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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NATIVE-L  listserver;  UUCP  & genie  email; 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info , soc . culture. native , alt . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Silence  was  meaningful  with  the  Lakotaj  and  his  granting  a space 
of  silence  before  talking  was  done  in  the  practice  of  true  politeness 
and  regardful  of  the  rule  that  'thought  comes  before  speech.'" 

"And  in  the  midst  of  sorroWj  sicknessj  deathj  or  misfortune  of  any 
kindj  and  in  the  presence  of  the  notable  and  greatj  silence  was  the 
mark  of  respect.  More  powerful  than  words  was  silence  with  the  Lakota. 

"His  strict  observance  of  this  tenet  of  good  behavior  was  the  reasonj 
no  doubtj  for  his  being  given  the  false  characterization  by  the  white 
man  of  being  a stoic.  He  has  been  judged  to  be  dumbj  stupid j 
indifferentj  and  unfeeling." 

"As  a matter  of  truthj  he  was  the  most  sympathetic  of  menj  but  his 
emotions  of  depth  and  sincerity  were  tempered  with  control.  Silence 
meant  to  the  Lakota  what  it  meant  to  Disraeli  when  he  saidj  'Silence 
is  the  mother  of  truthj  ' for  the  silent  man  was  ever  to  be  trustedj 
while  the  man  ever  ready  with  speech  was  never  taken  seriously." 

Chief  Luther  Standing  Bearj  Teton  Sioux 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I imagine  many  of  you,  like  us,  celebrated  the  start  of  the  new  year 
with  a Winter  Solstice  Ceremony  that  honored  the  beginning  of  rest  of 
our  Mother  the  Earth,  a purification  that  will  lead  to  the  renewal  of 
Spring. 

This  week,  all  around  us  others  are  celebrating  a "new"  year  depicted  as 
an  old,  worn  man  making  way  for  the  vitality  and  promise  of  an  infant  year. 
This  society  tries  to  maintain  the  fiction  it  can  "throw  away"  its  problems 
each  year  and  start  with  a fresh  new  world,  unchanged  by  man's  excesses.  Is 
it  an  accident  that  this  society  presents  the  used  up,  discardable  year  as 
an  elder? 

In  a planet  that  is  suffering  from  mans'  greed  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  why  there  is  celebration.  Where  is  the  gratitude  for  a Mother 
that  gives  us  so  much?  for  the  life  we  have  been  given?  The  prophesies 
handed  down  by  our  ancestors  tell  us  time  will  soon  be  accelerating  and 
those  who  have  taken  without  giving  will  reap  their  just  reward. 

For  myself  I will  go  to  the  place  where  we  grow  sweetgrass  and  tobacco  and 
offer  prayers  of  thanks  for  the  many  gifts  granted  my  walk. 

For  some  time  I have  encouraged  those  wishing  a free  email  account 
to  use  Duno.  I will  even  send  you  a copy  of  the  installation  program 
if  you  will  send  me  a pre-formatted  1.44  meg  floppy  and  a self-addressed 
stamped  (78  cents)  envelope.  Duno  requires  Windows,  but  will  work  even 
with  the  older  Windows  systems.  As  a result,  there  are  now  Duno  email 
users  subscribing  to  this  newsletter.  Duno  does  restrict  incoming  packets 
to  64K,  though.  This  means  for  Duno  users  I will  be  splitting  part  a 
to  accommodate  this  smaller  packet  requirement.  I will  be  happy  to  move 
any  other  subscriptions  to  this  three-way  split  for  those  who  prefer  to 
receive  Wotanging  Ikche/Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  in  more,  but  smaller  chunks. 
Simply  send  a request  to  gars@netcom.com. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc . ape . org 

gars@genie.com 
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- BIA  Fraud  Settlement 

- Western  Shoshone 

- Listening  to  Tobacco 

- Spirituality  and  My  Ancestors 

- Indians  of  Mexico 

- Cheyenne  & Arapaho  Employment 

- Project  Director  lob 

- Honor  the  Earth 

- Poem:  Trouble 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : statement  from  Traditional  Leaders"  

Date:  Mon,  30  Dec  1996  11:05:40,  -0500 

From:  Doe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Night  Owl  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Statement  from  Traditional  Leaders 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Doe  Chasing  Horses,  Lakota  Elder. 

>From  Doe  Chasing  Horse  and  the  Dakota  Traditional  Territorial  Council.... 

As  Traditional  Leaders,  Ceremonial  Chiefs  and  descendants  of  non-treaty 
Chiefs,  such  as  Crazy  Horse  and  other  Chiefs  who  never  signed  into  any 
treaty  with  the  United  States  Government,  we  are  a Nation  whose  voice  was 
silenced  by  greed,  oppression  and  genocide,  100  years  ago.  A voice  who  has 
returned  to  haunt  the  conscience  of  America  and  spark  the  fires  of  Dustice, 
as  we  proclaim  through  inherited  Rights  of  Traditional  unwritten  customary 
laws  of  the  Seven  Council  Fires  of  the  Lakota  Nation,  our  allegiance  to  the 
Sacred  pipe  of  Peace,  to  the  Sacred  Black  Hills  and  as  Citizens  of  the 
Sovereign  Lakota  Nation  and  to  the  total  restoration  of  sacred  land  to  the 
Lakota  People,  for  ceremonial  use  of  spiritual  landscape  which  is  the  heart 
(Black  Hills)  of  traditional  Dakota  Territory. 

As  Traditional  Leaders  and  Ceremonial  Chiefs  for  the  spiritual  healing 
and  prosperity  of  our  Nation,  we  have  continued  the  ongoing  struggle  for 
Religious  Freedom  and  cultural  revival  of  Sacred  Ceremonies  and  culturally 
related  educational  activities  on  sacred  lands  within  the  Black  Hills, 
whether  they  be  on  private,  tribal,  state,  federal  or  church  controlled 
properties  within  the  traditional  boundaries  of  the  Lakota  Nation,  all  with 
the  goals  and  objectives  of  creating  public,  cultural  and  environmental 
awareness  for  the  protection  and  return  of  sacred  lands  to  the  Lakota 
People. 

As  Traditional  Leaders  and  Ceremonial  Chiefs,  we  declare  that  since  the 
time  of  Creation,  our  unwavering  allegiance  to  the  exercising  of  our 
religious  beliefs  and  the  undisturbed  access  and  the  perpetual  use  of 
sacred  ceremonial  sites  within  the  sacred  Black  Hills  is  for  the  spiritual 
well  being  of  the  Earth  and  all  its  inhabitants  and  future  generations  to 
come. 

As  we  prepare  to  enter  into  the  next  century  let  us  do  so  without  the 
chains  of  discriminatory  policies  and  blind  attitudes  of  hatred  and 
prejudice.  The  sooner  the  ugly  head  of  racism  is  dismantled  once  and  for 
all,  in  South  Dakota,  the  true  American  dream  of  equality  and  justice  for 
all  can  become  a reality  for  the  First  American  Dreamers. .. .the  First 
American  Nations. 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 

-  "RE:  Return  of  Ghost  Dance  Shirt"  

Date:  Mon,  30  Dec  1996  11:05:31,  -0500 

From:  Doe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Night  Owl  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Return  of  Ghost  Dance  Shirt 


I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Doe  Chasing  Horses,  Lakota  Elder. 


_Indian  Country  Today_  published  an  article  on  the  Ghost  Dance  Shirt 
which  is  in  a museum  in  Scotland  (complete  with  blood  stain  and  taken  from 
a victim  at  Wounded  Knee).  There  is  movement  on  to  return  it  to  the  State 
Museum  at  Pierre,  SD. 


On  the  subject  of  the  Ghost  Dance  Shirt  being  returned  from  Scotland  to 
the  state  Cultural  Center  in  Pierre,  South  Dakota  or  the  museum  in 
Chamberlin . 

The  religious,  spiritual  significance  of  this  sacred  ceremonial  item  has 
brought  to  attention  some  very  important  questions. 

1)  Were  traditional,  ceremonial  leaders  consulted  on  this  matter?  If  so, 
when,  where? 

2)  Is  Lakota  protocol  and  repatriation  laws  being  applied? 

3)  Do  Lakota  People  want  this  sacred  ceremonial  object  to  be  displayed 
in  a museum? 

4)  What  is  repatriation? 

All  the  federally  funded  museums  must  return  sacred  remains  and 
artifacts  to  it's  rightful  owners,  descendants  and  tribes.  Wasn't  it  the 
purpose  of  this  law,  in  the  first  place,  to  keep  museums  and  institutions 
from  the  displaying,  stereotyping,  exploiting  of  sacred  remains  and 
artifacts  which  have  spiritual  value,  ceremonial  use  and  in  some  cases,  are 
national  treasures  to  some  Indian  Nations  of  today? 

One  experience  in  dealing  with  repatriated  remains  and  artifacts  from 
museums  and  institutions,  such  as  the  Smithsonian,  was  the  return  of  a 
ancestral  pipe  from  a museum  in  which  a Sun  Dance  ceremonial  way  of  life 
was  revived,  among  the  last  living  descendants,  thus  restoring  the 
spiritual  value  and  cultural  significance  in  the  community. 

It  was  an  honor  to  assist  Mr.  Looking  Horse,  Spiritual  Leader  of  the 
Lakota  Nation,  in  the  reburial  ceremony  of  Chief  Weeping  Eyes  of  the 
Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe,  whose  remains  were  returned  from  the 
Smithsonian.  When  this  type  of  situation  arises,  especially  when  sacred 
remains  are  returned  from  some  institution  within  the  United  States  or 
abroad.  And  when  living  descendants  still  exist.  National  Protocol  must  be 
applied . 

It  would  only  be  appropriate  that  an  escort  of  ceremonial  valor  should 
proceed  along  with  these  returns,  or  at  least  a letter  of  explanation  or  an 
apology  to  the  descendants  and  relatives  of  the  deceased  for  dishonorable 
acts  of  desecration  and  lack  of  respect  for  ancestral  remains  and  the 
integrity  of  Indian  People. 

No  individuals  or  organizations  can  be  blamed  for  what  happened  in  the 
past,  unless  you  are  still  robbing  Indian  graves  or  not  in  compliance  with 
federal  laws. 

This  Ghost  Dance  shirt  is  one  example  that  the  Lakota  People  must  look 
beyond  then  what  only  the  public  eye  wishes  to  see,  and  know  that  we  are 
not  something  out  of  the  past  but  know  that  we  still  exist  by  the  soothing 
of  the  bones  of  our  dead  who  died  a thousand  deaths. 

The  spirits  of  our  ancestors  have  returned  only  to  live  again  with  the 
return  of  such  sacredness  to  the  Nation. 

We  are  at  a critical  state  in  the  spiritual,  cultural,  economic  and 
technological  development  as  First  Nations  of  America. 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 

"RE:  New  Year's  Prayer"  

Date:  Tue,  31  Dec  1996  03:44:01  -0800 

From:  "Doanna  Nanake  (Earth  Girl)  Soto  Aviles"  <jsaviles@voicenet.com> 

Sub j : New  Year's  Prayer 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Tau  Natiaos  (Hello  Sisters  & Brothers), 

Natiaos,  it  is  my  Hope  and  Prayer  that  All  Our  Sisters  and  Brothers  will 
have  Love,  Peace,  Good  Health,  and  Abundance  in  the  coming  calendar 
year. 


Tonight  I will  humbly  and  gratefully  Pray  for  All  Our  Sisters  and 
Brothers  (Two-legged,  Four-legged,  Winged,  Finned,  Crawling,  Rooted, 
Standing,  Solid  and  Spirit) . 

Natiaos,  May  We  Never  Forget  To  Be  Thankful  for  All  We  Are,  Know  and 
Have,  and  May  We  Never  Forget  To  Be  Generous,  Patient  and  Honorable  in 
All  Things.  As  always.  Pray  for  Guidance,  Wisdom  and  Understanding  so 
that  we  can  go  forth  on  our  Path  with  Confidence  to  achieve  Balance,  to 

Create  and  Grow,  and  to  know  Truth  and  Wisdom  in  order  to  attain  the 

Absolute  Perfection,  Purity  and  Clarity  of  Wholeness  of  Self  and  Unity. 

May  our  Prayers  go  out  to  the  Four  Directions,  to  Mother  Earth  and 

Father  Sky,  and,  above  all,  to  the  Great  Mystery  that  Is  All,  Provides 
All  and  Was,  Is  and  Always  Will  Be,  Without  Beginning  or  End,  The  Sacred 
Circle  of  Life  that  We  Are  All  Part  Of.  As  is  often  heard  or  said  in 
Lakota,  *Mitakuye  Oyasin*,  We  Are  All  Related.  May  We  All,  therefore. 
Come  Together  in  Love  and  Respect  to  be  One  in  Spirit  and  to  Pray  that 
All  Will  Awaken  and  come  to  Know,  Accept  and  Live  this  Universal  Truth. 

I humbly  ask  that  you  include  me  (Ioanna  'Nanake'  Soto  Aviles)  in  your 
Prayers  tonight  along  with  my  husband,  Emilio  Aviles,  and  my  two 
teenaged  sons,  Solimar  Dose  Aviles  (age  16)  and  Duan  Carlos  Aviles  (age 
14) . I also  ask  that  you  Pray  that  our  Prayers  continue  to  be  heard  on 
the  behalf  of  All  for  whom  we  Pray. 

Always  and  Forever,  Natiaos,  You  Are  All  In  My  Thoughts  and  Prayers. 

Taino-Ti!  (Good  Spirits  Be  With  You!) 

Nanake  (Earth  Girl) 

"RE:  Canada's  Shame"  


Date:  9:31  AM  Nov  20,  1996 
Sub j : Canada's  Shame  (part  5) 

From:  jwalenci@acc.jbu.edu 

Newsgroup:  igc. indig. education 

Part  1 of  this  series  appeared  in  issue  04.049,  Part  2 in  issue  04.050, 
Part  3 in  issue  04.051,  Part  4 in  issue  04.52 


Dear  Mr.  Smith, 

You  have  the  Ottawa  Sun's  permission  to  include  "Canada's 
a future  issue  of  your  Internet  publication,  Wotanging  Ikchej  all 
require  is  that  you  credit  it  to  us.  Thanks. 

Yours,  Andrew  Carver 
editorial  assistant 

The  Ottawa  Sun  | "The  Little  Paper  That  Grew" 

380  Hunt  Club  Rd . , | e-mail  ottsun@ottawa.net 

Ottawa,  Ontario,  j 613-739-7000-  main  switchboard 

Canada.  K1G  5H7  j 613-739-7200-  for  home  delivery 

| 613-739-3333-  advertising 


Shame" 
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[This  article  has  been  excerpted.] 

Canada's  Shame  By  DACKIE  LEROUX 

MISHKEEGOGAMANG  RESERVE,  Ontario,  25  Oct.  1996  (Ottawa  Sun): 

Not  all  traffic  on  the  highway... is  regarded  with  dread  here.  It  is, 
after  all,  one  of  the  reserve's  few  links  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 
Early. . .Tuesday  morning,  people  line  up  outside  the  Mishkeegogamang 
convenience  store,  anxiously  awaiting  the  delivery  truck  that  comes  once, 
sometimes  twice,  a week  with  their  ration  of  food.  The  truck  arrives,  and 
no  sooner  are  the  meagre  items  placed  on  the  grocery  store  shelves  than 
they're  snatched  up.  There  are  often  fights  because  there  is  not  enough  to 
go  around.  "If  that's  not  poverty  I don't  know  what  is,"  observes  Gray. 
When  the  store  was  opened  about  five  years  ago,  the  band  council 
contracted  out  its  operations  to  three  non-Natives.  By  the  time  they  left 
three  years  later,  the  store  was  $600,000  in  debt  and  no  one  knew  where 
the  money  had  gone.  The  former  owners  disappeared  and  were  not  pursued. 
Since  then,  the  new  storekeepers  can  only  afford  to  purchase  a limited 
amount  of  food  each  week  as  they  struggle  to  make  monthly  payments  on  the 


previous  owners'  debt.  Ultimately,  it  means  children  here  cannot  get 
enough  to  eat.  "They're  going  hungry,"  Charles  Bottle  says  bluntly.  There 
is  a grocery  store  in  Pickle  Lake,  but  it's  50  km  away  and  many  who  live 
here  don't  own  vehicles.  As  well,  much  of  the  food  that  is  delivered  to 
Mishkeegogamang  is  useless  to  the  people.  There  is  usually  plenty  of  milk, 
for  instance,  but  with  no  refrigerators  in  most  homes,  it  is  simply  viewed 
as  a health  hazard.  A half  dozen  large  freezers ...  line  one  wall,  stocked 
with  buckets  of  ice  cream  and  boxes  of  frozen  dinners.  Fruit  and 
vegetables  are  nowhere  in  sight.  This,  says  Wassaykeesic,  is  one  reason 
why  people  here  go  to  bed  hungry  at  night,  why  kids  show  obvious  signs  of 
malnutrition,  and  why  the  band  council  recently  got  federal  funding  for  a 
school  breakfast  program.  ...there  is  another  reason.  Often,  a parent's 
addiction  takes  priority  over  a child's  empty  stomach.  "They  don't  always 
spend  their  money  on  exactly  what  they  need,"  Wassaykeesic  says. 

In  the  middle  of  a group  of  homes  on  the  main  part  of  the  reserve  sits  a 
cement  foundation,  covered  in  rubble.  "That  was  the  community  centre," 
says  Wassaykeesic,  pointing.  "It  was  torched  in  '95  by  a bunch  of  sniffers. 
" Six  years  ago,  a national  television  crew  visited  the  reserve  and  aired 
a scathing  report  about  residents  destroying  their  own  property.  The 
government  invests  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  housing,  the  story 
went,  and  high  and  drunken  Indians  burn  it  to  the  ground.  Tom  admits  about 
10  houses  have  burned  down  this  year  alone.  Not  all  the  fires  were 
deliberately  set,  but  some  were.  ...what  the  TV  piece  failed  to  articulate 
--  and  why  people  are  still  stinging  from  it  to  this  day  --  was  the  reason 
behind  the  destruction.  Outsiders  looking  at  these  poor,  hungry  kids  often 
scratch  their  heads  in  frustrated  wonder,  notes  Charlie  Hill,  housing 
coordinator  with  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  in  Ottawa.  Why,  after  all, 
would  they  choose  to  demolish  something  they  so  desperately  need? 

"Logically,  you'd  think  that,"  says  Hill.  "But  some  of  these  people 
aren't  thinking  logically.  "It's  a sign  of  the  social  malaise  of  first 
nations  communities.  It's  a collective  post-traumatic  stress.  There's 
buried,  generational  animosity  about  being  forced  into  the  situation  in 
which  they  live."  It's  easy  to  see  why  some  outsiders  point  fingers.  The 
Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development  ministry  has  given  $894,600  to 
Mishkeegogamang  for  housing  since  1994,  and  has  allocated  another  $446,400 
this  year  to  build  two  new  homes  and  renovate  10  others.  Canada  Mortgage 
and  Housing  Corp....also  helped  fund  renovations,  although  Mishkeegogamang 
was  recently  deemed  not  remote  enough  --  the  nearest  full-service  town  had 
to  be  at  least  200  km  away  --  to  qualify  for  CMHC's  remote  housing  program. 
According  to  the  band  council,  it's  not  enough,  and  never  has  been.  "It's 
so  easy  for  government  to  dictate  from  Ottawa  while  they're  getting  their 
shoes  polished,"  complains  band  councillor  Liz  Panacheese,  echoing  Chief 
Ronald  Roundhead,  who  has  called  the  level  of  federal  assistance  a "slap 
in  the  face"  to  his  people.  Coun.  Charles  Bottle  says  the  funding  barely 
scratches  the  surface  of  the  housing  crisis,  which  should  be  seen  as  a 
national  --  or  even  international  --  embarrassment.  "If  any  other  society 
in  Canada  had  our  problem  they'd  have  funding  thrown  at  them  within  a week, 
" he  says.  And  yet,  there's  no  denying. . .more  than  100  buildings  have  been 
lost  through  the  years  to  vandalism  or  fire.  The  remnants  of  the  community 
centre  --  which  had  to  be  renovated  twice  in  its  six-year  existence  due  to 
vandalism  --  remain  as  a harsh  reminder .. .Mishkeegogamang  is  in  crisis. 
"Arson  is  one  reason  we're  in  our  present  predicament,"  says  Wassaykeesic. 
"It's  true  some  people  are  on  a self-destructive  course...  but  you  have  to 
look  at  the  history  of  why  they  do  it.  It's  a symptom  of  their 
hopelessness,  powerlessness  and  despair.  You  don't  get  self-pride  from 
being  on  welfare.  "They're  not  hurting  the  government.  They're  hurting 
their  own  people." 

The  funding  tug-of-war  leaves  people  like  Dr.  Sarsfield  outraged  --  just 
another  example  of  what  he  sees  as  the  federal  government's  inept  handling 
of  the  problems  of  Native  people.  "I've  heard  the  same  discussions  from 
government  for  22  years  --  'the  money  is  not  available,'  'it'll  come,' 

'this  is  just  a temporary  measure.'  It's  nonsense,''  he  says.  "We  have  a 
country  that  has  extreme  ambivalence  about  aboriginal  people.  It  knows 
what  has  to  be  done  but  is  unwilling  to  do  it.  "You  look  at  these  kids  on 
these  reserves,  you  look  at  their  lives,  and  then  you  wonder  why  they're 


throwing  bricks  through  windows.  "If  I was  a young  man  living  at 
Mishkeegogamang,  a brick  would  be  very  tempting/'  he  says.  For  its  part, 
the  federal  government  says  it  is  working  to  deal  with  a delicate 
situation.  It  has  earmarked  $352  million  for  Native  housing  this  year  in 
conjunction  with  CMHC.  And  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development 
Minister  Ron  Irwin  says  he's  committed  to  returning  land  and  resources  to 
aboriginal  people.  "They  have  to  have  reasonable  access  to  land  and 
resources/'  he  says.  "We're  settling  about  30  specific  land  claims  a year. 
There  are  about  100  pending.  It's  going  to  take  a long  time.  It's  taken  us 
100  years  to  get  to  this  point.  "We're  putting  a lot  of  time  into  self- 
sufficiency/'  he  says.  Irwin's  multi-year  plan,  unveiled  this  past  July, 
involves  the  participation  of  Native  communities  in  developing  their  own 
housing  projects,  ...providing  jobs  and  community  pride,  Irwin  says. 

"(It's  in  response)  to  what  communities  identified  they  needed:  More 
flexibility  and  job  training  to  expand  and  improve  their  housing  through 
greater  local  control  over  their  housing  programs." 

That,  Irwin  hopes,  is  where  people  like  Wassaykeesic,  Gray  and  the  rest 
of  the  band  council  will  come  in.  Using  their  education  and  knowledge  of 
outside  governments,  it  is  they  who  will  try  to  make  the  most  of  such 
programs  in  order  to  tackle  the  immense  infrastructure  problems  on  their 
reserves.  Only  then  can  the  community  move  on  to  fight  the  bigger  social 
issues.  "Before  you  can  fix  all  the  other  problems,  you  have  to  have  a 
roof  over  your  head  and  food  in  your  stomach,"  says  Gray.  She  is  in  the 
process  of  drafting  up  a contract  for  homeowners  to  sign  following  any 
renovations  claiming  full  responsibility  for  damages.  "They  need  to  be 
educated,"  she  says.  "They  have  to  know  how  much  everything  in  a house 
costs.  They  need  to  know  how  much  a window  costs,  so  if  they  break  it  they 
know  how  much  it  will  cost  them  to  replace  it." 

Even  with  the  bleak  winter  ahead,  things  are  looking  up  for 
Mishkeegogamang' s future  generations,  Tom  Hawke  believes.  There  is  now  an 
adult  training  and  co-operative  education  program  on  reserve,  a new  health 
clinic  is  being  built  next  year  and  a new  school  is  not  far  behind,  he 
points  out.  And  the  band  council  is  working  with  Queen's  University  on  a 
teacher  training  program  that  would  see  reserve  residents  teaching  kids 
after  two  years.  "Mishkeegogamang  has  seen  some  remarkable  changes. . .over 
the  last  five  to  six  months,"  he  says.  "These  young  people  have  gotten 
together  and  said  they've  had  enough." 

Facts  and  figures  By  3ACKIE  LEROUX 

THE  TRUE  NORTH  25  Oct.  1996  (Ottawa  Sun): 

After  examining  the  plight  of  children  in  Africa,  Asia  and  Central  America, 
the  sixth  and  final  part  of  the  Sun's  series  looks  at  kids  here  at  home. 

Last  month,  reporter  lacki  Leroux  and  photographer  Errol  McGihon  travelled 
to  the  Mishkeegogamang  reserve,  more  than  500  km  north  of  Thunder  Bay  --a 
community  where  one-third  of  the  population  are  children  under  the  age  of 
15.  There,  they  found  children  living  in  shacks,  more  than  a dozen  people  to 
a household,  with  no  electricity  or  water  and  precious  little  food. 

Residents  told  them  generations  of  desolation  and  poverty  have  left  children 
on  the  reserve  without  hope,  and  many  turn  to  sniffing  solvents  or  drinking 
alcohol  to  ease  their  pain.  It  is  a surprising  story,  with  deep  roots  in 
Canadian  history.  And,  the  team  learned,  Mishkeegogamang  is  far  from  unique. 

LIVES  LIVED  IN  POVERTY  AND  DANGER 

The  facts  of  life  for  Native  Canadian  children  on  reserves: 

+ The  proportion  of  Native  dwellings  without  central  heating  is  more 
than  six  times  greater  than  the  Canadian  rate.  Six  times  more  dwellings 
are  considered  overcrowded. 

+ 17%  of  15-  to  49-year-old  Natives  have  less  than  nine  years  of  schooling. 
Only  half  complete  high  school. 

+ 57%  of  Natives  work,  compared  to  68%  of  Canadians  overall.  Natives  living 
on-reserve  have  the  highest  rate  of  unemployment,  at  31%. 

+ 24%  of  Native  families  are  headed  by  a single  parent,  compared  to  13%  for 
Canadians  overall. 

+ About  4%  of  Native  children  are  currently  in  the  care  of  child  welfare 
authorities,  compared  to  0.8%  of  all  Canadian  children. 


+ Three-quarters  of  Natives  living  on  reserves  have  witnessed  alcohol  abuse; 

40%  have  seen  family  violence;  25%  have  seen  sexual  abuse. 

+ Some  14  out  of  1,000  Native  babies  will  die  within  their  first  year  of 
life,  compared  to  7 out  of  1,000  Canadian  babies  overall. 

+ The  rate  of  sudden,  unexplained  death  for  Native  babies  is  three  times  the 
national  rate.  Prematurity  and  low  birth  weight  is  twice  as  high  in  Native 
babies . 

+ The  injury  death  rate  for  Native  preschoolers  (ages  1-4)  is  more  than  five 
times  greater  than  the  national  rate. 

+ Natives  aged  10  to  19  are  five  times  more  likely  to  commit  suicide  than 
other  Canadians  their  age. 

Source:  The  Canadian  Institute  of  Child  Health  (1991) 

A CHANCE  TO  HELP  KIDS 

The  Sun's  six-part  series  on  the  plight  of  children  examined  the  lives  of 
kids  in  five  countries  around  the  world,  but  it  just  scratches  the  surface 
of  the  problem.  Everywhere  in  the  world,  including  Canada,  children  are 
suffering.  The  causes  of  poverty,  war,  child  labor  and  child  prostitution 
are  many,  but  dozens  of  organizations  and  agencies  are  working  to  make 
things  better.  Here  are  some  of  their  suggestions  for  people  who  want  to 
help  children  here  and  abroad: 

+ Volunteer  with  a group  that  helps  children  locally,  eg.:The  Snowsuit 
Fund,  the  Boys  and  Girls  Club,  Girl  Guides  or  Boy  Scouts. 

+ Become  a Big  Brother  or  a Big  Sister 

+ loin  Amnesty  International  and  participate  in  their  upcoming  special 
action  for  International  Children's  Day  Nov.  20. 

+ Write  to  your  MP,  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Ministers  of  Foreign  Affairs 
and/or  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs. 

+ Hold  a fundraiser  like  a car  wash,  bake  sale,  garage  sale  or  other  event 
on  behalf  of  a local  charity  or  an  international  relief  group. 

This  concludes  this  series.  My  sincere  thanks  to  the 

Ottawa  Sun  for  granting  permission  for  this  article  to  be  shared. 

- — "RE:  Wounded  Knee  Remembered"  

Date:  Mon,  30  Dec  1996  11:28:16,  -0500 

From:  Anonymous 

Sub j : Wounded  Knee  remembered 

UUCP  email  [It  is  my  custom  to  NEVER  post  an  anonymous  letter. 

This  is  _the_  exception.  This  is  a message  about  our 
ancestors.  It  is  dedicated  to  them,  and  those  who  came 
to  honor  them  are  right  to  make  this  moment  theirs.] 

Wounded  Knee  Remembered 

We  stood  there  in  the  cemetery,  four  of  us,  representing  three 
generations  who  remembered,  who  came  with  many  others  there,  to  remember 
and  cry  in  the  memories  given  to  us  by  that  mass  snow  covered  grave. 

Grandmother  stood  - tall,  proud,  wrapped  in  her  blanket  as  a 
Traditional,  touching  the  shoulder  of  her  small  grandson  who  stood  at 
attention  while  the  buffalo  headdress  Medicine  Man  walked  to  all  four 
corners,  smudging,  chanting  prayers,  while  the  drums  beat,  the  singers 
sang  the  Sacred  songs  and  the  People  prayed. 

The  silence,  the  silence  of  it  all.  Dozens  of  people  there  who  had 
walked  the  frozen  miles,  along  with  young  men  on  horseback,  as  they  took 
sacred  vows  to  honor  the  Ancestors  slain  there.  I looked  into  the  faces  of 
the  People  there  crying,  and  heard  the  Traditional  Trill  of  a woman  who 
howled  out  her  grief  in  honor,  breaking  the  silence. 

Horses  standing  by  the  fence,  quiet,  in  respect.  The  silence  of  over 
a hundred  years  howled  with  the  South  Dakota  winds  as  we  all  stood  on  that 
hill,  remembering  it  all. 

I watched  the  television  crew  filming,  the  reporter  from  Indian 
Country  Today  snapping  photos  of  it  all  and  I wondered  how  they  could 
possibly  capture  the  grief  felt  in  the  hearts  of  those  silently  standing 


there,  remembering. 

I looked  at  Grandmother  and  saw  silent  tears  falling  into  the  snow,  as 
she  remembered.  I watched  the  Sacred  Traditional  Spiritual  leaders 
offering  prayers  of  forgiveness  to  Grandfathers,  asking  healing,  and  I 
thought,  can  hearts  ever  forgive  this  thing? 

I looked  over  the  barren  wasteland  there  and  saw  in  my  heart,  bodies 
still  laying  there  as  they  did  that  morning  so  many  years  ago... left  to  rot 
for  days... and  I could  not  at  that  time  find  inside  any  way  to  forgive... 

I knew  they  were  not  all  buried  in  that  mass  grave  for  I had  been  told 
there  were  other  secret  places  many  of  the  others  had  been  taken  and  buried 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  washichu.  I looked  out  at  those  places  and 
knew  we  would  never  know  all  of  their  names,  but  knew  that  the  greatest 
memorial  to  them  was  not  the  granite  one  standing  in  front  of  us;  but  in 
the  hearts  of  all  of  us  who  would  always  remember. 

Grandmother  looked  at  me,  with  a sadness  and  I whispered  to  her,  "We 
shall  remember,  we  shall  remember.",  and  she  nodded  a silent  sad  smile. 

The  world  may  never  fully  know  what  they  have  done  to  the  Lakota  Nation. 

They  may  never  see  the  hearts  broken  who  stood  there  in  the  freezing  South 
Dakota  winds.  But  I say  to  you  this  thing. . .we  shall  remember .. .we  shall 
remember . 


"RE : President  Clinton/Leonard  Peltier"  — 

Date:  26  Dec  1996  11:48:53  GMT 
From:  kyletlucas@aol.com  (KyleTLucas) 

Sub  j : President  Clinton/Leonard  Peltier 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

One  of  a great  multitude  of  Native  American  supporters,  I am  writing 
to  beg  your  pardon  of  Leonard  Peltier.  We  First  Peoples  have  helplessly 
witnessed  one  travesty  of  justice  after  another  this  past  two  hundred 
years  or  so.  Please  do  not  let  this  injustice  speak  for  your 
administration,  too.  Every  Native  American  I know,  including  myself  and 
each  member  of  my  family,  has  supported  you  wholeheartedly  as  a man  of 
conscience,  high  ideals,  and  most  of  all--a  great  leader. 

Certainly,  Sir,  you  can  see  the  overwhelming  evidence  supporting 
Leonard  Peltier's  innocence.  Daily,  you  receive  mail  appealing  to  your 
sense  of  justice  and  morality.  You  know  of  the  worldwide  support  for  Mr. 
Peltier- -from  the  individual  to  the  internationally  respected  human-rights 
groups . 

I wish  to  add  my  small  voice  to  the  resonant  universal  voice  calling 
for  justice,  humanity,  for  the  United  States  to  step  up  to  the  plate  and 
do  the  right  thing. 

Thank  you  for  your  time.  And,  thank  you  for  the  good  work  that  you 
do. 

P.S.,  may  I please  also  add  how  grateful  I am  for  your  strong  stand  on 
environmental  protection--particularly  of  old  growth,  and  your  call  for  a 
cease  to  logging  of  our  remaining  old  growth.  Thank  you,  thank  you,  thank 
you.  And,  dear  Sir,  may  we  keep  alive,  free,  and  well,  one  of  the  last 
remaining  of  our  "old  growth"  traditional  Native  American  leaders,  Leonard 
Peltier. 

Merry  Christmas!  and Sincerely  yours  with  the  Great  Spirit, 

Kyle,  Tulalip  Tribes. 

- — "RE:  Kanienkehaka  Statement"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Dec  1996  15:09:20  -0500 

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  <mnation@axess . com> 

Sub j : Kanienkehaka  Statement  Concerning  Royal  Commission  Report 


This  statement  was  passed  in  Council  at  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory 

December  18,  1996 

Iowennakon 


* Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  * 

* http://www.axess.com/users/mnation/  * 

Statement  Concerning 

The  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 

We  are  Kanienkehaka  Peoples,  occupying  the  Kahnawake  Territory  and 
part  of  the  Kanie  held  throughout  our  long  history  with  Great  Britain  (and 
with  Canada  as  one  of  its  Dominions).  (Please  see  Statement  Attached) 

Any  effort  to  include  or  subjugate  our  people  under  the  renegotiation 
process  is  a direct  violation  of  our  inherent  right  to  self-determination 
under  international  law,  for  which  we  hold  Canada  responsible  within  the 
world  community.  We  will  resist  any  attempts  to  force  jurisdiction  of  a 
new  Royal  Proclamation  or  new  treaties  upon  us  with  all  the  means  at  our 
disposal . 

Statement  Concerning 

The  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 

We  are  Kanienkehaka  Peoples,  occupying  the  Kahnawake  Territory  and 
part  of  the  Kanienkehaka  Nation  of  the  Haudenosaunee  Iroquois  Confederacy. 

We  are  not  Native  peoples  as  defined  in  the  Canadian  Constitution,  but  a 
Nation.  Neither  are  we  Canadian  citizens  but  Kanienkehhaka . At  this  time 
we  must  remind  Canada  of  the  long-standing  commitments  made  to  the 
Haudenosaunee  People  over  several  centuries,  exemplified  in  treaties 
established  with  first  the  Dutch,  French,  and  then  English.  These 
agreements  are  symbolized  by  the  Two  Row  Wampum  and  the  Silver  Covenant 
Chain,  and  are  recognized  as  international  law.  We  see  that  the  three  main 
recommendations  contained  within  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Aboriginal  Peoples  are  yet  another  attempt  by  the  Canadian  Government  to 
ignore  these  established  treaties.  They  are:  (1)  to  dissolve  the  Royal 
Proclamation  of  1763  enacted  by  Great  Britain  which  affirmed  Aboriginal 
nationhood,  sovereignty  and  ownership  of  land  in  North  America,  and  to 
replace  it  with  new  treaties  established  under  Canadian  laws  and 
jurisdiction  with  the  Aboriginal  nations;  (2)  to  set  up  a United 
States  model  of  "nations  within  a nation"  rather  than  affirm 
internationally  recognized  separate  nations;  (3)  establish  an  "aboriginal 
order  of  government"  based  on  existing  structures  implemented  by  the  Indian 
Act  system,  which  will  place  control  of  limited  resources  into  the  hands  of 
a few  individuals,  augmenting  the  inequality  that  already  exists. 

We  remind  Canada  of  the  principles  of  the  Two  Row  Wampum  and  the 
Silver  Covenant  Chain.  The  "Gus-Wen-Tah"  or  Two  Row  Wampum,  defines  how 
the  two  peoples  relate  to  each  other  and  coexist.  The  two  rows  symbolize 
the  'river  of  life.'  The  Haudenosaunee  and  the  European  nations  would 
travel  in  two  vessels  side  by  side  in  parallel  paths  which  would  never 
cross  or  meet.  Each  nation's  vessel  contains  the  government,  culture,  laws, 
ways  and  knowledge  of  the  respective  nations,  with  neither  imposing  their 
ways  on  the  other.  The  fundamental  principles  of  the  Two  Row  Wampum  became 
the  basis  for  the  agreements  made  between  the  Haudenosaunee  and  the  Dutch 
in  1645;  with  the  French  in  1701;  and  with  the  English  in  1763.  Another 
symbol  of  this  relationship  is  the  Covenant  Chain,  pure,  strong  and 
untarnished,  which  binds  nations  together  without  causing  them  to  lose 
their  individual  characters,  or  their  independence.  Those  who  'took  hold' 
of  this  chain  were  responsible  for  keeping  the  relationship  bright  and  to 
prevent  it  from  breaking.  The  Covenant  Chain  binds  the  Haudenosaunee  People 
and  the  European  colonial  powers  in  a relationship  of  friendship  and  mutual 
coexistence  as  separate  independent  nations. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy,  before 
the  Europeans  came  to  North  America,  the  member  nations  - Mohawk,  Oneida, 
Onondaga,  Cayuga,  Seneca,  and  Tuscarora,  have  functioned  as  a single 
Confederacy  with  regards  to  all  matters  of  national  importance.  Each 
nation  has  maintained  its  own  government,  or  council  fire,  and  each 
community  within  each  nation  has  its  own  council  fire.  Since  contact. 


relations  between  the  Haudenosaunee  and  Europeans  have  been  the 
responsibility  of  the  Haudenosaunee  as  a Confederacy.  The  Haudenosaunee 
has  carried  on  formal  diplomatic  and  trade  relations  with  Great  Britain, 
France,  the  Netherlands,  and  other  nations  for  more  than  250  years  before 
the  colony  of  Canada  was  created.  Sovereignty  of  the  Confederacy  was 
affirmed  with  the  enactment  of  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763.  The 
Haudenosaunee  and  all  of  its  allied  nations  have  continued  to  exist  and 
function  as  governments  up  to  the  present  time.  The  nations,  communities 
and  people  that  make  up  the  Haudenosaunee  are  still  living  in  our  original 
territory . 

Any  change  to  treaties,  specifically  the  treaties  of  peace  and  the 
Two  Row  Wampum  Treaty,  requires  the  consent  of  both  parties,  the 
Haudenosaunee  Confederacy  representing  the  Kanienkehaka  Nation  and  the 
Crown  represented  by  the  Canadian  Government.  The  Canadian  Government  is  a 
third  party  and  has  no  legal  jurisdiction  to  initiate  any  changes.  Canada 
has  merely  been  entrusted  to  fulfill  the  responsibilities  of  these  Treaties 
and  , therefore  cannot  initiate,  alter  or  abrogate  in  part  or  whole  any  of 
these  Treaties. 

The  Kanienkehaka  has  observed  the  confusion  that  is  evident  among 
the  Canadian  People  and  the  Canadian  Government,  over  the  issues  of 
sovereignty,  government  and  nationhood  with  regards  to  Aboriginal  peoples. 
The  Haudenosaunee  Confederacy  is  sovereign  in  the  international  community, 
not  within  the  Canadian  (or  American)  context,  therefore  we  can  never  be  a 
nation  within  a nation  as  proposed  by  the  Royal  Commission.  Also,  there  is 
no  need  for  an  "aboriginal  order  of  government",  the  Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy  already  is  an  established  government.  The  Haudenosaunee  have 
been,  and  continue  to  be  firmly  resolved  not  to  allow  themselves,  or  their 
nations,  to  be  involved  in  any  process  of  renegotiation  or  implementation 
of  "new"  treaties.  Therefore  any  new  Royal  Proclamation  or  treaties  will 
have  no  jurisdictional  authority  within  our  territories  or  over  our 
peoples.  Again,  we  remind  Canada  that  this  is  not  a new  position,  but  is 
one  we  have  Passed  in  Council. 

Kahnawake 
Mohawk  Territory 
December  18,  1996 


Turtle  Clan 


Wolf  Clan 


Bear  Clan 


"RE : BIA  Fraud  Settlement"  

Date:  Mon,  30  Dec  1996  10:24:14  -0400 
From:  tpkunesh@chattanooga.net  (Tom  Kunesh) 

Sub j : BIA  Fraud  Settlement 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Date:  Tue,  17  Dec  1996  11:27:08  -0500  (EST) 

From:  "Cluney,  Derry"  <3Cluney@P0LYC0M.C0M> 

To:  Multiple  recipients  of  list  <antiracist-uu@uua.org> 

From:  whistler@imt.net  (Dave  Henry,  a fellow  UU) 

Subject:  BIA  Fraud  Settlement.  You  are  requested  to  sign  this 
petition  and  forward  it  to  the  President  and  Secretary  Babbitt. 
Thanks  for  your  kindness  on  this  human  rights  matter.  You  may 
post  to  other  religious  groups  and  civil  rights  supporters 
as  you  see  fit. 

Petition  to  President  Clinton  (President@whitehouse.gov) 
Interior  Secretary  Babbitt  (exsec@ios.doi.gov) 

(Your  TO  line:  President@whitehouse.gov, exsec@ios.doi.gov 
Copy  to:  whistler@imt.net 


Subject:  More  Stealing  From  Indians 


Petition : 

A century  ago  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  assumed  the 
involuntary  trust  care  of  the  personal  cash  accounts  of  American 
Indians,  in  a banking  system  known  as  IIM  (the  Individual  Indian 
Money  system.)  This  system  is  a source  of  endless  fraud  and  theft 
from  Indians.  As  a BIA  Auditor  (CPA)  in  1986,  I first  reported 
substantial  fraud  and  missing  money,  and  was  immediately  fired  by  BIA 
as  a whistleblower,  a title  I am  not  ashamed  to  own.  Since  then  there 
have  been  countless  studies  and  audits,  all  agreeing  with  the  basic 
facts  and  conclusion,  that  more  or  less  $2.4  billion  dollars  in  Indian 
Trust  accounts  is  missing  or  unaccounted  for.  A class  action  law  suit 
has  been  filed  against  BIA  in  the  name  of  300,000  account  holders  by 
the  Native  American  Rights  Fund. 

An  Associated  Press  article  on  12/12/96  describes  that 
a settlement  in  compromise  may  be  coming  from  BIA,  not  to 
exceed  $600  million  dollars.  Settlements  generally  require  the 
recipient  to  sign  a release,  in  this  situation  it  would  release  BIA 
from  any  additional  liability  for  the  "trust  care"  due  from  collecting 
and  holding  these  trust  fund  accounts. 

This  would  fully  cover-up  and  whitewash  the  largest  fraud  in  the 
history  of  the  United  States,  at  the  expense  of  our  much  abused  and 
impoverished  (for  obvious  reasons)  Native  American  citizens.  I 
demand  that  this  continued  stealing  from  Indians  must  stop  now 
and  forever  more! 

Our  Constitution  states  that  private  property  can  not  be  taken 
without  "just  compensation",  and  it  is  time  to  apply  this  protection 
equally  to  all  citizens,  including  Indians.  Any  lesser  treatment  would 
continue  the  institutional  (BIA)  racism  that  our  Indian  citizens  have 
been  subject  to  since  they  were  first  "discovered"  living  in  this 
land,  as  free,  proud,  prosperous  self  governing  nations. 

To  provide  a just  solution,  a Court  of  Claims  must  be  empowered 
to  hear  the  claims  of  Indians  against  BIA  for: 

1. )  Missing  trust  funds. 

2. )  Lands  leased  by  BIA  at  less  than  market  value. 

3. )  Oil,  gas,  coal  and  timber  sold  by  BIA  for  less  than  market  value. 

4. )  Indian  land  sales  at  less  than  market  value. 

5. )  All  similar  financial  frauds  and  abuses. 

6. )  Interest  to  date  on  these  losses  and  thefts. 

While  you're  at  it,  please  restore  this  whistleblower  to  his  BIA 
position  in  accordance  with  our  much  abused  whistleblower  laws. 

BIA  simply  can  not  be  reformed  while  honesty  is  suppressed  and 
those  who  keep  silent  about  fraud  remain  as  BIA  officials!! 


Signed:  David  L.  Flenry,  aka  Whistleblower,  December  13,  1996 
Address:  Billings,  Montana  Email  whistler@imt.net 

This  petition  may  be  copied  and  forwarded.  Please  add  your 
name  and  address  in  support  of  this  petition,  and  forward  to 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  also  send 
a copy  to  whistler@imt.net.  Thank  you  for  caring  about 
our  brothers  and  sisters  who  are  Indian  ! ! 

Signature: 

Address 


"RE : Western  Shoshone 

Date:  8:44  PM  Dec  21,  1996 
From:  scottrobertladd@juno.com 
Sub j : Western  Shoshone 


Newsgroup:  igc. indig. info 


On  Thu,  19  Dec  1996,  kibbey@sierra . net  (Larry  Kibbey)  wrote: 

> The  following  explains  historical  respects  about  the  Western  Shoshone 

> Indians  of  Nevada 

On  the  evening  of  20  December  1996,  I spoke  with  Carrie  Dann  in  regard  to 
this  article  written  by  Larry  Kibbey.  Carrie  told  me  the  following: 

1)  Larry  Kibbey  has  never  visited  the  Dann  family  ranch. 

2)  Larry  Kibbey  has  never  visited  the  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project. 

3)  Larry  Kibbey  has  never  attended  a meeting  of  the  Western  Shoshone 
National  Council. 

Carrie  asked  me  to  correct  errors  of  fact  in  Mr.  Kibbey' s message.  In 
compiling  the  information  below,  I also  contacted  Chief  Raymond  Yowell 
of  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council. 

Larry  writes: 

> Currently,  there  are  four  non-profit  organizations  that  are 

> political  factions  that  use  the  title  of  the  Western  Shoshone. 

> 

> (1)  The  Western  Shoshone  National  Council(WSNC)  - Non-Profit 

> Established:  1984 

> Derry  Millet  of  the  Duck  Water  Indian  Reservation  was 

> the  Chairman  for  the  WSNC  until  1988.  During  the  '80's 

> most  of  the  tribes  and  the  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council  were 

> under  the  umbrella  of  the  WSNC. 

> 

> In  1988,  Raymond  Yowell  of  the  South  Fork  Indian  Reservation 

> became  the  Chairman  for  the  WSNC,  who  is  also  the  Chairman 

> for  the  Cattleman's  Association  and  enrolled  under  the 

> Te-Moak  Tribe.  During  this  time,  most  of  the  Te-Moak  Bands 

> pulled  out  from  the  WSNC,  leaving  Duck  Water,  Ely,  Battle 

> Mountain  and  the  WSDP. 

Raymond  Yowell  serves  as  the  Chief  (not  Chairman)  of  the  Western  Shoshone 
National  Council  (WSNC),  at  the  discretion  of  its  members.  He  is  also  the 
elected  President  (not  Chairman)  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Traditional 
Cattlemen's  Association. 

The  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  is  the  same  entity  that  signed  the 
1863  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley  with  the  United  States.  The  WSNC  represents 
any  Shoshones  who  wish  to  participate  in  it,  including  tribal  governments 
and  members  of  unregistered  clans.  The  WSNC  is  the  sovereign  government 
of  the  Shoshone  Nation;  it  is  not  a federally-sanctioned  entity.  No 
Shoshone  is  forced  to  participate  in  the  WSNC,  and  no  Shoshone  is  banned 
from  it. 

Some  Shoshone  tribal  governments,  as  organized  under  the  1934  Indian 
Reorganization  Act  (IRA),  can  and  do  participate  in  the  WSNC.  At  this 
time,  the  National  Council  includes  representatives  of  the  Ely  and 
Timbisha  IRA  governments.  While  the  Yomba  Tribal  government  withdrew  from 
the  WSNC,  the  citizens  of  Yomba  signed  a petition  giving  them  independent 
representation  on  the  Council.  The  Duckwater  and  Te-Moak  tribal 
governments  have  formally  withdrawn  from  the  WSNC.  The  Duck  Valley  IRA 
government  does  not  participate  in  the  WSNC,  although  it  has  never 
officially  withdrawn. 

> To  date,  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council,  operates  out 

> of  Las  Vegas  or  in  that  area  and  is  a political  organization. 

The  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  does  not  operate  out  of  Las  Vegas. 
Its  contact  information  is: 

The  Western  Shoshone  National  Council 
c/o  Corporation  of  Newe  Sogobia 
P.0.  21479 
Reno,  NV  89515-1479 
702/324-5899  phone/fax 

The  WSNC  also  maintains  an  office  at  Cactus  Springs,  Nevada. 


> (2)  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project  is  operated  out  of  Crescent 

> Valley  on  the  Dann's  Ranch,  is  also  a Non-Profit  Organization. 
According  to  Chief  Yowell:  "The  WSDP  is  an  arm  of  the  Western  Shoshone 

government,  authorized  by  the  National  Council.  Their  instructions  are 
to  peacefully  aid  the  Shoshone  Indians  in  Crescent  Valley." 

The  WSDP  has  an  office  in  the  town  of  Crescent  Valley,  and  it 
maintains  a permanent  camp  on  Shoshone  land  a few  miles  away  from 
the  Dann  ranch.  No  WSDP  facilities  are  located  on  the  Dann  ranch. 

Their  address  is: 

P.  0.  Box  211106 
Crescent  Valley,  NV  89821 
702/468-0230  voice 
702/468-0237  fax 

> (3)  Citizens  Alert  - Nonprofit  - Reno,  Nevada. 

> Political  organization.  Addresses  Western  Shoshone  issues. 

Citizens  Alert  has  been  very  helpful  in  supporting  the  Shoshone  cause 

through  its  Native  American  Program,  but  it  does  not  represent  or  claim 
to  represent  the  Western  Shoshone. 

> (4)  Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society 

> Non-Profit  - Established:  May,  1993 

> Endorsed  by  the  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council  Dune  8,  1993. 

> Program  Director,  Larry  Kibby. 

> 

> Established  to  preserve  and  protect  the  ceremonial  and 

> burial  areas,  as  well  as  other  issues  of  cultural  and 

> religious  regards  of  the  Native  American  Indian 

This  is  Mr.  Kibbey's  organization.  I will  not  comment  on  it,  since  it  has 
no  connection  to  the  WSNC. 

> In  1934,  Congress  endorsed  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act. 

> In  1938,  the  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council  was  established. 

> 

> The  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council  is  the  oldest  and  largest  representative 

> of,  and  Executive  Governing  Body  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Indians 

> of  Nevada  and  is  located  on  the  Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko,  Nevada. 

The  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council  does  NOT  represent  all  Western  Shoshones,  or 
even  a majority  of  them.  The  Te-Moaks  are  just  one  of  several  federally- 
chartered  IRA  governments  with  Shoshone  citizens.  The  Te-Moaks  DO  NOT 
speak  for  the  Dann  family,  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council,  the 
Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project,  or  any  of  the  other  IRA  governments. 

The  Te-Moak  Tribe  includes  several  "band  councils"  located  throughout 
northeastern  Nevada. 

> Other  Western  Shoshone  Indian  Reservations  in  Nevada,  having  their 

> own  Tribal  Council  and  are  not  a part  of  the  Te-Moak  Tribal  Council 

> are: 

> 

> (5)  Goshute  Reservation,  Utah/Nevada  Border.  Established  1914. 

> IRA  Tribal  Government 

The  Goshutes  are  cousins  of  the  Western  Shoshone,  but  their  reservation 
and  territory  are  outside  the  traditional  Shoshone  lands  known  as  Newe 
Sogobia.  They  are  not  part  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  today,  although 
they  may  have  been  so  before  colonization. 

I have  faxed  a copy  of  this  message,  and  Mr.  Kibbey's  original,  to  the 
WSNC  offices.  While  I have  discussed  this  message  with  the  Shoshone,  I 
take  full  responsibility  for  its  content. 

DISCLAIMER:  I do  not  represent  the  Western  Shoshone.  I work  directly  for 
Carrie  Dann,  Chief  Raymond  Yowell,  and  the  Western  Shoshone  National 
Council.  While  I support  the  Western  Shoshone  Defense  Project,  I am  not 
one  of  its  members.  I do  not  receive  any  compensation  for  my  work. 

However,  I value  my  friendship  with  Carrie  Dann,  Raymond  Yowell,  and 
their  people. 


Scott  Robert  Ladd 

ScottRobertLadd@juno.com  957  Empire  Street 
voice:  +1  970  387  0271  P.O.  Box  617 

fax:  +1  970  387  0277  Silverton,  CO  81433  USA 

"RE : Listening  to  Tobacco"  

Date:  Sun,  29  Dec  1996  19:03:43  -0700  (MST) 

From:  joseph  c winter  <jwinter@unm.edu> 

Sub j : Re:  things  i make  talk  to  me 

UUCP  email 

Tobacco  is  like  that  also  --  it  talks  to  you  if  you  listen.  Also,  it  will 
only  grow  for  you  if  it  wants  to,  if  it  lets  you  grow  it.  There  are  some 
types  that  I can  never  get  to  grow,  while  other  people  can  take  seeds 
from  the  same  harvest  and  grow  it  easily.  Or  they  will  grow  for  a awhile, 
then  they  will  die.  Over  and  over  it  happens,  some  times  the  seeds  will 
grow  OK  and  the  next  year  they  won't.  Some  people  can't  get  any  tobacco 
to  grow,  others  can  only  grow  a few  types  and  then  only  when  the  tobacco 
lets  them. 

And  I don't  think  that  it  necessarily  has  to  do  with  what  kind  of  a 
person  you  are  --  good,  bad,  or  whatever,  since  most  of  us  have  both  good 
and  bad  in  us,  or  at  least  we  are  capable  of  acting  both  good  and  bad,  or 
of  using  the  power  in  tobacco  and  other  sacred  objects  in  both  good  and 
bad  ways.  Sometimes  tobacco  will  let  you  use  it  for  bad  purposes,  or  let 
you  use  it  the  wrong  way--  thus  the  millions  of  deaths  each  year  around 
the  world,  with  at  least  .5  million  here  in  the  states  and  Canada.  I 
think  that  power  in  any  form  is  in  some  ways  neutral  --  it  is  there,  we  can 
use  it  any  way  we  want,  and  unfortunately  we  often  use  it  for  bad  or  even 
evil  things.  Mostly  we  use  it  with  ignorance,  not  understanding  how 
dangerous  and  deadly  it  can  be  (or  not  understanding  how  glorious  and 
beautiful  it  can  be),  which  I think  is  what  happens  with  most  "recreational" 
tobacco  users  --  they  don't  really  understand  the  power  it  has,  they  use  it 
without  respect  in  inappropriate  ways,  and  it  addicts  them  and  eventually 
kills  them. 

And  tobacco  is  only  one  of  the  many  wondrous  plants  that  are  able  to  tap 

into  the  very  power  of  the  sun,  there  are  many  others  and  also  many 

sacred  objects  and  places  and  animals  that  contain  power  that  we  can  use 
if  we  want  to,  for  good  or  bad  or  in  ignorance  or  with  knowledge.  And  I 
guess  we  have  that  power  in  ourselves,  we  are  that  sacred  power  if  we  let 
it  be,  but  most  of  us  need  the  help  of  the  plants  and  animals  and 
special  places  to  use  even  a tiny  bit  of  that  power,  in  a positive  way  so 
that  its  danger  is  controlled  and  harnessed. 

I haven't  the  foggiest  idea  how  I reached  this  point  in  this  message,  I 
guess  it's  something  I have  wanted  to  say  a long  time  and  the  earlier 
message  about  things  that  we  make  talking  to  us  sparked  it.  ?????  I 

imagine  a lot  of  you  want  to  talk  about  things  like  this,  but  maybe  it's  not 

appropriate,  and  obviously  there  are  many  things  about  power  and  its  proper 
and  improper  uses  that  should  not  be  discussed.  Since  I was  not  raised  in  a 
traditional  family  and  have  never  received  the  right  kind  of  training,  I 
will  leave  it  up  to  those  of  you  who  do  have  the  training  and  knowledge  to 
guide  us  in  our  discussions. 

But  one  thing  I am  absolutely  certain  of  --  that  power  is  there,  in  us 
and  in  other  creatures  and  things,  and  it  is  very  very  dangerous  when  it 
is  used  in  ignorance  or  with  malice.  Tobacco  is  only  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg,  the  most  obvious  way  that  this  power  is  expressed  and  misused 
and  used  for  both  killing  and  healing.  But  there  are  a lot  of  other  ways 
that  the  power  is  expressed,  most  often  it  isn't  even  visible  or  we  are 
so  used  to  it  that  we  take  it  for  granted,  like  the  sun  and  the  weather, 
and  eventually  we  pay  a price  for  that  ignorance. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Joseph  C.  Winter  Phone:  505-277-5853 

Director,  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco  FAX:  505-277-6726 


email : jwinter@unm.edu 


Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program 
University  of  New  Mexico 
1717  Lomas  Blvd  NE 
Albuquerque,  NM  87131  USA 

http: //www. treaty7.org/friends/tnat/tnat . htm 

"RE : Spirituality  and  My  Ancestors" 

Date:  Sun,  29  Dec  1996  18:17:31  -0500  (EST) 

From:  jeagles@bangornews.infi.net  (John  Eagle  Smith) 

Sub j : Spirituality  and  My  Ancestors 

UUCP  email 

I listen  with  great  interest  as  I am  told  how  my  ancestors  thought,  how 
they  believed  and  how  they  conducted  ceremonies ....  and  I wonder  how  people 
know  these  things?  Some  say  it  is  from  the  written  history  of  the  first 
settlers ....  and  I wonder  aren't  these  the  same  people  who  burned  their  women 
for  being  witches?  Aren't  these  the  same  people  who  wrote  the  books  of 
history  which  tell  lies  to  our  children  in  their  schools?  Aren't  these  the 
same  people  who  fled  to  escape  religious  persecution  only  to  immediately 
inflict  it  upon  others?  I wonder  if  they  could  write  anything  without 
inserting  some  of  their  bias,  prejudice  and/or  religious  conditioning? 

Some  say  it  has  been  passed  down  by  their  relations  over  the  past 
centuries ....  I wonder  how  much  has  been  taken  away  from,  added  to  or  just 
plain  misunderstood?  I am  sure  you've  tried  this  before;  put  a group  of 
people  in  a circle  and  whisper  a sentence  to  the  person  next  to  you  and  ask 
them  to  pass  it  on.... when  it  gets  back  to  you  is  it  even  close  to  what  you 
said?  And  I wonder  how  many  can  tell  a story  with  the  exact  feelings, 
gestures,  nuances  and  words  that  their  Grandfathers  or  Grandmothers  used? 

I wonder  how  much  the  concepts  themselves  have  changed  over  the  decades? 

Some  say  that  their  ancestors  speak  to  them  from  the  world  beyond  and  tell 
them  these  things.... I wonder  how  much  of  what  a person  "hears"  is  vain 
imagining  or  ego  and  how  much  is  from  the  ancestors?  And,  how  do  they  know 
for  sure  that  what  they're  hearing  is  not  from  those  spirits  caught  between 
the  worlds  instead  of  those  in  the  world  beyond?  And  how  do  they  know, 
beyond  any  doubt  whatsoever,  that  they  are  doing  someone  a favor  or  any  good 
by  telling  them  what  they  "hear"?? 

Let  me  relate  to  you  a very  true  story  that's  happening  even  as  I write 
this... A lady  I know  went  to  a "seer"  because  she  worries  about  her 
future... The  "seer"  told  her  that  she  would  meet  a NA  man  and  gave  her  a 
description  of  him... said  they  would  marry  and  that  they  would  live  happily 
ever  after. . . . 

Sure  enough,  the  woman  meets  a NA  man  who  fits  the  description  the  "seer" 
had  given  her. .they  dated  briefly  and  married ...  now  comes  the  happily  ever 
after . . . 

The  man  raped  her,  beat  her,  stole  all  her  belongings  and  left.... of 
course  the  police  became  involved,  the  man  went  to  prison  and  now  he  writes 
to  her  saying  that  when  he  is  released  he  is  going  to  kill  her....  I wonder 
which  spirit  was  speaking  to  that  "seer"?  Is  this  happily  ever  after?  And 
what  if  all  this  happened  only  because  the  "seer"  planted  a thought  in  the 
woman's  mind?  (thoughts  and  words  are  very  powerful) 

When  I hear  talk  of  rather  my  ancestors  believed  in  reincarnation  or  not  I 
ask  my  self.... were  my  children  born  all  knowing  or  did  they  have  to  learn  a 
bit  at  a time?  I remember  both  my  son  and  my  daughter's  first  steps  and 
first  words... I remember  watching  in  amazement  as  they  learned  of  the  world 
around  them... and,  yes  I guided  them.. but,  I didn't  impose  my  beliefs  upon 
them...  I taught  them  to  be  responsible  for  their  actions  and  to  look 
through  the  eyes  of  another  before  saying  any  thing  and  then  I let  them  make 
their  own  choices... 

I wonder  if  we  are  not  children  in  the  eyes  of  Great  Spirit  and  if  we  are 
told  everything  all  at  once  or  if  we  are  not  as  our  own  little 
children ...  being  guided  and  allowed  to  make  our  own  choices  ....gaining  a 
bit  at  a time  as  we  can  understand  it?  I wonder  if  the  Native  American 
people  are  any  different  than  any  other  people  when  it  comes  to  this 


learning  and  growing  process? 

I don't  believe  that  my  great, great,  (and  ten  more  times),  grandfather  or 
grandmother  were  born  with  total  wisdom..  I believe  that  Great  Spirit 
revealed  to  them,  through  their  life  experiences,  that  which  they  needed  and 
that  which  they  could  understand  and  has  repeated  this  for  all 
generations ...  and  will  continue  to  do  so  for  all  the  generations  to 
come.... each  receiving  a bit  more  of  the  puzzle  that  it  is  being  put 
together  one  piece  at  a time  - so  that  when  it  is  completed  we  will  know  it 
in  our  hearts  rather  than  in  our  minds.... 

And  isn't  that  how  we  learn  best;  one  piece  at  a time?  I know  that  I 
would  certainly  become  overwhelmed  if  someone  were  to  tell  me  the  complete 

workings  of  a computer,  (for  instance),  in  one  sitting I can't  even 

begin  to  imagine  what  would  happen  if  instead  of  a computer  it  was  Wakan 
Tanka,  (Great  Mystery)  which  contains  all  things  known  and  unknown,  being 
revealed  to  me  in  one  sitting. . . . 

Was  not  the  Cannupa  only  revealed  some  nineteen  generations  ago?  And  what 
would  you  do  if  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  returned  this  very  day  with  a 
new  bundle  containing  something  even  more  powerful  than  the  Cannupa?  Would 
you  turn  Her  away  saying,  "This  is  not  the  way  of  my  ancestors?  I will  not 
go  and  listen  to  Her!"  Or  would  you  be  one  of  those  saying,  "How  can  this 
be  for  there  is  nothing  more  powerful  than  the  Cannupa?  Stone  Her  and  kill 
Her!"  Or  would  you  be  one  of  those  who  listened  to  Her  and  when  you  felt 
the  truth  of  Her  words,  you  would  welcome  Her  into  your  heart  and  give 
thanks  for  Her  new  gift? 

My  Grandpa,  (who  is  in  his  eighties  and  has  been  a spiritual  leader  of  his 
tribe  for  many  years),  tells  me  that  "Great  Spirit  is  so  vast  and  so 
powerful  that  if  we  human  beings  were  to  see  as  much  of  Him  as  a few  grains 
of  sand  are  to  a beach.. it  would  blind  us,  drive  us  crazy  or  kill 

us that  is  why  Great  Spirit  has  never  revealed  Himself/Herself  to  us 

except  through  the  prophets  and  through  the  creation" .. .Why  is  it  then  that 
we  humans  try  so  desperately  to  put  limitations  upon  something  this  vast 
and  powerful?  Could  it  be  fear?  And  if  so,  I wonder  why  we  so  fear  the 
very  Essence  that  loves  us  so  unconditionally? 

The  regalia  I wear  is  not  that  of  my  ancestors,  even  though  it  may  be  very 
similar  in  many  ways,  it  is  mine... I have  either  made  or  had  given  to  me 
each  piece... and  it  has  come  one  piece  at  a time... over  the  last  eight  or 
ten  years... and  is  still  not  complete  and  may  never  be.... it  doesn't  have 
any  meaning  for  my  ancestors  and  won't  have  the  same  meaning  for  my 

children...  its  meaning  resides  in  my  heart  because  I have  taken  the  time  to 

be  with  and  understand  each  piece 

I feel  the  same  way  about  my  spirituality ...  it  does  not  belong  to  my 
ancestors,  even  though  it  may  be  similar  in  many  ways...  and  the 

spirituality  of  my  children  will  belong  to  them  as  mine  does  to  me...  I only 

hope  and  pray  that  my  children  will  take  the  time  to  be  with  and  understand 
even  more  of  Great  Spirit  than  I have.... 

I have  one  more  question  for  those  who  say  that  they  believe  exactly  as 
their  ancestors  and  that  nothing  should  be  added  to  or  taken  away  from 
that;.... do  you  also  believe  their  superstitions?  If  not,  than  you  have 

taken  away  a great  part  of  their  spirituality I personally  have  chosen 

to  leave  behind  many  of  the  superstitions  which  I found  were  not  true  of  the 
world  in  which  I live....  And  I wonder  also  how  those  who  profess  to  live 
tradition,  can  light  their  smudges,  their  Cannupa  or  their  Sacred  Fire  with 
a match  or  a lighter  instead  of  an  ember  from  a fire  which  is  kept  burning 
or  perhaps  by  rubbing  two  sticks  together?  Or  how  can  they  never  sing,  in 
their  ceremonies,  a song  which  is  less  than  five-hundred  or  a thousand  years 
old?  Saying  that  one  lives  as  closely  as  possible  to  traditions  doesn't  cut 
it.... either  one  lives  them  or  they  don't.... the  second  you  deviate  the 
tiniest  bit  you  have  CHANGED  (added  to  or  taken  from)  tradition  . . . 

(and,  some  say,  the  only  thing  that  is  constant  is  change) 

I don't  want  to  live  history... I want  to  help  make  it.... so  that  one  day; 
a few  hundred  years  from  now,  children  somewhere  will  sit  and  read  about 
their  ancestors  of  the  1900's...and  hopefully  hear  of  us  in  terms  other  than 
savage  and  barbaric.... 

I intend  in  no  way  to  offend  anyone  and  ask  forgiveness  if  I have.... and  I 
am  not  asking  or  implying  that  you  should  believe  as  I do.... these  are  only 


the  pondenings  of  one  who  is  trying  to  understand  as  much  as  possible  of 

that  which  is  beyond  total  comprehension. .. .Wakan  Tanka and  my 

connection  to  that  Great  Mystery I only  ask  that  you  read  and  ponder 

these  thoughts  for  a while....  and  that,  if  you  respond,  you  do  so 
constructively  so  that  perhaps  we  both  can  learn  more... 

All  My  Relations, 

John  Eagle  Smith 
Mi ' KMaq 

P.S.  I have  stated  only  that  which  I believe  and  I neither  speak  for,  nor 
represent,  anyone  else 

and  keep  your  flames  for  I already  have  a sacred 


fire  burning 


RE:  Indians  of  Mexico" 


Date:  11:20  PM  Dec  30 
From:  jhoward@vvm.com 

Sub j : Indians  of  Mexico  - not  "native  american" 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

Why  is  it  that  whenever  you  see  a map  of  the  Indian  tribes  of  North 
America,  it  always  is  cut  off  at  the  Southern  Border  of  the  United  States, 
or  at  the  Rio  Grande?  Even  if  the  map  goes  all  the  way  up  to  the  top  of 
Canada,  it  still  winds  up  cutting  some  Indian  lands  up  right  in  two  - like 
the  Apaches,  Papago,  Pima,  Yaqui,  who  originally  live  in  Northern  Mexico 
and  Southwestern  US.  As  if  native  americans  only  live  on  English  speaking 
lands.  And  Mexico  has  much  more  Native  Americans  than  the  US  does,  anyway. 

In  fact,  the  majority  of  the  population  in  Mexico  comes  from  original 
Native  Americans.  If  Native  Americans  are  suffering  and  being 
discriminated  against  in  the  US,  what  about  the  ones  in  Mexico  who  can't 
even  cross  the  borders  between  Mexico  and  the  US?  Wouldn't  it  be  better 
for  the  Native  Americans  in  the  US,  if  their  brothers  from  the  south  of  the 
border  could  come  across  freely?  What  an  influence  it  could  have  on  the  US 
native  american  population.  Also,  the  Mexican  native  americans  had  the 
largest  and  most  developed  cultural  centers  of  North  America,  including 
writing  systems  and  great  pyramids.  Look  at  the  native  american  cultural 
things  available  in  the  US.  Even  there,  while  the  native  american  culture 
(recordings,  for  example),  come  from  Canada  and  the  US,  they  stop  at  the 
southern  border.  Its  as  if  the  only  native  american  in  the  US  is  the 
"Anglo-Saxon"  native  american,  while  in  reality  the  most  suppressed  and 
rejected  native  american  in  the  United  States  is  the  most  authentic  native 
american  of  all  - the  Mexican  native  american,  who,  in  the  US,  is  treated 
as  if  they  don't  exist. 

"RE : Cheyenne  & Arapaho  Employment"  - 

Date:  Fri,  27  Dec  1996  15:07:19  -0600 

From:  Pre-installed  User  <KARINC@postoffice.worldnet.att.net> 

Sub j : Employment  Opportunity 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  Cheyenne  & Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  are  advertising  the  following 
employment  opportunity.  Please  contact  the  Personnel  Department  (Joyce 
Martinez)directly  at  (405)  262-0345  or  (800)  247-4612  for  more 
information  and  a Tribal  Application. 

Position:  Controller,  Finance  Department 
Location:  Tribal  Administration  Office,  Concho,  OK 
Issue  Date:  12/20/96  Closing  Date:  01/17/97 

Statement  of  Responsibility: 

Under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Business  Manager,  the  Controller  has 
overall  responsibility  for  the  administration  of  the  financial  affairs 


of  the  C & A Tribes  and  prepares  the  financial  analysis  of  the  Tribal 
Operations . 

Description  of  Duties: 

Maintains  & coordinates  the  accounting  functions  in  accordance  with  GAAP 
and  with  governmental  cost  principles  (i.e.  OMB  Circular  A-87  and  A-102) 

Directs  and  coordinates  the  financial  operation  of  the  Tribes'; 

Examines  and  reviews  contracts  for  proper  completion  and  compliance  with 
grant  terms  and  conditions; 

Establishes  major  financial  goals,  economic  objectives,  and  policies  of 
the  Tribes; 

Directs  the  preparation  and  accuracy  of  reports  outlining  the  Tribes' 
financial  status,  including  the  completion  of  all  necessary  federal  and 
state  financial  reports  to  the  granting  agencies; 

Prepares  financial  analysis  of  Tribal  Operations  and  makes 
recommendations  to  the  Business  Committee  and  Business  Manager; 

Arranges  for  audits  or  other  necessary  contractual  services  of  Tribal 
accounts; 

Must  have  prior  experience  in  developing  and  negotiating  Indirect  Cost 
Agreements; 

Directs,  controls,  and  coordinates  the  function  of  inventory; 

Develops  and  coordinates  necessary  and  appropriate  accounting  data  for 
all  departments; 

Supervises  the  employees  of  the  Finance  Department; 

Directly  supervises  the  Payroll  Department; 

Assures  that  all  payroll  taxes  are  paid  on  a timely  basis  and  is 
responsible  for  preparation  of  all  federal  and  state  tax  reports; 

Maintains  communications  with  private  and  governmental  agencies  in 
reference  to  financial  matters  of  the  Tribes. 

Qualifications : 

Master's  degree  in  Finance  with  courses  in  management  or  Master's  degree 
in  Business  Administration  with  supplementary  courses  in  finance, 
accounting,  and  computers. 

CPA  Preferred; 

Two  (2)  year's  experience  in  computerized  accounting  and  payroll 
software,  preferably  the  MIP  System; 

Excellent  writing  skill  and  oral  communication  skills  a must; 

Professional  demeanor  with  a flexible  attitude  and  strong  organizational 
skills; 

Skilled  in  management  procedures  and  skilled  in  diplomacy  toward  dealing 
with  people  and  staff  in  maintaining  high  morale  and  productivity. 

Cheyenne-Arapaho  preference 


Salary:  Negotiable,  depending  upon  qualifications. 


"RE : Project  Director  Job"  

Date:  Thu,  26  December  96  08:00  -0500 
From:  Zona  Seca 

Sub j : Pro-Youth  Coalition  Project  Director  Position  Opening 
Transcribed  Snail-mail 

Pro-Youth  Coalition  Santa  Barbara,  California 
Project  Director 


The  Project  Director  of  the  Pro-Youth  Coalition  of  Santa  Barbara  is 
responsible  for  coordinating  the  implementation  and  management  of  the 
Pro-Youth  Coalition  Implementation  Plan.  The  Project  Director  will  be 
directly  supervised  by  the  Executive  Director  of  Zona  Seca,  the 
Administrative  Agency  of  the  Pro-Youth  Coalition,  meet  regularly  with  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  receive  policy  direction  from  the  Pro-Youth 
Coalition  Steering  Committee.  The  salary  range  is  $40,000  to  $46,000  per 
year  depending  on  experience.  The  following  benefits  are  provided:  vacation 
accrued  per  month  determined  by  years  of  employment,  sick  leave  accrued  per 
month  determined  by  years  of  employment,  twelve  holidays  per  year  or  as 
determined  by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Administrative  Agency,  medical, 
dental,  life  insurance  and  employee  retirement  program. 

Qualifications  and  Characteristics 


Minimum  of  five  years  experience  working  in  a non-profit  organization 
including  supervising  staff  and  working  with  community  based  organizations, 
public  agencies  and  private  sector.  Understanding  of  the  bi-cultural  Latino 
community  necessary.  Knowledge  and  experience  in  youth  violence  prevention 
programs  necessary. 

Masters  degree  in  Human  Services  Administration  or  related  experience 
desirable  and/or  eight  years  extensive  experience  related  to  the  mission 
of  the  Pro-Youth  Coalition.  Bi-lingual  skills  desirable.  Working 
knowledge  of  non-profit  fiscal  management,  including  fund  administration  and 
budgeting  a must.  Experience  in  Fund  Development  will  be  considered  a plus. 

Demonstrated  ability  in  public  speaking,  written  and  oral  communications 
and  strong  interpersonal  relations  a must. 

Responsibilities 


The  Project  Director  will  be  responsible  for  the  oversight  of  the  entire 
implementation  plan.  Developing  memorandums  of  agreements  with 
subcontractors;  coordinating  and  developing  the  bidding  process  for  the 
selection  of  subcontractors  and  overseeing  these  contracts;  providing  direct 
supervision  of  clerical  assistance;  organizing  the  domain  specific 
collaborative;  providing  staff  support  and  leadership  in  the  long  range 
planning,  advocacy,  and  capacity  building  efforts  of  the  Coalition; 
conducting  outreach  and  public  relations  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Coalition; 
overseeing  data  collection  and  evaluation  efforts. 

Send  Resume  to:  Zona  Seca 

c/o  Executive  Director 
119  N.  Milpas  Street 
Santa  Barbara,  CA  93103 
Phone  (805)  963-8961 

"RE;  Honor  the  Earth"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Dec  1996  22:32:17  -0800 
From:  Candice  Gohn  <cgohn@olympus.net> 

Sub j : Honor  the  Earth 


Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 


Hey  y ' all . . . 


I just  wanted  to  let  everybody  know  about  an  awesome  organization  called 
Honor  the  Earth.  Its  a campaign  organized  by  the  Indigenous 
Environmental  Network,  the  Indigenous  Women's  Network,  the  Seventh 
Generation  Fund,  and  everyone's  favorite  musical  activists,  the  Indigo 
Girls.  Honor  the  Earth  creates  awareness  and  support  for  Indigenous 
environmental  issues  and  leverages  needed  financial  and  political 
resources  for  the  survival  of  sustainable  Indigenous  communities.  The 
campaign  utilizes  music,  the  arts,  media,  and  Indigenous  wisdom  to  ask 
people  to  recognize  our  joint  dependency  on  the  Earth,  and  create  a 
voice  for  those  who  are  not  heard.  The  latest  HTE  project  was  the 
August  release  of  a double  CD  set  called  Honor.  The  album  was  put  out  on 
Daemon  Records  (an  independent  label  owned  and  operated  by  Indigo  Girl 
Amy  Ray),  and  features  never-before-released  tracks  by  artists  such  as 
Soul  Asylum,  Bonnie  Raitt,  Toad  the  Wet  Sprocket,  Matthew  Sweet,  Ulali, 
Indigo  Girls,  Bruce  Cockburn,  Victoria  Williams,  Rusted  Root,  Exene 
Cervenka,  Luka  Bloom,  lane  Siberry,  Latin  Playboys,  Indigenous,  lohn 
Trudell,  Keith  Secola,  loy  Harjo  and  Peotic  lustice,  Sherman  Alexie, 
Frank  Hyde,  and  Reversing  Hour.  All  of  the  proceeds  for  Honor  will 
benefit  the  HTE  campaign  and  directly  support  Indigenous  groups  working 
to  protect  their  communities  from  environmental  threats.  Its  an  awesome 
compilation  of  intense  yet  enjoyable  music  and  spoken  word. 

Call  up  your  local  radio  station  and  put  in  a request  for  some  tracks  to 
be  played,  if  you're  interested.  It's  a good  way  to  check  out  the 
material  and  spread  some  awareness  at  the  same  time. 

If  you  want  more  information  about  Honor  the  Earth  or  any  of  its  effects 
or  goals  you  can  write  to  me  at  "cgohn@olympus.net"  and  I'll  send  you 
some  information,  or  you  can  contact  the  actual  network  center  by 
posting  to  "honor@dexmn.com". 

You  can  also  check  out  the  HTE  website  at  "http://www.honorearth.com". 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  support  and  happy  holidays. 

Greta  Gohn 

"Honor  the  Earth  is  not  just  another  environmental  cause.  The  basic 
issues  of  human  rights,  justice  and  our  own  survival  are  at  stake... this 
campaign  is  a way  to  become  part  of  the  solution  to  the  environmental 
threats  facing  our  planet."  -Amy  Ray 

- — "RE:  Poem:  Trouble"  

Date:  22  Apr  1996  16:53:09  GMT 

From:  DHB4450@utalrg.uta.edu(3oseph  Sky  Turtle) 

Sub j : Trouble 

UUCP  email 

Great  Spirit 
I'm  troubled 
>From  every  side. 

Do  you  know  where  I can  hide? 

Go  to  the  Coyote, 

Great  Spirit  replied, 

>From  your  trouble 
He'll  Teach  you  to  hide. 

So  off  I went 
Feeling  just  fine 
Until  I met  Coyote 
Tangled  in  a vine. 


How  did  you  get  there 


Coyote  my  friend? 

And  why  do  I smell 
Trouble  in  the  wind? 

Great  Spirit  how  do  I 
Get  free  from  this  vine? 

You  should  have  heard 
That  Coyote's  smooth  line! 

Ha!  said  Great  Spirit, 

Coyote  did  just  fine. 

When  the  vine  sets  you  free 
You'll  know  Coyote  is  but  me. 

Don't  hide  from  your  trouble. 

Or  how  will  you  see. 

That  like  Coyote 
The  vine  is  just  me. 

There's  much  trouble 
In  this  universe  of  mine. 

Stay  where  your  at 

And  we'll  both  solve  it  in  time. 

1ST 


- "RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  96/12/22  22:55 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  lanuary  5-11 

IANUALI 

(lanuary) 

(Kaelo) 

5 

I am  a part  of  the  land,  ka  aina.  The  soil  is  my  flesh,  the 
mountains  my  bones. 

6 

My  voice  is  the  voice  of  the  wind,  ka  makani;  my  dance  is 
the  dance  of  the  waves. 

7 

I am  reborn  in  the  image  of  my  fathers  and  mothers. 

8 

The  spirit  of  the  land  guides  me  in  every  choice  that  I must  make. 

9 

This  land  is  born  of  fire  and  ocean  and  wind.  In  my  mind  is 
the  fire  of  knowledge;  in  my  blood  run  the  currents  of  the 
ocean;  in  the  wind  do  I hear  the  song  of  my  spirit. 

10 

The  rumble  of  the  volcano  is  like  the  beating  of  a great  heart. 

11 

The  gift  of  knowledge  is  never  diminished. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  


Date:  Thu,  2 lanuary  97  08:00  -0500 


From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

>From  News  From  Indian  Country's  Pow-wow  Directory,  Late  Dec.  1996 

Ian  4 Mason  School  Pow-wow,  Mason  Middle  School,  Tacoma,  WA 

Info:  206-596-1139 

Ian  17-19  Indian  River  Native  American  Festival,  Municipal  Stadium 
New  Smyrna  Beach,  FL 
Info:  904-424-0660 

Ian  19  Mid-Winter  Pow-wow,  Thayer  Academy,  Braintree,  MA 

Info:  617-884-4227 

Ian  23-27  Discover  N.A.  '97,  Vinoy  Park,  St.  Petersburg,  FL 
Info:  800-683-7800,  Ext.  1467 

lan  24-26  Winter  Benefit,  Dayton,  OH 

Info:  513-275-8599 

lan  30-Feb  2 Seminole  Pow-Wow,  Pow-wow  Grounds,  Immokalee,  FL 
Info:  941-657-3400  or  800-683-7800 

From:  News  from  Native  California,  P.O.  Box  9145,  Berkeley,  CA  94709, 


Dec.  6 - Dan.  17 

"Ancestral  Memories:  A Tribute  to  Native  American  Survival, 
CN  Gorman  Museum,  Hart  Hall,  UC  Davis,  Tue.-Fri,  noon-5  p.m., 
works  by  various  Native  American  artists. 

Info:  916-752-6567 

Dan.  9 "California  Indian  Mission  Baskets:  Gifts  from  the  Past 

Give 

Meaning  to  Today's  Culture.  Santa  Barbara  Museum  of  Natural 
History,  Fleischmann  Auditorium,  2559  Puesta  del  Sol  Rd., 
Santa  Barbara,  7:30  p.m.  Free  Admission 
Info:  805-682-4711 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Doe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Smith,  Dackie  Leroux/Ottawa  Sun,  Danet  Smith, 
Debra  F.  Sanders,  Doseph  Sky  Turtle,  Dohn  Eagle  Smith,  Kyle  T.  Lucas, 
Doseph  C.  Winter,  Dave  Henry  via  Derry  Cluney  via  Tom  Kunesh,  Zona  Seca, 
Mohawk  Nation,  Cheyenne  & Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma,  Candice  Gohn, 

Scott  Robert  Ladd,  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Perry  via  atn, 

Doanna  Nanake  (Earth  Girl)  Soto  Aviles 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Web  Page  Now  Exists"  

Date:  11:59  PM  Dec  10,  1996 

From:  gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us 

Sub j : research  questions  Web  page  now  exists 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVE- L (native-l@gnosys .svle.ma.us) 


I have  just  created  a page  at  the  NativeNet  World  Wide  Web  archive  site 
to  deal  with  research  questions  which  have  been  submitted  either  to  the 
NATIVE-L  list  or  to  myself  personally.  As  I think  most  of  you  know  (at 
least  you'll  know  if  you've  been  on  the  list  for  a while  and/or  you've 
read  the  article  that  you  received  when  you  first  subscribed) , I have  not 
been  accepting  most  questions  on  the  NATIVE-L  list  for  this  calendar  year. 
The  reason  for  excluding  questions  from  the  list  is  so  that  it  can  be  used 
for  important  bulletins.  As  I announced  in  an  article  I posted  on  17 
January  ("NativeNet:  temporary  slowdown  necessary"),  the  reduction  in 
traffic  was  mainly  to  make  it  possible  for  me  to  spend  less  time  in 
managing  the  mailing  list  so  that  I could  spend  that  time  improving  the 
lists  and  the  Web  site,  which  I have  done  to  the  best  of  my  ability  since 
that  time. 

It  has  troubled  me  every  time  I have  declined  to  relay  a question  to  the 
list,  particularly  in  cases  where  the  question  being  asked  represented 
what  seemed  like  an  important  topic  of  research.  As  those  of  you  know  who 
were  on  the  NATIVE-L  mailing  list  prior  to  this  year,  there  used  to  be 
some  interesting  questions  and  answers  posted  to  the  list  which  provided  a 
learning  experience  for  all  of  us.  But  I also  felt,  as  I have  each  time 
I've  created  a new  list  to  make  it  possible  to  voluntarily  participate  in 
a dialogue  on  some  particular  subject  (education,  language,  health, 

Columbus  Quincentenary),  the  greater  good  was  being  served,  because  it 
seemed  better  to  let  people  decide  for  themselves  what  discussions  and 
exchanges  of  information  to  subscribe  to. 

I feel  it  is  so  in  the  matter  of  questions  and  answers.  I know  that  some 
people  are  very  busy  and  would  prefer  to  be  able  to  see  only  the  news 
bulletins  and  skip  the  questions  and  answers.  Also,  particularly  since 
the  commercialization  of  the  Internet,  many  questions  have  been  submitted 
which  are  of  a very  informal  nature,  including  those  of  people  who  are 
seeking  to  trace  what  they  feel  to  be  their  Native  ancestry  and  people 
wanting  information  about  such  things  as  arts  and  crafts  and  touring. 

There  have  also  been  many  questions  from  parents  whose  children  have 
school  papers  due  in  a couple  of  days  who  are  looking  for  a quick  and  easy 
way  to  get  information  that  doesn't  involve  going  to  the  library  (and  even 
university  students  have  been  known  to  make  similar  inquiries!). 

I feel  quite  comfortable  with  my  decision  to  exclude  questions  from  this 
mailing  list,  despite  occasional  misgivings.  The  main  problem  has  been 
that  there  has  been  nowhere  (except  perhaps  Usenet  newsgroups,  which  are 
fraught  with  their  own  unique  problems)  to  send  people  who  want  to  ask 
even  serious  questions  for  which  searches  through  libraries  often  turn 
up  little  information. 

Well,  now  I'm  working  toward  implementing  a scheme  whereby  I hope  it  will 
be  possible  to  accept  various  kinds  of  questions  and  to  have  them  read 
only  by  those  who  decide  they  want  to  try  to  help  those  asking  these 
questions.  I hope  to  have  a new  mailing  list  devoted  to  this  purpose 
before  much  longer.  Meanwhile,  my  solution  will  be  to  vector  such  items 
to  one  of  a number  of  Web  pages  I am  setting  up. 

My  plan  is  to  have  several  Web  pages,  one  for  each  of  several  types  of 
questions : 

1.  serious  research 

2.  informal  research 

3.  miscellaneous  information  request 

4.  project  information 

5.  project  misc.  (e.g.  sources  of  funding) 

6.  misc.  (non-information)  request 

Perhaps  other  categories  will  suggest  themselves  over  time. 

The  initial  page  is  for  the  first  ("serious  research")  category  mentioned 
above.  The  URL  is  "http://bioc09.uthscsa.edu/natnet/archive/qa/sr/96/" 

Here  is  a list  of  entries  in  this  list  at  present  (sorted  by  reverse  time 
of  receipt  - most  recent  article  first): 

+ Ecuador  expedition  studies  indigenous  perceptions 
+ Indian  source  of  American  democracy? 


+ Navajo  Women  in  Navajo  Politics 

+ need  ideas  for  Native  women  training  program  in  Alaska 
+ Red  Roots  of  White  Feminism?  (re  Paula  Gunn  Allen) 

+ Lummi,  Salmon,  & Culture? 

+ Santa  Clara  v.  Martinez 

+ Porno  question 

+ Taxation  Status  of  First  Nations 

+ water/soil  testing  regulations  on  reserves? 

+ talking  stick? 

+ need  documents  on  asian  logging  in  Brazil 
+ Tupinamba  tribe  of  Brazil? 

+ Sac  & Fox  / Shoshone  environmental  issue  research 
+ Looking  for  Namatjira 

+ need  help  in  structuring  major  in  study  of  Cherokee  people 
+ need  information  on  Chitamacha  tribe 

+ contact  info  for  Robert  Williams,  Dim  Anaya,  Vine  Deloria? 

+ need  source  of  documents  pertaining  to  NAGPRA  (New  York  state) 

+ Guarina?  (in  Cuba  during  Spanish  conquest) 

+ Accuracy  in  NA  depictions  - need  info  for  screenplay  on  Ute  incident 
+ Information  Search  for  Construction  Contract 

+ policy/practice  of  Indian  child  education? 

+ Ontario  aboriginal  demographics? 

+ Dam  Sams?  (author  of  _Cards  of  the  Floly  Way_) 

+ Australian  Aboriginal  theatre 

+ affirmative  action  benefits  for  Native  Americans? 

+ info  on  Stephen  Cornell  / Doseph  Kalt  (Flarvard)? 

+ use  of  Indian  names/images  in  sports  teams  / non-Native  businesses? 

+ need  info  on  N.A.  involvement  with  criminal  justice  system 
+ U.S.  federal  recognition  harder  for  black/N.A.  mixed-bloods? 

+ publications  on  sustainable  development  in  N.A. /rural  communities? 

+ Historic  Sites  and  Monuments  Act  - Canada 

+ Native  American  Studies  Department  mailing  lists? 

+ need  references  on  aboriginal  understanding  of  justice 
+ request  assistance  for  lobbying  Congress  through  e-mail 
+ need  into  on  sterilization  of  Native  American  women 
+ risk  assessment  and  indigenous/folk  knowledge? 

(I  again  apologize  to  each  of  the  people  submitting  these  questions,  as 
I did  at  the  time  I declined  to  relay  them,  for  the  fact  that  I was  not 
able  to  get  them  out  sooner.) 

I haven't  yet  entirely  decided  whether  to  do  anything  about  the  informal 
questions  any  time  soon.  One  problem  is  that  I don't  have  time  myself 
to  handle  such  things,  so  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  recruit  a 
volunteer  to  manage  the  system  (which  just  means  deciding  which  articles 
to  accept).  And,  since  there  is  at  present  no  mailing  list,  I am  not 
yet  committing  myself  to  accept  new  questions,  but  I hope  to  be  able  to 
do  so  before  too  much  longer.  I'll  make  an  announcement  via  this  list 
once  there  is  any  change  in  this  policy. 

For  now,  I'd  just  like  to  encourage  those  of  you  who  would  like  to  try 
to  help  your  fellow  netizens  to  take  a look  at  this  Web  page  and  write 
directly  to  those  asking  the  questions  (you  can  just  select  the  address 
link  embedded  in  each  message  to  reply,  so  it  should  be  fairly  easy  to 
do  so). 

Please  let  me  know  what  you  think  of  this  idea  and/or  if  you  have  any 
problems  in  using  this  system. 

Thanks . 

Gary 


Gary  S.  Trujillo 
Somerville,  Massachusetts 


gst@gnosys . svle . ma . us 
{bu .edu, spdcc , cdp} ! gnosys !gst 


RE:  Simon  Fraser  Univ.  Professorship 


Date:  Fri,  27  Dec  1996  15:22:06  -0600 


From:  atn@web.apc.org 

Sub  j : First  Nations  Studies  professor  opening  at  Simon  Fraser  University 


This  is  passed  on  from  a postings  bulletin  received  from  Simon  Fraser 
University.  Please  direct  any  inquiries  or  responses  to  the  address 
given  with  the  posting;  we're  just  the  messenger. 

Flappy  Flolidays 


Simon  Fraser  University  --  First  Nations  Studies.  Applications  are  being 
accepted  for  a tenure-track  position  in  First  Nations  Studies  starting 
September  1,  1997.  Appointment  will  be  made  at  the  assistant  professor 
rank.  First  Nations  Studies  is  an  interdisciplinary  program;  a joint 
appointment  will  be  made  between  this  program  and  an  academic  department 
suited  to  the  background  of  the  successful  candidate. 

Candidates  must  hold  or  expect  a Ph.  D,  or  demonstrate  equivalent 
background  and  experience  in  First  Nations  studies  or  a related  discipline 
by  the  time  of  appointment.  A prospective  appointee  should  show  strong 
promise  as  a researcher,  with  expertise  in  one  or  more  areas  of  interest 
within  First  Nations  studies,  and  be  prepared  to  become  active  in  the 
development  of  a new  First  Nations  studies  program  on  SFU's  main  campus. 
Acquaintance  with  First  Nations  in  B.  C,  community-based  teaching,  and/or 
program  development  are  desirable  assets.  Teaching  duties  will  include 
courses  in  First  Nations  studies  and  related  disciplines,  according  to  the 
background  of  the  appointee. 

Send  a letter  of  application,  curriculum  vitae,  the  names  of  three 
referees,  and  sample  publications  (by  February  28,  1997)  to: 

Dr.  T.  Perry, 

Associate  Dean, 

Faculty  of  Arts, 

Simon  Fraser  University, 

Burnaby,  B.  C. 

V5A  1S6, 


Canada  [phone:  (604)  291-3913,  FAX:  (604)  291-3033,  e-mail : perry@sfu . ca ] . 


In  accordance  with  Canadian  Immigration  requirements,  this 

advertisement  is  directed  to  Canadian  citizens  and  permanent  residents. 

SFU  is  committed  to  the  principle  of  employment  equity,  and  offers  equal 

employment  opportunities  to  qualified  applicants.  SFU  is  actively  seeking 

applications  from  persons  of  First  Nations  origin  for  this  position. 

Thomas  A.  Perry 

Associate  Dean  of  Arts 

Simon  Fraser  University 

8888  University  Drive 

Burnaby,  B.  C.  V5A  1S6 

Phone: (604)  291-3913 

Dean  of  Arts  General  Office:  (604)  291-4414 
Dean  of  Arts  Office  Fax:  (604)  291-3033 
E-mail:  perry@sfu.ca 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Taino-L,  Nativehistory-L  NativeLit  & 
NATIVE-L  listserversj  Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native^rec. arts. theatre. misc^ 
alt . native, alt . acting, ape . indig. info, igc . list . indknow;  UUCP  & genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  am  poor  and  nakedj  but  I am  the  chief  of  a nation.  We  do  not  want 
riches  but  we  do  want  to  train  our  children  right.  Riches  would  do  us 
no  good.  We  could  not  take  them  with  us  to  the  next  world.  We  do  not 
want  riches.  We  want  peace  and  love." 

Chief  Red  Cloud  (Makhpiya-luta) , Oglala 
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+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

i ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej  | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  | 

[ of  the  Republic  | 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  ConfederacieSj  j 

j as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitutionj  j 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


[ so  that  my  forefathers  j 
| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Almost  exactly  one  month  ago  I used  this  space  to  tell  you  of  a deer 
"bait  and  kill"  program  the  city  of  Rapid  City,  SD  was  instituting  due  to 
deer  invading  gardens  and  golf  greens.  This  issue  has  a number  of  articles 
describing  a "capture  and  slaughter"  program  the  National  Parks  Service 
is  setting  to  eradicate  bison  suspected  of  carrying  brucellosis.  The  test 
is  similar  to  the  test  given  for  HIV  positive  humans  in  that  it  does  not 
give  positive  proof  of  brucellosis. 

Over  and  over  again,  the  "answer"  the  dominant  society  arrives  at  is 
one  of  expediency.  Wolves,  coyotes,  deer  and  buffalo  all  slaughtered  in 
one  way  or  another  until  the  effects  of  the  resulting  imbalance  become 
apparent . 

Be  aware  there  is  a growing  preponderance  of  evidence  there  are  too  many 
people  on  Mother. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

) Marietta,  GA  30006, 

===w=w=== 

News  of  the  people  feat 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- No  Restrictions? 

- Luis  Rodriguez 

- Help  Stop  Slaughter 

- Petition  for  Redress 

- Paranoia  over  Bison 

- Dine'  Call  for  Letters 

- Response  to  The  Sacred  Circle 

- Help  Save  Wolf  River 

- Desecration 

- Massive  Amazon  land  Grab 

- Native  Theatre  School 

- How  to  Use  Tobacco 

- Positions  at  UCLA 

- Airhead  lob  in  Seattle 

- Santa  Cruz  Counselor  lob 

- Poem:  The  Worst  Sin 

- Poem:  Communion  with  Nature 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offli 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 

U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 

red  in  this  issue  

Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Bison  Slaughter  Set 

- Bison  Slaughter 

- Lubicon  Boycott  of  Daishowa 

- Keweenaw  Bay  Update 

- Nunavut  Recommendations 

- Wisconsin-Milwaukee  Professors 

- SUNY  Provost  Position 


RE:  No  Restrictions? 


Date:  Fri  lan  3 04:57:04  1997 
From:  jans@genie.com 
Sub j : There  Will  Be 

UUCP  email 


' Siyo, 

Well,  I don't  believe  lanklow,  just  because  he  puts  an  exclamation  point 
behind  it.  He  has  a long  and  not  particularly  illustrious  history  where 
relations  with  South  Dakota  Native  Americans  are  concerned  (starting  with 
his  activities  in  1973  regarding  Wounded  Knee  and  in  defense  of  Dick  Wilson 
and  his  goons).  And  the  fact  that  the  best  argument  he  can  mount  for  his 


credibility  is  to  check  with  an  ICT  article  isn't  particularly  convincing, 
either.  If  the  best  argument  Newt  Gingritch  had  for  his  credibility  was  that 
a reporter  for  the  Atlanta  Constitution  backs  his  story,  who'd  believe  THAT? 

If  you  believe  this  letter  - the  State  of  SD  under  the  leadership  of 
lanklow  and  with  cooperation  between  Lakota  and  state  government  officials, 
have  created  a productive  environment  for  the  Lakota  people  to  live,  work, 
and  practice  their  beliefs  on  their  sacred  grounds.  Is  that  the  truth  as 
Arvol,  Doe,  and  others  have  seen  it?  Is  that  the  truth  as  the  Grandfather, 
living  in  his  truck  camper  and  denied  the  opportunity  to  earn  an  honest 
living  experiences  it?  Is  that  the  truth  as  that  young  woman  with  a baby, 
who  couldn't  afford  to  do  more  than  leave  her  child  with  drunks  while  she 
did  the  low-paid  work  she  was  required  to  do,  experienced  it? 

Now,  I DO  believe  that  the  SD  government  and  the  BIA-supported  Tribal 
Council  probably  cooperate  with  each  other.  Since  that  Tribal  Council 
composes  the  "representatives  of  the  Lakota  People"  as  far  as  politics  and 
governmental  relations  are  concerned,  if  one  wanted  to  contact  a BIA-coached 
entity,  one  would  probably  find  support  for  lanklow' s claims.  And  so  the 
final  question.  Is  the  BIA  interested  in  the  best  interests  of  the  Indian 
People? 

So  my  question  is  this.  What  do  the  traditional  leaders  say?  In  1973,  if 
you  had  listened  to  Dick  Wilson,  you  would  have  thought  all  was  well  on  the 
Lakota  reservations,  or  would  have  been  if  it  hadn't  been  for  a few  backward 
extremists,  and  that  he  was  really  a very  nice  guy  who  was  all  for  the 
"progress"  of  the  Lakota  people. 

"RE : Luis  Rodriguez"  

Date:  Fri,  03  lan  1997  13:17:21  +0000 
From:  Bobby  Castillo  <aimca@earthlink.net> 

Sub j : luis  rodriquez 

Newsgroups:  alt. native  (Also  read  the  poem  by  Luis  in  this  issue) 

Luis  V.  Rodriguez 
ORIGINAL  TRIAL  JUDGE  STATES: 

"Luis  did  not  get  a fair  trial!" 

Luis  V.  Rodriguez  was  arrested  on  December  24,  1978,  for  the  alleged 
murders  of  two  California  Highway  Patrolmen  just  outside  of  Sacramento 
in  Yolo  County  at  a time  when  racial  tension  had  peaked  between  Native 
American/Chicano  and  African  American  communities  and  the  Yolo  County 
deputy  sheriffs.  Luis  had  never  before  been  convicted  of  any 
felony.  His  arrest,  conviction,  and  the  death  sentence  mandated  by 
the  court  were  based  on  and  obtained  through  irrefutable  racial 
discrimination,  police  and  prosecution  misconduct,  tainted  and 
unreliable  evidence,  and  false  witnesses  who  were  seeking  rewards, 
immunities,  and  police  favors. 

The  key  prosecution  witness  against  Luis  was  Margaret  Klaess,  an 
ex-girlf riend  who  was  a known  prostitute,  mentally  unstable  resulting  in 
three  different  stays  in  mental  institutions,  and  had  admitted  to  having 
suffered  continuous  hallucinations  in  1978  as  a result  of  her  PCP  use. 

In  spite  of  all  this,  the  prosecution  promised  her  immunity  from 
numerous  crimes  (including  perjury  during  the  Rodriguez  trial)  in 
exchange  for  her  tainted  testimony  against  Luis.  The  police  had 
witnesses  hypnotized  during  the  trial  (a  practice  that  has  since  been 
ruled  illegal)  and  they  suppressed  and  destroyed  evidence  that  would 
have  assisted  in  his  defense. 

The  original  trial  judge  in  this  case  has  stated  on  many  occasions  that 
Luis  did  NOT  receive  a fair  trial  and  that  he  personally  believes  Luis 
to  be  innocent.  He  has  agreed  that  the  key  prosecution  witness  testimony 
was  not  at  all  credible,  that  there  was  insufficient  evidence  to  sustain 
a conviction,  and  that  the  evidence  produced  was  tainted  and  unreliable. 

The  death  penalty  has  been  commuted  and  the  judge  has  ordered  a new 
trial  for  Rodriguez.  However,  because  of  political  pressure  and  the 
blatant  discriminatory  practices  of  the  First  Appellate  Court  and  the 
California  Supreme  Court,  the  injustice  of  this  case  has  been  covered-up 


and  prolonged. 

Luis  has  been  active  in  the  struggle  for  justice  and  equality  for  the 
poor,  oppressed,  and  people  of  color  since  age  sixteen.  Luis  has 
remained  committed  to  the  struggle  since  his  imprisonment  in  1978,  while 
on  Death  Row  for  ten  years  and  several  years  of  isolation  lock-up.  He 
has  become  a professional  journalist,  artist,  and  jailhouse  lawyer  in 
order  to  help  himself  and  others,  yet  he  has  gone  years  without  food 
packages.  His  efforts  have  been  for  the  people,  not  for  personal 
financial  gain. 

Luis  needs  your  support  to  win  his  vindication  and  freedom.  Help  us 
build  international  support.  Help  us  hire  investigators  and  lawyers.  We 
need  volunteers  and  donations  to  help  get  the  word  out  and  to  pay  legal 
debts.  Luis'  parents  even  sold  their  home  to  pay  part  of  these  costs. 

NOW  YOU  CAN  HELP: 

FOR  A $30.00  OR  MORE 

DONATION  YOU  WILL  RECEIVE  A GIFT  PACK  OF  GREETING  CARDS  PRODUCED  FROM 
THE  ORIGINAL  ARTWORK  OF  LUIS  V.  RODRIGUEZ  WHILE  ON  DEATH  ROW. 

HELP  US  EXPOSE  AND  RECTIFY  THE  CONTINUING  TERRIBLE  INJUSTICE  IN  THIS 
CASE.  SEND  A DONATION  OF  $50.00  - $100.00  AND  YOU  WILL  RECEIVE  A GIFT 
PACK  OF  CARDS  AND  COPIES  OF  VARIOUS  ARTICLES  WRITTEN  BY  LUIS  ON 
SOCIOPOLITICAL  AND  CRIMINAL  ISSUES  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  PUBLISHED  IN  THE  U.S. 
AND  INTERNATIONALLY,  AS  WELL  AS  A BOOK  OF  INFORMATION  ABOUT  LUIS'  TRIAL, 
CONVICTION,  INCARCERATION,  LEGAL  STRUGGLES,  AND  ARTWORK. 

MAKE  CHECKS  OR  MONEY  ORDERS  PAYABLE  TO: 

LUIS  V.  RODRIGUEZ 
JUSTICE  COMMITTEE 
3145  GEARY  BLVD.  #517 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA. 

94118 

OR  WRITE  DIRECTLY  TO  LUIS: 

LUIS  V.  RODRIGUEZ 
(A4-105)  #C-33000 
P.O.  BOX  7500 
CRESCENT  CITY,  CA. 

95532-7500 


- "RE:  Help  Stop  Slaughter"  

Date:  Sat,  04  Jan  97  03:26:29  -0600 
From:  "J.D.K.  Chipps"  < jdc@onr . com> 

Sub j : URGENT  ACTION  ALERT! 

UUCP  email 

URGENT  ACTION  ALERT 

HELP  STOP  CAPTURE  AND  SLAUGHTER  OF  YELLOWSTONE  BISON 

The  National  Park  Service  and  the  State  of  Montana  have  stooped  to  a new 
low  in  their  plan  to  kill  Yellowstone  bison.  Due  to  fears  of  the  livestock 
industry,  more  than  2,200  bison  have  been  killed  since  1985.  But  the  new 
plan  proposes  capturing  bison  and  transporting  them  to  slaughter. 

Specifically,  bison  approaching  the  Park's  northern  boundary  will  be 
captured  inside  the  Park,  loaded  into  trucks,  and  shipped  to  slaughterhouses. 
On  the  west  side  of  the  Park,  wandering  bison  will  be  captured  and  tested 
for  the  Brucella  abortus  bacteria,  with  test-positive  bison  and  all  pregnant 
bison  being  trucked  to  slaughter,  while  test-negative  bison  will  be  released. 
While  the  testing  may  allow  some  bison  to  live  who  would  have  been  killed 
under  previous  plans,  the  new  plan  will  still  result  in  the  unnecessary  and 
cruel  slaughter  of  hundreds  of  bison  this  winter. 

Please  write  and  call  the  following  individuals  immediately  and  demand  that 
they  halt  the  capture  and  slaughter  of  Yellowstone  bison.  Below  are  some 


points  you  may  wish  to  make. 


Governor  Marc  Racicot 
State  Capitol 
Helena,  MT  59620 
Office:  (406)  444-3111 
Home:  (406)  444-5543 

Superintendent  Mike  Finley 
Yellowstone  National  Park 
PO  Box  168 

Yellowstone  National  Park,  WY 
Phone:  (307)  344-2002 


Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt 
Department  of  the  Interior 
1849  C Street,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20240 
Phone:  (202)  208-7351 

Director  Roger  Kennedy 
National  Park  Service 
PO  Box  37127 

82190  Washington,  DC  20013 
Phone:  (202)  208-4621 


Capturing  bison  inside  Yellowstone  National  Park  for  transport  to  slaughter 
violates  federal  law  and  will  result  in  the  unnecessary  killing  of  hundreds 
of  bison. 

There  has  never  been  a case  of  disease  transmission  from  bison  to  cattle. 
Even  if  there  were  a risk,  cattle  are  not  present  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Park  from  November  to  Dune. 

The  blood  test  is  inaccurate,  and  three  out  of  four  bison  who  test 
positive  will  not  be  infected  but  will  be  killed. 

Moreover,  since  the  primary  route  of  transmission  is  through  contact  with 
an  aborted  fetus  or  birthing  materials,  no  male  bison  or  female  calf  or 
yearling  poses  any  risk  of  transmission.  All  test-positive  bison  will  be 
killed  anyway. 

The  capture,  confinement,  and  transport  of  wild  bison  will  result  in 
trauma  and  suffering. 

Thank  you  for  your  help! 

(Please  forward  this  notice  to  news  services  and  other  media  sources) 


(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 

\ ~ o / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 

(A  A)  (Remember  Wounded  Knee) 

\*/  http://www.onr.com/user/jdc 

^ ~ ^ ^ ~ ^ ^ rKj  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ r\j  ^ 

Help  recall  the  Medals  of  disHonor 

r\j  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru 


RE:  Petition  for  Redress 


Date:  Sat,  04  Dan  97  02:28:16  -0600 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps"  < jdc@onr . com> 

Sub j : Petition  for  Redress  of  Grievances 

UUCP  email 

Here  is  another"tool"  I ran  across  that  might  be  useful  in  our  fight  for 
the  buffalo.  It's  an  excerpt  from  an  article  on  Federal  Parks. 


"Another  way  to  stir  the  pot  would  be  to  send  members  of  Congress  who 
represent  you  a "Petition  For  Redress  of  Grievances."  To  refresh  our 
memory,  this  was  a right  included  in  the  1st  Amendment.  It  is  NOT  a 
privilege  as  the  hot  shots  in  government  keep  insisting. 

The  colonists  had  a great  deal  of  trouble  with  the  King  of  England.  They 
filed  these  petitions  to  ask  the  King  to  correct  the  wrongs  and  injustices 
which  had  occurred.  This  was  the  main  reason  they  included  this  right  in 
the  First  Amendment. 

I strongly  suggest  you  write  out  the  complaint  in  your  own  words.  It 
shouldn't  sound  as  though  you  are  following  something  out  of  a book.  You 
don't  need  a degree  in  english  to  make  your  demand  understood.  Write  it  as 
though  you  were  talking  to  a member  of  your  family  and  those  in  Congress 
will  understand  it  also. 

There  has  been  no  form  prescribed  for  a petition  for  redress.  Nor  did 
our  Founding  Fathers  specify  which  branch  of  government  these  petitions 


were  restricted  to.  Any  branch  can  be  petitioned  and  I recommend  ALL 
branches  receive  these  petitions!  This  right  has  fallen  into  nearly 
complete  disuse  over  the  past  years." 

(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 

\ ~ o / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 

(A  A)  (Remember  Wounded  Knee) 

\*/  http://www.onr.com/user/jdc 

r\j  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ /V  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ rw  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ 

Help  recall  the  Medals  of  disHonor 

"RE : Paranoia  over  Bison"  

Date:  Sat,  04  lan  97  04:05:38  -0600 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps"  < jdc@onr . com> 

Sub j : Paranoia  over  Bison  Lives 

UUCP  email 

YELLOWSTONE  SETTLEMENT  AGREEMENT  FAVORS  PARANOIA  OVER  BISON  LIVES 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  Monday,  November  6,  1995 
CONTACT: 

D.D.  Schubert,  (202)  588-5206 
Michael  Markarian,  (301)  585-2591 

The  State  of  Montana  and  the  U.S.  Government  have  reached  a settlement 
agreement  for  the  short-term  management  of  Yellowstone's  bison.  The  Fund 
for  Animals  today  released  a position  statement  highlighting  a complete 
lack  of  scientific  evidence  to  support  the  management  program. 

The  settlement  --  which  may  be  finalized  today  in  U.S.  District  Court  in 
Helena,  Montana  --  calls  for  a revision  to  the  existing  plan  to  permit  the 
capture,  testing,  and  killing  of  most  Yellowstone  bison  who  approach  the 
northern  and  western  boundaries  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  until  an 
environmental  impact  statement  (EIS)  on  a long-range  plan  is  completed  by 
Duly  1997.  Though  the  settlement  will  allow  some  bison  to  inhabit  public 
lands  in  Montana  --  an  improvement  over  a zero-tolerance  policy  advocated 
by  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  --  hundreds  of  bison  will  be  killed 
unnecessarily  to  placate  the  livestock  industry. 

"Politics,  not  science,  dictated  the  components  of  this  settlement," 
states  D.D.  Schubert,  Wildlife  Biologist  with  Meyer  and  Glitzenstein, 
representing  The  Fund  for  Animals.  "The  agencies  have  ignored  the 
scientific  evidence  and  have  bought  into  the  campaign  of  paranoia 
orchestrated  by  the  livestock  industry  at  the  expense  of  America's  only 
free-roaming  herd  of  bison." 

The  chance  that  a bison  can  transmit  Brucella  abortus  --  the  bacteria 
that  causes  brucellosis  --  to  cattle  is  extremely  rare.  Data  collected  on 
over  200  bison  killed  and  sampled  during  the  winter  of  1991-92  revealed 
that  none  of  those  animals,  at  the  time  of  their  death,  were  capable  of 
transmitting  the  bacteria,  if  such  transmission  is  even  possible.  Not 
surprisingly,  there  has  never  been  a documented  case  of  transmission  under 
natural  conditions.  "A  cow  is  far  more  likely  to  jump  over  the  moon  than 
be  exposed  to  Brucella  abortus  from  a bison,"  quips  Schubert. 

"The  American  and  international  public  should  be  outraged  that  the 
livestock  industry  has  been  allowed  to  slaughter  Yellowstone's  bison 
without  regard  to  scientific  evidence  and  common  sense,"  concludes 
Schubert.  "Citizens  who  are  outraged  by  the  destruction  of  these 
magnificent  animals  must  tell  their  elected  officials  and  tell  the 
agencies  who  tolerate  or  encourage  this  travesty  that  the  slaughter  of 
bison  must  end." 

The  Fund  for  Animals  is  a national  animal  protection  organization 
headquartered  in  New  York  City.  The  Fund  has  worked  to  protect 
Yellowstone's  bison  since  1985  and  will  continue  to  pursue  all  possible 
strategies,  including  litigation,  to  stop  the  slaughter  of  Yellowstone's 
bison . 

To  see  a copy  of  The  Fund's  position  statement  on  the  settlement 


agreement  reached  in  State  of  Montana  v.  United  States,  click  here. 


(\######/)  J.D.K.  Chipps 

\ ~ o / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 

(A  A)  (Remember  Wounded  Knee) 

\*/  http://www.onr.com/user/jdc 

Help  recall  the  Medals  of  disHonor 


"RE : Dine'  Call  for  Letters"  

Date:  Mon,  6 lan  1997  21:44:02  -0700  (MST) 

From:  sdn@primenet.com  (Sovereign  Dine'  Nation) 

Sub j : Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  January  Update  (Call  for  letters) 

UUCP  email 


Call  for  Letters  January  7,  1997 

We  urgently  need  you  to  send  a flood  of  letters  to  your  home  state 
Senators  and  Representatives  and  Representative  Don  Young  and  George  Miller 
on  the  Resources  Committee.  Telephone  calls  and  faxes  would  also  help. 
Communication  with  your  home  state  Senators  and  Representatives  has  great 
power  when  it  comes  from  their  constituents. 

You  can  help  us  make  sure  there  s a Congressional  Oversight  Investigation 
this  session  of  Congress.  It  would  help  most  if  this  investigation  was  begun 
before  the  Fairness  hearing  in  Arizona  District  Court  scheduled  for  February 
11,  1997. 

Please  use  this  Sample  letter,  adapt  one  of  your  own,  and  spread  the  word. 
For  more  information  and  to  keep  in  touch,  please  check  out  our  SDN  Web 
page:  http://www.primenet.com/~sdn/  and  the  link  to  other  home  pages. 

A street  address  for  you  to  send  clothing  and  material  aid  donations  is: 

Larry  Wood 
19  S.  Agassiz 
Flagstaff,  AZ  86001 

Please  specify  'Big  Mountain'. 

Thank  you  for  your  help, 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
SAMPLE  LETTER 


Your  name:  

Your  address: 


Date:  

Your  home  state  Senator  

U.S.  Senate 
Washington,  DC  20510 

Your  home  state  Representative 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  DC  20515 

Representative  George  Miller 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  DC  20515 

Representative  Don  Young 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  DC  20515 


Re:  Forced  relocation  of  Dineh  Families 


Dear  Senator  or  Representative  

I first  became  aware  of  this  problem  from  public  affairs  programs  and 
Internet.  I am  writing  to  you  because  I am  deeply  concerned  with  the 
role  the  U.S.  government  is  playing  in  the  forced  relocation  of 
traditional  Dineh  (Navajo)  people  from  their  ancestral  homeland.  I am 
concerned  about  precedents  set  by  passage  of  S.  1973  "The  Navajo 
Hopi  Land  Dispute  Settlement  Act  of  1996"  that  allows  intervention 
by  the  U.S.  government  that  threatens  the  Religious,  land  and  water 
rights  of  all  Indian  nations.  The  Dineh  who  would  live  under  Hopi 
jurisdiction  are  concerned  because  it  is  unthinkable  to  imagine  that 
they  will  not  be  able  to  pass  on  a home  to  their  children  and 
grandchildren.  They  want  assurances  that  they  will  be  able  to  live 
their  lives  in  peace  and  security,  in  their  traditional  manner,  and  will 
not  be  persecuted  by  zealous  Hopi  rangers.  For  some  of  them,  after 
the  hardships  of  the  past  decade,  asking  them  to  live  under  Hopi  law  is 
a little  like  the  Bosnian's  being  asked  to  trust  the  Serbs  and  live  under 
Serb  control  and  jurisdiction.  Or  as  likely  as  Palestinians  singing  the 
praises  of  Israeli  rule  of  the  West  Bank. 

The  U.S.  government,  though  a vocal  supporter  of  human  rights 
around  the  world,  and  out  spoken  against  forced  relocation  and 
cultural  genocide  in  other  lands,  has  a terrible  record  at  home  with 
their  own  native  people.  How  can  forced  relocation  be  tolerated  in 
1997  within  our  own  nation's  borders?  The  Dineh  ordered  to  relocate 
are  the  most  traditional  members  of  the  Navajo  population.  Most  live 
much  as  their  great-grandparents  did  one  hundred  years  ago.  These 
people  and  the  continuation  of  their  way  of  life  is  endangered. 

I am  concerned  because  I have  heard  in  their  sacred  ways,  the 
traditional  Dineh  cannot  be  separated  from  the  lands  of  their  birth. 

Their  right  to  free  worship  is  tied  not  to  one  particular  site  but  to  every 
inch  of  the  land  they  live  on.  Living  a subsistence  lifestyle,  herding 
sheep,  weaving  rugs,  unable  to  speak,  read  or  write  English,  they  are 
being  told  that  they  must  either  sign  the  proposed  75-year  lease,  and 
accept  living  as  tenants  under  a government  that  is  openly  hostile  to 
them  or  face  forced  relocation  by  U.S.  Marshals.  The  75-year  lease 
never  even  went  through  the  executive  branch  of  the  Navajo  and  Hopi 
governments.  This  is  equivalent  to  the  President  of  the  U.S.  signing  a 
bill  into  law  without  first  going  through  Congress. 

I believe  it  is  important  for  you  to  find  out  what  is  really  going  on 
there.  I want  to  know  why  if  Congress  said  that  the  people  had  5 years 
to  accept  the  75-year  lease  agreement  endorsed  by  S.  1973,  why  are 
Hopi  rangers  are  doing  radio,  news  broadcasts  and  visiting  the  people 
in  their  homes,  telling  them  they  must  decide  in  the  next  60  days?  I 
want  to  know  why  the  Hopi  are  allowed  to  do  this  when  the  hearing 
scheduled  for  February  11th  in  Phoenix  District  Court  to  determine  if 
this  lease  is  fair  has  not  occurred  yet?  The  number  of  resisting  Navajo 
homesites  is  believed  to  be  253,  rather  than  the  112  cited,  with  the 
number  estimated  to  be  about  3,000.  How  can  census  data  provided 
demonstrate  such  incredible  discrepancies? 

I do  not  feel  that  U.S.  government  should  be  helping  oppressors.  It  is 
a terrible  mistake  that  the  U.S.  government  must  rectify.  It  is  the 
actions  of  a malfunctioning  U.S.  government  when  it  actively 
participates  in  violating  its  own  Constitution. 

I heard  that  Congress  was  lied  to  prior  to  passage  of  Public  Law  93- 
531,  the  Relocation  Act  in  1974,  and  that  the  whole  land  dispute  was 
manufactured  by  Peabody  Coal  Company.  I am  concerned  about 
Peabody  Coal  Company's  103  square  mile  strip  mine.  It  is  owned  by 
Hanson  Holding  Company,  a multi-national  corporation,  and  has 
contaminated  the  land,  air  and  water  resources  of  the  Dineh  people. 

How  could  Peabody  have  tricked  the  U.S.  government  into  funding 


relocation,  with  over  350  million  tax  payer  dollars  already  spent?  As  a 
U.S.  taxpayer,  citizen,  and  voter,  I am  outraged  how  our  tax  dollars  is 
being  spent.  I certainly  do  not  want  my  tax  dollars  funding  relocation. 

The  Dineh  people  are  unalterably  opposed  to  Relocation  because  they 
believe  their  Sacred  land  is  their  Church  and  Alter  and  cannot  be 
destroyed.  Is  their  Church  and  Alter  less  Sacred  than  a white  person's 
church?  How  could  our  government  be  unaware  of  the  high  costs  paid 
in  human  suffering  for  both  those  that  relocated  and  those  who 
continue  to  resist.  Estimates  of  death  due  to  relocation  has  cost 
thousands  of  lives.  Thousands  more  became  homeless,  unable  to 
adapt,  with  significant  increases  in  alcoholism  and  emotional  trauma. 

The  Hopi  have  clearly  demonstrated  what  they  have  in  mind  as 
landlords.  Radio  broadcasts  describe  many  hogans  that  have 
deteriorated  so  much  from  a decade  of  neglect  that  in  middle  of  winter 
there  is  as  much  snow  inside  as  outside.  They  describe  water  wells 
that  are  fenced  off  and  capped  off,  denying  people  access  to  water  in  a 
desert  environment,  a 100  year  old  ceremonial  hogan  bulldozed  during 
a Religious  ceremony,  a person  arrested  and  thrown  in  jail  for 
breaking  and  entering  his  own  home,  numerous  illegal  livestock 
confiscation's  and  abuse  of  the  peoples'  animals  in  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  impoundment  yard.  How  can  Congress  say  their 
rights  are  not  being  violated?  What  about  the  youth?  They  continue 
to  have  no  rights  at  all.  Failure  to  consider  them,  now  grown,  with 
children  of  their  own,  has  created  a vast  class  of  refugees,  people  on 
their  own  land.  What  concerns  me  is  that  these  atrocities  will  continue 
because  there  are  no  services  offered.  And  in  defiance  of  their 
religion,  there  is  still  no  burial  of  their  dead.  In  fact  the  only  avenue 
appeal  offered  them  is  in  Hopi  tribal  court,  denied  a jury  of  their  peers. 
Why  can't  an  arbitration  dispute  mechanism  be  created? 

I am  concerned  that  the  prime  site  for  relocation  is  knowingly  uranium 
contaminated  "New  Lands".  I question  the  fairness  in  U.S. 
governmental  laws,  created  and  maintained,  when  funds  used  to 
purchase  this  land  for  HPL  relocatees  were  released  one  year  after  the 
largest  radioactive  spill  in  this  Nation's  history,  second  to  Chernobyl. 
The  Superfund  investigation  conducted  there  must  be  re-opened  and  a 
Temporary  Restraining  Order  (TRO)  issued  on  all  relocation  to  the 
"New  Lands"  until  an  adequate  study  is  done  to  determine  adverse 
health  effects.  The  people  living  there  must  be  immediately  informed 
of  the  health  risks  they,  and  their  children  face. 

I believe  that  the  U.S.  government  has  committed  terrible  mistakes 
against  its  own  citizens.  Isn't  it  time  that  the  government  rectify  these 
mistakes?  There  is  not  much  time  yet.  Human  lives  are  at  stake.  I 
believe  it  is  our  responsibility  as  mindful  U.S.  citizens  to  stop  this 
travesty  of  justice. 

I pray  that  the  Dineh  people  finally  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  drafting  a permanent  Accommodation  that  will  allow 
them  to  remain  on  their  ancestral  land  free  from  the  tyranny  of  Hopi 
jurisdiction.  The  Settlement  Agreement  was  drafted  without  the 
participation  of  the  Navajo  families  and  the  Navajo  Nation  since 
December,  1995.  Isn't  it  time? 


I pray  for  justice. 


Please  copy  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  on  all  letters  sent: 
Attention:  Bonnie  Whitesinger 

P.0.  Box  1073 
Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 
and 


Attention:  Sam  Tso 


P.0.  Box  31410 


Flagstaff,  AZ  86003 


"RE ; Response  to  The  Sacred  Circle"  

Date:  7:26  PM  Han  5,  1997 

From:  Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf  <Pablo@Abenaki . Tribal .Org> 

Sub j : A Response  to  The  Sacred  Circle 

Newsgroup:  igc . list . indknow 

Around  Thanksgiving  I helped  Looking  Glass,  the  Chief  Spokesman  for  our 
Council,  put  out  his  message  about  finding  our  roots  and  respecting  each 
other.  The  following  is  a response  from  Australia  which  arrived  tonight. 

He  asked  me  to  share  with  you.  It  has  touched  me  and  at  the  same  time 
pointed  out  the  blessing  those  of  us  on  the  Internet  have  and  the  awesome 
responsibility  we  have  regarding  the  preservation  of  our  heritage  and 
ceremony  while  helping  and  respecting  others. 

What  a nice  way  to  start  the  new  year!! 

Pablo 

Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf 
Gsiniwi  M8tsem 
Abenaki 

>X-Sender:  CH_TRISH@mailbox.cchs.usyd.edu.au  (Unverified) 

>Date : Mon,  6 Ian  1997  11:04:42  +1000 

>To:  "Looking  Glass  (Raymond  Lussier)"  <Looking.Glass@Abenaki. Tribal. Org> 
>From:  T.King@cchs.usyd.edu.au  (Trish  King) 

>Subject:  The  Sacred  Circle 
> 

> I returned  to  work  today  after  the  Christmas  holidays  and  the  first  thing 
>1  did  was  to  check  my  email,  where  I read  your  wonderful  letter  on  the 
>Sacred  Circle.  It  touched  my  heart  for,  as  an  Aboriginal  I can  relate  to 
>the  need  for  we  indigenous  peoples  (all  peoples)  to  find  their  way  back  to 
>he  foundations  of  our  origins. 

> 

>Maybe  a little  about  my  self.  My  name  is  Trish  King  I am  of  Aboriginal 
>descent,  and  can  trace  my  ancestry  back  three  generation  which  would  be 
>the  time  of  the  invasion  of  our  continent.  I have  a Degree  in  Creative 

>Arts  and  am  currently  finishing  a Masters  of  Creative  Arts. 

> 

>1  am  a lecturer  of  Aboriginal  Studies  and  Community  Development  in  the 
>School  of  Community  Health  at  the  University  of  Sydney,  Australia  (I  am  an 
>Artist  first  but  teach  for  bread  and  butter. ( smile).  It  my  belief  that 
>the  health  of  my  people  relies  on  their  understanding  of  traditional  values 
>and  beliefs,  these  include  what  you  have  mentioned  in  your  letter.  Love 
>for  the  Mother  Earth  respect  and  love  for  themselves  the  elders  and  our 
>children,  as  they  are  our  future.  In  my  subject  I teach  my  students 
>holistic  health  through  understanding  ones  origins  and  use  art  as  a means 
>and  a meditative  process  by  which  one  can  contact  the  inner  self 
>(creator).  It  is  my  belief  that  each  individual  has  responsibilities  to 
>each  other.  Mother  Earth  and  the  Creator. 

> 

>As  in  your  letter  we  Aborigines  have  divisions  in  our  communities  and  need 
>to  overlook  the  differences  and  unite  in  order  to  restore  cultural  values 
>and  beliefs,  and  like  you  I speak  for  myself  only.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
>the  past  four  generations  have  sustained  spiritual  emotional,  physical  and 
>mental  damage  that  we  are  passing  on  to  our  children  we  must  say  enough  is 
>enough  and  take  back  control  of  our  lives,  and  live  in  harmony  with  the 
>earth  and  The  Law. 

> 

>1  am  grateful  that  I have  been  given  an  insight  into  Cosmic  Law,  so  I see 
>myself  as  a mediator,  I try  my  best  to  perform  this  role  by  helping  those 
>in  who  are  ready  to  listen  and  understand.  I would  like  to  ask  you  to 
>pray  for  my  people  and  I shall  pray  for  yours. 


> 

>Youn  sister  in  spirit 
>Trish 


- "RE:  Help  Save  Wolf  River"  

Date:  Mon,  6 lan  1997  00:56:26  GMT 

From:  aconcert@carroll . com  (Doe  Campagna  - UNATBC  Volunteer) 

Sub  j : URGENT:  Help  save  Wolf  River 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

Please  visit  this  site  and  help  with  a letter  writing  campaign  to  halt  a 
proposed  mine  that  will  destroy  a river  and  way  of  life, 
http : //www. menominee . com/a -one/mc combs/ savewolf.html 

The  Menominee  Reservation,  located  directly  downstream  from  the  proposed 
mine,  stands  to  be  negatively  impacted.  The  Tribe  has  occupied  the  Wolf 
River  area  for  8000  years.  The  name  "Menominee"  or  "OMAEQNOMENEWAK"  means 
Wild  Rice  People. 

The  Menominee  Reservation,  nearly  235,000  acres,  features  some  of  the 
finest  managed  forestland  within  the  Great  Lakes  Basin.  Any 
action  taken  which  affects  the  Wolf  River  would  affect  the  heart  and  soul  of 
the  Menominee  Tribe." 

Learn  more  about  what  is  going  on  with  big  business  and  how  mining  futures 
are  related  to  treaty  violations  and  how  various  unsafe  mining  practises 
destroy  water  and  land  rendering  it  useless  for  future  generations. 

YOU  can  help  stop  the  madness.  Visit  this  website. 

Menominee  Nation 

Treaty  Rights  & Mining  Impacts 

http://www.menominee.eom/a-one/mccombs/#mining 

http: //www. geocities . com/~earthwins/ 

EarthWINS  is  dedicated  to  supporting  activism  for  the  environment,  peace, 
justice,  human  rights.  Native  Americans,  and  Indigenous  peoples  with  a 
special  emphasis  on  unsafe  mining  and  reform  of  corporate  law  and  business 
practices 

EarthWINS  provides  a site  where  people  can  obtain  and  distribute  news  and 
information  about  activism  around  the  world,  as  well  as  a place  where 
people  can  share  their  ideas,  stories,  visions  and  prayers  for/about 
humanity  and  Mother  Earth. 

Acknowledgements  to  Larry  Innes  for  providing  a lead  and  pointer  for  info 
on  these  sites. 

For  general  UNATBC  info  <aconcert@carroll . com>  Doe  Campagna  (Volunteer) 
United  Native  American  Television  (tm)  Broadcasting  Council  Locations 
across  South  Dakota 

"RE : Desecration"  

Date:  Wed,  01  Dan  1997  16:14:31  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi.net> 

Sub j : Desecration 

UUCP  email 

For  PUBLICATION: 

TRAVELLERS  REST  Historic  House  Museum 
BY:  MICHAEL  SIMS 
Hau  Mikolapi: 

This  site  outside  Nashville  Tennessee  continues  to  be  of  much  concern  to 
the  Native  American  community.  The  following  brief  article  seeks  to 
background  Native  Americans  and  friends  of  the  Native  American  community  on 
the  issue  and  what  can  be  done  to  address  it. 

The  existing  two-and-a-half  story  brick  structure  was  built  in  the  late 
1700's  as  a residence  for  Dudge  Dohn  Overton,  a prominent  lawyer  and 


associate  of  Andrew  Jackson.  His  home  was  built  over  a burial  mound  which 
was  the  central  feature  of  a Mississippian  village  (Tennessee 
Archaeological  Site  Designation  40DV11).  In  fact,  Judge  Overton  nicknamed 
the  site  Golgotha  (Hill  of  Skulls)  because  of  the  large  number  of  skulls 
found  during  the  construction  of  the  cellar  of  his  home.  At  present,  the 
house  serves  as  a tourist  attraction  with  visitor  center. 

This  site  has  been  the  target  of  desecration  for  quite  some  time.  The  full 
extent  of  desecration  will  probably  never  be  known.  However,  we  do  know 
that  farming,  railroad  construction,  building,  and  landscaping  have 
disturbed  dozens  of  graves.  From  August  to  November  1995,an  archaeological 
investigation  and  burial  removal  project  was  conducted  at  this  site.  This 
was  all  part  of  a process  to  construct  a new  interpretive  center  at 
Travellers  Rest.  Under  Tennessee  law,  if  prehistoric  Indian  graves  are 
involved,  then  notification,  in  writing,  must  be  made  to  the  Native  American 
members  of  the  Governor's  Archaeological  Advisory  Council  (AAC)  as  well  as 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Tennessee  Commission  on  Indian  Affairs  (TCIA) . Since 
Travellers  Rest  is  designated  a National  Historic  Site,  the  Native  American 
Graves  and  Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA)  also  became  applicable.  Travellers 
Rest  expected  to  find  eight  graves.  However,  when  the  excavation  was 
completed,  there  were  thirteen  graves  opened  with  some  fourteen  individuals 
removed  along  with  their  associated  funerary  objects.  At  present,  the 
remains  and  artifacts  are  still  at  the  lab  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
Department  of  Conversation,  Division  of  Archaeology. 

To  recount  what  has  transpired,  first  the  Tennessee  Commission  on  Indian 
Affairs  was  notified  on  October  6th  of  the  intent  of  The  National  Society  of 
the  Colonial  Dames  in  Tennessee  and  Travellers  Rest  Historic  House  Museum, 
Incorporated,  "Travellers  Rest"  "to  terminate  a native  cemetery"  located  on 
their  property.  They  then  filed  a petition  for  the  same  in  Chancery  Court 
for  Davidson  County,  Tennessee  which  was  entered  on  October  9th,  1996. 

They  cited  the  need  for  expediency  due  to  the  "likelihood  of  vandalism  and 
destruction  of  graves"  in  their  petition  so  that  the  order  could  be  entered 
on  the  same  day.  Note,  this  petition  was  entered  on  October  9th,  1995,  and 
the  order  was  issued  on  October  9th,  1995.  According  to  a notice  from  the 
State  Archaeologist  Nick  Fielder  titled  "Burial  Relocation  Process  for 
Prehistoric  Burials  at  Travellers  Rest  Historic  Site"  dated  September  1, 

1995  " (8):  Publication  of  notice  to  unknown  descendants.  Must  run  for  four 
weeks".  From  the  time 

the  Commission  was  notified  until  the  order  was  granted  was  only  three 
days.  What  happened  to  the  four  weeks?  This  is  significant  also  in  that 
this  was  the  same  procedure  that  was  tried  at  the  Moss-Wright  site  in 
Goodlettsville,  Tennessee.  If  alert  members  of  both  the  native  and  local 
communities  had  not  found  out  about  that  project  I'm  sure  the  same  thing 
would  have  happened  to  this  significant  burial  mound.  By  November,  the 
excavation  was  completed  and  the  artifacts  and  remains  were  turned  over  to 
the  State  Archaeologist  for  study  and  NAGPRA  inventory.  Members  of  a local 
native  organization  protested  on  site  and  monitored  the  excavation  process. 
Nancy  Cavener,  Executive  Director  of  Travellers  Rest,  expressed 
dissatisfaction  "that  some  people  were  upset  by  the  Indians  protesting."  I 
wonder  why  these  "people"  would  not  expect  Native  Americans  to  be  upset 
over  their  ancestors'  rest  being  once  again  disturbed.  In  January  it  was 
reported  at  the  quarterly  Tennessee  Commissions  of  Indian  Affairs  meeting 
archaeological  Departments  were  checked.  My  attorney  and  I carefully 
researched  the  records  while  there  and  found  no  such  letters  of  studies. 

When  questioned  by  the  attorney  as  to  why,  Mr.  Fielder  responded  that  they 
were  there.  However,  when  I later  received  what  Mr.  Fielder  assured  me  was 
a complete  copy  of  all  documents,  they  were  not  there  either.  While  at  this 
July  meeting  my  attorney  also  asked  why  the  artifacts  were  not  being  made 
available  for  repatriation  as  were  the  human  remains,  Mr.  Fielder 
responded,  'that  rarely,  if  ever  in  Tennessee,  are  artifacts  repatriated'. 

I understand  that  this  seems  to  be  common  occurrence  elsewhere,  but  I do  not 
think  this  an  acceptable  policy  anywhere. 

In  August  a viewing  and  honoring  of  the  ancestors  was  arranged.  Several 
peoples  from  local  native  organizations  were  present.  Mr.  Fielder  was  most 
gracious  and  cooperative  in  this,  but  still  did  not  produce  notification 
letters  responding  'they  would  be  forthcoming' . Why  the  constant  references 


to  these  letters  you  might  ask?  The  lack  of  response  of  tribes  is  the 
reason  Mr.  Fielder  has  repeatedly  stated  for  not  releasing  the  artifacts. 
However,  note  that  even  without  tribal  response  they  will  release  the 
remains.  However,  one  would  like  to  know  how  the  tribes  could  respond  if 
they  were  not  notified,  which  no  one  is  saying  did  not  occur,  just  that  no 
proof  is  at  hand  that  they  had  been.  A request  was  made  for  the 
archaeological  field  notes.  As  of  this  date  no  notes  have  been  produced  and 
one  can  only  wonder  why.  Finally,  when  someone  commented  on  the  fact  that 
the  remains  were  stored  in  cardboard  boxes  the  response  was  the  boxes  were 
all  that  was  required  to  comply  with  the  law.  Also,  that  when  the  r 

Finally,  I wrote  an  inquiry  letter  to  the  National  Park  Service  Department 
of  Ethnography  and  Archaeology  to  clarify  the  questions  I had  about  this 
issue.  This  was  in  September  of  1996  and  now  it  is  January  of  1997  and  I 
have  still  had  no  response  from  the  NAGPRA  committee.  At  present,  we  have  a 
new  project  underway  to  construct  a stadium  for  a professional  football 
team,  the  Oiler's.  This  site  is  suspected  to  contain  a large  burial  site, 
rumored  to  be  one  to  two  in  miles  in  extent.  This  site  is  an  extension  of 
the  "Jefferson  Street  Bridge  Site"  that  received  much  press  in  1990.  The 
businesses  displaced  here  could  end  up  in  Bell's  Bend  or  Cockrill  Bend,  both 
are  significant  Native  burial  sites.  Can  we  expect  to  see  the  same  thing 
to  occur  at  this  project  as  it  did  at  Travellers  Rest  ? My  answer  is,  "I 
hope  not". 

In  closing,  I would  like  to  ask  the  reader  to  consider  all  that  has  been 
written  here.  As  Mr.  Fielder  has  replied,  'in  his  thirteen  years  in  his 
office  as  State  Director  of  Archaeology  no  one  has  requested  such  a public 
disclosure  as  this'.  Perhaps  it  is  time  that  we  all  demand  such  an 
accounting  of  our  public  officials.  Considering  that  the  treaties  made  with 
native  peoples  contained  no  retroactive  clause  for  burial  ground 
protection,  it  is  no  wonder  this  violation  of  the  dignity  of  the  Original 
Inhabitants  is  so  prevalent  throughout  this  land  our  ancestors  knew  as 
Turtle  Island. 

"RE : Massive  Amazon  land  Grab"  

Date:  Thu,  2 Jan  1997  12:38:22  -0800 
From:  saiic@igc.apc.org  (SAIIC) 

Sub j : Urgent  Action:  STAGE  SET  FOR  MASSIVE  AMAZON  LAND  GRAB  (Brazil) 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

URGENT  ACTION 

BRAZIL  JUSTICE  MINISTER  OPTS  TO  LEGALIZE  THEFT  IN  INDIAN  LAND: 

STAGE  SET  FOR  MASSIVE  AMAZON  LAND  GRAB 

Minister  Jobim  calls  for  reduction  of  Raposa/Serra  do  Sol  area;  ranching  and 
gold  mining  invasions  take  precedence  over  Indian  land  rights 

December  23,  1996 

Brazilian  Justice  Minister  Nelson  Jobim,  in  a decision  taken  jointly  with 
President  Fernando  Henrique  Cardoso,  ordered  Brazil's  National  Indian 
Foundation  (FUNAI)  to  cut  an  area  the  size  of  Rhode  Island  from  the 
traditional  land  of  the  Macuxi  Indians  before  demarcating  the  area,  to 
benefit  ranchers  and  gold  miners  who  have  invaded  the  Indian  land.  The 
decision  flouts  constitutional  protection  of  Indian  land  rights,  in  an 
apparent  trade-off  of  Indian  land  for  Congressional  support  for  Fernando 
Henrique's  re-election  to  the  Presidency.  Jobim's  order,  if  carried 
through  to  its  intended  conclusion,  would  signal  open  season  on  Indian 
land  across  Brazil  and  particularly  the  Amazon,  as  miners,  ranchers,  and 
loggers  use  the  decision  in  court  to  overturn  prior  government  action  to 
ensure  Indians'  constitutional  rights  or  prevent  future  protection. 

The  anxiously  awaited  decision  on  the  1.6  million  hectare  Raposa/Serra 
do  Sol  indigenous  area  in  Roraima  state  in  the  Brazilian  Amazon,  calls  for 
FUNAI  to  give  about  200,000  hectares  of  Indian  land  to  some  14  ranchers  to 
whom  the  National  Institute  for  Colonization  and  Agrarian  Reform  (INCRA) 


issued  titles  in  the  area  since  1982,  as  well  as  creating  enclaves  of  non- 
Indian  land  in  the  middle  of  the  indigenous  reserve  for  five  decaying  gold 
boom  towns.  The  decision  was  handed  down  last  week  in  a memo  from  Jobim  to 
FUNAI  President  Julio  Gaiger,  stating  his  conclusion  on  challenges  to  the 
demarcation  of  the  area  brought  by  the  state  of  Roraima  under  the  new 
rules  for  Indian  land  protection  promulgated  by  the  government  in  January 
1996  in  Decree  1775. 

Reducing  the  area  creates  a potentially  disastrous  precedent  for  other 
indigenous  lands  across  Brazil.  The  Constitution  of  1988  states  explicitly 
in  Article  231  that  private  land  titles  on  lands  traditionally  occupied  by 
Indians  are  null,  restating  the  priority  of  indigenous  land  rights  present 
in  Brazilian  Constitutional  law  since  1934.  Raposa  Serra  do  Sol  is  among 
the  very  best  documented,  in  legal  and  anthropological  terms,  of 
indigenous  lands  in  Brazil.  The  anthropological  reports  based  on  which 
FUNAI  in  1992  determined  that  the  1.6  million  hectare  Raposa/Serra  do  Sol 
area  is  land  traditionally  occupied  by  the  Indians  have  been  upheld  by  the 
Federal  Attorney  General's  Office  as  well  as  by  legal  counsel  to  the 
Justice  Ministry.  Consequently,  excluding  private  claims  titled  by  INCRA 
from  the  indigenous  area  subverts  Article  231  of  the  Constitution  in  favor 
of  INCRA' s titles.  By  this  logic,  any  of  the  hundreds  of  land  titles 
issued  by  public  agencies  on  Indian  land  can  also  take  precedence  over 
indigenous  land  rights.  This  is  precisely  what  Article  231  intended  to 
prevent  in  considering  titles  on  indigenous  land  null. 

Worse  still,  the  Minister  orders  FUNAI  to  exclude  five  gold  boom  towns 
from  the  indigenous  area  to  be  demarcated,  leaving  these  as  focii  of 
permanent  conflict.  This  is  an  invitation  to  violence.  The  economic 
activity  on  which  the  towns  depend  for  their  existence  --  gold  and  diamond 
placer  mining,  or  garimpagem  --  is  explicitly  prohibited  by  law  in  the 
indigenous  land  that  surrounds  the  towns,  but  the  towns  become  non- 
indigenous  enclaves  in  the  midst  of  the  reserve.  Rather  than  resolving  the 
chronic  conflicts  and  human  rights  abuses  that  plague  the  region,  the 
Minister's  decision  would  worsen  them  and  ensure  their  perpetuation.  The 
decision  further  upholds  the  state  government's  recent  creation  of  a new 
county  (or  municipio)  in  the  decaying  boom  town  of  Uiramuta,  legitimating 
the  gold  mining  invasion  in  fact  stimulated  by  local  politicians  in  the 
hope  of  preventing  the  demarcation  of  the  area.  This  constitutes  a clear 
incentive  to  further  invasions  in  hundreds  of  other  indigenous  areas  not 
yet  fully  demarcated  and  their  subsequent  legitimation. 

Under  the  guise  of  a Solomonic  solution,  contemplating  all  affected 
interests.  Minister  Jobim  has  in  fact  decided  for  the  radical  subversion 
of  indigenous  land  rights  as  defined  in  the  Constitution  of  1988.  Where 
Indian  lands  have  been  invaded  through  the  omission  the  federal  government 
and  the  avarice  of  local  elites  for  their  natural  resources,  Jobim 
proposes  that  the  Indians  bear  the  cost  by  giving  up  their  lands.  The 
effect,  for  hundreds  of  other  indigenous  areas,  and  tens  of  millions  of 
hectares  of  forest  they  comprise,  will  be  disastrous. 

International  public  opinion  has  however  had  an  effect.  Without 
continued  manifestations  of  concern  and  alarm  from  around  the  world  (and 
particularly  from  northern  governments  and  parliamentarians)  it  is  likely 
that  Raposa/Serra  do  Sol  would  already  have  been  reduced,  by  more.  The 
state  government  has  stated  that  it  plans  to  appeal  Jobim 's  decision 
because  it  wants  more  of  the  area.  CIR  has  said  it  will  take  legal  action 
against  the  decision.  Your  fax  or  email  can  make  a difference. 

ONLY  THE  PRESIDENT  CAN  REVERSE  THIS  DECISION,  BUT  IT  IS  ALREADY  BEING 
PROCESSED  BY  FUNAI.  PLEASE  FAX  OR  EMAIL: 

Ilmo.  Sr. 

Fernando  Henrique  Cardoso 
Presidente  da  Republica 
Palacio  do  Planalto 
Brasilia  DF  70160-900 
Brasil 

Fax  - 55-61-226  7566 
email  - pr@cr-df .rnp.br 
cc 

Conselho  Indigena  de  Roraima  - CIR 


cir@technet . com . bn 


Express  your  serious  concern  with  Minister  iobim's  December  20th  decision  to 
reduce  the  Raposa  Serra  do  Sol  indigenous  area  in  favor  of  ranchers  with 
private  land  titles,  and  to  legitimate  miner's  invasions.  Respectfully  urge 
the  President  to  suspend  the  Minister's  decision  and  demarcate  the  entire 
Raposa  Serra  do  Sol  indigenous  area,  as  identified  by  FUNAI  in  1993. 
++++++++++++++++++++++ 
forwarded  from: 


Coalition  for  Amazonian  Peoples 
and  their  Environment 
1511  K St.  NW,  suite  627 
Washington  DC  20005 
tel:  (202)  637-9718 
fax:  (202)  637-9719 
amazoncoal@igc . ape . org 


South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Rights  Center  (SAIIC) 

P.0.  Box  28703 
Oakland  CA,  94604 

Phone:  (510)834-4263  Fax:  (510)834-4264 
Email:  saiic@igc.apc.org 

Office:  1714  Franklin  Street,  3rd  Floor,  Oakland 

Home  Page:  http: //www. maxwell . syr.edu/nativeweb/abyayala/orgs/ saiic 
For  more  information  about  SAIIC,  send  an  empty  email  message  to: 
saiic- inf o@igc .apc.org 

"RE : Native  Theatre  School"  


Date:  Wed,  01  3an  1997  01:47:18  -0500 

From:  Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre  <cit@interlog.com> 

Sub j : Applications  for  1997  Native  Theatre  School  open 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native, rec . arts .theatre .mi sc, alt .acting 


DEADLINE  FOR  APPLICATIONS  IS  FEBRUARY  28,  1997. 


Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre 
401  Richmond  Street  West,  Suite  260 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada,  M5V  1X3 
http: //www. interlog.com/~cit/cit . html 
cit@interlog.com 


North  America's  Leading 
Aboriginal  Theatre 
Training  Centre 

EST:  1974 


APPLICATIONS  are  now  being  accepted  for  the  23rd  annual  Native  Theater  School 

The  Native  Theatre  School  gives  people  of  Aboriginal,  Metis  and  Innu  ancestry 
a solid  foundation  and  understanding  of  the  practices  and  realitie  s of 
today's  theatre  industry  with  the  opportunity  to  explore  and  express  their 
personal  and  cultural  experience. 

The  8 week  summer  program  provides  instruction  in  Voice,  Movement, 
Improvisation,  Performance  Development,  Storytelling,  Traditional  Song,  Tradi 
tional 

Dance  and  Professional  Ethics. 

Instruction  is  provided  by  todays  top  theatre  and  traditional  professionals. 
Graduates  include  such  artists  as  GARY  FARMER  (Pow  Wow  Highway),  B ILLY 
MERASTY  (Liberty  Street),  3ENNIFER  PODEMSKI  (Dance  Me  Outside)  & SANDRA 
LARONDE  (Ravens). 

For  more  information  please  visit  our  website  at  http://interlog.com/~cit/cit 
html 


For  applications  contact: 

1997  Native  Theatre  School 

c/o  Carol  Greyeyes 

Artistic  Director 

Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre 

401  Richmond  Street  West,  Suite  260 


Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 
M5V  1X3 


or  to: 

cit@interlog.com 

"RE : How  to  Use  Tobacco"  

Date:  Sun,  5 Dan  1997  09:56:24  -0700  (MST) 

From:  joseph  c winter  <jwinter@unm. edu> 

Sub j : How  to  Use  Tobacco 

UUCP  email 

With  all  of  this  sharing  concerning  how  to  use  tobacco,  I just  want  to 
add  a cautious  reminder  that  tobacco  is  an  extremely  powerful  and 
dangerous  substance,  and  that  it  can  produce  illness  and  death,  even  if 
you  are  using  it  in  a respectful  fashion,  if  you  ingest  too  much  --  i.e. 
inhale  it  too  often  or  in  too  much  quantity,  not  even  inhale  it  but  only 
suck  it  into  your  mouth  too  frequently,  etc.  etc.  In  the  Amazon  Basin 
there  are  Tobacco  Shamans  who  smoke  it  almost  constantly,  to  achieve 
visions,  and  some  of  them  are  known  to  suffer  from  nicotine  poisoning, 
with  yellow  pallid  skin,  heart  disease,  color  blindness,  and  eventually 
premature  death.  And  yet  they  are  using  it  respectfully  and  in 
traditional  ways,  but  it  is  still  causing  addiction,  illness,  and  death, 
because  it  is  so  powerful,  sacred,  and  dangerous. 

I smoked  commercial  tobacco  for  30  years  and  finally  gave  it  up  about 
10  years  ago.  However,  when  I started  raising  traditional  tobacco,  to 
preserve  the  old  heirloom  varieties  and  to  give  seeds  and  leaf  to  Native 
Americans  needing  them,  I rationalized  that  I should  respectfully  smoke  a 
little  bit  of  each  type,  to  make  sure  that  the  stuff  that  I was  sending 
out  was  safe.  And  within  a month  or  two  I was  smoking  it  three  and  four 
times  a day,  always  in  a very  respectful  manner  but  back  addicted  to  it 
nevertheless  and  abusing  it.  To  make  a long  story  short,  after  a trip  to 
the  amazon  where  I misused  some  other  religious  plants,  I realized  that 
the  only  way  that  I can  safely  use  tobacco,  is  by  raising  it,  having  it 
growing  around  my  house,  giving  it  away,  touching  the  plants,  looking  at 
their  glorious  flowers,  and  otherwise  revering  it.  I never  ingest  it  on 
my  own  --  only  when  I am  offered  some  in  a nATIVE  aMERICAN  CEREMONY  or 
ritual,  and  I suspect  that  there  are  a lot  of  other  people  out  there  in 
the  same  boat  --  i.e.,  years  of  misuse  of  commercial  tobacco  have  produced 
an  addiction  that  will  never  ever  go  away,  and  if  they  start  to  ingest 
traditional  tobacco  too  frequently,  or  in  too  large  amounts,  they  are  back 

on  the  same  road  to  illness  and  death.  I was  once  told  of  a story  where  an 

elder  said  that  Native  Americans  can  never  die  from  tobacco.  Unfortunately, 
that  is  total  nonsense,  they  can  and  do  and  they  now  have  the  highest  use 
rates  of  commercial  tobacco  of  any  group  in  the  country,  with  native 
teenagers  smoking  and  dipping  at  terribly  high  rates.  So  please  remember  - 
the  Tobacco  Road  has  a fork  in  it  that  we  all  have  to  choose  from  - one  fork 

leads  to  healing  and  health  and  a good  spiritual  life,  based  on  the  use  of 

very  tiny  amounts  in  ceremonies,  offerings,  and  rituals,  while  the  other 
leads  to  addiction,  illness  and  death. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Doseph  C.  Winter  Phone:  505-277-5853 

Director,  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco  FAX:  505-277-6726 

Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program  email : jwinter@unm . edu 

University  of  New  Mexico 
1717  Lomas  Blvd  NE 
Albuquerque,  NM  87131  USA 

http: //www. treaty7.org/friends/tnat/tnat . htm 

"RE;  Positions  at  UCLA"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Dan  1997  14:15:42  -0600  (CST) 

From:  HDASKOSKI@ccvax.fullerton.edu 


Sub j : RESEARCH  POSITIONS  AT  UCLA 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

Dear  Colleague: 

UCLA's  American  Indian  Studies  Center  is  pleased  to  announce  that  it 
will  be  hiring  two  professional  researchers  to  add  to  its  staff.  As 
the  enclosed  notices  indicate,  these  positions  are  designed  for 
individuals  with  a Ph.D.  or  comparable  graduate  degree,  who  will 
conduct  their  own  research  through  the  Center,  and  work  to 
attract  grants  and  other  forms  of  support  in  order  to  further  the 
Center's  mission  of  scholarship  in  the  area  of  Native  American 
Studies  and  service  to  Indian  communities. 

I hope  you  will  give  serious  consideration  to  these  positions,  and 
encourage  applications  from  candidates  you  believe  to  be  suitable. 
Applications  are  due  <underline>March  1,  1997</underline> . As  the 
announcements  indicate,  there  is  room  to  hire  both  a more  senior  and 
a more  junior  scholar. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  call  me  (310)  825-7315. 
Sincerely, 

Carole  Goldberg-Ambrose 

Professor  of  Law  and  Acting  Director, 

UCLA  American  Indian  Studies  Center 

P.S.  If  you  received  this  letter  in  hard  copy  form,  that  means  we  do 
not  have  your  e-mail  address.  We  ask  that  you  take  the  time  to  send 
us  an  e-mail  message  at  kipp@ucla.edu.  Thank  you  so  much. 
++++++++++++++++ 

1) 

lob  Opening 

Associate  Researcher 

UCLA  American  Indian  Studies  Center 

The  UCLA  American  Indian  Studies  Center  seeks  an  individual  to  attract 
grants  and  carry  out  research  projects  for  the  Center.  The  American 
Indian  Studies  Center  is  an  organized  research  unit  of  the  University 
of  California  that  conducts  research  on  Native  American  issues  in 
cooperation  with  faculty,  students,  and  staff  throughout  the  campus; 
supports  an  MA  program  in  American  Indian  Studies;  publishes  a research 
journal  and  monographs;  and  provides  assistance  to  students  and  the 
community. 

The  Associate  Researcher  will  be  expected  to  (1)  carry  out  an 
individual  research  program  in  the  field  of  American  Indian  Studies, 
which  includes  bringing  in  grants  and  publishing  in  academic  as  well  as 
community  fora;  (2)  work  with  faculty,  students,  and  staff  in  the 
development  and  execution  of  research  projects  and  publications;  (3) 
secure  grants  to  improve  the  MA  program,  undergraduate  education  in 
American  Indian  Studies,  and  the  Center's  publication  program;  and  (4) 
work  cooperatively  with  local  and  national  American  Indian 
communities . 

The  position  is  in  UCLA's  Professional  Researcher  Series  and  consists 
of  2-year,  potentially  renewable,  contracts.  Teaching  duties  are  not 
required  , but  opportunities  for  teaching  may  be  available.  The 
Associate  Researcher  would  be  expected  to  conduct  an  active  program  of 
grant-writing,  research,  and  publication  in  the  area  of  American  Indian 
Studies.  A Ph.  D.  or  equivalent  graduate  degree  and  a record  of 
grant-writing  and  publication  are  preferred. 

UCLA  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer  and  welcomes  applications  from 
minority  group  members,  women,  and  others  whose  varying  backgrounds  may 
contribute  to  the  richness  of  its  intellectual  environment.  Salary 
starts  at  $41,600  and  is  negotiable  depending  on  experience. 

Applicants  should  send  a vita;  names,  addresses,  and  phone  numbers  of 
three  references;  and  copies  of  selected  publications  and  grant 
applications  to  Director,  UCLA  American  Indian  Studies  Center,  3220 
Campbell  Hall,  Box  951548,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90095-1548.  Applications 


are  due  March  1,  1997,  and  appointment  will  commence  no  later  than  Duly 
1,  1997. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 

2) 

lob  Opening 

Senior  Professional  Researcher 
UCLA  American  Indian  Studies  Center 

The  UCLA  American  Indian  Studies  Center  seeks  an  individual  to  attract 
grants  and  carry  out  research  projects  for  the  Center.  The  American 
Indian  Studies  Center  is  an  organized  research  unit  of  the  University 
of  California  that  conducts  research  on  Native  American  issues  in 
cooperation  with  faculty,  students,  and  staff  throughout  the  campus; 
supports  an  MA  program  in  American  Indian  Studies;  publishes  a research 
journal  and  monographs;  and  provides  assistance  to  students  and  the 
community. 

The  Senior  Researcher  will  be  expected  to  (1)  carry  out  an  individual 
research  program  in  the  field  of  American  Indian  Studies,  which 
includes  bringing  in  grants  and  publishing  in  academic  as  well  as 
community  fora;  (2)  work  with  faculty,  students,  and  staff  in  the 
development  and  execution  of  research  projects  and  publications;  (3) 
secure  grants  to  improve  the  MA  program,  undergraduate  education  in 
American  Indian  Studies,  and  the  Center's  publication  program;  (4)  work 
cooperatively  with  local  and  national  American  Indian  communities;  and 
(5)  assist  the  director  in  performing  administrative  duties. 

The  position  is  in  UCLA's  Professional  Researcher  Series  and  consists 
of  2-year,  potentially  renewable,  contracts.  Teaching  duties  are  not 
required  , but  opportunities  for  teaching  may  be  available.  The 
Researcher  would  be  expected  to  conduct  an  active  program  of 
grant-writing,  research,  and  publication  in  the  area  of  American  Indian 
Studies.  A Ph.  D.  or  equivalent  graduate  degree  and  a record  of 
grant-writing  and  publication  are  preferred. 

UCLA  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer  and  welcomes  applications  from 
minority  group  members,  women,  and  others  whose  varying  backgrounds  may 
contribute  to  the  richness  of  its  intellectual  environment.  Salary 
starts  at  $41,600  and  is  negotiable  depending  on  experience. 

Applicants  should  send  a vita;  names,  addresses,  and  phone  numbers  of 
three  references;  and  copies  of  selected  publications  and  grant 
applications  to  Director,  UCLA  American  Indian  Studies  Center,  3220 
Campbell  Hall,  Box  951548,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90095-1548.  Applications 
are  due  March  1,  1997,  and  appointment  will  commence  no  later  than  Duly 
1,  1997. 


"RE : Airhead  Dob  in  Seattle"  

Date:  Fri,  3 Dan  1997  09:06:52  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Do  you  want  to  be  an  airhead  in  Seattle?  (FWD) 

UUCP  email 

Our  staff  in  the  EPA  Region  10  Office  of  Air  Quality  call  themselves 
"airheads".  If  you  are  interested  in  joining  the  team,  read  on... 

Dob  Line  Phone  Numbers  and  Internet  Addresses 

Region  10' s job  line  number  is  206-553-1240.  Please  call  the  DOB  LINE 
to  leave  your  name  and  address  and  request  copy  of  the  announcement 
to  be  mailed  to  you.  Our  Internet  address  is 

http://www.epa.gov/rl0earth/jobs.htm  . Positions  which  are  advertised 
to  candidates  outside  EPA  are  listed  with  the  U.S.  Office  of  Personnel 
Management  (OPM).  Their  job  line  number  is  206-553-0888.  OPM' s 
Internet  address  is  http://www.usajobs.opm.gov  or  their  dial  in  number 
for  the  Federal  Dobs  Opportunity  Bulletin  Board  is  912-757-3100. 


Merit  System  Employer 

Applicants  are  considered  without  regard  to  race,  religion,  color,  national 
origin,  sex,  political  affiliation,  age  (with  authorized  exceptions),  sexual 
orientation,  or  other  non-meritorious  factors. 


OPEN  VACANCIES 

Positions  Open  to  All  U.S.  Citizens  -Candidates  for  these  positions 
must  be  U.S.  citizens.  They  do  not  have  to  be  or  have  been  federal 
employee  although  federal  employees  may  apply.  Candidates  eligible 
for  consideration  under  ICTAP  in  the  local  commuting  area  may  apply 
and  be  considered  for  these  positions.  These  positions  are  announced 
either  under  an  authority  delegated  to  EPA  from  OPM  or  directly  by  0PM. 
Moving  expenses  are  not  authorized  for  non  federal  employee 
candidates  who  must  relocate  to  accept  a position.  Moving  expenses  are 
not  authorized  for  current  federal  employees  unless  specifically 
indicated.  There  is  a separate  vacancy  announcement  for  these 
positions  available  from  either  the  Seattle  Service  Center  of  OPM  or  the 
EPA  Region  10  HR  Office.  Current  federal  employees  who  apply  for 
these  positions  must  complete  application  forms  identified  in  the 
announcement . 

FW7096  OPENS:  12/24/96  CLOSED:  1/10/97 
Environmental  Protection  Specialist,  GS-028-9/11 
Office  of  Air  Quality 
Idaho-Oregon  Unit 
Seattle,  WA 

Responsible  for  developing,  implementing  and  communicating  the  regional 
program  for  the  investigation  and  control  of  hazardous  air  pollutants; 
directs  the  regional  effort  to  assist  State  and  local  air  agencies  in 
developing  and  implementing  effective  air  toxic  control  programs; 
reviews  state  operating  permits  to  determine  completeness, 
enforceability,  and  consistency  with  requirements  of  Part  70  and  the 
CAA;  assists  state  and  local  agencies  in  developing  and  implementing 
Title  V Air  Permit  Programs  by  providing  technical  assistance,  guidance 
and  advice  regarding  federal  requirements  and  policies;  provides 
information  and  guidance  to  state,  local  agencies  and  Tribes  applying  for 
EPA  grants;  reviews  applications  and  provides  recommendations  to  EPA 
management;  assists  in  providing  training  for  state  operating  permit 
writers . 

FW7097  OPENS:  12/24/96  CLOSED:  1/10/97 
Environmental  Protection  Specialist,  GS-028-9/11 
Office  of  Air  Quality 
Alaska-Washington  Unit 
Seattle,  WA 

Incumbent  has  a range  of  duties  under  the  Clean  Air  Act  (CAA),  including 
membership  on  the  Compliance,  Permitting,  State  Implementation  Plan 
(SIP),  Tribal  and  other  teams  as  appropriate;  supports  tribal  plan 
development  and  assures  source  compliance  with  EPA  rules; 
responsible  for  developing,  implementing  and  communicating  the  regional 
program  for  the  investigation  and  control  of  hazardous  air  pollutants; 
determines  source  compliance  with  the  CAA  and  supports  state/local 
agency/tribal  efforts  after  delegations  for  sectors  such  as  refineries, 
wood  products.  North  Slope  oil  industry  and  mining;  supports 
development  and  approval  of  state  and/or  tribal  operating  permit 
programs,  permits  and  related  air  programs;  assists  in  development  of 
state/local/tribal  plans  to  meet  national  Ambient  Air  Quality  Standards. 

"RE : Santa  Cruz  Counselor  Dob"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Dan  1997  22:43:36  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Michael  Samuel  Duran  <duran@cats . ucsc . edu> 

Sub j : counselor  position 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVEHISTORY- L@cornell . edu 


Dear  Colleagues: 

The  Educational  Opportunity  Programs  at  the  University  of  California  at 
Santa  Cruz  currently  has  two  Academic  Counselor  Positions  available.  The 
job  descriptions  are  identical,  with  one  position  requiring  specific 
experience  working  with  American  Indian  students  (lob  # 96-11-32)  at  the 
Community  College  or  University  level.  Please  feel  free  to  forward  the 
following  job  description  to  other  networks  or  persons  that  may  be 
interested  in  these  types  of  positions. 

Application  to  these  positions  should  include  a letter  of  introduction,  a 
resume  and  a completed  Supplemental  Application  (provided  below). 

Applicants  can  apply  to  both  positions.  The  general  position  is  lob 
#96-11-31.  The  job  numbers  for  the  position  or  positions  must  be  indicated 
on  the  cover  letter.  Inquiries  can  be  directed  to  Rosalee  Cabrera  at 
408/459-2296  or  via  email  to  cab@cats.ucsc.edu. 

Closing  date  for  applications  is  Monday,  lanuary  13  and  must  be  forwarded  to 
Staff  Human  Resources 
University  of  California 
102  Communications  Building 
Santa  Cruz,  CA  95064 
Fax  Number:  408/459-3520 

Rosalee  Cabrera 


10B  DESCRIPTION 

EDUCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITY  PROGRAMS 
ACADEMIC  COUNSELOR  POSITION 
lob  # 96-11-32 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Coordinator  of  Academic  Support  Services,  the 
Academic  Counselor  will  implement  and  coordinate  the  delivery  of  academic 
support  programs  to  Educational  Opportunity  Program  (EOP)  students. 

Specific  responsibilities  are  to  provide  academic  and  personal  counseling; 
serve  as  a resource  to  the  Colleges,  Divisions,  faculty,  student  service 
units,  and  student  organizations;  hire,  train,  and  supervise  student 
staff.  The  Academic  Counselor  is  responsible  for  assessing  student  needs, 
promoting  academic  advising  and  support  services  and  Learning  Center 
resources,  as  well  as  other  campus  academic  and  student  service  programs; 
meeting  with  students  individually  and  in  groups  to  provide  academic  and 
university  life  adjustment  counseling;  participate  in  and/or  coordinate 
special  programs  (i.e..  Summer  Bridge,  Orientation,  Senior  Reception, 
Workshops,  Specialized  Courses,  and/or  Pre-Graduate  Programs);  serve  as 
liaison  to  assigned  colleges.  Boards  of  Study,  Divisions  and  designated 
student  service  units;  collect  and  compile  service  data  using 
micro-computers  and  software;  analyze  service  data  and  write  reports. 

SPECIFIC  DUTIES 

Program  Development  and  Coordination:  (50%) 

Work  with  appropriate  campus  units,  faculty,  and  Boards  of  Study  to  develop 
programs  that  support  the  academic  achievement  of  EOP  students  through 
consultative  and  collaborative  projects.  Develop  and  implement  workshops 
designed  to  support  the  cultural  traditions  of  EOP  students.  Work  with 
appropriate  campus  units  to  develop  and  implement  study  skills,  career 
development,  and  student  leadership  seminars.  Serve  as  liaison  and 
resource  to  student  service  units.  Colleges,  faculty  and  Boards  of  Study. 
Maintain  cooperative  working  relationships  with  appropriate  campus  units  in 
developing  effective  retention  strategies  that  integrate  academic  support 
programs.  Develop  written  materials  and  make  oral  presentations  on  topics 
such  as  academic  planning,  course  selection,  preparing  for  and  applying  to 
graduate/professional  schools,  training  sessions  on  diversity  within 
educational  environments.  Develop,  implement  and  coordinate  special 
programs,  as  assigned  (i.e..  Summer  Bridge,  Orientation,  Senior  Reception, 
Workshops,  Pre-Graduate  Programs,  or  specialized  courses) . Collect  and 
compile  utilization  data  using  micro-computers  and  software,  evaluate 
program  outcomes  and  write  reports. 


ACADEMIC/PERSONAL  COUNSELING:  (35%) 

Meet  with  faculty.  Boards  of  Studies,  Colleges,  and  students  to  assess 
student  needs  and  develop  effective  retention  strategies  for  EOP  students. 
Organize  and  implement  effective  program  outreach  targeting  student 
populations  through  student  organizations.  Boards  of  Study,  Colleges,  and 
other  student  service  units.  Meet  with  students  individually  or  in  groups 
to  provide  counseling  in  the  areas  of  academic  planning,  course  selection, 
as  well  as  concerns  with  personal  issues  such  as  adjusting  to  the 
university,  living  in  residential  settings,  etc.  Consult  with  students  and 
appropriate  campus  units  to  provide  effective  referrals  of  students  to 
other  counseling  and  advising  programs  (i.e.,  financial  aid,  psychological 
counseling) . Maintain  detailed  and  confidential  records  of  student  contact 
and  write  quarterly  reports.  Work  with  appropriate  campus  units  to  monitor 
the  academic  progress  of  EOP  students. 

ADMINISTRATIVE:  (15%) 

Design  and  conduct  training  sessions  for  student  staff  in  such  areas  as 
computer  literacy,  developing  supportive  and  cooperative  relationships, 
supporting  students,  program  development,  time  management,  etc.  Hire  and 
supervise  student  staff.  Collect  data  on  student  utilization  of  services, 
write  evaluative  reports  for  use  in  annual  report.  Assist  in  the 
development,  implementation  and  coordination  of  special  projects. 
Participate  in  campus  wide  and  divisional  committees  related  to  retention 
concerns . 

SKILLS,  KNOWLEDGE  AND  ABILITIES: 

Experience  providing  academic  and  personal  counseling  to  low-income, 
educationally  disadvantaged,  first  generation  university  students  within 
college  setting.  Demonstrated  experience  working  with  and  providing 
support  services  to  American  Indian  student  populations  within  a college 
setting.  Experience  developing  and  implementing  workshops  as  well  as 
organizing  and  coordinating  short-term  and  long-term  projects.  Good 
analytical  and  problem  solving  skills.  Ability  to  prepare  program 
evaluation  and  write  reports.  Experience  in  the  use  of  micro-computers 
(i.e.  Macintosh)  and  software.  Knowledge  of  issues  affecting  the 
retention  and  academic  success  of  low-income,  educationally  disadvantaged, 
and  first  generation  university  students.  Knowledge  of  and  sensitivity  to 
the  cultural  background  of  American  Indian  students.  Knowledge  of  programs 
designed  to  address  retention  issues  related  to  EOP  student  populations. 
Ability  to  assess  student  needs  and  to  develop  and  implement  programs  that 
address  these  needs.  Ability  to  relate  well  and  work  harmoniously  with 
students,  staff  and  faculty.  Experience  in  supervising  student 
(paraprofessional)  staff.  Excellent  interpersonal,  public  relations  and 
public  speaking  skills;  ability  to  organize,  develop  and  prepare  program 
promotional  materials  such  as  flyers  or  brochures.  Ability  to  work 
evenings  and  weekends,  as  required. 

PREFERRED: 

MA  degree  with  an  emphasis  in  education  and/or  educational  development. 


SAA/EOP  ACADEMIC  COUNSELOR 
SUPPLEMENTAL  APPLICATION 

The  following  questions  are  designed  to  provide  you  an  opportunity  to 
highlight  your  demonstrated  experience  in  the  area  of  advising  and  academic 
program  development.  Do  not  exceed  three  typed  pages. 

1.  What  has  been  your  experience  in  advising  and  counseling  a diverse 
student  population  at  a four-year  educational  institution  (particularly 
with  low-income,  educationally  disadvantaged,  first  generation  university 
student  populations)?  Be  specific  about  identifying  the  student 
populations  you  have  worked  with,  and  provide  a summary  of  counseling  or 
advising  strategies  that  work  or  do  not  work  with  these  student 
populations . 

2.  Provide  an  overview  of  your  organizational  background  in  working  with 
educational  programs  at  the  university  level.  Include  examples  of  programs 
that  prepare  students  for  the  university  experience  through  summer  or 


orientation  programs,  efforts  that  promote  academic  excellence  and 
preparation  for  future  careers,  or  graduate/professional  degree 
opportunities . 

3.  What  has  been  your  experience  with  the  use  of  micro-computers  for  data 
processing,  preparing  newsletters,  outreach  or  promotional  literature, 
and  in  preparing  evaluation  or  written  reports?  Identify  the  type  of 
computer  and  software  packages  you  are  familiar  with? 

Answer  question  4 if  you  are  applying  for  the  Academic  Counselor  position 
that  is  specifically  asking  for  experience  with  American  Indian  student 
populations.  (You  can  apply  to  both  positions.) 

4.  What  has  been  your  direct  experience  working  with  American  Indian 
students  and  communities?  What  do  you  feel  are  critical  issues  of  concern 
in  counseling  and  advising  this  student  population? 

Rosalee  Cabrera 

Educational  Opportunity  Programs 

257  Hahn  * University  of  California  * Santa  Cruz,  CA  95064 
408/459-2296  or  x4389  (direct  line) 
email  address:  cab@cats.ucsc.edu 

"RE : Poem:  The  Worst  Sin"  

From:  Bobby  Castillo  <aimca@earthlink. net>  for  Luis  V.  Rodriguez 
Sub j : pelican  bay  (poem) 

Date:  Fri,  03  Ian  1997  12:50:34  +0000 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

The  Worst  Sin 

How  many  days  and  nights  must  we  be  tortured  and  tormented  in  these 
cells  of  hell . . 

Worn  and  wasted  by  the  endless  days  and  nights  of  loneliness, 
depression,  abandonment  and  this  crime  against  nature  and  humanity. 

Isolated  from  our  loved  ones,  the  sight  of  nature  and  yes,  even  the 

sun . . . 

The  only  colors  we  see  are  yellow,  green,  and  pale-blue .. .these  are  the 
control  colors  in  the  SHU... 

So  many  brown  brothers  now  pale  white,  the  reflection  of  myself  I 
see.... their  spirits  and  dedications  sustain...  but  for  this,  in  the  SHU 
they  must  remain 

.refusing  to  debrief  or  play  that  snitch  game... my  brothers  in  spirit 
and  this  struggle,  that's  who  they  are.. 

.warriors  'til  the  day  they  die... their  pride  and  beliefs  they  will  not 
mar . . . 

Some  of  us  escape  this  racist  trap... many  are  snagged  on  a snitches  bum 
rap 

...the  months  and  years  slowly  dwindle  by...  .family  and  friends  too 
often  say  Good-bye. . .leaving  us  abandoned  to  the  beast  within... 

This  existence  has  to  be... 

The  worst  sin .... 

Luis  V.  Rodriguez 
Political  Prisoner-P.O.W. 

#C-33000 
PO  Box  7500 


Crescent  City,  Ca 

95532-7500 

1996 


For  more  information  contact  the  Luis  V.  Rodriquez  Dustice 

(415)  386-4373 

3145  Geary  Blvd  #517 

San  Francisco,  Cal  94118 

aimca@earthlink.net 

"RE : Poem:  Communion  with  Nature"  

Date:  Sun,  05  Ian  1997  20:37:06  -0500 

From:  Oliver  Schoenborn  <olivers@physics . utoronto . ca> 

Sub j : Communion  with  Nature 

UUCP  email 

COMMUNION  WITH  NATURE 

I remember  a time,  I was  canoeing 
On  a lake,  in  Algonquin  Park. 

No  sound  of  highway,  no  car,  plane  or  train,  not  one  house 
lust  a few  friends  in  this  wild  and  remote  place 
Dust  the  wind  in  the  trees,  and  birds  singing. 

Dust  the  smells  of  the  forest,  teasing  and  taunting. 

I rested  my  paddle  on  my  knees,  closed  my  eyes. 

I knew  I belonged  there... 


I was  the  water, 

teeming  with  life,  gently, 
imperceptibly  rocking  the  canoe, 
a sweet  lullaby. 

I was  the  wind 

in  my  hair,  the  freshness  it  carried, 

its  never-ending  change,  of  direction  and  force, 

of  cold  and  warm. 

I was  the  leaves, 

colorful  by  their  shades  of  green,  perfect 
in  their  infinite  variation  and  unnamable  shapes, 
breathing  the  sun  and  sipping  from  the  land, 
cool  to  the  touch,  ripe  with  life. 

I was  the  sun, 

its  warmth,  its  silence  and  stillness, 
its  coziness,  enveloping  and  caressing, 
shedding  light  throughout  the  skies 
yet  humble  in  its  guise. 

For  in  the  midst  of  Nature,  my  heart 

beats  with  the  rhythm  of  the  Earth, 

my  blood  flows  with  the  rivers 

and  my  spirit  soars  like  an  eagle,  free... 

so  completely  free. 

--  Oliver  Little  Bear 

Thanks  to  Doseph  Coyote 
November  1996 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  — 

Date:  96/12/31  13:13 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 


Committee 


Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 


genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  lanuary  12-18 

IANUALI 

(lanuary) 

(Kaelo) 

12 

In  the  neverending  cycles  of  the  land  is  my  spirit  renewed. 

13 

This  is  the  place  where  rainbows  are  born. 

14 

The  land  was  created  in  the  joining  of  fire  and  water. 

15 

At  the  meeting  of  the  land  and  the  sea,  that  is  where  all  life  begins. 

16 

Ancient  kings  walk  the  mountains  at  night. 

17 

In  the  secret  places  of  the  land  are  found  the  answers  to  life's  mysteries. 

18 

My  parents  taught  me  the  ways  of  the  future;  I teach  my  children  the  ways 
of  the  past. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  9 lanuary  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  lanet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  6 lan  1997  13:59:34  -0700 

From:  kjohnsto@mesa7.MesaState.EDU  (karen  johnstone) 

Sub j : Grand  River  Indian  Artists  Gathering 

The  Grand  River  Indian  Artists  Gathering 
Grand  lunction,  Colorado 

The  three  day  event  will  be  held  May  16,  17,  and  18,  1997 
Organization  of  the  1997  event  is  now  under  way. 

Currently  seeking: 

Artists***** 

Native  American  Food  Vendors 

Sponsors 

Entertainers 

Volunteers 

****  Have  just  added  the  official  application  form  and  the  artist 
requirements  information. 

If  you  are  interested  in  any  of  the  above  opportunities,  please  contact: 
The  Museum  of  Western  Colorado 
Grand  River  Indian  Artists  Gathering 
P.O.  Box  20000 
Grand  lunction,  CO  81520 

The  event  begins  with  a juried  art  show  on  May  16,  1997,  in 
which  each  entrant  submits  their  best  pieces.  This  part  of  the  show  will 
be  held  in  the  Lincoln  Park  Barn.  The  "gathering"  portion  of  the  show 
will  be  in  Lincoln  Park  for  the  next  two  days,  where  each  artist  will  have 
their  own  display  space  to  sell  his/her  work. 

The  1996  event  drew  an  attendance  estimated  at  7500  people. 


Eligibility  for  entry  as  an  artist  is  limited  to  artists  and 
craftspersons  who  can  document  tribal  membership  and  demonstrate  the 
quality  of  their  work.  101  persons  entered  last  year. 

Artists  retain  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  their  artwork.  Other 
proceeds  from  this  event  will  benefit  the  New  Museum  Campaign. 

There  is  a website  for  this  event: 

http ://mesa7.mesa. Colorado . edu/~kjohnsto/griag97 . html  or 
http : //mesa . colorado.edu/~kjohnsto/griag97 . html 
http : //mesa state. edu/~kjohnsto/griag97. html 
This  site  includes  some  photos  from  "GRIAG"  1996. 

For  additional  information  call  the  Museum  of  Western  Colorado  at 
970-242-0971. 


From:  Sahtu@aol.com 

To:  Multiple  recipients  of  list  <triballaw@thecity. sfsu .edu> 

FYI.  For  those  of  you  not  on  the  FBA  Indian  Law  Conference  mailing  list 
here  is  an  announcement  (without  the  fancy  formatting)  which  I received  a 
few  days  ago.  . If  you  want  to  be  added  to  their  mailing  list  so  that  you 
receive  the  agenda/registration  form,  you  can  email  the  FBA  at: 
fedbar@access.digex.net 

Note  the  announcement  at  the  end  about  the  Taxation  in  Indian  Country 
Symposium. 


The  Federal  Bar  Association's 
Indian  Law  Section 
Presents 

THE  22ND  ANNUAL 
FEDERAL  BAR  ASSOCIATION 
INDIAN  LAW  CONFERENCE 
The  Albuquerque  Marriott 

2101  Louisiana  Blvd,  N.E.,  Albuquerque,  NM  (505)  881-6800 
April  10-11,  1997 
SAVE  THE  DATE! 

TOPICS: 

-Women/Ethics 
-Indian  Child  Welfare 
-Current  Issues  in  Indian  Gaming 
-Legislation  and  Litigation  Update 
-Energy,  Environment,  and  Water  Resources 
-New  Developments  in  Tribal  Self-Governance 
-Tribal  Courts:  Federal,  Tribal  and  State  Cooperation 
-The  US  Supreme  Court  and  the  Future  of  Federal  Indian  Law 
-Protecting  Native  American  Human  Remains  and  Sacred  Objects 
-Self-Determination  and  Indigenous  People:  Native  Hawaiians  and  the 
UN  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

Conference  Chairs: 

Mark  C.  Van  Norman,  Esq 

Office  of  Tribal  Justice 

Room  1509,  U.S.  Dept,  of  Justice 

10th  & Pennsylvania  Ave,  NW 

Washington,  DC  20530 

(202)  514-8812 

(202)  514-9078  (FAX) 

Hedi  Heitkamp 
Attorney  General 
North  Dakota  Attorney  General 
600  East  Blvd 
Bismark,  ND  58505 
(701)  328-2210 
(701)  328-2226  (FAX) 


For  Further  Information: 
Federal  Bar  Association 
Washington,  DC 
Telephone:  (202)  638-0252 
Fax:  (202)  775-0295 


Taxation  in  Indian  Country 
Saturday,  April  12,  1997 
9:30am  to  3:00pm 

On  Saturday,  April  12,  1997,  the  American  Indian  Law  Center,  the 
University  of  New  Mexico,  the  Sumners  Foundation,  and  the  Federal  Bar 
Association  will  sponsor  a symposium  on  Taxation  in  Indian  Country.  The 
symposium  will  involve  an  open  and  participatory  discussion  by  tribal 
leaders,  state  officials,  lawyers  and  academics.  The  topics  for 
discussion  will  be:  tribal  tax  systems  and  tribal/state  relations  viewed 
in  the  context  of  state  attempts  to  tax  activities  within  and  relating  to 
Indian  country.  This  symposium  will  follow  the  Federal  Bar  Association's 
22nd  Annual  Indian  Law  Conference  and  will  be  held  at  the  Albuquerque 
Marriot  Hotel,  located  on  Louisiana  Avenue.  If  you  have  any  questions 
regarding  this  symposium,  please  contact  Professor  Scott  A.  Taylor  at  the 
University  of  New  Mexico  at:  (505)  277-2113.  You  can  also  contact 
Professor  Taylor  by  e-mail  at:  taylor@law.unm.edu 


Francis  A.  Robert 
Attorney  at  Law 
P.O.  Box  325 

Menlo  Park  CA  94026-0325 
sahtu@aol . com 
far@alumni . Stanford . edu 


Date:  Fri,  3 Ian  1997  18:38:43  CST 

From:  "Deborah  Wetsit  (Assiniboine) " <dwetsit@ROSSl. CC. HASKELL. EDU> 

7th  Annual  Association  of  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  Professors 
Conference 

The  7th  Annual  Association  of  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native 
Professors  Conference  will  be  held  April  25-26,  1997  on  the  campus  of 
Haskell  Indian  Nations  University  in  Lawrence,  Kansas.  This 
association  and  the  conference  is  open  to  American  Indian/Alaska 
Native  professors  (past,  current,  or  potential)  and  graduate  students 
at  colleges  and  universities  across  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  This  year's 
conference  presents  an  opportunity  to  continue  the  discussion  of 
issues  facing  Native  professors  and  networking  with  colleagues  in  an 
environment  where  100%  of  the  student  body  has  a tribal  affiliation. 

Information  regarding  the  conference  venue,  including  transportation 
form  Kansas  City  International  Airport  and  lodging,  will  be 
forthcoming  to  all  individuals  listed  in  the  current  directory  of  the 
association.  Individuals  who  are  American  Indian/Alaska  Native  and 
not  listed  in  the  directory  should  contact  Dr.  Karen  Gayton  Swisher, 
AAIANP  Conference  Coordinator,  at  Teacher  Education  Department, 

Haskell  Indian  Nations  University,  155  Indian  Avenue  Box  5016, 

Lawrence,  KS  66046-4800,  (913)749-8426  or 
kswisher@rossl .cc.haskell.edu. 


Date:  Mon,  6 Ian  1997  16:09:49  -0600 

From:  Sago  Sago  <sago0001@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Winter  Storytelling 

Annual  Winter  Storytelling  will  be  Friday,  January  31st  from  7 to 

10  pm  in  the  St.  Paul  Student  Center,  2017  Buford  Ave. 

Storytellers  include  Ojibwe,  Dakota  and  Ho-Chunk  elders  and 
students  of  the  Ojibwe  and  Dakota  languages.  Bring  your  children  for  a 
special  children's  storytelling  session.  Refreshments  will  be  served  and 
admission  is  free. 

For  more  information  contact  the  American  Indian  Learning 
Resource  Center  (AILRC)  at  612/624-2555.  For  directions  to  the  St.  Paul 


Student  Center  please  call  612/625-9794. 


Date:  Thu,  02  lan  1997  18:09:45  -0800 
From:  Loren  lames  <wolfhouse@earthlink.net> 

Sub j : IRS  on  Trial  - Indigenous  Tribunal  and  Seminar 

SOURCE : Kuye ' di  Thling-git'  Nation  of  Southeast  Alaska 
SUBD: Press  Release 
DATE: lan  2,  1997 

The  Kuye'di  Tlingit  Nation  of  Southeast  Alaska  is  hosting  an  Intertribal 
Seminar  and  Briefing  and  International  Tribunal  of  Original  Nations  from 
Danuary  6-9,  1997  in  Seattle  Washington  at  the  Phinney  Neighborhood 
Center  Community  Hall,  6532  Phinney  Avenue  North,  Seattle,  WA  from  10:am 
to  5 PM  each  day. (Seminar  and  Briefing  Dan.  6 & 7 - Tribunal  Dan.  8-9) 

Leaders  from  North  America's  Original  Nations  will  sit  on  the 
International  Tribunal  to  hear  a complaint  brought  by  Kuiu  Tribal  Member 
What  Staw,  George  Suckinaw  Dames,  Dr.  against  the  United  States  and  the 
Internal  Revenue  Service. 

Tribal  Member  What  Staw  charges  the  U.S.  Government/the  IRS  and  its 
agents  and  assigns  with  genocide  and  other  actions  that  violate  Tribal 
Law;  International  Law,  Standards  and  Norms;  the  U.S.  Constitution  and 
certain  federal  statutes  which  were  passed  to  protect  Indigenous 
Peoples.  Plaintiff  has  provided  the  Tribunal  with  a list  of  legal 
experts  who  are  scheduled  to  testify. 

The  State  Department  has  been  notified  that  their  presence  is  required 
since  this  is  a nation  to  nation  issue,  and  that  they  should  represent 
the  IRS. 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  witness  and  report  the  proceedings. 

For  further  information  please  call  or  fax  206-483-9251  or  206-362-7725. 

See  our  Webpage  currently  under  construction  at: 

URL: http: //www. geocities . com/ cap itolh ill/ 5803/ 

Email  us  at:  wolfhouse@earthlink.net 

Kindest  Regards, 

Rudy  Dames,  Tribal  Council  Spokesman 

George  Dames,  Tribal  Elder 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//--//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Danet  Smith,  Bobby  Castillo,  Carol  Greyeyes(Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre), 
Michael  Sims  via  Ishgooda,  Doe  Campagna,  Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf,  David  Orr, 
Oliver  Little  Bear,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  David  Orr  via  Pam  Bodine,  Dohn  Berry, 
Doseph  C.  Winter,  Doe  D.  Horse  Capture,  Laurie  Anne  Whitt,  Doe  Don  Chipps, 
Sovereign  Dine'  Nation,  Rosalee  Cabrera,  Dack  Hicks,  Michael  Wilson, 

South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Rights  Center  (SAIIC),  Richard  Rose 
-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 


Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE- L or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 


Date:  Thu,  9 Danuary  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Tue,  7 Dan  1997  10:33:49  -0600 
From:  geneve@mail.utexas.edu  (Geneve  Gil) 


Sub j : Conference  on  Women,  War  & Resistance,  Jan  16-18  (U.C. Riverside) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ This  article  is  being  approved  because  the  conference  it  describes 
includes  panel  sessions  on  "Indigenous  Women  at  the  Fore  in  Mexico 
and  Guatemala"  and  "Indigenous  Women  Resisting  Nuclear  Genocide." 

--Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

The  UCR  Center  for  Women  in  Coalition 
announces  a conference  on: 

FRONTLINE  FEMINISMS 
Women,  War  & Resistance 
January  16-18,  1997 
Highlander  Hall 

University  of  California,  Riverside 

The  Center  for  Women  in  Coalition  at  the  University  of  California, 
Riverside  has  organized  a conference,  "Frontline  Feminisms:  Women,  War, 
and  Resistance,"  to  take  place  on  the  UCR  campus  January  16-18,  1997. 
Participants  will  discuss  the  forging  of  new  feminisms  in  the  context  of 
militarized  situations  around  the  world.  The  conference  will  link  feminist 
activists  and  grass-root  organizers  engaged  in  innovative  feminist  praxes 
with  a gathering  of  scholars  and  policy-makers  engaged  in  theorizing 
conflict  and  promoting  cooperation. 

This  conference  is  international  in  scope,  and  will  include  women  from 
the  Balkans,  Ireland,  the  Middle  East,  South  Asia,  East  Asia,  Africa,  and 
the  Americas.  It  will  embrace  a range  of  discourses  and  topics,  combining 
scholarly  work  with  position  papers,  background  briefings,  testimonial 
accounts,  workshops,  videos,  and  creative  pieces.  This  purposely 
heterogeneous  range  of  "languages"  will  appeal  to  the  many  communities, 
within  and  beyond  the  academy,  concerned  with  issues  involving  women  and 
militarization . 

Panels : 

Indigenous  Women  at  the  Fore  in  Mexico  and  Guatemala 
Indigenous  Women  Resisting  Nuclear  Genocide 
Filipino  Women's  Movement  in  Diaspora 

Militarism  in  East  Asia:  The  U.S.  Military  and  the  Sex  Industry 

Women  and  Political  Violence  in  South  Asia 

Thai  Women,  Prostitution  and  State  Development 

Tibetan  Women  and  Non-Violent  Resistance 

Iranian  Women  in  Resistance 

Reframing  the  Palestinian/Israeli  Conflict:  Women  in  Black 

Women,  Civil  War,  and  Human  Rights  in  African  Contexts 

Militarized  Mediterranean 

Coalition  Across  Borders  in  the  Balkans 

Rape  as  Genocide  in  Bosnia 

Women  under  Apartheid  in  Kosova 

Feminist  Resistance  to  Violence  Against  Women  in  Serbia 

Women  Resisting  Violence  in  Northern  Ireland 

Women  in  U.S.  Prisons 

Women  and  Union  Organizing  in  the  U.S. 

Women,  Sexuality,  and  the  U.S.  Military 
The  Militarization  of  the  U.S. /Mexico  Border 
Round  Tables: 

Military  Occupations 
Legal  Battles 

Democratization  and  Nation  Building 
Fundamentalism 

Hidden  Links  Between  Military  and  Domestic  Violence 
Refugees  and  Immigration 
Militarization  and  Union  Organizing 

Capitalism,  Development,  Militarism,  and  the  Gendered  New  World  Order 
Police  and  Prisons 
Women  Bearing  Arms 
Nuclear  Armaments 

Technology  as  Obstacle/Opportunity  for  Feminism 


Women's  Movements  in  Coalition 
Workshops : 

Practicing  Women's  Rights  as  Human  Rights 

Using  the  Internet  for  Organization  and  Communication 

Conflict  Resolution 

Healing  Through  Art 

Films : 

Calling  the  Ghosts:  A Story  About  Rape,  War  and  Women,  Mandy  Jacobsen 

My  Life  as  a Poster,  Shashwati  Talukdar 

Camp  Arirang,  Diana  S.  Lee  and  Grace  Yoonkyung  Lee 

Aiesha  and  Other  Stories  from  Palestine,  Christine  Ahmed 

a river  is  made  drop  by  drop,  Sedika  Mojadidi 

When  Women  Unite:  The  Story  of  an  Uprising 

Participants  include: 

Mary  Burroughs,  artist,  activist.  Northern  Ireland 
Carrie  Dann,  Western  Shoshone  National  Council 
Laurie  Beth  Green,  News  and  Letters,  Chicago 
Lynn  Halpin,  Si  Paz,  Chiapas,  Mexico 

Fatima  A.  Ibrahim,  President  of  Sudanese  Women  Union,  Former  President  of 
Women's  International  Democratic  Federation  (WIDF),  The  Sudan 
Mandy  Jacobson,  filmmaker,  "Calling  the  Ghosts:  A Story  About  Rape,  War, 
and  Women"  South  Africa 

Vesna  Kesic,  journalist,  human  rights  activist,  founder.  Center  for  Women 
War  Victims,  Plenary  Speaker  NGO  Forum  on  Women,  Zagreb,  Croatia 
Gwyn  Kirk,  Women  of  Greenham  Common,  U.K. 

Sissy  Korizi,  Young  Women  and  Democracy,  Greece 
Ruth  Linn,  author  of  "Conscience  at  War"  Israel 

Jay  Mendoza,  Local  11  Hotel  Employees  and  Restaurant  Employees, Los  Angeles 

Jadranka  Milicevic,  Women  in  Black,  Bosnia 

Zorica  Mrsevic,  Lawyer,  Women's  Law  Center,  Serbia 

Bhaswati  Mukherjee,  United  Nations,  Geneva 

Wanjiru  Muigai,  Lawyer,  Washington  D.C.  and  Kenya 

Kemy  Oyarzun,  Director,  Curso  De  Especializacion  en  genero  y Cultura  en 
America  Latina,  Santiago,  Chile 

Marina  Patricia, Director  Fray  Bartolome  Human  Rights  Center, Chiapas, Mexico 
Vasanthi  Raman,  Senior  Fellow,  Center  for  Women's  Development  Center,  New 
Delhi,  India 

Cathy  Salser,  A Window  Between  Worlds,  Los  Angeles 

Soona  Samsami,  Foreign  Affairs  Committee,  National  Council  of  Resistance  of 
Iran,  Washington  D.C. 

Tatiana  Sekulevic,  Young  Women  in  Democracy,  Macedonia 
Gila  Svirsky,  Founder  Women  in  Black,  Advisory  Council  Israel  Women's 
Network,  former  chair  of  board  of  directors  B'Tselem--human  rights 
organization  in  the  occupied  territories. 

Judy  Tanzawa,  Union  and  Community  Activist,  Los  Angeles 
Rachel  Wareham,  Center  for  Women  War  Victims  and  Motrat  Qiriazi,  Croatia 
and  Kosova 

Georgianna  Williams,  L.A.4+  Defense  Committee,  Los  Angeles 
Representatives  of  Comigua  (Guatemala),  Gabriela,  Vietnamese  Women's  Union, 
Marshal  Island  Survivors  for  a Nuclear  Free  Pacific 
and 

Christine  Ahmed,  Pennsylvania  State  University 
Beverly  Allen,  author  of  Rape  Warfare:  The  Hidden  Genocide  in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina  and  Croatia,  Syracuse  University 
Peter  Bell,  SUNY  Purchase 
Roberto  Calderon,  UC  Riverside 
Carol  Cohn,  Bowdoin  College 
Benita  Berger  Gould,  UC  Berkeley 
Kathy  Ferguson,  University  of  Hawaii 
Sondra  Hale,  UCLA 
Alexandra  Halkias,  UC  San  Diego 
D.  Emily  Hicks,  San  Diego  State  University 

Donna  Hughes,  Bradford  University  (U.K.)  and  University  of  Rhode  Island 
Lois  Lorentzen,  University  of  San  Francisco 
Julie  Mertus,  Harvard  Law  School 


Sedika  Mojadidi,  University  of  Florida 
Seungsook  Moon,  Vassar  College 

Margo  Okazawa-Rey,  San  Francisco  School  of  Social  Work 

Andrea  Peto,  Eotvos  Lorand  University,  Budapest,  Flungary 

Nancy  Rhodes,  Syracuse  University 

Sara  Rudick,  New  York  University 

Jennifer  Rycenga,  San  Jose  State  Univerity 

Ramesh  Sepehrrad,  George  Mason  University 

Julia  Shayne,  U.C.  Santa  Barbara 

Shashwati  Talukdar,  Temple  University 

Devra  Weber,  U.C.  Riverside 

Michele  Weber,  Pomona  College 

and  others 

Registration  Information: 

Name: 

Address : 

City: State: ZIP: 


Country: 

E-mail : 

Phone : ( 

) 

Fax:  ( 

Registration:  8:30  - 11:30  a.m.  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday;  cost:  $ 50 
for  parking,  breakfast,  and  lunch  for  3 days.  Please  make  checks  payable 
to  the  UC  Regents. 

Attendance  only:  no  charge 

Upon  request,  the  Conference  will  provide  free  transportation  to  and  from 
the  Ontario  International  Airport  to  your  motel  or  the  campus.  If  you  wish 
such  transportation,  please  provide  the  following  information  by  December 
20,  1996: 

Arrival:  Airline: Flight# Time: 

Departure:  Airline Flight# Time: 

Please  print  and  complete  this  form  and  send  it  with  your  check  to: 

Center  for  Ideas  and  Society, 

University  of  California,  Riverside, 

Riverside,  CA  92521-0439 

For  further  registration  information:  ideassoc@ucracl.ucr.edu 
or  check  out  the  Center  for  Women  in  Coalition  Website  at 
http://www.chass.ucr.edu/csbsr/women/frontfem.html 

For  information,  enter  "info"  on  the  subject  line.  To  register,  using 
this  form,  enter  "regform"  on  the  subject  line. 

If  you  would  like  to  help  others  who  need  funding  to  participate  in 
Frontline  Feminisms,  please  send  a tax-deductible  donation,  made  out  to 
the  UC  Riverside  Foundation,  to  the  Center  for  Ideas  and  Society. 

Marilyn  Davis 

Center  for  Ideas  & Society 
UC  Riverside 
Riverside,  CA  92521 
909-787-3987x1554 


Date:  Mon,  6 Jan  1997  08:39:55  -0700 

From:  cmilda@goodnet.com  (Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)) 

Sub j : NAGPRA  Review  Committee  meeting  (Norman,  Oklahoma,  25-27  March  ’97) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Mon,  6 Jan  1997  08:51:34  -0800 

Subject:  NAGPRA  Review.  Comm,  meeting  Norman,  OK  (FWD) 

**PLEASE  FORGIVE  DUPLICATE  MESSAGE- -THIS  MESSAGE  HAS  BEEN  CROSS  POSTED  TO 
MUSEUM-L,  NAGPRA-L,  ARCH-L,  AND  ANTHRO-L.  PLEASE  FORWARD  TO  OTHER  LISTS 
YOU  FEEL  MIGHT  BE  INTERESTED** *** 

From  the  Federal  Register,  Friday,  December  13,  1996. 

Vol . 61,  No.  241  pp.  65596-65597 

Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  Review  Committee: 
Meeting 

Agency:  National  Park  Service,  Interior 
Action:  Notice 


Notice  is  hereby  given  in  accordance  with  the  Federal  Advisory  Committee 
Act  (FACA),  5 U.S.C.  Appendix  (1988),  that  a meeting  of  the  Native 
American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA)  Review  Committee 
will  be  held  on  March  25-27,  1997  in  Norman,  OK. 

The  Review  Committee  will  meet  at  the  Oklahoma  Center  for  Continuing 
Education  (OCCE)  on  the  campus  of  the  University  of  Oklahoma  in  Norman. 
Meetings  will  begin  each  day  at  8:30  a.m.  and  conclude  not  later  than  5:00 
p.m. 

The  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  Review 
Committee  was  established  by  Public  Law  101-601  to  monitor,  review,  and 
assist  in  implementation  of  the  inventory  and  identification  process  and 
repatriation  activities  required  under  the  statute. 

The  agenda  for  this  meeting  will  include  discussion  of  the  disposition  of 
culturally  unidentifiable  human  remains,  compliance  by  Federal  agencies, 
and  implementation  of  the  statute  in  the  State  of  Oklahoma. 

This  meeting  will  be  open  to  the  public.  However,  facilities  and  space 
for  accommodating  the  public  are  limited.  Any  member  of  the  public  may 
file  a written  statement  concerning  the  matters  to  be  discussed  with  Dr. 
Francis  P.  McManamon,  Departmental  Consulting  Archaeologist. 

Persons  wishing  further  information  concerning  this  meeting,  or  who  wish 
to  submit  written  statements  may  contact  Dr.  Francis  P.  McManamon, 
Departmental  Consulting  Archeologist,  Archeology  and  Ethnography  Program 
(MS  2275),  National  Park  Service,  P.0.  Box  37127,  Washington,  DC 
20013-7127;  telephone:  (202)  343-4101.  Draft  summary  minutes  of  the 
meeting  will  be  available  for  public  inspection  approximately  eight  weeks 
after  the  meeting  at  the  office  of  the  Departmental  Consulting 
Archeologist,  800  North  Capitol  St.  NW,  Suite  210,  Washington,  DC. 

If  you  have  any  general  questions,  feel  free  to  contact  me  at 

3ennifer_Schansberg@nps.gov 

Jennifer  Schansberg 

NAGPRA  Consultant 

National  Park  Service- -Archeology  and  Ethnography  Program 
Washington,  DC 


Date:  Sun,  5 3an  1997  22:58:25  -0500 
From:  icuc@web.apc.org 

Sub j : Global  Citizen's  nuclear  waste  forum  (Saskatoon,  10-12  January) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Agenda 

Global  Citizens  Forum  On  High  Level  Nuclear  Waste 
St.  Andrew's  College, 

University  of  Saskatchewan  Campus 
1121  College  Drive 
January  10th,  11th  and  12th 
Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan 
Friday,  January  10th  7 p.m. 

* Opening  Circle  - led  by  First  Nation  Elders. 

Saturday,  January  11th  9 a.m. 

* Introductions 

* Testimonies  on  the  Impact  of  Nuclear  Waste  in  Communities  Worldwide. 

( Testimonies  to  be  done  in  open  plenary) 

This  would  include  direct  testimonies  and  the  posting  of  declarations  and 
statements  from  communities  and  gatherings  such  as  the  Indigenous  Anti 
Nuclear  Summit  held  in  September,  1996  in  Albuquerque,  the  Nuclear  Free 
and  Independent  Pacific  Gathering  held  in  Fiji  in  December,  1996,  and 
developments  with  the  anti  nuclear  movement  in  Europe. 

NOTE:  THOSE  WHO  CAN  NOT  ATTEND:  WE  STRONGLY  ENCOURAGE  YOU  TO  SEND  IN 
WRITTEN  TESTIMONIAL  FOR  THE  FINAL  PROCEEDINGS  AND  SUBSEQUENT  SUBMISSION 
TO  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT  REVIEW  PANEL. 

Saturday  Afternoon,  January  11th,  1 P.M. 

* Small  group  sessions  to  discuss  testimonies  as  well  as  further 
reflections  on  the  use  and  elimination  of  nuclear  waste.  The  purpose  of 
the  small  group  discussions  will  be  to  develop  the  input  towards  the  basic 
elements  of  a Global  Citizens  Charter. 


Saturday  Evening,  January  11th  - 7:30  P.M. 

* Cultural  Celebration  - the  Spirit  of  Resistance  and  Alternatives 
Sunday,  Ianuary  12th,  9 A.M. 

* In  large  plenary  to  receive  from  the  small  groups  directions  on  the 
basic  elements  of  a Global  Citizens  Charter  on  the  handling  and 
elimination  of  nuclear  waste,  and  to  discuss  how  our  work  will  be  taken 
forward.  For  example,  to  the  Canadian  Environmental  Assessment  Panel 
hearings  on  nuclear  waste  disposal  in  the  Canadian  Shield. 

Sunday,  Ianuary  12th,  1 P.M. 

* Closing  Circle  led  by  First  Nation  Elders. 

For  more  information,  to  register  your  participation,  and  send  supportive 
messages  contact  the  Organizing  Committee,  Global  Citizens  Forum  on  High 
Level  Nuclear  Waste:  phone  numbers  - 306  934  3030,  306  652  1275,  306  933 
4141;  fax  numbers  - 306  934  3030,  306  665  2128,  306  933  4346;  e mail  - 
icuc@web.net,  sen@the. link. ca,  cusosask@the.link.ca. 

"RE : Bison  Slaughter  Set"  

Date:  Mon,  30  Dec  1996  18:15:27  -0800 
From:  pamb@efn.org  (Pam) 

Sub  j : Bison  Slaughter  Set  to  Begin  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

This  is  an  FYI . 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sun,  29  Dec  1996  19:44:35  -0500 
From:  DavidOrr@aol.com 

Subject:  NEWS:  Bison  Slaughter  Set  to  Begin 
Follow-up  to  my  previous  posting  on  this  issue... 

December  29,  1996 

Slaughter  of  Errant  Bison  to  Begin  Near  Yellowstone 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK,  Wyo . --  In  the  1880s,  after  the  herds  of  bison 
that  once  swarmed  the  Western  plains  had  been  hunted  to  the  brink  of 
extinction,  a few  hundred  of  the  animals  were  found  living  in  the  mountains 
of  this  national  park. 

The  Army  stepped  up  patrols  against  poachers,  and  park  authorities  created 
a ranch  in  the  park  to  raise  bison.  The  restoration  project  was  so  successful 
that  it  became  a symbol  for  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  the  National 
Park  Service,  which  have  an  image  of  a buffalo  on  their  badges. 

Next  month,  however,  the  Park  Service  reluctantly  begins  a new  chapter  in 
the  management  of  its  famous  herd  of  shaggy-headed  bison.  It  will  capture 
several  dozen  bison  bulls  that  appear  to  be  headed  across  the  park's  northern 
border  and  ship  them  to  slaughterhouses.  Officials  say  many  more  --  perhaps 
hundreds  --  could  be  sent  to  slaughter  before  the  winter  is  over. 

"We  really  don't  have  many  options,"  said  Wayne  Brewster,  deputy  director 
of  the  Yellowstone  Center  for  Resources.  "It's  a temporary  solution.  We  sure 
hope  it  isn't  a permanent  one." 

The  controversial  plan  was  devised  when  the  state  of  Montana  filed  a 
lawsuit  to  force  the  park  to  keep  the  animals  from  crossing  Yellowstone's 
northern  border  and  entering  Montana,  where  the  private  land  includes  cattle 
ranches.  The  bison  carry  a disease  called  brucellosis,  which  if  passed  on  to 
cattle  could  result  in  a quarantine  on  Montana  cattle. 

To  settle  the  lawsuit,  park  officials  agreed  to  ship  most  of  the  bison 
that  leave  the  park  for  private  ranch  land  to  the  north  to  slaughter.  The 
meat  will  be  donated  to  Indian  tribes  and  charitable  organizations.  Some 
bison  that  stray  onto  other  public  land  to  the  north  will  be  allowed  to 
remain . 

As  many  as  600  animals  are  near  the  north  entrance.  If  they  all  choose  to 
leave,  officials  say,  all  will  be  sent  to  slaughterhouses  in  Montana. 

There  are  about  3,500  bison  in  Yellowstone,  and  thousands  more  elsewhere 
in  the  country.  The  animal  is  not  an  endangered  species.  Still,  the  prospect 
of  sending  an  animal  that  delights  millions  of  tourists  and  is  a potent 


symbol  --  first  of  wanton  destruction,  then  of  conservation  success  --  does 
not  thrill  park  officials. 

Environmentalists  are  also  opposed  to  the  bison  plan,  fearing  it  could 
become  a model  for  management  of  other  species.  They  filed  a suit  in  federal 
court  in  Helena,  Mont.,  to  halt  the  slaughter,  but  a judge  ruled  against 
them.  A decision  on  their  appeal  of  that  ruling  is  not  expected  for  several 
months . 

The  plan  is  controversial  for  a number  of  reasons.  One  is  that  it  appears 
as  if  the  park  is  capitulating  on  its  philosophy  of  natural  regulation,  which 
is  to  allow  animals  to  roam  without  interference.  Another  is  that  there  is  no 
evidence  that  bison  pass  the  disease  on  to  cattle  in  a wild  setting.  Cattle 
cow  must  come  in  contact  with  blood  from  an  infected  bison. 

Environmentalists  also  say  the  plan  diminishes  the  park's  naturalness. 

"For  them  to  trap  and  slaughter  these  animals  is  a fundamental  distortion  of 
their  mission,"  said  Dim  Angell,  a lawyer  for  the  Sierra  Club  Legal  Defense 
Fund  in  Bozeman,  Mont.  "The  park  is  becoming  a zoo,  with  the  wildlife  fenced 
in . " 

Marsha  Karle,  a park  spokeswoman,  said:  "Our  preference  is  to  allow  nature 
to  take  its  course.  But  we're  responding  to  the  concerns  of  the  State  of 
Montana . " 

The  capture  and  slaughter  plan  illustrates  the  difficulty  of  managing  a 
park  like  Yellowstone,  whose  borders  were  drawn  up  in  the  19th  century  when 
much  of  the  country  was  still  wild.  The  boundaries  do  not  reflect  biological 
realities,  and  much  of  the  winter  range  for  elk  and  bison  is  outside  the 
park. 

The  bison  problem  is  one  of  the  thorniest  faced  by  park  officials.  They 
have  tried  to  herd  the  animals  with  horses  and  haze  them  back  into  the  park 
with  helicopters.  The  state  of  Montana  instituted  a hunt  for  the  animals  in 
the  early  1980s  but  canceled  it  after  widespread  opposition. 

Then  state  wildlife  and  livestock  officials  began  shooting  the  animals  en 
masse.  Last  year  several  hundred  bison  were  shot  by  state  officials.  Local 
residents  who  watched  as  the  animals  were  killed  in  front  of  their  homes 
raised  an  outcry.  More  than  1,500  animals  have  been  killed  by  hunters  and 
officials  since  1975. 

Biologists  are  trying  to  find  a vaccine  to  prevent  brucellosis  in  bison. 
The  park  has  constructed  a large  capture  and  sorting  site  at  Stephens  Creek, 
south  of  the  park's  northwestern  boundary  line,  near  Gardiner,  Mont.,  where 
animals  will  be  taken  to  await  shipment  to  slaughter. 

The  decision  to  trap  there  came  after  the  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant, 
whose  large  cattle  ranch  abuts  the  park,  complained  about  animals  on  church 
land.  Since  the  church  is  also  worried  about  damage  to  fences,  all  animals, 
not  just  diseased  ones,  will  be  slaughtered. 

"They're  hard  to  work,  but  we'll  move  them,"  said  Lloyd  Kortge,  a ranger 
at  Mammoth,  in  Yellowstone,  who  will  help  capture  and  ship  the  animals. 

The  rangers  have  set  up  a system  of  fenced  pens  to  hold  and  sort  the 
animals  then  load  them  on  waiting  trucks.  They  will  then  be  taken  to  one  of 
five  slaughterhouses  in  Montana. 

There  is  a different  policy  for  animals  that  leave  the  park  near  West 
Yellowstone,  the  other  major  departure  point  for  bison.  Here  the  animals  are 
captured  and  tested  for  brucellosis.  If  they  are  pregnant  --  the  condition 
most  likely  to  spread  the  disease  from  abortion  or  birth  --  or  if  they  test 
positive  for  the  disease,  they  are  shipped  to  slaughter.  If  they  test 
negative,  they  are  freed.  If  they  cannot  be  captured,  they  are  shot.  More 
than  50  bison  have  been  shot  or  shipped  to  slaughter  this  year. 

Environmentalists  say  neighbors  of  the  park  need  to  recognize  that  they 
live  in  a wild  area. 

"There  should  be  tolerance  for  animals  that  leave  the  park,"  said 
leanne-Marie  Souvigney,  of  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition,  an 
environmental  group  concerned  with  the  park  and  its  environs.  "Bison  should 
be  allowed  to  migrate  to  public  lands"  outside  the  park. 

No  one  is  sure  why  the  animals  leave  the  park,  although  it  is  assumed  that 
they  do  so,  in  part,  to  escape  the  harsh  winter  at  higher  elevations. 

Environmentalists  say  one  reason  the  animals  leave  in  such  large  numbers 
is  that  the  park  plows  its  roads  to  provide  packed  snow  for  snowmobiles.  The 
bison  find  the  roads  easy  going. 


"It's  a big  factor/'  Ms.  Souvigney  said.  "It  allows  bison  to  save  energy. 
So  you  get  artificially  high  populations  and  movement." 

"RE : Bison  Slaughter"  

Date:  Sat,  4 lan  1997  12:48:32  -0700 

From:  whiteclayppl@montana.campus.mci.net  (Hoe  H.C.) 

Sub j : Bison  Slaughter  Set  to  Begin  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  meat  coming  from  the  bison  in  YNP  is  fine  to  eat  cooked.  As  long  as 
you  cook  it  normally  like  burgers  or  steak;  it  is  not  dangerous.  The  Park 
Service  is  careful  not  to  let  anybody  mess  with  the  organs  or  the 
reproductive  systems  of  the  dead  animals,  since  the  disease  concentrates 
in  those  areas.  After  the  buffalo  is  field  dressed,  the  Park  Service 
gathers  the  remaining  organs  and  buries  them. 

I have  participated  in  a few  of  the  bison  kills;  in  years  past,  the  Park 
Service  would  call  Indian  tribes  or  local  Indian  communities  to  take  the 
animals  which  have  been  killed.  Many  tribes  take  the  meat  back  home  to 
feed  the  elders  and  distribute  to  the  rest  of  the  tribe.  A few  years  ago 
when  I was  president  of  the  Montana  State  University-Bozeman  Indian  Club, 
they  called  us  down  and  we  butchered  about  six  buffalo  and  brought  them 
back.  We  had  the  meat  processed  and  it  fed  about  150  local  Indian 
families  who  are  students  at  the  college. 

Although  there  has  been  a lot  of  criticism  of  the  bison  plan,  a few  facts 
remain.  Through  mismanagement  of  YNP,  the  park  is  overpopulated  with 
bison;  they  will  starve  to  death  if  they  are  not  killed.  If  the  feds  give 
some  of  the  bison  to  Indian  tribes  for  free  and  the  meat,  hides,  and 
skulls  are  used  traditionally;  I have  not  objections. 

Respectfully, 

Doe  D.  Horse  Capture 
Bozeman,  MT 


"RE;  Lubicon  Boycott  of  Daishowa"  

Date:  Thu,  2 Ian  1997  09:05:05  -0700 
From:  serena@digysys.net  (serena) 

Sub j : Lubicon  Boycott  of  Daishowa  moves  to  the  U.S. 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Gary,  Stephen  Kenda  has  been  commended  by  the  Lubicon  for  his  work.  As 
you  know,  they  are  under  court  order  not  to  talk  about  the  any  of  the 
facts.  Stephen  is  putting  out  information  that  they  are  unable  to  and 
helping  in  any  way  he  can. 

Date:  Sat,  28  Dec  1996  23:49:39  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Stephen  Kenda  <ch243@freenet.toronto.on.ca> 

Subject:  Lubicon  Boycott  of  Daishowa  moves  to  the  USA 
To:  serena  stuart  <sds@digisys . net> 

Hello  Serena, 

My  name  is  Stephen  Kenda.  I am  with  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  in  Toronto. 
The  article  below  appeared  in  the  Fall  1996  issue  of  'On  Indian  Land' 
and  is  reproduced  with  permission  of  its  publisher  (Marsha  Shaiman  in  Seattle 
at  206-525-5086  phone  and  fax)  and  author. 

Marsha  gave  me  your  net  address.  She  suggested  that  you  would  be  able 
to  post  the  article  onto  the  net. 

Noteworthy  in  the  article  is 

1.  the  concrete  action  people  are  encouraged  to  take  in  opposition  to 
Daishowa 's  plans  to  level  unceded  Lubicon  territory  under  a cloak  of 
judicial  silence. 


2.  contact  info  for  a person  in  the  States  working  on  the  issue. 

Contact  information  in  the  article  below  has  been  updated  from  the  original 
article. 

Three  words  are  left  out  of  the  article  below  which  rendered  the 
original  inaccurate  in  two  places  and  potentially  confusing  in  a third. 

They  are  'Inc.'  and  'Inc.'  in  the  first  paragraph  and  'Club'  in  the  fifth. 

I include  this  just  in  case  you  had  the  original  and  were  wondering  if 
those  omissions  here  were  a mistake. 

I think  it's  safe  to  say  that  the  more  people  know  about  the  spread  of  the 
Daishowa  Boycott  to  the  USA,  the  more  likely  this  sort  of  legal  "swording" 
of  citizens  using  the  pen  won't  be  attempted  by  corporations  like 
Daishowa . 

In  Solidarity Stephen  Kenda 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon  (Toronto) 

485  Ridelle  Ave  Toronto,  ON  M6B  1K6 
T:  (416)763-7500  F: (416)603-2715 
email:  k.thomas@utoronto.ca 

SISIS  web  site  : http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main.html 


Support  the  Lubicon  Cree  Indian  Nation  - Stop  Daishowa 

If  you  have  been  reading  On  Indian  Land  for  at  least  the  last  year,  you 
should  be  acquainted  with  the  intense  struggle  of  the  Lubicon  Lake  Cree 
Nation  of  northern  Alberta,  Canada  and  the  boycott  against  Daishowa. 

Although  the  Lubicon  Cree  have  no  treaty  with  the  Canadian  government 
and  have  never  ceded  their  land,  the  Alberta  provincial  government  has 
sold  logging  rights  to  their  unceded  territory  to  Daishowa. 

The  paper  products  company  was  asked  to  wait  for  a land  claim 
settlement  agreement  to  be  completed  between  the  Lubicon  and  the 
Canadian  government  before  logging.  Daishowa  began  logging  anyway,  but 
halted  their  operation  shortly  after  the  initiation  of  the  boycott  in  1991. 

While  a number  of  people  across  Canada  and  around  the  world  responded  to 
the  Lubicon  call  for  a boycott  of  Daishowa  paper  products,  the  main 
organized  effort  was  undertaken  by  a Toronto,  Ontario-based  Lubicon 
support  group,  Toronto  Friends  of  the  Lubicon.  Because  Daishowa  doesn't 
market  its  paper  products  directly  to  the  public,  but  rather  to  other 
corporations,  the  Toronto  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  targeted  companies  using 
Daishowa  products. 

Primarily  as  a result  of  their  efforts  47  companies  representing  over 
4300  retail  outlets  have  joined  the  boycott  in  Canada  and  Daishowa 
reports  a $5  million  loss  due  to  the  boycott.  So  far  pressure  generated  by 
the  boycott  has  kept  Daishowa  at  bay  and  no  further  logging  of  Lubicon 
land  has  taken  place.. yet. 

Instead  of  making  a clear,  public  and  unequivocal  commitment  not  to  cut 
or  buy  wood  cut  on  Lubicon  land  until  the  land  rights  dispute  is  resolved, 
Daishowa  challenged  the  boycott  in  the  provincial  courts  of  Ontario  and 
eventually  won  an  injunction  against  the  boycott.  According  to  Friends 
attorney  Karen  Wristen  of  the  Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund,  "The  court  has 
said  essentially  that  the  intention  to  cause  economic  harm  made  this 
boycott  illegal."  Daishowa  is  engaging  in  a multi-million  dollar  lawsuit 
against  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  for  their  losses. 

Daishowa  Boycott  Picks  Up  In  Washington 

With  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon 's  hands  tied  and  democratic  consumer 
rights  squashed  by  the  (courts  of  the  Ontario)  provincial  government, 
Daishowa  is  free  to  take  Lubicon  trees  without  objection  from  their 
Canadian  critics.  Instead  of  containing  the  boycott  within  Canadian 
borders,  this  decision  has  forced  the  boycott  into  the  international 
consumer  market. 

Since  consumer  pressure  in  the  form  of  a boycott  is  the  only  tactic  that 
has  kept  Daishowa  out  of  Lubicon  territory,  escalating  the  boycott  is  the 
only  way  to  save  Lubicon  trees.  As  a consumer  public,  we  need  to  educate 


ourselves  about  the  products  we  use  and  understand  that  our  conveniences 
are  often  at  the  expense  of  indigenous  exploitation. 

Daishowa  has  a mill  at  Port  Angeles  on  the  Olympic  Peninsula  of 
Washington  State,  and  a corporate  office  in  Seattle,  Washington.  Products 
of  the  Port  Angeles  mill  include  pulp  and  groundwood  specialty  papers. 

The  Washington  Post  is  printed  on  Daishowa  paper,  the  New  York  Post  was 
cited  as  being  printed  on  Daishowa  paper  and  probably  continues  to  be. 
Gannett  Publishing  was  also  cited  as  a Daishowa  buyer  and  is  most  likely 
still  a Daishowa  customer.  They  publish  83  newspapers  including  U.S.A. 

Today. 

Most  recently,  GTE  and  U.S.  West  telephone  directories  have  confirmed  as 
being  printed  on  Daishowa  paper.  These  directories  claim  to  be  at  least 
25%  to  40%  recycled  paper.  The  Port  Angeles  Daishowa  mill  in  Washington 
recycles  old  directories  and  sells  back  the  paper  to  GTE  and  U.S.  West.  This 
might  not  seem  so  bad,  but  the  fact  remains  that  this  is  still  Daishowa,  a 
forest  industry  conglomerate.  There  are  plenty  of  alternatives  for  100% 
recycled  paper  and  non-wood  paper,  (sic) 

Pressure  on  these  companies  and  help  identifying  other  Daishowa 
customers  is  greatly  needed.  Write  to  these  companies  and  voice  your 
objection  to  their  use  of  Daishowa  paper: 

Damie  Loa,  GTE  Directories,  1115  S.  Boyal  Ave.,  Los  Angeles  CA  90023. 

Phone:  (213)  265-6809. 

3im  Pierce,  Director  of  Printing,  distribution.  Recycling,  U.S.  West  direct, 
198  Inverness  Dr.  W.,  Inglewood,  CO  80112.  Phone:  (303)  784-2584. 

Write  Daishowa  and  let  them  know  you  are  supporting  the  international 
boycott  of  Daishowa. 

Daishowa  America,  7200  Columbia  Center,  701  5th  Ave.,  Seattle  WA 
98104  Phone:  (206)  623-1772  or  (800)  331-6314,  Fax:  (206)452-6576. 

Shogo  Nakano,  President,  Daishowa  Paper  Manufacturing  Co.  Ltd.  Tokyo 
Head  Office,  6-1  Asahi  Tokai  Building,  Otemachi  2-chome,  Chiyoda-ku, 

Tokyo,  3apan 

Tom  Hamaoka,  Executive  V.  Pres.,  Daishowa-Marubeni  International,  Suite 
3500,  Park  Place,  666  Burrard  St.,  Vancouver,  B.C.,  V6C  2X8  Canada. 

Phone: (604)  681-6659 

Always  send  copies  of  correspondence  that  you  send  and  receive  to  the 
Lubicon  Lake  Indian  Nation,  P.0.  Box  6731  Peace  River,  AB,  T8S  1S5 
Canada . 

For  more  information,  a Daishowa  boycott  packet,  or  to  help  with  the 
Daishowa  boycott,  contact  Dan  Clarke,  5317-46th  Ave  S.,  Seattle  WA 
98118.  Phone:  (206)  723-4703.  Fax  (206)  525-5086 

"RE : Keweenaw  Bay  Update"  

Date:  Sat,  4 Dan  1997  20:39:40  -0500 
From:  lawhitt@mtu.edu  (Laurie  Anne  Whitt) 

Sub j : Keweenaw  Bay  Update 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  articles  appeared  in  _The  Daily  Mining  Gazette_  on  26  and  28 
December  1996.  Excerpts  from  them  are  posted  here  with  the  permission  of 
_The  Daily  Mining  Gazette_. 

For  background  on  this  situation,  please  consult  earlier  postings  to  this 
list  ("http://bioc09.uthscsa.edu/natnet/archive/nl/keweenaw-bay.html") . 
Detailed  information,  including  a chronology  of  events,  can  be  found  at 
http: //www. edwardsl . com/ rose/native/ff j/ff j . htm 

LAWYERS  ASK  MARQUETTE  COUNTY  TO  STOP  DAI  LING  CERTAIN  KBIC  PRISONERS 
By  VANESSA  DIETZ 
26  December  1996 

With  no  jail  in  Baraga  County,  Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  tribal  police 


have  no  choice  but  to  house  their  prisoners  away  from  the  reservation ...  But 
developments  on  the  reservation  since  the  takeover  of  the  former  tribal 
center  in  August  1995  by  the  dissident  group  Fight  For  Justice  has  raised 
some  new  concerns  about  the  way  KBIC  tribal  police  handle  business. 

In  a Dec.  18  letter  to  Marquette  County  Board  of  Commissioners  Chairman 
Gerald  Corkin,  attorneys  Steve  Pence  of  Marquette  and  Mark  Wisti  of  Flancock 
question  the  propriety  of  the  county  jail  housing  KBIC  "political  prisoners." 

Pence  and  Wisti  are  among  a handful  of  pro-bono  lawyers  who  have  been 
representing  some  of  the  defendants,  members  of  the  protest  group  Fight  For 
Justice.  FFJ  took  over  the  former  Tribal  Center  in  August  1995  to  protest 
tribal  government  policies. 

"When  the  ruling  elite  lost  the  1994  election  and  dictatorially  declared 
the  election  'invalid,'  the  takeover  of  tribal  headquarters  by  some  of  the 
more  than  200  disenfranchised  members  was  a reaction  that  should  have 
surprised  no  one.  One  could  expect  a strong  reaction  when,  overnight,  40 
percent  of  a population  loses  its  citizenship,"  the  letter  says. 

In  1994,  524  voters  were  on  the  voting  lists,  the  tribal  council  nullified 
the  results  of  the  '94  election  in  which  FFJ  leader  Jerry  Lee  Curtis 
defeated  current  councilwoman  and  then-incumbent  Amy  St.  Arnold.  In  that 
election  three  other  incumbents  were  re-elected:  former  FFJ  leader  Charles 
Loonsfoot,  currently  sought  by  police;  Myrtle  Tolonen,  who  recently  had 
charges  against  her  dropped;  and  Robert  Voakes. 

At  a meeting  the  week  before  the  takeover,  the  tribal  council  announced 
that  an  independent  audit  by  Anderson  Tackman  and  Co.  determined  202  people 
would  be  removed  from  the  voting  rolls.  Of  the  202  individuals,  18  were 
latter  reinstated. 

Then  the  council  passed  resolutions  which  allowed  the  disenfranchised 
members  to  apply  to  be  adopted.  The  council  said  it  would  give  them  the 
right  to  vote  and  treaty  rights  but  not  the  right  to  hold  office.  The 
adoption  procedure  was  questioned  by  some  because  the  KBIC  Constitution 
states  adoptees  have  no  treaty  rights. 

In  the  letter,  the  lawyers  also  talk  about  Father  John  Hascall,  the  priest 

of  Most  Floly  Name  of  Jesus  Church  which  is  adjacent  to  the  tribal  center. 

Hascall  has  provided  FFJ  members  sanctuary  on  church  grounds  since  the 
takeover  and  has  been  told  by  tribal  police  that  he  faces  several  charges 
as  a result. 

On  Dec.  17,  the  KBIC  Tribal  Police  reportedly  broke  into  the  Catholic 
priest's  bedroom  seeking  Curtis.  Instead  they  found  the  priest  guarded  by 
another  protestor,  Paul  Halverson,  who  they  arrested  on  charges  of  bond 
violation . 

Halverson  had  been  ordered  to  stay  off  the  governmental  compound  as  a 
condition  of  bond  he  received  on  charges  related  to  the  takeover.  He  was 

also  told  to  stay  away  from  anyone  with  outstanding  warrants ... .Halverson 

is  being  held  without  bond  until  his  trial... 

"Father  Hascall .. .was  charged  with  a multitude  of  crimes  - but  not  until 
almost  a year  after  the  Aug.  21  1995  takeover.  The  political  motivation  for 
the  charges  was  clear  as  Father  Hascall  has  provided  spiritual  comfort  to 
the  protestors,"  the  letter  alleges. 

"At  the  time  of  this  week's  search  of  his  home.  Father  Hascall  has  yet  to 
turn  himself  in  to  answer  the  charges  which  were  issued  in  August  1996. 

Thus,  you  would  have  expected  tribal  police  to  arrest  the  gentle  priest 
when  they  broke  into  his  home... The  police  are  free  to  return  at  any  moment 
to  further  harass  Father  Hascall.  Father  Hascall.. is  subject  to  immediate 
arrest  should  he  leave  the  church  grounds.  He  cannot  serve  his  parishioners 
in  small  mission  churches  without  fear  of  arrest,"  Wisti  and  Pence  wrote 
and  Hascall  previously  told  the  Gazette. 

"FFJ  inmates  being  housed  in  the  Marquette  County  jail,  like  Father  Hascall, 
have  been  deprived  of  their  most  fundamental  human  rights.  Some  of  these 
inmates  have  significant  health  problems,  and  pose  an  economic  risk  to  the 
county  of  Marquette.  Father  Hascall  has  stated  that  if  he  is  arrested,  he 
will  not  bond  out  and  he  will  not  take  his  medications.  He  will  do  what 
has  to  be  done  to  serve  as  an  example  of  someone  that  will  not  be  beaten 
down  by  the  existing  tribal  government. 

"As  people  of  conscience,  we  are  asking  you  to  consider  whether  you  wish  to 
house  as  prisoners  individuals  who  are  arrested  by  a regime  that  lacks  the 


credibility  necessary  to  satisfy  you  that  due  process  is  being  served/'  the 
letter  reads . . . . 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
ATTORNEY  FILES  FALSE-ARREST  CLAIMS  AGAINST  TRIBAL  POLICE 
28  December  1996 
By  VANESSA  DIETZ 

Three  men  who  were  the  recent  targets  of  Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Tribal  Police 
have  in  turn  targeted  officers  for  excessive  force  and  false  arrests  in 
claims  filed  with  the  Department  of  Interior. 

Joshua  Emery,  Scott  Rutherford  and  Colin  Van  claim  they  received  injuries 
during  a Dec.  17  early  morning  raid  into  buildings  on  the  site  of  the 
former  KBIC  Tribal  Center.  Fight  For  Justice,  a group  which  questions  the 
current  tribal  government's  policies,  took  over  the  tribal  center  in  August 
1995.  Representing  the  trio  of  claimants  is  Hancock  attorney  Mark  Wisti. 

Emery,  a tribal  member,  requests  $50,000  for  injuries  to  his  eyes.  He  says 
he  was  in  the  former  tribal  center  when  one  tribal  police  officer  sprayed 
mace  in  his  face  after  telling  him  to  move  out  of  the  way,  an  order  with 
which  he  said  he  complied. 

Emery,  who  has  asthma,  reportedly  reacted  severely  to  the  substance  and 
screamed  in  pain.  Emergency  medical  technicians  later  treated  him  at  the 
scene.  Police  also  reportedly  sprayed  mace  at  Emery's  mother,  Colleen 
McSawby . 

Rutherford  is  asking  for  $1  million  for  personal-injury  damages  including 
emotional  distress.  Rutherford,  a member  of  Witnesses  for  Non-Violence,  has 
been  on  the  site  since  summer. 

He  says  he  was  falsely  arrested  by  KBIC  Tribal  Police  officers  who  forcibly 
entered  the  room  in  which  he  was  sleeping  in  the  former  tribal  center.  He 
said  police  officers  told  him  to  lie  face-down  on  his  bed  and  hand-cuffed 
him.  The  officers  removed  the  handcuffs  before  they  left  the  site, 

Rutherford  said. 

Non-tribal  member  Colin  Van's  claim  is  for  $1,020,000  for  damage  to  his  car 
and  for  injuries  to  his  right  and  left  wrists,  neck  and  back  and  for 
emotional  distress.  Van  says  not  only  did  the  police  falsely  arrest  him, 
they  used  excessive  force  to  do  so. 

Van  said  police  ordered  him  to  leave  the  tribal  center  and  escorted  him 
out.  He  got  in  his  car  and  was  attempting  to  start  the  engine  when  officers 
began  smashing  his  car  windows  with  billy  clubs,  he  said. 

He  said  after  smashing  his  windshield  and  the  driver's  side  windows,  the 
officers  pulled  him  from  the  vehicle.  One  of  the  officers  sprayed  mace  in 
his  face  and  a group  of  officers  encircled  him,  beating  him.  He  said  he  put 
his  hands  behind  his  back  so  officers  could  handcuff  him. 

Van  said  the  officers  continued  to  beat  him  and  raise  him  to  his  feet  only 
to  trip  him  and  cause  him  to  hit  the  ground. 

On  the  night  of  the  raid,  10  to  12  tribal  police  officers  forcibly  entered 
three  buildings  on  the  compound:  the  Catholic  church's  nun's  house  and 
rectory  and  the  former  KBIC  Tribal  Center.  All  the  buildings  are  located  in 
the  same  area  on  US-41  in  Assinins. 

Father  John  Hascall,  the  priest  of  Most  Holy  Name  of  Jesus  Catholic  Church, 
has  provided  sanctuary  to  FFJ  since  the  takeover. 

KBIC  Media  Spokesman  Rich  Rossway  told  The  Marquette  Mining  Journal  the 
purpose  of  the  raid  was  to  retrieve  tribal  records.  The  only  tribal  records 
at  the  site  are  the  ones  that  a federal  magistrate  ordered  to  be  returned 
to  the  site  after  KBIC  Tribal  Chairman  Fred  Dakota  reviewed  them,  pulling 
some  to  defend  himself  on  federal  charges. 

Shortly  after  police  left,  many  witnesses  at  the  scene  told  The  Gazette  the 
officers  said  they  were  looking  for  Jerry  Lee  Curtis.  One  person  said 
police  showed  him  a copy  of  the  warrant  for  Curtis. 

During  the  time  of  the  raid,  Curtis  said  he  had  barricaded  himself  in  the 
basement  of  the  church. 

Although  police  did  not  arrest  Curtis,  they  did  arrest  another  FFJ  leader, 
Paul  Halverson,  for  violating  his  bond. 

In  a Dec.  20  press  release  Dakota  said:  "The  KBIC  categorically  denies  that 
excessive  force  was  used  by  our  tribal  police  as  they  served  a search 
warrant  early  Tuesday  morning.  The  expected  accusations  and  propaganda  flew 
from  the  dissidents,  but  once  again  when  the  dust  settled  there  was  no 


proof  that  anyone  was  beaten  or  terrorized. 

"The  tribal  police  performed  their  duties  professionally  and  the  tribal 
council  is  proud  of  their  work  under  difficult  circumstances.  Additionally, 
the  council  hopes  that  the  press  is  more  responsible  with  these  frivolous 
and 
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Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 


Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 


Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 
Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http : //web . maxwell . syr .edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http : //bioc02 . uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 


"Many  of  the  white  man's  ways  are  past  our  understanding...  They  put 
great  store  upon  writing;  there  is  always  a paper." 

"The  white  people  must  think  paper  has  some  mysterious  power  to  help 
them  in  the  world.  The  Indian  needs  no  writings;  words  that  are  true 
sink  deep  into  his  heart,  where  they  remain.  He  never  forgets  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  white  man  loses  his  papers,  he  is  helpless. 

"I  once  heard  one  of  their  preachers  say  that  no  white  man  was 
admitted  to  heaven  unless  there  were  writings  about  him  in  a great 
book ! " 

Four  Guns,  Oglala 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 

j to  the  democratic  principles  | 

| of  the  Republic  j 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 


[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

! Choctaw  Confederacies,  ! 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  \ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  \ 
+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 


Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Before  I get  to  the  words  of  my  heart  I wish  to  tell  you  that  Ada  Deer 
is  resigning  as  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  She  will  stay  on  the 
job  until  President  Clinton  names  her  successor. 

Dust  in  case  you  think  the  dominant  media  has  become  more  sensitive  and 
aware,  think  again.  Last  week  the  ABC's  television  news  magazine  "20/20" 
had  a segment  on  prisoner's  rights  to  practice  religion?  Some  women  wardens 
condescendingly  described  Native  American  sweat  lodges  as  just  "8  hour 
steam  baths".  How  different  is  this  from  the  Vatican  vehemently  proclaiming 
what  they  call  Mt.  Graham  can  not  be  a religious  shrine  because  it  is  not 
adorned  with  altars  and  shrines? 

Since  I'm  on  the  topic  of  news,  has  anyone  noticed  there  is  a bitter 
winter  storm  lashing  the  north?  Has  anyone  noticed  there  are  temperatures 
falling  off  the  lower  end  of  the  scale? 

What  do  you  think  those  terrible  winds  and  sub-freezing  temperatures  are 
doing  to  the  people  living  there? 

If  you  were  among  those  who  went  to  the  Sweet  Grass  Hills  or  Black  Hills 
this  summer  to  partake  in  ceremony,  did  you  also  notice  the  housing  some  of 
those  Blackfoot,  Cheyenne  or  Lakota  elders  lived  in?  Some  of  those  houses 
don't  hold  back  the  cold  very  well.  There  isn't  a lot  of  wood  and  what 
there  is,  is  so  damned  expensive  the  elders  can't  afford  it.  Propane,  you 
can  forget. 

While  you  were  participating  in  ceremony  did  you  make  any  vows  to  help  the 
people  who  were  giving  these  ceremonies  to  you?  Well,  get  a clue!  It's  past 
time  to  help!  Send  some  blankets  to  Browning  or  Poplar  or  Pine  Ridge  or 
Red  Bud  or  Lethbridge  or....  Send  some  food.  Send  some  clothes.  Send 
some  money  to  help  buy  wood  or  food. 

Whether  you  made  any  vows  or  not,  it's  time  to  make  your  walk  match  your 
talk.  Get  off  your  warm  couch,  and  do  something  for  the  traditionals  who 
keep  the  ways  you're  so  proud  of.  If  your  so  proud  of  them  keeping  the 
traditions  alive,  how  about  proving  it  by  helping  keep  those  traditionals 
alive . 


Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 

===w=w=== 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 
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"RE : Big  Mountain"  

Date:  Fri,  10  lan  1997  12:28:57  -0700  (MST) 

From:  sdn@primenet.com  (Sovereign  Dineh  Nation) 

Sub j : ACTION  ALERT  - Big  Mountain 

UUCP  email 

BIG  MOUNTAIN  ACTION  ALERT!!!  January  10,  1996 

What  is  going  on  right  now? 

On  February  11-14,  1997  in  Phoenix,  Arizona  "fairness  hearings"  will  be 
conducted  before  Judge  Earl  H.  Carroll,  federal  judge  of  the  U.S.  District 
Court  for  the  district  of  Arizona.  This  will  be  the  last  opportunity  for  the 
HPL  residents  to  testify  in  court  concerning  their  objections  to  the 
settlement  of  the  Manybeads  case.  The  objectors  strongly  feel  that  the 
Settlement/Accommodation  Agreement  still  impinges  upon  their  First  Amendment 
rights  as  well  as  their  ability  to  continue  their  traditional  way  of  life. 

How  did  it  get  to  this  point? 

This  is  a complicated  issue,  but  it  boils  down  to  this:  forcibly  removing 
people  from  their  ancestral  sacred  land  in  order  to  mine  coal,  estimated  to 
be  worth  billions  of  dollars.  What  we  have  here  are  powerful  mineral 
corporations  and  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  Tribal  Councils*,  in  collusion  with  the 
Federal  Government,  accepting  payments  to  ignore  the  genocide  of  a people. 

Who  are  the  Big  Mountain  and  Black  Mesa  resistors? 

The  "resistors"  are  traditional  Dineh  (Navajo)  people,  many  of  whom  are 
non-English  speaking  elders.  They  are  self-sustaining,  supporting  themselves 
by  herding  sheep  and  cattle,  weaving  and  dry-crop  farming  while  caretaking 
their  Sacred  Land.  They  have  earned  the  name  "resistor"  from  steadfastly 
refusing  forced  relocation  by  the  Federal  Government,  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribal 
Councils*  and  energy  corporations. 

Where  is  Big  Mountain  and  the  Black  Mesa? 

In  northeast  Arizona,  approximately  3 hours  north  of  Flagstaff,  lies  Black 
Mesa,  with  Big  Mountain  to  the  south.  Big  Mountain  is  the  best  known  of  the 
45  Dineh  (Navajo)  communities.  These  communities  are  surrounded  by  four 
mountain  peaks  immemorially  held  sacred  by  Dineh.  The  traditional  people 
will  likely  find  their  small  plots  of  land  surrounded  by  mines. 

What  happens  if  they  don't  relocate  or  sign  the  Agreement? 

Forced  eviction. 


What  are  the  effects  of  the  75-year  lease  (the  Accommodation  Agreement)? 


If  they,  the  residents  of  the  Hopi  Partition  Land  (HPL),  sign  the  Agreement, 
they  are  allowed  to  inhabit  their  ancestral  land  for  just  75  years.  During 
that  time,  they  lose  their  civil  and  First  Amendment  rights  and  face  a life 
under  martial  law.  The  overwhelming  majority  refuse  to  sign  this  lease.  They 
know  that  if  they  sign,  they  lose  the  rights  to  the  land  and  mining  will 
commence  unchecked. 

Where  will  they  be  relocated  to? 

In  1980,  Congress  approved  the  purchase  of  a total  of  400,000  acres  of 
land  as  the  primary  relocation  site.  This  land,  called  "New  Lands",  is 
located  on  the  Rio  Puerco,  downstream  from  Church  Rock,  NM,  the  site  of  the 
largest  radioactive  spill  in  this  nation's  history  (1979).  Money  from 
Congress,  taxpayers'  dollars,  were  used  to  purchase  the  knowingly  uranium 
contaminated  "New  Lands". 

Who  will  enforce  the  relocation? 

The  Hopi  Rangers  and  Federal  Marshals.  The  Rangers  are  a police  force 
equipped  with  state-of-the-art  weaponry.  They  are  under  the  mandate  of  the 
Hopi  Tribal  Council*  and  the  direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  Over 
the  years,  harassment  has  been  stepped  up  by  order  of  the  Hopi  Tribal 
Council* . 

Is  this  an  intertribal  land  dispute? 

No.  That  has  always  been  a lie  created  by  the  Federal  Government  and  the 
mining  interests.  The  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribal  Councils*  are  on  the  same  side 
of  the  issue  as  the  Federal  Government ...  in  opposition  to  the  Hopi  and  Dineh 
traditional  people. 

The  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribal  Councils  do  not  necessarily  represent 
traditional  interests. 

WHAT  CAN  YOU  DO?*************************** 

At  Big  Mountain: 

It  can  not  be  stated  strongly  enough  that  this  is  a crucial  time  for  the  HPL 
residents.  Highest  Priority  - In  order  for  the  resistors  to  attend  and 
testify  at  the  hearing,  they  need  supporters  to  take  care  of  their  animals 
and  property  while  they  are  away.  This  includes  herding  sheep,  chopping 
wood,  etc.  We  ask  that  you  be  self  sufficient  (food,  cameras,  warm  clothes, 
sleeping  gear,  binoculars,  tape  recorders,  batteries,  etc.)  and  be  here  by 
February  1st  in  order  to  be  trained  and  become  acquainted  with  the  family 
you  will  be  supporting.  Also,  if  you  are  in  the  Phoenix  area  we  are  planning 
a protest  at  the  courthouse  throughout  the  trial.  Please  contact  our  office 
for  specifics. 

Locally: 

Contact  your  local  media.  Use  this  flyer  for  public  service  announcements. 
Organize  a protest  at  a local 

federal  building  on  February  11th,  with  a show  of  support  through  the  end  of 
the  trial.  Collect  dry  goods, 

clothing,  financial  support  and  other  supplies  and  send  them  to  our  office 
for  distribution  on  the  reservation. 

For  more  information,  or  if  you  are  interested  in  coming  here  to  help, 
please  contact  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  office  at  (520)  522-8683,  fax 
(520)  522-8741,  email  sdn@primenet.com  as  soon  as  possible. 

"RE:  Yellowstone  Buffalo  Kill"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Ian  97  22:08:21  -0600 

From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  Eden)"  < jdkc@eden . com> 

Sub j : The  buffalo  Slaughter  at  Yellowstone 


UUCP  email 


YELLOWSTONE  BISON  UNDER  ATTACK  IN  MONTANA 


Already  this  winter,  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  has  slaughtered 
over  145  bison  who  dared  wander  into  Montana  from  Yellowstone  National  Park. 
This  raises  the  bison  death  toll  since  1985  to  over  1,700  animals.  Not  even 
bison  on  our  public  lands  are  safe,  as  Montana  state  officials  killed  20 
bison  on  the  Gallatin  National  Forest  on  Friday,  Danl2. 

Montana  continues  to  slaughter  Yellowstone  bison  principally  because  of  an 
unproven  fear  by  the  livestock  industry  that  bison  can  transmit  brucella 
abortus-  the  bacteria  that  causes  brucellosis  - to  domestic  cattle.  Neither 
the  federal  or  the  state  livestock  industry  has  ever  demonstrated  that  bison 
can  transmit  the  bacteria  to  cattle  under  natural  conditions,  and  no  such 
incident  has  ever  been  documented.  Scientific  evidence  suggests  that  the 
risk  of  transmission,  if  there  is  any  risk,  is  so  small  that  it  does  not 
warrant  the  annihilation  of  these  majestic  animals.  What's  more,  no  cattle 
are  present  between  Nov.  and  Dune  in  the  area  where  nearly  all  of  the  bison 
have  been  killed,  eliminating  even  the  most  remote  threat  of  disease 
transmission . 


AND  IN  WYOMING 

The  Wyoming  Game  and  Fish  Department  plans  to  permit  lottery  drawn  sport 
hunters  to  kill  Yellowstone  bison  who  enter  Shoshone  National  Forest.  This 
is  the  first  time  a sport  hunt  of  bison  will  be  permitted  in  Wyoming  since 
1990.  This  decision  is  part  of  a plan  to  tolerate  only  15  bull  bison  on 
certain  portions  of  the  Shoshone  National  Forest.  All  calves,  cows,  and  any 
bulls  in  excess  of  15  are  subject  to  slaughter  by  state  officials  or  trophy 
hunters . 

Though  the  WGFD  claims  it  is  initiating  the  hunt  because  of  a lack  of  forage 
for  bison,  in  reality,  the  hunt  is  primarily  part  of  a campaign  orchestrated 
by  state  and  federal  livestock  agencies,  such  as  the  USDA,  to  destroy  bison 
because  of  a perceived  threat  of  disease  transmission. 

We  must  stop  Montana,  Wyoming,  and  the  livestock  industry  from  destroying 
our  wildlife  on  our  public  lands!  Please  contact  the  following  individuals 
to  demand  an  end  to  the  state-sponsored  slaughter  or  public  sport  hunting  of 
Yellowstone  bison: 

Montana  Gov.  Marc  Racicot,  State  Capitol,  Helena,  MT59620, 

Dr.  Clarence  Siroky,  MDOL,  P.0.  Box  202001,  Helena,  MT  59620, 

Wyoming  Gov.  Dim  Geringer,  State  Capitol,  Cheyenne,  WY  82002, 

Mr.  Dohn  Talbott,  WGFD,  5400  Bishop  Blvd.,  Cheyenne,  WY  82006, 

Here  are  a few  points  you  may  wish  to  make: 

1.  There  is  no  evidence  that  the  bacteria  can  be  transmitted  from  bison  to 
cattle. 

2.  There  is  no  reason  to  kill  bison  on  Gallatin  National  Forest  or 
Shoshone  National  Forest. 


Even  if  disease  transmission  were  possible,  cattle  are  not  present  there  in 
the  winter.  Bison  and  other  wildlife,  not  cattle,  should  be  given  preference 
on  public  land.  If  the  livestock  industry  doesn't  like  it  they  can  move 
their  cattle  elsewhere.  FORWARD,  End  of  original  message  


(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 

\ ~ o / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 

(A  A)  (Remember  Wounded  Knee) 

\*/  http://www.eden.com/~jdkc 

Help  recall  the  Medals  of  disHonor 

r\j  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ^ ^ rw 


RE:  Bison  Kill  Facts 


Date:  Mon,  13  Dan  97  23:15:34  -0600 


Sub j : The  Buffalo  Slaughter  at  Yellowstone  National  Park 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  Eden)"  < jdkc@eden . com> 

UUCP  email 


Summary  of  Scientific  Evidence 

The  scientific  evidence  collected  to  date  demonstrates  that  the  risk  of 
Brucella  abortus  transmission  from  bison  to  cattle  represents  more  of  a 
perceived  threat  than  an  actual  threat.  Despite  this,  the  livestock  industry 
and  state  and  federal  agriculture  agencies,  have  utilized  a campaign  based 
on  fear,  speculation,  and  paranoia  to  force  the  unnecessary  destruction  of 
Yellowstone  bison  who  emigrate  from  YNP  to  protect  livestock  interests. 

To  summarize,  the  available  evidence  indicates  that: 

There  has  never  been  a documented  case  of  Brucella  abortus  transmission 
from  bison  to  cattle  under  natural  conditions. 

In  cattle.  Brucella  abortus  is  primarily  transmitted  through 
susceptible  animal  contact  with  an  infected  aborted  fetus, 

contaminated  birthing  materials,  and/or  contaminated  forage. 

In  bison,  if  the  same  transmission  mechanism  exists,  the  likelihood  of 
transmission  is  extremely  remote  since,  as  indicated 

by  the  available  evidence,  bison  do  not  experience  abortions.  Only  four 
abortions  have  been  documented  in  bison  in  the 

Greater  Yellowstone  Ecosystem  in  the  past  75  years.  It  is  unknown  if 
any,  or  all,  of  these  abortions  were  the  result  of 
Brucella  abortus  infection. 

If  transmission  can  occur,  bison  and  cattle  must  occur  in  the  same 
place  at  the  same  time,  or  the  bacteria  must  persist 

long  enough  in  the  environment  to  result  in  exposure  to  a susceptible 
animal.  No  domestic  cattle  are  maintained  on  public 

or  private  land  near  West  Yellowstone  from  late  October  through  early 
Dune,  making  the  likelihood  of  bacteria 

transmission  from  bison  to  cattle  in  this  area  extremely  remote. 
Furthermore,  the  available  evidence  suggests  that  the 

bacteria  are  killed  within  hours  if  in  direct  sunlight  and  non-freezing 
conditions  --  conditions  common  in  YNP  in  mid  to 

late  spring  before  cattle  are  returned  to  public  grazing  allotments. 

The  blood  test  used  on  bison  and  cattle  to  determine  whether  an  animal 
has  been  exposed  to  the  bacteria,  was  designed 

principally  for  use  on  cattle.  In  cattle  the  blood  test  accurately 
predicts  infection. 

In  bison,  the  blood  test  does  not  accurately  predict  infection.  Though 
approximately  50  percent  of  Yellowstone  bison 

blood  test  positive  for  exposure  to  the  bacteria,  the  available 
evidence  indicates  that  only  approximately  12  percent  are 

infected.  Moreover,  according  to  the  results  of  sampling  conducted 
during  the  winter  of  1991-92,  less  than  one-half  of 

one  percent  of  Yellowstone  bison  were  infectious. 

During  the  winter  of  1991-92,  tissue  and  blood  samples  were  taken  from 
218  bison  killed  outside  of  YNP  by  State  and 

Federal  officials.  Of  these  218  animals,  the  bacteria  could  only  be 
cultured  from  the  tissues  of  27;  19  males  and  8 

females.  Since  the  primary  route  of  bacteria  transmission  is  through 
contact  with  an  aborted,  contaminated  fetus  and/or 

contaminated  birthing  materials,  and  based  on  the  best  available 
scientific  evidence,  the  risk  of  male  or  bull  bison 

transmitting  the  bacteria  is  virtually  nonexistent.  Of  the  8 females, 
the  bacteria  could  be  cultured  from  the  reproductive 

tract  of  only  one,  a non-reproductive  yearling.  Consequently,  of  the 
218  bison  sampled,  not  one,  at  the  time  of  their 

death,  were  capable  of  transmitting  the  bacteria  to  cattle. 


Based  on  the  data  collected  during  the  winter  of  1991-92,  The  Fund  for 
Animals  estimated  in  the  fall  of  1994  that  only  a 

maximum  of  38  pregnant  bison,  out  of  a estimated  herd  of  4,200  bison, 
could  potentially  be  infectious.  The  actual 

number  of  infectious  pregnant  bison  who  may  pose  a risk  to  cattle,  if 
any,  is  significantly  less  because  not  all  infectious 

pregnant  bison  will  leave  YNP  and  few,  if  any,  infectious  pregnant 
bison  will  abort. 

An  infected  bison,  one  from  whom  the  bacteria  can  be  cultured  from  a 
tissue  or  organ,  poses  no  risk  of  transmission 

unless  it  is  infectious.  An  infectious  bison  --  primarily  a female  from 
whom  the  bacteria  can  be  cultured  from  the 

reproductive  tract  --  may  be  able  to  expel  the  bacteria  into  the 
environment  through  an  abortion  or  calving  event. 

Considering  biological,  spatial,  temporal,  and  epidemiological  factors, 
however,  the  likelihood  of  an  infectious  bison 

expelling  the  bacteria  resulting  in  infection  in  domestic  cattle  is 
extremely  remote. 

The  blood  test,  while  inaccurate  in  predicting  infection,  is 
substantially  more  accurate  in  determining  whether  an  animal 

has  been  exposed  to  the  bacteria.  A negative  blood  test  nearly  always 
indicative  of  an  animal  who  is  not  infected. 

Considering  the  scientific  evidence,  the  settlement  agreement  is  deficient 
for  the  following  reasons: 

Even  assuming  that  an  infected  bison  can  transmit  the  bacteria  (which 
is  not  possible),  since  the  blood  test  to  be  used  to 

determine  which  bison  live  and  which  bison  die  is  inaccurate,  three  out 
of  every  four  bison  who  test  blood  positive,  will 
be  killed  unnecessarily. 

All  pregnant  female  bison,  regardless  of  blood  test  results,  will  be 
killed.  Since  a negative  test  result  is  nearly  always 

accurate,  there  is  no  justification  for  killing  blood-test  negative 
pregnant  females.  Assuming  that  a positive  blood  test  is 

indicative  of  infection  and/or  infectiousness  (it  is  not),  it  is,  in 
fact,  these  blood-test  negative  animals  who  should  not  be 

killed  if  the  objective  is  to  eradicate  the  bacteria  in  bison.  Though  a 
negative  animal  may  convert  into  a positive  animal  as 

pregnancy  progresses,  there  is  no  evidence  in  YNP  bison  to  substantiate 
this  claim.  Moreover,  on  the  western  side  of 

YNP,  a negative  pregnant  bison  who  converts  into  a positive  animals  as 
pregnancy  progresses  would  pose  no  risk  to 

cattle  during  the  winter  since  no  cattle  are  in  the  area. 

All  blood-test  positive  bison  will  be  killed.  Since  the  principal  route 
of  bacteria  transmission  is  through  contact  with  an 

infected  aborted  fetus,  male  bison  pose  virtually  no  risk  of 
transmission,  if  they  pose  any  risk  at  all.  The  only  way  a male 

bison  could  transmit  the  bacteria  is  if  he  dribbled  bacteria-laden 
sperm  on  land  occupied  by  cattle  and  if  enough  of  the 

bacteria  persisted  in  the  environment  to  cause  infection  in  a 
susceptible  animal.  This  prospect  is  so  extremely  remote  that 
the  killing  of  bull  bison  cannot  be  justified. 

Even  if  bacteria  transmission  between  bison  and  cattle  were  possible, 
the  lack  of  Brucella  abortus  caused  abortion  in 

YNP  bison,  the  minute  rate  of  infectiousness  in  YNP  bison,  the  spatial 
and  temporal  relationship  between  cattle  and 

bison,  and  the  inability  of  the  bacteria  to  persist  for  any  extended 
amount  of  time  in  direct  sunlight,  do  not  justify  the 


proposed  capture,  test,  and  slaughter  program  for  any  YNP  bison. 


"RE : OU  Throws  Indian  Out"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Dan  1997  18:27:29  -0800 
From:  chieftain@ou.edu 

Subject:  The  University  of  Oklahoma  Throws  Indian  Student  out  in  the  Snow 
Mailing  List:  NAT-EDU  (nat-edu@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Monday,  Danuary  6,  1997 

V.  Blanchard  Singing  Eagle,  a PhD  student  of  English-Anthropology-Native 
American  Studies,  was  informed  this  morning  that  he  would  no  longer  be 
allowed  to  live  in  the  University  of  Oklahoma  housing  because  of  his 
excessive  debt  with  the  University.  At  present.  Singing  Eagle  owes  the 
University  over  $3,000  and  is  ineligible  for  any  type  of  student  financial 
aid  or  tribal  grants  (mainly  due  to  problems  with  the  California  Student 
Aid  Commission  and  lack  of  "Indian  Papers"). 

Throughout  the  Fall  Semester,  Singing  Eagle  has  worked  three  jobs,  but 
his  pay  rate  could  not  keep  up  with  tuition  and  housing  fees.  This 
morning  at  9:00,  the  OU  Flousing  Office  refused  to  allow  him  back  into 
his  dorm  room,  so  now  Singing  Eagle  is  homeless  and  wondering  what  to  do. 

There  is  a high  likelihood  that  Singing  Eagle  will  drop  out  of  his  PhD 
program  immediately  and  take  his  chances  "on  the  streets"  (perhaps  at  a 
homeless  shelter  in  San  Francisco),  although  he  is  also  debating  on 
whether  or  not  to  set  up  a "homeless  camp"  on  the  North  Oval  near  OU 
President  David  Boren's  front  lawn. 

Speculation  abounds  that  this  expulsion  from  the  residence  halls  is  in 
retaliation  for  a recent  RACIAL  FIARASSMENT  grievance  filed  by  Singing 
Eagle  against  the  University  of  Oklahoma's  Bizzell  Library;  however, 
details  are  not  clear. 

At  any  rate.  Singing  Eagle,  a soft-spoken  Potawatomi/Creek/Choctaw 
full-blood  "Urban  Indian,"  is  in  dire  need  of  your  prayers,  suggestions, 
and  support.  His  spirit  appears  to  be  broken  and  he  needs  much  guidance 
in  making  his  decision  before  this  FRIDAY!  You  can  contact  him  via  the 
following. . . 

DOB  #1: 

Campus  Art  Supply 
527  Buchannan 
Norman,  OK  73072 
(405)  364-7295 
DOB  #2: 

Oklahoma  Scoring  Service 
2222B  Westpark 
Norman,  OK  73069 
(405)  364-8455 
DOB  #3: 

The  Daily  Oklahoman 
The  University  Of  Oklahoma 
Norman,  OK  73019 
(405)  325-3000 
TEMPORARY  LODGING: 

Anderson  Family 
(405)  275-3592 
Voice  Mail: 

(405)  325-4077 
e-mail : 

<chieftain@uoknor . edu> 

"RE;  Indian  in  the  Snow"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Dan  1997  21:09:03  -0600 
From:  chieftain@ou.edu 

Sub j : The  University  of  Oklahoma  Throws  Indian  Student  out  in  the  Snow 


Mailing  List: 


NAT-EDU  (nat-edu@gnosys . svle. ma .us) 


Greetings  and  best  wishes,  my  friends! 

I am  the  actual  Crazy  Indian  who  literally  got  "thrown  out  in  the  snow"  by 
the  University  of  Oklahoma  Housing  Department  (yes,  it  really  IS  snowing  out 
here  --even  as  I write  this).  The  other  day,  a friend  of  mine  posted  my 
plight  to  you  on  my  e-mail  account. 

Anyway,  since  I am  extremely  grateful  to  all  of  you  for  your  well-wishes, 

I thought  you  might  appreciate  an  update  on  my  affairs... 

Last  night,  after  applying  for  an  adjunct  faculty  position  at  Rose  State 
College,  I was  taken  in  by  a kind  old  angelic  woman  who  must  have  had  an  IQ 
of  200.  To  make  a long  story  short,  this  little  old  lady  took  me  in,  fed 
me,  gave  me  medicine  (I  was  SICK-SICK-SICK),  and  engaged  me  in  some  pretty 
impressive  conversation.  She  said  she's  been  kicking  around  the  idea  of 
combining  computers  and  English  instruction,  that  she  wanted  us  to  "join 
forces,"  and  that  she'd  check  with  some  of  her  buddies  at  the  Retired 
Businessmen's  Association  in  Oklahoma  City  for  funding.  Sounds  like  a 
long-shot  to  me,  and  I'm  still  a bit  skeptical  but  at  the  moment,  I am  open 
to  anything. 

As  for  the  Racial  Harassment  complaint  against  the  University  Library, 
its  allegations,  claiming  that  University  staffers  employ  severe  double 
standards  with  their  nonwhite  student-employees.  In  other  words,  we  feel 
like  we're  constantly  being  "watched,"  and  that  we  are  given  no  slack  when 
we  make  the  slightest  mistake. 

Since  I don't  want  to  go  around  making  any  "unfounded  allegations,"  I'll 
just  sum  up  with  this:  The  University  of  Oklahoma  has  a pretty  strange 
relationship  with  its  "minority"  students.  Our  situations,  when  compared  to 
those  of  white  student  employees,  look  pretty  fishy  to  me. 

As  for  the  idea  of  sleeping  on  President  Boren's  lawn  in  a tipi,  it  sounds 
great.  Somebody  left  me  a voice-mail  message  with  an  offer  to  loan  me  a 
tipi;  however,  I no  longer  have  access  to  long-distance.  So  I guess  we're 
stuck  using  the  net  and  snail-mail  (unless  you  want  to  call  me  at  Campus  Art 
Supply  Monday-Friday  9 : 30am-5 : 30pm  --the  number  is  405-364-7295). 

My  last  available  alternative  is  to  take  a leave  of  absence  and  run  away  to 
Taiwan  or  Japan  to  teach  English  for  a year.  I hear  I can  make  some  pretty 
impressive  profits  over  there,  so  that  might  be  a better  idea  than  checking 
myself  into  some  San  Francisco  homeless  shelter.  At  any  rate,  I shall  do  my 
best  to  keep  in  touch. 

With  the  Utmost  Gratitude, 

Chieftain 

V.  Blanchard  Singing  Eagle 

"RE : Indian  Student  Thrown  Out"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Jan  1997  22:59:51  -0600 
From:  chieftain@ou.edu 

Sub j : The  University  of  Oklahoma  Throws  Indian  Student  out  in  the  Snow 
Mailing  List:  NAT-EDU  (nat-edu@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Here's  another  respectful  update  on  the  Homeless  OU-Indian  Situation... 

So  far,  I'm  still  hanging  in  there,  sleeping  on  couches  and  stuff. 

Somebody  just  sent  me  some  e-mail  which  essentially  said,  "quitcherwhinin . " 

I pointed  out  that  such  an  admonition  sounds  pretty  big  from  somebody  who 
has  a place  to  sleep  and  who  knows  where  his  next  meal  is  coming  from.  The 
point  is,  people  have  been  telling  us  Indians  "quitcherwhinin"  for  damned 
near  500  years  now,  and  my  response  is  this: 

As  long  as  greedy,  boorish  people  sit  complacently  in 
their  8-bedroom  mini-mansions  built  on  the  blood  and 
bones  of  our  ancestors  while  Indian  students  are  forced 
to  sell  their  blood  plasma  and  dance  in  nudey  bars,  as 
long  as  archaeologists  continue  to  raid  our  sacred  bu- 
rial grounds  in  the  name  of  "science,"  as  long  as  non- 


Indians  continue  to  barge  into  our  longhouse  ceremonies 
to  tell  us  that  we're  worshipping  the  devil,  as  long  as 
IHS  doctors  continue  to  coerce  Indian  women  into  get- 
ting their  tubes  tied  while  white  women  are  simply  en- 
couraged go  on  the  pill,  as  long  as  farmers  and  "sports 
fishermen"  continue  their  campaigns  against  Native  wa- 
ter and  fishing  rights...  I say  we  must  never  stop. 

But  this  might  not  be  the  forum  for  such  complaints,  so  I'll  move  on.  I 
don't  want  to  annoy  our  kind  host,  Mr.  Trujillo,  so  this  will  be  my  last 
transmittal  for  a while. 

Before  I go:  to  that  person  who  offered  me  the  use  of  his  tipi  to  camp 
out  on  the  University  of  Oklahoma's  North  Oval,  I say  (with  all  due 
respect),  "Heck  yeah!  Please  bring  it  on!" 

In  the  meantime,  if  anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  go  one  step  beyond 
remembering  me  (and  people  like  me)  in  your  prayers,  I welcome  you  to  call 
University  of  Oklahoma  President  David  Boren's  "Action  Line"  (405)  325-1212. 
Ask  him  how  OU  can  have  the  gall  to  claim  such  pride  in  "its"  Native 
American  students.  Tell  them  that  you  will  send  your  Children  to  Dartmouth 
College  or  the  University  of  Arizona  instead! 

In  the  end,  remember  that  this  is  not  just  for  ME,  but  for  all  of  the 
people. 

I guarantee  you  there  are  hundreds  of  others  out  there  who  are  in  my  same, 
exact  situation.  If  we  can  stir  up  enough  awareness,  perhaps  we  can  help 
them  all. 

With  Sincerest  Gratitude, 

"Chieftain" 

Victor  Singing  Eagle 
c/o  582  Buchanan 
Norman,  OK  73072-7149 
(405)  364-7295 
<chieftain@uoknor .edu> 

"RE : Bring  Peltier  Home"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Ian  1997  13:58:31  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom(3prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Bring  Peltier  Home:  Tour  Dates 

UUCP  email 

Spring  (East  Coast)  Tour 

"BRING  PELTIER  HOME"  Campaign 
P.0.  BOX  315  NEWPORT,  KY  41701 
606  431  2346  ---  FAX  606  581-9458 
TO: 

Leonard  Peltier,  Alice-Lambert  Banks,  Sheridan  Murphy,  Pat  Benabe,  Ernie 
Stevens,  lr..  Drew  Lacapa,  MI  Wilson,  Ron  Lessard,  Marquita  Peltier, 

Floyd  Westerman,  Star  Nayea 
FROM:  Dennis  1 Banks 
DATE:  December  28,  1996 

Please  be  advised  that  the  'Bring  Peltier  Home'  (BPH)  Campaign  will 
continue  until  Peltier  is  indeed  HOME.  While  the  Xmas  Clemency  Tour  reached 
out  to  thousands  of  young  Americans,  Peltier  remains  in  prison.  Therefore, 
the  BPH  Campaign  will  conduct  a spring  tour  of  the  eastern  seaboard  of  the 
United  States. 

All  BPH  campaigners  should  be  ready  to  report  to  Florida  by  the  second 
week  of  April.  You  will  be  expected  to  assure  your  own  travel  costs  to 
Florida  and  return  from  Niagra  Falls,  New  York.  The  eastern  states  will 
include  Florida,  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Virginia, 

Maryland,  New  lersey,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  NYC,  and 
New  York  State.  A DRAFT  schedule  follows. 

Sheriden  Murphy  will  develop  venues  for  Miami,  Naples,  tampa,  Orlando,  and 
lacksonville.  Cleto  Montelongo  and  Chipa  Wolf  will  handle  Georgia.  Ron 
Lessard  will  cover  Virginia  and  DC.  Tom  Midgley  will  organize  Poughkeepsie, 


NY.  If  you  know  of  contact  along  the  route  (as  indicated  on  the  tentative 
schedule)  who  can  organize  the  local  venues,  please  have  them  call  the  BPH 
Office. 

I will  be  in  Dapan  from  Dan  6 through  the  23rd.  During  this  time,  I will 
also  be  meeting  with  groups  organizing  BPH  campaign  activities  there.  In  my 
absence,  Alice  will  be  handling  U.S.  clemency  tour  organization,  so  she  will 
be  your  contact  for  information  and  to  finalize  scheduling  & confirming 
coordinators . 

Tentative  Tour  Dates 

Tour  Date  Site  Contact  Person  Contact  Phone  # 

April  6th  Miami,  Florida  Sheridan  Murphy  813-823-3534 

7th  Naples  Lynell  Smith  916-895-1171 

8th  Tampa 
9th  Orlando 

10th  Dacksonville/  or  St  Augustine 
11th  OFF 

12th  Savannah,  Georgia  Cleto  Montelongo/Chipa  Wolf 

13th  Macon 

17th  Maxton/Pembroke,  North  Carolina 

18th  Charlotte 

19th  Raleigh 

20th  Richmond,  Virginia 

21st  OFF 

22nd  Arlington 

23rd  Washington,  D.C 

24th  Rockville,  Maryland 

25th  Baltimore 

26th  Wilmington,  Delaware 

27th  Newark,  New  Dersey 

28th  NYC  (somewhere  in  Long  Island 

29th  OFF 

30th  OFF 

May  1 - 6th  Available  for  Boston  and  other  eastern  sites 
7th  Poughkeepsie 
8th  Syracuse 
9th  Onandaga 
10th  Rochester 
11th  Buffalo  (Tour  ends) 

"RE : Grand  Rapids  Event  for  Leonard"  

From:  acjazz@aol.com  (ACDazz) 

Sub j : Grand  Rapids,  MI  event  for  Leonard  Peltier,  Dan.  17 
Date:  11  Dan  1997  13:38:16  GMT 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

An  action  in  support  of  Leonard  Peltier,  a Native  American  political 
prisoner  at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  will  take  place  on  Friday,  Danuary 
17  at  7pm  at  the  Institute  for  Global  Education  (IGE)  at  1400-B  Lake  Drive 
in  Grand  Rapids  in  order  to  urge  President  Clinton  to  grant  Leonard 
Peltier  executive  clemency  by  Inauguration  Day.  Leonard  Peltier  has  been 
imprisoned  since  1976  as  a result  of  his  activist  participation  in  the 
Native  American  movement. 

'Incident  at  Oglala'  (regarding  the  Peltier  case)  will  be  shown,  a 
discussion  will  be  held  after  the  movie  and  an  e-mail  petition  to  the 
President  will  be  mailed.  Resources  regarding  the  case  and  petitions  will 
be  available.  For  more  information  contact  Cliff  Alles-Curie  at  IGE  at 
454-1642. 

This  event  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group-West 
Michigan,  Anarchist  Black  Cross  (an  activist  group  for  political 
prisoners),  and  the  Indigenous  Issues  of  the  Americas  Working  Group.  This 
is  a free  event  open  to  the  public. 


RE:  Call  for  Assistance 


Date:  Tue,  14  lan  1997  00:22:27  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : A call  for  assistance. 

The  following  is  being  passed  along  from  AIM  Arizona  for  any  who  are  able  to 
assist  your  help  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Ish 

FORWARDED  MESSAGE 

X-P0P3-Rcpt:  ishgooda@mercury 
Date:  Mon,  13  Han  1997  23:30:54  -0500  (EST) 
jsd@dickshovel . com,  Ishgooda(3tdi . net 

My  brothers  and  sisters. 

In  our  continuing  vigilance  to  help  secure  the  rights  and  freedoms  of 
American  Indian  people,  we  have  been  notified  of  yet  another  travesty  on  the 
reservation . 

A few  days  ago,  the  Arizona  Chapter  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  was 
notified  about  a family  living  on  the  Salt  River  Pima/Maricopa  Indian 
Community  in  Arizona  whose  living  conditions  were  so  poor  as  to  be  thought 
intolerable.  On  Friday  of  last  week  members  of  AIM  AZ  along  with  Mary  Kim 
Titla  (an  American  Indian  journalist/reporter  with  12  News  in  Phoenix)  paid  a 
visit  to  the  home  of  the  Washington  Family.  What  was  found  there  was,  to  say 
the  least,  heart-wrenching. 

6 members  of  this  family,  two  adults  and  their  four  grandchildren,  were 
living  in  a 3-room  adobe-sod  and  plywood  house.  They  had  been  living  there 
for  years  and  the  house  just  fell  into  deeper  and  deeper  states  of  disrepair. 

Ms  Washington  lost  her  job  of  nearly  20  years  at  a Scottsdale,  Az  resort  and 
the  family  had  no  income.  None. 

Mr.  Washington  is  a Vietnam  combat  veteran  confined  to  a wheelchair  for  the 
rest  of  his  life  and  has  until  this  time  received  NO  BENEFITS  from  the  VA. 
That  is  being  rectified  today. 

These  two  traditional  Pima  elders,  along  with  their  four  grandchildren 
lived  in  this  house  with  no  heat,  a roof  that  leaked  into  every  room,  no 
furniture.  They  slept  on  makeshift  pallets  on  the  home's  dirt  floor,  washed 
their  little  clothing  in  a tub  outside,  cooked  their  meals  on  a propane  camp 
stove... also  outside. . .and  showered  in  a 4x4  plywood  room  built  onto  the 
outside  of  the  house.  There  was  no  running  water  indoors.  Holes  in  the 
walls  big  enough  to  pass  a basketball  through,  the  electrical  system 
consisting  of  extension  cords  running  along  bare  2x4' s and  ending  in  plugs 
hanging  from  the  end  of  the  cord. 

I say  they  "lived"  like  this  because  they  live  like  this  no  longer. 

Since  1992  Ms  Washington  has  requested,  twice  a year,  assistance  from  the 
Tribe  to  upgrade  or  rebuild  their  home.  For  reasons  known  only  to  the  tribe, 
her  requests  have  been  denied.  When  the  American  Indian  Movement  saw  the 
living  conditions  of  this  family  in  1997  we  could  not  stand  by  and  allow  it 
to  continue. 

The  family  is  currently  staying  in  a motel  paid  for  with  donations  from  the 
members  of  AIM  AZ.  40  members  of  the  Arizona  chapter  armed  with  hand  tools 
and  a borrowed  bulldozer  moved  in  on  Sunday  and  tore  down  the  50  year  old 
structure,  burned  the  rotted  wood  and  leveled  the  area  where  the  house  once 
stood.  On  Wednesday,  Ian.  15th  a 3-bedroom  mobile  home  will  be  moved  onto 
the  site.  This  mobile  home  was  acquired  by  members  of  AIM  AZ  for  $2400  when 
the  owners  heard  what  it  was  needed  for. 

The  Salt  River  Pima/Maricopa  Indian  Community  recently  spent  $2  million  on 
an  advertising  campaign  for  a proposition  on  the  ballot  in  Arizona  that 
would  allow  them  to  sign  a gaming  compact  with  the  state  and  build  2 casinos. 

$2,000,000!!  And  yet  members  of  the  tribe  were  living  in  conditions  much 
worse  than  we  would  allow  our  pets  to  live  in.  The  house  was  rotten, 
crumbling  and  infested  with  scorpions  and  black  widow  spiders.  In  short  my 
relatives,  it  brought  tears  to  the  eyes  of  all  who  went  there  to  work. 

There  is  still  much  work  to  be  done.  The  family  is  in  need  of  EVERYTHING! ! 

We  will  be  moving  the  mobile  home  in  on  Wednesday,  but  they  have  nothing 
else.  ALL  IS  NEEDED.  Clothing,  bedding,  cookware,  plates,  glasses. 


furniture,  personal  items.  These  things  are  all  needed  to  get  this  family 
back  on  their  feet  and  allow  them  to  live  like  human  beings  again. 

When  a person's  tribe  or  nation  will  not  help  then  it  is  up  to  the  PEOPLE 
to  help.  Donations  have  begun  arriving  from  people  in  the  Phoenix  area  in 
response  to  Ms  Titla's  report  on  the  television.  Members  of  the  Salt  River 
Community  have  pitched  in  to  help  and  AIM  AZ  is  continuing  to  assist  however 
we  can.  YOU  TOO  CAN  HELP. 

Donations  of  EVERYTHING  AND  ANYTHING  can  be  made  to  this  family  by  sending 
them  to  the  following  addresses: 

F.L.  Turner 
2102  W.  Boston  St. 

Chandler,  Arizona  85224 
or 

A.R.  Mader 

AIM,  Arizona  Chapter 
140  E.  Hampton  Ave. 

Mesa,  Arizona  85210 

Personal  info  on  the  Washington  Family: 

Fred  - male... sizes  medium  to  large. 

Meryl  - female ...  size  medium 
Yvette  - female  - age  7 
Summer  - female  - age  6 
Raymond  - male  - age  3 

Howard  (Howie)  - male  - age  2 (wears  large  size  diapers) 

In  clothing,  Meryl  requests  neutral  colors. 

This  is  a simple  family  and  ours  is  a simple  goal.  To  do  the  job  of  the 
Tribe,  for  now,  and  bring  some  dignity,  and  pride  back  to  this  family.  We 
are  working  with  the  grandparents  with  the  VA  and  Social  Services  so  we  are 
sure  they  will  be  back  on  their  feet  soon.  For  now,  however,  they  can  use 
the  assistance  of  all  who  read  these  words. 

For  anyone  donating. .. please  include  your  name  and  mailing  address  as  the 
family  would  like  to  thank  you  personally  for  your  assistance. 

I will  thank  you  now. 

In  Struggle, 

A.R.  Mader 

American  Indian  Movement 
Arizona  Chapter 

AIMAZ@aol.com  --  GRDancer@aol.com 
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PRESS  RELEASE 

Institute  of  Indigenous  Government  to  Make 
Royal  Commission  Report  Internet  Accessible 


18  December  1996 

(VANCOUVER)  Grand  Chief,  Bernard  Charles,  President  of  the  Institute  of 
Indigenous  Government,  announced  today  that  the  Institute  will  make  the 
full  English  and  French  texts  of  the  Final  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Aboriginal  Peoples  accessible  on  the  Internet  as  of  Wednesday,  December 
18th.  The  IIG  Web  Site  [http://www.indigenous.bc.ca/]  will  provide  a down- 
loadable interface  for  persons  with  Internet  access.  It  is  Canada's  only 
on-line  point-of -access  to  the  Royal  Commission's  Final  Report.  There 
will  be  no  user  cost  associated  with  this  form  of  access. 

President  Charles  described  the  project  as  a "major  shift  in  the  relation- 
ship between  Indigenous  populations  and  information  that  relates  to  their 
historical  and  future  development  as  nations.  The  Web  Site  is  a community 
tool  that  will  broaden  participation  in  the  work  that  the  Royal  Commission 
has  begun.  In  this  sense,  we  are  responding  to  widespread  demand  for  access 
to  the  Final  Report.  As  an  educational  institution  we  are  also  very  aware 
of  how  this  intellectual  property  can  contribute  to  the  ways  and  means 
that  Indigenous  peoples  participate  in  the  learning  process.  The  Web  Site 
is  a way  for  communities  to  interact  with  an  otherwise  static  document." 

The  Web  Site  anticipates  what  the  Royal  Commission  calls  an  Indigenous 
electronic  clearinghouse,  a highly  decentralized  network  to  'promote  the 
exchange  of  information  among  agencies  and  communities  doing  similar  kinds 
of  work. ' For  the  time  being,  the  Web  Site  will  make  basic  electronic  RCAP 
access  a reality.  Over  the  next  few  months  features  will  be  added  to 
increase  its  utility.  In  September,  IIG  will  launch  a searchable  RCAP 
index  that  includes  the  Final  Report  and  the  background  reports.  The 
longer  term  objective  is  to  use  this  base  of  data  as  a way  to  engage 
students  and  educators  in  Canada  and  around  the  world  in  the  development 
and  design  of  Indigenous  learning  resources. 

The  Institute  of  Indigenous  Government  is  Canada's  first  independent 
degree-granting  First  Nation  public  institution.  The  Institute's  mission 
is  to  provide  an  accredited  specialized  program  of  post-secondary 
education,  skills-training,  and  research  opportunities  dedicated  to 
empowering  Indigenous  Peoples  to  exercise  their  right  to  self- 
determination  in  their  territories  in  ways  which  fully  reflect  indigenous 
philosophy,  values  and  experience  throughout  the  world.  IIG  campuses  are 
located  in  Vancouver,  Lillooet,  and  Saanich. 

For  more  information  contact:  Lisa  Sullivan  at  604  602  9555  or  e-mail 
iig@cyberstore . ca 
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Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 

Looking  Forward,  Looking  Back 

After  some  500  years  of  a relationship  that  has  swung  from 
partnership  to  domination,  from  mutual  respect  and  co-operation  to 
paternalism  and  attempted  assimilation,  Canada  must  now  work  out  fair 
and  lasting  terms  of  coexistence  with  Aboriginal  people. 


The  Starting  Point 

The  Commission  has  identified  four  compelling  reasons  to  do  so: 

Canada's  claim  to  be  a fair  and  enlightened  society  depends  on  it. 

The  life  chances  of  Aboriginal  people,  which  are  still  shamefully  low, 
must  be  improved.  Negotiation,  as  conducted  under  the  current  rules, 
has  proved  unequal  to  the  task  of  settling  grievances.  Continued  failure 
may  well  lead  to  violence. 

Canada  as  a Fair  and  Enlightened  Society 

Canada  enjoys  a reputation  as  a special  place,  a place  where  human 
rights  and  dignity  are  guaranteed,  where  the  rules  of  liberal  democracy 
are  respected,  where  diversity  among  peoples  is  celebrated.  But  this 
reputation  represents,  at  best,  a half-truth. 

A careful  reading  of  history  shows  that  Canada  was  founded  on  a 
series  of  bargains  with  Aboriginal  peoples,  bargains  this  country  has 
never  fully  honoured.  Treaties  between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal 
governments  were  agreements  to  share  the  land.  They  were  replaced  by 
policies  intended  to: 

...remove  Aboriginal  people  from  their  homelands. 

...suppress  Aboriginal  nations  and  their  governments. 

...undermine  Aboriginal  cultures. 

...stifle  Aboriginal  identity. 

It  is  now  time  to  acknowledge  the  truth  and  begin  to  rebuild  the 
relationship  among  peoples  on  the  basis  of  honesty,  mutual  respect  and 
fair  sharing.  The  image  of  Canada  in  the  world  and  at  home  demands  no 
less . 

The  Life  Chances  of  Aboriginal  People 

The  third  volume  of  our  report.  Gathering  Strength,  probes  social 
conditions  among  Aboriginal  people.  The  picture  it  presents  is 
unacceptable  in  a country  that  the  United  Nations  rates  as  the  best 
place  in  the  world  to  live. 

Aboriginal  peoples'  living  standards  have  improved  in  the  past  50 
years,  but  they  do  not  come  close  to  those  of  non-Aboriginal  people: 

- Life  expectancy  is  lower. 

- Illness  is  more  common. 

- Human  problems,  from  family  violence  to  alcohol  abuse,  are  more 
common  too. 

- Fewer  children  graduate  from  high  school. 

- Far  fewer  go  on  to  colleges  and  universities. 

- The  homes  of  Aboriginal  people  are  more  often  flimsy,  leaky  and 
overcrowded . 

- Water  and  sanitation  systems  in  Aboriginal  communities  are  more 
often  inadequate. 

- Fewer  Aboriginal  people  have  jobs. 

- More  spend  time  in  jails  and  prisons. 

Aboriginal  people  do  not  want  pity  or  handouts.  They  want 
recognition  that  these  problems  are  largely  the  result  of  loss  of  their 
lands  and  resources,  destruction  of  their  economies  and  social 
institutions,  and  denial  of  their  nationhood. 

They  seek  a range  of  remedies  for  these  injustices,  but  most  of  all, 
they  seek  control  of  their  lives. 

Failed  Negotiations 

A relationship  as  complex  as  the  one  between  Aboriginal  and  non- 
Aboriginal  people  is  necessarily  a matter  of  negotiation.  But  the 
current  climate  of  negotiation  is  too  often  rife  with  conflict  and 
confrontation,  accusation  and  anger. 

Negotiators  start  from  opposing  premises.  Aboriginal  negotiators 
fight  for  authority  and  resources  sufficient  to  rebuild  their  societies 
and  exercise  self-government,  as  a matter  of  right,  not  privilege.  Non- 
Aboriginal  negotiators  strive  to  protect  the  authority  and  resources  of 
Canadian  governments  and  look  on  transfers  to  Aboriginal 


communities  as  privileges  they  have  bestowed. 

Frequent  failure  to  come  to  a meeting  of  minds  has  led  to  bitterness 
and  mistrust  among  Aboriginal  people,  resentment  and  apathy  among 
non-Aboriginal  people.  In  our  report,  we  recommend  four  principles 
for  a renewed  relationship,  to  restore  a positive  climate  at  the 
negotiating  table,  and  a new  political  framework  for  negotiations.  We 
discuss  the  principles  at  the  end  of  this  chapter  and  the  new  framework 
in  Chapter  2. 

Risk  of  Violence 

Aboriginal  people  have  made  it  clear,  in  words  and  deeds,  that  they 
will  no  longer  sit  quietly  by,  waiting  for  their  grievances  to  be  heard 
and  their  rights  restored.  Despite  their  long  history  of  peacefulness, 
some  leaders  fear  that  violence  is  in  the  wind. 

What  Aboriginal  people  need  is  straightforward,  if  not  simple: 
control  over  their  lives  in  place  of  the  well-meaning  but  ruinous 
paternalism  of  past  Canadian  governments  lands,  resources  and  self- 
chosen  governments  with  which  to  reconstruct  social,  economic  and 
political  order  time,  space  and  respect  from  Canada  to  heal  their  spirits 
and  revitalize  their  cultures 

The  Ghosts  of  History 

Every  Canadian  will  gain  if  we  escape  the  impasse  that  breeds 
confrontation  between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  people  across 
barricades,  real  or  symbolic.  But  the  barricades  will  not  fall  until  we 
understand  how  they  were  built. 

Studying  the  past  tells  us  who  we  are  and  where  we  came  from.  It 
often  reveals  a cache  of  secrets  that  some  people  are  striving  to  keep 
hidden  and  others  are  striving  to  tell.  In  this  case,  it  helps  explain  how 
the  tensions  between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  people  came  to 
be,  and  why  they  are  so  hard  to  resolve. 

Canadians  know  little  about  the  peaceful  and  co-operative 
relationship  that  grew  up  between  First  Peoples  and  the  first  European 
visitors  in  the  early  years  of  contact.  They  know  even  less  about  how  it 
changed,  over  the  centuries,  into  something  less  honourable.  In  our 
report,  we  examine  that  history  in  some  detail,  for  its  ghosts  haunt  us 
still . 

The  ghosts  take  the  form  of  dishonoured  treaties,  theft  of  Aboriginal 
lands,  suppression  of  Aboriginal  cultures,  abduction  of  Aboriginal 
children,  impoverishment  and  disempowerment  of  Aboriginal  peoples. 

Yet  at  the  beginning,  no  one  could  have  predicted  these  results,  for  the 
theme  of  early  relations  was,  for  the  most  part,  co-operation. 

The  relationship  between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  people 
evolved  through  four  stages: 

There  was  a time  when  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  people  lived 
on  separate  continents  and  knew  nothing  of  one  another.  Following  the 
years  of  first  contact,  fragile  relations  of  peace,  friendship  and  rough 
equality  were  given  the  force  of  law  in  treaties.  Then  power  tilted 
toward  non-Aboriginal  people  and  governments.  They  moved 
Aboriginal  people  off  much  of  their  land  and  took  steps  to  civilize  and 
teach  them  European  ways.  Finally,  we  reached  the  present  stage  ,a 
time  of  recovery  for  Aboriginal  people  and  cultures,  a time  for  critical 
review  of  our  relationship,  and  a time  for  its  renegotiation  and  renewal. 

Many  of  today's  malfunctioning  laws  and  institutions,  the  Indian  Act 
and  the  break-up  of  nations  into  bands,  to  name  just  two,  are  remnants 
of  the  third  stage  of  our  history.  But  there  was  honour  in  history,  too; 
indeed,  the  foundations  of  a fair  and  equitable  relationship  were  laid  in 
our  early  interaction. 

Stage  1:  Separate  Worlds 

Before  1500,  Aboriginal  societies  in  the  Americas  and  non- 
Aboriginal  societies  in  Europe  developed  along  separate  paths,  in 
ignorance  of  one  another.  The  variety  in  their  languages,  cultures  and 
social  traditions  was  enormous.  Yet  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic, 
independent  peoples  with  evolving  systems  of  government,  though 


smaller  and  simpler  than  the  nations  and  governments  we  know  today 
flourished  and  grew. 

In  the  southeastern  region  of  North  America,  the  Cherokee  were 
organized  into  a confederacy  of  some  30  cities  , the  greatest  of  which 
was  nearly  as  large  as  imperial  London  when  English  explorers  first  set 
eyes  on  it.  Further  south,  in  Central  and  South  America,  Indigenous 
peoples  had  carved  grand  empires  out  of  the  mountains  and  jungles 
long  before  Cortez  arrived.  In  northern  North  America,  Aboriginal 
cultures  were  shaped  by  environment  and  the  evolution  of  technology: 

The  plentiful  resources  of  sea  and  forest  enabled  west  coast  peoples 
to  build  societies  of  wealth  and  sophistication.  On  the  prairies  and 
northern  tundra.  Aboriginal  peoples  lived  in  close  harmony  with  vast, 
migrating  herds  of  buffalo  and  caribou.  In  the  forests  of  central 
Canada,  Aboriginal  peoples  harvested  wild  rice  from  the  marshes  and 
grew  corn,  squash  and  beans  beside  the  river  banks,  supplementing 
their  crops  by  fishing,  hunting  and  gathering.  On  the  east  coast  and  in 
the  far  north,  the  bounty  of  the  sea  and  land  and  their  own 
ingenuity  enabled  Aboriginal  peoples  to  survive  in  harsh  conditions. 

The  Americas  were  not,  as  the  Europeans  told  themselves  when  they 
arrived,  terra  nulluis  empty  land. 

Stage  2:  Nation-to-Nation  Relations 

Encounters  between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  people  began  to 
increase  in  number  and  complexity  in  the  1500s.  Early  contact 
unfolded  roughly  as  follows: 

Mutual  curiosity  and  apprehension.  An  exchange  of  goods,  tentative 
at  first,  then  expanding  steadily.  Barter  and  trade  deals,  friendships  and 
intermarriage,  creating  bonds  between  individuals  and  families. 

Military  and  trade  alliances,  creating  bonds  between  and  among 
nations . 

Non-Aboriginal  accounts  of  early  contact  tend  to  emphasize  the 
discovery  and  development  of  North  America  by  explorers  from 
Europe.  But  this  is  a one-sided  view.  For  at  least  200  years,  the 
newcomers  would  not  have  been  able  to  survive  the  rigours  of  the 
climate,  succeed  in  their  businesses  (fishing,  whaling,  fur  trading),  or 
dodge  each  other's  bullets  without  Aboriginal  help. 

Cautious  co-operation,  not  conflict,  was  the  theme  of  this  period, 
which  lasted  into  the  eighteenth  or  nineteenth  century,  depending  on 
the  region.  For  the  most  part.  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  people 
saw  each  other  as  separate,  distinct  and  independent.  Each  was  in 
charge  of  its  own  affairs.  Each  could  negotiate  its  own  military 
alliances,  its  own  trade  agreements,  its  own  best  deals  with  the  others. 
Co-operation  was  formalized  in  two  important  ways: 

In  treaties,  which  were  set  down  in  writing  by  British,  French  and 
other  European  negotiators  and  solemnized  by  Aboriginal  nations  in 
oral  and  visual  records,  including  wampum  belts.  In  the  extraordinary 
document  known  as  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763.  Treaty  Making 
Treaty  making  among  Aboriginal  peoples  dates  back  to  a time  long 
before  Europeans  arrived.  Aboriginal  nations  treated  among 
themselves  to  establish  peace,  regulate  trade,  share  use  of  lands  and 
resources,  and  arrange  mutual  defense.  Through  pipe  smoking  and 
other  ceremonies,  they  gave  these  agreements  the  stature  of  sacred 
oaths . 

European  traditions  of  treaty  making  date  to  Roman  times,  but  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  they  took  on  new  importance.  They  became  the 
means  for  the  newborn  states  of  Europe  to  control  their  bickering  and 
warfare,  indeed,  to  end  it  for  long  periods.  Treaties  were  a way  of 
recognizing  each  others'  independence  and  sovereignty  and  a mark  of 
mutual  respect . . 

In  the  colonies  that  became  Canada,  the  need  for  treaties  was  soon 
apparent.  The  land  was  vast,  and  the  colonists  were  few  in  number.  They 
feared  the  might  of  the  Aboriginal  nations  surrounding  them.  Colonial 
powers  were  fighting  wars  for  trade  and  dominance  all  over  the 
continent.  They  needed  alliances  with  Indian  nations.. 

The  British  colonial  governments'  approach  to  the  treaties  was 


schizophrenic.  By  signing,  British  authorities  appeared  to  recognize 
the  nationhood  of  Aboriginal  peoples  and  their  equality  as  nations.  But 
they  also  expected  First  Nations  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the 
monarch  and,  increasingly,  to  cede  large  tracts  of  land  to  British 
control,  for  settlement  and  to  protect  it  from  seizure  by  other 
European  powers  or  by  the  United  States.. 

The  Aboriginal  view  of  the  treaties  was  very  different.  They  believed 
what  the  king's  men  told  them,  that  the  marks  scratched  on  parchment 
captured  the  essence  of  their  talks.  They  were  angered  and  dismayed  to 
discover  later  that  what  had  been  pledged  in  words,  leader  to  leader, 
was  not  recorded  accurately.  They  accepted  the  monarch,  but  only  as  a 
kind  of  kin  figure,  a distant  protector  who  could  be  called  on  to 
safeguard  their  interests  and  enforce  treaty  agreements.  They  had  no 
notion  of  giving  up  their  land,  a concept  foreign  to  Aboriginal 
cultures . . 

The  Two  Row  Wampum,  a belt  commemorating  a 1613  treaty 
between  the  Mohawk  and  the  Dutch,  captures  the  understanding  of 
Aboriginal  peoples,  treaties  were  statements  of  peace,  friendship, 
sharing  or  alliance,  not  submission  or  surrender: . 

A bed  of  white  wampum  symbolizes  the  purity  of  the  agreement. 

There  are  two  rows  of  purple,  and  those  two  rows  represent  the  spirit 
of  our  ancestors.  Three  beads  of  wampum  separating  the  two  purple 
rows  symbolize  peace,  friendship  and  respect.  The  two  rows  of  purple 
are  two  vessels  traveling  down  the  same  river  together.  One,  a birch 
bark  canoe,  is  for  the  Indian  people,  their  laws,  their  customs  and  their 
ways.  The  other,  a ship,  is  for  the  white  people  and  their  laws,  their 
customs  and  their  ways.  We  shall  each  travel  the  river  together,  side  by 
side,  but  in  our  own  boat.  Neither  of  us  will  try  to  steer  the  other's 
vessel . 

. . continued 


Internet:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

This  message  was  processed  by  NetXpress  from  Merlin  Systems  Inc. 


This  multi-part  series  will  be  presented  over  the  next  several  issues. 
My  thanks  to  Don  and  Paul  for  bringing  this  to  my  attention,  gary 

"RE:  Kramer  Guilty"  

Date:  Mon,  13  Ian  1997  14:32:08  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "Wm.  Whatley"  <quasho@nmia . com> 

Sub j : 3emez/18  USC  1170:  Guilty! 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

FYI : 

This  morning,  January  13,  1997,  a motion  hearing  was  held  in  the 
US  Federal  Court  Flouse  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  in  the  case  of  US  (for 
Pueblo  of  Jemez)  v.  Kramer.  This  case  involves  indictment  of  the  accused 
for  trafficking  in  sacred  ritual  objects  of  cultural  patrimony  that 
belong  to  the  Pueblo  of  Jemez.  The  trial  was  to  begin  today  at  1:30. 

We  are  proud  to  announce  that  during  the  motion  hearing,  the  accused 
entered  a plea  of  guilty  to  Count  No.  2 of  the  18  USC  1170  trafficking 
charge  (a  misdemeanor  that  will  result  in  a 1st  NAGPRA  conviction  on  his 
record).  This  means  that  the  sacred  objects  can  soon  be  returned  to  the 
Pueblo  of  Jemez  once  the  sentencing/judgement/commitment  (and  subsequent 
10  day  appeals  period)  have  passed,  at  which  point,  we  will  consider  the 
case  a successful  prosecution!  Thank  you  US  Attorneys  Office. . .thank  you 
NAGPRA!  Illicit  art  dealers ...  beware ! 

Wm.  Whatley 
Preservation  Officer 
Pueblo  of  Jemez 
quasho@nmia . com 


http://www.nmia.com/~quasho 


"RE ; Access  to  Information  Act  Requester"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Ian  1997  19:19:59  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@netserver .web. net> 

Sub j : Access  to  Information  Act  Requester  (freeware) 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

The  Innu  Nation  is  pleased  to  announce  the  completion  of  its  "AIA 
Requester"  programme,  which  we  are  distributing  as  freeware.  Initially 
developed  for  in-house  Innu  Nation  use,  this  program  should  greatly 
facilitate  Access  to  Information  Act  (AIA)  requests  by  researchers, 
activists,  investigative  journalists  and  concerned  citizens. 

This  easy-to-use  Windows  programme  assists  in  writing  and  printing  of 
Access  to  Information  Act  requests.  It  also  stores  all  of  your  requests  in 
a *.dbf  format  file  and  allows  you  to  record  information  regarding 
department  responses  to  your  requests  (e.g.  department  file  number,  the 
date  your  request  was  responded  to,  etc.)  It  runs  under  Windows  3.1  and 
Windows  95. 

You  can  obtain  "AIA  Requester"  via  the  "Whatsnew"  and  "Miscellaneous 
documents..."  sections  of  the  Innu  Nation/Mamit  Innuat  homepage  at  the 
following  URL:  <http://www.web.net/~innu/misc2.html> 

Feel  free  to  repost  this  message  to  other  lists  or  interested  individuals. 
Good  hunting, 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.O.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 
\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/= 


— "RE:  Federal  Archive  Holdings"  

Date:  Sat,  11  Ian  1997  17:48:02  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "John  W.  Sloniker"  < johnwms@cyberspace . com> 

Sub j : Federal  Archive  Holdings 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-ROOTS  <indian- roots@rmgate . pop . indiana . edu> 

This  is  a re-post  that  can  also  be  found  on  the  BBBenge  web  page  on  AOL 
It  will  print  to  almost  4 pages,  and  includes  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  as 
well  as  others. 

Fri.  11  Oct,  1996 

Cherokee  and  Other  Tribal  Information 

The  Seattle  branch  of  the  Federal  Archives  has  several  holdings 
for  researching  Native  Americans.  For  many  years  the  holdings  were 
for  the  NW  tribes,  but  now  have  been  expanded  to  include  many  other 
Tribal  Nations,  though  not  all  inclusive  here. 

Here  is  a partial  listing  of  all  the  microfilm  they  hold  for  NA 
research.  The  first  three  groups  listed  are  complete,  while  those 
other  groups  may  have  only  one  or  two  items.  The  items  that  have  a 
number  starting  7RA. . . are  copies  of  what  can  be  found  in  the  Fort 
Worth,  Texas  NA  archives.  To  check  out  the  holdings  for  the  archive 
branches  try  this  URL  http://www.nara.gov/nara/menus/genealog.html 

GENERAL  items  Description 

M668  Ratified  Indian  Treaties,  1722-1869 

A50  1870  Roll  of  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  Indians  of  Michigan 

134  Yakima  & Tulalip  Agencies  Census,  1880 


P2193  Skokomish  & Nisqually  (Puyallup  Agency)  Census,  1880 
M595  Indian  Census  Rolls,  1885-1940 

A9/10  Special  Case  No.  188  - The  Ghost  Dance  1890-1898 
7RA252  Tonkawa,  Otoe,  Missouri,  Siletz  Allotment  Records,  ca  1893 
7RA145  U.S.  Court  in  Indian  Territory,  Index  to  Civil  Cases, 
1901-1910 

A48  1908  Census  Roll  of  the  Ottawas  & Chippewas  of  Michigan 

A49  1909  Census  Roll  of  the  Ottawas  & Chippewas  of  Michigan 

M1343  Enrollment  Applications  of  Western  Washington  Indians, 
1911-1919 

P2286  Alaskan  Village  Census  Rolls,  1912-1972 
7RA261  E.  Shawnee,  W.  Miami,  Modoc,  Ottawa,  Seneca,  Wyandotte, 
Quapaw,  Peoria,  Allotment  Books 

FIVE  CIVILIZED  TRIBES  (Cherokee,  Chickasaw,  Choctaw, 

Creek  and  Seminole) 

7RA74  Delawares  Who  Elected  to  Remove  to  Indian  Country,  Register 
of  Shawnees  1871;  North  Carolina  Cherokees  Who  Removed  to 
Cherokee  Nation,  1881 

7RA70  Index,  1896  Citizenship  Application,  Dawes  Commission 
113  Index  to  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  1896-1907 
M1186  Enrollment  Cards  for  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  1898-1914 
M1301  Applications  for  Enrollment  of  the  Commission  to  the 
Five  Civilized  Tribes,  1898-1914 
7RA181  Records  Relating  to  Choctaw-Chickasaw  Townsites-Letters 
Sent  by  Chickasaw  Commission,  1902-1904 
7RA53  Intruder  Dockets  and  Indexes-Dawes,  ca  1906-1915 
T529  Final  Rolls  of  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  1907  (Dawes  Rolls) 
7RA92  Report  on  Enrollment/Dawes  Commission,  1909 
7RA32  Index  to  Orders  for  Removal  of  Restrictions, 

Five  Civilized  Tribes. 

7RA98  U.S.  Court  Appeals  of  Rulings/Dawes  Commission 
CHEROKEE  items  Description 

M208  Records  of  the  Cherokee  Indian  Agency  in  Tennessee,  1801-35 
A21  Register  of  Cherokees  Who  Wished  to  Remain  in  the  East, 
1817-1819  (Treaty  of  1817) 

A22  Plots  and  Surveys  of  Cherokee  Reservations,  1817-1820 

A23  Cherokee  Emigrants,  1817-1838  and  Muster  Rolls 

A18  Records  of  the  First  Board  of  Cherokee  Commissioners; 

Property  Valuation,  1835-1839  (Tennessee  & Georgia) 

T496  Cherokee  Indians  Index  & Census,  1835  ("Henderson  Roll") 

A17  Decisions  on  Cherokee  Spoliation  Claims,  1838 
A19  Records  of  the  4th  Board  of  Cherokee  Commissioner 
Minutes,  1846-1847 

7RA6  Eastern  Cherokee  Rolls,  1848-52  ("Mullay  & Siler  Rolls") 
7RA29  1867  Census  Roll  of  Eastern  Cherokees 

7RA4  Cherokee  Census,  1867  ("Thompkins  Rolls") 

7RA51  Alphabetical  Index  to  Cherokee  Freedmen,  1867-1897 
7RA73  Cherokee  Delaware  Census,  1867  and  an  1893  Copy  of  a List 
of  Delawares  incorporated  into  the  Cherokee  Nation  in  1867 
7RA7  Cherokee  Census,  1880 

7RA33  Cherokee  PpPayroll,  1880  ("Lipe  Roll") 

7RA25  Cherokee  Citizenship  Docket  Books,  1880-1889 
7RA90/91  Register  of  Cherokee  Students,  1881-1882 
7RA29  Cherokee  Census,  1883 

7RA56  Cherokee  Census,  1883  (1887  copy  missing  Sequoyah  District) 
7RA57  Cherokee  Payment  Roll,  1883 

7RA58  Cherokee  Census,  1886 

7RA72  Persons  Rejected/Cherokee  Citizenship,  1887-1889 
7RA59  Cherokee  Payment  Roll,  1890 
7RA60  1897  Copy  of  Cherokee  Payment  Roll  of  1890 

7RA8  Cherokee  Census,  1890  (no  index) 


7RA54  Cherokee  Census,  1893  (includes  Delawares,  Shawnees, 
and  Freedmen 

7RA55  Cherokee  Census  of  Intruders,  1893 

7RA38  Payroll  by  Right  of  Cherokee  Blood,  Going  Snake  District, 
1894  ("Starr  Roll") 

T985  Old  Settler  Cherokee  Census/Payment  Index,  1895-96 
7RA34  Cherokee  Old  Settlers  Payment  Roll,  1896 

7RA19  Cherokee  Census,  1896 

A32  Cherokee  Freedmen  Payment  Roll,  1896 
7RA71  Index  to  Cherokee  Roll  ofl896,  not  including  Freedmen 
7RA80  Payroll  of  Destitute  Cherokees,  1902,  and  Payroll  of 
Intermarried  Whites,  1910 

M1104  Eastern  Cherokee  Applications  (US  Court  of  Claims)  1906-09 
7RA24  Index  to  Cherokee  Rejected  Cards,  ca  1907 

7RA28  Index  to  Final  Rolls  of  Citizens  and  Freedmen  of  the 

Cherokee  Tribes  of  Indian  Territory,  ca  1907 
M685  Eastern  Cherokee  Enrollment  Records,  1908-10  ("Guion-Miller 
Roll")  [includes  Drennen  Roll  of  Emmigrant  Cherokee  and 
Index,  and  an  Index  to  the  Siler  Roll,  m/f  roll  12] 

7RA82  Cherokee  Index  and  Equalization  Roll,  1910 
A20  Copybook  of  Special  Agent  Charles  L.  Davis,  North  Carolina 
Cherokee  Indian  Records,  1910-1911 
7RA81  Cherokee  Index  and  Payroll,  1912 

A42  Muster  Roll  of  Cherokee  Indians  to  Emmigrate  west  of  the 
Mississippi . 

A35  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians  of  North  Carolina, 

("Baker  Roll") 

This  completes  the  listing  for  Cherokee  as  of  Feb,  1996.  Phillip 
Lothyan,  the  Director  for  past  20  yr,  reports  that  more  is  expected 
in  the  near  future.  He  also  reports  major  System  changes  for  1997. 

Phillip  Lothyan,  Director 

Federal  Archives,  Seattle  Br.  (ph.  206  526-6507) 

6125  Sand  Point  Way  NE 
Seattle,  WA  98115 

Seattle  Public  Library  item: 

3ohn:  Yes,  the  Seattle  Public  library  owns  the  first  8 volumes  of 
CHEROKEE  BY  BLOOD.  The  call  no  is  R929 . 373/3764C  Darlene  Hamilton 

Remember,  this  is  what  is  at  the  Pacific  NW  Regional  Archives, 
and  some  of  these,  as  well  as  other  records,  can  be  found  at  other 
branches,  or  through  the  LDS  FHC  branches.  Check  for  them  there. 

Other  Seattle  Archive  branch  holdings  include: 

CHICKASAW 

A36  1847  Chickasaw  Census  Roll  and  1837-39  Muster  Rolls 

7RA21  Records  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes,  Chickasaw  Rolls 
ca  1898-1910 

CHOCTAW 

A39  1831  Choctaw/Armstrong  Roll 

A40  Index  to  Choctaw  Emigrants,  1838-55;  Register  of  Choctaw 
Indians,  Eastern  Choctaw  Census  1856 
7RA2  Index  to  Census  Roll  of  the  Choctaw  Nation,  1896 
7RA116  Records  Relating  to  the  Identification  of  the  Mississippi 
Choctaws,  1899-1904 

7RA147  Index  of  Choctaw  "R"  Cards,  ca  1907 
7RA90/91  Choctaw  Payment  Roll  and  Index,  1911 
7RA93  1916  Choctaw  $300  Payment  Roll  and  Index. 

A37/38  Alphabetical  List  of  Choctaw  Reserves,  n.d. 


CREEK 

T275  Creek  Indians  Census,  1832 

7RA5  Dunn  Rolls  of  1867  and  1869,  Citizens  and  Freedmen  of  the 
Creek  Nation 

7RA46  1890  Creek  Payroll 

7RA69  1896  Creek  Roll  (Colbert  Roll) 

A43/44  Loyal  Creek  Payroll,  1903 

A41  Creek  Orphans  and  List  of  Payments  to  be  Made. 

SEMINOLE 

7RA20  Records  of  the  Commissioner  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes, 
Seminole  Rolls  and  Allotment  Schedules,  ca  1907 

INDIAN  SCHOOLS 

P2008  Chemawa  Register  of  Pupils  Admitted,  1880-1927 
P2263  Chemawa  Student  Index/Class  Rolls,  1885-1921 
7RA87  Records  of  Chilocco  Indian  School,  1904-26 

COEUR  D'ALENE  1 item 

COLVILLE  1 item 

DELAWARE 

A45  Registry  of  Delaware  Indians,  Patent  Lists,  Appraisement 
and  Schedule  of  Payments,  1867-1874 
7RA26  Delaware  Indians  Payroll,  1896  and  1904 

FLATHEAD 

M1350  Enrollment  Records  of  Flathead  Indians,  1903-1908 
LEMHI  (Shoshone/Bannock) 

146  Register  of  Indian  Families,  Lemhi  Agency,  Duly  1,  1901j 
Register  of  Indian  Families,  1903  or  1904, 

Records  of  Births  and  Deaths,  1910-1923 

MENOMINEE 

A46  Menominee  Annuity  and  Enrollment  Payment  Rolls,  1849-1873 
MIAMI  (Ohio) 

7RA78  Miami  Agency  Census  Rolls,  1871-1959 

7RA150  Miami  Indian  Agency,  Selected  Lists,  1880-1936 

QUAPAW 

7RA36  Quapaw  Competency  Commission  Reports,  1910-11 

QUINAULT  1 item 

SIOUX 

P2015  Sioux  (Ft.  Peck  Agency)  Census,  1881 
UTE 

A7/8  Selected  Documents  from  Special  Case  Number  112 
- Ute  Commission,  ca  1880-99 
WARM  SPRINGS 

P2007  Warm  Springs  Agency  Census,  1880-1882 

The  above  information  comes  from  a hand-out  ($.50  Donation),  kept 
at  the  Information  Desk  manned  by  Volunteers,  many  from  the  local 
SEATTLE  GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETY  PO  Box  75388  Seattle,  WA  98125-0388 
If  you  are  closer  to  Chicago  than  Fort  Worth  or  Seattle,  check 
with  them,  to  see  what  they  might  have.  Let  them  know  that  you  are 
interested  in  doing  your  research  closer  to  home. 

There  is  always  web  browsing  to  find  out  what  the  archives  have 
by  using  the  URL  http://www.nara.gov/nara/menus/genealog.html 
Happy  to  help  anytime,  Dohn 


# John  Wm  Sloniker  < johnwms@cyberspace. net>  Seattle,  WA  # 

"RE : American  Indian  Life  Skills"  

Date:  09  Dan  1997  23:48:51  GMT 
From:  wasicuwin@aol.com 

Sub j : American  Indian  Life  Skills  Development  Curriculum 
Mailing  List:  NAT-EDU  (nat-edu@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hi  all- 

I just  received  my  copy  of  "American  Indian  Life  Skills  Development 
Curriculum"  and  after  perusing  it  for  about  two  hours,  I was  impressed 
enough  to  feel  it  was  worth  sharing.  This  500+  page  document  (softcover; 
punched  for  a three  hole  binder)  is  a series  of  37  lesson  plans  developed 
by  Teresa  LaFramboise  in  collaboration  with  the  Zuni  Pueblo  and  Oklahoma 
Cherokee  communities  and  students. 

Geared  to  teenagers  and  young  adults,  the  lesson  plans  focus  on  self 
esteem,  substance  abuse  prevention,  sexual  relationships,  depression, 
suicide,  emotional  problems,  stress,  and  positive  approaches  to  the 
future.  Some  of  the  lesson  plans  take  tribal  cultural  differences  into 
consideration  such  as  those  dealing  with  death  and  grieving.  Some  of  the 
lesson  plans  include  skits  or  encourage  students  to  create  their  own  for 
role  playing  situations  enabling  them  to  develop  problem-solving 
techniques 

Originally  released  in  1992,  a second  edition  was  published  in  1996  by 
University  of  Wisconsin  Press.;  114  North  Murray  Street;  Madison  WI  53715 
Some  of  these  lesson  plans  can  be  easily  modified  for  non-Indian 
populations  because  many  of  the  problems  are  common  to  contemporary 
teens  throughout  the  United  States. 

Sken:nen  kenhak,  Sandy 

- — "RE:  Review:  POWWOW:  Images  Along  the  Red  Road"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Dan  1997  12:33:41  -0800 
From:  Dohn  Berry  <berryj@OKWAY.OKSTATE . EDU> 

Sub j : POWWOW  - book  review 

UUCP  email 


BOOK  REVIEW 

"POWWOW:  Images  Along  the  Red  Road",  Photographs  by  Ben  Mama 

Ben  Mama's  new  book  of  stunningly  beautiful  portrait  photographs, 
speaks  of  tradition,  heritage,  strength  and  survival  of  the  First 
Nations  peoples  of  this  continent,  in  their  own  words. 

Ben  photographed  individual  tribal  members  in  their  dance  regalia 
during  Powwows.  The  associated  interview  text,  from  each  person 
pictured,  was  collected  by  his  wife  Linda  Mama.  Between  the  two,  true 
glimpses  of  the  power,  reality  and  importance  of  the  Powwow  trail  are 
revealed . 

For  this  reviewer,  the  words  of  one  young  woman  dancer  pretty  much 
say  it  all: 

"It's  a way  of  life  to  sing,  dance  and  drum. 

To  the  heart  beat,  the  heart  beat  of  the  people. 

The  heart  beat  of  mother  earth. 

There  is  no  life  without  a heart  beat. 

Dance  for  life. " 

Hollyanna  Decouteau  - Yakama/Nez  Perce 

For  those  who  would  see,  learn  and  celebrate  life;  nothing  more  need 
be  said,  than  get  this  book! 

For  any  level  of  library,  or  any  individual  interested  in  the  first 
peoples  of  North  America. 


"POWWOW:  Images  Along  the  Red  Road" 
by  Ben  Mama 

ISBN:  0-8109- 26080- 6 (pbk) 

$16.95 

3ohn  Berry,  Assist.  Prof. 

Oklahoma  State  U.,  Library 
Native  American  Faculty  & Staff 

"RE : Children's  Defense  Fund"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Ian  1997  14:32:41  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (lohn  Berry) 

Sub j : (FWD)Children ' s Defense  Fund  National  Conf. 

UUCP  email 

From:  npoersch@childrensdefense.org 
Please  loin  Us . . . 

Children's  Defense  Fund 
1997  Annual  National  Conference 
Washington,  D.C. 

March  12  - 15,  1997 

This  year's  theme  will  be.  Standing  Strong  & Together  for  Children:  Leave 
No  Child  Behind.  The  conference  dates  are  March  12  - 15,  1997,  at  the 
Washington  Hilton,  Washington,  D.C.  This  conference  and  the  workshops  that 
we  will  offer  are  designed  to  strengthen  our  media,  communications, 
leadership,  and  organizational  skills,  and  empower  us  to  shape  rather  than 
just  react  to  critical  policies  that  impact  children. 

This  year's  conference  will  include  a workshop  on  meeting  the  needs  of 
Native  American  children  and  families,  panelists  include  Sam  Deloria, 
American  Indian  Law  Center,  and  Sharon  Trish,  Rural  CAP  AME  Program. 

The  goal  of  the  Children's  Defense  Fund  is  to  educate  the  nation  about 
the  needs  of  children  and  to  encourage  preventative  investment  in  children 
before  they  get  sick,  drop  out  of  school,  suffer  family  breakdown,  or  get 
into  trouble.  We  focus  on  programs  and  policies  that  affect  large  numbers 
of  children,  rather  than  helping  families  on  a case  by  case  basis.  CDF 
gathers  data  and  disseminates  information  on  key  issues  affecting  children. 

We  monitor  the  development  and  implementation  of  federal  and  state 
policies.  We  provide  information,  technical  assistance,  a support  to  a 
network  of  state  and  local  child  advocates,  service  providers,  and  public 
and  private  sector  officials  and  leaders.  We  pursue  an  annual  legislative 
agenda  in  the  U.S.  Congress  and  in  states  where  we  have  offices.  CDF 
educates  hundred  of  thousands  of  citizens  annually  about  children's  needs 
and  responsible  options  for  meeting  those  needs. 

For  information  about  our  1997  conference,  please  fax  your  request  to  Hoy 
Westheimer,  (202)  662-3540,  or  e-mail  to  3Westheimer@ChildrensDefense.org. 

For  more  information  about  the  Children's  Defense  Fund,  call  Nicole 
Oxendine  Poersch  at 
(202)  662-3670. 

"RE:  Wyandot  in  Ohio"  

Date:  Tue,  07  3an  1997  17:06:34  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : History  of  Wyandot  in  Ohio  HURON  NEWSLETTER  3ANUARY  7,  1997 
UUCP  email 
Khwe  All, 

Grateful  acknowledgement  is  made  to  Raymond  Rheinbolt  for  the  following 
contribution.  I look  forward  to  seeing  the  completed  work. 

Ishgooda 


FORWARDED  MESSAGE 

Subject:  History  of  Wyandot  in  Ohio 
To  whom  it  may  concern: 

I will  be  putting  Wyandot  History  of  the  Net  for  all  my  sisters  and 
brothers  to  learn  what  went  on  it  Ohio  in  the  Spring  of  1796  to  the  time 
when  the  government  moved  my  people  to  Kansas. 

I have  been  working  on  the  History  of  our  people  for  over  6 years  and  have 
come  up  with  a lot  of  information.  One  of  my  greatest  finds  was  a letter 
from  Rev.  lames  B.  Finley  (The  Old  Chief,  or  Ra-Wah-Wah)  to  General  Cass, 
head  of  the  War  Department  on  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from  Ohio  and 
other  state  in  the  northwest  area. 

Raymond  Rheinbolt 

crheinbolt . Impost box. acs .oh io- state . edu> 

The  Letter  is  dated  December  15,  1825  From  Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio,  In  On 
Indian  land: 

"Honored  Sir,  I take  this  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  on  the  claims  of 
the  Indians  under  my  care,  at  this  place;  and  am  happy  to  state  that  the 
work  of  civilizing  this  nation  (Wyandots)  is  progressing  as  fast  as  can  be 
reasonably  expected.  The  Indians,  in  general,  and  the  chiefs  particularly, 
are  using  every  exertion  to  improve  their  lands,  and  to  follow  the 
instructions  of  the  general  government,  especially  the  advice  given  by 
yourself,  to  divide  the  lands,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  made  in  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Meigs.  This  plan  of  division,  I think,  is  fully  agreed  on  the 
the  whole  nation;  and  last  summer  they  employed  a surveyor  to  lay  off  a 
certain  portion  into  sections  and  half  sections.  And  it  is  the  request  of 
the  chiefs,  that  you  would  use  your  influence  to  obtain  some  aid  to  finish 
this  work.  It  is  agreed  by  all,  that  individual  possession  will  facilitate 
the  great  work  in  which  we  are  engaged.  In  making  these  people  an 
agricultural  people,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  the  necessary  aid,  both  in 
money  and  advice  will  be  furnished.  And,  I think  it  will  not  be  doubted  or 
disputed  that  this  handful  of  Indians  have  great  and  lasting  claims  on  this 
Government . 

(1)  As  a conquered,  subdued  enemy,  who  were  once  a strong  and  powerful 
nation,  to  whom  the  pleasant  homes  we  now  enjoy  once  belonged,  they  have 
strong  claims  on  our  generosity.  They  contended  for  their  country-  as  we 
would  have  done  has  we  been  in  their  places-  as  long  as  they  could.  But  the 
overwhelming  population  of  whites  has  well-nigh  swallowed  them  up.  They  have 
given  up  their  whole  country,  except  a small  reserve,  on  which  the  bones  of 
their  fathers  sleep.  This  they  would  never  have  done  willingly,  but  because 
they  could  not  help  themselves:  and  it  would  seem  as  though  we  were  making  a 
contract  with  them,  but  they  must  submit  to  our  proposition  in  view  of  their 
helplessness,  forlorn,  and  dependent  state.  In  view  of  what  they  have  been, 

they 

posses  some  strong  claims. 

(2)  Since  Wayne's  treaty  at  Greenville,  Ohio,  the  Wyandots  have  been 
faithful  to  our  Government;  and,  in  the  last  war  (1812),  did  their  past  in 
resisting,  as  agents,  the  combined  power  of  Indian  and  British  warfare. 

Many  of  their  men  fell  in  battle,  or  died  with  sickness,  and  left  their 
families  and  friends  destitute. 

(3)  They  have  claims  from  this  consideration.  Blessed  are  the  merciful,  for 
they  shall  obtain  mercy.  The  Wyandots,  although  not  behind  the  first  in 
battle,  were  more  merciful  than  their  neighbors.  They  saved  more  prisoners, 
and  purchased  many  from  other  Indians,  and  adopted  them  into  their  families, 
till  they  are  much  mixed  with  white  blood;  and  some  of  the  best  families  in 
our  country  are  allied  to  them;  namely,  the  Browns,  and  old  Virginia  family; 
the  Zanes,  another  well-known  family;  Walker,  of  Tennessee;  Williams, 
Armstrong,  M'Cullough,  and  Magee,  of  Pittsburg.  This  handful  of  Indians  are 
mostly  the  descendants  of  our  own  people.  Their  fathers  were  citizens,  and 
why  not  their  children.  Shall  we  not  show  mercy  to  our  own? 

(4)  Their  present  prospect  for  civilization  is  very  promising;  and  little 
doubt  can  be  entertained  but,  in  a short  time,  these  people  will  be  well 
prepared  to  be  admitted  as  citizens  of  the  state  of  Ohio;  and  to  remove  them 
just  at  this  time,  contrary  to  their  wishes,  would  be,  in  my  judgement,  a 
most  cruel  act.  It  would  be  undoing  what  has  been  done,  and  throwing  them 


again  into  a savage  state. 

(5)  The  promises  made  by  the  commissioners,  in  the  name  and  faith  of  the 
President  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  that  if  they  would  cede  all 
their  fertile  lands  but  this  spot,  the  Government  would  never  ask  them  for  a 
foot  more,  or  to  sell  it  and  move:  but  that  the  Government  would  build  a 
strong  fence  around  their  land,  which  should  never  be  broken;  and  this 

— "RE:  Innu  lob  Opportunity"  

Date:  Mon,  13  lan  1997  14:50:36  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@netserver .web. net> 

Sub j : lob  Opportunity:  Executive  Director  - Innu  Development  Corporation 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

lob  Opportunity: 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

INNU  DEVELOPMENT  CORPORATION 

The  Innu  Nation  has  an  immediate  need  for  an  Executive  Director  for  the 
newly  formed  Innu  Development  Corporation.  The  successful  candidate  will 
work  directly  with  the  Innu  leadership  and  the  board  of  the  Innu 
Development  Corporation  to  develop  and  implement  a regional  Innu  economic 
development  strategy  in  Labrador. 

An  awareness  of  Innu  issues  and  aspirations,  and  a demonstrated  track 
record  in  the  area  of  sustainable  community  economic  development  are 
necessary  prerequisites.  Candidates  must  also  possess  excellent 
communication  and  organizational  abilities.  Critical  thinking  and 
problem-solving  abilities  and  sound  business  sense  are  also  required.  You 
must  be  self-motivated  and  good  at  working  both  independently  and  as  a 
member  of  a team.  The  successful  candidate  will  be  respectful  and 
supportive  of  Innu  decision-making  processes,  and  have  the  ability  to  offer 
advice  without  pushing  your  views  or  recommendations  too  strongly.  Previous 
work  experience  in  northern  Aboriginal  communities  or  in  cross-cultural 
contexts  will  be  favourably  considered. 

The  successful  candidate  will  be  willing  to  make  a long-term  commitment 
to  the  Innu  Development  Corporation,  and  be  able  to  relocate  to  Labrador  in 
early  1997.  The  salary  will  range  according  to  experience.  The  Innu 
Development  Corporation  offers  excellent  vacation  benefits  and  a 
progressive  workplace  environment.  Applications  from  Aboriginal  persons  are 
encouraged . 

Interested  individuals  should  forward  their  resumes,  references,  and  a 
cover  letter  explaining  their  interest  in  the  position  to  Mr.  Peter 
Penashue,  President,  Innu  Nation  Main  Office,  PO  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu, 
Labrador,  A0P  1M0.  Faxes  may  be  directed  to  (709)  497-8396. 

More  information  about  the  position  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  Mr. 

Peter  Penashue  at  (709)  497-8398  or  via  email  at  utshimau@web.net. 

Candidates  are  also  encouraged  to  visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site  at 
http : //www . web . net/~innu . 

To  be  considered,  applications  must  be  received  no  later  than  29  lan  1997. 

"RE : Environmental  Leadership  Program"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Dan  1997  05:48:50  -0700 

From:  Michael  Price  <pricem@spot . Colorado . EDU> 

Sub j : Environmental  Leadership  Program/Tufts  University 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

ENVIRONMENTAL  LEADERSHIP  PROGRAM 

A unique  educational  opportunity  for  students  of  color  available  at  Tufts 
University. 

What  is  the  Environmental  Leadership  Program?:  This  program  is  a new 
model  for  providing  people  of  color  with  skills,  knowledge  and  opportunities 
for  lifelong  careers  in  the  environmental  field.  Students  successfully 


completing  this  program  will  receive  a master  of  science  degree  from  Tufts' 
Graduate  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences;  this  degree  is  designed  to  prepare 
participants  for  demanding  careers  in  the  public  and  private  sector.  The 
program,  co-hosted  by  Tufts'  departments  of  Civil  and  Environmental 
Engineering  and  Urban  and  Environmental  Policy,  is  multidisciplinary  in 
focus.  Students  may  take  electives  from  other  departments  as  well,  including 
courses  in  international  environmental  issues  at  the  Fletcher  School  of  Law 
and  Diplomacy.  Academic  course  work  is  also  combined  with  internship  and 
other,  practical  experience. 

Who  is  eligible  to  apply?:  Applications  from  people  of  color  who  are 
committed  to  environmental  careers  and  have  undergraduate  degrees  in 
science,  engineering  or  environmental  studies  are  most  encouraged.  Work 
experience,  whether  during  the  summers  or  after  graduation,  is  an  asset.  Of 
particular  interest  are  applicants  who  have  professional  experience  in  the 
environmental  field,  and  who  feel  that  a masters  degree  program  will  be  a 
catalyst  to  their  further  career  development.  The  most  generous  stipends 
will  be  awarded  to  people  in  mid-careers  who  have  demonstrated  a commitment 
to  an  environmental  profession.  All  applicants  must  be  US  citizens. 

What  are  the  costs  of  the  Program?:  All  students  in  the  program  receive  a 
full  tuition  scholarship.  In  addition,  selected  students  may  receive  a 
stipend  of  up  to  $18,000  per  year  for  the  two  year  program.  All  students 
will  be  responsible  for  costs  of  books,  room  and  board,  and  certain 
university  fees  (such  as  health  fee,  summer  school  registration,  etc.  which 
usually  are  less  than  $1500  for  the  duration  of  the  program) . 

Where  is  Tufts  University?:  Tufts  University  is  a world-renowned  university 
located  in  Medford,  Massachusetts,  just  outside  of  Boston. 

What  role  does  The  Environmental  Careers  Organization  play?:  The 
Environmental  Careers  Organization  (ECO)  supports  this  program  by  developing 
internship  placements  for  students,  as  well  as  by  providing  environmental 
career  development  activity  to  students  in  the  program. 

How  do  I apply?:  For  more  information,  as  well  as  an  application  to  the 
Environmental  Leadership  Program,  contact  lane  Markham  of  ECO  at  the  address 
listed  below. 

The  Environmental  Careers  Organization 

179  South  Street 

Boston,  MA  02111 

phone:  (617)426-4783,  ext.  121 

fax:  (617)426-8159 

email:  jmarkham@eco.org 

Information  may  also  be  obtained  through  ECO's  World  Wide  Web  site  at 
http://www.eco.org. 

"RE : Position  Available"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Dan  1997  17:29:12  -0800  (PST) 

From:  David@ableza.org  (Ableza  Institute) 

Sub j : Position  available 

UUCP  email 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  - EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

The  American  Indian  Center  of  Santa  Clara  Valley,  Inc,  a 501-C-3  nonprofit 
corporation  of  25  years,  seeks  key-level  administrator  with  five  years 
minimum  experience  in  nonprofit  daily  operations,  administering  federally 
funded  programs,  grant  writing,  etc.  B.A.  or  equivalent  in  Business, 

Public  Administration,  Social  Science  or  related  field.  Sensitive  to  the 
multi-tribal  American  Indian  community  and  its  needs.  Some  travel.  Salary 
commensurate  to  experience.  Benefits.  No  calls.  Send  letter  of 
application  and  resume  to: 

American  Indian  Center  of  Santa  Clara  Valley,  Inc. 

Personnel  Search  Committee 
919  The  Alameda 
San  Dose,  CA  95126 


* Ableza,  a Native  American  Arts  and  Film  Institute  * 

* 1279  Mildred  Ave.  (408)  267-4609  * 

* San  lose,  CA  95125  fax:  (408)  267-9609  * 

* David&Diane@ableza .org  http://www.ableza.org  * 

"RE : Humorous  Verse:  Twelve  Days  of  Powwow"  

Date:  Fri,  10  lan  1997  18:46:24  -0800 
From:  Marietta  Stone  <MStone@localaccess . com> 

Sub  j : Twelve  Days  of  Powwow 

UUCP  email 

On  the  first  day  of  powwow,  my  family  went  to  see 
An  outspoken  Native  emcee. 

On  the  second  day  of  powwow,  my  family  went  to  see 
Two  Grand  entries... 

On  the  third  day  of  powwow,  my  family  gave  to  me 
Three  Indian  tacos... 

On  the  fourth  day  of  powwow,  my  family  went  to  see 
Four  honor  dances... 

On  the  fifth  day  of  powwow,  my  family  went  to  see 
Five  wan-na-bees. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  powwow,  my  family  went  to  see 
Six  jingle  dresses... 

On  the  seventh  day  of  powwow,  my  family  went  to  see 
Seven  grass  dancers... 

On  the  eighth  day  of  powwow,  my  family  went  to  see 
Eight  intertribals . . . 

On  the  ninth  day  of  powwow,  my  family  went  to  see 
Nine  traditional  dancers... 

On  the  tenth  day  of  powwow,  my  family  went  to  see 
Ten  drum  groups  drumming... 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  powwow,  my  family  went  to  see 
Eleven  vendors  vending... 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  powwow,  my  family  gave  to  me 
Twelve  raffle  tickets. 

Eleven  vendors  vending. 

Ten  drum  groups  drumming. 

Nine  traditional  dancers. 

Eight  intertribals. 

Seven  grass  dancers. 

Six  jingle  dresses. 

Five  wa-na-bees. 

Four  honor  dances. 

Three  Indian  tacos. 

Two  Grand  Entries, 

And  an  outspoken  Native  emcee! 

"RE;  Poem:  Sacred"  

Date:  Wed,  04  Sep  1996  22:47:17  -0700 
From:  Porter  <porter@localaccess . com> 

Sub j : Sacred 

UUCP  email 

Sacred 

In  my  caves  of  remembrance  I have  been  in  the  presence  of  the  sacred. 
The  Eagles  who  soar  above  me. 

The  Whale  as  she  rolls  over,  in  the  ocean,  to  look  into  my  eyes. 

The  Buffalo  roaming  over  the  parries,  shaggy  coats,  no  longer  needed  to 
clothe  foreign  royalty. 


The  Coyote's  howl,  upon  the  death  of  my  friend,  echoing  through  the 
valley. 

Eagle's  eyes  gazing  down  on  me  as  they  soar  the  thermals  of  the  sacred 
and  memories  of  them  are  stored  in  the  caverns  of  my  soul. 

Grandy 


"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  97/01/06  22:41 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  lanuary  19-25 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

19 

I walk  the  land  in  perfect  innocence,  a child  of  yesterday. 

20 

Here,  every  day  is  a beginning,  every  night  a remembering. 

21 

The  owl,  pueo,  protects  me  as  I walk  the  forest  at  night. 

22 

The  song  of  my  spirit  is  blessed  by  the  winds. 

23 

In  the  heart  of  the  mountain  burns  the  fire  of  new  life. 

24 

The  earth's  fire,  a wave's  caress,  the  never-ceasing  kiss  of  the  wind  -- 
of  these  things  is  my  island  born. 

25 

The  morning  dew  baptizes  the  grass;  a thousand  glistening  beads  reflect 
the  rays  of  the  rising  sun. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  16  lanuary  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Fri,  10  lan  1997  15:59:15  CST 

From:  "dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu"  <dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Great  Plains  Images  Panel,  Am.  Studs.  Assoc.,  10/97 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

The  following  is  forwarded  for  your  consideration: 

+++++++++++++++ 

>From:  Linda  Sumption  <sumption@mail . idt . net> 

Final  Call  for  Papers  for  American  Studies  Association  Conference 
Oct.  30-Nov . 2,  1997 
Washington,  D.C. 

Dwelling  and  Travel  in  Images  of  the  Great  Plains 

Life,  travel  and  settlement  on  the  Great  Plains  have  produced 
many  more  images  of  American  landscape  than  two  historically  offered, 
namely, 

the  howling  wilderness  or  Garden  of  Eden.  A new  paradigm  might  be  found  by 


considering  the  prairies  in  light  of  lames  Clifford's  analysis  in 
Predicament  of  Culture,  of  how  dwelling  and  travel  "are  less  and  less 
distinct."  This  panel  proposes  to  investigate  how  the  Great  Plains  have 
figured  as  home  and  highway,  and  how  the  conflation  of  those  concepts 
has  affected  the  way  we  define  ourselves  and  our  nation. 

Albert  Pike,  nineteenth  century  hunter/traveler/soldier , 
believed  that  "the  prairie  has  a stronger  hold  upon  the  feelings"  than 
do  mountains  or  oceans,  in  its  dual  qualities  of  concrete  surfaces  and 
raging  skies,  in  its  "dead  quiet,  while  the  upper  elements  are  so  fiercely 
disturbed."  The  panel  might  explore  how  historically  prairies  were  dwelling 
places,  even  as  they  were  a sort  of  limbo  or  protracted  threshold,  conveying 
their  inhabitants  to  other  places  of  repose.  All  proposals  are  welcome, 
including  those  concerning  native  history,  migration/travel  journals  and 
landscape  painting. 

1-2  page  abstracts  by  Ian.  15:  Linda  Sumption,  English  Dept., 
Graduate  Center,  CUNY,  43  W.  42nd  St.,  NY,  NY  10036-8099 

Linda  Sumption 
<sumption@mail . idt . net> 


Date:  6:59  PM  3an  8,  1997 
From:  mario@spock.unm.edu 

Sub j : Native  Medicine  Symposium  (San  Diego) 

Newsgroup:  igc . indig. health 

The  following  conference  tries  to  address  current  issues  facing  native 
people  and  their  exploitation.  Your  participation  is  welcomed. 

The  International  Institute  for  Human  Resources  Development,  at 
San  Diego  State  University  is  convening  an  International  Symposium  on 
Herbal  Medicine  from  1 to  4 Dune,  1997,  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  in 
co-sponsorship  with  the  United  Nations  Industrial  Development 
Organization  (UNIDO),  and  in  collaboration  with  other  institutes  and 
organizations . 

In  setting  the  objectives  for  this  Symposium,  the  Institute  took 
into  consideration  the  existing  scientific  knowledge  on  herbal  medicine 
as  well  as  the  various  United  Nations  Instruments,  including  the 
Convention  on  Biological  Diversity  and  the  Program  of  Action  for 
Indigenous  People.  The  ultimate  objective  of  this  Symposium  is  to 
contribute  to  sustainable  development  by  formulating  an  international 
protocol  which  could  serve  to  regulate  the  use  of  herbal  medicine.  A 
number  of  international  experts  are  invited  to  present  focused  papers 
including  experts  from  concerned  United  Nations  Agencies,  India,  Costa 
Rica,  Nigeria,  Pakistan,  Mexico,  China  and  the  USA. 

The  Symposium  consists  of  four  workshops: 

Medical  & Pharmaceutical  Concerns 
Indigenous  People  Concerns 
Environmental  Concerns 
Consumers  Concerns 

Symposium  hotel  is  the  Outrigger  Prince  Kuhio  Hotel  in  Honolulu  with  a 

special  conference  rate  of  US$  85.  Reservations  need  to  be  made  directly 

with  the  hotel.  FAX  800-  663  5779  or  Tel:  808-922-0811 

REGISTRATION  for  Conference  before  1 MAY  1997  US$  175 

OBSERVERS  US$  150 

STUDENTS  US$  50 

Please  make  checks  payable  to: 

International  Institute  for  Human  Resources  Development  (IIHRD)  and  mail  to: 

College  of  Health  and  Human  Services 

San  Diego  State  University 

San  Diego,  CA  82182-1872  USA 

Fax  (619)  594  2811 

For  further  details  or  questions  write  to  IIHRD  or  e-mail 
Organizer 

mario@spock.unm.edu 
or  the  Director 
tshuman@mail .sdsu.edu 


Date:  8 Han  1997  12:27:16  GMT 

From:  crawford@bscr . uga . edu 

Sub j : Native  American  sports  team 

Newsgroups : alt . native , soc .culture . native 

Learn  a Native  American  sport  and  have  fun  and  get  in  shape  all  at  the 
same  time!  How?!?  Come  play  Toli  (Native  American  stickball,  the  forerunner 
of  lacrosse)  with  the  University  of  Georgia  Flying  Rat  Toli  team!  We  are 
always  looking  for  new  players  and  all  equipment  is  provided  to  new  (and 
returning)  players.  We  practice  every  Sunday  at  2:30  on  Field  #8  (the  Rugby 
field)  at  the  Intramural  Sports  Complex  off  College  Station  road  right  here 
in  Athens. 

For  more  information  read  on,  or  check  out  the 
Toli  Web  Site:  http://www.uga.edu/~toli/ 
or  contact  Gene  Crawford  (Phone:  542-2682  e-mail 
<crawford@bscr . uga . edu> . 


Toli  is  a traditional  Native  American  game  that  has  been  played  for  at 
least  400  years.  It  has  also  been  called  the  "little  brother  of  war",  as 
it  was,  at  one  time,  used  to  settle  disputes  between  tribes.  These  games 
often  involved  hundreds  of  people  per  team,  were  played  on  fields  that 
were  several  miles  long,  and  lasted  from  sunrise  to  sunset. 

Modern  games  are  a little  less  epic.  The  official  tournament  amongst 
the  Mississippi  Choctaw  is  held  in  Duly  and  uses  teams  of  30-40,  has  four 
15  minute  quarters,  and  is  played  on  a 100  yard  field.  Each  Choctaw 
community  on  the  reservation  sends  a team  to  compete  and  several  thousand 
spectators  attend  the  games. 

While  the  tournament  is  the  primary  goal  of  Choctaw  Toli  teams,  most 
play  throughout  the  year  as  well.  One  of  these  communities,  Conehatta 
(which  means  "grey  skunk"),  has  often  won  the  tournament  and,  in 
addition  to  practicing  against  other  Choctaw  teams,  plays  us  several 
times  during  the  year.  We  are  the  University  of  Georgia  Flying  Rat  Toli 
Team,  the  reigning  national  collegiate  Toli  champions.  Thus  far  we  are 
undefeated  in  collegiate  competition.  Unfortunately,  this  is  primarily 
due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  the  only  college  team.  In  fact,  we  are  the 
only  non-Indian  team  in  general,  though  teams  are  being  started  at 
Georgia  Tech  and  Kennesaw  State  College.  We  have  played  Conehatta 
numerous  times  during  the  seven  years  the  team  has  existed  and  only 
thrice  have  we  defeated  them.  Despite  our  record  of  defeats,  the  Choctaw 
games  are  always  eagerly  anticipated  by  both  teams.  These  games  give  us 
a chance  to  gauge  our  progress  as  a team  and  to  learn  from  a great  group 
of  Toli  players,  while  the  Choctaw  get  the  novel  experience  of  playing 
against  the  only  non-Choctaw  Toli  team. 

So  that's  the  history  of  Toli.  But  how  is  it  played?  Toli  is  a very 
fast  moving  game  with  very  few  rules.  The  action  is  continuous,  there  are 
no  time  outs,  fouls,  first  downs,  out  of  bounds,  or  free  throws.  We  have 
no  penalty  box,  no  first  base  coaches,  no  off  sides,  and  no  walks.  There 
are  two  written  rules:  1.  You  can  not  touch  the  ball  (a  rock,  wrapped  in 
cloth  then  laced  with  leather  cord)  with  your  hands,  and;  2.  You  can  only 
tackle  the  person  who  has  possession  of  the  ball.  This  second  rule  is  a 
bit  fast-and-loose  since  "body  checks"  are  legal  and  the  distinction 
between  a body  check  and  a tackle  is  pretty  subtle.  In  addition  to  these 
two  official  rules,  the  Flying  Rats  have  adopted  two  more  rules  to  keep 
the  game  a bit  more  user  friendly:  1.  No  "slide  tackles",  and;  2.  No 
hitting  people  with  your  sticks  (sticks  get  broken  this  way).  The  point 
of  the  game  is  to  bring  the  ball  (called  the  towa)  into  contact  with  your 
team's  goal  (a  13'  high,  approximately  9"  diameter  pole).  There  are  two 
ways  of  doing  this  in  Toli.  The  first  (and  safest)  is  to  throw  it  using 
your  sticks  (called  kapucha,  of  which  you  have  two,  each  one  being  2 '-3' 
long  with  leather  "baskets"  2"-3"  wide  at  one  end).  The  second  is  by 
touching  the  goal  with  your  sticks  while  holding  the  ball  in  them.  This 
latter  method  tends  to  result  in  great  bodily  harm  since  the  defense  will 
stop  at  nothing  to  keep  you  away  from  the  goal  when  you  have  the  ball. 
After  each  point  and  at  the  beginning  of  each  quarter  the  ball  is  brought 


to  the  center  of  the  field  and  tossed  up  in  the  midst  of  a circle  of 
players  (in  a manner  analogous  to  a "tip  off"  in  basketball) . 

Winter  Quarter  Practices  are  at  2:30  PM  every  Sunday  on  Field  #8  (the 
Rugby  Field)  of  the  Intramural  Fields.  Everyone  is  welcome  to  play  and 
all  necessary  equipment  required  (i.e.  the  sticks)  is  provided  free  of 
charge.  For  more  information  please  contact  Gene  Crawford:  E-mail 
<crawford(3bscr . uga . edu>  or  by  phone  542-2682.  Finally,  the  Toli  team  is  a 
Registered  Student  Group  at  UGA. 


And  from  Spirit  Talk  News: 

Cold  Moon  <lanuary> 

22-23  St.  Petersburg,  FL,  Native  American  Powwow 
Call  800-683-7800  Ext.  1467 
24-26  Pincher  Creek,  AB,  Napi  Powwow 
Call  403-627-4224 

Fish  Running  Moon  <February> 

1 Grand  Forks,  ND,  Indians  Into  Medicine  Traditional  Powwow 

Call  701-777-3037 

1 Tucson,  AZ  Walking  tour  through  the  Sabino  Canyon  Ruin 

by  Old  Pueblo  Archeology  Center 
Call  520-798-1201 

1-2  Oklahoma  City,  OK,  Red  Earth  Winter  Expo 
Call  405-427-5228 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Sovereign  Dine'  Nation,  V.  Blanchard  Singing  Eagle,  Freedom  Heart  Rising, 
Raymond  Rheinbolt  via  Ishgooda,  Larry  Innes,  John  Wm  Sloniker,  Grandy, 
lanet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Marietta  Stone,  3ohn  Berry,  David  Yohn, 
Sparo  Arika  Vigil-Palmer,  Bernadette  Chato,  A.R.  Mader  via  Ishgooda, 
Iordan  S.  Dill,  loe  Don  Chipps 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

- — "RE:  Medals  of  (dis)  Honor"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Ian  1997  08:21:04  -0500 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@sover . net> 

Sub j : Medals  of  (dis)  Honor 

UUCP  email 

Good  day  all . . . 

Yesterday  Medals  of  Honor  were  granted  to  men  who  deserved  it. 

Today  I remind  you  that  this  "medal"  has  been  granted  to  20  "soldiers"  who 
participated  in  the  massacre  at  Wounded  Knee 
(<http://www.dickshovel.eom/medals.2.html>) . . . 

What  follows  below  is  a response  to  a call  to  have  the  medals  of 
(dis)  Honor  rescinded. . .this  response  is  from  the  Clarence  Fitch  Chapter, 
Vietnam  Veterans  Against  the  War,  P.O.  Box  74,  Van  Brunt  Station,  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  11215  (718-826-1789)  and  is  being  forwarded  with  permission: 

Indian  Wars  & the  Vietnam  Experience 
By  the  time  we  were  drafted  or  enlisted  to  fight  in  Vietnam,  we  had 
already  been  indoctrinated  for  that  war  since  childhood  by  the  mythology  of 
America.  One  myth  we  soaked  up  was  "cowboys  and  Indians"  - the  long  saga 
telling  how  white  Europeans  carved  a great  nation  out  of  a land  inhabited 
by  savages.  But  when  we  went  to  war,  it  wasn't  much  like  the  movies.  Not 


much  of  a script.  The  guys  in  white  hats  weren't  winning,  and  weren't  the 
good  guys  anyway.  The  victims  weren't  grateful.  Death  wasn't  noble.  War 
was  mostly  confusing  and  sometimes  terrifying.  At  best,  we  survived  to  come 
back. 

War  taught  us  some  things.  We  learned  that  politicians  tell  lies, 
and  call  themselves  "patriots,"  that  the  "national  interest"  usually  means 
someone  can  make  a lot  of  money.  We  knew  that  the  honesty  and  loyalty  and 
sacrifice  required  of  us  in  war  were  worth  a lot  more  than  the  dishonest, 
manipulative,  greedy  politics  which  sent  us  into  combat. 

But  Vietnam  had  another,  harder  lesson  for  us.  We  saw  the  "American 
way  of  life"  from  a different  angle,  at  the  edge  of  the  empire.  We  enforced 
it,  made  it  work.  Nations  occupied.  Populations  terrorized  and  decimated. 
Countrysides  laid  waste.  Societies  and  cultures  destroyed.  For  what?  So 
that  people  would  fear  us,  and  learn  that  opposing  the  United  States 
government  meant  poverty,  misery,  and  death.  So  that  corporations  could 
keep  making  money.  So  that  colonels  and  commanders  could  become  generals 
and  admirals.  So  that  politicians  could  get  re-elected. 

Back  in  the  world,  home  looked  different.  The  country  we  served  - 
it  turned  out  to  be  a racist  nation  from  the  very  beginning,  when  the 
indigenous  peoples  were  killed  to  clear  the  land,  and  Africans  enslaved  and 
transported  to  work  the  newly-cleared  land.  The  system  we  defended  - it  was 
set  up  so  that  a lot  of  people  had  to  be  poor  so  that  a few  could  get  rich, 
and  poor  and  working  people,  our  own  families  and  friends,  had  to  squabble 
over  fewer  and  fewer  opportunities.  The  same  culture  which  taught  us  to  be 
soldiers  also  turned  women  into  objects,  things  to  be  bought  and  used, 
brutalized  and  discarded.  It  taught  such  fear  and  hatred  of  homosexuality 
that  gay  people  were  beaten  on  the  streets,  just  for  "fun."  It  produced 
masterpieces  of  machinery  which  no  one  could  control,  and  stripped  and 
poisoned  the  land  to  protect  and  increase  the  margin  of  profit.  What  a 
world  to  come  home  to. 

Then  when  we  looked  again  at  our  own  history,  our  war  in  Indochina 
turned  out  to  be  an  all-American  war.  The  Dominican  Republic,  Korea,  Puerto 
Rico,  Nicaragua,  Haiti,  the  Philippines,  Cuba,  Mexico:  American  soldiers 
fought  in  all  these  countries,  occupying  some,  annexing  others,  installing 
puppet  regimes  in  the  rest,  extending  or  defending  an  empire.  A bitter 
irony  - we  had  wanted  to  serve:  we  wanted  to  be  patriots.  African 
Americans  whose  parents  couldn't  vote;  Chicanos  and  Puerto  Ricans  whose 
culture  dissolved  into  assimilated  poverty.  Poor  and  working-class  whites 
tracked  into  the  draft  instead  of  college  or  the  National  Guard.  Native 
Americans  proving  they  too  were  "real"  Americans.  The  real  war  - it  turned 
out  - was  here  at  home  too,  and  we  had  been  on  the  wrong  side. 

If  this  country  is  ever  to  be  the  kind  of  country  we  wanted  to 
serve,  it  has  to  change.  The  change  has  to  come  from  the  beginning,  from 
the  very  foundations  of  our  society.  The  real  war  goes  on  still  - Angola, 
Grenada,  Cambodia,  Nicaragua,  Panama,  Iraq  - are  all  combat  fronts  which 
opened  after  the  fall  of  Saigon.  But  the  oldest  war  in  our  history  is  the 
Indian  War,  the  war  over  the  land.  Our  own  war  looked  something  like  this 
war.  The  "wild  West"  was  a free-fire  zone.  General  Custer  was  on  a 
search-and-destroy  mission  at  Little  Big  Horn.  Not  much  to  choose  between 
Wounded  Knee  and  My  Lai,  or  between  forced  relocation  to  new  reservations 
and  the  resettlement  camps  we  built  in  Vietnam. 

One  lesson  we  learned  is  also  the  same.  The  only  basis  for  a just 
and  lasting  peace  is  freedom  - the  recognition  of  the  right  of  all  peoples 
to  self-determination. 

500  years  is  long  enough:  it's  time  to  make  an  end  to  this,  the 
oldest  war  in  our  land. 


Please  visit  <http://www.dickshovel.com/RescindMedals.html>  and 
contribute  to  the  effort  to  right  this  grievous  wrong. . .to  date  there  have 
been  over  400  signatories  to  this  petition  from  all  parts  of  the  earth... 
Best  regards, 

Iordan 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  Of  Consequence 
<http: //www. dickshovel . com> 


PGP  public  key  available  upon  request... 


"RE ; Support  for  NA  Dudiciary  Nominee"  

Date:  Tue,  7 Dan  1997  21:49:12  -0700 

From:  sparo@unm.edu  (Sparo  Arika  Vigil-Palmer) 

Sub j : Need  support  for  Native  American  woman  to  become  NM  District 
Court  Dudge 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Dear  Native-L  subscribers. 

What  follows  is  a very  exciting  announcement  about  my  mother,  Ms.  Carol  D. 
Vigil  (Tesuque  Pueblo),  who  is  attempting  for  the  third  time  to  achieve  the 
position  of  District  Court  Dudge.  This  time,  as  in  the  past  two  times,  she 
has  been  through  a review  board  and  has  had  her  name  submitted  by  this 
board  to  the  New  Mexico  state  governor,  who  will  make  the  final  decision. 

She  is  one  of  five  finalists  for  the  position  and  will  be  interviewed  this 
Friday,  Dan.  10.  She  is  an  extraordinary  Native  American  who  has  excelled 
in  her  field  and  who  has  been  overlooked  for  this  position  the  past  two 
times  she  has  applied  for  it. 

I hope  that  you  will  mail,  fax  or  e-mail  your  support  of  her  appointment 
to  the  NM  governor,  Gary  Dohnson  and  e-mail  a copy  of  your  letter  to  me  or 
mail  a copy  to  Ms.  Vigil.  There  are  more  details  about  her  background  and 
service  in  the  announcement  and  there  is  a sample  letter  following  that. 

Sincerely, 

Sparo  Arika  Vigil-Palmer 

Tesuque  Pueblo 

++++++ 

Announcement 

RE:  Nomination  of  Carol  D.  Vigil  (Tewa)  to  the  District  Court  Bench 

Date:  1/6/97 

From:  Sparo  Arika  Vigil-Palmer 

I'm  very  happy  and  proud  to  announce  my  mother,  Ms.  Carol  D.  Vigil,  is  one 
of  six  finalists  who  have  been  nominated  for  the  position  of  District  Court 
Dudge.  Ms.  Vigil  is  the  first  Pueblo  woman  to  become  an  attorney  of  law. 

She  graduated  from  the  University  of  New  Mexico  School  of  Law  in  1978.  She 
has  been  crucial  in  the  advancement  of  Native  American  people  in  legal 
systems  throughout  the  past  eighteen  years  of  her  legal  career. 

She  has  worked  at  many  different  levels  of  the  legal  system  and  her  focus 
has  often  been  on  Native  American  people  and  children.  She  has  worked  with 
and  continually  advised  Native  American  people:  from  creating  tribal  codes 
to  working  as  children's  advocate.  Most  recently  she  is  the  Special 
Commissioner  for  Domestic  Violence  and  Mental  Competency  for  the  First 
Dudicial  District  Court  of  New  Mexico.  She  has  held  this  position  for 
eight  years.  This  position  has  provided  her  with  a strong  awareness  of 
community  concerns  for  both  the  state  of  New  Mexico  and  the  Native  American 
community.  Along  these  lines  she  has  been  appointed  to  the  state's  Crime 
Task  Force  Committee  and  is  now  on  the  faculty  of  the  National  Dudicial 
College. 

Currently,  there  are  no  Native  American  people  represented  on  the  District 
Court  Bench  and  there  never  have  been.  It  is  now  up  to  Governor  Dohnson  to 
choose  the  individual  best  qualified  and  most  supported  for  the  District 
Court  Dudge  position.  The  person  he  decides  on  will  be  placed  on  the  state 
ballot  in  the  November  1998  election. 

Your  encouragement  and  support  of  Carol  D.  Vigil  would  be  greatly 
appreciated.  Please  fax  and  mail  a letter  to  Governor  Dohnson  by  Danuary 
13,  1997,  and  let  him  know,  in  as  few  or  as  many  words  as  you'd  like,  that 
you  support  Carol  D.  Vigil's  nomination  to  the  District  Court  Bench. 


Governor  Dohnson 's 


fax  #: 
phone  #: 


(505)-827-3026 

(505)-827-3000 


address : 


Governor  Gary  Johnson 
State  Capital 
Santa  Fe,  NM  87501 
e-mail:  gov@gov. state. nm. us 

cc:  Sparo  Arika  Vigil-Palmer 

e-mail:  sparo@unm.edu 
or 

Carol  J.  Vigil 
PO  Box  481 
Tesuque,  NM  87574 
+++++++++ 

January  6,  1997 

Governor  Gary  Johnson 
State  Capital 
State  of  New  Mexico 
Santa  Fe,  NM  87501 

Attention:  Ruth  Kelly 

Fax  Number:  (505)-827-3026 

Dear  Governor  Johnson; 

I am  writing  to  support  the  appointment  of  Carol  J.  Vigil  to  the  District 
Court  Bench,  Division  III  of  the  First  Judicial  District  Court.  Ms.  Vigil 
is  a respected  member  of  her  profession.  She  has  been  holding  the  position 
of  the  Special  Commissioner  for  Domestic  Violence  and  Mental  Competency  for 
the  First  Judicial  District  Court  for  the  last  eight  years;  in  addition, 
she  was  the  Child  Support  Hearing  Officer  during  6 years  of  her  position  as 
Special  Commissioner. 

Ms.  Vigil  possesses  extensive  judicial  experience  not  only  from  her  present 
position,  but  also  from  her  work  as  a Judge  Pro  Tempore  for  several  Pueblos 
and  the  Jicarilla  Tribal  court.  Ms.  Vigil  is  a member  of  Tesuque  Pueblo; 
and  she  is  a committed  and  well-respected  member  of  the  Native  American 
community. 

I understand  that  Ms.  Vigil  is  active  on  a statewide  basis  with  such 
endeavors  as  the  Board  of  Childhood  Development,  Town  Hall,  and  the  Supreme 
Court  Committee  on  Evidence. 

I strongly  support  Carol  J.  Vigil's  appointment  to  the  District  Court 
Bench.  I feel  that  in  this  position,  Ms.  Vigil  will  be  a valuable  asset  to 
the  State  of  New  Mexico. 

Sincerely  yours. 

Signature 

Name 

Address 

City 

Phone 

cc:  Carol  J.  Vigil 

PO  Box  481 
Tesuque,  NM  87574 

"RE : Seeking  Producers/Reporters"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Jan  1997  10:25:19  -0700 
From:  chato@unm.edu  (Bernadette  Chato) 

Sub j : Seeking  Independent  Producers/Reporters 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

INDIGENOUS  TALK  RADIO  SHOW  LOOKING  FOR  INDEPENDENT  REPORTERS 
The  daily  talk  show.  Native  America  Calling,  is  seeking  Native 


American  radio  producers  and  reporters  to  produce  short  feature  segments 
on  current  native  issues.  Must  have  own  field  equipment  and  access  to 
editing  facilities.  Individuals  are  paid  per  piece,  based  on  experience 
and  quality  of  work.  Basic  radio  experience  required;  production/news 
reporting  experience  desired,  but  not  necessary.  Some  training  provided. 

Native  America  Calling  is  the  first  native-produced  talk  show 
distributed  nationally,  providing  a native  perspective  on  current  events. 
The  program  is  distributed  Monday  through  Friday  by  the  American  Indian 
Radio  on  Satellite  Network  via  the  Public  Radio  Satellite  System. 

For  more  information  and  to  receive  the  features  guidelines,  please 
contact  Bernadette  Chato  at:  Native  America  Calling,  Attn:  Features 
Producer,  PO  Box  40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  call  505-277-5354,  or 
e-mail  to  chato@unm.edu. 

### 


For  Immediate  Release 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  TALK  SHOW  OFFERS 
OPPORTUNITY  FOR  NATIVE  RADIO  PRODUCERS 

ALBUQUERQUE  - *Native  America  Calling,*  the  first  nationally- 
distributed  talk  show  produced  from  a Native  American  perspective,  is 
recruiting  independent  *Native  American*  producers  and  reporters  to  produce 
short  features  for  inclusion  in  its  daily  discussions. 

Since  *NAC*  is  an  innovative  program  in  terms  of  indigenous 
broadcasting,  it  is  taking  an  active  role  in  the  nurturing  of  native  radio 
producers  and  reporters.  Basic  radio  skills  are  required;  production 
experience  is  desired,  but  not  necessary.  The  *NAC*  Features 
Producer  will  give  assistance  to  those  who  need  to  develop  their  production 
skills. 

By  encouraging  the  development  of  native  producers  and  reporters  and 
providing  a forum  for  their  work  through  *NAC,*  native  people  will  be 
able  to  present  their  communities  to  a larger  listening  audience.  In  turn 
*NAC*  listeners  will  be  able  to  get  a better  understanding  of  native 
communities . 

*Native  America  Calling*  is  now  halfway  through  its  second  year  of 
broadcasting.  The  one-hour  program  airs  live  each  weekday  at  1 p.m.  Eastern 
Time.  The  program  is  distributed  on  a national  basis  via  the  Public 
Radio  Satellite  System  by  the  American  Indian  Radio  on  Satellite  Network 
(AIROS) . 

The  program,  billed  as  the  nation's  first  "electronic  talking 
circle,"  uses  its  call-in  format  to  engage  listeners  into  conversations 
with  experts  and  noted  guests  about  issues  of  the  day. 

NAC  is  a production  of  Native  American  Public  Telecommunications, 

Inc.  Offices  for  *Native  America  Calling*  are  located  in  Albuquerque, 

New  Mexico.  The  program  is  produced  at  the  studios  of  KUNM  at  the 
University  of  New  Mexico. 

Bernadette  Chato,  the  Features  Producer  for  *Native  America  Calling* 
can  be  reached  at  505-277-5354  or  by  fax  at  505-277-4286.  Address 
correspondence  to  PO  Box  40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  e-mail  to 
chato@unm.edu. 


Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer 
NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 
The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle 
Heard  on  public  radio  stations! 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Han  1997  14:34:54  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Bernadette  Chato  <chato@unm.edu> 

Sub j : Native  America  Calling  schedule  & seeking  reporters 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

TO:  NEWS  DIRECTORS,  PROGRAM  DIRECTORS,  GENERAL  MANAGERS 
FR:  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 


Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 
Albuquerque,  NM  87196 
505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 


DT:  DANUARY  10,  1997 

RE:  SCHEDULE  FOR  DANUARY  13-17,  1997 

Native  America  Calling,  the  first  national  call-in  radio  program 
to  focus  on  Native  issues,  began  daily  one-hour  feeds  on  6/5/95. 
Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

Channel  Info:  Digital  Frequency  B68.2 

Galaxy  4,  Transponder  B 
Broadcast  Rights: 

Each  program  is  designed  for  live  use.  The  fee  to  carry  NATIVE 
AMERICA  CALLING  is  determined  on  whether  the  station  is  a member 
of  AIROS.  There  is  a set  fee  for  AIROS  members;  if  not  a member, 
fee  is  based  on  station's  annual  revenue. 

Questions : 

Programming,  Harlan  McKosato,  NAC  Producer  505-277-5201 
Distribution/Promotion,  Dohn  Gregg,  AIROS  402-472-0941 


****  PROGRAM  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  **** 
Watch  the  DACS  or  your  FAX  for  updates!! 


Host:  Tom  Beaver 

Wellness  Host:  Sharon  McConnell 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  FOR  1/13  - 1/17: 

Mon  - 1/13:  Indian  Land  Grab: 

>From  coast  to  coast .. .thousands  of  acres  of  land  are  being 
returned  to  indigenous  people.  Tribes  are  starting  to  level  the 
playing  field  in  the  battle  over  our  most  precious  resource. 

Will  congress  close  this  window  of  opportunity?  Guests  include 
Ron  Andrade  of  the  Los  Angeles  American  Indian  Commission. 

Tues  - 1/14:  "Indian  Killer"/Book  Review: 

Author  Sherman  Alexie  joins  us  live  from  Seattle  to  discuss  his 
latest  novel  "Indian  Killer,"  a murder  mystery  that  confronts 
the  ugly  reality  of  racism.  His  previous  novel  "Reservation 
Blues,"  was  recently  released  in  paperback. 

Wed  - 1/15:  Civil  Rights  Movement: 

In  honor  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Dr.,  NAC  discusses  the  Civil 
Rights  Movement  and  its  impact  on  Native  Americans.  Guests 
include  filmmaker  Larry  Goldin.  His  documentary,  "The  Land  is 
Ours,"  being  broadcast  on  PBS  Danuary  14,  tells  the  compelling 
story  of  the  Tlingit  and  Haida  tribes'  struggle  to  overcome 
racial  discrimination,  win  citizenship  and  the  vote,  integrate 
schools  and  find  economic  opportunity. 

Thu  - 1/16:  Return  of  the  Wolves: 

The  wolf  holds  a place  of  respect  among  many  Native  American 
tribes.  The  encroachment  by  non-natives  into  tribal  territories 
resulted  in  wolves  being  killed  and  almost  made  extinct  because 
these  animals  were  seen  as  predators.  The  Nez  Perce  tribe  in 
Idaho  is  now  actively  restoring  the  wolf  population,  both  in 
captivity  and  in  the  wild.  Includes  a special  report  by  Tirsea 
McNeal.  Guests  TBA. 

Fri  - 1/17:  IHS  Bedside  Manners/Wellness: 

Indian  Health  Service  instituted  cultural  sensitivity  programs 
for  its  staff,  seeking  to  improve  doctor-patient  relations.  Have 
they  worked?  Do  native  patients  now  feel  more  comfortable  in  the 
hospitals  and  clinics  created  to  serve  them?  Guests  TBA. 

^Native  America  Calling*  is  produced  and  directed  by  Harlan 
McKosato  (Sac  and  Fox  from  Oklahoma).  Tom  Beaver  (Muscogee 
Creek  from  Minnesota)  is  Host/Associate  Producer,  Features 
Producer/Editor  is  Bernadette  Chato  (Navajo  from  New  Mexico), 
and  Doseph  Leon  (Chamorro  from  Wisconsin)  serves  as  Associate 
Producer . 

*NAC*  is  a production  of  Native  American  Public 
Telecommunications,  Inc.  Offices  for  *Native  America  Calling* 
are  located  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The  program  is  produced 
at  the  studios  of  KUNM  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  The 
staff  of  *Native  America  Calling*  can  be  reached  at  505-277-5201 


on  by  fax  at  505-277-4286.  Address  correspondence  to  PO  Box 
40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  e-mail  to  native@unm.edu. 


Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer 
NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 
The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle 
Heard  on  public  radio  stations! 


Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 
Albuquerque,  NM  87196 
505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NativeWeb,  A-Info,  & NATIVE-L  listservers; 

UUCP  & genie  email;  Newsgroups : soc . culture. native,  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"At  my  age  a blanket  and  a comfortable  chair  to  sit  in  are  the  things  I 
need  most.  Time  stretches  and  makes  me  mull  over  a lot  of  things. 

Some  are  not  important;  others  will  always  carry  weightj  regardless  of 
age.  Like  thoughts  about  honest  and  vanity,  lust  like  oil  and  vinegarj 
the  two  don't  mix;  yet  I ponder  the  vicissitudes  they  caused.  During 
my  childhoodj  honesty  was  nurtured  in  every  child.  Now  vanity  has 
taken  on  the  disguise  of  honesty  and  tricks  many  a parent  into  teaching 
the  wrong  attitudes." 

"I  fear  for  my  grandchildren . " 

"I  fear  for  the  earth." 

"Man's  vanity  has  the  power  to  do  away  with  all  life  and  cause  the  earth 
to  shake  the  foundation  of  the  universe.  Honestyj  the  kind  that  caries 
respect  for  lifej  is  the  only  force  to  prevail  over  vanity." 

Chief  Dan  Georgej  Coastal  Salish 

+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 


| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe,  | 
j to  the  democratic  principles  | 
j of  the  Republic  ! 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  [ 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

| Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | 

| States  Constitution,  j 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  j 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Last  week  I wrote  of  the  hardships  visited  on  many  traditionals  by  this 
hard  winter.  I asked  that  you  who  value  so  much  these  good  hearts  keeping 
our  traditions  alive  do  something  to  keep  our  traditionals  alive. 

I have  not  received  permission  to  share  a response  I received,  and  give 
credit  and  honor  to  someone  who  stepped  forward;  but  I will  tell  you  that 
some  did  ask  where  blankets  or  funds  could  be  sent.  One  person  who  asked 
is  without  a place  to  live.  I share  this  with  you  now,  because  if  you  have 
been  telling  yourself  how  difficult  it  would  be  to  participate  in  the 
office  pool  or  buy  that  extra  nice  desert  for  lunch  if  you  reached  into  your 
pocket  to  help  others,  maybe  you  need  to  reconsider  what  "need"  really  is. 

To  help  the  Lakota  this  will  work: 


PO  Box  8392 

Rapid  City,  SD  57709 

Checks  made  out  to  Wapaha  Canku  Luta  (a  Lakota  nonprofit  organization) 
or  to  Doe  Chasing  Horses 

For  the  Blackfeet  try  one  of  the  following: 


Blackfeet  Tribal  Business  Council 
P.0.  Box  850 
Browning 
MT 

59417 

406-388-7276 


Siksika  Nation 
P.0.  Box  249 
Gleichen, Alberta  CANADA 
T0D  1N0 

ATTN:  Siksika  Cultural  Dept, 
phone  : (403)  264-7250 


I will  post  others  as  they  are  made  available  to  me. 

I ask  that  all  contacts  be  emailed  to  me  for  publication,  gars@netcom.com 
PLEASE  help  the  elders! 

This  next  is  abstracted  from  a REPORT  FROM  CBC  - Dan/17/1996 

Premier  Lucien  Bouchard  of  Quebec  has  given  the  go-ahead  for  exploratory 
talks  with  Newfoundland  on  the  Churchill  Falls  power  contract.  That  word 
comes  from  Newfoundland's  Premier,  Brian  Tobin.  He  and  Bouchard  and  seven 
other  Premiers  were  part  of  the  Team  Canada  trade  mission.  Bouchard  left  - 
as  scheduled  - yesterday.  Under  the  Churchill  Falls  deal,  signed  in  the 
1960's,  Hydro-Quebec  buys  Newfoundland  power  and  sells  it  at  a ten-fold 
profit.  — end  of  abstract 

The  power  comes  from  dams  that  flooded  hundreds  of  First  Nations  People 
from  their  homes  and  lands.  Lands  that  Hydro-Quebec  has  fought  paying  real 
value  for,  even  if  the  People  did  want  to  move.  Of  course,  they  did  not 
and  were  forced  from  their  roots. 


Greed  becomes  its  own  master. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 


y y 


Gary  Night  Owl 


gars@netcom . com 


P.  0.  Box  672168 
Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 


gars@juno.com 

gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 


(*,*) 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Barrier  Lake  in  Need 

- Message  from  Wilf  Peltier 

- Community  is  With  Out  Food 

- Manitoba 

- Aberdeen  Hope 

- Ward  Valley  Story 

- Wild  Horses 

- Buffalo  Rescue  Newsletter 

- Over  500  Marked  for  Death 

- Why  Indigenous  Rights? 

- RCAP  Access  Report  2-2 

- American  Indian  Trust 

- Native  Tobacco 

- Student  Financial  Aid 

- Poem:  Questions  of  Life 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Barrier  Lake  in  Need"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Ian  1997  20:21:14  -0800 

From:  Mary  C Knockwood  <mcknckw@mailserv. mta . ca> 

Sub j : Barrier  lake,  Que 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

I would  like  to  have  some  information  posted  in  the  native  web  concerning 
a First  Nation  community  in  the  Barrier  lake  region  in  Quebec.  They  have 
been  without  funding  from  the  federal  gov't  since  Aug  or  there  about  and 
it  is  due  to  Ron  Erwin  minister  of  indian  and  northern  affairs  cutting 
all  funding  to  that  community.  The  issue  I am  not  too  clear  on  but  they 
have  contacted  the  First  Nations  Environmental  Network  for  help.  I am 
emailing  you  for  Sulian  Herney,  as  his  system  is  down  at  the  moment.  He 
asks  that  this  get  posted  as  soon  as  possible,  that  there  is  an  urgent 
request  for  food  and  other  donations  for  the  people  of  this  community, 
(donations  such  as  Food,  Childrens  clothing.  Feminine  hygiene  products, 
candles,  matches,  etc.  or  any  other  type  of  help  they  can  get.)  We  would 
greatly  appreciate  it  as  well  if  people  would  write  letters  of  concern  to 
the  minister.  If  anyone  would  like  more  information  the  contact  number 
for  these  people  is  819-449-7465  and  ask  for  Hector  Derome  or  Michele, 
thank  you  for  your  time  and  I hope  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  post  this 
for  me  on  behalf  of  the  First  Nations  Environmental  Network. 

May  the  Creator  Guide  and  Protect  you  always. 

Mary 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Sacred  Circle 

- Voisey's  Bay  Memo  of  Understanding 

- Native  America  Calling 


"RE;  Message  from  Wilf  Peltier"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Ian  1997  12:25:47  -0500 
From:  Dane  Scharf  <dn701@freenet . carleton . ca> 

Sub j : Wilf  Peltier  First  Nations  Elder 
A 
AA 

AAAA  The  A-Infos  News  Service 

AA  AA 
AA  AA 

INFOSINFOSINFOS  http : //www.tao. ca/wind/ ainfos.html 
AAAA  AAAA 

AAAAA  AAAAA 


Take  Back  the  Lebreton  Flats  for  the  Homeless>>>>>>>>Communique  6 


Wilf  Peltier  First  Nations  Elder  has  agreed  to  bless  the  land  in  a sweet 
grass  celebration  at  Lebreton  Flats  on  August  25/97. 

In  this  ancient  First  Nations  potlatch  celebration  those  attending  will 
be  sharing  their  good  fortunes  with  others  to  heal  the  circle  of  humanity. 
Give  what  you  have  take  what  you  need.  We  will  be  swapping  everything  from 
soup  to  gloves. 

There  are  now  over  400  individuals  and  groups  world  wide  who  have 
confirmed  their  attendance  on  August  25/97.  The  responses  have  been  from 
Canada,  France,  Italy,  Mexico,  UK,  USA,  Vienna.  Transportation  to  the  Flats 
from  your  port  of  entry  will  be  arranged  and  if  you  arrive  before  August  25 
sleeping  accommodations  can  also  be  arranged  until  the  camp  is  open. 

For  those  who  have  not  read  earlier  communiques: 

Take  Back  the  Flats  for  the  Homeless  is  going  to  be  a tent  city  for  the 
homeless  on  unoccupied  land  claimed  to  be  owned  by  the  Federal  Government 
in  the  heart  of  downtown  Ottawa  Canada's  capital  city. 

We  intend  to  continue  this  protest  until  the  criminalization  of 
homelessness  has  ceased  or  until  our  social  programs  are  reestablished  with 
eligibility  based  on  need  alone  as  it  was  from  1958  until  1996.  We  fear 
imprisonment,  boot  camps,  child  abductions  by  Children's  Aid  Society  for 
the  massive  numbers  of  new  homeless  persons  cut  off  pensions,  mothers 
allowance  and  welfare  and  workfare  for  thousands  of  others  in  the  coming 
year.  We  recognize  that  withdrawal  of  social  programs  is  a world  wide 
trend . 

- When:  the  action  commences  on  August  25,  1997  at  2:00  pm. 

- Where:  on  Lebreton  Flats  which  is  west  of  Booth  Street  and  north  of  the 
transitway  in  downtown  Ottawa. 

- Who:  all  children  of  the  universe  who  want  a place  to  stand  against  the 
tyranny  of  big  business  who  have  orchestrated  the  dismantling  of  our 
social  programs  without  alternatives.  We  are  claiming  unoccupied  land  to 
use  and  create  a community  with  an  economy  based  on  sharing  in  defiance  of 
the  world  monetary  economy  based  on  hoarding  and  greed. 

There  is  no  committee,  no  leader  and  no  cash  donations  are  sought  or 
accepted  and  no  endorsements  are  sought  or  accepted  to  avoid  cooptation.  We 
are  however  hard  at  work  organizing. 

If  you  want  copies  of  earlier  communiques  EMAIL  lane  Scharf  at: 
dn701@f reenet . carleton . ca 
>>>>>Help  Needed: 

donations  of  food,  clothing  and  camping  equipment  dropped  off  at  the  Flats 
on  or  after  August  25/97. 

Help  in  constructing  out  houses,  a stage,  tables  and  benches  and  solar 
generator  would  help  to  facilitate  this  action. 

>>0R 

Mail  to  110-2604  Draper  Ave.  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada,  K2H  9B1. 

We  hope  to  see  you  there  as  a visitor  or  camper  but  anonymous  donations  by 
mail  are  welcome  also. 

If  you  like  this  action  please  forward,  redirect,  post  or  otherwise 
redistribute  this  communique  as  you  see  fit. 

Protest,  Actively  Resist,  and  Surpass,  lane  Scharf 

"RE : Community  is  With  Out  Food"  

Date:  20  lan  1997  13:32:11  GMT 

From:  bp293(3FreeNet . Carleton. CA  (Robert  Matylewicz) 

Sub j : A First  Nations  community  is  with  out  food  - Help  urgently  needed 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

HELP  URGENTLY  NEEDED 

A FIRST  NATIONS  COMMUNITY  IS  WITH  OUT  FOOD 
The  Algonquin  Barriere  Lake  people  in  northern  Quebec  are  in  a desperate 
situation.  A community  of  450  people  are  without  electricity  and  food.  As 
of  Friday,  lanuary  17  they  have  gone  10  days  without  a food  supply. 

They  are  caught  in  a political  situation.  No  one  is  asked  to  take  sides. 


but  we  ask  your  help  in  this  humanitarian  effort  to  help. 

The  First  Nations  Environmental  Network  is  organizing  a food  drive.  A 
run  from  Atlantic  Canada  will  leave  Nova  Scotia  on  Monday,  January  20,  as 
well  as  efforts  being  organized  by  the  Native  Friendship  Centre  in 
Montreal,  and  various  other  First  Nations  communities  in  the  region.  As 
Ottawa  is  one  of  the  closest  major  centres  to  Barriere  Lake,  any  help  from 
the  people  of  Ottawa  would  be  an  immediate  contribution  to  the  health  and 
safety  of  a suffering  community. 

Donations  of  non-perishable  foods,  as  well  as  cash  for  chain-saw  gas 
(for  wood  heat)  may  be  dropped  off  at: 

- STONE  ANGEL  - 314  Lisgar  Street,  Ottawa  - 236-7826 

- VICTORIA  ISLAND,  Ottawa  - c/o  Nick 

- ODAWA  NATIVE  FRIENDSHIP  CENTRE  - 12  Stirling  Ave.,  Ottawa  - 722-3811 
Specify  'FOR  BARRIERE  LAKE' 


Bob  Matylewicz,  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada  email:  bp293@f reenet . carleton . ca 


"RE:  Manitoba 


Date:  Fri,  17  Jan  1997  06:44:50  -0800 

From:  Manitoba  Warrior  <cordelia@intergate.bc.ca> 

Sub j : Manitoba 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

From  the  Aboriginal  perspective,  the  criminal  justice  system  is  an  alien 
one,  imposed  by  the  dominant  white  society.  Wherever  they  turn  or  are 
shuttled  through  the  system,  aboriginal  offenders,  victims  or  witnesses 
encounter  a sea  of  white  faces.  Not  surprisingly,  they  regard  the 
system  as  deeply  insensitive  to  their  traditions  and  values.  Many  view 
it  as  extremely  racist.  (Law  Reform  Commission  of  Canada,  1991,  pg.  5) 

This  paper  will  attempt  to  examine  the  negative  impact  that  the 
Canadian  justice  system  has  had  on  Aboriginal  people.  There  will  be  much 
emphasis  placed  on  the  socialized  reaction  that  has  taken  place  towards 
the  police,  courts  and  corrections  among  many  Native  people  in 
Manitoba.  Through  the  continued  injustice  that  has  taken  place  in 
Winnipeg,  and  by  what  some  would  argue  is  an  approved,  concentrated  and 
systematic  abuse  of  Aboriginal  people  by  the  justice  system  in  Manitoba 
many  Aboriginal  people  have  become  socialized  into  an  "us"  and  "them" 
mentality. 

The  Police 

With  respect  to  law  enforcement,  here  again  Indigenous  people,  rather 
than  substantive  law  or  police  practices,  are  the  object  of  analysis. 
Perhaps  the  most  important  facet  of  the  relationship  between  Indigenous 
people  and  the  substantive  law  is  the  absence  of  recognition  of 
traditional  or  aboriginal  common  law.  The  law  itself  is  highly 
ethnocentric  as  are  the  sanctions  it  employs.  It  is,  therefore,  little 
wonder  that  the  law  enforcement  personnel  are  charged  with  the 
enforcement  of  inherently  discriminatory  laws  and  that  law  enforcement 
personnel  do,  in  fact,  enforce  the  law  in  discriminatory  ways. 

(Law  and  Order  For  Canadian  Indigenous  People,  Abstract,  pg.  xx) 

The  first  way  that  the  Canadian  Justice  System  fails  Aboriginal  people 
is  through  the  policing  system.  Efforts  to  change  the  discrimination 
within  law  enforcement  agencies  have  not  been  very  successful.  Much  of 
the  effort  to  correct  the  policing  system  has  involved  placing  more 
Aboriginal  people  within  the  law  enforcement  agencies.  Given  the  fact 
that  the  laws  that  they  are  charged  to  enforce  do  not  always  reflect 
traditional  native  values  of  harmony  and  healing,  it  would  be  more 
likely  that  the  Aboriginal  law  enforcer  would  change  with  the  system 
than  change  the  system.  The  officer  may  even  in  some  cases  take  on  the 
view  that  these  Aboriginal  offenders  reflect  a negative  image  of  native 
people  in  general  and  chose  to  be  harsher  than  other  non-Aboriginal 
officers.  This  may  not  always  be  the  case  as  many  native  officers  have 
played  an  important  role  in  maintaining  order  in  Native  communities. 


However  to  ignore  flaws  in  the  system  would  not  be  a full  examination  of 
this  issue. 

Although  racist  attitudes  are  not  always  easy  to  study  and  prove  within 
law  enforcement  agencies,  racism  is  increasingly  acknowledged.  Don 
Gilmour,  a contributing  editor  for  Saturday  Night  magazine,  printed  an 
article  in  the  December  1988  issue.  This  article  discussed  racism  and 
Constable  Robert  Cross,  the  officer  who  killed  native  leader  J.J. 

Harper.  "Harper  was  the  author  of  his  own  demise,"  said  an  officer  of 
the  Winnipeg  force."  The  natives  drink  and  they  get  in  trouble.  Blaming 
the  police  for  their  troubles  is  like  blaming  the  liquor  store  for  being 
open  late."  (Report  of  the  Aboriginal  Justice  Inquiry  of  Manitoba,  Vol. 

2,  Sec.  2,  pg.  95,  96) 

Winnipeg's  Police  Chief  at  the  time  of  the  J.J.  Harper  shooting  was 
Chief  Stephens  and  these  were  some  of  his  comments  to  the  inquiry.  "I  hear 
jokes  and  I don't  class  them  as  racial  jokes.  The  ones  I've  heard. 

They're  ethnic  jokes,  not  racial  jokes." 

Under  cross-examination  on  racism  within  his  department,  " I don't 
condone  racism  myself  and  I don't  condone  it  within  my  people.  If 
something  is  brought  to  my  attention,  "I  would  do  something  about  it...." 

Q.  [H]ave  you  disciplined  officers  or  cautioned  officers  in  that 
regard?  A."  No,  sir...." 

The  information  brought  out  here  surely  reflects  the  ignorance  on 
behalf  of  the  Winnipeg  Police  Chief  of  the  time.  Also  although 
Constable  Cross  later  denied  the  remarks,  my  experience  in  Winnipeg 
supports  the  argument  that  racism  runs  rampant  among  police  officers. 

It  will  take  much  more  than  Aboriginal  faces  in  blue  suits  to  instill 
in  Natives  a sense  of  confidence  in  the  law  enforcement  agencies.  There 
is  a history  of  abuse  that  will  not  be  resolved  by  more  involvement  in 
Canadian  Law  Enforcement  Agencies.  Aboriginal  people  must  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  enforce  laws  developed  by  Aboriginal  people  and  the  ways 
that  they  chose  to  do  this  should  be  respected.  This  can  only  be  done 
to  the  fullest  extent  with  the  implementation  of  Aboriginal  self 
government . 

The  Courts 

The  courts  have  also  failed  to  provide  justice  to  Aboriginal  people. 

In  1991  the  Aboriginal  population  in  Manitoba  was  only  11.8%  while  it's 
population  in  the  various  jails  ran  at  anywhere  from  40%  to  78%  (Report 
of  the  Aboriginal  Justice  Inquiry  of  Manitoba,  1991) . These  figures 
presented  are  a reflection  of  the  inequality  the  Aboriginal  people  face 
in  sentencing  when  they  come  before  the  courts.  If  one  took  these 
statistics  at  face  value,  one  would  have  to  argue  that  Aboriginal  people 
are  inherently  criminal  and  are  sentenced  accordingly. 

The  courts  continue  to  remove  Aboriginal  people  from  their  communities 
and  place  them  within  the  custody  of  correctional  institutions.  Not 
only  have  the  courts  played  a role  in  the  removal  of  Aboriginal 
offenders,  they  have  also  been  there  to  support  Social  Services  when  it 
has  come  to  take  Aboriginal  children  from  their  homes.  Whether  it  was 
through  the  residential  school  system  or  through  the  mass  adoptions  of 
children  to  the  states  or  the  continued  removal  of  Aboriginal  children 
by  social  services  ministries,  the  courts  have  always  been  there  to 
support  these  actions. 

Given  the  relative  poverty  of  Aboriginal  families,  the  European  values 
accenting  material  comforts  in  terms  of  purchasing  power,  and  the 
general  stereotyping  of  Aboriginal  people,  decisions  are  generally  based 
on  a negative  attitude  towards  our  families  as  an  appropriate  place  for 
children.  As  a result,  the  decision  is  far  too  often  made  to  apprehend 
the  Aboriginal  children,  place  them  in  non-Aboriginal  caretaker 
facility,  and  proceed  to  a permanent  custody  order  and  adoption.  These 
decisions  are  made  on  the  basis  of  the  caretakers'  financial  ability  to 
meet  the  child's  physical  needs  as  opposed  to  meeting  the  child's 
cultural,  emotional,  psychological  and  spiritual  needs.  These  actions 
exemplify  the  negative  effects  of  a colonial  mind-set  that  can  only  be 
reversed  by  placing  the  decision-making  on  these  issues  in  the  hands  of 
our  people.  (Liberating  Our  Children,  Liberating  Our  Nation,  1992,  pg.  63) 


Canadian  counts  are  no  place  to  decide  the  best  interests  of  Aboriginal 
people  and  they  are  no  better  equipped  to  meet  the  needs  of  Aboriginal 
offenders.  They  have  for  too  many  years  removed  our  people  from  our 
homes.  One  day  this  must  come  to  an  end. 

When  it  comes  to  being  there  for  Aboriginal  victims  there  is  a 
difference  in  actions  by  the  courts.  Aboriginal  people  have  been 
victimized  by  the  Canadian  Courts  since  their  inception.  From  the 
hanging  of  Louis  Reil  to  the  Conviction  of  Donald  Marshell,  the  Canadian 
courts  have  continued  to  victimize  the  victims  of  the  Canadian  Dustice 
System. 

In  the  fall  of  1994  Marilynn  Hrychuk,  a nineteen  year  old  Native  mother 
of  two  was  viciously  stabbed  and  murdered  before  my  eyes.  When  I was 
finally  able  to  beat  the  man  off,  she  was  less  than  an  hour  away  from 
taking  her  final  breath:  She  later  died  in  hospital  from  multiple  stab 
wounds.  It  took  over  a year  before  the  case  would  come  before  the 
courts  (R  vs.  Milton,  1995).  There  was  one  judge  and  twelve  jury 
members  who  would  hear  this  case,  none  of  which  were  Native.  Three 
witnesses  would  testify  before  the  court  that  they  had  seen  the  murder, 
and  that  the  man  accused  had  murdered  this  girl. 

It  came  out  over  the  course  of  the  trial  that  the  man  accused  had  been 
working  as  a police  informant  and  had  several  contradicting  stories  to 
tell  about  what  had  transpired  on  that  night.  After  all  the  evidence 
had  been  heard,  the  jury  brought  forward  its  decision.  The  verdict 
would  be  not  guilty.  The  fact  that  there  had  been  five  Native  males 
within  the  vicinity  was  viewed  by  the  jury  as  being  enough  of  a threat 
to  have  his  actions  considered  self  defence. 

This  case  is  just  one  example  of  racism  and  injustice  that  Aboriginal 
people  face  when  they  as  victims  come  before  the  courts.  Not  only  is 
the  murder  of  this  Native  girl  justified  by  the  courts,  the  family  is 
been  victimized  by  a system  that  places  no  value  on  the  life  of  their 
mother,  sister  or  daughter.  With  incidents  such  as  this,  one  can  not 
help  understanding  the  cynicism  many  Aboriginal  people  have  towards 
whether  the  Canadian  Courts  are  there  to  serve  or  inflict  justice  upon 
them. 

The  Correctional  Institution 

Prison  is  a place,  where  you  exchange  the  dignity  of  your  name,  for  the 
degradation  of  a number.  Prison  is  a place,  where  you  live  visit  to 
visit,  if  your  lucky  to  have  one.  Prison  is  a place,  where  you  learn 
the  counting  of  life.  You  count  the  years,  months,  weeks,  days,  hours, 
and  even  seconds.  Prison  is  a place,  where  you  pray  not  to  die.  Prison 
is  a place,  where  the  word  freedom,  can  bring  tears  of  remembrance  to 
the  meanest  of  cons,  thieves  and  killers.  Prison  is  a place,  where  you 
become  mentally  crippled,  because  responsibility  is  taken  away  from 
you.  Prison  is  a place,  where  you  can  hear  the  echo  of  family  and 
friends,  saying  " I told  you  so".  So  please  don't  come  to  prison,  for  a 
life  means  nothing  here;  Live. 

(A  Poem  sent  to  me  by  my  younger  brother  while  incarcerated  in  the 
winter  of  1996  at  Brandon  Regional  Correctional  Center,  Brandon, 

Manitoba,  Unknown  Author) 

The  correctional  institutions  in  Canada  house  the  results  of  the 
justice  systems  failure  in  providing  justice  to  Native  people.  The 
correctional  institutions  in  Canada  have  been  home  to  extremely  large 
numbers  of  Aboriginal  men  and  women.  Anywhere  from  40%  to  78%  of  jail 
population  is  aboriginal  in  1991(  Aboriginal  Dustice  Inquiry  Report  of 
Manitoba,  1991,  Vol.  1).  The  large  amount  of  Aboriginal  people  who  have 
gone  through  these  institutions  is  bound  to  have  an  effect  on  how  the 
community  views  the  justice  system.  Aboriginal  people  who  have  been 
affected  know  all  too  well  the  impact  of  this  form  of  justice.  Many  of 
these  institutions  are  far  away  from  their  communities  and  this  makes 
family  support  difficult  to  provide.  In  some  cases  when  the  support  is 
there  and  the  inmate  in  seen  to  be  doing  too  good,  they  (the  case 
management  officers)  ship  that  person  off  to  another  institution  to  turn 
him  or  her  into  the  inmate  they  wish  him  to  be  . The  institutionalizing 
policies  of  today  have  had  a profound  effect  on  Aboriginal  communities 


just  as  residential  school  policies  did  in  the  early  1900's. 

Alternatives  to  incarceration  and  fairness  in  the  system,  such  as 
determining  eligibility  for  parole  or  early  release,  is  also  lacking  for 
Aboriginal  people.  Without  a fair  and  just  system  of  corrections  that 
meets  the  needs  of  Aboriginal  communities,  respect  for  the  system  can 
not  be  expected  nor  is  it  forthcoming. 

The  Community 

The  Aboriginal  vision  of  justice  gives  to  the  interests  of  the 
collectivity  [sic],  its  overall  orientation  being  holistic  and 
integrative.  Thus  it  is  community  based,  stressing  mediation  and 
conciliation  while  seeking  an  acknowledgment  of  responsibility  from 
those  who  transgress  the  norms  of  their  society.  While  an  Aboriginal 
justice  system  would  pursue  the  larger  objective  of  reintegrating  the 
offender  back  into  society. (Law  Reform  Commission  of  Canada,  1991,  pg.  6) 

In  doing  this  research  assignment  involving  Aboriginal  people  and  the 
criminal  justice  system,  I could  not  ignore  my  biases  when  looking  into 
research  material  and  how  it  findings  impact  on  my  community.  As  a 
MicMac/metis  person  living  in  the  heart  of  Winnipeg's  North  End 
Aboriginal  community,  few  days  go  by  where  you  do  not  see  the  effects 
that  the  Canadian  criminal  justice  system  has  had  on  this  community.  In 
the  young  girl's  eyes  who  sells  her  body  behind  the  Northern  Hotel  you 
can  feel  the  rage  and  sense  of  powerlessness  she  feels.  Taken  by  the 
courts  from  her  family  and  placed  in  a foster  home  at  the  age  of  nine, 
she's  been  in  and  out  of  group  homes  and  detention  centers.  At 
fourteen,  her  life  consists  of  turning  tricks  and  getting  high. 

The  treatment  of  Aboriginal  people,  by  the  Canadian  Dustice  System, 
goes  against  the  values  that  Aboriginal  justice  systems  are  based  on. 
Harmony  and  interdependence  are  replaced  with  disharmony  and  government 
dependence.  The  over  representation  of  Aboriginal  people  in  the 
criminal  justice  system  is  bound  to  affect  the  community  in  how  it 
relates  to  the  system.  It  is  our  families,  past,  present  and  future 
that  have  and  will  be  taken  from  our  communities  and  damaged  by  the 
Canadian  Justice  System. 

Conclusion 

The  Governments  of  Canada  have,  through  the  use  of  its  laws,  law 
enforcement  agencies,  courts,  and  correctional  institution  continued  its 
paternalistic  policies  relating  to  Aboriginal  people.  There  have  been 
commissions,  task  forces  and  studies  into  Aboriginal  people  and  the 
Canadian  Justice  System.  These  study  groups  have  made  many 
recommendations,  mostly  encouraging  the  governments  to  increase 
Aboriginal  peoples  involvement  in  the  administration  of  Canadian 
justice.  This  strategy  could  help  in  making  the  system  run  smoother, 
but  if  the  aim  of  these  committees  is  truly  to  improve  justice  in  Canada 
there  should  be  more  encouragement  for  Aboriginal  self  government,  as  in 
the  Manitoba  Aboriginal  Justice  Inquiry.  Aboriginal  people  should  have 
the  right  to  have  autonomous  self  government,  with  the  power  to  create 
laws  and  legislation  that  meets  the  needs  of  Aboriginal  peoples. 

Also,  there  must  be  the  desire  amongst  native  communities  to  take  back 
control  of  the  administration  of  justice.  "Aboriginal  communities 
identified  by  the  legitimate  representatives  of  aboriginal  peoples  as 
being  willing  and  capable  should  have  the  authority  to  establish 
Aboriginal  justice  systems.  The  federal  and  provincial  governments 
should  enter  into  negotiations  to  transfer  that  authority  to  those 
Aboriginal  communities"  (Law  Reform  Commission  of  Canada,  1991,  pg.  95). 

There  is  also  a dependency  that  has  been  created  in  this  country  that 
must  be  broken.  The  governments  of  this  country  have  created  a 
dependency  by  taking  control  of  First  Nations  people.  In  law,  through 
law,  and  with  law  the  governments  of  Canada  have  tried  since  their 
inception,  to  assimilate  Aboriginal  people.  In  order  to  break  this 
socialized  dependency  on  the  governments  of  Canada  we  as  aboriginal 
people  must  take  back  the  control  over  how  their  communities  are 
shaped.  Without  Aboriginal  people  having  control  over  their  own  justice 
systems  and  the  ability  to  base  this  justice  on  Aboriginal  customs. 


mores  and  values,  the  ability  to  shape  our  communities  is  not 
possible.  If  this  does  not  take  place  there  will  continue  to  be  a 
Canadian  system  of  "Dust  Us"  and  Injustice  in  the  eyes  of  many 
Aboriginal  people  in  this  country. 

Paper  on  the  Canadian  Dustice  Systems  failure  in  providing  justice  in 
Manitoba.  Welcome  comments  on  accuracy  in  other  areas  of  the  world. 
Enjoy. 


"RE : Aberdeen  Hope"  

Date:  Sat,  18  Dan  1997  04:21:52  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : ABERDEEN  HOPE  for  ish's  friend  and  all  of  us 

UUCP  email 

FORWARDED  MESSAGE  

Date:  Sat,  18  Dan  1997  01:08:33  -0800 
From:  (Laura  X) 

Subject:  ABERDEEN  HOPE  for  ish's  friend  and  all  of  us 

Sally  not  only  lives  in  Aberdeen  she  knows  the  co-founder  of  the  National 
Coalition  against  Domestic  Violence,  Tillie  BlackBear  who  has  run  and  still 
may  run  the  shelter  on  the  Rosebud  reservation. 

To: 

Subject:  Native  American  women  and  white  women  and  Thanksgiving 

The  message  below  comes  via  Sally  Roesch  Wagner,  author  of  many  books 
about  Native  American  women  and  white  women  in  the  Dakotas  together, 
including  the  bio  of  Matilda  Doslyn  Gage,  the  most  radical  of  the  great 
triumvirate  of  herself,  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton,  and  Susan  B Anthony.  Many 
of  the  ideas  of  the  three  of  them  come  from  the  Iroquois  Women  in  NY  whom 
they  knew,  and  who  had  much  better  respected  positions  in  their  world  than 
white  women  did  in  theirs.  See  her  article  in  "On  The  Issues,"  Is  Equality 
Indigenous? 

Winter  1996 

Suggest  that  you  send  a large  envelope  stamped  with  2 stamps,  and  a dollar 
for  the  article,  to:  SkyCarrier  Press  po  box  2135,  Aberdeen,  SD  57402-2135. 
Super-suggest  that  folks  ask  for  her  book  and  article  list,  and  her 
performance  info  as  Matilda  Doslyn  Gage,  and  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton  and 
Dessie  Benton  Fremont.  Absolutely  riveting  and  delightfully  engaging  living 
history  from  a historian  of  great  consequence  and  humanity.  I have  seen  her 
perform  at  tiny  feminist  gatherings,  huge  conferences,  a small  park  in  the 
old  area  of  San  Dose,  Ca  and  she  had  her  own  day  at  the  Smithsonian 
Dangerous  Women  in  America  series  in  D.C. . 

My  dream  is  to  see  her  at  the  Womens  Right's  National  Historic  Park  in 
Seneca  Falls  where  she  has  done  Elizabeth  often.  (Elizabeth's  home  is  part 
of  that  park,  as  is  the  chapel  where  300  women  and  men  [including  their 
friend  Frederick  Douglass]  met  for  the  first  US  women's  rights  convention 
in  1848) 

++++++ 

Thanks  for  sending  me  info,  Laura.  Here's  a Thanksgiving  message  I just  got 
and  pass  on.  Sally  R.  Wagner. 

THANKSGIVING 

For  our  Mother  Earth 

Closing  Words  at  the  Sacred  Assembly 

(Given  in  Ottawa,  December  9,  1995  by  Elder  Ernest  Benedict,  Mohawk) 

Our  Mother  Earth  has  given  us  birth,  as  she  has  for  many  centuries. 

She  has  given  birth  to  all  animal  creatures  and  to  all  plants. 

For  this  we  are  constantly  giving  thanks. 

Other  people  have  come  across  the  water  and  sea. 


Our  Mother  on  Turtle  Island,  has  taken  them  into  her  home. 
She  has  treated  all  her  family  well. 


We  are  now  all  her  children. 

She  will  continue  to  be  the  Mother  of  all. 

You,  who  have  risen  up  in  other  lands,  have  decided  to  make  your  journey 
to  this,  our  Turtle  Island. 

You  may  have  endured  much  pain  in  those  other  lands. 

Your  journey  may  have  been  full  of  dangers  and  hardships. 

But  here  you  have  found  a place  four  yourselves,  and  we  have  moved  into 
small  places  to  make  room  for  you. 

Here  you  will  find  water  to  wash  the  bruises  from  your  feet. 

There  will  be  water  to  cool  your  face. 

There  will  be  water  to  quench  your  thirst. 

There  will  be  soft  furs  to  rest  upon. 

There  will  be  soft  doeskin  to  take  away  the  dust  that  has  obstructed 
your  eyes,  ears,  nose,  and  mouth. 

You  will  now  see  clearly,  the  friendship  and  love  of  those  who  are 
before  you. 

You  will  hear  voices  of  comfort. 

You  will  speak  without  fear  whatever  is  in  your  heart,  and  in  your 
nostrils  will  be  the  aroma  of  freedom. 

You  will  acknowledge  our  Mother,  the  Earth  as  your  adoptive  Mother,  for 
such  will  be  your  respectful  relationship. 

You  have  the  honour  of  giving  her  love  and  praise  and  gratitude. 

You  will  give  thanks  to  the  Creator  for  all  the  accomplishments  of 
Mother  Earth. 

The  treaties  between  our  nations  must  be  respected,  protected  and 
Honoured  under  the  breath  and  protection  of  the  Creator,  for  as  long  as 
the  sun  shines,  the  rivers  flow  and  the  grass  grows. 

This...  we  will  do  together  so  that  all  our  steps,  from  this  day  forth, 
will  become  the  path  of  Peace  for  our  future  generations. 

Onen . 


Laura  X 

National  Clearinghouse  on  Marital  and  Date  Rape 
Women's  History  Library 

S.F.  Women's  Centers  Date/Marital  Rape  Education  Project 
(510)  524-1582  Berkeley,  Ca. 
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— "RE:  Ward  Valley  Story"  

Date:  Tue,  14  lan  1997  01:35:04  EST 
From:  larry@salata . com 
Sub j : Ward  Valley  Story 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  Ward  Valley  Story 

A beautiful,  pristine  valley  in  California's  Eastern  Mojave  Desert 
Desert  Tortoise  - Coyote  - Yucca  Dust  20  miles  away  flows  the  Colorado 
River,  a sparkling  blue  ribbon  that  brings  life  to  the  desert  and 
drinking  water  to  millions  in  Southern  California,  Arizona  and  Mexico. 

Living  along  the  riverbanks  are  five  Native  American  Tribes  and  a 
several  small  towns.  Intimately  connected  to  and  inescapably  dependent 
upon  the  River,  these  neighboring  communities  struggle  to  make  ends 
meet.  Along  comes  US  Ecology,  a corporation  seeking  to  turn  a large 
profit  from  dumping  dangerous  radioactive  waste  in  the  most 
irresponsible  manner:  in  shallow  unlined  trenches  leaving  it  only  up  to 
time  for  the  waste  to  migrate  down  through  the  desert's  soil  and  rock. 


into  the  aquifer,  and  make  its  way  to  the  river  through  the  several 
potential  pathways.  US  Ecology  dangles  a few  jobs  and  promises  some 
money  to  the  nearby  reservations  and  cities.  They  know  that  their 
chances  of  building  the  dump  are  higher  in  a low-income  rural  area 
bordered  by  Indian  Reservations. 

Meanwhile,  Government  agencies  betray  the  public's  trust,  biased 
scientific  studies  claim  that  nothing  can  go  wrong,  the  nuclear  power 
industry  continues  to  create  more  of  the  dangerous  waste  while  lining 
politicians'  pockets,  and  a corporation  that  has  already  left 
behind-for  America's  future-  a trail  of  leaking  radioactive  waste  dumps 
can't  wait  to  build  California's  first  radioactive  waste  dump.  But  the 
Ward  Valley  Story  has  not  ended,  yet.. 

Activists,  Indian  Tribes  and  members  of  the  local  communities  have 
stalled  this  project  for  10  years.  You  are  needed  to  stop  this  dump, 
once  and  for  all. 

TAKE  ACTION  TO  SAVE  WARD  VALLEY 
WHERE  IS  WARD  VALLEY? 

Ward  Valley  is  located  18  miles  from  the  Colorado  River  west  of 
Needles,  CA  just  off  of  1-40.  California  Gov.  Pete  Wilson  and  the 
nuclear  power  industry  hope  to  bury  long-lived  and  deadly  radioactive 
waste  in  unlined  trenches  above  an  aquifer  connected  to  the  River  via 
five  potential  pathways. 

The  Colorado  River  provides  drinking  water  for  22  million  people  and 
irrigation  for  crops  shipped  worldwide.  Surrounded  by  8 designated 
Wilderness  areas.  Ward  Valley  is  critical  habitat  for  the  desert 
tortoise,  a 65-million-year-old  species  threatened  with  extinction. 

Ward  Valley  is  considered  sacred  to  the  area's  Native  Americans  and  the 
River  is  respected  as  the  very  center  of  creation.  The  Reservations  and 
communities  located  along  the  river  depend  on  unpolluted  water  for 
their  very  survival. 

WARD  VALLEY  IS  NOT  ABOUT  MEDICAL  WASTE 

Shirley  Ann  Dackson  - chair  of  the  U.S.  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission 
summed-up  the  issue  when  she  stated  that  progress  on  Low  Level 
Radioactive  Waste  (LLRW)  dumps  "...must  continue  in  order  for  nuclear 
power  to  remain  a part  of  this  country's  energy  mix."  In  other  words. 

Ward  Valley  is  for  waste  from  nuclear  power  plants,  not  hospitals. 
Proponents  of  the  dump  try  to  scare  the  public  into  thinking  that 
stopping  the  Ward  Valley  dump  threats  the  treatment  of  cancer  and  AIDS 
patients.  In  truth,  over  85%  of  the  waste  slated  for  Ward  Valley  would 
be  from  nuclear  power  plants.  According  to  the  California  Department  of 
Health  Services,  which  oversees  the  Ward  Valley  project,  medical  and 
academic  radioactive  waste  from  California  didn't  even  exceed  1%  of  the 
total  amount  of  waste  placed  in  nuclear  dumps  from  1990  through  1994. 
(Sources:  U.S.  Department  of  Energy,  Low-Level  Waste  Management 
Program,  1992) 

Most  of  the  waste  generated  by  hospitals  and  research  facilities  decays 
in  3-5  years  and  can  be  stored  at  the  site  of  generation,  a less 
expensive  option.  The  waste  generated  by  power  plants  is  misnamed 
"low-level"  and  includes  such  long-lived  and  toxic  substances  as 
plutonium-239,  which  remains  deadly  for  25,000  years! 

THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  US  ECOLOGY 

US  Ecology,  formerly  known  as  Nuclear  Engineering  Co.,  is  the 
corporation  licensed  to  build  the  dump.  This  corporation  stands  to 
profit  $millions  from  the  cheapest  most  irresponsible  method  of 
disposing  of  radioactive  waste. 

Due  to  financial  difficulties,  US  Ecology  desperately  needs  to  begin 
construction  of  the  Ward  Valley  dump.  According  to  a Dune  10,  1996 
Business  Week  article,  auditor  review  of  US  Ecology's  annual  report 
"raise  substantial  doubt  about  the  company's  ability  to  continue  as  a 
going  concern" . 

US  Ecology  has  a long  track  record  of  building  and  operating  leaking 
dumps.  In  each  case,  US  Ecology  promised  that  the  dumps  would  not  leak. 


Maxey  Flats,  KY-Closed  and  declared  a US  EPA  Superfund  site  --  one  of 
the  worst  environmental  disasters  in  the  country.  Sheffield,  IL-Closed: 
Illinois  sued  US  Ecology  after  radioactive  waste  migrated  off  site 
contaminating  a nearby  lake.  Beatty,  NV-Closed:  While  covering  up 
pertinent  information  that  this  30  year  old  dump  was  contaminating  the 
water  table  with  radioactive  waste,  US  and  CA  State  officials  continued 
to  approve  US  Ecology's  operating  license  for  Ward  Valley.  US  Ecology 
and  scientists  promised  that  the  Beatty  dump  would  not  leak  for 
thousands  of  years  - just  as  they  promise  at  Ward  Valley  which  has  an 
arid  terrain  and  climate  similar  to  Beatty. 

THE  TRANSPORTATION  ISSUE 

The  danger  of  transporting  radioactive  waste  across  thousands  of  miles 
of  road,  and  possibly  over  rail,  brings  the  threat  of  Ward  Valley  into 
everyone's  backyard.  Current  plans  are  to  ship  radioactive  waste  from 
California,  Arizona,  North  and  South  Dakota,  but  Ward  Valley  is  likely 
to  become  a national  repository. 

WHAT  ARE  THE  ALTERNATIVES? 

FIRST,  we  must  stop  producing  deadly  radioactive  waste!  Think  about 
it:  when  the  bathtub  overflows,  you  turn  off  the  faucet  before 
grabbing  a mop.  As  long  as  the  nuclear  industry  is  allowed  to  generate 
radioactive  waste,  there  will  be  a growing  string  of  these  deadly  dumps 
across  our  country.  SECOND,  we  must  conserve  energy  to  eliminate  the 
need  for  nuclear  power  plants  and  shift  to  development  and  promotion  of 
clean,  renewable  sources  of  energy.  THIRD,  US  Ecology's  method  of 
disposal  --  shallow  land  burial  in  unlined  dirt  trenches  --  must  be 
outlawed  as  it  has  been  in  most  developed  countries  and  in  most  other 
states.  In  California,  not  even  our  household  garbage  can  be  legally 
disposed  of  in  this  manner! 

The  alternative  to  dumping  waste  at  Ward  Valley  is  to  store  it  at  the 
site  of  generation  (on-site)  in  above-ground,  monitored,  retrievable 
storage  facilities.  This  alternative  holds  the  generators  responsible 
for  their  waste,  promotes  waste  reduction/elimination,  and  eliminates 
the  additional  creation  of  "nuclear  sacrifice  zones".  On-site 
facilities  also  eliminate  dangers  from  transportation  and  are  monitored 
and  retrievable  so  that  the  wastes  can  be  repackaged  when  containers 
leak. 

DON'T  BE  FOOLED. . . 

The  real  push  behind  Ward  Valley  is  to  allow  industry  to  transfer 
liability  for  the  waste  while  maintaining  a high  profit  margin.  It  is 
not  for  the  protection  of  the  health  and  safety  of  the  public.  Consider 
this:  never  in  the  construction  and  operation  of  these  facilities  does 
industry  complain  that  the  radioactive  material  is  too  dangerous  to 
store  and  handle.  It  is  only  when  the  material  becomes  "waste",  and  no 
longer  profitable,  that  it  becomes  something  too  dangerous  to  keep 
around . 

The  Ward  Valley  dump  becomes  the  responsibility  of  the  taxpayers  of 
California  in  just  30  years!  Ultimately,  the  burden  for  these  poisons 
will  fall  upon  the  environment,  the  people  who  live  nearby,  and  the 
California  taxpayer. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STUDY  (SEIS) 

Due  to  massive  public  uproar  against  the  dump,  the  Clinton 
Administration  has  called  for  a Supplemental  Environmental  Impact 
Study.  The  Dept,  of  Interior  (DOI)  states  that  these  studies  will  only 
"determine  the  conditions  for  transferring"  the  land  at  Ward  Valley.  We 
insist  that  no  transfer  should  happen  at  all! 

The  DOI  held  three  SEIS  Scoping  Workshops  at  which  hundreds  of  people 
testified  against  the  dump;  not  one  dump  proponent  spoke.  The  draft 
SEIS  is  expected  in  December.  In  the  meantime.  Sen.  Murkowski  (R-LA)  is 
trying  to  force  legislation  that  will  override  the  entire  SEIS  process 
and  all  existing  environmental  laws.  Please  make  those  phone  calls 
TODAY ! 


THE  LOWER  COLORADO  RIVER  NATIVE  NATIONS  ALLIANCE 

The  Lower  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  - Fort  Mojave, 
Chemehuevi,  Quechan  and  Cocopah  First  Nations,  and  Colorado  River 
Indian  Tribe  - are  strongly  opposed  to  the  dump  and  committed  to 
preventing  a radioactive  waste  facility  from  being  constructed  anywhere 
in  Ward  Valley. 

Since  October  1995,  the  Fort  Mojave  Tribe  has  supported  an  encampment 
that  serves  as  an  ongoing  presence  and  occupation  of  the  proposed  site 
and  an  outreach  office  in  Needles.  All  are  welcome  and  encouraged  to 
visit  the  campsite  and/or  volunteer  in  the  Save  Ward  Valley  office. 

IOIN  THE  GROWING  MOVEMENT  TO  SAVE  WARD  VALLEY! 

HERE  IS  WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO: 

1.  The  nuclear  industry  is  making  a last-ditch  effort  to  push  the  dump 
through  Congress.  Call  or  write  your  Senators,  Representatives  and 
President  Clinton.  Tell  them  to  do  everything  they  can  to  oppose  any 
bill  that  includes  the  Ward  Valley  land  transfer.  Please,  do  this 
today!  Every  call  and  letter  counts. 

Tell  Senators  Feinstein  and  Boxer  to  filibuster  and  do  whatever  they 
can  to  stop  the  Ward  Valley  dump: 

CA  SENATOR  DIANNE  FEINSTEIN 

U.S.  Senate,  Washington,  D.C.  20510 

Washington,  D.C.  202-224-3841 

Los  Angeles  310-914-7300 

e-mail : sen ator@fein stein . senate.gov 

CA  SENATOR  BARBARA  BOXER 
U.S.  Senate,  Washington,  D.C.  20510 
Washington,  D.C.  202-224-3553 
San  Francisco  415-403-0100 
email:  senator@boxer.senate.gov 

Tell  Rep  Lewis  to  actively  stop  the  dump  in  the  House: 

REPRESENTATIVE  3ERRY  LEWIS 

2112  Rayburn  House  Bldg,  Washington,  DC  20515 
Washington,  DC  202-225-5861 
San  Bernardino  909-792-5901 

Tell  Senators  Kyi  and  McCain  to  protect  Arizona  and 
oppose  Ward  Valley  legislation: 

AZ  SENATOR  ION  KYL 

702  Hart  Senate  Bldg,  Washington  DC,  20510 
Washington,  D.C.  202-224-4521 
Phoenix  602-840-1891 
email:  info@kyl.senate.gov 

AZ  SENATOR  30HN  McCAIN 

241  Russel  Sen  Conf  Bldg,,  Washington  DC  20510 
Washington,  D.C.  202-224-2235 
Phoenix  602-952-2410 

email : senator_mccain@mccain . senate.gov 

Tell  the  President  to  veto  Ward  Valley  legislation 
and  use  his  authority  to  stop  the  dump  NOW! 

PRESIDENT  BILL  CLINTON 
The  White  House,  Washington  DC  20500 
Washington,  D.C.  202-456-1111 
email:  president@whitehouse.gov 

2.  Write  a letter  to  the  editor  of  your  newspaper/show  a 
video  presentation  at  your  home/school/church  etc. 

3.  Doin  the  Emergency  Response  Network  to  respond 
immediately  if  the  dump  is  approved. 


4.  Get  involved  in  the  local  efforts  to  save  Ward  Valley. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Save  Ward  Valley  Office 

107  F Street,  Needles,  CA  92363 

(619)  326-6267  (619)  326-6268-fax 

savewardvalley@rippers . com 

www.rippers.com/swv/valley.htm 

Greenpeace 

568  Howard  Street,  Suite  300 
San  Francisco,  CA  94105 

San  Francisco:  415-512-9025  Los  Angeles:  310-287-2210 

Bay  Area  Nuclear  Waste  Coalition 
2670  Golden  Gate 
San  Francisco,  CA  94118 
415-752-8678 

>>>>>>>  get  involved-learn  the  truth-spread  the  truth<<<<<<< 

>>>  3USTICE  FOR  PELTIER-http : //www. unicorn . net/peltier/<<< 

"RE : Wild  Horses"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Ian  1997  11:30:20  -0800 

From:  Barbara  Johnson  <barbarajohnson@midco. net> 

Sub j : Wild  Horses 

UUCP  email 

There  was  a very  long  Associated  Press  article  on  the  op-ed  page  of  our 
local  paper  today  about  a multi-million  dollar  federal  program  created  to 
save  wild  horses  but  instead  is  channelling  them  by  the  thousands  to 
slaughterhouses  where  they  are  chopped  into  cuts  of  meat. 

The  article  reports  that  among  those  profiting  from  the  slaughter  are 
employees  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

The  program  was  intended  to  protect  and  manage  wild  horses  on  public 
lands,  where  they  compete  for  resources  with  grazing  cattle. 

The  article  reports  the  conclusion  of  an  Associate  Press  Investigation 
of  the  U.S.  Wild  Horse  and  Burro  Program  which  has  rounded  up  165,000 
animals  and  spent  $250  million  since  it  was  created  by  Congress. 

Using  freeze  brand  numbers  and  computerized  public  record,  the  AP 
apparently  traced  more  than  57  horses  that  have  been  sold  to  U.S.  and 
Canadian  slaughters  houses.  Eighty  per  cent  of  the  horses  were  less  than 
10  years  old  and  25  per  cent  were  less  than  5 years  old. 

The  horses  are  being  groced  in  slaughterhouses  and  being  sent  to  places 
like  Belgium  for  human  consumption. 

The  AP  also  matched  computer  records  of  horse  adoptions  allowed  under  the 
program  and  found  that  more  than  200  BLM  employees  have  adopted  more  than 
600  wild  horses  and  burros.  Some  of  the  BLM  employees  contacted  by  the  AP 
could  not  account  for  the  whereabouts  of  their  animals  and  others 
admitted  that  some  of  their  horses  were  sent  to  slaughterhouses. 

It  is  against  the  law  for  U.S.  government  employees  to  use  public  office 
for  private  gain. 

The  Associated  Press  quotes  Tom  Pogacnik,  director  of  the  BLM  $16  million 
a year  Wild  Horse  and  Burro  Program  as  conceding  that  about  90  per  cent 
of  the  horses  rounded  up.,  go  to  slaughter. 

Evidently  demand  for  horse  meat  is  up  in  Europe  because  of  fears  of  mad 
cow  disease.  According  to  the  AP  study..  France  and  Belgium  were  the 
largest  buyers,  but  sales  of  the  horse  products  were  also  made  to  buyers 
in  Japan,  Switzerland,  Italy,  Netherlands,  Mexico,  Canada,  Sweden,  New 
Zealand,  Austria  Russia,  Bahrain,  Argentina  and  China. 

This  story  appears  to  be  a "feature"  story  that  may  have  been  sent  out 
during  the  last  week  or  so.  It  was  written  by  Martha  Mendoza. 

Perhaps  your  local  papers  have  run  this  story  as  well.  It  was  quite 
interesting. 


Barbara 


Barbara  Johnson,  Ph.D. 

Dakota  Interconnect  Demonstration  Site 
barbarajohnson@midco. net 
Aberdeen,  South  Dakota 

"RE : Buffalo  Rescue  Newsletter"  

Date:  Fri,  17  Jan  97  12:44:51  -0600 
From:  "J.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

Sub j : Buffalo  Rescue  Newsletter  #1 

UUCP  email 

OK,  here  we  go.  This  is  the  first  "official"  Buffalo  Rescue  post. 

I thank  all  of  you  that  have  subscribed  and  are  interested  in  this  effort 
to  save  the  buffalo.  Here  is  an  excerpt  from  The  Fund  for  Animal  pages.  I 
recommend  that  you  go  there  and  read  the  whole  article: 

( http: //www. envirolink.org:80/arr s/fund/alert s/index. html) 

I search  for  the  latest  information,  but  can't  cover  it  all,  so  I am 
depending  on  those  of  you  that  want  to  help  stop  this  deplorable  act,  to 
search  with  me,  and  find  addresses  we  can  write  to  and  people  we  can 
contact  that  are  in  a position  to  stop  this  senseless  slaughter. 

Again  thank  you  for  your  interest  in  this  matter. 


SETTLEMENT  AGREEMENT  REACHED  IN  STATE  OF  MONTANA  V.  UNITED  STATES 
The  Fund  for  Animals  Position  Statement 
November  6,  1995 

In  early  November  1995,  the  State  of  Montana  entered  into  a settlement 
agreement  with  the  U.S.  Government  in  response  to  a lawsuit  filed  by  the 
State  in  January  over  the  management  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  (YNP) 
bison.  The  settlement  mandates  a revision  in  the  existing  interim  bison 
management  plan  to  permit,  among  other  things,  the  capture,  testing,  and 
killing  of  Yellowstone  bison  near  the  western  and  northern  borders  of  YNP. 

Specifically,  near  the  northern  boundary  of  YNP,  practically  all  bison, 
irrespective  of  sex  or  testing  results,  will  be  killed.  On  the  west  side, 
all  pregnant  bison,  regardless  of  test  results,  and  all  test  positive 
bison,  regardless  of  sex,  will  be  killed.  Test  negative,  non-pregnant 

bison  will  be  marked  and  released  and  will  not  be  killed  unless  they  roam 

onto  private  land.  The  settlement  also  sets  aside  three  public  land  areas 
outside  of  YNP  --  only  one  of  which  is  regularly  used  by  bison  --  on  which 

bison  will  not  be  tested,  captured,  or  killed. 

Bison  who  enter  private  land  will  be  shot  either  by  State  and  Federal 
officials  or,  as  authorized  by  the  State  Legislature  in  1994-95,  by  the 
landowner.  On  the  northern  border  of  YNP,  where  park  land  abuts  land  owned 
by  the  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant  (CUT),  the  capture  facility  will  be 
established  on  YNP  lands,  theoretically  eliminating  bison  use  of  CUT  lands. 

The  settlement  specifically  authorizes  these  actions  as  an  interim 
measure  only  until  an  environmental  impact  statement  (EIS)  on  the  long- 
-range  management  of  Yellowstone  bison  emigrating  into  Montana  is 
completed.  The  settlement  mandates  that  the  EIS,  which  has  been  under 
preparation  since  1989,  be  completed  by  July  1997. 

The  Fund  for  Animals  believes  that  the  settlement  agreement,  while 
preferred  over  a zero-tolerance  policy  which  had  been  advocated  by  the 
Montana  Department  of  Livestock,  does  not  establish  a bison  management 
framework  which  is  consistent  with  the  scientific  evidence  regarding  the 
potential  transmission  of  Brucella  abortus  from  bison  to  cattle  under 
natural  conditions.  As  a consequence,  hundreds  of  bison  will  be  killed 
with  little  to  no  scientific  evidence  to  justify  their  slaughter.  The  Fund 
for  Animals,  therefore,  opposes  the  settlement  agreement  in  principle, 
while  recognizing  that  the  alternatives  could  have  been  worse. 


Moreover,  in  regard  to  the  slaughter  of  bison  on  private  land.  The  Fund 
believes  that  those  who  reside  near  YNP  and  who  benefit  in  so  many  ways 
from  the  spectacular  scenery  and  wildlife  which  inhabit  the  area,  must 
recognize  that  wildlife  is  part  of  the  landscape,  must  assume  the  risks 
associated  with  wildlife,  and  must  accept  responsibility  for  tolerating 
wildlife  on  private  lands. 
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D.D.K.  Chipps 
"Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 
(Remember  Wounded  Knee) 
http : //www . eden . com/~jdkc 


RE:  Over  500  Marked  for  Death 


Date:  Fri,  17  lan  97  16:23:31  -0600 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

Sub j : Over  500  Marked  for  Death,  166  Shot  Already! 

UUCP  email 


Dust  got  off  of  the  phone  with  Animals  wildlife  biologist  D.  D.  Schubert 
(Fie  is  one  of  the  good  guys).  I called  him  and  he  returned  my  call  and 
talked  to  me  for  almost  an  hour  on  his  dime  and  his  time.  So  Dr  Schubert, 
I owe  you  one,  thanks. 

He  had  some  bad  news  though.  On  the  north  side  of  the  park  347  buffalo 
have  been  rounded  up  for  slaughter,  36  have  been  shot.  On  the  west  side 
of  the  park,  23  have  been  captured  and  130  shot.  So  all  total,  as  of  this 
morning  536  buffalo  have  either  been  killed,  or  are  going  to  be  killed  as 
a result  of  this  "charade"  that  APHIS,  and  the  USDA,  and  the  cattle 
industry  are  perpetrating. 

Last  year  USDA  was  granted  $40  million  dollars  for  their  research  into 
brucellosis.  This  was  primarily  done  on  domestic  livestock.  But  the  end 
is  in  sight  for  brucellosis  among  domestic  livestock,  so  USDA  has  to 
"branch  out"  in  their  campaign,  or  lose  their  funding.  And  that  is  what 
the  primary  impetus  is  behind  this  "brucellosis  scare",  that  has  prompted 
this  slaughter. 

That  along  with  the  fact  that  APHIS  has  threatened  to  pull  the 
"Brucellosis  Free  Certification"  from  the  states  that  don't  implement  an 
"active"  program  to  eradicate  brucellosis,  (translation=  kill  the  buffalo) 

Dr  Schubert  is  sending  me  "hard  core"  scientific  proof  that  brucellosis 
is  not  spread  by  buffalo  (bison)  except  under  laboratory  conditions  where 
the  cow  was  "massively  overdosed"  with  the  bacterium  and  kept  confined  in 
cramped  quarters  with  a buffalo. 

It's  a "stacked  deck"  from  the  get  go,  and  I will  keep  you  updated  as  I 
receive  information,  but  I wanted  to  let  you  know  that  over  500  buffalo 
have  been  destroyed,  or  will  be  destroyed  soon,  as  a result  of  this 
"farce" . 

Write,  call.  Fax,  e-mail  whoever  you  can  to  stop  this!  Dr  Schubert  has 
video  evidence  of  the  "horrors"  that  are  occurring  as  these  terrified 
animals  gore  each  other  and  calves  are  trampled  to  death  as  they  are  being 
herded  and  confined  in  small  pens. 

Help  stop  the  Slaughter  Now!  Please  !!! 


(\######/) 

\ ~ o / 

( A A) 
\*/ 


D.D.K.  Chipps 
"Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 
(Remember  Wounded  Knee) 
http : //www . eden . com/~jdkc 
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Why  Indigenous  Rights? 

By  Adelfo  Regino 

Procedural  Commission-National  Indigenous  Congress 

To  relate  the  injustices  committed  against  our  communities  and  our  peoples 
does  not  cause  us  pity  or  compassion,  but  pain  and  sorrow  because  it  is  our 
own  story. 

The  reality  of  our  communities,  the  integrity  and  effectiveness  of  our 
customs  and  radiations,  are  the  reasons  why  we  can  argue  to  continue  our 
legitimate  rights  which  are  not  recognized  by  the  laws  of  our  nation.  Once 
accomplished,  this,  in  the  best  of  cases  can  avoid  serious  interference  in 
the  life  of  our  communities  and  persuade  our  indigenous  authorities  to  apply 
a "norm"  from  our  own  culture.  Until  today,  there  has  not  been  a legal 
framework  which  recognizes  our  proceedings  and  our  own  way  of  life. 

For  the  authorities  of  the  State  the  only  "rights"  are  those  which  are 
discussed,  sanctioned,  and  publicized  by  the  State.  Our  rights,  even  when 
they  hold  an  obligatory  significance  and  they  are  effective  in  resolving 
conflicts  and  achieving  harmony  in  our  communities,  do  not  have  value  and 
cannot  be  applied  by  the  state.  They  argue  "authority  can  only  do  what  is 
permitted  by  law"  and  obviously  our  rights  do  not  exist  within  the  law. 

What  can  be  done  then  so  that  these  rights  have  value  and  can  be  fully 
applied? 

The  answer  is  simple:  convert  our  demands  and  grievances  -manifest  in 
indigenous  rights-into  legal  concepts  in  the  Constitution.  In  order  to  make 
these  proposal  concrete,  it  has  been  necessary  to  expose  and  create 
consensus  among  the  different  indigenous  peoples  the  contents  which  should 
be  inserted  into  the  Constitution.  This  task  has  been  given  impetus  by  the 
State,  through  the  national  consultations  of  indigenous  peoples  promoted 
concretely  by  the  legislative  power,  as  well  as  by  organizations,  communities 
and  peoples  who  make  up  the  indigenous  movement. 

The  work  developed  by  our  organizations,  communities  and  peoples  has 
generated  an  entire  process  which  becomes  accelerated  after  January  of  1994 
through  public  forums,  assemblies  and  congresses.  The  activity  of  creating 
consensus  was  configured  basically  after  listening  to  the  voice  of  the 
communities  and  putting  them  together  with  theoretical  elaborations  and 
international  instruments  which  already  contain  some  of  our  principal 
demands.  At  the  present 

time  we  have  gained  considerable  agreements  which  are  acceptable  to  us  all 
and  which  are  the  minimum  agreements  which  should  appear  in  the 
Constitution.  Our  diverse  realities  share  common  points  and  very  similar 
aspirations . 

In  this  way,  the  concepts  of  autonomy,  as  expressed  through 
self-determination,  territory  and  community,  remain  as  a triad  of  demands 
upon  which  should  sit  all  the  other  indigenous  rights.  Complementing  these 
were  the  rights  of  culture  and  indigenous  law,  the  latter  understood  as  the 
present  judicial  system  which  now  exists  in  each  of  our  communities,  all  of 
which  would  not  make  sense  if  the  first  three  did  not  exist.  This  explains 
why  the  existing  Article  4 of  the  Constitution,  which  has  some  cultural 
content,  was  rejected  as  an  effective  guardian  of  our  rights. 

We  present  some  theoretical  details  in  terms  of  our  concepts  of  community 
and  autonomy;  "There  are  fundamentally  two  ways  of  utilizing  the  concept  of 
community.  In  its  first  definition  it  refers  to  the  whole  of  citizens  who 
make  up  a country  [ . . . ] the  second  definition  is  that  which  refers  to  the 
whole  of  traits  which  characterize  a human  gathering  in  territorial, 
historic,  cultural,  ethnic,  terms  which  give  it  a sense  of  identity. 

(Rodolfo  Stavenhagen:  "Indigenous  rights;  some  conceptual  problems". 

Magazine  of  the  IIDH,  vol.15,  Costa  Rica,  1992,  p:138). 

To  some  extent,  legal  instruments  such  as  covenant  169  of  the  International 
Organization  of  Labor  [OIT]  say;  "Art . 1. b) . -To  the  indigenous  peoples  in 
independent  countries,  considered  indigenous  because  they  descend  from 
populations  which  inhabited  the  country  or  a geographical  region  belonging 
to  the  country  during  the  era  of  the  conquest  or  colonization  and  the 
establishment  of  the  actual  borders  of  the  present  states  and  which, no 
matter  their  legal  situation  still  preserve  all  their  appropriate  social, 
economic,  cultural  institutions  or  remnants  of  them." 


The  International  Pact  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights  and  the  International 
Pact  of  economic,  social  and  cultural  rights  also  say  in  their  Article  1: 

1. -A11  the  communities  have  the  right  to  free  determination.  In  virtue  of 
this  right  they  freely  establish  their  political  condition  and  provide 
therefore  for  their  social,  economic  and  cultural  development. 

2. -  In  order  to  achieve  their  ends,  all  the  communities  can  freely  dispose 
of  their  natural  wealth  and  resources,  without  jeopardy  from  the  obligations 
derived  from  international  economic  cooperation." 

Given  the  previous,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  autonomy  will  be  no 
more  concrete  than  the  one  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Mexico  are  freely 
choosing. . .the  right  to  self-determination  of  the  peoples. 

We  will  now  try  to  examine  why  the  demands  for  indigenous  autonomy  have  as 
their  base  the  recognition  of  the  community  as  a legal  public  entity  and  the 
possibility  of  association  of  the  communities  and  municipalities  which 
recognize  that  they  belong  to  an  indigenous  community  in  order  to  coordinate 
their  actions. 

The  community  is  the  most  concrete  and  general  expression  of  the  indigenous 
peoples.  Within  it  take  place  the  most  diverse  activities  to  fulfill  human 
needs  and  the  specificity  of  our  cultures.  If  we  seek  an  example  of  how  an 
indigenous  norm  is  applied,  of  how  it  is  expressed  in  the  relationship  with 
nature,  of  the  means  of  participation  as  a collective  member,  of  the 
conception  of  authority,  the  participation  of  the  elderly,  the  process  of 
creation  of  norms,  or  even  a document  of  collective  property  over  the  lands, 
we  must  necessarily  look  toward  a community. 

It  is  in  the  community  where  we  indigenous  have  a certain  level  of 
autonomy.  It  is  in  this  environment  where  we  elect  our  authorities  according 
to  our  own  procedures  and  without  the  intervention  of  political  parties.  We 
can  also  say  with  all  confidence  that  the  community  is  where,  according  to 
norms  and  procedures  the  conflicts  and  problems  which  occur  within  it  are 
resolved.  The  assembly  is  a collective  organism,  it  is  the  primordial 
authority  even  in  non-agrarian  issues.  The  responsibilities  and  tasks 
which  a member  of  the  collective  must  carry  out  have  reason  only  within  the 
context  of  the  community  and  for  its  own  ends.  In  this  way  the  community  is 
the  space  where  culture  is  created  and  re-created. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  indigenous  community,  in  its  actions,  is  not 
limited  to  consider  only  the  agrarian  aspects.  It  goes  beyond  and  covers 
those  broad  social  aspects  I have  just  described,  such  as  politics,  the 
meting  out  of  justice,  and  cultural  reproduction. 

That  is  why  it  is  necessary  to  recognize  in  the  Constitution  what  is 
already  a reality;  the  community  as  an  integral  collective,  and  not  just  its 
agrarian  aspect. 

Now  it  is  important  to  emphasize  that  the  entirety  of  communities  with  a 
common  origin  make  possible  the  construction  of  indigenous  communities  as 
collective  entities.  To  propose  our  reconstruction  as  peoples,  we  must 
necessarily  contemplate  the  question  of  municipalities  now  seated  in 
indigenous  territories.  The  municipal  entity,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past, 
was  imposed  ignoring  the  social,  cultural  and  geographic  reality  of 
indigenous  peoples.  The  municipality  as  an  institution  attempted  to  destroy 
it,  by  imposing  its  own  ways  of  organization  and  election  of  authorities. 

At  this  point  we  do  not  attempt  to  destroy  the  municipality  as  an 
institution,  but  to  adjust  it  to  indigenous  reality.  The  experience  of 

Oaxaca  has  shown  us  it  is  possible  to  make  compatible  indigenous  forms  of 

organization  within  the  municipal  entity,  and  with  the  general  system  of 
political  parties  We  do  not  attempt  to  exclude  one  or  the  other,  but  to 
make  them  compatible  and  fortify  the  municipality  even  more. 

The  task  of  reconstituting  our  indigenous  communities,  will  occur  within 
the  association  of  communities  and  municipalities  which  recognize  that  they 
belong  to  an  indigenous  people,  in  order  to  coordinate  the  common  actions  of 
so  many  peoples.  With  this  we  do  not  attack  the  structure  of  government  of 

the  Mexican  State.  We  also  do  not  attack  the  spirit  of  everyday  life  in  our 

communities . 

We  can  affirm  that  the  proposals  for  constitutional  reforms  which  we  are 
proposing  according  to  the  Agreements  of  San  Andres  (gathered  and  reflected 
by  the  COCOPA)  constitute  a response  to  the  recommendations  emitted  in  1987 
by  the  Special  Report  of  the  United  Nations  in  its  Study  of  the  Problems  of 


Discrimination  against  Indigenous  peoples  Vol.  V.  The  content  of  said 
proposals  can  be  synthesized  in  this  way: 

1.  We  present  our  demand  to  be  recognized  as  peoples  and  as  such,  the  right 
to  self-determination.  Nevertheless,  our  proposal  does  not  use  all  the 
strength  contained  in  those  concepts  in  international  instruments.  We 
accept  the  fact  that  we  belong  to  the  Mexican  State.  At  the  same  time  we 
demand  a new  relationship  with  the  state  with  our  peoples,  a need  which  each 
day  grows  more  urgent  in  these  times. 

2.  Autonomy  is  demanded  as  a means  by  which  we  can  freely  determine  our 
existence  within  the  Mexican  state;  as  a collective  right  to  be  different 
and  to  have  our  diversity  respected.  Similarly,  we  say  that  it  is  an 
indispensable  condition  for  enjoying  the  fundamental  rights  of  our  peoples 
and  determining  our  future. 

3.  We  take  into  account  the  reality  of  indigenous  peoples  so  that; 

A.  We  seek  recognition  of  the  community  as  a public  entity  with  a legal 

character . 

B.  We  propose  to  reinforce  the  municipality  as  an  institution  which  must 
be  adapted  in  a realistic  manner  to  the  particular  situation  of 
indigenous  peoples. 

C.  This  opens  the  possibility  that  municipalities  may  become  associated 
among  themselves  as  indigenous  communities  in  order  to  coordinate  their 
actions . 

4.  The  intent  of  all  reforms,  at  least  those  which  are  to  have  practical 
application,  in  other  words,  effective  ones;  make  no  sense  if  it  is  known 
beforehand  that  they  cannot  be  applied. 

5.  To  an  extent  the  recognition  of  indigenous  rights  becomes  a formal  way 
of  breaking  with  the  traditional  schemes  of  Western  culture,  it  does  not 
demand  individualistic  rights  or  norms  at  the  service  of  the  State.  It 
points  out  clearly  to  the  recognition  of  a legal  regime  which  reflects  the 
plurality  of  the  Mexican  State. 

Our  demands  have  been  repeated  individually  and  collectively.  It  is  a fact 
that  we  preserve  them  in  every  day  life  in  our  communities.  It  is  also  a 
fact  that  the  lack  of  respect  for  many  others  is  a constant  reality  in  many 
tribunals  and  before  certain  state  authorities.  To  continue  to  ignore  these 
rights  will  result  in  hundreds  of  jails  filled  with  indigenous  people  and 
will  continue  the  genocide  which  began  more  than  500  years  ago. 

Translation  by;  NCDM-USA 
ADDITIONAL  BACKGROUND  DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying  this  are  important  documents.  The  first  is  written  by  Adelfo 
Regino  of  the  National  Indigenous  Congress.  In  it  he  explains  the  rationale 
behind  the  agreements  of  San  Andres.  The  second  is  a an  overview  of  the 
contents  of  the  San  Andres  agreements  written  by  Davier  Elorriaga,  (a  former 
political  prisoner  accused  of  membership  in  the  EZLN  and  released  for  lack 
of  evidence  after  16  months  in  prison) . If  you  have  time  to  read  these 
documents,  it  will  become  apparent  to  all  of  you  that  indigenous  people  in 
Mexico,  because  of  their  political 

system,  their  culture,  and  their  relationship  to  the  land  are  an 
"abomination"  to  the  predominant  economic  policies  in  the  world  today. 

Their  very  existence  is  intolerable  to  an  economic  system  whose  driving 
force  are  exorbitant  profits.  The  third  document  is  a statement  of 
solidarity  which  is  to  go  to  the  EZLN  on  February  9th. 

Please  feel  free  to  disseminate,  summarize,  re-print  and  publicize  these 
documents  and  to  write  your  own  statement  of  solidarity  as  well. 
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Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 
Looking  Forward,  Looking  Back 
The  Royal  Proclamation 

The  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763  was  a defining  document  in  the 
relationship  between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  people  in  North 
America.  Issued  in  the  name  of  the  king,  the  proclamation  summarized 
the  rules  that  were  to  govern  British  dealings  with  Aboriginal  people, 
especially  in  relation  to  the  key  question  of  land. 

It  is  a complex  legal  document,  but  the  central  messages  of  the 
proclamation  are  clear  in  its  preamble.  Aboriginal  people  were  not  to 
be  Molested  or  disturbed  on  their  lands.  Transactions  involving 
Aboriginal  land  were  to  be  negotiated  properly  between  the  Crown  and 
Assemblies  of  Indians.  Aboriginal  lands  were  to  be  acquired  only  by 
fair  dealing:  treaty,  or  purchase  by  the  Crown.  The  proclamation 
portrays  Indian  nations  as  autonomous  political  entities,  living  under 
the  protection  of  the  Crown  but  retaining  their  own  internal  political 
authority.  It  walks  a fine  line  between  safeguarding  the  rights  of 
Aboriginal  peoples  and  establishing  a process  to  permit  British 
settlement.  It  finds  a balance  in  an  arrangement  allowing  Aboriginal  and 
non-Aboriginal  people  to  divide  and  share  sovereign  rights  to  the  lands 
that  are  now  Canada.. 

More  than  a hundred  years  later,  in  1867,  the  arrangement  we  know 
as  Confederation  would  also  allow  for  power  sharing  among  diverse 
peoples  and  governments.  But  the  first  confederal  bargain  was  with 
First  Peoples. 

Stage  3:  Respect  Gives  Way  to  Domination 

In  the  1800s,  the  relationship  between  Aboriginal  and  non- 
Aboriginal  people  began  to  tilt  on  its  foundation  of  rough  equality.  The 
number  of  settlers  was  swelling,  and  so  was  their  power.  As  they 
dominated  the  land,  so  they  came  to  dominate  its  original  inhabitants. 

They  gained  power  as  a result  of  four  changes  that  were  transforming 
the  country: 

1.  The  population  mix  was  shifting  to  favour  the  settlers. 

Immigration  continued  to  add  to  their  numbers,  while  disease  and 
poverty  continued  to  diminish  Aboriginal  nations.  By  1812, 
immigrants  outnumbered  Indigenous  people  in  Upper  Canada  by  a 
factor  of  ten  to  one. 

2.  The  fur  trade  was  dying,  and  with  it  the  old  economic  partnership 
between  traders  and  trappers.  The  new  economy  was  based  on  timber, 
minerals,  agriculture.  It  needed  land,  not  labour,  from  Aboriginal 
people,  who  began  to  be  seen  as  impediments  to  progress'  instead  of 
valued  partners. 

3.  Colonial  governments  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  no  longer 

needed  Aboriginal  nations  as  military  allies.  The  British  had  defeated 
all  competitors  north  of  the  49th  parallel.  South  of  it,  the  United  States 
had  fought  for  self-government  and  won.  The  continent  was  at  peace. 

4.  An  ideology  proclaiming  European  superiority  over  all  other 

peoples  of  the  earth  was  taking  hold.  It  provided  a rationale  for  policies 
of  domination  and  assimilation,  which  slowly  replaced  partnership  in 
the  North  American  colonies.  These  policies  increased  in  number  and 
bitter  effect  on  Aboriginal  people  over  many  years  and  several 
generations . 

Ironically,  the  transformation  from  respectful  coexistence  to 
domination  by  non-Aboriginal  laws  and  institutions  began  with  the 
main  instruments  of  the  partnership:  the  treaties  and  the  Royal 
Proclamation  of  1763.  These  documents  offered  Aboriginal  people 
not  only  peace  and  friendship,  respect  and  rough  equality,  but  also 
protection ' . 

Protection  was  the  leading  edge  of  domination.  At  first,  it  meant 
preservation  of  Aboriginal  lands  and  cultural  integrity  from 
encroachment  by  settlers.  Later,  it  meant  assistance',  a code  word 
implying  encouragement  to  stop  being  Aboriginal  and  merge  into  the 


settler  society. 

Protection  took  the  form  of  compulsory  education,  economic 
adjustment  programs,  social  and  political  control  by  federal  agents,  and 
much  more.  These  policies,  combined  with  missionary  efforts  to 
civilize  and  convert  Indigenous  people,  tore  wide  holes  in  Aboriginal 
cultures,  autonomy  and  feelings  of  self-worth. 

Policies  of  Domination  and  Assimilation 

No  Canadian  acquainted  with  the  policies  of  domination  and 
assimilation  wonders  why  Aboriginal  people  distrust  the  good 
intentions  of  non-Aboriginal  people  and  their  governments  today. 

Colonial  and  Canadian  governments  established  reserves  of  land  for 
Aboriginal  people  usually  of  inadequate  size  and  resources 
&quot;  with  or  without  treaty  agreements.  The  system  began  in  1637, 
with  a Jesuit  settlement  at  Sillery  in  New  France.  Reserves  were 
designed  to  protect  Aboriginal  people  and  preserve  their  ways,  but 
operated  instead  to  isolate  and  impoverish  them. 

In  1857,  the  Province  of  Canada  passed  an  act  to  Encourage  the 
Gradual  Civilization  of  the  Indian  Tribes.  It  provided  the  means  for 
Indians  of  good  character  (as  determined  by  a board  of  non- 
Aboriginal  examiners)  to  be  declared,  for  all  practical  purposes,  non- 
Indian.  As  non-Indians,  they  were  invited  to  join  Canadian  society, 
bringing  a portion  of  tribal  land  with  them.  Only  one  man,  Elias  Hill,  a 
Mohawk  from  the  Six  Nations,  is  known  to  have  accepted  the 
invitation . 

By  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  significant  numbers  of 
Metis  people  were  living  in  almost  all  parts  of  Canada.  Their  heritage 
of  Aboriginal,  French  and  British  cultures,  combined  with  their 
experience  as  intermediaries  between  the  factions  competing  for  trade 
and  territory,  resulted  in  their  emergence  as  distinct  peoples  with  their 
own  culture,  institutions  and  lifeways. 

But  British  and  Canadian  policy  toward  Metis  people  was 
dismissive.  They  were  not  Indians',  and  they  were  not  legitimate 
settlers.  The  usual  practice  was  to  declare  them  squatters'  and  edge 
them  off  the  land  they  were  farming  when  preferred  settlers  moved  in. 

Under  Louis  Riel,  the  Metis  of  the  Red  River  Valley  struggled  for 
their  own  land  and  government.  They  were  promised  both  in  the 
Manitoba  Act  of  1870,  but  those  promises  were  later  denied.  Many 
moved  further  west  and  north,  where  they  again  fought  for  land  and 
political  recognition.  In  the  spring  of  1885  their  forces  were  crushed 
at  Batoche  by  a military  expedition  sent  by  Ottawa.  The  people  were 
dispersed  again,  and  to  this  day,  their  claims  for  a secure  land  base  and 
their  own  forms  of  government  have  not  been  settled. 

Confederation,  declared  in  1867,  was  a new  partnership  between 
English  and  French  colonists  to  manage  lands  and  resources  north  of 
the  49th  parallel.  It  was  negotiated  without  reference  to  Aboriginal 
nations,  the  first  partners  of  both  the  French  and  the  English.  Indeed, 
newly  elected  Prime  Minister  John  A.  Macdonald  announced  that  it 
would  be  his  government's  goal  to  away  with  the  tribal 
system,  and  assimilate  the  Indian  people  in  all  respects  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Dominion.; 

The  British  North  America  Act,  young  Canada's  new  constitution, 
made  Indians,  and  Lands  reserved  for  the  Indians  a subject  for 
government  regulation,  like  mines  or  roads.  Parliament  took  on  the  job 
with  vigour,  passing  laws  to  replace  traditional  Aboriginal  governments 
with  band  councils  with  insignificant  powers,  taking  control  of  valuable 
resources  located  on  reserves,  taking  charge  of  reserve  finances, 
imposing  an  unfamiliar  system  of  land  tenure,  and  applying  non- 
Aboriginal  concepts  of  marriage  and  parenting. 

These  laws,  and  others,  were  codified  in  the  Indian  Acts  of  1876, 

1880,  1884  and  later.  The  Department  of  the  Interior  (later,  Indian 
Affairs)  sent  Indian  agents  to  every  region  to  see  that  the  laws  were 
obeyed . 

In  1884,  the  potlatch  ceremony,  central  to  the  cultures  of  west  coast 
Aboriginal  nations,  was  outlawed.  In  1885,  the  sun  dance,  central  to  the 


cultures  of  prairie  Aboriginal  nations , was  outlawed.  Participation  was 
a criminal  offence. 

In  1885,  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  instituted  a pass  system. 

No  outsider  could  come  onto  a reserve  to  do  business  with  an 
Aboriginal  resident  without  permission  from  the  Indian  agent.  In  many 
places,  the  directives  were  interpreted  to  mean  that  no  Aboriginal 
person  could  leave  the  reserve  without  permission  from  the  Indian 
agent.  Reserves  were  beginning  to  resemble  prisons. 

In  1849,  the  first  of  what  would  become  a network  of  residential 
schools  for  Aboriginal  children  was  opened  in  Alderville,  Ontario. 

Church  and  government  leaders  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
problem  (as  they  saw  it)  of  Aboriginal  independence  and  'savagery' 
could  be  solved  by  taking  children  from  their  families  at  an  early  age 
and  instilling  the  ways  of  the  dominant  society  during  eight  or  nine 
years  of  residential  schooling  far  from  home. 

Attendance  was  compulsory.  Aboriginal  languages,  customs  and 
habits  of  mind  were  suppressed.  The  bonds  between  many  hundreds  of 
Aboriginal  children  and  their  families  and  nations  were  bent  and 
broken,  with  disastrous  results. 

During  this  stage  in  the  changing  relationship,  Canadian  governments 
moved  Aboriginal  communities  from  one  place  to  another  at  will.  If 
Aboriginal  people  were  thought  to  have  too  little  food,  they  could  be 
relocated  where  game  was  more  plentiful  or  jobs  might  be  found.  If 
they  were  suffering  from  illness,  they  could  be  relocated  to  new 
communities  where  health  services,  sanitary  facilities  and  permanent 
housing  might  be  provided.  If  they  were  in  the  way  of  expanding 
agricultural  frontiers,  or  in  possession  of  land  needed  for  settlement, 
they  could  be  relocated  'for  their  own  protection'.  If  their  lands 
contained  minerals  to  be  mined,  forests  to  be  cut,  or  rivers  to  be 
dammed,  they  could  be  relocated  in  the  national  interest'. 

In  each  world  war,  more  than  3,000  registered  Indians  and 
unrecorded  numbers  of  Inuit,  Metis  and  non-status  Indian  people 
volunteered  for  the  Canadian  Armed  Forces.  Their  contributions  of 
life,  limb  and  money  were  appreciated  at  home,  and  most  of  the 
volunteers  found  acceptance  on  the  battlefield.  Hundreds  lost  their 
lives  there  or  were  wounded. 

Those  who  survived  asked  for  no  special  honours,  but  they  expected 
to  be  treated  as  other  war  veterans  were  on  their  return  to  Canada.  They 
were  not.  They  were  denied  many  of  the  benefits  awarded  to  other  vets. 
Land  was  taken  from  their  reserves  and  used  for  military  purposes'  or 
awarded  to  non-Aboriginal  veterans.  Those  left  alive  today  are  still 
seeking  recognition  for  their  part  in  the  war  effort  and  compensation 
for  their  later  losses. 

Treaties  were  still  the  chosen  means  of  managing  the  relationship. 

But  the  treaty  process  was  increasingly  strained  by  conflicting 
interpretations  of  their  purpose. 

The  purpose  of  the  treaties,  in  Aboriginal  eyes,  was  to  work  out  ways 
of  sharing  lands  and  resources  with  settlers,  without  any  loss  of  their 
own  independence.  But  the  representatives  of  the  Crown  had  come  to 
see  the  treaties  merely  as  a tool  for  clearing  Aboriginal  people  off 
desirable  land. 

To  induce  First  Nations  to  sign,  colonial  negotiators  continued  to 
assure  them  that  treaty  provisions  were  not  simply  agreed,  but 
guaranteed  to  them,  for  as  long  as  the  sun  shone  and  the  rivers  flowed. 

Stage  4:  Renewal  and  Renegotiation 

Policies  of  domination  and  assimilation  battered  Aboriginal 
institutions,  sometimes  to  the  point  of  collapse.  Poverty,  ill  health  and 
social  disorganization  grew  worse.  Aboriginal  people  struggled  for 
survival  as  individuals,  their  nationhood  erased  from  the  public  mind 
and  almost  forgotten  by  themselves. 

Resistance  to  assimilation  grew  weak,  but  it  never  died  away.  In  the 
fourth  stage  of  the  relationship,  it  caught  fire  and  began  to  grow  into  a 
political  movement.  One  stimulus  was  the  federal  government's  White 
Paper  on  Indian  policy,  issued  in  1969. 


The  White  Paper  proposed  to  abolish  the  Indian  Act  and  all  that 
remained  of  the  special  relationship  between  Aboriginal  people  and 
Canada,  offering  instead  what  it  termed  equality.  First  Nations  were 
nearly  unanimous  in  their  rejection.  They  saw  this  imposed  form  of 
'equality'  as  a coffin  for  their  collective  identities,  the  end  of  their 
existence  as  distinct  peoples.  Together  with  with  Inuit  and  Metis,  they 
began  realize  the  full  significance  of  their  survival  in  the  face  of 
sustained  efforts  to  assimilate  them.  They  began  to  see  their  struggle 
as  part  of  a worldwide  human  rights  movement  of  Indigenous  peoples. 

They  began  to  piece  together  the  legal  case  for  their  continuity  as 
peoples;  nations  within  Canada  and  to  speak  out  about  it. 

They  studied  their  history  and  found  evidence  confirming  that  they 
have  rights  arising  from  the  spirit  and  intent  of  their  treaties  and  the 
Royal  Proclamation  of  1763.  They  took  heart  from  decisions  of 
Canadian  courts,  most  since  1971,  affirming  their  special  relationship 
with  the  Crown  and  their  unique  interest  in  their  traditional  lands.  They 
set  about  beginning  to  rebuild  their  communities  and  their  nations  with 
new-found  purpose. 

The  strong  opposition  of  Aboriginal  people  to  the  White  Paper's 
invitation  to  join  mainstream  society  took  non-Aboriginal  people  by 
surprise.  The  question  of  who  Aboriginal  people  are  and  what  their 
place  is  in  Canada  became  central  to  national  debate. 

A dozen  years  of  intense  political  struggle  by  Aboriginal  people, 
including  appeals  to  the  Queen  and  the  British  Parliament,  produced  an 
historic  breakthrough . Existing  Aboriginal  and  treaty  rights  were 
recognized  in  the  Constitution  Act,  1982. 

This  set  the  stage  for  profound  change  in  the  relationship  among  the 
peoples  of  Canada,  a change  that  most  governments  have  nevertheless 
found  difficult  to  embrace. 


Internet:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

This  message  was  processed  by  NetXpress  from  Merlin  Systems  Inc. 


This  multi-part  series  will  be  presented  over  the  next  several  issues. 

My  thanks  to  Don  and  Paul  for  bringing  this  to  my  attention,  gary 
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THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  TRUST 
BACKGROUND 

The  American  Indian  Trust  is  a non  -profit  organisation  based  in  the  city 
of  Bristol  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  Trust  is  also  a grantee  of  Charities 
Aid  Foundation  - America  ( CAF-AMERICA)  and  therefore  eligible  for 
donations  and  aid  giving  in  the  United  States  under  the  501(C)(3) 
statute. 

The  Trust  has  a Native  Board  of  advisors  and  management,  from  many 
different  nations.  They  are: 

(1)  Dr  William  Moreau  Goins  - Lumbee  / Cherokee 

(2)  Lucy  Martin  - Northern  Cheyenne 

(3)  Ann  Medicine  - Oneida 

(4)  Sulian  Stone  Eagle  Herney  - Mi'kmaq 

(5)  CL  Henson  - Cherokee 

(6)  Carlisle  Antonio  - President  and  founder  - ( Northern  Cheyenne  ) 

(7)  Dr.  Hugo  Garcia  Valencia  - (Mexico) 

In  addition  we  have  the  assistance  of: 

Keith  Colston  ( Tuscarora  - Lumbee  ) 

John  Toineeta  ( Cherokee  ) 
loanne  Thomas  - ( Seneca  - Mohawk  ) 


Ernest  Grant  - ( Dine  - Cherokee  ) 

Lillian  Sparks  ( Lakota  ) 
lames  Gillen  - (NY) 

Ronald  Haynes  ( Mass) 

Objectives  and  Principles 

The  main  objectives  of  the  Trust  are  to  ; 

(1)  Provide  Native  American  education  and  information,  from  a Native 
perspective  to  educational  institutions  in  Europe,  Canada  and  the  United 
States . 

(2)  To  develop  educational  exchange  programs  with  tribal  colleges,  schools  and 
others,  with  host  institutions  in  Europe. 

(3)  To  create  an  international  employment  sector  for  Native  Americans,  through 
the  development  of  Native  arts  and  crafts,  music,  literature,  dance,  language 
and  to  provide  an  international  forum  in  Europe  for  Native  artists  / 
craftpersons  within  the  Native  community. 

(4)  To  develop  a World  Cultural  Museum  and  Cultural  Center  that  will  represent 
the  cultures  of  Asia,  Africa,  Australasia,  North  and  South  America  - from  an 
indigenous  perspective. 

FUNDING 

The  American  Indian  Trust  does  not  receive  any  governmental  support  and  relies 
heavily  on  fundraising,  corporate  and  individual  sponsors. 

STAFF 

Director  - Full  Time.  Unfunded  post.  Voluntary 
Volunteer  Support. 

PUBLICATION 

A quarterly  publication  called  ' Indian  Country  ' - Talking  Circles  . 

LINKS  SOUGHT/  ASSISTANCE  NEEDED 

Native  schools  / colleges  and  other  institutions  who  wish  to  establish 
networks  with  European  partners,  for  the  purposes  of  student  / staff 
exchanges,  educational  reference  and  sharing. 

Native  American  commercial  / private  enterprises,  wishing  to  advertise 
within  Indian  Country. 

Volunteer  support. 

Native  writers  for  Indian  Country  - submit  articles  via  e-mail,  snail  mail. 
Support  / assistance  from  Native  educators  wishing  to  develop  a Native 
curriculum. 

Much  needed  sponsorship  / funds,  help  in  kind,  donations  of  Native  videos, 
music,  art,  crafts,  anything  that  would  assist  the  Trust  in  providing  a 
Native  perspective  in  Europe. 

Please  contact  : The  Director  - E-Mail:  101537.113@compuserve.com 
Snail  Mail  : 66,  Gloucester  Road  , Bishopston,  Bristol  BS7  8BH. 

Tel  /Fax:  +44  (0)  117  942  -6437 

RIDE  ACROSS  THE  NATIONS  '98  * FOR  ALL  OUR  RELATIONS  * 

PURPOSE 

To  raise  funds  and  support  for  select  Native  American  non  - profit 
organisations  related  to  education,  and  preservation  of  culture  and  heritage. 

The  Ride: 

Riders  on  horseback  will  start  a journey  from  Eastern  Canada  into  the  United 
States  along  the  mid-  west,  plains,  southwestern  states,  central  regions 
culminating  in  New  York. 

This  is  still  in  the  planning  stage  and  we  need  assistance  to  develop  this  ride 
further . 

ASSISTANCE  NEEDED 

Volunteers  ; Riders;  Horses;  Transport; Funds;  Sponsors;  Specialists; 

Volunteers:  We  need  volunteers  to  assist  with  fundraising,  publicity 
drives, public  relations,  advertising,  organisation  of  food  and  shelter. 
HORSES:  We  need  horse  sponsors  to  loan  / assist  / manage  horses  for  the 
entirety  of  the  ride. 

RIDERS:  Volunteer  riders  needed  to  take  part  in  the  ride,  especially  Native 
peoples,  though  this  is  not  exclusive. 

TRANSPORTATION:  Trailers  for  horses.  Van  to  carry  a support  team.  + other 
transportation  as  deemed  necessary. 


FUNDS:  Funds  will  be  needed  to  pay  for  the  upkeep  of  the  horses,  gas, 
provisions,  accommodation  and  other  necessities. 

SPONSORS:  Needed  to  assist  with  funding,  publicity  materials,  film  and  video, 
transportation,  gas,  food,  clothing,  tents,  sleeping  bags,  horses  etc. 
SPECIALISTS  : Doctors,  wranglers,  vets,  public  relations  specialists, 
fundraisers,  cooks,  etc.. 

Please  help  us  make  this  ride  a success.  We  need  your  help  and  assistance.  If 
you  have  any  suggestions  comments,  advice  or  ideas,  please  get  in  touch 

a.s.a.p. 

We  can  be  contacted  at  : E-MAIL:  101537.113@compuserve.com 

Snail  Mail  : THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  TRUST  - 1,  Hampton  Court,  Hampton  Road, 

Redland,  Bristol  BS6  63N.  UK 

Voice  Mail  /Fax  : + 44  (0)  117  942  6437 

NB:  ANYTHING  YOU  CAN  DO  WILL  MAKE  A DIFFERENCE 
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Press  Release 

Natural  Native  Tobacco  Farm 

Tobacco,  used  to  make  smoke,  is  one  of  the  most  sacred  of  plants  for 
Native  people.  Lawrence  Shorty,  a Navajo  and  Choctaw,  has  dedicated  his 
life  to  bringing  Native  grown  tobaccos  back  to  American  Indian  people. 

Mr.  Shorty  has  been  supplying  his  family's  tobacco  to  American  Indian 
ceremonialists  since  1979  when  he  was  eight  years  old.  Mr.  Shorty's 
grandfather  asked  for  tobacco,  "nat'oh"  in  Navajo,  for  his  use  in  Native 
American  Church  ceremonies.  Since  then,  Mr.  Shorty  has  been  developing 
his  knowledge  about  the  use  and  growing  of  tobacco  with  guidance  from  his 
grandparents  and  other  Native  tobacco  people. 

The  result  is  Tionantati:  Native  Tobacco  People  Farm,  a 100%  owned  Native 
enterprise.  This  enterprise  has  made  available  a product  that  is 
specific  for  Native  uses.  Utilizing  no  federal,  state,  or  tribal  funds, 

Mr.  Shorty  established  Tionantati:  Native  Tobacco  People  Farm  to  grow 
tobacco  in  a sacred  way,  re-establishing  the  bonds  between  himself  and 
the  earth,  sky,  plants,  and  animals.  Traditional,  sacred  methods  are 
utilized  in  preparing  the  earth  and  the  seeds.  Tionantati:  Native 
Tobacco  People  Farm  raises  its  tobacco  on  family  land  and  produces 
different  species  that  are  indigenous  to  the  Americas. 

None  of  the  tobacco  raised  by  Tionantati:  Native  Tobacco  People  Farm  is 
used  in  the  production  of  commercial  products  like  cigarettes,  cigars, 
pipe  tobacco,  or  dip  tobacco.  Mr.  Shorty  asserts  that  Native  people  need 
to  provide  for  themselves,  especially  where  ceremonial  items  are  concerned. 

"Purification  and  working  with  a clear  mind  and  heart  are  essential  in 
asking  the  land  to  provide  for  people,"  Mr.  Shorty  says.  He  says  this 
is  keeping  with  the  Native  belief  that  if  you  do  things  in  a good  way, 
good  things  will  follow.  "If  careful  attention  is  not  established,  the 
result  will  not  be  as  good." 

For  correspondence: 

TIONANTATI:  NATIVE  TOBACCO  PEOPLE  FARM 
P.O.  BOX  40744 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NM  87106 

"RE : Student  Financial  Aid"  
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Sender > edinfo@inet.ed.gov 


Fnom>  pkickbus@inet.ed.gov  (Peter  Kickbush) 

Subject>  Student  Financial  Aid 

DO  YOU  KNOW  A STUDENT  PLANNING  TO  ATTEND  COLLEGE?  Chances  are 
good  he  or  she  is  also  seeking  financial  aid.  Several 
booklets  from  the  Department  of  Education  can  help: 

* "The  1997-1998  Student  Guide:  Financial  Aid  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education"  provides  information  about 
student  financial  assistance  for  the  1997-98  award  year. 

* "Funding  Your  Education  1997-98"  is  designed  for  high 
school  students  & others  considering  entering  a 

post  secondary  school  for  the  first  time. 

* "Looking  for  Student  Aid"  helps  find  sources  of  free 
information  about  student  aid  & scholarship  search 
services . 

* "Instructions  for  Completing  the  1996-97  Free  Application 
for  Federal  Student  Aid  (FAFSA)"  & "FAFSA  Express"  make 
the  paperless  financial  aid  application  a reality.  FAFSA 
Express  is  software  you  can  download  & transmit 
electronic  forms  to  the  Department  of  Education. 

Questions  on  FAFSA  can  be  addressed  FAFSA_ADMIN@ed.gov  or 
FAFSA  Express  Customer  Service  Line  at  1- (800) -801-0576 . 

These  booklets  tell  *who  to  call*  to  learn  more  student 
financial  aid.  They  also  offer  suggestions  on  how  to... 

choose  a college  or  university. 

AAA AAA 


receive  federal  grants,  loans,  & work-study  funds. 

AAA AAA A 


apply  to  a college,  & when  (the  deadline) . 

AAA  AA 


These  booklets  (&  more)  are  available  on  the  Office  of 
Post  secondary  Education's  homepage: 

http://www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/ 

Free  paper  copies  can  be  ordered  by  calling  1-800-4-FED-AID. 
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December  1,  1996 
QUESTIONS  OF  LIFE 
by: 

Larry  Kibby,  Wiyot(Weott)  Nation,  California 
Grandfather, 

I stand  before  you  in  a sacred  manner. 

For  I seek  answers  in  a ceremonial  way. 

To  you  I ask  to  forgive  me  in  my  quest. 

For  I am  without  understanding. 

In  these  modern  times  I know  confusion. 


And  to  you  I turn  for  the 
Questions  of  life? 


Grandfather, 

My  heart  is  sad  and  full  of  grief. 

While  in  a museum  I saw  my  ancestors. 

Here  they  are  called  bones  and  remains. 

Yet  I know  them  as  my  relatives. 

They  are  small,  they  are  big. 

Men,  Women  and  children. 

And  I do  not  understand  why  they  are  here. 

And  to  you  I turn  for  the 
Questions  of  life? 

Grandfather, 

My  people  they  are  called  prehistoric. 

Indigenous,  aboriginal  and  yet  they  are  my  ancestors. 

These  non-Indians  claim  my  people  as  their  property. 

Because  they  were  found  on  public  lands. 

They  say  they  have  scientific  value  of  importance. 

And  yet  they  were  found  in  traditional  burial  grounds. 

And  to  you  I turn  for  the 
Question  of  life? 

Grandfather, 

I looked  into  a life  and  saw  the  death  of  my  people. 

Evidence  of  a crushed  skull,  or  a bullet  hole. 

Scars  of  an  ugly  death,  by  a proud  American. 

And  the  history  of  my  people  is  told  in  lies. 

To  cover  up  the  reason  why. 

I try  to  repatriate  my  ancestors. 

Take  them  home  where  they  belong. 

And  I am  met  with  challenges, 

>From  a people  whose  heart  does  not  understand. 

Who  can  not  feel  the  grief  or  hear  the  screams  and 
Cries  of  my  people  coming  from  the  common  graves. 

The  huge  fire  pits,  the  endless  tortures,  beatings. 

And  murder  of  my  people  as  they  struggled  in  vain. 

Who  only  wanted  to  be  left  alone  in  their  home. 

And  to  you  I turn  for  the 
Questions  of  life  and  death? 

Grandfather  hear  my  words. 

For  they  are  of  life. 
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A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  January  26- February  1 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

26 

I am  the  wild  spirit  that  greets  the  dawning  of  this  day. 

27 

I see  the  thread  of  mana  which  passes  from  me  to  all  those  I hold  dear  -- 
we  are  family  --  we  are  ohana. 

28 

If  I feel  hunger  or  thirst,  the  land  will  provide;  if  my  spirit  is  troubled, 
the  wind  and  the  sea  will  comfort  me;  if  I am  afraid,  Pele  will  protect  me. 


29 

Each  morning  is  a celebration  of  beginnings. 

30 

The  stars,  na  hoku,  guide  me  at  night  --  they  show  me  the  way  to  my  destiny. 

31 

The  will  of  my  ancestral  spirit,  my  'aumakua,  speaks  in  all  that  I say  or  do. 

PEPELUALI 

(February) 

(Kau-lua) 

February  was  the  time  when  the  anae,  the  mullet,  spawned. 

1 

If  you  want  to  see  the  stars,  you  have  to  look  up! 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  23  January  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Fri,  17  Jan  1997  08:48:46  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : (FWD)  AZ  Pow  Wow 

Original  Sender:  University  of  Arizona  AISES  Chapter  <aises@engr. 
arizona . edu> 

The  University  of  Arizona  Tribal  People  United  presents  the  fourth  annual 

Wildcat  Pow  Wow 
Tucson,  AZ 
February  22-23  1997 

Headstaff : 

Master  of  ceremonies:  Arnold  Chee,  Steamboat,  AZ 
Arena  director:  Jim  Red  Eagle,  Costa  Mesa,  CA 
Head  Director: 

Head  Gourd  Dancer:  Ernest  H.  Begay,  Rock  Point,  AZ 
Head  Man  Dancer:  Steve  Street,  Tama,  Iowa 
Head  Woman  Dancer:  Lynn  Roanhorse,  Dulce,  NM 
Host  Drums: 

Canadian  Host  Drum:  Fly  In  Eagle  Cutknife,  Saskatchewan 
United  States  Host  Drums:  White  Ridge  Juniors,  Lukachukai,  AZ 
Southern  Host  Drums:  Yellow  Jacket,  Ignacio,  CO 
Invited  Drum:  Star  Blanet  Juniors,  Balcarres,  CA 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For  more  information  call  Geneva  A.  Johnson  or  Antoinette  Davis  at 
(520)  621-7989  or  (520)  621-621-3835.  Arts  and  craft  table  available  for 
$75,  $25  late  fee  after  Feb.  04,  1997.  Please  contact  Natalie  Saldana  at 
(520)  621-3835  for  more  information.  TPU  and  the  University  of  Arizona  are 
not  responsible  for  accidents,  thefts,  injury,  and  travel  expenses. 

Dancers  and  singers  please  provide  your  own  chairs.  Schedule  is  subject  to 
change.  Alcohol  and  drugs  will  not  be  tolerated.  All  dancers  and  drummers 
are  welcome  to  attend. 


Date:  Mon,  20  Jan  1997  08:33:18  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 
Sub j : NSU  Powwow,  Tahlequah,  OK 


BENEFIT  POW-WOW 


Northeastern  State  U. 

Native  American  Student  Assoc. 
Tahlequah  Community  Bid.,  Tahlequah,  OK 
Saturday,  February  1,  1997 

HEAD  STAFF: 


Lead  Singer: 

MC: 

Head  Man: 

Head  Lady: 

Arena  Director: 

Gourd  Dance: 


Mike  Gahwhega 
Kelly  Anquoe 
RedCloud  Anquoe 
Tesa  Good  Eagle 
Steve  Campbell 
Neil  Lawhead 
TBA 


Ponca  City,  OK 
Tahlequah,  OK 
Tulsa,  OK 
Hominy,  OK 
Tahlequah,  OK 
Kansas  City,  MO 


SCHEDULE 

l-5pm  Gourd  Dancing  Cake  Walk 

5-7pm  Supper  Break  Raffles 

7:00pm  Grand  Entry  Fifty-Fifty 

12:00  Close  Games 

There  is  limited  booth  space  for  arts/crafts 
Please  apply  by  Ian.  15,  1997 
Contact  Charles  Sisk  (918)456-5511  ext.  6886 

For  more  info,  please  contact:  Gary  Martine  (918)456-5511  ext.  7642 

Harvey  Johnson  (918)456-5233 
N.A.S.A.  is  not  responsible  for  thefts  or  accidents. 

No  Alcohol  or  Drugs  allowed. 


Date:  Fri,  17  Han  1997  12:13:50  -0800 
From:  John  Berry  <berryj@OKWAY.OKSTATE . EDU> 
Sub j : Native  Circle  Pow-Wow,  Stillwater,  OK 


NATIVE  CIRCLE  POWWOW 
3an.  25  & 26,  1997 
Payne  County  Expo  Center 


Stillwater,  OK 

HEAD  STAFF: 

MC: 

Dean  Whitebreast 

Tama,  IA 

Russel  Standingrock 

Rocky  Boy,  MT 

Head  Man: 

John  "Ponch"  Brady 

Newtown,  ND 

Head  Lady: 

Jackie  Whitebuffalo 

Anadarko,  OK 

Host  Gourd: 

Red  Rock  Creek 

Red  Rock,  OK 

Co-Host : 

Broken  Arrow  Indian 

Club 

AC: 

Ralph  Haymond 

Pawnee,  OK 

Joe  Lafferty 

Shakopee,  MN 

Host  Drums: 

Eyabay 

Red  Lake,  MN 

Rosehill 

Pawnee,  OK 

Invited  Drums: 

Blackstone 

Sweetgrass,  Sask,  Canada 

Eagle  Feather 

Tama,  IA 

The  Boyz 

Minneapolis,  MN 

Cozad 

Hominy,  OK 

Southern  Thunder 

Pawnee,  OK 

Categories : 

Mens  Traditional 

Womens  Buckskin 

Straight 

Cloth 

Fancy 

Fancy  Shawl 

Grass 

Jingle 

Juniors  (7- 

17) 

Boys 

Girls 

Traditional /Straight 

Buckskin/Cloth 

Fancy/Grass 

Fancy  Shawl/Jingl 

PRIZE  MONEY 

ADULTS  3UNIORS 

1st  $1,000.00  + Jacket  $300.00  + Jacket 

2nd  $ 700.00  $200.00 


3rd  $ 400.00 

4th  $ 200.00 


$100.00 
$ 50.00 


**  Tiny  Tots  paid  daily 
--TINY  TOTS  GIRLS  SPECIAL  CONTEST- - 
IN  HONOR  OF  CHEYENNE  DAE  GWIN 
0-6  1st  $200.00;  2nd  $150.00;  3rd  $100.00;  4th  $50.00 
***Grand  Entry  & Points  begin  Saturday,  3an.  25  at  1:00pm 
**  Registration  Fee  $5.00 

**  Protest  Fee  $100.00 

For  more  information  contact:  Rebecca  Gwin  (918)762-3859 

Lori  Phoenix  (619)443-6612 

Dune  Hamilton  (918)762-2193 

Arts  & Crafts  contact:  Austin  Realrider  (918)762-2722 

(918)762-2733 

*Grand  Entries:  Saturday  1:00  & 7:00  pm 
Sunday  1:00pm 

*Gourd  Dancing:  Saturday  & Sunday  11:00am  - 12:30pm 

Not  Responsible  for  accidents  or  theft. 

Host  Hotels:  Best  Western  (405)377-7010 
Days  Inn  (405)743-2570 
Motel  6 (405)624-0433 

Holiday  Inn  (405)372-0800 


Date:  Wed,  15  Dan  1997  15:38:36  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Chris  Caskey  Russell  <caskey@darkwing. uoregon . edu> 

Sub j : NA  Conf.  at  UofO 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

Hello  everyone,  Caskey  here--I  thought  I'd  mention  an  upcoming  conference 
on  Native  American  Literature  we  are  having  here  at  the  Univ.  of  Oregon. 
The  Conference  runs  from  May  15th  thru  the  17th. 

Our  keynote  speakers  include: 

N.  Scott  Momaday,  Leslie  M.  Silko,  Arnold  Krupat,  Gerald 
Vizenor,  and  we've  received  a tentative  "yes"  from  Dames  Welch. 

Many  others  (Dames  Ruppert,  for  instance)  will  be  presenting  as  well. 

Quite  a group.  We  are  accepting  abstracts  (not  over  2 pages,  typed 
double  spaced,)  through  the  25th  of  Danuary- -although  that 
deadline  is  not  set  in  stone.  Mail  abstracts  to: 

Call  For  Papers 
Oregon  Humanities  Center 
5211  University  of  Oregon 
Eugene,  OR  97403-5211 

Of  course,  include  name,  institution,  address,  phone/email  numbers  and 
all  that  with  the  abstracts.  I know  I've  forgotten  something,  so  for  more 
info,  contact  our  website  at 

http: //darkwing. uoregon . edu~slarson 
or  call  Sid  Larson  at:  541-346-1311 

or  feel  free  to  email  me  at:  caskey@darkwing.uoregon.edu 
thanks, 

Caskey 

University  of  Oregon 


Date:  Mon,  20  Dan  1997  14:23:05  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Rio  Lara-Bellon  <larabell@coopext . cahe .wsu . edu> 

Sub j : Rare  Plant  Conferences 

Mailing  List:  EIRP  <EIRP%WSUVM1. BITNET@cmsa . Berkeley. EDU> 

The  following  meeting  information  was  taken  from  newsletters  of  Native 
Plant  Societies  of  Oregon  & Montana  : 

IDAHO  RARE  PLANT  CONFERENCE  - The  13th  annual  Idaho  Rare  Plant  Conference 
will  be  held  in  Boise  February  11-12,  8:30  a.m.  to  5 p.m.  at  the  Idaho 
Power  Companies  corporate  headquarters.  Registration  is  $12  prior  to 


February  1 and  $17  thereafter.  For  registration  information,  contact 
conference  chair  Nancy  Cole  (208)  388-2351  or  write  Idaho  Native  Plant 
Society,  P.0.  Box  9451,  Boise,  ID  83707. 

MONTANA  RARE  PLANT  CONFERENCE  - Scheduled  to  take  place  in  April  1997  in 
Missoula.  Specific  dates,  speakers,  and  location  will  be  announced.  No 
contact  information  was  listed;  Linda  Iverson  of  Big  Timber,  932-5840,  is 
the  MNPS  President. 

OREGON  RARE  PLANT  CONFERENCE  - Will  be  held  March  7-8  in  Bend,  Oregon  at 
Central  Oregon  Community  College.  Registration  is  $15  by  mail  or  at  the 
door.  To  register  by  mail  by  February  21:  Stu  Garrett,  21663  Paloma  Dr., 
Bend  OR  97701.  Questions?  Call  Stu  Garrett  evenings  541-389-6981  or  Lisa 
Croft  days  541-416-6571 

WYOMING  RARE  PLANT  WORKSHOP  - The  4th  Wyoming  Interagency  Rare  Plant 
Information  Workshop  is  scheduled  for  March  4-5  at  the  Holiday  Inn  at 
Riverton.  Sponsored  by  the  Wyoming  Rare  Plant  Technical  Committee  it  is 
open  to  anyone  interested  in  the  states  rare  flora.  For  additional 
information  contact  Walt  Fertig  (307)  745-5026. 


Date:  Thu,  16  Ian  1997  15:20:15  -0800 
From:  "M.  Sinclair"  <sinclair@TRACKNET.COM> 

Sub j : Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 
Mailing  List:  NAT-WORK  <NAT-WORK@VMl . CC . UAKRON . EDU> 

Canadian  Conference:  "Calling  People  Together:  Beyond  the  RCAP 
Report" 

This  three-day  conference  will  explore  the  implications  of  the  report  by 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples,  particularly  at  the  community 
level.  The  conference  is  premised  on  the  belief  that  the  most  important 
implications  of  the  report  will  be  manifest  in  the  actual  effect  they  have 
on  people's  lives.  Issues  to  be  examined:  the  implications  of  the  report 
for  aboriginal  peoples;  the  building  of  responsible,  respectful 
relationships  between  aboriginal  peoples  and  other  people  in  Canada;  and 
the  future  of  aboriginal  governance  in  Canada. 

Presenters  include  Hereditary  Chiefs  and  other  aboriginal  leaders, 
academics,  and  lawyers.  Conference  participants  will  be  urged  to  reach 
consensus  about  some  of  the  key  implications  of  the  report. 

The  conference  is  co-sponsored  by  the  First  Nations  Summit,  Department  of 
Canadian  Heritage,  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  B.C.  Ministry  of 
Aboriginal  Affairs. 

Further  information:  vemery@uvcs.uvic.ca 
Phone:  (250)  721-8703 


Please  accept  apologies  if  this  was  accidentally  posted  to  an 
inappropriate  list.  Thanks  in  advance. 


From  News  From  Indian  Country: 


Ian  23-26  Discover  Native  America  '97,  Vinoy  Park 

St.  Petersburg,  FL 

Info:  800-683-7800  Ext  1467 


Ian  24-26  Winter  Benefit,  Montgomery  County  Fair  Grounds, 

Dayton,  OH 

Info:  513-275-9500 


Ian  30-Feb  2 Seminole,  Pow-Wow  Grounds,  Immokalee,  FL 
Info:  941-657-3400  800-685-7800 


Feb  1 

Mason  School,  Mason 

Middle  School, 

Tacoma,  WA 

Info: 

206-596-1139 

Feb  1-2 

3rd  Iron  Eyes  Cody, 

Two 

Bunch  Palms 

Trail,  Desert 

Info: 

Hot  Springs,  CA 
619-251-1677 

Feb  1-2 

World  Championship 
Phoenix,  AZ 

Hoop 

Dance,  The 

Heard  Museum 

Info: 

602-252-6640 

Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Mary  C.  Knockwood,  Robert  Matylewicz(Urgent  Appeal),  Laura  X via  Ishgooda, 

D.  Donovan,  Paul  Antone  via  Don  Rayment,  Barbara  lohnson,  lohn  Berry, 

Dave  Chief  via  Elaine  Flattery,  Larry  Kibby,  lanet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders, 
Carlisle  Antonio(Appeal) , Lawrence  Shorty,  Peter  Kickbush  via  Chris  Milda, 
lane  Scharf,  loe  Don  Chipps,  Larry  Innes  via  Gary  Trujillo,  Bernadette  Chato 


Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE- L or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 


Date:  Thu,  23  lanuary  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  lanet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Fri,  17  lan  1997  13:48:34  -0700 

From:  cmilda@goodnet.com  (Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)) 

Sub j : congratulations  reception  and  farewell  (U  of  Arizona,  29  lan.) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  a 
congratulations  reception  for 
Glenn  lohnson  (Director  of  AIGC) 
and  farewell  to 
Chris  Milda  (Student  Rep) 
to  the  National  Indian  Education 
Association  Board  of  Directors 
WHEN:  Wed.,  lanuary  29,  1997 

3:30  pm  - 5:00  pm 
WHERE:  American  Indian 

Graduate  Center  (AIGC) 

1610  E.  7th  Street 
University  of  Arizona 
Tucson,  Arizona 

Questions  ? Call  American  Indian  Studies  at 
621-7108 

http : //w3 . arizona . edu/~aisp/aigc . htm 


Date:  Fri,  17  lan  1997  10:09:09  -0500 
From:  carmel@glen-net . ca  (Carmel  Vivier) 

Sub j : Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples  Conference  (Montreal) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  < NATIVE  - L@LISTSERV. TAMU . EDU> 


For  those  on  the  east  coast  of  Canada  wanting  to  attend  one  of  the 


Conferences  being  held  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples, 
here  is  the  information  for  the  Montreal  Conference: 

"Forging  A New  Relationship" 

Place:  McGill  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Canada  - McGill  University, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada. 

Dates:  January  31,  1997  - February  2,  1997 
Topics  of  discussions  and  reports: 

Like  other  conferences  being  held  across  Canada,  this  one  will  look  at  the 
objectives  of  the  Royal  Commission's  Report.  Some  of  the  other  issues 
being  discussed  include.  Aboriginal  Governance  topics,  lands  and  resources 
topics, economic  development  in  Aboriginal  communities,  and  justice  reform. 

Speakers/Presentors : 

Co-Chairs  of  the  RCAP  Commission 

Hereditary  Chiefs 

Aboriginal  Leaders 

Academics 

Lawyers 

Leaders  from  Aboriginal  Organizations 
Bank  representatives 

This  conference  will  pay  specific  attention  to  central  and  eastern  Canada, 
and  the  north. 

Simultaneous  translation  service  (English-French)  is  provided  on 
request . 

For  further  information  on  this  conference  contact: 

lose  Cadorette,  Conference  Coordinator 

McGill  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Canada 

3463  Peel  Street 

Montreal,  Quebec  Canada 

H3A  1W7 

Tel:  (514)  398-2658 
Fax:  (514)  398-7336 
E-mail : jcadoret@heps . Ian .mcgill . ca 


Date:  Wed,  15  Ian  1997  14:38:30  -0500 
From:  nlclarkl@aol.com 

Sub j : Prophetstown  Winter  Storytelling  Gathering  (14-15  Feb.  - Indiana) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Prophetstown  Council  for  Great  Lakes  Native  American  Studies,  a 
cultural  preservation  consortium  of  23  Great  Lakes  Tribes,  will 
hold  its  annual  Winter  Storytelling  Gathering  at  Lafayette,  Indiana 
on  February  14  and  15,  1997.  The  featured  storyteller  will  be  Jesse 
Bruchac  (Abenaki),  youngest  son  of  Joseph  Bruchac.  Jesse  Bruchac 
and  his  older  brother  Dim,  were  first  place  winners  at  the  1996 
Indian  Summer  Festival  in  Milwaukee. 

Jesse  Bruchac  is  a speaker  of  the  Abenaki  language,  having 
learned  from  elder  Cecile  Wawanolet.  The  knowledge  of  Abenaki  (an 
Algonquian  base  language)  is  key  to  understanding  the  cultural 
context  and  meaning  of  oral  tradition.  In  1994,  he  was  hired  to 
coordinate  a language  curriculum  for  the  entire  state  of  Vermont. 

He  also  taught  Abenaki  at  Burlington  College  in  1995. 

Jesse  is  also  a traditional  musician,  and  has  learned  that 
music  and  language  go  hand-in-hand  with  Native  American  culture. 

He  began  learning  and  recording  traditional  Abenaki  drum  songs  and 
lyrics  several  years  ago.  He  is  a member  of  the  Awassos  Sigan  group 
of  Odanak,  Canada  and  the  Missiquoi  Drummers  of  Swanton,  Vermont. 

Much  of  the  music  he  composed  is  sung  by  the  Dawnland  Singers,  made 
up  of  Joseph  Bruchac,  his  sister  Marge  Bruchac,  Jesse  and  Jim 
Bruchac.  They  have  two  CD  recordings  available. 

Jim  and  Jesse  founded  The  Ndakinna  Wilderness  Project  in 
1994.  The  endeavor  is  dedicated  to  educating  the  public  about 


age-old  philosophies  and  survival  skills  developed  by  the 
indigenous  peoples  of  America  and  the  world.  Ndakinna  means 
"Our  Land"  and  refers  to  the  traditional  lands  of  the  Abenaki. 

The  gathering  will  be  held  at  Ross  Camp,  seven  miles  west  of 
Lafayette,  Indiana,  in  the  George  Hones  Lodge.  The  lodge  will 
accommodate  65  people.  The  gathering  will  begin  on  Friday  evening, 

February  14,  with  a 6:30pm  feast,  followed  by  an  evening  of 
storytelling  and  music.  On  Saturday,  February  15,  Hesse  Bruchac 
will  talk  about  the  tradition  of  Native  American  Storytelling  and 
Music.  The  program  will  begin  at  9:30am  and  continue  until  3:00pm. 

The  fee  is  $75  per  person  and  includes  both  days  of  the  gathering 
and  all  meals.  You  must  register  in  advance.  Lodging  in  the 
George  Hones  Lodge  is  $10  per  night,  dormitory  style.  Other  motels 
are  nearby.  On  Saturday  evening,  February  15,  Hesse  Bruchac  will 
give  a presentation  of  storytelling  and  music  open  to  the  public. 

This  will  be  held  at  University  Church  on  the  Purdue  University 
Campus,  325  North  Street,  and  is  open  to  the  public.  There  will  be 
a $2  admission. 

The  Prophetstown  Council  for  Great  Lakes  Native  American 
Studies  is  a division  of  The  Museums  At  Prophetstown.  For  more 
information  or  to  register,  write  Nick  Clark,  Museums  At 
Prophetstown,  22  N.  Second  Street, Lafayette,  IN  47901  or  call 
317-423-4617. 

"RE : Sacred  Circle"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Han  1997  15:52:14  -0500 

From:  flattery@primeline.com  (Elaine  Flattery) 

Sub j : Sacred  Circle  (by  Dave  Chief) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hocoka  Wakan  (sacred  circle) 

The  circle  has  healing  power.  In  a circle,  we  are  all  equal.  When  in  a 
circle,  no  one  is  in  front  of  you,  no  one  is  behind  you,  no  one  is  above 
you,  no  one  is  below  you.  A prayer  circle  is  designed  to  create  unity. 

The  Hoop  of  Life  is  also  a circle.  On  this  hoop,  there  is  a place  for 
every  species,  for  every  race,  for  every  tree,  and  for  every  plant.  It  is 
this  completeness  of  life  that  must  be  respected  in  order  to  bring  about 
health  on  this  planet  with  our  prayer  (all  my  relations). 

To  understand  each  other,  as  the  ripples  when  a stone  is  tossed  into  the 
waters,  the  circle  starts  small  and  grows  ....  until  it  fills  the  whole 
lake. 

Dave  Chief 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

Dave  Chief 

Oglala  Lakota  (Sioux)  elder,  spiritual  leader,  and  cultural  teacher,  was 
born  Hune  25,  1928,  delivered  by  midwife,  at  Rapid  Creek  on  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation  in  South  Dakota.  A descendant  of  Crazy  Horse  and  many  Lakota 
warriors,  he  was  raised  in  the  traditional  Lakota  way. 

Dave  was  involved  in  the  "Trail  of  Broken  Treaties"  in  1972.  That  caravan 
journey  from  San  Francisco  to  Washington,  D.C.  was  to  ensure  Native 
American  spiritual  and  cultural  survival  in  the  Western  hemisphere,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  the  termination  movement  that  the  Indian  Nation  had  been 
enduring  since  the  1950' s. 

Dave  was  involved  in  the  "Longest  Walk",  which  repeated  the  journey  from 
San  Francisco  to  D.C.  in  1978.  This  walk  resulted  in  the  Native  American 
Freedom  of  Religion  Act  of  1978,  which  was  sponsored  by  Senator  Ted 
Kennedy.  Although  granted  "quasi"  citizenship  in  the  U.S.A.  in  1924, 

Indians  were  not  allowed  to  have  the  benefits  of  the  "Bill  of  Rights"  with 
that  citizenship.  Freedom  of  religion  was  not  granted  until  1978. 

In  1984,  Dave  ran  in  and  led  ceremonies  for  the  "Him  Thorpe  Longest  Run," 
a relay  run  from  the  "Six  Nations"  (Iroquois),  from  New  York  to  Los  Angeles. 
The  run  took  54  days  and  resulted  in  the  reinstatement  of  Him  Thorpe's  nine 
gold  medals,  which  were  returned  to  Him  Thorpe's  family. 


Dave's  great  grandfather.  Red  Dog,  was  a signer  of  the  1868  treaty  with 
the  U.S.  government.  Dave,  who  is  fluent  in  Lakota,  has  inheritance  rights 
to  talk  about  the  treaties,  the  Black  Hills,  and  Lakota  traditions  and 
spirituality. 

Dr.  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  the  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe, 
in  Green  Grass,  South  Dakota,  encouraged  Dave  to  "Vision  Quest."  As  a 
result,  Dave  went  to  Green  Grass  to  seek  a Vision  each  year  for  four  years. 
After  his  Vision  Quest,  the  fourth  year,  Stanley  Looking  Horse,  Arvol 's 
father,  interpreted  Dave's  vision  as  permission  from  the  spirit  world  for 
Dave  to  be  a Ceremonial  Leader  of  the  Lakota,  and  even  to  do  Yuweepi 
Ceremony,  if  he  felt  to  do  so. 

Dave  Chief  has  Sun  Danced  for  four  years,  at  Green  Grass,  at  Arvol  Looking 
Horse's  Sun  Dance. 

In  1994,  at  the  request  of  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Dave  led  a ceremony  for 
Unity  and  Balance,  at  the  White  House  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Dave  Chief,  Lakota  Elder  and  Spiritual  Leader  (as  ordained  by  Dr.  Arvol 
Looking  Horse,  Keeper  of  the  Original  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe),  established 
a unifiied  prayer  time  to  be  held  starting  the  first  New  Moon  of  this 
calendar  and  solar  year,  January  8,  1997  at  5am  PST.  (8am  eastern,  7am 
central,  6am  mountain,  etc.).  This  time  is  being  set  to  coincide  with 
his  ceremony  for  Unity  & Balance  that  he  will  be  conducting  every  New  Moon 
for  the  rest  of  1997,  to  address  these  concerns. 

All  are  asked  to  join  in  this  prayer  time,  and  share  this  information  with 
others  in  your  local  communites  as  we  hope  this  will  be  a growing  prayer 
circle  for  the  sake  of  the  Sacred  Hoop  and  all  our  Relations. 

The  additional  focus  of  our  prayer  this  month,  will  be  the  Elders  at  Big 
Mountain.  The  forced  eviction  from  their  aboriginal  homelands  has  begun. 

For  further  information  on  this,  see  SDN  at: 
http: //www. primenet . com/~sdn/ 

or  Native  American  Support  Group  at: 
http : //members . aol . com/waya94/ index.htm 

We  hope  you  will  join  us,  this  and  every  month. 

In  Unity  and  Spirit, 

Elaine  Flattery,  posting  for  Dave  Chief 


/ / / / / \_ 
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This  memo  is  a draft  only,  intended  to  provide  some  background  for  those 
individuals  or  organizations  who  would  like  to  comment  on  the  draft  MOU  on 
the  Environmental  Assessment  of  the  Proposed  Voisey's  Bay  Mining 
Development.  I hope  that  it  is  helpful,  and  I regret  the  delay  in 
circulating  it. 

- Larry  Innes 

Key  Features  and  Deficiencies  in  the  MOU  on  the  Environmental  Assessment 
of  the  Proposed  Voisey's  Bay  Mining  Development 


On  November  22,  1996,  after  more  than  five  months  of  negotiations,  the 
Innu  Nation,  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association,  Canada  and  Newfoundland 
initialed  a draft  agreement  on  how  a single,  comprehensive  environmental 
assessment  of  the  Voisey's  Bay  mine-mill  project  will  be  carried  out.  In 
essence,  the  draft  Memorandum  of  Understanding  (MOU)  is  a harmonization 
agreement  between  the  parties,  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  the  Voisey's 
Bay  review,  supercedes  the  application  of  the  Canadian  Environmental 
Assessment  Act  and  the  Newfoundland  Environmental  Assessment  Act. 

The  draft  Memorandum  of  Understanding  (MOU)  between  the  four  parties  is 
still  significant  step  forward,  but  it  fell  far  short  of  Innu  expectations 
in  several  key  areas.  The  purpose  of  this  memo  is  to  outline  the  key 
features  and  deficiencies  of  the  agreement  as  a guide  to  groups  and 
individuals  who  would  like  to  make  supportive  interventions  in  the  public 
review  phase  of  the  MOU.  The  Canadian  Environmental  Assessment  Agency  is 
receiving  written  comments  on  the  draft  MOU  until  December  23,  1996. 

Parties  wishing  to  submit  comments  can  do  so  at: 

Mr.  Brian  Torrie  Manager,  Public  Review  Canadian  Environmental  Assessment 
Agency  200  Sacre-Coeur  Blvd.  Hull,  Quebec  K1A  0H3  Tel:  (819)  997-6364 
Fax: (819)  994-1469  Internet  e-mail:  torrie@fox.nstn.ca 

The  English  version  of  the  draft  MOU  may  be  obtained  on  the  internet  at: 
http : //www. ceaa . gc . ca/english/ con_docs/voisey/voisey/voisymou . html 

French,  Innu-aimun  and  Inuktitut  versions  are  also  available  from  the 
Agency. 

Key  Features  of  the  MOU 

Single,  Comprehensive  Panel  Review  of  Whole  Project 


The  MOU  provides  for  a four-party  assessment  of  the  environmental  effects 
of  the  proposed  mine,  mill  and  associated  infrastructure  at  the  place 
known  to  the  Innu  as  Kapukuanipant-kauashat,  the  Inuit  as  Tasiu jatsoak, 
and  to  Canada  and  Newfoundland  as  Voisey's  Bay.  In  itself,  this  represents 
a minor  victory  for  the  Innu  and  Inuit,  who  successfully  opposed  several 
earlier  attempts  by  the  company  to  build  an  access  road,  airstrip  and  dock 
facility  at  the  site  as  "advanced  exploration  infrastructure". 

Recognition  of  Ongoing  Negotiations  and  Responsibilities  of  Aboriginal 
Groups 

Although  the  MOU  is  silent  on  the  issue  of  aboriginal  rights,  it  does 
recognize  that  both  the  Innu  and  Inuit  are  involved  in  "comprehensive 
claims  negotiations"  with  respect  to  the  land  and  waters  affected  by  the 
project,  and  are  included  as  parties  to  the  MOU  by  virtue  of  this  fact. 

The  MOU  also  recognizes  that  the  Presidents  of  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  LIA 
have  responsibilities  on  behalf  of  the  Innu  and  Inuit  to  ensure  that  the 
project  is  fully  assessed. 

Finally,  the  MOU  allows  for  amendment  to  reflect  the  ongoing  nature  of 
comprehensive  rights  negotiations,  such  as  may  occur  through 
agreements-in-principle  or  through  interim  measures  provisions.  (2.2) 

Exemption  of  NEAA  and  Harmonization  under  CEAA 


Newfoundland  intends  to  exempt  the  project  from  the  application  of  the 
Newfoundland  Environmental  Assessment  Act  (NEAA)  subject  to  terms  and 
conditions  which  include  the  assessment  of  the  project  under  the  terms  of 
the  MOU.  Canada  intends  to  view  the  MOU  as  a joint  review  pursuant  to 
Sections  40-42  of  the  Canadian  Environmental  Assessment  Act  (CEAA). 

Definition  of  Environment 


One  small  departure  from  CEAA  of  significance  to  Aboriginal  people  is  the 
inclusion  of  'spiritual  conditions  and  factors'  in  the  definition  of 
environment.  This  will  permit  the  Panel  to  hear  evidence  and  make 
recommendations  in  relation  to  the  effects  of  the  project  on  the  spiritual 
values  of  the  Innu  and  Inuit. 


Definition  of  Environmental  Effect 


In  the  view  of  the  Innu  Nation,  the  definition  of  Environmental  Effect  is 
still  deficient  in  that  it  only  considers  the  current  effects  of  the 
project  on  Aboriginal  use  of  lands  and  resources,  and  omits  consideration 
of  historic  use,  even  though  such  historic  use  remains  important  to  Innu 
and  Inuit  people. 

Definition  of  Follow-Up  Program 


In  a positive  departure  from  CEAA,  Follow-up  Programs  are  defined  in  the 
MOU  to  require  that  measures  be  implemented  to  mitigate  any  adverse 
environmental  effects  identified. 

Definition  of  Undertaking 


The  undertaking  or  project  is  defined  in  Schedule  2 of  the  MOU  in  terms  of 
its  entire  lifecycle:  from  construction  through  to  the  reclamation, 
rehabilitation  and  surrender  of  the  mining  lease  to  the  landowner. 

Significantly,  if  the  proponent  proposes  to  change  or  modify  the  project, 
the  MOU  provides  for  reconsideration  and  amendments  to  the  MOU  and 
direction  to  the  Panel  with  respect  to  the  review  process.  (6.2) 

Panel  Budget 


The  MOU  does  not  specify  a Panel  budget,  but  requires  that  the  Parties 
consult  with  each  other  to  ensure  that  the  Panel  has  'adequate  financial 
resources'  to  conduct  the  Review.  (2.4) 

The  absence  of  a specific  dollar  figure  is  partially  offset  by  the  wording 
"ensure",  however,  the  Innu  Nation  still  remains  extremely  concerned  about 
this  issue,  given  the  precedents  set  in  the  BHP  review. 

Participant  Funding 


The  MOU  only  provides  for  participant  funding  in  accord  with  the  Agency's 
Participant  Funding  program.  (2.5)  This  was  a major  area  of  disagreement 
between  the  Aboriginal  and  government  sides  of  the  table  during  the 
negotiation  of  the  MOU.  The  Innu  and  Inuit  sought  to  achieve  a Participant 
Funding  Committee  which  would  have  the  power  to  award  funds  to  qualified 
participants  and  participant  organizations  on  the  basis  of  applications 
submitted  by  the  participants  to  the  Funding  Committee.  These  awards  would 
not  be  limited  to  a pre-determined  global  figure,  but  would  be  on  the 
basis  of  applications  received.  The  proponent  would  be  responsible  for  the 
costs  of  the  participant  funding  program. 

The  Innu  and  Inuit  were  not  able  to  negotiate  such  provisions,  and  the 
issue  of  participant  funding  remains  as  a major  deficiency  in  the  MOU. 

Panel  Offices 


In  a departure  from  Agency  practice,  the  Panel  Office  for  this  review  will 
be  established  in  Nain,  not  Ottawa.  Information  centres  will  be 
established  in  Utshimassit  (Davis  Inlet)  and  in  Nain,  and  in  other 
locations  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  as  deemed  appropriate  by  the  Panel. 
This  is  viewed  favourably  by  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  LIA,  who  see 
increased  presence  and  access  to  the  Panel  and  Secretariat  staff  as  a 
benefit  to  the  communities  most  affected  by  the  project.  (2. 6-2.7) 

Panel  Appointments 


The  members  of  the  Panel  will  be  jointly  appointed  by  Canada, 

Newfoundland,  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  LIA.  This  is  seen  by  the  Innu  and 
Inuit  to  be  in  the  spirit  of  the  nation-to-nation  relationship.  Up  to  five 
members  of  the  Panel  will  be  chosen  from  lists  of  at  least  three  nominees 
supplied  by  each  of  the  four  parties  to  the  MOU.  (3. 1-3. 7) 


Panel  Reporting 


The  Panel  will  report  to  the  Ministers  and  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Innu 
Nation  and  LIA.  This  is  also  viewed  by  the  Innu  and  Inuit  to  be  in  the 
spirit  of  the  nation-to-nation  relationship.  (4.1)  Provisions  for  making 
the  report  available  to  the  public  in  a respectful  fashion  are  also 
contained  in  the  MOU,  which  provides  for  embargoed  copies  of  the  Panel 
report  to  be  available  in  Innu  and  Inuit  communities  for  release  at  the 
time  of  the  public  announcement  of  its  release.  (4.2) 

Amendments  to  the  MOU 

The  MOU  can  only  be  amended  by  the  written  consent  of  all  four  parties. 
(5.1) 

Without  Prejudice 

In  keeping  with  the  practice  of  governments,  the  agreement  is  without 
prejudice  to  the  aboriginal  rights  of  the  Innu  and  Inuit  and  does  not 
constitute  an  agreement  or  treaty  under  S.  35  of  the  Constitution  Act 
(1982).  Similarly,  it  does  not  imply  Innu  or  Inuit  consent  for  any 
activity  done  in  connection  with  the  proposed  project.  (6.1) 

Terms  of  Reference  for  the  Scope  and  Conduct  of  the  Review 

As  provided  in  Schedule  1,  the  Terms  of  Reference  for  the  Panel  have 
been  negotiated  as  part  of  the  MOU.  This  provided  the  Innu  and  Inuit  an 
opportunity  to  negotiate  a process  which  would  mindful  of  Aboriginal 
concerns  and  be  accessible  to  people  in  their  communities.  Innu  and  Inuit 
objectives  in  this  area  were  only  partially  successful.  The  key 
deficiencies,  in  our  view,  are: 

1)  timelines, 

2)  aboriginal  rights 
and  3)  translation. 

Some  success  was  achieved  with  respect  to  the  way  in  which  Innu  and  Inuit 
environmental  knowledge  would  be  dealt  with  by  the  Panel,  and  in  the 
inclusion  of  certain  factors  to  be  considered  by  the  Panel. 

Traditional  Ecological  Knowledge 


The  Panel  is  required  to  give  'full  consideration'  to  traditional 
knowledge,  whether  presented  orally  or  in  writing.  The  Innu  and  Inuit 
argued  for  'full  and  equal'  consideration,  as  was  the  requirement  in  the 
BHP  process,  but  given  the  problems  encountered  by  that  Panel  in  meeting 
that  requirement,  we  were  not  able  to  incorporate  it  into  the  MOU. 
Achieving  'Full  and  equal'  consideration  remains  an  Innu  objective. 

Aboriginal  Rights 


While  all  parties  agreed  that  the  specific  scope,  substance  or  definition 
of  Aborig 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  Uptowne,  Taino-L,  Minn-Ind, 
NAT-WORK  & NATIVE-L  listservers;  UUCP  & genie  email;  Newsgroup:  alt. native; 
Indigenous  Environmental  Network(IEN) 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"They  signed  away  valuable  portions  of  their  reservationj  and  it  is 
now  occupied  by  white  peoplej  for  which  they  have  received  nothing." 

They  understood  ample  provisions  would  be  made  for  their  support; 
insteadj  their  supplies  have  been  reduced  and  much  of  the  time  they 
are  living  on  half  and  two-thirds  rations." 

General  Milej  Indian  Agent 

"We  were  made  many  promiseSj  but  have  never  heard  from  them  since.  The 
Great  Father  says  if  we  do  what  he  directs  it  will  be  to  our  benefit; 
but  instead  of  this  every  year  they  are  cutting  down  our  rationSj  and 
we  do  not  get  enough  to  keep  us  from  suffering." 

Chief  American  Horsej  Oglala 

"C.W.  Allen  came  over  from  the  agency  Sunday  evening  and  spent  Monday  in 
the  city.  He  brought  with  him  several  articles  taken  from  the  dead  body 
of  an  Indian  brave  whose  lamp  of  life  was  extinguished  at  Wounded  Knee 
Dec.  29th.  These  articles  were  placed  on  exhibition  in  the  Main  street 


window  of  the  Bank  of  Chadron,  and  was  quite  an  attraction  for  the 
hundreds  of  people  who  passed  the  place  Monday  afternoon." 

Joseph  Ford  came  over  from  the  agency  Monday  evening  with  a load  of 
relics  from  the  battlefield  at  Wounded  Knee.  The  collection  is  mostly 
clothing  worn  by  the  Indians  when  fighting." 

_Chadron  Record_,  Chadron  Nebraska,  January  8,  1891 

The  boys  in  Trager's  Art  Studio  are  being  kept  very  busy  manufacturing 
photographs  of  Pine  Ridge  scenes  that  all  the  finished  pictures  of  that 
class  have  been  taken  to  Smith  & Co's  store,  where  they  will  be  hereafter 
kept  on  sale.  There  are  a number  of  beauties  among  them,  and  are  just 
the  thing  to  send  to  your  friends  in  the  east." 

_Chadron  Record_,  Chadron  Nebraska,  January  15,  1891 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Tuesday,  January  21,  1997  the  Supreme  Court  on  Tuesday  threw  out  a federal 
law  that  requires  small  shares  of  Indian  reservation  land  owned  by 
individual  tribe  members  to  revert  to  the  tribe  when  the  owners  die. 

In  the  majority  opinion  Justice  Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg  wrote  the  law 
"severely  restricts  the  right  of  an  individual  to  direct  the  descent  of  his 
property,"  . 

This  resolves  a long  standing  problem  with  the  methods  the  Interior 
Department  "handled"  (meted  out)  tribal  property. 

The  harsh  winter  continues  to  take  its  toll  in  lives  and  misery.  As  of 
Friday  contacts  I had  listed  had  not  received  one  bit  of  assistance.  If 
you  care  about  the  People  on  the  various  rez  at  all,  help  them  now. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 
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- Request  from  South  Dakota 

- Cheyenne  River  Sioux 

- Arizona  Family  Update 

- Youpee  Indian  Case 

- Why  NA's  Distrust  Government 

- Stand 

- RCAP  Access  Report  3-1 

- Flotevila  Denounces  Self  Appointed 

- Ward  Valley  Nuke  Dump 

- Dineh  Situation 

- Operation  Buffalo  Rescue 
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-  "RE:  Request  from  South  Dakota"  

Date:  Tue,  21  Jan  1997  22:05:43  -0500  (EST) 

From:  aconcert@carroll.com  (Joe  Campagna) 

Sub j : request  from  south  Dakota 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Sad  news.  There  are  four  deaths  confirmed  as  a result  of  the  brutal  weather 
in  South  Dakota.  One  woman  from  Wakpala  (near  Little  Eagle) , two  deaths 
from  the  fort  Thompson  Area  and  another  from  another  area  in  South  Dakota. 
This  is  what  is  known  at  this  time.  No  names  were  given  and  perhaps  for  a 
reason  to  not  mention  names  of  those  who  haves  passed.  So  the  identity  and 
further  info  was  not  asked.  Standing  Rock  Indian  Reservation  is  a disaster 
as  are  many  places  throughout  the  Midwest  and  in  the  North  as  a result  of 
the  weather.  Another  freezing  storm  may  be  on  its  way. 


These  things  are  needed: 

gloves  all  ages 

stocking  caps 

snow  suits  & leggings 

jackets 

blankets 

boots 

diapers 

formula 

clothing 

c/o 

Helmina  Makes  Him  First,  PO  Box  53,  Little  Eagle  SD  57639 

For  the  Little  Eagle,  Wakpala  Communities  and  areas  around  there. 

Helmina  Makes  Him  First  is  a traditional  Lakota  Elder  who  has  been  a IHS 
volunteer  as  she  has  again  for  some  time  been  doing  it  on  her  own  helping 
the  people  as  she  always  has,  distributing  these  clothes  and  taking  elderly 
and  sick  people  to  the  doctors. 

The  original  poster  of  this  message  has  not  been  able  to  send  the  usual 
amount  in  boxes  here  from  New  Jersey.  I was  asked  back  in  December  and 
could  only  gather  and  send  six  boxes  of  clothing  but  there  was  not  enough 
Blankets  for  the  elders  or  warm  clothing  for  the  kids  and  many  things  were 
for  adults.  It  was  all  was  available. 

Helmina  is  asking  for  your  help  and  she  says  it  is  bad  and  these  things 
are  needed. 

gloves  all  ages 

stocking  caps 

snow  suits  & leggings 

blankets 

boots 

diapers 

formula 

clothing  jackets 


RE:  Cheyenne  River  Sioux" 


Date:  Thu,  23  Han  1997  13:58:43  -0800 

From:  Barbara  Johnson  <barbarajohnson@midco. net> 

Sub j : Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  Press  Release 

UUCP  email 

CHEYENNE  RIVER  SIOUX  TRIBE  PRESS  RELEASE 
THE  BLIZZARDS  OF  1997 

In  mid-November  of  1996,  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe 
encountered  the  first  of  soon  to  be  many  blizzards  of  this  young,  yet 
ferocious  winter.  In  late  November,  the  reservation  had  a second 
blizzard,  which  prompted  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  on  December  4th, 
1996  to  declare  by  resolution,  the  reservation  a disaster. 

On  the  evening  of  December  15th,  the  reservation  was  hit  with  one  of  the 
largest  of  blizzards  in  recorded  history.  This  blizzard  lasted  six  days, 
subsiding  on  December  20th.  The  storm  left  in  it's  wake  snow  drifts  as 
large  as  30  feet  high  and  over  one  half  mile  long.  This  storm  also 
created  compacted  snow  which  was  tested  in  excess  of  270  pounds  per 
square  inch.  This  blizzard  dumped  as  much  as  25"  of  snow  with  wind  speeds 
in  excess  of  50  miles  per  hour.  "White  Out"  conditions  prevailed 
throughout  this  storm. 

Nearly  all  reservation  residents  were  left  stranded  due  to  this  storm. 
Chairman  Gregg  Bourland  created  a Emergency  Disaster  Office  on  December 
18th,  which  operates  24  hours  per  day  to  this  day.  CRST  Rescue  Rangers 
were  fully  functional  by  this  storm. 

On  December  20th,  due  to  lack  of  sufficient  equipment  on  the  part  of  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  affairs,  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  began  to  hire 
various  contractors  to  remove  snow  from  reservation  communities,  ranches, 
farms,  roads,  and  streets. 

On  December  28th,  the  reservation  received  another  two  day  blizzard  which 
again  hampered  the  snow  removal  process  from  the  large  storm  of  December 
15-20.  "White  Out"  conditions  again  prevailed  through  this  storm. 

On  January  3rd,  1997,  with  temperatures  of  approximately  40  degrees,  the 
reservation  received  a large  amount  of  freezing  rain  throughout  the  day. 

This  rain  turned  to  sleet,  then  to  snow,  the  early  evening  of  the  3rd. 

By  the  early  morning  of  the  4th,  the  reservation  was  into  it's  fourth 
blizzard  of  the  season  with  temperatures  reaching  zero  and  wind  chills  of 
Minus  20  below  zero. 

Storms  created  an  icy,  near  glacier  environment,  with  ice  crusts  as  deep 
as  one  foot  in  many  places  and  snow  compaction  ratings  of  600  pound  per 
square  inch. 

On  January  8th,  the  reservation  was  hit  with  yet  another  winter  storm. 
With  wind  speeds  in  excess  of  60  miles  per  hour  (some  areas  have  reported 
winds  far  in  excess  of  80  miles  per  hour)  and  sub  zero  temperatures 
creating  wind  chills  of  over  MINUS  85  degrees  below  zero.  This  storm 
lasted  three  and  one-half  days,  ending  on  the  11th.  This  storm  again 
completely  blocked  all  roads  and  streets.  Livestock  losses  were  reported 
across  the  reservation.  White  Out  conditions  again  prevailed  throughout 
this  storm. 

On  Wednesday,  January  15th,  the  reservation  received  a 24-hour  blizzard 
with  high  wind  speeds  and  sub-zero  temperatures . This  storm  also 
completely  blocked  all  roads  and  streets.  Rescue  crews  were  again 
hampered  by  the  total  "white  out"  storm  conditions. 

Barbara  Johnson,  Ph.D. 

Dakota  Interconnect  Demonstration  Site 
barbarajohnson@midco. net 
605-229-5988 

— "RE:  Arizona  Family  Update"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Jan  1997  13:47:31  -0500 
From:  "Jordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@sover . net> 

Sub j : Arizona  Family  update... 


UUCP  email 


Good  day  all . . . 

This  just  in  from  AIMAZ  ne  the  Washington  Family  (see 
chttp : //www. dick shovel . com/ help. html>) : 

UPDATE  ON  THE  WASHINGTON  FAMILY  OF  LEHI,  ARIZONA. 

As  of  January  24th,  1997,  here  is  where  we  stand  with  the  Washington  family. 

The  Washington  family  should  be  able  to  move,  comfortably,  into  their  new 
home  by  Monday,  January  27.  Workers  are,  at  this  time,  remodeling  the  mobile 
home  which  was  moved  into  place  and  set  this  last  week,  connecting  electric 
and  plumbing  services,  (the  first  indoor  plumbing  this  family  has  had), 
laying  carpet  and  tile,  building  wheel  chair  ramps  into  the  home  and  a deck 
outside  so  that  Fred's  wheel  chair  will  be  able  to  be  wheeled  to  a car 
without  having  to  go  through  the  gravel. 

An  outpouring  of  support  has  come  from  individuals,  families  and  groups 
from  across  the  globe.  There  have  been  donations  of  cash,  furniture, 
clothing,  food,  personal  items  and  toys.  There  has  been  such  a response,  in 
fact,  that  AIM,  Arizona  has  been  able  to  donate  duplicate  items  to  the  Iron 
Mountain  (Vinum  Dwuag)  Food  and  Clothing  Bank  on  the  Salt  River  Pima/Maricopa 
Community.  This  is  a privately  funded  bank  and  the  items  will  be  available 
for  anyone  with  a need  of  them. 

Fred  has  gone  through  the  necessary  procedures  to  receive  his  veteran's 
benefits  and  they  will  begin  on  the  first  of  February.  Meryl  has  applied 
for,  and  received,  benefits  from  Social  Services  and  the  Social  Security 
Administration  for  the  children. 

The  Washington  family  and  AIM,  Arizona  wish  to  thank  all  of  the  people  who 
have  donated  their  time,  money,  clothing,  etc.  to  this  very  worthy  cause.  It 
is  good,  that  in  this  time  of  bad  news,  a light  of  generosity  shines  through 
it  all. 

AIM,  Arizona,  with  the  permission  of  the  Washington  family  wish  to  extend 
special  "thank  you's"  to  the  following: 

Ishgooda  and  Miketben@aol.com  for  getting  the  "word"  out! 

Eddie  Basha  and  Basha's  Supermarkets  for  their  generous  donations  of  food. 
Smitty's  Department  Stores  for  their  donations  of  food  and  clothing. 

Mr.  Ken  Buckley  (Veterans  Administration)  for  his  professionalism  and 
personal  assistance.  Trampus  Trebbey,  Gary  Bowers  and  Motel  8 for  their 
help  in  temporarily  housing  the  Washington  family.  Robert  "Bobby"  Reinhardt 
of  the  American  Legion  for  his  expert  knowledge  and  assistance.  The  Lehi 
Community  Block  Watch.  DiDi  and  Bridget  Campbell  Ms  Mary  Kim  Titla  and 
certainly, 

NANAI  Foundation. 

There  is  still  work  to  be  done,  but  it  is  progressing  nicely. 

Again,  Thank  you. 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  Of  Consequence 
<http: / /www. dickshovel . com> 

PGP  public  key  available  upon  request... 

"RE : Youpee  Indian  Case"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Jan  1997  07:51:30  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "KING, JOHN"  <john . king@draco . dhs . state . tx. us> 

Sub j : YOUPEE  INDIAN  LAND  CASE 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 


AN  E-BULLETIN 

LEGAL  INFORMATION  INSTITUTE  --  CORNELL  LAW  SCHOOL 
lii@lii .law.cornell.edu 


The  following  decisions  have  just  arrived  via  the  LII's  direct  Project 
HERMES  feed  from  the  Supreme  Court. 


These  are  not  the  decisions  themselves  nor  excerpts  from  them,  but 
summaries  (syllabi)  prepared  by  the  Court's  Reporter  of  Decisions. 
Instructions  for  accessing  the  full  text  of  any  of  these  decisions  are 
provided  at  the  end  of  this  bulletin. 


BABBITT,  SECRETARY  OF  THE  INTERIOR,  et  al.  v.  YOUPEE  et  al. 
certiorari  to  the  united  states  court  of  appeals  for  the  ninth  circuit 
No.  95-1595.  Argued  December  2,  1996  --  Decided  Danuary  21,  1997 


In  the  late  Nineteenth  Century,  Congress  initiated  an  Indian  land  program 
that  authorized  the  allotment  of  communal  Indian  property  to  individual 
tribal  members.  This  allotment  program  resulted  in  the  extreme 
fractionation  of  Indian  lands  as  allottees  passed  their  undivided 
interests  on  to  multiple  heirs  through  descent  or  devise.  In  1983, 

Congress  adopted  the  Indian  Land  Consolidation  Act  in  part  to  reduce 
fractionated  ownership  of  allotted  lands.  Section  207  of  the  Act- -the 
"escheat"  provision--prohibited  the  descent  or  devise  of  fractional 
interests  that  constituted  2 percent  or  less  of  the  total  acreage  in  an 
allotted  tract  and  earned  less  than  $100  in  the  preceding  year.  Instead  of 
passing  to  heirs,  the  interests  described  in  Sect.  207  would  escheat  to 
the  tribe,  thereby  consolidating  the  ownership  of  Indian  lands.  Section 
207  made  no  provision  for  the  payment  of  compensation  to  those  who  held 
such  fractional  interests.  In  Hodel  v.  Irving,  481  U.S.  704,  this  Court 
invalidated  the  original  version  of  Sect.  207  on  the  ground  that  it 
effected  a taking  of  private  property  without  just  compensation,  in 
violation  of  the  Fifth  Amendment.  Id.,  at  716-718.  Considering,  first,  the 
economic  impact  of  Sect.  207,  the  Court  observed  that  the  provision's 
income  generation  test  might  fail  to  capture  the  actual  economic  value  of 
the  land.  Id.,  at  714.  Weighing  most  heavily  against  the  constitutionality 
of  Sect.  207,  however,  was  the  "extraordinary"  character  of  the  Government 
regulation,  id.,  at  716,  which  amounted  to  the  virtual  abrogation  of  the 
rights  of  descent  and  devise,  id.,  at  716-717.  While  Irving  was  pending  in 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  Congress  amended  Sect.  207.  Amended  Sect.  207 
differs  from  the  original  provision  in  three  relevant  respects:  it  looks 
back  five  years  instead  of  one  to  determine  the  income  produced  from  a 
small  interest,  and  creates  a rebuttable  presumption  that  this  income 
stream  will  continue;  it  permits  devise  of  otherwise  escheatable  interests 
to  persons  who  already  own  an  interest  in  the  same  parcel;  and  it 
authorizes  tribes  to  develop  their  own  codes  governing  the  disposition  of 
fractional  interests.  The  will  of  William  Youpee,  an  enrolled  member  of 
the  Sioux  and  Assiniboine  Tribes,  devised  to  respondents,  all  of  them 
enrolled  tribal  members,  his  several  undivided  interests  in  allotted  lands 
on  reservations  in  Montana  and  North  Dakota.  Each  interest  was  devised  to 
a single  descendant.  Youpee 's  will  thus  perpetuated  existing  fractionation, 
but  it  did  not  splinter  ownership  further  by  bequeathing  any  single 
fractional  interest  to  multiple  devisees.  In  a proceeding  to  determine 
claims  against  and  heirs  to  Youpee' s estate,  an  administrative  law  judge 
in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  found  that  interests  devised  to  each  of 
the  respondents  fell  within  the  compass  of  amended  Sect.  207  and  should 
therefore  escheat  to  the  relevant  tribal  governments.  Respondents, 
asserting  the  unconstitutionality  of  amended  Sect.  207,  appealed  the  order 
to  the  Board  of  Indian  Appeals.  The  Board,  stating  that  it  did  not  have 
jurisdiction  to  consider  respondents'  constitutional  claim,  dismissed  the 
appeal.  Respondents  then  filed  this  suit  against  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  alleging  that  amended  Sect.  207  violates  the  Dust  Compensation 
Clause  of  the  Fifth  Amendment.  The  District  Court  agreed  with  respondents 
and  granted  their  request  for  declaratory  and  injunctive  relief.  The  Ninth 
Circuit  affirmed. 

Held:  Amended  Sect.  207  does  not  cure  the  constitutional  deficiency  this 
Court  identified  in  the  original  version  of  Sect.  207.  The  Court  is  guided 
by  Irving  in  determining  whether  the  amendments  to  Sect.  207  render  the 
provision  constitutional.  The  United  States  maintains  that  the  amendments 
moderate  the  economic  impact  of  the  provision  and  temper  the  character  of 
the  Government's  regulation.  However,  the  narrow  revisions  Congress  made 
to  Sect.  207,  without  benefit  of  this  Court's  ruling  in  Irving,  do  not 


warrant  a disposition  different  than  the  one  announced  and  explained  in 
Irving.  Amended  Sect.  207  permits  a five  year  window  rather  than  a one 
year  window  to  assess  the  income  generating  capacity  of  a fractional 
interest,  and  the  United  States  urges  that  this  alteration  substantially 
mitigates  the  economic  impact  of  Sect.  207.  But  amended  Sect.  207  still 
trains  on  income  generated  from  the  land,  not  on  the  value  of  the  parcel. 
Even  if  the  income  generated  by  such  parcels  may  be  typed  de  minimis,  the 
value  of  the  land  may  not  fit  that  description.  481  U.  S.,  at  714.  The 
United  States  correctly  comprehends  that  Irving  rested  primarily  on  the 
"extraordinary"  character  of  the  governmental  regulation:  the  "virtual[l] 
abrogation"  of  the  right  of  descent  and  devise,  id.,  at  716.  The  United 
States  contends,  however,  that  Congress  cured  the  fatal  infirmity  inSect. 
207  when  it  revised  the  section  to  allow  transmission  of  fractional 
interests  to  successors  who  already  own  an  interest  in  the  allotment.  But 
this  change  does  not  rehabilitate  the  measure.  Amended  Sect.  207  severely 
restricts  the  right  of  an  individual  to  direct  the  descent  of  his  property 
by  shrinking  drastically  the  universe  of  possible  successors.  And,  as  the 
Ninth  Circuit  observed,  the  "very  limited  group  [of  permissible  devisees] 
is  unlikely  to  contain  any  lineal  descendants."  67  F.  3d  194,  199-200. 
Moreover,  amended  Sect.  207  continues  to  restrict  devise  "even  in 
circumstances  when  the  governmental  purpose  sought  to  be  advanced, 
consolidation  of  ownership  of  Indian  lands,  does  not  conflict  with  the 
further  descent  of  the  property."  481  U.  S.,  at  718.  As  the  United  States 
acknowledges,  giving  effect  to  Youpee's  directive  bequeathing  each 
fractional  interest  to  one  heir  would  not  further  fractionate  Indian  land 
holdings.  The  United  States'  arguments  that  amended  Sect.  207  satisfies 
the  Constitution's  demand  because  it  does  not  diminish  the  owner's  right 
to  use  or  enjoy  property  during  his  lifetime  and  does  not  affect  the  right 
to  transfer  property  at  death  through  non  probate  means  are  no  more 
persuasive  today  than  they  were  in  Irving.  See  id.,  at  716-718.  The  third 
alteration  made  in  amended  Sect.  207  also  fails  to  bring  the  provision 
outside  the  reach  of  this  Court's  holding  in  Irving:  Tribal  codes 
governing  disposition  of  escheatable  interests  have  apparently  not  been 
developed.  Pp.  8-11. 

67  F.3d  194,  affirmed. 

Ginsburg,  3.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  in  which  Rehnquist,  C.  3. 
and  O'Connor,  Scalia,  Kennedy,  Souter,  Thomas,  and  Breyer,  33.,  joined. 
Stevens,  3.,  filed  a dissenting  opinion. 


HOW  TO  ACCESS  OR  ORDER  EMAIL  DELIVERY 
OF  ITEMS  REPORTED  IN  THIS  BULLETIN 


The  full  text  of  these  decisions  is  archived  at  the  ftp  site 
ftp.cwru.edu  in  several  formats  (filtered  ascii,  original 
ascii,  and  WordPerfect). 

You  can  also  access  the  decisions  using  the  LII ' s World  Wide  Web 
server  at  http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/ 

Finally,  if  you  have  only  email  access  to  the  internet,  you  can 
retrieve  these  documents  by  sending  a mail  message  to 
liideliver@lii.law.cornell.edu.  Put  your  document  requests 
in  the  body  of  the  message  like: 
request  95-1595 

You  can  request  several  decisions  at  once  by  putting  them  on 
separate  lines.  Request  court  decisions  using  the  docket 
number  as  it  appears  with  the  syllabus. 

"RE : why  NA's  Distrust  Government"  

Date:  Wed,  22  3an  1997  08:27:47  -0500 
From:  hemlock@spectra.net  (Hugh  Romine) 

Sub j : Answer 


UUCP  email 


I've  considered  researching  this,  rather  long,  post  for  some  time.  Non-NA 
people  seem  to  question  NA  attitudes  (short  fuses,  so  I'm  told)  and  our 
defensive  position  toward  many  things  native.  It  is  not  my  job  to  judge 
others,  but  stereotyping  groups  of  people  seems  a waste  of  time. 

I can  not  vouch  for  the  validity  of  dates,  etc.,  but  this  is  as  accurate  as 
I could  determine.  Now,  consider  that  NA  Nations  were  already  established 
and  functioning  when  the  non-NAs  came  to  Turtle  Island.  What  did  the 
Europeans  DO?  Note  the  word  "Indian"  is  the  word  used  in  the  cited  events. 
1763  Royal  Proclamation  (British)  extinguishing  Indian  title  to  land. 

1790  US  Federal  jurisdiction  over  Indian  title  and  commerce  with  Indians. 

1797  lay  Act  allowed  Indians  living  near  Canadian  border  to  cross  freely. 

1823  US  altered  Indian  title  and  US  holds  the  fee  in  Tribal  land. 

1830  Indian  Removal  Act  - effected  all  Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi. 

1831  Supreme  Court  rules  Indians  form  domestic  dependent  nations  with  US  as 
guardian . 

1832  States  do  not  have  jurisdiction  over  Indians  within  their  states; 
that  US  has  three  jurisdictional  entities;  Federal,  State,  and  Indian 
Tribes . 

1882  US  allows  State  jurisdiction  over  non-Indian  versus  non-Indian  on 
Indian  land. 

1883  US  establishes  Tribal  Court  jurisdiction  over  Tribal  members. 

1886  US  Federal  jurisdiction  over  Indian  who  had  not  signed  at  treaty 
with  US. 

1887  Dawes  Allotment  Act  broke  Indian  Reservations  down  into  individual 
allotments  of  land  (usually  160  acres),  and  after  doing  so,  authorized 
the  sale  of  surplus  land.  Five  Civilized  Tribes  in  Indian  Territory 
excluded . 

1896  Ruled  Indian  courts  were  not  bound  by  US  Constitution  provisions. 

1898  Curtis  Act  gave  Dawes  Act  power  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes. 

1902  US  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  US  has  the  power  to  overrule  Cherokee  laws 

1903  US  Supreme  Court  rules  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  unilaterally 
break  treaties,  declaring  Indians  to  be  "an  ignorant  and  dependent 
race"  that  must  be  governed  by  the  "Christian  peoples  of  the  United 
States" . 

1906  16USC432  Antiquities  Act  establishes  national  jurisdiction. 

1908  US  establishes  that  irrigation  water  rights  accrued  to  Indian 
Reservations . 

1924  US  Indians  given  citizenship,  although  right  to  vote  denied  in 

several  states. Last  state  to  allow  Indians  to  vote  in  state  elections 
was  Utah,  in  1960. 

1934  Indian  Reorganization  Act  permitted  Tribes  to  organize  and  write 
their  own  constitutions  for  self-government  --  states  were  to 
administer  education,  medical  and  welfare  programs  on  Indian 
reservations . 

1946  Indian  Claim  Commission  Act  permitted  Tribes  to  file  claims,  until 
1951,and  resulting  cases  could  be  heard  until  1974. 

1953  Flouse  Concurrent  Resolution  #108  provided  policy  to  end  Indian 

status  as  wards  of  the  US.  Public  Law  280  gave  five  states  civil  and 
criminal  jurisdiction  over  Indians  living  within  their  borders  (CA, 

OR,  MN,  WI  and  NB). 

1959  Supreme  Court  ruled  tribal  court  has  jurisdiction  over  a contract 
between  a non-Indian  and  a reservation  Indian. 

1966  16USC470  National  Flistorical  Preservation  Act.  Amplified  in  1979 

by  law  which  required  permits  for  archaeological  work  and  consent  by 
Indian  Tribes  when  being  done  on  Indian  land. 

Indian  Civil  Rights  Act  passed. 

1970  Blue  Lake  restored  to  Taos  Pueblo  (It  had  been  taken  away  in  1906 
for  a National  Forest) . 

1971  Alaska  Native  Claim  Settlement  Act. 

1973  Menominees  Restoration  Act  restored  tribal  status  (taken  away  in  1954) 
1975  Indian  Self  Determination  and  Education  Act 

1978  Tribes  don't  have  jurisdiction  over  non-Indians  living  on  Indian 
Reservations . 

PL95-341  American  Indian  Freedom  of  Religion  Act  provided  free  exercise  of 
traditional  religions.  Very  narrowly  interpreted  in  several  cases,  mostly 


those  associated  with  the  use  of  "drugs". 

Now  when  someone  says  why  do  NA  people  mistrust  government  actions,  some  of 
these  factors  may  be  at  the  root  of  it  all. 

/========================================\ 

/ Tsonkwadiyonrat  (Now  we  are  ONE  Spirit)  \ 

\ Hugh  hemlock@spectra.net  / 

\========================================/ 
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Sub j : stand! 

UUCP  email 


This  is  my  personal  affirmation  and  support  of  the  "Lakota  Declaration  of 
War"  issued  earlier  by  the  elders,  and  is  addressed  to  those  who  are  abusing 
our  Sacred  Ways. 


A'  Ho  Mitakolapi 

Anpetu  ki  le,  me  cante  eta  woaglake. 

Hear  me  my  friends 

Today,  I speak  to  you  from  my  heart 

My  name  is  Doe  Chipps  and  I am  of  the  tiospaye  Woptura,  the  oldest  Spiritual 
family  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  My  Great  Grandfather  was  the  Wicasa 
Wakan,  (Sacred  man)  that  gave  TaSunka  Witko  (Crazy  Horse),  his  wotave  that 
protected  him  in  battle  with  the  enemy.  My  brother  is  a respected  Yuwipi 
Wicasa,  and  my  other  brother  is  an  Intercessor  at  our  Sacred  Wiwanyank 
Wacipi  (Sun  Dance).  My  whole  family,  from  the  beginning,  has  practiced  our 
Sacred  ways  and  have  been  responsible  for  protecting  them  from  others  that 
would  make  a mockery  of  our  beliefs  and  Ceremonies.  They  have  taught  me 
these  Sacred  ways,  and  it  is  my  responsibility  to  protect  them  from  abuse  as 
well . 

There  has  been  the  Lakota  Declaration  of  War  posted  here  against  those  that 
would  abuse  our  ways.  I am  hereby  giving  notice  that  if  I hear  any  more 
about  our  Sacred  Ceremonies  from  those  that  are  not  authorized  to  teach 
them,  I will  do  all  within  my  power  to  have  you  removed  from  this  and  any 
list  where  I find  you.  I will  do  what  I can  to  have  your  web  page,  that 
desecrates,  these  Sacred  things  removed  from  the  web. 

The  Sacred  Cannupa,  which  should  never  be  called  a "pipe".  The  Inipi,  which 
should  never  be  called  a "sweat".  The  Wocekiye  Wanyanka,  literally  "Crying 
for  a Vision",  and  the  Wi  Wanyank  Wacipi,  "Gazing  at  the  Sun  Dance,  are 
Sacred  Ceremonies  that  my  family,  and  my  people  have  protected  throughout 
the  years,  some  have  even  died  defending  these  Sacred  Ways  and  preserving 
them  so  that  the  people  may  still  know  them  and  pray  in  these  ways  for  a 
better  life  for  all  the  people. 

I will  not  have  these  Sacred  Ceremonies  desecrated  by  some  "wouldbe 
wannabe"  Sham-Scam  man  or  woman.  By  doing  this  you  are  dishonoring  me  and 
my  family  and  all  my  people.  And  I will  not  allow  it.  I am  a warrior,  and 
I have  spent  my  life  in  defence  of  my  people  and  our  way  of  life.  Many  have 
died  doing  the  same  thing,  and  I will  not  allow  their  memory  to  be  defiled 
by  anyone,  man  or  woman  that  "pretends"  to  be  a teacher  of  our  ways. 


Ho  Hecetu  Welo 


(\######/) 

\ o ~ / 

(A  A) 
\*/ 


D.D.K.  Chipps 
"Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 
(Remember  Wounded  Knee) 
http : //www . eden . com/~jdkc 
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Sub j : Royal  Commission  3-1 

Mailing  List:  UpTowne  Online  Services  <uptowne@yak. nstn . ns . ca> 

[Editorial  note:  This  is  a continuing  series  of  a 
public  release  of  a Royal  Commission  Report.  Paul 
Antone<paul_antone@pch . gc . ca>  posted  it  to  the 
UpTowne  listserver  maintained  by  Don  Rayment.] 

Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 
Restructuring  the  Relationship 

To  restore  the  essence  of  the  early  relationship  between  Aboriginal 
and  settler  societies  described  in  Chapter  1,  the  elements  of 
partnership  must  be  recreated  in  modern  form.  The  starting  point  for 
this  transformation  is  recognition  of  Aboriginal  nationhood. 

Aboriginal  Peoples  as  Nations 

The  arguments  for  recognizing  that  Aboriginal  peoples  are  nations 
spring  from  the  past  and  the  present.  They  were  nations  when  they 
forged  military  and  trade  alliances  with  European  nations.  They  were 
nations  when  they  signed  treaties  to  share  their  lands  and  resources. 

And  they  are  nations  today  in  their  coherence,  their  distinctiveness  and 
their  understanding  of  themselves. 

Recognition  of  Aboriginal  nationhood  poses  no  threat  to  Canada  or  its 
political  and  territorial  integrity.  Aboriginal  nations  have  generally 
sought  coexistence,  co-operation  and  harmony  in  their  relations  with 
other  peoples.  What  they  seek  from  Canada  now  is  their  rightful  place 
as  partners  in  the  Canadian  federation. 

This  chapter  shows  how  the  foundations  of  Aboriginal  nationhood  were 
undone  and  how  they  can  be  rebuilt. 

The  Case  for  Self-Government 

Aboriginal  people  trace  their  existence  and  their  systems  of 
government  back  as  far  as  memory  and  oral  history  extend.  They  say 
that  the  ultimate  source  of  their  right  to  be  self-governing  is  the 
Creator.  The  Creator  placed  each  nation  on  its  own  land  and  gave  the 
people  the  responsibility  of  caring  for  the  land  and  one  another  until 
the  end  of  time. 

Three  other  sources  of  the  right  of  self-government  apply  to 
Aboriginal  peoples: 

+ In  Canadian  history,  the  colonial  powers  won  no  'rights  of 

conquest',  for  there  was  no  conquest.  Nor  was  North  America  terra 
nullius,  free  for  the  taking,  as  was  claimed  later.  In  most  of  their 
early  dealings  with  Indigenous  peoples  in  what  is  now  Canada,  the 
colonial  powers  recognized  them  as  self-governing  nations 
codifying  their  recognition  in  treaties  and  in  the  Royal 
Proclamation  of  1763. 

+ Aboriginal  peoples'  right  of  self-government  within  Canada  is 
acknowledged  and  protected  by  the  constitution.  It  recognizes  that 
Aboriginal  rights  are  older  than  Canada  itself  and  that  their 
continuity  was  part  of  the  bargain  between  Aboriginal  and  non- 
Aboriginal  people  that  made  Canada  possible. 

Aboriginal  nations  have  accepted  the  need  for  power  sharing  with 
Canada.  In  return,  they  ask  Canadians  to  accept  that  Aboriginal  self- 
government  is  not,  and  can  never  be,  a 'gift'  from  an  'enlightened' 
Canada.  The  right  is  inherent  in  Aboriginal  people  and  their  nationhood 
and  was  exercised  for  centuries  before  the  arrival  of  European 
explorers  and  settlers.  It  is  a right  they  never  surrendered  and  now  want 
to  exercise  once  more. 

We  believe  Aboriginal  people  must  be  recognized  as  partners  in  the 
complex  arrangements  that  make  up  Canada.  Indeed,  we  hold  that 
Aboriginal  governments  are  one  of  three  orders  of  government  in 
Canada  federal,  provincial/territorial , and  Aboriginal.  The  three  orders 


are  autonomous  within  their  own  spheres  of  jurisdiction , thus  sharing 
the  sovereignty  of  Canada  as  a whole.  Aboriginal  governments  are  not 
like  municipal  governments,  which  exercise  powers  delegated  from 
provincial  and  territorial  governments. 

Shared  sovereignty  is  an  important  feature  of  Canadian  federalism.  It 
permitted  the  early  partnership  between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal 
people,  and  later  it  permitted  the  union  of  provinces  that  became 
Canada . 

Canadian  governments  are  coming  gradually  to  accept  the  idea  of 
shared  sovereignty  and  Aboriginal  self-government.  But  they  have  been 
loath  to  hand  over  the  full  range  of  powers  needed  by  genuinely  self- 
governing  nations  or  the  resources  needed  to  make  self-government  a 
success . 

Rebuilding  Aboriginal  Nations 

We  have  concluded  that  the  right  of  self-government  cannot  reasonably 
be  exercised  by  small,  separate  communities,  whether  First  Nations, 

Inuit  or  Metis.  It  should  be  exercised  by  groups  of  a certain  size  groups 
with  a claim  to  the  term  'nation'. 

The  problem  is  that  the  historical  Aboriginal  nations  were  undermined 
by  disease,  relocations  and  the  full  array  of  assimilationist  government 
policies.  They  were  fragmented  into  bands,  reserves  and  small 
settlements.  Only  some  operate  as  collectivities  now.  They  will  have  to 
reconstruct  themselves  as  nations. 

We  believe  strongly  that  membership  in  Aboriginal  nations  should  not 
be  defined  by  race.  Aboriginal  nations  are  political  communities,  often 
comprising  people  of  mixed  background  and  heritage.  Their  bonds  are 
those  of  culture  and  identity,  not  blood.  Their  unity  comes  from  their 
shared  history  and  their  strong  sense  of  themselves  as  peoples. 

The  work  of  reconstructing  their  nations  poses  great  challenges  for 
Aboriginal  people.  They  will  need  to 

+ reconnect  communities  split  apart  by  years  of  band  or  settlement 
administration 

+ develop  constitutions,  design  structures,  and  train  personnel  to 
make  laws  and  administer  decisions 
+ negotiate  new  relations  with  the  other  two  orders  of  government 
in  Canada 

They  will  need  to  develop  their  human  resources.  They  will  have  to 
build  an  Aboriginal  public  service  from  the  strong  base  in  community 
administration  they  have  now.  They  will  have  to  encourage  the  attitudes 
necessary  to  be  self-governing.  And  they  will  have  to  promote  healing 
the  deep  social  and  spiritual  recovery  process  already  under  way  in 
many  Aboriginal  communities. 

To  support  the  rebuilding  of  Aboriginal  nations  and  shift  from 
paternalistic  policies  to  partnership  relations,  we  propose  a bold 
starting  place:  a new  Royal  Proclamation,  issued  by  the  Monarch  as 
Canada's  head  of  state  and  guardian  of  the  rights  of  Aboriginal  peoples. 

A new  proclamation  would  signal,  in  dramatic  terms,  a new  day  for 
Aboriginal  people.  Its  all-important  preamble  should  contain  these 
elements : 

+ Reaffirmation  of  Canada's  respect  for  Aboriginal  peoples  as 
distinct  nations. 

+ Acknowledgment  of  harmful  actions  by  past  governments,  which 
deprived  Aboriginal  peoples  of  their  lands  and  resources  and 
interfered  with  family  life,  spiritual  practices  and  governance 
structures . 

+ A statement  placing  the  relationship  on  a footing  of  respect, 

recognition,  sharing  and  mutual  responsibility  thus  ending  the  cycle 
of  blame  and  guilt  and  freeing  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal 
people  to  embrace  a shared  future. 

+ Affirmation  of  the  right  of  Aboriginal  peoples  to  fashion  their 
own  lives  and  control  their  own  governments  and  lands  not  as  a 
grant  from  other  Canadian  governments,  but  as  a right  inherent  in 
them  as  peoples  who  have  occupied  these  lands  from  time 


immemorial . 

+ Acknowledgment  that  justice  and  fair  play  are  essential  for 

reconciliation  between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  people  and  a 
commitment  by  Canada  to  create  institutions  and  processes  to 
strive  for  justice. 

The  proclamation  should  be  followed  by  the  enactment  of  companion 
legislation  by  the  Parliament  of  Canada  legislation  to  create  the  new 
laws  and  institutions  needed  to  implement  the  renewed  relationship. 

Their  combined  purpose  is  to  provide  the  authority  and  tools  for 
Aboriginal  people  to  structure  their  own  political,  social  and  economic 
future. 

Of  particular  importance  among  these  laws  is  an  Aboriginal  Nations 
Recognition  and  Government  Act  to  give  the  government  of  Canada  a 
mechanism  for  acknowledging  established  Aboriginal  nations  once 
their  processes  of  internal  reconstruction  and  institution  building  are 
complete . 

To  prepare  for  the  new  start,  the  federal  government  will  need  to 
undergo  some  reorganization  of  its  own: 

+ The  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development  and 
the  ministerial  position  that  goes  with  it  should  be  eliminated. 

+ A new  senior  cabinet  position,  the  Minister  for  Aboriginal 

Relations,  and  a new  Department  of  Aboriginal  Relations  should  be 
assigned  to  negotiate  and  manage  new  agreements  and  arrangements  from 
the  federal  government's  side. 

+ Another  minister,  the  Minister  of  Indian  and  Inuit  Services,  and  a 
new  Indian  and  Inuit  Services  department  should  be  assigned  to 
deliver  the  gradually  diminishing  services  coming  from  the  federal 
level . 

The  Prime  Minister  should  assume  responsibility  for  launching  and 
sustaining  the  renewed  relationship  and  signal  the  significance  of  the 
new  deal  by  participating  at  every  stage. 

Models  and  Powers  of  Self-Government 

Aboriginal  visions  of  self-government  are  as  varied  as  their  traditions, 
circumstances  and  aspirations.  Scores  of  detailed  proposals  for  self- 
government  have  been  drawn  up  by  Aboriginal  peoples  across  Canada. 

The  Commission  identified  three  basic  models,  each  with  many 
possible  variations.  These  models  are  all  realistic  and  workable  in  the 
framework  of  the  Canadian  federation. 


Internet:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

This  message  was  processed  by  NetXpress  from  Merlin  Systems  Inc. 


This  multi-part  series  will  be  presented  over  the  next  several  issues. 

My  thanks  to  Don  and  Paul  for  bringing  this  to  my  attention,  gary 

"RE : Hotevila  Denounces  Self  Appointed"  

From:  cdm@azstarnet.com  (Iyami) 

Sub j : Hotevila  denounces  self  appointed  leaders 
Date:  Mon,  27  lan  1997  19:31:28  LOCAL 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Apparently  in  response  to  recent  books  and  activities  by  non-Hopi  visitors 
and  unauthorized  local  "self-appointed  leaders  and  spokespersons,"  the 
following  article  was  published  in  the  official  Hopi  reservation  newspaper. 

Responses  should  be  sent  to  Hopi  Tutuveni,  P.O.  Box  123,  Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039, 
NOT  to  me.  I have  been  authorized  to  pass  on  previously  published 
information  as  necessary,  but  NOT  to  speak  for  the  Hopi  Tribe  in  conjunction 
with  such  information.  All  official  responses  must  come  from  the  parties 
involved,  or  the  editors  themselves. 


++++++++From  Hopi  Tutuveni,  Ilanuary  14: 

"By  Hotevila  Priesthood  Kiva  Members 

In  a historic  meeting  held  on  Ilanuary  3,  1997  at  the  Kokop  clan  house  in 
Hotevila,  members  of  the  four  Hopi  religious  priesthoods  decided  to  restrict 
access  to  the  village.  Severe  limitations  were  put  on  a new-age 
interpretation  and  appropriation  of  Hopi  religious  practices  which  include 
the  disassembling  of  their  shrines  on  Hotevila  lands. 

They  also  agreed  to  expose  self  appointed  leaders  and  spokespersons  of 
Hotevila . 

Kyashongewa,  Neil  Kayquaptewa,  who  called  for  the  meeting,  stated,  "All  my 
life  we  here  in  Hotevila  have  been  plagued  by  self  appointed  leaders  who  have 
created  confusion  in  this  village  with  the  support  of  outsiders.  We  have 
talked  about  meeting  on  this  for  a number  of  years,  and  now  the  priesthood 
members  have  made  their  decision." 

Neil,  who  is  82  years  old  has  been  appointed  through  traditional  practices  to 
lead  the  village  through  the  current  cycle. 

It  was  decided  to  invoke  the  kiva  practices  which  require  each  member  to 
state  his  position  and  truth  from  the  authority  of  the  kiva  into  which  they 
have  been  initiated,  which  is  also  considered  his  home. 

STATEMENT  OF  WIWIMKYAM  OF  HOTEVILA:  OUR  TUNATYA 

We  the  ordained  members  of  the  first  Wimi,  the  original  religious 
instruction,  have  gathered  on  this  day  of  Ilanuary  5,  1997  at  the  Kokop  clan 
house  in  Hotevila.  In  consultation  among  the  four  priesthoods  Aalt,  Wuwuchim, 
Tataukyam  and  Kwankwant  together  we  set  forth  out  tunatya,  our  wishes: 

1.  That  all  people  outside  of  our  village  and  our  jurisdiction  stop 
interfering  in  our  religious  affairs  and  religious  practices  and  that  the 
village  ceremonial  and  religious  events  are  closed  to  non-Hopis. 

2.  That  all  non-Hopi  shrines  be  obliterated  from  Hotevila  lands. 

3.  That  self  designated  religious  leaders  be  exposed  and  stopped. 

4.  That  all  people  accepting  our  hospitality  learn  and  accept  our  ways  of 
proper  conduct  and  respect,  before  entering  our  village." 

"RE : Ward  Valley  Nuke  Dump"  

Date:  Monday,  Ilanuary  27,  1997  10:26AM 

From:  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  <ien@igc.apc.org> 

Sub j : Ward  Valley  Indigenous  Nuke 

Released  by:  Indigenous  Environmental  Network(IEN) 

FORT  MOHAVE  AND  COLORADO  RIVER  NATIVE  NATIONS  ALLIANCE  CONTINUE  TO 
FIGHT  THE  PROPOSED  RADIOACTIVE  WASTE  DUMP  AT  WARD  VALLEY 

The  Department  of  Energy  (DOE)  will  be  holding  a meeting  of  their  "Host 
State  Technical  Coordinating  Committee"  on  Tuesday,  Ilanuary  28,  1997  in 
Laughlin,  Nevada  where  they  will  discuss  the  proposed  Ward  Valley  "low- 
level"  radioactive  waste  dump.  The  DOE  invited  state  and  nuclear  industry 
officials  to  make  presentations  at  their  meeting,  BUT  FAILED  TO  OFFER  ANY 
SIMILAR  INVITATION  TO  THE  IMPACTED  TRIBES  THAT  RESIDE  ALONG  THE  COLORADO 
RIVER. 

The  proposed  radioactive  waste  dump  is  being  sited  in  an  area  that  is 
sacred  to  the  Fort  Mojave  and  other  tribes  in  the  area.  The  proposed  Ward 
Valley  site  is  not  within  the  reservation  boundaries  of  the  tribes, 
however,  is  within  Native  traditional  lands  that  have  sacred  and 
culturally  significant  value  to  the  Native  Peoples. 

The  site  is  home  of  the  desert  tortoise,  an  endangered  species.  Plans 
are  to  bury  long-lasting  and  highly  dangerous  radioactive  wastes  from 
nuclear  plants  in  shallow,  unlined  trenches.  Ward  Valley  is  located 
directly  adjacent  to  the  new  Mojave  National  Preserve  and  is  surrounded  by 
eight  designated  Wilderness  Areas.  The  proposed  nuclear  dump  site  is  right 
above  a major  aquifer  and  18  miles  from  the  Colorado  River.  The  push  for 
the  Ward  valley  dump  comes  from  the  powerful  nuclear  energy  and  nuclear 
research  industry  lobby  group  looking  for  a cheap  grave  fro  their 
radioactive  waste  and  a way  to  transfer  liability  for  nuclear  waste  to  the 
taxpayer.  The  Ward  Valley  dump  contractor,  US  Ecology,  has  left  a trail 


of  leaking  dumps  and  litigation  across  the  United  States. 

The  DOE  has  announced  that  they  will  arrive  at  Ward  Valley  at  10:00  a.m. 
on  Wednesday,  January  29,1997  to  have  a tour  of  the  proposed  radioactive 
waste  dump.  The  site  is  located  22  miles  west  of  Needles,  California, 
near  the  Water  Road  exit  off  Interstate  40. 

Steve  Lopez,  Fort  Mojave  Ward  Valley  Director  has  announced  that  Native 
tribal  leaders,  community  members,  traditional  elders  and  environmental 
justice  activists  will  gather  at  the  entrance  to  Ward  Valley  at  9 a.m. 
Wednesday  morning,  lanuary  29,  1997  to  greet  the  U.S.,  state  and  nuclear 
industry  officials.  A traditional  Native  ceremony  will  be  taking  place  at 
the  site  awaiting  for  the  tour  visitation  of  the  U.S.,  state  and  nuclear 
undustry  delegates.  The  Native  representatives  and  environmental 
supporters  will  express  their  opposition  to  the  proposed  dump,  and  CALL 
UPON  PRESIDENT  CLINTON  TO  INTERVENE  TO  STOP  THE  DUMP  AND  RESPECT  THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL,  CULTURAL,  AND  SPIRITUAL  CONCERNS  OF  THE  NATIVE  ELDERS  AND 
TRIBES  THAT  LIVE  ALONG  THE  COLORADO  RIVER. 

The  Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Quechan,  Cocopah  and  Colorado  River  Indian 
Tribes  have  formed  the  "Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance"  to  stop 
the  dump  and  protect  the  Colorado  River  and  Ward  Valley,  places  of  sacred 
significance  to  the  tribes.  The  tribes  consider  Ward  valley  sacred 
homeland  and  have  vowed  to  defend  their  traditions,  land,  water,  air,  and 
culture.  The  tribal  councils  of  the  five  tribes,  their  traditional  elders 
and  tribal  grassroots  members  are  standing  united  in  their  fight  against 
this  proposed  waste  dump. 

The  Fort  Mojave  have  put  out  a call  for  support  at  this  meeting  so  that 
there  would  be  a continued  strong  message  that  the  siting  of  this 
radioactive  dump  at  Ward  Valley  makes  no  sense.  The  Indigenous 
Environmental  Network,  Ward  Valley  Coalition,  Greenpeace  and  many  other 
Native  and  non-Native  support  groups  continue  to  stand  in  defense  of  the 
Indigenous  rights  of  the  Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Quechan,  Cocopah  and 
Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  to  protect  their  families  from  the 
contamination  of  leaking  radionuclides  from  the  dump. 

FIGHT  ENVIRONMENTAL  INJUSTICE! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Come  and  support  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and  the  Ward 
Valley  Coalition  in  their  stance  on  January  29,  1997. 

WE  MUST  ACT  NOW!  Call,  write,  email  and  fax  President  Clinton.  Tell 
him  to  protect  Colorado  River  from  radioactive  contamination,  honor  his 
committment  to  the  Indian  tribes  and  protect  tribal  land,  water,  cultural 
and  sacred  sites  and  to  preserve  Wilderness  and  protect  critical  habitat 
for  endangered  species. 

President  Bill  Clinton,  The  White  House,  Washington,  D.C.  20500,  Phone 
(202)  456-1414,  Fax  (202)  456-2461,  e-mail:  president@whitehouse.gov 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For  more  information: 

Steve  Lopez,  Ft.  Mojave  Tribe,  (619)  326-4591  or  Save  Ward  Valley 
Office  (619)  326-6267 

To  provide  letters  of  support:  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe,  500 
Merriman  Avenue,  Needles,  CA  92363  Chemehuevi  Indian  Tribe,  PO  Box 
1976,  Havasu  Lake,  CA  52363  Cocopah  Indian  Tribe,  County  15  and 
Ave  G,  Somerton,  AZ  85350  Quechan  Indian  Tribe,  Fort  Yuma  Indian 
Reservation,  PO  Box  11352,  Yuma,  AZ  85366  Colorado  River 

Indian  Tribes,  Route  1,  Box  23B,  Parker,  AZ  85344 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Other  dates  to  be  aware  of: 

lanuary  31,  1997,  at  9:00  am,  the  Tribes  will  take  their  concerns  to  the 
Southwestern  Low-Level  Radioactive  Waste  Commission  meeting  in  Needles 

Nuclear  Free  Newe  Sogobia  Gathering,  and  Indigenous  Anti-Nuclear 
Gathering  on  the  west  side  of  Yucca  Mountain,  March  21-23,  1997.  Sponsored 
by  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  with  Citizen  Alert  Native  American 
Program  as  host.  For  more  info  contact:  Ian  Zabarte,  Nuke  Free  Newe 
Sogobia  Gathering  Organizer  (702)  796-5562  or  Virginia  Sanchez,  CANAP 
Director  (702)  827-5511  or  (702)  863-0258. 

Healing  Global  Wounds,  March  27-31,  Nevada.  For  more  infomation, 
contact  Healing  Global  Wounds  (408)  338-0147.  They  are  preparing  for  a 


13-day  series  of  diverse  events  at  the  Nevada  Test  Site, 

March  23  - April  4,  1997. 

Ward  Valley  Spring  Gathering,  April  25-27,  1997  at  the  Ward  Valley 
site,  California 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

INDIGENOUS  ENVIRONMENTAL  NETWORK 

P.O.  Box  485  Bemidji,  MN  56619  -0485  USA  Ph:  (218)  751-4967  Fax: 

(218)  751-0561  e-mail:  ien@igc.apc.org  web  page: 
http : //www. alpha cdc . com/ ien 

"RE : Dineh  Situation"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Ian  1997  08:18:26  -0600 
From:  bobf@jal . cc . il . us  (Robert  Fester) 

Sub j : Dineh  Situation 

UUCP  email 
Good  morning  all. 

I have  thought  much  about  the  situation  of  the  Dineh  people  versus  Peabody 
Coal  Company.  First,  let  me  say  that  I live  in  southern  Illinois.  Until 
just  a few  years  ago,  this  region  was  heavily  mined  with  both  pit  mines  and 
shaft  mines.  In  many  places,  it  looks  awful.  The  most  recent  mines  have 
been  required  to  cover  their  scars  but  there  are  still  vast  areas  that  look 
like  moonscapes.  Because  of  emission  regulations,  most  have  now  shut  down 
because  our  local  coal  is  high  in  sulphur.  The  companies  now  look  westward 
for  new  coal  fields. 

These  coal  companies  are  ruthless  and  relentless.  Their  bottom  line  is 
always--their  bottom  line.  They  are  historically  famous  for  strikebreakers 
and  violence.  Expect  this  situation  with  the  Dineh  to  get  extremely 
volatile  if  the  companies  do  not  get  their  way.  Their  main  line  of 
propaganda  will  be  centered  around  local  unemployment  and  the  jobs  the  mines 
will  bring.  With  tribal  councils  on  their  side,  who  knows... 

I am  especially  concerned  about  one  aspect  of  the  problem  the  Dineh  in 
particular  and  all  native  Americans  and  their  supporters  face  in  this 
matter.  It  has  been  said  that  the  tribal  leadership  of  both  the  Navajo  and 
Hopi  support  the  companies  while  the  traditional  elders  oppose  mining.  The 
dilemma  is  this:  at  what  point  do  we  turn  away  from  tribal  government  and  to 

individuals?  The  answer,  I think,  is  not  so  easy  as  it  seems. 

I am  reminded  of  the  issue  of  termination  where  the  government  broke  up  the 
traditional  collective  into  individual  allotments,  which  were  then  easier  to 
steal . 

Deloria  covers  this  at  length  in  "Custer  Died  For  Your  Sins."  Do  we  want  to 

turn  away  from  tribal  structure?  I don't  think  so,  but  sometimes  when  tribal 

governments  work  hand-in-glove  with  the  Feds  against  the  interests  of 
traditional  people,  the  idea  is  tempting.  Internal  reform  of  any  government 
is  slow  and  painful. 

Add  to  this  situation  the  housing  scandal  reported  by  the  Seattle  "Times," 
(I  think  thats  the  paper)  where  tribal  leaders  got  new  homes  and  the  poor 
got  the  shaft.  It  looks  like  this  time  in  Arizona  the  poor  might  get  the 
shaft  again--the  mine  shaft  this  time--unless  something  unforeseen  happens.. 

This  brings  up  a question  I asked  before.  Is  there  a crisis  of  confidence  in 
a lot  of  tribal  governments? 

I apologize  for  the  length  of  this... 

In  Spirit 
Bob  Fester 


"RE;  Operation  Buffalo  Rescue"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Ian  1997  17:36:09  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Press  release  OPERATION  BUFFALO  RESCUE 
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Contact:  "J.D.K.  Chipps"  < jdkc@eden . com>  OPERATION  BUFFALO  RESCUE 

INFORMATION  FOR  THE  MEDIA  CONTACTS:  KARLE  OR  MATTHEWS 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  (307)  344-2015  or  344-2010 

January  22,  1997  -4:15  p.m.  97-18 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK  CONTINUES  BISON  OPERATIONS 

Yellowstone  National  Park  Superintendent  Michael  Finley  announced 
today  that  bison  have  continued  to  migrate  near  Stephens  Creek  along  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  park.  The  Interim  Bison  Management  Plan 
(approved  and  signed  on  August  5,  1996)  requires  that  all  bison  along 
the  northern  boundary  moving  toward  adjacent  private  land  where  cattle 
are  grazed  must  be  captured  and  transported  to  certified  slaughter 
facilities . 

However,  the  plan  does  provide  that  "should  unusual  circumstance 
develop  that  are  beyond  the  range  of  environmental  conditions 
experienced  since  1984-86,  the  agencies  may  develop  contingency  plans  to 
assure  that  removals  of  bison  outside  of  cattle-free  public  lands  in 
Montana  do  not  compromise  the  integrity  of  the  bison  herd  within 
Yellowstone  National  Park."  These  usual  circumstances  now  exist  with 
the  severe  weather  conditions  the  park  has  been  experiencing,  the  large 
numbers  of  bison  already  taken  to  slaughter  facilities  or  shot,  and  the 
significant  winter  mortality  of  bison  expected  this  year.  To  mitigate 
these  impacts,  the  park  began  testing  all  captured  bison  on  January  21, 

1997,  at  the  Stephens  Creek  facility.  Bison  that  test  seropositive  will 
continue  to  be  shipped  to  slaughter  facilities;  bison  that  test 
seronegative  will  be  held  in  a separate  area  at  the  Stephens  Creek 
facility  while  discussions  with  the  State  of  Montana  to  develop 
contingency  plans  continue. 

On  January  21,  46  bison  were  tested  for  the  brucella  organism  by  a 
veterinarian  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture ' s Animal  and  Plant  Health 
Inspection  Service  (APHIS);  test  results  showed  30  bison  as  seronegative 
and  16  seropositive.  (Testing  seropositive  to  the  brucella  organism 
does  not  mean  a bison  is  infectious  and  capable  of  transmitting  the 
disease;  it  indicates  the  bison  was  exposed  to  the  brucella  organism  at 
one  time.)  Fourteen  of  the  seropositive  bison  were  shipped  to  a 
slaughter  facility  in  Columbus,  Montana,  Wednesday  morning  (January 
22) . The  remaining  two  seropositive  animals  had  to  be  shot  by  park 
staff  because  of  injuries  sustained  during  capture  operations  (a 
yearling  bull  on  January  21,  and  a cow  on  January  22).  There  are 
approximately  80  bison  in  a larger  pasture  being  held  until  they  can  be 
processed . 


"RE:  Emergency  Injunction"  

Date:  Fri,  24  Jan  1997  20:28:11  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi.net> 

Sub j : Emergency  Injunction 
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(permission  is  given  to  repost) 

--  [ From:  J.D.K.  Chipps  * EMC.Ver  #2.5.02  ] -- 
Wednesday  January  22  8:39  PM  EDT 

Conservationists  File  for  Emergency  Injunction  to  Halt  Bison  Killing 

HELENA,  Mont. Jan.  22,  1997- -Pointing  out  that  government  agents  have 

already  shot  or  corralled  and  sent  to  slaughterhouses  six  hundred  bison 
from  Yellowstone  National  Park,  local  and  national  conservation  groups  today 
filed  a court  motion  for  an  emergency  injunction  to  halt  further  killing. 

The  groups  warned  that  the  program  must  be  stopped  immediately  because  the 
corralling,  in  combination  with  a difficult  winter,  threatens  the  survival 
of  the  last  free-roaming  bison  herd  in  North  America. 

Conservationists  challenged  the  bison  trapping  inside  the  park  as  a 
violation  of  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  National  Park 
Service  Organic  Act,  and  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  Protection  Act. 


Although  the  U.S.  District  Court  denied  their  motion  for  a preliminary 
injunction  on  Dec.  19,  today  their  motion  noted  that  since  that  time, 
"Exceptionally  harsh  winter  weather  has  combined  with  snowmobile  trail 
grooming  to  create  a massive  movement  of  bison  towards  the  north  and  west 
boundaries  of  Yellowstone  National  Park. . .the  575  Yellowstone  bison  that 
have  been  killed  already  this  winter  under  the  interim  plan  is  greater  than 
the  number  of  bison  that  have  been  killed  in  any  other  year  since  the 
founding  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  in  1872." 

The  appeal  of  the  U.S.  District  Court's  decision  will  be  pending  for 
several  months  in  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  during  which  time  they 
say  work  by  Yellowstone's  leading  bison  researcher  indicates  that  current 
practices  could  "jeopardize  the  very  existence  of  the  Yellowstone  bison  herd 
"The  motion  for  an  emergency  injunction  is  necessary  in  order  to  ensure 
that  the  herd  is  not  crippled  before  the  Ninth  Circuit  has  a chance  to  rule. 

Represented  by  the  Sierra  Club  Legal  Defense  Fund  (SCLDF),  the  groups 
asking  for  the  emergency  injunction  include  the  Greater  Yellowstone 
Coalition,  Defenders  of  Wildlife,  lackson  Flole  Alliance  for  Responsible 
Planning,  Gallatin  Wildlife  Association,  American  Buffalo  Foundation,  and 
David  Ritchey.  They  are  suing  the  National  Park  Service,  which  is  corralling 
bison  as  they  head  out  of  the  park  and  shipping  them  to  slaughterhouses,  as 
well  as  various  other  agencies  in  the  Interior  and  Agriculture  departments. 
Montana  cattle  ranchers  harbor  fears  about  brucellosis,  a bacterial  disease, 
passing  from  bison  to  cattle  when  they  leave  the  park,  despite  the  lack  of  a 
single  documented  case  of  such  transmission. 

Dim  Angell,  SCLDF  lawyer  representing  the  groups,  emphasizes  that,  "The 
corralling  program  sets  a number  of  inappropriate  precedents,  not  only 
violating  NEPA's  requirement  for  environmental  impact  statements,  but  also 
implying  that  the  bison  must  stay  within  park  boundaries.  Neither  federal  or 
state  agencies  have  looked  at  alternatives  or  studied  the  effects  on  the 
ecosystem  of  removing  the  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  bison  that  have  already 
been  killed  under  this  plan." 

After  participating  in  a meeting  with  Montana  Gov.  Marc  Racicot  today, 

Mike  Clark,  executive  director  of  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition,  said, 
"Montana  has  a responsibility  to  protect  the  Yellowstone  bison  herd,  rather 
than  turning  Montana's  public  lands  into  a killing  field.  The  harsh  winter 
conditions  make  this  an  extraordinary  year.  We  must  allow  bison  to  follow 
their  natural  instincts  to  migrate  to  lower-elevation  range  outside 
Yellowstone  National  Park." 

At  the  beginning  of  the  winter,  Yellowstone's  bison  herd  stood  at  more  tha 
three  thousand.  By  the  end  of  the  winter,  conservationists  fear  that  those 
numbers  will  be  greatly  diminished.  Rodger  Schlickeisen,  President  of 
Defenders  of  Wildlife,  noted  that,  "The  National  Park  Service  should  not  be 
managing  our  nation's  premiere  wildlife  populations  based  primarily  on 
invalid  fears  and  local  interests.  The  free-roaming  bison  belong  to  all 
Americans,  and  they  should  at  a minimum  be  protected  on  public  lands  outside 
park  boundaries.  They  are  part  of  our  heritage  that  should  be  preserved  for 
future  generations." 

Franz  Camenzind  of  the  lackson  Hole  Alliance  for  Responsible  Planning 
concludes,  "What's  happening  now  in  Yellowstone 

proves  that  short-term  solutions  can  be  very  fatal.  We  must  stop  this 
killing  now  and  look  for  long-term  solutions  that  are  based 
on  sound  ecosystem  concepts  and  not  arbitrary  political  boundaries." 

CONTACT:  lim  Angell  of  the  Sierra  Club  Legal  Defense  Fund, 

406-586-9699,  or 

Bob  Ekey  of  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition, 

406-586-1593,  or 

loan  Moody,  202-682-9400,  ext.  220,  or 
Bob  Ferris,  202-682-9400,  ext.  229, 
both  of  Defenders  of  Wildlife 
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Park  Supporters  Ask  White  House  To  Save  Yellowstone  Bison 
Record  592  Animals  Slaughtered 

Washington,  D.C.  --  The  nation's  largest  park  advocacy  group  today  called 
on  the  White  House  to  rescind  Yellowstone  National  Park's  Interim  Bison 
Management  plan,  which  calls  for  the  slaughter  of  all  bison  leaving  the 
park's  northern  boundary.  The  National  Parks  and  Conservation  Association 
(NPCA)  blamed  the  continuing  slaughter  of  bison  in  Yellowstone  on  federal 
bureaucrats'  unwillingness  to  stand  up  to  the  demands  of  the  State  of 
Montana.  NPCA  charged  that  the  National  Park  Service  and  the  Agriculture 
Department's  Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service  (APHIS)  caved  in  to 
unfounded  concerns  about  the  spread  of  brucellosis  to  cattle. 

"The  destruction  of  an  American  symbol  at  a park  which  is  a symbol  of 
America  is  abhorrent,"  said  Paul  C.  Pritchard,  President  of  NPCA.  "For  bison 
to  be  exterminated  with  the  willing  consent  and  participation  of  the  very 
government  agencies  that  are  charged  with  protecting  them  is  heinous. 
President  Clinton  has  shown  his  leadership  in  working  to  protect 
Yellowstone's  waters  from  the  threat  of  gold  mining  on  the  park's  border. 

Now  he  needs  to  step  in  to  protect  Yellowstone's  bison  --  something  both  the 
Park  Service  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  failed  to  do." 

Only  halfway  into  the  winter,  592  park  bison  have  been  captured  and  killed 
The  Park  Service  is  holding  approximately  100  more  in  pens.  Alarmed  by  the 
number  of  bison  deaths,  the  park  Tuesday  began  to  test  bison  caught  at  the 
park's  north  gate  for  exposure  to  brucellosis  and  are  considering  a 
quarantine  for  animals  that  test  negative.  Sixteen  of  the  44  bison  tested 
since  Tuesday  had  tested  positive  and  were  shipped  to  slaughter. 

Severe  winter  weather  is  causing  starvation  and  driving  record  numbers  of 
the  3,500-head  herd  from  the  park.  Deep  snow  that  came  early  to  the  park 
froze  into  a thick  crust  that  bison  can't  break  through  to  graze.  Until  now, 
the  most  bison  slaughtered  in  a year  was  569  in  the  winter  of  1988- '89. 

The  bison  management  agreement  provides  for  the  development  of  contingency 
plans  if  it  appears  that  removal  of  the  bison  is  compromising  the  integrity 
of  the  Yellowstone  herd.  But,  despite  the  double  threat  of  harsh  weather  and 
record  numbers  of  bison  being  slaughtered,  alternatives  are  not  being 
considered.  According  to  a spokeswoman  for  Montana  Governor  Marc  Racicot, 
the  Governor  today  rejected  out  of  hand  a number  of  alternatives  to  the 
slaughter.  APHIS  officials  have  also  refused  to  budge  from  their  position  of 
zero  tolerance. 

"The  American  people  have  trusted  the  Park  Service  to  protect  Yellowstone 
and  all  its  wildlife.  The  Park  Service  has  betrayed  that  trust  by  giving 
away  its  management  prerogative  to  Montana,"  Pritchard  said. 

Brucellosis,  which  causes  cattle  to  abort,  has  been  detected  in  the 
Yellowstone  bison  herd,  but  there  has  never  been  a single  case  of  bison 
transmitting  brucellosis  to  cattle  in  the  wild.  Montana's  cattle  herds  are 
currently  classified  as  brucellosis-free. 

The  National  Parks  and  Conservation  Association  (NPCA)  is  America's  only 
private  nonprofit  citizen  organization  dedicated  solely  to  protecting, 
preserving,  and  enhancing  the  U.S.  National  Park  System.  An  association  of 
"Citizens  Protecting  America's  Parks,"  NPCA  was  founded  in  1919  and  today 
has  500,000  members. 

A library  of  national  park  information,  including  fact  sheets,  congression 
testimony,  position  statements,  press  releases  and  media  alerts,  can  be 
found  in  NPCA's  Press  Room  on  the  World  Wide  Web  at  http://www.npca.org. 

(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 
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NORTH  CENTRAL  MINNESOTA  NATIVE  AMERICAN  VETERANS  OUTREACH  AND  RESOURCE  CENTER 


BIA  turns  petition  dispute  over  the  MCT/TEC  (letter  below) 

Department  of  the  Interior 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
Minnesota  Agency 
Rt  3 Box  112 

Cass  Lake,  MN  56633-8913 


Norman  Deschampe,  President 

Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe 

PO  Box  217 

Cass  Lake,MN  56633 

Dear  President  Deschampe, 

On  January  6,  1997  I received  a copy  of  Leech  Lake  Reservation  Tribal 
Council  ("Council")  Resolution  97-69,  which  has  dismissed  the  petition  for 
removal  or  recall  election  of  District  III  Representative  Myron  Ellis  and 
cancelled  the  hearing  scheduled  by  the  council  to  address  the  charges. 
Originally,  Resolution  No.  97-69  was  passed  by  the  council  on  September  25, 
1996  which  set  a hearing  date  of  Monday,  December  2,  1996  to  address 
charges  brought  against  Mr.  Ellis  in  the  petition.  Resolution  No.  97-51, 
passed  on  December  3,  1996,  postponed  the  hearing  until  January  7,  1997  in 
order  to  provide  additional  time  to  review  the  charges. 

On  January  7,  1997  I was  presented  with  a cover  letter  and  a copy  of  the 
petition  from  Diane  E.  White,  spokesperson  for  the  petitioners,  which  demands 
a recall  election  or  removal  of  Mr.  Ellis  from  office. 

The  letter  cites  Article  X,  Section  5 of  the  MCT  Constitution  and 
has  appealed  this  to  the  Secretary  of  Interior  claiming  that  the 
Reservation  Business  Committee  failed  to  act.  Additionally,  the 
petitioners  claim  that  Resolution  No.  97-69  is  unconstitutional  an  invalid 
since  the  petition  has  met  the  requirements  of  Article  X and  the 
Constitution  does  not  allow  for  cancellation  of  a hearing  which  has  been 
set . 

In  reviewing  all  of  the  documents  above,  I believe  this  is  a valid 
concern,  I believe  this  is  a valid  concern.  However,  since  this  is  is 
directly  related  to  Constitutional  interpretation,  it  must  be  addressed  and 
clarified  by  the  Tribal  Executive  Committee  (TEC),  not  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs.  Upon  receipt  of  a response  from  the  TEC,  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  will  consider  taking  the  appropriate  action. 

Your  timely  response  will  be  appreciated. 

(signed) 

Joel  Smith 

SUPERINTENDENT 

CC 

Leech  Lake  Tribal  Council 
Diane  E.  White,  spokesperson 
Larry  Morrin,  Acting  Area  Director 
Office  of  the  Field  Solicitor 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Shortly  before  Christmas  the  home  of  the  person  tending  the  people's 
petitions  (for  recall  election  or  removal  of  Leech  Lake  RBC  District 
Representative  Alfred  Fairbanks,  Jr.)  burned  to  the  ground. 


Runoff  election  for  Leech  Lake  Secretary/Treasurer  will  be  held  Tuesday 
Danuary  28.  Candidates  are  Frank  "Walter"  Reese  and  Linda  Dohnston.  Both 
candidates  support  constitutional  reform. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Runoff  election  for  White  Earth  will  be  held  in  March.  Runoff  candidates 
are : 

For  Secretary/Treasurer  are  Erma  D.  Vizenor  and  Albert  lames  Goodwin,  Dr. 
For  District  I Representative  Irene  Auginash-Turney  and  Marcell  L.  Goodwin. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


White  Earth  Activist  speaks  out  about  absentee  voting  system: 

(Bemidji  Resident  Lori  (Queenie)  Stone-Gellings  was  one  of  dozens  of 
witnesses  who  testified  in  last  year's  trial  of  former  White  Earth 
officials  that  they  names  were  forged  on  fraudulent  ballots  in  the  1194 
election . ) 

"All  those  absentee  ballots  have  hurt  people  on  the  reservation.  If  you 
want  the  right  to  vote  on  your  reservation,  go  up  to  vote  on  your 
reservation!  Absentee  voting  grants  undue  influence  to  those  who  are  least 
affected  by  reservation  policies." 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


>>> > 

Bernard  1.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource  Center 
"Vets  helping  Vets" 


RE:  Occaneechi  Seek  Dustice 


Date:  22  Dan  1997  23:11:42  GMT 
From:  nassawango@aol.com  (Nassawango) 

Sub  j : N.C.'s  Occaneechi  seek  justice 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

North  Carolina's  Occaneechi  Band  of  the  Saponi  Nation,  denied  recognition 
by  the  NC  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs  in  Dec.  1995,  is  scheduled  to  have 
their  case  heard  at  the  Office  of  Administrative  hearings  before  an 
administrative  trial  judge  Feb.  24,  1997.  In  spite  of  overwhelming 
support  from  experts  in  Indian  history  and  anthropology,  and  in  spite  of 
the  recommendations  of  their  own  hired  consultants,  the  Commission  members 
chose  to  turn  down  the  Occaneechi 's  600+  page  petition  for  recognition. 
While  accepting  the  Occaneechi  as  Indians,  the  Commission  refused  to 
recognize  them  as  a tribe,  allegedly  because  of  a small  degree  of 
non-Indian  ancestry.  The  Occaneechi  believe  that  the  Commission  does  not 
want  to  have  to  share  resources  with  the  Occaneechi,  or  change  the  balance 
of  power  on  the  present  Board  by  allowing  any  other  tribe  representation. 
None  of  the  present  tribes  who  make  up  the  Commission  had  to  meet  the 
criteria  that  they  now  impose  on  the  Occaneechi,  except  the  Meherrin 
Tribe,  which  had  also  been  the  only  tribe  to  support  the  Occaneechi.  The 
Occaneechi  allege  that  they  are  being  held  to  a far  higher  standard  than 
were  the  Meherrins,  and  that  the  decision  is  being  made  by  persons  who  (1) 
belong  to  tribes  which  themselves  could  not  meet  the  criteria  the  have  set 
up,  and  (2)  whose  tribes  stand  to  lose  a degree  of  state  resources  if  the 
Occaneechi  are  recognized.  The  Occaneechi  are  a small  tribe,  and  could 
use  help;  call  Gregory  Richardson,  executive  director,  NC  Commission  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  ask  him  why  the  Occaneechi  are  being  held  to  a higher 
standard  than  other  tribes.  One  specific  instance  is  that  the  Meherrin 
received  only  one  grant  specified  as  for  Indian  only,  as  had  the 
Occaneechi;  This  was  deemed  to  be  sufficient  in  the  case  of  the  Meherrin, 
but  not  for  the  Occaneechi.  The  Occaneechi  allege  that  many  of  the 
Commission  members  are  jealous  of  the  work  done  by  the  Occaneechi  without 
government  assistance,  while  their  own  tribes  have  spent  thousands  of 
dollars  of  Federal  money  without  amassing  the  quantity  (or  quality)  of 
information  that  the  Occaneechi  have.  Please  call  and  urge  Mr.  Richardson 


to  negotiate  with  the  Occaneechi,  before  a court  battle  begins  that  will, 
of  necessity,  have  a negative  impact  on  all  Indians  in  NIC.  The  Occaneechi 
only  wish  to  be  recognized  for  who  they  are,  and  will  not  give  up  the 
struggle  they  wage  for  the  sake  of  their  children.  The  Commission's  # is 
919-733-5998.  For  more  info  call  919-304-3723  and  ask  for  Forest  Flazel, 

3ohn  Jeffries,  or  Lawrence  Dunmore.  Thanks! 

"RE : Dineh  Alliance  Needs  Help!"  

Date:  Sat,  25  Jan  1997  21:25:59  -0500 

From:  "David  B.  Bowden"  <dbbowden@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : FWD:  Dineh  Alliance  Needs  Help! 

UUCP  email 

Louise  Benally  of  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  has  asked  LPDC  to  aid  in 
stopping  the  forced  relocation  of  Dine  people  from  Hopi  Partitioned  Land. 
Forced  evictions  are  now  posted  beginning  April  1,  1997.  The  Department  of 
"Justice"  will  be  "the  strong  arm  of  the  task  force"  in  charge  of  forcefully 
moving  people  from  their  homes.  We  ask  everyone  to  please  help  stop  this 
from  happening  by  writing  and/or  faxing  letters  to:  President  Albert  Hale, 
Navajo  Nation,  Box  9000,  Window  Rock,  AZ  86515,  fax  520-871-4025;  Chairman 
Ferrell  Secakuku,  Hopi  Tribe,  PO  Box  123,  Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039,  fax 
520-734-6665;  President  Bill  Clinton,  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave,  Washngton,  DC 
20500,  fax  202-456-2461. 

For  more  information  contact  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation,  PO  Box  1042,  Hotevilla, 
AZ  86030  (520)607-1449 

The  LPDC  also  asks  that  you  remember  Leonard  and  his  bid  for  clemency  by 
continuing  to  call  the  White  House  Comment  Line  at  202-456-1111  (hit  0 to 
avoid  survey) 

"Deep  peace  I breathe  into  you 
Oh  weariness  here,  0 ache,  here! 

Deep  peace,  a soft  white  dove  to  you; 

Deep  peace,  a quiet  rain  to  you; 

Deep  peace,  an  ebbing  wave  to  you!" 

"RE;  NAFTA  Commission  Assails  US"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Jan  1997  21:21:28  -0700 
From:  Robin  Silver  <silver@indirect.com> 

Sub j : NAFTA  Commission  Assails  US 

UUCP  email 

For  Immediate  Release,  January  22,  1997 

NAFTA  Secretary  Requests  US  Explain  San  Pedro  DoD  Violations 
International  precedent  set  to  end  US  Army  lawlessness 

The  Secretary  of  the  Commission  for  Environmental  Cooperation  has  requested 
that  the  US  explain  its  failure  to  obey  US  environmental  law.  The  US  has 
been  promoting  the  destruction  of  the  last  living  river  in  the  US  to  promote 
local  developers  and  to  maintain  a massive  US  military  presence  at  Ft. 
Huachuca  on  the  US/Mexican  border.  The  military  missions  conducted  at  Ft. 
Huachuca  can  be  accomplished  at  alternative  locations  in  less  environmentally 
sensitive  areas  elsewhere. 

On  November  14,  1996,  a petition  was  submitted  to  the  Secretariat  of  the 
Commission  for  Environmental  Cooperation  by  Earthlaw  on  behalf  of  the 
Southwest  Center  for  Biological  Diversity.  The  petition  was  submitted  under 
Article  14  of  the  North  American  Agreement  on  Environmental  Cooperation 
allowing  non-governmental  entities  to  seek  assistance  when  an  Agreement 
country  fails  to  enforce  its  own  environmental  laws. 

The  San  Pedro  River  is  the  last  living  river  in  the  Southwest.  Over  half 
of  the  more  than  700  US  bird  species  have  been  recorded  along  the  San  Pedro. 
The  San  Pedro  River  has  been  recognized  as  a "Globally  Important  Bird  Area" 
by  the  American  Bird  Conservancy.  The  US  Army,  as  required  by  US 
environmental  law,  has  never  evaluated  and  publicly  admitted  the  destructive 


effects  on  the  San  Pedro  River  resulting  from  its  massive  presence  at  Ft. 
Huachuca . 

Uncontrolled,  excessive  local  growth  and  the  resulting  ground  water  pumping 
have  already  reduced  base  flows  in  the  San  Pedro  by  67%  in  the  last  fifty 
years  according  to  US  Geological  Survey  (USGS)  data.  For  23  years,  internal 
US  Army  documents  have  shown  that  the  massive  military  presence  at  Ft. 
Huachuca  continue  to  negatively  affect  the  San  Pedro  River. 

For  seven  years,  the  Army  has  blatantly  violated  the  law  to  risk  continued 
destruction  of  the  San  Pedro  River.  Army  officials  have  admitted  that  they 
have  violated  the  law.  US  Courts  have  confirmed  that  the  Army  continues  to 
violate  the  law.  The  Department  of  Defense,  the  Justice  Department,  and  the 
US  Congress  continue  to  do  nothing.  The  NAFTA  Commission  request  to  EPA 
Administrator  Carol  Browner  recognizes  that  the  US  Courts  have  found  and  the 
US  Army  has  admitted  violations  of  US  environmental  law  in  order  to  continue 
the  US  Army  massive  military  presence  at  Ft.  Huachuca. 

For  Information: 

Dr.  Robin  Silver,  SWCBD  Conservation  Chair,  602  246  4170 
Mark  Hughes,  Esq.,  Earthlaw,  303  871  6996 

- — "RE:  Dartmouth  NA  Studies  Position"  

Date:  Sun,  26  Jan  1997  21:10:24  -0700 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <cmilda(3G00DNET. COM> 

Sub j : Native  American  Studies  Program  Position,  Dartmouth  College  (Fwd) 

Mailing  List:  NAT-WORK  <NAT-W0RK@VM1 . CC . UAKRON . EDU> 

Job  Opportunities 
border.gif 

Native  American  Studies  Program  Position 
Dartmouth  College 
Hanover,  New  Hampshire 

The  Native  American  Studies  Program  at  Dartmouth  College  seeks 
candidates  for  a tenure-track  position  at  the  assistant  professor 
level  with  expertise  in  contemporary  Native  American  issues. 

The  successful  candidate  should  be  able  to  teach  courses  addressing  a 
broad  range  of  political,  social,  legal,  and  economic  issues  in 
American  Indian  Studies.  The  appointment  will  be  shared  between  Native 
American  Studies  and  the  department  of  the  candidate's  disciplinary 
training,  with  teaching  obligations  in  both  units.  A Ph.D.  is  expected 
at  time  of  appointment. 

Applicants  should  submit  a letter  of  interest,  curriculum  vitae,  and 
names,  addresses,  and  telephone  numbers  of  three  references  no  later 
than  February  1,  1997  to; 

Colin  G.  Calloway 

Chair,  Native  American  Studies  Search  Committee 
306  Bartlett  Hall,  Dartmouth  College 
Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  03755 

For  more  information  call  (603)  646-3530. 

Dartmouth  College  is  an  AE/EO  employer. 

Women  and  minorities  are  encouraged  to  apply. 

"RE : Poem:  Sentinel  of  the  People"  

Date:  08  Apr  1996  19:30:39  GMT 

From:  True  Reflection  <pslaughter@uoknor.edu> 

Sub j : Sentinel  of  the  People 

UUCP  email 

Sentinel  of  the  People 

High  upon  your  mountain,  my  brother, 
lean  into  the  winds 


and,  as  the  eagle  rises, 

wind  beneath  spread  wings, 

joyously  lift  above  the  storms. 

High  above  the  mountains,  my  brother, 
rise  upon  the  gales 

and,  as  the  eagle  soars, 

wind  beneath  spread  wings, 

seek  truth  among  the  heavens. 

High  above  the  valleys,  my  brother, 
soar  upon  the  currents 

and,  as  the  eagle  glides, 
wind  beneath  spread  wings, 
ever  wary  against  the  foe. 

High  above  the  rivers,  brother, 
glide  upon  the  breezes 

and,  as  the  eagle  floats, 
wind  beneath  speak  wings, 
oversee  a fragile  peace. 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  97/01/20  17:27 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  2-8 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

2 

In  the  first  golden  light  of  dawn,  nothing  is  impossible! 

3 

Music  is  the  key  to  the  inner  spirit. 

4 

My  feet  walk  the  paths  where  kings  have  gone. 

5 

For  every  ending,  there  is  always  another  beginning. 

6 

We  were  not  the  first  in  this  land:  the  Gods,  ke  akua,  were  here  before  us. 

7 

Before  you  throw  a stone,  pohaku,  ask  whose  spirit  dwells  in  it. 

8 

To  care  for  the  land  is  an  act  of  worship. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  30  lanuary  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tue,  28  lan  1997  15:17:43  -0500 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@dickshovel . com> 

Sub j : Peltier  Clemency  Conference 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 


Good  day  all . . . 

Please  note  the  following: 

"A  four  day  Worldwide  Clemency  Conference  for  Leonard  Peltier's  Freedom 
is  scheduled  Dune  19-22,  1997  at  the  Tulsa  Creek  Community  Center  in 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma,"  announces  Dennis  D.  Banks,  "Bring  Peltier  Home" 
Campaign  Director  and  AIM's  National  Field  Director. 

Additional  specifics  can  be  found  at 
<http : //www.dickshovel . com/ clemcon . html> . 

Best  regards, 

Dordan 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  Of  Consequence 
<http: //www. dickshovel . com> 

PGP  public  key  available  upon  request... 


Date:  Fri,  17  Dan  1997  20:51:40  GMT 

From:  lilikoi@cats.ucsc.edu  (D.  Kehaulani  Kauanui) 

Sub j : Call  for  Submissions:  6th  Women  of  Color  Film  and  Video  Festival 

The  6th  Annual  Women  of  Color  Film  and  Video  Festival  University  of 
California,  Santa  Cruz  - May  1-3,  1997 

The  annual  UCSC  Women  of  Color  Film  and  Video  Festival  features 
film/video  screenings  and  conversations  with  independent  film  makers, 
videographers  and  visual  media  activists.  Over  the  past  five  years  this 
festival  has  drawn  diverse  audiences  and  has  been  a crucial  venue  for 
discussions  about  the  production  and  circulation  of  images  of  women  of 
color . 

SUBMISSION  GUIDELINES 

1.  Only  1/2"  VHS  tapes  will  be  accepted  for  preview.  Although 
reasonable  care  will  be  taken  to  protect  submission  tapes  from  loss 
or  damage,  neither  Kresge  College  nor  UC  Santa  Cruz  assume 
responsibility  for  tapes  submitted  for  consideration 

2.  Please  label  submission  tapes  (inside  and  out)  with  the  title  of 
the  work,  filmmaker's  name,  address,  phone  number  and  date  of 
submission.  Please  label  the  spine  of  all  tapes  submitted  with  the 
name  and  length  of  the  work. 

3.  Submissions  will  not  be  considered  unless  accompanied  by  a 
completed  Entry  Application. 

4.  Do  not  use  fiber-filled  envelopes  when  mailing. 

5.  Final  program  decisions  will  be  made  March  20,  1997 

6.  Please  note,  there  is  no  entry  fee  for  the  festival,  however, 
preview  tapes  of  works  not  accepted  for  screening  in  the  festival 
will  be  returned  only  if  you  have  enclosed  a stamped, 
self-addressed  envelope  for  return. 

7.  You  certify  that  you  hold  all  the  necessary  rights  for  the 
submission  of  this  film/videotape  to  the  Festival 

8.  You  certify  that  the  information  provided  on  the  submission  form  is 
true  and  correct. 

Please  send  all  material,  postmarked  no  later  than  February  20,  1997 
to : 

Women  of  Color  Film  & Video  Festival  Kresge  College 

UCSC  Activities 

Office  1156  High  Street 

Santa  Cruz,  CA  95064 

For  more  information: 

phone:  408-459-3349  e-mail:  wocff@cats.ucsc.edu 
web : http://www2.ucsc . edu/people/ktrion 
(look  for  a link  to  filmfest  web-page) 

Entry  Application 

The  Sixth  Annual  Women  of  Color  Film  and  Video  Festival 
University  of  California,  Santa  Cruz  - May  1-3,  1997 


Title : 


Language:  Subtitled? 

One  sentence  description  (please  include  a longer  description,  if 
available) : 


Year  Completed  

Running  Time: Format: 1/2" 3/4" 16mm 

Director:  

Producer:  

Writer:  

Principal  Cast:  

Screening  History: + 


Contact  Person:  

Address:  

Phone: Fax: e-mail: 

Return  Video  To:  

Please  submit  a complete  list  of  production  credits,  a short  synopsis, 
b&w  stills,  and  other  relevant  publicity  materials  with  your  preview 
cassette 

Signature:  Date: 

I have  read  and  agree  to  the  submission  guidelines  of 
the  6th  Annual  Women  of  Color  Film  and  Video  Festival 


Date:  Sun,  26  Ian  1997  20:04:28  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna(3rain .org> 

Sub j : A Call  for  Native  American  College  Student  Papers  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message 

Original  Sender:  pxgcst@ritvax. isc . rit . edu 
Mailing  List:  NAT-EDU  (nat-edu@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Native  Voices:  Symposia  on  Contemporary  Native  American  Issues 

March  27  to  29,  1997 
Rochester,  New  York 

Call  for  papers  by  Native  American  college  students 

Native  Voices:  Symposia  on  Contemporary  Native  American  Issues  is  an 
annual  event,  sponsored  by  a consortium  of  Rochester,  New  York,  area 
colleges  and  universities.  Native  Voices  seeks  to  raise  awareness  of 
issues  affecting  Indian  people  today,  and  to  provide  a forum  for 
Native  academics  and  professionals  to  present  their  research. 

In  1997,  Native  Voices  will  include  a day  of  paper  presentations  by 
Native  American  college  students,  on  Friday,  March  28,  1997.  This  is  an 
opportunity  for  students  to  meet  with  other  Indian  students  and 
professionals,  and  to  present  their  work  as  part  of  a regional  conference. 

--  All  Native  American  college  students,  undergraduates  and  graduates, 
from  community  colleges,  colleges,  and  universities,  are  encouraged 
to  submit  papers. 

--  Papers  must  address  contemporary  issues  affecting  Indian  people. 
Works  of  fiction  or  purely  historical  research  are  not  acceptable. 

--  Papers  should  be  7 to  10  pages  in  length,  typed  or  computer- 
generated . 

--  Papers  should  represent  original  student  work,  but  may  have  been 
prepared  originally  for  a class  assignment. 

--  Papers  must  be  received  by  Friday,  January  31,  1997.  All  papers 
must  be  mailed  to  the  address  below.  No  FAX  copies  will  be 
accepted . 

--  Papers  for  presentation  will  be  selected  by  a panel  of  Native 

American  academics  and  professionals  from  the  Rochester,  New  York, 
area . 

--  Notification  of  acceptance  for  presentation  at  Native  Voices  will 
be  made  by  February  21,  1997.  Approximately  6 to  12  papers  will  be 
accepted,  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  provide  financial  support 
to  help  student  presenters  attend  the  symposia. 


--  Along  with  your  paper,  please  include  the  following  information: 
Name 
Address 

Telephone  numbers  (day  and  evening) 

E-mail  address 

Tribal  affiliation 

College  or  university  affiliation 

Year  in  school 

Major  area  of  study 

--  Papers  (and  any  questions  regarding  Native  Voices)  should  be 
submitted  to: 

Susan  Applegate  Krouse,  Ph.D.  (716)  389-2764 
Department  of  Sociology  and  Anthropology 
Nazareth  College 
4245  East  Avenue 
Rochester,  NY  14618-3790 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

3ohn  Berry,  Iordan  Dill,  3ohn  King,  Hugh  Romine,  Paul  Antone  via  Don  Rayment, 
3oe  Campagna,  Barbara  Johnson,  Philenese  Slaughter,  Joe  Don  Chipps,  Ishgooda, 
Bernard  J.  Rock,  Sr.  via  Feather  Eaglerock,  Nassawango,  Debra  F.  Sanders, 
Robin  Silver,  LPDC  via  David  B.  Bowden,  Janet  Smith,  Serena,  Michael  Sims, 
moonlight@igc.apc.org  (National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico,  USA) 

Bob  Fester,  Doug  Boydvia  Elaine  Flattery,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  30  January  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Mon,  27  Jan  1997  23:08:42  GMT 
From:  uainel9@nfi.com  (Mahtowin  Munro  From: 

Mahtowin  Munro  & Moonanum  James  <nf i . com ! uainel9>  Moonanum  James) 

Sub j : Boston  EZLN  emergency  action  - 1/31/97 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

There  will  be  an  emergency  demonstration  in  support  of  the  EZLN  in  Boston, 
Massachusetts  on  Friday,  31  January  1997.  Demonstrators  will  meet  outside 
the  Mexican  Consulate  at  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel  at  2 pm.  They  will  later 
march  to  the  JF  Kennedy  Federal  Building  in  Government  Center,  downtown 
Boston,  where  they  will  hold  a rally  at  4 pm  targeting  the  role  of  the 
U.S.  government  in  supporting  military  repression  against  the  EZLN  and 
Mexican  Indigenous  Peoples. 

For  more  information,  contact: 

Tonantzin  at  (617)  522-6430 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England  (617)  773-0406 
(e-mail  uainel9@nfi.com) 

National  Peoples  Campaign  (617)  522-6626 


Date:  Wed,  22  Jan  1997  13:37:03  -0800 


From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : "Remembering  Our  Future"  Symposium  (Oklahoma  City,  28  Feb.) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

-A  SYMPOSIUM - 
REMEMBERING  OUR  FUTURE: 

Memory,  Flistory,  and  Identity 
in  Contemporary 
American  Indian  Communities 
February  28,  1997 
Stage  Center,  400  W.  Sheridan 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Co-Sponsored  by:  Native  American  Studies,  University  of  Oklahoma. 
The  Oklahoma  Foundation  for  the  Flumanities 
with  additional  funding  from: 

National  Endowment  for  the  Flumanities,  Southwest  Airlines, 

OKC  Medallion  Flotel. 

In  Conjunction  with  the: 

1997  Oklahoma  Lecture  in  the  Flumanities: 

"Blood  Trails:  Missing  Grandmothers  and  Mixing  Worlds  in  American 
Indian  Writing."  Louis  Owens  - Professor  of  English, 

U.  of  New  Mexico. 


REMEMBERING  OUR  FUTURE:  Memory,  History,  and  Identity  in 

Contemporary  American  Indian  Communities 


8:30am 

9:00am 


9:15am 


10:00am 

10:15am 

11:00am 

12:00-1:15 

1:30pm 


2:15pm 

3:00pm 

3:15pm 

4:00pm 
4-5 :00pm 


Registration 

Welcoming  Remarks  and  Introductions 
- Carter  Revard 
Anita  R.  May,  Director 
Oklahoma  Foundation  for  the  Humanities 
Clara  Sue  Kidwell, 

Director,  Native  American  Studies,  O.U. 
Keynote  Speaker  - Gerald  Vizenor, 

"Fugitive  Poses:  Traces  of  Native  American 
Identities  in  Literature  and  History" 

Coffee  Break 

Gary  White  Deer  - "Tribalism  vs.  Humanism  in 

American  Art" 

LeAnne  Howe  - "Choctaws  do  Aerobics,  Too  - A 
Literary  and  Theatrical  Discussion  on  Choctaws 
Box  Lunch  - McAlpine  Center 

Clara  Sue  Kidwell  - "The  Great  Father's  Choctaw 
Children:  Intermarriage  and  Choctaw  Leadership 
in  the  Early  Nineteenth  Century" 

Gus  Palmer,  3r.  - "On  the  Importance  of  Native 

Language" 

Coffee  Break 

George  Pumpkin,  Vincent  mendoza 
Response  to  the  Symposium 
Adjourn 

Informal  Reception 


Hotel  Info:  The  Medallion  Hotel  (405)235-2780,  Special  rate  for 
symposium  - $70.00.  Reservations  should  be  made  no  later  than  Feb.  21, 
1997. 


TICKET  AND  REGISTRATION  INFO:  Lecture  and  Symposium 


Ticket  and  Registration  Info:  Registration  for  the  symposium  will  be 
$25.00  (includes  lunch). 


Two  types  of  tickets  are  available  for  the  Oklahoma  Lecture  in  the 


Humanities  by  Louis  Owens  at  Stage  Center,  400  W.  Sheridan,  OKC,  OK  at 
7:30pm  on  Feb.  28,  1997. 

Underwriter  Tickets,  which  help  make  the  lecture  possible  are  sold 
at  $35.00  each.  You  receive  preferred  seating  and  an  autographed  copy 
of  one  of  Louis  Owens  books.  (Books  picked  up  at  the  reception 
following  the  lecture.) 

General  Admission  tickets  cost  $5.00  each.  Students  w/  a valid 
student  ID  may  receive  a free  ticket  at  the  door  on  a first  come  first 
served  basis. 

Lecture  tickets  may  be  ordered  by  phone  or  in  person  at  the  OFH 
office  in  OKC  until  Feb.  27,  1997. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  "Oklahoma  Foundation  for  the 
Humanities" . 

Symposium  registrations  must  be  made  by  Feb.  25,  1997.  Mail  orders 
should  be  postmarked  later  than  Feb.  21,  1997. 

Mail  to:  OFH,  428  W.  California,  Ste.  270,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73102,  or 
call  (405)235-0280. 

"RE : Cheyenne  River  Sioux"  

Date:  Thu,  23  3an  1997  13:58:43  -0800 

From:  Barbara  Johnson  <barbarajohnson@midco. net> 

Sub j : Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  Press  Release 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I was  able  to  obtain  a copy  of  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribal  Chairman  Greg 
Bourland's  press  release  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  here  in 
Aberdeen . 

The  Blizzards  of  1997  have  taken  their  toll  on  the  Cheyenne  River 
Reservation  in  South  Dakota  to  the  tune  of  $2  million  in  snow  removal 
costs  and  untold  costs  to  human  and  animal  life. 

Tribal  Chairman  Greg  Bourland  described  conditions  on  the  rural 
South  Dakota  reservation  in  a recent  press  release. 

Bourland  said  the  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  tribe  is  providing  snow 
removal  for  ranches  and  farms  regardless  of  race  or  tribal  membership  and 
praised  the  cooperation  his  tribe  has  received  from  the  state  and  BIA 
officials . 

"The  relationship  between  the  governor's  office  and  the 
chairman's  office  has  been  superb,"  Borland  said.  "Governor  Bill  Danklow 
has  worked  tirelessly  to  help  wherever  possible  in  snow  removal  effort." 

Bourland  also  praised  the  Bureau  of  Indian  personnel  but  said  the 
agency  suffered  from  lack  of  equipment  to  help  the  tribal.  The  BIA  has 
had  only  one  snowplow  and  one  loader  available  due  to  the  breakdown  of 
aging  BIA  equipment,  Bourland  said. 

Bourland  said  that  the  tribe  has  set  up  an  emergency  operations 
office  that  has  been  open  24  hours  a day  since  severe  weather  first  hit 
the  reservation  in  early  December.  He  said  the  Tribe  has  provided  many 
services  of  residents  of  the  reservation  including  a Rescue  Rangers 
operation  that  has  saved  the  lives  of  people  in  addition  to  providing 
ambulance  services  under  the  most  extreme  conditions. 

The  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  through  the  efforts  of  Cheyenne 
River  Gas  Co.  has  also  provided  fuel  to  whoever  is  in  need. 

"This  has  created  a large  charge  account  at  the  company," 

Bourland  said,  "But  so  far,  no  family  has  frozen  due  to  shortage  of 
propane."  The  tribe  is  also  providing  emergency  wood,  fuel  oil,  and  is  in 
the  process  of  transporting  coal  to  the  reservation. 

The  Tribe  has  also  has  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  to 
waive  existing  regulations  regarding  income  guidelines  for  all 
reservation  residents  regardless  of  membership  and  has  requested  that  all 
reservation  residents  receive  a 90  day  ration  of  USDA  Commodities  to  help 
supplement  their  food  stock.  The  tribe  has  also  received  some  food  from 
outside  sources  and  is  working  closely  with  the  Red  Cross  to  distribute 
this  food  across  the  reservation,  Bourland  said. 

The  Tribe  has  also  has  for  emergency  livestock  feed. 


The  blizzards  have  cost  the  Tribe  on  the  average  of  $25,000  per 
day  just  for  snow  removal  and  does  not  include  the  costs  to  the  state, 
county  or  BIA,  Bourland  said.  The  tribe  estimates  it  has  spent  in  excess 
of  $350,000  on  the  reservation  cleanup  so  far  and  these  costs  do  not 
include  emergency  labor  and  overtime,  emergency  rescue  or  command  center 
costs . 

The  propane  company  has  charged  in  excess  of  $250,000  in  propane 
to  help  people  get  through  the  storm,  Bourland  said. 

Barbara  Johnson,  Ph.D. 

Dakota  Interconnect  Demonstration  Site 
barbarajohnson@midco. net 
Aberdeen,  S.D. 

"RE : Snoqualmie  Tribe  Needs  Help"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Jan  1997  17:03:18  -0700 
From:  sds@digisys.net  (Serena) 

Sub j : Snoqualmie  Tribe  needs  your  help 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Snoqualmie  Tribe  is  in  Washington  State.  They  are  an  unrecognized 
tribe.  When  the  Washington  Tribes  were  herded  on  to  reservations,  the 
Snoqualmie  people  stayed  near  the  Snoqualmie  Falls.  It  has  been  their 
millennia  old  responsibility  to  care  for  their  people's  sacred  falls.  The 
Snoqualmie  Falls  is  a sacred  site,  not  only  to  the  Snoqualmie  people,  but 
to  many  of  the  coastal  tribes.  Puget  Sound  Power  and  Light  is  wanting  to 
shut  of  the  falls  and  divert  the  river  for  electrical  production  much  of 
the  year.  The  Snoqualmie  people  want  the  flow  to  continue  for  their 
culture  and  religion.  The  falls  are  also  a significant  tourist  attraction 
with  millions  of  people  from  all  over  the  world  visiting  a year.  In  my 
mind  this  is  proof  of  the  power  of  the  falls.  The  Snoqualmie  people  are 
requesting  the  help  of  the  people  of  the  world  to  continue  the  sacredness 
of  the  falls. 

Federal  Agency  Recommends  Continued  Operation  of  Power  Plant  at 
Snoqualmie  Falls,  Sacred  Site 

by  Marsha  Shaiman 
SNOQUALMIE  FALLS,  SACRED  SITE 

"That's  where  Heaven  and  Earth  meet.  And  the  mists... that  roll 
up  to  Heaven  carry  our  prayers  and  our  hopes  and  our  dreams  to  the 
Creator  of  us  all,"  says  Ernie  Barr,  Jr.,  son  of  late  Snoqualmie  Head 
Chief  Ernie  Barr. 

For  the  Snoqualmie  People,  who  have  lived  for  centuries  in  the 
Snoqualmie  Valley,  in  western  Washington,  Snoqualmie  Falls  is  central  to 
their  culture,  beliefs,  and  spirituality.  It  is  a traditional  burial 
site,  and  the  mists  rising  from  the  base  of  the  waterfall  serve  to 
connect  Heaven  and  Earth. 

Tribal  Elders  say  that,  along  with  Mt.  Si,  Snoqualmie  Falls  is 
the  most  significant  sacred  site  the  Tribe  has.  Although  normally 
reluctant  to  talk  publicly  about  their  spirituality,  circumstances  have 
forced  tribal  members  to  become  outspoken  in  their  opposition  to 
continued  operation  of  Puget  Power's  Snoqualmie  Falls  hydroelectric 
plant  and  in  their  support  for  full  restoration  of  natural  flow  over 
Snoqualmie  Falls  - Decommissioning  of  the  Snoqualmie  Falls  power  plant. 

Since  1898,  Puget  Power's  Snoqualmie  Falls  power  plant  has 
diverted  most  of  the  flows  that  would  pass  over  the  Falls  to  an 
electricity  generating  plant,  blasted  into  the  rock  behind  and  beneath 
the  Falls.  Diversion  of  the  waters  which  should  flow  over  Snoqualmie 
Falls  is  a desecration  of  this  sacred  site,  as  was  the  blasting  done  to 
create  the  plant.  The  Snoqualmie  People  had  no  say  when  this  supposed 
miracle  of  modern  engineering  was  first  built  at  the  end  of  the  last 
century;  they  have  no  say  now  concerning  a federal  agency's  proposal  to 
allow  continued  operation  of  the  power  plant. 


FEDERAL  LICENSING 

The  power  plant's  federal  license  has  expired  and  the  Federal 
Energy  Regulatory  Commission  (FERC)  is  responsible  for  determining 
whether  and  under  what  conditions  to  issue  a new  license.  In  their 
decision  making,  they  ignore  the  importance  of  Snoqualmie  Falls  to  the 
spiritual  and  cultural  life  of  the  Snoqualmie  People,  and  the  federal 
laws  and  policies  governing  protection  of  sacred  sites  and  licensing  of 
hydroelectric  projects.  On  hundred  years  after  construction  of  the  power 
plant,  the  Snoqualmie  People  still  have  no  control  over  what  is  done  to 
their  sacred  Snoqualmie  Falls. 

Need  For  Power 

Although  only  about  1%  of  Puget's  power  sales  is  produced  at 
Snoqualmie  Falls,  FERC  recommends  that  the  power  plant  continue  to 
divert  the  Sacred  Falls  and  continue  to  operate  much  as  always.  This, 
FERC  claims  is  a balance  of  power  and  non-power  usage  of  the  Falls  as 
required  by  law.  Several  years  ago  the  Snoqualmie  Falls  Preservation 
Project  concluded  that  shutting  down  the  Snoqualmie  Falls  power  plant  - 
decommissioning  - would  cost  about  60  cents  a month  to  each  Puget  Power 
customer.  Based  on  current  power  prices,  which  have  dropped  in  the 
ensuing  years,  any  rate  increase  would  be  even  smaller.  Alternatively, 
the  small  amount  of  power  produced  by  diversion  of  the  Falls  could  be 
replaced  by  conservation. 

FERC  Lacks  Understanding  of  Native  Culture  and  Beliefs 

FERC  has  been  criticized  for  their  inability  to  understand  the 
significance  of  Snoqualmie  Falls  to  the  Snoqualmie  and  other  Native 
People.  This  lack  of  understanding  is  evidenced  by  their  response  when 
Puget  Power  shut  down  the  first  public  hearing,  held  several  years  ago 
on  FERC's  draft  EIS,  by  turning  the  power  off  with  about  60  people,  many 
of  them  Indian,  remaining  to  speak. 

FERC  responded  to  requests  for  another  hearing  to  allow 
Snoqualmie  and  other  people  to  present  testimony,  by  telling  them  to 
submit  written  comments.  After  being  informed  that  Indian  tradition  is 
oral  rather  than  written  and  that  a large  number  of  Indian  people  were 
waiting  to  speak,  FERC  again  insisted  that  further  comments  be  made  in 
writing. 

Ignoring  what  spoken  testimony  they  did  hear,  FERC  summarizes 
the  support  and  opposition  to  relicensing  of  the  power  plant  as  307 
letters,  67%  supporting  decommissioning  and  33%  for  relicensing. 
MaryEllen  Ryan  a member  of  the  SFPP  writes  that  at  the  public  hearing 
she  heard  only  one  person,  a Puget  Power  employee,  speak  in  support  of 
the  DEIS.  The  large  number  of  Native  Americans  from  the  Snoqualmie  and 
other  tribes,  who  opposed  the  power  plant  orally  but  not  in  writing  do 
not  count  in  FERC's  tally.  Also  ignored  were  those  who  FERC  refused  to 
listen  to.  FERC,  however,  still  claims  their  staff,  "includes  people 
with  cultural  resource  training.  Native  American  backgrounds  and 
multi-cultural  experience." 

FERC  Ignores  Needs  of  Snoqualmie  People 

The  SFPP,  a coalition  of  the  Snoqualmie  Tribe,  Church  Council  of 
Greater  Seattle,  and  Washington  Association  of  Churches,  has  proposed 
decommissioning  of  the  power  project  and  in  its  place  a Spirit  of  the 
Falls  Sanctuary  Park  to  be  co-managed  by  the  Tribe  and  another  entity, 
either  public  or  private.  Using  tortured  logic,  FERC  dismisses  this 
alternative . 

Since  no  one  has  yet  come  forward  to  finance  and  co-manage  the 
park,  FERC  discusses  decommissioning  in  terms  of  an  unmanaged  facility. 
Despite  the  Snoqualmie  Tribe's  clear  statement  that  decommissioning  is 
their  preference,  FERC  concludes  this  could  actually  be  detrimental  to 
their  spiritual  practice.  The  FEIS  claims  if  natural  flows  were 
restored  to  Snoqualmie  Falls  tourism  would  probably  increase  and 
therefore  "it  would  be  more  difficult  to  obtain  privacy  necessary  for 
spiritual  activities  or  the  power  of  spiritual  experiences  could  be 


diminished . " 

FERC  persists  in  claiming  they  know  what  is  best  for  the 
Snoqualmie  Tribe  and  they  somehow  manage  to  conclude  that  continued 
desecration  would  benefit  the  Tribe  by  guaranteeing  them  continued 
access  to  the  Falls  for  spiritual  purposes  whereas  decommissioning  would 
not.  FERC  also  wrongly  concludes,  that,  since  the  Tribe  still  uses  the 
Falls  for  spiritual  purposes  despite  diversion,  continued  diversion 
would  not  be  detrimental.  If  no  Snoqualmie  Indians  continued  to  use 
Snoqualmie  Falls  for  spiritual  purposes,  would  FERC  then  conclude  the 
power  plant  must  be  decommissioned? 

Another  point  lost  on  FERC,  although  it  has  been  made  at  public 
hearings,  is  that  part  of  the  importance  to  tribal  members  of  restoring 
the  flows  is  the  knowledge  that  the  Falls  are  free  flowing  and  no  longer 
desecrated  by  diversion. 

LAWS  AND  POLICIES  RELEVANT  TO  LICENSE  PROCESS 
Religious  Freedom  Restoration  Act 

In  1993  president  Clinton  signed  into  law  the  Religious  Freedom 
Restoration  Act.  It  states  that  before  interfering  with  anyone's 
religions  practices,  the  federal  government  must  be  able  to  show  a 
"compelling  interest"  in  doing  so.  This  power  project  is  licensed  by  the 
federal  government.  Does  1%  of  Puget's  power  sales  and  a potential  and 
barely  perceptible  power  rate  increase  constitute  a compelling  interest? 

Executive  Order  Protecting  Sacred  Sites 

President  Clinton  issued  his  Executive  Order  13007  on  May  24, 

1996  to  provide  protection  for  Native  American  sacred  sites  on  federal 
lands.  The  EO  requires  agencies  to  "(1)  accommodate  access  to  and 
ceremonial  use  of  Indian  Sacred  sites  by  Indian  religious  practitioners 
and  (2)  avoid  adversely  affecting  the  physical  integrity  of  such  sacred 
sites."  Is  FERC,  a federal  agency,  accommodating  Indian  religious 
practitioners  and  avoiding  adversely  affecting  the  integrity  of 
Snoqualmie  Falls  by  recommending  continued  diversion  of  the  Sacred 
Waterfall? 

Executive  Order  on  Environmental  Justice 

President  Clinton,  in  February  1994  issued  an  executive  order 
concerning  environmental  justice.  The  E.O.  requires  federal  agencies  to 
develop  environmental  justice  strategies  that  "identify  and  address 
disproportionately  high  and  adverse  human  health  or  environmental 
effects  of  its  programs,  policies  and  activities  on  minority  populations 
and  low  income  populations."  Does  diversion  of  this  Sacred  Waterfall 
constitute  environmental  justice  or  is  it  an  "adverse  environmental 
effect"  of  a federal  agency's  policy? 

National  Environmental  Policy  Act 

The  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  requires  a detailed 
analysis  of  proposed  alternative  uses  of  Snoqualmie  Falls.  The  FEIS  only 
does  a detailed  analysis  of  power  production.  The  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  (EPA)  criticized  FERC  for  their  lack  of  analysis  of 
Decommissioning  in  the  draft  EIS,  stating,  "This  alternative  analysis 
[decommissioning]  is  very  speculative  and  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
very  well  researched." 

In  the  final  EIS,  although  FERC  claims,  "The  decommissioning 
alternative ... [was]  developed  specifically  for  traditional  cultural  uses 
and  values  in  response  to  Native  American  statements  that  only  full 
natural  flows  would  support  such  uses  and  values,"  they  respond  to  EPA's 
criticism,  stating,  "At  present,  the  disposition  and  management  of  the 
project  after  Decommissioning  is  uncertain."  Does  this  constitute  a 
detailed  analysis  of  decommissioning? 

Coastal  Zone  Management  Act 

The  FEIS  proposal  for  continued  diversion  (referred  to  as  the 
"minor  upgrade")  violates  the  Washington  State  Costal  Zone  Management 
Act. 


Federal  Power  Act 

The  Federal  Power  Act  (FPA)  requires  that  FERC  give  equal 
consideration  to  both  power  and  non-power  values.  Although  FERC  has 
finally  admitted,  "The  Snoqualmie  Falls  Hydroelectric  Project  represents 
a relatively  small  source  of  electric  power,"  they  claim,  "Snoqualmie 
Falls  helps  maintain  voltage  control  and  adequate  power  factor  in  an 
area  susceptible  to  voltage  stability  problems."  Puget  Power  now 
purchases  60%  of  their  power  load.  They  have  declined  offers  of 
additional  power,  based  on  lack  of  need.  Would  the  purchase  of  an 
additional  1%,  the  amount  needed  to  replace  power  from  a decommissioned 
Snoqualmie  Falls  power  plant,  be  too  much  to  ask  in  consideration  of 
non-power  values  such  as  preservation  of  a sacred  site? 

FPA  also  requires  FERC  to  make  a decision  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  public.  Is  desecrating  a sacred  site  in  our  best  interest?  Is 
diversion  of  a 268'  sacred  waterfall  which  draws  1.5  million  tourists 
annually  in  our  best  interest? 

THE  FUTURE 

FERC  staff  has  made  their  recommendation  to  the  FERC 
commissioners  that  Puget  Power  be  allowed  to  continue  to  divert 
Snoqualmie  Falls  for  40  more  years,  the  period  of  the  next  license.  Now 
it  is  up  to  the  commissioners  to  make  their  licensing  decision. 

To  help  the  Snoqualmie  Tribe  preserve  Snoqualmie  Falls  as  a sacred  site, 
please  write  the  people  listed  below.  The  following  resolution  was 
provided  by  the  Snoqualmie  Falls  Preservation  Project  as  a letter 
writing  guide: 

WHEREAS,  Snoqualmie  Falls  is  sacred  to  the  Snoqualmie  Tribe  and 
is  a world  class  waterfall  that  attracts  one  and  a half  million  visitors 
annually;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Tribe  together  with  the  Native  American  Task  Force 
of  the  Church  Council  of  Greater  Seattle  and  the  Washington  Association 
of  Churches  and  supporters  from  across  this  region,  is  working  to 
preserve  Snoqualmie  Falls  "for  all  people,  for  all  time";  and 

WHEREAS,  Puget  Sound  Power  & Light  Co.  is  a highly  respected 
private  utility,  whose  leadership  in  energy  conservation  and  service  to 
its  customers  and  shareholders  has  long  been  appreciated;  and 

WHEREAS,  Puget  Power  has  operated  a hydroelectric  generating 
facility  at  Snoqualmie  Falls  since  1898;  and  because  the  license  for  the 
hydro  facility  having  expired  on  December  31,  1993,  the  public  has,  for 
the  first  time,  an  opportunity  to  comment  on  the  diversion  of  water  away 
from  Snoqualmie  Falls  to  generate  electrical  power;  and 

WHEREAS,  recent  deregulation  of  the  electric  industry  and 
negligible  demand  for  the  small  amount  of  hydroelectric  energy  generated 
by  Puget  Power  at  Snoqualmie  Falls  indicate  that  a refurbished, 
relicensed  project  costing  more  than  $30  million  is  not  in  our  region's 
best  interest;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  new  suburban  parkway,  major  housing  developments  at 
Snoqualmie  Ridge  and  the  recent  sale  of  the  Salish  Lodge  and  Falls 
Crossing  to  a convention  center  developer  call  for  a regional  effort  to 
preserve  the  waterfall  and  its  natural  surroundings,  "for  all  people  and 
for  all  time";  and 

WHEREAS,  the  highest  and  best  use  of  spectacular  Snoqualmie 
Falls  would  be  as  the  central  feature  of  the  natural,  cultural  landscape 
envisioned  for  a regional,  publicly  controlled,  "Spirit  of  the  Falls" 
Sanctuary  Park; 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT,  we  the  undersigned  call 
upon  our  elected  officials  and  park  management  agencies, 
decision-makers,  shareholders  and  rate-payers  of  the  following  parties  - 
Snoqualmie  Tribe,  City  of  Snoqualmie,  Metropolitan  King  County,  State  of 
Washington,  Puget  Sound  Power  & Light  Co,  FERC,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  - to  formulate  a vision  and  commitment  for  a regional, 
cooperatively  managed  park  at  Snoqualmie  Falls  "for  all  people,  for  all 
time. " 


Write  to:  Governor  Gary  Locke,  Legislative  Bldg,  Olympia  WA  98504; 
Senator  Patty  Murray,  U.S.  Senate,  Washington  DC  20510;  Chair  Elizabeth 
Moler,  FERC,  825  N Capitol  St  NE,  Washington  DC  20426;  Executive,  King 
County  Council,  516  3rd  Ave,  Seattle  WA  98104. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Snoqualmie  Tribe,  PO  Box  280,  Carnation 
WA  98014.  Phone  (206)  333-6551;  or  the  Snoqualmie  Falls  Preservation 
Project,  419  Occidental  Ave  S Suite  201,  Seattle  WA  98104.  Phone:  (206) 
625-9790. 


"RE : Nashville  Burials  Desecration"  

Date:  Sun,  5 Dan  1997  16:00:20  -0600 
From:  dragonfly@multipro . com  (Michael  Sims) 

Sub j : Nashville  burials  desecration:  call  for  support 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ Please  contact  Michael  if  you  wish  to  help  him  with  this  issue.  --Gary  ] 

TRAVELLERS  REST  HISTORIC  HOUSE  MUSEUM 
WILL  THE  ANCESTORS  EVER  KNOW  REST? 

This  site  outside  Nashville  Tennessee  continues  to  be  of  much  concern 
to  the  Native  American  community.  The  following  brief  article  seeks  to 
background  Native  Americans  and  friends  of  the  Native  American  community 
on  the  issue  and  what  can  be  done  to  address  it. 

The  existing  two-and-a-half  story  brick  structure  was  built  in  the 
late  1700 's  as  a residence  for  Dudge  Dohn  Overton,  a prominent  lawyer  and 
associate  of  Andrew  Dackson.  His  home  was  built  over  a burial  mound  which 
was  the  central  feature  of  a Mississippian  village  (Tennessee 
Archaeological  Site  Designation  40DV11).  In  fact,  Dudge  Overton  nicknamed 
the  site  Golgotha  (Hill  of  Skulls)  because  of  the  large  number  of  skulls 
found  during  the  construction  of  the  cellar  of  his  home.  At  present,  the 
house  serves  as  a tourist  attraction  with  visitor  center. 

This  site  has  been  the  target  of  desecration  for  quite  some  time.  The 
full  extent  of  desecration  will  probably  never  be  known.  However,  we  do 
know  that  farming,  railroad  construction,  building,  and  landscaping  have 
disturbed  dozens  of  graves.  From  August  to  November  1995,  an 
archaeological  investigation  and  burial  removal  project  was  conducted  at 
this  site.  This  was  all  part  of  a process  to  construct  a new 
interpretative  center  at  Travellers  Rest.  Under  Tennessee  law,  if 
prehistoric  Indian  graves  are  involved,  then  notification,  in  writing, 
must  be  made  to  the  Native  American  members  of  the  Governor's 
Archaeological  Advisory  Council  (AAC)  as  well  as  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Tennessee  Commission  on  Indian  Affairs  (TCIA) . Since  Travellers  Rest  is 
designated  a National  Historic  Site,  the  Native  American  Graves  and 
Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA)  also  became  applicable.  Travellers  Rest 
expected  to  find  eight  graves.  However,  when  the  excavation  was  completed, 
there  were  thirteen  graves  opened  with  some  fourteen  individuals  removed 
along  with  their  associated  funerary  objects.  At  present,  the  remains  and 
artifacts  are  still  at  the  lab  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  Department  of 
Conservation,  Division  of  Archaeology. 

To  recount  what  has  transpired,  first  the  Tennessee  Commission  on 
Indian  Affairs  was  notified  on  October  6th,  1995  of  the  intent  of  The 
National  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames  in  Tennessee  and  Travellers  Rest 
Historic  House  Museum,  Incorporated , "Travellers  Rest"  "to  terminate  a 
native  cemetery"  located  on  their  property.  They  then  filed  a petition 
for  the  same  in  Chancery  Court  for  Davidson  County,  Tennessee  which  was 
entered  on  October  9th,  1995.  They  cited  the  need  for  expediency  due  to 
the  "likelihood  of  vandalism  and  destruction  of  graves"  in  their  petition 
so  that  the  order  could  be  entered  on  the  same  day.  Note,  this  petition 
was  entered  on  October  9th,  1995,  and  the  order  was  issued  on  October  9th, 
1995.  According  to  a notice  from  the  State  Archaeologist  Nick  Fielder 
titled  "Burial  Relocation  Process  for  Prehistoric  Burials  at  Travellers 
Rest  Historic  Site"  dated  September  1,  1995  " (8) : Publication  of  notice 
to  unknown  descendants.  Must  run  for  four  weeks".  From  the  time  the 


Commission  was  notified  until  the  order  was  granted  was  only  three  days. 
What  happened  to  the  four  weeks?  This  is  significant  also  in  that  this 
was  the  same  procedure  that  was  tried  at  the  Moss-Wright  site  in 
Goodlettsville,  Tennessee.  If  alert  members  of  both  the  native  and  local 
communities  had  not  found  out  about  that  project  I'm  sure  the  same  thing 
would  have  happened  to  this  significant  burial  mound.  By  November,  the 
excavation  was  completed  and  the  artifacts  and  remains  were  turned  over  to 
the  State  Archaeologist  for  study  and  NAGPRA  inventory.  Members  of  a 
local  native  organization  protested  on  site  and  monitored  the  excavation 
process.  Nancy  Cavener,  Executive  Director  of  Travellers  Rest,  expressed 
dissatisfaction  "that  some  people  were  upset  by  the  Indians  protesting." 

I wonder  why  these  "people"  would  not  expect  Native  Americans  to  be  upset 
over  their  ancestors'  rest  being  once  again  disturbed.  In  January  it  was 
reported  at  the  quarterly  Tennessee  Commissions  of  Indian  Affairs  meeting 
that  the  remains  were  ready  for  reburial.  When  asked  about  the  artifacts, 
the  reply  was,  'the  tribes  had  not  responded  to  notification'.  From  then 
until  Duly  this  became  the  standard  answer  from  the  state  archaeologist, 
Mr.  Fielder.  In  July,  under  the  Tennessee  Publics  Records  Act,  my 
attorney  and  I met  at  the  Tenn.  Dept,  of  Archaeology  to  view  all  documents 
from  this  project.  We  were  told  that  the  tribal  notification  letters,  as 
required  by  NAGPRA,  were  there,  but  none  were  produced.  NAGPRA  requires 
that  prior  to  commencing  work  on  any  national  historic  site  that 
notification  be  made  to  the  NAGPRA  Departmental  Consulting  Archaeologist 
and  that  a Cultural  Preservation  Section  106  process  be  started  by  the 
State  Flistorical  Commission.  No  evidence  was  found  that  any  of  these 
processes  were  done.  Both  the  State  Flistorical  Commission  and  the  State 
Archaeological  Departments  were  checked.  My  attorney  and  I carefully 
researched  the  records  while  there,  and  found  no  such  letters  of  studies. 
When  questioned  by  the  attorney  as  to  why,  Mr.  Fielder  responded  'that 
they  were  there'.  Flowever,  when  I later  received  what  Mr.  Fielder  assured 
me  was  a complete  copy  of  all  documents,  they  were  not  there  either. 

While  at  this  July  meeting  my  attorney  also  asked  why  the  artifacts  were 
not  being  made  available  for  repatriation  as  were  the  human  remains,  Mr. 
Fielder  responded,  'that  rarely,  if  ever  in  Tennessee,  are  artifacts 
repatriated ' . I understand  that  this  seems  to  be  common  occurrence 
elsewhere,  but  I do  not  think  this  an  acceptable  policy  anywhere. 

In  August  a viewing  and  honoring  of  the  ancestors  was  arranged. 

Several  peoples  from  local  native  organizations  were  present.  Mr.  Fielder 
was  most  gracious  and  co-operative  in  this,  but  still  did  not  produce 
notification  letters  responding  'they  would  be  forthcoming'.  Why  the 
constant  references  to  these  letters  you  might  ask?  The  lack  of  response 
of  tribes  is  the  reason  Mr.  Fielder  has  repeatedly  stated  for  not 
releasing  the  artifacts.  Flowever,  note  that  even  without  tribal  response 
he  will  release  the  remains.  One  would  like  to  know  how  the  tribes  could 
respond  if  they  were  not  notified,  which  no  one  is  saying  did  not  occur, 
just  that  no  proof  is  at  hand  that  they  had  been.  A request  has  made  for 
the  archaeological  field  notes.  As  of  this  date  no  notes  have  been 
produced  and  one  can  only  wonder  why.  Finally,  when  someone  commented  on 
the  fact  that  the  remains  were  stored  in  cardboard  boxes,  the  response  was 
the  boxes  were  all  that  was  required  to  comply  with  the  law.  Another  point 
made  was  that  when  the  remains  are  reburied  these  boxes  would  be  all  that 
would  be  provided  for  these  ancestors.  These  individuals  were  buried  in 
stone  boxes  and  I do  not  see  that  a cardboard  box  is  a proper  substitute 
for  a stone  box. 

Finally,  I wrote  an  inquiry  letter  to  the  National  Park  Service 
Department  of  Ethnography  and  Archaeology  to  clarify  the  questions  I had 
about  this  issue.  This  was  in  September  of  1996  and  now  it  is  January  of 
1997  and  I have  still  had  no  response  from  the  NAGPRA  committee.  At 
present,  we  have  a new  project  underway  to  construct  a stadium  for  a 
professional  football  team,  the  Oiler's.  This  site  is  suspected  to 
contain  a large  burial  site,  rumored  to  be  one  to  two  in  miles  in  extent. 
This  site  is  an  extension  of  the  "Jefferson  Street  Bridge  Site"  that 
received  much  press  in  1990.  The  businesses  displaced  here  could  end  up 
in  Bell's  Bend  or  Cockrill  Bend,  both  are  significant  Native  burial 
sites.  Can  we  expect  to  see  the  same  thing  to  occur  at  this  project  as 


it  did  at  Travellers  Rest  ? My  answer  is,  "I  hope  not". 

In  closing,  I would  like  to  ask  the  reader  to  consider  all  that  has 
been  written  here.  As  Mr.  Fielder  has  replied,  'in  his  thirteen  years  in 
his  office  as  State  Director  of  Archaeology  no  one  has  requested  such  a 
public  disclosure  as  this'.  Perhaps  it  is  time  that  we  all  demand  such  an 
accounting  of  our  public  officials.  Considering  that  the  treaties  made 
with  native  peoples  contained  no  retroactive  clause  for  burial  ground 
protection,  it  is  no  wonder  this  violation  of  the  dignity  of  the  Original 
Inhabitants  is  so  prevalent  throughout  this  land  our  ancestors  knew  as 
Turtle  Island.  BY:  MICHAEL  SIMS 

Date:  Wed,  15  Ian  1997  20:11:40  -0600 

Traveller's  Rest,  Will  the  Ancestors  Ever  Know  Rest  Update:  1/15/97 
As  you  know,  the  situation  with  Traveller's  Rest  is  ever  changing. 

This  is  a quick  article  to  let  you  know  some  recent  developments. 

In  the  article  titled  above  it  was  noted  that  a request  had  been  made 
by  one  of  our  bros,  Shawn  for  the  archaeological  field  notes.  This  was 
made  in  August  while  we  were  viewing  the  remains  and  artifacts.  At  that 
time  Mr.  Fielder  told  us  that  these  notes  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
"contractor"  and  he  would  get  them  to  us  soon.  Numerous  times  Shawn  and  I 
tried  to  obtain  these  notes  directly  from  Mr.  Fielder,  but  to  no  avail. 

On  December  23rd,  1996  I faxed  a written  request  for  these  notes  under 
provision  of  the  Tennessee  Public  Records  Act,  but  as  of  January  15th, 

1997,  neither  I nor  Shawn  have  had  any  response  or  notes  from  Mr.  Fielder. 
Recently  I located  a document  from  the  Division  of  Archaeology  entitled: 
Procedures  for  Court-Ordered  Removal  of  Human  Skeletal  Remains  Under  the 
General  Supervision  of  the  Division  of  Archaeology  dated  November  7th, 

1995.  Section  5 of  this  document  is  "Delivery  to  the  Division  of 
Archaeology,  Subpart  B relates  that: 

"All  burial  associations,  field  notes,  records,  maps,  and  photographs 
must  be  delivered  to  the  Division  along  with  the  skeletal  remains.  If 
necessary,  these  materials  may  be  delivered  to  the  Division  after  the 
completion  of  the  project  report". 

Therefore,  according  to  this  report  from  Mr.  Fielder's  office,  the 
Division  of  Archaeology  should  have  the  notes.  If  they  don't  then  where 
are  they  and  why  can't  we  see  them?  Under  Tennessee  law  Mr.  Fielder  must 
produce  these  notes,  but  he  has  not  and  many  people  are  wondering  why. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  one  and  all.  Once  again  I ask  you  join  with  us 
and  demand  that  the  facts  be  disclosed, 
by  Michael  Sims  (dragonf ly@multipro . com) 

- — "RE:  Demand  Recognition  of  Indigenous  Rights"  

Date:  Sun,  19  Jan  1997  16:28:38  -0800 

From:  moonlight@igc . ape . org(National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico,USA) 
Sub j : NCDM  Action  Alert  - demand  recognition  of  indigenous  rights 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

ACTION  ALERT 

DEMAND  IMMEDIATE  RECOGNITION  OF  INDIGENOUS  RIGHTS 
DEMONSTRATE  THAT  THE  ZAPATISTAS  ARE  NOT  ALONE! 

After  three  difficult  years  of  armed  resistance  the  Zapatistas'  process  of 
seeking  a political  solution  for  the  conflict  between  them  and  the  Mexican 
federal  government  has  been  stalled  to  the  breaking  point.  This  crisis  is 
the  end  of  the  second  set  of  negotiations.  The  renewal  of  negotiations 
necessarily  requires  a significant  change  in  the  approach  of  the  Mexican 
government . 

Indigenous  people  in  Mexico,  because  of  their  political  system,  their 
culture,  and  their  relationship  to  the  land  are  an  "abomination"  to  the 
predominant  economic  policies  in  the  world  today.  Their  very  existence 
is  intolerable  to  an  economic  system  whose  driving  force  are  exorbitant 
profits . 

Thus  should  the  federal  government  put  into  the  law  the  San  Andres 
Agreements,  it  will  begin  to  contradict  the  neoliberal  policies  which  are 


now  shaping  the  Mexican  reality.  For  this  reason  alone,  it  is  necessary 
to  exert  a higher  level  of  international  pressure  than  there  has  been,  if 
there  is  to  be  any  possibility  of  progress  towards  a political  solution. 

The  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  is  asking  those  of  you  who 
have  had  the  wisdom  and  humanity  to  recognize  the  significance  of  this 
conflict  for  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  help  undertake  a series  of 
actions.  Given  the  indigenous  rights  and  culture  agreements'  critical 
importance  to  the  indigenous  movement  within  Mexico  and  internationally, 
we  particularly  seek  the  participation  of  indigenous  communities, 
organizations  and  leaders  in  the  following: 

1.  Participate  in  a concerted  national  demonstration  at  every  Mexican 
consulate  possible  on  January  31st.  On  that  day  also  deluge  the  Mexican 
government  with  faxes  and  email  messages  to  their  Web  pages.  We  want  to 
let  the  Mexican  government  know  that  we  demand  a political  solution  to  the 
conflict.  A list  of  every  Mexican  consulate  in  the  United  States  and  their 
contact  information  is  available  through  NCDM's  national  office. 

2.  Because  the  national  media  long  ago  decided  that  the  situation  in 
Chiapas,  Mexico  was  a "non-issue,"  we  ask  that  all  who  can,  organize  and 
carry  out  actions  in  the  local  and/or  alternative  media.  These  can 
include  letters  to  the  editor,  teach-ins,  public  forums,  etc.,  which  can 
make  the  general  public  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  crisis  in  Mexico. 

This  is  an  important  means  by  which  we  can  counteract  the  strategy  of 
isolation  which  is  so  important  to  the  success  of  a low-intensity  war. 
Cecilia  Rodriguez,  the  official  representative  of  the  Zapatistas  in  the 
United  States,  is  available  for  interviews,  and  can  be  reached  through 
NCDM's  national  office. 

3.  Circulate  and  collect  signatures  on  a letter  of  support  to  the 
Zapatistas  and  send  them  to  NCDM  by  February  6th.  On  February  9th  of 
1997,  the  second  anniversary  of  the  betrayal  of  the  dialogue  process  by 
the  Mexican  government  took  place.  On  that  day,  we  hope  to  publish  a 
letter  of  continued  support  and  solidarity  to  the  base  communities  of  the 
EZLN  and  the  people  of  Mexico.  We  also  welcome  people  to  send  us 
personalized  letters  to  the  Zapatistas  which  we  will  forward  to  them. 

We  have  the  greatest  hopes  that  together  we  may  help  open  the  possibility 
of  a new  world  for  us  all. 

For  more  information,  contact 

National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico 

601  N.  Cotton  Street,  #A103;  El  Paso,  Texas  79902 

Phone/fax:  (915)  532-8382;  Email:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 

"RE : Wisdomkeepers"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Jan  1997  12:45:17  -0500 
From:  "flattery"  <flattery@primeline.com> 

Sub j : WISDOMKEEPERS 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

WISDOMKEEPERS  PRESENTS 
The  Earth  Speaks 
March  8 & 9,  1997 

Holiday  Inn  Airport 
Asheville,  North  Carolina 

Featuring 

American  Indian  Speakers: 

George  Goodstriker  Bertha  Grove 

Jake  Swamp  Ted  Williams 

704-252-3880 
704-254-2716  Fax 

Project  of  High  Country  Art  & Craft  Guild 
(A  Non-Profit  Organization) 


Wisdomkeepers  Speak:  The  Earth  Speaks 


by  Doug  Boyd 

A couple  yeans  ago,  I traveled  south  to  Asheville,  North  Carolina,  to 
attend  the  Wisdomkeepers  gathering- -partly  to  renew  my  acquaintance  with 
Ted  Williams,  a Tuscarora  elder  I had  known  during  my  days  and  years  with 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-L,  Uptowne,  Minn-Ind  & NATIVE-L 
list servers;  Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture. native, alt . native; 

UUCP  & genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Some  200  Piegans,  most  of  them  either  elderly  or  women  and  children, 
were  killed  by  the  relentless  firing  of  the  Army's  Springfield  rifles. 

The  .50-70  shells,  half  an  inch  thick,  riddled  the  lodges,  collapsing 
some  onto  smoking  firepits  and  suffocating  the  half-awake,  terrified 
victims.  Some  of  the  big  bullets  killed  children  under  the  protecting 
bodies  of  mothers  and  grandmothers.  Those  who  ran  to  the  sheltering 
cutbanks  of  the  river  were  rounded  up  later;  a total  of  140  captives 
was  turned  loose  without  adequate  food  and  clothing  - some  of  them  froze 
to  death  trying  to  walk  to  Fort  Benton,  ninety  miles  away." 
report  of  the  lanuary  23,  1870  Massacre  on  the  Marias 
thanks  to  <http://www.dickshovel.com/parts.html> 

"Our  Sun  has  hidden.  Our  sun  has  set  leaving  us  in  darkness.  We  do  not 
know  when  it  will  rise  again  but  while  it  is  set,  let  us  urgently  gather 
and  hide  in  our  hearts  our  most  beloved  treasure." 

Cuauhtemoc,  last  Chief  of  Mexica-Tenochtitlan 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I received  a message  this  week  that  was  so  heart  warming  I asked,  and  was 
granted,  permission  to  share  it  with  you. 

"I  do  what  I can  to  help  the  people.  To  many  people  are  suffering.  We 
send  aid  to  other  countries,  adopt  their  children  and  forget  about  our 
own.  We  forget  about  our  Elders,  and  our  history  dies,  neglected  and 
forgotten.  I want  my  life  to  be  a give  away,  I want  to  do  what  I can  to 
mend  the  hoop.  I know  it  all  comes  back  around.  I have  friends  on 
Pine  Ridge,  they  call  asking  for  help,  I have  no  money  really,  but  I 
clean  out  my  cupboards  and  mail  it  away.  Next  day,  some  one  brings  me 
food.  That  is  how  it  works.  Right  now,  I do  not  have  the  money  to  mail 
my  packages,  but  it  will  come.  Last  night  two  more  people  promised  me 
clothes  and  blankets." 

Christina  Meckel  "Lonewolf" 

The  People  suffering  from  this  harsh  winter  will  not  survive  without  your 
help.  People  like  Lonewolf,  giving  all  she  has,  cannot  do  it  alone. 

The  Lakota  Nation  lost  a great  man  this  week.  Their  Beloved  Ceremonial 
Chief  of  the  Lakota  Nation,  Ted  Thin  Elk  passed  over.  His  love  and  guidance 
shall  be  missed  by  the  entire  Lakota  Nation. 

Pray,  please,  for  this  gentle  heart  who  loved  all  people. 

Pueblo  of  San  Duan,  and  all  Native  Americans,  also  lost  another  gentle 
leader  in  the  passing  of  Alfonso  Ortiz.  There  are  articles  in  part  B 
of  this  issue  that  will  reacquaint  you  with  this  wonderful  man. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Barriere  Lake  - Alfonso  Ortiz  Memorial 

- The  Temp  is  Rising  - Prof.  Alfonso  Ortiz  Death 

- Newfoundland  Withdraws  - Buffalo  Slaughter 

- Peltier  Event  - Leech  Lake  Election  Results 

- On  Behalf  of  Big  Mountain  Dine  - Mountie  Manipulation  against  Sundancers 

- Injustice  to  Holocaust  Victims  - Religious  Freedoms  Being  Denied 

- Dine  Spiritual  Belief  - Message  from  Cecilia  Rodriguez 

- Ward  Valley  Indigenous  Nuke 

- California  Holocaust 

- Royal  Commission  3-2 

- Keweenaw  Bay  Update 

- Bison  Protection  Plan  Proposed 


(*,*) 
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Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


- Mining  In  Northern  Labrador 

- With  Respect  and  Honor 

- Book  Review:  Killing  the  White  Man's  Indian 

- Poem:  Justified  Extermination 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Barriere  Lake"  

Date:  97/02/03  20:11 

From:  Suzan  Horovitch  <a.horovitch@genie.com> 

Sub j : barriere  lake 

genie  email 

Barriere  Lake 

Two  weeks  ago  you  had  a short  request  for  help  for  the  Algonquin  people 
of  Barriere  lake.  The  request  came  from  someone  who  could  not  fill  the 
readers  in  on  what  the  situation  is  in  this  small  , Quebec,  native 
community.  Perhaps  I can  help. 

The  450  member  Algonquin  community  of  Barriere  Lake  is  located  four 
hours  drive  north  of  Montreal  in  La  Verendrye  Wildlife  Park,  they  have 
been  fighting  the  clearcutting  of  their  land  by  13  pulp  and  paper 
companies  for  many  years.  These  companies  include  Domtar  which  is  over 
40%  own  by  the  Quebec  Government. 

In  the  late  1980's  and  90s,  Chief  Dean  Maurice  Matchewan  led  the 
community  in  a campaign  to  force  Canada  and  Quebec  to  give  the  Algonquin 
nation  a say  in  forestry  operations.  This  culminated  in  the  signing  of  an 
internationally  recognized  tripartite  agreement  in  1991. 

Subsequently,  pro  forestry  Algonquins,  many  of  whom  live  outside 
Barriere  Lake  ( even  as  far  as  California)  petitioned  the  Canadian 
Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development  ( DIAND. . recently 
renamed  DIANA  : Dept  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs)  to  remove  longtime 
Chief  Dean  Maurice  Matchewan.  DIAND  Minister  Ron  Irwin  acquiesced  on  Dan. 
23,  1996.  He  appointed  an  interim  band  council  which  set  up  in  a community 
140  km.  south  made  up  by  the  pro-logging  fraction  of  the  community.  When 
this  council  was  deemed  ineffectual,  an  administration  company  was 
appointed  from  Quebec  city. 

Forestry  companies  have  taken  advantage  of  the  leadership  void  in  the 
community  to  log  in  areas  forbidden  by  the  1991  agreement.  A new  wave  of 
logging  is  expected  to  begin  in  Spring,  1997. 

As  a result,  from  Oct.  21,  1996  until  recently,  the  community 
blockaded  a Domtar  logging  road  just  off  highway  117,  the  main  highway 
between  Montreal  and  the  Abitibi  region.  A tent  city  was  set  up,  with 
almost  the  entire  community  participating  in  the  protest. 

A federal  mediator  appointed  to  deal  with  the  community.  Judge  Rejean 
Paul  of  Quebec  Supreme  Court  proposed  to  allow  only  people  living  in  the 
community  and  using  the  land  to  participate  in  the  selection  of  a new 
leader.  Pro-logging  forces  refused  to  discuss  the  proposal  and  called  for 
Paul's  dismissal.  Paul  resigned  on  January  13,  1997. 

The  local  people  signed  a petition  showing  the  vast  majority  to  be  in 
favour  of  a traditionally  appointed  chief  by  a council  of  elders.  The 
Federal  Government  refuses  to  recognize  this  election  process. 

After  weeks  of  federal  apathy  in  upholding  the  1991  agreement, 
blockades  of  all  logging  companies  on  Algonquin  territory  were  called  for. 
The  community  has  also  announced  that  it  will  block  highway  117  if  its 
concerns  continue  to  be  ignored. 

With  no  band  council,  no  money  other  than  welfare  is  entering  the 
community.  All  but  three  people  have  lost  their  jobs  and  school  has  been 
closed  for  almost  a year.  Food  and  other  basic  necessities  have  grown 
scarce  in  Barriere  Lake.  The  community  has  requested  emergency  donations 
of  food  and  money  from  the  public. 

A coalition  of  Montreal  community  groups  has  accepted  a call  for 
emergency  relief  consisting  of  non  perishable  food  ( canned  fruit  and 
vegetables,  pasta,  rice,  flour,  baking  powder,  condensed  milk,  coffee  , 


tea)  household  products  ( toilet  paper  ) and  cash  to  the  Algonquin 
community  of  Barriere  Lake.  More  information  can  be  obtained  from: 

Barriere  lake  Support  Group  at  514  - 848-0465 
or  send  the  goods  to  QPIRG-McGill , 

3647  University,  3rd.  f 1 . , 

Montreal,  QC. 

Canada 
H3A  2B3 

Suzan  Horovitch  e mail:  a.horovitch@genie.com 

"RE : The  Temp  is  Rising"  

Date:  30  Dan  97  22:28:00 

From:  FROSTY.DEERE@igloo.magicnet.com  (FROSTY  DEERE) 

Sub j : The  Temp  is  rising. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Kwe  Kwe  and  please  cross  post  where  ever  you  feel  others  would  like  to  be 
kept  up  to  date  on  this. 

This  is  to  inform  all  Native/Indians/Aboriginal  and  nations  that  the 
political  heat  in  the  province  of  Quebec  is  heating  up. 

The  native  people  feel  that  if  Quebec  has  the  right  to  separate  or 
partition  itself  from  Canada,  then  so  do  we.  The  Cree  have  voted  not  to 
remain  with  Quebec  and  the  Mohawk  have  so  stated  as  much. 

The  government  today  has  stated  that  on  only  is  no  one  living  in 
Quebec  allowed  separate  but  its  Forbidden  re  Partition. 

The  Govt  of  Quebec  as  also  stated  today  it  will  use  all  Means  and 
did  not  exclude  force  to  keep  its  territory  in  tact.  This  is  a direct 
threat  on  the  native  nations  living  in  Quebec  and  we  refuse  to  become 
citizen  of  this  new  possible  country  on  soil  that  by  all  rights  and  means 
belong  to  us. 

It  has  stated  that  Natives  have  no  right  to  partition  or  make  any 
claims  on  Quebec  when  it  separates  and  it  forbade  those  towns  and  cities 
Counties  to  even  think  about  trying  partitioning  Quebec.  One  would  guess 
they  have  forget  that  we  have  treaties  with  Canada  and  the  United  States  as 
Nations  to  Nations.  So  we  have  the  right  to  make  such  claims. 

Now,  the  Govt  of  Canada  Yesterday  stated  We  will  not  use  force  to 
keep  Quebec  in  Canada. 

The  question  is  will  Canada  protect  the  rights  of  those  that  do  not 
want  to  separate  or  be  forced  from  there  lands. 

I hope  to  have  more  in  the  next  few  days. 

Sken : nen 

---  SLMAIL  v4.5a  (#1349) 

* Origin:  Igloo  Station  (514)  632-5556  (226:514/529) 

"RE;  Newfoundland  Withdraws"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Dan  1997  09:30:45  -0500 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@netserver .web. net> 

Sub j : Newfoundland  Withdraws  Voisey's  Bay  from  Land  Rights  Negotiations 
Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

Be  Fleard:  Tell  The  Governments  and  the  Company  What  You  Think! 


Billions  of  dollars  have  changed  hands  for  the  Voisey's  Bay  nickel 
discovery ...  and  the  Aboriginal  people  who  have  lived  there  for  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  years  haven't  seen  a cent  of  it!  Last  week,  the  Newfoundland 
government  announced  that  it  was  unilaterally  withdrawing  the  Voisey's  Bay 
area  from  the  land  rights  negotiations  table.  As  Dohn  Gray  of  the  Globe  and 
Mail  reports: 

* The  Newfoundland  government  has  told  the  province's  native  peoples 
that  they  will  be  given  no  guarantee  of  sharing  in  the  wealth  from 


the  multibillion-dollan  Voisey's  Bay  mine  development  on  native 
land  in  northern  Labrador. 

* Instead,  it  will  be  up  to  the  native  people  to  get  what  they  can 
on  their  own  in  negotiations  with  the  giant  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel 
Co.  Ltd. 

* The  government  decision  opens  the  way  for  a possible  battle- -legal 
and  otherwise--that  may  delay  the  start  of  what  could  be  the 
world's  largest  nickel  mine. 

* Toby  Anderson,  chief  negotiator  for  the  5,000-member  Labrador 
Inuit  Association,  said  that  if  the  government  does  not  revise  its 
policy  by  the  end  of  this  week,  the  Inuit  will  begin  a court 
challenge  to  secure  a guaranteed  share  of  the  royalty  revenues  of 
the  mine. 

* "That's  unfortunate,  very  unfortunate  in  this  country,  after 
everything  else  that  has  happened.  But  what  alternative  do  we 
have?  Thank  God  we've  got  a Supreme  Court  that  from  time  to  time 
rules  in  the  favour  of  aboriginal  people,"  he  said. 

* If  the  Inuit  are  not  successful  in  the  courts,  Mr.  Anderson  told 
The  Globe  and  Mail,  they  will  turn  to  civil  disobedience  to  stop 
development  of  the  mine  site. 

* Mr.  Anderson's  stand  was  immediately  supported  by  Daniel  Ashini, 
chief  negotiator  of  Labrador's  1,200  Innu,  the  Indian  people  whose 
traditional  hunting  grounds  overlap  those  of  the  Inuit  at  Voisey's 
Bay. 

* Mr.  Ashini  said  in  an  interview  that  the  terms  set  by  the 
government  for  the  Innu  will  obviously  be  exactly  the  same  as 
those  announced  earlier  this  month  to  the  Inuit.  He  promised  full 
support  for  whatever  action  is  taken  by  the  Inuit... 

* The  Voisey's  Bay  mine  is  obviously  going  to  go  ahead,  he  said,  but 
the  Innu  have  insisted  that  it  should  not  go  ahead  until  there  is 
a treaty  between  Canada  and  Newfoundland  and  the  native  peoples. 
They  have  given  a similar  warning  to  the  company. 

* "We  have  made  it  quite  clear  to  the  company:  you  may  think  you 
already  have  the  green  light  from  the  government,  but  you  still 
need  to  achieve  the  agreement  from  the  Innu,  who  are  the  rightful 
owners  of  this  land.... 

* Earlier  this  month,  Harold  Marshall,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
negotiations  for  the  province,  called  LIA  president  William 
Barbour  and  Mr.  Anderson  to  St.  John's  at  the  request  of  Premier 
Brian  Tobin. 

* Mr.  Marshall,  who  is  deputy  minister  for  Labrador  and 
brother-in-law  of  the  Premier,  spelled  out  a tough  new  line  to  the 
Innu  and  the  Inuit  on  the  negotiations  with  the  province. 

* He  told  them  that  Newfoundland  insisted  that  none  of  the  land 
around  Voisey's  Bay  will  be  considered  part  of  the  Inuit  land 
claim  and  that  the  Inuit  can  expect  no  surface  mineral  rights,  no 
subsurface  rights  and  no  royalty-revenue  sharing  under  a 
settlement . 

* For  the  native  people,  the  bitter  irony  of  the  new  policy  is  that 
in  1993,  just  months  before  the  discovery  of  the  Voisey's  Bay 
deposit,  former  premier  Clyde  Wells  offered  the  Inuit  a 
10,360-square-kilometre  parcel  of  land  that  included  Voisey's  Bay. 

* The  Inuit  did  not  accept  the  offer  because,  in  comparison  to 
land-claims  settlements  with  other  native  groups  in  the  country, 
the  package  seemed  small.  Mr.  Anderson  said  that  the  offer  was 
still  technically  on  the  table  until  Mr.  Marshall  stated  his  tough 
new  position. 

* "Now  they've  gone  unilaterally  against  their  policy  and  shifted 
the  responsibility  to  settle  with  the  aboriginal  people  onto  the 
shoulders  of  the  company. 

* "As  far  as  we're  concerned,  that's  not  the  way  a government 
operates,  not  a government  that  was  elected  by  the  people  to 
represent  the  people,  aboriginal  people  included. ">  (from  Monday, 
January  27/97,  page  Al) 


Canadians  and  people  everywhere  should  be  outraged  by  this  imperious  action 
by  the  Newfoundland  government.  The  self-serving  policies  and  positions  that 
the  province  is  putting  forward  at  the  land  rights  table  clearly  demonstrate 
bad  faith  in  the  negotiations  process.  500  years  later,  it  appears  that 
colonial  attitudes  towards  Aboriginal  lands  haven't  changed:  if  they  want 
it=D0they  will  take  it. 

Support  the  Innu  and  the  Inuit  by  writing  letters  to  the  editor,  to 
politicians  and  to  the  presidents  of  Inco  and  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel. 

In  your  letters  to  the  editor  and  to  government,  stress  the  following 
points : 

* You  are  outraged  by  the  decision  of  the  Newfoundland  government  to 
unilaterally  withdraw  the  lands  and  resources  of  the  Voisey's  Bay  area 
from  land  rights  negotiations  with  the  Innu  and  the  Inuit.  Voisey's  Bay 
is  clearly  native  land.  When  the  Newfoundland  government  entered  the 
land  rights  negotiation  process  with  Aboriginal  people  more  than  20 
years  ago,  it  accepted  this  fact.  The  only  thing  that  has  changed  is 
the  discovery  of  a nickel  deposit.  The  transparent  greed  of  the 
Newfoundland  government  is  appalling,  and  it  demonstrates  extremely  poor 
judgement  and  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  a government  that  is  supposed  to 
act  in  the  interests  of  all  people=D0including  the  Innu  and  the  Inuit. 

* As  a Canadian  (or  as  a resident  of  Newfoundland),  you  are  ashamed  by 
the  way  that  successive  governments  have  treated  Aboriginal  people.  Why 
has  nothing  changed?  Canada  prides  itself  on  its  international  record 
in  the  areas  of  human  rights,  but  at  home,  it  continues  to  practice  the 
very  things  it  condemns  in  other  countries. 

* Why  hasn't  the  Canadian  government,  which  has  a clear  constitutional 
obligation  to  protect  the  rights  of  Aboriginal  people,  taken  a stand  on 
this  issue  and  defended  the  integrity  of  the  land  rights  negotiation 
process?  Newfoundland's  dishonourable  conduct  towards  the  Innu  and  the 
Inuit  is  nothing  less  than  a national  disgrace. 

* The  land  rights  issue  is  an  important  one  to  all  Canadians.  The  Innu 
and  the  Inuit  are  still  waiting  for  a just  and  fair  settlement.  So  why 
do  we  continue  to  put  the  interests  of  companies  like  Inco  before  the 
rights  of  Aboriginal  people?  Nickel  doesn't  go  bad.  The  vast  wealth  at 
Voisey's  Bay  will  still  be  there  once  the  question  of  ownership  is 
resolved.  No  mining  should  take  place  at  Voisey's  Bay  until  there  is  a 
fair  and  just  settlement  of  land  rights  and  until  the  Innu  and  Inuit 
people  whose  ways  of  life  will  be  radically  affected  by  this  project 
give  their  consent  for  it  to  proceed. 

Write  to: 


Premier  Brian  Tobin  Hon.  Ron  Irwin 

Province  of  Newfoundland  Minister  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs 


PO  Box  8700 

St.  John's,  Newfoundland 
A1B  416 

tel:  (709)  729-3571 
fax:  (709)  729-5875 


Government  of  Canada 
Ottawa,  Ontario 
K1A  0H5 

tel:  (613)  922-6418 
fax:  (613)  953-4941 


The  Editor 
The  Globe  and  Mail 
444  Front  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M5V  2S9 

tel:  (416)  585-5225 
fax:  (416)  585-5085 
email:  letters@globeandmail . ca 


The  Editor 

The  Evening  Telegram 
PO  Box  5970 

St.  lohn's,  Newfoundland 
A1C  5X7 

tel:  (709)  634-2323 
fax:  (613)  634-3939 


Letters  to  Inco  and  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  can  include  the  above  points,  but 
should  also  stress: 

* Inco  paid  $4.5  billion  dollars  for  the  company.  Diamond  Fields  Resources, 
which  made  the  discovery=D0not  for  the  land  at  Voisey's  Bay.  No  one  has  given 
the  project  a green  light,  and  as  a Canadian,  you  have  a say  in  whether  or 
not  the  project  should  proceed.  Inco's  production  schedule  is  less  important 
to  you  than  the  rights  of  Aboriginal  people. 


* The  question  of  ownership  has  not  been  resolved,  and  no  mine  development 
should  proceed  until  land  rights  settlements  with  the  Innu  and  Inuit  have 
been  achieved,  and  until  the  Innu  and  Inuit  people  have  given  their  consent 
to  the  project. 

Michael  Sopko  Stewart  Gendron 

President  and  CEO  President 

Inco  Limited  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  (VBNC) 

145  King  St  W.  Suite  1500  Suite  700  - 10  Fort  William  Place 

Toronto-  Dominion  Centre  St.  Dohn's,  NF 

Toronto,  ON  A1C  1K4=20 

M5H  4B7  tel:  (709)  758-8888=20 

tel:  (416)  361-7511  fax:  (709)  758-8899=20 


Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 

- — "RE:  Peltier  Event"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Feb  97  11:49:42  GMT 

From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

Sub j : Peltier  Event 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
FRIENDS:  PLEASE  POST  WIDELY. 

There  will  be  a Boston  demonstration  to  demand  freedom  for  Leonard 
Peltier,  Mumia  Abu-3amal  and  all  political  prisoners  on  Thursday,  February  6 
at  4:30  pm.  The  action  will  take  place  in  front  of  the  McCormick  Post 
Office  & Federal  Courthouse  Building  on  Congress  Street  in  Post  Office 
Square,  downtown  Boston. 

The  demonstration  is  being  sponsored  by  United  American  Indians  of 
New  England  (617-773-0406,  email  at  uainel9@nfi.com)  and  the  National 
Peoples  Campaign  (617)  522-6626. 

February  6th  marks  the  anniversary  of  the  arrest  of  American  Indian 
Movement  warrior  Peltier  on  February  6,  1976.  Framed  up  by  the  U.S. 
government  for  the  shooting  deaths  of  2 FBI  agents  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation 
in  1975,  he  is  currently  serving  two  consecutive  life  terms  in  federal 
prison.  Substantial  evidence  demonstrates  Peltier's  innocence,  including 
the  fact  that  the  FBI  itself  says  that  they  do  not  know  who  killed  the  2 
agents.  The  courts  have  denied  all  of  Peltier's  appeals  for  a new  trial, 
and  Pres.  Clinton  refuses  to  review  the  clemency  petition  that  has  been 
before  him  since  his  first  term  of  office.  The  only  way  Peltier,  an 
innocent  man,  will  gain  his  freedom  is  for  is  supporters  to  take  to  the 
streets ! 

Mumia  Abu-3amal,  noted  Af rican-American  journalist  and  former  Black 
Panther  Party  leader,  has  been  on  Pennsylvania's  death  row  since  1982, 
falsely  convicted  of  shooting  a Philadelphia  cop.  Mumia 's  supporters  fear 
that  Pennsylvania  courts  will  not  grant  him  a new  trial  and  will  soon  order 
his  execution. 

The  cases  of  these  two  political  prisoners  are  known  by  millions 
internationally  and  symbolize  the  repression  of  the  U.S.  government  against 
any  political  resistance. 

Please  join  us  on  February  6.  If  you  don't  live  in  the  Boston  area, 
we  call  on  you  to  organize  something  where  you  live.  We  will  be  happy  to 
supply  informational  flyers,  etc. 

>We  are  not  vanishing.  We  are  not  conquered.  We  are  as  strong  as  ever.  UAINE 
We  are  not  vanishing.  We  are  not  conquered.  We  are  as  strong  as  ever.  UAINE 

"RE : On  Behalf  of  Big  Mountain  Dine"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Ian  1997  21:08:58,  -0500 

From:  Doe  Chasing  Florse  via  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 


Sub j : From  Doe  Chasing  Horse 


I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Doe  Chasing  Horses,  Lakota  Elder. 

Doe  Chasing  Horse  has  been  invited  by  the  Dine  Traditional  People  to 
speak  next  week  at  their  council  meetings  concerning  the  plight  of  the 
Traditional  Dine  People  and  to  attend  Hearings  to  be  held  on  the 
Accommodation  Agreement. 

The  following  articles  are  sent  by  Doe  Chasing  Horse  on  the  behalf  of 
the  Big  Mountain  Dine'  Families. 

Senator  John  McCain 

Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 

838  Senate  Hart  Office  Bldg. 

Washington  DC  20510 

From:  The  Big  Mountain  Dine'  Families 
c/o  Violet  Ashike 
P.0.  Box  148 
Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039 

Dear  Senator  McCain: 

We  are  Dine'  people  from  Big  Mountain  community.  We  are  writing  to 
express  our  concerns  about  the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  which  the  Hopi 
Tribe  is  offering  to  us  as  a result  of  the  mediation  of  the  Manybeads 
lawsuit  and  about  the  separate  agreement  which  was  reached  between  the  Hopi 
Tribe  and  the  United  States. 

We  have  gathered  as  a community  to  express  these  concerns.  Some  of  us 
have  decided  long  ago  that  we  will  not  sign  a lease  for  our  own  land,  even 
if  it  is  called  something  else,  while  others  of  us  are  undecided.  We  all 
share  the  same  concerns  however.  These  are  our  concerns  about  the 
"Accommodation  Agreement:" 

1)  The  Hopi  tribe  still  has  not  recognized  that  we  have  a religion,  and 
that  it  is  our  religious  right  to  stay  on  the  lands  where  we  live.  The 
Accommodation  Agreement  just  pussyfoots  around  this  issue  and  the  only 
reference  to  religion  is  in  a letter  from  Katherine  Hazard  which  is 
attached  to  the  Agreement.  We  submitted  language  last  spring  on  the 
religious  issue,  which  the  Hopi  Tribe  refused  to  consider.  We  feel  that 
this  language  or  words  saying  the  same  thing  should  be  incorporated  in  the 
Agreement.  The  language  is  as  follows: 

"This  is  an  agreement  in  good  faith  between  the  Dine'  families  who  live 
on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Land,  and  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  Hopi  people.  Under 
this  agreement  the  Dine'  families  and  the  Hopi  people  agree  to  be  friends 
and  always  think  and  speak  well  of  each  other.  We  agree  to  respect  each 
other  as  Native  people  whose  origin  is  in  this  very  land.  We  agree  to 
support  and  assist  each  other  in  the  continuance  and  protection  of 
religious  activities.  We  agree,  each  of  us  to  assist  the  other  if  called 
on.  We  agree  to  meet  together  as  needed  to  resolve  any  issues  which  arise 
as  a result  of  our  sharing  of  this  land. 

This  agreement  is  reached  between  us  as  a result  of  the  Manybeads  v. 
United  States  lawsuit.  For  this  reason,  this  agreement  is  based  on 
religious  concepts  and  natural  law,  and  provides  first  and  foremost  for  the 
protection  of  the  religion  and  way  of  life  of  the  Dine'  families.  Its 
purpose  is  also  to  provide  the  continuing  well-being  of  the  parties  to  this 
agreement,  as  individuals,  families  and  communities." 

2)  The  Accommodation  Agreement  does  not  offer  a permanent  settlement  of 
the  so-called  "land  dispute".  Instead  it  only  puts  it  off  for  75  years. 
That  means  our  grandchildren  may  have  to  go  through  the  same  suffering  we 
are  going  through  now.  It  means  that  in  75  years  the  Hopi  Tribe  will  once 
more  sue  the  U.S.  and  the  Navajo  Nation,  and  that  once  more  there  will  be  a 
big,  expensive  relocation  program.  We  are  asking  that  you  give  the  Hopi 
Tribe  authority  to  enter  into  perpetual  leases.  We  are  asking  that 
whatever  legislation  is  developed,  that  our  right  to  remain  on  the  land  be 
permanent . 


3)  We  are  concerned  that  if  we  sign  the  Accommodation  Agreement,  the 
U.S.  will  abandon  us.  The  Hopi  Tribe  will  have  complete  jurisdiction  over 
us,  with  no  oversight,  and  we  will  have  no  avenue  of  appeal,  no  matter  what 
they  do  to  us.  If  we  accept  Hopi  jurisdiction  we  will  not  have  any  right 
to  vote  for  the  government  that  rules  us.  We  are  asking  that  the  U.S. 
protects  minority  people  from  political  and  judicial  discrimination  in 
other  places;  we  are  asking  for  the  same  thing. 

4)  The  Accommodation  Agreement  doesn't  give  us  any  way  to  maintain  our 
livelihood.  We  don't  have  jobs.  We  have  to  live  from  our  livestock  and 
cornfields.  There  is  enough  grass  for  way  more  livestock  where  we  live, 
but  the  Accommodation  Agreement  will  only  give  each  family  an  average  of  25 
sheep.  That  is  not  enough  for  even  one  person  to  live  on,  let  alone  a big 
family  with  20  or  30  or  even  more  people.  There  is  enough  grass  here  so 
each  family  could  have  one  or  two  hundred  sheep,  and  still  be  plenty 
leftover . 

5)  The  Accommodation  Agreement  is  set  up  like  a lease  or  rental.  We 
are  a community  and  we  are  used  to  making  decisions  as  a community.  If  we 
are  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  the  U.S.  we  want  to 
do  it  as  a community,  not  as  a bunch  of  separate  families. 

6)  We  are  only  being  given  until  Dec.  31  this  year  to  make  up  our  minds 
whether  we  will  sign  the  Accommodation  Agreement  or  not.  (The  extension 
has  now  been  placed  to  March)  This  may  not  be  enough  time  to  address  all 
our  concerns. 

We  are  also  concerned  about  the  agreement  between  the  U.S.  and  the 
Hopi  Tribe.  We  see  the  results,  that  the  U.S.  is  going  to  use  OUR 
settlement  to  save  350  million  dollars.  We  also  see  that: 

1)  The  settlement  is  disproportionate.  We  get  3 acres  for  75 
years,  plus  a cornfield,  while  the  Hopi  Tribe  gets  500,000  acres  and  even 
more  money.  We  do  not  think  this  is  evenhanded  at  all.  If  the  Hopis  get 
500,000  acres,  then  we  should  get  something  equivalent. 

2)  The  U.S.  has  agreed  to  evict  us.  We  thought  the  goal  of  the 
Manybeads  mediation  was  to  prevent  eviction.  Now  we  see  that  if  we  cannot 
in  good  conscience  sigh  the  Accommodation  Agreement  by  the  end  of  this  year 
(deadline  extended  until  March,  1997)  then  we  will  be  removed  by  force 
sometime  before  February  of  the  year  2000. 

Therefore  we  are  asking  to  be  allowed  to  testify  when  you  hold  hearings 
on  the  proposed  Navajo-Hopi  settlement  this  year.  We  are  also  asking  that 
you  give  our  input  your  consideration  when  you  are  working  on  settlement 
legislation.  This  is  our  life  and  the  lives  of  our  children  and 
grandchildren  that  we  are  working  to  preserve.  Accordingly  we  are  asking 
that  you  designate  a staff  person  who  can  work  with  us  and  offer  guidance. 

Thank  you  for  your  concern  for  the  Dine'  families  who  continue  to  reside 
on  their  ancestral  lands,  now  called  the  Hopi-partitioned  Lands. 

A second  letter  is  released  by  the  undersigned  through  Mr.  Chasing  Horse.. 

Mr.  David  Lombardi 

Settlement  Program 

United  States  Court  of  Appeals 

for  the  Ninth  Circuit 

121  Spear  Street 

PO  Box  193939 

San  Francisco,  CA  94119-3939 
Dear  Mr.  Lombardi: 

The  U.S.  Congress  is  now  considering  legislation  which  would,  in  effect, 
adopt  the  Accommodation  Agreement  in  its  current  form.  Because  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  still  does  not  address  a number  of  our  major 
concerns,  this  is  very  disturbing  to  us.  We  urge  you  to  impress  upon  the 
United  States  and  the  Hopi  Tribe  the  need  to  address  our  concerns 
immediately  to  avoid  another  major  setback  in  the  resolution  of  the  "land 
dispute. " 

We  have  set  forth  our  principal  concerns  below.  In  the  past,  the  Hopi 
Tribe  has  said  it  will  only  discuss  these  matters  after  a federal  law  has 
been  passed.  Why  wait?  These  concerns  are  important  to  us  now  and, 
depending  on  the  answers  we  receive,  will  determine  whether  or  not  we  sign 


the  Accommodation  Agreement.  We  would  take  it  as  an  act  of  good  will  for 
the  Hopi  Tribe  to  discuss  these  concerns  now;  conversely,  we  are  suspicious 
of  efforts  to  delay  discussions  until  after  the  federal  law  is  in  place 
when  the  Hopi  Tribe  will  have  little  incentive  to  meet  with  us. 

Our  nine  principle  concerns  are: 

1.  Homesites  for  our  children.  The  Accommodation  Agreement  is  not  clear 
on  whether  and  how  our  children  will  be  able  to  establish  separate 
homesites.  It  should  not  be  that  difficult  for  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  say  that 
such  homesites  are  permissible,  and  then  we  can  negotiate  how  they  would  be 
established  in  a manner  satisfactory  to  both  the  Hopis  and  us. 

2.  Future  allocation  of  livestock.  The  Hopi  Livestock  Ordinance  provides 
for  the  allocation  of  additional  livestock  permits  pursuant  to  a system 
which  sets  up  six  priorities.  All  of  these  priorities  apply  only  to  Hopi 
tribal  members.  This  means  that,  at  some  future  date,  when  the  Hopi  Tribe 
permits  an  increase  in  livestock  on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Land,  it  will  be 
almost  impossible  for  a Navajo  family  to  get  such  a permit.  We  would  like 
the  Hopi  Tribe  to  commit  to  providing  us  the  opportunity  to  receive  these 
permits  on  an  equal  basis  with  Hopi  tribal  members. 

3.  Hopi  Comprehensive  Land  Use  Plan  should  take  into  account  Navajo 
traditional  and  religious  uses.  The  Hopi  Tribe  has  a comprehensive  land 
use  plan  which  encompasses  the  areas  in  which  we  live.  We  would  like  a 
commitment  from  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  take  the  maps  that  we  have  prepared, 
identifying  burial  and  sacred  sites,  and  incorporate  them  into  the  land  use 
plan  to  assure  that  those  sites  are  properly  protected.  Supposedly,  they 
have  agreed  to  honor  our  religion;  we  need  some  specific  protections,  not 
just  vague  promises,  spoken  half-heartedly. 

4.  Hopi  governmental  accountability.  We  remain  concerned  about  how  we 
will  be  treated  by  the  Hopi  government  under  the  Accommodation  Agreement. 

In  the  past,  we  have  experienced  substantial  harassment  from  Hopi  Rangers, 
including  aggressive  impoundment  policies  and  patrolling.  We  propose  a 
civil  rights  board  to  oversee  Hopi  police  activity  and  to  receive  our 
complaints  or  an  amendment  to  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act  which  enables  us 
to  enforce  violations  of  our  federal  civil  rights  by  the  Hopi  police  in 
federal  court. 

5.  A fair  dispute  resolution  process.  The  Hopi  Tribe  intends  to  apply 
many  of  its  laws  to  us.  If  we  are  charged  with  a violation,  we  will  be 
tried  in  Hopi  Court  before  Hopi  jurors.  Navajo  families  will  not  be  given 
the  opportunity  for  a "trial  by  their  peers."  We  propose  either  a special 
joint  Navajo-Hopi  court  to  hear  cases  involving  Navajo  families  on  the  HPL, 
or  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  commit  to  having  Navajos  on  juries  which  hear  cases 
involving  Navajos. 

6.  Fair  distribution  of  population-based  funding  and  services.  Under  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  and  Settlement  Agreement,  the  Hopi  Tribe  will  be 
able  to  count  the  Navajo  families  for  the  purposes  of  population-based 
federal  and  other  funding  and  services.  Historically,  the  State  of  Arizona 
has  included  us  in  its  population  count  but  does  not  provide  us  with  our 
pro  rata  share  of  funds  and  services  received.  We  do  not  want  this  to 
happen  again.  We  should  be  guaranteed  our  prop  rata  share  of  any  such 
funds  and  services  received  by  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

7.  Self-Rule  for  the  Navajo  families  akin  to  the  self-rule  exercised  by 
the  Hopi  villages.  We  will  not  be  permitted  to  participate  in  Hopi 
elections  and  yet  the  Hopi  Tribe  wishes  to  govern  our  affairs.  We  propose 
that  we  be  granted  self-rule,  just  like  each  one  of  the  eleven  Hopi 
villages  enjoys  a great  measure  of  self-rule.  We  will  administer  Hopi  laws 
and  programs  which  apply  to  us  in  the  same  way  that  tribal  governments 
administer  federal  laws  and  programs  under  Section  638  contracting. 

8.  Neither  Navajos,  nor  Hopis,  should  have  to  get  permits  for  religious 
activities.  We  continue  to  object  to  the  requirement  that  anyone,  whether 
Navajo  or  Hopi,  should  have  to  secure  a permit  from  a government  agency  to 
engage  in  a religious  activity  such  as  collection  green  boughs  or  eagle 
gathering.  These  activities  should  be  regulated  by  our  religious  leaders. 
We  propose  a joint  Navajo-Hopi  Religious  Council  made  up  of  religious 
leaders  from  both  tribes,  who  will  be  informed  on  the  environmental  as  well 
as  religious  context  of  these  activities,  and  who  will  be  responsible  for 


assuring  that  the  activities  are  conducted  appropriately. 

9.  Extension  of  the  deadline  to  sign  the  Accommodation  Agreement.  The 
December  31,  1996  deadline  for  signing  the  Accommodation  Agreement  is  too 
early.  First  of  all,  we  will  need  specific  responses  to  the  issues  set 
forth  above,  not  just  evasions  and  delays,  before  we  will  be  in  a position 
to  decide  whether  to  sign.  Moreover,  we  do  not  fully  understand  the  impact 
of  the  Congressional  legislation  which,  we  are  told,  is  likely  to  be  passed 
in  September.  We  also  understand  that  Judge  Carroll  will  be  reviewing  the 
Settlement  Agreement,  the  Accommodation  Agreement  and  the  status  of  the 
various  legal  cases,  probably  in  October  or  November.  Until  all  of  these 
matters  have  been  addressed  or  resolved,  we  will  not  be  in  a position  to 
make  a final  decision  on  the  Accommodation  Agreement. 

Mr.  Lombardi,  we  are  fighting  for  our  religious  beliefs  and  our  way  of 
life.  Both  have  been  under  attack  for  nearly  five  hundred  years  by  outside 
forces,  yet  both  are  supposed  to  be  protected  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  We  have  made  many  concessions,  but  certain  matters  are  so 
fundamental  to  who  we  are,  that  we  must  demand  respect  for  them. 


With  great  respect. 

The  Navajo  Families  of  Big  Mountain 


Robert  Blackgoat 
Joella  Ashike 
Alice  R.  Benally 
Violet  Ashike 
Tom  Begaye 
Sam  Little 
Collen  Blakeddy 
Jessie  J.  Blakeddy 
Alethia  Little 
Ida  L.  Little 
Ivanna  Little 
Tacheal  Begay 
Jimmie  Begay 
Lydia  Biakeddyk 
Mazzie  Dale 
Shawn  Wood 
Craig  T.  Wood 
Angel  Jones 
Wendi  J.  Ashike 
Dean  Biakeddy 
Ashike  Biakeddy 


Fannie  H.  Goy 
John  Benally 
Rebecca  Zee 
Mazzie  Begaye 
Ruby  Biakeddy 
Amy  L.  Little 
Rita  Chase 
Ella  Mae  Little 
Paula  Little 
Samantha  Lynn  Little 
Paulah  V.  Biakeddy 
Bridget  Begay 
Sammie  Biakeddy 
Chee  Lewis 
Danielle  Ashike 
Dawn  Wood 
Pita  A.  Wood 
Darwin  T.  Ashike 
Joel  Ashike 
Velvatt  Biakeddy 
Brian  Biakeddy 


Art  Biakeddy 
Sue  Biakeddy 
Renee  Chase 
Sheldan  Chase 


"RE : injustice  to  Flolocaust  Victims"  

Date:  Tue,  28  Jan  1997  17:55:10  -0500 
From:  Joseph  <sunwolf@cyberhighway.net> 

To:  Senator  Alfonse  D' Amato  <senator_al@damato. senate. gov> 

Sub j : Injustice  to  Holocaust  Victims 

UUCP  email 
Senator  D'Amato, 

I listened  with  interest  this  morning  on  NPR  radio  to  your  demand  that  the 
Swiss  Government  see  to  the  return  of  stolen  assets  to  the  victims  of  the 
holocaust ...  assets  that  have  been  illegally  held  in  Swiss  banks  for  more 
than  50  years.  I share  your  desire  that  these  stolen  assets  be  returned  to 
these  people  and  their  heirs.  Justice  demands  it. 

It  must  be  then,  that  you  are  unaware  that  the  U.S.  Government  has 
perpetrated  just  such  an  injustice  on  the  Natives  of  this  land  and  is 
continuing  to  do  so  as  we  speak.  Please- -consider  the  "holocaust"  that 
Native  Americans  have  been  subjected  to:  1)  Native  American  groups 
slaughtered  and  subjected  to  cultural  genocide  as  Government  Policy  for 
over  two  hundred  years,  coast  to  coast  with  millions  of  People  murdered  or 
driven  off  their  lands  and  left  to  die  of  sickness  and  starvation;  2) 


Native  American  children  kidnapped  and  given  to  non-Natives  or  sent  to 
boarding  schools  where  they  were  subjected  to  unbelievable  cruelty;  3) 

Native  American  Peoples  herded  across  the  country  en  masse  (sometimes  in 
cattle  cars--sound  familiar?)  to  be  "concentrated"  into  areas  that  were 
deemed  useless/unwanted  by  the  Government;  4)  When  this  pitiful  remnant 
of  First  Nations  People  living  on  "waste"  land  that  was  later  deemed  to  be 
useful  (for  exploitation  by  mining,  timbering,  cattle  industry),  the  scraps 
of  lands  left  to  them  were  stolen  again  (ie:  the  Dawes  Allotment  Act,  Black 
Hills  Gold  Rush,  Oklahoma  land  rush... just  to  name  a few  examples). 

Of  the  hundreds  of  Treaties  the  U.S.  Government  has  entered  into  with  Native 
American  groups,  not  ONE  has  ever  been  honored  by  the  government. 

When  the  Lakota  Sioux  resisted  Government  attempts  to  mine  Uranium  on  Sioux 
reservations,  the  FBI  conducted  a prolonged  terror  campaign  on  these 
reservations  that  resulted  in  dozens  of  murders  of  "traditional"  tribe 
members  under  the  auspices  of  a program  called  COINTELPRO. 

This  process  of  exploitation  and  cultural  genocide  continues  today!  There 
are  several  Native  American  groups  being  forcibly  driven  off  their  lands 
right  now  including  a Dineh  group  in  the  Southwest  and  the  Timbisha 
Shoshoni  in  the  California  Desert. 

There  has  been  an  effort  underway  for  several  years  for  rescindment  of  some 
20  Medals  of  Honor  awarded  to  butchers  masquerading  as  US  Army  soldiers  at 
Wounded  Knee,  to  no  avail. 

The  B.I.A.  has  stolen  BILLIONS  from  Native  American  Tribes  and  individuals 
over  the  last  20  years  with  seeming  impunity. 

The  list  goes  on  and  on  Senator  D' Amato  but  I'm  sure  you  can  now  see  the 
ugly  picture  that  emerges.  When  I heard  your  impassioned  plea  this  morning 
I felt  that  if  you  but  knew  of  this  history  of  injustices  to  citizens  of 
this  land,  you  would  add  your  powerful  voice  to  demands  that  these  victims 
no  longer  be  subjected  to  injustice. 

There  are  many  things  that  can  be  done  on  a practical  level  today  to 
ameliorate  the  distress  and  suffering  of  Native  Americans  due  to  these 
injustices : 

1)  Compensate  victims  and  their  heirs  for  losses  suffered. 

2)  Stop  the  interference  of  parasite  agencies  like  the  B.I.A.  in  Native 
American  affairs  (dissolve  this  monument  to  institutionalized  oppression  and 
theft ! ) 

3)  Honor  the  terms  of  the  hundreds  of  treaties  still  in  force;  return 
stolen  treaty  lands  to  Native  Americans  and  compensate  those  who  are  living 
on  stolen  lands  and  relocate  them. 

These  are  but  a few  of  the  things  that  our  government,  with  your  help, 
could  do  to  promote  the  healing  between  it  and  the  First  Peoples  and 
relieve  an  untold  amount  of  suffering  that  continues  today. 

I look  forward  to  your  response! 

Joseph  A.  Keto  Jr.,  RN,  B.S.N. 

P.0.  Box  202 

McCall,  Idaho  83638-0202 
(208)  634  5660 

— "RE:  Dine  Spiritual  Belief"  

Date:  Fri,  31  Jan  1997  08:36:30  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Fred  Sinkevich  <fasst6+@pitt . edu> 

Sub j : Dine  Spiritual  Belief 

UUCP  email 

This  is  a forward  from  Joseph  Chasing  Horses. 

Religion  as  lived  by  the  traditional  Dine  is  their  well  being,  life, 
rain,  the  weather,  the  change  of  seasons,  the  land,  the  hogan,  their 
livestock  and  cornfields.  They  are  all  interrelated  and  cannot  be 
separated.  The  land  and  home  (the  hogan),  the  reproductive  powers  of 
nature  and  the  origins  of  the  Dine  Way  are  closely  tied  together  in  legend 
and  ceremony. 


Their  "church"  is  the  world  bounded  by  four  sacred  mountains,  and  their 
traditional  home,  the  hogan,  is  a model  of  that  world  from  the  details  of 
its  construction  to  the  placement  of  the  first  and  the  orientation  of  the 
doorway. 

The  hogan  is  the  center  of  Dine  ceremonial  life  and  is  a very  sacred 
place.  The  prayer  or  earth  bundle  is  kept  in  the  hogan  and  is  one  of  the 
most  sacred  objects  in  Dine  religion.  It  contains  sand  from  the  six  sacred 
mountains,  a sheep  doll  fetish  made  of  white  stone,  a horse  call  fetish 
made  of  black  (jet)  stone,  buckskin,  corn  pollen,  white  shell,  abalone, 
turquoise,  jet  stone,  crystal  and  Ha  dah  hon  ni  yeh  (a  sacred  stone  which 
serves  as  the  centerpiece  or  spine  of  the  bundle) . 

The  prayer  bundle  symbolizes  the  balance  in  life  and  must  always  be  kept 
safe  and  secure.  It  is  kept  in  a Navajo  blanket  which  in  turn  is  kept  in 
the  Hogan.  The  relationships  of  these  sacred  objects  is  essential  to 
maintaining  the  balance  and  harmony  in  the  beauty  way  of  the  Dine  world. 

One  of  the  most  central  and  fundamental  Dine  ceremonies  is  Blessingway. 
With  the  Blessingway,  as  with  all  Dine  ceremonies,  "marking"  or  offerings 
of  white  corn  meal  and  corn  pollen  are  made  before  the  ceremony  begins. 

The  purpose  of  the  ceremony  is  to  establish  a state  of  balance  or  harmony. 
Blessingway  songs  are  sung  at  the  end  of  every  ceremony.  Blessingway  is 
also  the  core  of  the  initiation  of  young  girls  into  womanhood,  and  new 
homes  are  blessed  with  songs  from  the  ceremony.  Its  legends  tell  of  the 
events  after  the  Emergence,  the  construction  of  the  hogan,  and  the  sacred 
geography  of  the  Dine;  hence.  Blessingway  is  perhaps  the  most  important 
religious  facet  of  traditional  Dine  identity.  These  ceremonies  can  only  be 
performed  in  the  families'  hogans  and  at  other  sacred  places  known  to  the 
Dine  families. 

Learning  how  to  live  means  praying  to  and  giving  thanks  for  what  gives 
life:  Mother  Earth,  the  Sun,  Fire  and  Air.  Each  has  gods  or  Holy  People 
dwelling  within.  There  are  prayers  and  offerings  at  special  places ...  like 
springs,  shrines,  flat  areas,  young  trees,  and  at  home,  that  must  be 
learned  and  passed  on. 

The  first  tie  to  the  land  occurs  when  a child  is  conceived  in  the 
Mother's  womb.  Prayers  and  ceremonies  are  performed  for  the  unborn  child 
which  introduce  the  child  to  the  Holy  Ones  and  vice  versa.  When  the  child 
is  born  the  afterbirth  is  offered  to  a young  tree  so  as  the  young  tree 
grows  the  child  grows.  The  tree  stands  in  a lifelong  relationship  to  the 
person  and  prayers  and  offerings  are  made  there  throughout  one's  lifetime. 

A place  is  sacred  because  it  is  possible  to  communicate  there  with  the 
Holy  People  through  prayer  and  offering.  The  Holy  People  cannot  be  seen, 
but  their  presence  is  known  through  air  movements  and  vibrations,  a certain 
kind  of  light,  pictographs,  noises,  and  through  legends. 

There  are  several  consistent  qualitative  associations,  such  as  kinds  of 
places,  atmospheric  conditions,  or  times,  that  provide  needed  access  to  the 
Holy  People.  Mountains,  watercourses,  springs,  hills,  flat  areas,  at  young 
trees  and  at  home  are  common  places  for  prayer  and  offering.  There  are 
also  traditional  natural  springs,  rock  formations,  and  other  phenomena  of 
nature  that  are  shrines. 

Families'  traditional  use  areas  are  bounded  by  sacred  places  where  Holy 
People  dwell.  Parents  and  Grandparents  teach  their  children  and 
grandchildren  the  prayers  and  offerings  that  must  be  made  at  these  places 
to  insure  well-being  and  protection.  The  land  outside  of  this  protective 
line  is  potentially  dangerous.  Also  families  have  responsibility  as 
caretakers  of  the  land;  the  prayers  and  offerings  must  be  continued  to 
maintain  the  essential  order  of  balance  and  harmony. 

Big  Mountain  is  an  example  of  a site  with  regional  significance.  The 
mountain  is  a very  important  Holy  Person,  mentioned  frequently  in  the 
literature  of  Navajo  religion.  He  is  considered  the  one  that  created 
man.  There  is  a Shrine  on  Big  Mountain  that  was  built  by  Holy  People  when 
the  universe  was  being  formed.  It  was  built  by  the  Holy  People  for  the 
Dine  and  they  were  instructed  to  preserve  and  protect  it. 

Star  Mountain  is  another  religious  sacred  site.  Despite  being  aware  of 
the  religious  significance  of  Star  Mountain,  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  the  U.S. 
Government  ignored  the  Dine  concerns  and  fenced  Star  Mountain. 

A medicine  man  in  the  Teestoh  community  was  arrested  and  jailed  when  he 


attempted  to  stop  the  U.S.  Government  and  the  Hopi  Tribe  from  desecrating 
Star  mountain  by  placing  a barbed  wire  fence  around  it. 

Cornfields  are  also  sacred.  The  sand  is  taken  into  the  hogan  and 
returned  to  the  field  after  the  ceremony  is  completed.  Sand  is  also  used 
in  sand  paintings  and  as  a purification  wash.  Different  kinds  of  corn  and 
parts  of  the  corn  (the  husk,  corn  cob,  corn  pollen)  are  used  in  ceremonies 
and  as  offerings.  In  the  field,  the  different  colored  corn  are  laid  out  in 
a sacred  way  in  planting  and  used  in  almost  every  ceremony. 

Many  of  the  Dine  ceremonies,  including  the  Yei  bi  che.  Enemy  Way  and 
Fire  Dance  ceremonies,  last  several  days  and  require  them  to  build  special 
structures  away  from  their  homes.  These  ceremonies  require  the  use  of  open 
areas  and  land.  The  Yei  bi  che,  Ni  dah  and  Fire  Dance  lasts  for  nearly  two 
weeks . 

In  the  Yei  Bi  Che  ceremony  a ceremonial  hogan  is  needed,  a ramada  or 
cooking  shack,  a Yei  house  (four  wooden  posts  covered  with  green  cedar  tree 
branches),  an  herb  rack  and  a sweat  lodge.  The  Dine  may  travel  up  to  20 
miles  to  collect  needed  ceremonial  herbs.  The  ceremony  lasts  for  13  days 
(9  days  followed  by  4 days  of  reflection  after  the  ceremony) . Sacred 
objects  are  then  left  in  the  Yei  house  which  is  left  standing  until  it 
decays  by  natural  forces. 

Flerbs  are  gathered  in  special  ways  and  the  Medicine  person  knows  where 
they  are  located.  The  plant  is  called  by  its  Dine  name  and  an  offering  is 
made  to  the  Holy  Ones.  The  Holy  Ones  are  told  why  the  plant  is  being  taken 
and  who  the  plant  is  for. 

Natural  springs  are  considered  sacred  to  the  Dine.  Horse  Springs,  near 
Star  Mountain  and  several  other  natural  springs  have  been  sealed  off  and 
the  sacred  water  diverted  to  other  areas  for  Hopi  cattle. 

An  example  of  some  of  these  springs  include:  Red  Willow  Springs,  Big 
Mountain  Springs  (East,  West,  North,  South),  Gravel  Pit  (Coal  mine  area). 
Mosquito  Springs,  Dove  Springs,  Dove  Springs,  Owl  Springs,  Sunshine 
Springs,  Tiic  Ya  Toh,  To  Ha  Tich,  Black  Horse  Springs,  Clay  Springs,  Onion 
Spring,  Horse  Springs,  Yes  Ya  Toh,  Lizard  Spring,  Tsi  Dzeh  (Jeddito  area). 

Dine  Livestock  is  one  of  the  most  important  things  in  their  lives.  The 
animals  were  given  to  them  by  the  Creator  for  ceremonies,  food,  to  be  used 
to  teach  the  children  the  stories  and  lessons  that  they  must  know  to  carry 
on  the  Dine  way  of  life  and  the  wool  used  to  wear  rugs  is  necessary.  The 
weaving  of  rugs  is  vital.  When  a woman  learns  to  weave  she  is  taught  the 
stories  about  the  animals  and  about  the  loom  and  other  instruments  used  to 
turn  raw  wool  into  a beautiful  rug.  It  helps  her  strengthen  her  mind, 
develop  exact  thoughts,  and  to  weave  a story,  using  symbols,  into  the  rug. 

All  of  the  animals  have  sacred  songs  and  prayers  and  each  has  a name 
used  in  ceremonies. 

It  is  vital  that  the  Dine  people  continue  to  live  on  their  ancestral 
lands.  The  sacred  places  define  a sacred  zone  to  which  they  have 
responsibilities  and  which  is  a safe  area  for  the  family. 

If  the  Dine  are  displaced  their  belief  that  improper  contact  with 
inherently  dangerous  power... may  lead  to  illness,  the  price  man  pays  for 
disturbance  of  the  normal  order,  harmony  or  balance  among  elements  in  the 
universe.  Moving  to  a "foreign"  land  could  bring  persons  into  contact  with 
dangerous  powers  that  could  cause  illness. 

The  Dine  Traditionals  will  not  know  where  to  find  places  they  may 
communicate  with  the  Holy  People. 

Those  opposing  signing  the  agreement  know  that  their  future  generations 
will  face  these  issues  in  75  years,  upon  termination  of  the  lease 
agreement . 


- "RE:  Ward  Valley  Indigenous  Nuke"  

Date:  Tue,  28  Ian  97  08:00:00  PST 

From:  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  <ien@igc . ape . org> 
Sub j : Ward  Valley  Indigenous  Nuke 

UUCP  email 


January  24,  1997  Released  by:  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  (IEN) 


FORT  MOHAVE  AND  COLORADO  RIVER  NATIVE  NATIONS  ALLIANCE  CONTINUE  TO 
FIGHT  THE  PROPOSED  RADIOACTIVE  WASTE  DUMP  AT  WARD  VALLEY 

The  Department  of  Energy  (DOE)  will  be  holding  a meeting  of  their  "Host 
State  Technical  Coordinating  Committee"  on  Tuesday,  January  28,  1997  in 
Laughlin,  Nevada  where  they  will  discuss  the  proposed  Ward  Valley  "low- 
level"  radioactive  waste  dump.  The  DOE  invited  state  and  nuclear  industry 
officials  to  make  presentations  at  their  meeting,  BUT  FAILED  TO  OFFER  ANY 
SIMILAR  INVITATION  TO  THE  IMPACTED  TRIBES  THAT  RESIDE  ALONG  THE  COLORADO 
RIVER. 

The  proposed  radioactive  waste  dump  is  being  sited  in  an  area  that  is 
sacred  to  the  Fort  Mojave  and  other  tribes  in  the  area.  The  proposed  Ward 
Valley  site  is  not  within  the  reservation  boundaries  of  the  tribes, 
however,  is  within  Native  traditional  lands  that  have  sacred  and 
culturally  significant  value  to  the  Native  Peoples. 

The  site  is  home  of  the  desert  tortoise,  an  endangered  species.  Plans 
are  to  bury  long-lasting  and  highly  dangerous  radioactive  wastes  from 
nuclear  plants  in  shallow,  unlined  trenches.  Ward  Valley  is  located 
directly  adjacent  to  the  new  Mojave  National  Preserve  and  is  surrounded  by 
eight  designated  Wilderness  Areas.  The  proposed  nuclear  dump  site  is  right 
above  a major  aquifer  and  18  miles  from  the  Colorado  River.  The  push  for 
the  Ward  valley  dump  comes  from  the  powerful  nuclear  energy  and  nuclear 
research  industry  lobby  group  looking  for  a cheap  grave  fro  their 
radioactive  waste  and  a way  to  transfer  liability  for  nuclear  waste  to  the 
taxpayer.  The  Ward  Valley  dump  contractor,  US  Ecology,  has  left  a trail 
of  leaking  dumps  and  litigation  across  the  United  States. 

The  DOE  has  announced  that  they  will  arrive  at  Ward  Valley  at  10:00  a.m. 
on  Wednesday,  January  29,1997  to  have  a tour  of  the  proposed  radioactive 
waste  dump.  The  site  is  located  22  miles  west  of  Needles,  California, 
near  the  Water  Road  exit  off  Interstate  40. 

Steve  Lopez,  Fort  Mojave  Ward  Valley  Director  has  announced  that  Native 
tribal  leaders,  community  members,  traditional  elders  and  environmental 
justice  activists  will  gather  at  the  entrance  to  Ward  Valley  at  9 a.m. 
Wednesday  morning,  January  29,  1997  to  greet  the  U.S.,  state  and  nuclear 
industry  officials.  A traditional  Native  ceremony  will  be  taking  place  at 
the  site  awaiting  for  the  tour  visitation  of  the  U.S.,  state  and  nuclear 
industry  delegates.  The  Native  representatives  and  environmental 
supporters  will  express  their  opposition  to  the  proposed  dump,  and  CALL 
UPON  PRESIDENT  CLINTON  TO  INTERVENE  TO  STOP  THE  DUMP  AND  RESPECT  THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL,  CULTURAL,  AND  SPIRITUAL  CONCERNS  OF  THE  NATIVE  ELDERS  AND 
TRIBES  THAT  LIVE  ALONG  THE  COLORADO  RIVER. 

The  Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Quechan,  Cocopah  and  Colorado  River  Indian 
Tribes  have  formed  the  "Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance"  to  stop 
the  dump  and  protect  the  Colorado  River  and  Ward  Valley,  places  of  sacred 
significance  to  the  tribes.  The  tribes  consider  Ward  valley  sacred 
homeland  and  have  vowed  to  defend  their  traditions,  land,  water,  air,  and 
culture.  The  tribal  councils  of  the  five  tribes,  their  traditional  elders 
and  tribal  grassroots  members  are  standing  united  in  their  fight  against 
this  proposed  waste  dump. 

The  Fort  Mojave  have  put  out  a call  for  support  at  this  meeting  so  that 
there  would  be  a continued  strong  message  that  the  siting  of  this 
radioactive  dump  at  Ward  Valley  makes  no  sense.  The  Indigenous 
Environmental  Network,  Ward  Valley  Coalition,  Greenpeace  and  many  other 
Native  and  non-Native  support  groups  continue  to  stand  in  defense  of  the 
Indigenous  rights  of  the  Fort  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Quechan,  Cocopah  and 
Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  to  protect  their  families  from  the 
contamination  of  leaking  radio  nuclides  from  the  dump. 

FIGHT  ENVIRONMENTAL  INJUSTICE! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Come  and  support  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  and 
the  Ward  Valley  Coalition  in  their  stance  on  January  29,  1997. 

WE  MUST  ACT  NOW!  Call,  write,  email  and  fax  President  Clinton. 

Tell  him  to  protect  Colorado  River  from  radioactive  contamination, 
honor  his  commitment  to  the  Indian  tribes  and  protect  tribal 
land,  water,  cultural  and  sacred  sites  and  to  preserve  Wilderness 


and  protect  critical  habitat  for  endangered  species. 

President  Bill  Clinton,  The  White  House,  Washington,  D.C.  20500, 

Phone  (202)  456-1414,  Fax  (202)  456-2461,  e-mail: 
president@whitehouse.gov 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For  more  information: 

Steve  Lopez,  Ft.  Mojave  Tribe,  (619)  326-4591  or  Save  Ward  Valley 
Office  (619)  326-6267 

To  provide  letters  of  support:  Fort  Mojave  Indian  Tribe,  500 
Merriman  Avenue,  Needles,  CA  92363  Chemehuevi  Indian  Tribe,  PO  Box 
1976,  Havasu  Lake,  CA  52363  Cocopah  Indian  Tribe,  County  15  and 
Ave  G,  Somerton,  AZ  85350  Quechan  Indian  Tribe,  Fort  Yuma  Indian 
Reservation,  PO  Box  11352,  Yuma,  AZ  85366  Colorado  River 

Indian  Tribes,  Route  1,  Box  23B,  Parker,  AZ  85344 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Other  dates  to  be  aware  of: 

January  31,  1997,  at  9:00  am,  the  Tribes  will  take  their  concerns 
to  the  Southwestern  Low-Level  Radioactive  Waste  Commission  meeting 
in  Needles 

Nuclear  Free  Newe  Sogobia  Gathering,  and  Indigenous  Anti-Nuclear 
Gathering  on  the  west  side  of  Yucca  Mountain,  March  21-23,  1997. 

Sponsored  by  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  with  Citizen 
Alert  Native  American  Program  as  host.  For  more  info  contact:  Ian 
Zabarte,  Nuke  Free  Newe  Sogobia  Gathering  Organizer  (702)  796-5562 
or  Virginia  Sanchez,  CANAP  Director  (702)  827-5511  or  (702) 

863-0258. 

Healing  Global  Wounds,  March  27-31,  Nevada.  For  more  information, 
contact  Healing  Global  Wounds  (408)  338-0147.  They  are  preparing 
for  a 13-day  series  of  diverse  events  at  the  Nevada  Test  Site, 

March  23  - April  4,  1997. 

Ward  Valley  Spring  Gathering,  April  25-27,  1997  at  the  Ward  Valley 
site,  California 
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INDIGENOUS  ENVIRONMENTAL  NETWORK 

P.O.  Box  485  Bemidji,  MN  56619  -0485  USA  Ph:  (218)  751-4967  Fax: 

(218)  751-0561  e-mail:  ien@igc.apc.org  web  page: 
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"RE : California  Holocaust"  

Date:  Tue,  04  Feb  1997  15:57:03  GMT 
From:  for7gen@idiom.com  (Walter  Epp) 

Sub j : California  holocaust,  public  comments  needed 

Newsgroup : alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Redwood  land  has  sustained  multiple  holocausts:  98%  of  its  Native  people, 

99%  of  its  Salmon,  96%  of  its  old-growth  forest. 

Comments  from  the  public  are  due  by  February  18  on  the  proposed  Headwaters 
deal  giving  Charles  Hurwitz/Maxxam/Pacific  Lumber  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  public  land  and  a license  to  degrade  more  endangered  species 
habitat  in  the  form  of  a "Habitat  Conservation  Plan"  in  exchange  for  a small 
fraction  of  Headwaters  Forest.  Your  tax  dollars  are  going  to  reward  an 
environmental  destroyer  if  you  don't  speak  out. 
write  to: 

Bruce  Halstead 
US  Fish  & Wildlife  Service 
1125  16th  Street,  room  209 
Areata  CA  95521-5582 

Here  is  some  food  for  thought  and  points  to  make: 

Anyone  who  claims  exclusive  property  rights  to  that  land  betrays  a rank 
ignorance  of  history.  The  land  of  that  area  was  originally  acquired 
through  kidnapping  and  selling  Indian  children  into  slavery,  through 
forced  removal  of  families  from  their  homes  at  gunpoint,  and  through  a 


grisly  campaign  of  outright  extermination.  The  Sacramento  Union  described 
the  methods  of  slave  raiders  in  Humboldt  County:  "The  baby  hunters  sneak 
up  to  a rancheria,  kill  the  bucks  [ie  Indian  fathers],  pick  out  the  best 
looking  squaws,  ravish  them,  and  make  off  with  their  young  ones". 

Children  were  enslaved  as  young  as  the  age  of  3 (three),  deported  to  as 
far  away  as  southern  California,  and  girls  were  often  used  for  both  the 
"purposes  of  labor  and  of  lust",  as  one  newspaper  of  the  time  put  it. 
During  the  single  night  of  February  26,  1860,  250  Indians  were  murdered  in 
Humboldt  County,  a majority  of  them  women  and  children.  No  one  was  ever 
brought  to  trial.  The  Humboldt  Times  enthusiastically  supported  such  work 
by  private  militia,  publicly  hoping  they  "will  succeed  in  totally  breaking 
up  or  exterminating  the  skulking  bands  of  savages".  Federal  and 
California  state  governments  reimbursed  the  expenses  of  such  militia, 
making  them  accomplices  in  the  crimes,  and  some  local  governments  paid 
bounties  to  people  who  brought  in  scalps  to  prove  they  had  killed  Indians. 
During  the  first  10  years  of  significant  white  "settlement",  85%  of  all 
Wiyot  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth  perished.  By  1910,  their  population 
was  down  98%. 

If  we  recognize  the  legitimacy  of  land  title  acquired  by  these  methods, 
we  make  a brazen  statement  of  our  ethical  character.  For  a bunch  of 
millionaires  to  sit  in  a back  room  and  cut  deals  trading  one  piece  of 
stolen  property  for  another  piece  of  stolen  property  is  a sordid  spectacle 
indeed.  If  negotiations  are  to  have  any  legitimacy,  the  principal  party 
will  be  the  native  people  and  a principal  item  on  the  agenda  will  be 
restitution . 

As  a legal  matter,  I don't  understand  how  corporations,  or  the  Fish  & 
Wildlife  Service,  have  any  jurisdiction  over  that  land  when  it  rightfully 
belongs  to  other  nations:  Wiyot,  Nongatl,  Whilkut,  Sinkyone,  and  maybe 
others  I don't  even  know  the  name  of. 

As  a practical  matter,  if  you  want  to  know  what  you  should  do  to 
maintain  the  health  of  the  land  and  its  life,  the  logical  thing  to  do  is 
go  to  the  people  who've  been  there  and  done  that.  Native  people  have  a 
proven  track  record  going  back  thousands  of  years.  Modern  society  has,  so 
far,  a proven  track  record  of  wreaking  havoc  and  mayhem  in  that  part  of 
the  world  - in  fact  a holocaust  on  both  the  people  and  other  species. 

So  while  I appreciate  your  soliciting  our  opinions,  if  you  are  really 
interested  in  doing  your  job,  you  will  go  to  the  people  indigenous  to  that 
land,  learn  from  their  experience  and  success  in  achieving  genuine 
sustainability,  and  put  yourself  under  their  direction. 

Only  1%  of  historic  California  Coho  Salmon  now  survive.  Translated  to 
human  beings,  this  99%  loss  would  correspond  to  the  death  of  over  5.5 
billion  people,  almost  a thousand  times  the  number  of  lews  said  to  have 
been  killed  in  the  Nazi  concentration  camps.  Translated  to  the  U.S.,  a 
99%  drop  would  leave  us  with  a population  between  that  of  Bhutan  and  Togo, 
after  a death  toll  10,000  times  the  annual  toll  from  one-on-one  murder  and 
manslaughter  combined. 

Murder  is  a far  more  serious  crime  than  punching  someone,  since  chances 
of  recovering  from  a blow  are  good,  while  murder  is  irrevocable.  Likewise 

genocide  of  a nation  is  a far  more  serious  crime  than  murder,  since  a life 

can  be  replaced  in  a single  generation,  while  extermination  is  irrevocable 
Likewise,  extinction  of  an  entire  species  is  a far  more  serious  crime  than 
extermination  of  a nation  or  other  subgroup  of  a species,  since  a nation 

can  be  replaced  in  centuries  while  extinction  of  a species  is  irrevocable. 

In  other  words,  the  subject  at  hand  is  not  one  of  minor  political 
tradeoffs,  the  subject  is  crimes  against  Creation  of  the  highest  degree. 

Salmon  may  be  pivotal  to  the  health  of  the  ecosystem  in  the  long  run, 
closing  a great  loop  by  bringing  nutrients  from  the  sea,  without  which  the 

land's  vitality  might  steadily  decline  as  the  rains  wash  nutrients 

downstream.  The  wealth  of  Redwood  land  may  be  due  to  the  work  of  Salmon. 

In  other  words,  loggers  may  ultimately  owe  their  jobs  to  Salmon.  The 

Salmon  fishery  once  provided  10,000  jobs.  Pacific  Lumber  employs  1600 
people.  By  any  rational  objective  measure,  Salmon  has  more  rights  to  the 
land  than  corporations,  since  Salmon  has  invested  millions  of  years  of  its 
life  blood  to  build  the  land  into  what  it  is,  while  most  corporations  are 
just  pilfering  it. 


Salmon  are  supreme  gift-givers.  Isn't  it  about  time  for  larger  numbers 
of  people  to  awake  from  the  stuporous  rut  of  selfish  taking-taking-taking, 
grow  up  to  have  enough  maturity  to  begin  repaying  the  enormous  debt  to 
Nature  that  we  have  incurred,  and  maybe  even  rise  to  a level  of  nobility  a 
fraction  that  of  Salmon  by  giving  above  the  call  of  duty  toward  the 
sustainability  of  _all_  life,  including  that  beyond  our  immediate  family? 

An  appropriate  start  would  be  a repayment  on  the  debt  we  owe  to  Salmon: 
defense  and  restoration  of  their  forest  habitat  in  Headwaters  and 
elsewhere. 

A Redwood  forest  lasts  infinitely  longer  than  an  individual  lifetime; 
thus  no  individual  has  the  ultimate  right  to  decide  its  fate,  and  in  fact, 
no  generation  has  that  right.  The  number  of  people  who  have  lived  on  that 
land  in  previous  generations  exceeds  the  number  living  there  now,  and,  if 
we  do  not  wreck  it,  the  number  of  people  in  future  generations  will  be 
much  greater  still.  So  if  we  are  to  have  democracy  for  all,  then  the 
interest  of  future  generations  outweighs  the  interest  of  all  people  living 
today  put  together. 

During  the  hearing,  speakers  were  cut  off  at  2 minutes,  and  most  people 
were  not  allowed  to  speak  at  all.  Such  a format  effectively  precludes  the 
airing  of  any  significant  or  substantive  opinion,  is  not  compatible  with 
anything  that  could  be  called  democratic,  and  will  not  be  used  by  anyone 
genuinely  interested  in  getting  meaningful  public  participation. 

At  a minimum,  the  public  should  have  on-going  participatory  decision- 
making powers  in  the  formulation,  monitoring,  periodic  review,  enforcement, 
and  amendments  to  any  plans  and  management  of  ancient  ecosystem  lands. 

The  $1.6  billion  that  Maxxam  owner  Charles  Hurwitz's  S&L  schemes  cost 
the  taxpayer  is  triple  the  loss  from  all  659,000  robberies  occurring 
annually  across  the  nation.  If  the  law  is  "three  strikes  and  you're  out", 
where  is  the  conviction  of  those  guilty  of  perpetrating  the  equivalent  of 
over  a million  strikes? 

If  you  defaulted  on  a $160,000  mortgage  and  had  the  hutzpah  to  demand  a 
house  of  similar  value  in  exchange,  wouldn't  the  bank  boot  you  out  of  the 
office?  Why  are  the  rules  suddenly  being  changed  upside  down  when  the 
amount  is  $1.6  billion,  10,000  times  bigger?  To  coddle  Hurwitz  with  offers 
of  land  in  exchange  for  Headwaters  is  to  renounce  any  claim  to  working  in 
the  public  interest. 

To  participate  in  allowing  logging  on  "any"  land  claimed  by  Maxxam  and 
its  subsidiaries  prior  to  resolution  of  all  lawsuits  is  to  be  an 
accomplice  in  the  destruction  of  assets  subject  to  legal  dispute  and  thus 
to  be  guilty  of  obstruction  of  justice. 

If  a "Habitat  Conservation  Plan"  allows  any  destruction  of  endangered 
species  habitat  then  it  is  a fraud.  When  a species  has  been  pushed  to  the 
brink  of  extinction  by  a factor  of  99%,  the  top  priority  in  any 
responsible  action  will  be  recovery  of  the  species,  dramatic  reductions  in 
threats  to  their  survival,  and  dramatic  increases  in  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  habitat.  If  the  purpose  of  a plan  is  conservation  of 
endangered  species  and  their  habitat,  then  the  overriding  criteria  will  be 
the  health  of  the  endangered  species,  and  all  else  will  be  contingent  on 
that.  In  particular,  "allowable  activities"  will  depend  on  the  health 
situation  and  outlook,  and  any  actual  or  foreseeable  decline  in  health 
will  require  a corresponding  prompt  mitigation  response,  including  the 
provision  of  increased  quantity  and  quality  of  habitat.  If  the  purpose  of 
a plan  is  to  provide  a landowner  with  "certainty  about  the  kinds  of 
activities  that  can  be  legally  conducted  now  and  in  the  future",  then  it 
is  not  about  conservation  at  all.  Playing  shell  games,  exchanging  real 
ancient  habitat  for  some  hypothetical  or  potential  habitat,  is  an  exercise 
in  negligence,  and  engineering  gimmicks  such  as  "allowable  incidental 
take",  that  amount  to  a thinly  disguised  license  to  kill  endangered 
species,  is  an  exercise  in  criminality. 

contacts  for  more  information  and  to  get  involved: 

Bay  Area  Coalition  for  Headwaters 

510-835-6303  24-hour  hotline  recording;  510-548-2220  office; 
http: //www. igc . ape . org/headwaters 


Environmental  Protection  Information  Center 

PO  Box  397,  Garberville  CA  95542;  707-923-2931,  email  epic@igc.apc.org 
http://www.humnat.org/epic/ 

Earth  First,  106  W.  Standley,  Ukiah  CA  95482 
707-468-1660,  707-459-4110,  707-923-3366 

Earth  First  Direct  Action  for  Headwaters  510-848-8724,  510-835-6303 

Walter  Epp  for7gen@idiom.com 

4432  Telegraph  #51,  Oakland  CA  94609  USA 

"RE : Royal  Commission  3-2"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Ian  1997  04:59:00  +0000 
From:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

Sub  j : Royal  Commission  3-2 

Mailing  List:  UpTowne  Online  Services  <uptowne@yak. nstn . ns . ca> 

[Editorial  note:  This  is  a continuing  series  of  a 
public  release  of  a Royal  Commission  Report.  Paul 
Antone<paul_antone@pch . gc . ca>  posted  it  to  the 
UpTowne  listserver  maintained  by  Don  Rayment.] 

Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 
Restructuring  the  Relationship 

Nation  Government 

Aboriginal  people  with  a strong  sense  of  shared  identity  and  an 
exclusive  territorial  base  will  probably  opt  for  the  'nation'  model  of 
self-government.  Inside  their  boundaries,  nation  governments  would 
exercise  a wide  range  of  powers  and  authority.  They  might  choose  to 
incorporate  elements  of  traditional  governance.  They  could  choose  a 
loose  federation  among  regions  or  communities,  or  a more  centralized 
form  of  government.  They  will  need  to  find  ways  of  representing  the 
interests  of  non-Aboriginal  residents  in  decision  making. 

Public  Government 

In  some  regions.  Aboriginal  people  are  the  majority  in  territory  they 
share  with  non-Aboriginal  people  for  example,  in  the  more  northerly 
parts  of  the  country.  Existing  agreements  (such  as  the  Nunavut 
Agreement)  signal  that  Aboriginal  nations  in  that  situation  will 
probably  opt  for  the  'public'  model  of  self-government.  In  this  model, 
all  residents  participate  equally  in  the  functions  of  government, 
regardless  of  their  heritage.  Structures  and  processes  of  government 
would  likely  be  similar  to  those  of  other  Canadian  governments  but 
with  adaptations  to  reflect  Aboriginal  traditions  and  protect  Aboriginal 
cultures . 

Community  of  Interest  Government 

In  urban  centres.  Aboriginal  people  from  many  nations  form  a minority 
of  the  population.  They  are  not  'nations'  in  the  way  we  define  it,  but 
they  want  a measure  of  self-government  nevertheless  especially  in 
relation  to  education,  health  care,  economic  development,  and 
protection  of  their  cultures.  Urban  Aboriginal  governments  could 
operate  effectively  within  municipal  boundaries,  with  voluntary 
membership  and  powers  delegated  from  Aboriginal  nation 
governments  and/or  provincial  governments. 

In  our  judgement,  the  right  of  Aboriginal  governments  to  exercise 
authority  over  all  matters  relating  to  the  good  government  and  welfare 
of  Aboriginal  peoples  and  their  territories  is  an  existing  Aboriginal 
right  and  is  therefore  recognized  and  affirmed  by  the  constitution. 

This  governing  authority  has  two  parts:  a 'core'  and  a 'periphery'.  The 
core  of  Aboriginal  jurisdiction  consists  of  matters  that  are  of  vital 
concern  to  the  life  and  welfare  of  a particular  Aboriginal  people,  its 


culture  and  identity  but  do  not  have  a major  impact  on  neighbouring 
communities  and  are  not  otherwise  the  object  of  transcendent  federal 
or  provincial  interest. 

Legally,  nothing  prevents  Aboriginal  governments  from  taking  charge 
of  core  issues  in  their  communities  and  nations  tomorrow.  Practically, 
of  course,  they  are  tied  into  existing  program  arrangements  with  other 
governments.  Before  they  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  take  charge, 
agreements  about  new  funding  formulas  and  many  other  issues  are 
needed . 

Matters  on  the  periphery  of  Aboriginal  jurisdiction  matters  that  affect 
the  lands,  resources  and  other  interests  of  neighbouring  people  must 
be  subject  to  agreements  with  other  governments.  We  have  in  mind 
such  occasionally  controversial  issues  as  pollution  control,  road  and 
rail  access,  wildlife  protection,  certain  aspects  of  the  justice  system 
and  so  on  issues  that  will  require  shared  or  co-operative  management 
arrangements . 

Financing  for  Self-Government 

The  financing  of  Aboriginal  governments  will  require  new  approaches 
approaches  that  acknowledge  that  much  of  the  wealth  of  this  country 
comes  from  lands  and  resources  to  which,  in  many  cases.  Aboriginal 
people  have  a legitimate  claim. 

If  self-government  is  accompanied  by  fair  redistribution  of  lands  and 
resources  as  we  argue  it  must  be  Aboriginal  governments  can  become 
largely  self-financing  in  the  long  term  through  greater  access  to  what 
are  called  'own-source  revenues'.  Own-source  revenues  flow  to 
governments  through  familiar  channels  taxation,  investment, 
borrowing,  business  fees  and  royalties,  public  corporation  revenues, 
proceeds  from  lotteries  and  gaming,  and  so  on.  These  sources  of 
revenue  can  and  should  be  made  available  to  Aboriginal  governments. 

It  is  especially  important  for  Aboriginal  governments  to  develop  their 
own  taxation  systems.  Most  Aboriginal  people  pay  taxes  now,  but  to 
provincial  and  federal  governments.  We  are  recommending  that  those 
who  live  on  Aboriginal  nation  territories  pay  taxes  primarily  to  their 
own  governments.  Those  who  live  off  Aboriginal  territory  would 
continue  to  pay  taxes  to  federal  and  provincial  governments. 

It  will  take  time  for  Aboriginal  nations  to  develop  own-source 
revenues.  Even  then,  transfer  payments  from  other  governments  will  be 
needed  but  to  a lesser  extent.  We  expect  that  treaties  and  other 
agreements  among  governments  will  free  transfer  payments  from 
some  of  the  restrictions  on  their  use  that  now  frustrate  Aboriginal 
people. 

Aboriginal  nations,  like  the  provinces,  will  have  unequal  access  to 
resources  and  economic  opportunities,  so  their  level  of  prosperity  will 
vary.  We  expect  that  nations  that  are  well-off  will  help  those  that  are 
not.  Transfer  payments  from  other  governments  will  help  to  equalize 
the  levels  of  service  they  can  provide. 

We  also  expect  that,  as  they  develop.  Aboriginal  nations  will  use  their 
resources  to  take  fiscal  responsibility  for  their  own  governments  and 
services.  Transfer  payments  can  be  structured  to  encourage  this,  as 
now  happens  between  the  federal  and  provincial  governments. 

Redistributing  Lands  and  Resources 

All  over  the  world  and  throughout  history,  collective  control  of  lands 
and  resources  has  been  the  key  to  prosperity  and  the  basis  of  the 
powerful  idea  of  'home'  that  gives  a people  their  common  identity. 

Most  Aboriginal  people  retain  an  intensely  spiritual  connection  to  the 
land  of  their  ancestors  one  that  involves  both  continuity  and 
stewardship.  It  is  hardly  surprising,  then,  that  the  most  intense  conflicts 
between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  people  centre  on  the  use  and 
control  of  land. 

Across  Canada,  Aboriginal  people  are  pressing  for  an  expanded  share  a 
fair  share  of  lands  and  resources  that  were  once  theirs  alone.  They 
were  promised  as  much  by  the  Crown  of  England  and  its  successor,  the 
government  of  Canada.  Some  Aboriginal  nations  signed  treaties  only 


because  of  that  promise. 

In  fact,  though,  except  in  northern  Quebec  and  the  territories,  the 
amount  of  land  allocated  for  use  by  Aboriginal  people  is  extremely 
small.  Aboriginal  lands  south  of  the  60th  parallel  (mainly  Indian 
reserves)  make  up  less  than  one-half  of  one  per  cent  of  the  Canadian 
land  mass.  By  contrast,  in  the  United  States  (excluding  Alaska),  where 
Aboriginal  people  make  up  a far  smaller  portion  of  the  population,  they 
hold  three  per  cent  of  the  land  (see  map). 

Land  reserved  for  Aboriginal  people  was  steadily  whittled  away  after 
its  original  allocation.  Almost  two-thirds  of  it  has  'disappeared'  by 
various  means  since  Confederation.  In  some  cases,  the  government 
failed  to  deliver  as  much  land  as  specified  in  a treaty.  In  other  cases, 
expropriated  or  sold  reserved  land,  rarely  with  First  Nations  as  willing 
vendors.  Once  in  a while,  outright  fraud  took  place.  Even  when  First 
Nations  were  able  to  keep  hold  of  reserved  land,  the  government 
sometimes  sold  its  resources  to  outsiders. 

These  disappearances  took  place  despite  the  solemn  duty  of  the  Crown 
to  manage  lands  and  resources  for  the  benefit  of  Aboriginal  people. 

Similarly,  Metis  people,  who  believed  they  had  won  the  right  to  their 
own  lands  and  resources  in  the  bargain  with  Ottawa  that  led  to  the 
Manitoba  Act,  were  driven  further  and  further  west  and  ultimately 
dispersed  as  a people  by  the  largely  fraudulent  manner  in  which  that 
bargain  was  administered. 

Several  other  land  policy  issues  have  festered  over  the  years: 

* Governments  have  failed  to  allocate  any  lands  at  all  to  some 
Aboriginal  nations. 

* Governments  have  refused  (with  a few  exceptions)  to  extend  the 
land  and  resource  base  of  First  Nations  as  their  populations,  and 
their  need  for  economic  opportunity,  grew. 

* Large-scale  resource  development  projects  have  had  a destructive 
impact  on  Aboriginal  lands  and  communities. 

* Aboriginal  peoples'  treaty-protected  harvesting  rights  on 
traditional  lands  have  been  opposed  and  blocked  by  non-Aboriginal 
people  and  governments. 

Early  in  the  relationship,  colonial  governments  respected  Aboriginal 
land  rights  and  title.  But  over  time,  conflict  grew.  To  non-Aboriginal 
people  and  governments,  the  many  millions  of  unfarmed,  undeveloped 
hectares  of  Canada  were  'Crown  land',  public  land  their  land.  To 
Aboriginal  people,  land  belonged  only  to  the  Creator,  but  by  virtue  of 
their  role  as  stewards,  it  was  theirs  to  care  for,  to  use  and  to  share  if 
they  chose. 

Treaty  agreements  did  not  end  the  conflict.  Indeed,  it  became  sharper 
as  settlers  took  up  residence  next  door  to  Aboriginal  people,  who  had 
not  foreseen  how  deeply  settlers'  ways  would  clash  with  their  own. 

They  thought  that  the  Crown's  treaty  promises  would  be  enough  to 
ensure  their  survival  and  independence.  They  were  wrong. 

The  conflict  became  more  deeply  entrenched  when  the  Constitution 
Act,  1867  drafted  without  discussion  with  Aboriginal  people  assigned 
legal  ownership  of  all  Crown  lands  to  the  provinces. 

If  what  Aboriginal  peoples  thought  they  had  won  had  been  delivered  a 
reasonable  share  of  lands  and  resources  for  their  exclusive  use, 
protection  for  their  traditional  economic  activities,  resource  revenues 
from  shared  lands,  and  support  for  their  participation  in  the  new 
economy  being  shaped  by  the  settlers  the  position  of  Aboriginal 
peoples  in  Canada  today  would  be  very  different.  They  would  be  major 
land  owners.  Most  Aboriginal  nations  would  likely  be  economically 
self-reliant.  Some  would  be  prosperous. 

Some  Aboriginal  nations  have  gone  to  court  to  force  governments  to 
recognize  their  rights  to  land  and  resources,  and  some  have  been 
successful.  A series  of  court  decisions  has  confirmed  that  Aboriginal 
peoples  have  more  than  a strong  moral  case  for  redress  on  land  and 
resource  issues  they  have  legal  rights. 


The  law  of  Aboriginal  title  establishes  three  things: 

* Aboriginal  people  have  rights  of  occupancy  or  use  of  portions  of 
Canada  that  far  exceed  their  current  land  base.  These  rights  are 
based  on  their  history  of  having  lived  in  and  used  those  lands  since 
time  immemorial. 

* Agreements  between  the  Crown  and  an  Aboriginal  nation  (such  as 
treaties)  must  be  worked  out  before  non-Aboriginal  people  can 
occupy  or  use  that  nation's  traditional  lands. 

* The  Crown  of  Canada  is  the  guardian  of  Aboriginal  title  to  their 
traditional  lands  and  is  obliged  to  support  and  protect  their 
interests  in  those  lands. 

But  the  courts  are  a cumbersome,  costly  and  sometimes  insensitive 
way  to  solve  the  human  issues  that  underlie  land  and  resource 
claims.  Negotiated  settlements,  in  which  the  parties  talk  face  to 
face  and  work  out  complex  deals,  are  preferable.  Indeed,  in  nation- 
to-nation  relations,  they  are  essential. 

Lands  and  resources  are  owing  to  Aboriginal  peoples  for  both 
contemporary  and  historical  reasons.  Lands  and  resources  are  the 
essential  substructure  of  political,  economic  and  social 
development.  To  rebuild  their  nations.  Aboriginal  people  need 

* enough  land  to  give  them  something  to  call  'home'  not  just  a 
physical  space  but  a place  of  cultural  and  spiritual  meaning  as  well 

* enough  land  to  allow  for  traditional  pursuits,  such  as  hunting  and 
trapping 

* enough  lands  and  resources  to  contribute  significantly  to  the 
financing  of  self-government 


Internet:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

This  message  was  processed  by  NetXpress  from  Merlin  Systems  Inc. 


This  multi-part  series  will  be  presented  over  the  next  several  issues. 

My  thanks  to  Don  and  Paul  for  bringing  this  to  my  attention,  gary 

"RE:  Keweenaw  Bay  Update"  

Date:  Sun,  2 Feb  1997  19:48:26  GMT 
From:  lawhitt@mtu.edu  (Laurie  Anne  Whitt) 

Sub j : Keweenaw  Bay  Update 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

The  following  article  deals  with  the  latest  developments  at  KBIC  with 
regard  to  Father  John  Flascall,  the  priest  who  is  providing  members  of 
Fight  For  Justice  with  sanctuary.  It  appeared  in  The  Daily  Mining  Gazette 
on  20  January  1997,  and  is  posted  here  with  permission. 

If  you  would  like  to  protest  the  events  related  below,  please  write  or  fax: 

1)  Kendricks  Bordeau  - the  law  firm  of  current  KBIC  Tribal  Prosecutor, 
Gregor  MacGregor.  Fax:  906-226-2543 

Kendricks  Bordeau 
128  W.  Spring  St. 

Marquette,  MI  49855-4608 

2)  Fred  Dakota  - KBIC  Tribal  Chair.  Fax:  906-353-7540 

3)  U.S.  Representative  Bart  Stupak.  Fax:  202-225-4744 

4)  U.S.  Senator  Carl  Levin.  Fax:  202-224-1388 

For  background  on  this  situation,  please  consult  earlier  postings  to  this 
list  ("http://bioc09.uthscsa.edu/natnet/archive/nl/keweenaw-bay.html") . 

Detailed  information,  including  a chronology  of  events,  can  be  found  at 
http: //www. edwardsl . com/ rose/native/ff j/ff j . htm 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

BY  VANESSA  DIETZ 

MARQUETTE  - It  is  a letter  that  concludes  with  a plea  for  a peaceful  end  to 
Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community's  political  division. 

But  Father  John  Flascall 's  attorney,  Steve  Pence  of  Marquette,  also  asks 


many  questions  - and  supplies  answers  from  his  perspective  - in  response  to 
an  arraignment  invitation  to  all  Fight  For  Justice  members  for  whom  KBIC 
Tribal  Police  have  outstanding  warrants. 

Pence's  Jan.  17  letter  to  KBIC  Tribal  Prosecutor  Gregor  MacGregor  was 
spurred  by  an  offer  of  personal  recognizance  bonds.  KBIC  Tribal  Judge 
Douglas  Gurski  made  the  offer  to  FFJ  members  with  outstanding  arrest 
warrants,  if  they  agree  to  be  arraigned  Thursday. 

The  judge's  offer,  as  described  in  a letter  from  MacGregor,  is  contingent 
on  bond  conditions  which  include  not  entering  the  tribal  center  and  not 
interfering  with  the  tribal  government's  access  to  the  old  tribal  center 
building.  The  compound  has  been  held  by  protestors  for  more  than  a year. 

MacGregor,  a partner  of  Kendricks  Bordeau  of  Marquette,  was  unavailable  for 
comment  today,  his  secretary  told  The  Gazette. 

Pence  sent  copies  of  the  letter  to  Hascall,  former  KBIC  tribal  prosecutor 
and  current  tribal  attorney  Joseph  O'Leary,  KBIC  member  Timothy  Shanahan 
and  KBIC  media  spokesman  Rich  Rossway,  alleging  libelous  statements  by 
Shanahan  and  Rossway  were  made  to  the  press  about  Hascall  and  asking  that 
the  statements  be  retracted. 

MacGregor  sent  Pence  the  letter,  addressed  to  "Mr.  John  Hascall,"  which 
led  Pence  to  remind  MacGregor  his  "client's  name  is  FATHER  John  Hascall." 

In  response  to  MacGregor's  letter.  Pence  wrote  to  the  acting  KBIC 
prosecuting  attorney.  "Father  Hascall  does  not  recognize  the  current 
government  of  the  KBIC  and  Judge  Gurski  as  having  legitimate  authority." 

As  Father  Hascall  recently  wrote: 

"KBIC  'does  not  respect  the  voice  of  the  people  on  which  democracy  is 
based'  since,  in  the  1994  election,  'the  same  electorate  voted  that  had 
voted  for  40  years,  done  so  by  custom  and  the  will  of  the  people, ' yet  the 
KBIC  government  nullified  the  election. 

"Individuals  who  exercise  independence  from  the  illegally  constituted 
government  of  the  KBIC  are  summarily  dismissed  from  their  duties,"  Pence 
wrote  to  MacGregor. 

Pence  told  The  Gazette  this  morning  the  above  quote  refers  to  visiting 
Judge  William  Thorne's  dismissal  more  than  a year  ago,  the  firing  of  tribal 
officers  and  others  who  claim  they  are  no  longer  able  to  work  for  KBIC 
because  of  their  political  opinions.  The  tribal  government  disputes  such 
claims . 

Hascall,  the  Catholic  priest  of  Most  Holy  Name  of  Jesus  Church  in  ins, 
does  not  intend  to  comply  with  KBIC  Tribal  Court's  bond  terms.  Pence  said 
in  the  letter.  He  told  MacGregor  that  Hascall  is  not  a KBIC  member,  making 
the  charges  invalid.  Hascall  is  from  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  Band  of  Lake 
Superior  Chippewa. 

Pence  requested  a copy  of  the  complaint  and  search  warrant  said  to  have 
resulted  in  the  December  17,  1996  raid  of  the  former  tribal  center  grounds. 

At  that  time,  KBIC  Tribal  Police  reportedly  forcibly  entered  Most  Holy  Name 
of  Jesus  rectory  and  Fr.  Hascall 's  bedroom.  Without  a warrant,  this  type  of 
activity  would  not  be  considered  legal. 

Pence  also  questioned  why  police  did  not  arrest  Hascall  at  that  time,  if 
they  had  a warrant  for  him.  He  said,  the  priest  now  "plans  on  going  about 
his  business  as  he  has  in  the  past.  He  cannot  and  will  not  restrict  his 
activities  out  of  fear  of  an  illegal  arrest.  Should  the  KBIC  illegally 
arrest  him,  we  will  immediately  file  an  action  in  federal  court  seeking  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus.  We  will  also  hold  accountable  those  who  have  any 
role  in  illegally  arresting  or  incarcerating  Father  Hascall. 

"Father  Hascall  will  not  post  a bond  and  will  not  accept  the  conditions 
that  you  offer  as  to  a personal-recognizance  bond.  Father  Hascall  is  on 
several  medications,  and  should  he  be  arrested  and  lodged  in  jail,  he  will 
do  what  other  prisoners  of  conscience  have  done:  he  will  refuse  food  and 
medicine,"  Pence  wrote. 

"The  reasons  that  Father  Hascall  has  risked  so  much  and  is  willing  to  risk 
even  more  are  best  summed  up  in  his  own  words: 

'The  basic  rights  of  a people  have  been  denied:  Their  right  to  belong  to  a 
people,  to  make  a choice  as  to  their  leaders,  the  right  to  religious 
freedom,  the  right  to  be  free  from  unjust  arrest,  the  right  to  protection 
from  the  elements,  the  freedom  to  travel  from  place  to  place,  and  the  right 
to  have  food,  medicine  and  security  from  that  which  would  harm  them. ' 


"Father  Hascall  has  also  stated  that  the  KBI  is  'a  sick  form  of  government, 
if  a government  at  all Father  Hascall  notes  that,  in  the  past: 

'The  sacred  was  always  respected  by  the  people.  This  sacred  area  where  the 
church  and  the  rectory  lie  was  set  aside  for  the  spiritual  needs  of  the 
people.  Throughout  the  29  years  that  I have  been  here,  I have  lived  my 
traditional  Christian  way  of  life  and  the  people  have  grown  throughout  the 
years.  The  church  stands  for  justice  and  peace  and  the  rights  of  individuals 
and  societies  to  exist.  What  the  people  want,  and  what  I want,  is  for  this 
situation  to  be  healed  in  justice  and  peace,  for  the  good  of  the  people,  for 
the  good  of  the  children,'"  Pence  wrote  in  the  letter. 

- — "RE:  Bison  Protection  Plan  Proposed"  

Date:  Fri,  31  lan  1997  05:18:19  GMT 

From:  scottrobertladd@juno.com  (Scott  Robert  Ladd) 

Sub j : Emergency  Bison  Protection  Plan  Proposed 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

http: //www. aphis . usda . gov/lpa/press/1997/01/bisonvs . txt 
From:  Questa  Glenn  <qglenn@aphis . usda . gov> 

To:  p res s_releases@info. aphis . usda . gov 

Dohn  Wright  (DOI)  (202)  208-6416 

Patrick  Collins  (USDA)  (202)  720-2511 

EMERGENCY  BISON  PROTECTION  PLAN  PROPOSED 

WASHINGTON,  Dan.  30,  1997- -The  heads  of  three  federal  agencies  today 
proposed  a plan  to  protect  bison  migrating  from  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

The  proposal  calls  for  significantly  increased  efforts  to  stop  bison  from 
leaving  the  park  and  expanding  their  range  for  the  first  time  into  the 
adjacent  Gallatin  National  Forest  in  Montana.  The  proposal  was  made  by  heads 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture's  Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection 
Service  (APHIS),  U.S.  Forest  Service  (USFS)  and  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Interior's  National  Park  Service  (NPS),  in  a letter  sent  to  the  governor  of 
Montana  today. 

"The  park  service  will  deal  with  this  emergency  situation  by  sharply 
increasing  efforts  along  the  northern  and  western  portions  of  Yellowstone, 
where  bison  have  a tendency  to  migrate,"  said  Roger  Kennedy,  NPS  Director. 

NPS  efforts  will  include  24-hour  patrols  to  keep  bison  migration  from 
Yellowstone  to  a minimum  and  contain  those  animals  that  do  stray  to  a section 
of  Gallatin  National  Forest. 

"This  proposal  preserves  Montana's  brucellosis  class-free  status,  and 
maintains  the  integrity  of  the  national  brucellosis  eradication  program,  which 
is  near  completion  following  62  years  of  cooperative  effort.  Nationwide,  only 
32  cattle  and  bison  herds  remain  under  quarantine  for  brucellosis."  said  Terry 
Medley,  APHIS  administrator. 

Brucellosis  causes  cattle  and  bison  to  abort  and  lowers  milk  production. 
Humans  can  contract  the  disease,  also  known  as  undulant  fever,  by  handling 
infected  animals  or  drinking  unpasteurized  milk. 

"This  proposal  is  designed  to  reduce  the  number  of  animals  leaving 
Yellowstone,"  said  Roger  Kennedy,  NPS  director.  "This  year's  increased  bison 
migration  out  of  Yellowstone  has  been  caused  by  extreme  snow  and  ice  levels 
that  have  covered  the  animals'  food  source." 

"We  are  confident  that  solutions  can  be  found  and  are  committed  to 
working  with  the  National  Park  Service,  State  of  Montana,  and  APHIS  to  find  a 
solution  to  this  problem,"  said  Mike  Dombeck,  Forest  Service  chief.  "And 
Gallatin  National  Forest  at  Horse  Butte  will  be  a part  of  the  solution  to  the 
problem. " 

All  agencies  will  work  with  the  Governor,  local  residents,  and  tribal 
governments  to  find  solutions  to  this  issue  and  will  continue  to  monitor  the 
situation  and  make  recommended  changes  as  needed. 

"We  have  worked  diligently  to  pull  together  all  our  federal  agencies.  We 
hope  the  Governor  will  respond  favorably  and  join  us  in  solving  this  problem," 
said  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt. 


NOTE:  USDA  news  releases,  program  announcements,  and  media  advisories  are 
available  on  the  Internet.  Access  the  APHIS  HOME  Page  by  pointing  your  Web 
browser  to 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov  and  clicking  on  "APHIS  Press  Releases."  Also, 
anyone  with  an  e-mail  address  can  sign  up  to  receive  APHIS  press  releases 
automatically.  Send  an  e-mail  message  to  "majordomo@info.aphis.usda.gov" 
and  leave  the  subject  blank.  In  the  message,  type: 

subscribe  press_releases 

"RE : Mining  In  Northern  Labrador"  

Date:  Fri,  31  lan  1997  10:02:21  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Native  Forest  Network-ENA  <nfnena@igc.apc.org> 

Sub j : Mining  In  Northern  Labrador 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dreaming  of  Development:  Mining  in  Northern  Labrador 

The  past  two  years  have  been  turbulent  for  the  indigenous 
inhabitants  of  Labrador,  to  say  the  least.  The  recent  discovery  of 
what  is  being  called  the  largest  nickel  find  in  the  world  led  to  an 
unprecedented  Klondike  rush  in  the  far  north  of  Eastern  North 
America.  As  of  last  summer,  over  220,000  square  kilometers  of 
mineral  claims  were  held  by  over  200  companies  from  around  the 
world.  By  now,  after  two  years  of  intensive  exploration,  many  of 
these  companies  are  packing  up  and  going  home  empty  handed.  But 
what  is  scaring  the  the  Innu  and  Inuit,  is  the  idea  that  some  may  not 
--  leading  to  the  development  of  the  one  of  the  world's  last 
prestigious  wild  regions. 

In  wake  of  the  great  rush  to  find  the  next  'Voisey  Bay',  over 
100,000  three  inch  holes  have  been  left  (essentially  small  tailings 
ponds),  numerous  abandoned  camps,  oil  leaks,  archaeological  site 
intrusions  and  the  impact  of  thousands  of  helicopter  flights  on  the 
landscape  of  the  boreal  woodlands.  Neither  the  Innu  nor  the  Inuit 
nations  were  consulted  before  their  land  was  invaded  by  hundreds 
of  multinational  mining  companies;  seldom  are  they  told  of  new 
camps  and  activities,  seldom  are  the  camps  and  outposts  cleaned  up 
(leading  to  unreported  fuel  contamination  of  once  pristine  lakes  and 
ponds)  and  seldom  are  they  respected  in  their  requests  for 
notification  and  for  responsible  behavior  towards  their  homeland. 

Fortunately,  the  majority  of  the  claims  do  not  seem  to  be 
panning  out,  which  will  probably  lead  to  the  termination  of 
thousands  of  claims.  Nevertheless,  the  question  of  accountability  for 
the  ecological  impacts  of  exploration  activity  remains  unanswered:. 

Once  a company's  claim  is  terminated,  is  the  government  of 
Newfoundland  to  be  held  accountable  for  the  mess  and  subsequent 
cleanup?  One  would  hope  so.  Yet,  incredibly,  during  inspection  tours 
of  a small  number  of  exploration  sites,  the  Newfoundland 
representative  was  apparently  only  interested  in  the  question  of  the 
Innu  Nations  accountability  for  the  clean  up  of  Innu  hunting  camps. 

After  Voisey  Bay:  Other  Discoveries 

There  are  a few  areas,  besides  Voisey  Bay,  that  are  looking  as  if 
all  they  need  is  some  infrastructure  development  to  get  them  up  and 
running: 

%The  Strange  lake  area  on  the  Quebec-Labrador  border  west  of 
Voisey  Bay,  It  is  said  to  hold  deposits  of  Zirconium,  Niobium,  Yttrium, 
and  other  rare  earth  Elements.  These  deposits  have  been  known  for 
about  a decade,  but  have  been  uneconomic  given  the  enormous 
infrastructure  development  costs  that  would  be  required. 

%Another  area  of  extreme  interest  is  the  Harp  Lake  area,  about 
mid-  way  between  Voisey  Bay  and  Goose  Bay.  This  unusual  lake  has 
had  as  many  as  six  drilling  camps  on  its  shores,  and  is  expected  to 
start  showing  significant  finds  next  year.  (Harp  Lake,  which  has 
numerous  cliffs  used  by  raptors  for  nesting,  was  determined  to  be  a 


so-called  sensitive  area  in  the  low-level  flying  avoidance  program.) 

%3ust  South  of  Davis  Inlet,  in  an  area  known  as  Flowers  Bay  to  the 
mapmakers,  a company  may  have  found  gold.  (Flowers  Bay  is  one  of 
the  four  major  river  systems  in  Central  labrador  said  to  be  absolutely 
critical  to  the  survival  of  the  Atlantic  Harlequin  Duck.) 

%North  of  the  Voisey  Bay  deposit  are  a number  of  exploration  sites. 

In  fact,  the  focus  of  the  current  frenzy  is  happening  north  of  Nain 
and  the  Frasier  River,  where  the  southern  boundary  for  the  proposed 
Torngat  National  Park  meanders  from  the  sea  to  the  Naskapi 
plateau.  Frasier  Canyon,  Okak  Bay,  and  Saglek  Bay  are  presently 
undergoing  intensive  drill  programs,  with  as  many  as  six  camps 
operating  around  the  clock  in  search  of  "the  next  Voisey  Bay". 

If  you  build  it,  they  will  come 

The  flurry  of  activity  and  the  possibility  of  other  mineral 
deposits  have  suggested  the  surreal  idea  of  a developed  Labrador. 

Numerous  development  proposals  have  surfaced,  in  which  the 
'displaced  Labradorian ' , finds  a new  purpose  in  the  Northland.  Start- 
up companies  eager  for  a piece  of  the  action  have  offered  their 
services  in  the  areas  of  exploration,  engineering,  construction;  new 
hotel  are  under  construction  and  new  bars  have  opened  in  Nain.  A 
number  of  Chamber  of  Commerces  (mainly  from  southern  Labrador 
hard  hit  by  the  collapse  of  the  cod  fishery)  have  issued  reports 
describing  the  benefits  of  settling  and  building  in  their  towns.  Some 
have  even  hired  consultants  and/or  companies  to  draft  proposals  for 
centralized  development,  including  a road  from  Goose  Bay  to  Voisey 
Bay,  the  completion  of  the  trans- Labrador  Highway,  and  a hyro- 
electric  dam  of  the  Falls  of  the  Kamistastin,  headwaters  to  Cabot 
Lake,  the  Kogluk  River  and  Voisey  Bay. 

So  far,  it  seems  as  if  these  dream  proposals  are  just  that, 
dreams.  But,  as  exploration  activities  advance,  thereby  becoming 
more  viable  projects,  these  dreams  creep  insidiously  from  the 
ethereal  into  the  realm  of  the  possible,  --John  Clark 
[John  Clark  recently  travelled  to  Voisey  Bay  with  John  "Storm" 

Waters  from  the  Cold  Mountain/Cold  Rivers  Guerilla  Video 
Collective. ] 

From  Nitassinan  News 

The  Friends  of  Nitassinan  is  an  international  support  group  for  the  Innu 
people  of  the  Quebec-Labrador  peninsula  (Nitassinan),  in  their  struggles 
to  defend  their  homeland  from  industrial  intrusions. 

The  Nitassinan  news  is  produced  by  Alexis 
Lathem  and  John  Clark. 

The  Friends  of  Nitassinan  would  like  to  thank  the  Haymarket  People's  Fund, 
the  Ben  & Derry's  Foundation,  the  Human-i-tees  Foundation,  and  the  Green 
Mountain  Fund. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Innu  Nation 
POB  119 

Sheshatsiu,  Labrador 
A0P  1M0  Canada 
709-497-8398  fax:  8396 
email:  innu@web.apc.org 

Katie  Rich,  Band  Council  Chief 
General  Delivery 
Davis  Inlet,  Labrador 
709-478-8902  fax:  8936 

Friends  of  Nitassinan 
POB  804 

Burlington  VT  05402 
ph/fax:  802-425-3820 


Information  transferred  via-- 
Native  Forest  Network  (NFN) 

Eastern  North  American  Resource  Center 
POB  57 

Burlington,  VT  05402  USA 
Telephone:  (802)863-0571 

Fax:  (802)863-2532 

Email:  nfnena@igc.apc.org 

"RE : With  Respect  and  Honor"  

Date:  Sat,  01  Feb  1997  12:37:46  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : With  respect  and  honor 

UUCP  email  - Thanks  to  Iordan  Dill  for  granting  redistribution  of  this 
quoted  material  from  his  Anna  Mae  Aquash  Archive: 
<http://www.dickshovel.com/anna.html> 

(FYI:  In  memory  and  honor  of  a fallen  warrior  I pass  the  following  along. 
The  information  was  gleaned  from  the  first  Nations  site  and  I would  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  remind  you  of  our  brother  Leonard  still  within  the 
iron  cage. . . .Ish) 

In  memory; 

2.1976  Anna  Mae  Pictou  Aquash  - AIM  organizer  assassinated  on 

Pine  Ridge..  FBI  involved  in  attempt  to  conceal  cause  of  death. 
Ongoing  attempt  to  establish  "AIM  involvement"  in  murder.  Key 
FBI  personnel  never  deposed.  Coroner  never  deposed,  [depose-to 
remove  from  power... to  testify  or  bear  witness,  especially  on 
oath  in  court] 

Please  visit  the  following  - even  if  you  have  done  so  in  the  past. 

It  is  important  to  remember  the  fallen  warrior. 

ANNA  MAE  AQUASH 

This  site  is  dedicated  to  the  First  Nations  Warrior,  Mother  and  Wife 

Anna  Mae  Aquash . . . 

Whose  Hands  The  Colonizers  Took 

"On  the  afternoon  of  February  24,  1976  Rodger  Amiotte,  a mixed  blood 
rancher  whose  land  was  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Pine  Ridge  Indian 
Reservation ...  found  the  body  of  a woman  in  a snow-covered  ditch  one  hundred 
feet  from  the  country  road. 

She  was  wrapped  in  a blanket.  The  woman  wore  a maroon  windbreaker, 
jeans,  and  blue  canvas  shoes.  She  had  long  fingernails.  Her  hands  were 
adorned  with  fancy  turquoise  jewelry,  including  rings  and  a large  bracelet. 

"The  body  was  taken  to  the  Pine  Ridge  hospital,  where  Dr.  W.O.  Brown 
performed  an  autopsy  in  the  presence  of  FBI  agents.  The  doctor  said  the 
unidentified  woman  died  of  exposure.  She  had  frozen  to  death.  There  was  no 
sign  of  violence. 

"During  the  autopsy,  an  FBI  agent  asked  Doctor  Brown,  "I  need  her 
hands.  Sever  them  at  the  wrist,  would  ya.  Doc?" 

"Over  the  next  days,  the  government  agents  approached  mortuary  after 
mortuary,  asking  to  have  the  handless  body  buried.  According  to  one 
undertaker,  the  FBI  agents  wanted  the  woman  buried  under  a fictitious  name. 
'Can't  do  it,'  he  said.  'You  guys  ought  to  know.  That's  illegal.' 

"...on  March  3,  the  body  was  buried,  nameless  in  the  Holy  Rosary 
Mission  on  the  [Pine  Ridge]  reservation.  That  same  day,  the  FBI  notified  its 
Rapid  City  office  that  the  dead  woman  was  Anna  Mae  Aquash." 

The  Wounded  Knee  Legal  Defense/Offense  Committee  (WKLDOC)  demanded  an 
exhumation  and  a second  autopsy.  However,  before  this  could  take  place,  "The 
FBI  filed  its  own  request  for  exhumation  and  reautopsy.  The  reasons  its 
affidavit  gave  were  that  Anna  Mae  might  have  been  killed  in  a hit-an-run 
accident  or  that  she  might  have  been  murdered  by  AIM  as  a suspected 
informer .. .there  was  no  explanation  as  to  how  a person  who  might  have  been  a 
victim  of  a hit-and-run  accident  could  have  been  thrown  one  hundred  feet 


from  the  highway,  display  no  sign  of  contact  with  a vehicle,  and  end  up  in  a 
ditch,  neatly  wrapped  in  a blanket."  The  autopsy  was  scheduled  for  March  11, 
1976. 

"Anna  Mae's  family,  through  WKLDOC  attorney  Ellison,  hired  Garry 
Peterson,  and  independent  pathologist  from  St.  Paul  Hospital  in  Minnesota  to 
observe.  When  he  arrived.  Dr.  Peterson  was  the  only  Doctor  there.  The  FBI 
had  not  bothered  to  have  a pathologist  at  the  autopsy  it  had  requested. 
Peterson,  who  brought  only  the  minimal  equipment  needed  to  observe,  had  to 
perform  the  procedure.  It  was  not  terribly  complicated.  An  obvious  bullet 
wound,  surrounded  by  an  even  more  obvious  5 cm  x 5 cm  discoloration, 
adorned  the  rear  of  Anna  Mae's  head,  exactly  where  the  hospital  staff  had 
seen  the  thawing  body  leak  the  week  before.  She  died  of  exposure  to  a 
small-caliber  bullet  fired  from  a gun  placed  near  the  back  of  her  head. 

She  had  been  executed." 

Loud  Hawk  - The  United  States  versus 
the  American  Indian  Movement, 
Kenneth  Stern, 
ISBN  0-8061-2587-X 

"RE : Book  Review:  Killing  the  White  Man's  Indian"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Han  1997  14:16:31  -0500 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@sover . net> 

Sub j : Book  review... 

UUCP  email 

Good  day  all . . . 

Subject:  Bordewich,  Killing  the  White  Man's  Indian 
Fergus  Bordewich.  Killing  the  White  Man's  Indian:  Reinventing 
Native  Americans  at  the  End  of  the  Twentieth  Century.  New  York:  Doubleday, 
1996.  400  pp.  Bibliography  and  index.  $27.50  (cloth),  ISBN  0-385-42035-8. 

Reviewed  by  Robert  C.  Doyle,  University  of  Strasbourg 

Killing  the  White  Man's  Indian  is  a powerful  book  that  takes  readers  well 
beyond  the  long-held  myths,  what  the  author  calls  the  "patina  of  popular 
culture"  (p.  17),  and  headlong  into  the  harsh  complexities  of  Indian 
identity  as  it  exists  today.  Leaving  behind  any  taint  of  mindless 
stereotyping,  Bordewich  takes  on  the  massive  and  seemingly  impenetrable 
social  questions  present  among  the  Native  American  tribes  today:  Who  are 
the  Indians  of  the  1990s?  Are  they  part  of  American  society,  and  if  so,  on 
what  terms?  How  are  Indians  to  make  use  of  Western  culture?  What  does  it 
mean  to  be  "Indian"  in  the  modern  world? 

With  on-site  research  that  often  required  a great  deal  of  direct 
observation  and  interaction  with  tribal  members  around  the  country,  the 
author  shows  conclusively  that  he's  no  preacher  or  cheap  polemicist 
eagerly  propagandizing  anyone's  cause.  For  example,  he  explains  why 
mystics  like  Chief  Seattle  and  Black  Elk  have  achieved  near  godlike  status 
among  many  environmental  ideologues;  then  he  reminds  us  that  the 
historical  Seattle's  mysticism  was  more  a figment  of  Ted  Perry's 
theatrical  imagination  in  1972  than  anything  close  to  reality.  Black  Elk, 
although  his  commentary  in  lohn  G.  Neihardt's  Black  Elk  Speaks  (1979)  has 
achieved  near  guru  status  among  members  of  the  Native  American  Church, 
radical  environmentalists,  and  other  modern  animists.  Black  Elk  himself 
was  a devout,  practicing  Roman  Catholic  during  his  adult  life  (226)  and 
traveled  to  Sing  Sing  Prison,  among  many  other  places,  to  work  as  a 
catechist  preaching  the  Christian  Gospel.  Conversely,  the  author  traces 
the  true  horrors  inflicted  on  tribal  integrity  in  remarkable  detail  and 
fairness:  war,  conquest,  and  diseases  during  contact  in  the  eighteenth  and 
nineteenth  centuries;  illegal  removals  and  treaties  that  meant  little  when 
land  and  wealth  entered  the  equation;  the  lasting  humiliations  imposed  by 
the  Dawes  Act  of  1887;  the  paternalism  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  up 
to  the  present  era;  grave  robbing  and  souvenir  grabbing  by  visitors  and 
anthropologists,  and  the  continuing  alphabet  soup  in  federal  legislation 
that  from  1969  has  granted  the  tribes  increasing  levels  of  political 
sovereignty.  Institutions  like  Harvard  University  and  the  University  of 


Nebraska  have  returned  so-called  human  and  cultural  artifacts  for  burial 
or  proper  tribal  use;  the  BIA  now  acts  more  in  an  advisory  role  than  as  a 
dictator,  and  the  tribes  themselves  are  directing  their  own  affairs 
internally.  But,  according  to  Bordewich's  research,  therein  lies  a rub: 
where  wealth  and  power  appear,  can  graft  and  corruption  be  far  behind, 
even  in  traditional  communities?  Bordewich  takes  no  sides;  human  failure, 
like  success,  has  no  identity. 

Without  any  doubt,  the  most  shocking  chapter,  at  least  for  this  reviewer, 
was  entitled  "A  Scene  Most  Resembling  Hell,"  a stand-up  description  of 
real-time  alcoholism  on  the  reservations  today.  It  took  courage  to 
approach  this  topic  when  we  all  know  how  sensitive  it  remains.  It  took 
courage  to  cite  Dames  0.  Whittaker's  incisive  "Alcohol  and  the  Standing 
Rock  Sioux  Tribe:  A Twenty-Year  Follow-Up  Study"  (1982),  which  examined 
alcoholism  scientifically.  Bordewich  concludes  from  the  literature  and 
from  his  own  experience  that  alcoholism  is  virulent  among  Indians,  but  it 
is  no  more  resistant  to  treatment  among  them  than  it  is  to  other  Americans 
(p.  263). 

The  author  then  traces  the  heated  cauldron  of  Indian  sovereignty,  one  of 
the  most  gripping  and  potentially  divisive  problems  in  Indian  country 
today.  What  does  it  mean  to  be  a nation?  Can  there  really  be  a "nation" 
inside  a nation,  or  are  the  tribes  playing  with  rhetorical,  if  not 
political,  dynamite?  Certainly,  the  reservations'  legal  status  is  complex, 
if  not  mystifyingly  foreign,  to  outsiders.  Why  can  a tribe  open  a fully 
functioning  gambling  casino  in  a state  that  prohibits  a state  lottery,  or 
even  bingo  at  the  local  firemens'  carnival?  Where  does  the  money  go?  Who 
or  what  is  accountable  for  revenues?  Why  can  such  places  serve  clientele 
seven  days  a week,  twenty-four  hours  a day?  These  and  other  question  only 
begin  to  approach  the  author ' exposition  about  life  in  Indian  country  now. 

Killing  the  White  Man's  Indian  is  an  eloquent  and  disturbing  book  that 
needs  to  be  read  and  reflected  upon.  It  tells  a sad  story  but  is  yet 
filled  with  hope  and  trust  that  Native  Americans  will  continue  to  find 
their  own  way  in  multicultural  America--or  make  one. 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  Of  Consequence 
<http: //www. dickshovel . com> 

PGP  public  key  available  upon  request... 

"RE : Poem:  Dustified  Extermination"  

Date:  Mon,  2 Dec  1996  13:00:29  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : DUSTIFIED  EXTERMINATION 

UUCP  email 

December  1,  1996 
DUSTIFIED  EXTERMINATION 

by:  Larry  Kibby,  Wiyot(Weott)  Nation,  California 
Grandfather, 

Through  my  heart  I send  you  these  words. 

Words  of  the  past,  words  of  the  present. 

Words  of  the  future. 

To  you  I send  these  words 
Of  life  and  death, 

Dustified  extermination. 

Grandfather, 

Through  my  eyes  and  through  my  ears, 

I read  and  see  a history 
Full  of  lies  and  deceit. 

My  people  tell  me  through  ancient 
Legends  and  tales. 

Of  how  the  government  and  society 
Tried  to  cover  up  their  policy  of 


Justified  extermination. 

Grandfather, 

Today,  the  government  and  society 
Is  still  imposing  upon  my  people. 

By  way  of  illegal  IRA  tribal  governments. 

Token  laws  and  organizations,  a B.I.A., 

And  wanna  be  Indians, 

To  still  carry  on  their  policy  of 
Justified  extermination. 

Grandfather, 

My  people  of  yesterday. 

Being  studied  for  scientific  value. 

My  culture  and  religion. 

Being  studied  for  authenticity. 

And  a false  people  claiming  to  be  Indian, 

Helping  the  government  and  Anti-Indian  forces. 

To  still  carry  on  the  policy  of 
Justified  extermination. 

Grandfather, 

My  own  people,  fighting  each  other. 

Learning  the  values  of  greed. 

Forgetting  their  people. 

Forgetting  their  culture  and  tradition. 

All  the  while  the  government,  turncoates, 

Anti-Indian  Movement  and  most  of  society  are 
Still  trying  to  carry  on  the  policy  of 
Justified  extermination. 

But  the  Indian  world  is  alive. 

And  solidarity  is  becoming  a reality. 

We  weren't  taught  nor  pretend  to  be  Indian, 

We  are  Indian 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  97/01/26  21:49 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  9-15 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

9 

Our  seasons  are  the  cycles  of  the  moon,  mahina,  and  the  stars,  na  hoku. 

10 

Ask  the  Gods  before  taking  from  the  land;  ask  not  to  take  from  Pele, 
for  what  is  hers  belongs  to  no  other. 

11 

To  a place  of  worship,  a heiau,  always  bring  a gift  of  stone. 

12 

The  wind  has  learned  the  secrets  of  the  ages. 

13 

Mano',  the  shark  god,  guides  me  to  a safe  harbor. 

14 

Abundant  are  the  fruits  of  this  land. 

15 

If  you  would  find  the  perfect  place  of  your  dreams,  moe'uhane,  ... 
look  within. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 


(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE ; Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  6 February  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tue,  28  lan  1997  12:08:10  -0700 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <cmilda@GOODNET. COM> 

Sub j : Fourth  Annual  Wildcat  Pow  Wow  -February  22  & 23,  1997 

The  Tribal  People  United 

A Native  American  student  organization  of  The  University  of  Arizona-presents 
Fourth  Annual  Wildcat  Pow  Wow  -February  22  & 23,  1997 

Fleadstaff : 

Master  of  Ceremonies: 

Arena  Director: 

Flead  Gourd  Dancer: 

FleadMan  Dancer: 

FleadWoman  Dancer: 

Flost  Drums: 

Flost  Canadian  Drum: 

Flost  U.S.  Drum: 

Flost  Southern  Drum: 

Invited  Drum(s): 

Star  Blanket  Jrs.  - Balcarres,  Saskatchewan,  Canada 

All  dancers,  drums,  and  royalties  welcome! 

(Bring  your  own  lawn  chairs) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For  more  information  call  Geneva  A.  Dohn  or  Antoinette  Davis  at 
(520)  621-7989/3835.  Arts  and  Craft  available  for  $75,  and  $25  late 
fee  after  Feb.  04,  1997.  Please  contact  Natalie  Saldana  at  the  above 
phone  numbers.  TPU  and  The  University  of  Arizona  are  not  responsible 
for  accidents,  thefts,  injury,  and  travel  expenses.  Dancers  and 
singers  please  provide  your  own  chairs.  Schedule  is  subject  to 
change.  Alcohol  and  drugs  will  not  be  tolerated.  All  dancers  and 
drummers  are  welcome  to  attend. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

For  updated  information,  contact  a TPU  officer  at: 

Tribal  People  United-Pow  Wow  Committee,  Nugent  203,  Tucson,  Az  85721 
(520)  621-3835  or  7989  Fax  (520)  623-3233 


Arnold  Chee  - Steamboat,  AZ 
3im  Red  Eagle  - Costa  Mesa,  CA 
Ernest  FI.  Begay  - Rock  Point,  AZ 
Steve  Street  - Tama,  Iowa 
Lynn  Roanhorse  - Dulce,  NM 


Fly-In-Eagle  - Cutknife,  Saskatchewan 
White  Ridge  Juniors  - Lukachukai,  AZ 
Yellow  Jacket  - Ignacio,  CO 


Maintained  by  TPU  Webmaster  --  tpu@w3.arizona.edu 


Date:  Mon,  3 Feb  1997  07:32:16  -0700 

From:  "Carol  M.  Nichols"  <cnichols@kodak. com> 

Sub j : aises  region  VI  conference  update 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 


Subject:  aises  region  VI  conference  update 
UPDATE!  UPDATE!  UPDATE! 

REVISED  DATES!  REVISED  DATES! 

AISES  Region  VI  Conference 
April  11  -13,  1997 
Rochester,  New  York 

Our  Generation:  Learning,  Growing,  and  Building 
for  the  Next  Seven  Generations 


Agenda : 

Friday  afternoon:  tours  of  local  companies 


Opening  Ceremonies 
Student  Social 

Saturday:  Concurrent  Sessions 
Career  Fair 
Social 

Sunday:  Closing  Ceremonies 
For  more  info: 

Carol  M.  Nichols:  cnichols@kodak.com 
Cindy  Martine:  716  - 392  -8397 
Info  packs  should  be  in  the  mail  very  soon. 
(This  was  previously  posted  as  being  Feb  28.) 
Hope  to  see  everyone  from  Region  VI. 


Date:  Tue,  04  Feb  1997  13:29:58  -0400 

From:  changleska@geocities.com 

Sub j : Star  Nations  Conferences  Announcement 

Dear  all, 

I am  humbly  passing  this  information  on  to  all  of  you  that  have 
indicated  interest  in  such  events.  This  message  serves  to  announce  two 
upcoming  Wichahpe  Oyate/Star  Nations  Conferences.  Once  again,  if 
there's  anyone  who  doesn't  wish  to  receive  these  announcements,  please 
let  me  know  and  I will  take  your  name  off  the  list. 

These  are  exciting  and  important  times.  Hope  to  see  you  there. 

Mitakuye  Oyasin, 

Changleska  Wakan  Wicasan 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

STAR  FAMILY  CONFERENCE 
March  13-16,  1997 

San  Diego,  California  (Holiday  Inn-Mission  Bay,  3737  Sports  Area  Blvd.; 
(800)  511-6909) 

Lakota  spiritual  advisor  Standing  Elk  has  announced  that  Spirit  has 
indicated  that  another  Gathering/information-sharing  by  Native  American 
Elders  and  Anglo  specialists  on  the  Star  Nations  be  held  on  the  Pacific 
Coast  near  the  Spring  Equinox.  This  Conference  is  to  keep  up  the  flow  of 
information  concerning  the  trials  that  Mother  Earth  is  commencing,  and 
about  the  imminent  return  of  the  Star  People.  Thus,  the  Star  Family 
Conference  is  intended  to  maintain  the  momentum  of  developing  awareness 
developed  from  the  Star  Knowledge  Conference  on  the  Great  Plains  last 
Dune,  and  from  the  Star  Visions  Conference  held  in  the  Rocky  Mountains 
in  November,  1996. 

Presenters : 

Standing  Elk  (Dakota),  Floyd  Hand  (Lakota),  Wablesa  (Lakota),  Pathfinder 
(Cherokee/  Apache),  Silver  Star  (Cherokee),  Kachinas  Kutenai  (Apache), 
Scout  Cloud  Lee,  Mary  Thunder  (Metis),  Monica  Medicine  Wind,  Han  Bets 
Men  (Mayan),  Grandmother  Wind  Rider  (Mayan),  Nestor  Night  Owl,  Steven 
Blue  Wolf,  lose  Fernandez  (Puerto  Rico),  Dr.  Brian  O'Leary  (Astronaut 
Corps),  Dr.  Richard  Boylan,  Dr.  Truman  Wong  (Pine  Ridge),  Dr.  Lee 
Shargel  (NASA),  Chet  Snow,  Angela  Brown-  Miller,  Ph.D.,  LCSW,  Alex 
Collier,  Bettye  Binder,  Marilyn  Carlson,  CHT  (Yellow  Hand),  Paula 
Peterson,  Lewis  Martin  and  Erica  Snyder,  Heanette  Matacia,  Tom  Scere 
and  Star  Sparks. 

Conference  registration : $175  (after  Mar.  1,  $200).  Single  day=$60. 

Contact  Holiday  Inn  directly  for  lodging;  mention  "Star  Knowledge 
Conference"  for  special  $69  rate.  Use  Holiday  courtesy  van  to/from 
airport . 

Alternate:  Comfort  Inn-Mission  Bay. 

For  registration/more  information  contact:  Collette  (619)  474-0842, 
P.O.  Box  1612,  National  City,  CA  91951;  back-up:  Marilyn  Carlson  (206) 
379-9624. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


STAR  COUNCIL  CONFERENCE  of  Native  American  Elders  and  other  Star  People 
Specialists 

Dune  11-14,  1997 

Rapid  City,  South  Dakota  Civic  Center,  adjacent  to  the  sacred  Black 
Hills. 

Presenters : 

Standing  Elk  (Dakota),  Marilyn  Carlson,  CHT  (Yellow  Hand),  Dr.  Richard 
Boylan,  and  many  other  Native-American  and  non-native  speakers  to  be 
announced . 

For  more  information  contact:  Marilyn  Carlson  (206)  379-9624. 


This  Quarter's  _Native  Peoples_  Magazine,  (Vol.  10,  Issue  2),  is  the 
Annual  Travel  and  Destination  Special  Issue.  Includes  a listing  of 
many  of  the  "big"  powwows,  art  shows,  and  cultural  events  for  Native 
American  People  for  the  coming  year.  Issues  are  $4.75  each  (or  $7.14  by 
mail  --  an  annual  subscription  is  $13.75.  Contact  them  toll  free, 
1(888)2  NATIVE,  or  via  e-mail  at  native_people@amcolor.com 

Sampling  from  the  first  week  of  March: 

Through  Apr.  13  Dreams-of -Horses : The  Collected  Works  of  Michael 
Horse,  Southwest  Museum,  234  Museum  Dr.,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90065.  (213)  221-2164 

Through  Apr.  15  Stone  & Bone,  the  Inuit  Master  Carvers  of  the  Canadian 
Arctic.  Sun  Valley  Ctr  for  Arts  and  Humanities, 
Ketchum,  ID  83340  (208)  726-9491 

Every  Saturday  Native  American  Stories,  Toltec  Mounds  Archaeological 
State  Park,  Scott,  AK.  (501)  961-9442 
Feb  28-Mar  1 San  Diego  State  University  Annual  Powwow,  San  Diego, 

CA.  (619)  594-6691 

Mar  1-2  39th  Annual  Heard  Museum  Guild  Indian  Fair  & Market 

Heard  Museum,  Phoenix,  AZ  (602)  252-8840 
Mar  1-2  Thunderbird  American  Indian  Dancers,  Theater 

for  the  New  City,  NY,  NY  (212)  254-1109 
Mar  1 - Dun  30  Kiowa  Culture  in  Transition- -Photographs  of  Horace 
Poolaw,  Kirkpatric  Ctr.,  Oklahoma  City,  OK 
(405)  427-5228 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  C.  Doyle  via  Dordan  Dill,  Paul  Antone  via  Don  Rayment,  Doe  Campagna, 
Doseph  A.  Keto  Dr.,  InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative  via  Doe  Don  Chipps, 
Ishgooda,  Fred  Sinkevich,  Frosty  Deere,  Larry  Innes,  Laurie  Anne  Whitt, 

Ted  Dojola,  Bernard  D.  Rock,  Sr.  via  Feather  Eaglerock,  Debra  F.  Sanders, 
Danet  Smith,  Mark  Trahant,  Scott  Robert  Ladd,  Native  Forest  Network-ENA, 
Larry  Kibby,  Prison  News  Service,  Scott  Runningbull,  Bernadette  Chato, 

Suzan  Horovitch,  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico,  Walter  Epp, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Alfonso  Ortiz  Memorial"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Dan  1997  11:42:46  -0700 
From:  Ted  Dojola  <t jojola@unm. edu> 

Sub j : Alfonso  Ortiz  Memorial 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys .svle.ma.us) 


In  accordance  with  his  wishes.  Prof.  Alfonso  Ortiz's  body  will  be  cremated 
and  distributed  on  one  of  the  Sacred  Mountains  near  his  native  Pueblo  of 
San  Duan.  There  will  be  no  funeral. 

The  University  of  New  Mexico  will  hold  a special  Memorial  Service  on 
Friday,  February  7th  at  4pm.  Tentatively,  the  service  will  be  held  at  the 
UNM  Alumni  Memorial  Chapel  pending  a reconsideration  on  its  seating 
capacity.  If  you  plan  to  attend,  you  may  wish  to  confirm  before  your 
arrival  by  contacting  the  Department  of  Anthropology  at  (505)  277-1536. 

In  addition,  the  Department  of  Anthropology  has  set  up  a special  fund  in 
honor  of  Prof.  Alfonso  Ortiz,  to  be  used  to  help  Native  American  students 
studying  Anthropology.  Donations  may  be  sent  directly  to: 

The  UNM  Foundation/Alfonso  Ortiz  Memorial  Fund 

University  of  New  Mexico 

Albuquerque,  NM  87131 

The  outpouring  of  condolences  has  been  tremendous.  These  may  now  be 
conveyed  directly  to  the  family.  Individuals  wishing  to  send  sympathy 
cards  to  the  family  may  send  these  in  care  of: 

The  Department  of  Anthropology 

University  of  New  Mexico 

Albuquerque,  NM  87131 

The  following  obituary  appeared  in  the  Wednesday  edition  of  the  Albuquerque 
Tribune  (Ian  29th): 

Patricia  Guthrie  and  Ollie  Reed  3r.  (Tribune  Reporters) 

ALFONSO  ORTIZ  OFFERED  INSIDE  LOOK  AT  AMERICAN  INDIANS 

Alfonso  Ortiz,  one  of  the  few  American  Indians  to  provide  anthropology 
with  a view  from  the  "inside  out,"  is  remembered  for  his  numerous 
contributions  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico,  first  as  a student,  then  as 
an  esteemed  professor. 

"Fie  was  the  most  senior  of  our  native  professors  on  campus.  He  always  had 
an  enormous  presence  here,"  said  Ted  Dojola,  past  director  of  UNM's  Native 
American  Studies  and  now  a UNM  Associate  Professor.  "He  served  as  one  of 
my  mentors  and  he  served  as  an  advocate  in  higher  education  for  many 
American  Indian  students." 

Ortiz,  57,  died  Monday  night  at  his  Santa  Fe  home.  He  had  recently  taken 
medical  leave  from  teaching  cultural  and  social  anthropology  at  UNM,  but 
had  hoped  to  return  this  semester,  said  Elena  Ortiz,  one  of  his  three 
children . 

Ortiz  was  born  April  30,  1939,  at  San  Duan  Pueblo  in  Northern  New  Mexico. 

He  received  a bachelor's  degree  in  sociology  from  UNM  in  1961  and  his 
masters 's  and  doctorate  in  anthropology  from  the  University  of  Chicago. 

Ortiz  taught  at  Princeton  and  Rutgers  universities  before  returning  to  hi8s 
alma  mater  to  teach  in  1974. 

"I  think  the  university  is  very  much  impoverished  by  this  loss,"  said  Marta 
Weigle,  chairwoman  of  UNM's  anthropology  department.  "It's  hard  to  imagine 
how  we'll  replace  him." 

Ortiz  won  many  awards,  research  grants  and  scholarships,  including  a 
postdoctoral  fellowship  from  the  Dohn  Simon  Guggenheim  Memorial  Foundation 
and  a MacArthur  Foundation  "genius  grant." 

Author  of  numerous  publications,  he's  best  known  for  his  book,  "The  Tewa 
World:  Space,  Time,  Being  and  Becoming  a Pueblo  Society,"  published  in 
1969.  He  also  edited  two  volumes  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution's 
"Handbook  of  American  Indians." 

As  an  American  Indian  anthropologist,  Ortiz  was  both  commended  and 
criticized  for  revealing  the  traditions  and  people  of  New  Mexico's  pueblos. 

But  in  recent  years,  he  seemed  to  be  coming  to  terms  with  his  role  in  the 
academic  world  and  his  place  at  "Ohkay-Owingeh"  --  The  Place  of  the  Strong 
People,  said  San  Duan  Pueblo  Gov.  Doe  Garcia. 

"There  has  been  some  friction  because  of  some  of  the  things  he  printed," 
said  Garcia,  leader  of  the  2,500-member  pueblo  northwest  of  Espanola. 

"But,  in  the  Indian  way,  there  was  forgiveness.  I think  he  realized  he  had 


There  was  a 


done  something  not  to  the  liking  of  elders." 

"This  is  a great  loss  to  the  Indian  community/'  Garcia  added, 
lot  of  knowledge  and  wisdom  in  that  man." 

In  an  interview  14  years  ago  upon  winning  the  $216,000  MacArthur  grant, 
Ortiz  said  he  chose  the  "fun"  field  of  anthropology  because  "it  was  a way 
of  being  concerned  with  Indian  matters  all  the  time." 

Many  remembered  Ortiz  as  willing  to  lend  his  name,  time  and  testimony  to 
causes  ranging  from  uranium  miners  rights  to  religious  freedom.  He's  also 
credited  with  founding  UNM's  Kiva  Club,  the  first  American  Indian 
organization  on  campus. 

"He  had  quite  a reputation,"  said  Karl  Schwerin,  a colleague  in  the 
anthropology  department.  "He  was  constantly  being  invited  to  give  lectures 
and  to  serve  on  various  boards  and  in  various  organizations." 

Among  his  many  public  service  activities,  Ortiz  was  president  of  the 
Association  on  American  Indian  Affairs,  Inc.,  from  1973  to  1988;  a member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  from 
1989  to  1990;  and  a member  of  the  National  Advisory  Council  on  the  National 
Indian  Youth  Council  from  1972  to  1990. 

"He  believed  passionately  in  the  worth  of  the  native  past  and  the 
importance  of  an  Indian  future,  " said  Rick  West,  director  of  the  National 
Museum  of  the  American  Indian  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  Washington, 
DC. 

West,  who  had  known  Ortiz  for  30  years,  said  his  friend  "involved  himself 
throughout  his  lifetime  in  activities  that  went  far  beyond  the  profession 
for  which  he  was  trained." 

Ortiz  is  survived  by  two  daughters,  Dulliana  Ortiz  of  San  Diego,  Elena 
Ortiz  of  Santa  Fe;  a son,  Nico  Ortiz  of  Chicago;  two  sisters,  Sylvia  Medina 
of  San  Duan  Pueblo,  Louisa  Montoya,  of  Inglewood,  Calif.;  and  numerous 
nieces  and  nephews. 

- "RE:  Prof.  Alfonso  Ortiz  Death"  

Date:  Fri,  31  Ian  1997  14:18:26  -0800 
From: 

Sub j : Prof.  Alfonso  Ortiz  Death 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Letter  from  Moscow 
Mark  N.  Trahant 
Feb.  1,  1997 

Three  decades  ago,  a young  scholar  told  students  at  a university  lecture 
series  about  the  need  for  American  Indian  heroes.  "This  country  has 
honored  too  long  the  war  chiefs.  There  is  also  a tradition  of  peace  chiefs 
who  deserve  to  be  memorialized  and  honored,"  said  the  lecturer,  an 
anthropologist  by  the  name  of  Alfonso  Ortiz. 

Ortiz  died  this  week.  I am  writing  this  column  because  somehow  Ortiz'  death 
escaped  notice  by  the  national  news  media.  It  should  not  have.  Ortiz  was  a 
peace  chief.  He  contributed  volumes  to  the  understanding  of  native  culture. 

Ortiz  was  born  April  30,  1939,  at  San  luan  Pueblo  in  northern  New  Mexico. 

He  said  one  of  his  early  teachers  was  his  grandmother,  "who  taught  me  that 
if  I couldn't  explain  what  I was  doing  in  the  Tewa  language,  it  probably 
wasn't  worth  doing." 

He  received  his  undergraduate  degree  at  University  of  New  Mexico.  Then  on 
to  the  University  of  Chicago  for  his  master's  and  doctorate  in  anthropology. 
He  taught  at  Princeton  and  Rutgers  before  returning  to  his  native  New  Mexico 
in  1974.  He  wrote  and  edited  numerous  books,  including  his  signature  work. 

The  Tewa  World:  Space,  Time,  Being  and  Becoming  in  a Pueblo  Society. 

As  an  anthropologist,  Ortiz  looked  at  ancient  people  in  the  context  of 
today.  He  asked  in  a 1994  essay,  for  example,  if  there  was  any  such 
"people"  as  the  Pueblos.  "After  all,  the  term  Pueblos  today  encompasses 
some  forty  thousand  people  speaking  six  mutually  unintelligible  languages 
and  occupying  thirty-odd  villages  stretched  along  a rough  crescent  of  more 
than  four  hundred  miles,"  Ortiz  wrote  in  the  book.  "This  question  has  to  be 
at  the  heart  of  any  discussion  about  cultural  survival." 


Ortiz  looked  at  the  anthropology  of  the  living;  he  viewed  Pueblo  society 
through  a two-thousand  year  prism.  "Pueblos  have  never  been  displaced 
from  their  homelands,  something  almost  unique  among  Northa  American 
Indian  groups  . . . after  more  than  four  centuries  of  European  exploration 
and  colonization,  most  of  the  Pueblo  people  still  live  in  places  of  their  own 
choosing.  The  importance  of  this  for  cultural  survival  cannot  be 
overemphasized,  for,  indeed,  we  might  say  that  the  Pueblos  only  believe  in 
what  they  see  and  experien 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  Innu-Lj  Uptowne,  Minn-Ind  & 
NATIVE-L  listserversj  Newsgroups:  soc . culture . native, alt . native, alt . prisons, 
alt . activism, ape . indig. info, igc . indig. survival;  UUCP  & genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include j in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  bow  to  no  man  for  I am  considered  a prince  among  my  own  people. 

But  I will  gladly  shake  your  hand." 

Chief  Joseph  Brantj  Mohawkj  to  King  George  III 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

| i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  ConfederacieSj  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution j [ 

t so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  RenOj  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Normally,  this  space  is  reserved  for  words  from  my  heart.  In  fact,  it 
is  the  only  part  of  the  newsletter  that  can  be  attributed  to  me.  The 
rest  is  gifts  from  others  that  I may  or  may  not  agree  with,  but  are  of 
interest  to  the  community  this  newsletter  is  dedicated  to. 

In  this  issue  even  this  space  will  not  be  my  words.  I received  a letter 
that  is  too  important  and  that  I have  also  received  permission  to  share. 

It  does  echo  words  of  my  heart,  and  that  is  why  it  is  here. 

Lora  Dika-Ni  Czarnowsky  writes: 

O' siyo  Gary: 

Thanks  again  for  forwarding  the  address  for  Helmina  in  Little  Eagle.  I 
was  able  to  ship  14  boxes  of  coats,  gloves  etc  out  yesterday  afternoon.  I 
hope  they  will  find  some  comfort  in  these  items.  I will  admit  the  shipping 
costs  wiped  me  out  so  I will  need  to  wait  a little  while  before  I can  do 
another  shipment.  But  I WILL  do  another  one  as  soon  as  I can.  I understand 
that  there  was  another  urgent  request  for  help  from  Germaine  Tremmel  of  the 

Lakota/Dakota  of  Standing  Rock well,  looks  like  I'll  be  scraping  my 

pennies  together  to  try  to  help  them  a little.  I wish  I would  just  win  the 
lottery  so  I could  just  take  care  of  these  good  people ...  something  the 
government  doesn't  chose  to  do! 

I'm  so  frustrated  with  so  many  on  this  lovely  internet.  They  want  to 
talk  their  big  words  about  being  Indian  and  relating  to  the  traditional  way 
of  life  and  how  they  are  there  to  help  all  the  Indians  but  when  the  need  is 
there. . .where  the  hell  are  they?  Sometimes  I just  want  to  scream!  If  each 
and  everyone  one  of  those  people  who  read  your  newsletter  or  read  Native- L 
or  read  FN  would  just  get  off  their  butts  and  mail  a check  for  $5.00  or 
mail  a box  of  warm  things  ...what  a difference  that  would  make!!  But  do  you 
suppose  they'll  do  it??  I doubt  it  and  that's  so  very  sad!  You  are  supposed 
to  take  care  of  your  brothers  and  sisters  but  so  few  want  to  back  up  their 
words  with  actions.. It  makes  me  want  to  just  sign  off  the  internet  and  walk 
away ! 

Thanks  for  listening  to  my  rantings  and  thanks  for  doing  all  YOU  do! 

In  Unity: 

Dika-Ni 

Thank  you  Lora! 

I did  receive  word  from  Pine  Ridge  checks  were  received  from  the 
following: 

Pat  Talley,  Lewisville  TX,  Kelton  and  Monta  Moore  , Vista  Ca  92083  and  W. 
Robert  and  3.  Kay  Totten,  Clarkston  WA.  I do  not  mean  to  embarass  these 
people,  but  at  this  writing  only  they  have  helped  the  elders  in  Pine  Ridge. 
It  is  very  cold  there.  The  money  was  immediately  rushed  to  the  reservation 
so  it  could  be  used  immediately  to  provide  heat. 

The  people  who  sent  this  money  may  never  know  the  lives  they  could  have 
possibly  saved,  but  I assure  you,  the  names  of  each  of  these  people  with 
such  beautiful  hearts  were  carried  to  the  elders  making  sure  they  know  who 
loved  them  enough  to  sacrifice  for  their  well  being.  The  blankets  and 
clothing  that  is  being  sent  will  save  lives.  Not  "might"  - "will". 

Bill  Tyrrell  contacted  me  for  addresses.  He  is  shipping  a bunch  of  winter 
clothes  and  blankets  to  the  elders. 

Grandfather  has  seen  honor  with  these  people,  and  he  shall  bless  their 
lives  for  it. 

To  all  who  have  given.  Thank  you! 

Here  are  some  addresses  for  those  still  wanting  to  help: 


PO  Box  8392 

Rapid  City,  SD  57709 

Checks  made  out  to  Wapaha  Canku  Luta 

(a  Lakota  nonprofit  organization) 

or  to  Doe  Chasing  Horses 

The  Dakota  Sovereign  Traditional  Oyate 
PO  Box  732 

Fort  Yates,  North  Dakota 
58538 


Blackfeet  Tribe 
PO  Box  850 
Browning,  MT  59417 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 

===w=w=== 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Peltier/Tulsa  Conference 

- Hopi/Navajo  Land  Dispute 

- Navajo  Forced  Removal 

- Norma  Dean  Croy  is  Free 

- Some  of  the  Talk 

- Yellowstone  Bison 

- Montana  Not  Threatened 

- Royal  Commission  3-6 

- Working  At  Voisey's  Bay 

- Pocahontas  Descendants'  Land 

- Huron  Indian  Cemetery 

- Senator  Dohn  McCain  at  the  NCAI 

- Pai  Ohana  Faces  Eviction 

- Peace  Delegate  Seeks  Help 

- Obtaining  Eagle  Feathers 

- Tobacco  Education  Volunteers 

- Poem:  Defenders  of  the  Shuswap  Nations 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Disaster  at  Standing  Rock 

- F . B . I . /Leonard  Peltier/Robert  Black 

- Robert  Black  Response 

- Sisters  Sent  to  Male  Prison 

- Indians  Achieve  Landmark  Decision 

- Assistance  Needed  to  Rescue  Graves 

- Support  of  Zapatistas 

- Keweenaw  Bay 

- Ts'peten  Defenders  Trial  Update 

- Respect  Among  Natural  People 


— "RE:  Peltier/Tulsa  Conference"  

Date:  Thu,  6 Feb  1997  11:44:39  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Peltier/Tulsa  Conference: 

UUCP  email 

Thanks  to  Ishgooda: 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
Danuary  25,  1997 

"A  four  day  Worldwide  Clemency  Conference  for  Leonard  Peltier's  Freedom 
is  scheduled  Dune  19-22,  1997  at  the  Tulsa  Creek  Community  Center  in  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,"  announces  Dennis  D.  Banks,  "Bring  Peltier  Home"  Campaign 
Director  and  AIM's  National  Field  Director. 

Peltier  Support  Groups  from  around  the  world  will  gather  to  present  reports 
on  their  activities  and  to  discuss  strategy.  If  Peltier  is  released  by  this 
date,  he  will  address  the  conference  and  the  focus  will  be  indigenous 
issues,  the  environment,  and  human  rights. 

The  agenda  will  include  reports  from  the  different  countries  represented. 


presentations  by  Peltier's  trial  lawyers  and  Native  American  teachers,  as 
well  as  showings  of  the  Robert  Redford  documentary  "Incident  at  Oglala"  and 
PBS's  "Warrior;  the  life  of  Leonard  Peltier"  by  Suzie  Bear. 

Send  a business-size  SASE  to  BPH  Campaign,  P.0.  Box  315,  Newport,  Kentucky, 
41071  requesting  a registration  packet.  The  pre-registration  fee  is  $32.00 
(for  four  days).  Primitive  camping  is  available. 

"RE : Hopi/Navajo  Land  Dispute"  

Date:  Fri,  7 Feb  1997  12:53:31  -0700  (MST) 

From:  dh88691@goodnet.com  (THURSDAY/3on  Norstog) 

Sub j : Hopi/Navajo  "Land  Dispute" 

UUCP  email 

NAVA30-H0PI  "LAND  DISPUTE"  UPDATE:  FEB.  7,  1997 

I just  got  back  from  Council  chambers  in  Window  Rock,  over  the  hill 
from  our  house.  Council  adjourned  its  special  session  on  the  Navajo-Hopi 
land  settlement  - the  Agreement  in  Principle,  proposed  accommodation 
agreement,  and  P.L.  104-301.  The  session  ran  all  week  and  featured 
testimony  by  many  of  the  elders  and  youth  of  the  "disputed  lands".  Lee 
Phillips  and  Katherine  Flazard  also  testified  on  Monday. 

The  administration  had  a resolution  prepared  ahead  of  time.  It 
essentially  approved  the  land  settlement,  advised  the  families  to  sign 
accommodation  agreements,  and  requested  authority  for  the  (NN)  President  to 
sign  on  behalf  of  those  families  who  refused  to  sign  on  their  own.  This 
resolution  was  put  before  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission  last  week  and 
tabled,  denying  President  Hale  of  standing  committee  support. 

On  Monday  evening  Council  grilled  Mr.  Hale  and  Attorney  General 
Yazzie  on  a number  of  issues.  The  Atty.  General  was  asked  if  the  Navajo 
Nation  supported  the  eviction  of  families  from  the  HPL  (the  "disputed  lands" 
area).  Mr.  Yazzie  answered,  "that  has  already  been  agreed  to"  - it  was  on 
television,  Navajo  language  channel  5 even. 

Yesterday  about  2 PM,  after  testimony  was  finished.  Council  went 
into  closed  session  to  discuss  three  of  four  proposed  resolutions,  including 
CD-107-94,  "the  Mother  of  All  Resolutions",  which  had  declared  the  Agreement 
in  Principle  void  and  directed  the  President  to  negotiate  a new  agreement. 

It  took  until  after  8 PM  to  work  out  language.  Council  amended  and 
reaffirmed  CD-107-94.  The  new  provisions  include  a position  that 
accommodation  agreements  should  be  negotiated  at  the  community  or  extended 
family  level  wherever  possible;  that  the  agreements  be  specific  and  binding 
in  permitting  traditional  land  use  and  religious  activities;  that  the  march 
31,  1997  deadline  be  extended  to  allow  this  process  to  work  itself  out.  The 
amended  CD-107-94  strongly  opposes  forced  relocation  or  eviction  and  directs 
the  President  to  appeal  directly  to  President  CLinton,  or  if  that  doesn't 
work,  to  the  U.N  Human  Rights  Commission,  to  stop  any  attempted  eviction. 

The  resolution  is  still  being  typed  up  and  will  be  available  in 
final  form  today  or  Monday.  I will  write  at  length  then, 
jn 


"RE;  Navajo  Forced  Removal"  

Date:  Mon,  10  Feb  1997  09:33:49  -0600 

From:  Chris  Spotted  Eagle  <cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : Navajo  Forced  Removal 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

FYI:  Twin  Cities  Dineh  Coalition  & Native  American  Rainbow  Network  (flyer) 
On  April  1,  1997,  the  United  States  Government  plans  to  forcibly  relocate 
over  2,000  Dineh  (Navajo)  people  off  their  traditional  homelands  at  Big 
Mountain,  Arizona. 

This  genocidal  relocation  of  the  Dineh  clearly  demonstrates  the  U.  S. 
Government's  total  lack  of  regard  for  indigenous  communities,  in  that  the 
Government  is  trying  to  paint  the  militant  removal  of  families  as  a "land 


dispute  between  the  Dineh  and  Hop  Tribal  Councils. 

The  reality  behind  the  land  dispute  is  that  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company 
wants  to  continue  raping  Big  Mountain  of  her  coal,  mineral  and  possibly 
uranium  deposits. 

"Without  the  land  we  are  no  longer  the  Dineh,  the  People  of  the  Earth 
Surface."  explains  a member  of  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation. 

Twin  Cities  Activists  demand  a stop  to  this  genocidal  relocation  of  the 
Dineh,  and  we  call  on  the  United  Nations  to  denounce  this  action  by  the 
U.  S.  Government. 

Please  lend  your  support  in  a call  to  action:  Rally,  Tuesday,  February 
11,  1997  noon  to  4pm  at  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  331  Second  Ave  South, 
Minneapolis.  This  day  is  the  last  day  to  legally  stop  the  relocation. 

Endorsements:  International  Indian  Treaty  Council,  AIM,  Earth  First!, 

Food  Not  Bombs,  Greenpeace,  Woman  Against  Military  Madness. 

Contact:  Dineh  Coalition  (Becca  or  Whitney)  612-377-9489  or  Rainbow  Network 

(Paul)  6121-825-7071  from  8-10pm 

Chris  Spotted  Eagle 

cseagle@maroon .tc . umn . edu 

Voi:  612/377-4212 

Fax:  612/377-7020 

"RE : Norma  lean  Croy  is  Free"  

Date:  8 Feb  1997  00:12:16  GMT 

Sub  j : URGENT:  Norma  lean  Croy  is  Free  as  of  1:30PM  Today! 

From:  amt@teleport.com 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native, alt . prisons, alt . activism 
Greetings  to  Everyone! 

After  several  days  of  nerve  wracking  suspense  and  19  years  of 
incarceration  NORMA  DEAN  CROY  IS  FREE.  We  officially  received  word  at 
8:30  AM  this  morning  from  the  Norma  Dean  Croy  Defense  Committee,  San 
Francisco,  CA  that  Norma  Dean  Croy  was  FREED  today  at  1:30PM  (PST).  Her 
lawyer  and  several  of  her  supporters  met  her  at  the  Chowchilla,  CA  prison 
to  pick  her  up. 

Congratulations  to  Norma  Dean  and  the  Defense  Committee  for  enduring 
almost  2 decades  of  stress,  endless  paper  work,  bureaucracy,  fundraising, 
public  awareness,  and  injustice  - all  to  get  to  this  defining  moment  in 
history.  We  honor  your  hard  work  and  fortitude,  because  this  is  one  of 
the  few  instances  of  justice  for  Indigenous  peoples  - thank  you  for  all 
your  incredible  work  and  strong  spirit! 

I am  including  a quick  synopsis  (see  below)  by  Dan  Herzog  of  the  Norma 
Dean  Croy  Defense  Committee  sent  to  us  yesterday,  in  lieu  of  an  official 
press  release  to  be  posted  at  a later  date.  Everyone  is  very  excited  - 
the  Defense  Committee  has  worked  for  19  years  to  seek  justice  for  Norma 
Dean  Croy. 

To  find  out  more  about  Norma  Dean  Croy's  case,  please  go  to  the  Norma  Dean 
Croy  Defense  Committee's  website  at 
http: //www. teleport . com/~amt /planet peace/ norma/ . 

In  the  Spirit  of  Friendship, 

Andrea 

Web-Diva,  Planet  Peace 
|>Here's  a quick  synopsis. 

|>  We've  been  trying  to  seek  justice  in  the  federal  courts  and  were  to  the 
| >point  of  getting  an  evidentiary  hearing  last  summer  to  see  if  she  had  been 
| >given  a fair  trial  in  the  first  place. 

|>  Then  Clinton  signed  the  anti-terrorism  bill  and  the  attorney  general 
|>raised  the  issue  in  court  so  her  case  ground  to  a halt.  Our  lawyers  yelled 
| >at  the  attorney  general  and  for  some  reason  he  capitulated  and  said  that 
| >he  would  sign  a stipulation  to  withdraw  the  issue  of  the  anti-terrorism 
| >bill  if  Norma  Dean  would  agree  to  not  have  an  evidentiary  hearing  but 


| >instead  allow  the  magistrate  judge  to  decide  the  issue  based  only  on  the 
| >papers  submitted. 

|>  Eventually  this  is  exactly  what  happened  and  in  November  there  was  a 
| >phone  status  conference  with  Norma  lean's  lawyers,  the  attorney  general 
| >and  the  magistrate  judge.  At  that  time  the  judge  said  he  didn't  need  to 
| >see  any  more  papers  and  that  he  was  willing  to  sign  an  order  saying  that 
| >her  convictions  were  to  be  overturned  based  on  the  issues  such  as  that  she 
| >had  poor  counsel  at  her  first  trial,  there  was  evidence  that  was  never 
|>submitted,  etc.  We  were  ecstatic. 

|>  By  December  4th  the  magistrate  Judge  and  the  senior  Judge  had  signed  the 
|>order.  Then  it  was  just  a waiting  game.  The  attorney  general  had  30  days 
|>(until  January  6th)  to  decide  that  he  was  going  to  go  back  on  his  word  and 
| >the  district  attorney  in  Siskiyou  County  had  60  days  (until  February  3rd) 

| >to  decide  if  they  wanted  to  retry  Norma  Jean. 

|>  Well  those  days  have  come  and  gone  and  today  the  DA  faxed  Norma  Jean's 
| >lawyer  a letter  saying  that  he  did  not  intend  to  retry  her.  So  now  she 
| >i s a free  woman  trapped  in  the  bureaucracy  of  the  Board  of  Prison  Terms  in 
| California . We  are  trying  to  wrestle  her  from  their  grip.  There  is  a 
| >chance  that  we  will  be  getting  her  tomorrow  or  Friday. 

| >1  just  wanted  you  to  know. 

| >Peace  and  In  a successful  struggle  - Jan  Herzog 
| >Norma  Jean  Croy  Defense  Committee 

Andrea  M.  Thein  Indigenous  Community  Internet  Project 

Director,  Planet  Peace  http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 

email:  amt@teleport.com  PO  Box  487,  Ashland,  OR  97520  541-858-6485 

I must  fight  with  all  my  strength  so  that  the  little  positive  things 
that  my  health  allows  me  to  do  might  be  pointed  towards  helping  the 
Revolution,  the  only  real  reason  for  living.  --Frida  Kahlo 

- — "RE:  Some  of  the  Talk"  

Date:  31  Jan  97  10:45:00 

From:  FROSTY.DEERE@igloo.magicnet.com  (FROSTY  DEERE) 

Sub j : Some  of  the  talk  going  around. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Well  the  newest  debate  is  about  what  is  legal  or  illegal. 

See  to  those  of  you  that  are  reading  this  echo  for  the  first  time,  we 
are  talking  about  the  idea  that  Quebec  wants  to  have  a vote  for  the  third 
time  on  separating  from  Canada. 

On  one  side  we  have  the  those  that  think  this  is  a great  idea. 

On  the  other  side  we  have  those  that  think  the  idea  sucks. 

In  between  we  have  the  native  population  which  have  pointed  out  they 
could  careless  what  the  vote  by  the  non-natives  say  on  the  question  of 
separation . 

Then  we  have  those  that  are  saying  if  you  have  the  right  to  separate, 
then  so  do  we. 

Which  leaves  the  other  side  who  happens  to  be  the  present  elected 
government  to  say,  "No  you  can  not  breakup  the  province  of  Quebec". 

Which  then  brings  up  the  argument,  that  if  you  have  the  right,  so  do  we. 
Then  up  pops  a person  called  "Jacques  Brassard"  who  said  in  1992  and 
again  this  past  week. 

"If  they  do  not  respect  the  laws  of  Quebec,  the  state  will  simply  see 
to  it  the  the  laws  are  respected....  A modern  state  possesses  the  means  to 
enforce  that  laws  voted  democratically  ...  are  respected." 

In  other  words  the  outlaw  regime  would  use  force  against  regions  of 
Quebec  that  chose  to  abide  by  the  Canadian  Constitution. 

The  other  points  out  that  without  legal  frame  work  they  don't  have  a 
democracy. 

So  we  have  at  the  present  a lot  of  lip  service  and  that  could  lead  to 
chaos  in  the  near  future. 

Then  we  have  people  saying  that  what  Brassard  has  said  is  nothing 


more  than  a lie. 

Well,  right  now  that  is  a short  idea  of  the  problem  facing  those  of  us 
that  live  here  in  Quebec  and  are  moving  away  out  of  fear. 

Each  day  this  government  is  using  the  threats  to  force  people  to  move 
out  of  fear  for  the  future. 

A good  point  is  that  44%  of  all  businesses  failing  in  Canada  are 
here  in  Quebec. 

With  the  addition  of  people  moving  this  rate  is  going  to  increase. 

So  the  governments  in  both  Canada  and  Quebec  are  playing  mind  games 
on  the  people.  Its  war,  and  the  game  is  to  get  people  so  upset  that  they 
will  react  in  some  way  that  will  benefit  one  side  or  the  other. 

Quebec  by  getting  people  to  move  and  leave  so  they  can  reduce  the 
number  of  voters  that  would  say  NO  ! 

Ottawa  by  showing  those  that  would  vote  YES,  that  all  this  means  less 
people,  less  land,  less  everything  and  that  separation  is  not  as  great  as 
those  would  like  to  say  it  is. 

So  in  between  we  have  the  native  population,  and  part  of  those  that 
have  a major  claim  are  the  Cree. 

See  the  land  that  the  Cree  live  on  is  a major  part  of  the  separation 
plan.  Its  rich  with  WATER,  and  RIVERS.  Which  are  all  great  areas  to  build 
HYDRO  power  stations  and  sell  this  power  to  the  rest  of  North  America. 

So  anyone  that  tells  Quebec  that  those  that  do  not  want  to  separate 
and  the  have  the  numbers  to  vote  no,  have  a right  to  not  to  do  so. 

This  leave  the  Cree  in  a very  dangerous  position  and  one  very  good 
reason  that  Hydro  has  its  own  armed  police  force. 

If  the  government  of  Quebec  were  to  separate,  its  future  plans 
include  the  construction  of  these  dams  on  Cree  land.  If  they  fail  in  doing 
so,  the  ideas  they  have  been  dreaming  about  will  vanish. 

So  the  question  is  just  how  far  are  they  willing  to  go  to  force  the 
Cree  to  remain  within  Quebec  ? 

By  telling  the  world  we  treat  our  native  people  better  than  Canada 
is  not  going  to  win  any  votes. 

It  is  high  time  that  people  living  in  North  America  start  to 
understand  that  the  natives  of  1492  are  not  the  same  people  that  one  can 
just  brush  aside  and  plant  a flag  in  the  soil  and  say  this  is  ours. 

The  Cree  and  it  brother  and  sister  Nations  have  just  as  much  if  not 
more  right  to  maintaining  treaties,  and  land  claim  as  those  French  voters 
have.  If  they  have  the  right  to  leave,  the  native  people  have  to  the  right 
to  say  "We  are  not  going  nor  do  want  to  be  apart  of  you  future  nation." 

That  as  native  people  we  have  the  right  to  make  a choice,  and  in  this 
case  we  choose  Canada  as  partners. 

The  native  people  of  Quebec  are  not  cattle,  that  one  can  move  from 
one  side  to  the  other. 

The  people  of  Canada  have  been  saying  for  years,  why  can't  the 
natives  be  like  us.  Well  in  this  case  they  can  be,  by  letting  those  that 
want  to  remain  within  Canada  as  satellite  nations  and  with  resources  that  are 
controlled  by  the  natives  on  the  lands  they  have. 

Imagine,  the  Mohawks  of  Kahnawake  would  no  longer  need  permission  to 
open  a Casino  or  police  themselves  with  Quebec  and  Ottawa  approval. 

That  the  Cree  could  look  for  investments  to  build  its  own  power 
stations  and  sell  it  to  those  that  need  it. 

That  the  Cree  would  run  its  own  affairs,  and  those  that  want  to  hunt 
can  and  those  that  want  to  work  in  power  stations  can. 

Separation  in  this  case  would  be  wonderful  for  the  native  people  of 
Quebec  because  they  could  truly  be  free  to  be  Nations  according  to  the 
treaties  that  were  signed  many  years  ago. 

Peace  and  goodnight. 

"RE : Montana  Not  Threatened"  

Date:  Sat,  08  Feb  97  23:05:14  -0600 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

Sub j : Montana  not  threatened 


UUCP  email 


URGENT  TO  THE  LIST: 

A VICTORY  FOR  OUR  EFFORTS!!  APHIS  has  written  the  state  of  Montana  and 
assured  them  that  their  no-brucellosis  status  will  not  be  revoked.  This  is 
primarily  due  to  the  outrage  expressed  over  the  slaughter.  Way  to  go!! 

But  we  still  have  to  keep  pressure  on  the  state  of  Montana,  they  haven't 
stopped  killing  the  buffalo  yet.  Call  these  numbers  below  and  DEMAND  that 
they  stop.  They  no  longer  have  any  reason  to  kill  the  buffalo,  but  are  still 
doing  so. 

+ State  Governor  Mark  Racicot,  (406)  444-3111  (wk) 

(406)  444-5543  (hm)  Call  anytime. 

Fax  (406)  444-5529 
+ Secretary  Larry  Peterson,  MDOL, (406)  444-2023 

Fax  (406)  444-1929 
+ State  Vet  MDOL  Clarence  Siroky  (406)  444  2043 

+ Montana  Travel  Bureau  1-800-847-4868  (No  more  visits  till  the  slaughter 
stops) 

+ Senators  Max  Baucus  at  max@baucus.senate.gov 

Conrad  Burns  at  conrad_burns@burns.senate.gov 


Also  the  USDA  and  APHIS  should  be  commended  on  their  attempt  to  save  the 
buffalo  with  this  announcement.  We  were  quick  to  voice  our  displeasure,  and 
they  responded  to  our  desires.  Let's  not  forget  to  acknowledge  their 
efforts  and  thank  them.  The  following  numbers  can  be  used  for  this: 
Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Dan  Glickman,  202-720-3631. 

fax-  202  720  2166 
e-mail:  agsec@usda.gov 
APHIS 

Director  202-720-3668 

Dr  Bob  Nervig  303-784-6201 

Stewart  McDonnald  303-784-6238  (w-thur) 

303-969-6560  (m-tue)  (fri-P) 


Here  is  their  announcement: 

Prepared  for  the  Web:  Friday,  February  07,  1997,  09:06  PM 

State's  no-brucellosis  status  not  threatened 

By  30E  KOLMAN 
Gazette  Bozeman  Bureau 
The  Billings  Gazette 

BOZEMAN  - Montana  would  retain  its  brucellosis-free  status  even  if 
pregnant  bison  carrying  the  disease  are  allowed  on  lands  to  be  used  by 
cattle  in  the  spring,  federal  officials  said  Friday. 

In  a four-page  letter  to  Gov.  Marc  Racicot,  officials  of  the  USDA's 
Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service  detailed  last  month's 
proposal  to  limit  the  killing  of  Yellowstone  Park  bison,  which  Racicot  at 
the  time  called  "a  mile  wide  and  an  inch  deep." 

With  the  number  of  bison  killed  in  the  name  of  disease  control  this  winter 
standing  at  about  800  and  a harsh  winter  taking  its  toll.  Park  Service 
officials  fear  that  the  bison  population  may  drop  below  the  number  needed 
to  sustain  the  last  free-roaming  herd  in  the  country.  The  most  recent  count 
estimates  that  2,100  bison  remain,  compared  to  a population  of  3,400  at  the 
start  of  this  winter. 

Under  the  proposal,  bison  would  be  allowed  to  graze  on  public  land  in  the 
Horse  Butte  area  near  West  Yellowstone  and  other  Gallatin  National  Forest 
land  near  Gardiner. 

There  are  no  cattle  in  the  areas  proposed  for  bison  grazing,  officials 
said,  and  cattle  are  not  expected  to  be  there  before  April  30.  Two  months 
would  be  enough  time  for  any  bacteria  left  by  the  bison  to  die,  the  letter 
said . 

But  Montana  state  veterinarian  Clarence  Siroky  has  said  brucellosis  can 
survive  for  months  when  frozen. 

Neither  Racicot  nor  state  Livestock  Department  officials  could  be 


reached  for  comment  Friday. 

The  plan  also  calls  for  agreements  with  landowners  to  allow  the  moving 
of  bison  from  private  land  to  public  land  where  there  are  no  cattle. 

"We  are  not  proposing  to  allow  bison  on  private  land  where  there  are 
livestock/'  the  letter  said.  "Rather,  we  are  proposing  that  shooting  need 
not  be  the  technique  of  first  choice  when  bison  are  on  private  land  where 
there  are  not  cattle." 

Much  of  the  controversy  over  the  brucellosis-free  status  stems  from 
previous  threats  by  the  Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service  to 
withdraw  the  disease-free  distinction,  which  could  cost  the  cattle  industry 
millions  of  dollars. 

APHIS  administrator  Terry  Medley  endorsed  Friday's  plan  saying, 

"These  measures  will  help  get  us  through  the  winter  and  into  the  spring 
while  protecting  cattle  from  the  spread  of  brucellosis." 

In  the  "unlikely  event"  bison  and  cattle  mingle,  officials  said  the  cattle 
would  be  quarantined  and  tested.  If  the  mingling  cattle  and  adjacent 
herds  remained  disease-free,  the  federal  status  would  be  unchanged,  the 
plan  said.  And  even  if  the  cattle  herd  were  infected,  the  letter  said,  the 
status  would  remain  intact  if  the  cattle  were  killed  and  no  evidence  of  the 
disease  were  found  in  neighboring  herds. 

APHIS  would  compensate  owners  whose  infected  livestock  or  bison  had 
to  be  destroyed,  officials  said. 

However,  the  letter  added  that  it  is  unknown  how  states  that  buy 
Montana  cattle  would  react  to  the  plan. 

In  addition  to  Medley,  the  letter  was  signed  by  Roger  Kennedy,  the 
director  of  the  National  Park  Service,  and  Mike  Dombeck,  who  heads 
the  Forest  Service. 

Federal  officials  also  said  they  are  willing  to  help  the  state  improve 
its  capture  facility  near  West  Yellowstone,  and  they  endorsed  a quarantine 
site  in  the  state  for  bison  and  said  some  groomed  roads  in  the  park  may 
be  closed  to  recreational  use  to  prevent  bison  migration. 

(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 

\ o ~ / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 
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800  Yellowstone  Bison  Slaughtered  so  far  this  Winter! 
by  Drusha  L.  Mayhue 

This  winter  the  state  of  Montana  has  shot  232  bison  near  West  Yellowstone 
and  559  have  been  shot  or  sent  to  slaughter  by  the  Park  Service  near  the 
north  entrance  of  Gardiner,  Montana.  This  puts  the  total  number  of  bison 
shot  or  slaughtered  at  791  as  of  February  5.  The  herd  of  Yellowstone  bison 
is  the  nation's  last  free-ranging  bison  population  and  are  the  remnant  of 
the  vast  herds  that  were  nearly  annihilated  in  the  19th  century.  Officials 
have  called  the  current  situation  the  "largest  slaughter  of  wild  bison  in 
this  century".  Some  biologists  fear  a collapse  in  the  bison  population.  In 
October  there  were  approximately  3500  bison  in  Yellowstone  NP.  On  February 
4 a survey  flight  counted  only  1982  bison  in  the  Park. 

The  bison  are  leaving  the  park  because  of  the  coldest  winter  on  record 
since  1943.  Arctic  freezes  separated  by  heavy  rains  have  encased  the  park 
in  ice  as  hard  as  cement.  The  bison  cannot  dig  beneath  the  snow  for  food 
and  are  forced  to  leave  the  park.  Additionally,  increased  snowmobiling 
accommodated  by  groomed  trails  have  made  it  easier  for  bison  to  exit  from 
Yellowstone  into  Montana.  While  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  claims 


that  the  bison  are  wandering  onto  neighboring  ranches,  a look  at  any  map 
shows  the  majority  are  wandering  onto  national  forest  land.  The  state  of 
Montana  is  taking  over  wildlife  management  on  national  public  lands!  And 
the  Park  Service  has  not  considered  the  effect  of  their  winter  use  program 
on  wildlife. 

The  reason  for  this  disgrace  is  the  fear  by  Montana  cattlemen  that 
Yellowstone  bison  carry  brucellosis,  which  if  passed  to  cattle,  could  cause 
them  to  abort  their  calves  and  force  a quarantine  on  Montana  cattle.  The 
facts  are: 

Elk  also  carry  brucellosis,  although  state  officials  rarely  admit  this. 

There  are  more  than  90,000  elk  in  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Area.  Montana 
makes  money  from  the  sale  of  hunting  licenses  given  for  elk  hunting. 

There  has  never  been  a documented  case  of  bison  or  elk  infecting  cattle 
with  brucellosis  in  the  wild. 

The  brucellosis  organism,  discharged  from  bison  cows  with  fetal  material, 
is  quickly  killed  in  direct  sunlight.  Scavengers  also  reduce  the  prevention 
of  infectious  tissues. 

Bull  bison  pose  virtually  no  threat  of  transmission. 

Please  write  or  call  the  Governor  of  Montana,  demand  that  he  put  a stop  to 
this  horrible  slaughter,  and  tell  him  you  won't  be  visiting  Montana  until 
they  stop  the  killing. 

Gov.  Marc  Racicot,  State  Capital  Helena,  Mt  59620,  406-444-3111 

Also  write  or  call  the  following  people  and  request  that  a stop  to  this 
needless  slaughter  be  issued  NOW! 

Sec.  of  the  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt,  Dept,  of  Interior,  1849  C Street  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20240,  202-208-7351 

Sec.  of  Agriculture  Dan  Glickman,  Dept  of  Agriculture,  14th  St.  and 
Independence  Ave.  SW,  Washington,  DC  20250,  202-720-3631 

Write  the  Superintendent  of  Yellowstone  NP  and  urge  him  to  stop  the 
slaughter,  to  allow  Yellowstone's  bison  to  use  surrounding  public  lands,  and 
to  consider  closing  Yellowstone  to  snowmobiles. 

Supt.  Mike  Finley,  Box  168,  Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wyo.  82190,  307-344- 
2002 

(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 

\ o ~ / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 

(A  A)  (Remember  Wounded  Knee) 
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Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 
Restructuring  the  Relationship 

Fair  Sharing:  A Plan 

For  many  years,  Canada  has  had  a land  claims  process.  Its  purpose  is  to 
allow  First  Nations  to  pursue  either  a specific  claim  for  example,  the 
return  of  reserve  land  improperly  sold  off  by  the  government  or  a 
comprehensive  claim  to  an  allotment  of  the  nation's  traditional  land  in 
a case  where  it  has  no  treaty  or  other  settlement  with  Canada. 

The  existing  land  claims  settlement  process  is  deeply  flawed: 

* It  assumes  that  no  Aboriginal  rights  apply  on  Crown  land  unless 
Aboriginal  nations  can  prove  otherwise.  This  position  is  at  odds 
with  the  doctrine  of  continuing  Aboriginal  title  and  with  the  duty  of 


the  Crown  to  protect  Aboriginal  interests. 

* The  government  of  Canada  controls  the  process.  It  acts  as 

defender  of  the  Crown's  interests  and  also  as  judge  and  jury  on 
claims.  This  is  a clear  conflict  of  interest,  since  it  considers  itself 
the  'loser'  when  a claim  is  settled  in  favour  of  Aboriginal  people. 

* The  process  is  not  generally  open  to  Metis  claims,  leaving  Metis 

people  without  a land  and  resource  base  and  with  no  way  of  settling 
their  grievances. 

* The  government  has  always  (except  in  one  instance)  required 

Aboriginal  claimants  to  give  up  or  'extinguish'  their  general 
Aboriginal  land  rights,  in  favour  of  specific  terms  laid  down  in  the 
settlement.  Aboriginal  people  cannot  accept  the  rupture  of  their 
special  relationship  with  their  lands  that  extinguishment  implies. 

A new  process  for  negotiating  the  fair  distribution  of  lands  and 
resources  is  long  overdue.  The  Commission  proposes  that  this  be 
handled  as  part  of  a new  treaty  process  (outlined  later  in  the  chapter) . 

The  process  would  result  in  three  categories  of  land  allocation: 

1.  Lands  selected  from  traditional  territories  that  would  belong 
exclusively  to  Aboriginal  nations  and  be  under  their  sole  control. 

2.  Other  lands  in  their  traditional  territories  that  would  belong  jointly 
to  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  governments  and  be  the  object  of 
shared  management  arrangements . 

3.  Land  that  would  belong  to  and  remain  under  the  control  of  the 
Crown  but  to  which  Aboriginal  people  would  have  special  rights,  such 
as  a right  of  access  to  sacred  and  historical  sites. 

The  third  one  would  be  the  largest  category  of  lands. 

As  a support  to  the  new  process,  we  are  recommending  establishment 
of  regional  treaty  commissions  and  an  Aboriginal  Lands  and  Treaties 
Tribunal . 

Regional  treaty  commissions  would  facilitate  and  support  treaty 
negotiations  but  would  not  conduct  negotiations  this  would  remain  the 
responsibility  of  political  leaders. 

The  tribunal  would  be  responsible,  first  and  foremost,  for  ensuring  that 
treaty  negotiations  were  carried  out  in  good  faith  and  financed  fairly. 
Second,  it  would  ensure  that  the  interests  of  all  parties  were  protected 
while  treaties  were  being  negotiated.  Third,  it  would  rule  on  discrete, 
specific  claims  that  are  capable  of  settlement  in  the  short  term. 

The  new  treaty  processes  we  propose  will  take  time  to  show  results. 

Steps  must  be  taken  in  the  meantime  to  provide  enough  lands  and 
resources  to  meet  Aboriginal  nations'  immediate  needs. 

* The  federal  government  can  help  First  Nations  add  to  their 

existing  land  base  by  (1)  allocating  all  land  promised  to  them  in 
existing  treaties;  (2)  returning  to  First  Nations  all  land  it  has 
expropriated  or  bought,  then  left  unused;  and  (3)  establishing  a fund 
to  help  Aboriginal  people  purchase  land  on  the  open  market. 

* Aboriginal  people  have  been  largely  excluded  from  the  resource 

industries  of  Canada  even  forestry  and  fisheries,  where  they  once 
played  a significant  part  in  the  labour  force.  Governments  can 
revise  their  policies  and  set  up  programs  to  increase  access  to 
natural  resources  for  Aboriginal  people. 

* Governments  can  continue  along  the  route  toward  co-management 

arrangements  with  Aboriginal  people.  The  goal  of  co-management 
is  shared  responsibility  for  and  benefits  from  particular  resources 
where  overlapping  interests  are  great,  such  as  fisheries  on  the  west 
coast,  forestry  in  many  regions,  and  all  resources  in  certain 
national  and  provincial  parks. 

Failure  to  redistribute  land  and  resources  will  doom  Aboriginal 
people  to  a state  of  dependency  on  other  Canadians  a sure  recipe 
for  grievance  on  both  sides. 

Economic  Development 

Aboriginal  people  want  to  make  a decent  living,  to  be  free  of 
dependence  on  others,  free  of  the  social  stigma  and  sense  of  personal 
failure  that  go  with  dependence,  and  free  of  the  debilitating  effects  of 
poverty.  Economic  self-reliance  will  let  them  thrive  as  individuals  and 


as  nations  and  make  their  new  governments  a success. 

The  historical  self-sufficiency  of  Aboriginal  people  and  nations  was 
destroyed  in  several  ways: 

* Their  control  over  their  lands  and  resources  was  diminished  or 

usurped . 

* New  forms  of  economic  activity  (agriculture,  manufacturing) 

were  monopolized  by  non-Aboriginal  people  and  businesses. 

* Governments  failed  to  live  up  to  the  spirit  and  intent  of  treaty 

promises  to  preserve  traditional  means  of  self-sufficiency  hunting, 
fishing,  trapping,  trading  and  to  help  Aboriginal  people  take  up  the 
trades  and  occupations  of  the  settlers  if  they  wished. 

* Legislation,  especially  the  Indian  Act,  interfered  with  economic 

activity  on  reserves  by  restricting  the  flow  of  capital  and  limiting 
the  decision-making  capacity  of  First  Nations  governments  and 
entrepreneurs . 

* Businesses,  industries  and  other  workplaces  have  begun  only 

recently  and  occasionally  to  welcome  and  accommodate 
Aboriginal  people  as  employees. 

* Education  and  training  facilities  have  begun  only  recently  and 

occasionally  to  support  Aboriginal  people  as  students,  with  the 
result  that  few  adults  are  equipped  to  compete  for  good  jobs. 

Several  factors  will  make  revitalization  of  Aboriginal  economies  a big 
challenge: 

* Inequality:  In  1991,  54  per  cent  of  Aboriginal  people  had  annual 

incomes  of  less  than  $10,000,  as  compared  to  34  per  cent  of 
Canadians  generally.  Unemployment  is  high,  and  it  has  risen 
noticeably  in  the  last  decade  as  the  size  of  the  youth  population  has 
swelled . 

* Rapid  labour  force  growth:  Higher  birth  rates  and  life  expectancy 

have  produced  a sharp  increase  in  the  Aboriginal  population  (see 
graph).  The  number  of  children  under  16  is  especially  high,  with 
sobering  implications  for  future  job  needs. 

* Variability:  Aboriginal  nations  are  located  all  over  the  country, 

from  east  to  west  and  north  to  south,  from  isolated  villages  to 
urban  enclaves.  Most  have  limited  natural  resources  at  their 
command,  although  many  have  riches  under  their  feet.  Economic 
activity  in  communities  ranges  from  traditional  harvesting  to 
modern  wage  work.  Economies  may  be  restricted  by  the  Indian  Act, 
assisted  by  federal  programs  or  outside  the  reach  of  both. 

Because  of  this  complexity,  means  and  strategies  to  achieve  self- 
reliance  will  vary.  No  single  economic  development  plan  or  program 
will  work. 

Ownership  of  lands  and  resources  is  essential  to  create  income  and 
wealth  for  Aboriginal  individuals  and  nations.  But  ownership  is  not 
enough.  Communities  and  nations  that  want  to  control  the  wealth 
available  from  their  resources  don't  want  to  leave  operation  of  their 
economies  to  outside  specialists.  The  challenge  of  skills  development 
to  meet  the  demands  of  both  modern  and  traditional  economic  activity 
is  just  beginning  to  be  met  in  Aboriginal  communities. 

Federal,  provincial  and  territorial  governments  should  co-operate  to 
stimulate  economic  vitality  in  both  the  traditional  and  the  modern 
sector  so  that  all  Aboriginal  people  have  the  chance  to  make  a 
reasonable  living,  whether  as  a carver  in  Cape  Dorset,  a teacher  in 
Saskatoon,  or  a part-time  trapper  and  radio  technician  in  Moose 
Factory. 

Recent  progress  in  economic  development  gives  rise  to  hope  for  a 
brighter  future.  But  the  challenge  of  turning  pockets  of  progress  into  a 
broad  transformation  of  economic  life  for  Aboriginal  people  remains 
immense. 

Levers  of  Economic  Change 

Transforming  Aboriginal  economies  from  dependence  to  self-reliance 
will  not  be  easy.  The  greatest  boost  for  most  nations  will  come  from 
access  to  a fair  share  of  lands  and  resources. 

The  results  of  recent  land  claims  settlements  suggest  that  nations  will 


use  their  timber,  minerals,  fish,  wildlife  and  other  resources  to  create 
jobs,  bring  in  revenue,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  a diversified  economy. 
Access  to  resources  is  the  key,  but  increasing  the  land  and  resource 
base  is  not  enough.  Other  strategies  are  needed  too. 

Regaining  Control 

As  things  stand.  Aboriginal  communities  are  subject  to  a changing 
array  of  economic  development  programs,  most  of  them  managed 
from  distant  government  offices.  They  must  tailor  their  ideas  for 
stimulating  the  economy  to  program  criteria  set  by  external 
authorities . 

We  call  on  federal  and  provincial  governments  to  enter  into  long-term 
development  agreements  with  Aboriginal  nations  to  provide  support, 
advice  and  stable  funding  for  economic  development.  Aboriginal 
nations  would  design  programs,  make  investment  decisions,  and  be 
accountable  to  their  people  for  managing  these  resources. 

Regaining  control  of  economic  matters  without  the  human  resources 
and  capacity  to  manage  them  would  spell  trouble  for  Aboriginal 
nations.  They  must  be  helped  to  develop  the  personnel  and  the  regional 
and  national  institutions  they  need  to  invest  in  and  manage  businesses 
in  specific  sectors  resource  extraction  industries,  agriculture, 
communications,  tourism,  and  so  on. 

Business  Development 

Governments  have  worked  with  Aboriginal  entrepreneurs  to  help  make 
business  development  one  of  the  sparks  of  economic  growth  in 
Aboriginal  communities.  Many  have  demonstrated  their  capacity  to 
master  a wide  range  of  commercial  skills  as  individual  entrepreneurs 
and  as  managers  of  community-owned  businesses. 

* Levels  of  business  formation  have  been  high  in  recent  years. 

About  10  per  cent  of  Aboriginal  people  report  business  ownership 

or  income  from  self-employment. 

* Self-employment  has  increased  markedly  in  the  last  decade, 

particularly  among  Aboriginal  women. 

Entrepreneurs  face  the  same  challenges  everywhere:  the  need  to  plan, 
raise  money,  produce  a good  product  and  market  it  effectively.  But 
Aboriginal  entrepreneurs  face  other  obstacles  too:  limited  capital  for 
investment,  distrust  from  banks  and  other  financial  institutions, 
absence  of  local  business  services  and  advisers,  tiny  local  markets,  and 
sometimes  even  hostility  at  home  and  from  nearby  communities. 

Aboriginal  nations  have  had  perhaps  their  greatest  successes  through 
collectively  owned  enterprises  where  shares  in  the  company  are  held 
by  the  community  or  the  nation  government  on  behalf  of  its  members. 

Through  their  companies,  communities  run  regional  airlines.  They  are 
involved  in  forestry  management,  silviculture,  wood  harvesting  and 
processing.  They  run  grocery  stores  and  wholesale  food  distributing 
networks,  motels,  hotels,  bowling  alleys,  golf  courses  and  much  more. 

Some  have  had  a rough  ride  making  mistakes,  losing  investments, 
sometimes  experiencing  bankruptcy.  But  valuable  lessons  have  been 
learned,  and  there  are  now  scores  of  Aboriginal  people  with  the  skills 
and  confidence  to  manage  the  operations  of  modern  commercial 
enterprises . 

They,  and  those  who  would  follow  in  their  footsteps,  still  need  support. 
We  recommend  that  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  governments  work 
together  to  develop 

* improved  business  services 

* improved  access  to  loan  and  equity  capital,  including  the  creation 

of  a national  Aboriginal  development  bank 

* improved  access  to  markets 
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This  multi-part  series  will  be  presented  over  the  next  several  issues. 
My  thanks  to  Don  and  Paul  for  bringing  this  to  my  attention,  gary 
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Working  at  Voisey's  Bay 
by  Kanikuen  Nuna 

I arrived  with  another  fellow  at  the  Voisey's  Bay  camp  early  spring  1995. 

We  were  the  first  few  people  hired  from  our  community  of  Sheshatshiu.  There 
were  also  a few  more  from  Davis  Inlet.  We  started  our  morning  at  6:30  a.m. 
with  a wake-up  call.  Seven  to  nine  choppers  would  be  going  up  each  morning 
to  the  drill  sites  for  the  drillers'  shift  change.  They  worked  around  the 
clock  on  8 to  12-hour  shifts.  The  camp  personnel,  including  me,  worked 
8-hour  shifts,  7 days  a week  for  three  weeks  straight  and  then  we  got  10 
days  off  to  go  home.  I worked  there  from  April  to  Dune.  It  was  quite 
difficult  for  married  men  to  live  like  this  day-to-day.  We  constantly 
thought  about  our  children.  There  were  times  when  we  were  only  allowed  to 
phone  home  once  a week  for  five  minutes.  This  was  not  enough  time  to  talk  to 
the  family,  the  wife  and  the  kids. 

After  a couple  of  weeks,  I got  to  know  a few  of  the  other  people  I was 
working  with.  There  were  a few  I never  got  to  know.  We  were  probably  too 
busy,  I guess,  but  before  I left  in  Dune  I got  to  talk  to  a number  of  people 
there.  A few  of  the  guys  had  some  negative  things  to  say  about  how  people 
from  outside  were  taking  jobs  away  from  the  locals.  We  felt  we  were  capable 
of  doing  those  jobs.  I told  people  I thought  the  Innu  and  Inuit  could  handle 
the  jobs  and  that  the  foreman's  son  shouldn't  have  been  hired  for  a job  that 
the  people  from  our  small  communities  needed  to  support  their  families. 

People  were  being  hired  because  they  were  the  relatives  or  friends  who  were 
running  the  camp.  I don't  think  that  was  fair. 

The  Innu  and  Inuit  workers  held  a few  meetings  amongst  ourselves  to  see  how 
we  felt  about  what  was  happening  and  who  should  be  doing  what  about  it.  We 
felt  we  were  being  hired  for  many  jobs  - for  example:  core  shack 
technicians,  prospectors,  line  cutters  and  drillers  - but  none  of  us  was 
getting  promoted.  In  the  meantime  people  from  outside  were  working  only  2 or 
3 weeks  and  getting  the  promotions.  We  felt  this  was  discrimination,  but  it 
seemed  like  nobody  wanted  to  speak  up,  fearing  they  would  lose  their  jobs. 

I,  for  one,  really  felt  that  people  from  the  outside  were  taking  our  jobs 
away. 

We  also  talked  about  our  concerns,  like  what  was  going  to  happen  to  the 
environment.  One  guy  was  from  Davis  Inlet.  I'm  sorry  to  say  I didn't  have 
any  answers  for  him  when  he  said  how  much  people  depended  on  the  land.  If 
there  is  no  land,  as  he  put  it,  there  will  be  no  animals  to  hunt  or  fish  to 
eat,  or  plants  for  the  animals  to  eat.  Fie  said  if  these  don't  exist,  we  as 
hunters  will  cease  to  exist  too.  Another  Innu  talked  about  a problem  he  was 
having  at  the  camp.  He  was  being  called  "Chief"  by  a few  of  his  co-workers 
and  he  was  offended  by  this.  We  talked  about  this  at  our  meetings.  There 
were  other  comments  being  made  to  us  that  we  found  offensive.  We  took  it  up 
with  the  foreman.  But  these  were  his  friends  and  relatives  who  were  saying 
these  things  to  us,  so  he  couldn't  really  do  anything.  He  wasn't  going  to 
fire  his  relatives. 

There  were  a lot  of  problems  with  the  environment  - pollution  like  oil 
spills,  cut  trees  and  garbage  scattered  all  over  the  place  around  the  camp. 
They  were  burning  garbage  but  sometimes  they  would  leave  it  for  a week. 

Bears  and  small  animals  would  take  it  out  into  the  woods  and  make  a mess. 

Also  the  workers  would  feed  the  bears,  so  they  would  come  back  to  the  camp 
or  drill  sites  for  food.  Sometimes  the  workers  would  taunt  the  bears  and 
throw  sticks  at  them.  The  bear  would  start  approaching  them  and  then  turn 
back  into  the  woods.  It  would  eventually  end  of  getting  shot.  There  was  a no 
feeding  policy  for  bears,  but  everybody  seemed  to  ignore  that.  I was  upset 
when  they  shot  the  animals.  There  was  no  need.  They  weren't  doing  anything 
they  didn't  naturally  do,  like  feeding  on  berries  and  small  plants. 


Sometimes  the  choppers  would  come  in  and  try  to  scare  the  bears  away.  They 
would  hover  over  treetops  to  scare  animals.  The  poor  animals  must  have  been 
having  heart  attacks  running  for  miles  and  miles  to  get  away.  Bears  are  not 
meant  to  run  like  this.  One  time  we  saw  a bear  on  the  hill  about  a half-mile 
away.  It  was  huge;  it  must  have  been  about  8 feet  tall  and  weighed  about  500 
pounds.  About  10  workers  headed  for  the  hill  with  knives  and  sticks  to  have 
a look  at  it  and  scare  it. 

In  the  end,  the  reason  I quit  was  because  I didn't  want  to  see  what  was 
happening  to  the  environment. 


Kanikuen  Nuna  is  a Sheshatshiu  Innu  presently  doing  a program  in 
Micro-Computer  Business  Applications  at  CompuCollege  in  St.  Ilohn' s. 

This  story  and  others  are  available  on  the  Innu  Nation/Mamit  Innuat  WWW  site 
http : //www . web . net/~innu 

"RE : Pocahontas  Descendants'  Land"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Feb  1997  17:01:50  GMT 
From:  cliu@queens.lib.ny.us  (Carol  Liu) 

Sub  j : Pocahontas  Descendants'  Land  and  River  Threatened  (fwd) 


From:  Mark  Graffis  <ab758@virgin . usvi . net> 

Subject:  Pocahontas  Descendants'  Land  and  River  Threatened 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

WILLIAMSBURG,  VA  February  1,  1997 

A proposed  2,220  acre  reservoir  in  King  William  County,  Virginia, 
threatens  to  destroy  the  ancestral  lands,  drain  water  from  the  Mattaponi 
river,  and  disrupt  the  way  of  life  of  the  Mattaponi  Indians,  who  are  the 
direct  descendants  of  Pocahontas  and  Chief  Powhatan,  and  whose  reservation 
here  is  the  oldest  Indian  reservation  in  the  U.S. 

A contract  has  been  signed  for  the  reservoir  by  the  City  of  Newport  News 
and  the  King  William  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  without  consultation  or 
participation  of  the  Mattaponi  peoples  whose  ancestral  lands  will  be 
inundated,  and  who  have  always  depended  on  the  freshwater  marshes  of  the 
Mattaponi  River  for  the  shad,  herring,  and  striped  bass  that  have  sustained 
their  people  for  generations. 

Besides  inundating  valuable  Mattaponi  archaeological  sites,  the  reservoir 
will  destroy  524  acres  of  wetlands  and  1,457  acres  of  upland  wildlife 
habitat,  and  will  pump  75,000,000  gallons  of  water  daily  from  the  Mattaponi 
river,  upstream  from  the  reservation,  thus  destroying  the  freshwater  marshes 
by  reducing  freshwater  flow  into  the  estuary,  and  causing  salination  to 
migrate  upstream  from  the  York  River  and  Chesapeake  Bay.  The  reservoir  and 
pumping  station  will  also  disrupt  a bald  eagle  nest,  osprey  nests,  and  17 
great  blue  heron  nests,  as  well  as  112  Native  American  campsites  that  could 
provide  archaeological  information  on  life  in  Tidewater  Virginia  up  to  8,000 
years  ago. 

For  further  information,  contact  Assistant  Chief  Carl  T.  Custalow  of  the 
Mattaponi  tribe  at  1-804-769-4508 

"RE;  Fluron  Indian  Cemetery"  

Date:  Thu,  06  Feb  1997  12:05:56  -0500 
From:  "D.  English"  <denglish@sfo. com> 

Sub j : Legal  Assistance  Needed  to  Protect  Fluron  Indian  Cemetery 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

The  Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas  has  been  involved  in  a legal  battle  to  preserve 
the  sanctity  of  the  Fluron  Indian  Cemetery  in  Kansas  City  Kansas  for  the  pat 
130  years.  The  most  recent  threat  to  the  sanctity  of  the  cemetery  has  been 
that  of  a casino  development  utilizing  the  Fluron  Indian  Cemetery  as  a site 
for  the  gaming  facility  by  the  Wyandotte  Tribe  of  Oklahoma.  Chief  Leaford 
Bearskin  initially  proposed  disinterring  the  graves  at  the  Fluron  Indian 


Cemetery,  moving  them  to  Oklahoma  and  building  a casino  on  the  site.  Never 
mind  the  fact  the  Oklahoma  Wyandottes  left  Kansas  in  the  1860's  and  haven't 
buried  anyone  there  for  over  130  years... 

We  need  legal  assistance  in  the  worst  way!! 

Please  take  a look  at  the  Huron  Cemetery  website  and  see  if  you  can  offer 
any  assistance.  The  website  has  all  of  the  pertinent  documentation, 
including  persuasive  legal  arguments  against  the  fee  to  trust  transfer  for 
the  purposes  of  Class  III  gaming,  by  Kansas  Governor  Bill  Graves. 

Thank  you  for  your  help. 

Darren  English 
Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas 
Cultural  Coordinator 

> 

Darren  Z.  English  / Chihoatenhwa 

denglish@sfo.com 

http: //www. sfo . com/~denglish 

Huron  Indian  Cemetery  Preservation  Site 

"CURSED  BE  THE  VILLIAN  THAT  MOLEST  THEIR  GRAVES" 

http: //www. sfo . com/~denglish/huroncemetery 

Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas 

http: //www. sfo . com/~denglish/wynaks /wyandot 2 . html 
Remember...  Custer  was  warned. 

"RE : Senator  lohn  McCain  at  the  NCAI"  

Date:  Mon,  10  Feb  1997  07:30:21  -0800  (PST) 

From:  tlingit  (William  E.  Martin) 

Sub j : Senator  lohn  McCain  (fwd) 


From:  BillnNorCa@aol.com 

Date:  Mon,  10  Feb  1997  02:12:16  -0500  (EST) 

To:  tlingit@netcom.com 

UUCP  email 

Thanks  to  Bill  for  Transcribing  these  critical  speeches  from  the  Winter 
NCAI.  The  next  few  issues  will  include  speeches  from  the  following: 

1.  NCAI  President  Ron  Allen 

2.  Senator  Daniel  Inouye  (D-HI) 

3.  Representative  Patrick  Kennedy  (D-RI) 

4.  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbit 

5.  Senator  lohn  McCain  (R-AZ) 

Senator  lohn  McCain's  speech  at  the  NCAI  Winter  Session: 

NCAI  Winter  Session 
Grand  Hyatt  Washington 
Washington,  DC 
lanuary  21-24,  1997 

Honorable  lohn  McCain  (R-AZ)  Former  Chairman,  Senate  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs 

Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President.  It's  wonderful  to  see  all  my  friends 
again  and  I apologize  for  being  so  late  in  the  week  and  I know  that  some 
people  had  to  leave,  but  first  I want  to  say  how  much  I've  enjoyed  working 
with  you  my  friend,  it's  been  a great  pleasure,  you've  got  a wonderful 
staff  and  much  of  what  we  have  been  able  to  accomplish  has  got  a lot  to  do 
with  your  outstanding  leadership  and  I'm  grateful  for  it. 

I would  like  to  say,  first  of  all,  I feel  the  Indian  Affairs  Committee  is 
in  good  hands  with  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell.  I will  remain  a member 
of  the  Committee,  I will  remain  active,  and  I will  also  be  able  to  address 
some  of  these  issues  as  Chairman  of  the  Commerce  Committee.  There  are  a 


myriad  of  programs  that  have  to  do  with  economic  development  that  fall  under 
the  oversight  and  responsibilities  of  the  Commerce,  Science,  and 
Transportation  Committee.  It  covers  every  imaginable,  it  covers  everything 
that  moves  or  talks,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  NASA,  the  railroads,  the 
airlines,  and  telecommunications  and  many  other.  So  I will  be  able  to  do 
some  good  work  there,  and  by  the  way.  Senator  Inouye  is  on  that  committee 
also. 

I have  been  assured  by  the  new  Chairman,  Senator  Campbell,  that  he  will 
continue  the  non-partisan  basis  that  the  Indian  Affairs  Committee  has  it's 
business  over  the  last  eleven  years  that  Senator  Inouye  and  I have.  It's 
been  a great  privilege  to  serve  with  Senator  Inouye,  he  is  a spiritual 
leader  of  mine  and  a man  who  has  the  greatest  concern  for  those  of  our 
society  that  need  help,  but  more  importantly,  I know  no  stronger  supporter 
of  the  concept  of  self-government  and  tribal  sovereignty  and  he  will  be 
there  for  a long  long  time. 

Let  me  just  run  through  a couple  of  issues  with  you  very  quickly.  By  the 
way.  Bill  Cohen  will  hear  of  this  and  as  the  in-coming  Secretary  of  Defense 
he  will  still  remember  that  he  was  once  friends  with  me.  He  may  not 
remember  for  long  but  I'll  remember  to  remind  him  of  that! 

Note:  The  Senator  was  commenting  on  a previous  comment  made  by 
a delegate  about  the  storage  of  nuclear  waste  sites  on 
Indian  land  by  the  Defense  Department. 

As  for  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act.  We're  not  going  to  quit  on  it,  we'll 
not  allow  situations  where  children  are  allowed  to  be  kidnapped,  nor  are 
we  going  to  allow  for  situations  where  some  in  the  House  and  some  in  the 
Senate  want  to  do  and  that  is  to  take  away  the  ability  of  tribes  to  be 
involved  in  this  issue.  The  National  Right  to  Life  organization,  as  you 
know,  was  able  to  mis-characterize  the  Tulsa  Agreement.  My  job,  and 
yours,  is  to  provide  the  right  information  to  the  American  people.  The 
Right  to  Life  People  have  said  that  this  would  discourage  adoption,  but 
exactly  the  opposite  is  true.  The  reason  I want  to  mention  this  first,  is 
because  I know  of  no  greater  obligation  we  have  than  to  our  children.  I 
would  suggest  that  we  continue  to  make  this  a very  high  priority  item  on 
our  agenda.  I am  embarrassed  and  ashamed  that  Congress  would  not  be  able 
to  agree  to  a hard  fought  compromise  that  was  made  between  all  parties 
who  were  really  involved  (in  Tulsa  at  the  mid-summer  NCAI  Session). 

The  other  I want  to  mention  to  you  is  Indian  gaming.  There  will  be  more 
assaults  on  Indian  gaming.  I'm  sure  you  know  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
Commission,  Mr.  Monteau,  has  resigned,  we're  going  to  have  to  look  for  a 
good  replacement  for  him.  There  are  ballot  initiatives  all  over  the 
Country,  there  are  court  challenges,  there  are  all  kinds  of  things.  Let 
me  just  remind  you  that  when  we  talk  to  our  friends  that  only  about  7%  of 
all  gaming  revenues  in  America  are  from  Indian  gaming.  To  talk  to  most 
Americans,  because  of  the  publicity  and  propaganda  is  presented,  you  would 
think  it  was  97%  from  Indian  gaming.  There  is  a report  of  legal 
difficulties  that  have  been  placed  before  that  issue,  I just  saw  some  of 
my  friends  from  New  Mexico  yesterday,  there  is  still  a problem  over  there. 

In  Arizona,  we  do  have  some  function  compacting  with  one  tribe  that 
there  is  a problem  with,  but  it  is  going  to  be  a bigger  and  bigger  issue. 

Not  just  the  issue  with  gambling,  but  the  hope  of  the  issue  of  Indian  gaming 
as  well. 

You  may  note  that  the  Congress  passed  a bill  to  study  gambling  in  America 
2E  Many  Americans  are  concerned  with  the  effect  of  gambling  in  America,  so 
w e will  have  that  commission  and  when  they  report  out,  we  will  be  some 
re-verberations  associated  with  that.  Not  so  much  with  Indian  gaming  but 
on  gambling  as  well. 

The  other  issue  I would  like  to  talk  about  is  economic  development 
because  that's  really  the  crucial  issue  that  lies  before  us.  I went  down 
and  looked  at  the  Choctaw  Tribe  in  Mississippi  and  I see  a booming  economy. 
I've  gone  to  other  tribes  across  America  and  see  a booming  economy,  I go 
to  other  tribal  entities  and  I see  devastation  and  degradation  at  a level 
that  is  not  in  any  other  parts  of  the  country.  Part  of  this  is  got  to  do 
with  giving  Native  Americans  a level  playing  field.  Programs  such  as  the 


DOD  programs,  many  other  programs  and  providing  business  with  the  knowledge 
and  information  that  they  need  in  order  to  come  to  Indian  Reservations  and 
locate  there. 

I have  to  tell  you,  one  of  the  greatest  impediments  to  economic 
development  on  Indian  Reservations  or  Indian  Country  is  Tribal  Governments! 

In  Flagstaff,  Arizona,  it  takes  between  three  to  five  days  to  start  a 
business,  three  to  five  days  to  get  the  permits,  go  to  the  City  Council, 
whatever  requirements  are  necessary  to  set  up  the  business,  get  the 
electricity  turned  on,  etc. 

In  Window  Rock,  Arizona,  it  takes  between  three  to  five  years  to  start  a 
business!  No  young  Native  American  is  going  to  stay  in  an  environment  where 
it  takes  three  to  five  years  to  start  a business,  they're  not  going  to 
do  it ! 

Socialism  doesn't  work!  I suggest  that  there  are  models  out  there,  such 
as  the  Choctaw,  and  there  are  many  others,  many  other  tribes  throughout 
America,  and  I would  be  glad  to  provide  you  with  a list,  who  have  created 
a business  friendly  environment  both  for  outside  businesses  to  come  in, 
or  businesses  s to  begin  on  the  Reservation.  I would  look  to  them  as 
models  and  adopt  tribal  laws  and  regulations  that  are  like  those  and  then 
we  would  take  a great  step  forward.  Now  that  does  not  relieve  the 
Federal  government  of  it's  obligations  to  you  that  are  treaty  sound 
obligations,  nor  do  I make  such  because  there  are  solemn  treaties  that 
were  entered  into  that  must  be  adhered  to  and  kept  and  I will  do 
everything  in  my  power  to  make  sure  that  those  obligations  to  make 
sure  that  those  commitments  are  fulfulled.  They  are  solemn  treaty 
obligations.  They  are  no  more  different  than  the  treaty  obligations  we've 
made  with  the  Soviet  Union  for  the  reduction  of  nuclear  weapons.  But 
you've  got  to  create  the  economic  climate  that  makes  young  Native 
Americans  not  move  to  Flagstaff,  not  move  to  Phoenix  or  Scottsdale  and 
start  businesses  on  reservations.  I'll  tell  you  another  story.  I was  on 
a reservation  before  another  tribal  election.  Two  guys  came  up  to  me, 
they  were  running  a dry  cleaners  and  one  of  them  said  to  me,  "You  know, 
if  so-and-so  wins  the  election,  I'm  out  of  business".  I said  "Why?",  he 
said  "Because  I'm  supporting  this  guy".  The  wrong  guy  won  and  guess 
what?  They  were  put  out  of  business!  You  can't  do  that!  You  can't  do 
that!  I say  that  in  the  spirit  of  which  it  was  intended. 

Let  me  just  mention  again.  With  Indian  housing,  we've  been  trying  for 
years  together,  we've  been  striving  to  give  the  tribes  the  authority  and 
responsibility  and  the  money  and  exercise  themselves.  We've  succeeded, 
and  guess  what?  We've  got  some  corruption  out  there.  Many  of  you  saw  the 
Seattle  Times  series  that  was  done.  One  couple  who,  with  a combined  income 
of  over  $150,000  a year  just  built  a $250,000  home  with  housing  money. 

There's  this  kind  of  things  happening  in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  in  Chicago, 
Illinois,  and  many  other  parts  of  America.  We've  got  to  clean  this  up,  we've 
got  to  police  this,  we've  got  to  make  sure  that  these  dollars  are  spend  in 
the  most  wise  and  efficient  fashion  and  those  that  violate  have  got  to  be 
punished  and  those  that  don't  have  got  to  be  rewarded  in  every  possible 
way  you've  got  to  reward  people  who  do  good  work.  If  there  is  a Tribal 
Council,  if  there's  a Tribal  Chairman  who  is  condoning  this  misuse  of  funds, 
throw  them  out!  Otherwise,  you're  going  to  be  seeing  the  FBI  and  a whole 
lot  of  other  organizations  in  Indian  Country  which  we  don't  need.  So,  I 
want  to  urge  you  because  this  could  derail  our  whole  effort  to  give 
authority,  responsibility,  and  funds  necessary  for  tribes  to  run  themselves 
because  this  is  the  whole  concept  of  tribal  sovereignty  and  tribal  self- 
governance.  We've  got  to  make  sure  that  we  don't  see  these  articles  in  the 
newspaper  about  the  misuse  of  funds. 

By  the  way,  you  and  I know  that  this  is  maybe  1/2  of  1%,  the  other  99 
44/100%  of  the  others  are  doing  a fine  and  dedicated  job.  My  friends,  I 
don't  see  sympathy.  When  Dan  Rostenkowski  goes  to  jail,  some  people  may 
think  I'm  a crook  too!  So  please  take  this  advice  in  the  spirit  of  which 
it  is  intended  and  I promise  you  that  the  best  way  that  we  could  succeed 
together  and  recognize  and  make  sure  that  all  Americans  recognize  that 
tribal  sovereignty  and  tribal  self-governance  is  a solemn  promise  that  we 
made  to  Native  Americans  when  we  took  all  that  land  and  committed  some  of 
the  blackest  and  most  despicable  deeds  in  the  history  of  this  nation. 


must  be  honored  and  the  best  way  that  we  can  honor  that  is  by  having  the 
best  possible  leadership  that  we  can  in  Indian  Nations  throughout  the 
country. 

I want  to  say  to  you  that  I will  not  quit  in  the  fight,  I will  keep  it  up, 

I will  work  with  Senator  Inouye,  I will  work  with  you,  and  finally  want  to 
say  one  of  the  great  honors  and  pleasures  and  privileges  and  most 
important  things  in  my  life  is  with  the  relationships  and  friendships  that 
I have  developed  over  the  years  with  people  in  this  room  and  Tribal 
leaders  and  members  of  Indian  tribes  throughout  this  nation  has  been  the 
greatest  source  of  satisfaction  to  me.  When  I retire  or  die,  whichever 
happens  first  as  it  seems  to  be  some  question  about  that  in  the  Senate 

these  days,  I will  be  able  to in  fact  there's  a rumor  about  some  guy 

who  died  and  remained  in  the  Senate but  I would  look  back  at  one  of  my 

greatest  sources  of  satisfaction  to  me  would  be  the  things  that  we  have  been 
able  to  accomplish  together  on  behalf  of  Native  American  People. 

Thank  you  very  much  and  God  bless  you. 

Questions  and  Comments 

Q.  Good  morning.  Senator  McCain,  I hope  that  God  continues  to  bless  you, 
as  you've  been  a good  friend.  It's  something  that  makes  grown  men  cry  to 
see  what  happens  to  our  children  and  they  get  away  with  it  so  we'll  be 
there  if  it  takes  my  life  forever.  I have  a question  on  relation  to  the 
Pryce  activity  and  the  initiative  you  were  working  on  last  year,  is  that 
on  the  plate  for  this  session? 

A.  Yes,  we  will  continue  that.  A problem  is,  that  we  have  a new  Congress. 

We  have  20  new  Republican  Senators  over  the  last  two  years.  We  have  almost 
two  thirds  of  the  House  of  Representatives  are  new  members.  Republicans 
and  Democrats.  There  is  no  corporate  memory  over  these  issues.  There  is 
no  one  who  remembers  why  Mo  Udall  was  so  concerned  over  what  was  happening 
to  Indian  children  that  we  passed  a law  to  begin  with.  Our  job  is  to 
educate  these  people,  why  do  we  have  ICWA?  Because  children  were  being 
kidnapped  , children,  American  citizens  were  being  kidnapped.  So  one  of 
our  big  problems,  and  this  is  why  I think  NCAI  is  so  important  to  be  here 
in  Washington  is  we've  got  to  educate  these  people  about  the  fundamental 
relationship,  but  also  about  specific  issues  such  as  ICWA  and  by  the  way, 
Indian  gaming  as  well.  We  will  continue  with  those  economic  initiatives 
and  we  will  continue,  and  I'm  glad  to  say  Pete  Domenici  among  others  is 
very  committed  on  that. 

Q.  It  appears  that  in  the  House  it's  going  to  be  ICWA  issue  again  is  going 
to  be  folded  into  a larger  adoption  issue.  It  looks  like  this  time  the 
administration  is  going  to  be  a strong  advocate. 

A.  I'm  going  to  use  every  parliamentary  tactic  I know.  I mean  it,  there 
are  other  ways  to  include  amendments  to  a bill  and  let  they  try  to  knock  it 
out.  One  of  the  benefits  about  getting  old,  is  that  you  learn  all  the 
tricks,  and  since  they  did  not  play  fair  to  us  last  time,  I feel  no 
compunctions  to  alert  them  as  to  how  our  plans  in  the  future  for  us,  but 
believe  me  I am  not  going  to  quit  on  that. 

Q.  Randy  Noka,  Narragansett  Tribe  of  Rhode  Island.  I just  want  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  thank  you,  sir.  It's  been  several  months  since  it 
passed,  but  most  folks  are  aware  of  the  omnibus  bill  that  was  passed  last 
year  and  Senator  Chaffee's  amendment  that  was  attached  to  that  appropriations 
bill  2E  I haven't  had  the  chance  to  thank  you  for  your  strong  opposition  to 
that  amendment  and  your  floor  statement  that  you  made  in  support  of  the 
Narragansett  Nation  and  in  support  of  Indian  Country  and  protecting 
sovereignty.  The  good  work  that  you  have  done  for  the  Native  people  of 
this  land,  the  accolades  would  never  touch  on  the  amount  of  thanks  we  can 
give  and  the  appreciation  we  have  for  you  and  Senator  Inouye  and  others 
that  speak  up  in  favor  of  tribal  sovereignty  for  Indian  People.  Again, 
thank  you  sir  for  all  that  you  have  done. 

A.  Thank  you  very  much.  You  don't  mind  if  I invite  you  out  to  Arizona  in 
the  upcoming  campaign?! 

At  this  point.  Senator  McCain  was  presented  with  posters  from  Miss  NCAI, 
Ke-dues-cha  Lara  of  California,  and  a Pendleton  Blanket  by  President  Allen. 


RE:  Pai  Ohana  Faces  Eviction 


Date:  Sun,  2 Feb  1997  07:07:32  -1000 
From:  monet@aloha.net  (Sam  Monet) 

Sub  j : Pai  Ohana  faces  eviction  from  National  Park 

Newsgroup:  igc . indig. survival 

Pai  Ohana  faces  eviction  from  National  Park 
By  Bobby  Command 
West  Hawaii  Today 
1/30/96 

Members  of  a Native  Hawaiian  family  who  claim  a section  of  a national  park 
in  Kona  is  their  ancestral  land  have  been  told  by  park  officials  to  leave 
now  or  be  evicted. 

The  Pai  Ohana  was  notified  in  writing  by  Stanley  T.  Albright,  field 
director  for  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  "immediately"  to  leave  Aiopio, 
southernmost  portion  of  Kaloko-Honokohau  National  Cultural  Park  where  they 
now  reside. 

"If  the  Pai  Ohana  does  not  promptly  an  completely  vacate  federal  land, 
the  family  will  be  evicted  and  their  possessions  will  be  removed,"  read  a 
hand-delivered  letter  dated  Ian. 27. 

Mahealani  Pai,  spokesman  for  the  Pai  Ohana,  confirmed  that  the  family  had 
received  the  eviction  notice  on  Wednesday.  However,  he  said  the  family  has 
reasserted  its  right  to  remain  on  land  he  says  his  ancestors  have  been 
caretakers  of  since  the  1700s.  "Why  should  we?"  Pai  said.  "What  would  you 
do?" 

The  eviction  notice  comes  about  six  weeks  after  an  agreement  had  seemingly 
been  finalized  by  the  Pai  Ohana  and  state  and  federal  government; 
officials.  The  pact  had  called  for  the  family  to  he  relocated  on  state  land 
just  outside  the  park  boundaries  and  adjacent  to  the  area  they  now  occupy. 

In  December,  U.S.  Sen.  Daniel  K.  Inouye  announced  that  Bruce  Babbitt, 
secretary  of  the  interior,  had  agreed  to  put  off  the  eviction  while  final 
relocation  details  were  worked  out  with  the  state. 

But  Albright  said  Wednesday  that  the  eviction  notice  was  issued  to  the 
family  because  the  Pai  Ohana  had  abandoned  the  negotiations. 

Because  of  the  recent  actions  of  the  Pai  Ohana,  Inouye  said  he  could  not, 
in  good  conscience,  ask  Babbitt  for  any  more  special  consideration.  "While 
I am  disappointed  with  the  decision  of  the  Pai  Ohana,  I wish  Mahealani  and 
his  family  Godspeed." 

Pai  now  says  he  has  evidence  that  proves  the  United  States  is  prevented 
from  holding  fee-simple  title  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  by  existing  treaties. 
Pai  said  he  would  elaborate  further  this  morning  during  a 10  a.m.  press 
conference  at  Aiopio. 

The  Pai  Ohana  and  the  Interior  Department  have  been  at  an  impasse  about  the 
family's  right  to  remain  at  Aiopio  since  1993,  when  a federal  use  permit 
expired.  The  Pai  family  agreed  to  the  permit  in  1988,  when  Kaloko-Honokohau 
was  purchased  by  the  U.S.  government  from  the  Greenwell  family. 

Pai  has  consistently  argued  that  the  family  does  not  need  permission  to 
live  at  Aiopio  because  it  has  an  inextinguishable  right  to  be  on  the 
five-acre  plot. 

But  National  Park  officials  counter  that  the  family  is  seeking  exclusive 
use  of  public  lands. 

The  Pai  Ohana  has  already  lost  two  federal  court  battles  in  its  efforts  to 
remain  on  the  land,  which  is  just  north  of  the  mouth  of  Honokohau  Small 
Boat  Harbor. 

The  9th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  gave  the  Interior  Department  the 
authority  to  evict  the  Pai  Ohana  in  May  1996.  Park  officials  have  called 
off  seven  eviction  threats  since  the  Pai  Ohana 's  use  permit  expired. 

According  to  Holly  Bundock  of  the  National  Park  Service's  San  Francisco 
regional  office,  negotiations  between  the  Pai  Ohana  and  government 
officials  have  broken  down  because  the  family  will  not  keep  its  commitment 
to  relocate  peacefully. 

"The  Pai's  have  stated  in  a letter  to  (President  Clinton)  that  they  hold 
exclusive  title  to  nearly  60  acres  of  federal  land  within  the  park  and  that 
any  federal  personnel  who  attempt  to  remove  them  'will  be  held 


accountable/''  Bundock  said. 

Pai  said  his  family  remains  steadfast  despite  the  National  Park  Service 
"banking  on  might  makes  right"  to  evict  them.  "The  land  of  my  ancestors 
continues  to  speak  to  me  and  give  me  and  my  family  guidance  through  this 
long  struggle  with  the  National  Park  Service/'  Pai  said. 


| Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  | 

| exec@hawaii-nation.org  http://hawaii-nation.org/  \ 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian , whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 


Sam  & Dulie  Monet 
P.O.  Box  309 
Haleiwa,  Hawai'i  96712 
Sam:  Ph  (808)  638-8934 
Dulie:  Ph  (808  638-7299) 

Fax:  638-8018 
email:  monet@aloha.net 

"RE : Peace  Delegate  Seeks  Help"  

Date:  Sat,  8 Feb  1997  02:41:12  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Spikegritz@aol.com 

Sub j : Native  Peace  Delegate  Seeks  Travel  Assistance 
for  Bosnia  Pow  Wow  journey 

UUCP  email 

Gary:  Post  only  if  you  feel  appropriate: 

I have  been  invited  to  go  and  hear  a plan  for  peace.... not  just  for 
Bosnia,  but  for  the  whole  world,  that  must  begin  with  the  Native  Peoples 
of  North  America.  So  says  the  Virgin  Mary,  who  has  been  appearing  in 
Bosnia  daily  for  many  years! 

Although  I am  not  a roman-catholic,  I firmly  believe  that  Mother  Mary 
and  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  could  very  well  be  one  in  the  same.  Their 
message  is  the  same... Peace  and  Unity. 

I want  to  go  because  of  a dream  I had  a few  weeks  ago,  in  which  a voice 
simply  told  me  "Hopi  (which  means  peace  in  the  Hopi  language)  before  it  is 
too  late." 

For  background,  go  to  the  website: 

http: //www. geocities .com/Heartland/Plains/3706 

(use  exact  spelling- -include  upper  case  where  I use  them)  to  read  the 
astonishing  message  about  the  very  sacred  things  that  have  been  happening 
in  Bosnia,  and  why  the  Virgin  Mary  wants  representatives  from  all  Native 
American  Nations  to  go  to  Bosnia  and  pray  for  peace.  World  Wars  One  and 
Two  started  over  Bosnia,  which  has  been  called  :"The  Tinderbox  of  the 
World . " 

The  next  world  war,  if  it  happens,  will  affect  all  of  the  world,  because 
Nuclear  Weapons  will  certainly  be  used! 

There  are  also  many  of  you  out  there  that  may  be  being  led  to  attend 
this  event  also.  Remember  Close  Encounters? 

Call  me  at  801-686-2568  or  686-2567  for  details.  If  no  one  answers  at 
686-2567,  leave  a message  with  your  e-mail  address  at  686-2568.  I will  be 
sending  and  checking  e-mail  every  hour  or  two  for  the  next  few  days. 

Please  understand  that  it  is  very  awkward  for  me  to  ask,  but  anyone 
wishing  to  help  out  with  donations  of  any  size  to  get  me  over  and  back, 
please  send  them  to: 

Scott  Anderson  "Runningbull" 

PO  Box  44 
LaSal,  Utah  84530 

It  will  take  about  $2000  to  get  me  over  and  back,  so  please  help  if  you 
can.  Any  amount  will  help!  Make  Money  Orders  payable  to  Scott  Anderson. 


Send  to  PO  Box  44,  LaSal,  Utah  84530  Time  is  of  the  essence.  If  you  decide 
to  send  a donation,  please  take  the  time  to  send  a money  order. 

I know  many  of  you  won't  be  able  to  help  financially,  but  some  of  you 
will.  If  you  can't  help  financially,  please  pray  for  me,  my  journey,  and 
world  peace! 

Please  e-mail  me  if  you  are  helping  with  my  expenses  and  how  much  you 
are  sending,  if  anything,  so  I can  make  concrete  plans. 

I'd  also  like  to  hear  from  you  if  you  are  praying  for  me  on  this  trip. 

I will  share  the  message  of  this  plan  for  world  peace  that  is  being 
given  by  the  Virgin  Mary,  who  many  Lakota  and  others  believe  was  White 
Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  Woman.  The  has  been  appearing  daily  in  Medjugorje, 

Bosnia  daily  for  a few  years. 

Oh-nah  (later) 

Scott  "Runningbull"  Anderson 
Blue  Lodge  of  Aniyunwiya  (Cherokee) 

Editor  of  TIMBER!  Newsletter  of  Prophecies  of  Native  Peoples  Worldwide  and 
Mother  Earth's  Coming  Changes  at 

http : //members . aol . com/ spikegritz/mw44/bluelodg. htm 

- — "RE:  Obtaining  Eagle  Feathers"  

Date:  Sun,  9 Feb  1997  01:24:26  GMT 
From:  ltate@hiwaay.net  (Les  Tate) 

Sub j : obtaining  eagle  feathers  from  National  Eagle  Repository 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

Information  is  now  available  on  the  Web  about  the  National  Eagle  Repository 
and  how  federally  recognized  tribal  members  may  obtain  eagle  feathers  from 
it.  However  I recommend  you  first  read  the  regulations  below,  then  visit 
their  website  which  has  copies  of  the  necessary  forms  in  WordPerfect  5.2 
for  Windows  format  and  the  address  to  write  if  you  need  paper  copies.  I've 
included  text  from  the  main  webpage  below  for  those  without  browsers. 

Les  Tate 


50  CFR  Sec.  22.22 
Title  50 

CHAPTER  I 

SUBCHAPTER  B 

PART  22 

Subpart  C 

Sec.  22.22  Permits  for  Indian  religious  purposes. 

The  Director  may,  upon  receipt  of  an  application  and  in 
accordance  with  the  issuance  criteria  of  this  section,  issue  a 
permit  authorizing  the  taking,  possession,  and  transportation  of 
bald  or  golden  eagles,  or  their  parts,  nests,  or  eggs  for  the 
religious  use  of  Indians. 

(a)  Application  procedure.  Applications  for  permits  to  take, 
possess,  and  transport  bald  or  golden  eagles,  their  parts,  nests, 
or  eggs  for  the  religious  use  of  Indians  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
appropriate  Special  Agent  in  Charge  (See:  Sec.  13.11(b)  of  this 
subchapter) . Only  applications  from  individual  Indians  will  be 
accepted.  Each  such  application  must  contain  the  general 
information  and  certification  required  by  Sec.  13.12(a)  of  this 
subchapter  plus  the  following  additional  information: 

(1)  Species  and  number  of  eagles  or  feathers  proposed  to  be 
taken,  or  acquired  by  gift  or  inheritance. 

(2)  State  and  local  area  where  the  taking  is  proposed  to  be  done, 
or  from  whom  acquired. 

(3)  Name  of  tribe  with  which  applicant  is  associated. 

(4)  Name  of  tribal  religious  ceremony(ies)  for  which  required. 

(5)  Applicant  must  attach  a certification  from  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  that  the  applicant  is  an  Indian. 


(6)  Applicant  must  attach  a certification  from  a duly  authorized 
official  of  the  religious  group  that  the  applicant  is  authorized  to 
participate  in  such  ceremonies. 

(b)  Additional  permit  conditions.  In  addition  to  the  general 
conditions  set  forth  in  Part  13  of  this  Subchapter  B,  permits  to 
take,  possess,  and  transport  bald  or  golden  eagles,  their  parts, 
nests  or  eggs,  for  the  religious  use  of  Indians  shall  be  subject  to 
the  following  conditions: 

(1)  Bald  or  golden  eagles  or  their  parts  possessed  under  permits 
issued  pursuant  to  this  section  are  not  transferable,  except  such 
birds  or  their  parts  may  be  handed  down  from  generation  to 
generation  or  from  one  Indian  to  another  in  accordance  with  tribal 
or  religious  customs;  and 

(2)  Permittees  shall  make  such  reports  or  submit  inventories  of 
eagle  feathers  or  parts  on  hand  as  may  be  requested  by  the  Special 
Agent  in  Charge. 

(c)  Issuance  criteria.  The  Director  shall  conduct  an 
investigation  and  not  issue  a permit  to  take,  possess,  and 
transport  bald  or  golden  eagles,  their  parts,  nests  or  eggs,  for 
the  religious  use  of  Indians  unless  he  has  determined  that  such 
taking,  possession,  and  transportation  is  compatible  with  the 
preservation  of  the  bald  or  golden  eagle.  In  making  such 
determination,  the  Director  shall  consider,  among  other  criteria, 
the  following: 

(1)  The  direct  or  indirect  effect  which  issuing  such  permit  would 
be  likely  to  have  upon  the  wild  populations  of  bald  or  golden 
eagles;  and 

(2)  Whether  the  applicant  is  an  Indian  who  is  authorized  to 
participate  in  bonafide  tribal  religious  ceremonies. 

(d)  Tenure  of  permits.  Any  permit  issued  pursuant  to  this 
section  under  which  the  applicant  is  authorized  to  take  eagles 
shall  be  valid  during  the  period  specified  on  the  face  thereof 
which  shall  in  no  case  be  longer  than  1 year  from  date  of  issue. 

Any  permit  issued  pursuant  to  this  part  which  authorizes  the 
permittee  to  transport  and  possess  eagles  or  their  parts  shall  be 
valid  for  the  life  of  the  permittee  unless  sooner  revoked. 


Division  of  Law  Enforcement 
National  Eagle  Repository 

The  National  Eagle  Repository  is  located  at  Rocky  Mountain  Arsenal 
northeast  of  Denver,  Colorado.  Its  purpose  is  to  provide  a central 
location  for  the  receipt,  storage,  and  distribution  of  bald  and  golden 
eagles  that  are  found  dead,  and  their  parts.  The  eagles,  and  their 
parts,  are  shipped  to  qualified  Native  Americans  for  use  in  religious 
Indian  ceremonies. 

It  is  illegal  for  any  individual  to  possess  a bald  or  golden  eagle, 
including  its  parts  (feathers,  feet,  etc).  The  distribution  of  bald  and 
golden  eagles,  and  their  parts  to  Native  Americans  is  authorized  by 
the  Bald  and  Golden  Eagle  Protection  Act  and  Regulations  found  in 
50  CFR  22. 

Qualified  Native  Americans  wishing  to  obtain  bald  or  golden  eagles  or 
their  parts,  must  submit  an  application  to  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  Wildlife  Permit  Office  which  services  the  state  where  the 
applicant  resides.  The  completed  application  is  sent  to  the  National 
Eagle  Repository  and  the  order  is  filled  on  a first  come,  first  serve 
basis.  In  1995,  there  were  approximately  3,00  more  approved 
applications  for  eagles  on  file  than  there  were  available  eagles. 

Federal  and  State  conservation  agencies,  zoological  parks,  rehabilitators 
and  others  who  may  legally  possess  and  transport  dead  bald  and  golden 
eagles  are  encouraged  to  send  the  dead  birds,  and  their  parts,  to  the 
Repository  so  they  can  be  re  utilized  by  Native  Americans.  Contact  the 
Repository  prior  to  shipping  of  the  eagles  to  ensure  someone  will  be 
present  to  receive  them. 

The  National  Eagle  Repository  may  be  contacted  at: 

U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 


National  Eagle  Repository 
Rocky  Mountain  Arsenal,  Building  619 
Commerce  City,  Colorado  80022 
303/287-2110 


Their  website  has  copies  of  the  necessary  forms  in  WordPerfect  5.2 
for  Windows  format  and  the  address  to  write  if  you  need  paper  copies. 

http : //r6alph . irm. r6.fws.gov/www/fws/law/le65 . html 
You  may  also  want  to  take  a look  at  the  National  Wildlife  Property 
Repository  since  they  may  be  able  to  supply  other  items  such  as 
furs,  bones,  claws,  etc. 

http : //r6alph .irm. r6.fws.gov/www/fws/law/le64.html 
Les  Tate 


"RE : Tobacco  Education  Volunteers"  

Date:  Thu,  6 Feb  1997  10:40:43  -0700  (MST) 

From:  joseph  c winter  <jwinter@unm.edu> 

Sub j : TOBACCO  EDUCATION  VOLUNTEERS 

UUCP  email 

Volunteers  are  needed  to  help  with  tobacco  health  and  culture  education 
presentations  at  six  Native  American  events  this  spring.  There  will  also 
be  other  presentations  later  in  the  year.  The  presentations  will  be  made 
by  the  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco  Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program 
(TNAT)  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico,  which  was  formed  to  help  reduce 
the  use  of  commercial  tobacco  by  native  youth.  Volunteers  are  needed  to 
serve  from  1-2  hours  each  at  education  tables,  where  information  about  the 
deadly  health  effects  of  commercial  tobacco  use  and  the  positive  role  of 
traditional  sacred  tobacco  in  Native  American  society  will  be  handed  out. 
Information  about  TNAT  and  an  affiliated  organization  --  Tionantati  -- 
will  also  be  handed  out. 

These  and  later  events  will  occur  throughout  the  country.  If  you  are 
planning  to  attend  one  of  these  events,  or  you  live  in  the  general  area, 
we  could  use  your  help.  The  events  are: 

BLACK3ACK  MOUNTAIN  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FESTIVAL  - April  12-13  - near  Tyus, 
Georgia  - a family-oriented  powwow  (social  gathering  with 
dances),  along  with  a buckskinner  rendezvous 

NAVA30  STUDIES  CONFERENCE  - April  17-19  - University  of  New  Mexico, 
Albuquerque  NM  - educational  conference  with  native  and  non-native 
scholars,  students,  elders,  and  other  members  of  Navajo  tribe;  held 
concurrently  with  Nizhonni  Days  (UNM  Native  American  student 
organization's  annual  week-long  festival)  and  AISES  Regional  Conference 
(see  below).  In  addition  to  the  education  table,  TNAT  will  also  be  hosting 
a day-long  symposium  on  the  Navajo  use  of  traditional  and  commercial 
tobacco,  and  the  negative  health  effects  of  the  latter. 

AISES  REGION  III  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  - April  17-19  - annual  conference  of 
native  students,  scholars,  and  other  professionals,  of  the  Southwest 
regional  branch  of  the  American  Indian  Science  and  Engineering  Society  - 
at  University  of  New  Mexico,  Albuquerque,  concurrent  with  Navajo  Studies 
Conference 

GATHERING  OF  NATIONS  - April  25-26  - Albuquerque,  NM  - largest  powwow  in 
North  America,  with  up  to  80,000  people  expected  to  attend.  In  addition 
to  the  education  table,  we  will  be  making  a short  presentation  to  the 
whole  audience,  immediately  before  the  grand  entry. 

KEEPERS  OF  THE  TREASURES  Annual  Conference  - April  28-30  - in  Anchorage 
Alaska  - meeting  of  Native  American  elders,  students,  scholars, 
professionals,  etc.  involved  in  cultural  resource  management  and  the 
preservation  of  tradition 


FIREHAIR'S  POWWOW  - annual  festival  of  the  Native  American  Heritage 
Association  - May  31-Dune  1 - family-oriented  powwow  hosted  by  the  Native 
American  Heritage  Association  of  Franklin  County  - near  Bunn  NC 

Hopefully  some  of  you  will  be  attending  one  or  another  of  these  powwows 
and  conferences,  or  you  live  in  the  area  and  you  might  be  willing  to  help. 
Even  if  you  can't  help  at  our  tables,  please  visit  and  introduce 
yourselves.  If  you  can  donate  an  hour  or  two,  send  me  an  email  at  the 
following  address.  Thanks!!! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Doseph  C.  Winter  Phone:  505-277-5853 

Director,  Traditional  Native  American  Tobacco  FAX:  505-277-6726 

Seed  Bank  and  Education  Program  email: jwinter@unm.edu 

University  of  New  Mexico 
1717  Lomas  Blvd  NE 
Albuquerque,  NM  87131  USA 

http://www.treaty7.org/friends/tnat/tnat . htm 

"RE : Poem:  Defenders  of  the  Shuswap  Nations"  

Date:  Sun,  1 Dec  96  18:05:00  GMT 

From:  Suzan  Horovitch  <a.horovitch@genie.com> 

Sub j : poem  for  WI 

UUCP  email  [Suzan  sent  this  several  weeks  past.  I 

apologize  for  the  delay  in  sharing  it.  gary] 


Night  Owl: 

I was  at  a prose  and  poetry  reading  last  night  and  was  most  taken  with 
the  quality  and  intensity  of  some  of  the  young  McGill  University  students 
poets.  After  David  read  this  one  I talked  to  him  and  he  gave  me  permission 
to  submit  it  to  Wotanging  Ikche  for  publication. 


Submitted  by  Suzan  Horovitch 

Written  by  David  Neudorfer:  Dazz-poet  for  Montreal's  rhythmic  Missionaries  ( 
a jazz-poetry  ensemble  featuring  four  poets  and  four  musicians.  Trumpet, 
Saxophone,  Bass  and  Drums)  @ email  : neudorf@discovland.net 

DEFENDERS  OF  THE  SHUSWAP  NATIONS 
(SUNDANCERS  AT  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE,  B.C.) 

" It  is  important  for  those  people  given  the  power  to  enforce  the  law  to 
refrain  from  using  force  and  to  be  patient  above  all  else." 

-Assembly  of  First  Nations  Chief  - Ovide  Mercredi 

1. 

treaty  land?  non-treaty  land? 
who  knows? 

(they  ain't  my  people  so...) 
who  cares? 

2. 

(BNA  ACT, INDIAN  ACT,  ACT  1,  ACT  11,  ACTS,  FACTS,  ETC.= 
royal  declaration  of  wrongs 
or 

royal  right  to  genocide 
or 

simply 
royal  SHIT!) 

3. 

dancing 
sun  blood 
negotiates 


4. 

modern  rcmp: 
clickclick 
Bang!  Bang! 

shoot  em  up 
clickclick 
Bang!  Bang! 

Put  em  up 
oops  - you  dead 
we  win  - victory 
victory! 

5. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  COLONIALISTS! 
what's  new 
legal 
victims? 

CONSTITUTIONAL  GENOCIDE! 

6. 

CENTURIES 

of 

WHITE  JUSTICE 


by  David  Neudorfer 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  97/02/02  22:59 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub  j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  16-22 

IANUALI 

(January) 

(Kaelo) 

16 

In  our  children  lie  the  blessings  of  our  heritage. 

17 

When  entering  the  secret  valley,  knock  three  times,  . . . and  see  who  answers 

18 

My  hopes  are  cast,  like  stars,  upon  the  sky. 

19 

I am  a keiki  o ka  aina,  a true  child  of  the  land! 

20 

My  hope  lies  in  the  future;  my  strength  lies  in  the  past;  my  survival  lies 
in  the  joining  of  the  two. 

21 

Look  into  the  eyes  of  a stranger,  ...  and  find  a friend. 

22 

Trust  in  the  lessons  of  our  heritage. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

— "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  13  February  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 


to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 


UUCP  email 

Date:  Wed,  5 Feb  1997  05:06:30  -0700 

From:  "Debra  M.  Strom"  <fsfal@aurora . alaska . edu> 

Sub j : Region  I Conference 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

Subject:  Region  I Conference 

The  1997  Region  I Conference  will  take  place  March  6-8  at  the  University 
of  Alaska  Fairbanks.  This  year's  theme  is  BUILDING  STRONG  COMMUNITIES: 
SCIENCE,  TECHNOLOGY,  and  NATIVE  VALUES.  This  also  marks  the  first  time 
the  conference  will  be  in  Alaska. 

The  DEADLINE  for  registration  and  travel  scholarships  has  passed,  but 
there  is  still  some  space  as  long  as  we  hear  from  you  SOON!!!! 

Partial  Travel  Scholarships  for  qualified  students  are  available  through 
generous  donations  from  IBM  and  Alyeska  Pipeline.  Those  that  had 
applications  in  on  time  will  be  reviewed  first. 

There  will  be  a campus-wide  career-fair  on  March  6th,  and  several 
sessions  geared  towards  high  school  students. 

The  conference  coincides  with  the  24th  Annual  Festival  of  Native  Arts 
which  will  bring  over  25  dance  groups  from  Alaska,  Russia,  and  Canada  as 
well  as  various  Native  artists  and  craftspeople.  This  three  day  event 
is  something  not  to  be  missed. 

For  more  information  contact  the  UAF  AISES  Chapter  at  (907)  474-1995  or 
email  at  fsmmbl@aurora . alaska . edu 


For  the  past  few  years,  one  of  my  sources  other  than  online  for  powwow 
information  east  of  the  Mississippi  has  been  a monthly  newsletter  called  The 
Spike.  Recently,  when  my  husband  and  I began  organizing  a Native 
American/Buckskinner  festival  that  will  occur  in  April,  we  listed  in  the 
Spike,  and  we've  received  a good  number  of  calls  mentioning  it.  The  Spike 
has  always  been  right  on  the  edge  financially,  and  it  remains  thus  today. 

It  performs  a valuable  service  to  the  Native  American  community  and  its 
friends  in  the  Eastern  U.S.  If  you'd  like  a reliable,  informative  source  of 
powwow  information  in  the  East,  you  CANNOT  do  better  than  subscribe  to  The 
Spike.  Subscription  cost  is  $36  in  the  US,  and  $38  US  on  U.S.  Postal  Money 
Order  in  Canada  --  they  also  accept  VISA  and  Mastercard.  Send  address 
information  and  payment  to  The  Spike,  P.O.  Box  368  Milltown,  N3  08850  or 
call  1-908-656-0074. 


From  The  Spike: 

Feb.  15 
Info: 

Feb.  22-23 
Info: 

Feb.  22-23 
Info: 

Feb.  13-16 
Info: 

Feb.  14-16 


3rd  Annual  Honor  Our  Youth  Dance,  Rockville,  MD 
202-234-8631 

9th  Annual  Powwow,  Lima,  OH 
419-228-1097 

MSU  14th  Annual  Powwow,  E.  Lansing,  MI 
517-353-5255 

Second  Annual  North  Florida  Native  American  Powwow 

Green  Cove  Springs,  FL 

904-692-2637 

59th  Annual  Brighton  Field  Day  and  Rodeo,  Brighton 
Reservation,  FL 


Info: 

Feb.  14-16 
Info: 

Feb.  21-23 
Info: 

Feb.  22 
Info: 


941-763-4128 

13th  Annual  Native  American  & Pioneer  Fleritage  Days 

Festival,  Naples,  FL 

941-394-3397 

6th  Annual  American  Indian  Festival,  St.  Augustine, 
FL. 

904-756-7900 

Native  American  Powwow  at  NC  School  of  Science  and 
Mathematics  at  the  Phys-Ed  Center,  Durham,  NC. 
919-286-9401 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Ishgooda  via  Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Sharleen  Williams,  Prison  News  Service, 
3oe  Don  Chipps,  Larry  Innes,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  lanet  Smith,  Darren  English, 
David  Neudorfer  via  Suzan  Horovitch,  Ion  Norstog,  Andrea  M.  Thein,  Les  Tate, 
Paul  Antone  via  Don  Rayment,  Mark  Graffis  via  Carol  Liu,  Drusha  L.  Mayhue, 
Andi,  William  E.  Martin,  Scott  "Runningbull"  Anderson,  Stephen  Kishewitsch, 
Dave  Chief  via  Elaine  Flattery,  lerry  Lee  Curtis  via  Laurie  Anne  Whitt 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  13  February  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tue,  28  Ian  1997  00:16:34  -0600 

From:  lpcohan@students.wisc.edu  (Leslie  Parker  Cohan) 

Sub j : Wisconsin  Indian  Law  Conference  (22  February) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

11TH  ANNUAL  COMING  TOGETHER  OF  THE  PEOPLES  CONFERENCE 
SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  22,  199 

University  of  Wisconsin-Madison,  Memorial  Union,  Tripp  Commons 
Invited  to  speak: 

Scott  Taylor,  University  of  New  Mexico  School  of  Law 
Brian  Pierson,  vonBriesen,  Purtell,  and  Roper,  S.C.,  Milwaukee,  WI 
Richard  Monette,  University  of  Wisconsin  Law  School 
Kalyn  Free,  Environmental  and  Natural  Resources  Division,  US  D03 
Hon.  Mark  Butterfield,  Chief  Trial  Dudge,  HoChunk  Nation 
Robert  N.  Clinton,  University  of  Iowa  College  of  Law 
Frank  Pommersheim,  University  of  South  Dakota  School  of  Law 
Chris  McNeil,  Washington  Representative  and  Legal  Counsel,  Mashantucket 
Pequot  Tribal  Nation,  Washington,  DC 
Annual  Pow-wow  concludes  events,  6:00-12:00,  Tripp  Commons. 

All  sessions  are  free  and  open  to  the  public.  Wisconsin  CLE 
credits  are  pending. 

The  Indian  Law  Students  Association  will  host  a banquet  and  awards 
presentation  at  Tripp  Commons  in  Memorial  Union  on  Friday,  February 
21  at  6:00  pm  in  conjunction  with  the  National  NALSA  Moot  Court 


Competition,  which  is  being  held  at  the  Law  School  February  20-21. 

A limited  number  of  tickets  are  available  at  $20  each  ($15, 
students  with  ID).  Tickets  must  be  purchased  by  February  10.  To 
reserve  your  spot,  please  send  payment  immediately  to:  USA, 

University  of  Wisconsin  Law  School,  975  Bascom  Mall,  Madison,  WI  53706. 

For  more  information,  please  call  Leslie  P.  Cohan  or  Dessica  Kachur  at 
608/262-2240  or  email  lpcohan@students.wisc.edu. 

Sponsored  by  UW  Indian  Law  Students  Association,  University  of 
Wisconsin  Law  School,  American  Indian  Studies  Program,  UW 
Multicultural  Center,  and  Associated  Students  of  Madison. 

Leslie  Parker  Cohan 
2104  East  Mifflin  Street 
Madison,  WI  53704 

608/241-9028 

lpcohan@students .wise . edu 

"RE : Disaster  at  Standing  Rock"  

Date:  Sun,  9 Feb  1997  15:59:05  +0000 
From:  andi@earthlink.net  (Andi) 

Sub j : disaster  at  Standing  Rock  - help  urgently  needed 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Spoke  with  Mr.  Russell  Gates,  Tribal  President.  (701)  854-7165 
Anything  anyone  sends  is  greatly  appreciated.  Clothing,  blankets,  coats, 
medical  supplies,  fuel,  food  that  can  be  stored.  Checks  are  easier  and 
faster.  If  anyone  sends  a check,  make  sure  that  the  intention  is  written 
on  it...  Clothes,  Fuel,  Blankets,  Medical,  Food,  etc.  It  will  be  used 
for  that  intention  only.  You  may  also  mark  it  General  Fund,  and  it  will 
be  used  for  whatever  is  most  pressing. 

Assistance  is  needed  throughout  the  spring  as  the  spring  rains  and 
run-off  from  the  melting  snow  are  going  to  be  disastrous.  4 of  8 
communities  are  devastated  right  now.  They  expect  it  to  get  worse  once 
the  flooding  begins. 

Address  is: 

The  Dakota  Sovereign  Traditional  Oyate 
PO  Box  732 

Fort  Yates,  North  Dakota 
58538 


— "RE:  F.B. I. /Leonard  Peltier/Robert  Black"  

Date:  Mon,  10  Feb  1997  05:40:42  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Sharleen  Williams  <sharw@pe . net> 

Sub j : News  release  regarding  F . B. I . /Leonard  Peltier/Robert  Black 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Possible  Clinton  Election  in  1992  Gives  Rise  to  F.B. I. 

Surveillance  of  Leonard  Peltier,  While  the  F.B. I.  and  the 
Federal  Prison  System  Betray  Yet  Another  Native  American 
Dust  prior  to  the  1992  election,  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigations  (F. 
B.I.)  became  concerned  that  Bill  Clinton  might  become  President  of  the 
United  States  and,  if  elected,  just  might  be  inclined  to  parole  or  pardon 
Leonard  Peltier.  Mr.  Peltier  was  falsely  convicted  of  the  murder  of  two  F. 
B.I.  agents,  although  it  is  alleged  to  this  day,  that  there  is  conclusive 
proof  to  the  contrary  that  the  F.B. I.  refuses  to  release,  which  would  give 
rise  to  a new  trial  for  Mr.  Peltier.  Mr.  Peltier  has  spent  over  twenty 
years  in  a federal  prison  for  crimes  he  did  not  commit. 

Serving  time  in  a federal  prison  was  a young  Hunkpapa  Lakota  Sioux 


warrior  by  the  name  of  Robert  Black  Cloud.  The  F.B.I.  enticed  Mr.  Black 
Cloud  with  an  offer  too  good  to  refuse  at  the  time.  They  offered  him 
"immediate  parole"  in  exchange  for  his  service  to  the  United  States 
Government  as  an  informer  doing  undercover  surveillance  work,  including 
surveillance  of  Mr.  Peltier.  As  a further  condition  of  his  employment  by 
the  government  in  services  performed,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  was  also  promised 
never  again  to  be  sent  to  another  "federal  prison."  This  young  warrior 
agreed  to  perform  services  in  reliance  upon  the  F.B.I.'s  promises.  Yet  no 
such  "immediate  parole"  was  forthcoming.  Moreover,  time  and  time  again, 
the  federal  government  has  failed  to  keep  its  promise  whereby  Mr.  Black 
Cloud  would  never  again  set  foot  inside  another  federal  prison.  One  F.B.I. 
agent  even  threatened  to  bury  Mr.  Black  Cloud  if  this  story  ever  met  with 
media  involvement.  This  threat  is  documented  in  Mr.  Black  Cloud's  federal 
civil  suit  filed  in  Atlanta,  alleging  cruel  and  unusual  punishment  for 
having  been  betrayed,  threatened,  beaten,  denied  of  his  fundamental  rights 
and  for  his  life  being  placed  in  danger  time  after  time. 

If  the  F.B.I.  agent's  threat  to  bury  Mr.  Black  Cloud  is  successful  and 
Mr.  Black  Cloud  is  killed,  allegations  of  dereliction  of  duty  and  wrongful 
death  may  well  be  waged  against  the  F.B.I.  agent  and  the  U.S.  Penitentiary 
at  Atlanta,  Georgia  (U.S.P.  Atlanta),  through  its  warden,  Willie  Scott, 
and  through  the  hands  of  the  Regional  Director  of  the  Department  of 
Justice  in  Atlanta,  Mr.  R.L.  Matthews,  for  having  allowed  such  a travesty 
to  occur. 

Mr.  Matthews  has  been  put  on  notice  that  this  situation  is  serious,  but 
to-date,  merely  contends  that  Warden  Scott  will  handle  the  situation. 
Therefore,  Warden  Scott  and  R.L.  Matthews  continue  to  keep  Mr.  Black 
Cloud's  life  in  danger  by  not  taking  immediate  steps  to  remedy  this 
situation  by  transferring  Mr.  Black  Cloud  to  a safer  institution  and  to  a 
safer  cell. 

--  F.B.I.  Turns  Native  American  Against  Native  American 

For  almost  four  months,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  performed  services  for  the  F.B.I 
. While  undercover,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  put  his  life  on  the  line  dozens  of 
time.  He  was  even  flown  all  over  the  country  in  jets  all  by  himself  and 
hidden  in  prisons. 

It  is  Mr.  Black  Cloud's  contention  that  inmates  under  his  surveillance 
(with  the  exception  of  Leonard  Peltier)  were  no  longer  loyal  to  one 
another  or  to  the  Native  American  people.  Interesting  to  note  is  that 
allegedly,  the  federal  prison  system  has  become  a system  of  petty  drug 
dealers  for  the  most  part,  and  Tribal  leaders  should  think  about  the 
consequences  of  sending  their  young  men  there. 

Mr.  Black  Cloud  is  bringing  this  information  to  the  Native  American 
people  and  to  society  at  large  in  order  to  prove  that  the  F.B.I.  continues 
to  use  such  methods  to  turn  Native  American  against  Native  American. 

--  Details  Surrounding  the  U.S.P.  Atlanta  Dereliction  of  Duty 

Mr.  Black  Cloud  was  transferred  from  New  Hampshire  to  U.S.P.  Atlanta  in 
error.  While  at  New  Hampshire,  an  officer  slapped  Mr.  Black  Cloud  three 
times  in  front  of  witnesses.  Mr.  Black  Cloud  filed  a federal  civil  suit 
against  the  guard  and  shortly  thereafter,  was  thrown  into  isolation.  When 
the  period  of  isolation  was  up,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  was  to  go  to  U.S.P. 

Atlanta  for  further  punishment  and  isolation,  where  he  has  presently  been 
for  one  year. 

On  the  way  to  U.S.P.  Atlanta,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  was  beaten  for  refusal  to 
board  the  plane  to  Atlanta.  Mr.  Black  Cloud's  refusal  was  due  to  his 
concern  for  his  safety  and  that  he  would  immediately  be  killed  upon  his 
arrival  at  U.S.P.  Atlanta.  While  at  U.S.P.  Atlanta,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  has 
been  beaten,  betrayed,  and  his  life  continually  placed  in  danger,  which 
has  led  to  a 3.4  million  dollar  federal  civil  suit  against  Warden  Scott,  R 
L.  Matthews,  the  F.B.I.  and  others.  Allegedly,  under  the  auspices  of  R.L. 
Matthews,  Warden  Scott  continues  to  refuse  to  correct  this  terrible 
travesty  of  justice. 

Rather  than  "immediate  parole,"  Mr.  Black  Cloud's  undercover  work  has 
accomplished  nothing  except  continued  beatings,  punishment,  and  isolation 
in  a maximum  security  prison  in  which  he  doesn't  belong. 


Until  filing  his  first  civil  complaint  against  a guard  for  assaulting 
him,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  enjoyed  the  freedom  of  a 24-hour  per  day  unlocked 
cell.  Privileges  were  available,  such  as  all  of  his  property,  better 
visitation,  and  freedom  to  walk  the  yard  freely;  privileges  which  have 
been  currently  denied  for  one  entire  year  at  U.S.P.  Atlanta. 

Once  the  civil  suit  was  filed,  the  New  Hampshire  prison  retaliated  by 
putting  Mr.  Black  Cloud  in  isolation  in  the  hopes  that  it  would  cause  him 
to  dismiss  the  lawsuit  against  the  guard.  When  that  didn't  work,  the  New 
Hampshire  prison  then  shipped  Mr.  Black  Cloud  to  U.S.P.  Atlanta  for 
further  isolation  in  the  hopes  that  Mr.  Black  Cloud  would  drop  the  suit 
against  the  guard  in  New  Hampshire.  Warden  Scott  has  kept  Mr.  Black  Cloud 
in  isolation  for  one  year.  Over  the  years,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  has  earned  a 
lower  level  security,  but  since  U.S.P.  Atlanta  is  a maximum  security 
prison,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  was  just  dumped  into  isolation  since  they  had  no 
other  place  to  put  him. 

To  add  further  insult  to  injury,  U.S.P.  Atlanta  apparently  has  a policy 
whereby  if  an  inmate  is  due  to  be  released  within  one  year,  that  inmate 
would  not  be  transferred,  but  rather  released  from  there.  However,  Mr. 
Black  Cloud  was  transferred  to  U.S.P.  Atlanta  in  error  and  should  be 
transferred  out  immediately  to  correct  the  error.  Moreover,  Mr.  Black 
Cloud's  life  remains  in  terrible  danger  24  hours  a day  for  as  long  as  he 
is  forced  to  remain  at  U.S.P.  Atlanta.  U.S.P.  Atlanta  is  fully  aware  of 
this . 

At  this  period  of  his  incarceration,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  should  be  getting 
pre-release  classes  to  help  him  adjust  back  into  society,  but  those  are 
likewise  being  denied  by  U.S.P.  Atlanta  for  reasons  only  U.S.P.  Atlanta 
administrative  officials  know. 

--  U.S.P.  Atlanta  Denies  Fundamental  Rights 

In  isolation,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  has  been  continually  denied  writing 
utensils  with  which  to  communicate  to  friends  and  family,  as  well  as  to 
prepare  his  legal  work.  He  has  continually  been  denied  access  to  law  books 
in  which  to  prepare  his  legal  paperwork.  Access  to  the  prison  law  library 
and  the  time  and  resources  to  do  legal  work  are  fundamental  rights  of 
prisoners.  Warden  Scott  continues  to  deny  Mr.  Black  Cloud  his  fundamental 
rights  to  writing  utensils  and  access  to  the  aforementioned  law  library. 
Mr.  Black  Cloud  is  forced  to  borrow  writing  utensils  not  only  to  write  to 
friends  and  relatives,  but  in  order  to  get  his  legal  work  prepared.  Yet 
another  injustice. 

In  less  than  three  months,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  has  been  told  on  numerous 
occasions  that  he  would  be  transferred.  He  has  also  been  told  that  all  of 
his  work  for  the  government  has  been  confirmed.  It  has  taken  U.S.P. 

Atlanta  one  year  to  confirm  these  facts,  which,  in  reality,  should  not 
have  taken  more  than  a few  days  or  weeks  at  best. 

All  U.S.P.  Atlanta  has  to  do  to  fix  this  particular  problem  is  to 
transfer  Mr.  Black  Cloud  to  a safer  prison  in  keeping  with  the  security 
level  he  has  rightfully  earned  and  where  he  can  obtain  badly  needed  pre- 
release classes. 

Mr.  Black  Cloud's  fundamental  right  to  protection  continues  to  be  denied 
in  yet  another  way  by  U.S.P.  Atlanta.  The  prison  administration  is  duty- 
bound  in  keeping  the  prison  safe  for  its  inmates.  Yet,  Mr.  Black  Cloud's 
life  has  been  threatened  on  numerous  occasions  while  at  U.S.P.  Atlanta.  A 
guard  recently  threw  hot,  boiling  floor  cleaner  into  Mr.  Black  Cloud's 
cell,  although  Mr.  Black  Cloud  saw  him  coming  and  put  up  a blanket  to 
protect  himself.  A guard  was  watching  the  entire  thing  and  didn't  even 
reprimand  the  floor  worker.  The  guard  chose,  instead,  to  move  Mr.  Black 
Cloud  to  a new  cell,  which,  unfortunately,  was  still  in  reach  of  the  floor 
worker . 

Lately,  guards  have  begun  to  yell  for  all  inmates  to  hear  that  Mr.  Black 
Cloud  is  in  protective  custody  and  that  he  is  an  Indian  snitch.  Inmates 
are  telling  Mr.  Black  Cloud  that  the  guards  are  doing  this  all  over  the 
prison.  Continually!  Yet,  Warden  Scott  does  nothing  to  remedy  this  serious 
injustice.  Mr.  Black  Clouds'  life  remains  in  jeopardy. 

These  facts  make  it  imperative  that  U.S.P.  Atlanta,  the  Department  of 
Justice,  and  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Prisons  make  right  the  promises  of  the 


F.B.I.  Promises  to  protect  Mr.  Black  Cloud  and  to  incarcerate  him  in  a 
safer  prison  setting  at  the  level  of  security  he  has  rightfully  earned. 
These  officials  MUST  get  Mr.  Black  Cloud  out  of  the  federal  prison  system 
altogether. 

--  Protest  of  Injustices  and  Punishment 

Mr.  Black  Cloud  began  his  "spiritual  fast"  out  of  disgust  waiting  for  U. 
S.P.  Atlanta  to  transfer  him  and  because  just  prior  to  the  fast,  three 
prison  guards  came  into  his  room.  One  guard  hand-cuffed  him,  slammed  him 
up  against  the  wall  and  held  him  there  while  the  other  two  guards  rampaged 
his  room.  Once  again  they  took  his  writing  utensils  and  a few  other  things. 
And  once  again,  Mr.  Black  Cloud  was  forced  to  endure  mental  torture 
because  of  the  ploys  of  U.S.P.  Atlanta,  since  the  administration  was  fully 
aware  that  Mr.  Black  Cloud  had  timely  legal  work  which  was  due  to  the 
court  within  a short  time.  Without  his  writing  utensils,  Mr.  Black  Cloud 
was  forced  to  borrow  them. 

Mr.  Black  Cloud  began  his  spiritual  fast  without  food  and  water  on 
January  14.  The  fast  lasted  until  the  evening  of  January  19  for  a total 
of  five  days.  Mr.  Black  Cloud  decided  that  enough  was  enough  and  that  the 
American  people  should  know  what  the  F.B.I.  had  done  in  his  case,  and  with 
what  U.S.P.  Atlanta  continues  to  do  by  way  of  terrible  travesty  of  justice 
in  the  mental  tortures,  beatings,  and  savaging  of  his  personal  property. 
Adding  to  this  insult,  U.S.P.  Atlanta  guards  are  spreading  the  word  around 
the  entire  prison  complex  that  Mr.  Black  Cloud  is  in  protective  custody 
for  being  an  Indian  snitch.  The  guards  likewise  keep  Mr.  Black  Cloud's 
life  in  danger  on  a daily  basis. 

--  In  Conclusion 

The  fact  that  withheld  evidence  was  allowed  during  the  kangaroo  court 
trial  of  Leonard  Peltier,  and  the  fact  that  Mr.  Black  Cloud  was  recruited 
in  the  surveillance  of  Peltier  just  prior  to  the  election  of  Bill  Clinton 
in  1992,  and  the  fact  that  Clinton  continues  to  deny  either  clemency  or  a 
new  trial  even  in  the  face  of  all  of  the  evidence  pointing  to  the 
innocence  of  Peltier,  leads  one  to  conclude  that  the  F.B.I.  was  not  only 
derelict  in  the  continuing  persecution  of  Peltier,  but  in  keeping  its 
promise  of  "freedom"  and  a stay  from  the  federal  prison  system,  to  Mr. 

Black  Cloud.  Sadly,  just  as  the  government  has  failed  with  its  promises 
over  and  over  again  to  Native  American  tribes,  so  has  it  failed  Mr.  Black 
Cloud . 

This  matter  is  of  the  utmost  serious  nature.  The  federal  government 
has  no  right  to  use  this  Native  American  and  then  to  betray  him  by  placing 
his  life  in  danger,  such  that  he  might  be  brought  up  on  charges  for 
self-defense. 

Shouldn't  the  federal  government  be  above  the  status  of  the  very 
criminals  they  are  sworn  to  protect?  But  rather,  aren't  many  merely  wolves 
in  sheep's  clothing?  Where  is  the  federal  government's  integrity  in  this 
matter?  Corrective  action  must  be  taken  NOW!  U.S.P.  Atlanta  MUST  move 
Robert  Black  Cloud  where  he  rightfully  belongs  AND  the  government  must 
keep  its  promise  to  protect  him!  +++++++++++++++++++++++ 

--  How  You  Can  Help 

Please  pass  this  News  Release  along  to  your  Tribal  Affiliates  and  Tribal 
Councils,  to  your  local  media  by  way  of  newspapers,  radio,  local  TV 
stations,  magazines,  and  newsletters.  Those  of  you  who  have  access  to  the 
Internet,  please  post  this  entire  news  release  on  List  Servs  at  your  local 
colleges  or  universities.  E-mail  it  to  your  friends  and  relatives, 
especially  to  Native  Americans  of  all  tribes  and  nations. 

Finally,  send  letters  and  email  messages  to  your  local  government 
officials  demanding  that  Robert  Black  Cloud  be  transferred  immediately. 

If  you  are  an  attorney  or  know  of  an  attorney  who  can  help  Mr.  Black 
Cloud  obtain  a transfer  to  a safer  prison,  and/or  if  you  could  help  in  his 
federal  civil  suit  against  these  government  officials  over  such  terribly 
invasive  injustices,  please  advise. 

For  further  information  and  a list  of  people  and/or  organizations  to 
contact,  please  connect  to  our  URL  on  the  World  Wide  Web  as  follows: 

"http : //www . pe . net/~sharw/robert . html" 


Please  help  a Native  American  to  help  other  Native  Americans.  This 
news  release  has  been  brought  to  you  by  Sharleen  Williams  as  told  to  her 
by  Robert  Black  Cloud.  Dated:  February  9,  1997. 

You  can  contact  her  as  follows: 

Sharleen  Williams 

P.0.  Box  73  Email:  sharw@pe.net 

Perris,  CA  92572  (909)  657-2766  or  (909)  880-5336 

"RE : Robert  Black  Response"  

Date:  Tue,  11  Feb  1997  11:52:02  -0800 

From:  nobody@huge.cajones.com  (Huge  Cajones  Remailer) 

Sub j : Re  News  Release  Regarding  F . B . I . /Leonard  Peltier/Robert  Black 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

I don't  understand.  This  guy  Robert  Black  Cloud  made  a pact  with  the 
Devil  to  try  to  get  incriminating  information  on  our  brother  Leonard  Peltier 
and  you  want  us  to  feel  sorry  for  him  now?  I'm  a native,  and  I've  long 
supported  activities  to  help  Leonard  Peltier  --  a man  who  has  never  given  up 
his  principles  even  in  the  face  of  prison  life  and  harsh  treatment  and  a man 
who  would  never  turn  on  another  native.  (Indeed  Leonard  has  repeatedly 
refused  to  name  Mr.  X,  who  has  confessed  to  the  crime  for  which  Leonard  is 
unjustly  being  held.)  I do  not  feel  sorry  for  Robert  Black  Cloud,  who  you 
say  would  have  turned  on  another  blood  if  he  had  had  the  chance.  I'm  glad 
he  never  got  the  chance. 

"RE;  sisters  Sent  to  Male  Prison"  

Date:  Fri,  7 Feb  1997  16:54:54  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Stephen  Kishewitsch  <stevek@web. ape .org> 

Sub j : Sisters  being  sent  to  male  maximum  prison 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Kingston  Prison  for  Women  situation  is  not  over  yet 
Women  inmates  dread  move  to  maximum  security  prison  for  men 

Three  years  ago  this  April  a disturbance  took  place  at  Kingston's  Prison 
for  Women  in  Ontario  (Canada).  It  resulted  in  the  strip-search,  by  a male 
response  team,  "body  cavity  search",  and  shackling  of  the  six  women 
prisoners  involved,  and  their  detention  in  solitary  for  many  months.  The 
case  developed  into  a major  news  item,  culminating  in  the  Arbour  Commission 
of  Inquiry,  which  was  generally  commended  for  taking  a principled  stance  on 
the  matter.  After  publication  of  the  commission's  report  last  year,  P4W  and 
the  conditions  within  slipped  from  the  public's  awareness  again.  The  prison 
was  supposed  to  be  closed,  and  the  women  sent  to  regional  centres.  It  was 
believed  that  that  particular  sore  spot  would  no  longer  be  a problem. 

Such  hopes  have  turned  out  to  be  premature.  Vague  motions  are  being  made 
in  the  direction  of  closing  Prison  for  Women,  but  what  will  happen  to  some 
of  the  women  there  is  no  improvement.  Corrections  Canada  has  decided  to 
send  several  of  them,  who  are  classified  as  maximum-security  risks,  to 
Kingston  Penitentiary,  one  block  away.  (Kingston  has  five  prisons  within 
town  limits,  and  another  five  within  a 45-minute  drive.)  Kingston  Pen  is 
itself  a maximum-security  institution,  heretofore  entirely  populated  with 
male  offenders  - many  of  them  violently  so. 

The  space  being  prepared  for  the  women  is  currently  used  by  a psychiatric 
treatment  centre  located  in  the  prison.  The  space  is  on  the  top  floor  of 
the  building,  and  a fenced  exercise  area  is  also  to  be  prepared. 

Kingston  Pen  is  only  one  block  from  the  P4W,  but  is  a world  away  in 
function  and  intent.  It  houses  some  of  the  worst  of  Canada's  criminals: 
murderers,  wife-batterers,  pedophiles,  child  molesters,  serial  killers  and 
serial  rapists.  All  are  a danger  to  women.  KP  did,  in  fact,  house  female 
inmates  until  they  were  moved  to  the  P4W  in  1935  on  the  grounds  that  it  was 
inappropriate  for  women  to  be  housed  with  abusive  men.  Margaret  Atwood 
describes  the  place  in  her  current  best-seller  'Alias  Grace' . 


The  move,  given  the  reputation  of  KP  and  its  inmates,  has  made  the  women 
extremely  anxious.  One  visitor  said  the  women  are  "a  wreck."  Two  in  the 
past  week  have  threatened  suicide.  The  reasons  for  their  concern  can  be 
expressed  no  more  clearly  than  by  Karen  Dodd,  herself  one  of  the  women 
facing  possible  transfer: 

Studies  show  that  most  women  in  prison  have  had  crimes  committed 
against  them,  both  as  women  and  as  children.  So  why  are  we  being 
moved  to  a prison  which  holds  these  types  of  men?  I ask  you, 
where  is  the  rehabilitation  in  this  picture?  I see  only 
punishment . 

Another  woman  prisoner  said, 

I was  raped  and  my  daughter  has  also  been  abused.  ...  I don't 
want  to  be  around  rapists  and  pedophiles. 

Shortly  after  the  April  1994  incident,  several  women  were  in  fact  moved 
temporarily  to  KP.  Here  are  a couple  of  descriptions  of  their  reception: 

We  were  in  the  yard  one  day  and  a bunch  of  guys  came  up  to  the 
fence  and  started  yelling  at  us.  They  started  shaking  the  fence 
so  hard  the  guards  came  out  of  the  towers  with  their  guns.  We  got 
scared  and  tried  to  get  back  inside  the  building  but  no-one  would 
let  us  in. 

- a woman  from  P4W  who  had  been  in  KP 
The  men  would  yell  things  like,  'show  us  your  tits,  bitch,'  call  us 
sluts,  tell  us  to  go  back  to  P4W. 

- a woman  from  P4W  who  had  been  in  KP 

And  Marjorie  Beaudry,  another  woman  in  P4W,  points  this  out: 

A year  and  a half  ago  a woman,  a clerk  at  KP,  was  raped  and  held 
hostage.  If  they  can't  ensure  the  safety  of  their  own  female 
workers,  how  the  hell  are  they  going  to  ensure  my  safety? 

Male  inmates  presently  resident  on  the  third  floor  are  being  moved  to 
make  room  for  the  women.  Furthermore,  KP  administration  says  the  men  will 
be  locked  down  any  time  the  women  are  moved  - two  measures  certain  to 
aggravate  the  resentment  the  men  can  be  expected  to  feel. 

A citizen's  advisory  committee  has  written  to  Solicitor-General  Herb  Gray 
and  other  officials,  to  say  that  the  move  to  KP  is  "a  very  poor  idea,  and 
will  be  very  costly  in  human  and  financial  terms."  The  chair  of  the 
committee,  who  has  worked  with  the  inmates  in  various  capacities  since 
1981,  found  "a  tremendous  amount  of  insecurity"  in  the  treatment  centre  in 
KP.  The  letter  has  apparently  had  no  effect. 

Low-security  facilities  are  being  built  or  have  been  built  to  take  some 
of  the  female  prison  population  as  Prison  for  Women  is  closed.  A healing 
lodge  in  Saskatchewan,  which  follows  traditional  Native  healing  practices 
and  accepts  Native  and  non-Native  women,  seems  to  be  doing  good  work.  There 
is  another  in  Kitchener.  Unfortunately,  these  are  for  people  classified  as 
minimum  security  risks.  The  advisory  committee's  unanimous  recommendation 
was  that  the  maximum-security  women  be  kept  in  P4W  until  new  facilities  can 
be  built,  but  such  a move  is  apparently  not  being  contemplated.  Corrections 
Canada  calls  its  move  an  "interim  measure",  but  it  has  revealed  nothing  in 
the  nature  of  an  alternate  long  term  plan,  or  a timetable  for  change. 

At  the  time  of  the  1994  incident,  some  8 women  were  classified  maximum- 
risk.  This  number  has  been  rising:  it  is  now  20  or  25,  meaning  that  many 
more  people  ready  to  be  injected  into  a population  of  violent  males. 

Melissa  Stewart,  Director  of  Project  Another  Chance,  says  that  Corrections 
Canada  currently  has  more  than  39  women  slated  for  eventual  transfer  to  KP. 

The  classification  process  itself  has  made  the  women  feel  quite  insecure. 
Upon  entry  into  the  prison  system  one  is  automatically  classed  as  a 
maximum-security  risk.  Pat  Tate,  who  works  at  the  Kingston  Native 
Friendship  Centre,  points  out  that  anyone  could  become  involved  in  a 
confrontation,  willingly  or  not,  and  find  herself  reclassified  as  a result. 
One  woman,  she  says,  went  to  bed  as  a Medium  risk  and  woke  up  as  a Maximum. 

More  unfortunately  still,  it  seems  that  a disproportion  of  Native  women 
are  classed  as  high  risk.  Apparently  the  first  seven  women  targeted  for 
transfer  have  been  identified,  and  it  is  also  worth  noting  who  they  are. 


Six  of  the  women  are  Native,  and  the  seventh  is  Black.  Pat  Tate  asks,  "If 
this  isn't  racism,  what  is?" 

The  first  move  is  scheduled  for  April.  One  woman  destined  for  KP,  unless  a 
halfway  house  can  be  found  for  her,  is  7 months  pregnant.  Your  response 
needs  to  get  out  soon. 

What  you  can  do:  write  Solicitor-General  Herb  Gray  and  PM  lean  Chretien. 
This  is  likely  to  be  an  election  year,  and  Ottawa  should  be  sensitive  to 
public  comment.  A Habeas  Corpus  process  is  underway  in  court,  but  such 
actions  are  expensive  and  uncertain. 

Herb  Gray's  address  is: 

Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  Bldg,  13th  flooor 
340  Laurier  Ave  W.  Ottawa,  Ontario  K1A  0P8 
tel  613-991-2924,  fax  613-952-2240 
http: //www. sgc .gc . ca 

Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien  can  be  reached  at 
Prime  Minister's  Office,  Langevin  Block 
80  Wellington  St. 

Ottawa,  Ontario  K1A  0A2 

"RE : Indians  Achieve  Landmark  Decision"  

Date:  Thu,  6 Feb  1997  17:29:01  -0500 
From:  sonyarado@aol.com 

Sub j : Indians  Achieve  Landmark  Decision  in  Federal  Court 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  RIGHTS  FUND 
1506  Broadway,  Boulder,  CO  80302 

MEDIA  ALERT:  For  Immediate  Release,  February  6,  1997 

CONTACTS:  lim  McCarthy  (202)  333-8810  and  Keith  Harper  (202)  785-4166 

INDIANS  ACHIEVE  LANDMARK  DECISION  IN  FEDERAL  COURT 

- ludge  Makes  Watershed  Ruling  for  Class  Certification  - 

- Government  Suffers  Major  Legal  Setback  Despite  Vigorous  Opposition  in 
Breach  of  Trust  Case  - 

WASHINGTON,  DC  - In  a first-of-its-kind  ruling,  a federal  judge  has  decided 
to  grant  certification  to  a class  of  more  than  300,000  individual  Indian 
account  holders  suing  the  federal  government  for  gross  mismanagement  of  the 
Indians'  multibillion  dollar  trust  fund.  The  suit  now  becomes  the  largest 
ever  brought  against  the  government  for  financial  mismanagement  and  the 
broadest  such  effort  by  American  Indians. 

Class  certification  guarantees  that  past  and  present  IIM  account  holders 
will  be  able  to  pursue  in  court,  for  the  first  time: 

- A full  accounting  of  the  trust  funds 

- The  establishment  of  new  management  systems  that  live  up  to  standard 
accounting  requirements 

- Full  restitution  for  all  monies  lost  or  stolen  over  the  entire  term  of  the 
160-year  old  trust 

"This  is  an  historic  accomplishment  for  Indian  Country,"  said  John  E. 
Echohawk,  Executive  Director  of  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund.  "We  stand 
poised  now  to  force  the  government  to  honor  its  legal  obligation  to  manage 
our  critical  trust  fund  prudently.  Century-old  excuses  and  stonewalling  have 
been  rejected  by  the  judge  and  will  simply  no  longer  work." 

Attorneys  representing  all  individual  Indian  trust  beneficiaries  vowed  to 
continue  litigating  this  case  vigorously  despite  relentless  efforts  by 
government  lawyers  to  shield  the  Secretaries  of  Interior  and  Treasury  from 
accountability  to  their  trust  beneficiaries. 

"The  government  fought  tooth  and  nail  to  prevent  class  certification,"  said 
Elouise  Cobell,  the  lead  plaintiff.  "That's  because  now  that  the  court  has 
affirmed  us,  we  will  be  able  to  prove  how  irresponsible  and  damaging  their 
handling  of  our  money  has  been." 


The  Department  of  Interior  and  Treasury  are  obligated  to  hold  and  reinvest 
individual  Indian  trust  monies  for  account  holders  - revenue  derived  from 
oil,  gas,  timber  and  other  leases.  But  Interior  lacks  even  a basic 
accounting  and  accounts  receivable  system  and  perhaps  tens  of  billions  of 
dollars  are  missing  or  uncollected. 

"RE : Assistance  Needed  to  Rescue  Graves"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Feb  1997  18:46:28  -0500 
From:  spikegritz@aol.com 

Sub  j : Legal  Assistance  Needed  to  Rescue  Cherokee  Trail-of -Tears 
Graves . . . 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

A Note  from  Runningbull! 

If  you  know  anyone  with  Federal  Lands  Lease/Purchase  Expertise  please  advise 
us : 

The  Two  Feathers  Medicine  Clan  is  a alliance  of  many  First  Nations,  being 
found  on  Treaty  Documents  as  early  as  1866,  but  founded  20  or  more  years 
earlier  by  some  very  famous  "old  ones"  whose  names  you  know  if  you  know 
native  history.  Ask  Leonard  Crow  Dog  about  us  if  you  wish. 

The  Clan  was  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  insuring  the  survival  of 
Native  Culture,  Ceremony,  Religion,  and  Land  Base.  It  is  recognized  by 
Spiritual  Leaders  from  all  over  this  world  - and  beyond  it! 

Led  today  by  Spiritual  Leader  Duke  Doseph  Big  Feather,  the  Clan  is 
attempting  to  secure  l/20th  of  1%  of  the  Shawnee  National  Forest  in 
Southern  Illinois,  near  the  town  of  Anna,  where  over  300  Cherokee  graves 
are  situated  near  the  site  of  a old  Cherokee  Trail-of-Tears  encampment. 

These  graves  need  full-time  protection  from  desecration,  as  does  the  new 
Sun-Dance  site! 

The  site  was  developed  by  the  Federal  Government  as  a Dob  Training 
Center,  but  is  not  in  use  as  such  anymore.  The  first  annual  Two  Feathers 
Medicine  Clan  Sundance  was  held  there  this  last  summer,  with  dancers 
present  from  all  over  the  world,  including  the  Amazon  Basin,  where  the 
Clan  has  many  members.  The  Clan  has  use  of  the  site  for  three  weeks  out  of 
the  year,  but  for  the  balance  of  the  year  is  open  to  possible  grave 
desecration . 

If  the  Federal  Government  should  decide  to  sell  this  parcel,  the  Clan  is 
imminently  eligible  for  grants  to  cover  the  principle,  but  a down  payment 
would  be  needed.  A 99  year  $1.00  lease  is  possible,  but  LEGAL  ASSISTANCE 
IS  NEEDED  to  follow  through  with  the  acquisition!  Please  step  forward  and 
render  legal  or  other  assistance  to  this  worthy  Native  Cause,  joining  with 
many  of  today's  prominent  spiritual  leaders! 

Unity  and  solidarity  with  Native  Leadership  from  all  walks  of  Native 
American  Life  is  needed  immediately!  DOIN  WITFI  US! 

If  you  would  like  to  assist  in  their  efforts  in  any  way,  or  for 
membership  information,  please  contact  Duke  Doseph  Big  Feather  at:  Fax: 

(708)  672-7672 

Duke  just  returned  from  the  Inauguration,  where  more  political  support 
was  curried,  but  we  need  legal  help! 

Or,  you  may  pass  messages  through  Runningbull:  "spikegritz@aol.com"  - 
801-686-2568  (w/messaging)  or  2567  (no  message  machine) 

"RE;  Support  of  Zapatistas"  

Date:  Wed,  5 Feb  1997  15:55:08  -0800 

From:  moonlight@igc . ape . org(National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico, USA) 
Sub j : signatures  wanted  in  support  of  Zapatistas 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


PLEASE  SIGN  THIS  LETTER  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE  ZAPATISTAS!!  We  plan  to  publish 
this  as  a letter  to  the  editor  in  La  Dornada  on  February  9,  1997.  Send  your 


signatures  - of  organizations  and/or  individuals  by  Saturday  February  8th. 

If  you  wish  for  the  Zapatistas  to  know  you  are  supporting  them,  please 
sign  this  letter  and  e-mail  it  to  their  US  representative : 

Cecilia  Rodriguez  at:  <moonlight@igc . ape .org>  or  fax  it  to: 

(915)  532-8382,  or  mail  it  to:  NCDM,  601  N. Cotton  St.#A103, 

El  Paso,  Texas,  79902 

We  also  recommend  sending  copies  to: 

Presidente  Zedillo  at  e-mail:  webadmon@op.presidencia.gob.mex 
or  fax  from  US:  011-52-5-277-2376  and 
President  Clinton:  e-mail:  president@whitehouse.gov 
fax:  202-456-2461 

La  jornada:  e-mail:  jornada@condor.dgsca.unam.mx 
fax:  011-52-5-521-2763 

In  solidarity  with  the  struggle  of  the  Zapatistas, 

Susana  Saravia-Ugarte 

for  Nuevo  Amanecer  Press/USA 


To  the  men  and  women  of  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation; 
To  the  families  of  the  Zapatista  communities; 

To  the  indigenous  people  of  Mexico; 

To  the  people  of  Mexico; 

Brothers  and 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Innu-L,  Triballaw,  Uptowne  & NATIVE-L 
listservers;  North  American  Spirit  Lodge;  Workers  World  News  Service; 
Newsgroups : soc .culture . native, alt . native, alt . culture . us . southwest; 

UUCP  and  genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Marc  Becker  and  David  Cole  issues  of  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  are  being  archived  at  a World-Wide-Web  site. 

- The  URL  is  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  love  that  land  of  winding  waters  more  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 

A man  who  would  not  love  his  father's  grave  is  worse  than  a wild  animal." 
Chief  Joseph,  Ni-mi-poo 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  ! 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  \ 

\ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  crisis  from  this  rough  winter  continues.  The  People  still  need  help. 
Window  Rock,  AZ  had  a huge  blizzard  this  past  week.  Send  blankets  and 
donations  for  firewood  to  the  following: 

Navajo  Nation 
P.  0.  Box  308 
Window  Rock,  AZ  86515 
(520)  871-4941 

Another  note  arrived  this  week  from  some  people  who  are  helping  the 
People  on  the  reservations  survive  this  winter  I wanted  to  share,  but  they 
asked  that  I not  with  this  closing  comment: 

Please  don't  mention  our  names  as  donors  in  the  news  letter,  as  we 
believe  that  these  gifts  are  from  the  Creator,  not  from  us.  We  are 
simply  fortunate  to  just  be  a part  of  the  process. 

I thank  you  for  the  elders  who  will  live  and  remember  your  generosity. 
Creator  knows  of  your  gifts. 

Elaine  Flattery  offers  this  address  and  these  suggestions: 

Mary  works  in  the  school  there  and  also  thinks  of  the  childrens'  needs 
(just  like  Helmina)  that  she  sees  daily.  As  a kind  gesture,  I suggest 
sending  things  for  entertainment  (if  they  can)  for  the  long  winters,  or 
that  could  be  used  in  school ...  such  as  videos,  coloring  books,  crayons  etc. 
Rosebud  Reservation: 

M.  Wain 
Box  283 

Parmelee,  SD  57566 

(yes  this  address  can  be  used  by  UPS) 

Ann  Follett  got  the  local  Sams  Club  to  help: 

When  I spoke  to  Sams  Club  in  North  Dakota  today  they  spoke  of  a truck 
load  of  clothes  going  up  to  Fort  Yates.  It  sounds  as  if  the  clothing 
needs  are  definitely  being  met. 

We  are  in  the  process  of  sending  some  diapers  now.  We  will  be  getting  a 
special  corporate  discount .. .YES ! 

Ann 

Here's  the  addresses  I listed  last  week: 

PO  Box  8392 

Rapid  City,  SD  57709 

Checks  made  out  to  Wapaha  Canku  Luta 

(a  Lakota  nonprofit  organization) 

or  to  Doe  Chasing  Horses 

The  Dakota  Sovereign  Traditional  Oyate 
PO  Box  732 

Fort  Yates,  ND  50538-7104 
(701)  854-7165 

Blackfeet  Tribe 
PO  Box  850 
Browning,  MT  59417 
(406)  338-7406 

The  buffalo  slaughter  in  Montana  has  eclipsed  1000  head.  This  is  a 
direct  assault  on  Native  Peoples.  The  brucellosis  issue  is  a non-issue. 

That  leaves  greed  as  the  motive.  Here  are  some  Montana  Senators'  email 
addresses  you  might  wish  to  contact  (flood!!!): 
senator@enzi . senate . gov 
craig@thomas . senate.gov. 


Max  Baucus  <max@baucus.senate.gov>, 

Conrad  Burns  <conrad_burns@burns. senate. gov> 

We  ask  that  all  persons  come  join  the  Buffalo  Vigil  (a/k/a  protest)  at 
Yellowstone  National  Park  in  Gardiner  Mt  (the  Arch)  beginning  Tuesday 
through  Friday  of  Each  Week  beginning  Feb.  18th  through  March  6,  1997. 

For  each  traibe,  organization,  family,  or  town  submitting  a copy  of 
petition,  resolution,  etc.,  a sign  will  be  posted  at  the  Yellowstone  site 
on  your  behalf. 

InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative 

Brian  EagleHeart  <psu06364@odin.cc.pdx.edu>  sends  this  website: 

Hey  Gary, 

I came  across  a website  address  in  my  e-mail  that  talks  about  many 
different  Native  prophecies,  it  is  pretty  good.  Thought  it  might  be 
useful,  if  you  like  it  maybe  you  can  pass  it  on  to  your  readers: 
http : //members . aol . com/ spikegritz/mw44/bluelodg. htm 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Legal  Aid  Needed  - Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Efforts  to  Protect  Bison  - Congressional  Hearing  for  Leonard 

- Bison  Advocacy  Project  Alert  - Indian  Gaming  and  Indian  Poverty 

- Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier  - Ward  Valley  Indigenous  Nuke  Issue 

- Leonard  Peltier  Story 

- Day  of  Prayer  for  the  Buffalo 

- Press  Release  from  Hotevilla 

- Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute 

- Big  Mountain  News 

- Innu/Inuit  Rights  at  Voisey's  Bay 

- Kickapoo  Oppose  Transfer 

- AIM  Club 

- Voices  of  the  Wintercount 

- Sauk  and  Fox  History 

- Royal  Commission  3-4 

- Senator  Bruce  Babbitt  at  the  NCAI 

- Native  Nations  Block  Nuke  Dump 

- Landmark  Treaty  Decision 

- Oppose  the  Ptarmigan  Trail 

- Akinksake  Gravesite  Threatened 

- HIV  Care  for  Native  Americans 

- Poem:  Bare  Trees 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Legal  Aid  Needed"  

Date:  Fri,  14  Feb  1997  16:48:04  -0600 
From:  Randy  Whitewolf  <rcholt@rionne.com> 

Sub j : Legal  Aid  Needed 

UUCP  email 

Hau,  may  I speak  of  a brother  in  need? 

A friend  of  mine,  who  is  affiliated  with  the  Kiethly  Creek  Band  of  the 
American  Indian  Alliance,  and  currently  living  in  Tennessee,  is 
desperately  in  need  of  low  or  no  cost  legal  assistance,  guidance,  aid, 
or  whatever.  If  anyone  can  point  him  in  the  right  direction  please  let 
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me  know,  on  this  list  or  privately,  and  I will  forward  it  to  him. 


The  situation  as  I understand  it  is  this; 

He  was  divorced  last  year.  He  was  awarded  custody  of  his  2 very  young 
daughters  based  on  evidence  that  they  had  been  sexually  abused  by  the 
ex-wife  and  her  boyfriend. 

Recently  the  ex's  family  decided  they  wanted  custody  of  their 
granddaughters . Though  the  Ex's  family  appeared  to  have  the  money  to 
afford  whatever  legal  *justice*  they  wanted,  my  friend  was  confident 
that  he  and  the  good  old  boy  lawyer  he  could  afford  could  win  in  a 
custody  hearing. 

Then  the  dirty  tricks  began. 

The  family  pulled  some  strings  to  have  the  girls  removed  pending  the 
hearings.  They  were  removed  from  their  beds  in  the  middle  of  the  night 
and  placed  in  foster  *care*  in  the  home  of  an  Evangelist  Preacher  and 
his  wife.  The  girls'  hair  was  cut  off  and  their  bodies  scrubbed  to 
*remove  the  stench  of  Satan*.  They  have  been  told  that  their  Dad  is 
going  to  Hell  and  that  the  native  learnings  he  and  his  mother  (a 
Medicine  Woman)  have  taught  them  are  *teachings  of  the  Devil*.  Their 
minds  are  being  played  with  in  hopes  of  getting  them  to  testify  that  it 
was  their  Father,  not  the  Mother's  boyfriend,  who  had  molested  them. 

These  girls  are  at  a very  impressionable  age,  have  been  through  much 
trauma  already,  and  the  further  damage  intentionally  being  inflicted  on 
their  spirits  may  already  be  permanent. 

My  friend  cares  deeply  for  his  children  and  is  in  much  pain  that  they 
are  being  used  and  abused  in  this  way.  He  is  also  facing  possible 
prison  for  child  molestation  if  the  family  has  their  way. 

If  it  is  within  anyone's  capacity  to  offer  advice,  assistance,  or  prayer 
please  do. 

mitakolapi,  pilamaya  yelo 
Randy 


- — "RE:  Efforts  to  Protect  Bison"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Feb  97  10:57:59  -0600 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

Sub j : Efforts  to  Protect  Bison 

UUCP  email 

EFFORTS  TO  PROTECT  YELLOWSTONE  BISON  MOVE  FORWARD 

WASHINGTON,  Feb.  7,  1997--  Proposals  to  provide  Yellowstone  bison  with 
additional  winter  grazing  lands  while  protecting  cattle  from  the  spread  of 
brucellosis  were  outlined  today  in  a letter  to  the  governor  of  Montana. 

The  proposal,  put  forward  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture's  Animal 
and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service  and  Forest  Service,  and  by  the 
National  Park  Service,  builds  upon  and  further  defines  the  proposals 
outlined  in  a similar  letter  last  week. 

"This  is  a very  important  part  of  stopping  the  slaughter  of  bison  in  the 
Greater  Yellowstone  ecosystem,"  said  Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary  of  the 
Interior . 

Intensive  hazing  to  keep  bison  in  Yellowstone  National  Park  and  adjacent 
Forest  System  lands,  additional  bison  winter  grazing  range,  and  the 
protection  of  domestic  cattle  from  transmission  of  brucellosis  remain  the 
principle  elements.  The  potential  for  bison  quarantine  facilities  was 
also  discussed.  While  the  measures  are  designed  to  alleviate  this 
winter's  acute  situation,  certain  elements  could  serve  as  the  basis  for  a 
long-term  solution. 

The  proposal  identifies  important  winter  grazing  land  in  the  Gallatin 
National  Forest  at  Horse  Butte  onto  which  bison  will  be  allowed.  The 
three  agencies  have  agreed  on  measures  that  will  permit  the  bison  to 
winter  in  this  area  undisturbed  while  ensuring  that  cattle  are  not  exposed 
to  any  potential  transmission  of  brucellosis. 


"These  measures  will  help  get  us  through  the  winter  and  into  the  spring 
while  protecting  cattle  from  the  spread  of  brucellosis/'  said  Terry  L. 
Medley,  administrator  of  APHIS,  a part  of  USDA's  marketing  and  regulatory 
programs  mission  area.  "Further,  I am  optimistic  that  continued 
discussions  among  the  involved  agencies  will  lead  to  agreement  and  a long- 
term solution. 

"The  additional  bison  winter  grazing  land  will  help  relieve  the 
difficult  situation  we  are  facing  this  winter,"  said  Mike  Dombeck,  Forest 
Service  chief.  "Further,  we  are  committed  to  discussing  such  provisions 
as  part  of  a long-term  solution." 

In  the  letter,  the  three  federal  agencies  also  reiterated  their 
commitment  to  continue  working  together  and  with  the  states  to  develop 
long-term  cooperative  efforts  to  address  critical  issues.  These  issues 
include  brucellosis  elimination  in  the  Yellowstone  ecosystem,  providing 
additional  suitable  bison  winter  range  outside  the  Park,  and  encompassing 
the  interests  of  stakeholders,  including  Native  American  tribes. 
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D.D.K.  Chipps 
"Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 
(Remember  Wounded  Knee) 
http : //www . eden . com/~jdkc 


"RE : Bison  Advocacy  Project  Alert"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Feb  97  22:06:09  -0600 

Sub j : Fwd : BAP  Alert  2/12/97 

From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Dames  Barnes  \ Internet:  (jbarnes@wildrockies.org) 

Sub j : BAP  Alert  2/12/97 

UUCP  email 


***BUFFALO  SLAUGHTER  ALERT  2/14/97*** 

Bison  Advocacy  Project 
POB  7381  Missoula,  MT  59807 
(406)  728-5733 

bison@wildrockies.org  (or  e-mail  me  at  jbarnes@wildrockies.org) 

Today's  official  Winter  '96- '97  bison  kill-count:  855--a  quarter  of  the 
entire  population! 

Unofficially:  "Over  one  thousand  slaughtered!" 

FEDS  FEELING  THE  PRESSURE:  LETTER  SENT  TO  MONTANA  GOVERNOR  RACICOT  On 
Friday  , Feb. 7,  the  heads  of  the  US  Forest  Service,  National  Park  Service 
and  the  Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service  (APHIS)  sent  a letter 
to  Gov.  Marc  Racicot  of  Montana  detailing  their  proposal  to  allow  bison  to 
stay  on  state  and  federal  land  in  Montana--without  Montana's  brucellosis- 
free  status  being  affected.  The  plan  involves  hazing  and  transportation, 
and  still  means  the  removal  of  all  bison  before  cattle  come  onto  the 
National  Forests  to  graze.  Bad  ideas  include  building  "barriers"  on  and 
along  groomed  snowmobile  trails  in  the  park  to  keep  bison  from  getting  out. 
One  option  being  considered  is  to  CLOSE  THE  SNOWMOBILE  TRAILS.  Right  on: 
fence  out  snowmachines,  not  bison!  They  are  also  planning  to  remove  bison 
from  private  lands  rather  than  shoot  them.  A huge  number  have  been  killed 
on  land  belonging  to  the  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant  (CUT),  an  armed 
survivalist  cult  who  demand  immediate  killing  of  wild  bison  on  their 
property.  The  obvious  management  option  carefully  ignored  by  the  feds  is 
to  cancel  cattle  grazing  leases  on  federal  lands  so  that  bison  can  winter 
there  unmolested.  This  would  be  far  simpler  than  all  the  byzantine 
machinations  of  trucking  and  hazing  and  monitoring  proposed  in  this 
document.  CANCEL  THE  GRAZING  PERMITS!  The  state  has  yet  to  respond  but 
they  can't  be  happy.  Their  excuse  for  depopulating*  the  Yellowstone  bison 
herd  is  getting  weaker.  Meanwhile  the  killing  continues. 

* range  management  lingo  for  exterminating  an  entire  herd 


GET  INVOLVED!  MISSOULA  MEETING  FOR  INTERESTED  FOLKS  5PM  THURSDAY.  Come  by 


Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers  office  at  Locust  St.,  Missoula,  or  call  ahead  for 
directions,  info  at  (406)728-0867. 

RALLY! RALLY! RALLY! RALLY! RALLY! RALLY! RALLY! RALLY! RALLY! RALLY! RALLY! RALLY! 
The  Bison  Advocacy  Project  and  Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers  will  be  sponsoring 
a rally  in  Helena,  Montana's  state  capital,  on  Tuesday,  February  25,  to 
raise  our  voices  in  outrage  at  the  continued  killing  of  wild  buffalo.  Call  a 
number  below  for  more  info.  We  need  transportation  help.  Call  if  you  can 
offer  a ride. 


BOYCOTTS  OF  MONTANA: 

-The  fund  for  Animals  has  called  a tourism  boycott  of  Montana.  Call  the 
Montana  Travel  Bureau  1-800-847-4868  (No  more  visits  till  the  slaughter 
stops ! ) 

-BOYCOTT  BEEF!  Call  the  Montana  Stockgrowers  Association  at  (406)  442-3420 
to  register  your  distaste  for  beef  tainted  by  bison  extermination. 

***Video  clips  of  the  slaughter  are  available  from  Cold  Mountain,  Cold 
Rivers  POB  7941  Missoula,  MT  59807  (406)  728-0867  cmcr@ism.net  *** 


Check  out  this  website!  http://www.edn.com/~jdkc 

Tell  Politicians  and  Bureaucrats  WHAT  THEY  SHOULD  DO! 

-APHIS  must  cease  to  threaten  Montana's  brucellosis-free  status. 

-Montana  must  cease  its  bison  extermination  program. 

-Public  lands  in  the  Greater  Yellowstone  must  accommodate  bison  as  a native 
wildlife  species. 

-Bison  should  be  given  to  the  tribes  alive  rather  than  shot. 

-Cattle  grazing  allotments  on  public  lands  should  be  phased  out 

-Open  range  should  be  reestablished,  and  a wild  bison  economy  should  be 
encouraged.  As  it  was  so  shall  it  be! 

-APHIS  Administrator  Terry  Medley,  (202)720-2511,  fax  (202)720-3982 

-Governor  of  Montana,  Marc  Racicot,  State  Capitol,  Helena,  MT  59620  (406) 
444-3111 

-Superintendent  of  Yellowstone  National  Park,  Mike  Finley,  Box  168 

Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wy  82190  (307)344-2002 

-Montana's  US  Senators  Max  Baucus  at  max@baucus.senate.gov  and  Conrad  Burns 
at  conrad_burns@burns.senate.gov 

-Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Interior  Bldg.  1849  C St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20240  Ph:  (202)  208-7531,  fax:  (202)  208-6956,  e-mail: 
Bruce_Babbitt@IOS . DOI . GOV 

-Dan  Glickman,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  200  A Whitten  Bldg.,  1400 
Independence  Ave.  SW,  Washington,  DC,  Ph:  (202)  720-2166,  e-mail: 
Agsec@usda.gov 

BISON  BELONG  IN  MONTANA! 

For  more  information  contact: 

-Bison  Advocacy  Project  POB  7381  Missoula,  MT  59807  (406)  728-5733 
bison@wildrockies . org  (or  e-mail  me  at  jbarnes@wildrockies . org) 

-Cold  mountain.  Cold  Rivers  POB  7941  Missoula,  MT  59807  (406)  728-0867 
cmcr@ism.net 

-Save  Our  Bison  (406)  646-7457 

-Bison  Action  Group  (406)  589-9141 
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D.D.K.  Chipps 
"Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 
(Remember  Wounded  Knee) 
http : //www . eden . com/~jdkc 


RE:  Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier 


Date:  Wed,  12  Feb  1997  13:57:13  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 
Sub j : Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier: 


UUCP  email 


Hi:  I thought  some  of  you  might  be  interested  in  Leonard's  words.  If  you'd 
like  to  be  kept  updated,  and  help  work  for  Leonard's  freedom,  please  email 
me,  and  I will  tell  you  how  you  can  help.  You  can  also  be  added  to  the 
LPSG/NET  GROUP  I have  on  the  net.  Thank  you! 

Freedom  Heart 

Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier:  From  "Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse":  LPDC  Official 
Newsletter: 

Greetings  My  Friends  and  Supporters, 

I hope  that  every  one  of  you  enjoyed  a safe  and  happy  holiday  season,  and 
that  the  New  Year  brings  prosperity  and  happiness.  I must  tell  the  truth 
and  say  that  I experienced  a lot  of  disappointment  not  having  a decision 
yet  on  my  Clemency  request,  but  that  pain  was  somewhat  diluted  by  a visit 
from  my  beautiful  daughter  Marquetta  and  my  adorable  grandson,  Jacob.  The 
holiday  season  has  been  especially  lonely  for  me,  consisting  of  phone 
calls  and  photographs.  It  was  wonderful  being  able  to  spend  a few  hours 
with  family! 

It  is  easy  to  take  for  granted  your  loved  ones.  When  a man  is  in  my 
position,  he  learns  that  moments  spent  together  are  most  precious.  I want 
to  send  extra  special  thanks  to  my  daughter  for  moving  to  Lawrence  to  join 
the  Committee.  I am  so  very  proud  of  her! 

I also  want  to  send  my  best  wishes  to  Bill  May  who  has  decided  to  leave 
the  LPDC  after  3 years  of  service.  I appreciate  all  you  have  done  and  I 
hope  that  whatever  road  you  walk,  you  will  know  success  and  peace.  I will 
always  consider  you  a Brother. 

This  Christmas  our  support  network  was  able  to  sponsor  two  families  in 
desperate  need  who  came  to  us  for  assistance.  One  single  Mom  in  Kansas 
faced  having  nothing  for  her  four  children  because  she  was  late  in 
applying  to  local  programs.  The  other  family,  residing  in  Arizona,  began 
suffering  when  the  children's  father  left,  abandoning  his  responsibilities. 

My  heart  broke  when  I discovered  the  seriousness  of  their  situation.  Our 
generous  and  compassionate  friends  were  able  to  provide  new  clothes, 
jackets,  hats,  gloves,  toys,  and  food  baskets.  Whether  or  not  you  believe 
in  the  religious  aspects  of  the  holiday,  I believe  we  can  all  agree  with 
the  spirit  of  good  will  which  grows  so  much  brighter  each  December. 

We  must  continue  to  face  challenges  with  integrity  and  fortitude  in  the 
New  Year.  My  clemency  request  remains  unanswered.  Within  the  pages  of 
this  publication  you  will  read  of  the  hardships  and  abuses  faced  by  the 
Dineh,  the  Western  Shoshone,  and  so  many  others.  Let  that  holiday 
compassion  carry  over  and  take  ACTION  on  those  issues  that  demand 
attention.  So  many  suffer  and  that  suffering  could  be  ended  if  people  of 
conscience  made  stand  in  solidarity.  I believe  in  you.  I have  faith  in 
you.  Please,  do  your  part  to  better  the  world  for  all  humankind. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 

To  subscribe  to  "Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse",  and  help  with  the  support  of  the 
LPDC,  send  a check  for  $12.00  for  a one  year  subscription  - 6 issues  - to: 
LPDC 

PO  Box  583 
La 


"RE:  Leonard  Peltier  Story"  

Date:  Fri,  14  Feb  1997  00:24:36  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - FOCUS  ON  LEONARD  PELTIER  # 1 - BACKGROUND  INFO 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
IN  RESPONSE  TO  SOME  BASIC  QUESTIONS  BY  VARIOUS  N.A.S.L.  MEMBERS  RECEIVED  FRO 
TIME  TO  TIME  : THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  COMES  DIRECTLY  FROM  THE  LEONARD 


PELTIER  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE  WEBPAGE  AT: 
http://www.unicom.net/peltien/index.html 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  STORY  - 


Leonard  Peltier  could  be  you,  me,  anyone  who  stands  up  for  his  family, 
friends,  community,  and  beliefs.  Leonard  is  a Native  American  serving  two 
consecutive  life  sentences  in  a federal  penitentiary,  even  though  there  is 
NO  CREDIBLE  EVIDENCE  that  he  is  guilty  of  anything. 

On  Dune  26,  1975  two  FBI  agents  allegedly  searching  for  a young  Indian 
accused  of  stealing  a pair  of  used  cowboy  boots,  followed  occupants  of  a 
red  pick-up  truck  on  the  land  of  Harry  and  Cecelia  Dumping  Bull.  Their 
behavior  precipitated  a shootout  in  which  the  agents  and  a Native  American 
were  killed.  Within  hours  of  the  shootout,  according  to  the  U.S. 

Commission  on  Civil  Rights,  hundreds  of  paramilitary  equipped,  combat-clad 
FBI  agents  and  US  Marshals  staged  a dragnet  through  the  reservation  in  a 
fever  of  revenge  in  which  men,  women,  and  children  were  terrified  and 
properties  and  homes  were  ransacked.  There  was  no  investigation  into  the 
death  of  the  Native  American. 

Leonard  had  been  previously  identified  as  an  AIM  leader  by  the  FBI  and 
targeted  by  their  notorious  COINTELPRO  program  which  "neutralized"  people 
by  slander,  attack,  and  arrest.  Fearing  no  possibility  of  a fair  trial  and 
perhaps  immediate  execution  and  at  the  request  and  advice  of  his  elders, 
he  fled  to  Canada  where  he  was  arrested  and  extradited  by  affidavits 
manufactured  by  the  FBI  that  the  gov't  now  concedes  were  false. 

Four  men  were  initially  accused  of  the  murders.  Two  were  acquitted  and 
the  government  dropped  all  charges  against  the  third  to  concentrate  the 
"full"  prosecutorial  weight  of  the  government  against  Leonard  Peltier.  He 
was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  two  consecutive  life  terms.  The  handpicked 
judge,  favored  by  the  FBI  for  his  anti-Indian  reputation,  refused  evidence 
of  self  defense.  Information  from  the  acquittals  of  his  codefendants  was 
ruled  inadmissible.  Durors  were  convinced  that  AIM  "snipers"  would  kill 
them  at  any  times.  In  short  Peltier  was  convicted  before  his  trial.  The 
government  has  subsequently  changed  its  theory  on  who  killed  the  agents 
and  today  admits  they  have  NO  IDEA  WHO  KILLED  THEM.  This  change  of  theory 
came  about  during  an  appeal  when  a judge  suggested  to  the  prosecution  that 
the  evidence  was,  at  best,  only  circumstantial.  The  government  then  argued 
that  they  had  tried  Leonard  as  both  the  murderer  and  aider  and  abettor. 
According  to  the  final  decision  of  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals, 
Peltier's  trial  and  previous  appeals  had  been  riddled  with  FBI  misconduct 
and  judicial  impropriety  including:  coercion  of  witnesses,  perjury, 
fabrication  of  evidence,  and  the  suppression  of  evidence  which  could  have 
proved  his  innocence. 

The  Court  called  the  FBI's  misconduct  "a  clear  abuse  of  the 
investigative  process".  Yet  they  ruled  against  a new  trial  for  Leonard 
Peltier  because  they  were  "reluctant  to  impute  further  improprieties  to 
them  (FBI)."  Recently  it  was  discovered  that  a terrible  error  had  been 
made  during  the  appeal  by  Leonard's  own  attorney  during  which  he 
mistakenly  agreed  with  the  judge  regarding  the  testimony  of  Norman  Brown. 
What  the  attorney  and  the  judge  did  not  realize  was  that  Brown  had 
recanted  his  testimony  at  trial  and  stated  he  had  been  coerced  by  the  FBI. 
He  further  stated  that  he  never  saw  peltier  anywhere  near  the  bodies  of  the 
agents . 

No  one  deserves  treatment  like  this.  That  is  why  more  than  55  members  of 
Congress,  Amnesty  International,  78  world  religious  leaders  (including  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  Desmond  Tutu),  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Dews,  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  and 
millions  of  world  citizens  have  called  for  a new  trial  and  an 
investigation  into  the  illegalities  of  the  Peltier  case. 

Leonard's  appeal  was  on  November  9,  1992.  Duly  7,  1993  brought  the 
decision.  Again,  a denial.  The  decision  rests  on  the  following  standards: 
arguments  of  misconduct  either  had  been  litigated  before  or  should  or 
could  have  been  and  that  the  government  tried  the  case  on  alternate 
theories  of  close  up  murder,  close  up  aiding  and  abetting,  and  long  range 
aiding  and  abetting,  thus  completely  ignoring  and  abandoning  the 


conclusions  of  their  own  Circuit  Court  in  two  previous  appeals. 

In  November  of  1993,  a petition  to  the  President  for  executive  clemency 
was  filed.  We  are  still  awaiting  a decision.  Several  large  scale  events 
have  brought  new  attention  to  the  case  in  Washington,  DC  including  Peltier 
Weekend  and  the  Walk  for  Dustice  in  Dune  and  Duly  of  1994,  and  the  Mothers 
of  All  Colors  Caravan  in  October  1994.  In  Dune  of  1995  we  held  a Freedom 
Forum  in  D.C.  which  was  featured  for  three  days  on  C-Span. 

On  December  11,  1995  a parole  hearing  examiner  congratulated  Leonard  for 
his  good  behavior  and  humanitarian  work  from  behind  prison  bars.  On  March 
18,  1996  the  United  States  Parole  Commission  denied  parole  stating  that 
Peltier  had  not  given  "a  specific,  factual  account  of  (his)  actions... 
consistent  with  the  jury's  verdict  of  guilt."  How  can  an  innocent  man  do 
such  a thing?  The  parole  denial  is  currently  being  appealed. 

(c)  <A  HREF="http: //www. unicorn . net / pelt ier /copy right . html">Copyright</A> 

1995  Cow  Path  Productions,  Inc. 

"RE : Day  of  Prayer  for  the  Buffalo"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Feb  97  09:45:16  -0600 

Sub j : National  Day  of  Prayer  for  the  Buffalo,  March  6,  1997 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

UUCP  email 

Subject:  National  Day  of  Prayer  for  the  Buffalo,  March  6,  1997 

History  repeats  itself... all  over  again.  In  the  1800 's,  the  buffalo  were 
nearly  decimated,  executed  by  the  millions;  their  carcasses  left  to  rot.  And 
shortly  thereafter,  the  Indians  were  confined  to  reservations,  to  be  hunted 
and  slaughtered  if  they  dared  to  leave  those  boundaries,  even  if  in  search 
of  food.  1997,  on  the  eve  of  the  21st  century,  the  buffalo  are  leaving  their 
sanctuary,  Yellowstone  Park,  in  search  of  food  during  a harsh  winter... and 
walking  into  the  crosshairs  of  the  guns  of  Montana. 

Our  very  existence  once  depended  upon  the  buffalo  and  our  prophecies 
forewarn  that  our  survival  still  depends  upon  the  buffalo.  We  face  a great 
challenge  that  cannot  be  ignored.  The  Yellowstone  buffalo. . .the  only  wild 
herd  left  from  the  1800 's  slaughter,  are  again  being  slaughtered  in  a 
hysteria,  without  conscience.  A thousand  have  already  been  killed  and  most 
of  the  heads,  hides,  and  flesh  are  being  auctioned. 

Brucellosis  is  the  hue  and  cry  of  the  shooters.  But  are  the  buffalo  even 
being  tested?  Has  the  transmission  of  the  disease  to  cows  been 
scientifically  proven?  And  couldn't  humanity,  in  all  its  intelligence,  come 
up  with  a more  humane  solution  to  possible  starvation  besides  death  itself? 

InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative,  a coalition  of  tribes  across  the  nation  who 
are  actively  engaged  in  buffalo  restoration,  and  the  National  Wildlife 
Federation,  have  already  proposed  a long-term  plan  to  quarantine,  test,  and 
relocate  the  buffalo. 

The  buffalo  continue  to  stream  out  of  the  park  (on  man-made  snowmobile 
trails)  searching  for  food... and  face  an  imminent  and  callous  death. 

Meetings  have  been  held  and  the  objections  raised,  but  the  grisly  killings 
go  on.  Now,  Native  American  spiritual  leaders  are  calling  for  a: 

National  Day  of  Prayer  for  the  Buffalo 

March  6,  1997 

Noon  EST  - 10:00  AM  MST 

Northern  Border  of  Yellowstone  at  Gardiner  MT 
Montana  Capitol  Bldg,  at  Helena 
US  Capitol  Bldg  at  Washington,  DC 

If  you  are  unable  to  be  present  at  these  sites,  please  pray  in  your  homes 
and  in  your  communities. 

You  can  also  support  a grassroots  protest  in  progress  at  Gardiner,  MT  by 
your  physical  presence  or  contributions  through:  Seventh  Generation 
Fund/Yellowstone  Buffalo,  POB  4569,  Areata,  CA  95518 
For  more  information,  call 


IntenTnibal  Bison  Cooperative  at  (605)394-9730 
Native  Action  (406)477-6390 

"RE : Press  Release  from  Hotevilla"  

Date:  17  Feb  1997  04:30:14  GMT 

From:  dsew(3packrat . ami . arizona . edu  (David  Sewell) 

Sub j : Press  release  from  Flotevilla  (Arizona,  Hopi) 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native, alt . culture . us . southwest 

I heard  the  attached  press  release  read  this  evening  on  KXCI-FM's 
(Tucson)  "Native  American  Program"  and  managed  to  track  down  a copy  on 
the  Net.  It  and  a previous  press  release  that  announced  the  closing  of 
Hotevilla  religious  ceremonies  to  non-Hopi  are  at 

http: //www. inf omagic . com/~abyte/hopi/messages/wiwimkyam/wiwimkyam. html 

In  case  anyone  is  unclear  on  the  context,  there  has  been  much 
controversy  in  Hotevilla  and  elsewhere  provoked  by  a couple  of  recent 
books  by  Thomas  Mails,  "The  Hopi  Survival  Kit"  and  (co-authored  with 
Dan  Evehema)  "Hotevilla:  Hopi  Shrine  of  the  Covenant".  Both  books  are 
supposed  to  convey  to  non-Hopis  the  essence  of  traditional  Hopi  religion 
and,  in  particular,  prophecies  about  world  history.  They  are  given 
credibility  by  Evehema ' s status  as  a 100+  -year-old  resident  of 
Hotevilla.  (This  credibility  is  what  the  attached  press  release  in  part 
addresses . ) 

I'm  an  Anglo,  not  a Hopi.  I can't  evaluate  the  merits  of  the  dispute  a 
it  relates  to  Hopi  governance,  religion,  and  traditions.  But  as  an 
Anglo,  I'll  claim  the  cultural  ability  to  recognize  the  great  American 
tradition  of  converting  spirituality  into  moneymaking  when  I see  it,  and 
the  Mails-New  Age  nexus  that  is  now  marketing  Hopi  teaching  as  the 
latest  Religion-of-the-Month  sure  smells  of  it  to  me.  (Exhibit  from  the 
cabinet  of  horrors:  searching  "Hotevilla"  on  www.dejanews.com,  I found  a 
posting  on  alt .gathering. rainbow,  as  in  the  tribal  wannabee  Rainbow 
Family,  recommending  Mails'  books  and  saying,  "There's  talk  around  here 
about  going  the  501(c)(3)  route  with  an  organized  church  built  around 
the  Hopi  Life-path."  I can  see  it  now:  The  First  United  Church  of 
Hopi  without  Hopis...) 

Press  release  follows. 


HOTEVILLA  WIWIMKYAM  ASSEMBLY 
Press  Release 

Tuesday,  February  04,  1997 
Hotevilla,  AZ 

Following  the  recent  night  dances  at  Hotevilla  it  has  become  clear 
that  Martin  Gasweseoma  and  Dan  Evehema  will  continue  to  encourage 
their  supporters  to  defy  the  assembly  of  Wiwimkyam. 

Unwelcome  individuals  attended  the  dances  in  Hawiovi  Kiva  and 
outside,  in  direct  defiance  of  the  closure  terms. 

In  response  to  these  individuals  and  their  supporters  the  Wiwimkyam 
assembly  are  resolved  to  expose  the  reckless  behavior  of  these  two 
self-appointed  chiefs. 

Martin  and  Dan  do  not  hold  any  positions  of  religious  authority  in 
Hotevilla . 

Succession  to  leadership  positions  in  Hotevilla  are  as  follows: 

The  Kikmongwi  (village  chief) 
and  the  Wim  Momgwit  (high  priests) 

hold  life  long  positions  or  until  they  no  longer  can  perform  the 
physical  requirements  of  their  position. 

They  are  selected  while  in  the  mother's  womb. 

They  are  ordained  in  a hair  washing  ritual  by  the  Kwakwant. 

Then  they  are  instructed  in  the  physical,  natural  and  spiritual  laws 
of  the  Land  and  their  responsibilities  to  the  people,  by  the 


assembly  of  high  priests  at  the  Kokop  Clan  house,  wherein  resides 
Masau . 

This  same  assembly  removes  irresponsible  leaders. 

Martin  and  Dan  have  never  gone  through  this  process. 

No  Bear  Clan  person  has  been  Kikmongwi  at  Hotevilla. 

Poliwuhioma  from  the  Bluebird  Clan  has  served  as  Kikmongwi,  during 
Patcavu . 

He  passed  this  on  to  Siwihoima  who  then  instructed  Lomahoima. 

Yukioma  and  Pongyayawma  (Kokop  Clan  uncle  and  nephew)  have  served  as 
caretakers  of  the  land,  beyond  the  village  proper,  through 
safekeeping  of  the  stone  tablets,  holding  them  in  trust  for  the 
people. 

These  tablets  provides  safe  passage  for  the  people  so  they  have 
served  the  people  in  the  village  and  throughout  Hopi  lands,  through 
this  service. 

This  has  been  the  leadership  at  Hotevilla. 

Martin  and  Dan  are  aware  of  their  responsibilities  in  the  community 
which  does  not  include  the  authority  to  speak  for  the  people. 

Dan  claims  Greasewood  Clan,  Katsina  and  Snake  leadership  and  holds 
none  of  these  but  only  membership  in  the  Wuwuchim  and  in  that 
membership  he  takes  direction  from  the  Wuwuchim  at  the  Mong  (Chief) 

Kiva . 

He  has  never  been  seen  smoking  and  praying  at  the  Katsin-ki,  or  any 
other  Kiva  during  religious  events,  nor  at  community  events  such  as 
weddings . 

Both  know  that  a Hopi  leader  stays  at  home,  available  to  the 
community  but  Martin's  trips  abroad  selling  his  message  are  well 
known  and  Dan  is  seldom  seen  in  the  village. 

Both  are  engaged  in  Paho  making  outside  of  religiously  prescribed 
places  and  times. 

Persons  not  entitled  to  this  ritual  are  learning  from  them  and  so 
are  engaged  in  the  mockery  of  original,  accepted  practices. 

Martin  and  Dan  try  to  emulate  Yukioma 's  resolve  never  to  accept  the 
Whiteman's  goods. 

The  Whitemen  arrive  daily  at  Martin's  house  with  material  goods. 

Dan  seeks  contributions  over  the  internet. 

Thomas  Banyacya,  Manuel  Hoyungowa,  Rena  Murillo,  Emory  Holmes 
and  non-Hopis 

Katherine  Chesire 

(founder  of  Touch  the  Earth  Foundation), 

Thomas  E.  Mails  (author  of  Hotevilla, 

The  Hopi  Survival  Kit, 

Native  American  Pathways, 

Mystic  Warriors  of  the  Plains) 

and  Roy  Steevenz 

continue  to  seek  contributions  for  Hotevilla,  supposedly  with  the 
Elders'  blessings. 

Do  not  send  contributions  to  Hotevilla,  on  their  behalf  or  those  of 
Caretaker's  of  Hotvela  in  Hopi  and  Hopi  Sinom. 

Also  be  wary  of  contributions  to  Hotevilla  through.  Don't  Waste 
Arizona,  Inc. 

The  people  of  Hotevilla  will  confirm  this  information. 

Those  from  outside  the  community  who  continue  to  create  conflict  are 
in  headlong  collision  with  the  community. 

Gratitude  is  extended  to  the  non-Hopi  friends  who  respected  the 
closure  and  showed  restraint  although  they  had  a long  history  of 
attending  these  events. 

Gratitude  also  goes  out  to  those  assisting  with  the  distribution  of 
this  information. 

On  file.  Eleven  (11)  of  fifteen  (15)  Wiwimkyam  signatories  to 
Tunatya.  For  more  information  call:  520-734-2420 

David  Sewell  * dsew@packrat.aml.arizona.edu  | "Where  the  earth  is  dry,  t 
Dep't  of  Geosciences,  Univ.  of  Arizona  | soul  is  wisest  and  best." 


WWW:  http: //packrat . ami . anizona . edu/~dsew/ 


--Heraclitus 


"RE : Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Feb  1997  20:00:43  -0700  (MST) 

From:  dh88691@goodnet.com  (THURSDAY/lon  Norstog) 

Sub j : NAVA30-H0PI  "LAND  DISPUTE"  UPDATE:  FEBRUARY  15,  1997 

UUCP  email 

NAVA30-H0PI  "LAND  DISPUTE"  UPDATE:  FEBRUARY  15,  1997 
The  Court  Hearings 

Roman  called  me  this  evening  to  talk  about  the  hearings  in  Phoenix,  he 
thought  they  went  pretty  well,  starting  from  lack  Hatathlie's  testimony. 
Mr.  Hatathlie  was  listed  as  a person  in  favor  of  the  Accommodation 
Agreement,  but  testified  against  it.  He  had  specific  concerns  which  he 
made  known  to  the  judge.  Roman  thinks  the  judge  is  listening,  at  least. 

A number  of  people  asked  for  extensions  of  the  deadline  for  signing.  The 
judge  asked  the  Hopis  if  they  were  willing  to  extend.  The  Hopis  said  it 
was  up  to  Council  and  they  would  try  to  get  an  extension.  Roman  thinks 
the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  will  probably  not  vote  for  an  extension  - not  a 
good  thing  to  do  to  ludge  Carroll. 

The  judge  said  he  was  going  to  personally  read  all  the  statements 
submitted  by  people  who  did  not  get  to  testify,  and  is  going  to  extend  the 
hearings  so  the  attorneys  can  testify  as  well. 

ludge  Carroll  has  a reputation  for  toughness,  and  he  hasn't  shown  much 
patience  in  the  past  with  tribal  governments,  white  attorneys,  etc.  He's  a 
little  easier  on  the  Navajo  people  themselves,  and  tends  to  at  least  show 
them  some  respect. 

LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR 

Every  once  in  a while  you  hear  or  read  something  that  stands  out 
because  it's  something  you  haven't  heard  before  and  it  makes  sense.  Mae 
Tso's  daughter  luanita,  the  baby  of  the  family  sent  this  into  the  Navajo 
Times  this  week.  I hope  it  gives  you  all  something  to  think  about, 
(attachment) 
jn 

>From  the  Navajo  Times,  Thursday,  Feb.  13,  1997,  p.A-4,  "letters" 

EDITOR 

Navajo  Times 

My  name  is  luanita  Tso.  I live  in  the  community  of  Mosquito  Springs  on 
the  so  called  "Hopi  Partition  Lands."  I am  22  years  old  and  a single 
mother  of  two  small  children.  I am  writing  to  tell  people  of  my 
disappointment  in  our  government,  all  of  it,  from  here  to  Washington,  and 
of  the  grief  it  has  caused  my  people  and  myself. 

I have  lived  here  all  of  my  life.  I have  seen  what  the  dispute  has  done 
to  us,  slowly,  without  us  really  knowing  what  is  happening.  I have  seen 

my  mother  turn  from  being  gentle,  loving  and  quick  to  smile,  into  a hard 

woman.  I have  seen  her  shed  her  silent  tears.  I see  now  a tire  woman  who 
wants  no  more  of  this  dispute. 

I have  seen  young  men  turn  to  alcohol  for  escape  from  "our  reality." 

Too  often,  men  abuse  their  wives  and  young  children.  I've  seen  broken 
families  and  parents  who  neglect  their  children.  I've  seen  people  who 
turn  to  suicide.  I've  seen  these  people  do  what  they  do  because  they  do 
not  know  where  to  direct  their  anger.  I've  heard  their  threats  and  seen 
their  anger. 

These  young  men  have  a lot  of  anger  in  them,  they're  time  bombs  waiting 

to  explode.  I am  another  example,  I saw  this  as  I was  growing  up  and  I 

thought  I should  keep  my  distance  from  the  dispute,  so  that  I could  have 
happiness . 

For  my  first  job  I started  working  with  disabled  people  who  could  not 
speak,  move  or  eat  on  their  own.  I had  compassion  for  them.  I started 
hands  on  care  for  5 clients  in  a group  home,  one  was  a Hopi.  I could  not 
bring  myself  to  touch  her.  I snarled  at  her  every  time  I passed  her. 


Why?  Why?  This  person  who  had  never  done  anything  to  me.  She  needed  me 
to  care  for  her. 

The  I realized  my  problem  and  examined  my  thoughts,  my  feelings.  I 
found  in  my  heart,  mind,  and  spirit  that  I was  angry  with  her  because  of 
the  land  dispute.  Even  though  I tried  for  it  not  to  affect  me,  the  racism 
the  land  dispute  causes  has  seeped  into  me.  A lot  of  young  children  are 
now  watching  the  rest  of  their  families  express  themselves  angrily  about 
the  hardships  they  must  endure  due  to  this  dispute,  so  they  imitate  them. 

My  3 year  old  nephew  had  just  moved  to  Tuba  City  when  he  was  outside 
yelling  (in  Navajo)  "I  hate  Hopis."  His  neighbors  are  Hopi.  The  land 
dispute  has  caused  this  racism,  it  wasn't  like  that  when  I was  small.  My 
grief  is  there  with  the  youth,  the  young  children,  and  how  their  lives 
will  be. 

Everything  depends  on  us,  the  decisions  we  make.  Here's  a big  decision, 
the  Accommodation  Agreement,  the  75  year  lease,  it  will  have  a big  impact 
on  our  lives.  I think  to  myself,  I love  it  out  here,  I want  to  stay.  I 
want  my  children  to  grow  up  here  and  to  have  the  childhood  I never  had.  I 
want  them  to  run  and  play  instead  of  being  on  the  look-out  for  Hopi 
rangers  and  their  livestock  trailers.  So  I think,  if  my  children  can  have 
a happy  childhood,  I could  live  with  anything.  I thought  3 acres  isn't  so 
bad,  I could  cope  with  all  the  rules  and  regulations. 

Everything  doesn't  seem  so  bad  in  my  mind  I picture  my  home,  corral,  and 
my  cornfield  not  too  far  away.  I knew  where  I would  live.  I would 
rebuild  our  ceremonial  hogan  that  was  taken  down  by  the  Navajo  Tribe  in 
1992  because  of  the  Hopi  demand  to  do  so.  Right  near  there  is  a giant 
tree  and  I thought,  a tire  swing  for  the  kids.  So  I am  happy  in  my 
thoughts  and  settled  on  a decision.  I would  sign  the  lease. 

I started  on  how  to  do  this.  I went  to  see  attorney  lee  Phillips.  On 
January  21,  1997,  I find  that  I am  NOT  ELIGIBLE  to  sign  the  lease. 

Because  I was  12  years  old  in  1986,  the  relocation  deadline.  I am  also 
not  eligible  for  relocation  benefits.  So  I walk  away  from  MR.  Phillips, 
dreams  shot  to  hell,  disappointed  and  wondering  what  to  do. 

I am  not  only  disappointed  in  only  our  attorney  but  also  with  Albert 
Hale,  Navajo  Nation  President,  Herb  Yazzie,  Navajo  Nation  Attorney  General 
as  well  as  John  McCain,  Bill  Clinton  and  everyone  else  who  helped  to  make 
this  "Accommodation  Agreement." 

The  world  didn't  stop  in  1986,  people  did  not  stop  living  out  here.  The 
Hopi  Chairman,  Ferrell  Secakuku  has  deemed  us  trespassers  in  our  own  home, 
on  our  own  ancestors  homeland. 

What  happens  to  all  of  us  who  were  too  young  in  1986?  Are  we  to  be 
ignored,  abandoned,  evicted  and  made  homeless? 

Juanita  Tso 
Hotevilla,  Ariz. 

"RE : Big  Mountain  News"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Feb  1997  18:17:14  -0800 
From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@plix. com> 

Subj : Big  Mt . "news" 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
GIVING  UP  LAND  'WOULD  BE  LIKE  DEATH' 

Louise  Benally  has  sheep  to  care  for  on  the  reservation,  colorful  rugs  to 
weave  and  a household  to  maintain.  But  this  week,  she  left  her  chores 
behind  and  traveled  to  Phoenix  to  U.S.  District  Judge  Earl  H.  Carroll's 
courtroom  to  make  her  voice  heard.  The  judge  on  Tuesday  opened  three  days 
of  hearings  to  determine  the  fairness  of  an  agreement  ending  a century-old 
land  dispute  between  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  tribes.  "This  agreement  is  not  a 
valid  solution,"  said  Benally,  who  traveled  from  her  home  on  Big  Mountain 
Ridge,  100  miles  northeast  of  Flagstaff.  "No  one  can  make  me  sign  the 
agreement.  I would  be  giving  up  my  land.  It  would  be  like  death."  Under 
the  agreement,  Benally  and  250  other  Navajo  families  have  a choice:  Sign 
the  agreement,  which  allows  them  to  remain  on  900,000  acres  of  high-desert 
land  awarded  by  the  courts  to  the  Hopi  Tribe,  or  move  off  the  land  that 


once  belonged  to  their  ancestors.  Navajo  families  still  living  on  land 
have  until  March  31  to  sign  75-year  leases  that  will  determine  the  size  of 
their  home  sites,  farms,  flocks  and  grazing  lands. 

Arizona  News  Digest,  Feb.  12,  1997 

http: //www. azcentral . com/f lash /digest /digest . html 
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**  The  Inuit  and  Innu  should  benefit  from  the  mine  at  Voisey's  ** 

**  Bay  ** 

BY  JEFFREY  SIMPSON 
OTTAWA 

WFIOSE  land  is  it  anyway,  and  who  should  profit  from  the  bounty  of  the 
land? 

These  are  the  issues  of  money,  morality  and  law  written  across  the 
Canadian  landscape  in  the  struggle  by  native  people  to  lay  claim  to 
territories  they  once  used. 

A hugely  increased  land  base  for  natives  lies  at  the  heart  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  royal  commission  on  aboriginal  affairs.  Land  is 
central  to  dozens  of  treaty  claims.  And  land  is  at  the  core,  in  a manner 
of  speaking,  of  the  development  of  the  giant  Voisey's  Bay  mine  in  Labrador. 

Voisey's  Bay  is  one  of  those  once-in-a-generation  mineral  finds  that 
investors  dream  about.  Not  only  does  the  exploitation  of  the  mineral 
wealth  at  Voisey's  Bay  fire  the  imagination  of  developers,  it  gladdens  the 
heart  of  the  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  government.  Revenues  will  flow  from 
Voisey's  Bay  into  the  treasury  of  a province  that  needs  every  penny  it  can 
find . 

These  potentially  splendid  developments,  however,  overlook  one  fact: 

The  existence  in  those  parts  of  aboriginal  people  - Inuit  and  Innu.  They 
are  small  in  number,  weak  in  politics  (although  somewhat  skilled  by  now  in 
the  ways  of  the  media)  and,  if  recent  news  reports  are  correct,  in  dire 
danger  of  being  steamrollered  in  the  rush  for  cash. 

Apparently,  the  government  has  told  the  native  people  not  to  expect  any 
surface  or  subsurface  mineral  rights  or  a sharing  of  royalties  in  any 
negotiations.  These  are  central  questions  in  any  land-claims  settlement 
between  a government  and  native  people. 

If  indeed  the  Newfoundland  government  sticks  to  this  position,  a huge 
injustice  would  be  done  to  the  native  people.  Although  the  Inuit  rejected 
a 1993  offer  of  land  that  included  the  area  around  Voisey's  Bay  just 
months  before  the  minerals  were  discovered,  this  rejection  should  not  be 
held  against  them. 

Their  rejection  was  presumably  part  of  the  give-and-take  of  any 
negotiation;  besides,  the  issue  now  that  the  minerals  have  been  discovered 
is  how  this  territory,  which  they  have  used  and  roamed  over,  can  be 
developed  in  ways  that  benefit  everyone  with  a legitimate  claim,  including 
theirs . 

Overlapping  claims  from  aboriginal  and  non-aboriginal  groups  often 
befoul  land-claims  negotiations  and  set  group  against  group.  That's  been 
the  story  in  other  parts  of  Canada  and  indeed  even  in  Australia. 

Down  Under,  for  example,  the  High  Court  recently  put  the  farmers 
association  and  the  mining  industry  into  a lather  over  a land-claims 
ruling.  At  issue  was  whether  so-called  "pastoral  leases"  given  farmers 


(and  squatters)  decades  ago  extinguished  native  titles.  Specifically, 
would  those  holding  the  leases  have  clear  title  to  the  land  when  the 
leases  expired?  Would  they  be  able  to  renew  them  freely?  Would  the  land 
revert  to  natives? 

The  court's  ruling  was  a bit  inconclusive  because  it  suggested  native 
title  "of  some  sort"  could  indeed  co-exist  with  pastoral  leases  and  that 
conflicts  had  to  be  resolved  on  a case-by-case  basis.  The  majority 
decision  found  that  "there  is  nothing  in  the  stature  or  grant  that  should 
be  taken  as  a total  exclusion  of  the  indigenous  people  from  the  land." 

Knowing  how  the  Canadian  courts,  especially  the  Supreme  Court,  read 
Australian  High  Court  rulings  in  the  native-law  field  (and  vice  versa), 
don't  be  surprised  if  this  case  gets  referred  to  in  Canada.  Stripped  to 
its  essence,  the  Australian  case  suggests  native  title  and  non-aboriginal 
use  can  co-exist. 

Whatever  the  applicability  of  the  Australian  experience  to  Canada,  at 
Voisey's  Bay  a whole  bunch  of  people  lucky  enough  to  have  invested  in  the 
mining  project  are  going  to  get  very  rich.  The  government  will  take  its 
slice  of  the  money,  as  indeed  it  should.  Those  who  are  employed  at 
Voisey's  Bay  will  make  good  in  a corner  of  the  country  where  high-paying 
jobs  are  at  a premium. 

Whatever  the  strict  law,  it  would  be  morally  repugnant  not  to  see  some 
of  the  bounty  flow  to  the  Inuit  and  Innu,  and  for  them  to  have  some 
reasonable  say  over  certain  aspects  of  the  development.  They  have 
accepted,  however  reluctantly,  that  the  project  should  proceed,  but  their 
acceptance  should  not  be  taken  as  a green  light  to  marginalize  them  in  the 
rush  for  profits  and  royalties. 

For  the  Newfoundland  government  to  push  responsibility  for  negotiations 
on  to  the  company  is  wrong,  even  offensive.  Native  people,  in  Labrador  and 
elsewhere,  have  relations  with  the  Crown,  not  with  individual  companies. 
\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/= 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 

"RE : Kickapoo  Oppose  Transfer"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Feb  1997  10:54:54  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "D.  English"  <denglish@sfo. com> 

Sub j : Kickapoo  Tribe  in  Kansas  Opposes  Fee  to  Trust  Transfer  of 
Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Kickapoo  Tribe  in  Kansas  Opposes  Fee  to  Trust  Transfer  of  Kansas  City  Ks  Land 
Dune  28,  1996  (Horton  Kansas) 

The  Kickapoo  Tribe  in  Kansas  announced  today  that  it  will  oppose  the 
fee-to-trust  land  acquisition  at  Kansas  City,  Kansas  by  the  Wyandotte  Tribe 
of  Oklahoma. 

The  Wyandotte  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  recently  filed  an  application  with  the 
Bureau  Affairs  (BIA)  to  place  approximately  one-half  acre  of  land  it  plans 
to  purchase  adjacent  to  the  old  Huron  Indian  Cemetery  in  trust  status  so  it 
can  establish  and  operate  a Class  III  (Las  Vegas  type)  Gaming  facility  on 
the  land. 

The  1988  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act  allows  tribes  to  engage  in  Clas  III 
Gaming  on  reservation  lands  that  are  held  in  the  name  of  the  United  States 
in  trust  for  the  tribe. 

The  Huron  Cemetery  is  located  just  north  of  City  Hall  in  downtown  Kansas 
City,  Kansas  and  consists  of  approximately  two  acres  that  was  reserved  as  a 
"public  cemetery"  under  the  1855  Wyandott  Treaty.  BIA  has  paid  the  City  to 
maintain  the  cemetery  over  the  years. 

In  the  1950' s the  Oklahoma  Wyandotte  Tribe  proposed  to  move  the  graves  at 
the  cemetery  to  Oklahoma  and  sell  the  cemetery  land  to  commercial  interests 
for  over  $1  million.  These  attempts  were  successfully  opposed  by  members  of 
the  Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas,  who  live  in  the  Kansas  City  area,  and  local 


civic  organizations. 

The  Oklahoma  Wyandotte  Oklahoma  Tribe's  latest  attempt  to  capitalize  on  the 
cemetery  is  based  on  BIA's  classification  of  the  cemetery  as  "reservation 
land."  If  it  is  in  fact  part  of  the  Oklahoma  Wyandotte  Tribe's  reservation, 
the  tribe  might  be  eligible  to  purchase  a one-half,  acre  tract  adjacent  to 
the  cemetery  with  moneys  awarded  by  the  Indian  Claims  Commission  and  have  it 
placed  in  trust  status  for  Class  III  Gaming  purposes.  The  Congressional  act 
approving  disbursement  of  their  Indian  Claims  Commission  money  provided  that 
land  purchased  for  the  tribe  "shall  be  placed  in  trust." 

On  May  31,  1996,  Governor  Bill  Graves  of  Kansas  sent  a letter  to  Secretary 
of  Interior  Babbitt  requesting  that  the  Oklahoma  Wyandotte  Tribe's 
application  be  held  in  abeyance  until  the  complex  historical  and  legal 
issues  involved  could  be  studied.  This  request  apparently  fell  on  deaf  ears- 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Interior  Ada  Deer  published  a notice  in  the  Dune  12, 
1996  edition  of  the  Federal  Register  stating  that  the  Wyandotte's 
application  was  approved,  BIA's  action  was  final  ant  that  interested  parties 
had  30  days  to  initiate  legal  proceedings  against  the  BIA  to  stop  placing 
the  land  in  trust. 

Fred  Thomas,  Chairman  of  the  Kickapoo  Tribe,  stated  that  politics  appears 
top  be  the  motivating  factor  behind  the  BIA  actions,  he  said  that  "the 
Kickapoo  Tribe  has  been  trying  to  get  BIA  to  put  land  in  trust  on  our 
reservation  for  several  years,  yet  along  comes  an  out  of  state  tribe  that 
doesn't  even  exercise  powers  of  self-government  in  Kansas  and  the  BIA 
processed  their  application  in  weeks." 

Thomas  questioned  whether  the  two  acre  tract  containing  the  cemetery  even 
has  reservation  status  to  begin  with;  stated  that  "BIA's  action  is  unfair  to 
the  Kansas  tribes  who  have  spent  considerable  amounts  of  time,  energy  and 
money  to  get  their  compacts  approved  so  they  could  conduct  gaming  in  the 
state  to  benefit  their  peoples."  Thomas  stated  that  "the  Huron  Cemetery  and 
two  adjacent  buildings  has  been  designated  national  historic  sites  and  are 
on  the  Register  of  National  Historic  Places. "{  He  said  that  "the  general 
public  also  has  an  interest  in  the  cemetery  under  other  federal  acts,  such 
as  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  and  National 
Environmental  Protection  Act.  It  is  evident  that  BIA  is  ignoring  the 
public's  interest  in  favor  of  the  commercial  interests  that  are  behind  the 
Wyandotte  Tribe's  proposed  gaming  facility."  Thomas  stated  that  "BIA  has 
indicated  that  the  National  Environmental  Protection  Act  is  not  applicable 
to  the  Wyandotte  Tribe's  fee-to-trust  land  acquisition,  but  I question  this. 

I feel  that  a full  environmental  impact  statement  should  be  demanded  to 
assess  what  adverse  environmental  and  social  impacts  will  occur  to  the 
general  public  and  resident  Kansas  tribes." 

Thomas  indicated  that  he  sent  a Dune  19,  1996  letter  to  Governor  Graves 
notifying  him  that  the  Kickapoo  Tribe  intended  to  initiate  legal  proceedings 
against  the  BIA  to  stop  the  establishment  o the  Oklahoma  Wyandotte  Tribe's 
proposed  gaming  facility  at  the  cemetery. 

For  more  information 
Mr.  Fred  Thomas,  Chairman 
Kickapoo  Tribe  in  Kansas 
P.0.  Box  271 
Horton,  KS  66439-0271 
913-486-2131  or  486-2132 

> 

Darren  Z.  English  / Chihoatenhwa 

denglish@sfo.com 

http: //www. sfo . com/~denglish 

Huron  Indian  Cemetery  Preservation  Site 

"CURSED  BE  THE  VILLIAN  THAT  MOLEST  THEIR  GRAVES" 

http: //www. sfo . com/~denglish/huroncemetery 

Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas 

http: //www. sfo . com/~denglish/wynaks /wyandot 2 . html 
"RE : AIM  Club"  


Date:  Thu,  13  Feb  1997  18:16:02  -0700 


From:  "Leo  Chavez,  Dr"  <cchavez@Colorado. EDU> 

Sub j : AIM  Club  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

From:  Russell  Means  <treaty@earthlink. net> 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Here  is  something  you  might  be  interested  in  doing. . . 

THE  RUSSELL  MEANS  AIM  CLUB 

Dear  Leo, 

It's  time  to  take  action!  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is  a waste  of 
your  tax  dollars!  Approximately,  83%  of  the  $2  billion  allocated  to 
Indian  Affairs  is  spent  on  administrative  costs  and  another  10%  on  the 
administration  of  tribal  government!  That  leaves  7%  in  welfare 
expenditures  for  the  Indians!  The  institution  hurts,  not  helps,  Indians 
in  this  country.  As  reported  in  the  Arizona  Republic,  on  February  23, 
1996,  the  B.I.A.  cannot  account  for  $2.4  billion  (it  was  later  reported 
at  $9.2  billion)  through  the  tribal  trust  funds  in  the  past  20  years! 

This  is  an  atrocity!  Oh  yes,  the  American  Indian  reservations  in  this 
country  contribute  over  $10  billion  to  the  Gross  National  Product  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

We  need  you  to  write  to  your  Senators,  Representatives  and  to  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  Newt  Gingrich.  This  is  not  a partisan  issue,  it 
doesn't  matter  what  or  if  any  political  party  you  belong  to  - this  is 
about  people!  The  B.I.A.  locks  Indians  into  the  welfare  system.  This 
keeps  Indians  dependant  on  this  system.  We  need  you  to  write  demanding 
the  abolition  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  for  the  United  States 
government,  through  the  State  Department,  to  sit  down  with  each 
individual  Indian  reservation  and  honestly  come  to  a just  resolution! 

Newt  Gingrich 

2428  Rayburn  Building 

Washington,  D.C.  20510 

May  the  Great  Mystery  continue  to  guide  and  protect  the  paths  of  you  and 
your  loved  ones, 

Russell  Means,  Elizabeth  Demers, 

Chairman/C. E.O.  President/C. 0.0. 

TREATY  PRODUCTIONS 

PS  - Leo,  thanks  for  the  last  slogan  it  really  describes  the  times! 

><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

III  III 

\ //  II 

\ 1 1 1 1 J / It  is  better  to  have  less  thunder  in  the  mouth, 

\_  ////  / and  more  lightning  in  the  hand. 

\ / / 

/ \_  AIM 
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"RE : Voices  of  the  Wintercount"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Feb  1997  13:40:30  -0500 
From:  "Dordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@sover . net> 

Sub j : Voices  of  the  Wintercount! 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  comment:  Since  Dordan's  post  this  site  has 
posted  several  First  Nations'  proclamations  regarding 
the  Yellowstone  Buffalo  Slaughter.] 


Good  day  all... please  note  the  following  new  site... 

Welcome  to  Voices  of  the  Wintencount ! (<http://www.wintercount.org>)... 
This  site  is  dedicated  to  sharing  the  thoughts,  ideas,  and  words  of 
traditional  Native  American  people.  These  are  the  original,  unedited 
comments  by  real  people,  taking  a stand  for  their  way  of  life. 

This  page  is  still  under  construction.  Please  bear  with  us  while  we 
get  things  into  working  order!  In  the  meantime,  here  is  what  is  available... 

- Proclamation  of  Continuing  Belief,  Lakota  Nation 

- A Message  from  Doe  Chasing  Horse,  about  preserving  culture  and  traditions 

- A Message  from  Arvol  Looking  Horse  about  the  Sacred  Pipe 

- A Proclamation  from  the  Traditional  Military  Societies  of  the  Northern 
Cheyenne  Tribe 

- Meeting  of  the  Dakota  Territory  Council 

- Message  from  Arvol  Looking  Horse  about  keeping  sacred  traditions 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  Of  Consequence 
<http: //www. dickshovel . com> 

PGP  public  key  available  upon  request... 

"RE : Sauk  and  Fox  History"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Feb  1997  09:37:02  -0500 
From:  "Iordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@sover . net> 

Sub j : Sauk  and  Fox  History 

UUCP  email 


Good  day  all . . . 

I am  delighted  to  present  to  you  a History  of  the  Sauk  and  Fox 
(<http://www.dickshovel.com/sf.html>).  Below  is  a brief  excerpt  from  this 
latest  History: 

"Although  Fox  will  be  used  throughout,  this  is  only  their  historical  name. 
The  Fox  called  themselves  the  Mesquakie  (Meshkwahkihaki,  Meskwaki, 
Meskwakihuk,  Meskwakihugi)  meaning  "red  earth  people."  Early  French 
explorers  mistook  a clan  name  (Wagosh  meaning  fox)  for  that  of  the  entire 
tribe  and  began  referring  to  them  as  the  "Renard"  (French  for  Fox),  and  the 
English  and  Americans  continued  the  error  in  their  own  language.  Other 
names  were:  Asakiwaki  (Sauk),  Outagamie  or  Odugameeg  (Ojibwa  "people  of  the 
other  shore"),  Beshdeke  (Dakota),  Skenchioe  (Iroquois),  Skaxshurunu 
(Wyandot),  Skenchiohronon  (Huron),  Skuakfsagi  (Shawnee),  Squawkies  (British), 
Tochewahcoo  (Arikara),  Wacereke  (Winnebago),  and  Wakusheg  (Potawatomi) . 

"Either  Sac  or  Sauk  is  correct.  Spelling  variations  of  this  are  : 

Osawkee,  Saki,  Saque,  and  Sawkee.  The  name  comes  from  their  own  language  - 
Osakiwuk,  or  Asakiwaki,  meaning  "people  of  the  outlet"  and  refers  to  their 
original  homeland  on  Michigan's  Saginaw  Bay  which  gets  its  name  from  them  - 
Saginaw  meaning  "place  of  the  Sauk."  Since  the  Fox  were  the  "people  of  the 
red  earth,"  Sauk  has  often  been  inappropriately  rendered  as  meaning  "people 
of  the  yellow  earth."  Alternate  names  for  the  Sauk  were:  Hotinestakon 
(Onondaga),  Osaugee  (Ojibwa),  Quatokeronon  (Huron),  Satoeronnon  (Huron), 

Zake  (Dakota),  and  Zagi  (Winnebago)." 

I'd  like  to  take  a moment  to  point  out  that  no  where  else  on  the  Net  will 
you  find  a project  such  as  being  undertaken  at  the  First  Nations  Compact 
History  site... 250  histories  of  the  First  Nations,  all  in  one  spot 
(<http://www.dickshovel.com/Compacts.html>)  presented  to  the  world  by  Lee 
Sultzman  <wisicu@aol . com> . This  is  really  a phenomenal  project... if  you'd 
like  to  see  how  the  Histories  are  being  presented  visit 
<http://www.dickshovel.com/up.html>  so  as  to  encounter  a "geographic 
overview. " 

Best  regards. 


Iordan 

Ayatohihi . . . 

First  Nations/First  Peoples  Issues  Of  Consequence 
<http: / /www. dickshovel . com> 


PGP  public  key  available  upon  request... 


"RE ; Royal  Commission  3-4"  

Date:  Tue,  14  lan  1997  04:59:00  +0000 
From:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

Sub j : Royal  Commission  3-4 

Mailing  List:  UpTowne  Online  Services  <uptowne@yak. nstn . ns . ca> 

[Editorial  note:  This  is  a continuing  series  of  a 
public  release  of  a Royal  Commission  Report.  Paul 
Antone<paul_antone@pch . gc . ca>  posted  it  to  the 
UpTowne  listserver  maintained  by  Don  Rayment.] 

Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 
Restructuring  the  Relationship 

Employment 

The  employment  problem  is  immense.  More  than  80,000  jobs  are 
needed  now,  just  to  raise  Aboriginal  people's  employment  rate  to  the 
overall  Canadian  rate.  Without  action,  the  situation  will  deteriorate. 

The  Aboriginal  population  is  young:  56  per  cent  are  under  24  years  of 
age,  compared  with  34  per  cent  of  all  Canadians.  An  additional 
225,000  jobs  will  have  to  be  found  in  the  next  20  years  to  put  them  to 
work. 

We  propose  a sustained  effort  to  increase  employment  for  Aboriginal 
people,  including 

* a special  10-year  program  to  train  Aboriginal  people  for  the  work 

that  has  to  be  done  in  newly  self-governing  nations 

* a new  approach  to  employment  equity,  in  which  employers  work 

with  Aboriginal  organizations  to  forecast  vacancies  and  train 
Aboriginal  people  to  fill  them 

* measures  to  increase  the  number  of  Aboriginal  employment 

service  agencies  and  their  capacity  to  place  Aboriginal  people  in 
the  labour  force 

* provision  of  culturally  appropriate  and  affordable  child  care,  so 

that  more  Aboriginal  parents  can  join  the  labour  force 

Education  and  Training 

Aboriginal  nations  cannot  rebuild  their  political  institutions,  manage 
their  economies  or  staff  their  social  services  without  trained  people. 

Yet  high  school  and  university  completion  rates  are  low  among 
Aboriginal  youth. 

Motivating  youth  to  complete  their  education  is  of  great  importance  to 
the  economic  future  of  Aboriginal  communities.  Youth  need  a strong 
foundation  in  their  traditions  and  proficiency  in  the  skills  valued  by 
contemporary  society.  Those  who  master  these  skills  and  contribute  to 
their  communities  and  nations  deserve  to  be  celebrated  as  the  modern 
equivalents  of  the  great  hunters  and  leaders  of  the  past. 

Education  and  training  are  discussed  in  more  detail  in  Chapter  3. 

Alternatives  to  Welfare 

The  need  for  welfare  in  Aboriginal  communities  came  with  the 
confiscation  of  ever  expanding  tracts  of  their  land.  Indigenous  people 
grew  poor,  malnourished  and  sick.  Many  died  young.  The  government 
chose  to  provide  short-term  'relief'  instead  of  sustained  help  to  rebuild 
ravaged  Aboriginal  economies  a choice  governments  have  made  over 
and  over  again  in  the  last  two  centuries. 

By  the  1960s,  welfare  had  become  available  to  Aboriginal  people  as  it 
was  to  other  Canadians.  Since  then,  more  and  more  have  become 
dependent.  The  rate  of  welfare  dependence  is  now  two  to  four  times 
higher  among  Aboriginal  people  than  among  Canadians  generally. 

Many  speakers  at  the  Commission's  public  hearings  lamented  the 
erosion  of  self-reliance  among  peoples  once  renowned  for  it,  an 
erosion  brought  about  by  the  combination  of  economic  ruin  and 


welfare  availability. 

There  may  never  be  enough  jobs  to  go  around  in  Aboriginal 
communities.  Yet  social  assistance,  as  now  delivered,  is  not  a good 
way  of  providing  cash  income,  for  it  traps  recipients  in  a marginal 
existence.  It  may  protect  against  abject  poverty,  but  it  can  also  stifle 
individual  initiative,  and  it  does  little  to  deal  with  the  community 
conditions  that  lead  to  dependence. 

We  think  Aboriginal  communities  should  be  able  to  use  the  money 
now  earmarked  for  individual  welfare  payments  as  an  instrument  of 
broader  economic  development: 

* Aboriginal  communities  or  nations  could  take  charge  of  the  funds 

their  residents  now  receive  for  social  assistance.  These  funds, 
along  with  a top-up  amount  for  capital  and  other  costs,  could  be 
used  for  local  projects  such  as  new  roads,  a community  centre  or  a 
business  venture.  The  able-bodied  unemployed  could  work  on  these 
projects,  receiving  wages  rather  than  welfare.  They  would  gain 
experience  and  skills,  and  the  community  as  a whole  would  benefit 
from  their  work. 

* The  maze  of  assistance  programs  available  in  urban  centres  could 

be  simplified  through  single-window  service  delivery.  Funds  now 
available  for  life  skills,  job  training,  job  finding,  child  care  and 
income  maintenance  could  be  pooled  to  support  holistic  planning 
to  help  individuals  make  changes  in  their  lives. 

* In  remote  areas,  income  support  funds  could  be  used  to  support 

hard-to-finance  activities  such  as  traditional  harvesting.  The  lames 
Bay  Cree  Income  Security  Program  provides  a model. 

These  reforms  are  urgent.  Commission  research  predicts  that,  unless 
economic  conditions  and  welfare  programs  on  reserves  change 
radically  and  soon,  the  bill  for  social  assistance  will  reach  $1  billion 
by  1999  and  $1.5  billion  by  2002. 

Treaties:  The  Mechanism  of  Change 

The  Commission  proposes  a wide-ranging  agenda  for  change  to 
achieve  two  goals: 

* Rebuilding  Aboriginal  nations  as  the  best  and  proper  way  for 

Aboriginal  people  to  protect  their  heritage  and  identity,  restore 
health  and  prosperity  to  their  communities,  and  reorganize  their 
relations  with  Canada. 

* Restoration  of  relations  of  mutual  respect  and  fair  dealing 

between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  people. 

As  complex  as  the  project  appears,  it  can  be  done.  The  central 
mechanism  of  change  is  the  treaty. 

Treaties  have  a long  and  honourable  history  as  a way  of  solving 
disputes  between  peoples,  nations  and  governments.  Although  Canada's 
historical  treaties  with  Aboriginal  nations  have  been  ignored  and 
violated  over  the  years,  the  treaty  format  is  still  a powerful  way  of 
stating  the  terms  of  a relationship. 

To  see  how  treaties  can  be  used  in  the  modern  context,  Canadians  need 
to  understand  them  better.  In  brief,  the  historical  treaties  are 

Promises  exchanged  between  the  governments  of  France,  Britain  and 
Canada,  and  Aboriginal  peoples. 

To  secure  peace  or  alliance  with  Aboriginal  nations,  or  gain  occupancy 
and  development  rights  on  Aboriginal  land,  the  Crowns  of  France, 

Britain  and,  later,  Canada  promised  Aboriginal  peoples  protection, 
benefits  and  shares  of  wealth  in  perpetuity.  Those  promises  now  rest 
with  the  governments  of  Canada. 

Nation-to-nation  agreements. 

Treaties  are  not  admissions  of  defeat  or  submission.  Parties  to  a treaty 
do  not  give  up  nationhood  or  their  own  ways  of  living,  working  and 
governing  themselves.  Rather,  they  acknowledge  their  shared  wish  to 
live  in  peace  and  harmony,  agree  on  rules  of  coexistence,  then  work  to 
fulfill  their  commitments  to  one  another. 


Commitments  that  are  sacred  and  enduring. 


The  historical  treaties  were  taken  very  seriously  by  both  sides.  Their 
purpose  was  to  create  a relationship  of  peace  and  friendship  that  would 
last.  The  alternative  was  lost  trade  and  possibly  warfare  and  bloodshed. 
Treaties  were  sworn  by  sacred  oaths,  announced  with  great  ceremony, 
and  regarded  as  binding  documents  of  state.  The  fact  that  they  have 
been  violated  time  and  again  does  not  change  their  underlying 
legitimacy. 

Part  of  Canada's  constitution. 

The  treaties  set  out  broad  social  contracts  between  independent 
peoples,  very  like  the  terms  of  union  by  which  former  British  colonies 
joined  Confederation  as  provinces.  They  are  constitutional  documents, 
recognized  and  affirmed  in  section  35  of  the  Constitution  Act,  1982. 

As  such,  they  are  part  of  the  law  of  the  land. 

Fundamental  to  Canada's  honour. 

Treaty  making  is  one  of  the  great  achievements  of  human  societies.  It 
enables  the  deepest  conflicts  to  be  set  aside  in  favour  of  respectful 
coexistence.  It  expresses  the  choice  to  live  in  harmony  with  others, 
rather  than  spill  blood  or  exercise  power  using  more  subtle  forms  of 
violence.  The  act  of  entering  into  a treaty,  then  as  now,  represents  a 
profound  commitment  between  peoples.  Once  made,  a treaty  is  broken 
or  ignored  only  at  the  cost  of  a stain  on  the  good  name  of  the  nation  or 
government  that  breaks  it. 

We  propose  that  the  treaty  relationship  be  restored  and  used  from  now 
on  as  the  basis  of  the  partnership  between  Aboriginal  and  non- 
Aboriginal  people  in  Canada. 

This  will  require  the  fulfillment  and  renewal  of  existing  treaties  and  the 
making  of  new  treaties  with  Aboriginal  peoples  who  do  not  have  them 
now. 


Internet:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

This  message  was  processed  by  NetXpress  from  Merlin  Systems  Inc. 


This  multi-part  series  will  be  presented  over  the  next  several  issues. 
My  thanks  to  Don  and  Paul  for  bringing  this  to  my  attention,  gary 

"RE : Senator  Bruce  Babbitt  at  the  NCAI"  

Date:  Mon,  10  Feb  1997  07:30:03  -0800  (PST) 

From:  tlingit  (William  E.  Martin) 

Sub j : Bruce  Babbitt's  speech  (fwd) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From  BillnNorCa@aol.com  Sun  Feb  9 23:09:30  1997 

UUCP  email 

Thanks  to  Bill  for  Transcribing  these  critical  speeches  from  the  Winter 
NCAI.  The  next  few  issues  will  include  speeches  from  the  following: 

1.  NCAI  President  Ron  Allen 

2.  Senator  Daniel  Inouye  ( D - HI ) 

3.  Representative  Patrick  Kennedy  (D-RI) 

4.  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt 

5.  Senator  John  McCain  (R-AZ) cincluded  in  issue  05.007> 

Secretary  of  Interior,  Bruce  Babbitt's  speech  at  NCAI  Winter  Session: 

NCAI  Winter  Session  Grand  Flyatt  Washington  Washington,  DC 
January  21-24,1997 

Honorable  Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary  of  Interior 

I was  listening  to  Senator  Inouye  and  Congressman  Patrick  Kennedy  and 
found  it  very  refreshing  to  hear  that  kind  of  commitments.  Of  course, 
one  can  only  wish  that  this  sense  of  understanding  of  Native  American 
Affairs  were  a little  more  widespread  in  Congress.  This  is  just  a way  of 


saying  that  we  still  have  a lot  of  work  to  do  this  coming  year. 

I'd  like  to  very  briefly,  in  the  limited  time  I have,  to  discuss  just 
two  of  the  many  issues  that  we  now  must  deal  with.  The  first  is  the 
resignation  of  Ada  Deer  as  Ass't  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs.  Ada  has 
chose  to  resign  effective  upon  confirmation  of  her  successor.  I said  to 
Ada  that  I am  pleased  she  has  decided  to  stay  on  during  the  transition. 

I want  to  say  a word  about  Ada.  I think  she  has  done  a very  able  job, 
it's  a very  difficult  cause.  I was  at  a meeting  out  in  a Southwestern 
state  a couple  of  weeks  ago  and  a leader  got  up  during  the  course  of  the 
meeting  and  said  "You  know,  we  all,  in  our  f rustrations,  and  the  lack  of 
understanding  of  Congress  tend  to  express  our  frustrations  by  taking  it 
out  on  our  own".  It  was  a very  poignant  moment  because  he  was,  of  course, 
talking  about  Ada  Deer.  He  was  acknowledging,  we  all  have  tendencies  in 
our  frustrations  to  turn  on  our  friends  for  lack  of  anywhere  else  to 
discuss  our  frustrations.  I said  I understand  it's  a difficult 
transition.  I am  very  grateful  for  Ada  Deer  for  her  stewardship  and  for 
her  advocacy  and  for  her  burning  passion  for  Native  American  People.  With 
her  goes  our  gratitude  and  good  will. 

Now,  we  turn  to  the  process  of  selecting  Ada's  successor.  The  Ass't 
Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs  is  nominated  by  the  President  and  confirmed 
by  the  Senate.  I hope  that  we  can  have  a wide  ranging  discussion  about 
possible  successors.  In  fact,  that  discussion  is  already  going  on  among 
ourselves  and  have  been  party  to  many  discussions  and  I would  say,  at  this 
point,  that  the  circle  is  still  widened  while  pursuant  of  those 
discussions,  but  at  some  point,  the  circle  should  begin  to  narrow.  It 
will  be  my  job,  as  the  circle  narrows,  to  see  if  I can  sit  down  with  the 
President  and  say  "I  have  consulted  all  of  the  affected  groups  of  Indian 
Country,  and  here  Mr.  President,  is  a short  list  of  candidates  for  whom  I 
can  say  to  you  on  behalf  of  Indian  Country  that  any  one  of  these 
candidates  will  be  acceptable,  is  superbly  qualified  and  would  have  the 
enthusiasm  and  support  of  Indian  Country". 

Now,  I recognize  that  this  process  is  complex,  that  there  is  no  way  of 
having  an  election  for  Assistant  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs.  We  can't 
have  an  election  because  the  choice  belongs  to  the  President,  subject  to 
the  will  of  the  Senate,  but  I would  hope  that  we  can  throw  out  a net,  that 
we  can  have  a respectful  and  thoughtful  discussion  among  all  of  the 
different  groups  that  have  an  interest  and  that  in  very  short  order  I 
would  be  in  position  to  go  to  the  President.  It  is  important  that  we  try 
to  bring  it  to  fruition,  we  can  let  it  drag  out  to  May  or  Dune,  when  we're 
right  in  the  middle  of  a knockdown  dragout  problem  over  the  budget  process. 
I'd  much  prefer  to  get  it  done  sooner.  That's  the  agenda,  I will  do  my 
best  to  talk  personally  to  as  many  leaders  as  I possibly  can.  I hope  we 
can  work  this  process  thoroughly,  fairly,  and  intensively  and  together 
reach  the  right  judgement. 

The  second  issue  that  I think  deserves  urgent  attention  right  up  front, 
is  of  course,  the  budget.  The  President  will  be  releasing  that  budget 
very  shortly,  I am  not  at  liberty  to  release  the  budget,  but  I think  I can 
say  to  you  with  some  confidence  that  we  will  get  good  results  with  the 
appropriations  with  the  Indian  Health  Service,  The  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  and  a cluster  of  related  issues  such  as  the  special  trustee  and 
the  body  of  other  particular  programs.  I can  say  to  you  that  there  will 
be  a substantial  increase  in  the  Indian  related  budget  requests.  I would 
underline  to  you  that  this  is  no  small  achievement  in  the  year  in  which 
the  President  has  committed  to  taking  the  first  major  steps  towards 
progressive  spending  cuts  over  the  next  seven  years  to  the  year  2002.  So, 
without  exception,  discretionary  domestic  spending  budgets  for  non- 
statutory  driven  entitlement  programs,  discretionary  spending  will  be  cut, 
year-by-year,  inflation  not  withstanding,  straight  down  to  a zero  target 
year  2002.  Indian  budgets  are  going  to  be  an  exception!  The  President  has 
made  that  commitment,  has  made  it  out  of  increasingly  strong  personal 
understanding  of  the  reality. 

The  real  issue  of  course,  is  going  to  be  to  make  that  stick  in  the 
legislative  process.  We've  have  some  unhappy  and  very  difficult 
experiences  in  the  last  four  years  because  of  the  chaos  in  the  budget 
process  which  resulted  in  cuts  which  were  unjustified.  I would  hope  that. 


once  the  budget  is  out,  we  can  rallye  oun  friends,  make  the  case,  and 
play  hardball  and  say  we're  going  send  the  Presidents  budget. 

I recognize  that  these  are  the  two  items,  get  the  Assistant  Secretary, 
and  the  budget.  I appreciate  you  time,  I just  want  to  say  that  I am  very 
grateful  to  the  President  for  having  expressed  his  confidence  in  me 
personally  by  keeping  me  on  as  the  Secretary  of  Interior.  I will  tell  you 
that  support  from  the  leaders  of  Indian  Country,  in  my  judgement,  was  no 
small  factor  in  the  Presidents  decision.  I never  went  out  and  said  I'd 
like  you  to  talk  to  the  President  on  my  behalf,  I don't  do  business  that 
way.  But  on  those  times  the  President  has  had  occasions  to  sound  out 
leaders  of  Indian  Country,  I want  to  tell  you,  I really  appreciate  your 
honesty  and  candor.  The  word  that  came  back  from  Indian  Country  was  that 
"Bruce  Babbitt's  not  perfect,  we've  got  a lot  of  things  we'd  like  to  see 
him  do  differently,  and  we're  going  to  keep  beating  on  him."  "The  meeting 
in  Boulder  with  a group  of  leaders  was  a start".  I think  the  President 
heard  from  you  was  "well,  maybe  we're  not  going  to  give  Bruce  Babbitt  an  A+, 
but  we  think  we  ought  to  ride  the  horse  we've  got".  I just  want  to  tell 
you  that  I appreciate  that  because  I'm  deeply  committed  to  this.  I want 
to  tell  you,  I'm  here  to  start  a new  sense.  A sense  of  gratitude, 
humility,  and  most  of  all,  a feel  a zeal  to  set  this  process  up  to  make 
our  voices  more  clear  and  greater  sense  of  urgency. 

I look  forward  to  this.  Thank  you  very  much. 

"RE : Native  Nations  Block  Nuke  Dump"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Feb  1997  04:35:26  -0500  (EST) 

From:  A3Terra@aol.com 

Sub j : FWD:  Native  nations  block  nuke  dump 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Workers  World"  <ww@wwpublish . com> 


Via  Workers  World  News  Service 
Reprinted  from  the  Feb.  13,  1997 
issue  of  Workers  World  newspaper 


NATIVE  NATIONS  BLOCK  NUKE  DUMP 
By  Bill  Allen 
Needles,  Calif. 

Native  nations,  the  Arizona  American  Indian  Movement,  Save  Ward  Valley, 
local  residents  and  environmental  activists--  joined  by  supporters 
including  Greenpeace  and  Farm  Workers  union- -blockaded  the  entrance  to  the 
proposed  radioactive  dump  site  at  Ward  Valley,  west  of  Needles,  Calif.,  on 
Dan.  29. 

Officials  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Energy  and  other  government  offices, 
along  with  industry  representatives,  were  approaching  Ward  Valley  for  a 
tour  of  the  site.  They  were  met  by  100  Native  people  and  supporters  who 
blocked  the  road. 

The  protesters  prevented  the  tour  from  reaching  the  site.  The  blockade 
lasted  two  hours. 

The  action  dramatized  the  Native  peoples'  total  opposition  to  the 
proposed  dump.  Blockaders  called  on  President  Bill  Clinton  to  intervene  to 
stop  the  dump,  and  to  respect  the  Tribes'  environmental,  cultural  and 
spiritual  concerns. 

Tribal  and  environmental  activists  had  gathered  at  the  site  early  in  the 
morning.  They  took  part  in  a traditional  ceremony  as  they  waited  for  the 
government  and  industry  officials  to  arrive. 

Traditional  Bird  Singers  sang  their  ancient  songs  as  young  Mojave  girls 
danced.  Farm  Workers  members  sang  "We  Shall  Not  Be  Moved." 

The  Department  of  Energy  had  held  a meeting  the  day  before  to  discuss 
the  "low-level"  radioactive-waste  dump  proposed  for  Ward  Valley.  The  DOE 
had  invited  state  and  nuclear-industry  officials,  but  not  the  Native 
nations . 

Many  people,  including  tribal  leaders  as  well  as  reporters,  were  locked 


out  of  the  Dan.  28  meeting. 


UNITED  TO  FIGHT 

The  Font  Mojave,  Chemehuevi,  Quechan,  Cocopah,  and  Colorado  Indian  Tribes 
have  formed  the  Colorado  River  Native  Nations  Alliance  to  stop  the  dump 
and  protect  the  Colorado  River  and  Ward  Valley.  These  are  places  of  sacred 
significance  to  the  Tribes. 

The  nuclear  industry  and  the  government  want  to  dump  long-lasting, 
highly  radioactive  wastes  from  nuclear-power  plants  in  unlined  dirt 
trenches  above  an  aquifer  with  pathways  to  the  Colorado  River. 

Such  a dump  could  contaminate  the  river--which  provides  drinking  water 
for  20  million  people  in  Arizona,  California  and  northern  Mexico. 

"We  object  to  the  radioactive  waste  dump  proposed  for  our  traditional 
territory,"  said  Steve  Lopez,  spokesperson  for  the  Fort  Mojave  Indian 
Tribe.  "Fort  Mojave  and  the  other  river  tribes  will  never  allow  a nuclear 
dump  so  close  to  our  people  and  our  river. 

"The  Tribes  are  united  to  fight  against  this  dump,  no  matter  what  it 
takes . " 

On  Ian.  31,  California  Gov.  Pete  Wilson  filed  a lawsuit  in  federal 
district  court  to  force  the  Interior  Department  to  transfer  the  federal 
land  at  Ward  Valley  to  the  State  so  construction  on  the  dump  can  proceed. 
Wilson  has  also  demanded  that  the  anti-dump  protest  encampment- -on  the 
site  for  over  a year--be  evicted  immediately. 

Native  nations  and  the  entire  Ward  Valley  Coalition  have  vowed  that  they 
will  nonviolently  resist  any  attempt  at  eviction  or  construction.  Further 
defying  Wilson,  the  nations  have  announced  that  a mass  Spring  Gathering 
will  be  held  at  Ward  Valley  April  25-27. 

[Supporters  can  contact  the  Save  Ward  Valley  office  at 
(619)  326-6267.] 

- END  - 

(Copyright  Workers  World  Service:  Permission  to  reprint 
granted  if  source  is  cited.  For  more  information  contact 
Workers  World,  55  W.  17  St.,  NY,  NY  10011;  via  e-mail: 
ww@wwpublish.com.  For  subscription  info  send  message  to: 
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"RE : Landmark  Treaty  Decision"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Feb  1997  10:39:31  -0800  (PST) 

From:  MordecaiSp@aol.com 

Sub j : Minnesota:  Landmark  treaty  decision 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

I wonder  if  list  recipients  have  heard  about  the  recent  decision  by  a 
Minnesota  U.S.  district  court  judge  allocating  natural  resources  in  a big 
hunk  of  east-central  Minnesota  to  the  Mille  Lacs  and  Fond  du  Lacs  Ojibwe 
bands  and  the  Ojibwe  tribes  in  Wisconsin,  all  signatories  to  the  1837  Treaty 

Local  press  coverage  focuses  on  upcoming  spearing  and  gillnetting  of 
walleye  pike  in  the  Lake  Mille  Lacs  (an  hour  north  of  the  Twin  Cities),  the 
premier  walleye  sports  fishing  lake  in  Minnesota.  There  has  been  organized 
opposition  to  treaty  fishing  rights  during  the  early  '90s,  and  last  week 
another  rally/fundraiser  by  the  anti-treaty  took  place  in  a local  suburb. 

The  decision  by  ludge  Michael  Davis  follows  the  law  set  down  in  landmark 
fishing  rights  cases  dealing  with  Puget  Sound  and  the  Columbia  River.  It 
affirms  the  right  of  the  Ojibwe  to  hunt,  fish  and  gather  pursuant  to  their 
tribal  conservation  codes.  The  state  of  Minnesota  has  filed  for  a 4-month 
injunction  against  the  exercise  of  treaty  rights,  ostensibly  to  educate  the 
public  about  treaty  rights  and  train  law  enforcement  personnel  in  the  new 
tribal  conservation  regulations. 

I'll  be  writing  an  article  for  The  Circle  newspaper  in  Minneapolis.  If 
you'd  like  to  offer  your  thoughts,  feel  free  to  e-mail:  mordecaisp@aol.com. 
Migwich, 

Mordecai  Specktor 


"RE:  Oppose  the  Ptarmigan  Trail" 

Date:  Sun,  16  Feb  1997  14:23:45  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@ORION.YORKU.CA> 

Sub  j : URGENT  ACTION:  Protect  Akamiuapishk ! Oppose  the  Ptarmigan  Trail! 
Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

URGENT  ACTION: 

Protect  Akamiuapishk!  Oppose  the  Ptarmigan  Trail! 


Support  the  Innu  in  our  struggle  to  protect  one  of  Nitassinan's  most 
important  natural  areas:  Akamiuapishk  (the  Mealy  Mountains). 

This  roadless  mountain  region  is  home  to  both  the  Innu  people  and  the 
Mealy  Mountain  caribou  herd-but  it  is  threatened  by  a 246  km  snowmobile 
trail  that  will  cut  through  the  heart  of  this  sensitive  area. 

The  Trail  will  link  Goose  Bay  to  Cartwright,  running  south  through  the 
Kenamu  river  valley  and  east  across  the  southern  slopes  of  the  Mealy 
Mountains  to  Paradise  River  and  Sandwich  Bay.  This  route  threatens 
important  winter  moose  habitat,  bisects  the  winter  range  of  the  threatened 
Mealy  Mountain  caribou  herd  and  provide  easy  access  to  an  area  that  is  of 
special  significance  to  the  Innu 

Akamiuapishk  has  sustained  countless  generations  of  Innu.  It  is  of  vital 
importance  to  us.  We  hunt,  trap,  and  fish  here,  and  we  want  our  children  to 
be  able  to  do  the  same.  It  is  also  an  area  of  spiritual  significance  to  us. 
There  are  many  sites  where  shaking  tent  rituals  and  mokushan  feasts  have 
been  held,  and  many  of  our  relatives  are  buried  there. 

The  Trail  will  increase  the  human  presence  in  Akamiuapish.  Easy  access 
into  the  area  will  create  new  conditions:  increased  hunting  pressures  and 
new  cabin  construction  will  destroy  or  seriously  degrade  this  important 
environment . 

The  area  is  also  designated  by  Innu  Nation,  Parks  Canada,  and  the 
Government  of  Newfoundland  for  a National  Park  Feasibility  Study.  The  Trail 
threatens  the  very  values  that  a National  Park  would  protect. 

Innu  Nation  opposes  the  Trail  on  the  grounds  of  the  serious  effects  that 
it  would  have  on  our  land,  the  animals  we  depend  on,  and  the  rights  of  the 
Innu  people.  We  call  on  other  groups  who  are  concerned  about  the  future  of 
this  important  roadless  area  to  support  our  efforts  and  oppose  the  Trail. 

URGENT  ACTION  REQUEST: 

Funding  has  been  approved  for  the  construction  of  the  Trail,  following  a 
environmental  screening  done  behind  closed  doors!  Workers  are  now  being 
hired,  and  construction  is  scheduled  to  begin  within  weeks! 

We  ask  you  to  send  letters  to  Pierre  Pettigrew,  the  federal  Minister  of 
Fluman  Resources.  His  department  is  providing  the  funds  for  the  Trail.  We 
also  ask  that  you  copy  Newfoundland  Premier  Brian  Tobin  and  federal 
Minister  of  Indian  Affairs,  Ron  Irwin. 

A sample  letter  and  addresses  appear  below: 

Pierre  Pettigrew 
Minister  of  Fluman  Resources 
Government  of  Canada 
Place  du  Portage  Phase  4 
140  Promenade  du  Portage 
Hull,  PQ  K1A  039 

Dear  Messr.  Pettigrew:  via  fax:  (819)  994-0448 

I am  writing  to  express  my  shock  and  outrage  over  your  decision  to  fund  the 
construction  of  the  Ptarmigan  Trail.  We  strongly  oppose  the  Trail  on 
several  grounds. 

* the  proposed  trail  prejudices  the  aboriginal  rights  of  the  Innu 
Nation  and  their  land  rights  negotiations  with  the  Federal  and  Provincial 
governments; 


* the  Trail  directly  impacts  on  land  which  is  central  to  Innu 
culture-land  which  continues  to  sustain  the  Innu  people; 

* the  Trail  will  provide  easy  access  by  non-Innu  to  Innu  land, 
facilitating  hunting,  trapping  and  fishing  by  non-Innu,and  provide 
opportunities  for  constructing  illegal  cabins,  camps,  etc.  which  will  only 
increase  the  level  of  conflict  between  the  Innu  and  their  non-Innu 
neighbours  in  this  region  and  put  additional  hunting  pressure  on  the 
threatened  Mealy  Mountains  caribou  herd; 

* The  Trail  bisects  the  Mealy  Mountains  National  Park  Study  area,  and 
compromises  the  work  currently  being  done  by  the  representatives  of  the 
governments  of  Canada,  Newfoundland  and  the  Innu  Nation  towards  the 
establishment  of  a National  Park  to  protect  this  important  natural  area; 

We  are  appalled  by  the  utter  failure  of  your  department  to  consult  with  the 
Innu  Nation  on  this  matter  prior  to  making  a decision.  Despite  the  fact 
that  they  are  engaged  in  land  rights  negotiations  with  Canada  and 
Newfoundland,  and  despite  commitments  by  both  levels  of  governments  to  keep 
them  informed  of  any  developments  on  this  matter,  they  learned  that  funding 
had  been  approved  through  the  media,  and  no  official  notification  until 
after  the  funding  was  approved. 

We  demand  a full  accounting  of  the  reasons  for  your  decision,  and  complete 
copies  of  every  document  written,  referenced  or  received  in  the  course  of 
the  screening  of  this  project.  Most  importantly,  we  demand  that  you 
reconsider  your  decision  to  finance  the  construction  of  the  Trail,  and  not 
commit  any  funds  for  this  ill-conceived  project  until  our  concerns-and 
those  of  the  Innu  Nation-have  been  completely  addressed  by  an  environmental 
review  panel. 


Send  copies  of  your  correspondence  to  the  following: 

Brian  Tobin 

Premier  of  Newfoundland  Ron  Irwin 

PO  Box  8700  Minister  of  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs 


Confederation  Building 
St.  John's,  NF 
A1B  416 

(709)  729-5875  (fax) 


10  Wellington  St. 
Hull,  PQ 
K1A  0H5 

(819)  953-4941  fax 


Thank  you  for  your  support!  Please  forward  this  to  other  interested 
individuals  and  groups. 

\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/= 
Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 


RE:  Akinksake  Gravesite  Threatened 


Date:  Tue,  11  Feb  1997  20:01:15  GMT 
From:  aconcert@carroll . com  (Joe  Campagna) 

Sub j : Aakinksakee  Lenape  Site  Encroachment 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Source  document:  "Possible  Akinksake  Gravesite  Threatened" 

Reported  by  Joe  Campagna 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

- reprints  granted  do  not  change  text  below 

From 

BERGEN  MAGAZINE  - Joe  Campagna,  Editor 

"Gravesite"  Encroachment  Is  Possible  Disturbance"  2/11/97 

Eric  Martindale,  Reporter 
Hackensack  NJ 

Road  construction  has  begun  near  site  in  Hackensack  where  some  informed 
individuals  believe  Native  American  gravesites  may  be  located.  The  property 


is  known  as  the  Oliveri  tract  is  at  the  corner  of  Fairmount  Ave  and  Allen 
Street  in  the  Borg's  Woods  area.  Most  of  the  Borg's  Woods,  a remnant  virgin 
woodland  with  trees  8 to  13  feet  in  circumference,  and  100  to  125  feet  in 
height,  was  purchased  by  the  County  of  Bergen  in  September  1994.  Funds  were 
earmarked  for  purchase  and  preservation  of  the  Oliveri  property,  but  the 
county  opted  not  to  buy  this  site. 

The  half  acre  Oliveri  property  was  owned  by  the  City  of  Hackensack  from 
1940  to  1984,  when  it  was  sold  off  for  $5,200,  less  than  1/10  of  its  true 
value.  Activists  are  currently  researching  whether  or  not  the  Oliveri 
property  was  bought  in  1940  for  park  purposes,  because  most  of  the  city"s 
parklands  were  purchased  at  that  time. 

Doe  Campagna,  a historian/researcher  on  local  Lenape  habitation  has 
documented  that  Lenapi  may  have  buried  their  departed  near  these  particular 
streams  at  the  Northwest  side  of  hills.  "Aside  from  the  streamside 
location  and  surface  evidence,  it  is  to  the  West  of  a Hill  where  the  sun 
may  have  been  viewed  setting"  - Campagna.  He  also  mentions  that  the  stone 
circles  coincide  with  Lenape  gravesites  he  documented  in  the  Ramapough 
Mountains  of  Mahwah.  Campagna  has  documented  extensive  Bergen  County  trail 
structure  especially  along  streams  and  rivers,  often,  overland  trails 
connect  large  rivers.  In  many  cases  these  trails  have  become  county  roads 
due  to  their  age.  The  stream  in  Borg's  Woods  is  met  by  a small  runoff 
stream  from  a pool  fed  by  an  underground  spring.  "Water  which  comes  from 
the  ground  like  the  spring  in  Van  Saun  Park  and  the  spring  in  Borg's  Woods 
are  extremely  significant  both  culturally  and  spiritually",  said  Campagna. 
The  stone  circles  which  almost  invariably  conform  to  the  size  of  the  newer 
and  confirmed  Mahwah  graves  occasionally  show  what  appear  to  be  double 
circles.  Some  have  argued  that  these  are  glacial  deposits.  Mr.  Campagna 
failed  to  report  the  site  to  the  State  of  Nl  feeling  that  they  may  disturb 
the  site  by  excavating  for  archaeological  evidence  which  would  mean 
disturbing  the  graves  which  Campagna  contends  could  be  four  hundred  to  over 
a thousand  years  old.  Campagna  has  still  not  reported  the  potential  site  to 
the  state. 

Borg's  Woods  and  the  Oliveri  tract  are  the  only  site  in  Hackensack  to 
match  this  description:  an  old  trail,  clearly  seen  on  a 1940  aerial 
photograph,  goes  right  through  the  Oliveri  property,  running  generally 
parallel  to  the  Coles  Brook  through  an  upland  area.  Some  believe  that  this 
is  an  Indian  trail  that  once  connected  downtown  Hackensack  to  the  Van  Saun 
Creek  area  of  Paramus.  The  Oliveri  property  was  also  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Fairmount  Hotel,  a country  resort  hotel  that  burned  down  in  the  late  1800' s. 
It  served  wealthy  residents  of  New  York  City  who  once  had  weddings  and 
vacations  at  the  hotel  much  like  people  have  in  the  Pocono's  today. 

Some  of  the  trees  cut  were  over  8 feet  in  circumference,  and  included 
American  Beech,  a slow-growing  old-growth  species.  Oliveri  and  his  partners 
plan  a residential  subdivision,  which  received  approval  from  the  Hackensack 
Planning  Board.  The  board  did  not  require  any  historical  survey  or 
environmental  impact  statement.  The  main  part  of  Borg's  Woods  virgin  area 
may  stay  undisturbed.  Ground  breaking  has  been  done  on  the  adjacent  area 
and  on  the  Borg's  Woods  trail. 

"RE:  HIV  Care  for  Native  Americans"  

Date:  97/02/15  09:51 

From:  Douglas  Goldin  <fw.doug@genie.com> 

Sub j : HHS  PRESS  RELEASE 

genie  email 

Headline:  HHS  ANNOUNCES  $1  MILLION  IN  AWARDS  TO  SUPPORT  HIV  CARE 
FOR  NATIVE  AMERICANS 

Health  and  Human  Services  Secretary  Donna  E.  Shalala  today  announced  Ryan 
White  CARE  Act  awards  totaling  $1  million  to  three  organizations  to 
develop  and  evaluate  health  care  models  that  provide  the  range  of  health 
care  and  social  services  needed  by  Native  Americans  living  with  HIV/AIDS 
and  their  families. 

Awardees  include  Alaska  Native  HIV/AIDS  Case  Management  Project, 


Anchorage,  Alaska;  Native  Care:  HIV/AIDS  Integrated  Services  Network, 
Oakland,  Calif.;  and  Red  Ribbon  Bridge  Project,  Santa  Barbara,  Calif. 

"These  projects  offer  models  of  HIV/AIDS  care  that  break  down  the 
barriers  Native  Americans  face  in  accessing  needed  services--  medical, 
mental  health,  substance  abuse,  housing,  legal  assistance  and  other 
support  services--that  respect  their  culture,  spiritual  needs  and 
traditions,"  said  Secretary  Shalala. 

The  projects  were  funded  under  the  Special  Projects  of  National 
Significance  (SPNS)  Program,  which  is  part  of  the  Ryan  White  Comprehensive 
AIDS  Resources  Emergency  (CARE)  Act  administered  by  the  Health  Resources 
and  Services  Administration.  Its  purpose  is  to  demonstrate  and  evaluate 
for  national  replication  innovative  HIV/AIDS  service  delivery  models  for 
hard-to-reach  individuals.  It  is  not  intended  for  long-term  services 
delivery. 

Through  the  SPNS  Program,  HRSA  also  funds  an  Evaluation  Technical 
Assistance  Center  for  grantees  at  the  Columbia  University  School  of  Public 
Health  in  New  York  City. 

"The  SPNS  Program  tests  innovative  models  of  care  to  give  communities 
and  states  better  solutions  for  meeting  the  unique  health  care  needs  of 
hard-to-reach  individuals  and  families,  including  Native  Americans,"  said 
HRSA  Administrator  Ciro  V.  Sumaya,  M.D.,  M.P.H.T.M.  "This  is  an 
investment  with  a future  once  successful  models  are  replicated  around  the 
country  and  individuals  with  HIV/AIDS  have  better  access  to  a full  range 
of  coordinated  services." 

The  grantees  and  their  awards  are: 

Alaska  Native  HIV/AIDS  Management  Project  $272,770  - This  project  is  a 

collaborative  effort  of  three  regional  Alaska  Native  health  providers-- 
Chugachmiut,  Yukon  Kuskokwim  Health  Corporation  and  Kodiak  Area  Native 
Association.  It  will  give  Alaska  Natives  living  in  rural  and  remote 
villages  nearby  access  to  HIV/AIDS  resources  and  services,  with  a special 
focus  on  preventing  the  transmission  of  HIV.  Regional  case  management 
systems  will  help  coordinate  and  integrate  services.  A comprehensive 
intake  and  client  evaluation  tool  will  be  used  to  assess  the  multiple 
needs  of  Native  villagers  and  develop  individualized  plans  of  care. 

Native  Care:  HIV/AIDS  Integrated  Service  Network  $500,000  - This  project 
will  increase  access  to  care  for  Native  American  (American  Indian,  Alaska 
Native  and  Native  Hawaiian)  individuals  and  families  through  an  extensive 
network  of  eight  regional  sites:  Phoenix,  Ariz.;  Chinle,  Ariz.; 

O'ahu/Maui  counties,  Hawaii;  Oklahoma  City/Tulsa,  Okla.;  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
; Robeson  County,  N.C.;  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  and  New  York  City,  N.Y.  The 
sites  will  better  coordinate  providers  of  HIV/AIDS  services,  including 
medical,  mental  health,  nursing  care,  social,  essentials  of  life, 
substance  abuse  and  traditional  healing  services.  Native  Americans  in 
correctional  institutions  are  included  in  the  project.  All  sites  are 
linked  with  the  grantee,  the  National  Native  American  AIDS  Prevention 
Center  (NNAAPC),  which  will  provide  administrative  oversight,  training, 
technical  assistance,  information  exchange  and  dissemination,  and  program 
design  and  evaluation  services. 

Red  Ribbon  Bridge  Project  $227,230  - American  Indian  Health  and 

Services,  a non-profit  community  agency,  is  funded  to  develop  a culturally 
appropriate  model  for  the  comprehensive,  coordinated  delivery  of  services 
by  and  for  Native  Americans  in  Santa  Barbara  County,  Calif.  Services  will 
include  counseling,  nurse  case  management,  social  work/benefits  counseling, 
risk  reduction  and  other  supportive  services.  By  recognizing  and 
respecting  the  unique  cultural,  spiritual  and  traditional  values  of  Native 
Americans,  the  project  aims  to  ensure  client  utilization  and  compliance. 

In  addition  to  these  three  projects,  the  Navajo  Nation  Division  of 
Health  in  Window  Rock,  Ariz.,  received  a 5-year  SPNS  grant  on  September  30, 
1996,  to  develop  a tribal-focused  model  of  HIV  care.  First  year  funding  is 
$200,000. 

From  fiscal  year  1991,  when  CARE  Act  grants  were  first  awarded,  through 
fiscal  year  1997,  more  than  $3.8  billion  in  federal  funds  have  been 
appropriated  to  assist  people  living  with  HIV/AIDS  in  every  state,  49 
major  metropolitan  areas  and  U.S.  territories. 


RE:  Poem:  Bare  Trees 


Date:  Fri,  3 Dan  1997  14:36:08  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Winter  Poem 

UUCP  email 

Bare  Trees 

Trees  sway,  losing  their  last  leaves, 
as  the  cold  winds,  wing  eastward, 
across  the  plains,  into  the  hills. 

Mother  earth,  slumbers, 

beneath  her  quiet,  and  frosty  breast, 

new  life  waits,  and  abides. 

Skies  are  blue,  verging  purple, 
water  gurgles,  heading  downstream, 
beneath  its  icy  coat. 

Four  foots  prowl,  or  sleep, 
twitching,  dreaming, 
of  the  hunt,  and  food. 

Winged  ones  winter,  or  flurry  south, 
perching  fat  for  now,  on  bare  trees, 
sharp  eyed,  searching  for  food. 

Fire  warms  us, 

as  families  gather,  for  stories, 
sharing  laughter,  and  harvests  bounty. 

The  slow  cold  months,  are  here, 

all  life  waits,  making  ready  for  spring, 

between  bare  trees,  and  green  trees. 

Dohn  Berry 
Oklahoma  1996 

- "RE:  Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  97/02/10  00:51 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub  j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  February  23-March  1 

IANUALI 

(Danuary) 

(Kaelo) 

23 

A dream  is  a wild  bird  upon  the  wind! 

24 

See  the  world  through  the  eyes  of  a child. 

25 

Love  is  a gift  that  grows  only  with  the  giving. 

26 

What  is  once  found  is  never  truly  lost. 

27 

I return  to  the  earth  to  find  the  place  of  my  beginnings. 

28 


Within  me  lie  the  wellsprings  of  my  own  renewal. 


MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

March  was  the  season  when  the  malolo,  the  flying  fish,  swarmed  in  the  ocean. 

1 

Everywhere  I look,  I see  beauty. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  20  February  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Sun,  16  Feb  1997  19:47:56  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : BENEFIT 

The  following  messages  is  being  distributed  for  AIM  Support  Group 
Tennessee. . .Ish) 

FORWARDED  MESSAGE  

A BENEFIT  WILL  BE  HELD  MARCH  8TH,  6PM  CST  AT  RAVIS  AT  FORT  SMITH 
ARKANSAS  IN  SUPPORT  OF  THE  BIG  MOUNTAIN  SITUATION.  HALF  THE  PROCEEDS 
WILL  GO  TO  THIS  EFFORT.  PART  OF  THE  COVER  CHARGE  IS  FOOD,  CLOTHING, 

BLANKETS,  ETC.  AND  ALL  THIS  WILL  GO  TO  THIS  CAUSE.  HOPE  TO  SEE  YOU 
THERE. 

MIKE 


Date:  Mon,  17  Feb  1997  13:05:58  -0400 

From:  changleska  wakan  wicasan  <changleska@geocities . com> 

Sub j : Conference  Update 

(Updates,  Additions  and  Changes  Announcement) 

NATIVE  AMERICAN-STAR  NATIONS  CONFERENCES 
STAR  FAMILY  GATHERING 

San  Diego,  CA,  Thursday  through  Sunday,  March  13-16,  1997, 

9 a.m. -10  p.m. 

Conference  site:  Bristol  Court  Hotel,  1055  First  Avenue, 

San  Diego, 

(619)  232-6141 

Lakota  spiritual  advisor  Standing  Elk  has  announced  that  the 
Spirit  has  indicated  that  another  Gathering/information-sharing  by 
Native  American  Elders  and  Anglo  specialists  on  the  Star  Nations  be 
held  on  the  Pacific  Coast  near  the  Spring  Equinox.  This  Conference 
is  to  keep  up  the  flow  of  information  concerning  the  trials  that 
Mother  Earth  is  commencing,  and  about  the  imminent  return  of  the 
Star  People.  Thus,  the  Star  Family  Conference  is  intended  to 
maintain  the  momentum  of  developing  awareness  developed  from  the 
Star  Knowledge  Conference  on  the  Great  Plains  last  Dune,  and  from 
the  Star  Visions  Conference  held  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  November, 

1996. 

Presenters  include:  Standing  Elk  (Dakota),  Floyd  Hand  (Lakota),  Wablesa 
(Lakota),  Pathfinder  (Cherokee/  Apache),  Silver  Star  (Cherokee), 

Kachinas  Kutenai  (Apache),  Scout  Cloud  Lee,  Ed.D.,  Mary  Thunder 
(Metis),  Monica  Medicine  Wind,  Grandmother  Wind  Rider  (Mayan), 


Nestor  Night  Owl,  Steven  Blue  Wolf,  Dose  Fernandez  (Puerto  Rico), 

Dr.  Brian  O'Leary  (Astronaut  Corps),  Dr.  Steven  Greer  (CSETI),  Dr. 

Richard  Boylan,  Dr.  Truman  Wong  (Pine  Ridge),  NATO/SHAPE  Command 
Sergeant-Major  Robert  Dean,  Lee  Shargel  (NASA),  Chet  Snow, 

Angela  Brown-Miller,  Ph.D.,  LCSW,  Alex  Collier,  Bettye  Binder,  Marilyn 
Carlson,  CHT  (Yellow  Hand),  Paula  Peterson,  Lewis  Martin  and  Erica  Snyder, 
Deanette  Matacia,  Tom  Scere  and  Star  Sparks. 

Conference  registration : $175  (after  Mar.  1,  $200).  Single  day=$60. 

Contact  Bristol  Court  Hotel  directly  for  lodging;  mention  "Star 
Knowledge  Conference"  for  $85  rate.  Shuttle  available  from  airport. 
Alternate  lodging:  Holiday  Inn-Mission  Bay  (special  Conference  rate  $69); 
the  Comfort  Inn-Mission  Bay. 

For  registration/information  contact:  Rev.  Collette  Fields 
(619)  474-0842,  P.0.  Box  1612,  National  City,  CA  91951; 

[back-up:  Marilyn  Carlson  (206)  379-9624]. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Also,  this  summer  plan  for: 

STAR  COUNCIL  CONFERENCE  of  Native  American  Elders 

and  selected  non-Native  Star  People  Specialists 
Rapid  City,  SD,  Wednesday  through  Saturday,  Dune  11-14,  1997 
Conference  site:  Civic  Center  at  Rapid  City,  the  city  closest  to  the 
sacred  Black  Hills. 

Presenters:  Standing  Elk  (Lakota),  Hun  Bet  Men  (Mayan),  Ed  McGaa 
(Eagle  Man),  Galen  Drapeau  (Dakota),  Nestor  Night  Owl,  Marilyn 
Carlson,  CHT  (Yellow  Hand),  Dr.  Richard  Boylan,  Leo  Sprinkle,  Ph.D. 
(invited),  Steven  Greer,  M.D.  (invited),  Angela  Brown-Miller , Ph .D. , 

Doka  Van  Dieten,  and  others  TBA. 

For  information  contact:  Marilyn  Carlson  (206)  379-9624. 


Date:  Sun,  16  Feb  1997  10:37:12  -0800 

From:  "by  way  of  gracev@pe.net  Grace  van  Thillo"  <EthanV@AOL.COM> 

Sub j : Press  Release 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM . STDOHNS . EDU> 

February  16,  1997 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

For  more  information  contact:  Ethan  van  Thillo,  (619)  230-1938 

FEATURE  WORKS  AND  EDWARD  DAMES  OLMOS  HIGHLIGHT  CENTRO  CULTURAL  DE  LA  RAZA's 
4th  Annual 

LATINO  and  NATIVE  AMERICAN  Film  and  Video 
Festival  - Cine  Estudiantil  '97 

March  18-22,  1997.  The  Centro  Cultural  de  la  Raza  proudly  presents 
its  Fourth  Annual  Cine  Estudiantil  '97.  This  exciting  five  day 
Native  American  and  Latino  student  film/video  festival  will  take 
place  March  18-22,  1997  at  San  Diego  State  University's  Montezuma 
Hall  and  at  additional  venues  in  Tijuana,  Mexicali  and  Ensenada. 

This  year  the  San  Diego  and  Tijuana  community  will  have  the  unique 
opportunity  to  not  only  view  over  sixty  Native  American  and  Latino 
student  works  from  across  Latin  America  and  the  United  States,  but 
also  be  treated  to  the  appearances  of  renown  Latino  actor  Edward 
Dames  Olmos  and  Native  American  independent  filmmaker,  Sandra 
Osawa.  Edward  Dames  Olmos  will  make  his  presentation  at  5:00  p.m. 
on  Tuesday,  March  18th  and  Ms.  Osawa  will  be  in  person  for  her 
screening  on  Thursday,  March  20th  at  8:00  p.m.  In  addition,  the 
festival  will  premiere  three  award-winning  feature  works  (Lives  In 
Hazard,  Pepper's  Pow  Wow  & Bienvenido/Welcome)  along  with  providing 
a special  outreach  program  geared  toward  local  high  school  students. 

The  feature  works  include  Lives  In  Hazard  to  be  screened  on 
Tuesday,  March  18th  at  6:00  p.m.  This  documentary,  produced  and 
narrated  by  Edward  Dames  Olmos,  is  a stark  exploration  of  East 
L.A.'s  gang  subculture,  and  an  indictment  of  the  cycle  of  poverty 
that  perpetuates  it.  Lives  In  Hazard,  is  a one-hour  documentary 


exploring  the  lives  of  the  real  gang  members  who  acted  as  extras  in 
America  p.m.,  the  Festival  will  be  screening  the  San  Diego 
premiere  of  Native  American  filmmaker,  Sandra  Osawa's,  Pepper's  Pow  Wow. 
Screened  at  last  years  prestigious  Sundance  Film  Festival,  this 
documentary  opens  up  new  territory  for  Native  American  subjects  by 
focusing  on  Dim  Pepper,  an  international  jazz  musician,  whose 
musical  contributions  to  the  world  of  jazz  have  never  before  been 
documented.  For  the  first  time,  his  amazing  music  is  brought  to 
life  by  filmmaker  Sandra  Osawa  in  this  award-winning  documentary. 

Finally,  Cine  Estudiantil  '97  is  proud  to  present  the  premiere 
screening  of  Bienvenido/Welcome  to  be  screened  Friday,  March  21st, 
at  8:00  p.m.  This  award-winning  film  from  Mexico  follows  a couple  who 
are  suddenly  confronted  with  the  possibility  that  one  of  them  has 
contracted  the  AIDS  virus  through  an  infidelity.  Director  Gabriel 
Retes  pays  tribute  to  the  art  of  filmaking  in  this  unpredictable, 
comic,  dramatic  film  within  a film. 

The  festival's  founder  and  director,  Ethan  van  Thillo,  is  very 
enthusiastic  about  this  year's  Cine  Estudiantil.  "For  the  first 
time,  the  festival  will  be  including  a showcase  of  Latino  feature 
films,  in  addition  to  the  student  films  and  videos."  Emphasizing 
the  importance  of  the  festival,  Mr.  van  Thillo  states  that  "the 
many  films  and  videos  to  be  screened  at  Cine  Estudiantil  '97 
provide  an  avenue  for  members  in  our  community  to  explore  the 
history,  stories,  and  many  heroes  so  often  forgotten  by  mainstream 
media;  but  vibrantly  alive  in  this  remarkable  selection  of  over  60  works. 

Tickets  and  information 

All  festival  screenings  are  FREE  and  open  to  the  general  public. 

Flowever,  seating  is  limited  and  reservations  are  suggested.  All 
screenings  in  San  Diego  (March  18-21st)  will  take  place  at  San 
Diego  State  University's  Montezuma  Flail.  Please  contact  Festival 
staff  at  (619)  230-1938  for  times,  dates,  festival  catalogue  and 
ticket  information.  In  addition,  information  is  available  on  Cine 
Estudiantil ' s homepage  at  http://members.aol. com:/cineestud/index.htm. 

Cine  Estudiantil  '97  is  co-sponsored  by  San  Diego  State  University's 
Associated  Students,  MASSO,  CASE,  Latin  American  Studies,  Women's  Studies 
P.S.F.A.  and  the  Centennial  Committee;  Universidad  Autonoma  de  Baja 
California;  Landmark  Theatres,  The  Mexican  Consulate,  California 
Council  for  the  Humanities,  Herdez  Corporation,  15  Ayuntamiento, 

The  San  Diego/Tijuana  Sister  Society,  and  El  Instituto  de  Cultura 
de  Baja  California.  The  Centro  Cultural  de  la  Raza's  programming 
is  made  possible  with  support  from  the  City  of  San  Diego's 
Commission  for  Arts  and  Culture,  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts, 
the  National  Performance  Network,  California  Arts  Council,  The  American 
Festival  Project,  San  Diego  City  Schools,  San  Diego  Foundation  For 
Change,  The  Angelica  Foundation,  San  Diego  Housing  Commission,  The 
Nathan  Cummings  Foundation  and  Telesis  Foundation. 

For  more  information  contact:  Cine  Estudiantil  1997,  c/o  Centro 
Cultural  de  la  Raza,  2125  Park  Blvd.,  San  Diego,  CA  92101, 

(619)  230-1938  or  CineEstud@aol.com. 


Date:  Thu,  13  Feb  1997  13:54:14  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Bo  <IRONHRSE@ix.netcom.com> 

Sub j : Northern  New  Mexico  Comm.  College  2nd  Annual  POW-WOW 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Original  Sender:  wolfgang@nnm.cc.nm.us  (Daniel  Begay) 
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NORTHERN  NEW  MEXICO  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 


2ND  ANNUAL  AISES  POW-WOW 
APRIL  5TH,  1997 
SPONSORED  BY  THE  AISES  CLUB 


WE  ONCE  AGAIN  WELCOME  ALL  DANCERS 
DRUMS  AND  ARTS/CRAFTS  VENDORS! ! ! ! 


*Contest  in  Special  Categories* 


For  more  info  Please  Contact  Pow-wow  Coordinators : (by  phone, smoke  or 
E-mail) 

*3ulia  Abeyta  - Native  American  Coordinator  at:  (505)747-2141 
or  E-mail  at:  jabeyta@nnm.cc.nm.us 
*Daniel  W.  Begay  - President  of  NNMCC  AISES  Club  at:  (505)753-8200 
or  E-mail  at:  wolfgang@nnm.cc.nm.us 
*Charlene  Tsoodle  Marcus  - NPI  Coordinator  at:  (505)  747-2194 

or  E-mail  at:  charlene@nnm.cc.nm.us 
The  Aises  Club  at  Northern  New  Mexico  Comm.  College  would  like  to 
invite  all  of  you  to  the  beautiful  down  town  Espanola  Valley,  for 
our  2nd  Annual  Pow-wow.  Our  first  Annual  Pow-wow  was  a great 
success,  we  are  still  thanking  each  of  you  for  all  the  help  and 
support  that  was  achieved  during  last  event. 

We  are  located  about  25  miles  north  of  Santa  Fe  on  State  Hwy 
84/285.  The  Town  offers  most  major  fast  food  chains,  and  motels, 
for  those  of  you  who  may  consider  an  over  night  stay.  Taos  NM,  is 
also  about  39  miles  north  of  Espanola. 

So  please  don't  hesitate  to  give  us  a call.  We  can  inform  you  on 
any  information  you  want  about  our  location  and  southern 
hospitality  in  Northern  New  Mexico!!! 

But  remember!  Drum  beats  will  be  heard  on  in  The  Valley  on  April  5th!!!! 

Daniel  Wolfgang  Begay 
NNMCC  Aises  Pres. 


Date:  Mon,  17  Feb  1997  15:05:18  -0800  (PST) 

From:  kipp@ucla.edu 

Sub j : Indian  Gaming:  Who  Wins? 

A Forum  for  Tribal  Leaders,  Scholars,  Government  Representatives  and 
Practitioners 

Friday,  April  4 - Saturday,  April  5,  1997 

University  of  California,  Los  Angeles 

Law  School  Building 

Friday,  April  4,  1997 

9:00  am  - 5:00  pm 

Saturday,  April  5,  1997 

9:00  am  - Noon 

This  conference  brings  together  tribal  leaders,  scholars,  government 
representatives  and  practitioners  to  address  Indian  gaming.  The 
discussion  focuses  on  three  key  areas: 

* Advisability 

* Legality 

* Achieving  Success 

Specific  panel  topics  will  include: 

* Is  Indian  Gaming  Advisable  for  Tribes? 

* Litigation  and  Its  Aftermath 

* Legislative  Possibilities 

* Community  and  Public  Relations 

* Law  Enforcement  and  Labor  Relations 

* Investment,  Economic  Development  and  Finances 

Time  will  be  scheduled  for  informal  discussion  of  these  vital  issues 
during  breaks  and  at  Friday's  lunch. 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 


UCLA  American  Indian  Studies  Center 
3220  Campbell  Hall,  Box  951548 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90095-1548 
phone  (310)  825-7315 

fax  (310)  206-7060 

email  <<grieman@ucla.edu>  or  <<aisc@ucla.edu> 

internet  http: //www. s sc net .ucla.edu/indian/ 

Registration  Fees: 

Non-Student  $25 

Student  $15 

Sponsored  by  the  UCLA  American  Indian  Graduate  Student  Association 
in  conjunction  with  the  UCLA  American  Indian  Studies  Center. 
Co-sponsored  by  the  UCLA  School  of  Law. 

Petition  for  state  bar  approval  for  MCLE  credit  pending. 


Date:  Sat,  15  Feb  1997  23:34:39  -0700 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <cmilda@GOODNET.COM> 
Sub j : ASM:  Southwest  Indian  Art  Fair  (Fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

j Southwest  Indian  Art  Fair 


1997 

A _free_  invitational  show  and  sale  of 
jewelry,  kachina  dolls,  pottery,  baskets, 
storyteller  dolls,  fetishes  and  sculpture  by 
85  of  the  Southwest's  most  talented 
American  Indian  artists! 

Buy  directly  from  the  artists! 

Live  American  Indian  music! 

Lectures  on  American  Indian  arts! 


j [IMAGE  + + 

_Hopi_Salako,_  Von  Monongya,  | Saturday,  February  22 | 

carver.  (ASM  photo  #67237).  j 10:00  am  - 4:00  pm  [ 

From  _Kachina_Dolls,_  | Sunday,  February  23  | 

| by  Helga  Teiwes]  j 12:00  pm  - 4:00  pm  [ 

I 


at  the 

Arizona  State  Museum 
on  the  University  of  Arizona  campus 
at  Park  Ave.  and  University  Blvd. 
Call  621-6302  for  information! 


Major  Sponsors:  Bahti  Indian  Arts  The  University  of 

Indian  Territory  Desert  Diamond  Casino  ARIZONA 

3im  Click  Automotive  Team  Arizona  Bank  Tucson  Arizona 


Date:  Wed,  12  Feb  1997  13:40:15  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Run  For  Freedom 


The  American  Indian  Movement  Support  Groups  of  Ohio  and  Northern  Kentucky 
present 

THE  RUN  FOR  FREEDOM 


This  run  is  in  support  of  the  "Bring  Peltier  Home"  Campaign 
led  by  Dennis  3.  Banks 

The  run  will  start  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio  on  Dune  8th  and  arrive  in 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma  on  Dune  19th  - the  first  day  of  the  international 
conference.  All  runners  and  all  supporters  are  invited  to  participate  in 
this  12  day  multi-cultural  event. 

This  run  will  carry  the  clear  message  that  it  is  time  for  Peltier 
Clemency  NOW! ! 


21  YEARS  IS  LONG  ENOUGH!!! 


For  more  information  please  call: 


Bill  Boswell  (513)797-8944 
OR 

Him  Torsen  (513)943-1229 
OR 

WRITE: 

"Run  for  Freedom" 

2851  Lindale-Mt.  Holly  Rd. 

Amelia,  Ohio  45102 

To  the  Four  Directions  Peace 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  Dorman,  Ion  Norstog,  David  Sewell,  Doe  Don  Chipps,  William  E.  Martin, 
lames  Barnes  via  loe  Don  Chipps,  leffrey  Simpson  via  Larry  Innes,  Mike  Thee, 
Bill  Allen,  Mordecai  Specktor,  Paul  Antone  via  Don  Rayment,  Debra  Sanders, 
lohn  Berry,  Douglas  Goldin,  Russell  Means  via  Leo  Chavez,  Native  Americas, 
Darren  Z.  English,  Indigenous  Environmental  Network,  Ishgooda 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

-  "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  20  February  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  lanet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Mon,  17  Feb  1997  14:39:31  -0500 
From:  morningstar@highland.net 
Sub j : Ride  Across  the  Nations  '98 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Hello,  friends. 

As  was  posted  several  weeks  ago,  there  will  be  a Ride  Across  the  Nations  in 
1998  which  is  sponsored  by  the  American  Indian  Trust.  I have  been  honored 
to  be  appointed  US  Coordinator  and  will  be  needing  immense  amounts  of  help 
to  organize  and  find  sponsors,  as  well  as  horses  and  riders,  for  this 
massive  undertaking,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  raise  awareness  of  native 
needs,  assist  in  fundraising  efforts  for  our  native  brothers  and  sisters  in 
dire  need,  and  to  further  education  and  preservation  of  culture  and 
heritage.  This  ride  will  extend  approximately  5000  miles  for  100  days.  We 
will  need  a tremendous  amount  of  support,  both  financially  and 
manpower-wise,  in  order  to  sustain  the  purpose  of  this  project. 

Please  e-mail  me  at:  morningstar@highland.net  if  you  have  any  interest  in 
riding,  assisting  or  contributing  to  this  event. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  help. 

In  Unity, 

Barbara  MorningStar 

-  — "RE:  Congressional  Hearing  for  Leonard"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Feb  1997  13:54:23  -0500 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net  (Ishgooda) 

Sub j : AIM  To  Call  for  Congressional  Hearing  For  Leonard  Peltier 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVE- L (native-l@gnosys .svle.ma.us) 


FROM:  AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT 

OFFICE  OF  THE  NATIONAL  FIELD  DIRECTOR 
P.O.  Box  315  Newport,  KY  41071 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

FEBRUARY  5,  1997 

AIM  To  Call  for  Congressional  Hearing  For  Leonard  Peltier 
FBI  Shakeup  in  Ballistics  Lab  May  Expose  Wrongdoing  in  Peltier  Case 
The  American  Indian  Movement  will  formally  request  a Congressional 
Hearing  an  the  wrongful  jailing  of  AIM  leader  Leonard  Peltier.  Peltier  will 
have  served  21  years  in  prison  on  February  7,  1997,  after  being  wrongfully 
convicted  by  false  affidavits  and  perjured  ballistics  reports.  AIM's  National 
Field  Director  Dennis  Banks,  and  AIM's  National  Chairperson  Clyde 
Bellecourt,  will  file  three  separate  requests- -one  with  the  Senate  Indian 
Affairs  Committee  and  one  with  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee.  The 
third  will  be  a legal  brief  (amicus  curiae)  requesting  the  8th  Circuit  Court 
re-open  the  case  covering  the  ballistics  area  and  to  release  Peltier 
pending  the  outcome  of  that  hearing. 

The  recent  removal  of  Fred  Whitehurst,  FBI  Supervisor  of  the  Washington 
DC  ballistics  laboratory  for  botching  rest  results  for  the  past  25  years, will 
be  the  basis  for  the  formal  requests. 

"RE : Indian  Gaming  and  Indian  Poverty"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Feb  1997  12:52:13  -0500 

From:  native_americas@cornell.edu  (Native  Americas) 

Sub j : "Indian  Gaming  and  Indian  Poverty"  (_Native  Americas_  magazine) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

"NATIVE  AMERICAS"  RESPONSE 

CBS  commentator  Andy  Roonie  recently  complained  to  his  audience  of  millions 
that,  "If  American  Indians  are  so  poor,"  he  offered  a "great  idea.  The 
Indian  casinos  should  help  the  Indians  and  they  wouldn't  be  so  poor."  Roonie 
delivered  this  remark  with  a sneer,  like  he  caught  the  Indians  doing 
something  bad.  We  offer  this  recent  selection  from  "Native  Americas  - 
Akwe:kon's  Journal  of  Indigenous  Issues,"  Cornell  University,  to  enlighten 
the  topic. 


Indian  Gaming  and  Indian  Poverty 

According  to  a report  entitled  Survey  of  Grant  Giving  by  American  Indian 
Foundations  and  Organizations  recently  released  by  Native  Americans  in 
Philanthropy  (NAP),  gaming  on  Indian  reservations  has  yet  to  significantly 
lower  the  high  levels  of  poverty  endemic  to  Indian  people  nationwide.  The 
report  found  that  poverty  among  Indians  has  actually  risen  during  the  past 
decade  of  the  gaming  boom,  and  now  more  than  half  of  all  reservation 
Indians  live  below  the  poverty  level-more  than  four  times  the  national 
average. 

The  findings  refute  the  notion  that  Indians  "have  struck  it  rich"  over  the 
past  few  years.  According  to  the  report,  among  the  reasons  for  this 
disparity  between  perception  and  reality  is  that  "the  big  success  stories 
in  gaming  are  the  exceptions  rather  than  the  rule."  In  1993,  out  of  more 
than  200  tribes  with  gaming  establishments,  two  tribes-the  Mashantucket 
Pequots  and  the  Shakopee  Sioux-accounted  for  almost  a third  of  the  $2.6 
billion  in  gaming  revenues.  The  100  tribes  with  the  smallest  casinos  and 
bingo  halls  averaged  less  than  $5  million  apiece  that  same  year  (see  fig.  1) . 

Small  tribes  located  near  major  urban  areas  have  benefited  the  most  from 
the  gaming  boom.  For  many  of  them  gaming  has  reduced  or  eliminated 
unemployment  and  has  provided  a substitute  for  shrinking  federal  funds. 
However,  the  combined  population  of  the  three  most  successful  gaming 
reservations  is  less  than  500.  The  ten  largest  reservations,  where  218,000 
of  the  437,000  reservation  Indians  live,  have,  with  only  one  exception. 


seen  an  increase  in  poverty  during  the  1980s.  The  one  exception,  the  Hopi 
reservation,  does  not  have  a gambling  operation  (see  fig.  2).  For  the 
country  as  a whole,  the  percentage  of  Indians  living  on  reservations  who 
live  below  the  poverty  rate  has  increased  from  45  percent  of  the  population 
in  1980  to  51  percent  today. 

Colorado  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  in  a recent  letter  to  the  New 
York  Times,  noted  that  the  isolation  of  many  Native  communities  precluded  a 
viable  gaming  operation:  "In  Alaska,  home  to  85,000  Native  Americans,  80 
percent  of  the  villages  cannot  be  reached  by  roads.  Navajos  in  Chinle, 

Ariz.  must  drive  70  miles  across  the  reservation  to  reach  a bank."  The  NAP 
report  also  noted  that  the  needs  of  reservation  Indians  are  so  great  that, 
"even  if,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  all  the  Indian  gaming  revenue  in  the 
country  could  be  divided  equally  among  all  the  Indians  in  the  country,  the 
amount  distributed  ($3,000  per  person)  would  still  not  be  enough  to  raise 
Indian  per-capita  income  (currently  $4,500)  to  anywhere  near  the  national 
average  of  $14,400."  Furthermore,  gaming  revenues  are  not  a true  indicator 
of  wealth  because  "gaming  revenues  represent  gross  income;  while  some 
Indian  gaming  operations  are  spectacularly  successful,  with  a profit  margin 
of  up  to  40%  of  revenues,  most  are  only  marginally  profitable." 

The  NAP  survey  found  that  those  tribes  with  successful  operations  are 
currently  unable  to  help  other  reservations.  Among  the  reasons  was  that 
gaming  tribes  are  simply  "not  structurally  organized  to  be  grant  makers  - 
very  few  tribes  have  foundations.  Any  request  for  money  must  go  through 
their  government  decision-making  process,  a process  that  has  many  checks 
and  balances." 

NATIVE  AMERICAS 

Akwe:kon's  Journal  of  Indigenous  Issues 
First  Place 

General  Excellence  Magazine 
Native  American  Journalists  Association 
1996 

Native  Americas  Magazine 
c/o  Akwe:kon  Press 
American  Indian  Program 
Cornell  University 
300  Caldwell  Hall 
Ithaca,  New  York  14853-2602 

Homepage  http : //nativeamericas . a ip . Cornell . edu/ 

E-mail  native_americas@cornell . edu 
Tel  800. 9. NATIVE 

607.255.4308 
Fax  607.255.0185 

"RE : Ward  Valley  Indigenous  Nuke  Issue"  

Date:  Sat,  25  Han  1997  04:22:39  -0800 

From:  ien@igc.apc.org  (Indigenous  Environmental  Network) 

Sub j : Ward  Valley  Indigenous  Nuke  Issue 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ I regret  the  delay  in  the  relay  of  this  bulletin.  It  got  lost  temporarily 
among  items  awaiting  processing.  --Gary  (gst@gnosys . svle. ma . us)  ] 

Subject:  Indigenous  Peoples  Oppose  Ward  Valley  Nuke  Dump 
Date:  January  24,  1997 

Released  by:  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  (IEN) 

FORT  M03AVE  AND  COLORADO  RIVER  NATIVE  NATIONS  ALLIANCE  CONTINUE  TO  FIGHT 
THE  PROPOSED  RADIOACTIVE  WASTE  DUMP  AT  WARD  VALLEY 

The  Department  of  Energy  (DOE)  will  be  holding  a meeting  of  their  "Host 
State  Technical  Coordinating  Committee"  on  Tuesday,  January  28,  1997  in 
Laughlin,  Nevada  where  they  will  discuss  the  proposed  Ward  Valley 
"low-level"  radioactive  waste  dump.  The  DOE  invited  state  and  nuclear 
industry  officials  to  make  presentations  at  their  meeting,  BUT  FAILED  TO 
OFFER  ANY  SIMILAR  INVITATION  TO  THE  IMPACTED  TRIBES  THAT  RESIDE  ALONG  THE 


COLORADO  RIVER. 

The  proposed  radioactive  waste  dump  is  being  sited  in  an  area  that  is 
sacred  to  the  Fort  Mojave  and  other  tribes  in  the  area.  The  proposed  Ward 
Valley  site  is  not  within  the  reservation  boundaries  of  the  tribes. 

However,  it  is  within  Native  traditional  lands  that  have  sacred  and 
culturally  significant  value  to  the  Native  Peoples. 

The  site  is  home  of  the  desert  tortoise,  an  endangered  species.  Plans  are 
to  bury  long-lasting  and  highly  dangerous  radioactive  wastes  from  nuclear 
plants  in  shallow,  unlined  trenches.  Ward  Valley  is  located  directly 
adjacent  to  the  new  Mojave  National  Preserve  and  is  surrounded  by  eight 
designated  Wilderness  Areas.  The  proposed  nuclear  dump  site  is  right 
above  a major  aquifer  and  18  miles  from  the  Colorado  River.  The  push  for 
the  Ward  valley  dump  comes  from  the  powerful  nuclear  energy  and  nuclear 
research  industry  lobby  group  looking  for  a cheap  grave  for  their 
radioactive  waste  and  a way  to  transfer  liability  for  nuclear  waste  to  the 
taxpayer.  The  Ward  Valley  dump  contractor,  US  Ecology,  has  left  a trail 
of  leaking  dumps  and  litigation  across  the  United  States. 

The  DOE  has  announced  that  they  will  arrive  at  Ward  Valley  at  10:00  a.m. 
on  Wednesday,  January  29,  1997  to  have  a tour  of  the  proposed  radioactive 
waste  dump.  The  site  is  located  22  miles  west  of  Needles,  California, 
near  the  Water  Road  exit  off  Interstate  40. 

Steve  Lopez,  Fort  Mojave  Ward  Valley  Director  has  announced  th 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Feb  26  07:02:49  1997 
Date:  Tue,  25  Feb  1997  20:24:56  -0800 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.009 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Sovernet-L,  Triballaw,  Uptowne,  NAT-FILM 
& NATIVE-L  listservers;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
Newsgroups : alt . activism , soc . culture. native , soc .culture. can adajCan. general , 
can . politic s, soc . rights . human; 

Tribal  Accountability  Legal  Rights  Fund;  UUCP  and  genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Note  - The  archive  at  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 
will  be  discontinued,  and  NativeWeb  will  link  to  the  new  archive  at 
http://www.nanews.org.  I am  grateful  for  the  archive  that  was  kept 
by  NativeWeb,  and  count  those  who  maintain  this  site  as  friends  who 
have  enriched  my  life.  To  them  I say,  "Wado.  Dohiyi  Ani  Oginalii." 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  love  that  land  of  winding  waters  more  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world. 

A man  who  would  not  love  his  father's  grave  is  worse  than  a wild  animal." 
Chief  Joseph,  Ni-mi-poo 
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Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Last  issue  I referred  to  Secretary  of  Interior,  Bruce  Babbitt  as  Senator 
Bruce  Babbitt.  I apologize  for  this  error. 

Last  issue  I included  a referral  to  a website: 

http: //members . aol . com/spikegritz/mw44/bluelodg. htm 
Upon  further,  review  I must  personally  withdraw  any  endorsement  of  this 
site.  I will  say  no  more  of  it,  though  a friend  I hold  in  high  regard  and 
honor  had  far  stronger  words  against  this  site  and  those  running  it. 

As  you  can  see  from  the  banner,  this  newsletter  now  has  its  own  website: 

http://www.nanews.org 

Every  issue  of  this  newsletter  is  archived  there.  Your  visits  and 
comments  are  encouraged  and  welcome. 

If  you  missed  my  heartfelt  words  about  the  friends  who  supported  this 
newsletter  at  NativeWeb  for  so  long,  please  grant  me  the  privilege  of 
repeating  them  here: 

The  archive  at  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 
will  be  discontinued,  and  NativeWeb  will  link  to  the  new  archive  at 
http://www.nanews.org.  I am  grateful  for  the  archive  that  was  kept 
by  NativeWeb,  and  count  those  who  maintain  this  site  as  friends  who 
have  enriched  my  life.  To  them  I say,  "Wado.  Dohiyi  Ani  Oginalii." 

On  to  more  important  issues.  The  states  of  Georgia,  Tennessee,  and  North 
Carolina  are  moving  on  their  own  to  chart  the  routes  moved  during  the 
illegal  removal  of  Cherokee  (and  other  nations)  from  their  lands,  that  our 
People  call  the  "ge  tsi  ka  hv  da  a ne  gv  i"  ("The  Trail  of  Tears").  These 
states  are  doing  this,  because  ten  years  ago  Congress  authorized  the 
identification  and  marking  of  the  Trail  of  Tears  as  a National  Historic 
Trail,  but  has  done  little  to  fund  the  project. 

There  is  also  a concern  the  National  Parks  Service  will  be  responsible  for 
this  Trail  once  it  has  been  established.  This  is  the  same  NPS  that  wants 
Kiosks  at  Wounded  Knee,  and  to  permit  camera  wielding  vacationers  to  run 
about  a place  where  a massacre  took  place.  A place  the  People,  whose 
ancestors  lie  there,  hold  to  be  the  Sacred  place  it  is. 

This  is  the  same  NPS  that  has  performed  its  job  in  such  an  exemplary 
manner  at  Yellowstone  National  Park.  When  will  this  be  renamed  the 
"Geysers  and  Guts  National  Buffalo  Slaughter  House"? 

http://www.wintercount.org,  "Voices  of  the  Wintercount"  now  has  .jpg 
stills  and  .avi  indeo  video  clips  of  the  Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers  video 
of  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo  Slaughter. 

Complete  video  clips  of  the  slaughter  are  available  from  Cold  Mountain, 

Cold  Rivers  POB  7941  Missoula,  MT  59807  (406)  728-0867  (cmcr@ism.net) 

The  videos  are  as  follows: 

brokhrn . avi ... .yearling  buffalo  with  horn  broken  from  mishandling 
truckin . avi . . . . red  & white  pickup  load  of  buffalo  heads 
hedauc2.avi. .. .auctioneer  kicking  buffalo  head  he  will  auction  for  $5 


only2.avi owner  of  CC  Meats  saying,  "Only  two  were  infected." 

The  stills  are  as  follows: 

grin.jpg,  2pos.jpg,  brkhorn.jpg,  headkik.jpg  and  truck.jpg 
These  are  self-explanatory,  though  some  include  captions. 

Saturday  Night  Live,  last  weekend,  had  a skit  that  made  a joke  that  cuts 
deep  into  the  heart  of  Native  Americans.  It  was  a take-off  on  Menomonee,  WI 
High  School,  which  has  a stereotypical  Indian  mascot.  The  SNL  "newscaster" 
said  "Local  Indians  were  upset  when  they  realized  they  were  trying  to  change 
it  to  'Drunken  Indians'."  We  have  been  taught,  in  Traditional  First 
Nations,  that  humor,  at  the  expense  of  belittling  others  is  not  only 
disrespectful  and  offense,  but  dishonorable.  Rather  than  raise  a fuss  with 
NBC  or  Saturday  Night  Live  (thus  raising  their  ratings  with  controversy) 
a note  to  their  sponsors  is  more  in  order.  Explain  you  will  not  support 
a company  that  thinks  exploitation  of  a People  is  funny  by  buying  their 
products.  Explain  our  People,  who  have  suffered  more  than  any  the  ill 
effects  of  alcohol,  do  not  consider  their  little  joke  funny.  Then  make 
your  money  talk. 


There  is  still  a great  need  for  support  on  the  reservations.  This  has 
been  a bitter,  killing  winter.  The  addresses  I have  for  those  wanting  to 
help  are  as  follows: 


Navajo  Nation 
P.  0.  Box  308 
Window  Rock,  AZ  86515 
(520)  871-4941 

Rosebud  Reservation: 

M.  Wain 
Box  283 

Parmelee,  SD  57566 

(yes  this  address  can  be  used  by  UPS) 


The  Dakota  Sovereign  Traditional  Oyate 
P.  0.  Box  732 
Fort  Yates,  ND  50538-7104 
(701)  854-7165 

PO  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  SD  57709 
Checks  made  out  to  Wapaha  Canku  Luta 
(a  Lakota  nonprofit  organization) 
or  to  3oe  Chasing  Horses 


Blackfeet  Tribe 
PO  Box  850 
Browning,  MT  59417 
(406)  338-7406 


Ishgooda  sends  this  news  of  another  Elder  crossing  over.  Prayers  have 
been  offered. 

From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Subj : With  Great  Sorrow:  Bob  Splitlog 
Khwe  Akwataru, 

Announcement  of  an  Elder's  passing:  Robert  Splitlog  of  Trenton,  Michigan, 
descendant  of  Split  Log,  a signer  on  many  of  the  Huron/Wyandot(te)  Treaties 
has  walked  on  Tuesday  as  a result  of  injuries  received  in  a slip  and  fall 
accident  this  past  Sunday. 

He  is  to  be  buried  this  coming  Friday  through  the  Czopek  Funeral  Home  in 
Wyandotte,  Michigan. 

Letters  and  cards  may  be  sent  to  his  wife  Lillian  in  care  of: 

Czopek  2157  Oak  St,  Wyandotte,  MI  48192-5315 
Phone:  (313)285-9000 


The  Buffalo  continue  to  be  slaughtered.  Leonard  Peltier  is  still  in  the 
iron  house.  People  are  cold  and  hungry.  These  are  things  you  can  help 
correct.  Call,  write,  send  help. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(+,+)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 

===w=w=== 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 
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"RE : Cop  Frame-Up  Against  Natives"  

Date:  22  Feb  1997  21:11:22  GMT 

From:  bghauk@berlin.infomatch.com  (Brian  Flauk) 

Sub j : Cop  Frame-Up  Against  Natives  Unravels  In  Canada 

Newsgroups : alt . activism, soc .culture . native, soc . culture . Canada, 
can .general, can . politics, soc . rights .human 

Cop  Frame-Up  Against  Natives  Unravels  In  Canada 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
from  the  Militant,  vol.61/no.9  March  3,  1997 

BY  ROGER  ANDREWS 

SURREY,  British  Columbia  - A police  frame-up  and  violence-baiting  attack 
against  18  fighters  for  Native  Indian  rights  is  rapidly  unraveling  in  a 
courthouse  in  this  Vancouver  suburb.  The  Gustafsen  18  are  facing  criminal 
charges  ranging  from  trespass  and  public  mischief  to  possession  of 
firearms  dangerous  to  the  public  peace.  Two  defendants  are  charged  with 
attempted  murder  of  police  officers. 

The  charges  stem  from  a government  and  police  assault  on  an  encampment 
celebrating  Native  Indian  spiritualism  and  culture  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in 
central  British  Columbia  in  the  summer  of  1995.  The  celebration  had  become 
an  annual  event,  but  in  Duly  1995,  acting  at  the  behest  of  a rancher  with 
a specious  claim  to  the  land  surrounding  the  lake,  police  ordered 
participants  off  the  land.  They  refused,  affirming  that  the  land  was 
territory  Indians  had  not  ceded.  The  British  Columbia  government,  with  the 
backing  of  Ottawa,  then  directed  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  (RCMP), 
Canada's  federal  police  force,  to  force  them  out  by  any  means. 

The  defense  campaign  has  exposed  startling  evidence  of  the  lengths  to 
which  the  police  and  provincial  and  federal  governments  went. 

A damning  videotape 

The  biggest  revelation  to  date  came  on  Danuary  19  when  a police 
videotape  of  an  RCMP  strategy  session  on  Sept.  1,  1995,  became  public.  The 
cops  are  viewed  planning  a smear  campaign  to  falsely  paint  the  defendants 
as  violent  and  criminal.  They  agree  to  publicize  the  criminal  records  of 
several  camp  participants.  They  discuss  which  officials  of  Native  Indian 
organizations  might  cooperate  in  giving  public  denunciations  of  the 
encampment . 

RCMP  negotiator  Dennis  Ryan  then  asks,  "Did  you  find  somebody  else  that 
could  help  us  with  a disinformation  or  smear  campaign?" 

"Smear  campaigns  are  our  specialty,"  answers  a smiling  RCMP  Sergeant 
Peter  Montague.  Fie  was  the  officer  responsible  for  media  relations  as  the 


police  carried  out  a planned  escalation  of  the  confrontation. 

Montague  was  challenged  by  defense  lawyer  George  Wool  in  testimony  on 
Danuary  23.  "You  were  conditioning  the  Canadian  public  - including 
prospective  jurors  - that  the  people  at  Gustafsen  Lake  were  terrorists/' 
the  lawyer  charged. 

"That  was  the  message,  yes,"  replied  Montague.  He  described  his  job  as 
striking  "a  balance  as  to  what  the  public  has  a right  to  know  and  what 
they  should  know." 

The  tape  of  the  strategy  session  is  part  of  50  hours  of  filming  of  the 
standoff,  which  RCMP  witnesses  have  said  now  serves  as  a training 
videotape  for  the  force. 

Durors  at  the  trial  first  saw  the  tape  in  December.  The  judge  quickly 
ordered  a ban  on  publication  of  its  contents.  The  public  revelation  of  the 
tape  was  in  defiance  of  that  gag  order. 

Montague's  bragging  about  RCMP  smear  campaigns  has  embarrassed  the 
capitalist  media  in  the  province.  All  news  agencies  faithfully  repeated 
whatever  stories  the  RCMP  fed  them  during  the  standoff.  Until  the 
videotape  revelation,  they  have  conducted  a virtual  news  blackout  of  the 
trial,  which  began  last  Duly. 

Police  testimony  last  fall  revealed  that  the  rancher,  Lyle  Dames,  had 
no  legal  title  to  land  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  The  cop  in  charge  of  the  local 
RCMP  detachment  testified  in  September  that  he  accepted  "hearsay  evidence" 
from  some  local  residents  as  his  basis  to  support  the  rancher's  claim. 

Cops,  army  organized  violent  assault 

Other  testimony  by  police  has  shed  light  on  the  planned  escalation  of 
the  conflict.  A key  date  was  August  18,  when  police  dressed  in  camouflage 
staged  an  armed  sortie  against  the  encampment.  Activists  phoned  police  to 
complain  that  people  they  believed  to  be  right-wing  vigilantes  were 
staging  a provocation.  They  demanded  that  the  police  remove  them.  The  cops 
denied  any  knowledge  of  what  was  taking  place.  A recording  of  the  call  was 
later  destroyed. 

The  next  day,  the  cops  held  a press  conference  charging  that  they  had 
come  under  fire  from  the  camp  and  announcing  a massive  increase  in  the 
police  siege.  Four  hundred  cops  and  units  of  the  Canadian  army  were 
eventually  deployed. 

Once  the  option  of  escalating  the  conflict  was  decided,  front-line  cops 
had  authorization  to  shoot  to  kill.  "What  the  RCMP  set  in  motion  at 
Gustafsen  Lake  was  a Waco,  Texas-style  shoot  out,"  charged  defense 
campaign  spokesperson  Dohn  Hill  at  a public  meeting  in  Vancouver  last 
month.  "We  are  fortunate  that  our  actions  to  defend  ourselves  denied  them 
that  chance." 

Hill  was  referring  to  the  armed  attack  by  FBI  and  other  U.S.  federal 
agents  against  a wooden  complex  in  Waco,  Texas,  housing  the  Branch 
Davidian  religious  sect.  The  April  19,  1993,  assault,  which  came  after  a 
51-day  siege  of  the  religious  group,  resulted  in  the  holocaust  of  the 
compound  and  the  deaths  of  86  people,  including  17  children. 

Other  testimony  at  the  trial  has  revealed: 

Police  lied  in  justifying  the  use  of  a land  mine  to  blow  up  a truck 
driven  by  two  participants  in  the  encampment  on  September  11.  They  claimed 
that  the  occupants  were  armed  and  had  previously  fired  on  police 
helicopters.  Montague  admitted  Danuary  24  that  the  cops  had  no  such 
evidence.  The  passengers  of  the  truck  miraculously  escaped  injury  from  the 
blast . 

In  testimony  on  Danuary  28,  RCMP  Staff  Sergeant  Ken  Porter  was  slammed 
by  defense  lawyers  for  the  force's  repeated  use  of  the  word  "terrorists" 
to  describe  camp  participants  when  none  had  any  background  remotely 
related  to  terrorism.  "The  whole  thing  is  hearsay,"  the  cop  admitted. 

The  RCMP  admit  to  firing  between  10,000  and  20,000  rounds  of  ammunition 
into  the  encampment  Sept.  11,  1995,  in  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  force  a 
surrender  of  the  activists. 

Following  that  failure,  the  cops  considered  asking  for  a bigger 
deployment  of  the  Canadian  army.  "Four  thousand-plus  would  be  needed... 100 
to  one,"  wrote  Deputy  RCMP  Commissioner  Dennis  Farrell  in  a September  13 
memo. 


The  police  siege  ended  on  Sept.  17,  1995,  with  the  peaceful  arrests  of 
the  camp  occupants. 

Defendants  press  for  justice 

The  18  defendants  are  now  calling  for  a judicial  inquiry  into  the 
confrontation.  They  are  also  stepping  up  calls  for  the  release  of  William 
(Wolverine)  Ignace,  one  of  two  defendants  charged  with  attempted  murder. 
The  trial  judge  has  refused  repeated  motions  to  release  him  on  bail. 

"We  have  been  confident  all  along  in  winning  this  trial  because  we  have 
the  truth  on  our  side,"  Bill  Lightbown  told  the  Militant.  Lightbown  was  a 
participant  in  the  encampment  and  one  of  the  spokespeople  for  the  defense 
campaign  of  the  Gustafsen  18.  "The  only  possibility  for  a conviction  was 
if  the  judge  could  keep  a lid  on  evidence  of  the  police  frame-up.  But  the 
testimony  we  have  forced  out  of  the  RCMP  witnesses  has  blown  the  cover  off 
that . 

"Our  concern  now  is  that  the  judge  may  do  some  damage  control  by 
dismissing  the  charges  and  putting  an  end  to  the  trial.  We  want  the  whole 
truth  to  come  out,  not  only  the  RCMP's  actions  but  also  all  of  what  their 
political  masters  in  the  provincial  and  federal  governments  said  and  did." 
Testimony  by  defense  witnesses  is  due  to  begin  later  in  February. 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the  U.S., 
send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014. 

For  subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 

Visit  the  Militant  and  other  progressive  net  resources: 

The  Militant 

gopher : //gopher . igc .apc.org:/ll/pubs/militant 
The  Young  Socialists 

http : //pages . prodigy . com/AHSG60C/ index . html 
Pathfinder  Press 

gopher://ftp.std . com/ll/ Boo k%20Sellers /Pat hf inder%20Press 

— "RE:  Clark  Sentenced  to  3 Months" 

Date:  Fri,  21  Feb  1997  21:34:51  -0800  (PST) 

From:  RKI  <riwaasa@indiana . edu> 

Sub j : URGENT  UPDATE:  CLARK  SENTENCED  TO  3 MONTHS 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Friday,  February  21,  1997  URGENT  UPDATE 

BRUCE  CLARK  SENTENCED  TO  3 MONTHS 
CBC  radio  has  reported  that  Dudge  Friesen  has  sentenced  native 
rights  lawyer  Bruce  Clark  to  3 months  in  prison  for  contempt  of  court. 

"Everything  that  is  happening  seems  to  me  to  be  impossible  that  it  is 
happening  in  Canada.  Yet  it  is  happening  to  me.  And  it  had  been  happening 
to  the  Indian  people  for  a very  long  time.  The  criminalization  of  Indian 
resistance,  even  when  it  entails  the  bringing  forward  by  them  of  existing 
law,  is  such  a deeply  entrenched  modus  operandi  in  the  judicial  genocide 
of  indigenous  people  as  to  seem  normal  and  irremediable.  Yet  we  must 
remedy  it.  For  not  to  resist  genocide,  when  you  know  as  we  do  that  it 
exists  and  can  not  like  the  judges  pretend  not  to  see  it,  is  to  condone 
the  genocide.  Your  stand  upon  principle  is  of  importance  to  your  people, 
to  the  indigenous  people  of  the  rest  of  Canada  who  may  occupy  yet 
unsurrendered  Indian  territory,  to  the  Indians  of  the  United  States  in 
similar  positions,  and  to  the  natives  of  every  other  country  in  the 
Americas  and  around  the  world  whether  it  be  East  Timor  or  Nigeria." 

--  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  to  Verna  Friday,  traditional  Family  head  of  the 
Bear  Island  Temagami-Anishnabe  people,  Dec.  11,  1995 

DEFEND  DR  BRUCE  CLARK  - DEFEND  WOLVERINE  - DEFEND  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS 

FREEDOM  ! 

Tell  these  people  the  world  is  watching  them: 


Attorney  General  of  BC  Ujjal  Dosanjh 

Phone:  (250)  387-1866 

Fax:  (250)  387-6411 

email : nlane@galaxy.gov . be . ca 

3 Nicholas  Friesen 
c/o  The  Registry  Office 
350  Barlow  Ave. 

Quesnel,  BC  V23  2C1  Canada 


Solicitor  General  Herb  Gray 
Fax:  (613)  952-2240 
Faxing  by  email: 


The  Administrative  Crown  Counsel 
14340  57th  Ave. 

Surrey,  BC  V3X  1B2  Canada 
Fax:  (604)  572  2398 

J Ray  Hall 

Regional  Crown  Counsel 

Criminal  Dustice  Branch 

Ministry  of  the  Attorney  General 

Room  463  1011  4th  Avenue 

Prince  George,  BC  V2L  3H9  Canada 

Fax:  (250)  565-6058 


remot e- printer .Her b_Gr ay@16139522240. iddd .t pc . int 


RCMP : 

Public  Complaints  Commission  Phone:  (604)  666-7363  or  1-800-665-6878 

Williams  Lake  RCMP  Detachment 

Phone:  (250)  392-6211  Fax  (250)  392-2994 

100  Mile  House  Detachment  - Fax:  (604)  395-3605 

Ottawa  Detachment  - Phone:  (613)  993-1085 

Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien 
House  of  Commons 
Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  0A6  Canada 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211 
Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email : remote -printer . 3ean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd  .t pc . int 
email : pm@pm . gc . ca 

WWW  comments:  http://pm.gc.ca/english/pmo/e_corres.htm 
Governor  General  Romeo  Le  Blanc 

Faxing  by  email : remote -printer . Romeo_Le_Blanc@16139931967 . iddd . t pc . int 
WWW  comments : http: //www. school net . c a/col lection s/governor 

Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission  Communications 
email : info@chrc . ca 


SUPPORT  ORGANIZATIONS 

Ts'peten  Defence  Committee 

174-1472  Commercial  Drive,  Vancouver 

Salish  Territory,  V5L  3X9  Canada 

Phone:  (604)  322-7934,  Fax:  (604)  323-0224 

Spokespeople:  Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 

Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949,  Fax:  (604)  251-6401 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  (SISIS) 

PO  Box  8673 

Victoria,  BC  V8X  3S2  Canada 

email : uc389@f reenet . victoria . be . ca 

WWW: http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples  (CASNP) 

ATTN:  Kahn-tineta  Horn 

Phone:  (416)  972-1573  Fax:  (416)  972-6232 
email : casnp@io.org 

(sample  letters  can  be  found  on  the  SISIS  site,  at 

http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Gust Lake/ letter . html) 

"RE : statement  by  Bill  Lightbown"  

Date:  Thu,  20  Feb  1997  00:31:54  -0800  (PST) 

From:  RKI  <riwaasa@indiana . edu> 

Sub j : Statement  by  Bill  Lightbown  (fwd) 

- Forwarded  message 


From:  Steve  Kisby  <skisby@web. net> 
To:  sovernet-l@speakeasy.org 


Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

TS'PETEN  DEFENCE  COMMITTEE 

174-1472  Commercial  Drive,  Vancouver,  Salish  Territory,  V5L  3X9 
Phone:  (604)  322-7934,  Fax:  (604)  323-0224 

Information : http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 

Press  Release 
February  18,  1997 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

Judicial  Conspiracy? 

The  following  questions  must  arise  in  the  minds  of  most  Canadians. 

1.  Why  has  the  judicial  system  in  British  Columbia  made  every  effort  to 
block  Attorney  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  from  presenting  his  legal  argument  in  regards 
to  the  lack  of  legal  jurisdiction  of  the  Government  of  B.C.,  over  unceded 
aboriginal  territory  in  B.C.? 

2.  Why  did  the  Government  of  Canada  and  the  B.C.  Government  decide  to  send 
over  400  RCMP  officers,  and  8 Canadian  Armed  Forces  armoured  vehicles  manned 
by  Canadian  soldiers,  to  surround  the  camp  of  the  14  spiritual  Sundancers 
and  4 non-aboriginal  supporters  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  Sundance  camp  and  give 
orders  to  kill  the  occupiers  in  the  camp?  (Information  source:  transcripts 
from  the  Gustafsen  Lake  Defenders  Trial). 

3.  Why  are  the  RCMP,  on  orders  from  the  government,  so  determined  to 
intercept  and  stop  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  from  attending  and  participating  as  the 
lawyer  of  choice  of  most  of  the  defendants  as  their  defence  attorney? 

The  RCMP  smear  and  disinformation  campaign,  waged  through  the  lies  fed  to 
the  media,  was  intended  to  get  public  support  to  go  into  the  camp  and  murder 
the  occupants.  Is  the  B.C.  Law  Society  and  the  judiciary  complicit  in  a 
conspiracy  to  use  illegal  and  immoral  tactics  to  block  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  from 
presenting  his  legal  arguments  in  the  B.C.  courts?  If  it  is,  this  is  the 
worst  case  of  chicanery  in  Canadian  legal  history. 

If  the  RCMP,  the  judicial  system,  and  the  B.C.  and  Canadian  Governments  are 
allowed  to  get  away  with  what  I consider  immoral  and  illegal  tactics  in 
dealing  with  the  rights  of  the  aboriginal  peoples  of  Canada,  then  no  one  in 
Canadian  society  is  safe  from  those  illegal  tactics. 

Canadian  citizens  have  the  right  to  know  the  truth  about  these  issues.  We 
demand  a public  inquiry  and  call  on  all  Canadian  citizens  to  support  us  in 
this  demand. 

Statement  by  Bill  Lightbown 

Kootenai  Elder  and  Ts'peten  Defence  Committee  spokesperson 
February  18,  1997 

Shortly  after  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  was  detained  by  RCMP 
For  more  information: 

Bill  Lightbown,  phone:  (604)  251-4949 

"RE : What  the  NPCA  says  about  the  Bison"  

Date:  Fri,  21  Feb  1997  19:45:02  -0500 
From:  NPCA  <npca@npca . org> 

Sub j : Yellowstone  Bison 

UUCP  email 

Thank  you  for  your  messages  and  inquiries  regarding  the  welfare 
of  the  Yellowstone  bison. 

Bison  herds  continue  to  dwindle--nearly  1,000  animals,  in  search 
of  forage,  have  been  killed  this  winter.  Meanwhile,  no  real 
headway  has  been  made  among  federal  and  state  officials  in 
reaching  a more  sensible  and  humane  plan  for  managing 
Yellowstone's  buffalo.  Montana  Governor  Marc  Racicot  and  federal 


officials  have  been  trading  accusations  and  a flurry  of  paper 
over  this  issue  for  two  months  while  the  killing  has  continued. 

Thus  far,  politics  and  perceptions  have  been  the  driving  forces 
behind  the  plan  that  kills  individuals  of  America's  oldest  free- 
roaming  bison  herd.  With  a meeting  of  federal  and  state 
authorities  likely  within  the  next  week,  it  is  imperative  that 
Governor  Racicot  and  others  hear  from  Yellowstone's  constituents 
and  the  American  public. 

Bison,  like  all  other  wildlife,  have  a right  to  utilize  our 
public  lands,  and  they  always  have.  Bison  foraging  on  lands 
adjacent  to  Yellowstone  Park  boundaries  is  nothing  new.  Every 
winter  buffalo  leave  the  park  in  search  of  forage.  They  tend  to 
follow  the  river  valleys  out  of  the  park  to  lower  elevations  with 
less  snow  pack.  There,  feeding  requires  less  work,  and  the 
animals  conserve  more  energy  which  is  critical  to  winter 
survival.  Furthermore,  following  the  path  of  least  resistance, 
bison  have  come  to  know  the  groomed  snowmobile  trails  in  the  park 
as  preferable  travelling  routes.  As  a result,  more  bison  are 
able  to  move  outside  of  the  park  in  their  quest  for  food. 

Snowmobile  use  in  Yellowstone  directly  affects  the  number  of 
animals  moving  further  north  and  west  of  the  park.  Wiser 
management  of  snowmobile  use  would  yield  a more  natural  bison 
migration  and  distribution  and  leave  the  necessary  attrition  up 
to  natural  forces. 

Severe  winter  conditions  in  Yellowstone  this  year  have  made  it 
especially  difficult  for  wildlife  in  the  park.  Due  to  deep 
snow  pack  followed  by  rain  and  sub  zero  temperatures,  the  snow 
essentially  turned  to  concrete,  making  it  nearly  impossible  for 
animals  to  reach  grasses  beneath  it.  These  unfavorable 
conditions  have  been  a large  factor  in  the  movement  of  bison  to 
greener  pastures  outside  of  the  park. 

The  essential  point  is  that  bison  are  wildlife  on  the  move. 

Anyone  who  has  been  to  Yellowstone  and  watched  a group  of  buffalo 
has  probably  observed  a trend- -they  eat,  then  move,  then  eat  some 
more.  Moreover,  like  other  wildlife  populations,  bison  will 
attempt  to  occupy  all  suitable  habitat.  When  they  fill  up  their 
range,  they  will  look  for  more.  That's  how  they  got  from  Eurasia 
to  North  America.  Yellowstone  bison,  especially  the  Northern 
population,  moves  in  that  same  way,  regardless  of  how  large  their 
population  is  within  the  park. 

The  current  bureaucratic  response  to  the  movement  of 
Yellowstone's  buffalo  is  not  only  blatantly  cruel  but  completely 
disrespectful  of  the  animal's  nature.  The  Park  Service  is 
supposed  to  maintain  and  provide  for  natural  ecosystem  processes. 
Additionally,  no  evidence  exists  for  bison  transmitting 
brucellosis  to  cattle  in  the  wild.  Most  obviously,  a more  sound 
plan  could  be  executed  that  manages  bison  as  natural  wildlife  and 
protects  Montana's  livestock  and  brucellosis-free  status. 

You  can  still  influence  this  debate.  Continue  calling,  faxing  or 
e-mailing  Montana  Governor  Marc  Racicot,  President  Clinton  and 
other  officials  to  express  your  displeasure  at  this  politically- 
driven  process  and  demand  a solution  which  protects  the 
Yellowstone  bison. 

Phil  Voorhees 

Associate  Director  of  Policy  Development 
National  Parks  and  Conservation  Association 

"RE : Tribal  Chairman  Speaks  of  Bison"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Feb  1997  00:41:51  -0500 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <sonjakeo@pond.com> 

Sub j : Tribal  chairman  speaks  of  Bison 
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Shields  addresses  Montana  Legislature 


Tribal  Chairman  Caleb  Shields  of  the  Assiniboine  and  Sioux  Tribes 
of  the  Fort  Peck  Reservation  addressed  a joint  session  of  the  Montana 
Legislature,  Feb.  12.  The  following  is  the  complete  text  of  his  address. 

Helena,  Mont.  - The  Yellowstone  Park  bison  herd  has  once  again 
placed  Montana  in  the  national  spotlight.  Montana  Indian  Nations  share  a 
common  bond  with  this  herd.  Like  us, 

they  are  the  last  survivors.  Those  of  our  ancestors  who  survived  the 
19th  century  found  sanctuary  on  reservations.  In  1894,  the  last  wild 
buffalo  herd  left  in  the  United  States  - about  20  head  - found  sanctuary 
in  Yellowstone  Park. 

I speak  for  all  Montana  Indian  nations  when  I say  that  the 
slaughter  of  this  wild  herd  must  stop.  The  killing  is  out  of  hand. 

Hundreds  of  buffalo  have  been  slaughtered  without  even  attempting  to 
test  them  for  brucellosis. 

Our  cultures  are  different  on  this  issue.  Under  our  religion, 
buffalo  are  respected.  They  are  good  medicine.  Their  skills  and  hides 
still  adorn  our  most  sacred  lodges.  We  will  dance,  sing  and  pray  to 
them.  What  is  occurring  now  outside  Yellowstone  Park  is  disrespectful. 

Viable  alternatives  to  this  slaughter  exist  that  will  not 
jeopardize  Montana's  brucellosis-free  status.  Last  Friday,  all  three 
federal  agencies  with  jurisdiction  in  this  matter  - the  Park  Service, 

Forest  Service,  and  the  Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service  - 
expressed  support  for  the  creation  of  a bison  quarantine  facility  on 
tribal  lands.  It  is  not  the  total  solution.  But  it  is  an  essential  piece 
to  the  solution.  Without  it,  the  slaughter  will  continue 
into  the  next  century. 

Under  the  quarantine  option,  tribes  agree  to  be  the  caretakers  of 
buffalo  that  would  otherwise  be  slaughtered.  Once  certified  as 
brucellosis-free,  these  bison  will  be  returned  to  tribal  or  public 
lands.  Those  testing  positive  will  be  killed  in  a respectful  manner. 

We  are  very  encouraged  by  Gov.  Racicot's  statements  on  this  issue 
in  the  last  week.  We  want  to  work  with  the  governor  and  other  officials 
on  alternative  solutions.  We  believe  win-win  solutions  exist  whereby 
Montana  can  retain  its  brucellosis-free  status  and  the  slaughter  of  wild 
buffalo  can  stop.  Ironically,  the  buffalo  are  being  slaughtered  for  a 
disease  that  they  caught  from  domestic  cattle. 

At  the  close  of  the  19th  century,  Indian  nations  did  not  have  a 
seat  at  the  table  on  buffalo  policy.  We  deserve  a seat  at  the  table  now. 

This  issue  is  fundamental  to  our  culture,  and  we  believe  we  can 
contribute  to  this  policy  in  a positive  and  respectful  manner. 

Sonja 

"RE : Montana:  Silence  is  Golden?"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Feb  1997  14:06:29  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : STATE  OF  MONTANA  BELIEVES  SILENCE  IS  GOLDEN?? 

UUCP  email 
PRESS  RELEASE 

Shortly  after  11  PM  EST,  February  24,  1997,  the  Department  of  tourism  in 
Montana  angered  by  a boycott  of  the  state  and  e-mails  protesting  the 
treatment  of  the  Yellowstone  bison  has  complained  to  Technology  Dimensions 
Incorporated  in  Monroe,  Michigan  that  they  were  being  mail  bombed  by  one  of 
their  subscribers. 

The  activist's  response  to  this  accusation  is  that  this  is  a publicly 
posted  e-mail  address  to  address  concerns  to  the  State  of  Montana  Department 
of  Tourism.  None  of  these  letters  were  duplicates .. all  originated  from 
other  sources. 


The  impetus  for  this  campaign  is  the  ongoing  slaughter  of  Yellowstone 
bison  by  the  State  of  Montana,  which  to  date  has  claimed  nearly  1000 
animals,  almost  half  of  the  last  free  roaming  buffalo  herd  in  the 
continental  US.  The  protestors  have  called  for  a boycott  of  the  state  of 
Montana,  as  well  as,  beef  products  from  this  state. 

Those  who  have  sent  letters  to  the  Department  of  tourism... it  would  appear 
your  government  does  not  wish  to  hear  from  you....  again. 

In  a campaign  which  involved  the  state  of  South  Dakota  late  December  the 
ACLU  stepped  in  to  require  the  state  to  respect  First  Amendment  rights.  The 
internet  is  a viable  means  for  many  people  to  address  concerns  to  the 
government,  and  as  such  receives  this  protection, 
written  by  Ishgooda 
ishgooda@tdi . net 

PREVIOUS  ARTICLE  SENT  REGARDING  FIRST  AMENDMENT  RIGHTS: 

State  of  South  Dakota  Attempts  Silencing  of  Internet  Petitioners 
by  D.  Peiffer  Willett 

In  an  unprecedented  move,  the  State  of  South  Dakota  has  blocked  the 
personal  Internet  E-Mail  address  of  a Native  American  activist  to  avoid 
a flood  of  petition  signatures  in  opposition  of  the  state's  effort  to 
limit  Native  American  access  to  Sacred  sites  and  prohibit  numbers  (in 
excess  of  40)  of  Native  Americans  from  congregating. 

The  petitions  were  in  response  to  an  Internet  Alert  that  indicated  a 
meeting  would  take  place  today  December  3,  in  Pierre  South  Dakota  to 
include  both  Representative  Volski  and  the  Representative  from  Pine 
Ridge,  as  well  as  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  Doe  Chases  Horses  and  other 
Native  Leaders.  The  indicated  intent  of  the  hearing  was  the  review  of 
an  earlier  court  order  that  overturned,  at  a state  level.  President 
Clinton's  1996  Executive  Order  regarding  Freedom  of  Religion.  States 
are  not  bound  to  adhere  to  an  executive  order. 

Questions  arise  with  the  action  of  the  State  blocking  E-Mail  petitions. 

Are  Internet  petitioners  availed  "equal  access"  to  state  designated 
representatives?  Is  E-Mail  to  be  considered  less  credible,  or  a hoax, 
even  deemed  harassment  by  officials,  though  verification  of  signatories 
is  available?  Are  Internet  petitioners  than  afforded  less  than  those 
who  sign  hard-copy  petitions?  E-Mail  is  both  economically  advantageous 
to  many  and  a much  faster  means  of  having  public  opinion  available  in  a 
timely  fashion.  Is  the  action  of  South  Dakota's  not  an  effort  to 
curtail  the  constitutional  rights  of  not  only  constituents,  but  those 
most  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  legislative  and  judicial  whims,  the 
Native  American  populace? 

If  the  South  Dakota  legislature  is  allowed  to  restrict  access  to  sites 
such  as  Bear  Butte  the  impact  will  far  exceed  the  concerns  of  only 
residents  of  that  state.  Native  American  religious  practices  are  not 
bound  by  Federal  or  State  defined  political  boundaries.  So  then,  is  it 
not  feasible  to  not  only  allow  but  expect  an  outcry  from  more  than 
within  the  State? 

The  offenders  Internet  Service  Provider  was  contacted  by  South  Dakota 
State  officials  and  asked  to  curtail  the  senders  activity.  When  the 
Service  Provider  refused  to  interfere  with  the  personal  and  private 
activity  of  a customer  and  supported  their  right  to  freedom  of 
expression. . .other  means  were  taken  to  allay  the  flood  of  messages. 

In  a six  o'clock  CST  newscast  the  South  Dakota  governor.  Bill  Danklow, 
announced  that  the  state  will  organize  committees  to  include  Native 
people  in  an  effort  to  address  welfare  reform,  preservation  of  sacred 
site  status  and  other  issues  of  import.  Perhaps  a topic  for  inclusion 
would  be  the  State's  right  to  limit  the  voice  of  those  on  the  Internet. 

"RE : Through  Indian  Eyes"  

Date:  17  Feb  97  11:48:18 

From:  Vern.Dordan@f0.n509.z88.fidonet.org  (Vern  Dordan) 

Sub j : Through  Indian  Eyes  17  Feb  97/2 
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Si  yu  all, 

>From  time  to  time,  I am  asked  for  sources  of  material  to  read  on  Indian 
history  by  various  readers  of  these  lists.  Here  are  some  that  look  pretty 
good  in  most  cases.  Some  I have  read  and  some,  I have  not.  These  are 
generally  for  history  of  North  Carolina's  Indians  but  also  are  good  for 
most  any  area. 

SOURCES  AND  SUGGESTED  READING 

A number  of  works  have  been  written  on  North  Carolina  Indians, 
including  an  earlier  publication  by  the  North  Carolina  Division  of 
Archives  and  History,  Stanley  A.  South's  Indians  in  North  Carolina 
(Raleigh,  1959) . Others  include  Douglas  Le  Tell  Rights,  The  American 
Indian  in  North  Carolina  (Durham:  Duke  University  Press,  1947; 
reprinted,  Winston-Salem:  Dohn  F.  Blair,  1957),  and  Ruth  Y.  Wetmore, 

First  on  the  Land:  The  North  Carolina  Indians  (Winston-Salem:  Dohn 
F.  Blair,  1975).  Teachers,  in  particular,  will  find  much  valuable  infor- 
mation in  Rachael  Bonny,  Ethnic  Studies  Guide  and  Resource  Manual 
for  the  Carolinas  (Charlotte:  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Char- 
lotte, 1978).  A useful  pamphlet.  North  Carolina  Indians,  has  been  pub- 
lished by  the  North  Carolina  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs.  The  com- 
mission also  issues  a newspaper  entitled  Indian  Time.  Other  news- 
papers of  interest  are  the  Carolina  Indian  Voice,  published  in  Robeson 
County,  and  the  Cherokee  One  Feather  (Cherokee,  North  Carolina). 

CHAPTER  1:  Native  America 

For  additional  information  on  North  Carolina  prehistory  and 
archaeology,  see  Mark  A.  Mathis  and  Deffrey  I.  Crow  (eds.).  The  Pre- 
history of  North  Carolina:  An  Archaeological  Symposium  (Raleigh: 

Division  of  Archives  and  History,  Department  of  Cultural  Resources, 

1983);  Doffre  Lanning  Coe,  "The  Cultural  Sequence  of  the  Carolina 
Piedmont,"  in  Archeology  of  the  Eastern  United  States,  edited  by 
lames  B.  Griffin  (Chicago:  University  of  Chicago  Press,  1952);  Roy  S. 
Dickens,  Dr.,  Cherokee  Prehistory:  The  Pisgah  Phase  in  the  Appala- 
chian Summit  Region  (Knoxville:  University  of  Tennessee  Press, 

1976);  lames  B.  Griffin,  "Eastern  North  American  Archaeology:  A 
Summary,"  Science,  156  (April  14,  1967),  175-191;  and  Bennie  C.  Keel, 
Cherokee  Archaeology:  A Study  of  the  Appalachian  Summit  (Knox- 
ville: University  of  Tennessee  Press,  1976).  For  children  or  general 
readers,  Roy  S.  Dickens,  Dr.,  and  Dames  L.  McKinley's  Frontiers  in  the 
Soil  (Atlanta:  Frontiers  Publishing  Company,  1979)  is  highly  recom- 
mended . 

CHAPTER  2:  The  Indian  Way  of  Life 

A collection  of  early  observations  of  native  Carolinians  can  be  found 
in  David  Leroy  Corbitt,  Explorations,  Descriptions,  and  Attempted 
Settlements  of  Carolina,  1584-1590  (Raleigh:  State  Department  of 
Archives  and  History,  1948).  Other  good  accounts  are  David  B.  Quinn 
and  Alison  M.  Quinn,  The  First  Colonists:  Documents  on  the  Planting 
of  the  First  English  Settlements  in  North  America,  1584-1590 
(Raleigh:  Division  of  Archives  and  History,  North  Carolina  Depart- 
ment of  Cultural  Resources,  1982);  Dohn  Lawson,  A New  Voyage  to 
Carolina,  edited  by  Hugh  Talmage  Lefler  (Chapel  Hill:  University  of 
North  Carolina  Press,  1967);  and  Dames  Adair,  Adair's,  History  of  the 
American  Indian,  edited  by  Samuel  Cole  Williams  (Dohnson  City, 

Tenn.:  Watauga  Press,  1930).  Charles  Hudson's  The  Southeastern 
Indians  (Knoxville:  University  of  Tennessee  Press,  1976)  is  an  excel- 
lent study  of  native  cultures.  A good  book  for  young  readers  is  Desse 
Burt  and  Robert  Ferguson's  Indians  of  the  Southeast:  Then  and  Now 
(Nashville  and  New  York:  Abingdon  Press,  1973). 

CHAPTER  3:  Indian-White  Relations 

Two  recent  books  on  early  Indian-white  relations  are  D.  Leitch 
Wright,  Dr.,  The  Only  Land  They  Knew:  The  Tragic  Story  of  the 


American  Indians  in  the  Old  South  (New  York:  Free  Press,  1981),  and 
Elizabeth  Fenn  and  Peter  Wood,  Natives  and  Newcomer:  The  Way 
We  Lived  in  North  Carolina  before  1770  (Chapel  Hill:  University  of 
North  Carolina  Press,  1983).  Works  on  the  Indian  trade  include 
Verner  Winslow  Crane,  Tide  Southern  Frontier,  1670-1732  (Durham: 

Duke  University  Press,  1928),  and  John  Phillip  Reid,  A Better  Kind  of 
Hatchet:  Law,  Trade,  and  Diplomacy  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  during 
The  Early  Years  of  European  Contact  (University  Park,  Pa.:  Pennsyl- 
vania State  University,  1976).  E.  Lawrence  Lee's  Indian  Wars  in  North 
Carolina,  1663-1763  (Raleigh:  Carolina  Charter  Tercentenary  Commis- 
sion, 1963;  reprinted,  Raleigh:  State  Department  of  Archives  and  His- 
tory, 1968)  is  a useful  survey.  For  additional  information  on  the  Tus- 
carora  War,  see  Douglas  W.  Boyce,  "Did  a Tuscarora  Confederacy 
Exist?"  in  Four  Centuries  of  Southern  Indians,  edited  by  Charles  M. 
Hudson  (Athens:  University  of  Georgia  Press,  1978),  and  Thomas  C. 
Parramore,  "The  Tuscarora  Ascendancy,"  North  Carolina  Historical 
Review,  LIX  (October,  1982),  307-326.  Additional  information  on 
Cherokee  alliances  and  enmity  can  be  found  in  David  H.  Corkran,  The 
Cherokee  Frontier:  Conflict  and  Survival,  1740-62  (Norman:  Univer- 
sity of  Oklahoma  Press,  1962);  John  R.  Alden,  3ohn  Stuart  and  the 
Southern  Colonial  Frontier,  1754-1775  (Ann  Arbor:  University  of 
Michigan  Press,  1944);  and  lames  H.  O'Donnell  III,  The  Cherokees  of 
North  Carolina  in  the  American  Revolution  (Raleigh:  Division  of 
Archives  and  History,  Department  of  Cultural  Resources,  1976). 

CHAPTER  4:  The  Cherokee 

Among  the  many  works  on  Cherokee  history  are  the  following: 

Duane  H.  King  (ed,).  The  Cherokee  Indian  Nation:  A Troubled  His- 
tory (Knoxville:  University  of  Tennessee  Press,  1979);  Henry  T. 

Malone,  Cherokees  of  the  Old  South:  A People  in  Transition  (Athens: 
University  of  Georgia  Press,  1956);  Theda  Perdue,  Slavery  and  the 
Evolution  of  Cherokee  Society,.  1540-1866  (Knoxville:  University  of 
Tennessee  Press,  1979)-)  and  Grace  Steele  Woodward,  The  Cherokees 
(Norman:  University  of  Oklahoma  Press,  1963).  The  Cherokee  of 
North  Carolina  are  the  subject  of  John  R.  Finger,  The  Eastern  Band  of 
Cherokees,  1819-1900  (Knoxville:  University  of  Tennessee  Press, 

1984).  Recommended  for  young  readers  are  Glen  Fleischman,  The 
Cherokee  Removal,  1838  (New  York:  Franklin  Watts,  1971),  and 
Peter  Collier,  When  Shall  They  Rest?  The  Cherokees'  Long  Struggle 
with  America  (New  York:  Holt,  Rinehart,  and  Winston,  1973). 

CHAPTER  5:  The  Lumbee 

Scholarly  works  on  the  Lumbee  include  Karen  I.  Blu,  The  Lumbee 
Problem  The  Making  of  an  American  Indian  People  (Cambridge  and 
New  York:  Cambridge  University  Press,  1980);  Adolph  L.  Dial  and 
David  K.  Ellades,  The  Only  Land  I Know.-  A History  of  the  Lumbee 
Indians  (San  Francisco:  Indian  Historian  Press,  1975);  and  William 
McKee  Evans,  To  Die  Game:  The  Story  of  the  Lowry  Band,  Indian 
Guerrillas  of  Reconstruction  (Baton  Rouge:  Louisiana  State  University 
Press,  1971). 

CHAPTER  6:  Native  Carolinians  Today 

Contemporary  Indian  Problems  are  dealt  with  in  Susan  M.  Presti 
(ed.).  Public  Policy  and  Native  Americans  in  North  Carolina:  Issues 
for  the  '80s  (Raleigh:  North  Carolina  Center  for  Public  Policy  Re- 
search, 1981) . Reporter  Gary  Dorsey  contributed  a series  of  revealing 
articles  to  the  Sentinel  (Winston-Salem)  between  April  27  and  May  5, 
1981.  The  Lumbee  are  one  of  the  tribes  whose  situation  is  examined  in 
Report  on  Terminated  and  Nonfederally  Recognized  Indians:  Final 
Report  to  the  American  Indian  Policy  Review  Commission  (Washing- 
ton, D.C.:  Government  Printing  Office,  1976).  The  following  articles, 
which  appear  in  Walter  L.  Williams  (ed.).  Southeastern  Indians  since 
the  Removal  Era  (Athens:  University  of  Georgia  Press,  1979),  concern 
North  Carolina  Indians:  Sharlotte  Neely,  "Acculturation  and  Persist- 
ence among  North  Carolina's  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians,"  and 


W.  McKee  Evans,  "The  North  Carolina  Lumbees:  From  Assimilation 
to  Revitalization."  Although  dated,  John  Gulick's  Cherokees  at  the 
Crossroads  (Chapel  Hill:  University  of  North  Carolina  Press,  1960; 
revised  edition,  1973)  is  still  useful. 

-  end 

Do  hi  yi. 

Quv  (na)  Tso  da  (na) 
vjordan@bmi . net 

The  Moccasin  Telegraph  (Building  The  Fires) 
http: /www. bmi . net/vjordan/ 

-  — "RE:  Update  on  Phoenix  Hearings"  

Date:  Thu,  20  Feb  1997  01:30:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  sdn@primenet.com 

Sub j : BIG  MOUNTAIN  - UPDATE  ON  PHOENIX  HEARINGS 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

SOVEREIGN  DINEH  NATION 
POB  30453 

Flagstaff,  AZ  86003 

sdn@primenet . com 

http: //www. primenet . com/~sdn 

February  18,  1996 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

BIG  MOUNTAIN  - UPDATE  ON  PHOENIX  HEARINGS 

Testimony  concluded  in  the  9th  Circuit  Court  "Fairness"  Hearings  on  Friday, 
February  14th,  1997.  Resistors  to  relocation  from  the  'Hopi  Partitioned 
Lands'  on  the  Navajo/Hopi  reservation  were  allocated  a day  and  one-half  to 
testify  against  the  proposed  Accommodation  Agreement. 

The  previous  two  and  one-half  days  of  testimony  were  allocated  to  the  six 
witnesses  testifying  for  the  Agreement.  Attorney  Lee  Phillips,  who  is  paid 
by  the  Department  of  Justice  through  the  Navajo  Nation,  attempted  to 
convince  Judge  Earl  Carroll  that  the  present  Agreement  is  'the  best'  the 
Dineh  could  hope  to  achieve.  Still,  pro-Agreement  witnesses  expressed  fears 
that  sacred  sites  will  not  be  protected,  nor  will  burial  at  traditional 
grounds  be  allowed. 

Only  twelve  of  the  100  or  so  Dineh  who  drove  six  hours  from  the  reservation 
to  testify  were  heard.  When  asked  by  Judge  Carroll  if  she  was  interested  in 
the  history  of  the  relocation  programme,  Mary  Katherine  Smith,  spokesperson 
for  the  resistors,  replied  that  she  had  "no  interest  in  relocation  or  the 
way  the  people  have  been  abused  with  that  programme".  Those  who  also 
testified  against  the  Agreement  included  Roberta  Blackgoat,  Mae  Tso, 

Katherine  Smith,  and  Pauline  Whitesinger,  all  Elders  and  longtime  resistors; 
Juanita  Tso,  a twenty-two  year  old  mother  of  two;  and  Alvin  Clinton,  an 
Elder  and  a traditional  medicine  man,  who  spoke  directly  to  the  issue  of 
religious  freedom. 

Members  of  the  Navajo  Nation  Council,  which  passed  a unanimous  resolution 
supporting  the  resistors,  were  well  represented  among  the  those  who  came  to 
listen.  The  Council  will  be  meeting  this  week  to  decide  how  to  implement  the 
resolution's  directives,  which  include  an  embargo  on  the  use  of  Navajo 
Nation  personnel  or  resources  to  evict  residents  who  refuse  to  accept 
relocation  benefits  or  sign  an  Agreement  by  March  31. 

While  admitting  that  he  has  no  power  to  block  or  extend  the  March  31st 
deadline.  Judge  Carroll  did  state  before  the  Court  that  he  does  not  believe 
he  can  make  a considered  decision  within  that  time.  The  Hopi  Tribal  Council 
will  be  meeting  this  week  to  consider  the  judge's  request  for  at  least  60-90 
days  extension. 

Closing  arguments  will  be  heard  on  Friday,  February  21,  1997. 


RE:  Dineh  Traditional  Elders 


Date:  Mon,  24  Feb  1997  12:48:41  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Rebecca  Lord  <mosa@rapidnet . com> 

Sub j : Urgent  Action:  Press  Release-Dineh  Traditional  Elders 

UUCP  email 
February  23,  1997 

Hopi/  Navajo  Land  dispute  Public  Law  93-531 
Accommodation  Agreement: 

We,  The  Traditional  Dine'h  Elders',  wish  to  make  a statement  to  President 
of  United  States  Government: 

Mr.  Bill  Clinton  and  Congressmen: 

We,  the  Traditional  Dine'h  Elders,  are  standing  at  the  edge  of  the  cliff, 
waiting  for  death,  which  may  come  anytime.  Meantime:  The  federal  Dudge 
Earl  Carroll  had  a so-called  fairness  Hearing,  which  is  a joke  and 
completely  unfair.  He  only  did  order  by  ninth  circuit  court  of  Appeals  P. 
Noonan,  Pregerson  and  David  R.  Thompson. 

Dudge  Carroll  accused  the  Navajo  Nation  of  never  having  filed  a first 
amendment  case.  The  Many  Beads  case  # 90-15003,  a First  Amendment  lawsuit 
was  filed  in  1988  and  dismissed  by  the  same  Dudge  Carroll. 

We  attended  the  hearing  in  Federal  Court  in  Phoenix  on  February  11-  14, 
1997.  Mr.  Lee  Brook  Phillip  supposedly  has  been  our  attorney,  but  turned 
against  us  and  did  not  represent  the  resistors,  he  let  people  testify  whom 
don't  even  reside  on  the  lands  in  question.  He  spoke  on  and  on  for  almost 
two  days.  We  listened  patiently  waiting  to  be  heard.  We  almost  walked  out. 

We  attended  the  final  argument  on  February  21,  1997  at  10:00am  in  Phoenix 
Arizona  in  Federal  Court.  There  were  no  translators  available  to  the  elder 
Traditionals ' who  only  speak  Navajo  and  many  left  the  court  not  knowing 
what  had  taken  place  and  having  been  denied  their  due  process. 

When  attorney  Bruce  Ellison  gave  his  opening  statement  on  our  behalf  the 
Dudge  jumped  all  over  him  and  was  rude  to  attorneys  Ellison,  Bob  Zeigler 
and  Bob  Malone. 

The  Dudge  was  always  kind  to  the  Hopi  attorney  and  was  especially  kind  to 
Katherine  W.  Hazard,  attorney  for  the  U.S.  Department  of  Dustice. 

Katherine  Hazard  grossly  misled  the  court  in  stating  all  the  elders  from 
Hopi  Partition  Land  testified  in  Washington  DC  in  1996.  Only  two  people 
went  with  tribal  officials  to  Washington. 

Only  50  homes  will  be  built  on  the  new  land,  if  people  don't  sign  the 
Relocation  Agreement  by  March  31,  1997.  This  so  called  "new  land"  is 
contaminated  from  the  Church  Rock  New  Mexico  uranium  spill.  An  attempt  to 
forcibly  relocate  Native  people  to  this  land  is  genocide.  There  are  3500 
people  still  affected  by  the  impending  forced  relocation.  The  government 
insists  on  counting  only  the  heads  of  households  and  wholly  eliminating  some 
households.  There  are  another  1500  people  already  affected  who  have  been 
denied  relocation  and  are  now  homeless.  This  inhumane  tactic  makes  the 
problems  the  Navajo  are  facing  insurmountable. 

Everyone  else  will  be  evicted,  any  day-any  time.  We  fear  it  will  happen 
in  the  night  time  after  March  31,  1997. 

The  newborn  will  not  be  eligible  for  seventy-five  year  lease  or  relocation 
benefits.  They  may  not  stay  or  be  forced  to  go  under  Hopi  jurisdiction. 

So  the  unborn  is  considered  already  dead. 

We  are  already  loosing  ground.  We  will  loose  all  of  it. 

How  can  they  say  the  future  generations  are  not  eligible? 

Hopi  History 

The  Traditional  Hopi  elders  opposed  relocation,  many  of  them  have  passed  on 
into  Spirit  World. 

The  News  Media  would  consistently  black  out  the  Hearings.  This  began  back 
in  1985  and  involved  The  Phoenix  Gazette,  The  Albuquerque  Dournal  and  the 
Arizona  Republic  as  well  as  local  and  National  Radio  and  Television.  They 
have  been  misinformed  about  the  Navajo  perspective. 

Beginning  in  1985  the  United  States  Senate  and  all  listed  below  have  worked 
against  the  Navajo  Peoples: 

U.S.  Senator  Barry  Goldwater 


U.S.  Senator  Eldon  Rudd 

John  Me  Cain  ( Senator_McCain@mccain . senate. gov).  Bob  Stump,  Dim  Kolbe 
(jimkolbe@hr.house.gov)  and  Morris  Udall 

Action:  We  are  appealing  to  National  and  International  Peoples  to  fax, 
telephone  and  write: 

President  Bill  Clinton 
1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue  N.W. 

Washington  DC  20500 
president@whitehouse.gov 

To  telephone  the  White  House  comment  Line  to  request  fair  treatment  for  the 
Navajo  elders  dial  (202)456-1111  (hit  0 to  avoid  the  survey) 

Janet  Reno  of  the  Justice  Department 
10th  St.  A Constitution  Ave. 

N.W.  Washington  DC  20530 
202  633-2001 

Please  ask  them  Not  to  evict  the  Traditional  Elder  or  hurt  or  abuse  the 
animals  with  impoundment. 

Our  Traditional's'  are  calling  out  for  help. 

Ruth  Benally  Medicinelady 

For  further  information  or  to  lend  support  to  the  Navajo  elders  please 
contact  Grace  Smith  YellowHammer  at  520-289-4968 
or  Elizabeth  Stinson  e-mail  at  esfuture@sonic.net 

[For  background  information  see: 

http://bioc09.uthscsa.edu/natnet/archive/nl/9308/0065.html 

or 

http: //bioc09. uthsesa . edu/natnet/ archive/nl/91a/0127 . html 
or 

http: //www. greyh ills . cc . az . u s/nat net/ voices/ v0 5 . html 
or 

e-mail:  mosa@rapidnet.com] 


Rebecca  Michele  Lord 
LoomWork 

http : //www . ratical . com/ 
mosa@rapidnet . com 


+ If  you  have  come  here  to  help  me, 

+ you  are  wasting  your  time 

+ But  if  you  have  come  because 
+ your  liberation  is  bound  up  with  mine, 
+ then  let  us  work  together. 

Aboriginal  Woman 


"RE : Peltier  Responds  to  Giago"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Feb  1997  23:26:39  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : PELTIER  RESPONDS  TO  GIAGO 

UUCP  email 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  first  nation's  URL: 
http : //www. dicks hovel . com/2 . 12.91. html 

PELTIER  RESPONDS 
TO  GIAGO 

This  letter  appeared  in  the  Late  May,  1991  Edition  of  News  From  Indian 
Country,  Rte.  2,  Box  2900-A,  Hayward,  WI  54843. 

Dear  Editor, 

In  a February  12,  1991,  Lakota  Times  editorial,  written  by  editor  and 
owner  Tim  Giago,  entitled  "Misguided  Advocacy  Journalism  Twists  Facts,"  a 
great  disservice  has  been  rendered.  In  the  guise  of  attacking  Bob 
Hulteen's  recent  editorial  in  "Sojourners, " Giago  has  mistaken  his 
emotional  fervor  for  reality,  and  the  "facts"  which  it  is  composed  of. 
Giago 's  decades-long  vendetta  against  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM) 


and  its  imprisoned  activist  Leonard  Peltier,  has  caused  him  to  crusade 
endlessly  in  negating  any  and  all  rational  discourse  in  regard  to  the 
events  at  Pine  Ridge  in  the  '70s.  In  Giago's  attempt  to  establish  the 
"Lakota  Times,"  and  thereby  himself  as  the  one  true  voice  of  Indian  people 
truth  itself  has  been  discarded. 

It  is  not  my  normal  activity  to  reply  to  every  outburst  against  AIM  and 
myself.  However,  Tim  Giago's  recent  Monologue  has  caused  concern  among 
many  Indian  people,  and  they  have  asked  me  to  write  this  response. 
Unfortunately,  in  Giago's  unthinking  criticism  of  Hulteen,  AIM  and  Leonard 
Peltier,  he  has  overlooked  the  causes  of  the  "war"  at  Pine  Ridge;  he  has 
denied  the  deaths  of  hundreds  of  Indian  people  at  the  hands  and  guns  of 
Dick  Wilson,  FBI  founded  and  trained  goons,  the  attempted  political  coup 
and  expropriation  of  Oglala  Lakota  lands  and  resources,  and  the  continuing 
struggle  to  bring  these  facts  to  the  public. 

In  the  '60s  and  early  '70s,  the  deplorable  living  conditions  and  abuse 
by  agencies  such  as  the  B.I.A.  reached  a peak,  with  the  election  of  Dick 
Wilson  as  tribal  chairman.  AIM,  an  organization  created  to  fight  for 
Indian  rights,  was  asked  to  help  protect  the  people  of  Pine  Ridge  and 
environs  by  the  greatly  admired  and  respected  Traditional  Elders  of  the 
Oglala  Lakota  people.  Frank  Fools  Crow,  Traditional  Chief,  made  that 
request.  Frank  Fools  Crow  would  be  the  first  and  loudest  voice  raised  in 
objection  to  Giago's  editorial.  His  memory  is  alive  and  he  taught  many  of 
us  how  to  speak  before  his  passing. 

As  Giago  claims,  the  book  In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse  (I.T.S.O.C.H. ) 
was  taken  to  Court  in  a suit  filed  by  former  Governor  Hanklow.  At  great 
cost,  the  publishers  defended  the  book  for  years,  and  Hudge  Hones,  who  was 
himself  appointed  as  Hudge  by  Governor  Hanklow,  found  the  book  violated  no 
principle  of  fact  and  dismissed  the  suit.  The  book  has  been  reprinted  and 
is  now  available  for  purchase.  This  attempt  by  Hanklow,  like  those  of  ex- 
generals and  politicians  and  FBI,  to  stifle  the  truth  of  their  mis-deeds, 
has,  fortunately,  failed.  But,  I.T.S.O.C.H.  is  only  one  book.  There  are  a 
number  of  books  available  which  point  out  the  deeds  of  Wilson's  G.O.O.N.S. 
the  FBI,  BIA,  State  and  federal  governments  and  individuals.  Are  all  of 
these  books,  which  Giago  doesn't  mention,  false?  Or,  is  it  possible,  that 
Tim  Giago  is  mistaken  in  his  emotional  stance  against  AIM  and  Leonard 
Peltier? 

If,  Giago  is  a lover  of  "fact"  and  "objective"  journalism,  as  he  claims, 
perhaps  he  will  take  the  time  to  actually  read  and  study  the  thousands  of 
documents  produced  by  various  FBI  and  government  agencies.  If  that  isn't 
enough,  Tim  Giago  can  watch  reruns  of  interviews  with  judges,  ex-G.O.O.N.S 
describing  their  FBI  support,  victims  of  G.O.O.N.S.  terror  and  many  others 
present.  All  of  these  documents  and  facts  are  available  for  anyone  truly 
interested  in  facts.  These  facts  have  proven  overwhelming  to  Oglala  Lakota 
tribal  members,  their  chairpersons  and  governments,  causing  them  to  pass 
many  resolutions  requesting  a new  trial  for  me,  based  on  those  facts.  The 
same  facts  have  caused  over  70  representatives  of  the  US  Congress  to 
petition  for  a new  trial  in  my  case. 

I.T.S.O.C.H.  publishes  facts  embarrassing  to  AIM  as  well.  But,  neither 
AIM,  nor  I,  filed  suits  against  the  author,  Peter  Matthiessen,  to  keep 
people  from  reading  them.  Neither  does  AIM  have  over  one  and  one-half 
million  dollars  to  pay  legal  fees,  as  did  Hanklow  and  FBI  agent  David 
Price.  One  could  wonder  how  they  could  afford  it.  Giago  calls  me  a 
"convicted  murderer"  and  unfit  to  serve  as  an  example  for  Indian  children, 
while  he,  an  honest,  hard-working  Indian,  among  others,  is  disregarded. 

Tim  Giago  ran  for  tribal  chairman  and  was  overwhelmingly  rejected  by  the 
Oglala  Lakota  people.  His  response:  "I  will  never  run  for  office  again!" 
Many  past  chairmen  ran  for  office  numerous  times,  proving  their  honesty, 
dedication,  sincerity  and  devotion  to  the  People  in  the  process.  Thereby, 
earning  their  right  to  lead.  The  Oglala  Lakota  people  may  not  be  rich, 
they  may  not  all  be  college  educated,  they  may  not  all  own  newspapers;  but 
they  are  the  true  voice  of  the  People,  not  the  individual  - Tim  Giago. 

The  Humping  Bull  family  was  attacked,  their  home  is  in  the  Wounded  Knee 
"area,"  as  I.T.S.O.C.H.  states,  clearly,  and  not  "at"  Wounded  Knee,  as  Tim 
Giago  claims  it  says.  The  U.S.  Government  has  stated,  on  the  record:  "We 
don't  know  who  killed  the  FBI  Agents  nor  what  participation  Leonard 


Peltier  had  in  it."  These  are  the  facts. 

Tim  Giago  reminds  us  of  his  role  in  establishing  1990  as  a "year  of 
reconciliation/'  and  Governor  Mickelson's  endeavor  to  continue  those 
efforts.  I do  not  question  Governor  Mickelson's  sincerity  in  this.  I would 
ask,  however,  the  same  question  many  Lakotas  are  asking.  Governor 
Mickelson,  why  don't  you  show  your  sincerity  by  returning  the  Black  Hills 
with  a promise  and  law  stating  no  more  lands  will  be  taken  nor  sovereign 
rights  of  the  Oglala  Lakota  people  violated?  With  this  effort,  we  can 
assure  you,  the  Oglala  Lakota  people  will  give  Governor  Mickelson's 
efforts  unanimous  support. 

Tim  Giago,  you  have  made  an  effort  to  aid  reconciliation  between  Indian 
and  whites.  Are  you  willing  to  view  the  truth,  examine  facts,  and  listen 
to  the  Lakota  people,  and  many  others  who  have  taken  the  time  to  do  so? 
Would  you  be  willing  to  declare  1991  as  a year  of  reconciliation  between 
Indian  and  Indian? 

I remain,  in  the  spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Gwarth-ee-lass  Peltier 

"RE : Tribal  Responsibility"  

From:  GAYLES@delphi.com 

Date:  Tue,  18  Feb  1997  22:36:13  -0500  (EST) 

Sub j : Tribal  responsibility 

UUCP  email 

Tribal  Accountability  Legal  Rights  Fund  Formed  by  Chippewa  Indians 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.,  Feb.  18  --  The  following  is  a statement  released 
today  by  the  President  of  the  newly  formed  Tribal  Accountability  Legal 
Rights  Fund  at  a press  conference  at  the  Minnesota  state  capitol: 

"My  name  is  Bill  Lawrence.  I am  an  enrolled  member  of  the  Red  Lake 
Band  of  Chippewa  Indians,  and  President  of  the  newly-formed  Tribal 
Accountability  Legal  Rights  Fund. 

"Standing  here  with  me  today  are  other  board  members  and  supporters, 
including  Dill  Gavle,  Brent  Johnson,  Dan  Cohen,  Clinton  Collins,  Julie 
Shortridge,  Gregg  Abbott,  Vincent  Hill,  Craig  Greenberg,  and  Elaine 
Thunder. 

"Most  people  are  not  aware  that  Indian  citizens  living  on  reservations 
today  do  not  have  the  same  civil  rights  as  other  Americans.  And  most 
people  don't  realize  that  anyone  who  enters  onto  a reservation,  including  a 
tribal  casino,  also  gives  up  their  civil  rights.  This  is  an  extremely  dire 
situation.  We're  talking  about  people  routinely  being  denied  rights 
guaranteed  under  the  U.S.  Constitution.  The  federal  government  has  granted 
tribal  governments  a higher  sovereignty  than  the  federal  government  itself 
possesses . " 

"Consider  this  --  currently,  tribal  casinos  are  the  only  businesses  in 
the  entire  world  that  can  totally  avoid  legal  responsibility  and  liability 
in  the  United  States.  Tribal  governments  use  sovereign  immunity  to  avoid 
accountability,  deny  citizens  their  civil  rights,  and  even  hide  criminal 
conduct.  This  situation  cannot  be  allowed  to  continue. 

"Of  the  60,000  Indians  currently  living  in  Minnesota,  less  than  13,000 
live  on  reservations,  and  only  a few  hundred  are  benefiting  from  this  myth 
called  tribal  sovereignty.  The  rest  of  us  are  victims  of  the  oppression 
and  abusiveness  sovereign  immunity  creates.  Many  of  the  people  you  see 
before  you  today  have  been  personally  victimized,  and  'left  out  in  the 
cold'  by  tribal  sovereign  immunity.  We  had  hoped  that  tribal  governments 
would  voluntarily  take  steps  to  be  accountable,  but  they  have  not.  So  we 
felt  obligated  to  form  this  organization. 

"The  Tribal  Accountability  Legal  Rights  Fund  is  not  anti-tribal 
government,  and  is  not  anti-casino.  We  are  for  making  tribes  and  casinos 
more  accountable  and  responsible. 

"We  are  interested  in  assisting  Indian  and  non-Indian  citizens  in 
obtaining  the  social  justice  they  deserve  by  taking  the  following  actions: 

--  Inform  the  public  about  oppression  and  abuse  on  reservations . 

--  Educate  people  about  the  risks  they  expose  themselves  to  by  entering 


tribal  casinos. 

--  And,  to  the  extent  that  we  are  financially  able,  fund  legal  actions, 
complaints  and  claims  for  those  who  have  been  severely  wronged  by  tribal 
government  abuses. 

"As  a non-profit,  tax-exempt  organization,  we  are  seeking  contributions 
to  make  these  efforts  possible.  To  start  our  informational  campaign,  we 
will  be  airing  radio  spots  in  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and  Minnesota.  Tribal 
accountability  should  be  an  issue  in  this  year's  races  for  governor  and 
attorney  general.  And  all  citizens  should  hold  our  U.S.  senators  and 
congressmen  responsible  for  changing  this  ill-conceived  and  oppressive 
policy  our  federal  government  has  created. 

"It  is  time  to  end  the  'noble  savage'  mentality  and  victimization 
attitude  that  paints  anyone  who  raises  questions  about  tribal  activities  as 
a racist.  Martin  Luther  King  lr.  summed  it  up  best  when  he  said, 

"Injustice  anywhere  is  a threat  to  justice  everywhere." 

"We  have  injustice  on  our  nation's  Indian  reservations,  and  it  is  a 
threat  to  us  all.  Help  us  bring  civil  rights  to  America's  Indian 
reservations.  Thank  You." 

SOURCE  Tribal  Accountability  Legal  Rights  Fund 

Additional  materials  and  information  about  the  Tribal 
Accountability 

Legal  Rights  Fund  can  be  obtained  by  calling 

Dulie  Shortridge  of  the  Tribal  Accountability  Legal  Rights  Fund, 
612-228-1976 
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Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 
Restructuring  the  Relationship 

Treaty  Fulfillment  and  Renewal 

Accounts  of  negotiations  leading  to  the  historical  treaties  are  full  of 
stories  of  miscommunication  and  cross  purposes.  This  is  hardly  surprising. 
Negotiators  had  no  common  language,  no  common  frame  of  reference.  Despite 
profoundly  different  cultures  and  world  views,  they  were  trying  to  figure 
out  how  to  share  a world. 

Implementation  of  treaty  terms  and  promises  was  problematic  from  the 
start.  As  time  passed  and  the  balance  of  power  between  Aboriginal  and 
non-Aboriginal  people  shifted,  governments  were  able  to  ignore  terms  and 
promises  that  no  longer  suited  them.  For  example, 

* The  Anishnabe  (Ojibwa)  of  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior  were 

promised  that  the  annuity  money  they  received  for  use  of  their 
traditional  lands  would  increase  if  the  revenues  derived  from  their 
resources  increased. 

* The  people  of  the  Okanagan  Valley  in  British  Columbia  were 

promised  that  if  they  opened  their  valley  to  settlers,  they  could 
choose  reserve  lands  of  any  size  and  location. 

* The  chiefs  of  northwestern  Ontario  were  promised  the  right  to 

hunt  and  fish  on  Crown  land  forever,  if  they  signed  Treaty  9. 

These  promises  were  not  honoured.  Canadians  believe  in  fair  dealing, 
and  treaty  fulfillment,  even  after  all  these  years,  is  still  an  imperative 
for  Canada. 

Treaty  renewal  is  a way  of  addressing  fundamental  disagreements 
between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  authorities  about  the  accuracy 


of  the  treaties  and  about  their  real  purpose. 

Many  Aboriginal  people  say  that  the  written  version  of  treaties  fails  to 
reflect  crucial  verbal  agreements  reached  by  negotiators.  Further,  they 
say  that  the  treaties  are  not  just  records  of  a deal,  but  attempts  to  give 
shape  to  the  infinitely  complex  business  of  sharing  a country.  They  are 
agreements  for  living  together  and  thus  are  living  agreements  that  must 
be  reviewed  and  reinterpreted  periodically  in  light  of  their  purpose 
their  'spirit  and  intent'. 

Non-Aboriginal  governments  take  a much  more  restrictive  view.  They 
argue  that  the  written  treaty  is  the  complete  treaty  and  that  it  should  be 
interpreted  literally. 

The  historical  evidence  is  clear  on  the  first  point  of  disagreement:  the 
written  treaties  often  are  not  a full  and  fair  statement  of  agreements 
reached . 

On  the  second  point,  the  Commission  has  concluded  that  the  treaties 
should  be  implemented  to  reflect  their  spirit  and  intent  not  just  their 
words,  whether  spoken  or  written.  The  language  of  yesterday's  treaties 
reflects  yesterday's  values. 

For  example,  the  $5  annual  treaty  money  a gift  commemorating  the 
agreement  in  Aboriginal  eyes,  a form  of  rent  for  use  of  the  land  in 
European  eyes  was  a significant  sum  in  its  time.  Or,  to  take  another 
example,  the  promise  of  a medicine  chest  for  those  who  signed  Treaty 
6 was  a commitment  to  provide  the  best  health  care  available  at  that 
time. 

It  is  deeply  self-serving  of  Canadian  authorities  to  insist  on  a literal 
interpretation  of  such  clauses.  If  the  relationship  between  Aboriginal 
and  non-Aboriginal  people  is  ever  to  be  set  right,  the  underlying 
intentions  of  treaty  promises  not  the  letter  of  outdated  terms  must 
guide  their  present-day  implementation. 

To  bring  about  fulfillment  and  renewal  of  the  historical  treaties,  we 
recommend  that  Canadian  governments 

* honour  the  provisions  of  existing  treaties  as  recorded  in  treaty 

text  and  supplemented  by  oral  evidence 

* interpret  the  terms  of  each  treaty  in  a broad  and  liberal  way,  in 

keeping  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  agreements  reached 

* act  as  protectors  of  Aboriginal  interests,  not  adversaries,  and 

reconcile  the  interests  of  society  as  a whole  with  the  terms  of  the 
treaties 

* recognize  that  First  Nations  did  not  consent  to  loss  of  title  to 

their  lands  or  to  extinguish  all  rights  to  their  lands  when  they 
signed  treaties  a more  reasonable  interpretation  is  that  they 
consented  to  share  and  co-manage  lands  and  resources 

* recognize  that  by  entering  into  treaties  with  Aboriginal  peoples, 

the  Crown  of  Canada  acknowledged  their  inherent  right  of  self- 
government,  their  right  to  control  their  own  affairs,  and  their  right 
to  enter  into  intergovernmental  arrangements  with  other  nations 

* establish  a process  for  fulfilling  and  renewing  existing  treaties,  on 

the  basis  of  these  principles 

Making  New  Treaties 

In  the  beginning,  colonial  and  Canadian  governments  made  treaties 
only  with  First  Nations  and  then,  only  some  First  Nations.  In  recent 
years,  Canada  has  come  to  a few  new  treaty-like  agreements,  including 
those  with 

* Inuit  and  Crees  (and  later  the  Naskapi)  of  Dames  Bay  and  Northern 

Quebec  (1975  and  1978 

* Inuvialuit  (and  later  Inuit)  of  the  Northwest  Territories  (1984  and 

1993) 

* Yukon  First  Nations  (1993) 

* the  Nisga'a  in  British  Columbia  (1996) 

But  many  nations  still  have  no  treaty  of  any  kind.  We  believe  that  those 
without  a treaty,  accord,  compact  or  other  agreement  clarifying  their 
relationship  with  Canada  have  the  right  to  seek  one.  For  its  part,  Canada 
has  a duty  to  conclude  such  treaties. 

We  propose  a new  treaty  process  to  lead  the  way  to  reconciliation 


between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  people  over  the  next  20  years. 

An  agreed  treaty  process  can  be  the  mechanism  for  implementing 
virtually  all  the  recommendations  in  our  report  indeed,  it  may  be  the 
only  legitimate  way  to  do  so. 

The  main  objectives  of  a new  treaty-making  process  would  be  to 

* establish  the  full  jurisdiction  of  those  nations  as  part  of  an 
Aboriginal  order  of  government 

* expand  the  land  and  resource  base  under  their  control 

Canadians  may  ask  why,  after  so  many  years  of  broken  promises  and 

dashed  hopes.  Aboriginal  people  would  put  any  faith  in  a new  process. 

We  believe  that  their  trust  can  be  rekindled  and  their  participation 
gained  if  the  new  treaty  process  is  given  a dramatic  foundation  in  word 
and  deed  in  keeping  with  its  stature  as  a tool  of  statecraft. 

To  set  the  stage,  we  recommend  that  Parliament  declare  its  support  for 
the  treaty  relationship  in  the  form  of  a new  Royal  Proclamation.  By 
itself,  a new  proclamation  will  change  nothing;  it  needs  to  be  backed  up 
by  companion  legislation  setting  out  guiding  principles  for  the  treaty 
processes  and  establishing  new  decision-making  bodies,  independent 
of  government,  to  conduct  them. 

One  major  piece  of  companion  legislation  would  be  an  Aboriginal 
Treaties  Implementation  Act  with  the  following  provisions: 

* It  would  establish  a process  for  recognized  Aboriginal  nations  to 

renew  existing  treaties  or  negotiate  new  ones. 

* It  would  set  out  processes  and  principles  to  guide  negotiation. 

* Its  guiding  principles  would  include  a commitment  to  implement 

existing  treaties  according  to  their  spirit  and  intent  and  to 
renegotiate  treaty  terms  on  which  there  was  no  meeting  of  minds 
when  they  were  originally  set  down. 

* It  would  establish  regional  treaty  commissions  to  convene  and 

manage  the  negotiation  process,  with  advice  from  the  Aboriginal 
Lands  and  Treaties  Tribunal  on  certain  issues.  To  achieve 
legitimacy,  treaty  commissions  would  act  at  arm's  length  from 
government.  Their  job  would  not  be  to  determine  the  outcome  of 
negotiations  but  to  facilitate  the  process.  Each  treaty  will  be  the 
result  of  a political  agreement,  freely  entered  into  by  all  parties  and 
agreed  to  by  their  constituencies. 

Existing  treaties  can,  should  and  must  be  fulfilled,  and  the  treaty 
relationship  should  be  extended  to  all  Aboriginal  nations.  If  done 
honestly  and  fairly,  treaty  making  can  restore  the  form  and  feeling  of 
partnership  in  relations  between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  people. 

Canada  can  afford  to  do  this.  Indeed,  Canada  cannot  afford  not  to  do  it, 
for  the  cost  of  maintaining  Aboriginal  people  in  a state  of  dependence 
and  social  disorganization  measured  in  human  distress,  lost 
productivity  and  proliferating  government  programs  is  enormous,  as 
we  show  in  Chapter  5. 
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This  multi-part  series  will  be  presented  over  the  next  several  issues. 
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I fully  meant  to  send  you  a report  about  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Aboriginal  Peoples's  hearings  held  at  McGill  last  month.  However, 
there  was  just  so  much  information  given  there,  so  many  debates 
held,  so  many  divergent  opinions  given  that  I have  not  been  able  to 
organize  my  thoughts  into  something  of  reasonable  length. 


I think  the  series  of  articles  you  have  been  running  in  WI 
from  Don  Rayment  on  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples  in 
Canada  is  excellent.  For  this  reason  I do  not  intend  to  try  to 
inform  the  readers  what  a detailed  document  RCAP  ( Royal  Commission 
on  Aboriginal  Peoples)  is.  I would  like  to  make  a few  comments, 
however,  on  the  Conference  on  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Aboriginal  Peoples  that  I attended  at  McGill  University  , Montreal 
Quebec  on  31  January  - 2 February  called  Forging  a " New 
Relationship. " 

The  report  done  over  five  years  examines  almost  every  aspect 
of  Aboriginal  life  in  Canada  - from  the  impact  of  the  first 
colonists  on  traditional  life,  to  the  problems  of  displacement, 
poverty,  substandard  living  conditions  and  government  policies  of 
assimilation.  (The  only  main  topic  not  covered  was  the  problems 
for  Quebec  natives  should  Quebec  separate  from  Canada).  At  this 
first  major  public  discussion  on  the  report,  McGill  brought  in  as 
many  people  with  divergent  opinions  as  possible.  Many  speakers 
were  aboriginal  leaders...  some  academics...  some  professionals. 

Reaction  to  the  report  was  not  all  positive.  This  came  from 
as  different  sources  as  aboriginal  women  who  feared  the  band 
councils  being  given  too  much  more  power;  to  the  advisor  to  the 
Reform  Party  Thomas  Flanagan  who  called  the  report  "politically 
unrealistic"  and  rejected  the  idea  of  recognizing  independence  of 
Aboriginal  nations;  to  aboriginal  lawyer  Daniel  Russell  who  felt 
the  recommendations  would  produce  little  change  in  fact  and  gave 
aboriginal  people  less  control  of  their  own  justice  then  the 
recommendations  which  were  not  accepted  in  the  Charletown  accord. 

Daniel  Turp  of  the  University  of  Montreal  and  one  of  the 
contenders  for  leader  of  the  Bloc  Quebecois  Party  tried 
(unsuccessfully  in  my  view)  to  explain  to  the  audience  how  the  aims 
of  the  First  Nations  and  those  of  the  Quebec  nationalists  are  one 
and  the  same  and  they  are  fighting  the  same  war  and  the  same  side. 
He  suggested  a relationship  of  trust.,  and  true  partnership  with 
all  11  native  nations  in  Quebec  could  exist. 

Most  speakers  however  saw  the  value  in  taking  the  report's 
recommendations  back  to  their  home  communities  and  beginning  the 
debate  there.  Which  ones  and  in  what  form  should  they  be 
implemented.  Mathew  Coon  come.  Grand  Chief  of  the  James  Bay  Cree 
argued  that  " it's  time  for  this  country  to  confront  history" 
because  it  is  the  only  way  " to  diffuse  a social  time  bomb".  He 
continued  " We  must  end  the  dependency  syndrome  on  the  federal 
government  and  the  poverty  of  our  people  and  must  revisit  our 
history  so  we  can  regain  our  self  respect.  " 

Assembly  of  First  Nations  Grand  Chief  Ovide  Mercredi  pointed 
out  the  Aboriginal  people  are  made  to  feel  they  are  " begging  for 
a handful  of  dollars"  while  the  rest  of  Canada  is  " getting  wealthy 
from  the  resources  of  the  First  Nations  of  this  country".  " The 
future  of  our  people,  I'm  sad  to  say,  is  going  to  be  resisted  at 
every  turn  by  people  who  argue  it  costs  too  much  money  to  correct 
the  mistakes.  Canada  was  ranked  by  the  United  Nations  as  the  best 
country  in  the  word  . . . but  First  Nations  do  not  see  this  country 
the  same  way  because  wealth  is  not  shared  with  them". 

Marc-Adelard  Tremblay  one  of  the  authors  of  Hawthorne 
Commission  on  Polar  affairs  of  1964-67  stated  that  much  of  the 
situation  that  the  native  people  found  themselves  in  at  the  time  of 
his  report  has  not  changed.  Many  of  the  recommendations  found  in 
his  report  are  echoed  in  this  report... 30  years  later!  "Native 
peoples  must  be  de-colonized  so  that  they  can  become  full  partners" 
in  Canadian  society.  Some  of  the  3 the  reforms  should  be  acted 
upon  immediately.,  others  will  take  time  but  they  must  be  moved 
upon  and  soon. 

Former  Prime  Minister  of  Canada  Joe  Clark  was  the  final 
speaker-  he  felt  that  the  document  could  lead  to  profound  changes 
in  the  way  Canadians  view  the  native  peoples  and  although  large 
issues  must  still  be  debated  the  debate  must  go  on... 


that  " the  report  must  not  be  shelved".  He  felt  this  report  could 
be  the  turning  point  in  Canadian  history.  " The  status  quo  is  a 
source  of  shame!...  Confrontations  like  Oka  can  be  contagious". 

Tony  Penikett  of  the  Government  of  Saskatchewan  called  the 
report  "valuable  research"  and  endorsed  the  call  for  a new 
relationship.  Penikett  pointed  instead  to  Nunavut...  land  claims 
with  non  extinguishment  of  aboriginal  rights  and  concluded  that  the 
"debate  must  go  on  for  some  time" . 

Will  the  government  heed  the  commission's  advice?  Former  Prime 
Minister  Brian  Mulroney  gave  the  mandate  for  RCAP  in  1991  after  the 
failure  of  the  Meech  Lake  Accord  and  increased  unrest  among  First 
Nations  people  culminated  in  such  crises  as  the  Oka  Stand  off  , 
forced  the  government  to  recognize  that  it  could  no  longer  ignore 
the  problems  facing  Canada's  Aboriginal  populations.  At  the  time 
Canada's  human  rights  commissioner  claimed  Aboriginal  issues  were 
" the  most  glaring  human  rights  problem  in  this  country." 

It  was  feared  at  the  conference  that  the  cost  of  implementing  RCAP 
recommendations  would  be  used  as  an  excuse  to  do  nothing.  The 
federal  government  currently  spends  an  estimated  2.5  billion 
dollars  annually  to  offset  poverty  of  First  Nations  but  lost  income 
and  productivity  costs  the  economy  an  additional  $5  billion  a year. 
However  over  50%  of  the  Aboriginal  population  is  under  the  age  of 
25,  which  will  see  the  price  of  maintaining  the  status  quo  increase 
to  a projected  $11  billion  a year  in  20  years.  RCAP  report 
proposes  an  expenditure  boost  of  $2  billion  a year  for  the  next  15 
- 20  years  to  increase  Aboriginal  economic  development  and 
productivity  in  order  to  end  the  vicious  cycle  of  dependence. 
Michele  Rouleau  of  Montreal  brought  the  cost  of  the  report  ($58 
million)  and  cost  of  implementing  the  reforms  into  clearer  focus 
when  he  compared  it  to  the  $200  million  spent  during  the  Oka  crisis 
in  1990.  How  many  more  Oka's  will  happen  if  we  do  not  more  ahead. 

He  spoke  of  the  need  for  a change  in  attitude.  Canadians  must 
recognize  their  history  and  respect  First  Nations.  He  felt  there 
was  an  urgent  need  for  information  in  the  general  public  to  educate 
them  on  native  reality  and  felt  money  spent  on  Canadian  flags  would 
have  been  better  spent  on  this  education. 

The  debate  must  now  be  taken  back  to  the  native  communities. 
There  The  People  must  decide  on  what  and  how  they  want  to  implement 
the  recommendations.  Then  pressure  must  be  put  on  the  Canadian 
government  in  power  at  that  time  to  move.  Several  things  should  be 
done  immediately  however  by  the  Canadian  government.  The  Canadian 
government  some  years  back  apologized  to  the  Japanese  Canadians  who 
were  mistreated  during  WW  11.  It  is  time  for  them  to  acknowledge 
that  " the  main  policy  direction  pursued...  first  by  colonial  then 
by  Canadian  governments  has  been  wrong."  Recognition  of  the 
country's  true  history  must  come  before  a renewed  relationship 
between  Aboriginal  and  non  Aboriginal  people.  Furthermore,  the 
provision  of  an  adequate  land  and  resource  base  are  necessary  for 
Aboriginal  communities  to  become  self-sufficient.  An  independent 
land  claims  tribunal,  to  process  land  claims  as  quickly  as  possible 
must  be  set  up...  land  claims  now  are  between  peoples  of  uneven 
power  and  this  power  imbalance  must  be  rectified. 

It  is  time  for  the  Aboriginal  Peoples  of  Canada  to  take  their 
futures  back  into  their  own  hands... and  time  for  the  People  of 
Canada  to  force  their  government  to  recognize  the  necessary  changes 
demanded  upon  them  and  be  ready  to  pay  for  them. 
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Thanks  to  Bill  for  Transcribing  these  critical  speeches  from  the  Winter 

NCAI.  The  next  few  issues  will  include  speeches  from  the  following: 

1.  NCAI  President  Ron  Allen 

2.  Senator  Daniel  Inouye  (D-HI) 

3.  Representative  Patrick  Kennedy  (D-RI) 

4.  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt ... cincluded  in  issue  05.008> 

5.  Senator  John  McCain  (R-AZ) cincluded  in  issue  05.007> 

NCAI  Winter  Session  Grand  Hyatt  Washington  Washington,  DC  January  21-24, 

1997 

Honorable  Daniel  Inouye(D-Hi)  Vice  Chairman;  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee 

Thank  you  very  much,  Mr.  President.  Fellow  Americans,  brothers  and 
sisters,  ten  years  ago  I was  first  invited  to  address  one  of  your 
conferences.  I'  m afraid  that  initial  invitation  was  rather  sad  because  the 
crowd  was  less  than  thirty.  But  since  then  the  NCAI  has  grown  in  size  and 
stature  and  influence  and  it  pleases  me  once  again  to  report  to  you  on  the 
activities  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Early  this  morning,  just  two  days  after  the  inauguration  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  I know  that  many  of  you  are  here  in  this  Capitol  to 
celebrate,  but  I believe  that  most  of  your  are  here  because  you  are 
concerned  about  what  lies  ahead.  In  his  inaugural  address  the  President 
spoke  of  the  promise  of  the  future,  the  future  which  as  we  observed  to  be 
determined  first  and  foremost  in  the  hearts  of  every  citizen  of  this  great 
nation.  With  that  thought  in  mind,  I believe  it  is  appropriate  that  we 
gather  here  this  morning  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  year  as  well  as  the 
new  session  of  Congress,  to  examine  the  challenges  as  well  as  the 
opportunities  that  will  undoubtedly  confront  us  in  the  days  ahead. 

As  to  the  challenges,  the  first  warning  signals  have  already  been  sent 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  form  of  measures  that  have  been 
introduced  earlier  this  year.  One  of  which  will  treat  the  revenues  from 
Indian  gaming  as  unrelated  business  income  for  the  purpose  of  federal 
taxation.  Another  bill  to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  Indian  Gaming  Act 
that  would  essentially  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  states  to  all 
aspects  of  any  gaming  that  is  conducted  on  Indian  lands.  In  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  we  saw  acts  that  extended  taxing  authorities  of 
state  and  local  governments  to  commercial  and  retail  activities  on  Indian 
land  as  well  as  proposals  to  retain  federal  Indian  trust  land  on  state 
and  local  property  tax  rolls.  There  was  a discussion  of  applying  a 'means 
test'  with  the  allocation  of  federal  corporation  Indian  programs  and  several 
studies  were  commissioned  to  determine  the  extend  of  tribal  revenues  that 
could  serve  as  offsets  for  the  purpose  of  diminishing  federal  responsibility 
for  US  treaty  obligations. 

In  the  final  days  of  the  last  Congress,  a provision  was  included  in  the 
Interior  Appropriations  bill  which  would  have  authorized  tribes  to  be  sued 
in  state  and  federal  courts  by  property  owners  and  would  have  waived  the 
sovereign  immunity  of  all  tribal  governments  for  these  purposes.  Although 
that  provision  did  not  become  law,  another  amendment  to  the  Interior  Bill 
was  enacted  which  singles  out  one  tribe  and  prohibits  that  tribe  from 
serving  it's  prerogatives  under  the  Indian  Gaming  Regulatory  Act  on  the 
Indians  own  land. 

Note:  The  Tribe  in  reference  is  the  Narragansett  of  Rhode 
Island.  Rep.  Patrick  Kennedy  has  been  actively 
involved  in  trying  to  correct  this  injustice.  The 
T&H  Executive  Council  joined  in  the  protest  assembly 
on  the  Capitol  Grounds  on  January  21,  1997 

These  are  clear  and  dangerous  assaults  on  the  sovereignty  of  Tribal 
governments,  and  this  threat  is  not  just  to  one  tribe  or  one  nation,  but  to 
all  of  Indian  Country.  Just  bear  this  in  mind,  an  attack  on  one  tribe  is 
an  attack  on  all  of  you.  And  we  must  deal  with  them  as  such  when  they 
resurface  in  this  session,  as  I'm  sure  they  will.  We  can  also  seize  upon 
these  challenges  and  turn  them  into  opportunities,  as  your  President 


indicated,  to  educate  members  of  the  Congress  and  the  American  public  with 
regard  to  the  history  of  Federal/Indian  relations. 

Much  has  happened  in  the  last  ten  years.  Ten  years  ago,  I believe,  there 
were  less  than  twenty  publications  available  in  public  book  stores  on 
Indian  history  or  treaty  relations.  Today,  there  are  literally  hundreds. 
Books  for  every  grade  level,  books  of  every  nature.  Ten  years  ago,  there 
was  not  a single  movie  that  presented  the  picture  of  the  Native  Americans  in 
it's  true  light.  Today,  we  have  many.  So,  much  has  happened  through  work 
of  this  organization  to  bring  about  a better  understanding  of  what  happens 
in  Indian  Country.  There  is  much  more  to  be  done,  we  must  educate  ourselves 
as  well  as  members  of  Congress  on  the  constitutional  basis  of  Indian 
sovereignty. 

Most  Americans  don't  realize  that,  they  don't  realize  that  your  sovereignty 
is  based  upon  treaties,  a lot  of  treaties  - 800  of  them.  Of  that  800, 

430  were  ratified  by  the  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  370  still  lying 
in  the  vault.  Of  the  430  treaties  that  were  ratified,  I'm  sad  to  report 
to  you  that  we  have  violated  provisions  of  every  single  one  of  them! 

The  assault  on  your  sovereignty  is  nothing  new,  it's  been  going  on  for  many 
generations.  But  now,  we  have  a powerful  voice  in  this  room  to  let  the 
world  know  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  know  that  there  are 
commitments  that  call  upon  these  treaties.  For  example,  yours  is  the  first 
pre-paid  health  insurance  program.  You've  paid  for  that,  not  only  with 
your  land,  but  with  your  lives.  So  it  is  not  a matter  of  begging  for 
something,  you  are  entitled  to  it  by  law  and  by  treaties  and  by  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land.  So  we  should  educate  our  fellow  Americans  that 
the  reason  that  Tribal  sovereignty  to  economic  growth  and  the  well  being 
of  Native  communities.  During  the  past  ten  years,  the  one  word  that  I have 
repeated  time  and  again  as  being  the  most  important  word  in  the  Indian 
Community  is  sovereignty.  Without  that,  you  won't  be  sitting  here. 
Sovereignty  is  the  key  word. 

Last  September,  a very  highly  regarded  professor  and  student  of  economic 
development  of  Indian  Country,  Flarvard  professor  Joseph  Culp,  shared  the 
observation  of  his  many  years  of  study  of  this  area  in  testimony  before  our 
committee.  Professor  Culp  posed  the  question  and  he  answered  that 
question  with  the  results  of  that  study.  His  answer  was  so  important  and 
so  clear  that  I want  to  repeat  it  again.  We  should  repeat  it,  and  repeat 
it  until  we  fully  realize  the  impact  of  this  research:  "What  is  it  that 
accounts  for  the  successful  development  of  economic  development  in  Indian 
Country. " 

He  asked  this  question  of  himself.  And  he  said,  "I'll  read  you  what 
turns  up  a consistent  pattern".  " First,  let  me  address  what  does  not 
explain  why  some  reservations  sustain  reasonably  healthy  economics  and  so 
many  do  not".  "Simply  having  resources,  (natural,  human,  or  financial), 
does  not  account  for  what  the  relatively  successful  tribes  have  been  able 
to  achieve".  "It  is  not  the  case  that  relatively  successful  tribes  are 
those  that  have  good  land  or  resources  or  that  have  higher  rate  of 
educational  attainment  or  have  been  able  to  get  their  hands  on  financial 
capital".  "Up  until  now,  all  the  thoughts  have  been  on  natural  resources, 
get  a lot  of  education,  get  a lot  of  money,  the  success  would  naturally 
come".  "This  study  shows  otherwise,  the  relatively  successful  tribes  in 
the  United  States  all  have  three  indispensable  ingredients  in  common". 

"First,  sovereignty,  second  is  capable  governments,  and  third,  a match 
between  the  type  of  government  the  tribe  has  and  that  tribe's  cultural  norms 
regarding  the  legitimate  political  power."  "There  should  be  a relationship 
between  political  power  and  the  cultural  past".  "With  regard  to 
sovereignty,  defacto  sovereignty  is  a necessary  prerequisite  for  economic 
development  on  America's  Indian  Reservations".  "By  defacto,  I mean  genuine 
decision  making  control  over  the  running  of  tribal  affairs  and  the  use  of 
tribal  resources".  "For  example,  who  is  really  deciding  how  many  trees  get 
cut,  the  tribal  council,  or  BIA?"  Who  is  really  deciding  how  the  housing 
money  is  spent,  you  or  Washington,  D.C?  Who  is  really  deciding  whether  the 
venture  will  be  struck  with  the  outside  investments?  When  the  answer  to 
these  questions  is,  'the  tribes',  defacto  sovereignty  was  being  exercised. 

You  should  ask  yourself  who  decides  what  trees  will  be  cut  on  you  land,  if 
the  answer  is  Washington,  D.C.,  then  something  is  wrong  with  your 


sovereignty.  While  the  legal  status  of  Indian  sovereignty  waxes  and  wanes 
between  the  federal  court  systems  and  legislation  it  is  still  the  case  that 
an  assertive  and  capable  tribe  can  take  primary  control  of  many  economic 
decisions  away  from  the  leading  contenders  of  such  power,  the  state 
government,  the  BIA,  other  federal  agencies. 

Professor  Culp  said  that  study  after  study,  case  after  case,  where  we  see 
sustained  economic  development,  tribal  decision  making  has  effectively 
replaced  the  BIA  as  well  as  other  outside  decision  making.  We  cannot  find 
a single  case  of  sustained  economic  development  where  the  tribe  is  not  in 
the  drivers  seat.  That  is  the  key,  who  is  in  the  drivers  seat?  The 
reason  why  tribal  sovereignty  is  so  crucial  to  successful  development  is 
clear,  as  long  as  the  BIA  or  some  other  outside  organization  carries 
primary  responsibility  for  economic  conditions  on  Indian  Reservations, 
development  decisions  will  tend  to  reflect  outsiders  agenda,  not  your  agenda. 
It  will  be  the  decision  maker's  agenda.  If  we  look  back  on  the  history  of 
federal/Indian  policy  in  the  20th  century,  it  is  not  a coincidence  that  it 
is  only  been  in  the  year  of  self-determination  that  a significant  number  of 
reservations  have  begun  to  break  the  cycle  of  poverty  and  dependence. 

Sovereignty  is  one  of  the  primary  development  resources  tribes  can  have 
and  the  reinforcement  of  tribal  sovereignty  under  self-determination  should 
be  the  central  thrust  of  public  policy.  That  should  be  the  central  theme  of 
this  organization.  One  of  the  quickest  ways  to  bring  development  to  a halt 
and  prolong  the  impoverished  conditions  of  reservations  would  be  to  further 
undermine  the  sovereignty  of  Indian  tribes.  In  my  view,  and  I hope  it  will 
be  your  view,  these  findings  of  Professor  Culps  research  are  precisely  what 
decision  makers  and  policy  makers  at  the  federal  level  and  Congress  and  the 
Executive  Branch  need  to  understand.  They  must  see  the  relationship  between 
sovereignty  and  success  in  your  land. 

This  year  for  the  first  time  in  our  history  the  President  will  be  able  to 
exercise  a new  authority  - the  line  item  veto.  It  has  never  been  exercised 
in  our  Nation's  history  so  at  this  moment  we  have  no  idea  how  the 
President  will  use  this  new  power.  As  it  can  affect  the  funding  for 
Indian  programs,  it  seems  to  be  very  critical  that  the  President  exercise 
his  authority  within  the  context  of  tribal  government  sovereignty  as  the 
primary  decision  makers  on  tribal  lands.  We  must  get  that  message  to  the 
President  and  to  Congress  on  the  importance  of  sovereignty.  The  same 
understanding  of  the  importance  of  tribal  sovereignty  must  inform  the 
actions  taken  to  reauthorize  several  of  the  environmental  laws,  including 
the  clean  water  act  and  super  fund  projects. 

We  can  look  at  the  various  proposals  as  challenges  or  instead  as 
opportunities  to  tell  the  Indian's  story,  to  cause  lawmakers  and 
appropriators  to  think  about  the  larger  policy  framework,  the  historical, 
legal  and  practical  by  which  federal  actions  has  and  should  be  shaped. 

There,  is  a another  focus  on  the  federal  policy  that  we  must  never  forget, 
and  which  must  be  applied  to  Indian  Country.  The  Indians,  (and  the 
President  has  quoted  it  in  this  way)  "It  is  time  for  us  to  recognize  the 
simple  and  profound  truth,  that  by  including  the  lives  of  women,  we  are 
making  a vital  investment  in  America's  future.  By  investing  in  women,  we 
enable  them  to  reach  their  fullest  potential  as  individuals  and  as  members 
of  our  society.  Where  women  thrive,  their  families  thrive,  where  families 
thrive,  communities  flourish  and  our  nation  reaps  the  benefits." 

I realize  that  this  might  not  be  easy  for  some  to  fully  adopt  this  or  make 
it  a policy  and  life  because  for  a long  time  we  have  been  deluged  to  the 
profiles  of  the  'brave  Indian  warrior'  the  head  of  the  household,  the 
supreme  commander.  But  if  you  look  deeply  into  the  history  of  Indian 
affairs  you  will  find  that  throughout  the  ages,  women  have  not  only  been 
honored  but  they  have  been  looked  upon  as  family  keepers  and  family 
makers.  When  it  comes  to  education,  your  ancestors  looked  upon  the  women 
of  the  tribe  to  be  in  the  forefront.  Health  care  for  our  children  and 
young  people,  and  today  when  it  comes  to  youth  violence,  crime  and  drug 
abuse,  opportunity  to  act  for  working  Americans,  working  family  child  care 
act.  All  of  these  set  forth  the  importance  of  women.  So  these  measures 
present  an  opportunity  not  only  for  the  national  debate  to  proceed  on  the 
important  priorities  of  our  society,  but  an  opportunity  to  target  special 
significance  to  the  areas  of  greatest  need.  I need  not  tell  you  that  many 


times  the  greatest  need  is  found  in  Indian  Country. 

Tribal  communities  have  the  opportunity  to  make  sure  that  the  refinements 
of  last  years  welfare  reform  will  respond  to  the  needs  of  Indian  children 
and  Indian  families.  In  this  session  of  Congress,  if  the  committee's 
budget  will  enable  it,  I hope  that  we  can  bring  the  committee  to  Indian 
Country. 

We  will  see  the  forums  in  which  those  of  us  from  Congress  and  the 
Executive  Branch  could  spend  a day  or  two  in  each  region  of  Indian  Country 
listening  to  concerns  and  priorities  of  Native  people,  men,  women,  and 
children  and  young  adults,  and  most  importantly,  respected  elders.  As  I 
have  in  the  past,  I pledge  to  carry  your  message  from  your  homes  to  the 
Nation's  Capital.  I pledge  to  work  with  each  of  you  and  those  of  you  who 
represent  the  the  shape  of  the  future  of  Indian  Country. 

Yesterday,  I had  the  great  honor  of  being  invited  to  be  a guest  at  the 
rededication  of  the  special  exhibit  at  the  Pentagon,  an  exhibit  of  the  Navajo 
Code  Talkers.  As  I sat  through  the  ceremony,  I couldn't  help  but  reflect 
that  in  this  century  many  things  happened  that  Americans  didn't  hear  about. 
Not  just  the  Code  Talkers,  which  was  a great  secret  until  1968,  it  was 
classified.  Nobody  knew  about  the  contributions  of  the  Navajo  warriors  as 
it  made  our  Marines  possible  to  have  all  these  great  victories  from 
Guadalcanal  to  Iwo  lima.  But  there  is  another  historical  fact  that  most 
Americans  are  not  aware  of.  As  a result,  a false  stereotype  has  been  built 
up  in  America  that  Indians  are  "Gimme-Gimme-Gimme"  "all  they  do  is  come 
to  Washington  and  ask  but  never  provide  anything".  Well,  I am  a veteran 
and  I served  in  WWII  and  I made  it  a point  to  check  on  our  fellow  veterans. 

I found  to  my  amazement  many  years  ago,  that  on  a per-capita  basis,  more 
men  and  women  of  Native  American  Indian  ancestry  put  on  the  uniform  of 
our  country  to  put  themselves  in  harms  way  than  any  other  ethnic  group. 

There  were  more  Indians  in  Desert  Storm  on  a per  capita  basis,  than  any 
other  ethnic  group.  Yesterday  at  the  small  gathering,  there  were  three 

men  you  would  have  been  proud  to  see Tall,  Strong,  Handsome,  they  were 

Native  American  Indians  in  Marine  Uniforms  all  with  rows  of  ribbons.  That's 
the  picture  you  don't  see  in  the  American  forum.  You  check  yourself,  you 
check  your  reservations  and  you'll  find  that  many  are  still  serving.  At 
this  moment,  less  than  one  percent  of  the  population  is  serving  in  the  armed 
forces,  but  if  you  check  your  communities,  you  know  very  well  that  more 
than  one  percent  of  your  population  are  in  the  armed  forces.  So  you  have 
much  to  be  proud  of  and  if  anyone  says  we  are  gimme  people  you  just  tell 
them  we  have  shed  more  blood  than  any  one  of  you. 

In  closing,  I would  like  to  tell  you  that  I'm  looking  forward  to  this 
Session  because  for  the  first  time,  a Native  American  Indian  will  be 
Chairman  of  The  Indian  Affairs  Committee.  It  is  something  that  many  of  us 
have  dreamt  about,  prayed  for  and  it  is  here  now.  And  so,  I look  forward  to 
the  days  and  weeks,  and  months  ahead  when  I can  work  together  with 
Chairman  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  to  bring  about  many  of  the  measures  that 
we  have  talked  about,  and  make  certain  that  shoulder-to-shoulder  we  can 
protect  your  sovereignty.  That  is  item  one  on  the  agenda. 

The  staff  on  the  Indian  Affairs  Committee  will  be  headed  by  chief  counsel, 

Patricia  Zell,  Loretta  Poole,  Michael  lackson,  Ortiz,  a small  staff 

that  has  been  able  to  cope  with  big  problems.  It's  not  the  numbers  that 
counts,  it's  the  quality.  Like  you,  if  you  depended  upon  numbers  you  would 
have  been  overwhelmed  a long  time  ago.  You  have  stood  up  and  remembered 
your  past,  you  have  stood  up  to  all  the  challenges,  and  every  year  you  have 
new  challenges. 

And  finally,  I say  to  you,  I'm  with  you. 

Questions  and  Comments: 

Q.  Senator,  I bring  to  you  from  the  Tribal  leaders  and  the  elders,  the 
greatest  respect  for  you.  We  really  do  appreciate  you  and  speak  for  the 
rest  of  the  congregation  here.  Did  I hear  you  correct  when  you  said  if 
there  was  money  there  you  would  like  to  come  to  the  areas  of  the  Tribes 
and  sit  down  and  talk  to  the  areas  of  the  Tribes,  and  sit  down  and  talk 
to  the  Tribes? 

A.  I plan  this  every  year.  Naturally,  because  of  the  limitations  of  time, 

I cannot  go  to  every  region  every  year.  I will  be  in  two  weeks  going  up  to 


the  Northwest  to  look  at  the  damage  to  look  at  the  damage  done  by  the  recent 
floods  in  Washington  and  Oregon.  I hope  to  go  to  Arizona,  the  plains. 

New  Mexico,  up  north  and  elsewhere.  It's  very  easy  for  me  to  do  that, 
but  I was  hoping  that  we  could  have  more  funds  so  that  more  members  of 
the  Indian  Affairs  Committee  could  go,  not  just  myself.  I will  let  you 
know  when  I am  coming,  I will  give  you  ample  time. 

Q.  When  you  heard  President  Allen  talking  about  unity  and  what  we  need  to 
do  , we're  very  concerned  as  Tribal  Leaders  as  to  what  is  coming  down  and 
what  is  happening  to  us.  The  Tribal  Leaders  what  to  have  meetings  with  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate.  Is  there  any  way  we  can  do  this 
because  yesterday  I spend  a lot  of  time  with  the  Idaho  and  Nevada 
delegation  and  I will  be  back  there  again  this  afternoon,  but  I feel 
uncomfortable  talking  to  them  one-on-one.  Is  there  any  way  that  we  can 
talk  about  educating  these  people  because  the  Tribal  Leaders  want  to  do 
that.  Is  there  any  way  that  we  could  meet  with  the  leaders  of  the  House 
and  Senate  because  when  it  comes  to  the  budget,  it  seems  like  we're  meeting 
with  these  people  we're  trying  to  educate,  but  they  continue  to  cut  our 
funding  so  somewhere  along  the  line  it's  not  working.  We  want  to  hear 
your  suggestions,  your  help,  Mr.Inouye,  is  there  any  way  we  can  change  it? 

A.  It  may  be  uncomfortable  for  you,  but  the  most  effective  way 
communication  with  members  of  Congress  would  be  one-on-one.  Let  me  explain 
to  you.  Mimeograph  letters  mean  nothing!  If  you  wrote  a letter  to  a 
Representative  from  Florida,  it  would  also  mean  nothing  unless  you're  from 
Florida.  You  should  communicate  with  your  Representative,  your  Senator. 

Most  politicians  respond  very  quickly  to  the  perception  of  political  power. 

I spoke  to  you  when  I opened  this  address  about  my  first  meeting  with  the 
NCAI  was  a small  crowd.  The  subject  of  that  address  was  political  power. 

I suggested  to  the  delegates  there  that  they  should  go  the  extra  mile  to 
make  their  votes  count.  At  that  time,  and  even  to  this  day,  the  best 
turnout  for  votes  in  Indian  Country  is  on  the  election  of  Tribal  Leaders, 

I think  the  turnout  for  Tribal  is  about  85%  turnout  for  tribal  elections. 
When  it  comes  to  national  US  elections.  Senate  and  Congress,  ten  years  ago 
the  turnout  was  less  than  ten  percent  and  in  some  cases,  less  than  five 
percent,  the  average  was  less  t han  ten  percent.  If  I were  a Congressman 
representing  the  reservation  with  a turnout  of  votes  less  than  ten  percent, 

I would  ignore  you.  You  don't  count!  If  your  votes  are  big  enough  to  make 
a difference,  I listen  to  you.  I don't  know  if  you  are  aware  of  what 
happened  in  Alaska.  The  natives  there  decided  to  turnout  for  the  election. 
They  got  everyone  excited,  all  of  them  went  to  the  polls,  they  contributed 
to  campaign  kittys,  they  participated  in  the  campaigns  and  as  a result,  half 
of  the  members  of  the  Governor's  cabinet  are  Natives.  In  New  Mexico  it 
made  a difference,  but  if  it  is  going  to  be  less  than  five  percent,  believe 
me,  they  will  ignore  you.  So  it  should  be  one-on-one  with  the  person  who 
will  represent  you. 

Q.  How  would  we  get  to  the  Congressional  people  we  can  get  to.  I know  we 
can  get  to  one  of  the  Senators  from  the  state  of  Washington,  but  we 
cannot  get  to  the  other.  How  can  we  get  to  them  to  educate  them. 

A.  Well,  all  you  can  do  is  to  call  the  office,  or  write  a letter  saying 
you  are  coming  to  Washington  and  would  like  to  drop  by  and  spend  a few 
moments  to  discuss  the  problems  and  concerns.  If  he  doesn't  answer  you 
or  if  he  says  no,  I don't  want  to  meet  with  you,  then  in  your  next 
newsletter  to  your  Tribe,  put  that  in  there.  Say,  I wrote  a letter  to 
Congressmen  so-and-so  , copy  of  the  letter  attached,  asked  for  an 
appointment,  he  ignored  us.  When  the  Congressman  sees  that,  he  will  not 
be  too  happy.  He'll  be  calling  you  and  saying  "I  think  there  was  a mix-up 
in  communications"!  So,  that's  the  only  way.  If  you  fail  the  first 
time,  try  again.  You  know  we're  often  busy,  often  times,  for  example,  if 
someone  wanted  to  see  me  next  Monday  and  Tuesday,  that  would  be  awful 
hard  because  I will  out  of  the  country  on  a special  meeting,  so  it's  not 
possible  to  meet  with  everyone,  but  every  extra  moment  I have,  I spend 
with  Indians. 

I just  looked  at  my  watch  and  in  just  eight  minutes  I'm  supposed  to  be 
interviewed  by  NBC  on  sovereignty. 

At  this  time,  a robe  with  an  Indian  design  was  presented  to  Senator  Inoye 
by  President  Ron  Allen  in  a small  token  of  appreciation  for  all  he  has  done 


for  Indian  Country,  and  his  integrity  and  honor. 


"RE ; Indian  Reality  in  Canada"  

Date:  97/02/24  18:49 

From:  Suzan  Horovitch  <a.horovitch@genie.com> 

Sub j : Indian  Reality  in  Canada 

genie  email 

A " good  news"  story  appeared  recently  in  the  Canadian  Press  about 
one  of  the  largest  aboriginal  groups  in  Ontario.  The  Anishnabek 
Nation's  Grand  Council,  which  represents  32,000  people  from  42 
Ontario  aboriginal  communities  approved  the  formal  inclusion  of 
women  and  elders  in  its  decision-making  process. 

The  move  is  one  of  the  steps  towards  self-government  according  to 
Grand  Chief  Doe  Hare  . " What  we  really  want  to  establish  is  our 

own  agenda"  Hare  said.  "There  is  an  Indian  reality  in  Canada.  I 

think  everybody  has  to  understand  that." 

The  idea  of  a Youth  council  will  be  discussed  in  the  future. 

The  Anishnabek  Nation  was  formerly  called  the  Union  of  Ontario 
Indians.  The  name  change  and  a renewed  stress  on  the  importance  of 
culture  and  tradition  is  part  of  a strategy  to  pull  the  province's 
aboriginal  communities  together.  It  also  falls  under  the 
recommendations  of  the  RCAP  report  which  suggested  aboriginal 
combine  to  form  approximately  60  larger  groups  across  the  country 
to  work  together.  This  pulling  together  will  not  be  easy  as  many 
of  the  communities  have  different  needs  but  in  larger  groups  they 
can  work  from  a better  position  with  the  Canadian  government. 

In  another  report,  this  one  on  CBC  radio,  the  Dene  people 
announced  the  recommendations  of  a study  they  have  done  in  some  of 
their  North  west  territory  communities  on  Justice.  They  plan  on 
taking  control  of  the  Justice  system  in  their  communities  to  a much 
larger  extend.  The  present  system  is  just  not  working  for  their 
people.  At  times,  it  sends  people  out  of  the  community  to  jail 
where  they  can  learn  nothing  while  their  system  would  keep  them  in 
the  community  with  a focus  on  healing,  re-balance  and  re-payment. 

At  other  times  sentences  for  grave  crimes  are  not  strong  enough. 

In  the  past  someone  found  too  violent  to  remain  in  the  community 
would  be  sent  out  alone....  almost  a death  sentence  as  no  other 
people  would  take  them  in.  Today  some  men  found  guilty  of  spousal 
abuse  are  sentenced  only  to  three  months!  It  is  hoped  that  getting 
the  community  involved  in  sentencing  would  help  bring  all  people 
back  into  balance. 

- "RE:  Poem:  Eagle  Feather  at  SeyBold"  — 

Date:  Fri,  20  Sep  1996  18:38:55  -0700 
From:  Turtle  Heart  <turtle@soft21.s21.com> 

Sub j : Eagle  Feather  at  SeyBold :Sept  9-13 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Eagle  Feather  at  SeyBold 
San  Francisco 
Reg  # 175  1933 

Exhibitor  Badge_  September  9-13  1996 
he  was  the  one  grandfather 

said  they  could  have  the  one  who  had  the  eagle  feather 

the  one  who  went  there 

eating  the  wind  of  the  rushing  feet 

making  it  into  smoke 

keeping  his  belly  covered  up 

walking  behind  a feather 


they  come  up  behind  it 
not  in  front  of  it 
he  was  just  passing  by 

he  was  the  one  grandmother  was  sending 

Tobacco  Indian 
copyright  1996/AICAP 
http://aicap.s21.com 

"RE : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  97/02/16  23:19 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Flawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  2-8 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

2 

Listen  if  you  would  hear  the  music  of  the  land. 

3 

Imitate  nature  in  your  art. 

4 

Give  one  blessing  for  every  two  you  receive. 

5 

Never  refuse  a gift  of  the  land. 

6 

Heed  well  the  voice  of  your  heart. 

7 

Give  to  the  land  more  than  you  take. 

8 

The  song  of  the  sea  is  neverending. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

- "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  27  February  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Fri,  21  Feb  1997  10:52:54  -0500 

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  <mnation@axess . com> 
Sub j : New  York  State  Taxation  Issue 

League  of  First  Nations  Meeting 
Agenda:  New  York  State  Taxation  Issue 
at  the  Radisson  Hotel  and  Suites 
(Across  from  the  Buffalo  Airport) 

4243  Genesee  St.,  Buffalo,  NY 
(716)  634-2300 

Monday,  February  24,  1997 
10:00  am  to  5:00  pm 


Please  call:  1-800-877-8682 


for  registration  and  further  information 
Hosted  by  the  Native  Business  Association 


Date:  Mon,  24  Feb  1997  09:24:37  -0600 
From:  Dohn  Berry  <berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)  KS  - Ellis  County  Fair  Inter-Tribal  Pow  Wow 

ELLIS  COUNTY  FAIR  INTER-TRIBAL  POW-WOW 

CONTEST  POW-WOW 

$1,000  in  Prize  Money 

Hays,  Kansas 

Dates:  Duly  21-22,  1997 

Location:  Ellis  County  Fairgrounds  - Hays,  Kansas  Exit  # 157  off  1-70 

Food  Stands  Welcome 
Craft  Stands  Welcome 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Dim  Davis  - Kickapoo 
Head  Woman  Dancer:  Dee  Gutierrez  - Kickapoo 
Arena  Director:  Skup  Noxsha  - Kickapoo 

Pow-Wow  Director:  A1  Nocktonick  - Citizen  Band,  Potawatomi 
Master  of  Ceremonies:  Cy  Ahtone  - Kiowa 
Head  Drum:  White  Buffalo  Singers  of  Oklahoma 
Drum  Chief:  Tim  Tieyah  - Comanche 

ALL  DRUMS  WELCOME 

For  More  Information.  Please  Write  or  Call 

A1  Nocktonick 

Pow-Wow  Director 

708  West  11th  Street 

Ellis,  KS  67637 

(913)  726-4405 

EVERYONE  WELCOME  - PUBLIC  INVITED 
NO  ALCOHOL  OR  DRUGS 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  ACCIDENTS  OR  THEFT 


Date:  23  Feb  1997  10:28:20  -0500 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

This  event  listing  has  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native  Events  Calendar 
Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 


4th  Annual  Indian  Education  Benefit  Pow  Wow 
Date:  5/3/1997 

State:  KS  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

1:00  - 11:00  p.m. 

Free  Admission 

Haskell  Indian  Nations  University  Pow  Wow  Grounds 
Lawrence,  KS 
Dance  Contest: 

Grades  K-12 
Tiny  Tots 
Prizes : 

1st  $70.00 
2nd  $50.00 
3rd  $25.00 
Dance  Categories: 

Girls : 

Cloth  / Buckskin  / Fancy  / Dingle 
Boys : 

So.  Straight  / No.  Traditional  / Fancy  / Grass 
Schedule  Of  Events 


1:00  - 5:00  Gourd  Dance 
5:00  - 6:00  Supper  Break 
6:00  - 7:00  Gourd  Dance 
7:00  Grand  Entry 

All  Specials  Held  During  Gourd  Dance 

Master  of  Ceremonies  - Terry  Adams  Bartlesville,  OK 

Head  Singer  - David  Powell  Kansas  City,  MO 

Head  Man  - Norbit  Bellinger  Peever,  SD 

Head  Lady  - Bonnie  Bellinger  Peever, SD 

Head  Boy  - Philip  Wahwahsuck  Lawrence,  KS 

Head  Girl  - Shannon  Wanna  Lawrence,  KS 

Head  Gourd  Dancer  - Richard  Morgan  Tulsa,  OK 

Head  Boy  Gourd  Dancer  - Dacob  Coffey  Bartlesville,  OK 

Color  Guard  - Native  American  Color  Guard  of  Broken  Arrow  OK 

NO  ALCOHOL  OR  DRUGS  ALLOWED 
NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  ACCIDENTS 

For  More  Info  Contact: 

Bruce  & Lee  Ann  Martin  (913)  843-5423 
David  Cade  (913)  865-4047 
Myrna  Benson  (913)  838-3369 


Run  for  Freedom 
Date:  6/19/1997 

State:  Multiple  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

The  American  Indian  Movement  Support  Groups  of  Ohio  and  Northern  Kentucky 
present  THE  RUN  FOR  FREEDOM 

This  run  is  in  support  of  the  "Bring  Peltier  Home"  Campaign 
led  by  Dennis  3.  Banks 

The  run  will  start  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio  on  Dune  8th  and  arrive  in 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma  on  Dune  19th  - the  first  day  of  the  international 
conference.  All  runners  and  all  supporters  are  invited  to  participate  in 
this  12  day  multi-cultural  event. 

This  run  will  carry  the  clear  message  that  it  is  time  for  Peltier 
Clemency  NOW! ! 

21  YEARS  IS  LONG  ENOUGH!!! 

For  more  information  please  call: 

Bill  Boswell  (513)797-8944 
OR 

Dim  Torsen  (513)943-1229 
OR  WRITE: 

"Run  for  Freedom" 

2851  Lindale-Mt.  Holly  Rd. 

Amelia,  Ohio  45102 
To  the  Four  Directions  Peace 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


ANNUAL  EASTERN  DELAWARE  NATION  POW-WOW 
Date:  6/22/1997 

State:  PA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Sullivan  County  Fairgrounds  (at  World's  End  State  Park) 
Forksville,  PA. 

Dune  20,21,  & 22,  1997 
Admission  $ 4.00  (under  12  free) 

Group  rates  or  more  info  call:  (717)  924-9082 
Fri.20,  Traders,  Craftsmen,  Dewelry,  Furs,  Blankets,  Food 
Sat. 21,  Traditional-Grand  Entry,  12  noon 
Sun. 22,  Competition-  12-2  p.m.  & 4-5  p.m. 


More  info:  E-mail  bear7@ptd.net 


Date:  22  Feb  1997  13:48:45  -0500 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

This  event  listing  has  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native  Events  Calendar 
Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 


8th  Annual  U of  Iowa  AISA  Powwow 
Date:  4/13/1997 

State:  IA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

University  of  Iowa 

Recreation  Building  on  Stadium  Dr. 

Iowa  City,  Iowa 
April  11-13 

For  more  information.  Contact  American  Indian 
Student  Association  @ (319)335-6883  or 
Tammy:  tmcalpine@blue.weeg.uiowa.edu  or 
Nicole : nwynos@blue . weeg . uiowa . edu 


2nd  Annual  POWWOW 
Date:  4/5/1997 

State:  NM  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

NORTHERN  NEW  MEXICO  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

2ND  ANNUAL  AISES  POW-WOW 

APRIL  5TH,  1997 

SPONSORED  BY  THE  AISES  CLUB 

WE  ONCE  AGAIN  WELCOME  ALL  DANCERS 

DRUMS  AND  ARTS/CRAFTS  VENDORS! ! ! ! 

For  more  info  Please  Contact  Pow-wow  Coordinators : (by  phone, smoke  or  E-mail) 
*Dulia  Abeyta  - Native  American  Coordinator  at:  (505)747-2141 
or  E-mail  at:  jabeyta@nnm.cc.nm.us 
*Daniel  W.  Begay  - President  of  NNMCC  AISES  Club  at:  (505)753-8200 
or  E-mail  at:  wolfgang@nnm.cc.nm.us 
*Charlene  Tsoodle  Marcus  - NPI  Coordinator  at:  (505)  747-2194 

or  E-mail  at:  charlene@nnm.cc.nm.us 

The  Aises  Club  at  Northern  New  Mexico  Comm.  College  would  like  to  invite 
all  of  you  to  the  beautiful  down  town  Espanola  Valley,  for  our  2nd 
Annual  Pow-wow. 


CONFERENCE  ON  NATIVE  AMERICAN  LITERATURE 
Date:  5/17/1997 

State:  OR  Country:  USA  Type:  Conference 

http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~slarson/conf.html 

ETHNICITY  AND  THE  PROBLEM  OF  MULTICULTURAL  IDENTITY: 

"Where  Do  You  Come  From,  Where  Do  You  Go" 

May  15,  16,  17,  1997 
University  of  Oregon,  Eugene,  OR 

NOTE:  The  Conference  is  sponsored  by  the  Oregon  Humanities  Center,  a 
non-profit  organization.  Hence  there  is  NO  REGISTRATION  FEE! 

DESCRIPTION: 

There  are  a number  of  issues  that  co-exist  with  Native  American 
literature.  These  issues  have  evolved  as  part  of  essentialization 
of  identity,  and  include  concerns  about  cultural  sovereignty  and 
ownership,  as  well  as  concerns  related  to  cultural  diversity,  all 
of  which  have  become  part  of  the  clash  and  conversation  of  Native 
American  and  mainstream  intellectuals. 

"Where  do  you  come  from,  where  do  you  go,"  the  refrain  of  an 
American  Folk  song  titled  "Cotton  Eyed  Doe,"  refers  to  the  state 


of  Native  American  intellectual  history  and  mainstream  thinking  as 
we  near  the  close  of  the  century.  Much  has  happened  in  modern 
Indian  lives,  as  reflected  in  various  literatures  written  by  and 
about  them.  It  also  seems  appropriate  at  this  time  to  look  to  the 
future  as  a means  of  considering  what  might  happen  in  light  of 
what  has  come  before. 

We  are  indeed  fortunate  to  have  so  many  leading  Native  American 
and  mainstream  intellectuals  consent  to  gather  here.  The  joining  of 
such  voices  in  reflection  on  insights  gained  from  past  experience, 
issues  of  present  concern,  and  speculation  about  the  future,  is  a 
significant  unifying  force. 

N.  Scott  Momaday,  lames  Welch,  Arnold  Krupat,,  Gerald  Vizenor, 
among  other  speakers  and  writers  will  be  here. 

Native-Lit  Home  Page 
http://www.uwm.edu/People/mwilson/ 


8th  Annual  Western  Michigan  University  Powwow 
Date:  4/6/1997 

State:  MI  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Native  American  Student  Organization 
Western  Michigan  University 
8th  Annual  Contest  Pow-wow 
April  5 and  6,  1997 
University  Arena 

M.C.  Clarence  Syrette,  Ojibwe 

Head  Vet.  Frank  Bush,  Potawatomi 

Head  Female  Shannon  Martin,  Ojibwe-Potawatomi 

Host  drum  Whitefish  Irs. 

Co-Host  Drum  White  Thunder  Singers 
Arena  Director  Phil  Francisco,  Dakota  Sioux 
For  more  Information: 

NASO 

Box  100  Faunce 

Western  Michigan  University 

Kalamazoo,  MI  49008 

or  call  616-387-2279  or 

Http: //dosaweb. faunce. wmich .edu/org/na so 


From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Date:  22  Feb  1997  13:15:50  -0500 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 


Percy  Little  Eagle  Memorial  Dance 
Date:  4/11/1997 

State:  MO  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
Remembrance,  April  11  At  6:00  p.m. 

April  12  & 13,  1997 
William  Chrisman  Gym 
1223  N.  Noland 
Independence,  Missouri 
Schedule  Of  Events: 

Friday 

6:00  p.m.  Remembrance  Period 
Saturday 

1:00  - 4:30  p.m.  - Gourd  & War  Dance 
5:00  p.m.  - Supper  Break 
6:30  p.m.  - Grand  Entry 
Sunday 

12:00  - 1:30  p.m.  - Gourd  Dance 
2:00  p.m.  - Grand  Entry 
Master  of  Ceremonies  - Manny  King 
Co-Master  of  Ceremonies  - Rob  Dougherty 
Head  Gourd  Dancer  - David  Knoxsah 


Head  Southern  Singer  - Steve  Kinder 
Head  Northern  Singer  - Eddie  Padilla 
Head  Man  Dancer  - Randy  Falcon 
Head  Lady  Dancer  - Flo  Noear 
Head  Teen  Boy  - Michael  Harris 
Head  Teen  Girl  - Tamara  Woolery 
Head  Little  Boy  Dancer  - Haygah  Noear 
Head  Little  Girl  Dancer  - Sarah  Bechtold 
Arena  Director  - Bill  Stopp 
ALL  DRUMS  WELCOME! ! ! ! 

Refreshments  will  be  served  after  the  Remembrance  on  Friday 
Supper  will  be  served  on  Saturday 
Bring  your  lawn  chairs 

Committee  will  provide  security  personnel 

Arts  & Crafts  space  (for  set-up)  will  be  on  a first-come  first-served 
basis . 

No  alcohol  or  drugs  on  premises 
Not  responsible  for  accidents  or  lost  articles 
Our  children  are  precious  - please  keep  an  eye  on  them 
Arts  & Crafts  information 
Contact  : Grace  Little  Eagle 
(816)  224-4305 
Program  Advertising 
Alice  Angilan 
(816)  697-3602 

10504  S.  Perdue  Rd.  Grain  Valley,  MO  64029 


Tunica-Biloxi  Pow  Wow 
Date:  5/18/1997 

State:  LA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
May  16-18,1997 

Festival  Grounds,  Tunica-Biloxi  Reservation  near  Marksville,  LA 

800-946-1946,  Ext. 2036  Ask  for  John 

Host  Southern  Drum  - Eagle  Claw 

Northern  Drum  - Little  Eagle 

Head  Man  - Gary  Tomahsah 

Head  Woman  - Delaine  Alley 

Emcee  - Thomas  Chibitty 

Arena  Director  - Ken  Dixon 

Head  Dudge  - Barry  Langley 

Dance  Competition  - Up  to  $20,000  in  Prizes 

Golden  Age  (Combined  Men  & Women  Traditional),  Adult,  Junior  Categories 
Drums  Welcome  - Day  Money  to  First  8 Drums  Registered  by  Saturday  Noon 
Concert:  Hawk  Henries  - Indian  Flute 


Date:  22  Feb  1997  12:30:24  -0500 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

This  event  listing  has  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native  Events  Calendar 
Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


Native  American  Cultural  Weekend 
Date:  7/13/1997 

State:  NH  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Duly  12  and  13,  Twin  Mountain  New  Hampshire.  This 
is  the  second  largest  Cultural  Event  in  the  State. 
It  is  recognized  by  the  State  Dept.'s  including 
Governor's  Commission  of  Cultural  Affairs. 

State  Dept,  of  Tourism. 


We  have  awards  each  year  and  this  year  they  are  as  follows. 


Eagle  Heart  Award  : Roland  Harris  Chairman  of  the  Mohegan  Tribal  Nation 
Living  Traditions  : Marvin  Burnett 
Sliver  Feather  : Tantoo  Cardinal 
White  Buffalo:  Nelson  Tsosie 

Event  9-5  each  day.  Arts  Crafts  Dancing  and 
Tradtional  and  Contemporary  Music.  Grand  entry  at  noon. 

Thank  you 
nhconnec@ncia . net 


DeSoto  Caverns  Indian  Dance  & Craft  Festival 
Date:  4/5/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Contact:  Becky  Grevas  (205)  378-7252 
Childersburg,  Alabama 


Horsepens  40  Native  American  Pow  Wow  - TENTATIVE 
Date:  4/20/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
April  18-20,  1997 

Contact:  Betty  Smith  (205)  570-0002 
Steele,  Alabama 


Lone  Eagle's  Legacy  Pow  Wow 
Date:  4/27/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

April  25-27,  1997 
at  Wind  Creek  State  Park 

Contact:  Sandy  Faulk  (334)  541-2505  (after  6pm) 
Alexander  City,  Alabama 


Southeastern  Indian  Cultural  Festival 
Date:  5/10/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
May  9-10,  1997 

Contact:  Susan  Robertson  (205)  237-6766 
Anniston,  Alabama 


Lawrence  County  Indian  Festival 
Date:  5/18/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
May  16-18,  1997 

Contact:  Butch  Walker  (205)  905-2494 

Moulton,  Alabama 

[Note:  May  16  is  Student's  Day] 


MOWA  Choctaw  Indian  Pow  Wow 
Date:  6/21/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Dune  19-21,  1997 

MOWA  Choctaw  Indian  Pow  Wow 

Contact:  Maeola  Sullivan  (334)  829-5500 

Mount  Vernon,  Alabama 


Cherokees  of  Southeast  Alabama  8th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
Date:  9/7/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 


September  5-7,  1997 


Contact:  Sandy  Faulk,  (334)  541-2505  (after  6pm) 
Columbia,  Alabama 


9th  Annual  Cherokee  Pow  Wow  & Green  Corn  Festival 
Date:  9/21/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

September  20-21,  1997 

Contact:  Deanette  Pike  (205)  549-0351 

Gadsden,  Alabama 


Moundville  Native  American  Festival 
Date:  9/28/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

September  24-28,  1997 
at  Moundville  Archaeological  Park 
Contact:  Park  Office  (205)  371-2572 
Moundville,  Alabama 


Indian  Fleritage  Festival 
Date:  10/18/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
October  18,  1997 

Contact:  Deff  Hughes  (205)  536-2882 
Huntsville,  Alabama 


Alabama  Indian  Affairs  Commission  Annual  Festival  & Pow  Wow 
Date:  11/1/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

October  31-  November  1,  1997 
Contact:  Eloise  Dosey  (334)  242-2831 
Montgomery,  Alabama 


27th  Annual  Thanksgiving  Day  Pow  Wow  & 5K  Run 
Date:  11/28/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
November  27-28,  1997 

at  the  Poarch  Creek  Indian  Reservation 
Contact:  Theresa  Cox  (334)  368-9136 
Atmore,  Alabama 


Yup'ik  Eskimo  Mask  Exhibition 
Date:  8/17/1997 

State:  NY  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

March  2 through  August  17 

Heye  Center  in  lower  Manhattan  welcomes 

Agayuliyararput  - Our  Way  of  Making  Prayer 

features  213  Yup'ik  masks  from  collections  around 
the  world.  28  masks  and  other  objects  are  from  the 
NMAI  collection. 

Other  features  in  March  include  dance/theater 
presentations  and  lectures. 

For  further  information  call  212-825-6922 


Date:  Thu,  20  Feb  1997  17:00:20  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (3ohn  Berry) 
Sub j : FWD  - 8th  Annual  U of  Iowa  AISA  Powwow 


FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Author:  aisesnet_drum@server.umt.edu  at  SMTP 

Original  Sender:  "P.  Behrend"  <pbehrend@blue.weeg.uiowa.edu> 

Subject:  8th  Annual  U of  Iowa  AISA  Powwow 

8th  Annual  AISA  Contest  Powwow 
University  of  Iowa 

Recreation  Building  on  Stadium  Drive 
Iowa  City,  Iowa 
April  11-13,  1997 

Grand  Entries: 

Friday,  1pm  and  7pm 

Saturday,  1pm  ****(Registration  Closes  at  2pm)****  and  7pm 
Sunday,  Noon 
Head  Staff: 

Master  Of  Ceremonies:  Wallace  Coffey,  Lawton,  OK 

Dale  Old  Horn,  Crow  Agency,  MT 
Head  Man  Dancer:  Mike  One  Star,  Two  Strikes,  SD 
Head  Woman  Dancer:  Karen  Pheasant,  Sudbury,  Ontario 
Host  Iowa  Drum:  Meskwaki  Nation,  Wesley  Bear,  Tama,  IA 
Host  Northern  Drum:  T.B.A. 

Host  Southern  Drum:  Cozad  Singers,  Mr.  Larry  Cozad,  Hominy,  OK 
Arena  Director:  Larry  Yazzie,  Tama,  IA 
Head  Judge:  Mary  White  Eye,  Thamesville,  Ontario 
Head  Tabulator:  Karen  DeLeary,  Ann  Arbor,  MI 
Contest  Categories: 

Golden  Age  Men's  and  Women's  Traditional 

Men's  and  Women's  Traditional 

Men ' s Grass 

Women's  Jingle  Dress 

Men ' s Fancy  Bustle 

Women's  Fancy  Shawl 

Teen  and  Children's  Dance  Categories 

Hand  Drum  Contest 

Clown  Contest 

Men's  Jingle/Women's  Grass 
Specials  T.B.A. 

****VENDORS  WELCOME********ALL  DRUMS  WELCOME*******PUBLIC  WELCOME**** 

For  more  information.  Contact  American  Indian  Student  Association  @ (319) 
335-6883  or  Tammy:  tmcalpine@blue.weeg.uiowa.edu  or  Nicole: 
nwynos@blue . weeg . uiowa . edu 


From:  Evening  Star  and  Night  Owl 
April  12-13,  Tyus,  Georgia 

The  Blackjack  Mountain  Native  American  Festival  and  Buckskinner  Rendezvous 
Headman  - Marty  Wabindato 
Headlady  - Donna  Delaney 
Head  Drum  - Shadowwolf  Singers 
Jr.  Drum  - Aracoma  Lightning 
Warrior  Society  - Kusa  Warrior's  Society 
MC  - Gary  Night  Owl  Smith 
Arena  Director  - Running  Buck  Tucker 
Storyteller  - Billie  Good  in  Her  Eyes  Tucker 
Special  Guest  - Native  American  Flutist,  Larry  Campbell 
Host  Motel:  Holiday  Inn  Express,  Carrollton,  GA,  770-838-0508 
Native  American  and  Buckskinner  Vendors  welcome  with  prior  contract 
NO  vendors  admitted  without  contract. 

Guest  Drums  Welcome 

For  info:  call  770-528-9197  (Buckskinner  vendors  call  770-227-0040) 
e-mail  jans@juno.com  or  gars@netcom.com 


Date:  Tue,  25  Feb  1997  07:22:05  -0500  (EST) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol . com 

Sub j : Native  American  Heritage  Days 


5th  ANNUAL  NATIVE  AMERICAN  HERITAGE  DAYS  POW  WOW 
31  May,  1st,  2nd,  Dune  1997 

Pilot,  NC  (Franklin  Co.,  27  mi  North  East  of  of  Raleigh) 

Traders  welcome--$75  for  3 days,  camping,  elec,  water  provided.  By  contract 
only,  must  be  Native 

No  cards,  no  competition,  no  money  prizes.  Family  event.  Campfires  allowed, 
wood  provided  on  site. 

KEN  CAMERON  - Muskcogee  - M.C. 

Host  Drum  - SOUTHERN  SUN  - Steve  Warden  - Cherokee-  lead  Singer 
Drums  invited- -blanket  dance,  meal  provided  for  relief  Drumming/singing 
Genealogy  table  on  site--NC  Archives  short  drive! ! 

More  info--contact  Firehair  - (919)  496-1604 


Date:  Mon,  24  Feb  1997  21:21:13  -0700 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <cmilda(3G00DNET. COM> 

Sub  j : FWD  - Haskell  - 4th  Annual  Indian  Education  Benefit  Pow  Wow  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Mon,  24  Feb  1997  09:25:35  -0600 

Subject:  4th  Annual  Indian  Education  Benefit  Pow  Wow 
4th  Annual  Indian  Education  Benefit  Pow  Wow 
May  3rd,  1997 
1:00  - 11:00  p.m. 

Free  Admission 

Haskell  Indian  Nations  University  Pow  Wow  Grounds 
Lawrence,  KS 
Dance  Contest: 

Grades  K-12 
Tiny  Tots 
Prizes : 

1st  $70.00 
2nd  $50.00 
3rd  $25.00 
Dance  Categories: 

Girls : 

Cloth  / Buckskin  / Fancy  / Dingle 
Boys : 

So.  Straight  / No.  Traditional  / Fancy  / Grass 

Schedule  Of  Events 

1:00  - 5:00  Gourd  Dance 

5:00  - 6:00  Supper  Break 

6:00  - 7:00  Gourd  Dance 

7:00  Grand  Entry 

All  Specials  Held  During  Gourd  Dance 

Master  of  Ceremonies  - Terry  Adams  Bartlesville,  OK 

Head  Singer  - David  Powell  Kansas  City,  MO 

Head  Man  - Norbit  Bellinger  Peever,  SD 

Head  Lady  - Bonnie  Bellinger  Peever, SD 

Head  Boy  - Philip  Wahwahsuck  Lawrence,  KS 

Head  Girl  - Shannon  Wanna  Lawrence,  KS 

Head  Gourd  Dancer  - Richard  Morgan  Tulsa,  OK 

Head  Boy  Gourd  Dancer  - Dacob  Coffey  Barlesville,  OK 

Color  Guard  - Native  American  Color  Guard  of  Broken  Arrow  OK 

NO  ALCOHOL  OR  DRUGS  ALLOWED 

NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  ACCIDENTS 

For  More  Info  Contact: 

Bruce  & Lee  Ann  Martin  (913)  843-5423 
David  Cade  (913)  865-4047 
Myrna  Benson  (913)  838-3369 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 


be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop 
Brian  Hauk,  Doe  Don  Chipps,  William 


From  gans@netcom.com  Mon  Mar  10  23:06:41  1997 
Date:  Tue,  4 Man  1997  21:34:03  -0800 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.010 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  Uptowne,  The  Moccasin  Telegraph 
& NATIVE-L  listservers;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
Newsgroups : igc . saiic . indio, ape . indig. info , soc . culture. native , alt . native; 
http://www.wintercount.org;  UUCP  and  genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Note  - The  archive  at  http://web.maxwell.syr.edu/nativeweb/journals/nanews 
will  be  discontinued,  and  NativeWeb  will  link  to  the  new  archive  at 
http://www.nanews.org.  I am  grateful  for  the  archive  that  was  kept 
by  NativeWeb,  and  count  those  who  maintain  this  site  as  friends  who 
have  enriched  my  life.  To  them  I say,  "Wado.  Dohiyi  Ani  Oginalii." 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"When  sun  warms  your  body  thru  in  in  the  heart  of  the  land 
And  smiles  play  on  our  children's  faces 
You  can  see  the  work  of  Koluskap's  hand." 

Red  Hawk,  Penobscot  from  the  poem  _Penobscot  Home  Nation_ 
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Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Last  weekend  I was  relieved  by  news  President  Clinton  and  Secretary 
of  Interior  Babbitt  have  taken  a stand  against  continuation  of  the 
Buffalo  Slaughter  in  Montana.  Monday  this  relief  was  shattered  by 
on-site  eye-witness  accounts  of  Montana  stationing  riflemen  outside 
Yellowstone,  and  shooting  _any_  bison  that  stray  outside  the  park. 

The  fact  that  all  straying  bison  are  being  shot  destroys  any  myth  this 
was  due  to  a concern  over  brucellosis.  The  real  concern  is  the  cheap  range 
Montana  cattlemen  are  leasing  from  the  Department  of  Interior  and  the  grass 
on  those  ranges.  Much  of  the  lands  being  leased  so  cheaply  are  trust  lands. 

The  lead  article  contains  Secretary  Babbitt's  letter  to  Governor  Racicot. 
The  fact  the  killings  continue  (more  than  50  at  the  west  gate  to  Yellowstone 
Monday,  documented  on  camera)  makes  it  clear  the  letter  from  Secretary 
Babbitt  is  being  totally  ignored  by  Montana  Governor  Racicot. 

There  is  a call  to  boycott  all  Montana  beef  products.  I will  tell  you 
that  will  not  bring  back  the  Buffalo  so  wantonly  destroyed,  but  we  can  hope 
it  will  bring  financial  suffering  to  those  who  killed  them  in  them  in  the 
name  of  greed. 

Dropped  Robes: 

From  Dave  English  we  learn  Dudi  Bari  has  crossed  over,  and  from  Distant 
Eagle  we  learn  Rolling  Thunder  has  crossed  over. 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  for  this  reminder: 

In  memory; 

2.27.1974  Edward  Standing  Soldier  - AIM  member  killed  near 
Pine  Ridge  by  "party  or  parties  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

From:  Tabhasg@aol.com  come  these  words: 

I was  asked  to  send  this: 

The  misappropriation  of  traditional  beliefs  happens  in  all  cultures  and 
religions.  This  misconduct  hurts  people  on  all  levels; spiritually, 
intellectually  and  emotionally. 

In  layman's  terms  this  misconduct  is  a deception  and  misuse  of  traditional 
knowledge,  offerings  and  medicines  for  financial,  sexual,  and  psychological 
gains.  This  can  be  devastating  within  the  community  which  accepts  and  trusts 
such  a person. 

This  is  what  Alton  L.  Flarrison  SR.  of  Geary,  Oklahoma  did  in  our 
community.  This  miscreantic  person  betrayed  not  only  his  traditional  belief 
system  and  those  who  still  uphold  it,  but  the  community  here  who  both 
trusted  and  accepted  who  and  what  he  said  he  is. 

In  other  words,  he  sold  out  something  he  never  had. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 


y y 


Gary  Night  Owl 


gars@netcom . com 


P.  0.  Box  672168 
Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 


gars@juno.com 

gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 


(+j+) 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Babbitt  on  the  Bison  Slaughter 

- Message  From  Gerald  Millard 

- Boycott  Montana  Beef 

- Bison  Campaign  Addresses 

- Peltier  Update 

- Silencing  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

- Gustafsen  Trial  Continues 

- Hopi  Response 

- Royal  Commission  5-2 

- Patrick  Kennedy  at  NCAI 

- Through  Indian  Eyes 

- Stop  Navajo  Relocation 

- NA  Reenactors  Needed 

- Poem:  Sometimes  I Wish 

- Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Babbitt  on  the  Bison  Slaughter"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Mar  1997  18:08:07  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Doe  Chasing  Horse  via  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : For  Release 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Doe  Chasing  Horses,  Lakota  Elder. 

>From  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Washington  DC 
Feb  26,  1997 

To:  Honorable  Marc  Racicot,  Governor 
204  State  Capitol 
Helena,  Montana  59620 

Dear  Governor  Racicot: 

We  very  much  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  talk  with  you  and  discuss  the 
complex  issues  relating  to  the  management  of  bison  migrating  across  the 
boundaries  of  Yellowstone  National  Park.  We  would  like  to  work  with  you 
toward  a mutually  acceptable  resolution  of  these  issues. 

As  we  have  indicated  in  our  previous  letters,  our  short  term  objective  is 
to  avoid  any  additional  killing  of  bison  during  the  balance  of  this 
winter  season.  Destruction  of  bison  within  the  state  of  Montana  and  the 
risk  of  brucellosis  transmission  are  issues  that  must  be  resolved.  As 
you  are  aware,  almost  1000  bison  have  already  been  shot  or  slaughtered, 
seriously  diminishing  the  northern  herd  and  there  is  no  justification  for 
continuing  this  action  in  light  of  the  contingency  measures  developed  by 
APHIS,  the  National  Park  Service  and  the  U.S.  Forest  Service. 

The  larger  issue,  in  our  judgement,  is  how  we  can  work  together  to 
prevent  a recurrence  of  these  events  in  future  years.  We  propose  to  work 
with  you  to  achieve  a long  range  plan  for  the  management  of  the 
Yellowstone  bison  herd  that  would  incorporate  three  components: 
obtaining  supplemental  winter  range,  managing  the  bison  herd  by  hunting 
or  other  appropriate  measures  to  keep  its  numbers  within  an  agreed  upon 
range,  and  eliminating  brucellosis  in  the  bison  herd. 

We  would  emphasize  that  an  effective  approach  to  bison  management  must 
effectively  incorporate  all  three  of  these  objectives.  The  obvious  place 
to  work  out  a comprehensive  plan  is  the  environmental  impact  statement 
that  we  have  previously  agreed  to  issue  in  draft  by  Duly  31,  1997.  We 
are  prepared  to  work  with  you  to  meet  that  deadline. 

Within  the  space  confines  of  this  letter  we  would  like  to  expand  upon 
these  three  inter-related  objectives  as  follows: 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE- L lists 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Cowlitz  Tribe  FedRec 

- Murder  in  the  Sierra  Tarahumara 

- Lil'Wat  Estken 

- Standing  Rock  Disclaimer 

- Oilers  Stadium 

- Native  America  Calling 


1.  Additional  winter  range.  Yellowstone  National  Park  is  not  a complete 
ecosystem  in  the  parlance  of  the  west,  it  is  mostly  summer  range.  Any 
reasonable  approach  to  bison  management  must  acknowledge  the  need  for 
lower  elevation  winter  range  to  provide  for  balanced  herd  management. 

We  believe  that  nearby  national  forest  system  land,  and  perhaps  some 
private  lands  made  available  by  willing  sellers  or  lessors,  can  provide 
adequate  space  for  winter  forage. 

2.  Herd  management.  We  recognize  that  a balanced  plan  must  have 
specific  commitments  relating  to  the  size  of  the  bison  herd.  The  goal  of 
natural  regulation  of  the  National  Park  Service  as  it  applies  to  Ians  and 
wildlife  within  the  Park  recognizes  the  valid  interests  of  the  state  in 
regulation  of  migratory  wildlife,  including  bison,  outside  the  boundaries 
of  the  park. 

We  are  ready  to  explore  with  you  the  process  by  which  we  could  reach 
agreement  on  managing  nomadic  herds  to  keep  them  within  agreed  limits. 

The  capture,  quarantining,  testing  and  transshipment  of  bison  to  Indian 
reservations  and  to  other  state  game  management  programs  is  one  such 
proposal.  We  also  note  that  the  state  of  Wyoming  has  a successful  bison 
hunt  that  has  worked  well  to  help  keep  bison  herd  in  balance,  and  we 
believe  that  option  should  be  explored  in  Montana  as  well. 

3.  Elimination  of  Brucellosis.  We  are  committed  to  achieving  the 
elimination  of  brucellosis  in  livestock.  Under  the  leadership  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  with  the  cooperation  of  the  states  and  the 
livestock  industry,  we  are  very  close  to  eliminating  brucellosis  in 
livestock  within  the  United  States.  And,  we  are  further  committed  to  the 
eventual  elimination  of  brucellosis  in  bison  and  other  wildlife  as  well. 

A necessary  step  in  achieving  our  objective  requires  the  development  of 
safe  and  effective  vaccine  or  vaccines  for  use  with  bison  and  elk.  That 
will  require  considerable  additional  research  and  development.  We  will 
continue  working  together  to  obtain  the  necessary  funding  and  research 
effort  to  achieve  that  end. 

Although  test  and  slaughter  as  one  component  of  the  national  brucellosis 
eradication  program  has  been  very  successful  in  domestic  livestock,  we 
believe  the  situation  in  Yellowstone  National  Park  with  free  roaming 
bison  will  require  a unique  approach  to  eliminate  the  disease.  We  also 
acknowledge  that,  as  long  as  brucellosis  persists  in  the  bison  herds, 
conditions  must  be  applied  to  minimize  the  risk  of  transmission  to 
domestic  livestock.  APHIS  will  provide  appropriate  standards  under  which 
risk  would  be  managed  on  supplemental  winter  range,  as  discussed  in 
paragraph  number  1 above. 

We  look  forward  to  working  with  you  on  these  issues 

Sincerely, 

/s/  Bruce  Babbitt 
/s/  Daniel  Glickman 

End  of  Letter. . . 

As  of  Monday,  March  3,  1997,  shooting  continues  of  the  bison  outside  the 
West  Gate  of  Yellowstone  as  Bison  continue  to  wander  outside  Yellowstone 
National  Park  in  search  for  food.  It  appears  that  the  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  being  totally  ignored  by  Montana  Governor 
Marc  Racicot. 

"RE : Message  From  Gerald  Millard"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Feb  1997  23:19:40  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom.com> 

Sub j : Message  From  Gerald  Millard 

http://www.wintercount.org 

This  is  the  message  Lakota  Elder,  Gerald  Millard  will 
deliver  to  the  President  as  he  presents  him  with  a 
Canunpa . 

I've  not  come  here  as  a representative  of  any  two  legged  nation.  I am 


here  to  speak  for  those  whose  voices  have  been  silenced  by  gunfire  and 
slaughter. 

The  sounds  of  Sand  Creek  and  Wounded  Knee  massacres  are  yet  a haunting 
echo  that  we,  as  native  people,  cannot  ignore.  Babies  crying,  mothers  dying 
watching  as  their  children  are  butchered  and  slaughtered. 

The  snow  once  white,  is  yet  again  red  with  blood.  I am  here  to  speak 
for  the  thousand  who  have  passed  over  to  the  Spirit  World  and  also 
those  yet  in  danger.  I have  come  to  demand  the  stopping  of  the  genocide 
against  my  relatives  of  the  Tatanka  Oyate,  Buffalo  Nation. 

It  is  said  that  when  our  Grandmother  Earth  dons  her  white  buckskin 
shawl,  life  becomes  hard.  So  has  it  been  for  the  Tatanka  Oyate.  Harsh 
winter  weather,  lack  of  food. 

The  want  of  the  unalienable  right  to  survival  has  caused  our  relatives 
to  look  for  food.  Is  it  a crime  to  be  hungry?  Is  it  a crime  to  want  to 
survive? 

I say  no!  THe  killing  must  stop  now!!! 

To  see  the  fear,  the  pain,  the  death  of  our  relatives,  the  buffalo 
nation  saddens  us  all. 

I demand  that  President  Clinton  and  the  Montana  State  Governor  stop 
the  killing.  It  is  within  your  powers  to  do  so. 

The  Tatanka  Oyate,  to  us  Natives,  has  always  symbolized  life  and 
spiritual  survival,  we  are  related. 

The  buffalo  are  sacred  and  always  have  been  so. 

The  world  watched  as  white  buffalo  calves  were  born,  watched  Native 
Peoples  make  a pilgrimage  to  pray  with  them  and  for  them. 

Why,  you  ask?  These  sacred  relatives  are  a sign  of  hope  and  survival 
for  us  as  indigenous  nations. 

Our  Lakota  stories  tell  us  of  a White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  who  brought 
us  a sacred  pipe,  a pipe  of  peace.  I also  bring  a pipe  from  the  Tatanka 
Oyate . 

I ask  the  President  to  accept  this  pipe  to  pray  with  it  to  whatever 
God  he  chooses  because  there  is  only  one  Creator  who  watches  over  us  all. 

I ask  that  he  pray  for  guidance,  that  he  pity  our  four  legged  relative. 

I too  will  pray  for  him  and  all  Americans  that  they  see  with  their 
hearts,  not  with  their  pocketbooks. 

I will  pray  that  we  as  thinking,  moral  people  working  together  so 
nothing  like  this  slaughter  ever  happens  again. 

I urge  the  President,  Interior  Dept,  to  meet  and  consult  with  tribal 
elders,  councils,  leaders  of  tribes,  to  resolve  what  is  to  be  done  with 
our  four  legged  relatives. 

I propose  to  let  us  tribes  look  after  them,  it  is  our  duty.  It  is 
because  of  our  relatives  that  we  live  and  survive  today. 

As  the  most  powerful  nation,  America  strives  to  fight  injustice  free 
others  of  hunger  and  suffering.  Isn't  it  our  sacred  duty  to  seek  care  for 
Tatanka  Oyate  who  seek  justice  and  freedom  from  hunger  and  pain? 

The  United  States  has  a symbol,  an  eagle,  a winged  relative.  We 
Native  People  have  always  revered  eagles  too,  as  sacred.  So  it  is  with 
our  relatives  the  buffalo.  We  demand  that  legislation  be  brought  forth 
to  protect  them  also  as  endangered.  As  Lakota  People  we  have  never  been 
conquered.  In  truth,  we  defeated  the  United  States  twice. 

The  Battle  of  a hundred  slain;  the  Fetterman  fight  and  the  Greasy 
Grass;  Custer  battle.  THe  only  reason  treaties  were  signed  with  the 
United  States  was  because  our  great  leaders  Crazy  Horse,  Sitting  bull 
were  saddened  by  the  suffering  and  hunger  of  the  People.  All  the  buffalo 
herds  were  wiped  out. 

The  Buffalo  Nation,  as  then,  and  now  are  our  survival  as  Native 
People. 

The  Tatanka  Oyate  are  sacred 

The  Creator,  Wakan  Tanka,  made  us  Relatives. 

Stop  the  Killing,  Stop  the  Spiritual,  Cultural  Genocide. 

Mr.  President,  People  of  America,  it  is  your  duty. 

We  end  our  prayers  with  these  words .. .Mitakuye  Oyasin  (All  My  Relations) 

This  means,  Buffalo,  Eagles,  and  all  that  live  bear  witness  to  my  prayer 

All  creatures  we  are  taught,  are  sacred,  all  life,  a gift  from  the 
Creator. 


Pray  America,  for  our  Buffalo  Nation. 

If  they  are  again  killed,  to  near  extinction,  a second  time,  our 
relatives  may  choose  not  to  return. 

Mitakuye  Oyasin 

Gerald  Millard,  Lakota.  March  6,  1997 

10  AM  Capitol  Steps,  Washington  DC 

"RE : Boycott  Montana  Beef"  

Date:  Tue,  4 Mar  1997  08:00:12  PST 
From:  evestar@juno.com 
Sub j : buffalo 

UUCP  email 

According  to  a news  article  published  March  2,  in  the  Bozeman  Daily 
Chronicle  (Bozeman,  Montana),  U.S.  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce 
Babbitt  met  with  a Montana  delegation  and  "pleaded"  with  them  to  help 
find  a way  to  stop  this  winter's  ongoing  buffalo  slaughter  in  Montana. 

"It's  not  needed  to  kill  any  more  of  these  animals.  ...  There's  no 
reason  for  this  to  go  on,"  Babbitt  said,  adding  that  he  had  "not  yet  had 
an  affirmative  response  from  state  officials." 

He  may  not  have  had  an  "affirmative"  response,  but  Governor  Marc  Racicot 
has  indeed  responded,  as  he  is  quoted  in  a letter  sent  Friday  to  Mr. 
Babbitt,  "It's  a mystery  to  me  how  you  reconcile  this  sentiment  with 
your  obligation  under  the  Interim  Bison  Management  plan,  which  was 
agreed  to  by  the  federal  agencies  and  the  state  of  Montana  after 
exhaustive  and  thorough  analysis."  This  plan  is  the  scheme  whereby  all 
bison  leaving  Yellowstone  Park  and  stepping  onto  any  non-park  land  in 
Montana,  whether  Federal  forest  or  private  land  will  be  shot  by  Montana 
Department  of  Livestock  officials  regardless  of  evidence  of  brucellosis 
exposure,  and  all  bison  remaining  in  Yellowstone  will  be  rounded  up, 
tested,  and  those  testing  positive  for  exposure  will  be  slaughtered. 

Racicot 's  letter  makes  it  clear  Montana  intends  to  resist  any  attempt  by 
federal  authorities  or  private  agencies  to  amend  or  revise  this 
agreement,  no  matter  how  reasonable  these  proposals  may  be  nor  how 
likely  they  are  to  resolve  Montana's  stated  concern  that  brucellosis  may 
be  spread  by  contact  between  park  bison  and  Montana  cattle. 

Not  mentioned  in  the  Bozeman  article,  but  likely  discussed  in  the  Feb.  27 
meeting  between  Babbitt  and  the  Montana  officials  were  the  proposals  of 
the  Clinton  administration  (sent  on  Feb.  26  to  Gov.  Racicot)  and  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Interior  for  bison  management  changes  in  Yellowstone. 

These  changes  include  widening  the  grazing  ranges  of  Yellowstone  bison 
onto  federal  forest  land  in  Montana,  completion  of  testing  for 
brucellosis,  and  the  diversion  of  "excess"  bison  to  Native  American 
reserves.  Clearly,  Montana  has  the  result  they  prefer  now.  Their 
livestock  officials  may  summarily  execute  bison  for  the  offense  of 
eating  non-park  grass. 

What  can  we  do  to  affect  this?  Appeal  to  a sense  of  decency  or 
conscience  or  sensitivity  to  Native  American  or  environmental 
concerns  in  Montana  state  officials?  I see  no  evidence  there  is  any  such 
decency,  conscience  or  sensitivity.  What  I see  is  entrenched  concern 
for  the  pocketbooks  of  Montana  cattlemen,  who  likely  do  provide  a 
considerable  portion  of  their  campaign  contributions.  We  can  certainly 
impact  that.  In  the  words  of  the  Chick  Fil  A advertisements  of  recent 
months,  "EAT  MOR  CHIKN",  and  write  letters  to  Montana  officials  to  let 
them  know  WHY  their  cattlemen's  incomes  are  falling  off  a bit. 

"RE;  Bison  Campaign  Addresses"  

Date:  97/02/27  12:20 

From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

Sub j : More  addresses 


UUCP  email 


U/D  List  to  call,  write,  fax,  or  e-mail 


Don't  forget  to  request  a reply  to  your  correspondence,  otherwise  it  just 
gets  discarded.  By  requesting  a reply,  it  has  to  be  handled  differently. 
Also,  if  you  e-mail,  a good  idea  is  to  print  out  a hard-copy  of  your  e-mail 
and  Snail  Mail  it. 

Snail  Mail  is  still  the  most  effective. 

(If  anyone  has  any  additions  to  the  list,  that  seem  to  be  doing  some  good, 
send  them  to  me  and  I'll  add  them) 

The  media  is  starting  to  pick  this  up,  so  we  need  a big  "show  of  force"  to 
get  our  message  across  and  encourage  them  to  give  more  coverage. 

Everyone  write,  call,  fax,  or  e-mail  someone  today. 


President@whitehouse.gov 
Fax-  (202)  456-2461 

vicepresident@whitehouse.gov 

Address:  Executive  Office  Bldg,  Washington,  DC,  20501 
Phone:  202-456-2326,  Fax:  202-456-7044, 


Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell 
380  Russell  Senate  Office  Building 
Washington,  DC  20510 
(202)  224-5852 
fax:  (202)  224-1933 

Tom  Compton  is  his  assistant. 


(The  people  that  make  the  rules) 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Dan  Glickman,  202-720-3631. 

fax-  202  720  2166 
e-mail:  agsec@usda.gov 

APHIS 

Director  202-720-3668 

Dr  Bob  Nervig  303-784-6201 

Stewart  McDonnald  303-784-6238  (w-thur) 

303-969-6560  (m-tue)  (fri-?) 
Humane  care  of  animals  301-  734-4980 
Brucellosis  eradication  Michael  Gilsdorf  301-734-7708 


(The  people  to  call  about  killing  the  buffalo) 

State  Governor  Mark  Racicot, 

State  Capitol 
Helena,  MT  59620 
Office:  (406)  444-3111 
Home:  (406)  444-5543 
Fax  (406)  444-5529 

Secretary  Larry  Peterson,  MDOL,  (406)  444-2023 

fax  (406)  444-1929 

State  Vet  MDOL  Clarence  Siroky  (406)  444  2043 

Montana  Travel  Bureau  1-800-847-4868  (No  more  visits  till  the  slaughter 
stops) 

Senators:  Max  Baucus  at  max@baucus.senate.gov 

Conrad  Burns  at  conrad_burns@burns.senate.gov 


Dept,  of  Interior  (The  people  to  call  about  feeding  the  buffalo) 
Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt 


Department  of  the  Interior 
1849  C Street,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20240 
Phone:  (202)  208-7351 

fax  (202)  208-6956 

press  secy.  202-208-6416 

Office  of  Environmental  Policy  Fax  202-208-6970 


National  Park  Service- 
Director  Roger  Kennedy 
National  Park  Service 
PO  Box  37127 
Washington,  DC  20013 
Phone:  (202)  208-4621 

- Cindy  Daly  202-208-4993 


YNP- 

Superintendent  Mike  Finley 

Yellowstone  National  Park 
PO  Box  168 

Yellowstone  National  Park,  WY  82190 
Phone:  (307)  344-2002 

-Bison  Expert  Mary  Meagher  (307)  344-2152 


(Provided  by  Mike  Wicks) 

Also  to  assist  in  the  email  flood,  the  link  below  gives  a lot  of  email 
addresses  of  dept  of  interior  people,  and  includes  phone  numbers, 
http : //www . ios . doi . gov/ oirm/lanag/ emcon . html 
Another  good  site  is;  http://www.visi.com/juan/congress/ziptoit.html  Enter 
your  zip-code  and  find  your  representative.  Address,  phone  and  email  info 
will  pop  up  for  quick  communication!  Dust  click  on  the  email  address  and 
you're  ready  to  send  your  rep.  a message! 

And  one  more  for  good  measure;  http://metro.turnpike.net/adorn/gov.html 
Dust  a big  bunch  of  government  links  and  info. 


The  only  thing,  at  this  point,  that  will  stop  the  killing,  is  to  feed  the 
remaining  buffalo  inside  the  boundaries  of  the  park.  Otherwise,  more  will 
leave  in  search  of  food,  and  be  slaughtered.  Our  main  focus  is  to  force  the 
Park  into  feeding  the  buffalo.  They  are  resisting,  saying  that  this  will 
interfere  with  the  "natural  state"  of  the  herd.  But,  it  is  better  to  have  a 
herd  that  has  been  fed  one  time,  rather  than  an  extinct  one,  and  that  is  the 
possibility  if  the  surviving  numbers  are  not  preserved. 

Write,  call,  fax,  or  e-mail  today  and  DEMAND  that  the  buffalo  be  fed. 


(\######/) 

\ o ~ / 

(A  A) 
\*/ 


D.D.K.  Chipps 
"Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 
(Remember  Wounded  Knee) 
http : //www . eden . com/~jdkc 


RE:  Peltier  Update 


Date:  Wed,  26  Feb  97  09:32:10  GMT 

From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

Sub j : Peltier  Update  2/26/97 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native 

At  long  last  Leonard  Peltier  has  received  his  medical  records.  This  process 
took  months  and  months  of  fighting.  Over  550  pages  of  medical  documents  are 
now  being  shipped  to  his  legal  team,  concerned  elected  officials,  and 
doctors  who  have  offered  to  review  them.  Hopefully  this  will  result  in  a 
lighter  duty  job  assignment  as  well  as  significant  improvement  in  the 


remedying  of  his  jaw  condition. 

Thank  you  to  everyone  who  called  the  Bureau  of  Prisons  to  help  in  securing 
the  medical  files. 

Remember  to  call  the  White  House  EVERY  DAY  and  DEMAND  EXECUTIVE  CLEMENCY 

FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

202-456-1111  (hit  0 to  avoid  survey) 

"RE : Silencing  Indigenous  Sovereignty"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Feb  1997  23:05:03  -0800  (PST) 

From:  RKI  <riwaasa@indiana . edu> 

Sub j : Canada  - BC:  Silencing  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

February  28,  1997  S.I.S.I.S.  BULLETIN 

CANADA  MOVES  QUICKLY  ON  QUEBEC  SECESSION  CASE  - NATIVES'  LAWYER  IN  3 AIL 
Canada's  national  newspaper,  the  Globe  and  Mail,  today  reported 
that  a major  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  case  is  proceeding  despite  the 
absence  of  native  rights  lawyer  Bruce  Clark.  The  article,  "Ottawa  to  file 
briefs  in  Quebec  secession  case,"  indicates  the  federal  government  is 
"filing  formal  arguments  against  unilateral  Quebec  secession."  Signifi- 
cantly absent  from  the  listed  intervenors  is  the  name  of  Dr.  Clark,  who 
won  the  right  to  appear  as  intervenor  on  behalf  of  the  Mi'gmaq  nation, 
arguing  Mi'gmaq  sovereign  rights  over  territory  claimed  by  Quebec. 

Meanwhile  in  Surrey,  BC,  the  defense  case  in  the  Ts'peten 
(Gustafsen  Lake)  trial  continues  in  the  absence  of  Clark.  Clark  was 
arrested,  tried,  convicted  and  sentenced  with  great  alacrity  by  the  BC 
authorities,  who  continue  to  avoid  the  jurisdictional  challenge  of  Clark's 
impregnable  legal  arguments.  In  Dune  1996,  the  Upper  Canada  Law  Society 
overturned  attempts  by  the  BC  legal  establishment  to  disbar  him,  finding 
that:  "The  genocide  of  which  Dr.  Clark  speaks  is  real... we  are  sympathetic 
to  his  assertion  that  the  courts  have  been  unwilling  to  hear  his 
argument . " 

Although  thus  far  denied  counsel  of  choice,  Clark's  traditionalist 
clients  formally  adopted  his  legal  arguments  yesterday,  two  binders  of 
which  were  entered  by  Ts'peten  legal  team  member  Manuel  Azevedo. 

Clark  reportedly  continues  to  work  on  the  upcoming  March  11  appeal 
of  his  3 month  jail  sentence,  and  has  been  placed  on  kitchen  duty  -- 
washing  pots  and  pans  in  the  Prince  George  Regional  Correctional  Centre 
(PGRCC)  institutional  kitchen.  Concerns  for  his  safety  remain  in  light  of 
death  threats  against  him  from  senior  RCMP.  These  surfaced  in  the  Ts'peten 
trial,  when  RCMP  videotapes  were  played  which  had  recorded  statements 
including:  "Kill  this  Clark  and  smear  the  prick  and  everyone  with  him." 

Today,  the  defense  case  continued  to  hear  testimony  from  Ernie 
Archie.  Yesterday  Archie,  a local  Secwepemc  (Shuswap)  native,  told  of 
shots  fired  directly  into  the  camp  by  one  of  Lyle  Dames'  cowboys  in  Dune 
of  1995.  Dames,  the  American  "owner"  of  an  approximately  half-million 
acre  ranch  near  the  Sundancers'  camp,  also  invaded  the  camp  with  a party 
of  armed  ranch  hands  and  threatened  to  "string  up  some  red  niggers,"  the 
court  was  told  in  earlier  testimony. 

News  of  this  shooting,  important  evidence  supporting  defendants' 
claims  of  harassment  from  the  ranch,  was  not  reported  by  the  mainstream 
media . 

SUPPORT  WOLVERINE  - SUPPORT  DR  BRUCE  CLARK  - SUPPORT  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS 
Sample  letters,  links  to  politicians'  email  and  a more  comprehensive  list 
of  addresses  can  be  found  on  the  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous 
Sovereignty  S.I.S.I.S  site: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Gust Lake/ letter . html 
Please  send  a copy  of  your  letters  to  S.I.S.I.S.  (address  below) 

>>>Protest  letters  to<<< 

Ujjal  Dosanjh 

BC  Attorney  General  and  Minister  of  Human  Rights 
Parliament  Buildings 


Victoria,  BC  V8V  1X4  Canada 

Phone:  (250)  387-1866 

Fax:  (250)  387-6411 

email : nlane@galaxy.gov . be . ca 

Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien 
House  of  Commons 
Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  0A6  Canada 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211 
Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email : remote -printer . lean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd  .tpc . int 
email : pm@pm . gc . ca 

WWW  comments:  http://pm.gc.ca/english/pmo/e_corres.htm 

Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission 
email : info@chrc . ca 

>>>Letters  demanding  bail  to<<< 

The  Administrative  Crown  Counsel 
14340  57th  Ave. 

Surrey,  BC  V3X  1B2  Canada 
Fax:  (604)  572-2398 

>>>Letters  of  support  and  solidarity  to<<< 

Wolverine  "William  lones  Ignace" 

Political  Prisoner 
Surrey  Pre-Trial  Centre 
14323  57th  Ave. 

Surrey,  BC  V3X  1B1  Canada 

Dr.  Bruce  Clark 
Political  Prisoner 
PGRCC  PO  Box  4300 

Prince  George,  BC  V2L  519  Canada 

SUPPORT  ORGANIZATIONS 
Ts'peten  Defence  Committee 

Spokespeople:  Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
174-1472  Commercial  Drive,  Vancouver 
Salish  Territory,  V5L  3X9  Canada 
Phone:  (604)  322-7934,  Fax:  (604)  323-0224 


S.I.S.I.S.  / Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
PO  Box  8673  Victoria,  BC  Canada  V8X  3S2 
email:  <riwaasa@indiana .edu>  or  <mg@uvaix. uvic . ca> 

CHECK  OUT  OUR  NEW  WEB  SITE! 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/S ISma in . html 

"RE:  Gustafsen  Trial  Continues"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Feb  1997  01:50:07  -0800  (PST) 

From:  RKI  <riwaasa@indiana . edu> 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  TRIAL  CONTINUES:  MEDIA  DISAPPEARS 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

February  26,  1997  S.I.S.I.S.  BULLETIN 

GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  TRIAL  CONTINUES:  MEDIA  DISAPPEARS. 

After  a flurry  of  stories  surrounding  Bruce  Clark's  arrest,  the 
mainstream  media  have  for  several  days  failed  to  appear  at  the  Ts'peten 
(Gustafsen  Lake)  trial.  A reliable  source  from  one  of  the  major  dailies 
leaked  that  reporters  have  been  instructed  to  discontinue  trial  coverage, 
despite  explosive  testimony  since  the  defense  began  its  case  last  week. 
Durors  were  shown  a videotape  on  Thursday,  February  20,  with 


compelling  evidence  that  RCMP  faked  a highly  publicized  shooting.  Then  on 
Monday,  February  24,  1997,  the  court  heard  testimony  that  placed  Joseph 
(Do  Jo)  Ignace  in  Chase  BC  on  August  18,  1995,  the  day  that  he  is  alleged 
to  have  fired  upon  a heavily  armed  RCMP  commando  unit  creeping  around  the 
Sundancers  camp  at  dawn,  dressed  in  unmarked  camouflage  clothing.  It  is 
believed  that  the  "covert  probe"  was  "compromised"  when  one  of  the 
officers  accidentally  discharged  a new  and  unfamiliar  weapon.  RCMP  phone 
records  of  anxious  inquiries  from  the  camp  regarding  the  suspected  "white 
supremacists"  show  the  calls  went  unanswered.  Recordings  of  the  calls 
themselves  were  apparently  destroyed  by  police.  Also  destroyed,  according 
to  RCMP,  were  records  of  phone  taps  on  the  Ignace  home  on  the  Adams  Lake 
Reserve,  which  would  have  proven  that  police  knew  Ignace  Dr.  was  at  home, 
miles  away  from  Gustafsen  lake,  when  the  "attempted  murder"  allegedly 
occurred . 

During  the  long  period  of  his  incarceration  Joseph  Ignace  was 
repeatedly  beaten,  subjected  to  long  interrogations  of  many  hours,  naked 
and  without  counsel  present  despite  his  repeated  requests  for  lawyer  Bruce 
Clark.  The  brutal  treatment  of  Jo  Jo  eventually  led  to  suicide  attempts 
while  in  custody  and  deteriorating  mental  and  emotional  conditions  such 
that  he  was  eventually  released  on  bail.  The  probable  targeting  of  Jo  Jo 
for  "special"  treatment  is  thought  to  have  been  an  attempt  to  break  the 
spirit  of  his  father  William  Ignace,  "Wolverine,"  who  remains  in  custody 
without  bail.  The  indomitable  Shuswap  elder  continues  to  assert  the 
sovereign  rights  of  his  people  over  their  unceded  territories.  He  recently 
turned  65  - in  jail. 

Wolverine  and  several  others  have  been  self-defending  in  this 
trial,  waiting  for  access  to  their  counsel  of  choice  Bruce  Clark.  Clark 
has  been  imprisoned  on  contempt  of  court  charges,  and  was  today  denied 
bail.  He  is  scheduled  to  appeal  the  contempt  decision  in  mid-March.  Funds 
for  other  Ts'peten  Defenders'  legal  aid  lawyers  were  stopped  just  as  the 
defense  was  beginning  their  case  after  more  than  7 months  of  prosecution. 

Please  spread  the  word  - by  any  means  necessary. 

Please  tell  Canada  to  pay  attention: 

Vancouver  Sun  Vancouver  Province  (Southam) 

jsteffenhagen@pacpress . southam . ca 

hostmaster@southam.com 

Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation 

national@toronto . cbc . ca 

morningnews@halifax . cbc . ca 

Globe  and  Mail  - national  newspaper 

Newsroom@GlobeandMail . ca 

Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission 

email : info@chrc . ca 

- SUPPORT  ORGANIZATIONS  - 
Ts'peten  Defence  Committee 
174-1472  Commercial  Drive,  Vancouver 
Salish  Territory,  V5L  3X9  Canada 
Phone:  (604)  322-7934,  Fax:  (604)  323-0224 
Spokespeople:  Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  (S.I.S.I.S) 

PO  Box  8673 

Victoria,  BC  V8X  3S2  Canada 

email:  <riwaasa@indiana . edu>  or  <mg@uvaix. uvic . ca> 

WWW : http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples  (CASNP) 

ATTN:  Kahn-tineta  Horn 

Phone:  (416)  972-1573  Fax:  (416)  972-6232 
email : casnp@io.org 


S.I.S.I.S.  / Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
PO  Box  8673  Victoria,  BC  Canada  V8X  3S2 
email:  <riwaasa@indiana . edu>  or  <mg@uvaix. uvic . ca> 


CHECK  OUT  OUR  NEW  WEB  SITE! 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/S ISma in . html 

"RE : Hopi  Response"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Man  1997  18:32:48  -0700  (MST) 

From:  cdm@azstarnet.com  (CDM) 

Sub j : Re:  Hotevila  denounces  self  appointed  leaders 
UUCP  email 

THIS  IS  AN  ARTICLE  FROM  THE  CURRENT  HOPI  TUTVENI,  OFFICIAL  HOPI  TRIBAL 
NEWSPAPER.  ANY  COMMENTS  OR  QUESTIONS  SHOULD  BE  SENT  TO  THEM  AT:  P.O.  Box 
123,  Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039.  THE  SENTIMENTS  EXPRESSED  REFLECT  THE  VIEWS  OF 
THE  REPORTER  AND  HOPI  TUTUVENI. 

"MASQUERADING  AS  NAVA30,  WOMAN  ADVOCATES  ACTIVISM  OVER  HOPI  LAND 

by  Jennifer  Joseph 
Staff  Reporter 

Shiny  long  black  hair  falls  back  length  while  a beautiful  girl  child 
clings  closely.  Her  husband,  a slim  Navajo,  stands  next  to  her.  Regulars 
at  a store  and  post  office  in  Hotevila  Village,  this  striking  couple 
usually  can  be  seen  using  the  pay  phone  inside  the  store.  With  their 
child,  they  are  conspicuous  in  the  small  store  on  Third  Mesa.  Some 
villagers  refer  to  them  as  the  Navajo  man  with  the  "pretty  Bahana"  wife. 
This  family  looks  harmless  as  they  appear  to  be  reserved  and  quiet. 

The  husband  is  Navajo,  and  his  wife,  Rachel  Cox  Tso,  is  Anglo.  He  is 
the  son  of  the  infamous  Mae  Tso,  a die-hard  resister  of  the  so-called 
Navajo  and  Hopi  land  dispute. 

Not  much  is  known  about  her  husband,  but  Rachel  is  currently 
unofficially  "86'd"  from  the  Hopi  Reservation  for  taking  part  in  harassing 
and  inciting  trouble  at  Range  Unit  526  with  a Hopi  dismantling  crew.  On 
behalf  of  the  resisters,  Rachel  has  been  writing  propaganda  which 
deceives  readers  into  thinking  that  she  is  a Navajo  woman  with  a sincere 
plight.  What  Rachel  forgets  to  inform  people  is  that  she  is  Anglo,  and 
is  related  to  her  Navajo  husband's  family  through  marriage,  and  that  her 
ancestors'  umbilical  cords  are  not  in  fact  buried  where  she  claims  they 
have  been  for  generations--in  fact,  her  ancestors  are  not  buried  at  all 
on  the  so-called  disputed  lands. 

The  history  of  the  Navajo  in  these  parts  are  what  Hopis  and  other 
respected  historians  refer  to  as  "just  yesterday"--meaning  that  the  Navajo 
people  were  not  always  here,  and  consequently  their  claim  to  the  lands 
based  on  generations  are  false. 

Through  her  postings  in  the  local  newspapers  and  along  the  digital 
information  highway,  Rachel  prompts  outsiders  into  thinking  they  can  help 
out  with  this  problem  between  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  tribes.  Through  her 
propaganda,  she  promotes  a war  of  sorts,  by  suggesting  genocide. 

Her  sister-in-law,  Lisa  Tso,  who  is  also  Anglo  and  married  into  the 
family,  has  also  been  prominent  in  misleading  readers  into  thinking  that 
she,  too,  is  Navajo,  simply  because  of  her  last  name. 

Rachel  and  Lisa  have  lived  with  the  Tsos  out  on  the  Hopi  Range.  Other 
non-Indian  supporters  also  lived  with  the  Tsos. 

At  this  home  site,  there  are  three  modern  hogans.  One  of  the  hogans  was 
stuck  by  lightning,  and  was  considered  a forbidden  place,  yet  family 
members  occupied  it.  This  same  hogan  was  to  be  dismantled  by  the  family, 
because  it  was  replaced  by  another  hogan. 

Both  Lisa  and  Rachel  Tso  hang  out  in  and  around  Flagstaff.  Rachel,  in 
her  latest  release  through  the  Internet,  sends  out  a call  for  anyone  who 
can  help  her  in  her  cause,  their  cause.  The  following  is  the  article: 
'Ways  You  Can  Help' 
by  Rachel  Cox  Tso 

One  of  the  most  effective  ways  to  support  the  resistance  is  to 
come  up  with  a project  for  yourself  or  your  group,  find  a way 
to  fund  it  or  whatever  it  needs,  and  get  it  accomplished.  For 
example,  you  could  hold  a benefit  concert  in  your  community 


to  raise  money  to  supply  150  disposable  cameras  to  resistors, 
or  for  twenty-five  CB  radios,  or  to  send  four  supporters  out  for 
a month,  etc..  This  could  be  an  opportunity  to  raise  awareness 
about  these  issues  as  well  as  have  some  fun.  Then  someone 
from  your  group  could  come  out  and  deliver  the  ends  of  your 
project  throughout  each  resisting  community.  This  will  create 
an  understanding  and  special  bond  between  all  parties  involved 
as  well  as  guaranteeing  that  your  project  accomplished  its  goals 
Here  are  some  suggestions  on  how  to  help. ' 

It  is  not  known  what  kind  of  accountability  Rachel  and  those  involved 
have  with  distributing  the  funds  raised,  nor  is  it  known  how  many 
resisting  communities  they  claim. 

'Reliable  and  responsible  people  are  needed  to  come  here  to 
help  with  the  daily  chores,  herding  sheep,  elderly  care,  etc. 

We  need  people  to  witness  the  harassment  we  receive.  Often- 
times, just  having  people  around  stops  it.  We  need  help  on 
a consistent  basis,  but  we  especially  need  people  for  February 
in  order  for  us  to  attend  the  Fairness  Hearing.  If  you  personally 
can't  come  out,  help  send  someone  else  out.' 

Exactly  what  type  of  harassment  the  resisters  claim  is  not  clear. 
Impounding  livestock  is  not  harassment  when  they  are  in  direct  violation 
on  the  Hopi  Ordinances  imposed  on  all  who  are  within  Hopi  jurisdiction, 
which  includes  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands.  In  fact,  during  the  recent 
Emergency  Relief  project,  more  than  70  separate  Navajo  families  living 
within  Hopi  jurisdiction  received  assistance  from  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

Also,  countless  Navajo  livestock  owners  continuously  request  and  receive 
assistance  from  the  Hopi  Tribe's  Department  of  Natural  Resources  Office, 
in  regard  to  water,  fencing  and  keeping  those  Navajo  Partitioned  Lands 
livestock  out  of  their  areas. 

'We  need  ways  to  document  harassment.  Video  cameras  are 
excellent  tools.  They  are  one  of  our  preferred  weapons.  They 
not  only  effectively  document,  but  they  work  as  wonderful 
deterrents.  However,  most  of  us  have  no  access  to  a video 
camera.  Bring  some  out  here  would  be  a marvelous  project 
for  someone  to  take  on.  Even  broken  ones  work  well  for  us:  that 
old  video  camera  you  have  lying  around  that  will  cost  more  to  fix 
than  to  buy  a new  one,  send  it  out.  The  harasser  cannot  tell 
whether  or  not  it  works.  Thus,  it  would  work  find  as  a deterrent. ' 

Although  described  as  a sort  of  marvelous  project  for  someone  to  assume, 
there  are  real  people,  both  Hopi  and  Navajo,  who  could  get  seriously  hurt. 
Rachel  openly  calls  upon  supporters  to  bring  along  cameras  that  do  not 
work  for  more  deception. 

'Cameras  and  film,  disposable  cameras,  tape  recorders  and 
tapes  (batteries  included)  are  also  great  and  needed. 

Communications  equipment.  We  need  ways  to  communicate 
with  the  outside  world,  as  well  as  with  each  other.  We  live  in 
isolated  and  remote  areas.  If  an  emergency  situation  arises 
and  road  blocks  are  up  again,  we  will  have  no  way  to  communicate 
with  the  outside  to  bring  in  advocates  or  witnesses.  We  also 
live  miles  away  from  out  closest  neighbors.  It  would  be  beneficial 
if  we  could  easily  communicate  with  them.  Cellular  phones,  or 
even  C.B.  radios  would  help.  So  would  scanners. 

We  live  without  electricity.  We  need  a way  to  provide  the 
electrical  needed  to  run  these  phones  and  video  cameras  that 
we  are  asking  for.  Solar  panels  would  be  well  used,  and  while 
you're  at  it,  get  some  for  yourself,  too.  Getting  off  the  grid  and 
not  supporting  the  trans-national  economy  would  also  be 
supporting  us. 

So  you  know  where  your  electric  power  comes  from?  If  you  live 
in  the  Southwest,  it  most  likely  comes  from  Black  Mesa.  Someone 
was  displaced  or  relocated  for  it,  ruins  and  prayer  sites  were 


destroyed  for  it,  and  cultural  genocide  is  at  the  root  of  it.  The  need 
for  electricity  is  what  is  powering  the  draining  of  the  aquifer  for 
the  coal  slurry  line.  Unplug  any  electrical  appliance  you  do  not 
need.  Do  not  use  that  electricity  if  you  do  not  have  to.  Conserve, 
conserve,  conserve.  Make  an  impact  on  the  electric  companies, 
by  unplugging  all  your  electrical  appliances.  If  not  most  of  the 
time,  then  for  at  least  one  hour  a day  of  prime  use  time,  from 
seven  to  eight  p.m.  every  evening.  Ask  your  friends  to  do  it,  too; 
start  a trend. ' 

This  advice  about  conserving  is  one  that  everyone  should  heed.  Yes, 
there  is  no  dispute  about  what  the  coal  companies  are  doing  to  precious 
resources  of  the  Southwest.  The  Navajos  are  not  the  only  people 
concerned  about  this.  Traditional  Hopi  people  have  spoken  against  the 
development  of  these  things  for  generations.  Hopi  ruins  and  prayer  sites 
have  been  destroyed  by  companies  and  certain  Navajo  individuals  without 
respect.  Grids  crisis  cross  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  reservations  just  outside 
of  Big  Mountain.  Currently,  both  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  Tribes  are 
negotiating  new  leases  for  the  right  of  way  with  the  Southern  California 
Edison  Power  Company. 

'If  you  do  a food  and/or  clothing  drive,  please  take  the  time  to 
do  it  well.  A good  rule  of  thumb  is:  if  you  wouldn't  give  it  to  a 
close  friend  or  relative,  please  do  not  send  it  to  us.  Sewing 
materials  and  fabric  are  needed  and  would  be  appreciated.  Two 
yards  of  fabric  makes  a traditional  style  shirt,  and  four  to  six 
yards  makes  a traditional  style  shirt.  Good  shoes/boots  are 
needed,  too. ' 

By  the  way. . .while  you're  sending  me  hundreds  of  dollars  worth  of 
communication  equipment,  please  do  send  me  some  fabric  so  I can  make 
myself  a new  dress  to  wear.  How  does  getting  a new  dress  help  out  in  such 
a situation?  People  out  there  are  not  so  poor  that  they  have  only  the 
bare  necessities.  If  they  were  so  down  and  out,  why  do  they  drive  nice 
four  wheeled  vehicles  in  and  out  of  the  boonies?  How  many  supporters 
have  already  sent  these  things  to  them  and  is  everyone  receiving  a fair 
amount?  Where  is  the  pride  that  Navajos  have  as  indigenous  people? 
Dogooders  such  as  Rachel  have  made  a once-proud  people  seem  like 
blundering,  out  of  control  and  helpless  down-out  people. 

'The  typical  diet  out  here  is  a real  meat  and  potatoes  type  of  diet. 

If  you  send  food,  please  send  basics  such  as  potatoes,  flour, 
beans,  coffee,  baking  powder,  salt,  etc..  Fresh  fruits  and 
vegetables  are  terrific!  Please  send  no  dented  cans  and  please 
check  the  expiration  dates.  A good  idea  along  those  lines 
would  be  to  send  families  gift  certificates  for  Bashas,  or  Safeway 
(a  market  in  our  area)  to  ensure  that  families  get  the  foods  they 
use  and  need.  Organic  and  indigenous  seeds  are  always  well 
received. ' 

Please  send  us  potatoes,  flour,  beans... the  basics  so  that  when  we  go  to 
town  we  can  use  our  food  stamps  to  buy  chips,  soda,  candy  and  then  maybe 
something  nutritious.  When  you  send  us  the  basics,  I can  use  my 
food  stamps  to  barter  for  liquor  down  at  the  local  bootlegger  or  sell  my 
stamps  for  whatever  cash  I can  get. 

Many  of  those  Navajo  who  live  out  on  the  Hopi  lands  qualify  for  food 
stamps.  How  many  will  report  their  gift  certificates  to  the  Department  of 
Economic  Services,  if  they  actually  get  the  certificates?  Who  is 
checking  and  making  sure  that  these  gifts  and  donations  are  being  used 
appropriately?  Are  they  in  violation  with  the  policies  and  regulations 
of  services  offered  by  the  Department  of  Economic  Services?  Who  will  be 
responsible? 

'We  need  wood  cutting  tools,  many  of  ours  have  been  confiscated 
by  the  BIA  while  we  were  'illegally  cutting  wood'  to  heat  out  homes 
and  for  cooking. ' 


On  the  Hopi  Reservation,  one  can  collect  wood  for  heating  or  cooking. 


provided  they  have  a permit  from  the  Hopi  Tribe  on  whose  lands  this  law  is 
effective.  Not  only  does  this  law  apply  to  Hopis,  it  applies  to  everyone. 
Many  Navajo  people  have  complied  with  this  Hopi  law  and  many  Hopis  have 
also  violated  this  law.  So  to  cut  wood,  especially  the  often-cut  green 
wood,  and  to  do  so  without  a permit,  is  against  the  law  for  which  there 
are  penalties. 

'Medical  supplies  are  needed  For  most  of  us,  going  to  the 
hospital  is  at  least  an  hour  drive.  Often  times  we  don't  have  a 
vehicle  to  make  it;  so  help  with  ways  that  we  could  care  for 
any  injury  ourselves  would  be  appreciated.  Natural,  herbal 
and  homeopathic  medical  supplies  are  also  appreciated,  but 
since  many  of  these  are  foreign  to  us,  please  enclose 
instructions  on  how  to  use  them.  Vitamins  are  also  needed.' 

The  land  situation  has  not  made  it  any  harder  for  those  who  live  out 
there  to  receive  medical  attention.  The  roads  are  passable,  except  for 
when  the  weather  turns  wet.  Then  there  may  be  some  road  conditions  that 
may  prevent  their  passage  temporarily.  For  Hopi  people  who  live  closer 
to  the  clinics  and  hospitals,  it  is  not  any  easier  for  them  to  seek 
medical  attention. 

'Veterinary  care  materials,  as  well  as  feed,  tack  and  hay. 

Often  we  have  to  pen  up  our  animals  for  extended  amounts 
of  time  due  to  a livestock  impoundment  threat.  Not  only  is 
this  expensive  for  us,  but  it  can  cause  problems  with  our 
animals'  digestive  systems,  etc.' 

There  should  be  no  fear  of  their  livestock  being  impounded  because  they 
should  have  Hopi  livestock  permits  if  they  live  on  Hopi  lands.  Hopi 
people  are  subjected  to  the  same  impoundment  laws.  They  are  not  being 
singled  out.  This  is  just  another  tactic  to  get  free  handouts,  which  is 
a bad  habit  with  some  people.  Couldn't  they  just  ask  for  prayers, 
instead  of  reaching  their  hands?  There  comes  a time  when  we  all  need 
help,  but  you  just  do  not  ask  for  everything,  including  the  keys  to  the 
condo  and  the  cute  little  sports  car. 

'I  once  heard  a supporter  describe  the  lifestyle  out  here  as 
'sort  of  like  permanently  camping,'  referring  to  our  living  without 
electricity  or  running  water.  Maybe  that  description  can  help  you 
in  your  choice  of  ways  in  which  you  can  support.  Other  needed 
items  are  flashlights,  batteries,  camping  equipment,  water 
purifiers,  tools  and  building  materials.  Office  supplies,  paper, 
pens,  books,  art  supplies,  envelopes,  stamps  and  toys.' 

These  people  are  not  poor  people  with  absolutely  nothing.  Yes,  send  us 
all  that  good  stuff  so  that  I wouldn't  have  to  spend  my  General  Assistance 
and  the  income  I make  from  my  work  on  these  things.  And,  yes,  when  you 
send  me  all  this  stuff,  they  will  change  everything  and  maybe  I don't 
have  to  sign  a lease,  or  take  that  nice  Relocation  home,  or  maybe  I would, 
if  given  the  chance.  All  this  seems  like  an  exciting  adventure,  one  to 
talk  about  proudly  to  the  grandkids. 

'Another  important  way  in  which  you  can  help  is  to  buy  arts 
and  crafts  from  resistors.  Many  resistors  weave  beautiful 
rugs  and  baskets  and  make  jewelry,  selling  these  to  the  local 
trading  posts  is  a rip  off. ' 

Again,  after  you  send  me  all  the  necessities  on  which  to  live,  you  are 
welcome  to  own  this  weaving  for  a mere  price.  Yes,  with  a high 
unemployment  rate  on  both  reservations,  those  who  have  special  interests 
in  Native  arts  should  buy  direct  from  the  makers,  cutting  out  the  middle 
man,  directly  benefiting  the  artist.  But  the  current  land  situation  has 
not  made  it  any  harder  for  these  artisans  to  make  a living. 

'Do  a school  project  on  the  issues  surrounding  the  'land 
dispute, ' the  forced  relocation,  the  coal  strip  mine  and  the 
slurry  line,  etc.,  then  use  that  to  educate  your  community, 
submit  it  to  your  local  newspaper,  or  publish  it  with  a zine. 

Host  a discussion  group  and  a letter  writing  party,  get  your 


community  interested  in  ways  in  which  they  can  help,  too. ' 


This  problem  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  faces  with  those  who  live  on  Hopi  lands 
is  a sad  story.  Yes,  we  should  all  become  educated  on  the  causes  and 
effects  of  coal  strip  mining  and  the  slurry  lines  and  get  our  communities 
involved  regarding  these  issues  because  they  affect  many  not  directly 
tied  to  the  so-called  land  dispute.  But  outside  interference  is  not 
recommended,  your  involvement  will  have  negative  repercussions . 

One  simple  clarification,  the  Hopi  people  do  not  have  a dispute  about 
land,  it  is  the  Navajos  who  dispute  Hopi  lands. 

'Write  letters  to  the  president  and  your  local  Congress  people 
and  elected  officials.  And  last,  but  definitely  not  least,  send  us 
prayers.  END. ' 

This  article  was  followed  by  an  application  for  volunteers  as  follows: 
'Direct  Support  for  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation: 

Thanks  for  your  willingness  to  help  the  Dineh  Elders  and  their 
families  in  the  Black  Mesa  area.  The  important  things  that  people 
are  around  to  witness  harassment  that  people  have  to  endure 
from  Tribal  and  US  government  agencies.  It  is  equally  important 
for  Elders  to  have  physical  support  since  most  of  the  young 
people  were  forced  out  and  can  no  longer  help  their  families 
with  every  day  chores.  ' 

It  seems  they  are  saying  that  only  the  helpless  elderly  now  resist  and 
live  on  the  Hopi  lands.  The  charge  that  young  people  are  being  ousted  is 
an  outright  lie:  they  have  not  left  at  the  threat  of  force  of  the  Hopi. 
Many  have  willingly  accepted  relocation  and  some  still  await  their  turn 
today.  Furthermore,  they  are  not  banned  from  Hopi  lands  to  help  out 
their  families  with  everyday  chores. 

'Placement  with  a family  will  be  temporary  at  first.  If  it  is  agreed 
to  by  a supporter  and  family,  an  extended  stay  can  be  arranged. 

We  hope  this  experience  will  be  positive  and  fruitful.  Until  the 
children  of  HPL  are  allowed  to  build  homes  near  their  parents, 
it  will  be  a struggle  to  continue  this  way  of  life  for  those  who 
can  stay.  Thank  you  for  caring. ' 

For  anyone  coming  to  the  Hopi  reservation,  the  reservation  is  exclusive 
and  it  generally  closed,  so  extended  stays  on  the  Hopi  reservation  cannot 
be  arranged  with  anyone  except  the  Hopi  Tribe.  "Children"  will  be  able 
to  build  homes  next  to  their  parents  provided  they  are  on  the  qualified 
list  and  provided  they  sign  a lease  with  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

Although  they  want  all  sorts  of  people  to  come  to  the  Hopi  Reservation, 
they  are  not  willing  to  take  any  responsibility  for  their  safety  and 
welfare.  The  closing  statement  reads: 

'I  understand  that  I am  taking  full  personal  responsibility  for 
my  participation  in  this  effort  and  agree  to  hold  no  one  other 
than  myself  responsible  for  any  misadventure  that  may  occur 
at  any  time. ' 

There  are  Navajo  people  who  are  tired  of  outside  interference.  There 
are  many  Hopis  who  are  weary  of  interference  from  dogooders.  After  all 
the  do  gooders  leave,  once  tired  of  their  play,  guess  who  is  left  to  deal 
with  the  after  effects? 

For  all  those  who  might  support  this  cause,  think  before  you  leap,  ask 
yourself  if  your  involvement  might  make  things  better.  Would  it  not  be 
better  if  everyone  concentrated  and  put  their  energies  into  one  place  no 
matter  where  it  was? 

Is  it  not  through  divine  guidance,  faith,  belief  and  prayer  that  hope 
will  become  reality? 
cdm@azstarnet . com 
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Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 
Gathering  Strength 

Ending  the  Cycle  of  Family  Violence 

Aboriginal  people  speaking  at  our  public  hearings,  especially  women, 
were  frank  about  the  extent  and  severe  effects  of  family  violence  in 
Aboriginal  life.  They  pointed  to  the  need  for  improved  services,  but  they 
said  that  the  best  hope  lies  in  restoration  of  traditional  Aboriginal 
values  of  respect  for  women  and  children  and  reintegration  of  women 
into  family,  community  and  nation  decision  making. 

The  Canadian  Panel  on  Violence  Against  Women(1993)  stated  that 
family  violence  arises  from  a fundamental  imbalance  of  power  between 
men  and  women.  This  is  true  for  Aboriginal  people,  too,  but 
this  inequality  exists  within  a greater  imbalance  of  power  that  between 
Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal  society.  In  these  circumstances,  the 
loss,  humiliation,  frustration  and  anger  shared  by  all  Aboriginal 
people  can  provoke  violence  in  some,  as  one  speaker  explained  to  us: 

The  oppressed  begin  to  develop  what  they  call  'cultural  self-shame'  and 
'cultural  self-hate',  which  results  in  a lot  of  frustration  and  anger.  At  the 
same  time... we  begin  to  adopt  our  oppressors'  values,  and  in  a way,  we 
become  oppressors  ourselves  We  begin  hurting  our  own  people.  When 
you  talk  about  things  like  addiction  and  family  abuse,  elder  abuse, 
sexual  abuse,  jealousy,  gossip,  suicide  and  all  the  different  forms  of 
abuse  we  seem  to  be  experiencing,  it's  all  based  on  [oppression]. 

Roy  Fabian,  Executive  Director 
Flay  River  Treatment  Centre 
Hay  River,  Northwest  Territories 

Family  violence  among  Aboriginal  people  thus  has  its  own  dynamic,  and 
public  policy  must  take  this  into  account. 

* Violence  and  abuse  are  often  part  of  a pattern  of  disrupted 
relationships,  deadened  feelings  and  weakened  cultural  rules  for 
responsible  behaviour,  a pattern  that  can  be  traced  back  to 
government  interventions. 

* In  some  cases,  a culture  of  violence  has  invaded  communities. 

Incidents  cannot  be  treated  as  the  isolated  problems  of  particular 
couples  or  households. 

* Violence  in  Aboriginal  communities  is  promoted  and  sustained  by 
racist  attitudes  that  perpetuate  demeaning  stereotypes,  especially 
of  Aboriginal  women. 

No  matter  where  it  occurs,  family  violence  is  hidden.  Women  hesitate 
to  speak  out  for  fear  of  triggering  more  abuse,  or  because  they  are 
ashamed  and  blame  themselves  for  their  situation.  Aboriginal  women 
stay  silent  for  other  reasons  as  well.  They  may  fear  further 
victimization  by  local  leaders,  mostly  male.  But  they  remain  reluctant 
to  call  attention  to  their  troubles  for  fear  of  exposing  their 
communities  to  contempt  or  their  families  to  intervention  by  outsiders. 

Aboriginal  people  who  asked  the  Commission  to  help  end  the  violence 
had  clear  ideas  about  how  it  should  be  done: 

* Don't  stereotype  all  Aboriginal  people  as  violent  make  sure  that 
interventions  are  targeted  to  those  at  risk. 

* Don't  let  anyone  use  cultural  difference  as  an  excuse  for  violence 
hold  perpetrators  accountable  and  make  sure  that  the  vulnerable 
are  protected. 

* Don't  imagine  that  violence  can  be  treated  as  a stand-alone 
problem  root  out  the  social  and  political  injustices,  the  poverty 
and  the  racism,  that  breed  violence  in  all  its  forms. 


These  should  be  the  first  steps  in  making  change: 

* Aboriginal  leaders  should  take  a firm  public  stand  against  violence 
and  work  with  their  communities  to  develop  zero  tolerance 
standards  and  policies. 

* Aboriginal  governments  and  organizations  should  assure  the  full 
and  fair  representation  of  women  in  decision  making. 

* Aboriginal  governments  should  support  the  work  Aboriginal 
women  are  doing  to  solve  health  and  social  problems  and 
recognize  their  expertise  in  relation  to  family  violence. 

Some  Aboriginal  people  are  wary  of  giving  their  own  governments 
scope  to  interfere  in  family  life,  as  Canadian  governments  have 
done  in  the  past.  But  there  is  an  undeniable  need  to  protect  the 
vulnerable.  It  is  a matter  of  balance. 

The  Urgent  Need  for  Whole  Health 

The  health  status  of  Aboriginal  people  in  Canada  today  is  both  a tragedy 
and  a crisis.  Illness  of  almost  every  kind  occurs  more  often  among 
Aboriginal  people  than  among  other  Canadians. 

* Registered  Indians  (for  whom  we  have  the  best  data)  can  expect  to 
die  7 to  8 years  younger  than  other  Canadians.  This  difference  in 
life  expectancy  has  two  major  causes:  a higher  rate  of  death 
among  Aboriginal  babies  (twice  the  national  average),  and  a 
higher  rate  of  injury  and  accidental  death  among  Aboriginal 
children,  youth  and  young  adults. 

* Chronic  and  degenerative  diseases  such  as  cancer  and  heart 
disease  are  affecting  more  Aboriginal  people  than  they  once  did. 
Diabetes,  with  its  many  complications,  is  a particularly  serious 
problem  in  some  places. 

* Rates  of  violence  and  self-destructive  behaviour,  including 
substance  abuse  and  suicide,  are  high. 

* Elevated  rates  of  educational  failure,  unemployment,  welfare 
dependency,  conflict  with  the  law  and  incarceration  signal  major 
imbalances  in  the  life  experience  and  well-being  of  Aboriginal 
people. 

Twenty-five  years  of  effort  by  local,  provincial  and  national  health 
caregivers  have  raised  Aboriginal  health  status  from  the  lows  to  which 
it  had  sunk  by  mid-century.  Still,  the  results  fall  far  short  of  the  goal 
of  equal  health  outcomes  for  all  Canadians. 

Aboriginal  people  urgently  need  resources  to  help  them  reduce  infant 
mortality,  tuberculosis,  diabetes,  heart  disease  and  other  illnesses.  But 
they  know  that  curing  diseases  of  the  body  alone  cannot  restore  well- 
being. What  they  are  looking  for  is  more  fundamental  and  more 
transformative . 

They  are  trying  to  bring  balance  and  vitality  to  body,  mind,  emotions 
and  spirit  as  ends  in  themselves  and  as  preconditions  for  balance  and 
vitality  in  their  societies.  In  short,  they  are  looking  for  whole  health. 

Historical  records  and  archaeological  evidence  tell  us  that  many  of  the 
illnesses  prevalent  in  Europe  at  the  time  of  first  contact  were  unknown 
or  very  rare  in  the  Americas.  Infectious  diseases,  from  influenza  to 
tuberculosis,  were  passed  from  the  newcomers  to  Indigenous  people, 
with  devastating  results.  Hundreds  of  thousands  sickened  and  died. 

In  Canada,  a population  estimated  at  500,000  at  the  time  of  first  contact 
had  plunged  to  102,000  by  the  time  of  the  1871  census. 

In  the  new  climate  of  social  responsibility  that  sparked  the  growth  of 
public  services  after  the  Second  World  War,  health  authorities  began  to 
take  seriously  the  need  for  medical  care  in  Aboriginal  communities. 

Today,  almost  every  settlement  has  at  least  nursing  services  available. 

But  despite  large  sums  spent  on  illness  care.  Aboriginal  people 
still  experience  ill  health  at  unacceptable  levels.  The 
Commission  looked  at 

* infant,  child  and  maternal  health 

* infectious  disease 

* chronic  disease 

* disability 


* injury  and  accident 

* alcohol  abuse 

* community  health  (poverty,  physical  living  conditions, 
environmental  hazards) 

In  each  case,  although  gains  have  been  made,  disadvantage  continues.  In 
each  case,  too,  the  pattern  of  causality  for  a specific  illness 
includes  factors  outside  the  boundaries  of  ordinary  medicine  social, 
emotional  and  economic  conditions  that  in  turn  lead  back  to  the 
complex,  destabilizing  and  demoralizing  legacy  of  colonialism. 

Obviously,  then,  more  of  the  same  more  illness  care  services  will  not 
turn  the  tide.  What  is  needed  is  a new  strategy  for  Aboriginal  health  and 
healing. 

Two  Traditions  of  Healing  Converge 

In  recent  years.  Aboriginal  people  have  shown  great  energy  and 
imagination  in  tackling  health  and  social  problems.  They  have 
petitioned  for  more  control  of  local  services,  and  some  have  met  with 
at  least  partial  success.  Those  with  partial  control  are  beginning  to 
modify  and  adapt  services  to  reflect  their  own  values,  traditions  and 
priorities  with  good  results. 

But  Aboriginal  people  want  to  make  more  radical  changes  in  the  way 
health  and  healing  are  promoted  in  their  communities.  Their  main 
concerns  revolve  around  four  themes: 

* Inequality  of  health  status 

The  rate  of  many  illnesses,  and  the  risk  of  future  illness  and  premature 
death,  are  significantly  higher  among  Aboriginal  people  than  among 
other  Canadians.  A further  source  of  inequality  favours  some 
Aboriginal  people  over  others:  federal  services  and  programs  are 
available  to  registered  Indians  and  Inuit,  but  not  to  others.  But  the 
fundamental  inequality  that  puts  Aboriginal  people  at  risk  for  illness  is 
income.  Poverty  and  ill  health  go  hand  in  hand,  and  Aboriginal  people 
are  among  the  poorest  in  Canada. 

* Interconnectedness 

Aboriginal  concepts  of  health  and  healing  start  from  the  position 
that  all  the  elements  of  life  and  living  are  interdependent.  By 
extension,  well-being  flows  from  balance  and  harmony  among  all 
elements  of  personal  and  collective  life. 

* Control 

Dependence  on  the  Canadian  state  has  left  Aboriginal  communities  and 
nations  without  the  authority  to  develop  and  control  health  and  social 
services.  Lack  of  control  over  important  dimensions  of  living  in  itself 
contributes  to  ill  health.  Aboriginal  people  want  to  exercise  their  own 
judgement  and  understanding  about  what  makes  people  healthy,  their 
own  skills  in  solving  health  and  social  problems. 

* Culture  and  traditional  healing 

Although  Aboriginal  people  have  moved  far  away  from  the  lifestyles  of 
their  ancestors,  they  still  see  value  in  the  traditions  and  practices  that 
made  them  unique  including  medical  traditions  ranging  from  herbal 
therapies  to  forms  of  psychotherapy.  Often,  they  find  that  mainstream 
health  services  do  not  understand  or  fully  meet  their  needs.  They  want 
to  re-examine  practices  that  were  once  suppressed  or  ridiculed  for 
their  possible  usefulness  today. 

The  most  advanced  thinkers  in  health  policy  circles  today  have  reached 
some  major  conclusions  about  what  makes  people  well.  These 
'determinants  of  health'  converge  with  Aboriginal  perspectives  on  health 
and  healing  through  several  key  ideas: 

* Health  comes  from  the  connectedness  of  human  systems  body, 
mind,  emotions,  spirit  not  their  separate  dynamics. 

* Economic  factors  (employment  status,  personal  and  community 
poverty)  play  a central  role  in  determining  health. 

* Personal  responsibility  for  health  and  wellness  is  as  important  as 
professional  or  external  expertise. 

* The  health  of  the  environment  affects  the  health  of  people. 

* Health  and  well-being  in  childhood  affect  lifelong  health  status. 

These  ideas  favour  a system  that  places  less  emphasis  on  particular 


medical  conditions  and  more  emphasis  on  the  underlying  social, 
economic  and  political  factors  that  influence  health. 

Health  policy  must  assist  in  dispelling  the  legacy  of  poverty, 
powerlessness  and  despair  in  Aboriginal  communities.  This  is  the  key 
to  whole  health  for  Aboriginal  people. 
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1997  Honorable  Patrick  Kennedy  (D-RI)  House  of  Representatives 

Thank  you,  Ron. 

It's  good  seeing  you  again,  we  just  were  with  each  other  yesterday  as  we 
joined  the  Narrangansett  Tribe  and  First  Councilman  of  that  Tribe,  Randy 
Noka,  and  the  Tribal  Council  members  of  the  Narrangansett  Tribe  for  a rally 
on  their  behalf  for  the  Narrangansett  Tribe  when  it  came  to  last  year's 
legislation  by  one  of  my  colleagues  from  the  Rhode  Island  delegation.  Senator 
Chaffee  with  respect  to  cutting  the  Narrangansett  out  of  the  provisions 
of  IGRA  after  the  fact.  After  the  Narrangesett  has  received  Federal 
recognition  and  has  come  under  IGRA  as  they  should  have  been.  Last  year, 
as  you  know,  under  the  omnibus  Appropriations  and  Reconciliation  Act  a 
Chaffee  amendment  was  put  in  which  carved  out  the  exception  for  the 
Narrangansett  Tribe  from  IGRA.  I spoke  to  Senator  Inouye  about  this  last 
year  2E  Because  of  the  process  which  was  a back-door  process  this  bill  was 
allowed  to  be  passed  because  it  was  tacked  on  to  that  budgetary  bill.  So 
when  I was  listening  to  Senator  Inouye  make  his  remarks,  I was  listening 
very  closely  when  he  talked  about  the  new  power  that  the  President  had,  the 
line-item  veto,  I could  not  think  of  a better  example  or  a better  first  use 
of  that  line  item  veto  than  to  have  him  exercise  it  in  cutting  out  of  any 
future  omnibus  and  reconciliation  bill,  a provision  like  the  discriminatory 
measure  that  affected  the  Narrangansett  Tribe  in  my  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
It's  an  important  issue,  not  only  to  the  Narrangansett  in  Rhode  Island,  but 
it's  an  important  issue  to  any  one  of  you  because  if  any  one  member  of 
Congress  can  feel  as  though  because  politically  it's  advantageous  for  them 
to  look  like  they  are  standing  on  the  side  of  the  State,  if  you  will, 
against  the  sovereign  nation  within  their  respective  jurisdiction,  then  you 
could  be  sure  that  others  would  see  that  this  was  done  by  Senator  Chaffee 
and  if  it  could  be  done  to  one  tribe,  if  it  can  be  done  to  the  Narrangansett 
in  Rhode  Island  and  if  they  can  find  an  explanation  and  an  excuse,  to 
unanimously  carve  out  an  exception  for  one  tribe  when  it  comes  to  IGRA,  you 
can  bet  that  it  weakens  the  case  for  all  of  you  in  future  court  battle  and 


future  legislative  battles  that  you  will  face.  That  is  why  my  work  and 
my  colleagues  work  on  behalf  of  the  Narrangansett  is  something  that  I would 
like  for  all  of  your  support  on.  I know  that  Randy  Noka  and  other  members 
of  the  Narrangansett  Tribe,  and  Ron  has  been  terrific,  has  gotten  this 
message  out  to  other  Indian  Nations  and  I invite  you  to  join  us  in  getting 
hearings  this  year  from  the  Congress  which  we  were  not  able  to  get  last 
year.  I am  confident  that  if  a measure  like  this  would  go  before  the 
Committees  of  jurisdiction,  it  never  would  have  passed.  So,  what  is  most 
important  from  the  get-go,  from  my  point  of  view,  that  I'd  like  to  ask  for 
your  support  on  is  that  we  push  for  hearings  on  this  legislation.  I am 
confident  that  if  we  are  to  do  this,  we  will  see  a reversal  of  the 
discriminatory  act  that  was  passed  last  year.  I want  to  move  right  on  to  one 
of  the  questions  that  was  asked  on  how  you  educate  new  members.  One  of  the 
things  that  I have  been  shocked  to  learn  is  that  there  is  no  organized 
mechanism  whereby  members  of  the  US  Congress  who  have  a common  interest  in 
Native  American  relations  between  our  nation  and  Native  American  Nations, 
they  do  not  have  a mechanism  with  which  to  share  information  in  Congress. 

As  you  know,  there  are  caucuses  that  revolve  around  specific  issues  where 
members  can  share  with  one  another,  common  interests.  I am  confident  that  we 
can  work  in  the  next  Congress,  and  this  will  be  my  second  request  to  all  of 
you,  is  that  we  work  together,  and  I will  work  with  Ron  to  make  sure  that  we 
can  organize  effectively  a Native  American  Caucus  within  the  House  of 
Representatives  within  the  House  side  of  this  Congress.  I think  this  will 
give  us  an  opportunity  to  take  already  those  members,  like  Dale  Kildee, 
myself,  many  others  who  have  great  concerns  with  our  relationship  to  Native 
Americans  and  make  sure  we  can  work  more  effectively  in  and  amongst 
ourselves  but  also  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  reach  out  to  over  three 
hundred  members  of  Congress  who  don't  have  Native  American  Reservations 
within  their  geographical  districts,  but  because  a friend  of  theirs  may  ask 
them  to  be  a member  of  that  caucus,  they  may  become  a member  because  there 
is  a request,  as  Senator  Inouye  has  said,  from  members  of  your  respective 
tribes  that  they  become  of  the  caucus,  perhaps  they  will  become  a member 
of  the  caucus  and  when  they  are,  maybe  when  we  have  organizational  meetings 
that  is  centered  around  specific  issues  and  will  want  to  call  meetings 
of  the  caucus  only  when  there  are  dire  issues  that  are  really  significant 
that  are  facing  the  collective  Congress  on  the  floor  of  the  House  that  we 
act  as  a unified  caucus  when  addressing  those  issues.  I found  it 
effective  when  advocating  on  behalf  of  other  constituents  to  join  with  my 
colleagues  with  respective  caucuses  where  their  issues  are  important  and  I 
think  the  same  could  be  true  for  Native  Americans  if  we  could  get  together  a 
caucus,  if  you  will,  a clearing  house  for  issues  effecting  Native  Americans 
and  I would  invite  all  of  you  to  join  me  and  Ron  in  that  endeavor  and  look 
forward  to  making  it  easier  when  presenting  important  information  and 
educating  my  colleagues  for  you  to  do  that  in  a forum  that  also  allows  you 
to  address  several  members  at  the  same  time. 

Finally,  with  respect  to  getting  out  and  learning  about  the  issues  that 
affect  you  and  your  daily  lives,  I look  forward  to  joining  with  my  colleague. 
Dale  Kildee,  next  week  and  going  out  to  several  reservations  around  the 
country,  as  I embark  on  my  first  trip  to  Native  American  lands  in  this 
country  and  I look  forward  to  doing  so  myself  so  that  I can  become  a more 
effective  advocate  on  behalf  of  Native  Americans  and  understand  that  when  I 
advocate,  as  I should,  on  behalf  of  my  constituents,  the  Narragansett  of 
Rhode  Island,  I can  better  appreciate  where  their  issues  are  in  concert  with 
the  issues  faced  by  many  tribes  in  their  very  same  situations  all  around  the 
country.  I just  can  say  that  last  week,  I visited  the  Narragansett  Tribe 
and  saw  where  they  just  completed  a new  health  care  facility  for  their 
tribal  members  but  it  is  an  on-going  battle  for  them  when  sorting  out  the 
sovereignty  issue  as  the  number  one  issue  as  Senator  Inouye  properly  gave  a 
lot  of  attention  to  because  all  the  other  issues  with  respect  to  education, 
the  environment,  health  care,  you  name  it,  all  come  under  that  one  issue 
that  is  the  pinnacle  of  all  issues  facing  Native  Americans,  that  is 
sovereignty. 

When  it  comes  to  working  out  local  issues  between  the  tribe  and  local 
government  or  the  tribe  and  state  government,  or  what  have  you,  or  the 
the  tribe  and  other  federal  agencies,  it  all  comes  back  to  sovereignty. 


In  that  regard  , I was  pleased  to  address  yesterday's  rallye  on  the 
grounds  of  the  United  States  Capitol  and  speaking  about  the  importance  of 
addressing  the  issue  of  sovereignty  by  understanding  the  history  of 
Native  American  Peoples  in  our  own  history  in  this  country.  I was  very 
pleased  when  standing  in  the  back  and  listening  to  Senator  Inouye,  to  hear 
him  talk  about  false  perceptions  of  Native  Americans  as  if  you're  here 
asking  for  something  from  us.  I can  tell  you  that  it  is  a common  false 
perception  that  I face  when  addressing  issues  of  the  Narragansett  in  my 
state  of  Rhode  Island  because  it's  always  "why  are  we  giving  them  special 
rights?"  The  reason  why  that  ignorance  and  discrimination  is  so  prevalent, 
it's  because  there  is  so  much  ignorance  of  Native  American  history  and  in 
our  history.  When  you  think  about  the  "Manifest  Destiny"  of  this  country 
and  the  expansion  westward,  never  in  any  of  the  history  books  do  you  read 
about  the  displacement  of  Native  American  People.  Never  in  any  of  the 
history  books  do  you  really  come  to  appreciate  the  devastating  impact  of 
what  the  Native  Americans  have  come  to  know  as  "The  Trail  of  Tears". 

Never  has  that  been  an  adequate  part  of  American  history  as  it  should  be, 
and  it  American  history  that  we  are  talking  about,  and  it  is  because  of 
that  ignorance  that  I think  you  have  to  continue  to  fight  "the  old  fight". 

As  I see  it,  whenever  I address  any  issue,  I'm  going  to  start  of  by 
addressing  the  fundamental  issue  and  that  is,  that  fact  that  we  share  this 
land  with  other  people.  It's  not  our  land,  or  your  land,  it's  the 
Creator's.  If  we  don't  understand  respect,  that  it  doesn't  belong  to 
anyone  and  it's  not  one  person's  right  to  tell  one  person  how  to  live  on 
that  land,  then  no  other  issue  can  be  resolved  as  I see  it.  It  will  all  be 
obscured  under  the  legalese  of  the  different  legislative  give-and-take  and 
lawyer  talk  that  can  pervade  the  discussion  of  any  Indian  issue  that  you 
face. 

As  I see  it,  this  will  be  my  fundamental  job  as  a new  member  of  Congress, 
and  that  is  to  go  back  over  the  history  of  Native  American  Peoples  in  our 
country  and  to  share  with  other  members  of  Congress  who  haven't  had  my 
family's  proud  history  of  working  along  side  of  great  leaders  of  Native 
American  Nations  as  my  Uncles  have  in  their  service  in  our  government, 
working  with  government-to-government  relationships  with  Native  American 
leaders  dating  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  struggle  for  Native  Americans 
in  the  last  several  decades.  Then  I think  that  we'll  be  able  to  finally  make 
the  progress  we  should  make.  So,  what  I'm  here  to  say  today,  that  although 
you'd  like  to  cut  out  a little  bit  of  Senator  Inouye  and  place  them  in 
all  of  my  colleagues,  you  can  be  sure  that  there's  already  a bit  of 
Senator  Inouye  in  my  feelings  about  Native  American  People. 

Thank  you. 

"RE : Through  Indian  Eyes"  

Date:  17  Feb  97  11:40:45 

From:  Vern.lordan@f0.n509.z88.fidonet.org  (Vern  Iordan) 

Sub j : Through  Indian  Eyes,  17  Feb  97 

Mailing  List:  The  Moccasin  Telegraph  <tmtlist@comm-dat . com> 

Si  yu  All, 

Some  more  of  the  history  and  stories  of  the  Indian  People  in  my  a series 
that  are  not  from  the  book  titled  of  that  name.  I have  called  this  series 
by  the  name  for  several  years,  long  before  I ever  heard  of  the  book  by  that 
name.  Very  little  of  what  I have  posted  in  any  of  these  series  is  from  that 
book.  I had  failed  to  explain  that  in  a recent  conversation  with  some  of  the 
members  of  TMT.  The  information  I have  collected  for  this  ongoing  series  is 
from  many  different  sources,  some  from  my  thoughts  only.  This  information  is 
posted  for  educational  purposes  and  for  the  interest  it  generates  to  all 
members.  Most  of  all,  it  is  to  keep  our  culture  alive  and  growing  rather 
than  just  let  it  die  with  the  loss  of  many  of  our  elders  of  the  past  from 
all  nations  and  all  cultures. 


Thank  you  for  listening. 


Important  Dates  in  North  Carolina  Indian  History 
(Compiled  by  the  North  Carolina  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs) 
ca.  40,000  B.C.E. 

People  migrate  to  North  America  by  way  of  the  Bering  Land 
Bridge . 

8000-1000  B.C.E. 

Archaic  tradition, 
ca.  1200  B.C.E. 

Southeastern  Indians  begin  growing  squash  and  gourds. 

1000  B.C.E.-A.D.  700 
Woodland  tradition, 
ca.  200  B.C.E. 

Southeastern  Indians  begin  cultivating  corn. 

A.D.  700-1500 

Mississippi  tradition. 

1524 

Italian  navigator  Giovanni  da  Verrazzano  is  the  first  European 
explorer  to  visit  the  Indians  of  North  Carolina.  He  lands  at  Cape 
Fear  and  the  Outer  Banks. 

1540 

Hernando  de  Soto  and  his  expedition  visit  Indian  communities  in 
western  North  Carolina  on  his  march  north  from  Florida. 

1566 

A Spanish  expedition  led  by  luan  Pardo  visits  the  Catawba, 

Wateree,  and  Saxapahaw  tribes  of  Carolina. 

1584 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  first  expedition  visits  the  Indians  of  Roanoke 
Island . 

1585 

English  colony  is  established  at  Roanoke  Island  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  Colony  falls  the  following  year. 

1587 

lohn  White's  colony  is  established  on  Roanoke  Island. 

1590 

Disappearance  of  lohn  White's  colony  is  discovered.  Henceforth 
this  colony  is  called  the  "Lost  Colony." 

1650 

The  beginning  of  a steady  stream  of  white  settlers  moves  into 
Indian  lands  along  the  coastal  sounds  and  rivers  of  North  Caro- 
lina . 

1664 

Clarendon  County  colony  from  Barbados  is  established  in  the 

Cape  Fear  region.  Several  years  of  Indian-white  conflict  ends  the 

colony. 

1670 

German  physician  lohn  Lederer  visits  the  tribes  of  coastal  North 
Carolina . 

1675 

The  first  Indian  "war"  in  North  Carolina  erupts  between  the 
Chowan  and  white  settlers  in  Virginia. 

1701-1711 

Surveyorjohn  Lawson  visits  the  tribes  of  eastern  North  Carolina. 

He  is  killed  by  the  Tuscarora  in  171  1. 

1711 

Tuscarora  War  begins. 

1713 

Tuscarora  War  ends.  The  majority  of  the  defeated  Tuscarora  seek 
refuge  with  the  Five  Nations  of  the  Iroquois  in  New  York  State. 

1715 

Peace  treaty  with  remaining  North  Carolina  Tuscarora  is  signed. 
Tuscarora,  Coree,  and  Machapunga  are  placed  on  reservation 
established  in  Hyde  County  near  Lake  Mattamuskeet . By  1761  the 
reservation  has  ceased  to  exist. 


1730 


Cherokee  leaders  visit  London,  confer  with  the  king  of  England, 
and  pledge  eternal  friendship  to  the  British. 

1732 

Lumbee  Henry  Berry  Lowry  and  lames  Lowry  are  granted  land  on 
the  Lowry  Swamp  east  of  the  Lumber  River. 

1738-1739 

Smallpox  epidemic  ravages  Indian  population  in  North  Carolina. 

1755 

Proposal  to  establish  an  Indian  academy  in  present-day  Sampson 
County  is  approved  by  the  colonial  governor. 

1775 

Cherokee  cede  large  tract  of  land  in  central  and  western  Kentucky, 
southwestern  Virginia,  and  parts  of  north  and  northwestern  Ten- 
nessee in  the  "Henderson  Purchase." 

1776 

Cherokee  side  with  the  British  during  the  Ai-nerican  Revolution. 
The  Coharle  and  Lumbee  fight  on  the  side  of  the  Americans. 

1785 

Cherokee  sign  the  Treaty  of  Hopewell,  which  delineates  the 
boundaries  of  Cherokee  territory. 

1791 

Cherokee  sign  the  Treaty  of  Holston  and  are  forced  by  treaty  to 
cede  100-mile  tract  of  land  in  exchange  for  goods  and  annuity  of 
$1,000  per  year. 

1802 

Cherokee  National  Council  is  established. 

1808 

Cherokee  establish  a law  code  and  the  "Light  Horse  Guards"  to 
maintain  law  and  order. 

1810 

Cherokee  abolish  clan  revenge  as  a mechanism  for  social  control. 
1812-1814 

Cherokee  fight  on  side  of  Americans  to  put  down  Tecumseh's 
efforts  to  drive  out  whites. 

Several  Lumbee  serve  in  American  forces  during  the  War  of  1812. 
1817 

Cherokee  cede  land  in  exchange  for  land  on  the  Arkansas  River, 
and  2,000  Cherokee  move  west. 

1820 

Cherokee  establish  Judicial  administration  and  eight  districts. 
1821 

Cherokee  National  Council  approves  the  Cherokee  Syllabary  in- 
vented by  Sequoia  between  1809  and  1821. 

1822 

Cherokee  National  Supreme  Court  is  established. 

1825 

New  Cherokee  capital  is  established  at  New  Echota. 

1827 

Cherokee  approve  a new  tribal  constitution. 

1828 

First  edition  of  the  Cherokee  Phoenix,  a newspaper  printed  in 
Cherokee  and  English,  is  released. 

1830 

U.S.  Congress  passes  Indian  Removal  Act. 

1835 

Cherokee  Removal  Treaty  is  signed. 

1838-1839 

Cherokee  are  removed  to  Oklahoma  on  the  "Trail  of  Tears." 

1840 

North  Carolina  General  Assembly  passes  law  prohibiting  Indians 
from  owning  or  carrying  weapons  without  first  obtaining  license. 

1848 

Catawba  at  Cherokee  request  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  to 
appoint  an  official  to  organize  their  removal  to  the  West. 
1862-1872 


Lumbee  Henry  Berry  Lowry  and  his  triracial  band  wage  "war" 
against  the  white  establishment  in  Robeson  County  for  injustices 
to  Indians. 

1868 

New  North  Carolina  constitution , which  restores  voting  rights  to 
Indians,  is  passed. 

1885 

Indians  in  Robeson,  Richmond,  and  Sampson  counties  are  recog- 
nized as  the  "Croatan"  by  the  North  Carolina  General  Assembly. 
Legislation  also  provides  for  separate  schools  for  the  "Croatan." 

1887 

Croatan  Normal  School  for  the  Indians  of  Robeson  County  is 
established  one  mile  west  of  Pembroke  and  is  given  an  appropria- 
tion of  $500  by  the  North  Carolina  General  Assembly. 

1889 

Eastern  Band  of  the  Cherokee  is  incorporated  under  North  Caro- 
lina law. 

1907 

North  Carolina  General  Assembly  mandates  separate  schools  for 
the  "Croatan  Indians  and  Creoles  of  Cumberland  County." 

1910 

Coharie  hold  their  first  recorded  community  meeting  and  elect  a 
tribal  chief. 

Slilloh  Indian  School  is  constructed  in  Sampson  County.  Operating 
funds  for  the  school  are  secured  from  a monthly  fee  charged  each 
student.  School  closes  in  1938. 

1911 

North  Carolina  General  Assembly  changes  name  of  Croatans  to 
"Indians  of  Robeson  County." 

Croatan  Normal  School  is  renamed  Indian  Normal  School  of 
Robeson  County. 

High  Plains  Indian  School  for  the  Indians  of  Person  County  is 
established.  School  closes  in  1962. 

New  Bethel  Indian  School  is  established  for  Indians  in  Sampson 
County.  School  closes  in  1941. 

1913 

Indians  of  Robeson  County  are  renamed  "Cherokee  Indians  of 
Robeson  County"  by  the  North  Carolina  General  Assembly. 

Indians  living  in  Person  County  (formerly  called  "Cubans")  are 
officially  designated  as  "Indians  of  Person  County"  by  the  North 
Carolina  General  Assembly. 

1925 

Cherokee  lands  are  placed  in  trust  status  with  the  federal  govern- 
ment . 

1933 

Wide-Awake  School  for  Waccamaw-Siouan  is  established  in  Colum- 
bus County.  School  closes  in  1966. 

1935 

North  Carolina  General  Assembly  passes  act  to  provide  for  the 
preservation  of  Indian  antiquities  in  North  Carolina.  Citizens  are 
"urged"  to  comply.  No  criminal  penalties  are  set. 

1937 

North  Carolina  General  Assembly  empowers  governor  to  set 
aside  "some  day"  as  "Indian  Day." 

1940 

First  college  degree  is  granted  at  Indian  Normal  School  of  Robeson 
County. 

1941 

Name  of  Indian  Normal  School  of  Robeson  County  is  changed  by 
General  Assembly  to  "Pembroke  State  College  for  Indians." 

1942 

East  Carolina  Indian  School  is  established  in  Sampson  County  to 
serve  Indians  in  seven  surrounding  counties.  School  closes  in 
1965. 


1947 


First  Indian  mayor  of  town  of  Pembroke  is  elected.  Prior  to  this 
date,  the  governor  of  North  Carolina  appointed  the  mayors  of 
Pembroke,  all  of  whom  were  non-Indians. 

1950 

Funding  of  Cherokee  Historical  Association  and  first  performance 
of  outdoor  drama  Unto  These  Hills. 

1952 

Hawkeye  Indian  School  for  the  Indians  living  in  Hoke  County  is 
established.  School  closes  in  1968. 

1953 

Lumbee  (formerly  called  Cherokee  of  Robeson  County  are  recog- 
nized by  the  state  of  North  Carolina. 

1954 

Les  Maxwell  School  for  the  Indians  of  Cumberland  County  is 
established.  School  closes  in  1967. 

1956 

"Lumbee  Bill"  is  passed  by  U.S.  Congress.  The  bill  recognizes  the 
Lumbee  as  an  Indian  tribe  but  denies  them  services  from  the  BIA. 

1957 

Halliwa  Elementary  and  Secondary  School  is  established.  School 
closes  in  1968. 

1958 

Lumbee  successfully  thwart  attempt  by  Ku  Klux  Klan  to  establish 
itself  in  Robeson  County. 

1965 

Halliwa  receive  state  recognition  as  an  Indian  tribe. 

1968 

Lumbee  Regional  Development  Association  (LRDA)  is  chartered 
by  the  state  of  North  Carolina. 

1969 

Pembroke  State  College  for  Indians  becomes  Pembroke  State 
University  and  part  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina  system. 

1970 

East  Carolina  Tuscarora  Indian  Association  Is  established  in 
Robeson  County. 

Waccamaw-Siouan  Development  Association  (WSDA)  is  chartered. 
Cherokee  Civic  Center  is  completed. 

1971 

Coharie  and  Waccamaw-Siouan  tribes  are  recognized  by  the  state 
of  North  Carolina. 

North  Carolina  Commission  of  Indian  Affairs  is  established  by 
the  North  Carolina  General  Assembly. 

First  Indian-owned  bank  in  the  United  States-Lumbee  Bank-is 
chartered . 

1973 

Carolina  Indian  Voice,  an  Indian-owned  newspaper,  begins  opera- 
tion in  Robeson  County. 

Cumberland  County  Association  for  Indian  People  (CCAIP)  Is 
chartered . 

Henry  Ward  Oxendine,  a Lumbee  from  Robeson  County,  becomes 
the  first  North  Carolina-born  Indian  to  serve  in  the  North  Caro- 
lina House  of  Representatives. 

1974 

Halliwa  Tribe,  Inc.,  is  chartered. 

1975 

Guilford  Native  American  Association  (GNAA)  and  the  Coharie 
Inter-Tribal  Council  are  chartered. 

New  multi-million  dollar  Cherokee  High  School  opens. 

1976 

Metrolina  Native  American  Association  (MNAA)  is  chartered. 

The  outdoor  drama  Strike  at  the  Wind,  the  story  of  Lumbee 
Henry  Berry  Lowry,  opens  in  Robeson  County. 

1980 

"Indian  Heritage  Week"  is  proclaimed  by  Governor  lames  B. 

Hunt,  lr. 


1981 


Lumbee  and  Halliwa  received  membership  in  the  National  Con- 
gress of  American  Indians  (NCAI). 

The  "Unmarked  Human  Burial  and  Human  Skeletal  Remains 
Protection  Act"  and  the  "Archaeological  Resources  Protection 
Act"  are  unanimously  passed  by  the  North  Carolina  General 
Assembly.  Criminal  penalties  are  set  for  violations,  and  involve- 
ment of  Indian  communities  is  mandated  in  decisions  concerning 
treatment,  analysis,  and  disposition  of  native  American  remains. 

enc| 

Do  hi  yi  Tsogali. 

Quv  (na)  Tso  da  (na) 
vjordan@bmi . net 

The  Moccasin  Telegraph  (Building  The  Fires) 
http: /www. bmi .net/vjordan/ 

"RE : Stop  Navajo  Relocation"  

Date:  Sun,  2 Mar  1997  14:06:47  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom@prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Stop  Navajo  "relocation": 

UUCP  email 

Hello:  I sometimes  wonder  if  this  kind  of  stuff  will  ever  stop,  and  I think 
not.  They  are  constantly  doing  something  to  the  Indian  people.  I think 
that  those  who  are  of  Native  heritage,  and  those  who  are  not,  but  truly  care 
about  what  happens  to  the  First  Nation's  People,  need  to  take  _action_  on 
these  things,  when  we  can.  This  is  important.  Truthfully,  this  just  makes 
me  really  angry.  The  Tlsalagi  people  were  forcibly  removed  from  their 
homelands,  and  went  through  incredible  hardships  on  the  Trail  of  Tears.  One 
fourth  - _one  fourth_-  of  the  people  died.  One  fourth  of  a Nation  of 
people.  Really  _think_  about  that  for  a second.  And  then  they  get 
"relocated"  to  lands  that  belong  to  the  Indians  in  the  first  place  - but 
which  the  white's  do  not  want,  because  it  is  such  poor  land,  nothing  can 
grow  on  it.  But  then,  if  they  discover  there  are  valuable  minerals  on  the 
land,  well,  they  just  move  the  people  again.  Like  they  are  animals,  or 
something.  The  Indian  people  are  not  even  given  the  courtesy  of  being 
treated  like  human  beings,  let  alone  given  any  respect.  As  I have  said  time 
and  time  again  - they  steal  our  land,  our  languages,  our  children,  our 
religions  - they  take  everything  they  can.  But  they  cannot  take  our 
dignity,  and  they  cannot  kill  our  spirits. 

I think  this  will  never  end  - but  I am  _sure_  it  will  not,  if  we  sit 
passively  by,  and  do  nothing.  Please  email  the  White  House.  Please  help. 

And  remember  Leonard  Peltier! 

One  of  my  heroes  - and  I don't  have  many  - John  Trudell,  said  in  the  movie 
"Thunderheart" : "Sometimes  they  have  to  kill  us,  because  they  cannot  kill 
our  spirits."  The  American  Indians  are  a strong  and  proud  people,  but  I 
would  rather  not  see  any  more  fall,  just  because  they  are  Indian.  I do  not 
want  any  more  of  the  people  martyred  and/or  murdered  - and  it  happens  every 
day,  and  this  is  not  an  exaggeration,  I assure  you. 

The  Indian  people  cannot  be  separated  from  the  Earth  - from  their  land.  To 
move  a people  from  their  land,  is  to  take  a part  of  their  hearts.  They  have 
lost  enough.  This  needs  to  be  stopped. 

Thank  you: 

Freedom  Heart 
+++++ 

Fwd.  from  Wendy: 

Hello  friends! 

What  can  we  do  to  STOP  the  forcible  eviction  of  250  Navajo  Indian  families 
off  their  sacred  lands  in  Big  Mtns,  Ariz.?? 

Historically  speaking,  let  me  mention  the  history  lesson. 

Let  me  give  one  example.  The  story  goes  like  this: 

The  Chickahominy  Indian  Tribes  was  forced  to  evict  off  their 
original  Indian  reservation  lands  in  the  year  1705  in  Providence  Forge, 


Virginia/  Charles  City,  Virginia.  They  were  cut  off  from  their  ties 

with  the  land  permanently.  The  tribe  was  hopelessly  divided  over  many  issues. 

One  side  proposed  to  assimilate  into  the  English  colonial  populations 

and  the  other  side  steadfastly  held  on  to  their  traditional  ways. 

There  were  a lot  of  disagreements  within  the  affected  tribe. 

What  happened  to  many  Indian  tribes  along  the  Potomac  River  in  18th 
Virginia  is  NOW  happening  to  the  Navajo,  Salish,  Yankton  Sioux  tribes 
in  the  West... The  history  is  repeating  itself... 

WHAT  CAN  WE  DO  TO  STOP  THE  PEABODY  CO.  from  Pushing  the  250  Navajo  Indian 
families  out  of  their  houses  in  Big  Mtns,  Ariz.  on  the  deadline  date: 

March  31,  1997  ???? 

I suggest  to  you  that  we  send  endless  e-mails  to  the  whitehouse  e-mail 
address : 

President@whitehouse.gov" 

Vice.President@whitehouse.gov" 

First . Lady@whitehouse.gov" 

autoresponder@whitehouse.gov" 

publications@whitehouse.gov" 

Send  them  e-mails  all  day  and  night  and  beyond  the  deadline  March  31. 
send  them  e-mails  until  they  get  fed  up  with  our  resistance.  Create 
a mailing  list--as  mentioned  above  so  you  don't  have  to  repeat  spelling 
these  white  house  e-mail  addresses.  Create  a mailing  list  and  repeat 
the  e-mail  all  day  and  night  like  a wind  frenzy!  You  don't  want  the 
Navajo  families  to  be  homeless  and  forced  to  beg  on  the  streets  of 
Flagstaff  and  other  border  towns  for  survival.  You  don't  want  them 
to  be  humiliated,  do  you?  You  don't  want  the  Navajo  Indian  children 
to  suffer  from  lowered  self-esteem  in  the  white  schools,  do  you?? 

Wendy 


— "RE:  NA  Reenactors  Needed"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Feb  1997  19:09:51  -0600 

From:  barbara  hartmann  <bhartman@memphisonline . com> 

Sub j : Native  american  reenactors 

UUCP  email 

February  27,  1997 
Dear  Gary; 

I am  in  need  of  Native  Americans  Indians  for  a reenactment  that  we  are 
having  in  Memphis,  TN.  at  Shelby  Farms  on  July  3,4,5,  & 6th  of  this  year.  It 
is  to  be  primitive  living.  Need  a working  village  of  native  american 
indians,  at  least  8 to  10  tipis  or  other  housing  of  their  nations.  Please 
have  anyone  contact  me  at  901-794-5490  for  more  information. 

The  group  I has  to  go  to  something  else,  so  I'm  in  a bind.  PLEASE  HELP  if 
you  can.  Thank  you. 

Barbara  Hartmann  (901)  794-5490 

- — "RE:  Poem:  Sometimes  I Wish"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Oct  1996  16:39:50  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Sometimes  I Wish 

UUCP  email 

Written  January  6,  1991 
by:  Larry  Kibby 

"SOMETIMES  I WISH  " 


Sometimes  I wish 
I could  love  a 
non-Indian  woman. 


Sometimes  I wish 
I could  live  like 
a non-Indian. 

Sometimes  I wish 
to  be  very  rich  like 
a non-Indian. 

Sometimes  I wish . . . 

Sometimes  I wish 
for  nice  home  like 
a non-Indian. 

Sometimes  I wish 
for  a nice  car  like 
a non-Indian. 

Sometimes  I wish 

for  a suit  and  tie  like 

a non-Indian. 

Sometimes  I wish . . . 

Sometimes  I wish 
and  wish, 
for  things  I know 
I can't  have, 
for  I am  of  the 
Indian  world. 

I only  wish  to  be 
What  I am 

and  always  will  be. 

I sometimes  wish 
To  be  only  me. 

An  Indian! 


"RE ; Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  97/02/24  22:48 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  (dfsanders@genie.geis.com) 

Sub j : Verse:  Hawai'ian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  9-15 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

9 

On  any  great  journey,  be  guided  by  the  stars,  na  hoku. 

10 

Learn  of  the  world  around  you,  and  in  the  learning,  . . . find  yourself. 

11 

Honor  the  memory  of  your  ancestors,  your  kupuna. 

12 

Every  life  is  precious;  every  spirit  unique  and  irreplaceable. 

13 

A Journey  of  the  spirit  is  never  truly  finished  --  its  paths  continually 
unfold  before  us. 

14 

A life  well  spent  is  like  the  banyan  tree  --  anchored  to  the  land  by  many 
roots . 

15 

The  rain  is  a blessing  of  renewal  upon  the  earth. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 


(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE ; Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  6 March  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Couple  of  personal  plugs: 

First,  elsewhere  in  Wotanging  Ikche  you  will  find  announcements 
about  demonstrations  in  Montana  and  in  Washington  DC  to  protest  the 
mass  slaughter  of  hundreds  (now  over  1000)  buffalo  in  the  state  of 
Montana.  If  you  can  go  support  the  Native  Americans  who  are  trying 
to  put  a stop  to  this  butchery  that's  happening  to  preserve  the  fortunes 
of  rich  cattlemen  who  are  fattening  their  beef  for  PENNIES  on  YOUR 
TAX  PAID  land  and  denying  that  food  to  starving  buffalo  --  do  it. 

If  you  can't  --  pray  for  those  who  can.  Pray  for  those  who  work  to 
stop  them.  Send  funds  to  organizations  working  to  stop  them. 

Second,  Night  Owl  and  I are  hosting  the  Blackjack  Mountain  Native 
American  Festival  and  Buckskinner ' s Rendezvous.  We're  planning  to  have  a 
LOT  of  fun,  and  provide  an  opportunity  for  dancers  to  dance,  and  a bunch 
of  Indian  people  to  hang  out  together  --  and  not  coincidentally,  an 
opportunity  to  show  guests  who  don't  know  the  first  thing  about  Indian 
culture  and  people  who  we  are  and  why  the  way  we  choose  to  live  is 
valuable.  We'd  love  to  see  a whole  gang  of  our  readers  there.  It's 
in  Tyus,  Georgia,  April  12-13.  Drop  an  e-mail  to  evestar@juno  com  if  you'd 
like  more  info  about  either  helping  stop  the  slaughter  of  Yellowstone's 
buffalo  herd  or  about  the  Blackjack  Mountain  Festival  and  Rendezvous. 


Date:  Tue,  4 Mar  1997  11:30:34  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (3ohn  Berry) 

Sub j : (FWD)Wordcraft  Circle  conferences 

Flello  to  all! 

The  following  listing  is  provided  for  those  who  might  be  interested  in 
attending  a Wordcraft  Circle  Community  Core  Educational  Conference.  For 
additional  information,  please  contact:  wordcraft@sockets.net. 

EAST  LANSING,  MICHIGAN  - FRIDAY,  MARCH  13  & SATURDAY,  MARCH  14 
Michigan  State  University  - W.  S.  (Bill)  Penn  (Nez  Perce/Osage) 

Coordinator 

Presenters:  Beth  Brant  (Bay  of  Quinte  Mohawk);  Lee  Francis  (Laguna  Pueblo) 
Patrick  LeBeau;  W.  S.  (Bill)  Penn  (Nez  Perce/Osage);  Cheryl  Savageau 
(Abenaki);  and  Craig  Womace  (Muscogee/Cherokee) 

CORPUS  CHRISTI,  TEXAS  - FRIDAY,  APRIL  11  & SATURDAY,  APRIL  12 
Central  Library,  La  Retama  Room  - Annette  Arkeketa-Rendon 
IOtoe-Missouria) 

Coordinator 

Presenters:  Duanita  Pahdopony  (Comanche);  and  Lee  Francis 
ITHACA,  NEW  YORK  - SATURDAY,  APRIL  19,  1997 

Cornell  University  - D.  L.  (Don)  Birchfield  (Choctaw)  Coordinator 
Presenters:  D.  L.  (Don)  Birchfield  (Choctaw);  Daniel  F.  Littlefield 
(Cherokee);  lames  Bruchac  (Abenaki);  Robert  3.  Conley  (UKB  Cherokee); 

Thomas  lenks  (Northern  Ute);  Lee  Francis 

COLUMBIA,  MISSOURI  - FRIDAY,  APRIL  25  & SATURDAY,  APRIL  26 
University  of  Missouri  Columbia  - Kent  Blansett,  Chair  - 
Coordinating  Council 

Presenters:  Awiakta  (Cherokee/Appalachia);  D.  L.  (Don)  Birchfield 


(Choctaw);  Robert  3.  Conley  (UKB  Cherokee);  Lee  Francis  (Laguna  Pueblo); 
Stuart  Hoahwah  (Comanche/Arapaho) ; Darlina  Mercado  (Tohono  O'odham); 

Dulie  Moss  (Cherokee);  Duanita  Pahdopony  (Comanche);  David  Pego  (Saginaw 
Chippewa);  A.  LaVonne  Brown  Ruoff;  Carol  Lee  Sanchez  (Laguna  Pueblo);  and 
Craig  Womack  (Muscogee/Cherokee) 

Additional  conferences  will  be  announced.  For  more  information  about 
Wordcraft  Circle  of  Native  Writers  & Storytellers , please  visit  our 
website : http : //www . teleport . com/~p rent z/wordc raft . html 


Date:  4 Mar  1997  02:34:06  -0500 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 

Sub j : USA/FL-7th  Native  American  Indian  Intertribal  Perry  Pow-Pow 

This  NEW  event  listing  has  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native 
Events  Calendar.  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


7th  Native  American  Indian  Intertribal  Perry  Pow-Pow  03/04/1997 
State:  FL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

The  Perry  Pow-Pow,  will  be  held  at  the  Forest  Capital  Park,  U.S. 

Hwy.  19  South,  Perry  Florida.  September  12,  13,  14,  1997. 

There  will  be  Native  American  Traditional  Dances,  Music-Crafts-Food . 
There  will  be  cultural  Exhibits. 

Trader  participation:  Genuine  handcrafted  items  only. 

For  Further  Information  please  contact  Chief:  Louis  Parker  & Ruthie 
Mae  Parker  904-584-6718;  Pow-Pow  Coordinator:  Ann  Cannon  "One  who 
Smiles"  904-584-2874. 

MC  and  Auctioneer  Tom  Tointight,Sr . Kiowa-Apache . 

Derry  Ward  and  The  White  Pine  Singers  on  Drum 

>From  different  Nations  A South  American  TIPI  Demonstration. 

To  highlight  the  Gala  there  will  be  story  telling-flute 
playing- Leather  goods-Bead  Work-Turquoise  & Silver  Indian 
Crafts-Indian  food  & Much  More.  We  would  be  Flonored  by  any  and  all 
Visitation . 


Date:  3 Mar  1997  18:16:20  -0500 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 

Sub j : USA/PA-23rd  Annual  De-Un-Da-Ga  Memorial  Day  Pow-Wow 

23rd  Annual  De-Un-Da-Ga  Memorial  Day  Pow-Wow  05/23/1997 
State:  PA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

NEW  LOCATION!!!  Custaloga  Town  Scout  Reservation,  Near  Meadville,  PA. 
Northern  Traditional  Pow-Wow,  Pine  Covered  Dance  Arbor-Craft  Contest- 
Tipi  Dudging-Dunior  Dance  Contest-Crazy  Midnight  Auction, 

Autioneer:  Hank  Houghtaling,  Mercer,PA 

Special  Event:  Wedding  Blessing  of  Marci  Hughes  and  Steve  Waleff 
by  Cherie  Germer,  on  Sunday  Afternoon 

Dance  Sessions:  Saturday  and  Sunday  1pm  to  4pm  and  7:30pm  to  11pm 

Host  Northern  Drum:  Eagle  Rock  Singers,  Head  Singer:  Mike  Bugelski 

Head  Dancers:  Scott  and  Vicki  Hugebeck,  Cambridge  Ohio 

M.C.:  Dan  Paul,  Vicaville,  CA 

Head  Veteran  Whipman:  Dick  Kane,  Gowanda,  NY 

$5.00  per  person  camping  fee,  for  the  weekend 

TRADERS  BY  INVITATION  ONLY 

Questions  Call:  Bob  Schwarz,  (412)  882-0613 


Date:  3 Mar  1997  04:41:10  -0500 

From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 

Sub j : USA/OR-6  Native  American  events 

6 Native  American  events  05/17/1997 
State:  OR  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 


Not  only  do  we  have  a Powwow  this  weekend,  but  also  the  Literature 
Conference.  An  Athapaskan  Language  Conference,  The  Southwest  Oregon 
Research  Project  Potlach. 

A presentation  of  the  plans  for  our  new  Longhouse,  and  a Native 
American  Art  Show.  For  more  information  contact  the  Native  American 
Student  Union  at  541-346-3723  or  asuonasu@gladstone.uoregon.edu. 


Date:  3 Mar  1997  04:33:43  -0500 

From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 

Sub j : USA/0R-29th  Annual  Spring  Powwow 

29th  Annual  Spring  Powwow  05/17/1997 
State:  OR  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

This  event  is  being  held  at  the  University  of  Oregon. 

For  more  information  contact  us  at  asuonasu@gladstone.uoregon.edu. 
Or  541-346-3723,  Native  American  Student  Union. 


Date:  1 Mar  1997  01:55:28  -0500 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Sub j : USA/NC-Turtle  Vision 

Turtle  Vision  03/01/1997 

State:  NC  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Native  American  Spring  Powwow/Celebration 
Goldsboro  NC  National  Guard  Armory 
March  21,22,23 
$5,000  in  Prize  Money 

Traditional  Arts,  Crafts,  Food,  Music  and  Storytelling 
For  info:  TURTLE  VISION 
(910)738-5959  office/fax 
e-mail  locha@intrstar . net 


Date:  Fri,  28  Feb  1997  08:53:45  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Original  Sender:  3eff  Berg  < jsb8@dana . ucc . nau . edu> 

Subject:  Northern  Arizona  University  & Coconino  High  School  Spring 
Competition 

>>>> > >>>> > >>>> > >>>> > >>>> > >>>> > >>>> > 

NORTHERN  ARIZONA  UNIVERSITY  & COCONINO  HIGH  SCHOOL  SPRING 
COMPETITION  POW-WOW 
March  29  & 30,  1997 
Coconino  High  School 
Flagstaff,  Arizona 

HOST  NORTHERN  DRUM  HOST  SOUTHERN  DRUM 

Shadow  Prey  leddito,  AZ  Southern  Medicine 

Window  Rock,  AZ 

HEADSTAFF 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Arnold  Chee,  Steamboat,  AZ 
ArenaDirector : Norman  Largo,  Brimhall,  NM 
Head  Gourd:  Dale  Singer,  Flagstaff,  AZ 
Head  Man:  Charles  Haungooah,  Dennehotso,  AZ 
Head  Woman:  Shannonlynn  Chester,  Flagstaff,  AZ 

SATURDAY 

Gourd  Sessions  11  am  and  5 pm  Grand  Entry  1 and  7 pm 

SUNDAY 

Gourd  Session  11  am  Grand  Entry  1 pm 

ALL  DRUM  GROUPS,  DANCERS,  ROYALTY,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ARE  INVITED 
Admission:  Two  Day  Pass-  Adults  $8.00  Students  $5.00 
One  Day  Pass-  Adults  $5.00  Students  $3.00 
SENIOR  CITIZENS,  CHILDREN  6 AND  UNDER  ARE  FREE 
ARTS  AND  CRAFTS  TABLES  $50.00  ONE  DAY  $75.00  TWO  DAYS 


WOMEN'S  FANCY  SHAW  SPECIAL 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  (520)527-8827,  OR  EMAIL  sc9@dana.ucc.nau.edu 
< <<<<  < <<<<  < <<<<  < <<<<  < <<<<  < <<<<  < <<<< 


Date:  Wed,  26  Feb  1997  20:53:04  -0800 
From:  amt@teleport.com  (Planet  Peace) 

Sub j : Trudell  "Spoken  Word"  Tour  - March  '97 

Trudell  "Spoken  Word"  West  Coast  Tour  Schedule,  March  '97 

Named  "one  of  the  most  challenging  political  performers  of  our  time," 
Trudell  will  have  opportunity  to  present  his  powerful  messages  in 
two  of  the  oldest  oral  traditions:  poetry  and  talk. 

Trudell,  a Santee  Sioux  native  raised  on  a reservation,  his  early 
years  were  a case  of  living  in  America  but  outside  the  "American 
Dream."  The  realities  of  poverty  and  racism  instilled  a heart  filled 
contempt  for  the  notions  of  democracy  and  equality. 

The  following  years  were  spent  searching  for  his  place  and  purpose. 

1969  - the  Indians  of  All  Tribes  occupation  of  Alcatraz.  Their  national 
spokesman  and  national  chairman  of  A.I.M.,  American  Indian  Movement, 

John  Trudell  remained  in  the  public  eye  and  under  constant  FBI 
surveillance. 

1979  - Trudell  burns  the  flag  at  a Washington  demonstration  citing 
American  "injustice  and  racism  and  classism"  as  a desecration  of  the 
flag  and  what  it  stands  for. 

Less  then  24  hours  after,  his  home  was  burned  to  the  ground  killing 
wife  Tina,  her  mother  and  their  three  children.  "It  was  murder,  they 
were  murdered  as  an  act  of  war." 

The  black  period  which  followed  is  when  Trudell  began  to  find  his 
voice  as  a poet,  eventually  merging  his  words  with  music  in  Graffiti 
Man,  with  assistance  from  Dackson  Browne.  Bob  Dylan  proclaimed  "AKA 
Graffiti  Man  is  the  best  album  of  1986." 

Trudell' s insights  into  contemporary  and  ageless  social  problems, 
are  now  gaining  a broader  audience.  His  poetic  visions  of  respect 
for  life,  and  peace  with  earth  pose  critical  examination  of  world 
environmental  issues  and  human  rights;  using  communication  to  rise 
above  the  alienation  and  isolation  inherent  in  a materialistic  society. 

[ For  more  information  regarding  John  Trudell,  please  go  to  his  website 
located  on  Planet  Peace  http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/.  ] 

In  the  Spirit  of  Friendship, 

Andrea 

Web-Diva,  Planet  Peace 

TOUR  SCHEDULE 
3/06  Thursday; 7: 30  pm 
Olympia,  WA 

The  Long  House  @ Evergreen  State  College 
Sponsored  by:  Native  Student  Alliance 

3/07  Friday;12-1  p.m. 

Tacoma,  WA. 

Chief  Leishi  Indian  School 

3/07  Friday;7:30  pm 
Portland,  OR 

North  West  Service  Center,  1819  NW  Everett 
Sponsored  by:  Anpo,  Tygh  Conservatory  Project 

3/08  Saturday; 7: 30  pm 
Eugene,  OR 

Univ.  of  Oregon,  150  Columbia 

Sponsored  by:  Native  American  Student  Union 

3/09  Sunday;7:30  pm 
Klamath  Falls,  OR 


Unitarian  Church  Hall 

Sponsored  by:  Coalition  for  Human  Rights,  Indigenous  Community 

3/10  Monday;7:30  pm 
Ashland,  OR 

SOSC,  Britt  Ballroom,  1250  Siskyou  Blvd 

Sponsored  by:  Planet  Peace  Indigenous  Community  Internet  Project, 

Native  American  Student  Union,  Headwaters  Environmental  Center 

3/12  Wednesday;7:30  pm 
Garberville,  CA 
Mateel  Community  Center 

Sponsored  by:  Round  Valley  Support  Group 

3/14  Friday;7:30  pm 
Laytonville,  CA 
TBA 

Sponsored  by:  Round  Valley  Support  Group 

3/15  Saturday; 7: 30  pm 

Mendocino,  CA 

TBA 

Sponsored  by:  Round  Valley  Support  Group 

3/16  Sunday;7:30  pm 

Berkeley,  CA 

First  Unitarian  Church 

Sponsored  by:  Norma  lean  Croy  Defense  Committee, 

Big  Mountain  Support  Group,  Institute  of  Global  Communications 

Andrea  M.  Thein  Indigenous  Community  Internet  Project 

Director,  Planet  Peace  http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 


Date:  Wed,  26  Feb  1997  13:10:04  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (3ohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Indian  Country  Tourism  2000  Agenda  (fwd) 

Subject:  Indian  Country  Tourism  2000  Agenda  (fwd) 

Friends,  here  is  information  on  a national  Indian  tourism  forum  we 
are  presenting  here  in  Denver.  We  would  be  grateful  if  you  would 
forward  the  information  as  widely  as  possible  on  your  own  e-mail 
distribution  lists,  bulletin  boards,  chats,  etc. 

Thanks... Ben  Sherman  and  Shirley  Sneve 

Indian  Country  Tourism  2000 

"A  National  Forum  on  Native  American  Tourism  Development" 

March  19-21,  1997 

Executive  Tower  Inn,  Denver,  Colorado 
Presented  by: 

Western  American  Indian  Chamber,  Denver,  Colorado 

Alliance  of  Tribal  Tourism  Advocates,  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 

Sponsors : 

Cook  Inlet  Communications  (An  Alaska  Native  Corporation) 

US  Small  Business  Administration,  Region  VIII,  Denver,  Colorado 

CONFERENCE  AGENDA 

Wednesday,  March  19 

4:00  - 7:30  pm  Conference  Registration 

6:00  - 8:00  pm  Opening  Reception  and  Welcoming 

Ben  Sherman,  Western  American  Indian  Chamber 


Ronald  Neiss,  Alliance  of  Tribal  Tourism  Advocates 
Tom  Redder,  US  Small  Business  Administration, 

Reg.  VIII 

Blessing  and  Honoring  of  Guests  and  Sponsors 
Oscar  Brave  Eagle 

Thursday,  March  20 

7:30  am  Conference  Registration 

8:30  - 9:00  am  Blessing,  Oscar  Brave  Eagle 

Introductions,  Ben  Sherman,  Ronald  Neiss,  Tom  Redder 
9:00  - 10:15  am  Creating  Partnerships  With  State  AGencies 

Lorentino  Lalio,  Director,  New  Mexico  Indian 
Tourism  Shirley  Sneve,  Alliance  of  Tribal  Tourism 
Advocates 

10:15  - 10:30  am  Break 

10:30  - 12:00  am  Defining  Tribal  & Community  Cultural  Values 

Malcolm  Bowekaty,  President,  A:shiwi  A:wan  Museum 
Intellectual/Cultural  Property  Rights  of  Tribal  People 
Ava  Hamilton,  President,  Native  American  Producers 
Alliance 

12:00  - 1:30  pm  Luncheon 

National  Tourism  Objectives  of  Interior  Department 
3ohn  Garamendi,  Deputy  Secretary  of  Interior 

Concurrent  Sessions 

1:30  - 3:00  pm  Workshop  on  Developing  Tribal  Tourism  Policies,  Codes 
and  Standards 

Shirley  Sneve,  Diane  Zephier,  Myrna  Trimble 
1:30  - 3:00  pm  Transportation  Issues  for  Tribes,  Scenic  Byways 
Randolph  Tobey,  Pyramid  Lake  Paiute  Tribe 
Representative,  Nevada  State  Transportation 
3:00  - 3:30  pm  Break 
Concurrent  Sessions 

3:30  - 5:00  pm  Financing  the  Tourism  Enterprise 

Gerald  Sherman,  Montana  First  Interstate  BancSystem 
Particia  Barela-Rivera , US  Small  Business  Admin. 

3:30  - 5:00  pm  Telecommunications  Networks  Making  Tourism  Work  Better 
Randy  Ross,  Consultant 
Gene  Abeyta  & Michael  Gray,  ATIIN 
Alex  Looking  Elk,  Standing  Rock 

6:30  - 9:00  pm  Dinner  & Entertainment  by  "Red  Tail  Chasing  Hawks" 

Calvin  Standing  Bear  & lames  Torres 

Friday,  March  21 

8:30  - 10:00  am  Blessing,  Oscar  Brave  Eagle 

Casino  & Tourism  Development,  the  Ute  Experience 
Eugene  Naranjo,  Exec.  Dir.,  Southern  Ute  Tribe 
Ernest  House,  Ute  Mountain  Ute  Tribe 

10:00  - 10:30  am  Little  Bighorn  & Destination  Attractions,  Pro's  & Con's 
Barbara  Sutteer,  National  Park  Service 
Creating  a National  Network  for  Indian  Tourism  Interests 
Ronald  Neiss,  Shirley  Sneve,  ATTA,  Facilitators 
12:00  - 1:30  pm  National  Indian  Unity 

Hon.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  US  Senator  from  Colorado 

Concurrent  Sessions 

1:30  - 3:00  pm  Education/Training  in  Tourism  & Hospitality 
Bob  O'Halloran,  University  of  Denver 
Representative  from  a Tribal  College 
1:30  - 3:00  pm  Operating  and  Marketing  the  Tourism  Enterprise 

Gail  Chehak,  Donna  Wilkie,  Northwest  Affiliated  Tribes 
Bernice  Notenboom,  Moki  Treks,  Utah 

Alternate  Speaker 

Veronica  Tiller,  Author,  Discover  Indian  Reservation  USA  and  Tiller's 
Guide  to  Indian  Country 


Conference  fee  is  $150.00.  That  includes  opening  reception,  all 
conference  sessions,  two  luncheons,  refreshments  at  breaks,  Thursday 
evening  meal  and  entertainment,  and  conference  notebook.  The  late  fee, 
after  March  5,  1997  is  $200.00.  On-site  registration  is  allowed  for  the 
same  $200.00.  There  are  no  one-day  fees. 

The  conference  will  be  held  at  the  Executive  Tower  Inn  at  1405  Curtis 
Street  in  downtown  Denver.  Rooms  are  $60.00  single  and  $65  double. 
Regular  rates  are  $90+.  Each  conference  participant  is  responsible  for 
his/her  own  hotel  accomodations.  Call  1(800)525-6651  or  (303)571-0300 
local.  Call  early  to  make  sure  of  room  availability  at  these  excellent 
rates.  Hotel  parking  is  $3.00  per  day. 

Exhibit  booth  space  is  for  sale  at  $100.00  for  a 10'  x 10'  space. 

We  will  provide  one  8'  table  and  two  chairs.  Set-up  will  start  on 
Wednesday  afternoon  at  4:00  pm. 

The  23rd  Annual  Denver  March  PowWow  is  being  held  March  21-23  at  the 
Denver  Coliseum.  This  continues  to  be  the  premier  early-year  event 
attracting  many  native  from  throughout  the  US  and  Canada.  For 
information  call  (303)455-4575. 

Please  provide  the  following  information  for  registration : 

Name Title 

Organization 

Street  Address/PO  Box 


City State Zip 

Telephone Fax 

Conference  Fees $150.00  Make  check  or  money  order  payable 

to: 

Exhibit  Fee $100.00 


Registration  after  3/5/97. $200. 00  Western  American  Indian  Chamber 

1660  17th  Street,  Suite  200 
Denver,  CO  80202 

Total  Fee  enclosed $ P.0.  Number 

Call,  fax  or  e-mail  our  office  if  you  have  questions: 

Ben  Sherman,  Chairman 
Western  American  Indian  Chamber 
1660  17th  Street,  Suite  200 
Denver,  CO  80202 

Telephone  (303)620-9292  Fax  (303)534-0221 

e-mail  ben. sherman@colorado.edu 
Shirley  Sneve,  Executive  Director 
Alliance  of  Tribal  Tourism  Advocates 
P.0  Box  549 
Sioux  Falls,  SD  57101 
Telephone  (605)332-8791 
e-mail  ATTASD@aol.com 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

3oe  Chasing  Horse  via  Gary  Smith,  S.I.S.I.S,  Gerald  Millard, 


South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Rights  Center,  Freedom  Heart  Rising, 

Danet  Smith,  Larry  Kibby,  Larry  Innes,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Dave  Burlingame, 
Paul  Antone  via  Don  Rayment,  William  E.  Martin,  Vern  Iordan,  Anne  Fallis, 
Michael  Sims,  Bernadette  Chato,  Barbara  Hartmann,  Cynthia  M.  Dagnal-Myron, 
Doe  Don  Chipps,  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Glenn  Welker 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

- — "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  6 March  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  27  Feb  1997  04:19:28  GMT 

From:  "Nathan  L.  Tracy"  <ntracy@u .Washington .edu> 

Sub j : Arvol  Looking  Horse  - Unity  Ride  '97  (rev) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

19th  GENERATION  KEEPER  OF  THE  WHITE  BUFFALO  CALF  PIPE 
FOR  THE  LAKOTA,  DAKOTA  AND  NAKOTA  (SIOUX)  NATIONS 

ARVOL  LOOKING  HORSE 

On  Saturday,  March  15th,  Arvol  Looking  Horse  will  speak  about 
"Unity  Ride  97",  World  Peace  Prayer  Day  (Dune  21st),  the  Lakota  Star 
knowledge,  and  the  Lakota  Prophecy. 

ALICE  DI  MICHELE  Popular  Northwest  Singer  & Songwriter  will 
perform.  She  has  released  5 albums  to  rave  reviews  and  national 
radio  airplay.  Alice's  songs  address  the  world  around  us:  What  is 
beautiful  and  despicable.  You'll  hear  tunes  about  personal 
relationships,  spirituality  and  justice. 

Everyone  is  Welcome. 

A $5-$20  donation  is  requested  at  the  door  from  those  who  can 
support  "Unity  Ride  97".  No  one  will  be  turned  away. 

This  event  is  sponsored  by  TATEYAH  TOPA 
Co-sponsored  by  L.R.C. 

For  more  information  call: 

206-722-1910 

E-mail  at:  Pajuta@aol.com 

EVENT  DATE  IS  MARCH  15th,  7:00  pm 

NIPPON  KAN  THEATRE 

6th  & Washington 

Seattle,  WA 

(International  District) 

Advance  tickets  Available  at 
Red  & Black  Books  * 322-7323 
432  15th  East  (Capitol  Hill) 

Cost  for  Advance  Tickets  $10 

"RE : Cowlitz  Tribe  FedRec"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Feb  1997  17:51:10  GMT 

From:  davidb@spl.lib.wa.us  (dAVe  burlingame) 

Sub j : Cowlitz  Tribe  FedRec  Determination,  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 


Questions?  Ask,  and  I'll  share  what  I know... 


All  My  Relations, 


dAVe  Burlingame 
Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe 
Cowlitz  Indian  Peoples  Coalition 
Unconquered . 


[Federal  Register:  February  27,  1997  (Volume  62,  Number  39)] 

[Notices] 

[Page  8983-8985] 

> From  the  Federal  Register  Online  via  GPO  Access  [wais.access.gpo.gov] 
[DOCID: f r27fe97-94] 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Proposed  Finding  for  Federal  Acknowledgment  of  the  Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe 
AGENCY:  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Interior. 

ACTION:  Notice  of  proposed  finding. 


SUMMARY:  Pursuant  to  25  CFR  83.10(h),  notice  is  hereby  given  that  the 
Assistant  Secretary--Indian  Affairs  (Assistant  Secretary)  proposes  to 
acknowledge  that  the  Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe,  PO  Box  2547,  1417  15th 
Avenue  No.  5,  Longview,  WA  98632-8594,  exists  as  an  Indian  tribe  within 
the  meaning  of  Federal  law.  This  notice  is  based  on  a determination 
that  the  tribe  satisfies  all  of  the  criteria  set  forth  in  25  CFR  83.7 
as  modified  by  25  CFR  83.8,  and,  therefore,  meets  the  requirements  for 
a government-to-government  relationship  with  the  United  States. 

DATES:  As  provided  by  25  CFR  83.10(i),  any  individual  or  organization 
wishing  to  challenge  the  proposed  finding  may  submit  arguments  and 
evidence  to  support  or  rebut  the  evidence  relied  upon.  This  material 
must  be  submitted  within  180  calendar  days  from  the  date  of  publication 
of  this  notice.  As  stated  in  the  regulations,  25  CFR  83.10(i), 
interested  and  informed  parties  who  submit  arguments  and  evidence  to 
the  Assistant  Secretary  must  also  provide  copies  of  their  submissions 
to  the  petitioner. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  on  the  proposed  finding  and/or  request  for  a copy 
of  the  report  of  evidence  should  be  addressed  to  the  Office  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary,  1849  C Street,  NW.,  Washington,  DC  20240, 

Attention:  Branch  of  Acknowledgment  and  Research.  Mailstop  4603--MIB. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Holly  Reckord,  Chief,  Branch  of 
Acknowledgment  and  Research,  (202)  208-3592. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  This  notice  is  published  in  the  exercise  of 
authority  delegated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  the  Assistant 
Secretary  by  209  DM  8. 

The  petitioner  consists  of  descendants  of  the  historical  Lower 
Cowlitz  Indians  and  Upper  Cowlitz,  or  Cowlitz  Klickitat,  Indians  of 
southwestern  Washington.  Its  members  are  descendants  specifically  of 
the  Lower  Cowlitz  Indians  who  were  represented  in  1855  at  the  Chehalis 
River  Treaty  negotiations  held  between  several  American  Indian  tribes 
of  southwest  Washington  and  Federal  officials,  and  of  the  Upper  Cowlitz 
band  which  was  subsequently  amalgamated  with  the  Lower  Cowlitz  band. 
Although  the  Lower  Cowlitz  refused  to  sign  the  Chehalis  River  Treaty, 
their  participation  in  the  negotiations  constitutes  unambiguous  Federal 
acknowledgment  of  the  tribe's  sovereignty.  The  petitioner  thus  meets 
the  requirements  of  Sec.  83.8  as  having  unambiguous  previous  Federal 
acknowledgment  and  has  been  considered  under  the  modifications  of 
Sec.  83.7  that  are  prescribed  by  Sec.  83.8.  The  date  of  the  treaty 
negotiations,  March  2,  1855,  has  been  used  as  the  date  of  latest 
Federal  acknowledgment  for  purposes  of  this  finding  to  enable  the 
petitioner  to  proceed  under  the  provisions  of  Sec.  83.8.  Because  the 
petitioner  had  already  completed  documentation  of  the  petition  before 
the  present  regulations  became  effective,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
determine  if  there  was  a later  date  of  unambiguous  Federal 
acknowledgment  for  purposes  of  this  evaluation  under  the  1994 
regulations . 

The  Federal  acknowledgment  regulations  confirm  that  it  is 


historically  valid  for  tribes  to  have  combined  and  functioned  together 
as  a unit.  Under  the  regulations  in  25  CFR  part  83,  tribes  which 
combined  because  of  historical  circumstances  may  be  acknowledged  in  so 
far  as  the  group  resulting  from  the  amalgamation  continued  to  function 
as  a single  tribal  unit.  The  petitioner  is  an  example  of  a group  which 
has  evolved  from  linguistically  distinct  and  politically  independent 
bands  which  combined.  In  reaching  this  determination,  the  Assistant 
Secretary--Indian  Affairs  took  fully  into  account  the  historical 
circumstances  surrounding  the  petitioner's  development  and  the  impact 
of  Federal  policy  in  combining  the  Salish-speaking  Lower  Cowlitz,  the 
metis  descendants  of  the  Lower  Cowlitz,  and  the  Sahaptin-speaking  Upper 
Cowlitz  into  a single  entity  for  administrative  purposes  between  the 
1860's  and  the  1920 's. 

Since  1855,  the  Cowlitz  Indians  have  continued  to  reside  in  a 
traditionally  dispersed  residential  pattern  along  the  Cowlitz  River 
valley.  The  residential  locations  of  the  individual  subgroups  today 
remain  similar  to  those  described  by  observers  in  the  mid-19th  century 
and  by  BIA  Special  Agent  Charles  Roblin's  1919  Schedule  of  Unenrolled 
Indians  in  western  Washington.  The  tribal  entity  as  defined  by  Federal 
policy  was  identified  in  BIA  documents  from  the  1860 's  through  the 
1880' s,  from  1904  through  the  1930' s,  and  since  1950.  The  umbrella 
tribal  organization  was  also  regularly  identified  as  an  American  Indian 
entity  by  newspaper  accounts  from  the  period  1912-1939,  and  1950  to  the 
present.  The  component  settlements  comprising  the  umbrella  tribal 
organization  were  described  by  local  residents  and  local  historians 
from  the  1890 's  through  the  1960's.  Additionally,  throughout  this 
period,  county  vital  records  and  articles  in  local  newspapers  regularly 
described  individuals,  families,  and  component  settlements  as  ''of  the 
Cowlitz  Tribe. ’ ’ Therefore,  we  conclude  that  the  petitioner  meets 
criterion  83.7(a)  as  modified  by  criterion  83.8(d). 

As  a result  of  the  historical  circumstances  surrounding  the 
petitioner's  development,  the  modern  Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe  (CIT)  is  a 
two-level  tribal  community  in  which  there  is  comparatively  intense 
community  within  defined  subgroups  and  a looser  community  encompassing 
the  overall  membership.  It  is  significant  that  the  modern  situation 
does  not  represent  a post-World  War  II  dispersal  of  a once  tightly-knit 
and  more  closely  related  group,  but  the  continuation  of  a long-standing 
historical  pattern.  The  subgroups  have  interacted  in  consistent  ways 
and  similar  patterns  at  least  since  the  formation  of  the  formal  Cowlitz 
Tribal  Organization  in  1912. 

Genealogical  relationships  within  the  subgroups  remain 
comparatively  close:  Within  each  subgroup,  today's  adults  ordinarily 
share  a set  of  grandparents . Within  the  Cowlitz  as  a whole,  the 
majority  of  the  adult  membership  shares  at  least  one  set  of  great- 
grandparents  . Throughout  the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries  large 
proportions  of  people  known  as  Cowlitz  married  non-Indians,  and 
assimilated  into  the  dominant 
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society.  Flowever,  more  than  half  of  those  who  remained  continued  until 
the  1920 's  a pattern  of  matrimonial  endogamy  among  Upper  Cowlitz,  Lower 
Cowlitz,  and  Cowlitz  metis,  and  patterned  out-marriages  with  other 
Indian  groups.  It  is  this  group  who  remained  who  constitute  the 
ancestry  of  today's  petitioner. 

The  active  involvement  of  individuals  in  the  CIT  tribal  entity  has 
traditionally  been,  and  still  is,  connected  to,  and  in  some  cases 
subordinate  to,  involvement  in  subgroup  activities.  There  is  also 
evidence  that  some  individuals,  with  either  the  active  or  tacit  support 
of  other  family  members,  became  involved  in  the  CIT's  Tribal  Council 
activities  to  ensure  that  the  Tribal  Council  addressed  the  interests  of 
their  own  subgroup. 

Viewed  in  the  light  of  the  requirement  in  83.1  that  the  criterion 
for  community  be  ' ' understood  in  the  context  of  the  history,  geography, 
culture,  and  social  organization  of  the  group, ’ ’ we  find  that  the 
historical  development  of  the  Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe  (CIT)  has  resulted 


in  a two-level  community  structure,  in  which  community  is  stronger  at 
the  level  of  the  subgroup  and  looser,  but  still  extant,  at  the  level  of 
the  tribe  as  a whole.  The  BIA  found  social  interaction  indicative  of 
community  through  a combination  of  evidence  of  weak  but  consistent 
interaction  among  subgroups,  and  strong  interaction  within  all  of  the 
subgroups  of  the  Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe.  There  is  thus  sufficient 
evidence  of  community  among  all  subgroups  within  the  Cowlitz  Indian 
Tribe.  Thus,  we  conclude  that  the  petitioner  meets  criterion  83.7(b)  as 
modified  by  Sec.  83.8(d),  which  requires  a showing  that  the  group 
constitutes  a distinct,  cohesive  community  at  present. 

As  a consequence  of  the  nature  of  the  historical  development  of  the 
Cowlitz  entity,  the  interaction  among  the  Cowlitz  subgroups  at  the 
tribal  level  is  primarily  political  in  nature:  the  subgroups  do  not 
have  separate  formal  leadership,  while  there  is  communication  and 
interaction  between  members  of  the  different  subgroups.  People  within 
one  subgroup  know  who  within  another  subgroup  is  an  effective  political 
contact  or  communications  liaison.  The  subgroups  form  a single 
political  system,  with  no  signs  of  considering  breaking  away,  despite 
the  presence  of  conflicts. 

The  evidence  presented  indicated  that  the  Cowlitz  Indians  have  had 
an  unbroken  sequence  of  named  leadership  since  the  Chehalis  River 
Treaty  Council  in  1855.  Leaders  came  from  both  the  Lower  Cowlitz  band 
and  Upper  Cowlitz  bands  until  1912,  and  after  that  from  the  combined 
Cowlitz  Tribal  Organization  (now  CIT).  From  1904  through  1934,  evidence 
of  continuous  political  leadership  includes  the  smooth  shifting  of 
leadership  from  the  federally-recognized  chieftainship  and  political 
influence  of  Atwin  Stockum  and  Captain  Peter,  to  a council  of  elected 
officers.  This  organization  held  meetings  attended  by  a significant 
portion  of  the  voting  members  of  the  tribe  almost  annually  from  1912 
through  1939,  and  from  1950  through  the  present. 

The  Cowlitz  Tribal  Organization  was  not  exclusively  a claims 
organization,  although  it  pursued  claims.  It  did  not  develop  in 
response  external  events  such  as  the  movement  to  enroll  outsiders  at 
Quinault  or  Thomas  Bishop's  Northwestern  Indian  Federation.  Neither  did 
it  result  from  the  making  of  the  Roblin  Roll  by  the  BIA.  Rather,  the 
Cowlitz  tribe  existed  prior  to  these  events  and  the  formal  Cowlitz 
tribal  organization  operated  independently  of  these  external  events.  In 
fact,  Roblin ' s 1919  Report  showed  that  the  Cowlitz  were  one  of  only  two 
unenrolled  Washington  Indian  groups  whom  he  identified  as  a tribe. 
Additionally,  for  the  period  from  1912  through  1950,  the  existence  of 
an  externally  named  leadership,  along  with  evidence  for  the 
continuation  of  structured  political  activity  and  influence  un 
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To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.011 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  insap,  Uptowne,  INNU-Lj  NATFILM,  Triballaw 
& NATIVE-L  listservers;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
North  American  Spirit  Lodge;  UUCP  and  genie  email; 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

" The  red  on  the  flag  stands  for  the  blood  of  the  people  spilt  in 
the  claiming  of  this  land." 

"The  blue  stands  for  the  coldness  of  the  white  man's  heart." 

"The  white  stands  for  the  white  supremacy  that  this  country  was 
founded  on." 

"This  is  what  i see  when  i look  at  the  flag  of  this  nation." 

Russell  Means 
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+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  \ 

\ ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 


[ of  the  Republic 

I and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
i Choctaw  Confederacies, 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United 
j States  Constitution, 

| so  that  my  forefathers 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 


ional  Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Last  week,  at  the  west  gate  to  Yellowstone,  Lakota  Elder  Rosalie  Little 
Thunder  was  arrested.  In  this  land  of  religious  freedom  she  was  arrested 
for  praying,  charged  with  criminal  trespass,  the  charges  pressed  by  a church 

This  woman,  without  any  of  the  Lakota  men  near  her,  walked  bravely  into 
the  camp  of  the  enemy  and  just  simply  stood  there,  silently  praying.  That's 
what  got  her  arrested.  She  spoke  only  these  words,  "I  am  here  to  pray  for 
the  buffalo." 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  a Lakota  Traditional,  walked  upon  grounds  near 
Yellowstone  National  Park,  owned  by  the  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant, 
a independent  religious  sect  whose  basic  philosophy  is  "freedom  of  religion. 

Rosalie  was  at  the  site  of  the  latest  Buffalo  slaughter  which  occurs 
when  hungry  Buffalo  roam  from  the  boundaries  of  Yellowstone  National  Park 
upon  both  public  and  private  lands.  People  who  allow  these  bison  to  be 
shot,  receive  one  hundred  dollars  per  kill. 

Ms.  Little  Thunder  was  told  if  she  did  not  leave  the  site  she  would  be 
arrested  for  Trespassing.  Her  Native  American  Belief  overcame  her  fear 
of  reprisals  when  she  informed  them  she  was  there  to  pray,  traditionally, 
for  the  slain  buffalo. 

She  was  arrested  for  trespassing  and  the  entire  episode  was  filmed  by 
a cameraman  on  site. 

Over  one  thousand  buffalo  which  are  considered  extremely  sacred  to  the 
Lakota  Nation,  who  are  known  as  the  Buffalo  Nation,  have  been  slain  for 
merely  crossing  over  an  imaginary  line. 

Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary  of  the  Interior  along  with  President  Clinton 
has  issued  a formal  objection  to  the  Governor  of  Montana  who  has  refused 
to  cease  the  shooting  by  his  State  Agency. 

It  is  almost  inconceivable  to  me  that  in  this  day  and  age  a woman 
cannot  stand  silently  to  offer  up  a prayer. 

America  should  take  note  that  today  the  Religious  Freedom  of  one 
individual  was  violated.  America  should  realize  that  today,  a country 
based  upon  the  Ideals  of  Religious  Freedoms  has  suffered  a shame  that  must 
not  continue. 

The  Peoples  of  all  Nations  are  strongly  urged  to  contact  the  Governor  of 
Montana  and  protest  their  continued  slaughter  of  not  only  a great  animal, 
but  the  basic  rights  of  mankind. 

All  should  stand  and  applaud  Ms.  Little  Thunder,  of  Rapid  City,  South 
Dakota  whose  stood  and  said,  "no  more." 

Sandy  Boswell  passes  this  urgent  note  through  Ishgooda: 

Floyd  Crow  Westerman  is  in  critical  condition  in  the  San  Pedro,  CA  hospital. 
Dennis  D . Banks  has  asked  this  word  to  be  passed  to  all.  Floyd  was  having 
emergency  heart  surgery  as  this  word  went  out  Monday. 


San  Pedro  Hospital 
Critical  Care  Unit 
Floyd  Westerman 
1300  W.  7th.  St. 

San  Pedro,  California 
90732 

Critical  care  unit  does  not  accept  flowers,  any  sent  will  be  distributed  to 
other  wards.  Cards  and  well  wishes  may  be  sent  to  the  address  above. 

In  Prayer  and  Spirit,  Ishgooda 

This  in  late  Monday: 

I just  got  the  word  that  he  will  be  fine.  Dennis  called  and  said  the 
surgery  went  very  well  please  pass  it  along  I will  keep  you  informed. 

TO  THE  FOUR  DIRECTIONS  PEACE  SANDY 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 
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"RE : Historic  Lawsuit  Filed"  

Date:  Sat,  08  Mar  1997  15:39:53  -0700 
From:  Robin  Silver  <silver@indirect . com> 

Sub j : historic  lawsuit  filed  against  CAP 

UUCP  email 

this  lawsuit  was  filed  Friday  afternoon 
News  Release:  March  7,  1997 

Lawsuit  Seeks  to  Force  Environmental  Protection  for  CAP 

The  Southwest  Center  for  Biological  Diversity  (SWCBD)  will  file  a lawsuit 
today  to  secure  environmental  protection  for  the  Central  Arizona  Project 
(CAP).  The  lawsuit  will  be  filed  in  U.S.  District  Court  in  Phoenix  against 
the  U.S.  Fish  & Wildlife  Service  (FWS)  and  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Reclamation 
(BuRec).  Earthlaw  represents  SWCBD. 

In  1994,  the  FWS  was  supposed  to  provide  required  environmental  protections 
for  CAP.  In  spite  of  admitting  that  CAP  will  "jeopardize  the  continued 
existence"  of  four  species  of  native  fish,  FWS  provided  for  essentially  no 
protection.  FWS  failed  to  provide  protection  for  CAP  to  save  money.  The 
cost  of  the  CAP  is  approximately  $5  billion  to  date. 

In  an  April  20,  1994,  Biological  Opinion,  FWS  admitted  CAP  will  "jeopardize 
the  continued  existence  of  the  spikedace  (Meda  fulgida),  loach  minnow 
(Tiaroga  cobitis),  Gila  Topminnow  (Poeciliopsis  occidentalis) , and  razorback 
sucker  (Xyrauchen  texanus)..."  CAP  threatens  native  species  primarily  by 
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increasingly  exposing  them  to  harmful  exotic  or  introduced  species.  In 
1993,  for  example,  CAP  provided  an  open  connection  between  the  Colorado 
River  and  the  Salt,  Verde,  Gila  and  San  Pedro  River  drainages  for  nearly  six 
months . 

All  the  native  fish  in  the  Gila  River  drainage  are  already  listed  as 
endangered  or  threatened,  candidate,  or  proposed  candidate  species.  In 
addition  to  the  native  species  threatened  by  CAP  listed  above,  most  desert 
fish  experts  believe  that  the  desert  pupfish  (Cyprinodon  macularius), 

Colorado  River  squawfish  (Ptychocheilus  lucius),  bonytail  (Gila  elegans), 
Apache  trout  (Oncorhynchus  apache),  and  Gila  trout  (Oncorhynchus  gilae)  may 
also  be  jeopardized  by  cumulative  effects  significantly  increased  by  CAP. 

As  CAP  increasingly  takes  water  from  the  Colorado  River,  other  federally 
protected  species  will  also  be  increasingly  affected.  These  include, 
totoaba  (Cynoscion  macdonaldi),  bonytail  (Gila  elegans),  Colorado 
squawfish,  California  brown  pelican  (Pelecanus  occidentalis) , Yuma  clapper 
rail  (Rallus  longirostris  ymanesis),  and  the  cochito  or  vaquita  (Phocoena 
sinus).  Increasing  transfer  of  Colorado  River  water  to  projects,  such  as 
CAP,  requires  increased  discharges  through  Lake  Mohave,  Topcock  Gorge,  and 
Lake  Havasu.  Such  changes  affect  the  flow  dynamics  especially  important  to 
the  bony  tail  and  the  razorback  sucker. 

Examples  of  exotic  fish  transported  by  CAP  already  known  to  be  contributing 
to  the  demise  of  native  wildlife  include  blue  tilapia  (Tilapia  aurea), 
channel  catfish  (Ictalurus  punctatus),  mosquitofish  (Gambusia  affinis), 
rainbow  trout  (Oncorhynchus  mykiss),  red  shiner  (Cyprinella  lotrensis), 
largemouth  bass  (Micropterus  salmoides),  striped  bass  (Morone  saxatilis), 
and  grass  carp  (Ctenopharyngodon  idella).  Examples  of  other  exotic  flora 
and  fauna  that  are  already  or  will  increasingly  passed  via  CAP  are  noted  by 
the  FWS  in  the  April  15,  1994  Biological  Opinion: 

"...various  insects,  molluscs,  crustaceans,  plants,  and  parasitic  and 
disease  organisms  may  be  transported  into  the  Gila  River  basin  via  the  CAP 
and  may  have  adverse  effects  on  the  ecosystem  as  a whole  as  well  as  on  the 
listed  fishes  specifically. . . such  species  as  the  Asian  clam  (Corbicula 
manilensis)  and  the  crayfish  (Procamberus  clarkii)  have  been  implicated  in 
declines  of  native  species  (Pister  1979,  Wells  et  al.  1983).  Asian  tapeworm 
(Bothriocephalus  acheilognathi)  contributed  to  recent  declines  of  the 
woundfin  (Plagopterus  argentissimus)  in  the  Virgin  River.  The  tapeworm  is 
thought  to  have  entered  the  Virgin  River  with  invading  red  shiner  (Heckmann 
et  al.  1986).  It  is  anticipated  that  other  invertebrate  non-natives 
currently  expanding  their  range,  such  as  the  zebra  mussel  (Dreissena 
polymorpha)  and  giant  rams-horn  snail  (Marisa  cornuarietis)  would  have 
adverse  effects  to  native  fishes  and  invertebrates  (USDI  BR  1990,  Horne  et 
al.  1992)." 

Lake  Havasu  is  the  origination  point  for  the  transport  of  Colorado  River 
water  into  the  Gila  River  Basin.  The  Lake  Havasu  beach  closures  of  the  last 
several  years  secondary  to  sewage  contamination  highlight  the  fragility  of  a 
system  so  poorly  planned  to  combat  the  transfer  of  contaminants  of  all  sizes. 
The  April  15,  1994,  FWS  Biological  Opinion  (BO)  on  CAP  requires  that  BR  do 
little  to  solve  the  problem  of  ongoing,  and  cumulatively  increasing, 
contamination.  The  CAP  BO  merely  requires  of  BR: 

1.  future  construction  of  two  drop  dam  complexes  (As  documented  in  the 
December  3,  1996,  Arizona  Republic,  "Water  Flows  a Feather  in  their  Cap," 
the  Central  Arizona  Water  Conservation  District,  the  state  agency  that  runs 
CAP,  "dismissed  the  need  to  make  the  investment  in  fish  barriers." 

2.  continued  operation  of  electric  fish  barriers  already  proven  ineffective 

3.  continued  monitoring  of  the  exotic  species  that  are  already  devastating 
native  species 

4.  transfer  of  $12.5  million  directly  from  BR  to  FWS  over  the  next  25  years 
for  vague  programs  for  "recovery"  and  "protection" 

5.  implementation  of  a future  educational  program  concerning  the  ongoing 
bait  bucket  transfer  of  exotic  species 

These  requirements  are  inadequate  for  the  following  specific  reasons: 

1.  Prevention  of  the  entry  of  contaminants  through  the  CAP  intake  pumps  is 
not  addressed. 

2.  Reduction  and/or  elimination  of  the  exotic  biomass  within  the  aqueduct 


and  canal  systems  is  not  addressed.  This  is  a basic  principle  of  systems 
management:  the  higher  the  exotic  biomass,  the  greater  the  chances  for 
repeated  contamination. 

3.  Contamination  via  CAP  turnouts  is  not  addressed.  CAP  turnouts 
represent  a worrisome  source  of  ongoing  contamination  into  receiving 
systems,  as  well  as  into  the  CAP  itself. 

4.  Two  drop  dam  structures  on  the  Aravaipa  and  on  the  San  Pedro  do  not 
prevent  the  movement  of  exotic  flora  and  fauna,  or  protect  federally  listed 
species  in  the  Hassayampa  River,  in  the  Agua  Fria  River,  in  the  Gila  River 
above  Ashurst-Hayden  Dam,  or  in  the  Gila  River  above  San  Carlos  Reservoir. 
Necessary  modifications  to  the  Ashurst-Hayden  Dam  are  not  required. 

5.  Drop  dam  complexes  cause  permanent  stream  fragmentation.  The  FWS 
directive  fails  to  provide  a mechanism  for  the  return  of  native  fish 
upstream,  as  they  will  be  prevented  from  natural  migration. 

6.  Removal  of  exotic  flora  and  fauna  from  the  stock  tanks  above  the  San 
Pedro,  Aravaipa,  Gila,  Hassayampa,  and  Agua  Fria  Rivers  is  not  required. 
Building  of  drop  dam  complexes  are  not  logical  when  exotic  species  are 
already  present  above  the  planned  barrier  sites. 

7.  Cessation  of  the  ongoing  introduction  of  exotic  species  within  the 
Gila  River  Basin  and  the  adjoining  waterways  is  not  required.  Agency 
introduction  of  exotic  species,  as  well  as  ongoing  live  bait  fishing  by 
the  public  within  the  Gila  River  Basin  and  adjoining  waterways  has  not  been 
halted.  No  immediate  ban  has  been  implemented.  Exotics  are  still  available 
to  enter  CAP  and  disperse  throughout  the  system. 

8.  The  established  inadequacy  of  fish  barriers  has  been  ignored.  Fish 
barriers  have  not  proven  adequate  protection  for  any  stream  or  canal.  Not 
only  are  they  controversial  academically,  but  in  practice,  in  Arizona,  they 
have  proven  to  be  a failure.  As  recent  proof,  exotic  white  amur  or  grass 
carp  have  now  been  found  in  the  Salt  River  above  the  fish  barrier  on  Salt 
River  Project's  Arizona  Canal.  (The  Salt  River  Project,  which  provides 
irrigation  for  the  Salt  and  Verde  River  basins,  including  Phoenix  and 
Maricopa  County,  use  the  exotic  grass  carp  to  help  reduce  the  vegetation 
within  their  canal  system.) 

9.  Preservation  efforts  of  native  species  and  studies  of  exotic  species 
have  been  ongoing  for  many  years.  The  transfer  of  $500,000  cash  per  year 
from  BR  to  FWS  for  25  years  ($12.5  million  total)  is  nothing  more  than  a 
bribe  paid  by  BR  to  FWS  to  continue  the  status  quo  operation  of  CAP  without 
ethical,  professional,  or  legal  controls.  The  concept  that  cash  transfer 
from  one  unmotivated  federal  agency  to  another  will  remove  species  jeopardy 
is  ludicrous. 

10.  The  effects  of  the  increased  discharges  through  Lake  Mohave,  Topcock 
Gorge  and  Lake  Havasu  were  never  addressed.  The  dynamics  of  the  increased 
discharge  will  affect  the  bonytail  and  the  razorback  sucker. 

11.  No  alternatives  to  CAP  are  addressed.  Alternatives  for  water  supplies 
exist,  including  for  Tucson. 

CAP,  besides  being  an  environmental  disaster,  never  has  been  economically 
viable.  In  addition,  the  Colorado  River  is  already  over-allocated. 

The  Southwest  Center  for  Biological  Diversity  (SWCBD)  is  a non-profit, 
public  interest,  conservation  organization  whose  mission  is  to  conserve 
imperiled  native  species  and  their  threatened  habitat.  Earthlaw  is  a 
non-profit  legal  foundation  dedicated  to  protecting  the  West's  environmental 
heritage  via  public  interest  litigation. 

For  Information:Dr.  Robin  Silver,  Conservation  Chair,  SWCBD  (602)  246  4170 
Mark  Hughes,  Esq.,  Earthlaw  staff  attorney,  (303)  871  6996 

"RE:  Clark,  Wolverine  in  Court"  

Date:  Sat,  8 Mar  1997  01:40:20  -0800 

From:  yacinfo@mars.ark.com 

Sub j : dark,  wolverine  speak  in  court  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  Insap  <owner-insap@firstnations.ca> 


March  6,1997 


S.I.S.I.S.  Bulletin 


ABORIGINAL  LAW:  "RESPECT  AND  CONSENT"  WOLVERINE,  CLARK,  TELL  JURY 

Except  for  the  applause  at  the  end  of  it,  you  could  have  heard  a pin  drop 
during  the  proceedings  today  of  Regina  v.  Pena  et  al.,  otherwise  known  as 
the  Gustafsen  Lake  trial.  "Wolverine,"  aka  William  Ignace,  the  65  year  old 
Shuswap  elder  and  organic  farmer  charged  with  attempted  murder  for 
allegedly  firing  shots  at  the  wheels  of  a pursuing  14  ton  armoured 
personnel  carrier  attempting  to  "eliminate"  him,  spoke  first. 

In  calm  measured  tones,  speaking  directly  to  the  jury,  Mr.  Ignace 
reiterated  his  position  that  the  BC  court  was  without  jurisdiction,  and 
sketched  out  the  important  points  which  would  be  elaborated  upon  by  his 
"expert  witness"  Dr.  Bruce  Clark.  BC  Supreme  Court  Justice  Bruce  Josephson 
then  cautioned  Clark  that  his  testimony  must  be  confined  to  areas  of  law 
and  history  which  was  relevant  and  been  discussed  with  his  Ts'peten 
(Gustafsen  Lake)  clients. 

Clark  began  with  his  impressive  academic  credentials  and  testimonials  by 
judges,  lawyers,  and  associates  as  to  his  legal  prowess,  professionalism 
and  knowledge.  He  then  outlined  the  erroneous  legal  status  quo  by  which 
the  federal  and  provincial  governments  maintain  that  "Indian  jurisdiction 
doesn't  exist."  He  referred  to  respected  traditionalists  present  in  the 
gallery  such  as  the  Haida  elder  Lavina  White,  the  Pascals  of  the  Lil'wat 
nation,  and  hereditary  elder  Tommy  Gregoire,  of  the  Shuswap-Okanagan 
confederacy. 

To  traditionalists  such  as  these,  Clark  acknowledged  his  understanding 
of  law  as  "respect  and  consent"  emanating  from  natural  law.  That  "truth  is 
the  summit  of  being  and  justice  is  the  application  of  truth  to  affairs." 
According  to  Clark  justice  as  applied  truth  and  law  as  applied  respect, 
reflects  the  best  of  both  the  indigenous  and  western  legal  traditions. 
"Order  achieved  on  any  other  basis  is  tyranny,  "Clark  said. 

Surveying  the  legal  history  of  international  aboriginal  rights  law  from 
the  Papal  Bulls  of  the  16th  century  to  the  establishment  of  an 
"independent  impartial  third  party  tribunal,"  in  light  of  the  landmark 
Mohegans  v Connecticut  case,  Clark  arrived  at  the  "treasonous  fraudulent 
and  genocidal"  regime  of  the  Canadian  state. 

Clark  then  gave  a passionate  exposition  of  the  consequences  of  the 
"racism  which  is  most  certainly  present  here  among  us  today,  in  this 
courthouse  which  itself  sits  upon  a "void  crown  grant":  a racism  which  is 
killing  my  clients." 

In  an  electrifying  finish,  the  jailed  native  rights  lawyer  read  passages 
from  the  UN  Convention  on  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  the  Crime  of 
Genocide  1948,  and  urged  the  members  of  the  jury  "to  make  the  genocide 
stop  by  refusing  to  take  part  in  it.  Newcomers  and  their  courts  have  never 
had  jurisdiction  over  Indians  on  unceded  lands."  Dr.  Clark  is  scheduled  to 
continue  his  testimony  on  Monday. 

+++FREE  WOLVERINE+++FREE  DR. BRUCE  CLARK+++FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS+++ 
======>A  FULL  AND  COMPREHENSIVE  INQUIRY  INTO  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  NOW !<====== 

More  information  on  the  jurisdiction  argument  is  available  on  the  WWW: 
Statement  by  Lil'Wat,  Carmanah  and  Okanagan-Shuswap  traditionalists: 
http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/sov/ecogenC . html 
BRUCE  CLARK  ARCHIVES: 

http: //kaf ka .uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/main . html 
A good  introduction  and  summary  of  Clark's  argument: 
http: //kaf ka . uvic . c a/~vi pi rg/SISIS/Clark/ vernal. html 
SUPPORT  ORGANIZATIONS 
Ts'peten  Defence  Committee 

Spokespeople:  Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
174-1472  Commercial  Drive,  Vancouver 
Salish  Territory,  V5L  3X9  Canada 
Phone:  (604)  322-7934,  Fax:  (604)  323-0224 

Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples  (CASNP) 

ATTN:  Kahn-tineta  Horn 

Phone:  (416)  972-1573  Fax:  (416)  972-6232 
email : casnp@io.org 


Ts'peten  Legal  Defence  Team: 

Manuel  Azevedo,  phone:  (604)  687-0231,  fax:  (604)  687-0241 
Margaret  Clark,  c/o  phone:  (604)  687-0231,  fax:  (604)  687-0241 

AND 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
PO  Box  8673,  Victoria,  BC  Canada  V8X  3S2 

Email:  <uc389@f reenet . victoria. be. ca>  or  <riwaasa@indiana.edu> 

WWW:  http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news  only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
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"RE : Gustafsen  Update"  

Date:  Thu,  6 Mar  1997  05:53:32  -0800  (PST) 

From:  RKI  <riwaasa@indiana . edu> 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  trial  updates 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

March  5,  1997  S.I.S.I.S.  Bulletin 

WITNESS  MEMORY  "GONE":  ABUSE  AT  RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL 
3AILED  NATIVE  RIGHTS  LAWYER  CLARK  WILL  APPEAR  AS  DEFENCE  WITNESS  THURSDAY 
Cross  examination  of  defence  witness  Ernie  Archie  continued  today  at  the 
ongoing  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  trial  in  Surrey,  BC.  The  trial  of  18 
Shuswap  traditionalists  and  supporters,  arising  out  of  the  summer  1995 
siege  of  sacred  Sundance  grounds  by  RCMP  and  Canadian  military  forces,  is 
now  the  longest  and  costliest  trial  in  Canadian  history.  Shuswap  elder 
Wolverine  has  been  imprisoned  without  bail  since  September  1995,  before 
the  trial  began. 

Archie  was  present  in  the  Ts'peten  camp  until  early  August  1995.  Crown 
prosecutor  Lance  Bernard  attempted  to  lead  the  witness  into  testimony  of 
defensive  preparations  by  campers  to  resist  an  attack  by  area  ranchers  or 
the  RCMP.  He  was  also  questioned  as  to  persons  and  vehicles  in  the  camp  at 
that  time. 

Bernard's  questioning  was  derailed  however,  when  defence  counsel  George 
Wool  questioned  Archie  as  to  his  memory  of  events  and  his  comprehension  of 
the  crown's  questions.  After  Wool  elicited  conflicting  answers  to  those 
given  by  Archie  to  the  crown  prosecutor,  Archie  indicated  that  his  memory 
and  comprehension  were  "almost  gone"  as  a result  of  "serious  abuse  at  the 
residential  school,"  referring  to  the  infamous  institutions  Canada  imposed 
on  indigenous  children  until  the  1980' s which  were  notorious  for 
con cent rat ion -camp -like  conditions . 

Also  today,  BCTV's  6:00  PM  news,  featured  the  first  of  a two  part 
interview  with  jailed  native  rights  lawyer  Dr.  Bruce  Clark.  The  second 
part  will  be  broadcast  on  Thursday's  newscast. 

At  one  point  Clark,  in  red  prison  clothing,  told  BCTV's  Clem  Chappel, 
that  "you  should  be  interviewing  and  asking  questions  or  yourself  and  your 
media  associates,  as  to  why  you  allowed  yourselves  to  take  an  ordinary 
person  trying  to  make  a point  of  law,  and  then  demonized  that  person." 

Denied  the  right  to  appear  as  counsel  of  choice  for  many  of  the 
defendants,  Clark  has  been  called  by  the  traditionalists  as  a defence 
witness.  Dr.  Clark  is  expected  to  take  the  stand  on  Thursday. 

A FULL  AND  COMPREHENSIVE  INQUIRY  INTO  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  AND  STONEY  POINT  NOW! 
+++FREE  WOLVERINE+++FREE  DR. BRUCE  CLARK+++FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS+++ 
REMEMBER  DUDLEY  GEORGE 

Links  to  politicians'  email  and  a more  comprehensive  list  of  addresses  for 
protest  letters  are  at: 

http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Gust Lake/ letter . html 


Please  send  a copy  of  youn  letter  to  S.I.S.I.S.  so  the  Defenders  can  know 
people  are  acting  on  their  behalf. 

SUPPORT  ORGANIZATIONS: 

Ts'peten  Defence  Committee 

Spokespeople:  Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
174-1472  Commercial  Drive,  Vancouver 
Salish  Territory,  V5L  3X9  Canada 
Phone:  (604)  322-7934,  Fax:  (604)  323-0224 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  (S.I.S.I.S) 

(contact  information  in  signature  below) 

Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples  (CASNP) 

ATTN:  Kahn-tineta  Horn 

Phone:  (416)  972-1573  Fax:  (416)  972-6232 
email : casnp@io.org 

Ts'peten  Legal  Defence  Team: 

Manuel  Azevedo,  phone:  (604)  687-0231,  fax:  (604)  687-0241 
Margaret  Clark,  c/o  phone:  (604)  687-0231,  fax:  (604)  687-0241 
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— "RE:  Focus  on  Peltier  Part  A"  

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Date:  Sat,  8 Mar  1997  02:57:46  -0500  (EST) 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - FOCUS  ON  PELTIER  - # 3(A) 

NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE 
* FOR  YOUR  INFO  * 

FOCUS  ON  LEONARD  PELTIER  #3  (A) 


Sub j : re:  NASL  and  info  on  Peltier 

Date:  97-03-05  10:44:54  EST 

From:  TIPPETTS@mail.pire.org  (Scott  Tippetts) 

To:  miketben@aol.com 


' Siyo, 

About  2 weeks  ago  I saw  a posting  on  one  of  the  listservs,  mentioning 
your  organization  (NASL),  which  referred  to  the  questions  some  of  your 
members  have  about  Leonard  Peltiers'  situation. 

As  part  of  the  e-mail  exchange,  you  are  somebody  posted  the  LPDC's 
website  FAQ.  I thought  I'd  offer  you  a document  that  I prepared,  which  is 
basically  a digest  of  the  considerable  published  material  and  evidence.  It 
contains  more  detail  than  the  FAQ  or  the  Redford  video  (which  ignores  many 
important  aspects),  so  as  to  give  the  curious  a little  more  familiarity 
with  the  meaty  details  of  the  case  without  having  to  read  the  600  pages  of 
Matthiessen  or  the  500  pages  of  Churchill  & Vander  Wall  (not  to  mention 
the  hundreds  of  pages  of  court  transcripts,  evidence  documents,  and 
letters) . 

It  has  been  reviewed  and  "approved"  by  Ron  Lessard  (LPFC)  and  Lisa 
Faruolo  (LPDC),  incorporating  their  suggestions  for  changes  / revisions 
etc . 


Currently  it  runs  about  8 pages  printed,  and  I have  attached  it  as  a 
WordPerfect  document  (which  you  will  probably  need  to  UU-decode  on  your 
end) . 

If  this  type  of  transfer  (or  the  WordPerfect  format)  does  not  work  for 
you,  I can  send  you  a paper  copy  via  snail-mail,  if  you  are  interested. 

Forgive  me  for  the  unsolicited  offer,  but  many  people  have  found  this 
little  digest  to  be  useful,  and  I hope  some  in  your  group  may  also  find  it 
of  value. 

--Scott  Tippetts 

M0N0GRAF.WP5  follows  

"....with  Liberty  and  Dustice  for  all." 

On  26  Dune  1975,  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota,  two  FBI 
agents  started  a shootout  with  a handful  of  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM) 
members.  Because  murders  by  FBI-sponsored  "vigilantes"  had  been  occurring 
frequently  on  Pine  Ridge,  the  AIM  members  had  previously  prepared  to 
defend  themselves.  The  shootout  quickly  escalated,  and  within  minutes  the 
FBI  had  unleashed  a massive  paramilitary  assault  that  they  had  been 
preparing  for  months  hundreds  of  officers  against  a camp  of  about  a dozen 
Indians  (including  women  and  children) . When  two  FBI  agents  (and  one 
Indian)  were  killed  in  the  resulting  gunfire,  the  FBI  embarked  on  a 
Gestapo-like  crusade,  violating  civil  rights,  casting  aside  due  process, 
and  making  a mockery  of  the  U.S.  judicial  system. 

The  FBI  used  the  shootout  as  an  opportunity  to  get  rid  of  some  of  AIM's 
leaders.  This  travesty  of  justice  resulted  in  the  framing  and  false 
imprisonment  of  Leonard  Peltier  for  over  20  years  despite  global  outrage 
and  formal  protests  by  many  countries.  Fluman  rights  organizations 
worldwide  have  been  seeking  justice  and  freedom  for  Peltier  for  many  years, 
considering  him  a "political  prisoner  of  conscience"  just  as  Nelson 
Mandela  and  Andrei  Sakharov  once  were.  But  your  own  government,  while 
moralizing  to  other  nations  about  their  human  rights  abuses,  doesn't  want 
you  to  know  about  it's  own  shameful  secret:  their  repression  and  false 
imprisonment  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

This  tragic  episode  involves  so  many  unusual  events  and  actions,  that 
even  a superficial  description  becomes  quite  lengthy.  The  following 
summary  of  the  facts  was  intended  to  be  as  brief  as  possible,  without 
sacrificing  important  details  or  documentation.  The  first  two  "background" 
sections  provide  historical  information  that  is  necessary  for 
understanding  the  context  of  the  Peltier  case.  The  remaining  sections 
present  the  evidence  for  the  following  three  key  issues,  each  one  by 
itself  providing  sufficient  grounds  for  Leonard  Peltier's  release  & 
clemency: 

? DUDICIAL  DUE  PROCESS  BREACHED  - Peltier's  right  to  a fair  trial  was 
blatantly  and  intentionally  violated  by  the  FBI  and  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Dustice,  in  order  to  frame  him  at  all  costs;  upon  this  basis  alone,  the 
Peltier  case  merits  at  least  a retrial. 

? SHOOTER  UNKNOWN  - The  FBI's  own  evidence  (illegally  withheld  from  the 
original  trial  by  the  FBI)  proves  Peltier  was  not  the  shooter  of  the  two 
agents.  The  prosecution  has  since  publicly  admitted  that  they  don't  know 
who  the  shooter  was,  nor  even  what  role  Peltier  may  have  had  in  the 
shootout . 

The  prosecutors  now  rationalize  his  continued  false  imprisonment  by 
claiming  he  was  probably  aiding  and  abetting  whomever  actually  did  fire 
the  fatal  shots,  though  there  is  no  evidence  to  support  even  this  lesser 
allegation . 

? SHOOTING  WAS  IN  SELF  DEFENSE  - Regardless  of  who  actually  shot  the  two 
agents,  it  was  an  instance  of  justifiable  self-defense,  and  the  FBI  is  to 
blame  for  the  deaths  of  their  own  agents. 

1)  COERCIVE  GOVERNMENT  SCHEMES  TO  STEAL  MORE  INDIAN  LANDS 

In  the  late  1960's,  the  barren  wasteland  reservations  to  which  most 
Indians  had  been  conveniently  removed  had  recently  been  discovered  to 
contain  the  richest  deposit  of  mineral  resources  on  the  continent.  New 
pressures  arose  to  acquire  yet  more  Indian  lands  by  any  means  necessary, 
circumventing  valid,  legally  binding  U.S.  treaties.  The  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (BIA)  arranged  cheap  land-lease  agreements  through  the  Bureau  of 


Land  Management  (BLM)  for  private  corporations  from  many  of  these  tribes 
by  extortion,  or  by  allowing  kickbacks  and  financial  incentives  to  its 
corrupt  puppet  dictators.  [The  BIA,  in  a blatant  conflict  of  interest  in 
this  regard,  is  supervised  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management....] 

The  coercive  and  repressive  policies  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
(continuing  from  nearly  a hundred  years  before)  were  found  to  be 
particularly  useful  for  this  new  round  of  governmental  land-thefts. 
Explicitly  stated  goals  of  cultural  annihilation  were  achieved  through 
such  methods  as:  forcibly  taking  children  from  their  families  and  placing 
them  in  government-run  boarding  schools  or  in  distant  non-Indian  foster 
homes;  illegalization  of  traditional  religious  practices  and  language;  and 
selectively  administering  what  few  elements  of  the  treaties  were  still 
being  "honored"  only  to  those  Indians  who  would  forsake  traditional  ways. 

In  order  to  circumvent  the  legitimate  tribal  leaders,  the  BIA  set  up 
tribal  councils  that  were  contrary  to  traditional  authority  structures 
recognized  by  treaties.  Elections  were  rigged  for  BIA  "yes-men"  to  become 
local  leaders,  and  traditionalists  were  attacked,  harassed,  and  coerced. 
Often  U.S.  government  officials  simply  appointed  tribal  chiefs  of  their 
own  choosing.  For  example,  W.W.  Keeler  chairman  and  CEO  of  Phillips 
Petroleum  Company  was  conveniently  appointed  chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 
by  five  successive  U.S.  Presidents  from  1949-75,  despite  being  only  1/16 
Indian.  Keeler  succeeded  in  committing  numerous  illegal  financial 
dealings  with  the  federal  government  during  his  tenure. 

1971  - Deputy  Secretary  of  Interior  Harrison  Loesch  (who  was  soon  to 
become  Vice  President  of  Peabody  Coal  Company)  ruled  that  because 
reservation  land  "was  not  public  land",  the  environmental  impact 
statements  required  by  the  NEPA  were  not  necessary  for  mining  (uranium) 
and  drilling  (oil/gas)  on  the  reservations. 

As  a result,  the  Indians'  drinking  water  was  poisoned  by  uranium 
tailings,  and  other  toxic  wastes  were  improperly  disposed  of  on  Indian 
land.  This  caused  alarmingly  high  rates  of  birth  defects  and  miscarriage 
(over  6 times  the  national  average),  and  of  bone  cancers  and  other 
mysterious  and  unusual  maladies.  Protests,  complaints,  and  evidence 
proving  these  atrocities  were  largely  ignored  by  the  government.  [Such 
pollution  of  reservation  land  and  water  sources  with  knowledge  beforehand 
continues  to  this  day.] 

1972  - Corporate  and  government  demand  for  the  vast  mineral  resources 
recently  discovered  on  Indian  lands  in  South  Dakota  set  the  stage  for  the 
"election"  of  the  BIA's  puppet  dictator  Dick  Wilson  as  President  of  the 
Pine  Ridge  Tribal  Council.  Wilson's  campaign  was  characterized  by 
unusually  lavish  spending;  the  source  of  this  "mysterious"  funding  is 
still  unaccounted  for.  Wilson  created  about  900  jobs  (many  titular  only, 
with  no  work  actually  performed)  for  BIA  supporters,  and  hired  a huge  gang 
of  intimidators  called  "GOON  squads"  who  were  notorious  for  their  drunken 
brutality  against  those  who  wished  to  retain  their  traditional  culture,  or 
who  complained  about  the  government  atrocities. 

These  hired  thugs  were  paid  from  BIA  funds,  as  well  as  from  federal 
highway  funds  assigned  to  a "Highway  Safety  Program". 

Despite  a vast  majority  opposition,  Wilson  was  inexplicably  re-elected 
in  1974,  in  an  election  that  was  "permeated  by  fraud"  according  to  the  U.S. 
Commission  on  Civil  Rights. 

By  granting  the  U.S.  government  land  cessions  and  leases  (in  direct 
violation  both  of  U.S.  government  treaties  and  of  Lakota  tribal  law),  and 
redirecting  tribal  funds  earmarked  for  the  needy  to  his  own  followers, 
Wilson  angered  the  vast  majority  of  his  tribe,  who  attempted  to  impeach 
him  many  times  (one  petition  had  more  signatures  than  Wilson  had  votes  in 
the  election).  Wilson  summarily  canceled  all  the  impeachment  proceedings, 
while  the  BIA  looked  the  other  way.  Meanwhile,  the  traditionalists  had 
their  tribal  benefits  siphoned  away,  were  denied  jobs,  and  became 
increasingly  impoverished. 

2)  AIM  RESISTS  GOVERNMENT  OPPRESSION;  FBI  ATTEMPTS  TO  ELIMINATE  AIM 

In  this  same  period,  the  newly-formed  American  Indian  Movement  was 
beginning  to  receive  publicity  for  their  demonstrations  against  new 
violations  of  treaty  rights  still  in  force,  attempts  by  the  government  to 


unilaterally  cancel  valid  treaties,  and  the  other  racist  policies  of  the 
BIA.  They  also  publicly  documented  anti-Indian  racist  treatment  by  law 
enforcement  officers,  and  by  local  and  state  governments.  These  actions 
caused  AIM  leaders  to  become  targeted  by  the  FBI's  now-notorious  (and 
unconstitutional)  COINTELPRO  operations,  which  had  recently  been 
discovered  and  were  being  investigated  by  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Intelligence.  Because  of  his  activism  on  the  Trail  of  Broken  Treaties 
demonstrations,  Peltier  was  quickly  identified  in  FBI  memos  as  one  to  be 
targeted . 

In  the  early  seventies,  the  Pine  Ridge  GOON  squads  got  most  of  their 
vast  arsenals  and  ammunition  from  the  FBI  under  the  table,  according  to 
court  testimony  of  former  GOONs  (e.g.,  Duane  Brewer,  federal  appeals  court 
2 Oct  1991).  During  these  years  up  through  the  Oglala  shootout,  the  GOONs 
BIA  police,  and  local  non-Indian  "vigilantes"  (mostly  ranchers  who 
participated  in  under-the-table  sales  of  Indian  land,  or  illegally  grazed 
livestock  on  Indian  pastures)  assaulted  hundreds  of  AIM  members  and 
supporters.  At  least  300  people  were  killed,  mysteriously  disappeared,  or 
were  brutally  assaulted  during  these  years;  in  the  two  years  between  the 
Wounded  Knee  occupation  and  the  Oglala  shootout  alone,  there  were  61  such 
murders  that  were  fully  documented.  In  one  instance,  the  GOONs  were 
called  in  to  attack  the  town  of  Wanblee  (which  had  a concentration  of  AIM 
sympathizers),  shooting  up  the  town  over  a two-day  period  while  the  FBI 
and  BIA  police  on  the  scene  sat  and  watched,  doing  nothing.  According  to 
one  former  GOON,  this  attack  was  called  because  the  AIM  members  "needed  to 
be  taught  a lesson".  During  this  period,  the  traditionalists  and  AIM 
supporters  lived  in  a state  of  constant  terror,  never  knowing  when  the 
next  truckload  of  GOONs  or  white  "vigilantes"  would  suddenly  drive  by 
shooting  at  everyone  in  sight.  The  FBI,  despite  having  the  highest 
concentration  of  agents-to-citizens  of  any  jurisdiction  in  the  United 
States,  investigated  very  few  of  these  murders,  and  these  token 
"investigations"  were  half-hearted  at  best.  In  desperation,  tribal  elders 
asked  AIM  members  to  come  provide  physical  protection  from  the  government- 
sponsored  attacks;  Leonard  Peltier  was  among  those  who  answered  the  plea 
in  early  1975. 

November  1972  - At  the  conclusion  of  the  nationwide  march  the  "Trail  of 
Broken  Treaties"  in  Washington  D.C.,  AIM  leaders  staged  a sit-in  at  the 
BIA  offices  to  obtain  lodging  for  their  elderly  that  the  BIA  had 
previously  promised  them.  During  this  non-violent  protest,  riot  squads 
suddenly  attacked  and  assaulted  them.  In  self-defense,  the  protestors 
ended  up  occupying  the  building  for  a week;  during  this  occupation  they 
discovered  BIA  documents  that  described,  among  other  atrocious  policies, 
the  "quiet  genocide"  of  coerced  sterilization  of  many  thousands  of  young 
Indian  women  in  various  western  states  (approximately  40%  of  all  Indian 
women  of  childbearing  age)  against  their  will,  or  completely  without  their 
knowledge  by  government  doctors. 

As  part  of  the  illegal  COINTELPRO  operations,  the  FBI  compiled  massive 
files  on  AIM  members,  including  Peltier;  AIM  Leaders  were  often  jailed 
indefinitely  for  minor  or  contrived  offenses. 

Because  of  the  poverty  of  most  of  these  people,  they  were  seldom  able  to 
afford  bail  (which  was  usually  set  abnormally  high),  and  their  cases  were 
delayed  or  buried  in  court  dockets.  Thus,  many  languished  in  jail  for 
months,  even  though  the  fabricated  charges  were  usually  dismissed,  while 
their  families  dependent  upon  the  father  for  food,  clothes,  and  shelter 
became  even  more  impoverished.  Meanwhile,  the  harassment,  rapes,  brutal 
physical  assaults,  destruction  of  private  property,  and  murders 
perpetrated  against  AIM  members  and  supporters  were  conveniently  ignored 
by  law  enforcement. 

February-May,  1973  - In  order  to  gain  publicity  about  the  political 
repression,  BIA  policy  atrocities,  the  illegal  sale  of  their  sacred  land 
by  BIA  puppet-dictator  Dick  Wilson,  and  the  pollution  of  their  water 
supplies  and  resulting  diseases,  AIM  decided  to  stage  a symbolic,  non- 
-violent  demonstration  at  Wounded  Knee,  the  site  of  the  U.S.  Cavalry's 
massacre  of  hundreds  of  unarmed  Indians  nearly  a hundred  years  before.  In 
an  effort  to  quell  the  embarrassing  publicity  of  the  government's  Indian 
policies,  federal  law  enforcement  (under  the  direction  of  the  FBI) 


responded  with  an  enormous  military  attack,  which  escalated  into  an  armed 
conflict  and  siege,  lasting  71  days. 

The  government  ordered  over  560  arrests  and  handed  down  185  federal 
indictments  against  AIM  members  and  supporters  in  the  Wounded  Knee  case; 
yet  over  97%  were  ultimately  dismissed  or  acquitted.  Over  six  hundred 
other  AIM  supporters  around  the  country  were  also  arrested  on  bogus  and 
essentially  unprovable  "related  charges"  such  as  interstate  travel  with 
the  intent  of  helping  the  Indians.  Once  again,  many  innocent  activists, 
targeted  for  their  political  views,  suffered  lengthy  incarceration  and 
other  intimidation  before  the  contrived  charges  were  dismissed. 

Shortly  before  the  Wounded  Knee  Occupation  trial  of  Russell  Means  & 
Dennis  Banks  (two  of  AIM's  most  important  leaders),  the  defense's  most 
important  witness,  Pedro  Bissonette,  was  murdered  while  on  the  way  to  meet 
with  one  of  the  AIM  lawyers.  At  the  trial,  the  prosecution  knowingly 
presented  false  evidence,  infiltrated  the  defense  team  with  an  FBI 
informant,  and  was  caught  repeatedly  lying  to  the  judge.  The  blatantly 
illegal  actions  of  federal  prosecutors  and  FBI  agents  at  the  trial 
provided  a showcase  to  the  American  public  of  how  low  the  government  would 
stoop  to  circumvent  justice  at  any  cost.  Judge  Fred  Nichols  finally  lost 
all  patience  with  the  FBI  and  prosecution,  and  dismissed  the  charges  in 
disgust,  stating  that  "the  waters  of  justice  have  been  polluted"  and  that 
it  was  obvious  the  "FBI  were  determined  to  get  the  AIM  movement  and 
completely  destroy  it".  Similar  patterns  of  misconduct  pervaded 
subsequent  trials  of  many  AIM  activists  over  the  next  four  years. 

3)  VIOLATIONS  OF  DUE  PROCESS:  THE  FBI  PLOT  TO  FRAME  PELTIER 

22  November  1972  (more  than  2 years  BEFORE  the  shootout)  - Two  off-duty 
policemen  in  a Milwaukee  restaurant  harassed  Peltier;  when  he  verbally 
confronted  them,  they  pulled  guns  on  him.  Peltier  surrendered  without  a 
struggle,  was  handcuffed,  then  severely  beaten  in  the  paddy  wagon.  Then 
(just  as  the  FBI  had  been  doing  with  other  AIM  leaders  for  years),  he  was 
amazingly  charged  with  attempted  murder.  Because  there  were  many 
witnesses,  he  was  easily  acquitted  of  the  obviously  fraudulent  charge.  At 
the  trial,  Anne  Guild,  the  girlfriend  of  officer  Ronald  Halvinka, 
testified  that  Halvinka  had  previously  shown  her  a photo  of  Peltier  (sent 
to  the  local  police  from  Washington),  boasting  that  he  would  be  "catching 
a big  one  for  the  FBI".  Although  this  fraudulent  murder  charge  was 
exposed  in  court  as  FBI-sponsored  harassment,  the  FBI  to  this  day  still 
uses  this  fabrication  in  publicity  releases,  describing  Peltier  at  the 
time  of  the  shootout  as  a "murder  fugitive"  with  a criminal  history.  In 
reality,  Peltier  actually  had  ZERO  criminal  convictions  before  the 
shootout . 

In  early  1976,  Peltier  was  finally  captured  in  Canada.  Myrtle  Poor  Bear, 
who  had  been  in  and  out  of  mental  hospitals  with  a long  history  of 
psychological  disorders  (prosecutor  Lynn  Crooks  referred  to  her  as  a 
"fruitcake"),  was  kidnapped  and  held  incommunicado  at  a hotel  by  FBI 
agents  in  order  to  produce  affidavits  that  were  used  as  the  sole  basis  for 
Peltier's  extradition.  Her  mental  condition  was  already  known  to  the  FBI; 
these  same  agents  had  used  her  previously  to  produce  false  affidavits 
against  other  AIM  members  in  another  case.  Her  first  affidavit  explicitly 
stated  that  she  was  NOT  at  the  shootout  site,  but  that  Peltier  was  her 
boyfriend  and  had  confessed  to  her  in  a bar.  Days  later,  threatened  with 
death  by  the  FBI  agents,  she  produced  a second  affidavit  that  stated  she 
was  there  but  was  not  an  eyewitness.  These  first  two  affidavits  were 
concealed  from  court  during  the  extradition  trial,  in  favor  of  the  third 
account  (produced  days  later)  which  claimed  she  was  an  eyewitness.  Later 
she  admitted  under  oath  that  she  had  never  even  met  Peltier.  Government 
prosecutors  have  later  admitted  that  the  affidavits  were  coerced  and 
fraudulent.  On  national  TV  (CBS)  in  September  1989,  Prosecutor  Crooks 
said  "I  don't  agree  that  we  [prosecution]  did  anything  wrong,  but.... it 
don't  bother  my  conscience  one  whit  if  we  did."  [The  Canadian  Parliament, 
with  all  three  political  parties  in  support,  have  sought  an  annulment  of 
the  extradition,  on  the  grounds  that  the  U.S.  violated  extradition 
treaties . ] 

The  judge  originally  scheduled  to  try  the  Peltier  case  was  Judge  Edward 


McManus,  who  also  presided  over  the  trial  of  the  other  two  defendants.  Bob 
Robideau  & Dino  Butler.  When  these  two  were  acquitted  of  the  shootings  on 
the  grounds  of  self-defense,  McManus  was  astonished  to  find  himself 
mysteriously  removed  from  the  Peltier  trial,  replaced  by  Judge  Paul  Benson, 
who  himself  owned  land  that  had  been  illegally  taken  from  the  Indians. 
Benson  was  well-known  as  an  anti-Indian  racist;  he  often  made  blatantly 
racist  remarks  in  justifying  his  highly  questionable  rulings  against 
Indians.  Judge  Benson  was  even  reversed  by  a higher  court  in  the  US  v. 
Lavallie  case  (1981)  for  expressing  anti-Indian  sentiments  in  the 
courtroom.  Benson  already  had  a record  of  colluding  with  FBI  and  Justice 
Department  prosecutors  in  railroading  other  civil  rights  activists 
(particularly  AIM  defendants)  obviously  the  reason  he  was  chosen  to 
preside  over  the  Peltier  case. 

Judge  Benson  ran  a very  unusual  court.  He  refused  to  allow  the  defense 
to:  1)  use  a self-defense  argument;  2)  present  evidence  concerning  the 
FBI's  reign  of  terror  over  the  preceding  three  years;  3)  present  testimony 
regarding  the  FBI's  illegal  COINTELPRO  operations  against  AIM  leaders;  4) 
question  FBI  agents  on  discrepancies  between  their  testimony  and  their 
written  reports;  5)  bring  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  to  the  stand  to  testify  of  her 
coercion  by  FBI  agents  into  signing  the  false  affidavits  resulting  in 
extradition.  Every  one  of  these  preposterous  judicial  tactics  used  by 
Benson  had  been  recommended  in  detail  before  the  trial,  in  the  FBI  memo  of 
20  July  1976  to  the  FBI  director,  regarding  why  they  had  lost  the  case 
against  the  other  two  defendants.  Not  coincidentally,  FBI's  own  documents 
(released  years  later  under  the  Freedom  of  Information  Act)  also  revealed 
improper  pre-trial  meetings  between  the  judge,  the  prosecution,  and  the 
FBI 

During  the  trials  (original  and  appeals),  FBI  agents:  frequently  lied 
under  oath,  then  changed  their  accounts  when  evidence  revealed  their 
fabrications;  extorted  or  coerced  others  to  commit  perjury  as  false 
"witnesses";  engaged  in  jury  tampering  (by  informing  the  jurors  that  their 
lives  were  in  danger  from  AIM  terrorist  attacks);  and  illegally  withheld 
evidence  that  they  were  required  by  law  to  release  evidence  that  disproved 
the  prosecution's  entire  case.  All  of  this  was  verified  and  fully 
documented  years  later  (1980-81)  when  a Freedom  Of  Information  Act  (FOIA) 
suit  by  Peltier's  attorney's  finally  forced  the  FBI  and  Justice  Department 
to  release  12,000  pages  of  evidence  they  had  suppressed  from  the  original 
trial . 

As  is  standard  procedure,  all  the  law  enforcement  radio  transmissions 
were  recorded;  the  State  Attorney  General  William  Janklow  [who  later 
became  Governor]  explicitly  confirmed  that  all  the  radio  conversations  of 
the  event  were  indeed  taped,  but  that  the  FBI  had  asked  him  to  keep  them 
confidential.  When  the  case  finally  came  to  trial  and  defense  attorneys 
filed  for  release  of  the  tapes  as  evidence,  state  police  said  no  such 
tapes  had  ever  existed  (and  their  location  and  content  still  remain 
hidden) . 

Even  though  the  defense  team  finally  obtained  the  release  of  12,000 
pages  of  illegally  suppressed  evidence  in  1981,  the  prosecution  still 
continues  to  withhold  6000  pages  of  evidence;  the  FOIA  loophole  they  use 
is  to  categorize  this  evidence  as  "national  security  interests".  This 
ludicrous  classification,  which  applies  to  threats  from  foreign  powers,  is 
rather  ironic  given  that  the  government  keeps  insisting  to  Canada  (who  is 
still  upset  about  the  fraudulent  extradition)  that  the  Peltier  case  is  a 
"purely  domestic  matter." 

On  21  November  1993,  an  application  for  executive  clemency  was  filed 
with  the  Justice  Department.  According  to  the  Department  of  Justice,  it 
takes  them  about  6 months  on  average  to  process  this  paperwork,  before  it 
gets  forwarded  to  the  President  for  consideration.  However,  the 
application  has  been  languishing  at  the  Attorney  General's  office  for  over 
three  years  many  times  longer  than  normal  with  no  word  on  when  it  will  be 
completed  and  passed  on  to  the  White  House. 

TO  BE  CONTINUED 
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Date:  Thu,  6 Man  1997  21:11:26  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@ORION.YORKU.CA> 

Sub j : Innu  Nation  Seeks  Injunction  to  Stop  Ptarmigan  Trail 

Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  6 March  1997 

INNU  SEEK  INJUNCTION  TO  STOP  THE  PTARMIGAN  TRAIL 

(Sheshatshiu)  The  Innu  Nation  is  seeking  an  injunction  on  Friday  in 
Federal  Court  to  stop  the  Ptarmigan  Trail.  Work  started  on  the  Trail  in 
mid-February  after  the  Trail's  proponent,  the  Eagle  River  Development 
Association,  received  nearly  $600,000  in  federal  funding  from  Human 
Resources  Development  Canada  and  the  Labrador  Comprehensive  Agreement. 

"We  are  not  going  to  allow  this  project  to  proceed.  Akamiuapishku  (the 
Mealy  Mountains)  is  too  important  to  us.  We  are  not  going  to  allow  more  of 
our  land  to  be  developed  without  our  consent.  The  decision  to  fund  the 
Ptarmigan  Trail  was  made  without  so  much  as  even  informing  the  Innu  Nation. 
Once  again,  our  rights  were  totally  ignored!",  stated  Daniel  Ashini, 

Director  of  Innu  Rights  and  Environment. 

The  Ptarmigan  Trail  is  intended  to  link  Goose  Bay  to  the  South  Coast, 
running  south  through  the  Kenamu  River  valley  and  east  across  the  southern 
slopes  of  the  Mealy  Mountains  to  Paradise  River  and  Sandwich  Bay,  a total 
distance  of  approximately  250  kilometers.  It  will  cross  many  areas  of 
vital  importance  to  the  Innu,  including  Mishtua-utshasku  and  Iatnekupau 
(Parke  Lake).  It  also  runs  through  the  heart  of  the  proposed  Mealy 
Mountains  National  Park. 

"We  know  that  the  Trail  is  going  to  have  a significant  impact  on  the 
land,  fish  and  wildlife  on  which  Innu  depend.  It  opens  up  thousands  of 
square  kilometers  of  the  Innu  homeland  for  exploitation  not  only  by 
snowmobile  users,  but  by  cabin  developers  and  non-Innu  hunters.  The  Trail 
bisects  the  winter  range  of  the  threatened  Mealy  Mountain  caribou  herd." 
continued  Ashini.  "But  most  importantly,  it  cuts  through  an  area  which  is 
of  special  spiritual  significance  to  the  Innu  people.  Several  of  our 
elders  have  told  us  that  if  the  trail  goes  ahead,  it  will  destroy  a part 
of  their  lives . " 

"Governments  and  other  interests  must  learn  to  respect  the  fact  that 
Innu  have  rights.  This  is  our  land.  We  will  do  what  is  necessary  to  defend 
it.",  concluded  Ashini. 

Background  information  is  available  on  the  Internet 
http://www.web.net/~innu 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 

"RE : Innu  Win  Court  Order"  

Date:  Mon,  10  Mar  1997  21:23:19  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <es051322@ORION.YORKU.CA> 

Sub j : Innu  Win  Court  Order  to  Stop  Ptarmigan  Trail 

Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  10  March  1997 

Innu  Win  Court  Order  to  Stop  the  Ptarmigan  Trail 

(Sheshatshiu)  A Federal  Court  judge  today  ordered  an  immediate  halt  to 
construction  of  the  Ptarmigan  Trail  and  a suspension  of  federal  funding  for 
the  project.  Justice  Teitelbaum  issued  interim  orders  against  both  the 
Eagle  River  Development  Association  and  the  federal  government. 

The  order  against  construction  binds  the  Eagle  River  Development 
Association  from  spending  any  federal  money  on  the  project,  and  prevents 
any  person  from  performing  activities  related  to  the  construction  of  the 
project  for  a period  of  10  days.  The  order  against  the  federal  government 


restrains  Human  Resources  Development  or  ACOA  from  providing  funding  for 
the  project  for  a period  of  two  days,  pending  further  arguments  by  federal 
lawyers  in  court  tomorrow. 

The  Ptarmigan  Trail  is  intended  to  link  Goose  Bay  to  the  South  Coast, 
running  south  through  the  Kenamu  River  valley  and  east  across  the  southern 
slopes  of  the  Mealy  Mountains  to  Paradise  River  and  Sandwich  Bay,  a total 
distance  of  approximately  250  kilometers.  It  will  cross  many  areas  of  vital 
importance  to  the  Innu,  including  Mishtua-utshasku  and  Iatnekupau  (Parke 
Lake) . It  also  runs  through  the  heart  of  the  proposed  Mealy  Mountains 
National  Park.  Work  on  the  trail  has  already  begun,  and  approximately  100 
km  of  trail  has  been  cleared. 

"Obtaining  this  interim  order  is  a huge  victory  for  the  Innu  people,  but 
it  is  only  the  first  step  for  us  in  putting  a stop  to  this  insane  project", 
stated  Daniel  Ashini,  Director  of  Innu  Rights  and  Environment.  "We  are  now 
proceeding  to  a full  judicial  review  of  the  federal  government's  decision 
to  fund  the  project.  We  expect  that  the  courts  will  agree  with  us,  and  find 
that  the  Minister  of  Human  Resources  made  the  wrong  decision  in  this 
matter.  The  Ptarmigan  Trail  has  too  many  impacts  on  the  land,  the  wildlife 
and  the  Innu  people  to  be  allowed  to  proceed." 

[This  is  a victory,  but  a temporary  one.  The  Innu  Nation  urgently  needs 
your  support  to  make  sure  that  the  Ptarmigan  Trail  is  never  built.  Please 
fax,  write,  or  call  Minister  of  Human  Resources  Pierre  Pettigrew,  Minister 
of  the  Environment  Sergio  Marchi,  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs  Ron  Irwin  and 
Minister  of  Canadian  Heritage  Sheila  Copps  and  ask  them  to  stop  the  Trail! 
More  information  for  supporters  is  on  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site.] 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 

"RE : Royal  Commission  5-4"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Ian  1997  04:59:00  +0000 
From:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

Sub j : Royal  Commission  5-2 

Mailing  List:  UpTowne  Online  Services  <uptowne@yak. nstn . ns . ca> 

[Editorial  note:  This  is  a continuing  series  of  a 
public  release  of  a Royal  Commission  Report.  Paul 
Antone<paul_antone@pch . gc . ca>  posted  it  to  the 
UpTowne  listserver  maintained  by  Don  Rayment.] 

Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 
Gathering  Strength 

Housing  and  Living  Conditions:  Meeting  Urgent  Needs 

Despite  significant  public  spending  over  the  past  decade,  housing, 
water  supplies  and  sanitation  services  for  Aboriginal  people  fall  far 
below  Canadian  standards  in  many  communities.  Overcrowded  and 
dilapidated  houses,  unclean  and  limited  supplies  of  water,  inadequate 
disposal  of  human  wastes  these  conditions  pose  an  unacceptable  threat 
to  the  health  of  Aboriginal  people  and  reinforce  feelings  of 
marginalization  and  hopelessness. 

* Houses  occupied  by  Aboriginal  people  are  twice  as  likely  to  be  in 
need  of  major  repairs  as  those  of  other  Canadians.  On  reserves, 

13,400  homes  need  such  repairs,  and  6,000  need  outright 
replacement . 

* Aboriginal  homes  are  generally  smaller  than  those  of  other 
Canadians,  but  more  people  live  in  them. 

* Aboriginal  homes  are  90  times  more  likely  than  those  of  other 
Canadians  to  be  without  piped  water.  On  reserves,  more  than 
10,000  homes  have  no  indoor  plumbing. 


* About  one  reserve  community  in  four  has  a substandard  water  or 
sewage  system. 

* In  the  North,  solid  waste  dumps  and  untreated  sewage  are 
contaminating  earth,  land,  fish  and  animals. 

Ensuring  that  Aboriginal  people  have  safe  housing  and  adequate  water 
and  sewage  services  should  be  a high  priority  for  government  action 
first,  to  reduce  threats  to  health  and  second,  to  avoid  saddling 
new  nation  governments  with  a shelter  and  services  crisis.  There  are 
several  long-standing  impediments  to  action: 

* The  cost  of  meeting  the  full  needs  of  Aboriginal  people  for 
shelter,  water  and  sanitation  services  is  high,  and  governments  are 
reluctant  to  accept  it. 

* First  Nations  argue  that  the  provision  of  housing  and  services  is  a 
treaty  right.  The  federal  government  disagrees. 

* Construction  in  rural  and  northern  communities,  where  many 
Aboriginal  people  live,  is  technically  difficult  and  therefore 
costly.  The  housing  market  is  too  small  and  too  dependent  on  the 
fortunes  of  resource  industries  to  work  well. 

* Financing  for  new  construction  through  banks  and  other  lending 
institutions  is  difficult  to  arrange  on  reserves  because  of 
restrictions  in  the  Indian  Act  and  confusion  about  individual 
home  ownership. 

The  coming  of  self-government  offers  a golden  opportunity  to  recast 
national,  provincial  and  territorial  policies  governing  Aboriginal 
housing  and  community  services.  As  it  stands,  governments  are  simply 
not  keeping  up  with  desperate  need.  In  some  cases,  they  have  cut  useful 
assistance  programs  before  they  met  their  targets. 

Until  Aboriginal  nations  can  take  over  the  field,  Canadian  governments 
have  an  obligation  to  ensure  adequate  shelter  for  all  Aboriginal  people. 

Most  Aboriginal  people  can  make  a contribution  some  by  taking  on 
mortgage  responsibilities,  others  by  supplying  labour  or  materials  for 
construction  and  repairs  or  paying  rent  for  existing  units.  This  they 
should  do,  to  the  fullest  extent  possible,  to  free  up  scarce  funds  to  help 
those  in  greatest  need. 

We  propose  that  Canadian  and  Aboriginal  governments,  and  Aboriginal 
people  as  individuals,  contribute  resources  enough  to  ensure  that 
housing  needs  are  fully  met  within  10  years.  The  long-standing  bones  of 
contention  standing  in  the  way  of  action  can  be  solved  as  follows: 

* We  believe  that  Aboriginal  people  and  communities  should  help 
to  meet  their  housing  costs.  We  propose  that  federal  and 
provincial  territorial  governments  take  on  about  two-thirds  of 
housing  costs  and  Aboriginal  people,  once  they  reach  a certain 
income  level,  take  on  about  one-third. 

* Regional  Aboriginal  institutions  can  be  established  to  manage  the 
financing,  construction  and  maintenance  of  homes  and 
community  infrastructure. 

* The  issue  of  the  treaty  right  to  housing  can  be  dealt  with  in  the 
new  treaty  processes  we  propose. 

* The  issue  of  home  ownership  on  reserves  should  fall  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  new  Aboriginal  nation  governments  and  should  be 
resolved  in  a way  that  provides  incentives  for  residents  to 
maintain  and  improve  their  homes. 

As  for  water  and  sanitation,  the  federal  government's  Green  Plan  (a 
special  initiative  that  ended  in  1995)  went  some  way  toward  closing  the 
gap  in  basic  services  between  Aboriginal  and  non-Aboriginal 
communities.  But  the  job  is  not  yet  done. 

Current  federal  projections  lay  out  a timetable  of  at  least  nine  years 
before  all  substandard  facilities  can  be  repaired  or  replaced.  This  is 
simply  not  fast  enough  for  so  fundamental  a determinant  of  health 
and  community  morale. 

Most  of  the  communities  with  acute  water  and  sanitation  needs  are 
small.  Bringing  their  services  up  to  standard  will  not  require 
complicated  technology  or  a big  bureaucracy.  It  will  require  appropriate 
technology,  adequate  funding  and  knowledgeable,  well-trained  people 
to  operate  and  monitor  essential  services. 


We  propose  doubling  the  speed  of  remediation,  so  that  all  communities 
will  have  adequate  water  and  sanitation  services  within  5 years. 

Dust  as  poor  housing  and  services  have  harmful  effects  on  health  and 
well-being,  so  a turnaround  in  this  sector  could  have  broadly 
regenerative  effects.  For  example, 

* Communities  will  be  able  to  pool  their  building  requirements, 
creating  still  more  possibilities.  For  example,  the  needs  of  a 
group  of  communities  could  support  a cement  company  and  other 
specialized  businesses. 

* Other  economic  spin-off  effects  could  be  greater  still.  Federal, 
provincial  and  territorial  governments  should  be  ready  with 
equity  capital  to  help  stimulate  local  businesses  in  concert  with 
the  housing  boom. 

Home  building  is  more  than  assembling  bricks  and  boards.  In  OujD- 
Bougoumou,  Quebec,  a project  to  build  new  houses,  using  traditional 
culture  and  values  along  with  modern  design  and  technology,  became 
the  starting  point  for  community  healing  and  renewal.  Dust  a decade  ago, 
the  living  conditions  of  the  Cree  of  OujD-Bougoumou  were  described 
as  the  worst  in  the  developed  world.  Today,  their  situation  has 
improved  to  the  point  where  the  United  Nations  recently  chose 
their  new  village  as  one  of  50  exemplary  communities  around  the  world. 

It  can  be  done. 

Aboriginal  Control  of  Aboriginal  Education:  Still  Waiting 

Aboriginal  people  often  say.  Our  children  are  our  future.  By 
extension,  then,  the  future  depends  on  the  effectiveness  of  education. 
Education  shapes  the  pathways  of  thinking,  transmits  values  as  well 
as  facts,  teaches  language  and  social  skills,  helps  release  creative 
potential,  and  determines  productive  capacities. 

Aboriginal  people  are  well  aware  of  the  power  of  education.  Greater 
control  over  their  children's  education  has  been  a demand  for  at  least 
three  decades. 

Parental  involvement  and  local  control  of  schools  are  standard  practice 
in  Canada  but  not  for  Aboriginal  people.  Instead,  they  have  long  been 
the  object  of  attempts  by  state  and  church  authorities  to  use  education 
to  control  and  assimilate  them,  during  the  residential  school  era, 
certainly,  but  also,  more  subtly,  today. 

By  seeking  greater  control  over  schooling.  Aboriginal  people  are 
asking  for  no  more  than  what  other  communities  already  have:  the 
chance  to  say  what  kind  of  people  their  children  will  become.  In  the 
main.  Aboriginal  people  want  two  things  from  education: 

* They  want  schools  to  help  children,  youth  and  adults  learn  the 
skills  they  need  to  participate  fully  in  the  economy. 

* They  want  schools  to  help  children  develop  as  citizens  of 
Aboriginal  nations  with  the  knowledge  of  their  languages  and 
traditions  necessary  for  cultural  continuity. 

The  present  education  system  does  not  accomplish  either  of  these 
goals.  The  majority  of  Aboriginal  youth  do  not  finish  high  school.  They 
leave  with  neither  the  credentials  for  jobs  in  the  mainstream  economy 
nor  a grounding  in  their  languages  and  cultures.  They  are  very  likely  to 
have  experienced  the  ignorance  and  hatred  of  racism,  which  leaves 
them  profoundly  demoralized  or  angered. 

Many  of  our  proposals  for  change  in  education  have  been  advanced 
before,  by  commissions  and  task  forces  stretching  back  to  the  1970s.  It 
is  clear  what  needs  to  be  done,  and  it  is  long  past  time  to  do  it. 

* Transfer  of  administrative  responsibility  for  reserve  schools  to 
First  Nations  is  a step  in  the  right  direction.  But  schools  are  still 
staffed  primarily  by  non-Aboriginal  teachers,  and  curriculums 

and  teaching  methods  were  designed  for  students  with  different 
needs  and  cultural  backgrounds 

* Almost  70  per  cent  of  Aboriginal  children  are  taught  in  provincial 
or  territorial  schools,  but  the  mainstream  education  system  has 
few  mechanisms  of  accountability  to  Aboriginal  people  and  has 
made  few  attempts  to  reach  out  and  involve  Aboriginal  parents. 

* In  all  jurisdictions,  spending  on  Aboriginal  education  is 


inadequate  to  reverse  accumulated  educational  deficits. 

Even  sOj  Aboriginal  people  retain  their  conviction  that  education  can  be 
a positive  force  in  the  pursuit  of  bicultural  competence  and  confidence 
for  their  children  and  themselves.  They  believe  that  education  can 
contribute  to  the  holistic  development  of  Aboriginal  people  of  all  ages, 
from  infants  to  elders. 

To  this  end,  we  recommend  the  development  of  Aboriginal-controlled 
education  systems,  recognized  by  all  governments  and  able  to  plan  and 
deliver  lifelong  learning.  Further,  we  are  recommending  that  provincial 
and  territorial  schools  take  steps  to  ensure  that  the  education  they 
provide  is  fully  appropriate  for  their  Aboriginal  students. 

Education  policy  needs  to  ensure  that  appropriate  learning  takes  place 
at  each  stage  in  the  life  cycle. 

Early  Childhood  Education 

In  education,  as  in  health,  childhood  is  the  foundational  stage. 
Traditional  family  life  provided  a firm  foundation  of  security  and 
encouragement  for  Aboriginal  children.  Aboriginal  families  of  today 
are  not  always  able  to  provide  this.  Parents  may  be  hampered  by  the 
effects  of  poverty,  alienation,  residential  school  experience,  and 
dysfunctional  family  or  other  relationships.  Many  Aboriginal 
children  arrive  at  school  with  special  needs  for  understanding  and 
support  to  liberate  their  in-born  capacity  for  learning. 

Like  all  children.  Aboriginal  children  need  to  master  the  intellectual, 
physical,  emotional  and  spiritual  tasks  of  early  childhood.  Equally, 
they  need  grounding  in  their  identity  as  Aboriginal  people.  We  propose 
that  all  Aboriginal  children,  regardless  of  status  or  location,  have 
access  to  dynamic,  culture-based  early  childhood  education. 

For  elementary  schools,  we  propose  that 

* all  schools,  whether  or  not  they  serve  mainly  Aboriginal  students, 
adopt  curriculums  that  reflect  Aboriginal  cultures  and 
realities 

* governments  allocate  resources  such  that  Aboriginal  language 
instruction  can  be  given  high  priority,  where  numbers 
warrant 

* provincial  and  territorial  schools  make  greater  efforts  to  involve 
Aboriginal  parents  in  decision  making 


Internet:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

This  message  was  processed  by  NetXpress  from  Merlin  Systems  Inc. 


This  multi-part  series  will  be  presented  over  the  next  several  issues. 

My  thanks  to  Don  and  Paul  for  bringing  this  to  my  attention,  gary 

"RE : Tribes  Tax  Oil  Companies"  

Date:  Sun,  9 Mar  1997  08:44:58  -0500  (EST) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol . com 
Sub j : NARF  Legal  Review 

UUCP  email 

CHEYENNE  AND  ARAPAHO  TRIBES  WIN  RIGHT  TO  TAX  OIL  COMPANIES 

The  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  tribes  of  OK  won  a major  victory  August  23  1996 
in  Mustang  Production  co.  v Harrison,  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals,  tenth 
Circuit  upheld  the  tribes  right  to  tax  oil,  gas  production  on  allotted 
lands.  The  allotments  - 160  acre  parcels  held  in  trust  by  the  federal  govt, 
for  members  of  Tribes  - are  scattered  throughout  nine  counties  in  western 
OK.  The  parcels  are  virtually  all  that  remains  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho 
4.5  million  acre  reservation  which  the  federal  govt  took  back  in  1890. 

In  reviewing  the  case,  the  federal  appeals  court  held  that  "the  Tribes 
have  an  inherent  sovereign  power  to  tax  economic  activities  on  their  lands, 
and  because  allotted  lands  are  within  their  jurisdiction,  the  Tribes  have 
the  power  to  enact  and  enforce  a severance  tax  on  oil  and  gas  production 
from  allotted  lands." 


The  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  first  enacted  the  tax  in  1988  to  raise  $1 
million  annually  for  roads,  schools,  housing  for  it's  10,000  members, many  of 
whom  live  in  poverty.  Nineteen  oil  companies,  who  for  decades  have  been 
extracting  oil  and  natural  gas  from  the  allotments,  immediately  challenged 
the  tax.  the  Tribes  retained  NARF  to  defend  their  rights,  and  "Mustang" 
became  the  first  major  tribal  tax  case,  to  be  heard  in  Tribal  court.  As  the 
Case  proceeded  through  the  tribal  court  system,  then  into  federal  court,  the 
federal  government  entered  the  case  as  "amicus  curiae"  (friend  of  the  court) 
in  support  of  the  Tribes  right  to  tax. 

This  precedent-setting  decision  makes  it  clear  that  the  allotments  are 
subject  to  tribal  jurisdiction.  "Mustang  will  directly  affect  several 
pending  cases  in  OK,  NM,  regarding  tribal  jurisdiction  on  activities  on 
allotments.  It  will  also  assist  the  many  tribes  throughout  Indian  country 
whose  reservations  were  reduced  to  allotments  until  Congress  ended  the 
allotment  policy  in  1934. 

In  November,  the  oil  companies  petitioned  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  for 
review  of  the  case.  The  Tribes  will  file  their  response  in  February,  1997. 

"RE : New  Moon  Unity  Prayer"  

Date:  Wed,  5 Mar  1997  01:08:05  -0500 
From:  "flattery"  <flattery@primeline.com> 

Sub j : New  Moon  Unity  Prayer,  March  9,  1997 

UUCP  email  [Editoral  Note:  This  call  is  too  late  for  the  March  new 
moon  it  was  intended  for,  but  is  included  because  the 
request  to  participate  applies  to  every  new  moon  in  1997] 

Every  new  moon  in  1997  at  5 am  in  Ashland,  Oregon  (8  est,  7 cst,  etc),  we 
will  be  praying  for  Unity.  Unity  is  an  understanding  that  we  are  a part  of 
life,  that  we  have  our  place  on  the  Floop  of  Life,  the  four  legged,  the 
birds,  the  fish,  the  ones  that  crawl  upon  the  earth,  and  all  and  plant  and 
tree  species.  All  of  these  are  prayed  for  in  the  beautiful  all  inclusive 
prayer  "All  my  Relations".  This  Unity  is  metaphysical.  On  March  9,  we  will 
add  to  these  prayers  respect  for  all  Sun  Dancers,  respect  for  sobriety  and 
respect  and  survival  for  the  buffalo  in  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

We  Lakota  and  the  Buffalo  are  one.  If  we  don't  take  care  of  the  buffalo, 
when  the  buffalo  are  gone  we  will  be  gone  too.  When  Buffalo  Woman  came 
with  her  bundle,  there  were  seven  ceremonies  in  her  bundle,  but  no 
enrollment  card. 

When  a Sun  Dance  ceremony  is  done  properly,  it  can  heal.  If  a Sun  Dance 
ceremony  is  done  without  respect  for  women  and  without  respect  for 
sobriety,  it  can  make  people  sick.  If  a Sun  Dance  is  done  without  respect 
for  our  Sun  Dance  brothers  who  do  not  have  enrollment  cards,  that 
disrespect  can  also  make  people  sick  and  unbalanced.  At  least  two  of  our 
brothers  have  already  committed  suicide  because  they  were  not  allowed  to 
complete  their  Sun  Dance  pledge,  due  to  no  fault  of  their  own.  We  ask  for 
prayers  of  respect  for  these  brothers  and  their  families.  Their  blood  is 
just  as  red  as  those  of  us  who  carry  cards.  Their  devotion  is  just  as 
sincere.  The  issue  is  racial  authority  versus  spiritual  authority. 

Government  can  give  one  a card  granting  racial  authority,  but  no  government 
can  issue  a card  assuring  spiritual  authority  to  any  person.  Spiritual 
authority  comes  only  from  fasting  and  prayer,  the  ceremonies  we  have  been 
through,  and  a personal  relationship  each  of  us  has  with  our  Creator(s). 

Seven  Lakota  Virtues  or  Laws 

Dust  as  the  Euro-Americans  have  their  ten  commandments,  the  Lakota  have 
Seven  Laws,  or  Virtues.  All  Sun  Dancers  are  bound  by  these  laws  or 
virtues.  This  is  the  Sun  Dance  Way. 

1.  To  carry  the  welfare  of  the  people  in  your  heart.  To  be  generous,  to 
share  and  to  give. 

2.  To  have  pity  and  compassion  for  all  things  that  move. 

3.  To  have  respect  and  to  show  your  respect  by  honoring  them. 

4.  To  have  a great  mind.  To  use  your  mind  to  be  patient  and  to  be 
tolerant,  to  control  yourself. 


5.  To  seek  humility.  To  be  humble  at  all  times. 

6.  To  be  Brave  and  courageous.  To  have  fortitude.  To  have  principles  and 
to  live  by  them. 

7.  Wisdom.  To  have  an  understanding  of  these  laws  and  to  live  by  them 
every  moment  of  your  life. 

These  Seven  Laws  were  presented  to  the  U.N.  by  Birgil  Kills  Straight,  Arvol 
Looking  Horse,  and  a Grandmother,  1993 
(reprinted  with  permission) 

We  invite  you  to  join  our  prayer  circle,  " all  my  relations." 

Dave  Chief,  Oglala  Lakota,  Sun  Dancer  and  Elder 

- "RE:  NAT-IMATION  Answers"  

Date:  Sat,  8 Mar  1997  20:54:12  -0500 
From:  Doe  Campagna  <aconcert@CARROLL.COM> 

Sub j : Important: .NAT-IMATION  in  answer  to  some  questions 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Listowner  Helmina  Makes  Him  First;  helping  to  create,  inspire,  and  guide 
the  project  since  1990  has  asked  for  cooperation  (and  prayers)  by  all 
people  for  the  sake  of  all  the  children  and  future  generations.] 


[un-edited  - out  of  computer  memory] 

Dear  parties  who  have  expressed  an  interest  in  NAT-IMATION;  a project 
whereby  _the_type_use_of_  and  approach  to  technology  will  be  shared  among 
all  Nations: 

NAT-IMATION  (projects/plans  which  lead  to  NAT-IMATION)  was  designed  to 
compete  with  morning  television,  childrens  video  tapes,  video  games,  and 
music-based  videos,  implementing  common  virtues,  and  initially  shared 
traditional  stories  with  proper  origins  stated;  what  the  people  of  their 
respective  nations  decide  to  program  into  it  as  values  and  the  particular 
language  of  choice,  is  also  anticipated  in  the  plan.  It  is  also  understood 
that  some  teaching  may  be  particular  or  private  to  one  Nation,  or  not 
wished  to  be  expressed  in  these  methods  at  all.  In  short,  the  first 
projects  may  be  "stencil-type"  to  be  programmable  in  other  languages  where 
desired.  Since  many  will  be  digital  or  can  be  later  made  digital; 
adjustments  may  be  made  for  things  like  precise  sound  forming  local 
features  to  audio  alignments  where  one  tape  will  be  dubbed  into  many 
languages  (where  human  forms  and  not  wireframe  or  cartoon  animation  is 
utilized/can  also  be  used  for  wireframe  human  image  manipulation). 

Integration  of  cartoon  with  actual  elders  from  a given  nation  will  be 
edited  together  for  a personal  and  more  direct,  applicable  presentation. 

Having  found,  in  trying  to  set  up  the  forthcoming  NAT-IMATION  program  on 
the  listserve,  there  will  be  many  talents  and  people.  They  are  needed.  You 
are  needed.  "To  give  in  this  capacity  of  ones  time  and  talents  is  a 
timeless,  priceless,  everlasting  loving  gift."  Some  are  already  here,  yet 
more  are  urged  to  come  forward  to  help  organize  this  long  awaited 
supplemental,  and  vital  element. 

Individual  and  non-media-based  language  projects  will  be  supported  as  well, 
with  the  joint  efforts  yet  to  focus  on  unity  and  interleaving  of  production 
ideas  and  development  for  a high,  one-generation  success  rate.  There  is 
every  hope  that  a working  understanding  will  be  reached  so  that  true 
networking  in  these  fields  may  be  attained. 

There  is  an  actual  Nat-imation  pre-production  plan  and  series  of  projects, 
and  non-commercial  products  that  will  promote  traditional  linguistic 
education  for  full  bi-lingual  or  tri-lingual  development.  These  things  will 
be  divulged  as  the  NAT-IMATION  workgroup  assembles.  These  projects  will 
want  to  support  current  and  future  schools  of  thought  by  all  positive 
methods.  Maintaining  delineation  between  similar  languages  used  will  be 
explored  as  part  of  the  program  as  method  for  releases  of  language 
materials  are  established. 

The  assembled  NAT-IMATION  groups  may  customize  the  production  plan 
according  to  the  personnel  at  hand  and  to  the  consensus  of  the  group  weighed 
by  the  direction  and  needs  of  the  project  beneficiaries  who  we  all 


recognize  as  future  generations. 

There  have  been  some  concerns  posted  to  the  list  about  this  technology 
taking  the  place  of  an  elder  or  human  interaction,  etc.  On  the  contrary; 
the  traditional  approach,  and  approaches  expressed  by  Native  linguists  using 
other  methods  will  be  cohesive  when  applied  by  said  schools  of  thought  as 
well  as  majority  of  childhood-time  away  from  technology,  and  back  to 
traditional  activities,  and  methods,  etc;  will  be  promoted  and  expressed  in 
all  projects;  as  expressed  and  desired. 

The  NAT-IMATION  group  may  work  in  teams  and  keep  each  other  (teams) 
apprised  of  activities  and  developments  through  a general  report  to  the 
NAT-IMATION  LIST. 

Every  so  often  the  NAT-FILM  group  will  be  posted  a progress  report  as 
determined  by  the  NAT-IMATION  groups;  to  inform  of  advancements  and  of 
needs,  and  if  something  or  someone  is  needed  to  help,  from  there,  a call 
for  materials,  papers  or  talent  via  request  may  be  sent  to  NATIVELIT-L, 
Nativeweb,  AISES,  NAT-LANG,  NATIVE-L,  NAT-EDU,  etc,  etc,  and  any  university 
library  --  all  with  hopeful  results. 

There  has  been  some  unexpressed  concern  by  some  about  certain  personal 
thoughts  or  priorities;  credits  for  ideas  and  work  brought  forth  from 
personal  contributions  being  recognized  is  a priority,  and  contracts  are 
available  as  it  is  an  understandable  reasoning  that  compensation  should  be 
due  project  contributors  once  the  financial  support  plan  is  ready  to 
utilize  the  broadcasts  and  video  distribution  if  that  is  needed.  The  actual 
financial  plan  for  a corporate-free  grassroots  economy  must  remain 
unexpressed  for  the  time--being,  as  not  to  overwork  the  issues.  There  is  a 
financial  plan  which  is  foolproof  when  implemented  and  will  be  comprised  of 
additional  personnel.  All  who  contribute  will  be  acknowledged  many  years  to 
come,  regardless.  As  it  should  be.  It  is  understood  that  some  may  enter 
Natimation  with  a project  already  in  the  works  and  this  will  be 
acknowledged  and  respected,  highly. 

Some  people  already  here,  and  some  waiting  in  a holding  pattern  for 
NAT-IMATION  to  commence,  such  as  linguists  and  researchers,  filmmakers, 
producers,  people  with  a VCR  and  an  idea  or  location,  technicians, 
animation  software  people,  web  developers,  and  others,  like  people  with  a 
vision  and  and  Idea.  Please  do  not  be  shy  or  hesitant,  as  your  help  is 
surely  needed. 

Interpolated  notes  from  United  Native  Culture  and  Language  Exchange  1992-1995 
Originally  extrapolated  from  ideas  by  Dakota  and  Lakota  people  during  1990-97 

Words  compiled  and  expressed  from  project  notes  by 

Doe  Campagna 

Caretaker, 

Nat-Film 

I apologize  for  not  contacting  interested  parties  and  answering  posts 
individually,  and  sooner  - have  been  swamped  trying  to  absorb  all  what's 
going  on  around  while  checking/making  arrangements  for  new  people  to  meet 
the  list  online  from  remote  locations. 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Council 
Ask  about  the  NAT-IMATION  native  language  vcr/TV/web  group-->  Info@UNAT.org 

"RE : Review:  Killing  the  White  Man's  Indian"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Feb  97  15:29:51  EST 

From:  "Glen  WELKER"  <gwelker@mail . lmi . org> 

Sub j : Killing  the  White  Man's  Indian  (fwd) 

Source:  "Research . Latino"  <MCLRIMOD@MSU. EDU> 
marinez@msue.msu.edu 

Fergus  Bordewich.  Killing  the  White  Man's  Indian : Reinventing  Native  American 
at  the  End  of  the  Twentieth  Century.  New  York:  Doubleday,  1996.  400  pp. 
Bibliography  and  index.  $27.50  (cloth),  ISBN  0-385-42035-8. 


Reviewed  for  FI-PCAACA  by  Robert  C.  Doyle,  University  of  Strasbourg 


Killing  the  White  Man's  Indian  is  a powerful  book  that  takes  readers  well 
beyond  the  long-held  myths,  what  the  author  calls  the  "patina  of  popular 
culture"  17),  and  headlong  into  the  harsh  complexities  of  Indian  identity 
as  it  exist  today.  Leaving  behind  any  taint  of  mindless  stereotyping, 
Bordewich  takes  on  the  massive  and  seemingly  impenetrable  social  questions 
present  among  the  Native  American  tribes  today:  Who  are  the  Indians  of 
the  1990s?  Are  they  part  of  American  society,  and  if  so,  on  what  terms? 

How  are  Indians  to  make  use  of  Western  culture?  What  does  it  mean  to  be 
"Indian"  in  the  modern  world? 

With  on-site  research  that  often  required  a great  deal  of  direct 
observation  and  interaction  with  tribal  members  around  the  country,  the 
author  shows  conclusively  that  he's  no  preacher  or  cheap  polemicist 
eagerly  propagandizing  anyone's  cause.  For  example,  he  explains  why 
mystics  like  Chief  Seattle  and  Black  Elk  have  achieved  near  godlike 
status  among  many  environmental  ideologues;  then  he  reminds  us  that  the 
historical  Seattle's  mysticism  was  more  a figment  of  Ted  Perry's 
theatrical  imagination  in  1972  than  anything  close  to  reality.  Black  Elk, 
although  his  commentary  in  John  G.  Neihardt's  Black  Elk  Speaks  (1979) 
achieved  near  guru  status  among  members  of  the  Native  American  Church, 
radical  environmentalists,  and  other  modern  animists.  Black  Elk  himself 
was  a devout  practicing  Roman  Catholic  during  his  adult  life  (226)  and 
traveled  to  Sing  Prison,  among  many  other  places,  to  work  as  a catechist 
preaching  the  Christian  Gospel.  Conversely,  the  author  traces  the  true 
horrors  inflicted  on  tribal  integrity  in  remarkable  detail  and  fairness: 
war,  conquest,  and  diseases  during  contact  in  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth 
centuries;  illegal  removals  and  treaties  that  meant  little  when  land  and 
wealth  entered  the  equation;  the  lasting  humiliations  imposed  by  the  Dawes 
Act  of  1887;  the  paternalism  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  up  to  the 
present  era;  grave  robbing  and  souvenir  grabbing  by  visitors  and 
anthropologists,  and  the  continuing  alphabet  soup  federal  legislation  that 
from  1969  has  granted  the  tribes  increasing  levels  political  sovereignty. 
Institutions  like  Harvard  University  and  the  Universal  of  Nebraska  have 
returned  so-called  human  and  cultural  artifacts  for  burial  proper  tribal 
use;  the  BIA  now  acts  more  in  an  advisory  role  than  as  a dictator,  and  the 
tribes  themselves  are  directing  their  own  affairs  internally.  But, 
according  to  Bordewich ' s research,  therein  lies  a rub:  where  wealth  and 
power  appear,  can  graft  and  corruption  be  far  behind,  even  in  traditional 
communities? 

Bordewich  takes  no  sides;  human  failure,  like  success,  has  no  identity. 

Without  any  doubt,  the  most  shocking  chapter,  at  least  for  this  reviewer, 
entitled  "A  Scene  Most  Resembling  Hell,"  a stand-up  description  of  real- 
time alcoholism  on  the  reservations  today.  It  took  courage  to  approach  this 
topic  when  we  all  know  how  sensitive  it  remains.  It  took  courage  to  cite 
lames  0.  Whittaker's  incisive  "Alcohol  and  the  Standing  Rock  Sioux  Tribe: 

A Twenty-Year  Follow-Up  Study"  (1982),  which  examined  alcoholism 
scientifically.  Bordewich  concludes  from  the  literature  and  from  his  own 
experience  that  alcoholism  is  virulent  among  Indians,  but  it  is  no  more 
resistant  to  treatment  among  them  than  it  is  to  other  Americans  (p.  263). 

The  author  then  traces  the  heated  cauldron  of  Indian  sovereignty,  one  of 
the  most  gripping  and  potentially  divisive  problems  in  Indian  country 
today.  What  does  it  mean  to  be  a nation?  Can  there  really  be  a "nation" 
inside  a nation  are  the  tribes  playing  with  rhetorical,  if  not  political, 
dynamite?  Certain  the  reservations'  legal  status  is  complex,  if  not 
mystifyingly  foreign,  to  outsiders.  Why  can  a tribe  open  a fully 
functioning  gambling  casino  in  a st  that  prohibits  a state  lottery,  or 
even  bingo  at  the  local  firemens'  carnival  Where  does  the  money  go?  Who  or 
what  is  accountable  for  revenues?  Why  can  some  places  serve  clientele  seven 
days  a week,  twenty-four  hours  a day?  These  and  other  question  only  begin 
to  approach  the  author ' exposition  about  life  in  Indian  country  now. 

Killing  the  White  Man's  Indian  is  an  eloquent  and  disturbing  book  that 
need  be  read  and  reflected  upon.  It  tells  a sad  story  but  is  yet  filled 
with  hope  and  trust  that  Native  Americans  will  continue  to  find  their  own 
way  in  multicultural  America--or  make  one. 

This  review  is  copyrighted  (c)  1996  by  H-Net  and  the 


Popular  Culture  and  the  American  Culture  Associations. 

It  may  be  reproduced  electronically  for  educational  or 
scholarly  use.  The  Associations  reserve  print  rights 
and  permissions.  (Contact:  P.C. Rollins  at  the  following 
electronic  address:  Rollins@osuunx.ucc.okstate.edu) 

Posted  here  in  compliance  with  the  FAIR  USE  DOCTRINE  for  educational 
purposes.  This  is  an  educational  forum.  Not  for  commercial  use. 

"RE : Poem:  In  Their  Eyes"  

Date:  Tue,  11  Feb  1997  15:08:10  -0600 
From:  Nokwisa  Yona  <swillett@ro.com> 

Sub j : An  Offering 

UUCP  email 

IN  THEIR  EYES 

I saw  the  dream 
The  yesterday 
The  today 
The  tomorrow 

Alive  and  sparkling  in  her  eyes 
On  her  cheeks  the  glow 
of  pride 

As  the  young  hand  reached  out  in  Greeting 
to  the  Warrior 

And  the  Spirit 

no  longer  quiet  within  her 

Sparked  and  danced 

to  the  Drumbeat  of  the  Mother 

I saw  the  future 
of  our  People 
the  past 

alive  within  her 

The  young  People  around  the  Drum 

Their  hearts  singing 

voices 

carrying  back  for  their  People 
their  Ancestors 
their  Parents 

their  Children  yet  to  come 

In  their  eyes  shown  the  courage 

of  generations 

of  Dreams  yet  unbidden 

of  Truth 

future  Wisdom 

battles  to  be  won 

Hearts  upon  their  sleeves 
trailing  Ribbons 
Colors  of  the  Directions 

Our  future 

With  Respect  and  Love 

In  Spirit 

Nokwisa 


RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


Date:  97/03/01  23:23 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  <dfsanders@genie.com> 

Sub  j : Flawaiian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  16-22 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

16 

Arise,  oh  Sun,  and  warm  the  land  with  your  passage! 

17 

Though  I have  no  wings,  my  spirit  flies  upon  the  wind! 

18 

Strength  is  the  warrior  within. 

19 

The  land  is  rich  in  abundance  for  those  who  know  where  to  look. 

20 

In  the  song  of  the  ocean,  I find  healing. 

21 

Let  me  be  like  the  dolphin  --  joyous  in  the  knowledge  of  my  freedom! 

22 

The  sun's  light  brings  new  life  --  the  moon's  glow,  renewal. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  13  March  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Mon,  10  Mar  1997  09:42:03  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Plt7@aol.com 

Sub j : Dallas  American  Indians  With  Disabilities 

A follow-up  to  the  American  Indian  with  Disabilities  Community  Needs 
Assessment  meeting  is  being  held  March  20,  1997  from  6:00  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m. 
This  is  a survey  results  meeting. 

The  meeting  is  at  the  American  Indian  Center,  2219  W.  Euless  Blvd., 
Euless,  Texas. 

For  more  information  call  817-545-9555. 


Date:  Sun,  9 Mar  1997  13:33:47  -0800 
From:  Pauline  Shafer  <pali@U. WASHINGTON. EDU> 

Sub j : Alexie  and  books:  Alexie  event  in  Seattle  (fwd) 

******1997  Spring  Powwow  Benefit  Dinner  and  Performance****** 

Student  group.  First  Nations  at  University  of  Washington,  is  proud  to 
invite  you  to  attend  a very  special  evening  of  dining  and  performance.  On 
Sunday,  March  16th  beginning  at  5 pm  at  the  Ethnic  Cultural  Center,  First 
Nations  will  host  a dinner  that  will  be  followed  by  performance  across  the 
street  at  the  Ethnic  Cultural  Center  Theater.  This  year's  powwow  committee 
has  been  very  fortunate  to  be  offered  the  talents  of  these  fine  artists  to 
help  raise  money  for  the  Spring  Powwow: 

Sherman  Alexie  - novelist,  poet,  all  around  great  writer  who  needs  no 
introduction ! 


Chrystos-radical  feminist  poet  extrodinaire,  maybe  only  other  Native 
writer  to  have  been  called  "angry  Indian  writer"  more  times  than  the 
Shermanator ! 

Arthur  Tulee-  Yakima  poet  extrodinaire 
Wesley  Thomas-  Navajo  scholar/weaver/poet 
Andre'  Picard-  Nez  Perce  dancer,  drummer,  singer 
Pauline  Escudero  Shafer-  Apache  poet 

We  will  most  likely  also  be  joined  by  local  female  fancy  dancer 
Michelle  Guzmana  and  friends.  But  they  are 
not  yet  confirmed. 

This  promises  to  be  a wonderful  evening.  Tickets  are  $10  for  students 
and  $25  for  the  general  public.  All  proceeds  will  be  going  for  the  powwow. 
First  Nations  § UW  was  formed  in  1994  to  bring  the  UW  Spring  powwow,  which 
traditionally  kicked  off  the  powwow  season,  back  to  campus.  After  a few 
years  of  being  held  off  campus,  through  a lot  of  hard  work  on  the  part  of 
the  committee  a successful  powwow  was  held  at  Hec  Edmondson  Pavilion. 
FirstNations  § UW  must  raise  all  the  money  for  this  powwow  themselves.  A 
small  percent  of  the  funds  do  come  from  on-campus,  but  it  must  be 
solicited  by  the  group  each  year.  A large  portion  is  generated  through 
fundraising  by  the  committee,  such  as  this  Performance  event. 

So  come  join  us  on  March  16th!  There  will  be  door  prizes,  a dinner  and 
the  performances.  "Aboriginal  Voices"  magazine  has  graciously  donated  80 
copies  of  the  issue  that  featured  an  article  on  Sherman,  to  be  given  to 
the  first  80  ticket  purchasers.  You'll  not  only  receive  a night  of 
excellent  fun,  but  will  know  you  helped  contribute,  as  the  performers  of 
this  event  have,  in  the  success  of  the  powwow. 

To  purchase  tickets  please  contact  Pauline  at 
pal i@u .Washington . edu 
206-543-9082, 

which  is  the  American  Indian  Studies  office,  which  Director 

Marvin  Oliver  has  graciously  consented  to  being  an  upper  campus  powwow 

headquarters  for  this  year. 

American  Indian  Studies  Center 
Box  354305 

University  of  Washington 
Seattle,  WA.  98195 

or  these  First  Nations  @ UW  Officers 

Andre'  Picard  & Morris  Richards,  Co-Presidents 
Esther  Dittler,  Treasurer 

Pauline  Escudero  Shafer  & Misty  Hammontree,  Co-Secretaries 
Michael  Bloomer  & Phil  Ward,  Co-  Senate  Representatives 
at  206-543-4635,  extension  12.  Which  is  the  First  Nations  @ UW  office  at 
the  Ethnic  Cultural  Center.  Tickets  can  be  mailed  to  you  or  held  at  the 
door  for  you. 
also 

Powwow  dates  are  April  11,  12,  and  13.  Flost  drums  are  Red  Bull  and  Yellow 
Jacket,  world  champion  drum  groups.  More  details  will  soon  be  released. 
Thank  You! 

Pauline 


Date:  Thu,  06  Mar  1997  18:06:56  -0800 
From:  void@slip.net  (M  5tevens) 

Sub j : Renegade  Artists  Indian  Rock  & Roll  show  and  fundraiser 

Renegade  Artists  present  John  Trudell,  United  Satanic  Apache  Front, 
Cherokee  Rose,  and  Tribal  Dada.  With  artistic  mini-skits  and  guest 
speakers,  including  Lenny  Foster  of  the  Navajo  Nation  Corrections  Project. 
The  show  is  a benefit  for  wood  and  spiritual  needs  of  Native  American 
Prisoners . 

March  22nd  1997,  7:30  pm  at  the  Continuing  Education  Center,  1634 
University  N.E.,  Albuquerque,  NM.  Admission  is  $10. 

This  fundraiser  is  running  concurrently  with  a contemporary  Native 
American  art  show,  which  is  called  "Themes  on  21st  Century  America",  and 
includes  the  following  artists;  Bob  Flaozous,  Bill  Soza  Warsoldier,  Diego  & 
mateo  Romero,  Mitchell  Zephier,  Bobbi  Kitsman  Emerson  Jenike,  Prince 
Delbert  Nagel,  Beverly  Causona,  Reverend  Steven  Johnson  Leyba,  Fern 


Shegohee,  Duke  Sine  and  Delmar  Boni. 

Reception  to  the  art  show  on  March  22nd,  admission  free,  times  from  10am  - 
12pm  at  the  Kimo  Theatre  Gallery,  417  Central  N.W.,  Albuquerque, 
call  505  265  2577  for  information. 


<Note  from  Danet>  Dust  as  this  went  to  press,  I received  word  from  the 
"Bring  Peltier  Home  Spring  Clemency  Tour"  organization  that  a stop  has 
been  added  to  the  Georgia  itinerary  listed  in  a previous  issue  of 
Wotanging  Ikche.  Monday,  March  14,  in  the  Dekalb  College  South  Campus 
Gym  in  Decatur,  GA  (near  Atlanta)  there  will  be  a show  from  7-10  p.m. 
with  local  performers  (including  Cherokee  Rose  and  Selina),  Dennis  Banks 
and  other  noted  Peltier  supporters,  and  probably  several  national 
celebrity  performers.  I was  amazed  at  the  low  cost  for  admission  -- 
only  a $5/head  donation  to  Peltier's  defense  fund.  For  further 
information,  call  404-872-4213  (Oglewanagi  Gallery  in  Atlanta)  and  speak 
with  Tom  or  Vicki. 


Powwows  this  coming  weekend  from  _News  From  Indian  Country 


March 

Info: 

13-16 

3rd  Native  American  Celebration.  Tampa,  FL 
813-626-1692 

March 

Info: 

15 

15th  Annual  Homestead  Intertribal,  Cupertino,  CA 
408-241-7999 

March 

Info: 

15-16 

McNeese  State  Univ.,  Lake  Charles,  LA 

318-475-5123 

March 

Info: 

15-16 

27th  Cal  State,  Cal  State  Univ.,  Long  Beach,  CA 
310-985-4962 

March 

Info: 

15-16 

9th  Nachez,  Nachez,  MI 

601-446-6502 

March 

Info: 

15-16 

3rd  United  Natives  Indian  Education,  Poulsboro,  WA 
360-779-8786 

March 

Info: 

15-16 

25th  Ann  Arbor,  "Dance  for  Mother  Earth",  Ann  Arbor 
313-763-9044 

Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Dr.  Robin  Silver,  Glenn  Welker,  Firehair,  Dave  Chief  via  Elaine  Flattery, 
Nokwisa  Yona,  Danet  Smith,  Larry  Kibby,  Larry  Innes,  Debra  F.  Sanders, 
Paul  Antone  via  Don  Rayment,  Bernadette  Chato,  Scott  Tippetts 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  13  March  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Mon,  10  Mar  1997  12:43:22  -0600 

From:  eaglerok@northernnet.com  (feather  eaglerock) 


Sub j : International  All  Veterans  Reunion 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

International  All  Veterans  Reunion  planning  underway 
The  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  Minnesota  is  hosting  the  first  annual 
International  all  Veterans  Reunion  on  Labor  Day  weekend  in  Grand  Rapids. 
The  location  is  the  Itasca  County  Fairgrounds  where  camping  can  begin  as 
soon  as  Monday,  Aug.  25.  The  event  is  open  to  all  combat  and  non-combat 
personnel,  as  well  as  support  veterans  and  their  families. 

The  Visitors  and  Convention  Bureau,  located  at  1 NW  3rd  St.,  Grand 
Rapids,  MN  55744,  will  provide  information  on  lodging,  vacation  and 
visitor  plans.  Their  number  is  1-800-472-6366. 

Other  contact  numbers  include  co-chairman,  Brian  Carlson, 
1-218-327-1522  or  Ion  Tinquist,  1-218-328-6240. 

>>>  > 

Bernard  3.  Rock,  Sr. 

Leech  Lake  Pillager  Band 
Spotted  Eagle  Warrior  Society 

North  Central  Minnesota  Native  American  Veterans  Outreach  and  Resource 
Center  "Vets  helping  Vets" 


Date:  Mon,  10  Mar  1997  11:01:39  -0500 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 
Sub j : AIM  GRAND  COUNCIL 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

(The  following  information  originates  with  AIM  Arizona) 

PRESS  RELEASE  - FOR  IMMEDIATE  AND  WIDEST  DISSEMINATION 

3/10/97 

The  Arizona  Chapter  of  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  is  proud  to 
announce  the  annual  meeting  of  the  AIM  Grand  Council  to  be  held  in  Phoenix, 
Arizona,  March  13-16,  1997.  The  Grand  Council  is  the  governing  body  of  AIM 
and  decisions  concerning  AIM's  involvement  in  American  Indian  issues  for  the 
coming  year  will  be  made  at  this  conference. 

The  Grand  Council  will  convene  at  the  Baseline  Mansion,  2501  E.  Baseline 
Rd.  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

A press  conference  will  be  held  at  10:30  a.m.  on  Thursday,  March  13th 
at  this  site.  Members  of  the  Grand  Council  including  Larry  Anderson, 
Dennis  3 Banks,  Clyde  Bellecourt,  Vernon  Bellecourt,  Mike  Haney, 

William  A Means  and  Herb  Powless  will  be  in  attendance  as  well  as 
Executive  Directors  and  Representatives  from  AIM  Chapters  nation-wide. 

Topics  to  be  discussed  by  the  Grand  Council  will  include: 

Use  of  the  word  "squaw"  in  geographic  place  names 
Big  Mountain 

Montana's  buffalo  slaughter 
Leonard  Peltier 

Education  of  American  Indian  children 

Grave  desecration 

Artifact  and  remains  repatriation 

and  any  and  all  concerns  brought  before  the  Grand  Council  by  AIM  Chapter 
Representatives . 

A social  pow-wow  is  also  being  planned  for  Saturday  March  15th  in  the 
village  of  Guadalupe,  Arizona  as  part  of  this  conference. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Vernon  Foster,  Executive  Director 
of  the  Arizona  Chapter  of  AIM  @ (602)  668-8926  or  Andy  Mader,  Prison 
Liaison  for  the  Arizona  Chapter  of  AIM  @ (602)  610-0935  or  e-mail 
AIMAZ@aol . com . 

"RE : Rockefeller  Indigenous  Fellowship"  

Date:  Wed,  5 Mar  1997  23:11:02  -0500 
From:  sahtu@aol.com 

Sub j : Rockefeller/UC  Davis  Indigenous  Fellowship 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVE- L (native-l@gnosys .svle.ma.us) 


Here's  a fellowship  announcement  I found  on  Karen  Strom's  site 
chttp : //hanksville. phast . umass.edu/misc/NAjobs . html> . 


Rockefeller  Foundation  Humanities  Fellowship 
for  Indigenous  People  of  the  Americas 

Indigenous  Research  Center  of  the  Americas 
Department  of  Native  American  Studies 
University  of  California,  Davis 

The  October  1997  - Dune  1998  Program 

"Articulating  Indigenous  Sovereignties  and  Autonomies: 

Visual  and  Performance  Arts" 

During  this  academic  year  the  Indigenous  Research  Center  of  the  Americas 
(IRCA)  will  select  two  fellows  from  North  America  and  two  from  Latin 
America  who  will  be  offered  individual  residencies  of  four  or  three 
months  each.  The  program  is  seeking  indigenous  creative  artists  in  visual 
arts,  music,  performing  arts,  film,  video,  traditional  and  popular  arts, 
writers  in  the  field  of  art  criticism,  and  curators/writers  of  exhibition 
theory. 

The  Rockefeller  Foundation  Humanities  Fellowship  for  Indigenous  People  of 
the  Americas 

The  Indigenous  Research  Center  of  the  Americas,  as  part  of  the  Native 
American  Studies  Department,  is  an  interdisciplinary  research  program  at 
the  University  of  California  at  Davis,  committed  to  the  study  of  and  by 
indigenous  people  and  to  the  understanding  of  their  identities  within 
growing  processes  of  globalization.  The  purpose  of  the  Center's  unique 
hemispheric  approach  is  to  provide  a thorough  comprehension  of  the 
cultural  and  social  complexity  of  contemporary  indigenous  peoples. 

The  Center  sponsors  visiting  fellows  whose  research  and  intellectual  and 
creative  activities  deal  with  issues  that  include,  but  are  not  limited 
to,  the  following:  the  indigenous  diaspora  and  transnational  migrations 
throughout  the  hemisphere;  the  ethnopolitical  movements  of  indigenous 
peoples  around  issues  of  cultural  sovereignty  and  political  autonomy; 
indigenous  feminisms  and  sexualities;  indigenous  linguistics,  literary 
and  cultural  studies;  indigenous  artistic  expressions;  critique  of 
colonial  discourses;  and  the  effects  of  globalization  on  indigenous 
communities . 

Description  of  the  Fellowship 

The  fellowship  offers  an  opportunity  for  indigenous  and  non-indigenous 
intellectuals-scholars,  artists,  and  practitioners-with  experience  in  the 
field  of  Native  American  Studies,  to  pursue  the  study  of  these  issues  on 
a hemispheric,  regional,  and  local  level.  Fellows  selected  from  North 
America  and  Latin  America  will  have  the  opportunity  to  interact  with  each 
other  and  with  the  Center's  faculty,  as  well  as  contributing  to  the 
growing  network  among  indigenous  peoples  of  the  hemisphere.  Fellows  will 
participate  in  seminars,  colloquia,  lectures,  and  other  activities  in  the 
academic  and  community  life  of  Davis  and  Northern  California.  In  addition 
to  enjoying  privileges  at  all  University  of  California  libraries, 
visiting  fellows  will  have  access  to  computers,  working  space,  and 
secretarial  support  in  the  Department  of  Native  American  Studies.  As 
well,  the  fellows  will  be  affiliated  with  the  Gorman  Museum,  an  integral 
component  of  Native  American  Studies. 

Eligibility 

The  Fellowship  Program  is  open  to  any  individual  who  might  or  might  not 
belong  to  an  institution  of  higher  education  or  a research  center. 

Community  and  tribal  practitioners,  and  artists  are  welcomed  to  apply. 

Conditions  of  Fellowships 

The  Fellowship  offers  four  awards  of  either  $ 17,000  each  to  be  used  as 
individual  salary  during  a four  month  period  of  residence  without  a 


studio  on  $12,750  each  to  be  used  during  a three  month  period  with  a 
studio.  Travel  expenses  to  and  from  the  UC  Davis  Indigenous  Research 
Center  of  the  Americas  will  be  provided  by  the  Program. 

Selection  Committee 

The  selection  committee  consists  of  six  members,  four  from  the  University 
of  California  system,  and  two  from  indigenous  grassroots  organizations. 

Responsibilities  of  Fellows 

Fellows  are  expected  to  live  in  Davis  during  the  four/three  month  period 
and  participate  in  the  academic  activity  of  the  Center  and  the  Department 
of  Native  American  Studies.  Fellows  are  invited  to  think  of  their 
participation  in  this  fellowship  program  as  an  opportunity  to  contribute 
with  their  original  writings  and/or  arts  toward  the  elaboration  of  a 
series  of  collected  works  to  be  published  by  the  Indigenous  Research 
Center  of  the  Americas. 

Application  Procedures 

Applications  for  1997-98  must  be  postmarked  by  March  15,  1997. 
Applications  consist  of:  (1)  a statement  of  purpose,  no  longer  than  five 
pages,  that  indicates  the  specific  working  plan  for  the  four/three  month 
in-residency  (please  include  a list  of  any  special  requirements  for 
work/space  and/or  equipment  that  you  might  need);  (2)  a curriculum  vitae 
or  resume  (3)  three  letters  of  recommendation,  one  of  which  ought  to 
address  directly  the  proposed  project;  (4)  a short  sample  (10-20  slides, 
video,  and/or  audio)  reflective  of  the  candidate's  current  work,  and/or 
publications.  The  complete  packet  must  be  mailed  to  the  Program  by  the 
candidate. 

Announcement  of  Awards 

Recipients  of  the  awards  will  be  notified  by  the  end  of  Dune  1997. 

Application  Deadline:  March  15,  1997 

IRCA  Fellowship  Program 

Native  American  Studies  Department 

University  of  California 

Davis,  CA  95616 

USA 

Fax  (916)  752-7097 

E-Mail  indigenous@ucdavis.edu 

Visit  our  World  Wide  Web  Page  at  http://cougar.ucdavis.edu/nas 

"RE : Two  Desuits  Arrested"  

Date:  11:11  PM  Mar  9,  1997 
From:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 

Sub j : TWO  DESUITS  ARE  ARRESTED  IN  PALENQUE  ("LA  DORNADA"  9-3-97) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

"La  Dornada",  March  9,  1997 

TWO  DESUITS  ARE  APPREHENDED  IN  PALENQUE 
(Translation:  Monique  D.  Lemaitre) 

San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  March  8. 

Desuit  priests  Gonzalo  Rosas  and  Geronimo  Hernandez-the  latter  an 
advisor  to  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation  (EZLN)-,  as  well  as 
two  Indigenous  leaders  from  Palenque,  were  detained  by  the  Dudicial  State 
Police  accused  of  being  allegedly  involved  in  an  "ambush"  suffered 
yesterday  by  a Public  Security  contingent  in  that  locality,  after  having 
evacuated  two  plots  of  land,  and  during  which  two  policemen  died  and  four 
more  were  wounded. 

The  diocese  of  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas  protested  for  the  detention  of 


the  priests,  which  it  qualified  as  a "new  arbitrary  act"  against  pastoral 
agents  of  the  Catholic  church  in  Chiapas.  It  stressed  that  it  is  not  by 
means  of  church  persecution,  nor  creating  new  situations  of  violence,  nor 
acting  in  function  of  false  accusations  that  the  conditions  of  peaceful 
coexistence  and  respect  for  the  law  and  the  rights  of  the  poor  will  be 
achieved . 

In  a communique,  the  diocese  headed  by  Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz  Garcia  for  the 
past  37  years  condemned  the  detention  and  said  that  the  necessary  steps 
to  solve  the  causes  which  originated  the  Zapatista  armed  conflict  are  not 
being  met,  and  quite  the  contrary  (the  authorities)  are  still  resorting 

to  the  old  methods  which  make  the  goal  of  achieving  a state  of  law  ever 

more  unattainable. 

Indigenous  leaders,  priests  and  nuns  from  Palenque  made  it  known  that 

tonight  the  situation  in  that  place  is  "very  tense",  since  at  7:00  P.M. 

some  300  policemen  from  the  Public  Security  stood  themselves  in  front  of 
the  parish  with  two  coffins  and  shouting  "Killer  priests.  Justice! ". 

The  same  thing  happened  at  the  Coordinator  of  Social  Indigenous 
Organizations  Xinich  (Ant  in  chol),  of  which  the  detained  farmers  are 
members . 

In  the  offices  of  Xinich  they  cut  the  electricity,  and  in  both  cases 
they  arrived  with  their  car's  sirens  at  full  blast,  after  undertaking  an 
unusual  march  with  the  coffins  through  the  streets  of  Palenque. 

The  conflict  began  yesterday  morning,  when  some  150  state  policemen 
evacuated  "in  a violent  manner"  the  plots  Emiliano  Zapata  and  Plan  de 
Ayala,  located  in  Palenque.  Following  this  action,  the  farmers  who  have 
been  in  power  of  the  land  plots  owned  by  Manuel  Huerta  since  1994 
dispersed  and  blocked  the  highway  in  the  area  of  San  Martin  Chamizal. 

By  phone,  some  representatives  of  the  association  assured  that  around 
3:00P.M.  yesterday  a helicopter  flew  over  the  area  of  the  highway 
blockade  and  immediately  dozens  of  policemen  appeared  shooting  to  open  up 
the  way,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing  after  a brawl,  without  anybody 
from  either  group  being  reported  wounded,  at  least  until  last  night. 

However,  until  this  afternoon,  the  Coordination  of  Social  Communication 
of  the  State  of  Chiapas  issued  the  press  communique  # 2071  to  inform  that 
around  5:00  P.M.  yesterday  some  elements  of  the  State  Police  who  were 
unarmed  were  attacked  by  members  of  the  Organization  Xinich  when  they 
were  about  to  eat,  hours  after  having  completed  peaceful  evacuations  in 
two  plots. 

"The  result  of  the  ambush  is  of  two  policemen  dead:  Carlos  Urbina 
Mendez  and  Freddy  Molina  Jimenezj  and  five  wounded:  Ismael  Hernandez 
Cruz,  Edgar  Mendez  Reyes,  Rafael  Dominguez  Hernandez,  Rosemberg  Silvestre 
Francisco  and  Julian  Roblero  Roblero  who  are  getting  medical  attention  at 
the  Isstech  Clinic  in  Palenque  and  hospitals  in  Villahermosa , Tabasco". 
Because  of  these  events  the  State  Judicial  Police  began  the  investigation 
166/CAJ74/997. 

Later  the  same  office  issued  the  communique  2073  in  which  it  informed 
that  Father  Gonzalo  Rosas  Morales  was  detained  because  he  is  being 
pointed  as  the"alleged  person  directly  responsible  for  the  aggression 
against  the  State  Police",  while  his  colleague  Geronimo  Alberto  Hernandez 
Morales  and  the  farmers  Francisco  Gonzalez  Gutierrez  and  Ramon  Parcero 
Martinez  are  being  held  as  "presentados"  before  the  State's  Attorney's 
Office  "to  investigate  the  ambush". 

On  the  other  hand,  the  diocese  of  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas  discarded 
any  participation  by  the  two  priests  in  the  events.  Because,  it  said, 
both  priests  arrived  in  Palenque  at  5:30  in  the  afternoon  last  Friday, 
from  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  where  they  had  participated  in  the  annual 
diocese  assembly  which  ended  Thursday  night. 

The  times  do  not  coincide:  the  farmers  of  Xinich  assure  that  the 
highway  blockade  occurred  at  3:00P.M.,  while  the  police  assert  that  it 
was  at  5:00  o'clock.  The  official  communique  was  only  issued  late  today. 

According  to  the  local  diocese,  "everything  was  prepared",  since  in 
today's  edition,  a daily  from  Tabasco  and  another  one  from  Chiapas 
published  notes  in  which  they  accuse  father  Gonzalo  of  having 
participated  in  the  "ambush". 

Meanwhile,  David  Fernandez,  Director  of  the  Human  Rights  Center  Miguel 


Agustin  Pro  Duarez  denies  that  the  detained  Jesuits  have  anything  to  do 
with  what  happened.  Fernandez  assures  that  "Gonzalo  was  yesterday 
(Friday)  in  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  so  that  he  was  not  a witness". 

He  added  that  the  Center  Pro  Duarez  immediately  denounced  the  case  before 
the  National  Commission  of  Human  Rights  as  well  as  before  The  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  ( "Gobernacion" ) , and  requested  official  information  from  the 
Government  of  Chiapas,  "without  having  received  any  answer  up  to  this 
moment" . 

THE  DETENTION 

According  to  Fernando  Ortiz  Cruz  (a  leader  of  Xinich)'s  version,  since 
11:00  this  morning  a helicopter  flew  over  the  area  where  the  offices  of 
the  Association  are  located  and  where  the  now  detained  were  at  the  time. 

By  telephone  from  Palenque  he  explained  that  at  2:15  P.M.  both  priests, 
driving  a pick-up  truck  each  and  with  two  companions  each,  left  toward 
the  community  of  San  Martin  Chamizal,  after  having  participated  in  the 
march  of  Women's  International  Day. 

As  they  were  passing  the  Cattlemen's  Union  ("Union  Ganadera"),  both 
pick-ups  stopped-it  was  not  explained  why-and  at  that  time  several 
judicial  policemen  approached  them  and  forced  them  out  of  the  vehicles  at 
gun  point.  They  put  the  priests  and  the  two  farmers  in  other  vehicles 
and  left  with  them,  while  the  person  giving  this  account  was  threatened  so 
he  would  leave  immediately  the  place  without  being  detained. 

Father  Geronimo  Hernandez  is  advisor  to  the  EZLN  since  the  table  on 
Indigenous  Rights  and  Culture  was  established  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  the  rebel  group.  In  1991  he  organized  together  with 
several  indians  a march  on  foot  from  Palenque  to  Mexico  City  to  denounce 
the  repression  of  the  government  of  then  Governor  Patrocinio  Gonzalez 
Garrido.  In  the  first  days  of  1994,  after  the  armed  outbreak,  he  was 
confused  with  Subcommander  Marcos,  and  although  he  was  accused  for  the 
same  reason  of  belonging  to  the  armed  group,  he  was  not  detained  but  was 
nonetheless  harassed. 

These  Desuits  are  not  the  first  to  be  detained  in  the  diocese  of  San 
Cristobal  de  las  Casas.  In  1991  the  parish  priest  of  Simojovel  Doel 
Padron  Gonzalez  was  apprehended,  accused  of  invading  a plot  of  land.  In 
1995  three  foreign  priests  were  expelled  from  the  country.  (Elio 
Henriquez  and  Angeles  Mariscal,  correspondents  and  Triunfo  Elizalde) 


"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  10  Mar  1997  09:05:38  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Bernadette  Chato  <chato@unm.edu> 

Sub j : Schedule  for  Native  America  Calling 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Here's  the  latest  schedule  for  ^Native  America  Calling.*  Since  we  produce 
a new  show  every  day,  we  are  always  looking  for  knowledgeable  people 
(preferably  Native  Americans)  to  be  guests  on  our  show.  If  you  have  a 
recommendation  for  a guest  after  reading  the  topics  for  upcoming  shows, 
please  e-mail  our  producer  directly  at  harlan@unm.edu.  Or  e-mail  to  me 
at  chato@unm.edu.  Your  help  is  appreciated. 

Thanks.  BC 


TO:  NEWS  DIRECTORS,  PROGRAM  DIRECTORS,  GENERAL  MANAGERS 

FR:  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 

DT:  MARCH  7,  1997 

RE:  SCHEDULE  FOR  MARCH  10-14,  1997 

Native  America  Calling,  the  first  national  call-in  radio  program 
to  focus  on  Native  issues,  began  daily  one-hour  feeds  on  6/5/95. 
Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

Channel  Info:  Digital  Frequency  B68.2 

Galaxy  4,  Transponder  B 


Broadcast  Rights: 

Each  program  is  designed  for  live  use.  The  fee  to  carry  NATIVE 
AMERICA  CALLING  is  determined  on  whether  the  station  is  a member 
of  AIROS.  There  is  a set  fee  for  AIROS  members;  if  not  a member, 
fee  is  based  on  station's  annual  revenue. 

Questions : 

Programming,  Harlan  McKosato,  NAC  Producer  505-277-5201 
Distribution/Promotion,  Dohn  Gregg,  AIROS  402-472-0941 


****  PROGRAM  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  **** 
Watch  the  DACS  or  your  FAX  for  updates!! 


Host:  Tom  Beaver 

Wellness  Host:  Sharon  McConnell 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  FOR  3/10  - 3/14: 

Mon  - 3/10:  "Where  White  Men  Fear  to  Tread": 

He's  perhaps  the  most  talked  about... and  certainly  one  of  the 
most  controversial. . .figures  in  Indian  country.  Activist/actor 
Russell  Means  joins  us  live  in  Studio  49  to  discuss  his 
autobiography  and  all  of  his  latest  projects,  including  an 
upcoming  film  about  the  ongoing  Crazy  Horse  Malt  Liquor  battle. 

Tue  - 3/11:  Yup'ik  Masks... the  Living  Tradition: 

>From  Yup'ik  territory  in  southwestern  Alaska  comes  a powerful 
exhibit  of  masks  called  "Our  Way  of  Making  Prayer:  the  Living 
Tradition  of  Yup'ik  Masks."  The  exhibit  has  made  its  way  from 
Toksook  Bay  to  the  Big  Apple.  It's  currently  showing  at  the 
National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  in  New  York.  Guests 
include  Marie  Meade,  who  formed  the  translations  from  Yup'ik  to 
English  for  the  exhibit. 

Wed  - 3/12:  Math  & Science: 

Tribal  educators  have  long  contended  that  America's  education 
system  has  not  provided  adequate  incentive  for  native  students 
to  pursue  careers  in  the  fields  of  math  and  science.  How  can  we 
make  these  studies  interesting,  applicable  and  culturally 
relevant  to  our  young  people?  Guests  include  Carolyn  Algin, 
president  of  Southwest  Indian  Polytechnic  Institute. 

Thu  - 3/13:  Individual  Indian  Money  Accounts: 

In  the  largest  class  action  suit  ever  filed  against  the  federal 
government. . .more  than  300,000  Native  Americans  are  suing  the 
BIA,  Department  of  Interior,  and  Treasury  Department  in  an 
attempt  to  regain  millions  and  millions  of  dollars  in  lost  or 
stolen  money.  Guests  include  Paul  Homan,  special  trustee  of  the 
BIA's  Office  of  Trust  Fund  Management. 

Fri  - 3/14:  Dial-A-Doc/Wellness  Edition: 

Two  doctors  make  a radio  house  call  to  answer  listeners' 
questions  about  their  health.  While  the  physicians  describe  some 
health  problems  accompanying  the  arrival  of  Spring,  for  the  most 
part  "Dial-a-Doc"  topics  are  determined  by  listeners  who  call 
into  the  program.  As  always,  listeners  are  encouraged  to  pass 
along  some  of  their  favorite  remedies  and  cures  as  well. 

♦Native  America  Calling*  is  produced  and  directed  by  Harlan 
McKosato  (Sac  and  Fox  from  Oklahoma).  Tom  Beaver  (Muscogee 
Creek  from  Minnesota)  is  Host/Associate  Producer,  and  Features 
Producer/Editor  is  Bernadette  Chato  (Navajo  from  New  Mexico) . 

*NAC*  is  a production  of  Native  American  Public 
Telecommunications,  Inc.  Offices  for  *Native  America  Calling* 
are  located  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  The  program  is  produced 
at  the  studios  of  KUNM  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico.  The 
staff  of  *Native  America  Calling*  can  be  reached  at  505-277-5201 
or  by  fax  at  505-277-4286.  Address  correspondence  to  PO  Box 
40164,  Albuquerque,  NM  87196,  or  e-mail  to  native@unm.edu. 

For  information  on  how  your  local  public  radio  station  can  carry 
the  program,  call  John  Belindo,  AIROS  at  1-800-571-6885  or  e- 
mail  to  his  attention  to  jbelindo@unlinfo.unl.edu. 


Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer  Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING  Albuquerque,  NM  87196 

The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle  505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
Fleard  on  public  radio  stations!  E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Mar  19  10:19:47  1997 
Date:  Tue,  18  Mar  1997  21:06:28  -0800 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.012 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  insap,  NAT-EDU,  Uptowne  & NATIVE-L  lists; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  Prison  News  Service; 

North  American  Spirit  Lodge;  UUCP  and  genie  email;  Newsgroup : igc . saiic . indio 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"This  isn't  an  Indian  issuej  nor  is  it  a white  issue.  It's  everybody's 
issue.  Everybody  has  to  take  care  of  that  water.  The  women  are  the  ones 
who  are  the  keepers  of  that  water.  I ask  all  women  to  stand  up  and 
support  that  and  realize  that  if  it  weren't  for  the  water  none  of  us 
would  be  here  today  because  when  we  first  started  out  in  life,  we  were 
born  in  that  water  in  our  mother's  womb.  And  that's  what  they're  going 
to  pollute." 

Francis  Van  Zile,  Anishinabekwe  (Chippewa  woman) 

"The  Yellowstone  herd  are  the  survivors  of  the  massacre  of  the  Bison 
in  the  1800's.  They're  being  massacred  again.  I am  a survivor  of 
massacres  in  the  1800's.  There  is  an  unbreakable  spiritual  link 
between  the  Bison  and  the  Lakota  People.  What  does  this  foreshadow 
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for  The  People?" 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  Lakota  Elder,  18  March  1997 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  quote  above  by  Francis  Van  Zile  is  more  than  appropriate.  It  is 
an  urgent  call  to  save  our  Mother  Earth.  As  difficult  as  it  may  be  to 
believe,  one  of  the  greatest  lakes  in  South  America,  Lake  Titikaka,  is  in 
serious  danger  of  drying  up  due  to  diversion  of  its  head  waters  by  Chile 
and  Peru.  The  following  is  quoted  from  an  article  written  by  Erik  Loza 
in  _Bolivian_  Times  Thursday  February  27,1997: 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Charana  is  now  nothing  but  a parched  thruway  for  contraband 
trafficking.  The  majority  of  the  once  flush  population  has  evacuated 
the  desiccated  area,  migrating  to  La  Paz  and  El  Alto.  Those  who  stayed 
have  dedicated  themselves  to  smuggling  illegal  Chilean  products  into 
Bolivia . 

What  happened  to  this  once  fulsome  Aymara  community  is  a practice 
that  has  already  left  the  Aral  Sea  bone  dry  and  is  slowly  depleting 
Lake  Titicaca?  Chile  and  Peru  have  surreptitiously  rerouted  the 
subsidiary  rivers  that  once  fed  Charana 's  grasslands.  Bolivian  TIMES 
takes  a look  at  this  illegal  practice  that  is  destroying  much  of 
Bolivia's  farmland. 

Between  Peru's  Proyecto  Especial  Tacna  (PET)  and  Chile's  Proyecto 
Especial  Arica  (PEA),  approximately  12  waterways  have  been  deviated 
away  from  Bolivia.  The  rivers  Cajon,  Torito,  Kenua,  Kocha,  Silala, 
Ollague,  Olka  Pusuta,  Cabaray,  Macaya  Lauca  are  some  of  them. 

It  seems  Peru  and  Chile,  managing  their  own  decertification 
dilemmas  and  higher  populations  along  their  coasts,  have  decided  they 
need  the  water  more  than  Bolivia  does.  Using  dikes,  wells  and 
subterranean  tunnels,  PET  and  PEA  are  pilfering  more  than  their  share 
of  water  of  hydropower  and  drinking  supply. 


Don't  make  the  mistake  of  smugly  assuming  this  is  only  happening  in  South 
and  Central  America.  The  Yellowstone  National  Park  Buffalo  herd  has  been 
reduced  to  less  than  half  in  a matter  of  weeks  by  the  state  of  Montana. 

The  last  free  standing  rain  forest  on  the  coast  of  British  Columbia  is  being 
destroyed.  We  human  beings  are  killing  our  Mother  Earth. 

Don't  point  and  say,  "It's  those  cattlemen,  not  me."  The  _only_  person 
I know  for  sure  to  have  taken  a personal  stand  against  this  slaughter  is  a 
Lakota  Elder,  Rosalie  Little  Thunder.  She  dared  to  pray  for  the  Buffalo 
while  standing  on  church  property,  and  the  church  had  her  arrested  for 
criminal  trespass.  Think  about  it  for  just  one  moment,  a Lakota  Grandmother 
dared  to  pray  for  the  Buffalo  on  church  property  and  was  arrested  for  doing 
so.  Dust  this  week  her  arraignment  trial  was  delayed,  adding  the  burden  of 
miles  and  the  cost  of  traveling  them  for  yet  another  trip.  This  all  adds 


up.  It  can  be  financially  and  mentally  wearing. 

On  March  13  I received  the  following: 

There  are  only  1,195  Buffalo  left  alive  according  today  from  the  aerial 
count  by  the  National  Park  Service.  Time  is  running  out. 

Half  the  herd  is  gone. 

Many  have  written  and  asked  how  they  can  help  in  our  struggle  to  protect 
our  Brothers,  the  Buffalo.  Contributions  would  be  greatly  appreciated.  Send 
Directly  to  Rosalie  Little  Thunder  c/o  Inter  Tribal  Bison  Cooperative, 

PO  Box  8105  Rapid  City,  SD  57709. 

There  are  expenses  needed  for  both  Rosalie  and  our  Spiritual  leaders, 
gas,  food,  lodging  costs,  phone  bills  etc,  for  both  Arvol  Looking  Horse 
and  Hoe  Chasing  Horse.  Rosalie  will  ensure  that  all  contributions  are 
placed  in  an  emergency  fund  to  help. 

We  appreciate  the  help  and  concern  of  all  World  Peoples.  Please 
continue  your  fight  to  help  First  Nations  stand  in  Honor,  to  protect  our 
Sacred  Brothers,  the  Pte  (Buffalo)  Nation. 

Those  who  were  concerned  regarding  Floyd  Westerman ' s heart  problems  will 
be  happy  to  know  the  many  prayers  offered  for  his  healing  have  been 
answered,  and  he  is  again  working  to  help  free  Leonard  Peltier.  Prayers 
of  thanks  have  been  offered  in  our  home. 

(for  publication  if  you  wish...) 

Grandfather  Grey  Horse,  a respected  elder  of  Mohegan  and  Mohawk  ancestry, 
will  be  turning  90  soon.  A party  will  be  held  on  1 Dune.  Those  interested  in 
honoring  him  on  the  occasion  may  send  written  greetings  to  me,  and  I will 
present  them  to  him.  Send  them  by  snail  mail  to  me  at  P.0.  Box  #1945, 
Lakeville,  Conn.  06039-1945,  or  by  e-mail  to  me  at  DEANDFS@AOL.COM.  (Please 
do  not  use  these  addresses  for  any  other  purposes  without  my  permission.) 
--Distant  Eagle 

Osiyo  Gary, 

Dulia  White  suggested  that  i write  to  you.  I wish  to  introduce  you  to 
the  Longhouse  Foundation.  It  would  probably  save  a lot  of  your  time  if 
you  checked  out  our  page  at: 
http : //www . ntplx . net/~lhf pt s 
and  some  more  infor  at: 

http://www.bearclawproductions.com/personal/AI/longhouse 

We  are  in  danger  of  losing  the  bulk  of  our  financing  and  i really  need 
to  get  some  publicity  to  get  some  tie  over  money  until  grants  come 
through . 

If  you  think  the  program  is  worth  while,  i'd  be  happy  to  answer  any 
questions  which  would  help  you  compose  an  article. 

My  e-mail  address  is 
lhfpts@ntplx.net 

or  my  telephone  number  Work  (860)  295-8848 

Home  (203)  754-3299 

Thank  you  very  much 
-Thomas 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 
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"RE : stop  the  Slaughter"  -- 

Date:  Tue,  18  Mar  1997  17:51:43  -0700  (MST) 

From:  InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative  <itbc@rapidcity . com> 

Sub j : Stop  the  Slaughter 

UUCP  email 

"It  is  imperative  to  stop  the  slaughter"  said  Interior  Secretary  Bruce 
Babbitt  in  the  March  17th  news  release.  But  the  killing  of  buffalo  goes  on. 
Buffalo  that  tested  negative  and  were  painted  with  white  stripes  on  their 
back  were  killed.  Most  are  not  tested  at  all  before  slaughter.  Montana 
Department  of  Livestock  refuses  Park  Service  offers  to  haze  buffalo  back 
into  park  boundaries.  Bulls  that  couldn't  possibly  transmit  brucellosis 
(through  the  placenta  or  milk)  are  being  killed.  And  what  could  have 
possibly  been  on  their  minds  and  in  their  hearts  when  they  (Montana 
officials)  conducted  a kill  so  near  the  Prayer  Ceremonies  on  March  6th?  For 
all  the  brucellosis  madness,  why  is  the  infectious  material  (guts)  left  in 
open  fields  after  the  butchery?  This  action  was  contemptuous  and  provocative. 

InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative  pushes  on  with  its  efforts  to  raise  the 
necessary  funds  to  construct  facilities  to  quarantine,  test,  and  relocate 
the  healthy  buffalo  to  tribal  lands.  Meanwhile,  the  Tokala  Society  of  the 
Lakota  Nation  is  meeting  in  Rapid  City,  SD  on  March  22,  1997  to  finalize 
plans  to  help  patrol  the  border  and  to  test  the  buffalo  for  brucellosis. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Animal  Defense  group  is  staging  a protest  in  Helena  on 
March  24th  beginning  at  9:00  AM. 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder  goes  to  her  arraignment  on  March  21  after  a week's 
postponement  due  to  a funeral.  What  are  her  thoughts?  She  says,  "The  killing 
that  day  so  near  the  ceremony  and  the  laughing  of  the  killers ...  its  the  Phil 
Sheridan  nightmare  all  over  again".  (Note:  Phil  Sheridan  ordered  and 
participated  in  the  1800 's  slaughter  of  millions  of  buffalo  to  bring  the 
Indian  people  to  their  knees.)  "This  slaughter  is  the  result  of  that  same 
mentality,  combined  with  political  paralysis.  Common  sense  and  direct 
action  is  desperately  needed  to  save  what's  left  of  the  herd." 

A March  11th  flight  count  showed  that  only  1,195  buffalo  were  left  in  the 
park,  out  of  3,400. 

"RE;  Call  to  Sundancers"  

Date:  Tue,  18  Mar  1997  18:11:54  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Doe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Call  to  Sundancers 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Joe  Chasing  Horses,  Lakota  Elder,  on  behalf  of  the  Dine'. 

To  ALL  Sundancers  everywhere,  especially  to  those  who  dance  at  Camp  Ana 
Mae,  Big  Mountain,  Az.  You  are  requested  to  make  preparations  for  your 
stay  on  Black  Mesa  with  the  Resistance  to  meet  the  March  31,  1997 
"Deadline"  and  proposed  evictions  and  relocation  of  Dine'  on  April  01, 
and  to  fulfill  your  commitment. 


- Keweenaw  Bay  Update 

- Stoney  Point  Trial  Update 

- Fifty  Calibre  Weapons  Ordered 


"We  the  Dine'  Resistance  of  Big  Mountain  and  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Land 
(HPL)  on  Black  Mesa,  extend  this  reminder  to  those  who  have  made  their 
commitment  at  Camp  Ana  Mae  and  to  those  who  dance  elsewhere.  We  have 
been  under  a state  of  martial  law  and  currently  exist  without  any  human, 
civil  or  religious  rights.  This  will  be  challenged,  and  you  will  play  a 
crucial  role  in  the  strategy  that  will  be  laid  out  in  a meeting  that  has 
been  set  for  March  28,  29,  30  and  31st  at  Camp  Ana  Mae  with  The  People 
and  Chief  3oe  Chasing  His  Horse.  3oe  will  bring  a letter  written  by 
Lakota  people  who  have  confirmed  their  support  to  the  Big  Mountain  Elders 
and  the  annual  Sundance  ceremony.  There  will  also  be  a protection 
ceremony  and  you  are  urged  to  attend.  For  those  of  you  who  have  access 
to  the  Internet,  (Sovereign  Dineh  Nation-Dineh  Alliance: 
http://www.primenet.com/~cineh/index.html).  Our  e-mail  address  is 
dineh@primenet.com  but  the  best  way  to  contact  us  is  by  phone 
(505-371-5551)  or  by  writing  to  our  sub-office  at  P.O.  Box  2889  Window 
Rock,  Az  86515. 

Our  position  with  the  Sundance  has  always  been  for  perpetual  use  by 
The  People,  we  stand  in  spiritual  solidarity  with  the  Lakota  Nation  and 
wish  to  state:  "The  Dine'  and  Lakota  ceremonies  must  continue  on  the 
land  of  our  ancestors  where  our  roots  are  deep.  We  acknowledge  only  the 
Laws  of  Creator  and  the  Natural  laws  and  we  are  thankful  for  all  the  good 
things  we  have  been  given.  Our  prayers  and  offerings,  our  Way  of  Life 
and  Religion,  and  our  rightful  heritage  as  Caretakers  of  our  Mother  Earth 
will  be  passed  on  to  future  generations.  The  things  of  the  spirit  cannot 
be  touched  by  those  who  are  against  us." 

Mitakuye  Oyasin 

We  need  peaceful,  nonviolent  and  attention  getting  actions,  protests, 
demonstrations  or  other  creative  events  in  your  area  in  solidarity  with 
us  at  this  critical  time.  The  situation  and  conditions  are  brutal  for 
some  of  us  already.  The  safety  of  The  People  is  priority!  The 
directives  from  our  elders  tell  us  this  is  to  be  a nonviolent  and  humble 
event,  a time  that  we  have  all  lived  for  and  sacrificed  for.  There  is  to 
be  no  aggression  on  our  part  but  you,  the  Sundancers,  are  asked  to  provide 
the  buffer  zone  of  protection,  not  only  for  The  People  but  for  the 
Sundance  grounds  as  well.  Some  of  you  will  be  asked  to  provide  the 
security  at  Camp  Ana  Mae  which  will  be  very  tight  because  you  are  our 
first  line  of  defense.  The  time  for  you  to  fulfill  your  commitment  has 
come,  we  await  your  reply.  SDN  Resistance  through  3oe  Chasing  Horse 

"RE : Second  Call  to  Sundancers"  

Date:  Tue,  18  Mar  1997  18:20:42  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Doe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Second  Call  to  Sundancers 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Doe  Chasing  Horses,  Lakota  Elder. 

THIS  IS  A CALL  TO  ALL  SUNDANCERS,  SPECIFICALLY  TO  THOSE  WHO  DANCE  AT  CAMP 
ANA  MAE,  BIG  MOUNTAIN,  AZ. 

The  time  has  come  to  get  your  house  in  order  and  prepare  for  April  1, 
1997,  the  day  of  proposed  forced  evictions  and  relocation  of  our  Dine' 
people  on  HPL.  There  have  been  Dine'  and  Lakota  ceremonies  on  the  land 
and  messages  have  been  received  by  The  Resistance;  we  have  also  followed 
the  elders  instructions  and  have  carried  out  the  task  of  opening  up  all 
channels,  official  and  otherwise,  to  prepare  for  the  first  of  April  and 
you  must  know,  it  would  be  best  to  obtain  life  insurance  at  this  time. 

From  the  Lakota  Lowampi  Ceremony,  the  two  messages  began  with  "heed  my 
warning  well";  the  First:  "flee  the  land  before  the  first  snow  and  make 
preparations  for  the  elders.  The  warriors  must  return  to  the  land.";  the 
Second:  "There  is  a great  plague  coming  over  the  land  like  a tidal  wave, 
many  shall  be  slain  by  it."  If  it  snows,  the  conditions  will  be  very 
harsh  and  forbidding  for  some.  The  roads  become  impassable  at  times,  no 
one  will  be  able  to  get  in  or  out  unless  they  walk  in  and  can  get  around 


the  multijurisdictional  task  force  that  will  be  in  place.  Please  come 
prepared  and  be  self-sufficient , bring  food  supplies,  camping  gear,  warm 
clothing  and  blankets.  Communications  are  crucial  and  AA  batteries  are 
always  needed. 

Do  not  bring  weapons  or  anything  that  looks  like  a weapon,  the  U.S. 
Marshals  Office  and  the  rest  of  the  Department  of  "Justice's  Law 
Enforcement"  Agencies  will  see  this  as  an  opportunity  to  open  fire  on 
everyone.  And  they  will.  They  will  undoubtedly  be  heavily  armed  and 
well-equipped  to  quell  any  resistance  to  the  forced  evictions  of  our 
people,  bringing  along  with  them,  plenty  of  body  bags. 

U.S.  Federal  Mediator  Judge  Harry  McCue  told  us  (The  Resistors)  that 
if  we  did  not  sign  the  Agreement,  there  would  be  "another  Waco." 

Family  is  now  against  family,  community  against  community.  Indigenous 
organization  against  each  other,  and  so  on.  There  is  selective 
harassment  and  enforcement  towards  those  of  us  who  reject  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  and  have  not  signed.  1996  was  a critical  year 
for  the  feds  to  get  the  land  deal  through! 

We  have  sent  out  word  by  mail,  Internet,  fax,  etc. 

We  need  adequate  media  coverage  to  avoid  "another  Waco"  and  if  you 
can,  call  the  television  talk  shows  and  media.  Tell  them  to  talk  to  The 
People  of  The  Land  only!  Call,  write,  phone,  fax,  etc.  the  officials  and 
alert  your  contacts.  This  is  a very  critical  time  for  us!  The  elders 
must  be  protected  by  all  means  available,  this  means  resources  must  be 
coordinated.  We  will  facilitate  as  much  as  we  can  with  what  we  have  and 
invite  you  to  join  us  in  preparing  for  April  01,  1997.  If  you  intend  to 
be  at  Camp  Ana  Mae,  please  coordinate.  E mail:  dineh@primenet.com  and  PO 
Box  2889  Window  Rock  Az  86515.  We  are  relatives  to  all! 

Released  through  Doe  Chasing  Horse 

"RE : Day  of  Prayer  Organized"  

Date:  Thu,  13  Mar  1997  15:09:57  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Fred  Sinkevich  <fasst6+@pitt . edu>Subj : Day  of  Prayer  (FWD) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Gigi  Porter  and/or  Reggie  Bannister  <pmi@gte.net> 

Sub j : Day  of  Prayer  Organized 

UUCP  email 

4450  California  Place  #315 
Long  Beach,  CA  90807 

Native  Americans  Protests  Slaughter  of  Yellowstone  Buffalo 
National  Day  of  Prayer  Organized  Locally 
For  Immediate  Release 
Thursday,  March  06,  1997 

Contact:Gigi  Porter  (310)  428-7966  or  (310)  422-8068 

[LONG  BEACH,  CA] (Native  American  Indians,  and  non-Native  Americans  alike, 
organized  participation  locally  in  a National  Day  of  Prayer  in  protest  of 
the  Yellowstone  National  Park  buffalo  slaughter.  The  prayer,  held 
simultaneously  across  nation,  was  organized  by  the  InterTribal  Bison 
Cooperative  as  a peaceful  means  to  gain  public  support  to  stop  the 
killing  of  a national  treasure,  the  bison. 

The  prayer,  which  will  have  Native  American  representatives  from  an  area 
stretching  from  the  San  Fernando  Valley  and  Big  Bear  to  San  Diego,  took 
place  locally  at  the  Black  Horse  Trading  Post  in  Bellflower.  Ceremonies 
took  place  in  Montana  in  Missoula,  and  Gardner,  and  nationally  in 
Washington,  DC;  Austin,  Texas;  Cheyenne,  Wyoming;  Chicago,  Illinois  and 
Rapid  City,  South  Dakota.  Other  states  included  New  York,  Nebraska, 

Kansas,  New  Mexico  and  Ohio. 

Local  residents,  Gigi  Porter  and  Reggie  Bannister  launched  a personal 
crusade  last  month  after  learning  of  the  Yellowstone  National  Park 
situation  in  a news  column.  After  pleas  to  the  White  House, 
representatives  for  the  state  of  Montana  and  agricultural  officials  fell  on 
deaf  ears,  they  produced  Love  Thats  Gone,  a music  video  (based  on  the 
song  of  the  same  name  on  Bannister's  new  album.  Fool's  Paradise)  which 


weaves  Native  American  culture  with  graphic  scenes  of  buffalo  being 
slaughtered  in  killing  pens  in  Montana  in  hopes  of  heightening  public 
awareness  and  stop  the  killings.  The  video  is  scheduled  for  release  by 
months  end. 

As  of  this  writing,  the  official  buffalo  death  count  is  995.  An  aerial 
survey  was  conducted  earlier  this  week  and,  of  the  original  estimated 
3000-3300  Yellowstone  National  Park  herd,  only  an  estimated  1700  remain 
according  to  park  officials.  Another  147  are  in  a holding  pen  in  Billings, 
Montana  awaiting  transport  to  slaughter  where  they  will  be  auctioned.  At 
previous  auctions,  buffalo  meat  (which  retails  for  as  much  as  $17  per 
pound)  has  gone  for  as  little  as  $1  per  pound,  heads  and  hides  for  $200- 
$300,  and  a full  cape  (head  and  full  hide  together)  for  as  little  as  $500- 
$600,  according  to  video  footage  shot  by  Mike  Mease  of  Missoula,  Montana. 

The  money  from  these  auctions  is  returned  to  the  Department  of  Livestock 
which  hosts  the  auction.  Native  American  culture  believes  buffalo  to  be  of 
religious  significance. 

"We're  not  animal  activists",  says  Porter.  In  fact,  were  not  activists 
at  all.  But,  we  have  to  find  some  way  to  call  attention  to  this  cause. 

Many  Native  Americans  feel  that  the  buffalo  are  our  spiritual  children.  I 
feel  like  I've  lost  a child  every  time  another  buffalo  dies. 

She  adds:  "Reggie  and  I have  done  everything  humanly  possible  to  get 
through  to  Governor  Racicot  (Montana),  APHIS  (Animal  and  Plant  Health 
Inspection  Service)  - even  President  Clinton  and  Vice  President  Gore  - to 
try  to  change  minds  and  order  the  killing  to  stop  before  its  too  late.  Its 
in  the  Creators  hands  now." 

Porter  added  that,  according  to  the  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  in 
Montana,  resenting  20  minutes  to  die. 

IF  WE  MANAGED  TUBERCULOSIS  THE  WAY  BRUCELLOSIS  IS  BEING  MANAGED  HERE,  YOU'D 
BE  SHOT  WHEN  YOU  LEFT  YOUR  HOUSE. 

Mike  Finely  - Yellowstone  National  Park  Superintendent 

IMAGES:  Buffalo  being  hauled  out  of  a makeshift  death  pen  by  its  hind  legs 
and  throat  cut  while  still  alive. 

There  are  still  other  images: 

IMAGE:  100  participants  in  the  National  Day  of  Prayer  in  Billings,  Montana 
on  Thursday,  March  6th,  elder  makes  plea  to  President  Clinton  and  Governor 
Marc  Racicot. 

FACT:  Footage  was  taken  by  Mike  Mease  of  12  bison  shot  by  Department  of 
Livestock  on  Church  of  Universal  Triumphant  property  while  prayer  ceremony 
took  place.  Rosalie  Little  Thunder  (65  year  old  Lakota  traditional)  arrested 
for  trespassing  when  she  approached  to  save  the  buffalo. 

IMAGE:  : Buffalo  Grazing  By  Sign:  It  Reads,  YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK. 

BACKGROUND: 

Local  participation  in  California  simultaneously  of  Long  Beach,  California, 
organized  a core  group  of  local  Native  American  friends  and  relatives  in  the 
Southern  California  area  and  . The  video  provided  by  Mike  Mease  who, 
personally,  shot  the  footage.  The  slaughter  footage  is  available 
immediately. 

The  Footage  is  available  immediately  on  3/4  and  1/2  VHS  tapes. 

The  media  release  of  Love  That's  Gone  is  available  on  3/4  BETA  or  1/2  VHS 
tapes . (Portions  of  the  proceeds  from  both  benefit  Native  American  charities.) 

Interviews  are  available  by  Mike  Mease  of  Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers, 
(videographer) , Gigi  Porter  and  Reggie  Bannister  of  Production  Magic, 
Incorporated  (writers  and  producers  of  Love  Thats  Gone  and  others. 

To  those  involved,  the  correlation  existing  between  the  Holocaust  victims. 
Native  American  Indians,  and  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  Bison  is  clear. 

TIME  SENSITIVE  MATERIAL!  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt  has  postponed 
a previous  press  conference  to  Monday,  March  17.  It  is  felt  that  the 
optimum  impact  on  the  public  of  the  information  contained  in  these  videos, 
as  well  as  interviews  with  the  individuals  involved,  would  be  to  air  the 


story  prior  to  Secretary  Babbitt's  conference  on  Monday.  Additional 
considerations  are  that  every  week,  another  hundred  bison  are  slaughtered 
or  downed  in  the  fields. 

- — "RE:  Beef  Boycott"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Mar  1997  13:43:04  -0600 
From:  cmcr@ism.net 
Sub j : Beef  Boycott 

UUCP  email 


It  seems  that  the  cattle  industry  has  an  all  points  bulletin  out  on 
Montana's  buffalo.  They  are  convincing  other  states  to  demand  brucellosis 
testing  of  all  cattle  coming  from  Montana.  This  is  clearly  a tactic  to 
remove  Montana's  brucellosis  free  status  or  to  eliminate  the  threat  ie. 
(buffalo).  Our  only  defense,  as  I see  it,  is  to  BOYCOTT  BEEF.  This  plea 
is  being  sent  out  by  Michael  S.  Mease  of  Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers. 

Cattle  have  devastated  our  public  land  everywhere,  killed  endangered 
species  (wolves,  grizzly  bears,  etc.)  and  are  very  unhealthy  to  eat.  The 
time  has  come  to  say  enough  is  enough  and  BOYCOTT  BEEF.  If  you  or  your 
group  is  willing  to  take  this  stand  please  let  us  know.  Please  call  your 
local  cattlemen's  ass.  and  let  them  know  that  you  are  BOYCOTTING  BEEF  and 
why.  But  please  don't  stop  there,  let  your  Congress,  Senate  and  another 
state  officials  know  what  is  up. 

For  far  to  long  our  country  has  prioritized  these  non-native  European 
beasts  and  made  the  US  tax  payer  foot  the  bill.  The  end  has  come  and  until 
no  more  buffalo  are  kill  no  more  beef  will  be  purchased. 

For  the  Buffalo, 

Michael  S.  Mease 

Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers 

Box  7941  Missoula  Montana  USA  59807 

406-728-0867  phone  & fax 

cmcr@ism . net 

"RE : Focus  on  Peltier  Part  B"  


Date:  Sat,  8 Mar  1997  02:58:28  -0500  (EST) 
From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - FOCUS  ON  PELTIER  - # 3(B) 


UUCP  email 


NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE 
* FOR  YOUR  INFO  * 


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
FOCUS  ON  LEONARD  PELTIER  #3  (B)  - CONTINUED 


4)  FABRICATED  & WITHHELD  EVIDENCE:  PELTIER  WAS  NOT  THE  SHOOTER 

Peltier's  case  was  based  entirely  upon  circumstantial  evidence.  The 
basis  for  the  prosecution's  claim  is  the  tenuous  claim  that  the  agents 
were  killed  by  only  one  type  of  bullet,  that  all  these  .223  caliber 
bullets  were  shot  from  a single  AR-15  rifle,  that  no  other  AR-15  was 
present  at  the  shootout,  and  that  the  only  man  seen  carrying  any  AR-15 
that  day  was  Peltier.  CONTRAST  THIS  WITH  THE  FOLLOWING  DOCUMENTED  FACTS: 

The  coroner's  autopsy  reports  were  unable  to  specify  the  type  of  weapon 
used,  other  than  small  caliber,  high  velocity;  these  estimates  were  made 
by  a second  coroner  after  the  FBI  was  displeased  with  the  different 
findings  of  the  original  coroner.  The  only  slug  ever  recovered  from  the 
bodies  was  a .44  caliber. 

A half-melted  AR-15  was  recovered  from  the  ashes  of  the  stationwagon 
that  belonged  to  one  of  the  other  two  defendants,  after  it  blew  up.  FBI 
agents  somehow  decided  (with  NO  evidence)  that  this  was  the  AR-15  that 
Peltier  used  the  day  of  the  shootout. 

On  2 October  1975,  a cable  from  the  FBI  director  to  the  Rapid  City 
office  states  that  firing-pin  tests  (which  is  100%  scientifically  conclusive. 


like  a fingerprint)  were  performed  with  this  AR-15  and  did  not  match  any 
of  the  shells  recovered  from  the  shootout  scene,  and  that  they  should  test 
the  shells  against  a second  AR-15  found  at  the  shootout  site. 

On  October  31st,  an  FBI  lab  report  signed  by  FBI  ballistics  expert  Evan 
Hodge  reaffirmed  that  the  AR-15  could  not  be  linked  to  any  of  the  shell 
casings.  On  November  14th,  when  Peltier  narrowly  escaped  arrest  in  Oregon, 
his  own  AR-15  that  was  registered  to  him  was  recovered  in  his  vehicle.  An 
FBI  teletype  dated  three  days  later  requested  an  analysis  with  this  third 
AR-15,  which  they  now  called  the  "probable  murder  weapon",  because  all 
tests  with  the  other  two  AR-15' s had  come  up  negative.  However,  firing-pin 
tests  with  Peltier's  own  AR-15  also  came  up  negative.  [It  was  not  until 
1981  that  all  this  exculpatory  evidence  became  known  to  the  defense, 
having  been  illegally  withheld  by  the  FBI.] 

On  10  February  1976,  months  after  the  conclusive  firing-pin  tests  came 
out  negative  for  "all  shells"  with  all  three  AR-15 's,  a single  cartridge 
casing  mysteriously  appeared.  This  casing  was  purported  to  have  been 
found  during  the  investigation  immediately  after  the  shootout,  in  the 
trunk  of  Agent  Coler's  car  (apparently  having  been  ejected  from  a nearby 
AR-15  when  the  agents  were  shot).  This  casing,  which  the  prosecution 
referred  to  in  court  as  "the  most  important  piece  of  evidence  in  this  case, 
" was  not  on  the  original  list  of  ammunition  components  found  at  the  scene, 
was  missing  from  the  charter  jet  shipment  of  "important  evidence"  shipped 
to  the  Washington  D.C.  lab,  and  was  missing  from  the  list  of  "all  .223 
casings"  from  the  scene  that  Hodge  tested.  FBI  documents  and  testimony 
claim  it  was  found  by  two  different  officers  on  two  different  days.  The 
FBI  does  not  know  to  whom  this  piece  of  evidence  was  given,  nor  how  it 
showed  up  at  the  FBI  crime  lab  in  Washington  D.C.  Although  contrary  to 
protocols  of  evidence  handling,  no  one  could  attest  that  the  casing 
"tested"  was  the  same  supposedly  found  in  the  vehicle's  trunk.  If  the 
FBI's  story  were  really  true,  why  was  the  most  obvious  and  probable  piece 
of  evidence  never  "tested"  until  many  months  after  all  the  rest?  Why  did 
the  earlier  memos  withheld  from  the  trial  imply  that  all  cartridges  in 
evidence  had  been  tested?  Interestingly,  this  highly  suspect  cartridge 
the  only  purported  match  supposedly  gets  "tested"  only  days  after  Peltier 
was  found  in  Canada,  and  the  U.S.  government  was  scrambling  to  put 
together  sufficient  grounds  to  convince  Canada  to  extradite  him. 

In  the  trial,  FBI  agent  Evan  Hodge  claimed  that  the  original  AR-15  was 
too  damaged  to  permit  a firing-pin  test  (the  defense  was  not  aware  that 
this  was  a lie,  since  the  results  from  the  many  prior  firing-pin  tests 
they  did  perform  with  this  gun  were  illegally  withheld) . Hodge  claimed  to 
have  removed  the  bolt,  inserted  it  into  another  AR-15,  and  performed  an 
extractor-mark  test,  producing  a "likely"  match  (the  extractor-mark  test 
is  much  less  reliable  than  the  conclusive  firing-pin  test).  Although  a 
minimum  of  three  shots  from  short  range  killed  the  agents,  this  suspicious 
casing  was  the  only  one  ever  "found"  that  could  produce  a likely  match  to 
any  of  the  three  AR-15's;  never  mind  that  the  match  wasn't  even  to 
Peltier's  own  AR-15,  but  to  the  burned  one  for  which  there  is  no  evidence 
to  indicate  if  Peltier  had  ever  even  touched  it. 

In  the  second  appeal  (October  1984)  Peltier's  defense  attorneys  were 
finally  able  to  present  the  formerly  suppressed  FBI  evidence  that  revealed 
the  blatant  perjury  by  FBI  agents  at  the  original  trial.  FBI  Agent  Hodge 
the  ballistics  "expert"  changed  his  story  numerous  times,  contradicting 
himself  from  one  moment  to  the  next.  The  new  evidence  also  referred  to 
other  cartridge  casings  found  at  the  scene  that  were  fired  from  at  least 
two  other  AR-15 's  that  have  never  been  identified.  The  prosecution  at 
this  point,  realizing  their  case  against  Peltier  was  demolished,  suddenly 
decided  to  change  the  basis  of  the  case  to  an  "aiding  and  abetting"  charge, 
(much  to  the  annoyance  of  the  judge).  Prosecutor  Lynn  Crooks  admitted 
numerous  times  (as  he  also  did  later  during  the  1991  appeal)  that  the 
government  doesn't  know  who  shot  the  officers,  nor  what  participation 
Peltier  may  have  had;  Crooks  even  admitted  this  on  national  TV  (CBS)  on 
November  19,  1992. 

Although  the  appeals  court  ruled  that  the  alleged  murder  weapon  had 
probably  been  fabricated,  and  that  Dudge  Benson  of  the  original  trial  had 
erred  in  his  rulings  and  tactics  (detailed  above  in  Section  Three) 


rejecting  virtually  every  point  of  the  prosecution's  case  the  appeals 
judges  reluctantly  let  the  original  verdict  stand,  citing  an  abstract 
legal  principle  called  the  Bagley  standard.  This  rather  vague  legal 
criterion  requires  that,  in  order  for  a new  trial  to  be  justified,  the 
appeals  judges  must  believe  that  the  original  jury  probably  would  have 
rendered  a different  decision  if  they  had  known  about  the  withheld 
evidence  (as  opposed  to  possibly  ).  In  other  words,  the  judges  must  be 
fairly  certain  that  a retrial  would  produce  a different  result,  rather 
than  just  a strong  possibility.  This  Bagley  standard  has  since  come  under 
considerable  criticism  by  legal  theorists,  often  citing  the  Peltier  case 
as  the  primary  example  of  its  injustice  (see  especially  Guilty  Until 
Proven  Innocent:  Leonard  Peltier  and  the  Sub  legal  System  in  the  Boston 
College  Law  Review,  Duly,  1993).  At  the  time,  the  appeal  judges  admitted 
to  considerable  discomfort  with  letting  the  verdict  stand;  the  presiding 
judge  has  since  written  letters  to  the  President  in  support  of  clemency 
for  Peltier,  and  has  even  stated  his  support  for  Peltier  on  national  TV. 

FBI  Framing  Of  Leonard  Peltier  Was  Politically  Motivated 
PERHAPS  THE  MOST  UNUSUAL  ASPECT  OF  THE  EFFORT  TO  FRAME  PELTIER  IS  THAT 
THE  FBI  HAD  CONSIDERABLY  BETTER  EVIDENCE  AGAINST  OTHERS  WHO  WERE  NEVER 
PROSECUTED. 

At  least  five  witnesses  claimed  that  Dimmy  Eagle  had  boasted  to  them  that 
he  had  killed  the  two  agents.  It  was  his  vehicle  (a  red  International 
Scout)  that  the  agents  mentioned  in  radio  communications  shortly  before 
the  shootout  began.  The  case  against  Eagle  was  the  strongest,  but  the 
charges  were  dropped  "so  that  the  full  prosecutive  weight  of  the  federal 
government  could  be  directed  against  Leonard  Peltier"  according  to  an  FBI 
memo.  FBI  reports  indicate  another,  David  Sky,  was  "probably  present  at 
and  participated  in  the  shooting  of  Agents  Coler  & Williams";  an 
undisclosed  informant  who  claimed  to  be  eyewitness  says  Sky  "fired  on 
Williams,  pulled  him  from  the  car."  Yet  Sky  was  never  even  charged. 

There  were  also  approximately  six  others  for  whom  the  evidence  of  being 
the  shooter(s)  was  substantial  at  least  considerably  better  than  the 
virtually  nonexistent  evidence  against  Peltier,  Butler,  and  Robideau  yet 
these  others  were  never  even  charged.  WHY? 

The  FBI  was  determined  to  frame  Peltier,  Butler,  and  Robideau,  because 
they  were  national  AIM  activists  and  close  friends  of  Dennis  Banks,  AIM's 
most  prominent  leader  (the  AIM  camp  at  Oglala  was  Banks';  he  avoided  being 
framed  too,  only  because  he  was  not  there  at  the  time  of  the  shootout). 

The  eight  or  so  mentioned  above  against  whom  the  evidence  was  strongest 
were  only  local  AIM  supporters,  of  little  political  significance  to  the 
FBI. 

During  these  years,  the  FBI  was  expending  considerable  energy  in  their 
illegal  COINTELPRO  operations.  The  goal  of  these  operations  was  to 
eliminate  political  groups  whose  philosophies  were  disliked  by  the  highest 
FBI  leadership  and  other  political  leaders.  Their  notorious  actions 
against  AIM,  the  Black  Panthers,  Vietnam  war  protestors,  and  other 
political  movements  have  been  well-documented  in  later  years,  including 
involvement  in  the  murders  of  Fred  Hampton  and  Mark  Clark,  Black  Panther 
Party  (BPP)  leaders  in  Chicago,  and  the  very  similar  framing  and  false 
imprisonment  of  Los  Angeles  BPP  leader  Elmer  G.  "Geronimo"  Pratt  (still  in 
prison  after  more  than  25  years). 

Some  of  the  harassment  tactics  against  AIM  leaders  has  already  been 
described  above  in  Section  Two,  as  well  as  the  attack  of  Peltier  by  the 
Milwaukee  policemen  in  1972  (Section  Three).  At  least  two  years  before 
the  Oglala  shootout,  internal  FBI  memos  had  specifically  mentioned  Peltier 
as  one  of  the  AIM  leaders  to  be  targeted.  With  this  opportunity  to  silence 
some  of  AIM's  national  leaders,  the  FBI  was  thus  determined  to  frame 
Peltier  (and  Butler  & Robideau)  as  scapegoats  for  political  reasons.  On 
Duly  17th,  just  three  weeks  after  the  shootout,  the  Rapid  City  FBI  office 
reported  to  the  national  office  in  D.C.  that  one  of  its  primary  goals  was 
to  "develop  information  to  lock  Peltier  and  Black  Horse  into  this  case" 
despite  the  considerable  evidence  that  someone  else  had  done  the  shooting. 

As  part  of  this  effort  to  re-define  what  happened  in  order  to  serve 
their  agenda,  the  FBI  claimed  (and  still  claims  today)  that  the  vehicle 


being  followed  by  the  agents,  and  then  initiated  the  gunfire,  was  a red- 
and-white  Chevy  van  belonging  to  Sam  Loud  Hawk,  which  they  mistakenly 
claim  belonged  to  Peltier.  Yet  the  302  report  of  FBI  Agent  David  Price, 
and  other  agents'  official  FBI  reports,  mention  only  Jimmy  Eagle's  red 
International  Scout,  and  also  a red  pickup  that  managed  to  leave  the  scene 
while  avoiding  the  FBI  roadblocks.  Both  of  these  vehicles  are  mentioned 
numerous  times,  while  the  van  they  mistakenly  claim  was  Peltier's  is  never 
mentioned  even  once.  These  reports  were  also  withheld  from  the  defense  at 
the  original  trial;  when  they  were  released  years  later,  some  copies  had 
the  vehicle  description  blotted  out.  FBI  Agent  Adams'  testimony  at  both 
trials  also  describe  Eagle's  vehicle  (despite  prosecution  efforts  to  lead 
witnesses  into  revising  their  description  to  resemble  Loud  Hawk's  van 
instead).  Prosecutors  insisted  that  Eagle's  vehicle  was  a "junked" 
vehicle,  already  stalled  at  the  scene;  yet  FBI  reports  stated  the  red 
Scout  "started  easily  and  was  found  to  be  operative."  The  red-and-white 
van  that  the  agents  were  alleged  to  have  been  following,  that  was 
supposedly  stopped  "out  in  the  open"  when  the  agents  "fired  back"  at  them, 
somehow  had  no  bullet  holes.  However  the  "non-target"  Scout,  found  pulled 
into  a row  of  truly-junked  cars  where  it  was  fairly  protected  from  the 
agents'  cars,  received  "approximately  ten  bullet  holes"  in  the  gunfire. 
Transcriptions  of  Agent  Williams  radio  communications  made  by  the  Rapid 
City  office  also  indicate  he  was  following  Eagle's  vehicle,  though  the  FBI 
insists  that  this  description  was  due  to  stenographer  error.  Of  course, 
the  audio  tapes  that  are  made  of  all  law  enforcement  radio  communications 
would  set  the  record  straight.  State  Attorney  General  William  lanklow 
verified  that  the  transmissions  had  indeed  been  taped,  but  that  he  was 
ordered  by  the  FBI  not  to  disclose  what  was  on  them;  now  the  FBI 
conveniently  claims  that  no  such  tapes  ever  existed. 

After  extensive  investigation.  Amnesty  International  declared  that  "the 
FBI ....  appears  willing  to  fabricate  evidence  against  its  'targets'  and  to 
withhold  information  which,  according  to  law,  should  have  been  disclosed. 

It  is,  moreover,  clear  that  the  FBI  have  abused  their  power  by  producing 
false  evidence  and  infiltrating  the  defense  teams  of  people  indicted  on 
serious  charges." 

--Proposal  for  a Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the  Effects  of  Domestic 
Intelligence  Activities  on  Criminal  Trials  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  Amnesty  International  Publications,  October  1981. 

5)  THE  AMERICAN  GESTAPO:  OTHER  DISTURBING  FBI  ACTIONS 

Immediately  after  the  Oglala  shootout,  the  Indians  on  the  local 
reservations  were  terrorized  by  the  FBI  (and  other  law  enforcement 
supervised  by  the  FBI)  for  ten  weeks;  they  were  threatened  and  physically 
assaulted,  homes  were  searched  without  warrants,  religious  ceremonies  were 
disrupted  and  mocked,  and  private  property  was  wantonly  destroyed,  in  what 
the  U.S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights  condemned  as  "a  large  scale  vendetta." 
Numerous  people  were  arrested  on  illegal  "John  Doe"  warrants,  and  suspects 
were  told  by  agents  that  if  they  were  ever  caught  alone  the  FBI  agents 
would  kill  them.  Certain  influential  AIM  members  were  mysteriously 
murdered  in  particularly  grisly  fashion,  with  no  investigation.  The  Eighth 
Circuit  (federal)  Court  of  Appeals  called  the  FBI's  misconduct  "a  clear 
abuse  of  the  investigative  process." 

In  order  to  bias  the  public  against  the  AIM  community,  the  FBI  spread 
exaggerations  and  outright  lies  to  the  news  media  immediately  after  the 
shootout,  resulting  in  false  front-page  headlines  in  the  newspapers.  Days 
later  when  evidence  to  the  contrary  came  out  exposing  the  disinformation 
campaign,  retractions  by  FBI  director  Clarence  Kelley  were  run  on  the  back 
pages  of  newspapers. 

In  May  of  1978,  The  head  prison  warden  and  another  outside  authority 
(implied  by  the  warden  to  be  an  FBI  agent)  solicited  Robert  Hugh  Wilson  to 
assassinate  Peltier  in  Marion  Federal  Penitentiary,  in  exchange  for  parole. 
Wilson,  a multiple  felon  already  serving  multiple  life  sentences,  and 
whose  prison  records  listed  him  as  "the  most  dangerous  man  ever 
apprehended  in  Chicago",  was  facing  up  to  seven  additional  consecutive 
life  sentences  on  pending  charges.  When  he  agreed  to  the  deal  and  began 
following  the  arrangements,  the  charges  he  was  facing  were  suddenly  and 


mysteriously  dropped,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  transfer  him  to  a 
lesser-security  prison.  (However,  after  getting  to  know  Peltier,  Wilson 
felt  guilty  and  backed  out,  despite  threats  from  prison  officials.) 

On  11  February  1979,  national  AIM  spokesman  Dohn  Trudell  burned  an 
upside-down  flag  on  the  steps  of  the  FBI  building  in  Washington  D.C. 
during  a demonstration  for  Peltier;  12  hours  later,  his  wife,  mother-in- 
law,  and  three  children  were  killed  in  an  arsonist's  attack  on  their  home 
on  a Nevada  reservation.  Although  clearly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
FBI,  no  investigation  of  these  murders  was  ever  made. 

On  December  1st,  1980,  Bobby  Garcia  a close  friend  of  Peltier  in  prison 
who  had  helped  him  escape  when  a second  assassination  plot  on  Peltier's 
life  was  discovered,  and  whose  legal  group  worked  to  protect  Peltier's 
rights  was  suddenly  removed  from  the  general  prison  population  for  no 
apparent  reason.  Eleven  days  later  he  was  moved  to  the  prison  hospital 
unit,  in  an  isolation  cell  that  had  no  sheets  or  linen  of  any  type.  That 
night  he  was  drugged  with  8 different  types  of  drugs,  then  strangled  with 
a bed  sheet.  All  the  other  patients  in  the  nearby  units  were  immediately 
removed  and  scattered  among  other  prisons.  When  Robert  Hugh  Wilson  tried 
to  publicize  the  execution  of  Garcia,  he  was  taken  to  a psychiatric 
hospital  and  threatened  with  a lobotomy. 

In  1984,  shortly  after  Penguin  Books  first  published  In  the  Spirit  of 
Crazy  Horse  (the  most  extensively  documented  research  of  the  events 
surrounding  Peltier's  case),  the  FBI  and  one  of  its  agents  filed  a libel 
lawsuit  to  keep  the  book  from  public  access  (as  did  the  Governor  of  South 
Dakota,  whose  notorious  deeds  are  also  detailed  therein).  After  enormous 
legal  cost  millions  of  dollars  to  the  publisher  and  author,  all  trials  and 
appeals  rendered  the  same  judgement:  that  the  book  was  free  of  libel,  was 
fair,  balanced,  and  protected  as  neutral  reportage.  Nevertheless,  during 
the  eight  years  of  lawsuits,  the  FBI  had  succeeded  in  keeping  the  record 
of  their  misdeeds  from  the  public,  essentially  censoring  the  facts  of  the 
case  so  that  they  could  freely  misinform  the  public. 

In  1987  a benefit  concert  (for  Peltier's  legal  costs)  was  scheduled  in 
California,  with  performances  by  Dackson  Browne,  Robin  Williams,  Willie 
Nelson,  and  others.  Multiple  bomb  threats  were  received,  frightening  many 
away  from  attendance. 

On  27  September  1991,  during  a time  of  considerable  media  attention  to 
the  case  (the  suppressed  evidence  documenting  the  FBI  improprieties  had 
just  been  released),  six  FBI  agents  forcibly  entered  the  apartment  of  one 
of  the  Indians  who  had  been  in  the  AIM  camp  during  the  shootout;  they  put 
a pistol  to  his  throat  and  threatened  him  for  over  an  hour.  During  this 
period,  another  Indian  named  Wish  Draper  (who  as  a teenage  AIM  member  was 
part  of  the  Oglala  shootout)  swore  affidavits  that  the  FBI  had  threatened 
and  coerced  him  to  testify  falsely  against  Peltier  at  the  original  trial. 
In  October,  he  was  murdered  by  "unknown"  assailants. 

On  15  Duly  1994,  the  FBI  had  a full-page  advertisement  published  in 
Washington  Post,  overflowing  with  at  least  33  factual  errors  & 
misrepresentations,  and  unsubstantiated  allegations,  despite  the 
conclusive  evidence  to  the  contrary  that  had  come  out  of  their  own  files. 
About  the  same  time,  an  FBI  agent  visited  (unsolicited)  a reporter  of  the 
Virginia  Star-Ledger,  offering  blatantly  false  information  on  the  case, 
information  that  FBI  evidence  had  already  disproved. 

6)  SELF-DEFENSE:  THE  FBI  INTENDED  AND  STARTED  THE  SHOOTOUT 

In  order  to  keep  Dick  Wilson  (the  BIA's  puppet  dictator)  in  power,  the 
FBI  supplied  his  GOON  squads  with  high-tech  weaponry,  ammunition,  and 
intelligence  information.  In  the  aftermath  of  the  embarrassment  over  the 
Trail  of  Broken  Treaties  demonstrations  in  1972,  the  U.S.  government 
generously  subsidized  these  violent  repression  squads  through  highway 
safety  funds,  and  provided  additional  brutality  through  the  BIA  police, 
and  occasionally  with  FBI  agents  themselves.  In  the  three  years  between 
Wilson's  election  and  the  Oglala  shootout,  more  than  sixty  opponents  of 
Wilson  were  murdered,  and  hundreds  more  were  physically  attacked  and 
beaten  up  (including  many  non-Indian  attorneys  who  had  come  to  the 
reservation  to  assist  the  locals  and  to  investigate) . According  to 
Amnesty  International,  the  U.S.  Government  is  at  the  very  least  guilty  of 


complicity  in  the  61  documented  murders  (and  possibly  many  others  who 
disappeared) , not  to  mention  the  hundreds  of  nonfatal  beatings  and  rapes, 
and  destruction  of  property. 

In  this  atmosphere  of  terror  by  far  the  highest  violent  crime  rate  in 
the  U.S.  during  those  years  the  local  people  asked  for  AIM  to  come  and 
help  provide  them  with  protection,  since  all  appeals  to  the  government  and 
BIA  law  enforcement  for  protection  was  useless  (much  of  the  brutality  in 
fact  came  from  these  officials).  AIM  members  came  from  around  the  country 
and  set  up  camps,  not  only  to  provide  physical  protection,  but  also  to 
chop  wood,  establish  and  tend  community  gardens,  provide  mechanical  and 
construction  repairs,  conduct  traditional  religious  ceremonies,  and 
encourage  abstinence  from  alcohol  and  drugs.  This  particular  camp  was 
headed  by  AIM  founder  Dennis  Banks,  the  primary  target  of  FBI  attacks  for 
many  years  already. 

Officer  Stoldt  testified  before  a grand  jury  that  he  had  stopped  a car 
with  Peltier  in  it  one  week  before  the  shootout,  knowing  who  he  was,  but 
was  ordered  not  to  arrest  him.  Two  days  prior  to  the  shootout,  large 
paramilitary  troops  began  amassing  in  the  area,  consisting  of  FBI  SWAT 
teams,  state  troopers,  U.S.  federal  marshals,  BIA  police,  and  Dick 
Wilson's  ever-present  GOONs.  Oglala  residents  became  suspicious  and 
alarmed,  fearing  that  "something  big  was  going  to  happen."  Only  three 
weeks  earlier,  an  internal  FBI  memo  had  discussed  the  tactics  and  high- 
powered  weaponry  necessary  for  a successful  assault  on  AIM  enclaves, 
though  the  camp  was  only  a collection  of  tents  in  the  woods. 

The  day  before  the  shootout,  the  two  agents  (Williams  & Coler)  went  to 
the  Dumping  Bull  property  where  the  shootout  would  occur  the  next  day;  the 
FBI  claims  their  purpose  was  to  arrest  Dimmy  Eagle  for  "kidnapping, 
aggravated  assault,  and  robbery."  No  warrant  had  even  been  issued,  and 
when  one  was  finally  issued  two  weeks  later,  it  was  for  petty  theft  of  a 
pair  of  cowboy  boots  from  one  of  Dimmy' s friends  (although  the  FBI  has  no 
jurisdiction  on  an  Indian  reservation  for  petty  theft).  Instead,  the 
agents  took  three  of  the  non-local  members  of  the  AIM  camp  to  BIA  police 
headquarters,  "to  see  if  one  of  them  was  Eagle"  (Agent  Williams  already 
knew  that  none  of  them  were:  he  knew  Dimmy  Eagle,  and  had  questioned  Eagle 
recently  at  the  very  same  Dumping  Bull  property) . Using  this  excuse,  the 
agents  never  asked  a single  question  about  Eagle,  but  rather  about  which 
AIM  members,  and  how  many,  were  living  down  in  the  AIM  camp  of  tents. 

When  the  first  two  agents  entered  the  Dumping  Bull  property  on  the  26th, 
they  were  driving  unmarked  cars  and  wearing  civilian  clothes.  They  had 
been  observing  activity  at  the  houses,  when  several  people  they  had  been 
watching  got  into  a vehicle  and  started  down  the  hill.  According  to 
witnesses,  the  agents  initiated  the  shootout,  firing  with  a rifle.  The 
Indians  in  the  vehicle  returned  fire  and  drove  away;  although  no  longer 
under  fire,  the  FBI  agents  continued  to  shoot  at  the  fleeing  vehicle, 
while  never  identifying  their  authority.  They  pursued  the  attack  further 
onto  the  Dumping  Bull  property.  Because  of  the  frequent  attacks  from  GOON 
squads  and  white  vigilantes,  those  nearby  who  heard  the  gunfire  rushed  to 
the  scene  with  weapons  and  began  shooting  back  at  the  unidentified 
attackers . 

Federal  reinforcements  arrived  almost  immediately,  suggesting  that  they 
had  been  anticipating  a shootout.  In  fact,  a SWAT  team  "just  happened  to 
be"  on  maneuvers  within  a few  hundred  yards  right  before  the  shootout 
started!  The  radio  transmissions  from  Agent  Williams,  heard  by  many 
citizens  with  scanners,  indicated  that  the  two  agents  were  expecting  just 
such  rapid  backup  support.  Later,  it  was  discovered  that  the  agents 
killed  in  the  gunfire  had  a map  of  the  property  in  their  possession,  with 
the  AIM  camp  ominously  highlighted  and  marked.  Much  to  the  embarrassment 
of  the  FBI,  all  of  the  approximately  15  Indians  in  the  shootout  managed  to 
escape,  despite  being  surrounded  by  over  150  law  enforcement  officers 
within  minutes  (nearly  350  officers  in  the  next  few  days)  with  helicopter 
reconnaissance  and  radio  communication.  One  Indian  Doe  Stuntz  was  killed 
in  the  gunfire. 

The  other  two  defendants  in  the  "murders"  of  the  agents,  Dino  Butler  & 
Bob  Robideau,  went  to  trial  while  Peltier  was  seeking  refuge  in  Canada. 
They  were  acquitted  by  an  all-white  jury,  in  a city  known  for  its  anti- 


Indian  sentiment,  on  the  grounds  that  they  had  fired  back  at  the  two 
agents  in  self-defense. 

Federal  Dudge  Gerald  Heaney,  who  presided  over  Peltier's  trial  appeals 
and  arguably  knows  more  about  the  case  than  anyone,  wrote  in  a letter  to 
Senator  Daniel  Inouye  (18  April  1991)  that  "the  U.S.  Government  must  share 
in  the  responsibility  for  the  Dune  26  firefight."  He  also  said  in  a TV 
interview  on  CBS  News  that  "the  FBI  was  equally  to  blame  for  the  shootout. 
Dudge  Heaney  has  written  the  President  requesting  executive  clemency 
for  Peltier. 

7)  SUPPORTERS  IN  FAVOR  OF  PELTIER'S  CLEMENCY  & IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

The  World  Council  of  Churches,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Dalai 
Lama,  Mother  Theresa,  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu; 

Amnesty  International,  The  Carter  Center,  Human  Rights  Commission  of 
Spain,  and  other  human  rights  organizations; 

The  European  Parliament  (Resolution  #B4-0499/94,  December  1994); 

Former  U.S.  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark  (currently  the  lead  attorney 
for  Peltier's  legal  team); 

Federal  Dudge  Gerald  Heaney  (presided  over  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court 
panel  that  tried  Peltier's  appeals); 

Nelson  Mandela,  Mikhael  Gorbachev,  various  Nobel  Peace  Prize  laureates, 
and  other  world  leaders; 

More  than  50  Senators  & Representatives  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  and  55 
members  of  the  Canadian  Parliament; 

Plus  more  than  27  MILLION  petition  signers,  across  five  continents! 
BIBLIOGRAPHY  - sources  of  more  information: 

- In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse,  by  Peter  Matthiessen 
(National  Book  Award  Winner); 

- Agents  of  Repression:  The  FBI's  Secret  Wars  Against  the  Black  Panther 
Party  & the  American  Indian  Movement,  by  Ward  Churchill  & Dim  Vander 
Wall;  A Warrior  Caged,  by  Dim  Vander  Wall  [chapter  10  in  The  State  of 
Native  America,  edited  by  M.  Annette  Daimes];  Blood  of  the  Land: 
Government  & Corporate  Wars  Against  the  American  Indian  Movement,  by 
Rex  Weyler;  It  Did  Happen  Here:  Recollections  of  Political  Repression  in 
America,  by  Bud  Schulz. 
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"RE : Salmon  Population  Decline"  

Date:  Sun,  16  Mar  1997  14:41:14  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Salmon  Population  Decline 

UUCP  email 

The  Coho  salmon,  once  a key  West  Coast  commercial  fishery,  will  likely 
be  off-limits  to  most  fishermen  again  this  year  whether  or  not  it  is 
added  to  the  endangered  species  list. 

The  Pacific  Fishery  Management  Council  held  a meeting  the  first  week 
of  March  to  propose  a set  of  options  for  commercial,  recreational  and 
Indian  tribe  fishing  for  salmon  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Biologist  blame  a variety  of  factors,  including  ocean  conditions  that 
have  disrupted  the  food  chain,  past  droughts,  too  much  fishing  and 
loss  of  fresh  water  habitat  to  logging,  agriculture  and  urban 
development . 

Over  the  years,  such  issues  as  the  one  above  details  the  possible 
near  extinction  of  not  only  wildlife,  but  as  well  the  aquatic  life, 
all  being  heavily  impacted  due  to  modern  progress,  and  greed  for 
the  almighty  dollar. 

Losing  the  environment,  as  well  as  watching  the  deer,  elk,  buffalo, 
moose,  bears,  wolves,  coyotes,  ducks,  geese  disappear  into  places 
such  as  zoos  or  preserves,  does  not  promote  any  relevant  justice 
of  what  man  is  doing  and  some  effort  must  be  arrived  at,  to  take 


better  control  of  our  environment  and  four-legged,  winged  and  water 
life  relations. 

The  culture  and  belief's  of  the  Native  American  Indian  once  greatly 
centered  around  the  environment  and  wildlife,  though  not  evident 
within  these  modern  times,  Indian  people  still  depend  on  being  allowed 
to  gather  various  wild  foods  for  social  gatherings,  medicines  and 
do  have  a valid  concern  and  interest  in  their  traditional  areas,  as  well 
as  for  their  relations  of  the  wildlife. 

Please  take  some  time  to  understand,  that  preserving  and  protecting 
the  environment  is  a very  serious  issue  and  one  that  needs  our 
attention,  and  remember,  within  most  of  this  country,  there  are 
as  well  many  ceremonial  and  burial  sites  of  our  people,  that  are  not 
prehistoric,  but  are  areas  which  are  still  used  in  some  manner  today 
by  the  Traditional  Native  American  Indian. 

You  can  help.  Take  the  time  to  write  a letter  to  people  who  can 
assist  us  in  this  endeavor  to  protect  the  environment.  Let  them 
know  how  important  preserving  and  protecting  the  environment  is. 

Let  them  know  that  it  is  time  now,  before  it  is  too  late,  to  stop 
the  illegal  logging(clear-cutting)  of  the  national  forest  and 
of  other  areas  such  as  the  traditional  Pinenut  trees.  That  mining 
must  be  reformed  with  such  measures  to  stop  the  destruction  it 
does  to  the  land  and  the  impact  it  has  on  the  wildlife  habitat 
areas  they  use  for  food  and  water.  Modern  progress  is  taking  its 
toll  on  the  land  and  some  legal  effort  must  be  made  to  help 
stop  the  destruction  of  the  Traditional  Territories  of  the  Native 
American  Indian. 

President  William  J.  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  SW 
Washington,  D.C.  20500 

Ron  Allen,  President 
NCAI 

2010  Massachusetts  Ave.,  N.W. 

Second  Floor 
Washington,  D.C.  20036 

Thank  you. 

By 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 
Elko  Indian  Colony 
Elko,  Nevada 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

"When  I die,  my  enemies  will  be  under  me." 

"Kintpuash" 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

"RE : Gustafsen:  Judicial  Genocide"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Mar  1997  04:04:26  -0500  (EST) 

From:  RKI  <riwaasa@indiana . edu> 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  JUDICIAL  GENOCIDE 

Mailing  List:  Insap  <owner-insap@firstnations.ca> 

Thursday,  March  13,  1997  S.I.S.I.S.  UPDATE/NOTES 

"JUDICIAL  GENOCIDE":  THE  CLARK  TESTIMONY  CONTINUES 

Native  rights  lawyer  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  resumed  testimony  at  the  Ts'peten 
(Gustafsen  Lake)  trial  today,  and  discussed  the  processes  and  conditions 
under  which  Positive  Law(s)  [Legislative]  can  be  changed: 

(1)  Repeal:  only  by  legislation  of  equal  or  greater  force  or  effect  than 
the  law  to  be  repealed.  That  is,  a Provincial  Court  cannot  repeal 
constitutional  law,  but  an  Imperial  court  could.  The  only  competent 
repealing  authority  in  Constitutional  law  is  Parliament.  This  has  not 
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been  done.  Though  judicial  decisions  can  create  law  if  it  is  an 
original  address  of  a point  of  law,  a judicial  decision  cannot  change 
or  repeal  existing  law,  and  it  is  a legal  impossibility  for  a judge  to 
change  Constitutional  law. 

(2)  Obsolescence:  old  and  irrelevant  laws  may  cease  to  have  effect. 

However  obsolescence  is  not  relevant  to  constitutional  law,  which  is 
by  definition  constitutive,  alive  and  relevant.  This  was  reaffirmed  in 
the  Constitution  Act  of  1982. 

In  the  context  of  existing  aboriginal  rights  and  existing  constitutional 
law.  Dr.  Clark  evidenced  transcripts  of  court  appearances  from  1990-1995,  in 
which  the  judges  in  every  instance  did  one  of  two  things: 

(1)  refused  outright  to  address  the  law  respecting  aboriginal  rights  and 
jurisdiction . 

(2)  declared,  usually  in  concert  with  the  crown,  that  the  issues  of 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  were  addressed  in  Delgamuukw,  the 
infamous  Gitskan  Wetsu'weten  land  claims  case. 

The  dominant  assumption  was  that  Delgamuukw  had  repealed  previously 
established  constitutional  law,  something  which  a provincial  court  doesn't 
have  the  jurisdiction  to  do. 

The  other  flawed  assumption  was  that  Delgamuukw  had  addressed  and  and 
resolved  the  issue  of  jurisdiction.  However,  for  a provincial  court  to 
rule  on  the  question  of  its  own  "jurisdiction"  is  a profound  structural 
conflict  of  interest. 

On  September  12,  1995,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  decided  that 
Delgamuukw  was  irrelevant  to  the  jurisdiction  question,  saying  that  the 
issue  had  not  been  raised  or  addressed  in  the  courts  below.  While  this  SCC 
decision  overruled  the  provincial  judiciary's  position  that  Delgamuukw  had 
dispensed  with  the  jurisdictional  question,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada 
used  this  argument  as  an  excuse  not  to  itself  address  the  law.  It 
maintained  that  the  question  of  law  had  allegedly  not  climbed  the 
appellant  ladder  from  provincial  to  federal  court. 

This  legal  chicanery  attempts  to  force  those  asserting  aboriginal  rights 
to  "chase  their  tails,"  in  a vain  attempt  to  find  a domestic  remedy.  Clark 
characterized  the  Crown's  bald  contradiction  by  saying  "even  Crown 
attorneys  can't  suck  and  blow  at  the  same  time."  Delgamuukw  "cannot  even 
pretend  " to  have  the  effect  Crown  claimed. 

Clark  said  the  message  is  clear:If  you  attempt  to  exercise  your 
aboriginal  rights,  "we  will  use  the  criminal  law  system  as  a criminal 
weapon."  This  was  definitely  the  case  at  Mt.  Currie,  Lil'Wat  territory,  in 
1990.  Unarmed  Lil'Wat  protesters  discovered  a heavily  armed,  covert  ERT 
probe  in  the  vicinity  of  their  peaceful  blockade.  An  RCMP  officer  perjured 
himself  in  court,  initially  denying  that  ERT  members  were  carrying  AR-15 
assault  rifles,  then  admitting  to  it  the  next  day.  Inspector  Kembal,  who 
gave  shoot  to  kill  orders  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  was  Emergency  Response  Team 
(ERT)  commander  at  Mt.  Currie.  Superintendent  Len  Olfert,  RCMP  site 
commander  at  Gustafsen,  was  commanding  officer  at  Mt.  Currie.  There,  RCMP 
smeared  Clark's  co-counsel  Lynn  Crompton  as  "mindless,  irresponsible,  off 
the  wall." 

Also,  as  in  Gustafsen  Lake,  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  Band 
Council  muscled  their  way  into  the  court  process  to  undermine  the 
traditional  sovereignists  and  sabotage  the  jurisdictional  challenge.  On 
November  30,  1990,  Justice  McDonald  reneged  on  a commitment  made  to 
address  the  jurisdiction  question.  Despite  these  endemic  abuses  of  process 
by  the  corporate- judicial  complex  of  BC,  Clark  still  maintains  that  the 
best  hopes  lie  with  truth  and  the  rule  of  law. 

Dr.  Clark  testified  today  that  he  advised  his  clients  "that  they  were 
legally  entitled  to  do  what  they  did  at  Gustafsen  Lake... to  defend  against 
the  genocide  taking  place  under  the  auspices  of  federal  and  provincial  law 
- the  Indian  Act  and  Criminal  Code. 

He  addressed  the  role  of  the  jury,  in  Common  Law  "the  people."  "You  are 
the  ultimate  safety  net",  he  said,  and  offered  that  this  jury  has  the 
power  to  recommend  Third  Party  Adjudication,  not  just  declare  a verdict  of 
guilty  or  not  guilty. 

Clark  then  spoke  about  the  profound  differences  between  Western  Euro- 
American  philosophy  --  Christ,  Socrates,  Heidegger,  Sartre,  Wittgenstein, 


Chomsky  --  and  indigenous  cultural  systems.  He  contrasted  the  life- 
through-death  language  of  the  philosophers  to  the  chanting  of  a Sundance. 
Clark  noted  this  goes  beyond  language  to  the  resonance  of  the  universe, 
beyond  the  words  "spirit"  and  "matter"  to  ultimate  reality  and  light. 

Dr.  Clark  recounted  the  history  of  the  "Chilcotin  massacre"  at  Butte 
inlet  near  the  Neimiah  valley.  Surveyors  trespassing  into  unceded 
territory  raped  and  murdered  a Chilcotin  national.  They  were  confronted, 
conflict  ensued,  and  the  surveyors  were  killed.  Then  Dudge  Matthew  Begbie 
hung  a delegation  of  Chilcotin  Chiefs  ostensibly  invited  by  Begbie  to  make 
treaty  at  Williams  Lake.  In  effect  a group  of  travelling  peace  emissaries 
were  the  victims  of  judicial  murder  in  1864. 

Clark  evidenced  how  cunning  judges  were  at  evading  the  rule  of  law, 
refusing  to  address  legal  questions,  basing  decisions  upon  the  pleasure  of 
the  particular  judge,  regardless  of  existing  legislative  and  natural  law. 
They  act  like  absolute  monarchs,  while  committing  the  crimes  of  fraud 
constitutional  treason,  and  arguably  genocide.  Since  at  least  the  Magna 
Carta,  judges  are  not  above  the  law. 

Dr.  Clark  recalled  Dudge  McDonald's  statement  that  the  sooner  Indian 
Sovereignty  was  addressed  the  better,  then  the  denial  of  leave  to  appeal, 
reneging  on  McDonald's  own  commitment.  He  argued  on  the  basis  of 
historical  practice,  as  if  there  were  no  question  of  law,  and  was  echoed 
by  Dudge  McFarlane's  "decision"  regarding  Indian  Sovereignty  that  "I  need 
not  answer  that  question".  Dudge  Wetmore  followed  suit  in  the  case 
regarding  the  Ure  Creek  Lil'Wat  blockade,  ordering  Clark  not  to  mention 
the  words  "constitution"  nor  "sovereignty,"  then  granting  an  injunction  to 
remove  the  blockade. 

Clark  then  recounted  the  case  of  Dohn  Shafer,  arrested  for  breaking  an 
injunction  forbidding  interference  with  Fletcher  Challenge  logging 
operations  in  the  Carmanah-Walbran  valley.  Shafer  "very  much  an  ally"  and 
"mutual  friend"  of  Dr.  Clark  and  Hones  Ignace,  came  before  the  same  Dudge 
Dosephson  who  is  now  presiding  over  the  Ts'peten  trial. 

Dustice  Dosephson  refused  to  accept  the  submissions  of  the  defence  on 
the  grounds  that  although  the  criminal  trial  was  proceeding  in  Victoria, 
the  documents  should  have  been  stamped  in  the  Vancouver  Registry,  where 
the  civil  proceedings  began.  Dosephson  appeared  to  take  pleasure  at 
Clark's  frustration  with  his  procedural  chicanery.  (See  transcripts  at 
<http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/court/judge. html>) 

Clark  noted  that  there  is  a repetitive  return  to  the  same  old  song  of 
1864  and  BC ' s first  Chief  Dustice  "hanging  judge  Begbie."  From  BC  to 
Alberta,  to  Ontario,  Quebec,  Nevada,  Central  and  South  America,  "that's 
how  the  west  was  won." 

Recently  Ontario  Dudge  Bolen,  formerly  a North  Bay  lawyer  who  works 
adjacent  to  a land  claim  area,  disqualified  himself  from  sitting  a case 
involving  aboriginal  rights  on  the  grounds  that  he  found  himself  in  an 
obvious  conflict  of  interest.  Clark  felt  the  decision  is  appropriate  and 
asked,  "So  why  are  we  here?,"  referring  to  Dosephson 's  conflict  and 
demonstrated  bias  to  the  jurisdictional  question  in  the  Shafer  case. 

"Perhaps  the  genocide  is  beginning  to  come  to  an  end,"  Clark  suggested 
hopefully.  "It  may  be  that  this  jury's  decision  can  set  us  firmly  in  that 
direction . " 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
PO  Box  8673,  Victoria,  BC  Canada  V8X  3S2 

Email:  <uc389@f reenet . victoria. be. ca>  or  <riwaasa@indiana.edu> 
WWW:  http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news  only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  to 
<majordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE:  Montana  Anti  Affirmative  Action"  


Date:  Mon,  17  Mar  1997  20:41:13  -0600 

From:  "David  0.  Born"  <dborn@maroon .tc . umn . edu> 


Sub j : FWD:  Montana  House  Bill  299  and  House  Bill  303  - UPDATE 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  eswaney@oche. oche. montan a . edu 

Sub j : Montana  House  Bill  299  and  House  Bill  303  - UPDATE 
Mailing  List:  NAT-EDU  (nat-edu@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Briefly  for  your  information: 

House  Bill  299  - an  anti  affirmative  action  bill  modeled  after  a similar 
proposition  in  California  and  House  Bill  303  - an  anti  Indian  bill  which 
includes  language  to  do  away  with  the  Montana  Indian  Fee  Waiver  were  heard 
this  morning,  April  17,  1997  in  the  Montana  Senate  Judiciary  Committee. 

We  do  not  yet  know  the  outcome  or  when  these  two  bills  will  be  acted  upon 
by  the  committee. 

If  you  have  children  who  benefited  from  the  Montana  Indian  fee  waiver  or 
were  formally  a recipient  of  it,  we  in  Montana  would  appreciate  your 
support.  Please  call  in  your  opposition  to  these  bills  to  the  Montana 
Legislature.  You  may  leave  individual  messages  for  individual  legislators 
at  406-444-4800. 

You  may  also  fax  letters  of  opposition  to  the  bills  to  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee  at  1-900-252-1600  - this  will  cost  you  70  cents  a 
minute ! 

Briefly,  currently  - 114  Black  students,  1094  American  Indian/Alaskan 
Native,  277  Asian,  and  413  Hispanic  students  in  the  Montana  University 
System  - this  also  includes  those  student  in  the  Colleges  of  Technology 
as  well  as  the  three  community  colleges.  Our  total  enrollment  this  fall 
was  37006. 

In  academic  year  1995-96  we  had  618  students  who  received  the  fee  waiver. 

This  fee  waiver  was  first  offered  in  1951  with  12  waivers.  Board  of 
Regents  policy  makes  this  fee  waiver  available  to  " any  person  of 
one-fourth  Indian  blood  or  more.  Such  person  must  have  been  a bonafide 
resident  of  the  State  of  Montana  for  a least  one  year  prior  to  enrollment 
in  the  Montana  University  System  and  must  demonstrate  financial  need".  In 
addition  the  individual  units  of  the  system  make  additional  rules  - 
usually  a gpa  or  "good  standing"  rule. 

The  fee  waiver  is  currently  worth  around  $1800.  This  amount  is  critical 
to  students  who  come  from  impoverished  homes  and  communities.  In  Montana 
approximately  10%  of  the  population  live  below  the  poverty  line.  For 
Indians  in  Montana  it  is  40%  ! ! 

We  appreciate  your  prayers  and  letters  of  support. 

+++++++ 

Ellen  Swaney 
Director 

American  Indian/Minority  Achievement 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Higher  Education 

Montana  University  System 

2500  Broadway 

Helena,  MT  59620-3101 

phone  406-444-6570 

fax  406-444-1469 

E-mail  - eswaney@oche.montana.edu 
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I'm  the  one  that's  got  to  die  when  it's  time  for  me  to  die,  so  let  me  live  my  life  the  way  I want 
to. 

Jimi  Hendrix 


David  0.  Born 

Professor  and  Chair 

Division  of  Health  Ecology 

Univ.  of  Minn.  School  of  Dentistry 

15-136  Moos  Tower 

Minneapolis,  MN  55455 

612-625-9438 


612-626-6096  (fax) 


"RE ; Apology  to  Micmaq  Teen"  

Date:  97/03/17  21:42 

From:  Suzan  Horovitch  <a.horovitch@genie.com> 

Sub j : Formal  Apology  to  Micmaq  Teen 

genie  email 

On  March  11,  Micmaq  teenager  Melissa  Labrador  was  told  by  a guard  that 
she  couldn't  enter  the  House  of  Commons  with  her  eagle  feather  because  the 
guard  feared  she  might  throw  it  at  the  prime  minister  and  MP's  below  the 
gallery.  The  teen  who  was  visiting  Ottawa  with  a group  of  120  teens  from 
across  Canada  to  participate  in  the  Forum  for  Young  Canadians,  left  the 
Parliament  buildings  in  tears,  refusing  to  conceal  the  feather  saying: 

"I'm  not  going  to  conceal  who  I am."  She  brought  the  feather  in  order  to 
feel  secure  in  a big  city  and  also  to  fight  being  homesick  as  she  lives 
with  her  grandparents  in  Nova  Scotia. 

Shortly  after  the  incident  the  speaker  of  the  house,  Gilbert  Parent  and 
the  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin  joined  Labrador  in  a back  room  to 
extend  their  personal  apologies,  but  she  insisted  on  a public  apology 
because  she  felt  all  aboriginal  people  had  been  insulted. 

In  an  emotional  scene.  Parent  asked  her  to  join  him  on  his  platform  in 
the  House  so  he  could  hold  her  eagle  feather.  With  the  other  students 
looking  on  - some  were  crying  - Speaker  Gilbert  Parent  told  the  House  his 
grandmother  was  Ojibwa  and  his  father  was  Metis.  He  promised  such  an 
incident  would  never  happen  again.  Ron  Irwin,  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs 
delivered  the  apology  to  all  aboriginal  people  right  after  question  period, 
saying  the  sacred  eagle  feather  represent  courage,  strength,  wisdom  and 
vision . 

Indian  liberal  MP  Elijah  Harper  later  presented  Parent  with  a feather  in 
thanks  for  his  prompt  action.  Harper  is  best  remembered  for  holding  a 
feather  while  he  delayed  the  Meech  Lake  accord  in  the  Manitoba  legislature 
as  an  MLA  in  1990  long  enough  to  kill  the  constitutional  agreement. 

"RE;  National  Indigenous  Congress/Mexico"  

Date:  12:39  PM  Mar  12,  1997 
From:  saiic@igc.apc.org  (SAIIC) 

Sub j : National  Indigenous  Congress/Mexico 

Newsgroup:  igc . saiic . indio 

NATIONAL  INDIGENOUS  CONGRESS 
Follow-Up  Commission 

10  March  1997. 

To  the  People  of  Mexico: 

To  the  Peoples  and  Governments  of  the  World: 

To  the  National  and  International  Press: 

Sisters  and  Brothers: 

This  past  March  8th,  in  Palenque,  the  Chiapas  state  police  kidnapped 
the  companeros  Geronimo  Hernandez  Lopez,  Gonzalo  Rosas  Morales, 

Francisco  Gonzalez  Gutierrez,  and  Ramon  Parcero  Martinez.  After  they 
were  beaten  and  held  incommunicado,  it  was  finally  possible  to  locate 
them  in  the  installations  of  the  Chiapas  state  judicial  police,  which 
had  previously  denied  holding  them.  Apparently,  they  are  accused  of 
participation  in  violent  acts  which  occurred  following  the  violent 
removal  of  peasants  carried  out  by  the  police  on  two  landholdings  in 
the  Palenque  region,  when  Geronimo  Hernandez  and  Gonzalo  Rosas  were 
more  than  two  and  a half  hours  away  from  the  place  where  the  police 
themselves  say  they  were  attacked  and  two  of  their  members  killed. 


Geronimo  Hernandez  is  a member  of  the  Follow-up  Commission  of  the  CNI 
and  a participant  in  the  Working  Group  on  Justice  and  Human  Rights. 

Both  he  and  Gonzalo  Rosas  have  worked  for  many  years  in  the  promotion 
and  defense  of  the  rights  of  the  indigenous  peoples  in  Chiapas, 
especially  at  the  side  of  the  indigenous  organization  Xi'nich  ("Ant 
that  Walks" ) . 

Francisco  Gonzalez  Gutierrez  and  Ramon  Parcero  Martinez  are  part  of 
Xi'nich,  which  is  a member  organization  of  this  National  Indigenous 
Congress  since  its  inception,  and  which  has  characterized  itself  for 
struggling  peacefully  in  favor  of  the  true  solutions  for  the  grave 
conditions  of  life  suffered  by  the  Tzeltal  and  Choi  peoples  in  the 
region  and  by  all  the  indigenous  peoples  of  Mexico. 

These  arbitrary  detentions,  carried  out  without  judicial  warrants, 
with  in  communication  and  beatings,  apparently  charging  them  with 
actions  in  which  they  simply  could  not  have  participated  since  they 
were  in  another  town  at  the  time,  and  without  making  the  official 
charges  known  up  until  now,  are  inscribed  within  the  policies  of 
repression  and  harassment  against  the  indigenous  peoples  and 
communities  who  justly  demand  the  recognition  and  respect  of  their 
individual  and  collective  rights.  In  the  middle  of  a grave  crisis  of 
the  San  Andres  Dialogue,  for  which  Geronimo  Hernandez  was  an  advisor 
for  the  EZLN  in  the  talks  on  "Indigenous  Rights  and  Culture",  and  of  a 
growing  lack  of  credibility  for  the  position  that  the  government 
supports  a solution  which  guarantees  a peace  with  justice  and  dignity, 
the  local  power  is  determined  to  continue  its  acts  of  intimidation, 
violent  removals  of  campesinos,  and  the  detention  of  leaders  and 
representatives,  complicating  even  more  the  decomposed  climate  of 
violations  to  our  minimal  individual  guarantees  and  the  in  existence  of 
the  State  of  Law  which  is  lacking  in  Chiapas  and  in  the  whole  country. 

We  call  upon  all  of  our  brothers  and  sisters,  and  upon  all 
organizations  to  publicly  manifest  themselves  and  to  sign  and  send 
public  letters,  telegrams,  and  faxes  directed  to: 

Ernesto  Zedillo,  Presidente  de  Mexico. 

Fax:  (52-5)  271-1764,  and  (52-5)  515-1794 
Email : webadmon@op .presidencia. gob . mx 

Emilio  Chuayffet,  Secretario  de  Gobernacion 
Fax:  (52-5)  546-5350 

Julio  Cesar  Ruiz  Ferro,  Gobernador  de  Chiapas 
Fax:  (52-961)  2-09-17 

Dra.  Mireille  Roccatti,  Presidenta  de  la  Comision  Nacional  de 
Derechos  Humanos 
Fax:  (52-5)  681-71-99 

We  demand  the  immediate  liberation  of  the  companeros  Geronimo 
Hernandez  Lopez,  Gonzalo  Rosas  Morales,  Francisco  Gonzalez  Gutierrez, 
and  Ramon  Parcero  Martinez,  illegally  detained,  held  incommunicado, 
and  beaten  by  elements  of  the  state  police  forces  since  March  8th, 
without  the  legal  causes  of  their  arbitrary  detention  being  known 
until  now;  and  we  further  demand  the  punishment  of  those  responsible 
for  these  actions  of  provocation  and  State  terrorism. 

We  demand  an  end  to  the  policies  of  repression  and  harrassment  against 
the  people  of  Mexico,  and  in  particular  against  the  representatives 
and  members  of  the  indigenous  communities  and  organizations  throughout 
the  country. 

We  demand  the  immediate  liberation  of  all  unjustly  imprisoned 
indigenous  peoples,  and  the  annulment  of  all  arrest  warrants  issued 
against  those  who  struggle  for  social  justice  and  whom,  following  a 
peaceful  path,  have  led  the  struggle  of  our  peoples. 

We  demand  the  unconditional  respect  for  the  rights  of  the  indigenous 
peoples  of  the  country,  consecrated  in  Covenant  169  of  the 
International  Labour  Organisation  (ILO)  which  is  the  Supreme  Law  of 
the  Nation,  as  well  as  their  constitutional  recognition. 


We  demand  the  unconditional  fulfillment  of  the  San  Andreas  Accords  on 

Indigenous  Rights  and  Culture. 

Honor  the  Word ! ! 

Never  Again  a Mexico  Without  Us!! 

National  Indigenous  Congress 

Follow-Up  Commission 

Working  Group  on  the  Implementation  and  Verification  of  the  San  Andres 
Accords.  Responsible:  Adelfo  Regino  Montes,  mixe. 

Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Legislation.  Responsible:  Melquiades 
Rosas,  mazateco. 

Working  Group  on  Justice  and  Human  Rights.  Responsible:  Carlos  Beas, 
zapoteco. 

Working  Group  on  Lands  and  Territories.  Responsible:  Efren  Capiz, 
purepecha . 

Working  Group  on  Self-Development,  Well-being,  and  Relationship  with 
the  Mother  Earth.  Responsible:  Carlos  Manzo,  zapoteco. 

Working  Group  on  Culture  and  Education.  Responsible:  Gregorio 
Hernandez,  cuicateco. 

Working  Group  on  Communication.  Responsible:  Juan  Anzaldo  Meneses, 
nahua . 

Working  Group  on  Women.  Responsible:  Sofia  Robles,  mixe. 

Working  Group  on  Youth.  Responsible:  Victor  Chavira,  nahua. 


English  Translation:  J.  Paulson,  3/11/97 


South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Rights  Center  (SAIIC) 

P.0.  Box  28703 
Oakland  CA,  94604 

Phone:  (510)834-4263  Fax:  (510)834-4264 
Email:  saiic@igc.apc.org 

Office:  1714  Franklin  Street,  3rd  Floor,  Oakland 

Home  Page:  http: //www. maxwell . syr.edu/nativeweb/abyayala/orgs/saiic 
For  more  information  about  SAIIC,  send  an  empty  email  message  to: 
saiic-info@igc .apc.org 

"RE:  Royal  Commission  5-6"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Jan  1997  04:59:00  +0000 
From:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

Sub j : Royal  Commission  5-6 

Mailing  List:  UpTowne  Online  Services  <uptowne@yak. nstn . ns . ca> 

[Editorial  note:  This  is  a continuing  series  of  a 
public  release  of  a Royal  Commission  Report.  Paul 
Antone<paul_antone@pch . gc . ca>  posted  it  to  the 
UpTowne  listserver  maintained  by  Don  Rayment.] 

Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 
Gathering  Strength 
Living  Languages 

Language  is  one  of  the  main  instruments  for  transmitting  culture  from 
one  generation  to  another  and  for  communicating  meaning  and  making 
sense  of  collective  experience. 

In  Canada,  there  are  11  Aboriginal  language  families  and  more  than  50 
different  languages.  The  number  of  Aboriginal  language  speakers  is 
only  a fraction  of  the  Aboriginal  population:  about  one  person  in  three 
over  the  age  of  five.  Most  are  middle-aged  or  older.  Even  the  languages 
in  most  frequent  use  MiEkmaq,  Montagnais,  Cree,  Ojibwa,  Inuktitut  and 
some  Dene  languages  are  in  danger  of  extinction  because  of  declining 
fluency  in  the  young. 

Minority  languages  all  over  the  world  are  declining  in  the  face  of 
culturally  dominant  languages  especially  those  used  in  the  media 


and  popular  culture.  Aboriginal  languages  suffered  a severe  blow  during 
the  era  when  every  child  was  forced  by  school  policy  to  speak  English 
or  French. 

The  threat  of  their  languages  disappearing  means  that  Aboriginal 
people's  distinctive  world  view,  the  wisdom  of  their  ancestors  and  their 
ways  of  being  human  could  vanish  as  well.  Language  protection  requires 

* maintaining  or  increasing  the  number  of  fluent  speakers 

* using  the  language  as  a medium  of  communication  in  everyday 
life  especially  in  the  family 

Where  languages  are  declining  or  severely  threatened,  school 
immersion  programs  can  help  but  a language  will  not  live  if  it  is  not 
used  in  everyday  life.  It  must  be  the  medium  of  communication  at 
work,  in  school,  in  the  media,  in  government  and  most  of  all,  at  home. 

Each  Aboriginal  nation  will  have  to  decide  how  far  it  can  go  in 
preserving  its  languages  and  develop  policies  to  match.  In  the 
meantime,  the  speakers  of  Aboriginal  languages  are  aging  and  dying. 

We  propose  the  establishment  of  an  Aboriginal  Languages 
Foundation  to  document,  study  and  conserve  Aboriginal  languages  and 
to  help  Aboriginal  people  arrest  and  reverse  the  loss  of  languages  that 
has  already  occurred. 

Communications 

Canada  has  always  been  held  together  in  part  by  its  communication 
links  from  the  river  systems  of  the  fur  traders  to  the  transcontinental 
railroad  to  the  satellite  signals  linking  us  today.  The  information  passing 
along  these  channels  shapes  and  defines  our  view  of  the  world  and  of 
one  another.  The  need  for  accurate  information  and  realistic  portrayals 
of  Aboriginal  people  is  evident. 

But  Aboriginal  people  are  not  well  represented  by  or  in  the  media. 

Many  Canadians  know  Aboriginal  people  only  as  noble 

environmentalists,  angry  warriors  or  pitiful  victims.  A full  picture  of 
their  humanity  is  simply  not  available  in  the  media. 

Mainstream  media  do  not  reflect  Aboriginal  realities  very  well.  Nor  do 
they  offer  much  space  to  Aboriginal  people  to  tell  their  own  stories 
as  broadcasters,  journalists,  commentators,  poets  or  story  tellers. 
Aboriginal  people  have  little  opportunity  to  o tell  Canadians  in  their  own 
ways  and  their  own  words  who  they  are. 

Because  Canadians  do  not  hear  Aboriginal  points  of  view,  they  are  often 
left  with  mistaken  impressions  about  Aboriginal  people's  lives  and 
aspirations  and  the  reasons  for  their  actions. 

Aboriginal  people  are  also  severely  limited  in  their  opportunities  to 
communicate  with  one  another.  They  have  few  media  services  of  their 
own  and  even  those  lost  almost  all  their  funding  in  recent 
cuts.  Domination  of  the  media  by  the  imagery  and  preoccupations  of 
non-Aboriginal  people  contributes  to  the  weakening  of  Aboriginal 
cultures.  In  the  North,  for  example,  the  arrival  of  television  in  the 
1960s  helped  transform  the  society  in  just  one  generation. 

We  make  proposals  in  four  areas: 

* The  Canadian  Radio-Television  and  Telecommunications 
Commission  should  require  those  who  hold  broadcast  licences  in 
areas  with  significant  Aboriginal  populations  to  provide  air  time 
for  an  Aboriginal  presence. 

* Mainstream  media,  both  public  and  private,  should  provide  for  a 
greater  Aboriginal  presence  in  their  offerings. 

* The  federal  government  should  support  training  of  Aboriginal 
people  for  media  positions. 

* The  federal  government  should  provide  core  funding  for 
Aboriginal-controlled  media  and  incentives  for  private  support 
for  these  media. 

Visual  and  Performing  Arts 

For  Aboriginal  people,  as  for  all  people,  the  arts  are  both  a reflection 
and  an  extension  of  their  history,  mythology  and  spirituality.  They  are 
a mirror  Aboriginal  people  hold  up  to  see  themselves  more  clearly  and  a 


window  they  hold  open  to  let  others  see  in.  Whether  they  explore 
traditional  forms  of  expression,  modern  forms  or  both.  Aboriginal 
artists,  performers  and  writers  are  contributing  to  their  own  cultures  and 
to  Canada's  cultural  identity  as  well. 

Given  their  importance,  it  is  perhaps  surprising  how  little  public  or 
private  support  Aboriginal  arts  and  artists  actually  receive. 

* The  great  majority  of  the  books  about  Aboriginal  people  marketed 
each  year  by  major  Canadian  publishers  are  written  by  non- 
Aboriginal  authors. 

* Aboriginal  publishers  report  difficulty  securing  support  from 
government  agencies  that  support  publishing. 

* Aboriginal  arts  that  were  once  part  of  everyday  life  and 
ceremonial  use  are  relegated  to  the  status  of  crafts  and  artifacts 
and  housed  predominantly  in  museums,  rather  than  displayed  in 

art  galleries. 

* The  Indian  affairs  department  has  been  instrumental  in  creating  a 
market  for  Inuit  arts  and  crafts  and  provided  general  support  for 
training  in  the  visual  and  performing  arts.  But  it  offers  minimal 
help  in  mounting  productions,  which  are  a crucial  part  of  training. 

* Arts  funding  agencies  are  only  beginning  to  look  for  ways  to 
judge  Aboriginal  forms  and  artistic  creations,  at  least  in  part 
according  to  culture-specific  criteria. 

The  expression  of  Aboriginal  voice,  rooted  in  unique  cultures  and  world 
views,  was  actively  suppressed  in  the  era  of  domination  and 
assimilation.  Even  in  this  era  of  renewal.  Aboriginal  arts  and  artists  are 
neglected  by  Canadian  institutions,  both  public  and  private. 

The  Commission  sees  a need  for  active  support  for  at  least  a 
generation,  to  encourage  revitalization  and  development  of  visual, 
literary  and  performing  arts.  We  propose  establishment  of  an 
Aboriginal  Arts  Council,  a review  of  granting  criteria  in 
mainstream  institutions,  and  increased  support  for  training  and  facilities 
for  display  and  performance. 

Better  Lives  for  Aboriginal  People 

Discussions  of  Aboriginal  affairs  sometimes  seem  weighted  toward 
issues  of  governance,  law,  constitution  making  and  institution  building. 

But  the  real  point  of  these  mechanisms  is  to  make  Aboriginal  lives 
better. 

Over  the  years,  much  time  and  energy  and  many  dollars  have  been  spent 
trying  to  do  this.  Yet  serious  problems  of  ill  health,  miseducation 
and  disturbed  family  life  remain.  Aboriginal  people  and  communities 
are  worn  down  by  the  persistence  of  these  problems.  Canadians  feel 
them  as  a drag  on  national  progress. 

Are  the  social  problems  of  Aboriginal  people  intransigent?  Hopeless? 
Certainly  not.  But  ways  of  organizing  and  delivering  human  services 
for  Aboriginal  people  must  change  fundamentally. 

Patterns  of  distress,  violence  and  self -destructive  behaviour  will  never 
shift  fully  toward  well-being  without  a concomitant  shift  of 
power,  control  and  resources.  But  Aboriginal  control  is  not  a panacea 
self-government  is  not  a magic  wand,  and  it  is  no  guarantee  of  good 
results.  It  is  always  possible  that  Aboriginal  control  will  be 
exercised  badly  from  time  to  time.  In  any  case,  it  will  take  time  for  self- 
government  to  have  an  impact. 

In  the  meantime,  improving  the  lives  and  strengthening  the  capacities  of 
Aboriginal  people  is  a worthwhile  end  in  itself.  It  is  also  part  of 
making  aboriginal  control  work,  as  illustrated  by  the  circle  of  well- 
being described  at  the  beginning  of  this  chapter. 

How  can  it  be  done?  In  four  ways: 

* Canadian  governments  can  make  room  for  Aboriginal  initiative 
and  control. 

* Leaders  at  all  levels  can  give  greater  prominence  to  social  policy. 

* Human  services  can  be  shifted  from  piecemeal  to  holistic 
programming. 

* Individuals  in  need  of  housing,  healing,  schooling  and  other  kinds 


of  help  can  be  provided  for  along  the  lines  proposed  by  the 
Commission . 

end  of  _Gathering  Strength_ 


Internet:  don.rayment@uptowne.com  (Don  Rayment) 

This  message  was  processed  by  NetXpress  from  Merlin  Systems  Inc. 


"RE : Poem:  Buffalo"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Ian  1997  22:42:58  -0800 
From:  "Karen  D . Gould"  <kjg@rust . net> 

Sub j : Buffalo 

UUCP  email 

Ran  across  this  poem  today  and  had  to  share  it  with  all  of  you: 
BUFFALO 


They  are  the  earth  we  have  forgotten 

And  the  great  continent  of  the  head  knows  this 

and  will  look  right  through  you  from  out  the  brown  stones 

of  the  eyes.  And  I would  know  them  as  a child  knows 

the  brown-humped  land  that  listens 

for  the  prairie  wind  that  is  the  bellows  of  their  lungs. 

Nolan  and  I once  stopped,  astonished  by  the  mile  long 

herd,  and  by  the  slow  train  of  the  hooves 

drumming  up  an  expiring  music  like  wind  like  God  like  sun. 

Still  I marvel  as  the  late  Nebraska  light  gilds  the  horns 
and  the  ponderous  mass  of  fur,  while  the  foothills  blue 
recalling  the  cold  declining  length  of  the  rifle's  bore. 

They  are  the  color  of  the  earth  thrust  up,  and  history 

still  roams  in  the  matted  rags  of  hair,  in  the  bleached  litter  of  bones, 

and  in  the  chalky  cliffs  of  the  skull. 

--  Mark  Irwin 

--  from  _The  Nation_  2/3/97 


I hope  this  is  ok,  since  this  isn't  being  "reproduced"  for  commercial 
profit,  and  I give  full  credit  to  the  author,  Mark  Irwin,  and  the 
publisher,  "The  Nation"  magazine.  But  this  poem  brought  tears  to  my 
eyes,  in  light  of  the  current  slaughter,  and  I had  to  share  it  with  you. 

Karen 


"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days" 

Date:  97/03/10  03:23 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  <dfsanders@genie.com> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  23-29 


MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 

23 

In  each  of  us  dwells  the  fountainhead  of  greatness. 

24 

The  creative  source  is  also  the  source  of  life. 

25 


Each  of  us  must  aspire  to  the  heights  of  our  own  abilities. 

26 

Our  spirits  are  reborn  in  the  land. 

27 

What  benefits  the  Earth,  Ke  Au  Nei,  benefits  all  life. 

28 

Find  the  good  in  every  aspect  of  life. 

29 

The  wind  bides  for  a spell  in  this  place,  then  it  seeks  other  lands 
to  explore. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

- — "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  20  March  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Wed,  12  Mar  1997  12:01:06  CST 

From:  "dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu"  <dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Am  Indian  Chamber  of  Commerce  Conference  and  Dinner 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

The  Minnesota  American  Indian  Chamber  of  Commerce  will  be  holding 
the  1997  Business  Development  Conference  and  Annual  Dinner  on 
May  15,  1997  at  the  Treasure  Island  Casino  in  Red  Wing,  MN 
8:00  a.m.  until  9:00  p.m. 

The  conference  features  workshops  designed  to  help  American  Indian 
Entrepreneurs  to  discuss  the  issues  important  to  them.  It  serves  as  an 
opportunity  for  American  Indian  owned  and  operated  businesses  to  learn 
about  the  skills  and  strategies  needed  to  succeed  in  the  ever  changing 
business  climate.  The  conference  also  provides  an  opportunity  for 
entrepreneurs  to  extend  their  business  networks  to  include  important 
contacts  crucial  to  the  future  success  and  growth  of  their  businesses. 

For  additional  information  on  the  conference,  please  contact 
Amy  or  Tina  612-333-0500,  Fax  612-333-0330 
E-mail:  maicc@tc.umn.edu 

or  check  out  or  Web  Home  Page  at  http://nnic.com/maicc/index.html 

_\  /_ 

( o o ) 
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"I  beg  you,  friend,  be  happy.  I have  the  vague 
sense  that  on  your  capacity  to  be  happy  hangs 
our  only  hope. " 

Milan  Kundera,  Slowness 


David  0.  Born 

Professor  and  Director 

Division  of  Health  Ecology 

15-136  Moos  Tower 

University  of  Minnesota 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55455 

612  - 625-9438  Voice  612  - 626-6096  Fax 

e:mail  dborn@tc.umn.edu 


Date:  Wed,  12  Mar  1997  12:10:42  -0500 

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  <mnation@axess . com> 
Sub j : Haudenosaunee  Women's  Meeting 


Everyone  is  invited  to  a meeting  of  the  Haudenosaunee  Women 

on  Saturday  March  15,  1997 

At  10  AM  in  Akwesasne 

at  the  Longhouse  in  Hogansburg 

On  the  Agenda:  Taxation 

Its  time  to  get  involved  in  your  community.  We  want  to  hear  your  voice 
on  major  issues  affecting  the  confederacy. 

* Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  * 

* http://www.axess.com/users/mnation/  * 


Date:  Thu,  13  Mar  1997  14:20:19  -0500  (EST) 

From:  jeagles@bangornews.infi.net  (John  Eagle  Smith) 

Sub j : ATTENTION  EASTERNERS 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  APPRECIATION  DAYS 
FESTIVAL  AND  POW-WOW 

9:00  am.  to  6 pm.  both  days  - rain  or  shine 
MARCH  22ND  AND  23RD,  1997 
STEVENS  AVENUE  ARMORY 
PORTLAND,  MAINE 

Admission  $3.00,  children  6-12,  $2.00 
call:  Scotty  Wilcox  @ 207-339-9520 
for  more  info. . 

Hey  y ' all ....  come  on  down.... hope  to  meet  you  there.... 
3ES 


Date:  Tue,  18  Mar  1997  13:54:37  -0800  (PST) 

From:  MICHELE  HELENE  MAAS  <michmaas@sf su . edu> 

Sub j : SKINS  SFSU  24th  POW  WOW 

the  student  kouncil  of  inter-tribal  nations  will  celebrate  our  24th  annual 

powow  Saturday  march  22,  1997  from  10:  am.  to  11:00  pm. .grand  entry 

will  be  at  noon.,  host  northern  drum. .Mockingbird  host  southern 

drum... Bad  Medicine. . .MC  Denny  Stanley. .arena  director  Russel  Bohay...head 

man:  Leno  McGurk. . .Head  Woman:  Elayine  Snow. ...  contest  dancing...  all 

are  welcome  to  this  clean  and  sober  event...  see  ya  this 

Saturday. . . .michele 

* michele  maas@mercury.sfsu.edu  * 

* student  kouncil  of  inter-tribal  nations  * 

* at  san  francisco  state  university  * 

* 415-338-1929  all  opinions  are  mine  unless  * 

* stated  otherwise..  * 


Date:  Tue,  18  Mar  1997  19:19:57  -6 
From:  "Craig  Presson"  <dhr@iname. com> 

Sub j : Spring  pow  wow  at  Sequoyah  Caverns  AL  --  pass  it  on 

Here's  the  full  bull(etin)  on  my  tribe's  Spring  Powwow: 

Sequoyah  Caverns  Indian  Spring  Festival,  May  16-17-18,  presented  by  the 
Cherokee  Tribe  of  Northeast  Alabama.  MC:  Doug  Ayers,  Host  Drum:  Shadow 
Wolf.  Admission:  $3.00  age  12+,  $1.00  age  6 to  11.  Friday  is  a special 
day  for  school  children  with  many  educational  activities.  Starts  10  am 
each  day.  Directions:  18  mi.  N.  of  Ft.  Payne,  AL;  take  exit  231  or  239 
off  1-59  and  follow  signs.  Vendors  by  invitation  only;  for  more  info 
call  Charlene  Tuckaleeche  Story  (205)  681-0080  or  Shlynn  White  (205) 
895-0095. 

Thank  you  for  passing  this  on. 

Dancin ' 


Date:  Tue,  18  Mar  1997  10:53:51  -0700  (MST) 
From:  halsey@bvsd.kl2.co.us  (Theresa  Halsey) 


Sub j : Oyate  Powwow 


Oyate  Indian  Club  Powwow 


University  of  Colorado-Boulder  Coors  Event  Center 

Red  Nations  Cultural  Unity  Powwow 

Saturday  and  Sunday,  April  12  and  13,  1997. 

Gourd  dancing  Saturday  10  a.m.  and  5:30  p.m.  Sunday  10  a.m. 

The  Grand  entries  are  Saturday  1 and  7 p.m.  Sunday  at  1 p.m. 

Dance  Contest.  Registration  for  dancers  starts  at  10  a.m.  Saturday  and  will 
end  6:30  p.m.  Saturday.  Admission  is  free  and  open  to  the  public,  however 
donations  will  be  accepted. 

Host  Northern  Drum  ...  The  Boyz  from  the  Twin  Citys,  Minn. 

Host  Southern  Yellowhammer , Ponca  City,  OK 

Host  Canadian  Drum  . . . Stoney  Park  from  Morlet,  Alberta 
Club  can  be  contacted  at:  Camps  Box  207,  Boulder,  CO  80309. 

(303)  492-8874  or  Oyate  (3ucsub.Colorado.EDU 


Date:  Tue,  18  Mar  1997  14:52:33  -0600 
From:  "Terry  W.  Battiest"  <battiest(3ou .edu> 

Sub j : AILYC  Pow  Wow 

American  Indian  Leaders  Youth  Council 

SPRING  POW-WOW 
April  5,  1997 

McCurtain  County  Sports  Complex 
Broken  Bow,  Oklahoma 
Gourd  Dance  1:00  - 5:30 
Grand  Entry  6:30 

Head  Staff: 

MC:  Archie  Mason,  Tulsa,  OK 

Head  Singer:  Pat  Oyebi  (&  Drumbusters) , Stilwell,  OK 

Host  Drum:  Blackbirds,  Norman,  OK 

Host  Gourd  Dance  Clan:  Cedar  Lodge 

Color  Guard:  Seminole  Nation  Color  Guard 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Keven  Haywahe,  Carry  the  Kettle,  SK 

Honorary  Head  Man  Dancer:  Cliff  Wilson,  Broken  Bow,  OK 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  Julie  Deerinwater,  Tahlequah,  OK 

Miss  Indian  Oklahoma 

Honorary  Head  Lady  Dancer:  Natalie  Jefferson,  Broken  Bow,  OK 
Arena  Director:  Micky  Weryackwe,  Broken  Bow,  OK 

$ Contest  Categories  $ 

(Combined) 

Men's  Traditional  & Straight 

Men's  Fancy  - Grass 

Ladies  Buckskin  - Cloth 

Ladies  Fancy  - Jingle 

Teen  Boys  Traditional  - Straight 

Teen  Boys  Fancy  - Grass 

Teen  Girls  Buckskin  - Cloth 

Teen  Girls  Fancy  - Jingle 

Jr.  Boys  Traditional  - Straight 

Jr.  Boys  Fancy  - Grass 

Jr.  Girls  Buckskin  - Cloth 

Jr.  Girls  Fancy  - Jingle 

Tiny  Tots  Cash  Contest: 

Sponsored  by  Dennis  and  Faith  Parra 
All  Drums  Welcome 
Arts  & Crafts  Invited: 

Booths:  $25.00 
Provide  Own  Table  & Chairs 
Contact:  Dennis  Parra  (405)  584-3703 

Monica  Billy  (405)  584-2324 

Special  Invitation  to: 

All  Native  American  Seniors 


All  Native  American  High  School  Clubs 
All  Princesses 
Raffles  - Donations  Welcome 

AILYC  not  responsible  for  accidents,  injury  or  theft 

Security  Provided 

Concessions:  AILYC 

Drugs  and  Alcohol  Prohibited 

SPECIAL  HOTEL  RATES  Available:  Broken  Bow  Inn 
Ask  for:  "Pow-Wow  Rate" 

For  More  Information,  Contact: 

Micky  Weryackwe  (405)  584-5491 
Curtis  Billy  (405)  584-2324 


Date:  13  Mar  1997  14:59:32  -0500 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 

Sub j : USA/CO-Northern  Colorado  Intertribal  Pow-wow  Assoc. 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

These  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  by  the  Native  Events  Calendar 
Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


Northern  Colorado  Intertribal  Pow-wow  Assoc. 

04/19/1997 

State:  CO  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Northern  Colorado  Intertribal  Pow-wow  Association  Inc. 

5th  Annual  Spring  Contest  Pow-wow 
April  19-20,  1997 

Northside  Aztlan  Community  Center,  112  E.  Willow,  Ft.  Collins  CO 
"Honoring  Our  Veterans" 

Honor  Guard  - American  Indian  Veterans  of  Colorado 

Spiritual  Advisor  - 3ohn  Pretty  on  Top,  Crow 

Announcer  - George  Howell,  Pawnee/Cheyenne 

Head  Gourd  Dancer-  Allen  Mose,  Navajo 

Head  Man  Dancer  - Vernon  Harragarra,  Otoe-Missouria 

Head  Woman  Dancer-  A. 3.  Gillette  No  Braid,  Arikara 

Head  Boy  Dancer  - Lewis  Perkins,  Witchita/Comanche/Choctaw 

Head  Girl  dancer  - Diana  Grant,  Ponca/Otoe-Missouria 

Arena  Director  - Kenny  Shane,  Crow/Shawnee 

Security  - American  Indian  Movement  Security 

Host  Northern  Drum  - NightHawk  Singers,  Montana 

Host  Southern  Drum  - Yellowhammer , Oklahoma 

Special  Guest  Drums-  Denver  Singers,  Colorado 

- Eagle  Mountain  Singers,  S. Dakota 

- Eagle  Plume  Singers,  Colorado 

- Red  Spirit  Singers,  Utah 
Pow-wow  Info:  3an  at  (970)  223-4356 
Vendors  Info:  Meg  at  (970)  663-1377  ex  2387 

Public  Invited!  Free  Admission!  Bring  your  own  chairs 


25th  Annual  Symposium  on  the  American  Indian 
4/1/1997 

State:  OK  Country:  USA  Type:  Conference 

The  25th  Symposium  on  the  American  Indian  is  a 
week  of  activities  (April  1-5)  that  focuses  on  the 
accomplishments  and  contributions  of  the  American 
Indian  People.  Activities  include:  Academic 
lectures  and  workshops;  Indian  Symposium  Run;  Arts 
and  crafts  show;  American  Indian  contemporary 
fashion  show;  Productions  by  American  Indian 
performers;  American  Indian  Book  Display;  two-day 


Intertribal  pow-wow. 


25th  Annual  Symposium  on  the  American  Indian 
4/1/1997 

State:  OK  Country:  USA  Type:  Conference 

25th  Annual  Symposium  on  the  American  Indian 

"IN  RETROSPECT" 

Northeastern  State  University 
Tahlequah,  Oklahoma 
April  1-5,  1997 
SATURDAY,  March  29 
Indian  Symposium  Run 
TUESDAY,  April  1 
First  Nations  Festival 
(outdoor  activities) 

WEDNESDAY,  April  2 - Friday,  April  4 
Lectures  and  presentations.  Speakers  include: 
Larry  Echo  Hawk  (Pawnee);  Seidel  Standing  Elk 
(N.  Cheyenne);  George  Blue  Spruce  (San  Juan/ 
Laguna  Pueblo);  Joseph  M.  Marshall  (Rosebud 
Sioux);  Lydia  Wyckoff;  Lee  Francis  (Laguna 
Pueblo);  Gregory  H.  Bigler  (Euchee);  Cornel 
Pewewardy  (Comanche/Kiowa);  Drew  Edmondson; 
Michael  Yellow  Bird  (Sahnish/Hidatsa) ; Virginia 
Stroud  (Cherokee/Creek) 

SATURDAY,  April  5 
Intertribal  Pow-wow 

$500  Winner  takes  all.  Traditional  Dancer 
$500  Winner  takes  all.  Fancy  Dancer 
Head  Ceremonial  Singer  - Jerome  Tahhahwah 
Head  Gourd  Dancer  - Melvin  Kerchee  Jr. 

Head  Fancy  Dancer  - Kevin  Connywerdy 

Head  Traditional  Dancer  - Cricket  Shields 

Head  Grass  Dancer  - Willie  RedElk 

Head  Straight  Dancer  - Frank  Suminski 

Head  Lady  - Carla  Wildcat 

Host  Gourd  Clan  - Comanche  War  Scouts 

Arena  Director  - Creighton  Moore 


SOCIAL  GATHERING  AND  POW-WOW 
3/15/1997 

State:  AZ  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

AIM,  ARIZONA  CHAPTER  IN  COOPERATION  WITH  THE  AIM  GRAND  COUNCIL 
PROUDLY  ADDS  TO  THE  AGENDA  OF  THE  GRAND  COUNCIL  MEETING: 

IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF  CRAZY  HORSE 
SOCIAL  GATHERING  AND  POW-WOW 
DEDICATED  TO  LEONARD  PELTIER 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  15TH,  1997 

AT  THE  BALLPARK  IN  GUADALUPE,  ARIZONA 

TENTATIVE  START  TIME  5:00  P.M. 

SPECIAL  APPEARANCE  BY  STEVEN  SEGAL 

A SPECIAL  APPEARANCE  BY  FLOYD  "RED  CROW"  WESTERMAN  WILL  PROBABLY  BE 
CANCELLED  DUE  TO  MR.  WESTERMAN' S CURRENT  RECUPERATION  FROM  HEART 
SURGERY  THIS  EVENT  IS  SPONSORED  BY  THE  AIM  GRAND  COUNCIL  & 

AIM,  ARIZONA  CHAPTER  DUE  TO  THE  TRADITIONAL  NATURE  OF  THE  YACQUI 
PEOPLE  OF  GUADALUPE  NO  CAMERAS  (STILL  OR  VIDEO)  WILL  BE  ALLOWED  AT 
THIS  EVENT. 

**********INF0RMATI0N  REGARDING  FLOYD  "RED  CROW"  WESTERMAN******** 

MR.  WESTERMAN  IS  CURRENT  RECUPERATING  FROM  SUCCESSFUL  HEART  SURGERY  AT 
SAN  PEDRO  HOSPITAL.  HE  IS  IN  THE  CRITICAL  CARE  UNIT  AND  THEREFORE, 


CANNOT  RECEIVE  FLOWERS.  HOWEVER,  CARDS  AND  LETTERS  CAN  BE  SENT  TO 

CRITICAL  CARE  UNIT 

FLOYD  "RED  CROW"  WESTERMAN 

SAN  PEDRO  HOSPITAL 

1300  W.  7TH  ST. 

SAN  PEDRO,  CA.  90732 
(310)  832-3311 


Choctaw-Apache  Fourth  Annual  Traditional  PowWow 
5/18/1997 

State:  LA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 


May  17-18,  Ebarb  Louisiana,  70  miles  south  of  Shreveport, 


Headman 

Headlady 

Head  Gourd  Dancer 
Emcee 

Arena  Director 
Drum 


Rodney  Poncho, 

Lori  Barham 
Marvin  Johnson 
Walter  Celsstine 
Thomas  Muskrat 

Southern  Singers,  Anadarko  Ok 
For  More  Info  Contact  the  Tribal  Office  at  318-645-2588 
No  Drugs  Or  Alcohol  Allowed. 

Tribal  Security  Will  be  on  the  Grounds. 


LA 


Circle  of  Honor  Pow  Wow 
11/1/1997 

State:  IL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 


Native  American  Student  Organization's 
2nd  Annual  "Circle  of  Honor  Pow  Wow"  at  the 
University  of  Illinois  at  Champaign/Urbana 
Grand  Entries  at  1pm  and  7pm 

Vendors,  drums,  dancers,  or  advertisers  for  our 
pow  wow  brochure  contact: 

Bill  Winneshiek  at  217  344-6419  or 
email : winneshi@students . uiuc . edu 
Brian  Rainer  at  217  333-4714  or 
email:  b-rainer@staff.uiuc.edu 


4th  Annual  Halifax  Area  Traditional  Native  American  Festival 
7/20/1997 

State:  PA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

4th  Annual  Halifax  Area  Traditional  Native  American  Festival 
on  the  grounds  of  Lake  Tobias  Wildlife  Park,  Halifax,  PA 
Duly  19/20  1997 

Drums:  Lenape  Red  Thunder,  New  Buffalo,  Roaring  River  Singers  & 
Voices  in  the  Wind  (all  female  drum  group) 

Head  Dancers:  Female:  Anna  Bear  Heart,  Male:  Larry  Blue  Bear 

MC:  Ron  "Snow  Owl"  Flood 

Sat.  Duly  19,  1997,  Grand  Entry  12  Noon 

Sunday  Duly  20,  1997,  Grand  Entry  12  Noon 

Admission:  Adults  $4.00,  Children  under  12  $2.00 

For  more  information,  call  Faith  Miller  (717)  362-3595  or 

Rain  Bear  (717)627-1077 


Fifth  American  Indian  Festival 
4/26/1997 

State:  MD  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Fifth  American  Indian  Festival 

April  26,  1997  - 11  AM  to  6 PM 

Dancers  Lecturers,  Traders  and  foods 

Admission  Free 

Drum:  Cades  Gap 

Blanket  money  for  dancers 


Location,  Conowingo  Visitors  Center,  Conowingo  Dam,  Maryland 
Silver  Otter  Enterprises:  Linda  Coates 
Sponsored  by  PECO  Energy 


ANNUAL  OPERATION  EAGLE  Powwow 
4/12/1997 

State:  OK  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Washington  County  Fair  Building 
Dewey,  Oklahoma 

Head  Singer:  Arlan  Litefoot 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Bruce  Martin 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  Red  Day  Thomas 

Head  Little  Boy  Dancer:  Bear  Tompkins 

Head  Little  Girl  Dancer:  Kristin  Morrison 

Princess:  Martina  Thomas 

Host  Northern  Drum:  Red  Land 

MC:  Terry  Adams 

Arena  Director:  Ray  Thompkins 

Host  Gourd  Clan:  Lenape  Gourd  Dance  Society 

NOTES:  All  Contestants  must  dance  in  the  Grand  Entry! 

All  Specials  must  be  from  1pm  - 7:30pm. 

ARTS  & CRAFTS:  OPERATION  EAGLE 

Furnish  own  tables  Concession  STand 

*****$1.5.00  Fee*** 

NO  FOOD  BOOTHS 

Admittance  is  Free**********Come  loin  the  Fun 
For  more  information  call  or  write: 

Lilly  Tyner  Arts  & Crafts 

Operation  Eagle  Kelly  Hainline 

1536  S.  Keeler,  McKinley  School  (918)333-1121 
Bartlesville,  OK  74003 
(918)337-0130  or  (918)337-0138 

OPERATION  EAGLE  AND/OR  THE  BARTLESVILLE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  ARE 
NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  ACCIDENTS  OR  THEFTS! 


First  Nations  Ways  symposium 
3/20/1997 

State:  ON  Country:  Canada  Type:  Conference 

We  would  like  to  inform  you  about  the  First  Nations  Ways  symposium 
which  is  taking  place  in  Ottawa  on  March  the  20th.  It  is  sponsored 
by  Arts  for  Schools  and  Communities  (MASC). 

The  symposium  is  designed  for,  but  not  limited  to,  students  of  all 
heritages,  grades  11  - O.A.C.  (grades  12  and  13)  Group  and  class 
registrations  are  welcome. 

Participants  will  spend  a day  with  Odawa  Pipe  Carrier  Wilfred 
Peltier  and  other  elders,  living  and  learning  something  of  the 
traditional  beliefs  and  customs  of  Canada's  Native  Peoples.  It  will 
be  a unique  learning  and  sharing  opportunity. 

The  symposium  takes  place  on  Thursday  March  20,  1997  at  Lakeside 
Gardens,  Brittania  Park,  Ottawa  from  9:00  to  9:30  pm. 

Registration  is  limited  to  75,  so  those  interested  should  register 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  Fee  is  only  $15.  Cheques  should  be  made 
out  to  MASC. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  : 

Esther  Vangennip 
dhl99@f reenet . carleton . ca 


Earth  Week  97 
4/26/1997 

State:  IL  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

Sauk  Valley  Community  College  invites  Native  American  artists  and 
crafters  to  participate  in  our  Earth  Week  97.  The  college  is  located 


on  a 140  acne  site  on  the  Rock  River  in  northwestern  Illinois. 

We  are  about  100  miles  west  of  Chicago,  90  miles  east  of  the  Quad 
Cities,  50  miles  south  of  Rockford. 

Dates:  April  23  - 26,  1997  at  Sauk  Valley  Community  College, 

173  IL  Rt.2,  Dixon,  IL  61021.  815/288-5511  ext.  203. 

This  is  the  fifth  annual  event  we  have  sponsored.  Our  college  is 
designed  kind  of  like  a huge  shopping  center  with  an  east  and  west 
mall  --  all  under  one  roof.  We  role  out  the  red  carpet  for  our 
vendors  during  the  observance.  It  is  an  opportunity  for  artists  and 
crafters  to  display,  teach  about  and  sell  their  work  in  a very 
pleasant,  dry,  wind-free  environment  in  April  before  the  weekend 
festivals  and  pow  wows  really  get  rolling.  We  charge  a modest  fee 
($35=one  day,  $40=two  days,  $45  for  three  or  more  days.  We  do  not 
collect  a percentage  of  the  sales.  For  more  information  visit  the 
"upcoming  Events"  section  of  SVCC's  Web  Page: 

http://www.svcc.cc.il.us  or  e-mail  back  to  me  if  you  would  like  an 
information  packet  sent  out  to  you. 
woodhoj@svcc . cc . il . us  (3an  Woodhouse) 


Spring  Competition 
3/30/1997 

State:  AZ  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
NORTHERN  ARIZONA  UNIVERSITY  & 

COCONINO  HIGH  SCHOOL  SPRING  COMPETITION  POW-WOW 
March  29  & 30,  1997 
Coconino  High  School 
Flagstaff,  Arizona 

HOST  NORTHERN  DRUM  HOST  SOUTHERN  DRUM 

Shadow  Prey  Deddito,  AZ  Southern  Medicine  Window  Rock,AZ 

Admission:  Two  Day  Pass-  Adults  $8.00  Students  $5.00 

One  Day  Pass-  Adults  $5.00  Students  $3.00 

SENIOR  CITIZENS,  CHILDREN  6 AND  UNDER  ARE  FREE 

ARTS  AND  CRAFTS  TABLES  $50.00  ONE  DAY  $75.00  TWO  DAYS 

DRUM  CONTEST 

WOMEN'S  FANCY  SHAWL  SPECIAL 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  (520)527-8827, 

OR  EMAIL  sc9@dana.ucc.nau.edu 


Spirit  Four  Indian  Center  Contest  Pow  Wow 
4/20/1997 

State:  KS  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

April  19  & 20  1997 
Washburn  University 
Whiting  Fieldhouse 
Topeka,  Kansas 
$5,000  In  Prize  Money 
Head  Staff: 

Host  Drum  : Little  Soldier  Creek  Singers 

Head  Man  Dancer  : Issac  Shuckahosee  Dr.  - Tama,  Iowa 

Head  Lady  Dancer  : TBA 

Master  Of  Ceremonies  : Ray  Kingfisher  - Hiawatha,  Kansas 
Arena  Director  : David  Knoxsah  - Horton,  Kansas 
Pow  Wow  Info. 

Don  Mzhickteno 
(913)  843-1595 
Evening  Hours 
Vender  Info. 

Robert  Shuckahosee 
(913)  235-8032 
Evening  Hours 


Oglala  Lakota  Vietnam  Veterans  Pow-wow 


6/8/1997 

State:  SD  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
Dune  2-8 

Pine  Ridge  South  Dakota 

This  year  will  be  special  for  the  pow-wow  mainly  because  it  is 
the  10th  anniversary  of  our  and  we  are  trying  to  bring  the 
Vietnam  Veterans  Moving  Wall  to  this  pow-wow. 

Many  of  our  elderly  would  like  to  see  this  wall  and  remember 
their  loved  ones  who  died  while  trying  to  serve  our  country. 

In  the  past  all  of  the  pow-wow  expenses  have  been  taken  care 

of  by  donations,  but  we  are  expecting  much  larger  crowds  this  year. 

Special  arrangements  are  also  necessary  to  bring  the  wall  here. 

All  of  this  has  increased  our  need  for  more  funds.  We  are 
requesting  a donation  or  sponsorship  from  any  persons  or 
organizations.  We  would  appreciate  your  donation  small  or  large. 

If  you  are  able  to  help,  please  except  our  "Wopila  Tanka"  (Big 
Thanks!).  The  Vietnam  Veterans  Association  has  managed,  with  the 
help  of  people  like  you  to  keep  this  event  going  for  the  past  10 
years.  You  may  send  your  donation  to  the  following  persons: 

Oglala  Lakota  Vietnam  Veterans 
PO  Box  710 

Pine  Ridge,  So.  Dak.  57770 
C/0  Mary  or  Dennifer  Irving 
OR 

Oglala  Lakota  Vietnam  Veterans 
1221  Midway  St. 

Rapid  City,  South  Dakota  57701 
C/0  Eileen  or  Dennilee  Bissonette 
We  need  to  raise  $9,918.76  just  for  the  moving  wall  display. 

But  if  you  know  of  a veteran  in  your  family  and  would  like  to 
sponsor  a category  in  our  dance  contest  you  can  also  do  this. 

In  Memory  or  In  Honor 
For  more  information: 

Contact  Vernon  Stands  at  the  following  phone  numbers: 

(605)  867-1265  or  (605)  867-5409  evenings. 

I would  like  to  invite  any  Vietnam  Veterans  out  there  to  come  and 
take  part  in  the  10th  anniversary  of  this  Pow-Wow!! 

Wopila  Tanka!  All  my  relations!! 

Dennilee  M.  Bissonette 

Miss  Oglala  Lakota  Vietnam  Veterans  Princess 


27th  Annual  Pow  Wow 
3/15/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

California  State  University  of  Long  Beach 

27th  Annual  Pow  Wow 

Long  Beach,  CA 

March  15th  & 16th,  1997 

All  dancers  and  drums  welcomed!  For  more  information,  please  call 
the  american  indian  student  council  at  (310)  985-4963. 


Inter-tribal  Student  Council  25th  Anniversary 
3/23/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Cal  State  Fullerton's  Inter-tribal  Student  Council  25th  Anniversary 
Fullerton,  CA 

March  22  & 23,  1997  Saturday,  noon-10pm  & Sunday,  noon-7pm 
Sponsored  by  Inter-Tribal  Student  Council,  AICA  & ASI 
Head  Staff: 

MC  - Dan  Tom  (Pomo/Paiute) 

Arena  Director  - RandyAngeles  (Tarasan) 


Northern  Host  Drum  - Soldier  Boyz 
Southern  Host  Drum  - The  SoonerNation 

Head  Man  Dancer  - Thomas  Parrilla  (Apache/Tobono  O'Odham) 
Head  Woman  Dancer  - Liz  Whipple  (Navajo/Sioux) 

Head  Man  Gourd  Dancer  - Larry  Brown  (Apache) 

Head  Boy  Dancer  - Christopher  Quan  (Zuni/Lakota/Otoe) 

Head  Girl  Dancer  - Amanda  Campos  (Kiowa) 

Head  Dudge  - Phyllis  Big  Left  Hand  (Cheyenne) 

Coordinator  - Chris  Sandoval  (Acjacjemen) 

Free  Admission 

For  more  information  call  Chris  Sandoval  at  (714)  545-5135 


HEALING  THE  EARTH  POW  WOW 
4/13/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Cal  Poly  Pomona's  2nd  annual, 

HEALING  THE  EARTH  POW  WOW 
Cal  State  Pomona 
Pomona,  CA 

April  12-13  (subject  to  change) 

All  staff  - TBA 

for  more  info,  and/or  vendor  info,  call: 
Fern  Mathias  (213)  257-2246 


Haskell  Indian  Art  Market 
3/12/1997 

State:  KS  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

Lawrence  Indian  Arts  Show 
Ninth  Annual  Haskell  Indian  Art  Market 
Haskell  Indian  Nations  University 
September  13  & 14,  1997 

Establish  and  promote  an  annual,  two  day  Indian 
Art  Market  on  the  campus  of  Haskell  Indian  Nations  University. 
Encourage  the  display  and  sale  of  Native  American  Art. 
Encourage  the  performances  and  demonstrations  of 
traditional  art  forms  by  Native  American  Artists. 

150  Booth  spaces  available  on  a first  come,  first 
served  basis. 

For  Further  Information  and  official  entry  form, 
please  write: 

Haskell  Indian  Art  Market 
Haskell  Indian  Nations  University 
155  Indian  Ave.  #5004 
Lawrence,  KS.  66046 
Phone:  (913)  749-8467 


The  Harvard  Foundation  for  Intercultural  and  Race  Relations 
4/5/1997 

State:  MA  Country:  USA  Type:  Conference 

American  Minorities  in  Science,  Engineering  and  Mathematics  in 
the  Twenty-First  Century 

April  4-5,  1997,  Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts 
Conference  Agenda 
Friday,  April  4 

11:00-12:15  Registration,  Science  Center 

12:30-2:30  Honorary  luncheon  and  reception  for  keynote  speaker: 

Dr.  Shirley  Ann  Jackson,  Chairman  of  the  United  States 
Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission,  Pforzheimer  House 
3:00-5:00  Graduate/undergraduate  research  talks.  Science  Center 
5:00-5:45  Dinner  break  (dinner  available  for  visiting  students  in 
Loker  Commons) 

Science  Education  and  Training  for  African  American  Youth 


6:00-7:45 


Seeking  New  Opportunities  in  the  Twenty-First  Century 
Panelists:  Dr.  John  Allen,  North  Carolina  A & T State 
University;  Dr.  Harold  Amos,  Harvard  Medical  School;  Dr. 
Shirley  Ann  Dackson,  U.S.  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission; 

Dr.  Ambrose  Dearld,  Northeast  Fisheries  Science  Center; 

Dr.  Kenneth  Manning,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology; 
Dr.  Kennedy  Reed,  Lawrence  Livermore  National  Laboratory; 
Dr.  Dean  Stanley,  Wellesley  College;  Dr.  S.  Allen  Counter, 
Associate  Professor  of  Neuroscience  (moderator).  Institute 
of  Politics,  Dohn  F.  Kennedy  School  of  Government,  Harvard 
8:00  Student  Social 

Saturday,  April  5 

University;  Dr.  Harold  Amos,  Harvard  Medical  School;  Dr. 
Shirley  Ann  Dackson,  U.S.  Nuclear  Regulatory  Commission; 

Dr.  Ambrose  Dearld,  Northeast  Fisheries  Science  Center; 

Dr.  Kenneth  Manning,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology; 
Dr.  Kennedy  Reed,  Lawrence  Livermore  National  Laboratory; 
Dr.  Dean  Stanley,  Wellesley  College;  Dr.  S.  Allen  Counter, 
Associate  Professor  of  Neuroscience  (moderator).  Institute 
of  Politics,  Dohn  F.  Kennedy  School  of  Government,  Harvard 
8:00  Student  Social 

Saturday,  April  5 

Greenhouse  Cafe,  Science  Center 
2:00-2:50  Workshops,  Science  Center 

a.  "Networking  in  Science:  Contacts,  Advice,  Guidance  and 
Support  Seminar" 

b.  "In  the  Classroom:  Challenges  and  Successes  for  Women 
in  Science  Academics" 

c.  "Strategies  for  Presenting  Your  Research" 

d.  "The  Future  of  Scientific  Endeavors  in  Developing 
Nations" 

e.  "Taking  the  GRE's" 

3:00-5:00  Science  Education  and  Training  for  Native  American, 

Latino/Hispanic,  and  Asian  American  Youth:  Seeking  New 
Opportunities  in  the  Twenty-First  Century.  Panelists 
include:  Dr.  Walter  Frontero,  Harvard  Medical  School;  Dr 
Howard  Hu,  School  of  Public  Health,  Harvard  University;  Mr. 
Luis  Martinez,  doctoral  candidate  in  Chemistry,  Harvard 
University;  Dr.  Doseph  Montoya,  Harvard  University;  Dr. 
Yvette  Roubideaux,  MPH  candidate.  Harvard  School  of  Public 
Health;  Ms  Carol  Tomlinson,  doctoral  candidate  in  Biology, 
Harvard  University;  Dr.  S.  Allen  Counter,  Associate 
Professor  of  Neuroscience  (moderator)  Science  Center 
5:00  Closing  Remarks 


Spirit  of  the  Wolf  Pow-Wow 
6/8/1997 

State:  MA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
Dune  7 and  8,  1997 

Saima  Park,  Fitchburg,  Massachusetts 
Saturday  10  AM  - 6 PM  Sunday  10  AM  - 6 PM 
Host  Drum  --  Otter  Trail  and  other  invited  drums 
Also  Featuring 

Live  Wolves  - Wolf  Talk,  Intertribal  Dancing  and 
Singing,  Native  American  Artists,  Storyteller  - 
Loril,  MoonDream,  Educational  Exhibits, 

Tipi  Village  & much  more 

For  more  information,  call  508  345-9944 

or  visit  http://www.weblabs.com/wolf 


Date:  Fri,  14  Mar  1997  13:07:32  -0700 
From:  Christopher  claude  toya  <ctoya@UNM. EDU> 
Subject:  KIVA  CLUB  (UNM)  POW  WOW 


Here's  a message  to  all  the  skins  out  there. 

The  KIVA  CLUB  at  the  University  of  New  Mexico  will  be  hosting 
a benefit  Pow  Wow  that  Friday  of  the  AISES  Region  III  Conference. 

The  KIVA  CLUB  is  a non  profit  organization  chartered  since  1955. 

The  Club's  goal  is  recruitment  and  retention  of  Native  American 
students  here  at  UNM.  The  Club  is  open  to  Native  Americans  and 
Non-Natives  who  are  interested  in  the  goals  and  interests  of  the 
organization.  This  year  we  have  about  50  members  representing  over  10 
nations  of  respected  Native  peoples  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  this  event  and  would  like  to  invite  all 
AISES  members  to  celebrate  with  the  KIVA  CLUB  at  the  Pow  Wow. 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  MEXICO  CELEBRATES  NIZHONNI  DAYS  POW  WOW 
FRIDAY,  APRIL  18TH,  1997 
1 PM  - 7 PM 
UNM  DOHNSON  FIELD 
HEAD  MAN  - BRUCE  KLINEKOLE  III 
(APACHE/COMANCHE) 

HEAD  LADY  - HEATHER  HOHNSON 

( ALABAMA/ COUSHATTA) 

M.C.  & A. D.  - BRUCE  KLINEKOLE  II 
HOST  SOUTHERN  DRUM  - ALLIANCE  WEST 
HOST  NORTHERN  DRUM  - BLACK  EAGLE 
GOURD  DANCING  - 1 - 3 PM 
GRAND  ENTRY  - 4 PM 

ALL  DANCERS,  DRUMS,  VENDORS  WELCOME!! 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  CALL: 

KIVA  CLUB 

AMERICAN  INDIAN  STUDENT  SERVICES 
MESA  VISTA  HALL  RM.  1119 
ALBUQUERQUE,  NM  87131 
(505)277-6343  OR  277-3550 
ctoya@unm . edu 
goobers@unm.edu 

UNM  AND  KIVA  CLUB  NOT  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THEFT,  ACCIDENTS,  YOUR  SNAG 
TAKING  OFF  WITH  SOMEONE  ELSE,  AND  NOT  BEING  ASKED  TO  A 49. 
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Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative,  3oe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Smith, 

Gigi  Porter  and  Reggie  Bannister  via  Fred  Sinkevich,  Suzan  Horovitch, 
Michael  S.  Mease/Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers,  Sharon  Saari  via  Nokwisa  Yona 
Mark  Irwin  via  Karen  D.  Gould,  Larry  Kibby,  Ellen  Swaney  via  David  0.  Born 
3.  Paulson/translation  for  South  and  Meso  American  Indian  Rights  Center, 
Debra  F.  Sanders,  Paul  Antone  via  Don  Rayment,  Marcia  F.  Simon/Prison  News 
Vanessa  Dietz/The  Daily  Mining  Gazette  via  Laurie  Anne  Whitt,  lanet  Smith 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  20  March  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Fri,  14  Mar  1997  01:44:46  -0500 
From:  sahtu@aol.com 


Sub j : UC  Berkeley  Pow  Wow  (19  April  1997) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ As  announced  in  a recent  article,  NATIVE-L  will  no  longer  be  carrying 
pow  wow  announcements.  Please  see  Shane  Caraveo's  "Native  Events 
Calendar"  system  at  "http://www.caraveo.com/native/"  in  future  to 
post  and  read  such  announcements.  --Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

UC  Berkeley  Pow  Wow 

Saturday,  April  19,  1997 

10  am  to  6 pm 

Gourd  Dancing:  10  am 

Grand  Entry:  12  Noon 

MC:  Dennis  Dennings 

Arena  Director:  Earl  Neconie 

Host  Northern:  Wild  Horse  Singers 

Host  Southern:  No  Name  Drum 

Head  Woman:  Dalyah  Pediguerra 

Head  Man:  TBA 

Vendor  Booth  Space  Still  Available! 

For  Vendor  Info  Contact: 

Christine  at  (510)664-0526  or  dazednuc@uclink4.berkeley.edu 
For  Other  Info  Contact: 

Ruth  Hopper  (510)642-6613  or  redcorn@uclink.berkeley.edu 


Date:  Sat,  15  Mar  1997  19:02:58  -0800 
From:  bhill@igc.apc.org  (Brian  Hill) 

Sub j : The  Other  Economic  Summit  (Denver,  20-22  Dune  1997) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Dear  Native  Americans  and  friends. 

As  you  may  know,  leaders  of  the  world's  seven  richest  nations 
will  hold  their  annual  Economic  Summit  in  Denver  this  year,  at 
which  time  they  will  undoubtedly  reaffirm  the  corporatist  policies 
which  they  represent. 

I am  writing  to  alert  you  that  The  Other  Economic  Summit  (TOES) 
will  also  happen  in  Denver  on  Dune  20-22.  This  event  will  provide 
an  opportunity,  as  it  has  in  12  of  the  past  13  years,  for 
practitioners  of  humane  and  sustainable  economics  to  reach  a wider 
audience  with  their  stories  and  to  learn  from  their  fellows. 

We  would  particularly  like  Dohn  Trudell,  Vine  Deloria,  Winona 
LaDuke  and  Marilyn  Youngbird  to  participate  with  music,  panel(s), 
sweats  and  displays. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  this  conference, 
attending,  presenting,  displaying  or  demonstrating  please  contact 
THE  OTHER  ECONOMIC  SUMMIT  (TOES) 

Suite  3C,  777  United  Nations  Plaza 
New  York,  New  York  10017 
Fax:  (212)  972-9878 
E-mail:  T0ES97@igc.apc.org 

Home  Page:  http://pender.ee.upenn.edu/~rabii/toes/ 

Sincerely, 

Brian  Hill,  Dir 

Institute  for  Cultural  Ecology 


Date:  Sat,  15  Mar  1997  21:34:24  GMT 
From:  afallis@indian.com  (Anne  Fallis) 

Sub j : 4th  Annual  Warrior  Society  Powwow  (Hawai' i/Maui  - end  of  May  '97) 

[ As  announced  in  a recent  article,  NATIVE-L  will  no  longer  be  carrying 
pow  wow  announcements.  Please  see  Shane  Caraveo's  "Native  Events 
Calendar"  system  at  "http://www.caraveo.com/native/"  in  future  to  post 
and  read  such  announcements.  --Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

Kent  Gearhiser  forwarded  the  following: 

^HAWAII  POWWOW  UPDATE* 

Intertribal  Council  of  Hawaii 


4th  Annual  Warrior  Society  Powwow 
May  24-25,  1997  Honolulu,  Hawaii 
May  31-Dune  1,  1997  Wailuku,  Maui 
10:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m. 

Aloha ! 

Mahalo  for  all  of  those  people  who  have  responded  to  my  emails,  visited 
other  webpages  or  visited  our  webpage  at 
ttp : //glrain . cic . net/hawapw. htm 

The  powwow  is  now  only  two  months  away.  Below  is  an  update  on  our 
powwow. 

Special  Guests:  Chief  Oliver  Red  Cloud,  Oglala  Lakota  and  his  family 
rom 

Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  and  actor  Steve  Reevis  of  "Last  of  the  Dogmen"  and 
"Geronimo".  The  Leader  of  the  Choctaw  Nation  is  also  tentatively 
scheduled 
to  visit. 

Headman  and  Headwoman:  Tom  Cain-Ojibwe  and  Vivian  Delgado-Yaqui  from 
North  Dakota. 

Host  Drum:  Haystack  Ramblers  from  Montana.  Donathan  Windyboy's  group. 
Visit  our  webpage  to  check  on  new  drums  coming  to  the  islands. 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Tom  Phillips 

The  weekend  following  the  Honolulu  powwow,  the  Intertribal  Council  of 
Hawaii's  (ICH)  Maui  chapter  will  be  celebrating  its  first,  and  Maui's 
first  powwow.  May  31-Dune  1,  to  be  held  at  the  so  plan  on  staying  for 
both  powwows  if  you  can.  Contact  Ron  Neal  on  Maui  at  (800)  832-0933 
for  more  information  or  Bill  Tiger  at  the  number  below. 

Our  Host  Family  Program  allows  visiting  dancers  and  drummers  to 
stay  with  ICH  members  to  cut  down  on  housing  expenses.  If  you  are 
interested  in  attending  and  would  like  to  stay  with  a Host  Family, 
please  contact  Bill  Tiger  at  (808)  947-3306  or  you  can  email  Wendy 
Schofield-Ching  at  beadmagic@aol.com  and  you  will  be  sent  a Host  Family 
form  to  fill  out  and  return. 

For  vendor  booth  information,  please  contact  Bill  Tiger  at 
(808)  947-3306  and  a form  will  be  sent  to  you. 

For  both  Honolulu  and  Maui  travel  information,  please  contact  our 
Host  Travel  Agency,  Mary  & Carol  Travel,  at  (808)  941-5033, 
fax  (808)  951-5019. 

They  would  be  more  than  happy  to  set  you  with  hotel  or  car/hotel 
packages  and  let  you  know  of  our  beautiful  island  paradise. 

We  hope  you  can  make  it  to  both  the  Honolulu  and  Maui  powwows 
this  year.  This  is  a great  opportunity  to  experience  the  indigenous 
cultures  of  the  Pacific. 

Please  contact  Bill  Tiger  at  (808)  947-3306  for  anything  and  everything 
you  need.  We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  here  in  Hawaii  and  don't 
forget  to  visit  our  website  at  http://glrain.cic.net/hawapw.htm 
Mahalo  Nui  Loa 
Kent  Gearhiser 


Date:  Tue,  11  Mar  1997  15:21:33  CST 

From:  wbabchuk@unlinfo.unl.edu  (Wayne  Babchuk) 

Sub j : Indigenous  Peoples  Symposium  (Lincoln,  Nebraska  - 8-9  April  '97) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

CONFERENCE  ANNOUNCEMENT 

Indigenous  Peoples:  An  International  Symposium  sponsored  by  the 
University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln,  the  University  of  Texas-Austin,  and 
the  University  of  Kansas,  will  be  held  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska  on 
April  8-9,  1997.  Walter  Echo-Hawk,  Native  American  Rights  Fund  senior 
staff  attorney,  is  featured  in  a general  session  in  conjunction  with 
the  E.N.  Thompson  Forum  on  World  Issues.  Megan  Biesele,  Anthropologist 
and  Senior  Lecturer  in  the  Department  of  Art  and  Art  History  at  the 
University  of  Texas-Austin  is  also  featured  and  will  give  a general 
session  titled  "Cultural  and  Resource  Rights  Issues  of  the  San  of 
Southern  Africa  since  1970." 


The  symposium  includes  three  panel  discussions  titled  "Human  Rights, 
Environment,  Development,  and  Self  Determination  Among  Indigenous  and 
African  Peoples,"  "Strategies  for  Empowerment:  Indigenous  Rights  and 
Resources  in  Latin  America,"  and  "Strategies  of  Political  Resistance 
Among  Native  Americans."  In  addition  to  these  panel  discussions  which 
include  over  17  individual  paper  presentations,  18  concurrent  session 
papers  will  also  be  presented  which  focus  on  wide  range  of  topics 
including  law,  education,  justice,  natural  resource  strategies  and 
other  environmental  issues,  economic  development,  religion,  cultural 
survival,  social  status  and  mobility,  grassroots  and  community 
organizing,  and  other  issues  related  to  indigenous  peoples  and  human 
rights . 

Presenters  representing  more  than  thirteen  institutions  and  eleven 
states  will  participate  in  this  two-day  conference.  Please  direct 
inquiries  to:  Academic  Conferences  and  Professional  Programs,  Division 
of  Continuing  Studies,  University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln,  Lincoln,  NE, 
68583-9600,  (402)  472-2844,  Fax:  (402)  472-9688,  E-mail:  acpp@unl.edu, 
WWW  URL  is  http://www.unl.edu/conted/acpp/ 


Date:  Thu,  13  Mar  1997  10:25:47  -0800 
From:  pamb@efn.org  (Pam) 

Sub j : Protest  Rally  at  Environmental  Law  Conference  (15  March) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

When:  SATURDAY,  MARCH  15 

Time:  9:00  A.M. 

Where:  UNIVERSITY  OF  OREGON,  in  front  of  the  LAW  SCHOOL 
near  12th  and  Kincaid  in  Eugene,  Oregon 
Why:  A _PEACEFUL_  rally  to  bring  awareness  of  the  destruction 

of  the  Land,  Water,  Air,  and  Native  American  Sacred  Sites. 
People  from  throughout  the  region  will  speak  about  the  impact  of 
the  destruction  taking  place  throughout  North  America,  Central 
and  South  America  and  the  rest  of  the  world. 


Date:  Fri,  14  Mar  1997  11:54:25  +0000 

From:  pduran@wsu.edu  (Phil  Duran  509/335-0445) 

Sub j : 22nd  Annual  Pah-Loots-Pu  Celebration  (Pullman,  WA,  5-6  April  1997) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ As  announced  in  a recent  article,  NATIVE-L  will  no  longer  be 
carrying  pow  wow  announcements.  Please  see  Shane  Caraveo's 
"Native  Events  Calendar"  system  at  "http://www.caraveo.com/native/" 
in  future  to  post  and  read  such  announcements. 

--Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

22nd  Annual  Pah-Loots-Pu  Celebration 
April  5-6,  1997 
Washington  State  University 
Beasley  Coliseum 
Pullman,  Washington 

HOST  DRUMS:  Black  Lodge,  Southern  Cree 
(All  drums  welcome) 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Otis  Halfmoon,  Allen  Slickpoo  3r. 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Russell  McCloud 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  Thea  RedBear 

Whip  Person:  lanie  Pond 

Floor  Manager:  Art  Scalplock 

SESSION  I:  Saturday,  April  5,  19 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Mar  26  00:04:00  1997 
Date:  Tue,  25  Mar  1997  20:07:41  -0800 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.013 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  NativeLit,  NativeWeb, 
INDIAN- ROOTS  & NATIVE-L  lists;  UUCP  and  genie  email; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

Newsgroups : co. general , soc . rights . human , alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Everything  I know  I learned  by  listening  and  watching.  Nowadays  people 
learn  out  of  books  instead.  Doctors  study  what  man  has  learned.  I pray 
to  understand  what  man  has  forgotten." 

Vernon  Cooper,  Lumbee 
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+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
t Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

i of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  I 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 


borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


ions  Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


Thomas  Crews  <tkc@primenet . com>  sends  the  folowing  request: 

At  no  time  in  our  history  as  it  been  more  important  for  all  people  to 
stand  together.  Once  again  the  Government  is  attempting  to  suppress 
the  sovereign  rights  of  Native  Americans.  The  target  this  time  is  the 
Native  American  gaming  conducted  on  Tribal  lands.  This  does  not  only 
affect  Native  Americans  but  in  California  alone  this  action  threatens  to 
cost  more  than  12,000  non-Native  Americans  their  jobs.  I encourage  you 
to  visit  http://www.primenet.com/~tobi  and  express  your  opinion  on 
Native  American  gaming  and  sovereign  rights  in  general.  Its  time  for 
our  government  to  once  again  become  responsive  to  ALL  Americans  not  just 
political  contributors  and  special  interest  groups. 


Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte . net>  sends  these  reminders: 
In  memory; 


3.20.1975 

3.21.1975 


3.26.1976 

3.27.1975 


3.30.1975 


Stacy  Cotter  - shot  to  death  in  an  ambush  at  Manderson. 

No  investigation. 

Edith  Eagle  Hawk  and  her  two  children-AIM  supporter  killed 
in  an  automobile  accident  after  being  run  off  the  road  by  a 
white  vigilante,  Albert  Coomes.  Coomes  was  also  killed  in 
the  accident.  Goon  Mark  Clifford  identified  as  having  also 
been  in  the  Coomes  car,  escaped. 

Investigation  closed  without  questioning  Clifford. 

Cleveland  Reddest  - AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle  by  "person  or 
persons  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

Jeanette  Bissonette  - AIM  supporter  killed  by  sniper  at 
Pine  Ridge.  Unsuccessful  attempt  to  link  AIM  members  to 
murder; 

no  other  investigation. 

Richard  Eagle  - grandson  of  AIM  supporter  Gladys  Bissonette 
killed  while  playing  with  loaded  gun  kept  in  the  house  as 
protection  from  Goon  attacks. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(+,+)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 

===w=w=== 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 


"RE:  Buffalo  Hysteria"  

Date:  Sat,  22  Mar  97  20:50  EST 

From:  Fred  Sin 

Sub j : buffalo  hysteria 

UUCP  email 

THE  LITTLE  DOC  WHO  CRIED  "BUFFALO"!!!! 

Montana  State  Veterinarian,  Clarence  Siroky,  claims  $40  billion 
reasons  to  slaughter  over  1,060  hungry  stragglers  (buffalo)  wandering 
past  Yellowstone  National  Park  boundaries  along  a natural  migration 
path,  centuries  old,  into  Gardiner,  Montana,  just  outside  the  Yellowstone 


boundary  gate  in  search  of  food. 

Doctor  Siroky,  nicknamed  "Dr.  Death"  by  opposing  environmental  forces, 
has  waged  a personal  campaign  of  hysteria,  proclaiming  to  the  local 
media  "Don't  bring  your  children  to  Yellowstone  this  summer"  as  he 
continues  to  claim  epedemic  risks  to  Park  visitors  of  Brucellosis, 
citing  he  too  is  a victim. 

However,  doctor  Siroky  does  not  state  the  verifiable  facts  which  are: 

1)  He  accidentally  injected  himself  with  a Brucellosis  strain  while 
vaccinating  cattle. 

2)  There  have  been  only  three  cases  of  Undulant  fever  ever  reported 
in  Montana,  himself  and  two  Elk  hunters  who  were  contaminated  while 
evicerating  elk  they  had  shot. 

Copies  of  official  letters  to  Dr.  Siroky  from  out  of  State  veterinarian 
directors  concerning  this  issue  (velure,  ND,  Coffman,  OR,  Thorpe,  SD, 
Hillman,  ID,  Meade  WA)  were  all  originally  written  Nov-Dec  1994,  over 
two  years  ago,  yet  suddenly  Dr.  Siroky  is  doing  a "Chicken  Little-the 
sky  is  suddenly  falling"  rhetoric,  insisting  the  Brucellosis  issue 
is  a critical  and  immediate  crisis  to  the  Montana  Cattle  industry  without 
provable  or  substantiating  scientific  facts  to  back  his  claims. 

Further  evidence  of  Dr.  Siroky' s irresponsible  actions  are  found  in 
an  April  '95  issue  of  "Montana  Stockgrower"  article,  "Brucellosis  in 
Humans"  in  which  he  is  quoted  as  saying  that  the  bacteria,  B.  Abortus 
can  be  contracted  by  a human  and  is  "incurable".  This  is  untrue. 

Undulant  fever,  the  human  form  of  Brucellosis,  is  treatable  with  a 
common  antibiotic,  tetracycline. 

Even  in  cows,  who  contract  Brucellosis,  only  the  first  calf  is  aborted. 
All  subsequent  calves  are  born  healthy. 

Dr.  Siroky  insists  the  public  can  contract  Brucellosis  by  the  mere 
inhalation  of  the  air  or  by  ingestion  of  the  meat  of  positive  animals. 
Following  this  logic,  does  this  mean  the  public  should  insist  that 
the  entire  state  of  Montana  be  quarantined?  According  to  Dr.  Siroky, 
it  should. 

If  the  meat  is  infected,  why  is  the  State  of  Montana  Department  of 
Livestock  contributing  infected  meat  to  Indian  Tribes  and  charitable 
organizations? 

Dr.  Siroky  further  states  that  milk  from  infected  animals  transmits 
the  disease,  yet  not  one  single  case  has  been  reported  from  either 
inhalation  of  air,  ingestion  of  meat  or  milk. 

Dr.  Siroky  has  even  stated  that  the  semen  from  the  bulls  could  drop 
on  the  ground  in  his  attempts  to  justify  the  killing  of  bulls  and  calves. 
It  is  impossible  for  males  to  transmit  this  disease,  yet  bulls  and 
calves  are  being  slaughtered. 

When  questioned  why  a focus  was  not  being  done  on  Montana  Elk,also 
proven  carriers,  he  responded  that  the  sero-positive  numbers  were  too 
small  to  be  considered,  yet  at  a verified  2%  sero-positive  rate  of 
120,000  state-wide  Elk  (official  government  count)  2,400  IS  in  fact  larger 
than  the  1,195  remaining  live  buffalo.  Thus,  they  should  be  considered  a 
high  public  risk. 

Elk  hunting  is  a major  economic  base  for  the  State  of  Montana.  Why 
aren't  Elk  also  being  shot  as  they  are  a higher  threat  to  the  Montana 
industry  feeding  out  of  the  same  troughs  and  eating  the  same  hay  as 
Montana  cattle,  and  certainly  breathing  the  same  air? 

The  Center  for  Disease  Control  in  Atlanta  has  taken  Brucellosis  off 
their  list  of  infectious  diseases,  stating  it  is  not  a significant 
health  threat.  Obviously  they  have  not  consulted  Dr.  Siroky,  who  appears 
to  be  an  expert  on  the  subject. 

USDA  also  obviously  has  not  spoken  to  Dr.  Siroky,  as  Federal  meat 
inspectors  approve  the  sale  of  meat  from  infected  animals  slaughtered  at 
packing  plants  regardless  of  their  sero-status. 

In  the  Grande  Teton  area  Yellowstone's  sister  park  area  former  Wyoming 
Governor  Cliff  Hansan,  states  he  has  raised  his  own  cattle  herd  side 
by  side  on  park  lands  with  Yellowstone  Bison  for  over  40  years  without 
a single  case  of  Brucellosis. 

Perhaps  the  public  should  heed  Dr.  Siroky' s dire  warnings  and  refuse 
to  visit  the  state  of  Montana  in  order  to  protect  their  families,  and 


be  sure  and  write  the  Governor  of  Montana  and  thank  him  for  Dr.  Siroky's 
warning. 

Even  the  Department  of  Livestock  is  unable  to  account  for  what 
potentially  according  to  their  own  estimates  could  amount  to  $4,163,072. 
Department  of  Livestock  Chief  Larry  Peterson  obviously  has  lost  some 
Buffalo.  His  figures  are  as  follows: 

Nat'l  Park  Service  Aerial  Count  3/11  shows  1,195  Buffalo  1,059  Killed 
Peterson  states:  532  Donated  from  552  SHOT.. Where  are  the  other  512? 

He  states  they  obtained  a total  receipt  of  $154,500  From  Public  Auction 
of  only  19  (his  figures)  which  is  a figure  of  $8,131.58  from  the  auction 
sale  of  each  of  the  19  he  claims  were  sold. 

Following  this  logic,  if  there  are  512  additional  buffalo  shot  which 
were  possibly  sold  at  an  average  then  of  $8,131,  where  is  the  $4,163,072 
of  revenue  this  should  have  brought  in  to  Dept  of  Livestock  coffers? 

Peterson  states  that  out  of  the  $154,500  he  knows  of  from  sale  receipt, 
he  paid  out  $35,000  in  "bills"  (slaughterhouse, haulers  and  contractors) 
and  put  $120,000  into  a "Special  Account"  in  the  DOL  for  "travel  and 
lodging  expenses  of  the  DOL".  He  is  at  present,  unable  to  account 
accurately  for  this  money  despite  repeated  requests  for  a breakdown 
stating  he  will  "look  at  it  after  all  of  this  settles  down  this  spring." 

Official  Distribution  of  Buffalo  reports  as  of  2/27/97  show  only  454 
Bison  were  distributed  not,  as  was  first  reported,  to  Native  Tribes, 
but  to  Christian  Church  Groups  as  well,  and  other  organizations  and 
private  individuals  with  no  criteria  written  as  to  what  "needy"  was  defined 
as . 

Again,  the  OFFICIAL  park  count  of  the  dead  buffalo  is  1,059.  DOL 
states  they  "shot'  552,  GAVE  AWAY  527,  auctioned  only  19,  used  one 
for  research.  We've  lost  alot  of  buffalo  somewhere. 

And  possibly  alot  of  money. 

Perhaps  the  loss  of  tourism  revenue  from  Dr.  Siroky's  hysterican 
ravings  might  prove  even  more  expensive. 

"Buffalogate" ? 

"RE : Way  to  go,  Delyla"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Mar  97  07:47:05  -0600 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " <jdkc@eden.com> 

Sub j : Way  to  go,  Delyla  ! 

UUCP  email 


Monday,  March  24,  1997,(c)1997  _The  Billings  Gazette_ 
http : //www. bigskywire . com/ gazette/ index . htm 
Woman  tries  to  fling  bison  entrails  on  Racicot 
Gazette  photo  by  3oe  Kolman 

Delyla  Wilson  of  Bozeman  was  arrested  Sunday  for  attempting  to  throw 
what  appeared  to  be  bison  guts  on  Gov.  Marc  Racicot,  standing,  and  other 
officials  Sunday.  Seated  in  the  foreground  is  U.S.  Agriculture  Secretary 
Dan  Glickman. 


To  all  supporters  of  the  Buffalo  Rescue  list: 

I heartily  applaud  Delyla  Wilson's  actions,  I only  wish  her  aim  were  better. 
I would  like  to  ask  each  and  every  one  of  you  to  help  her  out  with  the 
expense  she  and  her  husband  incurred.  She  had  to  post  a $510  bond  for  her 
protest . 

I am  collecting  money  to  help  off-set  this  expense.  If  you  agree  with  the 
protest  that  she  expressed  for  all  of  us,  then  send  what  you  can  to  help 
with  their  expense. 

Send  your  contribution  to: 


Delyla  Wilson  Fund 
c/o  D.D.K.  Chipps 


3900  C.R.  #123 
Round  Rock,  Tx.  78664 


"RE : Lady  with  Guts"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Mar  97  20:06:30  -0600 
From:  "3.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

Sub j : UPDATE  ON  THE  LADY  WITH  GUTS!  And  more  news 

UUCP  email 

UPDATE  ON  MARY  YARNS  aka  DELYLA  WILSON: 

I spoke  with  Mary  this  morning  to  personally  thank  her  for  her  courageous 
action.  She  is  dedicated  to  stopping  the  slaughter  of  the  buffalo.  I 
encourage  everyone  to  send  her  what  you  can  to  help  with  the  expenses.  This 
action  of  hers  cost  her  her  rent  money. 

As  far  as  effectiveness  goes,  her  bold  action  reached  newspapers  across  the 
country  and  did  more  to  help  bring  attention  to  this  issue  than  anything 
else  so  far.  She  is  a very  courageous  person  and  is  deserving  of  our 
support.  She  and  others  of  the  Buffalo  Advocacy  Group  (B.A.G.)  are  our 
front  line  activists.  And  this  arrest  has  sorely  depleted  their  funds. 

They  are  all  reaching  into  their  own  pockets  to  continue  their  protests. 

I implore  you  to  help  them  with  whatever  you  can  spare,  and  I assure  you 
that  this  money  is  being  used  to  stop  the  slaughter  of  the  buffalo  in  a very 
effective  way. 

Mary  Yarns  has  given  me  permission  to  post  her  address  and  phone  number  if 
any  of  you  would  like  to  personally  thank  her  and  send  her  your  support. 

There  is  a possibility  that  she  will  be  arrested  again  on  "trumped  up" 
felony  charges,  so  call,  or  write  her  and  tell  her  we  all  stand  behind  her 
and  will  help  her  in  whatever  way  we  can. 

Mary  Yarns  aka  Delyla  Wilson 
4880  S.  19th  Rd. 

Bozeman,  Montana  59715-9501 
(406)  586-9141 

You  can  send  her  and  B.A.G.  donations  directly,  or  to  me  and  I will  forward 
whatever  is  collected  to  them. 

My  address  is: 

3.D.K.  Chipps 

3900  C.R.  #123 

Round  Rock,  Tx.  78664 

Once  more  I urge  you  all  to  do  what  you  can  to  help  these  folks  out,  they 
are  doing  a fine  "frontline  job"  of  defending  the  buffalo. 

For  Immediate  Release 

March  23,  1997 

Contact:  Doan  Moody  202-682-9400  x220 

CONSERVATIONISTS  URGE  AGRICULTURE  SECRETARY  & GOVERNOR 
TO  TAKE  SPECIFIC  STEPS  TO  END  BISON  SLAUGHTER 

Gardiner,  MT  As  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Dan  Glickman  prepared  to  meet 
with  Montana  Governor  Marc  Racicot  and  a host  of  congressional  and  agency 
representatives  over  the  fate  of  Yellowstone's  bison  Sunday,  Defenders  of 
Wildlife  has  outlined  specific  steps  to  "stop  the  madness  of  bison 
slaughter. " 

We've  probably  spent  more  taxpayers'  money  on  killing  and  hazing  bison 
than  it  would  have  cost  to  buy  all  the  cattle  in  the  immediate  area,"  says 
Rodger  Schlickeisen,  President  of  Defenders.  "The  killing  has  been 
senseless;  the  smokescreen  used  to  justify  the  killing  has  been  the  threat 
of  brucellosis  spreading  from  bison  to  cattle  an  event  that  has  never  been 
documented  in  the  wild." 

The  Yellowstone  herd,  the  last  free-roaming  bison  herd,  has  been  cut  in 
half  this  winter  as  state  agents,  encouraged  by  the  USDA  Animal  Plant 
Health  Inspection  Service  (APHIS),  shot  or  sent  to  slaughter  more  than  a 
thousand  bison  as  the  animals  left  the  park  in  search  of  food. 


Schlickeisen  says,  "What  we  are  doing  here  on  the  doorstep  of  our 
nation's  premiere  parkland  does  not  make  sense  scientifically, 
economically,  or  socially.  Nonetheless,  collectively  our  state  and  federal 
government  agencies  seem  unable  to  unravel  their  tangled  web  of  competing 
interests  long  enough  to  fulfil  their  responsibilities  to  the  American 
people  and  to  responsible  wildlife  stewardship." 

In  short,  the  Defenders  president  said,  "If  APHIS  would  amend  their 
scientifically  unfounded  regulations,  the  other  federal  and  state  agencies 
could  work  cooperatively  to  find  a solution.  If  we  think  'outside  the  box, 

1 this  really  wouldn't  be  a difficult  problem  to  solve." 

In  the  short  term.  Defenders  urges  Secretary  Glickman  to: 

- Stop  APHIS  from  inappropriately  jeopardizing  Montana  or  other  states' 
brucellosis-free  status  based  upon  the  condition  of  their  wildlife  rather 
than  that  of  their  livestock. 

- Direct  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  to  transfer  cattle  grazing  leases  for 
forage  lands  critical  to  bison  to  alternative  forage  areas  for  this  year 
and  next. 

Defenders  urges  the  Governor  and  Secretary  to: 

- Direct  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  and  US  Department  of 
Agriculture  to  allow  for  the  shipping  of  appropriate  starving  bison  to  the 
Ft.  Belknap  or  other  appropriate  Native  American  facilities. 

Over  the  long  run.  Defenders  calls  upon  state  and  federal  agencies  to: 

- Research  and  use  brucellosis  vaccines  in  both  bison  and  cattle. 

- Ameliorate  the  impact  of  snowmobiles  in  Yellowstone  National  Park, 
where  snowmobile  trails  have  allowed  bison  to  exit  the  park  en  masse. 

- Develop  permanent  access  to  expanded  bison  winter  range. 

(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 

\ o ~ / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 

(A  A)  (Remember  Wounded  Knee) 

\*/  http://www.eden.com/~jdkc 

"RE : Buffalo  Slaughter  Alert"  

Date:  Thu,  20  Mar  97  20:27:10  -0600 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

Sub j : BUFFALO  SLAUGHTER  ALERT 

UUCP  email 

Bison  Advocacy  Project 
POB  7381  Missoula,  MT  59807 
(406)  728-5733 

bison@wildrockies.org  (or  e-mail  me  at  jbarnes@wildrockies.org) 

WEBSITE:  http://www.wildrockies.org. 

Today's  official  Winter  '96- '97  bison  kill-count:  1074 

Some  500-700  more  have  died  from  the  effects  of  this  harsh  winter: 

HALF  THE  YELLOWSTONE  BISON  HERD  IS  DEAD!!!! 

HELP  US  STOP  THE  BISON  SLAUGHTER!!!! 

--DAN  GLICKMAN,  SECRETARY  OF  AGRICULTURE  (USDA),  COMES  TO  YELLOWSTONE.  USDA 
RUNS  APHIS,  WHICH  THREATENS  MONTANA'S  BRUCELLOSIS-FREE  STATUS  IF  ALL  WILD 
BISON  AREN'T  KILLED 

There  will  be  a town  meeting  with  Secretary  Glickman  and  Montana  personnel 
on  Sunday,  March  23  at  2:30pm  at  the  Gardiner  School  in  Gardiner,  MT.  Be 
there  if  at  all  possible,  and  we  will  kick  off  a series  of  three  protests 
outside 
this  meeting. 

--PROTEST  IN  HELENA,  MONTANA  MARCH  24  ON  THE  CAPITOL  STEPS. 

--FORM  A BORDER  PATROL  ON  YELLOWSTONE'S  NORTHERN  BORDER  AT  GARDINER,  MT 
MARCH  25 

Anyone  willing  to  travel  to  Helena  and  Yellowstone  is  welcome  (urged)  to 
join  us.  Sorry  for  the  short  notice,  but  we  are  really  trying  hard  to  put 
this  together.  Anyone  in  Montana,  Idaho,  or  Wyoming  please  let  us  know 


about  the  extent  of  grassroots  support  we  can  expect.  For  more  info,  call 
Rocky  Mountain  Animal  Defense  at  303-449-4422  or  email: 
rosmarin@sobek.colorado.edu 

This  is  your  chance  to  do  something  about  one  of  the  most  egregious 
massacres  of  wildlife  this  century  has  seen. 

This  is  your  chance  to  yell  at  Montana's  merciless  murderer.  Governor  Marc 
Racicot . 

--Marc  Racicot  ordered  bison  killed  nearby  while  activists  and  Native 
American  spiritual  leaders  conducted  a sacred  ceremony  in  the  Park--just 
for  the  sake  of  disrespect. 

--Marc  Racicot  is  telling  deliberate  and  obvious  lies  to  concerned  people 
who  contact  him:  "a  majority  of  them  [bison]  have  become  infected  with 
brucellosis"--Marc  Racicot.  This  statement  is  completely  contradicted  by 
all  researchers,  including  the  state  veterinarian . 

--Marc  Racicot  and  his  paymasters,  the  cattle  industry,  want  one  thing--the 
elimination  of  wild  bison  as  competitors  with  taxpayer-subsidized  cattle  on 
public  lands.  And  an  end  to  the  inconvenience  of  wild  animals  to  landowners 
bordering  the  park,  such  as  the  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant  which 
demands  that  the  state  kill  all  bison  that  cross  onto  its  property,  and 
which  insisted  that  Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  a Native  elder  attmpting  to 
pray  over  a bison  carcass,  be  dragged  off  to  jail  to  await  trial  on 
criminal  tresspass  charges. 

DONATIONS  NEEDED:  Send  to  Bison  Advocacy  Project/Ecology  Center,POB  7381 
Missoula,  MT  59807. 

Give  these  demands  to  the  politicians  and  bureaucrats  below! 

--  Halt  the  bison  extermination  program. 

--  Cancel  cattle-grazing  leases  on  public  lands  around  Yellowstone. 

--  Allow  bison  to  travel  onto  such  state  and  federal  lands  as  they  choose. 
--  Transfer  bison  causing  damage  on  private  lands  to  tribal  quarantines  and 
incorporate  them  into  tribal  herds. 

--  Control,  testand  vaccinate  *cattle*  on  private  lands  in  the  Greater 
Yellowstone  Area. 

--  Transfer  management  of  Montana's  wild  bison  back  to  the  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks. 

--EMERGENCY  SITUATION  ONLY:  Feed  the  remaining  bison,  1)  to  keep  more  from 
being  killed;  and  2)  because  with  groomed  snowmobile  trails  facilitating 
bison  migration  and  a test,  slaughter,  tag,  truck,  shoot,  and  pen 
operation,  the  Park's  policy  of  "natural  regulation"  is  a sham. 

IN  CASE  YOU  HADN'T  THOUGHT  OF  THIS- -DON'T  EAT  BUFFALO! 

While  much  buffalo  meat  is  from  ranched  animals  (which  is  NOT  OK),  you  just 
can 't  tell. . . 

Bidding  for  Yellowstone  bison  meat  at  auction  "has  mostly  been  dominated  by 
RC  Western  Meats  [605-342-0322],  a Rapid  City,  SD,  wholesale  meatpacker  and 
distributor.  About  70  percent  of  the  meat  is  ground  for  burger  or  snack 
products,  said  co-owner  Dud  Seaman.  His  three  biggest  customers  are  in 
California,  Texas  and  New  Dersey,  but  better  cuts  go  all  over  the  nation. 
The  products  aren't  marketed  as  Yellowstone  bison,  he  said ."  Frankly,  we 
haven't  been  telling  them  where  it  comes  from,''  Seaman  said.  ''It's  pretty 
controversial 

BOYCOTTS  OF  MONTANA: 

-The  fund  for  Animals  has  called  a tourism  boycott  of  Montana.  Call  the 
Montana  Travel  Bureau  1-800-847-4868  or  http://travel.mt.gov  (No  more 
visits  till  the  slaughter  stops!) 

-BOYCOTT  BEEF!  Call  the  Montana  Stockgrowers  Association  at  (406)  442-3420 
to  register  your  distaste  for  beef  tainted  by  bison  extermination. 

***Video  clips  of  the  slaughter  are  available  from  Cold  Mountain,  Cold 
Rivers  POB  7941  Missoula,  MT  59807  (406)  728-0867  cmcr@ism.net  *** 

-APHIS  Administrator  Terry  Medley,  (202)720-2511,  fax  (202)720-3982 
-Governor  of  Montana,  Marc  Racicot,  State  Capitol,  Helena,  MT  59620  (406) 
444-3111 

-Superintendent  of  Yellowstone  National  Park,  Mike  Finley,  Box  168 
Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wy  82190  (307)344-2002,  e-mail: 


webmaster@nps . gov 

-Montana's  US  Senators  Max  Baucus  at  max@baucus.senate.gov  and  Conrad  Burns 
at  conrad_burns@burns. senate.gov 

-Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Interior  Bldg.  1849  C St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20240  Ph:  (202)  208-7531,  fax:  (202)  208-6956,  e-mail: 
Bruce_Babbitt@IOS . DOI . GOV 

-Dan  Glickman,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  200  A Whitten  Bldg.,  1400 
Independence  Ave.  SW,  Washington,  DC,  Ph:  (202)  720-2166,  e-mail: 
Agsec@usda . gov 

BISON  BELONG  IN  MONTANA! 

FORWARD,  End  of  original  message  

(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 

\ o ~ / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 

(A  A)  (Remember  Wounded  Knee) 

\*/  http://www.eden.com/~jdkc 

"RE : Bone  Marrow  Testing"  

Date:  Fri,  21  Mar  1997  15:09:57  -0600 
From:  Connections  EAST  <coneast@davlin . net> 

Sub j : BONE  MARROW  TESTING  FOR  NATIONAL  REGISTRY  OF  DONORS 

UUCP  email 

Gary,  Flo  brother.  I am  writing  asking  for  your  help.  Since  you  and 
your  words  helped  to  at  least  get  some  people  moving  to  provide 
assistance  for  our  elders  and  little  ones  this  past  winter,  I am  hoping 
to  be  able  to  get  some  assistance  in  getting  out  some  information  to  all 
First  Americans  concerning  Bone  Marrow  Testing  and  the  national  donor 
registry.  I have  been  working  hard  the  past  3 months  recruiting  people 
nation  wide  to  be  tested  through  the  Department  Of  Defense  Bone  Marrow 
Center  as  I am  active  duty  Navy.  I have  gotten  good  results  however,  my 
First  Cousin  is  in  desperate  need  of  a bone  marrow  transplant  and  there 
just  aren't  a lot  of  First  Americans  in  the  military  as  compared  to  all 
other  races.  You  see,  his  best  chance  for  a match  is  from  someone  of 
Native  heritage  as  the  genetic  properties  of  the  bone  marrow  are  a large 
result  of  ethnicity.  In  other  words,  odds  are  very  low  that  someone 
with  no  Native  blood  will  match  and  the  majority  of  people  on  the 
registry  are  white.  A little  known  fact:  there  is  funding  through 
Congress  to  provide  bone  marrow  testing  for  minorities  to  include  First 
Americans,  FREE  OF  CHARGE.  It  is  normally  40  to  60  dollars.  To  be 
tested,  all  it  takes  is  a visit  to  a blood  bank,  fill  out  a consent  form 
to  have  your  results  put  on  the  national  registry,  then  give  two  small 
vials  of  blood.  Many  people  think  bone  marrow  is  drawn  and  it  is  a 
painful  undertaking.  This  is  a myth.  If  you  end  up  becoming  a match 
for  someone,  you  are  admitted  to  the  hospital,  undergo  further  testing 
and  if  marrow  is  harvested  it  is  under  anesthesia.  You  will  be  sore  in 
the  area  of  the  harvest  (hip  bone)  for  a couple  days.  BUT,  IT  IS  NOT 
THE  AGONIZING  ORDEAL  MANY  IMAGINE.  Bottom  line,  everyone  who  is  tested 
becomes  a potential  life  saver.  We  who  walk  the  Red  Road  are  charged 
with  being  generous  and  selfless  when  it  comes  to  helping  our  people.  I 
can  not  think  of  a more  generous  act  than  to  be  the  link  to  save  the 
life  of  a brother  or  sister.  Not  only  do  you  affect  that  individual, 
you  also  affect  the  entire  family  and  do  a major  part  in  the  mending  of 
the  Sacred  Hoop.  If  everyone  who  reads  this  gets  tested  and  entered  on 
the  registry  and  spreads  the  word  so  others  do  the  same,  we  can  make  a 
big  difference  in  many  lives. 

If  you  can  not  publish  this  in  the  letter  Brother,  please,  please 
forward  it  to  through  the  proper  channels  to  get  it  out  to  as  many  First 
Americans  as  possible.  If  one  life  is  saved  through  this  message  and 
it's  publication,  it  is  good.  Wado  Brother  and  Wado  to  anyone  who  sees 
this  message  and  acts  on  it.  If  there  are  any  questions  or  anyone  needs 
further  information  my  snail  and  E mail  addresses  follow: 

Mitakuye  Oyasin, 


Cetan  Mato  Lutah 
(Bill  Tyrrell) 

13953  Lighthouse  Dr 
Corpus  Christi,  TX  78418 
(512)949-1137  FAX  (512)949-1140 
E Mail  coneast@davlin.net 

"RE : Gustafsen:  Clark  Testimony"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Mar  1997  02:43:53  -0800  (PST) 

From:  RKI  <riwaasa@indiana . edu> 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  Clark  testimony  continues 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

March  18,  1997  S.I.S.I.S.  Ts'peten  Trial  Notes 

EXTINGUISHMENT  PLAN  "CUNNING  AND  VICIOUS":  REMEDY  IS  SELF-DEFENCE 

On  Friday,  March  14th,  Native  rights  lawyer  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  continued  his 
testimony  at  the  Ts'peten  trial  in  Surrey,  BC,  Canada.  Clark  reiterated 
his  belief  in  the  rule  of  law.  "The  fact  that  the  rule  of  law  has  not 
functioned  for  them  [his  clients]  to  date  does  not  evidence  a defect  in 
the  rule  of  law  but  in  its  administrators . " That  being  the  case,  "the 
first  remedy  is  self-help:"  self-defence,  defence  of  family,  and  in  this 
case,  defence  against  genocide. 

Dr. Clark  noted  that  there  are  two  standard  responses  to  Indian 
resistance:  (1)  massacres  (2)  anti-native  propaganda  to  prejudice  the 
public.  He  testified  that  his  traditionalist  clients  had  instructed  him  to 
take  their  jurisdictional  arguments  to  courts  to  apprise  those  courts  of 
the  law  and  its  breach.  "Without  third  party  adjudication,  the  rule  of  law 
is  a hoax,"  said  Clark. 

He  then  continued  to  relate  the  appalling  and  extensive  corruption 
rampant  in  the  BC  courts  on  the  indigenous  rights  issue.  Mr  Dustice 
Lambert  of  the  BC  Court  of  Appeal  baldly  stated  that  there  was  no  chance 
of  BC  judges  ruling  favourably  on  the  native  sovereignty  argument, 
regardless  of  what  the  law  says.  The  obvious  conclusion  is  that  "the  rule 
of  law  is  not  capable  of  functioning  in  the  BC  Court  of  Appeal,  in  the 
aboriginal  context." 

Clark  noted  that  the  rule  of  men,  political  expediency  and  "legal 
realism"  have  replaced  the  rule  of  law.  The  jury  heard  that  when 
jurisdiction  is  challenged  in  law,  all  proceedings  should  end  until  the 
jurisdictional  challenge  is  resolved.  Purely  the  opposite  has  occurred. 

Dudges  are  evading  the  law  so  thoroughly  that  in  one  case,  BC  Court 
Dustice  Walker  went  so  far  as  to  strike  Clark's  jurisdictional- 
constitutional  arguments  from  the  record,  and  ordered  Clark  removed  from 
his  courtroom.  Walker  also  sought  to  impose  a gag  order  on  the 
jurisdictional  argument  thereafter.  Dudge  Walker's  contempt  charges  were 
dropped  when  Clark  sought  to  press  counter  charges  of  fraud,  treason,  and 
complicity  in  genocide. 

Walker  handed  the  "hot  potato"  to  Dudge  Keith  Libby  who  misperceived 
that  the  recognition  of  the  law  would  "give  truth  to  anarchy  in  this 
country."  Libby  claimed,  "The  law  is  more  an  instrument  of  fairness  than 
justice."  Recognition  of  indigenous  sovereignty  would  "create  a class  of 
people  not  bound  by  law,"  argued  Libby.  Clark  noted  that  Libby,  as  a BC 
judge,  ironically  belonged  to  just  such  a class  himself. 

Libby  felt  that  a judicial  decision  on  that  question  would  not  change 
the  world  in  any  case.  Clark  argued  that  it  would  send  a fundamental 
message  to  society.  Dudge  Keith  Libby  concluded  by  responding,  "I'm  not 
going  to  make  a decision  that  is  essentially  going  to  end  my  career,  such 
as  it  is,  the  moment  I put  my  signature  to  it."  Unfortunately,  stated 
Clark,  such  is  the  grim  state  of  the  law  that  Libby  was  the  only  Dudge  to 
engage  the  issue  to  the  extent  he  did,  and  compared  to  other  judges  in  BC, 
Libby  was  "refreshing." 

Dr.  Clark  continued  his  testimony  by  addressing  the  existing  natural, 
constitutional,  and  international  law  regarding  aboriginal  rights  of 
possession  and  jurisdiction.  Unless  they  are  subject  to  a treaty. 


Indigenous  lands  remain  unpurchased  and  Indigenous  nationals  not  subject 
to  or  within  Canadian  jurisdiction.  Although  the  law  is  simple  and 
straightforward,  the  judges  evade  it.  "It  is  so  profound  and  obvious  a 
mistake  that  it  is  impossible  that  it  is  made  honestly." 

Clark  related  50  excerpts  from  BC  Court  transcripts  evidencing  judicial 
evasion  of  existing  law  prohibiting  their  usurpation  of  indigenous 
jurisdiction  beyond  the  treaty  frontier.  The  evasion  is  so  consistent  that 
the  law  has  yet  to  be  addressed.  The  reason  is  that  the  Crown  "has  no 
vestige  of  a credible  case,"  said  Dr.  Clark.  His  challenge  is  to  its 
illegal  jurisdictional  reach  beyond  the  treaty  frontier.  "What  the  Judges 
pretend  is  that  because  the  Crown  has  'sovereignty',  the  Provincial  and 
federal  governments  can  do  whatever  they  want."  They  are,  rather, 
compelled  to  respect  and  implement  their  own  Constitutional  law. 

"For  130  years  [in  BC]  the  genocide  of  native  peoples  has  been  caused  by 
judges,"  said  Clark.  This  was  accomplished  by  usurpation  and  by 
legitimation  of  genocide  and  colonialism.  "An  assumption  cannot  be  a 
precedent,"  he  cautioned.  Each  prejudicial  case  thus  far  has  been  based 
upon  assumptions,  with  no  legal  basis  in  historical  reality.  The  "legal 
realist"  rule  of  men  has  trashed  the  rule  of  law.  "There  is  not  a chance, 
not  a vestige  of  hope,  of  justice  being  served  in  BC  courts  for  aboriginal 
peoples . " 

Clark  testified  that  genocide  is  similar  worldwide.  In  Canada, 
industries  and  bureaucracies  have  been  created.  These  consist  of 
judiciaries,  lawyers,  land  claims  researchers  and  negotiators.  Their  work 
consists  of  and  is  dependent  upon  genocide.  There  have  always  been  excuses 
and  rationales  for  slavery,  for  the  genocide  of  Jews,  Gypsies,  and  Indians, 
with  "racial  and  cultural  terms  of  'us  and  them'  and  with  the  theft  of 
land  and  resources." 

Clark  described  the  landmark  Delgamuukw  (Gitskan  Wetsuwe'ten)  land 
claims  case  as  "the  cunning  and  vicious  cross  upon  which  BC  intends  to 
crucify  Native  Sovereignty."  The  BC  Attorney  General's  arguments  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  namely  that  Delgamuukw  did  not  address  the 
jurisdictional  law,  were  180  degrees  at  odds  with  the  position  argued 
opposite  Clark  in  the  BC  Courts,  thus  landing  natives  back  at  the 
provincial  level.  BC  has  attempted  to  trap  the  natives'  legal  challenges 
at  the  provincial  level,  while  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  dismissed  the 
11  other  applications  for  appeal  based  on  the  jurisdiction  argument,  as  if 
"not  of  public  importance  to  Canada".  Clark  noted  that  the  lead  lawyer  for 
BC  in  the  landmark  Delgamuukw  case,  Michael  Goldie,  was  elevated  to  the 
bench  of  the  BC  Court  of  Appeal,  along  with  Chief  Justice  McEachern. 

The  rule  of  law  must  be  put  back  on  track,  said  Clark.  He  urged  the 
judges  to  desist  from  their  conspiracy  to  illegally  extinguish  natives  and 
their  rights,  "before  Canada's  reputation  as  a nation  founded  upon  respect 
for  the  rule  of  law  is  irretrievably  compromised." 

Clark,  counsel  of  choice  for  most  of  the  defendants  in  this  trial,  is 
currently  serving  three  months  in  prison  on  trumped  up  charges  of  contempt 
of  court.  The  attempt  to  bar  Clark  from  the  Ts'peten  courtroom  has  failed, 
since  Shuswap  elder  Wolverine  has  called  his  lawyer  as  an  "expert  witness" 
instead . 

Clark's  exposition  of  the  law  respecting  Aboriginal  Rights  to  the  six 
men,  six  women  jury  continues  as  the  defence  presents  its  "color  of  right" 
arguments  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  trial.  With  a prosecution  that  lasted  more 
than  eight  months,  this  the  longest  criminal  trial  in  Canadian  history.  14 
Natives  and  4 non-Natives  are  charged  with  mischief,  firearms  offences, 
and  attempted  murder,  stemming  from  a month  long  siege  in  1995  by  RCMP  and 
Canadian  Armed  Forces  of  sacred,  unceded  Sundance  and  burial  grounds  near 
100  Mile  House,  British  Columbia. 
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"RE : Big  Mountain  Action  Alert"  

Date:  Tue,  18  Mar  1997  22:41:04  GMT 

From:  andrea@scicom.alphacdc.com  (Andrea  Lord) 

Sub  j : BIG  MOUNTAIN  ACTION  ALERT 

Newsgroups : co .general , alt . native , soc . culture. native 

THIS  NOTICE  IS  BEING  POSTED  AT  THE  REQUEST  OF  DENVER  AREA  DINEH  ALLIANCE 
ACTION  ALERT/BIG  MOUNTAIN 

From:  Louise  Benally,  Santa  Cruz  CA.  3-16-97 

Louise  called  Laura  Naranjo  en  route  to  a UC  Berkeley  event  with  John 
Trudell.  She  has  been  traveling  non-stop  from  Washington  to  San  Diego, 
Claremont,  Santa  Cruz,  the  Bay  Area  and  will  then  continue  to  Oregon  and 
Washington  state. 

Louise  is  traveling  to  ask  for  a presence  on  the  land  if  it  is  at  all 
possible  at  Ana  Mae  Camp.  Traditional  elders  went  to  court  and  the  report 
is  that  the  judge  is  deadest  against  reversing  any  legal  decisions, 
although  no  "final"  decision  has  been  announced  yet.  The  deadline  is 
March  31st.  It  is  not  known  if  there  will  be  an  extension  on  that  day. 

Louise  asked  that  relatives  and  allies  put  pressure  on  congressional 
leaders  and  legal  representatives  and  tribal  councils,  as  well  as  the 
media : 

1)  To  reverse  this  decision  that  is  genocidal  policy  and  that  proves 
apartheid  exists  in  the  U.S.  on  Indian  lands. 

2)  That  environmental  violations  exist  documented  by  Independent 
investigators  from  Claremont,  California  who  will  issue  findings  on 
March  21st. 

3)  That  witnesses  to  the  removals,  if  there  is  any  act  of  removal  that 
takes  place  by  U.S.  Marshals,  on  the  day  of  the  deadline  are  necessary. 

ANA  MAE  CAMP:  The  West  Coast  Dineh  Alliance  is  sending  a large  group 
which  is  being  coordinated  in  Claremont,  Santa  Cruz  and  the  Bay  Area.  Ana 
Mae  will  be  a large  camp  with  some  people  staying  with  different  families 
to  do  support. 

NEEDS:  Media  coverage  and  public  pressure  in  your  community  or  place  of 
resource.  Total  self  sufficiency  all  aspects;  food,  water,  personal, 
medical  and  vehicle.  Dineh  Alliance  is  asking  that  traditional  supporters 
bring  cameras,  tape  and  video  recorders  to  the  deadline.  Witness  to  the 
removals,  if  there  is  any  removal  that  takes  place  by  U.S.  Marshals. 

INSTRUCTIONS:  THE  DIRECTION  OF  THE  ELDERS  ON  THE  LAND  IS  THAT  THIS  IS  TO 
BE  AN  ENTIRELY  NONVIOLENT  EFFORT.  USE  OF  WEAPONS  AND  ANY  FORM  OF  AGGRESSION 
IS  ENTIRELY  PROHIBITED. 

MEETINGS: 

- March  18th  at  Sarah  Begays  place  (elders,  legal  team  & negotiators) 

- March  19th  - Rally  in  Window  Rock  behind  the  Tribal  Headquarters  in 
Memorial  Park 

- March  20th  - Hard  Rock  Chapter  House  8 miles  south  of  Big  Mountain  with 

the  M.F.  Senators  & Legal  reps. 

- March  21st  - Independent  Investigators  from  Claremont  CA.  Will  issue  docs. 
On  tested  water,  air  & soil  samples. 

- March  23rd  - Meeting  at  Ana  Mae  Camp  to  face  the  planned  action  by  Tribal 
Police  to  close  the  roads  on  the  23rd  prior  to  the  deadline. 

IT  IS  IMPORTANT  TO  HAVE  A CAREFUL  UNDERSTANDING  WITH  RESPECT  FOR  THE 
TRADITIONAL  SUPPORT  NETWORK  IN  PLACE. 

IF  YOU  WANT  TO  OFFER  YOUR  SUPPORT  CALL;  (303)455-1508 

"RE : Dineh  Issue"  

Date:  Fri,  21  Mar  1997  19:36:36  GMT 
From:  fmk@xs4all.nl  (Friso  Koopmans) 

Sub j : ***  URGENT  ***  DINEH  ISSUE 


Newsgroups : soc . rights . human, alt . native, soc . culture. native 


STICHTING  TOLERANTIE  - TOLERANCE  FOUNDATION 

P.O.  BOX  1970  - 1200  BZ  Hilversum  - The  Netherlands 

Phone:  +31  (0)35  69  50  667  - Fax:  +31  (0)35  69  50  681 

Giro  257  Postbank  nv 

PRESS  STATEMENT 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

In  Black  Mesa,  Arizona,  USA,  traditional  Dine'  (Navajo)  people  face 
forced  eviction  and  relocation  from  their  homelands.  Passage  of  the 
Relocation  Act  already  affected  11,000  traditional  Dine'  and  100  Flopi. 
Now,  the  people  concerned  have  been  told  to  sign  the  Accommodation 
Agreement  by  March  31,  1997,  or  else  face  forced  relocation  from  the 
lands  by  US  Marshals  on  April  1,  1997. 

What  has  been  led  to  believe  to  be  a dispute  between  traditional  Dine' 
(Navajo)  and  Flopi,  turns  out  to  be  a commercial  hunt  for  the  natural 
resources  in  the  area.  To  these  people,  the  earth  is  sacred.  Black 
Mesa  is  the  most  sacred  ground  in  the  Flopi  and  Navajo  tradition.  About 
250  traditional  Dine'  families  still  live  on  the  heavily  polluted  land 
directly  surrounding  the  Black  Mesa  / Kayenta  mining  complex,  the 
world  s largest  strip  mine,  operated  by  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company. 
Livestock  has  died  from  the  effects  of  the  pollution,  water  is 
polluted  and  many  of  the  residents  suffer  from  health  effects  due  to 
excessive  coal  dust.  They  resisted  relocation  because  they  live 
self-sufficient  traditional  lifestyles,  and  relocation  to  a totally 
different  surrounding  and  culture  would  mean  the  end  of  their  own 
culture.  Relocation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  region  would  clear  the 
path  for  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company  to  extend  its  mining  operations 
in  Northern  Arizona. 

After  previous  relocations,  many  of  the  people  lost  their  homes, 
called  the  home  loss  phenomena.  Due  to  difficulties  in  adapting  to 
their  new  surroundings  and  to  a new  culture,  the  traditional  Dine' 
could  not  afford  to  pay  their  mortgages,  and  became  homeless.  The 
Academy  Award  winning  movie  Broken  Rainbow  presented  a moving 
account  of  the  forced  relocation. 

The  designated  area  for  resettling  relocatees,  near  the  San  luan  River 
near  Shiprock,  New  Mexico,  was  part  of  a land  fraud  involved  in  a 
Congressional  investigation.  The  area  is  contaminated  by  1.5  million 
tons  of  uranium  ore  that  was  processed  and  left  in  contaminated  waste 
piles  covering  72  acres. 

The  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation,  and  its  political  arm,  Dineh  Alliance, 
have  rejected  the  Accommodation  Agreement  outright.  Acception  of  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  will  mean  a violation  of  Freedom  of  Religion 
and  of  Speech  for  the  traditional  Dine'  and  Flopi.  The  Agreement  would 
directly  attack  their  inalienable  rights  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  therefore  be  unconstitutional,  by  denying  them  the  right 
to  vote  in  the  elections  of  a local  government,  and  by  denying  the 
right  to  be  tried  by  an  impartial  jury. 

"We  stand  unified  one  with  another  in  our  opposition  to  this  unjust 
and  unfair  law  that  was  created  to  remove  us  from  the  land  by  any 
means  and  at  any  cost.  This  continued  violation  of  our  basic  rights  as 
human  beings  must  not  be  allowed  to  beside  the  U.S.  Constitution  and 
Bill  of  Rights  or  the  Bible,"  stated  one  Dine'. 

"The  voice  of  the  people  must  be  heard  for  justice  on  Black  Mesa  to 
ensure  the  protection  and  survival  of  the  people.  The  struggle  is  to 
protect  sacred  land,  religion,  and  the  survival  of  a traditional  way 
of  life  from  corporate  interests.  Relocation  is  genocide." 

The  Dutch  Tolerance  Foundation  acknowledges  the  fact  that  relocation 
would  mean  the  end  of  the  Dine'  culture  and  strongly  urges  the  US 
government  to  take  actions,  to  prevent  relocation  from  happening.  The 
homelands  are  vital  for  the  Dine'  and  Flopi  cultures,  and  need  to  be 
preserved . 

For  further  information,  please  contact: 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  - Dineh  Alliance 


P.O.  Box  1042 
Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 
USA 

Phone/Fax:  (520)  607  1449 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  - Dineh  Alliance 

Sub-Office 

P.O.  Box  2889 

Window  Rock,  AZ  86515 

USA 

Phone/Fax:  (505)  371  5551 
Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 
P.O.  Box  30435 
Flagstaff,  AZ  86003 
USA 

Phone:  (520)  522  8683 

The  Tolerance  Foundation 

P.O.  Box  1970 

1200  BZ  Hilversum 

The  Netherlands 

Phone:  +31  (0)35  69  50  667 

Fax:  +31  (0)35  69  50  681 

"RE : Disrespect  to  Veterans  & Lenape"  

Date:  Sat,  15  Mar  1997  16:42:22  -0600  (CST) 

From:  aconcert@carroll.com  (3oe  Campagna) 

Sub  j : Disrespect  to  Veterans  & Lenape  Ancestors:City  of  Hackensack 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  < NATIVE LIT- L@cornell . edu> 

RE:  April  27th  Gathering  of  Vetrans  of  All  Indian  and  Foriegn  Wars 
Place:  Bergen  County  Courthouse;  Hackensack,  New  Dersey 
Grievance:  City  Does  Not  Follow  Proper  Protacol  For  Visiting  Nations 

THIS  ENTIRE  DOCCUMENT  FOR  WIDE  FREE  DISTRIBUTION  - No  Html  Placement  w/o 
permission  from  <Copyrights@UNAT.ORG> 

To  scroll  copy  this  doccument  you  agree  to  the  following  copyright 
restrictions : 

The  following  is  "c"  copyright  Dakotah  East.  This  text  must  appear 
unchanged  in  any  subsequent  transmission.  All  contents  if  to  be  traded  or 
used  for  any  connection  with  monetary  purposes  will  benefit  the  people 
collectively.  This  should  in  no  form  be  transferred  or  content  be  copied  or 
used  in  any  way  without  the  expressed  written  consent  of  a representataive 
of  Dakota  East  which  is  owned  by  the  growing  collective  of  United  Native 
American  Television.  These  funds  are  for  the  children  of  tommorrow  via  a 
grass-roots  economy.  Under  direction  of  the  wisdom  of  elders  of  the 
project.  - thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 


Headline : 

City  "council"  of  "Hackensack"  who  uses  the  name  and  image  of  Oratam, 
Lenape  Sachem  (chief)  gives  a cold  shoulder  to  original  inhabitants  from 
Canada  who  will  return  to  honor  Veterans  of  Foriegn  and  Indian  Wars  this 
April,  27. 

Part  3:  Request  of  proper  Hospitality/Protacol  and  Consequences  of  Denial 

Part  2:  The  Embassy 

Enclosed:  PART  1:  Background  Story 

In  the  spirit  of  true  journalism, 
by  Doe  Campagna 

(written  pronounciations  of  Lenape  words  not  known  to  be  exact  in  phonetics) 
(This  doc  has  not  been  spellchecked) 

Aakingsakee,  Lenapehoking  (a.k.a.  Hackensack  ND)  - In  this  place  where  few 
now  walk  connected  in  blood  to  the  earth,  this  area  along  the  river;  this 
place  where  canoes  from  as  far  as  Ma ' ata ' wahon,  and  Seconnee-s'h  in  the 
South;  from  Manhatten,  Kanarsee,  and  Shinnecock  in  the  East;  made  their  way 


past  the  island,  where  much  more  recently,  a pretense  of  creation 
representing  freedom,  now  lights  the  torch.  A darkened  light  of  coal  fire 
that  would  attempt  to  tower  over  and  cast  cold  shadows  on  the  past,  and  on 
the  future. 

Cohog,  clams,  and  oysters  would  be  brought  on  the  incoming  tides  by  canoe 
and  traded  - gifted;  then  smoked  --  shared.  Later,  the  piles  of  shells 
would  be  used  to  produce  discs  for  wampum  and  other  ornaments  to  follow  the 
four  winds;  and,  to  the  North  where  still  connected,  discs  in  fine  memory, 
woven;  they  speak  today.  From  points  north,  they  came  down  the  river  from 
the  great  North  to  pass  the  cliffs  and  shores  of  other  places,  and  around 
the  great  marsh  and  back  up  through  the  fields  of  tobacco  on  their  way  up 
the  river  to  Aakingsakee.  Where  the  sacred  hill  of  red  earth  looked  East  to 
the  river  and  West  to  the  fast  brook  which  lead  the  waters  of  Passaahic  up 
to  the  place  of  Elk  and  winter  Moose. 

A Pit  remains  North  of  camping  grounds  along  the  river  near  the 
Aakingsakee.  When  the  scoops  of  pure  white  mud  would  be  pulled  up  from  the 
pit  along  the  river  where  deep  waters  would  fill,  and  the  tired  sides  of 
the  pit  would  colapse  from  the  tides,  it  was  then  opened  up  to  the  river 
and  made  as  a place  for  fish  to  be  herded  gently  and  with  respect  and 
prayers  for  the  fish.  The  fish  which  were  diverted  by  use  of  a wooden  fence 
drawn  across  the  rivers  flows.  What  was  not  consumed  or  dried/smoked  would 
be  given  to  the  gardens. 

From  the  West  and  North  they  came  from  the  Parahmusse'h  and  brought  turkey 
and  fine  fans;  they  came  on  foot  with  famlies.  Smiling  children,  people 
laughing;  lifelong  commitments  being  sewn  as  the  gardens  dotted  open 
fields,  in  forest,  and  meadows  of  black  soil;  where  vines  of  beans  grew  up 
from  the  floor  of  squash  blossoms  and  ferns.  Their  vines  gently  wrapped 
around  the  corn,  and  the  talks  around  the  cornstalks  of  children  newly 
born . 

This  was  a place  of  many  people  who  passed  through,  and  always  returned  to 
be  greated  by  the  ever-changing  familiar  faces  of  the  place  where  sharp 
ground  juts  up  from  hills  over  the  flat  grassy  marsh  and  smooth  yellow 
loamey,  sandy  beaches  of  the  river.  "A-aking ' k-sakee"  a word  which  only 
could  have  brought  much  happiness  to  the  hearts  of  all  who  visited  or  on 
their  way,  where  people  camped,  and  lived  here.  This  was  the  place  where 
all  would  meet  from  many  places.  It  has  always  been  a city  that  grows  with 
the  breath  of  health  with  seasons  of  plenty  which  coursed  through  the  veins 
of  the  plants  and  animals,  and  the  food  sparked  with  living  taste. 

Now,  only  the  sound  of  the  breath  of  the  sky  through  the  cottonwoods  which 
protect  an  embassy.  A barred  building  with  8"  thick  doors  which  was  made  to 
keep  civilization  out,  because  there  is  almost  nowhere  to  find  the  spirit 
of  happiness  which  echoes  through  paved-over  foot-trails;  against  the 
filled  creek,  which  drains  the  filled  lake;  and,  the  river  made  narrow  -- 
water,  black  with  pools  and  ribbons  of  strange  colors;  a place  where  life 
is  almost  no  more.  The  ground,  all  topped  with  unsightly  buildings,  some 
with  skins  of  steel  and  glass.  They  only  bounce  the  words  back  like  the 
mindless  ears  of  the  persons  inside  them. 

There  is  one  building  that  now  stands  a few  steps  South  of  the  park  which 
stood  a white  building  which  fathered  it.  Where  it  is  said,  in  that  park 
(then  a wooden  court  house  where  Dutch  Masters  tyraned  their  witchery) 
there  was  a ceremony  where  a Sachem,  a Chief,  "gladly"  (they  say)  gave  this 
land  which  belonged  to  all  the  people  and  no  people.  It  was  said  this  man 
was  honored,  and  that  he  was  compensated  well  for  this  land.  Because,  the 
people  no  longer  came  freely  after  the  big  flat  boats  came  up  the  river 
with  their  strange  beasts  and  attire;  and  yet  were  welcomed  with  great 
interest  and  uncertain  thought.  Their  trade  goods  were  new  and  captured  the 
longing  of  many  people  while  others  were  already  changed  in  concern  and 
forwarning  by  the  signs  these  white  men  gave.  They  were  not  true  people  in 
the  way  of  the  people  but  were  respected  and  pitied  even  as  the  customs 
gave  way  to  strange  ilnesses.  Many  had  since  left.  A band  remained  dotted 
here  and  there  in  Aakingsakee  they  needed  the  white  medicine  to  keep  from 
getting  ill  and  for  blankets.  Needing  to  keep  warm  and  to  live  like  these 
white  men  who  had,  after  being  taken  over  and  hunted  and  killed  the  people 
in  all  four  directions  with  the  help  of  a hungry  spirit  which  broght  words 
of  fear,  sickness,  and  protection  from  a black  book. 


There  now  stands  a green  square  which  honors  the  brave  men  who  fought  the 
madness  that  their  leaders  brought  upon  each  other.  Veterans  of  all  wars. 

He  is  the  unknown  soldier,  he  is  the  center  of  their  world  he  was  made  to 
be  who  he  was  and  molded  and  did  the  bidding  of  great  men,  yet  this  unknown 
man  was  the  greatest  of  all  known  men  and  there  were  an  uncountable  number 
of  him.  To  the  east  of  this  bronze  sculpture  sits  a cannon  encased  in 
cement.  Around  this  statue  are  the  wars  in  which  brave  men  fought  but  not 
even  a acknowledgement  that  a Lenape  was  ever  killed,  as  to  say  there  was 
no  war  there  was  only  a slaughter,  as  if  to  say  they  were  no  people.  Lenape 
means  people. 

Even  when  there  was  a special  department  made  for  war  with  the  people  of 
the  West;  still,  no  acknowledgement  of  any  war.  As  to  deny  the  holocaust. 
This  man  did  not  sign  away  the  land  of  his  grandfathers.  Chief  Oratam  was 
doing  only  what  he  could  to  help  what  people  remained  near  that  place, 
survive.  And  survive  they  did.  They  continued  to  scatter  over  many  years 
and  to  many  places,  yet  some  stayed  behind.  And  from  the  1950's  until  the 
early  1970' s,  a quiet  cab  driver  named  Bucky  drove  children  to  school  and 
walked  around  town.  He  was  always  known  to  have  long  hair,  later  gray.  The 
man  with  an  eagle  ever  present  on  the  back  of  his  jacket.  Once  in  a while 

he  would  stop  in  front  of  the  green  and  talk  in  a strange  chanting  language 

with  his  hands  from  across  the  street  of  where  the  old  courhouse  stood.  It 
was  like  he  was  stating  his  case  in  the  heroic  spirit  of  truth  and  justice 
with  only  a bronze  giant  to  hear  him.  They  are  one  in  the  same  - they  are 
the  unknown  soldier  --they  are  the  heroes.  He  must  of  thought  he  was  the 
last  in  those  fading  days. 

Heroes 

Those  are  the  people  most  never  see, 

they  do  the  things  that  are  difficult  in  life. 

At  times  they  overcome  their  situation, 

at  times  they  do  not. 

Sometimes  they  fall  back  and  become  part  of 

a decaying  social  structure  not  of  their  making, 

and  sometimes  they  excell  and  pull  others  out  of  the  depths. 

Even  as  to  try  they  do  not  forget  from  whence  they  came. 

It  could  be  the  person  who  implants  a seed  of  wisdom 

from  which  a tree  of  friendship  grows  that  bears  peacul  fruit. 

It  could  be  a small  child  who  smiles  at  an  elder 
giving  hope  which  is  returned  as  resolve. 

They  are  the  unknowns... 

the  mases  hurdling  to  keep  their  dignity  and  humanity 

and  protect  the  substance  in  the  very  forms 

that  provided  for  them  as  they  became  who  they  are. 

Those  who  strive  to  pass  on  to  the  next  with  fortitute; 

what  they  feel  must  remain  in  sight,  and  to  be  as  they  once  were. 

They  recognize  that.  As  they  are  today  who  they  always  were  and  will  be. 

They  recognize  that  balance  is  like  a mountain 
which  must  be  delicately  scaled  and  not  leveled. 

Heroes  have  retained  the  beauty  of  what  remains 

and  hold  dear  the  memories  of  what  was  passed  in  song  and  talk, 

and,  through  the  eyes  and  language  unheard, 

but  seen,  felt,  and  remembered.... 

Come  a long  way...  a long,  long  way... 

Welcome  home.  You  taught  me  that  welcome... 


where  ever  the  earth  is  red  and  the  sky  is  blue;  and  water  sweet... 
I will  be  there...  beside  the  drum 


As  when  I knew  no  form,  and  no  line  of  sky  over  water 
Inside  the  cliffs  where  you  comforted  me 
I will  be  there 

These  were  his  words  though  I did  not  speak  his  language 
only  if  I have...  I might  have  known  more.... 

I might  have  fought  beside  him... 

Whaneeshi,  Buck. . . may  we  call  you  Eagleman?  They  are  coming  to  set  you 
free...  You  were  not  the  last,  and  they  are  coming  to  set  you  free, 
MiGwetch/Pilamaya . . . thay  are  coming  to  set  you  free 

Across  the  street  to  the  South  of  the  old  courthouse  is  the  steps  to  a 
magalithic  romanesque  giant.  A giant  columned  cylinder  sits  bolted  granite 
atop  three  stories  of  hewn  blocks.  Atop  this,  is  a dome  which  holds  the 
statue  of  a Lenape  Indian  and  the  Bronze  giant,  the  unknown  soldier  stands 
on  the  pedastal  of  The  Green  at  attention  in  honor  of  her  as  she  holds  the 
true  light  of  freedom.  All  around  her  are  bronze  eagles  which  face  the  four 
directions . 

The  homecoming  awaits  the  granfathers  who  will  visit  the  grounds  of  their 
ancestors . 
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ARROW  LAKES  - OKANAGAN  BAND 
GRAND  FORKS,  BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

We  the  people,  known  henceforth  as  the  Arrow  Lakes  - Okanagan  Band,  do 
here  and  now  address  our  intentions  and  goals.  Our  land  is  where  our  dead 
Lie  Buried.  We  are  returning  to  our  Ancestral  Homelands.  After  smallpox 
and  several  other  illnesses  took  many  of  our  peoples  lives,  we  were 
scattered  and  erroneously  believed  to  be  extinct,  since  1956.  We  have 
attempted  to  live  within  the  boundaries  of  your  society  and  your  culture. 
The  time  has  come  to  return  to  our  society  and  our  culture.  The  Arrow 
Lakes  - Okanagan  Band  has  been  re-established  for  this  purpose. 

We  intend  to  and  will  return  to  a traditional  way  of  life  instituting  and 
combining  our  traditional  ways  with  the  knowledge  and  lessons  that  you 
have  gifted  us,  blended  together  to  make  us  a strong  people. 

We  will  be  using  a Traditional  Tribal  Government,  where  the  people 
govern  ourselves,  educate  our  own  children,  and  pay  allegiance  to  our 
Creator  and  the  Mother  Earth  as  a Sovereign  Nation.  Our  Hereditary  Chief 
and  Spokesman,  Mario  D.  George,  will  be  advised  by  an  Elders  Council.  Our 
language  is  Salish  by  heredity  and  English  is  our  second  language.  The 
portion  of  our  Ancestral  land  we  are  re-inhabiting  is:  from  Kettle  River 
to  the  West  (119  degrees  west  longitude)  to  the  Arrow  Lakes  to  the  East 
(118  degrees  west  longitude),  including  the  Christina  Range  and  the 
Midway  Mountain;  the  United  States  - Canadian  border  (49  degrees  north 
latitude)  to  the  South  and  50  degrees  north  latitude  to  the  North. 

We  have  chosen  to  re-inhabit  this  particular  area  of  our  country  because: 

1.  This  is  one  of  our  original  homes. 

2.  To  protect  the  burial  ground  where  our  dead  lie  buried. 

3.  For  the  protection  of  the  waters  and  the  Salmon. 

4.  To  protect  the  forests. 

Any  archaeological  items  that  have  been  removed  from  this  area  shall  be 
immediately  returned  to  us  for  reburial. 

We  understand  that  some  of  our  homelands  became  inhabited  by  other 
people  during  our  absence.  Privately  owned  lands  within  our  territory 
shall  stay  in  their  owners'  possession  without  hindrance. 


We  reserve  the  right  to  first  option  to  purchase  lands  if  any  owners  decide 
to  sell  at  any  time. 

This  is  our  first  official  declaration.  We  will  keep  you  abreast  of 
things  as  our  re-establishing  process  continues. 

Activated  this  1st  day  of  April,  1997. 

By  Hereditary  Chief  and  Spokesman:  Mario  D.  George 
and  the  People  of  the  ARROW  LAKES -OKANAGAN  BAND. 

Any  donations  can  be  sent  to: 

Royal  Bank  Branch 
36024  97th  Street 
Oliver,  British  Columbia 
V0H  1T0 
Canada 

Bank  and  Account  Number:  003-4080-5021407 
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I look  to  the  past  as  I do  to  the  future  for  various  reasons,  mainly 
having  to  do  with  seeking  answer  to  questions  that  deal  with  issues 
such  as  the  injustices  often  spoken  about  daily  throughout  Indian 
Country,  that  are  inflicted  upon  Indian  people  in  this  modern  time  by 
a government(tribal,state,federal).  Corporate  America  and  other  parts 
of  society.  Generally,  I find  that  not  much  has  changed  in  the  attitudes 
of  a government  or  its  legislative  and  policy  making  practices  toward 
our  Sovereign  Nations  and  wonder  what  is  it  going  to  take  for  a 
government  and  its  society  to  come  to  terms  with  their  own  self  and 
realize  that  in  order  to  construct  a bridge  of  unity  to  the  21st  Century 
that  some  constructive  and  sincere  legislative  and  White  House 
Administration  policies  must  be  established,  to  put  to  rest  such 
attitudes,  that  are  still  being  applied  today,  such  as  what  is  contained 
in  the  following. 

On  Duly  1,  1880,  Indian  Commissioner  Thomas  D.  Morgan  in  his  first 
report  filed  the  following,  which  I will  only  provide  parts  of,  in 
order  not  to  make  this  too  lengthy.  Qoute:  "by  personal  observation 
with  the  practical  work  of  the  Indian  field  service... a few  simple, 
well  defined  and  strongly  cherished  convictions;  First-The  anomalous 
position  heretofore  occupied  by  the  Indians  in  this  country  can  not 
much  longer  be  maintained.  The  reservation  system  belongs  to  a 
"vanishing  state  of  things"  and  must  soon  cease  to  exsist.  Second-  The 
logic  of  events  demands  the  absorption  of  the  Indians  into  our  national 
life,  not  as  Indians,  but  as  American  Citizens ... Fourth-The  Indians 
must  conform  to  "the  Whiteman's  ways,"  peacebly  if  they  will,  forcibly 
if  they  must.  They  must  adjust  themselves  to  their  environment,  and 
conform  their  mode  of  living  substantially  to  our  civilization.  This 
civilization  may  not  be  the  best  possible,  but  it  is  the  best  the 
Indian  can  get.  They  can  not  escape  it,  and  must  either  conform  to  it, 
or  be  crushed  by  it . . . .Sixth-The  tribal  realtions  should  be  broken, 
socialism  destroyed,  and  the  family  and  the  autonomy  of  the  individual 
substitued.  The  allotments  of  lands  in  severalty,  the  establishment 
of  local  courts  and  police  the  devlopment  of  a personal  sense  of 
independence,  and  the  universal  adoption  of  the  english  language  are 
means  to  this  end." 

End  Qoute.  [F.S.  Cohen ' s-Handbook  of  Federal  Indian  Law-p . 22-23 . ] 

Since  1880,  the  attitude  of  the  government  and  parts  of  its  society, 
hasn't  changed  all  that  much  and  only  now,  we  face  new  oppression 
by  our  own,  whom  have  fallen  into  acts  of  greed  for  their  own  self. 


and  often  include  family  member's. 

The  New  Age  Groups/Organizations  have  also  played  a major  role  in 
assisting  the  Government  policies  of  distorting  the  culture  and 
belief's  of  the  Native  American  Indian,  which  has  allowed  a bias 
view  of  once  was  considered  a very  unique  culture  and  belief. 

In  hopes  of  paving  a constructive  avenue,  so  that  our  future 
generations  will  have  a value  of  respect  for  our  culture  as  we  know 
it  today,  then  together  we  must  work  to  help  build  a bridge  of  unity 
to  the  21st  Century,  so  that  all  can  cross  such  a bridge  with  a 
unique  respect  for  one  another  as  well  as  for  the  many  cultures 
and  belief's  that  make  up  this  American  Society.  Thank  you. 

By 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 
Elko  Indian  Colony 
Elko,  Nevada 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

"When  I die,  my  enemies  will  be  under  me." 

"Kintpuash" 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
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In  the  1970 's  there  were  three  explanations  by  the  US  offered  for  why 
Native  Nations  were  no  longer  Sovereign.  Consider  how  they  relate  to 
todays  arguments. 

A.  Discovery  and  Occupation-  In  Worchester  v Georgia,  Chief  Dustice 
Marshall  considered  "extravagant  and  absurd  the  idea  that  landing  on  the 
East  Coast  of  the  Continent  gave  Europeans  the  'right'  to  govern  the 
Natives  or  occupy  their  land." 

B.  Conquest-  Despite  the  present  tendency  not  to  use  this  argument  , 
nevertheless  conquest  does  show  up  in  Supreme  Court  decisions  and 
commentaries  as  a basis  for  authority  in  abrigating  sovereignty. 

Since  a number  of  Nations  were  never  actually  forcefully  subdued, 
and  subsequent  treaties  were  not  made  with  'defeated'  nations  the 
concept  of  conquest  does  not  apply. 

Contempory  law  does  not  allow  for  the  threat  or  use  of  force 
against  a sovereign  power.  Even  given  the  climate  and  legal  standards 
of  those  days  there  were  several  recognized  limitations  to  the  use  or 
threat  of  force.  Self -protection,  protection  of  rights,  enforcement  of 
just  laws.  None  of  these  are  applicable. 

C.  Cessation/Agreement-  Treaties  including  cessation  of  lands  argue 
that  sovereignty  was  surrendered  willingly,  however  a State  may  align 
itself  with  and  seek  protection  and  aid  from  a stronger  ally  without 
giving  up  its  sovereignty.  This  principle  is  affirmed  by  international 
law  as  well  as  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Worchester  decision.  Also  the 
question  of  whether  those  signing  the  treaties  were  indeed  the 
authorized  representatives  of  the  people  has  come  into  question  now  that 
education  about  Native  forms  of  government  and  decision  making  processes 
has  taken  place  and  the  coercion  and  fraud  have  been  more  honestly 
exposed  to  historians  and  politicians. 

I found  this  discussion  in  my  papers  and  thought  I'd  share  it. 

I also  fund  a blurb  of  History  that  when  the  IRA  was  passed, 
within  two  years  certain  California  rancherias  established,  with  the  aid 
of  BIA  guidelines,  their  forms  of  government.  The  BIA  offered  this  help 
and  guidelines.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  on  one  Rancheria,  within 
a few  months  of  taking  the  BIA  up  on  their  offer-  13  new  homes  were 
constructed  on  the  Rancheria  with  BIA  grant  monies.  Was  there  really 
any  choice  in  this  decision?  With  the  poverty  and  conditions  of  those 
days-  no  way!  The  BIA  had  a lock  on  the  People  and  none  of  them  would 


have  even  considered  refusing  this  help  with  setting  up  their  govt, 
especially  with  the  carrot  of  new  housing  before  their  eyes.  People 
forget  that  the  BIA  was  almost  totalitarian  in  its  control  over  Native 
American  decision  making  and  economic  control.  There  were  no  other 
options!  Then  the  Rancherias  were  terminated  and  then  subsequently 
reestablished-  even  now  some  bands  do  not  have  drafted  and  approved 
constitutions.  The  habit  of  relying  on  grant  applications  and  BIA 
funding  to  provide  economic  impetus  to  rancheria  life  will  be  hard  to 
break.  Other  than  casinos,  which  require  BIA  recognized  government 
councils/commissions  to  deal  with  the  Federal  Gaming  Commission-  where 
is  the  replacement  structure  for  basic  economics  going  to  come 
from?  lames  BlueWolf 

"RE : Spotted  Owl  Victory"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Mar  1997  19:55:24  -0700 

From:  "kieran  suckling"  <ksuckling@sw-center .org> 

(by  way  of  Robin  Silver  <silver@indirect . com>) 

Sub j : spotted  owl  victory 

UUCP  email 

WISE  USERS  LOSE  BID  TO  DELIST  THE  THREATENED  MEXICAN  SPOTTED  OWL 

A federal  judge  has  ruled  against  the  "Coalition  of  Arizona/New 
Mexico  Counties  for  Stable  Economic  Growth"  in  their  bid  to 
delist  the  threatened  Mexican  spotted  owl  from  the  Endangered 
Species  Act.  The  Coalition  argued  that  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  made  procedural  and  substantial  errors  in  denying  their 
petition  to  delist  the  owl.  The  Southwest  Center,  represented  by 
Earthlaw,  intervened  in  the  case,  arguing  that  the  Coalition  of 
Counties  lacked  standing  to  bring  the  suit.  While  the  counties 
claimed  the  listing  had  caused  loss  of  jobs,  loss  of  Forest  Service 
payments,  and  increased  beetle  and  disease  infestation,  they  were 
not  able  to  provide  any  documentation  of  their  claims.  The  judge 
agreed  with  the  SW  Center,  throwing  the  case  out  for  lack  of 
standing. 

Special  thanks  to  Earthlaw  which  has  represented  the  SW  Center 
and  many  other  groups  pro  bono  throughout  the  Mexican  spotted 
owl  wars,  winning  4.8  million  acres  of  critical  habitat,  a 16  month 
logging  injunction  on  eleven  National  Forests,  and  now  fighting 
off  the  wise  users. 


Kieran  Suckling 
Executive  Director 

Southwest  Center  for  Biological  Diversity 
POB  17839,  Tucson,  AZ  85731 
www.envirolink.org/orgs/ sw- center 
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What  do  France,  England,  Japan,  China,  Korea,  Russia,  Germany, 
Ireland,  Eygpt  all  have  in  common? 

They  are  all  foreign  countries,  that  contain  cultures  and  religious 
belief's  of  their  many  occupants  and  because  of  various  reasons, 
many  of  the  people  from  such  countries  have  found  their  way  to  the 
land  of  America,  mainly  because  of  political  unrest,  other's  for 
the  freedom  to  get  rich  quick  that  often  if  not  leads  to  a very 
high  level  of  disappointment,  or  has  anyway. 


ksuckling@sw-center.org 
phone:  520-733-1391 
fax:  520-733-1404 


Why,  is  it,  that  these  people  coming  to  America  from  all  over  the 
world,  are  freely  allowed  to  bring  with  them,  their  culture  and 
belief's?  And  why  is  it,  that  as  these  people  become  U.S.  Citizens, 
they  are  still  allowed  to  maintain  their  culture  and  belief's? 

Interesting  enough,  many  of  these  people  are  the  very  same  people 
who  protest  or  look  down  on  the  Indian  people  and  the  use  of 
their  culture  and  belief's.  Fact. 

Why  is  it  so  hard  for  the  government  to  address  the  concerns  and 
interest  of  the  Indian's  effort  to  preserve  and  protect  his 
culture  and  religion?  Providing  token  laws  and  token  agencies 
simply  does  not  advocate  any  sincere  form  of  justice,  not  when 
you  have  the  Asian  American,  African  American  and  others,  who 
are  allowed  to  enjoy  every  form  of  their  culture  that  they  have 
brought  over  to  America  from  their  own  country. 

How  can  we  justly  preserve  and  protect  our  culture  for  future 
generations,  if  it  is  always  considered  to  be  Primitive  or 
Prehistoric?  Our  culture  and  belief's  do  not  have  any  legal 
protection,  where  as,  other  cultures  and  belief's  in  foreign 
countries  are  in  fact  safeguarded  to  some  extent. 

Maybe  one  day,  this  government  and  its  society  will  provide  total 
recognition  to  our  culture  and  belief's,  but  on  the  other  hand, 
if  we  continue  to  allow  others  to  speak  on  our  behalf,  that  will  be 
along  ways  off  and  right  now,  far  too  many  new  age  and  uncaring 
greedy  tribal  leader's,  do  not  make  any  effort  to  allow  truth  to 
be  a relevant  factor  towards  the  endeavor  of  many  who  would  like 
to  preserve  and  protect  the  culture  and  belief's  for  future 
generations . 

Maybe  one  day  it  will  happen,  maybe  there  will  be  a day  of 
justice  for  the  Traditional  Native  American  Indian... 

By 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey(3sierra . net 
Elko  Indian  Colony 
Elko,  Nevada 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

"When  I die,  my  enemies  will  be  under  me." 

"Kintpuash" 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

"RE : " 

Date:  Tue,  18  Mar  1997  14:47:35  -0500 

From:  Helen  Engle  <helen.engle@waltham.nara.gov> 

Sub j : South  Dakota  BIA  Records 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-ROOTS  <indian- roots@rmgate . pop . indiana . edu> 

I think  a note  of  explanation  is  necessary  regarding  the  following 
comments.  The  National  Archives  covers  the  entire  nation  and,  as  we  all 
know,  it  is  a very  large  country.  Therefore,  the  National  Archives  has 
established  fifteen  regional  branches  throughout  the  United  States.  Each 
of  these  regions  has  responsibility  for  records  created  within  their 
boundaries.  This  means  all  original  textual  records. 

Now,  many  times  these  textual  records  are  deemed  to  have  widespread 
interest  through  the  country  and  they  are  then  microflmed  under  the 
direction  of  the  National  Archives  in  Washington,  DC.  The  microfilm  is 
then  distributed  to  all  regions  for  use  by  patrons. 

Sometimes  textual  records  in  the  posession  of  the  regional  archives 
branches  are  in  very  poor  condition.  In  order  to  preserve  them,  they  are 
microfilmed  at  the  regional  offices.  However,  these  records  are  not 
given  a National  Archives  microfilm  publication  number  and  they  are  not 
distributed  to  other  regions. 

For  all  practical  purposes,  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  researcher,  these 
records  are  still  textual  records  and  are  only  available  at  the  archives 
branch  which  holds  them. 

I guess  I am  saying  that  to  say  this.  The  National  Archives  is  not 
"hiding"  any  microfilms  from  the  public  and  everything  we  have  is  listed  in 


our  guides.  The  majority  of  these  materials  are  open  to  the  public. 

Now,  the  Church  of  Desus  Christ  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints  (Mormons)  film 
many  records  and  they  also  accession  already  filmed  records  of  other 
repositories.  Since  they  combine  both  of  these  types  of  microfilms  at 
their  library  in  Salt  Lake,  they  give  their  own  numbers  to  anything  they 
put  in  their  library.  This  often  causes  people  to  see  the  same  records 
under  two  sets  of  numbers. 

Hopes  this  helps  clear  things  up  a bit. 

Anyone  can  ask  me  questions  about  this  if  they  want. 

Helen  Engle,  Archivist,  National  Archives-Northeast  Region  (Boston) 

380  Trapelo  Rd . , Waltham,  MA  02154  (617)  647-8100 
Helen . Engle@Waltham . NARA . gov 

From:  Hoy  Fisher  < jfisher@ucla . edu> 

To:  INDIAN -ROOTS  genealogy  list  <INDIAN- ROOTSffilrmgate . p . . . 

Date:  3/16/97  1:23am 

Subject:  South  Dakota  BIA  Records 

Hi  Everyone: 

While  working  on  web  pages  for  South  Dakota  Native  American 
Genealogy,  I began  to  collect  film  numbers  from  the  NARA  website  and 
my  local  FHC  card  catalog.  I had  problems  resolving  the  film  numbers 
between  the  two  sources  until  I realized  that  many  of  the  films  were 
filmed  at  the  Central  Plains 

Region  Branch  of  the  NARA  and  not  in  Washington,  DC. 

In  addition  to  the  films  listed  at  the  NARA  website,  there  are  117  rolls  of 
film  pertaining  to  the  Plains  tribes  filmed  by  the  FHL  at  Kansas  City  and 
available  at  your  local  FHC.  In  addition  to  Lakota,  Nakota,  and  Dakota 
records,  there  are  5 rolls  of  Potawatomi  Agency  records  (Horton,  KS), 

27  rolls  of  Winnebago  Agency  records  (Winnebago,  NE),  1 roll  of 
records  from  the  Minneapolis  Area  BIA  office,  3 rolls  of  Flandreau  (SD) 

Indian  School  records,  and  2 rolls  of  Pipestone  (MN)  Indian  School 
records . 

I wonder  how  many  other  records  are  sitting  at  regional  NARA  sites?? 

"RE : Criminal  Investigation  Requested"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Mar  1997  19:53:40  -0700 
From:  Robin  Silver  <silver@indirect.com> 

Sub j : Criminal  Investigation  Requested  of  Dep  Interior  Secretary 

UUCP  email 

March  19,  1997 

Danet  Napolitano,  Esq. 

U.S.  Attorney  for  Arizona 
U.S.  Department  of  Dustice 

Dear  Ms.  Napolitano, 

(Delivered  by  Receipt  Confirmed  Facsimile  and  First  Class  Mail) 

Re:  Apparent  violations  of  felony  statutes  by  Dohn  Garamendi,  Deputy 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  others 

In  your  official  capacity  as  U.S.  Attorney  and  as  representative  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Dustice,  please  examine  the  attached  evidence  of  apparent 
felony  violations  by  Dohn  Garamendi,  Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

Colonel  Dohn  Reese  and  Lt.  Colonel  Dack  Scherer,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  Sacramento,  and  by  Mr.  Chuck  Williams,  Kern  River  Watermaster. 

The  attached  evidence  also  implicates  Clinton  Administration  Council  on 
Environmental  Quality  Director  Katie  McGinty  and  Member  of  Congress  Calvin 
Dooley. 


Wildlife  and  wildlife  habitat,  as  trust  responsibilities,  belong  to  all 
Americans.  When  wildlife  has  been  identified  as  rare  and  imperiled,  its 
value  and  that  of  its  necessary  habitat  is  greatly  enhanced.  Garamendi, 
Reese,  Scherer,  Williams,  McGinty  and  Dooley  have  all  played  significant 
roles  in  the  destruction  of  endangered  species  and  their  necessary  habitat. 
While  we  continue  to  be  concerned  at  Justice  Department's  consistent 
failure  to  investigate  and  to  prosecute  other  apparently  obvious  violations 
of  law  , you  are  still  the  U.S.  Attorney  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice 
representative  here  in  Phoenix.  We  have  no  choice  but  to  continue  to 
present  evidence  to  you  and  pray  that  future  Justice  Department  efforts 
prove  more  diligent  in  the  environmental  arena. 

On  Duly  23,  1993,  the  U.S.  Fish  & Wildlife  Service  (FWS)  proposed  to 
protect  the  Southwestern  willow  flycatcher  as  endangered.  Critical  Flabitat 
was  also  proposed  at  that  time.  Among  other  locations,  the  proposed 
Critical  Habitat  includes  Lake  Isabella  at  the  confluence  of  the  North  Fork 
and  the  South  Fork  of  the  Kern  River,  near  Bakersfield,  California. 

The  Southwestern  willow  flycatcher  is  the  most  endangered  bird  in  the 
continental  United  States.  In  1993,  there  were  approximately  500  pairs  of 
flycatchers  surviving.  On  February  27,  1995,  the  FWS  formalized  protection 
of  the  flycatcher  as  endangered.  At  that  time,  FWS  concluded  that  there 
were  approximately  300  - 500  nesting  pairs.  FWS  stated,  however,  that 
"Virtually  all  nesting  groups  monitored ... [from  the  late  1980's  to  1993] 
have  continued  to  decline..."  By  December  1995,  FWS  officials  estimated 
that  there  were  approximately  300  total  pairs  surviving. 

There  are  now  only  five  populations  of  20  or  more  flycatchers.  Seventy 
five  per  cent  of  the  flycatchers  are  now  found  in  groups  of  five  or  less. 

The  five  populations  of  20  or  more  flycatchers  are  located  in  California  at 
Lake  Isabella  and  at  Camp  Pendleton,  in  Arizona  at  Roosevelt  Lake  and  at  the 
lower  San  Pedro  River,  and  in  New  Mexico  on  the  upper  Gila  River. 
Destruction  of  the  flycatcher  territories  at  Lake  Isabella  in  1995  and  in 
1996  have  seriously  affected  the  Lake  Isabella  population,  as  well  as  the 
flycatcher  population  in  general.  The  1995  inundation  at  Lake  Isabella 
destroyed  at  least  seven  flycatcher  territories.  The  1996  inundation  not 
only  destroyed  even  more  flycatcher  territories,  the  1996  inundation  also 
reduced  reproduction  among  survivors. 

On  Duly  26,  1995,  Susan  Ramos,  Acting  Chief,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
Environmental  Resources  Branch  asked  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  for 
permission  to  continue  the  ongoing  inundation  of  flycatcher  habitat  at  Lake 
Isabella.  (Exhibit  #1)  Destruction  of  endangered  species  or  the  destruction 
of  designated  or  proposed  Critical  Habitat  is  illegal. 

Ultimately,  Colonel  John  Reese  and  Lt.  Colonel  Jack  Scherer,  U.S.  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers  District  Engineers,  and  Chuck  Williams,  Kern  River  Water 
Master,  chose  to  disobey  the  law.  Reese  and  Scherer,  as  the  leaders  of  the 
federal  agency  responsible  for  oversight  and  licensing  of  the  operations  at 
Lake  Isabella,  did  not  consult  with  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  before 
destroying  Southwestern  willow  flycatcher  territories  or  proposed  Critical 
Habitat  as  required  by  law.  Reese,  Scherer,  and  Williams  inundated  and 
destroyed  flycatchers  and  flycatcher  habitat. 

The  requirements  of  the  Endangered  Species  Act  are  very  clear: 

"INTERAGENCY  COOPERATION  ...  SEC . 7...  (a)  FEDERAL  AGENCY  ACTIONS  AND 
CONSULTATIONS.  - (1)  The  Secretary  shall  review  other  programs  administered 
by  him  and  utilize  such  programs  in  furtherance  of  the  purposes  of  this  Act. 
All  other  Federal  agencies  shall,  in  consultation  with  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Secretary,  utilize  their  authorities  in  furtherance  of  the 
purposes  of  this  Act  by  carrying  out  programs  for  the  conservation  of 
endangered  species  and  threatened  species  listed  pursuant  to  section  4 of 
this  Act.  (2)  Each  Federal  agency  shall,  in  consultation  with  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Secretary,  insure  that  any  action  authorized,  funded,  or 
carried  out  by  such  agency  (hereinafter  in  this  section  referred  to  as  an 
"agency  action")  is  not  likely  to  jeopardize  the  continued  existence  of  any 
endangered  species  or  threatened  species  or  result  in  the  destruction  or 
adverse  modification  of  habitat  of  such  species  which  is  determined  by  the 
Secretary,  after  consultation  as  appropriate  with  affected  States,  to  be 
critical,  unless  such  agency  has  been  granted  an  exemption  for  such  action 


by  the  Committee  pursuant  to  subsection  (h)  of  this  section.  In  fulfilling 
the  requirements  of  this  paragraph  each  agency  shall  use  the  best  scientific 
and  commercial  data  available.  (3)  Subject  to  such  guidelines  as  the 
Secretary  may  establish,  a Federal  agency  shall  consult  with  the  Secretary 
on  any  prospective  agency  action  at  the  request  of,  and  in  cooperation  with, 
the  prospective  permit  or  license  applicant  if  the  applicant  has  reason  to 
believe  that  an  endangered  species  or  a threatened  species  may  be  present  in 
the  area  affected  by  his  project  and  that  implementation  of  such  action  will 
likely  affect  such  species.  (4)  Each  Federal  agency  shall  confer  with  the 
Secretary  on  any  agency  action  which  is  likely  to  jeopardize  the  continued 
existence  of  any  species  proposed  to  be  listed  under  section  4 or  result  in 
the  destruction  or  adverse  modification  of  critical  habitat  proposed  to  be 
designated  for  such  species..." 

Intentionally  destroying  federally  protected  wildlife  is  a crime  under  the 
Endangered  Species  Act: 

PROHIBITED  ACTS... SEC.  9... (a)  GENERAL.  - (1)  Except  as  provided  in  sections 
6(g)(2)  and  10  of  this  Act,  with  respect  to  any  endangered  species  of  fish 
or  wildlife  listed  pursuant  to  section  4 of  this  Act  it  is  unlawful  for  any 
person  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  to  - ...(B)  take  any 
such  species  within  the  United  States  or  the  territorial  sea  of  the  United 
States; . . . 

PENALTIES  AND  ENFORCEMENT. . .SEC.  11... (a)  CIVIL  PENALTIES.  - (1)  Any  person 
who  knowingly  violates,  and  any  person  engaged  in  business  as  an  importer  or 
exporter  of  fish,  wildlife,  or  plants  who  violates,  any  provision  of  this 
Act,  or  any  provision  of  any  permit  or  certificate  issued  here  under,  or  of 
any  regulation  issued  in  order  to  implement  subsection  (a)(1)(A),  (B),  (C), 
(D),  (E),  or  (F),  (a)(2)(A),  (B),  (C),  or  (D),  (c),  (d)  (other  than 
regulation  relating  to  record  keeping  or  filing  of  reports),  (f),  or  (g)  of 
section  9 of  this  Act,  may  be  assessed  a civil  penalty  by  the  Secretary  of 
not  more  than  $25,000  for  each  violation,  (b)  CRIMINAL  VIOLATIONS.  - (1)  Any 
person  who  knowingly  violates  any  provision  of  this  Act,  of  any  permit  or 
certificate  issued  here  under,  or  of  any  regulation  issued  in  order  to 
implement  subsection  (a)(1)(A),  (B),  (C),  (D),  (E),  or  (F);  (a)(2)(A),  (B), 
(C),  or  (D),  (c),  (d)  (other  than  a regulation  relating  to  record  keeping, 
or  filing  of  reports),  (f),  or  (g)  of  section  9 of  this  Act  shall,  upon 
conviction,  be  fined  not  more  than  $50,000  or  imprisoned  for  not  more  than 
one  year,  or  both.  Any  person  who  knowingly  violates  any  provision  of  any 
other  regulation  issued  under  this  Act  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  fined  not 
more  than  $25,000  or  imprisoned  for  not  more  than  six  months,  or  both. 

Defrauding  the  government  is  a felony  under  18  U.S.C.  1001  (Prohibition 
against  fraud  in  a Government  matter): 

"18  U.S.C.  1001:  Prohibition  against  fraud  in  a Government  matter .. .Whoever, 
in  any  matter  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  department  or  agency  of  the 
United  States  knowingly  and  willfully  falsifies,  conceals  or  covers  up  by 
any  trick,  scheme  or  device  a material  fact,  or  makes  any  false,  fictitious 
or  fraudulent  statements  or  representations,  or  makes  or  use  any  false 
writing  or  document  knowing  the  same  to  contain  any  false,  fictitious  or 
fraudulent  statement  or  entry,  shall  be  fined  not  more  than  $10,000  or 
imprisoned  not  more  than  five  years,  or  both." 

Conspiracy  to  defraud  the  government  is  also  a felony  under  18  U.S.C.  371: 
"18  U.S.C.  371:  Conspiracy  to  defraud  United  States:  If  two  or  more  persons 
conspire  either  to  commit  any  offense  against  the  United  States,  or  to 
defraud  the  United  States,  or  any  agency  thereof  in  any  manner  or  for  any 
purpose,  and  one  or  more  of  such  persons  do  any  act  to  effect  the  object  of 
the  conspiracy,  each  shall  be  fined  not  more  than  $10,000  or  imprisoned  not 
more  than  five  years,  or  both." 

By  October  4,  1995,  FWS  was  expressive  concerning  illegal  "take,"  threat  to 
the  flycatcher  population  and  limitation  of  future  conservation  options: 
"...because  the  numbers  are  so  low,  and  there  was  unauthorized  take  in  1995 
which  posed  a major  threat  to  the  population .. .the  FWS  for  1996  would  not 


authorize  take  and  would  ask  for  management  of  the  reservoir  to  avoid 
inundation  of  habitat..."  (Exhibit  #2:  FWS  Memorandum,  October  4,  1995) 


By  October  10,  1995,  FWS  issued  further  warming  to  the  Army  Corps: 

"...The  population  of  southwestern  willow  flycatcher  on  the  South  Fork  of 
the  Kern  River  is  one  of  only  two  stable  nesting  groups  of  this  species 
occurring  in  California. . .The  Service  thinks  that  the  operation  and 
management  of  Isabella  Reservoir,  including  the  proposed  temporary 
encroachment,  will  result  in  "take".  Without  the  implementation  of  adequate 
mitigation  measures  the  action  could  preclude  survival  and  recovery  of  the 
species..."  (Exhibit  #3:  FWS  correspondence,  October  10,  1995  to  U.S.  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers) 

No  mitigation  measures  were  implemented. 

By  December  15,  1995,  there  is  evidence  that  John  Garamendi,  Deputy 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  openly  and  intimately  involved.  A FWS  "Daily 
Record  of  Events"  for  Friday,  December  15,  1995  states: 

"...I  told  Garamendi  that  there  are  only  about  300  pairs  left  with  36  of 
these  at  Isabella  & last  year  there  was  take  of  7 pairs..."  (Exhibit  #4:  FWS 
Daily  Record  of  Events,  December  15,  1995) 

On  January  22,  1996,  in  a FWS  Briefing  Statement,  the  fact  that  illegal 
inundation  of  Lake  Isabella  had  occurred  was  again  confirmed: 

"In  1995  seven  nests  were  known  to  be  inundated  due  to  high  reservoir 
levels... The  Service  believes  that  annual  inundation  of  habitat  without 
mitigation  measures  during  the  breeding  season  may  jeopardize  the  continued 
existence  of  the  flycatcher  by  inundating  approximately  1300  acres  of 
breeding  habitat  (willow-cottonwood  riparian)  and  directly  causing  "take"  of 
10  to  35  nesting  pairs  due  to  inundation  of  nest  sites.  Recent  status 
reviews  considered  extirpation  from  California  to  be  possible  and  at  current 
population  levels,  with  continuing  threats,  extinction  is  foreseeable." 
(Exhibit  #5:  FWS  Briefing  Statement,  1/22/96) 

By  January  30,  1996,  Garamendi' s involvement  resulted  in  documented 
consequence.  Instead  of  lowering  levels  of  Lake  Isabella,  the  Bakersfield 
Californian  reported  that  no  law  would  get  in  the  way  of  storing  water: 

"The  federal  government  will  allow  Isabella  Lake  to  be  filled  to  the  brim 
this  year,  despite  possible  drowning  of  endangered  Southwestern  Willow 
Flycatchers . 

John  Garamendi,  a former  California  legislator,  called  the  announcement  a 
significant,  common  sense,  win-win  agreement... 

Last  year,  when  the  lake  neared  its  5700,  acre-foot  potential,  water  levels 
rose  high  enough  to  inundate  10  flycatcher  eggs..."  (Exhibit  #6:  Bakersfield 
Californian,  Jim  Carnal,  1/30/96) 

On  February  1,  1996,  Watermaster  Williams  wrote  Garamendi: 

"With  your  leadership  and  direct  intervention  we  have  hopefully  taken  that 
first  step  towards  securing,  on  a long-term  basis,  continued  operation  of 
Isabella  Reservoir  for  water  conservation  purposes  without  disruption  due  to 
the  Endangered  Species  Act."  (Exhibit  #7:  correspondence,  Watermaster  to 
Garamendi,  2/1/96) 

On  January  30,  1996,  Watermaster  Williams'  attorney,  Scott  Kuney  wrote  to 
the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service: 

"I  wanted  to  write  you  this  letter  while  memories  of  yesterdays  meeting 
with  Assistant  Secretary  Garamendi,  Congressman  Dooley,  Colonel  Scherer,  the 
Kern  River  Watermaster,  yourself  and  others,  are  still  fresh  in  everyone's 
minds... To  recap,  with  regard  to  the  1996  water  year... No  restrictions  or 
conditions  will  be  imposed  on  Isabella  Reservoir  operations.  Any  required 
avoidance,  minimization  or  mitigation  measures  will  be  provided  through 
alternative  management  techniques  and  not  by  adjustments  to  flood  control  or 
water  conservation  procedures.."  (Exhibit  #8:  correspondence,  Scott  Kuney  to 
FWS  official  Wayne  White,  1/30/96) 


Because  illegal  inundation  of  Lake  Isabella  continued  throughout  1995, 
options  for  actions  in  1996  were  now  limited.  This  was  confirmed  in  a FWS 
Memorandum,  dated  January  30,  1996: 

"...due  to  unauthorized  take  of  7 pairs  during  WY  1995,  we  could  not  afford 
to  authorize  any  take  this  year  - it  would  be  a jeopardy  situation..." 
(Exhibit  #9:  FWS  Memorandum,  1/30/96) 

On  February  2,  1996,  the  involvement  of  Katie  McGinty,  Clinton 
Administration  Director  of  the  Council  on  Environmental  Quality  became 
obvious.  A memo  from  Garamendi  to  McGinty  is  clear: 

"Katie. .. Lake  Isabella  is  taken  care  of..."  (Exhibit  #10:  correspondence, 
John  Garamendi  to  Katie  McGinty,  2/2/96) 

By  February  5,  1995  attorneys  for  water  storage  advocates  at  Lake  Isabella, 
again  confirmed  Garamendi 's  involvement: 

"Feedback  from  Sunday  mtg,  on  this  has  been  good  - They  are  looking  for  your 
follow  through  & supervision"  (Exhibit  #11:  Facsimile  memo,  Bronson  Van  Wyck 
and  Company,  Bakersfield,  John  Garamendi,  2/5/96) 

By  May  16,  1996,  when  the  Fish  & Wildlife  Service  forwarded  the  Biological 
Opinion  to  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  destruction  of  flycatchers  and 
proposed  Critical  Habitat  was  no  longer  to  be  avoided  for  1996.  The  May  16, 
1996,  FWS  Biological  Opinion  states: 

"...Water  management  alternatives  to  avoid  impacts  to  southwestern  willow 
flycatchers  were  not  addressed  after  lanuary  29,  1996,  when  representatives 
of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  the  Corps,  and  the  Service,  made  a public 
statement  that  such  alternatives  would  not  be  considered  for  the  1996  water 
year..."  (Exhibit  #12:  FWS  Biological  Opinion,  5/16/96) 

Obviously,  Garamendi,  and  apparently  McGinty  and  Dooley,  interfered  with 
the  ability  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  to  obey  its  legal  mandate  to 
protect  the  Southwestern  willow  flycatcher  and  its  habitat.  These  actions 
conflict  with  several  laws. 

Preordaining  the  result  of  an  agency's  consultative  process  is  illegal. 
Pursuant  to  the  Endangered  Species  Act,  50  C.F.R.  Sec.  402.14(h)(3)  states: 
"...A  "jeopardy"  biological  opinion  shall  include  reasonable  and  prudent 
alternatives,  if  any.  If  the  Service  is  unable  to  develop  such 
alternatives,  it  will  indicate  that  to  the  best  of  its  knowledge  there  are 
no  reasonable  and  prudent  alternatives." 

Violating  50  C.F.R.  402.14(h)(3)  by  Garamendi,  and  apparently  McGinty  and 
Dooley,  also  violates  18  U.S.C.  1505  ("Obstruction  of  proceedings  before 
agencies"),  as  well  as  the  18  U.S.C.  statutes  noted  above  (18  U.S.C.  1001 
Fraud  in  a Government  matter,  and  18  U.S.C.  371  Conspiracy  to  commit  offense 
or  to  defraud  United  States). 

18  U.S.C.  1505:  Obstruction  of  proceedings  before  departments,  agencies, 
and  committees  states: 

"Whoever  corruptly,  or  by  threats  or  force,  or  by  any  threatening  letter  or 
communication  influences,  obstructs,  or  impedes  or  endeavors  to  influence, 
obstruct  or  impede  the  due  and  proper  administration  of  the  law  under  which 
any  pending  proceeding  is  being  had  before  any  department  or  agency  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  due  and  proper  exercise  of  the  power  of  inquiry  under 
which  any  inquiry  or  investigation  is  being  had  by  either  House,  or  any 
committee  of  either  House  or  any  joint  committee  of  the  Congress--  Shall  be 
fined  not  more  than  $5000  or  imprisoned  not  more  than  five  years,  or  both." 

We  look  forward  to  the  results  of  your  investigation  and  prosecution.  We 
trust  that  the  Dustice  Department  will  help  remedy  the  tragic  actions 
documented  in  this  correspondence . 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  Robin  Silver, 
M.D.,  Conservation  Chair,  SWCBD,  P.0.  Box  39629,  Phoenix,  AZ  85069-9629; 

Ph. : 602  246  4170. 


Sincerely, 

Robin  D.  Silver,  M.D. 


Conservation  Chair 


"RE ; Poem:  Trouble"  

Date:  22  Apr  1996  16:53:09  GMT 

From:  DHB4450@utalrg.uta.edu(3oseph  Sky  Turtle) 

Sub j : Trouble 

UUCP  email 

Great  Spirit 
I'm  troubled 
>From  every  side. 

Do  you  know  where  I can  hide? 

Go  to  the  Coyote, 

Great  Spirit  replied, 

>From  your  trouble 
He'll  Teach  you  to  hide. 

So  off  I went 
Feeling  just  fine 
Until  I met  Coyote 
Tangled  in  a vine. 

How  did  you  get  there 
Coyote  my  friend? 

And  why  do  I smell 
Trouble  in  the  wind? 

Great  Spirit  how  do  I 
Get  free  from  this  vine? 

You  should  have  heard 
That  Coyote's  smooth  line! 

Ha!  said  Great  Spirit, 

Coyote  did  just  fine. 

When  the  vine  sets  you  free 
You'll  know  Coyote  is  but  me. 

Don't  hide  from  your  trouble. 

Or  how  will  you  see. 

That  like  Coyote 
The  vine  is  just  me. 

There's  much  trouble 
In  this  universe  of  mine. 

Stay  where  your  at 

And  we'll  both  solve  it  in  time. 

1ST 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  97/03/16  11:17 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  <dfsanders@genie.com> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  March  30-April  5 

MALAKI 

(March) 

(Nana) 


30 

Stone  remains  when  all  else  passes  away. 

31 

Build  to  preserve,  not  to  destroy. 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

April  was  the  last  of  the  6 months  in  the  Hoo-ilo,  or  Winter,  period  of 
ancient  times,  which  ran  from  November  through  April. 

1 

The  earth's  magic  is  a gift  of  wonder. 

2 

Never  abandon  your  dreams. 

3 

Memories  dwell  within  the  soul. 

4 

Return  to  the  places  of  childhood  --  there  is  your  cycle  renewed. 

5 

Happiness  and  fulfillment  are  found  only  in  our  own  hearts. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  27  March  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tue,  25  Mar  1997  12:04:38  GMT 
From:  woodowl@aol.com 

Sub j : "Bring  Peltier  Home"  Tour  Comes  to  Richmond,  VA,  April  20 
Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

"Bring  Peltier  Home"  Campaign  Tour  Comes  to  Richmond,  VA 

The  "Bring  Peltier  Home"  Spring  Tour,  featuring  Dennis  Banks  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement,  will  be  coming  to  the  University  of  Richmond,  Sunday,  April 
20,  7-10  PM.  Accompanied  by  several  Native  musicians  and  other  entertainers. 
Banks  is  headlining  a road  tour  that  stops  in  several  Eastern  Seaboard  cities 
this  spring,  educating  the  public  about  the  Leonard  Peltier  case,  and 
supporting  the  national  drive  for  President  Clinton  to  grant  executive 
clemency. 

Peltier  was  wrongly  convicted  of  the  shooting  deaths  of  two  U.S.  government 
agents  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota  in  1975,  and  sentenced 
to  two  life  sentences.  Seventeen  years  after  his  conviction,  the  government 
admitted  it  "really  doesn't  know"  who  shot  their  agents. 

Locally  sponsored  by  the  University  of  Richmond's  ITTOYHA:  Interest  in 
Native  American  Cultures,  and  by  the  Gottwald  Speakers'  Board,  the  Richmond 
tour  stop  will  be  held  at  the  Camp  Concert  Hall  in  the  Modlin  Center  for  the 
Arts  on  the  University  of  Richmond  campus. 

Local  entertainers,  including  the  Soy  Hero  group,  and  local  Native  drummers 
and  dancers  will  open  the  show,  followed  by  tour  entertainers  Bernard 
Peoples,  Geraldine  Harte,  Heath  St.  Dohn,  and  Star  Nayea.  Dennis  Banks,  an 
AIM  contemporary  of  Peltier  and  a Native  activist  since  the  1970' s,  will 
outline  Peltier's  case  history  and  cite  federal  documents  pointing  to 
Peltier's  innocence. 

For  more  information  about  the  University  of  Richmond  tour  stop,  contact 
local  coordinator  Bryan  Small  at  804-662-3016. 

For  more  information  about  the  Peltier  case,  read  "In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy 
Horse"  by  Peter  Matthiessen,  rent  the  Robert  Redford  video  documentary 


"Incident  at  Oglala",  visit  the  Peltier  web  site  at 

http://www.unicom.net/peltier/index.htmlj  and  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee  at  913-842-5774.  For  additional  information  about  the 
"Bring  Peltier  Home"  Spring  Clemency  Tourj  contact  the  Tour  office  at 
606-431-2346. 


Date:  Wedj  19  Mar  1997  18:31:02  -0500 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub  j : SOUTHEASTERN  REGIONAL  AIM  CONFERENCE 

AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT 

MIDDLE  TENNESSEE  SUPPORT  GROUP 

MICHAEL  SIMSj  CHAIRPERSON 

SOUTHEASTERN  REGIONAL  AIM  CONFERENCE 

HOSTED  BY  THE  MIDDLE  TENNESSEE  AIM  SUPPORT  GROUP 

WHEN:  MAY  22TH-MAY  25TH 

WHERE:  Red  Boilings  SpringSj  Tennessee 

The  Middle  Tennessee  AIM  Support  Group  would  like  to  announce  the 
upcoming  Southeastern  Regional  Conference  and  extend  an  invitation  to 
all.  May  22-23  will  be  set  aside  for  discussions  and  forums  with  AIM 
chapters  and  support  groups  and  those  wishing  to  form  a chapter  or 
support  group.  An  open  forum  will  be  held  on  May  24thj  at  Deerwood 
Amphitheater  with  Dennis  BankSj  AIM  National  Field  Director  presiding. 
Closing  discussions  are  to  be  held  on  the  25th.  Primitive  camping  will 
be  available.  There  are  several  turn  of  the  century  hotels  and  health 
spas  available  at  very  reasonable  rates.  For  further  information  about 
Red  Boiling  Springs  or  hotel  accommodations  check 

http://ucbd.com/go/RBS/rbs-biz.htm.  We  are  asking  for  reservations  and 
donations.  Any  assistance  from  those  planning  to  attend  would  also  be 
greatly  appreciated.  For  further  information  contact: 

Michael  Sims  (615)  621-3361  or  dragonf ly@multipro . com 

lody  Willett  (205)  379-4837  or  swillet@ro.com 
We  are  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  there.  This  is  an  event  whose  time 
has  come  and  you  are  the  ones  who  will  make  it  happen. 


Date:  23  Mar  1997  16:33:38  -0800 

From:  jburrows@halcyon.com  (Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies) 
Sub j : CWIS  Seminar  Announcement 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Announcing  Two  Seminars  in  Fourth  World  Studies 
Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies 
FOURTH  WORLD  INSTITUTE 
Presents 

COLLAPSING  STATES  AND  RE-EMERGENT  NATIONS 
With  Dr.  Rudolph  C.  Ryser 

May  2-4j  1997  Dune  20-22j  1997 

Santa  Rosa  Junior  College  First  Nations  House 

Santa  Rosaj  CA  USA  University  of  Toronto 

TorontOj  ONT  CANADA 

1 Eveningj  2 Days  1 Eveningj  2 Days 

If  you  wish  to  apply  to  attend  a Seminar  then  complete  the 
application  beloWj  print  it  out  and  send  it  with  your  payments 
to  CWIS-Fourth  World  Institutej  P.O.  Box  1064  Occidentalj 
California  95465. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

WHAT  IS  THE  SEMINAR  ABOUT? 

This  seminar  provides  an  intensivej  interdisciplinary 
examination  of  the  clash  between  the  culture  of  nations  and  the 
idea  of  the  state  in  the  new  international  political  climate 
after  the  50  Years  Cold  War. 

The  (pre)dominant  world  view  in  the  "new  world  order"  has 
traditionally  focused  on  analysis  that  proceeds  from  a states 


position,  with  all  the  priorities  and  rights  it  accords  itself 
as  a corporate  construct  ruled  by  central  authority.  States 
rely  on  the  ideas  of  mutually  recognized  sovereignty,  military 
defense  of  artificial  boundaries  and  suppression  of  cultural 
diversity  of  nations.  Cultural  resistance,  environmental 
breakdown,  social  instability,  economic  breakdown,  military 
power  and  levels  of  external  threat  are  explained  as  factors  in 
the  breakdown  of  states.  Nations,  persistent  peoples  with  a 
common  and  shared  culture  (cult:  worship;  ure:  earth),  acting 
as  distinct  cultural  personalities  contribute  by  their  actions 
to  the  continued  expansion  or  increasingly  abrupt  breakup  of 
political  states.  Recent  historical  examples  include  Soviet 
Union,  Somalia,  Yugoslavia,  Afghanistan,  and  Lebanon. 
Conventional  ideological  lines,  both  left  and  right,  fail  to 
account  for  the  Fourth  World  perspective  on  divergent  forces  of 
the  state  witnessed,  for  example,  during  the  war  in  Nicaragua 
and  its  social  and  environmental  impact  on  the  Meskito,  Sumo 
and  Rama  Indians. 

Lectures  and  discussion  proceed  from  the  perspective  of  Fourth 
World  nations,  their  territories  and  resources  and  their 
willingness  to  resist  or  cooperate  with  the  state.  We  examine 
how  the  success  or  failure  of  culture,  the  dynamic  and  evolving 
relationship  between  a people,  the  land,  environment  and  the 
cosmos  affects  whether  a state  expands,  breaks  down,  or 
collapses . 

SIMULATION  DIPLOMACY:  Participants  engage  in  a stimulating 
experiential  game  called  "Mental  States,"  an  opportunity  for 
cross-cultural  learning  about  Fourth  World  nations  and  the  role 
of  environmental  preservation  in  the  expansion  or  collapse  of 
states.  Participants  have  the  opportunity  to  directly  examine 
their  personal  identification  with  nations  and/or  states  and 
how  it  impacts  their  world  views. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

ABOUT  THE  SEMINAR 

This  seminar  is  limited  to  35  people,  and  is  designed  as  an 
intensive  learning  and  experiential  practicum  structured  and 
flexibly  responsive  to  the  academic  and  professional  interests 
of  the  participants. 

The  seminar  begins  with  a Friday  evening  Public  Lecture,  and 
then  continues  for  two  intensive  days.  Participants  will  be 
able  to: 

* Understand  the  relationship  between  Fourth  World  nations 
and  international  states  as  a factor  (along  side 
environment,  economics,  social  order,  military  power  and 
levels  of  external  threat)  determining  whether  states 
continue  to  expand,  breakdown  or  collapse. 

* Understand  the  relationship  between  culture  and 
environmental  balance  to  ensure  environmental  security. 

* Explain  the  differences  between  nations  and  states  and 
understand  the  major  elements  of  contention  between  them. 

* Identify  3 European  nations,  3 western  hemispheric 
nations,  3 African  nations  and  3 Asian  and  Melanesian 
nations  and  comment  on  their  relationship  to  the  state. 

* Present  at  least  one  constructive  alternative  approach  to 
establishing  a relationship  of  coexistence  between 
nations  and  states. 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

WHO  SHOULD  PARTICIPATE? 

International  Affairs  professionals  and  students.  Nation  and 
State  government  officials  in  foreign  affairs,  native 
administration,  international  policy  formulation  and  diplomacy, 
academics,  activist  and  non-governmental  organization 


representatives  concerned  with  geography,  anthropology, 
environmental  studies,  international  relations,  political 
science,  sociology,  cross-cultural  relations,  government 
administration  as  well  as  interdisciplinary  researchers, 
faculty  and  graduate  students. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


WHERE  WILL  THE  SEMINAR  CONVENE? 

SANTA  ROSA  SITE: 

The  Public  Lecture  and  Seminar  will  convene  on  the  campus  of 
the  Santa  Rosa  Junior  College  in  Santa  Rosa,  California 


TORONTO,  CANADA  SITE: 

The  Public  Lecture  and  Seminar  will  convene  on  the  campus  of 
the  University  of  Toronto  in  Toronto,  Ontario  CANADA 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


WHEN  WILL  THE  SEMINAR  CONVENE? 
SANTA  ROSA  JUNIOR  COLLEGE  SITE: 


Public  Lecture:  Friday,  May  2 from  7:00pm  to  9:00pm 

Seminar  Sessions:  Saturday,  May  3,  and  Sunday,  May  4 
from  9:00am  to  5:00pm 
UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO  SITE: 


Public  Lecture:  Friday,  June  20  from  7:00pm  to  9:00pm 

Seminar  Sessions:  Saturday,  June  21  and  Sunday,  June  22 
from  9:00am  to  5:00pm 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


WHO  IS  SPONSORING  THE  SEMINAR? 

The  Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies-Fourth  World  Institute 
is  an  American  Indian  controlled  research  and  education 
organization  dedicated  to  the  advancement  of  indigenous 
peoples'  ideas  and  knowledge.  Founded  in  1984,  CWIS  elaborates 
national  and  international  policy  and  through  the  Fourth  World 
Institute  conducts  continuing  education  seminars  and  workshops 
in  Fourth  World  Studies:  Geopolitics,  history,  philosophy, 
human  ecology.  Traditional  Medicine,  and  development.  The 
Institute  for  Environmental  Education  and  the  Intercultural/ 
Global  Studies  Committee  jointly  serve  as  sponsoring  hosts  on 
the  campus  of  Santa  Rosa  Junior  College.  The  First  Nations 
House  serves  as  sponsoring  host  on  the  campus  of  the  University 
of  Toronto. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


WHO  IS  TEACHING  THE  SEMINAR? 

Dr.  Rudolph  C.  Ryser  earned  a Ph.D.  in  International  Relations 
from  the  Union  Institute.  The  principal  architect  of  the 
discipline  of  Fourth  World  Geopolitics,  Dr.  Ryser  (Cowlitz 
Indian  Tribe)  founded  the  Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies 
in  1984  with  Grand  Chief  George  Manuel  (Secwepemc  Nation).  Dr. 
Ryser  served  as  negotiations  advisor  to  resolve  conflicts 
between  indigenous  governments  and  states  in  the  United  States, 
Canada,  the  Russian  Federation,  Nicaragua,  Australia  and 
Indonesia.  Currently  teaching  university  students  and  faculty 
in  seminars  worldwide,  his  research  focuses  on  a wide  variety 
of  topics  including  the  Anti-Indian  Movement  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  land  and  water  rights,  political 
sovereignty,  terrorism,  cultural  diversity  and  environmental 
issues  including  nuclear  waste  dumping  in  the  Fourth  World. 


Early  in  his  career  Dr.  Ryser  served  in  a variety  of  public 
policy,  research,  economic  development  and  intergovernmental 
relations  posts  including  Executive  Director  of  the  National 
Congress  of  American  Indians,  the  Small  Tribes  Organization  of 
Western  Washington,  Special  Assistant  to  the  President  of  the 
World  Council  of  Indigenous  Peoples  and  Specialist  on  Federal 
Administration  of  Indian  Affairs  for  the  American  Indian  Policy 
Review  Commission. 


He  participated  in  the  proceedings  of  the  U.N.  Working  Group  on 
Indigenous  Populations  and  served  as  the  Rapporteur  drafting 
the  International  Covenant  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Nations. 
He  has  addressed  policy  conferences  of  the  Quinault  Indian 
Nation,  Lummi  Indian  Nation,  Western  Shoshone,  National 
Aboriginal  Council  and  Treaty  Six  Chiefs,  and  has  lectured  at 
the  University  of  California  - Berkeley,  Evergreen  State 
College.  He  is  the  author  of  four  books  and  50  journal 
articles  and  essay  contributions  to  anthologies. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


TUITION,  FEES,  LODGING,  TRAVEL 

HOUSING  AND  FOOD:  Lodging  and  meals  at  nearby  hotels  and 
restaurants  are  available  at  reasonable  rates.  Supplemental 
information  about  specific  hotels  and  restaurants  will  be 
provided  upon  registration 

TRAVEL:  Santa  Rosa  is  60  minutes  north  of  San  Francisco  using 
Highway  101.  Shuttle  flights  (United  Express)  from  San 
Francisco  Airport  arrive  daily  at  the  Santa  Rosa  Airport,  10 
minutes  from  the  Seminar  site. 

TUITION  & FEES:  $250  (US)  A non-refundable  deposit  of  $50  is 
due  21  days  prior  to  the  start  of  the  program.  Full  payment  is 
due  2 weeks  in  advance.  Upon  receipt  of  your  deposit  you  will 
receive  a comprehensive  packet  containing  a detailed  schedule, 
seminar  readings  and  materials.  People  wishing  to  attend  only 
the  Fri.  lecture  may  do  so  for  $10.00  General  Admission  and 
$5.00  for  Students.  Make  checks  payable  to  C.W.I.S. 


Fees  Include:  Tuition,  course  materials.  Introductory  Lecture, 
seminar  lectures,  supervised  study.  [Certain  educational  and 
professional  advancement  expenses  may  be  tax  deductible  in  the 
United  States.] 

For  more  Information  contact 

Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies 

Fourth  World  Institute 

P.0.  Box  1064 

Occidental,  CA  95465 

Telephone:  707/869-3137 

Email:  cwislka@wco.com 

AAAAAAAAAAA 

APPLICATION 

Please  fill  out  (PRINT)  and  return  with  your  payment  to  the  above 
address . 

If  you  have  questions  please  do  not  hesitate  to  call  or  email. 

Seminar  title  

Dates / / to  / / 


Enclosed:  Deposit  ($50.00  US)  

Full  Tuition  ($250  US  - Deposit  included) 

Name: 

Institutional  Affiliation: 

Address : 

City: St/Prv: 

Postcode : 

Country: 

Email: 


Phone:  Work / / Home / / 

Fax / / 

Age: Sex:  Female Male 

What  is  your  academic,  professional  or  other  background? 


Are  you  taking  this  Seminar  for  Faculty  Development  or  Profession 
Development?  (Describe  your  expectations) 


What  are  your  goals  for  this  seminar? 

Are  you  currently  an  Intern  or  Fellow  with  the  Center  For  World 
Indigenous 

Studies?  YES  _ NO 

Are  you  interested  in  applying  for  an  Internship  or  Fellowship? 
_ YES  _ NO 

What  is  your  departure  city? 


Expected  departure  and  return  date:  

Deposit  of  $50.00  or 

Full  Payment  is  enclosed  as  a 

check  or  money  order  payable  to 

Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies  YES  NO 

SEND  TO:  Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies 

Fourth  World  Institute 
P.0.  Box  1064 
Occidental,  CA  95465 

/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

John  Burrows,  Executive  Director  < jburrows@halcyon . com> 

Center  For  World  Indigenous  Studies  PGP  Key  0xEE26CD6D 

available 

http://www.halcyon.com/FWDP/fwdp.html  on  key  servers  or  via 

finger 


Date:  Mon,  24  Mar  1997  14:31:02  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : 4th  Annual  Keeper  of  the  Plains  Pow  wow,  Enid,  OK 


HEAD  STAFF: 

MC: 

Head  Man  Dancer: 
Head  Lady  Dancer: 
Host  Drum: 

Area  Directors: 


4TH  Annual 

Keeper  of  the  Plains  Pow  wow 
A Native  American  Celebration 
April  19-20,  1997 
Convention  Hall 
Enid,  Oklahoma 

Curtis  Zunigha 
Howard  Todome,  Jr. 

Salina  Todome 
Rockin  Horse 

Dennis  Black  & 3osh  Norman 


CONTEST  CATEGORIES 
Men  & Junior  Boys 
Traditional 
Straight/Grass 
Fancy 

Men 


Grand  Entry  times: 
CONTACTS: 

Linday  Bolin, 

Bob  Alwert, 

Marie  Childs, 

John  Norman, 


Women  & Junior  Girls 
Buckskin 
Cloth 

Fancy  Shawl/Jingle 

& Women's  Golden  Age 
Tiny  Tots 

Contest  will  be  judged  on  the  point  system. 

Saturday,  1:00pm  & 7:00pmj  Sunday,  1:00pm 


(405)237-6444 
(405)234-8456 
(405)233-7509 
(405)233-8469 
GENERAL  ADMISSION:  $3.00  per  day 

Co-Hosted  by  Keeper  of  the  Plains  & Enid  Intertribal 


Arts  & Crafts 
Concessions 
Dance  Contest 
General  Information 


Date:  21  Mar  1997  20:23:46  -0500 


From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

These  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native  Events 
Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


David  LaSarte 
05/11/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 
Sub j : USA/CA-David  LaSarte 

Stick  Game  (aka  Hand  Game,  Bone  Game)  Tournament 
$9,000  in  Prize  Money 
at 

Stanford  Pow  Wow 
May  10  & 11,  1997 

Mother's  Day  Weekend 
Prizes 

1st  Place  - $5,000 
2nd  Place  - $2,000 
3rd  Place  - $1,250 
4th  Place  - $750 

Registration  Information 

- Contact  Dave  LaSarte  (415)  949-1782 

- Entry  Fee:  $300  per  team  (minimum  4 players  per  team) 

- Tournament  begins:  Saturday,  May  10,  11:00AM 

- Registration  Deadline:  Saturday,  May  10,  9:00AM 

- Pre-Register  and  get  4 FREE  Stanford  Pow  Wow  caps 
Sponsored  by: 

The  Stanford  American  Indian  Organization 

P.O.  Box  2990 

Stanford,  CA  94309 

(415)  725-6947  FAX  (415)  725-6900 


Stanford  Stick  Game  Tournament 
05/11/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

Stick  Game  (Hand  Game/Bone  Game)  Tournament 
$9,000  in  Prize  Money 
at 

Stanford  Pow  Wow 
May  10  & 11,  1997 

Mother's  Day  Weekend 
Prizes 

1st  Place  - $5,000 
2nd  Place  - $2,000 
3rd  Place  - $1,250 
4th  Place  - $750 

Registration  Information 

- Contact  Dave  LaSarte  (415)  949-1782 

- Entry  Fee:  $300  per  team  (minimum  4 players  per  team) 

- Tournament  begins:  Saturday,  May  10,  11:00AM 

- Registration  Deadline:  Saturday,  May  10,  9:00AM 

- Pre-Register  and  get  4 FREE  Stanford  Pow  Wow  caps 

Sponsored  by: 

The  Stanford  American  Indian  Organization 

P.O.  Box  2990 

Stanford,  CA  94309 

(415)  725-6947  FAX  (415)  725-6900 


4th  Annual  Corpus  Christi  Intertribal  Pow-Wow,  Arts  & Craft 
9/27/1997 


State:  TX  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
September  27,  28,  1997 

4th  Annual  Corpus  Christi  Intertribal  Pow-Wow,  Arts  & 
Craft 

Memorial  Coliseum  402  S Shoreline 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas 

Prizes  and  contest  for  Dancers  and  Drummers 
Head  Staff  to  be  announced 

Venders  & General  information  please  contact: 

Carol  512-985-8208,  Vivian  512-883-9980  or 
LaDonna  512-991-3063 


1st  Native  American  & Southwestern  Arts  and  Craft  Exhibition 
3/29/1997 

State:  TX  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 
March  29th  and  30th  1997 

1st  Native  American  & Southwestern  Arts  and  Craft  Exhibition 
Memorial  Coliseum  402  S.  Shoreline 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas 

For  information  call  512-883-9980  ask  for 
Vivian 

"Exhibition  Dancing  and  Drumming 


Northern  Cherokee  of  Old  Louisiana  Territory 
6/29/1997 

State:  MO  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Traditional  POW-WOW 

Dune  27, 28, and  29,1997 

Boone  County  Fair  Grounds 

Columbia, Missouri 

for  more  info, call  1-800-250-8694 


OUR  HOUSE  TO  YOUR  HOUSE 
6/29/1997 

State:  NY  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

OUR  HOUSE  TO  YOUR  HOUSE 

Issues  of  Land  Base  and  Homelessness 

Art  Exhibition  includes  work  by: 

Dill  Brumfield,  Dim  Denomie,  Alan  Michelson, 
Kent  Monkman,  Allan  Wesaquate 
DAN  24  - MAR  29,  1997 

American  Indian  Community  House  Gallery/Museum 

708  Broadway 

New  York,  NY  10003 

212.598.0100  EXT.  241 


ALL  VETERANS  HONORING  POW  WOW 
9/1/1997 

State:  MN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
ALL  VETERANS 

An  INTERNATIONAL  reunion  will  be  held  August  25 

thru  Labor  Day,  Sept.  1,  1997 

Grand  Rapids,  Minnesota 

at  the  Itasca  County  Fairgrounds 

ALL  VETERANS  HONORING  POW  WOW 

Thursday,  August  28,  1997 

For  vistor/camping  information 

1-800-472-6366 


Vendor  Information 


FAX  1-218-326-4825 

Other  Questions:  Contact  either  co-chair 
Brian  Carlson  1-218-327-1522 
Hohn  Tinquist  1-218-328-6240 
Or  write: 

1st  International  all-Veterans  Reunion  Committee 
P.0.  Box  364 

Grand  Rapids,  Minnesota  55744 


CONFERENCE  ANNOUNCEMENT 
4/9/1997 

State:  NE  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Indigenous  Peoples:  An  International  Symposium  sponsored  by  the  University 
of  Nebraska-Lincoln,  the  University  of  Texas-Austin,  and  the  University  of 
Kansas,  will  be  held  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska  on  April  8-9,  1997.  Walter 
Echo-Flawk,  Native  American  Rights  Fund  senior  staff  attorney,  is  featured 
in  a general  session  in  conjunction  with  the  E.N.  Thompson  Forum  on  World 
Issues.  Megan  Biesele,  Anthropologist  and  Senior  Lecturer  in  the  Department 
of  Art  and  Art  Flistory  at  the  University  of  Texas-Austin  is  also  featured 
and  will  give  a general  session  titled  "Cultural  and  Resource  Rights 
Issues  of  the  San  of  Southern  Africa  since  1970." 

The  symposium  includes  three  panel  discussions  titled  "Human  Rights, 
Environment,  Development,  and  Self  Determination  Among  Indigenous  and 
African  Peoples,"  "Strategies  for  Empowerment:  Indigenous  Rights  and 
Resources  in  Latin  America,"  and  "Strategies  of  Political  Resistance  Among 
Native  Americans."  In  addition  to  these  panel  discussions  which  include 
over  17  individual  paper  presentations,  18  concurrent  session  papers  will 
also  be  presented  which  focus  on  wide  range  of  topics  including  law, 
education,  justice,  natural  resource  strategies  and  other  environmental 
issues,  economic  development,  religion,  cultural  survival,  social  status 
and  mobility,  grassroots  and  community  organizing,  and  other  issues  related 
to  indigenous  peoples  and  human  rights. 

Presenters  representing  more  than  thirteen  institutions  and  eleven  states 
will  participate  in  this  two-day  conference.  Please  direct  inquiries  to: 
Academic  Conferences  and  Professional  Programs,  Division  of  Continuing 
Studies,  University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln,  Lincoln,  NE,  68583-9600,  (402) 
472-2844,  Fax:  (402)  472-9688,  E-mail:  acpp@unl.edu,  WWW  URL  is 
http://www.unl.edu/conted/acpp/ 


25th  Annual  Symposium  on  the  American  Indian 
4/5/1997 

State:  OK  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

The  25th  Symposium  on  the  American  Indian  is  a 
week  of  activities  (April  1-5)  that  focuses  on  the 
accomplishments  and  contributions  of  the  American 
Indian  People.  Activities  include:  Academic 
lectures  and  workshops;  Indian  Symposium  Run;  Arts 
and  crafts  show;  American  Indian  contemporary 
fashion  show;  Productions  by  American  Indian 
performers;  American  Indian  Book  Display;  two-day 
Intertribal  pow-wow. 

"IN  RETROSPECT" 

Northeastern  State  University 
Tahlequah,  Oklahoma 
April  1-5,  1997 

SATURDAY,  March  29 
Indian  Symposium  Run 
TUESDAY,  April  1 
First  Nations  Festival 
(outdoor  activities) 

WEDNESDAY,  April  2 - Friday,  April  4 
Lectures  and  presentations.  Speakers  include: 


Larry  Echo  Hawk  (Pawnee);  Seidel  Standing  Elk 
(N.  Cheyenne);  George  Blue  Spruce  (San  Juan/ 
Laguna  Pueblo);  Joseph  M.  Marshall  (Rosebud 
Sioux);  Lydia  Wyckoff;  Lee  Francis  (Laguna 
Pueblo);  Gregory  H.  Bigler  (Euchee);  Cornel 
Pewewardy  (Comanche/Kiowa);  Drew  Edmondson; 
Michael  Yellow  Bird  (Sahnish/Hidatsa) ; Virginia 
Stroud  (Cherokee/Creek) 

SATURDAY,  April  5 
Intertribal  Pow-wow 

$500  Winner  takes  all.  Traditional  Dancer 
$500  Winner  takes  all.  Fancy  Dancer 

Head  Ceremonial  Singer  - Jerome  Tahhahwah 
Head  Gourd  Dancer  - Melvin  Kerchee  Jr. 

Head  Fancy  Dancer  - Kevin  Connywerdy 

Head  Traditional  Dancer  - Cricket  Shields 

Head  Grass  Dancer  - Willie  RedElk 

Head  Straight  Dancer  - Frank  Suminski 

Head  Lady  - Carla  Wildcat 

Host  Gourd  Clan  - Comanche  War  Scouts 

Arena  Director  - Creighton  Moore 

For  further  information  see: 

www.nsuok.edu/native/ 


OYATE  Spring  Powwow 
4/13/1997 

State:  CO  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

The  most  important  event  will  be  the  spring  pow-wow.  On  April  12th 
and  13th,  Oyate  will  be  sponsoring  a pow-wow  which  will  be  held  at  the 
Coors  Events  Center  on  the  CU  Boulder  Campus.  Check  back  for 
grand  entry  times  and  further  details. 


North  Bay  Clan  Memorial  Day  Pow-wow 
05/22/1997 

State:  FL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

May  22-25  1997  All  activities  begin  9:30am  each  day 

Drum: Buffalo  Singers 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Ron  Mosher 

Head  Lady  Dancer:  Edna  Landers 

No  pets,  drugs,  alcohol. 

Prim,  camping  avail,  for  small  donation.  Vendor  set  up  $50.  plus  donation 
for  Auction,  Elect,  extra. 

More  information  call  or  write  Chief  Lonzo  Woods  POBOX  687  Lynn  Haven  FI. 
32444  or  call  (904)  763-6717 


Native  American  Cultural  Weekend 
07/13/1997 

State:  NH  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

5th  Annual  Native  American  Cultural  Weekend 
Cultural  Exchange  Weekend  which  is  a 
celebration  of  art  song  & dance.  We  have  added  a 
historic  lecture  series  and  have  included 
contemporary  Native  musicians 
of  todays  world  to  give  the  public 
the  correct  awareness 

of  the  Native  People  of  yesterday  and  today, 
everyone  invited.  $2.00  adult  and  children  under  11  free 
July  12  and  13,  9 AM  - 7 PM 
Twin  Mountain,  New  Hampsire 
for  more  info  call  me  directly  at  603-869-3326 
or  for  lodging  info  call  1-800-245-TWIN 


Native  American  Cultural  Weekend 
7/13/1997 

State:  NH  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

5th  Annual  Native  American  Cultural  Weekend 
Duly  12  and  13,  1997 
Twin  Mountain,  N.H. 

Call  organizer  Nancy  603-869-3326 
Lodging  info  1-800-245-Twin 
Historic  Lecture  Series 
Grand  entry  at  noon 

Contemporary  Music  when  drummers  and  dancers  break 
Duly  12th  8 PM  special  evening  performance  by 
Percy  and  Dason  Tuesday  from  Manitoba. 

Awards  recipients:  Roland  Harris  Chairman  of  Mohegan  Tribe 

Tantoo  Cardinal 

Marvin  Burnett 

Nelson  Tsosie 

also: 

Three  drum  groups 

dancers  Dingle  Dress,  Fancy,  Grass, 

Traditional  and  more 
Other  artist: 

40  venders 

Howard  Lyons  Mohawk  singer  songwriter 
Inca  Sapi  and  South  American  dancers 
Daybreak 


Native  American  Cultural  Weekend 
07/13/1997 

State:  NH  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

5th  Annual  Native  American  Cultural  Weekend 
Duly  12  and  13,  1997 
Twin  Mountain,  N.H. 

Call  organizer  Nancy  603-869-3326 
Lodging  info  1-800-245-Twin 
Historic  Lecture  Series 
Grand  entry  at  noon 

Contemporary  Music  when  drummers  and  dancers  break 
Duly  12th  8 PM  special  evening  performance  by 
Percy  and  Dason  Tuesday  from  Manitoba. 

Awards  recipients:  Roland  Harris  Chairman  of  Mohegan  Tribe 

Tantoo  Cardinal 

Marvin  Burnett 

Nelson  Tsosie 

also: 

Three  drum  groups 

dancers  Dingle  Dress,  Fancy,  Grass,  Traditional  and  more 
Other  artist: 

40  venders 

Howard  Lyons  Mohawk  singer  songwriter 
Inca  Sapi  and  South  American  dancers 
Daybreak 


Date:  Fri,  21  Mar  1997  15:57:08  -0500 

From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER  BENEFIT 

SATURDAY  , MARCH  22,  1997 
WHERE:  Cass  Cafe 

4620  Cass  Ave 
Detroit,  Michigan 


WHEN:  9PM 
$1  DONATION 
call:  313-813-1400 

Donations  go  to  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  committee 
PO  BOX  583 
Lawrence,  Kansas 
SPONSORED  BY  KALAMAZOO  LPDC 


Date:  Sat,  22  Mar  1997  10:23:45  -0500 
From:  NAT-FILM  Announce  <info@UNAT.ORG> 

Sub j : Call  for  entries:  Virginia  Film  Festival 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

Acknowledgements  to  Dr.  3AY  RUBY  - Temple  University 


lames  C.  Scales 

Asst.  Director,  Virginia  Film  Festival 
http : //www. Virginia . edu/~vaf ilm 
Asst.  Business  Manager,  Dept,  of  Drama 
http: //www. Virginia . edu/~drama 
Contact  lames  Scales  at 
(804)  982-5279  for  more  information 

Call  For  Entries:  1997  Virginia  Film  Festival 

The  tenth  annual  Virginia  Film  Festival,  to  be  held  from  October 
30-November  2,  1997,  announces  its  annual  call  for  entries.  The 
Virginia  Festival  features  independent  media  among  a diverse  variety  of 
classics  and  feature  premieres,  and  invites  filmmakers  to  participate  in 
stimulating  discussions  with  academic  and  general  audiences.  Special 
consideration  will  be  given  to  films  relating  to  the  Festival's  annual 
theme.  Caged:  Images  of  Imprisonment  and  Freedom,  although  a 
thematic  tie  is  not  mandatory.  Filmmakers  such  as  Ross  McElwee, 
Christine  Choy,  Mark  Rappaport,  and  Su  Friedrich  have  particiapted  in 
past  events.  The  Festival  is  soliciting  16mm  and  35mm  films  as  well  as 
videos  and  CD-ROM's  of  all  genres  and  lengths,  completed  after  August 
1996.  Entries,  on  VHS  or  CD-ROM,  must  be  received  by  luly  1,  1997. 
Contact  for  entry  form:  Virginia  Film  Festival,  Drama  Department, 
Culbreth  Road,  Charlottesville,  VA  22903,  call  1-800-UVA-FEST,  or  e-mail 
to  FILMFEST@virginia.edu. 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast 
Council.  Ask  about  the  NAT-IMATION  native  language  vcr/TV/web  group--> 
Info@UNAT.org 


Date:  Wed,  19  Mar  1997  06:09:43  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Get  your  Keepers  of  the  Fire  Raffle  tickets  now!  GREAT  prizes 
- $1  ea  <GNIEMUTH@UWYO. EDU> 

Sub j : Pow  Wow  info.  Please  post/forward/share/disseminate/copy/etc. 

KEEPERS  OF  THE  FIRE 
ANIMALS,  OUR  BROTHERS  AND  SISTERS 
16th  Annual  Spring  Pow  Wow 
University  of  Wyoming 
April  5 & 6 


Keepers  of  the  Fire  is  the  American  Indian  Club  at  the  University  of 
Wyoming 

Two  of  the  exciting  events  that  are  held  each  year  are  the  Autumn 
Fest,  November  24-29  and  the  Annual  Spring  Pow  Wow. 


Master  of  Ceremonies  Lloyd  Topsky,  Chippewa-Cree 
Arena  Director  Wayland  Bonatsie,  Eastern  Shoshone 


Visiting  Host  Drum  Spirit  Mountain  Singers,  Ojibwe 
Honor  Drum  River  Bottom  Dr.'s,  Northern  Arapahoe 


Head  Man  Wilifred  Ferris,  Eastern  Shoshone 
Head  Woman  Miss  Dicarilla  Apache,  Candy  Paiz 
Color  Gaurd  Richard  Pogue  Post  81,  Ft.  Washakie 

Saturday 

10: 30am-12: 30pm  Gourd  Dancing  - Kitahaki  Singers 
1:00pm  & 7:00pm  Grand  Entry 

Sunday 

10: 30am-12: 30pm  Gourd  Dancing  - Kitahaki  Singers 
1:00pm  Grand  Entry 

"One  does  not  sell  the  earth  upon  which  the  people  walk. 
Tashuunka  Witko  (Crazy  Horse) 


Categories 

Adult  Golden  Age  Division  50  and  older 
Men ' s & Women ' s 
Adult  Division  19-49 
Men's  & Women's  Fancy 
Men's  & Women's  Traditional 
Teen  Division  13-18 
Boy's  and  Girl's  Fancy 
Boy's  and  Girl's  Traditional 
Dunior  Division  7-12 
Boy's  and  Girl's  Fancy 
Boy's  and  Girl's  Traditional 
Childern  6-younger 
Sat  & Sun 

Sponsorship  Package 
Vendor  Information 
is  available: 

Ralph@UWyo.edu,  Morris@UWyo.edu,  visit  UW  Homepage 


Date:  18  Mar  1997  19:41:23  -0500 

From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 

Sub j : USA/NM-Native  American  Youth  Art  Contest 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

This  NEW  event  listing  has  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native  Events 
Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


Native  American  Youth  Art  Contest 
04/15/1997 

State:  NM  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 
National  Call  for  Native  American  Youth  Art. 

Three  entries  will  be  chosen  for  the  launch  of  Warrior  Apparel's  Premier 
children's  line  of  clothing.  Warrior  Apparel  is  100  Native  American 
owned  (Santa  Ana  Pueblo)  and  is  found  in  47  states,  10  foreign  countries 
and  DC  Penney' s across  the  US.  Substantial  publicity  is  expected  for  the 
winners  in  addition  to:  $100.00  Cash,  1 dozen  Warrior  Apparel  T's 
($240  Retail  value),  and  a $100.00  Art  supply  package. 

Ages  18  and  under  are  eligible. 

Must  be  a recognized  of  an  Alaskan  or  Native  American  tribal  member. 
Categories  include  drawings,  paintings,  and  graphic  arts  and  be  themed 
accordingly  to  the  artist's  heritage. 

Please  include:  Name;  School;  Age;  Grade;  Tribe;  Hometown;  and  mailing 
address.  For  more  information  please  call  Melissa  Sanchez  at 
1-800-867-4206.  Thank  You! 


Date:  Tue,  25  Mar  1997  21:30:18  PST 
Sub j : Blackjack  Mountain  Festival 


Blackjack  Mountain  Native  American  Festival  and  Buckskinner ' s Rendezvous 
Proceeds  will  be  donated  to  Wapaha  Canku  Luta  Foundation,  South  Dakota. 
April  12-13,  Tyus,  Georgia  (west  of  Carrollton). 

For  more  info  - call  770-528-9197. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Floop: 

Cetan  Mato  Lutah,  Steven  C.  Schiavi,  Kieran  Suckling  via  Robin  Silver, 

Louise  Benally  via  Andrea  Lord,  3ohn  Brent  Musgrave(Public  Declaration), 
Riwaasa/Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Friso  Koopmans, 

Dames  BlueWolf,  Bison  Advocacy  Project  via  Doe  Don  Chipps,  Helen  Engle, 

Debra  F.  Sanders,  Doseph  Sky  Turtle,  Danet  Smith,  Doe  Campagna,  Larry  Kibby, 
National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico,  Larry  Innes,  Bernadette  Chato 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


"RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online" 


Date:  Thu,  27  March  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Wed,  19  Mar  1997  10:09:35  -0800 
From:  ismith@unixg. ubc . ca  (Isla  Smith) 

Sub j : Indigenous  Perspectives  Workshop  (Vancouver,  B.C.,  15-18  Dune  97) 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

We  would  like  to  announce  an  upcoming  event: 

Indigenous  Perspectives  in  Forestry  Education  Workshop 
University  of  British  Columbia 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  Canada 
15  to  18  Dune  1997 

Participants  from  around  the  world  will  come  together  to  create  two 
products : 

- A working  network  to  foster  communication  and  support 

- A resource  guide  for  adding  Indigenous  perspectives  to  forestry 
education . 

Participants  will  include  Indigenous,  academic,  industry,  government,  and 
community  representatives . 

Keynote  speaker:  Dr.  Gregory  A.  Cajete 

Dr.  Cajete  is  of  Indigenous  descent  (Pueblo)  with  extensive  international 
experience  in  assisting  others  to  design  and  deliver  culturally  relevant 
environmental  education. 

Panel  presentations  and  breakout  discussion  groups  will  address  4 topics: 

1.  Making  it  Happen 

2.  Program  design 

3.  Curriculum  models 

4.  Program  delivery 
Interested  in  attending? 

Want  more  information? 

Please  visit  our  web  site  at: 

http://www.forestry.ubc . ca/firstn at /works hop . html 


or  contact: 
plackett@unixg . ubc . ca 

Pass  the  message  on! 


Isla  Smith 

BC  Forestry  Continuing  Studies  Network 

Faculty  of  Forestry 

270  - 2357  Main  Mall 

University  of  British  Columbia 

Vancouver,  BC  V6T  1Z4 

Tel:  (604)  822-9282  Fax:  (604)  822-3106 


Date:  Tue,  25  Mar  1997  15:59:05  -0500 
From:  wasicuwin@qed.net  (Sandy  Sunderland) 

Sub j : "Bring  Peltier  Home"  schedule  for  NY/ND  region 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (na 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Apr  1 23:38:57  1997 
Date:  Tue,  1 Apr  1997  20:24:55  -0800 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.014 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  Ind-Net,  Insap,  & 

NATIVE-L  lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native, sci .environment, ca .environment, 
alt.org. earth-first, alt.org. sierra-club;  UUCP  and  genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"What  is  life?  It  is  the  flash  of  a firefly  in  the  night.  It  is  the 
breath  of  a buffalo  in  the  winter  time.  It  is  the  little  shadow  which 
runs  across  the  grass  and  loses  itself  in  the  Sunset." 

Chief  Crowfoot,  Blackfoot  Confederacy 
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+.  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
t Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

i of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  I 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 


borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


ions  Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

For  as  long  as  the  Europeans  and  their  descendants  have  been  here  on 
Turtle  Island  there  has  been  a determined  effort  to  destroy  the  People  of 
the  First  Nations.  There  has  been  a continuing  process  to  answer  the 
"Indian  Question".  When  total  genocide  was  abandoned,  cultural  genocide 
took  its  place. 

Children  were  ripped  from  their  homes,  sent  to  "Indian  Schools"  like 
Carlisle  and  forced  to  reject  their  language,  customs  and  even  their  names. 
To  this  day,  records  do  not  exist  to  help  these  "lost  birds"  find  their  true 
identities . 

Throughout  this  entire  ugly  legacy  one  of  the  favorite  tools  of  the 
dominant  society  has  been  to  turn  one  Nation  against  another.  To  their 
credit  this  invariably  succeeds.  Time  and  time  again  First  Nations  help 
destroy  their  neighbor.  Sadly,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  and  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  have  enjoyed  another  successful  coup  with  this  tried  and 
true  method. 

Long  co-existing  neighbors,  Hopi  and  Dine'  have  been  turned  against  one 
another,  so  that  Peabody  Mining  can  rape  Mother  Earth  for  her  mineral  veins. 
The  respect  and  honor  each  held  for  the  other  is  now  tarnished  and  has  been 
replaced  by  disharmony  and  imbalance.  No  matter  which  side  was  "right"  or 
"wrong"  when  it  is  all  done  both  sides  have  lost,  and  only  greed  has  won. 

The  selenium  in  the  land  will  create  mining  hazards,  no  doubt.  Neither  do 
I doubt  who  will  be  given  the  "opportunity"  to  do  the  mining. 

- Allow  me  to  share  my  wife's  thoughts  on  this: 

On  Tue,  1 Apr  1997  evestar@juno.com  wrote: 

And  who  will  those  miners  be?  Why,  here  is  the  golden  opportunity  for 
employment  among  the  Flopi  and  Dine  who  will  be  forcibly  driven  from  the 
public  assistance  rolls  unless  they  find  jobs.  Never  mind  that  those 
jobs  will  kill  them  --  like  the  Apache  people  in  uranium  country  --  they 
are  quite  expendable.  Better  yet,  this  will  doubtless  be  an  "equal 
opportunity"  job.  Women  can  take  them,  too  --  and  their  babies  will 
suffer.  This  is  just  perfect  for  the  washichu.  They  can  put  a monument 
to  the  earliest  and  most  brutal  oppressors  of  the  Native  people  on  their 
Sacred  mountain,  they  can  display  once  more  that  the  Natives  are  a 
subject  people  and  that  they  are  helpless  in  the  hands  of  the  occupying 
people,  and  their  numbers  can  be  reduced  by  sickness  and  death  until  two 
nations  are  truly  no  more. 

How  sad  for  us  all  --  for  the  washichu  cannot  truly  escape  this  count. 

They  delude  themselves  that  they  are  more  powerful  even  than  the 
Grandfathers  or  our  Mother.  Even  more  sad,  they  will  wonder  "why?"  when 
cities  crumble  as  Mother  trembles  and  sends  winds  and  floods  against 
them.  The  leaders  of  this  nation  will  wail  with  pity  for  those  among 
their  own  people  cast  from  their  own  homes,  having  lost  all,  and  will 
never  understand  that  Mother  will  pity  the  innocents  of  their  people  no 
more  than  they  pitied  the  innocents  among  the  Cherokee,  the  Lakota,  the 
Dine. 

- And  these  poignant  words  From:  gastonl@ireseau.com  (Gaston  Lavoie) 

I just  read  several  messages  from  concerned  Native  people  worried  about 
the  situation  at  Big  Mountain.  Many  referred  to  themselves  as  "Indians". 


The  native  community  of  Turtle  Island  is  composed  of  several  Nations,  all 
of  which  have  their  names  and  traditions. 

The  term  "Indian"  was  given  to  the  people  by  a very  confused  and 
disoriented  group  of  people  hoping  that  investors  from  Europe  would  finance 
their  misdeeds  and  commercial  ventures  on  Turtle  Island.  The  name  has 
stuck,  but  does  it  mean  we  have  to  call  ourselves  "Indians". 

The  most  devastating  thing  that  was  done  to  the  people  of  Turtle  Island 
was  the  residential  school  program  that  took  the  children  away  from  their 
parents  and  care  givers  and  literally  terrorized  them  for  years  and  sent 
them  back  to  their  communities.  The  objective  of  this  program  was  to  teach 
them  about  anger,  fear,  greed  and  hatred.  These  feelings  are  essential  if 
your  are  to  make  soldiers  out  of  those  children  and  are  passed  on  to  the 
next  generations. 

That  is  how  the  Medicine  Wheel  was  destroyed  and  replaced  with  the  Wheel 
of  power  and  suffering.  The  events  at  Big  Mountain  are  a direct  consequence 
of  this  commercial  strategy  and  is  controlled  by  people  that  know  how  to 
manipulate  people's  anger,  fear  and  greed,  the  same  greed  that  they  put  in 
the  children's  heart  in  their  residential  schools. 

If  any  of  you  reading  this  message  want  to  know  more  about  this,  please 

check  the  following  WEB  page:  Building  a better  world  through  wisdom  and 

understanding  URL: 

http : //www. tdi .net/ ishgooda/ gaston/gaston . html 

The  time  has  come  to  look  around  to  the  causes  of  this  confusion  if  we  are 
to  make  any  progress  in  finding  solutions. 

The  cause  of  greed  is  as  follows: 

Before  our  Spirit  comes  into  our  body,  it  sits  in  council  with  the  Great 

Spirit  and  is  shown  the  life  it  will  have  to  live.  The  parents  are  then 

chosen  and  the  Spirit  enters  the  body  of  the  unborn  child.  While  our  Spirit 
is  in  the  presence  of  the  Great  Spirit,  it  experiences  a love  so  beautiful 
that  there  are  no  words  that  can  describe  it  in  our  reality.  When  the  child 
is  born,  our  Spirit  still  remembers  that  love,  that  is  why  newborn  babies 
are  so  loving.  If  the  love  is  not  given  to  the  newborn  child,  the  child 
grows  up  wanting.  Eventually  the  child  forget  that  it  is  love  that  he  wants 
and  just  wants,  a wanting  that  can  only  be  satisfied  with  love.  That  is  the 
greed  that  is  destroying  the  communities  and  driving  the  government  and  the 
Peabody  people. 

Only  love  can  stop  that. 

East  Wind 

- And  these  final  thoughts  from  Ofelia  Yackeyonny  <lenape@tanet . net> : 

Sub j : Heavy  hearts 

I don't  understand  why  our  Indian  brothers  and  sisters  must  act  like  the 
whiteman.  I hate  to  see  out  great  nations  act  in  such  a possesive  manner. 
Our  battle  as  Indian  people  should  not  be  against  one  another  but  rather  it 
should  be  for  one  another.  To  hell  with  who  was  here  first!  This  land 
belongs  to  all  our  people.  We  should  place  respect  all  of  our  nations 
spiritual  land  and  forget  this  bullshit  of  "no,  it  belongs  to  us" 

When  will  these  so  called  tribal  leaders  put  aside  their  white  face  and 
listen  to  the  heartbeat  of  our  mother?  I will  pray  as  I have  been  taught 
by  my  great  grandmother,  grandmother  and  mother,  whatever  happens  is 
Creators  path.  I have  only  one  sad  opinion  to  give:  The  people  whether 
they  be  Indian  or  non-Indian;  I hope  they  are  fully  aware  of  how  their 
actions  will  affect  their  lives  to  come.  Creator  will  not  allow  this  type 
of  selfishness  to  continue  much  longer.  The  Fourth  World  will  slowly  find 
it's  end. 

A Lenape  from  Oklahoma 


Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte.net>  sends  these  reminders: 
In  memory; 


4.4.1975  Hilda  R.  Good  Buffalo  - AIM  supporter  stabbed  to  death  at 
Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

4.4.1975  lancita  Eagle  Deer  - AIM  member  beaten  and  run  over  with 
automobile.  Last  seen  in  the  company  of  provocateur 
Douglass  Durham. 

No  investigation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(+,  + ) P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 

===w=w=== 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 
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"RE : Navajo  Statement  on  Deadline"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Mar  1997  08:07:12  -0800  (PST) 

From:  George  Hoe  <rezman@infomagic . com> 

Sub j : Navajo  Statement  on  Deadline 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

> The  following  statement  was  released  by  Navajo  Nation  President  Albert 

> Hale  on  Wednesday  March  26,  1997.  This  statement  addresses  some  concerns 

> about  a deadline  for  Navajo  families  to  sign  an  agreement  with  the  Hopi 

> Tribe  that  would  allow  them  to  remain  on  lands  partitioned  to  the  Hopi 

> Tribe  by  congress  in  1974.  This  lease  is  for  75  years. 

> Please  PASS  THIS  ON  TO  OTHERS. 


NAVA30  NATION  NEWS  RELEASE  March  26,  1997 

Contact:  Annette  Brown  - Press  Officer  (520)  871-7919 
George  Doe,  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission  Office  (520)  871-7289 
THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  THE  MARCH  31ST  DEADLINE 
By 

Albert  A.  Hale 
Navajo  Nation  President 

Unfortunately,  as  we  near  the  critical  March  31st  deadline  for  Navajo 
families  who  live  on  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  (HPL)  to  enter  into  a 
75-year  lease  with  the  Hopi  Tribe,  there  are  misunderstandings  about 
what  will  take  place. 

First,  I assure  you  that  there  will  be  no  evictions  taking  place  on 
April  1,  1997.  The  Hopi  Tribe  and  the  United  States  have  also  assured 
the  individual  families  that  no  immediate  evictions  will  be  taking 
place . 


Instead,  the  truth  is  that  beginning  April  1st,  or  soon  thereafter, 
the  federal  relocation  office  in  Flagstaff,  Arizona,  the  Office  of 
Navajo  and  Hopi  Indian  Relocation  Commission  (ONHIR),  will  begin 
visiting  Navajo  families  on  HPL  who  have  not  entered  into  an 
Accommodation  Agreement  with  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

These  families  will  be  given  a 90-day  notice  by  ONHIR  to  choose 
whether  they  will  voluntarily  relocate  from  HPL  or  not.  At  this  stage, 
it  may  take  ONHIR  anywhere  from  one  to  three  months  to  reach  all 
affected  Navajo  families  on  HPL.  A particular  family's  90-day  notice 
may  end  at  a different  date  from  their  neighbor's.  At  the  end  of  the 
90-day  period,  ONHIR  will  categorize  individuals  and  families  into  those 
who  will  voluntarily  relocate,  and  those  who  will  not 

For  those  individuals  and  families  who  agree  to  voluntarily  relocate, 
they  will  go  through  the  normal  process  with  ONHIR  to  receive  relocation 
benefits . 

By  agreeing  to  voluntarily  relocate  after  the  March  31st  deadline, 
these  families  will  still  have  a choice  of  where  to  move  and  what  type 
of  house  they  want  built. 

On  the  other  hand,  for  those  families  and  individuals  who  refuse  to 
relocate  away  from  HPL  after  the  90-day  notice,  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  US 
government  has  indicated  that  they  may  have  waived  all  their  rights  in 
deciding  where  to  move  and  what  type  of  house  to  live  in. 

By  law,  the  US  Government  and  the  Hopi  Tribe  cannot  evict  a Navajo 
who  is  otherwise  eligible  for  relocation  benefits  until  a house  is 
constructed  on  the  New  Lands  for  that  person. 

Therefore,  contrary  to  the  misinformation  being  circulated,  no  one,  I 
repeat,  no  one  at  this  time  will  be  evicted  on  April  1,  1997  or  very 
soon  thereafter.  If  eviction  occurs,  it  will  be  done  according  to  the 
process  I have  outlined  here.  I am  doing  everything  I can  to  prevent  us 
from  ever  having  to  face  evictions. 

Secondly,  I have  begun  to  hear  statements  that  the  Navajo  Nation 
Council  has  not  yet  agreed  to  pay  the  required  rental  under  the 
Accommodation  Agreement.  This  statement  is  used  to  confuse  HPL 
residents  at  this  critical  time.  The  truth  is  that  the  Navajo  Nation  is 
already  required  by  federal  law  to  pay  the  Hopi  Tribe  for  Navajo  use 
(homesite,  grazing  and  farming)  of  HPL. 

This  federal  law  does  not  require  the  consent  of  the  Navajo  Nation 
Council.  I repeat,  the  Navajo  Nation  Council  has  already  stated  that  it 
is  a matter  of  individual  choice  whether  to  sign  the  Accommodation 
Agreement.  I assure  every  HPL  resident  that  I will  maintain  my  position 
that  the  Navajo  Nation  morally  and  legally  obligated  to  pay  the  rent  on 
behalf  of  HPL  residents.  My  administration  will  also  continue  to  work 
on  a settlement  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  as  to  how  this  rental  can  be  paid. 

I call  upon  all  Navajo  people  to  join  me  and  say  a prayer  for  peace, 
understanding  and  a return  to  harmony  for  those  families  who  are  faced 
with  a difficult  choice,  and  who  are  facing  the  March  31st  deadline. 

Let  us  also  pray  and  give  thanks  for  the  beautiful  sunrise  the  Holy 
People  will  bring  on  April  1st.  May  the  Holy  People  continue  to  bless 
and  guide  each  and  everyone  one  of  us. 

"RE : Navajo-Hopi  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  25  Mar  1997  17:27:01  -0800  (PST) 

From:  George  Doe  <rezman@infomagic . com> 

Sub j : Navajo-Hopi  UPDATE 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Readers : 

The  following  is  a statement  released  by  Mr.  Lee  B.  Phillips,  esq. 
regarding  the  Navajo-Hopi  land  dispute  in  northern  Arizona.  Mr.  Phillips 
is  the  attorney  for  Navajo  families  who  filed  a class  action  lawsuit 
against  the  United  States  in  1988.  This  lawsuit,  referred  to  as 
Manybeads  vs.  U.S.,  asserts  that  relocation  of  Navajos  is 
unconstitutional  because  it  violates  their  First  Amendment. 


Since  1991,  Navajo  families  have  been  engaged  in  talks  with  the  Hopi 
Tribe  as  a result  of  court  ordered  mediations  by  the  9th  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals. 

The  following  is  his  statement  which  we,  the  Navajo  Nation  Office  of 
Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission  here  in  Window  Rock,  Arizona  are  releasing 
in  his  behalf 

to  dispel  unfounded  rumors  and  misinformation  being  circulated  out  there 
about  evictions  of  Navajo  elders  on  April  1,  1997. 

Comments  can  be  sent  to:  Annette  Brown,  Navajo  Nation  Press  officer 
(520)  871-7919. 

Mr.  Phillips'  office  is  in  Flagstaff,  Arizona. 


March  18,  1997 

STATEMENT  OF  LEE  PHILLIPS,  ATTORNEY 
FOR  NAVA30  FAMILIES  IN  MANYBEADS  LAWSUIT, 

CONCERNING  THE  RECENT  COURT  DECISION  AND 
THE  MARCH  31,  1997  DEADLINE  TO 
SIGN  ACCOMMODATION  AGREEMENT  WITH  THE  HOPI  TRIBE 
The  Hopi  Tribal  Council  recently  rejected  requests  from  the  federal 
district  court.  Attorney  General  lanet  Reno,  Navajo  Nation  President 
Albert  Hale  and  attorney,  Lee  Phillips,  who  represents  the  Navajo 
individuals  living  on  land  partitioned  to  the  Hopi  Tribe  by  Congress  in 
1974,  to  extend  the  March  31,  1997  deadline  for  Navajo  families  to  sign 
75  year  lease  agreements  known  as  Accommodation  Agreements. 

This  decision  leaves  the  Navajos  with  less  than  2 weeks  to  sign  the 
Agreements  or  face  eviction  from  their  ancestral  homes  by  the  federal 
government  by  the  year  2000. 

The  Navajo  families  have  been  awaiting  a decision  from  federal  judge 
Earl  H.  Carroll  regarding  the  fairness  of  the  Agreement  and  proposed 
settlement  of  the  Manybeads  v.  United  States  lawsuit.  On  March  17,  1997 
Dudge  Carroll  issued  an  order  stating  that  he  would  defer  his  ruling  on 
these  issues  "until  the  expiration  of  the  deadline  by  which  eligible 
Navajos  must  enter  into  an  Accommodation  Agreement."  The  Court  also 
made  clear  that  the  Navajo  families  have  nothing  to  lose  by  signing  the 
Agreement  because  they  can  do  so  and  still  pursue  their  separate  appeal 
against  the  federal  government  in  the  Manybeads  case. 

I strongly  urge  the  Navajo  families  who  reside  on  Hopi  Partitioned 
Lands,  to  sign  the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  prior 
to  the  March  31,  1997  signing  deadline.  I recommend  this  because 
families  lose  nothing  by  signing  and  by  signing  can  continue  our  appeal 
of  the  Manybeads  lawsuit  while  remaining  legally  on  the  disputed  land, 
free  from  a twenty  (20)  year  old  Court  ordered  freeze  on  home 
construction  and  repair,  with  new  increased  grazing  rights  and  a 
commitment  from  the  federal  government  and  Hopi  Tribe  to  treat  the 
Navajos  fairly  and  to  recognize  and  respect  Navajo  culture  and  religion. 

The  only  legal  alternative  is  to  not  sign  and  to  then  agree  to 
voluntary  relocation  or  involuntary  eviction  by  the  year  2000.  People 
gain  nothing  by  choosing  this  option. 

If  a family  signs  the  Agreement  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  the  receive  the 
legal  right  to  remain  on  HPL,  to  live  their  traditional  lifestyle  and  to 
exercise  their  religious  rights,  which  have  finally  been  recognized  by 
the  Agreement.  The  20  year  old  ban  on  Navajo  home  construction/repair 
on  the  HPL  will  end  and  the  family  will  receive  new  increased  grazing 
privileges.  In  addition,  family  members  who  have  been  away  from  the  HPL 
for  work,  school  or  military  service  can  sign  the  Agreement  and  return 
to  the  homesite  to  live  with  their  family.  Finally,  further 
negotiations  on  unresolved  issues  will  continue,  but  only,  with  the 
Navajo  families  who  have  signed  the  Agreement. 

The  families  who  refuse  to  sign  by  the  March  31,  1997  deadline  will  be 
left  out  of  this  future  process.  Instead,  the  families  who  do  not  sign 
will  be  contacted  by  the  federal  Office  of  Navajo  Hopi  Indian  Relocation 
beginning  in  April,  1997.  The  families  will  be  given  90  days  to  decide 
if  they  wish  to  voluntarily  relocate  from  the  HPL.  The  families  who 
refuse  to  voluntarily  relocate  will  be  referred  to  the  Department  of 
Justice  and  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  for  possible  eviction. 


It  is  very  important  for  everyone  to  realize  that  there  will  be  no 
large  scale  eviction  effort  any  time  in  the  immediate  future.  Rumors 
that  evictions  will  begin  April  1,  1997  are  false.  Under  the  current 
federal  law,  after  the  deadline,  the  federal  government  must: 

1)  contact  the  families  that  do  not  sign  and  inform  them  of  their  right 
to  voluntarily  relocate,  if  they  are  eligible  for  relocation  benefits; 

2)  give  the  family  90  days  to  decide  if  they  wish  to  voluntarily 
relocate; 

3)  notify  the  U.S.  Department  of  Dustice  and  Department  of  Interior  of 
the  names  of  the  families/individuals  who  have  not  signed  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  and  who  have  not  agreed  to  voluntarily  relocate; 

4)  construct  relocation  housing  for  both  the  people  who  are  voluntarily 
relocating  and  for  the  people  who  refuse  to  relocate;  and 

5)  Relocate  or  evict  the  people  by  February  1,  2000. 

— "RE:  Messenger  from  World  Council  Fire"  

Date:  Sat,  29  Mar  1997  15:24:35  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <sisis@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : letter  from  Harvey  Whitehawk,  Messenger  from  World  Council  Fire 
Mailing  List:  IND-NET  <IND-NET%WSUVMl.BITNET@cmsa. Berkeley. EDU> 

Greetings, 

The  following  letter  will  be  posted  on  the  SISIS  site  today,  at 
http: //kafka . uvic . c a/~vipirg/S ISIS/C la r k/wh iteh awk. html 
It  is  released  by  S.I.S.I.S.  and  on  the  site  with  permission, 
loshua 


LETTER  FROM  HARVEY  WHITEHAWK, 

MESSENGER  FROM  WORLD  COUNCIL  FIRE 

Re:  Support  for  Bruce  Clark 

>From  the  Western  Door 
March  19,  1997 

To  the  Passamaquoddy  Nation 

I am  Harvey  Whitehawk,  Thunderbird  is  my  Indian  name.  My  lineage  draws  me 
down  to  the  Adowa  of  the  Algonquin  Nation,  although  I was  born  in 
Saskatchewan.  My  responsibility  now  is  as  a Messenger  from  the  World 
Council  Fire,  Cross  Village  Michigan. 

The  duties  of  the  Messenger  in  regards  to  the  prophecies  of  the  past  and 
the  future  lead  me  to  believe  that  the  future  of  our  People  (the  Redmen) 
is  as  an  arrow  in  a critical  situation:  our  right  to  exist  on  the  soil  of 
Turtle  Island  is  being  questioned  by  the  newcomer  governments. 

My  brother  Bruce  Clark  is  very  instrumental  in  voicing  the  wisdom  of  the 
Redmen  in  regards  to  the  first  law  of  the  land  that  we  had  in  place  prior 
to  the  newcomers'  arrival.  That  is,  to  my  belief  to  this  point  in  time  of 
the  Redmen' s history,  that  we  are  coming  to  a close,  an  end,  of  this  era, 
and  embarking  on  a new  beginning  known  as  the  Fifth  World  Illumination. 

It  is  common  knowledge  that  the  civilized  world  is  not  aware  of  the 
approach  of  this  time  (people  fell  asleep).  Through  the  visions  and  the 
prophecy,  the  Redmen 's  duty  in  enhancing  their  covenants  and  the  Great  Law 
of  Peace  is  to  bring  that  light  into  a reality. 

Remaining  connected  with  the  peaceful  movement  of  our  people  as  we  bring 
enlightenment  of  the  truth  to  the  world  is  a critical  part  of  the  path. 

The  Truth  will  come  forward  from  the  West  to  the  East  and,  according  to 
the  prophecies,  the  Light  will  come  from  the  East.  We  are  now  in  the 
process  of  preparing  ourselves  for  that  time. 

For  the  last  week  and  a half,  my  brother  Bruce  has  testified  at  the 
trial  of  his  clients  and  my  brothers,  the  Gustafsen  Lake  defenders.  His 
testimony  is  bringing  our  point  of  law  (first  law)  forward  for  the  record. 
All  levels  of  newcomer  governments  and  their  courts  are  doing  everything 
in  their  power  to  break  the  man,  our  voice,  spiritually,  mentally, 
emotionally  and  physically  because  they  cannot  break  our  law.  He  is 
testifying  wearing  the  red  suit  of  a prisoner  because  he  refused  to 


abandon  our  right  to  bring  forward  our  law  and  was  imprisoned  for  that 
stand,  like  so  many  of  our  brothers  in  the  past.  I've  made  myself 
available  to  the  proceedings  of  the  court.  It  is  clearly  evident  that  the 
courts  are  doing  everything  within  their  power  to  suppress  the  truth. 
Therefore  making  brother  Bruce  a target  to  quash  the  truth  he  presents 
means  that  they  are  not  allowing  the  Redmen  to  exist  on  the  soil  of  Turtle 
Island.  We  must  at  all  costs  remain  connected  to  the  soil  and  uphold  the 
Great  Law  of  Peace. 

On  March  17th  and  18th,  1997,  I attended  court  and  heard  brother  Bruce's 
testimony  on  those  days.  He  begins  speaking  in  the  morning  and  picks  up 
the  exact  thread  of  the  truth  he  is  telling  even  after  breaks  and 
interruptions  intended  to  distract  his  path.  The  jury  is  listening  and 
learning.  His  testimony  regards  our  defence,  the  defence  of  all  Redmen, 
and  what  the  Redmen  are  doing  sets  a precedent  for  the  rest  of  the  world 
to  follow.  His  testimony  reflects  and  explains  our  invitation  to  everyone 
to  come  into  alliance  with  the  Great  Law  of  Peace,  as  well  as  alliance 
with  the  universe. 

>From  my  understanding  of  the  judge's  point  of  view,  he  continues  to 
harass  brother  Bruce  as  he  makes  these  points  of  law  for  the  record.  I 
sense  great  fear  has  come  over  the  newcomers,  and  Bruce  has  become  the 
target  of  that  fear.  Bruce  is  a very  patient  man.  We  see  how  ridiculous 
that  judge  is  in  performing  his  duty  by  trying  to  disallow  Bruce  bringing 
forth  our  points  of  law  for  the  record,  which  is  all  we  need  do  at  this 
point  in  time.  And  we  see  how  Bruce  remains  true  to  his  path  of  making 
sure  that  our  law  is  put  on  that  record  so  that  others  may  read  and 
understand . 

It  is  imperative  that  our  brother  Bruce  receive  all  the  support  that  he 
can  get.  Your  spiritual  support  through  your  prayers  and  your  on-going 
financial  support  are  critical  to  make  sure  that  our  message  and  our  law 
is  put  forward  and  our  issue  is  kept  going.  While  brother  Bruce  is  in  jail, 
both  he  and  his  wife  Margaret  are  still  working  full  time:  early  in  the 
morning  Bruce  telephones  to  her  to  dictate  the  letters  and  court  documents 
that  are  needed  on  all  of  the  various  fronts  for  the  same  message.  While 
he  testifies,  she  goes  to  a local  law  office  and  drafts  the  documents  and 
collates  the  materials  needed,  and  then  every  evening  she  is  allowed  a 
"legal"  status  visit  at  the  jail  when  Bruce  can  go  over  the  work  of  the 
day  and  give  further  directions.  If  the  newcomers  have  tried  to  silence 
the  messenger  by  putting  brother  Bruce  in  jail,  it  hasn't  worked. 

Although  brother  Bruce  feels  all  of  the  pressures  against  him  personally 
and  against  his  family  (the  car  where  Margaret  is  staying  was  blown  up 
very  early  one  morning),  it  would  be  my  point  of  view  that  this  man  is  a 
strong  brother  in  the  beliefs  of  the  Redmen  as  the  enhancer  of  the 
Medicine  Wheel  of  Life.  In  reality,  in  the  overall  picture,  he  is  in 
defense  of  our  right  to  exist.  As  we  open  the  door  for  all  the  peoples,  we 
are  offering  the  choice  of  coming  through  the  Eastern  Door  and 
acknowledging  the  Great  Law  of  Peace.  It  is  critical  that  the  peoples 
obtain  this  knowledge  as  it  was  hidden  away  by  the  newcomers. 

I appreciate  your  support  in  regards  to  my  brother  Bruce.  If  all  Redmen 
would  ally  themselves  with  this  truth  (Great  Law),  speaking  the  same 
language  and  of  the  same  understanding,  it  is  necessary  that  this  is  done 
for  all  our  peoples  to  survive. 

Some  of  the  people  who  are  awake  are  making  a stance  on  this  issue.  I 
have  been  told  that  you  are  one  of  those  people.  It  is  important  that  we 
connect  ourselves  to  one  another  as  a call  of  true  unity  and  equality,  and 
life  for  eternity.  The  new  world  order  must  be  brought  to  its  knees  and 
come  back  to  the  time  of  the  Great  Law  of  Peace  and  the  unconditional 
surrender  that  they  had  once  agreed  to  and  the  Redmen,  both  male  and 
female,  witnessed  by  putting  their  mark  on  that  surrender  to  the  Great  Law 
of  Peace. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  pockets  of  Redmen  throughout  the  land  are 
gearing  up  to  make  the  same  stance.  As  I cross  the  land  going  to  the 
council  fires,  I know  the  spirit  of  alignment  is  taking  hold.  It  is 
crucial  that  the  alignment  takes  place  on  a spiritual  level.  That 
alignment  will  generate  a spirit  of  good  will  to  the  remaining  races  of 
the  world  who  will  be  invited  into  the  circle. 


Each  council  (tribe)  holds  a piece  of  the  greater  picture.  In  order  for 
the  peoples  to  see  the  greater  picture,  these  pieces  have  to  come  into 
alignment.  We  would  welcome  your  voice  to  visit  a gathering  which  is  being 
held  in  Winnipeg,  Manitoba.  Peoples  from  all  four  directions  will  be 
gathering  at  that  place  August  25th.  For  more  information  get  in  contact 
with  Eddie  Benton  of  the  Three  Fires  Society.  If  you  wish  to  contact  me 
personally,  I can  be  reached  for  now  through  604-543-9661. 

My  personal  references,  please  contact  them  for  confirmation,  are: 

Eddie  Benton,  Three  Council  Fires,  at  715-634-2545 

Les  Jewel,  Headman,  World  Council  Fire,  at  810-778-1680 

Roland  Petosky,  Elder,  World  Council  Fire,  at  616-537-4556. 

Jonathan  Rhinehart  at  517-699-4637  (home)  or  517-887-1700  (work)  has  a copy 
of  the  video  tape  made  shortly  after  the  Sundance  at  Gustafsen  Lake  and 
immediately  before  the  newcomer  government's  police  siege  of  the  18 
defenders  within  the  camp(mounting  the  largest  ground  force  by  Canada  since 
the  Korean  war,  using  UN  tanks  and  internationally  prohibited  dumdum 
bullets  shot  at  head  height  (the  police  have  since  clear-cut  the  trees  in 
the  encampment  which  wore  the  proof  of  their  intention  to  kill  our  brothers) . 
"Bros.  & sisters" 

"Harvey  Whitehawk" 


Donations  can  be  sent  to  the  "Gustafsen  Lake  Defence  Fund"  at 
Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples  (CASNP) 
Attn:  Kahn-tineta  Horn 

Phone:  (416)  972-1573  Fax:  (416)  972-6232 
email : casnp@io.org 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE:  Stop  Ethnic  Cleansing"  

Date:  Sat,  29  Mar  1997  05:41:10  GMT 
From:  for7gen@idiom.com  (Walter  Epp) 

Sub j : Stop  the  biggest  ethnic  cleansing  in  USA  in  130  years 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native, sc i . environment, 

ca .environment, alt . org. earth -first, alt .org. sierra -club 

The  native  people  at  Big  Mountain  are  facing  an  escalating  threat  of  forced 
removal  from  their  homeland.  Support  the  right  of  traditional  Dine/Navajo 
people  to  practice  their  religion  and  way  of  life,  and  defend  their  home 
from  destruction  by  strip-mining  conglomerates. 

If  government  plans  are  not  stopped,  it  would  be  the  biggest  forced 
removal  of  Indian  people  since  the  Trail  of  Tears  of  1838  and  the  Long  Walk 
of  1864,  in  which  hundreds  died.  The  only  hope  is  if  they  get  enough  support 
from  people  across  the  country  like  you  and  me.  Spread  the  word. 

Rallies  are  happening  across  the  country  on  March  31.  In  San  Francisco, 
it's  at  Union  Square  at  11:30AM.  Prayers  and  vigils  are  also  being  planned 
starting  at  dawn. 

While  the  deadline  has  been  set  for  April  1,  it  is  critical  that  pressure 
also  be  sustained  after  that  time,  so  the  authorities  can't  just  lay  low  for 
a little  while  and  then  use  force  when  the  public  isn't  paying  attention. 

To  get  involved,  call: 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  - Dineh  Alliance:  phone/fax  505-371-5551; 

www.primenet.com/~sdn/  sdn@primenet.com  POB  2889,  Window  Rock  AZ  86515 


Seeds  of  Peace:  520-774-3645;  POB  31076,  Flagstaff  AZ  86003 

SF  Bay  Area  Big  Mountain  Coalition:  415-339-8332,  415-332-5800x324, 

POB  12924,  Berkeley  CA  94712 

Ecumenical  Peace  Institute/Clergy  & Laity  Concerned:  510-548-4141, 

PO  Box  9334,  Berkeley,  CA  94709 

Media  Island  International:  phone/fax  360-352-8526,  email  mii@olywa.net, 

POB  7204,  Olympia  WA  98507 

People  are  needed  to  witness  on  the  land,  to  send  material  aid,  to  get  the 
message  out  to  the  public,  to  the  media,  to  the  authorities,  etc.  Nonviolent 
assistance,  from  prayer  to  civil  disobedience  and  everything  in  between. 

Call  CNN  404-827-1700,  ask  for  Public  Information,  ask  that  they  send  a 
crew  and  beam  the  story  up  on  satellite  so  local  stations  across  the  country 
and  around  the  world  can  see. 

Call,  write,  fax,  email  other  networks,  local  TV  & radio  stations,  and 
newspapers,  ask  them  to  cover  it,  let  them  know  it's  important. 

Key  government  players  that  need  to  hear  from  us  are: 

Chairman  Ferrell  Secakuku, 

The  Hopi  Tribe,  POB  123,  Kykotsmovi  AZ  86039;  520-734-9497,  fax  520-734-6665 

Ada  Deer,  Assistant  Secretary,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

1849  C St  NW,  Washington  DC  20240;  202-208-7163,  fax  202-208-6334 

Senator  Ben  Nighthorse-Campbell,  Chairman,  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 

380  Senate  Russell  Office  Building,  Washington  DC  20510;  202-224-5852 

Senator  Daniel  Inouye,  Ranking  Minority  Member,  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 

722  Senate  Harte  Office  Building,  Washington,  DC  20510 

Congressman  George  Miller 

2205  Rayburn  Flouse  Office  Building,  Washington  DC  20515 

Congressman  Elton  Gallegly,  Chairman,  Subcommittee  on  Native  American  Affairs 
2441  Roybol  Flouse  Office  Building,  Washington  DC  20515 
President  Bill  Clinton 

1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  N.W.,  Washington,  DC  20500 
202-456-1414,  fax  202-456-2461,  email  president@whitehouse.gov 

your  representative 

U.  S.  Flouse  of  Representatives,  Washington,  DC  20515 
800-768-2221  http://www.house.gov/ 
your  senators 

U.  S.  Senate,  Washington,  DC  20510 
800-768-2221 

Points  to  make: 

No  more  forced  removal  from  the  Joint  Use  Area. 

No  more  confiscation  of  livestock  and  water. 

No  more  prohibitions  on  home  repair  & construction. 

Refugees  should  have  the  right  to  return  to  their  homes  on  former  Hopi 
Partition  Lands. 

The  government  should  compensate  the  people  whose  lives  have  been  damaged. 

Walter  Epp  for7gen@idiom.com 

4432  Telegraph  #51,  Oakland  CA  94609  USA 

"RE : Mohawk  Response  to  RCAP"  

Date:  30  Mar  1997  18:23:55  -0000 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Mohawk  Response  to  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 

The  following  report  is  in  response  to  questions  asked  by  many  of  you 
concerning  the  original  report  tabled  in  Canada  which  precipitates  the 
scheduled  day  of  protest. 

Thank  you  Rachel  for  this  information. 

Ish 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

This  statement  was  passed  in  Council  at  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory 

December  18,  1996 

Iowennakon 


* Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  * 

* http://www.axess.com/users/mnation/  * 

Statement  Concerning 

The  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 

We  are  Kanienkehaka  Peoples,  occupying  the  Kahnawake  Territory  and  part 
of  the  Kanie  held  throughout  our  long  history  with  Great  Britain  (and  with 
Canada  as  one  of  its  Dominions).  (Please  see  Statement  Attached)  Any 
effort  to  include  or  subjugate  our  people  under  the  renegotiation  process 
is  a direct  violation  of  our  inherent  right  to  self-determination  under 
international  law,  for  which  we  hold  Canada  responsible  within  the  world 
community.  We  will  resist  any  attempts  to  force  jurisdiction  of  a new 
Royal  Proclamation  or  new  treaties  upon  us  with  all  the  means  at  our 
disposal . 

Statement  Concerning  The  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal 
Peoples 

We  are  Kanienkehaka  Peoples,  occupying  the  Kahnawake  Territory  and  part 
of  the  Kanienkehaka  Nation  of  the  Haudenosaunee  Iroquois  Confederacy.  We 
are  not  Native  peoples  as  defined  in  the  Canadian  Constitution,  but  a 
Nation.  Neither  are  we  Canadian  citizens  but  Kanienkehaka.  At  this  time 
we  must  remind  Canada  of  the  long-standing  commitments  made  to  the 
Haudenosaunee  People  over  several  centuries,  exemplified  in  treaties 
established  with  first  the  Dutch,  French,  and  then  English.  These 
agreements  are  symbolized  by  the  Two  Row  Wampum  and  the  Silver  Covenant 
Chain,  and  are  recognized  as  international  law.  We  see  that  the  three 
main  recommendations  contained  within  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Aboriginal  Peoples  are  yet  another  attempt  by  the  Canadian  Government 
to  ignore  these  established  treaties.  They  are:  (1)  to  dissolve  the  Royal 
Proclamation  of  1763  enacted  by  Great  Britain  which  affirmed  Aboriginal 
nationhood,  sovereignty  and  ownership  of  land  in  North  America,  and  to 
replace  it  with  new  treaties  established  under  Canadian  laws  and 
jurisdiction  with  the  Aboriginal  nations;  (2)  to  set  up  a United  States 
model  of  "nations  within  a nation"  rather  than  affirm  internationally 
recognized  separate  nations;  (3)  establish  an  aboriginal  order  of 
government  based  on  existing  structures  implemented  by  the  Indian  Act 
system,  which  will  place  control  of  limited  resources  into  the  hands  of  a 
few  individuals,  augmenting  the  inequality  that  already  exists. 

We  remind  Canada  of  the  principles  of  the  Two  Row  Wampum  and  the  Silver 
Covenant  Chain.  The  "Gus-Wen-Tah"  or  Two  Row  Wampum,  defines  how  the  two 
peoples  relate  to  each  other  and  coexist.  The  two  rows  symbolize  the 
'river  of  life.'  The  Haudenosaunee  and  the  European  nations  would  travel 
in  two  vessels  side  by  side  in  parallel  paths  which  would  never  cross  or 
meet.  Each  nation  ways  and  knowledge  of  the  respective  nations,  with 
neither  imposing  their  ways  on  the  other.  The  fundamental  principles  of 
the  Two  Row  Wampum  became  the  basis  for  the  agreements  made  between  the 
Haudenosaunee  and  the  Dutch  in  1645;  with  the  French  in  1701;  and  with 
the  English  in  1763.  Another  symbol  of  this  relationship  is  the  Covenant 
Chain,  pure,  strong  and  untarnished,  which  binds  nations  together  without 
causing  them  to  lose  their  individual  characters,  or  their  independence. 
Those  who  'took  hold'  of  this  chain  were  responsible  for  keeping  the 
relationship  bright  and  to  prevent  it  from  breaking.  The  Covenant  Chain 
binds  the  Haudenosaunee  People  and  the  European  colonial  powers  in  a 
relationship  of  friendship  and  mutual  coexistence  as  separate  independent 
nations . 

Since  the  formation  of  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy,  before  the 
Europeans  came  to  North  America,  the  member  nations  - Mohawk,  Oneida, 
Onondaga,  Cayuga,  Seneca,  and  Tuscarora,  have  functioned  as  a single 
Confederacy  with  regards  to  all  matters  of  national  importance.  Each 
nation  has  maintained  its  own  government,  or  council  fire,  and  each 
community  within  each  nation  has  its  own  council  fire.  Since  contact, 
relations  between  the  Haudenosaunee  and  Europeans  have  been  the 
responsibility  of  the  Haudenosaunee  as  a Confederacy.  The  Haudenosaunee 


has  carried  on  formal  diplomatic  and  trade  relations  with  Great  Britain, 
France,  the  Netherlands,  and  other  nations  for  more  than  250  years  before 
the  colony  of  Canada  was  created.  Sovereignty  of  the  Confederacy  was 
affirmed  with  the  enactment  of  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763.  The 
Haudenosaunee  and  all  of  its  allied  nations  have  continued  to  exist  and 
function  as  governments  up  to  the  present  time.  The  nations,  communities 
and  people  that  make  up  the  Haudenosaunee  are  still  living  in  our  original 
territory . 

Any  change  to  treaties,  specifically  the  treaties  of  peace  and  the  Two 
Row  Wampum  Treaty,  requires  the  consent  of  both  parties,  the  Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy  representing  the  Kanienkehaka  Nation  and  the  Crown  represented 
by  the  Canadian  Government.  The  Canadian  Government  is  a third  party  and 
has  no  legal  jurisdiction  to  initiate  any  changes.  Canada  has  merely  been 
entrusted  to  fulfill  the  responsibilities  of  these  Treaties  and  , 
therefore  cannot  initiate,  alter  or  abrogate  in  part  or  whole  any  of  these 
Treaties . 

The  Kanienkehaka  has  observed  the  confusion  that  is  evident  among  the 
Canadian  People  and  the  Canadian  Government,  over  the  issues  of 
sovereignty,  government  and  nationhood  with  regards  to  Aboriginal  peoples. 
The  Haudenosaunee  Confederacy  is  sovereign  in  the  international  community, 
not  within  the  Canadian  (or  American)  context,  therefore  we  can  never  be  a 
nation  within  a nation  as  proposed  by  the  Royal  Commission.  Also,  there 
is  no  need  for  an  aboriginal  order  of  government,  the  Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy  already  is  an  established  government.  The  Haudenosaunee  have 
been,  and  continue  to  be  firmly  resolved  not  to  allow  themselves,  or  their 
nations,  to  be  involved  in  any  process  of  renegotiation  or  implementation 
of  new  treaties.  Therefore  any  new  Royal  Proclamation  or  treaties  will 
have  no  jurisdictional  authority  within  our  territories  or  over  our 
peoples.  Again,  we  remind  Canada  that  this  is  not  a new  position,  but  is 
one  we  have  Passed  in  Council 

Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory 
December  18,  1996 
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Indian  leader's  words  draw  tears  in  court 

'Broken  heart  over  battle  at  Ipperwash, ' he  tells  youth's  trial 

Toronto  Star,  Friday  March  28,  1997 
By  Peter  Edwards,  Staff  Reporter 

SARNIA-  An  Indian  leader  says  he  was  trying  to  get  women,  children  and 
elders  out  of  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  the  night  he  was  severely  beaten  by 
members  of  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police  riot  squad. 

"I  realized  something  was  going  wrong,"  Bernard  (Slippery)  George,  a band 
councillor  from  Kettle  Point,  testified  in  youth  court  before  Judge 
Alexander  Graham. 

His  comments  come  at  the  trial  of  an  18-year-old  charged  with  assaulting 
police-  by  driving  a school  bus  at  them-  and  dangerous  driving  on 
September  6,  1995,  when  Indian  activist  Anthony  (Dudley)  George  was  shot 
dead  by  the  OPP. 

The  youth,  who  was  16  at  the  time,  cannot  be  identified  because  of  the 


Young  Offenders  Act. 

Several  people  in  the  court  began  to  cry  as  George  told  crown  attorney 
Henry  Van  Drunen  about  waking  up  in  hospital  the  next  morning  with  stitches 
on  his  face  and  the  back  of  his  head  and  looking  in  a mirror. 

"First  of  all,  I seen  a broken  heart,"  George  said.  "Not  my  heart,  but  my 
people.  Then  I seen  swollen  black  eyes,  a swollen  lip,  swollen  arms." 

George  testified  he  was  not  one  of  the  group  of  Indians  who  had  occupied 
the  park  at  the  end  of  the  tourist  season. 

He  said  he  was  alarmed  by  a buildup  of  police  in  the  area  that  night,  and 
went  to  the  park  to  warn  the  Indians-  including  his  sister  and  9-year-old 
nephew-  that  he  worried  things  might  get  violent. 

He  said  he  was  particularly  worried  about  the  safety  of  a large  number  of 
women,  children  and  seniors  inside  the  park  that  night. 

He  testified  he  found  police  in  riot  gear  marching  toward  a group  of 
Indians,  and  tried  to  talk  them  into  settling  things  peacefully. 

"I  told  them  that  our  grandparents...  are  buried  here  on  these  lands,"  he 
said  under  questioning  from  defence  lawyer  leffry  House.  "...  They  were 
standing  there,  banging  their  shields  with  their  batons." 

Suddenly,  the  police  attacked  he  said. 

"I  felt  them  kick  me  in  the  head,"  George  testified.  "I  told  them  that  I 
gave  up.  I told  twice  that  I quit  and  I give  up  but  they  still  kept 
kicking  me...  I got  kicked  in  the  face.  I got  kicked  in  the  stomach,  I 
got  kicked  in  the  groin." 

One  of  the  approximately  eight  officers  hitting  him  called  him  a "savage," 
George  said. 

He  testified  he  considered  the  youth  on  trial  a "brother,"  even  thought 
they  live  in  different  communities. 

The  youth  has  testified  that  he  drove  the  bus  out  of  the  park  to  try  rescue 
George  from  the  beating. 

"First  Nations  people  have  a bond  which  other  people  will  take  a long  time 
to  understand,"  George  testified. 

He  said  he  never  shouted  abuse  or  threw  things  at  police,  and  only  raised  a 
stick  to  protect  himself  when  rushed  by  police. 

Last  Duly,  George  was  acquitted  of  charges  of  assault  and  mischief  arising 
from  the  confrontation. 

"I  felt  I had  a right  to  be  there,  in  a public  parking  lot,"  George  told 
Van  Drunen.  "...  If  you  were  there,  your  heart  would  have  been  broken 
also,  sir." 

Dr.  Alison  Marr  of  Strathroy  testified  she  treated  George  for  28  cuts, 
bruises  and  areas  of  soreness  and  that  he  was  in  the  hospital  for  three 
days . 

"My  opinion  would  be  that  there  was  blunt  trauma  to  most  of  these  areas," 
Marr  testified. 

The  trial  was  about  to  conclude  yesterday,  but  defence  lawyer  House  said 
he  needs  time  to  study  the  implications  of  a report  published  yesterday. 

It  was  based  on  a previously  secret  document  prepared  by  a provincial 
government  committee  that  held  a three  hour  meeting  on  the  Ipperwash 
situation  on  Sept.  5,  1995. 

The  document,  obtained  by  Southam  News  under  the  Freedom  of  Information 
Act,  states:  "The  province  will  take  steps  to  remove  the  occupiers  ASAP." 

OPP  officers  have  testified  that  they  were  under  strict  orders  not  to 
attempt  to  remove  the  Indians  from  the  park. 

The  case  will  continue  May  6. 

Anti-Racist  Action  (Toronto) 

P.0.  Box  291 
Station  B 
Toronto,  ON 
M5T  2T2 

by  phone:  (416)  631-8835 

web -site:  http://www.web.net/~ara 

In  Toronto,  tune  into  to  "Radio  Antifa",  every  other  Monday  night  on  CKLN 
88.1  FM,  the  radio  show  that  has  the  Heritage  Front  fuming! 
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Forwarded  message  

Date:  Tue,  25  Mar  1997  23:15:51  -0800 
From:  randrade@sprynet . com 

Thought  you  all  might  like  this  type  of  news. 

Ron  Andrade 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  RIGHTS  FUND,  1506  BROADWAY,  BOULDER,  CO  80302 
(303)  447-8760  ~ (303)  443-7776  (fax)  ~ www.  narf.org 
FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  March  20,  1997 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Melody  McCoy,  (303)  447-8760 
THE  CHEYENNE  AND  ARAPAHO  TRIBES  OF  OKLAHOMA 
CLAIM  VICTORY  IN  TAX  CASE 

United  States  Supreme  Court  denies  oil  companies'  appeal  requesting  review 
of  Mustang  Production  Company  v.  Harrison 

BOULDER,  CO  - On  Monday,  March  17,  1997,  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
denied  the  request  to  hear  Mustang  Production  Company  v.  Harrison.  The 
rejection  means  that  the  August  23,  1996  ruling  by  the  United  States  Court 
of  Appeals  for  the  Tenth  Circuit  will  stand  --  thus  affirming  the  right  of 
the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  of  Oklahoma  to  tax  oil/gas  production  on 
allotments.  The  allotments,  160  acre  land  parcels  held  in  trust  by  the 
federal  government  for  members  of  the  Tribes,  are  scattered  throughout  nine 
nine  counties  in  western  Oklahoma.  The  allotments  are  virtually  all  that 
remains  of  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho' s 4.5  million  acre  reservation  which 
the  federal  government  took  back  in  1890. 

The  Tribes  had  already  won  their  case  in  tribal  court  and  in  the  lower 
federal  courts.  The  oil  companies  looked  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  but 
were  turned  down.  The  oil  companies  now  concede  that  the  case  is  over  and 
that  they  must  pay  taxes  on  their  activities  on  allotments  to  the  Tribes. 

The  tax  money  that  has  been  at  issue  in  this  case  --  about  $5  million--will 
be  released  to  the  Tribes. 

The  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  first  enacted  the  tax  in  1988  to  raise 
$1  million  annually  for  roads,  schools,  and  health  care  for  their  10,000 
members,  many  of  whom  live  in  poverty.  Nineteen  oil  companies,  who  for 
decades  have  been  extracting  oil  and  natural  gas  from  the  allotments, 
immediately  challenged  the  tax.  The  Tribes  retained  the  Native  American 
Rights  Fund  (NARF)  to  defend  their  rights,  and  Mustang  became  the  first 
major  tribal  tax  case  to  be  heard  in  Tribal  Court.  As  the  case  proceeded 
through  the  tribal  court  system  and  then  into  federal  court,  the  federal 
government  entered  the  case  as  amicus  curiae  (friend  of  the  court)  in 
support  of  the  Tribes'  right  to  tax. 

Melody  McCoy  (Cherokee),  NARF  attorney  and  lead  counsel  says,  "one  hundred 
years  ago  the  government  took  away  most  of  the  Tribes'  land.  But  it  didn't 
take  away  the  Tribes'  sovereignty,  and  now  it  is  clear  the  Tribes  can 
exercise  their  sovereignty  on  what  little  land  they  have  left." 


The  Native  American  Rights  Fund  is  a non-profit  organization  that  provides 
legal  representation  to  over  190  tribes  nationwide  in  the  areas  of:  the 
preservation  of  tribal  existence;  the  protection  of  tribal  natural 
resources;  the  promotion  of  human  rights;  and  the  accountability  of 


governments  to  Native  Americans;  and  the  development  of  Indian  Law. 

"RE ; Sexual  Predator  Freed"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Mar  1997  01:12:33  -0500  (EST) 
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Sub j : Sexual  Predator  Freed 

Mailing  List:  Insap  <owner-insap@firstnations.ca> 

March  28,  1997  SISIS  Bulletin 

BC'S  HIGH  COURT  FREES  BISHOP:  CONVICTED  RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL  RAPIST 

On  Wednesday  March  27,  the  province's  highest  court  ordered  Bishop  Hubert 
O'Connor  freed  on  bail,  pending  his  appeal  of  convictions  for  rape  and 
indecent  assault.  O'Connor,  the  highest  ranking  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  in  Canada  to  be  convicted  of  sex  crimes,  preyed  on  young 
aboriginal  women,  when  he  was  a priest  at  the  St.  Mary's  residential 
school  near  Williams  Lake  BC.  BC  Court  of  Appeal  Dustices  Alan  MacFarlane, 
Michael  Goldie  and  Brian  Carrothers  gave  their  decision  in  Victoria. 

"His  behavior  over  the  last  30  years  has  been  blameless"  said 
Dustice  MacFarlane.  In  the  view  of  the  court  it  was  deemed  not  in  the 
public  interest  for  O'Connor  to  be  in  prison.  O'Connor  was  sentenced  to 
2.5  years  on  September  13. 

Meanwhile,  both  Shuswap  elder  Wolverine  and  native  rights  lawyer 
Dr.  Bruce  Clark  have  been  consistently  denied  bail.  Dustice  MacFarlane  was 
one  of  the  Dustices  who  recently  ruled  against  bail  for  Bruce  Clark. 

Dustice  Goldie,  a former  partner  of  Allan  McEachern  at  the  powerful  BC  law 
firm  Russel  and  DuMoulin,  was  the  lead  lawyer  for  the  Province  in  the  1991 
Delgamuukw  land  claims  case.  The  trial  judge  was  Allan  McEachern.  Both 
McEachern  and  Goldie  were  elevated  to  the  high  court  bench  at  the  trial's 
conclusion.  Bryan  Williams,  the  lawyer  representing  BC  against  Bruce  Clark 
in  the  appeal  of  Delgamuukw  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  September  12, 
1995,  was  made  Chief  Dustice  of  the  BC  Supreme  Court. 

Indigenous  women  have  expressed  shock  and  outrage  at  O'Connor's 
release.  Proving  once  again  that  in  BC  it  is  "DUST-US"  not  DUSTICE  that 
rules . 

***Free  Wolverine*Free  Bruce  Clark*Free  All  Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations*** 
Demand  Public  Inquiries  into  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Stoney  Point  Now! 
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SUPREME  COURT  OF  CANADA  DELGAMUUKW  APPEAL  "A  HOAX" 

There  is  significant  evidence  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada's  September 
12,  1995  appeal  hearing  of  the  Delgammuukw  land  claims  case  was  "a  hoax." 

This  appeal  was  heard  at  the  height  of  the  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen 
Lake)  siege  and  was  intimately  connected  to  it.  Native  rights  lawyer 
Bruce  Clark,  then  lawyer  for  all  the  Ts'peten  Defenders,  was  bringing  a 


jurisdictional  challenge  on  behalf  of  Xsgogimlahxa,  a Delgamuukw 
applicant.  This  was  coordinated  with  a motion  seeking  an  order  enjoining 
the  RCMP  against  mounting  a preemptive  raid  on  the  Ts'peten  Sundance  camp, 
pending  the  resolution  of  the  question  of  whether  Canada  has  jurisdiction 
to  police  Indigenous  people  on  their  own  unceded  territories.  Canada's 
highest  court  dismissed  both  motions. 

(Transcripts  at  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/sepl2scc . html) 

Now  it  appears  that  there  may  have  been  "coordination"  between  the 
RCMP  and  the  high  court  involving  that  hearing.  S.I.S.I.S.  has  been 
informed  that  Dr.  Clark  has  evidence  that  suggests  RCMP  knew  that  the 
hearing  was  an  orchestrated  "hoax",  that  the  result  was  decided  in  advance. 

For  several  days  at  the  Ts'peten  trial,  no  media  coverage  has  been 
permitted  as  Justice  Bruce  Josephson  heard  arguments  as  to  whether  he 
should  permit  Dr.  Clark  to  reveal  this  evidence  to  the  jury.  Also  at  issue 
is  a videotape  taken  by  defendant  Trond  Halle  which  records  "fire  from  the 
police  directly  at  and  narrowly  missing  persons  from  the  said  Indian 
encampment."  The  shooting  incident  in  late  August,  1995,  had  been  reported 
at  the  time  as  an  unprovoked  assault  by  the  Sundance  camp  against  the 
police. 

Clark's  evidence  of  judicial  corruption  only  adds  to  that  already 
swirling  around  BC's  precedent  setting  1991  Delgammuukw  case,  in  which 
Chief  Justice  Allan  McEachern  ruled  that  native  rights  in  BC  were  largely 
"extinguished",  declaring  "I  have  been  brutal".  Most  of  the  counsel 
representing  both  the  federal  and  provincial  governments,  against  the 
Gitskan  Wet ' suwet ' en,  were  former  partners  and  associates  of  the  judge. 

In  1994,  some  of  the  Gitskan  chiefs  asked  the  highly  successful 
Vancouver  lawyer  Jack  Cram  to  initiate  a fraud  action  against  both 
governments,  the  Chief  Justice,  and  their  own  legal  team.  Cram  was 
arrested  three  times,  held  in  a psychiatric  ward,  eventually  forced  to 
publicly  recant  his  allegations  and  his  right  to  practice  was  suspended. 

The  Gitskan 's  lawyers  had  deliberately  "misrepresented  the  Native 
people  in  the  most  important  legal  case  in  Canadian  history. .. .throwing 
the  case ...  involving  a huge  territory, " Cram  wrote  at  the  time.  "The 
native  peoples  had  spent  27  million  dollars  or  more  to  establish  the  legal 
rights  to  some  of  the  richest  territory  in  Canada .. .their  lawyers  had 
conceded  away  their  best  arguments." 

Cram  concluded:  "the  alleged  corruption  in  the  Judicial  system  in 
British  Columbia  runs  deep  and  is  so  flagrant  that  it  must  be  investigated 
by  an  impartial  inquiry  panel  from  outside  of  BC." 

Supplemental  Affidavit  to  the  Sept.  12,  1995,  appeal  of  this 
controversial  case  charges: 

"the  Attorney  General  is  arguing  in  affidavit  form  that,  even  if  the 
Indians  as  alleged  by  Xsgogimlahxa  's  were  defrauded  by  their  lawyers  into 
relinquishing  their  Indian  jurisdiction  by  attorning  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  non-native  domestic  court  system,  now  those  Indians,  or  at  least 
some  of  them,  should  be  stopped  from  exposing  the  fraud  in  which  the 
lawyers  and  the  judges  are  the  historic  accomplices.  Such  an  argument  is 
base,  corrupt  and  inadmissible. . .the  Attorney  General  of  BC  argues  that 
'there  is  no  connection  between  the  RCMP  at  Gustafsen  Lake  and  the  main 
[Delgamuukw]  action.'  That  allegation  is  chicanery  in  aid  of  treason, 
fraud  and  genocide.  It  is  made,  not  for  the  lawful  purpose  of  upholding 
the  rule  of  law,  but  rather  for  the  illegal  purpose  of  evading  the  law 
that  exposes  the  ongoing  crimes  in  progress  of  the  Canadian  legal 
establishment,  its  lawyers,  judges,  police  and  underlings.  The 
constitution  is  simple,  the  evasion  of  it  complex. .. .the  duty  of  the 
Supreme  Court  is  to  prefer  the  public's  interest  in  the  whole  truth  as  the 
basis  for  the  rule  of  law,  over  the  conflicting  interest  of  the  legal 
establishment  in  concealing  and  continuing  its  own  crimes." 

<http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/margaff . html> 

Appearing  against  Xsgogimlahxa  in  the  Supreme  Court  on  September  12 
was  Stuart  Rush.  Rush  was  one  of  the  Gitskan  legal  team  in  the  original 
action  as  well  as  the  appeal.  An  RCMP  "tip  file"  reveals  that  Rush  was 
also  advising  the  RCMP  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  Included  is  a notation  that  his 
involvement  was  to  be  kept  secret. 


Also  on  September  12,  1995,  the  very  day  Clark  was  in  the  Supreme 
Court  contesting  Delgamuukw  on  behalf  of  a Gitskan  hereditary  chief,  the 
"Shuswap  Liaison  Group"  issued  a statement  claiming  the  Delgamuukw  case 
supported  the  rights  of  the  besieged  Ts'peten  Sundancers.  The  SLG  included 
prominent  Gitskan  politicians  like  Don  Ryan  and  Gordon  Sebastian. 
Sebastian,  a "speaker"  of  the  Gitskan  and  a BC  lawyer,  was  involved  in 
negotiations  with  RCMP,  and  at  the  Sept.  15,  1995  hearing  before  Judge 
Nicholas  Friesen  purported  to  be  representing  Ts'peten  Defenders  who  were 
Clark's  clients.  Those  accused  were  denied  their  right  to  counsel  of 
choice.  After  initially  being  denied  entry  to  the  court,  Clark  was 
assaulted,  arrested,  was  himself  charged  with  assault  and  contempt,  and 
was  sent  to  a psychiatric  hospital  for  the  criminally  insane. 

Justice  Bruce  Josephson,  the  presiding  judge  in  the  Ts'peten 
(Gustafsen  Lake)  trial,  has  also  been  compromised  by  a demonstrated  bias 
against  Clark  in  a jurisdictional  challenge  on  which  Josephson  sat  five 
years  ago.  chttp : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/court/ judge. html> 

As  is  the  case  with  the  Stoney  Point  incident,  in  which  the 
Ontario  government  ordered  armed  police  against  indigenous  protesters, 
shooting  and  killing  Dudley  George,  a public  inquiry  into  the  actions  of 
the  Canadian  state  at  Gustafsen  Lake  is  clearly  called  for. 

!!!! Independent  Public  Inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Stoney  Point!!!! 
-->> — >>>>Free  Wolverine<<<<--<<->>-->>>>  Free  Bruce  Clark<<<< — <<-- 

+++Remember  Dudley  George+++ 

SUPPORT  ORGANIZATIONS 
Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign 

Spokespeople:  Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 

Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
Ts'peten  Legal  Defence  Team: 

Manuel  Azevedo,  phone:  (604)  687-0231,  Fax:  (604)  687-0241 
Margaret  Clark,  c/o  phone:  (604)  687-0231,  Fax:  (604)  687-0241 

AND 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Spirit  Bear  Threatened  by  Logging"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Mar  1997  11:23:25  +0100 
From:  susang@wildrockies.org  (su  gregerson) 

Sub j : Spirit  Bear  Threatened  by  Logging 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  wild-rockies-alerts@wildrockies.org  (Wild  Rockies  InfoNet) 

From:  GreatBears@aol.com 

Sub j : Spirit  Bear  Threatened  by  Logging 

GREAT  BEAR  FOUNDATION  PRESS  RELEASE  March  12,  1997 

B.C.  GOVERNMENT  ON  FAST-TRACK  TO  LOG  PROPOSED  SPIRIT  BEAR  PARK 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA,  CANADA  --  A critical  part  of  the  proposed  wilderness 
sanctuary  to  protect  the  rare  spirit  bear  is  being  fast-tracked  for  logging 
by  the  B.C.  government.  This  April,  Western  Forest  Products  Ltd.  is 
expected  to  start  clearcutting  the  ancient  forests  of  the  Green  Inlet,  a 
hidden  fiord  along  B.C.'s  famous  Inside  Passage  and  home  to  the  spirit  or 
kermode  bear. 

Spirit  bears  are  a unique  race  of  rainforest  North  American  black  bear  in 
which  about  one  in  ten  is  white.  According  to  bear  biologist,  Wayne 
McCrory  of  the  B.C. -based  Valhalla  Wilderness  Society,  the  Green  Inlet  is 
home  to  one  of  the  densest  concentrations  of  white  spirit  bears  in  the 


world.  "I  am  shocked  that  the  B.C.  government  would  allow  any  logging  in 
the  home  of  the  spirit  bear/'  stated  McCrory.  "The  Green  Inlet  system  is 
one  of  a very  few  coastal  estuaries  which  remain  ecologically  intact  and 
support  a significant  population  of  kermode  (spirit)  bears,  as  well  as 
populations  of  grizzlies  and  salmon.  For  nine  years  we  have  documented  the 
high  value  of  a park  in  this  area  and  put  the  information  before  the  B.C. 
government  ...  and  what  has  the  government  done  to  protect  it?  -- 
absolutely  nothing!" 

"The  proposed  park  was  designed  to  connect  the  intact  habitats  of  the 
islands,  the  fiords  and  the  mainland  coast,"  said  McCrory.  "Scientists  are 
learning  that  this  kind  of  preservation  is  critical,  yet  B.C.  doesn't  have 
this  kind  of  connectivity  in  any  of  its  current  parks.  It's  all  getting 
cut  into  fragments  too  small  to  support  many  terrestrial  and  marine 
species . " 

The  Spirit  Bear  Wilderness  Park  Proposal  has  received  overwhelming  support 
both  in  Canada  and  abroad.  Emily  Williams,  coordinator  of  the  spirit  bear 
program  for  the  Great  Bear  Foundation,  a Montana-based  bear  conservation 
organization,  states  that  "members  and  supporters  of  the  Great  Bear 
Foundation  have  delivered  an  estimated  5,000  letters  to  the  B.C.  government 
in  support  of  a 655,000-acre  Spirit  Bear  Wilderness  Park."  " The  Green 
Inlet  is  an  undeniably  integral  component  of  this  proposal,"  continued 
Williams,  " letters  opposing  any  logging  in  that  area  are  absolutely 
crucial  at  this  time." 

According  to  McCrory,  the  proposed  park  is  also  key  to  the  traditional  and 
cultural  survival  of  the  indigenous  Kitasoo  people.  Hereditary  Chief 
Archie  Robinson  feels  "disgusted"  that  the  government  would  allow  logging, 
especially  since  the  Kitasoo  people  are  currently  in  treaty  negotiations  to 
gain  back  their  traditional  lands. 

"Only  a large  public  outcry  can  save  this  area  from  logging,"  urges 
McCrory,  "we  need  everyone  to  speak  out  immediately,  before  it's  too  late!" 
It  is  critical  to  write  letters  to: 

1)  Premier  Glen  Clark; 

2)  Honorable  Cathy  McGregor,  Minister  of  Environment;  and 

3)  Honorable  David  Zirnhelt,  Minister  of  Forests; 

§:  Parliament  Buildings,  Victoria,  B.C.,  V8V  1X4,  Canada. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Great  Bear  Foundation,  Bozeman,  Montana 

at:  406-586-5533,  or  The  Valhalla  Wilderness  Society,  B.C.,  Canada  at: 

250-358-2333. 

susan  gregerson 

post  office  box  4784 

missoula,  montana  59806 

susang@wildrockies . org 

Madness  Takes  its  Toll; 

Please  Have  Exact  Change 
:*) 

CHECK  out  this  Web  site!!!!!: 

THE  WILD  ROCKIES  SLATE: 
http : //www .wild roc kies . org 

THE  place  for  grassroot,  environmental  news  from  the  Wild  Rockies!!! 

"RE : To  Be  or  Not  To  Be"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Mar  1997  18:48:59  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : To  Be  or  Not  To  be?-Opinion  (fwd) 

UUCP  email 

As  we  begin  to  close  the  chapter  of  this  last  century  and 
head  into  the  21st  century,  we  wonder  what  awaits  our 
arrival,  or  if  in  fact  we  will  be  a part  of  it's  history. 

Whatever  the  case  may  be,  again,  another  century  will  be 


added  to  the  many  chronicles  of  American  History,  and  I 
think  it  is  safe  to  state,  that  another  century  will  have 
a history  filled  with  injustices  done  to  the  Sovereign 
Nations,  as  so  many  of  the  other  centuries  detail  through 
out  their  chapters  of  history  and  the  issues  of  the  Native 
American  Indian. 

The  continued  effort  to  preserve  and  protect  the  ancient 
customs  and  belief's  is  still  a major  topic  within  the 
traditional  community,  as  it  is  within  the  urban  areas,  and 
the  voice  of  a people  that  advocate  that  importance  must  not 
be  undermined  in  any  manner  of  speaking,  though  one  would 
tend  to  wonder,  what  manner  should  the  culture  and  belief's 
be  safeguarded  for  future  generations? 

Spy  vs.  Spy,  is  a view  that  must  be  regarded  as  a threat  to 
the  effort  to  preserve  and  protect  any  form  of  the  culture 
and  belief's,  in  that  yes,  we  have  so  many  wonderful  friends 
who  represent  our  concerns  and  interest,  and  still,  there  is 
a huge  audience  of  both,  non-Indian  and  Indian,  who  continue 
to  oppress  the  actual  voice  of  the  traditional  people,  while 
relating  to  theirselves  as  strong  representatives  of  such. 

Meaning,  there  are  some  people  who  hide  behind  false  masks  for 
no  other  real  purpose  then  to  assist  the  government  in  the 
endeavor  to  distort  and  destroy  the  culture  and  belief's, 
and  these  people  wear  masks  that  express  a friendly  smile, 
only  the  false  regards  of  this  are  often  found  in  their  words. 
Words  that  often  make  excuses  with  respect  to,  "we  can't 
live  in  the  past,  what  good  will  these  things  do  for  us,  we 
live  in  a modern  time  where  these  things  have  no  real  value?" 

Needless  to  say,  such  words  carry  no  real  truth,  in  that  the 
traditional  people  know  very  well  that  no,  we  can  not  live  in 
the  past,  but  we  can  learn  from  it.  No,  we  can  not  live  in 
the  past,  in  tee-pee's,  buckskin,  etc.  No,  we  can  not  live 
in  the  past,  riding  horses,  going  out  on  hunts,  fishing  and 
gathering  as  we  once  did  ever  so  freely  without  the  rules 
and  guidelines  we  now  have  by  way  of  the  BLM  and  Forest 
Service.  No  we  can  not  live  in  the  past,  but  the  cultural 
values  and  belief's  will  always  remain  a part  of  our  hearts. 

The  two  educations,  the  classroom  and  life  educations  that 
surround  the  social  structure  of  this  time  period,  carry 
extreme  values  that  can  be  utilized  in  our  endeavor  to 
preserve  and  protect  the  ancient  customs  and  belief's  of 
our  ancestor's. 

Reading  books  provides  us  with  valuable  information  and  that 
is  good,  because  it  does  helps  us  to  enhance  our  learning 
capabilities  that  are  very  much  needed  in  this  time  and  being 
able  to  comprehend  what  we  see,  hear  and  understand  is  a 
very  old  tool  of  learning  the  values  of  life  and  one  can  not 
just  shut  the  door  on  learning,  for  it  is  a genuine  factor 
of  all  life. 

People  read  for  enjoyment  as  well  as  for  learning,  and 
it  is  important  to  note,  that  over  the  years  many  people 
stepped  into  the  writer's  arena,  in  order  to  provide  society 
with  reading  material  and  to  express  their  opinions  or 
present  facts  regarding  one  things  or  another,  for  example 
history,  religion,  government,  sports,  and  so  on,  and  the 
general  public  has  taken  the  opportunity  to  read  with  interest 
what  other's  have  to  say,  while  other's  depend  on  such  things 
as  t.v.'s,  movies,  radio,  etc.,  to  obtain  whatever  information 
they  may  seem  is  necessary  for  their  well  being. 

While  books,  t.v.'s.  video's  are  worth  while  information 
sources,  the  computer  has  also  become  a valuable  tool  in 
which  information  of  various  regards  can  be  obtained,  and 
communication  established  to  discuss  most  of  everything, 
from  law  to  religion,  history  to  culture,  etc. 

While  the  computer  is  a valuable  asset  and  does  provide  a 


unique  form  of  communication,  there  is  one  thing  it  can 
not  do  and  that  is  be  safe,  of  course  now  days,  what  is 
safe  that  needs  to  be  guarded?  Not  very  much,  for  people 
will  find  a way  to  get  into  something  that  is  protected, 
no  matter  what,  from  the  national  defense  records  to  the 
bank  accounts,  although  often  caught,  but  that  is  not  my  point, 
what  I am  talking  about  here  is  the  culture  and  belief's 
issue,  which  seems  to  be  the  topic  of  many  discussions  on 
various  list. 

In  that  we  desire  to  safeguard  the  culture  and  belief's  from 
falling  into  the  greedy  little  hands  of  such  people  as  the 
New  Age,  we  must  also  make  sure  that  we  ourselves  do  not 
step  over  those  boundaries  and  begin  to  exploit  various 
respects  of  our  people,  and  when  you  have  such  a large 
audience  to  communicate  with,  remember,  not  all  people  are 
who  they  seem  to  be,  appear  to  be,  simply  because  many  of 
those  who  do  exploit  our  culture  and  belief's  hide  behind 
the  false  mask's  I was  speaking  about  earlier,  people  who 
want  to  be,  but  can't  be,  it's  normally  their  own  choice. 

To  end  with  being  careful,  is  not  a correct  note  regarding 
this  matter.  We  know  who  our  friends  are,  but  those  whom 
we  come  to  know  as  the  ones  who  are  only  trying  to  advocate 
disrespects,  are  the  ones  we  do  need  to  control,  and  working 
together  we  can  enhance  a matter  of  respect  towards  preserving 
and  protecting  the  culture  and  belief's  of  our  ancestor's, 
that  culture  and  belief  we  view  with  respect  and  hope  to 
pass  on  to  our  future  generations.  Thank  you. 

By 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 
Elko  Indian  Colony 
Elko,  Nevada 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

"When  I die,  my  enemies  will  be  under  me." 

"Kintpuash" 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

"RE : Voice  Of  Many  Waters"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Mar  97  12:24:55  GMT 

From : glen_welker_at_lmi po2@mail . mail . lmi . org 

Sub j : "Voice  Of  Many  Waters"/Native  Spirituality  (fyi  - Glenn) 

UUCP  email 

"Voice  Of  Many  Waters" 

By  Chief  Tom  Thunderhorse 
go  to: 

http://www.wco.com/~chieftom/poems.htm  (for  complete  set  of  poems) 

The  Vision 

I climb  the  highest  mountain,  to  stand  in  awe  and  pray,  to  seek  the  Holy 
wisdom  that  guides  our  weary  way.  I raised  my  hands,  though  empty,  to  Him 
who  made  all  things,  what  could  I hope  to  offer,  I,  least  of  human  beings. 
"Oh  GREAT  SPIRIT,"  I cried,  with  small  and  feeble  words,  "Where  are  the 
deer  and  buffalo,  which  roamed  in  mighty  herds. 

Why  are  my  people  sad,  and  alone  they  seem  to  be,  with  heavy  hearts  and 
tear  filled  eyes  as  only  You  can  see?"  "Where  are  the  chiefs,  the  council 
fires,  the  things  we  hold  so  dear,  and  who  are  the  ones  to  lead  us",  I 
asked  in  awesome  fear.  What  did  we  do,  how  did  we  speak,  how  did  we  err 
this  way,  and  who  is  to  blame  for  the  trail  of  tears,  we  all  have  walked 
this  day?" 

I lowered  my  hands  and  bowed  my  head,  my  prayer  was  at  an  end,  then  a 
voice  of  thundering  majesty  was  heard  upon  the  wind.  This  vision  made  me 
tremble,  and  filled  my  heart  with  fear,  the  Voice  of  Many  Waters  spoke, 
sweet,  plain  and  clear. 

"My  son,  I AM  He  you  seek;  the  one  who  made  all  things.  The  ONE  who  made 
the  forest;  and  all  the  human  beings.  I made  the  towering  mountains,  the 


deserts  and  the  seas;  I made  the  deer  and  buffalo,  and  even  little  bees. 
I've  heard  your  voice,  your  heart  felt  plea;  I've  seen  your  upraised 
hands,  and  I've  heard  the  voice  of  many  sons,  of  different  tribes  and 
bands" . 

"I  give  you  now  the  reason  for  all  your  woes  and  fears,  and  why  my  sons 
and  daughters  have  walked  their  trail  of  tears;  I sent  you  Truth  and 
Beauty,  with  wisdom  from  above;  I gave  you  great  abundance,  with  all  My 
boundless  love. 

Your  fathers  had  soon  forgotten,  my  wisdom  and  my  way;  they  took  to 
greed  and  fighting,  my  words  they  disobeyed.  Their  sons  and  daughters  also, 
learned  after  many  years,  distrust,  war,  and  hatred,  they  learned  to  live 
in  fear. 

Then  strangers  came  to  this  fair  land,  with  wisdom  from  above,  but  after 
many  winter  snows,  they  too  had  lost  their  love.  My  son  this  is  the  reason 
for  all  your  fears  and  woes;  for  all  your  pain  and  misery;  and,  for  your 
many  foes. 

Hear  well  my  good  instruction.  My  wisdom  from  above,  turn  from  your 
selfish  hatred,  and  fill  your  hearts  with  love.  The  voice  of  GOD  had 
spoken,  HIS  words  were  straight  and  true;  the  task  was  set  before  me  to 
change  my  heart  anew. 

I now  descend  the  mountain,  a new  and  different  man,  to  tell  this  vision 
story,  to  every  tribe  and  band.  Let  peace  come  into  each  mans  heart,  with 
wisdom  from  above,  to  guide  us  to  our  final  place,  filled  with  eternal 
love. 


What  Is  Life? 

Life  isn't  about  keeping  score. 

It's  not  about  how  many  friends  you  have 
Or  how  accepted  you  are. 

Not  about  if  you  have  plans  this  weekend 
Or  if  you ' re  alone. 

It  isn't  about  who  you're  dating, 

who  you  used  to  date, 

how  many  people  you've  dated, 

or  if  you  haven't  been  with  anyone  at  all. 

It  isn't  about  who  you  have  kissed. 

It's  not  about  sex. 

It  isn't  about  who  your  family  is 
or  how  much  money  they  have 

Or  what  kind  of  car  you  drive. 

Or  where  you  are  sent  to  school. 

It's  not  about  how  beautiful 
Or  ugly  you  are. 

Or  what  clothes  you  wear,  what  shoes  you  have  on. 

Or  what  kind  of  music  you  listen  to. 

It's  not  about  if  your  hair  is  blonde,  red,  black,  or  brown 

Or  if  your  skin  is  too  light  or  too  dark. 

Not  about  what  grades  you  get, 
how  smart  you  are, 

how  smart  everybody  else  thinks  you  are, 
or  how  smart  standardized  tests  say  you  are. 


It's  not  about  what  clubs  you're 
or  how  good  you  are  at  "your"  sport. 


It's  not  about  representing  your  whole  being  on  a piece  of  paper 
and  seeing  who  will  "accept  the  written  you." 

LIFE  HIIST  ISN'T. 

But,  life  is  about  who  you  love  and  who  you  hurt. 

It's  about  who  you  make  happy  or  unhappy  purposefully. 

It's  about  keeping  or  betraying  trust. 

It's  about  friendship,  used  as  a sanctity  or  a weapon. 

It's  about  what  you  say  and  mean,  maybe  hurtful,  maybe  heartening. 

About  starting  rumors  and  contributing  to  petty  gossip. 

It's  about  what  judgments  you  pass  and  why. 

And  who  your  judgments  are  spread  to. 

It's  about  who  you've  ignored  with  full  control  and  intention. 

It's  about  jealousy,  fear,  ignorance,  and  revenge. 

It's  about  carrying  inner  hate  and  love,  letting  it  grow,  and  spreading  it. 
But  most  of  all,  it's  about  using  your  life  to  touch  or  poison  other 
people's  hearts  in  such  a way  that  could  have  never  occurred  alone. 

Only  you  choose  the  way  those  hearts  are  affected,  and  those  choices  are 
what  life's  all  about. 

by 

Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf 
Gsiwini  M'lsem 
Abenaki 


PREFACE:  People  who  tend  to  feel  unsure  or  uneasy  about  talking  about  the 
issue  of  spirituality  tend  to  still  be  looking  for  it.  When  it  comes  to 
expressing  one's  opinion  on  what  binds  us  all  together,  these  people  find 
it  hard  to  respond.  People  began  to  cover  the  issue.  From  my  understanding 
this  is  the  worst  thing  to  do,  being  that  most  people  who  have  lived  in  the 
western  society  have  been  living  in  a spiritually  bankrupt  society,  no  one 
really  knows  what  spirituality  is,  with  the  exception  of  a few.  So... the 
answer  is  not  to  cover  the  conversation  but  to  explore  and  understand  the 
relationship  of  the  vast  web  of  life  that  encompasses  our  world  and  the 
universe . 

NATIVE  SPIRITUALITY:  From  my  understanding,  contrary  to  what  I have  have 
heard  and  what  many  people  believe,  spirituality  is  universal,  there  is  only 
"one"  spiritual  base.  This  spirituality  is  not  limited  to  any  specific  form, 
type,  person,  nation,  blood-line,  etc.,  it  is  all  that  is.  There  is  never 
changes  to  the  principles  of  spirituality  only  to  the  form  that  it  takes:  one 
either  recognizes  and  understands  the  vast  complexity  of  this  "web  of  life," 
or  one  does  not.  That  is  why  people  who  understand  (or  are  working  to 
understand)  these  principles  can  completely  identify  with  others  who  are  on 
the  same  track.  This  is  where  the  word  "traditional"  comes  in,  it  is  a way 
for  the  people  who  perceive  themselves  to  be  on  the  spiritual  path  to 
identify  with  each  other.  This  is  not  to  say  that  people  who  do  not  refer  to 
the  word  traditional  are  not  on  a spiritual  path.  People  who  do  not  have  a 
clear  understanding  of  the  spiritual  principles  tend  to  not  use  the  word 
traditional  and  use  lables  such  as  "its  a way  to  separate  people,"  "who's  to 
say  who  is  traditional,"  or  "what  is  traditional?"  when  referring  to  people 
who  do.  In  short.  Native  spirituality  is  recognizing  the  medicine  wheel  that 


connects  us  all  and  living  in  a way  that  respects  and  honors  all  aspects  of 
that  sacred  hoop  of  life. 

NATIVE  IDENTITY:  This  is  a very  complex  issue  for  some:  some  people  go  by 
DIB,  family,  enrollment,  cultural  knowledge,  understanding  of  history,  or 
any  combination  of  these  things.  These  things  all  contribute  to  the  identity 
of  Native  people  but  they  in  themselves  are  not  deciding  factors.  To  have 
"Native  identity"  one  must  have  some  amount  of  Native  blood,  otherwise,  one 
would  be  of  the  ethnic  identity  of  ones  direct  ancestors.  This  is  not  to 
say  there  are  not  a small  number  of  people  who  culturally  connect  with 
another  ethnic  culture  other  than  their  own.  Their  are  many  things  that 
contribute  to  the  "Native  Identity"  one,  some  of  those  things  are:  blood 
(not  the  amount  just  the  presence),  cultural  knowledge,  understanding  of 
the  Native  spiritual  principles,  and  the  every  day  path  one  walks  in  life 
(willingness  to  implement  these  things  and  stay  true  to  the  path) . This  is 
what  can  give  clear  indicators  as  to  who  is  Native  and  who  is  not.  We  all 
know  of  the  people  who  are  wannabe's,  hangs  around  the  fort's,  BIA  Natives, 
or  apples,  this  is  proof  that  blood  and  background  alone  do  not  determine 
the  identity  of  Native  people.  Again,  the  identity  of  a Native  is  determined 
by  a central  core:  (1)  presence  of  Native  blood,  (2)  cultural  knowledge, 

(3)  understanding  of  Native  spiritual  principles,  and  (4)  the  willingness 
to  walk  on  the  red  path. 

NATIVE  CULTURE:  Culture  is  the  way  that  people  relate  to  the  ideas  they  live 
by  and  the  truths  they  believe  in.  Many  people  have  a misconception  of  Native 
culture:  many  think  the  culture  itself  is  our  "spiritual  connection"  to  the 
earth  and  all  life.  It  is  partly  accurate,  more  than  anything.  Native  culture 
(dancing,  singing,  drumming,  ceremonies,  etc.)  is  the  reflection  of  our 
spirituality,  but  not  the  spirituality  itself.  Most  use  their  culture  as  a 
way  to  move  along  the  path  to  understanding  the  "larger"  things  in  life,  so 
culture  is  a very  critical  element  in  the  process  of  identity.  It  fits  hand 
in  hand  with  Native  Identity  and  Native  spirituality,  they  are  all 
inseparable  from  each  other.  Each  one  is  necessary  for  the  others  to 
survive. 

I hope  this  helps  to  clarify  my  position  concerning  Native  Identity  and  the 
message  is  clear:  the  intention  is  not  to  separate  or  divide  people,  but  to 
give  an  accurate  idea  of  how  many  "traditional"  Native  people  feel.  May  we 
all  be  walking  in  peace,  balance,  and  harmony  with  all  life, 
by 

Brian  Sun  EagleHeart 
psu06364@ODIN . CC . PDX . EDU 


Posted  here  in  compliance  with  the  FAIR  USE  DOCTRINE  for  educational 
purposes.  This  is  an  educational  forum.  Not  for  commercial  use. 

"RE : Poem:  Sacred"  

Date:  Wed,  04  Sep  1996  22:47:17  -0700 
From:  Porter  <porter@localaccess . com> 

Sub j : Sacred 

UUCP  email 

Sacred 

In  my  caves  of  remembrance  I have  been  in  the  presence  of  the  sacred. 
The  Eagles  who  soar  above  me. 

The  Whale  as  she  rolls  over,  in  the  ocean,  to  look  into  my  eyes. 

The  Buffalo  roaming  over  the  parries,  shaggy  coats,  no  longer  needed  to 
clothe  foreign  royalty. 

The  Coyote's  howl,  upon  the  death  of  my  friend,  echoing  through  the 
valley. 

Eagle's  eyes  gazing  down  on  me  as  they  soar  the  thermals  of  the  sacred 
and  memories  of  them  are  stored  in  the  caverns  of  my  soul. 

Grandy 


RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


Date:  97/03/23  23:35 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  <dfsanders@genie.com> 

Sub  j : Flawaiian  Book  of  Days 


genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  6-12 

APE LI  LA 
(April) 

(Welo) 

6 

Age  cannot  hinder  the  joyful  spirit. 

7 

Alone,  we  are  restored;  with  others,  we  are  fulfilled. 

8 

This  land  is  the  gathering  place  of  the  winds. 

9 

Time  lays  no  claim  upon  the  earth's  spell  of  wonder. 

10 

Earth's  seasons  are  like  the  tides  of  the  sea,  ke  kai,  -- 
timeless  and  everlasting. 

11 

When  man  has  come  and  gone,  the  land  will  remain. 

12 

Pele  makes  the  land  which  is  shaped  by  the  ocean. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  3 April  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  lanet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

From:  lanet  Smith  <evestar@juno.com> 

Sub j : Blackjack  Mountain 

It's  only  a couple  of  weeks  now  'til  the  Blackjack  Mountain  Native  American 
Festival  and  Buckskinner ' s Rendezvous.  The  festival  will  be  held  in 
Tyus,  Georgia  (off  highway  5 southwest  of  Atlanta),  April  12-13. 

Admission:  $3  adults,  $1  kids  3-12  and  Seniors  over  60,  children  under  3 
free.  Camping  $5.  No  admission  charge  for  dancers  in  regalia.  Proceeds 
from  the  gate  and  vendors'  fees  will  benefit  Wapaha  Canku  Luta 

Foundation,  a non-profit  foundation  founded  and  chaired  by  a Lakota  elder  in  South  Dakota  to  build 
traditional  community  support  for  the  Lakota  people.  For  more 
information,  call  770-528-9197. 


Date:  Wed,  26  Mar  1997  09:14:13  -0600 
From:  rieger  <riege002@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Sub j : American  Indian  Studies  Chair  Candidate  Visits 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

(I  am  still  looking  for  some  grad  student  volunteers  to  take  the 
candidates  to  lunch  on  the  2nd  the  4th  and  the  8th  of  April  at  11:30!) 
As  you  may  already  know,  the  American  Indian  Studies  Department  at  the 
University  of  Minnesota  is  in  the  middle  of  a national  search  for  a new 
chair.  This  is  a very  exciting  time  for  us.  The  selection  of  a chair 
will  shape  the  future  of  American  Indian  Studies  scholarship  at  the 


University  of  Minnesota  for  years  to  come.  Due  to  the  nature  of  this  task,  we  seek  your  help  in 
assuring  that  the  new  chair  meets  your  needs  as 
well  as  those  of  the  department.  Please  plan  to  attend  as  many  of  the 
following  events  that  you  can: 

CLIFFORD  TRAFZER 
Tuesday,  April  1,  1997 

12:00  noon  to  2:00  p.m.  Lunch  with  students  at  the  American 

Indian  Learning  Resource  Center, 

125  Fraser  Hall. 

3:30  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Presentation:  "Death  Stalks  the 

Yakima"  105  Scott  Hall  Commons. 

6:30  p.m.  to  8:30  p.m  Feast:  Dinner  with  American  Indian  Studies, 

Staff , . Faculty,  Students  and  others  at 
Carol  Miller's  home, 12  Orlin  Avenue  SE, 

Minneapolis,  MN  55414. 

DUANE  CHAMPAGNE 
Thursday,  April  3,  1997 

12:00  noon  to  2:00  p.m.  Lunch  with  students  at  the  American 

Indian  Learning  Resource  Center, 

125  Fraser  Hall. 

3:30  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Presentation:  "Balancing  Community 

and  Scholarship  in  American  Indian 
Studies"  105  Scott  Hall  Commons. 

6:30  p.m  to  8:30  p.m.  Feast:  Dinner  with  American 

Indian  Studies,  Staff,  Faculty,  Students 
and  others  at  lean  O' Brien-Kehoe ' s home, 

16A  Grove  Street,  Minneapolis,  MN  55407. 

PATRICIA  ALBERS 
Monday,  April  7,  1997 

12:00  noon  to  2:00  p.m.  Lunch  with  students  at  the  American  Indian 

Learning  Resource  Center,  125  Fraser  Hall. 

3:30  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Presentation:  "Reservations  and  Gender 

Parity"  105  Scott  Hall  Commons. 

6:30  p.m.  to  8:30  p.m.  Feast:  Dinner  with  American  Indian  Studies, 

Staff,  Faculty,  Students  and  others  at 
Frank  Miller's  home,  979  18th  Avenue  SE, 

Minneapolis,  MN  55414. 

(Resumes  for  each  candidate  are  available  in  the  departmental  office  at 
107 

Scott  Hall) . The  final  meeting  of  the  American  Indian  Studies  Search 
committee  will  be  on  Wednesday,  April  9,  1997  from  8:30  to  10:00  a.m. 

Please  plan  to  return  your  feedback  to  me  (625-0112,  mille004maroon) , 
lean  O' Brien-Kehoe  (624-5794,  obrie002@maroon)  or  Helen  Rieger  the 
departmental  secretary  (riege002@maroon)before  April  9. 


Date:  Wed,  26  Mar  1997  15:05:38  -0400 
From:  3ohn.0meara@lakeheadu.ca  (John  O'Meara) 

Sub j : 29th  Algonquian  Conference 
Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 

29th  ALGONQUIAN  CONFERENCE 
THUNDER  BAY,  ONTARIO 
OCTOBER  24-26,  1997 
FIRST  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  29th  Algonquian  Conference  will  take  place  from  October  24-26  1997  in 
Thunder  Bay,  Ontario,  Canada.  The  conference  is  being  organized  by 
Lakehead  University,  Thunder  Bay. 

The  organizers  welcome  topics  from  all  disciplines  relating  to  the 
Algonquian  peoples  (Ojibwe,  Cree,  Micmac,  Delaware,  Blackfoot,  Shawnee, 
Fox,  and  others) . The  Conference  traditionally  deals  with  art, 
archaeology,  ethnology,  history,  linguistics,  music,  literature,  religion. 


and  other  areas.  Contributors  are  encouraged  to  make  their  findings 
comprehensible  to  scholars  in  other  disciplines.  Papers  may  be  delivered 
in  English  or  French.  Each  paper  will  be  allocated  20  minutes  for 
presentation  and  10  minutes  for  discussion. 

The  organizers  are  planning  several  plenary  sessions.  Please  indicate  if 
you  would  be  interested  in  presenting  a paper  which  is  suitable  for  a 
plenary  session. 

Registration  fees  before  October  1,  1997  are  $40  Canadian  ($35  US)  for 
non-students,  $25  ($20  US)  for  students;  after  October  1 they  are  $45 
($40 

US)  for  non-students,  $30  ($25  US)  for  students. 

Please  make  cheques  / money  orders  payable  to  Lakehead  University. 
Contributors  should  send  titles  and  an  abstract  of  no  more  than  100  words 
by  September  1,  1997  to: 

3ohn  O'Meara 
Faculty  of  Education 
Lakehead  University 
THUNDER  BAY,  ON  P7B  5E1 
CANADA 

For  further  information,  please  contact  3ohn  O'Meara  at  the  above 
address; 

telephone  807-343-8054;  fax  807-346-7746;  or  e-mail 
John .Omeara@lakeheadu . ca 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

REGISTRATION  FORM 
(please  print  out) 

Name: 


Address : 


Telephone: 

Fax: 

E-mail : 

Title  of  Presentation: 

Abstract: Enclosed To  Follow 

Please  indicate  any  equipment  required.  Please  let  us  know  in  advance 
what 

your  requirements  are. 


Cheque  /Money  Order  For  Registration  Fee  Enclosed: 

Before  October  1: Non-student  ($40  CDN/$35  US) Student 

($25  CDN/$20  US) 

After  October  1: Non-student  ($45  CDN/$40  US) Student 

($30 

CDN/$25  US) 

Conference  information  is  available  on  our  Web  site 

(http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~AlgConf97);  information  will  be  updated  as  it 
becomes  available. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

3ohn  O'Meara 

Native  Language  Instructors'  Program 
Faculty  of  Education 
Lakehead  University 
Thunder  Bay,  ON  P7B  5E1 


CANADA 

Phone:  807-343-8054 

FAX:  807-346-7746 

E-mail:  john.omeara@lakeheadu.ca 

Web  Pages:  (personal)  http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~jomeara 

(Native  Languages)  http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~nlpwww 


Date:  Fri,  28  Mar  1997  14:37:37  -0600  (CST) 

From:  adonis95@ix.netcom.com  (lames  T.  Kesterson) 

Sub j : **Anderson  County, Tennessee  Genealogical  Workshop** 

Mailing  List:  INDIAN-ROOTS  cindian- roots@rmgate . pop . indiana . edu> 

If  you  have  family  roots  in  the  East  Tennessee  area,  you  will  want  to 
attend  this  workshop. 

Early  Anderson  County, Tennessee 
And  It ' s People 

Sponsored  By: 

The  Pellissippi  Genealogical  & Flistorical  Society 
############ 

Guest  Speakers: 

Mrs  Evelyn  Green,  Rev.  Robert  Hilton,  Augusta  Bell, 

Gene  White,  Robert  Marlow  and  luanita 
Free  Admission 

Includes  Refreshments  for  Breaks  and  Lunch 
Donations  Accepted 
############# 

Saturday,  May  3,  1997 
9:00  a.m.-  4:00  p.m. 

Clinton  Senior  School  Cafeteria 
425  Dragon  Drive 
Clinton,  Tennessee 
Book  Sales 

Genealogical  Materials  and  Forms 
Local  and  East  Tennessee  Resources 


Date:  Tue,  1 Apr  1997  20:23:11  -0700 
From:  Tianna  Shaw  <tshaw@mail.arc.nasa.gov> 

Sub j : REGION  2 CONFERENCE  4/18-20 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

Subject:  REGION  2 CONFERENCE  4/18-20 

REGION  2 CONFERENCE  WILL  BE  4/18-20/97  AT  SANTA  CLARA  UNIVERSITY 
CO-SPONSORED  BY  SAN  HOSE  STATE  UNIVERSITY,  SANTA  CLARA  UNIVERSITY,  STANFORD 
UNIVERSITY  AISES  CHAPTERS 

This  notice  is  to  announce  the  soon  to  be  upcoming  sixth  annual  Regional 
AISES  Conference  for  California,  Nevada  and  Hawaii  (Region  2).  The 
conference  is  scheduled  for  Saturday,  April  18-20,  1997  and  will  be  jointly 
hosted  by  the  AISES  student  chapters  of  Santa  Clara  University,  San  lose 
State  University  and  Stanford  University.  Our  theme,  "Gathering  of  Nations 
for  Educational  Success"  encompasses  our  vision  for  the  conference.  For  us, 
the  American  Indian  Science  and  Engineering  Society,  symbolizes  unity  among 
the  many  different  tribes.  This  year  we  are  focusing  on  educational  success 
through  a gathering  of  Nations.  The  workshops  we  have  organized  this  year 
follow  our  theme  to  strive  for  educational  success  and  cultural 
enlightenment.  Please  refer  to  the  attached  program  for  workshop  topics. 

The  goals  of  the  conference  are:  to  strengthen  ties  between  tradition  and 
technology,  to  gather  the  Nations  within  the  region  to  enhance  cultural 
ties,  to  utilize  traditional  perspectives  for  educational  success,  and 
finally,  to  build  educational  support  networks  for  American  Indian  students. 

One  item  of  particular  importance  to  our  planning  committee  is  a 
workshop  in  which  we  would  like  the  participation  of  educators  and 
community  leaders  like  yourself.  We  have  entitled  this  a Community  Meeting 
for  Educational  Success.  A talking  circle  involving  AISES  students,  AISES 
professionals,  educational  and  community  organizations  will  revolve  around 


the  topic  of  educational  success  for  American  Indian  students  at  all 
levels.  Through  this  facilitated  discussion,  we  would  like  to  target  three 
items  in  particular:  I)  Discuss  concerns  of  the  American  Indian  community 
in  regards  to  the  education  of  our  people;  ii)  Discuss  personal  experiences 
of  American  Indian  students  and  former  students  (all  levels  of  the 
education  process)  and 

iii)  Identify  strategies  for  educational  success.  In  addition,  we  believe 
that  there  is  potential  for  numerous  partnerships  among  educators,  students 
and  professionals. 

Our  web-site  with  additional  conference  info  is  at: 
http://pwl.netcom.com/~rmaes/AISES/index.html 
Hope  to  see  you  there, 

AISES  chapters  of  Santa  Clara  U,  San  lose  State  U and  Stanford  U. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

PLEASE  SEND  A QUICK  E-MAIL  TO:  TSTEIRER@SCUACC.SCU.EDU 

IF  YOU  PLAN  ON  COMING  AS  YOU  FILL  OUT  YOUR  REG  FORMS. 

Thank  you,  Thomas  Steirer,  AISES  Professional  Member. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

American  Indian  Science  and  Engineering  Society 

1997  Region  2 Conference 
"A  gathering  of  nations  for  educational  success" 

CONFERENCE  PROGRAM 
April  18-20,  1997 
Friday,  April  18 

4:00  till  midnight  - Registration 
Saturday,  April  19 
8:00  Breakfast 
9:00  Opening  Ceremony 
9:15  Concurrent  Session  I 
WORKSHOP  1 Traditional  Healing 

WORKSHOP  2 Native  Professional  Panel  - Maintaining  Identity 
10:30  Concurrent  Session  II 

WORKSHOP  3 Internet  Access  & Native  Resources  Online 
WORKSHOP  4 Careers  - INROADS  Program 

12:00  Lunch  - Keynote  Speaker  Dawn  Valencia,  Statewide  Director, 

Success  Through  Collaboration  - Mathematics,  Engineering  Science  Acheivement 
1:45  Community  Meeting  for  Educational  Success 

3:00  Regional  Meeting  - Student  Issues  - Preparation  for  National 
Student  Caucus 

6:00  Dinner  - Keynote  Speaker  Dudy  Gobert,  All  Nations  Alliance  for 
Minority  Participation,  Salish  Kootenai  College 
Sunday,  April  20 

8:00  Breakfast 
9:00  Closing  & Prayer 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

American  Indian  Science  and  Engineering  Society 
1997  Region  2 Conference 
"A  Gathering  of  Nations  for  Educational  Success" 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

General : 

Name: 

Sex  (M  / F)  Phone: 

E-mail : 

School : 

Address : 

Maior : 

City: 

State:  Zip: 

I am  a (Student/ 

Professional/Advisor/  Other 

Special  Dietary  Considerations  (Note:  Not  all  needs  can  be  met): 

Comments : 

Special  Physically  Challenged  Considerations: 

Comments : 

Do  you  wish  to  address  the  Regional  Caucus  (A  maximum  of  10  minutes  per 
topic . ) : 

If  Yes,  your  topic  is: 

Registration  Fees: 

Student  registration  $35 

Student  registration  w / resume  $25 


Chapter  Advisor  registration  $25 
Professional  registration  $35 
Educators  registration  (1  day  w/o  dinner)  FREE 
Educators  registration  (1  day  w/  dinner)  $25 


Amount  Enclosed 

Please  make  checks  payable  to: 

Santa  Clara  University  chapter  of  AISES 
Return  form  and  payment  to: 

Region  2 Conference  Registration 
14850  Oka  Rd.  #27 
Los  Gatos  CA  95030 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
PLEASE  SEND  A QUICK  E-MAIL  TO:  TSTEIRER@SCUACC.SCU.EDU 

IF  YOU  PLAN  ON  COMING  AS  YOU  FILL  OUT  YOUR  REG  FORMS. 

Thank  you,  Thomas  Steirer,  AISES  Professional  Member. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

tshaw@mail . arc . nasa.gov 

239-11  NASA-Ames  Research  Center 

Moffett  Field,  CA  94035-1000 

Phone:  415/604-6496 

Fax:  415/604-3954 


Date:  25  Mar  1997  21:14:12  -0500 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Sub j : Native  American  Events 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

These  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native 
Events  Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


4th  Annual  Memorial  Native  American  Pow  Wow 
4/27/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
April  25-27,  1997. 

Lone  Eagle's  Legacy 

Fourth  Annual  Memorial  Native  American  Pow  Wow  & Festival 

A cultural  celebration  by  Cherokee  Trust 

Wind  Creek  State  Park,  Alexander  City,  Alabama 

Friday  9am  - 4pm 

Saturday  9am  - 9pm 

Sunday  1pm  - 5 pm 

Intertribal  Dancing 

Traditional  Dance  Competitions 

Fancy  Dance  Competitions 

Native  Arts  & Crafts 

Storytelling 

Flint  Knapping 

Basket  Weaving 

Master  of  Ceremonies  - Richard  Bird 
Host  Drum  - Bird  Chopper  Bird  Family 
Second  Drum  - Many  Nations 
Head  Man  - Chris  "Red  Wolf"  Perez 
Head  Lady  - Mary  "Morning  Dove"  Verrett 
Dance  prize  money  to  be  announced. 

Must  have  four  dancers  in  each  contest. 

All  dancers  must  pay  registration  fee. 

Dancers  must  register  no  later  than  11am  Saturday. 

Admission  Fee: 

12  & older-  $3,  6-11  - $1.50,  5 & under  free.  Senior  Citizens  $1. 
Parking:  $1,  $0.50,  free,  $0.50 

All  proceeds  go  toward  perpetuating  Lone  Eagle's  Legacy  Pow  Wow 
honoring  "Lone  Eagle"  Harold  Morris.  For  more  information,  contact 
Sandy  Paulk  P.O.  Box  5234  Montgomery,  AL  36103-5234  or  call  (334) 
541-2505  after  6pm 


Wind  Creek  Park  offers  beautiful  campsites. 

Call  1-800-ALA-PARK  and  listen  for  Wind  Creek,  or  (205)  329-0845. 


Date:  25  Mar  1997  21:14:12  -0500 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Sub j : Native  American  Events 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

These  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native 
Events  Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


4th  Annual  Memorial  Native  American  Pow  Wow 
4/27/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
April  25-27,  1997. 

Lone  Eagle's  Legacy 

Fourth  Annual  Memorial  Native  American  Pow  Wow  & Festival 

A cultural  celebration  by  Cherokee  Trust 

Wind  Creek  State  Park,  Alexander  City,  Alabama 

Friday  9am  - 4pm 

Saturday  9am  - 9pm 

Sunday  1pm  - 5 pm 

Intertribal  Dancing 

Traditional  Dance  Competitions 

Fancy  Dance  Competitions 

Native  Arts  & Crafts 

Storytelling 

Flint  Knapping 

Basket  Weaving 

Master  of  Ceremonies  - Richard  Bird 
Host  Drum  - Bird  Chopper  Bird  Family 
Second  Drum  - Many  Nations 
Head  Man  - Chris  "Red  Wolf"  Perez 
Head  Lady  - Mary  "Morning  Dove"  Verrett 
Dance  prize  money  to  be  announced. 

Must  have  four  dancers  in  each  contest. 

All  dancers  must  pay  registration  fee. 

Dancers  must  register  no  later  than  11am  Saturday. 

Admission  Fee: 

12  & older-  $3,  6-11  - $1.50,  5 & under  free.  Senior  Citizens  $1. 
Parking:  $1,  $0.50,  free,  $0.50 

All  proceeds  go  toward  perpetuating  Lone  Eagle's  Legacy  Pow  Wow 
honoring  "Lone  Eagle"  Harold  Morris.  For  more  information,  contact 
Sandy  Paulk  P.O.  Box  5234  Montgomery,  AL  36103-5234  or  call  (334) 
541-2505  after  6pm 

Wind  Creek  Park  offers  beautiful  campsites. 

Call  1-800-ALA-PARK  and  listen  for  Wind  Creek,  or  (205)  329-0845. 


COLLAPSING  STATES  AND  RE-EMERGENT  NATIONS 
5/4/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Conference 
May  2-4  1997 

Santa  Rosa  Dunior  College 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  USA 
1 Evening,  2 Days 

This  seminar  provides  an  intensive,  interdisciplinary 
examination  of  the  clash  between  the  culture  of  nations  and  the 
idea  of  the  state  in  the  new  international  political  climate 
after  the  50  Years  Cold  War. 

For  more  information.  See: 
http://www.halcyon.com/FWDP/cwisinfo.html 


COLLAPSING  STATES  AND  RE-EMERGENT  NATIONS 


5/4/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA 


Type:  Conference 


Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies 

FOURTH  WORLD  INSTITUTE 

Presents 

COLLAPSING  STATES  AND  RE -EMERGENT  NATIONS 

With  Dr.  Rudolph  C.  Ryser 

May  2-4,  1997 

Santa  Rosa  Junior  College 

Santa  Rosa,  CA  USA 

Dune  20-22,  1997 

First  Nations  House 

University  of  Toronto 

Toronto,  ONT  CANADA 

1 Evening,  2 Days 

If  you  wish  to  apply  to  attend  a Seminar  then 
complete  the  application  at  web  site,  print  it 
out  and  send  it  with  your  payments  to  CWIS-Fourth 
World  Institute,  P.0.  Box  1064  Occidental, 

California  95465. 

This  seminar  provides  an  intensive,  interdisciplinary 

examination  of  the  clash  between  the  culture  of  nations  and  the 

idea  of  the  state  in  the  new  international  political  climate 

after  the  50  Years  Cold  War. 

http://www.halcyon.com/FWDP/cwisinfo.html 

For  more  Information  contact 

Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies 

Fourth  World  Institute 

P.O.  Box  1064 

Occidental,  CA  95465 

Telephone:  707/869-3137 


Date:  Mon,  31  Mar  1997  08:31:29  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 
Sub j : Conference  for  Church  Leaders,  OKC,  OK 
UUCP  email 


HONORING  THE  PAST:  BUILDING  FOR  THE  FUTURE 
A Conference  for  Church  Leaders 

On  Issues  in  the  Contemporary  Native  American  (Indigenous)  Community 
April  17-19,  1997 

Fifth  Season  Hotel  and  Conference  Center 
Oklahoma  City,  OK 
Consider  these  scenarios: 

A non-native  pastor  of  a Native  American  church  adds  formal 
liturgy  to  worship  in  a community  whose  members  are  not 
accustomed  to  that  tradition.  As  a result,  they  stop  attending 
the  church. 

A curriculum  writer  produces  a series  of  study  guides  that  refer 
to  Native  Americans  in  the  past  tense;  for  example,  "This  certain 
tribe  once  lived  in  this  certain  area." 

A congregation  with  no  Native  American  members  wants  to  diversify 
its  worship  expressions  and  wonders  whether  it  would  be 
appropriate  for  them  to  conduct  a Native  American  smoke  ceremony. 

The  conference,  "Honoring  the  Past:  Building  for  the  Future," 
will  address  these  and  other  issues  affecting  the  contemporary 
Native  American  (Indigenous)  community  and  its  relationships  with 
the  non-native  community. 

It  will  examine  ways  in  which  indigenous  peoples  continue  to  be 
stereotyped  and  romanticized  and  how  that  affects  their  ways  of 
life,  traditions,  spirituality  and  sovereignty.  The  conference 
will  engage  the  native  community  in  educating  the  non-native 
community,  along  with  native  people  not  raised  in  a native  environment. 
Participants  will  examine: 


--  the  history  of  native  people  and  how  that  affects  land  issues, 

--  role  models, 

--  stereotyping  and  the  appropriation  of  native  images  by  media 
and  others  in  the  non-native  community,  and 
--  spirituality  from  native  perspectives,  including  matters  of 
identity,  beliefs,  and  sacred  sites. 

There  will  be  strategy  groups  on  youth,  spirituality, 
sovereignty,  and  racism.  The  conference  will  include 
opportunities  to  take  part  in  cultural  events  and  to  share  a 
ceremonial  and  worship  life  rooted  in  a variety  of  Native  traditions 
The  consultation  is  designed  for  church  leaders  with  anti-racism 
portfolios  and/or  interreligious  concerns,  writers  of  curricular 
and  social  justice  materials,  ecumenical  officers,  church 
leaders,  youth,  non-native  clergy  who  are  pastors  of  native 
churches,  and  Native  Americans  who  have  been  raised  in  a non- 
native culture. 

The  goal  is  for  traditional,  Christian,  native  and  non-native 
participants  to  identify  one  common  goal  for  now  and  into  the 
next  millennium. 

Speakers  include:  Bishop  Bruce  Blake  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Carol  Locust,  University  of  Arizona,  Paul  Ojibway  of 
Friars  of  the  Atonement,  Eugenio  Poma,  World  Council  of  Churches, 
Geneva,  Duanita  Helphrey,  United  Church  of  Christ,  Cleveland,  OH, 
Richard  Grounds,  University  of  Tulsa,  Tulsa,  OK,  Sammy  Toineeta, 
National  Council  of  Churches;  Ola  Cassadora,  Apache  Survival 
Coalition;  Alvin  Deer,  Apology  - Sand  Creek  Massacre;  George 
Tinker,  Osage,  Lutheran  New  Testament  scholar;  lay  Rock,  National 
Council  of  Churches;  Carol  Hampton,  Caddo,  Episcopal 
Denomination;  Nuchie  Nashoba,  Actress;  Minisa  Crumbo,  Halsey 
International  Artist;  lean  LaRose,  Amerindian  Peoples 
Organization,  Guyana;  Tim  Wapato,  National  Indian  Gaming 
Association;  Kaleo  Pattersion,  Indigenous  People's  Sovereignty, 
Hawaii;  and  more. 

Sponsored  by:  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ);  The 
Episcopal  Church;  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America, 
International  Council  of  Community  Churches,  Interfaith  Relations 
Commission  of  the  National  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  USA,  Oklahoma  Conference  of  Churches,  Presbyterian  Church 
(USA),  Tekawitha  Conference  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  United 
Church  of  Christ,  and  United  Methodist  Church. 

For  additional  information: 

Anne  Marshall,  Convener,  212-749-3553 
Carol  Fouke,  NCC  News,  212-870-2252 


Date:  Tue,  1 Apr  1997  11:56:03  -0600 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (lohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Spring  Benefit  Dance 

QUAPAW  POW-WOW  COMMITTEE 
SPRING 

BENEFIT  WARDANCE 
April  19,  1997 
National  Guard  Armory 
46th  St.  North  & Highway  169 
Tulsa,  OK 
Kelly  Lowrance 
Skip  Pather 
Dennifer  Alley 
Dason  "Beaver"  Hamilton 
CONTESTS 

Duniors  can  move  up  in  catagory 
Combined  Womens  Combined  Mens 

Gourd  Dance  2:00-5:00pm 
Supper  Break  5:00-6:00pm 
Gourd  Dance  6:00-7:00pm 


HS: 
HMD: 
HDL : 
AD: 


War  Dance  7:00pm-???? 

For  more  information:  1-918-256-8483  or  1-918-542-1853 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

George  3oe,  Harvey  Whitehawk,  Walter  Epp,  William  M.  Havens(Press  Release) , 
Gaston  Lavoie,  Ofelia  Yackeyonny,  3ohn  Berry,  Shane  Caraveo,  Grandy, 

Chief  Tom  Thunderhorse/Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf  and  Brian  Sun  EagleHeart  - all 
via  Glenn  Welker,  Riwassa/Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 

Peter  Edwards/Toronto  Star  via  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 
Debra  F.  Sanders,  lanet  Smith,  Gary  S.  Trujillo,  Larry  Kibby,  Carol  Liu, 

Larry  Kibby,  Ron  Andrade  via  Chris  Milda,  Susan  Gregerson,  Bernadette  Chato 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  3 April  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Wed,  26  Mar  1997  16:20:13  +0000 
From:  joydavis@uvcs . uvic . ca 

Sub j : Heritage  Resource  Inventory  Class  (7-16  May,  Victoria,  B.C.) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  Cultural  Resource  Management  Program  at  the  University  of 
Victoria  on  southern  Vancouver  Island  is  offering  an  eight-day 
immersion  course  in  May  on  approaches  to  the  inventory  and 
evaluation  of  heritage  and  cultural  resources.  Please  let  us  know  if 
you'd  like  to  receive  further  information  and  registration  materials: 
INVENTORY  AND  EVALUATION  OF  HISTORIC  RESOURCES 
Inventory  and  evaluation  of  architectural,  archaeological,  and 
landscape  resources  is  essential  in  conservation  planning  and 
resource  management.  This  course  examines  methodologies  for 
evaluated  inventories  of  a range  of  cultural  resources  including 
buildings,  districts,  landscapes,  and  traditional  use  and  archaeological 
sites.  Topics  include: 

- planning  the  inventory 

- research  methods 

- field  survey  techniques 

- principles  of  evaluation 

- scoring  systems 

- relationship  of  inventory  and  evaluation  to  the  resource  management 
process 

Instructor:  Dr.  Hal  Kalman  is  a consultant  with  extensive  experience 
in  the  inventory  of  heritage  buildings  and  cultural  resources. 

Dates:  May  7-16  (No  classes  on  Saturday  or  Sunday) 

Please  register  by:  April  11 
Fee:  $589  (Canadian  Funds) 

Accommodation:  Bed  and  breakfast  accommodation  is  available 
on-campus  in  residence  at  $38  plus  tax  (Contact  Housing  Services 
at  250-721-8395) 

COURSE  0B3ECTIVES  AND  PRELIMINARY  OUTLINE 

At  the  end  of  this  course,  participants  will  be  knowledgable  about: 


- the  role  of  the  inventory  and  evaluation  in  historic  resource 
management 

- the  different  kinds  of  inventories,  as  they  relate  to  the  type  of 
resource(s)  being  surveyed  and  the  end-purposes  of  the  inventory 

- the  legal  and  planning  requirements  for  inventories,  and  significant 
inventory  initiatives 

- methods  of  research  and  field  survey  work 

- the  theory  and  practice  of  evaluation 

- computer  applications  that  assist  inventory  and  evaluation  work 

- approaches  to  planning  and  conducting  an  evaluated  inventory 
Day  1:  The  Role  of  the  Inventory  in  Historic  Resource  Management 

- Introductions  by  participants 

- Principles  of  inventory  and  evaluation 

- Types  of  historic  resources 

- Legal  and  planning  requirements  for  inventories 
Day  2:  Types  of  Inventories 

- Federal  and  provincial  intiatives  and  programs 

- Changing  methodologies  of  inventories 

- Examples  of  current  inventories 

- Information  management:  Computer  applications 
Day  3:  Planning  the  Inventory 

- Group  assignments:  Conducting  an  inventory 

- Responding  to  historic  resource  management  issues 

- Creating  an  appropriate  data  structure  and  survey  form 
Day  4:  Research  and  Survey  Techniques 

- Role  of  research 

- Research  sources  and  methods 

- Fieldwork  and  field  techniques 

- Photography,  mapping,  GIS,  GPS 
Day  5:  Principles  of  Evaluation 

- Introduction  to  evaluation 

- Alternative  approaches  to  the  evaluation  of  historic  resources 

- Evaluation  and  scoring  systems 

- Defining  criteria 
Day  6:  Fieldwork 

- Independent  fieldwork 

- Individual  consultation  with  instructor 
Day  7:  Evaluating  the  Resources 

- Completion  of  the  assigned  inventories 

- Evaluation  of  resources 

Day  8:  Presentation  of  Participant  Work 

- Presentation  of  inventories  and  evaluations 

- Application  to  historic  resource  management  issues 

Please  note:  Participants  who  have  laptop  computers  are  encouraged  to 
bring  them;  any  database,  spreadsheet,  or  sophisticated  wordprocessing 
software  can  be  used.  Those  without  laptops  will  be  provided  with 
opportunities  to  use  computers  at  the  University  of  Victoria  labs. 
Participants  are  also  encouraged  to  bring  a camera  and  film. 

Joy  Davis,  Program  Director 

Cultural  Resource  Management  Program 

University  of  Victoria 

Phone  604-721-8462 

FAX  604-721-8774 

email  joydavis@uvcs . uvic . ca 

For  detailed  Program  information,  please  visit  our  Web  Site  at 
http://www.uvcs. uvic . ca/crmp/ 


Date:  Sun,  30  Mar  1997  15:14:53  -0800 
From:  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn.org> 

Sub j : Round  Valley  Justice  Memorial  Vigil 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  is  a letter  from  Cora  Lee  Simmons: 


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
+ + 


+ Round  Valley  Indians  for  Dustice  + 

P.0.  Box  354  Covelo,  CA.  95428  * 

+ (707)  983-8200  + 

The  Second  Annual  Candlelight  Vigil  in  memory  of  Leonard  "Acorn" 

Peters  is  soon  coming  upon  us.  Last  year  many  of  you  joined  us  and 
we're  definitely  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  again  this  year. 

The  vigil  is  in  memory  of  "Acorn/'  a tribal  member  who  was  murdered 
in  cold  blood  by  the  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  Office,  and  to  date 
has  received  no  justice. 

We're  "Calling  all  People"  to  be  with  us  at  this  important  event. 

Let  us  stand  together  in  memory  of  and  justice  for  "Acorn"  that  can 
only  come  with  the  exoneration  of  "Bear"  Lincoln. 

Overnight  stays  will  be  accommodated  and  our  food  we  will  share. 

The  Second  Annual  Candlelight  Vigil  Memorial  begins  Saturday, 

April  12  at  7:30  pm  on  Little  Valley  Road  on  the  Round  Valley  Indian 
Reservation.  This  was  the  scene  of  the  sheriffs'  ambush  of  Acorn. 

It  continues  Sunday,  April  13  at  2:00  pm  at  the  Buffalo  Room  of  the 
Round  Valley  tribal  hall,  where  there  will  be  a community  dinner  with 
speakers,  drumming  and  singing.  You  may  bring  your  favorite  dish  to 
share  with  others. 

The  following  day,  Monday,  April  14,  from  2-4  p.m.,  there  will  be  a 
"Gathering  for  Dustice"  for  Bear  Lincoln  outside  the  Mendocino  County 
3ail  at  951  Low  Gap  Road,  Ukiah,  CA. 

Bear  Lincoln's  murder  trial  begins  the  next  day,  Tuesday,  April  15, 

9:00  a.m.  at  the  Mendocino  County  Courthouse,  Ukiah,  CA. 

For  more  information  do  call  and  remember  your  contributions  to  this 
worthy  cause  will  always  be  appreciated. 

Respectfully, 

Cora  Lee  Simmons, 

Chairperson 

Round  Valley  Indians  For  Dustice 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  Round  Valley  killings  and  the  charges 
against  Bear  Lincoln  go  to  the  web  site  of  the  Albion  Monitor  at: 
http://www.monitor.net/monitor 

and  use  the  search  feature  to  look  up  Bear  Lincoln  or  Round  Valley  for 
a complete  list  of  stories  and  information. 

Another  web  site  with  lots  of  info  about  the  case  is  Planet  Peace  at: 
http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 

"RE:  Big  Mountain:  Statements  to  U.N."  

Date:  Wed,  27  Nov  1996  14:20:51  -0500 
From:  cliu@queens.lib.ny.us  (Carol  Liu) 

Sub j : Big  Mountain:  Statements  to  U.N.,  Tribal  Council 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ This  article  was  submitted  to  NATIVE-L  back  in  November  and  for  some 
unknown  reason  was  not  relayed  to  the  list  at  that  time;  I just  came 
across  the  article  in  a system  queue  on  my  computer  while  looking  for 
another  file.  I am  relaying  it  now  partly  in  an  attempt  to  establish 
my  own  impartiality  in  the  matter  of  the  rights  and  wrongs  of  the 
actual  matter  of  relocation  of  Navajo  people.  This  article  seems  to 
have  originated  with  the  support  organization  calling  itself  "Sovereign 
Dineh  Nation"  - the  statement  seems  well  written  and  well  thought  out. 
However,  there  is  quite  possibly  a cogent  argument  to  be  made  from  the 
side  of  those  within  the  Hopi  community  who  see  the  occupation  of  Hopi 
lands  by  Navajo  people  without  compensation  and  without  being  subject 
to  reasonable  regulation  of  their  activities  as  an  encroachment  upon 
their  own  ownership  of  and  right  of  jurisdiction  on  that  land.  Again, 

I would  like  to  be  able  to  present  both  sides  of  this  dispute,  which  I 
suspect  will  not  end  as  the  result  of  the  recent  judgement  in  favor  of 
the  Hopis  - but  I have  yet  to  establish  lines  of  communication  with  the 


Hopi  people  that  would  enable  them  to  present  their  side  of  the  story. 
Therefore,  I will  probably  not  carry  much  on  this  subject  except  for 
occasional  fairly  objective  updates  on  the  situation.  I regret  what 
may  seem  like  a blackout,  but  it  seems  unfair  to  only  present  one  side 
of  the  story.  --Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

Date:  Wed,  27  Nov  1996  11:03:12  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  <sdn@primenet . com> 

Subject:  Big  Mountain:  Statements  to  U.N.,  Tribal  Council 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 

sdn@primenet . com 

http: //www. primenet . com/~sdn/ 

Commission  on  Human  Rights  Inter-Sessional  Working  Group  on  the  draft 
declaration  for  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples,  21  October  - 1 
November  1996,  Geneva 

Intervention  by  Kee  Watchman  from  Cactus  Valley/Red  Willow  Springs,  Big 
Mountain,  Arizona  USA 

Date:  Mon,  4 Nov  1996 

Subject:  Big  Mountain  Statement  to  the  UN  Working  Group  on  a Draft 
Declaration . 

Thank  you  Mr  Chairman  for  giving  me  this  time  to  address  some  important 
matters  affecting  our  Traditional  Dineh'  Peoples.  My  name  is  Kee 
Watchman  and  I am  a traditional  Dineh  from  Cactus  Valley/Red  Willow 
Springs  in  the  region  of  Big  Mountain,  Arizona  USA. 

There  are  many  items  within  this  present  Draft  which  have  strong 
implications  which  would  allow  our  issues  and  concerns  be  adequately 
addressed  in  our  homelands. 

Some  of  these  issues  are: 

1)  Culturally  adverse  impacts: 

The  Traditional  Dineh'  communities  are  affected  by  forced  relocation 
policy.  This  for  instance  has  serious  effects  on  the  health  of  those 
who  are  to  be  relocated  and  those  who  have  already  relocated  outside  of 
their  traditional  homelands.  Suicides,  alcoholism  are  increasing  these 
health  concerns.  Mining  operations  on  our  lands  cause  severe  health 
problems . 

Our  songs  and  prayers  for  our  ceremonies  and  rituals  are  deeply 
dependent  on  our  lands.  Our  land  is  our  BIBLE!  Without  our  Bible  how 
can  we  tell  this  international  body  and  our  people  of  where  we  come 
from,  our  Genesis.  How  can  we  teach  our  children  and  young  people  to 
respect  and  honor  one  another,  as  in  the  books  of  Proverbs  and  Psalms. 

How  can  we  tell  our  relations  and  the  world  of  the  prophecies  yet  to 
come  (book  of  Revelations),  when  they  are  being  destroyed  forever  by 
so-called  progress  in  the  name  of  God?  How  can  we  as  People  proof  who 
we  are,  "The  People",  when  there  are  no  more  People  to  be  found  on  Big 
Mountain? 

2)  Freedom  of  Religion: 

Our  religious  rights  are  being  further  violated  by  past  federal  court 
decisions.  The  Manybeads  First  Amendment  court  case  is  an  example  of 
our  efforts  for  our  rights  to  be  respected  by  both  national  and 
international  law.  Further  protection  of  our  rights  to  freedom  of 
religion,  beliefs  and  religious  practices  which  take  into  account  our 
spiritual  relationship  with  our  traditional  lands  are  necessary  as 
provided  for  in  Article  13  of  the  draft  declaration. 

3)  Environmental  concerns: 

Our  lands  are  being  polluted  and  wasted  by  the  mining  industries 
especially  by  Peabody  Coal  Company,  America's  largest  and  second  in  the 
world  coal  producer.  Black  Mesa  is  only  2.8  million  acre,  it  has  over  3 
billion  tons  of  high  grade  of  black  coal,  uranium,  oil,  gas  and  the 
largest  pristine  underground  water  aquifer  in  northern  Arizona  and 
southern  Utah.  Our  water  is  being  pumped  276.7  miles  to  the  Mojave 


Power  Station,  nearby  Bull  Head  City. 

We  also  have  North  America's  worst  selenium  problem  on  Black  Mesa 
Plateau.  Previous  studies  in  the  40's  and  recent  data  by  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  acknowledge  the  concern  with  selenium  in 
the  water  and  in  the  land.  There  are  concerns  with  fugitive  coal  dust 
flying  in  the  air  into  our  homes,  on  our  livestock,  our  medicinal 
plants  and  trees  and  into  our  bodies.  Our  lands  are  becoming  weak  and 
therefore  unable  to  provide  us  the  proper  strength  to  our  medicinal 
plant's  and  tree  people  in  our  region. 

To  be  able  to  protect  our  lands  from  environmental  destruction  and 
exploitation  by  companies  we  need  to  have  the  rights  to  remain  on  our 
lands,  to  determine  the  use  of  our  lands  and  to  restitution  of  our  lands 
as  provided  for  in  Articles  27,  28  and  30  of  the  draft  declaration. 

4)  Treaties: 

Our  Treaty  of  1868  with  the  US  government  has  been  violated  then  and  to 
this  very  day.  We  were  to  live  in  peace  with  the  US  government  and 
their  federal  agencies,  but  there  has  only  been  impoverishment  and 
exploitation  of  ourselves  as  People  and  of  our  homelands.  Article  36 
says  that  conflicts  and  disputes  which  cannot  be  settled  otherwise 
should  be  submitted  to  competent  international  bodies.  This  should 
include  a follow-up  of  reports  and  communications  by  international 
bodies.  The  issues  of  Big  Mountain  need  to  be  recognized  by  the 
International  Court  of  Justice.  With  respect  to  Article  39,  I would 
like  to  underline  the  right  to  access  to  mutually  acceptable  and  fair 
procedures  for  the  resolution  of  conflicts  and  disputes  with  States.  In 
the  course  of  negotiation  processes  with  the  government  we  are  often  not 
properly  informed  about  meetings  or  hearings  and  often  have  to  travel 
thousands  of  miles  to  be  able  to  attend  these  meetings.  Some  people 
cannot  afford  to  attend  a meeting  because  they  have  no  one  to  look  after 
their  livestock  in  their  absence. 

Mr  Chairman,  distinguished  leaders  and  organisation  representatives, 
in  my  conclusions  I want  to  stress  the  need  for  support  by  the 
international  community  for  my  peoples  and  therefore  hope  for  a speedy 
adoption  of  this  draft  declaration. 

Thank  you. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Big  Mountain  Press  Conference  at  the  United  Nations,  Geneva,  Switzerland 
October  31,  1996 

Subject:  Big  Mtn.  Press  Conference  at  the  UN-Geneva,  Switzerland 

Thank  you  for  giving  us  this  time  to  address  some  important  matters 
effecting  our  Traditional  Dineh'  Peoples.  We  are  traditional  Dineh  from 
the  region  of  Big  Mountain,  Arizona  USA. 

The  traditional  Dineh  people  have  been  resisting  forced  relocation  for 
over  twenty  years.  The  policy  of  forced  relocation  of  Dineh  people  was 
induced  by  the  United  States  Government  and  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  in 
1974  through  the  Relocation  Act  of  1994,  Public  Law  93-531.  A former 
joint-use-area  was  divided  into  Hopi  Partition  Lands  (HPL)  and  Navajo 
Partition  Lands  (NPL).  10.000  Dineh  people  living  on  HPL  were  to  be 
forcibly  removed  from  their  ancestral  lands  on  which  they  lived  for 
hundreds  of  years  to  "new  lands"  on  NPL.  About  1000  traditional  Dineh 
people  still  living  on  HPL  today  are  resisting  this  forced  relocation 
from  their  sacred  lands  which  forms  the  basis  of  their  religion,  culture 
and  identity.  The  underlying  aim  of  this  policy  is  to  clear  the  region 
of  Big  Mountain  for  further  coal  mining  by  Peabody  Coal  Company. 

There  have  been  recent  developments  with  regards  to  the  issues  in  the 
region  of  Big  Mountain,  and  we  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
inform  you  about  them. 

We  are  currently  facing  severe  harassment  of  our  religious  sites  and 
practices  by  Hopi  Rangers.  Recently  our  religious  ceremonies  have  been 
disrupted,  ceremonial  sites  have  been  destructed  and  access  to  their 
annual  Sundance  ceremony  was  blockaded.  The  United  States  Justice 
Department  and  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  set  forth  an  ultimatum  for  the 
Dineh  to  sign  an"Accommodation  Agreement"  by  31  December  1996  which  was 


postponed  recently  to  early  1997.  This  "Accommodation  Agreement"  would 
allow  the  Dineh  to  stay  on  their  land  only  under  75  years  leases  with 
conditions  under  Hopi  jurisdiction.  Those  who  do  not  relocate  within  30 
days  or  do  not  sign  the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  will  be  considered  as 
trespassers  and  subjected  to  forced  eviction  from  their  ancestral  lands. 

Crucial  hearings  and  meetings  are  taking  place  within  the  next  months. 

A "Fairness  Hearing"  for  verbal  testimonials  with  regards  to  the 
'Accommodation  Agreement'  is  scheduled  for  10-14  February  1997. 

Through  the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  the  traditional  Dineh  need  to  have 
permits  to  gather  ceremonial  material  and  to  erect  sacred  structures. 

They  are  not  allowed  to  bury  their  dead  according  to  their  traditional 
ways  and  at  sites  of  their  choice.  The  "Accommodation  Agreement" 
constitutes  a gross  violation  of  the  Dineh 's  right  to  freely  practise 
and  manifest  their  religion  as  it  severely  restricts  the  Dineh 's  access 
to  and  use  of  their  sacred  land.  The  Dineh' s religion  and  ceremonies 
are  inextricably  bound  to  the  use  of  this  land  and  its  particular  sacred 
sites.  Without  this  land,  the  Dineh  religion,  their  culture  and  the 
people  themselves  will  not  survive.  Those  Dineh  who  have  already 
relocated  into  "new  lands"-  which  are  highly  radioactive-,  are  seriously 
affected  by  illnesses,  alcoholism  and  suicide  due  to  inadequate  housing 
conditions,  insufficient  provision  of  land  and  loss  of  their  cultural 
identity. 

Some  of  the  impacts  of  these  developments  are: 

1)  Culturally  adverse  impacts: 

The  Traditional  Dineh'  communities  are  affected  by  forced  relocation 
policy.  This  for  instance  has  serious  effects  on  the  health  of  those 
who  are  to  be  relocated  and  those  who  have  already  relocated  outside  of 
their  traditional  homelands.  Suicides,  alcoholism  are  increasing  these 
health  concerns.  Mining  operations  on  our  lands  cause  severe  health 
problems.  Our  songs  and  prayers  for  our  ceremonies  and  rituals  are 
deeply  dependent  on  our  lands.  Our  land  is  our  BIBLE! 

Without  our  Bible  how  can  we  tell  this  international  body  and  our  people 
of  where  we  come  from,  our  Genesis.  How  can  we  teach  our  children  and 
young  people  to  respect  and  honor  one  another,  as  in  the  books  of 
Proverbs  and  Psalms.  How  can  we  tell  our  relations  and  the  world  of  the 
prophecies  yet  to  come  (book  of  Revelations),  when  they  are  being 
destroyed  forever  by  so-called  progress  in  the  name  of  God?  How  can  we 
as  People  proof  who  we  are,  "The  People",  when  they  are  no  more  People 
to  be  found  on  Big  Mountain? 

2)  Freedom  of  Religion: 

Our  religious  rights  are  being  further  violated  by  past  federal  court 
decisions.  The  Manybeads  First  Amendment  court  case  is  an  example  of 
our  efforts  for  our  rights  to  be  respected  by  both  national  and 
international  law.  Further  protection  of  our  rights  to  freedom  of 
religion,  beliefs  and  religious  practices  which  take  into  account  our 
spiritual  relationship  with  our  traditional  lands  are  necessary. 

3)  Environmental  concerns: 

Our  lands  are  being  polluted  and  wasted  by  the  mining  industries 
especially  by  Peabody  Coal  Company,  America's  largest  and  second  in  the 
world  coal  producer.  Black  Mesa  is  only  2.8  million  acre,  it  has  over  3 
billion  tons  of  high  grade  of  black  coal,  uranium,  oil,  gas  and  the 
largest  pristine  underground  water  aquifer  in  northern  Arizona  and 
southern  Utah.  Our  water  is  being  pumped  276.7  miles  to  the  Mojave 
Power  Station,  nearby  Bull  Head  City.  We  also  have  North  America's 
worst  selenium  problem  on  Black  Mesa  Plateau,  which  previous  studies  in 
the  40's  and  recent  data  by  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
acknowledges  the  concern  with  selenium  in  the  water  and  in  the  land. 

There  are  concern's  with  fugitive  coal  dust  flying  in  the  air  into  our 
homes,  on  our  livestock's,  our  medicinal  plant's  and  tree's  and  into  our 
bodies.  Our  lands  are  becoming  weak  and  therefore  unable  to  provide  us 
the  proper  strength  to  our  medicinal  plant's  and  tree  people  in  our 


region.  To  be  able  to  protect  our  lands  from  environmental  destruction 
and  exploitation  by  companies  we  need  to  have  the  rights  to  remain  on 
our  lands,  to  determine  the  use  of  our  lands  and  to  restitution  of  our 
lands . 

4)  Treaties 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Apr  9 03:08:09  1997 
Date:  Tue,  8 Apr  1997  22:09:08  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.015 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  AISESnet  & NATIVE-L  lists; 
UUCP  and  genie  email;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

Newsgroup:  alt. native;  Submission  to  http://www.nanews.org 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/95_dis . html 

1996 : http ://bioc02.uthscsa. edu/96_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"So  live  your  life  that  the  fear  of  death  can  never  enter  your  heart. 
Trouble  no  one  about  their  religion;  respect  others  in  their  vieWj  and 
demand  that  they  respect  yours.  Love  your  life,  perfect  your  life, 
beautify  all  things  in  your  life.  Seek  to  make  your  life  long  and  its 
purpose  in  the  service  of  your  people.  Prepare  a noble  death  song  for 
the  day  when  you  go  over  the  great  divide.  Always  give  a word  or  a sign 
of  salute  when  meeting  or  passing  a friend,  even  a stranger,  when  in  a 
lonely  place.  Show  respect  to  all  people  and  grovel  to  none.  When  you 
arise  in  the  morning  give  thanks  for  the  food  and  for  the  joy  of  living. 
If  you  see  no  reason  for  giving  thanks,  the  fault  lies  only  in  yourself. 
Abuse  no  one  and  nothing,  for  abuse  turns  the  wise  ones  to  fools  and  robs 
the  spirit  of  its  vision.  When  it  comes  your  time  to  die,  be  not  like 
those  whose  hearts  are  filled  with  the  fear  of  death,  so  that  when  their 
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time  comes  they  weep  and  pray  for  a little  more  time  to  live  their  lives 
over  again  in  a different  way.  Sing  your  death  song  and  die  like  a hero 
going  home." 

Chief  Tecumseh,  Shawnee  Nation 

From  The  Sidney  Telegraph  Sept  8,  1877 

"Crazy  Horse  Corraled" 

The  old  sinner  is  in  for  it.  The  following  telegraph  from  Camp 
Robinson,  under  date  of  Sept.  5th,  says: 

"Crazy  Horse  who  was  arrested  at  Spotted  Tail  Agency  last  night, 
arrived  here  this  evening.  While  being  disarmed  in  the  guardhouse  he 
drew  a knife  and  attempted  to  make  his  escape,  cutting  Big  Little  Man  in 
the  arm  severely.  Crazy  Horse  himself  was  stabbed  in  the  side  and 
dangerously  wounded. 

The  Indians  refused  to  have  him  put  in  the  guardhouse  again,  and  he 
was  taken  to  the  Adjutant's  office,  where  he  now  is.  There  is  great 
excitement  among  the  Indians,  most  of  whom  have  gone  to  their  villages. 
The  troops  are  under  arms,  ready  for  any  emergency." 

Later — 

"Crazy  Horse  after  being  put  in  the  guardhouse,  got  pugnacious  and  cut 
around  at  a lviely  rate.  One  of  teh  soldiers,  not  relishing  the  attack, 
run  his  bayonet  in  the  red  devil,  who  was  then  conveyed  to  the  hospital 
where  he  passed  in  his  checks.  There  is  no  excitement,  and  all  the 
chiefs  stand  by  the  military.  And  thus  ingloriously  ends  the  career  of 
as  great  a butcher  as  ever  cursed  the  earth.  Ye,  Gods,  but  won't  the 
quakers  howl." 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  winter  at  least  six  elders  on  Pine  Ridge  died  from  hypothermia.  I 
say,  "at  least",  because  a new  winter  storm  has  hit  the  north.  Pray  more 
do  not  die. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


New  York  State  cannot  abide  by  laws  that  protect  the  interests  of  the 
sovereign  First  nations  that  reside  within  its  state  boundaries.  Again, 
the  state  has  taken  hostile  action  against  the  reservations  for  alleged 
tobacco  tax  violations.  The  root  of  these  attacks  is  greed. 


The  state  of  Montana  continues  to  ignore  the  requests  of  the  Department 
of  Interior  with  regard  to  their  slaughter  of  the  Buffalo  Nation.  The 
number  of  bison  killed  has  diminished,  but  only  because  fewer  bison  are 
roaming  out  of  Yellowstone  National  Park.  Montana's  claims  of  health  risks 
have  been  proven  false.  This  slaughter  is  about  greed,  pure  and  simple. 


Look  about  you.  Listen  carefully  to  what  is  being  said.  When  the  end 
justifies  any  abuse  of  truth  and  honor  for  so  many,  it  is  no  wonder  the 
winds  speak  of  the  end  of  the  fourth  age. 


Mike  Wicks  <mwicks(3gte . net>  sends  these  reminders: 
In  memory; 


4.14.1973  Priscilla  White  Plume  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Manderson 
by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

4.17.1973  Frank  Clearwater  - AIM  member  killed  by  heavy  machine  gun 
round  at  Wounded  Knee. 

No  investigation. 

4.19.1974  Roxeine  Roark  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Porcupine  by 
"unknown  assailants." 

Investigation  open,  still  "pending." 

Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(+,+)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 
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gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Message  from  Arvol  Looking  Horse 
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"RE : Message  from  Arvol  Looking  Horse"  

Date:  Tue,  8 Apr  1997  18:31:52  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Arvol  Looking  Horse  via  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom.com> 

Sub j : From  Arvol  Looking  Horse 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from  Chief  Arvol 
Looking  Horse,  19th  Generation  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  Keeper. 

Statement  concerning  the  Massacre  of  the  Buffalo  at  Yellowstone 
National  Park  from  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  (Spiritual  gathering  in 
Rapid  City,  SD  April  4,  1997) 

I,  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota  Nations 
would  like  to  address  the  serious  issue  of  our  relative,  the  Buffalo 
Nation.  With  the  teaching  of  our  way  of  life  from  the  time  of  being,  the 
First  People  were  the  Buffalo  People,  our  ancestors  which  came  from  the 
sacred  Black  Hills,  the  heart  of  everything  that  is.  Our  ceremonies 
consist  of  Seven  Sacred  Rites,  and  with  these  rites  we  walk  with  the 
buffalo  nation  as  our  relatives.  Through  their  blood  line  exist  our 
spiritual  values.  It  is  our  responsibility  to  protect  them.  As  19th 
Generation  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe,  I pray  for 
health  and  well  being  of  many  nations.  I humbly  ask  all  nations  to 
respect  our  way  of  life  because  in  our  prophecies  if  there  is  no  buffalo 
then  life  as  we  know  it  will  cease  to  exist. 

Hecetu  yelo! 


Mitakuye  Oyasin  (All  My  Relations) 
Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse 


19th  Generation  Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  Keeper 


"RE ; Buffalo  Holocaust  at  Yellowstone"  

Date:  Tue,  8 Apr  1997  18:09:15  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Rosalie  Little  Thunder  via  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : Buffalo  Holocaust  at  Yellowstone 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  Lakota  Elder. 

The  Buffalo  Holocaust  at  Yellowstone 

The  buffalo  Holocaust  at  Yellowstone  isn't  over  yet.  While  there  are 
not  too  many  buffalo  crossing  the  Montana  border  to  be  shot,  the  buffalo 
ar  dying  from  starvation.  In  September,  there  were  3,500  buffalo  in  the 
park.  The  last  flight  count  of  March  18th  showed  that  there  was  an 
estimated  1,089  buffalo  left.  1,080  have  been  killed  in  Montana  where 
flight  counts  have  been  discontinued  since  March  18th.  The  difference  is 
the  winter  mortality ...  and  winter  is  not  over  yet! 

The  buffalo  have  been  without  adequate  feed  for  weeks  and  with  winter 
blizzards  still  dumping  snow,  layer  upon  layer .. .their  survival  is  in 
serious  question. 

While  the  Park  Service  argues  for  natural  regulation,  the  weather  is 
the  only  natural  factor  in  the  decimation  of  the  buffalo  herd.  This  is 
the  severest  winter  on  record  in  the  park.  Bullets  are  not  natural 
regulation.  Lack  of  winter  range  is  not  natural.  Politics  is  not 
natural.  Considering  all  the  unnatural  conditions  and  the  severity  of 
this  winter,  the  Park  Service  must  take  extraordinary  measures  to  feed 
and  save  what  is  left  of  the  Yellowstone. 

Secretary  of  Interior  Babbitt  and  Park  Superintendent  Mike  Finley  may 
not  be  able  to  stop  the  slaughter  but  they  have  it  within  their  power  to 
feed  the  winter  ravaged  buffalo.  Please  call  the  President,  Secretary  of 
Interior,  Babbitt  and  Mike  Finley.  In  their  rigidity,  will  they  stand  by 
and  watch  the  last  of  the  Yellowstone  herd  die? 

"RE;  Letter  from  Leonard"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Apr  1997  23:29:44  -0600  (CST) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom(3prairienet .org> 

Sub j : Letter  from  Leonard: 

UUCP  email 

>From  the  LPDC  newsletter,  _Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse_:  Feb. /March: 

Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier:  by  Leonard  Peltier: 

Greetings  My  Friends  and  Supporters: 

We  are  now  well  into  the  new  year.  Winter  continues  to  blow  furious  over 
Kansas.  As  a boy  in  North  Dakota  I enjoyed  every  new  snow,  savoring  the  way 
it  blanketed  the  earth  and  made  all  seem  so  clean.  At  Leavenworth,  the 
windows  have  all  been  painted  so  that  we  can't  see  outside.  Winter  is  not 
the  same  when  glanced  at  from  the  prison  yard. 

Though  we  have  not  yet  heard  anything  from  the  President,  I refuse  to  give 
up  hope.  I know  that  you  are  fighting  for  clemency  to  be  granted  and  soon, 
thanks  to  all  involved  in  this  hard  struggle,  I will  be  able  to  be  with  my 
family  and  friends.  Nothing  will  ever  be  gained  by  inaction,  and  gains  will 
be  minimized  with  disunity.  That  is  why  I believe  that  it  is  important  to 
recognize  the  best  examples  among  us  of  leadership  and  integrity. 

I was  honored  with  the  opportunity  of  participating  in  the  annual  Martin 
Luther  King  Celebration  at  St.  Mark's  Church  and  as  I wrote  my  statement, 
his  words  rang  so  very  true  in  my  heart.  Dr.  King  was  a man  who  stood  in 
front,  unafraid  to  sacrifice.  He  knew  the  risks.  He  knew  the  costs  to 
himself.  Yet  he  maintained  with  such  a degree  of  fortitude  and  dignity  that 
he  touched  the  soul  of  all  humankind.  That  a man  can  be  so  selfless  is  the 
truest  inspiration. 


At  times  it  seems  the  struggle  moves  so  slowly,  the  fight  so  long  and 
taxing  that  progress  is  hard  to  monitor.  I watch  people  burn  out,  exhaust, 
and  leave  feeling  as  if  it  may  be  hopeless.  But  I do  not  believe  in  that 
kind  of  despair.  Norma  lean  Croy  is  finally  free!  The  road  to  her  freedom 
was  long  and  difficult,  but  she  made  it,  and  so  can  I,  but  I need  you  to 
stay  strong.  No  gain  of  worth  has  ever  come  easy. 

The  Dineh  continue  to  need  help  as  well.  Remember  that  April  10  is  the 
date  to  begin  forced  relocation  (see  last  issue).  Contact  Louise  Benally  at 
505-371-5551  to  find  out  how  you  can  help  to  prevent  this  from  happening. 

I also  want  to  honor  the  memory  of  a dear  friend  who  has  recently  passed 
into  the  spirit  world,  Evie  Deon.  Her  support  of  AIM,  of  myself  and  of  my 
children  will  live  in  my  heart  forever. 

Again,  we  at  LPDC  must  put  out  a call  to  our  friends  for  monetary  help  and 
for  those  interested  in  joining  our  staff  to  make  contact.  Funds  are 
desperately  needed  to  complete  projects,  continue  the  lobbying,  and  mass 
mailings.  Please  send  a donation.  Anything  you  send  will  be  appreciated 
and  no  amount  will  be  considered  too  small.  If  you  cab  take  the  extra  step 
and  join  our  office  staff  in  Lawrence, KS,  please  contact  the  LPDC  for 
application . 

My  friends,  I wish  you  well,  and  hope  the  Creator  gives  you  the  strength 
to  remain  a force  during  a time  when  society  needs  you  most! 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse: 

Leonard  Peltier 
+++++ 

The  address  for  the  LPDC  is: 

LPDC 

PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 

Subscriptions  to  the  newsletter  are  $12.00  (published  6 times  per  year.) 

Want  to  write  to  Leonard?  His  address  is: 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  Kansas  66048 
++++++ 

Please  keep  those  letters,  phone  calls,  and  emails  going  to  the  Whitehouse, 
and  demand  executive  clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier!  I thank  you  most  kindly. 
In  the  Spirit, 

Freedom  Heart  Rising 

"RE : New  York  State  Imposes  Regulation"  

Date:  Fri,  04  Apr  1997  15:00:50  -0500 
From:  Francis  lock  <fd jock@sprintmail . com> 

Sub j : New  York  State  imposes  regulation  on  Internet  Commerce 
with  Indian  Nations 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

In  the  press  release  from  Gov.  George  Pataki,  the  State  stated  that  it 
"has  achieved  an  historic  breakthrough  in  talks  with  five  Indian  Nations 
by  reaching  interim  agreements  that  establish  the  framework  for 
long-term  sales  tax  compacts". 

As  part  of  the  agreements,  the  Indian  Nations  have  agreed  to  not  sell 
cigarettes  through  the  Internet  or  through  the  mail  using  common 
carriers . 

The  language  of  New  York's  Statement  of  Principles  agreed  upon  by  six 
Indian  Nations  and  the  State  of  New  York  follows: 

"C.  Sales  of  Cigarettes.  The  Nation  agrees  that  all  cigarettes  offered 
within  the  boundaries  of  (Nation)  shall  be  required  to  be  taken  by  the 
purchaser  at  the  time  of  sale.  The  Nation  further  agrees  that,  except 
when  sales  are  being  made  by  a cigarette  manufacturer,  wholesaler  or 
distributor  to  the  Nation,  when  acting  as  a distributor  of  product,  no 
sales  shall  be  made  by  the  Nation  or  a licensee  of  the  Nation,  via 
electronic  transfer  (such  as,  but  not  limited  to  the  Internet,  the 


telephone  wires,  cellular  technology,  and  cable)  or  where  delivery  is 
made  to  the  purchaser  through  common  carrier,  the  United  States  Post 
office,  or  any  mail  or  package  carrier." 

The  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Nation  at  Akwesasne,  and  three  other  Nations  have 
not  agreed  to  the  conditions  set  forth  in  New  York's  Statement  of 
Principles . 

Inquiries  to  New  York  can  be  made  to  the  Press  Office  at  518-474-8418, 
212-681-4640,  or  http://www.state.ny.us. 

This  may  be  a state's  first  attempt  to  regulate  trade  and  commerce  via 
the  Internet.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  other  states  will  watch  its 
implementation  and  attempt  to  follow  suit.  This  should  be  treated 
seriously  and  with  urgency  as  the  future  of  electronic  commerce  among 
Indian  Nations  is  at  stake.  How  it  may  affect  electronic  commerce  among 
non-Indian  enterprises  within  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York  can  only  be 
speculated  upon. 

A Review  of  the  Telecommunications  Act  of  1996  reveals  the  following: 

Sec.  230  (b)  states  that; 

"It  is  the  policy  of  the  United  States  -- 

(2)  to  preserve  the  vibrant  and  competitive  free  market  that  presently 
exists  for  the  Internet  and  other  interactive  computer  services, 
unfettered  by  Federal  or  State  regulation;" 

State  Law  is  discussed  in  section  (d)Effect  on  Other  Laws: 

"(d)(3)  State  Law.--  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to 
prevent  any  state  from  enforcing  any  State  law  that  is  consistent  with 
this  section.  No  cause  of  action  may  be  brought  and  no  liability  may  be 
imposed  under  any  State  or  local  law  that  is  inconsistent  with  this 
section . " 

New  York's  Tax  Compacts  have  violated  these  sections  of  the  United  States 
Telecommunications  Act.  New  York  State  is  trampling  on  Indian  sovereignty 
and  protected  rights. 

— "RE:  Tonawanda"  

Date:  Mon,  07  Apr  1997  11:27:11  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 
Sub j : Tonawanda(Fwd) 

FORWARDED  MESSAGE  

From:  aicfs  <aicfs@pce . net> 

Sub j : Tonawanda 

UUCP  email 

I visited  Salamanca  yesterday  and  was  told  that  there  have  been  planes 
dropping  parachuters  into  the  woods  near  rte  17  on  Salamanca.  Tire  fires 
are  still  burning  and  the  people  are  still  resisting.  Apparently,  the 
troopers  were  filming  all  the  Indians  at  one  of  the  fires  and  when  the  local 
non-Indians  supporting  the  tribes  showed  up  and  stood  with  the  Indians  the 
troopers  quit  filming.  They  don't  want  to  show  white  support  for  Indians. 
Troopers  were  on  the  438  bridge  over  interstate  90  with  spotlights,  there 
were  trying  to  chase  someone  who  was  down  by  the  river.  Interstate  90  has 
been  closed  several  times  but  the  news  coverage  now  says  everything  is  calm, 
it  isn't.  On  Tonawanda  the  kid  that  got  sideswiped  by  the  state  troopers  is 
all  bruised  up  and  has  a dislocated  shoulder.  According  to  our  sources  the 
troopers  have  been  suspended  and  the  car  impounded.  Dude  almost  got  hit 
too,  but  he  was  able  to  jump  out  of  the  way.  We  also  believe  that  there  are 
troopers  in  the  woods  on  Tonawanda  because  we  have  seen  flashlights  and  a 
helicopter.  The  fires  are  still  burning  on  Tonawanda  and  Tuscarora.  We 
believe  that  the  troopers  are  trying  to  provoke  a violent  incident. 
Non-Indian  support  is  tremendous,  we  did  not  know  that  there  were  so  many 
people  out  there  who  support  us.  They  have  been  coming  out  to  the  rez  from 
the  cities  and  bringing  food  and  cash  donations  , they  have  also  been  taking 
petitions  home  with  them  filling  them  out  and  bringing  them  back. 


The  Agreement  I sent  Sat.  is  the  agreement  that  we  at  Tonawanda  are 
resisting,  I believe  it  is  the  same  document  that  the  chiefs  from  the  other 
reserves  signed.  The  Tonawanda  chief  signed  it  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  the  Tonawanda  people.  All  negotiations  with  the  state  were  done 
behind  closed  doors  and  the  people  had  no  input.  Is  this  a dictatorship  or 
what?  I have  lived  on  Tonawanda  for  13  years  , actually  I have  lived  all 
over  the  country,  and  I have  never  seen  a situation  worse  than  the  one  at 
Tonawanda.  There  have  been  no  open  council  meetings  in  over  5 years  since 
the  council  tried  to  banish  5 people  for  asking  for  an  accounting  of  tribal 
funds.  We  were  told  it  was  none  of  our  business.  We  are  now  winning  the 
banishment  issue  in  federal  court.  But,  this  has  been  the  situation  and  the 
BIA  supports  this  dictatorship. 

last  week  a tanker  from  Canada  was  stopped  on  his  way  to  Cattaraugus,  his 
truck  was  impounded  and  he  was  jailed  on  felony  charges  of  trying  to  evade 
taxes . 

If  you  need  to  find  out  if  the  document  I sent  Sat  is  the  one  being 
resisted  by  the  Seneca  Nation  call  their  President,  Mike  Schindler  at 
716-542-4900. 

Cigarettes  are  getting  through,  but  it's  getting  rough. 

"RE : Council  of  Chiefs"  

Date:  Mon,  7 Apr  1997  12:42:55  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  aicfs  <aicfs@pce . net> 

Sub j : Tonawanda 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Press  release  from  the  combined  Council  of  Chiefs  of  the  Tonawanda  Seneca, 
Cayuga  Nation,  and  Tuscarora  Nation  regarding  a clarification  of  the  terms 
of  the  Interim  Agreement  with  the  State  of  New  York  on  cigarette  sales.  For 
verification  please  contact  Ray  Henry  at  716-297-4907  or  John  Carbery  (?)  at 
716-343-2623. 

THE  COUNCIL  OF  CHIEFS  OF  THE  TONAWANDA  SENECA,  CAYUGA  NATION,  AND  TUSCARORA 
NATION  ANNOUNCES  THE  TERMS  OF  THE  INTERIM  AGREEMENT  WITH  THE  STATE  OF  NEW 
YORK  ON  THE  REGULATION  OF  TAX-FREE  PRODUCTS  WITHIN  THE  TERRITORIES  OF  THE 
HAUDENOSAUNEE; 

PREMISE  OF  THE  INTERIM  AGREEMENT 

In  the  spirit  of  the  1794  Treaty  of  Canandaigua,  the  Haudenosaunee  and  the 
State  of  New  York,  entered  into  an  Interim  Agreement  on  April  1,  1997  to 
further  the  mutual  respect,  peace  and  friendship  that  exists  between  them 
and  to  promote  trade  and  commerce  among  our  peoples.  A final  agreement  is 
sought  by  the  end  of  this  month  when  the  Interim  Agreement  expires. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  the  agreement  first  and  foremost  affirms  the 
sovereign  status  of  the  Haudenosaunee,  as  recognized  by  the  treaties  with 
the  United  States  federal  government.  It  recognizes  the  inherent  right  of 
the  Haudenosaunee  to  engage  in  , monitor  and  regulate  all  trade  and 
commerce  within  our  territories. 

The  Haudenosaunee  are  the  traditional  peoples,  the  traditional  form  of 
governance  and  the  only  inheritors  of  the  rights  established  in  the 
treaties  with  the  United  States.  Also  known  as  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois 
Confederacy,  the  Haudenosaunee  is  within  its  sovereign  right  to  negotiate 
such  an  agreement  and  the  Council  of  Chiefs  of  the  member  nations  will  have 
the  responsibility  to  assure  that  the  agreement  and  any  subsequent  operations 
maintain  the  principles  of  peace,  unity  and  strength  established  under  our 
Great  Law  Of  Peace.  Their  agreement  represents  the  good  faith  effort  to 
protect  the  tax  free  status  of  our  communities,  to  recognize  the  sovereign 
authority  of  our  traditional  governments  and  provide  regulatory  oversight 
to  the  trade  and  commerce  conducted  within  our  territories. 

SCOPE  OF  THE  INTERIM  AGREEMENT 

This  agreement  covers  the  trade  and  commerce  of  cigarettes  and  tobacco 
products  only.  The  Haudenosaunee  affirms  that  they  will  not  be  engaged 


in  the  sale  of  motor  fuel  or  diesel  motor  fuel  in  the  territories  of  the 
Tuscarora  Nation,  Tonawanda  Seneca  Nation,  Cayuga  Nation,  and  Onondaga 
Nation.  The  chiefs  of  those  nations  have  determined  that  the  environmental 
, health,  and  safety  dangers  posed  by  the  current  handling  of  motor  fuels  in 
our  territory  is  an  unacceptable  risk  for  the  future  welfare  of  our 
communities.  Rather  than  continue  to  pollute  our  own  lands,  the  Chiefs  have 
decided  not  to  sanction  such  trade  and  commerce  within  our  territories.  In 
exchange,  citizens  of  the  Haudenosaunee  will  be  able  to  obtain  gasoline  tax 
free  at  designated  'nation  pumps"  off  the  reservation.  The  details  of  this 
arrangement  are  being  developed. 

TERMS  OF  THE  INTERIM  AGREEMENT 

1.  License  to  do  business: 

The  State  of  New  York  agrees  not  to  grant  any  licenses  to  any  person  or 
entity  to  engage  in  the  cigarette  and  tobacco  product  trade  and  business 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  Haudenosaunee  territories.  Only  those 
individuals  or  enterprises  that  obtain  a license  from  the  Haudenosaunee 
government  will  be  allowed  to  continue  to  participate  in  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  cigarette  and  tobacco  products. 

2.  Tax  Exempt  Status 

All  cigarettes  and  tobacco  products  sold  by  the  authorized  licensees  must 
contain  a new  York  State  Tax  Exempt  Stamp,  or  a specially  designed 
Haudenosaunee  stamp.  New  York  State  will  provide  such  stamps  to  cover 
existing  inventories  as  of  April  1,  1997  to  authorized  licensees.  In  the 
future  the  Haudenosaunee  will  have  the  sole  authority  to  stamp,  order,  and 
distribute  products  to  be  sold  within  its  territories.  Any  product  without 
such  a stamp  on  our  territories  will  be  considered  contraband  and  subject  to 
seizure  by  the  Haudenosaunee.  It  is  expected  that  a stamping  agent  will  be 
designated  by  the  Haudenosaunee  once  the  stamp  has  been  designed  and 
manufactured . 

3.  TYPES  OF  SALES 

The  Haudenosaunee  agree  not  to  engage  in  electronic  transfer  (such  as  the 
internet,  telephone,  cellular  or  cable)  or  delivery  of  product  through 
common  carrier. 

4.  INFORMATION  SHARING 

The  Haudenosaunee  agree  to  in  from  the  State  as  to  who  are  the  authorized 
licensees  among  each  member  nation:  disclose  information  on  the  nature  of 
the  sales  within  our  territories  as  well  as  notify  the  State  of  any 
violations  of  the  agreement.  Such  information  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws 
of  secrecy  governing  the  disclosure  of  information  by  the  State  Department 
of  Taxation  ;and  Finance.  The  State  agrees  to  inform  the  Haudenosaunee  of 
any  information  relating  to  individuals  or  businesses  known  to  be 
in  violation  of  the  Interim  Agreement. 

5.  COMPLIANCE  TEAM 

One  representative  of  the  Haudenosaunee  and  one  representative  of  the 
State  of  New  York  will  comprise  the  Compliance  Team  to  investigate  alleged 
violations  both  on  and  off  the  territory  of  the  member  nations.  A penalty 
may  be  assessed  or  the  license  to  operate  may  be  revoked  as  determined  by 
the  Council  of  Chiefs. 

6.  PRICING 

The  Haudenosaunee  agree  to  increase  the  retail  price  of  the  cigarettes  and 
tobacco  products,  the  final  price  to  be  determined  before  the  end  of  the 
Interim  Agreement  However,  the  Haudenosaunee  will  still  maintain  a 
competitive  edge. 

IMPORTANT  POINTS  OF  THE  AGREEMENT 
Status  of  the  Agreement 

The  Interim  Agreement  has  been  confirmed  by  the  Tuscarora  Nation  Council  of 
Chiefs.  The  Tonawanda  Council  of  Chiefs  and  the  Cayuga 
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asks  that  nation  members  and  all  people  living  within  our  territories 
respect  the  agreement.  The  Nations  do  not  condone  the  burning  of  tires  or 
violence,  threats  or  other  forms  of  intimidation. 

The  Chiefs  of  our  Nations  also  realize  that  not  all  of  our  people  agree  with 
the  terms  of  the  Agreement.  However,  the  agreement  protects  the  sovereign 
and  collective  rights  of  the  nations.  We  therefore  ask  for  calm  and  serious 
consideration  be  given  to  what  the  Agreement  offers  nation  members  in  the 
protection  of  its  sovereign  rights.  This  agreement  represents  a step  to 
establish  the  authority  of  the  Nation  and  the  Haudenosaunee  upon  our  own 
territories  in  order  to  assure  that  benefits  of  trade  and  commerce  are  shared 
more  equitably  with  all  members  of  the  Nation. 

. . . End 

This  document  was  developed  between  the  state  and  one  or  two  member  of  the 
nations  that  have  signed.  At  no  time  were  the  people  of  Tonawanda  ever 
informed  as  to  what  our  chiefs  were  doing.  For  that  last  five  years  all 
council  meeting  have  been  conducted  in  private  by  our  chief.  We  are  not 
allowed  a voice  in  our  government. 

PETITION 

To:  Governor  George  E.  Pataki 
New  York  State 

We,  the  undersigned  hereby  petition  you  to  honor  Indian  Treaties, 
and  Tribal  self-government  and  stop  the  collection  of  taxes  now. 

We  do  not  support  New  York  State  taxes  in  gasoline  and  cigarettes 
sold  on  Seneca  and  other  Native  Territories. 

We  believe  in  the  sovereignty  of  Indian  Nations  and  the  right  of 
Native  people  to  establish  their  own  economic  base  in  furtherance  of 
self-sufficiency  and  regulated  only  by  their  own  government. 
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"RE : 1996  Settlement  Agreement"  

Date:  Sun,  6 Apr  1997  16:53:42  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Navajo  Nation  <rezman@infomagic . com> 

Sub j : Navajo/Hopi:  1996  Settlement  Agreement 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Below  is  text  of  agreement  from  congressional  records.  Posted  by  the 
Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission  Office,  an  agency  of  the  Navajo  Nation. 

SETTLEMENT  AGREEMENT 

This  Settlement  Agreement  (''Agreement'')  is  made  and  entered  into  this 
14th  day  of  December,  1995,  between  the  United  States  of  America  (''United 
States’’)  and  the  Hopi  Tribe  ("Tribe'  '),  acting  by  and  through  their 
designated  representatives. 

A.  WHEREAS,  it  is  in  the  public  benefit  for  the  Tribe,  Navajos  residing 
on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  (''HPL''),  and  the  United  States  to  reach  a 
peaceful  resolution  of  a disagreement  that  has  caused  great  acrimony  and 
hardship  and  drained  both  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  the  Navajo  Nation  of 
resources  for  many  decades. 

B.  WHEREAS,  the  Tribe  and  the  United  States  agree  that  it  is  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  Tribe  and  the  United  States  that  a final  settlement  of 
certain  issues  remaining  in  connection  with  the  Navajo--Hopi  Settlement 
Act,  Pub.  L.  93-531,  as  amended,  be  reached  by  negotiation  and  voluntary 
agreement  among  the  affected  parties. 

C.  WHEREAS,  the  Tribe  and  Navajo  families  living  on  the  HPL  have  reached 
by  negotiation  and  voluntary  accord  an  agreement  on  the  terms  pursuant  to 


which  certain  Navajo  families  may  continue  to  live  on  the  HPL  under  a 75- 
year  accommodation  agreement.  These  negotiated  terms  are  set  forth  in  the 
documents  included  here  as  Attachment  A,  when  read  together,  and  are 
hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  ''Accommodation  Terms. ''  An  accommodation 
provided  to  an  eligible  Navajo  family  in  accordance  with  the  Accommodation 
Terms  is  referred  to  hereinafter  as  an  ''Accommodation.1'  The  Navajos 
eligible  for  an  Accommodation  are  Navajos  on  List  A (a  copy  of  which  is 
included  here  as  Attachment  B),  and,  in  addition,  (i)  those  Navajos 
domiciled  on  the  HPL  who  were  temporarily  away  for  purposes  of  education, 
employment,  military  service  or  medical  need  at  the  time  List  A was 
prepared  in  1992;  (ii)  those  Navajo  legal  residents  who  resided  full-time 
on  the  HPL  in  1992  who  are  certified  by  the  Office  of  Navajo  Hopi  Indian 
Relocation  ("ONHIR'')  after  October  30,  1992,  as  eligible  for  relocation 
assistance;  and  (iii)  such  other  individuals,  as  agreed  to  by  the  Navajo 
and  Hopi  tribes.  (In  calculating  the  percentages  discussed  in  Sections  3, 

6 and  7 of  this  Agreement,  the  head  of  household  (as  defined  in  25  C.F.R. 
700.69(b)  (1995))  included  on  List  A,  or  his/her  successor  head  of 
household,  is  counted  but  other  family  members  are  not  included  in  the 
calculation . ) 

D.  WHEREAS,  the  United  States  and  the  Tribe  wish  to  encourage  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  Tribe  will  allow  those  Navajo  families 
currently  residing  on  the  HPL  who  enter  into  an  Accommodation  to  remain  on 
the  HPL.  A Navajo  family  that  has  entered  into  an  Accommodation  with  the 
Hopi  Tribe  is  referred  to  herein  as  an  ''Accommodation  Signatory. 1 ' 

E.  WHEREAS,  the  continued  occupation  of  the  HPL  by  the  Navajo  families 
deprives  the  Tribe  of  certain  uses  of  its  land.  The  Tribe's  agreement  to 
allow  Navajo  families  to  remain  on  the  HPL  is  based  on  the  understanding 
that  additional  lands  will  be  taken  into  trust  for  the  Tribe  for  use  by 
Hopi  Tribal  members.  The  Tribe  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  (''Secretary'')  agree  that,  under  the  unusual  circumstances  of 
this  long,  historical  disagreement  over  the  Hopi  Lands,  the  taking  of 
additional  lands  into  trust  for  the  Tribe,  as  specified  in  Section  7,  is 
necessary  to  bring  about  a resolution  of  the  litigation  and  the  problems 
that  underlie  it  and  is  consonant  with  the  goals  identified  in  25  U.S.C. 
Sec.  465  and  the  corresponding  regulations. 

F.  WHEREAS,  to  the  extent  the  Tribe  accommodates  Navajo  families  who 
would  otherwise  have  to  be  relocated  from  the  HPL,  the  United  States  will 
save  some  of  the  expense  of  completing  the  relocation  program,  which  has 
already  cost  over  $330  million. 

G.  WHEREAS,  the  Tribe  currently  has  three  actions  pending  against  the 
United  States  and,  as  part  of  this  settlement,  is  foregoing  a fourth 
action  against  the  United  States.  These  are: 

i.  Hopi  Tribe  v.  Navajo  Tribe,  et  al.,  CIV  85-801  PHX-EHC,  which  is 
pending  in  the  United  States  District  Court  in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  In  this 
case  (''the  Rental  case’’),  the  Tribe  has  brought  an  action  against  the 
United  States,  among  other  things,  for  the  alleged  failure  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  ("Secretary '' ) to  make  on  a timely  basis  the 
fair  rental  value  determinations  required  by  25  U.S.C.  Sec.  640d-15(a). 

On  Duly  5,  1985,  the  Tribe  filed  a motion  for  partial  summary  judgment  on 
this  ground  against  the  United  States.  On  April  2,  1990,  the  District 
Court  denied  as  moot,  without  prejudice,  the  portion  of  the  motion  dealing 
with  the  United  States. 

The  Tribe  has  indicated  to  the  United  States  its  desire  formally  to 
renew  its  motion  and  to  seek,  either  in  the  District  Court  or  in  the  Court 
of  Federal  Claims,  damages  on  a claim  alleging  a breach  of  the  Secretary's 
duty  to  issue  certain  rental  determinations  in  a timely  manner. 

ii.  Secakuku  v.  Hale,  et  al..  Nos.  94-17032,  95-15029,  which  is  pending 
in  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Ninth  Circuit.  In  this  case 
(''the  Damage  case''),  the  Tribe  has  brought  an  action  against  the  United 
States  pursuant  to  25  U.S.C.  Sec.  640d-17(a) (3),  alleging,  among  other 
things,  that  the  United  States  is  jointly  and  severally  liable  with  the 
Navajo  Nation  for  any  post-partition  damage  to  the  HPL  caused  by  pre- 
partition overgrazing. 

On  Danuary  15,  1993,  the  United  States  District  Court  in  Phoenix  entered 
judgment  for  the  United  States,  holding  that  the  United  States  in  not 


liable  to  the  Tribe  for  any  portion  of  the  post-partition  damage.  The 
Tribe  has  appealed  this  issue  and  is  awaiting  a decision  by  the  Ninth 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals. 

iii.  Hopi  Tribe  v.  United  States  of  America,  CIV  Nos.  319-84L,  320-84L, 
321-84L,  and  651-89L,  which  are  pending  in  the  United  States  Court  of 
Federal  Claims.  In  these  cases  (referred  to  collectively  as  ''the  Court  of 
Federal  Claims  cases'1),  the  Tribe  is  suing  the  United  States,  inter  alia, 
for  breach  of  its  fiduciary  duty  arising  from  its  failure  to  collect  (a) 
livestock  trespass  penalties  (No.  319-84L),  (b)  forage  consumed  fees  (No. 
320-84L),  and  (c)  property  damage  fees  on  behalf  of  the  Tribe  (No.  321- 
84L).  All  three  claims  are  asserted  in  No.  651-89L.  In  these  actions,  the 
United  States  argued  that  some  of  the  Tribe's  claims  were  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations.  The  Tribe  concedes  that  the  six-year  statute  of 
limitations,  25  U.S.C.  2501,  governing  claims  against  the  United  States 
bars  the  Tribe's  claims  arising  prior  to  Dune  22,  1978. 

For  purposes  of  settlement,  the  Tribe  and  the  United  States  have  parsed 
the  Court  of  Federal  Claims  cases  into  three  parts:  (1)  all  livestock 
trespass  penalty  claims  for  the  period  prior  to  and  through  1982  and  all 
other  non-livestock-trespass-penalty  claims  alleged  in  the  Court  of 
Federal  Claims  cases  for  all  periods  through  and  including  1996;  (2)  all 
livestock  trespass  penalty  claims  for  the  period  1983  through  and 
including  1988;  and  (3)  all  livestock  trespass  penalty  claims  for  the 
period  1989  through  and  including  1996.  The  Court  of  Federal  Claims  cases 
are  currently  stayed. 

iv.  Claim  by  the  Hopi  Tribe  Against  the  United  States  for  Failure  to 
Give  the  Tribe  Quiet  Possession  of  Its  Lands.  During  the  course  of  the 
Ninth  Circuit  ordered  mediation,  which  commenced  in  May  1991,  and  as  part 
of  the  parties'  efforts  to  bring  about  a consensual  resolution  of  the 
longstanding  problems  concerning  use  of  the  Hopi  Lands,  the  Tribe  has 
refrained  from  bringing  litigation  against  the  United  States  for  the 
alleged  failure  of  the  United  States,  in  the  past  and  currently,  to  give 
it  quiet  possession  of  Hopi  Lands  that  are  used  and  occupied  by  Navajo 
families.  Such  potential  litigation  includes,  inter  alia,  an  injunctive 
action  seeking  to  have  the  Navajo  families  removed,  an  action  for  a 
temporary  taking  without  compensation,  and  an  action  for  breach  of  trust. 
Any  such  potential  actions  are  referred  to  herein  as  the  ''Quiet 
Possession  Claim.'1 

H.  WHEREAS,  the  United  States  has  denied  that  it  has  any  liability  to 
the  Tribe  in  the  Rental,  Damage,  or  Court  of  Federal  Claims  cases  and 
denies  it  has  any  liability  in  the  Quiet  Possession  Claim. 

I.  WHEREAS,  the  United  States  and  the  Tribe  wish  to  improve  their 
relationship  and  to  compromise  their  differences  in  the  Rental,  Damage  and 
Court  of  Federal  Claims  cases  and  in  a Quite  Possession  Claim. 

D.  WHEREAS,  the  Tribe  and  the  United  States  benefit  from  these  voluntary 
settlements  and,  to  that  end,  the  Tribe,  the  Secretary  and  the  United 
States  Attorney  General  will  fully  support  this  settlement. 

K.  NOW,  THEREFORE,  it  is  hereby  agreed  by  the  Tribe  and  the  United 
States  that  the  Rental,  Damage,  and  Court  of  Federal  Claims  cases,  and  the 
Quiet  Possession  Claim  be  settled  and  compromised  on  the  following  terms 
and  conditions. 

Terms  of  the  Agreement 

1.  Compromise  and  Settlement  by  the  Tribe  of  Certain  Claims  Against  the 
United  States  in  the  Rental  Case  Regrading  Certain  Fair  Rental  Value 
Determinations:  The  Tribe  agrees  to  refrain  forever  from  instituting, 
maintaining,  prosecuting  or  continuing  to  maintain  or  prosecute  any  suit 
or  action  against  the  United  States  based  upon  any  claim,  demand,  action, 
cause  of  action,  or  liability  of  any  nature  whatsoever  (including  any 
claim  for  damages  or  compensatory  interest  for  delay  in  issuance  of  the 
rental  determinations),  whether  known  or  unknown,  which  claim,  demand, 
action,  cause  of  action,  or  liability  arises  from  the  Secretary's  failure, 
prior  to  Danuary  1,  1997,  to  issue  initial  final  rental  determinations  on 
the  merits  for  Navajo  homesite,  farming  and  grazing  use  of  the  HPL  for  the 
years  1979  through  1995.  (This  bar  to  the  Tribe's  claim  applies  even  if 
the  Secretary's  initial  final  rental  determination  on  the  merits  is 
subsequently  set  aside  or  remanded  by  a court  which  reviews  the 


administrative  decision.)  Claims,  if  any,  concerning  a failure  by  the 
Secretary  (a)  after  January  1,  1997,  to  have  entered  initial  final  rental 
determinations  on  the  merits  for  the  above-described  rental  periods  and 

(b)  to  enter  rental  determinations  for  any  rental  period  after  1995,  are 
not  covered  by  this  Agreement. 

2.  Compromise  and  Settlement  by  the  Tribe  of  all  Claims  Against  the 
United  States  in  the  Damage  Case:  The  Tribe  agrees  to  refrain  forever  from 
instituting,  maintaining,  prosecuting,  or  continuing  to  maintain  or 
prosecute  any  suit  or  action  against  the  United  States  based  upon  any 
claim,  demand,  action,  cause  of  action,  or  liability  that  was  alleged,  or 
could  have  been  alleged,  in  the  Damage  case.  The  Tribe  and  the  United 
States  agree,  pursuant  to  FRAP  42(b),  to  file  a motion  to  dismiss  the 
Tribe's  appeal  against  the  United  States  in  the  Damage  case  within  one 
week  of  the  date  of  the  signing  of  this  Agreement.  If  the  motion  is  not 
granted  and  the  Tribe  is  ultimately  awarded  at  judgment  in  damages  against 
the  United  States,  the  Tribe  agrees  that  the  obligations  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Damage  case  will  be  met  by  the  United  States'  payment  of  $2, 
400,000.00  pursuant  to  Section  6(a)  of  this  Agreement.  If,  prior  to  a 
joint  filing  of  the  United  States'  and  Tribe's  motion  to  dismiss  the 
Tribe's  claims  against  the  United  States,  the  Ninth  Circuit  issues  a 
decision  or  enters  judgment  in  the  United  States'  favor,  the  United  States 
shall  pay  nothing  to  the  Tribe  for  compromise  of  the  Damage  case. 

3.  Compromise  and  Settlement  by  the  Tribe  of  all  Claims  Against  the 
United  States  in  the  Court  of  Federal  Claims  Cases:  (a).  The  Tribe  and  the 
United  States  agree  to  file  stipulations  for  dismissal  with  prejudice  of 
all  claims  in  the  Court  of  Federal  Claims  cases,  except  those  identified 
in  Subsections  3(b)  and  3(c).  That  stipulation  shall  be  made  within  two 
weeks  after  the  United  States  Congress  enacts  and  the  President  signs  the 
amendment  to  25  U.S.C.  Sec.  415(a)  or  Sec.  635  described  in  Section  5 
below.  The  Tribe  further  agrees  that  after  so  moving  for  dismissal  it  must 
and  will  refrain  forever  from  instituting,  maintaining,  prosecuting,  or 
continuing  to  maintain  or  prosecute  any  suit  or  action  against  the  United 
States  based  upon  any  claim,  demand,  actions,  cause  of  action,  or 
liability  that  was  alleged  or  could  have  been  alleged  in  any  pleading  in 
the  Court  of  Federal  Claims  cases  for  any  year  prior  to  and  through  1982. 

(b) .  The  Tribe  and  the  United  States  further  agree  to  file  stipulations 
for  dismissal  with  prejudice,  pursuant  to  Rule  41  of  the  Court  of  Federal 
Claims  Rules,  of  any  livestock  trespass  penalty  claims  for  the  period  1983 
through  and  including  1988  after  65  percent  of  the  Navajo  heads  of 
household  eligible  for  an  Accommodation  (as  defined  in  paragraph  C on 
pages  1-2  of  this  Agreement)  have  entered  into  an  Accommodation  or  have 
chosen  to  relocate  and  are  eligible  for  relocation  assistance.  The  Tribe 
further  agrees  that  after  so  moving  for  dismissal  it  must  and  will  refrain 
forever  from  instituting,  maintaining,  prosecuting,  or  continuing  to 
maintain  or  prosecute  any  suit  or  action  against  the  United  States  based 
upon  any  claim,  demand,  actions,  cause  of  action,  or  liability  that  was 
alleged  or  could  have  been  alleged  in  any  pleading  in  the  Court  of  Federal 
Claims  cases  for  any  year  prior  to  and  through  1988. 

(c) .  The  Tribe  and  the  United  States  further  agree  to  file  stipulations 
for  dismissal  with  prejudice,  pursuant  to  Rule  41  of  the  Court  of  Federal 
Claims  Rules,  of  any  livestock  trespass  penalty  claims  for  the  period  1989 
through  and  including  1996  after  75  percent  of  the  Navajo  heads  of 
household  eligible  for  an  Accommodation  (as  defined  in  paragraph  C on 
pages  1-2  of  this  Agreement)  have  entered  into  an  Accommodation  or  have 
chosen  to  relocate  and  are  eligible  for  relocation  assistance.  The  Tribe 
further  agrees  that  after  so  moving  for  dismissal  it  must  and  will  refrain 
forever  from  instituting,  maintaining,  prosecuting,  or  continuing  to 
maintain  or  prosecute  any  suit  or  action  against  the  United  States  based 
upon  any  claim,  demand,  actions,  cause  of  action,  or  liability  that  was 
alleged  or  could  have  been  alleged  in  any  pleading  in  the  Court  of  Federal 
Claims  cases  for  any  year  prior  to  and  through  1996. 

(d)  . With  each  dismissal  with  prejudice  of  the  claims  described  in 
subsection  (a),  (b)  or  (c)  above,  the  Tribe  may  obtain  funds  from  the 
trust  account  as  provided  in  Section  6 below. 

4.  Compromise  and  Settlement  of  the  Quiet  Possession  Claim  and  Agreement 


by  the  Tribe  to  Provide  an  Accommodation  for  Certain  Navajo  Families 
Pursuant  to  the  Accommodation  Terms:  (a).  The  Tribe  agrees  to  accommodate 
Navajo  residents  of  the  HPL  who,  pursuant  to  the  Accommodation  Terms,  are 
eligible  to  enter  into  an  Accommodation,  in  the  manner  and  according  to 
the  terms  as  set  forth  in  Attachment  A. 

(b) .  The  Tribe  agrees  to  refrain  forever  from  instituting,  maintaining, 
prosecuting,  or  continuing  to  maintain  or  prosecute  any  suit  or  action  in 
law  or  equity  against  the  United  States  based  on  any  claim,  demand,  cause 
of  action,  or  liability  regarding  quiet  possession  of  Hopi  Partitioned 
Lands  which  action  arises  out  of:  (i)  any  Navajo  use  or  occupancy  that 
occurred  prior  to  the  date  of  the  signing  of  this  Agreement;  and  (ii)  any 
use  or  occupancy  of  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  that  occurs  prior  to  February  1, 
2000,  by  Navajos  who  are  eligible  for  an  Accommodation;  and  (iii)  any  use 
or  occupancy  of  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  by  Navajo  Accommodation  Signatories 
in  accordance  with  the  Accommodation  Terms  during  the  term  of  the 
Accommodation . 

(c) .  Contingencies  and  Remedies -However,  in  the  event  that  the  United 
States  does  not  provide  consideration  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  Section  7, 
the  Tribe  preserves  pursuant  to  Section  7(d)  any  Quiet  Possession  Claim  it 
may  have  under  28  U.S.C.  Sec.  Sec.  1491  and  1505  arising  out  of  the  use  of 
the  HPL  after  lanuary  1,  1997,  by  any  Navajo  family  who  has  entered  into 
an  Accommodation.  In  the  event  that  the  United  States  does  not  discharge 
the  obligations  set  forth  in  Sections  9(c)  and  9(d),  the  Tribe  preserves 
pursuant  to  Section  9(e)  any  Quiet  Possession  Claim  it  may  have  arising 
out  of  the  use  of  the  HPL  after  February  1,  2000,  by  any  Navajo  family 
eligible  for  an  Accommodation  who  does  not  enter  into  one. 

5.  Agreement  by  the  Tribe  to  Seek  Legislation:  The  Tribe  agrees  to  seek 
enactment  prior  to  December  31,  1996,  by  the  United  States  Congress,  of  an 
amendment  to  25  U.S.C.  Sec.  415(a)  or  Sec.  635  that  would  authorize  the 
Tribe  to  lease  land  to  the  Navajo  families  for  a term  of  seventy-five  (75) 
years.  If  such  legislation  is  not  enacted,  the  Tribe  shall  in  good  faith 
attempt  to  negotiate  an  alternative  leasing  arrangement,  and  the  terms  of 
this  Agreement  could  be  amended  to  meet  that  circumstance. 

6.  Agreement  by  the  United  States  to  Pay  the  Tribe:  In  consideration  for 
the  compromise  of  the  Rental,  Damage  and  Court  of  Federal  Claims  cases  and 
for  foregoing  a Quiet  Possession  Claim  as  specified  in  Section  4(b),  and 
for  the  Hopi  Tribe's  promise  and  commitment  to  provide  an  accommodation, 
as  set  forth  in  the  Accommodation  Terms,  the  United  States  agrees  to  pay 
in  settlement  and  compromise  to  the  Tribe  a sum  of  $50,200,000.00,  plus 
interest,  to  the  extent  provided  below,  in  the  following  manner: 

(a) .  Upon  filing  in  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  of  a joint  motion 
to  dismiss  with  prejudice  the  Tribe's  appeal  of  the  United  States' 
liability  in  the  Damage  case  as  specified  in  Section  2,  the  United  States 
shall  pay  the  Tribe  $2,400,000.00  in  settlement  and  compromise  of  those 
claims . 

(b) .  After  the  Tribe  has  obtained  the  enactment  of  legislation  as 
described  in  Section  5 and  upon  dismissal  with  prejudice  of  the  claims 
describe  in  Section  3(a),  the  United  States  shall  pay  $22,700,000.00  in 
settlement  and  compromise  of  those  claims  into  an  interest-bearing  trust 
account  in  the  United  States  Treasury  for  the  benefit  of  the  Tribe. 
Thereafter,  and  subject  to  otherwise  applicable  law,  the  Tribe  may  obtain 
from  the  trust  account  $22,700,000.00  of  the  funds  plus  any  interest 
accrued,  even  if  fewer  than  65%  of  the  Navajo  heads  of  household  eligible 
for  an  Accommodation  have  entered  into  an  Accommodation  or  have  chosen  to 
relocate  and  are  eligible  for  relocation  assistance. 

(c) .  After  sixty-five  percent  (65%)  of  the  eligible  Navajo  heads  of 
household  have  entered  into  an  Accommodation  or  have  chosen  to  relocate 
(and  are  eligible  for  relocation  assistance)  and  upon  dismissal  with 
prejudice  of  the  Tribe's  livestock  trespass  penalty  claim  against  the 
United  States  for  the  period  1983  through  and  including  1988,  the  United 
States  shall  pay  $10,000,000  in  settlement  and  compromise  of  those  claims 
into  an  interest-bearing  trust  account  in  the  United  States  Treasury  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Tribe.  Thereafter,  and  subject  to  otherwise  applicable 
law,  the  Tribe  may  obtain  from  the  trust  account  $10,000,000.00  of  the 
funds  plus  any  interest  accrued. 


(d)  . After  seventy-five  (75%)  percent  of  the  eligible  Navajo  heads  of 
household  have  entered  into  an  Accommodation  or  have  chosen  to  relocate 
(and  are  eligible  for  relocation  assistance)  and  upon  dismissal  with 
prejudice  of  the  Tribe's  livestock  trespass  penalty  claims  for  the  period 
1989  through  and  including  1996,  the  United  States  shall  pay  $15,100,000. 
00  in  settlement  and  compromise  of  those  claims  into  an  interest-bearing 
trust  account  in  the  United  States  for  the  benefit  of  the  Tribe. 
Thereafter,  and  subject  to  otherwise  applicable  law,  the  Tribe  may  obtain 
from  the  trust  account  $15,100,000.00  of  the  funds  plus  any  interest 
accrued . 

(e)  . It  is  a form  of  this  Agreement  that  the  Tribe  fulfill  its 
obligations  to  the  Navajo  families  pursuant  to  the  Accommodation  Terms,  as 
specified  in  Section  4(a).  If  the  Tribe  is  not  in  compliance  with  the 
undertakings  specified  in  Section  4(a),  it  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
receive  distribution  of  compensation  under  this  Agreement,  including  the 
funds  described  in  subsections  (a)  through  (d)  of  this  Section  or  the 
federal  government's  action  with  respect  to  lands,  described  in  Section  7. 

(f)  . None  of  the  releases  describes  in  Section  1 through  4 which  are 
being  given  to  the  United  States  by  the  Tribe  are  intended  to  release  the 
Navajo  Nation  from  any  liability  it  might  have  to  the  Tribe.  Nor  is  any  of 
the  consideration  provided  under  this  Agreement  from  the  United  States  to 
the  Tribe  intended  to  release  the  Navajo  Nation  from  any  liability  it 
might  have  to  the  Tribe.  The  United  States  does  not  take  a position  on  the 
effect  of  this  Agreement,  if  any,  on  satisfaction  of  claims  between  the 
Hopi  Tribe  and  the  Navajo  Nation;  that  issue  is  one  to  be  resolved  between 
the  tribes. 

7.  Agreement  by  the  United  States  to  Take  Land  Into  Trust  for  the  Tribe 
and  to  Acquire  State  Lands  with  the  State's  Concurrence:  (a).  As  partial 
consideration  for  this  settlement,  the  Secretary  agrees  that,  if  seventy- 
five  percent  (75%)  or  more  of  the  Navajo  heads  of  household  eligible  for 
an  Accommodation  either  have  entered  into  an  Accommodation  or  have  chosen 
to  relocate  and  are  eligible  for  relocation  assistance,  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  will  take  in  trust  up  to  five  hundred  thousand  (500,000) 
acres  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  Tribe  under  the  terms  set  forth  in 
this  Section. 

(i) .  It  is  contemplated  that  the  Tribe  will  acquire  lands.  With  respect 
to  any  specific  parcel  of  land  acquired  by  the  Tribe,  the  Secretary,  at 
the  request  of  the  Tribe  and  subject  to  all  existing  applicable  laws  and 
regulations  (including  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  ("NEPA'') 
and  25  CFR  Part  151,  and  provided  that  any  environmental  problems 
identified  as  a result  of  NEPA  compliance  are  mitigated  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Secretary),  will  take  the  parcel  into  trust  for  the 
Tribe.  Although  no  specific  land  parcels  have  been  identified  at  the  time 
of  this  Agreement,  it  is  understood  that  land  the  Secretary  agrees  to  take 
into  trust  is  land  in  northern  Arizona  that  is  used  substantially  for 
ranching,  agriculture,  or  other  similar  rural  uses  and,  to  the  extent 
feasible,  is  in  contiguous  parcels. 

(ii) .  Although  the  Secretary  may,  in  his/her  absolute  discretion,  take 
some  of  this  land  into  trust  prior  to  seventy-five  percent  (75%)  of  the 
eligible  Navajo  heads  of  household  entering  into  an  Accommodation  or 
choosing  to  relocate,  he/she  is  not  committing  to  take  any  land  into  trust 
unless  the  75%  condition  is  met.  Once  the  75%  condition  is  met,  however, 
the  Secretary  shall  take  land  into  trust,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  paragraph  (i) . 

(b).  To  the  extent  that  the  Tribe  acquires  private  lands  and  would  like 
to  acquire  the  interspersed  State  of  Arizona  lands,  so  that  both  the 
private  and  interspersed  state  lands  may  be  taken  into  trust,  and  because 
of  the  State's  legal  restrictions  on  the  sale  and  exchange  of  state  lands, 
the  United  States  agrees  to  acquire  for  the  Tribe  (consistent  with 
existing  law  and  provided  the  further  terms  set  forth  in  this  subsection 
are  also  met)  for  fair  market  value  the  interspersed  state  lands  within 
the  exterior  boundaries  of  private  lands  acquired  by  the  Tribe,  under  the 
following  conditions:  (i)  seventy-five  percent  (75%)  of  the  eligible 
Navajo  heads  of  household  have  entered  into  an  Accommodation  or  have 
chosen  to  relocate  and  are  eligible  for  relocation  assistance;  and  (ii) 


the  United  States  has  the  State's  concurrence  that  such  acquisition  is 
consistent  with  the  State's  interests;  and  (iii)  the  Tribe,  not  the  United 
States,  will  pay  the  value  of  any  state  lands  so  acquired;  and  (iv) 
acquisition  of  the  interspersed  state  land  is  consistent  with  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  up  to  500,000  acres  of  land  in  trust  for  the  Tribe.  Once  the 
United  States  has  acquired  state  lands  pursuant  to  these  conditions,  the 
Secretary  will  take  the  land  into  trust  pursuant  to  and  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  subsection 

(a).  If  the  State  does  not  concur  in  the  United  States'  acquisition  of 
state  lands  interspersed  with  the  private  lands  acquired  by  the  Tribe,  the 
Secretary,  instead,  at  the  Tribe's  request,  will  take  into  trust  for  the 
Tribe  other  private  lands  (as  set  forth  in  subsection  (a)),  to  meet  its 
commitment  to  take  up  to  500,000  acres  into  trust. 

Contingencies  and  Remedies 

(c) .  In  the  extraordinary  event  that,  by  a ruling  of  the  United  States 
Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Ninth  Circuit  or  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
or  other  change  of  legal  authority,  the  Secretary  is  not  authorized  to 
take  land  into  trust  or  to  acquire  state  lands  at  the  time  he/she  is 
requested  to  do  so  by  the  Tribe,  the  Secretary  and  the  Tribe  will  seek 
federal  legislation  to  give  effect  to  the  Secretary's  commitment  pursuant 
to  this  Agreement  to  take  land  into  trust  and  to  acquire  state  lands. 

(d)  . The  Tribe  promises  to  forego  a claim  against  the  United  States  for 
quiet  possession  of  the  Tribe's  property  occupied  by  Navajo  families  that 
enter  into  an  Accommodation  (as  provided  in  Section  4),  except  as  provided 
in  this  subsection.  Without  acknowledging  the  validity  of  any  such  claim, 
the  Tribe  and  the  United  States  agree  that  the  Tribe  will  be  released  from 
its  commitment  to  forego  the  portion  of  the  Quiet  Possession  Claim 
identified  in  Section  4(b) (iii)  in  the  circumstances  and  to  the  extent 
provided  in  paragraphs  (i)  and  (ii)  of  this  subsection.  In  any  such  claim 
for  damages,  the  benefits  already  received  by  the  Tribe  from  the  United 
States  pursuant  to  this  Agreement  will  be  considered  in  measuring  damages. 

(i) .  If,  when  the  Tribe  asks  the  Secretary  to  take  land  into  trust:  (A) 
the  Secretary  is  unauthorized  to  take  the  subject  lands  into  trust  as  set 
forth  in  subsection  (c)  of  this  Section;  and  (B)  federal  legislation  is 
not  enacted  within  two  years  of  submission  of  a legislative  proposal  to 
provide  the  Tribe  with  the  lands  in  trust  described  above,  the  Tribe  will 
be  released  from  its  commitment  to  forego  an  action  under  28  U.S.C.  1491 
and  1505  based  on  use  and  occupancy  by  Navajo  families  that  enter  into  an 
Accommodation,  as  provided  in  Section  4(b) (iii).  This  provision  rests  on 
the  Tribe's  assertions  that  it  would  not  have  chosen  to  allow  Navajo 
families  to  remain  on  the  HPL  except  for  the  Secretary's  promise  to  take 
500,000  acres  of  land  into  trust  and  that  the  rent  provided  by  the  Navajo 
Nation  does  not  fully  compensate  the  Tribe  for  its  lost  use  of  Hopi  Lands 
occupied  by  Navajo  families. 

(ii) .  If,  when  the  Tribe  asks  the  Secretary  to  acquire  interspersed 
state  lands:  (A)  the  State  does  not  concur  in  the  sale  of  state  lands 
interspersed  within  the  exterior  boundaries  of  private  lands  acquired  by 
the  Hopi  for  a period  of  at  least  5 years  after  the  Tribe's  request  to 
acquire  specific  interspersed  state  lands;  and  (B)  the  Tribe  has  acquired 
significantly  less  than  500,000  acres  of  land  into  trust  and  does  not  wish 
to  have  additional  private  lands  taken  into  trust,  the  Tribe  will  be 
released  from  its  commitment  to  forego  an  action  under  28  U.S.C.  1491  and 
1505  based  on  use  and  occupancy  of  the  HPL  by  Navajo  families  who  have 
entered  into  an  Accommodation,  as  provided  in  Section  4(b) (iii).  The 
measure  of  damages,  if  any,  should  consider,  inter  alia,  the  consideration 
already  received  by  the  Tribe,  such  as  the  value  of  lands  taken  into  trust 
and  the  value  of  rent  received  from  the  Navajo  Nation  for  use  of  the  HPL. 
This  provision  rests  on  the  Tribe's  assertions  that  (1)  it  would  not  have 
chosen  to  allow  Navajo  families  to  remain  on  the  HPL  except  for  the 
Secretary's  promise  to  take  500,000  acres  of  land  into  trust,  (2)  that  the 
rent  provided  by  the  Navajo  Nation  does  not  fully  compensate  the  Tribe  for 
its  lost  use  of  Hopi  Lands  occupied  by  Navajo  families,  and  (3)  that  it 
may  not  be  practicable  for  the  Tribe  to  acquire  or  manage  500,000  acres  of 
land  in  trust  if  interspersed  state  lands  cannot  be  acquired. 


8.  Agreement  as  to  the  Precedential  Effect  of  the  Ruling  in  the  Damage 
Case:  As  partial  consideration  for  this  Agreement,  the  United  States  and 
the  Tribe  agree  that,  absent  a specific  request  by  a court,  neither  the 
United  States  nor  the  Tribe  will  cite  or  rely  on  the  United  States 
District  Court's  ruling  in  the  Damage  case  for  principles  concerning  the 
trust  responsibility  and  liability  of  the  United  States  in  any  subsequent 
administrative  or  legal  proceedings  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Tribe  involving  the  Hopi  Reservation. 

9.  Assistance  with  Management  of  Resources  and  Enforcement: 

(a) .  The  Secretary  hereby  agrees  that,  commencing  within  one  year  of  the 
signing  of  this  Agreement,  the  HPL  will  be  included  and  considered  in 
Interior's  future  resource  allocations  to  the  Tribe.  The  Secretary  also 
agrees  that,  as  of  one  year  from  the  signing  of  this  Agreement,  to  the 
extent  enforcement  program  resources  provided  to  tribes  by  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  are  linked  to  reservation  acreage  and/or  population,  the 
acreage  of  the  HPL  and  number  of  residents  at  the  homesites  of  the  Navajo 
Accommodation  Signatories  will  be  included  in  determining  future 
allocations  for  the  Tribe. 

(b) .  The  United  States  agrees  that  it  will  assist  the  Tribe  with  its 
management  of  the  lands  taken  into  trust  pursuant  to  this  Agreement  by 
providing  advice  on  management  for  those  lands,  subject  to  the 
availability  of  Phoenix  Area  Office,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  personnel 
(or  its  successor  or  other  appropriately  situated  personnel,  if  any)  to 
perform  this  function. 

(c) .  By  January  1,  2000,  the  Office  of  Navajo  Hopi  Indian  Relocation 
(''ONHIR'')  shall  have  completed  all  of  the  activities  with  regard  to 
voluntary  relocation  of  Navajos  residing  on  the  HPL. 

(d)  . By  February  1,  1997,  the  ONHIR  will  begin  implementing  25  C.F.R. 
700.137,  700.138  and  700.139  (1992  ed.)  on  the  New  Lands  for  all  Navajos 
residing  on  the  HPL  who  are  eligible  for  a replacement  home  from  the  ONHIR 
but  who  have  not  made  timely  application  for  relocation  benefits,  and  have 
not  made  timely  arrangements  for  an  Accommodation  on  the  HPL.  These 
provisions  shall  be  fully  implemented  by  February  1,  2000. 

(e)  . Assurance. --If  the  United  States  fails  to  discharge  the  obligations 
set  forth  in  subsections  (c)  or  (d),  including  for  reason  of  inadequate 
congressional  appropriations,  without  acknowledging  the  validity  of  any 
such  claim  the  Tribe  preserves  any  action  regarding  quiet  possession 
against  the  United  States  arising  out  of  the  use  of  the  HPL  after  February 
1,  2000,  by  any  Navajo  family  eligible  for  an  Accommodation  who  does  not 
enter  into  an  Accommodation. 

(f)  . The  transfer  of  jurisdiction  from  the  BIA  to  the  Hopi  Tribe 
concerning  grazing  on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  will  be  effected  through 
proceedings  in  Hopi  v.  Watt,  Civ.  No.  81-272  PCT-EHC  (D.  Ariz.).  The  BIA 
does  not  contemplate  that  grazing  permits  issued  by  the  BIA  when 
considered  in  conjunction  with  permits  issued  by  the  Tribe  to  Navajo 
residents  of  the  HPL  will  exceed  the  total  number  of  sheep  units  made 
available  to  HPL  Navajos  under  the  Accommodation  Terms. 

10.  Enforcement  of  Settlement  Agreement  and  Costs  and  Attorneys'  Fees: 
The  United  States  and  the  Tribe  hereby  agree  that  the  provisions  of  this 
Settlement  Agreement  shall  be  enforceable  in  either  the  United  States 
Court  of  Federal  Claims  in  Washington,  D.C.,  or  in  the  United  States 
District  Court  in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  as  appropriate.  Both  parties  also 
agree  that  as  to  the  cases  settled  by  this  Agreement  each  party  will  bear 
its  own  costs  and  attorneys'  fees  for  these  cases  (except  as  otherwise 
provided  in  25  U.S.C.  Sec.  Sec.  640d-7(e),  640d-27). 

11.  Settlement  Agreement  Not  Evidence:  The  parties  hereto  agree  that 
this  is  a settlement  of  disputed  claims,  that  the  execution  of  this 
Agreement  and  the  passage  of  consideration  hereunder  shall  not  be 
construed  as  an  admission  of  liability  on  the  part  of  any  party,  and  that 
no  party  shall  assert  that  any  party  has  admitted  liability  to  any  other, 
and  that  such  liability  is  expressly  denied.  This  Agreement  shall  neither 
be  used  as  evidence  nor  construed  in  any  way  whatsoever  as  an  admission  by 
the  United  States  or  the  Tribes  as  to  any  issue  related  to  liability  or 
damages,  but  may  be  used  to  show,  inter  alia,  breach,  or  settlement  or 
release  in  the  Rental,  Damage,  Court  of  Federal  Claims  case  or  Quiet 


Possession  claims. 

12.  Anti-Deficiency  Act:  Any  section  requiring  the  United  States  to 
provide  government  services  and/or  funds  is  subject  to  the  limitations  of 
the  Anti-Deficiency  Act,  31  U.S.C.  1341(a)(1). 

13.  Authority  to  Enter  Agreement:  Each  of  the  signatories  hereto  hereby 
warrants  that  he/she  is  authorized  to  enter  into  this  Agreement  on  behalf 
of  the  party  on  whose  behalf  he/she  has  executed  the  Agreement. 

14.  Counterparts : This  Agreement  can  be  executed  in  counterpart 
originals  and  each  copy  will  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  signed 
by  all  parties. 

15.  Entire  Agreement:  This  Agreement  discharges  the  obligations  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Tribe  to  each  other  in  the  Damage  and  Court  of 
Federal  Claims  cases  and  the  parts  of  the  Rental  case  that  are  being 
compromised  and  settled  and  it  bars  suit  by  the  Tribe  against  the  United 
States  for  a Quiet  Possession  Claim,  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  Sections  4, 

7 and  9.  This  Agreement  supersedes  any  prior  written  or  oral  agreement. 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  parties  hereto  have  executed  this  Agreement. 

For  the  United  States  of  America: 

John  R.  Schmidt,  Associate  Attorney  General,  U.S. 

Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  DC. 

Lois  3.  Schiffer,  Assistant  Attorney  General,  Environment 
and  Natural  Resources  Division,  U.S.  Department  of  Justice, 

Washington,  DC. 

Dated:  December  14,  1995. 

Katherine  W.  Hazard,  Attorney,  Appellate  Section, 

Environment  and  Natural  Resources  Division,  U.S.  Department  of 
Justice,  Washington,  DC. 

Dated:  December  14,  1995. 

Robert  L.  Armstrong,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  U.S. 

Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  DC. 

For  The  Hopi  Indian  Tribe: 

Ferrell  K.  Secakuku,  Chairman  of  the  Hopi  Tribe, 

Kykotsmovi,  AR. 

Dated:  December  14,  1995. 

Tim  Atkeson,  Counsel  for  the  Hopi  Tribe,  Arnold  & Porter, 

Denver,  CO. 

Dated:  December  14,  1995. 

"RE : Message  from  Big  Mountain"  - 

Date:  Sat,  5 Apr  1997  18:48:54  -0700  (MST) 

From:  Rebecca  Lord  <mosa@rapidnet.com> 

Sub j : Message  from  Big  Mountain 

UUCP  email 

April  5,  1997 

Message  From  The  Traditional  Elders  of  the  Navajo  Nation 
Following  the  Forced  Relocation  Deadline 

Greetings  to  each  and  every  one  of  you.  We  want  to  express  our 
deep  gratitude  for  your  consideration  and  your  support.  The  Justice 
Department  has  backed  off  temporarily  and  they  will  wait  until  the  dust  has 
settled  down  and  they  will  come  at  us  again.  We  thought  no  one  would  come 
to  help  us.  All  four  colors  came.  We  wept  and  cried  with  the  joy  of 
support  of  the  people.  Now  the  Justice  Department  is  taking  their 
inventory  on  how  many  signed  out  of  fear.  We  ask  everyone  to  continue  the 
Red  Alert  for  the  next  90  days.  We  are  having  many  meetings.  We  try  to 
stay  unified. 

Again,  we  thank  you  all  and  ask  you  to  continue  faxing  and  phoning  and 
communicating  on  our  behalf. 

Many  Blessings, 

Ruth  Benally-  Medicine  Lady 

Grace  Smith  Yellow  Hammer,  spokesperson  for  the  Traditional  Dineh ' 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Besides  phoning  Clinton,  Janet  Reno  and  Bruce  Babbitt  and  Ferrell  Sekakuku 


we  also  ask  you  to  please  phone  and  write  the  Relocation  Commission  Office. 
There  is  no  Chairman  but  Michael  McAllister,  Director  of  Management,  201 
E. Birch,  Suite  77  P.0.  Box  KK,  Flaggstaff  AZ  86002,  Phone.  520  779-2721 
ext.  18 

E-mail:  President  Clinton  : president@whitehouse.gov 
Bruce  Babbitt  : bbabbitt@ios.doi.gov 
For  further  updates  and  messages  from  Elders: 

Native  American  Alerts:  http://www.sonic.net/~esfuture/ 

+ * ~ ~ ~ + /V,  -J-  * /N/  + * /N/  + * /N,  + * /V.  + ~ -j-  * /N*  + * /N/  + * /N/  + * /N/  + /X,  + * /V.  + * /V.  + * /N/  + * /N/  + ~ + * /N,  + * /V.  + * /X,  + * + 

"When  we  walk  upon  Mother  Earth,  we  always  plant  our  feet  carefully 
because  we  know  the  faces  of  our  future  generations  are  looking 
up  at  us  from  beneath  the  ground.  We  never  forget  them." 

-Oren  Lyons,  Onondaga  Nation 

* + * /v.  + * /v.  -|-  * /v.  -|-  * /v.  -|-  * /v.  -J-  ^ /n/  + * /n/  + * KJ  -j-  * /»,  -J-  * r\,  -J-  * /v»  -|-  ^ /v»  -|-  * /v.  + * ^ /v»  + * /n,  -J-  ^ /n/  + * /s,  -|-  * r*j  -j-  * /v»  -J-  ^ /v» + /x/  * 

Rebecca  Michele  Lord  * http://www.ratical.com/  * mosa@rapidnet.com 
+*+  +*+  +*+  +*+  +*+  +*+ 

"RE : Legal  Battle  Over  Land"  

Date:  Mon,  7 Apr  1997  22:13:49  -0600 
From:  Navajo  Nation  <rezman@infomagic . com> 

Sub j : Navajo/Hopi:  Legal  battle  over  Land  - Summary 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

The  following  legal  summary  is  submitted  by  the  Navajo-Flopi  Land 
Commission  Office,  an  office  of  the  Navajo  Nation  that  deals  with  the 
Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute.  Any  questions  on  the  manner  can  be  submitted 
to  the  Navajo  Nation  Press  Office,  520-871-7919  or  Navajo-Hopi  Land 
Commission  Office  at  (520)  871-6441. 

The  following  is  from  page  6 of  a written  testimony  before  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  by  Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  General  Lois  I. 
Schiffer,  Environment  and  Natural  Resources  Division,  in  which  she 
footnotes  the  legal  battles  arising  over  claims  by  both  Navajo  and  Hopi 
Tribes  to  the  1882  and  1934  Reservations  in  northern  Arizona. 

She  writes: 

"This  controversy  has  generated  more  than  35  years 
of  continuous  legal  battles  involving  the  Tribes  and 
the  United  States.  The  following,  while  not  exhaustive, 
lists  litigation  spawned  by  disputes  over  the  1882 
Reservation  since  1958:  Peabody  Coal  Company  v.  Navajo 
Nation,  75  F.3d  457  (9th  Cir.  1996);  Hopi  Tribe  v. 

Navajo  Tribe,  46  F.3d  908  (9th  Cir.  1995)  (BIA's 
homesite  and  grazing  rental  determinations);  Attakai  v. 

United  States,  21  F.3d  1111  (9th  Cir.  1994);  Masayesva 
v.  Zah,  816  F.  Supp.  1387  (D.  Ariz.  1992);  Benally  v. 

Hodel,  940  F.2d  1994  (9th  Cir.  1991);  Manygoats  v. 

Office  of  Navajo  and  Hopi  Indian  Relocation,  735  F. 

Supp.  949  (D.  Ariz.  1990);  Bedoni  v.  Navajo-Hopi 
Relocation  Commission,  878  F.2d  1119  (9th  Cir.  1989); 

Begay  v.  United  States,  865  F.2d  230  (Fed.  Cir.  1989); 

Manybeads  v.  United  States,  730  F.  Supp.  1515  (D.  Ariz. 

1989),  9th  Cir.  No.  90-15003  (appeal  pending)  (First 
Amendment  suit  by  Navajo  residents  of  HPL  challenging 
the  relocation  requirement  as  unconstitutional); 

Masayesva  v.  Zah,  No.  58-579  PCT  ECH  (D.  Ariz.  1993), 

9th  Cir.  No.  90-15304  (appeal  pending)  (contempt  action 
for  illegal  construction  by  Navajo  residents);  Secakuku 
v.  Hale,  No.  76-934  (D.  Ariz.  1993),  9th  Cir.  Nos.  94- 
17032,  95-15029  (damages  to  HPL  range  from  overgrazing 
by  Navajo  livestock  prior  to  partitioning);  Masayesva 
v.  Hale,  No.  76-936  PCT  ECH  (D.  Ariz.  1993),  9th  Cir. 

No.  94-17022  (appeal  pending)  (damages  for  use  of  Hopi 
Tribe's  share  of  the  Joint  Use  Area  by  Navajo  livestock 
from  1962-1979);  Secakuku  v.  Hale,  No.  58-579  (D.  Ariz. 


1993) , 9th  Cir.  Nos.  94-17031,  95-15015,  (appeal 
pending)  (owelty  for  difference  in  value  of  the  divided 
Hoint  Use  Area);  Hopi  Tribe  v.  Navajo  Nation,  Nos.  85- 
801  PHX  and  87-1966  PHX  (D.  Ariz.)  (ongoing  challenges 
to  various  annual  BIA  rental  determinations);  Hopi 
Tribe  v.  United  States,  Nos.  319-84-L,  320-84-L,  321- 
84-L,  651-89L  (Ct.  Fed.  Cl.,  pending)  (penalties  and 
damages  for  unpermitted  Navajo  livestock  use  of  the 
HPL) ; Zee  v.  Watt,  Civ.  83-200  PCT  EHC  (D.  Ariz.) 

(dismissed  March  29,  1985);  Walker  v.  Navajo-Hopi 
Indian  Relocation  Commission,  728  F.2d  1276  (9th  Cir. 

1984),  cert,  denied,  469  U.S.  918  (1984);  Hopi  v.  Watt, 

719  F . 2d  314  (9th  Cir.  1983);  Sidney  v.  Zah,  718  F.2d 
1453  (9th  Cir.  1983);  Zah  v.  Clark,  Civ.  No.  83-1753  BB 
(D.  N.M.,  filed  Nov.  27,  1983);  Sekaquaptewa  v. 

MacDonald,  626  F.2d  113  (9th  Cir.  1980);  Sekaquaptewa 
v.  MacDonald,  619  F.2d  801  (9th  Cir.),  cert,  denied, 

449  U.S.  1010  (1980);  Sekaquaptewa  v.  MacDonald,  591 
F.2d  1289  (9th  Cir.  1979);  Sekaquaptewa  v.  MacDonald, 

575  F . 2d  239  (9th  Cir.  1978);  Sekaquaptewa  v. 

MacDonald,  544  F.2d  396  (9th  Cir.  1976),  cert,  denied, 

430  U.S.  931  (1977);  Hamilton  v.  MacDonald,  503  F.2d 
1138  (9th  Cir.  1974);  United  States  v.  Kabinto,  456 
F . 2d  1087  (9th  Cir.),  cert,  denied,  409  U.S.  842 
(1972);  Hamilton  v.  Nakai,  453  F.2d  152  (9th  Cir.), 
cert,  denied,  406  U.S.  945  (1972);  Sidney  v.  Navajo 
Tribe,  Nos.  76-934,  935,  936  PHX  EHC  (D.  Ariz.,  filed 
Dec.  15,  1976);  Healing  v.  Hones  (II),  210  F.  Supp.  125 
(D.  Ariz.  1962),  aff'd,  373  U.S.  758  (1963);  Healing  v. 

Hones  (I),  174  F.  Supp.  211  (D.  Ariz.  1959),  aff'd,  373 
U.S.  758  (1963) . 1 1 

This  'land  dispute'  has  spanned  six  leaders  of  the  Navajo  Nation,  from 
1954  to  1997. 

Paul  Hones,  Chairman,  Navajo  Tribal  Council  1954-58,  1958-62 
Raymond  Nakai,  Chairman,  Navajo  Tribal  Council  1962-1970 
Peter  MacDonald,  Chairman,  Navajo  Tribal  Council  1970-82,  1986-89 
Peterson  Zah,  Chairman,  Navajo  Tribal  Council,  1982-1986 
Peter  MacDonald,  Chairman,  Navajo  Tribal  Council,  1986-89 
Leonard  Haskie,  Interim  President,  Navajo  Tribal  Council,  1989-1990 
Peterson  Zah,  President,  Navajo  Tribal  Council,  1991-1994 
Albert  Hale,  President,  Navajo  Tribal  Council,  1994  to  present 

"RE : Little  Big  Horn  Petition"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Apr  1997  10:55:16  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Ann  Follette  <afls+@andrew. emu . edu> 

Sub j : LITTLE  BIG  HORN  PETITION 

UUCP  email  (Editorial  Comment:  This  is  posted  so  you  can  see  just  how 

tolerant  the  dominant  society  isn't.] 

This  was  found  on  the  civil  war  b-board  yesterday.  Maybe  you'd  like 
to  print  this? 

From:  "Robert  A.  Wright"  <rawright@micron . net> 

Subject:  Little  Big  Horn  Petition 
Date:  Mon,  31  Mar  1997  18:29:52  -0700 

Hello : 

Now  that  I have  everyone's  attention,  I would  like  to  inform  all  of  you 
of  a petition  that  I think  everyone  should  consider  signing  onto.  It 
has  to  do  with  the  recent  goings  on  at  the  Little  Big  Horn  Battlefield 
National  Monument ...  such  as  desecration  of  the  mass  grave  in  a Park 
Service  sanctioned  Indian  "ceremony",  in  which  the  Indians  were  allowed 
to  DANCE!!  on  the  mass  grave,  hit  the  markers  with  sticks,  and  etc. 

If  you,  too,  find  these  actions  insulting  and  disrespectful,  and  wish  to 


see  the  attached  petition,  and  sign  it;  click  on  the  attachment. 

Print  it  out,  and  then  sign  it.  All  original  copies  of  signatures  must 
be  sent  to: 

Custer/Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  Advocate 

P.0.  Box  792 

Malibu,  CA  90265-0792 

The  Advocate  intends  to  present  these  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  also  compile  a list  of  signatories;  this  list  will  accompany 
copies  of  the  petition  sent  to  other  public  officials. 

Why  not  send  a blank  copy  to  your  Senators  and  Congressman  and  ask  them 
to  sign  it--or  take  action  on  it?  If  they  don't,  demand  to  know  why! 

Remember:  the  administration  of  the  Battlefield  can  be  reformed  ONLY  if 
individuals  in  positions  of  power  can  be  persuaded  that  our  cause  is 
just,  and  that  we  have  measure  of  popular  support.  It  is  up  to  US  to 
persuade  them- -because  if  we  don't  do  it,  nobody  else  will. 

THE  ADVOCATE  has  no  relationship  whatsoever  with  the 

Custer  Battlefield  Historical  and  Museum  Association. 

OVER  THEIR  DEAD  BODIES? 

"Asked  whether,  under  his  leadership,  it  might  seem  that  Indians  are 
gloating  over  their  victory,  he  [Supt.  Baker]  said,  'That's  right.  It's 
about  time. ' " 

-New  York  Times,  Dune  23,  1996 

PETITION 

To  the  Honorable  William  Defferson  Clinton,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Armed 
Forces : 

We,  the  following  signatories  — including  U.S.  veterans, 
historians,  and  blood  relatives  of  men  who  fought,  suffered  wounds, 
or  died  while  in  United  States  service  during  the  Battle  of  the 
Little  Bighorn  River,  Dune  25,  1876,  do  submit  the  following: 

WHEREAS  on  Dune  25,  1996,  the  mass  grave  of 
approximately  200  United  States  soldiers  at  the  Little  Bighorn 
(formerly  Custer)  Battlefield  National  Monument  was  desecrated  in  a 
premeditated,  organized,  and  dastardly  fashion,  with  the  collusion  of 
United  States  government  officials  belonging  to  the  National  Park 
Service;  and  Whereas  such  desecration  has  occurred  in  previous  years 
with  no  interference  from  Park  Service  officials; 

and  Whereas  this  situation  reflects  the  deterioration  in 
the  administration  of  the  Little  Bighorn  (formerly  Custer)  Battlefield 
National  Monument,  due  to  the  cowardice  and  ineptitude  of  Park  Service 
officials  who  have  shown  themselves  incompetent  to  protect  or  administer 
this  national  treasure,  we  hereby  petition  for  the  following  measures: 

1.  We  demand  that  Mr.  Gerard  Baker,  presently 
Superintendent,  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield  National  Monument,  be 
removed  from  office  immediately,  for  the  following  reasons: 

He  has  in  previous  years  promoted  the  mass  grave  of 
said  U.S.  soldiers  to  be  danced  upon,  hit  with  sticks,  and  altogether 
desecrated  by  participants  in  a so-called  ~victory~  dance,  to  the 
disgrace  of  the  United  States  government;  and  in  the  year  1996  actively 
organized  and  orchestrated  such  desecration,  while  attempting  to  cast 
discredit  on  private  citizens  conducting  a memorial  service  for  the  slain 
U.S.  soldiers. 

He  has  openly  proclaimed  that  it  is  ~time~  for  American 
Indians  to  -gloat-  over  the  annihilation  of  soldiers  of  the  U.S.  Army  at 
the  battle,  many  of  said  soldiers-  mutilated  remains  being  buried  in  the 
mass  grave — an  abhorrent  and  disgusting  sentiment  wholly  inappropriate 
to  the  alleged  guardian  of  a National  Cemetery. 

He  has  presided  over  a three-day,  so-called  -commemoration- 
of  the  Battle  in  which  the  United  States  government  gave  no  recognition 
to  its  own  soldiers. 

He  has  contrived  to  exclude  blacks,  whites,  and  all 
non-Indians  from  conducting  bus  tours  in  this  National  Park,  thus 
illegally  discriminating  against  them  on  the  basis  of  race,  while 
tolerating  incompetent  bus  tour  guides  who  meet  his  racial 
qualifications . 


He  has  ~reconstructed~  historic  rifle  pits  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  destroy  their  historical  value  and  appearance,  and 
He  has  worsened  race  relationships,  and  heightened 
racial  tensions  at  the  Battlefield,  while  exhibiting  an  obsession  with 
race  and  an  attitude  toward  history  more  closely  resembling  that 
of  a Fascist  or  other  totalitarian  than  an  employee  of  a liberal, 
democratic  society,  and  totally  disqualifying  him  from  the  occupation  of 
such  a sensitive  post. 

2.  We  further  demand  that  a bipartisan  government  panel  be 
appointed  to  investigate  Park  Service  administration  of  the  Battlefield 
from  the  years  1987  to  1996  inclusive,  including  its  systematic 
misrepresentations  to  Congress,  its  tolerance  of  vandalism,  its  history 
of  racial  discrimination,  its  poor  management,  and  its  obsession  with 
imposing  political  ideology  on  the  Battlefield,  to  the  detriment  of 
scholarship  and  the  best  interest  of  the  American  public. 

3.  Lastly,  we  urge  you,  in  your  capacity  as  Commander-in-Chief, 
to  place  an  executive  moratorium  on  any  new  construction  on  the 
elevation  known  as  Custer  or  Last  Stand  Hill,  until  such  time  as 
Congress  may  place  permanent  limitations  on  monument  construction,  so 
that  the  mass  grave  and  its  immediate  environment  may  be  protected;  to 
declare  a protection  zone  of  approximately  300  yards,  radiating  outward 
from  the  center  of  the  current  grave  marker;  and  to  declare  that  final 
authorization  to  place  a proposed  Indian  monument  should  be  made  only 
after  consultation  with  concerned  citizen~s  groups,  including  the  Custer 
Battlefield  Preservation  Committee  and  the  Custer  Battlefield  Historical 
and  Museum  Association. 

We  hold  that  such  measures  are  necessary  in  order  to  save  the 
Battlefield  from  its  ostensible  protectors,  and  to  act  in  accordance 
with  our  fundamental  premise — that  there  is  no  right  to  desecrate  the 
grave  of  an  American  soldier,  by  anyone,  at  any  time. 

SIGNATORIES: 

cc:  Bruce  Babbitt  General  H.  Norman  Schwartzkopf , USA  (Ret.) 
Roger  Kenndy,  NPS  General  Colin  Powell,  USA  (Ret.) 

John  Cook,  NPS  Various  Legislators,  Journalists,  etc. 

"RE : Dine  Radiation  Exposure"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Apr  1997  07:48:06  -0500 

From:  "Kathie  Tennery"  <cwpub@visuallink. com> 

Sub j : (Fwd)  Dine'  CARE/Radiation  Exposure  Compensation  Act 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Tue,  1 Apr  1997  18:25:52  -1000 

From:  Lori  Goodman  <73520. 673@CompuServe.C0M> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

Date:  April  1,  1997  Contact:  Anna  Frazier  Phone: 

(520)  657-3291  Fax:  (520)  657-3319  DINE'  CARE  SEEKS 

AMENDMENTS  TO  RECA,  SUPPORTS  URVC'S  REQUEST 
FOR  FUNDING  FROM  THE  NAVAJO  NATION  COUNCIL. 

DILKON  --  Navajo  Nation  Environmental  group.  Dine'  CARE  applauds  a 
recent  move  by  the  Clinton  Administration's  to  broaden  the  current 
compensation  program  for  uranium  miners.  Under  the  Radiation  Exposure 
Compensation  Act  (RECA),  passed  in  1990,  families  of  Navajo  men 
poisoned  while  mining  or  milling  uranium  from  1947  through  1971  are 
eligible  for  compensation  from  the  federal  government,  but  so  far, 
few  have  found  any  relief.  In  addition,  many  of  the  health  risks 
caused  by  the  mines  may  still  be  affecting  the  Navajo  people. 

Late  last  Friday,  the  administration  announced  that  they  would 
broaden  the  Radiation  Exposure  Compensation  Act  so  that  it  is 
inclusive  of  uranium  miners  previously  left  out.  Dine'  CARE  and  Navajo 
Uranium  Radiation  Victims  Committee  (URVC)  members  believe  that  this 
is  a critical  time  for  the  victims  of  uranium  mining  on  Navajo  land. 

"The  doors  to  amending  RECA  have  been  opened,"  said  Earl  Tulley,  a 
member  of  the  Dine'  CARE  organization.  "Previous  attempts  to  bring 
restitution  to  Navajo  uranium  mining  victims  had  been  ineffectual." 


URVC  had  previously  obtained  the  services  of  Attorney  E.  Cooper 
Brown,  an  expert  in  radiation  victim  compensation.  In  the  past  ten 
years,  Mr.  Brown  has  generously  worked  on  a pro  bono  basis  and  thus 
unable  to  devote  the  full  attention  that  this  critical  problem 
deserves . 

"This  is  why  we  are  asking  for  funding  from  the  Navajo  Nation 
Council,"  added  Mr.  Tulley,  "He  is  an  expert  and  his  services  are 
needed.  Dust  as  we  consult  with  medicine  people  for  their  specific 
speciality  to  perform  a specific  ceremony,  this  is  no  different." 

To  ensure  that  justice  is  attained  for  Navajo  uranium  radiation 
victims,  the  cause  will  need  energetic,  qualified  and  capable 
individuals  to  do  the  work.  In  the  past  16  years,  URVC  President,  Mr. 
Philip  Harrison,  has  donated  large  amounts  of  his  time  advocating  on 
behalf  of  Navajo  people.  Both  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr.  E.  Cooper  Brown, 
attorney  from  Washington,  D.C.,  have  stated  their  willingness  to 
officially  represent  the  Navajo  Nation,  to  address  the  life  and  death 
issue  of  radiation,  and  bring  relief  to  people,  by  reforming  the 
Radiation  Exposure  Compensation  Act. 

Recently,  Mr.  Brown  traveled  to  the  Navajo  Nation  at  his  own  expense 
with  the  hopes  of  raising  Council  funds  to  complete  this  work,  which 
no  one  has  addressed.  According  to  Tulley,  URVC  as  the  advocate  for 
defending  the  uranium  miners  played  a lead  role  in  the  enactment  of 
RECA  and  maintaining  dialogue  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Dustice  to 
implement  a more  culturally-  appropriate  program  of  compensation  for 
victims . 

Group  members  believe  it  is  important  that  the  work  begin 
immediately.  Since  Nov.  4,  when  hundreds  of  Navajo  people  gathered  at 
a "People's  Forum",  held  in  Window  Rock,  AZ  to  voice  their  support 
for  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr.  Brown,  three  more  Navajo  uranium  miners 
have  died. 

Tulley  added  that  the  time  frame  for  amending  RECA  is  short.  "In 
order  to  get  onto  the  Congressional  agenda  for  the  next  two  years, 
while  President  Clinton  is  still  in  office,  the  work  needs  to  be 
happening  now,"  Tulley  warned.  "If  we  miss  this  chance,  we  would  be 
taking  a chance  of  trying  to  work  with  an  unfavorable  Republican 
administration  in  two  to  four  years." 

Navajo  President  Hale  has  expressed  support.  "In  November,  I met 
with  the  Navajo  Uranium  Radiation  Victims  Committee  and  assured  them 
that  I would  seeks  funds  for  their  efforts  to  amend  RECA  and  bring 
environmental  justice  to  Navajoland,"  he  recently  wrote  to  the 
Navajo  Nation  Council. 

Former  U.S.  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Stuart  Udall  also  has  endorsed 
Mr.  Harrison  and  his  efforts,  in  a letter  to  the  Navajo  Nation 
Council,  which  noted  his  accomplishments. 

— "RE:  Religious  Freedom"  

Date:  Sat,  29  Mar  97  11:38:22  -0800 

From:  "Lorraine  T.  Cloonan"  <cloonan@sedona . net> 

Sub j : Religious  Freedom  - Update 

Submitted  to  http://www.nanews.org  [Editorial  Comment:  Does  this 

address  the  concerns?] 

The  attached  document  is  a reply  to  questions  raised  to  our  please  for 
help  on  org. native. 

Any  assistance  you  could  provide  would  be  appreciated. 

The  following  is  a response  to  questions  raised  on  alt. native.  The 
original  posting  "HELP!  Re:  Religious  Freedom"  may  be  found  at 
http : //members . aol . com/ spikegrtz/mw44/ rights . htm 
http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ emerg/main . html 
Mitakuye  Oyasin 

+++  Reply  from  Duke  Doseph  Big  Feather  +++ 

We  appreciate  your  concerns  on  this  issue.  We  are  happy  to  know 


that  people  such  as  you  are  watching.  We  wish  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  clarify  a few  items 

1.  The  Two-Feathers  Medicine  Clan  is  inter-tribal . Most  of  our 
people  are  enrolled  in  various  nations  throughout  the  U.S.,  Canada 
and  Mexico.  We  want  to  make  note  that  we  also  have  a large 
extended  family. 

2.  We  were  an  underground  organization  until  1980.  Most  elders 
that  knew  about  us  before  1980  would  not  openly  discuss  their 
knowledge  of  us.  I believe  that  if  you  would  now  check  with  some 
of  the  "old  elders",  you  would  find  very  positive  information  on  us. 

3.  The  Two  Feathers  Medicine  Clan  and  the  Native  American 
Church  of  Itzachilatlan  are  aligned  and  the  church  is  federally 
acknowledged  and  located  in  Chicago,  not  southern  Illinois. 

4.  Southern  Illinois  is  the  location  of  the  All  My  Relations 
Sundance,  which  is  sanctioned  by  more  than  one  nation,  group, 
medicine  man,  or  Sundance  chief.  Many  of  our  people  have 
danced  at  Big  Mountain,  Freetown,  MA.,  Rosebud,  Mexico  and 
Tahos,  to  name  just  a few. 

5.  The  two  men  arrested  in  Southern  Illinois  are  members  of  the 
Native  American  Church  of  Itzachilatlan  in  Chicago. 

I am  confident  that  you  understand  why  we  will  not  give  any  more 
detailed  information  over  the  Internet.  I'm  sure  you  will  agree  it's 
not  the  place. 

Documents  are  important.  It  is  important  that  natives  are  enrolled 
We  don't  want  to  loose  sight  of  the  issue  about  Senate  Bill  1021, 
and  it's  impact  on  possession  of  sacred  objects,  such  as  hawk 
feathers . 

The  issue  is:  our  brothers  and  sisters  to  the  North  and  South  of  u 
and  even  some  of  those  within  this  country. 

+ A full-blood  Aztec  chief  may  not  practice  his  religion  in  our 
country,  nor  may  he  carry  anything  *sacred*  to  him  which  may  be 
used  in  prayer  or  ceremony. . 

+ A young  man  under  the  age  of  18  may  not  participate  in 
Sundance  if  he  is  not  registered  in  the  U.S. 

+ Our  own  relations  within  this  country  who  have  applied  for  and 
not  yet  received  government  'approval' 

All  of  these  situations  leave  people  (our  relations)  open  to  arrest 
fines  and/or  imprisonment. 

We  are  asking  you  to  review  the  information  that  was  posted  on 
the  net.  It  goes  far  beyond  all  of  us.  The  Creator  gave  us  these 
ways  to  protect  and  that  we  must  do. 

We  need  to  Unite.  When  we  work  together  we  are  strong.  When 
we  fight  within,  we  weaken  ourselves  and  loose  before  we  begin. 

We  ask  for  your  support,  if  you  feel  as  we  do. 

Thank  you, 

in  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse 
Duke  Joseph  Big  Feather 
Spiritual  Leader 
Two  Feathers  Medicine  Clan 

submitted  by  Laurie  Cloonan 

on  behalf  of  Duke  Joseph  Big  Feather 
please  submit  comments  and  questions  to: 
cloonan@sedona . net 

"RE : Educational  Opinion"  

Date:  Sun,  16  Mar  1997  14:47:16  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Educational  Opinion 

UUCP  email 

Education  can  be  traced  back  to  3,000-4,000  years  ago  to 
Mesopotamia  and  Egypt,  that  spread  throughout  Europe  before 


it  reached  America  somewhere  around  the  time  period  of  1647 
in  Massachusetts , where  a law  was  passed  marking  the  probable 
first  beginning  of  American  Public  Education,  an  education 
of  ministry  however,  to  wit  said  education  at  that  time  was 
arranged  around  religious  reference  of  European  origin,  a 
system,  in  later  years,  strongly  enforced  upon  Indian  people, 
in  order  to  distort  and  destroy  their  culture  and  belief's. 

The  history  of  this  country  only  consist  of  505  years,  and  for 
the  most  part  is  a dark  and  ugly  history  regarding  the  Indian, 
and  does  not  detail  the  importance  of  the  culture,  education 
and  religion,  that  has  in  fact  been  utilized  towards  the 
enhancement  of  life  for  centuries  prior  to  the  introduction 
of  basic  education  as  it  is  known  today. 

Did  in  fact  Indian  people  protest  education  being  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  new  world?  Some  yes,  some  no. 

Example:  Quote:  "In  1744,  after  the  Treaty  of  Lancaster  in 
Pennsylvania  between  the  government  of  Virginia  and  the  Six 
Nations,  the  Virginia  Commissioners  offered  to  the  Chiefs  to 
educate  six  of  their  sons  at  a college  in  Williamsburg,  Virginia. 
They  received  this  reply:  Several  of  our  young  people  were 
formerly  brought  up  at  the  colleges  of  the  Northern  Provinces; 
they  were  instructed  in  all  of  your  sciences;  but  when  they 
came  back  to  us,  they  were  bad  runners;  ignorant  of  every  means 
of  living  in  the  woods;  unable  to  bear  either  cold  or  hunger; 
knew  neither  how  to  build  a cabin,  take  a deer,  or  kill  an 
enemy;  spoke  our  language  imperfectly;  were  therefore  neither 
fit  for  hunters,  warriors,  or  counsellors;  they  were  good  for 
nothing.  We  are  however  not  the  less  obliged  by  your  kind  offer, 
though  we  decline  accepting  it;  And  to  make  our  grateful  sense  of 
it,  if  the  gentlemen  of  Virginia  will  send  us  a dozen  of  their 
sons,  we  will  take  care  of  their  education,  instruct  them  in 
all  we  know  and  make  men  of  them."  End  Quote. 

[F.S.  Cohens  Handbook  of  Federal  LAw, p.238] 

Two  unique  forms  of  educations  evolved  between  two  races  of 
people,  although,  one  race  had  no  valid  interest  in  the 
education  of  the  other,  and  like  wise  for  the  other. 

Today,  in  our  endeavor  to  maintain  our  culture  and  belief's, 
we'd  like  to  think,  that  we  can  educate  our  youth  and  future 
generations  with  such  teachings,  however,  it  seems  that 
such  an  endeavor  will  not  be  fully  arrived  at  to  where  truth 
can  be  elaborated  on,  since  the  society  and  government  are 
still  promoting  their  history  as  truth,  and  to  where  they  now 
have  the  assistance  of  new  age  people  and  the  likes,  who 
have  the  desire  to  distort  and  destroy  values  that  mean  the 
continued  effort  of  passing  on  the  culture  and  religion  of 
our  ancestor's,  will  be  viewed  as  to  having  no  sincere  value. 

I would  hope,  that  people  who  find  preserving  and  protecting 
the  culture  and  religion  necessary  as  well  as  important,  will 
take  care  to  understand  the  educational  value  that  is  in  fact 
of  great  importance  within  this  endeavor,  and  will  not  pave 
further  respects  to  include  theories  and  philosophies  of 
foreign  respect  to  values  that  are  way  older  than  the  history 
of  this  country,  way  older  than  the  belief's  of  foreign 
belief's,  and  realize  that  truth  is  a recognized  factor  that 
needs  to  be  utilized  to  safeguard  what  hasn't  already  been 
distorted  and  destroyed  of  our  ancestor's  culture  and  religion 
that  we  their  rightful  descendants  use  today  in  manner  such  as 
they  did  so  long  ago. 

Help  preserve  the  education  of  the  culture  and  religion  of  your 
ancestor's.  Safeguard  it  from  being  exploited  by  money  hungry 
individuals,  group  organizations,  and  most  of  all  the  U.S. 
Government.  Tomorrow  is  our  childrens  future,  let  them  enjoy 
what  we  have  been  able  to  enjoy,  but  please,  do  not  let  them 
have  the  false  culture  and  religion  being  advocated  for  money, 
but  let  them  have  a culture  and  religion  that  will  enhance  their 


well  being  as  a person  and  member  of  a unique  community  within 
the  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Native  American  Indian.  Be  a voice, 
be  strong  within  your  heart,  soul  and  mind.  Become  a value  to 
your  people,  and  to  your  ancestor's  who  have  gone  before  you,  and 
help  preserve  and  protect  the  Traditional  values  of  the  culture 
and  religion.  Help  stop  those  who  exploit  it.  We  shall  live  and 
so  shall  our  ways,  and  the  two  worlds  can  survive  in  unity. . . 

My  opinion  is  expressed  of  this  matter,  to  only  allow  some 
sort  of  understanding  towards  education  which  is  a value, 
whether  it  be  of  a tribal  nature  or  of  the  class  room,  for 
our  young  people  need  both  and  we  must  make  sure  of  their  future, 
and  we  can  do  this,  only  if  it  is  within  our  hearts  to  prove 
that  both  educations  are  of  value  and  can  be  used  apart  from 
one  another,  for  when  mixed,  they  add  confusion  and  this  we 
have  seen  and  know  about,  and  I only  hope  that  together  we 
can  share  a common  goal  and  work  towards  paving  a genuine  path 
to  tomorrows  future  for  our  youth  and  future  generations. 

Thank  you. 

By 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra.net 
Elko  Indian  Colony 
Elko,  Nevada 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

"When  I die,  my  enemies  will  be  under  me." 

"Kintpuash" 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

— "RE:  Poem:  Breeze"  

Date:  Tue,  14  Ian  1997  09:02:47  -0800 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (lohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Picture  up  on  OSU  Library  WEB  page 

UUCP  email 

To  all. 

Well,  if  you  want  to  see  Breeze  and  me,  25  yrs  ago,  go  to: 
Http: //www. library . okstate. edu /dept /hs s/berry/ 


Breeze 

With  a whinny,  you  greeted  me,  near  grandmother's  barn, 
your  Appaloosa  spots,  shinning,  against  the  wood. 

Chuffing,  breath  frosting,  feet  stamping, 
you  welcomed  me,  in  dawn's  reds  and  purples. 

Blanket  and  saddle  on  your  back,  and  bridle, 
you  bore  willingly,  because  I asked  it. 

We  shared  our  breath,  frosting  in  the  early, 
because  Grandfather  said,  it  should  always  be  so. 

Always  good  medicine,  moving  together, 
on  mornings  journey,  into  dawning  light. 

Then  with  easy  motions,  almost  dancing, 

we  were  away,  across  the  steaming  ground,  as  one. 

Sun  streaming,  day  warming,  our  blood  came  up, 
and  we  flew  across  the  land,  like  your  name. 

No  limits  then,  the  day  was  new, 
as  we  were  renewed,  in  the  old  way. 


Your  people  and  mine,  traveling  together. 


each  day  seeing  the  journey,  continue. 


Horse  named  Breeze... 

John  Berry 
Oklahoma,  1996 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  97/03/31  03:25 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  <dfsanders@genie.com> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  13-19 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

13 

If  you  want  to  hear  the  secret  voice  of  the  wind,  ka  makani, 
you  must  first  learn  to  listen. 

14 

In  your  time  upon  this  earth,  remember  to  walk  with  dignity. 

15 

Whale  song  calls  me  in  my  dreams. 

16 

The  luminescence  of  the  ocean  at  night  glows  like  Pele's 
fire  upon  the  sands. 

17 

The  land  is  perpetuated  in  life. 

18 

Whisper  to  the  wind  your  secret  longings. 

19 

The  blossoms  of  the  shower  tree  form  a golden  lace  upon  the  green  gras 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  10  April  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Wed,  02  Apr  1997  15:35:30  +0100 

From:  nap@HUGSEl.HARVARD.EDU 

Sub j : Harvard  University  Powwow  (please  fwd) 

Annual 

HARVARD 

UNIVERSITY 

POWWOW 

Saturday,  May  3,  1997 

Grand  Entry  at  Noon.  Ends  at  5:00  p.m. 

Harvard  Yard  (Sever  Quad) 

Cambridge,  MA 

See  photos  on  our  website 

http : //hugs el . harvard . edu/~nap/ 

Emcee:  Bruce  Curliss  (Nipmuc) 


Host  Drum:  Young  Blood  Singers  (NY) 

Guest  Drum:  White  Pine  Singers  (Passamaquoddy) 

Co-Arena  Directors:  Andrew  Lee  (Seneca),  MPP  '96  and 
Brian  Anderson  (Southern  Ute),  '00 
Featuring  Hoop  Dancer  Rafael  Ebron  (Hupa) 

All  drums  and  dancers  are  welcome. 

Free  and  open  to  the  public.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

For  more  information,  call  the 

Harvard  University  Native  American  Program  at  (617)  495-4923. 

Sponsored  by  the  Harvard  University  Native  American  Program  P Native 
Americans  at  Harvard-Radcliffe  P Office  for  the  Arts  at 
arvard-Radcliffe  P 

Student  Association  Cabinet  at  HGSEPHarvard  Foundation  for  Intercultural 
and  Race  Relations  P Student  Affairs  Office  at  the  Harvard  Graduate 
chool 

of  Education  P Native  American  Law  Students'  Association  P Harvard 
Indigenous  Peoples  P DuBois  Society  P MIT  AISES/Native  Student 
Association 

Native  American  Health  Organization  at  HMS 


Harvard  University  Native  American  Program 

Read  House,  Appian  Way 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

(617)  495-4923 

fax  (617)  496-3312 

WWW  site:  http://hugsel.harvard.edu/~nap/ 


Date:  Thu,  3 Apr  1997  10:47:02  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "Carey  E.  Purnell"  <careyj@u. Washington. edu> 

Sub j : University  of  Washington  Pow-Wow 

For  anyone  who  happens  to  be  in  the  area,  (Seattle,  Washington), 
First  Nations  at  the  UW  is  having  their  Annual  Spring  Pow-wow, 
April  11,  12,  and  13  at  the  Hec  Edmundson  Pavilion. 

HONOR  DRUMS  HOST  DRUMS 

Dancing  Eagle  Southern:  Yellow  Jacket,  Ignacio,  CO 

Nec  Perce  Nation  Northern:  Red  Bull,  Saskatchewan,  Canada 

Wild  Rose 
Red  Stone 

All  Drums  Welcome! 

MC:  Otis  Halfmoon 

Arena  Director:  Arnold  Little  Head 

Head  Man:  Ruben  Twin,  Dr. 

Head  Woman:  Sonya  Desse 

Head  Young  Man:  Timothy  Eushappie,  Dr. 

Head  Young  Lady:  Angela  Picard 
SPECIALS 
Women's  Fancy 
sponsored  by  Dine  Jack 
Teen  Boy's  Grass 

sponsored  by  Timothy  Eushappie,  Dr 
Teen  Girl's  Fancy 
sponsored  by  Angela  Picard 
All  Princess  Traditional  Special 
by  '96  - '97  Dr  Princess 
Two-Man  Hand  Drum  Contest 
sponsored  by  Andre  L.  Picard,  Dr 
Men's  Fancy 

Bob  Eaglestaff  Memorial  Special 
sponsored  by  Ruben  Twin,  Dr.  and  Sonya  Desse 
GRAND  ENTRY 

Friday  7:00  p.m. 

Saturday  1:00  p.m. 

7:00  p.m. 

1:00  p.m. 


Sunday 


For  Information,  Call 

Andre  Picard  (206)  632-2081 

Morris  Richards  (206)  368-8852 

American  Indian  Studies  Center  (206)  543-9082 

First  Nations  § UW 

c/o  UW  Ethnic  Cultural  Center 

Box  355650 

Seattle,  WA  98195 

Vendors  Contact 

edittler@u .Washington . edu 

(206)  368-8852  or  (206)  5434635 

No  drugs  or  alcohol  allowed  Not  responsible  for  loss  due  to  theft  or 
accident.  No  RV  or  camping  available. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Directions:  Take  1-5  to  45th  Street  exit,  head  east,  turn  right  at 
bottom  of  viaduct,  park  in  Montlake  parking  area. 

To  request  disability  accommodations  contact  the  Office  of  the  ADA 
Coordinator  at  least  10  days  in  advance  of  the  event. 

543-6450  (VOICE);  543-6452  (TDD);  685-3885  (FAX); 
access@u .Washington . edu  (E-MAIL) . 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Sponsored  by  First  Nations  § UW 
Co-Sponsor:  American  Indian  Studies  Center 
Contributors : 

Office  of  Minority  Affairs 
Walker-Ames  Academic  Enhancement  Fund 
Associated  Student  of  UW 
Graduate  and  Professional  Student  Senate 


Date:  Thu,  3 Apr  1997  13:22:44  -0500 
From:  Doe  Campagna  <aconcert@CARROLL.COM> 

Sub j : A Day  of  Flonoring:  Veterans  of  ALL  WARS 
Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM.STDOHNS.EDU 

FROM:  Dakotah  East  Communications 

9 Fair  Street  Hackensack  ND  07601 
201  489-5057  voice/mail 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  - Widest  Possible  Distribution  via  email  relay 

April  27:  A Veterans  Day  of  All  Wars  to  Honor  and  Recognize  Indian  Wars 
Coordinators  expect  largest  American/Canadian  Indian  gathering  since 
prior  to  1690's  (Hackensack  - ND)  It's  Official.  Bergen  County 
executives  are  supporting  and  will  welcome  the  turnout  for  the 
Veterans  of  All  Wars  gathering  on  April  27th.  The  event  is  scheduled 
between  11:00  a.m.  and  2:00  p.m.  at  the  Northern  main  entrance  of 
the  Bergen  County  Courthouse.  This  entrance  and  the  stage-like  steps 
is  only  allotted  for  important  or  ceremonial  occasions. 

Bergen  County  Chief  Executive  William  Pat  Schuber  will  welcome 
several  veteran  organizations  from  New  Dersey,  New  York,  original 
Lenape  inhabitants  of  the  area  along  with  the  "Bring  Leonard  Peltier 
Home  Tour"  which  is  the  highlight  of  the  gathering.  Floyd  "Red  Crow" 
Westerman  a well  known  musician  and  actor  widely  known  for  his  role 
as  Ten  Bears  in  the  movie  "Dances  With  Wolves"  will  accompany  Dennis 
Banks  of  the  American  Indian  Movement,  and  contingents  of  the  LPDC 
supports  groups.  In  addition  to  speaking,  there  will  be  some  music 
performed  by  various  artists  on  the  Court  House  steps. 

The  event  was  woven  by  supporters  of  Leonard  Peltier  who  is 
awaiting  executive  clemency  for  a botched  trial.  He  is  currently 
incarcerated  serving  two  life  sentences.  The  forthcoming  visit 
follows  the  first  ever  visit  to  New  Dersey  by  a Dakota  "Sioux" 

Native  American  Chief  of  April  21st  of  1995.  The  warm  welcome  given 
the  Indian  representatives  by  state  and  local  officials  was  spoken 
of  highly  by  way  of  the  word  of  mouth  in  Indian  Country. 

The  Veterans  of  Indian  Wars  to  be  included  and  acknowledged,  the 


"Forgotten  Wars",  was  concept  by  Adalbert  Zephier  a traditional 
Dakota  war  chief,  and  a linear  chief  (Sungle  Ska  Sapa)  who  was 
received  and  honored  by  County  Executive  William  Pat  Schuber,  17 
mayors,  and  Gov,  C.T.  Whitman  on  April  21,  1995  - (Documentation 
and  copies  of  County  Executive/Nl  Gov. proclamation  available.) 

Chief  Zephier  a descendant  of  Struck  By  The  Ree  had  addressed  the 
crowd  about  the  struggle  Indian  people  face  regarding  Sovereignty 
and  land  issues. 

The  event  is  the  BERGEN  COUNTY  leg  of  the  Bring  Leonard  Home 
Tour/Campaign  - as  informed.  Speakers;  Dennis  Banks,  Floyd  Red  Crow 
Westernam,  Russel  Loud  Hawk  will  outline  the  Peltier  case.  There 
will  be  some  music  performed,  and  focus  will  be  on  the  Peltier 
Case.  Bergen  County  is  supporting  this  event  and  are  making  County 
parking  and  the  Court  House  Available. 

People  in  the  crowd  will  be  longtime  supporters  and  newly 
informed  individuals.  A large  colorful  turnout  is  expected.  There  is 
no  charge  to  attend,  and  passes  with  directions  for  a free  evening 
concert  will  be  given. 

The  event  is  sponsored  by  United  Native  Culture  and  Language 
Exchange,  the  Society  of  the  P.I.C.T.  and  others. 

For  further  press  information  contact  Dakota  East  201  - 489-5057 
The  coordinator  for  the  ND  Bring  Leonard  Home  Tour  is  Bruce  Dunnett 
PICT  908-477-7071  Production  and  site  coordinator  is  loe  Campagna 
faxes  only  201  - 343-8977  or,  if  busy  email  <aconcert@carroll . com> 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast 
Council.  Ask  about  the  NAT-IMATION  native  language  vcr/TV/web  group--> 
Info@UNAT.org 


Date:  Thu,  3 Apr  1997  14:05:04  -0600 

From:  MN  American  Indian  Chamber  of  Commerce  <maicc@tc.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Minnesota  American  Indian  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <minn-ind@tc . umn . edu> 

The  Minnesota  American  Indian  Chamber  of  Commerce  cordially 
invites  you  to  attend  its  second  annual  Business  Development 
Conference  and  Annual  Dinner. 

Date:  May  15,  1997 

Location:  Treasure  Island  Casino,  Red  Wing  MN 
Conference:  8:00  a.m.  - 6:15  p.m. 

Dinner:  6:15  p.m.  - 9:00  p.m. 

This  year's  conference  features  workshops  and  symposiums  on 
interesting  and  related  topics  relevant  to  businesses.  Tribal 
Government  Leaders,  and  other  significant  issues  facing  Indian 
people  today. 

Per  person  costs: 

$100  for  Chamber  Members  (all  conference  activities) 

$150  for  Non-Members  (all  conference  activities) 

$50  for  the  Conference  Luncheon  only 

$50  for  the  Annual  Dinner  only 

$500  for  a table  of  10  at  the  Luncheon  only 

$500  for  a table  of  10  at  the  Dinner  only 

For  additional  information,  contact  Amy  Welty  at  the  Chamber  office, 
212  3rd  Avenue  N,  Suite  567 
Minneapolis,  MN  55401 
612-333-0500 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder  via  Gary  Smith,  Lori  Goodman  via  Kathie  Tennery, 
Arvol  Looking  Horse  via  Gary  Smith,  Robert  A.  Wright  via  Ann  Follette, 


Francis  Jock(Annotated  Press  Release),  Ishgooda,  John  Berry,  George  Doe, 

Dave  Chief  via  Elaine  Flattery,  Duke  Joseph  Big  Feather  via  Laurie  Cloonan, 
Riwassa/Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Rebecca  Michele  Lord, 
Debra  F.  Sanders,  Larry  Kibby,  Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Midwest  Treaty  Network, 
Bernadette  Chato,  Janet  Smith,  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

- — "RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  10  April  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Sat,  5 Apr  1997  23:27:17  -0600 
From:  mtn@igc.apc.org  (MTN) 

Sub j : Walk  to  Save  Our  Waters  (starts  26  April  in  Wisconsin) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Please  circulate  (including  to  friends  who  are  not  on-line)  and 
post  on  web  sites. 

"WALK  TO  SAVE  OUR  WATERS" 

From  Janesville  to  Crandon,  Wisconsin,  starting  April  26,  1997 
From  N.E.P.E.W. 

(Nations  for  the  Environmental 
Protection  of  Earth's  Waters) 

"NEPEW"  (sounds  like  Napayo)  is  a native  word  from  an  Algonquin  language 
meaning  "WATER."  Water  is  a vital  source  for  our  existence.  Our  rivers 
are  the  blood  stream  of  our  Mother  Earth.  From  her  womb  comes  the  rivers 
of  life  that  sustain  all  her  children.  If  we  allow  her  blood  to  be 
poisoned  by  the  Crandon  Mining  Company,  we  are  allowing  her  children--our 
brothers  and  sisters  and  ourselves--  to  be  poisoned. 

Support  the  "Walk  to  Save  Our  Waters"--  from  "Miracle"  the  White  Buffalo 
in  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  to  the  proposed  mine  site  near  Crandon, 
Wisconsin.  On  APRIL  26,  the  355-mile  walk  will  be  led  by  Dewey 
Skenandore,  a member  of  the  Menominee  Nation.  Join  in  the  walk  as  it 
comes  through  your  area. 

Send  inquiries  to: 

N.E.P.E.W. 

c/o  Siggenauk  Interfaith  Spiritual  Center 
3126  W.  Kilbourn  Ave. 

Milwaukee  WI  53208 
or  call  (414)  906-0431. 

To  offer  donations,  please  contact  Siggenauk.  To  support  the  Mining 
Moratorium  Bill,  call  your  Assembly  Representative  at  1- (800) -362-9472, 
and  ask  them  to  support  the  Bill. 

Water  is  a symbol  of  life.  Don't  let  the  Crandon  Mining  Company  make 
Wisconsin's  water  a symbol  of  death. 

THE  PATH  FROM  "MIRACLE"  TO  THE  MINE 

(Call  414-906-0431  for  days  and  times) 

To  JANESVILLE:  turn  off  1-90,  take  the  Avalon  Rd.  exit, 
turn  west,  go  to  end  (Rock  River),  and  turn  right. 

From  Janesville,  US  Hwy  14  to  MADISON/MONONA, 

From  Monona,  County  BB  East  to  COTTAGE  GROVE, 

From  Cottage  Grove,  County  N South  to  US  Hwy  18,  East  to  MILWAUKEE, 

From  Milwaukee,  State  Hwy  175  North  to  FOND  DU  LAC, 

From  Fond  du  Lac,  US  Hwy  45  to  OSHKOSH, 

From  Oshkosh,  County  A North  to  MENASHA, 

From  Menasha,  County  N North  to  LITTLE  CHUTE, 


From  Little  Chute,  County  E to  ONEIDA, 

From  Oneida,  County  U North  to  State  Flwy  29  North  to  SHAWANO, 
From  Shawano,  State  Hwy  55  North  to  KESHENA, 

From  Keshena,  State  Hwy  55  North  to  MOLE  LAKE. 


Date:  Fri,  4 Apr  1997  10:07:38  -0500 
From:  wasicuwin@qed.net  (Sandy  Sunderland) 

Sub j : "Bring  Peltier  Home"  tour 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  "Free  Peltier"  tour  including  Dennis  Banks  and  Floyd  Westerman  will 
be  in  Poughkeepsie,  NY  on  May  6th.  They  will  be  joined  by  world 
renowned  musician  and  flutist  David  Amram  and  other  talent. 

May  6th  at  the  Villard  Room  at  Vassar  College  at  7pm 
The  Villard  Room  is  in  the  main  building. 

Sken:nen  kenhak 
Sandy 


"RE : New  Moon  Prayer  Circle"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Apr  1997  21:49:45  -0500 
From:  "flattery"  <flattery@primeline.com> 

Sub j : New  Moon  Prayer  Circle  - April  7,  1997 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Every  new  moon  in  1997  at  5 am  in  Ashland,  Oregon  (8  est,  7 cst,  etc),  we 
will  be  praying  for  Unity. 

Our  circle  this  April  continues  to  pray  for  All  Buffaloes,  All  Elders,  All 
Sun  Dancers.  This  month  the  focus  of  our  prayer  is  All  people  of  good  will 
of  all  races.  Peace  and  Justice,  and  Non-Violence. 

The  mentality  of  genocide  is  again  sweeping  this  land.  The  Yellowstone 
herd  of  Bison  is  the  first  casualty.  The  Iroquois  - founders  of  the  Indian 
Great  Law  of  Peace  are  under  attack.  The  Mattaponi  way  of  life  is  under 
attack.  States  are  trying  to  assume  wardship  of  Indian  Nations  in 
violation  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  which  protect  Treaty  rights.  We  can't  have 
unity  unless  nations  give  up  their  genocidal  ways. 

"Behold  the  circle  of  the  nation's  hoop  for  it  is  holy,  being  endless,  and 
thus  all  powers  shall  be  one  power  in  the  people  without  end."  Black  Elk, 
my  mother's  relative. 

Mitakyue  Oyasin(n) 

Dave  Chief 

Oglala  Lakota,  Sun  Dancer  and  Elder 


/ / / / / \_ 

\ _\ \ /\ / 

(There  can  be  no  peace  without  justice.  The  key  to  justice  is  Getlow  vs. 
New  York,  1925  Supreme  Court  decision  written  by  Justice  Edward  Sanford, 
[source:  Native  American  Information  Service,  1875  Hwy.  99  N,  Suite  4, 
Ashland,  OR  97540]) 

"RE;  Chippewa  Spearing/Netting  Season"  

Date:  Tue,  1 Apr  1997  20:16:46  -0600 
From:  mtn@igc.apc.org  (MTN) 

Sub j : Chippewa  spearing/netting  season  (Mille  Lacs  Lake,  Minnesota) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

MIDWEST  TREATY  NETWORK  ALERT 
http://www.alphacdc.com/treaty/ 

WITNESS  FOR  NONVIOLENCE  REACTIVATED 
in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin 

Witness  trainings  are  being  held  for  the  upcoming  Chippewa  spearing/ 


netting  season  around  Mille  Lacs  Lake  in  Minnesota.  Witnesses  have  been 
requested  to  help  out  by  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  and  Mille  Lacs  Bands.  A 
January  federal  court  decision  affirmed  Chippewa  treaty  rights  for  the 
first  time  in  the  1837  ceded  territory  of  east-  central  Minnesota.  The 
decision  is  opposed  by  a number  of  angler  groups,  who  like  in  Wisconsin 
promise  to  protest  during  the  fishing  season. 

The  purpose  of  the  Witness  is  to  show  that  not  all  non-Indians  oppose 
treaty  rights,  and  to  serve  as  a presence  to  deter,  monitor,  and  document 
incidents  of  harassment  or  violence.  [The  Madison  training  will  be  held 
on  Tuesday,  April  8 at  7 to  10  pm  at  the  Memorial  Union  (check  "Today  In 
The  Union"  listing  for  room),  and  will  include  videos  and  role-playing.] 

Why  should  we  in  Wisconsin  witness  in  Minnesota?  First,  the  1837  Treaty 
was  signed  by  the  Lake  Superior  Chippewa  bands  before  Wisconsin  or 
Minnesota  even  existed--state  boundaries  are  irrelevant  in  the  treaty,  and 
Bands  from  both  states  will  be  fishing.  Second,  many  witnesses  from 
Minnesota  came  to  help  here  during  the  Wisconsin  spearfishing  dispute. 
Third,  we  have  been  requested  to  accompany  spearers  by  Lac  du  Flambeau 
Chairman  Tom  Maulson  and  the  reactivated  Wa-Swa-Gon  Treaty  Association  in 
Wisconsin,  as  well  as  by  the  Mille  Lacs  Band  in  Minnesota.  They  have 
asked  for  the  reactivation  of  the  witness  network  because  they  believe 
witnesses  helped  defuse  the  conflict  at  Wisconsin  boat  landings. 

The  Minnesota  anti-treaty  leaders  Howard  Hansen  and  Bud  Grant,  of  Protect 
Economic  Management  Resources  (PERM)  have  called  for  no  violence  or  racism 
at  the  boat  landings.  However,  PARR  leader  Larry  Peterson  said  the  same 
things  in  the  early  days  in  Wisconsin,  causing  a hardline  faction  to  split 
off  and  form  the  militant  Stop  Treaty  Abuse.  Many  of  the  same  factors  in 
Wisconsin  are  involved  in  Minnesota--a  DNR  that  lowers  angler  fish  limits 
and  blames  the  Chippewa,  a Governor  who  asks  the  tribes  not  to  exercise 
their  rights  in  order  not  to  provoke  trouble,  and  a media  that 
sensationalizes  the  fish  dispute  and  talks  about  the  Chippewa  having  been 
"granted"  rights  by  a federal  court.  The  Witness  is  front-page  news  in  the 
Twin  Cities  (see  below),  and  has  been  also  covered  on  Wisconsin  Public 
Radio . 

Like  in  Wisconsin,  the  fishing  dispute  in  Minnesota--unless  it  is 
lessened--will  distract  attention  from  environmental  threats  to  the  common 
natural  resources.  While  it  is  hard  to  watch  a "rerun"  of  the  1987-92 
Wisconsin  troubles,  we  should  pay  attention  and  act  in  support.  A 
weakening  of  treaty  rights  in  Minnesota  would  in  turn  weaken  the  Wisconsin 
treaties  that  are  now  being  used  to  protect  the  environment  from  mining. 

The  witnessing  should  be  in  mid  or  late  April,  possibly  into  early  May, 
when  the  ice  goes  out  on  the  huge  Mille  Lacs  Lake  and  other  smaller  lakes 
(about  1-2  hours  straight  north  of  the  Twin  Cities,  which  is  four  hours 
from  Madison).  The  smaller  lakes  closer  to  the  Twin  Cities  will  open 
first.  There  are  trainings  going  on  in  Minneapolis,  Duluth,  Madison,  and 
Eau  Claire  (see  the  contacts  below).  The  Witness  needs  video  camcorders, 
cameras,  tape  recorders,  and  boats  to  gather  documentation.  If  you  cannot 
go,  contributions  can  be  sent  to  the  Midwest  Treaty  Network,  731  State 
St.,  Madison  WI  53703  (make  tax-deductible  check  to  "MTN/PC  Foundation"). 

Witnesses  absolutely  need  to  get  training  before  going  to  Minnesota. 

(This  includes  people  who  have  had  civil  disobedience  training.)  It  may 
be  a good  idea  for  experienced  witnesses  to  get  a "refresher  course"  as 
well.  Witnesses  need  to  be  completely  self-sufficient  in  funds,  supplies, 
and  warm  clothes--we  do  not  want  to  put  a burden  on  a reservation 
community.  We  will  be  staying  in  hotels,  sharing  rooms.  As  the  article 
states  below,  this  is  a chance  for  us  to  help  defuse  the  tense  situation 
in  Minnesota,  just  as  treaty  conflicts  were  defused  on  our  side  of  the 
border. 

To  find  out  more  on-line  about  the  background  of  the  Minnesota  treaty 
rights  dispute: 

Treaty  Fishing  Around  Mille  Lacs  in  Minnesota 
(Midwest  Treaty  Network) 

http : //www. alpha cdc . com/treaty/ content . html 
History  of  1837  Treaty  Rights  in  Minnesota 
(Great  Lakes  Indian  Fish  & Wildlife  Commission) 
http: //conbio. rice.edu/nae/docs/chippewa . html#trim 


Treaty  Rights:  Understanding  the  Conflict 
(University  of  Minnesota) 
http://www.fw.umn.edu/indigenous 

Witnessing  and  the  Anti-Indian  Movement  in  Wisconsin 
(Midwest  Treaty  Network) 

http: //conbio. rice.edu/nae/docs/anti_indian . html 
[Also  see  the  book  "Walleye  Warriors"  by 
Walter  Bresette  and  Rick  Whaley.] 

For  more  information  on  treaty  support,  contact: 
Minnesota  Witness  for  Nonviolence 
Box  7588,  Minneapolis,  MN  55407 
(612)  722-6612 

(Trainings  at  Walker  Church,  31st  & 16th  Ave., 

April  4 at  6 pm,  and  April  5 & 6 at  1 pm) 

Midwest  Treaty  Network, 

South-Central  Wisconsin  office 
(Debi  McNutt  and  Amy  Lutzke, 

Madison  Treaty  Rights  Support  Group) 

731  State  Street,  Madison,  WI  53703 
(Training  April  8,  Memorial  Union  TITU,  7 pm) 

(608)  246-2256  (tel. /fax) 
mtn@igc . ape .org 

http://www.alphacdc.com/treaty 

Wa-Swa-Gon  Treaty  Association 
(Michael  Murphy) 

Box  576 

Lac  du  Flambeau,  WI  54538 
(715)  588-7070  (w),  588-3785  (h) 

Midwest  Treaty  Network, 

Northwest  Wisconsin  office, 

(Walter  Bresette, 

Lake  Superior  Greens) 

Box  1350  , Bayfield,  WI  54814 
(715)  779-5071 
bresette(3win . bright . net 

Great  Lakes  Indian  Fish  & Wildlife  Commission 
(Public  Information  Division) 

PO  Box  9,  Odanah,  WI  54861 
(715)  682-6619 

Call  for  the  new  Minnesota  Edition  of  the  booklet 
?A  Guide  to  Understanding  Chippewa  Treaty  Rights? 
(first  copy  is  free;  $1  each  thereafter) 

Lac  du  Flambeau  Ojibwe  Nation 
(Chairman  Tom  Maulson) 

Box  67,  Lac  du  Flambeau,  WI  54538 
(715)  588-3303 

St.  Croix  Valley  Greens 
(3eff  Peterson) 

Rt  2,  Box  170A,  Luck  WI  54855 
(715)  472-2728 

(upcoming  training  in  Northwest  Wisconsin) 

Wisconsin  Greens 
(Rick  Whaley) 

Box  16471,  Milwaukee,  WI  53216 
(414)  466-6618 


Ojibwe  People  for  lustice 


(Esther  Nahgahnub) 

PO  Box  44,  Sawyer,  MN  55780 
(218)  879-3487 

37/55  Treaty  Alliance 

HCR  3,  Box  562-7,  McGregor,  MN  55760 

sandylake@juno . com 

http: //www. lapratt . com/ sandy_lake_band/ 

"RE:  Mole  Lake  Newsletter"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Apr  1997  15:57:49  -0600 
From:  mtn@igc.apc.org  (MTN) 

Sub j : Mole  Lake  Newsletter  online 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

MOLE  LAKE  NEWSLETTER  NOW  ON-LINE, 

Includes  Statement  on  Crandon  mine  to  United  Nations 

The  Mole  Lake  Environmental  Newsletter--  voice  of  the  Mole  Lake  Sokaogon 
Chippewa  Community's  Environmental  Office  in  Forest  County,  Wisconsin,  is 
now  part  of  the  EarthWINS  web  site  at: 
http: //www. earthwins . com/mola . html 

Please  bookmark  the  site  and  let  others  know  about  it. 

The  Mole  Lake  site  includes  newsletter  articles  on  Exxon's  proposed 
Crandon  mine,  which  would  be  one  mile  upstream  from  the  tribe's  wild  rice 
beds.  It  also  includes  a recent  Sokaogon  Chippewa  Statement  on  the  mine 
to  the  United  Nations  Fluman  Rights  Commission,  in  Geneva,  Switzerland  last 
month,  as  well  as  information  on  Changes  to  Metallic  Mining  Groundwater 
Standards . 

The  upcoming  issue  will  deal  with  recent  victories  against  metallic 
sulfide  mining  in  the  Wisconsin  Senate  moratorium  vote,  and  in  the  April  1 
vote  that  ousted  the  entire  town  board  of  Nashville  (where  the  reservation 
is  located).  The  next  issue  will  also  examine  the  environmental 
department,  maple  syrup  tapping,  and  other  subjects. 

NEWSLETTER  CONTENTS: 

ISSUE  #2--FEBRUARY  1997 

-Nashville  Local  Agreement:  It  Ain't  Over  'Till  It's  Over 
(By  Zoltan  Grossman) 

-"This  is  the  Groundswell" 

(An  Interview  with  George  Rock) 

-'Walleyes  for  Tomorrow'  resolution  against  Crandon  mine 

-Brief  Mining  Events  Calendar 

-Color  map  of  proposed  Crandon  mine  site 

ISSUE  #1- -DECEMBER  1996 

-Dec.  7 Town  Meeting  to  stop  Nashville  Local  Agreement 
(By  Zoltan  Grossman) 

-'Keepers  of  the  Water'  Women's  Youth  Group  at  Mole  Lake 
(By  lessica  Van  Zile,  16) 

-A  Review  of  the  Town  of  Nashville  Local  Agreement 

(By  Wise.  Resources  Protection  Council) 

-Sample  Letter  to  Nashville  Town  Board 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: 

Mole  Lake  Environmental  Newsletter 
c/o  Sokaogon  Chippewa  Community 
Environmental  Office 
Rt.  1,  Box  625,  Crandon  WI  54520 
Call  Bill  Koenen: 

Tel.  (715)  478-7616; 

Fax  (715)  478-7618  or  478-5275 
or  Interim  editor  Zoltan  Grossman 


Tel. /Fax  (608)  246-2256 
mtn@igc . ape .org 


(The  Mole  Lake  Environmental  Newsletter 
is  hosted  by  EarthWINS  & 
designed  by  DataScouts: 

P.0.  Box  573,  Shawano,  WI  54166 
Ph:  715-524-5998/  fax  715-524-9958 
http : //www. earthwins . com/) 

"RE : Zapatista  Letter"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Apr  1997  05:41:35  -0800 

From:  moonlight@igc . ape . org(National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico, USA) 
Sub j : Zapatista  letter  to  US  indigenous  leaders 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation 
March  of  1997 

To:  The  Leadership  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  United  States  of  America 
From:  Subcomandante  Insurgente  Marcos,  CCRI  of  the  EZLN 
Brother  and  Sisters: 

I write  these  words  to  you  in  the  name  of  the  children,  elders,  men  and 
women,  all  of  them  Indigenous  Mexicans,  of  the  Zapatista  communities  in 
the  Mexican  Southeast.  We  want  you  to  receive  our  recognition  of  your 
stature  as  Indigenous  peoples  and  human  beings,  and  we  want  you  to  accept 
our  salute  sent  by  my  hands  from  all  the  indigenous  rebels  of  the 
Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation. 

We  have  taken  up  arms  against  the  bad  Mexican  government  because  the 
demands  of  the  indigenous  peoples  have  not  been  resolved.  The  Indian 
peoples,  for  the  Mexican  government  and  the  great  Power  which  sustains  it, 
are  nothing  more  than  objects  for  tourism,  producers  of  arts  and  crafts, 
an  uncomfortable  nuisance  for  neo-liberal  modernization.  For  the  powerful 
in  Mexico,  the  indigenous  are  not  human  beings  with  rights  and  legitimate 
aspirations,  they  are  only  museum  pieces  and  legends  and  past  histories. 

But  our  indigenous  communities  want  a life  with  dignity  and  justice,  a 
life  where  they  can  continue  to  be  indigenous  without  it  signifying  misery 
and  death,  a life  with  respect.  This  is  why  we  declared  our  selves  as 
rebels  and  why  we  have  said  "Enough  is  Enough"  to  the  oblivion  with  which 
they  want  to  annihilate  us. 

Today  we  await  a response  for  peace  from  the  government  of  Mexico  which 
has  not  arrived.  Not  respect,  or  a life  with  dignity,  or  a new  peace  has 
been  acknowledged  by  the  Mexican  government  to  the  indigenous  people  of 
these  lands.  The  powerful  see  us  as  small  and  weak  and  they  believe  they 
can  conquer  us  and  make  us  surrender  with  their  great  machines  of  war.  The 
big  North  American  government  supports  the  government  of  Mexico.  With 
money,  machines  of  war  and  military  advisors,  the  government  of  the  USA 
supports  the  persecution  and  assassination  of  Mexican  indigenous  blood. 

The  money,  equipment,  weapons,  and  the  military  advisors  are  not  used  by 
the  government  of  Mexico  to  improve  lives  of  its  inhabitants,  to  combat 
drug  trafficking  and  to  bring  peace  to  Mexican  lands.  No,  that  money, 
those  people  and  those  weapons  are  used  to  asphyxiate,  to  persecute,  jail 
and  assassinate  an  attempt  at  indigenous  dignity. 

But  our  struggle  is  not  just  that  of  the  Zapatistas  of  the  EZLN,  our 
struggle  is  that  of  all  the  Indian  peoples  of  America,  the  struggle  to 
recognize  our  differences  and  our  right  to  an  inclusive  autonomy,  which 
makes  us  a part  of,  with  full  rights,  the  great  human  concert. 

That  is  why  we  direct  our  small  words  to  you.  You,  the  Leaders  of  the 
dignified  Indian  peoples  of  North  America,  have  the  true  word  and  the  path 
of  dignity.  Your  great  wise  men  have  shown  you  the  path  for  understanding 
justice  in  the  cries  of  the  first  peoples  of  Mexican  lands.  You  will  know 
how  to  understand  our  cries,  and  we  are  sure,  you  will  know  how  to  extend 
to  us  your  hearts  and  your  hands  in  order  to  achieve  the  peace  which  we 
desire  and  we  deserve. 


Your  word  is  heard  with  attention  and  respect  by  the  big  government  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  that  is  why  we  ask  you  to  support  us  with  your 
mediation.  We  do  not  want  the  war,  nor  what  does  not  belong  to  us,  nor  our 
destruction  or  enslavement.  We  want  peace,  we  want  to  conquer  our  right  to 
become  better  human  beings,  we  want  to  create  our  world  and  be  respected 
inside  it,  we  want  liberty. 

We  ask  you,  great  leaders  of  the  Indian  peoples  of  North  America,  to 
intervene  before  the  powerful  who  governs  the  United  States  of  America  and 
to  tell  him  to  stop  his  support  for  the  war  against  our  people  and  the 
persecution  of  our  ideals.  We  serve  no  foreign  interest,  we  serve  only  our 
history  and  our  desires  for  dignity,  democracy,  liberty  and  justice. 

We  ask  this  of  you,  great  Indian  leaders.  We  ask  for  you  support  and  your 
accompaniment  in  a struggle  which  is  that  of  all  human  beings  in  any  part 
of  the  world,  the  struggle  for  liberty. 

Vale.  Health  to  you  and  may  the  earth  which  is  mother  and  root  nurture 
tomorrow. 

>From  the  Mountains  of  the  Mexican  Southeast-Subcomandante  Insurgente 
Marcos,  Mexico,  March  of  1997. 

Translation  by  Cecilia  Rodriguez,  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in 
Mexico 

More  information  regarding  the  FZLN  and  the  Zapatista  struggle  in  Mexico 
can  be  found  at: 

http://www.peak.org/~joshua/fzln/  (English) 
http: //spin . com. mx/~f lor esu/ FZLN/  (Spanish) 

Original  Sender:  jhascall@up.net  (lohn  S.  Hascall) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ I assume  the  following,  submitted  to  NATIVE-L,  is  intended  as  an  open 
letter.  I am  relaying  the  article  because  I feel  that  it  might  be 
interesting  to  NATIVE-L  subscribers  in  that  the  author  is  one  of  the 
main  parties  involved  in  a dispute  that  has  been  ongoing  in  Keweenaw 
Bay,  Michigan  since  the  fall  of  1995.  For  more  details  on  the  ongoing 
conflict,  see  "http://www.edwardsl.com/rose/native/ffj/ffj.htm"  and 
"http: //bioc09 . uthscsa.edu/natnet/archive/nl/keweenaw-bay.html" 

--Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

My  brothers  and  sisters: 

As  an  indigenous  person  and  medicine  servant  of  the  people  I address  you 
as  a brother. 

I assure  you  of  all  our  spiritual  support  in  your  efforts  to  be  who  you 
are . 

I greet  your  grandmothers  and  grandfathers,  those  with  you  and  those  who 
have  gone  ahead  of  us  to  the  spirit  world.  I greet  you  with  the  love  of  our 
elders  and  their  concern  for  what  is  happening  with  your  people.  I greet 
your  families  and  give  the  love  of  all  our  families....  Your  youth  and 
children  and  your  un-born  from  our  youth  and  children  and  un-born.  We  have 
you  all  in  our  medicine  lodges  and  ceremonies. 

I am  also  a priest  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  There  are  not  many  of  us 
who  are  medicine-priests.  We  struggle  within  the  Church  also  to  be  able  to 
live  and  be  who  we  are  as  indigenous  Catholic/  Christian  peoples.  We  pray 
for  you  every  day. 

We  know  a lot  of  what  you  are  saying.  You  are  suffering,  at  present,  in 
the  realistic  pains  of  death  and  racism.  We  are  going  through  a little  in 
our  present  situation  here  on  our  Reservation  but  it  is  our  own  members 
fighting  each  other:  the  hurt  of  Money  and  Power  trying  to  control  the 
peoples.  We  are  trying  legally  to  heal  this  situation.  It  takes  a lot  of 
time  and  patience  to  see  things  through.  I know  that  the  word  "patience" 
is  not  what  a person  wants  to  hear  but,  after  a year  and  a half  of  trying, 
there  seems  to  be  some  hope. 

There  is  not  that  respect  of  our  sovereignty  here  in  the  North  that  you 
think  there  is.  We,  the  indigenous  peoples,  still  struggle  here  under 
racism,  discrimination.  We  still  live  in  racist  societies  who  would  like  to 
see  us  a museum  pieces  and  tourist  sports.  We  are  sovereign  only  when  its 


to  the  benefit  of  the  Government  otherwise  it  is  only  limited  sovereignty. 
We  are,  rarely,  seen  as  human  beings.  It  seems  when  the  larger  society 
wants  some  decoration  to  enhance  what  they  are  doing  they  call  upon  us.  We 
don't  want  to  do  this  anymore,  either.  It  is  not  so  evident  here  as  it  is 
with  your  people. 

We  will  continue  to  speak  for  you  to  the  Creator  of  all.  I send  my 
guardian  spirit  to  you  also  to  help  you  in  your  situation.  We  will  do  what 
we  can  to  help  you  as  we  can. 

Sassagagijweinini  (He  speak  Nails) 

(Fr.  John  S.  Hascall  O.F.M.  Cap.) 
jhascall@up . net 

Crane  Clan  of  the  Ojibwa  Nation  ( "Anishinabe"  is  our  real  name) 

"RE : Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Fri,  4 Apr  1997  14:24:14  -0700 
From:  chato@unm.edu  (Bernadette  Chato) 

Sub j : Schedule  for  Native  America  Calling 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Here's  the  latest  schedule  for  ^Native  America  Calling.*  Since  we  produce 
a new  show  every  day,  we  are  always  looking  for  knowledgeable  people 
(preferably  Native  Americans)  to  be  guests  on  our  show.  If  you  have  a 
recommendation  for  a guest  after  reading  the  topics  for  upcoming  shows 
or  there's  a subject  we  haven't  covered,  please  e-mail  our  producer 
directly  at  harlan@unm.edu  or  e-mail  me  at  chato@unm.edu.  Your  help  is 
appreciated ! 

A list  of  stations  carrying  Native  America  Calling  follows  the  schedule. 
Thanks.  BC 


TO:  NEWS  DIRECTORS,  PROGRAM  DIRECTORS,  GENERAL  MANAGERS 

FR:  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 

DT:  APRIL  4,  1997 

RE:  SCHEDULE  FOR  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING, 

April  7-11,  1997 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING,  the  first  national  call-in  radio  program 
to  focus  on  Native  issues,  began  daily  one-hour  feeds  on  6/5/95. 
Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

Channel  Info:  Digital  Frequency  B68.2 

Galaxy  4,  Transponder  B 
Broadcast  Rights: 

Each  program  is  designed  for  live  use.  The  fee  to  carry  NATIVE 
AMERICA  CALLING  is  determined  on  whether  the  station  is  a member 
of  AIROS.  There  is  a set  fee  for  AIROS  members;  if  not  a member, 
fee  is  based  on  stationPs  annual  revenue. 

Call  AIROS  at  (402)  472-0941  if  you  intend  to  broadcast  NAC. 
Programming  Questions: 

Harlan  McKosato,  NAC  Producer  505-277-5201 
Distribution/Promotion,  Dohn  Gregg,  AIROS  402-472-0941 


****  PROGRAM  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  **** 
Watch  the  DACS  or  your  FAX  for  updates!! 


HOST:  TOM  BEAVER 

WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 

PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  3/31  - 4/4: 

MON  - 4/7:  Death  & Dying: 

It?s  a subject  we  donPt  like  to  think  about  much  less  talk 
about... it?s  death.  ItPs  just  about  the  only  sure  thing  we  all 
share... we  will  die.  What  happens  when  a person  dies?  Is  there 
life  after  death?  Have  you  experienced  death  and  lived  to  tell 
about  it?  Betty  Edie,  Rosebud  Sioux  and  author  of  PEmbraced  by 
the  Light,?  will  share  her  story  about  dying  (not  once  but 
twice)  and  coming  back. 


TUE  - 4/8:  Mounds  of  the  Mississippi: 

In  the  Lower  Mississippi  Delta,  ancient  earthworks  evoke  a sense 
of  heritage  and  spirituality  for  tribal  people.  The  mounds  are 
both  their  origin  and  the  place  where  their  ancestors  rest.  The 
National  Park  Service  has  undertaken  the  PDelta  Initiatives? 
with  designs  to  build  an  antiquities  trail  to  attract  tourists 
to  the  mounds.  How  can  the  mounds  be  preserved  without  inviting 
destruction?  Guests  include  archeologist  Doe  Saunders  and 
Tunica-Biloxi  cultural  preservation  director  Bill  Day. 

WED  - 4/9:  Native  Traditions  in  Public  Schools: 

The  American  education  system  presents  itself  as  an  institution 
that  promotes  cultural  diversity.  Yet  the  largest  public  school 
district  in  the  state  of  New  Mexico  discourages  graduating 
seniors  from  wearing  native  traditional  dress  for  graduation 
commencement.  Should  the  conventional  cap  and  gown  be  traded  in 
for  attire  that  allows  native  students  to  show  pride  in  their 
heritage?  Guests  TBA. 

THU  - 4/3:  Native  Permaculture : 

Agriculture  has  been  an  integral  part  of  life  for  ma 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Apr  16  15:56:56  1997 
Date:  Tue,  15  Apr  1997  23:18:09  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.016 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  TriballaWj  NativeLit  & NATIVE-L  lists; 
UUCP  and  genie  email;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
Newsgroups : alt . native , soc . culture . native , igc .grns . cal .forum 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"To  all  Native  American  Nations.  To  each  and  every  one  of  yoUj  to  keepers 
of  a Sacred  Chanupaj  my  dear  sisters  and  brothers  read  this  with  your 
hearts ! " 

"In  these  decisive  times  according  to  the  prophesies  of  many  elders  and 
seers  of  these  times  and  those  that  were  before  uSj  our  ancestorSj  the 
spirits  are  very  close  to  us.  Understand  that  those  who  have  an 
affliction  for  matter  and  money  are  there  in  great  numbers.  Reasonably 
spoken  we  cannot  counter  disputes  anymore  in  a court  of  justicej  as 
these  are  led  and  ruled  by  those  of  this  society.  Some  of  you  have 
recognized  that  by  noWj  others  not  yet.  Wake  up  my  dear  brothers  and 
sisters ! " 

"Now  there  is  a pathj  but  this  is  dangerouSj  A WARNING  is  in  place! 
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When  you  care  about  all  your  relations  in  the  native  manner,and  you 
walk  your  way  in  life  in  this  manner,  you  can  do  what  this  one  proposes. 
If  not, or  you  are  not  so  sure,  take  yourself  to  the  sweatlodge,  purify 
and  pray  for  selflessness,  till  the  moment  you  are  sure  to  join." 

"Normally  we  ask  the  powers  to  come  in  and  help  us  with  what  we  want  and 
needjWe  are  in  this  prayer." 

"The  other  way  is, telling  what  is  going  on  and  telling  how  we  see  it  in  a 
Sacred  manner,  so  related  to  the  earth  and  all  our  relations,  then  step 
back.  DO  NOT  WANT  TO  INTERFERE, Dust  ask  the  spirits  to  help  us  out!" 

"Out  of  experience  I know  this  works,and  HOW! 

"But  one  misstep  in  your  prayer,  by  putting  in  so  many  things  as...  well 
you  name  it:  hatred,  your  own  judgement,  or  how  it  should  be  cured  or 
anything,  YOU  WILL  GET  HURT!  We  have  to  humbly  let  the  powers  decide 
what  to  do." 

"So,  let's  pray  for  all  our  relations  and  seven  generations  to  come, 
that's  what  counts." 

"HO  mitakuye  oyasin" 

Old  snake  <oldsnake(3worldaccess . nl> 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

There  were  warnings  issued  about  the  solar  storm  that  is  just  ending. 

When  the  communications  systems  did  not  get  disrupted  as  much  as  expected 
the  storm  was  shrugged  off  by  the  media  of  the  dominant  society. 

Along  fault  lines  on  the  west  coast  and  the  New  Madrid  fault  in  the 
heart  of  mid-America  seismic  trembles  are  being  recorded.  Geologists 
warn  another  major  quake  is  eminent,  and  the  people  yawn  and  turn  to  the 
daily  comics. 

Floods  are  occurring  in  the  upper  midwest  as  the  snow  melt  joins  rains, 
homes  are  being  destroyed,  and  the  government  responds  by  throwing  dollars 
at  it  (dollars,  by  the  way,  whose  true  value  is  based  on  faith  in  a monetary 
system  that  can  change  by  20  points  or  more  within  minutes  of  a quote  from 
Alan  Greenspan),  and  public  hand  wringing. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Buffalo  Nation  continues  to  be  slaughtered  by  the 
state  of  Montana,  Dine'  are  evicted  from  lands  so  Peabody  Mines  can  strip 
minerals  from  our  Mother's  veins,  Du  Pont  backs  off  of  plans  to  strip  mine 
the  Okefenokee  Swamp  in  the  face  of  environmental  outcry  until  further 
studies  are  completed,  and  natives  are  being  massacred  in  Brazil  as  one 
of  the  last  rain  forests  on  Earth  is  destroyed  for  development  and  cattle 
grazing. 

The  only  thing  that  is  amazing  about  all  this  is  that  the  dominant 
society  cannot  see  there  is  a connection  between  the  actions  it  takes  and 
the  resulting  consequences  as  Mother  seeks  ways  to  restore  balance. 

Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte . net>  sends  these  reminders: 

In  memory; 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


4.23.1973  Between  eight  and  twelve  individuals  (names  unknown) 
packing  supplies  into  wounded  Knee  were  intercepted  by 
Goons  [Guardians  of  the  Oglala  Nation]  and  vigilantes. 

None  were  ever  heard  from  again.  Former  Rosebud  Tribal 
President  Robert  Burnette  and  U.S.  Justice  Department 
Solicitor  General  Kent  Frizzell  conducted  unsuccessful 
search  for  a mass  grave  after  Wounded  Knee  siege. 

No  further  investigation. 

4.27.1973  Buddy  Lamont-AIM  member  hit  by  M16  fire  at  Wounded  Knee, 

Bled  to  death  while  pinned  down  by  fire. 

No  investigation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

Gary  Night  Owl  gars@netcom.com 

P.  0.  Box  672168  gars@juno.com 

Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@genie.com 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Protecting  the  Buffalo  - Chippewa  Spearing/Netting  Season 

- Rosebud  Resolution  - Hopi  Perspective  on  Dispute 

- Buffalo  Slaughter  Alert  - Hopi  Press  Release 

- Shoshone  in  Trouble  in  Death  Valley  - History:  Navajo-Hopi 

- ICWA  Update  - Moving  On 

- Walk  for  Sexual  Abuse  Healing  - Native  America  Calling 

- Press  Releases  on  HPL  Issues 

- Definition  #1 

- Lil'Wat  Elder  Testifies 

- Walk  Against  Mining  Site 

- Bear  Lincoln 

- Round  Valley  Indians  for  Justice 

- Assimilation  List 

- Healing  Center  Director 

- POW  Recognition  Day 

- Poem:  In  Honor  of  Our  Women 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

-  "RE:  Protecting  the  Buffalo"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Apr  1997  14:35:36  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Arvol  Looking  Horse  via  Joe  Chasing  Horses 
via  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Protecting  the  Buffalo 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 

Joe  Chasing  Horses,  Lakota  Elder,  on  behalf  of  Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse. 

Released  through  Joe  Chasing  Horse 

Chief  Looking  Horse's  statement  concerning  the  efforts  of  protecting  the 
Buffalo  at  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

At  this  time,  because  of  the  vast  amount  of  people  working  toward  the 
protection  of  the  Buffalo,  I feel  it  would  be  in  our  best  interest  to  begin 
consolidating  our  efforts.  These  efforts  which  include  lobbying, 
compilation  of  support  people  around  Yellowstone/the  issue,  present  and 
past  correspondence  with  any  government  officials,  information  and 
notification  of  lawyers  and  informative  people's  efforts  thus  far,  any 
meeting  planned  toward  this  endeavor,  strategic  measures,  etc...,  should  be 
reported  to  a central  person  and  office.  This  person  will  be  Rosalie 
Little  Thunder,  you  can  contact  her  through  Karen  Little  Thunder  of  Rapid 
City,  SD,  (605)  394-9730. 


(+j  + ) 
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This  delegation  will  ensure  the  cohesive  and  timely  planning  needed  to 
protect  our  relative  the  Buffalo.  This  also  directs  any  fundraising  to 
it's  proper  area,  so  financial  needs  are  addressed  accordingly  and  are 
accountable . 

We  need  to  bring  together  our  information,  expertise  and  financial  support 
so  we  can  best  meet  the  needs  of  one  another's  assistance  toward  this 
spiritual  issue.  Please  inform  Rosalie  Little  Thunder  of  any  fundraising 
toward  this  cause. 

Mitakuye  Oyasin, 

Chief  Arvol  Looking  Horse 

"RE : Rosebud  Resolution"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Apr  1997  19:00:20  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Rosalie  Little  Thunder  via  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Rosebud  Resolution 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  resolution  by  the 
Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  by  Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  Lakota  Elder. 

Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe 
Resolution  No  97-87 
Passed  4/14/97 

WHEREAS,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Nation  is  a federally  recognized  Indian 
Tribe  organized  pursuant  to  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  of  1934  and  all 
pertinent  amendments  therof  and; 

WHEREAS,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Nation  is  governed  by  a Tribal  Council 
made  up  of  elected  represenatives  who  act  in  accordance  with  the  powers 
granted  to  it  by  its  Constitution  and  By-Laws  and; 

WHEREAS,  the  buffalo  is  of  significant  spiritual  and  cultural  value  to 
the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Nation  and  the  Great  Sioux  Nation  and  we  have  an 
inherent  right  and  responsibility  to  protect  the  buffalo  and; 

WHEREAS,  the  participants  of  the  Interim  Bison  Management  Operating 
Procedures  have  failed  to  consult  with  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Nation  or 
the  Great  Sioux  Nation  and; 

WHEREAS,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Council  and  the  RST  land  and  Natural 
Resources  Committee  strongly  object  to  the  decimation  of  the  Yellowstone 
Buffalo  herd  and; 

WHEREAS,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Council  and  the  RST  Land  and  Natural 
Resources  Committee  further  object  to  the  continuing  deaths  by  starvation 
of  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo  and; 

WHEREAS,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Nation  and  the  RST  Land  and  Natural 
Resources  Committee  desires  to  put  an  end  to  the  management  practices 
that  are  grossly  insensitive  to  the  spiritual  and  cultural  beliefs  of  the 
people  of  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Nation  and  the  Great  Sioux  Nation  and 
because  historically,  the  buffalo  became  almost  extinct  due  to  similar 
wholesale  and  unregulated  slaughter,  now. 

Therefore  Be  It  Resolved,  that  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  objects  to  the 
current  management  of  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo  herd  and  hereby  requests 
that  further  management  of  the  Buffalo  herd  be  changed  to  reflect  the 
spiritual  and  cultural  beliefs  and  practices  of  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal 
People. 


Be  It  Further  Resolved,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 


Department  of  Interior,  and  the  Yellowstone  National  Park  consult  with 
the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Nation  and  the  Tribes  of  the  Great  Sioux  Nation 
regarding  a modified  management  plan. 

Be  It  Further  Resolved,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Council  requests 
immediate  action  to  protect  the  remaining  Yellowstone  Buffalo  herd  from 
starvation . 


"RE : Buffalo  Slaughter  Alert"  

Subject:  ***BUFFALO  SLAUGHTER  ALERT  4/9/97*** 

Date:  Wed,  09  Apr  97  15:28:57  -0600 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

UUCP  email 

Bison  Advocacy  Project 
POB  7381  Missoula,  MT  59807 
(406)  728-5733 

bison@wildrockies.org  (or  e-mail  me  at  jbarnes@wildrockies.org) 

WEBSITE : http://www.wildrockies.org/bison 

Today's  official  Winter  '96- '97  bison  kill-count:  1080 
Some  500-700  more  have  died  from  the  effects  of  this  harsh  winter: 

Fewer  than  1200  remaining  bison  have  been  counted,  down  from  3500  this 
summer. 

MAY  I ***DEAD***LINE 

By  May  1,  all  bison  still  outside  of  Yellowstone  National  Park,  including 
those  tested,  marked  and  tagged  as  being  brucellosis-free,  must  either 
return  to  the  park  or  be  shot.  Why?  Because  soon  the  cattle  will  be  trucked 
in  to  stock  Forest  Service  grazing  allotments.  Bison  killing  has  slowed  in 
recent  weeks  as  the  winter's  snowpack  melted  to  expose  forage,  and  bison 
have  not  needed  to  move  so  far.  But  when  this  deadline  arrives,  we  expect  a 
full-on  massacre  of  the  remaining  animals.  Which  is  why  there's  been  a... 

BORDER  PATROL  FORMED 

Rosalie  Little  Thunder,  Lakota  elder,  and  the  InterTribal  Bison  Cooperative 
(ITBC)  have  received  a commitment  from  the  Tokala  Society  of  the  Oglala 
Lakota  to  form  a Yellowstone  border  patrol  to  keep  the  state  of  Montana  from 
killing  any  more  bison.  Riders  may,  ecologically  incorrect  as  it  might  be, 
haze  bison  back  and  feed  them  if  necessary  to  keep  them  safe  from  Montana's 
gunboys.  The  Yellowstone  bison  survived  near  extinction  and  years  of  ranch 
management  from  the  turn  of  the  century  until  1968.  They're  clever  animals 
and  they'll  survive  "pollution"  by  feeding  and  manipulation.  They  don't 
survive  bullets  very  well.  Whatever  direct  action  bison  protectors  take  to 
keep  them  alive  this  season,  we  remain  resolute  in  keeping  the  Yellowstone 
herd  free,  wild  and  unfenced.  For  more  information,  how  to  send  support, 
help  take  part  etc.,  contact  ITBC  at  POB  8105  Rapid  City,  SD  57709-8105 
phone:  (605)394-9730,  fax:  (605)394-7742,  e-mail:  itbc@rapidcity.com 

YELLOWSTONE  STATE  GAME  FARM? 

Montana  Governor  Marc  Racicot  is  trying  to  slip  through  the  state 
legislature  a bill  that  would  allow  the  Department  of  Livestock  to  sell 
captured  wild  bison  on  the  open  market,  proceeds  to  fatten  the  DOL's 
budget.  This  contradicts  the  state's  own  rhetoric  which  heretofore  has  found 
the  threat  of  disease-free  bison  so  severe  that  they  would  not  accept 
proposals  to  quarantine  them  in  tribal  facilities  for  later  incorporation 
into  tribal  herds.  Apparently  the  prospect  of  money  has  lessened 
brucellosis's  virulence. 

The  prospect  of  a state's  selling  off  public  wildlife  for  profit  is 
appalling. 

Please  contact  the  Governor's  office  and  demand  that  Racicot  withdraw  the 
bill.  Governor  of  Montana,  Marc  Racicot,  State  Capitol,  Helena,  MT  59620 
(406)  444-3111  e-mail:  momholt-mason@mt.gov 


DEMAND  THAT  THE  CHURCH  UNIVERSAL  AND  TRIUMPHANT  MAKE  ROOM  FOR  WILD  BISON. 


They  wanted  to  have  a place  in  the  wild  heart  of  Yellowstone,  but  they  have 
been  merciless  towards  Yellowstone  bison,  demanding  that  all  bison  that  show 
up  on  "their"  land  be  exterminated.  The  state  has  gleefully  complied.  347 
bison  have  been  killed  this  season  where  Yellowstone  abuts  CUT'S  Royal  Teton 
Ranch.  Let  'em  know  what  you  think  of  their  actions.  CALL  TOLL-FREE!  1-800- 
437-3366,  TOLL-FREE  FAX!  1-800-221-8307,  e-mail:  tslinfo@tsl.org 

NATIONAL  WILDLIFE  FEDERATION'S  BISON  PR03ECT  SUES  APHIS 

After  APHIS  denied  the  Project's  request  under  the  Freedom  of  Information 
Act  for  information  backing  up  APHIS' s directive  that  wild  bison  must  be 
removed  from  potential  contact  with  cattle  or  Montana  could  lose  its 
brucellosis-free  status,  NWF  filed  suit  to  force  the  agency  to  cough  up  its 
justifications.  Maybe  APHIS  fears  the  exposure  of  its  corruption  on  this 
issue.  Check  out  NWF's  Bison  Project  website: 
www.nwf.org/nwf/news/bishome.html 

SPECIAL  CONTEMPT  DUE:  to  Senator  Max  Baucus  (D-MT)  who,  while  supporting 
livestock  industry  attempts  to  have  the  Yellowstone  bison  managed  like 
cattle,  blathered  on  in  a recent  radio  interview  about  the  dangers  of 
"airborne"  transmission  of  brucellosis.  Such  a thing  does  not  occur.  It's  a 
case  of  the  venal  leading  the  ignorant.  Meanwhile,  Max  better  not  stand 
downwind  of  MT  state  Vet  Clarence  Siroky,  who  has  brucellosis  (undulant 
fever)  as  a result  of  hanging  out  one  too  many  times  at  the  south  end  of  a 
cow. 

DONATIONS  NEEDED:  Send  to  Bison  Advocacy  Project/Ecology  Center,POB  7381 
Missoula,  MT  59807. 

Give  these  demands  to  the  politicians  and  bureaucrats  below! 

--  Halt  the  bison  extermination  program. 

--  Cancel  cattle-grazing  leases  on  public  lands  around  Yellowstone. 

--  Allow  bison  to  travel  onto  such  state  and  federal  lands  as  they  choose. 

--  Transfer  bison  causing  "damage"  on  private  lands  to  quarantines  in 
Montana  on  tribal  or  public  land  and  incorporate  them  into  herds  on  public 
lands  and  adequate  tribal  lands  being  as  hands-off  as  possible. 

--  Control,  test  and  vaccinate  *cattle*  on  private  lands  in  the  Greater 
Yellowstone  Area. 

--  Transfer  management  of  Montana's  wild  bison  back  to  the  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks. 

--Maintain  Yellowstone  NP's  policy  of  natural  regulation- -NO  FENCES  FOR 
WILD  BISON! 

BOYCOTTS  OF  MONTANA: 

-The  fund  for  Animals  has  called  a tourism  boycott  of  Montana.  Call  the 
Montana  Travel  Bureau  1-800-847-4868  or  http://travel.mt.gov  (No  more 
visits  till  the  slaughter  stops!) 

-BOYCOTT  BEEF!  Call  the  Montana  Stockgrowers  Association  at  (406)  442-3420 
to  register  your  distaste  for  beef  tainted  by  bison  extermination. 

***Video  clips  of  the  slaughter  are  available  from  Cold  Mountain,  Cold 
Rivers  POB  7941  Missoula,  MT  59807  (406)  728-0867  cmcr@wildrockies . orgt  *** 
-APHIS  Administrator  Terry  Medley,  (202)720-2511,  fax  (202)720-3982 
-Governor  of  Montana,  Marc  Racicot,  State  Capitol,  Helena,  MT  59620  (406) 
444-3111  momholt-mason@mt.gov 

-Superintendent  of  Yellowstone  National  Park,  Mike  Finley,  Box  168 
Yellowstone  National  Park,  Wy  82190  (307)344-2002,  e-mail: 
webmaster@nps . gov 

-Montana's  US  Senators  Max  Baucus  at  max@baucus.senate.gov  and  Conrad  Burns 
at  conrad_burns@burns. senate.gov 

-Bruce  Babbitt,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Interior  Bldg.  1849  C St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20240  Ph:  (202)  208-7531,  fax:  (202)  208-6956,  e-mail: 
Bruce_Babbitt@IOS . DOI . GOV 

-Dan  Glickman,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  200  A Whitten  Bldg.,  1400 
Independence  Ave.  SW,  Washington,  DC,  Ph:  (202)  720-2166,  e-mail: 

Agsec@usda . gov 

BISON  BELONG  IN  MONTANA! 


"RE:  Shoshone  in  Trouble  in  Death  Valley" 

Date:  6:24  PM  Apr  10,  1997 

From:  Mike  Feinstein  <mfeinstein(3igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Shoshone  in  Trouble  in  Death  Valley 

Newsgroup:  igc.grns. cal. forum 

HELP  THE  TIMBISHA  SHOSHONE 
Draw  the  Line 


Secretary  Babbitt  Promises  To  Throw  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  off  their 
Ancestral  Homeland  in  Death  Valley 
Death  Valley,  California  - Thursday,  March  7: 

At  a meeting  in  Death  Valley,  California,  federal  officials  from  the 
National  Park  Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  told  leaders  of  the 
Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  that  their  boss.  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce 
Babbitt,  has  decided  to  throw  the  Tribe  off  the  last  remnant  of  its 
traditional  homelands  in  Death  Valley.  The  Secretary  will  force  the  Tribe  to 
give  up  the  tiny  40  acre  camp  in  Death  Valley  it  was  relocated  to  when 
President  Hoover  took  the  Tribe's  land  away  in  1933  to  establish  the  Death 
Valley  National  Monument. 

Pauline  Esteves,  Acting  Tribal  Chairperson  and  tribal  elder,  observed  that 
this  latest  action  by  the  federal  government  is  just  one  more  attempt  at 
"ethnic  cleansing." 

"Since  1933,  the  National  Park  Service  has  done  everything  in  its 
power  to  deny  the  Tribe's  historical  claims,  pretend  we  do  not 
exist,  and  to  get  us  out  of  the  Park.  While  only  about  fifty  of 
our  members  managed  to  maintain  a continuing  presence  in  the 
Valley  on  this  water-starved , sand-blown  40  acre  parcel,  the  Park 
Service  has  treated  us  like  dirt.  Over  the  years,  this  arrogant 
agency  has  controlled  our  every  movement,  cut  off  our  power, 
severed  access  to  our  sacred  sites,  fined  us  for  engaging  in  our 
traditional  practices,  and  bulldozed  our  homes  when  our  people 
vacated  them  to  return  to  traditional  summer  camps." 

According  to  Richard  Boland,  Tribal  Administrator  and  Chief  Spokesman  for 
the  Timbisha  Shoshone  Land  Restoration  Committee,  the  Tribe  reacted  in 
disbelief  to  the  news  delivered  by  the  federal  officials.  "The  Tribe  had 
been  hopeful  its  sixty-three  year  old  grievance  would  be  finally  redressed 
with  the  passing  of  the  California  Desert  Protection  Act.  This  Act,  passed 
in  October  1994,  largely  because  of  strong  support  from  California  Senator 
Dianne  Feinstein  and  environmentalists,  added  some  3 million  acres  of  desert 
land  to  the  National  Monument  and  made  the  whole  area  into  a National  Park. 
But  of  particular  interest  to  the  Tribe,  the  Act  included  a provision 
instructing  the  Secretary  of  Interior,  while  implementing  this  huge  land 
transfer,  to  conduct  a study  of  the  Tribe's  aboriginal  homelands  with  the 
purpose  of  identifying  "lands  suitable  for  a reservation"  for  the  Timbisha 
people.  Congress  explicitly  instructed  the  Secretary  of  Interior  to  prepare 
this  study  "in  consultation  with  the  Tribe."  In  the  words  of  Tribal 
Chairperson  Esteves: 

"Finally  the  secret  is  out.  And  once  again  the  federal  government 
'did  it  to  us'  rather  than  with  us.  It  was  one  long  eleven-month 
'charade.'  Those  pasty-faced  bureaucrats  knew  from  the  beginning 
that  they  would  not  restore  ancestral  lands  to  us.  They  sat  there 
through  presentation  after  presentation  by  the  Tribe,  fooling  us 
into  believing  that  there  could  be  a sincere  dialogue  between  the 
federal  government  and  its  constituents.  We  spent  over  a hundred 
thousand  dollars,  hiring  the  best  anthropologists,  historians, 
lawyers  and  economic  consultants,  gathering  data,  establishing  the 
suitability'  of  segments  of  our  traditional  homelands  proposed  to 
be  taken  into  trust.  We  made  countless  proposals.  We  got  nothing 
of  substance  back,  no  effort  on  their  part  to  even  meet  us  part 
way.  Instead  of  a dialogue  and  a respectful  exchange  between  of 


ideas , we  were  stonewalled.  Instead  of  a commitment  to  right  an 
old  wrong,  to  fulfill  the  government's  trust  responsibility  to  this 
nation's  first  people,  this  Democratic  Administration  has  used  its 
enormous  power  to  clobber  us.  And  to  add  insult  to  injury,  this 
Administration  used  the  Desert  Protection  Act,  to  legitimatize  the 
government's  decades-long  racist  policy  to  get  Indians  out  of 
National  Parks.  This  liberal  Act  has  been  used  by  the  Clinton 
Administration  as  the  final  solution'  to  its  Indian  problem  in 
Death  Valley." 

The  forced  removal  of  the  Tribe  from  its  homelands  in  Death  Valley  will 
extend  that  lie  that  the  Park  Service  has  perpetuated  ever  since  it  stole 
the  land  and  created  the  myth  that  there  were  no  Indians  living  in  the  area. 
This  is  not  only  unfair  to  the  Tribe  but  it  continues  to  corrupt  the  Park's 
mandate  to  truly  share  this  national  treasure  with  the  American  public. 

There  are  over  a million  tourists  who  visit  Death  Valley  each  year  both 
lured  by  the  area's  stark  beauty  and  its  unique  history.  An  essential  part 
of  the  region's  legacy  has  been  the  Timbisha  Shoshone  people  who  have  been 
an  integral  part  of  the  desert  for  thousands  of  years.  The  lands  are  replete 
with  historical  encampments,  hunting  trails,  burial  grounds,  hidden  springs 
and  archaeological  sites  that  have  powerful  traditional  and  spiritual 
significance. 

Instead  of  the  Valley  just  perpetuating  "Death"  as  the  National  Park  Service 
would  have  visitors  believe  today,  the  arid  land  and  natural  resources  have 
sustained  a resilient  and  creative  desert  people  and  a rich  Native  American 
culture  for  thousands  of  years.  Until  the  Tribe  was  cut  off  from  its  land  in 
1933,  it  had  been  an  integral  part  of  the  ecological  equation  - cultivating 
mesquite,  pine  nuts  and  other  indigenous  plant  life  for  food,  developing  and 
preserving  springs  for  their  own  use  and  to  protect  and  enhance  the 
wildlife,  and  selectively  burning  underbrush  to  prevent  forest  fires  in  the 

mountains.  The  Timbisha  Shoshone  Tribe  holds  the  secret  to  surviving  one  of 

the  awesome  deserts  in  the  world  and  the  public  most  assuredly  would  love  to 
learn  the  knowledge  and  wisdom  directly  from  the  people  who  possess  it. 

Until  now  the  National  Park  Service  has  kept  all  this  a closely  guarded 

secret  lest  the  truth  of  its  land  theft  also  has  to  be  revealed. 

[Note : 

Before  the  coming  of  the  white  man,  the  Shoshone. . .were  one  of 
the  most  ecologically  efficient  Indian  groups  in  North  America. 

They  had  maintained  a delicate  balance  with  nature,  but 

overgrazing  and  destruction  of  game  rapidly  transformed  the 

western  Shoshonean  groups  of  Utah  and  Nevada  into  poor 

Indians ...  Brigham  Madsen,  The  Shoshoni  Frontier  and  the  Bear  River 

Massacre. 

We  will  not  take  this  lying  down.  We  still  have  faith  in  the  American  people 
and  in  the  democratic  system  of  government.  If  our  government  can  stand  up 
for  justice  in  Bosnia,  it  should  be  able  to  do  the  right  thing  in  Death 
Valley.  Please  support  us  in  this  fight  by  providing  necessary  information 
in  the  following  input  form: 


Should  you  wish  to  write,  fax,  or  call  please  note  the  following: 

The  Timbisha  Shoshone  - Death  Valley  Land  Restoration  Project 

PO  Box  206 

Death  Valley,  CA  92328-0206 
Ph.  (619)  786-2374  Fax  (619)  786-2375 
Chief  Spokesperson:  Richard  F.  Boland 
(619)  786-2374 


- "RE:  ICWA  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Apr  1997  16:58:07  -0500 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : ICWA  update 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 


INDIAN  CHILD  WELFARE  ACT  UPDATE 


Congressman  Young  and  Miller  Introduce  ICWA  amendments  - H.R.  1082 

On  March  13  Congressman  Don  Young  (R-AK)  joined  by  Congressman  George 
Miller  (D-CA)  introduced  H.R.  1082  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act 
Amendments  of  1997.  The  bill  is  virtually  identical  to  the  House  ICWA 
bill  that  they  introduced  last  year  (H.R.  3828)  that  tribes,  Indian 
organizations  and  the  American  Academy  of  Adoption  Attorneys  helped 
develop.  A similar  ICWA  bill  was  also  introduced  last  year  in  the 
Senate  by  Senators  McCain  (R-AZ)  and  Inouye  (D-HI)  as  S.  1962. 

Congressman  Young  expressed  interest  in  working  to  pass  H.R.  1082  this  year, 

starting  with  a hearing  in  the  House  Resources  Committee  later  this 

year. 

The  following  is  the  text  of  Congressman  Young's  introductory 
statement  for  H.R.  1082  from  the  Congressional  Record  of  March  13, 

1997. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I am  pleased  to  offer  legislation  with  the  ranking 
minority  member  of  the  Resources  Committee,  Mr.  George  Miller.  The 
104th  Congress  considered  several  legislative  bills  to  amend  the 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  (ICWA),  however,  none  of  the  legislative 
measures  were  enacted  into  law.  In  may  1996,  the  Committee  on 
Resources  and  I directed  the  Tanana  Chiefs  Conference  to  begin  a 
consultation  effort  with  the  American  Academy  of  Adoption  Attorneys, 

National  Indian  Child  Welfare  Association,  and  tribes  to  draft  ICWA 
legislation.  Last  year,  tribal  representatives  met  in  Tulsa,  OK,  to 
reach  a consensus  to  address  concerns  expressed  with  the  ICWA.  This 
legislation  contains  identical  language  which  was  drafted  and  agreed 
to  by  the  Academy  of  Adoption  Attorneys  and  tribal  representatives  in 
H.R.  3828.  H.R.  3828  was  favorably  reported  out  of  the  Committee  on 
Resources,  however  it  was  not  considered  by  the  House  in  the  104th 
Congress.  This  legislation  addresses  many  of  the  concerns  of  the 
adoption  of  native  children  by  providing  notice  to  tribes  for 
voluntary  adoptions,  terminations  of  parental  rights,  and  foster  care 
proceedings.  It  provides  for  time  lines  for  tribal  intervention  in 
voluntary  cases  and  provides  criminal  sanctions  to  discourage 
fraudulent  practices  in  Indian  adoptions.  The  proposal  provides  for 
open  adoptions  in  states  where  state  law  prohibits  them  and  clarifies 
tribal  courts  authority  to  declare  children  wards  of  the  tribal 
courts.  Additionally,  it  clarifies  the  limits  on  withdrawals  of 
parental  consent  to  adoptions.  In  addition,  it  states  that  attorneys 
and  public  and  private  agencies  have  a duty  to  inform  Indian  parents 
of  their  rights  under  ICWA,  and  provides  for  tribal  membership 
certification  in  adoptions.  These  reforms  resolve  the  ambiguities  in 
current  law  which  resulted  in  needless  litigation,  and  have  disrupted 
Indian  adoption  placements  without  reducing  this  country's  commitment 
to  protect  Native  American  families  and  promote  the  best  interest  of 
Native  children.  Mr.  Speaker,  all  of  the  provisions  contained  in  this 
bill  have  been  tentatively  embraced  by  the  Academy  of  Adoption 
Attorneys  and  tribal  representatives.  My  committee  will  seek 
additional  input  from  the  Department  of  Justice,  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  and  the  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services.  Last  year, 
both  the  Department  of  Justice  and  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
embraced  identical  ICWA  legislation.  Additionally,  Jane  Gorman,  the 
attorney  for  the  Rost  family  embraced  the  supported  passage  of  this 
legislation  in  the  104th  Congress.  The  Rost  case  has  been  a sad  and 
tragic  case  which  was  caused  by  an  attorney  who  tried  to  cover  up  the 
natural  parent's  tribal  membership  and  purposefully  avoided  checking 
with  the  grandparent ' s extended  family  of  the  children  to  see  if  the 
family  was  available  to  adopt  these  children.  The  sad  part  is  that 
this  attorney  did  not  violate  the  law,  but  he  inflicted  sorrow  on  the 
Rosts,  the  grandparents  of  the  children,  and  ultimately  on  the 
children  themselves.  This  proposed  legislation  will  impose  criminal 
sanctions  on  attorneys  who  violate  ICWA  requirements  in  the  adoptions 
of  a Native  child.  In  closing,  I believe  we  have  acceptable 
legislation  which  will  protect  the  interests  of  adoptive  parents. 

Native  extended  families,  and  most  importantly,  Alaska  Native  and 
American  Indian  children. 


For  more  information  please  contact  staff  member: 

David  Simmons 

National  Indian  Child  Welfare  Association  3611  SW  Hood  St.,  Suite  201 

Portland,  OR  97201 

Phone:  (503)  222-4044  ext. 19 

Fax:  (503)  222-4007 

e-mail:  info@nicwa.org 

"RE : Walk  for  Sexual  Abuse  Healing"  

Date:  Wed,  9 Apr  1997  04:49:02  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Lynne  Moss-Sharman  <lsharman@microage-tb . com> 

Sub j : Native  Anglican  Bishop  walking  for  sexual  abuse  healing 

UUCP  email 

April  8 1997  Chronicle  Journal 
Thunder  Bay  Ontario 

DISTRICT  NATIVES  ATTEMPT  TO  START  HEALING  PROCESS  by  Gail  Cohen 

Organizers  are  hoping  the  $34,000  raised  to  date  by  the  Sacred  Walk  for 
Healing  is  just  the  beginning.  A weekend  fund-raising  event  in  Sioux 
Lookout  was  the  first  major  step  to  raise  awareness  of  the  walk,  which  began 
March  4 at  Sachigo  Lake  First  Nation.  "The  money  will  be  used  for 
counselling  for  abuse  victims  and  survivors  of  residential  school  abuse," 
said  Muskrat  Dam  Chief  Sam  Beardy.  The  walk  was  started  by  Bishop  Gordon 
Beardy  to  raise  funds  for  community-based  healing  initiatives  and  to  create 
awareness  of  sexual  and  other  abuses  in  native  communities.  He  arrived  at 
the  700-km.  mark  of  the  3000  km.  route  in  Sioux  Lookout  on  Friday.  "I  have 
seen  people  suffering,  and  if  I can  do  something  for  them  then  I will,"  he 
said . 

Gordon  Beardy  was  installed  as  bishop  of  Keewatin  in  December  and  is  the 
first  aboriginal  Anglican  diocesan  bishop  in  Canada.  He  said  he  was  raised 
in  a residential  school  and  suffered  its  injustices.  In  the  last  week,  two 
teenage  boys  committed  suicide  at  Kingfisher  Lake  which  Sam  Beardy  said  "is 
a direct  result  of  the  root  issues  faced  by  aboriginal  communities.  "We  are 
trying  to  address  this.  As  aboriginal  people  we  are  trying  to  take 
responsibility  for  ourselves  and  start  the  healing  process."  Big  Trout  Lake 
band  Coun.  Stephen  Chapman  is  one  of  more  than  500  people  who  have  walked 
with  the  bishop  and  his  six  core-walkers.  Chapman  is  also  an  Anglican  priest 
who  works  with  youth  and  was  at  Kingfisher  Lake  for  a weekend  rally.  "It's 
hard  for  the  community,"  he  said  Monday,  "but  things  are  continuing  on." 

Chapman  walked  along  the  winter  road  crossing  Big  Trout  Lake  and  said  even 
though  the  weather  wasn't  cold,  the  going  was  a bit  tough.  "The  ice  was 
slippery  and  I fell  on  my  face  a few  times,"  he  said.  "That  takes  its  toll 
when  you're  walking  for  seven  hours  straight."  Also  joining  the  walk  was  a 
group  of  Pelican  Falls  First  Nation  high  School  students.  "I  know  victims  of 
abuse,"  said  Grade  12  student  Rudy  Beardy.  "For  some  of  them,  counselling 
has  had  a good  outcome." 

Heather  Siddler,  a Grade  11  student,  said  she  knew  two  girls  who  were 
sexually  abused  and  who  committed  suicide.  "I'm  hoping  that  people  will 
realize  this  major  issue  is  happening  all  over  Northern  Ontario,"  she  said. 
The  walkers  were  to  leave  Sioux  Lookout  for  Dryden  Monday,  but  nasty  weather 
and  poor  road  conditions  delayed  them.  They  should  arrive  in  Dryden  today. 
Averaging  between  80  and  100  km.  a day,  Stan  Beardy  said  the  plan  is  to  be 
in  Winnipeg  in  under  three  weeks.  The  next  leg  of  the  trip  will  lead  to  Bird 
First  Nation,  a Cree  community  in  northern  Manitoba. 

submitted  by  Lynne  Moss-Sharman,  The  Stone  Angels,  Thunder  Bay 

"RE;  Press  Releases  on  HPL  Issues"  

Date:  Wed,  9 Apr  1997  22:53:42  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Fred  Sinkevich  <fasst6@unixs . cis . pitt . edu> 

Sub j : Press  Releases  on  HPL  Issues  (fwd) 

- - Forwarded  message 


From:  SDN/Dineh  Alliance  <dineh@primenet . com> 


A CALL  TO  ALL  RELIGIOUS  DENOMINATIONS 
AND  CHURCH  ORGANIZATIONS: 

THE  FORCED  EVICTIONS  OF  THE  DINEH  (NAVA30)  OF  THE 

HOPI  PARTITIONED  LAND  (HPL)  IS  AN  ISSUE  OF: 

* THE  DENIAL  OF  FREEDOM  OF  RELIGION  AND  THE  BASIC  HUMAN,  CIVIL  AND 
RELIGIOUS  RIGHTS  GUARANTEED  IN  THE  "SACRED"  U.S  CONSTITUTION  AND  THE  BILL 
OF  RIGHTS; 

* THE  STRICT  CONTROLS  AND  REQUIREMENTS  ON  OUR  ABILITY  TO  WORSHIP  THE 
CREATOR  AS  WE  PLEASE  ACCORDING  TO  OUR  DINEH  RELIGION  AND  THE  PERMITS 
REQUIRED  TO  CONDUCT  CEREMONIES; 

* THE  OFFICIAL  PROHIBITION  ON  THE  BURIAL  OF  OUR  DECEASED  ON  THE  HPL,  THE 
DESECRATION  AND  DESTRUCTION  OF  SACREDS  SITES,  AND  THE  DENIAL  OF  ACCESS  TO 
SACRED  SITES; 

* THE  CREATION  OF  A POLICE  STATE  ON  THE  HPL  VIA  PUBLIC  LAW  93-531--"The 
Relocation  Act  of  1974"  AND  P.L.  104-301- - "The  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute 
Settlement  Act  of  1996"  WHICH  HAS  INTERFERED  WITH  OUR  DINEH  SPIRITUAL  WAY 
OF  LIFE  AND  PRACTICE  OF  OUR  RELIGION; 

We  ask  above  all  things  for  your  prayers  and  offerings  on  our  behalf. 
Those  of  us  who  do  not  sign  the  latest  lease  proposal--the  Accommodation 
Agreement- -stand  to  lose  all  that  we  have  (physically)  under  the  current 
controlling  and  restrictive  terms  contained  therein.  Whether  we  sign  the 
Agreement  or  not,  some  of  us  face  imminent  eviction  (the  Hopi  Tribe  retains 
the  right  to  sue  for  eviction)  from  the  land  of  our  birth.  Our  umbilical 
cords  are  buried  where  our  ancestors  are  and  we  cannot  move  for  this  would 
be  against  the  First  Instructions  given  to  us  by  the  Creator;  the  Spiritual 
and  Natural  Cycles  of  Life  will  be  disrupted  severely.  We  are  denied  the 
right  to  bury  our  deceased  on  Hopi  Partitioned  Land  (HPL).  Our  ceremonies, 
gatherings,  and  other  religious  activities  are  regulated  by  a permitting 
process  that  is  foreign  to  our  Dine'  Religion  and  Way  of  Life  and  is 
designed  to  humiliate,  intimidate  and  harass  us  in  the  process.  Ceremonial 
hogans  have  been  dismantled,  even  while  ceremonies  are  being  conducted! 

The  land  we  dwell  upon  has  always  been  our  traditional  aboriginal  homeland 
within  the  Four  Sacred  Mountains.  Big  Mountain  is  our  sacred  shrine  and 
Black  Mesa  is  the  female  figure  in  our  Dine'  Religion.  There  are  many 
medicine  and  food  plants  that  are  being  wiped  out  because  of  the  mining 
(many  midden  and  burial  sites  have  been  destroyed  and  over  100  burial  sites 
expect  to  be  destroyed  within  five  years)  by  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company 
and  there  are  sites  that  will  no  longer  be  accessible  because  they  are  on 
the  HPL. 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation-Dineh  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  1042  Hotevilla,  AZ  86030  * Cell  Phone:  520/607-1449 

Sub-Ofc : P.O.  Box  2889  Window  Rock,  AZ  86515 
505/371-5551  * dineh@primenet.com 

Web  site:  http://www.primenet.com/~dineh/index.html 

Flagstaff,  AZ  Press  Conference  03-31-97 

It  is  a sad  day  for  both  the  Navajo  (Dine')  and  Hopi  Nations.  To  witness 
and  experience  the  U.S.  Government's  "divide  and  conquer"  tactic  as  it  has 
been  played  out  between  and  by,  both  tribes,  is  why  we  declare  this  day, 
April  01,  1997,  a "Day  of  Mourning".  In  the  future  it  will  be  made  clear 
to  all,  that  this  Relocation  Program  was  set  into  motion  by  the  greed  of 
the  U.S.  Government  and  multi-national  corporations,  all  intent  on  getting 
to  the  vast  natural  resources  that  we  line  on  top  of.  Both  tribes  continue 
to  pay  the  tremendous  cost  of  the  terrible  environmental  devastation 
inflicted  upon  us  for  pennies  on  the  dollar.  Going  against  spiritual  and 
natural  laws  will  ensure  that  our  future  generations  will  suffer.  This 
must  stop. 

"This  is  no  longer  a Dine'  issue  for  all  Red  Nations  are  threatened  with 
the  same  treatment  as  we  are",  said  Louise  Benally,  Spokeswoman,  Sovereign 
Dineh  Nation,  "Water  development  is  going  to  be  difficult  for  all  tribes  if 
this  'Public  Law'  is  allowed  to  stay  in  the  books.  At  present,  we  are 
denied  every  opportunity  for  development,  water,  economic,  social,  or 
otherwise  yet  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company  depletes  the  Navajo-Aquifer  at  a 


rate  of  over  a billion  gallons  of  pristine  water  per  year. 

It  has  always  been  the  contention  of  the  traditional  peoples  of  the  Dine' 
and  Hopi,  that  there  is  no  "land  dispute",  therefore  no  need  for  mediation. 
All  that  has  been  accomplished  at  the  expense  of  the  Dine'  who  reside  on 
the  Hopi  Partitioned  Land  (HPL)  has  been  a demonstration  of  a Police  State 
absent  of  a good  neighbor  policy  that  provides  for  dispute  resolution, 
judicial  recourse  and  due  process.  Those  who  do  not  sign  "resist"  in  the 
spirit  of  our  ancestors  and  for  the  good  of  future  generations.  Our  Dine' 
Religion  and  Way  of  Life  is  not  bound  by  man-made  laws  nor  can  we  submit 
ourselves  to  another  piece  of  paper  that  will  have  no  meaning  when  the  U.S. 
government  finds  another  reason  to  perpetuate  its  given  policy  of 
assimilation  and  (cultural)  genocide. 

"Our  prayers  are  for  our  Navajo  Nation  leadership  and  the  course  we  have 
set  upon.  We  stand  together  in  rejecting  (by  Navajo  Tribal  Council 
Resolution)  the  Accommodation  Agreement  and  the  hardships  imposed  upon  us 
by  the  federal  government  and  its  agencies  as  well  as  the  Hopi  Tribe", 
Benally  said,  "We  strongly  appeal  to  the  Hopi  Tribal  Chairman  and  the  Hopi 
Tribal  Council  to  reverse  it's  decision  and  reject  the  Accommodation 
Agreement  with  us.  The  future  generations  of  Hopi  also  depend  upon  your 
wisdom  in  this  uncertain  time,  do  not  allow  yourselves  to  be  played  by  the 
federal  government  and  perpetuate  the  phony  "Land  Dispute".  We,  as  Red 
Nations,  will  see  that  we  will  have  no  choice  but  to  stand  together  if  we 
are  to  protect  our  language,  culture  and  history. 

"RE : Definition  #1"  

Date:  Fri,  11  Apr  1997  02:17:09  -0400 
From:  dAVe  burlingame  <davidb@spl.lib.wa.us> 

Sub j : Definition  #1... 

UUCP  email 

Since  Larry  K.  has  taken  the  time  to  sort  of  lay  a foundation.  I'll  follow 
with  a couple  things  myself. 

Someone  had  asked  what  a "wannabe"  is,  and  here's  how  I responded. 
Thoughts? 

> Would  someone  please  define  "wannabe"  for  me,  I find  it  so  amazing  that 

> so  many  of  you  would  judge  me  for  wanting  to  live  a spiritual,  natural 

> existence  just  because  I am  a non-native. 

White  people,  new  agers,  environmentaliSSts,  etc.,  etc.,  sometimes  see 
with  clearer  vision  than  they  have  grown  accustomed  to,  and  with  these 
temporarily  hazeless  eyes  realize  what  many  others  (mostly  aboriginal 
cultures,  in  AmeriKKKa  and  abroad)  have  known  for  thousands  of  years:  it 
is  much  more  beneficial  to  live  with  the  land,  to  let  it  provide  for  you  so 
that  you  may  provide  for  it,  than  to  take  from  it  and  offer  no  compensation. 

What  happens  is  that  in  order  to  save  this  land,  to  care  for  it,  love,  and 
respect  it  as  NAtives  do,  many  narrow  and  small-minded  outsiders  want  to  be 
inside,  to  "be  Indian,"  as  if  adopting  the  ways  of  the  Humans  is  the  pathway 
to  enlightenment.  What  really  happens,  time  and  again  and  almost  without 
exception,  is  that  the  rock  that  is  NAtive  spirituality  is  constantly  being 
chipped  away  at  by  outsiders  who  think  that  owning  a piece  of  that  rock  is 
as  good  as  owning  the  whole  thing.  They  never  realize  the  true  nature  of 
the  rock:  that  like  all  else  on  this  planet,  it  belongs  to  all,  and  is 
owned  by  none.  The  outsiders  are  looking  for  Heaven,  for  salvation,  for 
answers  to  the  Universe,  and  think  that  our  dreamcatchers , our  prayer 
bundles,  our  smudgings  are  direct  pathways  to  their  Gods.  All  these 
thoughts  chip  away  at  our  rock,  because  the  outsiders  fail  to  see  that  we 
do  not  do  things  to  gain  some  God's  favour.  We  take  care  of  our  land  and 
our  people,  because  in  doing  so  we  take  care  of  all  of  us,  including 
ourselves.  And  nothing  else  is  more  important.  Ever. 

Ever  see  the  movie  "Lost  in  America?"  Albert  Brooks'  character  was 
obsessed  with  driving  out  West  and  "touching  Indians."  We  are  treated  as 
religious  icons,  as  holy  artifacts.  Not  as  people.  That  we  know  how  to 
take  care  of  our  land  is  beyond  reproach.  What  is  appalling  is  when  others 
want  to  take  part  in  things  that  they  have  no  right  to.  They  believe  our 


ceremonies  to  somehow  be  public  domain,  that  anyone  with  a shell  and  a 
feather  can  "be  Indian."  The  rock  is  chipped  even  further. 

This  rant  comes  very  close  to  dividing  right  from  wrong  down  racial  lines. 
But  for  all  the  supposed  sympathy  and  empathy  given  us,  outsiders  are  still 
trying  to  tell  us  what  is  NAtive  and  what  is  not.  AmeriKKKa ' s campaign  of 
genocide  continues... 

If  non-NAtives  ARE  GENUINELY  CONCERNED  about  what  is  being  done,  they  will 
ignore  the  problems  of  race,  of  what  constitutes  a wannabe,  or  a newager, 
or  an  environmentaliSSt , and  focus  instead  on  what  to  do  in  their  own 
back  yards,  in  their  own  governments,  to  affect  the  change  that  is  so 
sorely  needed.  None  of  us  can  ever  be  united,  none  can  hope  for  a true 
mending  of  the  circle,  if  instead  of  taking  action,  we  sit  around  discussing 
and  using  labels.  It  is  action,  and  action  alone,  that  will  reveal  your 
true  nature. 

NAtives'  concerns  about  wannabes,  etc.  aren't  meant  as  remarks  or 
attitudes  based  on  racial  divisions.  We've  all  seen  Indians  who  do  not 
act  Human  at  all,  who  trade  the  objects  and  materials  of  their  culture, 
of  their  heritage,  for  a wallet  of  green  paper.  Dust  as  there  are 
NAtives  who  do  not  treat  their  people  or  land  with  respect,  there  are 
many  non-NAtives  who  DO  care,  who  understand  what  is  happening  today  and 
are  taking  steps  to  stop  (and  hopefully  reverse)  the  damage  already 
done.  However,  a caring  attitude  is  not  an  entitlement  to  the 
"trappings"  of  a native  culture.  Outsiders  cannot  and  should  not  be  the 
ones  to  decide  what  things  they  are  ready  to  learn  from  NAtives.  It  is 
the  sole  province  of  the  Keepers  of  the  Ways  to  find  who  is  worthy  of 
knowledge  and,  more  importantly,  who  is  not. 

Final  Word:  what  is  needed,  above  all  else,  is  respect.  For  the  land, 
for  the  self,  and  (most  importantly)  for  our  Elders.  Don't  demand  that  an 
Elder  provide  you  with  answers,  with  stories  or  legends,  for  secrets  of 
their  Ways.  There  is  no  respect  in  making  such  demands.  Simply  sit  and 
listen.  When  it  is  truly  time  for  you  to  learn,  the  Elders  will  know. 

The  Grandfathers  will  know.  The  Grandmothers  will  know.  And  you  will  be 
taught,  and  you  will  never  forget,  because  they  can  see  that  you  are 
worthy. 

The  same  thing  goes  for  the  land.  Make  no  demands.  Sit  and  listen,  and 
when  the  land  knows  you  are  truly  ready  to  listen,  it  will  tell  you  what 
needs  to  be  done.  The  land  is  always  speaking  to  us,  but  it  also  decides 
if  you  will  understand  its  words. 

I hope  I in  some  small  way  have  begun  to  answer  your  question.  I have  made 
some  gross  generalizations  and  said  things  perhaps  out  of  anger,  but  I 
nonetheless  take  responsibility  for  each  and  every  word. 

THE  SHORT  ANSWER:  wannabes  are  simply  trying  to  be  something  they're  not 
and  have  no  right  to  even  pretend  to  be... and  they  don't  know  how  to  listen 
when  they  are  told  certain  things  are  none  of  their  business.  They  chip 
away  at  our  rock  and  prize  their  fragments  (or  sell  them),  and  they  never 
realize  the  effect  their  actions  have  on  the  rock  they  have  no  right  to 
take  part  of. 

These  are  my  words. 

All  My  Relations 
dAVe 

Cowlitz  Indian  Tribe 
Unconquered . 


"RE : Lil'Wat  Elder  Testifies" 

Date:  Sun,  13  Apr  1997  17:06:14  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  Lil'Wat  Elder  Testifies 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-: 
April  12,  1997  Bulletin 

LIL'WAT  GRANDMOTHER  : "SURVIVAL  OF  OUR  NATION  IN  DEOPARDY" 

Lil'Wat  elder  Lahalus  (Loretta  Pascal),  testified  with  great  dignity  at 
the  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  trial  April  9,  1997.  She  was  called  as  a 


witness  by  self-representing  defendant  Shelagh  Franklin. 

"I  am  Lil'Wat,  one  of  the  people  of  the  land.  Canada  came  after  us.  We 
have  our  own  laws...  the  people  are  our  constitution/'  Lahalus  said.  "We 
are  spiritually,  emotionally,  and  physically  connected  to  mother  earth  -- 
one  of  our  laws  is  to  protect  mother  earth,  and  all  her  children...  It 
isn't  just  an  environmental  issue,  the  survival  of  our  nation  is  in 
jeopardy.  We  are  connected  to  the  land  in  all  ways. 

Pascal  said  she's  been  working  with  native  rights  lawyer  Bruce  Clark 
ever  since  the  standoffs  at  Lire  Creek  and  Duffy  Lake  in  1990.  She's  been 
in  front  of  50  judges  over  issues  of  determination,  but  has  never  been 
answered,  even  though  "it's  in  the  Canadian  constitution  that  we  have  the 
inherent  right  to  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction." 

"I  had  to  make  a stand,  myself,  that  I was  no  longer  going  to  be  a 
victim  of  the  crimes,  abuses,  colonialism  and  genocide,"  Lahalus  continued. 
"I  have  found  my  own  identity,  I know  who  I am  and  where  I come  from." 

Pascal  further  testified  that  her  husband  Chubb,  like  defendant  Percy 
Rosette,  is  a traditional  caretaker  of  the  burial  site,  and  that  she  had 
learned  the  history  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  area  from  the  people  who  lived 
there . 

Lahalus  talked  about  the  1910  Shuswap-Okanagan  alliance,  the  1911 
Lil'Wat  Declaration  and  the  subsequent  alliance  all  three  nations.  Her 
grandfather  was  one  of  the  chiefs  who  made  the  Lil'Wat  Declaration;  "we 
were  just  carrying  on  where  they  left  off. "Dust  as  she,  as  a Lil'Wat,  had 
supported  the  stand  by  the  Shuswap  at  Ts'peten  in  1995,  Shuswap  elder 
Wolverine,  defendant  in  this  trial,  had  stood  with  the  Lil'Wat  at  the  1990 
Mount  Currie  blockade. 

When  Franklin  tried  to  question  the  witness  about  violence  against  the 
Lil'Wat  and  their  supporters  at  the  Ure  Creek  blockade,  which  was 
unattended  by  police,  Dudge  Dosephson  intervened:  "there  may  be  endless 
examples  of  that,  but  that  won't  assist  the  jury." 

Dosephson  also  declared  irrelevant  defence  counsel  Azevedo's  question  as 
to  whether  Lahalus  thinks  there  is  a pattern  of  RCMP  violence  against 
natives.  "I'm  sure  we  could  have  a two  or  three  year  trial  on  that  alone," 
the  judge  remarked. 

Another  self -representing  defendant.  Dames  (OD)  Pitawanakwat  related 
Lahalus'  testimony  to  his  own  nation.  OD  said  that  he's  Odawa,  one  of  the 
three  fires  of  Ojibway  nation,  that  they  too  have  their  own  laws,  known  as 
the  21  commitments,  and  that  there's  a strong  likeness  between  the 
commitments  and  a wampum,  a reference  to  the  Gus-Wen-Tah  (Two  Row  Wampum 
Treaty)  of  the  Haudenosaunee  Confederacy.  (Online  at  http://www.axess. 
com/users/mnation/tworowwampum . htm) 

Lahalus  pointed  out  that  people  of  different  nations  come  together  as  an 
"extended"  family  to  support  and  protect  each  other  and  their  lands. 

"I've  been  criminalized  for  standing  up  for  my  rights,  and  my  land, 

[but]  I've  freed  myself  from  that  Canadian  system.  I've  made  my  stand, 
that's  my  responsibility  as  a woman  and  a mother." 

--FREE  WOLVERINE  - FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS  - FREE  LIL ’ WAT- - 
FREE  ALL  SOVEREIGN  INDIGENOUS  NATIONS 
PLEASE  SEND  LETTERS  OF  PROTEST  TO:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

Ujjal  Dosanjh 

BC  Attorney  General  and  Minister  of  Human  Rights 

Parliament  Buildings 

Victoria,  BC  V8V  1X4  Canada 

Phone:  (250)  387-1866  Fax:  (250)  387-6411 

email : nlane@galaxy.gov . be . ca 

Select  Standing  Committee  on  Aboriginal  Affairs 
email:  ClerkComm@lass . gov. be . ca 

-SUPPORT  ORGANIZATIONS- 
Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign 

Spokespeople:  Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
Ts'peten  Legal  Defence  Team: 

Manuel  Azevedo,  Phone:  (604)  687-0231,  Fax:  (604)  687-0241 
Margaret  Clark,  c/o  Phone:  (604)  687-0231,  Fax:  (604)  687-0241 
Loretta  and  Chubb  Pascal  can  be  contacted  at 


PO  Box  208  Mount  Currie  "BC"  VON  2KO  "Canada 
Phone:  (604)  894-6640  Fax:  (604)  894-6095 
email  c/o:  lscroggi@cyberstore.com 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink . org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Walk  Against  Mining  Site"  

Date:  15  Apr  1997  00:25:29  GMT 

From:  "Michael  Wilson"  <mwilson@csd.uwm.edu> 

Sub j : Walk  against  Mining  Site 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

"Walk  To  Save  Our  Waters" 

Janesville  to  Crandon,  WI 
N.E.P.E.W. 

(Nations  for  the  Environmental  Protection  of  Earth's  Waters) 

Saturday,  April  26 

NEPEW  (sounds  like  Napayo)  is  a word  from  the  Menominee  language 
meaning  WATER.  Water  is  a vital  source  for  our  existence.  Our 
waters  are  the  blood  stream  of  our  Mother  Earth.  From  he  comes 
the  rivers  of  life  that  sustain  all  her  children.  If  we  allow  to 
be  poisoned  by  the  Crandon  Mining  Company,  we  are  allowing  children-- 
our  brothers,  sisters,  and  ourselves--to  be  poisoned. 

Support  the  "Walk  To  Save  Our  Waters"  from  "Miracle",  the  white 
buffalo  in  Janesville,  to  the  proposed  Crandon  mining  site  in 
Crandon,  WI.  The  walk,  over  355  miles,  will  begin  on  Saturday, 

April  26  and  will  be  led  by  Dewey  Skenandore,  a member  of  the 
Menominee  Nation.  Support  Dewey  as  he  comes  through  your  area, 
we  all  need  to  help  keep  our  waters  clean.  For  donations  please 
make  checks  payable  to:  Siggenauk  for  the  "Walk  To  Save  Our 
Waters"  and  send  them  to  N.E.P.E.W.  c/o  Siggenauk  Interfaith 
Spiritual  Center  3126  W.  Kilbourn  Ave.  Milwaukee,  WI  53208. 

To  keep  track  of  Dewey's  location  as  he  walks,  call  342-8166. 

To  support  the  Mining  Moratorium  Bill  call  your  Assembly 
Representative  at  1-800-362-9472  and  ask  them  to  support  the  bill. 

Water  is  a symbol  of  life.  Don't  let  Crandon  Mining  Company  make 
Wisconsin's  water  a symbol  of  death. 

N.E.P.E.W.  is  not  responsible  for  or  liable  to  any  persons  taking 
part  in  the  walk.  All  individuals  should  be  self-contained  and 
responsible  for  themselves  and  their  belongings. 

"RE;  Bear  Lincoln"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Aug  1956  16:08:33  +0000 
From:  Christina  Meckel  <lonewolf@pacif ic . net> 

Sub j : Bear  Lincoln 

UUCP  email 

Today  the  trial  of  Bear  Lincoln  begins  here  in  Ukiah  Ca.  Bear 
Lincoln  is  accused  of  shooting  a Mendocino  County  Sheriff  on  the 
Round  Valley  Reservation  in  Covollo  Ca. 

Rumors  and  little  media  coverage  make  this  all  I know,  though  I 
have  lived  here  through  this  episode.  I am  trying  to  contact  Cora 
Simmons  in  Covollo,  who  is  with  an  organisation  I think  called  The 


Round  Valley  Indian  Defence  Center.  What  I want  to  attain  from 
her  and  make  available  to  all  of  you  is  1)  the  history  of  the  Round 
Valley  Reservation  (how  it  came  into  being),  2)  what  led  up  to  the 
fire  fight  where  the  Sheriff  and  one  Native  person  were  shot  and 
killed,  3)  how  the  media  is  handling  (and  not  handling)  this  issue  4) 
their  (this  organisation)  belief  on  what  happened  5)  what  others 
can  do  to  help,  lend  support  6)  updates  on  the  trial 

As  I said,  the  speculations  and  rumors  have  been  going  like  crazy. 

I know  I do  not  believe  he  did  it,  and  have  good  reason  to  believe 
this,  but  I want  to  be  accurate,  so  am  not  posting  my  personal 
opinions . 

Anyway,  as  soon  as  I have  this  info,  I will  post  it.  Perhaps  we  can 
pray  for  Bear,  his  family,  and  this  community.  Thank  you- 

"RE : Round  Valley  Indians  for  Dustice"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Apr  1997  14:40:51  -0400 
From:  Ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub  j : Round  Valley  Indians  for  Dustice(fwd) 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

From:  nwilson@mcn.org  (Nicholas  Wilson) 

The  following  is  a letter  from  Cora  Lee  Simmons: 

* * 

* Round  Valley  Indians  for  Dustice  * 

* P.O.  Box  354  Covelo,  CA.  95428  * 

* (707)  983-8200  * 

The  Second  Annual  Candlelight  Vigil  in  memory  of  Leonard  "Acorn" 

Peters  is  soon  coming  upon  us.  Last  year  many  of  you  joined  us  and 
we're  definitely  looking  forward  to  seeing  you  again  this  year. 

The  vigil  is  in  memory  of  "Acorn,"  a tribal  member  who  was  murdered 
in  cold  blood  by  the  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  Office,  and  to  date 
has  received  no  justice. 

We're  "Calling  all  People"  to  be  with  us  at  this  important  event. 

Let  us  stand  together  in  memory  of  and  justice  for  "Acorn"  that  can 
only  come  with  the  exoneration  of  "Bear"  Lincoln. 

Overnight  stays  will  be  accommodated  and  our  food  we  will  share. 

The  Second  Annual  Candlelight  Vigil  Memorial  begins  Saturday, 

April  12  at  7:30  pm  on  Little  Valley  Road  on  the  Round  Valley  Indian 
Reservation.  This  was  the  scene  of  the  sheriffs'  ambush  of  Acorn. 

It  continues  Sunday,  April  13  at  2:00  pm  at  the  Buffalo  Room  of  the 
Round  Valley  tribal  hall,  where  there  will  be  a community  dinner  with 
speakers,  drumming  and  singing.  You  may  bring  your  favorite  dish  to 
share  with  others. 

The  following  day,  Monday,  April  14,  from  2-4  p.m.,  there  will  be  a 
"Gathering  for  Dustice"  for  Bear  Lincoln  outside  the  Mendocino  County 
Dail  at  951  Low  Gap  Road,  Ukiah,  CA. 

Bear  Lincoln's  murder  trial  begins  the  next  day,  Tuesday,  April  15, 
9:00  a.m.  at  the  Mendocino  County  Courthouse,  Ukiah,  CA. 

For  more  information  do  call  and  remember  your  contributions  to  this 
worthy  cause  will  always  be  appreciated. 

Respectfully, 

Cora  Lee  Simmons, 

Chairperson 

Round  Valley  Indians  For  Dustice 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  the  Round  Valley  killings  and  the  charges 
against  Bear  Lincoln  go  to  the  web  site  of  the  Albion  Monitor  at: 
http://www.monitor.net/monitor 

and  use  the  search  feature  to  look  up  Bear  Lincoln  or  Round  Valley  for 
a complete  list  of  stories  and  information. 


RE:  Assimilation  List 


Date:  Wed,  9 Apr  1997  12:18:58  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub  j : Assimilation  List 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

505  years  ago  the  "Assimilation  Phase"  began  and  it  hasn't  stopped  today. 
People  are  still  wanting  to  change  the  culture  and  belief's  to  suite  their 
own  needs.  Of  course  their  degree's,  certificate's,  and  diploma's  give  them 
that  right,  and  it  all  started  back  with  the: 

U.S.  Government  - Constitution/Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  the  U.S.  Citizenship  Act. 

1.  Federal  and  State  Laws/Acts  - Assimilation  Enforcer. 

2.  Treaty  - First  Start  of  Assimilation. 

3.  Indian  Board  of  Commissioner's  - Assimilation  Program  Enforcer. 

4.  B.I.A.  - Assimilation  Program  Enforcer. 

5.  Indian  Reorganization  Act  - Assimilation  Program  Enforcer. 

6.  Inter-Tribal  Councils  - Assimilation  Program  Enforcer. 

7.  Education  - Assimilation  Program/Enforced . 

8.  Theology/Religions  - Assimilation  Program/Enforced . 

9.  Archaeology/Anthropology  - Assimilation  Program/Enforced . 

10.  Urbanization  - Assimilation  Program. 

11.  Historians,  Scholar's,  Professor's,  etc.  - Assimilation  Enforcer's. 

12.  New  Age  Activity  - Assimilation  Program. 

13.  Wanna  Be's  - Full  Assimilation  by  the  year  2,000. 

14.  Wise-Use  Movement  - Assimilation  Program. 

15.  Anti-Indian  Movement  - Assimilation  Program. 

Dust  recently  myself  and  three  other  Sun  Dancer's  from  the  Duck  Valley 
Indian  Reservation  sat  down  in  a meeting  with  an  archaeologist  from  BLM 
and  expressed  some  serious  respects  surrounding  the  culture  and  belief's 
issue,  and  despite  I am  not  a Western  Shoshone,  I have  lived  here  for 
almost  30  years  and  I am  currently  the  Program  Director  for  the  Western 
Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society,  a non-profit  organization, 
established  to  preserve  and  protect  the  cultural  resources  back  in  1993, 
and  since  have  been  directly  involved  in  various  issues,  surrounding 
Tribal  Politic's  and  Sovereign,  and  I am  a former  member  of  A.I.M.  and  was 
very  active  in  the  70's. 

One  of  the  regards  we  spoke  about,  was  the  inclusion  of  "Outsider's"  in 
Traditional  issues  and  how  much  damage  they  have  caused,  and  what  good  if 
any,  but  for  the  most  part  we  came  to  terms  about  some  of  the  concerns  and 
interest  we  were  talking  about  along  the  line  of  Traditional  vs.  Non- 
Traditional,  and  how  we  should  promote  getting  rid  of  the  New  Age  activity, 
that  has  already  caused  a major  violation  of  NAGPRA,  and  it  has  yet  to  be 
addressed . 

For  the  most  part  the  so-called  "Tribal  Bickering"  that  people  often 
refer  to,  is  not  just  bickering,  it's  trying  to  exclude  illegal  activity 
promoted  by  Tribal  Member's,  who  lie,  cheat,  embezzle  tribal  funds,  and 
make  up  their  own  laws  to  justify  their  actions,  and  normally  get  support 
through  illegal  means  from  other  groups,  and  this  is  a fact. 

Tribal  Politic ' s/Tribal  Law  is  a very  serious  issue,  which  pertains  to 
"Real  People."  Illegal  Tribal  Council's  make  it  very  difficult  for  people 
to  advocate  their  needs,  and  what  makes  it  even  worse  is  New  Age  Groups 
and  or  Organizations  that  come  along  with  their  agenda,  which  includes  the 
advocacy  of  Sovereign  respects,  and  have  made  more  of  a mess,  because  they 
want  to  include  everyone,  normally  because  they  had  been  told  this  by  some 
self-proclaimed  spiritual  leader  or  medicine  person  some  regards  of  that 
nature. 

Tribal  Council's  today,  for  the  most  part  consist  of  Tribal  Member's  who 
are  devote  Christians,  some  who  recognize  the  Traditional  respect,  some 
who  refute  it,  and  often  they  respect  one  another  and  their  belief's, 
while  still,  there  are  those  who  endorse  the  many  Christian  sector's,  who 
still  travel  to  see  an  Indian  Doctor,  many  of  these  people  have  good 


intention,  still  some  are  a joke. 

All  in  all,  the  chaos  in  Tribal  Government  is  due  to  illegal  activity, 
such  as  embezzlement,  fraud,  changing  laws,  all  family  inclusion  in  tribal 
projects  for  self-gain,  which  hurts  many  tribal  member's,  including  tribal 
elder's,  and  to  date,  many  tribal  elder's  do  not  get  much  of  the  respect 
they  once  got,  and  this  is  something  I'm  seeing  currently,  with  two  tribal 
elder's  being  used  as  pawns  in  an  extortion  and  embezzlement  matter. 

Outside  groups,  such  as  the  Inter-Tribal  Council's,  Indian  Commission 
Boards/Projects(State) , Legal  Services,  B.I.A.,  Federal  Agency's,  State 
Agency's,  all  play  some  role  in  tribal  politic's,  mainly  due  to  the 
Government-to-Government  Executive  Order,  and  then,  this  is  where  people 
holler  the  loudest,  because  if  in  fact  an  illegal  council  is  in  operation 
and  under  extreme  protest,  there's  nothing  that  can  be  done  to  pursue 
these  people  from  endorsing  that  council,  and  then  the  worse  happens. 

This  actually  happens,  not  just  here  in  Nevada,  but  all  across  Indian 
Country,  and  what  is  even  worse,  everyone  wants  to  be  included  in  trying 
to  make  Tribal  Law  better,  but  it's  not  just  about  Tribal  Law,  it's  about 
people  who  just  don't  care  about  anything,  but  making  a name  for  theirself, 
somewhere,  somehow,  and  they  don't  care  who  they  step  on. 

So  if  you  are  going  to  talk  about  making  better  "Tribal  Law"  and  or 
promoting  "Sovereign"  respects,  first  you'd  better  talk  about  getting  rid 
of  the  phony's,  the  criminal's,  the  Wanna  Be's,  the  New  Age,  and  the 
Criminal  intent,  and  I know  for  a fact,  that  People  who  desire  change  or 
who  advocate  change,  are  only  doing  it  for  theirselves,  self-gain,  self- 
purpose and  they  have  no  idea  of  how  a tribal  council  operates,  or  how 

tribal  law  operates,  because  they  only  "Want"  for  theirself. 

The  Sovereign  Respects  of  our  people,  is  very  real,  just  as  is  Tribal 
Law,  just  as  is  the  Traditional  Law,  because  there  are  "Real  People" 
involved,  who  have  "Real  Lives."  There  are  many  of  our  people  involved  in 
the  ceremonies  and  medicine  ways  of  our  tribes,  and  we  will  use  these  ways 
to  protect  our  people,  protect  our  culture,  and  protect  our  belief's,  and 
know  that  this  is  how  we  will  fight  those  who  continue  to  try  and 

assimilate  us  into  mainstream  society,  not  in  a Christian  way,  not  in  a 

book  way,  not  in  a movie  way,  not  in  an  archeology  way,  not  in  an 
educational  way,  but  through  the  use  of  something  none  of  you  will  ever 
come  to  understand  or  know  of,  because  for  the  most  part,  many  of  you  are 
nothing  more  than  "Parlor  Indians"  with  "Parlor  Idea's",  and  know  that 
there  are  more  Non-Indians  who  have  a more  genuine  intent  of  addressing 
our  concerns  and  interest  then  some  of  you  self-proclaimed  Indians. 

By 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 
1581  Pinenut  Circl 

Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 


The  Indian,  America's  Prisoner's  of  War. 
"Roll  # 32814" 


"RE : Healing  Center  Director"  

Date:  Wed,  9 Apr  1997  04:49:07  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Lynne  Moss-Sharman  <lsharman@microage-tb . com> 

Sub j : Executive  Director  wanted 

UUCP  email 

Northwestern  Ontario 

Pic  River  Holistic  Healing  Center 

Executive  Director 

tentative  start  May  15,  1997 

The  Pic  River  Holistic  Healing  Centre  is  a 16  unit  residential  treatment 
facility  located  on  the  Pic  River  First  Nation  in  Heron  Bay,  Ontario.  Our 
goal  is  to  provide  treatment  and  aftercare  programming  to  individuals  of 
aboriginal  background  residing  in  the  Robinson-Superior  Treaty  area.  Program 
areas  are:  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics,  Compulsive  Overeating,  Grief  and 


Abandonment  issues,  sexual  abuse,  anger  management,  effective 
self-parenting,  and  family  violence. 

Telephone  807-229-1749  for  more  information. 

Resumes  to:  Holistic  Healing  Interview  Committee,  c/o  Pic  River  First 
Nation,  General  Delivery,  Heron  Bay  POT  1R0 
Closing  date  April  18,  1997  4.30pm 

"RE : pow  Recognition  Day"  

Date:  Wed,  9 Apr  1997  16:13:07  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : 1997-04-08  Proclamation  of  Former  POW  Recognition  Day  1997 
UUCP  email 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 
Office  of  the  Press  Secretary 


For  Immediate  Release  April  8,  1997 

NATIONAL  FORMER  PRISONER  OF  WAR  RECOGNITION  DAY,  1997 


BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
A PROCLAMATION 

Throughout  the  annals  of  American  military  history, 
our  men  and  women  in  uniform  have  placed  themselves  in  great 
peril  for  the  benefit  of  our  Nation.  Many  of  these  courageous 
guardians  of  our  freedoms  have  been  held  against  their  will  as 
prisoners  of  war.  The  American  people,  including  those  now 
serving  in  our  Armed  Forces,  continue  to  hold  in  the  highest 
esteem  these  men  and  women  who  suffered  the  loss  of  their 
personal  freedom  and,  in  some  instances,  their  lives. 

Although  there  is  no  threat  of  a major  conflict  in  our 
immediate  future,  we  face  continuing  military  challenges,  and 
our  Armed  Forces  still  deploy  "in  harm's  way"  to  maintain 
American  interests  and  stability  throughout  the  world.  Whether 
attempting  to  keep  the  peace  in  Bosnia,  evacuating  American 
citizens  from  Albania,  or  patrolling  the  world's  seas  and  skies, 
our  service  men  and  women  risk  capture  by  unfriendly  foreign 
forces . 

American  prisoners  of  war  have  always  proudly  struggled 
for  their  freedom  and  have  demonstrated  a profound  dedication 
to  their  country.  Although  international  law,  as  set  forth  in 
the  Geneva  Convention,  confers  a protected  status  on  prisoners 
of  war,  many  Americans  faced  difficult  conditions,  including 
torture,  but  they  persevered,  taking  comfort  in  their  love  of 
God,  family,  and  country.  We  can  never  know  the  extent  of  the 
brutality  and  hardships  many  of  them  encountered,  but  we  can 
express  our  sincere  admiration  for  their  courage  and  bravery. 

As  we  observe  National  Former  Prisoner  of  War  Recognition 
Day,  we  honor  and  recognize  all  American  service  personnel  who 
endured  detention  or  captivity  in  the  service  of  their  Nation. 

We  take  comfort  in  knowing  that  despite  enduring  daily  physical 
and  mental  trials,  many  survived  and  returned  to  productive 
lives  at  home.  But  we  remember  and  pay  homage  and  respect  to 
those  who  made  the  ultimate  sacrifice  while  in  enemy  hands. 
Today,  we  enjoy  the  freedoms  that  generations  of  American  men 
and  women  have  fought  to  defend.  Let  us  extend  to  Americans 
who  were  prisoners  of  war,  and  to  their  families,  our  profound 
gratitude  for  their  unselfish  contribution  to  the  preservation 
of  our  country.  We  will  never  forget. 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  WILLIAM  3.  CLINTON,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in 
me  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby 
proclaim  April  9,  1997,  as  National  Former  Prisoner  of  War 
Recognition  Day.  I call  upon  all  Americans  to  join  in 


remembering  former  American  prisoners  of  war  who  suffered 
the  hardships  of  enemy  captivity.  I also  call  upon  Federal, 
State,  and  local  government  officials  and  private  organizations 
to  observe  this  day  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  programs,  and 
activities . 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  this 
eighth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  nineteen  hundred 
and  ninety-seven,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America  the  two  hundred  and  twenty-first. 

WILLIAM  D . CLINTON 

- "RE:  Poem:  In  Honor  of  Our  Women" 

Date:  Thu,  10  Apr  1997  20:37:47  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : In  Honor  of  Our  Women 

UUCP  email 

"A  Quality  Woman" 

Hair,  long  and  black. 

Skin  as  smooth 
As  silk, 

A calm  appeal 
Of  serenity, 

A woman  of  quality, 

Indian  born. 

With  eyes 
Dark  as  night. 

Eyes  that  give  your  face  a warm 
And  caring  look, 

A look  one  knows 
Comes  from  within. 

You  are 

A woman  of  quality, 

Indian  born. 

With  features 
So  unique. 

You  awake  a person 
Deep  in  thought. 

Aware  of  your  presence. 

You  are  of  the  heart 
As  you  are  to  the 
Soul  and  mind; 

You  are 

A quality  woman, 

Indian  born. 

As  a woman 
You  shall  always 
Be  a wonder; 

A beauty  never-ending; 

A perfect  picture 
Of  life. 

As  life  should  be. 

You  are 

And  always  will  be 
A woman  of  quality, 

Indian  born! 


January  6,  1991 


By 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra.net 
1581  Pinenut  Circle 

Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 


The  Indian,  America's  Prisoner's  of  War. 
"Roll  # 32814" 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  97/04/06  01:40 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  <dfsanders@genie.com> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  20-26 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

20 

Cherish  the  fragile  beauty  of  nature  --  it  is  ours  to  borrow,  not  to  keep. 

21 

Sail  the  ocean  by  moonlight,  and  you  may  find  the  secret  island  of  the 
ancients . 

22 

To  know  true  power,  capture  the  wind  in  your  sails  and  journey  to  the  place 
which  no  one  has  ever  seen  before. 

23 

Three  things  sustain  life  --  food,  hope,  and  an  abiding  sense  of  wonder. 

24 

Give  me  the  beauty  of  nature  to  restore  my  spirit,  where  the  morning  dew 
glistens  in  the  sunlight,  and  the  wind  is  the  only  sound  that  I hear. 

25 

A wave  upon  the  sand  takes  only  a little  of  the  land  and  gives  the  blessings 
of  the  sea  in  return. 

26 

The  family,  ohana,  goes  on  from  generation  to  generation: 

the  seeds  of  tradition  we  plant  bear  fruit  in  a thousand  different  ways. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  10  April  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Tue,  15  Apr  1997  14:15:18  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 
Sub j : Run  For  Freedom 


The  American  Indian  Movement  Support  Groups  of  Ohio  and  Northern  Kentucky 
present 


THE  RUN  FOR  FREEDOM 


This  run  is  in  support  of  the  "Bring  Peltier  Home"  Campaign 
led  by  Dennis  3.  Banks 

The  run  will  start  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio  on  June  8th  and  arrive  in 


Tulsa,  Oklahoma  on  Dune  19th  - the  first  day  of  the  international 
conference.  All  runners  and  all  supporters  are  invited  to  participate  in 
this  12  day  multi-cultural  event. 

This  run  will  carry  the  clear  message  that  it  is  time  for  Peltier 
Clemency  NOW! ! 

21  YEARS  IS  LONG  ENOUGH!!! 

For  more  information  please  call: 

Bill  Boswell  (513)797-8944 
OR 


Dim  Torsen  (513)943-1229 
OR 

WRITE: 


"Run  for  Freedom" 

2851  Lindale-Mt.  Holly  Rd. 

Amelia,  Ohio  45102 

To  the  Four  Directions  Peace 


Date:  Tue,  15  Apr  1997  16:54:37  -0500 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

Sub j : O.U.  Amer.  Indian  Institute  conferences  - 1997 
Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

AMERICAN  INDIAN  INSTITUTE  CONFERENCES 
Dune  22-24,  1997 

8th  National  Native  American  Conference  on  Inhalants,  Alcohol,  Tobacco 
and  Other  Drugs 
The  Ridpath  Hotel 
Spokane,  WA 

Dune  30- Duly  1,  1997 

17th  Annual  Native  American,  Alaska  Native,  First  Nations  Cultural 
Curriculum  Development  Workshop 
KwaTaqNuk  Resort  at  Flathead  Bay 
Poison,  MT 

Duly  28-30,  1997 

4th  National  Conference  on  Gifted  and  Talented  Education  for  Native 
People  DoubleTree  Suites 
Seattle,  WA 

August  4-8,  1997 

Research  and  Writing  Tribal  History 

Oklahoma  College  of  Continuing  Education  Forum  Norman,  OK 

for  registration  or  additional  information,  contact: 

American  Indian  Institute 

College  of  Continuing  Education  Registration  The  University  of 
Oklahoma 

405.325.4127  or  toll  free  800-522-0772  ext.  2248 


Date:  Fri,  11  Apr  1997  06:24:36  -0600 

From:  Dick  Pierce  <pathways@spot . Colorado . EDU> 

Sub j : Attention  American  Indian  Artists  - Call  for  Art  - 1999  AISES 
Mailing  List:  AISESnet  Discussion  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

ATTENTION  AMERICAN  INDIAN  ARTISTS!! 

CALL  FOR  ART  FOR  1999  AISES  CALENDAR 

AISES  Calendars  have  been  a great  success  over  the  last  several 
years.  In  fact,  the  1997  Calendar  has  recently  won  the  prestigious 
Bronze  Award  for  Best  Graphic  Design  from  the  Calendar  Marketing 
Association.  The  "Native  American  Visions"  calendar  provides  AISES 
with  funds  for  its  vital  programs  with  American  Indian  youth  and 
provides  American  Indian  artists  with  broad-based  publicity  for 
their  art.  We  will  be  selecting  twelve  images  for  the  1999  Calendar 
on  or  about  Dune  30,  1997.  Each  selected  artist  will  receive  $150 


and  ten  calendars  ($110.  retail  value)  per  image  used,  or  $250  if 
the  image  is  also  used  for  the  cover.  We  have  printed  over  6,000 
calendars  in  prior  years,  so  the  publicity  value  to  the  artist  is 
substantial  as  well. 

If  you  are  an  American  Indian  artist,  please  consider  sending  us 
up  to  three  samples  of  your  art  for  consideration.  Also,  we  would 
appreciate  your  passing  on  this  notice  to  friends  and  fellow 
artists.  Submissions  may  be  photos  of  painting,  sculpture,  jewelry, 
bead/quill  work,  art  on  leather,  etc.  Please  send  us  a small  color 
photo  or  color  copy  of  the  work.  Please  DO  NOT  send  us  any 
original  art  at  this  time;  AISES  will  not  be  responsible  for  any 
loss,  return  or  damage  to  any  submission. 

If  your  submission  is  selected  for  the  1999  Calendar,  you  will  be 
notified  on  or  about  August  31,  1997.  If  selected,  we  will  require 
a quality  print  or  transparency  of  the  piece  for  approximately  6 to 
8 months  for  Calendar  production. 

So,  please  send  us  photos  or  color  copies  of  art  that  you  wish  to 
be  considered.  Please  send  all  materials  to: 

AISES  - 1999  Calendar 
5661  Airport  Rd . 

Boulder,  CO  80301 

Thank  you. 

Dick  Pierce  & Krista  Socash  for  the  AISES  Calendar 

**PLEASE  PASS  THIS  NOTE  ON  TO  YOUR  INDIAN  ARTIST  FRIENDS** 

R.H.  (Dick)  Pierce 

Director  of  Special  Programs  & Marketing 
AISES 

5661  Airport  Blvd 
Boulder,  CO  80301 
Tel: 303-939-0023 
Fax:303-939-0023 


Date:  Thu,  10  Apr  1997  12:45:10  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Pablo  Bellon  <pablob@coopext.cahe.wsu.edu> 

Sub j : Dartmouth  Pow-wow  (fwd) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Tracy  L.  Canard"  <Tracy . L. Canard@Dartmouth . EDU> 

Mailing  List:  IND-NET  <IND-NET%WSUVM1 . BITNET@cmsa . Berkeley . EDU> 

Hi  Pablo, 

Would  you  please  post  this  to  the  various  Native  American 
Listserves 

you  know  of  and  also  ask  people  to  send  it  on! 

Mvto . 

Tracy  Leigh 

Native  American's  at  Dartmouth  Present  the 
25th  Anniversary  Dartmouth  Pow-wow 
May  10th  & 11th,  1997 
On  the  Green  in  Hanover,  New  Hampshire 
rain  location:  Thompson  Arena 

Host  Northern  Drum:  Eagle  Bear  Singers;  Omak,  Washington 

Host  Southern  Drum:  Southern  Slam;  Zia  Pueblo,  New  Mexico 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Buddy  Gwin  (Mandan/Hidatsa)  Mandaree,  North  Dakota 

Arena  Director:  Howard  Bad  Hand  (Lakota)  Taos,  New  Mexico 

Head  Man  Dancer:  Taylor  Keen  (Omaha/Cherokee)  Omaha, Nebraska 

Head  Woman  Dancer:  3odi  Archambault  (Lakota)  Rosebud,  South  Dakota 

Drum  Contest!!!  All  drums  welcome 

Prize  Money ! ! 

**categories : Men's  Traditional,  Men's  Fancy,  Men's  Grass,  Men's 
and  Women's  Golden  Age,  Women's  Tradtional,  Women's  Fancy  Shawl, 

Women's  lingle,  Dunior  Boys  & Girls,  Tiny  Tots 

3rd  Annual  Indian  Basketball  Tournament  (cash  prize  and  trophy!) 
Pre-registration  a must,  call  for  info. 

Free  Parking 


Dance  Performances 
Free  Admission 
Arts  & Crafts 
Free  Community  Dinner 

For  more  information  call  the  Pow-Wow  Committee  office  at  (603) 
646-3792  or  e-mail  Tracy.L.Canard@Dartmouth.edu 


Date:  Wed,  09  Apr  1997  17:04:13  -0500 
From:  lozen  <lozen@concentric . net> 

Sub j : Pow  Wow,  Boulder,  Colorado 
UUCP  email 

Wes  Wildcat  asked  me  to  forward  the  following  notice  to  you. 
Red  Nations  Cultural  Unity  Celebration  Contest  Pow-Wow 
April  12  & 13  at  the  CU  Events  Center,  University  of 
Colorado  in  Boulder. 

All  drums,  dancers,  and  princesses  welcome,  prize  money  to 
be  awarded  in  various  dance  categories. 

HEAD  3UDGES 

Frank  Sherwood  (Arikara/Hidatsa) 

Andy  Cozad  (Kiowa) 

HEAD  GOURD  DANCER 

3ohn  Emhoolah  Hr.  (Kiowa) 

GOLDEN  AGE  HEAD  MAN 

Vernon  Harragarra  (Otoe-Missouria) 

GOLDEN  AGE  HEAD  LADY 
Lorie  Rieder  (Ho-Chunk) 

HEAD  MAN 

Charles  Hindsley  (Ho-Chunk) 

HEAD  LADY 

Tamya  Gallegos  (Comanche/Ute) 

HOST  NORTHERN  DRUM 
The  Boyz 

HOST  CANADIAN  DRUM 
Stoney  Park 
HOST  SOUTHERN  DRUM 
Yellowhammer 

For  more  information  call  303-492-8874,  Fax  303-492-5105 
LPP 


Date:  Tue,  8 Apr  1997  14:57:52  EDT 
From:  Ben  Chitty  <ABCQC@CUNYVM.CUNY. EDU> 

Sub j : Drums  honor  veterans  Hackensack  4/27 
Newsgroups:  soc. culture. native 

PRESS  RELEASE  Contact:  Bruce  H.  Dunnett 

For  Immediate  Release  (908)  477-7071 

PICT  (Society  to  Preserve  Indigenous  Culture  & Tradition) 
Sunday,  April  27th,  1997  12:00  Noon  to  2:00  PM 

On  the  steps  of  the  Bergen  County  Court  House  in  Hackensack,  New 
lersey,  PICT  will  sponsor  an  Honoring  Ceremony  with  the  Delaware 
Nation  Drum  "Two  Rivers  - One  Heart",  dedicated  to  all  Native 
American  Veterans  and  Prisoners  of  Indian  Wars. 

We  ask  America  for  the  release  of  Leonard  Peltier, 
loin 

Dennis  Banks  (Native  American  leader,  teacher,  lecturer, 
author,  co-founder  of  the  American  Indian  Movement 
/AIM,  and  founder  of  the  Sacred  Run  Foundation) 

Russell  LoudHawk,  Sam  LoudHawk,  and  the  Veterans  Honor 
Drum  of  the  Oglala  Nation 
To  speak  about  Native  American  sacred  land  issues 
and  the  sacredness  of  all  life. 

This  ceremony  will  be  followed  by  an  Evening  Concert  for  Leonard 
Peltier  at  Ramapo  College  in  Mahwah,  New  lersey,  from  7:00  PM 


until  11:00  PM. 

Contributions  to  cover  the  costs  of  the  "Bring  Peltier  Home" 
Campaign,  scheduled  to  begin  in  Miami,  Florida,  on  April  6th, 
and  end  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  on  May  11th,  will  be  accepted  at 
the  door  of  the  Ramapo  College  Free  Peltier  Concert,  and  gratefully 
appreciated . 

Directions  to  Court  House:  Take  Route  80  West,  Exit  66,  down  ramp 
to  light.  Turn  left  onto  Hudson  Street,  to  Court  House  and  (Free) 
Parking  Lot. 

A Day  of  Recognition  for  Leonard  Peltier 

and  Native  American  Veterans  of  All  Wars 

eople  of  One  Heart!  The  Vision  Unfolds,  The  Ceremony  Begins  ... 

For  you  who  perceive  this  situation  in  its  native  clarity,  this 
day  will  be  an  honorable  one.  But  this  day  may  be  a nightmare  for 
those  many  who  have  refused  to  accept  the  fact  that  an  illusion 
has  been  imposed  on  our  consciousness. 

I could  call  it  "The  Great  Lie,"  as  opposed  to  greater  truth,  but 
I won't.  The  battle  created  by  the  split  between  these  two 
perceptions  could  also  be  called  the  longest  war  in  the  history  of 
man,  so  maybe  we  should  start  there.  After  all,  we  are  honoring 
the  Native  American  veterans  of  all  these  wars,  not  just  the  ones 
designated  as  such  by  the  illusion. 

These  wars  go  back  over  500  years.  The  Holocaust  may  have  begun 
in  Spain,  but  certainly  didn't  end  there.  The  war  against  the 
people  of  Turtle  Island  continues  still,  contrary  to  popular 
belief.  It  has  become  the  war  against  the  Earth,  and  we  are  all 
victims  of  this  final  assault,  inflicted  upon  our  bodies  and  upon 
our  consciousness.  This  is  an  all-out  assault  upon  our  total 
existence  as  a created  entity ...  upon  our  spirit! 

This  final  battle,  sometimes  called  "Armageddon"  by  Christian 
people,  affects  not  only  the  human  (two-legged)  realm  but  touches 
all  our  relations...  the  trees,  the  clouds  and  the  water,  the 
Earth,  and  the  air  we  breathe,  the  eagles  and  birds  (messengers), 
the  fish,  the  four-leggeds,  and  the  creepers.  All  medicine 
beings,  plants  and  food,  all  our  brother  and  sister  relatives  in 
creation  have  felt  the  effects  of  man's  activities  on  our  Sacred 
Mother  Earth. 

Will  we  allow  ourselves  to  comprehend  this?  For  the  sake  of 
simplicity,  let  us  consider  just  the  last  seven  generations... 
using  the  "heart  of  the  turtle"  as  our  barometer. 

In  the  heart  of  Turtle  Island  are  the  Black  Hills,  called  "Hesapa" 
by  the  Lakota  caretakers  who  live  there.  In  the  beginning,  the 
Americans,  who  were  poor  due  to  continued  wars  with  one  another, 
needed  a route  to  the  gold  in  California.  This  money  road  to 
recovery,  passing  over  the  Great  Plains,  had  to  cross  Hesapa. 

To  cross  the  heart,  America  had  to  acknowledge  and  obtain 
permission  from  the  nations  who  lived  there.  The  Lakota  people 
spoke  for  the  heart.  A sacred  bond  between  the  two  nations, 
called  a treaty,  was  consecrated  by  the  Chununpa  - spiritual 
connection  to  the  Creator  - signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in 
1851...  word  being  bond! 

By  America's  violations  to  this  bond,  the  road  became  known  as  the 
"thieves'  road,"  an  accurate  designation.  Seventeen  years  later, 
thoroughly  chastised  and  defeated  by  the  Plains  people,  the  United 
States  government  begged  the  Lakota  with  tears  in  their  eyes  for  a 
second  chance  to  live  up  to  their  word.  This  was  granted  through 
the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of  1868,  once  more  through  the  Chununpa. 

The  heart  of  America  was  filled  with  greed  at  this  time,  and 
because  of  this  flaw,  the  Americans  continued  to  violate  the 
treaty  to  get  their  hands  on  the  gold  they  found  in  the  Indian 
Heart...  Hesapa.  They  also  perceived  the  Indian's  forgiveness  as 
a weakness,  to  be  exploited.  Respect  and  Honor  was  the  true  gold 
in  the  Indian  Heart,  and  the  Americans  had  none.  Eyes  of  greed 


could  not  see  on  recognize  the  true  gold  in  Hesapa. 

Therefore,  America  sent  its  soldiers,  to  steal  the  gold  and  to 
hurt  the  people  who  were  the  guardians  of  the  Altar  over  the  gold. 
Women  and  children  were  slaughtered.  Warriors  defended  their 
families.  Once  again,  the  Americans  were  soundly  beaten  and  cried 
for  peace.  Once  more,  Indians  laid  down  their  weapons,  refusing 
to  be  brought  to  the  American  level  of  violence  and  murder  (and 
thereby  proving  who  are  the  true  people  of  peace) . But  the 
Americans  continued  to  slaughter  the  unarmed  Indian  at  prayer, 
violated  and  stole  the  sacred  items  from  above  and  beneath  the 
alter,  raping  Sacred  Mother  Earth  in  the  process. 

Such  continuing  disrespect  for  Creation  and  the  Creator  has 
brought  us  to  the  point  where  we  are  now.  The  ancient  prophecies 
have  almost  all  been  fulfilled.  The  caretakers  have  survived  to 
see  this  happen,  which  is  one  of  the  greatest  miracles  of  all. 

The  hardest  part  of  the  battle  has  been  fought  after  the  weapons 
have  been  laid  down  by  the  Indians  of  the  Great  Plains  surrounding 
Hesapa,  the  heart  of  all  that  is. 

The  lines  that  were  drawn  in  the  dust  of  this  earth,  surrounding 
the  heart,  have  been  crossed  many  times.  We  honor  all  those  who 
have  fought  and  survived  this  war,  and  those  who  have  become 
prisoners  of  war.  These  ceremonies  and  Honoring  Songs  are  special 
to  us,  and  through  the  Drum,  which  is  our  heartbeat,  we  would  like 
to  share  this  experience  with  you. 

At  Noon  on  April  27th  in  Hackensack,  New  Jersey,  on  the  steps  of 
the  Bergen  County  Court  House,  our  Honoring  Ceremony  begins. 
"Hackensack"  means  "the  place  of  sharp  ground"  in  the  tongue  of 
the  original  people  who  inhabited  these  lands:  here  we  will  ask 
the  people  to  support  "Executive  Clemency  for  Leonard  Peltier." 

With  the  beat  of  the  Delaware  Nations  hosting  drum,  "Two  Rivers  - 
One  Heart,"  Earth  Week's  culminating  ceremony  will  begin  with  a 
prayer  at  10:00  AM,  just  across  the  street  from  the  courthouse 
steps,  on  the  Green  in  front  of  the  Soldiers  Monument 

The  Soldiers  Monument,  dedicated  by  the  City  of  Hackensack  to  All 
Veterans  of  All  Wars,  and  graced  with  eight  eagles  around,  will  be 
honored  by  eight  Lenape  around  the  Drum,  in  preparation  for  the 
arrival  of  our  special  guests  at  Noon. 

Music  will  interweave  with  the  speakers  for  the  afternoon 
ceremony,  and  will  continue  until  2:00  PM. 

From  there  we  will  go  to  Ramapo  College,  which  lies  in  the  old 
lands  of  the  Munsee  Delaware  people  at  Mahwah,  for  "An  Evening 
Concert  for  Leonard  Peltier."  Dennis  Banks  will  be  joined  by  a 
host  of  Native  American  and  non-native  musicians  and  veterans  of 
all  wars,  honoring  the  prisoners  of  these  wars. 

You  are  all  welcome  to  join  us  for  the  festivities.  Donations 
will  be  accepted...  Mitakuye  Oyasin. 

Directions  to  Court  House:  Take  Route  80  West,  Exit  66,  down  ramp 
to  light.  Turn  left  onto  Hudson  Street,  to  Court  House  and  (Free) 
Parking  Lot. 

Contact:  Bruce  H.  Dunnett  (908)  477-7071 

PICT  (Society  to  Preserve  Indigenous  Culture  & Tradition) 


Date:  10  Apr  1997  03:16:58  GMT 

From:  "The_Silent_One"  <Silent@juno . com> 

Sub j : Kings  Dominion  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

There  will  be  a Pow  Wow  held  this  year  at  the  "Paramount's  Kings 
Dominion"  theme  park  in  Doswell  Virginia  on  August  28th,  29th,  and 
30th.  It  is  a Competition  dance  and  drum  event  with  over  $5000  in 
prize  money.  It  is  being  coordinated  by  Mary  "Little  Feather"  of 
""Intertribal  Traders""  and  ""Heartbeat  of  the  Drum"".  The  goal  of 
this  event  is  to  help  raise  funds  for  the  Mattaponi  Reservation 
Cultural  Center  Project  in  King  William  County. 


DANCERS  NEEDED  COMPETITION 

DRUMMERS  NEEDED  COMPETITION 

ATTENTION  POTENTIAL  VENDORS:  The  estimated  attendance  for  this 

event  is  at  65,000+  This  is  the  number  of  people  that  have 
attended  the  park  in  the  past  on  this  weekend  without  any  special 
event.  There  will  be  an  extensive  promotion  for  this  event,  so  we 
are  expecting  OVER  65,000  people. 

There  will  be  special  Campground  and  motel  rates  available  soon, 
as  well  as  other  details.  Special  coupons  off  admission  and 
more 

Email  me  for  more  details,  also  ask  to  be  added  to  the  mailing 
list  for  this  event  at  blovel9@mail.idt.net  or  call  804-673-2142 
And  ask  for  Mary,  Ann,  or  me  (Bob)  Please  mention  that  you  saw  it 
on  the  net  and  where.  Ex  Search  engine,  newsgroup,  website, 
other as  this  will  help  us  to  better  get  out  the  information. 

Here  is  a link  to  the  current  website  flyer: 

800x600  users  and  above 

http : //idt . net /~blovel9/ kings . htm 

640x480  users 

http : //idt . net/~blovel9/kings2 . htm 


Date:  Mon,  14  Apr  1997  11:09:52  -0500 
From:  Scott  Tippetts  <TIPPETTS@mail.pire.org> 

Sub j : Bring  Peltier  Home  Concert  (Baltimore  & D.C.) 

' siyo  Gary, 

Please  include  the  following  anouncement  in  your  next  issue  of 
Kanoheda  Ani  Yunwiya.  Wado, 

--Scott 


The  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Groups  (Baltimore  & Columbia  chapters) 
roudly  present: 

"Bring  Peltier  Home!" 

Benefit  Concert  & Forum 

Featuring  Native  American  musicians  performing  a variety  of  styles, 
including  country,  blues-rock,  folk,  rap,  and  traditional  Indian  drummi 
DATE:  Friday,  April  25th  TIME:  7pm  - 10pm 

PLACE:  Maryland  Institute,  College  of  Art  (MICA) 

Station  Building  Auditorium 
1400  Cathedral  Street,  Baltimore 

Master  of  Ceremonies  will  be  Dennis  Banks  (Nowa  Cumig),  co-founder 
of  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM),  who  has  appeared  in  various 
motion  pictures  (Last  of  the  Mohicans,  Thunderheart) . Mr.  Banks  will 
discuss  the  plight  of  world-famous  human  rights  activist  and  political 
prisoner,  LEONARD  PELTIER,  whose  continuing  struggle  was  the 
inspiration  for  the  1992  motion  picture  Thunderheart,  starring  Val 
Kilmer  and  Graham  Greene. 

$3  admission  - free  parking  available  - no  food  or  drinks  please 
For  more  information,  call:  410-444-6895  (Marti  Iben)  or  410-997-9016 
(Scott  Tippetts)  or  E-mail:  tippetts@pire.org 
Special  thanks  to  MICA,  and  to  the  SoWeBo  Center  for  lustice. 

NOTE:  in  the  same  region,  an  additional  "Bring  Peltier  Home"  concert 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  April  23rd,  6-9pm,  at  American  University's 
outdoor  amphitheatre,  4400  Massachussetts  Avenue,  NW,  Washington 
D.C.,  free  admission.  For  more  information,  call  202-885-2073  or  email 
jsanche@american . edu 


Date:  Wed,  9 Apr  1997  18:56:17  -0600  (MDT) 

Sub j : Pow  Wows 

Pow  Wow  and  Gathering  Schedule 

May  3-4  Southern  Ute  Tribal  Bear  Dance,  Ignacio,  Colorado 
303-563-4525 


May  10-11  TSE-HO-TSO  Intertribal  Pow  Wow,  Ft.  Defiance,  Az 
520-729-5704 


Memorial  Day,  May  26,  Chief  Diwali  Memorial  Gathering, 

International  Pow  Wow.  All  tribes  and  public  are  invited.  Contact 
Shirley  McManus  903-857-2321  Rt.  1,  Box  189-M,  Mineola  Tx  75773 

Dune  21-World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day,  Tenative  location  is  Garden  of  the 
Gods  in  Colorado  Springs,  Co.  For  info  contact  Renee  Still  Day  at 
N.A.T.I.V.E.S.  at  719-572-5824 

Summer  97,  "Sacred  Run  For  Freedom"  sponsored  by  the  Sacred  Run 
Founcation.  Run  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio  to  Tulsa  Ok.  For  info  call 
606-431-2346 


Date:  10  Apr  1997  01:09:37  -0400 

From:  DynaSoar@YGRI.net  (Doktor  DynaSoar) 

Sub j : Radford  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

The  Radford  University  Native  American  Heritage  Association  will 
hold  its  annual  pow  wow  this  weekend,  April  11  and  12,  at  the 
Dedmond  Recreation  Center,  Radford  University,  Radford,  VA. 
Admission  is  free,  dancing,  drumming,  vendors,  you  know  the  deal. 
Radford  is  40  miles  southwest  of  Roanoke,  VA  along  1-81. 

E-mail  this  address  or  call  540-731-9597  for  directions. 

I will  offer  limited  camping  space  for  free  5 miles  from  the  site. 

This  has  been  another  fine  dynasor@en.com  production. 


Date:  15  Apr  1997  11:38:42  GMT 

From:  crawford@bscr . uga . edu 

Sub j : Native  American  Stickball  Game  4/26/97 

Newsgroups : uga . general, uga . announce, alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  University  of  Georgia  Flying  Rat  Toli  Team 
will  be  traveling  to  Connehatta,  Mississippi  on  April  26th 
to  meet  the  Connehatta  Choctaw  in  the  game  known  as 
"The  Little  Brother  of  War",  or  "toli". 

For  more  information  on  toli,  or  the  upcoming  game  in 
Mississippi,  e-mail  Gene  Crawford  <crawford@bscr.uga.edu> 
or  take  a look  at  the  Flying  Rat's  web  page: 

http : //www. uga . edu/~toli/ 

On  the  web  page  there  is  a description  of  the  game, 
which  is  the  fore-runner  of  lacrosse,  and  a map  to  the 
upcoming  game  in  Mississippi. 

The  game  is  great  to  play  and  to  watch!  Don't  miss  out! 

See  you  there! 

Gene  Crawford 


Interested  in  Native  American  sports?  | Gene  Crawford 

Check  out  the  Choctaw  Toli  Site:  | crawford@bscr . uga . edu 

http://www.uga.edu/~toli/  | Dept,  of  Microbiology:  UGA 


Date:  Thu,  10  Apr  1997  09:16:12  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  DONdeOKIE@aol.com 

Sub j : Cornell  Writers  Conference 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  < NATIVE LIT- L@cornell . edu> 

The  Cornell  University  American  Indian  Program  and  Wordcraft  Circle 
of  Native  Writers  & Storytellers  presents: 

Saturday,  April  19  Workshop:  Writing  For  Publication 
Schedule : 

Friday  April  18 


7-9  p.m.  Informal  Reception  for  Visiting  Authors  at  Akwe:kon 
American  Indian  residence  house  on  Cornell  University  North  Campus, 
Ithaca,  New  York  (come  meet  the  visiting  authors) 

Saturday  April  19 

Workshop  at  Townhouse  Community  Center,  Cornell  University  North  Campu 
Ithaca,  New  York  (across  the  street  from  Robert  Purcell  Student  Union) 
8:30--9:00  a.m.  registration  (free) 

9 a.m. --noon  morning  session 
noon--2  p.m.  lunch 
2 p.m. --5  p.m.  afternoon  session 
5 p.m.. --7  p.m.  dinner  (on  your  own) 

7--10  p.m.  public  readings  featuring  visiting  authors  and  Cornell 
American  Indian  students 

Visiting  Authors: 

Robert  1.  Conley  (United  Keetowah  Band  Cherokee),  Tahlequah,  OK, 
former  administrator  for  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  author  of 
more  than  three  dozen  books,  including  MOUNTAIN  WINDSONG,  member  of 
the  Oklahoma  Professional  Writers  Hall  of  Fame  and  winner  of  three 
SPUR  Awards  from  Western  Writers  of  America. 

E.K.  (Kim)  Caldwell  (Cherokee/Shawnee),  Otis,  OR,  poet,  lead 
interviewer  for  NEWS  FROM  INDIAN  COUNTRY,  author  of  BEAR,  writer 
for  New  York  Times  Multicultural  Syndication  Service. 

Dr.  Lee  Francis  (Laguna  Pueblo),  Columbia,  MO,  author  of  NATIVE  TIME, 
National  Director  of  Wordcraft  Circle  of  Native  Writers  & 

Storytellers  (a  national  mentoring  organization  for  emerging  Native 
voices),  and  editor  of  MOCCASIN  TELEGRAPH. 

Barbara-Helen  Hill  (Mohawk),  Buffalo,  NY,  author  of  SHAKING  THE  RATTLE 
HEALING  THE  TRAUMA  OF  COLONIZATION. 

lames  Bruchac  (Abenaki),  Greenfield  Center,  NY,  Director  of  the 
North  American  Native  Authors  Distribution  Project,  which 
distributes  more  than  600  books  written  by  Native  authors  from  more 
than  80  publishers. 

Dr.  Daniel  F.  Littlefield,  Ir.  (Cherokee),  Little  Rock,  AR,  historian, 
biographer,  anthologist,  latest  book  is  SEMINOLE  BURNING,  Director 
of  the  American  Native  Press  Archives,  University  of  Arkansas  at 
Little  Rock,  the  largest  repository  of  historical  and  contemporary 
American  Indian  publications  in  the  world. 

Thomas  lenks  (Northern  Ute),  Shawnee,  OK,  an  administrator  for  the 
Iowa  Tribe  of  Oklahoma,  whose  poetry  appears  in  American  Indian 
publications  throughout  the  continent. 

and  others  from  Cornell  University,  including  lose  Barreiro 
(Taino),  author  of  THE  INDIAN  CHRONICLES  and  editor  of  Akwe:kon 
Press;  Tim  lohnson  (Mohawk),  executive  manager  of  NATIVE  AMERICAS 
MAGAZINE  and  former  editor  in  chief  of  TURTLE  QUARTERLY;  D.L. 
Birchfield  (Choctaw),  general  editor  of  THE  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  NORTH 
AMERICAN  INDIANS  and  former  editor  of  OKC  CAMP  CRIER  at  the 
Oklahoma  City  Native  American  Center. 

for  more  information  contact  Rhonda  Usner  or  Sandy  Cook,  tel. 
607-255-6587  at  the  Cornell  American  Indian  Program  or  via  email 
stcl@cornell.edu 
Detailed  Schedule 

8:30--9:00  a.m.  registration  (no  fee) 
coffee  & informal  conversation 
Morning  Session:  9:00  a.m. --12:00  p.m. 

Traditional  Opening  Ceremony,  Rebecca  Maldonado 
Welcome  to  Campus,  Don  Birchfield 

Meet  The  Authors--roundtable  session  by  visiting  authors: 
each  author  will  briefly  describe  their  publishing  experience  so 
that  workshop  participants  can  determine  which  authors  they  want  to 
consult  with  during  the  informal  sessions 


Informal  Session  #1 


informal  conversation  and  consultations 

Presentation  by  Daniel  F.  Littlefield,  Dr,  Director  of  the  American 
Native  Press  Archives 

Informal  Session  #2 

informal  conversation  and  consultations 

Presentation  by  Dames  Bruchac,  Director  of  the  North  American 
Native  Authors  Distribution  Project 
Lunch:  Noon--2  p.m. 

Afternoon  Session:  2 p.m. --5  p.m. 

Meet  The  Authors:  Roundtable  session  by  visiting  authors,  a 
continuation  of  the  morning  roundtable  session 

Informal  Session  #3 

informal  conversation  and  consultations 

Presentation:  Native  Americas  Magazine,  by  Dose  Barreiro,  Tim 
Dohnson  and  Brendan  White 

Informal  Session  #4 

informal  conversation  and  consultations 

Afternoon  Readings:  Readings  by  visiting  authors  and  Cornell 

American  Indian  students 

Dinner:  5 p.m. --7  p.m.  (on  your  own) 

Evening  Readings:  7 p.m.  Readings  by  visiting  authors  and  Cornell 
American  Indian  students 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Arvol  Looking  Horse  via  Doe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Smith,  Doe  Don  Chipps, 
Rosalie  Little  Thunder  via  Gary  Smith,  Mike  Feinstein(Public  Appeal), 

Cora  Lee  Simmons  via  Nicholas  Wilson  via  Ishgooda,  Lynne  Moss-Sharman, 
Sovereign  Dine'  Nation/Dineh  Alliance  via  Fred  Sinkevich,  William  M.  Havens 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Debra  F.  Sanders, 

Dave  Burlingame,  Danet  Smith,  Larry  Kibby,  Michael  Wilson,  Christina  Meckel 
Dohn  Berry,  Bernadette  Chato 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

— "RE:  Chippewa  Spearing/Netting  Season"  

Date:  Fri,  11  Apr  1997  10:08:24  -0500 
From:  mtn@igc.apc.org  (MTN) 

Sub j : Chippewa  spearing/netting  season  (Mille  Lacs  Lake,  MN) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

FEDERAL  COURT  ISSUES  INDUNCTION  ON  MOST  MINNESOTA  SPRING  SPEARING 

The  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  yesterday  issued  an  April  9 federal 
injunction  until  Dune  on  most  Chippewa  spearfishing  and  netting  in  the 
1837  treaty-ceded  territory  of  east-central  Minnesota.  The  llth-hour 
injunction--  which  exempts  "ceremonial  spearing"  by  the  Mille  Lacs 
Band--is  based  on  an  appeal  brought  by  Mille  Lacs  Lake  resort  and  property 
owners  of  the  Danuary  District  Court  decision.  It  affects  that  lake  and 
over  two  dozen  others,  and  applies  to  the  Fond  du  Lac  Band  and  the  six 
Wisconsin  bands.  The  injunction  is  temporary  until  the  full  Appellate 
Court  can  meet  in  the  second  week  of  Dune  to  hear  the  appeal,  which  is 
based  on  tribal  fishing  methods  during  the  spawning  season--an  issue  that 
was  settled  long  ago  in  Wisconsin-based  federal  courts. 


Anti-treaty  groups  are  warning  their  members  that  the  injunction  is  only 
temporary,  and  can  easily  be  lifted.  "Disappointed"  tribal  officials  have 
said  they  will  abide  by  the  injunction,  while  some  individual  tribal 
members  have  termed  it  an  "abrogation"  of  treaty  rights.  Plans  are  going 
ahead  for  gillnetting  and  spearing  in  Dune,  and  the  Minnesota  Witness  for 
Nonviolence  is  continuing  its  trainings--both  to  prepare  for  the  Summer, 
and  because  of  the  possibility  that  anti-  treaty  protests  could  still 
occur  this  Spring.  The  "ceremonial  spearing"  would  begin  about  when  the 
current  snow,  flooding,  and  wind  ends  in  Minnesota. 

For  people  in  South-Central  Wisconsin,  Chippewa  activists  Walt  Bresette, 
of  the  Midwest  Treaty  Network,  and  Pat  Eyrich,  of  the  Minnesota  Witness 
for  Nonviolence,  will  be  interviewed  about  Minnesota  treaty  rights  on 
WORT's  "A  Public  Affair"  today  (Thursday)  at  12  noon  at  89.9  FM. 

For  background  and  updates,  log  on  to  the  Midwest  Treaty  Network  web  site 
at  http://www.alphacdc.com/treaty/content.html  e-mail  mtn@igc.apc.org, 
call  the  Flotline  at  608-249-2390  (toll-free  800-445-8615),  or  call  Debi 
McNutt  at  608-246-2256  (eve.) 

[Please  circulate,  and  post  on  web  sites/hotlines.] 

- — "RE:  Flopi  Perspective  on  Dispute"  

Date:  Sun,  13  Apr  1997  13:08:37  -0700 

From:  wmhavens@primenet.com  (William  M.  Havens) 

Sub j : Hopi  perspective  on  Navajo/Hopi  dispute 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Original  Subject:  Hopi  Youth  Speaks  Up  On  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute 

[ This  is  the  first  of  several  articles  submitted  by  someone  close  to  the 
Hopi  government  - which,  I understand,  may  or  may  not  speak  for  anything 
like  a majority  of  the  people.  At  least  what  follows  may  help  us  get  a 
better  understanding  that  there  is  more  than  one  side  to  the  story  - 
there  are  probably  many  others  as  well.  --Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us)  ] 

HOPI  YOUTH  SPEAKS  UP  ON  NAVADO-HOPI  LAND  DISPUTE 

Following  is  a copy  of  a letter  which  was  printed  in  the  Hopi  newspaper, 
the  Tutuveni,  in  the  April  4,  1997,  issue.  It  was  written  by  a Hopi 
Dunior  High  School  student  from  Hopi  Dunior/Senior  High  School.  I think 
it  is  direct  and  to  the  point.  It  reflects  a common  view  of  this  issue 
among  Hopis.  I hope  it  will  enlighten  or  at  least  open  up  the  minds  of 
some  of  the  people  out  there  who  have  only  been  listening  to  the  one  side 
of  the  issue.  I have  permission  from  both  the  Tutuveni  and  the  Boy's 
mother  to  send  this  out  to  the  NATIVE-L  mailing  list. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Dear  Editor: 

I live  in  Third  Mesa  in  the  village  of  Hotevilla. 

I am  a seventh  grader  at  the  Hopi  Dr.  Sr.  High  School.  In  my 
English  class,  we  are  talking  about  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  land  problem. 

All  my  life,  I have  been  taught  the  history  of  my  people  and  my 
clan.  I was  taught  that  the  land  was  very  sacred.  Hopis  believe  that  they 
are  the  caretakers  of  the  land  as  given  by  the  Creator. 

I was  taught  by  my  parents,  grandparents  and  uncles  to  respect  the 
land  and  all  living  creatures.  I was  also  taught  to  never  sell,  trade  or 
give  away  the  land. 

When  I first  heard  about  the  land  dispute,  I did  not  really 
understand  what  it  was  all  about.  As  time  went  by,  I learned  more  about  it 
from  the  newspapers,  television,  and  radio. 

I was  taught  that  the  Navajo  people  came  from  the  north,  and  that 
they  were  people  who  moved  around  (nomadic).  Even  the  White  man's  history 
says  that  the  Hopis  were  here  long  before  the  Navajos. 

Even  though  I was  taught  to  respect  all  living  things,  I think  that 
all  the  Navajo  supporters  (non-Indians)  should  not  be  involved  because  they 


only  make  things  worse,  and  because  they  do  not  know  or  understand  the 
history  of  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  people. 

I also  think  that  the  Navajo  people  do  not  respect  Hopi  people 
because  they  live  on  our  sacred  lands  without  permission.  The  Navajo  people 
believe  that  the  land  is  theirs  and  that  they  have  lived  there  for  many 
generations.  The  Navajo  reservation  is  now  the  biggest  Indian  Reservation 
today. 

My  parents  also  told  me  about  the  history  of  the  Navajo,  and  that 
they  signed  a treaty  with  the  U.S.  Government.  But  over  the  years,  they 
broke  their  promises  and  agreement  with  the  U.S.  They  also  told  me  that 
Hopi  has  never  signed  a treaty  with  any  government.  The  Navajo  government 
asked  the  U.S.  for  more  land.  Because  the  U.S.  government  gave  in,  the 
Navajo  Reservation  now  surrounds  the  Hopi  Reservation,  taking  away 
traditional  Hopi  lands. 

The  Hopi  Tribe  has  gone  to  court  to  get  our  lands  so  many  times.  My 
parents  also  told  me  that  a law  was  made  in  Washington,  D.C.  The  laws  [sic] 
says  that  Navajos  must  respect  Hopis  or  leave  their  lands. 

Today  our  reservation  is  small.  The  reservation  is  not  big  enough 
for  all  the  Hopi  people.  Our  land  must  be  saved  for  our  next  generations. 
Traditional  Hopi  and  U.S.  laws  must  be  respected.  We  all  have  laws. 

These  are  some  of  my  teachings  and  what  I think  about  the  land 
problem.  Hopi  people  are  giving  the  Navajo  people  a good  deal  to  stay  on 
our  lands.  But  some  are  still  refusing  and  causing  trouble  for  those 
Navajos  who  want  to  stay  on  Hopi  lands. 

I wish  that  all  people  could  live  in  peace  and  harmony  with  respect 
for  one  another,  because  we  are  related  as  people,  not  enemies. 

We  all  know  that  things  will  get  harder  in  the  future  and  we  need 
each  other  to  survive. 

By  Yowe 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

And  there  it  is.  This  is  one  voice  from  one  Hopi  youth.  There  are 
diverse  views  out  here  just  like  everywhere  else.  I just  wish  everyone 
would  consider  that  there  is  more  to  the  issue  than  is  represented  by  the 
very  vocal  group  of  resisters  and  non-Indian  activists  looking  for  a cause. 
Learn  more  about  this  before  you  start  waving  "genocide"  banners  and 
publicly  attacking  the  Hopi  Tribe  for  what  is  really  only  a desire  to  get 
lawful  jurisdiction  over  its  own  lands. 

Call  the  Hopi  Tribe  with  an  honest  desire  to  learn  and  you  will  find 
that  you  can  learn  a lot.  But,  call  with  an  argumentative  attitude  that 
reveals  that  you  have  already  made  up  your  mind  and  only  want  to  accuse  and 
you  will  find  very  little  help. 

Bill  Havens 


"RE : Hopi  Press  Release"  

Date:  Sun,  13  Apr  1997  13:09:23  -0700 

From:  wmhavens@primenet.com  (William  M.  Havens) 

Sub j : Hopi  Press  Release,  March  26,  1997 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

This  is  a little  outdated,  but  it  takes  a while  sometimes  for  me  to  get  to 
my  computer  and  send  this  stuff  out. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  Hopi  Tribe 
Media  Release 

For  immediate  release:  (March  26,  1997)  For  more  information,  contact  Kim 
Secakuku  at  (520)  526-  2265  or  (520)  734-2441,  extension  107. 

HOPI  CHAIRMAN  CLARIFIES  INFO  ON  UPCOMING  LAND  LEASE  DEADLINE 

KYKOTSMOVI,  Ariz.--Hopi  Tribal  Chairman  Ferrell  Secakuku  says  that  there 
will  be  no  immediate  forced  evictions  from  the  Hopi  lands  come  April  1, 
1997.  Information  sent  out  by  the  Navajos  opposed  to  the  lease  agreement 


with  the  Hopi  Tribe,  claim  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  will  be  moving  quickly  to 
forcefully  remove  those  Navajo  families  who  do  not  sign  the  lease  agreement 
by  the  deadline  which  is  set  for  March  31,  1997. 

"Our  first  priority  is  to  work  with  the  Navajo  families  who  want  to  sign 
the  lease  agreement  with  the  Hopi  Tribe,"  said  Chairman  Secakuku.  "The 
deadline  of  March  31,  1997,  is  a deadline  for  the  Navajo  families  to  decide 
whether  they  want  to  reside  on  Hopi  land  legally  through  a lease  arrangement 
Once  the  accommodation  process  has  been  completed,  then  we  will  turn  our 
attention  to  those  who  remain  on  Hopi  land  illegally." 

To  accommodate  the  Navajo  families  who  are  not  able  to  meet  with  the  Hopi 
Lands  Office  during  the  week  day,  the  Hopi  Tribe's  Office  of  Hopi  Lands  will 
be  open  on  Saturday,  March  29,  from  8 to  5 p.m.  and  on  Monday,  March  31, 
1997,  until  midnight  for  those  eligible  Navajo  families  who  wish  to  sign  a 
lease . 

The  Hopi  Tutsqua  (Land)  Team  and  myself,  have  been  making  visits  to  the 
different  areas  of  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  to  meet  with  those  families 
who  wish  to  sign  the  lease,"  said  Secakuku.  "They  have  been  very  positive 
meetings.  There  are  Navajo  families  who  want  to  live  as  good  neighbors  and 
have  signed  a lease." 

"Once  the  March  deadline  has  passed,  the  Hopi  Tribe  will  know  how  many 
Navajo  families  are  sincere  about  working  with  the  Hopi  Tribe,"  said 
Secakuku . 

The  accommodation  agreement  also  provides  the  Navajo  families,  who  sign  a 
lease  with  an  option  after  the  March  31st  deadline,  that  within  the 
following  three  year  period,  they  can  still  take  their  relocation  benefits 
and  move,  if  they  later  decide  that  they  don't  like  the  lease  arrangement. 

The  Hopi  Tribe  has  stated  numerous  times  that  the  Accommodation  Agreement 
is  the  best  opportunity  for  the  Navajo  families  to  remain  on  Hopi  land. 

"It  gives  every  eligible  Navajo  family  residing  on  Hopi  land  a choice. 

They  have  a choice  to  sign  a lease  to  legally  stay,  or  return  to  the  Navajo 
reservation  or  the  new  lands,  through  the  Relocation  process,  or  be 
considered  a trespasser  by  not  signing  the  Agreement,"  said  Secakuku.  The 
Navajo  families  have  until  midnight  of  the  31st  of  March  to  consider  this 
choice  and  to  sign  a lease  agreement  with  the  Hopi  Tribe." 

"RE : History:  Navajo-Hopi"  

Date:  Sun,  13  Apr  1997  13:08:58  -0700 
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Original  Subject: 

This  is  a narrative  from  the  Hopi  perspective  on  the  history  of  the 
Navajo-Hopi  land  problems.  This  was  prepared  by  the  Office  of  Hopi  Lands 
and  the  Hopi  Public  Relations  Office.  This  version  has  recently  been  edited 

This  has  been  approved  by  the  Office  of  Hopi  Lands,  the  Hopi  Tutsqua  Team, 
and  the  Hopi  Public  Relations  Office  within  the  Office  of  the  Chairman. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

A BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  1882  H0PI-NAVA30  LAND  PROBLEM 
The  Taking  of  Hopi  Land... 

The  Hopi-Navajo  land  problem  in  present  day  Arizona  is  well  over  one 
hundred  years  old.  The  land  in  question  was  occupied  by  the  ancient  Hopi 
people  for  at  least  a thousand  years  and  only  more  recently  by  the  Navajo. 
The  basis  of  the  problem  is  further  defined  by  the  political,  social  and 
religious  differences  of  the  Hopi  and  Navajo. 

The  Hopi  people  are  the  descendants  of  the  "Hisat  Senom"  (also  referred 
to  as  the  Anasazi)  who  inhabited  much  of  the  Southwestern  United  States  as 
early  as  the  first  century  A.D.  Hopi  aboriginal  demarcations  and  numerous 
ancestral  ruins  blanket  the  Southwest.  Ruins  such  as  Mesa  Verde,  Canyon 
De  Chelly,  Chaco  Canyon,  and  Wupatki  stand  as  monuments  of  Hopi  ancestral 
ties  to  the  land.  Over  hundreds  of  years  of  migrations,  Hopi  clans 
concentrated  in  the  area  now  in  dispute.  The  Hopi  village  of  Oraibi, 
today,  is  considered  one  of  the  oldest  continuously  inhabited  towns  on  the 


North  American  continent. 

The  first  intrusion  on  Hopi  territory  occurred  in  1540,  when  the  Spanish 
arrived  in  search  of  the  fabled  seven  golden  cities  of  Cibola.  It  was 
during  the  Spanish  and  Mexican  occupation  that  the  Navajo  migrated  from 
the  north,  sometime  during  the  late  1700s  to  what  is  known  today  as.  New 
Mexico.  Shortly  after  their  uninvited  arrival  in  New  Mexico  they  began 
moving  West,  trespassing  on  Hopi  land,  and  eventually  began  pillaging  and 
raiding  Hopi  villages. 

Spanish  occupation  of  Hopi  land  lasted  until  1680,  when  the  Spanish  were 
driven  out  by  the  Hopi,  Zuni  and  other  Pueblo  Tribes.  The  Hopi  fell  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mexican  government  in  1823.  Throughout  Spanish 
and  Mexican  rule,  the  Hopi  were  plagued  by  Navajo  depredations.  The  Hopi 
bitterly  complained  to  the  Mexican  government  against  the  Navajo  raids. 
However,  very  little  was  done  to  protect  the  Hopi. 

In  1848,  the  Hopi  came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  U.S.  Government 
through  the  cession  of  Mexican  territory  in  the  Treaty  of  Guadalupe  de 
Hidalgo.  The  American  Government,  through  this  treaty,  promised  to 
protect  the  Hopi  people  and  their  lands.  But,  Navajo  depredations 
continued  and  the  federal  government  ignored  Hopi  pleas  for  assistance. 

Due  to  the  inaction  of  the  federal  government,  the  Navajo  soon  became 
the  virtual  "lords  of  the  land,"  expanding  their  depredations  to  include 
the  non-Indian  settlers.  By  1863,  American  settlers  became  tired  of  the 
Navajo  depredations  and  the  U.S.  government  began  to  step  up  efforts  to 
protect  the  non-Indian  people  of  the  territories. 

In  1864,  the  Navajos,  as  punishment  for  their  depredations,  were  rounded 
up  by  military  action  and  taken  to  Bosque  Redondo,  New  Mexico  for 
imprisonment.  However,  the  cost  of  keeping  the  Navajo  at  Bosque  Redondo 
became  so  exorbitant  that  the  federal  government  relented  and  placed  the 
Navajos  on  a 3.5  million  acre  reservation  under  an  1868  treaty  agreement. 
The  Navajo  agreed  to  stay  within  the  treaty  reservation  boundary,  which 
was  located  in  Northwest  New  Mexico  and  a small  portion  in  Northeastern 
Arizona.  The  Navajo  soon  broke  their  promise  and  resumed  their 
depredations  against  the  Hopi. 

Unchecked  Navajo  raids  continued,  resulting  in  less  frequent  visits  and 
use  by  Hopi  of  many  areas  of  their  aboriginal  lands.  The  Hopi  attempts  to 
re-inhabit  outlying  areas  were  unsuccessful  because  of  the  continued 
violent  Navajo  incursions  on  the  Hopi  and  the  increased  pressure  of 
unbridled  Navajo  population  growth.  Historical  accounts  of  the  Navajo 
movements  into  these  areas  document  the  blatant  expansionist  behavior  of 
the  Navajo  society. 

To  protect  the  Hopis  from  the  Navajo,  President  Chester  A.  Arthur,  in 
1882,  through  Executive  order,  set  aside  2.5  million  acres  for  the  Hopi 
Tribe,  but  at  the  same  time  disregarded  Hopi  rights  to  a much  larger 
aboriginal  land  base. 

Because  of  the  growing  number  of  Navajo  occupying  the  lands  surrounding 
the  1868  Navajo  reservation,  the  U.S.  government  issued  an  Executive  Order 
expanding  the  original  1868  Navajo  Reservation.  Thus,  the  Federal 
Government  began  a mistaken  and  ill-founded  system  of  "rewarding"  Navajo 
trespass  through  of  executive  order  increases  to  their  reservation.  From 
1868  to  1934  the  Navajo  Reservation  was  increased  14  times  through 
executive  orders  and  acts  of  Congress.  The  Navajo  Reservation  now  reaches 
into  four  (4)  States  and  encompasses  over  17  million  acres  of  land  by  the 
1960s,  the  action  or  inaction  of  the  Federal  Government,  in  concert  with 
the  trespassing  of  the  Navajo,  resulted  in  the  Hopis  becoming  land  locked 
and  pushed  onto  650,000  acres  of  land,  which  became  known  as  District  6, 
within  the  1882  Reservation. 

For  over  a century  the  Hopi  appealed  to  the  U.S.  Government  against  the 
continued  encroachment  on  Hopi  land  by  the  Navajo.  In  1958,  the  Hopi  went 
to  Congress  with  their  plea  to  stop  the  encroachment.  In  order  to 
determine  who  owned  the  part  of  the  Hopi  Reservation  occupied  by  Navajos, 
Congress  authorized  a lawsuit  between  the  tribes. 

In  1962,  in  Healing  vs.  Tones,  a lawsuit  brought  by  the  Hopi,  the 
Federal  Court  ruled  the  Navajo  had  squatted  on  Hopi  lands  and,  because  the 
Secretary  of  Interior  had  never  taken  any  action  to  remove  them,  they  had 
acquired  "squatters  rights"  to  a one  half  interest  in  the  1882  Hopi 


Reservation.  This  amounted  to  911,000  acres  of  Hopi  land  that  both  tribes 
should  "share  and  share  alike."  This  became  know  as  the  "Joint  Use" 
Reservation . 

However,  due  to  the  continued  Navajo  marauding,  intimidation,  cattle 
mutilation  and  killing,  as  well  as  other  criminal  behavior,  the  Hopi  were 

effectively  barred  from  the  use  of  their  half  of  the  1882  Joint  Use 

Reservation.  In  1974,  Congress  determined  that  the  only  way  to  resolve 
the  issue  was  to  partition  the  land  and  to  relocate  the  tribal  members  of 
each  tribe  who  found  themselves  on  the  reservation  of  the  other  Tribe 
following  the  partition.  In  addition,  the  Navajo  Nation  received  250,000, 
acres  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  relocating  Navajos.  This  was  known  as  the 
1974  Settlement  Act. 

In  1980,  this  Act  was  amended,  whereby  the  Congress  once  again  provided 
the  Navajo  Nation  with  an  additional  150,000  acres  of  land  for  relocation 
of  their  members.  The  Hopi  Tribe  gained  nothing,  but  lost  half  of  its 

1882  reservation.  Yet,  we  abided  by  the  law  and  relocated  26  Hopi 

families.  Today,  this  process  has  cost  the  American  taxpayers  over  $350 
million  and  the  same  number  of  people  identified  to  relocate  in  the  1980s 
is  the  same  number  we  deal  with  today. 

Another  Chapter.  . . 

In  1988,  a lawsuit  was  filed  by  Navajo  individuals  living  on  Hopi  lands 
known  as  the  Manybeads  Case.  The  case  was  brought  against  the  United 
States  challenging  the  constitutionality  of  the  1974  Navajo-Hopi 
Settlement  Act.  The  Navajo  argued  that  "religious  freedom"  gave  them  the 
right  to  remain  on  Hopi  land  indefinitely  in  total  disregard  of  any  and 
all  Hopi  rights  of  ownership. 

The  Manybeads  Case  was  dismissed  in  1989  by  Judge  Carroll  of  the  U.S. 
District  Court  in  Arizona.  The  Hopi  Tribe  was  not  a party  to  this  case 
but  appeared  only  as  a "friend  of  the  court."  Judge  Carroll  ruled  that 
the  Navajo  have  no  right  to  remain  on  Hopi  land.  The  Navajo  families  then 
appealed  to  the  9th  Circuit  Court. 

In  May  1991,  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  ordered  the  Navajo  and 
Hopi  Tribes,  the  United  States,  and  the  individual  Navajos  who  live  on 
Hopi  land,  to  mediate  and  negotiate  a solution  under  the  direction  of  the 
Federal  Judge  Harry  R.  McCue. 

Judge  McCue,  in  an  effort  to  overcome  mistrust  between  the  two  tribes, 
challenged  the  parties  to  demonstrate  their  good  faith  by  facing  these 
problems  and  solving  them.  The  Hopi  Tribe  responded  by  establishing  a 
list  of  pre-conditions  that  had  to  be  satisfied  by  the  Navajo  Nation  and 
the  Navajo  residents  on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  prior  to  initiation  of 
the  Mediation  process.  Navajo  Nation  President  Peterson  Zah  resolved  to 
satisfy  the  Hopi  ' s pre-conditions. 

The  Mediator  concluded  that  the  good  faith  efforts  of  the  Navajo  Nation 
to  the  Hopi  Tribe  was  sufficiently  demonstrated  to  justify  the  preparation 
of  an  offer  by  the  Navajo  Nation  to  the  Hopi  Tribe.  A proposal  was  made 
to  the  Hopi  Tribe  that  called  for  an  exchange  of  land  and  the  payment  of 
money.  This  proposal  was  rejected  by  the  Hopi  Tribe,  which  took  the 
position  that  a land  exchange,  i.e.,  the  loss  of  more  Hopi  land,  was  an 
unacceptable  proposal.  The  Hopi  refused  to  give  up  any  more  Hopi  land. 

The  rejection  was  accompanied  by  a Hopi  counter  proposal  to  lease  a 
certain  amount  of  Hopi  Partitioned  Land  to  Navajo  residents,  under  certain 
terms  and  conditions.  Judge  McCue  referred  to  this  as  "a  manifestation  of 
the  Hopi  Tribe's  good  faith,"  allowing  negotiations  to  continue. 

After  eighteen  months  of  arduous  negotiations  and  two  more  attempts  by 
the  Navajo  Nation  to  offer  a land  exchange,  the  parties  reached  an 
"Agreement  in  Principle"  designed  to  bring  an  end  to  the  long-standing 
dispute. 

The  Agreement  in  Principle  was  ratified  by  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  Tribes 
and  the  Federal  Government  on  October  30,  1992.  The  Agreement  in 
Principle  set  forth  the  framework  upon  which  was  built  the  current  Land 
Settlement  Agreement  including  the  Accommodation  Agreement  with  the  Navajo 
families . 

On  August  5,  1993,  the  Navajo  families  residing  on  Hopi  Partitioned 
Lands  rejected  the  Agreement  in  Principle  and  accommodation  lease  proposal. 


"prematurely  ending  the  mediation  process/'  as  stated  by  Hopi  Tribal 
Chairman  Vernon  Masayesva,  who  expressed  his  disappointment  and  stated, 
"Apparently,  the  Navajos  were  not  willing  to  go  the  extra  mile." 

On  August  12,  1993,  the  Hopi  Tribe  received  another  proposal  from  the 
Navajo  Nation  which  once  again  sought  a land  exchange.  The  Hopi  Tribe 
also  learned  that  the  ballot  used  by  the  Navajo  families  to  vote  on  the 
ratification  of  the  agreement,  on  August  5,  was  not  the  ballot  agreed  upon 
by  all  parties,  but  was,  instead,  a last  minute  substitute  prepared  by  the 
Navajo  Nation  as  an  obvious  means  of  scuttling  the  mediation  process. 

On  August  12,  1993,  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  by  resolution  directed  the 
Hopi  Lands  Team  to  discontinue  mediation  discussions  with  the  Navajo 
Nation  because  of  their  unfounded  insistence  on  a land  exchange,  and 
because  they  had  negotiated  in  bad  faith,  and  had  purposefully  misinformed 
the  Navajo  families  concerning  the  terms  of  the  Agreement  in  Principle. 

In  February,  1994,  Judge  McCue  came  to  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  and 
requested  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  reconsider  it's  position  and  once  again 
offer  to  the  Navajo  Families  the  Accommodation  Agreement.  The  Hopi  Tribal 
Council  after  much  debate,  agreed  and  offered  the  Accommodation  Agreement 
as  the  Tribe's  final  offer  and  declared  that  there  would  be  no  further 
mediations.  The  Hopi  Tribe  submitted  the  final  agreement  to  Judge  McCue 
on  March  29,  1994. 

During  the  spring  of  1994,  the  Hopi  lands  Team  began  meeting  with  the 
Navajo  families  to  once  again  educate  them  concerning  the  terms  of  this 
agreement.  On  May  23,  1994  another  vote  was  taken  at  which  time  the 
families  overwhelmingly  ratified  the  Accommodation  Agreement. 

On  July  15,  1994,  Judge  McCue  directed  all  parties  to  begin 
implementation  of  the  Agreement  in  Principle  and  declared  the  mediation 
process  over. 

The  Navajo  Nation  Tribal  Council  then  passed  a resolution  on  December  14, 
1994,  informing  the  parties  that  the  Agreement  in  Principle  had  expired  on 
its  own  terms  and  was  null  and  void,  therefore  removing  themselves  from 
further  participation  in  the  Settlement  process. 

In  subsequent  meetings  between  the  Navajo  families,  the  Hopi  Tribe,  the 
Federal  government,  and  Judge  McCue,  it  was  agreed  that  implementation  of 
the  settlement  could  and  would  continue  without  the  Navajo  Nation.  The 
Settlement  provisions  of  the  agreement  between  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  the 
Navajo  Nation  would  be  removed.  However,  the  Navajo  Nation,  who  concurred, 
would  still  be  responsible  for  paying  rent  for  the  Navajo  families  who 
decided  to  continue  living  on  Hopi  land  under  the  Accommodation  Agreement. 

Numerous  meetings  were  then  held  to  continue  educating  the  Navajo 
Families  on  the  terms  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement  and  the  Hopi 
Ordinances  they  would  need  to  abide  by  while  living  under  Hopi 
jurisdiction.  The  Hopi  Tribe  also  began  addressing  the  religious  concerns 
of  the  Navajo  families. 

Discussions  continued  with  the  Navajo  families  settlement  team,  who  were 
representatives  identified  by  the  Navajo  families  from  the  different  areas 
occupied  by  the  Navajo  within  Hopi  land.  On  October  2,  1995,  the  Navajo 
families  voted  to  accept  the  Hopi  Tribe's  Accommodation  Agreement  with 
certain  clarifications. 

This  set  the  stage  for  final  action  needed  for  the  Land  Settlement 
Agreement.  The  Hopi  Tribal  council  approved  the  Settlement  Agreement  with 
instructions  for  immediate  implementation  on  November  27,  1995. 

The  Final  Chapter... 

The  Land  Settlement  Agreement  was  signed  by  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  the 
Federal  Government  on  December  12,  1995.  The  Settlement  would  resolve 
four  outstanding  Hopi  lawsuits  against  the  Federal  government  in  exchange 
for  providing  an  accommodation  agreement  to  the  Navajo  families,  who  would 
have  the  opportunity  to  reside  on  Hopi  land  under  a lease  agreement  rather 
than  face  relocation  as  mandated  in  PL-531  - the  relocation  law.  Further, 
the  Hopi  Tribe  needed  Congressional  action  to  allow  the  Hopi  Tribe  75  year 
leasing  authority. 

After  months  of  persistence  by  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  for  legislative  authority  to  enter  into  the  75  year  leases 
with  the  Navajo  families.  Senator  John  McCain  introduced  Senate  Bill  1973 


- the  Navajo/Hopi  Land  Dispute  Act  of  1996,  on  Duly  18,  1996.  The 
legislation  not  only  provided  for  the  75  year  leasing  authority,  but  it 
legislated  the  entire  Settlement  Agreement.  The  Senate  approved  the  bill 
on  September  26,  1996  and  the  House  approved  the  bill  on  September  28, 

1996.  The  final  step  in  allowing  this  agreement  to  become  law  was 
President  Clinton's  signature,  which  came  on  October  11,  1996. 

Meetings  with  Navajo  families  on  the  Accommodation  Agreement  continued 
during  this  year  long  legislative  process.  The  Hopi  Tribe  continued 
implementation  of  the  Settlement  Agreement  by  conducting  site  visits  to 
the  Navajo  families  to  map  out  their  homesites.  In  an  effort  of  good 
faith  the  Hopi  Tribe  extended  the  deadline  twice  for  the  Navajo  families 
to  sign  the  lease  agreement.  The  first  deadline  was  on  October  2,  1996, 
which  was  extended  to  December  31,1996.  This  was  then  extended  by  the 
Hopi  Tribal  Council  once  again  to  March  31,  1997.  Thus  allowing  the 
Navajo  families  an  additional  five  months,  aside  from  the  10  months  that 
it  took  the  Congress  to  legislate  the  Settlement  Agreement,  to  sign  a 
lease  with  the  Hopi  Tribe. 

A majority  of  the  Navajo  families  have  signed  leases  with  the  Hopi  Tribe. 
The  March  31st  deadline  will  allow  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  know  how  many  Navajo 
families  are  sincere  about  working  with  the  Hopi  Tribe.  The  Hopi  Tribe 
has  stated  numerous  times  that  the  Accommodation  Agreement  is  the  best 
opportunity  for  the  Navajo  families  to  remain  on  Hopi  land. 

"RE : Moving  On"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Apr  1997  17:01:29  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Bernadette  Chato  <chato@unm . edu> 

Sub j : I'm  moving  on... 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

April  14,  1997 

Dear  Friends  and  Colleagues, 

It's  been  a pleasure  knowing  you  through  my  work  here  at  Native 
America  Calling.  I'm  resigning  my  position  as  Features  Producer  and  will 
be  leaving  soon.  My  last  day  to  actually  be  in  the  office  will  be  April 
18  since  I'll  be  using  leave  time  after  that  date. 

Thanks  for  all  the  help  and  support  you've  given  me!  My  work  could 
only  be  done  by  interacting  with  you  and  others.  There's  a wealth  of 
knowledge,  information  and  opinion  among  Native  America  and  you've 
helped  me  in  my  job  to  spread  those  messages  and  to  get  our  voices 
heard ! 

I will  continue  working  in  the  news  field.  I start  a new  job  in 
Dune  and  will  spend  the  month  of  May  getting  situated.  The  company  where 
I will  be  working  will  make  a formal  announcement  in  the  next  few  weeks. 
Until  then  I can  be  reached  through  my  e-mail  address  (chato@unm.edu)  or 
send  correspondence  to  KUNM:  The  University  of  New  Mexico,  KUNM/NAC, 

Onate  Hall  220,  Albuquerque,  NM  87131;  include  the  words,  "PLEASE 
FORWARD,"  on  the  envelope.  KUNM/NAC  staff  will  have  my  forwarding 
address . 

I continue  to  be  a firm  advocate  of  empowering  our  native  voices! 
Hopefully  we  will  continue  to  work  together  in  the  future. 

Take  care,  Bernadette 


Snail  Mail:  PO  Box  40164 
Albuquerque,  NM  87196 
505-277-5354/FAX  505-277-4286 
E-mail:  chato@unm.edu 

"RE;  Native  America  Calling"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Apr  1997  17:05:00  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Bernadette  Chato  <chato@unm.edu> 

Sub j : Schedule  for  Native  America  Calling 


Bernadette  Chato,  Features  Producer 
NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 
The  Nation's  1st  Electronic  Talking  Circle 
Heard  on  public  radio  stations! 


Mailing  List: 


NATIVE- L (native-l@gnosys .svle.ma.us) 


*PLEASE  NOTE*  This  may  be  the  last  NAC  schedule  to  be  sent  out.  I'm 
leaving  NAC  to  take  another  job. 

Here's  the  latest  schedule  for  *Native  America  Calling.*  Since  we  produce 
a new  show  every  day,  we  are  always  looking  for  knowledgeable  people 
(preferably  Native  Americans)  to  be  guests  on  our  show.  If  you  have  a 
recommendation  for  a guest  after  reading  the  topics  for  upcoming  shows 
or  there's  a subject  we  haven't  covered,  please  e-mail  our  producer 
directly  at  harlan@unm.edu.  Your  help  is  appreciated! 

Thanks.  BC 


TO:  NEWS  DIRECTORS,  PROGRAM  DIRECTORS,  GENERAL  MANAGERS 

FR:  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING 

DT:  APRIL  11,  1997 

RE:  SCHEDULE  FOR  NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING, 

APRIL  14-18,  1997 

NATIVE  AMERICA  CALLING,  the  first  national  call-in  radio  program 
to  focus  on  Native  issues,  began  daily  one-hour  feeds  on  6/5/95. 
Feed  Time:  M - F,  1300  - 1359  ET 

Channel  Info:  Digital  Frequency  B68.2 

Galaxy  4,  Transponder  B 
Broadcast  Rights: 

Each  program  is  designed  for  live  use.  The  fee  to  carry  NATIVE 
AMERICA  CALLING  is  determined  on  whether  the  station  is  a member 
of  AIROS.  There  is  a set  fee  for  AIROS  members;  if  not  a member, 
fee  is  based  on  station's  annual  revenue. 

Call  AIROS  at  (402)  472-0941  if  you  intend  to  broadcast  NAC. 
Programming  Questions: 

Harlan  McKosato,  NAC  Producer  505-277-5201 
Distribution/Promotion,  Dohn  Gregg,  AIROS  402-472-0941 


****  PROGRAM  SUBJECT  TO  CHANGE  **** 
Watch  the  DACS  or  your  FAX  for  updates!! 


HOST:  TOM  BEAVER 
WELLNESS  HOST:  SHARON  McCONNELL 
PROGRAM  SCHEDULE  for  4/14  - 4/18: 
MON  - 4/1 


From  gans@netcom.com  Sun  May  4 10:57:30  1997 
Date:  Sun,  4 May  1997  07:44:41  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.017 


' ) / / ')  / /)'))/  ) / 1 ) ) / ) 

/ / / / / / /--/  III  / III 

(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / / (_  ( / ' 0 


/ 1 ) / / ) ' ) / / ' 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  VOLUME  05,  ISSUE  017 

__/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , 26  April  1997 

KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  NativeLit  & NATIVE-L  lists; 
UUCP  and  genie  email;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"The  most  potent  weapon  of  the  oppressor  is  the  mind  of  the  oppressed." 

Steven  Bilko 

"My  friends,  when  I went  to  Washington  I went  into  your  money-house  and 
I had  some  young  men  with  me,  but  none  of  us  took  money  out  of  that 
house.  At  the  same  time,  when  your  Great  Father's  people  come  into  my 
country,  they  go  into  my  money-house  and  take  money  out." 

Long  Mandan, 
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+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 


| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
t to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  ( 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

| States  Constitution,  | 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

There  is  a continuing  erosion  of  our  beliefs  and  ways.  All  too  easily 
people  resort  to  dominant  society  ways.  Accusations  and  innuendo  replace 
council  and  seeking  out  elders.  Litigation  replaces  traditional  methods 
of  reconciliation.  Apologies  are  forsaken. 

The  one  thing  that  made  it  difficult  to  answer  the  "Indian  Question"  was 
the  tenacity  with  which  our  ancestors  held  to  their  traditions.  When  the 
ways  of  the  dominant  society  and  their  language  and  their  solutions  are  ours, 
where  does  that  leave  us?  On  the  doorstep,  still  not  in;  but  with  no  way 
left  to  go  home. 

Mildred  Cleghorn,  Tribal  leader,  crossed  over  last  week.  Please  read  the 
related  article  by  Dohn  Berry. 

Michael  Dorris,  novelist,  husband  of  fellow  novelist  Louise  Erdrich, 
crossed  over  last  week.  Please  read  the  related  article  from  David  Born. 


Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte . net>  sends  this  reminder: 

In  memory; 

4.28.1976  Betty  Do  Dubray-AIM  supporter  beaten  to  death  at  Martin,  S.D. 
No  investigation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 


, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(+,+)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30006,  U .S.A. 

===w=w=== 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@juno.com 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@genie.com 
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RE:  Declaration  of  Northern  Plains 


Date:  Tue,  15  Apr  1997  19:36:39  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Doe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : Declaration  of  Northern  Plains  Native  Nations 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Doe  Chasing  Horses,  Lakota  Elder. 

Declaration  of  Northern  Plains  Native  Nations 
Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  and 
Lakota/Dakota/Nakota  Peoples 

We,  the  assembled  representatives  of  Northern  Plains  Native  Nations  and 
Ikce  Wicasa  Treaty  Councils,  having  heard  and  considered  the  Draft  UN 
Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  and  having  listened  to 
testimonies  from  our  various  representatives,  do  hereby  make  the  following 
declaration  for  the  benefit  of  our  future  generations: 

Recognizing  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  the  ancestors  of  our  nations, 
embodied  in  the  spirit  of  the  Fort  Laramie  treaties  of  1851  and  1868 
to  exist  forever  as  free  and  independent  nations,  do  hereby  reaffirm  our 
own  beliefs,  ceremonies,  and  protocols,  thereby  honoring  our  ancestors, 
without  whom  we  would  not  be  here  today. 

Understanding  that  Indigenous  Nations  and  Peoples,  as  all  other  nations 
and  peoples  of  the  world,  have  the  inherent  and  undeniable  right  to 
self-determination,  and  by  virtue  of  that  right  may  freely  determine  our 
own  political  status,  as  well  as  freely  pursue  our  economic,  social  and 
cultural  development; 

Continuing  to  recognize  that  the  territorial  integrity  of  the  Northern 
Plains  Native  Nations- -including  but  not  limited  to  all  life  forms  such 
as  roots,  four  legged  beings,  the  winged  creatures,  those  that  swim  and 
crawl,  air,  water,  minerals--encompasses  the  east  bank  of  the  Missouri 
Riber,  the  crest  of  the  Little  Bighorn  Mountains,  and  the  southern  bank 
of  the  North  Platte  River,  of  which  the  sacred  Black  Hills  forms  the  center 

Understanding  that  U.N.  General  Assembly  Resolution  1514  (XV)  of  1960, 
is  a means  by  which  nations  and  peoples  may  free  themselves  of  colonial 
subjugation,  domination,  and  exploitation  through  the  exercise  of  free 
and  full  rights  of  self-determination; 

Acknowledging  that  U.N.  General  Assembly  Resolution  1514  (XV)  of  1960 
requires  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  colonizing  government  and 
military  to  provide  for  the  effective  exercise  of  the  right  to 
self-determination  of  colonized  nations  and  peoples; 

Recognizing  that  the  Northern  Plains  Native  Nations  were  first  subjected 
to  colonial  subjugation  by  French  Claims  of  domination  over  the  so-called 
colony  and  providence  of  Louisiana; 

Knowing  that  in  1803  France,  through  the  Louisiana  purchase,  purportedly 
transferred  the  Northern  Plains  Native  Nations  to  the  United  States  in 
the  same  way  that  rocks,  trees,  and  animals  might  be  transferred  by  one 
country  to  another,  which  marked  the  origin  of  a United  States  colonial 
system  responsible  for  the  subjugation,  domination,  and  exploitation  of 
our  various  Nations,  which  still  continues  to  this  day; 

Understanding  that  the  said  system  of  United  States  colonialism  stands 
in  violation  of  our  fundamental  right  to  exist  as  free  and  independent 
nations  pursuant  to  our  1868  and  1851  treaties,  in  violation  of  the 
historic  world  condemnation  of  colonialism,  and  in  violation  of  the 
United  States  mandate  to  eradicate  colonialism; 

Noting  that  the  system  of  colonialism  instituted  by  the  United  States 
against  our  various  Nations  has  and  continues  to  have  devastating 
spiritual,  political,  economic,  social,  cultural,  and  environmental 
consequences  for  the  Northern  Plains  Native  Nations,  threatening  our  very 
existence  as  nations  and  peoples; 

Understanding  that  during  the  U.N.  Decade  for  the  World's  Indigenous 
Peoples,  the  GATT,  NAFTA,  and  Convention  on  Biological  Diversity,  the 
Human  Genome  Diversity  Project  and  other  policies  and  practices  of  global 
economic  integration,  represents  an  intensification  of  colonialism, 
compounding  further  genocide  against  Indigenous  Nations  and  Peoples; 

Acknowledging  that  we  as  Northern  Plains  Native  Nations  have  a timeless 
history  as  free  and  independent  Nations  who  have  existed  on  our  lands 


long  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  colonizers  in  a natural  state  of  dynamic 
social,  cultural  and  political  evolution  which  has  been  obstructed  by 
colonialism; 

Acknowledging  that  the  Northern  Plains  Native  Nations,  historically  and 
into  the  present,  have  always  regarded  and  continue  to  regard  the  Earth 
as  Sacred  Life-Giver,  which  is  why  we  are  responsible  for  being 
protectors  of  our  traditional  territories  in  keeping  with  our  traditional 
laws; 

Acknowledging  that  United  States  colonialism  and  militarism  has  brought 
environmental  destruction  to  our  traditional  territories  and  natural 
resources  due  to  toxic  dumping,  nuclear  contamination,  degrading  mining 
and  deforestation  programs,  privatization  of  water,  the  ruination  of  our 
aquifers,  and  the  degradation  of  health  and  conditions  of  life; 

Acknowledging  that  Indigenous  Nations  and  Peoples  understand  that  their 
inherent  and  undeniable  right  to  self-determination  in  Article  3 of  the 
Draft  United  Nations  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  as 
submitted  to  the  Commission  on  Human  Rights  in  1994  carries  the  identical 
meaning  and  significance  of  full  rights  to  self-determination,  which 
includes  the  right  to  decolonized  and  the  right  to  choose  to  be 
independent  as  all  nations  and  peoples  of  the  world  have  pursuant  to 
international  law; 

Understanding  that  the  Draft  U.N.  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  seeks  to  protect  and  enforce  the  collective  rights  of  Indigenous 
Nations  and  Peoples  which  are  the  foundation  of  our  cultural  and 
political  existence; 

Realizing  that  the  United  States  system  of  colonialism  is  rooted  in 
erroneous  doctrines  of  Christian  discovery  and  dominion  which  are  found 
in  the  1823  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruling  Johnson  v.  McIntosh  (8  Wheat. 543), 
subjugating  papal  bulls  of  the  fifteenth  century,  such  as  the  Inter 
Cetera  bull  of  1493,  and  wrongful  doctrines  of  terra  nullius. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  THAT  we,  the  Northern  Plains  Native  Nations 
CONDEMN  all  manifestations  of  colonialism; 

Affirm  that  decolonization  for  Indigenous  Nations  and  Peoples  will 
advance  the  rights  of  self-determination  for  all  nations  and  peoples  by 
correcting  inequalities  and  injustices,  broadening  human  rights, 
addressing  concerns  and  violations  of  peoples  previously  excluded  from 
such  a process,  ending  racism  on  a global  level  and  securing  the  rights 
of  all  Indigenous  Nations  and  Peoples  of  the  world  be  known  by  their  own 
names,  languages,  values,  cultures,  histories,  economics,  social  and 
political  systems,  bringing  dignity  to  the  meaning  of  ALL  NATIONS  AND 
PEOPLES; 

Affirm  that  Indigenous  Nations  and  Peoples  have  the  full  right  to 
self-determination  that  all  other  Nations  and  Peoples  of  the  world  have 
pursuant  to  international  law,  including  all  rights  to  decolonization  and 
permanent  sovereignty,  as  expressed  in  U.N.  General  Assembly  Resolution 
1514  (XV)  of  1960; 

CALL  FOR  the  international  community  to  support  the  vigorous 
intensification  of  decolonization  of  the  Northern  Plains  Native  Nations 
and  all  Indigenous  Nations  and  Peoples  from  colonial  governments  and 
endorse  the  development  of  a process  by  which  all  Indigenous  Nations  and 
Peoples  can  realize  free  consent-based  remedies  for  the  historical  and 
continuing  denial  of  basic  rights  and  meaningful  choices,  including  the 
right  to  self-determination.  Existing  mechanisms  of  international  law 
should  be  applied  to  end  discrimination  against  all  Indigenous  Nations 
and  Peoples  who  make  up  the  majority  of  colonized  Nations  and  Peoples  for 
whom  the  process  of  decolonization  was  intended. 

Deliver  this  resolution  to  the  United  States  Department  of  State, 
Department  of  Justice,  as  well  as  to  the  United  Nations  to  urge  their 
support  of  our  work  toward  decolonization  and  self-determination  pursuant 
to  our  own  laws  and  international  law. 

Remember,  in  a spirit  of  solidarity,  our  alliance  with  all  Indigenous 
Nations  and  Peoples  throughout  the  Western  Hemisphere  and  the  Pacific 
Islands,  who  are  also  struggling  to  maintain  their  cultures,  lands, 
languages,  and  ways  of  life. 


"RE : Cheyenne  Recover  Sacred  Pipe"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Apr  1997  10:32:40  -0500 

From:  Dohn.Berry@okway.okstate.edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Cheyenne  Recover  Sacred  Pipe 

UUCP  email 

Cheyenne  Tribe  Recovers  The  Pipe 

A pipe  held  by  the  Oklahoma  State  Museum,  donated  in  1911,  has 
recently  been  identified  by  Cheyenne  traditionalists  as.  The  Pipe,  of 
tribal  oral  history  and  legend.  The  Pipe  is  one  of  the  sacred  objects 
that  belongs  with  The  Sacred  Buffalo  Hat  bundle. 

When  the  Hat  was  desecrated  by  the  removal  of  The  Pipe  around  1870. 
The  Cheyenne  people  believe  that  this  brought  bad  medicine  on  the 
tribe.  History  can  not  dispute  their  claim. 

Traditionalists  Clifford  Long  Sioux,  fifth  great-grandson  of  Dull 
Knife  and  Dohn  Sipe  attended  a NAGPRA  meeting  in  Norman,  OK  in  March. 
After  examining  The  Pipe  they  agreed  that  it  was  the  missing  Pipe. 

An  agreement  has  been  reached  with  the  museum  to  return  The  Pipe  to 
the  tribe  and  replace  it  in  The  Sacred  Buffalo  Hat.  After  the  meeting 
Logan  Curly  held  a ceremony  with  The  Pipe  at  the  Museum.  Dohn  Sipe 
said,  "Afterward,  Logan  stood  up  and  explained  what  he  had  done,  he 
said  that  he  had  brought  the  spirituality  of  The  Pipe  back  to  life, 
and  then  he  said  The  Pipe  talked  to  him,  and  The  Pipe  was  saying  'I 
want  to  go  home. ' " 

The  current  keeper  of  The  Sacred  Buffalo  Hat  is  Dames  Black  Wolf,  a 
traditional  elder  who  speaks  only  Cheyenne  and  lives  in  Montana. 

Dames  Black  Wolf  is  expected  to  travel  to  Oklahoma  within  the  next  few 
weeks  to  carry  the  pipe  home,  which  is  wherever  the  keeper  of  The 
Sacred  Buffalo  Hat  lives. 

Dohn  Sipe  said,  "Our  goal  is  to  pull  our  culture  and  our  people 
back  together,  we  have  never  been  the  Northern  and  Southern  Cheyenne 
people.  We  are  the  Cheyenne  people.  To  us,  this  is  a major  step 
ceremonially  in  bringing  our  tribe  back  together  as  one." 


Dohn  Berry 
Oklahoma 

Material  and  Quotes  from  "The  Daily  Oklahoman" 

Monday,  April  21,  1997 

"RE;  Did  the  Cops  Lie?"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Apr  1997  01:09:59  -0700 
From:  yacinfo@mars.ark.com 

Sub j : Did  the  cops  lie  to  attorney  general  Ujjal  Dosanjh? 

UUCP  email 

The  following  is  being  sent  to  a very  large  media  and  allies  list  which  may 
have  some  duplication ...  please  let  me  know... and  if  you  want  to  be  removed 
from  my  bcc  list  email  me  with  "remove"  in  the  subject  line. 

For  more  information  about  the  gustafsen  gustafsen  trial,  stoney  point 
(ipperwash)  and  indigenous  sovereignty  issues,  see... 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

Ujjal  Dosanjh,  Attorney-General  of  BC,  has  set  up  a toll-free  line 
(1-800-563-0808)  for  reporting  hate  crimes.  Call  and  tell  him  what  you 
think  of  the  RCMP  hate  crimes, 
please  repost, 
ernie  yacub 

Did  the  cops  lie  to  attorney  general,  Ujjal  Dosanjh? 

The  gustafsen  lake  trial  of  the  18  Ts'peten  defenders  is  coming  to  a close 
this  week,  and  still  there  is  precious  little  coverage  of  court  testimony 


and  evidence  which  indicts  the  RCMP,  the  Canadian  judiciary,  the  Canadian 
media,  and  the  attorney  general  of  British  Columbia,  Ujjal  Dosanjh. 

Up  to  400  RCMP  officers  and  military  personnel  were  employed  at  gustafsen 
lake.  It  became  the  largest  police  operation  in  be  history,  costing 
taxpayers  more  than  $5  million.  This  heavily  armed  force  came  within  a 
breath  and  a whisper  of  a full  waco-style  military  assault  and  consequent 
massacre  of  a group  of  children,  women  and  men  camping  peacefully  at  the 
lake. 

And  now  the  trial,  in  it's  38th  week,  has  become  the  longest  criminal  trial 
in  Canadian  history,  costing  an  estimated  $50,000  per  day. 

The  testimony  and  evidence  reveals  the  RCMP  fabricating  evidence,  lying  to 
the  media,  and  organizing  smear  campaigns.  Did  the  cops  also  lie  to 
attorney  general  Ujjal  Dosanjh?  If  not,  then  he  too  is  culpable  and  ought 
to  resign. 

According  to  the  court  record,  the  Canadian  media  were  used  by  the  RCMP  to 
report  lies,  distortion,  and  propaganda.  During  the  standoff,  Canadian 
media  pumped  out  bogus  stories  of  heavily  armed  terrorists  and  phantom 
firefights . 

Since  then,  nary  a peep... how  come? 

The  only  time  there  is  coverage  is  when  the  bald  one  with  cool  shades  shows 
up.  A flurry  of  words  get  written,  some  weird  pictures  and  clips  get 
aired,  but  little  of  substance  is  produced. 

Meanwhile,  Wolverine  has  been  in  court  or  in  jail  for  the  last  year  and  a 
half,  and  his  son  Hollo  ("mental  and  memory  skills  equivalent  to  that  of  a 6 
year  old")  was  terrorized,  beaten,  heavily  medicated,  and  kept  in  solitary 
confinement  during  much  of  his  incarceration. 

The  RCMP  and  the  attorney  general  should  be  the  ones  on  trial,  not  the 
small  group  of  native  people  and  their  friends  who  simply  refused  to  leave 
their  unceded  traditional  lands. 

Ts'peten  supporters  hope  that  reports  of  the  trial  testimony  on  the 
internet  will  be  picked  up  by  media  all  over  the  world,  forcing  the 
government  to  initiate  a full  public  inquiry. 

Some  examples  of  key  evidence  and  testimony: 

Peace  process  derailed  by  RCMP... 

The  peace  process  initiated  by  native  R.C.M.P.  officers  was  working  well 
and  was  to  culminate  in  a meeting  of  all  parties  on  August  21.  Yet  on 
August  17,  native  officers  were  transferred  to  other  duties  and  an 
Emergency  Response  Team  (ERT)  was  inserted  into  the  camp  area.  On  the 
stand.  Constable  Ken  Tassell  remembered  the  exact  time  he  picked  up  the  ERT 
members  to  drive  them  to  the  lake  and  the  exact  time  he  picked  them  up  to 
bring  them  back.  However  he  could  not  recall  who  gave  him  the  orders  to  do 
so.  He  further  stated  he  took  no  notes  on  these  two  crucial  days. 

(S.I.S.I.S) 

Olfert  calls  them  terrorists... 

August  19,  1995:  RCMP  Supt.  Len  Olfert  held  a press  conference  in  100  Mile 
House  in  which  he  displayed  the  cache  of  weapons  from  the  August  11  arrests 
at  Williams  Lake  and  called  the  people  in  the  camp  (by  their  own 
Intelligence-  Percy  Rosette  and  his  family)  terrorists.  Olfert  was  quoted 
by  the  Vancouver  Sun  newspaper,  (August  20,  1995,  Front  Page)  as  saying: 

"This  can't  go  on  forever.  We  won't  sit  back  and  do  nothing.  We  have  all 
the  residents  to  consider  and  the  area  has  to  be  secured.  There  has  been  an 
escalation;  the  threat  is  serious.  We  see  this  as  an  act  of  terrorism." 
(fornasier) 

Olfert  "misled"  media... 

Cst.  Lome  Clelland,  who  explained  the  action  of  the  weapons  to  the  media 
during  the  press  conference,  testified  that  Olfert  "misled"  members  of  the 
press.  He  agreed  with  Defence  Attorney,  Harry  Rankin,  that  the  weapons  "came 
from  "a  separate  case  dealt  with  elsewhere."  Staff  Sgt.  Sarich's  testimony 
concurs  that  he  "had  no  evidence  to  link  the  guns  to  the  camp"  and  he  went 
on  to  say  that  none  of  his  members  had  ever  reported  seeing  weapons  in  the 
camp.  Cst.  Lome  Clelland's  testimony.  Sept.  10,  1996;  Staff  Sgt. 


Sarich,,  Aug. 19,  1996  (fornasier) 


Olfent  orders  killing. . . 

September  1,  1995:  Chief  Superintendent  Johnston  makes  a note  during  a phone 
conversation  with  Superintendent  Len  Olfert  that  "There  are  6 hardliners  in 
the  camp  WHO  WILL  REQUIRE  KILLING."  Crown  disclosures. 

Police  video  shows  RCMP  Chief  Negotiator  Sgt.  Dennis  Ryan  relating  orders 
from  Supt.  Len  Olfert  to  "...  KILL  THIS  CLARK  AND  SMEAR  THE  PRICK  and 
everyone  with  him."  RCMP  Training  Tape  , February  3,  1997.  (fornasier) 

Cops  panicked,  opened  fire  when  they  hit  a tree  branch... 

The  highly  publicized  September  fourth  "ambush"  by  the  natives  of  an 
R.C.M.P.  vehicle  was  in  fact  a collision  with  a tree  branch.  The  officers 
panicked  and  opened  fire  toward  the  camp.  (S.I.S.I.S)  The  alleged  ambush 
was  used  to  justify  involving  the  army. 

Dosanjh  orders  heavy  weapons... 

Weapons  dealer  and  "consultant"  Aubrey  White  testified  that  he  received  a 
fax  from  RCMP  assistant  Commissioner  Murray  Johnston  requesting  two  fifty 
calibre  belt  fed  machine  guns.  These  were  purchased  by  the  RCMP  for  $16,000. 
Correspondence  from  BC's  NDP  Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh  to  Canadian 
Solicitor  General  Herb  Gray  on  September  15,  1995,  requisitioned 
"four  fifty  calibre  Mcmillan  Sniper  Rifles  complete  with  4 x 40  Leopold 
scopes,  accessories  and  ammunition."  Dosanjh  also  holds  the  portfolio  as 
Minister  of  Human  Rights  in  BC's  New  Democratic  Party  Government. 

Ryan  wants  help  with  smear  and  disinformation  campaign... 

In  another  video-clip  from  the  same  time  Ryan,  in  a meeting  (same?)  with  the 
Management  Team,  asks  generally  "...Is  there  anyone  who  can  help  us  with  our 
smear  and  disinformation  campaign?"  And  about  six  minutes  later  S.  Sgt 
Peter  Montague,  Chief  Media  Liaison  Officer  for  BC,  adds  "Smear  campaigns 
are  our  specialty."  He  then  offers  Ryan  a Media  Strategy  which  he  has 
drafted.  RCMP  "Training  Tape"  , January  6,  1997.  (fornasier) 

Red  truck  blown  up  by  land  mine... 

September  11,  1995:  According  to  RCMP  media  liaison,  Sgt.  Peter  Montague,  on 
this  day  "a  camp  truck  knowingly  violated  a NO-GO  ZONE"  and  was  subsequently 
"disabled  by  an  early  warning  device."  He  continued:  "two  or  three  ARMED 
natives  then  ran  from  the  truck  firing  semi-automatic  weapons  at  RCMP 
officers,  which  sparked  a gun  battle  lasting  nearly  two  hours  during  which 
hundreds  of  rounds  were  exchanged."  The  Vancouver  Sun,  Sept  12,  1995.  Final 
Ed.,  Front  page. 

RCMP  surveillance  footage,  taken  from  six  to  eight  thousand  feet 
in  the  air  by  Wescam,  reveals  the  camp  truck  blown-up  by  a powerful 
landmine,  then  two  apparently  UNARMED  people  running  from  the  truck  which 
was  moments  later  struck  violently  by  an  APC.  The  camp  dog,  seen  running 
away  from  the  truck  is  shot  and  killed  by  RCMP  fire. 

Cst.  S.H.  Arthur  testified  that  he  saw  the  two  occupants  running  from  the 
truck  and  that  neither  were  carrying  weapons.  He  also  testified  that  he 
fired  upon  the  unarmed  occupants  of  the  truck  as  they  were  leaving  the  lake 
with  their  hands  in  the  air,  within  what  was  supposed  to  be  the  guaranteed 
"SAFE  ZONE."  September  19,  1996.  (fornasier) 

Olfert  gives  "shoot  to  kill"  order 

Sgt.  Armstrong  testified  that  he  had  been  one  of  the  experts  that  laid 
the  land  mines  around  the  camp,  one  of  which  blew  up  a truck  on  September 
11,  1996  when  two  camp  members  went  to  the  lake  for  water.  Asked  about  his 
orders,  he  stated  that  officers  had  been  giving  a green  light  by  Supt.  Len 
Ofert  to  shoot  to  kill.  (S.I.S.I.S) 

The  mysterious  flack  jacket  caper... 

September  3,  1995:  On  or  around  this  date  Cpl.  John  Ward  is  caught  on 
videotape  remarking  that  "this  is  not  the  first  time  we've  had  to  take 
flak- jackets  to  the  firing  range."  RCMP  "Training  Tape"  , February  20, 

1997.  (fornasier) 


Kemble  orders  snipers  to  kill  unarmed  man  in  safe-zone... 

Insp.  Kemble  the  Field  Commander  testified  that,  upon  viewing  the  Wescam 
direct-feed  in  the  Command  Centre,  he  determined  that  the  man  was  indeed 
carrying  a rifle  and  gave  the  order  to  the  snipers  to  shoot  him.  Defence 
Lawyer  Harry  Rankin  asked  if  it  was  his  intention  to  kill  that  man.  Kemble 
responded:  "That's  correct."  October  1996.  (ed.  note... video  shows 
clearly  that  he  was  NOT  carrying  a rifle  and  he  was  in  the  "SAFE-ZONE") 
(fornasier) 

ernie  yacub. . .yacinfo@mars.ark.com. . .250-336-2646 
laichwiltach/komeenook  territory 
box  569,  Cumberland,  b.c.  Canada  V0R  1S0 
for  gustafsen/ipperwash  info: 

S.I.S.I.S.  / Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  majordomo  conference  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jo rdomo@spea keasy.org > 

PLEASE  SEND  LETTERS  OF  PROTEST  TO:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

Ujjal  Dosanjh 

BC  Attorney  General  and  Minister  of  Human  Rights 

Parliament  Buildings 

Victoria,  BC  V8V  1X4  Canada 

Phone:  (250)  387-1866  Fax:  (250)  387-6411 

Hate  crime  reports:  1-800-563-0808 

Select  Standing  Committee  on  Aboriginal  Affairs 

email:  ClerkComm@lass.gov. be. ca 

-SUPPORT  ORGANIZATIONS- 
Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign 

Spokespeople:  Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
Ts'peten  Legal  Defence  Team: 

Manuel  Azevedo,  Phone:  (604)  687-0231,  Fax:  (604)  687-0241 
Margaret  Clark,  c/o  Phone:  (604)  687-0231,  Fax:  (604)  687-0241 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink . org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 

- "RE:  Violation  of  Rights  of  Women"  — - 

Date:  Fri,  18  Apr  1997  13:51:32  -0400 

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  <mnation@axess . com> 

Sub j : Violation  of  Rights  of  Women  of  The  Iroquois  Confederacy 

MEDIA  ALERT! ! ! 

A PRESS  CONFERENCE  WILL  BE  HELD  ON  APRIL  22  - 1997 
TIME:  2 P.M. 

PLACE:  TONAWANDA  SENECA  TERRITORY 
383  Bloomingdale  Road 
Basom  NY 

CONTACT:  Denise  ph./fax.  716/298-8671 

WOMEN  OF  THE  IROQUOIS  CONFEDERACY'S  RIGHTS  BEING  VIOLATED 

We  wish  to  inform  the  world  of  the  actions  being  taken  by  the  Women  of 
the  Confederacy. 

As  a result  of  Governor  Pataki's  recent  imposition  of  New  York  State 
jurisdiction  upon  SOVEREIGN  HAUDENOSAUNEE  TERRITORIES,  our  people  now 
face  an  economic  crisis.  New  York  State  has  imposed  an  illegal  economic 
embargo  on  our  territories.  Fuel,  tobacco,  staples  of  the  economy,  and 
even  heating  fuel  cannot  be  sold  to  Indians  unless  a totally  absurd 
agreement  is  signed  by  them.  This  agreement  is  likened  to  what  the 
early  colonizer  coerced  our  ancestors  to  sign.  We  now  know  it  was  for 


the  sole  purpose  of  theft  of  our  lands  and  resources.  Times  have  not 
changed.  History  is  repeating  itself.  This  time  round  it  will  be  the 
total  demise  and  destruction  of  our  people.  THE  WOMEN  OF  THE 
CONFEDERACY  were  not  informed  nor  did  they  participate  in  any  of  the 
negotiations  that  took  place,  nor  was  there  any  sanction  by  the  women 
for  this  interim  agreement.  This  action  by  a few,  perhaps  four  men,  is 
in  total  violation  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy  Constitution.  The 
agreement  is  therefore  ILLEGAL  and  must  be  deemed  NULL  AND  VOID.  As 
progenitors  of  future  generations  of  Haudenosaunee  Nations,  we  must 
implement  Haudenosaunee  Law  on  the  land.  Women  carry  the  responsibility 
of  supervising  domestic,  as  well  as,  foreign  policies.  It  is  we  who 
bring  the  children  into  this  world  and  we  must  protect  their  futures. 
Background:  See  letter  to  Bill  Clinton  dated  Feb.  3,  1997. 


February  3,  1997 

Ranatakiias  Bill  Clinton 
President  of  the  United  States 
White  House 
Washington,  DC  20350 

Brother : 

Greetings  from  the  women  of  the  Haudenosaunee.  Haudenosaunee  means  the 
"People  of  the  Longhouse"  or  in  your  language,  Iroquois  people.  We  are 
comprised  of  Six  Nations,  Mohawk,  Seneca,  Oneida,  Cayuga,  Onondaga  and 
Tuscarora.  As  women  of  the  Haudenosaunee  we  have  been  entrusted  with 
the  responsibility  of  the  survival  of  our  people.  Any  issues  dealing 
with  our  way  of  life  and  anything  concerning  our  children  and  future 
generations  rests  with  us. 

The  women  of  the  Haudenosaunee  have  been  meeting  to  discuss  issues 
concerning  the  imposition  of  taxation  by  New  York  State  on  our 
territories.  We  write  to  you  today  to  request  that  you  instruct  the 
United  States  Congress  and  the  Secretary  of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Interior  to  abide  by  the  Treaties  and  agreements  that  have  been  made 
between  our  Nations  and  to  address  these  concerns. 

The  women  of  the  Haudenosaunee  are  instructing  you  of  the  procedures  and 
laws  that  we  abide  by.  The  Haudenosaunee  are  governed  by  the 
Kaianerekowa,  the  Great  Law  of  Peace.  Our  forefathers,  yours  and  ours, 
devised  the  Two  Row  Wampum  and  the  treaties  between  the  United  States 
government  and  the  Haudenosaunee.  The  United  States  Federal  Government 
and  New  York  State  have  violated  and  ignored  many  of  the  treaties  and 
obligations  that  were  made  with  our  ancestors.  Always  remember  that  our 
forefathers  did  not  offer  to  come  and  make  these  treaties  and  wampums 
with  you;  your  forefathers  came  and  made  them  with  us  because  they 
recognized  the  power  and  authority  of  the  Haudenosaunee  here  in  North 
America . 

The  United  Sates  Federal  Government  and  New  York  State  Government  have 
specifically  violated  Wampum  #93  and  Wampum  #95  of  the  Great  Law  of 
Peace,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Wampum  #93 . . . 

The  Referendum 

The  People  decide  on  the  Most  Important  Matters: 

Whenever  an  especially  important  matter  or  a great  emergency  is 
presented  before  our  League  Council  and  the  nature  of  the  matter  affects 
the  entire  body  of  Five  Nations,  threatening  their  utter  ruin,  then  the 
Chiefs  of  the  League  must  submit  the  matter  to  the  decision  of  their 
People  and  the  decision  of  the  People  shall  affect  the  decision  of  the 
League  Council.  This  decision  shall  be  a confirmation  of  the  voice  of 
the  People." 


"Wampum  #95 . . . 

The  Council  Fines  of  The  Women  of  Every  Clan  have  the  Same  Rights  as  The 
Councils  of  the  Men: 

The  Women  of  every  Clan  of  the  Five  Nations  shall  have  a Council  Fire 
ever  burning  in  readiness  for  a Council  of  the  Clan.  When  in  their 
opinion  it  seems  necessary  for  the  interest  of  the  People,  they  shall 
hold  a Council,  and  their  decision  and  recommendation  shall  be 
introduced  before  the  Council  of  Chiefs  of  the  War  Chief  for  its 
consideration . " 

New  York  State  has  imposed  a gag  order  on  these  secret  negotiations, 
negotiations  which  have  been  taking  place  behind  locked  doors.  They 
have  tried  to  force  agreements  for  the  taxation  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  Haudenosaunee.  Some  of  our  People  were  escorted  out  of  a meeting 
site  on  December  18  and  19,  1996,  in  Syracuse,  New  York.  These  meetings 
were  attended  by  a U.S.  federal  mediator.  According  to  our  way  of  life, 
the  leaders  of  the  Flaudenosaunee  carry  the  word  of  the  People  to  any 
negotiations.  The  People  meet  in  Clans,  they  are  informed  of  the  issue 
at  hand  by  the  Clan  Mother  and  the  selected  representatives  of  each 
Clan.  The  Haudenosaunee  way  would  be  to  have  many  meetings  to  inform 
the  People  of  the  issues  to  be  decided,  never  to  impose  a gag  order. 

The  People  would  then  empower  their  leaders  with  specific  instructions 
to  safeguard  the  Haudenosaunee  and  the  Great  Law  of  Peace. 

You  have  also  violated  the  Two  Row  Wampum  which,  in  its  essence,  speaks 
of  our  People  living  on  our  land  together  and  agreeing  not  to  interfere 
in  each  others  ways,  laws  and  customs.  That  "interference"  is  exactly 
what  is  being  done  now.  We  will  discuss  with  you  and  your  delegates 
these  violations  and  other  issues  at  hand. 

Many  of  the  People  currently  recognized  by  the  United  States 
Government/Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  are  those  who  have  alienated 
themselves  from  the  Haudenosaunee  way  of  life  and  not  sanctioned  by  the 
Women's  Council  and  the  People  of  the  Haudenosaunee.  If  the  United 
States  federal  government  and  New  York  State  negotiate  with  any  of  these 
people,  without  the  consent  of  the  Women's  Council  and  the  People  of  the 
Haudenosaunee,  the  negotiations  will  be  invalid,  illegal  and  will  be 
opposed  to  any  length  necessary.  These  People  have  lost  their  way  and 
cannot  speak  for  all  the  Haudenosaunee. 

Haudenosaunee  People  are  non-taxable  People.  It  is  our  People  who  will 
guide  you  to  proper  channels  to  resolve  problems  between  our  two 
parties;  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Haudenosaunee. 

We  are  informing  you  that  your  Supreme  Court  decisions  do  not  apply  to 
our  People.  The  Two  Row  Wampum  Agreement  provides  that  this  cannot  be; 
we  must  discuss  the  interpretation  of  our  agreements. 

We  are  prepared  to  meet  with  you  and  your  people  to  try  to  peacefully 
resolve  some  of  the  violations  and  the  issues  at  hand.  We  expect  an 
immediate  response  because  of  the  urgency  of  this  issue.  We  are 
providing  you  with  a list  of  our  People  to  contact. 

Skennengowa , 

Women's  Council  of  the  Haudenosaunee 

signed  - Giennohgohs 
Mariann  May  Smith  Doctor 

signed  - Shirley  Snyder 

cc:  Mrs.  Hillary  Rodham  Clinton 
Governor  George  Pataki 
losephy  Heath,  Esq. 


RE:  Anti-NY  State  Sales  Tax  Demonstration 


Date:  Mon,  21  Apr  1997  11:11:12  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : Participant  Notes:  anti-NY  State  Sales  Tax  demonstration 

I was  in  attendance  at  the  Weekend  anti-NY  State  Sales  Tax  demonstration 
this  weekend  at  the  Cattaraugus  Reservation.  I also  heard  about  it  this 
morning  on  the  local  radio.  I do  not  agree  with  the  morning  radio  news 
cast . 

The  demonstrators  assembled  at  one  of  the  large  rez  gas  and  smoke  shops 
on  the  rez.  There  were  many  non-Indian  supporters  in  the  crowd  that  I 
would  estimate  between  1200  and  1500  people.  The  march  lined  up  just 
outside  of  the  rez  bridge  leading  into  the  rez  proper.  The  Iroquois 
Veterans  Assoc,  lead  the  demonstration  behind  the  Eagle  Staff.  My  friend 
and  I (a  Cree)  were  honored  by  the  veterans  when  they  asked  us  to  carry 
their  banner  at  the  front  of  the  people.  I remarked  to  my  friend  how  was 
it  that  a Cree  and  a Passamaquoddy  carried  the  banner  for  the  Iroquois 
vets.  Well,  one  step  for  uniting  the  Nations. 

The  demo  moved  across  the  bridge  and  into  the  rez  proper.  This  was  the 
1st  time  that  I had  ever  danced  to  the  beat  of  the  drum  while  entering  a 
reservation  at  the  head  of  a parade.  We  danced/marched  north  up  rts.5  & 20 
to  a 2nd  gas/smoke  shop.  There  the  marchers  reformed  and  marched  to  the  NY 
State  Thruway  and  unto  the  pavement,  halting  traffic  in  both  directions. 

We  all  walked  to  the  center  of  the  bridge  spanning  Cattaraugus  Creek  at 
the  boundary  of  the  rez. 

At  that  moment  in  time  there  was  a single  NY  State  Police  car  parked  on 
the  west  side  of  the  thruway  about  1/2  mile  south  of  the  bridge.  The 
marchers  filled  both  sides  of  the  thruway.  Several  speeches  were  made  by 
the  organizers.  There  was  much  support  from  the  vehicles  on  the  road  that 
had  halted.  Flyers  were  passed  out  and  everything  was  going  well.  The 
speeches  had  been  made,  the  flyers  were  being  passed  out  and  the  people 
had  made  their  statement. 

It  was  at  this  point  that  the  NY  State  Police  made  a serious  tactical 
error.  The  single  police  car  mentioned  before  had  radioed  in  and  at  least 
20  more  NYSP  cars  began  showing  up  from  the  south.  Since  no  more  traffic 
had  backed  up  on  the  thruway,  it  was  obvious  that  they  had  closed  the  road 
and  were  diverting  traffic  in  both  directions  around  the  rez  between  exits 
57A  and  59.  #of  the  NYSP  cars  were  driven  up  from  the  south,  across  the 
non-rez  side  of  the  bridge  and  onto  the  rez  side  of  the  bridge.  The 
marchers  moved  forward  to  meet  them. 

When  the  marchers  moved  toward  the  cars,  the  NYSP  drivers  stoped  and 
abandoned  the  vehicles  on  the  rez  side  of  the  bridge.  At  this  point  in 
time,  the  NYSP  violated  a standard  training  police  procedure.  The  drivers 
left  their  vehicles  with  all  of  the  doors  unlocked  and  one  vehicles 
windows  were  rolled  down. 

Here  is  where  some  of  the  younger  Native  people  made  a serious  error. 
They  proceeded  to  remove  items,  including  personal  items  from  the  vehicles 
and  throw  them  on  the  pavement.  One  young  person  attacked  the  cars  with  a 
trenching  tool,  doing  some  damage.  At  least  6 NYSP  officers  are  now 
without  their  hats  and  many  batons. 

While  I was  part  of  and  understand  the  emotions  and  frustrations  of  the 
marchers,  I cannot  in  good  conscience,  condone  the  damage  done  to  the 
police  property.  My  criticisms  fall  on  both  sides  of  the  line. 

For  the  NYSP  side,  I must  lay  blame  for  what  happened  on  the  shoulders 
of  Governor  Pataki  and  the  NYSP  Commanding  officer  of  the  Troop  assigned 
to  that  area.  All  of  the  NYSP  vehicles  should  have  been  kept  at  a safe 
distance  south  of  the  thruway  bridge. 

In  retrospect,  I can  only  conclude  that  the  actions  of  the  NYSP  drivers 
was  a "planned"  and  baited  trap  set  for  the  Native  people.  When  the 
vehicles  were  driven  onto  and  abandoned  on  the  bridge,  they  were 
suspiciously  "clean"  of  much  "normal"  police  equipment  including  weapons. 
This  mornings  radio  news  reports  said  that  12  NYSP  cars  had  been  damaged, 
but  only  3 were  on  the  bridge.  I also  suspect  that  there  were  several  NYSP 


"plants"  in  attendance  in  the  crowd,  trying  to  stir  up  trouble. 

What  was  missing  from  the  Native  side  was  effective  leadership  from  the 
Chiefs  and  Clan  Mothers.  The  rally  organizers  were  effective  up  to  the 
point  where  the  NYSP  cars  were  driven  onto  the  bridge.  After  this,  control 
of  the  crowd  was  beyond  their  means  and  the  "heat  of  the  moment"  emotions 
overcame  some  of  the  younger,  less  experienced  Natives. 

I was  pleased  to  see  at  least  4 American  Indian  Movement  jackets  in  the 
crowd.  I believe  that  these  were  Canadian  brothers. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  there  will  be  another  protest  next  weekend. 
In  this  one  I can  only  hope  for  more  leadership  from  Tribal  leaders  who 
support  the  protest  and  if  possible,  some  leadership  from  AIM. 

My  apologies  for  the  length  of  this  post.  But  I was  there. 

Gery  Wolf 


"RE : Federal  Parks"  

Date:  Sun,  20  Apr  97  08:06:02  -0600 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

Subject:  Fwd:  Federal  Parks 

UUCP  email 

Since  there  is  so  much  discussion  about  the  parks  right  now,  I thought  I'd 
forward  this  post  I received  sometime  back.  Sorry  I can't  remember  who  it 
was,  (nor  do  know  his  "credentials").  But  for  those  of  you  who  are  into  the 
"message"  and  not  the  messenger,  here  it  is. 

FEDERAL  PARKS 

Yellowstone  National  Park,  Yosemite  National  Park,  Grand  Canyon  National 
Park,  millions  of  acres  of  public  range  land,  national  sea  shores,  and  on 
and  on  and  on  . . . 

Beautiful  parks,  scenery,  wildlife,  hiking  trails,  camping  sites  . . . 

Dust  look  at  all  the  beautiful  places  our  federal  government  is  giving  to 
the  people.  An  ideal  place  to  spend  an  extended  summer  vacation  with  the 
family. 

Let's  set  the  record  right  now  . . . The  United  States  government  is 
breaking  the  law.  They  have  NO  power  to  own  those  lands.  It's  illegal  as 
hell! 

The  ONLY  permission  for  the  national  government  to  own  land  is  spelled 
out  in  Art  I,  Sect  8,  cl  17.  It  specifically  limits  ownership  to  10  square 
miles  for  the  seat  of  the  government  (Washington,  D.C  .)  and  . . . 

"...  over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  legislatures  of 
the  state  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines, 
arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful  buildings." 

That's  it.  Not  one  word  about  range  land,  national  parks,  presidential 
or  other  official  hideaways. 

The  only  other  place  in  our  Constitution  where  the  word  property  appears 
is  in  Article  IV,  Section  3,  clause  2.  This  permission  to  "dispose  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States;  ..." 

This  gives  them  the  right  to  sell  property  which  lawfully  belongs  to  the 
government.  It  allows  them  to  exercise  control  over  territories  which  may 
be  awarded  to  the  national  government  as  a result  of  peace  treaties,  etc. 

Not  a word  about  public  lands  or  parks.  In  1891,  they  passed  the  first 
act  establishing  National  Forests.  This  came  about  because  people  were 
careless  when  they  went  into  forested  areas.  They  cut  down  trees  and  then 
vacated  the  areas.  No  attempt  was  made  to  plant  new  trees  and  rain  runoff 
was  ruining  the  lands.  Commendable?  No  argument. 

By  act  of  Congress  dated  Aug.  25,  1916,  they  established  The  National 
Park  Service  as  a bureau  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Interior. 

Purpose  was  to  "promote  and  regulate  the  use  of  the  federal  areas  known  as 
national  parks,  monuments,  and  reservations  ...  by  such  means  and 
measures  as  conform  to  the  fundamental  purpose  of  said  parks,  monuments, 
and  reservations,  which  purpose  is  to  conserve  the  scenery  and  the  natural 
and  historic  objects  and  the  wild  life  therein  and  to  provide  for  the 


enjoyment  of  the  same  in  such  manner  and  by  such  means  as  will  leave  them 
unimpaired  for  the  enjoyment  of  future  generations."  (Encyclopedia 
Americana)]  This  was  a laudable  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  Congress. 
Makes  no  matter , it's  without  authority  in  the  Constitution. 

Ownership  by  the  individual  states  involved,  if  permitted  by  the  state 
constitution  concerned,  would  be  another  story.  For  the  federals  to 
assume  such  an  undertaking  without  specific  permission  from  or  by  an 
amendment  to  our  Constitution  is  unlawful. 

Back  to  the  naughty  word  again  . . . Deficits!  All  monies  spent 
operating  the  National  Park  Service  is  illegal.  Some  are  really  disastrous. 
They  will  admit  that  all  the  money  collected  from  overnight  lodging  does 
not  pay  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  buildings.  Another  chunk  to  move  the 
figures  into  the  red.  After  all,  it's  not  their  money,  it's  YOUR  MONEY! 

Reports  are  that  the  United  States  government  owns  half  the  territory 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  How  come?  The  Constitution  is  specific  on  land 
ownership,  "...  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals, 
dockyards,  and  other  needful  buildings."  Nothing  else! 

Alaska  has  been  in  a running  battle  with  Congress  over  the  past  decade 
to  decide  who  owns  the  property  in  the  state.  How  can  Congress  tell  the 
people  of  Alaska  the  federal  government  owns  anything  other  than  a 
military  base  or  dockyard,  etc.?  Even  then,  the  legislature  of  Alaska  is 
mandated  to  give  their  permission  to  purchase  the  property. 

And  to  compound  the  problem,  you  are  subject  to  jail  if  you  go  on  the 
property  without  permission.  The  charge  is  trespassing.  What  kind  of 
garbage  is  this? 

The  Founding  Fathers  knew  they  couldn't  foresee  the  future.  They  had  no 
idea  what  problems  would  arise,  so  we  know  they  included  the  amendment 
process.  We  should  never  look  the  other  way  when  the  government  assumes  a 
power  for  which  we  have  not  specifically  given  our  permission.  It's  that 
simple. 

The  powers  we  agreed  to  convey  for  government  are  spelled  out  in  no 
uncertain  terms.  The  way  for  the  government  to  receive  new  powers  from  we 
the  people  is  also  plain.  We  have  to  make  them  use  the  proper  and  legal 
means  to  receive  justification  for  any  act  they  intend  to  undertake. 

Parks,  wildlife  and  historical  preserves  are  desirable.  They  are  places 
of  beauty  and  fun  to  visit.  Many  serve  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the 
heritage  of  our  country.  Yet  allowing  politicians  to  seize  power  which  we 
have  specifically  denied  them  is  far  more  dangerous  to  the  survival  of  our 
country. 

If  we  are  so  foolish  to  allow  even  the  slightest  step  past  what  we  have 
allowed,  the  next  step  is  simple.  Without  looking  too  intently,  we  can  see 
the  result  of  permitting  the  first  step  to  go  unchallenged. 

This  is  an  old  and  favorite  trick  of  the  politicos.  When  they  are  hell 
bent  on  accomplishing  a specified  goal,  they  take  at  least  two  steps 
toward  the  goal.  If  they  are  earnestly  challenged,  they  will  take  one  step 
backwards  to  disarm  the  dispute.  Then  they  are  one  step  ahead  in  achieving 
their  intended  goal. 

The  scenario  goes  this:  "When  we  passed  the  National  Forest  Act,  we 
convinced  the  people  it  was  for  their  own  good.  They  were  happy  we  took 
the  initiative.  No  one  checked  the  constitution  or  challenged  us.  Now  we 
can  do  whatever  we  want.  And  as  long  as  we  convince  them  it's  for  their 
own  good,  they'll  thank  us."  Easy  , isn't  it? 

As  George  Washington  pointed  out,  "...  the  constitution  which  at  any 
time  exists  till  changed  by  an  explicit  and  authentic  act  of  the  whole 
people  is  sacredly  obligatory  upon  all." 

Again  it  is  pointed  out  that  we  demanded  every  official  of  government 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution. 
They  cannot  exceed  what  we  have  allowed.  We  all  must  obey  the  Constitution 
and  this  includes  all  who  work  for  government  at  any  level! 

A thorough  search  of  The  Federalist  Papers,  shows  only  No.  43  by  lames 
Madison  speaking  of  the  ownership  of  property  by  the  federal  government. 

One  section  deals  with  the  ownership  of  the  property  for  the  seat  of  the 
national  government. 

Madison  says:  "The  necessity  of  a like  authority  over  forts,  magazines, 
etc.,  established  by  the  general  government,  is  not  less  evident.  The 


public  money  expended  on  such  places,  and  the  public  property  deposited  in 
them,  require  that  they  should  be  exempt  from  the  authority  of  the 
particular  State.  Nor  would  it  be  proper  for  the  places  on  which  the 
security  of  the  entire  Union  may  depend  to  be  in  any  degree  dependent  on  a 
particular  member  of  it.  All  objections  and  scruples  are  here  also 
obviated  by  requiring  the  concurrence  of  the  States  concerned  in  every 
such  establishment." 

That's  certainly  clear  enough.  We  did  not  say  it  was  okay  to  own  any 
property  other  than  what  was  specified. 

Now  I'm  certain  many  will  say  the  last  clause  of  Art  I,  Sect  8 conveys 
special  jurisdiction  to  the  government.  They  can  own  any  property  they 
feel  necessary,  whatever  its  classification.  This  clause  is  called  the 
"necessary  and  proper"  clause. 

This  argument  runs  into  a stone  wall  immediately.  Two  facts  in  our 
Constitution  kill  that  reasoning.  One  is  the  supremacy  clause. 

The  other  is  the  "necessary  and  proper"  clause  only  authorizes  the 
exercise  of  listed  powers.  This  includes  other  powers  vested  by  this 
Constitution  in  the  government  of  the  United  States.  The  document  has  to 
show  the  power.  NOT  whatever  THEY  think  necessary  and  proper. 

The  ownership  of  property  is  specific  and  limited.  Nowhere  in  our 
Constitution  can  anyone  point  to  as  permission  for  ownership  of  other 
types  of  property.  This  includes  Camp  David  and  a high  official  hideout  on 
lekyll  Island  off  the  coast  of  Georgia. 

Have  you  ever  checked  to  see  what  these  clowns  are  required  to  pay  for  a 
stay  at  lekyll  Island?  There  are  many  others,  some  set  aside  in  'public 
parks',  exclusive  for  high  ranking  bureaucrats,  members  of  congress  and 
the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Though  they  might  think  otherwise, 
there  are  no  kings  or  potentiates  in  our  government.  They  are  responsible 
to  you  and  me. 

The  Federalist  Papers  are  crystal  clear  on  this  aspect.  In  paper  No.  34, 
Hamilton  is  emphatic  that  the  necessary  and  proper  clause  pertains  only  to 
powers  specifically  granted.  He  addresses  the  points  in  particular  we  are 
making. 

"If  the  federal  government  should  overpass  the  just  bounds  of  its 
authority  and  make  a tyrannical  use  of  its  powers,  the  people,  whose 
creature  it  is,  must  appeal  to  the  standard  they  have  formed,  and  take 
such  measures  to  redress  the  injury  done  to  the  Constitution  as  the 
exigency  may  suggest  and  prudence  justify.  The  propriety  of  a law,  in  a 
constitutional  light,  must  always  be  determined  by  the  nature  of  the 
powers  upon  which  it  is  founded." 

Madison  in  paper  No.  44  puts  it  this  way:  "If  it  be  asked  what  is  to  be 
the  consequence,  in  case  the  Congress  shall  misconstrue  this  part  of  the 
Constitution  and  exercise  powers  not  warranted  by  its  true  meaning,  I 
answer  the  same  as  if  they  should  misconstrue  or  enlarge  any  other  power 
vested  in  them;  as  if  the  general  power  had  been  reduced  to  particulars, 
and  any  one  of  these  were  to  be  violated;  the  same,  in  short  , as  if  the 
State  legislatures  should  violate  their  respective  constitutional 
authorities.  In  the  first  instance,  the  success  of  the  usurpation  will 
depend  on  the  executive  and  judiciary  departments,  which  are  to  expound 
and  give  effect  to  the  legislative  acts;  and  in  the  last  resort  a remedy 
must  be  obtained  from  the  people,  who  can,  by  the  election  of  more 
faithful  representatives , annul  the  acts  of  the  usurpers." 

Usurpers  are  those  who  seize  and  hold  a power  or  position  without  a 
legal  right.  This  is  exactly  what  we  are  facing  in  our  country  today.  And 
how  could  this  occur  except  with  the  acquiescence  and,  as  Madison  said, 
collusion  between  the  executive  and  judicial  branches? 

Remember  the  Tenth  Amendment  absolutely  prohibits  the  federal  government 
from  assuming  ANY  power  which  we  did  not  delegate.  There  are  no  exceptions. 

So  how  do  we  straighten  out  this  mess?  lames  Madison  had  the  answer  when 
he  said  the  remedy  must  come  from  the  people. 

Hamilton  also  pointed  out  the  people  must  take  whatever  measures 
necessary  to  redress  the  injury  to  the  Constitution.  Call  the  local  office 
of  your  Senator  or  Congressman.  Ask  where  they  find  the  authorization  to 
own  property  beyond  what  is  specified  in  our  Constitution. 

A couple  more  questions  would  be  pertinent.  One,  have  you  taken  an  oath 


to  support  our  Constitution?  Second,  ask  where  Congress  finds  the  specific 
justification  to  establish  the  National  Park  Service. 

Do  not  to  take  their  answer  at  face  value.  Check  their  answer  against 
the  Constitution.  Ask  them  for  specifics.  Point  out  the  two  areas  in  the 
Constitution  which  have  to  do  with  property.  You  will  hear  a lot  of 
silence  at  the  other  end  of  the  phone.  They  have  never  had  a question 
before  like  you're  asking  them  now. 

Tell  them  you  are  unhappy  with  the  government  spending  money  on  items 
which  are  beyond  the  lawmaking  and  spending  powers  of  Congress.  Ask 
further  what  he/she  expects  to  do  about  the  problem.  Then  ask  your  friends 
to  do  the  same.  Letters  to  the  Editor  of  your  local  newspapers  would  alert 
other  people  of  your  area  . 

Another  way  to  stir  the  pot  would  be  to  send  members  of  Congress  who 
represent  you  a "Petition  For  Redress  of  Grievances."  To  refresh  our 
memory,  this  was  a right  included  in  the  1st  Amendment.  It  is  NOT  a 
privilege  as  the  hot  shots  in  government  keep  insisting. 

The  colonists  had  a great  deal  of  trouble  with  the  King  of  England.  They 
filed  these  petitions  to  ask  the  King  to  correct  the  wrongs  and  injustices 
which  had  occurred.  This  was  the  main  reason  they  included  this  right  in 
the  First  Amendment. 

I strongly  suggest  you  write  out  the  complaint  in  your  own  words.  It 
shouldn't  sound  as  though  you  are  following  something  out  of  a book.  You 
don't  need  a degree  in  english  to  make  your  demand  understood  . Write  it 
as  though  you  were  talking  to  a member  of  your  family  and  those  in 
Congress  will  understand  it  also. 

There  has  been  no  form  prescribed  for  a petition  for  redress.  Nor  did 
our  Founding  Fathers  specify  which  branch  of  government  these  petitions 
were  restricted  to.  Any  branch  can  be  petitioned  and  I recommend  ALL 
branches  receive  these  petitions!  This  right  has  fallen  into  nearly 
complete  disuse  over  the  past  years.  There  is  an  ASCII  file  at  the  end  of 
this  book  containing  a Petition  for  Redress  of  Grievances.  It  can  be 
printed  on  any  printer,  filled  out  and  mailed. 

A wise  man  once  said,  "The  more  corrupt  the  state,  the  more  numerous  the 
laws."  (Cornelius  Tacitus,  Roman  senator  and  historian.  A.D.  C.56-C.115) 
It's  our  sacred  duty  to  curb  this  illegal  abuse  of  our  Constitution.  We 
must  make  the  government  again  responsible  to  WE  THE  PEOPLE. 

End  of  forwarded  Message 


(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 

\ ~ o / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 

(A  A)  (Remember  Wounded  Knee) 
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Help  recall  the  Medals  of  disHonor 
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"RE : Free  Bear  Lincoln"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Apr  1997  20:17:58  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Christina  Meckel  <lonewolf(3pacific . net> 

Sub j : Free  Bear  Lincoln 

UUCP  email 

CASE  SUMMARY:  On  April  14,  1995,  three  homicides  occurred  in  the  rural 
Mendocino  County  area  of  Covelo  and  the  adjacent  Round  Valley  Indian 
Reservation.  On  that  afternoon,  an  Indian  man.  Gene  Britten,  was  fatally 
shot  by  Arylis  Peters,  another  Indian  resident  of  Round  Valley.  Mendocino 
County  sheriffs  responded.  At  app.  9:30pm  deputies  Davis  and  Miller  took 
up  a position  with  vehicles  on  a fire  road  near  the  Lincoln  family 
residence.  Leonard  Acorn  Peters,  the  brother  of  Arylis  Peters,  was  shot 
dead  by  two  deputies.  In  the  exchange  of  gun  fire  witch  ensued,  deputy 
Davis  was  shot  and  killed. 

In  a statement  made  with  in  hours  of  the  shooting,  deputy  Miller 
stated  that  he  saw  only  one  person  (Acorn)  approach  the  deputies'  position. 


Miller  said  Acorn  aimed  and  fired  a rifle  at  the  deputies  and  that  he  was 
killed  by  return  fire.  Shortly  after  Miller  made  his  statement, 
investigators  at  the  scene  determined  that  Acorn's  rifle  had  never  been 
fired.  In  a transparent  attempt  to  cover  his  own  tracks.  Miller  issued  a 
second  statement  three  days  later  in  which  he  stated  that  he  saw  two 
individuals  approach  the  deputies  position.  This  second  statement  gave  the 
prosecution  a way  to  assert  that  Bear  Lincoln  had  initiated  the  gunfire 
and  to  cover  up  their  ambush  of  an  innocent  Indian  man.  Where  upon  law 
enforcement  began  a reign  of  terror  targeting  Indian  reservations  and 
rancherias  throughout  Mendocino  County  looking  for  Bear  Lincoln. 

Historical  Context:  The  first  white  people  to  enter  Round  Valley 
killed  app.  40  Indian  people  the  day  they  arrived.  In  a way  that  set  the 
tone.  I believe  in  my  heart  that  what  we  are  dealing  with  in  Bear's  case 
has  it's  roots  firmly  in  the  past.  We  need  to  confront  the  issue  of  how 
the  white  community  deals  with  the  Round  Valley  Indian  People  and  other 
Native  American  communities  in  this  area.  We  can't  heal  the  past  unless  we 
address  the  present.  -Phil  Delong,  attorney  for  Bear  Lincoln. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO:  lury  Selection  is  currently  scheduled  to  begin 
April  15.  It  is  important  to  demonstrate  that  the  entire  community  is 
aware  of  Bear's  case  and  concerned  to  see  that  he  receives  a fair  trial. 
Your  attendance  in  court  shows  this  support  and  concern.  Be  sure  you  are 
on  tour  mailing  list  and  telephone  tree  so  we  can  keep  you  updated  on 
activities  and  court  dates. 

Lincoln/Peters  Defence  Alliance 
c/c  Mendocino  Environmental  Center 
106  West  Standley 
Ukiah,  CA  95482 
707-468-1660 

I typed  this  really  fast,  there  will  be  more  soon,  hope  it  is  readable! 

Christina  Meckel 

Lonewolf 

lonewolf@pacif ic . net 
CLMeckel@hotmail . com 

- "RE:  5th  Most  Endangered  River"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Apr  1997  10:12:51  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Alice  McCombs  <amccombs@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Wolf  River  5th  Most  Endangered  River 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
April  16,  1997 

Wolf  River  Named  One  of  Most  Endangered  Rivers  in  North  America 
National  group's  report  says  proposed  Exxon  Mine  is  dangerous  threat  to 
the  river 

(Keshena,  WI)  The  Wolf  River  today  was  named  the  5th  Most  Endangered 
River  in  North  America  by  American  Rivers,  the  nation's  leading  river 
conservation  organization.  Conservation,  environmental  and  tribal 
leaders  hope  this  national  warning  will  prompt  the  Wisconsin  Assembly 
to  vote  on  a bill  that  would  protect  the  Wolf  from  unproven  mining 
practices.  The  legislation,  known  as  the  Mining  Moratorium  Bill, 
passed  the  Wisconsin  State  Senate  with  overwhelming  support  earlier 
this  year. 

The  list  of  the  10  Most  Endangered  Rivers,  published  annually  by 
American  Rivers,  highlights  rivers  that  face  the  continent's  worst 
environmental  abuse.  The  Wolf,  a National  Wild  and  Scenic  River  and 
state-designated  Outstanding  Resource  Water,  is  endangered  because  of  a 
proposed  metallic  sulfide  mine  in  its  headwaters  area  in  Wisconsin's 
Northwoods . 

"This  listing  brings  more  national  attention  to  the  plight  of  the  Wolf 
River,  Wisconsin's  most  threatened  natural  resource,"  said  Sara 
lohnson,  Executive  Director  of  the  River  Alliance  of  Wisconsin,  a 
state-wide,  non-profit  river  conservation  organization.  "The  experts  at 


American  Rivers  have  seen  the  devastating  effects  of  sulfide  mining  in 
places  like  Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  elsewhere  and  are  sounding  this 
alarm  to  urge  the  Wisconsin  State  Assembly  to  prevent  a similar 
disaster  from  destroying  the  Wolf  River. 

Texas-based  Exxon  Coal  and  Minerals  and  Canadian-based  Rio  Algom,  both 
multi-national  corporations  with  notorious  polluting  records,  have 
proposed  to  mine  a zinc  and  copper  sulfide  deposit  near  Crandon.  Mine 
waste  from  the  project  would  cover  an  area  the  size  of  350  football 
fields  and  would  stand  90  feet  high,  making  the  waste  heap  the  largest 
toxic  waste  dump  in  Wisconsin  history.  Sulfuric  acid  and  heavy  metal 
drainage  from  the  waste  dump  would  threaten  the  Wolf  River,  as  well  as 
other  natural  resources,  the  tourism  economy  and  tribal  cultures 
associated  with  the  river. 

The  Mining  Moratorium  Bill  (AB  70,  sponsored  by  Rep.  Spencer  Black) 
requires  the  state  Department  of  Natural  Resources  to  refrain  from 
issuing  permits  to  metallic  sulfide  mines  until  companies  can  point  to 
a similar  project  that  has  operated  for  10  years  and  been  closed  for  10 
years  without  polluting  ground  or  surface  waters.  Such  an  example  has 
yet  to  be  found.  The  State  Senate  recently  passed  the  bill  29  to  3. 

"Not  one  mine  similar  to  that  proposed  by  Exxon  has  ever  operated  and 
been  reclaimed  without  polluting  ground  or  surface  water,"  said 
Johnson.  "That's  like  someone  wrecking  a car  every  single  time  they 
drive,  and  now  they  want  the  keys  to  your  car,"  said  Johnson.  "Exxon's 
asking  to  take  a test  drive  by  mining  near  the  Wolf  with  unproven 
technology.  But  sulfide  mining  has  wrecked  too  many  rivers  and  Exxon 
has  wrecked  too  many  cars  --  the  citizens  are  unwilling  to  turn  over 
the  keys." 

The  report  notes  that  the  Wolf  is  one  of  the  most  pristine  rivers  in 
the  country,  and  a primary  destination  for  Midwestern  river-based 
recreation.  By  harming  the  Wolf  River,  the  mine  threatens  to  depress 
the  important  tourism  and  recreation-based  economy  of  the  area,  as  well 
as  harm  tribal  cultures. 

"Tens  of  thousands  of  people  spend  millions  of  dollars  each  year 
enjoying  a unique  outdoor  experience  on  the  upper  Wolf  River,  one  of 
the  midwest's  few  remaining  large,  free-flowing,  Whitewater,  trout 
rivers.  It  attracts  and  supports  the  local  tourism  industry,"  said  Herb 
Buettner,  owner  of  the  Wild  Wolf  Inn,  a business  that  depends  on  the 
pristine  Wolf  River.  "The  citizens  insist  that  the  state  must  fulfill 
its  trust  responsibilities  for  the  Wolf  River.  The  Wolf  River  has  done 
much  for  my  life  and  I feel  obligated  to  protect  it  for  future  generations 

"Exxon's  Wolf  River  mine  would  poison  our  water,  kill  our  fish,  destroy 
our  forests  and  ruin  our  tourist  industry,"  said  Apesanahkwat,  Chairman 
of  the  Menominee  Nation,  "It  would  desecrate  and  destroy  our  cultural 
properties  and  our  burial  sites.  We  can  stop  this  insanity.  We  can  pass 
a common-sense  law  that  makes  Exxon  prove  they  can  mine  responsibly. 
Listening  to  their  lies  and  false  promises  is  over.  We  will  not  be 
Exxon's  experiment  for  unproven  mine  technology.  We  will  deal  with 
sulfide  mining  companies  with  an  Iron  fist." 

This  national  listing  is  the  latest  in  a groundswell  of  opposition  to 
this  mine.  Never  before  have  so  many  people  come  forward  to  protect  a 
natural  Wisconsin  treasure: 

* More  then  35,000  people  across  this  country  have  sent  letters  to  the 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers  asking  them  to  stop  the  Exxon  mine. 

* Thousands  of  people  across  our  state  have  attended  dozens  of  hearings 
and  rallies  to  voice  their  concern. 

* Sixty-seven  community,  environmental  and  conservation  organizations 
representing  hundreds  of  thousands  of  citizens  in  Wisconsin  - the 
largest  alliance  of  groups  ever  formed  in  this  state  to  protect  a water 
resource  - have  joined  together  to  fight  this  mine. 

* And  last  month,  the  Wisconsin  State  Senate  in  a nearly  unanimous 
vote  of  29-3,  passed  the  common-sense  Mining  Moratorium  Bill. 

The  Mining  Moratorium  Bill  is  now  in  the  Environment  Committee  of  the 
Assembly.  Despite  tremendous  public  and  legislative  support,  the 
committee  has  yet  to  schedule  public  hearings  or  a vote.  "This 
designation  today  of  the  Wolf  as  a nationally  endangered  waterway  sends 


a message  loud  and  clear  down  river  to  the  members  of  the  Wisconsin 
State  Assembly  in  Madison  --  Pass  the  Mining  Moratorium  Bill!  Anything 
short  of  a vote  makes  a mockery  of  our  representative  form  of 
government/'  Johnson  concluded. 

The  River  Alliance  held  press  conferences  on  April  16  at  four 
locations:  Keshena,  Madison,  Milwaukee  & Eau  Claire.  For  more 
information  visit  the  River  Alliance  Web  page  at  http: //www. igc .org/wisrivers . 


A Proclamation 

Protect  the  Wolf  River  Day,  the  16th  Day  of  April 
Mahwaew  Sepew  Day 

WHEREAS,  for  untold  centuries  the  Menominee  People  have  preserved  this 
land  for  future  generations  and  our  history  dates  back  for  at  least 
8000  years.  We  are  the  oldest  indigenous  peoples  of  Northeastern 
Wisconsin.  The  Treaty  Era  of  the  1800s,  as  the  Menominee  Nation  entered 
into  Treaties  with  the  United  States  Government  the  Menominee  saw  their 
original  9 1/2  million  acres  of  land  reduced  by  98%  to  234,000  acres 
with  the  last  treaty  signed  in  1856.  Ironically  the  treaty  signed  in 
1848,  the  same  year  Wisconsin  became  a state,  the  U.S.  Government 
attempted  to  take  all  of  the  Menominee  land;  and 

WHEREAS,  what  flows  through  the  center  of  the  Menominee  Reservation,  is 
the  Wolf  River,  the  lifeblood  of  the  Menominee  people.  The  Wolf  River 
was  designated:  a Wild  and  Scenic  River  in  1968;  designated  an 
Outstanding  Resource  Water  by  the  Wisconsin  Department  of  Natural 
Resources;  and  designated  by  American  Rivers  as  one  of  the  nation's 
twenty  most  threatened  rivers  in  1995;  and 

WHEREAS,  Exxon's  Wolf  River  mine  would  destroy  the  Menominee  People's 
air,  water,  fish,  wildlife,  forests, and  tourism  industry  and  would 
desecrate  and  destroy  traditional  cultural  properties  and  burial  sites;  and 

WHEREAS,  our  elders  have  always  taught  us  that  we  must  protect  our  land 
from  the  beast  of  greed  and  exploitation  and,  when  necessary,  deal  with 
the  forces  of  evil  with  an  Iron  Fist;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  Menominee  Tribal  Legislature  hereby  authorizes  the 
Chairman  of  the  Menominee  Indian  Tribe  of  Wisconsin  to  issue  a special 
proclamation  in  honor  of  this  national,  state,  and  tribally  recognized 
natural  resource,  and  also  to  remind  the  Menominee  People  that,  as 
stewards  of  the  land  and  its  natural  resources,  we  have  a sacred 
obligation  to  protect  the  Wolf  River  from  the  harmful  effects  of  pollution; 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  I,  APESANAHKWAT,  Chairman  of  the  Menominee  Indian  Tribe 
of  Wisconsin,  do  hereby  proclaim  the  sixteenth  day  of  April  as  "Mahwaew 
Sepew  Day,"  or  "Protect  the  Wolf  River  Day,"  and  encourage  all 
residents  of  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation  to  observe  this  day 
through  appropriate  public  ceremonies  and  private  prayers.  I would  also 
like  to  call  on  churches,  schools,  businesses,  and  local  media  to 
support  observance  of  this  special  day  with  suitable  commemorative 
expressions  and  prayer. 

In  Testimony  Whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  Great 
Seal  of  the  Menominee  Nation  to  be  affixed.  Done  at  the  Village  of 
Keshena,  on  the  Menominee  Indian  Reservation,  this  7th  day  of  April,  in 
the  Year  of  Our  Lord,  One  Thousand  Nine  Hundred  and  Ninety-Seven. 

Apesanahkwat,  Chairman 
Menominee  Nation 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  only  way  to  mine  metallic  sulfides  safely  in  Wisconsin 
....Is  not  to  mine  them  at  all! 

Menominee  Nation  Treaty  Rights  & Mining  Impacts  Office 
P.0.  Box  910 
Keshena,  WI  54135 


Ph:  715-799-5620  / FAX:  715-799-5692 
Email:  mccombs@mail.wiscnet.net 
http://www.menominee.com/nomining 

- "RE:  Navajo  Grazing  Allocations"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Apr  1997  10:50:09  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  George  Doe  <rezman@infomagic . com> 

Sub j : Navajo/Flopi  News  Release 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

NAVADO  NATION  NEWS  RELEASE 

CONTACT:  Annette  Brown  (520)  871-7919,  Navajo  Nation  Press  Officer 

George  Doe,  Navajo-Flopi  Land  Commission  Office 
HALE:  NO  MORE  LIVESTOCK  IMPOUNDMENTS 
WINDOW  ROCK,  Ariz. /April  8,  1997/  A major  source  of  conflict  on 
Hopi  Partitioned  Lands  may  soon  end.  Navajo  President  Albert  Hale  has 
asked  the  BIA  to  halt  all  livestock  impoundments  on  Hopi  Partitioned 
Lands  until  grazing  allocations  can  be  worked-out  with  Accommodation 
Agreement  signers. 

In  an  April  4 letter  to  Robert  Caroline,  Hopi  Agency,  BIA 
Superintendent,  Hale  told  the  BIA  to  "immediately  cease  all  livestock 
impoundment  activity  on  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands.  We  are  at  a critical 
stage  [in  the]  implementation  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement,"  he  wrote. 

"Most  of  the  Navajo  HPL  residents  have  signed  the  Accommodation 
Agreement  with  the  Hopi  Tribe.  Under  the  Agreement,  the  Navajo  families 
and  the  Navajo  Nation  must  develop  a plan  for  the  allocation  of  2800 
sheep  units  among  the  Navajo  families  on  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands." 

Hale  said  the  grazing  allocations  would  take  time  to  complete,  as  the 
number  of  HPL  Navajo  families  who  signed  the  agreement  have  not  yet  been 
finalized.  He  said  that  in  the  meantime,  the  BIA  did  not  need  to 
exacerbate  or  create  a situation  by  impounding  livestock  on  HPL. 

Hale  said,  "Pending  the  completion  of  this  effort  (grazing 
allocations),  it  is  important  that  federal  offices  such  as  yours  help 
the  two  Nations  and  their  people  by  not  creating  any  adversarial  or 
confrontational  situations." 

This  action  comes  a week  after  a deadline  has  passed  to  sign  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  with  the  Hopi  Tribe.  Hale  believes  that 
Caroline  will  approve  of  the  request  because  it  would  defuse  any 
problems  that  may  arise  as  a result  of  livestock  impoundments.  Livestock 
impoundments  have  always  been  a source  of  friction  on  HPL. 

In  the  past,  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission  Office  provided 
assistance  for  Navajo  families  to  reclaim  their  livestock  from  the  BIA 
livestock  impoundment  yard.  But  this  program  ended  last  year,  "due  to 
the  lack  of  funds,"  said  Colbert  Dayzie,  executive  director  of  the 
Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission. 

The  Accommodation  Agreement  requires  the  Nation  to  allocate  the  2800 
sheep  units  among  the  families.  When  that  is  completed  the  Hopi  Tribe 
will  issue  an  annual  grazing  permit  to  each  allocatee  by  December  1 of 
each  year  which  the  Hopi  Tribe  says  will  become  effective  the  following 
month  on  Danuary  1. 

"RE:  Leo  Yellowhair  Story"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Apr  1997  18:57:33  -0700 
From:  Navajo  Nation  <rezman@infomagic . com> 

Sub j : Navajo/Hopi:  News  Story 

UUCP  email 

The  following  news  story  was  published  on  April  9,  1997  in  the  Gallup 
Independent.  The  story  can  be  found  at  the  Gallup  Independent  site. 

By  Aaron  Osterby 
THE  GALLUP  INDEPENDENT 


April  9,  1997  page  1 
Dine'  Bureau 

HOPI  PARTITIONED  LAND  _ Leo  Yellowhair  lives  with  his  mother  and  brother 
in  a traditional  hogan  overlooking  Coalmine  Canyon. 

Including  the  hogan,  there  are  three  dugout  structures  set  in  the  side  of 
the  steep  drop-off  into  the  canyon  and  a storage  shed  thatched  with  sticks 
and  blankets. 

"The  traditional  ways  are  still  in  my  spirit  today.  I never  really  got 
used  to  the  white  man's  ways,"  says  Yellowhair,  who  is  looking  forward  to 
building  a new  house  this  Summer. 

The  simple  act  of  putting  up  another  building  was  against  the  law  until 
he  signed  a lease  offered  by  the  Hopi  Tribe.  The  lease  says  Yellowhair  can 
remain  on  the  land  that  Congress  gave  to  the  Hopi  Tribe  in  1974  for  75 
years,  or  until  he  breaks  Hopi  laws  three  times. 

"If  I had  the  lumber  and  supplies,  I could  start  working,"  said 
Yellowhair,  who  plans  to  put  up  two  new  buildings  on  a flat  area  near  the 
dirt  road  that  leads  to  Highway  264.  The  BIA  pays  for  most  of  his  building 
materials  and  the  Navajo  Nation  picks  up  the  rest. 

The  lease  Yellowhair  signed  has  been  controversial  among  Navajo 
residents  of  Hopi-Partitioned  Land,  but  Yellowhair  saw  it  as  the  best 
chance  he  had  to  stay  on  the  land  where  he  was  raised.  He  signed  Dec.  4, 
soon  after  the  deal  was  first  offered.  The  last  chance  for  eligible 
Navajos  to  sign  was  March  31. 

"That  was  the  only  choice  I could  make,"  Yellowhair  said.  "I  love  my 
land.  If  I move  I might  get  homesick  or  something.  I might  get  lonely 
every  day." 

The  important  thing  is  to  be  willing  to  work  with  the  Hopi  Tribe,  says 
Yellowhair,  who  has  a black  and  white  photo  of  when  he  signed  the  lease 
deal.  It  shows  him  signing  the  document  with  Hopi  Chairman  Ferrell 
Secakuku  and  his  staff  watching. 

"If  I can  work  with  them,  everything  should  be  alright,"  he  said. 

A major  part  of  the  reason  he  signed  was  to  get  a grazing  permit, 
Yellowhair  said.  Right  now,  he  grazes  15  sheep,  which  he  says  is  only 
enough  for  one  person. 

The  sheep  are  not  on  a grazing  permit,  but  because  he  signed  the  lease 
agreement  he  expects  that  the  BIA  and  Hopi  Tribe  will  leave  his  animals 
alone.  Yellowhair  will  have  to  wait  until  the  Navajo  Nation  divides  up  the 
2,800  sheep  units  among  all  the  Navajos  who  signed  leases  before  he'll  get 
his  permit. 

"I  don't  think  they  can  bother  me,"  said  Yellowhair.  "That's  what  they 
told  me." 

Navajo  President  Albert  Hale  has  said  the  grazing  allocations  will  take 
a while  to  complete.  Work  has  not  yet  begun  as  the  official  number  of 
people  who  signed  the  so-called  "Accommodation  Agreement"  is  not  yet  known. 

"The  BIA  does  not  need  to  exacerbate  or  create  a situation  by  impounding 
livestock  on  HPL,"  Hale  said.  "It  is  important  that  federal  offices  . . . 
help  the  two  nations  and  their  people  by  not  creating  any  adversarial  or 
confrontational  situations." 

Yellowhair  figures  about  half  of  the  Navajo  residents  of  HPL  did  not 
sign  the  lease  deal  offered  by  the  Hopis. 

"That's  their  choice.  That's  their  problem,"  Yellowhair  said.  "I'm  not 
worried  about  that.  I want  to  work  with  the  Hopi  Tribe." 

"RE : Truth  Of  My  People?"  

Date:  Fri,  11  Apr  1997  14:12:33  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Truth  Of  My  People? 

UUCP  email 


TRUTH  OF  MY  PEOPLE? 

I have  walked  through  the  doors  of  time  and  it  is  here  that  I 
see  a people  wandering  in  search  of  life. 

Within  the  ceremonies  of  our  elder's  is  a truth  given  to  many. 


but  only  a few  stay  for  the  truth  is  hard. 

Voices  cried  out  across  a land  for  justice  but  a blood  flowed 
from  empty  hearts  and  a people  vanished,  watching  as  their 
own  gave  way  to  a life  of  lies. 

In  the  smoke  of  the  ceremony  I see  my  people  with  tears  flowing 
like  a mad  river,  faces  covered  with  ashes  of  protection,  knowing 
that  their  descendants  have  followed  paths  filled  with  mockery. 

Drums  sound  in  the  distant  and  the  songs  of  life  and  death  cross 
over  a land  forgotten  by  a people  whose  hearts  have  become  filled 
with  greed  as  they  laugh  at  their  ancestor's  who  stood  in  the  valleys 
of  blood  murdered  so  their  children  could  live. 

As  descendants  of  a life,  my  people  learn  of  values  that  come  from 
lies  and  they  sell  what  does  not  belong  to  them  and  they  give  away 
the  sacred  ceremonies  because  a people  tell  them,  it  is  alright  to 
do  these  things  for  it  is  written  in  the  book. 

Tomorrow  I will  walk  through  the  smoke  of  life  and  know  that  as  I 
see  my  ancestor's  who  have  gone  before  me,  that  I shall  know  of  my 
people  who  live  before  me  who  have  forgotten  the  truth  of  life, 
which  can  not  be  found  in  any  book. 

Hearts  of  life,  flowing  tears  of  blood,  a people  so  old,  so 
forgotten,  and  the  wind  blows  away  the  evidence  of  a past. 

Live  for  today,  yesterday  is  gone,  say  the  shadows  of  time  and 
a people  sell  the  burial  grounds  of  their  own,  making  way  for 
another  life  called  progress  and  the  final  chapter  seems  to  be 
almost  a reality. 

The  ceremonies  of  life  belong  to  my  people  who  have  gone  before 
me,  for  they  were  the  teacher's  of  life  and  death  and  the  medicine 
of  yesterday  came  from  the  hearts  of  only  my  ancestor's. 

In  our  own  small  way  we  profess  to  be  of  the  blood  but  in  our  hearts 
we  live  for  tomorrows  great  richness  and  lie  to  a people  with  a 
smiling  face,  saying  we  are  Indian  and  continue  to  help  only  ourself 
gain  a foot  in  a door  where  our  ancestor's  protested  a people  who 
took  all  that  they  could  and  left  my  people  with  a heart  heavy  of 
knowing  that  their  descendants  would  never  be. 

I reach  into  my  heart,  soul  and  mind,  and  in  the  smoke  of  life,  I 
see  my  ancestor's  with  truth,  for  they  gave  of  their  life  so  that 
I may  live,  so  that  my  children  will  live  as  the  blood  of  my  people. 

Slowly,  ever  so  slowly,  I speak  to  the  shadows  of  times  gone  by  and 
I hear  them  speak,  "live  as  your  people  once  lived  within  the  sacred 
ceremonies  of  life  and  there  you  will  always  find  truth." 

Truth  is  life  and  that  truth  comes  from  the  ceremonies  of  my  people, 
this  my  elder's  tell  me  and  they  are  elder's  who  have  not  sold  their 
hearts,  for  they  are  of  life,  they  are  my  people.  They  are. .. .truth. 

By 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey(3sierra . net 
Elko  Indian  Colony 
Elko,  Nevada 

"My  heart  belongs  to  my  people,  for  they  are  my  life." 

"RE : Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  Trial"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Apr  1997  23:24:45  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  trial  and  the  BC  Treaty  Commission 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-: 

April  21,  1997  Bulletin 

TS'PETEN  TRIAL  HEARS  FINAL  SUMMATIONS  THIS  WEEK 
BC  TENSE,  AS  FRAUDULENT  TREATY  PROCESS  CONTINUES 

All  eyes  will  be  on  the  high  security,  "anti-terrorist"  Surrey  courtroom 
#7  this  week,  as  Regina  v Pena  et  al,  the  longest  criminal  trial  in 
Canadian  history,  begins  hearing  final  summations  from  counsel.  BC  Supreme 


Court  Justice  Bruce  Josephson  will  then  "charge"  the  7 woman,  5 man  jury, 
who  will  then  deliberate  to  consider  the  case. The  summations  will  begin 
Thursday . 

Before  the  defence  closed,  Josephson,  citing  the  Delgamuukw  case  and  the 
doctrine  of  "stare  decisis",  dismissed  the  jurisdictional  arguments  of 
Shuswap  elder  Wolverine.  "That  will  be  grounds  for  appeal  on  the  basis  of 
your  fraud  in  not  dealing  with  the  law,"  responded  the  much  respected 
elder.  (Background  on  Delgamuukw  at 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/scchoax. html) 

Tension  is  mounting  as  a verdict  approaches.  The  traditional  sovereign- 
tists and  native  rights  lawyer  Dr. Bruce  Clark  have  urged  the  jury  to 
recommend  referral  of  the  matter  to  an  independent,  impartial  third  party 
tribunal . 

There  is  a strong  sense  that  the  BC  and  Canadian  authorities'  corrupt  and 
fraudulent  defiance  of  the  binding  constitutional  and  international  law 
that  precludes  their  jurisdiction  on  sovereign  unceded  Indian  territory 
must  be  dealt  with  soon.  This  jury  has  heard  from  defendants  and  from 
Clark  that  by  recommending  third  party  adjudication,  they  have  the  power 
"to  stop  this  genocide  now." 

The  termination  and  extinguishment  policies  of  BC's  NDP  government 
continue  to  provoke  protest  and  resistance.  On  Friday,  April  18,  thirty 
members  of  the  Native  Youth  Movement  occupied  the  BC  Treaty  Commission 
Office  (BCTC)  in  Vancouver.  The  Commission,  which  oversees  a bogus 
"treaty"  process,  is  headed  by  Alec  Robertson,  once  senior  partner  of 
Davis  and  co,  one  of  BC's  powerful  corporate  law  firms,  and  director  of 
logging  giant  Daishowa  Canada,  infamous  for  their  violations  of  Lubicon 
territory . 

The  Native  Youth  Movement  is  believed  to  still  be  occupying  the  BCTC,  and 
are  demanding: 

1.  an  unbiased  coherent  independent  review  to  all  current  treaty 
process  issues  pertinent  to  all  native  youth  in  their  territories. 

2.  a budget  breakdown  of  all  allocations  of  funds  where  chief  and 
council  of  BC  are  concerned. 

3.  to  speak  to  the  BCTC  chief  negotiators,  and 

4.  that  all  native  youth  have  equal  representation  on  all  processes 
concerning  native  affairs 

The  BCTC  is  rapidly  losing  what  support  it  had.  Recently,  the  chief  of  the 
Sechelt  Band,  one  of  the  most  moderate  in  BC,  threatened  to  leave  the  BCTC 
process,  calling  government  negotiators  "patronizing"  and  "arrogant".  DIA 
Band  Chief  Gary  Feschuk  said  "We  are  on  a long  and  expensive  road  to 
almost  certain  rejection  and  failure.  So,  for  the  protection  of  my  people, 

I am  calling  a halt." 

Meanwhile,  a "framework  agreement"  has  been  signed  between  the  Westbank 
First  Nation  and  the  governments  of  Canada  and  BC,  the  first  with  an 
Okanagan  Band.  Ronald  Irwin,  outgoing  federal  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs 
and  Northern  Development,  said  "I  take  great  pleasure  in  seeing  this 
framework  agreement  completed." 

However  Westbank  activist  Tom  Lindley  says  those  negotiating  such  deals 
are  ignoring  the  grassroots  that  elect  them.  "They  can  abandon  and  sell 
their  rights  all  they  want,  but  they  do  not  have  the  inherent  or  delegated 
authority  to  get  rid  of  my  rights  or  my  grandchildren ' s rights,"  Lindley 
told  Windspeaker  magazine  (March'  97). 

Lindley  is  not  alone  in  his  opposition  to  the  fraud  and  land  theft  being 
orchestrated  by  the  colonizer  governments  and  their  "special  champions"  in 
the  First  Nations  Summit,  BC's  pre-eminent  collaborationist  organization. 

Not  surprisingly.  Summit  members  were  quick  to  condemn  the  Gustafsen 
traditionalists,  collaborate  with  the  police,  and  have  been  silent  on  the 
outrages  perpetrated  upon  the  native  resistors.  At  a meeting  of  the  First 
Nations  Summit  held  shortly  after  the  month  long  1995  Ts'peten  siege 
ended.  Summit  member  Nathan  Mathews  of  the  Shuswap  Tribal  Council,  told 
the  Vancouver  Sun:  "the  legacy  of  Gustafsen  Lake  is  increasing  questions 
about  the  legitimacy  of  elected  Chiefs." 

The  reaction  of  the  Okanagan  nation  to  the  framework  agreement  signed  by 
the  Westbank  was: 

(1)  That  the  Okanagan  Traditional  Territory  is  indivisable.  No  single 


community  such  as,  Westbank  First  Nation,  has  the  right  to  negotiate  a 
portion  of  Okanagan  Territory; 

(2)  Further  that,  the  Westbank  First  Nation  requires  the  consent  of  the 
remaining  six  (6)  Okanagan  Nation  communities,  as  follows: 

* Okanagan  Indian  Band  * Penticton  Indian  Band  * Osoyoos  Indian  Band  * 

* Upper  Similkameen  Indian  Band  * Lower  Similkameen  Indian  Band  * Upper 
Nicola  Band.  Under  no  circumstances  will  the  Penticton  Indian  Band  allow 
this  fraudulent  process  to  continue. 

A Press  statement  issued  by  the  Penticton  Indian  Band  on  January  28,  1996 
is  also  informative  of  the  state  of  indigenous  issues  in  BC: 

"The  Penticton  Indian  Band  rejects  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs,  Ron  Irwin's 
statement  that  the  Native  unrest  of  1995  and  any  potential  future  Native 
unrest  shall  be  linked  to  the  lack  of  progress  of  the  BC  Treaty 
Commission.  We  find  Irwin's  statement  to  be  totally  ludicrous  and 
completely  without  foundation. 

"The  Adam's  Lake  Band,  the  Upper  Nicola  Band,  the  Penticton  Indian  Band 
and  the  people  who  were  involved  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff  are 
unanimous  in  their  opposition  to  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  process. 

Further,  it  should  be  noted  that  approximately  80  Native  communities 
throughout  the  Province  do  not  support  the  BC  Treaty  process.  Any 
suggestion  that  these  communities  would  become  engaged  in  a "Native 
Uprising"  in  the  event  that  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  doesn't  "fast  track" 
the  settlement  process  is  totally  ridiculous. 

"If  Minister  Irwin's  recent  statement  reflects  his  comprehension  of  these 
critical  matters,  he  should  be  immediately  terminated!!" 

The  TS'ILQOT'IN  National  Government  has  also  expressed  its  opposition  to 
the  fraudulent  BC  Treaty  Process.  In  a release  dated  January  30,1997,  they 
stated : 

"Approximately  80  native  communities  throughout  the  Province  of  BC  do  not 
support  and  are  not  participating  in  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  process. 

"Further,  in  many,  many  cases,  only  fragments  of  Tribal  groups  are 
actively  participating  in  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  process.  Even  if  these 
participants  were  to  achieve  a settlement  agreement,  such  an  agreement 
would  not  be  recognized,  respected  or  honoured  by  the  balance  of  those 
Native  communities  within  that  particular  Tribal  group  who  chose  not  to 
participate  in  the  treaty  process. 

"Therefore  jurisdictional  certainty  and  economic  stability  CANNOT  be 
achieved  within  the  scope  of  the  current  BC  Treaty  process. 

"Finally,  we  reject  minister  of  Indian  Affairs  Ron  Irwin's  recent  public 
statement  that  Native  unrest  will  result  if  the  BC  Treaty  Commission 
process  does  not  proceed  in  a rapid  or  expeditious  manner.  Quite  the 
contrary.  We  are  convinced  that  Native  unrest  is  more  likely  to  occur  if 
the  treaty  process  is  allowed  to  continue  in  its  present  form." 

It  should  not  be  surprising  then,  to  find  that  increasingly  the 
governments  of  both  Canada  and  BC  are  seeking  to  provoke  the  large 
interior  nations  like  the  Okanagans,  Shuswaps,  and  Tsilhqot'ins  into 
confrontations,  in  an  attempt  to  destroy  this  formidable  opposition  to  the 
grand  larceny  going  on  in  the  Province  of  BC.  One  potential  trouble  spot 
is  the  continuing  attempts  by  the  Province  of  BC  to  seize  the  rights  to 
the  Green  Mountain  road,  which  passes  through  the  Penticton  Indian  Band's 
reserve.  Roadblocks  have  occurred  in  the  past,  and  the  Province  has 
threatened  expropriation.  Again  some  of  the  correspondence  on  this  issue 
reveals  the  dangerous  game  BC's  NDP  government  is  playing. 

On  September  26,  1995,  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government  Deputy  National 
Chief  Ray  Fiance  wrote  to  Irwin,  reminding  him  of  "the  duty  of  the  federal 
government  to  protect  indigenous  communities  and  nations  from  policies  of 
the  provincial  government  and  to  defend  our  lands  from  invasion  by  that 
government,"  and  urging  him  to  "discharge  this  duty  without  delay  so  the 
major  confrontation  being  designed  by  the  province  is  avoided." 

Fiance  enclosed  the  following  letter  to  BC  Premier  Glen  Clark: 

"Premier  Clark, 

"The  government  and  people  of  the  Penticton  Indian  Band  have  informed  us 
that  it  is  their  view  that  the  provincial  government  is  deliberately 
provoking  a confrontation  over  the  Green  Mountain  Road  so  that  you  can 


assent  your  pretended  jurisdiction  over  the  road  by  force.  They  have  asked 
us  for  our  moral  support  now  and  our  physical  support  in  the  event  that 
you  are  successful  in  staging  a confrontation. 

"I  am  writing  now  to  inform  you  that  our  support  for  the  Penticton  Indian 
Band,  as  for  the  Okanagan  Nation,  is  and  will  continue  to  be  both 
substantial  and  unconditional.  Not  only  do  we  have  a long  history  of 
commitment  to  mutual  support,  but  these  commitments  have  been  renewed 
recently.  We  are,  then,  obliged  to  support  the  Okanagan  people  and  their 
governments:  we  have  no  choice  in  the  matter.  I can  assure  you  that  such 
support  as  we  are  called  upon  to  give  will  be  given  with  the  vigour  and 
determination  that  are  characteristic  of  the  Tsilhqot'in.  Nor  do  I have 
any  doubt  that  other  communities  and  nations  will  also  rally  in  support. 

"The  government  of  the  Penticton  people  wants  to  negotiate.  They  have  made 
that  clear  to  you.  As  negotiation  is  always  preferable  to  confrontation, 
we  advise  you  to  follow  their  example. 

"We  want  you  to  understand  that  Penticton  is  one  of  the  many  communities 
and  nations  who  object  so  strongly  to  the  fraudulence  of  the  so-called 
British  Columbia  "Treaty"  Commission  that  they  refuse  to  participate  in 
it,  preferring  to  wait  until  the  proper  procedure  is  followed  for  the 
making  of  genuine  treaties  with  the  Crown,  a long  wait  though  it  is 
proving  to  be. 

"In  the  meantime,  Penticton,  and  most  of  the  rest  of  us  who  so  object, 
have  no  forum  for  the  discussion  of  our  concerns  and  grievances,  no  means 
of  resolving  those  issues  that  need  to  be  addressed  before  that  proper 
procedure  is  in  place. 

"In  the  absence  of  any  treaty  between  the  Okanagan  Nation  and  the  Crown, 
International,  Indigenous  and  Canadian  constitutional  law  all  recognize 
the  traditional  territories  of  the  Okanagan  as  being  under  the  valid 
jurisdiction  and  authority  only  of  Okanagan  governments.  Your  government 
needs  to  recognize  that  the  Penticton  government  intends  to  negotiate  from 
the  position  that  they  own  the  Green  Mountain  Road,  as  they  own  the  rest 
of  their  traditional  territory.  Your  government  would  do  well  to  accept 
the  legitimacy  of  their  position  and  prepare  to  make  interim  arrangements 
with  them  that  will  be  confirmed  by  treaty  with  the  Crown  in  right  of 
Canada . 

"No  purpose  will  be  served  by  your  government  attempting  to  deny  the  truth 
of  the  history  of  this  province.  The  interests  of  all  concerned  can  only 
be  served  by  accepting  honestly  the  simple  fact  that  the  governments  of  BC 
have,  ever  since  the  retirement  of  Governor  lames  Douglas  in  1864, 
attempted  to  steal  all  the  lands  and  natural  resources  of  the  nations 
indigenous  to  this  part  of  the  world,  including  our  roads,  and  have 
attempted  to  gloss  over  that  massive  theft  by  promoting  the  propaganda  of 
the  big  lie.  Such  theft  can  never  be  concealed  for  ever.  Indeed,  the 
secret  has  already  been  exposed  and  knowledge  of  the  shameful  history  of 
BC  is  already  being  disseminated  (but  with  public  servants  and  media  types 
still  woefully  ill-informed). 

"We  recommend  to  you  very  strongly  that  you,  personally,  read,  learn  and 
understand  the  unhappy  history  of  the  province.  We  recommend  to  you  very 
strongly  that  you  require  your  ministers  and  your  caucus  to  do  the  same. 

We  recommend  that  you  collectively  do  your  best  to  educate  the  other 
members  of  the  legislative  assembly  in  these  matters  and  that  your 
government  require  all  school  districts  to  provide  instruction  in  such  a 
way  that  the  general  population  of  the  province  has  its  deliberately 
cultivated  ignorance  of  their  own  history  reversed.  We  recommend  that  you 
consult  with  the  indigenous  nations  every  step  of  the  way,  so  that  you  get 
the  story  right.  The  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government  is  willing  to  assist 
the  province  in  such  an  endeavor  and  to  provide  further  information  to  you 
in  explanation  of  what  has  been  said  in  this  letter. 

"Your  wisest  course  of  action  is  to  listen  to  what  the  indigenous 
government  at  Penticton  is  saying  to  you  and  to  respond  appropriately  by 
establishing  formal  government-to-government  relations  with  them  and 
systematically  addressing  all  the  issues  of  concern  to  them.  I repeat 
that,  like  the  people  of  Penticton,  the  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government 
urges  you  to  negotiate,  not  to  confront.  But  I must  also  warn  you  that  if 
you  choose  to  ignore  that  advice  and  to  provoke  confrontation,  you  will 


achieve  confrontation  on  a scale  that  will  shock  you. 

"Finally,  I want  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  writing  to  the  federal 
government  and  to  opposition  Members  of  Parliament  to  alert  them  to  the 
seriousness  of  the  situation  that  has  developed  and  to  urge  on  them  the 
wisdom  of  negotiation. 

Sincerely  Ray  Hance 

Deputy  National  Chief 

cc:  Minister  of  Aboriginal  Affairs 

Minister  of  Transportation  and  Highways 
Minister  of  Forests 

Minister  of  Environment,  Lands,  and  Parks 

Minister  of  Tourism,  Small  Business,  Tourism,  and  Culture 

Others  Interested" 

If  the  governments  continue  to  provoke  and  incite  confrontation,  if 
murderous  adventures  like  Gustafsen  Lake  continue  to  be  orchestrated  for 
political  purposes,  the  attention  and  intervention  of  people  of  good  will 
from  around  the  world  will  be  required. 

No  matter  what  the  verdict  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  jury,  and  despite  the 
seamlessly  perfected  system  of  colonization  known  as  BC  and  Canada,  the 
indigenous  peoples  will  continue  to  be  the  sovereign.  Increasingly,  their 
resistance  to  corporate  colonialism  in  defence  of  their  rights  to 
sovereignty  and  self  determination  is  finding  allies  and  supporters  among 
the  growing  underclass  within  the  settler  regime  itself,  who  perceive  a 
common  enemy,  reject  the  colonialist  genocide,  and  are  determined  to 
replace  racist  oppression  with  honour: 

H ealing 
0 ur 
N ations 
0 f 

U nited 
R esistance! 

-CONTACTS 

More  information  on  the  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  trial  at: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
Native  Youth  Movement:  Cell  phone  (604)  805-8452 
Wolverine  "William  Jones  Ignace" 

Political  Prisoner 
Surrey  Pre-Trial  Centre 
14323  57th  Ave. 

Surrey,  BC  V3X  1B1  Canada 
Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign 

Spokespeople:  Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
Canada's  Prime  Minister  Jean  Chretien 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211 
Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email : remote -printer . Jean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd  .tpc . int 
email : pm@pm . gc . ca 

WWW  comments : http://pm.gc . ca/prime_minister/contact_pm/index. html-ssii 
Canada's  Indian  Affairs  Minister  Ron  Irwin 
Phone:  1-800-263-5592 
Fax:  (819)  953-4941 

Faxing  by  email: : remote-printer . Ron_Irwin@18199534941. iddd .tpc . in 
Select  Standing  Committee  on  Aboriginal  Affairs 
taking  submissions  on  the  BC  Treaty  Commission 
email:  ClerkComm@lass . gov. be . ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink . org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 


For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 


"RE ; Hobb's  Island"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Apr  1997  22:56:38 
From:  Dale  <dale@Traveller.COM> 

Sub j : Hobb's  Island 

UUCP  email 
Ho, 

I am  writing  this  letter  to  inform  as  many  people  as  I can  about  a 
situation  here  in  Huntsville,  AL.  There  is  an  island  here,  Hobb's  Island, 
which  is  a burial  ground  for  Native  people.  I think  the  people  buried 
there  are  Chickasaw  and  Cherokee,  but  I am  not  for  sure.  There  has  been 
many  different  plans  for  this  place;  the  city  of  Huntsville  had  plans  to 
buy  it,  developers  have  had  plans  to  build  a casino/hotel  there,  but  so  far 
it  has  been  left  somewhat  untouched.  I have  heard  that  an  elderly  woman  in 
Tennesee  owns  the  island.  A friend  of  mine  sometimes  takes  his  boat  over 
and  walks  the  bank  looking  for  arrowheads,  (a  practice  which  I myself  do 
not  condone).  But  he  told  me  that  as  he  was  walking  the  shoreline  recently 
he  found  a few  bones  just  lying  around  on  the  bank.  He  said  he  tried  to 
cover  them  up  with  some  dirt  and  later  got  in  touch  with  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs.  He  said  they  called  him  back  a few  days  later  and  said 
they  went  there  and  had  found  six  skeletons.  He  is  not  sure  what  they  did 
with  them,  but  one  thing  he  told  me  for  sure  is  that  people  are  floating 
around  the  island  when  the  water  is  low  and  have  been  digging  into  the  side 
of  the  island!!!  He  has  seen  evidence  of  this  himself  as  he  goes  there 
quite  often.  He  approached  me  tonight  very  angry  and  asked  if  I knew 
anything  else  that  we  could  do  to  stop  this.  If  anyone  has  any  suggestions 
or  wants  to  help  prevent  any  more  desecration,  please  contact  me.  I am  in 
touch  with  several  people  around  this  area,  but  I want  to  let  everyone  I 
can  think  of  know  about  this.  This  just  makes  me  sick  and  I am  not  going 
to  stand  by  and  just  let  people  ruin  a sacred  place.  Please  forward  this 
letter  to  anyone.  Thank  you  for  reading  this  far. 

Dale  Worley 
205-461-0783 
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"RE;  Mildred  Cleghorn"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Apr  1997  16:12:40  -0500 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (lohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Mildred  Cleghorn  - Obit 

UUCP  email 

Mildred  Cleghorn,  retired  tribal  leader,  and  a living  treasure  to  her 
people,  died  April  15,  1997  in  a traffic  accident  in  Apache,  Oklahoma. 

She  was  born  at  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma  on  Dec.  11th,  1910.  She  was  86  years 
old,  and  served  as  Tribal  chairwoman  of  the  Fort  Sill  Apache  Tribe  until 
her  retirement  in  1995. 

She  was  one  of  the  few  surviving  Prisoners  of  War  of  the  Fort  Sill 
Apaches,  as  they  became  known,  who  weren't  freed  until  1913-1914.  The 
Fort  Sill  Apaches  were  members  of  Geronimo's  band,  who  "surrendered" 

Sept.  5,  1886.  The  U.S.  government  promptly  corralled  394  of  his  people. 


loaded  them  into  railroad  boxcars  and  shipped  them  off  to  Florida  as 
prisoners  of  war.  Mildred's  grandparents  were  shipped  east  from  the  San 
Carlos  Reservation  in  New  Mexico,  even  though  they  stayed  on  the 
Reservation  as  ordered  by  U.S.  authorities. 

"There  was  nothing  we  could  do,"  said  Cleghorn,  who  retired  in  the  fall 
of  1995,  after  18  years  as  tribal  chairwoman.  "We  just  accepted  it  and 
went  on,  but  they  could  never  make  up  for  what  happened  to  us." 

Before  they  were  released,  the  Fort  Sill  Apaches  were  required  to  accept 
160-acre  allotments  with  a house,  a well  and  a year's  rations.  Only  two 
families  received  158  acres,  while  most  received  80  or  less. 

In  a 1996  interview,  Cleghorn  remembered  her  first  moments  of  freedom 
when  her  family  left  Fort  Sill  in  a horse-drawn  wagon.  She  was  3 years  old 
when  her  family  settled  on  a 40-acre  plot  near  Apache,  Oklahoma. 

"The  families  weren't  allowed  to  live  together,"  Cleghorn  said.  "So  they 
scattered  us  all  over.  If  we  wanted  to  go  visit  someone,  it  would  be  an 
all-day  trip.  I guess  they  were  afraid  of  another  uprising." 

In  1996,  only  372  Fort  Sill  Apaches  remained  on  the  tribal  roll  from  a 
tribal  population  that  once  numbered  1,000.  That  year,  fewer  than  115 
members  were  still  in  Oklahoma. 

Also,  in  1996,  Mildred  became  one  of  the  lead  plaintiffs  in  the  class 
action  suit  against  the  mismanagement  of  Indian  money  held  in  trust  by  the 
U.S.  Government.  The  suit  charged  that  the  federal  government  had 
mismanaged  Indian  money  and  destroyed  important  documents.  Filers  of  the 
suit  hoped  to  get  a reliable  accounting  of  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  in  Indian  trust  funds,  which  has  still  not  been  forthcoming. 

The  suit  was  filed  in  federal  court  in  the  District  of  Columbia  by 
tribal  members  who  say  the  Interior  Department  has  lost  track  of  money 
that  it  was  supposed  to  be  investing  and  guarding  for  American  Indians. 
Mildred  Cleghorn,  filed  on  behalf  of  more  than  300,000  Indians  who  have 
trust  fund  accounts  with  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs. 

Last  year,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  Oklahoma  City  Bombing,  Mildred 
helped  to  read  the  168  names  of  the  bombing  victims  in  the  company  of 
Governor  Bill  Anoatubby  of  the  Chickasaw  Nation  and  others  tribal  leaders. 
John  Berry,  Oklahoma 
Quotes  by  AP  & 

The  Daily  Oklahoman 

"RE : Michael  Dorris"  

Date:  Mon,  21  Apr  1997  09:55:28  CST 

From:  "dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu"  <dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Michael  Dorris 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

The  announcement  last  week  of  the  suicide  of  Michael  Dorris  stunned  many 
of  us.  Subscribers  to  this  list  are  undoubtedly  familiar  with  the 
quantity  and  high  quality  of  his  literary  creations.  The  Broken  Cord  has 
done  more  for  creating  public  awareness  of  Fetal  Alcohol  Syndrome  (FAS) 
than  any  other  publication  or  public  health  education  effort.  Yellow  Raft 
on  Blue  Water  and  his  other  adult  and  children's  fiction  were  marked  by 
beauty,  insight,  and  love. 

I met  Michael  only  once  and  found  him  gracious,  charming,  and 
tremendously  sensitive  and  caring.  As  a teacher  he  was  said  to  be 
accepting,  encouraging,  and  thought-provoking  - always  challenging 
students  to  expand  themselves  and  perfect  their  insight,  their  craft. 
Universities  need  more  teachers  like  Dorris,  teachers  who,  in  their 
passioned  acceptance  of  each  person  as  an  individual,  inspire  and 
challenge  us  to  move  outside  ourselves  to  embrace  humanity.  Losses  such 
as  this  impress  upon  us  the  critical  importance  of  loving  and  caring  for 
those  around  us.  We  rarely  feel  so  alone  as  we  do  when  the  greatest  among 
us  are  gone. 

Those  who  are  outside  the  Twin  Cities  area  might  have  missed  Louise 
Erdrich's  letter  in  the  St.  Paul  Pioneer  Press,  which  included  the 
following  comments: 


"Michael  suffered  from  an  exhausted  state  of  mind  due  to  intense 
depression.  As  brilliant  and  surprising  people  sometimes  do,  he 
experienced  painful  lows.  These  occurred  with  increasing  intensity  and 
frequency  during  the  last  year  of  his  life. 

Michael  was  the  kind  of  man  who  would  have  sent  a thank  you  note  to 
every  Minnesotan  who  has  shown  kindness  to  his  children  in  their  loss.  He 
would  have  wanted  me  to  say  that  anyone  who  cares  for  his  work  might  make 
a donation  to  the  Seattle  Foundation,  Fetal  Alcohol  Research/Michael 
Dorris,  425  Pike  Street,  Seattle,  WA." 

In  reflecting  on  Michael  Dorris'  suicide,  I came  across  the  following 
quote  which  I pass  on  for  such  thoughts  as  it  might  provoke  in  others: 

"When  even  despair  ceases  to  serve  any  creative 
purpose,  then  surely  we  are  justified  in  suicide." 

Cyril  Connolly, 

The  Unquiet  Grave. 

I invite  others  to  submit  their  comments  or  reflections  on  Michael 
Dorris  to  this  list.  As  I become  aware  of  other  tributes  or  information, 

I will  post  the  information.  I,  personally,  am  not  interested  in  any 
speculation  regarding  the  reported  investigation  which  has  been 
temporarily,  if  not  permanently  sealed  by  the  courts. 

"RE : Poem:  Abuser!"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Apr  1997  16:07:27  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : *Abuser!* 

UUCP  email 
*Abuser ! * 

Indian 

Young  and  old. 

Men  and  women. 

Boy  and  girls. 

You  drank 
And  took  drugs. 

You  followed 
A way  of  life 
That  turned  on  you. 

Drugs, 

Alcohol  and 
Material  items; 

Things  not  of 
Our  Indian  World; 

Things  that  destroy 
The  heart. 

The  soul. 

The  mind. 

And  our  way  of  life. 

When  you  abuse 
Indian, 

You  lose. 

You  lose  everything; 

Your  parents. 

Your  wife. 

Your  children. 

Your  dignity. 

And  your  pride. 


Indian, 

Whom  ever  you  may  be. 


Drugs  and  alcohol 
Will  carry  you  away 
From  all  that 
You  care  for. 

They  will  be  gone  forever. 

Please ! 

Don't  turn  your  back 
On  the  Indian  World; 

The  Indian  Way  of  Life. 

Don't  die  Indian. 

Don't  die 
For 

Drugs  and  alcohol!!!! 

January  5,  1991 
By 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 
1581  Pinenut  Circle 

Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 


The  Indian,  America's  Prisoner's  of  War. 
"Roll  # 32814" 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  97/04/13  04:15 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  <dfsanders@genie.com> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  April  27-May  3 

APELILA 

(April) 

(Welo) 

27 

Morning  sunlight  flees  --  how  brief  my  contemplation  of  life's  mysteries. 

28 

Be  strong  when  others  are  weak,  and  they  will  support  you  in  your 
time  of  need. 

29 

The  wind  and  the  ocean  sing  a lullaby  at  night. 

30 

Nothing  ever  truly  ends.  In  the  memories  we  preserve  and  in  the  traditions 
we  perpetuate,  there  is  always  something  new  beginning  somewhere. 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

May  was  the  first  month  of  the  Kau  season,  which  ran  from  May  through 
October.  May  was  the  time  when  the  Na  Huihui,  or  Pleiades,  set  at  sunrise. 
The  Pleiades  are  also  known  as  the  Makali'i  stars. 

1 

Be  reborn  in  the  beauty  of  spring. 

2 

The  past  teaches;  the  present  motivates;  the  future  inspires. 

3 

True  peace  lives  within  the  wondering  heart. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 


(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


"RE ; Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  10  April  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Fri,  18  Apr  1997  09:08:16  -0500 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : Adoption  anthology  invitation 

To  all. 

Perhaps  there  are  some  out  there  who  would  like  to  submit  material 
to  this  - the  submission  date  is  flexible  I suspect.  Contact  the 
editor  if  you  wish  to  discuss  submission(s) . Best,  Dohn  Berry 

Forward  Fleader 

Subject:  Adoption  anthology  invitation 
Author:  BENSENR@newton.HARTWICK.EDU  at  SMTP 
Date:  4/18/97  10:02  AM 

Call  for  submissions  to  a proposed  anthology: 

CHILDREN  OF  THE  DRAGONFLY: 

Stories  of  the  Adoption,  Custody  and  Education  of  American  Indian  Children 

The  editor  is  seeking  stories,  autobiographies,  journals  and 
poems  on  the  experience  of  being  removed  from  family  and  tribe 
and  being  raised  in  non-Indian  adoptive  or  foster  homes,  boarding 
schools,  or  other  settings.  Work  is  especially  welcome  from 
those  who  were  raised  in  such  situations  as  children,  as  well  as 
from  birth  parents,  adoptive  and  foster  parents,  and  from  those 
whose  experience  and  convictions  lead  them  to  write  on  the 
subject  in  imaginative  literature. 

Children  of  the  Dragonfly  will  include  first-person  accounts 
from  1870s  Boarding  School  Movement  through  the  passage  of  the 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  of  1978  (ICWA)  and  its  consequences. 

The  custody  and  upbringing  of  children  have  been  among  the  most 
crucial  and  least  documented  sites  of  contention  between  Native 
America  and  the  United  States,  a situation  that  this  anthology  is 
intended  to  remedy  in  part.  History  has  produced  abundant 
manifestos,  reports,  theories  and  programs  for  Indian  children, 
but  the  experience  of  living  with  the  consequences  of  these 
policies  and  programs  has  been  (with  notable  exceptions) 
largely  unrecorded  by  those  whose  lives  were  altered  by  it. 

In  the  Zuni  tale  to  which  the  title  refers,  a boy  makes  a 
toy  insect  from  corn  leaves  to  cheer  his  sister,  after  they  were 
unintentionally  abandoned  by  their  people,  who  had  fled 
the  village  in  panic.  The  toy  comes  alive  as  Dragonfly,  who 
carries  the  children's  story  to  the  spirit  world  for  help.  The 
Corn  Maidens  bless  the  children  with  fresh  stores  of  food  and  a 
field  full  of  corn.  The  people  return  to  find  the  children,  and 
their  way  of  life,  abundantly  restored.  This  anthology  is  meant 
to  honor  the  children  who,  like  those  in  the  tale,  reinvented 
Dragonfly  as  a means  back  to  their  families  and  people. 

Please  address  all  manuscripts  and  inquiries  to  the  editor 
at  the  address  below.  Manuscripts  should  be  double-spaced  on 
standard  sized  paper,  in  letter-quality  print  or  good  photocopy. 

Include  a brief  biography  of  the  author.  A self-addressed 
stamped  envelope  assures  return.  Payment  will  be  on  publication. 

Please  send  work  by  April  1,  1997  to: 

Robert  Bensen,  editor 
Children  of  the  Dragonfly 
Department  of  English  & Theatre  Arts 


Hartwick  College 
Oneonta,  New  York  13820 
(607  )432-4902 

Email:  Bensenr@Hantwick.edu 


Date:  Tue,  22  Apr  1997  10:44:44  -0400 
From:  "Elaine"  <flattery@primeline. com> 
Sub j : Northeastern  Dates 

For  those  among  us  in  the  northeast: 

An  Afternoon  with  Dave  Chief 
Saturday,  April  26,  1997 
1:30pm  to  4:30pm 

Peabody  Museum  of  Natural  History(Yale  U) 

New  Haven,  CT 

(Free  admission  day) 


Master's  Tea  with  Dave  Chief 
Friday,  May  2,  1997 
Time:  TBA 

Ezra  Stiles  College  (Yale) 
New  Haven,  CT 


Blessing  Ceremony  and  Talk 
Saturday,  May  3,  1997 
l-3pm 

New  Pond  Farm  Ed.  Center 
101  Marchent  Rd.  W 
Redding,  CT 


Happy  Earth  Day! 
Elaine. 


Date:  Sat,  19  Apr  1997  13:16:37  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : Sacred  Little  Cedar  Mountain  Defense  Coalition 

Sacred  Little  Cedar  Mountain  Defense  Coalition 
Trail  of  Tears  Walk,  part  2 

TVA  has  announced  its  plans  to  sell  off  Little  Cedar  Mountain  - Dragging 
Canoe's  Lower  Towns  - with  burial  sites.  All  with  good  hearts  are  invited 
to  join  this  coalition  - organizationally  and  individually.  Please  make 
plans  to  join  us. 

Finally  the  whole  country,  which  the  Cherokees  and  their  fathers 

have  so  occupied,  will  be  demanded,  and  the  remnants  of  the  Ani  Yunwiya, 
the  "Real  People",  once  so  great  and  formidable,  will  be  compelled  to 

seek  refuge  in  some  distant  wilderness Should  we  not  therefore  run 

all  risks  and  incur  all  consequences,  rather  than  submit  to  further 
laceration  of  our  country?  Such  treaties  may  be  all  right  for  men  who 
are  too  old  to  hunt  or  fight.  As  for  me  I have  my  young  warriors  about 
me.  We  will  have  our  lands. 

— Tsiyu  Gansini  (Dragging  Canoe),  Cherokee 
We  are  planning  a big  walk  on  Sunday,  Dune  1st,  from  Little  Cedar 
Mountain(LCM)  to  Dasper  Tennessee,  which  is  the  county  seat  of  Marion  County 
Tennessee.  This  is  the  home  of  all  the  developers  with  dollar  signs  in 
their  eyes.  Plans  are  to  start  about  10  AM  with  arrival  to  coincide  with 
the  end  of  most  church  services.  We  are  planning  on  camping  on  LCM  site 
Saturday  night  and  have  a gathering  back  at  LCM  afterwards. 

ALL  TIMES  ARE  CENTRAL  STANDARD  TIME 
Saturday,  31  May  1997 

Camp  2:00  PM  CST  (LCM),  Dragging  Canoe's  Town  of  Running  Water 


Sunday,  1 Dune  1997 

Walk  10AM  from  (LCM),  Dragging  Canoe's  Town  of  Running  Water 


Rally  12:00  noon  Dasper,  Tennessee 

Picnic  & Public  Inf.  Fair  3:00  PM  (LCM),  Dragging  Canoe's  Town  of 
Running  Water 

Invited:  all  interested  people 

Bring  good  walking  shoes,  open  heart,  camping  gear,  food  & utensils. 

This  is  a peaceful,  non-violent  march  to  express  our  common  desire  as  U.S. 
citizens  to  save  these  Native  American  burial  and  cultural  sites  and  federal 
lands  from  commercial  development. 


Date:  Mon,  21  Apr  1997  08:28:02  CST 

From:  "dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu"  <dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu> 

Sub j : Urban  Indian  Education  Working  Symposium  scheduled. 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

U OF  M TO  HOST  American  Indian  Higher  Education  SYMPOSIUM  MAY  7,  8 

The  University  of  Minnesota  and  the  American  Indian  Urban  Higher  Education 
Initiative  will  host  a symposium  entitled  "Focusing  Our  Vision"  Wednesday, 
May  7 and  Thursday,  May  8,  at  the  Earl  Brown  Center  on  the  university's  St. 
Paul  campus. 

The  Initiative  represents  approximately  60  higher  education  professionals 
and  community  members.  Its  members  include  two  tribal  community  colleges 
(Fond  du  Lac  Community  Tribal  College  and  Lac  Courte  Oreilles  Community 
College)  and  the  Native  American  Educational  Services  College  (NAES)  and 
three  "mainstream"  postsecondary  institutions  (Augsburg  College, 

Metropolitan  State  University,  and  university  of  Minnesota)  and  Twin  Cities 
community  agencies  that  offer  a variety  of  educational  programs  and  student 
support  services.  Its  purpose  is  to  provide  a broad  base  of  community 
support  and  an  organized  approach  for  the  development  of  a comprehensive 
strategic  plan  designed  to  address  the  problems  and  needs  of  the  higher 
education  system  that  serves  American  Indians  living  in  the  seven-county 
metropolitan  area.  This  process  will  bring  about  systemic  changes  in  the 
existing  system  so  that  more  Indian  students  can  successfully  attain 
postsecondary  goals,  better  compete  in  the  job  market  and  enjoy  a better 
quality  of  life. "This  symposium  will  serve  as  a 'call  to  action'  forum  to 
begin  the  important  visioning  process  from  which  the  mission  statement  and 
the  major  planning  direction  will  emerge,"  said  project  coordinator 
Margaret  Peake  Raymond.  "The  capability  of  the  Initiative  will  be  augmented 
in  an  important  manner  by  the  knowledge  and  expertise  of  the  American 
Indian  Policy  and  Research  Institute  who  will  conduct  the  first  symposium 
and  another  at  the  end  in  May  1999." 

For  more  information  on  the  symposium  contact  Raymond  or  Gordon  Thayer, 
Executive  Director,  American  Indian  Housing  Corporation  at  (612)  813-1610. 
Press  Contact:  Bob  San 
University  News  Service,  (612)  624-4082 
bsan@mailbox.mail .umn.edu 
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From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 

Sub j : Native  Events 

Date:  15  Apr  1997  16:50:59  -0400 

These  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native 
Events  Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


LENAPE  INDIAN  TRIBE  OF  DELAWARE 
5/11/1997 

State:  DE  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

"A  GATHERING  OF  THE  PEOPLE" 

Native  American  Powwow 
SUNDAY  MAY  11TH  10am  - 5pm 
at  the  DELAWARE  STATE  FAIRGROUNDS 
ROUTE  13  HARRINGTON,  DELAWARE 


all  drums  & dancers  welcome 

RAIN  OR  SHINE  FREE  admission  & parking 

(302)734-5092 

or  398-3898 


Gallup  Intertribal  Ceremonial  Powwow 
8/12/1997 

State:  NM  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Two  days  - Intertribal  Powwow,  Contest,  Arts  and  Crafts,  Indian  food. 
Everyone  is  welcome.  Camping  and  RV  space  available. 

Contact:  Doe  Shunkamolah, 

PO  Box  1,  Church  Rock,  NM  87311  (505)863-3896 


129th  Annual  White  Earth  Pow-Wow 
6/15/1997 

State:  MN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

129th  Annual  White  Earth  Pow-Wow 

White  Earth,  Minnesota  56591 

Dune  13,14,15,  1997 

Grand  Entry  7:00  p.m.  Friday 

Grand  Entry  1:00  & 7:00  p.m.  Saturday 

Grand  Entry  1:00  & 7:00  p.m.  Sunday 


A.I.M.  25th  YEAR  IN  OKLAHOMA  POW  WOW! 
5/10/1997 

State:  OK  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

A.I.M.  25th  ANNIVERSARY  POW  WOW 
host  drums: 

YELLOWHAMMER 

ROCKYBOY 

AND 

MORE.  . . 

all  are  welcome! 

* great  food, 

* great  drummin' 

* great  singin' 

* great  dancin' 

* oral  histories 

* Guests  from  all  over  the  U.S. 

It's  reunion  time  in  Indian  Country... 
Celebrating  A.I.M.  in  OKLAHOMA! 

DATE:  Saturday,  May  10,  1997 

TIME:  Indian  Time 

PLACE:  POW  WOW  Grounds,  White  Eagle,  OK 

for  more  information,  call:405. 723. 4524 
BYOCCC ! (Chairs,  containers,  campgear) 

No  alcohol,  no  drugs 
Ah  ho ! 


21st  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow 
5/25/1997 

State:  ON  Country:  Canada  Type:  Powwow 

21st  Annual  Odawa  Pow  Wow-For  The  Future,  For  Our  Children 
May  23,  24  & 25,  1997 
Ottawa-Nepean  Tent  and  Trailer  Park, 

411  Corkstown  Road,  Nepean 
Ontario,  Canada 

OVER  $31,000  in  Prizes! 

Everyone  Welcome!  Tell 

your  friends,  bring  your  family! 

Please  feel  free  to  spread  the  word! 


Gates  open  at-4:00  pm  on  Friday 

-9:00  am  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 

Any  Specials 

- On  Friday  evening 

Saturday  & Sunday  - 10:00  am  to  11:50  am 

Admission 
^Friday  $5.00 

*Saturday  & Sunday-Adults(17  & up)$8/day 
*Youth  & 

Students(with  I.D.)$6/day 

*Seniors  & Children  under  12  Free 
Grand  Entries  - Friday  at  6:00  pm.  Social  Evening 

- Saturdayl2:00  pm  & 6pm 

- Sunday  12:00  pm  only 
(On  Time,  No  Indian  Time) 

Drum  Contest  lst-$1500, 

2nd-$1200,  3rd-$800,  4-$600,  5th-$400 
NO  Phone-In  Registration 
Dance  and  Drum  Registration  at  Main  Gate  on: 

-Friday  evening 
-Saturday  at 
9:30  am  to  11:45  am 
Come  see,  experience,  and  enjoy 

* Native  Singing! 

* Native  Drumming,  Dancing! 

* Native  Arts  and  Crafts! 

* Native  Foods! 

Native  Artisans  and  Traders  from  Canada  and  U.S.A. 

Rain-out  location : Bell  Centennial  Arena, 

50  Corkstown  Road, Nepean,  Ontario,  Canada. 

Camping  available  first  come,  first  serve  - camping  fee  $15/day 
NO  ALCOHOL 
NO  DRUGS 
NO  PETS 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre  & Pow  Wow  Committee  are 
not  responsible  for  personal  loss,  injury  or  damages 
Also,  anyone  wishing  more  information  may  reply  to  me  or 
leave  a message  for  Dallas  Morrison  by  calling  the  Odawa 
Native  Friendship  Centre  at  1-613-722-3811. 

For  more  information,  please  feel  free  to  call,  ask  for 
Pow  Wow  committee  member. 

Odawa  Native  Friendship  Centre 

12  Stirling  Avenue 

Ottawa,  Ontario 

Canada 

K1Y  1P8 

Tel: (613)722-3811  Fax: (613)722-4667 
Days  of  operation: 

Monday  to  Friday 

Hrs  of  operation:  9:00  am  to  5:00  pm. 

The  centre  is  closed  on  statutory  holidays. 

- 3ohn  Brack  (3Brack@gis.shl.com,  davidb@ftn.net) 

SHL  Vision*  Solutions  Reception  http://www.gis.shl.com 
99  Bank 

St.,  Suite  301 
Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada 
Tel: (613)236-9734  ext. 5391 
Fax:(613)567-5433 


Peltier  Benefit  Concert 
4/25/1997 

State:  MD  Country:  USA  Type:  Musical 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Groups  (Baltimore  & Columbia  chapters 
proudly  present: 


"Bring  Peltier  Home!" 

Benefit  Concert  & Forum 

Featuring  Native  American  musicians  performing  a variety  of  styles, 
including  country,  blues-rock,  folk,  rap,  and  traditional  Indian  drumming. 
DATE:  Friday,  April  25th  TIME:  7pm  - 10pm 

PLACE:  Maryland  Institute,  College  of  Art  (MICA) 

Station  Building  Auditorium 
1400  Cathedral  Street,  Baltimore 

Master  of  Ceremonies  will  be  Dennis  Banks  (Nowa  Cumig),  co-founder 
of  the  American  Indian  Movement  (AIM),  who  has  appeared  in  various 
motion  pictures  (Last  of  the  Mohicans,  Thunderheart) . Mr.  Banks  will 
discuss  the  plight  of  world-famous  human  rights  activist  and  political 
prisoner,  LEONARD  PELTIER,  whose  continuing  struggle  was  the 
inspiration  for  the  1992  motion  picture  Thunderheart,  starring  Val  Kilmer 
and  Graham  Greene. 

$3  admission  - free  parking 
available  - no  food  or  drinks  please 
For  more  information,  call:  410-444-6895  Marti  Iben) 

or  410-997-9016  (Scott  Tippetts) 
or  E-mail:  tippetts@pire.org 

Special  thanks  to  MICA,  and  to  the  SoWeBo  Center  for  Dustice. 

NOTE:  in  the  same  region,  an  additional  "Bring  Peltier  Home"  concert 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  April  23rd,  6-9pm,  at  American  University's 
outdoor  amphitheatre,  4400  Massachussetts  Avenue,  NW,  Washington 
D.C.,  free  admission.  For  more  information,  call  202-885-2073  or  email: 
jsanche@american . edu 


International  Indigenous  People's  Tribunal 
6/17/1997 

State:  CO  Country:  USA  Type:  Conference 

Environmental  Destruction  and  Native  Peoples  Human  Rights 
Dune  17  - 21,  1997;  Montview  Presbyterian  Church;  Denver,  Colorado  USA 
Dune  1997  will  mark  five  years  since  the  United  Nations  Conference  on 
Environment  and  Development  (UNCED)  met  in  Brazil  and  negotiated  the 
Declaration  of  Rio.  The  new  paradigm  designed  to  shift  the  world  from  its 
consumptive  course  to  one  of  renewal  and  sustainability  is  well 
intentioned,  but  its  results  have  been  slow  in  coming. 

Industrialized  nations  are  slow  in  changing  their  patterns  of  production 
and  consumption  which  contribute  to  world-wide  hunger  and  poverty.  Both 
continue  to  be  causes  and  effects  of  global  degradation.  The  proliferation 
of  multinational  corporations  resulting  from  economic  policies  promoted  by 
the  G-7  member  nations  and  Russia  has  created  industrialization  in  much  of 
the  world  which  has  affected  the  cultures  of  indigenous  peoples  and  the 
sustainability  of  global  ecosystems. 

The  27  principles  proclaimed  in  the  UNCED  Declaration  on  Environment  and 
Development;  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights;  and  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Peoples  are  the  baselines  by  which  each  G-7 
member  country  and  Russia  will  be  held  accountable  by  the  tribunal.  Each 
G-7  member  country  and  Russia  will  be  linked  to  one  or  several  global 
corporations  in  a presentation  of  facts  to  the  Tribunal.  Each  government 
and/or  corporation  will  be  invited  to  participate  in  the  tribunal 
proceedings . 

Groups  wishing  to  present  cases  are  requested  to  contact  convention 
organizers . 

Preliminary  Indigenous  People's  Tribunal  case  list 
Canada:  Mac  Millan  - Bloedel 

--  decimation  of  the  temperate  rainforest  on  indigenous  people's  land 
in  British  Columbia. 

France:  Total  Petroleum  --  military  government 
clear-cuts  forest  for 

pipelines  through  indigenous  people's  land  in  Burma. 

Dapan:  Mitsubishi  and  Daishowa  --  clear-cutting  forests  on  Lubicon  Cree 
lands . 

United  Kingdom:  Rio  Tinto  Zinc  --  Uranium  mining  in  Australia  is 


threatening  the  lands  and  culture  of  the  Martu  people;  Shell  --  oil 
exploration  on  Ogoni  lands  in  Nigeria. 

United  States: 

Unocal  --  military  government  clear-cuts  forest  for  pipelines  through 
native  land  in  Burma.  Texaco  --  oil  drilling  in  Ecuador; 

Stone  Container  --  timbering  old  growth  forests  in  Colorado. 

Italy:  Impresit/Cogefar 

--  FIAT  dam  building  company  is  constructing  in  South  and  Central  America 
and  Africa. 

Germany:  Bayer  --  engaging  in  pharmaceutical  projects  in  India. 

Russia:  Gaz  Prom  --  oil  exploration  in  western  Siberia  on  the  lands  of  the 
Evenki  and  Khant-Mansi  peoples 

The  tribunal  will  consist  of  three  to  five  prominent  indigenous  peoples 
and/or  international  law  experts.  Those  who  have  been  contacted  include: 
Richard  Falk  (Princeton); 

Upendra  Baxi  (Delhi  Univ.);  Owens  Wiwa  (Ogoni);  Glenn  Morris  (Fourth 
World  Center);  Medha  Patkar  (India);  Sulaksana  Shivaraksa  (Thailand); 
Winona  LaDuke  (Ojibwa). 

During  the  first  two  and  half  days,  the  Tribunal  will  hear  presentations 
by  groups  including,  the  Rain  forest  Action  Network;  Friends  for  a 
Democratic  Burma;  Pacific  Environment  and  Resources  Center;  Oil  & Atomic 
Workers  International;  International  Rivers  Network;  Project  Underground, 
Ancient  Forest  Action  Network;  Colorado  People's  Environmental  and 
Environmental  Network.  The  remainder  of  the  time  will  be  spent  considering 
the  testimony,  with  findings  reported  on  the  last  day. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Alan  O'Hashi,  City  of  Boulder,  Human  Relations  Commission:  303-939-9914 

Roy  Young,  Global  Response:  303-444-4020 

please  call  or  e-mail 

alan  o'hashi 

tel  303-939-9914 

fax  303-444-7047 


Strong  Hearts 
5/3/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Educational 

FIRST  NATION  H.A.W.K.S,  a Native  American  student  organization  at  San 
Francisco  State  University,  will  be  hosting  a symposium  honoring  the  work 
of  Native  American  Women  in  ACTIVISM  ACADEMIA  AND  THE  ARTS 
'STRONG  HEARTS"  a symposium  honoring  the  works  of  native 
american  women  will  be  held  at  san  francisco  state  university 
1600  holloway  ave.,  san  francisco  California 

in  the  McKenna  theatre  on  May  3,  1997  , from  9:  00  am  to  4:00  pm 
Some  of  our  guests 
will  be: 

Crystos 

L. Frank  Manriques 
Dudy  Talaugan 
Terese  LaFramboise 
Lupe  Avila 

SPECIAL  GUEST:  Norma  lean  Croy 

If  you  are  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  on  5-3-97 
(Saturday),  please  join  us.. there  is  no  charge.. and 
everyone  is  welcome, 
michele  maas@mercury.sfsu.edu 

student  kouncil  of  inter-tribal  nations  at  san  francisco  state  university 
415-338-1929 


Date:  Mon,  21  Apr  1997  12:41:12  -0600 
From:  umstead@oneida-nation.org 

Sub j : Oneida  Nation  To  Host  Major  Cultural  Festival 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc .culture . native 


Oneida  Nation  To  Host  Major  Cultural  Festival 


ONEIDA  NATION  TERRITORY,  via  Oneida,  NY  -- 

The  hills  of  Central  New  York  will  once  again  echo  with  the  sound  of 
Indian  music  when  the  Oneida  Nation  hosts  what  is  expected  to  be  among  the 
largest  Native  American  cultural  festivals  in  the  Northeast  this  summer, 
attracting  traditional  Indian  dance  and  drum  performers  and  Native  artists 
and  crafts  persons  from  around  the  country.  The  two-day  festival,  Aug.  9 
and  10,  will  showcase  the  distinctive  culture  of  the  Oneida  Nation,  offer 
visitors  the  opportunity  to  learn  more  about  the  Iroquois  Confederacy,  and 
the  chance  to  discover  more  about  all  Native  American  people  as  they  hear 
music  from  across  the  ages  and  witness  performers  in  traditional  costume. 

The  Oneida  Nation  "First  Americans  Cultural  Festival  (Who  we  were...  Who 
we  are...  Who  we  always  will  be...)"  will  be  held  rain  or  shine  on 
Saturday,  Aug.  9 and  Sunday,  Aug.  10  on  Nation  land  adjacent  to  the  New 
York  State  Thruway  Exit  34  in  Canastota.  It  will  feature  performances  by 
traditional  dancers,  singers  and  drummers  as  well  as  the  works  of  Native 
American  artists  and  crafts  persons. 

Oneida  Nation  Representative  Ray  Halbritter  said  the  festival  is  part  of 
the  Nation's  continuing  effort  to  educate  the  public  about  the  proud 
heritage  of  the  Oneida  Nation.  It  will  have  the  added  benefit  of  creating 
a premier  tourism  event  which  will  attract  visitors  from  throughout 

the  Northeast  to  Central  New  York,  he  noted,  and  with  it,  benefits  for 
tourism  properties  throughout  Central  New  York.  Halbritter  added  that  the 
Festival  --  which  is  expected  to  be  one  of  the  largest  summertime 
activities  in  the  region  --  is  a tangible  demonstration  of  the  Nation*s 
commitment  to  tourism  promotion  in  Central  New  York. 

"For  years  it  has  been  a goal  of  the  Oneida  Nation  to  find  an 
opportunity  which  would  provide  a way  for  people  --  especially  families 
with  children  --  to  learn  more  about  Native  People,  their  history,  culture 
and  integrity,"  said  Halbritter.  "Our  First  Americans  Cultural  Festival 
will  do  just  that,  and  also  attract  members  of  other  Indian  communities  to 
demonstrate  their  talents  and  tell  about  their  traditions  and  their 
heritages.  It  will  be  a valuable  educational  opportunity  as  well  as  one 
that  will  be  very  entertaining,"  he  said. 

The  Nation  is  pleased  to  be  able  to  stage  the  Festival  on  its  recently 
reacquired  aboriginal  lands  near  Exit  34  of  the  New  York  State  Thruway 
near  the  Village  of  Canastota,  a location  with  historic  significance  for 
the  Nation.  The  Canastota  site  was  selected  for  several  reasons  including 
an  outstanding  relationship  with  Madison  County  Tourism,  Inc.;  access  to 
and  from  the  Thruway  and  several  other  major  highways,  including  Rtes.  5, 
13  and  31,  easily  accommodating  traffic  flow  of  the  10,000  or  so  visitors 
expected  to  attend;  and  its  link  to  the  Nation*s  past.  The  Canastota  area 
formerly  was  the  site  of  much  Oneida  activity  and  it  is  located  between 
two  other  significant  sites  for  the  Nation,  Nichols  Pond  and  Fish  Creek. 


Dance  Competition 

The  First  Americans  Cultural  Festival  will  be  an  exciting  experience, 
giving  visitors  an  opportunity  to  discover  what  Native  American  life  is 
all  about.  Those  attending  will  have  the  opportunity  to  witness  time- 
honored  traditions  as  some  of  the  most  accomplished  performers  in  the 
country  demonstrate  dances  passed  down  to  them  over  the  ages.  The  festival 
is  expected  to  attract  upwards  of  300  Native  American  dancers,  singers  and 
drummers  from  Indian  communities  around  the  country  who  will  compete  for 
prize  money.  Entertainment  is  slated  throughout  both  days  with  exhibition 
dances  as  well  as  competitions. 

Native  Crafters 

Part  of  the  festival  will  be  an  arts  and  crafts  show  and  sale  of  works 
by  Native  American  artists  and  crafts  persons.  There  are  expected  to  be 
between  30  and  40  artisans  displaying  and  selling  high  quality,  authentic 
Native  American  arts  and  crafts.  These  include  original  jewelry, 
sculptures,  paintings,  and  traditional  arts  such  as  dream  catchers  and 
wood  and  bone  products. 

In  addition,  the  festival  also  will  offer  a variety  of  Indian  foods  such 


as  fry  bread,  corn  soup  and  Indian  tacos.  There  also  will  be  a number  of 
educational  displays  and  demonstrations  throughout  the  weekend.  The  Oneida 
Nation  and  its  Members  will  host  demonstrations  of  traditional  crafts, 
including  cornhusk  dolls,  crafting  a traditional  wooden  lacrosse  stick, 
sweet  grass  braiding,  drum  making,  beadwork  and  the  preparation  of 
traditional  foods.  Oneida  Members  will  be  taking  prominent  roles  in 
coordinating  and  planning  activities  and  demonstrating  traditional  crafts. 

Dancers,  singers  and  drummers  will  perform  under  a large  circular  tent. 
Visitors  will  have  the  opportunity  to  see  traditional  dances  and  hear 
traditional  drummers  and  singers  from  upwards  of  50  Indian  communities 
from  the  Northeast  to  the  Southwest.  There  will  be  a separate  large  tent 
for  the  Native  American  artists  and  crafts  persons. 

The  Festival  also  will  showcase  the  history  and  accomplishments  of  the 
Oneida  Nation.  While  plans  are  still  in  the  works,  it  is  expected  that 
part  of  the  Festival  will  be  a replica  of  life  in  an  Oneida  village  to 
illustrate  how  the  Nation's  People  would  have  lived  on  their  lands  in  a 
traditional  setting  a century  or  two  ago.  There  also  will  be  displays  of 
the  various  cultural  and  social  programs  offered  by  the  Nation. 

"Besides  providing  a weekend  of  entertainment  and  education,  the 
Festival  will  also  create  a variety  of  tourism  opportunities  for  all  of 
Central  New  York,"  said  Halbritter.  "The  Nation  has  been  proud  to  serve  as 
a catalyst  for  tourism  development  and  promotion  in  the  region.  This 
Festival  will  help  demonstrate  that  not  only  does  the  Nation  talk  about 
creating  a premier,  four-seasons  tourism  destination  here  in  Central  New 
York,  it  takes  action  to  make  that  happen  in  a very  tangible  way." 

The  Nation  has  begun  to  work  with  tourism  promotion  agencies  in  Madison, 
Oneida  and  Onondaga  counties  to  create  packages  for  visitors.  This  is  one 
of  the  goals  of  an  expansive  tourism  initiative  sponsored  by  the  Nation 
and  four  tourism  promotion  agencies,  Touri$m-CNY,  which  has  presented 
several  conferences  for  the  region*s  industry  professionals 

The  Nation's  tourism  efforts  go  back  more  than  three  years  when  it 
constructed  the  Shako:wi  Cultural  Center,  a showcase  of  Oneida  history  and 
culture.  Several  of  the  Nation*s  enterprises  have  become  leading  tourist 
attractions.  The  Turning  Stone  Casino  and  High  Stakes  Bingo  draws  more 
than  2 million  visitors  a year,  making  it  one  of  the  top  five  tourism 
attractions  in  the  state.  Enthusiastic  visitors  have  helped  make  the 
Nation*s  Villages  a 
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To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  NativeWeb,  Taino-L,  Sovernet-L, 
& NATIVE-L  lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
Newsgroups : alt . activism , soc . culture. native , alt . politics .youth , 
alt . activism .youth- rights , alt .politics . rad ical- left , 
alt . society. resistance, soc . rights . human, can . politics, 
can. general,  igc . indig. Canada;  UUCP  and  genie  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //a is es . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"The  character  of  the  Indian's  emotion  left  little  room  in  his  heart  for 
antagonism  toward  his  fellow  creatures...  For  the  Lakota,  mountains, 
lakes,  rivers,  springs,  valleys,  and  woods  were  all  finished  beauty. 
Winds,  rain,  snow,  sunshine,  day,  night,  and  change  of  seasons  were 
endlessly  fascinating.  Birds,  insects,  and  animals  filled  the  world 
with  knowledge  that  defied  the  comprehension  of  man." 

"The  Lakota  was  a true  naturalist  - a lover  of  Nature.  Fie  loved  the 
earth  and  the  attachment  grew  with  age.  The  old  people  came  literally 
to  love  the  soil  and  they  sat  or  reclined  on  the  ground  with  a feeling 
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of  being  close  to  a mothering  power." 

It  was  good  for  the  skin  to  touch  the  earth,  and  the  old  people  liked 
to  remove  their  moccasins  and  walk  with  bare  feet  on  the  sacred  earth." 
Their  tipis  were  built  upon  the  earth  and  their  altars  were  made  of 
earth.  The  birds  that  flew  in  the  air  came  to  rest  upon  the  earth,  and 
it  was  the  final  abiding  place  of  all  things  that  lived  and  grew.  The 
soil  was  soothing,  strengthening,  cleansing,  and  healing." 

This  is  why  the  old  Indian  still  sits  upon  the  earth  instead  of 
propping  himself  up  and  away  from  its  life-giving  forces.  For  him,  to 
sit  or  lie  upon  the  ground  is  to  be  able  to  think  more  deeply  and  to 
feel  more  keenly;  he  can  see  more  clearly  into  the  mysteries  of  life 
and  come  closer  in  kinship  to  other  lives  about  him." 

_ Chief  Luther  Standing  Bear,  Teton 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Last  week  I used  this  space  to  speak  of  the  growing  erosion  of  our  ways, 
the  ease  with  which  individual  ego  has  replaced  community  unity,  and  how 
this  ultimately  plays  into  the  505  year  effort  by  the  dominant  society  to 
answer  the  "Indian  Question."  When  there  is  no  longer  a way  of  life,  when 
there  are  no  longer  languages,  when  there  are  no  ways  of  dealing  with  life 
that  are  unique  to  a People  or  Peoples  there  is  no  longer  a reason  or  need 
to  deal  with  these  People  as  a unique  culture.  Cultural  genocide  is  every 
bit  as  effective  as  absolute  genocide  in  this  case. 

The  reason  I repeat  all  the  above  is  that  my  heart  is  heavy.  This  weekend 
I witnessed  the  very  disunity  I speak  of.  People  refused  to  honor  the 
request  of  an  elder  to  come  together  in  council  and  settle  their 
differences.  Instead  there  was  a determined  effort  to  factionalize  and 
divide  others. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Choosing  sides  is  NOT  the  way  to  mend  disunity,  and  we  must  wake  up  and 
realize  continued  disunity  will  lead  to  cultural  genocide. 

Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte . net>  sends  these  reminders: 

In  memory; 

5.6.1976  Marvin  Two  Two  - Aim  supporter  shot  to  death  at  Pine  Ridge. 

No  investigation. 

5.9.1976  3uia  Pretty  Hips  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
"unknown  assailants." 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : Return  of  1868  Treaty  Land  Rights"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Apr  1997  20:20:43  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Doe  Chasing  Horses  via  Gary  Smith  (gars@netcom.com) 

Sub j : General  Assembly  Resolution  13 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Doe  Chasing  Horses,  Lakota  Elder. 

Fourth  General  Assembly 
Fifth  Session 

General  Assembly  Resolution  13 

Resolution  of  Support  for  the  Sioux  Nation  through  the  Black  Hills 
Sioux  Nation  Council  for  the  return  of  the  Inalienable  1868  Treaty  Land 
Rights  to  the  Sioux  Nation  as  Protected  by  the  1871  Indian  Appropriation 
Rider  Act,  further  protected  by  Sections  28  and  30  of  the  March  2,  1889  Act. 

The  General  Assembly, 

WHEREAS,  in  the  1871  Rider  Act  it  is:  "provided,  that  hereafter  no 
Indian  nation  or  tribe  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
acknowledged  or  recognized  as  an  independent  nation,  tribe  or  power  with 
whom  the  United  States  may  contract  by  treaty.  Provided  further,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  invalidate  or  impair  the 
obligation  of  any  treaty  heretofore  lawfully  made  and  ratified  with  any 
such  Indian  nation  or  tribe": 

WHEREAS,  on  Duly  6,  1865,  Honorable  Dames  Harlan,  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  wrote  to  General  Pope:  "...treaties  made  and  ratified  must  be 
enforced  by  the  President  until  abrogated  by  the  same  power  which  made 
them.  All  Indians  referred  to  by  you  as  annuity  Indians  are  in  this 
category. 

WHEREAS,  the  March  2,  1889  Act  to  Reduce  the  Great  Sioux  Reservation 
did  reinforce  Article  12.  1868  Treaty,  "...3/4  Adult  male  signature..." 
vote  in  Section  28,  concluding  Section  30  "All  acts  or  parts  of  acts, 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed."; 


WHEREAS,  it  is  evident  that  on  all  of  the  above  acts  of  the  US 
Congress  after  the  1871  Indian  Appropriation  Rider  Act  to  present  were 
unilaterally  applied  contrary  to  Article  six  (6)  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  which  provides  that  treaties  are  supreme  law  of  the  land; 

THEREFORE 

RECOGNIZES  that  according  to  the  United  States  documents  the  United 
States  must  return  territory  it  has  taken  from  the  Sioux  Nation  by  the 
above  mentioned  acts  of  Congress. 

SUPPORTS  the  return  of  illegally  taken  aboriginal  treaty  lands  by  the 
United  States. 

"RE : Help  Prevent  the  Buffalo  Slaughter"  

From:  Dswordy@aol.com 

Date:  Wed,  23  Apr  1997  09:30:51  -0400  (EDT) 

Sub j : Help  Prevent  the  Buffalo  Slaughter 

Internet  users  asked  to  help  prevent  buffalo  slaughter 
by  Lakota  spiritual  interpreter 
By  Dim  Steele 

An  urgent  request  to  users  of  the  Internet  to  contact  their  state  and 
national  governmental  representatives  to  stop  the  killing  of  buffalo 
outside  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  has  been  made  by  Lakota  spiritual 
interpreter  Floyd  Hand  of  Pine  Ridge,  S.D. 

"I  need  help,"  Hand  said  in  an  interview  during  the  second  week  in  April, 
1997.  "I  need  the  people  to  write  and  to  use  the  Internet  to  get  in  touch 
with  the  governors.  I know  the  president's  wife  really  listens  to 
environmental  impact  and  the  bison,  so  we  need  to  get  this  message  out 
before  it's  too  late." 

Over  900  buffalo  that  have  left  the  park  this  winter  because  of 
shortages  of  food  have  been  killed  because  of  fears  they  may  carry 
brucellosis,  a reproductive  disease  that  can  cause  cattle  to  abort  calves 
and  causes  undulant  fever  in  humans.  The  bacteria  are  only  found  in  the 
reproductive  tract,  and  the  disease  can  only  be  spread  by  contact  with 
birthing  fluids,  the  reproductive  tract  or  the  placenta. 

A joint  buffalo  management  plan  devised  by  Montana  and  the  federal 
government  that  took  effect  last  fall  allowed  the  commercial  sale  of 
Yellowstone  bison  for  the  first  time  ever,  according  to  a story  by  the 
Associated  Press. 

Bison  leaving  the  park  used  to  be  shot,  but  they  are  now  tested  for 
brucellosis.  Bison  testing  positive  are  trucked  to  slaughter.  Bidding  at 
the  auctions  used  by  the  government  to  sell  the  bison  has  been  dominated 
by  one  firm,  RC  Western  Meats  of  Rapid  City,  S.D.  Company  co-owner  Dud 
Seaman  said  the  company  isn't  telling  its  customers  the  meat  comes  from 
Yellowstone  bison  because  of  the  controversy  over  their  slaughter. 

To  the  Indians,  who  have  for  thousands  of  years  taken  a holistic 
approach  to  the  Earth,  the  killing  of  the  buffalo  is  desecration  of  the 
sacred  symbol  of  the  North  American  continent. 

"My  whole  message  to  the  people  is  please  help  us,"  Hand  said.  "Talk  to 
the  computer,  to  those  on  the  Internet.  Send  messages  to  the  government. 
Hillary  Clinton,  she'll  listen  to  us.  Somebody  has  to  stop  this 
annihilation  of  buffalo  at  Yellowstone." 

Some  experts  have  suggested  that  Indians  be  allowed  to  hunt  the  bison 
within  the  park  to  keep  total  numbers  down  and  keep  the  herd  within  the 
boundaries.  Others  have  advocated  allowing  the  buffalo  to  roam  the  state 
of  Montana,  an  idea  ranchers  have  vehemently  opposed. 

Meanwhile,  Native  American  tribal  efforts  to  have  the  buffalo  shipped  to 
tribal  pastures  instead  of  killed  have  been  rebuffed  because  of  fear 
brucellosis  would  spread  to  cattle  in  those  areas.  At  a meeting  of  the 
United  Sioux  Tribes  held  April  3 and  4 in  Rapid  City,  tribal  leaders  asked 
legislators  to  put  pressure  on  Congress  to  protect  the  sacred  buffalo  from 
slaughter. 

Along  with  tribal  efforts.  Native  Americans  have  been  collecting 


videotape  and  other  evidence  they  claim  shows  that  buffalo  are  being 
driven  out  of  the  park  purposely  by  certain  groups  so  that  they  can  be 
slaughtered  for  their  meat,  hides  and  skulls.  Skulls  --  a sacred  item  to 
Indians  --  have  reportedly  been  auctioned  off  to  middlemen  for  as  little 
as  $1  each  by  packers. 

"We  have  already  gone  there  and  had  witnesses,  and  we  have  videotape," 
Hand  said.  "There's  a little  group  of  ranchers  called  Militia  Group  of 
Montana,  that  they  claim  that  they  are  not  the  ones,  but  (witnesses)  say 
they  are  funded  by  the  government  to  do  this.  So  I don't  know  how  true  it 
is,  but  they  are  trying  to  cause  a disturbance  and  cause  some  kind  of  war. 
But  we  still  stand  with  peace,  love  and  harmony.  And  all  we  need  is 
prayers,  and  writing  to  those  people  who  can  help  us." 

Hand,  a fullblood  Oglala  Sioux  who  is  a direct  descendent  of  Crazy  Horse 
and  Red  Cloud  and  whose  Earth  name  is  Looks  for  Buffalo,  said  his  interest 
in  stopping  the  killing  comes  from  spiritual  sources.  The  slaughter  cannot 
continue  without  repercussions,  he  said,  and  especially  in  light  of  the 
1994  birth  of  a white  buffalo  calf  to  the  family  of  David  Heider  in 
Wisconsin . 

"In  this  North  America,  man  was  never  the  God,  the  woman  was,"  Hand  said 
"And  now  she  has  come  back  as  the  white  buffalo  calf.  Now  the  White 
Buffalo  Calf  Woman  has  returned  to  us. 

"And  I received  a message  from  the  spirits  that  if  we  destroy  what  we 
have,  then  we  are  also  destroying  ourselves,"  Hand  said.  "The  white 
buffalo  calf  that  came  back  to  the  Heider  family  is  the  reason  for  all  of 
these  changes. 

"The  desecration  of  our  buffalo  people  is  what  I'm  worried  about,"  Hand 
said.  "They  are  the  ones  I am  worried  about.  I need  to  get  a message  out 
that  is  a message  from  the  spirits  and  is  so  powerful.  They  send  messages 
down,  and  as  a psychic,  I believe.  And  you  can  only  write  down  what  you 
hear.  But  since  the  desecration  and  annihilation  of  these  buffalo  began, 
she  is  worried  that  they  are  bringing  holocaust  upon  themselves  that  will 
kill  all  living  things.  And  people  don't  believe  it,  but  I will  tell  you 
what  the  White  Buffalo  has  said: 

'My  Children,  I come  to  you  in  the  name  of  peace,  love  and  harmony.  I 
come  to  you  to  remind  you  of  the  covenants  that  you  keep  on  this  Earth. 
Understand  that  the  Creator  is  found  in  all  living  things.  The  one  who  has 
created  all  is  the  good  protector  of  all  that  lives  --  the  grasses,  the 
birds,  the  trees,  the  waters,  the  Earth,  the  animals  that  roam,  the  bees 
that  fly.  Understand  that  to  kill  the  living  is  to  kill  this  Earth. 

'We  have  come  many  times  to  warn  you  of  the  consequences  of  your  actions 
Understand  the  power  of  one's  words.  Understand  that  it  is  not  you  who 
have  created  this  Earth,  but  understand  that  it  is  you  who  were  sent  to 
protect  and  take  care  of  it.  Understand  that  your  actions  of  killing  and 
desecration  will  bring  the  same  actions  to  you  and  your  families. 
Understand  that  your  actions  of  peace,  love  and  harmony  will  bring  these 
same  actions  to  you  and  your  families. 

'Understand  that  this  Earth  is  dying,  and  with  its  death  will  come  a 
rebirth.  The  Creator  will  not  allow  the  present  ways  to  continue. 
Understand  that  the  Creator  has  not  tainted  and  polluted  the  water,  the 
air  and  the  Earth.  Understand  that  it  is  you  who  did  so.  How  will  you 
sustain  yourself  and  y our  families  with  what  you  have  created?  Understand 
the  power  of  your  actions  . ' 

This  is  a message  from  the  beyond.  Hand  said,  adding,  "And  before  that, 

one  of  the  messages  that  was  sent  down  was,  'We  have  watched  you  for  many 

years,  and  we  have  visited  you  many  times,  but  you  have  not  changed  your 
lifestyle  on  Earth.  Now  we  must  intercede,  and  we  will  have  to  help  bring 
back  the  peace,  love  and  harmony  that  you  have  taken.  We  will  come  upon 
you  when  all  the  whole  Earth  is  in  darkness,  and  when  the  darkness  lifts 
and  she  moves  the  skies,  we  will  be  there  with  a people  who  will  love  in 
peace,  live  in  harmony.  But  those  who  do  not  listen  to  us,  we  shall 
destroy  them.  And  there  are  many  of  us  who  wish  to  protect  this  Mother 
Earth  and  save  her.  But  those  who  do  not  listen,  we  will  destroy  them. 

And  in  time,  the  love  and  peace  that  we  have  put  you  here  for  shall 
continue.  We  will  come  in  peace,  but  if  you  resist,  then  you  shall  not  be 

existing.  We  have  spoken,  and  we  are  coming  . ' 


"So  I said,  'Who  are  you?'  and  they  said,  'The  avatars.'  " 

The  killing  of  the  buffalo  shows  a the  lack  of  a holistic  approach  and  a 
failure  to  recognize  the  inter-relationships  between  the  buffalo,  the 
spiritual  world  and  the  health  of  the  Earth,  Hand  said.  It  shows  a taking 
attitude  that  is  in  conflict  with  the  giving  necessary  to  achieve  peace, 
love  and  harmony. 

"There's  nothing  wrong  with  each  and  every  one  of  us,  but  when  you  say 
you're  the  God  through  an  intellect  way,  it's  not  good,"  Hand  said. 

"That's  all  I'm  saying.  We're  trying  to  teach  and  change  the  world  into 
understanding  peace,  love  and  compassion.  We're  going  to  win  because 
nature  is  on  our  side  and  God  is  on  our  side.  We're  going  to  win  through 
the  floods,  the  fire,  the  earthquakes,  because  it  can't  be  defeated." 

The  power  of  the  holistic  Indian  way  on  the  North  American  continent  has 
been  proven  for  thousands  of  years.  Hand  said. 

"We've  been  here  since  B.C.  --  we've  been  here  before  Christ,  we've  been 
here  before  Columbus,  we've  been  here  before  General  Custer,  we've  been 
here  before  Costner,  and  we've  been  here  before  the  casinos,"  he  said. 
"We're  going  to  be  here  when  they  all  leave,  too. 

"I  would  like  to  encourage  people  to  recognize  in  the  principals  of  this 
holistic  way  of  life,  the  Indian  people's  way  of  life  that  peace,  love  and 
harmony,"  Hand  said.  "You  can  never  attain  that  by  bringing  your  own 
thoughts  and  own  ways  into  this  road,  because  that's  when  it's  going  to 
hurt  and  confuse  a lot  of  people. 


An  introduction  to  Floyd  Hand  (Looks  for  Buffalo),  a White  Buffalo  Calf 
avatar  and  spiritual  interpreter,  can  be  found  at  www.spiritweb.org,  by 
putting  "Floyd  Hand"  into  the  Search  Engine  there.  A home  page  is  in  the 
developmental  stages. 


"RE : stop  the  Slaughter"  

Date:  Sun,  27  Apr  1997  10:31:36  -0600 

From:  stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org  (buffalo  folks) 

Sub  j : a quick  follow  up 

UUCP  email 

Greetings ! 

OK...  I promise  that  you  won't  be  getting  a bunch  of  unwanted  mail  from 
me... just  this  note  and  1 other. 

I will  send  you  this  update/request  & one  update/report  after  the 
first ....  hopefully  when  Montana  calls  off  ANY  more  killing  of  bison! 
so... Thank  you  for  your  patience! 

First  a quick  request 

The  LiteHawk  flight  last  Thursday  came  up  with  some  depressing  figures 
(read  the  update  below).  We  must  let  it  be  known  that  it  is  unacceptable 
for  1 more  buffalo  to  die  at  the  hands  of  the  MT  Department  of  Livestock 
this  year  or  EVER!  The  4 that  were  gunned  down  last  Thursday  MUST  be  the 
LAST  casualties. 

I've  got  three  numbers  here  that  if  you  could  take  one  quick  second  and 
call  might  help  to  get  the  ball  rolling. 

Someone  needs  to  intercede  and  facilitate  a solution.  The  State  of  Montana 
has  gone  too  far.  It  is  saddening  to  me  as  a resident  of  such  a beautiful 
state . 

So  if  you  could  read  the  following  update. .. .think  about  what  you'd  like  to 
say  then  pick  up  the  phone  and  SAY  IT!... it  would  really  help. 

(There  are  also  email  addresses  on  the  web  page.) 

Secretary  of  Agriculture:  Dan  Glickman 

Head  of  APHIS;  who  could  make  the  measly  14  grazing  allotments  in 
Yellowstone  a special  district  with  bison  not  cows  as  a priority  (cows  can 
be  vaccinated  or  removed  from  the  area... no  brucellosis  threat) 

202  720  3631  (sorry  no  800  #) 

Senator  Max  Bacus  and  Senator  Conrad  Burns  from  Montana  need  to  hear  that 


the  nation  is  outraged  at  Montana's  actions 
These  #'s  are  answered  twenty  four  hours  a day! 

1 800  962  3524 
1 800  972  3524 

(these  #'s  work  for  all  congress  folks  (they  work  for  YOU)) 

Mt  Department  of  Tourism 

Economically, tourism  dollars  far  out  way  the  cattle  dollars  in  this 
state ... .Governor  Racicot  needs  to  here  from  the  tourism  folks  that  their 
concerns  are  as  important  as  his  cattle  buddies! 

1 800  847  4868 

As  an  aside;  the  President  and  First  Lady  take  messages  at  202  456  1111 
On  a parting  note 

Montana  just  passed  a bill  saying  they  can  sell  the  nation's  bison  and  keep 
the  revenue  next  year.... this  is  absurd!  (see  article  on  this  on  our  web 
page!) 

Thanks  again  for  signing  on  to  our  May  1 Stop  the  Slaughter  Now! 
campaign ...  and  don't  forget  your  arm  band  on  the  1st. 

For  the  Earth! 
sg 

**********************  UPDATE  ************************************** 

"The  world  will  be  watching  Montana  on  May  1st  to  see  if  the  massacre 
stops!",  is  the  message  pouring  in  from  around  the  globe  as  folks  sign  on 
to  an  internet  letter  campaign.  May  1st  is  the  deadline  that  the  Interim 
Bison  Management  Plan  states  Yellowstone  bison  must  return  inside  park 
boundaries.  As  some  activists  take  to  the  frontlines  to  haze  the  buffalo 
back  into  the  park,  some  have  taken  to  their  computer  terminals. 

Since  the  state  of  Montana  has  been  the  primary  party  responsible  for  the 
"kill"  policy,  local  activists  enlisted  the  help  of  citizens  around  the 
nation  to  speak  out.  "I  am  overwhelmed  by  the  flood  of  concern  pouring  in 
as  people  sign  in  on  to  the  letter  of  outrage.",  commented  Su  Gregerson,  a 
volunteer  processing  messages  at  stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org.  "I 
have  received  commitments  from  almost  every  state  and  as  far  as  Ireland  and 
South  Africa  to  wear  black  arm  bands  in  solidarity  with  the  bison."  The 
internet  is  proving  an  effective  way  to  publicize  the  issue  and  rally 
support.  The  internet  letter  and  comments  from  the  web  page  will  be  a tool 
to  pressure  public  officials  to  get  busy  and  find  a solution  and  prevent  a 
repeat  in  the  future 

A recent  article  in  the  Fluntsville  Times,  Alabama  reported  that  Lakota 
spiritual  interpreter,  Floyd  Hand  from  South  Dakota  is  encouraging  internet 
users  to  write  email  letters  to  protest  the  way  the  buffalo  have  been 
treated.  Hand,  a fullblood  Oglala  Sioux  who  is  a direct  descendent  of 
Crazy  Horse  and  Red  Cloud  suggested  that  people  contact  the  government  and 
Hillary  Clinton  via  the  internet. 

While  some  are  busy  at  their  computers,  others  are  at  the  edge  of 
Yellowstone  ushering  the  remaining  buffalo  outside  park  boundaries  back  in. 
"We  did  a fly  over  of  the  area  last  Thursday."  said  Mike  Mease  of  Cold 
Mountain,  Cold  Rivers,  "The  largest  group  left  outside  the  Park  is  25-50 
bison  by  Horse  Butte...  we'll  start  there."  Mease  confirmed  that  out  of 
the  original  3500  buffalo  that  were  alive  last  fall,  they  only  spotted 
about  625  inside  of  the  park  left  alive.  "After  such  a decimation  of  the 
herd,  we  can  not  allow  even  one  more  bison  to  be  killed."  Mease  vowed.  The 
Tokala  Warrior  Society  of  the  Oglala  Lakota  Nation  will  join  the  border 
patrol  this  week. 

In  preparation  for  cows  to  return  to  the  grazing  allotments  on  May  1st,  107 
bison  were  released  from  the  Gardiner  holding  pen.  One  bison  died  in  the 
pen  and  it  is  possible  that  the  remaining  107  might  have  contracted  worms 
also.  "It's  senseless  that  107  healthy  bison  testing  negative  for 
brucellosis  might  have  been  exposed  to  their  death  because  the  they  were 
penned  together  standing  in  their  wastes.",  commented  lames  Barnes  of  the 
Bison  Advocacy  Project.  "We  are  talking  about  the  last  wild  bison  herd  in 
the  world." 

As  computer  hard  drives  buzz  with  letters  of  national  concern,  the  clanking 
of  horse  hooves  echo  as  riders  saddle  up  to  patrol  Yellowstone's  border. 

After  a winter  of  public  policy  confusion  resulted  in  the  killing  of  over 


half  the  bison  herd,  activists  are  utilizing  any  method  that  is  effective 
to  motivate  public  officials  to  get  to  work  and  do  their  jobs. 


For  more  information  about  the  plight  of  the  Yellowstone  Bison 
check  out  this  web  site 
http://www.wildrockies.org/bison 
Mitakuye  Oyasin  (All  My  Relations) 

"RE : FBI  & Peltier"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Apr  97  07:53:23  GMT 

From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

Sub j : FBI  & Peltier 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

An  18  month  investigation  into  the  FBI's  crime  lab  has  resulted  in  the 
Dustice  Department  presenting  a scathing  report  stating  that  the  Washington 
crime  labs  were  responsible  for  producing  flawed  evidence  in  major  cases. 

They  call  it  "faulty  handling  of  evidence".  We  call  it  a continuance  of 
misconduct  and  utter  disrespect  for  the  rights  of  US  citizens. 

Frederic  Whitehurst  claims  the  FBI  is  responsible  for,  among  other  things, 
"instances  of  perjury,  fabricated  evidence...  (and)  obstruction  of  justice". 
Senator  Charles  Grassley  (email  address  chuck_grassley@grassley.senate.gov) 
is  calling  for  a criminal  investigation. 

Not  surprisingly,  Michael  Bromwich,  Inspector  General  for  the  Dept,  of 
Dustice  (can  be  reached  at  202-514-5331)  appeared  on  NPR's  Talk  of  the 
Nation,  defended  the  FBI  saying  of  some  of  those  investigated  that  they  were 
"...genuinely...  stunned  that  the  way  they  were  arriving  at  their 
conclusions  was  not  scientifically  acceptable."  One  must  ask  are  these 
agents  unqualified  for  lab  work  to  the  point  of  utter  incompetency?  Or  are 
they  covering  themselves  for  fear  of  criminal  charges? 

It  is  time  to  use  these  findings  and  demand  from  our  elected  officials  that 
formal  Congressional  hearings/investigations  be  made  into  the  Peltier  case! 
This  is  nothing  new.  We  have  known  that  the  FBI  was  guilty  of  misconduct  in 
criminal  investigations,  manufacturing  of  evidence,  obstruction  of  justice, 
perjury,  and  coercion  for  many,  many  years.  Now  that  the  eyes  of  the 
government  have  finally  been  opened  by  this  investigation  we  ask  that  YOU 
TAKE  ACTION.  If  you  do  not  know  who  your  representative  is  or  how  to  contact 
him/her  please  call  us  at  913-842-5774. 

Remember  to  phone  the  White  Flouse  at  202-456-1111  (hit  0 to  avoid  survey) 

"RE;  n . A.  Artifacts  Threatened"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Apr  1997  14:44:32  -0400 

From:  Richard  Clark  Eckert  <rceckert@UMICFI. EDU> 

Sub j : Michigan  land  containing  N.A.  artifacts  threatened  by 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Listed  below  is  a more  official  update,  though  I have  also  been  informed 
that  the  bulldozing  began  today.  The  damn  doctor  said  he  was  going  to  get 
it  surveyed.  LIE!  AIM  is  going  to  construction  site. 

Richard  C.  Eckert 
Graduate  Student 
Department  of  Sociology 
University  of  Michigan 
rceckert@umich.edu 

"Many  a book  would  have  been  clearer  if  it  had  not 
made  such  an  effort  to  be  clear." 

Immanuel  Kant 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Fri,  18  Apr  1997  14:32:46  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 


Khwe, 

Background  information  below. .. currently  the  doctor  has  begun  digging  in 
order  to  destroy  archaeological  evidence  which  would  prevent  development  of 
this  property.  The  city  council  meeting  resulted  in  placing  the  decision 
for  road  abandonment  on  hold. 

We  are  calling  for  a protest  on  or  near  this  property  to  halt  his  effort  to 
bypass  the  laws  of  this  state.  Tribal  councils  through  out  Michigan  and 
Ohio  have  been  notified. 

Ishgooda 

To  all  Tribal  Members  and  Historic  Preservationists, 

Sixty  acres  of  privately  owned  land  that  has  been  studied  and  documented 
to  have  Native  American  artifacts  ranging  from  500  to  10,000  years  of  age, 
ancient  fire  pits,  and  an  amphitheater  possibly  used  for  gaming  has  been 
scheduled  to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  a new  road  and  an  upscale 
housing  division  near  Chelsea,  Michigan.  In  1937  and  1938  the  University 
of  Michigan  helped  in  an  excavation  of  the  site,  which  sadly  remains 
undocumented  to  this  day.  University  archaeologists  at  the  time  surmised 
that  the  site  was  an  Indian  ceremonial  meeting  place  that  given  historic 
information  was  very  likely  used  by  the  Wyandotte  (or  Huron),  Ojibwe, 
Ottawa,  and  Potawatomie  tribes.  Also,  although  the  precise  location  is 
not  known,  oral  history  of  the  region  as  well  as  limited  documentation 
suggest  that  there  is  a Native  American  cemetery  on  the  land  in  question 
as  well,  which  is  also  threatened  by  this  development.  This  land  was 
owned  by  one  family,  the  Riemanschneiders , from  1838  to  1969  when  it  was 
purchased  by  the  current  owner.  Dr.  Irving  Feller,  who  left  the  property 
untouched  to  the  present  day. 

Artifacts  from  the  site  have  been  curated  at  the  Gerald  Eddy  Geological 
Center  in  the  nearby  Waterloo  Recreation  Area,  and  consist  of  arrowheads, 
spear  points,  grinding  tools,  bone  and  stone  body  ornaments,  drills,  hide 
scrapers,  and  stone  and  copper  knives.  All  of  these  items  were  donated  by 
Vincent  Burg  who  collected  this  items  from  this  land  as  well  as  from  the 
area  surrounding  it.  Dr.  Feller  has  denied  knowledge  of  any  artifacts 
being  found  on  this  land,  but  various  people  in  the  area  remember  the  dig 
or  have  found  artifacts  on  the  land  in  recent  periods.  A nearby  resident 
also  found  a human  arm  bone  in  one  of  the  adjacent  lakes  abutting  the 
property. 

A public  meeting  is  scheduled  on  April  14th  at  7:00  p.m.  at  the  Sylvan 
Township  Hall  located  at  112  W.  Middle  St.,  Chelsea,  MI  to  address  this 
issue.  For  those  who  wish  to  come,  take  1-94  to  the  Chelsea/Manchester 
exit.  Go  two  miles  north  on  M-52  to  the  downtown  area  and  turn  left  on  W. 
Middle  St.  Any  attendance  will  be  appreciated. 

We  are  also  asking  tribal  members  to  support  our  effort  in  demanding  an 
impact  study  be  done  on  this  property  before  further  development  is  done. 
Any  suggestions  which  would  help  preserve  this  prehistoric  and  historic 
site  will  be  welcome.  Thank  you  for  your  support. 

Sincerely, 

Linda  Nimke  and  Celeste  Balogh 
Contacts : 

Linda  Nimke 
16333  Lowery  Rd. 

Chelsea,  MI  48118  (313)475-7449 
Celeste  Balogh 
236  E.  Middle  St. 

Chelsea,  MI  48118  (313)475-2565  or  (313)475-7449 
Fax:  (313)475-0011 


John  Norder 

Museum  of  Anthropology 
4009  Museums 
University  of  Michigan 
Ann  Arbor,  MI  48109 


e-mail : jwn@umich . edu 
office: (313)764-0485 
: (313)764-2293 


- — "RE:  Native  Youth  Movement"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Apr  1997  18:04:41  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Native  Youth  Movement  press  release 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-: 

April  24,  1997  NYM  Press  release 

[Although  their  occupation  of  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  office  in  Vancouver 
is  over,  the  concerns  of  the  Native  Youth  Movement  remain.  Some  of  these 
are  articulated  in  their  Press  Release  of  April  17,  1997  --  S.I.S.I.S.] 

The  Native  Youth  Movement,  as  well  as  native  youth  from  many  other  nations, 
are  here  in  opposition  to  the  BCTC  treaty  process  in  this  time  of  political, 
spiritual,  economical  and  environmental  uncertainty. 

Our  current  leaders  are  undermining  their  fiduciary  duties  and 
responsibilities  to  the  future  generations  of  native  peoples.  We  have  not 
been  informed  as  to  the  debts,  drawbacks  and  rights  we  lose  due  to  the 
atrocious  political  structure  now  in  place,  that  undermined  our  rights  as 
native  people.  This  is  a fraudulent  process  that  will  not  hold  any 
international  status.  This  process  allows  individual  Indian  Act  bands  to 
promote  themselves  as  nations  which  is  not  congruent  with  true  nationhood. 

These  government  selected  Indian  act  chiefs  and  councils  are  making 
backroom  decisions  that  will  effect  all  of  our  peoples.  There  has  been 
zero  to  tokenistic  input  by  youth,  the  ones  who  will  have  to  live  with 
these  "treaties". 

We  the  native  youth  believe  in  the  following; 

(1)  Our  nations  are  indivisible 

(2)  We  have  to  be  fully  consulted  on  all  major  decisions. 

(3)  That  our  peoples  are  absolutely  sovereign. 

(4)  We  represent  a majority  of  our  population  (57%  25  and  under) 

Therefore  the  Native  Youth  Movement  will  not  support  any  treaty 
that  comes  out  of  the  BCTC  process.  We  will  continue  direct  action 
until  the  following  demands  are  met: 

- An  unbiased  coherent  independent  review  to  all  current  treaty 
process  issues  pertinent  to  all  native  youth  in  their  territories. 

- We  demand  a budget  breakdown  of  the  allocations  of  funds  where 
chief  and  council  of  BC  are  concerned. 

- We  demand  to  speak  with  the  chief  negotiators  at  our  discretion. 

- All  native  youth  have  equal  representation  on  all  processes 
concerning  native  affairs. 

We  can  be  contacted  at  cell  phone#  805-8452  Dave 
Phone:  (604)  873-1833  Fax:  (604)  872-1845  Arlene 

All  My  Relations 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink . org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Lil'Wat  Elders'  Statement"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Apr  1997  00:51:32  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Lil'Wat  elders'  statement 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-: 
April  24,  1997  NYM  Press  release 


WHAT  PART  OF  "NO"  DO  YOU  NOT  UNDERSTAND? 


THE  PROVINCIAL  COURTS,  SUPREME  COURT  OF  BC,  SUPREME  COURT  OF  CANADA,  THE 
RCMP,  PREMIER  OF  BC  GLEN  CLARK,  ALL  HIS  MINISTRIES,  THIRD  PARTY  INTERESTS 
AND  NEGOTIATIONS,  MINISTRY  OF  TRANSPORTATION,  MINISTRY  OF  FORESTS, 

MINISTRY  OF  SOCIAL  SERVICES,  CHILD  WELFARE,  MEDICAL  SERVICES  OF  BC,  FISH 
AND  WILDLIFE  ACT,  MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION,  MINISTRY  OF  ENVIRONMENT,  MINISTRY 
OF  NATIVE  AFFAIRS  AND  GAMING:  APPROPRIATION,  EXPROPRIATION  OF  OUR  INHERENT 
LANDS,  HABITATS,  RESOURCES,  ARE  ILLEGAL  THEFTS  AND  IN  VIOLATION  OF  OUR 
SOVEREIGN  INHERENT  RIGHTS! 

NEGOTIATIONS  ARE:  "TREATY  WITHOUT  OUR  CONSENT"  - NULL  AND  VOID,  "SELLOUT", 
"HANDOUTS",  UNDER  THE  TABLE  DEALS  AND  GIVING  UP  OUR  INHERENT  RIGHTS  AND  OUR 
RESPONSIBILITY  TO  THE  CREATOR.  NEGOTIATIONS  MUST  BE  MADE  "NATION  TO  NATION". 
TO  NEGOTIATE  WITHIN  THE  SYSTEM  IS  A CONFLICT  OF  INTEREST! 

NO  CONSENT:  TO  RELINQUISH  OUR  NATIONALITY,  SPIRITUALITY,  LANDS, 
RESOURCES,  OUR  CONSENSUS  AS  A PEOPLE,  OUR  OWN  LAWS  AND  WAY  OF  LIFE. 

THE  LAWS  OF  THE  LANDS  ARE  BINDING.  THE  LAWS  OF  NATURE,  THE  LAWS  OF  THE 
CREATOR  ARE  ABOVE  ALL  OTHER  LAWS.  SOVEREIGN  AS  BORN,  AND  TO  BE,  TO  SELF- 
GOVERN,  SELF-RULE,  SELF  DETERMINE,  AND  SELF  AUTONOMY.  TO  BE  A FREE  PEOPLE. 

LIBERTY  IS  SOVEREIGNTY.  FREE  SPIRIT,  NATIONALITY,  MOTHER  TONGUE,  RIGHT  TO 
VOICE,  MOBILITY,  CHOICE  OF  ECONOMY  AND  TRADE  AND  TO  PROTECT  YOUR  NATION  FROM 
ANY  INTRUDERS  OR  HARM,  TO  LIVE  IN  HARMONY  AND  TO  CO-EXIST. 

TO  HAVE  OTHERS  MAKE  YOUR  DECISIONS  IS  TO  GIVE  UP  YOUR  CONSENT  AND  YOUR 
FREEDOM  OF  CONSCIENCE. 

WHAT  PART  OF  "NO"  DO  YOU  NOT  UNDERSTAND? 

Lahlus(a . k. a . ) Loretta  Pascal,  Tsemhu7qw(a.k.a. )Harold  Pascal  Lil'Wat  Nation 
P.O.  Box  208  Mount  Currie  "BC"  VON  2KO  "Canada" 

Ph:  (604)  894-6640  Fax:  (604)  894-6095  email:c/o  lscroggi@cyberstore . ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink . org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Haudenosaunee/NY  Tax  Situation"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Apr  1997  17:09:05  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Haudenosaunee/NY  tax  situation 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-: 

April  21,  1997 
Buffalo  News 
Buffalo,  NY  14240 

Respectful  greetings  editor: 

I reply  apropos  the  article,  "Chief  sees  pluses  in  deal  with  state",  by 
Gene  Warner.  My  onus  as  Onondaga  Haudenosaunee  mother  of  seven  children 
and  grandmother  of  two,  is  to  plant  the  seeds  of  love,  respect, 
discipline,  and  obeisance  for  themselves,  all  humanity,  their  surroundings 
and  for  the  seven  generations  to  come. 

The  eloquent  verboseness  with  which  Faithkeeper  Lyon's  orates  is  not 
representative  of  the  People  of  the  Onondaga  nation.  His  rhetoric  is  his 
opinion.  The  People  of  the  Onondaga  Nation  have  not  been  duly  informed  or 
consulted  regarding  the  "closed  door"  negotiations  of  NYS  Governor  Pataki's 
Tax  Compact.  It  is  precedent,  that  the  elocution  by  spread  across  the 
floor  of  the  Longhouse  in  order  that  the  People  be  enlightened  and  heeded. 
Unfortunately,  but  not  amazingly,  this  has  not  happened  and  I fear  he  is 
floating  in  a paddleless  canoe. 

Concern  for  the  People  and  the  seven  generations  to  come  is  priority. 
Faithkeeper  Lyon's,  I say  with  respect,  is  obsessed  with  millionaire's 
and  the  future  of  lacrosse  among  our  People.  My  Nation  faces  more 


pressing  solicitude.  Faithkeeper  Lyon's  seat  on  the  global  environmental 
summits  have  borne  no  fruit  for  the  Onondaga  Nation.  I challenge 
Faithkeeper  Lyons  to  poise  his  podium  strategically  in  front  of  our 
"eternal  flame",  the  loving  name  for  which  our  burning  Nation  dump  has  been 
aspersed.  The  burning  inferno  and  contaminated  runoff  of  our  dump  is  choking 
the  natural  aquifers  which  run  through  the  veins  of  the  hills  into  the 
mouths  of  our  People  in  the  village  below.  I know  you  will  stand  tall 
behind  this  environmental  podium  and  the  euphuistic  "fairytales"  with  which 
you  enthrall  the  world,  would  then  hold  a hint  of  truth.  Our  Nation,  our 
elderly,  our  children  need  housing,  water  and  sewage  facilities,  and  a 
recycling  program.  Many  people  of  our  community  have  excellent  ideas 
which  when  presented  to  Council  falls  on  deaf  ears. 

I remind  Faithkeeper  Lyons  that  the  millionaire  business  people  in 
Onondaga  are  controlled  by  the  Council  of  Chiefs.  Millions  of  dollars  are 
flowing  into  the  Onondaga  Nation  People's  treasury.  We  now  have  the  monies 
to  allocate  to  the  many  projects  so  disparately  needed  by  the  People  of  the 
Onondaga  Nation.  Let's  worry  about  our  own  backyard,  the  Onondaga  Nation. 

The  posterity  is  not  money.  Your  enemy,  Faithkeeper  Lyons  are  the  Onondaga 
People  and  the  Confederacy  People  when  they  opt  for  principles  over  dollars, 
integrity  over  corruption,  trustworthiness  over  suspect  and  pride  over 
egotism.  Faith  and  trust  of  the  Flaudenosaunee  destiny  should  have  been 
kept  in  the  hands  of  the  People.  I have  credence  that  the  People  of  the 
Confederacy,  through  the  Great  Law  of  Peace,  were  capable  of  negotiating 
and  obtaining  "control"  over  our  own  economic  plight.  The  Six  Nations 
Confederacy  has  now  been  handed  over  on  a silver  platter  to  the  strong  armed 
muscle  of  Governor  Pataki  and  "Gallant  Piper"  which  lays  abeyant. 

My  sleeves  are  rolled  up  and  as  hard  as  it  is,  I can  still  muster  up  enough 
respect  for  you,  Faithkeeper  Lyons,  to  extend  and  invitation  to  you.  The 
People  of  the  Confederacy  still  maintain  and  possess  respect  and  honor  for  we 
are  Haudenosaunee.  We  are  willing  to  share  a shovel  and  laborious  sweat 
to  help  you  repair  the  damages  inflicted  upon  the  People,  loin  me  and  the 
true  Onondagas  and  the  People  of  the  Confederacy  to  do  some  physical  work 
to  sow  the  seeds  we  were  given  by  the  Creator.  Since  the  state  has  now 
imposed  a thirty  day  planting  season  upon  the  Flaudenosaunee,  we  don't  have 
much  time  left  to  propogate  the  seeds  of  our  "destiny",  Faithkeeper  Lyons. 

The  Confederacy  rootcellar  is  almost  empty  and  if  you  would  turn  around 
and  take  a good  look,  Faithkeeper  Lyons,  you  would  acknowledge  the  fact 
that  we  women  of  the  Confederacy, (the  caretakers  of  the  land)  have  many 
mouths  to  feed. 

Written  with  respect, 

Paula  Hemlock 
Snipe  Clan 
Onondaga  Nation 


Date:  Tue,  22  Apr  1997  01:40:30  -0700  (PDT) 

Subject:  NY  Governor  George  Pataki 's  Tax  Law 

ABORIGINAL  TRADE  AND  COMMERCE  COMMISSION 
518-358-4185 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  4/16/97 

PATAKI 'S  TAX  LAW  HITS  NORTH  COUNTRY  LIKE  A TSUNAMI 

To  date  371  people  have  been  laid  off  from  shops  and  fuel  stations 
affected  by  Governor  Pataki 's  quest  to  Tax  retail  sales  of  products  on 
Mohawk  territory.  These  layoffs  affect  850  family  members.  By  the  end  of 
the  week  it  is  expected  that  another  45  people  will  be  added  to  that  list 
as  the  last  remaining  fuel  stations  and  smoke  shops  close  their  doors  due 
to  lack  of  product. 

This  mass  layoff  represents  a loss  of  approximately  $103,880  per  week  to 
the  North  Country  economy.  That  is  $5,401,760  per  year.  This  figure  can  only 
grow  as  the  ripple  effect  or  the  Tsunami  effect  makes  its  impact.  It  is 
certain  that  if  Pataki 's  tax  law,  enacted  without  consent  of  the  NY 
Legislature,  stays  in  place  the  economic  Tsunami  will  hit  north  country 
communities  surrounding  the  Mohawk  territory,  such  as  Malone,  Massena, 
Cornwall  as  early  as  this  coming  weekend. 

Early  today,  at  day  break  a delegation  from  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribal 
Council,  the  Mohawk  Anti-Tax  Steering  Committee  and  the  Aboriginal  Trade 


and  Commerce  Commission  left  for  Albany  to  meet  with  30  Assembly  Members. 

The  purpose  is  to  educate  law-makers  on  the  situation  developing  in  the 
North  Country.  Such  a trip  is  being  considered  for  Washington  DC  in  order 
to  alert  national  law-makers  that  the  Nation  to  Nation  status  of  the  Mohawk 
Haudenosaunee-US  relationship  continues  to  be  violated  by  NY  State. 

When  asked  if  whether  there  is  support  for  the  Mohawk  situation  among 
Northern  New  Yorkers,  Ray  Cook  of  the  Aboriginal  Trade  and  Commerce 
Commission  stated,  "Well,  our  neighbors  have  a choice,  they  can  be  part 
of  the  solution,  or  they  can  become  part  of  the  problem.  We  all  benefit 
from  our  marketing  of  goods  and  services  to  all  people.  We  have  always 
treated  our  neighbors  with  respect  and  dignity,  we  encourage  them  to  express 
themselves  to  their  Albany  representatives  and  alert  those  reps  to  the  gross 
injustice  taking  place  here  today." 

"RE : Natives  Protest  Across  Canada"  

Date:  25  Apr  1997  20:25:41  GMT 

From:  bghauk@berlin.infomatch.com  (Brian  Hauk) 

Sub j : Natives  protest  across  Canada 

Newsgroups : alt . activism, soc . culture. native, alt . politics .youth, 
alt . activism .youth -rights, alt .politics . radical -left, 
alt . society. resistance, soc . rights . human, can. politics, can. general 
Natives  protest  across  Canada 

from  the  Militant,  vol. 61/no. 18  May  5,  1997 

Natives  protest  across  Canada 

Native  activists  set  up  roadblocks  and  held  demonstrations  across  Canada 
April  17  in  a national  day  of  protest.  In  Ottawa,  demonstrators  backed  up 
traffic  for  nearly  two  miles  with  a checkpoint  in  front  of  the  prime 
minister's  residence  during  morning  rush  hour.  "We  have  no  economic  future 
in  this  country,  and  our  people  are  getting  fed  up  with  it,"  said  Ovide 
Mercredi,  a leader  of  the  national  assembly  of  Indian  chiefs.  Some  of  the 
actions  in  other  provinces  blocked  the  Trans-Canada  Highway.  Protesters 
say  the  government  there  has  done  nothing  to  remedy  the  plight  of  the  810, 
000  Natives  living  in  Canada. 

Meanwhile,  in  New  York  state  four  days  earlier,  200  protesters  blocked  a 
road  near  the  Cattaraugus  Indian  Reservation  in  protest  of  government 
attempts  to  collect  sales  tax  on  gasoline  and  cigarettes  sold  by  Indian 
businesses  to  non-Natives. 


Visit  the  Militant  and  other  communist  net  resources: 

The  Militant 

gopher : //gopher . igc .apc.org:/ll/pubs/militant 
The  Young  Socialists 

http : //pages . prodigy.com/AHSG60C/index . html 
Pathfinder  Press 

gopher://ftp.std . com/ll/ Boo k%20Sellers /Pat hf inder%20Press 

- — "RE:  Lock-Out  at  Onondaga  Longhouse"  - — 

Date:  Mon,  28  Apr  1997  12:23:52  -0400 

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  <mnation@axess . com> 

Sub j : Press  Release:  Lock-Out  at  Onondaga  Longhouse 

UUCP  email 

Press  Release 
April  28,  1997 
Syracuse,  New  York 

On  Saturday  morning,  at  10:45  am,  April  26,  1997,  a large  number  of  Six 
Nations  People  from  Seneca,  Tuscarora,  Mohawk,  and  Onondaga  Nations  were 
locked  out  of  the  Onondaga  Longhouse.  Double  padlocks  were  fastened  to 
the  Onondaga  Longhouse  door.  When  people  began  to  arrive  from  their 
long  distance  travel,  they  were  shocked  to  find  that  they  could  not  meet 


in  the  Longhouse.  During  February  and  March,  1997,  these  Six  Nations 
People  had  met  in  the  Onondaga  Longhouse  about  issues  important  to  each 
of  the  Nations.  Onondaga  is  the  Central  Fire  of  the  Six  Nations.  There 
were  a few  Clan  Mothers  and  Onondaga  Women  who  supported  the  lockout, 
and  sat  next  door  at  the  cookhouse.  One  Clan  Mother  came  out  to  talk 
and  say  that  she  was  sorry  it  was  locked.  When  asked  by  the  People  who 
travelled  there,  "Why  is  the  Longhouse  locked?"  The  Clan  Mother 
replied,  "I'm  sorry,  you  can't  go  in  there,  not  today."  The  Six  Nations 
People  met  anyway  outside  on  the  steps  of  the  Onondaga  Longhouse.  The 
purpose  of  the  meeting  was  information  gathering,  status  of  the  Six 
Nations  Chiefs,  and  the  ongoing  struggle  against  Governor  Pataki's  tax 
agreement  against  the  Six  Nations.  No  disruption  or  violence  occurred. 
The  Clan  Mothers  stayed  next  door  at  the  cookhouse  after  a dialogue  with 
an  Onondaga  woman  from  the  meeting,  but  still  accepted  hand-outs  of 
information  from  this  meeting. 

"RE : Leo  Flenry  of  the  Tuscaroras"  

Date:  Sat,  26  Apr  1997  07:25:11  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Allen  Gabriel  <bfl45@freenet . carleton . ca> 

Sub  j : Leo  Henry  of  the  Tuscaroras 

Mailing  List:  Sovernet-L  <sovernet-l@speakeasy .org> 

She : kon. 

Please  post. 

Nia :wen . . . 


Roiane  Leo  Henry  came  home  to  Tuscarora  last  night  to  find  his  people  had 
begun  the  process  of  rebuilding  his  house,  which  had  been  firebombed  early 
Thursday  morning. 

Citizens  of  the  Tuscarora  Nation  rallied  around  their  chief  and  were  busy 
stripping  damaged  materials  and  preparing  for  the  extensive  renovation 
work  that  will  be  needed. 

But  there  is  only  so  much  they  can  do.  While  they  can  rebuild  the 
structure  of  the  house,  they  can't  replace  the  items  of  sentimental  value 
that  were  destroyed. 

A source  close  to  the  chief,  who  asked  to  remain  anonymous  said,  "The 
people  have  chosen  to  focus  their  energies  and  emotions  on  rebuilding 
rather  than  on  seeking  revenge  for  this  cowardly  attack  on  a man  in  his 
late  60's." 

"By  coming  together  in  this  way,  the  people  are  rejecting  violence  as  a 
way  of  life.  It  was  heartwarming  to  see  the  men,  women  and  children  who 
turned  out  and  were  working  hard  to  clean  things  up  for  their  chief's 
arrival  last  night,"  added  the  source. 

There  will  be  a spaghetti  dinner,  starting  at  5:30  p.m.  on  Monday  April 
28,  1997  at  the  Old  Gym  --  2006  Mt.  Hope  Road,  Tuscarora  (via  Lewiston,  NY 
14092),  for  the  benefit  of  the  Henry  family. 

Contributions,  cards,  etc.,  can  be  sent  to: 

Leo  Henry  Benefit 

c/o  Ray  Henry 

1387  Upper  Mt.  Road 

Tuscarora  Nation 

via  Lewiston,  NY  14092 

Tel:  (716)  297-4907 

Fax:  (716)  297-9528 

"RE;  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Apr  1997  15:54:20  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Seneca  Nation  of  Indians  URGENT  PRESS  RELEASE  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  <mnation@axess . com> 


Subject:  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians  URGENT  PRESS  RELEASE 

HELP!  URGENT!  ALERT! 

PRESS  RELEASE: 

SUSAN  P.  ABRAMS  PRESIDENTIAL  ASSISTANT  TRIBAL  COUNCILLOR 
SENECA  NATION  OF  INDIANS 
ROUT  438  IRVING,  NY  14081 
716/532-4900  EXT. 128 


On  Sunday  April  20,  1997,  a rally  was  held  at  the  route  5&20  juncture, 
which  lead  to  the  closing  of  the  NYS  thruway.  This  rally  was  not  a 
bonafide  sanctioned  protest  by  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians  and  was 
organized  by  non-Indians  and  was  supported  by  Senecas.  The  rally  would 
have  remained  peaceful  had  it  not  been  for  direct  acts  of  aggression  on 
the  part  of  Major  Perez  and  his  goon  squad.  Never  was  there  an  attempt 
by  the  Senecas  or  their  supporters  to  cross  the  line  at  the  Cattaraugus 
Creek  Bridge.  State  police  ventured  onto  the  bridge  in  an  aggressive 
posture  which  was  then  met  by  Senecas  and  their  supporters. 

Governor  Pataki  is  violating  the  sovereignty  of  the  Seneca  Nation  of 
Indians  and  has  imposed  illegal  embargoes  on  heating  and  cooking  fuel. 

He  has  overstepped  his  authority  by  preventing  motor  fuel  to  the  Seneca 
Nation  of  Indians  for  governmental  services  to  our  people  and  prevented 
tribal  members  access  to  motor  fuel  even  though  the  court  orders  have 
stated  the  court  ruling  only  applies  to  the  resale  of  motor  fuel  and 
cigarettes  to  non-Indians.  This  aggression  was  tantamount  to  an  act  of 
war  bringing  aggression  directly  into  Seneca  Territory. 

Pataki  has  attempted  to  strong  arm  and  intimidate  the  Seneca  Nation  of 
Indians  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  New  York  State.  On  April  21, 
1997,  as  of  5:00  am,  well  over  150  New  York  State  Troopers  who  have  been 
directed  by  Governor  Pataki  to  put  this  Nation  under  siege.  Blockades 
have  been  put  up  preventing  egress  and  ingress  to  our  land.  Tribal 
members  have  been  unable  to  get  proper  medical  attention,  dialysis 
patients  were  stopped  from  going  to  the  hospital  for  services  at  the 
borders,  endangering  their  lives,  several  women  were  assaulted  without 
provocation,  an  unknown  number  of  tribal  members  were  assaulted  and 
arrested  earlier  this  morning,  7:00  am,  several  eyewitnesses  revealed 
one  woman,  Angie  Steeprock  was  brutally  beaten  into  unconsciousness  and 
denied  medical  attention  while  NYS  troopers  slammed  her  into  a back  seat 
of  a trooper  vehicle  and  was  observed  as  not  regaining  consciousness, 
her  condition  is  still  unknown,  we  believe  the  excessive  force  is  in 
retaliation  to  Major  Perez's  injuries  yesterday,  our  people  were  unable 
to  get  the  basic  necessities  for  survival.  Up  until  2:30  pm,  this 
Nation  has  been  under  siege  by  what  appeared  to  be  military  occupation 
by  the  National  Guard.  The  media  has  been  kept  off  our  territories  in 
an  attempt  to  keep  these  facts  silent.  President  Michael  Schindler 
states: "We  send  a plea  for  help  to  all  supporters  of  the  Seneca  Nation 
of  Indians  whom  have  attempted  to  maintain  law  and  order  and  resolve 
this  issue  in  a peaceful  manner,  and  he  still  hopes  this  issue  can  be 
resolved  peaceably." 

Fact:  Local  Schools  shut  down  due  to  NYS  Police  Interfering  with  traffic 

1.  Silver  Cree  School  District  - refused  to  send  bus  for  Cattaraugus 
Reservation  Students. 

2.  Gowanda  Central  School  District  - closed  school. 

NYS  Police  are  turning  away  traffic  from  the  Cattaraugus  Reservation  at 
Gowand  and  Irving.  Medical  transport  vehicles  needed  for  dialysis 
patients  were  told  not  to  enter  the  Cattaraugus  Reservation. 

"RE : Rotiskenrakete/Warrior  Society"  

Date:  Mon,  28  Apr  1997  12:13:39  -0400 

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  <mnation@axess . com> 

Sub j : Rotiskenrakete/Warrior  Society  Communique 


UUCP  email 


Rotiskenrakete/Warrior  Society  Communique 

Haudenosaunee  Warrior  Societies  - An  Integral  Part  of  Haudenosaunee 
Governments 

"If  a Nation,  part  of  a Nation,  or  more  than  one  Nation  within  the  Five 
Nations  should  in  any  way  endeavor  to  destroy  the  Great  Peace  by  neglect 
or  violating  its  laws  and  resolve  to  dissolve  the  League  and  the  Great 
Peace,  such  a Nation  of  such  Nations  shall  be  guilty  of  treason  and 
called  enemies  of  the  Confederacy  and  the  Great  Peace.  It  shall  then  be 
the  duty  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  League  who  remain  faithful  to  resolve  to 
warn  the  offending  people,  they  shall  be  warned  once  and  if  a second 
warning  is  necessary,  they  shall  be  driven  from  the  territory  of  the 
League  by  the  War  Chief  and  his  Men."  (Wampum  92) 

"There  shall  be  one  War  Chief  for  each  Nation  and  their  duties  shall  be 
to  carry  messages  for  their  Chiefs  and  to  take  up  arms  in  case  of 
Emergency.  They  shall  not  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
council,  but  shall  watch  its  progress  and  in  case  of  an  erroneous  action 
by  a Chief,  the  War  Chief  shall  receive  the  complaints  of  the  people  and 
convey  the  warnings  of  the  women  to  him.  The  People  who  wish  to  convey 
messages  to  the  Chiefs  of  the  League  shall  do  so  through  the  War  Chief 

of  their  Nation.  It  shall  always  be  his  duty  to  lay  the  cases, 

questions  and  propositions  of  the  people  before  the  Council  of  the 
League. " (Wampum  37) 

Adodarho  and  the  Chief  Statesmen  are  responsible  for  promoting  peace, 
not  war.  If  the  territory  of  the  Confederacy  is  threatened,  the 

authority  to  defend  the  people  is  transferred  to  the  War  Chiefs.  The 

title  names  of  the  Chief  Confederate  War  Chiefs  shall  be: 

Ayonwehs,  War  Chief  under  Tekarihoken  - Mohawk 
Kahonwahdironh , War  Chief  under  Odatshedeh  - Oneida 
Ayendes,  War  Chief  under  Adodarhoh  - Onondaga 
Wenenhs,  War  Chief  under  Kekaenyonh  - Cayuga 
Shoneradowaneh,  War  Chief  under  Skanyadariyo  - Seneca 

The  women  heirs  of  each  head  title  shall  be  the  heirs  of  the  War  Chief's 
title  of  their  respective  Chief  Statesmen.  The  War  Chiefs  shall  be 
selected  from  the  eligible  sons  of  the  female  families  holding  the  head 
titles . 

All  of  the  traditional  males  within  the  Confederacy  are  Warriors.  The 
understanding  of  the  word  "rotiskenrahkehteh"  is  'the  burden  of 
peacekeeping  and  harmony  is  our  men'.  The  responsibilities  of  the  men 
includes  acting  as  grandfathers,  fathers,  brothers,  and  uncles  to  all  of 
the  people,  from  the  youngest  to  the  oldest.  There  are  many  duties  such 
as  teaching,  public  speaking,  protecting  human  rights,  in  other  words  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  people.  They  must  work  to  provide  for  the 
people.  Today,  that  means  a shift  from  land  based  projects  such  as 
agriculture,  hunting  and  fishing  that  are  now  insufficient,  to  capital 
based  projects.  The  Warrior  Society  is  actually  the  power  of  the  people 
in  action.  Many  times  they  have  had  to  respond  to  deadly  confrontations 
with  the  American  and  Canadian  police  forces  and  even  armies.  During 
those  times,  they  have  reacted  with  consideration,  control  and 
discipline. 

The  Warriors/Rotiskenrahkehteh  are  also  protectors  of  the  Haudenosaunee 
People  of  the  Longhousej  protectors  of  the  Kaianerekowa  - the  Iroquois 
Constitution.  It  is  the  collective  responsibility  to  our  future 
generations  that  our  ways  always  continue.  The  People  govern  themselves 
by  consensus  as  is  described  in  the  Constitution,  a constitution  over  a 
thousand  years  old.  It  is  democracy  in  its  truest  sense.  The  American 
and  Canadian  systems  of  elective  politics  still  has  not  developed  to 
this  stage  of  equality  and  human  freedom,  within  a context  of  mutual 
respect  for  all  life  in  the  universe. 

Among  the  various  checks  and  balances  designed  to  prevent  the  abuses  of 
power  is  the  division  of  our  system  into  two  equal  parts,  the  Women's 
Society  and  the  Men's  Society.  Each  has  separate  functions  and 
responsibilities,  though  the  final  political  decision  principles  remain: 
Skennen,  Ioriwiio,  Kasastensera,  Tekaiehnawakon  - Peace,  Righteousness, 
Strength,  and  Unity.  The  power  of  the  body  and  mind  cannot  dominate. 


Domination,  dependence,  and  therefore  inequality  is  not  our  way. 

"The  lineal  descent  of  the  people  of  the  Five  Nations  shall  run  in  the 
female  line.  Women  shall  be  considered  the  progenitors  of  the  Nation. 

They  shall  own  the  Land  and  the  Soil.  Men  and  Women  shall  follow  the 
status  of  their  mother ." (Wampum  44) 

These  responsibilities  continue  today.  The  Women  of  the  Confederacy 
have  a responsibility  for  the  land  and  the  soil.  They  care  for  and 
nurture  our  greatest  asset,  our  children.  They  are  also  responsible  for 
selecting  our  Roitaner  - Chiefs.  Today  the  women  also  bear  the  weight 
of  the  Nations  working  to  free  themselves  from  oppression;  Nations 
working  to  take  their  rightful  place  within  the  Confederacy. 

So,  the  responsibility  of  Warriors  and  Women  is  an  honorable  task.  Do 
not  allow  anyone  to  deter  you  from  what  the  Kaianerekowa  has  provided 
for  us  in  the  pursuit  of  justice,  harmony  and  survival.  There  will  be 
much  negativity  attached  to  being  a Warrior  but  the  strength  of  the 
Women's  support  will  overcome  any  rough  waters  that  may  arise.  When 
there  is  balance,  there  is  strength. 

"RE : AIM:  Seneca  Tobacco  and  Fuel  Tax"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Apr  1997  20:05:54  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "C.  Anthony  Harding"  <Harding6@worldnet . att . net> 

Sub j : Seneca  Tobacco  and  Fuel  Tax  Situation 

Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

This  is  a press  release  from  the  American  Indian  Movement  in  Cleveland,  OH 
Dated  Monday  April  21,  1997: 

Cattaraugus  Indian  Reservation  - On  Sunday  April  20,  1997  a group  of  1,000 
peaceful  Seneca  protesters  shut  down  the  New  York  Thruway.  This  protest 
turned  into  a violent  confrontation  after  New  York  State  Troopers  attempted 
to  forcefully  remove  the  protesters  with  the  use  of  pepper  mace  and  batons. 

The  protest  is  for  the  violation  of  the  Sovereign  treaty  rights  of  the 
Seneca  Nation.  Governor  Pataki's  tax  policy  is  to  force  the  Senecas  to 
collect  sales  tax  on  gasoline  and  cigarettes  sold  on  their  reservation 
land.  The  state  of  New  York  has  cordon  off  the  entire  region  and  are 
arresting  any  native  American  Indian  attempting  to  enter  or  leave  the 
regional  Several  individuals  attempting  to  walk  out  of  the  area  to  get  to 
their  place  of  employment  have  been  arrested  and  subject  to  abuse  at  the 
hands  of  officials.  At  this  time  a temporary  restraining  order  has  been 
issued  to  allow  heating  oil  only  into  the  region.  Failure  of  the  Senecas 
to  sign  an  agreement  with  the  state  of  New  York  that  violates  their  treaty 
rights  have  resulted  in  massive  unemployment  on  the  reservation  and 
hardships  for  the  small  business  owners.  No  news  reports  have  been 
broadcast  or  printed  due  to  the  black  out  by  the  state  officials. 

Thousands  of  motorists  that  have  been  diverted  off  the  Thruway  believe  the 
cause  to  be  road  work.  Road  work  it  is,  but  it's  not  being  conducted  by 
the  State  Employees 

We  were  asked  to  post  this  for  your  information.  Anyone  wishing  more 
information  can  E-mail  me. 

Thank  you 

"RE;  AIM  Protest  for  Dine'"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Apr  1997  19:59:16  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : AIM  PROTEST  (for  widest  dissemination) 

UUCP  email 

AMERICAN  INDIAN  MOVEMENT 

SOVEREIGNTY  SOBRIETY  SUPPORT  SPIRITUALITY 
NATIONAL  WEEKEND  FOR  UNITY  AND  SOLIDARITY 
FOR  DINE  (NAVAHO)  ELDERS  AT 
BIG  MOUNTAIN,  ARIZONA 


MAY  9,  10,  11  1997 

EAGLE  ROCK  PARK 

LOS  ANGELES,  CALIFORNIA 

Stop  forced  relocation  of  2,000  Dine  People  at  Big  Mountain,  Arizona  to 
radioactive  contaminated  land  and  substandard  tract  housing.  Help  them  to 
live  in  peace  on  their  sacred  ancestral  land  and  to  continue  their 
traditional  way  of  life  in  a safe  and  familiar  environment. 

Congress  has  spent  over  $350  million  tax  dollars  to  steal  the  sacred 
lands  at  Big  Mountain  from  the  Dine  and  Hopi  people,  because  energy 
companies  want  the  coal,  oil  and  uranium  they  contain.  Strip  mines  scar 
the  land  and  slurry  lines  have  pumped  26  billion  gallons  of  water  from  the 
ground,  causing  springs  and  wells  to  dry  up.  In  1974,  with  the  passing  of 
the  infamous  "Relocation  Act",  (P.L.  93-531)  10,000  Dine  were  forced  from 
their  homeland. 

The  "new  land"  for  resettling  relocatees  are  contaminated  by  radiation 
from  waste  piles  of  uranium  ore  and  the  nation's  largest  radioactive  spill 
(4,000  of  the  original  relocatees  are  dead),  which  also  is  contaminating 
tributaries  to  the  Colorado  River.  Birth  defects  and  radiation  poisoning 
have  plagued  the  relocatees  for  years.  The  Dine,  Hopi  and  all  Native 
Peoples  are  guardians  of  the  land.  We  remember  what  Americans  have 
forgotten.  If  we  lose,  America  loses. 

We  ask  supporters  to  organize  press  conferences,  marches,  rallies,  video 
showings,  prayer  vigils,  mass  phone  calling  and  faxing  to  President 
Clinton  (fax:  202-456-2461),  non-violent  civil  disobedience  activities 
throughout  the  streets  of  America. 

Your  support  will  help  safeguard  the  lives  of  Dine  elders,  who  have 
their  First  Amendment  right  to  live  in  peace  on  their  sacred  ancestral 
land  like  any  other  human  being. 

(signed) 

Clyde  Bellecourt,  AIM  Grand  Governing  Council 

Carole  Standing  Elk, Executive  Director,  AIM,  Northern  California 
Fern  Mathias,  Executive  Director,  AIM,  Southern  California 

"RE : Shiloh/Indian  Burial  Site"  - 

Date:  Thu,  24  Apr  1997  12:14:27  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Dswordy@aol.com 

Sub j : Shiloh/Indian  burial  site 

UUCP  email 

Plans  expected  to  be  announced  next  month  to  save  Shiloh  National 
Military  Park  from  riverbank  erosion  may  only  call  for  more  studies. 

The  Tennessee  River's  constant  pounding  against  the  shores  at  the 
nation's  second-oldest  battlefield  has  endangered  a Mississippian-era 
Indian  mound.  Some  groups  say  a multiagency  plan  expected  May  1 won't  do 
enough  to  save  the  park. 

"I've  heard  promises  before,"  said  Derry  Lessenberry,  a spokesman  for 
the  Sons  of  Confederate  Veterans.  "I'm  not  so  sure  about  this.  If  all 
they  want  to  do  is  study  it  some  more,  then  I'm  against  it.  We've  done 
enough  studying.  Every  bit  that  washes  away  is  a little  bit  of  our 
heritage . " 

Becky  Yahola,  chairwoman  of  the  Tennessee  Commission  on  Indian  Affairs, 
said  a study  was  conducted  in  1984  that  recommended  $6  million  in  repairs. 
Those  recommendations  were  never  funded. 

Frank  Catroppa  of  the  National  Park  Service's  regional  office  in  Atlanta 
said  tight  budgets  can  be  blamed  for  the  lack  of  action.  However, 
interest  in  Shiloh  by  U.S.  Sens.  Bill  Frist  and  Fred  Thompson  and  U.S. 

Rep.  Van  Hilleary  will  most  likely  give  the  project  more  priority. 

The  study  will  probably  call  for  drilling  into  the  mound,  which  sits 
dangerously  close  to  the  edge  of  a 100-foot-high  bluff. 

"I  don't  want  them  to  do  it  at  all.  I think  I would  be  speaking  for  all 
the  native  people  in  Tennessee  because  to  me  that's  the  same  as 
disturbing  a burial,"  Yahola  said. 


"RE : Amitie  Lubicons-Quebec"  

From:  "SCHWARZBAUER  PETER"  <H440T4@edvl . boku . ac . at> 

Date:  Fri,  25  Apr  1997  08:06:04  MET-1MEST 

Sub j : Amitie  Lubicons-Quebec  reply  to  Daishowa 

UUCP  email 

Amitie  Lubicons-Quebec  reply  to  the  DMI  letter 


28  March  1997 
Mr  Tom  Hamaoka 

Daishowa-Marubeni  International 
1095  West  Pender  Street,  ste  1700 
Vancouver  BC 
V6E  2M6 

Sir, 

We  would  like  to  respond  to  your  letter  of  January  31  which  you  sent  us 
through  your  General  Manager,  lames  P Morrison.  Although  we  thank  you  for 
your  response,  we  were  greatly  disappointed  that  you  chose  not  to  give 
your  personal  attention  to  our  requests  on  a matter  as  important  as  the 
survival  of  the  Lubicon  Lake  Crees.  Flaving  taken  the  time  necessary  to 
consider  the  assertions  of  Mr.  Morrison  carefully,  we  would  like  to  reply 
to  the  many  questions  they  raise. 

Mr.  Morrison,  representing  your  company,  underlines  the  "goodwill"  of 
DMI ' s "voluntarily  refraining  from  harvesting  in  the  Lubicon  area  of 
concern",  but  ignores  the  enormous  efforts  the  Lubicons  and  their 
supporters  have  made  to  prevent  you  from  accessing  and  logging  the  area. 

We  believe  that  it  is  these  efforts  which  protected  the  boreal  forest  in 
Lubicon  territory  and  not  any  charitable  concession  or  "voluntary"  good 
will  on  your  part. 

It  is  important  to  respond  to  your  point  about  "other  commercial 
activities  underway  . . . for  many  decades"  in  this  territory,  by  pointing 
out  that  your  company,  whether  Mr.  Morrison  likes  it  or  not,  has  also 
participated  in  these  activities  which  have  so  greatly  affected  Cree 
society.  Brewster  Construction,  at  that  time  a wholly  owned  subsidiary  of 
Daishowa  Canada  Company  Ltd,  cut  trees  on  Cree  land  in  1990  and  planned  to 
continue  in  the  fall  of  1991.  Today,  the  cumulative  effects  of  almost  20 
years  of  pillage,  first  by  the  petroleum  and  then  by  the  forestry 
industries,  have  resulted  in  a radical  dislocation  of  Cree  society  and  a 
deterioration  of  its  social  fabric  so  pronounced  that  it  has  become  all 
but  unrecognizable. 

In  such  circumstances,  that  individuals  from  the  Cree  community  have 
(freely?)  chosen  "direct  employment"  and  wages  in  the  primary  sector  only 
bears  witness  to  the  difficulty  of  a situation  which  continues  to  unfold 
without  the  participation  of  the  first  inhabitants  of  the  territory,  the 
Lubicon  Lake  Crees.  Since  1980,  as  the  community  has  slipped  towards 
economic  ruin,  almost  nine  billion  dollars  in  petroleum  resources  have 
been  extracted  from  the  territory,  and  this  without  consultation,  without 
the  least  licensing  fee,  and  often  in  the  face  of  express  objection  from 
the  Crees.  What  value  do  the  few  "direct"  jobs  Mr.  Morrison  gestures  to 
have  on  such  a scale? 

In  1983,  after  400  oil  and  natural  gas  wells  were  drilled  within  a 25  km 
radius  of  the  community  of  Little  Buffalo,  Anwar  Barkat  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  wrote  to  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada  claiming  that 
the  actions  of  the  Alberta  government  and  dozens  of  oil  companies  in 
Lubicon  territory  "could  have  genocidal  consequences".  Is  it  possible 
today,  almost  15  years  after  this  serious  allegation  and  after  an 
acceleration  of  resource  extraction,  that  the  condition  of  the  Lubicon 
Lake  Crees  could  have  improved  to  such  an  extent  that  the  large-scale 
logging  operations  on  Lubicon  territory  contemplated  by  your  company  no 
longer  pose  a threat  to  their  survival? 

After  visiting  the  community  of  Little  Buffalo  and  the  Lubicon  territory 
in  August  1996,  we  formed  the  contrary  opinion  that  your  logging  would  be 


the  last  straw.  We  intend  to  prevent  this  last  straw  from  being  pulled  at 
all  costs.  It  is  intolerable  that  your  company  lets  this  threat  hang  over 
the  heads  of  the  Crees  from  one  year  to  the  next,  a threat  which 
constitutes,  according  to  the  Lubicon  elder  Reinie  Zlobin  of  Little  Buffalo, 
the  "final  destruction  of  my  community  and  my  people". 

Despite  Mr.  Morrison's  sermon  on  DMI ' s exemplary  good  will,  you 
personally  announced,  on  19  December  1996,  DMI ' s intention  of  constructing 
a new  $900  million  paper  mill  in  Peace  River  by  2001,  a factory  which  will 
undoubtedly  be  supplied  with  raw  material  from  Lubicon  territory. 

According  to  an  article  published  by  lac  MacDonald  in  the  Edmonton  lournal 
and  the  Calgary  Herald  on  December  20th,  DMI  still  doesn't  have  an 
agreement  with  the  Little  Red  River  Cree  and  Tall  Cree  First  Nations  on 
this  issue.  And  what  about  the  Lubicon  Lake  Crees?  Has  an  agreement  with 
them  been  concluded  to  prevent  their  probable  disappearance  if  your 
project  goes  ahead? 

The  reserve  of  246  square  km  to  which  Mr.  Morrison  alludes  with  so 
little  precision  in  his  letter,  was  the  result  of  negotiations  between  Mr. 
Bernard  Ominayak,  chief  of  the  Lubicon  Crees,  and  Mr.  Don  Getty,  Premier 
of  Alberta  at  the  time.  The  negotiations  were  held  22  October  1988,  in  the 
Albertan  town  of  Grimshaw.  Contrary  to  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Morrison,  the 
Grimshaw  Accord,  and  so  the  reserve  in  question,  was  negotiated  seven 
months  after  the  announcement  made  by  Daishowa  Paper  Manufacturing  Company 
Ltd.  and  the  government  of  Alberta  in  February  1988  about  the  construction 
of  the  Peace  River  mill.  How  then  can  Mr.  Morrison  assert  so  categorically 
that  this  reserve  "has  always  been  set  aside  and  has  never  been  a part  of 
DMI ' s forest  management  area"?  It  must  be  added  - because  Mr.  Morrison 
didn't  think  it  worth  mentioning  - that  the  provisions  of  the  Grimshaw 
Accord  concerning  land  base  and  reserve  were  not  honoured  by  the  Alberta 
government  after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Getty. 

lust  like  you,  we  are  concerned  for  DMI ' s "employees  and  their  families". 
However,  we  are  also  concerned  for  the  Lubicon  Lake  Cree  families  who  have 
had  to,  and  still  have  to,  bear  the  daily  consequences  of  your  actions,  or, 
in  this  case,  your  inaction.  If  DMI  is  indeed  interested  in  the  well-being 
of  its  employees  and  their  families,  as  Mr.  Morrison  asserts,  isn't  it 
incumbent  upon  you  to  make  a public  commitment  not  to  cut  nor  to  buy 
timber  cut  on  Lubicon  lands  until  an  agreement  on  territorial  rights 
between  the  Lubicon  Lake  Crees  and  the  governments  of  Canada  and  Alberta 
has  been  negotiated,  and  until  DMI  negotiates  an  accord  to  regulate  its 
forestry  activities  on  Lubicon  territory  with  the  Crees?  Surely  it  is 
simple  enough.  In  one  move,  the  boycott  of  your  products  would  cease  and 
you  would  secure  the  "livelihood  of  many  thousands  of  people  and  their 
families  who  depend  on  [your]  operations,"  as  well  as  the  survival  of  an 
Aboriginal  society.  For  DMI  it  would  make  both  ethical  and  economical 
sense . 

Is  the  "false  propaganda"  Mr.  Morrison  refers  to  ours  or  yours?  For  our 
part,  we  are  fully  prepared  to  correct  all  assertions  which  diverge  from 
the  truth  and  we  would  be  grateful  to  you  for  doing  the  same.  On  the  issue 
of  "the  employees  of  companies  such  as  Daishowa  Inc.  or  Daishowa  America, 
whose  operations  do  not  incorporate  Alberta  wood  products"  it  must  be  said 
that,  according  to  our  understanding,  Daishowa  was  never  made  the  object 
of  a boycott  because  of  the  origin  of  wood  used  in  its  operations.  In  a 
word,  Daishowa  was  boycotted  because  it  refused  to  make  the  commitment 
mentioned  above. 

Until  an  agreement  between  the  Lubicon  Lake  Crees  and  the  governments  of 
Alberta  and  Canada  has  been  signed,  Daishowa  and  logging  constitute  a 
threat  to  this  community  and  its  hopes  for  the  future.  If  Daishowa  cuts  on 
Lubicon  territory  before  negotiations  are  successfully  concluded,  what 
will  remain  to  negotiate  or  to  use  once  negotiations  are  concluded? 

In  response  to  the  assertion  that  Daishowa-Marubeni  International  Ltd, 
is  tied  neither  to  Daishowa  Forest  Products  Ltd.,  Daishowa  Inc,  nor 
Daishowa  America,  may  we  cite  Dudge  Kiteley  of  the  Ontario  Court  who 
asserted  in  her  judgement  of  the  first  instance,  dated  19  May  1995,  that 
it  was  "apparent  that  the  Daishowa  corporate  entities  constitute  a group 
and  are  acknowledged  as  such  by  counsel  for  plaintiff  [Daishowa  Inc.]. 
Materials  produced  by  the  plaintiff  clearly  indicate  that,  for  purposes  of 


corporate  image,  all  of  the  subsidiaries  and  related  companies  are 
described  as  part  of  one  entity."  (p.104)  This  question  will  be  dealt  with 
more  extensively  in  our  correspondence  with  Daishowa  Forest  Products  Ltd. 

According  to  Mr.  Morrison,  "DMI  has  waited  patiently  for  seven  years 
now"  for  a resolution  to  the  dispute  which  pits  the  Crees  against  the 
governments.  The  Crees  themselves  have  waited  58  years.  During  this  time, 
they  have  seen  their  world  crumble  and  their  chances  for  a decent  future 
deteriorate.  Mr.  Morrison  adds,  "unfortunately,  the  remaining  Lubicons 
have  rejected  all  Canadian  Government  land  claim  settlement  offers  to  date 
and  it  is  unknown  when  or  if  a resolution  can  be  found  that  will  satisfy 
their  financial  requirements."  As  someone  who  works  for  a multinational 
which  received  $75  million  in  federal  and  provincial  subsidies  for  its 
Peace  River  mill,  Mr.  Morrison  is  not  exactly  in  the  best  position  to  talk 
about  the  "financial  requirements"  of  others;  all  the  less  so  because  this 
matter  is  none  of  DMI's  - or  its  employees'  - business. 

If  Mr.  Morrison  really  wants  to  convince  us  that  "DMI  is  concerned  about 
the  welfare  of  the  Lubicon  people,"  DMI  will  have  to  make  a public  and 
unequivocal  commitment  not  to  cut  or  nor  to  buy  timber  cut  on  Cree  lands 
until  an  agreement  on  territorial  rights  between  the  Lubicon  Lake  Crees 
and  the  governments  of  Canada  and  Alberta  has  been  concluded,  and  until 
DMI  has  negotiated  an  agreement  regulating  its  forestry  practices  on 
Lubicon  territory  with  the  Crees.  This  is  what  the  Lubicons  have  always 
demanded  and  this  is  what  we  are  asking  you  again. 

We  believe  that  your  refusal  to  make  such  a commitment  is  greatly  to  the 
detriment  of  the  Lubicon  Lake  Crees,  as  well  as  to  your  own  interests  in 
Alberta,  Manitoba,  BC,  Quebec,  Washington  state,  Australia  and  elsewhere. 
We  urge  you,  Mr.  Hamaoka,  to  do  what  is  just  and  responsible  towards  the 
"remaining"  Lubicons;  otherwise  we  will  continue  our  public  awareness 
campaign  here  in  Quebec. 

We  look  forward  to  your  response  to  our  questions. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Marc  Drouin 

for  the  Amitie  Lubicons-Quebec  campaign, 
cc  Lubicon  Lake  Cree  Nation 
Friends  of  the  Lubicon  (Toronto) 

Daishowa  Paper  Manufacturing  Company  Ltd. 

Daishowa  Forest  Products  Ltd. 

"RE : Nuclear  Testing  on  Shoshone  Territory"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Apr  1997  07:28:53  -0500 
From:  "Kathie  Tennery"  <cwpub@visuallink. com> 

Sub j : (Fwd)  Re:  U.S.  Nuclear  Testing  on  W.  Shoshone  Territory  April 

Forwarded  Message  Follows  

From:  IAN  D ZABARTE  <zabarte@nevada . edu> 

Subject:  Re:  U.S.  Nuclear  Testing  on  W.  Shoshone  Territory  April  1997 

THE  WESTERN  SHOSHONE  GOVERNMENT  CHARGES  U.S. 

FOR  VIOLATING  BASIC  HUMAN  RIGHTS  AS 
U.S.  ANNOUNCES  ILLEGAL  NUCLEAR  TESTING 
ON  WESTERN  SHOSHONE  TERRITORY 
APRIL  1997 


The  Western  Shoshone  government  brought  several  issues  to  the  U.N. 
Human  Rights  Commission  in  Geneva  criticizing  the  U.S.  human  rights 
record  regarding  Western  Shoshone  freedom  of  religion  and  protection 
of  Western  Shoshone  health  and  environment.  The  Western  Shoshone 
government  "cannot  stress  enough  the  reasons,  why  we  continue  to 
strongly  oppose  U.S.  nuclear  activities  within  our  territory,"  Chief 
Raymond  Yowell  said. 

In  1863  the  U.S.  government  entered  into  a "relationship  of  peace  and 
friendship"  secured  by  the  rule  of  law  in  the  form  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ruby  Valley.  The  Treaty  granted  specific  rights  to  the  U.S.  at  the 
time  that  it  was  negotiated.  Since  then  many  changes  have  taken 
place.  New  technologies  and  weapons  of  war  have  been  developed  on  the 


lands  and  backs  of  the  Western  Shoshone  people. 

The  Western  Shoshone  government  has  made  numerous  and  continuous 
efforts  to  resolve  our  grievances  with  the  U.S.  on  a nation  to  nation 
basis,  to  no  avail.  In  1934  the  U.S.  created  reservation  puppet 
governments  under  title  25  U.S.C.  with  control  of  the  reservation  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  In  an  effort  to  resolve  Western 
Shoshone  land  and  rights  grievances  in  its  favor,  the  U.S.  is 
attempting  to  negotiate  a major  settlement  with  the  reservation 
governments  of  its  creation,  simultaneously  being  an  opponent  of  and 
self  proclaimed  trustee  for  these  reservations . These  actions  attempt 
to  avoid  the  true  government  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  and 
complete  a transaction  for  the  sale  of  the  vast  majority  of  Western 
Shoshone  Territory. 

The  high  preachments  of  the  U.S.  for  self  determination  for  Native 
Americans  are  based  on  conflict  of  interest,  are  disingenuous  to 
justice  for  Native  American  peoples,  and  are  part  of  the  sermonizing 
lip  service  meant  to  brush  off  the  legitimate  land  and  rights 
grievances  brought  by  the  Western  Shoshone  government.  The  U.S.  has 
thus  far  refused  to  engage  in  anything  that  would  approach  the 
establishment  of  honorable  nation  to  nation  negotiations  with  the 
Western  Shoshone  National  Council. 

The  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  cannot  ignore  the  fact  that  the 
U.S.  lacks  the  moral  high  ground  to  lecture  the  rest  of  the  world  on 
human  rights  while  it  continues  to  victimize  the  Western  Shoshone 
Nation.  1054  U.S.  nuclear  weapons  tests  have  been  conducted  within 
our  territory  in  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Ruby  Valley.  We  are  the 
most  bombed  nation  in  the  World.  The  U.S.  has  turned  its  back  on  the 
responsibility  of  protecting  human  rights  and  chosen  instead  to  rape 
the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  of  its  mineral  resources;  gold,  silver, 
copper,  oil,  etc.  The  remains  of  our  ancestors  and  other  cultural 
objects  are  part  of  the  theft  of  our  national  heritage  by  the  U.S. 
government  for  use  in  university  cultural  research  studies  and  state 
museums . 

The  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  will  continue  to  raise  the 
issue  of  land  and  rights  grievances  in  the  U.N.,  E.P.,  O.A.S.  and  in 
the  U.S.  courts  on  a limited  basis.  Currently,  we  have  a case  in  the 
U.S.  Ninth  Circuit  Court  to  address  protection  of  Western  Shoshone 
title:  WESTERN  SHOSHONE  INTERVENTION,  U.S.  v.  NYE  COUNTY 
(CV-S-95-232-LDG)  to  ten  million  acres  of  land  which  includes  the 
Nevada  Nuclear  Test  Site,  the  first  proposed  repository  for  American 
commercial  high  level  nuclear  waste  to  be  located  for  the  next 
250,000  years  at  Yucca  Mountain,  Area  51,  Nellis  Air  Force  Bombing 
and  Gunnery  Range,  and  the  Tonopah  Test  Range.  Raymond  Yowell,  Chief 
of  the  Western  Shoshone  National  Council  remain,  "...ready  to  engage 
the  U.S.  at  the  highest  political  level  in  an  effort  to  right  the 
wrongs  of  the  past,  and  prevent  the  wrongs  of  tomorrow" . 

"RE : Outlaw  Native  Warrior  Societies"  

Date:  Sun,  20  Apr  1997  13:19:10  -0700 

From:  Manitoba  Warriors  Online  <manitoba@canadamail . com> 

Sub j : Attempt  to  outlaw  Native  Warrior  societies 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native; alt . native 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-: 

Canada  is  proposing  legislation  that  will  attempt  to  outlaw  Native 
Warrior  societies  by  labelling  them  organized  crime  organizations.  They 
will  define  a Native  Warrior  society  as  organized  crime,  because  it  is 
more  than  five  people  who  are  organized  against  the  government.  This 
will  also  extend  to  protestors  of  any  sort  who  demonstrate  against 
pretty  much  anything,  includung  logging,  land  rights,  ect. 

The  sweeping  new  legislation  will  give  the  police  more  powers  to 
tap  phones,  restrict  Native  leaders  movements,  and  make  it  difficult  for 
anyone  to  form  groups  that  may  be  opposed  to  the  governments  of  Canada's 


actions.  The  laws  are  being  brought  in  to  counter  gang  violence  in 
Canada,  but  top  lawyers  have  suggested  that  it  is  broad  enough  to  cover 
Native  protestors.  Will  post  more  info  in  the  near  future  outlining  the 
legislation,  but  a quick  search  for  the  justice  department  of  Canada 
should  have  info  in  their  new  releases  section. 

THE  GLOBE  AND  MAIL  News  Wire 
BY  RHAL  SGUIN 

QUEBEC--Police  forces  in  Canada  would  get  powerful  new  tools  to  crack 
down  on  organized  crime  under  proposed  changes  to  the  Criminal  Code 
unveiled  yesterday  by  federal  Justice  Minister  Allan  Rock. 

But  civil-rights  groups  fear  the  new  police  powers  could  be  used  to 
reduce  the  civil  liberties  of  organizations  such  as  environmental  and 
native  groups  involved  in  political  protest. 

Linder  the  bill  tabled  yesterday  in  Parliament,  police  would  get  access 
to  the  income-tax  information  of  anyone  suspected  of  being  part  of  a 
criminal  organization- -a  move  unprecedented  for  non-drug  offences. 

Police  also  would  be  given  powers  to  request  peace  bonds  to  limit  the 
freedom  of  movement  of  people  suspected  of  leading  criminal 
organizations.  Breach  of  a peace  bond's  conditions  would  be  an 
indictable  offence. 

As  well,  changes  to  the  Criminal  Code  would  make  it  easier  for  police 
to  obtain  search  warrants  and  seize  proceeds  of  organized  crime,  and 
would  allow  for  greater  electronic  surveillance  of  suspects  by 
eliminating  the  need  for  police  to  demonstrate  that  such  surveillance  is 
a "last  resort"  in  investigations. 

Mr.  Rock  stopped  short  of  making  it  an  offence  simply  to  be  a member  of 
a criminal  organization,  as  demanded  by  the  Quebec  government  and 
municipal  leaders,  who  want  Ottawa  to  end  the  gang  war  in  the  Montreal 
and  Quebec  City  region.  He  said  the  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms  does 
not  allow  for  such  drastic  action. 

However,  he  reduced  the  obstacle  presented  by  the  Charter  by  defining 
the  term  "criminal  organization"  and  making  it  illegal  for  a person  to 
be  a member  of  such  a group  if  he  or  she  commits  a crime  for  the  benefit 
of  the  group.  An  offender  would  be  sentenced  both  for  the  crime  and  for 
participating  in  organized-crime  activity.  The  sentences  would  be  served 
consecutively. 

The  changes  would  define  a criminal  organization  as  "any  group, 
association  or  other  body  consisting  of  five  or  more  persons,  whether 
formally  or  informally  organized,  having  as  one  of  its  primary 
activities  the  commission  of  an  indictable  offence  . . . for  which  the 
maximum  punishment  is  imprisonment  for  five  years  or  more." 

An  accused  found  guilty  of  participating  in  a criminal  organization 
would  receive  a maximum  of  14  years  in  prison. 

The  proposals  would  provide  tougher  sentences  for  crimes  when  related 
to  criminal  organizations  and  would  place  greater  restrictions  on  the 
parole  eligibility  of  individuals  involved  in  such  crimes. 

The  bill  also  includes  a maximum  sentence  of  14  years  for  possession  of 
explosives  for  a criminal  organization's  activities.  This  measure  is  in 
response  to  the  increasing  number  of  bombings  in  the  Quebec  City  area  of 
bars  owned  by  rival  motorcycle  gangs. 

Mr.  Rock  said  the  bill  is  only  the  first  in  a series  of  steps  the 
government  is  considering  to  counter  the  gang  wars  in  Quebec  and  the 
threat  of  the  rivalry  spreading. 

Alan  Borovoy  of  the  Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Association  underlined  the 
dangers  in  creating  powers  aimed  at  fighting  organized  crime  that  could 
become  available  to  police  to  be  used  against  other  groups  in  society 
that  employed  civil  disobedience  to  promote  legitimate  causes. 

The  use  of  peace  bonds,  Mr.  Borovoy  said,  could  be  used  against  people 
who  had  not  been  convicted  of  any  gang-related  offence.  They  could  be 
subjected  to  restrictions  on  their  associations  on  the  basis  of  what  the 
bill  calls  reasonable  grounds  to  believe  a person  will  commit  a 
gang-related  offence. 


S.I.S.I.S. 


Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis(a)envirolink . org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<maj or domo@speakeasy.org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Little  Cedar  Mountain"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Apr  1997  18:04:56  -0700 
From:  Standing  Bear  <wlehr@sprynet . com> 

Sub j : Little  Cedar  Mountain,  TN 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Greetings  Native  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

For  many  years,  there  has  a voice  of  our  Ancestors  crying  in  the 
Tennessee  Valley,  crying  because  there  was  no  one  here  to  keep 
developers  from  ripping  open  their  burial  sites,  and  forcing  their 
spirits  to  return  from  the  Darkening  Land. 

Seven  years  ago,  children  of  mixed  blood  parents  came  together  to  honor 
the  mother  of  us  all  and  to  stop  the  mindless  slaughter  of  the  trees  and 
the  creatures  that  make  them  a home. 

Now,  the  Megalithic  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  plans  to  divest  itself  of 
land  properties  claimed  under  eminent  domain  by  soliciting  developers, 
who  will  rape  our  Mother  Earth  for  a profit. 

Once  upon  a time  there  warriors  among  the  Cherokee  willing  to  lay  down 
their  lives  for  the  sovereignty  of  the  Real  People.  But  due  to  division 
caused  by  the  Invaders,  the  warrior  came  to  be  called  renegades,  outlaws 
and  Chicamaugans  - for  their  leader.  Dragging  Canoe  saw  what  was  to 
become  of  his  people  and  left  his  mother  and  father  and  settled  along 
Chickamauga  Creek  in  what  later  became  Chattanooga.  Some  of  his 
descendants  still  live  in  this  area,  and  some  these  still  proudly  claim 
their  Cherokee  heritage,  despite  the  taunts  of  'wannabes'  from  other 
quarters . 

We  modern  Chicamaugans  want  the  land  TVA  (Tennessee  Valley  Authority) 
is  selling,  not  for  development,  not  for  Bingo  or  Casinos,  but  for  a 
lasting  memorial  to  the  warriors  of  the  Five  Lower  Towns  of  the 
Chickamauga  Cherokee.  We  call  on  our  brother  warriors  and  sisters  in 
the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee,  United  Keetoowah  Band  and  the  Cherokee 
Nation  of  Oklahoma  in  this  Holy  War  against  the  Monster,  TVA  --  the  same 
Monster  that  flooded  Chota  and  the  Mother  Town  and  Nickajack  Town,  the 

same  monster  that  sent  our  old  ones  and  their  babies  packing  on  the 

Trail  Where  they  Cried,  the  same  Monster  that  Dragging  Canoe  fought  as 
well  as  his  father  Attakullakulla , This  same  monster  is  growing  weak  from 
budget  cuts  and  a "national  deficit".  The  time  is  now  to  strike  in  the 
name  of  Yowah  and  our  slaughtered  ancestors. 

Hear  me  all  people  whose  families  were  here  before  Columbus  landed, 
whether  'treatied'  "Indians"  or  despised  "renegades",  whether  mixed  or 
full  blood,  the  time  is  now  to  open  lawsuits  on  the  Monster,  to  open 

fire  in  a legal  war.  From  the  Seven  Directions  at  once. 

We  in  the  Tennessee  River  Band  of  Chicamaugans  are  poor.  We  have  no 
funds  to  fight  the  war.  Hear  me  Real  Americans,  we  can't  fight  against 
the  Monster  alone. 

We  await  your  reply. 

Awananski  (I  have  spoken) 

Raven  David  Brown 
Chief-  TN.  River  Band  of 
Chickamauga  Cherokee 

"RE;  Desecration"  


Date:  Fri,  25  Apr  1997  14:18:50  -0400 


From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 
Sub  j : Desecration 

UUCP  email 

Desecration  of  Another  Native  American  Burial  Site  in  Tennessee 
25  April,  1997 

At  the  Archaeological  Advisory  Council  meeting  in  Nashville  Tennessee 
April  18th,  1997  a report  was  given  by  Tennessee  State  Archaeologist 
Nick  Fielder  about  a cave  located  in  White  County  Tennessee  that  had 
been  desecrated.  Basically,  someone  had  entered  a cave  located  on 
private  property  in  a remote  area  of  White  County  Tennessee  and 
disturbed  a prehistoric  (Native  American)  burial  site.  Under  Tennessee 
law  it  is  illegal  to  do  this  without  the  landowner's  permission 
[TCA- (11-6-109) ] . Therefore,  this  site  was  declared  a crime  scene  and 
the  investigation  begun.  Mr.  Fielder  was  notified  and  after  due 
process,  the  White  County  Sheriff  turned  the  investigation  over  to  Mr. 
Fielder.  When  examined,  it  has  been  reported,  the  site  revealed  a 
number  of  exposed  remains.  A cranium  was  reported  to  have  been  seen  at 
some  point,  but  is  now  missing.  April  26th,  1997  is  when  this 
investigation  is  scheduled  to  continue  under  the  direction  of  a 
archaeologist  from  the  University  of  Tennessee  at  Knoxville.  Our  office 
contacted  the  archaeologist  doing  the  investigation  and  report  and 
learned  that  the  exposed  remains  would  be  removed  and  the  site  secured 
that  day  to  prevent  further  desecration. 

Under  Tennessee  law: 

11-6-116.  Excavation  of  areas  containing  Native  American  Indian  human 
remains  - On-site  representatives. 

(a)  When  a burial  ground  or  other  area  containing  human  remains  of 
native  American  Indians  is  excavated,  representatives  of  Native 
Americans  Indians  shall  have  a right  to  be  present  on  the  site  at  all 
times  excavation  or  treatment  of  such  remains  is  taking  place. 

Therefore,  our  office  made  a request  to  the  UT  office  to  be  present  when 
these  remains  are  removed..  They  relayed  that  would  be  no  problem  and 
invited  us  to  be  present.  However,  Mr.  Fielder  called  me  the  next  day 
and  told  me  that  our  group  would  not  be  allowed  to  be  present  even 
though  the  above  cited  statute  states  otherwise.  We  notified  the 
Tennessee  Commission  on  Indian  Affairs  of  this  situation  and  sought  to 
determine  if  a representative  of  theirs  would  be  there,  but  at  present, 
it  seems  that  none  will  be.  The  representatives  contacted  by  us  to  be 
there  are  both  federally  enrolled,  one  with  the  Eastern  Cherokee  Nation, 
and  were  outraged  to  learn  that  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  be 
present  when  their  ancestors  are  removed.  The  intent  of  the  above  cited 
statute  is  clear  but  is  being  defeated  in  this  instance  and  we  would 
like  to  know  why. 

In  Tennessee,  and  much  of  the  Southeast  the  buying,  selling,  and  trading 
of  Native  American  human  remains  and  burials  goods  is  big  business. 

The  First  Nations  Peoples  are  greatly  dismayed  that  their  ancestors  are 
so  disrespected  by  this  ghoulish  practice,  as  anyone  would  be.  Why  can 
they  not  receive  the  same  degree  of  human  respect  and  dignity  that  other 
races  get?  Why  do  our  government  officials  strive  to  deny  us  this 
dignity,  as  they  have  in  this  case?  I leave  you  with  these  questions 
and  ask  you  to  tell  others  that  we  are  humans  too  and  discourage  the 
business  of  grave  robbing  by  refusing  to  buy  any  native  artifacts  at 
shows  and  flea  markets. 

Michael  Sims  AIM  Middle  Tennessee  Support  Group 

"RE : American  Indian  Veterans  Memorial"  

Date:  27  Apr  1997  23:50:29  GMT 
From:  jisqua@aol.com  (lisqua) 

Sub j : AMERICAN  INDIAN  VETERANS  NATIONAL  MEMORIAL 


Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 


The  American  Indian  Veterans  Memorial  Organization  Phoenix,  Arizona  is 
going  to  build  a memorial  to  American  Indian  Veterans  of  America's  wars. 

The  mission  of  the  American  Indian  Veterans  Memorial  Organization  is  to 
establish  or  cause  a national  Memorial  to  the  American  Indian  Veteran  to 
be  built  and  made  self-sustaining.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  American 
Indians  forming  this  organization  to  assure  that  the  lives  and  blood  of 
their  brothers  and  sisters  be  not  forgotten  and  that  some  honor  bestowed 
of  lasting  significance  on  those  American  Indians  who  valiantly  served  our 
country  in  armed  conflict.  Some  of  the  reasons  for  carrying  out  this 
mission  are  as  follows: 

* The  time  is  right  to  recognize  the  indigenous  people  of  the  United 
States  for  their  unique  contribution  in  serving  our  country  in  time  of  was 
and  peace. 

*The  National  memorial  to  American  Indian  Veterans  of  War  has  been  put  on 
hold  by  the  House  Administration  Committee  of  the  United  States  Congress 
for  various  reasons. 

*More  American  Indians  have  died  in  combat  than  any  minority  group, 
although  they  represent  less  than  1%  of  the  total  veteran  population, 
having  about  190,000  American  Indian  Veterans  living  in  the  U.S.. 

WE  have  incorporated  as  a non-profit  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the 
state  of  Arizona  and  have  an  organization  established. 

We  need  help  in  the  form  of  workers  willing  to  help  with  this  project  and 
resolutions  of  support  from  Tribes/Nations,  and  other  groups  to  help  us  in 
acquiring  the  land  we  have  requested  at  the  Indian  School  property  from  the 
City  of  Phoenix,  AZ  I can  be  contacted  at  jisqua@aol.com  or  at  the 
address  of  the  American  Indian  Veterans  Memorial  Organization,  1545.  W. 
Thomas  Rd,  Phoenix  Arizona  85015 
Thanks  Steve  Bison 

"RE : Poem:  The  Great  City  Life"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Apr  1997  16:27:43  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : *The  Great  City  Life* 

UUCP  email 

*The  Great  City  Life* 

Indian ! 

Why  do  you  wander  from  your  reservation 
To  the  whitemans  city? 

To  find  a future? 

To  seek  fortune? 

Or  to  follow  a New  Way  of  life? 

The  city  life. 

Is  not  for  you  Indian! 

For  all  that  it  will  bring  you 
Is  a world  of  shame; 

A shame  that  will  destroy 
The  dignity  and  pride. 

You  had. 

While  you  lived 
On  Indian  land! 

Indian ! 

In  the  city. 

You  will  find 
Whiskey,  beer  and  wine. 

That  will  destroy 
Your  inner  spirit! 


The  city  life  Indian, 

Can  only  bring  you  hardship! 


It  will  strip  you 

Of  the  dignity  and  pride. 

That  made  you  an  Indian, 

While  you  grew  in  strength 
Within  the  Reservation  of  life. 

The  life  of  your  culture  and  beliefs! 

December  27,  1990 

By 


= Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra.net 
= Elko  Indian  Colony 

= Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society  = 
= 1581  Pinenut  Circle,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 
= Phone:  (702)  738-4147  Fax:  (702)  738-7070 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days" 

Date:  97/04/20  04:13 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  <dfsanders@genie.com> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

genie  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  4-10 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

4 

There  was  never  a dreamer,  never  a visionary,  who  did  not  know  the  virtues 
of  nature. 

5 

Find  the  perfect  music  of  the  spirit,  and  know  fulfillment. 

6 

Dance  the  joy  your  heart  feels. 

7 

Feel  the  winds  blowing  through  you,  cleansing  your  spirit  of  all  sorrow. 

8 

The  joyous  heart  has  as  many  blessings  as  the  stars  in  the  sky,  na  hoku. 

9 

Give  me  the  wings  of  a bird,  and  I will  possess  all  the  world! 

10 

My  heart  leaps  with  the  dolphins  in  the  incredible  blue  of  the  ocean. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  1 May  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  24  Apr  1997  15:59:05  -0500 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (John  Berry) 

Sub j : Final  Keepers'  Conference  Update(FWD) 


Here  is  the  final  information  for  the  Keepers  of  the  Treasures 
conference  that  starts  this  Sunday  night.  Please  pass  along  this 
information  (hard  copy  or  email)  to  any  one  you  know  is  attending 
the  conference.  Many  participants  who  have  registered  do  not  have 
email.  Thanks  for  all  the  support!  This  should  be  a fun 
conference,  even  if  I am  right  in  the  middle  of  it. 

Bambi 

"Speaking  with  Our  Ancestors  - Preserving  Our  Native  Languages" 
Keepers  of  the  Treasures:  Cultural  Council  of  American  Indians, 

Alaska  Natives  and  Native  Hawaiians 
Sixth  Annual  Conference  - Anchorage,  Alaska 
April  27  - May  1,  1987 

The  Anchorage  Hilton  Hotel  (500  West  3rd  Avenue) 

AGENDA 

SUNDAY,  APRIL  27,  1997 


6:30  - 9 pm:  WELCOMING  RECEPTION 

(Sponsored  by  Koniag,  Inc.) 

Anchorage  Museum  of  History  and  Art  (121  West  7th  Avenue) . 
Entertainment  by  Pamyua  at  7:15  pm. 

MONDAY,  APRIL  28,  1997 


7:30  am  - 5 pm:  Registration  at  The  Anchorage  Hilton  Hotel 

8:30  am  - 12  noon:  GENERAL  SESSION 

Invocation  by  Mattie  Bodfish,  Inupiaq  Elder,  Wainwright,  Alaska. 

Call  to  Order  by  Pikake  Pelekai  (Hawaiian),  President,  Keepers  of  the 
Treasures.  Welcoming  remarks  by  John  F.C.  Johnson  (Chugach  Alutiiq), 
President,  Keepers  of  the  Treasures-Alaska. 

Welcoming  Remarks  by  Dorothy  Larson  (Inupiat),  Vice  President,  Alaska 
Federation  of  Natives,  Anchorage. 

Featured  Speaker  Alaska  State  Senator  Georgianna  Lincoln  (Athabascan). 
Keynote  Speaker  Rosita  Worl  (Tlingit),  Sealaska  Heritage  Foundation,  Juneau. 
Introduction  of  the  Keepers  of  the  Treasures  Regional  Directors  and  Keepers 
of  the  Treasures-Alaska  Board  Members. 

Introduction  of  Conference  Participants. 

12  noon  - 1:30  pm  LUNCH 

(Sponsored  by  Chugach  Alaska  Corporation.) 

Guest  Speaker  Michael  E.  Krauss,  Director,  Alaska  Native  Language  Center, 
University  of  Alaska  Fairbanks. 

Topic:  "Status  of  Native  Languages  in  North  America." 

1:30  - 3 pm  TWO  CONCURRENT  SESSIONS 

(A)  "Native  Language  Vitality:  The  Current  Status  of  Languages  in  Alaska" 
Facilitator:  Gordon  L.  Pullar  (Kodiak  Island  Alutiiq),  Alaska  KOT  Regional 
Director . 

* Marie  Smith,  (Eyak/Athabascan) , Alaska. 

* James  Nageak  (Inupiaq),  Linguist,  Ilisagvik  College,  Barrow,  Alaska. 

* Moses  Dirks  (Aleut),  Linguist,  Atka,  Alaska  and  Alaska  Federation  of 
Natives . 

Video  Showing:  "More  Than  Words"  by  Chugach  Heritage  Foundation  and  Alaska 
Moving  Images  Preservation  Association. 

(B)  "Tribal  Efforts  to  Maintain  and  Revitalize  Native  Languages" 
Facilitator:  Curley  Youpee  (Assiniboine  & Sioux),  Billings  KOT  Regional 
Director . 

* Mississippi  Choctaw  Tribe,  Mississippi. 

* Seneca  Nation,  New  York. 

* Native  Hawaiian  Program,  Hawaii. 

* Standing  Rock  Sioux,  North/South  Dakota. 

3 - 3:30  pm:  BREAK 

3:30  - 5 pm:  REPEAT  TWO  CONCURRENT  SESSIONS 

(A)  "Native  Language  Vitality:  The  Current  Status  of  Languages  in  Alaska" 
Facilitator:  Gordon  L.  Pullar  (Kodiak  Island  Alutiiq),  Alaska  KOT  Regional 
Director . 

* Marie  Smith,  (Eyak/Athabascan),  Alaska. 

* James  Nageak  (Inupiaq),  Linguist,  Ilisagvik  College,  Barrow,  Alaska. 


* Moses  Dirks  (Aleut) , Linguist,  Atka,  Alaska  and  Alaska  Federation  of 
Natives . 

Video  Showing:  "More  Than  Words"  by  Chugach  Heritage  Foundation  and  Alaska 
Moving  Images  Preservation  Association. 

(B)  "Tribal  Efforts  to  Maintain  and  Revitalize  Native  Languages" 
Facilitator:  Curley  Youpee  (Assiniboine  & Sioux),  Billings  KOT  Regional 
Director . 

* Mississippi  Choctaw  Tribe,  Mississippi. 

* Seneca  Nation,  New  York. 

* Native  Hawaiian  Program,  Hawaii. 

* Standing  Rock  Sioux,  North/South  Dakota. 

5:30  - 8 pm:  BUS  TRIP  to  Eklutna. 

(Tentatively  scheduled  for  30-50  people.) 

TUESDAY,  April  29,  1997 


8:30  - 12:00  noon:  GENERAL  SESSION 
Opening  Prayer  by  Timothy  Begay  (Navajo). 

Premier  Showing:  Keepers  of  the  Treasures-Alaska  Repatriation  Video. 

Panel:  "Cases  in  International  Repatriation" 

Facilitator:  Gordon  L.  Pullar  (Kodiak  Island  Alutiiq),  Alaska  KOT  Regional 
Director . 

* Edward  H.Ayau  (Hawaiian),  Hui  Malama  I Na  Kupuna  0 Hawaii  Nei. 

* Dohn  F.C.  Dohnson,  President,  Keepers  of  the  Treasures-Alaska. 

* Dr.  lens  Peter  Hart  Hansen,  University  of  Copenhagen. 

* Vera  Kingeekuk  Metcalf,  Bering  Straits  Foundation. 

* Gary  Selinger,  University  of  Alaska  Museum. 

* Don  Mullan,  Dublin,  Ireland. 

12:00  - 1:30  pm:  LUNCH 

(Sponsored  by  NANA  Regional  Corporation.) 

Update  from  Connie  Hart  Yellowman  (Cheyenne),  Vice  President,  Keepers  of  the 
Treasures,  on  the  Keepers'  Administration  for  Native  Americans  Grant  on 
International  Repatriation;  and  Featured  speakers  to  "Report  on  Repatriation 
and  the  European  Union,"  by  Don  Mullan,  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  Gary  White  Deer 
(Choctaw),  Muskogee  KOT  Regional  Director,  who  are  the  Co-Executive  Directors 
of  Celts  and  American  Indians  Together  (CAIT). 

1:30  - 3:00  pm:  CONCURRENT  SESSIONS 

(A)  "National  Perspective:  Issues  and  Implications  for  Native  Language 
Communities" 

* Christine  Sims  (Acoma  Pueblo),  Linguistic  Institute  for  Native  Americans, 
Inc . 

* Representative  from  the  American  Indian  Higher  Education  Consortium  to 
provide  information  and  an  update  on  the  White  House  executive  order 
that  will,  among  other  items,  "promote  the  preservation  and  the 
revitalization  of  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  languages  and  cultural 
traditions . " 

(B)  " Implementation  of  1992  NHPA  Amendments" 

Facilitator:  Rena  Martin  (Navajo),  Navajo  KOT  Regional  Director. 

* Ronnie  Emery  (Cheyenne  River  Sioux)  and  Bryan  Mitchell,  National  Park 
Service. 

* Britta  Bloomberg,  National  Council  of  State  Historic  Preservation 
Officers,  Minnesota  SHPO 

* Tom  Gates,  Historic  Preservation  Officer,  Yurok  Tribe,  California. 

(C)  "Tribal  Historic  Preservation  Initiatives" 

Facilitator:  Dean  Suagee  (Cherokee),  Washington,  DC  KOT  Regional  Director. 

* Monza  Honga  (Hualapai),  Hualapai  Preservation  Officer. 

* Dudith  Bittner,  Alaska  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer. 

* Standing  Rock  Sioux  representative. 

(D)  "Native  Arts  & Crafts" 

3 - 3:15  pm:  BREAK 

3:30  -5:00  pm:  CONCURRENT  SESSIONS 

(E)  "Sustaining  and  Supporting  Native  Languages:  Key  Issues  for  Review  and 
Proactive  Efforts" 

Facilitator:  Christine  Sims  (Acoma  Pueblo),  Linguistic  Institute  for  Native 
Americans,  Inc. 

* Vesta  Dominicks  (Tlingit),  Sitka,  Alaska. 


* Molly  Pederson  (Inupiaq),  Director,  Bilingual/Bicultural  Program  for  the 
North  Slope  Borough  School  District. 

(F)  "Caring  for  Human  Remains" 

Facilitator:  Rena  Martin  (Navajo),  Navajo  KOT  Regional  Director. 

* Millie  Stevens  (Tlingit),  Chairperson,  Craig  IRA  Council. 

* Terry  Fifield,  Archaeologist,  U.S.  Forest  Service,  Craig  Ranger  District. 

* Robert  Sam  (Tlingit),  Council  Member,  Sitka  Tribe,  Alaska. 

* Edward  H.Ayau  (Hawaiian),  Hui  Malama  I Na  Kupuna  0 Hawaii  Nei. 

(G)  "Preservation  and  Protection  of  Traditional  Cultural  Properties  (Sacred 
Areas)"  Facilitator:  Loretta  Dackson  (Hualapai),  Phoenix  KOT  Regional 
Director . 

* Doe  Watkins  (Choctaw),  BIA  Anadarko  Area  Archaeologist. 

* Rolf  Nabahe  (Navajo),  Navajo  Nation  Historic  Preservation  Department. 

* Sven  Haakanson,  Dr.  (Sugpiaq),  Harvard  University  Dept,  of  Anthropology. 

(H)  "The  Language  of  Traditional  Central  Yup'ik  Music,  Dance  and 
Accoutrements:  NuNamta  Yup'ik  Singers  and  Dancers" 

* Chuna  McIntyre  (Yup'ik),  Director. 

* Vernon  Chimegalrea  (Yup'ik),  Drummer. 

* Marie  Meade  (Yup'ik),  Dancer. 

DINNER  BREAK  (on  your  own) 

7:30  - 11:00  pm  EVENING  EVENT 

Music  and  Dance  with  Native  Elders  and  Youth. 

WEDNESDAY,  April  30,  1997 


8:30  - 12  noon:  GENERAL  SESSION  & GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 

Facilitator  Pikake  Pelekai,  President,  Keepers  of  the  Treasures. 

Resolutions  from  the  Floor.  Election  of  Regional  Directors. 

12  noon  - 1:30  pm:  LUNCH  (on  your  own) 

1:30  - 5:30  pm:  GENERAL  SESSION 

National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  Panel  Presentation  on  Tribal  Museums 
and  Cultural  Centers. 

Panelists : 

Dim  Pepper  Henry,  Director,  Kanza  Museum,  Kaw  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  Kaw  City, 
Oklahoma.  Roberta  Kirk,  Former  Registrar,  The  Museum  at  Warm  Springs,  The 
Confederated  Tribes  of  Warm  Springs,  Warm  Springs,  Oregon. 

Elaine  Peters,  Director,  Ak-Chin  Him-Dak,  Ak-Chin  Indian  Community, 
Maricopa,  Arizona. 

Gwendolyn  Point,  Director,  SHXW  TA:SELHAWTXW,  Stolo  Nation,  Chilliwack, 
British  Columbia. 

Doyce  Wedll,  Site  Manager,  Mille  Lacs  Indian  Museum,  Mille  Lacs  Band  of 
Ojibwe,  Onamia,  Minnesota. 

Vera  Weber,  Museum  Assistant,  Simon  Paneak  Memorial  Museum,  Anaktuvuk  Pass, 
Alaska . 

d - 10:30  pm:  BANQUET 

Featured  speaker  W.  Richard  West,  Dr.  (Southern  Cheyenne),  Director, 
National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian,  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  Dedication  Dinner  for  Totem  Pole  Raising 
that  was  held  earlier  in  the  day. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  1,  1997 


8:30  - 10  am:  CONCURRENT  SESSIONS 

(A)  "NAGPRA  Review  Committee" 

Facilitator:  Tim  McKeown,  National  Park  Service. 

Rachel  Craig  (Inupiaq). 

Lawrence  Hart  (Cheyenne). 

Tessie  Naranjo  (Santa  Clara  Pueblo). 

(B)  "How  to  Work  with  Museums" 

Facilitator:  Billy  Cypress  (Seminole),  Southeast  KOT  Regional  Director. 

* Brenda  Dorr,  University  of  New  Mexico  Museum. 

* Vera  Kingeekuk  Metcalf  (Siberian  Yupik),  NAGPRA  coordinator,  Bering 
Straits  Foundation. 

* Gary  Selinger,  University  of  Alaska  Museum. 

* Roger  Anyon,  Smithsonian  Repatriation  Committee. 

(C)  "Bridging  Traditions  and  Science-Tribal  Archeologists" 

Facilitator:  Gary  White  Deer  (Choctaw),  Muskogee  KOT  Regional  Director. 


* Grace  Morgan  (Navajo),  Navajo  Nation  Archeology  Department. 

* Ruth  Dawson  (Alutiiq),  Afognak  Native  Corporation. 

* Patricia  Hrabik  Sebby  (Lac  du  Flambeau),  Tribal  Historic  Preservation 
Officer. 

* Lora  Johnson  (Chugach  Alutiiq),  Chugachmiut,  Inc. 

10:15  - 11:30  am:  GENERAL  SESSION 

Closing  Ceremonies. 

THANK  YOU  FOR  SPONSORING  THIS  CONFERENCE: 

Afognak  Native  Corporation 

National  Park  Service,  Repatriation  Program 

Arctic  Slope  Regional  Corp. 

National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation 
Bowhead  Transportation  Company,  Inc. 

Ounalaska  Corp. 

BP  Exploration  (Alaska),  Inc. 

Sealaska  Heritage  Foundation 
Cook  Inlet  Region,  Inc. 

Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida 
Chugach  Alaska  Corporation 
The  13th  Regional  Corporation 
Doyon,  Limited 
The  Sister  Fund 
Koniag,  Inc. 

Ukpeagvik  Inupiat  Corporation 
NANA  Regional  Corporation 
UIC  Construction,  Inc. 

National  Cooperative  Bank 
UIC  Foundation,  Inc. 

National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 

Univ.  of  Alaska  Fairbanks,  Dept,  of  Alaska  Native  and  Rural  Development 

National  Park  Service,  Alaska  Regional  Office 

Visible  Ink 

April  20,  1997 

Washington,  DC 

FINAL  UPDATE 

Sixth  Annual  Conference  in  Anchorage,  Alaska 


The  "Keepers  of  the  Treasures:  Cultural  Council  of  American 
Indians,  Alaska  Natives  and  Native  Hawaiians"  Sixth  Annual 
Conference  begins  this  Sunday  night  with  a Welcoming  Reception  at 
the  Anchorage  Museum  of  History  and  Art  (121  West  7th  Avenue). 
Conference  proceedings,  which  begin  on  Monday  morning,  April  28th 
and  run  through  noon  on  Thursday,  May  1st,  will  be  held  at  the 
The  Anchorage  Hilton  Hotel. 

A Final  Conference  Agenda  is  attached.  Additional  language 
panels  have  been  added  since  our  last  update.  The  conference, 
entitled  "Speaking  with  Our  Ancestors  - Preserving  Our  Native 
Languages,"  will  highlight  the  importance  of  our  Native 
languages,  as  well  as  present  workshops  and  panels  on  how  some 
Native  communities  are  working  to  preserve  and  rejuvenate  their 
languages . 

Conference  Site  & Hotel: 

The  Anchorage  Hilton  Hotel 
500  West  Third  Avenue 
Anchorage,  AK  99502 
907.272.7411 

On  Site  Conference  Registration: 

$200  General  Members,  $20  Native  Elders,  $25  Native  Students 
Shuttle  Service: 

Conference  organizers  have  arranged  for  a shuttle  service  from 
the  Anchorage  Airport  to  the  Anchorage  Hilton  Hotel  on  Saturday 
evening.  The  shuttle  will  be  a white  van  with  "Grayline  of 
Alaska"  on  the  side. 

The  shuttle  will  leave  the  Airport  for  the  Hotel  at: 

5:00  pm;  6:00  pm;  7:00  pm;  8:00  pm;  and  9:00  pm. 


The  Hilton  Hotel  does  not  have  a shuttle  service  between  the 
airport  and  hotel.  If  the  shuttle  service  above  does  not  meet 
your  travel  schedule,  the  hotel  has  an  agreement  with  Alaska  Cab 
to  transport  you  to  and  from  the  airport  for  $10.00.  Generally, 
any  other  taxi  cab  at  the  airport  will  take  you  to  the  hotel  for 
about  $12 . 00-$14 . 00 . 

Additional  Hotel  Rooms: 

If  you  were  not  able  to  reserve  a sleeping  room  at  The  Anchorage 
Hilton  Hotel,  there  are  rooms  available  at  the  Anchorage  Hotel, 
which  is  just  next  door  to  the  Hilton.  A single  or  double  room 
rate  is  $60  plus  tax.  For  more  information,  call  The  Anchorage 
Hotel  at  907.272.4553  and  ask  for  the  University  of  Alaska 
Fairbanks/Keepers  of  the  Treasures  conference  rate. 

For  more  information,  contact: 

D.  Bambi  Kraus,  KOT  Project  Coordinator 
Phone:  202-588-6207 
Fax:  202-588-6085 
Email:  bambi@itc.org 


Date:  23  Apr  1997  12:10:28  -0400 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Sub j : Event  Listings 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

These  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native  Events 
Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


Many  Birds  Powwow 
11/7/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Third  annual  Many  Birds  Powwow,  presented  by  the  Ikce  Oyate  Nation 
All  drums  and  dancers  welcome. 

Scott  road,  Menifee  Calif. 

For  times  and  directions  please  call,  lack  or  Dulie,  at  Wickerd  Farm 
(909)  672-3020 
No  Contest  Dancing 

Bring  your  own  chairs  and  Sun  covers. 

NO  DRUGS  OR  ALCHOHOL  ALLOWED 

THE  IKCE  OYATE  NATION  NOR  3ACK  & 3ULIE  WICKERD  WILL 
ASSUME  NO  LIABILITY  FOR  THEFT,  ACCIDENTS,  OR  INJURIES . 


Fifth  Annual  Abenaki  Heritage  Celebration 
5/25/1997 

State:  VT  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
May  24th&25th  open  9:00  a.m.  Grand  Entry  Noon 
Drums:  Negoot-Gook  & Wintegok 
Rt.78  Airport  Rd . Highgate,  Vermont 
For  more  info  contact:  April  St. Francis 
at  802-868-2559 


Autumn  Gathering  Traditional  Pow-wow 
9/28/1997 

State:  WI  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

September  26-28,  1997  @ Veterans  Park,  Genoa  City,  WI  (on  County  Hwy  "H"). 
Traders  featuring:  Traditional  foods,  hand-made  crafts,  beadwork  & jewelry, 
books,  tapes,  & much  more. 

Grand  Entry:  Friday  26th  @ 7P,  Saturday  27th  @ IP  & 7P, 

Sunday  28th  @ IP. 

Gates  open  to  public:  6P  Friday,  10A  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

Admission : 

Adults-$5,  Seniors-$3,  Ages  6-16-$3,  Family  rate  $12,  5 & under,  NO 


charge.  Dust  $1  more  admission  good  for  entire  week-end. 

Public  Welcome 

NO  DRUGS-NO  ALCOHOL-NO  FIREWORKS  ALLOWED  ON  GROUNDS  AT  ANY  TIME!!! 
Trader  information:  C&S  Traders  @(608)876-6137 
or  Rock  River  Traders  @ (608)752-6040, 

Fax:  (608)752-6042,  or  E-mail:  rrtrader@inwave.com 
General  Information: 

Dan  Sullivan  @ (414)473-7748  or  E-mail:  sullivan@idcnet.com 


Date:  Mon,  21  Apr  1997  12:08:41  -0700  (MST) 

From:  cmilda@goodnet.com 

Sub j : UA-Tucson  Dine'  Symposium 

ftp://ftp.goodnet.eom/users/c/cmilda/dinesymp.txt 


Dine'  Symposium 

Sponsored  by  DISCOVER  V Project 
and  the  College  of  Education 
April  25,  1997  Kiva  Hall 
"Don't  teach  me  about  my  culture, 
use  my  culture  to  teach  me!" 
Tentative  Schedule 


9:00  - 10:00  am 


10:00  - 10:05  am 


Navajo  History 
Presenter: 

Don  Denetdeal 
Break 


10:05  - 11:05 


am  Navajo  Philosophy 
Presenter : 

Rex  Lee  Dim 


1:30  - 2:30  pm  Navajo  Social 
Structure  -- 
clanship  and  kinship 
Presenter:  Rex  Lee  Dim 
2:30  - 2:35  pm  Break 

2:35  - 3:35  pm  Navajo  Ceremony 
History 

Presenter:  Don  Denetdeal 


11:05  - 11:10  am  Break 


3:35  - 3:40  pm  Break 


11:10  - 12:10  am  Navajo  Government 

Presenter:  3:40  - 4:40  pm  Navajo  Literature: 

Don  Denetdeal  Storytelling  and  poetry 

reading 

Presenter:  Rex  Lee  Dim 

Cost:  $60.00  for  the  day.  $30.00  for  half  a day. 

(U.of  A. full-time  students,  50%  discount.) 

All  proceeds  will  go  to  Travel  for  Academic  Growth  Club  of  Navajo  Community 
College  and  da  nabaho  deeado  to  help  cover  expenses  for  their  trip  to 
Beijing,  China,  where  they  will  be  performing  at  the  U.S. -China  Conference 
on  Education  in  Duly  of  1997.  Donations  are  acceptable  and  they  are  tax 
deductible.  Certificate  of  Participation  will  be  awarded. 

For  further  information,  please  call  Pat  Robinson  at  621-8832. 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Doe  Chasing  Horses,  Dim  Steele,  Mohawk  Nation,  Brian  Hauk,  Allen  Gabriel, 
Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Larry  Kibby,  Danet  Smith, 
Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Mountain  Forum  Moderator(Info  Release), 
Ian  D.  Zabartek  via  Kathie  Tennery,  Peter  Schwarzbauer,  C.  Anthony  Harding, 
Michael  Sims  AIM  Middle  Tennessee  Support  Group  via  Ishgooda,  Standing  Bear 
Steve  Bison,  Richard  Clark  Eckert,  Bernard  D.  Rock, Sr.  via  Feather  Eagleroc 
Ellie  Dorritie/Workers  World  Service  via  Ishgooda,  Debra  F.  Sanders 
-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 


Date:  Thu,  1 May  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  Lists  NATCHAT  or  NATIVE- L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  24  Apr  1997  01:03:09  -0500 
From:  glass@cherokee.nsuok.edu  (Tony  Glass) 

Sub j : National  Drug  Elimination  Crime  Prevention  Conference  (6/10-13) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

NATIONAL  DRUG  ELIMINATION 
CRIME  PREVENTION  CONFERENCE 
Adam's  Mark  Hotel,  Tulsa 
Dune  10-13,  1997 

Program  Agenda 

Tuesday  Afternoon,  Dune  10,  1997 
Participant  Arrival 

Vendors/Arts  and  Crafts  Booths  in  Hotel  Lobby 
12-5  pm  Pre-Registration  - Second  Floor  Lobby 
OPTIONAL  TOURS: 

1-5  pm  (1)  Tour  of  Tulsa  w/Philbrook  Art  Center/Gilcrease  Art  Museum 
OR  (2)  Excursion  to  Cherokee  Nation  Bingo  Outpost  - 2:30-4:00  p.m. 

Tours  may  be  purchased  in  advance  with  registration  or  may  be  purchased 
on  site. 

7:30-9  pm  Reception  - hosted  by  Cherokee  Nation  and  Housing  Authority 
of  the  Cherokee  Nation  - Tulsa  South  Room 

Wednesday,  Dune  11,  1997 

8-9  am  Registration  - Outside  Promenade  A 

8- 9  am  Continental  Breakfast  - Promenade  Foyer 

9- 10:30  am  Opening  Ceremonies  with  Honor  Guard  and  Flags  - Comanche  War 
Scouts  - Promenade  CD 

Blessing  Ceremony  - Crosslin  Smith,  Cherokee  Medicine  Man 
Welcome  - Tribal  Dignitaries 

Tracy  Outlaw  - Community  Relations  & Involvement  Specialist,  Office  of  Native 

American  Programs 

Chance  Rush,  Oklahoma  Baptist  University 
student;  National  Champion  Track  Athlete 
Wayne  Sims  - Director,  Southern  Plains 
Office  of  Native  American  Programs 
10:30  am  Coffee  Break  - Promenade  Foyer 

10:45-12:00  pm  Session  1:  Youth  Concurrent  Session:  "Getting 
Acquainted/Team  Building"  - Deri  L.  Brunoe-Samson,  Brunoe  Training  & 

Consulting  - Diplomat  Room 

Session  2:  "Panel:  Law  Enforcement  and  Security  in  Indian  Housing 
Projects"  Charles  Addington,  Patrol  Officer,  Housing  Authority  of 
Cherokee  Nation,  Moderator;  Other  Law  Enforcement  Personnel-Promenade  B 
Session  3:  "Family  Preservation  and  Substance  Abuse,"  Dr.  Marlene 
EchoHawk,  Deputy  Chief,  Alcoholism  and  Substance  Abuse  Program  Branch, 

Indian  Health  Service,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  - Promenade  C 

Session  4:  "The  Dynamics  of  Domestic  Violence  and  the  Historical 
Perspective  in  Native  American  Communities,"  Beverly  Wilkins,  Mental 
Health  Program  Specialist,  Family  Violence  Prevention  Team,  Indian 
Health  Service,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  - Promenade  D 
12:15-1:30  pm  Luncheon  - Steve  Reavis,  Actor  - Keynote  Speaker  - Tulsa 
South  Room  - Entertainment  by  Lindsay  Houston,  1997  Miss  Cherokee 
1:30-2:45  pm  Session  5:  Youth  Concurrent  Session:  "Leadership  Skills"  - 
Deri-Brunoe-Samson,  Brunoe  Training  & Consulting 

Session  6:  "Information  Resources,"  Mary  Hayes  and  Michael  Ney  - 


Johnson,  Bassin  and  Shaw,  Inc.  - Promenade  B 

Session  7:  "Panel:  Community  Relations,  Initiatives,  and  Regional 
Staff  Discussion,"  Tracy  Outlaw,  Moderator;  Gerri  Norton,  Community 
Relations  Involvement  Coordinator 
Promenade  C 

Session  8:  "Community  Prevention  Program,  The  Healing  Journey  Accord," 
Annette  Squetimkin-Anquoe,  Prevention  Director,  National  Association  for 
Native  American  Children  of  Alcoholics  - Promenade  C 
2:45-3:00  pm  Refreshment  Break 
3-4:15  pm  Session  9:  Youth  Concurrent  Session: 

"Realizing  Your  Dream,"  Chance  Rush,  Oklahoma  Baptist  University 
National  Track  Champion  - Diplomat 

Session  10:  "Panel:  Successful  Drug  Elimination  Programs,"  Chris 
Malone,  Chickasaw  Housing  Authority,  Moderator;  Gene  Bris  Bois,  Drug 
Elimination  Coordinator,  Spokane  Tribe;  - Promenade  B 

Session  11:  "Office  of  Native  American  Programs  Youth  Drug  Elimination 
Crime  Prevention  Initiatives"  - Catherine  Ann  dePlour,  Special 
Assistant,  Office  of  Native  American  Programs  - Promenade  D 

Session  12:  "Teratogenic  Effect  on  Fetus  During  Pregnancy"  - Carolyn 
Hartness,  Health  Education  Consultant,  Seattle-King  County  Department  of 
Public  Health  - Promenade  D 

5:00  pm  Shuttle  Service  to  Traditional  Dinner  - Load  from  Hotel  front 
circle  drive. 

5:30  pm  Storytelling  - All  Tribes  Community  Church  - 2501  E.  Archer 
Avenue,  Tulsa 

6:00  pm  Traditional  Dinner  - All  Tribes  Community  Church 
7:00  pm  Pow-Wow  - Adam's  Mark  Hotel  - Tulsa  South  Room 

Thursday,  June  12,  1997 

8:00-8:30  am  Continental  Breakfast  - Promenade  Foyer 

8:30-10:15  am  General  Session:  "The  Healing  Forest,"  Don  Coyhis,  White 
Bison,  Inc.  - Promenade  CD 

10:15-10:30  am  Coffee  Break  - Promenade  Foyer 

10:30-11:45  am  Session  1:  Youth  Concurrent  Session:  "Healthy  Life 
Styles/  Spirituality,"  - Don  Coyhis,  White  Bison,  Inc.  - Diplomat  Room 
Session  2:  "Prevention  Strategies  of  Deviant  Behavior  in  Native 

American  Youth,"  Max  Benson,  Youth  Guidance  Specialist,  L.E.  Rader 
Center,  Sand  Springs,  Oklahoma  - Promenade  B 

Session  3:  "Substance  Abuse:  Dual  Diagnosis,"  Dr.  Marlene  Echohawk, 

Deputy  Chief,  Alcoholism  and  Substance  Abuse  Program  Branch,  Indian 
Health  Service,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  - Promenade  C 

Session  4:  "Culturally  Sensitizing  Ourselves  for  our  Posterity," 

Vincent  Craig,  Chief  Probation  Officer,  Navajo  Nation  - Promenade  D 
11:45-1:30  pm  Lunch  On  Your  Own 

1:30-2:45  pm  Session  5:  Youth  Concurrent  Session:  "Millennial  Youth  Issues, 
Vincent  Craig,  Chief  Probation  Officer,  Navajo  Nation  - Diplomat  Room 
Session  6:  "Empowering  Indian  Youth  Within  the  Healing  Forest,"  Don 

Coyhis,  White  Bison,  Inc.  Promenade  B 

Session  7:  "Community  Mobilization  and  Capacity  Building,"  Debra  Reed, 
Director,  Native  American  Student  Services,  Colorado  State  University, 

Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  - Promenade  C 
Session  8:  "Resident  Organization  Development,"  Janice  Laws  and 
Andrea  Fezer,  Resident  Services  Specialists,  Housing  Authority  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  - Promenade  D 
2:45-3  pm  Refreshment  Break  - Promenade  Foyer 

3-4:15  pm  Session  9:  Youth  Concurrent  Session:  Cultural  Activities  - 
Chance  Rush  - Diplomat  Room 

Session  10:  "Domestic  Violence,"  Venida  Chenault  Instructor,  Haskell 
Indian  University,  Lawrence,  Kansas  - Promenade  B 

Session  11:  "Gang  Activity  Associated  with  Indian  Housing,"  Bruce 
Klein,  Department  Manager,  Yakama  Nation  Housing  Authority;  Kenneth  R. 
Butler,  Wapato  Police  Department;  and  Craig  Janis,  Tribal  Officer  - 
Promenade  C 

Session  12:  "Resident  Organization  Panel:  Impact  of  the  Overall 
Program"  - Resident  Organization  Planning  Board,  Moderator  - Promenade  D 


6:30  pm  Banquet  Recognitions  - Gary  Ketcher,  Director  of  Social 
Services,  Housing  Authority  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  - Entertainment  by 
Vincent  Craig  aka  The  Mutton  Man  - Tulsa  South  Ballroom 

Friday,  Dune  13,  1997 

8:30-9  am  Continental  Breakfast  - Promenade  Foyer 

9-10:15  am  Session  1:  Youth  Session:  "Visions  and  Dreams,"  Dr.  Carl 
Farinelli,  Northeastern  State  University,  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma  - 
Executive  Room 

Session  2:  "Behavior  Modification,"  Lance  Dickison,  Case  Manager, 
Housing  Authority  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  - Promenade  B 

Session  3:  "Panel:  Youth  Empowerment"  - Nancy  Deaver,  Executive 
Director,  Oklahoma  Community  Service  Commission,  Moderator;  Ronnie 
London,  Executive  Director,  Boys  and  Girls  Club  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas 
Marilyn  Culp,  M.D.,  American  Indian  Science  and  Engineering  Society 
(AISES)  Board  of  Directors  Member;  Deborah  A.  Scott,  AISES  Corporate 
Mentor  - Promenade  C 

Session  4:  "Substance  Abuse  and  Violence"  - Alex  Borowski,  Counseling 
Supervisor,  Talking  Leaves  Dob  Corps,  Cherokee  Nation,  Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma  - Promenade  D 
10:15  am  Coffee  Break  - Promenade  Foyer 

10:30-12:30  pm  Closing  Assembly  - Adult/Youth  Roundtable  - Promenade  CD 
YOUTH  TRACK 

Wednesday,  Dune  11,  1997 

8:30-9:00  am  Continental  Breakfast  - Promenade  Foyer 
9-10:30  am  Gen.  Assembly  - Opening  Ceremonies  - Promenade  CD 
10:30-10:45  am  Refreshment  Break  - Promenade  Foyer 

10:45-12:00  pm  Session  1:  "Getting  Acquainted,  Team  Building"  Deri  L. 
Brunoe-Samson,  Brunoe  Training  & Consulting  - Diplomat  Room 
12:15-1:30  pm  General  Luncheon  with  Keynote  Speaker  - Tulsa  South 
1:30-2:45  pm  Session  2:  "Leadership  Skills"  - Deri  L.  Brunoe-Samson  - 
Diplomat  Room 

2:45-3  pm  Refreshment  Break  - Promenade  Foyer 

3-4:15  pm  Session  3:  "Realizing  Your  Dream,"  Chance  Rush  - Oklahoma 
Baptist  University  Student,  National  Track  Champion  - Diplomat  Room 
5:00  pm  Shuttle  Service  to  Traditional  Dinner  - Load  from  Hotel  front 
circle  drive 

5:30  pm  Storytelling  - All  Tribes  Community  Church, 

2501  E.  Archer,  Tulsa 

6:00  pm  Traditional  Dinner  - All  Tribes  Community  Church 
7:00  pm  Pow-Wow  - Adam's  Mark  Hotel  - Tulsa  South  Room 

YOUTH  TRACK 

Thursday,  Dune  12,  1997 

8:00-8:30  am  Continental  Breakfast  - Promenade  Foyer 

8:30-10:15  am  General  Session:  "The  Healing  Forest,"  Don  Coyhis,  White 
Bison,  Inc.  - Promenade  CD 

10:15-10:30  am  Refreshment  Break  - Promenade  Foyer 

10:30-12  Noon  Session  1:  Don  Coyhis,  White  Bison,  Inc.  - "Healthy 

Lifestyles/Spirituality"  - Diplomat  Room 

12-1:15  pm  Box  Lunch  on  the  Grass  with  Storytelling 

1:30-2:45  pm  Session  2:  "Millennial  Youth  Issues,"  Vincent  Craig,  Chief 
Probation  Officer,  Navajo  Nation  - Diplomat  Room 
2:45  pm  Refreshment  Break  - Promenade  Foyer 

3-5:00  pm  Session  3:  Cultural  Activities  - Chance  Rush  - Diplomat  Room 
6:30  pm  Banquet  - Tulsa  South 

YOUTH  TRACK 
Friday,  Dune  13,  1997 

8:30-9  am  Continental  Breakfast  - Promenade  Foyer 
9-10:15  am  Session  1:  "Visions  and  Dreams,"  Dr.  Carl  Farinelli, 
Northeastern  State  University,  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma  - 
Diplomat  Room 

10:15-10:30  am  Refreshment  Break  - Promenade  Foyer 
10:30-12:30  pm  Closing  Assembly  - Adult/Youth 


Roundtable  Discussion  - Promenade  CD 
POW-WOW  FLYER 

SPEAKERS  - BIOGRAPHIES  - SESSION  DESCRIPTIONS 
Marlene  EchoHawk,  Ph.D.  (Otoe-Missouria) 

Sessions:  "Family  Preservation  and  Substance  Abuse"  and  "Substance 
Abuse  - Dual  Diagnosis" 

Dr.  EchoHawk,  Deputy  Chief,  Alcoholism  and  Substance  Abuse  Program 
Branch,  Indian  Health  Service,  lives  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  She 
grew  up  in  Northern  Oklahoma  and  received  her  Ph.D.  in  Clinical 
Psychology  from  Oklahoma  State  University.  She  has  been  with  the  Indian 
Health  Service  since  1989. 

Charles  Addington  (Cherokee) 

Session:  "Panel:  Law  Enforcement  and  Security  in  Indian  Housing 
Projects" 

Charles  Addington,  Patrol  Officer  for  the  Housing  Authority  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation,  has  been  in  law  enforcement  nine  years.  His  duties 
include  the  patrol  and  security  of  tenants  of  Housing  Authority  property 
which  includes  mutual  help  homes  and  low-rent  apartment  projects  located 
in  the  14  county  area  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  He  also  promotes  drug 
awareness,  prevention  and  crime  prevention  programs  to  residents  of  the 
Housing  Authority  properties. 

Deri  L.  Brunoe-Samson  (Wasco) 

Session:  Wednesday  Youth  Track,  "Team 
Building/Leadership  Skills" 

Deri  Brunoe-Samson  is  lead  trainer/consultant  for  Brunoe  Training  and 
Consulting  in  Scottsdale,  Arizona.  She  grew  up  on  the  Confederated 
Tribes  of  the  Warm  Springs  Reservation  in  Oregon  and  now  resides  in 
Scottsdale,  Arizona.  A motivation  and  leadership  trainer  for  all  ages, 
Deri's  holistic  approach  is  founded  upon  philosophies  of  Native  American 
"thought."  Mutual  reciprocation,  community  leadership,  family  values, 
youth  empowerment,  respect  for  elders,  and  the  sacred  circle  (or  hoop) 
are  themes  which  occur  throughout  her  presentations.  Deri  shares  tools, 
strategies,  and  knowledge  gathered  from  her  life's  experience  and 
fifteen  years  of  professional  experience. 

Beverly  D.  Wilkins  (Creek  and  Cherokee) 

Session:  "The  Dynamics  of  Domestic  Violence  and  the  Historical 
Perspective  in  Native  American  Communities" 

Beverly  Wilkins  is  Family  Violence  Prevention  Coordinator  for  the  Indian 
Health  Service  Mental  Health/Social  Service  Programs  Branch  at 
Headquarters  West.  She  has  provided  education  and  training  on  issues  of 
domestic  violence,  suicide,  child  abuse,  and  sexual  assault  locally,  in 
tribal  communities,  and  nationally  for  the  Indian  Health  Service,  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  the  Office  for  Victims  of  Crime,  Department  of 
Dustice,  the  National  Indian  Dustice  Center,  and  the  Family  Violence 
Prevention  Fund.  She  serves  in  an  advisory  capacity  with  several 
national  domestic  violence  efforts,  the  National  VAWA  Steering 
Committee,  the  Bernalillo  County  Domestic  Violence  Coalition,  and  local, 
community  domestic  violence  prevention  and  intervention  efforts. 

Steve  Reevis  (Blackfeet) 

Session:  Keynote  Speaker  for  Wednesday  Luncheon 

Steve  Reevis,  acclaimed  actor,  was  born  and  raised  on  the  Blackfeet 
reservation  in  Browning,  Montana.  Steve  lived  the  first  17  years  of  his 
life  in  Browning,  attending  school  there  through  his  sophomore  year.  He 
finished  his  last  two  years  of  high  school  in  Flandreau,  South  Dakota, 
at  the  Flandreau  Indian  School,  graduating  in  1981.  He  attended  Haskell 
Indian  Dunior  College  in  1983  and  graduated  with  an  Associates  of  Arts 
Degree  in  1986.  He  started  working  in  the  movie  industry  in  1987  and 
has  been  in  such  movies  as  War  Party,  Dances  With  Wolves,  Crazy  Horse 
and  Fargo.  His  most  noticeable  roles  were  in  Last  of  the  Dog  Men  and 
Geronimo,  An  American  Legend.  In  his  free  time,  Steve  speaks  to  Native 


youth,  emphasizing  our  growth  through  spirituality  and  culture  and  the 
dangers  of  alcohol  and  drugs. 

Lindsay  Houston  (Cherokee) 

Session:  Entertainer  for  Luncheon 

Lindsay  Houston,  1996-97  Miss  Cherokee,  is  a sophomore  at  Northeastern 
State  University  in  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma,  majoring  in  pre-med.  Lindsay 
is  very  active  in  the  Native  American  Student  Association,  the  American 
Indian  Science  and  Engineering  Society  and  the  Indian  University 
Scholars  Society.  She  advocates  that  Native  American  youth  people  be 
proud  of  their  heritage  and  traditions  and  that  education  is  the  key  to 
success.  She  will  perform  the  Traditional  Stomp  Dance  of  the  Cherokee 
People  at  the  noon  luncheon. 

Mary  E.  Hayes 

Session:  "Information  Resources" 

Ms.  Hayes  is  a Research  Associate  with  Johnson,  Bassin  & Shaw,  Inc.,  a 
consulting  firm  located  in  Silver  Spring,  Maryland.  She  has  over  six 
years'  experience  providing  study,  technical  assistance,  and  training 
support  to  vulnerable  populations  in  a variety  of  settings  which  include 
women.  Native  American  youth,  and  adolescents  in  jail,  prison,  public 
housing,  Indian  country,  and  residential  programs.  Her  subject 
expertise  includes  substance  abuse,  juvenile  delinquency.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development,  and  the  Office  of  Native  American 
Programs  where  she  is  responsible  for  developing  and  coordinating 
training  programs  and  materials,  providing  technical  assistance, 
conducting  evaluations,  and  producing  special  reports.  Ms.  Hayes  holds 
a Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  Psychology  and  Spanish  and  a Master's 
degree  in  Clinical  Psychology. 

Tracy  Outlaw 

Session:  "Panel:  Community  Relations,  Initiatives,  and  Regional  Staff 
Discussion" 

Tracy  Outlaw,  Native  American  Program  Specialist  for  Community  Relations 
Involvement  with  the  Office  of  Native  American  Programs,  will  serve  as 
panel  moderator.  She  is  from  Boulder,  Colorado;  has  been  with  the 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Nat-Film,  Triballaw  & Sovernet-L  lists; 
UUCP  email;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
Newsgroups : alt . native , alt . consciousness , alt . dreams , alt . activism , 

soc .culture . nativej  alt .meditation , alt . pagan , ape . indig. info , 
alt .penpals .forty- plus -yrs 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include , in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthsesa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthsesa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthsesa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthsesa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"FriendSj  my  attachment  to  my  native  land  is  strong  --  that  chord  is  now 
broken;  and  we  must  go  forth  as  wanderers  in  a strange  land!  I must  go  -- 
let  me  entreat  you  to  regard  us  with  feelings  of  kindnesSj  and  when  the 
hand  of  oppression  is  stretched  against  uSj  let  me  hope  that  every  part 
of  the  United  StateSj  filling  the  mountains  and  valleySj  will  echo  and 
say  stop." 

Chief  George  FlarkinSj  Choctaw 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

| Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 
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The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 


I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


iance  was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

There  is  no  "usual"  Part  B to  this  issue.  I have  received  no  new 
postings  from  the  Native-L  listserver.  Part  A has  been  divided  to 
facilitate  transfer  and  distribution  through  various  gateways. 

Those  of  you  who  have  contacted  this  newsletter  or  myself  through  the 
gars@genie.com  account  please  use  gars@netcom.com  instead.  The  genie 
account  is  being  closed  and  it  is  my  understanding  mail  sent  there  will 
simply  fall  into  a black  hole,  and  no  bounce  or  ping  will  be  returned  to 
the  sender. 

Natives  throughout  Turtle  Island  are  being  assaulted.  The  trials  against 
Defenders  of  Shuswap  in  Canada,  the  determined  effort  by  Mexico  to  eliminate 
the  ELZN,  New  York  State's  violation  of  treaties  with  the  Seneca  Nation  to 
force  collection  of  taxes  are  but  a few,  very  few,  of  the  many,  very  many, 
violations  of  Native  rights. 

Recently,  a friend  came  very  close  to  death's  door.  I passed  on  a piece 
of  advice  elders  gave  me  when  I had  been  similarly  spared  injury  this  past 
November  in  an  accident  that  should  have  resulted  in  fatal  or  near-fatal 
injury;  and  I will  share  it  with  readers  now. 

"There  is  a message  in  your  survival.  Pray,  pray  hard.  Give  thanks,  and 
seek  to  understand  why  you  have  been  spared.  Ignore  the  petty  issues  of 
those  who  are  driven  by  ego,  and  reach  out  to  help  your  brothers  and 
sisters . " 

There  is  some  good  news! 

Dr.  Clarence  Siroky,  State  Vet  of  Montana  has  been  fired  by  the  Governor. 
The  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  has  formally  announced  there  will  be  no 
further  shooting  of  the  buffalo  from  Yellowstone! 

For  this  let  us  send  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  Buffalo  Nation.  Aho! 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  feat 

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- lames  Pitawanakwat ' s Summation 

- Crown  Summation 

- Gustafsen:  Mainstream  News 

- BIA  Armed  Intervention 

- New  York  State  Broken  Treaties 

- Chief  Schindler  writes  President 

- Indian  School  loins  Walk 

- From  Delyla  Wilson 

- Yellowstone  Buffalo 


red  in  this  issue  

- Latest  Attack  on  Native  Warriors 

- ICWA  Amendments 

- Interesting  Sovereignty  Case 

- Mattaponi  Reservoir 

- New  Moon  Prayer 

- Thoughts  on  Canada  & First  People 
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This  is  my  defence. 

I have  composed  a statement  to  show  where  my  state  of  mind  is. 
I release  another  arrow. 


by  lames  (Eyabay)  Pitawanakwat , aka:  01 

Our  people  were  seen  as  equals  before  the  Indian  Act.  My  people  fought 
hard  with  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  When  the  British  victory  over  France 
was  declared,  a Royal  Proclamation  was  issued  to  all  British  colonies, 
including  Canada.  It  instructed  colonial  officials  that  Indian  nations 
were  not  to  be  molested  in  their  possession  or  enjoyment  of  their  unceded 
traditional  territories.  The  proclamation  recognized  that  the  first 
Nations  were  the  rightful  occupants  of  the  territory  now  called  Canada. 
Respect  the  rights  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves  without  interference 
This  respect  was  not  charity.  The  Proclamation  of  1763  did  not  create 
aboriginal  land  rights.  It  acknowledged  them  as  pre-existing.  This  is  told 
by  our  elders.  Our  people  were  put  here  to  protect  our  sacred  Mother,  the 
land.  We  were  placed  on  this  land  by  the  Creator,  with  a responsibility  to 
care  for  her  creation.  By  living  this  way,  we  cared  for  the  Earth.  For  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  animal  world  and  for  each  other.  Fulfilling 
these  responsibilities  meant  we  governed  ourselves. 

Canada  can  only  be  complete  through  respect  for  our  rights.  Our 
identities  and  rights  as  distinct  peoples  flow  from  our  relationship  with 
the  land  and  aboriginal  title.  And  this  flows  from  before  pre- 
Confederation  period  to  present.  Our  relationship  with  the  Crown  is  one  of 
allies  and  of  equals.  Despite  this  reality,  our  relationship  as  equals  is 
not  respected  and  the  promises  made  in  the  treaties  have  been  consistently 
breached  by  the  Canadian  Governments. 

Each  nation  had  its  own  defined  territory,  language,  spiritual  practices 
economic  institutions.  It  was  not  vacant  or  empty.  It  was  not  new. 

It  was  ancient. 

We  have  always  been  here  on  this  land  we  call  Turtle  Island,  on  our 
homelands  given  to  us  by  the  Creator,  and  we  have  a responsibility  to  care 
for  and  live  in  harmony  with  all  of  her  creations.  We  believe  that  the 
responsibility  to  care  for  this  land  was  given  to  us  by  our  Creator,  the 
Great  Spirit.  It  is  a sacred  obligation,  which  means  the  first  people  must 
care  for  all  of  her  creation  in  fulfilling  this  responsibility.  We  have 
carried  this  responsibility  since  long  before  the  immigrants  came  to  our 
homeland . 

Each  of  the  seasons  brought  with  it  celebrations  and  reflections  through 
ceremonies  and  social  events.  Especially  in  the  summer  when  the  weather 
was  good.  Extended  families  gathered  together  to  honour  those  who  had 
passed  on  the  year  before,  and  participated  in  ceremonies  like  the 
Sundance  and  the  Ghostdance,  potlatches.  We  practised  our  spirituality  or 
religion,  which  is  in  fact  very  simple:  honour  all  living  creation  and 
maintain  our  balance  of  nature.  This  is  told  by  our  elders.  Since  the 
arrival  of  newcomers  we  faced  a holocaust.  We  struggled  to  maintain  our 
cultures  and  distinct  societies.  We  have  to  hold  on  to  what  our  destiny  is 


Our  ancestors  roamed  the  plains,  the  mountains,  woodlands.  They  hunted  the 
woods,  fished  the  fresh  and  salt  waters  that  are  now  Canada.  The  spirits 
of  our  people  are  written  on  the  land.  Our  land.  Their  blood  stained  the 
sand  fighting  oppression.  We  cannot  tell  a story  of  somewhere  else,  we  are 
this  place.  Our  struggle  is  not  about  power  or  greed,  it  is  about 
understanding  and  taking  responsibility  for  the  land.  We  see  what  is  being 
done.  A stop  has  to  be  done.  Violating  our  sacred  mother  and  the  children 
has  been  done.  The  white  man  calls  destruction  "progress". 

More  profoundly,  we  have  suffered  because  of  policies  geared  towards 
assimilating  us  and  making  us  conform  to  the  expectations  of  the  growing 
dominant  society  that  has  been  built  around  us.  At  the  time  of 
confederation  more  than  125  years  ago,  we  had  been  so  weakened  and 
isolated  as  people  that  we  had  very  little  economic  or  military  strength 
to  ward  off  what  was  to  come,  namely  the  further  dispossession  of  our 
sacred  mother.  Our  land  and  resources. 

Canada  has  been  built  on  this  history  and  it  has  not  yet  faced  its 
legacy.  We  have  never  surrendered  our  right  to  be  ourselves.  We  have  never 
abandoned  our  right  to  live  on  our  land.  Our  responsibility  for  Mother 
Earth  continues. 

We  have  been  reduced  spiritually,  culturally  and  politically.  This  has 
been  unjust  - we  have  done  nothing  wrong,  except  to  be  who  we  are,  drawing 
upon  our  ancient  history.  This  dominance  in  Canada  continues  to  be  the 
reality  of  our  lives.  Too  often  we  define  ourselves  in  relation  to  this 
dominance.  Our  oppression  by  Canada  has  taken  over  our  lives  and  now  we 
must  find  ways  to  resist. 

The  descendants  of  the  people  who  arrived  here  five  hundred  years  ago 
took  it  upon  themselves  to  forge  a constitution  without  us.  It  became  the 
BNA  Act.  The  federal  government  gave  itself  the  power  over  Indians  and 
lands  reserved  for  the  Indians  "willfully  blinding  themselves  to  pre- 
existing laws  that  protect  us.  They  did  not  ask  us  if  we  agreed.  It  just 
assumed  power  over  our  peoples.  We  must  ask  ourselves.  By  what  right  did 
they  get  that  power  and  how  have  they  used  it.  Canada  used  its  physical 
power  over  us,  illegally,  unconstitutionally,  in  its  own  selfish  interest. 
The  consequences  of  that  kind  of  power  are  oppression  and  disregard  to  the 
first  nations  peoples'  interests. 

Parliament  decided  it  was  to  them  to  decide  who  is  and  who  is  not  an 
Indian.  The  Indian  Act  still  makes  distinctions  between  Indians  and 
persons.  We  are  in  a struggle  internally  to  decolonize  ourselves.  For  many 
generations  our  voices  were  taken  away  from  us  and  we  were  told  we  were 
unchristian,  savages  and  godless  heathens.  Our  ceremonies  and  beliefs  have 
been  attacked.  We  know  that  the  Indian  Act  was  passed  to  control  our 
rights  to  mobility,  particularly  in  western  Canada.  It  was  to  break  up  our 
traditions  and  families.  Why  should  we  uphold  that  false  law  and  accept 
the  right  of  other  people  to  maintain  a system  of  dominance  over  us?  We 
remember  this  treatment.  Our  elders  have  endured  this  unfair  treatment. 

We  have  never  relinquished  our  rights  and  family  values.  The  Indian  Act 
attempted  to  destroy  many  of  the  basic  beliefs  of  our  societies.  In 
beautiful  B.C.  the  potlatch,  like  the  sweatlodge  was  banned.  These 
ceremonies  are  a very  sophisticated  and  complex  system.  The  potlatch  was 
hosted  by  a chief's  family.  It  forged  alliances.  Clan  blankets  were  worn 
and  songs  sung.  It  is  highly  symbolic  in  sharing  identity.  It  was  about 
extending  the  circle  of  friendship  and  gratefulness. 

Why  was  the  potlatch  banned?  Was  it  because  the  potlatch  was  seen  as 
pagan,  ungodly?  The  Canadian  state  authorized  the  missionaries  to  stop  the 
potlatch  and  seized  sacred  objects  and  sold  them  to  museums  of  the  world 
to  be  displayed  as  part  of  the  "lost"  cultures  of  North  America. 

What  happened  to  the  Proclamation  that  is  still  the  law  of  Canada?  The 
Indian  Act  made  our  sacred  Sundance  illegal.  It  also  made  the  longhouse 
governments  of  our  Iroquois  relatives  illegal,  stopped  the  feast  for  the 
dead  of  my  people  the  Ottawa.  Many  of  these  ceremonies  went  underground 
for  many  generations.  If  oppression  is  our  inheritance  from  Canada,  what 
did  we  do  to  deserve  this?  How  did  we  treat  the  newcomers  from  the 
beginning?  When  the  Europeans  arrived  they  had  no  land,  no  shelter,  they 
were  barely  alive  after  their  long  voyages.  Since  early  contact  the 
newcomers  relied  heavily  on  our  goodwill  and  protection  for  their  survival 


in  an  alien  land  with  a harsh  climate.  We  as  first  nations  have  always 
wanted  friendship. 

Policies  devised  by  the  federal  and  Provincial  governments.  Policies 
made  it  difficult  for  us  to  live  our  lives  with  dignity  and  respect  in  our 
own  homelands.  Policies  killed,  and  continue  to  kill  us,  or  drive  us  mad 
or  into  despair  from  the  injustice.  No  oppressive  regime  continues  forever, 
and  we  will  struggle  to  end  it  in  this  country.  Although  we  have  had  to 
endure  these  injustices,  we  are  still  here.  Because  we  believe  in  who  we 
are.  The  international  community  is  watching  Canada,  and  would  applaud  an 
end  to  Canada's  dominant  control  over  the  lives  of  First  Nations.  Our 
elders  remember  agreements  with  the  people  of  the  colonial  era.  The  flag 
of  B.C.  is  one  of  them. 

The  two-row  wampum  of  Iroquois  Confederacy  committed  us  to  a 
relationship  of  peaceful  co-existence  where  the  First  Nations  and 
Europeans  would  travel  in  parallel  paths  down  the  symbolic  river  in  their 
own  vessels  which  signifies  "one  river,  two  vessels",  committed  the 
newcomers  to  travel  in  their  vessel  and  not  attempt  to  interfere  with  our 
voyage.  The  two  vessels  would  travel  down  the  river  of  life  in  parallel 
courses  and  would  never  interfere  with  each  other.  It  was  a co-living 
agreement.  The  two-row  wampum  captures  the  original  values  that  governed 
our  relationship  - equality,  respect  and  a sharing  of  the  river  we  travel 
on . 

We  must  steer  our  own  vessels.  This  is  our  sacred  responsibility  given 
to  us  by  the  Creator  when  we  were  put  here  on  Turtle  Island.  As  peoples 
with  distinct  cultures,  languages,  traditional  governments,  territories 
and  populations  in  Canada,  our  homeland.  I have  a spiritual  authority  to 
speak  for  us.  Deal  with  First  Nations  as  equals  and  end  the  legacy  of 
dominance  that  is  as  outdated  as  slavery. 

My  hope  is  that  if  we  can  draw  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  old  ways  and  our 
traditional  values,  we  will  have  the  strength  we  need.  The  old  ways  are 
the  ways  of  our  elders,  their  wisdom,  knowledge  and  kindness.  The  elders 
teach  us  that  these  are  most  important.  That  their  are  the  ways  of  the 
warrior,  and  lead  to  good  relations. 

We,  as  people  should  relate  to  each  other  in  the  spirit  of  harmony.  We 
must  stay  true  to  the  traditional  teachings.  And  restore  the  respect  to 
women  in  their  rightful  position  of  honour  in  our  Nations. 

If  we  embrace  our  traditional  values  of  respect,  compassion,  under 
standing  and  sharing,  and  if  we  apply  these  values  in  our  relations  with 
each  other,  they  will  keep  us  united  and  will  strengthen  our  warriors 
wherever  they  are.  Our  Ways  of  the  Warriors,  we  will  approach  other  people 
in  Canada  in  the  way  our  ancestors  did,  with  generosity.  But  we  will  also 
resist  continued  exploitation  and  dominance. 

We  are  frustrated  by  the  injustices  done  to  our  people.  The  imbalance  in 
our  relationship  between  Canadian  governments  and  First  Nations.  I live 
with  what  I saw  in  the  show  of  force  against  my  people.  The  governments 
brought  into  play  a new  level  of  racial  contempt  and  raised  the  level  of 
racial  intolerance  and  mistrust  in  this  country.  We  as  Native  people 
should  be  able  to  celebrate  success,  victories  and  progress.  We  should  not 
be  placed  in  a position  where  we  are  grieving  all  the  time  due  to  one 
injustice  after  another.  Gustafsen  symbolizes  a continuation  of  a classic 
historical  dominance  called  genocide. 

Our  spiritual  Elders  across  Turtle  Island  teach  us  that  love  and 
compassion  are  the  substance  of  human  respect  and  understanding. 

Resistance  can  be  passive.  I reject  the  path  of  violence.  But  our 
collective  actions  were  self-defence.  Our  Elders  remind  us  that  we  have  a 
rich  heritage  and  tradition  of  peaceful  co-existence. 

It  is  my  duty  to  our  ancestors  to  maintain  our  stolen  lands  and  keep 
these  traditions  for  the  benefit  of  present  and  future  generations.  The 
British  Crown  made  alliances  with  my  people.  The  First  Nations  were  not 
"conquered".  We  still  have  our  sovereign  nations.  The  warriors  sense  is 
not  of  confrontation,  it  offers  dignity  and  does  not  dishonour  anyone.  The 
Warriors  sense  is  about  protecting  our  children  from  abuse.  Stopping 
tyranny.  And  about  mending  broken  promises. 

Traditional  society  was  based  upon  the  principle  of  consensus.  The  First 
Nations  do  not  want  the  DIA  to  have  control  over  us  any  more.  We  are 


talking  about  sovereignty  for  our  people  and  lands. 

There  is  something  fundamentally  wrong  with  this  country  if  it  cannot 
recognize  the  pre-existing  rights  of  the  people  who  were  here  before 
Newcomers.  Part  of  our  struggle  is  to  deny  the  Indian  Act.  But  Parliament 
is  not  the  only  problem  for  usj  another  is  the  courts. 

During  this  occupation  at  Gustafsen  the  Canadian  government  acted  as 
lawyer,  Dudge  and  Dury  over  our  claims.  The  government  has  yet  to 
adequately  address  its  own  conflict  of  interests  to  our  claims. 

The  government  is,  after  all,  supposed  to  be  trustee  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  First  Nations.  The  Crown  took  a hostile  position  towards 
these  first  Nation  people  in  this  courtroom.  All  evidence  indicates  this. 
Particularly  to  the  warriors  of  this  family  for  their  acts  of  defiance. 
Asking  for  a peaceful  resolution  process  that  is  independent  from  the 
government.  The  government  has  refused  to  make  a commitment  to  an 
independent  third  party  resolution  process.  They  violated  the  concept  of 
equality  guaranteed  in  the  Royal  Proclamation.  A serious  breach  of 
obligation  to  First  Nations.  Our  Elders  and  leaders  want  to  do  something 
for  our  children.  I think  it's  important  to  pour  out  my  feelings  so  people 
will  have  an  idea  what  I think,  who  I am.  And  how  I believe  we  can  work 
together  to  heal  our  people.  I know  we  have  problems,  serious  social 
problems  like  family  violence,  abuse  and  suicide,  residue  from  long  term 
plans,  residential  schools.  The  mistreatment  of  first  Nations  peoples  in 
the  Canadian  criminal  justice  system  is  overwhelming.  The  statistics  speak 
for  themselves.  The  injustices  experienced  lost  the  respect  and  support 
by  the  public  and  first  Nations.  For  example  the  problems  related  to 
poverty  and  racism,  low  self-esteem  and  suicide  are  related  to  the  fact 
that  first  Nations  are  not  treated  fairly  by  Canadian  society.  There  is 
absolutely  no  justification  - none  whatsoever  in  a wealthy  country  like 
Canada . 

Our  poverty  is  the  most  extreme  in  Canada.  A result  of  the  Indian  Act. 
The  Elders  help  me  stay  strong.  It  is  even  less  easy  to  be  a First  Nations 
child  in  Canada  because  that  almost  guarantees  that  you  are  living  in 
poverty.  The  enormous  pain,  despair  felt  by  these  children  is  beyond 
description.  Suicides,  attempted  suicides  and  alcohol  and  solvent  abuse 
are  rampant  in  Native  communities  across  the  country.  Canadian  government 
has  known  about  our  poverty  and  problems  for  many  years  but  has  done 
little  to  address  it. 

For  one  hundred  years  they  have  been  told  they  have  no  land  rights,  no 
resources.  The  Indian  Act  made  it  illegal  for  our  people  to  hire  lawyers 
to  protect  our  land  rights  or  treaty  rights.  Until  recently,  we  could  not 
challenge  the  injustices  done  to  our  people  in  the  courts.  The  Act  has 
undermined  the  practices  of  all  first  nations.  This  faceless  beast  has 
caused  great  grief  and  injustices  throughout  its  history.  Fundamental 
principles  must  be  adopted,  and  respect  for  our  inherent  aboriginal  title 
and  treaty  rights.  I want  all  of  our  children  to  have  dreams  - not  bad 
dreams,  but  good  dreams.  Dreams  about  what  they  want  to  become  in  the 
future.  Their  dreams  are  my  dreams.  A Quest  for  freedom.  A commitment  to 
ending  colonialism.  So  we  all  share  a struggle  for  self-determination. 

We  have  all  been  exposed  to  the  Beast  that  is  distorted  and  unbalanced. 
It  has  a history  that  is  premised  upon  the  denial  of  our  human  dignity. 

The  price  for  us  has  been  enormous.  We  had  to  endure  the  silence  and  not 
speak  of  the  beast  called  Genocide,  Oppression,  the  banning  of  traditions 
and  customs,  wars,  government  policies,  disease.  The  faceless  beast  has 
many  faces.  The  most  dangerous  face  is  the  one  that  comes  with  a smile.  I 
have  a destiny  to  pick  up  my  arrows  and  plunge  them  into  the  mouth  of  the 
beast  that  devours  our  children.  A stance  had  to  be  made.  I had  to  draw 
strength  from  our  pride  and  spirit,  to  ensure  our  existence. 

We  have  our  ancestors  to  thank  because  they  kept  alive  our  religion  and 
cultures  even  when  these  were  deemed  uncivilized.  Most  of  our  people  here 
are  involved  in  movements:  they  seek  freedom.  The  right  to  maintain  their 
identity  and  live  on  their  land  and  to  break  free  from  the  chains  of 
colonialism.  We  know  that  our  future  survival  depends  on  our  present 
abilities  to  secure  not  only  our  lands,  but  also  the  recognition  of  our 
inherent  right  of  self-rule. 

The  world  is  nearing  the  brink  of  destruction,  propelled  by  the  same 


materialistic  forces  that  allowed  the  colonial  powers  to  view  the 
indigenous  people  and  their  lands  as  objects  for  exploitation.  Some  native 
tribes  of  Eastern  Canada  became  victims  of  European  contact.  They  suffered 
a genocide  and  will  never  walk  this  Earth  again.  Native  nations  who  have 
been  victims  of  genocide,  condemn  the  government  of  acts  of  genocide  but 
their  ears  go  deaf.  We  know  campaigns  of  genocide  are  waged  today.  Look 
and  listen!  Native  nations  here  in  B.C.  are  determined  to  draw  attention 
to  governments  that  have  carried  out  and  continue  to  carry  out  campaigns 
of  brutality  and  violence  against  them  for  protecting  burial  sites  and 
peoples . 

Think  about  what  we  are  doing  to  this  planet.  The  people  who  can  help  us 
are  the  native  people  regarding  their  relationship  with  the  land.  We  do 
not  exploit  natural  resources.  We  preserve  them.  Exploitation!  That 
endangers  our  common  survival  and  the  survival  of  future  generations  who 
are  relying  on  us  to  preserve  mother  Earth  for  them.  We  called  upon  the 
Prime  Minister  to  help  us?  What  happens,  he  signs  an  order  to  send  in  the 
bisons  then  says  the  deficit.  We  believe  people  have  forgotten  the 
importance  of  protecting  the  environment  for  future  generations. 

We  need  access  to  our  land  and  resources,  given  that  the  majority  of  our 
people  still  earn  their  living  by  hunting,  trapping,  fishing  and  gathering. 
The  idea  that  North  America  was  vacant  and  thus  settlers  could  come  and 
take  all  they  wanted  is  obviously  untrue. 

Some  of  our  treaties  date  from  an  era  when  provinces  were  not  powerful 
forces.  Not  all  treaties  deal  with  lands.  In  some  cases  the  provinces  did 
not  even  exist.  Like  B.C.:  most  of  B.C.  is  still  unceded  Native  territory. 
My  elders  teach  us  that  the  treaties  and  agreements  did  not  extinguish 
Indian  title.  The  British  crown's  goal  was  to  gain  friendship  and  alliance 
with  the  first  nations.  Today  the  Crown  has  acted  in  a seemingly  willful 
manner  to  undermine  agreements  and  Laws  and  treaties  that  protect  the 
first  nations  from  oppressive  forces.  Those  wounds  cannot  be  healed  until 
we  do  something.  All  we  were  doing  was  exercising  our  right  under 
International  Law,  that  right  was:  when  disputes  arise,  submit  any 
disputes  to  international  bodies  and/or  to  Queen  Anne's  privy  council  or 
Queen  Anne's  court. 

The  quest  for  resources  by  the  provincial  government  stonewalled  our 
demands.  Mass  suicides  in  native  communities  and  armed  confrontations  are 
the  only  time  when  they  open  their  eyes.  The  illusion  of  reality  is  all  in 
Canadian  minds.  Business  as  usual.  Progress.  Their  objective  is  to  defang 
any  resistance  and  steal  all  what's  ours.  The  reason  why  the  white  man 
went  to  the  moon  is  because  he  heard  we  had  land  up  there. 

Our  societies  and  culture  are  older  than  Canada.  Our  Elders  want  an  end 
to  assimilation  and  the  misery  of  poverty.  The  only  real  opportunity  for 
first  nations  peoples  to  start  on  the  road  to  recovery  is  to  persuade  the 
Canadian  public  and  governments  to  respect  us  and  our  lands  not  just  as 
individuals  but  as  distinct  peoples  with  traditional  territories  that  is 
still  rich  with  natural  resources.  Who  are  part  of  the  family  of  the  human 
race.  As  Chief  Seattle  told  us  many  years  ago,  "the  Earth  does  not  belong 
to  man,  Man  belongs  to  the  Earth.  This  we  know:  all  things  are  connected. 
Like  the  blood  that  unites  one  family.  Whatever  befalls  the  Earth  befalls 
the  sons  of  the  earth.  Man  did  not  weave  the  web  of  life,  he  is  merely  a 
strand  in  it". 

I have  children.  I see  the  sparkles  in  their  eyes.  I remember  that  once 
I had  sparkles  in  my  eyes.  Those  sparkles  died  because  there  was  no  hope 
for  change,  poverty  crushes  the  spirit.  I don't  want  my  kids'  dreams 
shattered . 

So  I have  to  listen  to  the  Elders  of  my  generation,  and  I take  their 
advice  very  seriously.  I want  to  heal  my  people  and  my  country,  restoring 
balance  and  harmony.  This  is  my  role  as  a warrior. 

The  Canadian  legal  system,  it  does  not  work  for  us,  all  my  people  seek 
is  Freedom,  the  opportunity  and  capacity  to  exercise  our  inherent 
jurisdiction  and  self-governing  and  Justice  within  our  traditional 
territories.  For  us  that  is  Justice,  this  is  a reality.  We  must  resist  to 
ensure  future  generations  survive. 

For  the  most  of  five  hundred  years.  Natives  have  been  fighting 
defensively  for  their  right  to  exist  - for  their  freedom,  their  lands. 


their  means  of  livelihood,  their  organization  and  societies,  their  beliefs, 
their  ways  of  life,  their  personal  security,  their  very  lives. 

Those  who  still  remain  after  so  many  generations  of  physical  and 
cultural  genocide  continue  to  be  oppressed  by  problems;  most  of  them  are 
created  to  deny  and  continue  to  deny  Indians  their  rights,  desires  and  the 
ability  to  build  better  societies  for  themselves.  This  ain't  a new 
fighting  spirit,  it's  been  with  us.  It  comes  out  after  mass  injustices 
done  to  our  ancestors  who  are  sleeping.  Our  existence  is  here  because  of 
resistance. 

Ever  since  the  white  man  reached  the  new  world,  he  has  seen  or 
recognized  Indian  problems,  not  recognizing  that  he  created  them  himself. 

Twenty-five  thousand  years  of  Native  history  cultures  cannot  and  could 
not  be  shed  at  the  white  man's  command.  Land,  dignity  and  the  means  of 
existence  were  all  robbed  by  governments.  The  Whites,  with  few  exceptions, 
never  listen.  In  their  minds  the  Indians  were  stereotypes,  savages, 
uncivilized.  So  they  tried  forcing  them  into  the  mainstream  of  the 
dominant  culture's  way  of  life.  Intent  on  ridding  the  native  nations  of 
the  native  way  of  life. 

My  people  the  Ottawa  midewin  lodge  people  have  thrown  out  the  electoral 
system  under  the  Indian  Act.  We  all  have  the  jurisdiction  to  protect  our 
people  from  genocide. 

Sovereignty  is  the  issue,  Canada's  the  problem.  Honour  the  Royal 
Proclamation  of  1763.  Ceremonies  like  the  Sundance  need  to  be  protected 
from  cultural  genocide.  This  is  the  basis  of  my  resistance.  We  are  not 
militants  or  terrorists.  We  are  warriors  to  our  people.  Our  families.  Our 
generations  yet  to  come.  If  I was  asked  "if  it  was  worth  it"  I would 
answer  "I  know  how  my  ancestors  felt,  YES."  It  was  worth  it.  I thank  the 
Great  Spirit.  All  my  relations.  We  all  must  relate  to  Mother  Earth  to  heal 
what's  being  done.  I believe  this  then  and  I believe  this  now. 
lames  Pitawanakwat 
(Eyabay) 
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[Please  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
information  which  is  misleading  or  inaccurate.  It  is  provided  for 
reference  only  --  S.I.S.I.S.] 

The  Vancouver  Sun  - Friday  May  2 Page  B4  Kim  Pemberton 
Participants  in  an  armed  stand-off  with  police  at  Gustafsen  Lake  must 
have  known  lives  were  being  placed  in  danger,  a prosecutor  said  Thursday. 
Lance  Bernard  made  the  comment  in  his  closing  statement  at  the  trial  of  18 
men  and  women  facing  charges  ranging  from  mischief  to  attempted  murder. 

"All  of  the  accused  knew  what  was  going  on--they  were  part  of  an  armed 
stand-off,"  he  said  of  the  month-long  confrontation  near  100  Mile  House  in 
the  Interior.  "An  armed  stand-off  is  not  the  kind  of  event  that  just 
happens.  There  was  a conspiracy  to  commit  this  mischief." 

The  standoff  began  the  summer  of  1995  when  native  Indians  and  their 
supporters  refused  to  leave  after  being  told  to  get  off  private  land. 


Bernard  told  the  jury  people  in  the  camp  shot  at  RCMP  officers  on  five 
days.  He  noted  camp  leader  Hones  Ignace,  also  known  as  Wolverine,  was 
videotaped  while  saying  any  police  attempt  to  arrest  anyone  would  be  taken 
as  an  "official  act  of  war." 

"That's  a very  strong  piece  of  evidence  to  show  they  are  setting  up  an 
armed  encampment,"  Bernard  said.  He  said  Ignace,  one  of  two  people  charged 
with  the  most  serious  offence  of  attempted  murder,  was  seen  in  another 
video  telling  others  in  the  camp  " we're  not  going  to  go  peacefully." 

Ignace  was  also  heard  saying  the  participants  in  the  standoff  faced  a 
choice  of  leaving  in  bodybags  or  doing  20  years  in  a federal  prison.  "No 
one's  going  to  tell  you  to  put  your  weapons  down.  Forget  that.  It's  over," 
Ignace  is  heard  saying  on  a tape  that  was  replayed  for  jurors  on  the  final 
days  of  the  10-month  trial. 

Bernard  also  said  there  was  "overwhelming"  evidence  to  prove  people  in 
the  camp  were  armed  with  assault  rifles,  other  types  of  rifles  and  a pipe 
bomb.  Everyone  in  camp  knew  police  were  trying  to  get  them  to  leave.  "But 
these  people  remain  in  solidarity  and  support  of  one  another,"  he  said. 

As  for  the  evidence  Ignace  called  during  the  trial  in  an  attempt  to  show 
the  land  on  which  the  camp  was  located  belongs  to  natives,  Bernard  said 
jurors  need  not  spend  a lot  of  time  deliberating  that  issue.  "The  laws  of 
BC  and  Canada  do  apply  and  the  person  or  company  registered  on  title  as 
the  property  is  deemed  to  be  the  owner.  It's  that  simple,"  he  said. 

Bernard  said  the  owner  clearly  is  rancher  Lyle  Dames,  who  had  served 
native  Indians  in  Duly  1994  with  a trespass  notice  after  they  refused  to 
leave  the  property.  In  the  past.  Dames  had  allowed  Indians  to  hold 
ceremonies  on  the  land.  Crown  counsel  are  expected  to  complete  their 
summations  today.  The  court  hears  that  those  who  joined  in  the  armed 
stand-off  must  have  known  that  lives  were  being  placed  in  danger. 
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- "RE:  Gustafsen:  Mainstream  News"  
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-: 

The  (Vancouver)  Province  newspaper,  Tuesday,  April  29,  1997,  Page  A4c 
Title:  Native  fault  cops,  'conspiracy' 

By  Holly  Horwood,  staff  reporter 

The  RCMP's  actions  at  Gustafsen  Lake  amounted  to  a "Canadian  civil  war" 
in  which  lies,  conspiracy  and  brutal  armed  muscle  were  used,  a defence 
lawyer  told  a Surrey  court  yesterday. 

Manual  Azevedo  also  told  B.C.  Supreme  Court  jurors  that  the  RCMP  were 
motivated  by  racism  during  the  1995  month-long  standoff  with  armed  native 
Indian  supporters. 

"If  these  was  a conspiracy,  it  was  not  on  the  part  of  the  accused," 
Azevedo  said  during  final  arguments  in  the  nine-month  trial. 

"It  was  on  the  part  of  the  RCMP  and  their  political  masters  to  once  and 
for  all  crush  this  revival  of  Indian  culture  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  They  were 


going  to  go  night  to  the  prime  minister...  This  case  went  to  the  highest 
authorities,  and  that's  where  the  conspiracy  lay." 

Azevedo,  who  represents  spiritual  singer  Glenn  Denault,  said  there  was 
no  criminal  intent  on  the  part  of  those  who  claimed  the  Gustafsen 
ranchland  as  native  territory.  He  said  the  police  operation  spiralled  out 
of  control  after  Aug.  18,  1995,  when  the  RCMP  called  off  the  two  native 
negotiators:  "At  that  point  the  racism  which  has  been  institutionalized 
and  is  systemic  in  some  institutions  took  over...  it  was  a victory  of 
tanks  over  talk. " 

He  said  RCMP  overstepped  legal  and  moral  bounds  when  police: 

o Conducted  covert  raids  on  the  native  encampment. 

o Lied  to  the  public  about  criminal  records  of  those  in  the  camp. 

o Refused  to  respond  immediately  to  calls  for  help  from  encampment 
members . 

o Amassed  military-style  weaponry,  including  automatic,  high-powered 
sniper  guns  and  armoured  personnel  carriers. 

o Shot  at  (but  missed)  a native  in  an  agreed-upon  "no-shoot  zone." 

Camp  patriarch  Dones  Ignace,  63,  also  known  as  Wolverine,  told  the 
court  the  real  issue  of  native  rights  has  been  ignored  in  the  case. 

"We  stood  up  against  the  best  they  had,"  said  Ignace,  who  is  charged 
with  attempted  murder  after  he  shot  out  the  wheels  of  an  armoured  tank 
that  was  chasing  him.  "Dust  a few  people,  and  yet  we're  called  terrorists.. 
. in  our  own  homeland." 

Crown  counsel  presents  its  arguments  today.  THE  CASE 

ACCUSED:  Fourteen  native  Indians  and  four  non-native  supporters.  The 
charges  range  from  mischief  and  weapons  offences  to  attempted  murder  of 
police  officers. 

STANDOFF:  In  the  Cariboo.  The  month-long  siege  in  the  summer  of  1995 
ended  peacefully  on  Sept.  17. 

ISSUES:  Natives  who  had  permission  since  1989  from  rancher  Lyle  Dames  to 
conduct  a "Sundance"  spiritual  ceremony  on  the  land  lingered  on.  Issues  of 
land  entitlement  escalated  as  RCMP  called  in  military  weapons  and 
denounced  camp  supporters  as  terrorists. 
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"RE : BIA  Armed  Intervention"  

Date:  Tue,  6 May  1997  08:00:08  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Glenn  Gehring  cgehring. l@postbox.acs.ohio-state.edu> 

Sub j : BIA  armed  intervention-Cherokee  Nation 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

I am  writing  to  inform  you  of  a situation  of  utmost  importance  to  Cherokee 
Nation,  and  all  Indian  Nations.  Most  of  you  are  probably  aware  of  the 
situation,  but  it  is  getting  worse.  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  has 
officially  ordered  Cherokee  Marshals  to  vacate  their  offices  and  cease  all 
law  enforcement  activities  within  a week.  I am  hoping  you  will  take  action 
in  attempts  to  prevent  the  BIA  police  from  participating  in  the  illegal 
removal  of  the  marshals  and  the  three  justices  that  comprise  our  highest 
court.  Before  I provide  more  details,  I need  to  briefly  inform  you  of  who  I 
am,  and  my  interest  in  this  issue.  I am  an  ordinary  tribal  member  with  no 
tribal  political  affiliations.  As  such,  last  Friday  I drove  to  Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma  from  Ohio  where  I am  a student  at  the  Ohio  State  University.  I 


went  to  witness  Saturday's  impeachment  or  "court  of  removal"  proceedings.  I 
was  shocked  and  appalled  by  what  I witnessed.  This  illegal  court  action,  and 
federal  armed  intervention,  compelled  me  to  seek  your  help  in  this  issue. 

This  situation  began  when  Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd  came  under  suspicion 
for  misappropriation  of  tribal  money.  It  is  uncontested  that  he  spent 
approximately  $750,000  of  tribal  money  with  his  brother-in-law' s law  firm. 
This  and  other  questionable  transactions  prompted  the  tribal  court  to  grant 
the  request  for  a search  warrant  to  seize  documents  from  Chief  Byrd's 
office.  The  Cherokee  Marshals  executed  the  warrant.  Minutes  later.  Chief 
Byrd  fired  the  Cherokee  Marshals  and  the  Tribal  Prosecutor. 

Cherokee  Nation's  highest  court,  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  issued  an 
order  that  the  firings  were  unconstitutional  and  they  must  be  reinstated. 
Chief  Byrd  refused.  Contempt  of  court  and  other  charges  resulting  from  the 
documents  were  filed  against  Chief  Byrd  and  high  level  administrators . The 
Cherokee  Marshals  moved  to  the  Cherokee  courthouse  where  they  serve  without 
pay,  and  Chief  Byrd  hired  new  Cherokee  Marshals  who  would  be  loyal  to  him. 

The  Cherokee  Constitution  requires  two  thirds  (10)  of  the  fifteen  council 
members  be  present  for  a quorum  to  exist.  Eight  Tribal  Council  members 
voted  to  request  BIA  police  be  sent  to  Cherokee  Nation  without  a quorum 
being  present.  They  also  voted  to  begin  impeachment  proceedings  against  the 
justices.  The  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  later  ruled  the  meeting 
unconstitutional  due  to  a lack  of  a quorum.  Nevertheless,  Ms.  Deer  of  the 
BIA  agreed  to  send  the  BIA  police,  and  a date  was  set  for  impeachment 
proceedings.  When  I attended  the  "court  of  removal,"  armed  BIA  police  were 
numerous,  armed,  and  very  visible. 

The  impeachment  proceedings  or  "court  of  removal"  initially  consisted  of 
nine  council  members,  with  the  ninth  stating  for  the  record  that  the  court 
of  removal  lacks  authority  and  a quorum.  He  then  refused  to  participate  in 
the  illegal  action  and  left  the  council  chambers  leaving  eight  of  the 
fifteen  council  members  present.  The  Cherokee  Constitution  requires  a 
two-thirds  majority  to  impeach.  The  eight  council  members  changed  the  rules 
and  said  that  only  a simple  majority  was  needed.  There  was  no  defense  as 
the  Judicial  Appeals  Court  had  already  ruled  the  proceedings 
unconstitutional  and  the  justices  refused  to  attend.  Consequently,  it  was  a 
"presentation"  instead  of  a court.  Even  so,  they  failed  to  convince  me  as  I 
searched  for  substance  in  their  accusations.  Nevertheless,  they  voted  eight 
to  zero  to  impeach  the  justices.  Chief  Byrd's  spokesperson  stated  Byrd  will 
soon  appoint  new  justices.  Now,  the  BIA  is  participating  in  an  illegal 
attempt  to  take  over  our  highest  court. 

To  put  this  simply.  Principal  Chief  Joe  Byrd  came  under  investigation  and 
fired  those  investigating  him,  those  prosecuting  him,  and  those  who  would 
judge  him.  Then  Byrd  subsequently  appointed  people  in  those  positions  who 
would  be  loyal  to  him.  For  the  BIA  police  to  participate  in  this  travesty 
of  justice  would  be  a crime  to  the  Cherokee  People,  and  all  Indian  Peoples. 

Please  understand  that  if  the  illegal  marshals,  under  the  orders  of  an 
illegal  court,  along  with  the  BIA  police,  attempt  to  execute  illegal  orders 
against  the  legitimate  justices  and  marshals,  it  may  provoke  and  incite  a 
seriously  dangerous  situation.  It  may  also  set  precedence  for  this  kind  of 
action  elsewhere.  Please  help  prevent  this  attempted  takeover  of  Cherokee 
Nation's  highest  court  by  becoming  actively  involved.  Please  write 
President  Clinton,  Bruce  Babbitt,  Ada  Deer,  and  anyone  else  you  can  think 
of,  to  tell  them  the  BIA  police  should  not  assist  in  any  enforcement  actions 
against  any  segment  of  Cherokee  Nation's  government.  Also,  tribal  members 
of  Cherokee  Nation  can  sign  a referendum  petition.  Please  e-mail  me  and 
I'll  fax  a copy  of  the  petition.  Our  Constitution  must  be  given  time  to 
work.  Your  Nation  may  be  next! 

Sincerely, 

Glenn  Gehring 

Tribal  member  --  Cherokee  Nation 
(Opinion  is  my  own) 

"RE : New  York  State  Broken  Treaties"  


Date:  Mon,  05  May  1997  07:11:18  -0600 
From:  taiyi@rocketmail.com 


Sub j : New  York  State  at  "WAR"  with  Indians  Due  to  Broken  Treaties 


Newsgroups : alt . native , alt . consciousness, alt .dreams , alt .activism, 
soc . culture. native, alt .meditation, alt . pagan, alt . penpals .forty- plus -yrs 

3:47  AM  5/5/97  - cc:  CNN 

Good  morning: 

Please  forgive  the  crossposts,  but  there  has  been  absolutely  *no* 
national,  and  very  little  local  news  coverage  of  these  events.  It 
is  imperative  that  the  word  gets  out!  Please  forward  this  to  any 
contacts  you  have.  The  media  will  not  become  interested  until  enough 
people  begin  to  ask,  "what's  the  story  here?"  Thank-you  for  your  help. 


To  the  media: 

There  seems  to  be  a conspiracy  of  silence  regarding  the  breaking  of 
treaty,  police  action,  and  subsequent  uprising  at  the  Cattaraugus  and 
Allegheny  Indian  reservations  in  New  York. 

It  comes  as  no  surprise  to  most  Native  Americans  that  Treaties  are 
still  being  broken  in  the  year  1997. 

It  would  be  wonderful  if  the  institution  of  governmental  racism  and 
actions  taken  to  intentionally  cause  harm  to  indigenous  people  of 
our  own  country  received  the  worldwide  coverage  given  to  other  countries, 
as  does  racism  directed  at  other  groups  in  our  society,  but  that  is 
virtually  never  the  case.  We  hear  about  Bosnian  factions,  apartheid  in 
South  Africa,  Chechnyans  in  Russia,  disenfranchised  American  Blacks  and 
Hispanicsj  the  list  goes  on... 

Perhaps  the  media  ignores  the  plight  of  the  Indian  because  there  are  so 
few  of  us,  but  the  fact  is  that  the  systematic  efforts  of  government 
to  eradicate  Native  people  *do*  exist. 

Perhaps  we  do  not  receive  attention  from  the  media  because  when  we 
are  gone,  America  will  not  have  to  face  the  shame  of  400  years  of 
slaughter  and  broken  Treaties  that  constitute  the  invisible  principles 
upon  which  this  "Great  Nation"  was  built. 

A young  Onondaga  Indian  living  on  a Seneca  Reservation  in  Western  New 
York  State  has  been  trying  to  disseminate  the  news  of  this  latest 
governmental  action  via  the  internet.  If  not  for  her,  I would  not  have 
heard  of  this.  This  truth  fails  to  surprise  me.  Is  there  any  doubt  this 
story  deserves  national  attention? 

These  are  her  words.  I have  removed  identifying  remarks  and  headings 
in  order  to  protect  her.  She  has  put  herself  in  harm's  way: 

Dated:  Sat,  03  May  1997  13:58:26  -0700 

It  is  always  a good  sign  when  people  can  think  openly. 

One  of  the  reasons  I was  looking  through  profiles  keyword  Native 
American  is  because  I am  an  Onondaga  Indian  living  on  a Seneca 
Reservation  in  Western  New  York.  For  the  last  4 weeks  we  have 
been  at  "war"  with  NY  State.  Gov.  Pataki  has  stopped  shipments  of 
gas  and  cigarettes  to  native  merchants  on  the  reservation  because 
we  refuse  to  charge  sales  tax  and  pay  it  to  NY  State.  You  see,  being 
indigenous  to  these  lands,  we  have  treaties  that  state  we  are  a 
sovereign  land  and  subject  to  federal  law  and  Seneca  nation  law,  NOT 
NY  State  law.  NY  State  is  in  violation  of  these  treaties.  Our  nation 
was  held  captive  last  Monday  April  21st,  surrounded  by  state  troopers, 
who  wouldn't  let  people  on  or  off  the  reservation. 

This  included  children  trying  to  get  to  school,  people  trying  to  get 
to  work,  and  2 dialysis  patients.  It  is  a violation  of  state 
law.  Because  all  the  smoke  shops  and  gas  stations  have  been  forced 
to  close  down,  there  are  now  800  adults  out  of  work  out  of  a 
population  of  2,000.  This  is  a disaster.  We  have  held  rallies. 

Peace  marches.  Sent  2 buses  of  protesters  to  the  state  capital. 

The  Gov.,  told  our  President,  Michael  Schinler,  last  Wednesday 
morning  that  we  could  come  to  an  agreement  whereby  the  Seneca 
Nation  would  become  wholesaler  and  distributor  to  the  Native  retailers, 
keeping  the  prices  competitive,  but  with  the  Seneca  Nation  keeping  the 


difference  to  improve  the  reservation  (we  are  building  schools, 
and  already  have  preK-3rd,  and  Elderly  housing),  but  by  evening  the 
Gov.  said  "no  deal,"  and  even  implied  that  our  President  was  lying 
about  what  was  said  between  them. 

(No  I'm  not  surprised) 

I am  writing  to  make  you  aware  of  what  is  happening  here  and  to 
ask  that  you  pass  on  the  news,  as  we  are  getting  no  national 
coverage.  Even  when  we  shut  down  Interstate  90  last  Sunday  for 
20  hours,  the  issues  didn't  get  any  coverage.  The  Interstate 
happens  to  run  across  our  reservation  as  do  telephone  and  gas 
lines . 

You  probably  haven't  heard  about  this  because  there  isn't  any 
national  coverage.  I am  asking  people  to  help  by  calling  these 
national  news  agencies  to  ask  for  coverage  of  the  dispute  between 
the  Seneca's  and  New  York  State. 

ABC  212-456-7777 
NBC  212-664-4444 
CBS  212-975-3247 
CNN  (fax  only)  404-681-3578 

Also  I ask  that  you  call  the  White  House  Comment  line.  This  is  a 
phone  service  for  average  citizens  to  call  and  express  there 
views  on  issues,  it  has  an  "issue  menu"  which  doesn't  include 
NY  vs.  the  Senecas  so  you  have  to  press  0 and  talk  to  an  aide. 

Please  state  that  you  have  heard  that  New  York  State  is  violating 
Federal  Treaties  with  the  Seneca  Indians  and  you  would  like  the 
President  to  give  it  his  attention.  The  number  is  202-456-1414. 

The  call  should  not  take  more  than  3 minutes  so  the  cost  should 
be  nominal. 

This,  of  course,  is  more  than  a tax  issue.  The  issue  is  that  we 
have  a federal  treaty  and  NY  State  needs  to  remember  this: 

Native  Americans,  we  exist,  STILL,  today!!!  Thank-you  for  your 
time . 

Nawah  Skano  (I  honor  you.  You  are  strong), 

(name  removed  to  protect  source) 

(PS:  You  can  access  one  of  our  local  TV  web  sites  at  www.wivb.com. 

Of  course,  it  is  slanted  and  incomplete  but  you  can  get  a sense  of 
what  is  going  on.) 

(Author's  note:  I surfed  the  local  TV  web  sites,  including  WVIB 
in  Buffalo,  NY,  and,  not  surprisingly,  found  no  mention  any  of 
this  on  their  web  pages.) 


Dated:  Sat,  3 May  97  18:53:08  +0000 

All  can  be  documented  from  local  TV  broadcasting  (I  the  taped  the 
local  news)  and  newspaper  clippings... 

<<SNIP>> 

To  update  you:  the  troopers  are  here  in  force  still,  at  several 
points  around  our  2 reservations  (Cattaraugus  and  Allegheny  are 
about  20  miles  apart),  last  night  I was  in  Steamburg,  a long  forgotten 
railroad  stop,  with  about  50-70  residents  on  the  border  of  the 
Allegheny  reservation,  the  Steamburg  fire  hall  is  being  used  as 
a command  post.  There  were  35  trooper  cruisers  there  and  we 
understand  that  there  are  two  patrols  of  7 cars  each  that  cruise 
that  part  of  the  border.  So  that  would  be  49  cars,  or  just  under 
100  troopers.  That  is  just  one  of  the  outposts  on  the  Allegheny 
reservation.  On  the  Cattaraugus  reservation,  which  has  Interstate  90 
running  through  it  there  are  double  the  amount  of  troopers. 

Tuesday  night  6 young  Seneca  men  took  part  of  the  fire  from  the  road 
side  (the  state  only  has  the  right-of-way  35  feet  from  the  highway 
and  we  are  burning  back  from  that)  and  placed  it  in  the  median  of 
highway  17.  The  troopers  were  watching  and  taking  pictures  with 
night  vision  equipment  and  saw  what  was  going  on.  The  young  men  had 
put  bandanas  on  their  faces  to  so  they  couldn't  be  identified.  Within 
10  minutes,  just  under  100  troopers  swarmed  down  into  the  Indian 


encampment.  This  was  reported  in  the  Salamanca  Press  so  it  is 
documented.  This  fire  has  been  burning  since  April  1st,  and  there 
are  several  Indians  who  have  vowed  to  keep  it  burning  until  the 
State  leaves. 

I usually  take  supplies  to  them  such  as  propane  and  water.  They  also 
need  wood  because  they  will  not  burn  tires.  I wish  there  was  a way 
to  get  this  type  of  stuff  donated  to  them. 

There  have  been  so  many  people  and  even  tribes  that  have  written  me 
back  to  me  wanting  to  help... 


<<SNIP>> 

Today,  Saturday,  we  had  a protest  in  Buffalo  and  tomorrow  we  will 
protest  the  2 Uni-marts  that  are  still  receiving  gas  and  selling 
gas  on  the  Allegheny  reservation.  They  are  allowed  to  operate 
because  they  are  non-Native  owned.  There  is  a man  in  Maine  named 
Tim  Spotted  Wolf  who  has  a Native  American  radio  show  that  is 
broadcast  on  the  WWW  Mondays  12:00-2:00.  I have  sent  him  copies 
of  the  newscasts  and  clippings  and  he  has  said  he  will  start 
reporting  on  our  situation  this  Monday.  You  have  to  download  Real 
Audio  to  receive  this  broadcast.  The  broadcast  originates  from 
WRBC  91.5  FM  - Radio  at  Bates  College. 

I really  am  quite  green  at  this  (computing  and  the  internet),  so  if 
you  know  a better  way  to  get  the  news  out  than  what  I'm  doing 
(individually  e-mailing  profiles  of  users  that  reflect  an  NA  interest) 
let  me  know. 

====  posted  via  Deja  News  ==== 

http://www.dejanews.com/  Search,  Read,  Post  to  Usenet 

"RE : Chief  Schindler  writes  President"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Apr  1997  18:20:45  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : SENECA:  Chief  Schindler  writes  Pres.  Clinton  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Tue,  29  Apr  1997  12:03:16  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-: 

This  has  just  come  in,  by  FAX  of  the  original.  I hope  you  can  send  it  on 
if  you  want  a FAX  of  the  copy  I have,  please  let  me  know.  I'll  send  it  to 
you.  There  are  many  who  would  want  to  see  it,  have  no  eMail  capabilities. 

Without  all  the  support  possible,  it  is  something  that  can  happen  to 
anyone  of  us  — Indians,  Indian  Nations  — or,  should  anyone  so  decide--all 
the  rest.  Contact  your  U.S.  Representatives,  whoever,  please  be  heard. 

Mr.  Schmidt  (who  originated  the  copy  by  FAX)  quoted  Ben 

Franklin  --"Gentlemen,  if  we  don't  hang  together  now,  we  shall  most 

assuredly  hang  separately." 

Firehair--Eastern  Tribal  People's  Support  and  Coalition 
Grey  Wolf  - - Eastern  Tribal  Rights  Assoc. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

April  27  1997 

President  William  3.  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
Washington,  D.C.  20500 

Dear  President  Clinton, 

As  President  of  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians,  I am  requesting  Federal 
intervention  between  the  Seneca  nation  of  Indians  and  the  State  of  New  York 
regarding  New  York's  attempt  to  regulate  our  commerce  within  our  territorial 
boundaries.  The  Attea  decision  only  provides  for  the  pre-collection  of  taxes 
on  motor  fuel  and  cigarette  products  sold  to  non-members.  We,  as  a sovereign 
nation,  maintain  we  have  the  right  to  regulate  commerce  within  our  own 


territorial  boundaries  as  the  Canandaigua  Treaty  of  1794  states" .. .Now  the 
United  States  acknowledge  all  the  lands  within  the  aforementioned  boundaries 
to  be  the  property  of  the  Seneca  Nation;  and  the  United  States  will  never 
claim  the  same,  NOR  DISTURB  THE  SENECAS  FREE  USE  AND  ENJOYMENT  THEREOF ... "and 
the  Buffalo  Creek  Compromise  Treaty  of  1842  which  states:  tat  the  Seneca 
lands  are  "...FREE  from  all  tax",  which  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians  signed 
with  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  following  is  a chronological  summary  of  the  events  that  have  occurred 
since  March  1977  which  forms  the  basis  for  this  request  and  illustrates  the 
potential  for  further  violence  on  the  Seneca  Territories,  Cattaraugus, 
Allegheny  and  Oil  Springs  Reservations. 

Chronological  Order: 

March  1997:  Discussion  between  Governor  Pataki's  office  and  the  Seneca 
Nation  of  Indians  failed  to  formulate  an  agreement  before  April  1,  1997 
deadline  that  would  have  allowed  the  continued  sales  of  gasoline,  cigarettes 
and  other  tobacco  products  be  Seneca  vendors. 

Reason:  Senecas  will  not  agree  to  language  that  allows  New  York  State  to 
receive  sales  and  distribution  information  on  a weekly  basis,  through 
information  sharing  our  "books"  would  be  open  to  the  State  which  interferes 
with  our  Sovereign  rights  to  self  governance  by  regulating  our  own  commerce 
within  our  territorial  boundaries.  This  action  indicates  that  New  York  State 
is  assuming  a paternal  role  and  does  not  give  full  faith  and  credit  to  the 
Nation's  ability  to  administer  and  regulate  our  enterprises  and  reservation 
business.  The  Seneca  nation  is  in  agreement  to: 

1)  Implement  it's  own  Wholesale  and  Distribution  Law,  and 

2)  increase  sales  prices  on  gas,  cigarettes  and  other  tobacco  products;  and 

3)  Maintain  records  of  sales,  including  : amounts  sold,  receipts  to  Seneca 
businesses,  with  the  intent  to  control  abuses  related  to  "boot  legging"  of 
said  products. 

April  2,1997:  New  York  State,  through  use  of  New  York  State  Police  force, 
stop  and  impound  gasoline  shipments  destined  to  the  Seneca  Reservations.  New 
York  state  police  presence  is  excessive  around  the  Cattaraugus  and  Allegheny 
Reservations.  Within  two  weeks,  tribal  and  individual  gas  stations  are  out 
of  gas,  employees  are  laid  off,  or  hours  reduced. 

April,  1997:  New  York  State  Police  stated  they  were  "attempting"  to  regulate 
traffic  on  Route  17  in  Steamburg,  NY.  (Allegheny  Reservation)  while  amateur 
video  shown  on  all  local  news  stations  show  that  Officers  had  their  backs  to 
traffic  and  were  observing  a tire  fire.  Meanwhile,  a non-native  gentleman 
from  Forestville,  NY  came  around  a corner  at  the  speed  limit  where  no  State 
Police  were  directing  traffic.  His  vehicle  smashed  into  the  back  of  another 
vehicle  and  exploded,  he  was  killed  instantly.  State  Police  Major  Perez 
alleged  that  it  was  due  to  having  to  remove  debris  placed  on  the  highway  by 
Seneca  protestors. 

April  18,  1997:  Seneca  Nation  is  forced  to  lay  off  over  130  tribal  employees 
as  a direct  result  of  loss  of  revenue  from  gas  and  cigarette  sales.  More 
layoffs  and  program  cutbacks  are  expected.  Tribal  bingo  operations  report 
reduced  attendance  during  this  crisis,  thus  loss  of  more  revenues. 

April  20,  1997:  Non-Seneca  supporters  organized  a peaceful  protest  for 
Sunday  afternoon  on  the  Cattaraugus  Reservation.  A peaceful  protest  march  was 
planned  for  routes  5 & 20  in  Irving,  New  York.  Approximately  2000  Indian  and 
non-Indian  supporters  attended  this  rally.  As  marchers  walked  down  onto  the 
New  York  State  thruway,  they  are  confronted  by  Major  Pedro  Perez,  of  the  New 
York  State  Police.  Major  Perez  attempted  to  block  the  marchers  and  told  them 
to  disband  and  get  off  the  highway.  As  tempers  flared  on  both  sides. 


physical  confrontation  followed  the  verbal  exchanges.  Twelve  (12)  State 
Police  and  some  marchers  were  injured  in  the  scuffle.  Pepper  spray  was  used 
with  the  State  Police  blaming  the  marchers  for  using  this  product. 

Damages  occurred  to  police  vehicles,  also.  Marchers  quickly  retaliated  by 
setting  fires  on  the  thruway,  resulting  in  the  closing  of  that  road  over 
night  and  similar  activity  on  the  Allegheny  Reservation  closed  the  route  17 
expressway.  An  additional  300-400  State  Police  officers  were  brought  into 
the  Salamanca  area  and  the  Irving/Gowanda  area. 

April  22,  1997:  At  5:00  am,  on  April  21,  1997,  New  York  State  placed  this 
nation  under  siege  with  the  presence  of  well  over  400  State  Troopers  which 
used  excessive  force  to  prohibit  ingress  and  egress  on  our  territories  with 
roadblocks  at  major  entrances,  lives  were  jeopardized  and  civil  rights  were 
violated.  The  State  Police  and  protesters  clash  in  the  early  morning  hours 
and  several  Seneca  People,  including  defenseless  women,  were  injured.  One 
woman  was  knocked  unconscious  with  head  injuries  inflicted  by  the  State 
Police.  The  Cattaraugus  Indian  Reservation  Volunteer  Fire  Department 
(CIRVFD)  established  a "staging  area"  at  the  Irving  Indoor  Arena.  Attempts 
to  respond  to  the  injuries  resulted  in  harassment  and  denial  of  access  to 
the  site  at  five  (5)  separate  State  Police  check  points.  The  North  Collins 
ambulance  crew  attempted  to  respond  and  did  finally  get  on  site  only  to  be 
told  by  the  State  Police  that  everything  was  okay  and  there  were  no  injuries. 

State  Police  had  removed  the  victim  to  one  of  the  patrol  cars  and  did  not 
seek  medical  attention  for  over  an  hour  for  this  unconscious  woman.  (Pam 
Pierce  of  Irving,  NY)  Later,  Richard  lemison,  a Tribal  Councillor,  was  in  an 
altercation  with  State  Police  and  received  a head  injury.  Fie  was  later 
processed  on  assault  charges.  A total  of  24  People,  mostly  Senecas,  were 
arrested  and  charged.  State  Police  closed  the  roads  to  the  Cattaraugus 
Reservation,  denying  residents  passage  to  their  dialysis  treatments,  doctors 
access  to  the  health  clinics  and  nurses  denied  access  to  their  home  health 
care  patients.  New  York  State  Troopers  stopped  and  searched  school  buses 
for  weapons,  frightening  our  3 to  4 year  old  children  and  preventing  our 
older  children  access  to  education.  A Peacemaker  Dudge  for  the  Cattaraugus 
Reservation  when  attempting  to  leave  was  told  by  a State  Trooper  that  he 
might  not  be  able  to  get  back  on  the  reservation  after  leaving.  As  a result, 
his  scheduled  court  cases  had  to  be  cancelled  on  the  Allegheny  Reservation, 
interfering  with  his  ability  to  conduct  his  duties.  The  Laidlaw  busing 
company  was  denied  access  to  pick  up  reservation  students  attending  Lake 
Shore  Central  School.  Silver  Creek  Central  School  did  not  send  a bus  to  pick 
up  reservation  students  and  Gowanda  Central  School  did  not  send  a bus  to  pick 
up  reservation  students,  Gowanda  Central  School  closed  for  the  day.  On  the 
Allegheny  Reservation,  Salamanca  City  schools  remained  open  and  utilized 
alternate  routes  available  to  pick  up  reservation  students.  By  State  Police 
blocking  and  closing  transportation  routes  to  the  reservation,  it  caused 
further  panic  and  frustration  to  the  Seneca  People. 

The  Seneca  Nation  was  informed  that  a delegation  representing  the  governor's 
office  would  arrive  in  Dunkirk,  New  York  at  4:00  pm  wanting  to  meet  Seneca 
officials,  in  hopes  of  resolving  the  violent  and  critical  situation  currently 
existing  between  New  York  and  the  Senecas. 

April  22,  1997:  Again,  State  Police  stop  and  search  Seneca  Nation  Head  Start 
buses  which  were  picking  up  and  transporting  3 & 4 year  old  children  to  the 
Head  Start  pre-school  program  on  the  reservation.  These  small  children  sat 
in  fear  while  State  Police  questioned  the  drivers  and  searched  for  weapons. 
School  buses  were  again  refused  entry  from  the  Silver  Creek  School  in  the 
morning  and  tribal  members  were  not  allowed  from  one  end  of  the  reservation 
to  the  other  as  State  Police  maintained  a road  block  at  the  thruway  overpass 
on  route  438,  route  5 & 20.  A delegation  of  Tribal  Councilors  agreed  to  meet 
with  Pataki  Delegation.  Senecas  informed  the  State  that  gasoline  shipments 
this  afternoon  must  not  be  impounded  since  this  is  for  distribution  to 
tribal  members  only.  This  action  would  help  relieve  some  stress  among 
tribal  members  who  have  suffered  compounded  losses  since  April  1st.  A 
second  action  the  Senecas  and  the  State  agreed  to  was  to  de-escalate  the 
State  Police  presence  on  the  Cattaraugus  and  Allegheny  territories  to  levels 


prior  to  the  confrontation  on  Sunday.  The  State  agreed  verbally  to  remove 
approximately  400  State  Police.  The  Seneca  nation  promised  to  increase  our 
deputy  marshall  force  for  Allegheny  and  Cattaraugus  territories  and  work 
co-operatively  with  New  York  State  Police  to  maintain  peace  within  our 
boundaries.  Including  stopping  the  demonstrations  and  fires  along  highways 
and  the  N.Y.S.  Thruway.  On  the  Allegheny  reservation,  at  9:15  a.m.,  81 
students  staged  a walk  out  from  the  Salamanca  Central  School  district  Middle 
and  High  School  in  protest  of  New  York's  attempt  to  collect  taxes.  This 
included  about  64%  Native  American  Students  and  36%  non-Native  supporters. 

Students  congregated  at  a location  along  route  17  expressway  and  started 
fires  and  held  protest  signs.  Parents  and  community  members  worked  quickly 
to  disperse  the  protest  fearing  the  State  Police  would  retaliate  against  our 
children  with  physical  force.  No  confrontation  resulted  between  the  Senecas 
and  State  Police  regarding  this  incident.  However,  the  children's  actions 
served  as  an  alarm  to  parents,  school  officials  and  school  administration 
realizing  the  need  to  work  with  our  children  and  help  bring  them  through  this 
crisis . 

The  Seneca  Nation  and  its  residents  were  under  siege  by  New  York  State 
Police  on  Monday  morning  through  Tuesday  afternoon  April  21-22,  1997.  Through  a 
meeting  with  state  representatives  and  Seneca  officials  the  Seneca  nation 
established  control  over  activities  within  the  tribal  boundaries  as  long  as 
New  York  state  Police  forces  are  reduced.  However,  the  state  of  affairs 
between  the  Seneca  nation  of  Indians  and  New  York  State  is  fragile  and  the 
potential  for  violence  and  possible  loss  of  human  life  is  very  real  since  no 
real  progress  has  been  made  to  resolve  the  underlying  issue  of  New  York 
State's  infringement  on  our  sovereignty. 

As  President  of  the  Seneca  nation,  I am  urging  you  to  immediately  honor  this 
request  for  your  intervention  to  assist  the  Seneca  Nation  and  New  York  State 
in  resolving  this  major  issue  without  bloodshed. 

Urgently  submitted, 

Michael  W.  Schindler,  President 
SENECA  NATION  OF  INDIANS 

cc:  John  Emerson,  Deputy  Assistant  to  the  President 
Janet  Reno,  Attorney  General,  Dept,  of  Justice 
Benjamin  Knighthorse  Campbell,  Senator 
Daniel  K.  Inouye,  Senator 
Louise  Slaughter  U.S.  Congresswoman 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink . org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<maj or domo@speakeasy.org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Indian  School  Joins  Walk"  

From:  "EREC  - Fort,  Don"  <DFORT@nciinc . com> 

Sub j : FW:  Indian  School  Joins  "Walk  to  Save  Ou 
Date:  Fri,  02  May  97  05:06:00  PDT 


UUCP  email 


For  Immediate  Release 
May  1,  1997 

Contact:  Paula  Rabideaux 
N.E.P.E.W. 

Nations  for  the  Environmental  Protection  of  Earth's  Waters 
(Eve)  (414)  906-0431 

Indian  Community  School  loins  the  "Walk  To  Save  Our  Waters" 

(Milwaukee,  WI)  On  Friday,  May  2,  1997  at  9:00am.,  the  "Walk  to  Save 
Our  Waters"  which  began  April  26  at  the  farm  where  the  white  buffalo 
calf  was  born  and  has  been  heading  towards  Milwaukee,  will  enter  the 
Milwaukee  area  Friday  morning.  Dewey  Schanandore,  the  Menominee  leading 
the  walk,  will  come  through  Milwaukee  by  way  of  Blue  Mound  Road  and 
head  up  State  Street  where  it  will  meet  at  the  Indian  Community  School 
at  3121  W.  State  St. 

A meal  and  gathering  are  scheduled  for  9:00  a.m.  where  the  children  of 
the  school,  250+  will  be  anxiously  waiting  for  the  walk.  After  the  meal 
Mr.  Schanandore  will  talk  with  the  children  and  tell  them  about  the 
danger  to  the  waters  and  about  the  walk  itself.  At  approximately 
10:00am  the  children  will  join  the  group  and  walk  towards  Appleton  Ave. 
where  the  walk  will  continue  to  Fond  du  Lac,  WI.  Apesanahkwat, 

Menominee  Tribal  Chairman,  and  Ken  Fish,  Director,  Menominee  Treaty 
Rights  & Mining  Impacts  office,  will  join  in  the  walk  as  it  comes  to 
the  school  and  heads  toward  Appleton  Ave. 

The  walk,  over  355  miles,  which  aims  to  help  raise  awareness  about  the 
proposed  Crandon  mine,  has  been  on  schedule  averaging  17-20  miles  a 
day.  The  route  out  of  Milwaukee  is  by  way  of  Appleton  Ave.  to  highway 
175  where  it  will  continue  to  Fond  du  Lac  by  Monday,  May  5,  Oshkosh  on 
Tuesday,  May  6,  and  Appleton  on  Wednesday,  May  7. 

A hotline  has  been  set  up  to  track  Dewey's  location  as  he  walks.  Each 
evening  as  he  stops,  his  location  will  be  recorded  at  (414)  342-8166 
for  those  wishing  to  locate  and  join  him  walking.  For  questions  call 
(414)  906-0431,  or  write  to  N.E.P.E.W.  c/o  Siggneauk  Interfaith 
Spiritual  Center,  3126  W.  Kilbourn,  Milwaukee,  WI  53208. 

A concerned  group  of  American  Indians  in  the  Milwaukee  area  have  joined 
under  the  name  N.  E.  P.  E.  W.,  (Nations  for  the  Environmental 
Protection  of  Earth's  Waters),  in  an  effort  to  help  protect  the  Wolf 
River.  The  word  NEPEW  is  actually  a word  from  the  Menominee  language 
meaning  WATER.  Wade  Fernandez,  a Menominee  member  of  the  group  said 
"Our  waters  are  the  blood  stream  of  our  Mother  Earth.  From  her  womb 
comes  the  rivers  of  life  that  sustain  all  her  children.  If  we  allow  her 
blood  to  be  poisoned,  we  are  allowing  her  children--our  brothers, 
sisters,  and  ourselves--to  be  poisoned.  Water  is  a symbol  of  life. 

Don't  let  Wisconsin's  waters  become  a symbol  of  death." 

Dewey  Schanandore,  the  Menominee  leading  the  walk,  said  "We  have  to  let 
our  young  people  know  that  protecting  our  resources  is  the  most 
important  thing  we  can  do.  There  will  be  no  compromise  with  the 
corporation.  Earth  First." 

"The  Menominee  are  Wisconsin's  original  residents,  our  people 
originated  from  this  area  over  10,000  years  ago.  These  waters  have 
sustained  our  ancestors  for  this  long,  it  is  our  duty  to  protect  these 
waters  for  the  next  seven  generations",  said  Paula  Rabideaux,  a 
Menominee  member  of  the  group.  The  group  has  coordinated  the  walk  to 
gain  support  and  invite  others  to  walk  through  their  area. 

"RE : From  Delyla  Wilson"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Apr  97  19:12:55  -0600 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

Sub j : From  Delyla  Wilson 

UUCP  email 

Subject:  Yellowstone  Bison 

Sorry  it  took  so  long  to  respond  but  life  moves  quickly.  Thank  you  for  the 
donations  you've  gathered  it  has  helped  a lot.  Since  I plead  not  guilty  to 


all  charges  things  are  just  pretty  much  hanging  around.  The  killing  has 
slowed  dramatically  but  not  stopped.  As  you  probably  already  know  May  1 is 
the  doomsday  deadline.  All  bison  in  MT  will  be  shot  even  if  they  were 
previously  tested,  marked  and  released.  We  have  been  trying  desperately  to 
put  together  a protest  in  West  Yellowstone(where  a few  bison  are  still  out) 
but  have  had  no  luck.  Right  now  our  focus  is  being  an  very  visible  force  in 
Yellowstone  during  tourist  season.  They  did  release  107  back  into 
Yellowstone  that  were  being  held  by  Park  Officials.  4 are  being  held  in 
Bozeman  for  research  and  are  slotted  to  be  killed  next  fall  after  they  calf 
and  researchers  find  out  if  they  transmit  brucellosis  to  their  calves.  The 
C.U.T.  ranch  has  officially  gone  up  for  sale  and  we  are  currently  starting  a 
campaign  to  get  folks  to  write  their  congressional  representatives  and  demand 
that  this  property  be  bought  with  the  Land  and  Water  Fund  or  by  whatever 
means  necessary  to  expand  the  Park  for  winter  range.  This  will  never  be 
instituted  out  of  Montana  but  an  act  of  congress  brought  up  by  any  congress 
member  can  make  this  happen.  This  is  going  to  be  a major  focus  of  our  Park 
campaign  this  summer.  Please  spread  the  word  to  your  list.  Oh  yeah  May  1st 
is  a Black  Arm  Band  Day  in  protest  of  the  Yellowstone  Bison  Slaughter.  Wear 
either  a straight  Black  Arm  Band  or  one  with  a Bison  Stenciled  on  it  to  show 
your  outrage.  Spread  the  word.  One  more  thing  a bill  passed  in  MT  that 
next  year  all  Bison  rounded  up  alive  will  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  the 
money  going  to  the  DOL.  Dust  another  kill  em  policy  by  MT.  Thats  all  for 
now  but  keep  in  touch. 

Delyla  Wilson 

May  the  Buffalo  Roam  Free  Forever 


To  the  Buffalo  Rescue  list: 

I ask  two  things  of  the  list. 

1.  Write  the  President  and  ask  him  to  intervene  and  stop  the  slaughter,  now 
and  for  the  future. 

2.  Send  a copy  of  this,  and  all  posts  I send  you  to  four  of  your  friends 
and  ask  them  to  do  the  same. 

We  need  numbers,  significant  numbers  of  people,  to  write  the  President  and 
demand  that  this  slaughter  stop.  This  is  the  only  chance  we  have  of  making 
it  happen. 

With  the  internet  that  we  have  available  to  us,  and  treating  this  like  a 

"chain  letter",  we  can  secure  millions  of  letters  to  the  president,  and 

that  can't  be  ignored. 

So,  just  as  we  have  all  done  with  the  letters  we  receive  saying  "pass  it  on 
or  suffer  the  consequences",  I am  asking  all  of  you  on  the  list  to  pass  this 
on  to  at  least  four  people,  and  ask  them  to  do  the  same,  and  have  them  ask 

to  do  the  same,  and  , well  you  get  the  idea. 

Otherwise,  the  buffalo  will  suffer  the  consequences. 

Thank  you  all  for  your  efforts We  will  prevail. 

(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 

\ o ~ / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 

(A  A)  (Remember  Wounded  Knee) 

\*/  http://www.eden.com/~jdkc 

"RE : Yellowstone  Buffalo"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Apr  1997  17:31:39  -0600 

From:  stop-the-slaughter@wildrockies.org  (buffalo  folks) 

Sub j : Yellowstone  Buffalo 

UUCP  email 

Dear  Friends  of  the  Bison, 

Thanks  for  your  support  on  May  1. 

I sincerely  hope  that  the  public  pressure  of  folks  "keeping  an  eye"  on 
Montana  and  their  actions  helps  resolve  this  issue. 

UPDATE: 

There  are  still  animals  outside  the  park. 


Some  on  Horse  Butte,  some  by  Hiway  20  and  some  by  Hiway  191. 

At  this  time,  we  still  do  not  know  what  action  the  Montana  Department  of 
Livestock  will  take  on  these  animals. 

Activists  and  elders  are  gathering  in  Gardiner  and  West  Yellowstone  to  be 
first  hand  witnesses  and  try  and  haze  the  bison  back  into  the  park.  Last 
night  there  was  a blizzard  in  West  Yellowstone,  so  the  outdoor  work  is 
grueling. 

I will  contact  you  with  a final  update  when  I know  more.  For  now,  the 
best  we  can  do  is  keep  up  the  pressure  (phone  calls  and  letters)  that  it  is 
unacceptable  to  kill  even  1 more  buffalo  and  send  good  thoughts. 

The  number  of  the  Gardiner  "Buffalo  Nation"  office  is  406.848.9867 
This  will  be  the  central  hub  for  the  coordination  of  tables  all  summer  in 
the  park  and  for  any  legal  actions  that  will  need  to  be  taken. 

Anyone  wishing  to  help  this  summer  at  educational  public  tables  can  call 
them. 

Any  activists  willing  to  become  involved  in  direct  action  can  contact  the 
Bison  Action  Group  at  406.586.9141 

Any  donations  are  appreciated  and  can  be  sent  to  the  Bison  Project 
c/o  Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers 
POB  7941  Missoula,  MT  59807 

or  to  the  Intertribal  Bison  Cooperative. . .check  their  website  for  address. 
This  internet  campaign  and  a lot  of  the  activists  activities  have  been 
volunteer. . .any  help  in  covering  expenses  is  appreciated. 

I hope  you  continue  to  check  in  to  our  web  site  and  stay  informed  as  to 
current  developments  in  the  situation.  Tell  your  friends  about  it  if  you 
have  time... the  State  of  Montana  still  has  not  changed  its  stand. 

I am  off  to  Gardiner  so  will  be  gone  for  awhile. 

I will  be  taking  a copy  of  all  your  names  with  to  show  the  degree  of 
concern  around  the  nation  and  the  globe. 

Thanks  for  your  support,  black  arm  bands,  letters,  prayers  and  phone  calls. 
I am  very  encouraged  by  the  large  response  garnered  in  6 short  days  of  this 
internet  campaign. 

Anyone  desiring  a copy  of  the  letter  and  signatures  via  email  need  only 
request  it. 

The  activists  in  the  Wild  Rockies  are  very  busy  trying  to  defend  the  last 
remnants  of  intact  ecosystems  and  biological  diversity.  You  are  a powerful 
national  voice  and  ally  that  can  help  with  these  issues.  The  Wild  Rockies 
SLATE  <http://www.wildrockies.org>  is  a great  site  to  keep  abreast  of 
current  grassroot  activist  issues  here. 

Again,  thanks  and  keep  up  the  good  work! 
a small  group  of  concerned  citizens  can  make  a difference!  speak  your  mind! 
for  the  earth, 
su 

As  a final  note: 

Until  May  3rd,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  is  taking  public 
comments  on  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS)  entitled  Draft 
Standards  for  Rangeland  Health  and  Guidelines  for  Livestock  Grazing 
Management.  Even  a small  number  of  comments  and  questions  by  bison 
advocates  addressed  to  this  document  could  have  significant  influence  on 
the  issue. 

email  <bison@wildrockies .org>  to  request  details 

For  more  information  about  the  plight  of  the  Yellowstone  Bison 

check  out  this  web  site 

http://www.wildrockies.org/bison 

Mitakuye  Oyasin  (All  My  Relations) 

"RE : Reservations"  

Date:  Sun,  4 May  1997  22:05:32  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  BSparks777@aol.com 
Sub j : Reservations 
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My  friend. 

Although  this  issue  is  complex,  the  initial  fault  of  the  "system"  was  the 
desire  to  isolate  the  native  nations.  Almost  all  of  the  treaties  contain 
the  language  "and  those  that  reside  therein"  to  determine  citizenship. 

The  act  of  establishing  borders  was  not  to  be  confused  with  a racially 
based  place  to  basically  imprison  people. 

One  of  the  elders  once  said  the  problem  with  the  reservation  system  is 
that  we  became  so  reserved  we  stopped  being  a nation,  and  there  lies  the 
true  harm  of  the  reservation  process. 

Are  we  a nation  with  A FLAG,  A LANGUAGE,  AN  ECONOMY  OF  OUR  CHOOSING?  No. 

We  are  something  not  defined  and  subject  to  economic  degradation  based  on 
foreign  supervision.  One  of  the  first  issues  facing  the  Cherokee  nation 
that  was  heard  by  the  Supreme  Court  when  the  Georgia  Militia  invaded  and 
burned  entire  towns  stated  that  the  United  States  had  the  obligation  to 
protect  the  Cherokees  and  the  state  of  Georgia  had  committed  a criminal  act. 

Chief  Justice  John  Marshal  ruled  in  favor  the  Cherokee  and  then  President 
Andrew  Jackson  said  Marshal  wrote  it  let  him  enforce  it.  President 
Jackson's  life  had  been  saved  when  a Cherokee  warrior  took  an  arrow  aimed 
at  him.  He  never  learned  his  lesson. 

The  precedent  was  set  for  the  eventual  practice  of  breaking  every  treaty 
and  every  rule  of  law  on  every  reservation  and  continues  today  as  is  seen 
in  the  current  battle  for  economic  independence  by  the  Seneca  nation. 

We  were  ordered  to  these  places  and  confined  without  freedom  of  religion, 

, speech  or  movement.  We  were  denied  the  right  to  teach  our  children  and 
imprisoned  when  we  refused  even  the  most  basic  order.  Our  warriors  were 
executed  and  our  widows  were  subjected  to  a life  without  respect.  The 
reservation  was  ruled  as  a territory  of  occupation  and  was  never  allowed 
to  become  a center  for  national  pride  and  a place  of  peace.  Our 
traditional  governments  were  outlawed  and  our  people  denied  the  right  to 
reorganize  ourselves.  The  reservation  system  was  placed  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  War  Department  and  became  the  basis  for  prison  camps 
around  the  world.  Our  nationhood  was  replaced  with  this  false  system. 

From  withholding  of  rations  to  the  use  of  smallpox  infested  blankets  we 
were  driven  to  extinction.  But  a few  survived  and  stand  today  so  that  we 
may  still  do  the  ceremonies  and  speak  the  truth. 

The  most  disgusting  part  of  the  paragraph  is  the  part  that  says  we  have 
a hard  time  leaving  the  reservation  to  find  jobs  as  if  that  was  our  life's 
goal.  The  practice  of  economic  policy  from  on  high  made  it  impossible  to 
stay  and  that  was  no  accident. 

We  must  return  to  the  believe  that  our  ground  is  sacred,  our  ways  are 
based  on  truth  and  all  people  who  join  us  will  be  respected  and  judged 
from  their  heart.  From  the  Great  Law  of  Peace  to  the  ways  of  the  Sacred 
Pipe  we  must  stand  with  pride  from  our  place  on  the  planet  and  continue  to 
speak  the  truth. 

Our  boundaries  are  our  nation  and  each  inch  lost  is  another  part  of  us 
taken  from  our  Mother  from  the  Paha  Sapa  to  the  Blue  Ridge  this  country 
will  never  know  it's  own  beauty  until  the  first  nations  are  respected  and 
our  stories  are  told. 

Today  people  are  moving  back  to  these  prisons  and  as  one  elder  said  what 
does  that  say  about  the  outside  world. 

I hope  that  when  you  travel  across  a border  into  what  little  we  have 
left  that  you  will  always  honor  our  ways  and  respect  the  people. 

All  my  relations 

"RE : IAIA  Federal  Funding"  

Date:  Mon,  5 May  1997  22:49:41  GMT 
From:  wasicuwin@qed.net  (Sandy  Sunderland) 

Sub j : IAIA  Federal  funding  up  for  review 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture . native, alt . native 

I just  spoke  with  Della  Warrior,  the  Director  of  Development  for  the 
Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts.  The  IAIA  is  scheduled  for  a 
congressional  review  in  the  next  few  weeks  to  determine  the  amount  of 


federally  appropriated  funds  it  will  receive  for  the  1997-8  school  year. 

As  many  of  you  may  know,  the  increases  in  tuition  last  year  meant  that 
many  talented  young  Native  artists  were  unable  to  attend.  The  school  will 
drastically  cut  tuition  costs  next  year  and  hopefully  the  enrollment  will 
increase  to  normal  levels. 

Please  get  a letter  or  post  card  out  to  any  of  these  member  of  the 
appropriations  committee  or  if  they  have  a local  office  near  you,  give  them 
a call  and  ask  them  to  continue  strong  support  from  the  Federal  government 
through  an  annual  appropriation. 

Address  the  correspondence  to: 

The  Honorable  (name  of  the  representative) 

Committee  on  Appropriations 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
Washington  DC  20515 

Members  of  the  appropriations  committee  are: 

Bob  Livingston  (Chairman),  Robert  Aderholt,  Henry  Bonilla,  Sonny  Callahan, 
Randy  Cunningham,  Rosa  De  Lauro,  Tom  DeLay,  lay  Dickey,  Norman  Dicks, 

Chet  Edwards.  Vic  Fazio,  Thomas  Foglietta,  Michael  Forbes, 

Rodney  Frelinghuysen,  W.  G.  "Bill"  Hefner,  David  L.  Hobson,  Steny  Hoyer, 
Ernest  Intook,  lr.,  Dixon  lulian,  Marcy  Kaptur,  lack  Kingston, 
loe  Knollenberg,  lim  Kolbe,  Tom  Latham,  lerry  Lewis,  Nita  Lowey, 
loseph  M.  McDade,  Carrie  Meek,  Dan  Miller,  Alan  Mollohan,  lames  Moran, 
lohn  Murtha,  George  Nethercutt,  lr.,  Mark  W.  Neumann,  Anne  North, 

David  Obey,  lohn  Olver,  Ron  Packard,  Mile  Parker,  Ed  Pastor,  Nancy  Pelosi, 
lohn  E.  Porter,  David  Price,  Ralph  Regula,  Harold  Rogers,  Martin  Olav  Salvo, 
lose  Serrano,  David  Skaggs,  loe  Skeen,  Louis  Stokes,  Charles  Taylor, 

Todd  Tiahrt,  Esteban  E.  Torres,  Peter  Visclosky,  lames  T.  Walsh, 

Zach  Wamp,  Roger  Wicker,  Frank  R.  Wolf,  Sidney  Yates,  C.W.  Bill  Young 

I'm  sorry  I do  not  have  the  e-mail  addresses  for  these  but  you  may  have  it 
for  your  district's  representative. 

Sken:nen  kenhak 
Sandy 


"RE : Latest  Attack  on  Native  Warriors"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Apr  1997  04:23:07  -0700 

From:  The  Manitoba  Warrior  Society  <manitoba@canadamail . com> 

Sub j : Latest  Attack  on  Native  Warriors 

UUCP  email 

From  the  Globe  and  Mail: 

A key  spiritual  leader  and  head  of  the  Mohawk  Warriors  during  the  1990 
Oka  crisis  was  arrested  Monday  along  with  five  others  after  two  morning 
raids  to  break  up  a suspected  smuggling  ring. 

Loran  Norman  Thompson,  49,  of  Racquette  Point,  N.Y.,  was  charged  with 
smuggling  tobacco,  cigarettes  and  liquor. 

Mr.  Thompson's  daughter  Tina,  27,  and  son-in-law  Edward  Roundpoint,  25, 
of  the  Akwesasne  aboriginal  reserve  were  also  arrested  and  face  similar 
charges . 

Police  said  the  raids  netted  $250,000  in  cash,  1974  litres  of  liquor, 
900  kilograms  of  tobacco  and  14,300  cartons  of  cigarettes. 

The  raids  involved  50  RCMP  officers,  along  with  several  members  of  the 
Akwesasne  reserve  police  force. 

The  raids  were  also  assisted  by  Canadian  and  U.S.  custom  agents. 

Revenue  Canada  personnel  and  investigators  from  the  Ontario  Provincial 
Police,  Cornwall  police  and  New  York  state  police. 

Four  other  Akwesasne  residents  are  sought  by  the  RCMP. 

The  Manitoba  Warrior  Society 
http: //man itobawarriors . home.ml.org 


RE:  ICWA  Amendments 


Date:  Wed,  23  Apr  1997  16:30:13  -0500 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (3ohn  Berry) 

Sub j : RE:  ICWA(FWD) 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

From:  Seathl  Ollgaard  <info@nicwa .org>  Date:  4/17/97  3:16  PM 
This  is  an  analysis  of  the  current  situation  on  ICWA  amendments. 

Check  out  our  web  site  at:  http//www. nicwa . org 

CONGRESS  LOOKING  AT  TRIBAL  ACCESS  TO  FOSTER  CARE  AND  ADOPTION 
ASSISTANCE  FUNDS  UNDER  TITLE  IV-E 

Developed  by  the  National  Indian  Child  Welfare  Association  April  1997 
Legislative  Background 

Representative  Bill  Richardson  (D-NM)  introduced  a bill  that  would 
provide  financial  assistance  under  the  Title  IV-E  Foster  Care  and 
Adoption  Assistance  program  to  Indian  children  placed  in  foster  care 
or  provided  adoption  assistance  services  by  their  tribe.  The  bill, 
H.R.  261,  was  introduced  on  January  7 and  was  referred  to  the  House 
Ways  and  Means  Subcommittee  on  Human  Resources.  Title  IV-E  is  under 
the  Social  Security  Act.  Under  existing  law  Indian  children  placed  in 
foster  care  by  their  tribe  are  not  eligible  for  these  entitlement 
funds  unless  their  tribe  has  an  agreement  with  the  state  for  pass 
through  of  these  funds.  Only  50  tribes  have  such  agreements. 

Testimony  on  the  need  to  provide  Indian  children  and  tribes  greater 
access  to  this  important  program  was  provided  to  the  Subcommittee  at  a 
hearing  on  February  27th  by  Terry  Cross,  Executive  Director  of  the 
National  Indian  Child  Welfare  Association.  Mr.  Cross  told  the 
Subcommittee  that  while  tribes  were  providing  high  quality  services  to 
their  children,  efforts  to  develop  foster  care  and  other  forms  of 
permanent  placements  were  hampered  by  limited  resources.  He  also 
described  how  other  methods  of  giving  Indian  children  access  to  these 
funds  were  unsuccessful  for  both  tribes  and  states. 

Advocates  for  Indian  children  are  hopeful  that  the  Subcommittee  will 
include  a version  of  H.R.  261,  Richardson's  bill,  in  their  adoption 
bill  when  it  goes  to  a vote  in  the  week  of  April  14th.  The 
Subcommittee  is  reviewing  a version  of  H.R.  261  which  contains  the 
following  elements:  Extend  the  Title  IV-E  entitlement  to  tribal 
placements  in  foster  and  adoptive  homes  which  meet  eligibility 
requirements . 

Authorize  tribal  governments  to  receive  direct  funding  from  DHHS  for 
administration  of  the  IV-E  program. 

Recognize  tribal  standards  for  foster  home  licensing. 

Allow  the  Secretary  of  DHHS  flexibility  to  modify  the  requirements  of 
the  IV-E  law  for  tribes  if  those  requirements  are  not  in  the  best 
interests  of  Indian  children. 

Allow  the  Secretary  of  DHHS  to  modify  IV-E  matching  requirements  in 
recognition  that  tribes,  unlike  states,  have  not  previously  received 
funding  to  build  the  type  of  service  delivery  systems  available  to  the 
states,  and  permit  other  federal  and  state  funds  to  be  used  for  any 
required  tribal  match. 

Continue  to  allow  tribal-state  IV-E  agreements. 

Develop  DHHS  regulations  in  partnership  with  tribes  and  others  with 
expertise  in  the  child  welfare  field. 

Background  on  Title  IV-E 

The  Title  IV-E  Foster  Care  and  Adoption  Assistance  program  is  a 
federal  entitlement  program  that  was  enacted  in  1980.  Eligibility  for 
benefits  from  this  program  are  an  entitlement  for  children  who  qualify 
based  on  income-related  criteria.  Fiscal  year  1997  expenditures  for 
Title  IV-E  are  estimated  at  $4  billion  and  expected  to  rise  in  the 
coming  years.  The  program  provides  financial  assistance  for  foster 
care,  adoption  and  related  placements,  as  well  as  administrative, 
training  and  information  systems  development  expenses  related  to  these 


out-of-home  placements.  It  also  helps  fund  programs  which  assist 
older  children  in  foster  care  as  they  transition  to  independent 
living. 

The  current  law  provides  assistance  for  children  who  are  placed  by 
state  courts,  but  not  for  children  placed  by  tribal  courts,  nor  does 
it  authorize  tribal  governments  to  administer  the  program  directly. 

Only  if  a tribe  has  an  agreement  with  a state  can  a tribe  administer 
the  program  or  can  tribal  children  placed  by  a tribal  court  receive 
assistance.  These  Title  IV-E  agreements  are  discretionary  for  states 
and  most  states  have  not  entered  into  them--even  when  tribes  have  made 
requests.  Consequently,  tribes  are  forced  to  either  surrender 
custody  of  their  children  to  states  to  receive  these  funds  or,  in  many 
cases,  place  children  in  homes  without  financial  assistance.  Where 
Title  IV-E  agreements  between  tribes  and  states  exist,  both  parties 
have  found  them  to  be  problematic.  Not  surprisingly,  a 1994  report  by 
the  Office  of  Inspector  General's  office  documented  that  Indian 
children  receive  very  little  assistance  through  the  Title  IV-E 
program. 

With  Congress  looking  seriously  at  changes  in  federal  law  regarding 
foster  care  and  adoption  it  is  imperative  that  tribes  be  involved  in 
the  discussion  of  how  those  changes  will  affect  Indian  children. 

Tribes  wanting  to  advocate  for  access  to  Title  IV-E  should  write  their 
Congressional  representatives  in  the  House  and  Senate  and  ask  that  the 
version  of  H.R.  261  being  considered  by  the  House  Ways  and  Means 
Subcommittee  on  Human  Resources  be  included  in  any  adoption  bill  that 
is  being  considered.  Currently,  the  Senate  Finance  Committee  is  also 
considering  a comprehensive  adoption  bill,  S.  511,  that  could  be  a 
likely  vehicle  for  tribal  Title  IV-E  amendments. 

For  more  information  contact  David  Simmons  at  (503)  222-4044  extension  19. 

DATE: 

April  11,  1997 

TO:  Tribes  and  Advocates  for  Indian  Children  FROM: 

National  Indian  Child  Welfare  Association 

RE:  Introduction  of  Congresswoman  Pryce's  ICWA  Amendments 

While  many  of  us  have  hoped  that  the  controversy  surrounding  the 
Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  (ICWA)  and  threats  to  it  would  go  away, 
apparently  Congresswoman  Pryce  and  other  members  of  Congress  do  not 
feel  this  way.  Instead,  it  appears  that  Congresswoman  Pryce  is  again 
drafting  ICWA  amendments  that  will  no  doubt  seek  to  restrict 
eligibility  for  ICWA  protections  and  limit  the  ability  of  tribes  to 
intervene  in  child  custody  proceedings  that  involve  their  children. 

Her  strategy  for  getting  these  amendments  through  the  House  of 
Representatives  will  most  likely  focus  on  attaching  her  amendments  to 
another  adoption  bill  which  has  broad  support,  both  in  the  House  and 
in  the  Clinton  Administration.  Currently,  this  adoption  bill,  H.R. 

867,  is  in  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Subcommittee  on  Human  Resources. 

Congresswoman  Pryce  will  have  at  least  three  opportunities  for  getting 
her  ICWA  amendments  attached  to  this  adoption  bill.  The  first  one 
could  happen  during  the  Human  Resources  Subcommittee  mark  up  (vote)  of 
the  adoption  bill  during  the  week  of  April  14th.  The  second 
opportunity  could  come  during  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee  full 
committee  mark  of  the  adoption  bill  during  the  week  of  April  21st. 

The  third  opportunity,  and  maybe  the  best  opportunity  for  her,  could 
occur  when  the  adoption  bill  comes  to  the  House  floor  for  a vote. 

Under  this  third  scenario  she  will  most  likely  seek  a special  rule 
from  the  House  Rules  Committee,  of  which  she  is  a member,  that  would 
allow  her  to  ask  for  a floor  amendment  on  her  ICWA  language  or  include 
her  ICWA  amendments  in  the  adoption  bill  before  it  goes  to  the  House 
floor.  This  third  scenario  was  played  out  last  year  when  ICWA 
supporters  in  the  House  were  forced  to  seek  a floor  amendment  that 
would  remove  her  language  from  an  adoption  bill  on  the  floor  of  the 
House . 

Now  that  we  know  the  threat  is  real,  what  can  we  do? 

First  we  must  not  underestimate  the  power  of  Congresswoman  Pryce  and 


others  to  be  successful  in  their  attempts  to  undo  the  ICWA.  She  has 
many  supporters,  both  Republican  and  Democrat,  for  her  effort. 

Secondly,  we  must  not  overestimate  the  power  or  ability  of  our 
supporters  to  protect  the  ICWA.  Last  year  the  Pryce  ICWA  amendments 
passed  the  House  and  would  have  passed  the  Senate  if  it  had  not  been 
for  a mammoth  effort  on  the  part  of  Senator  McCain,  Senator  Inouye, 
tribes  and  advocates  for  Indian  children.  The  effort  this  year  must 
be  at  least  this  big  if  we  are  to  succeed  in  protecting  the  ICWA 
again . 

The  third  thing  we  can  do  is  support  Congressman  Young  and  Miller's 
ICWA  bill  - H.R.  1082  (Senator  McCain  is  also  expected  to  introduce 
an  ICWA  bill  like  the  Young/Miller  bill  very  soon).  While  many  of  us 
would  like  to  see  ICWA  completely  left  alone  it  is  probably  not 
realistic  to  think  that  we  can  protect  ICWA  without  proposing  some 
changes.  The  key  here  is  to  support  changes  to  ICWA  that  we  think  are 
positive,  were  developed  by  tribes  and  address  the  issues  that  are 
being  brought  up  in  Congress  in  a reasonable  manner.  The  Young/Miller 
ICWA  bill  does  all  of  these,  though  it  is  not  without  some 
compromises . 

Tribes  and  advocates  must  respond  now  to  the  ICWA  threat.  Every 
advocate  and  every  tribe  must  be  involved  in  contacting  their 
Congressional  delegation  to  educate  them  on  the  merits  of  ICWA  and 
their  support  of  the  Young/Miller  ICWA  amendments  - H.R.  1082.  This 
involvement  must  be  much  more  than  just  a letter  or  a phone  call.  You 
must  make  a commitment  to  actively  work  with  your  Congressional 
members  to  help  them  understand  the  following  information.  This  may 
take  several  contacts  and/or  visits. 

The  history  behind  why  ICWA  became  law.  Who  ICWA  applies  to  and  who  it 
does  not. 

What  is  different  about  the  political  status  of  Indian  children  than 
other  minority  children  (citizens  of  sovereign  tribal  governments). 

How  tribal  intervention  works  for  the  best  interests  of  Indian 
children  and  Indian  families  (helps  young  families  make  informed 
decisions  about  the  placement  of  their  child;  promotes  family 
involvement  in  children's  lives  and  provides  a pool  of  foster 
care/adoptive  homes  that  are  well  suited  to  the  child's  needs). 

The  types  of  services  your  tribe  has  to  offer  Indian  children  and 
families  who  fall  under  ICWA. 

Why  the  Young/Miller  bill  is  the  best  reasoned  approach  to  the 
concerns  about  ICWA  in  voluntary  adoptions  (helps  add  certainty  to  the 
adoption  process  for  all  children  who  may  initially  be  considered  as 
Indian  - who  does  and  who  doesn't  ICWA  apply  to;  sets  realistic  time 
limits  on  tribal  intervention  in  voluntary  adoptions  - 90  days  from 
notice;  helps  weed  out  fraudulent  practice  in  adoption  - criminal 
sanctions  for  those  who  willfully  or  knowingly  violate  provisions  of 
the  ICWA  which  is  the  leading  cause  of  disruption  in  Indian  adoptions; 
and  the  Young/Miller  bill  received  broad  support  in  and  out  of 
Congress  last  year  - Clinton  Administration,  Federal  Bar  Association, 
Catholic  Charities,  Child  Welfare  League  of  America,  American  Academy 
of  Adoption  Attorneys  and  North  American  Council  on  Adoptable 
Children) 

Tell  a short  personal  story  of  success  with  the  ICWA  that  shows  how  it 
can  work  when  it  is  allowed  to. 

If  each  one  of  us  makes  this  commitment  to  not  let  up  until  each  one 
of  our  Congressional  members  understands  this  information  we  will  win. 

ICWA  will  be  protected  and  our  children  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
have  a permanent  home  and  know  their  family  and  community.  Let's  win 
this  battle  and  let  everyone  know  that  our  children  and  families  are 
sacred  and  not  to  be  sacrificed  for  any  quick  fixes. 

For  more  information  contact  staff  member  David  Simmons  at  (503) 

222-4044  extension  19. 

"RE : Interesting  Sovereignty  Case"  


Date:  30  APR  97  08:46AM 


From:  "KING,30HN"  <john . king@draco . dhs . state . tx. us> 
Sub  j : INTERESTING  SOVEREIGNTY  CASE 


UUCP  email 

STATE,  ASSOCIATE  TRIBAL  HUDGE,  TRIBAL  COURT  OF  THE  THREE 
AFFILIATED  TRIBES  OF  THE  FORT  BERTHOLD  INDIAN  RESERVATION,  et  al. 
v.  A-l  CONTRACTORS  et  al. 

certiorari  to  the  united  states  court  of  appeals  for  the  eighth 
circuit 

No.  95-1872.  Argued  January  7,  1997  --  Decided  April  28,  1997 
====================== =========================Vehicles  driven  by 

petitioner  Fredericks  and  respondent  Stockert  collided  on  a portion 
of  a North  Dakota  state  highway  that  runs  through  the  Fort  Berthold 
Indian  Reservation.  The  6.59  mile  stretch  of  highway  within  the 
reservation  is  open  to  the  public,  affords  access  to  a federal 
water  resource  project,  and  is  maintained  by  North  Dakota  under  a 
federally  granted  right  of  way  that  lies  on  land  held  by  the  United 
States  in  trust  for  the  Three  Affiliated  Tribes  and  their  members. 
Neither  driver  is  a member  of  the  Tribes  or  an  Indian,  but 
Fredericks  is  the  widow  of  a deceased  tribal  member  and  has  five 
adult  children  who  are  also  members.  The  truck  driven  by  Stockert 
belonged  to  his  employer,  respondent  A-l  Contractors,  a non  Indian 
owned  enterprise  with  its  principal  place  of  business  outside  the 
reservation.  At  the  time,  A-l  was  under  a subcontract  with  LCM 
Corporation,  a corporation  wholly  owned  by  the  Tribes,  to  do 
landscaping  within  the  reservation.  The  record  does  not  show 
whether  Stockert  was  engaged  in  subcontract  work  at  the  time  of  the 
accident.  Fredericks  filed  a personal  injury  action  in  Tribal  Court 
against  Stockert  and  A-l,  and  Fredericks'  adult  children  filed  a 
loss  of  consortium  claim  in  the  same  lawsuit.  The  Tribal  Court 
ruled  that  it  had  jurisdiction  over  Fredericks'  claim  and  therefore 
denied  respondents'  motion  to  dismiss,  and  the  Northern  Plains 
Intertribal  Court  of  Appeals  affirmed.  Respondents  then  commenced 
this  action  in  the  Federal  District  Court  against  Fredericks,  her 
adult  children,  the  Tribal  Court,  and  Tribal  Judge  State,  seeking 
a declaratory  judgment  that,  as  a matter  of  federal  law,  the  Tribal 
Court  lacked  jurisdiction  to  adjudicate  Fredericks'  claims; 
respondents  also  sought  an  injunction  against  further  Tribal  Court 
proceedings.  Relying  particularly  on  National  Farmers  Union  Ins. 
Cos.  v.  Crow  Tribe,  471  U.S.  845,  and  Iowa  Mut.  Ins.  Co.  v. 
LaPlante,  480  U.S.  9,  the  District  Court  dismissed  the  action, 
determining  that  the  Tribal  Court  had  civil  jurisdiction  over 
Fredericks'  complaint  against  respondents.  The  en  banc  Eighth 
Circuit  reversed,  concluding  that  the  controlling  precedent  was 
Montana  v.  United  States,  450  U.S.  544,  and  that,  under  Montana, 
the  Tribal  Court  lacked  subject  matter  jurisdiction  over  the 
dispute. 

Held:  When  an  accident  occurs  on  a public  highway  maintained  by  the 
State  pursuant  to  a federally  granted  right  of  way  over  Indian 
reservation  land,  a civil  action  against  allegedly  negligent 
nonmembers  falls  within  state  or  federal  regulatory  and 
adjudicatory  governance;  absent  a statute  or  treaty  authorizing  the 
tribe  to  govern  the  conduct  of  nonmembers  driving  on  the  State's 
highway,  tribal  courts  may  not  exercise  jurisdiction  in  such  cases. 
This  Court  expresses  no  view  on  the  governing  law  or  proper  forum 
when  an  accident  occurs  on  a tribal  road  within  a reservation.  Pp. 
4-20. 


(a)  Absent  express  authorization  by  federal  statute  or  treaty, 
tribal  jurisdiction  over  nonmembers'  conduct  exists  only  in  limited 
circumstances.  In  Oliphant  v.  Suquamish  Tribe,  435  U.S.  191,  the 
Court  held  that  tribes  lack  criminal  jurisdiction  over  non  Indians. 
Later,  in  Montana  v.  United  States,  the  Court  set  forth  the  general 


rule  that,  absent  a different  congressional  direction,  Indian 
tribes  lack  civil  authority  over  the  conduct  of  nonmembers  on  non 
Indian  land  within  a reservation,  subject  to  exceptions  relating  to 
(1)  the  activities  of  nonmembers  who  enter  consensual  relationships 
with  the  tribe  or  its  members  and  (2)  nonmember  conduct  that 
threatens  or  directly  affects  the  tribe's  political  integrity, 
economic  security,  health,  or  welfare.  450  U.  S.,  at  564-567.  Pp. 
4-7. 


(b)  Montana  controls  this  case.  Contrary  to  petitioners' 
contention.  National  Farmers  and  Iowa  Mutual  do  not  establish  a 
rule  converse  to  Montana's.  Neither  case  establishes  that  tribes 
presumptively  retain  adjudicatory  authority  over  claims  against 
nonmembers  arising  from  occurrences  anywhere  within  a reservation. 
Rather,  these  cases  prescribe  a prudential,  nonjurisdictional 
exhaustion  rule  requiring  a federal  court  in  which  tribal  court 
jurisdiction  is  challenged  to  stay  its  hand,  as  a matter  of  comity, 
until  after  the  tribal  court  has  had  an  initial  and  full 
opportunity  to  determine  its  own  jurisdiction.  See  471  U.  S.,  at 
857;  480  U.  S.j  at  20,  n.  14;  see  also  id.,  at  16,  n.  8.  This 
exhaustion  rule,  as  explained  in  National  Farmers,  471  U.  S.,  at 
855-856,  reflects  the  more  extensive  jurisdiction  tribal  courts 
have  in  civil  cases  than  in  criminal  proceedings  and  the 
corresponding  need  to  inspect  relevant  statutes,  treaties,  and 
other  materials  in  order  to  determine  tribal  adjudicatory  authority. 
National  Farmers'  exhaustion  requirement  does  not  conflict  with 
Montana,  in  which  the  Court  made  plain  that  the  general  rule  and 
exceptions  there  announced  govern  only  in  the  absence  of  a 
delegation  of  tribal  authority  by  treaty  or  statute.  See  450  U.  S., 
at  557-563.  Read  in  context,  the  Court's  statement  in  Iowa  Mutual, 
480  U.  S.,  at  18,  that  "[c]ivil  jurisdiction  over  [the]  activities 
[of  non  Indians  on  reservation  lands]  presumptively  lies  in  the 
tribal  courts,"  addresses  only  situations  in  which  tribes  possess 
authority  to  regulate  nonmembers'  activities.  As  to  nonmembers,  a 
tribe's  adjudicative  jurisdiction  does  not  exceed  its  legislative 
jurisdiction,  absent  congressional  direction  enlarging  tribal  court 
jurisdiction.  Pp.  7-13. 

(c)  It  is  unavailing  to  argue,  as  petitioners  do,  that  Montana  does 
not  govern  this  case  because  the  land  underlying  the  accident  scene 
is  held  in  trust  for  the  Three  Affiliated  Tribes  and  their  members. 
Petitioners  are  correct  that  Montana  and  the  cases  following  its 
instruction--Brendale  v.  Confederated  Tribes  and  Bands  of  Yakima 
Nation,  492  U.S.  408,  and  South  Dakota  v.  Bourland,  508  U.S. 

679--all  involved  alienated,  non  Indian  owned  reservation  land. 
However,  the  right  of  way  North  Dakota  acquired  for  its  highway 
renders  the  6.59  mile  stretch  here  at  issue  equivalent,  for 
nonmember  governance  purposes,  to  such  alienated,  non  Indian  land. 
The  right  of  way  was  granted  to  facilitate  public  access  to  a 
federal  water  resource  project,  forms  part  of  the  State's  highway, 
and  is  open  to  the  public.  Traffic  on  the  highway  is  subject  to  the 
State's  control.  The  granting  instrument  details  only  one  specific 
reservation  to  Indian  landowners,  the  right  to  construct  necessary 
crossings,  and  the  Tribes  expressly  reserved  no  other  right  to 
exercise  dominion  or  control  over  the  right  of  way.  Rather,  they 
have  consented  to,  and  received  payment  for,  the  State's  use  of  the 
stretch  at  issue,  and  so  long  as  that  stretch  is  maintained  as  part 
of  the  State's  highway,  they  cannot  assert  a landowner's  right  to 
occupy  and  exclude.  Pp.  13-16. 

(d)  Petitioners  refer  to  no  treaty  or  federal  statute  authorizing 
the  Three  Affiliated  Tribes  to  entertain  highway  accident  tort 
suits  of  the  kind  Fredericks  commenced  against  A-l  and  Stockert. 

Nor  have  they  shown  that  Fredericks'  tribal  court  action  qualifies 
under  either  of  the  exceptions  to  Montana's  general  rule.  The 


torturous  conduct  alleged  by  Fredericks  does  not  fit  within  the 
first  exception  for  "activities  of  nonmembers  who  enter  consensual 
relationships  with  the  tribe  or  its  members,  through  commercial 
dealing,  contracts,  leases,  or  other  arrangements,"  450  U.  S.,  at 
565,  particularly  when  measured  against  the  conduct  at  issue  in  the 
cases  cited  by  Montana,  id.,  at  565-566,  as  fitting  within  the 
exception,  Williams  v.  Lee,  358  U.S.  217,  223;  Morris  v.  Hitchcock, 
194  U.S.  384;  Buster  v.  Wright,  135  F.  947,  950;and  Washington  v. 
Confederated  Tribes  of  Colville  Reservation,  447  U.S.  134,  152-154. 
This  dispute  is  distinctly  nontribal  in  nature,  arising  between  two 
non  Indians  involved  in  a run  of  the  mill  highway  accident. 

Although  A-l  was  engaged  in  subcontract  work  on  the  reservation, 
and  therefore  had  a "consensual  relationship"  with  the  Tribes, 
Fredericks  was  not  a party  to  the  subcontract,  and  the  Tribes  were 
strangers  to  the  accident.  Montana's  second  exception,  concerning 
conduct  that  "threatens  or  has  some  direct  effect  on  the  political 
integrity,  the  economic  security,  or  the  health  or  welfare  of  the 
tribe,"  450  U.  S.,  at  566,  is  also  inapplicable.  The  cases  cited  by 
Montana  as  stating  this  exception  each  raised  the  question  whether 
a State's  (or  Territory's)  exercise  of  authority  would  trench 
unduly  on  tribal  self  government.  Fisher  v.  District  Court  of 
Sixteenth  ^Judicial  Dist.  of  Mont.,  424  U.S.  382,  386;  Williams,  358 
U.  S.,  at  220;  Montana  Catholic  Missions  v.  Missoula  County,  200 
U.S.  118,  128-129;  and  Thomas  v.  Gay,  169  U.S.  264,  273.  Opening 
the  Tribal  Court  for  Fredericks'  optional  use  is  not  necessary  to 
protect  tribal  self  government;  and  requiring  A-l  and  Stockert  to 
defend  against  this  commonplace  state  highway  accident  claim  in  an 
unfamiliar  court  is  not  crucial  to  the  Tribes'  political  integrity, 
economic  security,  or  health  or  welfare.  Pp.  16-20. 

76  F.  3d  930,  affirmed. 

Ginsburg,  D.,  delivered  the  opinion  for  a unanimous  Court. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

I'm  not  sure  that  I can  disagree  with  the  reasoning  of  this  case,  but 
am  distressed  with  the  precedent.  I think  it  behooves  us  to  draft  our 
agreements  with  state  and  federal  governments  well,  and  to  anticipate 
what  we  are  giving  up  by  not  reserving  jurisdiction  over  torts,  and 
criminal  matters,  occurring  on  AI  lands. 

Kanyotathae 
3ohn  King 


- "RE:  Mattaponi  Reservoir"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Apr  1997  20:24:24  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  WoodOwl@aol.com 

Sub j : A letter  in  opposition  to  the  Mattaponi  Reservoir 
UUCP  email 

Gary,  you  have  run  past  articles  about  how  building  the  Mattaponi 
Reservoir  would  violate  centuries-old  treaties  with  the  Mattaponi  Nation 
Attached  is  a letter  from  another  who  opposes  the  Reservoir  on 
scientific  grounds.  I hope  you  can  find  room  to  publish  it.  Thanks. 
Woodowl 

Sub j : Mattaponi  Reservoir 

Date:  97-04-29  04:36:16  EDT 

From:  TCRubino@worldnet.att.net  (Thomas  C.  Rubino) 

To:  woodowl@aol.com 

The  following  is  an  editorial  or  letter  to  the  editor.  It  is  long,  but 
there  are  many  complicated  issues.  The  hope  is  to  inform  the  public 
adequately  so  their  letters  to  the  Corps  are  scientifically  supportable, 
so  some  depth  on  these  issues  is  necessary.  Please  don't  cut  it  to  death 
If  space  is  a problem,  perhaps  it  could  be  published  in  segments?  Please 
include  the  mailing  address  to  the  Corps  in  each  edition.  Any  questions. 


please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  # at  end.  Thank  you  for  your  support  on 
this  issue. 

How  Can  I Help  To  Save  The  Mattaponi  River? 

By  Thomas  C.  Rubino 

Many  people  have  asked,  "How  can  I help  to  save  the  Mattaponi  River?" 

The  Corps  of  Engineers  has  a public  comment  period  open  now.  Your 
letters  sent  to  the  address  at  the  end  with  specific  questions  and 
concerns  must  be  examined  by  the  Corps  as  part  of  their  .permitting 
mandate.  Here  is  some  of  my  research  for  some  topics  in  those  letters. 
Remember,  the  reservoir  in  Gloucester  (VA)  was  defeated,  and  we  can  kill 
this  one,  but  it  will  not  stop  without  your  help.  The  letters  must  arrive 
at  the  Corps  by  May  26,  1997  to  be  of  use. 

I am  opposed  to  the  King  William  Reservoir.  It  puts  the  Mattaponi  River 
at  risk  by  not  addressing  key  issues  that  effect  the  health  of  the  river. 
The  permittee  has  produced  an  Environmental  Impact  Study  used  by  the  Corps 
of  Engineers  to  assess  the  risk  to  the  environment.  The  salinity  model 
used  in  the  study  is  outdated  and  dangerously  simplistic.  Several  key 
environmental  issues  are  ignored.  There  are  modern  salinity  models 
available  that  could  address  the  impact  of  the  proposed  reservoir  with 
greater  depth,  but  those  were  not  used.  The  population  in  the  region  is 
expected  to  grow  by  25%,  yet  this  reservoir  would  add  over  100%  to  the 
area's  water  storage  capacity.  The  permit  allows  selling  this  abundant 
water  resource  to  any  municipality,  business,  or  entity  in  or  out  of  the 
region . 

The  salinity  model  employed  in  the  proposed  King  William  Reservoir  EIS 
is  based  on  a one  dimensional  twenty  year  old  computer  model.  Many  modern 
three  dimensional  salinity  models  are  available  that  use  a more  dynamic 
approach  to  examine  river  environments.  Several  factors  set  in  motion  in  a 
computer  simulation  to  determine  their  interrelationships  and  impacts  on 
the  river  environment.  These  factors  may  include  fisheries  issues  such  as 
the  movement  of  fish  eggs,  fish  food,  and  shellfish  larvae.  Hydrological 
issues  are  commonly  studied  including  water  temperature,  the  effects  of 
wind,  silt  & sand  sedimentation,  and  fresh  water  input  from  streams  and 
springs.  Sensitive  fishery  and  botanical  areas  are  identified  and  specific 
impacts  on  these  areas  are  considered.  However,  only  dissolved  salinity  is 
studied  in  the  model  employed  in  the  EIS.  The  following  examples  of  3D 
models  in  use  around  the  country. 

VIMS  has  developed  a 3D  hydrodynamic  model  that  includes  a sediment 
transport  model,  and  a water  quality  model  which  can  be  applied  to  a wide 
variety  of  environmental  problems  in  estuaries  and  tributaries  including 
the  lames,  York  and  Rappahannock  Rivers.  ODU  has  a 3D  Chesapeake  Bay  model 
that  includes  wind  stress,  tidal  forcing,  runoff/precipitation  and  solar 
irradiance.  Mid-Atlantic  Marine  Education  Association  offers  a 3D  model 
that  is  studying  shellfish  larval  transport  and  the  salinity 
stratification  of  the  York  River.  It  The  USGS  has  a 3D  model  Lake 
Pontchartrain  that  studies  salinity  and  wind  stress  on  Lake  Pontchartrain, 
La.  region.  The  University  of  South  Florida  is  conducting  the  Tampa  Bay 
Oceanographic  Project  using  a 3D  model  to  study  Tampa  Bay,  Florida. 

Scripps  Institution  of  Oceanography  is  using  3D  modeling  of  the  salinity 
field  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  using  wind  effects,  evaporation  and  surface 
stress  coupled  to  a model  of  the  atmosphere  to  predict  intertidal  salinity 
variations . 

Local  variations  of  salinity  are  not  addressed  in  the  model.  The  model 
assumes  that  salinity  is  equally  mixed,  shore  to  shore,  top  to  bottom. 

This  is  inaccurate  and  may  be  a dangerous  oversight.  The  shad  return  every 
year  to  spawn  up  the  streams  and  pools  off  the  main  flow  of  the  river. 
These  streams  are  used  as  nurseries.  They  are  fed  from  fresh  water  side 
streams  and  springs  in  addition  to  the  main  channel.  Massive  freshwater 
withdrawals  from  the  main  channel  will  leave  the  water  in  these  streams 
considerably  fresher  than  that  in  the  main  channel.  Shad  return  to  their 
home  streams  every  year  to  lay  their  eggs.  If  the  eggs  and  fry  are 
transported  from  the  streams  by  rain  or  wind  into  the  main  channel  these 
infant  shad  may  be  exposed  to  fatally  high  salinity  levels.  By  mistakenly 
assuming  the  salinity  to  be  mixed  throughout  the  entire  river  volume,  the 
permittee  is  not  assessing  the  true  salinity  changes  that  will  occur  when 


fresh  water  is  removed  from  the  main  channel.  The  interrelationship  of 
local  salinity,  wind  effects,  and  sensitive  fishery  zones  are  commonly 
addressed  in  modern  3D  models,  but  they  are  not  addressed  in  the  model 
used  in  the  EIS. 

Huge  withdrawals  of  fresh  water  from  the  river  are  allowed,  as  high  as 
75  million  gallons  per  day  (MGD) . The  permit  prohibits  withdrawals  when 
the  river  is  flowing  at  minimum  levels.  However,  water  flowing  above  those 
minimum  flow  rates  may  be  withdrawn.  This  will  certainly  increase  the 
average  salinity  rates.  These  salinity  increases  are  likely  to  have 
significant  environmental  impacts.  The  EIS  concludes  that  these  minimum 
levels  are  safe.  How  can  minimum  levels  be  safe?  Even  without  the 
reservoir,  the  fish  in  the  river  have  greatly  reduced  their  populations 
over  the  years.  In  many  species  it  is  difficult  to  determine  what  levels 
are  safe.  If  plants  and  fish  are  exposed  to  the  wrong  concentration  of 
salinity,  they  will  die. 

The  State  has  invested  substantial  taxpayer  resources  in  restocking  the 
shad  fishery  in  the  lames  and  the  Pamunkey  Rivers.  In  the  past  the  native 
shad  populations  statewide  have  been  devastated  by  massive  pollution  and 
poor  environmental  management.  They  use  Mattaponi  Shad  breedstock  because 
they  are  the  healthiest  population  in  the  State.  Eggs  are  removed  and 
hatched  artificially  at  the  State  Fish  Cultural  Station  in  King  & Queen. 

Any  permitted  devastation  to  this  valuable  resource  would  contradict  years 
of  effort  and  tax  dollars  invested  in  restocking  these  shad. 

The  reservoir's  intake  pipe  is  located  in  the  middle  of  the  traditional 
shad  spawning  grounds.  As  water  is  removed  from  the  river,  it  will  wash 
down  the  pipe  and  leave  the  fish  behind,  like  spaghetti  at  the  bottom  of 
the  strainer.  The  increase  in  the  concentration  of  shad  at  the  intake  pipe 
will  provide  an  abundant  food  supply  for  an  increasing  predator  population. 
A published  study  warns  about  similar  intake  designs,  "One  drawback  of 
low-velocity  screening  systems  is  that  they  can  cause  the  migrating  fish 
to  slow  down  to  such  an  extent  that  they  become  vulnerable  to  predators.  .. 
.The  predators  may  linger  in  the  shadows  of  the  low-velocity  screening 
systems,  awaiting  their  opportunity  for  an  easy  meal.  This  problem  has 
surfaced  on  the  Columbia  River,  where  squawfish  gobble  up  6-8-inch  salmon 
smolts  as  they  head  downstream."  Counting  on  Fish  Protection  by  Leslie 
Lamarre,  EPRI-lournal/jan-feb-95.  The  problem  of  predator  species 
destroying  valuable  fishstocks  is  documented  on  other  low  velocity 
screening  systems,  yet  there  is  no  study  of  predators  in  the  EIS. 

Fish  food  is  another  issue  left  unstudied.  An  assistant  chief  of  the 
Mattaponi  Tribe  warned  about  the  fish  food.  The  narrow  openings  in  the 
intake  screening  may  filter  out  the  shad  fry  and  juveniles,  but  assuming 
they  are  bigger  than  the  food  they  eat,  the  screens  will  not  filter  out 
their  food  source.  Won't  their  food  be  lost  down  the  intake  pipe?  Where  are 
the  studies  that  address  this  problem?  The  issue  is  not  studied  in  the  EIS. 

There  is  a significant  population  of  the  endangered  species.  Sensitive 
Joint  Vetch  on  the  Mattaponi  at  Melrose  Landing  that  is  likely  to  be 
living  in  as  high  a salinity  as  is  possible  for  that  species.  If  so,  a 
minor  shift  in  salinity  may  prove  fatal  to  this  colony.  The  permittee 
concludes  that  no  significant  salinity  impact  will  be  caused  by  the 
removal  of  a mile  of  river  water  per  day,  but  that  conclusion  collides 
with  logic.  A modern  3D  model  could  be  tuned  to  more  accurately 
addresses  the  salinity  impact  to  this  particular  population,  but  only  a 
cursory  examination  of  the  impact  is  provided  in  the  EIS. 

The  massive  daily  removal  of  fresh  water  is  likely  to  disturb  the 
temperatures  at  varying  depths  in  the  river  in  the  area  of  the  intake  pipe. 
Temperature  alteration  will  disturb  the  natural  levels  in  which  organic 
debris  float.  Top  feeding  fish  who  feed  on  debris  that  normally  float  may 
find  their  food  is  now  on  the  bottom  where  it  is  out  of  their  reach.  Fish 
eggs  that  are  normally  transported  safely  along  the  middle  of  the  river 
may  now  sink  into  the  habitat  of  the  hungry  bottom  predators.  A modern  3D 
model  typically  studies  temperature  variation  and  effects  on  organic 
debris  transport;  the  EIS  does  not  address  temperature  changes. 

The  result  of  backflushing  has  not  been  adequately  addressed  in  the  EIS. 
Backflushing  will  occur  when  the  intake  screens  are  cleaned  by  forcing 
massive  amounts  of  water  and  compressed  air  backwards  through  the 


filtering  screens.  Debris  entrained  on  the  filter  surfaces  will  be  forced 
into  the  water  during  backf lushing.  What  will  this  material  be  composed 
of?  Will  seeds  of  undesirable  species  that  are  entrained  by  the  intake 
filters  be  released  into  the  water  in  high  concentrations?  There  is  a 
significant  population  of  the  endangered  species.  Sensitive  Joint  Vetch 
which  lay  just  500'  from  the  intake  pipe.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  stands 
of  this  species  in  the  state,  composed  of  4-500  plants.  Will  an  aggressive 
seed  concentration  settle  on  and  overgrow  the  SJV?  Modern  3D  estuarian 
models  could  address  the  relationship  of  debris  content,  backflushing 
sedimentation,  and  wind  born  seed  settlement,  but  the  issue  of 
backflushing  impacts  are  not  in  the  EIS. 

Wind  loads  are  another  issue  commonly  addressed  in  modern  salinity 
models.  NOAA  weather  data  can  be  included  in  modeling  to  predict  the  wind 
before  an  event.  If  the  wind  is  blowing  toward  the  Sensitive  Joint  Vetch 
during  backflushing,  aggressive  seeds  may  be  blown  toward  them.  Adequate 
modern  modeling  would  deal  with  these  complexities.  The  EIS  does  not.  With 
the  modeling  of  wind  stress,  there  might  be  a simple  restriction  on 
backflushing  if  the  wind  is  blowing  toward  the  SJV  beds.  Without  it  we 
will  have  to  impact  the  joint  vetch  before  we  realize  a problem  exists. 

The  EIS  states,  " Long-term  noise  impacts  on  ambient  noise  levels  would 
result  from  the  operation  of  pumping  stations."  P 5 - 85.  Main  Report  Vol. 
1.  Yet  no  noise  studies  appear  in  the  EIS.  Impacts  of  noise  are  related 
to  background  noise  already  in  place.  For  example,  a firecracker  going 
off  at  a tractor  pull  would  have  little  environment  impact;  however,  a 
firecracker  going  off  in  a church  service  would  be  a startling 
environmental  event.  The  area  around  the  pump  station  is  extremely  quiet. 
The  cliff  where  the  pump  house  is  to  be  built  is  locally  known  as  "Echo 
Point",  because  even  whispers  can  be  heard  great  distances  from  there.  The 
effect  of  noise  at  night  has  a severe  cultural  impact,  yet  the  pumps  will 
be  allowed  to  operate  all  night.  Anadromous  fish  are  believed  to  respond 
to  the  sound  of  falling  water  to  select  spawning  and  early  rearing  habitat, 
yet  no  studies  address  the  danger  that  the  shad  will  not  be  attracted  to 
the  pipe  to  lay  their  eggs.  What  effect  will  noise  have  on  the  Bald  Eagle 
nest?  No  study  addresses  the  cultural  effect  of  noise  on  the  Mattaponi 
Tribe  who  consider  the  silence  sacred.  This  quiet  of  the  river  is  one  of 
the  key  cultural  and  aesthetic  instream  beneficial  uses  that  residents, 
and  boaters  enjoy  about  this  resource.  How  can  we  assess  the  environmental 
impact  of  this  noise  or  design  noise  reduction  into  the  system  if  we  don't 
even  study  it? 

Cohoke  Creek  Watershed  is  the  area  that  will  be  engulfed  by  the  proposed 
reservoir.  The  Cohoke  is  miles  of  rich  woodland  and  wetland  habitat  that 
provide  fertile  spawning  and  rearing  habitat  for  herring,  shad,  eels, 
turtles,  and  many  other  species.  The  Cohoke  Creek  is  an  important  spawning 
and  rearing  habitat  for  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  The  dam  will  deny  the  Creek 
its  natural  rhythms  of  precious  water.  The  permittee  proposes  hideous 
scenarios  to  protect  the  downstream  Creek  habitat  with  fresh  water 
releases  from  the  reservoir  in  flow  patterns  that  do  not  even  resemble 
natural  rhythms.  Miles  of  habitat  will  be  lost.  It  is  said  that  the 
permitting  of  this  reservoir  would  result  in  one  of  the  largest  losses  of 
wetlands  ever  dedicated  to  a single  project  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  1526 
acres  will  be  flooded;  437  acres  of  wetland  habitat  will  be  lost  forever. 
Synthetic  wetland  will  be  a poor  substitute.  To  developers,  wetlands  may 
look  like  wastelands,  but  to  Mother  Nature  they  work  like  nurseries.  We 
simply  cannot  pour  this  precious  ecosystem  down  the  drain. 

Please  write  a letter  in  your  own  words  voicing  your  concerns.  Keep  the 
issue  scientifically  supportable.  Letters  must  arrive  by  May  26,  1997.  The 
river  needs  your  help.  Thank  you  for  your  support. 

Address  letters  to: 

Pamela  K.  Painter 
Norfolk  District 
Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
803  Front  Street 
Norfolk,  Va.  23510 


by 

Thomas  C.  Rubino 
King  & Queen,  Va . 

TCRubino@Worldnet . att . net 

phone  & (set  up)  fax  1 804  769  0464 

From:  "Thomas  C.  Rubino"  <TCRubino@worldnet . att . net> 

To:  <woodowl@aol . com> 

Subject:  Mattaponi  Reservoir 

Date:  Mon,  28  Apr  1997  21:59:36  -0400 

- "RE:  New  Moon  Prayer"  

Date:  Sat,  3 May  1997  20:25:00  -0400 
From:  "flattery"  <flattery@primeline.com> 

Sub j : New  Moon  Prayer  - May  6,  1997 

UUCP  email 

Every  new  moon  in  1997  at  5 am  in  Ashland,  Oregon  (and  other  parts  of  the 
U.S.  and  world,  8 est,  7 cst,  etc),  we  will  be  praying  for  Unity.  All  are 
asked  to  join  in  this  prayer  time,  and  share  this  information  with  others 
in  your  local  communities  as  we  hope  this  will  be  a growing  prayer  circle 
for  the  sake  of  the  Sacred  Floop  and  all  our  Relations.  We  will  continue 
praying  for  the  Elders,  the  Buffaloes,  the  Sun  Dancers,  Respect,  Sobriety 
and  Sovereignty. 

Our  focus  for  prayer  this  month  are  the  Children  and  our  Grandmother 
Earth.  When  we  speak  of  the  7th  generation,  our  concern  is  for  what  we  are 
leaving  for  them.  Balance  produces  health,  the  7th  generation  deserve  a 
balanced  world.  We  give  them  a voice  so  that  people  can  understand  that 
we  have  to  leave  them  a clean  place  to  live  with  clean  waters  to  drink.  It 
is  the  only  way.  It  would  be  good  if  people  would  listen,  we  have  been 
here  a long  time,  and  maybe  we  know  something. 

We  also  want  to  give  a voice  to  the  children  who  have  suffered  or  are 
suffering  from  child  abuse,  those  that  turn  to  alcohol  and  drugs.  We  pray 
for  the  power  of  the  Grandmother  to  advocate  for  children  in  cases  of 
abuse.  Grandmother's  are  the  carriers  of  the  culture  and  can  help  by 
teaching  the  children  their  traditions,  values,  and  language.  The  young 
ones  are  strong  when  they  know  who  they  are. 

Mitakuye  oyasi(n), 

Dave  Chief 
Oglala  Lakota, 

Sun  Dancer  and  Elder 


/ / / / / \_ 

\ _\ \ /\ / 

"RE : Thoughts  on  Canada  & First  People"  

Date:  Thu,  01  May  1997  21:51:04  -0700 
From:  Norm  Leech  <norm_leech@sunshine. net> 

Sub j : Some  thoughts  and  ideas  on  Canada  & First  People 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

Some  thoughts  from  Sechelt  on: 

The  way  things  are 

- It  is  my  experience  that  each  and  every  First  People,  band,  family  and 
person  has  at  least  one,  and  generally  several  tales  of  government  or 
corporate  sponsored  oppression. 

- First  People  are  being  driven  toward  the  edge  of  a cliff. 

- I believe  we  must  make  a stand  before  we  fall  into  the  sea  of 
nothingness . 

- This  is  our  land.  We  belong  here  and  have  nowhere  else  to  go.  No 
longer  can  we  stand  by  and  watch  as  intruders  and  thieves  sell  our 


resources  and  foul  our  beds.  It  must  stop. 

- In  current  negotiations  we  bargain  from  a disadvantaged  position. 

What  could  possibly  motivate  the  government  and  corporate  interests  to 
settle?  Any  settlement  costs  them  potential  money  and  resources.  The 
status  quo  is  preferable  because  it  means  business  as  usual,  or  more 
correctly,  it  means  business  at  an  accelerated  pace  in  order  to  extract 
maximum  profit  BEFORE  any  settlement  is  reached.  Thus,  the  most 
profitable  and  economically  efficient  course  of  action  for  government  and 
business  is  not  to  sign  while  there  is  still  profit  to  be  made.  We  need 
to  bargain  from  a position  of  power. 

- The  new  battleground  is  economic.  Politics  and  the  justice  system  of 
the  ruling  class  are  not  in  our  favour.  We  have  little  power  or 
influence  in  those  realms.  Our  only  recourse  is  the  field  of  economic 
battle.  Our  aim  must  be  to  eliminate  the  profitability  in  the 
destruction  of  our  land,  our  cultures  and  of  our  selves.  I believe  we 
have  the  power  to  shut  down  the  economic  engines  of  this  oppressive 
society  if  we  must.  It  may  be  the  only  way  to  get  the  attention  of  our 
oppressors . 

Strategies 

- Nothing  is  possible  without  the  support  of  the  people.  Awaken  them. 

- We  must  be  absolutely  sure  of  our  position  and  of  our  message.  There 
can  be  no  wavering  or  backtracking.  The  message  must  be  simple, 
righteous  and  indisputable.  Success  depends  on  transmitting  the 
essential  message  in  an  effective  manner. 

- We  must  maintain  the  high  road.  The  causes  must  be  noble,  the 
motivations  sacred  and  the  ends  and  means  completely  justifiable  without 
doubts  or  questions.  These  facts  and  arguments  must  be  thoroughly 
thought  out,  researched  and  documented  before  any  action  commences. 

- Planning  is  more  important  and  effective  than  action. 

- Violence  is  never  the  preferred  end  or  means. 

- Document  personal,  factual  accounts  of  injustice  and  oppression.  As  I 
have  said,  each  and  every  person  in  our  nations  has  several  stories  to 
tell.  Document  them.  Consider  it  the  gathering  of  evidence  in  the  case 
for  public  opinion.  Practice  sound  legal  tactics  in  that  case.  Leave 
nothing  to  chance.  Your  case  must  be  airtight  and  irrefutable.  No 
shadows  of  any  doubts  may  exist.  This  is  a case  we  cannot  afford  to  lose. 

- Not  only  must  each  individual  action  be  planned  meticulously  but 
groups  or  campaigns  of  actions  must  be  orchestrated  down  to  the  most 
minute  detail. 

- Establish  contingency  plans.  There  should  always  be  a detailed  plan  B 
and  at  least  skeleton  plans  C and  D. 

- Learn  by  your  own  and  the  mistakes  of  others.  Document  your  actions. 
Debrief  your  actions  and  plans.  Discuss  what  worked,  why  or  why  not  and 
revise  current  and  future  plans. 

- Study  the  strategies  and  complexities  of  chess,  it  contains  valuable 
lessons . 

- Learn  the  rules  and  loopholes  of  the  system  in  which  we  operate. 

- Maintain  the  security  and  integrity  of  your  organization.  You  are 
only  as  strong  as  your  weakest  link. 

- Apparent  disunity  is  extremely  counter  productive.  Never  speak  ill  of 
your  brothers  or  sisters.  You  work  for  your  enemies  in  those  cases  where 
you  do.  If  you  do  not  support  the  actions  of  other  First  People  then 
speak  only  to  them  about  it,  nobody  else,  especially  not  the  media. 

- Maintain  the  pressure.  Relax  at  your  peril.  Counterstrikes  can  be 
swift  and  deadly.  Anticipate  them,  see  them  coming  and  prepare  for  them. 

- The  national  day  of  protest  was  a start.  April  17  was  an  opportunity 
to  voice  a loud  and  clear  message.  Were  we  effective? 

Governments  and  Corporations 

- The  enemy  is  the  impersonal  and  faceless  governments  and  corporations 
of  the  world.  We  must  battle  those  faceless,  inhuman  entities  with  the 
faces,  voices,  stories  and  histories  of  actual  people,  our  children, 
brothers,  sisters,  mothers,  fathers,  grandparents.  Flow  can  the  profit 
motive  withstand  when  it  is  held  directly  responsible  for  the  immense  and 


unending  suffering  of  the  First  Peoples  of  the  world. 

- Always  be  David;  never  be  Goliath.  When  people  face  organizations, 
the  people  are  David,  the  organization  is  Goliath.  Be  people,  not  a 
bunch  of  people. 

- Never  square  off  against  people,  only  against  faceless  governments, 
the  military,  the  police,  or  corporate  interests.  If  you  face  people 
then  your  organization  becomes  Goliath.  Avoid  this  at  all  costs.  Fold 
your  hand  if  you  must.  Know  when  to  recognize  an  untenable  situation. 

Networking 

- Share  your  knowledge.  You  cannot  win  all  by  yourself  and  if  you  do, 
what  will  you  have  won  and  for  who? 

- Network. 

- First  Nations  and  aboriginal  people  of  the  world  share  common 
histories  and  struggles  against  oppression.  Alliances  and  support 
networks  must  be  pursued  worldwide.  The  technology  exists.  We  must  use 
it  or  be  left  in  the  twentieth  century  while  the  governments  and 
corporations  divide  up  our  land  and  culture  in  the  next  millennium. 

- Collaborate  and  cooperate  with  your  neighbours.  You  must  create 
allies  and  support  networks.  Try  not  to  compete  with  your  neighbours. 
This  means  much  more  than  just  neighbouring  Bands.  Establish  and 
maintain  strong  and  working  relations  with  all  neighbouring  communities. 
They  are  not  our  foes.  We  need  their  support. 

- Never  place  all  your  valuable  resources  in  one  area.  Spread  your 
people  around  and  use  your  network  of  contacts  effectively. 

The  Media 

- Understand  the  way  things  work.  Media  manipulation  is  the  art  of 
government,  corporations  and  their  enforcers.  Do  not  let  them  hold  you 
at  a disadvantage.  The  battle  for  public  opinion  is  a life  or  death 
struggle . 

- We  must  use  careful  and  effective  strategies.  Media  access  must  never 
be  severed.  Our  message  must  be  transmitted  as  far  and  as  wide  as  the 
propaganda  that  is  used  against  us.  No  action  can  be  successful  without 
careful  and  meticulous  planning. 

- Always  maintain  communication  links.  Cell  phones.  Email,  the  Internet 
and  satellite  links  are  very  useful  items.  Plan  your  media  campaign 
thoroughly. 

- The  international  stage  is  much  more  effective  than  any  local  media 
coverage . 

- Never  allow  yourself  to  be  isolated.  Always  maintain  offsite  and 
alternate  spokespeople . 

- Choose  your  spokespeople  wisely.  Don't  let  them  distract  from  your 
clear  simple  message 

- Remember  the  message.  Keep  the  message  alive.  Never  forget  the 
message. 

- Choose  your  battles  wisely.  Do  not  ever  let  yourself  be  shown  in  an 
unfavourable  light.  Understand  the  principles  of  damage  control  and  spin 
doctoring.  Know  when  to  quietly  fade  away  to  fight  another  day.  Learn 
to  be  a media  guerilla.  Gain  valuable  experience  and  expertise  from  the 
example  of  Greenpeace. 

- Economic  warfare  is  the  battleground  and  the  influence  of  public 
opinion  through  the  skillful  management  of  the  media  is  one  of  our  most 
effective  weapons. 

Other  things 

- Abandon  backward  thinking  and  beliefs. 

- Question  everything,  especially  those  things  that  'go  without  saying', 
that  are  'unquestionable'  or  are  'givens'. 

- Abandon  the  imposed  constraints  of  government  under  the  Indian  Act. 
There  must  be  better  ways,  find  them  and  use  them. 

- Ensure  governance  models  place  women  in  a place  of  honour  and  power. 
Norm  Leech 

Stl'atl'imx  national 
Residing  in  Sechelt  territory 


"RE : Trudell's  Dudi  Bari  Speech 

Date:  Tue,  29  Apr  1997  14:24:41  -0400 

From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : Dohn  Trudell's  Dudi  Bari  Speech 

UUCP  email 

Friends, 

A thous 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  May  14  00:32:24  1997 
Date:  Tue,  13  May  1997  20:12:35  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.020 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Taino-L,  NativeLit,  NAT-FILMj  NAT-WORK  & 
Native-L  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Thanks  to  Robin  Silver  <silver@indirect . com>  for  this  week's  quotes. 

Transcript  Flearing  on  Cross  Motions  for  Summary  Dudgmentj  SWCBD  v.  Bruce 
Babbittj  et  al.j  CIV-94-2036-PHX-RMBj  U.S.  District  Courtj  Tucsonj  Arizonaj 
October  23j  1995  Arizona: 

THE  COURT:  ...I  get  the  gut  feeling  that  we  have  one  series  of  rules  when 
we  deal  with  trees  and  we  have  another  series  of  rules  when  we  deal  with 
species  that  occupy  trees  that  can  be  cut  down  and  made  into  lumber... 

THE  COURT:  ...I  think  the  statute  clearly  says  to  mej  "When  in  doubt , 
protect  the  species." 


0 o 0 

0 o 0 
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0 o 0 

0 o 0 
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THE  COURT:  ...I  don't  see  any  difference  between  the  American  bald  eagle 
that  stretches  from  Arizona  to  Alaska  right  across  Canada. .. [and]  the 
goshawk  starts  in  the  eastern  United  States,  goes  up  into  Canada  and  comes 
back  down  into  the  United  States... how  do  you  distinguish  that? 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  state  of  New  Mexico  has  agreed  to  a modified  gaming  compact  with 
Native  Nations,  but  it  has  yet  to  receive  all  "official"  stamps  of 
approval.  The  Tribes  are  continuing  their  case  in  the  Supreme  Court 
to  force  a final  ruling. 

The  Seneca  are  again  surrounded  by  New  York  Police  as  the  State  again 
tries  to  force  them  to  serve  as  a tax  collector,  despite  treaties  to  the 
contrary . 

Mille  Lacs  have  been  "granted"  the  right  to  continue  traditional  fishing, 
as  long  as  it  is  for  Ceremonial  purposes,  pending  yet  another  attempt  to 
violate  a 150  year  old  treaty  by  Wisconsin. 

One  First  Nation  after  the  other  is  being  striped  of  its  rights  because 
there  is  no  unity  among  the  People  of  all  the  First  Nations.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  you,  as  a Seneca,  Cherokee,  Odawa...  understand  or  even 
agree  with  the  needs  and  ways  of  another  nation  to  stand  by  the  People  of 
that  nation  and  support  their  right  to  determine  what  is  best  for  them  as 
a sovereign  nation,  as  a People.  It  is  necessary  to  stand  and  demand  that 
all  First  nations  must  be  granted  the  right  to  act  in  their  own  best 
interest,  or  more  and  more  rights  will  be  chipped  away,  one  nation  at  a 
time. 

It  is  all  about  doing  that  which  is  honorable  and  being  responsible  for 
ones  own  consequences. 

I thank  my  teacher  for  reminding  me  that  People  need  to  consider  that  each 
word,  each  action  and  non  action  will  affect  deeply,  not  only  people's  lives 
today,  but  those  yet  unborn.  People  need  to  reflect  deeply  on  what  they  say 
and  do. 

All  My  Relations.  How  many  times  do  we  hear  it?  How  many  times  do  we 
say  it?  The  important  question  is  how  many  times  do  we  mean  it?  It 
doesn't  mean  all  my  RED  relations.  It  doesn't  even  mean  all  my  HUMAN 
relations.  It  means  that  we  are  all  to  consider  we  are  related  and  not 
harm  one  another.  That  is  the  first  rule  of  survival  and  balance.  When 
others  join  in  like  mad  dogs  in  a feeding  frenzy  they  lose  sight  of  the 
first  rule,  "ALL  my  Relations."  To  attack  those  who  are  not  the  enemy  is 
to  help  to  destroy  yourself.  And  when  you  watch  and  do  not  speak  for 
other  First  nations  you  are  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  those  who  are  their 
enemy  and  will,  in  time,  become  your  enemy.  Those  who  do  not  respect  the 


JUSTICE:  Changing  agency  policy. 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

I l 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

I to  the  democratic  principles  | 
j of  the  Republic  I 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  I 

t as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

j shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


rights  of  others  will  not  respect  the  rights  of  your  People,  either. 

Carry  this  message  from  an  Elder  in  your  heart.  "When  a person  puts 
their  own  ego  ahead  of  what  is  best  for  First  Nations,  that  person  is  the 
enemy,  for  they  are  far  more  dangerous  in  their  cunning  and  betrayal,  than 
any  enemy  who  announced  his  intention  to  destroy  you." 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  sending  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor): 

5.20.1975  Ben  Sitting  Up  - AIM  member  killed  at  Wanblee  by  "unknown 
assailants . " 

No  investigation. 

5.24.1976  Sam  Afraid  of  Bear  - AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  at  Pine 
Ridge . 

Investigation  "ongoing." 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Gustafsen:  ludge  Stacks  Deck 

- Bear  Lincoln  Letter  Asks  Vigilance 

- Bear  Lincoln  Writes 

- Bank  Discriminates  Against  Indians 

- Mole  Lake  Takeover 

- Seneca  Problem  is  our  Problem 

- A Racist  Mind 

- A People  Betrayed 

- BIA  and  Cherokee  Nation 

- Indian  Law  info 

- Gathering  in  NY 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Protect  What  is  Ours 

- Native  American  Spirituality 

- Love  and  Marriage 

- The  Ridge  at  Agua  Reves 

- Summer  Camp  lob  Opening 

- EPA  Summer  Position 

- Lubicon  Cree  West  Coast  Tour 

- Poem:  A Song  On  The  Four  Winds 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


Part  B:  NATCHAT  and  NATIVE-L  lists 

- Grandmother  Doris  Minkler  Passes 

- Raid  at  Akwesasne 

- Keweenaw  Bay  Update 

- Inco  Attempts  to  Undermine 

- Bills  Affecting  American  Indians 

- Special  Issue  of  Wicazo  Sa  Review 

- Waseskun  House  Initiative 

- Graduation  Dress--A  VICTORY! ! 


"RE : Gustafsen:  ludge  Stacks  Deck"  

Date:  Thu,  8 May  1997  18:53:11  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : CASNP  release:  GUSTAFSEN  TRIAL,  1UDGE  10SEPHS0N  STACKS  THE  DECK 

GUSTAFSEN  TRIAL,  1UDGE  10SEPHS0N  STACKS  THE  DECK 

CASNP.  Surrey  BC.  May  7,  1997.  Said  a faithful  observer  throughout  the 
trial  in  Surrey  British  Columbia,  "They're  still  trying  to  shoot  the 
messengers!"  Canada  continues  its  offensive  against  Aboriginal  and 
sovereign  rights,  moving  from  Gustafsen  Lake  to  Courtroom  No.  7 in  Surrey. 
The  same  tactics  are  being  used  - intimidation,  threats,  withholding  and 
manufacturing  of  evidence,  manipulation  and  genocide.  The  establishment, 
through  the  RCMP  and  the  Canadian  Army,  attempted  to  murder  the  Aboriginal 
people  on  their  own  unceded  territory. 

The  latest  grotesque  chapter  in  the  continuing  saga  is  this  attempt  by  B. 
C.  ludge  (Stonewall)  losephson  to  steer  the  jury  into  convicting  the 


defendants  while  suppressing  the  central  issues  of  jurisdiction , 
sovereignty,  self-defense,  colour  of  right,  rule  of  law  and  third  party 
impartial  adjudication.  In  short,  there  is  nothing  to  make  this  a 
credible  process. 

Judge  Josephson  goes  further  than  the  "forked  tongue".  He  is  tampering 
with  the  right  of  the  jury  to  make  its  own  decision  based  on  11  months  of 
real  testimony  and  evidence.  "You  must  accept  the  law  as  I explain  it  to 
you,  without  question",  demanded  losephson.  He  tells  them  to  forget  four 
weeks  of  brilliant  testimony  by  Bruce  Clark,  Aboriginal  rights  lawyer,  and 
Loretta  Pascal,  Lilwat  elder,  on  the  basic  issues.  Judge  Josephson 
instructed,  "You  will  probably  have  no  difficulty  concluding  that  the 
alleged  offences  occurred  at  the  time  and  place  alleged  in  the 
indictment":  just  to  make  sure  the  jury  decides  the  right  (white)  way. 

The  judge  spent  three  days  telling  the  jury  what  to  consider  and 
essentially  to  forget  what  they  heard  over  11  months.  He  shamelessly 
instructed  them  on  what  to  take  from  that  testimony  and  what  to  forget. 

In  essence,  he  said,  "I'll  tell  you  what  to  think  and  what  to  forget". 

When  it  comes  to  sovereignty  issues,  this  grotesque  behaviour  is  not 
unusual  in  Canada. 

What  has  not  been  dealt  with,  yet  again,  is  the  challenge  to  the  courts 
on  the  jurisdiction  issue  - which  is  protected  under  Canadian 
constitutional  law  - their  own  law!  The  Aboriginals  ask  British  Columbia, 
"Where  is  the  treaty?  Where  is  the  receipt  for  the  purchase?"  They  can't 
answer  because  they  know  they  have  none. 

The  Crown  Prosecutor  recommends  to  the  judge  that  "the  jury  should  be 
given  a brief  explanation  and  be  told  it  (jurisdiction)  should  not  be  part 
of  their  deliberations".  Jurisdiction  is  the  legal  right  recognized  in 
the  constitution  as  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  Aboriginal  nations 
over  their  lands,  resources  and  possessions  on  unceded  territories.  The 
land  at  Gustafsen  Lake  is  unceded  sovereign  Aboriginal  Shuswap  territory, 
which  was  brought  out  in  the  trial  and  confirmed  by  the  Privy  Council  of 
Great  Britain,  the  Canadian  constitution  and  the  Royal  Proclamation  1763. 
They  affirm  Aboriginal  nationhood,  sovereignty  and  ownership  of  North 
America.  For  Canada  to  have  jurisdiction  they  must  go  through  the  process 
outlined  in  their  own  laws:  purchase  and  treaty.  This  is  not  the  case 
for  British  Columbia  or  most  of  Canada.  The  Canadian  judicial  system  has 
usurped  jurisdiction,  forced  the  owners  of  the  land  into  their  illegal 
kangaroo  courts  and  is  now  trying  to  railroad  them  for  being  on  their  own 
homeland . 

Jones  William  Ignace,  known  as  "Wolverine",  Shuswap  elder,  told  the 
judge:  "Finally  after  139  years  an  officer  of  the  court  admits  there  is  no 
purchase"  (of  our  land).  The  accused  are  charged  with  using  extortion  and 
force  to  achieve  justice.  If  we  substituted  the  RCMP  for  the  Gustafsen 
Lake  defendants  based  upon  the  present  charges,  there  would  be  an  airtight 
case  against  the  RCMP,  who  would  undoubtedly  be  convicted  of  hate  crimes, 
attempted  murder,  genocide,  numerous  weapons  offences,  violations  of 
numerous  international  protocols  and  covenants  such  as  the  UN  Convention 
on  Civil  and  Political  Rights,  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  the  Crime  of 
Genocide  1948,  violation  of  the  Geneva  Conventions,  war  crimes  and  other 
sordid  criminal  colonial  acts. 

"Smear  campaigns  are  our  specialty",  said  Sgt.  Peter  Montague,  Chief 
Media  Liaison  for  B.C.  RCMP,  affectionately  known  as  "He  lies  but  doesn't 
get  his  hands  dirty",  aka  "Pinocchio".  The  56  hour  RCMP  Training  Video 
presumably  was  made  to  train  police  throughout  Canada,  in  Aboriginal 
Genocide  100  and  Colonial  Crimes  101.  It  sets  out  the  strategies  for 
carrying  out  a Waco  (Texas)  style  "final  solution"  of  the  Aboriginal 
problem.  Wolverine  said,  "If  you  impose  a life  sentence  on  me,  let  my 
life  be  the  seeds  ...  of  liberty  for  the  Red  People".  He  also  said,  when 
they  refused  his  eighth  parole  hearing,  "Thank  you  very  much,  your  Honour. 
Some  day  I will  sit  and  judge  you".  Judge  Josephson  looked  at  him  in 
stunned  silence. 

An  elder  observed,  "I  am  surprised  the  judge  did  not  raise  the  question 
of  the  obvious  perjury  of  the  RCMP  officers.  Why  didn't  he  tell  the  jury 
to  disregard  their  evidence  because  it  is  perjured  and  therefore  the  jury 
could  not  believe  the  other  evidence  they  gave  of  their  aggressive  attacks 


and  attempts  to  murder  the  people  in  the  camp,  including  admitting  they 
started  the  whole  shooting  fracas.  In  fact,  the  police  were  the 
aggressors  through  the  whole  event". 

The  last  question  of  the  Gustafsen  lake  trial  was  asked  by  Manuel 
Azevedo,  lawyer  for  the  defendants,  and  directed  to  Lilwat  elder,  Loretta 
Pascal.  He  asked  if  she  had  any  knowledge  of  native  persons  who  had 
suffered  mistreatment,  beatings  or  death  at  the  hands  of  the  RCMP. 
losephson  did  not  allow  her  to  answer. 

Needed  is  a full  public  inquiry  into  the  whole  matter  from  beginning  to 
end.  The  citizens  of  Canada  are  entitled  to  know  the  whole  truth, 
including  the  multi-million  dollar  cost  to  the  taxpayers.  Aboriginal 
nations  must  be  dealt  with  on  a nation-to-nation  basis  according  to 
constitutional  and  international  laws.  If  convicted,  we  expect  all 
peoples  to  vigorously  protest  this  outrage.  Acquittal  means  that  the 
Aboriginals  are  right,  that  the  Canadian  judicial  system  has  no 
jurisdiction  on  unceded  sovereign  Aboriginal  territory. 

A decision  is  expected  next  week.  FREEDOM! 

Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  the  Native  Peoples  CASNP 
National  Office:  39  Spadina  Rd.  Toronto  On.  Canada  M5R  2S9 
mailing  address:  PO  Box  574  stn  P Toronto  ON.  Canada  M5S  2T1 
phone:  (416)  972-1573  fax  (416)  972-6232 

web  site:  http://wwwpathcom.eom/.casnp  email  casnp@pathcom.com 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink . org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Bear  Lincoln  Letter  Asks  Vigilance"  

Date:  Thu,  08  May  1997  12:27:16  -0700 
From:  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn . org> 

Sub j : BEAR  LINCOLN  LETTER  ASKS  VIGILANCE 

UUCP  email 

Note:  Bear  Lincoln's  capital  murder  trial  is  now  in  jury  selection  in 
Mendocino  County  Superior  Court  in  Ukiah,  California. 

Read  the  Albion  Monitor  online  at  http://www.monitor.net/monitor  for  full 
details  and  background  information. 

Bear  Lincoln's  Letter  to  the  Editor  of  Anderson  Valley  Advertiser 
(published  in  the  April  30,  1997  issue)  WHAT  IT'S  REALLY  LIKE 

I would  like  to  make  the  public  aware  of  the  gross  racism  against  Native 
Americans  in  the  so-called  justice  system  in  Mendocino  County. 

The  District  Attorney's  office  would  like  to  put  me  to  death  for 
allegedly  killing  a Sheriff's  deputy.  It  is  a matter  of  record  that  the 
majority  of  death  penalty  cases  in  this  county  have  been  against  Native 
Americans.  It  is  a fact  that  the  death  penalty  has  not  had  an  effect  on 
crime.  The  state  is  sending  a clear  message  that  revenge  killings  are  OK 
as  long  as  they  are  doing  the  killing.  Also,  that  killing  is  acceptable  as 
long  as  it's  done  by  the  gang  that  is  in  control. 

Sheriff  Tuso  has  sent  a very  clear  message  that  he  can  come  to  the 
"Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation,"  and  ambush  and  murder  an  innocent  man 
who  committed  no  crime  and  call  it  justifiable  homicide.  Then  charge  me 
with  his  death  and  the  death  of  the  officer.  But  when  the  facts  come  out 
at  the  trial,  the  public  will  see  that  the  deaths  of  these  two  men  were 
the  result  of  incompetent  leadership  and  extreme  prejudice. 

I urge  the  public  to  follow  this  case  and  be  concerned,  because  corrupt 


law  enforcement  affects  everyone  sooner  or  later.  We  will  prove  in  the 
trial  that  the  Sheriff's  deputy  has  covered  up  their  actions  against  the 
Indian  community,  and  that  they  are  the  ones  who  are  guilty  of  lying  in 
wait  and  ambushing  and  murdering  Leonard  Peters. 

They  seek  the  death  penalty  for  me  for  crimes  that  they  have  committed. 
If  they  had  conducted  the  first  killing  as  a routine  homicide 
investigation,  Leonard  Peters  and  officer  Davis  would  still  be  alive. 

But  Sheriff  Tuso  wanted  to  play  "John  Wayne"  and  put  the  Indians  on  the 
reservation  under  his  thumb  and  shoot  anything  that  moved,  which  happened 
to  be  an  innocent  man  walking  in  the  night  on  a mountain  road. 

It  is  only  by  the  "Grace  of  God"  that  I have  survived  to  tell  this  story 
and  expose  law  enforcement  gone  run  amok  in  Mendocino  County. 

Sheriff  Tuso  is  guilty  of  setting  the  stage  for  more  killings  to  take 
place  on  the  Round  Valley  Reservation  by  his  biased  law  enforcement  and 
other  injustices  against  my  relations  and  supporters. 

Tuso  has  been  trying  to  impose  the  death  penalty  on  me  since  the  night 
of  the  police  ambush  on  April  14th  of  1995.  The  DA's  statement  to  the 
media  that  they  would  seek  a death  sentence  in  this  case  is  a reality  that 
I've  been  living  with  since  the  night  they  murdered  my  friend  without 
cause . 

This  case  is  a very  good  example  of  a corrupt  law  enforcement  and 
justice  system  that  doesn't  give  a damn  what  the  public  thinks  or  sees 
concerning  their  conduct  because  they  believe  that  they  will  have  to 
answer  to  no  one.  Therefore,  they  can  break  as  many  laws  as  they  want  to 
and  believe  that  they  are  immune  to  any  type  of  prosecution  or  dismissal. 

The  DA  needs  to  change  his  line  from  "we  the  people,"  to  "we  the  law 
enforcement  community."  That  would  be  a more  truthful  statement.  It  is 
needful  for  the  public  to  follow  this  case  to  see  what  is  really  going  on 
with  a system  that  has  strayed  from  "we  the  people." 

Signed, 

Angry  Native 
Bear  Lincoln 

Please  write  to: 

Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln 
Mendocino  County  Hail 
951  Low  Gap  Rd . 

Ukiah  CA  95482 

Please  repost  this  message  far  and  wide 
Lincoln/Peters  Defense  Alliance 
c/o  Mendocino  Environmental  Center 
106  W.  Standley  St. 

Ukiah  CA  95482 
(707)  468-1660 

* U.S.  Mail  to:  * 

* Nicholas  Wilson  * 

* P.0.  Box  943  * 

* Mendocino  CA  95460  * 

* Visit  the  Albion  Monitor  online  newspaper  at  * 

* http://www.monitor.net/monitor  * 

* Check  out  the  official  Dudi  Bari  Home  Page  at  * 

* http://www.monitor.net/~bari  * 

* Dustice  for  Dudi  Bari!  * 

"RE : Bear  Lincoln  Writes"  

Date:  Fri,  09  May  1997  13:48:15  -0700 
From:  Christina  Meckel  <lonewolf(3pacific . net> 

(by  way  of  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn . org>) 

Sub j : BEAR  LINCOLN  WRITES 

UUCP  email 


Christina  Meckel  wrote: 


Got  a letter  which  I thought  I would  post: 


Dear  Christina, 

I received  your  letter  a few  days  ago,  and  I wanted  to  say  thank  you  very 
much  for  your  concern  and  support.  I'm  sending  you  two  names  of  persons 
to  contact,  they  will  have  information  on  upcoming  events  and  rallies,  so 
more  people  can  get  involved,  the  better  for  all  of  us. 

One  of  the  persons  name  is  Cyndi  Pickett,  she  happens  to  be  "Leonard 
Acorn  Peters"  widow.  Acorn  was  my  friend  that  was  murdered  in  the  police 
ambush,  he  was  an  innocent  victim,  he  wasn't  wanted  for  any  crime.  Anyway, 
Cyndi  makes  up  these  information  packets  for  the  public  and  she  already 
has  your  name  and  address.  It  wouldn't  hurt  for  you  to  call  her  too,  a 
good  time  would  be  evenings  after  five  because  she  works  as  a teachers  aid 
at  the  elementary  school  in  Covolo.  She  will  be  happy  to  answer  any 
questions  you  have  about  the  case  and  upcoming  trail.  [I  am  not  going  to 
publish  her  phone  # here,  but  will  her  mailing  address] 

The  other  person  is  "Cora  Lee  Simmons"  she  is  the  Chairperson  of  the 
"Round  Valley  Indians  For  Justice."  She  also  can  let  you  know  what  is 
happening  and  give  you  an  update. 

This  is  a very  exciting  time  to  get  involved  with  the  trial  getting 
underway.  I am  sure  there  will  be  plenty  of  work  to  keep  everyone  busy 
and  we  welcome  new  ideas  to  get  publicity  and  have  rallies. 

I have  a great  defense  team  and  we  are  very  confident  of  a great  victory. 

I am  happy  and  excited  about  getting  on  with  the  trial.  It's  been  a long 
wait  for  me.  So  my  freedom  is  close  at  hand  and  I welcome  you  and  your 
friends  to  the  winning  side.  Your  help  will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Thank  you  again 
Your  friend. 

Bear  Lincoln 

Contacts : 

Cyndi  Pickett  Cora  Lee  Simmons 

P.0.  Box  83  P.0.  Box  354 

Covelo,  CA  95428  Covelo,  CA  95428 


I spoke  with  Cyndi  Pickett.  She  is  mailing  me  a bunch  of  info  and 
promised  that  Round  Valley  Rez  history  info  I have  been  requesting.  She 
gave  me  a couple  interesting  facts.  The  Round  Valley  was  colonized  in 
1854.  At  the  time  it  was  inhabited  by  11,000  Indians  with  in  its  8 by  7 
miles  (defined  by  watershed).  Within  ten  years  the  white  settlers  had 
reduced  the  native  population  to  400. 

She  also  gave  me  a brief  run  down  on  the  recurring  police  brutality  in 
the  area,  but  am  going  to  wait  for  her  write  up,  to  make  sure  I get  names 
correct . 

Could  everyone  please  mail  Bear  a support  letter?  It  would  mean  a lot  to 
a man  in  captivity.  How  many  of  us  are  here?  I think  it  would  really  mean 
a lot.  Just  a post  card  or  note,  please: 
to:  Bear  Lincoln 

951  Low  Gap  Road 
Ukiah,  CA  95482 
Thanks  everyone. 

Christina  Meckel  <CLMeckel@hotmail . com> 

or 

Lonewolf  <lonewolf@pacific . net> 


Here's  one  more  contact: 

Lincoln/Peters  Defense  Alliance 
c/o  Mendocino  Environmental  Center 
106  W.  Standley  St. 

Ukiah  CA  95482 
(707)  468-1660 

"RE : Bank  Discriminates  Against  Indians 


Date:  Thu,  08  May  1997  15:54:37  -0400 


From:  Sonja  Keohane  <son jakeo@pond . com> 
Sub j : Bank  discriminates  against  Indians 


UUCP  email 
Good  afternoon  all. 

The  following  article  speaks  to  a topic  that  is  mentioned  here  from  time 
to  time... I'm  sure  this  is  not  "news"  to  many  here... but  this  time  the 
bank  got  caught . . . 

http: //biz .yahoo . com/upi/97/05/07/general_news/usbankdis_l. html 

Wednesday  May  7 6:31  PM  EDT 
Bank  discriminated  against  Indians 

RAPID  CITY,  S.D.,  May  7 (UPI)  _ A Nebraska  bank  has  agreed  to  pay 
$275,000  in  damages  for  charging  American  Indian  borrowers  higher  loan 
interest  rates  than  it  charged  other  customers. 

In  a settlement  with  the  Dustice  Department  approved  by  a federal  judge, 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Gordon  is  cited  for  violating  the  federal 
Equal  Credit  Opportunity  Act. 

The  bank  Wednesday  admitted  failing  to  use  formal  criteria  for  setting 
interest  rates  on  consumer  loans,  giving  broad,  unreviewed  discretion  to 
loan  officers. 

Most  of  the  victims  of  the  discrimination  were  residents  of  the  Pine 
Ridge  reservation  in  South  Dakota. 

Acting  Assistant  Attorney  General  Isabelle  Katz  Pinzler  said,  ''No  one 
should  be  charged  a higher  rate  for  credit  because  of  the  color  of  his  or 
her  skin.11  Pinzler  is  in  the  Dustice 
Department's  Civil  Rights  division  in  Washington. 

"RE : Mole  Lake  Takeover"  

Date:  Fri,  09  May  97  06:46:00  PDT 

From:  "EREC  - Fort,  Don"  <DFORT@nciinc . com> 

Sub j : Mole  Lake  Takeover 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  <ien(3igc . ape . org> 

NEWS  RELEASE!  

RED  ALERT!  

CONCERNED  ANTI-MINING  TRIBAL  MEMBERS  IN  WISCONSIN  CONTINUE  THEIR 
8TH-DAY  OF  OCCUPATION  OF  THEIR  TRIBAL  HEADQUARTERS 

Released  by:  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  - Great  Lakes  Regional 
May  8,  1997 

Mole  Lake,  Wisconsin  - "We  need  help  from  our  allies,  it's  no  joke,  it's 
one  big  conspiracy  by  Exxon,  Rio  Algom  and  BHP  international  mining 
corporations"  said  Robert  Van  Zile,  one  of  the  occupying  tribal  members 
and  Pipe  Keeper  of  the  Mole  Lake  Band  of  Sokaogon  Chippewa.  Approximately 
40  tribal  community  members  have  been  occupying  their  tribal  headquarters 
since  last  Thursday. 

The  Mole  Lake  community  members  reaffirmed  their  concerns  set  forth  in  the 
May  1,  1997  press  release  statement.  The  statement  asked  for  the  removal 
of  Arlyn  Ackley,  Sr.,  Mole  Lake  tribal  chairman;  an  audit  of  tribal  and 
casino  funds;  removal  of  tribal  staff;  recognition  of  the  civil  rights  of 
tribal  members;  clarification  on  repeated  parole  violations  of  Ackley  and 
investigation  of  the  role  and  collusion  between  Exxon,  Wisconsin  Governor 
Tommy  Thompson,  his  attorneys,  and  the  law  firm  representing  the  Mole  Lake 
tribal  council. 

During  recent  years,  Exxon,  Rio  Algom  and  BHP  have  been  teaming  up  with  a 
corporate  campaign  war  against  all  citizen  oppositions  to  their  proposed 
plans  to  develop  various  mineral  deposits  around  Mole  Lake,  including  the 
proposed  Crandon  Mine,  which  is  being  planned  by  Exxon  Minerals  and  Rio 
Algom  through  the  creation  of  Crandon  Mining  Company.  The  international 
corporate  giants  have  waged  a million  dollar  public  relations,  scientific, 
and  lobbying  campaign  to  get  Wisconsin  state  and  federal  approval  to  build 
the  Crandon  Mine. 

The  Crandon  Mine  is  a hard  rock  sulfide  mine  proposed  next  to  the  Mole 


Lake  Chippewa  reservation  in  northeastern  Wisconsin  near  to  the  Wolf 
River.  The  mine  would  leave  mine  tailings,  de-water  the  area  destroying 
wetlands,  wild  rice  beds,  and  fishing  areas.  "The  Crandon  Mine  mineral 
deposit  extends  to  underneath  our  sacred  Rice  Lake,  our  spiritual  center 
and  heart  of  the  Anishinabe  people,  and  the  source  of  life-giving  Manomin, 
our  wild  rice"  said  Van  Zile.  "It's  a 'highway  8'  trend'  which  means  that 
all  this  area  is  a mineral  track  that  is  rich  in  copper,  zinc,  and  silver 
deposits"  he  said. 

Another  concerned  tribal  member  in  the  occupation  is  Bill  Koenen,  who 
says,  "Exxon,  Rio  Algom,  BHP  and  the  politics  of  Wisconsin  state 
government  have  infiltrated  our  tribal  government  and  pushing  Mole  Lake  to 
accept  the  Crandon  Mine  proposal.  The  community  members  are  saying  enough 
is  enough.  It's  not  a simple  internal  tribal  affairs  matter.  We  wouldn't 
have  contacted  outside  support  groups  if  it  was  just  an  internal  matter." 

Koenen,  Van  Zile  and  other  tribal  community  members  are  worried  about 
historical  and  recent  events  that  demonstrate  their  concern  that  some 
shady  deals  are  going  on  with  chairman  Ackely,  the  tribal  environmental 
engineer  Dohn  Griffin,  and  perhaps  others.  The  concerned  community  members 
have  clippings  of  local  newspaper  articles  from  1986  that  exposed  Ackley's 
plans  for  Mole  Lake  to  develop  it's  own  copper  and  silver  mine.  In  1982, 
the  federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  announced  the  discovery  of  copper, 
zinc,  and  silver  deposits  on  the  Mole  Lake  reservation  found  to  be  worth 
more  than  $1  billion  dollars.  Even  though  Ackley  in  recent  years  has  made 
public  statements  of  his  opposition  to  the  Crandon  Mine,  community  members 
say  they  have  lost  confidence  with  the  inconsistency  and  credibility  of 
their  chairman. 

The  community  members  mention  recent  events  whereby  their  tribal 
environmental  engineer  allowed  federal  and  state  agencies  to  collect 
sensitive  environmental  data.  "This  action  was  against  tribal  council 
decision",  says  Koenen.  "When  we  asked  who  gave  permission  for  these 
agencies  to  take  data,  we  were  told  that  Ackley  gave  permission.  This  was 
against  council  policy.  Up  to  this  time,  Exxon  had  continually  been 
requesting  and  had  been  denied  access  to  our  tribal  lands.  Now  Exxon  is 
having  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers,  and  the  Wisconsin  state  Department  of  Natural  Resources  collect 
the  data  for  them,"  Koenen  stated. 

Collusion  between  the  law  firm  retained  by  the  Mole  Lake  tribal  council 
and  the  firms  relationship  as  personal  counsel  to  Wisconsin  Governor  Tommy 
Thompson,  adds  to  the  concerns  of  tribal  members.  The  law  firm  that  is 
representing  Mole  Lake  tribal  affairs  including  their  struggle  to  get 
their  tribal  water  quality  standards  approved  is  a Madison  firm  by  the 
name  of  Brennan,  Steil,  Basting  and  MacDougall.  Koenen  reports  that  this 
law  firm  personally  represents  Governor  Thompson.  "Governor  Thompson  is 
presently  in  legal  battle  with  us  and  the  EPA  concerning  our  tribal  water 
quality  standards.  Our  standards  are  more  stringent  than  the  state  of 
Wisconsin  and  the  federal  standards.  If  approved,  our  standards  would 
impact  the  Crandon  Mine  proposal  as  well  as  other  mining  proposals. 

Exxon,  Rio  Algom  and  BHP  don't  want  these  standards  approved,  and  we're 
sure  they  have  been  lobbying  Governor  Thompson  on  this  issue.  The  mining 
industry  is  a powerful  force  in  Wisconsin  politics,  " Koenen  expressed. 

"Law  firm  partner  George  Steil  was  appointed  by  Governor  Thompson  to  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  Board  of  Regents  and  we  have  found  that  Michael 
Grebe,  an  attorney  with  the  Milwaukee  law  firm,  Foley  and  Lardner,  is  also 
on  the  Board  of  Regents.  The  firm  Foley  and  Lardner  is  the  primary  law 
firm  retained  by  Exxon.  It's  a pretty  cozy  relationship  and  we  know  these 
people  are  talking  with  each  other,  but  of  course,  they  will  deny  it. 

It's  just  too  close  and  has  us  worried,  " Koenen  said. 

Latest  updates  from  tribal  members  reveal  concerns  with  "scratch  my  back 
and  I'll  scratch  your  back"  deals  by  Governor  Thompson  and  Wisconsin 
politicians  concerning  Mole  Lake  and  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  Tribe  in  their 
negotiations  with  the  state  on  their  tribal  gaming  compacts.  One  main 
component  of  this  compact  negotiation  involve  the  Hudson,  Wisconsin  dog 
racing  complex  that  Mole  Lake  and  other  Wisconsin  tribes  want  to  obtain  to 
operate  a casino. 

"There  is  a serious  danger  with  these  tribal  gaming  compact  negotiations 


that  allow  Governor  Thompson  to  combine  treaty-based  hunting,  fishing,  and 
harvest  rights  with  gaming  compact  negotiations.  Thompson  has  refused  to 
negotiate  any  further  on  the  tribal  gaming  compacts  unless  the 
treaty-based  hunting,  fishing,  and  harvest  rights  are  put  on  the 
negotiating  table.  This  will  open  up  negotiations  on  natural  resources 
such  as  mining  and  water.  This  is  something  that  the  mining  industry 
wants.  Wisconsin  is  pushing  our  tribal  governments  to  negotiate  tribal 
gaming  rights  on  the  same  level  as  environmental  protection  and  natural 
resource  management,"  said  Bill  Koenen.  He  further  added  that  Kevin 
Potter,  an  attorney  with  Brennan,  Steil,  Basting  and  MacDougall  also  sits 
on  the  Mole  Lake  tribal  Gaming  Board. 

The  concerned  tribal  members  have  been  trying  to  obtain  U.S.  federal 
intervention  and  protection,  to  no  avail.  Last  Friday,  the  Chicago 
regional  U.S.  Office  of  Dustice  was  contacted  by  the  concerned  community 
members  to  assist  in  mediation.  It  was  reported  that  the  Mole  Lake  tribal 
council  refused  to  participate  in  mediation. 

The  community  members  report  strong  support  from  other  Mole  Lake  members 
and  elders.  This  past  weekend,  grassroots  groups  from  the  Red  Cliff  Band 
of  Chippewa  Indians,  Bad  River  Band  of  Lake  Superior  Chippewa,  Lac  Courte 
Oreilles  Chippewa  Tribe,  and  members  of  the  Michigan  Keweenaw  Bay  Chippewa 
community  traveled  to  Mole  Lake  to  share  prayers  and  support  to  the 
concerned  tribal  community  members  barricaded  in  the  building. 

"We,  want  accountability  from  our  tribal  government  and  from  the 

state  and  federal  officials  who  have  violated  their  trust 

responsibilities this  action  is  an  attempt  to  address  and  resolve 

broad  issues  that  impact  all  Sokaogon  tribal  members,  all  those  opposed  to 
mining  in  Wisconsin,  and  all  those  interested  in  a clean  representative 
government,"  read  a statement  issued  by  the  concerned  Mole  Lake  tribal 
members . 
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For  more  information: 

Contact  person  - Bill  Koenen,  Mole  Lake  Concerned  Tribal  Member  and 

Anishinaabe 

(715)  367-2902  or 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network, 

Ph:  (218)  751-4967  Fax:  (218)  751-0561 


This  communication  written  in  consultation  with  the  Mole  Lake 
concerned  tribal  members  that  are  currently  in  occupation  of  their 
tribal  headquarters . The  gas,  electricity  and  water  has  been 
shut-off  at  the  headquarters.  The  contact  telephone  number  listed 
above  for  the  Mole  Lake  concerned  tribal  members  is  a cellular 
phone  and  the  battery  pack  is  always  running  low  on  power. 
Communications  is  a problem.  The  group  is  requesting  support. 


Released  by: 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network 

P.0.  Box  485 

Bemidji,  MN  56619 

Ph:  (218)  751-4967 

Fax:  (218)  751-0561 

e-mail:  ien@igc.apc.org 

web  page:  http://www.alphacdc.com/ien 

"RE : Seneca  Problem  is  our  Problem"  

Date:  Fri,  9 May  1997  23:30:06  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  RAD642@aol.com 

Sub j : Seneca  problem  is  our  problem 

UUCP  email 

Dear  Gary  Night  Owl, 

I posted  a letter  about  the  Seneca  war  in  NY,  and  the  situation  of  the 
reservation  being  surrounded,  not  allowing  children  off  to  go  to  school  or 


the  infirm  to  get  supplies  or  help.  I e-mailed  the  white  house,  and  sent 
letters  to  many  NA's  of  different  tribes.  I wrote  to  a radio  station  in 
Montana.  However,  it  is  not  good  enough.  We  need  national  coverage  of  this 
issue.  Today  the  Seneca.  Tomorrow  it  will  be  you. 

The  people  of  the  US  need  an  education  about  the  way  the  reservations 
work.  That  they  are  a nation  within  a nation,  sovereign  and  that  they  are 
there  because  their  land  was  taken  and  most  of  them  murdered.  Most 
historians  calculate  between  3-12  million.  I believe  the  holocaust  was  80 
million.  Every  time  they  would  find  something  on  their  land  such  as  gold, 
oil,  lead,  coal,  etc  they  were  forced  to  move.  Forced  to  depend  on  the 
government.  The  whites'  prejudice  is  today  like  that.  "The  Indian  is  dirty, 
lazy,  not  much  better  than  on  welfare,  and  heathen."  Never  mind  that  there 
are  whites  that  murder,  rape,  abuse  children,  are  pornographers,  worship 
Satan.  And,  they  have  major  corporations  collecting  big  welfare.  They  did  a 
good  job  of  removing  the  language  from  the  children  which  carried  a rich 
oral  tradition.  The  stories  of  their  culture.  Today  the  lost  are  finding 
their  roots.  The  english  speaking  children  are  learning  their  own  tongue, 
and  now  they  have  technology.  The  net  is  a powerful  tool  for  unity,  and  for 
spreading  the  word  when  one  tribe  or  nation  suffers  injustice.  There  are 
many  white  people  today  that  sympathize  with  the  NA  and  are  horrified  about 
the  things  they  suffered  from  their  government.  I am  white  and  I am  angry. 
Help  the  Seneca.  Tell  as  many  people  as  you  can  reach  this  is  everyone's 
responsibility, 
sincerely, 

Edie 

RAD642 


"RE : A Racist  Mind"  

Date:  Fri,  9 May  1997  00:37:37  -0400 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : A Racist  Mind  - New  York  State  Police  (fwd) 

[Warning:  the  following  message  contains  materials  that  many  will  find 
offensive  --  S.I.S.I.S.] 

- Forwarded  message 

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  <mnation@axess . com> 
Kahnawake  Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 


May  5,  1997 

This  'poem'  came  from  a tool  booth  at  Silver  Creek,  New  York  near 
Cattaraugus  - Seneca  Territory: 

ODE  TO  AN  INDIAN 

Yes  you  are  an  asshole,  it  is  true 

and  someday  a Trooper  will  come  to  get  you. 

Hold  your  flag  high  for  all  to  see. 

For  soon  Marcus  Rickard,  you  will  meet  me. 

I am  the  Trooper  on  whose  car  you  stand, 
waving  your  flag  in  your  fat  little  hand. 

Enjoy  it  now,  your  defiance  and  pride, 
for  nobody,  nobody  defiles  my  ride. 

I will  hunt  you  down  in  your  teepee  or  shack, 
so  don't  close  your  eyes  and  don't  turn  your  back. 

For  someday  I'll  be  there,  and  paybacks  are  hell, 
while  you  cry  for  mercy.  I'll  think  it's  swell. 

So  stand  on  my  steed,  with  your  balls  of  brass, 
cuz ' soon  I'll  be  shoving  that  stick  up  your  ass. 

And  your  body  I'll  dump  on  the  Thruway  with  glee, 
so  all  of  the  Troopers  can  drive  over  thee!! 


(Author  unknown) 


This  is  in  reference  to  the  April  20th  rally  in  Cattaraugus.  There 
appeared  a picture  in  certain  newspapers  with  a man,  Marcus  Rickard  of 
the  Tuscarora  Reservation  holding  a warrior  flag  standing  on  top  of  a 
State  Trooper  car  - licence  plate  3A39.  Major  Pedro  A.  Perez,  commander 
of  the  State  Police  in  New  York,  should  be  made  accountable  for  his  men. 
We  are  asking  you  to  write  the  New  York  State  Police  and  make  a 
complaint  regarding  this  blatant  expression  of  racism  on  the  part  of  the 
New  York  State  Police. 

New  York  State  Police,  Division  State  Police  Headquarters  - Phone 
518/457-2180  or  Fax.  518/783-3298. 

-end  forwarded  message- 

More  information  on  the  April  20th  rally  and  its  background: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Seneca/main . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink . org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

- "RE:  A People  Betrayed"  

Date:  Fri,  09  May  1997  13:59:57  -0400 

From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : A People  Betrayed-Part  1 

UUCP  email 
>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  following  article  appears  at 

http: //www. phoenixnewtimes. com/1996/current/feature2-l. html 
It  is  the  second  of  a two  article  series  from  Phoenix  Newtimes.  Written  by 
John  Dougherty,  entitled  "A  People  Betrayed",  it  is  reproduced  here  for 
the  benefit  of  those  on  the  list  with  only  email  access.  Others  should 
visit  the  phoenixnewtimes  site  directly. 

The  traditional  Hopi  knew  all  along. 

For  nearly  50  years,  their  pleas  to  the  federal  government  to  prevent 
mining  in  the  heart  of  their  homeland  on  Black  Mesa  have  been  ignored. 

Hopi  religious  leaders,  the  Kikmongwi,  beseeched  President  Harry  Truman 
in  1949  to  forbid  such  atrocity. 

Truman  ignored  them. 

In  the  early  1960s,  the  traditional  Hopi  who  followed  ancient  ways  of 
self-governance  by  consensus  protested  efforts  by  a renegade  Hopi  tribal 
council  to  grant  mining  leases. 

Washington,  D.C.,  bureaucrats  responded  by  usurping  the  Hopi 
Constitution  that  "prevent[ed] " the  council  from  executing  mineral  leases 
without  approval  of  the  Hopi  people  by  "delegating"  leasing  authority  to 
the  renegade  council. 

By  the  late  1960s,  the  traditional  Hopi  leaders  had  grown  deeply 
suspicious  of  the  council's  attorney,  who  had  negotiated  a one-sided 
mineral  lease  with  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company.  The  lease  allowed  Peabody 
to  create  one  of  the  largest  coal  strip-mining  and  water-consuming 
operations  in  the  United  States--on  Black  Mesa. 

Hopi  traditionalists  wrote  presidents  Lyndon  Johnson,  Richard  Nixon  and 
Jimmy  Carter  seeking  to  halt  the  mining,  but  none  listened. 

They  turned  to  the  courts,  filing  numerous  lawsuits.  All  were  thrown  out. 

On  Black  Mesa--the  land  where  their  ancestors  are  buried,  site  of  sacred 
shrines  that  bind  their  lives- -Peabody ' s giant  bulldozers  remove  12 


million  tons  of  coal  a year.  Meanwhile,  the  London-based  multinational 
corporation ' s deep  wells  suck  1.2  billion  gallons  of  water  each  year  from 
an  ancient  aquifer--a  practice  the  Hopi  claim  is  drying  up  sacred  springs. 

The  coal  fuels  two  massive  electricity  generating  plants  that  power  the 
Southwest's  burgeoning  cities  and,  perhaps  more  important,  generate  tens 
of  billions  of  dollars  of  profits  for  utilities,  banks  and  developers. 

As  the  decades  passed,  many  of  the  traditionalists  faded  into  the  dusty 
mesas  where  the  Hopi  first  built  villages  more  than  950  years  ago  and 
where  their  ancestors  roamed  12,000  years  ago. 

Only  a handful  of  the  Hopi's  traditional  religious  leaders  remains. 

And  only  now  are  the  half -century-old  suspicions  being  confirmed. 

The  Hopi,  whose  tenets  are  trust  and  loyalty,  were  deceived. 

Nobody  played  a larger  role  than  the  Hopi's  longtime,  trusted  and 
beloved  attorney,  the  late  John  Sterling  Boyden. 

Documents  recently  uncovered  by  University  of  Colorado  law  professor 
Charles  F.  Wilkinson  reveal  Boyden 's  betrayal  of  the  Hopi  through  a 
blatant  conflict  of  interest. 

Records  show  that  Boyden  was  working  for  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company  at 
the  same  time  he  was  representing  the  Hopi  in  negotiations  with  Peabody 
for  the  Black  Mesa  coal  lease.  Such  actions  are  among  the  most  heinous  of 
attorney  misconduct. 

Wilkinson  takes  no  delight  in  his  revelation  of  Boyden's  role.  But  he's 
pleased  it  provides  proof  to  support  the  long-held  contentions  of  Hopi 
traditionalists . 

"This  is  one  of  the  largest  single  events  in  the  Hopi's  thousand-year 
history,"  Wilkinson  says  of  Boyden's  role  in  the  Peabody  mining  lease.  "At 
least  now,  the  record  is  clear." 

John  Sterling  Boyden  was  a pillar  of  Utah  Democratic  politics  for 
decades.  A friend  of  Utah  governors  and  an  acquaintance  of  presidents, 
Boyden  twice  sought  Utah's  Democratic  nomination  for  governor. 

The  prominent  Salt  Lake  City  attorney  grew  up  a devout  Mormon  in 
Coalville,  Utah.  He  served  as  a bishop  in  Salt  Lake  City  from  1953  through 
1958.  His  contribution  to  the  Mormon  Church  was  recognized  at  his  funeral 
in  1980,  when  Marion  Romney  of  the  Church's  First  Presidency  spoke. 

Boyden  was  hired  by  an  unofficial  group  calling  itself  the  Hopi  tribal 
council  in  1950  to  represent  the  tribe  before  the  Indian  Claims  Commission. 
The  commission  was  created  to  determine  compensation  to  Indian  tribes 
whose  land  was  seized  by  the  United  States.  The  work  was  lucrative  for 
Boyden,  who  eventually  earned  a $500,000  fee,  equal  to  10  percent  of  a $5 
million  settlement  the  U.S.  offered  to  pay  the  Hopi  for  the  loss  of  four 
million  acres. 

The  elected  Hopi  Tribal  Council  was  no  longer  recognized  by  the  federal 
government  when  Boyden  was  hired.  That  council  was  dissolved  by  the 
federal  government  in  1943  because  Hopi  traditionalists  refused  to 
recognize  it. 

To  legitimize  his  claim  as  Hopi  attorney,  Boyden  executed  agreements 
with  leaders  of  seven  of  the  12  Hopi  villages  along  with  the  unofficial 
Hopi  council. 

Boyden  expanded  his  role  beyond  representing  Hopi  interests  with  the 
Claims  Commission  in  1951,  when  he  convinced  the  seven  Hopi  villages  to 
hire  him  as  general  counsel  to  negotiate  with  oil  companies  that  desired 
leases  on  Hopi  land.  Boyden  told  the  villages  he  would  be  paid  only  out  of 
revenues  he  produced  for  the  tribe,  according  to  Hopi  tribal  records 
obtained  by  New  Times. 

The  plan  to  make  Boyden  general  counsel  was  problematic.  The  local 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  director  recommended  the  contract  be  rejected 
because  it  would  legitimize  the  renegade  tribal  council  without  the 
consent  of  the  Hopi  people.  But  Boyden  went  over  the  local  BIA  director's 
head,  and  won  approval  from  Department  of  the  Interior  officials  who  were 
eager  to  see  the  Hopi  grant  oil  and  mineral  leases. 

A BIA  memorandum  describes  a Boyden  meeting  with  Interior  Department 
officials  in  which  he  says  "that  remuneration  for  his  services  will  depend 
largely  on  working  out  solutions  to  many  of  the  Hopi  problems  to  such  a 
point  that  oil  leases  will  provide  funds." 

The  BIA  approved  Boyden's  general-counsel  contract  in  May  1952, 


triggering  controversy  on  the  Hopi  reservation.  While  the  protests  caused 
the  Interior  Department  to  review  BIA  approval  of  Boyden's  contract,  in 
the  end,  Boyden's  appointment  stood. 

The  lawyer  turned  his  energy  toward  gaining  federal  recognition  of  the 
unofficial  tribal  council. 

The  original  Hopi  council  had  been  created  in  the  aftermath  of  the  1936 
ratification  of  the  Hopi  Constitution.  The  constitution,  however,  was 
strongly  opposed  by  Hopi  religious  leaders,  the  Kikmongwi,  and  many  Hopi 
did  not  vote  in  the  1936  ratification  election.  More  than  1,800  eligible 
voters  stayed  home.  The  constitution  was  approved  by  a vote  of  651  to  104 
Tribal  records  reveal  that  BIA  officials  knew  there  was  profound 
opposition  to  the  constitution  at  the  time  it  was  ratified. 

Oliver  LaFarge,  the  federal  agent  supervising  the  election,  noted  in  hi 
diary  that  the  Hopi  were  opposed  to  settling  matters  by  majority  vote 
because  that  leaves  a dissatisfied  minority. 

"Their  natural  way  of  doing  things  is  to  discuss  among  themselves  at 
great  length  and  group  by  group  until  public  opinion  as  a whole  has 
settled  overwhelming  in  one  direction,"  LaFarge  wrote. 

"Opposition  is  expressed  by  abstention,"  he  concluded. 

Nevertheless,  the  BIA  approved  the  constitution  and  created  the  first 
Hopi  Tribal  Council. 

Bob  Dorman 
redorman@plix.com 
"The  Activist  Page" 

[sometimes  one  site  may  be  down,  so  bookmark 

both  of  these.  The  plix.com  site  is  probably  faster] 

http: //www. plix. com/~users/redorman/ 

http: //www. geocities . com/Ca pit olH ill/ Lobby/1279/ 

— "RE:  BIA  and  Cherokee  Nation"  

Date:  Mon,  12  May  1997  18:54:42  GMT 

From:  gehring.l@postbox.acs.ohio-state.edu  (Glenn  Gehring) 

Sub j : **BIA  and  Cherokee  Nation**  brief  update 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  BIA  deadline  passed  without  incidence.  However,  the  Cherokee 
Marshals  are  now  in  violation  of  the  BIA's  orders  to  vacate  the  Cherokee 
courthouse.  Please  continue  to  send  letters  asking  that  the  BIA  police 
do  not  participate  in  any  enforcement  action  against  any  segment  of 
Cherokee  Nation's  government. 

For  those  who  want  more  information,  the  Oklahoma  media  are  covering 
this  crisis.  You  can  follow  the  crisis  from  the  beginnings  on  the 
Internet.  Go  to  the  following  web  page  (Tulsa  World  is  the  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma  newspaper),  and  click  on  the  "search"  option.  Then,  leave 
everything  blank  except  the  "Keywords".  Type  in  "Byrd".  Then  under  year 
you  can  limit  the  search  to  1997.  There  is  a lot  to  read. 

http: //www. tulsaworld . com/ script s/t ulsaworld .d 11/Cover? 

You  can  also  go  to  the  Cherokee  Observer  web  page  for  more  information: 
http: //www. serve . com/Yvwii/Cherokee/Ob server . shtm 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Ada  Deer 

Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

1849  C Street  NW 

Washington  DC,  20240 

Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Bruce  Babbitt 
Department  of  the  Interior 
1849  C Street  NW 
Washington  DC,  20240 


email:  bruce_babbitt@ios.doi.gov 

President  Clinton 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Washington,  D.C.  20500 
e-mail:  president@whitehouse.gov 
Phone:  (202)  456-1414 
Fax:  (202)  456-2883 

"RE : Indian  Law  info"  

Date:  Mon,  12  May  1997  18:15:47  -0400 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <son jakeo@pond . com> 

Sub j : Indian  Law  info.. and  NARF 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  < NATIVE LIT- L@cornell . edu> 

Good  evening  all, 
http: //www. narf . org/ 

Found  this  information  on  the  NARF  site... I think  someone  mentioned 
something  earlier  today  about  Indian  Law. 

This  same  page  has  an  article  about  the  Venetie  Indians  of  Alaska  and 
their  fight  for  sovereign  rights.  This  a long  page  of  lots  of  text,  but 
imo,  its  worth  a look  through.  NARF  is  working  on  expanding  their  site 
with  searchable  archives. 

http: //www. narf . org/archives/nlr/nlr22a . htm 

NARF  RESOURCES  AND  PUBLICATIONS 
THE  NATIONAL  INDIAN  LAW  LIBRARY 

For  the  modern-day  Indian,  information  is  priceless  in  helping  their 
fight  to  keep  tribal  homelands  intact  and  traditional  tribal  ways  alive. 

The  National  Indian  Law  Library  has  been  providing  Indian  tribes  and  Indian 
law  attorneys  with  a wealth  of  Indian  law  materials  for  the  past  25  years. 
The  materials  are  documents  ranging  from  legal  pleadings  written  in  vital 
Indian  law  cases  (from  Tribal  court  to  United  States  Supreme  Court)  to  a 
collection  of  Tribal  codes 

(there  are  about  510  federally  recognized  tribes  in  the  United  States.) 

The  National  Indian  Law  Library  began  as  a special  library  project  of 
the  Native  American  Rights  Fund.  It  was  initially  designed  to  serve  as  a 
clearinghouse  for  materials  on  American  Indian  Law  for  tribes,  private 
and  tribal  attorneys,  legal  service  programs,  law  firms,  federal  and 
state  governments  and  agencies,  and  for  students.  Essentially,  it  was 
intended  to  carry  out  one  of  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund's  priorities, 
the  systematic  development  of  Indian  law. 

Over  time.  The  National  Indian  Law  Library  has  become  the  sole 
repository  of  Indian  law  materials  in  the  nation.  The  Library  fulfills 
its  function  by  collecting  all  available  materials  related  to  Indian 
law.  These  materials  are  catalogued  on  a customized  library  application 
software  database  and  indexed  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Indian  Law 
Library  Catalogue. 

The  National  Indian  Law  Library  Publications  For  Sale: 

(Prices  are  subject  to  change,  shipping  and  handling  charges  are 
additional) 

The  Bibliography  on  Indian  Economic  Development,  2nd  Edition.  Designed 
as  a tool  for  the  protection  and  regulation  of  commercial  activities  on 
Indian  reservations.  Included  in  the 

bibliography  are  articles,  monographs,  memoranda.  Tribal  codes,  and 
miscellaneous  materials  on  Indian  economic  development.  Cost  for  this 
title  is  $30.00. 

The  National  Indian  Law  Library  Catalogue,  Volume  I.  One  of  The  National 
Indian  Law  Library's  major  contributions  to  the  development  of  Indian 
law  is  the  creation  of  this  catalogue.  It  is  arranged  by  subject-matter 
index,  author-title  index,  plaintiff-defendant  index,  and  NILL  number 


listing.  Cost  for  The  National  Indian  Law  Library  Catalogue,  Volume  I is 
$85.00j  the  1985  Supplement  is  $10.00j  the  1989  Supplement  is  $30.00. 

Top  Fifty:  A Compilation  of  Significant  Indian  Cases,  compiled  by  the 
National  Indian  Law  Library,  costs  $85.00. 

Other  Publications  Offered  For  Sale  by  The  National  Indian  Law  Library: 
(Prices  are  subject  to  change,  shipping  and  handling  charges  are 
additional) 

American  Indian  Law:  Cases  and  Materials,  3rd  edition,  1991,  by  Robert 
N.  Clinton,  Neil  Jessup,  Monroe  E.  Price,  price  is  $45.00. 

American  Indian  Law:  Cases  and  Materials,  3rd  edition,  1992  Supplement, 
by  Robert  N.  Clinton,  Neil  Jessup,  Monroe  E.  Price,  price  is  $10.00. 

American  Indian  Law  in  a nutshell,  2nd  edition,  1988,  by  William  C. 
Canby,  price  is  $16.00. 

American  Indians,  Time  and  the  Law,  1986,  by  Charles  F.  Wilkinson,  price 
is  $13.00. 


Battlefields  and  Burial  Grounds,  1994,  by  Walter  Echo-Hawk  and  Roger 
Echo-Hawk,  price  is  $15.00. 

Code  of  Federal  Regulations,  Title  25,  1995,  published  by  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  price  is  $15.00. 

Federal  Indian  Law,  Cases  and  Materials,  3rd  edition,  1993,  by  David 
Getches,  Charles  Wilkinson,  and  Robert  A.  Williams,  Jr.,  price  is 
$54.00. 


Felix  S.  Cohen's  Handbook  of  Federal  Indian  Law,  1992  edition,  edited  by 
Rennard  Strickland,  price  is  $85.00. 


Handbook  of  American  Indian  Religious  Freedom,  1991  edition,  edited  by 
Christopher  Vescey,  price  is  $15.00. 


The  Indian  Child  Welfare  Handbook:  A Legal  Guide  to  the  Custody  and 
Adoption  of  Native  Americans,  1995,  published  by  the  American  Bar 
Association,  price  is  $69.95. 


Indian  Claims  Commission  Decisions  1946-1978.  This  forty-  three  volume 
set  reports  the  work  of  the  Indian  Claims  Commission.  Each  volume  is 
sold  separately  at  a cost  of  $25.00.  The  ICCD  Index  is  sold  at  $25.00. 


Indian  Land  Area  Map,  1992,  published  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  the 
Interior,  price  is  $5.00. 


Mending  the  Circle:  A Native  American  Repatriation  Guide,  1996, 
published  by  the  American  Indian  Ritual  Object  Repatriation  Foundation, 
price  is  $40.00. 


The  Rights  of  Indians  and  Tribes,  2nd  edition,  1992,  by  Stephen  L. 
Pevar,  price  is  $8.00. 


There  is  also  a page  to  email  the  webmaster  to  request  information  or 

legal  assistance: 

http: //www. narf . org/narfmail . htm 

Sonja 


"RE : Gathering  in  NY"  

Date:  Thu,  8 May  1997  13:02:06  -0400  (EDT) 
From:  Bonny9@aol.com 


Sub j : Gathering  in  NY 

UUCP  email 

There  are  2 reservations  here,  Cattaraugus  and  Allegheny.  I have  spoke  to 
some  Native  American  Cattaraugus  Marshalls  who  state  they  don't  want  a 
presence  there,  but  on  the  Allegheny  rez  I was  told  by  those  who  are  at 
the  encampment  just  off  17(35  feet  off),  in  Steamburg  that  supporters  were 
welcome  to  camp  there.  This  is  a camp  that  has  had  a fire  burning  since 
this  began  April  1st,  and  these  people  say  they  will  stay  here  until  it  is 
done.  They  have  been  through  rain,  snow,  and  wind.  But  to  remember  this 
is  a war  zone,  not  a vacation.  License  Plate  numbers  are  taken  down  and 
pictures  will  be  taken  by  the  Pataki  Troopers.  I have  2 media  people  that 
state  if  I can  give  them  a hook  they  will  be  here,  (we'll  see).  Also  many 
available  places  to  stay  in  the  area,  we  have  Allegheny  State  Park  just 
adjacent  to  the  Allegheny  res.  and  3 hotel/motel  in  Salamanca,  1 native 
owned . 

I think  the  Cattaraugus  Marshalls  (who  were  put  in  place  by  the  Seneca 
Counsel)  are  there  to  prevent  any  more  violence  on  1-90.  Along  17  we  burn 
a fire,  dance  native  dances,  and  wave  at  the  supporters  that  go  by.  If 
you  were  to  come,  it  would  be  quite  possible  to  tour  both  reservations  in 
one  day. 

Also  I have  started  a food  drive,  bring  or  send  whatever  donated  non- 
perishable  food  you  can,  we  have  a make  shift  ware  house  at  70  Lexington 
Street,  Salamanca  New  York  14779  or  if  you  would  prefer  to  donate  money 
send  checks  to  Allegheny  Friends,  PO  Box  12,  Salamanca  NY  14779.  This  is 
to  benefit  those  who  lost  there  jobs  due  to  the  tax  dispute  and  those  who 
keep  the  fire  burning  in  Steamburg.  Please  E-mail  me  at  Bonny9,  or  my 
partner  in  the  food  drive  InDnheart@aol.com  if  you  have  any  questions  about 
any  of  this. 

Nawah  Skano 


"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Fri,  9 May  1997  13:00:52  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : History  - A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  2 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE- - 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the  band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  M.  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


VOL.  XII.  FRIDAY,  MAY  14,  1897  NUMBER  31 


Maria  Marmon,  who  was  reported  ill  with  pneumonia,  in  the  country,  is 


rapidly  recovering. 

Dr.  Montezuma  writes  that  he  is  "still  on  the  war  path  and  will  not  stop 
until  the  true  Americans  are  absorbed  into  civilization."  The  Doctor  may 
still  be  found  at  100  State  St.,  Chicago.  The  Chicago  civilization  has 
surely  absorbed  ONE  Apache. 

Sixty  views  of  our  school,  in  the  form  of  a souvenir  will  be  sent  FREE 
to  any  one  sending  us  ten  subscriptions  for  the  HELPER  and  two  cents 
extra  to  pay  postage.  The  booklet  sells  for  25  cents  cash,  postpaid.  A 
very  good  idea  of  the  school  may  be  had  by  a look  through  these 
photographic  illustrations. 

It  is  not  a good  plan  for  an  Indian  boy  or  girl  to  change  his  or  her 
name,  to  satisfy  the  whims  of  some  friend  or  other.  Don't  do  it!  Don't  be 
PERSUADED  to  do  it!  Retain  your  father's  last  name  always.  That  is  the 
name  by  which  you  will  be  known  when  you  come  to  inherit  his  property.  If 
you  wish  to  adopt  a friend's  name  do  so  by  writing  it  BEFORE  your  father's 
name.  By  following  the  advice  of  the  Man-on-the-band-stand,  you  may  save 
yourself  some  trouble  in  the  future. 


The  death  of  Dulia  Ilonas,  last  week,  touched  the  hearts  of  all  with  a 
peculiar  sadness,  coming  as  it  did  immediately  after  her  graduation. 

Dulia  was  with  us  six  years.  She  came  from  Idaho  and  was  of  the  Nez  Perce 
tribe.  She  began  in  school  No.  6,  and  passing  through  all  the  grades 
reached  No.  12  and  graduated  with  this  year's  class,  although  she  was  not 
able  to  take  her  final  examinations  nor  to  be  photographed  with  the  rest 
of  the  class.  She  has  been  confined  to  the  hospital  for  three  months,  a 
great  sufferer  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time,  from  tuberculosis  of 
the  lungs. 

At  the  side  of  her  dying  daughter  for  the  past  two  or  three  weeks  sat 
the  mother,  who  came  all  the  long  distance  from  Idaho  to  see  her  daughter 
die,  as  she  expressed  it.  She  speaks  no  English,  but  through  her  son  who 
came  with  her,  she  said,  "I  have  seen  my  husband  and  six  of  my  children 
die  with  consumption,  and  I came  to  see  this,  my  seventh."  Dulia  was 
conscious  to  within  an  hour  of  her  death,  and  took  great  comfort  in 
talking  with  her  mother. 

An  impressive  funeral  service  was  held  in  the  school  chapel.  Rev.  Dr. 
Norcross,  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  of  Carlisle,  officiating. 

The  casket  was  completely  covered  with  flowers,  offerings  from  teachers, 
friends  and  the  Nez  Perce  pupils.  The  body  was  embalmed  and  taken  to 
Idaho.  The  party  in  charge  consisted  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Elder  Stuart,  Mr. 
Levi  and  Mrs.  Donas,  who  left  on  Friday  evening. 


Two  Comanche  Chiefs  - Quanah  Parker  and  Big  Lookingglass,  with  William 
Tivis,  class  '90,  as  interpreter,  a Kiowa  chief,  Ah-pea-tone,  with  Dohn  D. 
Dackson,  Chilocco  student  as  interpreter,  and  Apache  Chief  Dohn,  formed  an 
interesting  delegation  of  visitors  this  week,  on  their  way  to  Oklahoma 
from  Washington.  Quanah  Parker's  wife  Too-nah-suh  was  with  him.  With  the 
exception  of  long  braided  hair  which  six  of  them  wore  the  men  were  all 
dressed  as  civilized  people. 

"I  would  be  ashamed  to  come  back  to  the  school  from  which  I graduated, 
wearing  long  hair,  as  William  Tivis  did  last  week,"  said  one  of  our 
present  advanced  boys.  The  Man-on-the-band-stand  could  not  say  a word  in 
his  defence.  Tivis  was  very  modest  about  it,  however,  and  his  hair  was 
beautifully  braided  and  worn  under  his  coat  collar  as  though  he  himself 
was  a little  ashamed  of  it.  He  is  looking  very  well,  and  we  hear  many 
good  reports  about  him. 


Frogs  in  the  throat  are  in  fashion. 

Mr.  George  Foulke  rides  a wheel. 

The  lawn  mowers  sang  their  first  song  this  week. 

Matilda  Damison  went  to  her  home  in  New  York,  last  week. 

For  rosy  cheeked  girls  look  into  the  laundry  these  warm  days. 

George  Suis,  ('95)  is  quite  ill  with  pneumonia,  in  the  school  hospital. 
What  one  sees  depends  on  what  one  is,  as  well  as  upon  what  is  before 
one's  eyes. 

The  Wisteria  vine  in  front  of  Captain's  residence  is  at  its  very 


finest  now,  and  fills  the  air  with  fragrance. 

lames  Wheelock  and  his  clarinet  went  to  Mechanicsburg  Tuesday  evening  to 
assist  the  Dickinson  law  students  in  their  presentation  of  Dr.  lekyl  and 
Mr.  Hyde. 

Two  wheels  were  smashed  this  week  through  careless  riding.  There  are 
times  in  one's  life  when  it  is  quite  necessary  to  possess  a head  and  eyes, 
and  one  of  those  times  is  when  riding  a bicycle.  A reckless  rider  will 
be  reckless  in  other  lines.  Nearly  everything  we  do  shows  character. 

Chief  Quanah  Parker  talks  better  English  every  time  he  comes  East.  If 
he  would  lend  himself  to  study  for  a few  months  or  a year  he  could  talk  as 
well  as  any  one. 

Ah-pea-tone,  the  Kiowa  chief  who  was  here  on  Wednesday  with  the 
delegation,  is  a brother  of  Mrs.  Laura  Doanmoe,  whose  history  as  a 
Carlisle  pupil  is  well  known. 

The  dining-hall  is  beginning  to  have  a thin  aspect,  the  effect  of  the 
summer's  exit  of  pupils  to  country  homes,  and  yet  we  have  enough  pupils 
left  to  make  two  good  schools. 

Have  you  noticed  these  fine  evenings  that  after  we  have  been  out  of  the 
shop  for  a whole  hour,  and  eaten  our  suppers,  the  whistles  in  town  blow 
for  those  in  the  factories  to  stop  work.  Who  dares  to  think  we  have  a 
hard  time  of  it? 

Up  to  within  a few  years  hardly  a Kiowa  could  speak  English,  and  most  of 
their  business  with  the  Government  had  to  be  done  through  the  Comanche 
tongue.  In  the  past  few  years  they  have  taken  more  kindly  to  schools  with 
the  result  that  a number  of  their  young  men  and  women  can  now  be  used  as 
interpreters . 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Council 
Ask  about  the  NAT-IMATION  native  language  vcr/TV/web  group-->  Info@UNAT.org 

"RE:  Protect  What  is  Ours"  

Date:  Sat,  10  May  1997  20:58:02  -0400 
From:  "DS  Adonaset  Fort"  <adonaset@radix. net> 

Sub j : Protect  What  is  Ours 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Oyea,  Tau  Natiaos,  Guatiaos 

It  is  an  honor  that  you  allow  me  to  speak  and  to  tell  the  stories  that 
have  no  beginning  and  have  no  end.  Allowing  each  of  us  to  speak  is  a 
tradition  that  we  should  cherish  as  did  our  ancestors. 

We  have  spoken  sometimes  with  fire  and  sometimes  with  sorrow  about  the 
cultural  and  spiritual  rape  that  we  are  experiencing  at  the  hands  of  the 
'others',  and  we  are  right  to  do  so,  and  we  must  continue  to  resist  by 
speaking  with  fire  and  sorrow  and  with  action  if  necessary. 

Brothers  and  Sisters  if  we  lose  these  things  then  we  have  nothing  and  we 
end  up  'as'  nothing.  This  is  the  objective  of  some  of  the  'others',  but 
they  have  never  prevailed  over  our  spirit  and  they  never  will  IF  we 
continue  to  resist.  Our  ceremonies,  sacred  objects,  identity,  and  stories 
are  not  trinkets,  not  costumes  for  'playing'  they  "are"  the  People  and  all 
thieves  should  be  made  aware  that  they  can  not  steal  our  identity  without 
feeling  our  wrath. 

My  father  was  a dream  talker  and  teller  of  stories  as  was  his  father,  and 
his  father  before  him.  The  stories  are  just  as  precious  as  any  artifact  and 
are  an  important  part  of  many  ceremonies.  The  'others'  may  hear  but  the 
Creator  did  not  give  them  reasoning  to  understand  because  they  are  our 
stories.  Yet,  they  steal  the  stories  claim  them  for  their  own,  and  try  to 
deceive  us  with  stories  created  in  their  own  minds.  The  stories  must  be 
told  with  respect  and  how  can  they  respect  our  ancestors  as  we  do?  They  do 
not  understand  our  stories  - but  we  do  understand  theirs,  theirs  is 
intended  to  deceive  and  are  based  on  lies,  racism  and  hate.  Our  stories 
can  only  be  told  and  understood  if  told  and  heard  with  love  and  truth.  The 
stories  tell  our  children  who  we  are  and  it  tells  how  the  Creator  brought 
all  things  to  be.  They  teach  us  about  our  ancestors,  creation,  one-legged 


and  foun-legged  brothers,  the  true  meaning  of  courage,  wisdom, 
understanding,  unity,  laughter,  tears,  hope,  dignity,  respect,  and  harmony. 

The  stories  are  passed  from  one  generation  to  the  next.  They  came  to  us 
from  the  creator,  from  Brothers  and  Sisters  of  wisdom,  ancestors,  and 
dreams.  If  a story  comes  from  a dream,  and  the  dreamer  tells  the  story  and 
then  the  story  is  mocked  what  is  really  being  mocked?  Is  it  the  story?  Is 
it  the  dreamer?  Is  it  the  giver  of  the  dream?  In  the  dream  the  dreamer  is 
told  "these  are  my  words,  do  not  forget  them"  My  father,  and  grandfather 
and  great-grand-father  have  said  this  to  me  many  times.  When  the  stories 
are  treated  with  disdain  and  misunderstanding  then  it  is  not  the  teller  of 
the  story  that  is  being  insulted  but  rather  it  is  the  ancestors  and  the 
giver  of  the  dreams  and  those  that  understand  the  story  that  receive  the 
insult . 

The  others  can  dress,  talk,  eat,  and  act  like  Indians  but  - like  the  pot 
that  was  made  without  ever  touching  the  fire  their  lies  will  not  endure. 

We  will  know  what  is  real  because  we  are  the  vessels  that  has  been  hardened 
by  the  flames  and  they  are  the  clay  pots  that  has  been  molded  only  in  their 
minds.  They  are  pliable  and  weak  - we  are  firm  and  strong.  We,  who  have 
nothing  - share  everything  but  for  the  'others'  , having  nothing  is  excuse 
to  steal.  A true  warrior  is  known  by  his  courage  and  a true  story  will  be 
known  by  its  truth.  Brothers  and  Sisters,  protect  what  belongs  to  the 
People.  You  must  protect  the  stories  as  you  would  protect  the  rest  of  our 
culture. 

Adonaset 

Walk  in  Harmony 

adonaset@radix.net 

"RE : Native  American  Spirituality"  

Date:  Tue,  06  May  1997  19:25:34  EDT 
From:  elaya@juno.com  (Elaya  k Tsosie) 

Sub j : Native  American  Spirituality 

UUCP  email 

Good  evening  to  everyone- - 

A small  bit  about  myself  I was  born  in  Chinle,  AZ  on  the  Navajo  rez.  My 
name  is  Elaya  Tsosie  and  I have  four  children  ages  24,  21,  13  and  a son 
age  5 as  well  as  a 5 year  old  grandchild. 

I myself  hold  a Ph.D.  only  mine  is  in  history. 

I do  teach  Native  American  courses  at  a small  community  college  and  have 
developed  the  courses  myself. 

I teach  Native  American  history.  Genocide  in  America,  as  well  as  Native 
American  issues. 

In  my  classes  I am  on  a first  name  basis  with  my  students  (most  of  whom 
are  white) . As  for  so  called  text  books  and  other  books  I do  not  use 
them.  Instead  we  have  in  guest  speakers  and  the  young  men  and  women  also 

do  an  exchange  program  where  they  will  stay  with  a Native  family  for  a 

summer  and  see  how  life  really  is. 

My  first  day  of  class  all  my  students  are  asked  to  place  what  they  know 

about  Native  Americans  on  a card  and  hand  it  in  (without  their  name)  and 
during  the  semester  we  discuss  and  dispel  these  mostly  myths  they  know. 

I do  not  give  tests  ( anyone  can  memorize  dates  and  places)  instead  they 
do  an  interview  with  an  Elder. 

My  students  are  mostly  surprised  the  first  day  of  class  to  see  me  walk 
into  the  classroom  in  full  traditional  Navajo  dress. 

Dust  to  give  you  an  idea  that  some  of  us  are  out  there  and  trying  to  show 
the  truth  in  history.  I also  look  forward  to  any  suggestions  any  of  you 
might  have  for  future  courses  I might  be  able  to  develop  for  this 
college. 

Elaya  Tsosie,  Ph.D. 

Navajo  Nation 


RE:  Love  and  Marriage" 


Date:  Mon,  14  Apr  1997  19:44:03  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Love  and  Marriage 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  < NATIVE LIT- L@cornell . edu> 

Dear  Society, 

If  I say  I am  Indian,  that  is  because  I am,  that  is  what  you  and  your 
intellectual  scholars  have  labeled  me,  this  is  how  you  have  portrayed  my 
ancestor's  as  well  as  me. 

Archaeologist,  anthropologist,  theologist,  historians  and  novelist  have 
written  about  the  culture  and  belief's  about  our  people  for  a great  number 
of  years  and  rightfully  so,  but  such  is  the  picture  that  has  been  painted 
of  my  people,  that  anymore,  our  endeavor  to  express  serious  regards  are 
considered  ill-mannered. 

No,  I do  not  have  a certificate,  nor  a degree  or  diploma  to  show  that  I 
am  educated  and  so  I write  this  knowing  that  I am  nothing  more  than  a 
simple  person,  whose  only  desire  is  to  know  of  certain  respects  concerning 
the  author's  of  life. 

My  little  children  wish  to  know  about  the  culture  and  belief's  of  my 
people,  and  I try  to  tell  them  about  what  I know.  Only  they  come  home  from 
school  and  they  tell  me  what  I say  is  wrong.  They  tell  me  that  the 
author's  of  life  have  told  the  story  of  our  people,  and  they  say  what  I 
tell  them  isn't  so. 

I wonder,  if  I should  go  to  the  school  and  address  this  matter,  but  I 
think  it  would  do  no  good,  because  I don't  have  the  major  credentials  that 
would  advocate  that  I have  any  wisdom,  knowledge  or  understanding,  so  how 
am  I to  correct  this  matter? 

All  my  life  Society,  I try  to  explain  to  my  children  that  the  culture 
and  belief's  of  our  people  is  very  real,  that  it  has  a profound  meaning 
that  can  not  be  found  in  any  book,  and  yet  I am  told  that  unless  my 
children  do  not  answer  properly  the  questions  put  before  them,  they  will 
not  graduate  and  will  go  through  life  as  nothing  more  than  a "Stupid 
Indian . " 

Dear  Society,  your  education  is  good,  and  it  does  help  our  children  to 
learn  how  to  read  and  write,  and  yet  you  tell  my  children  that  what 
doesn't  come  from  a book  is  not  truth,  but  silly  nonsense,  something  evil 
or  full  of  superstitions,  and  so  I ask  you,  what  is  it  that  I can  say  so 
that  you'll  understand  my  concerns  and  interest  of  the  culture  and 
belief's  of  my  people. 

Dear  Society,  maybe  it  is  time  to  have  your  many  writer's  come  and  share 
some  time  with  our  people  who  follow  the  ways  of  my  people,  but  no,  you'd 
only  sell  it  like  you  have  already  done,  you  and  those  who  think  it's  okay 
to  do  these  things,  so  I must  think  that  maybe  it's  time  you  listened  to 
us,  if  you  so  desire  to  know  about  our  culture  and  belief,  because  what 
you  have  written  so  far,  only  comes  from  minds  of  ego,  and  greed  and  bears 
little  truth  about  something  you  only  have  an  idea  about. 

No  Society,  I am  not  as  educated  as  you,  but  neither  are  you  as  smart  as 
you  claim  to  be,  because  in  your  writing,  you  have  made  a mockery  and 
circus  of  our  culture  and  belief's  and  have  disregarded  something  you  have 
no  idea  about,  and  that  will  never  be  shared  with  you  in  full,  but  know 
that  in  time  you  will  come  to  understand  our  concerns  and  interest  a lot 
more  than  what  you  do  now. 

So  in  that  Dear  Society,  tell  your  many  author's  that  the  novel's  of 
life  that  they  have  written  about  for  money  and  ego,  are  nothing  more  than 
stories,  movies  of  the  minds  and  that  the  real  author's  of  life  are  going 
to  write  about  truth  and  that  truth  will  not  contain  the  assimilative 
factor's  they  desire,  and  our  people,  our  children  will  come  to  know  the 
culture  and  belief's  of  their  ancestor's,  because  all  they  have  to  do,  is 
ask  the  medicine  of  their  people,  and  all  of  life's  wisdom,  knowledge  and 
understanding  will  be  presented  to  them,  and  they  will  come  to  know  that 
the  truth  of  their  people  can  not  be  found  in  any  of  your  books  and  they 
will  hear  our  words,  our  truth  and  know  that  what  we  speak  of,  comes  from 
life. 

By 


Larry  Kibby  - kibbey(3sierra . net 
1581  Pinenut  Circle 

Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 
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A second  draft 

The  sea,  and  the  Deep  of  Bartlett  was  south  beyond  the  high  trees  of 
the  ridge.  The  narrow  ridge,  in  my  old  memory,  was  a saddle  between  two 
higher  rainforest  covered  mountains  of  the  main  Maestra.  We  followed  a 
little,  narrow  beaten-earth  footpath  that  went  between  the  mix  of  many 
thinner  trunked  white  litchen  splotched  trees  and  the  fewer  great  trunks 
of  the  rainforest  giants. 

There  on  the  forest  floor  were  mosses,  some  plants,  many  of  them  ferns 
growing,  or  struggling  for  light,  in  the  darkness  beneath  the  multiple 
forest  canopies.  Looking  upward  there  was  just  a high,  dark,  roof  of 
indistinguishable  leaves  intermingled  with  branches,  epiphytic  orchids  and 
tree  frog  nursing  water-holding  leaves  of  the  bromeliads,  and  hanging 
lianas.  We  took  care  to  avoid  neck-cutting  tibisi  vines.  It  was  quiet, 
but  then,  very  dangerous  place. 

A century  ago  the  reporters  with  the  US  fleet  of  Rear-Admiral  Sampson,  a 
fleet  going  to  war  and  to  incredibly  rapid  victory,  had  looked  north  from  the 
sea  in  wonder.  The  reporters  had  thought  the  serrated  mountain  wall,  less 
than  7,000  feet,  was  much  higher,  for  the  slopes  rose  so  very  rapidly 
from  the  great  depths  of  the  coast-hugging  deep  of  Bartlet  almost  without 
interruption  to  the  top  of  the  highest  peak  in  a few,  very  few,  miles.  And 
thus  the  view  from  the  sea  foreshortening  by  the  short  distance  from  sea  to 
peaks  gave  and  gives  the  illusion  of  even  greater  heights,  an  image  of  a 
titanic  crenelated  fortress  wall. 

>From  the  mountains  towards  the  south,  the  slope  descended  from  the 
thinning  forest  to  the  arid,  hot  sun  of  the  rainshadow,  the  xerophytic 
desert  plants  and  the  blue  sea  became  a forbidden  zone  where  we  could  not 
go  by  day.  These  were  the  slopes  on  which,  in  the  days  of  the  revolution, 
the  patrolling  Batista  frigate  could  kill  by  long  ranging  rifled  naval 
cannon.  Anyone  the  ship's  officers  or  crew  could  spot  in  the  binoculars 
and  telescopes  on  the  sparsely  vegetated,  steep,  very  steep,  slopes  was  in 
serious  danger.  We  were  told,  we  were  strictly  ordered,  not  to  stray 
where  we  could  let  ourselves  be  seen  from  the  sea. 

We  escopeteros  used  to  the  greener  lower  mountains  and  hills  of  the 
northern  slopes  edging  the  plain  of  the  Cauto  tried  to  memorize  every  view 
and  every  mountain  feature.  Here  clearly  the  mountains  were  a huge 
besieged  fortress,  a place  where  the  main  rebel  forces  held  sway.  A place 
of  legend  and  of  then  great,  now  hated  heros.  The  Che's  murderous  hands 
are  buried  not  so  far  away. 

We  listen  in  innocence  awed  by  heights  and  the  ghosts  of  the  dead  as  our 
guide  told  us  of  the  rebel  ambush  of  Mosquedas  elite  force.  The  guide 
recited  last  words  of  Mosqueda's  point  man,  "i  smell  3-in-one  oil". 

Here  at  Agua  Reves  I read,  that  Ciro  Redondo,  one  of  our  rebel  heros  of 
that  time,  died  in  combat.  His  past  as  former  member  of  the  socialist 
youth  was  carefully  hidden  from  us  then.  The  rebel  ambush  succeeded  and 
with  Ciro  Redondo  died  six,  resting  and  mortally  surprised  Batista 
soldiers  and  sailors.  All  those  dead  a human  sacrifice  to  a touted 
freedom  that  has  not  yet  come.  Ciro  Redondo's  death  saved  him  from 
becoming  an  officer  of  communist  tyranny  and  exporter  of  war  to  South 
America  and  Africa. 


We  had  up  climbed  the  north  slope  to  the  ridge  passing  near  the  top  and 
among  the  surrounding  rainforest  a gentle  garden  a place  of  small  bananas 
groves,  tree  shaded  coffee  gardens,  and  "conuco"  raised  beds  of  the  yucca, 
malanga,  and  boniato  root  crops.  A beautiful  place  where  a little 
distance  to  the  west  the  chill,  clear,  pure,  mountain  water  of  the  creek, 
tumbled  rapidly  down  through  a little  forested  ravine,  full  of  great  brown 
sharp  edged  angular  rocks  not  yet  smoothed  to  the  rounded  boulders  of  the 
stronger  lower  rivers. 

The  water  "el  agua"  of  the  mountain  creek  ran  north.  The  creek  running 
"al  reves",  running  "the  wrong  way",  not  to  the  near  by  sea,  but  to  the 
far  northern  Cauto  plains;  thus  has  the  name  of  Agua  reves.  Suddenly, 
standing  quietly  by  the  trail  i saw  a thin  black  face,  a jet  black  face,  a 
face  i knew  but  did  not  expect,  it  was  Placido  the  Haitian,  this  was  the 
land  holding  of  Placido  and  his  quiet,  rarely  talking,  strong  brother. 

So  this  is  what  Placido  and  his  brother  worked  for.  So  this  is  what  the 
brothers  did  when  they  suddenly  left  at  the  end  of  autumn  or  early  winter 
after  the  coffee,  they  dried,  so  skillfully  and  so  well,  was  stored  in  the 
big  yellow  almacen  at  the  Casa  de  los  Generates.  This  where  the  brothers 
went  after  the  money  making  hard  work  of  the  cane  cutting  harvest  of  the 
plains  in  the  winter  and  early  spring  was  over.  This  was  the  future  they 
built  for  themselves  in  the  highest,  remotest,  coolest,  mountains  away  from 
the  heavy  shimmering  heat  of  the  Cauto  plains  in  summer. 

Placido  and  I exchanged  surprised  greetings.  Placido  and  his  brother, 
using  the  bounty  from  their  fertile  well  cared  for  plantings,  cooked  for 
and  fed  the  whole  group.  We  ate  and  ate  until  we  eat  no  more.  Fed  now, 
our  bellies  full,  the  now  unaccustomed  level  of  blood  sugar  rising  in  our 
veins  and  arteries,  allowed  us  strength  to  think  of  home  and  times  of 
peace . 

I remembered  how  when  I lived  at  the  Casa  de  los  Generales,  above  the 
Bayamo  River  on  the  last  northern  slopes  before  the  mountains  dissolved 
into  the  plains.  To  the  north  and  west  of  the  house  were  the  dozen  or  so 
large  concrete  drying  aprons,  the  secaderos  where  the  coffee  was  dried  in 
the  sun.  These  were  the  secaderos  that  Uncle  Rafael,  the  engineer, 
Guillermo  Ramos  the  Taino  carpenter  and  the  others  had  so  carefully  built, 
so  carefully  troweled  sand  mixed  cement  over  the  concrete  base  full  of  the 
rounded  pebbles  of  the  rivers  flood  plains  to  make  the  surface  gently 
slope  away  from  the  raised  center  rib. 

There  at  the  signal  given  by  the  Haitian  brothers,  and  everybody  else 
hurried  to  the  secaderos.  There  on  the  concrete  aprons  we  pushed  against 
the  weight  of  the  spread  coffee.  We  pushed  hard  on  the  long  heavy  pole, 
the  handle,  of  the  flat  ended,  broad  wooden  spatula  like  coffee  rakes.  We 
gathered  the  spread  out  drying  layer  of  coffee  berries  to  the  center  of 
the  secadero.  We  would  pile  the  sun  drying  berries  that  smelled  of 
red  soil  dust,  raisins,  fermented  fruit  and  coffee  in  long  mounds  along  the 
slightly  raised  center  of  the  drying  aprons. 

Then  we  ran  to  the  pile  of  yaguas  the  six,  seven  or  more  foot  long, 
perhaps  three  feet  wide,  stiff,  flattened,  sheaths  of  the  royal  palm 
leaves.  We  with  speed,  but  care,  picked  up  these  yaguas,  and  dragged  them 
to  the  drying  aprons  near  by.  We  were  in  a hurry  for  the  rain  was  coming 
and  could  wet  and  harm,  ruin  the  valuable  coffee  cash  crop.  The  rats,  the 
snakes,  and  the  scorpions  beneath  the  yagua  pile  fled  ignored. 

Then  as  we  dragged  the  these  improbably  large,  yagua  coverings  on  to, 
across,  and  towards  the  middle  of  the  drying  apron.  We  heard  the  scraping 
scratching  sound  the  yaguas  made  as  they  rubbed  their  stiff  strangely  flat 
ends  from  the  falling  leaves  absission  layers  along  the  concrete.  The 
yaguas  seemed  be  a bioengineered  design  from  some  mythical  benign 
interstellar  peace  corps,  or  a gift  from  gift  a kind  G-d.  How  else  could 
such  a gift  a ready  made  impermiable  board  with  its  slightly  raised  pattern 
of  fine  parallel  fibers  running  along  its  length,  fall  from  the  heights  of 
the  unplanted  royal  palm,  ready  to  build,  ready  to  cover,  have  arrived  to 
bless  Cuba. 

We  covered  the  drying  coffee  berries,  folding  each  yagua  down  the  middle 
on  its  performed  crease  in  a series  of  overlapping,  rain  proof,  giant 
shingles,  and  very  carefully  placed  wooden  planks,  and  the  coffee  rakes  at 
about  the  middle  and  along  the  length  of  the  slope  of  these  "shingles"  to 


hold  the  yaguas  down  against  the  driving  wind  of  the  tropical  rains. 

Rocks  held  the  yaguas  lower  edges  down  so  they  hugged  the  concrete  and 
kept  out  the  rain  bouncing  off  the  aprons  hard  surface. 

Placido's  brother  could  predict  exactly  when,  at  what  time,  each  day  that 
thee  last,  much  needed,  drying  ray  of  sun  would  be  gone  and  heavy  tropical 
rain  would  fall.  At  the  very  last  second  of  our  work,  the  rain  would 
come.  Then  and  with  a smile  of  pride  and  satisfaction  on  his  face, 
Placidos'  brother  would  watch  the  first  rain  drops  hit  the  protecting  palm 
yaguas.  All  the  precious  coffee  berries  were  covered  and  safe 
from  the  rain. 

My  uncles  would  make  mental  notes  to  hire  the  brothers  again  next  year, 
for  nobody  could  dry  coffee  as  well  as  they.  Amazed  seeing  this  happen 
day  after  day,  i asked  Placido's  brother  how  he  did  it,  he  told  me 
expressing  the  centuries  of  coffee  growing  knowledge  from  Haiti  and  from 
Cuba  "it  will  rain  soon  after  the  clouds  place  a foot  on  the  hills." 

The  column  reformed  after  eating  and  we  escopeteros  went  on  towards  Las 
Minas  de  Frio.  Soon  after  the  revolution  Placido's  brother  on  a train 
near  Santiago  died;  he  had,  for  reasons  unknown,  sticking  his  head  out  a 
window  and  lost  that  mind  crammed  full  of  the  arcane  knowledge  of  coffee 
growing  to  another  fast  passing  train. 

Larry  Daley  copyright@1997,  permission  to  copy  granted  for  noncommercial 
purposes . 
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UUCP  email 

AMERICAN  INDIAN  SUMMER  CAMP  EPIDEMIOLOGY  EDUCATION  OPENING 

Native  Americans  in  Biological  Sciences  (NABS)  of  the  Department  of 
Microbiology/Molecular  Genetics,  Oklahoma  State  University,  is  seeking  a 
qualified  Graduate  student,  in  Epidemiology  to  be  the  lead  facilitator 
for  mid-high  American  Indian  students  participating  in  a summer  camp. 
Exploring  Contemporary  Biological  Dilemmas,  Dune  1 - 26,  1997,  at 
Oklahoma  State  University,  Stillwater. 

Applicant  must  be  willing  to  become  knowledgeable  about  epidemiology 
in  American  Indian  communities,  including  any  sociological  or  economic 
factors  that  impact  American  Indian  health.  While  applicant  does  not 
have  to  be  Native  American,  ability  to  accept  the  diversity  in  Native 
American  communities  is  a must.  Personal  knowledge  of  the  role  of  the 
Indian  Health  Service  in  American  Indian  lives  is  a very  strong  plus. 

Applicant  must  be  willing  to  learn  inquiry-based  science  facilitating 
methods  by  attending  the  pre-camp  in  service  course  to  be  held  at 
Oklahoma  State  University  on  May  27-29.  The  in-service  course  is  a 
component  of  a two-hour  credit  seminar  course,  taught  by  the  OSU  College 
of  Education.  Subsequent  components  are  held  during  the  course  of  the 
camp  as  a means  to  aid  your  facilitating  skills. 

This  is  the  fifth  Exploring  Contemporary  Biological  Dilemmas  camp.  This 
year  students  role-play  a consulting  firm  presented  with  a health  problem 
that  relates  to  American  Indian  communities.  The  consulting  firm  model 
affords  the  opportunity  have  a variety  of  research  groups  to  study  one 
particular  aspect  of  the  total  problem.  Epidemiology  is  one  aspect; 
other  aspects  for  this  year's  camp  are  microbiology,  genetics, 
physiology/biochemistry,  epidemiology,  and  media  documentation.  This 
year  there  will  be  25  students,  that  will  break  into  respective  research 
groups  of  4 or  5. 

While  applicants  must  supply  their  own  transportation  to  the  OSU  campus, 
they  will  be  provided  with  room  and  board,  and  a taxable  stipend  of 


$2,000  for  their  efforts.  Additional  funding  may  be  available  in  Duly. 

Please  send  us  a letter  of  inquiry,  and  three  references  and  telephone 
numbers  to: 

Myra  Alexander-Starr 

Native  Americans  in  Biological  Science 

Dept.  Microbiology/Molecular  Genetics 

Oklahoma  State  University 

306  Life  Science  East 

Stillwater,  OK  74078-3020 

alex@osuunx.ucc.okstate.edu 

405-744-6802 

405-744-6790  (fax) 

We'll  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions  you  might  have. 

NABS  is  funded  by  the  Howard  Hughes  Medical  Institute. 
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U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Tribal  Operations,  Strategic  Planning 
Office  of  Ecosystem  Protection 
1 Congress  Street,  DFK  Fed.  Bldg. 

Boston,  MA  02203 

Internship  Vacancy:  Tribal  Liaison 

Position:  Full-time-Summer  10  weeks;  Part-time  16  weeks 

Location:  1 Congress  Street,  11th  Floor  Office,  Boston,  MA 

Opening  Date:  May  15,  1997 

Closing  Date:  May  30,  1997 

Area  of  Consideration:  Environmental  Protection  in  Indian  Country 
Special  Note:  1 Position  for  26  weeks  as  an  ECO  Intern  in 

the  field  of  governmental  relations  and 

environmental  activities  with  Tribal  governments/EPA 

Duties : 

The  Tribal  Liaison  (one  of  the  oldest  positions  within  the  Indian-EPA-New 
England  program)  will  be  treated  as  an  integral  member  of  the  Tribal 
Operations  Staff  working  with  the  Regional  Indian  Coordinator  and 
Regional  Indian  Program  Specialist.  Primarily  supporting  the  Regional 
Indian  Work  Group,  Regional-Tribal  Operations  Committee,  and  EPA-Tribe 
Coordinators  in  coordination  of  EPA  Indian  environmental  multi-media 
activities  with  the  Tribes  in  collaboration  with  EPA  Tribal  Operations 
personnel.  A major  focus  will  be  the  implementation  of  and  maintenance  of 
the  Tribe-EPA  Agreements;  fulfilling  the  requirements  of  training  ALL  EPA 
monthly;  and,  maintaining  R-TOC  and  Tribal  relations.  The  Tribal  Liaison 
will  fill  the  gaps  within  the  current  system;  as  experience,  trust  and 
knowledge  levels  increase,  so  will  the  respective  duties.  EPA  is  a Trust 
agency  as  defined  by  the  Tribes,  the  Liaison  will  be  required  to  help 
maintain  that  trust.  The  education  received  during  this  tenure  is  all 
encompassing-multi-media  & inter-governmental. 

Qualifications : 

Candidate  should  be  a graduate  student,  preferably  with  a background 
relating  to  Indians,  Tribes,  Tribal  governments  and/or  reservations . A 
academic  background  with  a strong  natural  science  or  engineering 
relating  to  environmental  affairs.  Intern  will  have  limited  travel  within  New 
England  and  the  reservations,  be  able  to  work  with  and  converse  with 
R-TOC,  NIWG,  TOC,  EPA-Tribe  Coordinators  and  other  EPA  personnel. 

Training  will  be  provided  in  the  "Working  Effectively  with  Tribal 


Governments",  and  normal  office/computer  training  and  EPA  courses  in 
order  to  function  as  an  efficient  Tribal  Operations-Tribal  Liaison  with 
and  without  EPA. 

Length  of  Project:  26  weeks;  Stipend:  $10-12. 00/hour 
Vehicle-  not  required;  Public  Transportation  -Good 

Send  a letter,  no  more  than  two  pages  long,  describing,  why  you  want  to 
work  with  EPA  & the  New  England  Tribes;  and,  a Resume,  of  no  more 
than  two  pages  with  3-references  included-to  above  address:  and. 
Contacts : 

Terry  Regan  CSP  Regional  Indian  Program  Specialist 
617-565-3529  (F)  4940 

Stephanie  Dacko,  ECO  617-426-4375  xl47  (F)  8159 

"RE : Lubicon  Cree  West  Coast  Tour"  

From:  "SCHWARZBAUER  PETER"  <H440T4@edvl . boku . ac . at> 

Date:  Mon,  12  May  1997  08:11:25  MET-1MEST 
Sub j : Lubicon  Cree  West  Coast  Speaking  Tour 

UUCP  email 

Flello, 

The  following  is  notice  of  the  upcoming  Lubicon  Cree  : West  Coast 
Speaking  Tour. 

Please  post  this  where  appropriate  and  send  it  to  anyone  you  know 
who  may  be  interested  and  able  to  attend. 

Thanks  for  your  help. 

Notice  

THE  LUBICON  CREE  : WEST  COAST  SPEAKING  TOUR  : MAY  15-19,  1997 

Vancouver,  Bellingham,  Olympia,  Seattle,  Portland 

Come  hear  about  the  remarkable  Lubicon  struggle  first-hand  from  : 

Dwight  Gladue,  Lubicon  Cree 

Fred  Lennarson,  advisor  to  the  Lubicon  Cree 

Kevin  Thomas  & Stephen  Kenda,  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  (Toronto) 

Ed  Bianchi,  Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition  & Friends  of  the  Lubicon 
Find  out  how  you  can  join  the  ever-expanding  network  of  Lubicon 
supporters  fighting  unbridled,  destructive  corporate  control  in 
our  society. 

Agenda : 

Dwight  Gladue  is  a member  of  the  Lubicon  Lake  Nation  Council.  Over 
the  last  couple  of  decades  Dwight  and  his  people  have  faced  up  to 
the  combined  forces  of  oil  & gas  multinationals,  forestry 
companies,  government  bureaucrats  and  elected  officials. 

In  each  city,  Dwight  Gladue  & Fred  Lennarson  will  speak  about  the 
ongoing  struggle  of  the  Lubicon  people  to  defend  their  lands  and 
about  the  impact  on  the  community  of  unbridled  resource 
exploitation . 

Members  of  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  will  talk  about  successful 
campaigns  against  corporations  in  your  home  town  that  are  linked 
to  the  destruction  of  the  Lubicon,  and  about  combatting  corporate 
use  of  the  legal  system  to  silence  critics.  A 25  minute  video  on 
the  Lubicon,  "A  Fight  Against  Time",  will  be  shown.  A question  and 
answer  session  will  round  out  each  night. 

Goal : 

The  goal  of  the  speaking  tour  is  to  provide  an  opportunity  for 
individuals  & groups  to  learn  more  about  how  they  can  support  the 
Lubicon  Cree. 

Schedule : 

Thursday  May  15  - 7 pm 

Vancouver,  The  Vancouver  Unitarian  Church,  949  - West  49th  Ave, 


For  more  info:  604-736-4624  (Dawn  Mills) 

Friday  May  16  - Noon 

Bellingham,  Western  Washington  University,  Wilson  Library 
Presentation  Room 

For  more  info:  360-650-6125  (Peace  Resource  Centre) 

Friday  May  16  - 7:30  pm 

Olympia,  Evergreen  State  College,  The  Longhouse  : Cedar  Room 
For  more  info:  360-866-6000  x6105  (Native  Student  Alliance) 

Sunday  May  18  - 7 pm 

Seattle,  Black  Cat  Cafe,  4110  Roosevelt  Way  NE 
For  more  info:  206-723-4703  (Dan  Clarke) 

Monday  May  19  - 7 pm 

Portland,  Rexall  Rose  Cafe  and  Theatre,  2403  NE  Alberta  St. 

For  more  info:  503-245-3866  (Chiapas  Urgent  Call) 

Focus  of  the  Presentations: 

In  VANCOUVER,  it's  the  LUBICON  CREE  AND  UNOCAL 

Unocal  Information  Campaign  (UIC)  was  formed  in  1995.  UIC  is  a 
citizens'  group  endorsed  by  a coalition  of  human  rights, 
environmental  and  other  grassroots  groups,  including  Friends  of 
the  Lubicon.  UIC  is  concerned  with  the  highly  questionable 
corporate  practices  of  Unocal,  a California-based  gas  and  oil 
company. 

In  the  province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  UIC  focussed  on  Consumers  Gas, 
one  of  Unocal's  largest  Canadian  gas  clients.  Recently,  Consumers 
announced  they  will  not  renew  their  contract  with  Unocal.  This 
leaves  no  known  significant  Unocal  customers  in  Ontario. 

B.C.'s  activist  community  is  established,  knowledgeable,  committed 
and  effective.  The  head  office  of  B.C.  Gas  is  in  Vancouver.  B.C. 

Gas  is  Unocal's  largest  gas  client  in  Canada. 

In  BELLINGHAM,  OLYMPIA,  SEATTLE  & PORTLAND,  it's  the  LUBICON  CREE 
& DAISHOWA  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  is  a Canadian  organization  that 
focuses  on  confronting  corporations  on  issues  of  Native  land 
rights  and  the  environment.  Through  their  enormously  successful 
boycott  of  Daishowa  paper  products.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  has 
been  instrumental  in  preventing  the  transnational  paper  company 
Daishowa  from  clearcutting  unceded  Lubicon  land  for  the  last  six 
years.  Daishowa  claims  the  boycott  has  cost  them  upwards  of  $10 
million  in  lost  sales.  Three  of  the  organizers  are  now  facing  a 
multi-mill  ion  dollar  lawsuit  launched  by  Daishowa  in  an  effort 
to  shut  down  the  boycott  and  intimidate  supporters.  The  lawsuit 
appears  to  be  part  of  the  growing  American  phenomenon  of  SLAPP 
suits:  "Strategic  Lawsuits  Against  Public  Participation",  legal 
proceedings  brought  by  corporations  to  deter  or  punish  lawful 
public  participation  in  the  democratic  process. 

The  defendants  will  speak  about  organizing  effective  opposition  to 
unjust  corporate  practices.  Native  land  rights,  SLAPP  suits,  and 
consumer  action  for  social  justice  in  the  age  of  transnational 
corporations.  There  will  be  a screening  of  the  video  "Fight 
Against  Time"  by  On  Cue  Film  and  Video  (1995),  a short  and 
gripping  account,  in  their  own  words,  of  the  Lubicon  peoples' 
battle  to  survive  as  a community. 

As  a result  of  Daishowa 's  heavy-handed  tactics  in  Canada,  a 
Seattle-based  Daishowa  Boycott  is  now  off  and  running  in  the 
States . 


- "RE:  Poem:  A Song  On  The  Four  Winds 

Date:  Thu,  17  Apr  1997  12:59:15  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : *A  Song  On  The  Four  Winds* 

UUCP  email 


*A  Song  On  The  Four  Winds* 


Through  the  mountains. 
Through  the  tree  tops. 
Through  the  valleys. 
And  over  the  plains, 

A song  is  traveling 
On  the  Four  Winds. 

It  is  a song. 

Of  the  past; 

It  is  a song 
Of  the  Present; 

It  is  a song 
Of  the  future; 

It  is  a song 
On  the  Four  Winds. 

It  is  a song 
for  the  young; 

It  is  a song 
For  the  old; 

It  is  a song 
For  the  living; 

It  is  a song 
For  the  dead; 

It  is  a song 
On  the  Four  Winds. 

It  is  a song 
For  me; 

It  is  a song 
For  you; 

It  is  a song 
For  all  to  hear; 

A song  to  return 
To  a way  of  life; 

To  a belief; 

A song  of  the  Indian. 
It  is  a song 
On  the  Four  Winds. 

December  30,  1990 
By 


= Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra.net 
= Elko  Indian  Colony 

= Western  Shoshone  Flistoric  Preservation  Society  = 
= 1581  Pinenut  Circle,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 
= Phone:  (702)  738-4147  Fax:  (702)  738-7070 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days" 

Date:  Mon,  5 May  97  07:14:00  GMT 

From:  Debra  F.  Sanders  <dfsanders@genie.com> 

Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  18-24 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

18 


Come  to  me  in  the  first  light  of  dawning,  when  all  things  are  begun  anew. 

19 

The  setting  sun  flashes  briefly  green  upon  the  surface  of  the  ocean. 

20 

The  islands  rise  up  from  the  ocean  floor  to  greet  the  sky! 

21 

The  wind  and  the  rain  join  together  to  create  life. 

22 

Life  always  reveals  new  possibilities. 

23 

Feast  upon  the  riches  of  the  land. 

24 

Follow  the  paths  of  the  stars,  and  you  will  never  be  lost. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  15  May  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Tue,  6 May  1997  16:29:28  -0500 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

Subject:  (FWD)Bitterroot  Valley  Pow  Wow-Montana 

Western  Montana's  4th  Annual 
Bitterroot  Valley 
Good  Nations  Pow  Wow 
Duly  25,  26,  & 27,  1997 

held  at  the  Flistoric  Daly  Mansions  Grounds  in  Hamilton  Montana 
Contest  and  Prizes  in  all  Categories 
All  Drummers  welcome  - first  7 drums  paid 
Refreshments  and  food  for  all  dancers  and  drummers 
Grand  Entry 

6:00  p.m.  - Friday,  25th 
1:00  & 6:00  p.m  Sat  26th 
noon  Sunday  27th 

Registration  begins  4:00p.m.  Friday  and  ends  3:00p.m.  Saturday 
Host  Drum  - Eagle  Sisters 
Co-host  Drum  - Eagle  Pass 

24  hour  security  - Dry  camping  only  for  dancers,  drummers  and  vendors. 
Spectator  Admission 
Family  of  4 - $15.00 
General  Admission  - $5.00 
Elders  (55  & up)  $3.00 
Children  (5  & under)  - Free 
For  Dancer  information,  call  Roberta  (406)  363-0012 
For  Vendor  information,  call  April  (406)  961-3499 
Mail  inquiries  to: 

Good  Nations  Pow  Wow 
P.O.  Box  1421 
Hamilton,  Mt  59840 

NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS  OR  FIREARMS  PERMITTED 


From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 

Subject:  U/OK-GOOD  MEDICINE  SOCIETY'S  SUMMER  CELEBRATION  OF  SOBRIETY 
Date:  7 May  1997  11:07:58  -0400 


These  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native  Events 


Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


GOOD  MEDICINE  SOCIETY'S  SUMMER  CELEBRATION  OF  SOBRIETY 
6/14/1997 

State:  OK  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

At  the  Kitchens  of  America  Building  at  the  State  Fair  Grounds  in 
Oklahoma  City 

M.C  Sammy  "Tonkei"  White 

Head  Gourd  Singer  Dohn  Kimble 

Head  Man  Dancer  Dustin  Yearby 

Head  Lady  Dancer  Henrietta  Stoneroad-Crowles 

Head  Girl  Dancer  Deidra  Saumty 

Host  Gourd  Clan  Cedar  Lodge 

Supper  will  be  served  in  honor  of  Tashina  Goodbear  by  her  family 

Gourd  dancing  2:00-5:00 

Supper  5:00-6:00 

Gourd  dancing  6:00-7:00 

Grand  entry  7:00 


Honoring  Our  Youth  and  Education  Pow  Wow 
6/14/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Southern  California  Indian  Center 

Honoring  our  Youth  and  Education  Pow  Wow 

Saturday,  Dune  14,  1997 

11:00  am  to  dusk 

Gourd  Dancing  11:00  am 

Grand  Entry  12:00  pm 

Contest  Categories  for  youth  up  to  17  years  of  age 
at  the  Native  American  Methodist  Church 
800  S.  Lemon  Street 
Anaheim,  CA  92805 

Head  Staff  is  all-youth  who  have  adult  advisors. 

Door  Prizes-  Indian  Foods- 
Arts  and  Crafts- 

Mini  Health  Education  & Career  Fair 
For  more  information  call  (714)  663-1102  or  (213)  728-8844 
See  homepage  at  http://home.earthlink.net/~indiancenter/ 
SCIC  is  not  liable  for  theft,  injury,  or  personal  cost. 


David  Ferris 
6/27/1997 

State:  WY  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

INDIAN  TAXATION  & TRIBAL  SOVEREIGNTY  SEMINAR 
DUNE  25th,  26th  & 27th,  1997 
The  Inn  § Lander 

260  Grand  View  Road,  Lander,  WY  82520 
For  Reservation  call: 

307-332-2847 

CONTACT:  WIND  RIVER  ASSOCIATES 
Tel:  307-332-5437  Fax: 

307-332-7060 


Rocky  Mountain  Indian  Festival 
6/7/1997 

State:  CO  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

A 2 day  festival  Dune  7&8,  1997,  to  be  held  at  Heritage  Grove,  in  Evergreen, 
Colo.  This  event  has  been  organized  to  raise  funds  to  held  our  brothers 
in  need  for  all  purposes.  There  will  be  singing,  dancing  and  other 


things  for  the  cause.  There  will  also  be  vendor  booths  for  any  and  all 
Native  Americans  to  sell  their  wares  and  or  to  teach  people  about  our 
ways  and  our  needs  as  people.  Anyone  interested  can  call  either  of  the 
people  listed  below, 

Kay  Swenson  303-838-9635  or  Sandra  Matchen  303-838-5627. 

Thank  you, 

Kay 


TRIANGLE  NATIVE  AMERICAN  SOCIETY 
5/31/1997 

State:  NC  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

THE  POW  WOW  IS  LOCATED  AT  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  FARMERS  ON  LAKE 
WHEELER 

Rd.  RALEIGH  NC . 

HOST  DRUM  WILL  BE  RED  WOLF  SINGERS 

ALSO  SCUFFLE  TOWN  DRUM  WILL  BE  PERFORMING 

IT  IS  OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLIC  10:00am  SAT.  & 12  NOON  SUN 

PLEASE  COME  --  ALL  DANCERS  ARE  WELCOME 


26th  Annual  Artists  and  Craftsman  Show 
7/19/1997 

State:  NM  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

Largest  Arts  and  Craft  Show  put  on  by  Native  Americans  in  the  US. 
Being  held  at  San  Ildefonso  Pueblo  in  New  Mexico. 


Los  Angeles  Celebrity  Powwow 
6/21/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Contest  pow  wow  featuring  leading  American  Indian  stars  of  tv  and  film. 

Steve  Revis,  Elaine  Miles,  Saginaw  Grant,  Michel  Horse,  and  more. 

Saturday  10:00  am  to  10:00  pm 

Sunday  10:00  am  to  6:00  pm 

Admission:  $6.00  adults  $4.00  kids 

Sponsored  by  the  Los  Angeles  Parks  and  Recreation 

information  805/496-6036 


Casa  de  Fruta  Red  Road  Celebration  Pow  Wow 
5/26/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Come  on  out  and  celebrate  the  successful  12th  annual... and  yet  another 
year  of  the  strong  Inter-tribal  Native  community  in  the  Bay  Area, 
California,  and  beyond.  Red  Road  is  during  the  four  days  of  the  Memorial 
Day  Weekend. 

Check  out  this  new  web  page: 

http://homepage.usr . com/ i/indianclub/37963 . shtml 


Tribal/State  Relationships  in  Child  Welfare 
6/10/1997 

State:  00  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

We  are  the  Children's  Division  of  the  American  Humane  Association  and 
will  be  sponsoring  a Teleseminar  on  Tuesday, Dune  10,  1997  on: 

"Tribal/State  Relationships  in  Child  Welfare:  Ensuring  High  Quality 
Services  for  American  Indian  Children  and  Families." 

This  will  be  a 90  minute  call-in  teleconference. 

Presenters  are  Charlotte  Goodluck,  Ph.D.  Candidate  at  University  of 
Denver.  Ms.  Goodluck  is  a Navajo  social  worker.  Others  presenters  are 
Bill  Veliz,  Director,  Puyallup  Tribe  Children's  Service  Agency  in  Tacoma, 
WAj  Kathy  Deserly,  Indian  Child  Welfare  Specialist  for  Montana  Dept, 
of  Health  & Human  Services;  and  Donald  Schmid,  Director  of  Children  & 
Family  Services  for  North  Dakota. 


The  times  for  the  teleconference  are  1:00  - 2:30  p.m.  Eastern; 

12:00  - 1:30  p.m.  Central;  11:00  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m.  Mountain;  and 
10:00  a.m.  - 11:30  a.m.  Pacific. 

To  register,  or  for  more  information,  contact  Jennifer  Olson  at 
303/546-2905  or  e-mail:  jennifer@amerhumane.org. 

Cost  is  $75  for  the  telephone  hook-up,  but  there  is  no  limit  on  the 
number  of  people  who  can  participate  via  speakerphone.  Deadline  for 
registration  is  May  30th. 

Thanks  much. 

Robyn  Alsop,  Managing  Editor  Children's  Division 
American  Humane  Association 
robyn@amerhumane.org 


From:  crawford@bscr . uga . edu 
Subject:  May  17  Toli  Game 
Date:  9 May  1997  15:33:15  GMT 

The  University  of  Georgia  Flying  Rat  Toli  Team  will  be  travelling  to 
Albany,  Georgia  May  17th  to  play  a demonstration  Cherokee-style  Toli 
game  against  a team  from  Cherokee,  North  Carolina  as  part  of  the 
Chehaw  National  Indian  Festival.  The  Festival  runs  from  May  16-18  and  is 
being  held  in  Chehaw  Park  in  Albany,  Georgia.  Below  is  the  Schedule  of 
Events,  with  the  Toli  Demo  being  held  at  4:00  PM  Saturday. 

Hope  to  see  you  there! 

And  for  more  information  check  out  the  Flying  Rat  Toli 
Team  site  (http://www.uga.edu/~toli/)  or  the  Chehaw 
National  Indian  Festival  Site  (http://wwwl.surfsouth.com/~nifa/) 

See  ya ! 

Gene  Crawford 
<crawford@bscr . uga . edu> 

Schedule  of  Events 
$5.00  Adults 
$3.00  Children  under  12 
FRIDAY  - May  16,  1997 

10:00  am  - 2:00  pm 

Special  School  Day  Program  - Special  programs  for  children 
pre-K  through  8th  Grade .Admission  is  $2.00  per  student. 

Teachers  free! 

The  children  will  witness  the  dances,  and  hear  the  old 
old  stories  of  wisdom  and  truth.  The  focus  is  on  Mother 
Earth  and  respect  for  elders  and  their  wisdom. 

7:00  p.m.  Lighting  of  the  Ceremonial  Fire 

8:00  pm  Grand  Entry 

9:30  pm  Hoop  dances  of  the  world  - Aztec  fire 

dances,  dance  team  from  Mexico  City  - 
open  dances,  intertribal  dances, 

10:30  pm  Indian  games  and  contest  (switch  dance, 
and  other  fun  games) 

Midnight  Park  closes  - Gates  close  - No  one 
will  enter  the  park  after  1:00  am. 

Saturday  - May  17,  1997 

$5.00  Adults 

$3.00  Children  under  12 

9:00  am  Gates  Open 

10:00  am  Demonstrations  begin  in  demonstration  area 

Story  telling  & lectures  in  Main  Arena 
11:30  am  Intertribal  and  social  dances 

1:00  pm  GRAND  ENTRY 

Posting  of  colors  by  the  Etowah  Veterans  Color  Guard 
A special  ceremony  honoring  all  war  veterans.  If  you  are  a veteran  of  a 
foreign  war,  you  do  not  want  to  miss  this  ceremony.  Please  be  early  and  get 
seating  close  to  the  arena  and  the  inner  circle  because  you  will  be 
called  into  the  Ring  of  Honor. 

2:00  pm  War  dances  of  the  plains  Indians 


Fancy,  Grass,  & Dingle  Dress 
Hoop  dance  competition  begins. 

4:00  pm  Stickball  Game 

Kapucha  toli,  or  Toli,  or  simply  stickball  is  a traditional  Native  American 
game  of  the  Choctaw,  Seminole,  Creek  and  Cherokee.  It  is  also  known  as 
the  "Little  Brother  of  War"  and  was  often  used  instead  of  war.  This  years 
game 

will  be  between  the  Aztec  social  dance  - Dance  team  from  Mexico  City, 

Mexico. 

Saturday  night  Begins  a night  full  of  excitement  under  special  lighting 
7:00  pm  Lighting  of  ceremonial  fire. 

8:30  pm  Grand  Entry 

Special  Veterans  Honor  Dance  by  the  Etowah  Honor  Guard 

Traditional  dance.  Fancy  dances, 

Dingle  and  Grass  dances 

Hoop  Dance  Competition 

Aztec  Dance  Team  (Mexico  City,  Mexico) 

Social  and  Intertribal  dances 
11:30  pm  Park  closes 
Sunday  - May  18,  1997 

9:00  am  Gates  Open 

Activities  follow  same  schedule  as  Saturday  with 

additional  social  dances  and  Intertribals 
2:00  pm  Grand  Entry 

See  Saturday  schedule 
4:30  pm  Awards  ceremony 

5:30  pm  Closing  ceremony 


Date:  Fri,  09  May  1997  16:15:55  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 
Subject:  Firehair's  Pow  Wow 

FORWARDED  MESSAGE  

From:  FirehairSS@aol . com 

Subject:  Firehair's  Pow  Wow 

Date:  Fri,  21  Mar  1997  10:02:40  -0500  (EST) 

FIFTH  ANNUAL  NATIVE  AMERICAN  HERITAGE  DAYS  POW  WOW 
30,  31  May,  1 Dune  1997 

Pilot,  NC--Franklin  Co.,  located  on  Hwy  #39--easy  access  from  #64  west  of 
Rocky  Mount,  401  N.  out  of  Raleigh,  US40/  85  E.  to  70  to  98  from  the  West, 
down  85  to  39  at  Henderson,  NC  39  Sth  from  there. 

KEN  CAMERON  - M.C. 

DANCERS  WELCOME- -MEALS,  GIVE-A-WAY.  NO  COMPETITION  NO  CARDS 
TRADERS  BY  CONTRACT  ONLY  - 3 DAYS,  $75--camping,  water,  electric  provided 

Children's  Day  is  Friday  the  30th--Come  in  and  set  up  on  Thursday,  your 
schedule . 

All  Drums  welcome--Free  Trader  space.  Blanket  Dance,  meal,  camping 
Lots  of  room  for  lodges,  demonstrators  encouraged.  Native  only,  please 

this  is  a Traditional  gathering--a  family  event.  No  Drugs,  No  alcohol. 

No  firearms. 

PILOT  LIONS  CLUB 

donate  their  land  at  no  charge,  are  pleased  to  have  this  event.,  have 
welcomed  us  with  enthusiasm,  courtesy.  Our  raffle  will  be  held  and 
given 

to  their  Park  Project. 

Further  info  - Firehair  (919)  496-1604 


Date:  Fri,  9 May  1997  15:01:42  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Rio  Lara-Bellon  <larabell@coopext . cahe .wsu . edu> 

Subject:  Shamanic  Wisdom  and  Conservation 

I jes'  couldn't  help  myself  and  had  to  pass  this  announcement  (see  below) 
along  to  the  rest  of  the  EIRP  crew.  I especially  liked  the  paragraph: 


ECT's  approach  revolves  around  local  peoples 
knowledge  and  use  of  biological  diversity. 

Integrated  initiatives  are  developed  with  local 
communities  to  promote  their  self  determined 
interests  and  the  ecosystems  in  which  they  live. 

I'd  like  to  see  some  presentation  at  our  next  EIRP  Conference  address 
issues  of  indigenous  knowledge,  biological  diversity,  and  maybe  . . . 
stream  and  habitat  restoration  using  native  plants  AND  native  plants  as 
alternative  crops. 

BTW,  how  many  of  you  have  received  the  Florida  announcement?  I'll  post  the 
notice  in  full  in  another  message.  Wouldn't  want  to  mix  things  up  too  much:) 
-Rio- 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  9 May  1997  19:07:11  GMT 
From:  Van  Radford  <van@cea . edu> 

"Shamanic  Wisdom  and  Conservation  in  the  Internet  Age"  An  evening  with 
Dr.  Mark  Plotkin  and  members  of  The  Ethnobiology  and  Conservation  Team 
featuring:  DATE:  Friday,  May  9th,  1997  PLACE:  The  Golden  Gate  Club  135 
Fisher  Loop,  The  Presidio,San  Francisco,  California  USA  TIME:  7:30  - 
9:00  pm  Pacific  Time. 

ECT's  approach  revolves  around  local  peoples  knowledge  and  use  of 
biological  diversity.  Integrated  initiatives  are  developed  with  local 
communities  to  promote  their  self  determined  interests  and  the  ecosystems 
in  which  they  live. 

The  panelists  include  the  following:  Mark  Plotkin,  ethnobotanist 
and  author  of  "Tales  of  a Shaman's  Apprentice"  and  ECT  project 
director;  Don  Luciano  Matumbajoy,  esteemed  shaman  and  co)director 
of  the  Shaman  Apprentice  Program  in  the  Colombian  rainforest; 

Miranda  Smith,  award  winning  filmmaker  who's  best  known  for  her 
film  "Voice  of  the  Amazons"  which  documents  the  life  of  Chico 
Mendes,  the  slain  Brazilian  rubbtertapper  who  dedicated  his  life 
to  saving  the  rainforest;  and  Gary  Nabhan,  ethnobotanist  who  will 
discuss  the  Seri  Indian  Education  project  documenting  Seri 
environmental  knowledge  and  the  Flopi  project  which  teaches  young 
Hopi  how  to  grow,  conserve  and  use  traditional  medicinal  and  food 
plants . 

There  is  no  charge  for  this  event  and  you  are  warmly  invited. 

ECT's  web  address:  http://ethnobotany.org 


Rio  Lara-Bellon 
Reservation  Extension  Program 

WSU-CE/Confederated  Chehalis  Tribes  Tel:  360.273.5911 

P.O.  Box  100  Fax:  360.273.6414 

Rochester,  WA  98579  Email:  larabell@wsu.edu 


Date:  Sun,  11  May  1997  16:31:06  -0400 

From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : Fwd:  Pow  Wow  In  Idaho: 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  97-05-10  00:57:45  EDT 

From:  FL0RES5 

To : AIMAZ 

Andy, 

Would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you  could  pass  this  on  for  one  of 
my  NiMiPoo  brothers. 

Thanks, 

Naida 


Forwarded  message: 

Sub j : Re:  Pow  Wow  In  Idaho: 

Date:  97-05-10  00:43:04  EDT 


From:  NEEMEPO 

To:  FL0RES5 

FIOST  DRUM:  Kicking  Woman,  from  Browning  Mt. 

MC:  Ray  McConville,  Boise  Idaho 

Flead  Man:  John  Murie,  Cree 

Flead  Woman  Dyonnie  Smith  Navajo 
100%  of  Gate  goes  to  Competition  events 
30,000  in  prize  money  awarded  last  year 
All  Drums  , Dancers,  and  public  welcome 
Alcohol,  and  drug  free  event 
The  Event  is  called  7th  International  Montour  Pow  Wow 

For  more  information,  please  call  Dim  at  208  343  1528.... or  208  642  2900, 
evenings,  with  the  exception  of  Wednesday ... .Still  looking  for  vendors 
too . 

Thanks  again,  for  the  help,  our  last  year  celebration  was  crowded,  pulled 
about  8000  people  into  a remote  area,  with  5 drum  and  about  200  dancers 


Date:  Sun,  11  May  1997  17:24:09  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Carol  Liu  <radred@ix. netcom . com> 

Subject:  CALL  FOR  ENTRIES:  NMAI  N . A.  Film/Video  Festival 
CALL  FOR  ENTRIES 

Submissions  are  being  sought  for  the  National  Museum  of  the  American 
Indian's  tenth  Native  American  Film  and  Video  Festival  to  be  held  in 
New  York  City  on  October  30-November  3,  1997.  The  Festival  features 
films,  videos,  radio  programs  and  CD-ROMs  from  North,  Central  and 
South  America  and  Flawai'i.  It  showcases  productions  by  Native  media 
makers  and  works  reflecting  Native  perspectives,  including 
independent  features,  documentaries,  experimental  works  and  tribal 
community  productions.  Only  works  produced  in  1995  or  later  are 
eligible  for  selection.  There  is  no  entry  fee,  but  works  must  be 
accompanied  by  an  Entry  Form  available  from  the  Film  and  Video  Center 
ONLY  at  (212)  825-6894  or  via  e-mail  (kalafatic@ic.si.edu). 

SUBMISSION  DEADLINE  IS  MAY  15,  1997. 


-/ /--//-//-//-/ /-//-/ /-//--//-//--//-//--I /-//  — / /-//  — //-/ /- 

Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Floop: 

Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Nicholas  Wilson,  Larry  Kibby, 
Adonaset,  Edie,  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Nation  Office,  Sonja  Keohane,  Ishgooda, 

Peter  Schwarzbauer,  Elaya  Tsosie,  lanet  Smith,  Don  Fort,  Myra  Alexander, 

Glenn  Gehring,  Alan  Moomaw,  Larry  Daley,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Laurie  Anne  Whitt, 
Allen  Gabriel,  Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf,  Ted  lojola,  Larry  Innes, 

Bernadette  Chato,  3o-anne/Waseskun,  Karen  3.  Gould 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCFIAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE:  Grandmother  Doris  Minkler  Passes"  

Date:  Sat,  10  May  1997  12:40:13  -0400 

From:  pablo@abenaki .tribal . org  (Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf) 

Sub j : Grandmother  Doris  Minkler  passes 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Saturday  Morning  - May  10,  1997 

Grandmother  Doris  Minkler  (Mourning  Dove)  crossed  over  this  morning. 
An  Abenaki  Elder,  Grandmother  Doris  was  born  in  Monkton,  Vermont  and 
lived  most  of  her  life  in  Vermont.  She  had  been  ill  for  several 


years  following  an  illness  which  left  her  with  a inoperable-fungus 
in  her  lung. 

Both  a devout  Christian  and  a traditional  elder.  Grandmother  was  known 
for  her  ability  to  heal  both  physical  and  spiritual  ills.  She  was 
responsible  for  naming  hundreds  of  the  people.  Her  good  sense  and 
sense  of  humor  went  a long  way  in  placating  those  frustrated  with 
having  to  hide  their  native  heritage  and  later,  those  who  would  follow 
the  traditional  ways  of  their  ancestors  and  who  were  having  trouble 
learning. 

Many,  encouraged  by  her  wisdom,  strength  and  compassion,  are  openly 
proud  of  their  heritage  and  helping  to  rebuild  the  Abenaki. 

Grandmother  Doris,  poor  and  humble,  was  world  renowned.  Her  student  and 
protege,  Cheryl  Bluto-Devental  (Nanatasis),  recalls  how  the  phone  in  her 
shabby  but  humble  shack  would  ring  and  it  would  be  someone  from  Asia  or 
Europe  who  had  called  to  share  or  for  advice.  Nanatasis  also  points  out 
how  Grandmother  helped  so  many  find  the  Red  Road  and  traditional  ways. 
Arrangements  are  incomplete  as  of  now. 

It  is  with  great  sadness  that  I have  spoken 

I am 

Pablo 

Lonesome  Wolf 
Abenaki 


"RE : Raid  at  Akwesasne"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Apr  1997  19:48:21  -0400 

From:  bfl45@freenet . carleton . ca  (Allen  Gabriel) 

Sub j : Dawn  Raid  at  Akwesasne 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

This  story  compiled  from  articles  in  the  Ottawa  Citizen,  Montreal  Gazette 
and  Journal  de  Montreal 

A one-year  undercover  investigation  culminated  in  a dawn  raid  at  Akwesasne 
yesterday. 

The  raid  was  carried  out  by  55  R.C.M.P.  officers,  along  with  officers  from 
the  Akwesasne  police,  U.S.  Border  Patrol,  N.Y.S.  police  and  the  U.S. 

Customs  Service. 

The  operation,  dubbed  Project  Cambiste,  netted  almost  2,000  litres  of 
alcohol,  900  kilos  of  tobacco  and  4,300  cartons  of  cigarettes,  worth  about 
$450,000.  Police  also  seized  about  $172,500  in  cash. 

Arrested  were:  Loran  Thompson,  Tina  Thompson,  Edward  Roundpoint 
(Akwesasne),  Dimitrios  Asprakis  (Laval,  Quebec),  Georges  Leblanc  and 
Suzanne  Couture-Vallee  (Ste-Agnes  de  Dundee) . 

Loran  Thompson,  described  as  a key  warrior  figure  in  the  1990  Oka  crisis, 
is  being  charged  with  possession  and  distribution  of  tobacco  products, 
cigarettes  and  alcohol. 

Other  charges,  filed  against  the  six,  include  conspiracy  to  illegally 
import  tobacco  products,  cigarettes  and  alcohol. 

Charges  are  being  laid  using  a section  of  the  Criminal  Code  section  that 
removes  immunity  outside  Canada  if  Canadian  law  is  broken. 

Warrants  have  been  issued  for  the  arrest  of:  Lincoln  Roundpoint,  Anthony 
Harquette,  Joseph  Roger  Harquette  and  Fabian  Hemlock  (all  from  Akwesasne). 

"RE;  Keweenaw  Bay  Update"  

Date:  Sat,  10  May  1997  23:22:46  -0400 
From:  lawhitt@mtu.edu  (Laurie  Anne  Whitt) 

Sub j : Keweenaw  Bay  Update 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ Please  see  my  note  at  the  end  of  this  article.  --Gary  ] 

The  trial  of  federally  indicted  KBIC  tribal  chair  Fred  Dakota  was 
recently  moved  from  Marquette  to  Grand  Rapids  Michigan.  Excerpts  from  a 25 


March  1997  article  are  reprinted  below,  with  permission  from  The  Daily 
Mining  Gazette. 

The  KBIC  Tribal  Council  also  recently  set  aside  $500,000  for  what  it 
refers  to  as  a "sovereignty"  fund.  According  to  KBIC's  highly  paid  public 
relations  representative.  Rich  Rossway,  this  money  will  be  used  to  pay  the 
picketers  it  has  hired  to  demonstrate  in  front  of  the  Marquette  County 
Courthouse,  protesting  the  change  of  venue.  He  indicated  that  it  will  also 
be  used  to  pay  for  Dakota's  legal  expenses,  which  currently  total  around 
$130,000.  (The  Marquette  Mining  Journal,  1 April  1997) 

Finally,  pro-bono  attorneys  for  Fight  For  Justice  plan  to  seek  federal 
habeas  corpus  for  FFJ  member  Robert  Curtis  Sr.  for  the  violation  of  his 
right  to  counsel  under  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act,  as  well  as  the 
International  Covenant  on  Civial  and  Political  Rights.  National  Lawyers' 
Guild  President  Peter  Erlinder  has  also  criticized  KBIC's  newly  enacted 
bar  regulations.  Excerpts  from  a 10  May  1997  article  in  The  Daily  Mining 
Gazette  are  also  posted  below. 

For  more  on  these  developments,  and  a history  of  this  struggle  (now  in  its 
21st  month)  see  Rose  Edwards'  home  page  at 
("http://www.edwardsl.com/rose/native/ffj/ffj . htm") . 

You  can  also  consult  earlier  postings  to  Native-L  at 

("http: //bioc09. uthscsa . edu/natnet/ archive/nl/keweenaw-bay . html") . 

25  March  1997 

U.P.  TRIBAL  LEADER  TO  BE  TRIED  DOWNSTATE 
by  VANESSA  DIETZ 

The  federal  trial  of  Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Chairman  Fred  Dakota 
on  tax-evasion  charges  was  set  to  begin  Monday  in  U.S.  District  Court  in 
Marquette,  but  a last-minute  pretrial  conference  postponed  and  moved  it. 

It  also  put  the  59  year-old  Dakota's  tax  evasion  charges  back  together 
with  other  federal  counts  of  conspiracy ....  Before  jury  selection  got  under 
way  Monday,  Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Judd  Spray  requested  a change  of  venue 
in  the  case,  saying  he  feared  jurors  might  be  influenced  by  demonstrators 
outside  the  courtroom  building. 

Spray  noted  several  "Free  Fred"  signs  displayed  on  a green  KBIC  bus  by 
about  21  people  in  a parking  lot  at  the  front  of  the  courthouse.  He  said 
signs  were  in  place  by  8 a.m.,  when  the  jury  pool  arrived.  He  noted 
American  Indian  Movement  and  Fight  For  Justice  protestors  didn't  come  on 
the  scene  until  after  the  jury  pool  was  inside  the  courthouse. 

U.S.  District  Judge  Robert  Holmes  Bell  agreed  to  move  the  trial, 
scheduling  proceedings  to  begin  in  the  federal  courthouse  in  Grand  Rapids 
on  Monday,  June  9.... He  said  the  Marquette  County  Courthouse  simply  cannot 
be  conveniently  accessed  by  jurors  to  ensure  they  are  not  met  by  a barrage 
of  pro-  or  anti-Dakota  propaganda.  The  potential  for  jury  contamination 
outweighs  any  detriments  to  moving  the  trial,  he  said... 

10  May  1997 

FEDERAL  COURT  COULD  END  UP  SCRUTINIZING  KBIC  TRIBAL  COURT 
by  VANESSA  DIETZ 

A federal  court  could  end  up  scrutinizing  Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community 
Tribal  Court  if  a tribal  dissident  is  denied  his  right  to  legal  defense  at 
his  trial  next  week. 

Fight  For  Justice  member  Robert  Curtis  Sr.  may  be  forced  to  put  his  fate 
in  the  hands  of  the  jury  without  an  attorney.  Curtis'  pro-bono  attorneys, 
Alan  Clarke  and  Mark  Wisti,  declined  to  apply  for  admission  to  the  court, 
as  required  in  a Feb.  21  KBIC  resolution.  Clarke  and  Wisti  told  the  judge 
in  a March  10  letter,  that  if  he  enforces  the  resolution  they  will 
"immediately  seek  federal  habeas  corpus  for  Bob  Curtis  for  the  violation 
of  his  right  to  counsel  under  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act  as  well  as  the 
International  Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights  to  which  the  U.S.  is 
a signatory. "... 

The  KBIC  Tribal  Council  resolution ...  says  only  lawyers  who  apply  in 
writing  are  eligible  to  appear  in  the  court.  By  doing  so,  the  lawyer 
submits  to  "the  contempt  jurisdiction  of  the  tribal  court,  regardless  of 
whether  the  court  otherwise  has  jurisdiction,"  the  resolution  says. 

This  provision,  as  well  as  others  in  the  resolution,  were  questioned 
publicly  by  some  of  FFJ's  pro-bono  attorneys. 

The  national  president  of  the  National  Lawyers'  Guild  commented  on  the 


KBIC  resolution  at  Clarke's  request. 

Guild  President  Peter  Erlinder  told  Clarke  in  a May  1 letter:  "It  is  my 
opinion  that  this  procedure  is  so  fatally  flawed  that  it  not  only  violates 
the  rights  of  attorneys  to  due  process,  but  it  allows  such  unfettered 
discretion  on  the  part  of  the  chief  judge  that  it  undermines  the  integrity 
of  the  entire  adversary  process  and  the  rights  of  the  defendants  to 
zealous  representation  protected  by  the  Sixth  Amendment. 

"The  practice  limitations ...  are  far  more  limiting  that  those  in  place  in 
other  tribal  court  systems,"  he  wrote. 

"It  appears  that  attorneys  can  only  be  admitted  to  practice,  and  can 
remain  members  of  the  tribal  bar,  at  the  sole  discretion  of  the  chief 
judge.  This  feature  alone  makes  the  entire  plan  suspect .. .There  is  no 
independent  body  that  evaluates  candidates  for  admission  and  the  chief 
judge  is  under  no  obligation  to  admit  anyone  who  will  question"  his 
rulings . 

Characterizing  the  qualifications  that  the  tribal  court  requires  of 
lawyers  as  "meaningless,"  he  added:  "The  criteria  established  for 
evaluating  applicants  are  sufficiently  vague  that  the  criteria  provide 
little  direction  and  fewer  limitations,  for  the  chief  judge. 

"Moreover,  because  the  scheme  vests  so  much  unfettered  discretion  in  the 
chief  judge  to  punish  or  disbar  attorneys,  the  procedures  create  a 
potential  for  serious  conflicts  of  interest  with  the  chief  judge  whenever 
zealous  advocates  challenge  the... court. 

"The  provision  that  application  for  admission  includes  submission  to 
contempt  jurisdiction  makes  the  aforementioned  provision  particularly 
egregious ...  an  attorney  could  be  subjected  to  an  unreviewable  contempt 
citation  for  violating  a subjective  standard. 

"This  would  allow  the  tribal  court  to  impose  contempt  judgments  on 
disfavored  attorneys  who  would  not  otherwise  be  subject  to  any  sanction 
under  state  law  or  state  bar  rules." 


Comments  from  NativeNet  listowner,  Gary  Trujillo  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma.us) : 

I recently  received,  via  snail-mail,  a letter  on  letterhead  with  the  title 
"Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community,"  and  listing  Fred  Dakota  as  president. 
Enclosed  also  was  the  eight  page  text  of  "Resolution  #KB-581-97"  which 
outlines  the  sense  of  the  situation  on  the  part  of  those  whom  the  article 
above  describes.  The  resolution  opens  with  the  words  "WHEREAS,  The 
Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Tribal  Council  desires  to  clearly  explain 
what  it  is,  what  it  stands  for,  and  faces.  Officials  within  the  federal 
government  have  abused  and  misused  their  power  and  the  public  trust  in 
order  to  bring  about  the  downfall  of  the  legitimate  sovereign  government 
of  the  Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community..." 

Following  is  the  text  of  the  cover  letter: 

To:  All  Native  American  Media  Organizations 

From:  Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  Tribal  Council 

Subject:  Federal  attack  on  tribal  sovereignty 
Date:  April  17,  1997 

Greetings, 

As  the  Keweenaw  Bay  Indian  Community  progresses  towards  the  21st 
Century,  we  had  hoped  that  the  dirty  deeds  of  unscrupulous  land- 
owners  and  government  agents  who  once  preyed  upon  the  Chippewa 
people  were  just  a sad  chapter  in  our  history.  We  hoped  that  the 
broken  promises  of  the  Chippewa  Treaties  of  1842  and  1854  were 
behind  us.  Unfortunately,  it  appears  that  the  United  States 
government's  dishonorable  treatment  of  the  First  People  of  this 
land  may  never  change. 

Officials  within  the  federal  government  are  currently  attempting 
to  undermine  the  legitimate  Tribal  Council  of  the  Keweenaw  Bay 
Indian  Community  in  order  to  install  a government  more  to  their 
liking.  Please  read  the  enclosed  Resolution  very  carefully.  We 
have  sent  it  to  all  Native  American  media  organizations  in  order 
to  enlighten  and  to  warn  all  tribal  people  of  the  potential  danger 
they  are  facing.  Do  not  take  this  federal  aggression  lightly. 

If  it  can  happen  to  our  tribe  it  can  happen  to  yours  as  well! 

-MEGWETCH- 


Keweenaw  Bay  Tribal  Center 
Baraga,  Michigan  49908 
Phone:  906-353-6623 
Fax:  906-353-7540 

"RE : inco  Attempts  to  Undermine"  

Date:  Wed,  7 May  1997  14:12:29  -0400 
From:  es051322@orion.yorku.ca  (Larry  Innes) 

Sub j : EMISFI  ALERT:  Inco  attempts  to  undermine  Voisey's  Bay  assessment 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

EMISH  ALERT  1 MAY  1997 

INCO  ATTEMPTS  TO  UNDERMINE  ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT  OF  THE 
VOISEY  BAY  PROIECT 

Innu  Nation  Calls  for  Rejection  of  Construction  Plans  During  Environmental 
Review 

For  the  third  time  in  three  years,  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  (a 
subsidiary  of  Inco)  is  attempting  to  build  a road,  a dock,  and  a 1250  meter 
long  airstrip  at  Emish  (Voisey's  Bay)  during  the  summer  of  1997-despite  the 
fact  that  the  entire  Voisey's  Bay  mining  project  is  currently  undergoing  a 
public  environmental  review  under  an  agreement  between  Canada, 

Newfoundland,  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  and  the  Innu  Nation. 

The  Innu  Nation  believes  that  the  company  is  attempting  to  bypass  the 
Environmental  Review  Panel  that  is  currently  examining  the  project  in  order 
to  accelerate  the  development  of  the  mine  and  begin  production  of  nickel 
concentrate  by  1999.  The  Innu  Nation  has  fought  and  negotiated  to  ensure 
that  there  is  a single,  comprehensive  environmental  review  of  the  whole 
project-all  of  the  parts  of  what  may  eventually  be  a large  nickel  mine  on 
Innu  and  Inuit  land. 

The  purpose  of  an  environmental  assessment  is  to  predict  and  evaluate 
the  impacts  of  a project  before  irreversible  decisions  are  made.  Roads  and 
airstrips  are  irreversible  decisions  with  real  impacts,  but  these  impacts 
can  only  be  appreciated  and  understood  in  the  context  of  the  mine  they  are 
intended  to  serve.  Without  an  opportunity  to  review  and  assess  the  project 
as  a whole,  it  is  impossible  to  make  responsible  decisions  about  whether  or 
not  it  should  proceed.  There  are  still  a number  of  difficult  problems,  such 
as  the  safe  and  permanent  disposal  of  mine  wastes,  which  must  be  resolved. 
Without  a clear  picture  of  the  whole  project,  it  is  possible  that  decisions 
taken  today  will  have  to  be  changed  later  as  these  and  other  considerations 
are  taken  into  account,  which  will  result  in  impacts  which  might  have  been 
avoided  with  proper  planning  and  assessment.  The  Innu  and  Inuit  will  have 
to  live  with  the  consequences. 

According  to  the  company,  this  infrastructure  is  intended  to  support 
advanced  exploration  activities  by  providing  improved  access  to  the 
site.  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  maintains  that  the  proposed  infrastructure  is  not 
included  in  the  project  under  review,  but  coincidentally  the  proposed  road, 
airstrip  and  dock 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Native-L  lists;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native, igc . en . alerts; 

The  People's  Paths;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
PUBLIC  POLICY  ACTION  NETWORK;  http://aises.uthscsa.edu/anna 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 


My  mother  told  me.  Every  part  of  Earth  is  sacred  to  our  people.  Every 
pine  needle;  every  sandy  shore;  every  mist  in  the  dark  woods;  every 
meadow  and  humming  insect. '.. .All  are  holy  in  the  memory  of  our  people. 


Chief  Seattle,  Nee-mee-poo 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

| i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  | 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 


I and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 
i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  \ 

\ so  that  my  forefathers  I 
[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I normally  use  this  space  to  share  my  own  feelings,  to  speak  my  heart's 
words,  to  ask  for  help.  The  words  shared  here  this  time  belong  to  two 
people  dear  to  me,  my  beloved  wife  and  my  teacher.  They  are  shared  here 
because  they  called  to  my  heart. 

The  fate  of  us  all  in  some  part  is  touched  by  the  fate  of  any  of  us.  A 
rare  plant  passes  into  extinction  --  could  it  have  been  the  cure  for  a 
disease  that  will  kill  me  or  someone  I love?  We  drive  predatory  birds  and 
mammals  to  extinction  --  and  people  are  overrun  by  their  prey,  who  become 
pests  that  invade  homes  and  spoil  stored  food;  their  parasites  bite  and 
spread  diseases.  We  kill  a people  and  their  culture  and  we  lose  their 
knowledge. 


We  never  will  know  whether  hidden  in  that  knowledge  is  the  secret  to  our 
own  survival  and  well  being.  We  allow  a state  or  a nation  to  ignore  treaties 
and  to  oppress  another  people,  because  we  perceive  them  as  unlike  ourselves 
and  in  our  greed  we  want  what  is  rightfully  theirs.  By  remaining  silent,  we 
consent  that  these  acts  are  acceptable.  Then  when  injustice  comes  to  our 
door,  we  cry  "why  us?"  It  is  because  when  it  was  not  us,  we  did  not  cry 
out.  We  knew  and  thus  we  were  accountable. 


You  know  --  it's  not  just  the  Seneca  not  fighting  for  the  rights  of  the 
Cherokee  or  the  Lakota  or  vice  versa.  We  can't  even  get  all  the  Seneca  or 
Cherokee  or  Lakota  to  quit  squabbling  and  bickering  amongst  themselves  about 
who  is  and  who  isn't  legitimate,  whatever  that  means,  who  speaks  for  whom, 
who  has  the  right  to  this  or  that  privilege,  who  did  what  in  their  remote 
past,  who's  a fraud,  who  ought  not  to  be  recognized,  who's  up  to  no  good  and 
can't  be  trusted,  what  the  latest  gossip  said.  Everybody's  so  busy 
jockeying  for  position  that  they  don't  stop  to  think  that  the  person  they're 
kicking  on  the  ground  is  their  brother  or  sister  --  a person  whom  they  may 
desperately  need  to  cover  their  backs  against  a real  enemy  someday.  People 
look  to  the  Grandfathers,  and  rather  than  plead  for  a vision  that  will  bring 
the  people  together,  there  are  too  many  who  plead  for  a vision  that  will 
inspire  people  to  follow  them.  Some  may  even  silently  pray  for  this  sitting 
inside  a lodge  they  entered  after  saying  "all  my  relations."  Makes  you 
wonder,  doesn't  it? 

Too  often  people  take  the  stand  of  "It  wasn't  my  fault!"  And  try  to 
excuse  themselves  from  the  destruction  their  actions  (and  non  action)  do 
to  others. 


To  sit  by  as  many  did  this  winter  and  do  nothing  when  one  has  been 
given  a message  is  destructive. 

Many  will  climb  aboard  a wagon  in  a parade,  but  few  will  stop  to  help 
one  broken  down.  Think  on  that. 


Most  people  come  to  First  Nations  for  glory  and  recognition.  Then 
there  are  those  precious  few,  who  come  as  silent  heroes,  never  speaking 
of  their  contributions,  who  DO  things  to  help  and  not  speak  of  it. 

Therein  lies  the  true  character  of  a person. 

I do  wish  to  close  with  one  thought  that  burns  at  me.  If  you  sat  and 


ignored  tha  actions  of  the  RCMP  at  Gustafsen,  and  you  sit  and  ignore  the 
actions  of  the  troopers  in  New  York  against  the  Seneca  and  Onondaga  remember 
this:  History  repeats  itself  and  a lot  of  Germans  also  ignored  "the  night 
of  the  long  knives"  that  began  in  Munich  in  Dune  1934  and  swept  through 
Berlin  and  twenty  other  cities.  You  either  stand  for  your  Native  brothers 
and  sisters  in  harms  way  or  you  stand  for  those  who  oppress  them. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 
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"RE : Message  from  R.A.G.E.  in  NY"  

Date:  Mon,  19  May  1997  11:48:11  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  "Robert  B.  Bancroft  475-2584  fax:  475-6730"  <BANCR0FT. RB@al . isc . rit . edu> 
Sub j : Message  from  R.A.G.E.  in  NY 

UUCP  email 

Regional  Action  Group  for  the  Environment 
8546  Route  408 
Nunda,  NY  14517 
voice/fax:  716-468-3817 

May  19,  1997 

URGENT  URGENT  HELP  HELP  HELP  URGENT  URGENT  ATTENTION!! 

Wanted  Honest  Attorneys  with  social  conscience,  willing  to  perform  pro 
bono  work  in  the  interest  of  peace  and  justice!!! 

RAGE  is  looking  for  a few  attorneys  in  various  areas  around  New  York 
State  who  are  willing  to  file  a joint  and/or  coordinated  Article  78 
proceeding  to  force  the  Governor  of  NY,  the  Dept,  of  Taxation  and  the  NY 
State  Police  to  obey  the  laws  of  New  York.  We  will  also  be  seeking  an 
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injunction  to  prevent  the  further  invasion  of  NY  State  reservation  lands, 
to  stop  the  blockade  of  these  lands,  to  prevent  the  seizures  of  fuel 
tankers,  and  to  prevent  these  lawless  agencies  from  using  NY  State  tax 
dollars  and  the  NY  State  Attorney  General's  office  for  their  defense. 

The  actions  of  the  Governor,  his  personal  police  force,  and  the  taxation 
dept,  at  Onandaga  yesterday.  May  18,  1997,  show  the  contempt  of  our  legal 
system  and  complete  disregard  for  human  life  Native  Peoples  have 
experienced  for  hundreds  of  years. 

It  is  time  for  those  of  us  who  care  to  take  swift  action.  This  is  our 
country,  these  are  our  employees  and  they,  as  all  the  rest  of  us  must  be 
forced  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  land  or  be  imprisoned. 

Our  group  is  represented  by  two  talented  attorneys  who  can  file  this 
suit  in  the  Rochester/Western  NY  area.  Attorneys  from  other  areas  or 
within  this  area  are  urgently  needed.  Please  consider  the  importance  of 
this  issue,  and  the  consequences  of  not  taking  a stand  at  this  incredible 
injustice.  We  can  be  reached  at  the  above  number,  day  or  night.  Thank  you 
for  your  anticipated  help. 

In  Spirit, 

Melissa  Jacobs 

Grey  Wolf  and  the  Eastern  Tribal  Peoples  Rights  Association, 
supports  the  above  appeal. 

"RE : Pataki  Refuses  Ruling"  

Date:  Mon,  19  May  1997  01:42:03  -0400 

From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : Pataki  Refuses  Ruling 

UUCP  email 

Senator  Reid:  The  following  is  why  the  Indians  were  attacked  at  Onondaga. 
Pataki  refuses  to  accept  the  New  York  Supreme  Court  ruling! ! ! ! He  is  trying 
to  cause  an  "incident"  so  he  can  bring  in  the  State  Trooper,  the  National 
Guard  and/or  the  Federal  Marshals.  THIS  IS  BIGOTRY  AND  ABRIDGEMENT  OF 
PEOPLE'S  RIGHTS  UNDER  THE  CONSTITUTION!!!!!  PATAKI  HAS  NO  RIGHT  TRESPASSING 
ON  AN  INDIAN  RESERVATION  LET  ALONE  ATTACKING  PEACEFUL  PEOPLE  MEETING  TO  GIVE 
THANKS  FOR  THE  COURT  RULING.  Please  see  the  reference  under  page  9 of  the 
Judge's  ruling.  IT  SAYS  IT  ALL!!!!!  ATTACKING  A CLAN  MOTHER  IS  LIKE 
ATTACKING  CLINTON !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

A.  T.  Lang 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada  89119 


The  State  of  NY  is  enjoined  from  seizing  any  product  destined  for  the 
Reservation  merchants. 

The  State  must  release  any  vehicles  and  product  that  it  has 
seized  in  this  matter. 

The  State  must  remove  the  police  blockade  of  the  Reservations  and 
is  enjoined  from  further  police  blockades  of  the  Reservations. 

The  State  is  enjoined  from  further  forcing  any  Indian  nation  to 
enter  into  "Indian  Agreements".  Declaring  said  agreements  to  be 
beyond  the  State  Tax  Dept,  authority,  ultra  vires  and  unlawful, 
unlawful  usurpation  of  legislative  power,  illegal  and 
unenforceable . 

The  State  is  restrained  and  enjoined  from  enforcement  of  the  Tax 

Law  and  Regulations in  reference  to  the  sale  of 

retail  product  and  commerce  with  Indian  merchants  at  the  Seneca 
Nation . 


The  NYS  Supreme  Court,  Erie  County,  retains  jurisdiction  of  this 
matter. 


Index  No.  97/3152 
Action  No.  2 


original  memorandum  decision 
Index  No.  97/3151 
Action  No.  1 
Index  No.  97/3152 
Action  No.  2 

The  decision  against  New  York  State  Taxation  Dept,  was  rendered  by  the 
NYS  Supreme  Court  in  Erie  County.  While  this  is  not  the  highest  court  in 
NYS,  it  is  binding  on  the  State  and  it  will  give  the  Seneca  Nation  and 
others  time  to  prepare  for  the  next  'go-round'.  The  State  is  expected  to 
appeal  the  decision  to  the  Appellate  Court,  but  this  will  buy  about  6 
months  of  time. 

The  decision  was  handed  down  by  the  Hon.  Rose  Sconiers,  D.S.C. 
excerpts  from  the  decision: 

pg.08 

"This  court  must  assume,  therefore,  that  during  this  time  State 
Officers  have  been  wrestling  with  the  collective  conscience  of 
this  State  in  the  realization,  that  while  Judicial  authority,  by 
declaring  valid  those  taxing  statutes  designed  to  capture  taxes 
before  the  retail  product  reaches  Reservation  lands,  has  thereby 
provided  a narrowing  construction  of  the  scope  and  reach  of 
Indian  Treaties,  that,  at  the  least,  the  spirit  of  those  Treaties 
is  nonetheless  violated.  Hence,  in  declaring  its  intent  to 
enforce  tax  regulations  upon  shipments  to  Indian  Reservation 
retailers.  Petitioner,  with  one  hand,  has  called  upon  its  police 
and  plenary  power  to  enforce  a virtual  blockade  upon  roads 
leading  to  Reservation  land,  while  extending  the  other  hand  in 
compromise.  A compromise  which,  interestingly,  now  offers  a 
waiver  of  enforcement  of  these  tax  statues  to  select  Indian 
merchants,  whose  Tribal  leaders  have  entered  into  "Indian 
Agreements",  so  long  as  they  agree  not  to  sell  gasoline,  to  raise 
prices  on  other  products  (principally  cigarettes)  to  parity  with 
neighboring  non-Indian  retailers,  and  to  pass  the  tax  saving 
differential  on  to  the  Reservation  as  a whole.  (See:  State  Tax 
Dept.  Notice,  enumerated  N-97-4  and  titled  "Indian  Agreements", 
issued  April'97. )" 

pg.09 

"It  is  thus  clear,  even  to  the  casual  observer,  that  the  real 
interest  underlying  this  recent  extraordinary  showing  of  the  States 
police  powers,  is  the  desire,  not  to  collect  taxes,  but  rather  to 
advance  the  commercial  interest  of  "retail  parity"  and  thereby 
defeat  the  previous  competitive  advantage  of  Reservation  sales." 

"This  Court  is,  therefore,  struck  by  how  little  has  changed  for 
the  Indian  over  the  last  century  and  a half  and  believes  that  to 
the  Indian  Respondents  herein,  it  owes  a responsibility  of  more 
than  a simple  review  of  the  applicable  authority  cited  by 
Petitioner  and  must,  at  the  very  minimum,  acknowledge  the 
underlying  inequities  of  which  they  complain." 

Pg-10 

" Does  not  this  "Indian  Agreement"  impose  through 

economic  coercion,  a change  in  the  cultural  fabric  of  Reservation 
Indians  by  permitting  tax  free  status  to  only  certain  designated 
Tribal  members  and  mandating  a socialistic  sharing  of  certain 
benefits? " 

" Here,  however,  rather  than  applying  its  taxing  powers 

uniformly  over  its  citizens,  this  Court  believes,  that  the 


Petitioner,  without  Legislative  authority  to  do  so,  has 
arbitrarily  forfeited  its  very  taxing  power  to  commercial  interests 
and  to  select  Indians,  in  favor  of  the  imposition  of  something  so 
nebulous  as  "retail  parity" 

Pg-H 

"Indeed,  this  venture  by  Petitioner,  into  the  realm  of  price 
parity  or  price  regulation  is  otherwise  improper  without 
Legislative  enactments " 

"Petitioners  actions,  in  pressing  this  "Indian  Agreement",  are 
thus  found  to  be  beyond  its  delegated  authority,  ultra  vires  and 
unlawful . " 

"Accordingly,  these  "Indian  Agreements"  are  found  to  be  an 
unlawful  usurpation  of  legislative  power,  illegal  and 
unenforceable. " 

Pg-12 

" , it  is  directed  to  remove  and  is  further  restrained 

from  implementing  that  level  of  police  enforcement  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  blockading  of  the  Cattaraugus  Reservation  lands  and 
the  interception  of  product  distributors  bound  for  Indian 
Retailers  thereon." 

"RE : Dust  in  from  the  U.S.  Senate"  

Date:  Mon,  19  May  1997  12:20:17  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  "Robert  B.  Bancroft  475-2584  fax:  475-6730"  <BANCROFT. RB@al . isc . rit . edu> 
Sub j : just  in  from  the  U.S.  Senate 

UUCP  email 

I just  received  a fax  copy  of  this 

Grey  Wolf 

Eastern  Tribal  Peoples  Rights  Association 

United  State  Senate 
Committee  On  Indian  Affairs 
Washington,  D.C.  20510-6450 

May  16,  1997 

The  Honorable  Danet  Reno 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 
The  Department  of  Dustice 
Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  General  Reno: 

We  are  writing  with  regard  to  the  increasingly  troublesome  situation  in 
the  State  of  New  York  involving  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians  and  State 
authorities.  As  you  know,  in  recent  weeks  there  have  been  confrontations 
between  State  Troopers  and  members  of  the  Seneca  nation  over  the  levying 
of  certain  State  sales  taxes  on  sales  of  gasoline  and  tobacco  products  on 
tribal  land.  On  May  14,  1997,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York 
held  the  actions  of  the  Department  of  Taxation  and  Finance  in  pressing  the 
so-called  "Indian  Agreements"  "beyond  its  delegated  authority,  ultra  vires, 
and  unlawful."  New  York  State  Department  of  Taxation  and  Finance  v. 

William  A.  Bramhall,  et  al..  No.  97/3151  and  No.  97/3152  at  10(May  14, 

1997).  Notwithstanding  Bramhall,  the  stand-off  continues. 

Though  the  Seneca  Nation  and  the  State  of  New  York  have  engaged  in 
discussions  to  rectify  this  situation,  it  appears  that  these  negotiations 
have  broken  down.  As  a consequence,  the  potential  for  further 


confrontations  will  be  further  exacerbated.  Without  arguing  the  merits  of 
the  respective  parties  to  this  dispute,  we  believe  that  federal 
intervention  is  necessary  and  strongly  urge  you  to  appoint  a mediator  to 
lay  the  foundation  for  substantive  dialogue. 

Consistent  with  the  Department's  government-to-government  approach  to 
federal  Indian  Matters,  the  appointment  of  such  a mediator  would  assist 
the  parties  in  negotiating  the  pre-conditions  necessary  to  bring  about  a 
peaceful  resolution  of  the  matter. 

We  look  forward  to  your  favorable  response. 

(signed  by) 

Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell 
Chairman 

Daniel  K.  Inouye 
Vice  Chairman 

"RE : Oren ' s Revenge"  

Date:  Tue,  20  May  1997  10:57:01  -0400 

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  <mnation@axess . com> 

Sub j : Oren's  Revenge 

UUCP  email 

Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 


***Reposted*** 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
OREN'S  REVENGE 

ORDERS  NYS  TROOPERS  TO  ATTACK  IROQUOIS  CONFEDERACY  GATHERING 

Saturday  May  19,  1997  - 12:32  p.m. 

300  New  York  State  Troopers  in  a brutal,  unprovoked  unlawful  attack 
arrested  29  men,  women  and  children  of  the  Onondaga,  Mohawk,  Seneca, 

Oneida  and  Tuscarora  Nations  of  the  Iroquois  Confederacy. 

A tobacco  burning  ceremony  was  being  conducted  on  private  property  on 
Onondaga  Territory  when  a horde  of  baton-swinging  Troopers  converged  on 
the  people,  clubbing  people  who  were  in  their  way,  including  a media 
cameraman  whose  video  equipment  was  smashed. 

An  elderly  woman  in  a walker  was  grabbed,  knocked  down  to  the  pavement 
and  then  thrown  into  a police  car.  Another  woman  who  was  trying  to  help 
her  was  hit  in  the  back  of  the  head.  The  children,  some  as  young  as 
toddlers,  were  pushed,  hit,  chased,  harassed  and  some  arrested.  One 
baby  was  thrown  out  of  a stroller  as  it  was  pushed  over  by  a Trooper. 

The  men  were  beaten  by  5 to  7 Troopers  at  a time.  Those  arrested  were 
specifically  targeted.  In  particular,  one  well  known  activist  was 
slammed  to  the  ground  - "because  I was  assisting  a medicine  woman 
performing  a medicine  ceremony.  She  too  was  arrested.  He  was  attacked 
by  5 to  7 Troopers  - clubbed  from  behind,  kneed,  and  one  trooper 
attempted  to  snap  my  neck."  Some  of  the  people  arrested  and  other 
observers  noted  that  many  people  were  pushed  aside  as  the  troopers 
targeted  certain  individuals  - all  known  activists.  Meanwhile  one  of 
the  treasonous  so-called  chiefs,  Oren  Lyons,  was  quoted  as  saying  on 
national  television,  in  effect  - "it  was  stupidity  to  try  to  block  a 
highway  and  this  is  no  substitute  for  brains." 

Said  an  Onondaga  - "Governor  Pataki  is  trying  to  get  5 corrupt  chiefs  to 
say  they  speak  for  us.  According  to  our  law,  they  don't."  A New  York 
State  Official  confirmed  that  Oren  Lyons,  Irving  Powliss  and  Ollie 
Gibson  ordered  the  attack.  These  three  now  have  'special  protection' 
from  all  those  the  troopers  harassed. 

Bail  was  set  very  high  for  misdemeanors,  mainly  trespassing,  unlawful 


assembly  and  resisting  arrest.  A condition  of  their  release  is  to  not 
return  to  their  homes  in  Onondaga.  The  property  owner  where  the  attack 
took  place  told  troopers  - "These  people  are  my  invited  guests."  He  was 
arrested  and  charged  with  trespassing  on  his  own  property  and  can't  go 
back  there. 

"It  was  overkill"  said  one  observer.  "Oren  and  NYS  were  mad  over  the 
Indians'  victory  in  the  courts.  NYS  can't  tax  Indians  and  the  deals 
between  Pataki  and  these  chiefs  are  illegal  and  ultra  vires.  This  is 
their  way  of  getting  back"  He  continued,  "The  Iroquois  Nation  people 
have  been  denouncing  their  chiefs  for  corruption,  complicity  in  genocide 
and  sending  the  NYS  police,  of  a foreign  nation,  on  their  people.  When 
Hitler  occupied  France,  every  time  he  had  trouble,  he  would  send  in  the 
storm  troopers  to  put  down  the  resistance." 

According  to  the  Iroquois  Confederacy,  these  chiefs  have  no  right  to  sign 
anything  with  New  York  State.  The  relationship  is  nation  to  nation. 

This  issue  should  be  negotiated  on  a nation  to  nation  basis  with  an 
impartial  third  party,  according  to  natural,  international,  and 
constitutional  law.  "The  chiefs  must  be  getting  payoffs  such  as  being 
business  license-givers  on  behalf  of  NYS  and  running  casinos  to  enrich 
themselves . " 

The  people  are  currently  being  released  from  the  Public  Safety  Building 
in  Syracuse  NY  following  the  posting  of  bail.  Your  help  is  needed  to 
help  us  in  our  public  fight  to  have  the  United  States  follow  their  laws. 
Contact : 

716/532-4449 

416/972-1573 

514/635-8696 

514/635-5595 

"RE : Petroglyphs  Alert"  

Date:  11:39  AM  Apr  28,  1997 
From:  rhenley@igc.org 

Sub  j : Stop  Paseo  Del  Norte  road  thru  Petroglyphs 

Newsgroup:  igc.en. alerts 
Friends  of  the  Albuquerque  Petroglyphs  (FOTAP) 

Your  Letter  is  URGENTLY  Needed  to  Save  Petroglyph  National  Monument 

Sen.  Pete  Domenici  (R-NM)  and  Congressmen  Steve  Schiff  (R-NM)  and  3oe 
Skeen  (R-NM)  have  announced  they  will  introduce  legislation  to  allow 
Paseo  del  Norte,  a six-lane  freeway-type  road,  to  be  built  through 
Petroglyph  National  Monument.  By  the  time  you  see  this  alert,  identical 
bills  may  be  introduced  in  the  US  Senate  and  House  to  delete  8.5  Monument 
acres  for  Paseo  construction. 

In  order  to  defeat  these  bills,  we  need  the  President  and  Sen.  Bingaman 
(D-NM)  on  our  side.  This  can't  happen  without  your  help. 

Using  your  own  ideas  and  some  of  the  following  points,  write  brief 
letters  to  Senator  Bingaman  and  the  President's  Interior  Secretary,  Bruce 
Babbit,  urging  their  strong  opposition  to  any  Paseo  bills. 

1.  It  would  set  a national  precedent  allowing  commuter  roads  to  be  built 
through  other  units  of  the  National  Park  system.  Currently,  road 
construction  in  parks  must  serve  a direct  park  purpose.  Let's  keep  it 
that  way.  Paseo  uses  the  Monument  like  a doormat,  serving  no  park  purpose. 

2.  It  would  desecrate  one  of  the  last  remaining  major  sacred  areas  for 
Pueblo  Indian  tribes.  In  a desperate  effort  to  save  this  area,  Pueblo 
leaders  have  broken  their  long-standing  secrecy  regarding  their  religious 
practices,  for  the  first  time  publicly  revealing  that  the  Monument  is  a 
great  outdoor  church,  a consecrated  place  of  prayer  and  offerings,  and  a 
spiritual  center  still  used  today  for  rituals  assuring  the  afterlife 
journey  of  deceased  persons.  This  is  unprecedented  new  information.  Road 
construction  in  such  a sacred  area  is  outrageous.  Do  we  want  to  keep  on 
repeating  our  country's  shameful  treatment  of  native  Americans? 

3.  Paseo  is  a politicians'  road.  The  people  don't  want  it.  Two  polls  by 


Research  and  Polling  showed  a consistent  two-thirds  majority  of 
registered  voters  in  Bernalillo  County  opposed  roads  through  the  Monument, 
would  pay  more  for  routes  avoiding  the  Monument,  and  wanted  the  Monument 
protected  without  exception. 

4.  It  would  promote  costly  suburban  sprawl  and  could  contribute  to 
another  round  of  tax  increases.  Paseo  would  be  like  a hose  irrigating 
runaway  growth  west  of  the  escarpment,  costing  taxpayers  eight  times  as 
much  as  orderly  growth  in  urbanizing  areas,  and  resulting  in  other 
problems  such  as  air  pollution.  City  plans  currently  recommend  against 
the  extension  of  services  for  25-80  years  to  the  area  that  Paseo  would 
penetrate.  Who  needs  Paseo  anyway? 

5.  There  are  less  expensive  alternatives  to  alleviate  traffic  congestion 
and  provide  for  orderly  growth  without  Paseo  and  Unser.  The  existing 
west  side  road  grid  is  a shambles  of  inadequate  intersections  and 
arterials.  Transportation  planning  expert,  Robert  Morris,  developed  a 
plan  that  would  alleviate  traffic  congestion  by  simply  adding  right  and 
left  turning  lanes  and  through  lanes  to  key  intersections.  Together  with 
widening  some  existing  arterials,  Morris'  plan  beats  the  City's  road- 
building juggernaut  hands  down. 

Senator  leff  Bingaman 
703  Hart  Office  Bldg. 

Washington,  DC  20510 
(202)  224-5521,  FAX-2852 
e-mail : 

senator_bingaman@bingaman .senate . gov 

Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt 
1849  C Street,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20240 
(202)  208-4123,  FAX-6956 
e-mail : 

exsec@ios . doi . gov 

Friends  of  the  Albuquerque  Petroglyphs  (FOTAP) 

2920  Carlisle  NE 
Albuquerque,  NM  87110-2855 
(505)  889-3779 
email:  rhenley@igc.apc.org 

28  April  1997 

The  Friends  of  the  Albuquerque  Petroglyphs  (FOTAP)has  issued  the  above 
alert,  available  on  the  web  at: 
http://www.npca. org/fotapalert . html 
http://zzyx.ucsc.edu/Comp/Bill/ARARA/FOTAPalr.html 
http://istvan.com/petroglyphs/ 

and  the  Rio  Grande  Chapter  of  the  Sierra  Club,  Albuquerque  Group 
Petroglyph  National  Monument  Action  Alert  Page: 
http: //www. nm.org/~sierra/pnmalert . html 
These  web  pages  are  essentially  all  the  same. 

"RE : Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  Case"  

Date:  19  May  1997  13:27:06  GMT 

From:  demeler@selway.umt.edu  (Borries  Demeler) 

Sub j : NEWS:  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  Case 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

New  information  on  the  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash  murder  case  (1975/1976) 
has  been  made  available  by  her  cousin,  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe. 

Robert  has  been  privately  investigating  the  murder  of  his  cousin. 


For  more  information,  visit: 

http://aises.uthscsa.edu/anna 


-Borries  (demeler@bioc02 .uthscsa.edu) 


FORWARD,  Web  message  follows  

I have  no  fear  of  the  Truth... 


IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF  ANNIE  MAE 


by  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 

On  February  24,  1976,  my  cousin,  Anna  Mae  Pictou-Aquash,  was  found 
violated,  disgraced,  murdered,  and  abandoned  on  the  edge  of  the  Pine  Ridge 
Reservation.  She  was  known  by  many  as  having  courage  and  commitment. 
Apparently,  her  courage  led  to  her  doom.  Vigilantly,  she  searched  for 
truth,  and  found  some,  which  cost  her  life  - she  knew  too  much. 

Many  of  us  believe  the  inevitability  of  cycles.  Every  seven  years  there 
is  possibility  for  life  to  recycle  itself.  With  renewal,  the  old  has  to  be 
washed  away,  and  the  new  be  given  a fresh  start,  if  there  is  to  be 
complete  growth.  With  seven  times,  three,  twenty  one,  a whole  new 
generation  comes  about,  if  the  possibility  is  realized  and  allowed.  Twenty 
one  years  have  passed  since  her  murder. 

The  next  generation  must  know  and  realize  TRUTH  for  it  to  have  a chance. 
Anna  Mae  set  that  in  motion  with  her  death,  and  the  completion  of  that 
cycle  is  destined  to  be  now.  I carry  her  family  blood  in  my  veins,  so  her 
spirit  speaks  to  me.  She  has  guided  me  to  retrace  her  steps  from  Nova 
Scotia,  through  South  Dakota,  New  Mexico,  Denver,  and  back  to  South  Dakota 
again.  I am  so  committed  to  this  investigation  that  I have  taken  out  a 
second  mortgage  on  my  home  to  finance  the  over  30,000  miles  I traveled  and 
spent  thousands  in  long  distance  phone  calls.  Because  she  was  family,  I 
have  been  privileged  with  information  that  others  would  share  with  no  one 
else. 

The  complexity  of  this  case  is  overwhelming.  Obviously  only  one  man 
could  have  pulled  the  trigger  in  this  cowardly  deed,  shooting  my  cousin 
mafia  style  in  the  back  of  the  head  after  she  had  been  raped  and  pleaded 
for  time  to  pray  one  last  prayer.  However,  that  man  did  not  stand  alone. 
Others  were  with  him  and  still  others  sent  them. 

History  has  always  recorded  that  death  never  really  stopped  powerful 
people.  Their  deeds  snowballed,  their  spirits  roamed,  and  their  memories 
are  within  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  them  either  through  experience  or 
through  legend.  Many  times,  death  actually  released  powerful  souls  from 
their  limiting  bodies  to  limitless  potential.  Anna  Mae's  spirit  is  a 
powerful  one.  She  will  not  rest  until  a domino  effect  has  been  set  in 
motion  to  put  her  spirit  at  rest  and  to  set  her  People  free. 

The  details  of  her  death  have  already  been  recorded  in  writings  and  song, 
yet  the  murderer  still  walks  the  earth  freely,  only  he  is  not  free.  I and 
others  know  who  he  is,  who  was  with  him,  and  who  sent  him,  and  even  why. 

The  question  is,  "What's  next?" 

We  all  know  of  the  Universal  Law,  "What  goes  around  comes  around."  What 
form  that  cycle  will  take  will  be  very  interesting.  All  people  that  know 
what  really  happened,  but  have  kept  silent,  in  fear,  will  stay  victims  of 
their  own  silence.  Their  families  have  already  been  affected  by  their  fear, 
which  is  a loss  of  spirit.  They  have  tried  to  replace  spirit  with  spirits 
(liquor)  to  cover  up  their  frustrations . They  have  watched  countless 
others  give  their  power  away  to  those  that  say,  "I  will  lead  you,"  and 
they  do,  but  in  what  direction? 

Anna  Mae  was  in  Denver  where  she  was  kidnapped  by  Arlo  Looking  Cloud, 
Theda  Nelson  Clark,  and  John  Boy  Patton.  Theda  was  given  orders  to  have 
Anna  Mae  eliminated.  In  Denver,  Arlo  Looking  Cloud  raped  Anna  Mae.  She  was 
then  taken  back  to  South  Dakota  where  she  was  shot  in  the  back  of  the  head 
by  Dohn  Boy  Patton! 

Although  Arlo  would  have  shot  Anna  Mae,  he  gave  John  Boy  his  chance  to 

prove  his  allegiance.  Anna  Mae  asked  for  time  to  pray  one  last  time,  but 

was  shot  before  she  could. 

This  testimony  was  given  by  Arlo  Looking  Cloud,  who  escaped  prosecution 
because  he  has  Immunity.  Why  does  he  have  Immunity  and  get  to  walk  the 

streets  of  Denver  bragging  about  it?  Does  John  Boy  Patton  have  Immunity  by 


the  Canadian  government?  If  so,  why?  What  keeps  these  people  from  being 
tried  for  murder? 

I have  no  fear  of  the  Truth,  it  will  set  us  all  free! 

In  the  Spirit  of  Anna  Mae, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe  (bbmicmac@sedona.net)  4.29.97 

"RE : Bear  and  Leonard"  

Date:  Wed,  14  May  1997  18:02:11  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Christina  Meckel  <lonewolf@pacific . net> 

Sub  j : Bear  and  Leonard 

UUCP  email 

Last  night  I attended  a meeting  concerning  Leonard  Peltier,  at  which  was 
shown  the  movie  Warrior,  The  Life  Of  Leonard  Peltier.  This  is  not  an 
entertaining  movie,  but  a series  of  interviews,  with  Leonard  Peltier  and 
other  people  involved  in  the  shooting,  and  events  leading  up  to  it.  They 
interviewed  FBI  agents,  Dick  Wilson,  and  a tribal  policeman.  They  also 
interviewed  a number  of  residents  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  and  people 
in  Leonard's  family.  It  was  a moving  movie.  I don't  think  it  is  widely 
available,  but  if  anyone  gets  a chance  to  see  it,  do. 

They  also  had  a lot  of  info  on  the  Bear  Lincoln  case.  I can  not  type  it 
all  up  at  once,  so  it  will  come  in  pieces.  To  all  of  you  who  have  written 
me  privately  and  told  me  you  have  written  Bear  Thanks!  I will  also  ask  that 
these  posts  concerning  him  get  forwarded  to  everyone!!  Please  repost.  I 
really  liked  that  "4  times"  deal,  so  let's  do  it!!  Repost  this  4 times, 
and  write  Bear  Lincoln!! 

Bear  The  Truth 

What  the  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  Department  is  Trying  to  Cover-up  about 
the  Night  of  April  14th,  1995 

By  Cyndi  Pickett  (Acorn's  widow)  and  Sara  locobelli 

What  happened  at  9:51  PM  on  the  night  of  April  14,  1995  on  Little  Valley 
RD  on  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation  in  remote  N.  California  never 
should  have  happened.  Leonard  Acorn  Peters,  father  of  6 children,  never 
should  have  been  shot  and  killed  by  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  deputies 
Davis  and  Miller.  He  was  simply  walking  home  after  visiting  Eugene  Bear 
Lincoln.  He  was  leaving  Little  Valley  when  he  was  shot  and  killed. 

He  walked  into  an  ambush  which  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  Deputy  Dennis 
Miller  and  Deputy  George  Robert  Davis  had  set  up  in  an  attempt  to 
apprehend  the  remaining  suspect  from  a shooting  earlier  that  day  in  Covelo. 

Instead,  Leonard  Acorn  Peters  walked  into  that  ambush  unknowingly  and  was 
shot  and  killed  by  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  deputies. 

The  Sheriff's  Dept,  did  a paraffin  test  on  the  body  of  Acorn  Peters  at 
8:30  the  morning  of  April  15,  1995.  The  results  of  that  test  were 
negative.  It  proved  that  Acorn  Peters  never  fired  a gun  that  night.  He 
never  shot  at  the  sheriff's  deputies  as  they  originally  said  in  their 
attempt  to  justify  having  shot  him. 

In  Deputy  Miller's  very  first  statement  which  he  gave  between  2 and  5 AM 
that  morning,  after  the  shooting,  he  stated  unequivocally  that  they  (the 
deputies)  fired  upon  and  shot  Acorn  Peters,  because  he  raised  a gun  and 
fired  at  them.  Deputy  Miller  was  adamant  that  this  was  exactly  what 
happened  because  Deputy  Miller  said  in  his  own  words(the  tape  of  this 
statement  was  played  in  court)  that  Deputy  Davis  shined  a spot  light  on 
Acorn  Peters  and  that  is  why  Deputy  Miller  could  be  so  sure  that  Acorn 
Peters  fired  on  them  and  Deputies  Miller  and  Davis  returned  fire. 

Of  course  Deputy  Miller  made  this  statement  before  the  paraffin  test 
proved  that  Acorn  Peters  did  not  fire  a gun.  The  reason  that  Deputy  Miller 
would  say  this  is  very  clear  that  when  Deputies  Davis  and  Miller  shot 
Acorn  Peters  they  thought  they  were  shooting  at  the  suspect,  Arylis  Peters, 
who  they  were  hoping  to  apprehend.  According  to  witnesses  that  were  on 
the  scene  with  in  15  minutes  of  the  shooting,  law  enforcement  officers 
asked  them  several  times  "This  is  Arylis,  isn't  it?" 

It  was  at  that  moment  that  Deputy  Miller  realized  that  he  and  Deputy 


Davis  had  not  shot  Arylis  Peters,  the  suspect  they  were  waiting  for. 

Deputy  Miller  had  to  justify  having  shot  an  innocent  man.  That  is  when 
Deputy  Miller  came  up  with  the  story  that  Acorn  Peters  had  fired  on  them. 
That  is  when  the  cover  up  of  what  happened  that  night  began.  Deputy 
Miller  gave  his  statement  in  a moment  of  panic  because  he  realized  they 
shot  the  wrong  man.  This  is  the  beginning  of  the  cover  up  by  the 
Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  Dept. 

This  issue  needs  to  be  made  clear  to  the  people  of  Mendocino  County  [and 
everyone  else  concerned].  It's  imperative.  Bear  Lincoln's  life  depends 
on  people  becoming  aware  of  what  really  happened  that  night  and  that 
Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  are  covering  up  what  they  did. 

Later  when  Deputy  Miller  became  aware  that  his  statement  did  not 
corroborate  with  the  physical  evidence,  he  changed  his  statement.  The 
statement  he  gave  to  the  Grand  Dury,  was  that  there  were  two  men.  He 
doesn't  know  which  one  fired  because  it  was  dark  and  all  he  could  see  were 
a couple  of  silhouettes  and  a muzzle  flash.  So  he  was  unable  to  determine 
who,  in  fact,  had  shot  the  gun. 

In  Deputy  Miller's  original  statement  he  stated  three  times,  that  Deputy 
Davis  had  shined  a light  on  Acorn  Peters,  and  that's  the  reason  he  was  so 
sure  Leonard  Acorn  Peters  had  fired  at  them.  In  Deputy  Miller's  statement 
to  the  Grand  Dury,  there  is  no  light  mentioned.  It's  dark.  All  he  could 
see  were  two  silhouettes.  Now  this  is  not  a slightly  different  version  of 
the  same  story.  This  is  a vastly  different  story.  Deputy  Miller's 
altered  statement  contradicts  two  very  clear  points  on  his  first  statement. 

His  changed  statement  conflicts  with  having  scene  just  one  person  with 
Deputy  Davis's  spot  light  shinning  ion  this  person,  (Acorn  Peters). 

Another  thing  he  said  in  his  first  statement,  was  that  after  Acorn  Peters 
was  dead,  it  got  quite,  the  firing  had  stopped;  he  said  that  he  and 
Deputy  Davis  had  emptied  their  service  revolvers  shooting  at  Acorn  Peters 
and  then  when  it  got  quite  Deputy  Davis  said  he  thought  he  heard  somebody 
running  off  in  the  brush.  Deputy  Miller  also,  very  clearly,  said  that  it 
was  at  that  moment,  (after  Acorn  Peters  was  dead),  that  he  "...became 
aware  of  the  possibility  of  a second  suspect."  Yet  his  statement  he  gave 
the  Grand  Dury  contradicts  that,  in  saying  that  he  saw  two  silhouettes 
right  from  the  beginning. 

After  Deputies  Davis  and  Miller  became  aware  of  the  possible  second 
person  Deputy  Miller  says  he  "...grabbed  Davis's  M-16  from  the  front  seat 
(of  the  patrol  car),  put  in  a fresh  clip  and  set  it  on  automatic  mode." 
While  crossing  to  the  other  side  of  the  road  for  better  cover  he  fired  the 
M-16,  and  slipped  on  the  down  hill  embankment.  When  Deputy  Miller 
recovered  he  noticed  Deputy  Davis  slumped  in  the  road,  fatally  wounded, 
directly  across  from  where  Deputy  Miller  fell. 

When  presenting  evidence  to  the  Grand  Dury,  District  Attorney  Aaron 
Williams  did  not  play  this  first  taped  statement  for  the  Grand  Dury  (The 
Grand  Dury  is  suppose  to  be  given  all  evidence  in  the  case). 

In  court  when  Bear  Lincoln's  Attorney  Tony  Serra  asked  why  the  Grand 
Dury  was  not  given  this  first  statement,  the  D.A.  Aaron  Williams  brushed 
it  off  saying.  Miller  gave  his  statement  personally  to  them,  that  he  felt 
it  wasn't  that  different  from  his  original  statement,  and  so  it  wasn't 
really  necessary  to  provide  the  Grand  Dury  with  his  first  taped  statement. 
Consequently  Dudge  Luther  threw  out  the  Grand  Dury  Indictment  on  November 
21,  1995. 

Had  the  District  Attorney  played  the  original  taped  statement  the  Grand 
Dury  would  have  heard  Deputy  Miller  say  that  all  he  ever  saw  of  a second 
person  was  a silhouette  30  or  40  yards  down  the  road  running  away. 

At  first  law  enforcement  personnel  thought  it  was  Arylis  Peters,  (the 
suspect  they  were  looking  for)  that  was  the  second  person  with  Acorn 
Peters.  But  after  questioning  Arylis  the  next  morning  after  he  turned 
himself  in  they  realized  it  hadn't  been  Arylis.  It  was  later  that  day 
that  they  discovered  that  Acorn  and  Bear  had  been  together  on  April  14, 
and  that  a black  hat  that  resembles  Bear  Lincoln's  was  found  at  the  scene, 
there  for  the  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  Dept,  surmised  it  must  have  been 
Bear  Lincoln  that  was  with  Acorn  Peters.  Deputy  Miller  never  did  identify 
Bear  Lincoln  as  having  been  there. 

Donathan  Hill,  a BIA  police  officer,  was  sent  to  Covelo  from  Dackson 


Rancheria,  to  investigate  the  deaths  of  Leonard  Acorn  Peters  and  Deputy 
George  Robert  Davis.  After  his  investigation  he  concluded  that  it  was 
very  likely  that  Deputy  Davis  was  probably  killed  by  "friendly  fire".  In 
other  words,  that  Deputy  Miller  accidentally  shot  and  killed  Deputy  Davis. 
When  Hill  submitted  a repot  suggesting  this  possibility,  he  was  fired. 

Hill  was  not  only  taken  off  this  case,  but  he  was  asked  to  resign  from  his 
job  in  Dackson  Rancheria.  There  are  many  who  believe  that  Hill  was  fired 
because  he  was  to  close  to  the  truth.  That  he  was  beginning  to  uncover  the 
Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  cover  up. 

Eugene  Bear  Lincoln  is  in  the  Ukiah  jail  awaiting  his  trial  for  the 
murder  of  Deputy  George  Robert  Davis,  the  vicarious  liability  for  the 
murder  of  Acorn  Peters.  His  trial  is  set  to  begin  April  15,  1997[jury 
selection  is  taking  place  now] . 

ACTION  ALERT 

Because  the  D.A.  has  subpoenaed  most  of  Bear  Lincoln's  family  and 
friends  they  will  not  be  able  to  continue  court  support  for  Bear! 
Consequently  we  desperately  need  people  who  can  come  to  court  during  trial. 

To  get  on  the  phone  tree/mailing  list  call  707-468-1660  this  is  the 
Mendocino  Environmental  center,  temporarily  the  Lincoln  Peters  Alliance 
Please  forward  this  post,  and  don't  forget  to  write  Bear  Lincoln!! 

951  Low  Gap  RD 
Ukiah,  CA  95482 

Thanks,  and  more  soon. 

Christina  Meckel 
Lonewolf 

lonewolf(3pacif  ic . net 
CLMeckel@hotmail . com 
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The  Cherokee  Observer  received  a copy  of  the  following  letter.  Is  this 
just  another  tactic  of  Chief  Doe  Byrd  to  prevent  the  criminal  investigation 
of  his  administration??? 


May  14,  1997 
Mr.  Stanley  Day 
General  Manager,  TPWA 
101  N.  College  Ave. 

Tahlequah,  OK  74464 

Dear  Mr.  Day: 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  prevent  a grave  situation  from 
developing.  As  you  are  probably  aware,  the  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal 
was  given  authority  over  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  and  grounds  by 
the  Tribal  Council  about  a year  and  a half  ago.  Since  that  time,  we 
have  occupied  the  building,  and  have  been  conducting  business  there, 
along  with  the  Marshal  Service. 

We  are  now  informed  that  as  a part  of  the  on-going  controversy 
within  the  tribe,  someone  within  the  executive  branch  of  the  tribe  will 
soon  be  requesting  that  all  utilities  be  cut  off  to  the  court  house  and 
grounds.  Needless  to  say,  such  an  action,  if  carried  out,  will  not  only 
cause  needless  inconvenience  to  those  occupying  the  building,  but  will 
have  the  added  effect  of  the  needless  involvement  of  TPWA  in  the  crisis. 

I am  therefore  requesting,  with  the  concurrence  of  both  Dustices, 
Philip  Viles,  Dr.  and  Dwight  Birdwell,  that  you  take  no  action  until  such 
time  as  we  can  meet  to  work  thing  out. 

The  Court  is  ready  to  do  whatever  is  necessary  in  order  to  keep  the 


utilities  on  in  the  building.  We  will  await  youn  advice  on  just  what  is 
necessary. 

I am  urged  to  remind  you  that  the  building  has  been  an  important 
part  of  the  history  of  the  Cherokees,  as  well  as  Tahlequah  and  Cherokee 
County.  It  has  always  been  a source  of  pride  for  all,  not  just  the 
Cherokees.  The  building  is  also  on  the  Nation  Register  of  Historic 
Places . 

There  are  apparently  several  accounts  that  serve  the  building. 

They  are  as  follows:  [three  account  numbers  listed  on  letter] 

Please  feel  free  to  call  me  at  home  (456-9551)  or  the  Judicial 
Appeals  Tribunal  Court  Clerk's  office  (458-9447)  if  you  have  any 
questions . 

Also,  if  we  need  to  meet  on  this  matter,  I am  available  at  your 
convenience . 

Sincerely, 

Ralph  F.  Keen,  Chief  Justice 

Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 

"RE : Councilors  Argue  Quorum"  
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The  following  article  was  published  5/16/97  in  the  Muskogee  Daily 
Phoenix.  It  was  written  by  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer. 

EIGHT  COUNCILORS  ARGUED  FOR  10-MEMBER  QUORUM 
They  Can't  Have  Their  Cake  and  Eat  it.  Too 

Eight  of  15  Cherokee  Nation  Tribal  Council  members  have  taken 
conflicting  positions  on  what  constitutes  a quorum  of  the  council. 

Eight  members  loyal  to  the  chief  claim  that  an  April  meeting,  in 
which  they  impeached  the  justices  of  the  tribe's  highest  court,  was 
legal,  although  only  nine  council  members  were  present. 

But  just  days  before  that  April  15  meeting,  the  same  eight  council 
members  argues  in  tribal  court  that  it  took  10  council  members  to  make  a 
quorum. 

The  eight  are  Bill  John  Baker,  Sam  Ed  Bush,  Barbara  [Mitchell] 
Conness,  Mary  Cooksey,  Don  Crittenden,  Charles  "Chuck"  Hoskins,  Harley 
Terrell  and  Dora  Mae  Watie. 

A member  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  Robin  Mayes,  accused  the  council 
of  conducting  an  illegal  meeting  March  17  with  Tahlequah  attorney  Harvey 
Chaffin.  Mayes  sued  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal, 
saying  Baker  told  him  a private  meeting  was  under  way  and  Mayes  could 
not  enter. 

The  councilor's  response,  filed  in  court  April  3:  The  March  17 
gathering  did  not  constitute  a meeting  because  there  was  no  "quorum." 

Nine  councilors  attended  the  March  17  gathering,  including  all 
eight  aligned  with  the  chief.  Their  response  to  Mayes'  lawsuit  states 
that  the  tribal  constitution  requires  two-thirds  of  the  council,  or  10 
members  for  a quorum. 

The  tribunal  cited  the  same  section  of  the  constitution  when  it 
ruled  that  an  "extraordinary"  meeting  of  the  council,  begun  April  15  and 
concluded  April  24,  was  illegal  for  lack  of  a quorum. 

The  tribunal  also  said  the  meeting  lacked  the  required  10-day 
notice.  Principal  Chief  Joe  Byrd  called  the  meeting  with  one  day 
notice. 

Byrd  and  the  eight  councilors  now  refuse  to  accept  the  tribunal's 
ruling,  even  though  they  made  the  identical  argument  in  their  answer  to 
the  Mayes  lawsuit. 

"They  can't  have  their  cake  and  eat  it,  too,"  said  Barbara  Starr 
Scott,  one  of  seven  tribal  councilors  siding  with  the  tribunal's 
ruling.  "The  chief  and  the  league  of  eight  just  apply  the  constitution 


if  and  when  they  need  it." 

Crittenden,  asked  about  the  conflicting  stances  of  the  eight 
councilors,  said,  "You  kind  of  caught  me  off  guard." 

"I  kind  of  forgot  about  that  (April  3 filing)."  he  said.  "I'm 
going  to  have  to  think  back  and  look  into  it.  It's  kind  of  gotten  away 
>from  me." 

The  attorney  for  the  eight  councilors,  Charles  Wright  of  Oklahoma 
City,  did  not  return  calls. 

The  tribunal  issued  a partial  ruling  Thursday  in  Mayes'  lawsuit, 
agreeing  with  council  defendants  that  "a  meeting  of  nine  council  members 
does  not  constitute  a quorum  sufficient  to  conduct  any  business 
whatsoever  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Tribal  Council." 

Eight  councilors  conducted  a court  of  removal  May  3 and  removed  all 
three  justices.  The  tribunal  has  refused  to  accept  the  removal,  saying 
the  proceeding  was  illegal. 

Seven  tribal  councilors  are  siding  with  the  tribunal:  Scott, 

Harold  "liggs  Phillips,  William  Smoke,  Troy  Poteete,  Harold  DeMoss, 

Paula  Holder  and  Nick  Lay.  They  contend  Byrd  and  the  other  eight 
councilors  have  violated  their  oaths  of  office  and  are  ignoring  the 
Cherokee  Constitution. 


Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper.  The 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 
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"BIA  Ignores  Quapaw  Requests  For  Advice" 

[The  Cherokee  Observer  obtained  a copy  of  the  following  letter.  Perhaps  the 
BIA  is  too  busy  "interfering"  in  Cherokee  business  to  offer  requested  advice 
to  the  Quapaws ! ] 

QUAPAW  TRIBE  OF  OKLAHOMA 

P.O.  Box  765 

Quapaw,  OK  74363-0765 

May  12,  1997 

The  Honorable  Ada  Deer 
Assistant  Secretary 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Ms.  Deer: 

Over  the  last  several  weeks,  our  Tribe  has  been  unfortunate  in 
having  an  internal  dispute.  I've  tried  getting  some  clarification 
concerning  our  Governing  Resolution  thru  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  in  the  Muskogee,  Oklahoma  Area  Office.  I have  received  some 
verbal  input  from  Mr.  Dennis  Springwater,  Tribal  Operations,  out  of 
the  Muskogee  Area  Office. 

I requested  written  interpretation  of  our  Governing  Resolution 
from  Mr.  3im  Fields,  Muskogee  Area  Director,  but  my  request  has 
gone  unanswered  and  not  the  courtesy  of  any  response.  The  phone 
calls  to  his  office  has  been  ignored.  This  leads  me  to  believe  the 
Muskogee  Area  Office  does  not  have  any  interest  in  the  welfare  of  my 
Tribe . 

I realize  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  need  to  stay  out  of 
internal  affairs  of  Indian  Tribal  Governments,  but  I would 
greatly  appreciate  your  intervention  by  ordering  Mr.  Dim  Fields 


and  Mr.  Dennis  Springwater  to  attend  a Quapaw  Tribal  General  Council 
meeting,  regarding  our  Governing  Resolution,  May  17,  1997,  in 
our  Community  Building,  Beaver  Springs  Indian  Park,  located  2 
1/2  miles  east  of  Quapaw,  OK. 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  consideration.  We  hope  to  hear  from 
you  soon. 

Sincerely, 

Leonard  Smith,  Chairman 
Quapaw  Tribal  Business  Committee 

cc:  Mr.  Dim  Fields,  BIA  Muskogee  Agency  Director 
Mr.  Dennis  Sisco,  BIA  Miami  Agency  Superintendent 
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Sub j : Gustafsen:  Dury  Retires 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

May  12,  1997  Bulletin 

Ts'peten  Dury  Begins  Deliberations 

At  2:28  PM,  the  7 woman,  5 man  jury  were  sequestered  to  consider  their 
verdict  in  the  marathon  trial  of  the  Ts'peten  Defenders. 

Dustice  Bruce  Dosephson's  last  day  of  his  half-week  charge  to  the  jury 
included  the  rather  startling  instructions  that  "no  defence  based  on 
colour  of  right  arises  in  this  trial".  The  colour  of  right  argument,  ie. 
that  the  defendants  honestly  and  sincerely  believed  that  their  position 
was  legal  and  necessary,  constituted  a major  portion  of  the  defence.  In 
one  sentence,  the  judge  dismissed  weeks  of  testimony  by  defence  witnesses. 

In  addition  to  summarizing  the  crown's  contention  that  "police  responded 
appropriately"  and  that  "past  injustices  do  not  justify"  the  defendants' 
response,  Dosephson  advised  the  jury  not  to  concern  theirselves  with  the 
consequences  of  their  verdict:  "Let  the  chips  fall  where  they  may." 

Shouts  of  "Freedom"  were  exchanged  by  imprisoned  defendants  OD 
Pitawanakwat  and  Shuswap  traditionalist  elder  Wolverine,  aka  Dones 
William  Ignace.  They  and  16  others  are  charged  with  offenses  ranging  from 
mischief  to  attempted  murder  in  connection  with  the  month-long  RCMP  and 
Canadian  armed  forces  siege  of  sacred  Sundance  grounds  at  Ts'peten 
(Gustafsen  Lake)  in  1995.  RCMP  have  admitted  to  firing  tens  of  thousands 
of  rounds  of  ammunition,  used  in  conjunction  with  armoured  personnel 
carriers  and  land  mines.  If  convicted,  the  accused  could  face  life  sentences. 

-SUPPORT  ORGANIZATIONS- 

Free  Wolverine  Campaign 

Spokespeople:  Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 


S.I.S.I.S. 


Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 
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May  15,  1997  Bulletin 

Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  Trial:  Still  Awaiting  Verdict 

As  the  jury  continues  deliberations,  friends,  family,  supporters,  and 
other  Defenders  drum  and  sing  in  vigil  outside  the  Surrey,  BC  prison 
where  Ts'peten  Defenders  Wolverine  (William  Jones  Ignace)  and  03 
Pitawanakwat  are  being  held.  In  front  of  the  courthouse  across  the 
street,  the  media  and  others  also  await  the  conclusion  of  "Her  Majesty 
the  Queen  against  Mary  Dane  Pena  et  al.  No.  X043738  New  Westminster 
Registry" . 

In  a phone  conversation  earlier  today.  Wolverine  told  S.I.S.I.S.  that  he 
was  feeling  confident  and  believed  a decision  "would  come  down  soon."  The 
Shuswap  elder,  jailed  since  early  autumn  1995,  also  expressed 
appreciation  for  the  continuing  prayers,  solidarity  and  support. 

"The  Sundancers  at  Gustafsen  Lake  have  one  demand:  that  the  petition 
dated  January  3,  1995  be  addressed  publicly  by  an  independent  and 
impartial  third  party  tribunal,  one  that  is  neither  Canadian  nor  Indian, 
such  as  the  special  constitutional  court  established  by  Queen  Anne  at  the 
request  of  the  Mohegan  Indians  to  which  court  the  petition  is  addressed: 
(a)  is  the  popular  assumption  that  the  Canadian  courts  and  police  have 
jurisdiction  legal?  (b)  or  is  that  assumption  criminally  treasonable, 
fraudulent  and  complicitous  in  the  genocide  of  the  aboriginal  peoples  of 
Canada  as  alleged  in  the  petition?"  - signed  by  members  of  the  Ts'peten 
Sundance  camp,  Aug.  25,  1995 

"There  is  a line  and  that  line  is  that  there  shall  be  no  alien 
intervention  in  the  affairs  of  this  state."  - Ujjal  Dosanjh,  BC  NDP 
Attorney  General,  Sept.  1995 

"Any  person  charged  with  an  offence  has  the  right...  to  be  presumed 
innocent  until  proven  guilty  according  to  law  in  a fair  and  public 
hearing  by  an  independent  and  impartial  tribunal."  - Canadian 
Constitution  Act,  1982,  Section  11(d) 

"Any  contention  that  the  newcomer  judge  and  jury  in  the  present  action 
can  be  seen  to  be  'independent  and  impartial'  within  the  spirit  of 
either  the  'Order  in  Council  (Great  Britain)  of  9 March  1704'  or,  if  it 
were  applicable  (which  it  is  not),  section  11(d),  patently  and  blatantly 
is  insupportable.  The  jury  and  judge,  qua  newcomers,  are  partis  pris.  As 
newcomers,  they  are  effectively  adjudicating  upon  their  own  complicity  in 
genocide,  which  genocide  occurs  in  consequence  of  the  newcomers'  premature 
application  of  their  own  criminal  law  process  to  the  aboriginal  people 
occupying  yet  unpurchased  territory.  Preventing  in  future  the  crime  of 
genocide  and,  correspondingly,  rehabilitating  the  rule  of  law,  ultimately 
is  the  point  of  this  petition/motion/notification,  as  it  was  the  point  of 
the  Gustafsen  Lake  event."  - Petition/Motion/Constitutional  Question, 
Ignace  and  others  v.  Dosanjh  and  Rock,  Feb  12,  1997,  introduced  during 
the  Ts'peten  trial  and  dismissed  by  Justice  Josephson. 

"You  must  accept  the  law  as  I explain  it  to  you  without  question.  This 
means  that  when  you  decide  what  the  facts  of  this  case  are,  you  must 
apply  the  rules  of  law  I will  give  you.  It  also  means  you  must  apply  the 
law  as  I explain  it  to  you...  You  are  not  allowed  to  decide  this  case  on 


the  basis  of  what  you  think  the  law  is  or  what  you  think  it  should  be  if 
that  conflicts  with  what  I tell  you  about  the  law...  you  must  not  apply 
your  own  interpretation . . . because  as  I just  stated,  I am  the  sole 
interpreter  of  the  law.  You  must  take  the  law  from  me  as  I relate  it  to 
you  in  my  instructions."  - Dudge's  Instructions  to  the  Dury:  Outline,  May 
7-12  1997. 

====>> SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ISSUE:  CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM<<<==== 

Ts'peten  Defence  Committee 

Spokespeople:  Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
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"RE : Dudge  Disallows  Defence"  

Date:  Fri,  16  May  1997  12:11:51  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 
Sub j : Gustafsen:  Dudge  Disallows  Defence 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
May  16,  1997  Bulletin 

Colour  of  Right  Defence:  Where  and  When  Did  it  Go? 

Dustice  Bruce  Dosephson  has  disallowed  a major  pillar  of  the  defence  in 
the  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  trial. 

Native  rights  lawyer  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  appeared  from  March  6 to  April  4, 
1997.  Although  Dudge  Dosephson  stonewalled  Clark's  jurisdiction  argument, 
and  denied  Clark's  application  to  appear  as  counsel,  whether  pro  bono, 
amicus  curiae  or  pro  hac  vice,  Clark  was  allowed  to  give  an  exegesis  of 
the  argument  and  his  history  with  it  in  court  on  the  basis  of  a colour  of 
right  defence.  Dosephson  explained  Clark's  testimony  to  the  jury  as 
follows : 

"As  I stated,  the  opinion  of  any  witness,  including  Mr.  Clark,  on  the 
law  is  not  admissible  whether  with  regard  to  the  constitution  or 
jurisdiction  or  any  other  matter.  Nor  admissible  is  the  witness's  outline 
of  historical  events  and  statutes  which  led  to  that  opinion.  However,  the 
witness's  evidence  is  admissible  with  regard  to  his  involvement  in  the 
incident  in  question.  As  well,  the  defence  of  colour  of  right  is  still 
alive . " 

-March  6,  1997  transcript,  p.  16,  lines  3-12. 

Dudge  Dosephson  further  defined  the  concept  of  colour  of  right  for  them: 

"On  the  charge  of  mischief,  a defence  known  as  colour  of  right  may  arise. 
Simply  put  in  the  context  of  this  case,  it  is  the  honest,  even  though 
mistaken  belief,  as  to  the  lawful  ownership  of  or  right  to  occupy  the 
land  in  question.  That  belief  to  be  a defence  must  be  honestly  held.  To 
assist  you  in  determining  whether  or  not  it  was  honestly  held,  an  accused 
may  offer  evidence  as  to  why  that  belief  was  formed  in  his  or  her  mind, 
including  what  was  told  to  him  or  her  by  way  of  legal  advice.  That  legal 
advisor,  as  well,  may  testify  as  well  to  what  was  offered.  That  is  all  on 
the  issue  whether  or  not  the  belief  was  honestly  held  even  though  it  may 
be  wrong  in  law. " 

-March  6,  1997  transcript  p.  18,  lines  12-27. 

The  jury  specifically  asked  for  a written  copy  of  these  remarks,  and 


Dosephson  declared  his  intention  to  give  them  a written  copy  of  his 
instructions  to  them  (p.  18,  line  47-p.  19,  line  6). 

However,  Dosephson  did  not  include  an  explanation  of  colour  of  right  in 
the  written  "Dudge's  Instructions  to  the  Dury" . He  omitted  any  mention  of 
the  concept  from  his  summary  of  the  defence  position.  Moreover  he  declared 
on  Monday,  May  12,  that  based  on  the  evidence,  no  colour  of  right  defence 
was  available  in  this  trial,  and  the  jury  need  not  consider  it. 

Why  the  reversal? 

In  the  Stoney  Point  (Ipperwash)  trial,  the  Crown  withdrew  23  charges  of 
forcible  retainer  against  the  protestors  saying  that,  "the  accused  have 
raised  the  colour  of  right  on  the  basis  that  there  is  a Chippewa  burial 
ground  within  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  and  that  therefore  they  were 
justified  in  being  in  the  Park  during  the  time  set  out  in  the  charges." 

The  Crown  was  acting  on  the  indications  of  the  Provincial  Divisions  judges 
that  "this  defence  will  succeed  in  all  instances  when  it  is  raised." 

- The  Phoenix  (CASNP  publication)  , Spring  1997,  p.  28. 

Based  on  the  apparent  contradiction  of  the  Dudge's  statements,  self- 
represented  defendant  Shelagh  Franklin  has  demanded  that  the  jury  be 
recalled,  and  that  the  status  of  the  colour  of  right  defence  be  clarified. 
Franklin's  own  defence  rests  solely  on  the  argument  that  Canadian  courts 
have  no  jurisdiction  on  unceded  Native  land. 

Supporters  are  still  waiting  for  the  Dudge's  response  to  her  letter,  as  well 
as  for  the  jury's  verdict  for  the  trial. 

-SUPPORT  ORGANIZATIONS- 
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"RE : Guilty  Verdict  in  Dail  Killing"  

Date:  Fri,  02  May  1997  23:46:29  -0700 

From:  The  Manitoba  Warrior  Society  <manitoba@canadamail . com> 

Sub j : Guilty  verdict  in  the  Killing  of 

Stoney  Mountain  Warrior  Society  founder. 

UUCP  email 

WINNIPEG  --  One  of  Manitoba's  longest  and  most  expensive  murder  trials 
ended  Thursday  night  when  a jury  found  one  of  four  accused  convicts 
guilty  of  murdering  a fellow  jail  inmate. 

Edmond  Roopnarine-Singh,  21,  was  found  guilty  of  first-degree  murder  in 
the  stabbing  death  of  well  known  and  popular  Native  Warrior,  Bertrand 
Myran  in  his  Stony  Mountain  penitentiary  cell  on  the  morning  of  Aug.  9, 
1995.  Bertrand  Myron  had  founded  the  Stoney  Mountain  Chapter  of  the 
Manitoba  Warrior  Society. 

The  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  jury  found  two  other  cons  --  Wayne  lack 
Bender,  44  and  Erskine  St.  Clair  Ruggles,  41  --  not  guilty.  It  rendered 
no  verdict  against  Carlyle  Calvin  Thomas,  28.  All  were  charged  with 
first-degree  murder. 

"It's  hard  to  say  what  was  in  the  jury's  mind,  but  it's  my  assumption 
they  found  (Roopnarine-Singh)  acted  alone,"  said  Greg  Brodsky,  Mr. 
Thomas's  lawyer. 

Mr.  Roopnarine-Singh  was  sentenced  to  the  mandatory  sentence  of  life  in 


prison,  with  no  chance  of  parole  for  25  years. 

Mr.  Roopnarine-Singh  "butchered"  Myran  in  his  cell  by  slicing  and 
stabbing  the  24-year-old  14  times.  Crown  attorney  Neil  Cutler  said 
during  closing  arguments  last  week. 

Mr.  Cutler  asked  the  jury  to  ignore  the  issue  of  racial  tensions 
between  blacks  and  aboriginals  in  the  prison  and  set  aside  the  knowledge 
that  the  accused  are  prisoners.  The  had  been  tension  between  black 
inmates  and  Native  prisoners  in  the  largely  Native  Prison,  and  this 
would  lead  to  the  killing  of  Betrand  Myron. 

He  had  contended  the  other  three  co-accused  either  acted  as  lookouts 
during  the  stabbing  or  counseled  Mr.  Singh  in  some  way,  but  Brodsky  said 
his  client  was  acting  in  self-defence. 

The  Myron  family  has  called  for  a public  inquiry  into  the  killing  as 
it  is  believed  that  prison  guards  had  heard  of  the  tension  between  the 
inmates  but  choose  to  do  nothing.  Your  letters  of  support  for  the 
Myron's  can  be  forwarded  at  the  Manitoba  Warriors'  Site  at: 
http: //manitobawarriors . home.ml.org 

"RE : APA  Position  on  ICWA"  

Date:  Tue,  13  May  1997  23:01:35  -0400 

From:  Guglielmo,  Barbara[SMTP:bpg. apa@email.apa.org] 

Sub j : APA  Position  on  ICWA 

PUBLIC  POLICY  ACTION  NETWORK 
PUBLIC  POLICY  OFFICE 

AMERICAN  PSYCHOLOGICAL  ASSOCIATION 
*** INFORMATION  UPDATE*** 

May  12,  1997 

Below  is  a letter  from  Henry  Tomes,  Ph.D.,  Executive  Director,  APA  Public 
Interest  Directorate,  to  Sen.  John  McCain  (R-AZ)  in  regard  to  the  Indian 
Child  Welfare  Act  (ICWA).  Please  contact  Brian  Smedley,  Ph.D.  or  Ly 
Nguyen  in  the  APA  Public  Policy  Office  for  more  information  at  (202) 
336-6062. 

May  8,  1997 

The  Honorable  lohn  McCain 
United  States  Senate 
241  Russell  Senate  Office  Building 
Washington,  D.C.  20510 

Dear  Senator  McCain: 

On  behalf  of  the  151,000  members  and  affiliates  of  the  American 
Psychological  Association  (APA),  I am  writing  to  express  our  support  for 
the  legislation  that  you  have  introduced  with  your  colleagues.  Senators 
Campbell,  Domenici,  and  Dorgan,  to  amend  the  Indian  Child  Welfare  Act  of 
1978  (ICWA),  S.  569. 

As  psychologists,  we  understand  the  need  for  children  to  grow  and  develop 
in  loving  homes  and  supportive  communities.  Among  Indian  people,  the 
history  of  extended  child-rearing  responsibilities  among  many  members  of 
the  community  provides  a natural  means  of  safeguarding  the  well-being  of 
children.  Unfortunately,  federal  government  policies  prior  to  the 
enactment  of  ICWA  in  1978  undermined  traditional  child  rearing  practices 
of  Indian  people.  We  applaud  your  legislation  for  reinforcing  the 
original  intent  of  the  ICWA  --  to  protect  Indian  children  and  families 
and  formalize  a substantial  role  for  Indian  tribes  in  cases  involving 
child  custody  proceedings  --  while  ensuring  fairness  and  swift  action  in 
custody  and  adoption  cases  involving  Indian  children. 

Prior  to  passage  of  the  ICWA,  Indian  children  were  twelve  to  eighteen 
times  more  likely  than  non-Indian  children  to  be  placed  in  out-of-home 
care,  with  85  percent  of  those  children  placed  in  non-Indian  homes. 

Passage  of  the  original  ICWA  in  1978  represented  a milestone  in  the 
federal  government's  recognition  that  policies  must  be  enacted  to  protect 


and  preserve  the  Indian  family  and  its  culture.  Since  that  time,  many 
Indian  tribes  have  developed  child  welfare  programs  that  draw  upon 
traditional  practices  and  natural  helping  mechanisms.  These  systems  will 
be  enhanced  by  policies  that  strengthen  tribal  authority  over  Indian 
child  welfare  programs. 

Many  of  the  controversial  cases  surrounding  the  adoption  of  Indian 
children  appear  to  have  developed  as  a result  of  poor  or  non-existent 
enforcement  of  ICWA  provisions.  Provisions  of  your  legislation, 
including  criminal  sanctions  to  deter  fraudulent  efforts  to  hide  a 
child's  Indian  heritage,  early  notification  to  an  Indian  tribe  by  a party 
seeking  to  place  an  Indian  child  in  an  adoptive  situation,  and  court 
certification  that  the  attorney  or  adoption  agency  facilitating  the 
adoption  has  informed  the  Indian  child's  birth  parents  of  their  placement 
options  and  other  provisions  of  ICWA,  offer  substantial  improvements  to 
enforce  the  letter  and  spirit  of  ICWA. 

The  APA  supports  this  legislation  without  revisions  or  weakening 
amendments.  Should  you  require  any  additional  information  or  assistance 
in  planning  hearings  regarding  this  bill,  please  do  not  hesitate  to 
contact  me. 

Sincerely, 

Henry  Tomes,  Ph.D. 

Executive  Director, 

Public  Interest  Directorate 
cc:  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee 

+++ 

Public  Policy  Action  Network  (PPAN) 

Public  Policy  Office 

American  Psychological  Association 

750  First  Street,  N.E. 

Washington,  D.C.  20002 

(202)336-5934 

email:  ppan@apa.org 

internet : http : //www . a pa . org/ppo/ ppo . html 

"RE : Minnesota  Gaming/Baseball  Tax"  

Date:  Fri,  09  May  97  09:08:00  PDT 

From:  "3im  George"  <3IMGE0RGE@prodigy . com> 

Sub j : Minnesota  Gaming/Baseball  Tax 

UUCP  email 

>From  today's  (4/30/97)Twin  Cities  Star  Tribune  editorial  page: 

TWINS  BEATING  INDIANS  --  AT  LEAST  IN  LEGISLATURE 

Pohlad's  stadium  will  probably  be  built  on  the  backs  of  the  poorest 
Minnesotans . < 

Two  weeks  ago,  the  two  leaders  of  the  Minnesota  Senate,  Roger  Moe  and 
Dean  Johnson,  met  with  the  leaders  of  11  Minnesota  Indian  bands.  In 
baseball  parlance,  the  politicians  warned  the  Indians  that  a high,  hard 
one  was  headed  their  way. 

Stunning  as  it  once  would  have  seemed,  the  two  senators  told  the  Indians 
that  there's  now  about  a 50-50  chance  that  the  Legislature  will  pass  bills 
putting  the  state  in  the  casino  business.  There  will  be  hearings  today 
about  bills  that  could  put  state-run  casinos  in  such  places  as  Canterbury 
Park.  Some  of  the  revenues  generated  from  state-run  casinos  would  be  used 
to  build  a ballpark  for  Carl  Pohlad  and  the  Minnesota  Twins. 

Market  speculators  have  begun  to  take  seriously  the  possibility  of  the 
Legislature  putting  slots  in  Canterbury.  The  value  of  Canterbury  stock  has 
more  than  doubled  since  Jan.  1,  from  $2  to  nearly  $4.50.  The  most  recent 
surge  came  after  Gov.  Arne  Carlson  announced  that  he  might  be  willing  to 
sign  legislation  that  would  use  gambling  funds  to  finance  a stadium. 

And  Indian  leaders  have  no  choice  but  to  take  the  state's  flirting  with 
casinos  seriously.  A week  after  their  friendly  meeting  with  Moe  and 


Johnson,  they  were  invited  to  meet  with  staff  members  from  Carlson's 
office.  The  tone  of  the  meeting,  sources  say,  was  cold  and  threatening. 
Minnesota  Indians  were  told  they'd  better  come  up  with  some  casino  money 
for  a ballpark  fast,  or  they  will  find  themselves  competing  with  state-run 
casinos . 

Marge  Anderson,  chief  executive  of  the  Mille  Lacs  Band  of  Chippewa, 
tried  to  put  as  positive  a spin  on  the  meeting  as  possible  in  a "thank 
you"  letter  she  sent  to  Carlson.  She  wrote,  in  part:  "The  way  I 
understand  it,  you  are  proposing  that  the  State  and  the  tribes  should 
actively  explore  new  sources  of  revenue  within  Indian  casinos.  The  tribes 
could  then  agree  to  donate  a portion  of  this  new  revenue  to  the  state  for 
use  on  important  economic  development  projects  in  exchange  for  exclusivity 
for  tribal  gaming." 

But  cut  through  Anderson's  diplomacy.  What's  happening  is  that 
Minnesota  political  leaders  have  become  so  fearful  of  losing  major  league 
baseball  that  they're  willing  to  take  money  from  the  state's  poorest 
people  and  give  it  to  the  richest. 

Proponents  of  putting  public  money,  or,  better  yet,  Indian  money,  into  a 
ballpark  keep  trying  to  say  that  the  stadium  issue  is  about  preserving 
major  league  baseball,  not  about  [Twins  owner  Carl]  Pohlad.  But  you  can't 
get  around  the  facts  that  the  economics  of  major  league  sports  are 
irrational  and  that  the  Pohlads  are  immensely  wealthy. 

(Digression  about  wealth.  It's  almost  impossible  to  grasp  what  a 
billionaire  is,  but  sometimes  there  are  little  insights.  Last  week,  for 
instance,  a local  radio  personality  gushed  about  the  fact  that  Pohlad,  who 
is  reported  to  be  worth  $1  billion,  wrote  a check  for  $50,000  for  Red 
River  Valley  flood  relief.  This  generous  act  made  me  curious.  What  would 
a Minnesota  family  fortunate  enough  to  have  a net  worth  of  $500,000  have 
to  give  to  be  as  proportionately  generous  as  Pohlad  had  been.  The  answer: 
$25,  that's  twenty-five  dollars.) 

Now  the  Legislature  is  considering  going  for  a cut  of  Indian  gambling 
money,  not  because  Pohlad  needs  it  more  than  the  Indians  and  not  because 
it's  right,  but  because  it's  politically  painless.  There  are  only  50,000 
Indians  in  the  state,  and  there  is  a public  perception  that  the  Indians 
are  rolling  in  dough  lost  by  earnest  white  folks  who  can't  get  a break  at 
the  casinos.  The  perception  is  fueled  by  the  huge  amounts  of  money  the 
Mystic  Lake  Casino  has  generated  for  a minuscule  number  of  Indians  in 
Shakopee . 

( personal  note  )I'd  call  this  blackmail. 

- — "RE:  The  Trail  of  Joy,  The  Return"  — - 

Date:  Sat,  17  May  1997  23:47:06  -0700 
From:  Dames  Duncan  <toj@alice. net> 

Sub j : Greetings 

UUCP  email 

0 SI  YO',  My  Dear  Friends, 

Please  if  you  can,  see  that  this  is  shared. 

My  Love  and  Prayers  to  you  and  your  families,  and  to  all  of  our  relations. 
Dames 


May  10,  1997 

0 SI  'YO,  My  brothers  and  sisters,  and  all  our  Relations, 

My  name  is  Dames  Duncan  and  I am  a Cherokee  (Bird  Clan),  born  in 

Tahlequah,  Oklahoma.  But  even  more  important,  I am  a member  of  the  family 
of  Nations  called  Native  Americans,  that  indigenous  group  of  people  that 
lived  here  from  the  beginning  of  time,  here  in  the  Americas. 

On  May  10th  of  1996  we  begin  our  journey  back  along  the  path  of  DeSoto. 

That  journey  started  from  where  he  died  in  southeastern  Arkansas,  about  5- 

10  miles  north  of  Arkansas  City  and  traveled  back  along  his  route  to  Tampa 
Bay.  Planting  trees  for  cleansing,  for  life  and  peace  in  each  of  the 


states  where  he  traveled  leaving  so  much  death  and  destruction  along  the 
way.  These  trees  are  for  a sign  of  renewal,  rebirth  and  forgiveness.  If 
the  "Trail  of  Tears"  and  subsequent  removals  were  the  end  for  the  people 
of  the  southeast,  then  DeSoto's  journey  was  the  beginning  of  that  end  of  a 
way  of  life  that  had  lasted  for  hundreds  of  thousands  of  years.  On  March 
10,  1995  I (including  my  wife  and  five  daughters)  started  another  walk 
that  began  in  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma  and  ended  May  10th  at  New  Echota, 
Georgia.  The  walk  was  called  "THE  TRAIL  OF  HOY,  THE  RETURN",  it  was  done 
to  complete  the  circle  that  began  with  the  "Trail  of  Tears".  The  Trail  of 
loy,  The  Return  was  to  reconnect  the  spirit  of  our  people  back  into  the 
lands  of  our  ancestors.  The  Creator  is  calling  for  our  people  to  move 
back  to  the  spiritual  road,  this  journey  is  needed  to  rekindle  the  sacred 
fire  and  spirit  back  in  the  people  and  all  mankind.  We  need  to 
reestablish  spiritual  centers  and  places  for  the  clans  mothers  in  the  East 
and  across  the  land  where  the  roots  of  many  Nations  were  torn  out  by  the  " 
RELOCATION".  This  relocation  known  as  the  "Trail  of  Tears"  by  many, 
affected  all  the  indigenous  nations  and  divided  our  people.  The  Trail  of 
loy,  The  Return,  walks  and  journeys  are  just  another  step  in  the  healing, 
for  our  people  for  all  humanity. 

We  have,  and  will  continue  to  travel  to  the  Nations  along  the  way  to 
visit  with  the  Elders  and  the  children  to  share  the  visions  and  to  call 
for  a great  Gathering  of  the  people.  We  are  losing  our  young  ones  to  the 
modern  world  at  an  alarming  rate,  many  are  not  seeing  the  beauty  of  their 
heritage  and  traditions  that  bind  them  together  and  to  our  Mother,  Mother 
Earth.  It  is  our  prayer  that  with  this  journey,  we  will  begin  to 
rediscover  that  understanding  and  appreciation  of  each  other,  that  once 
made  us  a great  people.  Prophesy  has  been  given  that  there  would  come  a 
time  when  we  would  be  at  a crossroads.  The  Elders  have  said  that  we  are 
now  there  and  it  is  time  for  all  of  our  people  to  come  back  to  the 
spiritual  oneness  that  bound  us  to  our  Mother  Earth  and  each  other  before 
European  contact.  Grandfather  William  Commanda  once  wrote  that 
"forgiveness  is  the  key  to  the  awakening  of  the  true  meaning  of  love  and 
understanding."  That  is  what  these  journeys  are  about.  Inspired  from 
visions,  given  birth  by  doing.  This  year  we  will  return  to  each  of  these 
eight  trees,  and  place  a monument  of  remembrance  there.  On  these  will  be 
inscribed  the  following: 

"The  Spirit  Tree" 

"This  tree  is  a living  memorial  to  the  indigenous  peoples  who  inhabited 
these  lands  before  European  contact,  and  the  Sacred  Fire  of  their  spirits 
still  remains." 

"Since  the  beginning  of  time,  we  have  always  been  here,  and  will  always 
be" 


Our  only  source  of  funding  for  this  lourney  is  by  the  kind  and  loving 
gifts  given  by  you  and  others  like  you  who  care,  and  we  need  your  support 
now.  We  wish  to  extend  our  heart  felt  appreciation  and  thanks  to  you  all 
for  your  past,  current  and  future  support  in  this  effort.  Contributions 
may  be  sent  to  the  address  below.  In  faith  I come  to  you,  in  accord  with 
the  spirits  of  our  ancestors  and  Creator. 

Your  Brother, 
lames  Duncan 

"The  Gathering"  of  Mother  Earth's  Children 
RR  2,  Box  2233 
Thayer,  MO  65791 

Home/Office  - 417-264-7717  (Digital  Pager  - 800-517-5991  when  available) 
E-Mail  - (toj@alice.net)  Website  - <http://www.alice.net/tojwalk> 

"RE : Excerpt:  Wokini  by  Billy  Mills"  
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From:  "coyote  red  hawk"  <djackson@cconnect . net> 

Sub j : WOKINI-BILLY  MILLS-PLEASE  READ 
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I thought  I would  share  this  with  you. 

This  is  a book  written  by  Billy  Mills.  For  those  of  you  that  do  not 
know  who  he  is  I will  tell  you.  Billy  Mills  was  raised  on  the  Pine  Ridge 
Indian  Reservation.  He  won  a gold  medal  in  the  10,000  meter  run  at  the 
Tokyo  Olympics  in  1964.  He  has  become  a motivational  speaker  and  travels 
the  country  talking  to  people.  He  especially  works  with  Native  American 
children.  This  is  a book  he  wrote  called  Wokini  (New  Life).  I read  this 
book  in  our  military  library  6 yrs  ago  in  Memphis  Tn.  By  the  way,  it  was  in 
the  occult  section  till  I asked  them  to  move  it.  Since  then  I have  tried 
to  buy  the  book.  It  has  been  on  back  order  in  6 different  book  stores  for 
me. 

Well,  two  weeks  ago  when  I went  to  the  Charlotte  powwow  I found  the 
book.  Of  course,  I bought  it.  I need  it  in  my  life  right  now  as  there  are 
many  turmoils  going  on;  but  I have  been  using  it  as  a teaching  guide  with 
my  16  yr.  old  son,  and  it  has  helped  his  attitude  a lot.  I highly  suggest 
anyone  who  can  buy  this  book  do  so.  The  book  speaks  of  how  to  be  happy,  how 
to  make  yourself  happy.  I could  write  so  much  more  about  this  book  to  you 
and  if  anyone  is  interested  please  ask  either  on  the  list  or  e-mail  me 
privately.  Anyway,  here  is  what  I wanted  to  take  from  Billy's  book  and  give 
to  you  all. 

In  my  youth  I respected  the  world  and  life, I needed  not  anything  but 
peace  of  heart  And  yet  I changed  despite  myself  and  believed  in  Iktomi 
lies.  He  seemed  to  know  all  the  truth, he  promised  to  make  me  happy. 

He  made  me  ask  Wakan  tanka  for  wealth, that  I might  have  power; 

I was  given  poverty, that  I might  find  my  inner  strength. 

I asked  for  fame,  so  others  would  know  me; 

I was  given  obscurity,  that  I might  know  myself. 

I asked  for  a person  to  love  that  I might  never  be  alone, 

I was  given  a life  of  a hermit, that  I might  learn  to  accept  myself. 

I asked  for  power, that  I might  achieve, 

I was  given  weakness, that  I might  learn  to  obey. 

I asked  for  health,that  I might  lead  a long  life. 

I was  given  infirmity. that  I might  appreciate  each  minute. 

I asked  Mother  Earth  for  strength, that  I might  have  my  way, 

I was  given  weakness, that  I might  feel  the  need  for  Her. 

I asked  to  live  happily, that  I might  enjoy  life, 

I was  given  life, that  I might  live  happily, 

I received  nothing  I asked  for, yet  all  my  wishes  came  true. 

Despite  myself  and  Iktomi, my  dreams  were  fulfilled, 

I am  richly  blessed  more  than  I ever  hoped, 

I thank-you,  Wakan  tanka, for  what  you've  given  me. 

This  was  an  excerpt  from  the  book.  I hope  you  enjoyed  it  as  much  as  I do, 
and  I know  that  if  I listen  to  these  words  all  the  time  it  will  make  me  a 
better  person.  Thank-you  for  your  time.  With  much  RESPECT 
Aho  Mitakuye  O'yasin 
Debbie 


- — "RE:  Know  Our  True  History"  

Date:  Thu,  8 May  1997  16:17:22  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  BSparks777@aol.com 

Sub j : Re:  May  13,  Leesburg,  Va.  Lecture:  American  Indians 
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I have  always  found  it  interesting  even  though  this  has  never  been  stated 
in  western  histories  that  less  than  thirty  years  after  the  forced  removal 
of  all  first  nations  from  the  east,  America  was  at  war  with  itself. 

This  may  have  never  happened  if  the  teachings  of  the  people  were  honored, 
if  the  Georgia  militia  was  punished  for  their  treatment  of  the  Cherokee, 
if  the  leaders  of  our  nations  were  still  at  the  council  tables  and  if  the 
true  meaning  of  the  constitution  originating  from  the  longhouse  were 
understood  and  applied  equally  to  all  people. 


Breaking  of  the  treaties  taught  leaders  that  might  made  right  and 
agreements  were  not  sacred.  War  was  seen  as  a political  tool  for  economic 
power  and  truly  nothing  ever  written  or  agreed  upon  could  insure  the  rule 
of  law. 

That  is  why  Crazy  Horse  never  signed  a Treaty  and  said  anything  written 
could  be  changed. 

The  Civil  War  was  only  the  continuation  of  a sanctioned  policy  of  armed 
expansion  and  the  total  disregard  for  human  rights  and  compassion. 

I will  leave  you  with  a quote  from  then  President  Johnson  to  a joint 
session  of  Congress/'  If  the  savage  resists,  civilization,  with  the  ten 
commandments  in  one  hand  and  the  sword  in  the  other,  demands  his  immediate 
extermination . " 

Let  us  never  forget  our  responsibilities  to  our  ancestors  and  to  our 
children  to  make  sure  they  know  our  true  history  and  the  impact  of  it  on 
all  people  through  the  ages. 

"RE : They  Keep  Paying  and  Paying"  

From:  "DS  Adonaset  Fort"  <adonaset@Radix.Net> 

Sub j : they  keep  paying  and  paying 
Date:  Mon,  12  May  1997  19:31:57  -0400 
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Oyea,  Tau 

When  they  first  appeared,  we  hid  ourselves  waiting  to  see  and  understand 
what  these  things  were  that  seemed  so  strange  to  our  eyes.  Seeing  that 
they  had  the  appearance  of  human  beings,  we  stepped  forward  and  greeted 
them  as  brothers.  Being  in  need  of  many  things,  they  greeted  us  also  in  a 
friendly  way.  Thus  began  the  rape  and  pillage  of  the  People. 

We  brought  to  them  gifts,  gifts  of  food,  drink  and  shelter.  We  taught 
them  the  ways  of  planting  and  growing,  the  ways  of  hunting  and  fishing. 
These  were  gifts,  but  they  insisted  on  paying  for  the  gifts.  They  paid  us 
with  ball  and  powder,  cutlass,  pikes,  cannons,  disease,  rape,  murder,  and 
slavery. 

At  first,  they  only  needed  a little  land  on  which  to  build  a small 
community,  and  to  plant  their  crops  but  soon  that  little  land  was  not 
enough,  they  required  more  and  more.  They  would  not  allow  trees  or  rocks 
or  the  People  to  stand  in  the  way  of  their  growth.  When  they  needed  but  a 
little  space  to  build  their  community  and  plant  crops,  we  did  not  mind,  we 
were  happy  to  share.  We  did  not  claim  to  'own'  the  land  or  anything  that 
Creator  had  provided  so  we  gave  them  room  to  live. 

They  kept  coming  and  coming  - where  were  they  all  coming  from?  Now  they 
had  their  community  and  crops,  so  they  did  not  need  our  gifts  to  survive  - 
but  they  did  keep  paying  us.  They  brought  more  ball  and  powder,  cutlass, 
pikes,  cannons,  disease,  and  rape  and  murder  increased  and  more  of  the 
People  were  being  paid  for  their  gifts  with  slavery  and  death. 

We  called  them  'Brother'  and  they  called  us  savages,  barbarians, 
heathens,  sinners,  and  slave.  They  came  to  us,  but  we  had  to  learn  their 
tongue,  they  came  to  us,  but  we  had  to  learn  their  religion.  We  did  the 
giving  and  learning  and  they  did  the  taking. 

We  held  all  of  Creation  in  esteem,  they  held  what  they  could  hold  in  the 
hand  in  esteem.  We  held  all  of  Creation  as  precious,  they  held  rocks  as 
precious,  more  precious  than  life.  This  we  did  not  understand,  and 
because  we  did  not  understand,  we  had  to  be  eliminated.  Only  a barbaric 
fool  does  not  realize  that  gold  is  more  precious  than  life.  We  were  to  be 
eliminated  because  as  savages,  we  had  no  sense  of  value.  We  didn't 
realize  what  we  had,  so  this  justified  taking  it  away,  and  then  sending  us 
away. 

Before  the  arrival,  we  walked  the  paths  - after  the  arrival  we  had  to 
walk  the  trails  to  new  lands  -lands  that  they  had  stolen  from  us  to  give 
to  us.  They  just  kept  paying  and  paying  us  for  those  original  gifts. 

They  fled  europe  and  other  places  in  search  of  freedom,  and  they  paid  us 
for  the  freedom  that  they  found  here  on  Turtle  Island;  they  paid  us  with 
the  loss  of  our  freedom. 


Am  I speaking  of  Ponce  de  Leon  on  the  pilgrims  or  of  1967  or  1997? 

Nothing  has  changed  - now  they  are  paying  our  Brothers  in  New  York  - they 
just  keep  paying  and  paying  - when  will  it  end? 

Adonaset 

Walk  in  Harmony 

adonaset@radix.net 

"RE:  The  Wind  Blows"  

Date:  Fri,  11  Apr  1997  20:54:56  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : The  Wind  Blows 
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All  across  this  land  the  winds  blows,  and  from  time  to  time  it  comes  from 
all  four  directions.  Often  these  winds  carry  messages,  often  they  carry 
life  and  death. 

In  my  heart,  are  words  of  life  and  death,  words  that  have  come  from  my 
ancestor's,  my  grandfather ' s who  have  gone  before  me  and  these  words 
provide  me  with  life. 

I stand  before  my  people,  and  through  their  eyes,  through  their  heart, 
soul  and  mind,  I see  a life,  and  I see  a death,  and  within  the  darkness  of 
night  I see  the  light  of  my  people  who  come  before  me  and  ask  if  I can 
walk  in  their  image. 

Slowly,  a tear  rolls  down  my  face,  as  I stand  quietly  looking  at  the 
ground,  and  as  I lift  my  head  to  peer  into  their  souls,  I know  I can  not 
give  them  the  answer  they  desire,  because  so  many  of  my  people  laugh  at  my 
manner,  laugh  at  my  long  hair,  laugh  at  my  dark  color,  all  the  while  they 
are  praising  a false  image  of  life,  because  they  don't  care  for  the  ways 
of  my  ancestor's,  even  though  they  theirselves  are  Indian. 

With  both  arms,  I reach  out  to  my  grandfather's,  seeking  their  respect, 
but  they  step  back  from  me,  and  say,  "How  can  you  be  worthy  of  life,  when 
the  death  of  your  people  is  upon  the  land?"  And  my  arms  fall  to  my  side 
and  my  head  hangs  low,  for  now  I know  that  in  the  image  of  my  grandfather ' s 
I can  never  be,  until  I know  of  their  life  and  death. 

Who  am  I?  Nothing  but  a shadow  of  times  gone  by,  but  when  I talk  to  the 
medicine  of  my  people,  I do  not  talk  to  any  Creator,  I do  not  talk  to  any 
Great  Spirit,  I do  not  talk  to  any  God,  but  I talk  to  the  medicine  as  my 
ancestor's  did  before  me,  for  in  their  words,  in  their  language,  there  is 
no  contemporary  values,  but  ancient  words  that  contain  a power  that  will 
never  be  shared  with  the  minds  of  greed,  ego  or  self-proclaimed  prophets. 

All  of  life!  Where  are  my  people?  A Government,  A Corporate  America, 
Students  and  Professors  of  Colleges  and  Universities,  A Society,  they  tear 
at  my  culture  and  belief's,  and  for  what? 

I stand  before  life  and  death,  and  the  winds  blow,  all  across  the  land 
of  my  ancestor's  and  in  my  heart,  a heart  that  bleeds  with  sadness,  a 
heart  yearning  for  a people  to  stand  in  solidarity,  to  raise  up  there 
heads  and  know  that  the  Indian  World  will  live! 

I am  but  one,  and  in  the  image  of  my  ancestor's,  I walk  as  the  shadow  of 
times  gone  by,  carrying  the  burden  of  life  and  death,  and,  they,  call,  me, 
I-N-D-I-A-N- ! ! 

By 

Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra . net 
1581  Pinenut  Circle 

Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 


The  Indian,  America's  Prisoner's  of  War. 
"Roll  # 32814" 


"RE : Red  Ink  Subscription  Drive 
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Sub j : Red  Ink  Subscription  Drive 
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Hi  All, 

I am  re  posting  a message  originally  sent  out  last  year  which  contains 
information  about  Red  Ink.  Please  consider  subscribing  for  the  journal. 

I have  and  at  the  $10  per  year  the  students  ask  it  is  quite  simply 
astonishing  value.  They  are  trying  to  increase  subscriptions  so  I thought 
you  would  not  mind  me  posting  this  again!  A new  issue  is  due  out 
any  time  so  get  your  subscriptions  in!!! 

Thanks  All, 

John . 


The  Spring  1997  issue  of  RED  INK:  A Native  American  Student  Publication  i 
hot  off  the  press  and  is  now  available.  This  publication  is,  as  far  as  we 
know,  the  only  native  student  run  journal  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  We 
feature  a variety  of  topics,  as  well  as  a variety  of  formats,  this  issue 
has  articles  on  gaming,  stereotypes,  and  archeology,  as  well  as  poetry, 
fiction  & non-fiction,  book  reviews,  and  artwork. 

RED  INK'S  goal  is  to  provide  an  opportunity  to  publish  works  by  native 
writers  in  all  fields.  We  also  publish  work  by  non-native  scholars  who 
are  interested  in  native  issues;  however,  we  strive  to  publish  native 
authors  as  much  as  we  can,  and  generally  don't  publish  creative  writing  by 
non-natives.  Our  contributors  are  from  all  over  the  US  and  Canada.  Among 
the  tribes/nations/people  represented  are  Cherokee,  Comanche,  Inupiaq, 
Lakota,  Navajo  and  Passamaquoddy . 

Why  this  blatant  plug?  Two  reasons:  First,  we  need  your  support.  By 
subscribing  to  RED  INK  (at  $10  for  2 issues  a year,  100  pages  an  issue,  a 
real  bargain)  you  help  support  a forum  for  native  writers;  although  we 
receive  support  from  the  University  of  Arizona,  we  have  been  instructed  to 
become  more  self-sufficient  and  bring  in  more  revenue.  If  any  of  you  have 
seen  RED  INK  you  know  we  strive  to  put  out  a high  quality  publication. 

This  costs  money,  as  50  percent  of  our  budget  goes  toward  printing.  Also, 
our  editorial  board  is  all-volunteer,  composed  of  9 students  (8  of  them 
native)  from  the  University  of  AZ.  Subscriptions  help  keep  the  journal 
running. 

The  second  reason  is  that  we  are  looking  for  contributors  as  well.  One  of 
the  reasons  we  revived  RED  INK  in  1993  was  to  provide  native  students 
(primarily  graduate  & undergraduate)  who  are  just  starting  out  an 
opportunity  to  have  their  work  published.  While  we  have  published  work  by 
such  well  known  writers  as  Adrian  Louis,  Maurice  Kenny  and  Gloria  Bird,  we 
have  also  published  writings  by  students  as  young  as  10,  and  artwork  by 
several  high  school  students.  We  especially  need  scholarly  articles,  as 
many  of  our  most  recent  contributions  in  that  area  have  been  by 
non-natives . 

We  also  publish  book  reviews,  and  we  have  a small  library  of  recent  books 
available  (for  free!)  to  anyone  who  wishes  to  write  a review.  Guidelines 
for  submitting  to  RED  INK  can  be  found  in  the  latest  issue,  which  is 
available  for  5 dollars.  (Or  you  can  contact  us,  and  we'll  be  happy  to 
send  you  flyers  on  contributing,  or  subscribing.) 

To  contact  RED  INK  for  more  info  on  subscribing  or  submitting,  our  address 
is : 

RED  INK 

American  Indian  Studies  Programs 
1615  East  Seventh  Street 
the  University  of  Arizona 
Tucson,  AZ  85719 
phone:  (520)  622-3504 
fax:  (520)  791-3735 

email  address:  redink@ccit.arizona.edu 


Thank  you  for  your  support. 


"RE:  ParkWatcher  Flash"  

Date:  Mon,  19  May  1997  18:17:10  -0400 

From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : ParkWatcher  Flash  - May' 97  - 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  97-05-19  15:18:25  EDT 

From:  NAT  PARKS 

ParkWatcher  Flash  --  May  '97 

Save  a Bison  --  Buy  from  a Bison-Friendly  Business! 

The  second  great  slaughter  of  the  American  buffalo,  which  took  place  thi 
winter  at  Yellowstone,  has  led  to  calls,  letters,  and  emails  pouring  in  to 
the  Governor  of  Montana  and  federal  officials.  But  so  far  there  has  not 
been  enough  progress  on  a long-term  solution.  Beginning  this  summer,  NPCA 
is  sponsoring  the  "Bison  Belong"  project,  in  which  tourism-related 
businesses  in  Montana  can  proclaim  their  support  for  a healthy  bison  herd, 
and  YOU  can  support  their  decision  by  becoming  a "bison  friendly  shopper." 

By  now  almost  everyone  has  heard  about  the  wildlife  catastrophe  that 
took  place  at  Yellowstone  National  Park  this  winter.  With  the  ice  and  snow 
finally  melting,  we  can  now  estimate  a final  toll  on  the  world-famous 
bison  herd.  It  has  been  staggering.  Fewer  than  40%  of  Yellowstone's  once-3 
500-strong  herd  still  live.  And  of  the  2,000  that  died,  more  than  half 
were  taken  by  human  hands. 

The  Governor  of  Montana  and  federal  officials  have  still  not  resolved 
the  debate  that  has  for  six  months  driven  this  tragedy.  The  state  still 
fears  the  federal  government  will  revoke  its  "brucellosis-free"  status, 
and  the  federal  government  still  has  not  found  adequate  wintering  grounds 
outside  the  park,  such  that  bison  can  avoid  cattle  altogether.  This  summer 
the  state  and  federal  governments  are  supposed  to  issue  a final  bison 
management  plan.  This  will  govern  policy  for  many  years,  and  probably  will 
decide  whether  the  herd  survives  to  our  grandchildren ' s time  or  not. 

Now  is  the  time  to  act,  again.  Your  thousands  of  calls  and  letters  have 
been  all  we  had  hoped  for,  but  evidently  not  enough. 

If  you  plan  to  travel  to  Montana  this  summer  or  fall,  make  a point  to 
ask  the  businesses  you  visit  to  join  the  "Bison  Belong"  campaign.  We'd  be 
glad  to  send  you  literature  on  the  campaign  for  you  to  distribute.  Dust 
write  or  call  (address  below).  Once  the  list  grows,  you  can  contact  us  at 
the  number  below  to  get  a copy  of  "bison-friendly"  businesses  in  the  state 
and  we'll  publicize  the  list  in  our  magazine  and  on  our  website. 

The  idea  is  simple.  So  far,  opponents  have  been  able  to  argue  that  the 
threat  of  brucellosis  is  too  great  an  economic  risk  for  the  cattle 
industry  to  bear.  But  how  great  a contribution  does  a healthy  bison  herd 
make  to  the  state's  tourism  industry?  We  must  get  the  point  across--by 
encouraging  Montana  businesses  to  speak  up  on  their  own  behalf--that  the 
slaughter  has  hurt  the  state  economy  already  and  threatens  to  do  even  more 
harm.  In  this  way  we  expect  to  get  a stronger  management  plan  for  the  park 

Please  help  as  much  as  you  can! 

+ + + 

The  Underground  Railroad  Network  to  Freedom  --  Coming  Soon  With  Your  Flelp 

One  of  NPCA's  biggest  priorities  this  year  will  be  adding  a unique 
network  to  the  National  Park  System  --  commemorating  America's  first  civil 
rights  movement,  the  Underground  Railroad. 

Though  the  time  was  dark,  the  Underground  Railroad  provided  the  light  of 
freedom  to  many  escaped  slaves.  The  story  we  have  all  read  in  our  school 
history  books  is  one  of  great  courage  and  sacrifice:  brave  but  ordinary 
people,  of  all  colors  and  backgrounds,  helping  ex-slaves  achieve  liberty. 
But  few  realize  how  extensive  the  network  really  was,  or  can  appreciate 
how  great  a risk  both  railroad  passengers  and  "conductors"  took.  The 
network  extended  into  Canada  and  Mexico,  to  the  Caribbean,  and  beyond. 
Conductors  included  whites,  blacks,  native  Americans,  and  others.  Many 
gave  their  lives,  and  all  lived  in  terror  of  discovery.  Thirty  years  after 


the  great  civil  rights  struggles  of  the  1960's,  it  is  time  now  to  preserve 
what  remains  of  the  Underground  Railroad. 

What  remains  are  safe  houses,  the  tunnels  and  hiding  places  their  owners 
built,  and  the  stories  of  heroism  that  have  been  passed  down  to  this  day. 
The  National  Underground  Railroad  Network  to  Freedom  Act,  sponsored  by 
Ohio  representatives  Stokes  (D)  and  Portman  (R),  would  set  up  a network  of 
sites  and  programs  that  interested  Americans  could  visit  to  get  a sense  of 
what  it  was  like  to  be  an  escaped  slave  in  the  early  1800's,  and  what  it 
was  like  to  harbor  one. 

You  Can  Help  Make  It  Happen  --  Representatives  Stokes  and  Portman 
introduced  their  bill  earlier  this  month.  Now  we  need  your  representatives 
to  join  up  as  cosponsors,  or  at  least  to  publicly  support  the  bill.  Call 
or  write  them  (contact  info  below)  and  ask  them  to  sign  on  if  they  haven't 
already  done  so.  Please  help  add  this  important  chapter  of  American 
history  to  our  park  system  today! 

+ + + 

Save  Our  National  Parks  Campaign  --  Update 

Utah  Monument  Declaration  Inspires  Attacks  on  Antiquities  Act 

Last  year.  President  Clinton  declared  a new  national  monument  in  the 
southern  Utah  desert,  the  Grand  Staircase/Escalante.  We  wrote  in  January 
that  there  was  a significant  chance  Congress  would  try  to  undermine  the 
Antiquities  Act,  the  law  responsible  for  the  President's  action.  Three 
months  later  it  has  already  happened,  and  we  need  your  help  right  away! 

Rep.  Dim  Hansen  (R-Utah),  Chairman  of  the  House  Subcommittee  on  National 
Parks,  has  introduced  legislation  to  take  away  all  of  the  power  that  makes 
the  Antiquities  Act  so  special.  His  bill  would  limit  the  President's 
ability  to  declare  new  national  monuments  to  areas  under  5,000  acres  (the 
Escalante  covers  1.7  million),  and  enforce  a cumbersome  consultation 
process  with  the  governors  of  affected  states. 

Here's  How  to  Help  --  Rep.  Hansen's  bill,  H.R.  1127,  has  already  passed 
his  subcommittee.  It  will  soon  head  to  the  full  House  of  Representatives 
and  Senate,  where  your  representatives  can  help.  Please  call  or  write  and 
let  your  representative  and  senators  know  that  the  Antiquities  Act  is 
important  to  you.  Here's  what  to  say: 

* The  Antiquities  Act  has  helped  preserve  some  of  our  most  beloved 
parks,  including  the  Grand  Canyon,  Zion,  and  most  of  Alaska's  parks.  More 
than  half  of  our  national  parks  started  as  monuments  under  the  Antiquities 
Act.  It's  an  effective,  important  law. 

* Congress  can  always  repeal  a presidential  designation  if  it  wants 
(and  it  has,  on  several  occasions).  Why  take  away  the  Act's  power  to 
thwart  impending  threats  to  fragile  public  lands? 

* Repealing  or  weakening  the  Antiquities  Act  would  be  considered  an 
anti-park  move  by  most  Americans.  Congress  should  not  be  fooled  by 
politicians  calling  this  a "local"  issue.  The  Act  applies  only  to  lands 
already  owned  by  the  American  people.  This  is  a national  issue,  and  a 
critical  one  at  that. 

+ + + 

[First  page  sidebar]  Emergency  Alert  --  Roads-Through-Parks  Bill  is  Back 

One  of  park  supporters'  worst  nightmares,  a 130  year  old  law  that  allows 
states  to  build  roads  across  federal  lands  (including  parks),  has  been 
resurrected  again  by  Congress.  We  need  your  letters  and  calls  right  away 
to  help  avert  a disaster! 

Sen.  Ted  Stevens  (R-Alaska)  has  added  a rider--to  a bill  appropriating 
emergency  flood  aid,  no  less--giving  states  the  power  to  decide  what 
constitutes  a "right-of-way"  across  the  American  people's  lands.  These 
rights  of  way  were  established  by  RS  2477,  a Civil  War  era  statute, 
repealed  in  1976,  that  still  haunts  federal  lands  in  the  West.  If  it  is 
allowed  to  become  law,  we  could  see  webs  of  roads  cut  across  national 
parks  in  Alaska,  Utah,  and  possibly  elsewhere.  These  would  be  regular, 
industrial  or  commercial  roads,  not  roads  built  with  park  visitors  in  mind 
If  you  don't  want  Denali,  Zion,  and  other  parks  to  become  easy  targets  for 
county  and  state  roadbuilders,  please  call  the  President  and  urge  him  to 
veto  the  "Emergency  Supplemental  Appropriations  Act"  if  the  RS  2477 
(Stevens)  amendment  is  included.  Phone  number  is  below. 


Addresses : 

Your  Representative  and  Senators: 

The  Honorable  

U.S.  House  of  Representatives/U.S.  Senate 
Washington,  DC  20515/20510 
202-225-3121 

Bison  Belong 

NPCA/Grassroots  Department 
1776  Massachusetts  Ave.  NW 
Washington,  DC  20036 
800-NAT-PARK,  ext.  226 
Email:  GrootsNP@aol.com 

President  Clinton 
202-456-1111 

"RE : Poem:  Red  Power-Indian"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Oct  1996  17:01:59  -0700  (PDT) 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : + Poetry 

UUCP  email 

Written  January  6,  1991 
by:  Larry  Kibby 

"RED  POWER  - INDIAN! ! ! 

With  clenched  fist, 
young  Indians  throughout 
the  Indian  nation 
took  a stand  before 
this  country  of  America 
in  mass  protest 
with  the  cry  of 
Red  Power! 

There  were  sitins 
and  there  were 
marches, 

and  from  the  west  coast 
to  the  east  coast 
came  the  cry  of 
Red  Power! 

It  was  a 

movement  of  Indian  people 
from  deep  within 
the  reservations 
and  the  cities, 
that  gave  the  cry  of 
Red  Power! 

It  was  a cry  for 
hunting  rights, 
fishing  rights 
religious  rights, 
land  rights, 
it  was  the  cry  of 
Red  Power! 


They  stood  before 
this  country  of 


America, 
tall  and  proud 
like  their 
forefathers, 
warriors  of 
different  sorts 
that  gave  the  cry 
for  all  to  hear, 
that  the  Indian  Nation 
was  on  the  move, 
it  was  the  cry  of 
Red  Power ! ! 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  10  May  97  17:36:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  May  25-31 

MEI 

(May) 

(Ikiiki) 

25 

When  the  wind  has  come  full  circle  'round  the  earth,  it  returns  to  the 
place  of  its  beginning. 

26 

The  full  moon  reflected  upon  the  ocean  weaves  a night  of  ancient  magic. 

27 

No  act  of  kindness  ever  goes  unrewarded. 

28 

I have  walked  this  land  before  in  a child's  dream  of  freedom. 

29 

Today's  memories  will  be  cherished  tomorrow. 

30 

We  are  all  voyagers  in  life's  ocean. 

31 

In  the  tiniest  of  shells  is  found  the  eternal  cycle. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE;  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  — 

Date:  Thu,  22  May  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  15  May  97  17:13:29  EDT 

From:  Doe  Quickie  <R2DSQ@VM1.CC.UAKR0N.EDU> 

Sub j : Spiritual  Dourney  to  Carlisle  Indian  School  - Gathering 

I've  been  asked  to  pass  this  information  along... 

Doe  Q. 


Mitakuye  Oyasin 

Honoring  Our  Ancestral  Spirits 

A Spiritual  Dourney  to  the  Carlisle  Indian  School 


Saturday,  May  24,  1997 
Burial  Site 
Carlisle  Barracks 
Carlisle,  PA 

8:00  a.m.  Sunrise  Ceremony 

9:00  a.m.  Feeding  of  the  Spirits  / Visit  to  Gravesite 
12:00  Noon  Honoring  and  Feeding  of  Elders 

2:00  p.m.  Speakers 

4:00  p.m  Closing  Pipe  Ceremony 

Please  let  us  know  if  you  will  be  attending.  If  you  are  escorting 
elders  or  if  you  wish  to  speak,  please  call  Ken  at  (412)  343-9005.  For 
directions  and  listing  of  nearby  hotels,  call  Ginny  (412)  243-1725  or 
Monica  (412)  731-3861.  You  are  welcome  to  bring  food  or  beverages 
to  share  (no  outdoor  cooking  permitted). 

Sponsored  by 

Canku  Luta  (Red  Road,  Inc.) 

American  Indian  Movement  or  Pennsylvania 
California  University  Of  PA  American  Indian  Culture  Project 


Date:  Thu,  15  May  1997  11:12:59  -0500 

From:  Grand  Master  Peter  Ticali  <oldlion@IDT.NET> 

Sub j : Seton  Falls  Park 


Gary  could  you  put  this  out  over  the  net???? 
i ' d appreciate  it ! ! ! 

POW-WOW  IN  SETON  FALLS  PARK 


bronx,  n.y. 

The  Native  American  Warrior  Society,  is  proud  to  host  the  first  real 
traditional  Pow-Wow  in  Seton  falls  park.  It  is  a park  rich  in  our 
history  and  blood,  and  we  are  grouping  to  save  that  land  from  industrial 
slaughter..  I am  looking  for  Dancers,  Drummers  and  venders!!!! 
anyone  interested  please  email  me  at 

<A  HREF="http://oldlion@mail.idt.net">  my  E-mail  address</a> 

<b>Day  money  is  being  offered  to  the  first  10  dancers  to  register  with 
me,  and  drummers  will  also  be  paid  for  the  day.</b> 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  me 


1-800-410-5309 
thank  you,  sincerely 
Daniel  WhiteWolf 


Date:  Sun,  18  May  1997  22:16:04  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : LDN  Oyate  Gathering  - May  24  - 25,  1997 

We  Cordially  invite  you  to  a traditional  gathering  and  honoring  of 
spiritual  leaders  and  dignitaries  of  the  Lakota  (D/N)  Oyate.  This  will 
take  place  on  May  24th  and  25th  at  Boone  Island  Park  in  the  City  of 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  USA.  Delegates  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota 
nations  will  be  attending. 

On  Saturday,  May  24th,  there  will  be  a buffalo  feed  and  wachipi  (pow-wow) 
open  to  the  public.  All  dancers  are  invited  to  participate.  Because  this 
is  a traditional  gathering  appropriate  dress  and  behavior  will  be  observed. 
The  agenda  is  still  open  for  anyone  who  might  wish  to  have  a special 
honoring  such  as  birthday  songs,  honoring,  name  giving  or  hunka  (adoption). 
Call  the  Coordinator  immediately  to  be  placed  on  the  agenda  or  if 
assistance  is  needed.  Drums  and  knowledgeable  spiritual  people  will  be 
available  for  assistance  with  the  ceremonies.  At  this  time,  we  will  be 
honoring  "The  Keeper  Of  The  Sacred  Calf  Pipe",  Arvol  Looking  Horse.  We 
also  will  have  a special  honoring  for  veterans  of  all  wars. 

We  also  encourage  buyers  of  native  artwork  to  attend.  Many  individuals 
from  the  reservations  will  attend  and  display  their  work.  The  sales  will 
help  with  gas  money  to  get  back  home. 

The  second  day.  May  25th,  will  be  an  informational  meeting  where  concerned 
people  may  attend  to  hear  about  treaty  rights,  land  rights  and  sovereignty 
issues.  People  should  come  to  these  meetings  with  an  open  mind  and  heart 


and  try  not  to  feel  offended  or  take  things  personally,  since  many  sensitive 
issues  will  be  addressed. 

The  LDN  Oyate  has  not  had  such  a gathering  in  over  a hundred  years  since 
Greasy  Grass.  This  will  be  the  first  step  in  the  coming  together  of  the 
"Oceti  Sakowin",  The  Seven  Campfires  (as  foretold  in  the  Lakota 
prophecies) . 

Heralded,  as  the  first  of  it's  kind--it  is  currently  the  talk  of  the 
reservations.  Everyone  is  excited  about  this  upcoming  historical  event. 

Many  people  are  coming  in  from  all  over  (parts  of  Canada,  and  other  parts  of 
the  world)  at  their  own  expense. 

We  realize  that  this  is  a very  short  notice  for  a gathering  of  such 
significance,  however,  we  feel  we  need  to  work  as  fast  as  possible  in  order 
to  address  all  the  important  issues  and  topics  vital  to  the  interests  of  our 
people.  At  this  time  we  are  under  direct  pressure  to  sell  our  treaty  land. 
We  feel  that  we  can  no  longer  continue  to  struggle  on  our  own. 

Therefore  we  are  asking  for  your  participation.  Because  we  are  doing  this 
without  any  government  support,  we  are  seeking  financial/corporate 
assistance  where  feasible. 

Through  prayers,  bonding,  unity,  forgiving  and  ceremonies,  it  is  our  hope 
that  we  can  help  mend  the  sacred  circle  of  the  people  by  helping  heal  the 
family.  We  hope  to  heal  our  people  by  providing  a network  of  support  and 
assistance  forming  a strong  solidarity  and  unity  within  our  Lakota  community 
as  well  as  with  other  tribes  and  nations. 

Because  of  the  diplomatic  status  of  some  of  the  people  attending,  strict 
security  will  be  enforced. 

For  more  information  contact  Martina  Looking  Horse,  Coordinator  at 
2515  Sheridan  Avenue  North,  Minneapolis,  MN  55411(612)  529-5592. 

(**emails  to  this  address  will  be  forwarded**) 

Make  checks  payable  to  the  "LDN  Oyate"  to  help  support  this  event. 

At  this  time,  we  need  to  pay  $1000.  in  order  to  cover  the  insurance  costs 
for  the  Minneapolis  park  usage.  We  also  have  a block  of  20  rooms  at  the 
Days  Inn  in  Minneapolis  at  a cost  of  $4000.  (This  is  for  the  elderly 
dignitaries  coming  from  the  reservations . ) If  anyone  could  help  with  these 
immediate,  upfront  costs,  it  would  be  greatly  appreciated.  We  need  any 
amount  of  financial  assistance,  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  make  this 
a great  event.  No  amount  of  contribution  is  too  small. 

Checks  made  payable  to  the  "LDN  Oyate"  should  be  sent  to  the  above  address. 
Thank  you  for  your  consideration. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Martina  Looking  Horse 


Date:  18  May  1997  21:46:03  -0400 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Subject:  Native  Events 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Thess  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native  Events 
Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


First  Annual  Echota  Cherokee 
11/8/1997 

State:  AL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Place:  Celebration  Arena 

67  Horse  Center  Road 
Decatur,  Alabama 

(Dust  off  1-65  at  Hwy.  67,  Exit  334) 

Hours:  9AM  - 9PM 

Campground:  150  Hookups,  call  205/351-9242  for  reservations 

Motel:  Ramada  Ltd.  (Pow  Wow  rates 

42.00  plus  tax)  call  1-800-579-5464  for  reservations 

Admission:  $5.00 

adults:  $3.00  children 


HeartBeat  of  Nations  Powwow 
8/31/1997 

State:  MA  Country:  Canada  Type:  Powwow 

Sagkeeng  First  Nation,  MB. Canada 
August  29-31,1997 
Singing  contest: 

1st  $10,000.00 

2nd  $7,500.00  3rd  $5,000.00 
4th  $2,500.00  5th  $1,000.00 
Dancing  specials. 

Camping 

Security 

Contact:  Wayne  Girard  204-367-8934wk 
204-367-2112hm 

or  Keith  Fontaine  204-367-8675 


Annual  Kiowa  Gourd  Clan  Pow-wow  and  Celebration 
7/4/1997 

State:  OK  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

The  annual  Kiowa  Gourd  Clan  pow-wow  and  Celebration... 
In  Carnegie,  Ok  located  at  the  Carnegie  park, 
gourd  dancing  and  specials  in  the  afternoon 
and  war  dancing  after  supper  break. 

Come  bring  your  gourds  and  dance  with  us... 

Duly  2-4  1997 


Cultural  Curriculum  Development  Workshop 
7/3/1997 

State:  MT  Country:  USA  Type:  Conference 

Dune  30-Duly  3,  1997  in  Poison,  Montana,  the  American  Indian  Institute 
will  host  its  17th  Annual  Cultural  Curriculum  Development  Workshop. 

This  workshop  will  focus  on  teaching  the  process  of  cultural  curriculum 
development.  Following  this  workshop,  participants  will  be  able  to  take 
this  process  back  to  their  local  programs  to  establish  cultural  curriculum 
teams  in  their  local  areas.  During  the  workshop,  each  participant  will 
develop  3 cultural  lessons  which  will  be  edited  by  American  Indian  Institute 
staff  and  printed  in  a cultural  curriculum  guide  sent  to  all  workshop 
participants.  For  more  information,  please  email  us. 


Festival  of  Centuries,  Liverpool,  NY 
7/19/1997 

State:  NY  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Reenactment,  Native  artisans  and  food  vendors,  flute  payers,  Iroquois 
Dancers  & Singers  and  Piscataway  Dancers  and  Singers.  Lots  of  Native  demos, 
food,  music,  fun.  Bring  the  family,  only  $2.00  for  parking. 

Spend  Saturday-Sunday,  10-5  p.m.  exploring  the  past  and  the  present  with 
Native  peoples  and  others  as  we  time  travel  through  the  centuries!  12,000 
people  attended  last  year's  event! 


From  The  Spike:  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Events  on  the  East  Coast 


May  23-24  Mt . Duliet,  TN  - Powwow  '97 

Info:  615-758-2646 


May  24-25 
Info: 


King  William,  VA  - Upper  Mattaponi's  10th  Annual  Spring 
Festival  & Native  American  Powwow. 

804-769-2257 


May  24-25 


Cherokee,  NC  - 15th  Annual  Memorial  Day  Weekend  Powwow 


Info: 

704-497-3028 

May  23-25 
Info: 

Cochranton,  PA  - American  Indian  Hobbyist 
412-882-0613 

Assn . 

May  24-25 
Info: 

Marion,  MI  - 8th  Annual  Giss-I-Was  Creek 
616-281-3640  or  after  6 616-878-9443 

Indian  Powwow 

May  24-26 

Info: 

Columbus,  OH  - 15th  Annual  Moon  When  the 
Have  Shed  Powwow 

614-443-6120/2651 

Ponies 

May  24-26 

Info: 

Topsfield,  MA  - Massachusetts  Ctr.  for  Native  American 
Awareness  - Spring  Planting  Moon  Powwow 

617-884-4227 

May  24-26 

Info: 

Panama,  NY  - 3rd  Annual  Gathering  of  the 
Intertribal  Powwow 

717-995-5177 

People 

Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Nicholas  Wilson,  Larry  Kibby, 
Danet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Melissa  Dacobs  via  Robert  B.  Bancroft, 
Christina  Meckel,  R.  Henley/Friends  of  the  Albuquerque  Petroglyphs, 

Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield/Cherokee  Observer  via  Nancy  Thomas,  Ishgooda, 
The  Manitoba  Warrior  Society,  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 
Debbie  Dackson,  David  S.  Carter,  Barbara  Guglielmo  (Information  Update), 
Borries  Demeler,  Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe,  Dames  Duncan,  Mark  N.  Trahant, 
Dohn  D.  Fry,  Dim  George,  Katsi  Cook/Native  Americas  Magazine,  Billy  Sparks, 
Adonaset,  Mohawk  Nation  Office,  Mexico  Peace 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  22  May  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Sat,  17  May  1997  11:53:57  -0700 
From:  sds@digisys.net  (Serena) 

Sub j : itinerary  for  speaking  tour  of  Thomas  Banyacya 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

Itinerary  for  Speaking  Tour  of  Thomas  Banyacya,  a messenger  for  the 
prophecies  of  the  Traditional  Hopi  people  and  Grace  Smith  Yellow-Hammer, 
Navajo  (Dineh)  Elder  from  the  Big  Mountain  area  of  Arizona. 

May  22  Thomas  & Grace  arrive. 

May  22nd  -THURSDAY  Speaking  engagement  AND  NAVADO  RUG  SHOW  & SALE  at  ST. 
DOHN'S  LUTHERAN  CHURCH,  5515  PHINNEY  AVE . N.  SEATTLE,  WA.  7PM  -10PM  $5-$20 
ON  SLIDING  SCALE  DONATION  AT  THE  DOOR.  No  one  turned  away  for  lack  of  funds. 
May  23rd  - FRIDAY  - EVERGREEN  STATE  COLLEGE,  OLYMPIA,  WA.  NATIVE  AMERICAN 
LONG-HOUSE.  5 PM  - 8 PM. 

May  24th  - SATURDAY.  PORTLAND,  OREGON.  WESTMINISTER  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 
N.E.  1606  16TH  AVE  N.E.  7 PM  - 9 PM. 


May  25th  - SUNDAY  GRAND  ILLUSION  THEATER, 1403  N.E.  50TH  SEA,  WA.  SHOWING  OF 
THE  FILM  "BROKEN  RAINBOWS"  10:45  A.M. 

May  25th  - SUQUAMISH  LONG  HOUSE.  BC.  4 PM  - 9 PM 
May  26th  - VANCOUVER  BC  - DAYLONG  WORKSHOP  ON  TRADITIONAL  HEALING 
METHODS.  9AM  - 5 PM. 

TATEYAH  TOP A 
POB  85825 

SEATTLE  WASH  98105 
PA3 UTA@AOL.COM 
"Article"  by 
Karen  Timentwa 
(words  (approx)  800 
Start;  ASAP 
Press  Release 
Lecture 

Thomas  Banyacya,  a messenger  for  the  prophecies  of  the  Traditional  Hopi 
people  and  Grace  Smith  Yellow-Hammer,  Navajo  (Dineh)  Elder  from  the  Big  Mtn. 
Az.  area,  will  be  speaking  and  presenting  a Navajo  Rug  show  and  sale  at: 

ST.  lOHN'S  LUTHERAN  CHURCH,  5515  Phinney  Ave,  N.  Seattle,  Wa . 

Thursday  May  22nd,  1997,  7 pm  - 10  pm 

$5  - $20  donation  at  the  door,  no  one  turned  away  for  lack  of  funds. 

For  More  info:  206-722-1910  or  Pajuta@aol.com 

In  the  early  1940 's  there  were  four  men  chosen  by  the  Traditional  Hopi 
Leaders  to  carry  the  message  of  the  Hopi  people.  Thomas  Banyacya  is  the 
remaining  messenger  of  the  four  men  chosen.  Since  1948,  he  has  traveled 
the  world  warning  that  our  civilization  is  pressing  too  far  into 
technological  development  without  remembering  to  remain  in  balance  with 
the  Earth. 

The  Hopi  have  remained  faithful  to  the  instructions  of  the  Great  Spirit, 
Massau;u  up  to  this  time.  He  has  given  us  many  prophecies.  It  was  said  by 
Massau;u  that  if  and  when  a gourd  of  ashes  is  dropped  on  the  earth,  that 
many  humans  will  die  and  that  the  end  of  the  materialistic  way  of  life  is 
near  at  hand.  We  interpret  this  as  the  dropping  of  the  bomb  on  Hiroshima 
and  Nagasaki.  We  do  not  want  to  see  this  happen  again,  here  or  any  place 
on  our  Mother  Earth. 

Today  almost  all  the  prophecies  have  come  to  pass.  Hopi  and  other  Native 
peoples  were  warned  that  no  man  should  bring  back  anything  to  earth  from 
the  moon.  It  will  create  unbalance  of  natural  and  universal  laws  and  cause 
severe  Earthquakes,  Floods,  Hailstorms,  Season  changes  and  Famines.  This 
is  now  happening.  Most  people  have  strayed  from  from  the  life  plan  shown 
them  by  Massau:u.  These  signs  tell  us  that  we  are  nearing  the  end  of  our 
life  patterns,  we  are  coming  to  the  time  of  the  purifiers  who  were 
commissioned  by  the  Great  Spirit  to  stop  this  destruction  of  self  and 
Nature. 

We  do  not  have  an  alternative  to  this.  Human  kind  has  a chance  to  change 
the  direction  of  this  movement,  to  do  a "round-a-bout"  turn,  and  to  move 
in  the  direction  of  Peace,  Harmony  and  Respect  for  land  and  life.  The  time 
is  right  now. 

The  Hopi  know  that  humans  will  harness  solar,  wind  and  Natural  energies, 
how  ever,  if  these  energies  are  misused  the  Earth  will  be  engulfed  in 
flames.  We  must  bring  back  the  level  of  life  where  land  is  free,  water  is 
free,  with  freedom  of  Spiritual  understanding. 

We  are  searching  for  the  right  way,  living  the  truth  and  peaceful  way  of 
harmony  with  each  other  and  with  nature,  the  clouds,  the  rain,  the 
animals,  the  plant  life.  We  are  all  part  of  it  - we  cannot  break  away 
from  that  We  are  going  to  have  to  understand  this  so  that  we  can  look  at 
each  other.  We  are  just  like  the  trees  out  there.  All  different  people 
with  different  colors,  different  languages  and  ways  of  expression.  We  are 
just  like  any  other  part  of  nature  that  surround  us.  This  we  must 
understand . 

When  humankind  put  more  emphasis  on  material  than  spiritual  things,  when 
the  laws  of  nature  were  interfered  with  and  ignored  and  the  world  of 
Atlantis  was  destroyed,  a few  spiritual  people  who  adhered  to  the  powers 
of  the  Great  Spirit  were  allowed  to  survive.  These  people  are  the 


ancestors  of  those  who  have  carried  the  knowledge  that  is  the  Hopi 
spiritual  way. 

Hopi  means  "Peaceful  People"....  the  truest  and  greatest  power  is  the 
strength  of  Peace....  because  Peace  is  the  will  of  the  Great  Spirit. 

( Taken  from  a talk  given  by  Thomas  Banyacya) 

Grace  Smith  Yellow-Hammer , describes  herself  as  a communicator  for  the 
Traditional  Navajo  (Dineh)  Elders  of  Big  Mtn  Arizona,  (270  Elders)  who  are 
being  forced  into  relocation.  She  is  not  a spokesperson  for  them  as  there 
in  no  real  one  spokesperson  as  they  all  work  together.  She  is  just  one  of 
the  chosen  ones  to  do  this  Spiritual  work,  we  are  a Traditional  people. 

Dust  like  Thomas  Banyacya  (Interpreter  for  the  Hopi  Prophecies)  was  chosen 
by  the  Hopi  Religious  leaders  to  carry  their  message  of  Peace,  Harmony  and 
Balance,  I have  been  chosen  to  carry  the  message  of  my  Dineh  Elders. 

The  struggle  is  was  brought  us  here,  we  did  not  want  to  be  here  like  this 
We  come  to  educate  the  public  about  our  struggle,  we  go  where  people 
invite  us.  We  are  the  communicators  for  our  Traditional  Elders,  if  you 
want  to  help,  and  offer  your  support  we  will  carry  that  message  back  to 
our  Elders.  Then  they  will  discuss  it  and  if  you  come  from  a true,  honest 
and  Peaceful  place  they  will  accept  your  help. 

Many  of  our  Navajo  Elders  have  never  gone  to  school  and  only  speak  our 
Dineh  (Navajo)  language,  we  are  a Spiritual,  Peaceful  and  Traditional 
people.  We  defend  our  Mother  Earth  and  the  Environet.  We  are  not 
preachers,  we  just  talk  about  our  Traditional  ways  and  hope  that  you  will 
understand  and  support  us. 

Grace  will  be  bringing  with  her  Navajo  rugs  woven  by  the  families  living 
there  at  Big  Mtn.  and  the  outlying  areas  for  sale  to  the  public,  to  help 
support  the  people  there. 

We  would  like  to  invite  all  Native  Peoples  and  Organizations,  Church 
groups.  Social  Change  Organizations  and  Individuals  working  towards  Peace 
and  a World  in  Balance  to  come  hear  the  message  of  the  Hopi  and  Navajo 
People. 

This  event  is  sponsored  by  TATEYAH  TOPA  and  Co-Sponsored  by  Support  for 
Native  Sovereignty,  the  LRC,  and  the  University  Unitarian  Church's  Racial 
& Cultural  Diversity  Committee  and  Native  American  Task  Force. 

"RE : Exxon  and  Mole  Lake"  

Date:  Mon,  19  May  1997  14:51:14  -0700 

From:  ien@igc.apc.org  (Indigenous  Environmental  Network) 

Sub j : Mole  Lake  takeover 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

The  following  items  are  being  forwarded  by  the  Indigenous 
Environmental  Network  (IEN)  for  dissemination. 

Item  No.  1: 

URGENT  ALERT:  MAY  17,  1997 

EXXON  DESTABILIZES  CHIPPEWA  COMMUNITY 

Witnesses/Observers  Bail  Funds  Needed  Letters  and  Calls  Wanted 
On  May  1,  1997  members  of  the  Mole  Lake  Chippewa  Reservation  in 
northwestern  Wisconsin  began  an  occupation  of  their  tribal  administration 
offices  charging  wrongdoing  and  influence  peddling  by  Wisconsin  Governor 
Tommy  Thompson  and  the  Exxon  Minerals  Corporation  who  have  a partnership 
with  Canadian  mining  giant  Rio  Algom.  Exxon/Rio  Algom  are  midway  through 
a permit  to  develop  one  of  the  largest  metallic  sulfide  mines  (2,000)  feet 
deep  shaft)  next  to  the  Mole  Lake  Chippewa  Reservation,  endangering  their 
sacred  wild  rice  beds,  surrounding  waters,  and  the  entire  Wolf  River  system 
The  grassroots  tribal  members  are  convinced  that  Exxon  has  already 
infiltrated  their  tribal  administration  and  by  occupying  the  tribal 
offices  have  declared  NO  MORE  BUSINESS  AS  USUAL.  They've  called  for  a 
number  of  agencies  to  investigate  these  charges  and  to  root  out  any  undue 
and  illegal  influence  affecting  their  survival.  This  action,  while  it  has 
created  some  new  interest  in  their  concerns,  remains  extremely  tense.  The 


tribal  government,  ignoring  their  constitutional  duty  to  hear  the  widespread 
complaints,  have  instead  issued  eviction  notices  and  have  filed  charges  of 
criminal  trespass.  Though  no  arrests  have  yet  been  made  those  inside  have 
been  summarily  fired  from  their  jobs  and  threats  to  take  away  personal 
property  and  land  assignments  have  been  issued. 

They  ask  that  pressure  be  put  on  the  Department  of  Interior,  the 
Department  of  Justice  and  other  agencies  for  a thorough  investigation. 
Because  of  allegations  of  misuse  of  casino  funds  the  National  Indian 
Gaming  Board  is  also  investigation  Mole  Lake.  Additional  concerns  of  US 
EPA  collusion  is  also  surfacing. 

Please  contact  the  following: 

* Tom  LeClaire,  DOJ  Office  of  Tribal  Justice  - 633  Indiana  Ave.  NW, 

* Washington  DC  20531  PH:  202/616-3205  FAX:  202/514-7805 

* Doris  Popple,  NIGA  (Gaming  Bd)  : 202/632-7003 

* Wisconsin  Department  of  Justice,  Gary  Hamblin:  608/266-1671 

* US  EPA  Office  of  Environmental  Justice:  800/962-6215 

* Dept,  of  Interior,  BIA,  Ashland  WI  54806  - 715/682-4527 

* Mole  Lake  Tribal  Government,  Rt.  1,  Box  625,  Crandon  WI  54520 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: 

* Midwest  Treaty  Network:  Walt  Bresette,  PH/Fax:  715/779-5071 

* Indigenous  Environmental  Network  WEB  SITE:  http://www.alphacdc.com/ien 

* (also  see  LINKS  at  IEN  site  for  Midwest  Treaty  Network  and  Menominee 

* Nation);  E-mail:  ien@igc.apc.org  - phone  218/751-4967  FAX: 218/751-0561 . 

* Mole  Lake  Concerned  Tribal  Members:  715/367-2902 

Item  No.  2: 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  May  10,  1997  Walt  Bresette,  Red  Cliff  Lake  Superior 
Chippewa 

TREATY  LEGAL  DEFENSE  FUND  TO  BEGIN  Because  of  the  may  tribal  members  who 
have  taken  direct  action  regarding  treaty  rights  a Treaty  Legal  Defense 
Fund  is  needed.  Such  a fund,  discussed  at  an  Anishinabe  Niijii  meeting 
earlier  this  year,  will  be  used  in  support  of  actions  which  move  forward 
the  protection  of  treaties  or  help  clarify  treaties  as  a tool  to  protect 
the  environment  of  Ceded  Territory.  The  fund's  account  will  be  set  up  in 
a local  bank  where  people  will  be  able  to  make  direct  deposits.  Elders 
from  Red  Cliff  and  members  of  the  Waub  Ojeeg  Institute  for  Cultural 
Preservation  will  temporarily  oversee  the  accounting  of  these  funds;  a 
more  permanent  fund  system  will  be  established  in  the  next  months  for 
Ceded  Territory.  Until  then,  people  can  send  contributions  to  the  Treaty 
Defense  Fund  c/o  Walt  Bresette,  Route  1,  Box  117,  Bayfield,  WI  54814  or 
phone  715/779-5071.  # # # # # 

WITNESSES  NEEDED  AT  MOLE  LAKE  Because  of  increased  tensions  on  the  Mole 
lake  Reservation,  I call  upon  all  sides  to  open  direct  dialogue,  and  to 
seek  ways  for  a peaceful  mediation  and  resolution  of  this  situation. 

Until  such  avenues  are  opened  there  is  a need  for  trained  observers  to 
monitor  the  situation  so  that  no  Mole  Lake  members  or  local  citizens  face 
hostile  action.  I urge  trained  witness  for  Non-violence  members  to  make 
themselves  available;  they  can  contact  me  at  the  northern  office  of 
Witness  for  Non-violence,  Route  1,  Box  117,  Bayfield  WI  54814  or  by 
calling  715/779-5071. 

Item  No.  3: 

News  Release  May  9.  1997  by  Walt  Bresette  Lake  Superior  Chippewa  - Red 
Cliff 

MOLE  LAKE  OCCUPATION  WILL  STRENGTHEN  ANTI-EXXON  ALLIANCE 

The  horses  are  out  of  the  barn  at  Mole  Lake.  It's  time  to  round  them  up, 
repair  the  barn  door,  and  resume  the  battle  against  Exxon  and  their 
buddies  who  wish  to  turn  northern  Wisconsin  into  a mining  district. 

The  current  struggle  at  Mole  Lake  has  external  factors  and  implications. 
All  the  charges  leveled  need  to  be  aired  and  dealt  with.  It  is  premature 
to  assign  guilt  or  wrongdoing,  but  the  charges  must  find  a proper  venue, 
not  simply  denied  or  covered-up. 

This  unfortunate  situation  for  the  Mole  Lake  community  should  not  blind 


the  anti-Exxon  allies  from  continuing  the  momentum  forward.  In  the  end, 
the  airing  of  these  charges  will  strengthen  the  alliance;  to  ignore  them 
will  weaken  our  resolve. 

Serious  charges  which  may  have  compromised  the  Exxon  permit  process  and 
the  Mole  Lake  Air  Quality  permit  need  to  be  investigated. 

Potential  undo  influence  over  tribal  leaders  by  the  Thompson-Klauser 
administration  needs  to  be  clarified. 

And  Mole  Lake's  leadership  in  the  alliance  needs  to  be  restored.  The 
charges  against  the  Ackley  administration , unless  properly  aired  and 
resolved,  contaminates  the  trust  needed  in  the  alliance. 

What  some  Mole  Lake  tribal  members  have  done  is  express  exasperation 
against  what  they  believe  is  outside  influence,  bad  internal  policy  and 
potential  illegal  activities.  They  also  say  their  tribal  government  has 
refused  to  act  on  these  concerns,  so  they  took  action  themselves. 

This  is  not  surprising,  nor  is  it  new;  it  happens  regularly  around  Indian 
Country.  What  is  surprising  is  that  similar  action  didn't  occur  at  the 
Wisconsin  town  of  Nashville  when  Exxon  held  that  building  hostage, 
refusing  to  allow  duly  elected  town  members  to  take  office. 

What  is  surprising  is  that  despite  Dim  Klauser's  well-known  and  documented 
influence  peddling,  state  citizens  have  not  reclaimed  control  over  their 
government . 

So  while  we  shouldn't  rush  to  judgment  against  the  Ackley  Administration, 
let's  not  find  those  inside  the  building  guilty  either.  Reports  are 
surfacing  that  arrests  may  soon  occur.  By  turning  this  simply  into  a law 
enforcement  action  ignores  serious  concerns. 

Usually  where  there  is  smoke,  perhaps  there's  fire.  While  in  a circle 
inside  the  building  one  (Mole  Lake)  elder  spoke:  "We  have  a short  in  our 
attic,"  he  said,  using  a familiar  metaphor.  "Unless  we  find  where  it's  at 
and  repair  it  now,  there  will  be  a fire." 

I call  upon  the  Mole  Lake  Tribal  Council,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and 
other  appropriate  agencies  to  help  find  the  proper  venues  for  the  charges 
being  raised  by  Mole  Lake  Members. 

I also  call  upon  those  inside  to  allow  objective  observers  to  document 
this  situation.  I ask  any  trained  Witness  for  Non-Violence  members  to 
schedule  time  at  Mole  Lake. 

The  stakes  are  too  high  for  friends  and  neighbors  to  be  silent;  what 
happened  at  Madison,  Town  of  Nashville  and  now  Mole  Lake  and  Lac  du 
Flambeau  foreshadows  other  communities  in  an  era  of  influence  peddling  by 
deep-pocketed  mining  interests. 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network  P.0.  Box  485  Bemidji,  MN  56619 
Ph:  (218)  751-4967  Fax:  (218)  751-0561  e-mail:  ien@igc.apc.org 
web  page:  http://www.alphacdc.com/ien 

— "RE:  Mole  Lake  Takeover"  

Date:  Fri,  2 May  1997  12:27:31  -0700 

From:  alex@scicom.alphacdc.com  (Alexandria  Lord) 

Sub j : Mole  Lake  takeover 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

May  1,  1997 

from:  Bill  Koenen,  Mole  Lake  tribal  member 
contact  number:  (715)  478-2604  - 

Mole  Lake  Tribal  Building  - Punch  "0"  during  the  recording 


Concerned  Tribal  Members  of  the  Mole  Lake  So 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  May  28  01:26:09  1997 
Date:  Tue,  27  May  1997  20:13:13  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.022 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NASC,  Innu-L,  NAT-FILM,  Taino-L  & 
Native-L  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Once  I was  in  Victoriaj  and  I saw  a very  large  house.  They  told  me 
it  was  a bankj  and  that  the  white  men  place  their  money  there  to  be 
taken  care  of,  and  that  by  and  by  they  got  it  back,  with  interest." 

"We  are  Indians,  and  we  have  no  such  bank;  but  when  we  have  plenty  of 
money  or  blankets,  we  give  them  away  to  other  chiefs  and  people,  and 
by  and  by  they  return  them,  with  interest,  and  our  hearts  feel  good. 

Our  way  of  giving  is  our  bank." 

Chief  Maquinna,  Nootka 
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+-  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 


| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
t to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  ( 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

| States  Constitution,  | 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I ran  this  quote  in  the  last  issue: 

"My  mother  told  me,  'Every  part  of  Earth  is  sacred  to  our  people.  Every 
pine  needle;  every  sandy  shore;  every  mist  in  the  dark  woods;  every 
meadow  and  humming  insect. .All  are  holy  in  the  memory  of  our  people." 

Chief  Seattle,  Nee-mee-poo 

and  received  this  response  from  Ted  Burton  <mukkwashim@mccall . id . us> : 

The  Nee-mee-poo  or  Nimipu  are  Anglo'd  as  Nez  Perce,  of  Eastern  Washington, 
Northeast  Oregon,  Northern  & Central  Idaho. 

I am  not  familiar  which  Puget  Sound  area  tribe  your  quotation  comes  from, 
but  it  is  not  Nimipu. 

I thank  Ted  for  this  correction.  It  is  not  unusual  to  find  quotes 
misattributed  to  Chief  Seattle.  The  reference  I use,  though,  is  usually 
reliable.  The  lesson  is  to  always  be  cautious.  Again,  my  thanks  to  Ted. 

Recently  there  has  been  discussion  on  some  lists  about  an  incident  that 
occurred  at  Etowah  Mounds,  a Georgia  State  Park  that  is  a preserved  Native 
site,  when  a Cherokee  Elder  was  threatened  at  gunpoint  for  seeking  to  pray 
on  the  anniversary  of  the  beginning  of  the  Trail  of  Tears.  I have  been 
granted  permission  to  print  the  comments  of  that  Elder: 

> This  weekend  marks  the  completion  of  a full  cycle,  four  seasons,  since 
>1  was  refused  admittance  to  pray.  As  I always  do  at  the  completion  of  a 
>cycle,  I reflect  back  and  try  to  learn  from  each  thing  that  affects  my 
>life. 

> And  what  I have  learned  it  this. 

> Mankind  has  not  advanced  since  this  event.  Mankind  has  not  learned 
>from  the  dishonor  they  did  by  refusal  to  allow  a person  to  stand  in 
>sacredness  on  a land  that  my  ancestors  died  for. 

> I look  around  and  what  I see  are  my  Brothers  and  Sisters  who  have  lost 
>their  homeland  at  Big  Mountain.  Elders  being  beaten  on  sacred  Seneca 
>lands.  Forests  being  cut  down,  waters  poisoned,  children  starving, 

>Sacred  leaders  harmed. 

> My  heart  is  sad  for  man  has  still  not  learned  the  consequences  of  his 
>actions.  Birds  fly  in  tainted  air,  flying  slower  and  lower  as  they 
>struggle  to  survive.  Indian  babies  are  still  born  with  higher  rates  of 
>birth  defects  than  any  other  culture.  Suicide  rates  are  still  climbing 
>as  our  young  people  are  unable  to  adjust  to  the  dictates  of  the 
oppressive  culture. 

> I still  cannot  stand  without  a permit  to  pray,  at  a site  my  Ancestors 
>shed  blood  for. 

> Mankind  has  not  yet  learned,  and  the  time  is  growing  shorter  to  heal 
>what  precious  little  is  left  to  us  all. 

> It  is  not  a matter  of  skin  color,  nor  is  it  a matter  of  religious 
>belief.  It  goes  far  deeper  than  this,  7 levels  deeper. 

> Mankind  in  his  greed  has  reached  a point  that  it  is  now  impossible  to 
>bring  things  back  to  their  original  state. 

> Sacred  Buffalo  are  now  slaughtered. 

> The  Washichu  Government  is  taking  back  our  sacred  lands. 

> We  walk  on  lands  destroyed  by  mining. 

> Mankind  has  not  learned. 


on  2 December  93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


> Until  they  learn  that  no  one  person,  no  one  government,  no  one  culture 
>can  stand  alone  and  survive,  then  we  shall  all  perish  together. 

> The  government  of  this  country  will  not  hear  our  cries.  Perhaps  soon 
>the  governments  of  other  countries  shall. 

> We  are  requesting  of  other  governments  that  a world  tribunal  be  setup 
>to  try  the  United  States  Government  for  acts  of  atrocity  upon  the  People 
>of  the  World. 

> We  take  our  messages  to  the  world  Peoples. 

> For  me,  the  lesson  at  the  end  of  this  cycle  is  this: 

> The  world  must  know  that  they  still  insist  on  a permit  to  pray,  and  I 
>shall  speak  the  words  to  them. 

> Perhaps,  just  perhaps,  next  Memorial  Day  I shall  be  allowed  to  stand  on 
>those  lands  and  offer  cedar,  corn,  sage  to  my  Grandmothers,  as  they  for 
>centuries  past,  offered. 

> The  greatest  lesson  for  me  is  to  not  quit. 

> I have  learned  well  from  it. 

> There  shall  be  an  accountability,  and  I shall  not  stop  until  someone  in 
>the  washichu  government  says  the  words  they  have  refused  to  speak  since 
>they  murdered  Crazy  Horse  in  1877. 

> We  are  sorry 

> and 

> We  shall  never  do  it  again. 

As  you  read  the  articles  regarding  the  situation  in  New  York,  keep  this 
late  news  in  mind.  Convenience  store  operators  in  New  York  have  filed  suit 
to  stop  the  agreement  between  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Native  Nations. 

Two  thoughts  keep  occurring  to  me: 

- Isn't  it  strange  how  the  accord  was  reached  just  in  time  to  open  up 
New  York  highways  to  Memorial  Day  traffic,  and  halted  immediately  after? 

- Why  are  these  accords  necessary?  Does  New  York  not  honor  the  treaties 
made  between  the  United  States  and  the  Six  Nations?  If  it  does  NOT,  isn't 
it  the  responsibility  of  the  lustice  Department  to  enforce  compliance? 

I must  sadly  report  another  precious  Elder  has  been  lost  to  the  People. 
Respected  Elder,  Grandmother  Alice  Benally  of  the  Dine  who  brought  the  Sun 
Dance  to  Big  Mountain,  has  crossed  over.  Those  that  knew  her  were  blessed 
with  her  strength  and  life's  beauty.  She  will  be  extremely  missed  in  the 
future  time. 

Dim  Steele  <lswordy@aol . com>  sends  the  following: 

Hau  Gary: 

Floyd  Hand,  the  Lakota  spiritual  interpreter  who  has  asked  for  Internet 
users  to  help  him  prevent  the  buffalo  slaughter  at  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  now  has  his  home  page  up.  The  address  is  http://www.dink.com/floyd 
The  page  has  texts  from  Mr.  Hand  on  native  spirituality  and  the  visions 
he  has  received  from  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Woman  of  coming  times,  as  well 
as  links  to  a few  selected  sites,  including  the  one  that  indexes  the  news 
stories  about  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  in  laynesville,  Wis.  Mr.  Hand's 
address  and  phone  number  are  also  there. 

The  page  is  in  working  order  now,  and  additional  postings  and  graphics 
will  be  added  to  it  in  the  future. 

I would  appreciate  it  if  you  would  include  this  in  your  next  issue. 
Pilamaya!  Toksa  ake, 

Dim  Steele 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks(3gte. net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

6.1.1975  Kenneth  Little  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 
Investigation  still  "pending." 

6.4.1976  Kevin  Hill  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by  "party  or 
parties  unknown." 

Investigation  "still  open." 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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RE:  Peltier's  Health 


Date:  Wed,  21  May  1997  15:02:49  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : Urgent--Peltier ' s Health  5-20  -Forwarded 
- - FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

On  Monday,  March  19th,  Leonard  Peltier  was  informed  by  a physician's 
assistant  that  an  error  was  discovered  on  blood  work  which  was  done  a couple 
of  months  ago.  Leonard  was  told  that  he  tested  positive  for  Hepatitis  B. 
Originally  at  the  time  of  this  blood  work,  Leonard  was  told  that  everything 
was  okay. 

It  is  imperative  for  all  concerned  with  the  health,  safety,  and  well  being 
of  Leonard,  to  immediately  call  for  a new  blood  test.  Additionally,  we  all 
need  to  request  a qualified  physician  to  administer,  view,  interpret,  and 
disclose  the  results  at  once. 

Warden  Page  True,  USP  Leavenworth,  Box  1000,  LVN,  KS  66048  (913)682-8700 

Kathleen  Hawk,  Bureau  of  Prisons,  Hole  Bldg,  320  1st  ST  NW,  Washington, 

DC  20534  (202)514-2000,  (913)514-6867  (fax) 

Attorney  General  lanet  Reno,  Dept  of  Dustice,  10th  & Constitution, 
Washington,  DC  20530  (202)514-4371 

"RE : Mohawk  Chiefs  Proposals"  

Date:  Wed,  21  May  1997  14:46:01  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  bfl45@freenet . carleton . ca  (Allen  Gabriel) 

Sub j : MNCC  Press  Release 


UUCP  email 


PRESS  RELEASE 

MOHAWK  NATION  COUNCIL  OF  CHIEFS  RELEASES  ITS  PROPOSALS  TO  RESOLVE  CONFLICT 
WITH  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK 

(AKWESASNE  MAY  21,  1997)  The  Mohawk  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs  has 
completed  its  analysis  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  Agreement  between  the 
State  of  New  York  and  the  Haudenosaunee.  Also  released  was  a summary  of 
Council's  vision  for  the  long-term  self-sufficiency  of  the  Haudenosaunee. 

A review  of  the  document  has  brought  us  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
proposed  agreement , in  its  current  form,  is  unacceptable  to  our  Council. 
While  several  aspects  of  the  proposal  have  merit,  our  sovereignty  and  our 
responsibilities  to  Creation  and  the  future  generations  have  not  been 
adequately  addressed. 

The  current  situation  volatile.  Tensions  are  high,  emotions  are  raw  and 
we  are  beginning  to  witness  needless  acts  of  violence.  We  need  to  seek 
creative  solutions  that  will  benefit  our  people  as  a whole  and  it  is  with 
that  in  mind  that  we  present  our  vision  of  the  future  to  the  public. 

Western  politicians  are  often  motivated  by  public  opinion.  We  hope  people 
will  support  our  proposals  and  pressure  their  representatives  to  continue 
to  negotiate  towards  fair,  just  and  long-term  solutions. 

We  are  launching  a strategy  to  get  this  information  to  as  many  people  as 
possible.  Council  intends  to  reach  out  to  citizens  of  the  Haudenosaunee, 

New  York  State,  the  United  States  and  other  countries  around  the  world  to 
see  if  there  is  support  for  our  vision. 

The  principles  at  the  heart  of  any  agreement  should  be  sound.  We  believe 
the  following  should  form  the  basis  of  our  approach  to  discussions: 

- we  have  rights  and  we  don't  apologize  for  having  them. 

- negotiations  should  be  based  on  true  mutual  recognition  and  respect  and 
should  affirm  the  respective  sovereignty  of  the  parties. 

- negotiations  should  contribute  to  the  re-establishment  of  relations 
between  governments.  Such  a relationship  can  lead  to  the  resolution  of 
other  issues,  including  land  rights,  hunting  rights,  etc. 

- a true  nation-to-nation  agreement  would  be  based  on  the  principles  of 
the  Kaswentah.  It  would  involve  negotiations  between  the  U.S.  (with  the 
State  as  part  of  their  delegation)  and  the  Haudenosaunee  as  a whole. 

- a good  agreement  would  ensure  that  the  proceeds  generated  through  the 
exercise  of  our  collective  rights  go  substantially  to  the  communities. 

- a good  agreement  must  provide  the  Haudenosaunee  the  opportunity  to  work 
on  a long  term  transition  that  will  break  our  dependence  on  foreign 
governments  and  allow  us  to  achieve  self-sufficiency  (true  sovereignty). 

- a good  agreement  should  help  us  avoid  confrontations  which  involve 
unnecessary  risk  and  possible  injury.  It  should  promote  the  potential  to 
create  peace  and  prosperity  and  that's  what  the  confederacy  is  about. 

In  order  to  address  the  issues  in  an  organized  manner,  we  (the 
Haudenosaunee)  have  to  ask  ourselves  some  basic  questions. 

- are  we  able  to  come  together  on  this  issue,  or  will  we  continue  to 
participate  in  the  divide  and  conquer  strategies  that  the  colonizers  have 
used  against  us  for  years? 

- are  we  ready  to  deal  with  the  issues  as  the  Kaianerekowa  intends  -- 
looking  after  the  interests  of  the  next  generations  as  well  as  our  own? 

We  look  forward  to  participating  in  a process  where  all  concerned  can 
adopt  a long  term  vision  for  the  future  a vision  that  we  can  communicate 
to  the  world  and  which  will  lead  us  back  to  peaceful  and  respectful 
relations . 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Mohawk  Nation  Council  Office: 

(518)  358-3381. 

Attachments : 

Highlights  of:  the  Agreement 

Summary  of:  Community  Development  in  Keeping  With  our  Ways 
<<<<  Attachment  #1  >>>> 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE  AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  THE 
HAUDENOSAUNEE  --  HIGHLIGHTS  FOR  PUBLIC  DISCUSSION 


Prepared  by  the  Mohawk  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs 


May  1997 


INTRODUCTION 

These  highlights  are  presented  in  order  to  simplify  the  contents  and 
implications  of  the  recently  released  document  entitled.  Trade  and 
Commerce  Agreement  Between  the  State  of  New  York  and  the  Haudenosaunee. 

It  is  important  for  everyone  to  engage  in  an  informed  public  dialogue  on 
this  vital  issue.  We  hope  our  views  make  a constructive  contribution  to 
identifying  a process  to  lead  us  out  of  this  intolerable  situation. 

It  may  well  be  that  there  is  other  information  that  was  unavailable  at 
time  of  writing  and,  therefore,  was  not  considered  in  this  exercise.  The 
agreement  has  been  released  to  the  public,  however,  and  reaction  will  be 
based  on  that  document. 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  TRADE  AND  COMMERCE 

SECTIONS  III,  IV,  V,  VI,  VIII,  IX,  X,  XI  AND  XIII 

If  all  we  want  is  to  administer  the  cigarette  and  tobacco  trade  in  our 
communities,  the  nuts  and  bolts  of  this  agreement  can  help  us  do  that. 

The  licensing,  stamping,  distribution  and  compliance  clauses  are  fairly 
standard.  They  offer  the  potential  to  distribute  benefits  generated 
through  the  exercise  of  our  rights  more  widely  rather  than  concentrate 
wealth  in  the  hands  of  a few  individuals. 

If  the  regulation  of  this  industry  was  the  primary  focus  of  this 
agreement,  we  would  have  no  need  to  analyze  it  further.  The  negotiators 
did  well  with  these  clauses. 

However,  there  is  considerably  more  at  stake  with  this  agreement  than 
trade  in  tobacco  products.  It  is  these  clauses  which  need  to  be  examined 
more  closely. 

SECTION  I:  THE  PREAMBLE 

The  preamble  opens  by  stating  that  this  agreement  is  made  in  the  spirit 
of  the  Canandaigua  Treaty  of  1794,  in  order  to  further  the  mutual  respect, 
peace  and  friendship  that  exists  between  the  Haudenosaunee  and  State  of 
New  York. 

Later  in  the  preamble,  though,  it  is  clearly  stated  that  "the  fact  that 
the  State  of  New  York  has  signed  this  Agreement  should  not  be  interpreted 
as  any  indication  that  the  State  is  ratifying  the  1794  Canandaigua 
Treaty. 

Further,  this  agreement  is  not  based  on  the  nation-to-nation  principle 
articulated  in  the  Kaswentah  which  we've  always  held  to.  It  is  an 
administrative  agreement  between  the  New  York  State  and  a few 
federally-recognized  tribes.  The  Haudenosaunee  is  not  being  recognized  as 
a whole. 

SECTION  II.  IMPLEMENTATION  JURISDICTION) 

The  relationship  recognized  here  is  not  balanced. 

Article  II  (B)  states:  "This  Agreement  shall  not  constitute  a waiver  or 
relinquishment  of  any  sovereign  or  statutory  powers  or  immunities  now 
possessed  by  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  State  of  New  York  shall  retain 
all  the  jurisdiction  it  currently  possesses,  nor  shall  it  constitute  a 
waiver  or  relinquishment  of  any  of  the  rights  privileges  or  immunities 
afforded  to  citizens  of  New  York  or  the  United  States  of  America." 

For  its  part,  "The  State  agrees  not  to  interfere  with  the  Haudenosaunee 
Nations'  exercise  of  its  jurisdiction." 

The  state's  statutory  power  is  recognized  but  not  the  Haudenosaunee ' s . 

As  well,  this  agreement  allows  the  State  of  New  York  to  erode  the 
Haudenosaunee  Confederacy  by  referring  to  "each  Haudenosaunee  Nation", 
while  meaning  only  the  federally-recognized  tribes. 

There  is  also  an  explicit  distinction  made  between  New  York  State  and 
U.S.  citizens  and  "members"  of  the  Haudenosaunee  nations.  A refusal  to  use 
the  term  'citizen'  when  referring  to  the  Haudenosaunee  further  diminishes 
our  status  according  to  the  Kaswentah. 

SECTION  VII.  PARITY 

For  the  purposes  of  this  agreement,  parity  is  intended  to  establish  the 


mythical  "level  playing  field"  with  off-territory  convenience  stores  in 
terms  of  tobacco  products.  It  ignores  that  the  larger  economic  playing 
field  among  the  territories  is  far  from  level. 

In  exchange  for  our  getting  the  lion's  share  of  the  responsibilities  and 
obligations,  we  lose  an  important  source  of  revenue  (gasoline).  These 
revenues  could  have  been  channeled  back  into  the  communities  and  invested 
towards  the  future  growth  and  self-sufficiency  of  our  people. 

We  will  be  responsible  for  the  cost  and  burden  of  the  administration  of 
licensing  and  regulatory  approvals,  and  the  reporting  and  accounting  to 
the  State.  It  seems  unlikely  that  licensing  fees  and  the  .256  per  carton 
fee  will  be  able  to  cover  the  cost  of  that  administration. 

The  concession  on  fuel  also  eliminates  the  opportunity  for  the 
Haudenosaunee  to  explore  environmentally  safer  options  such  as  ethanol  and 
methane  fuels  and  better  storage  technologies.  It  also  prevents  someone 
who  wants  to  operate  according  to  stringent  environmental  standards 
(gas/service  station/convenience  store). 

SECTION  XII.  CHOICE  OF  FORUM/LAWS 

Any  dispute  between  the  Haudenosaunee  and  State  of  New  York  that  have 
gone  unresolved  for  more  than  sixty  days  will  be  sent  to  the  United  States 
Federal  Court  for  final  resolution. 

This  part  of  the  clause  is  very  damaging.  The  federally-recognized  tribes 
agree  to  submit  themselves  to  U.S.  law  rather  than  to  finding 
international  remedies. 

This  is  inconsistent  with  our  historically-held  position  on  our 
nationhood.  It  may  also  undermine  the  years  of  hard  work  that  has  been 
done  in  Geneva  to  have  our  nationhood  recognized  by  the  international 
community. 

SECTION  XIV.  SEVERABILITY 

If  one  or  more  of  the  clauses  (except  Section  VII,  the  one  on  parity)  are 
successfully  invalidated  in  any  court,  the  agreement  lives  on.  If, 
however,  any  part  of  Section  VII  is  invalidated  in  any  court,  the 
agreement  dies. 

If  the  agreement  dies,  and  the  parties  cannot  renegotiate  the  agreement 
within  six  (6)  months,  the  federally-recognized  tribes  agree  that  New  York 
State's  tax  regulations  will  apply  in  Haudenosaunee  territories. 

We  will  have  accepted  a foreign  government's  right  to  tax  us,  so  that  our 
money  will  again  be  going  into  their  pockets.  What  was  presented  as  a 
trade  and  commerce  agreement  becomes  a tax  compact. 

SECTION  XV.  GOVERNMENTAL  AUTHORITY 

The  question  here  is  whether  any  federally-recognized  tribes  can  legally 
enter  into  this  agreement  without  the  participation  of  the  Mohawk  and 
Cayuga  Nation  leadership  and  still  be  called  Haudenosaunee. 

<<<<  Attachment  #2  >>>> 

COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT  IN  KEEPING  WITH  OUR  WAYS  --  A SUMMARY  FOR  PUBLIC 
DISCUSSION 

Prepared  by  the  Mohawk  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs  May  1997 
MISSION  STATEMENT 

The  Mohawk  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs  believes  that  our  communities  can 
become  self-sustaining  and  healthy  only  by  promoting  growth  and  development 
in  a culturally-appropriate  manner. 

BACKGROUND 

Our  communities  have  been  dragged  and  beaten  over  the  centuries  into 
unwilling  submission  to  the  American  and  Canadian  economies.  These  systems 
promote  and  reward  consumption  and  exploitation.  They  encourage  greed. 

They  encourage  the  destruction  of  the  environment.  They  advocate  a 
throw-away  lifestyle  which  includes  people  as  well  as  things. 

Our  people,  even  those  who  have  adopted  the  American  and  Canadian  value 
system  as  their  own,  are  among  those  who  are  disposable.  We  are  all 
achingly  familiar  with  the  results:  diabetes,  heart  attacks,  suicide, 
addictions,  family  violence,  unemployment,  underemployment,  polluted  lands 


and  water,  substandard  housing  --  emotional  and  financial  poverty. 

Americans  and  Canadians  have  learned  to  consume  life  without  living  it 
well.  The  strong  influences  of  their  societies  have  caused  many  of  our 
people  to  adopt  their  ways.  In  essence,  our  communities  have  been  dragged 
across  the  three  beads  of  the  Kaswentah  and  into  their  boat. 

We  must  choose  whether  to  stay  in  their  boat,  as  our  band  councils  have 
done,  build  a boat  just  like  theirs,  as  many  of  our  business  people  have 
done,  or  make  the  journey  back  across  the  three  beads  to  our  canoe.  It  may 
well  be  that  the  canoe  is  now  made  of  cedar  or  fiberglass  because  the 
trees  we  used  for  bark  are  all  but  gone,  but  it  is  still  a canoe  and  it  is 
ours . 

The  Mohawk  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs  has  a vision  and  plan  for  beginning 
the  process  of  reclaiming  our  economy  and  providing  for  the  development, 
growth  and  viability  of  Rotinonsionni  communities  that  are  truly  healthy, 
self-sufficient  and  autonomous. 

PRINCIPLES 

- Our  ECONOMY  must  be  self-sustaining  and  developed  in  a culturally 
appropriate  manner.  We  must  promote  the  idea  that  a good  quality  of  life 
is  based  on  much  more  than  just  earning  a salary. 

- EDUCATION  is  more  than  churning  out  people  who  know  how  to  make  a living 
in  corporate  North  America.  We  must  promote  broad  bases  of  expertise  in 
our  communities  in  the  areas  which  will  provide  the  best  foundation  for 
independence  from  foreign  governments.  Individuals  will  know  their  place 
in  the  community,  their  rights  and  responsibilities  as  Rotinonsionni. 

They  will  be  valued  for  their  skills  and  gifts. 

- A healthy  ENVIRONMENT  means  having  a healthy  and  secure  place  to  live 
and  raise  our  children.  It  means  we  have  control  over  our  lands,  waters 
and  resources.  In  order  to  achieve  this,  our  activities  must  be  driven  by 
our  desire  to  heal  the  extended  family  of  our  communities.  It  is  essential 
that  we  focus  our  energy  on  restoring  the  institutions  that  once  allowed 
our  communities  to  flourish. 

PROPOSALS 

1.  Economic  activities  based  on  the  co-operative  model  are  an  effective 
tool  for: 

- increasing  the  viability  of  operations  that  promote  the  health  of  the 
community  over  a large  profit  margin; 

- instilling  a sense  of  community  involvement  and  ownership  in  community 
businesses; 

- developing  a broader  base  of  skills  among  the  population. 

POTENTIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  VENTURES:  organic  farming,  dairy  farming,  cheese 
and  yogurt-making,  aquaculture,  meat  farming,  sheep  farming  (including 
wool  gathering,  processing  and  weaving) 

2.  Apprenticeships  are  a vital  way  for  the  community  to  acquire  knowledge, 
not  just  services.  They  can  be  a driving  force  behind  changing  how  our 
people  are  educated  by: 

- making  apprenticeships  a necessary  condition  for  our  purchase  of  outside 
services  until  we  develop  our  own  "experts".  For  example,  if  we  hire  an 
outside  construction  firm  to  build  on  our  community,  we  insist  that  they 
take  on  some  of  our  carpentry  and  welding  students  as  apprentices  during 
the  construction;  if  we  are  using  outside  lawyers  to  process  our  land 
claims,  we  insist  they  use  our  law  students  and  paralegal  students  to  help 
them  with  their  research  and  in  negotiations; 

- encouraging  those  of  us  who  already  have  skills  to  take  on 
apprenticeships  from  within  our  community  for  a few  months  of  each  year 

- using  the  "co-op"  model  in  our  high  schools,  allowing  senior  students  to 
get  credits  for  working  with  members  of  the  community 

APPRENTICESHIP  AREAS:  skilled  trades,  licensing  people  and  inspectors, 
health  and  nutrition  fields,  legal  workers,  communications  and 
telecommunications,  environmental  assessment  and  remediation,  alternative 
housing,  cooking  and  preserving,  agribusiness,  finance  and  accounting, 
eco-tourism . 

3.  There  is  a pressing  need  for  Kanienkehaka-owned,  operated  and 


controlled  communications  industries.  The  mainstream  media  have  proven 
that  they  are  primarily  concerned  with  promoting  instant  gratification 
over  value.  We  are  bombarded  with  powerful  advertising  promoting  the 
consumption  of  junk  food,  Nintendo,  Air  Iordans,  infant  formula,  and 
lipstick.  The  corporate  owners  of  the  various  media  have  their  own  agenda 
--  and  it  conflicts  directly  with  our  goals  and  aspirations.  We  can: 

- add  to  our  already-working  print  media  and  radio  stations  by  promoting 
the  profile  of  role  models  (past  and  present)  in  our  communities-these 
would  be  along  the  lines  of  the  vignettes  Bob  Johnstone  does  on  CBC  radio. 
We  can  involve  our  students  in  researching  and  producing  these  vignettes, 
and  expand  them  to  other  media  as  we  progress; 

- look  at  the  establishment  of  our  own  television  production  facilities  or 
cable  programs.  Television  is  a powerful  and  effective  medium  which  we 
must  begin  to  use  to  promote  our  own  culture  and  vision; 

- we  can  look  at  developing  our  own  electronic  superhighway,  and  using  the 
Internet  to  educate  others  and  exchange  ideas  with  other  Aboriginal 
communities . 

CONCLUSION 

The  foregoing  are  discussion  points,  and  highlights,  from  a more 
comprehensive  vision  document.  We  recognize  that  there  will  be  a long 
period  of  transition  back  across  to  our  side  of  the  Kaswentah. 

Our  communities  will  need  to  determine  what  they  need  to  have  quality  of 
life,  and  what  they  can  do  without.  We  need  to  look  at  financing  our  drive 
for  healthy  self-sufficiency.  But  we  must  also  recognize  that,  with 
community  support,  this  is  a plan  that  is  viable.  It  can  empower  our 
people. 

There  is  a major  difference  between  getting  people  off  welfare  and 
promoting  growth  and  development  in  keeping  with  our  culture  and  values. 

It's  like  the  adage,  "Give  a man  a fish  and  he'll  feed  himself  once.  But 
teach  him  how  to  fish,  and  he'll  feed  himself  and  his  family  for  the  rest 
of  his  life." 

Community  and  nation  development  is  not  only  about  infrastructure  and 
profit.  It's  about  people,  and  it's  about  restoring  healthy  families  and  a 
strong  Confederacy. 
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Governor  Pitaki  Acts  to  Bring  Fairness  to  Indian  Nations 

Legislation  Respects  Sovereignty  of  Indian  Nations,  Resolves  Tax  Dispute 
Governor  George  E.  Pitaki  today  took  a series  of  steps  designed  to  bring 
fairness  to  Indian  Nations  by  resolving  the  historic  tax  disputes  that 
have  divided  New  Yorkers  and  Native  Americans  for  generations. 

"For  more  than  two  and  half  years,  I have  worked  to  balance  my  oath  of 
office  to  uphold  the  laws  of  our  state  with  my  profound  respect  for  the 
rights  of  all  people  and  for  the  sovereignty  of  the  Indian  Nations,"  the 
Governor  said.  "We  have  demonstrated  that  commitment  through  our  good- 
faith  negotiations  with  the  Indian  Nations.  We  sat  down  with  the  Indian 
leaders,  listened  to  their  concerns,  worked  on  our  differences,  attempted 
to  come  together,"  the  Governor  said. 

"And  we  did  have  some  significant  success.  We  reached  agreements  with 
six  of  the  Nations  --  sending  a message  to  all  New  Yorkers  and  Native 


Americans  alike  that  we  have  entered  a new  era  of  peaceful  cooperation. 

"The  federal  Department  of  Tribal  Justice  praised  these  agreements, 
calling  them  fair  and  creative  pacts  that  respected  the  sovereignty  of  the 
nations  and  my  obligation  to  uphold  the  law,"  Governor  Pitaki  said. 

"But  as  we  have  seen  in  recent  weeks,  this  issue  remains  extremely 
complex  and  continues  to  divide  us.  Various  Supreme  Court  and  other  court 
rulings  have  only  added  to  the  confusion  and  polarized  entire  communities. 

"That  is  not  the  resolution  we  have  sought,  nor  is  it  one  that  I will 
accept,"  the  Governor  said.  "And  it  is  not  the  solution  that  our  Indian 
Nation  partners  have  sought". 

In  an  effort  to  resolve  this  issue.  Governor  Pitaki  today  directed  the 
State  Department  of  Taxation  and  Finance  to  repeal  its  regulations 
governing  the  collection  of  taxes  from  gasoline  and  cigarette  sales  at 
reservations  stores.  In  addition,  the  Governor  today  sent  to  the  State 
Legislature  a bill  that  would  amend  the  State  Tax  Law  to  allow  reservation 
stores  to  sell  tax-free  gasoline  and  cigarettes.  "These  steps  will  allow 
the  Indian  Nations  to  manage  these  enterprises  on  their  own,  as  they  have 
for  decades,"  the  Governor  said.  "Let  me  make  my  message  to  all  Indian 
Nations  clear:  It  is  your  land,  we  respect  your  sovereignty  and,  if  the 
Legislature  acts  as  I am  requesting,  you  will  have  the  right  to  sell  tax- 
free  gasoline  and  cigarettes  free  from  interference  from  New  York  State. 

"For  centuries,  the  people  of  New  York  have  lived  side  by  side  with 
their  Native  American  neighbors;  working  together,  raising  families 
together,  going  to  school  together,"  Governor  Pitaki  said.  "It  should  be  a 
relationship  of  mutual  respect,  but  history  teaches  us  that  this  has  not 
always  been  true.  "No  New  Yorker  wants  to  see  their  neighbor  suffer  the 
indignity  that  comes  with  the  loss  of  hope  and  opportunity,"  the  Governor 
said.  "No  New  Yorker  wants  to  see  their  neighbor  struggling  to  find  work, 
struggling  to  provide  for  their  family,  struggling  to  build  a better  life 
for  their  children.  All  of  us  want  to  build  a better  future  for  our  State 
--  and,  I believe,  that  includes  the  Indian  Nations,  who,  though  sovereign 
nations,  are  our  neighbors." 

Governor  Pitaki  urged  the  State  Legislature  to  act  quickly  on  his  bill 
in  order  to  restore  fairness  to  the  Indian  Nations  and  bring  peace  to  the 
entire  region. 

"For  the  sake  of  unity,  for  the  sake  of  sovereignty,  for  the  sake  of 
fairness,  I strongly  urge  the  Legislature  to  pass  this  historic  bill  now," 
the  Governor  said.  "Make  no  mistake  about  it:  The  Indians'  needs  are  real 
and  all  New  Yorkers  must  be  sensitive  to  them."  Governor  Pitaki  said  he 
will  continue  to  work  with  Indian  Nations  to  resolve  outstanding  issues 
and  improve  the  relationship  on  a government-to-government  basis.  "When  I 
took  office,  I inherited  a series  of  problems  that,  on  their  face,  seemed 
so  intractable  that  they  were  beyond  resolution,"  Governor  Pitaki  said. 

"No  issue  was  more  complex  than  our  relationship  with  the  sovereign  Indian 
Nations,  who  have  had  to  overcome  discrimination,  economic  inequities,  and 
perhaps  worst  of  all,  that  their  calls  for  help  and  fairness  fell  on  deaf 
ears . 

"I  have  sought  to  improve  our  relationship  with  the  Indian  Nations.  I 
resolved  that  we  would  not  ignore  their  needs,  that  we  would  look  for  ways 
to  find  common  ground,"  the  Governor  said. 

"We  have  made  real  progress  in  resolving  this  issue,  but  as  we  have  seen 
in  recent  weeks,  this  issue  remains  extremely  complex  and  continues  to 
divide  us.  We  have  pledged  in  our  conversations  today  with  Indian  Nation 
leaders  that  this  is  a continuation  of  our  partnership,  a continuation  of 
our  effort  to  come  together  and  build  a better  life  for  New  Yorkers  and 
Native  Americans  alike,"  the  Governor  said.  "Our  strength  comes  from 
mutual  respect,  from  finding  common  ground,  from  listening  to  one  another, 
from  walking  arm  in  arm.  The  result  will  be  a better  future  for  all  of  us. 
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- — "RE:  Democrats  to  Refund  Contributions"  

Date:  Sun,  25  May  1997  18:05:59  GMT 

From:  gehring.l@postbox.acs.ohio-state.edu  (Glenn  Gehring) 

Sub j : *Cherokee  Nation-Democrats  to  refund  Byrd  contributions* 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

A report  in  Friday's  Washington  Post  (May  23,  page  A16)  says  the 
Democratic  National  Committee  (DNC)  has  agreed  to  refund  Cherokee  Nation 
for  money  spent  by  Cherokee  Nation  Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd  during  the 
last  election.  The  contributions  to  the  DNC  may  have  been  in  violation  of 
both  federal  and  tribal  law. 

Langdon  (DNC's  spokesperson)  is  quoted  as  saying;  "We've  been  working 
hard  to  resolve  this  situation  as  quickly  as  we  can.  We  have  asked  for  an 
invoice  to  see  how  much  money  we're  going  to  reimburse." 

Byrd  has  been  charged  in  Tribal  court  with  illegally  diverting  tribal 
funds.  Evidence  was  for  the  charge,  and  the  DNC  contributions,  was 
obtained  when  the  Cherokee  Marshals  executed  a search  warrant  and  seized 
documents  from  Byrd's  office.  Byrd  subsequently  fired  the  Marshals  who 
were  then  reinstated  by  the  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal  in  accordance  with 
Cherokee  law.  Byrd  refused  to  obey  the  court  order  and  moved  to  impeach 
the  Dustices  of  the  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal.  Both  actions  were  in 
blatant  violation  of  the  Cherokee  Constitution,  and  are  extremely 
controversial  among  the  Cherokee  People.  Byrd  also  invited  the  BIA 
police  to  take  over  Cherokee  law  enforcement. 

More  on  BIA  involvement  later, 

Glenn 
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Armed  BIA  police  assisted  in  removing  recently  fired  Gerald  Cantrell  from 
his  position  as  CEO  of  Cherokee  Nation  Enterprises  (CNE)  Friday,  May  23. 

CNE  operates  tribal  gaming,  gift  shops,  gas  and  convenience  store 
operations,  and  the  restaurant  for  Cherokee  Nation. 

It  has  been  reported  that  Cherokee  Chief  3oe  Byrd  had  initially  fired 
Cantrell  after  Cantrell  refused  to  send  a check  for  $55,000  to  a law  firm 
where  a Byrd  family  member  is  employed.  The  bills  were  for  work  _not_ 
related  to  CNE,  so  Cantrell  refused  to  make  payment  from  CNE  funds.  The 
Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal  re-instated  Cantrell  as  CEO.  Cantrell  was 
fired  again  last  Friday. 

Derry  Flolderby  (long  time  Byrd  friend)  was  named  the  new  CEO  of  Cherokee 
Nation  Enterprises.  The  Board  of  Directors  (appointed  by  Byrd)  requested 
that  the  BIA  police  assist  in  removing  Cantrell  and  installing  Flolderby. 

The  BIA  police  complied.  No  violence  was  reported.  Flolderby,  until 
recently,  was  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  CNE.  CNE  rules  forbid 
directors  from  obtaining  employment  at  CNE  for  at  least  two  years  after 
serving  on  the  board. 

In  a related  development,  a letter  apparently  from  BIA  Field  Director 
Dim  Fields  to  Chief  Byrd  (dated  5/2/97)  has  surfaced  (see  Observer's  web 
site  below).  In  the  letter,  BIA  Field  Director  Dim  Fields  confirms  the 
BIA  police  WILL  enforce  tribal  laws  (I  interpret  this  as  informing  Byrd 
they  have  permission  from  Washington  to  use  force  in  support  of  Chief 
Byrd).  I suspect  Friday's  action  will  be  followed  with  several  other  BIA 
armed  interventions  in  Cherokee  Nation.  Is  our  courthouse  next? 


To  learn  more  about  the  Cherokee  constitutional  crisis  on  the  Internet 
see  the  following  web  pages. 

http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net /Cherokee/Observer . shtml 
http://www.tulsaworld.com/ 

(choose  the  search  option-leave  everything  blank  but  at  keywords  type  in 
"Cherokee"-  then  limit  the  search  to  1997) 

Glenn  Gehring 

Tribal  member-Cherokee  Nation 
(above  opinions  are  my  own) 
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THE  ABORIGINAL  PATRIOTS  OF  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  FOUND  GUILTY  BY  ILLEGAL  BRITISH 
COLUMBIA  COURT 

CASNP.  20-May-97.  After  a year  long  trial,  the  Patriots  of  Gustafsen 
Lake,  who  made  a similar  stand  to  Geronimo  and  Crazy  Horse,  are  the  20th 
Century  Louis  Riel.  Or  is  this  the  Canadian  Leonard  Peltier  situation? 

They  fought  for  their  land.  The  question  is  why  are  the  people  of 
Chechnya  and  other  places  who  defended  their  lands  not  prosecuted?  When 
Indigenous  people  stand  up,  the  police  bring  their  bullets,  illegal 
judicial  system  and  unjust  laws.  This  is  an  unjust  and  illegal  decision 
to  find  these  prisoners  of  war  guilty  when  they  have  no  right  to  try  them 
in  the  first  place  according  to  the  "rule  of  law",  their  own  legal 
principles . 

When  the  decision  came  down  finding  most  of  them  guilty,  the  native  head 
of  the  jury  held  a feather  in  his  hand  and  cried,  ludge  Dosephson  who  was 
instructed  by  the  Canadian  government  to  steer  the  jury  to  find  them 
guilty,  found  they  had  no  way  out.  Dudge  losephson  told  the  jury  to 
discount  the  "colour  of  right",  self-defence  and  jurisdiction  arguments. 
All  that  was  left  was  to  find  them  guilty.  Dr.  Bruce  Clark,  the 
Aboriginal's  lawyer,  told  them  they  did  not  have  to  be  complicit  in 
genocide  by  withdrawing  from  the  case,  not  making  a decision  and 
recommending  this  issue  be  turned  over  to  an  impartial  third  party 
tribunal  at  the  international  level.  Wolverine  was  found  guilty  of 
mischief  endangering  life  which  is  a life  sentence.  The  attempted  murder 
charge  was  dropped.  Will  a political  decision  be  made  to  deny  him  bail 
and  to  keep  him  in  jail?  As  seen  throughout  this  case  the  B.C.  courts 
make  up  the  rules  as  they  go  along. 

This  unlawful  decision  of  the  newcomers  demonstrates  again  that  they 
have  imposed  their  unjust  laws  on  native  people  without  their  consent  on 
unpurchased  Indian  land  without  without  their  consent  on  unpurchased 
Indian  land  without  a right  to  defend  themselves.  They  were  defending 
themselves  on  their  unceded  land  when  they  were  attacked  by  heavily  armed 
RCMP  and  the  Canadian  army. 

Shouldn't  there  be  equal  justice  under  the  law?  This  means  Ontario 
Provincial  Police  officer,  Kenneth  Deane,  who  was  found  guilty  of  gunning 
down  Dudley  George  of  Stoney  Point,  should  get  life  in  jail  for  murder. 
This  decision  is  consistent  with  139  years  of  fraud,  treason  and 
genocide.  It  urges  us  to  continue  and  go  forward.  The  British  Columbia 
Court's  grotesque  lawless  actions  in  this  case  supports  everything  the 
defendants  have  continually  asked  for  - and  independent  third  party 
tribunal  to  investigate  the  crimes  in  progress  against  Aboriginal  people 
in  British  Columbia. 

There  has  to  be  an  inquiry  into  police  wrongdoing  as  well  as  wrongdoing 
into  the  highest  levels  of  the  British  Columbia  and  Canadian  governments. 
Many  questions  have  to  be  answered. 


Contact:  604-543-9661;  416-972-1573;  604-251-4949 
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"RE : Gustafsen  Verdict:  Reactions"  
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Sub j : Gustafsen  Verdict:  Reactions 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
May  24,  1997  Bulletin 

MORE  ARMOURED  PERSONNEL  CARRIERS:  BC'S  ANSWER  TO  INDIGENOUS  SOVEREIGNTY 

Expressions  of  support  and  solidarity  for  the  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake) 
Defenders,  and  shock,  outrage  and  alarm  at  the  outrageous  machinations  of 
BC's  corrupt  colonialist  court  system  continue  to  build. 

39  acquittals  and  21  convictions  were  registered  on  Tuesday  against  the 
18  defendants  charged  in  connection  with  the  month  long,  summer  1995 
siege  of  sacred  burial  and  Sundance  grounds  on  unceded,  sovereign  Shuswap 
territory  by  the  largest  police/military  offensive  in  Canadian  history. 

In  preparation  for  the  scheduled  Dune  6 and  10  sentencing,  BC's  settler 
state  has  cranked  up  the  hate  machine  to  manufacture  consent  for  the 
harsh  sentences  the  Crown  has  signalled  it  will  be  seeking. 

BC's  chief  media  liaison  officer  Peter  Montague  told  "The  Province" 
newspaper  that  "the  operation  had  overwhelming  public  support.  All  we 
ever  asked  for  was  to  allow  the  RCMP  to  do  its  job  independently. . . we 
had  to  take  action.  There  are  no  manuals  dealing  with  what  to  do  in  this 
situation."  Montague  was  captured  on  RCMP  "training"  videotapes  played 
during  the  trial  stating  that  "smear  campaigns  are  our  specialty." 

Montague  also  told  "The  Province"  (May  21,  p.  A 4)  that  the  RCMP  "will 
be  ready  - if  and  when  another  armed  native  standoff  occurs  in  BC  - with 
armoured  personnel  carriers  on  hand  so  the  RCMP  never  again  have  to 
bicker  with  the  Armed  Forces  over  borrowing  their  vehicles.  'Some  things 
we  didn't  have  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  every  attempt  will  be  made  to  ensure 
the  resources  are  available  so  things  don't  build  and  fester  to  the 
degree  they  did  at  Gustafsen  Lake.'" 

BC's  New  Democratic  Party  Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh,  who  doubles 
as  the  Human  Rights  Minister,  and  largely  co-ordinated  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
operation  as  part  of  the  NDP's  run-up  to  their  re-election  campaign, 
wisely  chose  silence:  "The  Attorney  General  shouldn't  be  making  a 
comment...  Who  knows  where  this  could  end  up?"  (Vancouver  Sun,  May  21, 
1997,  p.  A7) . 

The  BC  Liberal  Party  aboriginal  affairs  critic,  Mike  Dejong,  instead  of 
criticizing  the  government's  outrageous  actions,  simply  restated  the  "One 
law  for  all"  refrain  enunciated  by  the  NDP  Attorney  General.  "If  you 
violate  the  criminal  law  of  the  land,  you  will  face  the  penalty,"  said 
Dejong.  "That  should  happen,  and  we'll  be  watching  the  sentencing  very 
carefully"  (Vancouver  Sun,  May  21,  1997,  p.  A7). 

S.I.S.I.S.  spoke  with  imprisoned  Defenders  OD  Pitawanakwat  and  Shuswap 
elder  Wolverine  today.  Wolverine  once  again  called  upon  the  international 
community,  human  rights  agencies,  and  progressives  world-side  to 
investigate  and  condemn  Canada's  ongoing  colonialist  practices.  OD 
Pitawanakwat  said  the  stand  at  Ts'peten  was  about  "ending  the  cultural 
genocide  of  my  people".  The  Vancouver  Sun  also  quoted  him:  "I  would  say  I 
know  how  my  ancestors  felt  - we  need  more  people  fighting  for  our  rights 
than  just  sitting  on  the  fence  and  watching."  ( May  21,  p.  A7) 


Defence  lawyer  George  Wool  characterized  the  Gustafsen  Lake  incident  as 
"A  lot  to  do  about...  nothing"  (BCTV  News,  May  20,  1997).  Another  Defence 
lawyer,  Don  Campbell,  told  the  Vancouver  Sun  that  "the  length  of  the 
trial  prevented  him  from  competing  with  the  national  sky-diving  team  in 
1996  and  he's  missed  out  again  this  year  because  he  couldn't  attend  the 
training  camps  in  Arizona  that  run  from  February  to  April"  (May  22,  B6) . 

His  partner  Sheldon  Tate,  who  attempted  to  rehabilitate  the  discredited 
RCMP  propaganda  that  the  "spiritual"  elements  were  "under  the  thumb  of 
the  militants,"  said:  "the  rule  book  got  thrown  away  in  this  trial... 

There  had  to  be  adaptations  to  the  administration  of  justice  to  make  it 
work...  There's  been  a heavy  price  to  pay  in  what  I believe  is  my  ethical 
obligation  to  my  clients."  (Vancouver  Sun,  May  22,  1997,  B6) . 

Native  rights  lawyer  Dr.  Bruce  Clark,  who  is  counsel  of  choice  for  many 
of  the  defendants  but  was  prevented  from  appearing  for  them  by  the  BC  Law 
Society  and  by  ludge  Bruce  losephson,  told  S.I.S.I.S.  today  "The  jury  had 
no  choice  but  to  find  the  way  it  did  given  the  judge's  instructions  to 
them  that  they  had  to  accept  that  these  events  took  place  on  private 
property  belonging  to  Lyle  lames,  and  that  the  province  and  the  court  has 
jurisdiction.  The  problem  is  the  law  to  the  contrary;  the  native  law,  the 
international  law  and  the  constitutional  law  putting  the  lie  to  the 
judge's  position  still  has  not  been  addressed." 

Several  jurors  seemed  visibly  shaken  as  the  verdict  was  read;  a number  of 
them  wept  openly.  They  asked  to  make  a statement  but  were  dissuaded  after 
the  judge  instructed  them  on  issues  of  immunity  and  liability. 

ludge  losephson  thanked  them  for  their  verdict.  "To  my  knowledge  never 
before  have  citizens  been  asked  to  make  such  a large  sacrifice  on  behalf 
of  the  people  of  this  province...  A simple  thank  you  is  hardly  adequate, 
members  of  the  jury,  but  that  is  all  I can  offer  you." 

=====DEMAND  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  AND  IPPERWASH===== 

-->>FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS<< »FREE  ALL  POLITICAL  PRISONERS<< - - 
Sample  letters,  links  to  politicians'  email  and  a more  comprehensive  list 
of  addresses  can  be  found  on  the  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous 
Sovereignty  (S.I.S.I.S.)  site,  at: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Gust Lake/ letter . html 
Please  send  a copy  of  your  letters  to  S.I.S.I.S.  This  lets  the  Defenders 
know  people  are  taking  action  on  their  behalf. 

Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien 

House  of  Commons  Ottawa,  Ontario  K1A  0A6  Canada 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211  Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email : remote -printer . lean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd .tpc . int 
email : pm@pm . gc . ca 

WWW  comments:  http://pm.gc.ca/english/pmo/e_corres.htm 

Governor  General  Romeo  Le  Blanc 

1 Sussex  Dr.,  Ottawa,  Ontario  K1A  0A1  Canada 

Phone:  (613)  993-8200  Fax:  (613)  990-7636  OR  (613)  990-1967 

Faxing  by  email:  remote-printer.Romeo_Le_Blanc@16139931967.iddd.tpc.int 

WWW  comments:  http://www.schoolnet.ca/collections/governor 

Select  Standing  Committee  on  Aboriginal  Affairs 

c/o  Parliament  Building,  Victoria,  BC  V8V  1X4  Canada 

Ian  Waddell,  Chair  Phone:  (250)  387-2317  Fax:  (250)  356-7156 

Committees  Clerk  Phone:  (250)  356-6318 

email:  ClerkComm@lass . gov. be . ca 

(attn:  Select  Standing  Committee  on  Aboriginal  Affairs) 

Letters  to  the  editor: 

The  Province:  provedpg@pacpress.southam.ca 
Vancouver  Sun:  sunletters@pacpress. southam.ca 
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"RE : Bruce  Clark  Speaks"  

Date:  Mon,  26  May  1997  11:05:05  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Bruce  Clark  on  Gustafsen,  Seneca  and  Mohegans  v.  NY 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
May  26,  1997  Interview 

S.I.S.I.S.  Talks  to  Native  rights  lawyer  Bruce  Clark  about  the  Gustafsen 
Trial,  the  Seneca  decision  and  his  May  30  New  York  State  Supreme  Court 
Appearance  for  the  Mohegan  Nation. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  What  is  your  reaction  to  the  Gustafsen  Trial  convictions? 

Clark:  The  jury  had  no  choice  but  to  find  the  way  it  did  given  the 
judge's  instructions  to  them  --  that  they  had  to  accept  that  these  events 
took  place  on  private  property  belonging  to  Lyle  Dames,  and  that  the 
province  of  British  Columbia  and  the  court  had  jurisdiction.  The  problem 
is  that  the  law  to  the  contrary  --  that  is  the  native  law,  international 
law  and  the  constitutional  law,  putting  the  lie  to  the  judge's  position  -- 
still  has  not  been  addressed.  And  the  only  conclusion  one  can  reach  in 
those  circumstances  is  that  the  rule  of  law  has  not  functioned.  It  is  in  a 
state  of  suspension. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Defence  counsel  Sheldon  Tate  said  that  "Clark  and  his  cronies 
were  the  true  malevolent  forces  in  the  crisis."  What  do  you  say  to  that? 

Clark:  Depending  upon  what  the  law  says,  Sheldon  Tate  may  be  right  or  he 
may  be  wrong.  The  answer  depends  entirely  upon  looking  at  the  native, 
international  and  constitutional  law.  My  feeling  remains  that  when  this  is 
done  the  legal  advice  that  I have  given  will  be  vindicated.  It  would  help, 
if  Sheldon  Tate  disagrees  with  that  position,  that  he  provide  an  analysis 
of  the  law  which  would  point  out  my  error. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  With  reference  to  the  Seneca  nation  --  are  you  aware  of  the 
recent  court  decision  finding  in  favour  of  the  Senecas? 

Clark:  Yes.  I'll  be  using  that  decision  in  a New  York  State  Supreme  Court 
on  May  30th,  involving  the  Mohegan  Nation  of  New  York  state  --  actually 
the  descendants  of  the  same  people  who  were  involved  in  the  1704  case 
[Mohegans  v.  Connecticut:  after  a protracted  process,  on  15  Danuary  1773, 
the  Privy  Council  in  Great  Britain  in  the  exercise  of  its  appellate 
jurisdiction  finally  issued  an  order  in  council  that  had  the  effect  of 
recognizing  that  the  Mohegan  Indians  were  " juristically  regarded  as 
sovereign."  --  S.I.S.I.S.] 

They  have  a small  Bingo  operation  in  their  Mohegan  country  and  they  were 
threatened  with  the  same  "storm-trooper"  response  as  were  the  Senecas. 

They  didn't  proceed  with  the  bingo  in  the  face  of  the  police  threat  that 
the  whole  town  would  be  cordoned  off.  Now  the  Attorney  General  of  New  York 
has  applied  for  an  injunction  to  prevent  the  bingo  from  going  ahead  in  the 
future.  There's  a show  cause  hearing  on  May  30th.  What  that  means  is  that 
the  judge  has  invited  the  Mohegans  to  inform  the  Court  of  the  law  which 
would  indicate  that  state  law  should  not  be  applied. 

And  the  Mohegans  have  accepted  that  invitation.  We  have  filed  with  that 
Court  the  same  essential  law  that  was  filed  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  case  or 
that  we  attempted  --  but  still  wasn't  addressed  in  British  Columbia.  So 
now  it  may  be  addressed  by  the  state  of  New  York.  And  as  part  of  the 
process,  the  decision  that  you've  just  identified  by  Dudge  Flon.  Rose 
Sconiers  will  be  filed,  amongst  other  things,  to  persuade  this  judge  to 
take  the  same  kind  of  route  and  apply  the  same  kind  of  reasoning:  that  the 
native  sovereignty  position  at  the  very  least  is  arguable  --  and  it's  not 
appropriate,  in  the  circumstances,  for  judges  to  be  giving  injunctions 
against  the  Indians  by  applying  state  law. 

That  is,  Dudge  Sconiers  has  taken  the  exact  opposite  position  as  the 
position  consistently  occupied  by  the  judges  of  British  Columbia.  This  is 
a bright  light. 


S.I.S.I.S.:  Where  is  this  hearing  and  when  again? 

Clark:  New  York  State  Supreme  Court,  Lake  George,  New  York.  Before  a 
Judge  Dyer  at  9:30  am  May  30. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Finally,  is  there  the  likelihood  of  appeals  possible  in  the 
Gustafsen  trial? 

Clark:  Yes.  The  judge  made  rulings  and  gave  orders  to  the  jury  to  accept 
principles  as  decided  by  him  as  given.  We  will  appeal  against  the 
legitimacy  of  his  instructions  to  the  jury.  If  they  had  acquitted,  the 
legal  contest  would  have  died.  As  it  now  stands,  the  judge  has  made  an 
appalling  decision  on  the  law  . So  far  he  hasn't  supported  it.  It's 
conceivable  he  may  come  up  with  some  rational  basis...  I don't  imagine  how 
he  could,  but  he  may  pull  a rabbit  out  of  his  hat...  But  when  everything 
cools  down,  the  permanent  record  that  is  left  is  going  to  make  that  judge 
and  the  BC  Court  system  look  like  damn  fools.  At  the  end  of  the  day, 
regardless  of  what  the  newspapers  and  the  bellicose  elements  are  saying, 
the  fact  remains  that  he  [Judge  Josephson]  has  made  a decision  at  law 
which  he  does  not  even  begin  to  be  capable  of  backing.  And  that's 
demonstrable,  from  a permanent  record  point  of  view.  So...  I still  have 
hope  for  the  rule  of  law.  That  it's  not  over  'til  its  over...  and  its  not 
over  yet. 

Mohegan  Court,  Box  32,  Granville,  New  York  12832  USA 
Telephone:  (518)  642-2751 
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"RE : Mole  Lake  Attacked"  

Date:  Sat,  24  May  1997  15:04:50  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol . com 

Sub j : Mole  Lake  Attacked--please  read  now 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

For  IEN  notices/alerts 

>From  Walt  Bresette,  Red  Cliff  Chippewa,  (715)  779-5071 

Saturday,  May  24,  5 am 

PLEASE  CIRCULATE  to  media  and  lists 

PEACEFUL  MOLE  LAKE  PROTEST  MET  WITH  VIOLENCE 

Supporters,  Observers,  Ogitchida  Requested 

At  1:15  this  morning,  Saturday,  May  24,  a non-Indian  private  security 
force  hired  by  Mole  Lake  Tribal  Chair  Arlyn  Ackley  attacked  the  tribal 
offices  where  tribal  members  have  been  staging  a peaceful  protest  since 
May  1. 

Bill  Koenen,  a tribal  environmental  specialist,  was  beaten  by  the  club- 
wielding  security  force. 

The  Bingo  Hall  portion  of  the  tribal  offices  was  taken  by  security 
forces,  but  the  tribal  members  remain  in  other  portions  of  the  building. 

Requests  have  been  made  from  inside  the  building  for  supporters, 
Ogitchida,  and  others  concerned  with  a peaceful  resolution  to  this  dispute 
to  go  to  the  Mole  Lake  Community  in  northeastern  Wisconsin. 

"The  private  force,  WisCo  Security  out  of  Merrill,  Wisconsin,  was  joined 
by  some  local  thugs  fueled  with  some  alcohol,"  said  one  eyewitness  inside 
the  building. 

At  4 am  reports  were  that  the  tribal  members  were  still  inside  the 
building  and  were  refusing  to  be  removed.  "We  are  still  here  protecting 
the  tribal  records,"  said  Koenen. 

People  interested  in  a peaceful  resolution  of  the  dispute  are  urged  to 
IMMEDIATELY  call  Vice  Chairman  Charles  Fox  at  (715)  478-5048,  Forest 


County  Sheriff  Wilson  at  (715)  478-3331,  and  the  WisCo  Security  firm  at 
(715)  536-8092. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  tribal  members  at  (715)  367-2902.  For 
more  background  information  on  the  dispute,  and  its  relationship  to  the 
proposed  Exxon  mine,  see  http://www.alphacdc.com.ien/notices/html  or  call 
the  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  at  (218)  751-4967  or  (715)  779-5071. 

"RE:  Mole  Lake  Alerts"  

Date:  Fri,  23  May  1997  23:17:54  GMT 

From:  andrea@scicom.alphacdc.com  (Andrea  Lord) 

Sub j : MOLE  LAKE  ALERT 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  items  are  being  forwarded  by  the  Indigenous 
Environmental  Network  (IEN)  for  dissemination. 

Item  No.  1: 

URGENT  ALERT:  MAY  17,  1997 

EXXON  DESTABILIZES  CHIPPEWA  COMMUNITY 

Witnesses/Observers  Bail  Funds  Needed  Letters  and  Calls  Wanted 
On  May  1,  1997  members  of  the  Mole  Lake  Chippewa  Reservation  in 
northwestern  Wisconsin  began  an  occupation  of  their  tribal  administration 
offices  charging  wrongdoing  and  influence  peddling  by  Wisconsin  Governor 
Tommy  Thompson  and  the  Exxon  Minerals  Corporation  who  have  a partnership 
with  Canadian  mining  giant  Rio  Algom.  Exxon/Rio  Algom  are  midway  through  a 
permit  to  develop  one  of  the  largest  metallic  sulfide  mines  (2,000)  feet 
deep  shaft)  next  to  the  Mole  Lake  Chippewa  Reservation,  endangering  their 
sacred  wild  rice  beds,  surrounding  waters,  and  the  entire  Wolf  River 
system. 

The  grassroots  tribal  members  are  convinced  that  Exxon  has  already 
infiltrated  their  tribal  administration  and  by  occupying  the  tribal 
offices  have  declared  NO  MORE  BUSINESS  AS  USUAL.  They've  called  for  a 
number  of  agencies  to  investigate  these  charges  and  to  root  out  any  undo 
and  illegal  influence  affecting  their  survival.  This  action,  while  it  has 
created  some  new  interest  in  their  concerns,  remains  extremely  tense.  The 
tribal  government,  ignoring  their  constitutional  duty  to  hear  the 
widespread  complaints,  have  instead  issued  eviction  notices  and  have  filed 
charges  of  criminal  trespass.  Though  no  arrests  have  yet  been  made  those 
inside  have  been  summarily  fired  from  their  jobs  and  threats  to  take  away 
personal  property  and  land  assignments  have  been  issued. 

They  ask  that  pressure  be  put  on  the  Department  of  Interior,  the 
Department  of  Justice  and  other  agencies  for  a thorough  investigation. 
Because  of  allegations  of  misuse  of  casino  funds  the  National  Indian 
Gaming  Board  is  also  investigation  Mole  Lake.  Additional  concerns  of  US 
EPA  collusion  is  also  surfacing. 

Please  contact  the  following: 

* Tom  LeClaire,  DOJ  Office  of  Tribal  Justice  - 633  Indiana  Ave. 

NW,  Washington  DC  20531  PH:  202/616-3205  FAX:  202/514-7805 

* Doris  Popple,  NIGA  (Gaming  Bd)  : 202/632-7003 

* Wisconsin  Department  of  Justice,  Gary  Hamblin:  608/266-1671 

* US  EPA  Office  of  Environmental  Justice:  800/962-6215 

* Dept,  of  Interior,  BIA,  Ashland  WI  54806  - 715/682-4527 

* Mole  Lake  Tribal  Government,  Rt.  1,  Box  625,  Crandon  WI  54520 
FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: 

* Midwest  Treaty  Network:  Walt  Bresette,  PH/Fax:  715/779-5071 

* Indigenous  Environmental  Network  WEB  SITE: 

http://www.alphacdc.com/ien  (also  see  LINKS  at  IEN  site  for 
Midwest  Treaty  Network  and  Menominee  Nation);  E-  mail: 

ien@igc.apc.org  - phone  218/751-4967  FAX: 218/751-0561 . 

* Mole  Lake  Concerned  Tribal  Members:  715/367-2902 

Item  No.  2: 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

May  10,  1997  Walt  Bresette,  Red  Cliff  Lake  Superior  Chippewa 


TREATY  LEGAL  DEFENSE  FUND  TO  BEGIN 

Because  of  the  may  tribal  members  who  have  taken  direct  action  regarding 
treaty  rights  a Treaty  Legal  Defense  Fund  is  needed.  Such  a fund, 
discussed  at  an  Anishinabe  Niijii  meeting  earlier  this  year,  will  be  used 
in  support  of  actions  which  move  forward  the  protection  of  treaties  or 
help  clarify  treaties  as  a tool  to  protect  the  environment  of  Ceded 
Territory.  The  fund's  account  will  be  set  up  in  a local  bank  where  people 
will  be  able  to  make  direct  deposits.  Elders  from  Red  Cliff  and  members 
of  the  Waub  Ojeeg  Institute  for  Cultural  Preservation  will  temporarily 
oversee  the  accounting  of  these  funds;  a more  permanent  fund  system  will 
be  established  in  the  next  months  for  Ceded  Territory.  Until  then,  people 
can  send  contributions  to  the  Treaty  Defense  Fund  c/o  Walt  Bresette,  Route 
1,  Box  117,  Bayfield,  WI  54814  or  phone  715/779-5071. 

WITNESSES  NEEDED  AT  MOLE  LAKE 

Because  of  increased  tensions  on  the  Mole  lake  Reservation,  I call  upon 
all  sides  to  open  direct  dialogue,  and  to  seek  ways  for  a peaceful 
mediation  and  resolution  of  this  situation.  Until  such  avenues  are  opened 
there  is  a need  for  trained  observers  to  monitor  the  situation  so  that  no 
Mole  Lake  members  or  local  citizens  face  hostile  action.  I urge  trained 
witness  for  Non-violence  members  to  make  themselves  available;  they  can 
contact  me  at  the  northern  office  of  Witness  for  Non-violence,  Route  1, 

Box  117,  Bayfield  WI  54814  or  by  calling  715/779-5071. 

Item  No.  3: 

News  Release  May  9.  1997  by  Walt  Bresette  Lake  Superior  Chippewa  - 
Red  Cliff 

MOLE  LAKE  OCCUPATION  WILL  STRENGTHEN  ANTI-EXXON  ALLIANCE 

The  horses  are  out  of  the  barn  at  Mole  Lake.  It's  time  to  round  them  up 
repair  the  barn  door,  and  resume  the  battle  against  Exxon  and  their 
buddies  who  wish  to  turn  northern  Wisconsin  into  a mining  district. 

The  current  struggle  at  Mole  Lake  has  external  factors  and  implications. 
All  the  charges  leveled  need  to  be  aired  and  dealt  with.  It  is  premature 
to  assign  guilt  or  wrongdoing,  but  the  charges  must  find  a proper  venue, 
not  simply  denied  or  covered-up. 

This  unfortunate  situation  for  the  Mole  Lake  community  should  not  blind 
the  anti-Exxon  allies  from  continuing  the  momentum  forward.  In  the  end, 
the  airing  of  these  charges  will  strengthen  the  alliance;  to  ignore  them 
will  weaken  our  resolve. 

Serious  charges  which  may  have  compromised  the  Exxon  permit  process  and 
the  Mole  Lake  Air  Quality  permit  need  to  be  investigated. 

Potential  undo  influence  over  tribal  leaders  by  the  Thompson-Klauser 
administration  needs  to  be  clarified. 

And  Mole  Lake's  leadership  in  the  alliance  needs  to  be  restored.  The 
charges  against  the  Ackley  administration,  unless  properly  aired  and 
resolved,  contaminates  the  trust  needed  in  the  alliance. 

What  some  Mole  Lake  tribal  members  have  done  is  express  exasperation 
against  what  they  believe  is  outside  influence,  bad  internal  policy  and 
potential  illegal  activities.  They  also  say  their  tribal  government  has 
refused  to  act  on  these  concerns,  so  they  took  action  themselves. 

This  is  not  surprising,  nor  is  it  new;  it  happens  regularly  around 
Indian  Country.  What  is  surprising  is  that  similar  action  didn't  occur  at 
the  Wisconsin  town  of  Nashville  when  Exxon  held  that  building  hostage, 
refusing  to  allow  duly  elected  town  members  to  take  office. 

What  is  surprising  is  that  despite  Dim  Klauser's  well-known  and 
documented  influence  peddling,  state  citizens  have  not  reclaimed  control 
over  their  government. 

So  while  we  shouldn't  rush  to  judgment  against  the  Ackley  Administration 
let's  not  find  those  inside  the  building  guilty  either.  Reports  are 
surfacing  that  arrests  may  soon  occur.  By  turning  this  simply  into  a law 
enforcement  action  ignores  serious  concerns. 

Usually  where  there  is  smoke,  perhaps  there's  fire.  While  in  a circle 
inside  the  building  one  (Mole  Lake)  elder  spoke:  "We  have  a short  in  our 
attic,"  he  said,  using  a familiar  metaphor.  "Unless  we  find  where  it's  at 
and  repair  it  now,  there  will  be  a fire." 


I call  upon  the  Mole  Lake  Tribal  Council,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
and  other  appropriate  agencies  to  help  find  the  proper  venues  for  the 
charges  being  raised  by  Mole  Lake  Members. 

I also  call  upon  those  inside  to  allow  objective  observers  to  document 
this  situation.  I ask  any  trained  Witness  for  Non-Violence  members  to 
schedule  time  at  Mole  Lake. 

The  stakes  are  too  high  for  friends  and  neighbors  to  be  silent;  what 
happened  at  Madison,  Town  of  Nashville  and  now  Mole  Lake  and  Lac  du 
Flambeau  foreshadows  other  communities  in  an  era  of  influence  peddling  by 
deep-pocketed  mining  interests. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Indigenous  Environmental  Network  P.0.  Box  485  Bemidji,  MN  56619 
Ph:  (218)  751-4967  Fax:  (218)  751-0561  e-mail:  ien@igc.apc.org 
web  page:  http://www.alphacdc.com/ien 

— "RE:  Bear  Speaks"  

Date:  Wed,  21  May  1997  18:51:00  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Christina  Meckel  <lonewolf@pacific . net> 

Sub j : BEAR  SPEAKS  (contains  adult  language) 

UUCP  email 

Oct.  2,  1995 

To  Whom  It  May  Concern 

Sheriff  Tuso  has  called  me  a cowardly  killer  who  needs  to  die  for  his 
crimes ! 

I am  sure  Sheriff  Tuso  sees  his  men  as  being  courageous  and  full  of 
bravery.  So  Sheriff  Tuso,  was  it  bravery  and  courage  that  caused  your 
men  to  throw  my  crippled  mother  to  the  ground  and  step  on  her  back  and  then 
put  an  M-16  rifle  to  her  head  and  tell  her  they  are  going  to  blow  her 
fuckin'  head  off?  Was  it  bravery  that  made  your  men  put  a gun  to  the  head 
of  my  four  year  old  niece?  If  anyone  wants  to  know  who  the  real  cowardly 
killers  are,  just  ask  the  people  of  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation! 

As  I sit  here  in  the  County  Hail,  I can't  help  but  think  of  the  real 
reason  I am  here,  and  that  is  to  satisfy  the  law  enforcement  community- - 
Sheriff  Tuso  and  his  mighty  men,  the  DA's  office,  the  FBI  and  the  rest  of 
the  State  and  County  agencies. 

I did  nothing  wrong.  I should  not  have  to  spend  one  day  in  jail.  I am 
not  being  satisfied  by  being  in  jail  and  neither  is  my  family  or  relations, 
or  friends  and  supporters,  or  peoples  of  my  tribes,  throughout  Northern  CA. 

The  courts  are  not  ours.  They  belong  to  you,  the  law  enforcement 
community.  So  get  your  satisfaction;  get  your  day  in  court! 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  I will  be  acquitted.  And  once  this 
ordeal  is  over,  where  do  we  get  our  satisfaction?  Who  will  answer  for  the 
murder  of  our  brother  Leonard  Acorn  Peters? 

Sheriff  Tuso  believes  he  and  his  mighty  men  can  come  to  our  reservation 
and  massacre  our  brother  and  not  be  held  accountable. 

But  I for  one  disagree! 

Signed, 

Peaceful  Organic  Vegetable  Farmer 
Bear  Lincoln 

Mendocino  County  Hail,  Ukiah 


I spoke  with  Cyndi  Pickett  again  this  week.  She  said  the  trial  is  looking 
more  like  Duly  1st  now. 

She  also  said  anyone  and  everyone  concerned  with  this  is  welcome  to  call 
her  so  call  Cyndi  1-707-983-8033 
and  Write  Bear ! ! 

951  Low  Gap  RD 

Ukiah,  CA  95482 

AND  FORWARD  THIS  TO  4 PEOPLE!! 

Thank  you  everyone  for  your  attention  on  this  matter- 

Christina  Meckel 

Lonewolf 


lonewolf(3pacif  ic . net 
CLMeckel@hotmail . com 


"RE : Covelo  Indian  Community"  

Date:  Mon,  26  May  1997  18:23:53  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Christina  Meckel  <lonewolf(3pacific . net> 

Sub j : Release  of  4/20/95,  from  Covelo  Indian  Community-  a sovereign 
nation  of  confederated  tribes 

UUCP  email 

Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation  residents  have  been  living  in  a state  of 
terror  due  to  the  severe  and  illegal  harassment  suffered  at  the  hands  of 
the  Mendocino  Sheriff  and  other  outside  agencies  investigating  the 
shooting  deaths  of  three  peoples  on  the  reservation  earlier  this  week. 

Many  households  have  felt  it  necessary  to  evacuate  their  children  from  the 
valley  in  fear  of  their  safety  and  some  families  in  remote  areas  are 
evacuating  their  homes  entirely.  Various  Round  Valley  residents  will  be 
meeting  with  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  a representative  of  the 
BIA,  and  representatives  from  the  FBI  who  will  determine  what  action  needs 
to  be  taken  to  address  the  unjust  treatment  and  police  misconduct  inflicted 
on  many  innocent,  uninvolved  citizens  of  the  Covelo  area. 

Incidents  of  misconduct  are  as  follow: 

1)  The  family  of  the  accused  assailant  was  pulled  from  a pickup  truck  and 
had  guns  placed  directly  to  their  heads,  including  a five  year  old,  a three 
year  old,  and  two  infants.  The  five  year  old  asked  the  police  man  if  he 
was  going  to  shoot  her. 

2)  The  65  year  old  crippled  mother  of  the  purported  assailant  was  thrown 

to  the  ground  and  verbally  and  physically  abused.  She  was  severely  bruised. 

3)  A grandmother  stated  to  the  police,  as  she  was  trying  to  obey  their 
orders,  that  she  was  lame  and  could  not  walk  fast.  The  police  officer 
replied  "I  don't  fucking  care!"  and  pushed  her  to  the  ground.  The  police 
then  broke  out  the  windows  of  her  home  and  fired  shots  into  the  home, 
hitting  the  cradleboard  of  one  of  the  infants. 

4)  At  least  fifty  homes  have  been  searched  with  out  warrants,  and  with 
guns  drawn  and  cocked.  This  does  not  include  the  countless  vehicles 
searched  at  gunpoint. 

THE  500  YEAR  SEARCH  FOR  3USTICE 

As  of  Oct.  1995  there  are  a number  of  criminal  and  civil  cases  pending 
surrounding  the  events  of  4/95 

1 Bear  Lincoln  is  being  held  with  out  bail  on  capitol  charges  for  the 
deaths  of  Leonard  Acorn  Peters  and  Deputy  George  Davis 

2 A wrongful  death  suit  has  been  filed  by  the  family  of  Leonard  Acorn 
Peters  against  Mendocino  County. 

3 A class  action  law  suit  has  been  filed  regarding  the  blatant  civil 
liberties  violations  inflicted  upon  the  Round  Valley  community. 

4 Arylis  Peters  is  currently  appealing  in  court  for  his  right  to  with  draw 
his  "guilty"  plea. 

What  you  can  do: 

1)  Sign  up  on  the  mailing  list  to  receive  up  dates: 
707-468-1660/707-983-8098/707-983-8106 

2)  Donate  any  amount  towards  the  Defence  Fund 
Lincoln/Peters  Defence  Fund 

106  W.  Standley  Street 
Ukiah,  CA  95482 

3)  Write  Bear  Lincoln!  The  amount  of  mail  he  receives  does  make  an  impact! 
951  Low  Gap  Road 

Ukiah,  CA  95482 

4)  Inform  yourself  as  to  the  history  of  the  Northern  California  tribes  and 
their  current  issues. 

5)  Forward  this  to  four  people! 


Thanks 

Christina  Meckel 
Lonewolf 

lonewolf@pacif  ic . net 

FREE  THE  BEAR!!  Check  it  out! 

http: //www. dicks hovel . com/ bear a . html 

"RE ; Navajo  Traditionals  Forced  to  Sign"  

Date:  Fri,  23  May  1997  08:43:54  -0700 
From:  beanies4u  <seaside@maui . net> 

Sub j : 2000  Navajo  Traditionals  forced  to  sign  Agreement 

UUCP  email 

To:  gars@netcom.com 

Put  this  in  your  news  article!!!! 

2,000  Navajo  Traditionals  forced  to  sign  Agreement  with  Hopi  Tribal 
Council  which  they  say  amounts  to  cultural  genocide. 

For  the  2,000  Navajo  (Dineh)  facing  eviction  from  their  ancestral 
homelands  in  Arizona,  signing  the  so-called  Accommodation  Agreement 
(brokered  by  U.S.  Senator  John  McCain,  R.  New  Mexico,  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs,  the  Navajo  and  Hopi  Tribal  councils  and  their  attorney  who 
changed  horses  in  the  middle  of  the  stream  representing  the  people  being 
evicted  as  well  as  being  on  the  payroll  of  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council.  ), 
signing  the  agreement  strips  them  of  their  religious  freedom  and  civil 
rights,  and  amounts  to  cultural  genocide. 

Under  intense  pressure  from  the  federal  government,  the  two  tribal 
councils,  and  a multi-task  force  of  BIA  police,  Hopi  police  rangers,  and 
their  own  attorney,  many  of  the  suffering  elder  Dineh  have  capitulated  and 
signed  the  agreement  assuring  that  they  would  be  able  to  continue  living 
on  their  ancestral  land  under  a lease  agreement  of  75  years  by 
surrendering  their  sovereignty  to  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council.  Since  the 
lease  agreement  only  extends  to  the  home-steader  and  not  their  descendants, 
the  mostly  elderly  Dineh  cannot  expect  to  see  75  years  of  peace  and 
harmony.  With  their  homesteads  shrunk  to  modest  proportions  and  grazing 
lands  for  their  sheep  cut  off  by  fences  from  traditional  range  and  water, 
bordered  by  the  Peabody  Coal  mine,  the  Dineh  families  that  do  choose  to 
remain  rather  than  relocate  do  so  under  protest.  Threats  and  coercion 
have  forced  many  to  sign  who  had  been  resisting  relocation  for  over 
twenty  years. 

For  those  who  have  refused  to  sign,  forced  relocation  could  become  a 
reality  once  the  new  relocation  housing  is  completed  on  "the  New  Lands." 
This  area  borders  the  Rio  Puerco  River  which  suffered  the  country's  most 
massive  uranium  spill  when  a dam  broke  at  the  defunct  United  Mines  Uranium 
facility  washing  tons  of  radioactive  tailings  down  the  river  affecting 
eleven  existing  Navajo  communities  and  now,  the  area  chosen  for  the 
relocation  community.  The  relocation  housing  resembles  a ticky-tacky 
suburban  community  set  in  the  middle  of  nowhere,  where  traditional  Navajo 
practices  such  as  sheepherding  and  weaving  will  necessarily  be  abandoned. 
Their  religious  practices  and  medicine  ways  are  tied  to  the  land  of  their 
birth  and  will  also  be  left  behind.  They  will  be  trading  a self- 
sufficient  lifestyle  for  one  in  which  they  will  have  no  jobs  but  will 
still  be  forced  to  pay  taxes,  utilities,  etc.  Their  sacred  hogans  will  be 
destroyed  while  they  will  live  a life  dictated  by  the  dominant  culture.  As 
one  Dineh,  Louise  Benally,  has  said,  "Big  Mountain  is  sacred  land  to  us. 
More  than  12,000  of  our  people  have  already  been  pushed  off  the  land.  We 
intend  to  resist  non-violently  until  an  alternative  agreement  is  reached. 
This  isn't  about  Hopi  versus  Navajo,  it's  about  corporate  greed  and  the 
struggle  to  protect  our  ancestral  lands  from  mining  operations  that 
pillage  the  earth  and  destroy  our  communities." 

The  land  in  question  was  formerly  known  as  the  "Joint  Use  Area,"  so 
designated  by  executive  order  of  President  Arthur  for  use  of  both  the 
Hopi  and  Navajo.  That  changed  in  1974  when  U.S.  Dist.  Court  Earl  Carroll 
partitioned  the  land  forcing  the  relocation  of  12,000  Navajo  and  the  100 


Hopi  that  lived  there.  The  250  families  who  refuse  to  move  are  the 
"resisters"  who  are  now  at  the  center  of  the  23-yr.  long  dispute. 

According  to  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  Department  of  Interior 
documents,  the  U.S.  government  created  tribal  councils  in  the  1920' s and 
30's  to  act  as  front  groups  to  facilitate  the  approval  of  mining  leases  on 
Hopi  and  Navajo  lands.  Mining  revenues  now  account  for  50%  of  the  Navajo 
Tribal  Council's  budget  and  80%  of  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council's  budget. 

Peabody  Western  Coal  Company  currently  operates  the  world's  largest  coal 
mine  at  Black  Mesa  (bordering  the  land  being  cleared  of  people  and 
livestock).  Many  believe  that  expansion  of  this  mine  is  what  is  behind  the 
latest  drive  to  evict  the  remaining  2,000  Navajo  residents  at  Big  Mountain. 
A 1974  Washington  Post  article  revealed  that  Peabody  and  its  P.R.  firm 
Evans  and  Sons,  (under  direction  of  Attorney  John  Boyden  who  represented 
Peabody),  fabricated  an  inter-tribal  dispute  to  convince  the  U.S. 
government  that  they  had  to  step  in  and  straighten  things  out.  Thus, 
partition  rather  than  joint  use  was  decreed.  Since  the  Hopi  live  miles 
away  on  top  of  their  three  mesas  where  they  are  engaged  in  ceremonials 
year-round,  this  effectively  clears  the  land  for  further  exploitation. 

The  current  ploy  to  get  rid  of  the  Navajo,  the  "Accommodation  Agreement" 
was  drafted  by  all  the  forces  arrayed  against  them  and  touted  as  a 
wonderful  settlement  but,  in  fact,  forces  the  residents  into  a Catch-22 
situation.  Under  the  settlement  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council  abandons  their 
own  people  to  a hostile  Hopi  Tribal  Council,  making  the  Dineh  subject  to  a 
council  that  wishes  them  gone  and  has  the  right  to  evict  them.  Also,  by 
putting  forth  the  agreement,  the  U.S.  government  absolves  itself  of 
litigation  brought  against  them  by  the  Hopi  and  the  original  litigation 
the  Dineh  resisters  brought  based  upon  their  Freedom  of  Religion  rights. 

The  people  on  the  land  have  requested  assistance  in  the  form  of  prayers, 
donations,  material  support  and  direct  support  on  the  land  (sheepherding, 
etc.)  They  need  everything,  especially  transportation  and  communication 
devices.  Witnesses  with  video  cameras  are  needed  for  documentation. 

Please  go  prepared  to  be  self-sufficient. 

For  more  information: 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  - Dineh  Alliance  (505)  371-5551 
Louise  Benally,  P.0.  Box  2889.  Window  Rock,  Az.  86515 
dineh@primenet . com 
www. primenet . com/~dineh/ index.html 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (520)  522-8683 

Roberta  Blackgoat,  Chair 

P.0.  Box  1042 

Flagstaff,  Az  86003 

sdn@primenet . com 

www . primenet . com/~sdn/ 

Call  President  Clinton's  Comment  Line: 

202-456-1111 

Fax:  (202)  456-2461 

"RE : Goose  Bay  Expansion"  

Date:  Sun,  25  May  1997  16:12:12  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@netserver.web.net> 

Sub j : GOOSE  BAY  EXPANSION:  DND's  VISION  FADING? 

Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

GOOSE  BAY  EXPANSION:  DND's  VISION  FADING? 

Details  of  Allied  plans  for  training  activity  at  Goose  Bay  in  the  1997 
flying  season  once  again  show  no  signs  of  the  projected  expansion  towards 
18,000  sorties  a year.  DND  has  never  officially  revised  the  position  in 
the  1994  EIS  that  activity  levels  less  than  18,000  sorties  a year  are  not 
considered  economically  viable. 

Details  of  each  nation's  planned  activity  were  revealed  in  an  article  in 


The  Labradorian  on  31  March.  According  to  the  article,  the  Allies  are 
planning  to  fly  a total  of  7200  sorties  this  season,  compared  to  6500 
actually  flown  in  1996.  Flight  cancellations  due  to  bad  weather  are 
likely  to  reduce  the  actual  number  flown  in  1997  to  a level  similar  to 
1996. 

It  is  now  clear  that  neither  the  French,  the  Italians  or  the  Belgians 
will  now  join  the  Memorandum  of  Understanding.  Apart  from  a one-week 
visit  by  a French  AWACS  radar  plane,  there  will  be  no  presence  by  any  of 
these  nations  at  Goose  Bay  in  1997.  All  three  have  been  affected  by 
budget  constraints.  The  Belgian  Air  Force,  unable  to  support  more  than  one 
deployment  to  North  America  in  each  year,  is  sending  its  F-16s  to  Cold 
Lake  Alberta  this  year  rather  than  Goose  Bay.  Their  1998  deployment  may 
be  to  Nevada  rather  than  Goose  Bay. 

The  RAF  started  the  flying  season  this  year  with  arrival  of  their  usual 
nine  aircraft  detachment  of  Tornados  on  1st  April.  The  RAF  will  also  be 
deploying  Harriers  to  Goose  Bay,  in  September,  but  these  will  take  the 
place  of  the  Tornados,  rather  than  be  present  concurrently.  The  Tornados 
are  expected  to  leave  Goose  Bay  for  a substantial  part  of  the  flying 
season,  to  carry  out  training  in  Nevada  and  elsewhere  in  North  America. 

The  Harriers  can  be  expected  to  practise  night  low  level  flying  using 
infra-red  sensors  and  night  vision  goggles.  This  may  include  night 
activity,  including  forward  air  control  training,  at  the  PTA.  RAF 
Hercules  transports  are  also  said  to  be  expected  during  the  flying  season 
rather  than  in  their  normal  deployment  period  in  mid-winter. 

The  German  Air  Force  was  scheduled  to  arrive  in  the  first  week  of  April, 
and  as  before  will  be  the  biggest  user  of  the  Goose  Bay  facilities,  with  3 
Transall  transports,  12  Tornados  and  18  F-4s. 

The  Dutch  Air  Force  programme  is  similar  to  last  year's,  running  from  21 
April  to  4 October. 

Canadian  Forces  training  at  Goose  Bay  is  once  again  at  a low  level  this 
year,  with  only  four  small  training  detachments  of  CF-18s  due  over  the 
season . 

1997  activity  levels  are  therefore  further  evidence  that  Allied  flying 
training  at  Goose  Bay  is  unlikely  ever  to  reach  even  half  the  sortie  rates 
predicted  by  DND,  and  around  which  the  wildlife  and  resource  users' 
avoidance  programme  was  designed. 

For  the  Innu,  the  major  significance  of  this  is  that  an  avoidance 
programme  designed  to  accommodate  twice  as  many  flights  could,  arguably, 
have  larger  avoidance  areas  without  the  safety  or  quality  of  training 
being  affected. 

- ---  "RE:  TTT  Policy"  

Date:  Fri,  23  May  1997  16:35:47  -0400 

From:  "elaine  flattery"  <flattery@primeline. com> 

Sub j : "TTT"  policy 

UUCP  email 

"TTT"  (Termination -Thru -Taxation) 

American  Indians  in  Danger  in  1997 

Twenty  five  years  ago,  American  indian  people  found  documents  in  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  offices  Washington,  DC  which  revealed  a secret 
"termination"  policy.  "Termination"  would  illegally  end  constitutionally- 
mandated  treaty  responsibilities  and  obligations  of  health  (IHS), 
education,  and  welfare  (GA)  to  indigenous  nations  by  the  u.s.  gov't. 

This  illegal  plot  was  delayed  until  the  year  2000,  however,  due  to  the 
liberation  attempt  of  "Wounded  Knee",  1851  Treaty  Territories  ("south 
Dakota")  by  the  Oglala  Lakota  and  AIM.  Currently,  "governor's  alliance 
conferences"  hold  sessions  devising  "termination  strategies"  against 
Indian  nation  territories  which  their  "states"  wish  to  consume  - all  in 
violation  of  Article  I and  VI  of  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

The  "Termination-Thru-Taxation"  Policy; 

1)  unilaterally  relegates  "tribes"  to  "county/city  status"  under  "state 
governors"  through  the  anti-treaty  "gaming  act  of  1988." 


2)  relegates  federal  treaty  obligation  goods  and  services  (including 
illegal  attempts  to  transform  IHS  to  HMO's)  to  "states"  for  distribution, 
illegally  relinquishing  federal  treaty  responsibility  and  drawing 
"tribes"  closer  to  "state  jurisdiction."  "Termination"  means  no  more  jobs 
at  the  "tribal  hall,  smoke  shop,  treatment  center  or  casino."  State 
jurisdiction  is  the  result  of  termination,  which  would  make  it  difficult  - 
if  not  impossible  - for  Indian  people  (who  would  then  be  "just  american 
citizens")  to  pay  "yearly  state  tax"  on  each  acre  of  land,  forcing  them  to 
sell  to  the  "state"  and  creating  a mass  exodus  of  starving  Indigenous 
children  to  reservation  border  towns  to  live  in  shanties.  Under  state 
jurisdiction,  "open  fires"  would  not  be  allowed  for  American  Indian 
ceremonies  (for  instance  south  Dakota)  due  to  "fire  hazard  danger"  a 
racist  governor  would  implement. 

3)  forces/coerces  "tribes"  into  paying  taxes  on  casino,  cigarette  and 
fuel  profits  in  blatant  violation  of  Article  I of  the  Constitution.  In 
1996,  a congress  bill  was  very  nearly  signed  by  Clinton  which  would  have 
attempted  to  tax  Indian  nations  40%  of  each  casino  profit  dollar. 
Fortunately,  Dole  and  McCain  (republicans)  removed  the  tax  language  out  of 
the  bill  just  prior  to  its  passage.  Clinton  narrowly  escaped  "Genocide 
Act"  violation  charges  - punishable  by  a million  dollar  fine  and  life  in 
prison  - which  Johnnie  Cochran  (O.J.)  was  prepared  to  file  at  a press 
conference  on  Mt.  Rushmore  had  Clinton  authorized  this  illegal  tax.  Your 
support  to  expose  "TTT"  to  the  American  people  who  wish  to  have  their 
Constitution  honored  and  who  will  prevent  government  officials  from 
continuing  Constitution  violations  and  further  crimes  of  genocide  against 
indigenous  red  nations  and  peoples  is  crucial.  If  you  can  assist  this 
effort,  please  contact  Scott  Barta  (712)  277-2235. 

"RE : Bumpy  Road  to  Hawaiian  Independence"  - 

Date:  Fri,  23  May  1997  11:07:43  -1000  (HST) 

From:  Scott  Crawford  <scott@aloha.net> 

Sub j : Bumpy  Road  to  Hawaiian  Independence  - Kanahele  to  be  tried  again 


Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

FOR  RELEASE--May  23,  1997  Contact:  Rolf  Nordahl 

Distribute  freely!  (808)  921-8294 

Rolf@MacMouse . com 

Bumpy  and  Gordon  may  go  on  trial  again! 

Another  stop  on  the  Bumpy  road  to  independence 
HONOLULU- -The  Hawaii  district  court  (federal)  is  expected  to  set  a date 
this  morning  for  the  second  trial  of  Dennis  K.  Kanahele  and  Gordon  Ka'aihue 
on  the  same  charges  (hindering  and  harboring)  from  an  indictment  dated 
August  2,  1995.  That  trial  ended  in  a mistrial  October  31,  1995. 

Background  from  the 

Washington  Law  Review  Vol.  71:379,  1996 

By  William  H.  Rodgers,  Dr. 

"III.  THE  CASE  OF  UNITED  STATES  V.  DENNIS  "BUMPY"  KANAHELE: 

A LEGAL  ANTHROPOLOGY 

On  August  2,  1995,  the  defendant  Kanahele  was  indicted  (together  with 
co-defendant  Gordon  Kaaihue)  and  charged  by  a District  of  Hawaii  grand 
jury  with  interfering  with  a police  officer,  a misdemeanor;  and  two 
felonies-harboring  a fugitive  and  interfering  with  a United  States 
Marshal  while  he  was  engaged  in  his  official  duty.  Kanahele  was  held  for 
three  and  a half  months  without  bail,  and  eventually  was  brought  to 
trial  before  District  Judge  Helen  Gillmor.  A mistrial  was  declared  on 
October  31,  1995  (Halloween),  amidst  newspaper  speculation  about  "jury 
misconduct"  and  even  "tampering,"  as  one  of  the  jurors  fell  victim  to 
the  belief  that  a little  independent  research  on  the  meaning  of  the 
Fourth  Amendment  was  bound  to  be  an  improvement  on  anything  he  was 
likely  to  hear  from  the  presiding  judge.  Subsequently,  after  118  days  in 
prison,  Kanahele  was  released  on  bail  by  order  of  District  Judge  David 
Ezra.  Government  prosecutors  have  expressed  an  intention  to  seek 


convictions  at  a new  trial  in  1996. 


Entire  article  is  online  at: 
http : //hawaii- nation . org/rodgers . html 

More  information  including  historical  background,  reply 
briefs  and  the  petition  for  rehearing  are  online  at: 
http://MacMouse.Com/FreeBumpy 

The  website  also  features  an  interactive  forum  for  discussion, 
mail  address  and  email  addresses  for  support. 

More  detailed  background,  news  articles,  and  statements  of  support 
are  online  at: 

http://hawaii-nation.org/political_prisoner.html 

Supporters  may  send  checks  or  money  orders  to: 

Bumpy  Kanahele  Defense  Fund 
134  Kapahulu  Avenue,  #1005 
Waikiki,  Hawaiian  Islands 
Postal  Zone  96815 

For  further  information:  Rolf@MacMouse.Com 
Send  Bumpy  E-Mail  at:  Puuhonua@Hawaii-Nation.org 

Bumpy  Pu'uhonua  Kanahele  is  widely  recognized  as  the  leader  of  the 
Hawaiian  independence  movement.  These  charges,  intended  to  discredit  Bumpy 
and  the  movement,  could  backfire  on  the  prosecutors,  marshals  and  judges 
and  instead  expose  their  efforts  to  silence  him. 

Rodgers  says  in  his: 

"V.  CONCLUSION 

The  Kanahele  case  is  a shining  example  of  the  sense  of  justice  at  work 
in  human  affairs.  Kanahele  was  prosecuted  because  he  threatened  the 
authorities,  defected  from  the  group,  offended  the  elite,  alienated  his 
peers,  and  tarnished  the  reputations  of  officials.  But  what  makes  the 
U.S.  courts  the  envy  of  the  world  is  that  people  who  come  there  expect 
to  see  justice  happen.  The  same  sense  of  justice  that  drove  this  case 
can  be  turned  on  its  managers,  and  what  do  we  find?  Trumped-up  charges 
and  self-deceptions  by  a bunch  of  nervous  authorities  who  are  protecting 
their  status  and  reputations  by  manipulating  the  laws  of  the  greatest 
democracy  the  world  has  ever  seen." 

The  trial  and  the  independence  issue  are  attracting 
national  attention.  The  ABA  (American  Bar  Association) 
lournal  features  a story  in  their  Dune,  1997  (current) 
issue  entitled: 

"GREETINGS  FROM  'INDEPENDENT'  HAWAII 
By  lames  Podgers 

A drive  to  gain  some  measure  of  self-government  for  Hawaii's  native 
population  raises  questions  about  whether  the  state  might  ever  break  off 
from  the  union ..." 

This  description  is  found  at  the  ABA  website: 
http://www.abanet.org/journal/jun97/home.html 

You  can  get  the  magazine  to  read  the  whole  story.  The  ABA 
lournal  goes  to  its  members--attorneys,  including  most 
politicians.  We  will  forward  it  and  post  it  to  the  web  when 
we  have  an  electronic  version.  The  lournal  is  among  the  most 
influential  magazines  in  the  world.  The  ABA  website  is  at: 
http://www.abanet.org/home.html 

Bumpy's  defense  team  seeks  to  make  the  facts  of  the  case  public  to  enable 
greater  understanding  of  these  "...nervous  authorities..."  and  how  their 
efforts  are  intended  more  to  chill  and  deter  independence  activists  than  to 
prosecute  crime. 


This  trial  is  important  to  all  people  who  call  Hawai'i  home  and  vital  to 
the  soverignty  and  independence  of  Kanaka  Maoli  with  implications  for  all 
indigenous  peoples  of  the  world.  The  outcome  of  the  second  trial  of  Dennis 
K.  Kanahele  and  Gordon  Ka'aihue  will  set  the  tone  for  the  future  of 
independence. 


| Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  | 

[ info@hawaii-nation.org  http://hawaii-nation.org/  \ 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian , whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

"RE : Logging  Bill  Alert"  

Date:  Tue,  20  May  1997  23:21:36  -0800 
From:  Headwaters  News  <wfg@designlink. com> 

Sub j : ALERT:  Salvage  logging  bill  could  close  loophole... 

UUCP  email 

HEADWATERS  ACTION  ALERTS  Week  of  May  19,  1997 


ACTION  #1 

SALVAGE  LOGGING  BILL  UP  FOR  FLOOR  VOTE  BY  NEXT  WEEK 
Background:  Under  state  regulations  the  Pacific  Lumber  Company  has  been 
able  to  perform  salvage  logging  in  the  unprotected  ancient  groves  of 
Headwaters  Forest,  unchecked  by  standard  environmental  review.  This  allows 
Pacific  Lumber  to  skirt  the  normal  environmental  review  attached  to 
standard  logging  plans,  and  remove  up  to  10  percent  of  the  timber  in 
sensitive  endangered  species  habitat,  without  public  and  state  oversight. 
Pacific  Lumber  has  already  exploited  the  salvage  logging  loophole  to  log 
in  the  Headwaters  Forest's  ancient  groves. 

California  State  Assemblyman  Ted  Lempert  has  introduced  a bill  to 
rectify  this  destructive  loophole  and  protect  the  state's  remaining  old- 
growth  forests.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  activists  who  wrote  letters  and 
called  our  key  targets,  the  bill  has  already  passed  two  important 
committees ! 

AB  1313  could  be  heard  on  the  Assembly  floor  as  early  as  next  Monday, 

May  26. 

If  you  are  in  California,  please  contact  the  key  decision-makers  on  this 
piece  of  legislation  as  detailed  on  the  accompanying  alert.  If  we  keep 
pressure  on,  we  have  a chance  to  win  the  floor  vote. 

Please  contact  your  Assembly  Member,  and  the  critical  swing  votes  listed 
below,  to  urge  support  of  AB  1313,  before  the  end  of  this  week  (May  23). 
Circulate  this  alert  to  other  lists  and  contacts  you  have  around  the  state. 

TALKING  POINTS: 

This  bill  would  prevent  the  current  abuse  of  the  salvage  logging  provision 
within  sensitive  old-growth  areas,  particularly  in  the  North  Coast  forest 
district,  including  Headwaters  Forest. 

The  bill  will  simply  require  reasonable  environmental  and  public  review  of 
any  proposed  salvage  operations  in  the  affected  district. 

TOP  PRIORITY  CONTACTS  (The  following  abstained  from  committee  vote  --  need 
extra  pressure ! ) : 

Brooks  Firestone  (Santa  Barbara  and  Ventura  Counties) 

101  W.  Anaparnu  St,  Suite  A 
Santa  Barbara  CA  93101 
805-965-1994  | fax  805-  965-2046 

3oe  Baca  (San  Bernadino  County) 

201  N.  "E"  St.,  Rm.  102 
San  Bernadino,  CA  92401 


909-885-2222  | fax  909-888-5959 

916-445-7454 

HIGH  PRIORITIES: 

Assembly  Speaker 

Cruz  Bustamante  (Fresno,  Tulare  Counties) 

209-445-5532,  916-445-8514  | fax  209-445-6006 

Tom  Torlakson  (Contra  Costa  County) 

815  Estiudillo  St. 

Martinez  CA  94553 
510-372-7990  | fax  372-0934 

916-445-7890  | fax  327-2999 

Denise  Moreno-Ducheny  (San  Diego  County) 

2414  Hoover  Ave,  suite  A 
National  City  CA  91950 
619-477-7979  | fax  477-0207 

916-  445-7556  | fax  322-2271 

OTHER  KEY  VOTES  NEEDED: 

Mike  Machado  (San  loaquin  County) 

Stockton  CA  95202 
209-948-7479  | fax  465-5058 

916-445-7931 

Dennis  Cardoza  (all  of  Merced,  part  of  San  loaquin  and  Stanislaus  Counties) 
Turlock  CA  95380 
209-669-6115  | fax  669-0349 

916-445-8570 

Louis  Caldera  (Los  Angeles  County) 

Los  Angeles  CA  90013 
213-680-4646  | fax  680-1851 

916-445-4843  | fax  443-6812 

Edward  Vincent  (Los  Angeles  County) 

Inglewood  CA  90306 
310-412-6400  | fax  412-6354 

916-445-7533  j fax  327-3517 

REINFORCEMENTS  AND  THANK  YOUs: 

Thank  the  following  for  their  support,  and  urge  them  to  continue  their 
support . 

Michael  Sweeney  (Democratic  Caucus  Leader)  (Alameda  County) 

22320  Foothill  Boulevard,  suite  130 
Hayward  CA  94541 

510-581-1818  | fax  510-581-1053 

Tony  Cardenas 

9140  Van  Nuys  Blvd.,  Suite  109 

Panorama  City  CA  91402 

818-  894-3671  | fax  818-  894-4672 

Kerry  Mazzoni 

Marin  City  Civic  Center 

3501  Civic  Center  Drive,  Room  335 

San  Rafael  CA  94903 

415-479-4920  | fax  415-  479-2123 


ACTION  #2 
BUDGET  FOLLOW-UP 

In  the  wake  of  the  recent  budget  agreement  described  in  this  week's  alert, 
we  need  to  send  President  Clinton  the  message  that  we  appreciate  the 


administration's  effort  to  fulfill  the  federal  side  of  the  agreement  for 
the  7,500-acre  parcel  of  the  60,000-acre  Headwaters  Forest.  However,  we 
must  stress  that  limiting  protection  to  that  fraction  of  the  forest  will 
merely  be  protection  of  a dying  fragment  of  a larger,  vulnerable  ecosystem 
and  he  needs  to  continue  to  pursue  strategies  to  ultimately  protect  the 
entire  60,000-acre  forest. 

The  White  House  Comment  Line  is  202-456-1111. 


Sent  by  the  Headwaters  Sanctuary  Project  and  Bay  Area  Action. 
Repost  at  will  --  Please  include  all  attributions  & contact  info. 
www.enews.org  | mark@enews.org 


> TO  SUBSCRIBE 

Send  a message  to  listproc@envirolink.org  with  only  the  following 
in  the  body: 

subscribe  Headwaters  YourFirstName  YourLastName  CompanyOrOrganization 
Replace  the  appropriate  words  with  your  name  and  any  affiliation. 

Note:  You  must  send  from  the  account  at  which  you  wish  to  receive  messages 
> TO  UNSUBSCRIBE 

Send  a message  to  listproc@envirolink. org  with  only  the  following 
in  the  body: 
unsubscribe  Headwaters 

Note:  You  must  send  from  the  same  account  from  which  you  first  subscribed. 

"RE : Council  on  Historic  Preservation"  — - 

Date:  Fri,  23  May  1997  16:51:49  -0500 
From:  Dohn  Berry  <berryj@OKWAY.OKSTATE . EDU> 

Sub j : (FWD)Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation 

*****PRESS  RE LEASE***** PRESS  RELEASE*****PRESS  RELEASE***** 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
May  15,  1997 

TWO  CONSULTATION  MEETINGS  ANNOUNCED  BY  THE 
ADVISORY  COUNCIL  ON  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION 

The  Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation  has  announced  two  Native 
American  consultation  meetings  on  proposed  changes  to  its  regulations,  the 
Protection  of  Historic  Properties  (36  CFR  Part  800),  which  implement  the 
requirements  of  section  106  of  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act. 

The  Advisory  Council's  regulations  govern  the  process  federal  agencies 
and  project  sponsors  use  to  identify  important  historic,  archaeological 
sites,  and  culturally  significant  places  (including  sacred  sites), 
evaluate  impacts  to  such  places,  and,  if  impacts  are  identified,  develop 
acceptable  means  to  avoid,  minimize  or  mitigate  them. 

The  Advisory  Council  has  been  working  on  revisions  to  its  regulations 
since  1992,  when  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  was  amended  to 
make  Native  Americans  and  tribal  governments  equal  partners  in  national 
historic  preservation  program,  including  the  processes  covered  by  the 
Advisory  Council's  regulations. 

Until  these  two  meetings  were  scheduled,  however,  the  Advisory  Council 
had  made  no  real  effort  to  consult  with  Native  Americans  or  tribal 
governments  in  developing  the  draft  revisions.  Advisory  Council  staff 
expect  to  have  draft  regulations  ready  for  consideration  at  the  next  full 
meeting  of  the  Advisory  Council  on  Dune  19-20. 

"These  two  meetings  are  very  important  to  tribal  governments  and  Native 
Americans  who  are  interested  in  protecting  their  heritage  from  the  effects 
of  federal  projects.  These  meetings  are  likely  to  be  the  only  opportunity 
they  get  to  consult  on  these  matters  before  the  full  Advisory  Council 
meets  to  consider  whether  or  not  to  adopt  the  proposed  revisions,"  said 
Alan  Downer,  Navajo  Nation  Historic  Preservation  Officer. 

These  meetings  represent  an  opportunity  for  tribes  to  be  heard  on  these 
crucial  issues.  A copy  of  the  the  ACHP  letter  inviting  comments  on  the 
proposed  regulations,  which  also  announces  the  two  consultation  meetings, 
is  attached.  Further  information  may  be  obtained  directly  from  the 
Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation.  Please  contact  Claudia  Nissley 


at  (303)969-5110. 
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Oyea,  Tau  Natiaos,  Guatiaos 

It  is  an  honor  that  you  allow  me  to  speak  and  to  tell  the  stories  that 
have  no  beginning  and  have  no  end.  Allowing  each  of  us  to  speak  is  a 
tradition  that  we  should  cherish  as  did  our  ancestors.  We  have  spoken 
sometimes  with  fire  and  sometimes  with  sorrow  about  the  cultural  and 
spiritual  rape  that  we  are  experiencing  at  the  hands  of  the  'others',  and 
we  are  right  to  do  so,  and  we  must  continue  to  resist  by  speaking  with 
fire  and  sorrow  and  with  action  if  necessary. 

Brothers  and  Sisters  if  we  lose  these  things  then  we  have  nothing  and  we 
end  up  'as'  nothing.  This  is  the  objective  of  some  of  the  'others',  but 
they  have  never  prevailed  over  our  spirit  and  they  never  will  IF  we 
continue  to  resist.  Our  ceremonies,  sacred  objects,  identity,  and  stories 
are  not  trinkets,  not  costumes  for  'playing'  they  "are"  the  People  and  all 
thieves  should  be  made  aware  that  they  can  not  steal  our  identity  without 
feeling  our  wrath. 

My  father  was  a dream  talker  and  teller  of  stories  as  was  his  father, 
and  his  father  before  him.  The  stories  are  just  as  precious  as  any 
artifact  and  are  an  important  part  of  many  ceremonies.  The  'others'  may 
hear  but  the  Creator  did  not  give  them  reasoning  to  understand  because 
they  are  our  stories.  Yet,  they  steal  the  stories  claim  them  for  their 
own,  and  try  to  deceive  us  with  stories  created  in  their  own  minds.  The 
stories  must  be  told  with  respect  and  how  can  they  respect  our  ancestors 
as  we  do?  They  do  not  understand  our  stories  - but  we  do  understand 
theirs,  theirs  is  intended  to  deceive  and  are  based  on  lies,  racism  and 
hate.  Our  stories  can  only  be  told  and  understood  if  told  and  heard  with 
love  and  truth.  The  stories  tell  our  children  who  we  are  and  it  tells  how 
the  Creator  brought  all  things  to  be.  They  teach  us  about  our  ancestors, 
creation,  one-legged  and  four-legged  brothers,  the  true  meaning  of  courage, 
wisdom,  understanding,  unity,  laughter,  tears,  hope,  dignity,  respect,  and 
harmony. 

The  stories  are  passed  from  one  generation  to  the  next.  They  came  to  us 
from  the  creator,  from  Brothers  and  Sisters  of  wisdom,  ancestors,  and 
dreams.  If  a story  comes  from  a dream,  and  the  dreamer  tells  the  story 
and  then  the  story  is  mocked  what  is  really  being  mocked?  Is  it  the  story? 
Is  it  the  dreamer?  Is  it  the  giver  of  the  dream?  In  the  dream  the  dreamer 
is  told  "these  are  my  words,  do  not  forget  them"  My  father,  and 
grandfather  and  great-grand-father  have  said  this  to  me  many  times.  When 
the  stories  are  treated  with  disdain  and  misunderstanding  then  it  is  not 
the  teller  of  the  story  that  is  being  insulted  but  rather  it  is  the 
ancestors  and  the  giver  of  the  dreams  and  those  that  understand  the  story 
that  receive  the  insult. 

The  others  can  dress,  talk,  eat,  and  act  like  Indians  but  - like  the 
pot  that  was  made  without  ever  touching  the  fire  their  lies  will  not 
endure.  We  will  know  what  is  real  because  we  are  the  vessels  that  has 
been  hardened  by  the  flames  and  they  are  the  clay  pots  that  has  been 
molded  only  in  their  minds.  They  are  pliable  and  weak  - we  are  firm  and 
strong.  We,  who  have  nothing  - share  everything  but  for  the  'others'  , 
having  nothing  is  excuse  to  steal.  A true  warrior  is  known  by  his  courage 
and  a true  story  will  be  known  by  its  truth.  Brothers  and  Sisters,  protect 
what  belongs  to  the  People.  You  must  protect  the  stories  as  you  would 
protect  the  rest  of  our  culture. 

Adonaset 

Walk  in  Harmony 

adonaset@radix.net 
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WHO  IS  ZINTKA  LANUNI? 

About  six  years  ago  there  was  a terrible  war  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Sioux  Indians. 

On  the  most  famous  battlefield  of  that  war  the  writer  travelled  only 
the  year  before  in  her  visitations  to  Indian  camps  for  pupils  for 
Carlisle . 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  go  into  the  details  of  the  so-called  Sioux 
outbreak,  nor  speak  as  to  the  cause  of  it,  but  one  day  when  the  soldiers 
were  thick  among  the  bluffs  at  Wounded  Knee  and  orders  had  been  issued 
for  disbanding  Bigfoot's  band,  the  Indians  could  stand  it  no  longer,  and 
a medicine  man  throwing  a handful  of  earth  into  the  air  gave  the  signal 
for  the  warriors  to  fire. 

The  United  States  troops,  Custer's  old  regiment,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Forsythe,  charged  back,  and  after  the  battle  was  over  nothing 
that  wore  a blanket  was  alive. 

The  slaughter  of  the  Indians  was  terrific. 

The  next  day  a terrible  blizzard  set  in,  and  for  four  days  the  dead 
were  left  alone  in  the  ravine  where  the  battle  had  waged. 

On  the  fourth  day  a little  babe  was  discovered  nestled  in  the  arms  of 
its  dead  mother. 

A bullet  had  killed  the  mother,  but  as  she  fell  she  had  gathered  her 
blanket  closely  about  the  child. 

This  with  the  heavy  covering  of  snow,  had  kept  the  babe  warm. 

It  was  almost  perished  from  hunger,  but  soon  rallied  when  placed  in 
the  care  of  some  Indian  women. 

As  the  woman  crooned  over  it  and  slowly  nursed  it  back  to  life  they 
constantly  wailed,  "Zintka  Lanuni,"  meaning  "poor  lost  bird." 

Colonel  Colby  and  wife,  who  have  no  family,  were  touched  by  the 
incident,  and  as  the  parents  of  the  babe,  had  both  perished  in  the 
battle,  they  brought  the  little  one  to  their  home,  and  for  six  years 
little  Zintka  has  been  cared  for  with  devotion  by  her  foster  parents. 

The  blanket  and  little  bonnet  worn  by  the  baby  are  treasured 


possessions  of  Mrs.  Colby. 

The  little  bonnet  had  been  wrought  with  great  skill  by  the  mother. 

It  is  soft  leather,  exquisitely  worked  with  colored  beads  in 
geometrical  patterns,  and  with  a special  design  on  either  side  of  a 
United  States  flag. 

Mrs.  Colby  states  that  she  never  looks  at  the  two  little  flags, 
wrought  with  so  much  skill  by  the  poor  Indian  mother,  without  a feeling 
of  intense  sadness  that  a United  States  bullet  should  have  entered  one 
loyal  life. 

"The  little  flags,  if  nothing  else,"  Mrs.  Colby  says,  "would  make 
little  Zintka  dear  to  us." 

The  training  of  the  little  one,  and  her  education  will  be  watched  with 
interest.  Belonging  to  a tribe  that  has  proved  itself  almost 
unconquerable,  the  development  of  the  child  with  civilized  surroundings 
will  in  the  future  have  weight. 

Zintka  attends  kindergarten  now,  and  the  differences  between  her  and 
other  little  ones  have  not  yet  been  marked  enough  for  comment. 

In  disposition  at  home  and  in  the  kindergarten  she  is  extremely 
affectionate,  willful,  but  amenable  to  reason. 

Mrs.  Colby  is  one  of  the  prominent  officials  of  the  National  Woman's 
Suffrage  Association  and  editor  of  "The  Woman's  Tribune,"  the  organ  of 
the  body. 

Her  home  is  in  Beatrice,  Nebr., though  her  duties  call  her  frequently 
to  Washington,  D.C. 


Invitations  for  Dickinson  College  Commencement  Exercises  have  been 
received,  and  the  program  for  the  week  beginning  Saturday  Dune  5th,  has 
a very  promising  and  interesting  look. 

We  see  by  the  "Laramie  Boomerang"  that  Donald  Campbell  is  playing 
first  violin  in  the  Lowell  Literary  Society  Orchestra  of  the  Wyoming 
University.  They  gave  a public  entertainment  of  the  30th  of  the  month. 
-[The  Indian  Guide. 

A part  of  to-morrow's  ceremonies  will  be  sad.  Many  are  the  fathers, 
brothers,  cousins  and  friends  who  fell  in  battle.  The  weird  funeral 
march,  and  the  viewing  of  the  graves  of  loved  ones  will  call  to  mind  the 
days  when  they  were  with  the  living. 

The  Senior  Class  held  a meeting  in  Miss  Cutter's  room  last  Friday 
evening  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a class  organization.  The  following 
officers  were  elected:  President,  Edw.  Peterson;  Vice-President,  Sarah 
Flynn;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Lillie  Complainville;  Reporter,  Caleb 
Sickles:  Executive  Committee:  Edythe  Pierce,  David  McFarland  and  Cora 
Cornelius . 

Miss  Shaffner  brought  Marie  Marmom  from  her  country  home  this  week. 

She  had  an  attack  of  pneumonia,  and  is  still  weak  from  it,  but  she  has 
been  examined  critically  by  our  physician  and  pronounced  safe.  While 
out.  Miss  Shaffner  saw  25  of  the  girls  who  are  in  country  homes  and  says 
she  found  them  all  doing  well  and  very  happy  in  their  work  and 
surroundings . One  little  girl  not  well  enough,  we  thought,  to  earn  more 
than  her  board  has  improved  so  much  and  done  so  well  that  her  country 
mother  is  going  to  pay  her  wages.  The  girls  have  found  that  work  does 
not  hurt  them.  They  are  rather  proud  to  be  able  to  take  upon  themselves 
the  womanly  responsibilities  of  housekeeping.  The  idea  that  our  girls 
go  out  to  be  ladies  and  only  to  have  good  times  while  getting  the 
benefits  of  change  of  air  and  diet  is  erroneous.  They  do  have  good 
times  but  they  go  out  to  WORK  and  they  are  not  ashamed  to  own  it. 

Mr.  Weber  came  near  having  a very  serious  accident  on  Monday  morning. 
Greenbird  attempted  to  lift  a bucket  of  whitewash  over  a high  picket 
fence  to  Mr.  Weber  who  stood  the  other  side  looking  up  with  hands 
reaching  out  to  receive  it.  The  bucket  caught  on  the  picket  and  the 
entire  contents  were  emptied  into  Mr.  Weber's  face  and  eyes.  He  felt 
for  a time  that  he  should  go  insane  with  the  burning  pain.  Rushing  to 
the  horse-trough,  which  fortunately  was  near,  he  doused  his  head  and 
face  therein,  washing  off  the  thick,  and  then  went  to  the  hospital, 
where  his  face  was  carefully  cleaned  and  thoroughly  anointed  with  olive 
oil.  He  was  about  his  work  soon  after,  having  lost  not  more  than  an 


hour  or  two. 

At  English  Speaking  meeting  on  Saturday  night,  Mr.  Standing  told  us 
more  about  the  Tennessee  Exposition.  The  Art  Building,  an  exact 
reproduction  of  the  old  Parthenon  in  Greece  was  described  and  pronounced 
one  of  the  most  imposing  and  interesting  buildings  on  the  grounds.  As  a 
side  story  he  told  of  an  educated  horse  which  is  attracting  a great  deal 
of  attention,  and  closed  with  suggestions  for  serious  thought  upon  the 
negro  problem  of  the  United  States. 

lames  Flannery  went  to  Newville  last  week  to  play  his  cornet  in  an 
orchestra  at  their  High  School  Commencement. 

Vacation  is  in  sight. 

May  entertainment  this  week. 

The  store-house  was  painted  this  week. 

A joke  --  Miss  Ericson  has  sold  her  wheel. 

Shelah,  who  was  not  well  a few  weeks  ago,  is  looking  better. 

The  guard  house  is  occupied  by  a boarder,  the  first  for  a long  time. 

The  art  class  is  doing  some  beautiful  pastel  work  in  colors,  these  days. 

George  Suis  who  has  had  a serious  attack  of  pneumonia  is  still  very  ill. 

Capt.  Timothy  Henry,  of  Company  E (class  '96)  has  gone  to  the  country  to 
take  a turn  at  farming. 

Miss  Cummins  spent  Saturday  on  the  Battle  Field  of  Gettysburg.  Where 
there  is  a will  there  is  a way. 

Capt.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  spent  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  Washington,  D.C.  The 
Captain  was  summoned  before  a special  committee  of  the  Senate,  making 
inquiries  into  the  Civil  Service. 

Frank  Hudson  is  acting  disciplinarian  in  Mrs.  Thompson's  absence. 

The  space  in  front  of  the  laundry  is  filled  in  and  sown  with  grass 
seed.  Now  Misses  Bowersox  and  Hill  can  put  on  a bold  front. 

In  fitting  up  the  new  laundry  a steam  kettle  was  placed  for  making 
soap,  which  is  now  being  used,  and  barrels  of  old  fat  are  being  turned 
into  excellent  soap. 

The  potatoes  are  not  much  above  ground,  but  find  the  same  old  bugs 
standing  in  line  waiting  for  something  to  eat.  The  enemy  of  the  potato 
bug,  however,  is  the  Indian  boy  who  picks  for  ten  cents  a quart. 


SATURDAY'S  GAME. 


A Big  Score  in  Favor  of  the  Indians. 


On  Saturday,  at  noon,  the  large  Herdic  went  to  the  station  and  brought 
out  to  the  school  the  baseball  team  of  Pennsylvania  College,  Gettysburg, 
who  had  defeated  the  Indians  by  a score  of  5 to  3 at  Gettysburg  a few 
weeks  before. 

The  Gettysburg  men  were  received  with  open  arms  by  the  Indians,  for 
didn't  we  intend  to  send  them  back  with  heads  down  over  a defeat?  So  in 
everything  outside  the  game  special  attention  was  given  the  visiting 
team,  who  proved  themselves,  all  through,  gentlemen  of  the  first  class. 

The  game  was  called  at  2 o'clock,  and  a good  crowd  consisting  of  town 
people  and  home  folk  were  enthusiastic  with  expectancy. 

The  Indians  took  first  bat  and  scored  6 runs.  Gettysburg  did  not  get 
a run  until  the  6th  inning,  and  that  was  the  only  one  they  got,  while 
the  Indians  ran  up  a score  of  27.  The  players  on  our  side  were  as 
follows:  Frank  Hudson,  Captain  and  lb.,  Jacob  Jamison,  p.,  Hawley 
Pierce,  c.,  George  Shelafo,  ss.,  Wallace  Miller,  3b.,  Artie  Miller,  cf., 
Chauncy  Archiquette,  If.,  Christian  Eastman,  2bl,  Jonas  Mitchell,  rf. 

THE  SCORE  BY  INNINGS. 

Indians  604033551  -27 

Gettysburg 000001000  -1 


REMARKS  AROUND  THE  LINE  AS  THE  GAME  PROGRESSED 


What's  the  matter  with  Captain  Hudson?  He's  all  right.  Who's  all 
right?  Hudson,  because  he's  frank. 

What's  the  reason  we  are  going  to  beat  the  enemy?  Because  we  have  the 
right  man  to  shell-a-foe. 


Why  should  lamison  be  called  a Pine  Knot?  Because  he's  full  of 
pitch.  But  why  can  he  hold  lots  of  lemonade?  Because  he  is  a first 
class  pitcher. 

Why  should  Hawley  Pierce  be  able  to  get  a good  wife?  Because  he  is 
big  enough  to  catcher. 

What  does  the  Indian  team  want  with  two  Millers?  To  grind  and  saw. 
Grind  what?  Grind  pencil  points  for  the  score  men.  Saw  what?  Saw 
saw-dust  for  the  saw-dust  bags. 

Why  should  Archiquette  be  called  "Flour  and  Eggs?"  Because  he  makes  a 
good  batter. 

What's  the  matter  with  Christian  Eastman?  He's  all  right.  But  he  is 
a Christian,  and  steals!  What  does  he  steal?  He  steals  bases. 

Who  is  Marshall?  He's  the  side  line  man  who  "marshals"  his  forces  to 
start  the  yells.  Yah!  Yah! 

Why  do  the  Indians  have  that  man  Clark  for  umpire?  Because  he's  a 
smith  and  hits  the  decisions  with  a sledge-hammer  squareness. 

What's  the  matter  with  Gettysburg?  Oh,  the  geese  they  ate  laid  too 
many  eggs  for  a good  looking  score. 

Why  was  it  so  cool  on  the  side  lines?  The  Gettysburg  men  fanned  the 
air  with  their  bats. 

Why  would  the  Gettysburg  team  make  good  workmen  in  a ship  yard? 

Because  they  have  so  many  pitchers. 


- Submitted  by  Barbara  Landis 
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*Mr.  Government* 

Mr.  Government, 

Look  at  my  Forest, 

Clearcut  for  corporate  America. 

Unnecessary  destruction. 

And  the  environment  is  dying. 

Mr.  Government, 

Look  at  my  river  and  streams. 

Polluted  by  Corporate  America. 

Unnecessary  destruction. 

And  the  environment  is  dying. 

Mr.  Government, 

Look  at  my  mountains  and  valleys. 

Destroyed  by  Corporate  America. 

Unnecessary  destruction. 

And  the  environment  is  dying. 

Mr.  Government, 

Look  at  my  four-legged  and  winged  relations. 

Murdered  by  Corporate  America. 

Unnecessary  destruction. 

And  the  environment  is  dying. 

Mr.  Government, 

Look  at  my  aquatic  life. 

Polluted  and  destroyed  by  corporate  America. 


Unnecessary  destruction , 

And  the  environment  is  dying. 

Mr.  Government, 

Look  at  our  reservations. 
Destroyed  by  you,  society, 
and  corporate  america. 
Unnecessary  destruction. 

Of  the  culture  and  belief's. 

Of  the  Indian  people. 

The  Sovereign  Nations 
Of  nen,  women  and  children. 

Old  and  young. 

Ties  to  the  environment. 

All  dying  in  the  name  of  greed. 

By 


= Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra.net 
= Elko  Indian  Colony 

= Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society  = 
= 1581  Pinenut  Circle,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 
= Phone:  (702)  738-4147  Fax:  (702)  738-7070 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sun,  18  May  97  02:51:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  1-7 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

Dune  was  the  time  when  the  fishermen  got  their  a-ei  nets  in  readiness  for 
catching  the  opelu,  procuring  in  advance  the  sticks  to  use  for  keeping  its 
mouth  open. 

1 

To  walk  between  the  islands  is  a secret  of  the  ancients. 

2 

Summer  rain  is  illuminated  by  the  beauty  of  a rainbow. 

3 

Time  is  little  more  than  a kiss  of  wind  upon  the  land. 

4 

The  lullabies  of  night  creatures  sing  me  to  my  dreams. 

5 

To  the  youthful  heart,  the  whole  world  is  filled  with  wonder. 

6 

The  fragrance  of  summer  blossoms  pervades  my  dreams. 

7 

Waste  nothing  --  use  every  gift  the  land  gives  you. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  


Date:  Thu,  29  May  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 


Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Wed,  21  May  1997  12:11:46  -0700 
From:  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn.org> 

Sub j : Rally  Marks  7th  Anniversary  of  Bari  Bombing 

Dustice  for  Dudi  Bari 

c/o  Redwood  Summer  Dustice  Project 

P0  Box  14720,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95402 

Contact:  Dennis  Cunningham  415-285-8091;  Alicia  Littletree 
707-459-1466; 

Betty/Gary  Ball  707-468-1660;  Tanya  Brannan  707-528-9043 
For  Immediate  Release 

May  23  Rally  on  7th  Anniversary  of  Car  Bombing 
is  the  First  Since  Bari's  Death 

FBI  Scandal  Coverage  has  yet  to  include  Bari  Bombing  Case 

Earth  First!  activists  and  other  defenders  of  civil  rights  will 
gather  on  Friday,  May  23,  1997  at  noon  in  front  of  the  FBI  offices 
at  the  Federal  Building,  1301  Clay  Street  in  Oakland,  California. 

The  event  will  offer  a retrospective  of  law  enforcement  mishandling 
of  the  Bari  bombing  case,  which  is  even  more  timely  in  light  of 
recent  FBI  scandals.  The  press  conference  and  rally  will  be  the 
first  involving  the  case  since  the  March  2 death  of  Earth  First! 
activist  Dudi  Bari. 

Media  reports  have  revealed  that  in  the  high  profile  FBI  cases  of 
Ruby  Ridge,  the  Olympic  bombing,  and  even  the  Oklahoma  City  bombing, 
FBI  misconduct  and  ineptitude  have  abounded.  Yet  these  front  page 
reports  have  not  included  the  most  outrageous  of  recent  examples  of 
FBI  malfeasance- -that  surrounding  the  May  24,  1990  car  bombing  of 
Dudi  Bari  and  Darryl  Cherney. 

Recent  revelations  of  wrongdoing  at  the  FBI's  crime  lab  have 
focused  intense  criticism  on  the  agency  and  the  integrity  of  its 
investigations.  In  the  Bari  case,  Oakland  Police  claim  it  was  FBI 
Special  Agent  David  R.  Williams  who  told  them  that  nails  in  the  bomb 
matched  those  found  in  Bari's  house  in  an  attempt  to  link  the 
activists  to  the  bomb.  In  fact,  evidence  shows  that  no  incriminating 
match  of  nails  was  possible,  and  the  investigators  were  well  aware 
of  that  fact.  Williams  is  one  of  three  lab  experts  transferred  from 
their  jobs  following  the  Inspector  General's  finding  that  the  FBI 
crime  lab  regularly  distorted  and  manipulated  scientific  evidence  to 
support  the  prosecution's  position  in  court  cases. 

Bari  and  fellow  Earth  First!  activist  Darryl  Cherney  have  a 
six-year-old  lawsuit  against  the  FBI  and  Oakland  Police  for  civil 
rights  violations  surrounding  the  car-bomb  assassination  attempt. 
These  law  enforcement  agencies  falsely  arrested  Bari  and  Cherney  for 
transporting  the  bomb  that  was  clearly  meant  to  kill  them.  The 
lawsuit  charges  the  police  agencies  conspired  to  neutralize 
organizing  activities  for  Earth  First! 's  Redwood  Summer  and  to 
discredit  the  movement  as  a whole. 

"Rather  than  conduct  a legitimate  investigation  to  find  the  real 
bombers,  the  agencies  instead  used  the  attack  to  smear  Bari  and 
Cherney,  Earth  First!  and  the  Northern  California  environmental 
movement,"  said  Cunningham.  No  charges  were  ever  filed,  and  to  this 
day  there  has  been  no  legitimate  investigation  of  the  bombing. 
Meanwhile,  a would-be  assassin  roams  free,  with  the  apparent 
blessing  of  the  FBI  and  Oakland  Police. 

The  press  conference  preceding  the  rally  will  include  Dennis 
Cunningham,  lead  attorney  in  the  case  Bari  v.  United  States  of 
America;  Darryl  Cherney,  co-plaintiff;  and  Tanya  Brannan  and  Alicia 
Littletree  of  the  Redwood  Summer  Dustice  Project. 

++++++++++++++++++ 

Visit  the  Dudi  Bari  Flome  Page  for  lots  more  info  at 


http://www.moniton.net/~bari 


Date:  27  May  1997  23:28:58  GMT 

From:  "Edward  3.  Crowley  3r."  <ecrowley@ci. Shrewsbury. ma.us> 
Sub  j : W.I.I.C.  POW-WOW 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

May  31  & Dune  1,1997 
Held  at  Rutland  State  Park 
Rutland,  Mass. 

Off  Route  122  and  122A.  Follow  the  signs. 

For  information  call  (508)754-3300  or  (508)754-4994 
Native  American  crafts  for  sale. 

Traders  & Craftsmen,  Dewelry,  Art, 

Knives,  Furs,  Blankets,  Food,  etc. 

Park  Admission:  $2.00 
Includes : 

+Picnic  areas 
+Lifeguard 
+Swimming 
+Bathrooms 

Free  admission  to  Pow-Wow 
+ Walking  Bear  Drum 
+ Dancers 

+ Music  of  the  Andes  by  Inca/Sapi 
+ Storytelling 

Saturday  - May  31  - Programs  2:00  & 4:00PM 
Opening  Ceremony 

Native  American  Drumming  And  Dancing 
Sunday  - Dune  1 - 1PM 
Native  American  Drumming  And  Dancing 
Closing  Ceremony 

I will  be  helping  out  this  year,  stop  and  say  hello. 

Hope  to  see  everyone  there. 

Wanishi 
Black  Wolf 


Date:  21  May  1997  20:30:50  -0400 
Sub j : Baby  Buffalo  Pow  Wow  Reminder 
From:  DynaSoar@YGRI.net  (Doktor  DynaSoar) 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 

Brush  Creek  Farms  presents: 

The  Second  Annual  Baby  Buffalo  Native  American  Primitive  Pow  Wow 
Hosted  by:  Rebirth  Of  A Nation  --  Continuing  The  Unbroken  Circle 
"We  can't  change  the  past  but  we  can  help  change  the  future." 

Proceeds  from  this  event  benefit  Native  people. 

Donations  of  food,  quality  used  clothing  (including  coats  and 
sweaters),  new  clothing,  blankets  and  cash  donations  are  accepted. 
Native  Crafts,  Native  Art,  Native  Dance, 

Native  Food,  Native  Music,  Native  Dewelry 
Host  Drum:  Whirlwind  All  Nations  Singers 
LOCATION:  Brush  Creek  Buffalo  Farm,  Riner,  VA 
From  Interstate  81  take  exit  114,  Rt.  8,  south,  towards  Floyd. 

Appx.  8.5  miles,  turn  left  onto  Rt.  602.  Follow  602  to  intersection 
of  Rt  617  and  bear  left  onto  617.  The  road  turns  to  gravel.  Dust 
stay  on  this  and  follow  signs  to  pow  wow. 

DATES  AND  TIMES:  Friday  May  30,  Saturday  May  31,  Sunday  Dune  1, 

10:00  AM  to  8:00  PM  all  days. 

ADMISSION:  $5.00  adult,  children  under  12  free,  senior  citizens  free. 
Intertribal:  Everyone  is  welcome  to  attend  this  event,  especially  the 
public.  Please  bring  a lawn  chair  or  blanket  to  sit  on  so  you  can 
enjoy  the  pow  wow  in  comfort. 

All  dancers  who  register  at  the  committee  booth  will  have  their  names 


placed  in  a drawing  for  free  prizes. 

Absolutely  no  drugs  or  alcohol  allowed. 

Host  motel:  Hollo  Inn  (540)  381-0150 

Camping  available  at  Claytor  Lake  Park,  appx.  13  miles  SW  along  1-81 
from  pow  wow  exit.  Camping  is  available  at  the  site  for  drums, 
dancers  and  traders,  but  be  aware  this  is  primitive  camping  --  no 
facilities.  Volunteers  needed;  For  more  information  on  volunteering 
call  Rusty  at  (540)  789-7049 

Other  information  (general  and  trader  contracts)  call 
Art  Hoover  (540)  382-6753,  Ingrid  Vaughn  (540)  381-2275  or 
David  Shupe  (after  7 PM)  (540)  980-5784 


Writer's  notes:  I attended  this  event  last  year.  They  ferry  the 
attendees  to  the  site  by  haywagon,  past  hill  sides  where  bison  graze, 
down  to  a secluded  valley.  It's  a beautiful,  quiet  place  where  you 
can  hear  the  drums  and  songs  echo  for  generations. 

The  hosts.  Brush  Creek  Farms,  are  very  fine  people  who  run  the 
bison  farm  and  have  a store  in  Riner,  VA.  Call  them  at  (540) 

381-9764  and  ask  for  a pamphlet  on  their  store.  Besides  buffalo 
meat,  skins  and  other  products,  they  sell  art  work  by  many  local 
artists . 

As  always,  I offer  limited  camping  space  here,  no  charge.  I'm  a 
couple  miles  closer  than  Claytor  Lake,  but  still  about  20  miles  from 
the  site.  And  I have  "facilities".  Please  e-mail  or  call  (540) 
731-9597  (don't  let  the  computerized  voice  answering  machine  throw 
you)  for  directions  and  arrangements . I've  got  two  couples  staying 
so  far.  Still  some  room. 

This  has  been  another  fine  dynasor@en.com  production. 


Date:  Sun,  18  May  1997  06:16:06  -0700 
From:  IMBURGIA  <imburgia@whidbey . com> 

Sub j : Cultural  Curriculum  Development  Workshop 

Cultural  Curriculum  Development  Workshop 
7/3/1997 

Dune  30-Duly  3,  1997  in  Poison,  Montana,  the  American  Indian 
Institute  will  host  its  17th  Annual  Cultural  Curriculum  Development 
Workshop . 

This  workshop  will  focus  on  teaching  the  process  of  cultural 
curriculum  development.  Following  this  workshop,  participants  will 
be  able  to  take  this  process  back  to  their  local  programs  to 
establish  cultural  curriculum  teams  in  their  local  areas.  During  the 
workshop,  each  participant  will  develop  3 cultural  lessons  which 
will  be  edited  by  American  Indian  Institute  staff  and  printed  in  a 
cultural  curriculum  guide  sent  to  all  workshop  participants.  For 
more  information,  please  email  us. 


Date:  21  May  1997  03:09:08  GMT 
From:  mosa@rapidnet.com  (Rebecca  Lord) 

Sub j : Gathering  - Spiritual  Unity  of  the  World 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

****  spiritual  UNITY  OF  THE  WORLD  **** 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

"The  Gathering  of  Eagles" 

Custer,  South  Dakota 
Dune  26  - 29,  1997 

The  Spiritual  Unity  of  the  World  is  a gathering  of  all  people  from 
all  Nations  uniting  spiritually  through  the  sharing  and  respecting 
each  other's  traditions  and  philosophies  of  life.  The  Gatherings 
are  a time  to  share  prayers,  stories,  and  teachings  from  the  past 
and  present  for  the  enlightenment  and  upliftment  of  humanity.  Our 


focus  for  this  year's  Gathering  is: 

Celebrating  a Community  of  Unity  and  Diversity 
upon  a Foundation  of  LOVE,  TRUST,  and  RESPECT. 

Planned  Activities 


Honoring  of  the  Elders,  Traditions,  Singing  and  Dancing,  Youth 
Activities,  Talking  Stick  Circles,  Purification  Lodges, 

Cross-Cultural  Discussions,  Music  and  Storytelling,  and  Spiritual 
Healing  for  Mother  Earth.  This  year  we  are  making  an  effort  to 
reach  out  to  all  cultures  and  religions. 

History  and  Purpose 

Many  years  ago.  Black  Elk  had  a vision  of  peace  and  unity  among  all 
peoples.  Though  the  years  have  passed.  Black  Elk's  vision  has  been 
pondered  and  cherished  by  many,  knowing  that  at  some  time,  the 
vision  would  be  fulfilled.  Sitting  Bull  also  spoke  of  the  time  when 
there  would  be  a gathering  of  the  tribes.  People  continue  to  ponder 
these  prophesies  of  the  great  leaders  and  to  consult  with  the  Elders 
regarding  when  and  how  these  prophesies  would  be  fulfilled.  Many 
believe  that  the  time  is  now. 

For  thousands  of  years  Elders,  Grandmothers,  Medicine  men  and  women 
on  many  islands  of  our  planet  have  known  that  someday  all  races 
would  be  reunited  and  would  bring  healing  to  our  Mother  Earth. 
Indigenous  peoples  who  have  retained  a spiritual  way  of  life  would 
teach  their  brothers  and  sisters  all  over  the  planet  how  to  renew 
these  ways  and  live  in  humility,  having  respect  for  all  and  a sense 
of  oneness  with  each  other  and  their  Creator. 

In  1988,  the  Elders  were  consulted  regarding  the  many  prophesies 
and  the  time  of  their  fulfillment.  It  was  believed  that  only  the 
medicine  people  and  the  Elders  would  gather  together  together  to 
consult,  and  then  teach  and  lead  others.  But  the  Elders  were  filled 
with  urgency.  They  felt  there  wasn't  much  time  remaining,  that 
there  had  to  be  gathering  now.  Understanding  must  be  given  to  all 
mankind,  and  as  many  as  possible  must  be  included.  The  Elders  said 
things  must  be  done  "in  a good  way"  so  that  the  prophesies  could  be 
fulfilled  as  they  had  been  revealed.  The  guidance  of  the  Elders  was 
followed  and  the  first  Spiritual  Unity  of  the  Tribes  gathering  was 
held  in  Saskatchewan  in  1990.  In  1991  the  people  of  Nambe  Pueblo  in 
New  Mexico  hosted  the  third  gathering. 

It  was  determined  that  the  Spiritual  Unity  of  the  Tribes  IV 
gathering  would  be  held  in  the  Heart  of  the  Turtle  Island.  It  is  the 
"Gathering  of  Eagles".  A Dakotah  Elder  told  his  people  of  this 
gathering  more  than  thirty  years  ago. 

The  "Gathering  of  Eagles"  will  be  held  in  the  Black  Hills  of  South 
Dakota,  in  the  traditional  territory  of  the  Lakota  Nation.  A small 
number  of  Native  people  were  told  by  the  Spirits  to  pray  for  peace 
and  the  Black  Hills  for  four  years.  At  the  second  gathering  in 
Saskatchewan,  this  small  group  asked  permission  of  the  Canadian 
Elders  to  host  the  1992  gathering  and  the  Elders  agreed. 

When  the  Spir 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Dun  4 22:57:14  1997 
Date:  Tue,  3 Dun  1997  19:44:36  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.023 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM  Taino-L  & Native-L  lists; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native, igc . indig. language; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  North  American  Spirit  Lodge; 
Fleadwaters  Sanctuary  Project  and  Bay  Area  Action 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"This  isn't  an  Indian  issuej  nor  is  it  a white  issue.  It's  everybody's 
issue.  Everybody  has  to  take  care  of  that  water.  The  women  are  the  ones 
who  are  the  keepers  of  that  water.  I ask  all  women  to  stand  up  and 
support  that  and  realize  that  if  it  weren't  for  the  water  none  of  us 
would  be  here  today  because  when  we  first  started  out  in  life,  we  were 
born  in  that  water  in  our  mother's  womb.  And  that's  what  they're  going 
to  pollute." 

Francis  Van  Zile,  Anishinabekwe  (Chippewa  woman) 

Speaking  on  the  pollution  of  Wolf  River 
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Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

In  the  short  time  of  this  one  last  century  more  has  been  done  to  bring 
harm  to  our  Mother  Earth  than  in  all  times  before.  The  poisons  that  are 
cycled  again  and  again  through  the  very  water  we  drink  is  staggering. 

The  holes  in  the  ozone  above  both  polar  caps  are  now  a concern  to  the 
industrial  nations  that  created  it  - they  say  those  concerns  are  borne  of 
health  issues. 

Earth  is  suffering  terribly.  The  People  are  suffering.  The  changes 
that  are  necessary  to  bring  about  healing  are  not  coming  from  man,  who 
brought  this  sickness  about. 

Doesn't  the  fact  that  quakes  are  now  occurring  where  tectonic  plates 
do  not  come  together  send  a message?  Doesn't  the  fact  that  so  many  are 
now  disabled  from  "industrial"  diseases  not  send  a message? 

Solstice  is  nearing,  a especially  Sacred  time  for  many.  I ask  that  you 
who  do  not  already  plan  to  do  so,  consider  sending  heart  prayers  for  the 
healing  of  our  Mother  so  that  the  People  may  live. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATIVE-L  list 

- Wolverine  Denied  Bail  - Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Sovereignty  Day  - Bear  Lincoln  Update 

- Fishkill  Apology  - White  Pine  Mine  Dead 

- Ts'Peten  Defenders  Facing  Sentencing  - Pacific  Northwest  Health  Alerts 

- Hereditary  Chief  Challenges  Treaty 

- Gustafsen  Smear  Campaign 

- Freedom  of  the  Native  Press 

- Position  of  Mount  Currie  Band 

- Interview  with  Cyndi  Pickett 

- Roadblock  Wasn't  Onondagas 

- CNO:  Dustice  Birdwell  Statement 

- CNO:  Supreme  Court  Press  Release 

- Restraining  Order  AGAINST  CNO  Marshals 

- Something  Rotten 

- BIA  Will  Enforce  Tribal  Laws 

- Editorial  Reply 

- Language  Revival  Release 

- Ojibwe  Language  Tutorial 

- Story:  Seeds  of  Tradition 

- NMNH  Repatriations 

- Pueblo  Pottery  Exhibition 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


- Agua  Caliente  Notice 

- Glacier  Park  and  the  Blackfeet 

- California  Water  Alert 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Dreaded  Day  Has  Arrived 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Wolverine  Denied  Bail"  

Date:  Thu,  29  May  1997  23:57:33  -0400 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Wolverine  denied  bail,  calls  for  protest. 

:S. I. S. I .S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
May  27,  1997  Bulletin 

WOLVERINE  CALLS  FOR  NATIONAL  PROTEST. 

On  Monday  May,  26  a bail  hearing  was  held  for  Wolverine  (William  Dones 
Ignace).  Although  the  hearing  was  posted  for  10:00  AM  , the  Shuswap  elder 
was  brought  before  Dosephson  at  9:00  AM.  Consequently,  only  a few 
supporters  were  in  attendance.  Splitting  the  Sky,  a spokesperson  for  the 
Ts'Peten  Defenders,  supplied  S.I.S.I.S.  with  the  following  report: 

"...the  gist  of  this  fascist  court  and  hanging  judge  was  simply  stated 
to  Wolverine,  that  since  he  continued  to  raise  the  jurisdictional 
arguments  and  has  shown  no  remorse,  bail  is  denied.  He  then  went  on  to 
state  that  Dones  is  facing  life  in  prison. 

Wolverine  called  to  the  court  supporters  to  put  the  judge  on  trial  for 
crimes  of  genocide,  and  called  for  national  protest  demonstrations  when 
the  Queen  visits  Canada  in  Dune,  to  force  her  to  uphold  her  obligations 
contained  in  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763." 

Elizabeth  II  is  the  Canadian  head  of  state  and  is  constitutionally  bound 
by  the  Royal  Proclamation  to  provide  "Protection"  to  the  "Nations  or 
Tribes  of  Indians".  Many  unanswered  petitions  have  been  directed  to  her 
regarding  her  continuing  responsibilities  towards  her  sovereign  indigenous 
allies,  who  are  being  illegally  and  genocidally  colonized  by  her  Canadian 
federal  and  provincial  governments.  Some  sample  correspondence  is  included 
below: 

1.  Letter  from  Basile  Deneau,  Shuswap  elder,  March  11,  1995. 

2.  Petition  from  the  Sundancers  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  August  25,  1995. 

3.  Letter  from  Robin  Procter  in  the  UK,  outlining  the  Queen's 
responsibilities,  September  7,  1995. 

4.  Reply  to  a letter  in  support  of  the  Ts'Peten  Defenders,  from  Buckingham 
Palace,  April  28,  1997. 


To  Queen  Elizabeth  From  Basile  Deneau 

Buckingham  Palace  Deadmans  Creek  Indian  Band 

London,  Great  Britain  Shuswap  Nation  11.  3.1995 

The  Natives  of  Canada  are  in  big  trouble  with  the  White  people  over  their 
territories . 

We  need  your  help  to  stop  Natives  and  Whites  from  killing  each  other 
over  Land  Ownership.  We,  the  Natives,  cannot  wait  any  longer.  Your 
reluctance  to  intervene,  has  created  an  era  of  media  induced  hatred  and 
racial  turmoil,  against  the  Natives  of  this  Land. 

Particularly  in  the  normally  peaceful  Shuswap  Nation, where  feathers  and 
buckskin  are  now  replaced  with  camouflage  clothing  and  talk  of  automatic 
weapons.  Thank  you  for  reading  this  urgent  call. 

Basile  Deneau 

Elder  of  the  Shuswap  Nation 


Date:  25  August  1995 

The  Sundancers  at  Gustafsen  Lake  have  one  demand: 

That  the  Petition  dated  Danuary  3,  1995  be  addressed  Publicly  by  an 
independent  and  impartial  Third  Party  Tribunal,  One  that  is  neither 
Canadian  nor  Indian,  such  as  the  special  Constitutional  Court  established 


by  Queen  Anne  at  the  request  of  the  Mohegan  Indians  to  which  Court  the 
Petition  is  addressed: 

(a)  Is  the  popular  assumption  that  the  Canadian  Courts  and  Police  have 
jurisdiction  legal? 

(b)  Or  is  that  assumption  criminally  treasonable,  fraudulent  and 
complicitous  in  the  Genocide  of  the  Aboriginal  Peoples  of  Canada  as  Alleged 
in  The  Petition? 

Signed  by  the  people  at  Gustafsen  Lake: 

"x"  Wm  Ignace  "Mindy  Dick"  "Shadow  Potulicki" 

"Two  Rocks"  "x"  "Percy  Rosette"  "Sheila  Ignace" 

"x"  Bald  Eagle  Who  Seeks  "Joseph  Belleau" 

"Garth  G Christopher"  "Flo  Sampson"  "Jon  Dionne" 

"Joe  Ignace"  "Stuart  Dick"  "Splitting  the  Sky" 

I,  Ovide  Mercredi,  both  as  a lawyer  and  as  an  aboriginal  person  support 
this  request.  The  jurisdictional  question  must  be  addressed  and  resolved 
according  to  the  rule  of  law. 


[Note:  Mr.  Mercredi  refused] 


Robin  Procter  Studio  E-  Chelsea  Studios  - London 
The  Private  Secretary  To 
Her  Majesty  The  Queen 
Buckingham  Palace  SW1 
7 September  1995 

Please  submit  for  Her  Majesty's  attention: 

Linder  constitutional  law,  I believe  that  Her  Majesty  The  Queen  is  under  a 
legal  duty  to  take  action  on  the  Indians'  petition  dated  3 January  1995 
regarding  genocide  the  aboriginal  peoples  of  Canada.  (The  word  'genocide' 
is  used  within  the  meaning  of  Article  2b  of  the  1948  International 
Convention) . 

The  crucial  point  is  that  The  Queen  is  not  being  asked  to  exercise  a 
discretion,  but  merely  to  perform  an  existing  constitutional  duty. 

All  that  performance  of  the  said  duty  would  involve  would  be  the 
staffing  of  the  existing  appropriate  tribunal  for  the  purpose, 
independently  and  impartially,  of  addressing  the  issue  of  jurisdiction  in 
Canada  between  the  natives  and  the  newcomers. 

By  turning  the  jurisdiction  issue  over  to  the  special  constitutional 
court.  The  Queen  would  defuse  a potentially  violent  situation  at  Gustafsen 
Lake,  British  Columbia  which  is  increasingly  similar  to  the  Mohawk  Oka 
crisis  of  1990,  if  not  yet  the  massacre  at  Wounded  Knee  of  1873. 

Throughout  Canada,  native  Indian  Peoples  are  merely  standing  up  for  their 
basic  human  rights  to  maintain  their  societies'  essential  traditions  and 
jurisdiction  under  existing  law. 

I submit  that  it  is  in  the  long  term  interests  of  both  The  Queen's  non- 
native subjects  and  native  allies  to  initiate  action  to  resolve  this  and 
similar  issues  before  the  independent  and  impartial  tribunal. 

Her  Majesty  The  Queen  and  the  Royal  Family  are  very  highly  regarded  by 
the  various  Indian  communities  as  saviors  and  protectors;  for  my  part,  I 
can  only  appeal  for  swift  action. 

Respectfully, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Robin  Procter 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
28th  April,  1997 
Dear  Miss  Harford, 

The  Queen  has  asked  me  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  11  April,  and  to 
say  that  Her  Majesty  has  taken  careful  note  of  the  views  you  express 
concerning  the  Shuswap  First  Nations  people. 

Whilst  The  Queen  can  understand  your  reasons  for  writing  as  you  did,  as 
a constitutional  Sovereign,  Her  Majesty  would  not  intervene  would  not 
intervene  in  such  matters  except  on  the  advice  of  her  Canadian  Ministers. 
I have,  therefore,  been  directed  to  forward  your  letter  to  The  Queen's 


personal  representative  in  Canada,  the  Governor-  General,  so  that  he  may 
know  of  your  approach  to  The  Queen  on  this  subject. 

Yours  sincerely, 

(SIMON  GIMSON) 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

— "RE:  Sovereignty  Day"  

Date:  Mon,  2 Dun  1997  20:54:40  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Doe  Chasing  Florse  via  Gary  Smith  <gars@netcom. com> 

Sub j : Sovereignty  Day 

I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  passing  on  this  message  from 
Doe  Chasing  Florse,  Lakota  Elder. 

Sovereignty  Day 
Dune  16,  1997 
U.S.  Federal  Buildings 

Indigenous  Red  Nations  of  Turtle  Island  (American  Indians  of  the  Western 
Flemisphere)  will  hold  spiritual  rallies  at  United  States  Federal 
Buildings  on  Dune  16,  1997.  (Consult  Local  Indian  Nations  for  Rally  Details) 
These  Universal  Spiritual  Rallies,  called  "Sovereignty  Day",  will 
coincide  with  the  "Sovereignty  Day"  gathering  at  the  White  House  in 
Washington,  D.C.  on  the  same  historic  day.  Dune  16,  1997. 

"Sovereignty  Day"  rallies  support  the  continued  struggle  of  indigenous 
nations  to  be  recognized  and  respected  as  Nations  of  People  by  the  United 
States  Government. 

Currently,  indigenous  nations  across  the  nation  are  facing  illegal 
attempts  by  the  U.S.  Government  to  "tax"  these  Nations  in  blatant 
violation  of  Article  1,  Section  2 Part  3 of  the  U.S.  Constitution,  which 
states  "Indians  Not  Taxed." 

Treaties  are  also  being  ignored  by  "Supreme  Court  Decisions"  which 
actually  cannot  affect  treaties,  as  "treaties  made  with  Indian  Nations 
shall  be  the  Supreme  Law  of  the  land,  with  the  Dudges  in  every  state 
bound  thereby"  according  to  Article  VI  of  the  Constitution. 

Indigenous  Nations  have  very  little  left  and  the  U.S.  Government  is 
trying  to  take  that  from  them.  The  American  People  are  the  only  ones  who 
can  stop  this  genocide. 

It  is  time  to  stop  Constitutional  violation  and  protect  the  rights  of 
Indigenous  Nations  of  Turtle  Island. 

Peoples  of  all  nations  and  colors  are  invited  and  encouraged  to 
participate  in  "sovereignty  Day". 

Security  strictly  enforced. 

"RE : Fishkill  Apology"  

Date:  Mon,  2 Dun  1997  22:56:11  -0400 
From:  <yacinfo@mars . ark. com>  Ernie  Yacub 
Sub j : Commentary  Request  2 Dune,  1997 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 


Apology  and  Invitation  to  u.s.  People  and  governors 
please  distribute  this  to  your  networks. . .thanks. . .ernie 


To:  the  People  and  the  Governors  of  Alaska,  Oregon  and  Washington  State... 


Dear  Neighbours 

We  want  you  to  know  that  many  British  Columbia  citizens  are  disgusted  with 
the  way  B.C.  Premier  Glen  Clark  is  using  your  fishers  (and  ours)  as  pawns 
in  an  opportunistic  game  of  "FISHKILL".  Why  is  it  that  working  fishers  are 
the  ones  who  pay  the  price  of  this  gunboat  diplomacy  by  being  hauled  into 
remote  B.C.  courts? 

We  are  very  aware  that  our  government's  interests  are  simply  to  acquire 
the  rights  to  kill  more  fish.  Premier  Clark's  hypocrisy  is  abundantly  clear 
in  his  government's  woefully  inadequate  habitat  protection  measures. 

Clark's  government  has  built  a 4-lane  highway  on  Vancouver  Island  that  has 
damaged,  and  possibly  destroyed,  the  habitat  of  at  least  24  salmon  streams. 
His  government  avoided  its  own  Environmental  Impact  Assessment  legislation 
by  breaking  the  $1.1  billion  project  into  smaller  segments. 

Attached  to  this  letter  is  a summary  report  which  details  the  current 
status  of  the  damage.  We  fear  that  this  is  just  the  beginning  of  the 
continuing  harm  to  salmon  habitat  over  the  ensuing  years. 

There  is  one  more  section  to  be  built  through  the  Comox  Valley  which  will 
destroy  several  more  creeks  unless  we  can  stop  the  construction  long  enough 
to  conduct  an  investigation  of  the  damage  already  done  and  carry  out  a 
public  environmental  impact  assessment  on  the  Comox  Valley  segment  of  the 
highway. 

Your  help  would  be  much  appreciated  as  this  government  seems  hell-bent  on 
bulldozing  its  way  through  our  valley. 

We  would  like  to  invite  the  Governors  of  Alaska,  Oregon  and  Washington 
State  to  visit  us  for  a tour  of  the  damaged  creeks  and  a brief  sojourn  on 
our  beautiful  island. 

Sincerely, 

ernie  yacub. . .yacinfo@mars.ark.com 
250-336-8155. . .250-336-2646 
laichwiltach/komeenook  territory 
box  569,  Cumberland,  b.c.  Canada  V0R  1S0 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Council 
Ask  about  the  NAT-IMATION  native  language  vcr/TV/web  group-->  Info@UNAT.org 


"RE : Ts'Peten  Defenders  Facing  Sentencing"  

Date:  Thu,  29  May  1997  12:22:42  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Subject:  Gustafsen:  URGENT  ACTION 

:S. I. S. I .S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
May  27,  1997  URGENT  ACTION=DEMONSTRATIONS=LETTER  CAMPAIGN 

The  Ts'Peten  Defenders  are  facing  sentencing  and  they  need  your  support 
now. 

In  the  summer  of  1995,  a group  of  native  and  non-native  people 
came  together  to  protect  the  Sundance  grounds  at  Ts'Peten  (Gustafsen  Lake) 
and  were  met  with  massive  state  force  - including  77,000  rounds  of  hollow 
point  ammunition.  Bison  APCs,  and  a police  and  media  smear  and 
disinformation  campaign. 

The  Sundance  site  is  unceded  Indian  land,  territory  of  the  Secwepemc 
(Shuswap)  people.  The  federal  and  provincial  governments  of  Canada 
continue  to  attempt  to  bury  the  land  issue  and  its  messengers.  The 
defenders  have  been  criminalized  for  standing  on  International  and 
Constitutional  laws  concerning  native  jurisdiction  and  land  rights,  and 
defending  themselves  against  threats  and  assaults  by  ranchers,  police  and 
military. 

The  judicial  system  has  once  again  refused  to  address  the  law.  Dudge 
losephson  prevented  the  jury  from  considering  key  evidence,  testimony  and 
legal  arguments.  After  a ten  month  trial,  the  defenders  have  been 


convicted  of  various  "mischief"  charges  to  "private  property"  on  land  the 
Crown  never  legally  obtained  by  treaty  or  purchase. 

SENTENCING  will  take  place  on  Dune  6th  and  10th,  1997  at  the 
Provincial  Courthouse  in  Surrey,  BC.  Wolverine  - a Shuswap  elder  and 
organic  farmer  who  has  been  held  as  a political  prisoner  for  almost  two 
years  without  bail  - and  three  others  face  life  imprisonment.  Twelve 
defenders  face  ten  year  prison  terms.  This  injustice  must  not  be  the  last 
word  on  their  stand  for  aboriginal  rights! 

We  are  calling  for  people  and  organizations  across  Turtle  Island  and 
across  the  world  to  express  solidarity  with  the  Ts'Peten  defenders  by 
protesting  at  Canadian  embassies,  consulates  and  band  councils.  Demand  an 
independent  third  party  tribunal  into  land  and  jurisdiction  issues  in 
British  Columbia  and  a full  public  inquiry  into  the  genocidal  assault  by 
the  RCMP  and  military  at  Gustafsen  Lake  and  the  ongoing  judicial 
corruption ! 

On  SATURDAY,  MAY  31ST  at  12  NOON:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
there  will  be  simultaneous  actions  in: 

VICTORIA:  leafletting  and  information  at  the  Captain  Cook  statue  on  the 
lower  causeway  (across  from  the  Empress  Hotel). 

VANCOUVER:  protest  rally  on  the  lawn  of  the  Art  Gallery  downtown,  at 
Robson  and  Howe,  with  speakers  and  free  food... come  along! 

LETTER  WRITING  CAMPAIGN: - 

Please  write!  You  can  use  the  sample  letter  below  or  compose  your  own. 

You  can  send  it  to  S.I.S.I.S.  for  forwarding  (PO  Box  8673,  Victoria,  BC 
Canada  V8X  3S2,  email:  sisis@envirolink.org)  or  mail  copies  directly  to 
politicians  and  human  rights  organizations:  you'll  find  addresses,  fax 
numbers  and  email  links  at: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Gust Lake/ letter . html 
But  in  all  cases,  make  sure  you  include  your  name  and  full  address  so 
they'll  have  to  acknowledge  your  letter.  And  be  sure  to  send  one  copy  to 
S.I.S.I.S.  so  the  Defenders  can  know  they're  getting  support. 

For  more  information  on  the  Ts'Peten  siege  and  trial: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 

SAMPLE  LETTER:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

Dear  Prime  Minister  Chretien; 

I am  writing  to  condemn  in  the  strongest  terms  possible  Canada's  handling 
of  the  Ts'Peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  matter,  and  to  demand  the  freedom  of  the 
15  Ts'Peten  Defenders  who  have  been  convicted  in  your  court  system. 

Canada  claims  to  have  jurisdiction  over  Ts'Peten  (Gustafsen  Lake), 
though  government  lawyers  admit  that  Canada  has  never  legally  obtained  the 
land  by  treaty  or  purchase  from  the  Secwepemc  (Shuswap)  nation.  These 
traditionalist  Secwepemcs  and  their  allies  have  been  convicted  of 
"mischief  to  private  property"  for  refusing  to  abandon  sacred  Sundance  and 
burial  grounds  in  their  own  Secwepemc  territory.  They  have  been  vilified 
in  propaganda  disseminated  by  media,  government  and  police  as  "squatters," 
"fanatics,"  "cultists,"  and  "terrorists . " They  have  been  criminalized  for 
defending  themselves  when  the  RCMP  "declared  war"  on  them  (The  Province, 
Aug.  20,  1995),  besieging  them  with  the  largest  police/military  operation 
in  Canadian  history,  and  attacking  them  with  Armoured  Personnel  Carriers, 
land  mines  and  77,000  rounds  of  internationally  prohibited  hollow  point 
ammunition.  Government  lawyers  have  indicated  they  will  seek  harsh  prison 
sentences,  including  a life  sentence  for  66  year  old  Secwepemc  elder 
Wolverine. 

This  is  outrageous,  but  it  is  consistent  with  Canada's  continuing 
colonialist  policies  toward  indigenous  nations.  The  state's  attempted 
murder  of  the  Sundancers  at  Ts'Peten  - not  all  of  the  77,000  rounds  fired 
by  RCMP  can  be  dismissed  as  warning  shots  - is  not  an  anomaly.  In  the 
context  of  the  internment,  systematic  deculturation  and  horrific  abuse  of 
aboriginal  children  in  residential  schools,  the  deliberate  spread  of 
small-pox,  the  concentration-camp-like  conditions  on  many  Indian  Reserves, 
the  forced  sterilization  of  indigenous  women,  and  the  long-time 
prohibition  of  core  structures  of  indigenous  identity,  like  the  potlatch, 
the  Ghostdance  and  the  Sundance,  it  becomes  apparent  that  the  Canadian 
actions  against  the  aboriginal  traditionalists  at  Gustafsen  Lake  are  part 


of  a long-standing  campaign  of  genocide. 

This  explains  why  Canada  flatly  refused  to  refer  the  legal 
question  of  jurisdiction  over  unceded  native  territory  to  a third-party 
tribunal  - the  Defenders'  only  demand.  It  also  explains  why  the  Canadian 
judge  in  their  trial  ordered  the  jury  to  disregard  all  arguments  that  the 
land  came  under  Shuswap,  not  Canadian  jurisdiction.  The  whole  process  has 
demonstrated  amply  that  the  Defenders  were  correct  in  asserting  that  the 
Canadian  court  system,  an  interested  party  in  the  dispute,  is  not 
unbiased . 

Genocide  is  a crime  against  humanity  and  has  no  time  limit  on 
prosecution;  Canada  will  continue  to  be  liable  even  after  it  abandons  its 
current  agenda  of  extinguishment.  Yet  Canada  could  still  send  a message 
that  it  will  begin  to  respect  the  rule  of  law.  The  Ts'Peten  Defenders  are 
not  criminals,  they  are  political  prisoners.  Canada  should: 

1.  Free  them  immediately; 

2.  Allow  a full  and  comprehensive  public  inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  operation,  with  international  observers  present  to  monitor 
the  process; 

3.  Attorn  the  dispute  about  jurisdiction  over  unsurrendered  Native  land 
to  an  independent,  impartial,  third-party  tribunal,  like  the  World  Court 
at  The  Hague  or  the  special  constitutional  court  first  instituted  by 
Queen  Anne  to  resolve  this  type  of  disagreement  between  colonist  and 
Native  nations. 

World-wide,  indigenous  peoples  are  asserting  their  internationally 
recognized  rights  of  sovereignty  and  self-determination,  and  rejecting 
colonial  mechanisms  of  control  such  as  the  Indian  Act  Band  Council  system. 
Most  of  BC  is  still  unsurrendered  Native  land  and  Canada  cannot  continue 
to  offer  fraudulent  "solutions"  like  the  BC  Treaty  process,  which  does  not 
recognize  existing  indigenous  sovereignty  and  is  headed  by  Alec  Robertson, 
a former  director  of  Daishowa  (the  logging  giant  infamous  for  attacks  on 
the  Lubicon  Cree).  Nation  to  nation  relations  must  be  grounded  in  truth, 
respect  and  consent,  and  that  will  be  impossible  until  Canada  squarely  and 
honestly  faces  the  travesty  of  justice  it  committed  at  Gustafsen  Lake. 

Sincerely, 

cc:  Governor  General  Romeo  Le  Blanc 

BC  Premier  Glen  Clark 

BC  Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh 

Select  Standing  Committee  on  Aboriginal  Affairs 

Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs 

BC  Civil  Liberties  Association 

Canadian  Human  Rights  Commission  (Ottawa) 

International  Centre  for  Human  Rights  (Montreal) 

Center  for  Human  Rights  and  Humanitarian  Law  (Washington,  DC) 

UN  High  Commission  for  Human  Rights 

Human  Rights  Watch  (New  York,  Washington,  Los  Angeles,  London,  Brussels) 
Amnesty  International 

Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign 
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Nisga'a  Hereditary  Chief  Challenges  Treaty  versus  Tom  Berger/Tribal  Council 

Nisga'a  hereditary  chief  Dames  Robinson  and  Nisga'a  member  Frank  Barton 
have  filed  a lawsuit  in  BC  Supreme  Court  Kamloops  registry,  alleging  that 
tribal  council  leaders  exceeded  their  authority  in  the  negotiation  of  BC's 
first  "modern  day  " treaty  settlement.  The  May  6,  1997  petition  also  seeks 
a declaration  that  Nisga'a  Tribal  Council  executives  Doseph  Gosnell,  Harry 
Nyce  and  Edmond  Wright,  "in  a manner  oppressive"  prejudiced  the  interests 
of  the  petitioners. 

The  Petition  charges  that  a vote  held  in  1996  to  have  tribal  members 
endorse  the  treaty  settlement  should  be  struck  down  due  to  irregularities 
over  the  question,  insufficient  notice  of  the  vote,  and  copies  of  the  deal 
not  being  available.  The  proposed  deal  would  see  the  Nisga'a  settle  for  a 
mere  one  eighth  of  their  traditional  territory,  much  of  that  held  in  fee 
simple  title,  and  disputes  between  the  parties  to  be  settled  in  the 
notoriously  corrupt  BC  Supreme  Court.  The  tentative  agreement,  which  also 
includes  a settlement  package  of  $200  million,  is  touted  as  a model  for  the 
approximately  50  negotiations  currently  in  progress  within  BC  - the  largest 
remaining  mass  of  unceded  sovereign  Indigenous  territory  in  north  america. 

Former  BC  Supreme  Court  Dustice  Thomas  Berger  will  represent  the 
Tribal  Council  leadership  named  in  the  petition.  Berger  was  a former  BC  New 
Democratic  Party  (NDP)  leader  who  represented  the  Nisga'a  in  the  landmark 
Calder  case  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  two  decades  ago. 

According  to  the  Vancouver  Sun  newspaper  ( May  23,  1997  P.  B3) 

"Berger,  64,  a renowned  Vancouver  aboriginal  rights  lawyer,  and  partner 
Gary  Nelson  have  teamed  up  to  fight  the  court  challenge  to  BC's  historic 
first  native  Indian  treaty  settlement ...  in  an  ironic  twist  the  first  legal 
challenge  ...has  come  from  within  the  5,500-member  tribe." 

Since  stepping  down  from  the  bench,  Berger  has  been  busy  in  his  lucrative 
BC  practice  acting  as  a kind  of  "Mr.  Fixit"  for  the  NDP  government. 
Commissions  of  inquiry  into  the  province  run  Dericho  Hills  School  for  the 
Deaf  - Berger  recommended  a compensation  scheme  involving  "hush  money"  paid 
to  the  sexually  abused  students  - and  silencing  rampant  sexism  and  racism 
at  BC  universities,  such  as  his  "inquiry  into  the  University  of  Victoria's 
Political  Science  department  in  1994,  are  typical  examples.  As  a privileged 
member  of  BC's  elite  and  the  NDP  patronage  mafia,  Berger  was  included  in  a 
sweetheart  deal  involving  the  provincial  hydro  utility,  a Cayman  islands 
tax  shelter,  and  a scheme  "structured  to  result  in  significant  profits  for 
NDP  friends  and  BC  Hydro  insiders.  Personal  gain,  conflict  of  interest  and 
major  tax  avoidance,  all  sanctioned  by  the  NDP. "(The  Sweetheart  Deal  jolts 
the  NDP  - The  province  2/22/96) 

Other  NDP  "insiders"  included  Dack  Munro,  former  head  of  the  IWA 
forest  Union,  now  head  of  the  powerful  industry  lobby  organization  the  BC 
Forest  Alliance,  and  Don  Rosenbloom,  a close  personal  friend  and  associate 
of  both  Berger  and  former  NDP  Premier  Mike  Harcourt.  Rosenbloom  was  also 
one  of  the  lead  lawyers  for  the  Nisga'a  Tribal  Council  negotiating  team. 

Berger  was  further  discredited  in  1993  when  he  was  fired  from  an 
important  land  claims  case  involving  the  Rupert's  Land  Charter  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  "lands  that  span  almost  the  entire  region  of 
Canada."  The  Ermineskin,  Montana,  Louis  Bull  and  Samson  Bands  dismissed 
Berger  because:  "Historical  facts  were  incorrect  pertaining  to  the  four 
bands."  According  to  Windspeaker  Magazine's  Dec.  20,  1993  edition:  "The 
chiefs  of  the  Ermineskin  and  Samson  bands  were  both  recognized  as  chiefs  by 
the  Crown  before  treaties  were  signed...  but  the  statement  of  claim  makes 
no  mention  of  that  fact...  it  was  a very  important  fact...  in  declaring 
sovereignty...  he  refused  to  rewrite  the  statement  of  claim  the  way  the 
bands  wanted,  Ermineskin  executive  director  of  external  affairs  Dim  Minde 
said.  Berger  declined  comment  except  to  say  he  has  withdrawn  from  the 
case."  (p.  3) 


"Nisga'a  negotiating  team  member  Nelson  Leeson  said  Thursday  the 
tribe  will  gladly  answer  the  challenge  in  court,  but  the  matter  is  not  a 
great  concern... "(  Vancouver  Sun,  May  23,  1997) 

Given  the  track  record  of  corruption  of  the  BC  court  system,  and  the 
practice  of  "fixing"  aboriginal  rights  cases,  (see  Delgamuukw: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/ scchoax.html), 

Mr.  Leeson  is  probably  right. 
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Smear  Campaign  Continues 

One  of  the  major  pillars  in  the  RCMP  "disinformation  and  smear"  campaign 
against  the  traditional-sovereigntists  at  Ts'Peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  was  the 
contention  that  they  were  "not  supported"  by  BC  Native  organizations. 

Although  patently  false,  this  lie  has  once  again  resurfaced  in  the 
mainstream  media,  in  anticipation  of  the  sentencing  on  Dune  6 and  10.  One 
example  is  the  recent  editorial  in  the  Victoria,  BC  paper  the  "Times 
Colonist"  which  stated:  "the  defendants  spoke  only  for  themselves  and  their 
activities  were  not  planned  or  supported  by  the  province's  main  aboriginal 
communities,  or  by  an  aboriginal  organization." 

These  attempts  to  isolate  the  defenders  ignore  all  the  expressions 
of  solidarity  from  indigenous  nations  and  organizations  locally  and 
internationally.  Now  Chief  Saul  Terry,  President  of  the  Union  of  BC  Indian 
Chiefs,  one  of  the  province's  two  mainstream  native  political 
organizations,  has  endorsed  on  CBC  Radio  the  call  for  a public  inquiry, 
echoing  his  organization's  statement  from  the  time  of  the  siege: 

CRISIS  BULLETIN  - September  11,  1995 

At  a specially  convened  emergency  meeting.  Union  of  BC  Indian  Chiefs 
representatives.  Tribal  Council  representatives  and  various  Band  Council 
members,  sovereign  Aboriginal  people  and  concerned  aboriginal  citizens  from 
various  Native  communities  throughout  BC,  met  in  Merritt,  BC  today  to 
discuss  strategies  that  shall  assist  in  the  peaceful  resolution  of  the 
standoffs  at  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park. 

The  60  to  70  delegates  hereby  issue  the  following  statement  and 
recommendations : 

1.  Contrary  to  the  statement  made  by  the  Premier  of  BC  on  September 
5,  1995;... "the  armed  occupation  at  Gustafsen  Lake  is  the  handful  of 
violent  extremists,  without  the  participation  or  support  of  a single  band 
or  tribal  council"  THE  PEOPLE  AT  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  DO  HAVE  THE  FULL  SUPPORT  OF 
THE  DELEGATES  ATTENDING  TODAY'S  MEETING.  The  delegates  in  attendance  are 
from  all  parts  of  the  Province. 

2.  The  delegates  recommend  that  the  application  of  deadly  military 
force  never  be  considered  as  the  final  option  to  resolve  these  human  rights 
issues . 

3.  Further  the  delegates  recommend  that  an  International  United 
Nations  mediator  (independent  of  these  particular  issues)  be  appointed  to 
mediate  between  the  occupiers  of  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash  Provincial 
Park,  Ontario  and  representatives  of  the  Federal  and  Provincial 


Governments . 

Finally,  delegates  strongly  urge  all  aboriginal  citizens  and  nations  to 
mobilize  and  employ  any  and  all  means  necessary  to  facilitate  a peaceful 
resolution  to  these  human  and  political  rights  issues. 


For  further  information.  Chief  Saul  Terry:  (604)  681-  0231 
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Cherokee  Observer  Wiretap  Sends  Shock  waves  Throughout  Indian  Country 


The  following  editorial  was  published  May  14,  1997  in  the  Cherokee  One 
Feather. 

Navajo  Times  Faces  a Familiar  Problem 
by  Doseph  Martin,  Editor  of  The  Cherokee  One  Feather,  Cherokee,  N.C., 

A good  example  of  a government-owned  newspaper  is  The  Pravda.  The 
newspaper  was  owned,  funded,  and  published  by  the  former  Soviet  Union. 
While  it  was  likely  it  would  have  the  feel-good  stories  about  the  Soviet 
President  and  the  "hard  working  officials  in  the  Communist  government," 
it  was  unlikely  to  have  stories  about  Russia's  failing  economy,  corrupt 
government  officials,  repression  of  human  rights  or  social  unrest  in  its 
republics . 

The  Soviet  Union  kept  tight  controls  over  the  media.  They  had  an  image 
to  protect.  They  always  had  to  make  sure  that  the  people  only  heard 
what  the  government  said  they  needed  to  hear  or  see.  Of  course,  what 
they  needed  to  hear  or  see  wasn't  what  they  heard  or  saw.  When  the 
media  is  so  tightly  censored,  what  they  present  being  news  and  becomes 
propaganda . 

What  the  Navajo  Times  has  been  facing  is  a similar  problem  which  poses 
a couple  of  questions.  Does  the  owner  of  a newspaper  or  other  media 
have  the  right  to  control  (censor)  it's  content?  Legally  yes, the  owners 
and/or  publishers  of  newspapers  and  other  media  do  have  that  right,  but 
when  the  owners  or  funders  of  such  media  are  governments  or 
organizations  (Tribes)  acting  in  the  public's  trust,  it's  a different 
situation . 

Publishers  of  Indian  Country  Today,  Tim  Giago,  defended  the  firing  of 
an  editor  of  the  Turtle  Mountain  Chippewa-owned  newspaper  three  years 
ago  saying  tribes  have  the  right  to  censor  the  content  of  publications 
that  they  pay  operations  costs  for.  The  case  of  the  Navajo  Times  is 
that  Navajo  President,  Albert  Hale  claims  the  news  coverage  of  him  is 
"one  sided"  and  "made  up  of  half  truths."  That  coverage  he  refers  to 
deals  with  his  spending  practices.  Navajo  Times  Editor/Publisher , Tom 
Arviso,  3r.,  said  that  they're  not  there  to  make  the  news;  they're  there 
to  report  the  news.  Regardless  of  what  anyone  might  like  to  believe, 
tribal  governments  do,  at  least  in  part,  exercise  control  over  the 
content  of  the  media  they  fund.  In  some  cases,  with  media  tribes  don't 
own  or  fund,  underhanded  actions  are  favorite  tactics.  Dust  ask  the 
publisher  at  the  independently  published  Cherokee  Observer  in  Oklahoma 
whose  phones  were  illegally  tapped. 


At  any  independent  newspaper,  freedom  of  the  press  is  the  law. 

Threats  or  intimidation  aimed  at  those  papers  is  unacceptable.  Despite 
that  tribally  funded  or  owned  newspapers  might  be  just  that,  controlling 
the  content  of  such  is  also  unacceptable,  especially  considering  who 
those  governments  work  for.  In  reality,  it's  the  enrolled  members  of 
those  tribes  who  own  those  papers,  not  a handful  of  elected  officials. 
And  those  people  have  a right  to  know  what  their  entrusted  public 
servants  are  up  to.  This  is  especially  true  when  such  publications  are 
the  only  community-based  newspapers  in  existence.  I find  it  hard  to 
understand  why  Giago,  a fellow  journalist  would  take  such  a position. 

Freedom  of  expression  and  the  press  is  essential  to  any  democratic 
form  of  government.  Tribal  governments'  using  their  only  media  to  push 
their  agenda  or  conceal  the  truth  from  their  citizens  may  be  legal  but 
it's  wrong.  When  a tribe  owns  or  funds  its  newspaper,  it  belongs  to  its 
people.  The  Navajo  Times  hopefully  will  set  an  example  for  all  tribal 
newspaper. 


Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper.  The 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 

http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net /Cherokee/Observer . shtml 
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The  following  letter  from  the  Mount  Currie  Indian  Act  Band  Council  is  a 
further  indication  that  the  bogus  and  fraudulent  BC  Treaty  Process  is  in 
trouble.  The  BCTC  is  a termination  and  extinguishment  creation  designed  to 
destroy  the  existing  sovereignty  of  indigenous  nations  beyond  the  treaty 
frontier . 

It  is  not  a nation-to-nation  treaty  process  but  a land-claims 
process.  Chief  Commissioner  Alec  Robertson,  formerly  a director  of  logging 
multinational  Daishowa  (infamous  for  clear-cutting  Lubicon  Land),  recently 
stated  in  a recent  submission  to  the  Select  Standing  Committee  on 
Aboriginal  Affairs:  "First  Nations  outside  the  process  are  the  most  likely 
to  choose  confrontation  as  a means  to  protect  their  interests.  We  do  not 
have  to  look  far  for  recent  examples.  The  names  Apex,  Gustafsen  Lake  and 
Douglas  Lake  are  familiar  to  all  British  Columbians." 


Right  Honourable  Dean  Chretien 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada  Room  309-S., 

House  of  Commons 
Ottawa,  Ontario  K1S  0A6 
and 

Premier  Glen  Clark 

Province  of  British  Columbia 

Room  156  West  Annex  Parliament  Buildings 

Victoria,  B.C.  V8VIX4 

Dear  Prime  Minister  and  Premier  Clark, 

On  behalf  of  the  Mount  Currie  Band  Council  and  its  membership, 
please  find  enclosed  a copy  of  the  Lil'wat  Nation  traditional  territory  map 
within  the  Stl'atl'imx  Territory.  This  is  a record  of  our  traditional 
territory  as  told  to  us  through  our  traditional  and  oral  history. 

The  treaty  process  is  moving  ahead  towards  concluding  treaties  with 
First  Nations'  claiming  lands  which  impinge  on  our  traditional  territory. 

In  particular,  the  treaty  process  is  dealing  with  claims  to  common  use 
areas  which  the  Lil'wat  historically  shared  with  neighbouring  First 
Nations . 

By  this  letter,  the  Mount  Currie  Band  Council  is  notifying  British 
Columbia,  Canada  and  all  First  Nations  with  whom  we  traditionally  shared 


common  use  areas,  that  the  Lil'wat  Nation  does  not  and  will  not,  accept  any 
treaty  having  any  impact  on  the  lands  and  resources  within  our  traditional 
territory . 

Mount  Currie  Band  Council  BC  Treaty  Process  Position  Statement: 

"The  Council  and  the  people  of  the  Mount  Currie  Band  are  not 
interested  in  extinguishing  nor  in  any  way  interested  in  jeopardizing  the 
Aboriginal  title.  Rights  and  Interests  of  the  Stl'atl'imx,  of  which  we  are 
a part;  therefore  we  are  not  interested  in  attending  treaty  process 
meetings.  To  do  so  would  be  a beginning  on  the  path  to  compromising  the 
unceded  title  of  our  lands.  Termination  to  our  homeland  is  a once  and  for 
all  reality  which  would  short  change  our  future  generations.  We  remain 
committed  and  loyal  to  the  Declaration  Of  The  Lillooet  Tribe  made  and 
signed  by  all  Chiefs  at  Spences  Bridge,  BC  on  May  10th,  1911. 

Yours  truly. 

Chief  Allen  Stager  & Mount  Currie  Band  Council 


Contact  Lahalus(a.k.a. ) Loretta  Pascal,  Tsemhu7qw(a . k. a . )Harold  Pascal 
Lil'Wat  Nation 

P.0.  Box  208  Mount  Currie  "BC"  VON  2K0  "Canada" 
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It  would  be  crazy  for  me  to  retype  this  whole  interview,  so  I am  sending 
pieces  I think  most  pertinent.  This  was  done  the  week  of  the  murders  in 
1995,  before  Bear  Lincoln  turned  himself  in. 


. . . Bob  Davis  was  helicoptered  to  Santa  Rosa  immediately,  and  they  left 
Leonard  Peters  laying  for  hours  in  the  dirt  in  pools  of  his  own  blood. 


Deputy  Miller  was  known  to  carry  an  M-16--this  was  common  knowledge.  He 
used  to  drive  around  the  reservation  with  his  lights  out  and  his  M16  in  his 
car.  People  saw  that. 

There  were  witnesses  who  said  they  saw  more  than  one  sheriff's  vehicle  go 
up  that  road  before  they  heard  gun  fire. 

One  witness  saw  4 sheriff  vehicles;  another  says  she  thinks  she  remembers 
5 sheriff  vehicles  before  the  automatic  weapon  fire,  before  all  the 
shooting--  in  contrast  to  what  the  sheriff's  say,  which  is  that  there  were 
only  two  sheriff's  deputies  up  there. 

When  Lucille  and  the  rest  of  them  got  there  with  in  minutes,  there  were 
lots  of  cops  there.  So,  it  is  my  belief  that  there  were  not  just  two 
sheriff's  deputies  in  one  sheriff  vehicle  when  the  two  men  were  killed. 
These  are  people  who  live  right  at  the  bottom  of  Little  Valley  Road  who  saw 
four  or  five  sheriff  vehicles  go  up  there  right  before  the  shooting. 

Word  was  out  that  it  was  Leonard.  The  sheriff  asked  three  of  the  people 
up  there  three  different  times:  "This  is  Arylis,  isn't  it?  This  is  Arylis 
Peters?" 

They  all  said  "No.  That  is  not  Arylis.  That  is  Leonard."  They  clearly 
identified  it  as  not  being  Arylis.  So  it  was  immediately  that  the 
sheriff's  knew  they  had  made  a mistake. 


Another  thing  that  the  witnesses  said--and  I have  asked  every  single  one 
of  them--they  said  there  was  no  gun  around  Leonard  (as  if  he  was  shot  and 
killed  and  dropped  a gun,  as  the  police  were  claiming).  There  was  no  gun 
near  Leonard.  I saw  a diagram  of  Leonard's  body.  They  were  so 
meticulous  that  there  were  circles  of  where  the  shell  casings  were,  but  no 
diagram  of  the  gun.  If  they  were  so  meticulous  about  these  drawings-- 
they've  got  the  deputies  body,  Leonard's  body,  circles  around  casings--  why 
is  there  no  circles  around  a gun?  I'll  tell  you  why,  there  was  no  gun. 


The  other  thing  that  was  very  suspicious  is  that  he  had  the  standard 
autopsy  cut  in  the  front,  which  is  a "Y"  shaped  cut.  But  he  also  was 
sliced  us  the  back!  They  never  do  an  autopsy  from  the  back.  The  only 
reason  they  would  slice  him  up  the  back  was  to  take  out  slugs,  or  to  over 
lap  skin  so  the  wounds  wouldn't  be  so  corresponding.  But  this  all  fits 
with  what  we  found  at  the  scene. 


Even  if  he  had  a gun  [Bear  Lincoln],  are  you  going  to  stick  around  and 
shoot  back  at  people  you  can't  even  see[Bear  said  later  he  didn't  even  know 
it  was  the  cops  doing  the  shooting]?  So  if  he  had  a gun,  he  dropped  it  the 
minute  he  went  off  and  ran.  And  the  reason  I assume  he  didn't,  is  because 
they  didn't  find  a gun. 

And  if  Bear  was  there  and  running  fast  enough  for  the  police  not  to  catch 
him,  there  is  no  way  he  could  have  been  carrying  a gun.  You  go  up  there 
and  you  look:  it  is  all  brushy.  A gun  is  what?  Three  feet  long?  It  would 
be  getting  caught  every  inch  of  the  way,  every  foot  through  this  brush  that 
gun  would  be  getting  caught  because  it  would  be  like  an  obstacle.  And  you 
would  be  ducking  down.  How  are  you  going  to  drag  a gun  through?  You  drop 
it.  And  they  never  came  up  with  another  gun. 


Jonathan  Hill  was  the  BIA  investigator  that  was  here,  the  one  who  took  us 
up  to  the  road,  found  all  the  bullet  holes.  He  thought  that  Davis  was 
killed  by  friendly  fire.  And  then  he  got  fired  from  his  job.  Someone  says 
Sheriff  Tuso  called  Washington  D.C.  BIA,  and  they  called  California  and  got 
Hill  not  only  off  this  case,  but  fired  from  his  job  at  Jackson  Rancharia. 

I was  with  him  the  day  he  recreated  the  crime  scene  and  a couple  possible 
scenarios.  We  found  all  th  bullet  holes  in  the  trees,  and  he  went  up  to 
this  place  where  the  sheriffs  said  they  were  at  the  top  of  the  hill  and 
drew  a line  to  see  if  the  bullet  holes  in  these  trees  could  have  come  from 
there,  and  sure  enough,  they  could  have 

The  day  we  left  the  crime  scene.  Hill  was  absolutely  convinced  that  Davis 
had  died  by  friendly  fire,  and  before  anything  could  happen,  they  burn 
Davis's  body  and  bury  his  ashes  at  sea--  before  anyone  can  check  it. 


By  the  time  we  got  to  the  mortuary  we  were  told  that  the  sheriff's 
department  had  called  and  they  said  we  couldn't  see  the  body  before  they 
worked  on  it.  ...they  wanted  him  cosmetically  improved. 

The  other  reason  I think  they  didn't  let  the  family  see  the  body  is  because 
for  an  entire  week,  the  sheriff's  department  had  the  media  in  their  pockets 
telling  them  that  Leonard  had  died  from  a single  gun  shot  wound  to  the 
face,  which  does  not  imply  an  ambush.  An  ambush  implies  many  bullet  wounds. 

Then  a week  later  we  come  out  and  say,  "no,  he  had  a bunch  of  bullet  wounds 
in  the  back,  in  his  chest,"  and  people's  response  is:  "Well,  how  come  they 
waited  so  long  to  say  this?  If  this  is  really  true,  why  didn't  they  say  it 
earlier."  It  gives  a cast  of  disbelief. 


I talked  to  Phil  Worman  of  AMERICAS  MOST  WANTED  for  forty-five  minutes, 
pleading  with  him  not  to  air  the  show,  because  there  are  at  least  three 
cases  involved  here,  and  three  juries  that  could  be  compromised  by  their 
version.  And  when  he  refused,  people  got  a list  of  sponsors  from  MEC 
[Mendocino  Environmental  Center]  in  Ukiah  and  called  those  sponsors.  It 
was  my  mother  who  called  Tylenol.  She  had  personal  knowledge  because  she 
was  here,  she  flew  out  immediately  to  be  with  me.  She  saw  Leonard's  body. 
She  knew  what  we  had  scene  and  Tylenol  pulled  their  ad.  They  were 
concerned  with  real  justice. 

I did  not  watch  the  show  when  it  was  aired,  but  Nick  Wilson  taped  it  for 


me,  and  then  we  had  a meeting,  and  when  I watched  it,  I busted  a blood 
vessel  in  my  arm.  A vein  in  my  arm  turned  big  and  black;  that  was  how 
horrible  it  was.  And  what  they  showed  on  the  show  was  even  different  from 
what  the  sheriff  had  said  earlier. 

What  they  showed  on  AMERICAS  MOST  WANTED  was  Bear  walking  behind  Leonard 
and  Bear  doing  the  shooting.  Maybe  they  did  this  because  so  much  has  been 
made  of  the  fact  that  Leonard  had  night  blindness--which  can  be  documented 
through  his  medical  records,  and  that  he  had  an  appointment  with  an  eye 
doctor.  Finally,  they  decided  that  the  story  they  are  giving  about  Leonard 
shooting  and  shooting  first  is  not  going  to  go  over  well,  so  that  AMERICAS 
MOST  WANTED  contended  the  possibility  that  Bear  shot  Leonard!  I don't  even 
understand  how  AMERICAS  MOST  WANTED  can  even  be  a show.  This  is  an  on 
going  investigation.  Bear  has  never  come  to  trial. 

And  remember  Leonard  wasn't  a suspect  for  anything  when  he  was  shot.  The 
sheriff's  thought  he  was  Arylis  Peters! 


Leonard's  children  are  devastated.  His  daughter  has  children  and  his  other 
kids  are  young,  and  they  really  need  to  put  their  lives  back  together  and 
try  to  figure  what  their  lives  are  going  to  be  and  be  the  kids  they  deserve 
to  be.  They  have  filed  a wrongful  death  lawsuit,  and  hopefully,  that  will 
bring  about  an  investigation  and  that  will  help  clear  Leonard's  name. 

Me,  personally,  it  was  my  intention  to  spend  the  rest  of  my  life  with 
leonard,  now  what  I have  left  is  to  spend--because  their  will  never  be  any 
justice- -spend  the  rest  of  my  life  helping  the  truth  out. 

Because  the  truth  will  be  a kind  of  justice.  Not  just  to  clear  Leonard's 
name,  but  to  pave  the  way,  the  way  for  his  life  long  friend  Bear  to  come 
back.  Leonard  died,  but  Bear  didn't.  And  Bear  deserves  to  have  his  life. 

And  I feel  his  life  had  been  sacrificed  because  the  sheriff  made  a terrible 
mistake:  they  killed  an  innocent  man  and  they  killed  one  of  their  own. 

And  rather  than  admit  they  make  a mistake  and  admit  to  culpability,  they 
would  rather  implicate  Bear  and  ruin  his  life.  Leonard  would  want--rather 
than  just  clearing  his  name--he  would  want  through  clearing  his  name,  that 
Bear's  name  also  be  cleared,  so  that  Bear  can  resume  the  life  that  Leonard 
can 't . 


I haven't  really  petitioned  much  for  donations  but  I am  going  to  tonight. 
There  are  a number  of  different  things  you  can  donated  to. 

General  Donations  go  to:  Lincoln/Peters  Defence  Alliance 
c/o  MEC,  106  W.  Standley  ST.,  Ukiah,  CA,  95482 

We  are  trying  to  get  a documentary  made,  but  that  takes  a lot  of  $$ 

donations  for  the  documentary  go  to  Cyndi  Pickett  (put  a note  in  there  as 

to  what  it  is  for)  PO  Box  83,  Covelo,  Ca  95428 

OR  Help  Feed  Bear's  5 Appaloosa  Horses 

Lucielle  Lincoln 

PO  Box  795,  Covelo,  CA  9542 


Thank  you  everyone  for  your  concern.  My  next  piece  will  be  a little  on  the 
history  of  the  Round  Valley  Reservation  and  the  Yuki  people. 

Christina  Meckel 
Lonewolf 

lonewolf@pacif ic . net 

FREE  THE  BEAR!!  Check  it  out! 

http: //www. dicks hovel . com/ bear a . html 

Write  Bear  Lincoln 
951  Low  Gap  Road 
Ukiah,  CA  95482 

Get  On  The  Mailing  List  For  The  Lincoln  Peters  Defence  Alliance 
call  1-707-468-1660 

"RE : Roadblock  Wasn't  Onondagas"  


Date:  Sun,  1 Dun  1997  06:28:34  -0400 
From:  "Dordan  S.  Dill"  < jsd@sover . net> 


Sub j : from  Syracuse 


UUCP  email 

This  is  a forward  - I make  no  claim  to  it's  validity..: 

Roadblock  wasn't  Onondagas' 

Warrior  Society  spurred  the  1-81  protest  action 

The  Onondaga  Nation  did  not  order  a roadblock  on  Interstate  81 
last  Sunday,  nor  did  the  Nation  request  that  the  New  York  state  police 
take  any  action  against  the  protesters:  Therefore,  those  who  made  these 
decisions  must  take  responsibility  for  their  own  actions. 

The  Onondaga  Nation  has  an  interim  agreement  with  the  state  that 
guarantees  peace  between  our  two  governments  and  our  two  peoples.  This 
agreement  was  negotiated  to  avoid  such  actions  as  those,  which  occurred 
last  Sunday. 

The  Onondaga  Nation  and  the  rest  of  the  Haudenosaunee  wanted  an 
interim  agreement  to  ensure  a peaceful  resolution  of  the  situation  so 
that  no  one  would  be  injured.  We  wanted  to  avoid  what  happened  at 
Allegheny,  when  an  innocent  vacationer  was  killed  when  his  truck 
collided  with  another  vehicle  that  had  been  stopped  in  the  middle  of  the 
road  due  to  tire  fires  from  those  opposed  to  the  interim  agreement. 

The  action  that  took  place  this  last  Sunday  was  under  the  direction  of 
the  Warrior  Society.  This  was  clear  by  the  flag,  the  large  painting  of 
the  Warrior  Society  symbol  on  the  billboard  and  the  presence  of  the 
Warrior  Society  Leadership. 

This  society  is  a self  designated  group  that  has  publicly  threatened 
the  lives  of  the  Onondaga  and  other  Confederacy  chiefs.  They  have  a 
longstanding  relationship  with  the  business  people  who  are  actively 
engaged  in  trying  to  negate  any  agreement  between  the  Haudenosaunee  and 
the  state  of  New  York  that  would  regulate  their  heretofore  unregulated 
business . 

The  lack  of  regulation  has  allowed  these  businesses  to  plunder  their 

respective  nations  under  the  protection  of  our  Nation's  sovereignty. 

Prominent  in  last  Sunday's  road  block  were  Kenneth  Papineau,  banished 
from  Onondaga  in  1994,  and  Stonehorse  Goeman,  banished  from  the 
Tonawanda  Seneca  Nation  in  1992. 

Also  prominent  was  Ross  Dohn,  a Seneca  who  is  the  current  leader  of  the 
First  Nation  Business  council,  also  known  as  the  Iroquois  Businessmen's 
Association.  Arrested  were  known  warriors  Art  Montour  and  Paul 
Delaronde,  who  have  been  involved  in  other  violent  confrontations. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  actions  were  provoked  from  the  outside.  When 

the  protest  fire  was  first  started  on  May  7,  the  police  ask  us  what  we 
were  going  to  do  about  it.  We  responded  that  as  long  as  the  protest  was 
peaceful,  leave  them  be. 

Apparently  this  group  decided  to  up  the  ante  last  Sunday. 

This  is  the  Onondaga  Nation  and  all  who  visit  here  should  respect  our 
laws.  This  unauthorized  roadblock  stopped  traffic,  and  New  York  state 
moved  to  keep  traffic  flowing,  which  is  New  York's  responsibility. 
Interstate  81  was  created  as  a result  of  the  1794  Canandaigua  Treaty, 
where  free  access  through  our  territory  was  granted  to  the  United 
States  in  exchange  for  services  "to  promote  the  future  welfare  of  the 
Six  Nations." 

The  Onondaga  Nation  is  reviewing  the  list  of  the  participants  in  last 
Sunday's  action.  There  are  very  few  Onondagas  in  the  group;  it  is  mostly 
Seneca  and  Mohawk  people,  with  several  Tuscaroras.  The  trespass 
citations  issued  after  the  arrests,  are  currently  being  reviewed  by 
the  Council  of  Chiefs  to  determine  exactly  the  extent  of  involvement  by 
the  people  cited  and  the  identity  of  the  real  culprits. 

Chief  Irving  Powless,  Dr. 

Secretary,  Onondaga  Nation,  Nedrow 

Iordan . . .tolatsga 

<http: //www. dicks hovel . com/first nations . html> 
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"RE : CNO:  Dustice  Birdwell  Statement"  

Date:  Wed,  21  May  1997  14:16:17  -0500 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : 5/20/97-Dustice  Birdwell  Statement 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
For  immediate  Release 

MAY  20,  1997 
PRESS  RELEASE 

STATEMENT  OF  DWIGHT  W.  BIRDWELL, 

DUSTICE,  DUDICIAL  APPEALS 
TRIBUNAL  (SUPREME  COURT)  CHEROKEE  NATION 
(For  Immediate  Release) 

Drew  Wilcoxen  was  appointed  to  the  position  of  Associate  District  Dudge 
of  the  Cherokee  Nation  in  February,  1995.  His  appointment  was  for  a four 
year  term,  to  expire  in  February,  1999. 

The  appointment  was  made  pursuant  to  Title  20,  Cherokee  Nation  Code 
Annotated,  Section  13.  This  provision  of  Cherokee  law  states  that 
appointments  to  the  position  of  District  Dudge  or  Associate  District 
Dudge  are  for  four  years  from  the  time  of  appointment.  Therefore,  when  a 
person  is  appointed  to  one  of  these  offices,  the  term  for  such  appointment 
is  four  years,  nothing  more,  nothing  less.  Appointees  to  these  positions 
do  not  serve  the  balance  of  the  term  of  a prior  appointee  who  may  have 
resigned  or  otherwise  departed. 

While  Title  20,  Cherokee  Nation  Code  Annotated,  Section  33,  provides 
that  individuals  appointed  to  the  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  shall,  if  the 
facts  dictate,  serve  the  balance  of  unexpired  terms  for  those  offices, 
this  is  not  the  case  with  Associate  or  District  Dudges  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation.  As  stated,  appointments  to  those  offices  are  for  a four  year  term, 
regardless  of  the  circumstances  necessitating  the  appointment. 

A memorandum  dated  Dune  7,  1995,  has  been  released  by  someone  within  the 
Cherokee  Nation.  I am  told  the  purpose  of  releasing  this  memorandum  is  to 
suggest  the  thought  that  Associate  District  Dudge  Wilcoxen  was  only 
appointed  for  a one  year  term  as  opposed  to  a four  year  term.  If  so, 
such  a position  is  factually  and  legally  incorrect. 

From  a legal  standpoint,  it  is  not  possible  to  appoint  an  Associate  or 
District  Dudge  for  a one  year  term.  Title  20,  Cherokee  Nation  Code 
Annotated,  Section  13,  clearly  mandates  the  appointment  to  be  for  a four 
year  term.  Therefore,  Cherokee  law  is  clear  that  an  appointment  to  such  a 
position  must  be  for  a four  year  term.  To  do  otherwise  would  be  in 
violation  of  the  statute.  Secondly,  the  language  in  the  Dune  7,  1996, 
memorandum  refers  only  to  the  pay  Associate  Dudge  Wilcoxen  was  to  receive 
for  one  year  of  his  four  year  term,  and  does  not,  in  anyway  whatsoever, 
modify  the  Cherokee  statute  controlling  his  appointment  for  a four  year 
term. 

END  OF  STATEMENT 

For  information  regarding  this  press  release,  contact 
Lisa  Fields,  Court  Clerk,  or  Gina  Waits,  Deputy  Court 
Clerk  at  (918)  458-9447. 
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"RE;  CNO:  Supreme  Court  Press  Release"  
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Sub j : 5/21/97-Cherokee  Nation's  Supreme  Court  Press  Release 


Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

Statement 

of 

Ralph  F.  Keen,  Chief  Justice 
Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 
May  21,  1997 

I would  like  to  apologize  to  the  people  who  have  been  inconvenienced  by 
the  attempts  of  Joe  Byrd  and  Tina  Jordan  to  set-up  another  court  system  at 
the  tribal  offices.  They  have  no  authority  over  the  Judicial  Branch,  and 
Tina  Jordan  has  no  authority  to  be  holding  court.  She  has  been  suspended 
by  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal 

On  Monday  of  this  week,  we  learned  that  they  had  secretly  taken  steps  to 
move  the  main  phone  line,  and  the  main  fax  line  from  the  court  house  to 
the  tribal  office.  This  was  done  without  the  knowledge  or  approval  of  the 
Tribunal.  This  followed  their  attempts  last  week  to  cut  off  the  utilities 
to  the  court  house.  We  were  able  to  keep  the  utilities  turned  on,  thanks 
to  the  professional  manner  that  this  problem  was  handled  by  Mr.  Stanley 
Day,  General  Manager  of  Tahlequah  Public  Works  Authority. 

Now,  after  two  days  of  confusion,  we  now  have  the  telephone  lines 
reconnected  at  the  court  house.  Our  thanks  goes  out  to  Southwestern  Bell 
Telephone  for  their  quick  response  to  our  problems. 

We  are  hereby  notifying  all  litigants,  and  their  attorneys  that  both  the 
District  Court  and  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  are  still  doing  business 
in  the  court  house  on  Cherokee  Capitol  Square  in  downtown  Tahlequah,  and 
can  be  reached  at  the  same  telephone  numbers  and  fax  lines  as  before. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  not  be  forced  to  put  up  with  anymore 
uncertainties  in  your  dealings  with  the  Judicial  Branch  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation . 

END  OF  STATEMENT 

For  information  regarding  this  press  release,  contact  Lisa  Fields,  Court 
Clerk,  or  Gina  Waits,  Deputy  Court  Clerk,  at  (918)  458-9447. 


Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper.  The 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 
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"RE:  Restraining  Order  AGAINST  CNO  Marshals"  
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From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : Restraining  Order  Filed  AGAINST  Cherokee  Nation  Marshals!!!!! 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  Cherokee  Observer  obtained  copies  of  the  following  Orders  filed  May 
23,  1997  By  the  United  States  District  Court  for  the  Eastern  District  of 
Oklahoma!!!  What  a blow  against  the  Constitution  and  the  Sovereignty  of 
the  Cherokee  Nation  and  the  Marshals  who  have  upheld  the  law  even  though 
their  paychecks  were  cut  off  and  confiscated  by  Cherokee  Chief  Joe 
Byrd ! ! ! 

You  can  reach  any  of  the  federal  offices  by  clicking  into 
http : //www . whitehouse . gov 

Check  around  the  pages  and  you  can  find  emails  for  the  President, 
VicePresident , Dept  of  Int.,BIA,  etc. 

Do  you  approve  of  this  latest  move  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior? 
E-mail  them! 


Filed  May  23,  1997 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT  FOR  THE 
EASTERN  DISTRICT  OF  OKLAHOMA 
WILLIAM  PATRICK  RAGSDALE, 
et  al..  Plaintiffs 

v. 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE 


INTERIOR  BUREAU  OF  INDIAN 
AFFAIRS,  et  al.. 

Dependents 
No.  CIV-97-309-S 

ORDER 

DENYING  PLAINTIFFS'  REQUEST  FOR  A TEMPORARY  RESTRAINING  ORDER. 

The  plaintiffs  are  marshals  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma.  According 
to  plaintiffs'  complaint,  the  defendant  United  States  Department  of 
Interior  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  ("BIA"),  through  its  individual 
officials  and  agents  defendants,  has  been  "invited"  by  the  Cherokee  Nation 
of  Oklahoma  to  assume  law  enforcement  jurisdiction  within  the  Cherokee 
Nation  of  Oklahoma.  The  complaint  further  alleges  that  the  defendants 
have  advised  the  plaintiffs  that  they  lack  authority  to  act  as  tribal  law 
enforcement  officers,  and  that  all  law  enforcement  equipment  issued  to 
them  be  relinquished  to  the  defendants.  The  plaintiffs  seek  temporary, 
preliminary  and  permanent  injunctive  and  declaratory  relief  restraining 
the  defendants  from  interfering  with  them  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties 
as  tribal  law  enforcement  officers,  taking  their  equipment,  and  purporting 
to  suspend  them  as  federal  law  enforcement  officers,  and  monetary  damages 
of  "approximately"  $180,000,  "purported"  to  have  been  taken  by  the 
defendant  BIA  for  law  enforcement  purposes. 

Plaintiffs'  complaint  admits  and  alleges  that  on  April  15,  1997,  in  a 
lawsuit  filed  in  the  ludicial  Appeals  Tribunal  of  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
that  court  granted  to  these  plaintiffs  the  same  injunctive  and  declaratory 
relief  against  these  defendants  that  they  seek  herein. 

A temporary  restraining  order  may  be  granted  without  written  or  oral 
notice  to  the  adverse  party  or  that  party's  attorney  only  if  it  clearly 
appears  from  specific  facts  shown  by  affidavit  or  by  the  verified 
complaint  that  immediated  and  irreparable  injury,  loss,  or  damage  will 
result  to  the  applicant  before  the  adverse  party  of  that  party's  attorney 
can  be  heard  in  opposition,  and  the  applicant's  attorney  certifies  to  the 
court  in  writing  the  efforts,  if  any,  which  have  been  made  to  give  the 
notice  and  the  reasons  supporting  the  claim  that  notice  should  not  be 
granted.  Rule  65(b),  Federal  Rules  of  Civil  Procedure. 

Temporary  injunctive  relief  is  an  extraordinary  remedy,  which  is  the 
exception  rather  than  the  rule.  Its  primary  remedy,  which  is  the 
exception  rather  than  the  rule.  Its  primary  function  is  to  preserve  the 
status  quo  pending  a final  determination  on  the  merits.  The  general  basis 
for  injunctive  relief  in  federal  courts  has  always  been  irreparable  injury 
and  the  inadequacy  of  legal  remedies.  George  Washington  Home  Owners 
Associate  v.  Widnall  863  F.  Supp. 1423, 1425  (D. Colo. 1994);  SCFC  ILC.  Inc  v. 
Visa  USA,  Inc,  936  F.2d  1096,  1098-99  (10th  Cir.1991). 

The  plaintiffs  do  not  allege  or  show  any  need  for  a temporary 
restraining  order.  There  is  no  allegation  that  the  plaintiffs  will  suffer 
irreparable  harm  if  temporary  relief  is  not  granted.  There  is  no 
allegation  of  a need  for  the  court  to  temporarily  order  either  the 
maintenance  of,  or  a change  in,  the  status  quo  of  the  parties  pending  a 
determination  on  the  merits.  Indeed,  by  plaintiffs'  own  allegations,  the 
court  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  have  already  granted  the 
plaintiffs  the  injunctive  relief  they  week  herein.  Further,  there  is  no 
allegation  that  the  plaintiffs  do  not  have  an  adequate  remedy  at  law, 
particularly  in  the  light  of  plaintiffs'  prayer  for  money  damages  against 
the  defendants  for  an  alleged  breach  or  violation  of  a contract  or  self- 
governing  agreement  between  the  plaintiffs'  employer  and  the  defendants. 

Accordingly,  the  court  finds  that  the  allegation  in  plaintiff's 
complaint  are  insufficient  to  show  a need  for,  or  require  this  court  to 
issue,  on  order  for  temporary  injunctive  relief,  and  the  plaintiffs' 
request  for  a temporary  restraining  order  is  denied. 

IT  IS  SO  ORDERED  this  23rd  day  of  May,  1997. 

FRANK  H.  SEAY 

United  States  District  Dudge 
"RE : Something  Rotten"  


Date:  Fri,  23  May  1997  18:12:51  -0500 


From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub  j : Something  Rotten  in  the  Cherokee  Bingo  Halls? 

Newsgroups : alt . native , soc . culture. native 

The  Cherokee  Observer  obtained  a copy  of  the  following  letter  written 
April  29,  1997.  The  18  enclosures  with  the  letter  are  not  included 
here. 


April  29,  1997 

Tim  Harper,  Field  Investigator 
Nation  Indian  Gaming  Commission 
1441  "D"  Street,  NW,  Suite  9100 
Washington,  DC  20005 

Dear  Mr.  Harper: 

I am  requesting  an  immediate  Investigation  of  Multi-Media  Games,  Inc., 
with  regard  to  the  MegaMania  game  and  player  stations.  When  I was 
reinstated  as  General  Manager  of  [Cherokee  Nation]  Catoosa's  Bingo  Outpost 
on  April  14,  1997,  several  employees  brought  to  my  attention  certain 
questionable  actions  by  previous  management  with  regard  to  Multi-Media 
Games,  Inc.  (Exhibit  A-l  through  5).  I have  enclosed  a detailed  analysis 
which  presents  the  basis  for  some  of  my  concerns.  It  is  apparent  that 
Multi-Media  Games,  Inc.,  is  not  in  compliance  with  NIGC,  IGRA,  or  Cherokee 
Nation  Enterprises  Gaming  Commission  Regulations. 

Catoosa's  Cherokee  Nation  Bingo  Outpost  currently  has  the  MegaMania  game 
on  two  different  systems  in  operation.  These  systems  are  NGI  and  System 
12.  NGI  is  Network  Gaming  International  out  of  British  Columbia. 
Apparently,  NGI  licenses  the  software  to  Multi-Media  Games  for  use  in 
tribal  bingo  facilities  across  the  United  States.  The  System  12  is  a 
product  of  Bingo  King  International,  running  software  designed  by  Multi- 
Media  Games,  Inc.  Sales  commission  were  paid  to  representative  of  Multi- 
Media  Games,  Inc.  for  their  assistance  in  placing  machines  in  our 
facilities.  Marketing  material  from  Multi-Media  Games  included  an 
endorsement  from  the  NIGA  for  its  MegaManis  game  on  these  systems.  This 
had  a great  impact  on  our  decisions  of  which  player  stations  to  purchase. 
As  of  today,  the  NIGA  has  requested  that  Multi-Media  Games,  Inc.  cease 
from  utilizing  the  NIGA  Executive  Committee  Resolution  in  any  manner  for 
which  it  was  not  intended.  (Exhibit  C-l  and  2.) 

We  have  been  experiencing  numerous  problems  with  both  systems.  My  main 
concern  is  that  the  MegaMania  reports  generated  at  the  central  operation 
of  Multi-Media  Games,  Inc.  (aka:  "Central  Control"  located  at  7335  S. 
Lewis  Avenue,  Suite  204,  Tulsa,  Oklahoma)  do  not  match  the  MegaMania 
reports  generated  at  the  Outpost  facilities.  We  are  not  able  to  balance 
our  cashier  close-outs  and  bill  acceptors  due  to  the  discrepancies  in  the 
reports.  Without  accurate  and  reliable  reports,  our  facilities  cannot 
hold  our  employees  responsible  for  their  shortages  because  we  cannot  prove 
to  them  that  the  shortages  truly  exist.  Our  ability  to  maintain  our 
Gaming  Commission's  Internal  controls  and  audit  standard  is  compromised  by 
these  discrepancies.  This  jeopardizes  our  ability  to  observe  the 
compliance  regulations  of  the  NIGC  and  damages  the  integrity  of  MegaMania 
and  Cherokee  Nation  gaming  operations.  (Exhibit  D-l  through  5.) 

On  three  separate  occasions  (April  16,  18,  and  23),  I contacted  Multi- 
Media  Games  and  requested  they  attend  to  the  balancing  problems.  I have 
not  received  a response  as  of  today's  date.  It  is  obvious,  after  waiting 
a reasonable  time  for  resolution  to  this  situation,  that  the  vendor  may 
not  be  concerned  with  meeting  the  same  compliance  rules  and  audit 
standards  the  tribal  bingo  facilitators  are:  or  this  situation  would  not 
exist.  (Exhibit  E).  I am  concerned  this  balancing  problem  dates  back  to 
the  Inception  date  of  the  MegaMania  game  in  our  facility. 

I am  concerned  that  past  management  of  the  facility  had  an  arrangement 
or  "deal"  with  Multi-Media  Games,  Inc.  Although  Bingo  Outpost  supposedly 
receives  a bigger  cut  of  the  profits  with  this  "deal",  I believe  it  to  be 
unethical.  For  the  past  few  week  (or  months),  financial  and  operational 
reports  produced  for  the  CEO,  Board  of  Directors,  and  Tribal  Council 


Members  may  have  been  incorrect  or  purposely  falsified  so  that  the  CNE 
Administrators  could  take  advantage  of  "unethical  practices"  of  a gaming 
vendor.  The  unethical  practices  allowed  CNE  with  the  approval  of  CNE's 
Director  of  Gaming  and  Vice-President  of  Operations,  to  receive  a larger 
portion  of  the  fee  commission.  By  the  vendor  not  reporting  (the  system 
reports,  state  28  EPS's,  Contract  states  59  EPS's  and  the  physical  count 
was  54  EPS's)  the  exact  total  number  of  player  stations  in  play  at  Catoosa, 
the  facility  would  receive  a higher  percentage  based  on  the  per  machine 
sales  per  day.  This  is  the  "unethical"  deal  or  arrangement  that  was 
approved  by  the  previous  administrators;  which  may  be  in  violation  of  the 
IGRA  Regulations:  [page55]Sec.  1175.  Registration  of  manufacturers  and 
dealers  (c)Records;  required  information  (1) (A) (B) (C) : [page  56]  (d) 
Retention  of  records-(l),  [page  57]  (2), [page  164]  Sec. 571.7  Maintenance 
and  preservation  of  papers  and  records-(a).  The  integrity  of  tribal  bingo 
operations  is  under  constant  scrutiny;  therefore,  this  recent  discovery 
must  be  brought  to  your  attention  since  you  play  a crucial  role  in  helping 
tribal  bingo  operations  maintain  honesty  and  integrity.  We  want  to  assure 
that  we  do  not  operate  in  non-compliance  or  violation  of  the  following 
IGRA  Regulations:  [page  170]  Part  573-Enforcement-Rules  and  Regulations 
of  The  Cherokee  Nation  Gaming  Commission;  specifically;  1.05  Rule  of 
Interpretation;  4.15  Fraud;  4.19  Illicit  Remuneration;  4.22  Price  Fixing; 
and  4.38  Records,  Returns,  and  Audits.  (Exhibit  F-l  through  3.) 

Speaking  on  behalf  of  this  organization,  we  do  no  want  to  find  ourselves 
in  the  situation  where  the  integrity  of  this  facility,  or  of  the  Cherokee 
Tribe,  is  jeopardized  because  of  non-compliance  with  the  gaming 
regulations  of  the  NIGC,  nor  do  we  want  the  standards  of  our  operation  to 
suffer.  Documentations  and  information  regarding  our  concerns  has  already 
been  turned  over  to  our  Corporate  Office  and  they  have  opened  an  internal 
investigation . 

Since  these  concerns  were  brought  to  my  attention,  I felt  it  necessary 
to  begin  conducting  investigations  at  the  Roland  and  West  Siloam  Springs 
Bingo  Outpost  facilities  also.  Reports  or  assessments  from  these  sites 
are  not  complete  as  of  this  date.  After  speaking  with  the  managers  of 
these  facilities,  it  is  my  belief  we  will  find  the  same  results  since  they 
are  experiencing  the  same  problems  in  balancing,  especially  with  the  bill 
acceptors  on  the  MegaMania  player  stations  and  discrepancies  between  the 
Multi-Media  Games  reports  and  the  reports  generated  at  their  facilities. 

I am  concerned  with  the  affect  this  problem  could  have  on  a larger  scale 
since  MegaMania  is  played  by  multiple  tribal  gaming  facilities-all 
participating  and  contributing  to  the  prize  fund,  which  is  controlled  and 
managed  by  the  same  vendor  (Multi-Media  Games,  Inc.)  which  cannot  seem  to 
get  the  reports  to  balance. 

In  addition,  we  have  never  received  any  statements  from  Multi-Media 
Games,  Inc.  concerning  the  MegaMania  prize  pool  surplus.  "Exhibit  G" 
states  the  surplus  pool  that  should  be  divided  among  the  tribes.  Because 
of  this,  I will  require  an  updated  summary  report  from  them,  stating 
surplus  balance.  The  Integrated  Services  Agreement,  under  which  MegaBingo 
and  MegaMania  operate,  clearly  states  we  are  entitled  to  this  information 
and  surplus  distribution.  (Exhibit  G) 

In  reference  to  the  MegaMania  addendum  to  the  MegaBingo  Integrated 
Services  Agreement,  I am  concerned  that  this  may  be  considered  a 
management  contract,  as  Multi-Media  Games  is  controlling  and  managing  the 
prize  account  and  are  the  operators  of  all  features  of  the  game  from  their 
central  operations  located  in  Tulsa.  For  my  records  and  annual  audit,  I 
would  like  a copy  of  your  opinion  of  the  MegaMania  Addendum  to  the 
MegaBingo  Integrated  Services  Agreement,  stating  whether  it  is  a 
Vender/Service  or  Management  contract.  Please  forward  this  opinion  as 
soon  as  possible  since  I am  responsible  for  compliance  issues;  such  as 
those  surrounding  agreements  and  contracts.  I am  concerned  that  we  could 
be  in  violation  or  non-compliance  of  certain  specific  IGRA  Regulations 
under  Section  2711.  Management  Contracts  [pages  34  and  35]  Disapproval 
(c) (C) (D) (2) : [pages  38  and  39]  Sec.  2713  Civil  Penalties- (a ) (1) ; (a) (3) . 
(Exhibit  H) 

In  light  of  the  highly  publicized  debate  over  MagaMania  and  it's 
classification,  I request  you  evaluate  and  forward  an  advisory  opinion 


outlining  the  liability  factors  of  operating  MegaMania  in  its  current 
state . 

I would  appreciate  a personal  and  confidential  written  response  from  you 
as  soon  as  possible  so  we  can  be  given  some  direction  of  whether  or  not  we 
are  in  compliance  and  how  to  proceed.  Time  is  of  the  essence.  As  both 
public  and  congress  perception  of  all  tribal  gaming  operations  could  be  in 
jeopardy,  it  is  my  goal  is  to  keep  the  Cherokee  Nation  Gaming  Operations 
at  the  highest  level  of  integrity.  I look  forward  to  your  response  and 
appreciate  your  assistance  in  helping  me  meet  my  goal  and  that  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Enterprises,  Inc. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Pennie  S.  Knight,  General  Manager 
Cherokee  Nation  Bingo  Outpost-Catoosa 
PSK/td 

Enclosures  (18) 

"RE : BIA  Will  Enforce  Tribal  Laws"  

Date:  Sat,  24  May  1997  16:49:40  -0500 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : BIA  will  enforce  Tribal  laws, ordinances  & Court  Orders  says  Dim  Fields 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  Cherokee  Observer  obtained  a copy  of  the  following  letter.  It  was 
dated  5/2/97.  It  was  on  the  official  Department  of  the  Interior 
letterhead,  BIA-Muskogee  Area  Office 


Honorable  Chief  Doe  Byrd 
Chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 
P.0.  Box  948 
Tahlequah,  OK  74465 

Dear  Chief  Byrd, 

Please  be  advised  that  this  office  regrets  that  the  intratribal  disputes 
within  the  Cherokee  Nation  remain  unresolved  at  this  time.  We  believe 
that  the  Cherokee  Nation  possesses  the  governmental  structure,  which 
includes  the  Cherokee  Courts,  to  work  through  the  present  issues,  and 
remain  convinced  that  all  parties  can  work  together  to  end  the  present 
crisis.  The  concern  of  this  office  is,  as  it  has  always  been,  that  law 
enforcement  services  are  delivered  to  the  Cherokee  citizens  who  live  in 
the  fourteen  county  area. 

Your  recent  letter  dated  April  30,  1997,  states  that  the  intent  of  the 
amendment  to  the  Annual  Funding  Agreement  was  that  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (BIA)  would  assume  all  law  enforcement  activities,  federal  and 
tribal,  during  this  crucial  period.  This  was  contrary  to  my  understanding 
of  the  intent  of  the  parties  to  the  amendment,  as  evidenced  by  my  letter 
to  you  dated  April  25,  1997.  This  letter  precedes  the  April  25,  1997 
letter  and  at  this  time  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  will  be  enforcing  all 
Tribal  Law,  Ordinances,  and  court  orders. 

Upon  receipt  of  your  April  30  letter,  I conferred  with  the  BIA  Central 
Office  officials  involved  in  the  amendment  process  who  advised  that  the 
language  of  the  amendment  should  be  construed  as  the  Tribe  understood  it. 
Therefore,  based  up  on  your  statements  that  the  Cherokee  Nation  intended 
that  all  law  enforcement  functions  be  assumed,  this  office  reviewed  the 
remaining  portions  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  code  to  ascertain  if  they  are  in 
substantial  compliance  with  federal  law. 

We  have  determined  that  the  additional  Cherokee  Nation  Code  Sections  are 
in  substantial  compliance,  and  thus  no  impediment  exists  to  authorize  the 
BIA  law  enforcement  officers  to  enforce  all  tribal  laws,  ordinances,  and 
court  orders  for  a temporary  period  of  time. 

Sincerely  yours. 

Dames  Fields 
Area  Director 

cc:  Assistant  Secretary-Indian  Affairs 


Office  of  Self -Governance,  BIA 

Deputy  Commissioner  for  Indian  Affairs 

Chief,  Division  of  Law  Enforcement,  BIA 

United  States  Attorney,  Eastern  District  of  Oklahoma  DOD 


Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper.  The 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER. 

http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net /Cherokee/Observer . shtml 

"RE ; Editorial  Reply"  

Date:  Mon,  26  May  1997  00:29:33  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - Fwd:  Editorial  Reply 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

A.I.M.  ARIZONA  CHAPTER  REPLIES  TO  EDITORIAL 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


Forwarded  message: 

Sub j : Editorial  Reply 

Date:  97-05-25  23:28:36  EDT 

From:  AIMAZ 

To:  editor@usatoday.com 

This  is  in  response  to  the  editorial  in  the  May  8th,  1997  edition, 
"Patient  Enforcement  Pays  as  Texas  Anarchists  Yield"  where  the 
editorialist  wrote,  "Cults,  be  they  the  Branch  Davidians  of  the  1990's  or 
the  Native  American  Ghost  Dancers  of  the  1890' s,  thrive  on  a similar 
dynamic.  An  apocalypse  is  coming;  the  government  is  lying;  the  time  for 
drastic  action  is  now.  Indeed  the  mix  of  fundamentalism  and  conspiracy  is 
one  reason  anti-government  extremists  so  easily  believe  that  the  70-plus 
who  died  at  Waco  were  martyred." 

This  article  was  brought  to  my  attention  by  Patsy  Wojahn.  She 
apparently  spoke  to  the  editor  about  this  and  her  bad  feelings  about  the 
comparison  of  the  Branch  Davidians  with  the  Ghost  Dancers.  According  to 
Ms  Wojahn,  the  editor  or  writer  of  this  particular  piece  not  only  upheld 
his  wording  but  informed  Ms  Wojahn  that  Wounded  Knee  was  not  a massacre... 
merely  a battle. 

I don't  know  a lot  about  the  Branch  Davidians;  only  what  I witnessed  on 
television.  I do  however  know  a little  something  about  the  Ghost  Dance 
Movement.  Coined  by  the  phrase  "Messiah  Craze"  in  the  press  of  the  day, 
the  Ghost  Dancers  were  not  a threat  to  the  government  or  anyone  else. 

"The  Ghost  Dance  religion  did  not  teach  hostility  toward  whites.  The 
government  was  ignorant  of  the  religion's  peaceful  teaching,  however." 
Sharon  0 ' Brien .. .American  Indian  Tribal  Governments ... copywrite  1989. 

They  do,  however  fit  into  the  categories  set  forth  by  the  editorialist. 
An  apocalypse  is  coming,  the  government  is  lying  and  the  time  for  drastic 
action  is  now.  Their  form  of  drastic  action  was  to  dance  a sacred  dance 
taught  to  them  by  a Paiute  holy  man  named  Wovoka,  in  the  hopes  that  this 
dance  would  bring  back  the  buffalo  and  their  slain  relatives. 

The  Pine  Ridge  reservation  in  those  days  was  in  a pitiful  state.  The 
government  treaties  with  the  Sioux  and  Cheyenne  people  had  been  broken  by 
the  government  and  the  people  still  on  the  reservation  land  were  starving 
because  of  it.  This  is  documented  fact  that  can  be  researched  from  the 
writings  of  Elaine  Goodale  Eastman,  Supervisor  of  Education  for  the 
Dakotas;  Dr.  V.T.  McGillycuddy,  Indian  Agent  in  charge  of  Pine  Ridge;  and 
Commanding  General  Nelson  A.  Miles.  The  participants  in  the  Ghost  Dance 
were  simply  looking  for  a spiritual  solution  to  an  immediate  crisis. 

As  for  Wounded  Knee,  the  writings  of  witnesses  describe  it  best,  "...a 
massacre  occurred,  not  only  the  warrior  but  the  sick  Chief  Big  Foot,  and  a 
large  number  of  women  and  children  who  tried  to  escape  were  hunted  down 
and  killed.  The  action  of  the  commanding  officer,  in  my  judgement  at  that 
time,  and  I so  reported,  was  most  reprehensible. . .and  I have  regarded  the 


whole  affair  as  most  unjustifiable  and  worthy  of  the  severest 
condemnation" .. .Gen . Nelson  A.  Miles. 

"...few  escaped  the  merciless  slaughter  dealt  out  that  dreadful  day  by 
members  of  the  seventh  cavalry."  Hugh  McGinnis,  soldier  under  the  command 
of  Ma j . Whitside . 

"There  was  a cry  of  Remember  Custer. . .blood  ran  like  water... Big  Foot's 
band  was  converted  into  good  Indians."  Unidentified  soldier  of  the 
Seventh  Cavalry. 

So,  you  see,  an  apocalypse  was  coming  to  the  Ghost  Dancers.  The 
government  was  lying,  and  there  was  a need  for  drastic  action.  This  was 
reality  to  the  Ghost  Dancers;  not  prophecy,  not  dogma,  fact. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew  R.  Mader 
American  Indian  Movement, 

Arizona  Chapter 

140  E.  Hampton  Ave. 

Mesa,  AZ  85210 
day  (602)  431-9300 
eve  (602)  610-0935 

"RE : Language  Revival  Release"  

Date:  9:39  AM  May  19,  1997 

From:  ipola@roadrunner . com 

Sub j : upcoming  release  of  language  revival 

Newsgroup:  igc. indig. language 

I wanted  to  let  those  who  are  out  there  from  the  Native  American,  Alaska 
Native  and  Native  Hawaiian  and  other  Native  Pacific  communities  know  of  a 
reference  Publication  I will  be  shortly  releasing  called  "The  Blue  Book  of 
Native  Language  Revival  Resources"  for  The  Americas,  Alaska,  and  Hawaii." 
It  is  currently  206  pp.  spiral  bound,  and  contains  the  most  complete 
collection  of  reference  I have  been  able  to  find  in  7 months  of  research 
in  the  United  States,  and  internationally  as  far  away  as  South  America  and 
New  Zealand  on  language  revival.  Linguistic  association,  here  and  abroad, 
language  programs,  people  associated  with  languages  (Native  American) 
funding  sources  for  language  revival,  a bibliography  of  language  revival, 
internet  addresses  for  all  of  the  above  and  specific  languages,  a long 
bibliography  on  140  different  languages  as  current  as  I can  arrange  on 
current  resources,  and  a complete  list  of  tribal  addresses  and  contact 
numbers;  intended  for  use  in  the  native  communities  and  associated 
linguists  in  support  and  working  with  their  efforts. 

I will  send  another  notice  when  I know  when  and  where  people  can  contact 
me  to  obtain  this;  it  will  be  on  paper,  and  also  available  on  disc  on  a 
lease  basis,  with  semi-annual  (twice.  Summer  and  Winter)  updates.  I have 
received  gracious  and  generous  help  from  those  who  know  this  field  as 
linguists,  and  language  teachers  and  researchers  and  will  continue 
refining  and  editing  and  adding  references  as  needed. 

Notice  will  go  out  separately  to  all  the  Tribal  Cultural  and  Educational 
Offices  and  Tribal  leadership;  and  I will  provide  this  reference  to 
appropriate  libraries  and  researchers  committed  to  working  with  the  Native 
community  in  line  with  their  wishes  as  far  as  their  own  languages  are 
concerned . 

At  least  half  the  proceeds  from  this  project  will  go  to  language  funds 
directed  by  a Task  Group  now  forming  among  Native  American  language  people 
and  associated  linguists  for  language  revival. 

I can  be  reached  at  hpi@dsrt.com  until  further  notice,  and  will  probably 
publish  this  under  the  name  SHIVA  Press  for  Sustain  the  Heritage  of  the 
Indigenous  Vision  of  our  Ancestors 
Thank  you, 

Christopher  Sturges  Gerlach 


RE:  Ojibwe  Language  Tutorial 


Date:  7:08  AM  May  23,  1997 

From:  dborn@maroon.tc.umn.edu 

Sub j : new  Ojibwe  language  CD-ROM  tutorial 

Newsgroup:  igc . indig. language 

The  Ojibwe  Language  Grant,  funded  by  the  Grotto  Foundation,  is  nearing 
completion.  We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  release  of  the  CD-Rom  language 
tutorial  project... 

Inashke!  Ojibwemowin 
Behold!  The  Ojibwe  Language 
An  Ojibwe  Language  Tutorial  on  CD-ROM 
Mac  or  IBM  compatible 

Elder  voice  - over  1000  sound  bytes 

American  Indian  Artists,  Photographers,  and  Music 

Videoclips 

4 levels  of  learning 

Cultural  themes 

Explore  grammatical  patterns 

Print  out  puzzles  and  wordfinds 

User  manual/scope  and  sequence  included 

It  is  available  from:  The  College  of  St.  Scholastica  Bookstore, 

1200  Kenwood  Ave.  Duluth,  MN  55811  after  May  28,  1997. 

Phone  orders  to  218-723-6622 
Fax  orders  to  218-723-6708 
In  good  spirits. 

Shelly  Ceglar,  Bi-Ed  and  Tom  Gibbons,  CIS 

Forwarded  message  ends  here  - 

Several  people  have  contacted  to  request  an  e-mail  address  that  could  be 
used  to  seek  further  information  on  the  Ojibwe  language  CD  ....  following 
is  an  address  which  can  be  used  for  ordering  or  to  request  more  descriptive 
materials  (Special  thanks  to  Doan  Dodgson  for  tracking  this  down.): 

The  e-mail  address  for  Shelly  Ceglar  at  CSS  is  sceglar@facl.css.edu 

[ I have  removed  the  pricing  information  contained  in  the  original  notice 
so  as  to  discourage  the  use  of  this  list  for  commercial  advertising. 
However,  I will  say  that  the  product  seems  to  be  priced  very  reasonably. 
--Gary  Trujillo  (gst@gnosys . svle. ma . us)  ] 

David  0.  Born,  Ph.D. 

Professor  and  Director 
Division  of  Health  Ecology 
15-136  Moos  Tower 
University  of  Minnesota 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55455 
612-625-9438  Voice 
612-626-6096  Fax 
e:mail  dborn@tc.umn.edu 

"RE : Story:  Seeds  of  Tradition"  

Date:  Thu,  15  May  1997  21:02:24  -0400 
From:  "DS  Adonaset  Fort"  <adonaset@radix. net> 

Sub j : Story:  Seeds  of  Tradition 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Oyea,  Tau  Natiaos,  Guatiaos 

SEEDS  OF  TRADITION 
Timucua  Story  by  Adonaset 

The  village  was  preparing  to  pack-up  and  leave  their  winter  camp  and  go  to 
the  summer  place  of  planting.  The  old  chief  called  his  son  to  him,  and  told 


him  that  the  winter  had  left  him  tired  and  unable  to  carry  the  basket  that 
was  filled  with  the  seeds  of  law.  The  seeds  had  been  placed  in  the  basket 
by  the  Great  Creator,  and  these  seeds  taught  the  People  how  to  live 
according  to  the  Great  Creator's  laws  of  harmony.  The  seeds  contained  the 
laws  that  would  maintain  harmony  within  the  People.  These  were  called  the 
Seeds  of  Tradition,  and  they  were  very  sacred.  The  seeds  must  be  carefully 
carried  to  the  summer  place  of  planting  and  planted  there  for  the  next 
generation.  The  chiefs  son  picked-up  the  basket  and  placed  it  on  his 
shoulder,  and  led  the  village  towards  the  summer  place  of  planting.  As  he 
walked  the  basket  seemed  to  get  heavier  and  heavier,  and  more  and  more 
difficult  for  the  young  man  to  carry.  He  shifted  the  basket  from  one 
shoulder  to  the  other,  but  still  the  basket  was  a great  burden  for  him  to 
carry.  The  young  man  could  no  longer  carry  the  basket  on  his  shoulders,  so 
he  decided  to  drag  the  basket  on  the  ground  behind  him.  The  young  man 
continued  to  lead  the  People  towards  the  summer  place  of  planting,  pulling 
the  basket  in  back  of  him.  The  bottom  of  the  basket  began  to  wear  away,  and 
some  of  the  seeds  began  to  fall  through  the  bottom.  As  more  and  more  of  the 
seeds  fell  through,  the  basket  got  lighter  and  lighter.  This  made  the  task 
of  pulling  the  basket  much  easier,  and  the  young  man  was  happy.  By  the  time 
they  arrived  at  the  summer  place  of  planting,  the  basket  was  empty.  The 
last  part  of  the  journey  had  been  made  easier  for  the  young  man,  but  there 
were  no  seeds  of  tradition  to  plant  for  the  next  generation.  The  People 
turned  at  looked  back  in  the  direction  that  they  had  come  from,  and  they 
saw  that  the  seeds  had  taken  hold  and  were  growing  where  they  had  fallen 
from  the  basket.  Will  we  go  back  and  reharvest  the  seeds  and  make  the 
basket  heavy  and  difficult  to  carry  again,  or  will  we  continue  to  carry  a 
empty  basket  to  give  to  the  next  generation? 

Adonaset 

Walk  in  Harmony 

adonaset@radix.net 

"RE : NMNH  Repatriations"  

Date:  Mon,  2 Dun  1997  16:04:07  -0500 
From:  Dohn  Berry  <berryj@OKWAY.OKSTATE . EDU> 

Sub j : (FWD)NMNH  Repatriations 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

The  following  is  the  current  number  of  repatriations  that  have 
occurred  at  the  National  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Smithsonian 
Institution  as  of  5/15/97. 


Physical  Anthropology  Division 


DATE 

NATIVE  GROUP 

TOTAL  CAT.  NOS. 

TOTAL  # INDIVIDUALS 

1984 

Modoc 

5 

5 

1988 

Blackfeet 

16 

16 

1990 

Native  Hawaiians(l) 

81 

52+ 

1991 

Native  Hawaiians(2) 

136 

135 

1991 

Sisseton  Wahpeton  Sioux(l) 

24 

31+ 

1991 

Larsen  Bay,  Kodiak  Isl 

756 

1000+ 

1993 

Chugach  Alaska  Corp 

11 

12 

1993 

Southern  Cheyenne 

14 

14 

1993 

Northern  Cheyenne 

17 

17 

1993 

Oglala  Lakota  Sioux 

1 

1 

1994 

Two  Kettles  Sioux(l)  & (2) 

2 

1 

1994 

Southern  Arapaho 

7 

7 

1994 

Shoshone -Ban nock 

37 

10 

1994 

Makah 

4 

4 

1994 

Cheyenne  River  Sioux(l) 

1 

1 

1994 

Yakama/Warm  Springs 

74 

143 

1995 

Yankton  Sioux 

8 

8 

1995 

Devil's  Lake  Sioux 

6 

6 

1995 

Pawnee,  Arikara,  Wichita 

15 

17 

1995 

Pawnee 

12 

11 

1995 

Yerington  Paiute 

1 

1 

1995 

Ninilchik 

1 

1 

1995 

Spokane 

5 

8 

1996 

Cheyenne  River  Sioux(2) 

12 

14 

1996 

Northwest  Arctic  Borough 

5 

5 

1996 

Nunivak 

168 

191+ 

1996 

Point  Hope 

297 

354+ 

1996 

Mandan,  Hidatsa,  Arikara 

41 

40 

1996 

Jamestown  S'Klallam 

3 

3 

1996 

Santee  Sioux 

2 

1 

1996 

Sisseton-Wahpeton  Sioux(2) 

3 

3 

1996 

Assiniboine 

5 

5 

1997 

Gambell,  St.  Lawrence 

394 

410+ 

1997 

TOTAL 

Savoonga,  St.  Lawrence 

389 

2,553 

402+ 

2,929+ 

"RE : Pueblo  Pottery  Exhibition"  

Date:  Thu,  29  May  1997  10:24:34  -0400 
From:  Ann  Parsons  <akp@VIVANET.COM> 

Sub  j : IPL  UPDATE:  Pueblo  Pottery  Exhibition  Debuts  at  The  Internet 
Public  Library  Exhibit  Hall  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Wed,  28  May  1997  15:11:27  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  ipl@ipl.org 

News  from  the  Internet  Public  Library 
feel  free  to  repost 

Pueblo  Pottery  Exhibition  Debuts  at  The  Internet  Public  Library  Exhibit  Hall 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

CONTACT: 

lames  A.  Ringold 
School  of  Information 
University  of  Michigan 
550  East  University 
Ann  Arbor,  MI 
48109-1092 
(313)  764-4386 
exhibits@ipl.org 

May  15,  1997 

ANN  ARBOR,  MI.,  May  15,  1997--The  Internet  Public  Library  (IPL),  a project 
based  at  the  University  of  Michigan  School  of  Information,  is  pleased  to 
announce  the  release  of  a new  exhibition:  "Pueblo  Pottery" 
(http://www.ipl.org/exhibit/pottery/).  The  exhibition  displays  a wide 
range  of  Native  American  Pueblo  pottery  from  the  Southwestern  United 
States.  One  of  the  most  exciting  features  of  the  exhibition  is  that  museum 
quality  pieces  from  diverse  collections  are  brought  together  and 
reorganized  to  facilitate  learning. 

Though  no  special  software  or  "plug-ins"  are  required  for  viewing,  the 
exhibition  allows  the  viewer  to  see  a self  advancing  slide  show,  full 
screen,  full  color  images  and  detailed  descriptions.  A glossary, 
bibliography  and  "classroom"  offer  opportunities  for  users  to  learn  more. 
Lawrence  Frank,  author  of  "Historic  Pottery  of  the  Pueblo  Indians, 
1600-1880,"  provided  assistance  and  permission  to  use  elements  of  his  book 
in  the  exhibition.  Recognized  as  an  authority  in  the  field,  Mr.  Frank  is 
very  excited  about  the  Internet  and  it's  potential  as  an  educational  tool. 
Mr.  Ringold,  he  says,  is  "the  spokesman  for  Historic  Indian  Pueblo 
Pottery. " 

The  Internet  Public  Library  is  a project  based  at  the  University  of 
Michigan  School  of  Information,  partially  supported  by  a grant  from  the 
Andrew  W.  Mellon  Foundation.  The  library  began  as  a graduate  student 


project  in  1995,  and  is  now  staffed  by  professional  librarians  with 
assistance  from  students  and  volunteer  librarians  from  around  the  World. 
The  library  maintains  a collection  of  network-based  ready  reference  works; 
responds  to  reference  queries,  creates  resources  for  children  and  young 
adults;  evaluates  and  categorizes  resources  on  the  Internet,  and  provides 
a space  for  exhibitions.  The  library  strives  to  be  a source  of  innovation 
in  the  networked  environment,  seeking  partnerships  with  organizations  with 
compatible  goals. 


This  message  is  never  sent  unsolicited,  ipl-update  is  a moderated  discussion 
list  to  keep  interested  parties  informed  of  happenings  at  the  Internet 
Public  Library.  To  subscribe,  send  a message  to  ipl-update-request@ipl.org 
with  just  "subscribe"  (no  quotes)  in  the  message  body  (no  subject  line, 
either).  To  unsubscribe,  send  to  the  same  address,  but  with  the  word 
"unsubscribe"  in  the  body. 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Council 
Ask  about  the  NAT-IMATION  native  language  vcr/TV/web  group-->  Info@UNAT.org 

- — "RE:  Agua  Caliente  Notice"  

Date:  Wed,  28  May  1997  15:06:43  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Notice  of  Intent  To  Prepare  an  Environmental  Imp  (fwd) 

UUCP  email 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Notice  of  Intent  To  Prepare  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement  for 
the  Proposed  Master  Development  Plan  for  Section  14  on  the  Agua 
Caliente  Indian  Reservation,  Located  Within  the  Boundaries  of  the  City 
of  Palm  Springs,  Riverside  County,  CA 

AGENCY:  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Interior. 

ACTION:  Notice  of  intent  and  public  scoping  meetings. 


SUMMARY:  This  notice  advises  the  public  that  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  (BIA)  and  the  City  of  Palm  Springs,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Agua  Caliente  Band  of  Cahuilla  Indians,  intend  to  prepare  a joint 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  and  Environmental  Impact  Report  (EIS/ 
EIR)  for  the  approval  of  the  Section  14  Master  Development  Plan  on  the 
Agua  Caliente  Indian  Reservation  located  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
City  of  Palm  Springs,  Riverside  County,  California.  A description  of 
the  proposed  project,  location,  and  environmental  considerations  to  be 
addressed  in  the  EIS/EIR  are  provided  below.  In  addition  to  this 
notice,  two  public  meetings  will  be  held  on  the  proposal  and  the 
preparation  of  the  EIS/EIR.  This  notice  is  published  in  accordance  with 
the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA)  regulations  found  in  40 
CFR  1508.22.  The  purpose  of  this  Notice  is  to  obtain  suggestions  and 
information  from  other  agencies  and  the  public  on  the  scope  of  issues 
to  be  addressed  in  the  EIS/EIR.  Comments  and  participation  in  this 
scoping  process  are  encouraged. 

DATES:  Comments  should  be  received  within  30  days  of  the  date  of  this 
Notice.  Public  scoping  meetings  will  be  held  Dune  11,  1997,  from  1:30 
p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  and  Dune  12,  1997,  from  6:30  p.m.  to  10:30  p.m. 
ADDRESSES:  Comments  should  be  addressed  to  Ronald  Daeger,  Area 
Director,  Sacramento  Area  Office,  2800  Cottage  Way,  Room  W2550, 
Sacramento,  California  95825.  Public  scoping  meetings  will  be  held  on 
Dune  11,  1997,  at  the  Planning  Commission  Meeting  in  the  City  Council 
Chambers,  City  Hall,  3200  East  Tahquitz  Canyon  Way,  Palm  Springs, 
California,  which  begins  at  1:30  p.m.  (public  hearings  begin  at  2:00 
p.m.)  and  ends  at  5:00  p.m.,  telephone  number  (760)  323-8245;  and  on 
Dune  12,  1997,  at  the  Palm  Springs  Public  Library,  300  South  Sunrise 


Way,  Palm  Springs,  California,  from  6:30  p.m.  to  10:30  p.m.,  telephone 
number  (760)  322-7323. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT:  Robert  Eckart,  Environmental 
Protection  Specialist,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Sacramento  Area 
Office,  2800  Cottage  Way,  Room  W2550,  Sacramento,  California  95825, 
telephone  number  (916)  979-2600  extension  254;  or  Gloria  Mesteth, 
Environmental  Coordinator,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Palm  Springs  Field 
Office,  555  South  Palm  Canyon  Drive,  Palm  Springs,  California  92263, 
telephone  number  (760)  323-1725. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  The  proposed  action  is  approval  of  the 
Section  14  Master  Development  Plan,  which  will  facilitate  approval  of 
future  leases  on  trust  lands  by  the  BIA  in  Section  14.  Section  14  is 
located  on  the  Agua  Caliente  Indian  Reservation  in  downtown  Palm 
Springs.  It  is  comprised  of  Tribally  owned  parcels,  allotted  parcels, 
and  parcels  owned  in  fee.  The  section  is  bounded  by  Ale jo  Road  to  the 
north.  Sunrise  Road  to  the  east,  Ramon  Road  to  the  south,  and  Indian 
Canyon  Drive  to  the  west.  The  640  acre  section  is  one  block  east  of 
downtown  Palm  Springs  and  one  mile  west  of  Palm  Springs  Regional 
Airport . 

The  intent  of  the  Section  14  Master  Development  Plan  is  to  (1) 
create  an  attractive,  feasible  and  marketable  vision  for  the  area's 
development;  (2) 

[[Page  28893]] 

achieve  the  highest  and  best  use  of  Indian  trust  lands;  (3)  maximize 
and  coordinate  the  development  potential  of  Indian  trust  and  fee  lands 
in  Section  14;  (4)  ensure  compatibility  with  existing,  proposed  and 
planned  development  in  the  downtown  area;  (5)  achieve  a comprehensive 
master  plan  of  development  that  is  high  quality,  marketable  and  can  be 
implemented  in  a timely  manner;  (6)  revitalize  existing  uses;  and  (7) 
provide  a specific  plan  that  ensures  quality  development  will  occur 
independent  of  ownership. 

Businesses  that  are  expected  to  be  attracted  and  which  will  result 
in  new  construction  include  restaurants  and  a variety  of  retail 
establishments.  These  establishments  will  consist  of  cinemas,  live 
theaters,  museums,  and  ''entertainment  retail1  1 shopping  where 
customers  are  entertained  as  they  browse.  There  will  also  be  health, 
sports  and  recreational  complexes  along  with  a large-scale  hotel 
located  across  from  the  existing  Convention  Center. 

In  addition  to  the  new  development,  existing  structures  will 
receive  facade  rehabilitation  in  order  to  blend  in  with  the  new 
destination  resort  theme  of  Section  14.  Streets  and  streetscapes  will 
be  redesigned  and  enhanced  within  the  section  to  promote  a pedestrian- 
friendly,  destination  resort  environment. 

Alternative  transportation  modes  will  be  established  within  the 
area  to  help  limit  the  amount  of  automobile  traffic.  Walkways  and 
bikeways  will  be  linked  into  the  existing  street  grid  and  the  major 
attractions  of  the  area.  Shade  features,  such  as  awnings,  overhangs  and 
trellises  will  be  established  to  attract  both  recreational  and 
destination  oriented  pedestrians  and  cyclists.  A rubber-tire  shuttle 
will  be  installed  linking  Section  14,  the  airport  and  downtown  with 
stops  at  major  hotels  and  attractions. 

Required  actions  by  the  BIA  and  the  City  of  Palm  Springs  to  be 
evaluated  in  the  EIS/EIR  are  the  approval  of  lease  transactions  by  the 
BIA  and  the  approval  of  a Specific  Plan,  General  Plan  amendments,  and 
zone  changes  by  the  City  of  Palm  Springs.  Environmental  issues  expected 
to  be  addressed  include:  topography,  geology,  soils,  seismicity,  water 
resources,  biological  resources,  cultural  and  scientific  resources, 
land  use,  air  quality,  traffic,  noise,  health  and  safety,  public 
services  and  utilities,  light  and  glare,  and  visual  resources.  In 
addition  to  the  Year  2010  project  proposal,  the  EIS/EIR  will  address  a 
number  of  alternatives,  including  (1)  no  action,  which  would  keep  the 
City  of  Palm  Springs'  General  Plan  in  effect,  (2)  less  intense 
development,  (3)  an  alternate  design,  and  (4)  an  ultimate  build-out  of 
50  years.  The  range  of  issues  addressed  may  be  expanded,  depending  upon 
comments  received  during  the  scoping  process. 


This  notice  is  published  pursuant  to  Sec.  1501.7  and  Sec.  1508.22 
of  the  Council  of  Environmental  Quality  Regulations  (40  CFR,  Part  1500 
through  1508)  implementing  the  procedural  requirements  of  the  NEPA  of 
1969,  as  amended  (42  U.S.C.  4321  et  seq.),  Department  of  the  Interior 
Manual  (516  DM  1-6)  and  is  in  the  exercise  of  authority  delegated  to 
the  Assistant  Secretary- -Indian  Affairs  by  209  DM-8. 

Dated:  May  22,  1997. 

Ada  E.  Deer, 

Assistant  Secretary--Indian  Affairs. 

[FR  Doc.  97-13949  Filed  5-27-97;  8:45  am] 

BILLING  CODE  4310-02-P 

"RE : Glacier  Park  and  the  Blackfeet"  

Date:  Fri,  30  May  1997  22:18:00  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  IlzeC@aol.com 

Sub j : Glacier  Park  and  the  Blackfeet 

UUCP  email 

Last  year  Glacier  Park  sought  public  commentary  regarding  different  options 
on  use  of  the  park  in  the  future.  There  were  considerations  on  how  much 
traffic  to  allow,  whether  to  permit  jet  skis  on  some  lakes,  etc.  Relations 
with  the  adjoining  Blackfeet  community  were  also  a consideration.  This  is  a 
synopsis  of  the  commentary  regarding  this  aspect.  I quote  from  the 
publication  Glacier  National  Park,  Synopsis  of  Public  Comments  on  Newsletter 
3,  April  1997: 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Blackfeet  Tribe/  Park  Relationship The  working  relationship  between 

Glacier  National  Park  and  the  Blackfeet  tribe  is  very  important  to  many 
people.  While  there  were  some  compliments  on  the  progress  made  by  the  park 
in  recent  years,  there  were  many  suggestions  for  improved  relations.  People 
would  like  to  see  more  jobs  in  the  park  for  tribal  members  and  thought  that 
the  tribe  should  be  more  involved  in  park  interpretation.  There  were  also 
suggestions  to  include  more  Blackfeet  names  for  natural  features  in  the  park. 
Another  idea  was  to  turn  park  concessions  over  to  the  Blackfeet. 

>From  a different  perspective,  several  respondents  thought  that  the  Blackfeet 
should  be  treated  like  everyone  else,  without  preferential  treatment.  There 
were  a few  who  supported  moving  park  facilities  onto  the  Blackfeet 
reservation.  Some  commenters  suggested  that  tribal  treaty  rights  be 
clarified  and  that  any  future  plans  for  the  park  adhere  to  the  treaties. 

"RE;  California  Water  Alert"  

Date:  Wed,  28  May  1997  01:53:57  -0800 
From:  Headwaters  News  <wfg@designlink. com> 

Sub j : ! EXTREMELY  URGENT  ! T ODAY_TODAY_TODAY  ! 

! ! ! EXTREMELY  URGENT  ! ! ! ! T ODAY_T OD AY_T OD AY  ! [Thurs.May  29] 

HEADWATERS  ACTION  ALERTS 
Week  of  May  26,  1997 


ACTION  --  EXTREMELY  URGENT! 

AB-1313  FACES  TOUGH  VOTE  --  POSSIBLY  T OD AY_T OD AY_TODAY  ! 

Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  activists  who  wrote  letters  and  called  key 
targets,  CA  Assembly  Bill  1313  has  already  passed  two  important  committees! 

But  AB-1313' s prospects  don't  look  great  at  the  moment  --  largely 
because  we've  had  very  little  contact  with  most  of  our  targets.  Most 
Assemblymembers ' staffers  reportedly  have  never  heard  of  AB-1313! 

Under  state  regulations,  the  Pacific  Lumber  Company  has  been  able  to 
perform  salvage  logging  in  the  unprotected  ancient  groves  of  Headwaters 
Forest,  unchecked  by  standard  environmental  review.  Pacific  Lumber  is 
allowed  to  salvage  log  and  remove  up  to  10  percent  of  the  timber  in 


sensitive  endangered  species  habitat,  without  public  and  state  oversight. 

Pacific  Lumber  has  already  exploited  the  salvage  logging  loophole  to 
log  in  the  Headwaters  Forest's  ancient  groves.  California  State  Assemblyman 
Ted  Lempert  has  introduced  a bill  to  rectify  this  destructive  loophole  and 
protect  the  state's  remaining  old  growth  forests  (AB-1313). 


CALL_CALL_CALL  YOUR  ASSEMBLYPERSON ! 

Remember,  they're  potential  supporters  --  not  opponents.  And  if 
you're  in  their  district,  don't  forget  to  identify  yourself  as  one  of  their 
constituents ! 

THE  MESSAGE: 

1.  This  bill  is  narrowly  targeted  to  protect  the  last  remaining  old-growth 
redwood  forests  in  the  world. 

2.  The  ostensible  purpose  of  salvage  logging  --  to  remove  wood  from  the 
forest  floor  that  might  contribute  to  forest  fires  --  has  no  value  in 
temporate  rainforests,  since  they  are  largely  impervious  to  fires. 

3.  Headwaters  Forest  is  one  of,  but  not  the  only,  major  targets  of  this 
legislation.  We  shouldn't  let  Hurwitz  destroy  it  before  the  state  and 
federal  governments  have  an  opportunity  to  save  it. 

4.  The  $380  million  that  state  and  federal  taxpayers  are  being  asked  to  pay 
for  Headwaters  Forest  will  only  be  well  spent  if  it  leverages  permanent 
protection  of  the  entire  60,000-acre  forest.  That  will  require  that  state 
and  federal  negotiators  be  in  a strong  negotiating  position  vis  a vis  PL. 
Salvage  logging  in  Headwaters  strengthens  PL's  hand  and  increases  pressure 
on  state  and  federal  negotiators  to  cut  a bad  deal. 

KEY  STAFFERS  TO  TALK  TO  ARE... 

Rick  Battson  (staffer) 

Cruz  Bustamante  (Assembly  Speaker  --  Fresno,  Tulare  Counties) 

209-445-5532  | fax  209-445-6006 

916-445-8514 

Dorn  Dimarri  (staffer) 

Dennis  Cardoza  (CA  Assembly  --  all  of  Merced,  part  of  San  loaquin  and 
Stanislaus  Counties) 

209-669-6115  | fax  669-0349 

916-445-8570 

Dim  Gelb  (staffer) 

Louis  Caldera  (Los  Angeles  County) 

213-680-4646  | fax  680-1851 

916-445-4843  j fax  443-6812 
Ann  Baker  (staffer) 

Denise  Moreno-Ducheny  (CA  Asembly  --  San  Diego  County) 

619-477-7979  | fax  477-0207 

916-  445-7556  | fax  322-2271 

Kerry  Bailey  (staffer) 

Mike  Machado  (CA  Assembly  --  San  loaquin  County) 

209-948-7479  | fax  465-5058 

916-445-7931 

Kerry  Cornwell  (staffer) 

Tom  Torlakson  (CA  Assembly  --  Contra  Costa  County) 

510-372-7990  | fax  372-0934 

916-445-7890  | fax  327-2999 

Lloyd  Levine  (staffer) 

Edward  Vincent  (CA  Assembly  --  Los  Angeles  County) 

310-412-6400  | fax  412-6354 

916-445-7533  j fax  327-3517 

For  more  information,  call  the  Environmental  Protection  Information 
Center  at  707-923-2931. 


Sent  by  the  Headwaters  Sanctuary  Project  and  Bay  Area  Action. 
Repost  at  will  --  Please  include  all  attributions  & contact  info. 
www.enews.org  | mark@enews.org 


-->  TO  SUBSCRIBE 


Send  a message  to  listproc@envirolink.org  with  only  the  following  in  the  body 
subscribe  Headwaters  YourFirstName  YourLastName  CompanyOrOrganization 
Replace  the  appropriate  words  with  your  name  and  any  affiliation. 

Note:  You  must  send  from  the  account  at  which  you  wish  to  receive  messages. 

> TO  UNSUBSCRIBE 

Send  a message  to  listproc@envirolink.org  with  only  the  following  in  the  body 
unsubscribe  Headwaters 

Note:  You  must  send  from  the  same  account  from  which  you  first  subscribed. 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Fri,  30  May  1997  07:58:33  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  5 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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A TELLING 

LETTER 

In  the  early  years  of  the  school,  a little  Indian  girl  and  a little 
Indian  boy  came  to  Carlisle  from  a great  western  tribe,  along  with  many 
other  children  from  the  same  tribe. 

The  little  boy  and  girl  grew  up  together  at  Carlisle. 

Each  had  some  outing  experience  with  good  families. 

In  due  time  they  went  home,  and  not  many  months  elapsed  before  they 
married . 

We  have  not  heard  from  them  often,  but  a letter  full  of  the 
interesting  life  and  doings  of  the  struggling  young  couple  was  recently 
received  by  the  little  girl's  farm  mother,  and  she  sent  it  to  the  school 
for  friends  here  to  read  and  enjoy. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  got  hold  of  it,  and  without  permission  from 
the  author  prints  it  for  the  good  it  may  do  in  showing  that  even  in  the 
midst  of  discouraging  surroundings  headway  may  be  made  in  right  living 
if  the  intention  and  purpose  be  kept  bright  and  active: 

A Part  of  the  Letter. 

"I  guess  you  think  I have  forgotten  to  answer  your  letter,  but  I have 


not.  I have  not  been  very  well,  and  when  I do  feel  well,  I am  so  busy 
that  I just  could  not  write,  so  my  husband  got  me  a white  woman  to  cook 
for  me,  and  I have  not  much  to  do  now. 

The  doctor  told  me  not  to  work  very  much  till  I got  well,  so  that  is 
why  I have  time  to  tell  you  all  I can. 

You  asked  me  in  your  other  letter  to  tell  you  all  about  myself,  but  I 
did  not  tell  you  much. 

When  and  I first  started  to  keep  house  we  lived  in  a lodge 

house,  which  my  mother  lived  in  before  I went  to  Carlisle. 

It  has  only  one  room  and  I try  to  get  along  the  best  I could  in  that 
one  room,  and  didn't  had  no  cooking  stove,  so  I had  to  cook  on  the  fire 
place . 

[For  those  who  do  not  know  what  lodge  houses  are,  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  who  has  been  in  them  often  will  say,  they  are  made 
mostly  of  mud  and  hay.  Some  of  them  are  large  and  roomy.  The  best  of 
them  are  very  comfortable.  They  are  made  in  circular  shape  and  go  up  to 
a peak.  The  hole  at  the  top  for  the  smoke  to  go  out  from  the  fire  in 
the  center  is  the  only  place  for  light  and  ventilation.  There  is  a 
long,  low  and  dark  passage-way  to  go  through  on  entering  a lodge.  The 
floor  is  the  ground,  made  hard.] 

After  two  years,  my  husband  had  a frame  house  built,  two  rooms  up 
stairs  and  two  rooms  down  stairs  besides  the  dining  room  and  kitchen. 

So  now  I have  all  I need  in  the  house  now. 

I have  carpet  on  the  floor  in  three  rooms  and  have  my  bed  room  fixed 
up  nice  as  your  bed  room  would  look,  and  my  sitting  room  is  nice  as  any 
white  woman  would  have,  and  I have  nice  yard  and  garden. 

My  husband  has  not  got  very  good  stable,  but  he  is  talking  about 
having  a barn  built  sometime. 

He  has  some  nice  work-horses  and  has  four  mules,  and  he  has  hundred 
head  of  hogs,  and  he  makes  his  own  meat;  four  cows  and  four  calfs. 

We  have  about  thirty  ponies.  Some  of  them  are  spotted. 

I wish  sometime  you  didn't  live  very  far,  I would  like  to  give  you  one 
of  the  spotted  pony. 

I have  twenty  chickens  and  I am  going  to  raise  good  many  this  year.  I 
have  some  ducks,  too.  I think  they  are  nice  to  have. 

I have  a Bible,  and  I have  read  what  you  told  me  to  see. 

We  live  only  three  miles  from  the  town,  but  I am  sorry  to  tell  you  I 
do  not  go  to  church,  but  still  I do  not  forget  what  you  have  teach 
A and  I about  Christ,  and  I tell  my  children  about  Him. 

My  oldest  child  goes  to  school  to  Agency  school.  She  was  9 years  old 
the  26th  of  this  month.  She  is  learning  fast,  I think,  and  she  like  to 
go  to  school. 

I thank  you  for  the  pictures  of  the  Carlisle  school  buildings  you  sent 
me.  After  I see  them  it  made  me  wish  I was  a girl  again  so  I could  go 
back  to  school  to  Carlisle  and  over  to  your  home. 

You  have  sent  me  the  INDIAN  HELPER  and  I am  very  glad  to  get  it. 

I will  sent  you  some  money  some  time.  So  you  can  sent  me  some  flower 
plants.  My  husband  and  children  are  fond  of  flowers. 

My  husband  has  the  place  we  live  under  cultivation.  He  has  forty 
acres  of  wheat.  It  is  coming  up  nice  and  pretty. 

Well  this  is  all  for  this  time.  Your  Friend, 


Clarence  Threestars  passed  through  Harrisburg  on  Thursday  on  his  way 
back  to  Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  from  Washington,  D.C.,  where  he  has 
been  to  transact  business  for  the  tribe  in  company  with  several  chiefs. 
Clarence  was  one  of  the  first  party  of  pupils  who  came  to  Carlisle  from 
the  west,  and  his  friends  at  the  school  were  disappointed  that  he  did 
not  come  to  Carlisle. 

Among  the  graduates  who  are  doing  excellent  work  the  name  of  Louisa 
Giesdorff,  '96,  who  is  at  West  Chester  Normal,  stands  out  prominently. 
There  is  no  namby-pamby,  don 't-know-what-I-want,  looseness  about  Miss 
Louisa.  She  KNOWS  what  she  wants,  and  she  is  willing  to  WORK  for  it. 
That  is  what  she  is  doing,  and  winning  at  the  same  time  the  confidence 
of  her  friends  and  all  those  interested  in  her  career. 

"Stiya"  is  an  interesting  story  of  a returned  Indian  girl  to  her  home 


and  is  full  of  thrilling  incident  founded  on  fact.  It  was  written  by 
one  of  our  number  after  a visit  to  the  Pueblo  Indians,  New  Mexico.  The 
book  is  illustrated,  showing  how  the  Indians  dress  and  live  in  their 
curious  adobe  houses.  The  heroine  of  the  little  story  is  Stiya,  and  she 
passed  through  much  trial  to  live  the  life  she  had  learned  at  Carlisle. 
The  book  is  fifty  cents,  post  paid. 

The  pleasures  of  Decoration  day  as  a holiday  were  cut  down  to  a 
minimum  on  account  of  the  wind  which  blew  almost  a gale  the  entire 
morning,  interfering  with  wheeling  and  out-door  sports  in  general.  But 
the  sun  shone  brightly  and  there  was  "glame"  in  the  air,  which  made 
every  one  feel  like  breathing  in  as  much  as  possible.  A game  of  ball 
was  played  in  the  morning  between  a nine  composed  of  boys  from  the  small 
boys'  quarters  and  a youthful  team  of  white  boys  from  town,  resulting  in 
a score  of  20  to  8 in  favor  of  the  Indian  boys.  The  only  game  of  the 
morning,  however,  in  which  there  was  any  degree  of  satisfaction,  was 
tennis  on  the  leeward  side  of  the  girls'  quarters.  In  the  afternoon  the 
parade  in  town  and  the  Lafayette-Dickinson  ball  game  claimed  the 
attention  of  many.  Towards  evening  Mr.  Snyder,  Mr.  Cochran,  Misses 
Cochran,  McCook  and  Weekley  cycled  to  the  lower  farm,  and  picnicked  at  a 
picturesque  spot  by  the  old  mill. 

The  Carlisle  Indian  School  has  again  to  thank  the  Associated  Press  for 
some  free  advertising.  It  has  been  announced  through  flaming  headlines 
in  the  most  prominent  papers  of  the  land  that  it  was  a Carlisle  graduate 
by  the  name  of  Stanley,  who  murdered  a sheep  herder  near  the  Tongue 
River  Agency,  Montana,  the  other  day.  No  Cheyenne  by  the  name  of 
Stanley  or  Little  Whirlwind,  as  the  Indian  name  appears  in  the  papers, 
ever  was  a student  of  Carlisle.  We  have  some  acquainted  with  Stanley. 
One  of  them,  a responsible  boy  of  mature  years,  says  that  the  Stanley 
referred  to,  went  for  a little  while  to  the  Catholic  school  at  the 
Tongue  River  Agency,  and  that  he  served  for  a time  in  Company  L,  8th 
Cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Francis  C.  Marshall.  He  was  dishonorably 
discharged  in  1893,  and  has  since  been  a worthless  character  on  the 
reservation . 

Nancy  Seneca's  letters  from  the  Medico-Chirurgical  hospital, 
Philadelphia,  where  she  is  taking  a course  of  training  to  become  a 
nurse,  are  breezy  and  interesting.  She  speaks  lightly  of  the  work  that 
others  less  cheerful  might  consider  unpleasant  and  difficult.  For 
instance,  a little  girl  was  brought  in  as  Nancy  was  writing,  who  had 
been  run  over  by  a trolley  car.  Her  arm  and  leg  were  broken,  her  skull 
was  fractured  and  her  eye  was  nearly  knocked  out.  Nancy  is  on  night 
duty  and  the  poor  little  sufferer  kept  her  on  the  jump,  all  night.  Some 
nights  when  the  patients  are  quiet  she  has  to  battle  with  herself  to 
keep  awake,  yet  she  dare  not  sleep  for  a moment.  She  often  has  to 
compel  herself  to  walk  around  to  keep  awake. 

"Who  is  that?"  asked  a lady  passing  Metzger  College  and  noticing  an 
Indian  girl  on  the  balcony.  "0,"  said  one  of  our  teachers,  "that  is  Miss 
Green,  '95.  She  is  a young  lady  of  many  colors,  and  very  patriotic. 

She  is  always  Green,  and  you  see  she  belongs  to  the  red  race;  she  goes 
to  a white  college  and  dresses  in  blue." 

New  moon. 

Roses  and  plenty  of  them. 

The  "Red  Man"  combining  May  and  Dune  is  mailing. 

We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  Geo.  Suis  is  better. 

Our  flag,  in  accordance  with  the  custom  throughout  the  land,  was  at 
half-mast  during  a part  of  Decoration  Day. 

Sarah,  Dick,  Roxanna  and  Marion  Pratt,  of  Steelton,  brought  their  papa 
and  mamma  over  for  a Decoration  Day  visit. 

Quite  a number  of  old  balls  were  given  to  some  of  the  small  boys,  and 
it  is  needless  to  say  that  they  were  received  with  gladness. 

When  Mrs.  Thomas  was  in  Washington  recently,  she  saw  and  held  in  her 
lap  little  Zintka  Lanuni,  about  whom  there  was  a story  printed  in  last 
week's  HELPER. 

All  who  wish  to  see  a thing  of  beauty  should  take  a look  at  Melissa 
Green's  herbarium,  completed  this  week  as  a part  of  the  course  she  is 
taking  at  Metzger  College. 


Doe  and  Lucy  Amenicanhonse  went  home  with  their  father  Chief 
Americanhorse  last  week.  It  is  hoped  they  will  come  back  to  school,  as 
their  education  is  but  begun. 

The  American  History  Club  has  covered  United  States  history  from  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution  to  the  Civil  War.  The  General  History 
Club  has  been  working  at  French  history. 

1,809  books  from  the  reference  library  have  been  used  by  the  students 
and  others  since  September.  Does  not  this  show  the  good  of  such  a 
library? 

Senator  D.  C.  Campbell  of  Derry  Station,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was  among  the 
interested  visitors  on  Wednesday.  He  subscribed  for  both  the  "Red  Man" 
and  the  INDIAN  HELPER. 

Dahnola  Dessan  has  returned  from  the  country,  and  the  printers  rejoice 
in  having  an  extra  good  hand  to  help  them  through  with  the  summer's 
work.  He  may  not  be  heavy  enough  for  a first  class  farmer,  but  he  is 
just  the  right  size  and  weight  for  a typo. 

Mr.  Dames  Stuart,  of  Idaho,  the  husband  of  Harriet  Elder  Stuart,  who 
recently  visited  the  school,  was  here  last  week.  He  left  Idaho  very 
soon  after  his  wife  and  party  with  Dulia  Donas'  remains  arrived.  He  had 
business  in  Washington,  and  on  his  return  home  stopped  off  at  Carlisle. 
Mr.  Stuart  brought  with  him  from  Washington,  a phonograph,  which 
interested  our  students,  and  no  doubt  will  be  a great  source  of 
amusement  and  pleasure  to  the  uneducated  Indians  of  his  tribe,  as  well 
as  to  those  educated,  if  they  have  never  seen  one  before. 

Capt.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  spent  Saturday  in  Washington,  the  Captain  having 
been  summoned  again  before  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Senate  to  make 
inquiry  into  the  Civil  Service.  An  account  of  the  meeting  was  published 
in  several  papers  the  next  day.  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  on  Sunday  were  the 
guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  Sage,  in  New  York  City  and  on  Monday 
attended  the  Battle  Monument  celebration  at  West  Point.  Before 
returning  to  Carlisle  they  visited  Philadelphia  and  attended  the  Bryn 
Mawr  College  Commencement  exercises. 


Submitted  by  Barbara  Landis 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Council 
Ask  about  the  NAT-IMATION  native  language  vcr/TV/web  group-->  Info@UNAT.org 

"RE : Poem:  Dreaded  Day  Has  Arrived"  - 

Date:  Tue,  27  May  1997  20:02:33  -0400 
From:  "DS  Adonaset  Fort"  <adonaset@Radix. Net> 

Sub j : The  dreaded  day  has  arrived 

UUCP  email 

Oyea  Tau 

The  dreaded  day  has  arrived. 

Sovereignty  in  New  York  challenged,  and  the  People  rise  to  the  occasion  - 
not  just  the  People  of  New  York  but  from  all  around  Turtle  Island. 

Bison  slaughtered  in  Yellowstone,  and  the  People  respond. 

Sacred  lands  slated  for  exploitation  by  mining  interests,  and  the  People 
from  around  the  globe  respond. 

Ceremony  barred  on  sacred  lands,  and  the  People  rise  up. 

Neglected  treaties  resurfaced  by  the  People. 

Dustice  demanded  by  the  People. 

Pride  re-kindled  - tradition  renewed  by  the  young  People. 

Anger  and  determination  replace  apathy  in  the  hearts  of  the  People. 

Yes,  Washington  d c 
the  dreaded  day  has  arrived 
we  will  no  longer  be  silent 
we  will  no  longer  be  divided 

we  will  no  longer  be  subjected  to  lies  and  distortions 
we  will  no  longer  be  purchased 


the  day  that  you  have  dreaded  for  500  years  has  arrived 
the  day  of  the  Warrior  is  here  ! 

Adonaset 

Walk  in  Harmony 

adonaset@radix.net 

"RE:  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sun,  18  May  97  02:51:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  8-14 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

8 

Swim  with  the  dolphins,  and  learn  the  magic  of  their  world. 

9 

The  earth  drinks  the  blessing  of  the  summer  rain. 

10 

Sorrow  abides  not  in  this  place. 

11 

Turn  every  hardship  into  a triumph. 

12 

If  you  would  win  your  heart's  desire,  you  must  give  your  heart  to  the 
task  of  winning  it. 

13 

Give  freely  of  yourself  in  all  endeavors. 

14 

In  all  things,  turn  anger  into  industry. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  5 Dune  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Wed,  28  May  1997  08:18:32  +0000 

From:  Norman  Fournier  <norman@fournier-art . com> 

Sub j : National  Aboriginal  Day  in  Canada 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dune  21  is  National  Aboriginal  Day  in  Canada  - this  is  a day  to 
celebrate  our  unique  cultures  and  to  demonstrate  to  Canada  the  heritage 
she  inherited  from  the  Aboriginal  Peoples.  We  have  served  a web  site 
dedicated  to  the  individuals  and  organizations  that  are  planning 
celebrations  for  National  Aboriginal  Day  on  Dune  21,  1997.  If  you  have 
news  of  any  celebrations  planned,  please  send  them  through  the 
Aboriginal  Day  site's  email  form,  and  they  will  be  added  to  the  site. 
The  site  (set  your  java  enabled  browser  to  load  images)  is  located  at 
http : //www. aboriginalday . com 
Norman  Fournier 
norman@fournier-art . com 


http://www.aboriginalday.com 


Date:  29  May  1997  15:00:56  -0400 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Sub j : Native  American  Events 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

These  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native  Events 
Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


Second  Annual  Bison  Days  Benefit  Pow  Wow 
6/15/1997 

State:  PA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Zebrovka  Ranch,  Huntingdon,  PA,  Dune  15th-  16th,  1997. 
Details  can  be  found  at 

http: //www. vicon . net/~kordord/ zebrovka . html 


Kanatsiohareke  Strawberry  Festival 
6/7/1997 

State:  NY  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

The  traditionally  run  Mohawk  community  of  Kanatsiohareke  will  be  holding 
their  annual  Strawberry  festival  the  weekend  of  Dune  7-8th  at 
Kanatsiohareke  on  State  Highway  5 in  Fonda  NY.  (Exit  28  on  the  NY 
Thruway) 

There  will  be  Iroquois  music  and  social  dancing,  an  auction,  crafts 
demonstrations,  vendors,  food,  volleyball  and  lacrosse  games,  wagon  rides 
around  the  property  and  the  "best  ever"  strawberries . In  addition,  their 
long  awaited  Bed  and  Breakfast  is  now  open  and  you  may  make  reservations 
by  calling  Marcella  at  518-673-5092 


Gallup  Rug  Auction 
6/14/1997 

State:  NM  Country:  USA  Type: 


From  gans@netcom.com  Thu  Dun  12  21:35:56  1997 
Date:  Tue,  10  Dun  1997  20:51:05  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.024 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Taino-L  & Native-L  lists;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"You  have  taken  this  pipe  and  this  smoke  in  the  presence  of  the  Sacred 
Arrows  of  the  Cheyenne.  You  have  promised  not  to  hurt  us.  If  you 
break  this  pledge,  you  will  become  as  ashes  in  the  grave.  Yellow  Flair, 
this  is  your  grave.  If  you  do  not  keep  your  word,  you  will  die" 

Chief  Medicine  Arrow,  Cheyenne,  to  Custer  during  Pipe  Ceremony 

(Custer  walked  away  unmoved  by  the  ceremony  or  by  the  Chief's  prophecy.) 
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+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 


[ of  the  Republic  | 

I and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  ! 
j States  Constitution,  f 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


ional  Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

It  is  an  honor  to  begin  this  issue  with  the  following  forward: 

Grandmother  Gladys  Tantaquidgeon,  the  medicine  woman  of  the  Mohegan  Nation, 
turns  98  years  old  on  15  Dune.  We  hope  that  members  of  the  Nations  will  send 
her  birthday  greetings.  She  has  given  her  whole  life  to  teach  and  encourage 
members  of  every  Nation.  Besides  her  traditional  work,  she  was  probably  the 
first  Native  American  woman  to  become  a cultural  anthropologist,  in  order  to 
learn  best  how  to  save  the  traditions  of  her  people,  even  studying  with  the 
famous  Franz  Boas.  Thanks  to  her  efforts,  her  people  remain  traditional,  and 
are  federally  recognized.  There  was  a New  York  Times  article  about  her 
recently.  It  has  been  my  honor  to  know  her  for  15  years  or  so. 

Grandmother  Gladys  Tantaquidgeon, 

Route  32  Norwich-New  London  Road, 

Uncasville,  Connecticut  06382. 

--Distant  Eagle 

This  message  arrived  this  week  at  a most  appropriate  time.  I was  able  to 
share  it  with  a brother  in  need.  The  results  were  heartwarming.  So  much 
so  I am  moved  to  share  it  with  all  readers. 

Date:  Wed,  4 Dun  1997  22:36:08  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "P.  Creasy"  <pcreasy@u .Washington . edu> 

Sub j : Right  on!  (fwd) 

ATTITUDE  IS  EVERYTHING 

Derry  was  the  kind  of  guy  you  love  to  hate.  He  was  always  in  a good  mood 
and  always  had  something  positive  to  say.  When  someone  would  ask  him  how 
he  was  doing,  he  would  reply,  "If  I were  any  better,  I would  be  twins!" 

He  was  a unique  manager  because  he  had  several  waiters  who  had  followed 
him  around  from  restaurant  to  restaurant.  The  reason  the  waiters  followed 
Derry  was  because  of  his  attitude.  He  was  a natural  motivator.  If  an 
employee  was  having  a bad  day,  Derry  was  there  telling  the  employee  how  to 
look  on  the  positive  side  of  the  situation. 

Seeing  this  style  really  made  me  curious,  so  one  day  I went  up  to  Derry 
and  asked  him,  "I  don't  get  it!  You  can't  be  a positive  person  all  of  the 
time.  How  do  you  do  it?" 

Derry  replied,  "Each  morning  I wake  up  and  say  to  myself,  Derry,  you 
have  two  choices  today.  You  can  choose  to  be  in  a good  mood  or  you  can 
choose  to  be  in  a bad  mood. ' I choose  to  be  in  a good  mood.  Each  time 
something  bad  happens,  I can  choose  to  be  a victim  or  I can  choose  to 
learn  from  it.  I choose  to  learn  from  it.  Every  time  someone  comes  to  me 
complaining,  I can  choose  to  accept  their  complaining  or  I can  point  out 
the  positive  side  of  life.  I choose  the  positive  side  of  life." 

"Yeah,  right,  but  it's  not  that  easy,"  I protested. 

"Yes  it  is,"  Derry  said.  "Life  is  all  about  choices.  When  you  cut  away 
all  the  junk,  every  situation  is  a choice.  You  choose  how  you  react  to 
situations.  You  choose  how  people  will  affect  your  mood.  You  choose  to  be 
in  a good  or  bad  mood.  The  bottom  line:  It's  your  choice  how  you  live 
life." 

I reflected  on  what  Derry  said. 

Soon  thereafter,  I left  the  restaurant  industry  to  start  my  own  business. 

We  lost  touch,  but  I often  thought  about  him  when  I made  a choice  about 
life  instead  of  reacting  to  it.  Several  years  later,  I heard  that  Derry 
did  something  you  are  never  supposed  to  do  in  a restaurant  business:  he 


left  the  back  door  open  one  morning  and  was  held  up  at  gunpoint  by  three 
armed  robbers..  While  trying  to  open  the  safe,  his  hand,  shaking  from 
nervousness,  slipped  off  the  combination.  The  robbers  panicked  and  shot 
him . 

Luckily,  Derry  was  found  relatively  quickly  and  rushed  to  the  local 
trauma  center.  After  18  hours  of  surgery  and  weeks  of  intensive  care, 
Derry  was  released  from  the  hospital  with  fragments  of  the  bullets  still 
in  his  body. 

I saw  Derry  about  six  months  after  the  accident.  When  I asked  him  how  he 
was,  he  replied,  "If  I were  any  better,  I'd  be  twins.  Wanna  see  my 
scars?"  I declined  to  see  his  wounds,  but  did  ask  him  what  had  gone 
through  his  mind  as  the  robbery  took  place. 

"The  first  thing  that  went  through  my  mind  was  that  I should  have  locked 
the  back  door,"  Derry  replied.  "Then,  as  I lay  on  the  floor,  I remembered 
that  I had  two  choices:  I could  choose  to  live,  or  I could  choose  to  die. 
I chose  to  live. " 

"Weren't  you  scared?  Did  you  lose  consciousness?"  I asked.  Derry 
continued,  "The  paramedics  were  great.  They  kept  telling  me  I was  going 
to  be  fine.  But  when  they  wheeled  me  into  the  emergency  room  and  I saw  the 
expressions  on  the  faces  of  the  doctors  and  nurses,  I got  really  scared. 

In  their  eyes,  I read,  'He's  a dead  man.'  I knew  I needed  to  take  action." 

"What  did  you  do?"  I asked.  "Well,  there  was  a big,  burly  nurse  shouting 
questions  at  me,"  said  Derry.  "She  asked  if  I was  allergic  to  anything. 
'Yes,'  I replied.  The  doctors  and  nurses  stopped  working  as  they  waited 
for  my  reply.. I took  a deep  breath  and  yelled,  'Bullets!'  Over  their 
laughter,  I told  them,  'I  am  choosing  to  live.  Operate  on  me  as  if  I am 
alive,  not  dead." 

Derry  lived  thanks  to  the  skill  of  his  doctors,  but  also  because  of  his 
amazing  attitude.  I learned  from  him  that  every  day  we  have  the  choice  to 
live  fully. 

Attitude,  after  all,  is  everything. 

You  have  2 choices  now: 

1.  Save  and  delete  this  mail  from  your  mail  box. 

2.  Forward  it  to  your  dear  ones  and  choose  choice  # 1. 

Hope,  you  will  choose  choice  2. 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

6.15.1975  Leah  Spotted  Elk  - AIM  supporter  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

6.19.1973  Clarence  Cross  - AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  in  ambush  by 

Goons.  Although  assailants  were  identified  by  eyewitnesses, 
brother  Vernal  Cross,  wounded  in  ambush-was  briefly  charged 
with  crime. 

No  further  investigation. 

It  should  be  noted  that,  using  the  preliminary  figure  of  only  61 
homicides  of  AIM  members  and  supporters  during  the  same  period, 
researchers  Bruce  Dohansen  and  Roberto  Maestas,  in  their  book 
"Wasichu:  The  Continuing  Indian  Wars  (New  York:Monthly  Review 
Press,  1979,  pp.  83-4),  arrived  at  the  following  analysis  of  its 
implications:  Using  only  documented  political  deaths,  the  yearly 
murder  rate  on  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  between  Danuary  1,  1973  and 
March  1,  1976,  was  170  per  100,000.  By  comparison,  Detroit,  the 
reputed  murder  capital  of  the  United  States,  had  a rate  of  20.2  per 
100,000... An  estimated  20,000  persons  were  murdered  in  the  United 
States  during  1974.  In  a nation  of  200  million  persons,  a murder 
rate  comparable  with  that  of  Pine  Ridge  between  1973  and  1976 
would  have  left  340,000  persons  dead  for  political  reasons  alone 
in  one  year;  1.32  million  in  three. 

Mike 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

(*,*) 


Gary  Night  Owl 
P.  0.  Box  672168 
Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 


Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  '97 

- Hundreds  Rally  In  Solidarity 

- War  Criminal  Appointed  to 
Law  Commission 

- Mapping  Racism 

- Clark  on  Gustafsen,  Seneca  and  Mohegans 

- Vigil,  Sentencing  and  Circles 

- Hydro-Quebec  Action  Alert 

- Dudge  Uses  Children  as  Bait 

- Cherokees  Organize  Voter's  League 

- In  Violation  of  Court  Orders 

- Letter  on  Behalf  of  Leonard  Peltier 

- Tribute  to  Yellowstone  Buffalo 

- Doining  the  American  Indian  Movement 

- Moisie  River  Alert 

- Looting  of  Indian  Artifacts 

- In  Whose  Honor? 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  The  Morning 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


Part  B:  NATIVE-L  list 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- New  Moon  Prayer 

- Inco  Attempts  to  Undermine 
Assessment 

- Great  Bear  Rainforest  Blockade 

- Bear  Lincoln 


"RE : World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  '97"  

Date:  Mon,  9 Dun  1997  23:52:34  -0400 

From:  "elaine  flattery"  <flattery@primeline. com> 

Sub j : World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  '97 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Hau  Kola 

My  name  is  Arvol  Looking  Horse.  I am  the  19th  Generation  Keeper  of  the 
Sacred  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe. 

I have  committed  myself  to  pray  with  the  Cree  people  on  Dune  21st  to  honor 
the  sacred  bundles  and  the  sacred  sites.  Last  year,  we  hosted  Dune  21 
World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day  which  commenced  the  1,500  mile  spiritual  journey 
to  Grey  Horn  Butte.  This  year,  the  Cree  Nation  will  host  the  Unity  Ride  - 
World  Peace  and  Prayer  Day.  The  Unity  Ride  will  begin  Dune  21  at 
Opaskweyak  First  Nation,  Manitoba.  Chief  Ernest  Sundown  has  committed  to 
organize  the  Ride  and  bring  the  message  of  unity  among  the  people  in  the 
north.  This  is  an  honor  for  our  Nation  and  our  vision. 

Our  purpose  was  given  to  us  through  a vision  to  unite  our  people 
spiritually.  Wasigla,  "wiping  the  tears  ceremony",  was  finally  conducted 
for  our  relatives  that  were  massacred  at  Wounded  Knee  in  1890.  It  is  told 
that  in  1890  the  hoop  of  our  nation  was  broken  because  of  the  persecution. 
The  vision  informed  us  to  ride  the  original  trail  of  Chief  Bigfoot  and  the 
four  hundred  who  followed  him  to  Wounded  Knee.  In  December  1990,  the 
ceremony  Wasigla  was  finally  carried  out  and  the  hoop  of  our  Nation  began 
to  mend.  The  purpose  of  this  ceremony  allows  us  to  complete  ourselves 
spiritually  be  releasing  the  pain  and  praying  for  Wolakota  (peace).  This 
is  the  beginning  of  our  Nation's  sacred  hoop  mending.  It  allows  us  once 
again  to  have  peace  within  ourselves  and  balance  with  all  our  relations. 

After  the  Wasigla,  the  Bigfoot  Riders  agreed  to  change  the  name  to  the 
Unity  Riders.  The  Bigfoot  Riders  unanimously  decided  to  ride  north  to 
reunite  with  our  relatives.  In  1994,  the  birth  of  the  White  Buffalo 
signalled  prophecies  of  the  seventh  generation.  The  prophecy  tells  us  that 
we  would  be  at  a crossroads,  either  be  faced  with  tears  from  our  relatives, 
chaos  and  disaster,  or  unite  spiritually  in  peace  and  harmony.  We  have 
seen  the  changes;  it  is  time  to  bring  the  message  to  all  people. 

This  is  also  the  fifth  and  last  year  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota  and  Nakota 


completing  the  Unity  Ride.  This  last  Ride  is  called  the  Wopila.  The 
Wopila  is  a giving  of  thanks  for  the  safe  journeys  of  the  previous  years. 
This  is  the  beginning  of  the  Unity  Ride  for  the  Cree  nation.  I will  be 
riding  with  the  Cree  Nation.  Each  ride  is  with  the  intention  to  restore 
peace  and  harmony.  The  prophecies  have  directed  that  we  pray  for  four 
years  at  sacred  sites  in  the  four  directions  on  Dune  21  of  each  year.  Our 
prayers  are  to  ask  for  healing  for  all  living  things. 

We  ask  that  all  people  join  us  in  prayer  in  which  ever  way  the  Great 
Spirit,  Wakan  Tanka , has  given  your  people  for  your  own  sacred  sites.  We 
must  do  this  for  our  future  generations  to  live  in  peace  and  balance.  In 
our  circle  of  life  there  is  no  beginning  and  no  ending.  May  peace  be  with 
you  all  my  relations. 

Mitakuye  'oyasin, 

Arvol  Looking  Horse 
Keeper  of  the  Sacred  Pipe 

"RE : Hundreds  Rally  In  Solidarity"  

Date:  Sat,  7 Dun  1997  08:10:51  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  Hundreds  Rally  In  Solidarity 

: - : - :S.I .S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-: 

Dune  6,  1997  Court  Notes 

Wolverine:  When  Will  We  Get  Dustice? 

Amid  intense  police  security,  Regina  v.Pena  et  al,  the  largest,  costliest 
and  one  of  the  most  historically  significant  trials  in  Canadian  history, 
began  the  process  of  sentencing  today.  An  estimated  three  hundred  people 
from  many  nations  made  the  trip  to  Surrey,  "BC"  to  show  solidarity  with 
the  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  Defenders.  They  filled  Courtroom  7 and 
flooded  the  plaza  outside  the  courthouse. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  sentencing  process  will  be  lengthy.  As 
has  been  their  practice  with  disclosures  throughout  the  trial,  the  Crown 
delayed  proceedings  by  handing  over  their  written  submissions  to  defence 
just  before  the  court  was  to  deal  with  them.  Defendants  Rob  Fleming  and 
Suniva  Bronson  have  hired  new  counsel  for  the  sentencing,  David  Gibbons 
and  Harry  Rankin  QC  respectively.  Rankin  had  appeared  as  provisional 
counsel  for  Wolverine,  but  was  fired  early  in  the  trial  for  refusing  to 
present  Wolverine's  position  rejecting  Canadian  jurisdiction  over  unceded 
Shuswap  territory.  The  new  counsel  for  both  these  non-native  defendants 
will  require  time  to  prepare  submissions  and  arrange  dates  and  other 
logistical  matters.  All  outstanding  matters  were  put  over  to  Tuesday,  Dune 
10,  though  these  lawyers  may  not  be  available  until  late  Duly. 

Self-representing  Dames  (OD)  Pitawanakwat,  who  is  being  held  in  custody 
along  with  Wolverine  (William  Dones  Ignace)  and  also  faces  a life  sentence, 
reminded  Dudge  Bruce  Dosephson  that  he  has  still  not  received  Dosephson's 
reasons  for  dismissing  the  colour  of  right  and  jurisdictional  defences. 

An  application  was  made  by  defence  counsel  George  Wool  to  allow  Flo 
Samson  to  sign  for  back  moneys  owed  to  her  son  DoDo  Ignace.  DoDo  was 
acquitted  of  all  charges,  but  is  now  so  seriously  ill  in  hospital  as  a 
result  of  mistreatment  and  abuse  received  while  incarcerated  during  this 
trial  that  he  cannot  sign  himself.  Dosephson  refused,  preferring  that  Wool 
keep  the  money  in  trust  for  DoDo. 

Much  of  today's  session  involved  discussion  of  the  so-called  "sentencing 
circle"  applied  for  by  at  least  one  defendant.  Wolverine  sharply 
criticized  the  procedure,  saying,  "I  refuse  to  be  judged  by  a circle  of 
people  like  Lyle  Dames,  the  so-called  landlord."  Dames  is  the  American 
rancher  who  claims  approximately  a half-million  acres  of  unceded  Shuswap 
land,  including  the  Ts'peten  Sundance  and  burial  grounds.  The  sentencing 
circle  will  also  reportedly  include  members  of  the  RCMP  and  the  local 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

"I  don't  want  you  to  slough  off  sentencing  onto  someone  else,"  continued 
the  Shuswap  elder,  "I  want  to  appeal  to  you.  The  Crown  admitted  there  was 
no  purchase  and  no  treaty.  So  how  can  you  claim  to  have  jurisdiction?  Is 


the  Queen  involved?  The  Prime  Minister's  office?  The  Attorney  General  of 
Canada?  We  want  to  see  how  deep  the  corruption  goes." 

Defence  counsel  Sheldon  Tate  suggested  that  "it  may  be  we  will  have  to 
break  into  two  different  groups/'  those  wishing  to  proceed  with  dispatch 
to  the  sentencing,  and  those  others  with  submissions  being  made  on  their 
behalf,  further  implying  that  this  roughly  corresponds  to  the  division 
between  those  convicted  of  mischief  endangering  life  and  those  convicted 
of  simple  mischief.  The  judge  advised  that  he  will  not  be  accepting  any 
submissions  made  to  him  directly,  but  only  those  received  through  the 
court.  [Readers  who  wish  to  have  their  letters  in  support  of  the 
defendants  submitted  for  the  judge's  consideration  are  encouraged  to  send 
them  to  S.I.S.I.S.,  address  below.] 

Prosecutor  Lance  Bernard  advised  that  the  Crown  would  be  dealing  with 
defendants  as  a single  group,  and  reiterated  the  theory  introduced  near 
the  end  of  the  trial  that  mere  presence  in  the  camp  constituted 
"conspiracy."  The  Crown  will  therefore  seek  a substantial  period  of 
incarceration  for  all  accused,  even  though  imprisonment  on  a simple 
mischief  charge  is  highly  unusual. 

The  tension  was  broken  briefly  when  01  Pitawanakwat  quipped  that  he  had 
reviewed  the  guidelines  for  the  sentencing  circle,  and  he  thought  he  would 
do  his  own  sentencing,  losephson  returned,  "I  may  play  a small  role  in 
that . " 

01  insisted  that  he  wanted  to  proceed  with  sentencing  on  Tuesday,  and 
not  wait  for  the  others.  "I'm  right  in  the  clutches  of  the  colonial  system 
" he  said,  "where  they  cage  us  like  animals, they  feed  us  like  dogs  but 
they  count  us  like  diamonds." 

He  said  his  submission  is  simple:  his  people  are  victims  of  cultural 
genocide  and  physical  genocide.  Canada  characterized  their  defence  as  an 
act  of  defiance,  but  he  went  up  there  to  protect  his  people,  because  those 
who  are  sworn  to  protect  them,  the  RCMP,  did  not. 

01  also  told  losephson  that  he  should  not  worry  about  the  impression  it 
might  make  on  the  others  if  he  were  sentenced  earlier  than  they;  it  is  an 
opportunity,  he  said,  for  the  judge  to  show  them  he's  not  biased. 

Wolverine  too  preferred  a speedy  sentencing  so  that  he  could  begin  the 
appeals  proceedings.  Speaking  sometimes  to  the  packed  gallery,  sometimes 
to  the  jury  box  which  ironically  is  now  occupied  by  the  media,  he 
delivered  a powerful  and  moving  statement. 

He  reiterated  his  position  that  the  BC  court  has  no  jurisdiction,  citing 
Section  109  of  the  British  North  America  Act  which  limits  the  provincial 
interest  as  subject  to  purchase  or  treaty. 

"We  stood  up  for  our  rights;  we  were  called  for,"  he  said,  turning 
toward  fellow  defendant  Percy  Rosette.  "Our  constitutional  rights  have 
never  been  addressed." 

Ignace  noted  losephson 's  dismissal  of  the  colour  of  right  defence,  and 
of  all  of  his  counsel  of  choice  Bruce  Clark's  testimony  about  jurisdiction 
and  natural,  international  and  constitutional  law:  "You  told  the  jury  not 
to  listen  to  it . " 

Looking  directly  at  the  three  jury  members  who  had  come  to  see  the 
results  of  their  guilty  verdict.  Wolverine  said,  "I  know  why  the  jury 
cried  - they  cried  because  they  knew  what  they  did  was  wrong. 

"We  have  to  go  back  to  the  law.  Take  a good  look  - you'll  see  you  have 
no  jurisdiction.  This  court,  this  Canadian  system  is  biased.  Linder  section 
11  of  the  Constitution  it  says  we  have  a right  to  third  party  adjudication 
This  is  all  we  asked  for,  here  in  this  court  and  up  at  the  lake. 

"Who  did  the  invading?  The  RCMP.  We  exposed  the  biggest  fraud  in  this 
country;  that's  why  we're  being  criminalized.  We  have  to  have  the  law 
addressed  by  an  international  tribunal;  we  won't  get  justice  in  Canada. 

The  honour  of  the  Crown  is  at  stake.  The  Crown  openly  admitted  Section  109 
was  broken.  By  whom?  The  politicians.  I'm  here  as  a political  prisoner, 
not  a criminal,  because  I exposed  the  scams  between  the  Crown,  the  judges' 
bench,  the  lawyers  and  the  politicians,  scams  so  our  people  can  be  ripped 
of  f ! 

"Dr.  Bruce  Clark  was  thrown  out  of  court  for  telling  the  truth.  He's  my 
lawyer  of  choice,  but  he's  not  allowed  to  appear  in  my  defence.  When  are 
we  going  to  get  justice? 


"This  is  my  submission , whether  you  like  it  or  not." 

The  public  raised  fists  in  salute  as  Wolverine  and  OD  were  led  out  of 
the  courtroom.  Outside,  the  drumming  and  singing  continued.  Members  of 
many  sovereign  indigenous  nations  were  in  attendance,  including  highly 
respected  Tommy  Gregoire  of  the  Okanagan-Shuswap  alliance  and  other  elders. 
The  day  concluded  with  the  rally  moving  across  the  street  to  the  prison, 
where  drumming,  songs,  and  messages  of  resistance  and  solidarity  were 
conveyed  to  the  windows  of  the  political  prisoners  inside.  It  was  a day  of 
strong  words  and  strong  hearts. 

<<>>FREE  WO LVERINE<<->>FREE  OD<<->>FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS<<>> 

DEMAND  A FULL  AND  COMPREHENSIVE  PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE 
Come  to  court,  show  support  and  bear  witness. 

Tuesday,  Dune  10th 

10:00  a.m.  (arrive  early  if  you  want  a seat!) 

Surrey  Municipal  Centre 
King  George  and  Highway  10 

Car  pool:If  you  have  a car  or  need  a ride,  call:  251-3048 
Skytrain:  to  Surrey  Central,  then  catch  the  White  Rock  Centre  321 
bus  to  the  corner  of  King  George  and  Highway  10,  walk  east. 

Driving:  Follow  Clark  Drive  south  to  Hwy  91,  go  east  on  Hwy  91 
across  the  Alex  Fraser  bridge  (Surrey/Delta)  then  east  on  Hwy 
10  to  Surrey  Municipal  Centre  just  past  King  George  Hwy. 

Contact:  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign 
Spokespeople:  Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
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"RE : War  Criminal  Appointed  to  Law  Commission"  

Date:  Sun,  8 Dun  1997  02:27:20  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen  War  Criminal  Appointed  to  Law  Commission 

: - : - : - :S . I . S. I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
Dune  7,  1997  Bulletin 

Stephen  Owen  Appointed  to  Law  Commission  of  Canada 

Stephen  Owen,  one  of  the  leading  participants  responsible  for 
orchestrating  and  directing  the  state's  assault  upon  the  Ts'peten  Sundance 
Camp  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in  the  summer  of  1995,  has  been  appointed  to  the 
new  Law  Commission  of  Canada.  Owen  was  deputy  Attorney  General  to  Ujjal 
Dosanjh,  BC's  New  Democratic  Party  Attorney  General  and  Human  Right's 
minister.  He  met  virtually  daily  with  the  RCMP  during  the  siege  and  signed 
many  of  the  letters  requesting  military  arms  for  them. 

Owen,  48,  has  been  teaching  law  and  public  policy  at  the  University  of 
Victoria  since  March  1997.  According  to  Canadian  Press  (Dune  5)  "the  Law 
Commission  of  Canada  is  an  independent  five-member  body  created  to  advise 
the  federal  government  of  issues  related  to  the  law. . . Owen  served  as  BC 
ombudsman  from  1986  until  he  left  to  head  the  commission  on  resources  and 
the  environment  in  1992.  In  1995  he  was  appointed  deputy  Attorney  General, 
a post  he  held  until  he  joined  the  University  of  Victoria.  He  has  also 
served  as  legal  adviser  to  Amnesty  International  since  1984." 

The  extensive  connections  of  both  Owen  and  Dosanjh  within  the  human 
rights/civil  liberties  establishment  are  believed  responsible  for  the 
virtual  silence  regarding  Gustafsen  Lake  of  human  rights  and  civil 
liberties  agencies  both  domestically  and  abroad.  The  Dune  5 Canadian  Press 
article  says  that  Owen  advocates  restructuring  of  almost  every  aspect  of 


the  legal  process,  from  civil  law  to  public  policy  on  issues  such  as  the 
environment  and  First  Nations  land  claims  settlements. 

Imprisoned  Shuswap  elder  Wolverine  commented  that  Owen  has  obviously 
been  rewarded  with  "a  bigger  trough...  The  law  is  clear.  They  make  up  new 
rules  to  cover  up  their  criminal  acts." 

One  insider  within  the  Attorney  General's  ministry  told  S.I.S.I.S.  that 
with  the  deep  involvement  of  NDP  government  officials  such  as  Dosanjh, 
Owen,  Assistant  Deputy  AG  Maureen  Maloney  in  the  Gustafsen  scandal,  it 
will  be  "an  uphill  battle"  to  achieve  the  full  and  comprehensive  public 
inquiry  increasingly  being  demanded. 
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"RE : Mapping  Racism"  
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-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[The  following  article  is  reprinted  from  the  Vancouver  publication  Terminal 
City,  Dune  6-13] 

MAPPING  RACISM  by  Valerie  van  Clieaf 

About  a year  and  a half  ago,  I decided  to  investigate  the  history  of  the 
area  around  Gustafsen  Lake.  I was  concerned,  as  were  many,  that  the  RCMP 
had  stepped  far  beyond  moral  and  legal  bounds  with  their  government 
sanctioned  siege  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  I thought  that  if  historical  documents 
proved  that  the  land  at  Gustafsen  belonged  to  the  Shuswap  people,  then  the 
Crown's  case  against  the  Ts'peten  Defenders  would  be  shown  to  be  a sham, 
the  RCMP  would  be  held  accountable  for  attempted  murder  and  the  issue  of 
Native  sovereignty  would  move  front  and  centre  in  the  public  arena.  Now, 
as  15  dependents  face  prison  terms  as  high  as  ten  years  to  life,  I am 
embarrassed  by  my  naivete. 

My  belief  that  justice  would  prevail  in  the  face  of  truth  and  the 
historical  record  --  which  prove  that  the  Defenders  have  been  right  all 
along  --  has  been  shattered  by  the  depth  and  breadth  of  the  unbridled  and 
systemic  racism  underpinning  the  policies  and  decisions  of  our  elected 
officials.  This  racism  permeates  the  ranks  of  the  elected  government 
officials  who  gave  the  RCMP  their  orders  to  institute  this  genocidal  attack 
on  Shuswap  Sundancers.  The  racism  of  the  RCMP,  who  directed  the  siege,  is  a 
daily  reality  for  all  Indigenous  People  here.  Our  judicial  system  which, 
in  its  capacity  as  the  legal  arm  of  race  hatred  and  genocide  out  of 
control,  failed  the  Ts'peten  in  their  quest  for  truth  and  justice.  Finally, 
the  mainstream  media  both  locally  and  nationally  would  not  report  the 
Indian  side  of  the  story.  Local  media  were  gagged  by  editorial  orders  (told 
not  to  cover)  the  most  important  trial  in  Canadian  history.  (One  reporter 
had  the  decency  to  inform  Margaret  Clark,  wife  of  Dr.  Bruce  Clark,  of 
this.)  Gag  orders  come  directly  or  indirectly  from  corporate  and 
government  interests  who  call  the  tune  because  they  pay  the  bills  which 
keep  the  media  afloat.  But  gag  orders,  then  or  now,  do  not  excuse  media 
complicity  in  the  ongoing  genocide  perpetuated  against  the  original 
inhabitants  of  this  country,  to  say  nothing  of  other  non-Native, 
marginalized  peoples  who  suffer  at  the  hands  of  journalists  "just  doing 
their  job". 

The  media  (CBC  ,CKNW,  BCTV,  SUN,  PROVINCE,  MACLEAN'S)  had  the  real  story 
early  enough  to  print  it  and  air  it  and  thus  make  a difference.  The 


insidious  outcome  of  their  silence  --  innocent  men  and  women,  nearly 
murdered  by  a police  force  gone  berserk,  now  stand  convicted  on  trumped  up, 
illegal  charges  and  face  severe  jail  sentences  , while  the  real  criminals, 
the  RCMP,  have  now  purchased  armoured  personnel  carriers  and  two  .50 
calibre  machine  guns  to  use  against  the  next  Indigenous  community  with  the 
courage  to  stand  up  for  their  rights.  The  media  chose  instead  to  act  within 
their  unquestioned,  received  notions  of  race  and  power  and  participated  in 
demonizing  and  criminalizing  the  innocent  while  they  made  heros  of  the 
guilty.  This  negation  of  the  truth  continued  almost  unabated  throughout  the 
10  month  long  trial  which  recently  ended.  The  Surrey  courtroom  is  not  a 
long  way  from  the  media  offices  in  downtown  Vancouver!!  The  mounting 
testimonial  evidence  (self)incriminating  the  RCMP  in  attempted  murder  and 
ongoing  genocide  was  not  deemed  newsworthy. 

The  RCMP  had  the  real  story  about  Gustafsen  Lake,  right  from  day  one,  but 
they  were  following  an  agenda  which  didn't  include  exposing  the  truth  about 
the  true  state  of  ownership,  and  thus  jurisdiction  in  this  province,  let 
alone  one  small  grazing  lot,  somewhere  in  a remote  section  of  the  South 
Caribou.  They  were  acting  on  the  orders  of  their  government  masters. 

In  1887,  Nils  Gustafsen  decided  to  purchase  a lot  in  the  Caribou  and 
notified  the  fledgling  Surveyor-General's  office  of  his  intention.  As  per 
instructions  to  prospective  landowners,  he  sent  a map  locating  his  desired 
purchase  along  with  his  pre-emption  papers.  That  map  (shown  here)  along 
with  all  the  papers  giving  Nils  Gustafsen  the  deed  to  a piece  of  land 
somewhere  in  the  Caribou  sat  in  the  files  of  the  British  Columbia  Archives 
and  Records  Service  from  that  day  till  Duly  of  1996  when  I asked  a 
librarian  there  to  retrieve  it  for  me. 

It  took  me  all  of  30  seconds  to  copy  Gustafsen 's  simple  map  which  shows 
the  location  of  Lot  L 114,  somewhere  along  Dog  Creek,  the  same  lot  that  has 
become  infamous  as  the  scene  of  the  RCMP  initiated  siege  at  Gustafsen  Lake 
on  Dog  Creek  in  the  summer  of  1995.  There  is  one  problem  though. 

Gustafsen  Lake  didn't  exist  in  1887.  Lot  L 114,  (to  which  Lyle  Dames, 

Caribou  rancher  complicit  in  the  attempted  murder  of  the  Ts'peten 
Defenders,  has  fee  simple  title),  was  not  located  on  Gustafsen  Lake.  The 
first  real  map  of  the  area  wasn't  drawn  until  the  1930s  and  shows  Lot  L 114 
in  its  present  position.  Between  1887  and  1930s,  the  lot  mysteriously 
moved,  or  perhaps,  not  so  mysteriously.  George  Wool,  defence  lawyer, 
introduced  this  "pre-emption  map",  and  another  important  map  --  a nicely 
drawn  square  locating  Lot  L 114  miles  from  Gustafsen  Lake  --  as  evidence 
last  Duly.  The  jury  were  aware,  from  that  point  on,  that  the  Sundance 
grounds  (like  most  of  B.C.)  is  unceded,  Shuswap  territory  and  that  the 
Sundance  Grounds  do  not  belong  to  Lyle  Dames. 

Dudge  Dosephsen,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury  several  weeks  ago,  told  them 
that  "for  the  purposes  of  this  trial"  they  must  consider  the  property  where 
the  siege  occurred,  Lyle  Dames'  private  property,  when  they  were  determining 
guilt  or  innocence.  The  jury  were  instructed  to  ignore  the  truth.  Native 
historian  David  Archie,  who  knew  that  Dog  Creek  had  been  dammed  to  create 
Ts'peten  Lake  (also  known  as  Big  Lake,  now  Gustafsen  Lake)  in  the  early 
1930s  to  provide  much  needed  water  to  Reserve  land  in  the  area.  Archie,  had 
unearthed  a good  deal  more,  including  the  fact  that  the  original  reserve 
lands  (300,000  acres)  set  aside  in  1864  for  the  Dog  Creek  peoples  by  A.C. 
Elliot  (eventually  a premier  of  B.C.)  at  the  behest  of  then  premier 
Douglas,  had  extended  several  miles  east  and  south  of  and  encompassing 
Gustafsen  Lake  . The  sacred  Ts'peten  Sundance  grounds  had  been  reserve  land 
for  over  a century.  When  Elliot  set  out  the  original  Dog  Creek  reserves, 
the  Dog  Creek  Peoples  had  been  decimated  by  a smallpox  epidemic  which  had 
raged  throughout  B.C.  in  1862-63,  killing  an  estimated  60  to  70  percent  of 
the  Original  Peoples  of  this  province.  Eleven  Dog  Creek  people  were  all 
that  remained  of  over  two  hundred.  Many  of  the  dead  were  buried  at  the 
sacred  Sundance  grounds  where  the  Ts'peten  defenders  made  their  stand.  The 
historical  record  indicates  that  by  the  1880s,  less  than  20  years  after 
Elliot's  visit  to  the  area,  non-Natives  at  Gustafsen  Lake  and  the 
surrounding  areas  had  illegally  purchased  all  of  the  choice  land  reserved 
for  the  Dog  Creek  Secwepemc  people.  They  could  offer  little  resistance  to 
settler  encroachment  and  their  appeals  to  both  levels  of  government  were 
ignored.  In  1888,  the  Federal  government  finally  purchased  land  from  the 


illegal  estate  of  A.E.  Bates  so  that  the  Dog  Creek  people  would  have 
somewhere  to  live.  The  provincial  government  had  refused  to  help 
preferring,  it  would  seem,  to  see  them  starve.  In  Duly  of  1995,  David 
Archie  gave  a full  historical  report  of  the  area  to  Cst.  George  Findley,  a 
Native  RCMP  officer  who  reported  this  information  to  his  superiors  on  Duly 
12,  1995.  His  superiors  abruptly  took  him  off  assignment  that  day.  Findley 
read  this  same  report  to  the  courtroom  in  Surrey  on  DAY  13  of  the 
Defenders'  trial. 

THE  STATE  ATTEMPTS  MURDER 

The  Province  of  B.C.  is  in  trouble.  B.C.  has  not  entered  into  treaty 
with  the  majority  of  Indigenous  Nations  of  this  "province".  Natural, 
International  and  Constitutional  Law  clearly  state  that  the  Original 
Peoples  have  jurisdiction  over  their  untreatied  territories.  B.C  has 
fraudulently  and  illegally  usurped  this  jurisdiction.  B.C  is  an  outlaw 
colonial  state  with  no  legitimate  authority  for  its'  presence  within  these 
untreatied  territories.  The  state  of  B.C.  is  engaged  in  genocide.  Illegal 
War  against  the  traditional  Indigenous  people.  Over  60%  of  the  Original 
Peoples  of  (what  is  known  as)  B.C.  have  withdrawn  from  the  fraudulent  B.C. 

Treaty  Process),  as  it  is  not  a treaty  process  at  all,  but  a domestic  land 

claims  agreement  process.  Domestic  land  claims  agreements  come  under  the 

terms  of  N.A.F.T.A.  Treaties,  on  the  other  hand,  guarantee  the  rights  of 

First  Nations  --  both  within  the  context  of  existing  treaties  and  those 
Indigenous  Nations  who  have  not  yet  treatied,  such  as  those  residing  in 
B.C.--  under  existing  Natural,  Constitutional  and  International  Law. 

Locally,  nationally  and  internationally,  a host  of  predators  want  to  get 
their  hands  on  the  invaluable  lands  and  resources  - at  this  point  still 
legally  and  legitimately  owned  by  Indigenous  Peoples.  The  massive  show  of 
force  at  Gustafsen  Lake  was  to  be  an  example  to  others  (and  their  lawyers 
such  as  Dr.  Bruce  Clark,  Dack  Cram,  Danice  Switlo),  who  may  defy  the 
purveyors  of  rapacious  resource  extraction,  that  the  monied  players  were 
not  above  murder. 

The  Ts'peten  Defenders  were  criminalized  for  standing  on  their  rights, 
for  insisting  that  existing  laws  protecting  their  rights  be  addressed,  for 
rejecting  the  fraudulent  B.C.  treaty  making  process  and  insisting  that  an 
independent  third-party  tribunal  to  look  at  the  law  and  decide  who  is  right. 

In  May  of  1995,  Supt.Len  Olfert  and  his  superiors,  began  to  attend 
meetings  with  regard  to  Gustafsen  Lake.  It  was  during  this  time 
they  planned  the  siege  at  Gustafsen  which  they  carried  out  later  that 
summer).  The  entire  siege  (read  genocidal  exercise)  was  video-taped  so 
that  it  could  be  used  as  an  RCMP  "training  tool"  to  instruct  the  troops  in 
how  to  most  expeditiously  murder  those  Indigenous  who  refuse  to  play  ball 
with  the  oppressor.  These  training  tapes  were  not  disclosed  to 
the  court  until  December  of  1996,  six  months  into  the  trial.  The  judge 
allowed  the  jury  to  view  only  a few  minutes  of  the  50  hours  of 
incriminating  tapes. 

Gustafsen  Lake  was  the  ideal  location  for  a "history  lesson",  a sparsely 
populated  area  difficult  to  reach  by  road.  After  the  RCMP  publicly  called 
the  Shuswap  Nationals  "Terrorists",  they  attempted  to  instigate  an 
incident.  When  camp  members  refused  to  be  baited  by  the  RCMP's  WARLIKE 
advances,  the  Police  management  became  frustrated  and  antsy.  It  remained 
for  the  RCMP  to  "invent"  several  shooting  incidents  and  feed  the  media  with 
carefully  constructed  press  releases.  The  criminalization  of  Indigenous 
Peoples  has  been  ongoing.  The  RCMP  with  the  help  of  the  media,  so  willing 
to  do  their  bidding,  simply  continued  this  process.  When  their  turn  came 
the  B.C.  judiciary  finished  the  job.  THE  PUBLIC  HAS  BEEN  LIED  TO!!  The 
RCMP  are  guilty  of  attempted  murder  and  a host  of  other  crimes.  They  have 
not,  as  yet,  been  charged.  There  must  be  a full  Public  Inquiry  into  the 
Human  rights  travesty  at  Gustafsen  Lake. 

Fifteen  of  the  Ts'peten  Defenders  face  jail  terms  for  crimes  they  did 
not  commit.  Sentencing  begins  Friday,  Dune  6th  at  10  am,  at  the  Surrey 
courthouse.  Drummers,  singers  and  supporters  from  many  nations  will  be 
there.  The  Defenders  ask  you  join  them  at  a rally  at  the  courthouse  that 
morning.  Help  send  a message  to  the  the  federal  and  provincial  governments 
and  the  B.C.  judiciary  that  the  people  of  Canada  condemn  ongoing, 
state-sanctioned  genocide  against  Indigenous  Peoples.  You  can  make  a 


difference!  ! 

Car  pool:  If  you  have  a car  or  need  a ride,  call:  251-3048 
Skytrain:  to  Surrey  Central,  then  catch  the  White  Rock  Centre  321  bus 
to  the  corner  of  King  George  and  Highway  10,  walk  east. 

Driving:  Follow  Clark  Drive  south  to  Hwy  91,  go  east  on  Hwy  91 

across  the  Alex  Fraser  bridge  (Surrey/Delta)then  east  on  Hwy  10  to 
Surrey  Municipal  Centre  just  past  King  George  Hwy. 

Letters  to  Terminal  City:  editor@terminalcity.com 
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— "RE:  Clark  on  Gustafsen,  Seneca  and  Mohegans"  

Date:  Mon,  9 Dun  1997  01:19:50  -0400 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Bruce  Clark  on  Gustafsen,  Seneca  and  Mohegans  v.  NY 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
May  26,  1997  Interview 

5.1.5.1.5.  Talks  to  Native  rights  lawyer  Bruce  Clark  about  the  Gustafsen 
Trial,  the  Seneca  decision  and  his  May  30  New  York  State  Supreme  Court 
Appearance  for  the  Mohegan  Nation. 

5.1.5.1.5. :  What  is  your  reaction  to  the  Gustafsen  Trial  convictions? 
Clark:  The  jury  had  no  choice  but  to  find  the  way  it  did  given  the  judge's 
instructions  to  them  --  that  they  had  to  accept  that  these  events  took 
place  on  private  property  belonging  to  Lyle  Dames,  and  that  the  province 
of  British  Columbia  and  the  court  had  jurisdiction.  The  problem  is  that 
the  law  to  the  contrary  --  that  is  the  native  law,  international  law  and 
the  constitutional  law,  putting  the  lie  to  the  judge's  position  --  still 
has  not  been  addressed.  And  the  only  conclusion  one  can  reach  in  those 
circumstances  is  that  the  rule  of  law  has  not  functioned.  It  is  in  a state 
of  suspension. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Defence  counsel  Sheldon  Tate  said  that  "Clark  and  his  cronies 
were  the  true  malevolent  forces  in  the  crisis."  What  do  you  say  to  that? 
Clark:  Depending  upon  what  the  law  says,  Sheldon  Tate  may  be  right  or  he 
may  be  wrong.  The  answer  depends  entirely  upon  looking  at  the  native, 
international  and  constitutional  law.  My  feeling  remains  that  when  this  is 
done  the  legal  advice  that  I have  given  will  be  vindicated.  It  would  help, 
if  Sheldon  Tate  disagrees  with  that  position,  that  he  provide  an  analysis 
of  the  law  which  would  point  out  my  error. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  With  reference  to  the  Seneca  nation  --  are  you  aware  of  the 
recent  court  decision  finding  in  favour  of  the  Senecas? 

Clark:  Yes.  I'll  be  using  that  decision  in  a New  York  State  Supreme  Court 
on  May  30th,  involving  the  Mohegan  Nation  of  New  York  state  --  actually 
the  descendants  of  the  same  people  who  were  involved  in  the  1704  case 
[Mohegans  v.  Connecticut:  after  a protracted  process,  on  15  Danuary  1773, 
the  Privy  Council  in  Great  Britain  in  the  exercise  of  its  appellate 
jurisdiction  finally  issued  an  order  in  council  that  had  the  effect  of 
recognizing  that  the  Mohegan  Indians  were  " juristically  regarded  as 
sovereign."  --  S.I.S.I.S.] 

They  have  a small  Bingo  operation  in  their  Mohegan  country  and 
they  were  threatened  with  the  same  "storm-trooper"  response  as  were  the 
Senecas.  They  didn't  proceed  with  the  bingo  in  the  face  of  the  police 
threat  that  the  whole  town  would  be  cordoned  off.  Now  the  Attorney  General 
of  New  York  has  applied  for  an  injunction  to  prevent  the  bingo  from  going 
ahead  in  the  future.  There's  a show  cause  hearing  on  May  30th.  What  that 
means  is  that  the  judge  has  invited  the  Mohegans  to  inform  the  Court  of 


the  law  which  would  indicate  that  state  law  should  not  be  applied. 

And  the  Mohegans  have  accepted  that  invitation.  We  have  filed  with 
that  Count  the  same  essential  law  that  was  filed  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
case  or  that  we  attempted  --  but  still  wasn't  addressed  in  British 
Columbia.  So  now  it  may  be  addressed  by  the  state  of  New  York.  And  as  part 
of  the  process,  the  decision  that  you've  just  identified  by  Judge  Hon. 

Rose  Sconiers  will  be  filed,  amongst  other  things,  to  persuade  this  judge 
to  take  the  same  kind  of  route  and  apply  the  same  kind  of  reasoning:  that 
the  native  sovereignty  position  at  the  very  least  is  arguable  --  and  it's 
not  appropriate,  in  the  circumstances,  for  judges  to  be  giving  injunctions 
against  the  Indians  by  applying  state  law. 

That  is,  Judge  Sconiers  has  taken  the  exact  opposite  position  as  the 
position  consistently  occupied  by  the  judges  of  British  Columbia.  This 
is  a bright  light. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Where  is  this  hearing  and  when  again? 

Clark:  New  York  State  Supreme  Court,  Lake  George,  New  York.  Before  a Judge 
Dyer  at  9:30  am  May  30. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Finally,  is  there  the  likelihood  of  appeals  possible  in  the 
Gustafsen  trial? 

Clark:  Yes.  The  judge  made  rulings  and  gave  orders  to  the  jury  to  accept 
principles  as  decided  by  him  as  given.  We  will  appeal  against  the 
legitimacy  of  his  instructions  to  the  jury.  If  they  had  acquitted,  the 
legal  contest  would  have  died.  As  it  now  stands,  the  judge  has  made  an 
appalling  decision  on  the  law  . So  far  he  hasn't  supported  it.  It's 
conceivable  he  may  come  up  with  some  rational  basis...  I don't  imagine  how 
he  could,  but  he  may  pull  a rabbit  out  of  his  hat...  But  when  everything 
cools  down,  the  permanent  record  that  is  left  is  going  to  make  that  judge 
and  the  BC  Court  system  look  like  damn  fools.  At  the  end  of  the  day, 
regardless  of  what  the  newspapers  and  the  bellicose  elements  are  saying, 
the  fact  remains  that  he  [Judge  Josephson]  has  made  a decision  at  law 
which  he  does  not  even  begin  to  be  capable  of  backing.  And  that's 
demonstrable,  from  a permanent  record  point  of  view.  So...  I still  have 
hope  for  the  rule  of  law.  That  it's  not  over  'til  its  over...  and  its  not 
over  yet. 

Mohegan  Court,  Box  32,  Granville,  New  York  12832  USA 
Telephone:  (518)  642-2751 
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"RE : Vigil,  Sentencing  and  Circles"  

Date:  Tue,  10  3un  1997  05:38:54  -0800 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  Vigil,  Sentencing  and  Circles 

: - : - : - :S . I . S. I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
Dune  9,  1997  Bulletin 

Vigil,  Sentencing  and  Circles 

About  fifty  supporters  gathered  for  a candle-light  vigil  to  drum,  sing 
and  wait  beneath  the  walls  of  the  Surrey  Pre-trial  Centre  where  Ts'Peten 
Defenders  OD  Pitawanakwat  and  Wolverine  (William  Dones  Ignace)  are  being 
held.  Sometimes  tiny  answering  flames  or  lights  flicking  on  and  off  could 
be  seen  emanating  from  the  prison  windows.  It  is  the  night  before  the  day 
they  have  asked  Judge  Bruce  Josephson  to  "get  on  with  it"  and  pass 
sentence . 

Both  Wolverine  and  OJ  have  rejected  a "sentencing  circle"  which  could 


include  the  American  cattle  rancher  Lyle  lames,  the  RCMP,  and  the  mayor  of 
100  Mile  House.  Characterized  as  a "traditional  native  Indian  form  of 
sentencing"  by  BC's  mainstream  media,  this  grotesque  abomination  is  a 
neo-colonial  creation  designed  to  restore  the  credibility  of  badly 
discredited  parties  to  the  Gustafsen  Lake  affair  --  the  RCMP,  local  band 
and  tribal  council  officials,  the  rancher,  the  NDP  government  and  its 
corrupt  court  system. 

Haida  elder  Lavina  White  told  S.I.S.I.S.  that  the  sentencing  circle  "was 
not  our  way.  This  is  all  pretend,  to  make  it  look  like  our  people  don't 
support  our  freedom  fighters." 

Shuswap  elder  Wolverine  told  S.I.S.I.S.  "We're  raising  the  land  question. 

A sentencing  circle  including  Lyle  lames  would  say  it's  his  land,  but  the 
law  has  never  been  dealt  with.  This  is  one  of  the  ways  the  province  is 
trying  to  get  around  the  whole  thing." 

Defence  counsel  Sheldon  Tate  attempted  a highly  offensive  and  divisive 
defence  by  arguing  that  his  clients,  including  Percy  Rosette,  were  "under 
the  thumb  of  the  militants."  On  lune  6,  Tate  told  Canadian  Press  "My 
clients  have  a wish  not  to  persecute  or  bring  down  this  country  or  cause 
more  rancour  or  dissension." 

All  indications  are  that  the  prosecution  is  seeking  harsh  sentences.  Crown 
sentencing  materials  obtained  by  S.I.S.I.S.  include  a "victim  impact 
statement"  by  Lyle  lames  and  Sentencing  Authorities  which  include: 

"R.  v.  Belmas,  Hanson  and  Taylor  [aka  the  Squamish  Five]  (1986)  27  C.C.C. 
(3d)  142  (B.C.C.A.)  Numerous  criminal  acts  including  bombings  causing 
millions  of  dollars  in  damage  and  injuring  two  persons.  Motive  said  to  be 
concerns  over  environment,  nuclear  war,  and  poverty.  Apparent  accused  had 
not  renounced  violence  to  achieve  ends.  Protection  of  public  by  deterring 
terrorist  acts  paramount. 

"R.  v.  Atwal  (1990)  57  C.C.C.  (3d)  143  (B.C.C.A.)  Attempted  murder  of 
Indian  Cabinet  Minister.  20  years  imprisonment  upheld.  Act  of  political 
terrorism.  General  deterrence  paramount  consideration. 

"R.  v.  Cross,  unreported,  Feb.  29/92  (Que.  S.C.)  Oka.  PDW  convictions  - 6 
months,  18  months,  2 years  imprisonment.  1 year  s.  100  prohibition. 

"R.v.  Gautier  (1996)  108  C. C.C.C.  (3d)  231  (B.C.C.A.)  Trial  ludge  not 
required  to  give  the  accused  the  benefit  of  the  most  favourable  view  of  the 
evidence,  where  jury's  verdict  doesn't  resolve." 

It  appears  that  the  court  will  attempt  to  manufacture  a "conspiracy"  in 
the  sentencing  even  though  "conspiracy"  was  never  part  of  the  original 
charges  or  indictments. 

Letters  of  solidarity,  support  and  resistance,  as  well  as  your  prayers  and 
ceremonies  on  behalf  of  Wolverine  and  the  Ts'Peten  Defenders  continue  to  be 
called  for  and  greatly  appreciated.  Wolverine  intends  to  submit  these 
letters  to  Dudge  losephson.  They  can  be  sent  via  S.I.S.I.S.. 

>>CANADA  IS  GUILTY,  THE  DEFENDERS  ARE  INNOCENT!  DEFEND  THE  DEFENDERS !<< 
Sample  letters,  addresses  and  links  to  politicians  emails  are  available  at 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vi pi rg/SISIS/Gust Lake/ letter . html 
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"RE : Hydro-Quebec  Action  Alert"  

Date:  Mon,  9 Dun  1997  15:39:32  -0400 

From:  Ann  Stewart  <Stewartship@compuserve . com> 

Sub j : Hydro-Quebec  action  alert 


UUCP  email 


NOTE:  Last  week  at  the  New  England  Governors/Eastern  Canadian  Premiers 
conference  in  Newport,  RI,  HQ  was  aggressively  touting  its  ability  to  serve 
the  northeastern  US  market. 

Call  the  Cree  office  and  tell  them  that  as  an  American  consumer,  you 
oppose  ANY  river  diversion.  Phone  613-761-1655.  And  let  the  people  in 
Whapmagoostui  (Great  Whale  River  village)  know  you  still  support  them.  The 
band  office  number  is:  819-929-3288. 

Hydro  reviving  Great  Whale 

Front  page.  The  [Montreal]  Gazette,  Saturday,  7 Dune 

Seventeen  months  after  the  Parti  Quebecois  government  shelved  Phase  II  of 
the  Dames  Bay  hydroelectric  project,  it's  back  on  the  table,  and  this  time 
Hydro-Quebec  has  set  its  sights  on  diverting  two  of  the  largest  rivers  in 
northern  Quebec. 

The  plan  was  presented  to  Cree  leaders  in  two  meetings  this  week  in 
Montreal  and  Quebec  City. 

Hydro-Quebec  and  Cree  officials  say  Hydro  has  proposed  to  divert  and  drain 
the  water  of  the  Great  Whale  and  Rupert  rivers  into  existing  hydro-electric 
projects  through  a series  of  canals. 

Crees  waged  a noisy  six-year  international  campaign  against  the  original 
Great  Whale  proposal,  which  would  have  diverted  several  rivers  into  a 
series  of  reservoirs  built  along  the  Great  Whale  River.  The  new  proposal 
would  not  involve  new  dams  in  the  north,  but  would  reduce  the  flow  of  the 
Great  Whale  and  Rupert  rivers  to  a trickle. 

Cree  opposition  was  a major  factor  in  Dacques  Parizeau's  decision  as 
premier  to  shelve  the  original  project  in  December  1995  [note:  it  was 
actually  November.]. 

Cree  leaders  were  shocked  when  they  were  informed  of  the  plans  this  week. 

"It's  going  to  be  very  difficult  for  the  people  to  accept,"  said  David 
Masty,  an  official  of  the  Great  Whale  community,  situated  at  the  river's 
mouth.  "I  think  people  sent  out  a very  strong  message  on  that  already.  It 
will  have  the  same  impact  as  if  the  river  was  dammed." 

Under  the  proposal,  the  Great  Whale  River  would  be  diverted  at  its 
headwater.  Lac  Bienville,  a lake  about  twice  the  size  of  the  island  of 
Montreal.  The  river's  flow  would  be  reduced  by  about  85  percent  and  the 
diverted  water  would  flow  southward  through  more  than  10  kilometres  of 
canals  into  the  existing  La  Grand  hydro  complex.  The  lac  Bienville  area  is 
home  to  the  world's  largest  caribou  herds. 

Cree  fears  about  the  environmental  and  social  effects  of  hydro  development 
were  at  the  heart  of  the  acrimonious  debate  over  the  original  Great  Whale 
project . 

The  new  plan  would  also  redirect  the  Rupert  River,  which  flows  through 
the  heartland  of  Cree  territory, northward  to  the  Eastmain  and  La  Grande 
complexes,  at  least  20  km  away. 

The  two  rivers  provide  drinking  water  to  the  communities  of  Great  Whale 
and  Washaganish,  and  to  dozens  of  hunting  camps  along  their  shores. 

Shirley  Bishop,  an  aide  to  Resources  Minister  Guy  Chevrette,  at  first 
denied  knowledge  of  the  proposal.  Later  yesterday  she  confirmed  that  two 
meetings  had  been  held  between  Hydro-Quebec  and  Cree  leaders,  although  she 
would  not  reveal  what  was  discussed. 

"Hydro-Quebec  hasn't  talked  to  us  about  that,"  Bishop  said.  "When  they  want 
to  do  something  like  that,  they  have  to  ask  the  government  first,  and  they 
haven 't . " 

Hydro-Quebec  spokesman  Steve  Flanagan  confirmed  that  the  meetings  were 
held  to  discuss  possible  projects  along  the  Great  Whale  and  Rupert  rivers, 
but  said  the  plan  involves  only  the  "partial  diversion"  of  the  rivers  and 
no  final  decision  has  been  made  on  whether  it  will  go  ahead. 

"These  rivers,  like  many  others  in  Quebec,  have  a potential  and  we  will 
see  whether  there  is  an  economic  interest,"  Flanagan  said. 

He  said  hydro  development  in  Dames  Bay  is  back  on  the  table  because  of  a 
desire  to  export  power  to  the  United  States  and  a rise  in  energy 
consumption  in  Quebec. 

Earlier  this  week,  the  utility  announced  it  would  divert  four  rivers  into 
existing  hydroprojects  on  the  Lower  North  Shore  and  Lac  St.  Dean. 


A US  energy  analyst  said  Hydro-Quebec  has  been  selling  ever-increasing 
amounts  of  power  to  the  northeastern  states  and  is  now  desperate  for  more 
water  to  replenish  its  reservoirs,  which  have  fallen  to  dangerously  low 
levels . 

"It  seems  Quebec  took  a big  gamble  and  ended  up  losing,"  said  Ian  Goodman, 
of  the  Goodman  Group  of  Boston.  Goodman  has  worked  as  a consultant  to  the 
Crees.  "Hydro-Quebec  appears  to  have  oversold  the  province's  energy  and 
they  did  so  at  less  than  what  it  costs  to  produce  it." 

While  Quebec  has  more  than  enough  energy  for  domestic  levels,  its  energy 
supplies  have  fallen  to  critically  low  levels  because  of  its  aggressive 
export  program,  said  Goodman. 

The  National  Energy  Board  says  Hydro's  exports  to  the  US  have  nearly 
tripled  since  1990.  Quebec  exported  five  terrawatt-hours  of  power  in  1990, 
almost  all  to  the  US.  This  rose  to  17  terrawatt-hours  in  1995  and  fell 
somewhat  to  13.9  terrawatt-hours  last  year. 

Internal  Hydro-Quebec  documents  reveal  that  Quebec's  reservoir  levels  have 
fallen  to  21  percent  of  their  total  capacity  Le  Devoir  reported  Wednesday. 

A battle  appears  to  be  brewing  within  the  Quebec  government  over  the  river 
diversions  already  announced. 

Environment  Minister  David  Cliche  said  Thursday  that  any  new  Hydro-Quebec 
projects  will  be  subjected  to  the  same  environmental  review  as  those  of  any 
other  developer.  But  Chevrette  said  deregulation  in  the  energy  industry 
means  information  about  water  levels  in  reservoirs  can't  be  made  public 
anymore  because  it  would  put  Hydro-Quebec  at  a commercial  disadvantage. 
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SUSPENDED  DUDGE  USES  CHILDREN  AS  BAIT  IN  EFFORT 
TO  GET  TRIBAL  COUNCIL  TO  CREATE  HER  AN  AUTONOMOUS  COURT 

Under  the  guise  of  protecting  children,  Tina  Glory  Dordan,  former 
Cherokee  Nation  District  Dudge,  attempted  to  have  the  Council  create  an 
"autonomous"  court  for  her  to  preside  over. 

Dordan  had  earlier  been  suspended  by  the  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal  for 
attempting  to  set  up  a "renegade"  court  in  the  Tribal  Complex. 

At  a regular  meeting  of  the  Rules  Committee  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 
Council,  Rex  Earl  Starr,  general  counsel,  Danice  Walter  Purcell,  staff 
attorney  and  Tina  Glory  Dordan  attempted  to  get  a piece  of  legislation 
passed  to  the  full  council  which  would  have  stripped  the  Dudicial  Appeals 
Tribunal  of  any  supervisory  authority  it  has  over  the  District  Court. 

Dordan  pleaded  with  Councilors  to  pass  the  legislation  because  without 
it,  children  would  suffer.  "We  have  to  move  these  children's  cases  and 
yes  I have  held  court  as  a suspended  judge,"  Dordan  said.  "Without  this 
legislation  the  children  might  suffer  and  be  put  back  out  on  the  street." 

Starr  asked  to  have  the  piece  of  legislation  put  on  the  agenda  and  a 
vote  was  taken.  Earlier,  Paula  Holder,  D-4  of  Warner,  had  noted  it  takes 
a 2/3rds  vote  to  change  the  agenda. 

The  vote  was  five  against  and  nine  in  favor  of  hearing  the  bill.  Troy 
Wayne  Poteete  declared  the  agenda  change  had  failed.  Bill  Dohn  Baker,  D-l, 
of  Tahlequah,  said  he  thought  2/3rds  of  14  was  9.  Barbara  Starr  Scott,  D- 
5,  Day,  said,  "Troy  didn't  vote,  because  he's  the  chairman,  but  he  counts 
toward  the  quorum  of  this  committee.  No  matter  how  you  cut  it,  2/3rds  of 
15  is  10.  I don't  know  where  you  and  your  brothers  learn  to  count,  but 
its  10  no  matter  how  you  cut  it." 

Following  a short  agenda  and  prior  to  adjournment,  Danice  Walter  Purcell 
rose  and  asked  why  the  bill  could  not  come  up  under  new  business.  Poteete 
noted  for  her  it  had  failed  to  get  on  the  agenda,  however,  members  of  the 
committee  began  to  discuss  the  measure  in  spite  of  it  not  being  on  the 


agenda . 

Jordan  again  rose  and  pleaded  with  the  councilors  to  remember  the 
children  and  create  her  an  autonomous  court  separate  from  the  Judicial 
Appeals  Tribunal. 

Harold  DeMoss,  D-7,  of  Inola  asked  why  she  couldn't  hold  court  in  the 
usual  place  at  the  Cherokee  Capitol  Building.  Jordan  responded  that  there 
was  too  much  tension  there  and  she  "didn't  feel  comfortable  there  because 
of  the  Marshals . " 

Following  a good  deal  of  questioning  and  ideas  for  compromise,  it  became 
very  apparent  the  motive  was  not  to  create  a safe  situation  for  the 
children,  but  rather  for  Jordan  to  create  a court  in  which  to  hear 
political  and  criminal  involving  the  Principal  Chief. 

"Her  efforts  were  nothing  but  transparent, " said  Holder.  "It  is  just 
another  attempt  to  get  Byrd  off  the  hook  under  the  color  of  protecting 
children . " 

Holder  passed  out  a legal  opinion  she  had  obtained  from  Tulsa  attorney, 
Chad  Smith.  He  pointed  out  in  his  two  page  opinion  that  the  bill  was 
fatally  flawed  and  would  be  declared  unconstitutional  due  to  the  bills 
attempt  to  remove  original  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  from  the  Judicial 
Appeals  Tribunal  and  turn  it  over  to  a legislatively  created  court. 

"This  proposition  is  illogical  and  violates  the  fundamental  judicial 
structures  found  in  federal  and  state  courts,"  the  opinion  reads.  "It 
would  appear  the  executive  branch  would  then  supervise  the  District  Court 
which  would  be  a violation  of  the  separation  of  powers. 

"Enactment  of  this  bill  will  only  result  in  additional  litigation  and  I 
can  reasonably  assure  you  that  it  will  be  found  unconstitutional  in  whole 
or  in  pertinent  part,"  Smith  added. 

DeMoss  accused  Jordan  of  using  children  to  goad  the  Council  into 
creating  a special  court  to  hear  political  cases.  "I  resent  that  you  come 
here  and  try  to  make  us  feel  bad  for  the  children  when  you  and  I both  know 
you  have  something  personal  in  this,"  he  said.  "All  you  have  to  do  is  go 
back  to  the  courthouse  and  go  back  to  work  and  this  whole  problem  would  be 
solved . " 

The  committee  recessed  until  Wednesday,  June  4,  at  5 p.m.  to  further 
discuss  the  issue. 
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RESPONDING  TO  CONSTITUTIONAL  CRISIS 
CHEROKEES  ORGANIZE  VOTER'S  LEAGUE 

Cherokee  tribal  members  from  across  the  nine  district  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  and  from  sites  as  distant  as  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  and  Tampa, 
Florida  have  vowed  to  organize  to  strengthen  their  voting  power  in  tribal, 
state  and  national  elections. 

Organizers  have  planned  a meeting  for  June  7,  in  the  Mayes  County 
Courthouse.  "We  expect  a great  turnout,"  said  Linda  Turnbull  Lewis,  one 
of  the  organizers.  "We  already  have  commitments  to  attend  from  the 
Cherokee  Elders  Council,  the  Cherokee  National  Party,  political  camps  from 
across  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  some  unaffiliated  folks  as  well." 

Organizers  say  the  meeting  is  to  establish  a single  organization  where 


Cherokee  voters  may  use  their  voting  power  in  a collective  manner  to 
influence  the  outcome  of  major  elections  affecting  the  Cherokee  people. 

"We're  tired  of  having  no  voice  in  what  happens  to  us/'  said  jess  Bryant , 
another  organizer.  "If  Indian  people  ever  expect  to  take  charge  of  their 
lives,  they  have  to  take  charge  of  their  vote." 

Organizers  said  they  also  want  to  bring  more  Indian  people  to  polling 
place  by  having  voter  registration  drives  and  taking  people  to  the  polls. 

"Our  voter  turnout  is  pathetic,"  said  Robin  Mayes,  chairman  of  the 
Cherokee  National  Party.  "In  our  last  tribal  election  only  11  percent 
voted,  therefore  we  allow  a small  group  to  run  everything  while  the  average 
Cherokee  doesn't  vote  and  doesn't  get  what  he  wants  or  need  from 
government . " 

Organizers  of  the  meeting  had  previously  presented  the  Cherokee 
government  with  resignation  petitions  containing  nearly  10,000  signatures. 

The  petitions  asked  for  the  resignation  of  Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd  [1, 
078  signatures].  Deputy  Principal  Chief  Garland  Eagle  [1,000  signatures], 
and  eight  council  members  of  the  Cherokee  Council,  including  Bill  Baker 
[874  signatures],  Don  Crittenden  [858  signatures]  Harley  Terrell  [862 
signatures],  Dora  Mae  Watie  [838  signatures],  Barbara  [Mitchell]  Conness 
[842  signatures],  Charles  Hoskins  [806  signatures],  Mary  Cooksey  [786 
signatures],  and  Sam  Ed  Bush  [774  signatures]. 

"These  petitions  were  of  no  legal  authority,"  said  less  Bryant.  "We 
wanted  to  show  our  leaders  that  they  must  answer  to  the  people  they 
represent  and  these  petitions  show  how  the  Cherokee  people  are  feeling." 

Each  petition  contained  more  signatures  than  the  council  members 
received  in  votes  when  they  were  elected,  said  Bryant.  "With  the 
exception  of  the  Chief  and  Harley  Terrell,  neither  of  whom  were  elected  to 
their  positions,"  he  added. 

Another  petition  has  begun  circulating  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  may 
have  more  of  a legal  effect  on  the  Byrd  administration. 

George  Wickliffe,  president  of  the  Kenwood  Cherokee  Community 
Representative  Organization  [KCCRO],  and  a former  candidate  for  Principal 
Chief,  has  begun  circulating  an  initiative  petition  calling  for  the 
impeachment  of  both  Hoe  Byrd  and  Garland  Eagle. 

"We  want  a government  that  is  accountable  to  the  people,"  said 
Wickliffe.  "Our  leadership  is  out  of  control  and  the  people  must  take 
action  to  restore  order.  This  petition,  like  tribal  laws  and  the 
constitution,  may  be  ignored  by  Doe  Byrd,  but  we  must  try,  at  least  we 
tried . " 

Wickliffe  is  referring  to  statements  made  by  Byrd  at  a Stilwell 
Community  meeting.  When  asked  if  he  would  call  an  election  to  allow  the 
people  to  vote  on  him,  he  said  he  would  not  because  he  didn't  think  he  had 
done  anything  wrong  to  warrant  such  actions. 

In  spite  of  Byrd's  threat  to  refuse  to  call  an  election,  petitioners 
continue  to  gather  signatures,  saying  they  are  seeking  10,000  individual 
signatures . 

"$30,000  Cherokees  will  have  copies  of  the  petition  within  the  next  few 
weeks  and  they  will  speak  their  mind  by  signing  the  petition,"  announced 
Linda  Turnbull  Lewis. 

For  more  information  concerning  the  League  of  Cherokee  Voters  meeting, 
or  the  Initiative  [Impeachment]  Petition,  call  (918)  458-9322. 
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IN  VIOLATION  OF  COURT  ORDERS 

NEWLY  APPOINTED  CNE  BOARD  FIRES  CANTRELL  AND  REINSTATES  HOLDERBY 

During  a brief  state  of  the  nation  address,  Cherokee  Nation  Principal 
Chief  Doe  Byrd  asked  the  full  tribal  council  to  approve  his  appointees  to 
the  Cherokee  Nation  Enterprises  Board. 

CNE ' s previous  board,  which  included  Byrd,  was  vacated  by  the  tribe's 
highest  court,  the  Dudicial  Appeals  tribunal  on  April  10,  when  they  ruled 
that  neither  the  principal  chief  nor  members  of  the  tribal  council  could 
sit  on  the  board.  Byrd,  Cherokee  Nation  Secretary-Treasurer  Dennie 
Battles,  Tribal  Councilors  Bill  Baker  and  Charles  Floskin,  and  Derry 
Holderby  served  on  the  board.  The  tribunal  also  ordered  the  chief  to 
appoint  a new  board. 

Flolderby  had  earlier  resigned  from  the  board  and  had  taken  the  position 
of  CEO  of  the  tribe's  biggest  money  maker  but  was  replaced  by  the  previous 
CEO  Gerald  Cantrell  after  he  was  reinstated  by  the  tribunal  through  an 
appeal  also  on  April  10.  Article  XII  of  the  Cherokee  Constitution  allows 
tribal  employees  due  process  after  they  are  fired  including  a hearing  by 
the  tribunal. 

Cantrell  filed  the  appeal  citing  that  the  CNE  board  members  were  serving 
illegally,  and  therefore  his  termination  was  void.  Cantrell  alleged  he 
was  fired  in  early  February.  The  CNE  board  members  maintained  he  offered 
an  oral  resignation. 

Byrd  appointed  Marlene  Stites  of  Sallisaw,  owner  of  Southwest  Home 
Health;  Bob  Berry  of  Tahlequah,  owner  of  Tri-B  Nursery;  Bob  Mayfield  of 
Hulbert,  owner  of  Tower  Technology,  Inc.;  David  Thornton  of  Gore, 
superintendent  of  Tenkiller  State  Park;  and  Harold  Ray  "Sam"  Hart  of 
Tahlequah,  owner  of  Hart  Funeral  Home,  to  the  board  of  CNE. 

Thirteen  of  the  councilors  voted  in  favor  of  the  chief's  appointees  for 
a period  of  60  days.  During  that  time,  background  information  will  be 
provided  to  the  council.  Councilor  Troy  Wayne  Poteete  voted  against  the 
appointments,  and  Councilor  Nick  Lay  abstained  from  voting. 

Dust  two  weeks  following  their  appointment  and  in  contravention  of  the 
orders  of  the  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  the  newly  appointed  board  fired 
Gerald  Cantrell  and  reinstated  Derry  Holderby,  who  had  been  determined  to 
be  ineligible  for  employment  with  the  company  due  to  a two  year  moratorium 
on  employment  by  board  members. 

According  to  one  of  the  board  members  who  asked  to  remain  unnamed,  the 
new  board  members  were  told  to  "get  rid  of  Cantrell  as  quickly  as  possible. 

The  board  members  said  he  was  concerned  at  making  the  decision  so 
quickly,  but  was  told  the  business  was  in  jeopardy  and  there  was  no  court 
to  supervise  them  any  way. 

When  he  was  asked  about  the  investigations  into  special  deals  made  by 
Holderby  and  other  top  executives  at  CNE  with  a company  know  as  Megamania, 
the  board  members  said  he  was  told  those  stories  were  "fabricated  by 
Cantrell  to  get  at  Doe  Byrd  and  to  discredit  Holderby." 

According  to  a letter  written  by  Gerald  Cantrell  to  the  National  Indian 
Gaming  Commission,  the  investigation  was  launched  because  of  the  fact  that 
the  books  at  the  Bingo's  did  not  coincide  with  the  books  of  Megamania. 
Cantrell  said  he  had  informed  the  National  Indian  Gaming  Commission  of  the 
problems  and  had  turned  over  the  information  to  the  FBI. 

Other  problems  have  surfaced  at  CNE  following  an  investigation  by 
Cantrell.  Nearly  $60,000  is  missing  from  the  Cherokee  Nation  Outpost 
Convenience  stores.  According  to  a report  by  a local  auditing  firm,  there 
are  no  controls  on  the  intake  of  cash  at  the  convenience  stores. 

The  report  shows  that  there  were  no  controls  in  place  at  either  store. 

The  report  shows  that  the  staff  never  reconciled  the  sales  of  gas  at  the 
pump  with  the  records  in  their  inside  console  and  compared  to  the  sales 
recorded  in  the  cash  register.  A source  inside  the  Outposts  said,  "We 
were  told  by  Andy  Dreadfulwater  and  Mike  Watkins  to  'write  losses  off  to 
sale  or  charge  it  to  cash  on  hand.'" 

Accounting  guidelines  for  the  stores  state  there  should  not  be  anymore 
than  $1,500  in  cash  on  hand.  However,  said  the  source,  "Both  of  the 


stores  routinely  logged  around  $8,000  in  cash  on  hand,  but  that's  not  how 
much  we  really  had.  Usually  we  had  less  than  the  $1,500." 

Other  sloppy  and  potentially  criminal  bookkeeping  errors  began  to  mount 
according  to  the  report  and  Cantrell  was  about  to  reveal  these  to  the 
Council  and  the  Tribunal  when  he  was  terminated. 

The  report  also  said  that  the  stores  cash  on  hand  was  kept  in  a portable 
"fire-proof"  box  like  the  kind  purchased  from  Wal-Mart.  The  source  said 
the  box  could  have  been  walked  out  the  door  by  anyone  who  knew  it  was 
there,  we're  very  lucky." 
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Date:  Thu,  05  Dun  1997  17:54:29  -0500 
From:  Valerie  Lovelace  <satt@mn . uswest . net> 

To:  president@whitehouse.gov 
Sub j : URGENT  REQUEST 

UUCP  email 

6 Dune  1997 

Dear  Mr.  President, 

As  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  a condition  of  horrible  wrong  exists  in  this, 
our  great  country,  that  you  can  correct  with  a simple  flair  of  your  pen. 

For  twenty  years,  presidents  of  this  country  have  neglected  the  problem, 
failed  to  respond  to  public  outcry  over  the  indecency  and  unfairness  of 
this  situation.  It  continued  on  in  your  first  administration,  and  it 
continues  now... today,  Mr.  President,  because  you  are  either  unaware  of 
its  seriousness,  don't  care  about  its  consequences,  or  are  ill-advised 
by  your  aides.  I would  like  to  think  that  it  is  the  latter  reason. 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  of  Leonard  Peltier?  An  honorable  man,  with  an 
honorable  past,  who  remains  in  prison  because  his  skin  is  not  the  right 
color.  A man  who  remains  in  prison  because  he  is  outside  the  comfort 
zone  of  the  American  Government  who  placed  him  there  for  crimes  he  did 
not  commit.  A man  whose  supposed  "accomplices"  were  exonerated.  A man 
accused  and  sentenced  for  a crime  it  is  known  by  his  own  accusers  he  did 
not  commit. 

Mr.  President,  I urge  you  to  ask,  demand,  that  the  FBI  explain  to  you 
how  it  was  that  Mr.  Peltier  came  to  be  accused.  I would  ask  you  to 
demand  of  all  the  law  enforcement  agencies  involved  in  that  case  to 
prove  their  methods.  Finally,  Mr.  President,  I would  ask  you,  for  the 
sake  of  the  People  of  this  country,  for  the  sake  of  the  many  family 
members,  friends,  and  supporters  of  Mr.  Peltier,  and  lastly  for  the 
sake  of  our  nation,  that  you  grant  clemency  to  Mr.  Peltier. 

He  has  suffered  plenty  for  the  comfort  zone  of  our  government.  He  has 
suffered  plenty  for  the  grave  wrong-doings  of  law-enforcement. 

I ask  you  to  take  this  matter  into  your  personal  consideration  because 
it  is  the  right  thing  to  do.  If  the  law  is  to  be  enforced,  then  let  it 
be  enforced.  The  law  says  that  a man  is  innocent  until  proven  guilty. 

I anxiously  await  your  reply,  Mr.  President. 


With  Respect  and  Honor, 


Valerie  Lovelace 
1873  Iglehart  Avenue 
St.  Paul,  MN  55104 

"RE : Tribute  to  Yellowstone  Buffalo"  

Date:  7 Dun  1997  22:00:11  GMT 

From:  mosa@rapidnet.com  (Rebecca  Lord) 

Sub j : Tribute  to  Yellowstone  Buffalo 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  6 Dune  1997  14:33:01  -0700 

From:  indianuprising@mcn.net  (Gloria  Wells-Norlin) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

[I've  been  asked  to  forward  the  following  by  One  People-One  Nation 
and  am  honored  to  do  so.  -Rebecca  Michele] 

The  Buffalo  are  Calling 

Once  again  another  of  our  dwindling  National  Treasures  is  in  urgent  need 
of  help.  As  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo  continue  to  die,  at  least  one  group  of 
individuals  are  "rising  up"  in  active  response  to  the  extremely 
disturbing  situation  facing  one  of  the  last  vestige  of  the  once  great 
North  American  Buffalo  population. 

Spiritually  motivated,  and  with  great  hope,  "One  People  One  Nation",  a 
recently  formed  non-profit  organization  - will  sponsor  a major  art  show 
and  sale  to  be  held  at  the  Emerson  Cultural  Center,  111  S Grand  Ave., 
Bozeman,  MT.  beginning  August  8th  and  running  through  August  30th.  Many 
artists  have  agreed  to  donate  all  proceeds  while  others  have  planned  to 
donate  a percentage  to  the  effort. 

The  goal  is  to  re-establish  Buffalo  herd  population  to  the  Native  Lands. 
Funds  are  needed  to  assist  with  building  the  quarantine  facility, 
transportation,  possible  purchase,  vaccination  services  and  general  care 
provisions  for  the  Buffalo. 

Fine  artists  stepping  forward  to  donate  works  of  their  own  for  the 
furtherance  of  this  most  pressing  and  worthy  cause  include,  Ernie  Pepion, 
Dessica  Zemski,  Dack  Hines,  Nancy  Glazier,  Bruce  Contway,  and  we  have  the 
support  of  Mr. and  Mrs.  Howard  Terpining.  The  upcoming  show  and  sale  named 
"Tribute  to  Yellowstone  Buffalo",  and  will  open  August  8th  at  6:00  P.M. 
with  a reception  in  the  Weaver  Community  Room. 

Gloria  Wells-Norlin,  a local  Native  American  Artist  and  Gallery  owner, 
is  launching  the  movement  to  bring  the  Buffalo  back  to  Native  Lands. 
Wells-Norlin  has  spent  a great  deal  of  time  over  the  past  three  years 
working  with  the  Department  of  Livestock  to  establish  a network  of 
concerned  individuals  and  organizations  across  the  United  States  to  bring 
about  the  best  possible  use  for  the  Buffalo  that  wandered  outside  the 
Yellowstone  National  Park  boundaries.  As  a result,  Buffalo  meat  has  been 
distributed  to  food  banks,  shelters,  senior  centers,  churches,  and  Native 
Lands  through  the  United  States.  Many  Summer 

Ceremonies  will  be  honored  with  the  "Gifts  of  the  Buffalo".  The  Greater 
Yellowstone  Coalition,  Sierra  Club,  Big  Sky  Indian  Alliance,  Career 
Transitions,  and  the  Museum  of  the  Rockies  have  offered  assistance  in 
this  worthy  cause.  Also  promising  participation  are  the  Governor's 
Office,  Native  Nations,  and  the  Native  American  Fish  and  Wildlife  Society. 

Native  Prophecies  are:  "When  the  Buffalo  return  to  our  people,  our 
Spirits  will  rise  up  as  before".  Your  support  is  welcome  and  will  be 
considered  of  great  value  in  restoring  this  once  thought  lost  National 
Asset  to  their  original  glory. 

For  more  information  please  call:  406-586-5831,  fax:  406-587-5998,  e. 
mail  indianuprising@mcn.net  (note  new  e.mail  address)  address:lll  S. Grand 
#104,  Bozeman,.  Mt.  59715 

Instead  of  complaining  about  what  has  happened  why  not  make  efforts  to 
support  change!!  Aho! 
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"When  we  walk  upon  Mother  Earth,  we  always  plant  our  feet  carefully 

because  we  know  the  faces  of  our  future  generations  are  looking 

up  at  us  from  beneath  the  ground.  We  never  forget  them." 

-Oren  Lyons,  Onondaga  Nation 
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Rebecca  Michele  Lord  * http://www.ratical.com/  * mosa@rapidnet.com 
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"RE : Joining  the  American  Indian  Movement"  

Date:  Sun,  8 Dun  1997  22:59:48  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  "Leo  Chavez,  Dr"  <cchavez@Colorado. EDU> 

Sub j : Joining  the  American  Indian  Movement... 

UUCP  email 
Hello ! 

Several  months  ago  I promised  to  post  list  of  AIM  chapters  around  the 
nation  given  to  me  by  Glenn  Morris  and  Russell  Means  has  referred  people  to 
me.  When  I first  joined  AIM  I soon  realize  that  AIM  was  fractured  into 
what  we  know  as  National  AIM  and  the  Confederacy  of  Free  Chapters.  For 
me,  I have  respect  for  both  organization  and  for  any  organization  that 
knows  how  to  shake  the  hands  of  those  who  cook  their  meal.  I decided  that 
I really  do  not  take  sides.  So  I offer  you  this  list.  I hope  you 
distributed  to  as  many  people  as  possible.  The  list  follows  this  letter. 
This  is  where  I take  a stand.  Russ  and  I tend  to  see  things  eye  to  eye 
on  pretty  much  everything.  Where  we  part  is  his  Golden  Eagle/Bald  Eagle 
Theory.  You  will  know  what  I mean  when  you  read  the  book.  If  there  is  a 
stunning  female  that  I think  is  a great  person,  I do  not  give  a damn  what 
background  she  is  from.  Because  at  the  time,  there  is  something  in  the 
air  that  you  try  to  learn  to  miss  but  the  road  leads  onto  glory  and  you 
may  missed  your  last  chance.  I have  been  down  that  road  way  too  many 
times.  It  is  a very  lonely  road.  After  being  involved  with  AIM  and 
"white  mans' s"  institution,  I have  come  to  a conclusion.  This  is  how  I 
came  to  it:  First,  I was  told  that  ALL  my  problems  were  my  fault.  So,  I 
blamed  myself.  Second,  I was  told  that  ALL  my  problems  were  the  white 
man's  fault.  So,  I blamed  the  white  man.  However,  that  picture  is  most 
incomplete.  After  reading  tens  of  thousands  of  books,  I did  see  a 
correlation.  That  correlation  was  government  institutions  and  religion 
(more  so  Christianity).  These  two  factions  go  hand  and  hand.  When  doing 
a world  wide  study,  one  does  not  have  to  be  white  to  control  and  exploit 
these  institutions.  At  the  micro  level  and  my  personal  experiences,  it 
was  white  people  that  gave  me  a helping  hand  when  I most  needed  it. 

When  I went  to  Hispanic  ORGANIZATIONS,  they  told  me  that  I did  not  go 
through  the  "barrio"  experience,  therefor  I was  unworthy  of  aid.  Even  on 
a few  occasions  they  told  me  my  GPA  is  too  high!  When  I was  with  CO  AIM 
I notice  a paradox.  There  were  a lot  of  good  people  there  that  meant  well 
but  they  made  a good  organization  into  a pissing  circle.  Some  people  in 
that  group  had  this  blood  quantum  approach  to  reliability.  They  would  rip 
on  Full-Bloods  with  Non-Indian  wives.  They  did  not  want  to  think  in 
different  ways  to  accomplish  a goal.  They  wanted  to  jump  the  gun.  Some 
of  these  people  that  Russ  holds  dear  to  his  heart  would  rip  on  him.  I 
started  to  ask,  "Why?"  These  people  who  were  engaging  in  the  above 
activities  are  "trapped"  in  what  I call  the  silver-spoon  activist  paradox. 
The  the  silver-spoon  activist  paradox  is  not  so  much  evil  as  it  is 
counter-productive.  These  people  are  Mixed  or  Full-Bloods  that  busted 
their  tails  in  America's  institution  so  that  they  can  help  their  people. 
They  face  a double  edge  sword  of  discrimination.  The  first  edge  is  the 
discrimination  that  is  suffered  from  not  being  a wealthy,  white  male. 
However,  the  second  discrimination  they  face  is  from  their  own  people. 

They  are  chastised  for  not  growing  up  on  a reservation  or  not 
experiencing  the  ghetto  experience  and  at  times  for  succeeding  in  American 
in  an  unorthodox  manner.  These  people  who  devoted  their  academic  and 
working  careers  to  help,  find  themselves  in  a "Movement  Purgatory." 

These  people  take  their  anger  that  was  placed  on  them  and  displace  it  on 


people  who  want  to  help,  which  burns  bridges  and  make  potential  and 
powerful  allies  feel  like  crap.  Their  anger  is  compounded  by  the 
consequential  incident  that  they  were  not  around  or  born  during  big 
movement  uprises  to  call  for  justice.  Such  people  like  Russ,  Noam  Chomsky 
and  the  unknown  activist  that  were  involved  in  these  shift  in  society, 
the  SP  activists  look  up  to  them  but  also  despises  them  for  not  being 
there.  It  is  not  their  fault  for  not  being  there.  It  is  a circumstance 
of  chance.  With  this  anger  built  up,  they  are  close  minded  to  new  ideas. 
They  have  a set  schema  of  how  thing  should  be  and  lose  focus  of  the 
economic  realities  they  initially  were  trying  to  deal  with.  They  thirst 
for  the  action  of  the  past  and  end  up  not  hearing  those  in  need.  These 
people  need  to  be  open  to  new  ideas  and  allies  because  there  needs  to  be 
no  more  turning  away.  After  my  experience  with  these  episodes,  I decided 
that  I will  do  things  that  I feel  will  benefit  a cause  in  my  own  way.  If 
people  want  to  join  me,  great.  If  people  do  not  want  to  join  me,  so  be 
it.  Everyone  has  a right  to  question  the  intentions  about  a person's 
motive  but  no  one  has  the  right  to  think  they  know  it  all  and  they  are  all 
knowing.  I am  glad  I do  not  know  it  all  because  if  I did,  that  would  be 
one  hell  of  a responsibility.  With  this  said,  I recently  discovered  what 
women  (of  all  backgrounds)  had  to  offer  to  the  world.  It  is  wonderful 
folks.  It  is  something  I cannot  describe.  From  their  music  to  their 
smile,  it  is  wonderful.  I am  not  personally  involved  with  a woman  but 

they  have  a lot  to  offer.  If  there  is  anything  to  be  learned  from  what  I 

have  said  that  is  choose  your  own  battles  and  fight  it  with  all  your 
might.  Do  not  go  into  it  with  prejudices  because  (as  I have  learned)  your 
mistaken  enemy  maybe  your  best  friend.  When  you  decided  your  chosen  path, 
the  wind  will  blow  with  you,  it  will  blow  against  you,  it  will  rain  and 
replenish  you,  it  will  rain  and  slow  you,  the  sun  will  warm  you,  the  sun 
will  drain  you,  but  no  matter  what  way  these  elements  will  shape  you.  If 
you  choose  to  continue  on  the  road,  you  will  be  well  shaped  and  will  have 
no  regrets.  I have  recently  chosen  this  road  with  it's  ups  and  down's  and 
I may  not  be  the  wealthiest  person  on  Earth  but  life  is  great!  This  is 
coming  from  a person  that  had  to  live  on  the  streets  for  some  days  and 
from  a person  who  had  a dad  that  beat  the  hell  out  of  him  and  told  him 

that  the  only  reason  he  had  me  was  so  he  could  have  a tax  deduction,  if  he 

would  have  known  I was  an  economic  burden,  he  would  force  my  mom  to  abort 
me.  Go  out  there  and  explore  because  even  though  we  may  "discover"  we 
really  do  not  because  someone  or  something  was  there  before  and  left 
something  there  for  us  learn. 

Remember,  people  and  things  are  not  relative  to  you,  you  are  relative  to 
them. 

Read : 

"Where  White  Men  to  Fear"  by  Russell  Means  (http://www.russellmeans.com/) 
"Manufacturing  Consent"  by  Noam  Chomsky 
"Lies  My  Teacher  Told  Me"  by  Dames  Loewen 
"Suicide  Blonde"  by  Darcey  Steinke 

books  by  Patricial  Limerick,  Djuna  Barnes,  Georges  Bataille,  Marguerite 
Duras,  Vine  Deloria,  Dr.,  and  the  countless  others  that  you  have  heard 
about  but  never  got  to. 

Listen  to: 

Traditional  Music  from  all  backgrounds 

Pink  Floyd 

Natalie  Merchant 

Danis  Ian 

U2 

Maria  McKee 

All  female  artist  you  can. 

When  faced  with  a problem,  ask: 

What  is  the  problem? 

What  do  I know  about  the  problem? 

What  is  the  problem  asking? 


What  am  I giving? 


Remember : 

The  worst  thing  a person  can  tell  to  you  is,  "No!"  If  you  can  walk  away, 
you  have  the  world  by  its  tail. 

In  the  long  run  you're  dead. 

If  people  engage  in  socially  destructive  behavior,  stop  them  and  teach 
them  for  they  are  you. 

Please  include  the  prior  letter  with  the  list  when  you  distribute  it. 


Thanx. . . 

AIM  List: 

Northern  California: 

Bobby  Castillo 
3145  Geary  Blvd. 

#517 

San  Fransico,  California  94118 
(415)  386-4373 

Colorado-Denver : 

Glenn  Morris 
PO  BOX  481593 
Denver,  Colorado  80248 
(303)  871-0463 

Colorado-Springs  From  the  Earth: 
PO  BOX  221 

Ignacio,  Colorado  81137 

Dakota-Wounded  Knee: 

Garry  Roland 
PO  BOX  293 

Porcupine,  South  Dakota  57772 

Michele  Means 
BOX  153 

Porcupine,  South  Dakota  57772 

Montana-Wraps  His  Tail: 

Kennard  Red  Bird 
Box  5 

Garry  Owem,  Montana  59031 
Ohio: 

Robert  Roche 
2012  W.  25th  St 
Suite  515 

Cleveland,  Ohio  44113 
(216)  641-8685 
(216)  641-8600 

Oklahoma : 

NE  Oklahoma 
lokay  Dowell 
Rte . 1 
Box  17 

Talequah,  Oklahoma  74464 
(918)  458-5804 

NW  Oklahoma 
David  Hill 
Rte.  1 
Box  375 


Pennsylvania : 

Kenny  Kane 

3258  Eastmont  Avenue 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania  15216 
(412)  343-9005 

Michigan : 

Donna  Hernandea 
7335  Hayden  Rd . 

Detroit,  Michigan  48228 
(313)  441-9585 

Cliff  Alley-Curry 
7063  Brewer  NE 
Rockford,  Michigan  49341 

Virginia : 

Fred  Sigmund 
1420  Bartlett  Rd. 

Richmond,  Virginia  23231 
(804)  222-8429 

New  Mexico: 

Lessert  More-Spiritual  Advisor 
(505)  343-1041 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Canada : 

Treaty  Six 

Confederation  of  Treaty  Six 
Suite  600 
10025  106th  St. 

Edmontin,  Alberta 

Canada 

T5D  1G4 

Livina  White-Elder 

PO  BOX  353  Masset 

Haidagwaii,  BC 

Canada 

VOT  1M0 

(604)  626-5136 

Sunni  Hunt 
Apt.  106 
1823  Tender  St. 

Vancover,  BC 
Canada 
V51  1W6 
(604)  251-3836 


Sasakwa,  Oklahoma  74867 
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It  is  better  to  have  less  thunder  in  the  mouth, 
and  more  lightning  in  the  hand. 

AIM 

Leo  Chavez 


RE:  Moisie  River  Alert 


Date:  Fri,  06  Dun  1997  09:20:59  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Native  Forest  Network-ENA  <nfnena@igc.apc.org> 
Sub j : Moisie  River  Alert  (Canada) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


ALERT  FROM  FRIENDS  OF  NITASSINAN 
POB  804  BURLINGTON  VT  05402  USA 

"Our  people  travelled  up  the  Moisie  into  the  interior.  With  this  dam,  the 
port  of  entry  to  our  culture  will  be  closed.  The  diversions  they  have 
planned  will  mean  the  annihilation  of  all  the  Creator  has  given  us."-- 
Evelyn  St.  Onge,  Innu  from  Mani  Utenam 

"The  decision  to  go  ahead  with  the  diversions  constitutes  the  biggest 
experiment  in  the  field  of  Atlantic  salmon  that  has  ever  been  undertaken 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  with  all  of  the  risks  inherent  in  it. 

If  we  are  not  able  as  a society  to  preserve  the  Moisie  as  it  is,  what 
river  in  Quebec  deserves  to  be  so  preserved?"  --Association  for  the 
Protection  of  the  Moisie  river 

ACTION  ALERT  MISHTA  SHIPU  (MOISIE  RIVER):  KEEP  IT  WILD 

Hydro  Quebec  is  proceeding  with  its  plans  to  divert  the  Pekan  and  Carheil 
Rivers,  tributaries  of  the  Moisie  River. 

In  1994,  HQ's  proposal  to  divert  the  rivers  into  the  St.  Marguerite  as 
part  of  the  St.  Marguerite  3 (SM3)  hydro-electric  project,  was  not 
approved  by  the  government.  HQ  was  told  to  conduct  further  studies  on  the 
potential  impacts  of  the  river  diversions  on  the  Moisie  Salmon. 

HQ  has  completed  its  two-year  studies  and  submitted  them  to  a 
government-appointed  Commission.  The  Commission  has  concluded  that  the 
diversions  will  not  affect  the  salmon. 

The  SM3  project  was  the  first  HQ  project  to  go  through  public  hearings. 
Now  HQ  is  attempting  to  remove  the  debate  from  the  public  sphere,  to 
confine  it  to  a team  of  government-appointed  "experts"  behind  closed 
doors,  and  to  secret  negotiations  with  the  Mani  Utneam  /Uashat  Band 
Council . 

The  government's  authorization  is  imminent.  Meanwhile  HQ  has  begun 
negotiations  with  the  Uashat/Mani  Utenam  Band  Council  for  the  "completion 
of  the  SM3  project  which  has  already  been  approved." 

The  Band  Council  is  conducting  these  negotiations  in  spite  the 
opposition  from  the  community.  This  is  the  same  Band  Council  who  placed  a 
thirty-year  injunction  over  the  community,  prohibiting  any  form  of 
opposition  to  its  own  power  or  to  the  SM3  project. 

HQ  expects  the  negotiations  to  be  completed  within  45  days  of  the 
government's  authorization  for  the  diversions. 

Meanwhile,  construction  of  the  SM3  project--including  the  river 
diversions--  is  proceeding  on  schedule. 

The  Deadline  for  comments  regarding  the  Moisie  Salmon  Study  is  DUNE  15. 
Enclosed  is  a copy  of  our  letter  to  the  Quebec  government.  Please  use  it 
as  a sample  letter;  FAX  your  letters  right  away  to: 

Environmental  Assessment  of 
Industrial  and  HydroSystem  Projects 
675  Rene  Levesque  Blvd.  East 


Marie-Guyart  Building 

Quebec  City  Quebec  G1R  547 

(tel:  418-521-3933)  fax:  418-644-8222 

Dune  4,  1997 

M.  Minister, 

We  are  writing  to  express  our  alarm  and  indignation  over  Hydro  Quebec's 
intentions  to  divert  the  Pekan  and  Carheil  rivers,  tributaries  of  the 
world  famous  Moisie  River.  A decision  by  the  Province  of  Quebec  to 
approve  this  diversion  scheme  would  go  against  world  opinion  and  would 
subvert  the  Environmental  Assessment  process--the  first  in  HQ's  history- 
- in  which  all  sectors  of  the  public  condemned  the  proposal. 

In  1995  Hydro  Quebec  agreed  to  modify  the  SM3  project,  in  response  to 
the  public's  opposition  to  the  diversion  scheme.  At  the  time,  the  Quebec 
government  claimed  that  this  modification  alone  would  bring  the  SM3 
project  into  compliance  with  public  opinion  and  particularly,  with  the 
conclusions  of  the  environmental  review  board  (BAPE).  While  the  BAPE 
recommended  that  the  Pekan  and  Carheil  rivers  not  be  diverted,  HQ's 
compliance  with  this  recommendation  was  the  only  concession  to  the 
Board's  many  criticisms  of  the  SM3  proposal.  Other  concerns,  and  they  are 
by  no  means  minor,  have  been  ignored. 

First,  HQ's  energy  demand  forecasting  was  judged  to  be  faulty;  HQ  has 
failed  to  prove  that  there  is  any  need  for  yet  another  giant  electric- 
producing  facility.  Furthermore,  the  Board  concluded  that  HQ's  EIS  was 
incomplete,  and  that  before  the  project  is  authorized  , HQ  should  conduct 
a number  of  additional  studies.  Among  them:  studies  on  the  cumulative 
effects  of  all  existing  dam  projects  in  the  North  shore  region  as  a 
whole;  studies  of  the  effects  of  transmission  lines;  and  further  studies 
on  the  impacts  on  the  natural  environment,  on  human  health  and  on  the 
social  fabric.  The  Board  also  noted  HQ's  Moisie  salmon  studies  were 
grossly  inadequate  and  recommended  that  the  Moisie  diversions  not  be 
approved . 

HQ  recently  submitted  a new  short-sighted,  two-year  study  of  the  Moisie 
salmon  impacts  to  the  government-appointed  Moisie  Salmon  Commission.  The 
Commission  has  concluded  the  impacts  would  be  insignificant.  We  would 
like  to  challenge  these  conclusions. 

First,  how  can  changing  the  habitat  that  begun  with  the  last  ice  age  not 
have  significant  impacts  on  creatures  as  sensitive  to  changes  in  their 
particular  water  way  as  the  majestic  Atlantic  Salmon? 

HQ  has  still  not  conducted  a proper  study.  The  life  cycle  of  the  salmon 
is  seven  years,  not  two.  Any  study  on  the  life-cycle  of  the  Moisie  salmon 
short  of  a seven-year  study  is  inadequate. 

Third,  HQ  has  used  the  Snake  River  in  Idaho  as  a model  for  "regulated 
flow"  management.  The  historic  salmon  runs  of  the  Snake  River  are  a thing 
of  the  past.  As  a model,  it  is  a model  of  failure,  not  success.  In  fact, 
the  Snake  River  Sockeye  has  recently  been  declared  endangered  by  the  US 
Fish  and  Wildlife--  primary  cause:  hydro-electric  dams. 

And  finally,  the  Innu  people,  who  have  never  signed  a treaty  or  ceded 
their  land  to  any  government,  are  intricately  connected  to  the  Moisie  and 
its  salmon.  It  is  the  Innu's  "Great  River"  and  to  risk  the  return  of  the 
Salmon  to  the  river  is  to  gamble  away  the  survival  of  the  Innu's  unique 
and  age-old  culture. 

The  SM3  project  was  the  first  Hydro  Quebec  project  to  go  through  public 
hearings.  Now  HQ  is  attempting  to  remove  the  debate  from  the  public 
sphere  and  to  confine  it  to  a team  of  government-appointed  "experts" 
behind  closed  doors,  and  to  secret  negotiations  with  the  Mani  Utneam 
/Uashat  Band  Council.  The  352-page  BAPE  report,  in  which  the  testimony  of 
Innu,  recreationists,  biologists,  environmentalists  and  other  sectors  of 
the  public,  as  well  as  the  government-appointed  review  panel,  thoroughly 
critiqued  HQ's  claims  that  the  Moisie  salmon  would  remain  undisturbed  by 
the  diversions,  has  apparently  been  tossed  aside. 

We  urge  you  to  suspend  authorization  of  the  SM3  project,  as  the  BAPE 
recommended,  until  the  impact  studies  suggested  by  the  Board  have  been 
completed,  and  until  the  modified  proposal  has  been  subject  to  public 
review.  We  also  urge  you  to  deny,  once  and  for  all,  authorization  of  any 
diversions  of  the  Moisie  or  its  tributaries  and  declare  the  Moisie  a 


World  Heritage  Site. 

To  tamper  with  this  great  river  --  the  jewel  of  the  province--  for  a 
mere  250  megawatts  would  be  worse  than  folly.  Keep  it  wild.  Let  it  be. 
We  look  forward  to  your  reply.  Sincerely, 


For  more  info  contact  the  FRIENDS  OF  NITASSINAN  POB  804 
Burlington  VT  05402  USA 


* Information  transferred  via--  * 

* Native  Forest  Network  (NFN)  * 

* Eastern  North  American  Resource  Center  * 

* POB  57  * 

* Burlington,  VT  05402  USA  * 

* Telephone:  (802)863-0571  * 

* Fax:  (802)863-2532  * 

* Email:  nfnena@igc.apc.org  * 

"RE : Looting  of  Indian  Artifacts" 

Date:  09  Hun  97  22:51:55  EDT 

From:  rod  whited  <103123. 2051@CompuServe.COM> 

Sub j : Looting  of  Indian  artifacts 

UUCP  email 
O'siyo  Night  Owl, 

I am  attaching  two  articles  that  was  printed  in  Monday  9 Dune  1997  The 
Huntsville  Times  newspaper.  These  two  copyrighted  articles  are  being 
submitted  for  your  consideration  with  the  consent  and  permission  of  The 
Huntsville  Times. 

Perhaps  these  articles  present  at  least  the  possibility  that  some  effort, 
however  seemingly  small,  is  being  made  to  enforce  some  Federal  laws 
protecting  sacred  sites.  I find  it  interesting  that  the  difficulty  and 
frustrations  that  law  enforcement  officers  face  in  enforcing  these  laws  is 
also  presented. 

>>>> > COPY  OF  ARTICLES  ATTACHED  < <<<< 

Federal  agents  try  to  halt  looting  of  Indian  artifacts 
By  DAVID  HOLDEN 

The  Huntsville  Times  Staff  Writer 

To  passers-by,  Rickey  David  McBride  and  Wayne  E.  McBride  might  have 
looked  like  two  guys  enjoying  a swim  in  the  shallow  water  of  the  Raccoon 
Creek  Wildlife  Management  Area  at  Guntersville  Lake. 

But  federal  authorities  say  they  videotaped  the  McBrides,  cousins  from 
Section,  digging  into  the  river  bank  and  harvesting  artifacts  left  by 
long-dead  Native  Americans. 

In  a separate  but  similar  case,  officers  with  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  say  they  caught  Richard  Molden  II  on  the  Wheeler  Wildlife  Refuge 
near  Decatur  with  a metal  detector  in  his  hands  and  arrowheads  and 
projectile  points  in  his  pockets.  More  artifacts,  they  say,  were  found  in 
his  vehicle.  It  was  the  fourth  time  they  had  caught  Molden  removing 
artifacts  from  the  refuge,  officers  said. 

The  McBrides  and  Molden  have  been  charged  with  violating  the 
Archaeological  Resources  Protection  Act  that  Congress  adopted  in  1979.  The 
federal  law  was  designed  to  protect  ancient  artifacts  on  federal,  native 
American  and,  in  some  cases,  private  land. 

Alabama  laws  - the  Burial  Act  of  1993  and  the  Antiquities  Act  of  1915  - 
also  prohibit  grave  robbing  and  looting  historical  sites.  Native 
Americans  consider  the  burial  sites  of  their  ancestors  as  sacred  and  call 
those  who  disturb  them  desecrators. 

It  all  boils  down  to  greed, ' ' said  Bobby  Gillespie  of  Moulton,  chief  of 
the  Blue  Clan  of  the  Echota  Cherokee  of  Alabama.  People  today  don't 
respect  life.  If  they  don't  respect  life,  they  don't  respect  death. 

How  would  they  like  for  somebody  to  dig  up  their  grandmothers  to  get  the 


buttons  off  their  clothes?'1 

Looting  artifacts  from  federal  land  in  the  Tennessee  Valley  - one  of  the 
richest  areas  in  the  country  for  native  American  historical  sites  - is 
becoming  an  increasing  problem,  authorities  say.  And,  with  few  officers  to 
patrol  vast  areas,  looters  are  hard  to  catch. 

The  looters  take  advantage  of  the  lack  of  enforcement  manpower.  They 
also  disguise  their  activities  or  work  at  night.  And  they  know  the  law 
says  that  officers  basically  have  to  catch  them  in  the  act. 

They  keep  damaging  and  destroying  burial  sites  and  selling  artifacts  on 
the  black  market  to  foreign  collectors  because  it's  so  lucrative. 

Once  the  artifacts  and  historical  sites  are  gone,  they  are  gone  forever, 

" said  Rick  Kanaski,  a regional  biologist  for  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service. 

Before  the  Hopewell,  Cherokee,  Creek,  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  tribes  moved 
in,  people  whom  archaeologists  call  the  Archaic  Indians  roamed  the  fertile 
hills  and  valleys  of  this  region  from  7500  to  1000  B.C.  Game,  fruit, 
berries  and  nuts  were  plentiful  in  the  dense  forests.  Rivers  and  streams 
were  full  of  fish  and  mussels. 

It  was  paradise,  a Garden  of  Eden, ' ' said  Greg  Preston  of  Moulton,  a 
member  of  the  Blue  Clan.  Everything  they  needed  either  grew  or  walked  in 
the  woods  or  swam  in  the  river.'' 

In  the  Tennessee  Valley,  the  ancient  tribes  may  have  spent  only  three 
days  a week  gathering  food.  The  rest  of  their  time  was  devoted  to 
spiritual  pursuits. 

Mussels  were  "fast  food"  for  the  Archaic  Indians.  The  big  shellfish 
weren't  very  nourishing,  but  they  were  filling  and  readily  available. 

After  scooping  out  the  meat,  the  shells  were  dropped  on  the  spot,  Kanaski 
said . 

Centuries  passed  and  huge  piles  of  shells,  which  archaeologists  call 
shell  middens,  grew  higher  along  river  banks.  That's  how  Muscle  Shoals  got 
its  name, ' ' said  Carl  Sherer,  a Tennessee  Valley  Authority  Police 
investigator.  When  white  settlers  came  here  they  saw  all  the  mussel  shells 
in  the  shallow  water''  (although  the  eventual  spelling  of  the  city's  name 
took  a different  turn) . 

The  Archaic  Indians  wrapped  their  dead  in  animal  skins  and  usually 
buried  the  bodies  under  the  floors  of  their  shelters.  But  at  some  point, 
they  began  to  use  the  shell  piles  as  burial  places. 

Chemicals  in  the  shells  neutralized  the  acid  in  the  river  water  and 
served  as  a natural  preservative  and  protection  for  the  remains  and  the 
artifacts . 

They  are  good  time  capsules,''  Kanaski  said.  Among  the  shells  you  can 
find  materials  such  as  bones  of  people,  dogs  and  other  animals,  stone 
tools,  ceramics  and  pottery. ' ' Soil  erosion  and  the  natural  cycles  of  the 
river  covered  the  shells,  and  many  shell  middens  and  burial  sites  were 
submerged  when  reservoirs  were  created  in  the  area. 

But  when  water  levels  drop  along  the  river  banks,  shell  mounds  sometimes 
are  exposed.  Then,  like  Indiana  Hones,  modern  day  grave  robbers  raid  the 
shell  middens  for  ancient  treasures.  The  looters  are  literally  mining  the 
river  banks,''  Kanaski  said.  In  some  places,  they  will  dig  up  to  10  or  12 
feet  into  the  river  bank. ' ' 

Archaeologists  examine  artifacts  with  care  and  with  attention  to 
surrounding  soil  conditions,  pollen  and  other  clues  to  determine  how  the 
people  lived  and  adapted  to  their  environment.  But  grave  robbers  are  not 
concerned  with  the  history  surrounding  an  artifact,  Kanaski  said.  They 
churn  through  the  shells  and  turn  the  layers  of  time  into  useless  slush. 

Looters  take  what  they  want  and  leave  the  rest  like  litter  on  the  ground, 
said  Sherer,  the  TVA  investigator  for  Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Western 
Tennessee.  Looters  want  the  valuable  stuff  like  stone  axes,  pottery, 
knives  and  skulls,  and  don't  care  how  badly  they  trash  the  rest  of  the 
site. 

A lot  of  places  we  find  look  like  bomb  craters,''  he  said.  The 
plundering  is  taking  a toll  on  the  river,  Kanaski  said,  causing  the  river 
banks  and  trees  to  wash  away.  Some  islands  in  the  Tennessee  River  have 
disappeared  because  of  digging,  Sherer  said.  Seven-Mile  Island,  near 
Muscle  Shoals,  is  a favorite  spot  for  artifact  hunters  and  is  in  danger  of 


washing  away  soon,  he  said. 

Officials  divide  artifact  collectors  into  three  types: 

1)  People  who  spot  arrowheads  by  chance  and  pick  them  up. 

2)  Collectors  who  search  for  artifacts  as  a hobby. 

3)  Grave  robbers  who  are  trying  to  make  money. 

The  latter  category  is  growing  because  Indian  artifacts  are  hot  items  on 
the  international  market,  Sherer  said. 

The  reason  it  is  so  lucrative  is  foreign  collectors,  especially  those  in 
Japan,  pay  top  dollar  for  what  they  call  cowboy-and-Indian  artifacts, ' ' he 
said.  The  looters  here  might  get  $500  or  $600  for  a good  piece.  That  same 
piece  might  bring  $20,000  to  $30,000  in  Japan.'1 

Looters  ply  their  trade  secretly  to  stay  in  business.  Some  pretend  they 
are  diving  for  mussels  to  get  into  burial  sites  that  are  underwater.  Many 
of  them  are  also  involved  in  other  illegal  activities,  like  poaching, 
Sherer  said. 

A good  number  of  artifacts  that  show  up  at  local  flea  markets  may  have 
been  stolen  from  federal  land.  But  without  proof,  which  is  hard  to  come  by 
there  is  nothing  authorities  can  do.  And  thieves  have  a fertile  field 
since  more  than  2,000  native  American  historical  sites  have  been 
identified  in  North  Alabama  on  TVA  land  and  on  the  Wheeler  Wildlife  Refuge 

TVA  police  must  cover  hundreds  of  miles  of  shoreline  Tennessee  River 
from  Pickwick  Lake  to  Guntersville  Lake.  At  the  wildlife  refuge,  officers 
patrol  about  200  miles  of  shore  line.  It  is  impossible  to  be  everywhere  at 
once,  Sherer  said. 

Who  do  you  film  and  how  do  you  get  close  enough?'1  he  said.  I have  to  be 
able  to  testify  that  I saw  a defendant  in  a hole  digging. ' ' 

The  court  here  hears  about  a dozen  cases  from  this  area  every  year,  said 
Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  Harwell  Davis.  Lately,  cases  involving  artifacts 
taken  from  federal  lands  are  increasing,  he  said. 

I have  been  in  this  area  for  three  years,''  he  said.  The  first  year  we 
didn't  have  any  in  court.''  Officials  say  the  McBrides  were  videotaped 
during  several  weekends.  When  they  were  stopped  at  a boat  launch  near 
Guntersville  Lake,  officers  said,  they  found  several  hundred  arrowheads  in 
the  McBrides'  possession. 

The  McBrides  pleaded  guilty  in  federal  court  recently  to  digging  up  and 
removing  archaeological  resources  from  federal  land  without  a permit.  U.S 
Magistrate  Judge  Paul  Greene  ordered  them  to  pay  $650  each  in  restitution. 

So  far,  Molden  has  been  caught  on  the  refuge  four  times.  The  first  two 
times  he  was  given  a citation.  But  after  a third  violation,  federal 
officers  charged  Molden  with  taking  artifacts. 

He  was  waiting  for  trial  when  he  was  caught  the  fourth  time.  A federal 
jury  convicted  Molden  for  taking  artifacts  and  trespassing  into  an  area 
closed  to  him.  Greene  sentenced  him  to  90  days  for  taking  artifacts  and  30 
days  for  trespassing.  He  will  serve  the  two  sentences  concurrently. 

At  Molden ' s trial,  a psychologist  testified  that  Molden  knew  right  from 
wrong.  But  Molden,  who  must  drive  through  the  refuge  to  get  to  his  home, 
thought  the  federal  laws  and  the  rules  of  the  Wildlife  Refuge  were 
improper 

End  of  take/story 

About  the  law 

Under  a 1979  federal  law,  if  the  damage  to  a historical  site  does  not 
exceed  $500,  federal  authorities  can  charge  looters  with  a misdemeanor.  If 
convicted,  a looter  can  be  sentenced  to  a year  in  jail  and  fined  up  to 
$100,000  by  a federal  judge. 

If  damages  exceed  $500,  the  crime  becomes  a felony  that  can  net  a looter 
a maximum  fine  of  $250,000  and  up  to  two  years  in  prison.  A second  felony 
offense,  regardless  of  the  damage  amount,  can  lead  to  a $250,000  fine  and 
up  to  five  years  in  prison. 

The  government  has  other  tools  with  which  to  fight  artifact  thieves.  It 
can  seize  vehicles  or  tools  used  to  transport  and  dig  up  historical 
objects,  and  it  can  sue  looters  in  civil  court  for  the  archaeological  or 
commercial  value  of  stolen  artifacts  and  the  cost  of  restoring  the 
disturbed  historical  sites. 

The  federal  law  does  not  prohibit  people  from  picking  up  arrowheads 
found  on  the  ground,  although  officers  on  TVA  land  discourage  it. 


We  are  not  out  to  arrest  Boy  Scouts  or  people  who  walk  along  the  river 
bank  and  pick  up  a few  arrowheads, ' ' said  Carl  Sherer,  a Tennessee  Valley 
Authority  Police  investigator.  What  we  are  trying  to  do  is  stop  the 
illegal  activity. ' ' 

At  the  Wheeler  Wildlife  Refuge,  rules  ban  picking  up  artifacts  found  on 
the  ground. 

A warning  or  a citation  is  enough  to  stop  most  folks, ' ' said  FWS  Officer 
Kelly  Smith.  But  there  are  those  who  have  told  me  it  is  worth  the  risk  to 
come  back. ' ' 

End  of  take/story 

- — "RE:  In  Whose  Honor?"  - 

Date:  Fri,  06  Dun  1997  00:03:45  +0000 
From:  Day  Rosenstein  < jayr@ncsa . uiuc . edu> 

Sub j : TV  documentary  about  American  Indian  mascots 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I'd  like  to  let  everyone  on  the  list  know  about  a documentary  I produced 
about  American  Indian  mascots  and  nicknames  in  sports. 

It's  called  "In  Whose  Honor?",  and  it  will  be  airing  nationally  on  the 
PBS  series  P.O.V.  on  Duly  15th.  The  program  is  being  co-sponsored  by 
the  Native  American  Public  Telecommunications.  I believe  this  will  be 
the  first  time  that  a program  on  this  issue  will  be  broadcast  to  a 
national  television  audience. 

If  your  local  PBS  station  doesn't  carry  P.O.V.  or  does  so  irregularly, 
please  call  them  and  tell  them  you  want  to  see  the  program.  In 
addition,  if  anyone  has  any  press  connections  that  can  help  in 
publicizing  the  program,  please  contact  them  and  myself. 

The  program  will  air  exactly  one  week  after  the  baseball  all-star  game 
in  Cleveland,  and  I am  hoping  to  use  the  program  as  a way  of  changing 
America's  view  of  the  Cleveland  Indians.  The  all-star  game  will  be 
celebrating  the  50th  anniversary  of  Dackie  Robinson's  "integrating" 
baseball,  and  this  celebration  of  the  baseball's  alleged  ending  of  its 
racist  practices  will  be  done  in  the  shadow  of  the  most  racist  symbol  in 
all  of  sports. 

If  you'd  like  more  information  on  the  program,  please  email  me,  or  check 
the  program  web  page 

http: //fantasia . ncsa . uiuc . edu/~ jay r/ honor . html 
or  the  P.O.V.  web  page  (http://www.pov.org) 

Sincerely, 

Day  Rosenstein 

Producer,  "In  Whose  Honor?" 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  - 

Date:  Sat,  7 Dun  1997  00:33:08  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  6 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 
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INDIANS  ARE  INDIANS  STILL 


On  last  Monday,  in  company  with  Geo.  W.  Reid  we  visited  the  Indian  camp 
about  four  miles  south  of  town,  where  the  Pawnees  were  giving  a pipe  dance 
in  honor  of  Osages  who  are  visiting  them. 

The  members  of  each  tribe  brought  out  all  their  valuables  and  decorated 
themselves  in  true  Indian  style. 

From  an  Indian  standpoint,  the  dress  of  the  Osages  was  gorgeous,  all  the 
colors  of  the  rainbow  being  displayed  in  buckskin,  feathers,  paint  and 
beads . 

Some  of  the  braves,  in  the  hasty  preparation  of  their  toilet,  had 
evidently  omitted  a portion  of  their  apparel,  but  did  not  seem  to  mind  a 
little  thing  like  that.  -- [Times-Democrat,  Pawnee,  O.T.] 

Twenty  years  ago  the  writer  lived  among  the  Pawnees.  In  those  days  they 
had  the  same  barbarous  dances  as  is  described  in  the  clipping  above.  The 
Osages  came  to  visit  them,  as  now,  and  they  made  the  night  hideous  by 
their  wild  howling  and  beating  of  the  tom-tom  around  big  fires  in  the 
timber,  or  in  some  lodge. 

In  looking  at  a group  of  school  children  taken  recently  at  the  Pawnee 
school  and  reproduced  in  the  "Wichita  Mirror,"  not  one  child  represented 
in  the  picture  was  born  twenty  years  ago. 

Some  who  were  the  oldest  pupils  of  the  writer  at  that  time  are  today 
grandparents . 

And  thus  one  generation  grows  up  as  Indians  and  another  generation 
follows.  They  are  Indians,  too.  How  can  they  be  different,  having  seen 
nothing  of  the  outside  world,  and  gained  none  of  the  valuable  experiences 
that  come  through  association? 

In  the  group  were  several  Indian  employees  who  had  been  educated  away 
from  their  people.  They  have  had  enough  of  the  so-called  Indian  rubbed 
off,  through  contact  with  their  white  brothers,  to  enable  them  to  take  a 
small  part  in  the  education  of  the  growing  generation. 

Who  dares  to  say,  that  had  all  the  Indian  children  of  school  age  twenty 
years  ago  been  induced  to  go  outside  of  the  reservation  to  schools  beyond 
the  reach  of  Indianism,  and  had  they  been  placed  in  good  white  families 
interested  in  their  welfare,  thousands  of  whom,  in  the  East,  are  standing 
with  open  arms  ready  to  take  in  the  Indian  who  is  old  enough  to  care  for 
himself  and  through  training  to  become  helpful;  is  there  a person  who 
could  conscientiously,  say  that  had  such  a plan  been  carried  out  there 
would  be  Pipe  Dances  and  Ghost  Dances  today,  with  such  heathenish 
exhibitions  of  naked  forms  as  described  above? 

But  so  long  as  the  majority  of  young  Indians  are  kept  at  home  in  order 
that  home  schools  may  be  made  necessary:  so  long  as  the  young  Indians  are 
educated  as  Indians  among  Indians,  Indians  will  remain  Indians  forever. 

"Take  all  the  children  of  school  age  from  their  homes?  It  can't  be 
done!"  say  some. 

It  CAN  be  done,  and  that  very  easily! 

The  Indians  would  readily  enough  lend  themselves  to  any  plan  that  would 
speedily  make  them  independent  and  happy  individual  citizens.  They  could 


be  reached,  if  proper  means  were  taken!  Indians  are  reasonable!  Let  in 
the  light  that  they  may  see!  Indians  are  not  blind;  they  are  only  kept  in 
the  dark. 

All  children  of  school  age  could  be  educated  away  from  the  tribe  and 
that  with  the  full  and  free  consent  of  parents! 

Only  the  PESSIMIST  says  it  cannot  be  done! 

Some  of  the  largest  parties  ever  brought  to  Carlisle,  requiring  two  and 
three  cars  to  transport  them,  were  brought  by  the  writer;  and  the  boys  and 
girls,  wild  unkempt,  in  blanket,  paint  and  feathers  were  gathered  on  the 
reservation  in  the  face  of  most  discouraging  obstacles. 

She  was  always  met  with  the  cold,  indifferent  statement  by  some  of  the 
most  prominent  workers  who  refused  to  lend  a helping  hand:  "It  can't  be 
done.  These  Indians  are  very  much  against  parting  with  their  children. 
They  will  hardly  send  to  the  home  school,  let  alone  so  far  away." 

"Let  me  talk  with  the  Indians,'  the  Carlisle  teacher  would  reply. 

"Shall  I call  a council?"  the  agent  would  ask. 

"No  thank  you.  Let  me  visit  the  mothers  in  the  tepee!  Let  me  sit 
around  the  campfire  and  play  with  the  children!  Let  me  show  them  my 
pictures  and  tell  them  about  the  school.  Give  me  a team,  an  interpreter 
and  some  provisions.  I wish  to  see  for  myself  before  I'm  willing  to  say 
that  Indians  do  not  know  a good  plan  when  presented  to  them  in  an 
unprejudiced  light." 

Then  we  would  start  out--myself  and  lady  assistant,  with  an  interpreter 
and  two  or  three  policemen  as  guides.  We  would  travel  many  miles  over  the 
prairies,  and  visit  the  various  camps  fifty  and  sixty  miles  apart,  and  the 
result  in  several  instances  was  that  more  wished  to  go  to  Carlisle  than  we 
were  allowed  to  bring. 

There  is  no  greater  enemy  to  the  cause  of  Indian  education  than  the 
Can 't-be-done  fiend. 


William  Johnson  pitches  for  the  Genoa  team. 

A new  power  house  is  building  at  the  Genoa  School,  Nebr. 

Mt.  Pleasant  School,  Michigan,  is  to  have  a $60,000  building. 

A new  Indian  school  is  to  be  built  at  Chamberlain,  South  Dakota. 

From  the  Ft.  Lewis  "Outlook,"  we  judge  they  have  a very  good  brass 
band . 

If  "trans"  does  mean  across,  transparent  does  not  necessarily  mean  a 
cross  parent,  does  it? 

They  give  band  concerts  on  Sunday  afternoons  at  Chemawa  School, 

Oregon;  so  it  seems  from  the  "American." 

The  Souvenir,  25  cents  post-paid,  giving  60  views  of  our  school,  is 
still  sent  FREE  for  10  subscriptions,  and  2 cents  extra  for  postage. 

lames  Van  Wert  class  '95,  is  evidently  well  satisfied  with  his  present 
employment,  at  Wittenberg,  Wis.,  for  he  ends  a short  business  note  with: 
"All  well  here  and  everything  lovely." 

Mr.  Morgan  Toprock  entertained  the  pupils  in  the  chapel  with  his 
Indian  club  swinging.  Mr.  Toprock  used  to  be  one  of  the  eight  that 
represented  Carlisle  in  club  swinging.  A few  of  the  employees  have 
clubs,  and  are  taking  lessons  of  Mr.  Toprock.  --[The  Ft.  Lewis  Outlook]. 

Howard  Gansworth,  class  '94,  and  class  1900  of  Dickinson  College,  has 
gone  to  his  home  in  New  York  for  the  summer.  Howard  has  some  prospects 
of  going  to  Princeton.  A few  evenings  before  he  left  he  gave  a 
stereopticon  entertainment  at  Steelton  which  was  pronounced  by  the 
Steelton  correspondent  of  the  Harrisburg  "Patriot"  as  interesting  and 
instructive.  His  talk  on  Indian  life  was  excellent  and  the  many  views 
shown  illustrated  it  very  nicely. 

A slip  of  tongue  sometimes  brings  one  down  quicker  than  a slip  of  the 
foot . 

"Wotanin  Kin"  is  the  name  of  a new  paper  started  at  the  Indian 
School,  Genoa,  Nebraska.  Not  since  the  days  of  "The  Pipe  of  Peace" 
published  at  the  same  school  have  we  been  in  touch  with  that 
institution.  The  new  little  paper  will  be  a welcome  visitor  each  month, 
if  always  so  full  of  interesting  news  as  the  first  number.  It  will 
improve  typographically  and  in  its  mechanical  make-up  as  the  compositors 
gain  in  experience,  still  their  first  paper  is  creditable  indeed. 


The  question  is  often  asked:  "How  do  youn  pupils  use  their  education 
on  their  return  home?"  One  of  our  teachers,  a few  years  ago,  visited 
the  Pueblos  in  New  Mexico.  She  climbed  their  curious  ladders,  sat  down 
and  talked  with  returned  Carlisle  girls,  in  their  adobe  homes.  Her 
heart  was  pained  by  many  experiences  they  gave,  and  when  she  returned  to 
the  school,  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  she  wrote  a story 
combining  in  one  character,  called  Stiya,  the  village  life  of  several  of 
our  girls.  It  is  a pathetic  tale,  but  not  overdrawn.  The  book  is 
printed  on  the  best  of  paper  at  the  Riverside  Press,  Cambridge,  and 
contains  numerous  illustrations  showing  the  quaint  adobe  houses,  and  the 
Indians  in  their  native  dress.  For  fifty  cents  "Stiya"  will  be  sent 
post-paid  to  any  address  in  the  United  States  or  Canada.  Address 
HELPER. 

Cherries  ripe? 

Queer  Spring?  Every  one  says  so. 

Humidity  beyond  measurement  this  week. 

What  invention  has  caused  more  talk  than  the  telephone? 

The  green  apple  will  make  the  small  boy  feel  BLUE  if  he  isn't  careful. 

Melinda  Thomas  is  visiting  the  Hampton  Normal  Institute,  Virginia. 

On  Wednesday,  the  schools  had  a holiday  to  enable  the  teachers  and 
advanced  pupils  to  attend  Dickinson  College  Commencement  Exercises. 

The  little  pupils  of  No.  13  help  fold  HELPERS  on  Fridays.  If  it  were 
not  for  their  willing  little  hands,  some  of  our  subscribers  would  not 
get  their  papers  so  soon. 

Robert  Emmett,  another  of  our  expert  typos,  has  gone  to  the  country 
for  a change  of  air  and  diet,  and  to  work  for  the  cash,  also  experience, 
which  is  better  than  cash. 

Dr  Frysinger,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Carlisle,  amused  our 
printers  greatly  on  Monday  when  around  with  Commencement  guests,  by 
going  to  the  case  and  setting  some  type. 

lack  Standing  believes  that  half-day  play  during  vacation  is  enough 
for  any  boy,  and  so  he  puts  in  the  other  half-day  at  the  printer's  case, 
or  at  whatever  work  he  finds  to  do  in  the  school  printing  office,  lack 
has  been  going  to  Metzger  College  which  closed  for  the  summer  last 
week.  If  all  boys  would  thus  occupy  themselves  they  would  grow  faster 
intellectually,  become  better  spellers,  get  a better  start  in  life,  and 
have  more  respect  for  themselves,  than  those  have  who  idle  and  play  all 
the  time. 

Lydia  Biddle  Ironeaglefeather  has  returned  from  the  country.  She  was 
sent  out  in  hopes  that  the  change  of  air  would  give  her  a start  upward 
in  health,  but  she  did  not  improve  as  so  many  do,  and  has  returned.  We 
hope  she  will  soon  be  better. 

lames  Wheelock,  class  '96  is  playing  his  clarinet  with  Dickinson 
Orchestra,  this  week.  He  is  a regular  member  of  the  association,  and  on 
Monday  evening  played  a solo  before  a fine  audience,  receiving  an 
encore.  The  occasion  was  the  Commencement  concert. 

Mr.  Spray  has  arrived  safely  at  his  new  field  of  labor.  Ft.  Belknap, 
Montana.  He  says  he  is  quite  pleased  with  the  children  of  whom  there 
are  104,  at  present.  The  school  is  situated  on  a comparatively  level 
spot  by  a milky  looking  stream  known  as  the  Milk  River.  It  is  about  a 
half  mile  from  the  Agency. 

Mabel  Buck,  class  '97,  has  gone  to  McKeesport,  near  Pittsburg,  to  live 
with  Rev.  S.E.  Snyder.  It  will  be  her  home  as  long  as  she  will  have  it 
so.  She  started  off  both  sad  and  happy,  on  Wednesday  morning.  Sorry  to 
leave  dear  associates  behind,  but  glad  to  have  a delightful  home  offered 
her.  Dr.  Snyder  has  been  a Methodist  Missionary  among  the  Indians  for 
many  years.  For  a time  he  was  at  Ft.  Peck,  Montana,  Mabel's  old  home. 
She  lived  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  for  two  years,  then  they  were  sent  to 
Arizona,  and  Mabel  came  to  school. 

The  "rubber"  game  of  ball  between  Dickinson  and  the  Indian  School  team 
occurred  on  Monday  afternoon.  The  Indians  won  by  a score  of  13  to  1. 

The  first  game  several  weeks  ago  was  won  by  the  Indians  --  score  3-1; 
then  Dickinson  won  the  next  game:  10-1;  Monday's  game  was  exciting,  but 
there  was  no  blood  shed.  Pitcher  lamison,  was  at  his  best.  Hudson's 
work  at  1st  base  and  Miller's  in  centre  field  were  particularly 


noticeable.  Oun  boys  had  no  difficulty  in  hitting  Dickinson's  pitcher, 
Hones.  Geo.  Shelafo,  ss.,  Hacob  Damison,p.,  Wallace  Miller,  3b.,  Artie 
Miller,  cf.,  Frank  Hudson,  lb.,  Hawley  Pierce,  c.,  Chauncey  Archiquette, 
If.,  Christian  Eastman,  2b.,  Donas  Mitchell,  rf.  were  our  players. 

SCORE  BY  INNINGS. 


Indians  40140103  --  13 

Dickinson  00000001  --  1 


-Submitted  by  Barbara  Landis 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Council 
Ask  about  the  NAT-IMATION  native  language  vcr/TV/web  group-->  Info@UNAT.org 

"RE : Poem:  The  Morning"  

Date:  Wed,  28  May  1997  15:08:41  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Subj : The  Morning 

UUCP  email 

The  Morning 

As  day  light  breaks  the  darkness  of  the  night, 

A cool  breeze  tugs  at  the  morning. 

And  sounds  from  the  four-legged  and  winged-ones. 

Quietly  fill  the  air 

As  they  begin  to  greet  the  new  day. 

At  the  top  of  a small  knoll 

Stands  an  Elder  facing  the  rising  sun. 

Pipe  in  hand  waiting  for  the  right  moment. 

And  then  he  begins  an  ancient  song  of  his  ancestor's. 

While  he  offers  up  the  Sacred  Pipe  of  the  People, 

To  the  four  sacred  winds. 

The  seasons  of  life. 

To  Mother  Earth  and  all  his  relations. 

And  in  the  old  ways  of  his  people. 

He  thanks  the  new  day 
As  the  morning  becomes  life. 

Slowly  the  sun  climbs  upward. 

And  as  the  Elder  looks  upon  the  new  day. 

An  eagle  soars  towards  the  sun. 

Becoming  a picture  of  sacred  respect. 

For  such  ways  are  done  in  honor. 

And  the  Elder  descends  from  the  knoll 
Wearing  a smile  of  dignity  and  pride. 

For  within  he  has  carried  on 

One  of  the  oldest  traditional  respects 

Honoring  his  people. 

In  the  morning. 

Cedar,  sage  and  sweetgrass  smoke 
Fills  the  air  around  the  camp. 

And  a people  slowly 
Prepare  theirself 
To  meet  the  new  day. 

And  the  Elder 
Lays  the  pipe 
Upon  a cherry  wood  rack. 

And  tomorrow. 

In  like  manner. 

He  will  greet  the  new  day 
In  the  Morning. 


May  28,  1997 


by, 

Larry  Kibby,  E-Mail  - kibbey@sierra.net 
http: //www. geocities . com/Ca pit olH ill/ Lobby/3786 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

Date:  Sat,  31  May  97  18:06:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Hune  15-21 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

15 

Even  the  clumsiest  hand  can  create  a thing  of  beauty. 

16 


Acknowledge  the  duality  of  life  in  everything  you  do. 

17 

Embrace  life  with  joy,  and  never  let  it  go! 

18 

All  great  schemes  were  born  of  dreams. 


19 

Sing  with  the  voice  of  the  wind. 

20 

In  the  hidden  places  are  found  the  rarest  of  flowers. 

21 

Summer's  moon  is  rising  now  above  the  mountains. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


Date:  Thu,  12  Dune  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 


Date:  Tue,  3 Dun  1997  18:14:38  -0700 

From:  benmarra@halcyon.com  (Ben  Marra  Studios) 

Sub j : Images  Along  the  Red  Road 

We  have  a new  book,  POWWOW. .. Images  Along  the  Red  Road,  by  Ben 
Marra  and  published  by  Harry  N.  Abrams  (NY)  which  I thought  might 
be  of  interest  to  you. 

The  book  contains  105  color  photographs  and  texts  by  the 
individual  dancers  (men,  women,  and  children)  from  the  sixty 
tribes/nations  represented.  Horace  Axtell  [Nez  Perce]  wrote  the 
preface,  and  Rick  Hill  [Tuscarora]  wrote  the  foreword.  The  book  can 
be  viewed  from  our  site: 

http : //www. halcyon . com/benmarra/ 

Also,  photographs  and  personal  written  words  are  featured  in  our  ' 
Calendar,  POWWOW. .. Portraits  of  Native  Americans,  published  by 
Pomegranate.  Two  '98  calendars  are  being  published  by  Golden  Turtle 


Press  and  Avalanche  Publishing. 

Linda  Peterson 
P.S.  A recent  review: 

POWWOW:  IMAGES  ALONG  THE  RED  ROAD,  photographs  by  Ben  Mama. 
Harry  N.  Abrams,  Inc.,  100  Fifth  Ave.,  N.Y.,  NY  10011,  (800) 
345-1359,  FAX:  (212)  645-8437.  Mama's  e-mail  address  is 
benmarra@halcyon . com  Illustrated  (105  in  color).  112  pp. 
0-8109-2680-6.  For  eight  years,  Ben  and  Linda  Mama  followed  the 
powwow  circuit  with  a portable  studio,  taking  portraits  of 
dancers  in  full  tribal  regalia.  In  addition,  they  recorded  the 
impressions  of  the  dancers:  memories,  what  the  dances  and  their 
individualized  outfits  mean  to  them,  and  the  importance  of  walking 
the  "Red  Road,"  a place  where,  as  Dineh  dancer  Rudy  R.  Shebala 
says,  "...my  thoughts,  hopes,  dreams,  and  beliefs  are  from  the 
point  of  view  of  my  ancestors."  Marra  beautifully  captures  the 
spirit  and  importance  of  these  celebrations.  You  can  almost  hear 
the  drumming. 

Steve  Brock,  Net  reviews 
Ben  Marra  Studios 
Seattle,  WA 
benmarra@halcyon . com 
(206)  624-7344 
(206)  624-4864  fax 
(800)  624-1940 

http: //www. halcyon. com/benmarra/ 


Date:  Tue,  10  Dun  1997  00:16:41  -0700 

From:  "Ms.  Beverly  Carey  Torres"  <torresp@algorithms . com> 

Sub j : Lanape  Nanticoke  7th  Annual  Pow  Wow  Dune  14,  15  in  Southern 
New  Dersey 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 


Located  at  the  Salem  County 
Fairgrounds,  Rte.  40 
Woodstown,  ND 
(Across  From  Cowtown) 

PUBLIC  WELCOME 

Pow-Wowl7th  Annual  Nanticoke 
Lenni-Lanape  and  Festival 
Saturday  - Sunday  Dune  14-15 
Saturday  : 11AM  until  dusk 
Sunday  : 10AM  until  5PM 
(RAIN  OR  SHINE) 

EMCEE  - Ezra  Fields,  Dr 
Pawnee  Tribe  of  Oklahoma 
Dance  Competition 

Drum  Competition 
All  Drums  Welcome 

Thousands  of  Dollars  in 
Competition  Money 
Native  American  Foods 
Native  American  Traders 
(Ask  For  Pow-wow  Rates): 
Cultural  Displays 

Legends 

NO  ALCOHOLIC  BEVERAGES, 

DRUGS  OR  PETS  ALLOWED 


For  Info.  Call  : 

The  Cultural  Center 
(609)  455-6910 


1997 

Grand  Entry  at  12  Noon 
Grand  Entry  at  12  Noon 

Sunday  Morning  Worship 

Service  - 10M 

Campers  Welcome 

For  Small  Fee  - No  Hookups 

Entrance  Fee  : 

$5 . 00/Carload 
$25. 00/Busload 
$3 . 00/Motorcycle 
Bring  Your  Own  Lawn  Chair 
Local  Hotels 

Wellesley  Suites 
(609)  299-3800 
Holiday  Inn 

(609)  299-4400 


Date:  Fri,  6 Dun  1997  00:04:42  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Sahtu@aol.com 

Sub j : 25th  Anniv  Conf:  D'Arcy  McNickle  Ctr  for  AI  Hist 


25th  Anniversary  Conference  and  Celebration 
D'Arcy  McNickle  Center  for  American  Indian  History 
The  Newberry  Library 
AGENDA 

Friday,  September  12,  1997 

9:00  am  - 7:00  pm  Exhibit  Booths  and  Documentary  Film  Series 

11:25  am  Rededication  & Blessing  of  the  Center 

12:25  pm  Welcoming  Reception 

1:25  pm  Remembering  Alfonso  Ortiz 

3:25  pm  Oral  History  of  the  D'Arcy  McNickle  Center 

for  American  Indian  History 
6:25  pm  Buffalo  Feast 

Saturday,  September  13,  1997 

9:00  am  - 6:00  pm  Exhibit  Booths  and  Documentary  Film  Series 
9:25  am  The  Future  of  American  Indian  Histories 

Vine  Deloria,  3r. 

11:25  am  Teaching  American  Indian  Histories 

1:00  pm  American  Indian  Poetry  Readings 

1:25  pm  Writing  American  Indian  Histories 

3:00  pm  American  Indian  Dance  Performances 

3:25  pm  Livin 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Dun  18  17:27:54  1997 
Date:  Tue,  17  Dun  1997  20:57:58  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.025 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Innu-Lj  Taino-L  & Native-L 
lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, sci .environment, ca . environment; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"They  spoke  loudly  when  they  said  their  laws  were  made  for  everybody;  but 
we  soon  learned  that  although  they  expected  us  to  keep  therrij  they  thought 
nothing  of  breaking  them  themselves.  They  told  us  not  to  drink  whiskeyj 
yet  they  made  it  themselves  and  traded  it  to  us  for  furs  and  robes  until 
both  were  nearly  gone.  Their  Wise  Ones  said  we  might  have  religion , but 
when  we  tried  to  understand  it  we  found  there  were  too  many  kinds  of 
religion  among  white  men  for  us  to  understandj  and  that  scarcely  any  two 
white  men  agreed  what  was  the  right  one  to  learn.  This  bothered  us  a 
good  deal  until  we  saw  that  the  white  man  did  not  take  his  religion  any 
more  serious  than  he  did  is  lawSj  and  that  he  kept  both  of  them  just 
behind  hirrij  like  FlelperSj  to  use  when  they  might  do  him  good  in  dealings 
with  strangers.  These  were  not  our  ways.  We  kept  the  laws  we  made  and 


0 o 0 

0 o 0 

0 o o o o 0 
0 o 0 

0 o 0 

0 


lived  our  religion.  We  have  never  been  able  to  understand  the  white  man, 
who  fools  nobody  but  himself." 

_ Chief  Plenty  Coups,  Crow 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  21st  is  Solstice.  Like  many  I will  be  in  ceremony.  We  have  much  to 
send  thanks  for.  We  have  much  to  ask  help  for. 

The  Tennessee  Oilers  dedicated  their  new  stadium  this  week  - on  lands 
that  are  known  burial  grounds.  A report,  as  yet  unconfirmed,  followed  that 
one  contractor  had  stopped  work  after  unearthing  bones. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  if  the  state  of  Tennessee,  the  city  of  Nashville 
and  the  Oilers  organization  and  the  NFL  will  try  to  do  the  right  thing,  or 
attempt  a cover-up.  History  on  this  fledgling  stadium  suggests  there  will 
be  a cover-up.  There  is  talk  of  boycotting  the  stadium  and  endorsing 
businesses.  Talk  without  careful  organization  and  well  selected  targets 
will  only  result  in  ridicule. 

The  Presidential  Commission  on  improving  race  relations  is  either  just 
another  vote  snagging  sound  bite  or  very  limited  in  scope.  No  Native 
American  is  on  the  board  or  otherwise  included  in  an  advisory  capacity. 

A report  has  been  received  from  someone  just  back  from  the  Sovereignty  Day 
meeting  in  Washington  D.C. 

excerpts  from  Mike  McMorris  — 

A great  prayer  service  was  held  by  Chief  David,  whose  nephew  sang  with 
him  on  the  drum. 

Clan  Mothers  from  the  6 Nations  in  attendance.  Seneca  Nation, 

Onondaga  Nation,  Tonawanda  Seneca  were  the  ones  whose 
mention  I caught.  Approx  100-120  people  in  attendance, 
but  from  _many_  Native  peoples.  Several  different  speakers. 

A telephone  interview  was  arranged  with  a radio  station, 

W30B,  and  the  Clan  Mothers  _spoke_out_. 

Lakota  (Standing  Rock  and  Pine  Ridge),  Onondaga,  Oneida,  Seneca, 

Tuscarora,  Omaha,  Shoshone,  Dineh,  many  others.  A very  wide 
representation . 

The  Tecumseh  Group  had  a very  direct  and  persuasive  speaker: 

I would  recommend  that  you  contact  them-- 

The  Tecumseh  Group 
386  Maple  Avenue  East 
Suite  203 
Vienna,  VA  22180 
703-242-9388 

thanks  for  the  news,  Mike  


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

6.26.1975  Joseph  Stuntz  Killsright  - AIM  member  killed  by  FBI  sniper 
during  Oglala  firefight. 

No  investigation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATIVE-L  list 

- Gustafsen  Sentencing  - Bear  Lincoln  Case  Update 

- Phone  Zap  for  Stoney  Point  - Tax  War  in  New  York  State 

- Taxation  Provision  - Pacific  Northwest  Treaty  Conference 

- Resisting  Big  Mountain  Eviction  - Treaty  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

- Big  Mountain  Arrest  Information  International 

- Panel  Issues  Call  to  Reject  Inco  Bid  - Great  Bear  Rainforest  Blockade 

- Open  Invitation:  Indigenous  Peoples 

- New  York  Tax  War  Not  Won  Yet 

- Carlisle  in  Reverse 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Kit  Resources  for  Building  Transmitters 

- Native  History  Databank 

- Poem:  Angry  Winds 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Gustafsen  Sentencing"  

Date:  Wed,  11  Dun  1997  06:19:56  -0800 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen  Sentencing:  Possibly  September 

:S . I . S.I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 

Dune  10,  1997  Bulletin 

SENTENCING  CIRCLE  STALLS  APPEALS?  BC  HIDES  FROM  JURISDICTIONAL  QUESTION 
Wolverine  Puts  Queen  on  Notice,  Calls  for  Protests  During  Royal  Visit 
After  a candlelight  vigil  of  friends  and  supporters  outside  the  Surrey 
Pre-trial  Centre,  R v.  Pena  et  al  (X043758  New  Westminster  Registry) 
commenced  at  10:00  am.  Defendants  OJ  Pitawanakwat,  Shelagh  Franklin  and 
Wolverine,  all  self -represented,  reminded  the  judge  once  more  of  the 
court's  lack  of  jurisdiction.  They  further  reminded  Judge  Bruce  Josephson 
of  his  still  unfulfilled  commitment  to  supply  his  reasons  for  judgment  on 
the  dismissal  of  both  the  colour  of  right  defence  and  the  jurisdictional 
challenge.  Josephson  responded  that  he  would  not  entertain  either  issue 
being  raised  again  and  that  these  were  now  matters  for  appeal. 

Defendants  Pitawanakwat  and  Wolverine  again  urged  the  court  to  pass 
sentence  so  that  appeals  could  be  filed.  OJ  quipped  to  Josephson:  "I  am 
anxious  to  get  on  with  my  appeal,  to  get  my  sentence,  whether  it's  an 
absolute  discharge  or  time  served."  There  was  no  response. 

OJ  reminded  the  court  he  was  entitled  to  "a  trial  without  delay, 
and  that  includes  the  sentencing." 

Wolverine  asked  Josephson  "Why  are  you  dragging  this  out  and 
holding  up  an  appeal?  Is  it  because  the  Queen  will  be  in  Canada  on  the  24th 
of  June?"  He  called  for  demonstrations  "to  demand  justice"  and  to  "put  the 
Queen  on  notice  for  what  this  system  is  doing  to  our  people  - and  all  for 
greed . " 

He  appealed  to  international  observers  "to  get  the  word  out  that 
they  haven't  dealt  with  the  law  here.  The  law's  been  thrown  out!  I believe 
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I've  been  here  long  enough  - maybe  it's  the  colour  of  my  skin  that's 
keeping  me  in  here...  I want  either  to  be  sentenced  today,  or  to  be  let  go, 
instead  of  waiting  around  for  that  happy  prosecutor  over  there.  So  what's 
it  gonna  be?" 

Dudge  Dosephson  replied  that  sentencing  should  of  course  proceed  as 
quickly  as  possible  but  that  "a  number  of  defendants  seek  a reasonable 
delay"  for  their  counsel  to  prepare  submissions  on  sentencing.  He  said 
there  are  many  important  considerations  which  are  common  to  all  accused, 
that  all  accused  are  entitled  to  be  heard  before  he  decided  on  these 
issues  and  that  proceeding  before  these  submissions  might  mean  longer 
sentences  for  Mr.  Pitawanakwat  and  Mr.  Ignace. 

losephson  ruled  that  the  Crown  will  proceed  with  sentencing 
recommendations  on  Dune  20,  1997.  Defence  submissions  are  scheduled  to 
begin  Duly  10th,  with  Mr.  Tate  and  Mr.  Rankin  scheduled  for  Duly  22. 

Manuel  Azevedo  then  spoke  to  his  motion  requesting  a "sentencing 
circle."  He  also  mentioned  he  would  be  seeking  "constitutional  relief,"  but 
did  not  elaborate.  Defendants  Percy  Rosette,  Mary  Pena,  Suniva  Bronson  and 
Glenn  Deneault  have  indicated  their  desire  to  participate  in  the  circle. 
Others  are  reported  to  be  considering  it. 

An  interesting  indication  of  outside  support  emerged  when  Azevedo 
noted  "I  expect  your  lordship  will  continue  to  be  inundated  with  letters." 
[Keep  them  coming  to  us!  - S.I.S.I.S.] 

Azevedo  admitted  that  "case  law  has  not  dealt  with  the  legal  basis 
and  it  has  not  been  litigated  whether  it  constitutes  an  aboriginal  right 
under  Section  35  of  the  Constitution  Act  1982."  He  pointed  out  that 
granting  of  the  circle  "was  an  exercise  of  your  lordship's  discretion." 
Defendants  Deneault  and  Rosette,  said  Azevedo,  had  canvassed  elders,  bands 
and  the  Okanagan-Shuswap  confederacy  and  claimed  that  the  concept  "had  wide 
support  among  the  elders."  Azevedo  said  he  had  contacted  retired  Dudge 
Cunliffe  Barnet  who  had  offered  his  services  as  a "friend  of  the  court"  and 
suggested  in  turn  that  "the  Prince  George  court  worker  had  experience  so  it 
would  go  smoothly." 

Azevedo  portrayed  the  sentencing  circle  as  "restorative"  rather 
than  "retributive"  - but  again  noted  that  regarding  sentencing:  "The 
ultimate  decision  is  in  your  lordship's  hands.  Your  lordship  is  not  bound 
by  any  recommendations  the  circle  may  make. 

"This  trial  is  a historic  case...  sentencing  should  not  be 
rushed...  a political  case  whether  this  court  recognized  it  or  not. 

Although  your  lordship  denied  their  application  for  jurisdiction...  the 
sentencing  circle  would  be  one  way  to  recognize  the  contributions  of 
aboriginal  people  to  the  criminal  justice  system...  and  that  aboriginal 
people  have  something  positive  to  contribute."  Yet  those  defendants  who 
have  remained  true  to  the  original  jurisdictional  challenge  have  all 
rejected  the  sentencing  circle  themselves,  and  found  the  concept  so  odious 
they  had  left  the  courtroom. 

By  this  time,  reactions  from  other  traditionalists  in  the  public 
gallery  suggested  that  this  "traditional  native  sentencing  circle"  as 
practiced  by  the  BC  courts  was  neither  native  nor  traditional  - but  rather 
the  same  old  BC  BS. 

By  the  time  Azevedo  suggested  that  the  police  sniper  who  had 
attempted  to  shoot  dead  an  unarmed  defendant  in  an  agreed  upon  "no  shoot 
zone"  "may  wish  to  shake  hands"  with  his  intended  victim,  or  that  the 
sentencing  circle  "offered  hope  to  repair  relations  between  the  accused  and 
the  communities...  an  opportunity  to  change  their  lifestyles,"  many  in  the 
gallery  were  visible  disgusted.  Azevedo  concluded  that  there  was 
"everything  to  be  gained  by  holding  the  sentencing  circle,  and  nothing  to 
lose."  "For  who?"  asked  a voice  in  the  gallery. 

When  asked  for  a time  line,  Azevedo  responded  "this  practically 
could  not  occur  until  September." 

The  Crown  will  file  its  written  response  to  this  motion  by  Friday, 

Dune  13th. 

A rally  followed  outside  the  Surrey  Courthouse.  Defendant  Flo 
Sampson,  a Shuswap  elder  and  wife  to  political  prisoner  Wolverine,  thanked 
"each  and  every  one  who  is  supporting  us"  and  told  the  crowd  "we're  taking 
this  stand  for  our  future  generations...  for  the  little  ones  that  are  here. 


"This  land  is  ours/'  she  said,  "but  we  can  make  it  a better  place 
for  all." 

Lil'Wat  traditionalist  Lahalus  (Loretta  Pascal)  said,  "What  we  want 
and  what  Wolverine  wants  is  to  deal  with  the  law.  They're  not  dealing  with 
it,  and  I'm  getting  pissed  off."  She  urged  people  to  push  for  a public 
inquiry  and  a third  party  tribunal. 

Mohawk  speaker  Splitting  the  Sky,  true  to  his  name,  told  the  crowd 
that  "we're  getting  very  sick  of  seeing  our  brothers  and  sisters  validating 
institutions  that  are  designed  to  criminalize  and  oppress  us...  We  must 
never  think  we  have  to  get  on  our  knees  and  kiss  the  enemy's  ass. 

"The  freedom  call  around  the  world  has  to  be:  free  the  Wolverine, 
free  01,  free  the  land  for  the  children!" 

Wolverine  advised  S.I.S.I.S.  that  he  was  cautioned  by  prison  staff 
about  "inciting  a riot"  when  he  raised  his  fist  in  acknowledgement  of  the 
crowd  of  supporters  drumming  and  singing  below  his  prison  window.  Prison 
staff  have  threatened  to  move  him  to  another  location  from  which  he  could 
not  see  his  supporters  outside. 

>>>>FREE  THE  WOLVERINE<<->>FREE  01<<->>FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS<<<< 

Send  letters  to  ludge  losephson  c/o  S.I.S.I.S.,  Demand  a Public  Inquiry 
+++The  Defenders  Are  Innocent  - Canada  is  Guilty+++ 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Phone  Zap  for  Stoney  Point"  

Date:  Mon,  16  lun  1997  04:02:03  -0400 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Urgent!  Phone  Zap  for  Stoney  Point  on  Thurs.  lune  19/97 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  ara@web.net 

:S . I .S.I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 

Please  distribute  this  far  and  wide! 

Harris  cover-up  of  political  murder? 

Zap  the  Premier  to  demand  an  inquiry! 

On  Thursday,  Dune  19  please  join  us  in  a phone  zap  to  Premier  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  Mike  Harris,  Attorney  General  of  Ontario,  Charles  Harnick  and 
Solicitor  General  of  Ontario,  Robert  Runciman. 

Almost  two  years  after  the  re-occupation  by  the  Stoney  Point  People  of 
their  traditional  territory,  formerly  known  as  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park, 
and  the  shooting  death  of  Anthony  O'Brien  "Dudley"  George  of  Stoney  Point, 
the  provincial  government  of  Ontario,  Canada  is  still  refusing  to  call  a 
full  public  inquiry  into  the  events  leading  up  to  Dudley's  killing,  even 
though  evidence  of  a cover-up  continues  to  grow. 

Demand  a full  public  inquiry  into  the  shooting  death  of  Anthony  O'Brien 
"Dudley"  George,  of  Stoney  Point  First  Nation! 

Express  your  outrage  at  the  provincial  government's  attempt  to  cover  up 
what  looks  more  and  more  like  a political  murder. 

Despite  pressure  from  Stoney  Point  First  Nation,  grassroots  organizations, 
unions,  and  opposition  Members  of  Provincial  Parliament  (MPPs),  Mike  Harris 
still  refuses  to  call  an  inquiry  into  the  shooting  death  of  Dudley  George. 
Why?  Because  the  premier  himself  is  implicated  in  this  murder! 

Attorney  General  Charles  Harnick,  by  refusing  to  represent  the  interests 
of  the  Stoney  Pointers  and  call  a full  public  inquiry  into  the  shooting 
death  of  Dudley  George,  is  not  living  up  to  his  responsibilities  as  minister 
responsible  for  Native  Affairs. 


Please  help  put  the  pressure  on  Harris,  Harnick,  and  Runciman!  Let  them 
know  that  people  around  the  world  demand  that  the  truth  of  Dudley's  murder 
be  made  public! 

Call: 

Mike  Harris,  Premier  of  Ontario,  Canada,  (416)  325-1941 
Charles  Harnick,  Attorney  General  of  Ontario,  Canada,  (416)  326-4000 
Robert  Runciman,  Solicitor  General  of  Ontario,  Canada,  (416)  326-5075 
Let  them  know: 

+ who  you  are  and  where  you  are  calling  from; 

+ that  you  demand  a full  public  inquiry  into  the  shooting  death  of 

Anthony  O'Brien  "Dudley"  George,  of  Stoney  Point  First  Nation; 

+ that  you  are  disgusted  by  all  the  alarming  facts  now  coming  out 

about  the  provincial  government's  role  in  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police 
actions  which  lead  to  Dudley's  killing; 

+ that  self-determination  for  Stoney  Point  must  be  recognized! 


In  1942,  the  federal  government  of  Canada  invoked  the  War  Measures  Act, 
kicked  out  the  Stoney  Point  People  from  their  land  and  created  a military 
base.  Despite  promises,  the  land  was  not  returned  to  the  Stoney  Pointers 
at  the  close  of  the  war.  On  May  6,  1993,  the  Stoney  Pointers  moved  back 
home,  setting  up  tents  and  lean-to's  on  the  firing  ranges  of  Camp 
Ipperwash.  In  Duly  1995  they  moved  into  the  military  barracks  and  the 
military  vacated. 

On  September  4,  1995  the  Stoney  Pointers  occupied  Ipperwash  Provincial 
Park  after  it  was  closed  for  the  season.  Early  the  next  morning,  several 
OPP  officers  approached  Dudley  and  others  in  the  park  and  shouted  threats 
at  him,  "Dudley,  you  are  to  be  the  first!" 

At  11  p.m.  on  September  6,  1995  the  OPP  attacked  the  unarmed  men,  women 
and  children  with  clubs  and  batons.  After  retreating,  the  OPP  opened  fire 
upon  them  killing  Dudley  George. 

On  Dune  4,  1997,  the  8th  anniversary  of  the  Tiananmen  Square  massacre, 
members  of  Ontario's  provincial  opposition  brought  forward  a motion  for  a 
full  public  inquiry  into  the  shooting  death  of  Dudley  George,  to  fill  in 
the  missing  gaps  in  the  events  leading  up  to  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police 
killing  of  Dudley  George: 

+ Whose  decision  was  it  to  send  over  250  Ontario  Provincial  Police 

(OPP)  officers,  backed  by  military  tanks,  to  Stoney  Point  to  confront  only 
25  unarmed  men,  women  and  children  occupying  a park  which  had  closed  for 
the  season? 

+ Why  did  the  OPP  attack  the  Stoney  Pointers  after  dark,  after  the 

media  had  left  the  area? 

+ Harris  claims  that  there  was  no  political  direction  given  to  the 

OPP.  Yet,  minutes  from  an  interministerial  meeting  held  the  day  before 
Dudley  was  killed  state  that,  "The  province  will  take  steps  to  remove  the 
occupiers  ASAP...  The  OPP  have  the  discretion  as  to  how  to  proceed  with 
removing  the  Stoney  Pointers...."  Senior  Aid  to  Harris,  Deb  Hutton  was 
present  at  this  meeting. 

+ A headline  from  the  Sarnia  Observer,  dated  Sept.  5,  1995  says, 

"Queen's  Park*  to  Take  a Hard  Line  Against  Park  Occupiers.  Beaubien." 

Marcel  Beaubien,  the  local  Member  of  Provincial  Parliament  (MPP)  was 
present  at  the  OPP  command  centre  at  least  three  times,  including  once  only 
four  hours  before  the  shooting.  Beaubien  sent  and  received  faxes  to  and 
from  the  Premier's  office,  the  Solicitor  General's  office  and  the  Attorney 
General's  office.  What  did  Beaubien  mean  when  he  said  in  a fax,  that  he 
would  refuse  to  be  the  fall  guy  for  Ipperwash? 

+ The  Sept.  5,  1995  Emergency  Planning  for  Aboriginal  Issues 

Interministerial  Committee  minutes  reveal  that  the  OPP  were  given  direction 
from  Queen's  Park,  and  they  met  everyday  from  September  3 to  October  1, 
1995.  Opposition  members  did  a Freedom  of  Information  Act  search  for  any 
documents,  minutes,  briefing  notes,  or  memos  from  these  meetings.  The 
opposition  was  told  that  there  were  no  records.  Usual  government  procedure 
is  to  always  keep  records! 

+ About  an  hour  and  a half  before  the  police  shooting  of  Dudley 

George,  OPP  logs  reveal  that  the  provincial  government  overruled  the  OPP 
and  decided  to  use  a different  kind  of  injunction  than  the  OPP  preferred  in 


order  to  proceed  with  removing  the  Stoney  Pointers.  The  injunction  which 
the  provincial  government  directed  the  OPP  to  use  permitted  the  OPP  to  move 
faster  than  normal,  yet  the  OPP  did  not  even  wait  for  this  injunction 
before  attacking  the  unarmed  Stoney  Point  men,  women  and  children  at  11 
p.m.j  opening  fire  on  the  Stoney  Pointers  and  killing  Dudley  George.  Even 
more  horrifying,  why  were  there  body  bags  waiting  for  the  Stoney  Pointers 
in  a St.  John's  ambulance  vehicle,  used  as  the  Tactical  Operations  Centre 
for  the  OPP? 

+ Police  records  also  show  that  Beaubien  had  been  in  touch  with  the 

Premier,  the  Solicitor  General  and  the  Attorney  General  and  that  the  OPP 
commissioner  had  spoken  with  the  Solicitor  General. 

+ During  the  sentencing  hearing  for  Acting  OPP  Sergeant  Kenneth 

Deane,  convicted  of  criminal  negligence  in  the  shooting  death  of  Dudley 
George,  crown  attorney  Ian  Scott  told  Dudley  George's  brother,  Pierre,  that 
his  testimony,  based  on  a victim  impact  statement,  was  not  needed.  Pierre 
George,  who  was  one  of  three  people  who  drove  Dudley  George  to  the  hospital 
on  September  6,  1995,  has  spoken  publicly  on  various  occasions,  yet  he  was 
not  given  the  opportunity  to  tell  how  himself  and  sister  Carolyn  George 
were  brutalized,  held  and  told  they  were  to  be  charged  with  attempted 
murder  by  police  when  they  arrived  with  Dudley  at  the  nearest  hospital. 

Harris  has  claimed  that  it  does  not  make  good  legal  sense  to  call  an 
inquiry  while  matters  are  before  the  courts.  Opposition  MPPs  cited  a 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  ruling  regarding  the  Westray  Mines  inquiry,  which 
found  that  matters  relating  to  the  Westray  Mines  could  be  inquired  into 
while  matters  were  before  the  courts  so  long  as  the  purpose  of  the  inquiry 
was  not  to  determine  criminal  liability.  So,  even  if  Harris  will  not  call 
an  inquiry  now,  there  is  no  reason  for  him  not  to  commit  to  one  once  the 
matters  before  the  court  have  been  resolved. 

For  more  information,  please  call  Anti-Racist  Action  at  631-8835,  email: 
ara@web.net  or  Toronto  Coalition  Against  Racism  at  (416)  977-6999. 

+ For  those  unfamiliar  with  the  Ontario  Government,  Queen's  Park  is  the 
name  of  the  building  and  park  where  the  provincial  legislature  is  located 
in  Toronto. 

Anti-Racist  Action  (Toronto) 

P.0.  Box  291 
Station  B 
Toronto,  ON 
M5T  2T2 

by  phone:  (416)  631-8835 

web- site : http : //www . web . net/~ara 

In  Toronto,  tune  into  to  "Radio  Antifa", 

around  7:30  every  other  Monday  night  on  CKLN  88.1  FM. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Taxation  Provision"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Dun  1997  14:34:38  -0700 
From:  "Karen  I.  Gould"  <kjg@rust . net> 

Sub j : Taxation  Provision 

UUCP  email 

Well,  as  those  of  you  who  watched  the  debate  last  night,  or  heard  the 
coverage  today  know.  Rep.  Archer's  attempt  to  tax  the  revenues  of  Tribal 
commercial  activities  was  stricken  from  the  budget  bill  by  the  passage 


of  Rep.  J.D.  Hayworth's  amendment.  For  those  who  didn't  see  the 
coverage,  here's  a brief  report: 

All  the  Democrats  on  the  committee  voted  for  the  amendment  except  Rep 
McDermott  of  Washington  who  was  absent  when  the  roll  was  called.  The 
following  Republicans  also  voted  for  the  Hayworth  amendment 
Nancy  Johnson  (CT#6) 

Amory  Houghton  (NY#31) 

Dave  Camp  (MI#4)  {YESS ! ! ) 

Dim  Ramstad  (MN#3) 

3im  Nussle  (IA#2) 

Philip  English  (PA#21) 

J.D.  Hayworth  (AZ#6)  (of  course) 

The  following  people  also  spoke  eloquently  for  striking  the  Tribal  Tax 
provision : 

Dave  Camp 

3im  Ramstad 

Philip  English 

J.D.  Hayworth 

Charles  Rangel  (NY#15) 

Barbara  Kennelly  (CT#1) 

Gerald  Kleczka  (WI#4) 

William  Jefferson  (LA#2) 

Xavier  Becerra  (CA#30) 

Should  you  wish  to  call  or  fax  any  of  these  people  to  thank  them,  their 
phone  and  fax  numbers  are  located  at 
http://www.askwitteachik.org/hse_w_m.htm 

Most  of  the  Democrats  and  Republicans  speaking  for  the  amendment 
concentrated  on  the  sovereignty  and  "governmental  entity"  issues,  and 
some  also  pointed  out  the  discriminatory  aspect  of  taxing  activities 
performed  by  a tribe  that  would  not  be  taxed  if  performed  by  a 
non-tribal  entity  (Rep  Lewis  specifically  pointed  out  that  a Bingo  game 
conducted  by  a tribe  would  be  taxed;  a bingo  game  conducted  by  the 
Catholic  church  would  not.)  Another  argument  advanced  was  that  setting  a 
precedent  of  federal  taxes  on  a governmental  entity's  revenues  was  a 
"slippery  slope"  that  might  lead  to  taxes  on  other  governmental 
entities'  revenues  (like  state  lotteries). 

Most  of  the  Republicans  speaking  against  the  amendment  concentrated  on 
the  "unfair  competition"  argument,  altho  a couple  also  mentioned  that 
they  were  against  the  "offset"  provision,  which  would  raise  the  "arrival 
and  departure"  fees  for  international  travellers  from  $10.00  to  $15.50. 
(The  rules  of  the  committee  for  offering  amendments  required  that  any 
"money"  taken  out  of  the  bill  by  an  amendment  be  replaced  with  money 
from  another  source.)  One  True  Politician,  Rep  McCrery  of  Louisiana, 
said  he  was  against  the  tribal  tax,  but  would  vote  against  the  amendment 
because  he  was  against  the  increased  fees  too. 

Kenneth  Kies,  staff  member  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Taxation,  (who  the 
day  before  stated  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Joint  Committee  that 
tribal  sovereignty  is  not  constitutionally  protected),  pointed  out  that 
in  1982  Congress  passed  a law  to  subject  tribally  operated  colleges  to 
the  same  tax  (UBIT  - "Unrelated  Business  Income  Tax")  - apparently  his 
point  being  that  we  hit  them  once  and  got  away  with  it,  so  it  must  be  ok 
to  hit  them  again  (and  thereby  nicely  adding  credence  to  the  "slippery 
slope"  argument  regarding  the  effect  of  setting  a precedent) . 

Rep  Archer  pointed  out  that  Casino  Gaming  revenues  have  grown  from  125 
million  in  1985  to  over  4 billion  in  1995  - as  if  their  success  made  it 
all  right  to  break  treaty  laws.  Rep  Hayworth's  reply  to  this  during  his 
closing  remarks  was  one  of  the  more  priceless  moments  in  the  debate  (to 
me) . He  said : 

"I  never  thought  I would  need  to  suggest  to  some  of  my  colleagues  who 
champion  the  free  market,  that  prosperity  and  profit  is  not  perverse." 

Later  in  his  closing  remarks,  he  added  the  example  of  Delaware  to 
counter  the  "unfair  competition"  argument: 

"Delaware  carved  a special  niche,  devised  a special  service,  if  you  will 


- it  decided  to  charter  corporations...  The  United  States  Government 
does  not  say  to  the  state  of  Delaware,  "Ok,  folks  from  Delaware;  because 
you  were  clever  enough,  or  resourceful  enough,  to  establish  yourself  as  a 
center  of  commerce  [by  chartering  corporations],  therefore  you  have  an 
unfair  advantage  and  we  in  Washington  will  tax  you  for  it." 

All,  in  all,  an  interesting  and  lively  debate.  I watched  with  my  husband 
(who's  not  at  all  "political")  who  turned  to  me  after  the  vote  and  said, 

"Geez,  I feel  like  we  just  won  the  big  game.  Lets  drive  around  town  and 
honk  our  horns  or  something!) 

But  don't  forget,  this  idea  of  taxing  tribal  revenues  isn't  dead  yet... 
there's  a bill  in  Congress,  H.R.  1554,  that  does  exactly  the  same  thing 
as  Rep.  Archer's  proposal  would  have.  (And  as  a side  note,  I apologise 
for  the  delay  in  getting  the  new  bills  up  at  Askwitteachik.  I am  having 
some  problems  with  my  HTML  editor  (apparently,  my  "current  legislation" 
list  now  exceeds  it's  capacity)  so  I've  had  to  learn  to  edit  HTML  code 
directly,  and  am  also  taking  the...  ahem...  opportunity  to  reorganize 
the  site  with  topical  indexing.) 

Karen 

Karen  D.  Gould 

http://www.askwitteachik.org 

"If  people  are  genuinely  interested  in  honoring  Indians,  try  getting 
your  government  to  live  up  to  the  more  than  400  treaties  it  signed 
with  our  nations."  ...Glenn  T.  Morris  - Colorado  AIM 

-  "RE:  Resisting  Big  Mountain  Eviction" 

Date:  Sat,  14  Dun  1997  02:40:23  GMT 
From:  for7gen@idiom.com  (Walter  Epp) 

Sub j : arrests  resisting  Big  Mountain  coal  eviction 

Newsgroups : alt . native, sc i .environment, ca . environment 

Four  people  have  been  arrested  on  the  land  of  Lawrence  Altsisi, 

Dineh/Navajo  of  Big  Mountain,  for  resisting  the  bulldozer  that  came  to 
destroy  his  home.  These  people  do  not  have  many  financial  resources;  they 
have  no  lawyers  to  represent  them. 

Elsewhere  on  Black  Mesa,  members  of  the  Benally  clan  sat  in  front  of  a 
bulldozer  that  came  to  scrape  their  land  for  coal. 

Peabody  Coal  has  been  sucking  over  a billion  gallons  of  water  per  year 
out  of  the  aquifer  under  Black  Mesa. 

Wells  and  springs  are  drying  up  and  sinkholes  are  appearing.  The  water 
table  has  dropped  100  feet,  and  USGS  projections  indicate  if  current 
consumption  is  not  stopped,  it  would  drop  another  100  feet.  This  is  desert 
country,  where  water  is  life  and  lack  of  water  means  death. 

Some  of  the  people  living  on  Big  Mountain  can  trace  their  habitation  of 
that  land  back  for  25  generations,  longer  than  the  USA  has  been  in 
existence.  But  since  20  billion  tons  of  coal  are  believed  to  lie  under 
Black  Mesa,  mining  interests  have  been  trying  to  get  rid  of  them. 

This  area  once  had  some  of  the  cleanest  air  on  the  continent.  Existing 
mines  and  power  plants  generate  such  enormous  air  pollution  that  when  the 
astronauts  first  looked  at  the  Earth  from  space,  it  was  the  only  man-made 
thing  they  saw.  Much  of  the  power  is  exported  to  Los  Angeles  and  Las  Vegas. 

Air  and  water  pollution  have  caused  sickness  and  death  of  animals  and 
people.  Additional  mining  would  increase  the  damage. 

Who  to  contact: 

President  Albert  Hale, 

The  Navajo  Nation,  POB  9000,  Window  Rock  AZ  86515 
520-871-6352,  fax  520-871-4025;  navajonation@igc.apc.org 
Ask  him:  Why  is  the  Navajo  Nation  not  defending  its  people? 

Chairman  Ferrell  Secakuku, 

The  Hopi  Tribe,  POB  123,  Kykotsmovi  AZ  86039;  520-734-9497,  fax  520-734-6665 
Dust  a couple  months  ago,  Hopi  Tribal  Council  officials  were  assuring  the  public 


that  there  would  not  be  any  forced  removals  before  the  year  2000. 

Call  on  them  to  make  public  all  their  closed-door  dealings  with  Peabody  Coal  and 
other  mining  interests. 

Ada  Deer,  Assistant  Secretary 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  1849  C St  NW,  Washington  DC  20240 
202-208-7163,  fax  202-208-6334 

Attorney  General  Janet  Reno 

Department  of  Justice,  10th  Street  & Constitution  Ave,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20530 
202-514-2000,  fax  514-4371 

radio,  TV,  newspapers,  magazines,  other  media:  where  is  the  coverage? 
for  more  info  & action: 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation:  www.primenet.com/~sdn/  sdn@primenet.com  (520)522-8683 

Dineh  Alliance:  www.primenet.com/~dineh/index.html  dineh@primenet.com 

Big  Mountain  Coalition:  415-339-8332;  415-255-1946  (Michael  Shellenberger ) 

— "RE:  Big  Mountain  Arrest  Information" 

Date:  Mon,  16  Dun  1997  06:23:30  -0700 
From:  Robert  Dorman  <redorman@plix. com> 

Sub  j : BIG  MT.  Arrest  Info 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

From  BIGMTLIST 

To  subscribe,  email  redorman@plix.com  with  "SUBSCRIBE"  in  subject 
header. 

The  following  information  is  taken  (not  verbatim  unless  quoted)  from 
the  Gallup  Independent  newspaper.  Dune  13,  1997. 

Article  Title:  "Non-Indians,  Navajo  arrested  on  Hopiland" 

Wednesday  three  non-indians,  including  a minor,  and  Christopher 
Altsisis  were  arrested  on  Lawrence  Altsisis'  land  by  Hopi  Rangers  for 
interfering  with  the  impoundment  of  Lawrence's  9 goats  and  13  sheep. 

He  was  charged  with  trespass  and  resisting  arrest.  Altsis  would  not 
let  them  into  the  corral.  Two  women  supporters  ran  and  chained 
themselves  with  handcuffs  to  a pipe  by  a hogan,  and  a man  supporter 
chained  himself  to  a vehicle.  Two  other  supporters  were  escorted  off 
the  premises  to  Navajo  Partitioned  Land.  Of  the  three  who  chained 
themselves,  one  was  taken  to  Navajo  Juvenile  Detention  facility  in 
Holbrook  and  the  other  two  were  taken  to  Navajo  County  Jail  in 
Holbrook  and  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  and  contributing  to  the 
delinquency  of  a minor,  and  were  later  released  on  their  own 
recognizance. 

According  to  Hopi  Rangers  and  Kim  Secakuku,  staff  assistant  at  the 
Hopi  Chairman's  office,  Altsisis  did  not  have  a permit  to  graze  the 
livestock. 

An  interesting  note- -according  to  Secakuku,  "These  (Navajo) 
supporters  get  on  the  Internet  and  they  ask  people  to  call  the 
tribal  office  to  complain  or  express  their  concerns,  so  we  end  up 
getting  calls  from  all  over.  I can't  get  any  work  done." 


Gee!  Isn't  that  too  bad!!  Where's  the  phone... 

I will  follow  up  with  information  from  another  article  regarding  the 
Benally  family. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Bob  Dorman 
redorman@plix. com 
"The  Activist  Page" 
http://www.plix.com/~users/ redorman/ 


- — "RE:  Panel  Issues  Call  to  Reject  Inco  Bid"  - — 

Date:  Tue,  17  Dun  1997  16:24:24  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : Panel  calls  on  Province  to  Reject  Inco's  Advanced  Infrastructure  Bid 
Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

The  Panel  reviewing  the  Voisey's  Bay  Project  called  on  the  province  to 
reject  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company's  bid  to  build  a road  and  airstrip 
at  the  Voisey's  Bay  site  this  summer. 

In  a letter  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit 
Association,  and  the  Ministers  of  Environment  for  Canada  and  Newfoundland, 
Panel  Chair  Leslie  Griffiths  stated: 

"Many  people  in  the  communities  we  visited  made  it  clear  that  they  would 
view  the  approval  of  the  Exploration  Support  Works  as  a signal  that  the 
Undertaking  is  going  ahead,  regardless  of  the  current  environmental  review 
process.  While  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  has  tried  to  draw  a 
distinction  between  their  Exploration  Support  Works  and  the  proposed 
Undertaking,  it  was  obvious  to  the  Panel  that  residents  in  adjacent 
communities  see  little  if  any  difference  between  the  environmental  impacts 
of  the  airstrip  and  road  proposed  in  the  Exploration  Support  Works 
document  and  those  of  the  airstrip  and  road  proposed  in  the  "Description 
of  the  Undertaking"  (Schedule  2 of  the  MOU)  that  continue  to  be  the 
subject  of  Panel's  deliberations. 

If  approval  were  given  to  the  Exploration  Support  Works,  the  Panel 
believes  that  the  credibility  of  the  review  process  would  be  called  into 
question  and  that  some  communities  or  individuals  would  discontinue  their 
participation.  This  would  obviously  damage  the  Panel's  ability  to  carry 
out  an  effective  and  timely  review  of  the  Undertaking." 

The  Innu  Nation  welcomes  the  Panel's  intervention  into  this  matter.  The 
Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  fought  earlier  attempts  by 
the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company,  a subsidiary  of  Inco,  to  proceed  with 
construction  at  the  site,  and  successfully  negotiated  a Memorandum  of 
Understanding  (MOU)  with  Canada  and  Newfoundland  which  was  intended  to 
ensure  a single,  comprehensive  environmental  review  of  the  Voisey's  Bay 
Project.  The  MOU  provides  for  a more  rigourous  examination  of  the  issues 
associated  with  this  project  than  would  be  the  case  under  Canada  or 
Newfoundland's  EA  legislation,  and  defines  a more  appropriate  and 
accessible  process  for  Innu  and  Inuit  participation  in  the  examination  of 
the  full  scope  of  environmental,  cultural  and  social  effects  which  may 
result  from  the  large  large  nickel  mine  that  is  being  proposed  on  Innu  and 
Inuit  land. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  assessment  process  is  well  underway,  and  that 
last  fall,  the  company  itself  agreed  that  the  entire  project-including  the 
inf rastructure-should  be  subject  to  a comprehensive  environmental  review, 
Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  has  now  submitted  a separate  registration  for  the 
inf rastructure  under  the  provincial  environmental  assessment  process  on  21 
May  1997.  They  have  reversed  their  deci  arguing  that  their  proposed 
inf rastructure  was  not  contemplated  or  included  in  the  mine/mill  project 
that  was  submitted  under  the  current  environmental  assessment  process 
being  conducted  under  the  MOU.  According  to  the  company,  this  new 
infrastructure  proposal  is  merely  intended  to  support  advanced  exploration 
activities  by  providing  improved  access  to  the  site.  However,  the  proposed 
road  and  airstrip  are  to  be  located  in  the  same  locations  and  are  only 
slightly  smaller  than  the  permanent  road  and  airstrip  being  assessed  under 
the  MOU! 

The  Innu  Nation  believes  that  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  is  once  again 
attempting  to  undermine  the  environmental  assessment  process  and  the  work 
of  the  Environmental  Review  Panel  under  the  MOU  in  order  to  accelerate  the 
development  of  the  mine  and  meet  their  ambitious  production  objectives. 
Innu  objectives,  which  include  the  settlement  of  a land  rights  agreement 
with  government,  the  conclusion  of  an  impact-benefits  agreement  with  the 
company,  and  the  completion  of  a comprehensive  environmental  assessment  of 
the  environmental  and  social  impacts  of  the  project  are  being  undermined 


by  Inco's  desire  for  quick  profits. 

Support  the  Innu  Nation's  fight  against  the  advanced  infrastructure 
proposal  and  the  fragmentation  of  the  comprehensive  environmental  review 
process  by:  1)  Writing  to  the  Newfoundland  Minister  of  the 

Environment,  Mr.  Kevin  Aylward,  and  the  Canadian  Minister  of  the 
Environment,  Mr.  Sergio  Marchi,  urging  them  to  maintain  the  integrity  of 
the  current  comprehensive  panel  review  of  the  Voisey  Bay  project.  Ask  them 
to  reject  any  attempts  by  the  company  to  undermine  the  assessment  process. 
Hon.  Kevin  Aylward  Minister  of  the  Environment  Confederation  Building  PO 
Box  8700  St.  Dohn's,  NF  A1B  416  tel:  (709)  729-2574  fax:  (709)  729-1930 

Hon.  Christine  Stewart  Minister  of  the  Environment  Terrace  de  la  Chaudiere 
10  Wellington  St.  Hull,  PQ  K1A  0H3  tel:  (819)  997-1441  fax:  (819)  953- 
3457 

2)  Submit  public  comments  on  the  21  May  1997  registration  of 

"Exploration  Support  Works"filed  by  Voisey' s Bay  Nickel  under  the 
Newfoundland  <italic>Environmental  Assessment  Act . </italic>  Call  for  a 
rejection  of  the  registration  on  the  basis  that  it  accepting  it  would 
violate  the  terms  and  conditions  of  Newfoundland's  participation  in  the 
MOL!,  which  requires  a single,  comprehensive  assessment  of  the  entire 
project-including  the  road  and  airstrip  described  in  the  May  1997 
Registration . 

To  be  formally  considered,  your  comments  must  be  submitted  to  the 
Newfoundland  Minister  of  the  Environment,  Kevin  Aylward,  no  later  NO  LATER 
than  21  Dune  1997.  Comments  may  be  sent  by  fax.  3)  Calling,  writing 

or  faxing  the  Voisey' s Bay  Nickel  Company  and  Inco  to  express  your 
concerns:  Dr.  Steward  Gendron  President  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Co.  Suite  700, 
10  Fort  William  Place  St.  Dohn's  NF  A1C  6K3  tel:  (709)  758-8888  fax:  (709) 
758-8899 

Mr.  Michael  Sopko  President  and  CEO  Inco  Limited  145  King  St.  W,  Suite 
1500  Toronto,  ON  MS4  4B7  tel:  (416)  361-7511  fax:  (416)  361-7782 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  Innu  Nation  PO  Box  119  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador  A0P  1M0 
tel:  (709)  497-8398  fax:  (709)  497-8396  internet::  innumine@web.apc.org  PO 
Box  13  Davis  Inlet,  Labrador  A0P  1A0  tel:  (709)  478-8943  fax:  (709)  478- 
8833  www:  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation  P.O.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0  phone: 
(709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 


— "RE:  Open  Invitation:  Indigenous  Peoples"  

Date:  Tue,  10  Dun  1997  22:55:25  -1000  (HST) 

From:  International  Indian  Treaty  Council  <iitc@igc.apc.org> 

Sub j : OPEN  INVITATION:  20TH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  AT  UN 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

COMMEMORATION  OF  THE  TWENTIETH  ANNIVERSARY  OF  PARTICIPATION  OF 
INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  AT  THE  UNITED  NATIONS 

to  all  Indigenous  Peoples,  brothers  and  sisters. 

In  September  of  1977,  the  Conference  on  Discrimination  against  Indigenous 
Peoples  of  the  Americas  took  place  in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  165  Indigenous 
Peoples  participated. 

It  was  the  first  international  gathering  of  Indigenous  Peoples  before 
the  United  Nations,  an  activity  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Non 
Governmental  Organizations'  Sub-Committee  on  Racism,  Racial  Discrimination 
and  Apartheid. 

There,  Indigenous  Peoples  from  the  Western  Hemisphere  gave  testimony  on 


the  situation  of  Human  Rights  of  oun  Peoples  and  the  continuation  of 
colonialism  and  genocide  against  us. 

This  summer  will  mark  the  20th  anniversary  of  this  gathering  and  the 
formal  participation  of  Indigenous  Peoples  before  the  UN  in  Geneva.  This 
conference  gave  birth  to  a great  consciousness  raising  at  the 
international  level  on  the  situation  of  Indigenous  Peoples  all  over  the 
world.  Participating  Indigenous  Peoples  made  several  recommendations  to 
the  UN,  including  the  suggestion  that  there  be  a more  widespread  and 
systematic  participation  of  Indigenous  Peoples  at  the  UN  level.  This 
recommendation  was  taken  to  the  Sub-Commission  on  the  Prevention  of 
Discrimination  and  Protection  of  Minorities,  which  in  turn  recommended  to 
the  UN  that  the  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Populations  be  formed. 

Another  World  Conference  took  place  in  1981,  again  in  Geneva,  and  in 
1982,  the  Working  Group  had  its  first  meeting.  Since  the  formation  of  the 
Working  Group  thousands  of  Indigenous  persons  representing  hundreds  of 
Indigenous  Nations  have  participated  directly  in  standard  setting  for  the 
recognition  and  observance  of  the  Human  Rights  and  Fundamental  Freedoms  of 
Indigenous  Peoples,  such  as  the  UN  Draft  declaration  on  the  rights  of 
Indigenous  Peoples,  the  Resolution  by  the  General  Assembly  declaring  1992 
the  year  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  the  subsequent  Declaration  on  the  Decade 
of  Indigenous  Peoples,  important  studies  on  the  Preservation  of  Indigenous 
Heritage,  the  study  on  Treaties,  and  other  issues  of  great  importance  to 
Indigenous  Peoples. 

The  next  session  of  the  Working  Group  on  Indigenous  Populations  in 
Geneva,  beginning  28  Duly,  1997,  will  commemorate  this  historic  moment 
that  marks  the  beginning  of  the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  world  at  the 
United  Nations. 

For  the  International  Indian  Treaty  Council,  which  had  been  formed  1974, 
and  had  participated  internationally  to  achieve  this  first  conference  and 
more  ample  and  open  Indigenous  participation  at  the  UN,  this  moment  is  of 
great  significance  and  pride. 

Indeed,  as  the  International  Indian  Treaty  Council  was  the  first 
Indigenous  organization  recognized  by  the  UN  as  a consultative  status  Non- 
governmental organization  in  1977,  this  20th  anniversary  is  of  great 
significance  and  pride  for  us  in  this  respect  as  well. 

We  would  therefore  invite  those  who  are  able,  to  attend  the  next  session 
of  the  Working  Group  where  this  important  beginning  will  be  commemorated. 
We  would  especially  urge  those  brothers  and  sister  who  attended  the  first 
World  Conference  in  1977  to  attend,  that  they  may  be  recognized  in  a good 
way. 

We  very  much  regret  that  our  organization  is  unable  to  provide  any 
financial  assistance  for  those  interested  in  attending.  All  will  have  to 
make  their  own  arrangements. 

If  your  attendance  is  possible,  we  would  remind  you  that  it  is  important 
to  bring  traditional  dress  to  this  event,  to  again  demonstrate  to  the  UN 
the  diversity  of  our  Peoples,  Nations  and  cultures.  If  it  is  possible, 
please  also  bring  traditional  foods  for  the  Indigenous  Peoples'  reception, 
keeping  in  mind  that  Switzerland  has  regulations  on  the  importation  of 
meat.  It  is  recommended  that  frozen  meat  be  sent  through  diplomatic  pouch 
via  the  embassies  of  friendly  states. 

There  will  be  three  major  events  in  the  commemoration: 

1)  Commemorating  the  march  of  Indigenous  Peoples  in  1977,  there  will  be 

a march  of  Indigenous  Peoples  in  traditional  dress  through  the  main  gates 
of  the  UN,  on  Monday,  Duly  28,  at  10:00  am,  demonstrating,  as  was  done  in 
1977,  that  Indigenous  Peoples  cannot  be  denied  entrance  to  the  UN.  Once 
inside  the  UN,  prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  regular  session  of  the 
Working  Group,  representatives  of  Indigenous  Peoples,  chosen  at  the 
preparatory  meeting  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  at  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  building  in  Geneva,  will  address  the  session,  and  exchange  gifts 
with  representatives  of  the  United  Nations. 

2)  Thursday,  Duly  31,  Indigenous  Peoples  will  host  a reception  for 
representatives  of  the  UN  and  the  public  in  the  evening  at  the  UN  Beach, 
where  traditional  foods  will  be  served. 

3)  The  Lord  Mayor  of  Geneva  will  host  a reception  on  Friday,  August  31, 


beginning  at  5:00  pm.  This  event  coincides  with  the  Swiss  national 
holiday  and  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  their  celebration  at  the 
Promenade  des  Bastions  across  from  the  Palace  Neuve.  This  event  is  also 
of  historic  tradition,  as  it  marks  the  reception  given  in  1923  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Geneva,  to  Descaheh,  the  Cayuga  Chief  who,  representing  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy,  was  the  first  Indigenous  representative  to  the 
League  of  Nations.  An  area  for  the  sale  of  crafts  has  also  been  set  aside 
for  this  event. 

If  your  presence  is  possible,  and  you  need  more  information,  please 
contact : 

Respectful  Greetings, 

Bill  (limbo)  Simmons 
International  Indian  Treaty  Council 
San  Francisco,  California,  US, 
tel:  (415)512-1501 
fax:  (415)512-1507 
email:  iitc@igc.apc.org 


Kenneth  Deer 
The  Eastern  Door 
Mohawk  Territory 
(514)635-3050 
(514)635-8479 
easterndoor@montreal . com 


This  invitation  is  also  available  on  the  web  at: 
http: //hookele . com/iitc/20anniv . html 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

! INTERNATIONAL  INDIAN  TREATY  COUNCIL  ! 

http : //hookele . com/iitc 


sent  by:  Information  Office 
54  Mint  Street,  Suite  #400 
San  Francisco,  California  94103 
Telephone:  (415)  512-1501 
Fax:  (415)  512-1507 
email:  iitc@igc.apc.org 

Draft  Declaration  & Related  Documents 
http://hookele.com/iitc/draftdec . html 
http://hookele.com/netwarriors 


Administrative  Office 
456  N.  Alaska  Street 
Palmer,  Alaska  99645 
Telephone:  (907)  745-4482 
Fax:  (970)  745-4484 
email:  iitcak@corecom.net 


"RE:  New  York  Tax  War  Not  Won  Yet" 


Date:  Sun,  15  Dun  1997  01:37:24  -0400 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : IROQUOIS-NEW  YORK  STATE  TAX  WAR  NOT  WON  YET 

:S . I .S.I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 

IT  WAS  THE  GRASSROOTS  IROQUOIS  WHO  WON  NYS  TAX  BATTLE  BUT  WAR  NOT  WON  YET 

MNN  Mohawk  Nation  News.  4-Dun-97.  After  a meeting  of  the  'League  of 
First  Nations",  a group  of  Iroquois  business  and  grassroots  people,  a 
spokesperson  said,  "Clearly,  we  have  won  an  important  battle,  but  we  have 
not  won  the  war.  Now  that  we  have  reached  this  point  the  work  is  really 
just  beginning".  People  were  cautioned  not  to  fall  asleep  but  to  work 
diligently  to  make  sure  they  are  prepared  for  whatever  may  present  itself. 

The  League  of  First  Nations  agreed  to  set  up  a procedure  in  each 
Iroquois  territory  so  that  businesses  can  contribute  financially  to  the 
communities,  such  as  one  that  has  been  in  place  on  Akwesasne  Mohawk 
Territory  for  2 years.  "We  have  to  dispel  the  arguments  of  New  York  State 
that  only  individuals  are  benefiting  and  not  the  communities.  Many 
business  people  have  been  contributing  all  along  but  not  in  a structured 
way" . 

It  was  also  pointed  out  that  the  business  contributions  should  be 
divided  differently  - into  the  general  funds  of  any  properly  constituted 
government,  traditional  or  elected,  and  to  community  projects.  Also  there 
should  be  a 'Legal  Defense  Fund'  always  in  place  and  a large  'War  Chest' 
should  be  put  together  for  the  future  fight.  "We  should  not  be  afraid  to 
call  it  a War  Chest  because  New  York  State  and  other  governments  are 
continually  declaring  war  on  us  by  their  actions,  and  we  have  to  be  ready". 

Everybody  at  the  meeting  realized  that  the  power  to  win  the  battle  at 
Onondaga,  Cattaraugus,  Akwesasne  and  other  Indian  communities  came  mainly 
from  the  grassroots  sources.  Their  voice  and  power  has  returned.  All  of 


these  procedures  of  the  Great  Law  of  Peace,  the  Iroquois  Constitution,  are 
being  learned,  relearned  and  followed.  This  is  bringing  our  communities 
and  nations  back  into  balance.  These  battles  since  April  1st  1997  have 
reinforced  that. 

Most  important,  "everyone  who  worked  on  the  NYS  tax  fight,  whether  as 
individuals  or  entities,  contributed  to  the  present  victory".  NYS 
Governor  Pataki  backed  off  and  put  a bill  forward  acknowledging  Indian 
sovereignty  and  that  NYS  cannot  legally  collect  taxes  from  Indians.  "The 
grassroots  people  who  put  themselves  on  the  front  lines  in  order  to 
preserve  our  sovereignty,  who  were  brutally  assaulted,  arrested  and  jailed 
have  to  be  commended  and  thanked". 

However,  full  information  on  the  issues  must  e disseminated  at  the 
grassroots  of  each  community  and  nation,  given  the  brutal  attack  by  NYS 
Troopers  at  Onondaga  on  May  18th  which  was  ordered  by  the  so-called  chiefs 
On  Dune  2nd  the  Onondaga  People  issued  a statement  condemning  "All  15 
leaders  who  signed  the  Tax  Agreements  with  NYS  without  the  Peoples' 
consent  or  knowledge",  and  all  those  Clanmothers,  faithkeepers  and 
supporters  who  helped  them  try  to  sell  out  the  Confederacy.  "The  Great 
Law  states  that  treason  is  automatic  removal  from  their  positions". 

The  Warriors  are  a symbol  of  the  power  of  the  people.  There  are  many 
who  stood  up  but  there  are  many  who  are  still  afraid  of  the  treasonous  so- 
called  leaders.  The  tide  is  changing.  New  York  State  is  finding  out  that 
the  Iroquois  no  longer  have  blind  faith  in  their  collaborators.  There  are 
now  5 names  on  the  billboard  off  Highway  81  at  Onondaga  listing  the 
traitors  of  the  Iroquois  People  - Oren  Lyons,  Irving  Powless  Hr.,  Ollie 
Gibson,  Doug  George  and  Doe  Heath. 

"As  for  courage,  it  is  the  Great  Law  that  makes  us  that  way.  When  we 
know  our  law,  then  our  law  guides  us  on  how  to  make  clear  decisions  using 
the  three  principles  of  peace,  righteousness  and  power.  Each  one  of  us 
then  carries  out  our  duty  and  responsibility  in  the  best  interests  of  our 
people. " 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<maj or domo@speakeasy.org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Carlisle  in  Reverse"  

Date:  Thu,  12  Dun  1997  19:36:52  -0400 
From:  Sandy  Sunderland  <wasicuwin@QED. NET> 

Sub j : Carlisle  in  Reverse 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

This  past  weekend  we  attended  the  Strawberry  Festival  in  Kanatsiohareke, 
a traditionally  run  Mohawk  community  in  Fonda,  New  York.  This  is  one  of 
my  special  projects  and  I was  pleased  to  hear  Tom  Porter,  the  spiritual 
leader  of  the  community  voice  his  dreams  of  establishing  what  he 
temporarily  calls  a "Carlisle  in  reverse"  as  he  seeks  input  for  an 
appropriate  name. 

Tom's  goal  is  to  establish  a boarding  school  at  Kanatsiohareke  in  which 
the  students  would  be  immersed  in  Iroquois  culture  and  languages.  At  a 
meeting  last  year,  several  Mohawk  and  Onondaga  speakers,  two  clan  mothers 
and  a faithkeeper  attended  the  preliminary  meeting.  They  are  very  excited 
about  the  idea  and  are  bringing  the  concept  to  the  various  tribes  to 
determine  if  the  Six  Nations  Peoples  feel  this  is  needed  or  wanted. 

Unlike  tribal  schools  on  other  reservations,  this  would  be  a boarding 
school  so  that  the  youngsters  would  be  exposed  to  their  own  culture  and 
languages  continuously.  Tom  estimates  that  only  about  5000  of  about  40, 


000  Mohawk  are  fluent  in  their  language  so  that  parents  are  unable  to  pass 
it  on  to  their  children  at  home. 

Anyone  interested  in  knowing  more  about  this  remarkable  community  or  how 
they  may  help  support  this  effort  may  contact  me  directly. 

Sken:nen  kenhak 
Sandy 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Council 
Ask  about  the  NAT-IMATION  native  language  vcr/TV/web  group-->  Info@UNAT.org 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Fri,  13  Dun  1997  20:47:59  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  7 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE- - 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the  band-stand 


who  is  NOT 

an  Indian. 

P R I C 

E:  --10  C E 

N T S A Y 

EAR 

Entered  in 
class  mail 

the  P.O.  at 
matter. 

Carlisle  as 

second 

Address 

INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle, 
Miss  M.  Burgess, 

Pa. 

Manager. 

Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 


VOL.  XII.  FRIDAY,  Dune  18,  1897  NUMBER  36 


QUEEN  VICTORIA 


The  papers  are  full  of  pictures  and  stories  of  the  queen  of  England, 
and  still  more  interesting  stories  and  attractive  pictures  of  Victoria 
are  to  be  expected  before  another  week  passes. 

Sixty  years  have  gone  by  since  Victoria,  the  only  daughter  of  the  Duke 
of  Kent,  and  Granddaughter  of  George  III1,  became  queen  of  England. 

So  this  is  her  diamond  jubilee. 

Queen  Victoria  has  reigned  longer  than  any  queen  or  king  of  England 
ever  did  before. 

She  is  now  78  years  of  age  and  has  good  health. 

At  eighteen  years  of  age  she  became  queen.  It  was  on  Dune  20,  1837. 

So  this  Dune  20,  1897,  is  the  day  when  London  and  all  England  will  turn 
out  in  one  great  celebration  to  do  honor  to  their  beloved  queen. 

Tuesday  the  22nd  is  to  be  the  wonderful  pageant  day. 

The  Indians  of  Canada,  no  doubt,  will  do  their  part  in  the  great 
celebration,  as  they  are  subjects  of  Queen  Victoria,  and  with  her  other 
subjects  will  wish  to  do  her  honor. 


CUTE  AXLE-WORKS'  WHISTLE. 


"That's  cute!" 

"What's  cute!" 

"0,  that  war-whoop.  Didn't  you  hear  it?  Dust  the  thing  for  an  Indian 
school!"  said  Miss  Newarrival  enthusiastically. 

"But  I don't  know  what  you  mean/'  replied  Miss  Oldteacher. 

Dust  then  the  siren  on  Gardner  Bros. ' Axle  Works  let  loose  in  all  its 
melancholy,  wailing,  and  winding,  piteous,  woe-begone  hideousness,  for 
the  second  noon  call. 

"That's  it!  That's  a war-whoop,  isn't  it?"  said  Miss  Newarrival. 

"Why  no,  that's  a steam  whistle!" 

"Yes,  I know!  Of  course!  A steam  whistle.  Capital  idea!" 

"Why,  a capital  idea?" 

"To  show  off  a war-whoop,  don't  you  know?  Splendid!  Dust  the  THING  for 
an  Indian  school." 

And  it  required  all  the  dinner  hour  to  explain  to  Miss  Newarrival  that 
the  noise  she  heard  was  not  invented  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  an 
Indian  war-whoop. 


NEVER  DISAPPOINTED. 


One  cent  a month  pays  for  the  HELPER.  Think  of  it!  And  in  it  news  is 
given  that  the  reader  can  get  through  no  other  means. 

Is  it  too  much  self-praise  to  publish  an  encouraging  letter  now  and 
then,  such  as  the  following  from  a stranger  in  Ohio?  "Enclosed  please 
find  ten  cents  to  renew  my  subscription  for  another  year.  Were  it  many 
times  the  amount  I would  gladly  pay  it.  A wonderful  amount  of  bright, 
interesting  news  is  contained  in  the  little  paper  each  week.  It  reaches 
me  in  the  Saturday  evening's  mail.  I anticipate  much  pleasure  in  the 
perusal  of  it  and  am  never  disappointed." 

And  this  from  New  York: 

"We  greatly  enjoy  reading  the  little  HELPER,  for  it  is  rightly  named. 

I have  the  honor  of  acquaintance  with  Capt.  Pratt  and  have  met  a number 
of  the  boys  and  girls,  and  am  a firm  believer  in  the  future  of  the 
American  Indian." 


Straight  whiskey  is  liable  to  make  crooked  men. 

The  more  INTELLIGENCE  a person  puts  in  his  work  the  more  valuable  he 
becomes . 

Quite  elaborate  and  fanciful  invitations  have  been  received  for  the 
Commencement  exercises  at  the  Chilocco  Indian  School,  Oklahoma. 

Luzena  Choteau,  class  '92,  who  has  been  for  several  years  in  the  city 
rush  of  business  life  in  Chicago,  says  by  recent  letter,  that  she  sees 
by  the  calendar  that  spring  is  here,  but  has  not  taken  time  to  go  to  the 
park  to  observe.  She  is  becoming  interested  somewhat  in  politics,  and 
says  Chicago  became  very  much  heated  over  the  Humphrey  Bill.  So  long  as 
it  is  not  Bill  Humphrey  we  shall  be  satisfied  with  Miss  Choteau 's 
interest . 

Invitations  to  attend  the  Wind  River  Boarding  School  closing  exercises 
for  Dune  20th,  signed  by  the  Superintendent,  Wm.  P.  Campbell,  have  been 
received  by  several  of  our  faculty.  We  see  that  one  of  the  numbers  on 
the  musical  part  of  the  program  is  "Swinging'  Neath  the  Old  Apple  Tree," 
taught  to  our  students  years  ago  by  Miss  M.  R.  Hyde.  We  have  never  had 
a piece  sung  since  which  sounded  better  than  that  old  song. 

If  your  HELPER  is  printed  crooked,  please  remember  that  our  force  is 
made  up  of  apprentices.  If  we  had  skilled  workmen  we  should  have  to 
charge  more  for  the  paper.  Our  office  is  a school  of  printing,  and  our 
aim  is  perfection,  but  we  must  continually  try  new  hands  at  the  press, 
and  if  a green  pressman  prints  99  out  of  every  100  straight,  the  100th 
may  be  a little  off  the  mark  and  you  may  get  it.  If  you  are  filing  your 
papers  and  wish  a good  copy  drop  a card  asking  for  same,  and  we  shall  be 
happy  to  comply  with  your  request. 

On  Monday,  Miss  Leila  Cornelius,  '96,  received  a certificate  from 
Drexel,  Philadelphia,  showing  that  she  has  completed  the  Private 


Secretary's  Course  of  that  famous  school  of  learning. 
Assistant-Superintendent  A.  D.  Standing  represented  our  school  at  the 
graduating  exercises,  and  was  among  the  first  to  congratulate  Miss  Leila 
on  her  success.  Angel  deCora  of  the  Winnebago  tribe  took  second  prize 
for  drawing  from  life.  Miss  deCora  has  been  a student  at  Hampton  and  at 
Wellesley.  She  is  now  at  her  home  in  Nebraska,  sketching  for  future 
study. 

For  fifty  cents  the  book  "Stiya",  will  be  sent  post  paid  to  any 
address  in  the  United  States  or  Canada,  to  those  interested  in  knowing 
what  trials  an  Indian  girl  on  her  return  to  the  Indian  camp  meets,  it  is 
a thrilling  little  story,  founded  on  fact.  One  of  our  teachers,  a few 
years  ago,  visited  the  Pueblos  in  New  Mexico.  She  climbed  their  curious 
ladders,  sat  down  and  talked  with  returned  Carlisle  girls,  in  their 
adobe  homes.  Her  heart  was  pained  by  many  experiences  they  gave,  and 
when  she  returned  to  the  school,  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  she 
wrote  a story  combining  in  one  character,  called  Stiya,  the  village  life 
of  several 

of  our  girls.  It  is  a pathetic  tale,  but  not  overdrawn.  The  book  is 
printed  on  the  best  of  paper  at  the  Riverside  Press,  Cambridge,  and 
contains  numerous  illustrations  showing  the  quaint  adobe  houses,  and  the 
Indians  in  their  native  dress.  Address  HELPER. 

Mosquitoes!  Buzz! 

Showers,  and  more  of  them. 

Victims  of  rose  colds  are  sneezing. 

The  school  year  is  very  near  its  end. 

Dune  bugs  are  not  so  numerous  this  year. 

Charles  Roberts,  typo,  was  among  the  country  goers  this  week. 

Strawberries  from  the  near  farm,  enough  for  the  whole  school! 

Little  Mary  Stone,  Carlisle's  baby  of  about  six,  has  gone  to  a country 
home. 

Capt.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  attended  State  College  Commencement  Exercises, 
this  week. 

Messrs.  Paul  Nicolai  and  Dones,  Dickinson  College  students,  were  among 
the  callers  on  Thursday. 

Monday  was  flag  day,  and  several  extra  flags  were  seen  floating  from 
various  patriotic  windows  and  balconies. 

Henry  Redkettle,  class  '97  has  returned  from  the  country,  where  he 
went  in  March.  Henry  is  on  the  home-going  list. 

Timothy  Henry,  class  '96  has  gone  to  his  home  in  New  York,  to  remain 
indefinitely.  He  has  a business  opening  and  goes  to  fill  it. 

Hon.  Dohn  F.  Lacey,  United  States  Representative  from  Iowa,  visited 
the  school  on  Thursday,  and  seemed  much  interested  in  the  work. 

Mamie  Moschamp  who  has  been  taking  treatment  at  the  Medio  Chirurgical 
Institute,  Philadelphia,  for  a deformed  foot,  has  returned.  She  still 
wears  a brace  but  will  be  all  right  in  time. 

It  is  now  the  Seniors'  and  Duniors'  turn  to  go  to  the  country  for  the 
summer.  They  have  been  looking  longingly  for  the  day  when  they  could 
leave  their  lessons  without  risk  to  their  diplomas  in  '98  and  '99. 

Miss  Mary  Miller,  class  '97,  has  left  her  Kindergarten  work  in 
Philadelphia  for  the  summer  and  has  found  a delightful  home  in  the 
country,  she  says.  Strange  to  say.  Miss  Mary  really  prefers  country 
life,  and  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  does  not  blame  her. 

Capt.  Pratt  was  the  happy  recipient  of  a box  of  roses  and  carnations 
through  the  mail,  but  is  at  a loss  to  know  whom  to  thank  for  the  much 
appreciated  gift.  He  therefore  takes  this  means  of  expressing  his 
gratitude. 

A new  arrival  from  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  is  Estalene  M.  Depelsquestangue. 

The  blacksmith  and  wagon  department  shipped  a spring  wagon  to 
Pipestone,  Minn.,  this  week. 

Those  wheelmen  who  are  light-headed  enough  to  think  that  they  can  go 
through  town  after  dark  without  head-lights,  may  get  arrested  some  of 
these  nights. 

A boating  party  given  by  Messrs.  Snyder  and  Cochran  embraced  nearly 
all  the  "goable"  people  at  the  school  on  Tuesday  evening. 

Notwithstanding  the  wind  was  a little  high  at  first,  rowing  was  fine  and 


the  party  returned  to  the  school  at  a reasonable  hour  having  had  a 
delightful  time. 

At  the  opening  exercises  of  school  on  Thursday  Miss  Ericson  talked 
upon  "Some  Queer  old  Cities."  On  Friday,  Linnie  Thompson  rendered  a 
solo,  "Venetian  Waltz  Song";  On  Monday  Professor  Bakeless  spoke  upon 
"Robert  G.  Shaw  and  his  memorial".  On  Tuesday  Miss 
Peter  described  "Reformed  Spelling"  and  on  Wednesday  lames  Wheelock 
played  a clarinet  solo  entitled  "Sparkling  Dewdrops". 

The  Academic  Library  is  being  overhauled,  and  works  of  reference  are 
being  rebound.  Considering  that  800  boys  and  girls  use  these  books  they 
are  well  taken  care  of.  Professor  Bakeless  says  this  library  is  badly 
in  need  of  three  or  four  hundred  books  on  Science, 

History  and  stories  for  children.  It  is  hoped  that  these  may  be 
obtained  before  school  opens  in  the  Fall. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  CHILOCCO  INDIAN  SCHOOL, 
OKLAHOMA 


Our  fruit  crop  this  year  will  be  very  large  again. 

The  prospect  for  a large  crop  of  wheat,  oats,  corn  and  hay  is 
splendid.  The  best  in  many  years. 

Supervisor  Rakestraw  has  been  spending  the  past  two  weeks  here  with 
his  family  on  account  of  sickness. 

The  band,  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Purdy,  the  school  baker,  is 
coming  right  to  the  front,  and  plays  nicely. 

The  fine  new  hospital,  costing  in  all,  $5,000,  will  be  completed  and 
furnished  this  summer,  ready  to  go  into  before  the  opening  of  the  fall 
term. 

We  have  a "Band  of  Mercy"  with  a membership  of  nearly  three  hundred. 
Very  pleasing  and  instructive  programs  are  presented  at  their  meetings. 

Baseball  is  all  the  rage  now.  The  first  nine  under  Mr.  Bain's 
training  is  doing  excellent  work.  Even  the  knee-pant  boys  have  the 
fever.  They  have  a good  team,  and  a few  days  ago  met  the  knee-pant  boys 
of  Arkansas  City  and  defeated  them  by  a score  of  34  to  31. 

Our  band  and  baseball  team  took  a ten  days'  trip  among  the  schools  and 
towns  south  of  here,  and  had  a very  pleasant  time.  They  played  several 
games  of  ball  and  came  off  victorious  in  every  game.  They  boys  were 
accompanied  by  Supt.  Taylor,  and  were  royally  entertained  all  along  the 
line. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  this  season's  ball  games  with  the 
surrounding  towns:  at  Hackney,  Kas.,  Hackney  7,  Chilocco  10;  at  Newkirk, 
O.T.,  Liberty  3,  Chilocco  18;  at  Pawnee,  0.  T.,  first  game.  Pawnee  2, 
Chilocco  8;  second  game.  Pawnee  11,  Chilocco  23;  at  Ponca  City,  0.  T., 
Ponca  Cyclones  4,  Chilocco  9;  at  Blackwell,  0.  T.,  Blackwell  5,  Chilocco 
13;  at  Winfield,  Kas.,  Winfield  11,  Chilocco  16;  at  Arkansas  City,  Kas., 
Winfield  12,  Chilocco  4. 

-C.  E.  DAGENETT 


DEAD  AND  WHY? 


Chauncey  M.  Depew  wrote: 

"Twenty-five  years  ago  I knew  every  man,  woman  and  child  in 
Peekskill.  It  has  been  a study  with  me  to  mark  boys  who  started  in 
every  grade  of  life  with  myself,  to  see  what  has  become  of  them.  I was 
up  last  Fall  and  began  to  count  them  over,  and  it  was  an  instructive 
exhibit.  Some  of  them  became  clerks,  merchants,  manufacturers,  lawyers, 
doctors . 

It  is  remarkable  that  every  one  of  those  that  drank  is  dead;  not  one 
living  of  my  age. 

Barring  a few  who  were  taken  off  by  sickness  every  one  who  proved  a 
wreck  and  ruined  his  family  did  it  from  rum  and  no  other  cause." 


? What  does  "Wotanin  Kin"  mean?  And  how  is  it  pronounced? 


ALUMNI  HOLDING  THEIR  OWN  AT  BASEBALL 


The  most  interesting  games  of  baseball  played  this  season  were  three 
played  last  week  by  the  teams  composed  of  Alumni  of  the  school  against 
the  teams  composed  of  undergraduates. 

The  first  game  of  the  Alumni  was  against  the  Duniors,  in  which  the  '99 
boys  were  downed  by  a score  of  3-2. 

The  defeat  of  the  noble  '99' s aroused  the  indignation  of  the  '98  lads, 
and  they  came  forward  to  present  the  Alumni  "A  GOOSE  EGG",  but,  lo!  they 
too  were  treated  likewise,  the  score  being  11-10  in  favor  of  the  Alumni. 

The  lower  classmen  then  came  out  with  a great  deal  of  pluck,  thinking 
to  "do  up"  the  "Ex"  menj  but,  to  their  surprise,  the  "Ex"  team  by  this 
time  had  a little  more  practice,  and  put  up  a fine  game,  and  the  lower 
classmen  were  snowed  under,  the  score  being  12-1  in  favor  of  the  Alumni. 

3.  W.,  '96 


We  see  that  it  has  been  decided  to  sink  another  artesian  well  on  the 
Crow  Creek  reservation,  Montana.  A great  many  Indians  live  along  what 
is  known  as  Elm  Creek,  and  the  intention  is  to  turn  the  water  from  the 
new  well  into  this  creek  so  that  a permanent  stream  can  be  maintained. 


The  converted  Kiowa  Indians  under  the  leadership  of  a young  lady 
missionary  from  the  east  will  hold  a grand  camp  meeting  and  love  feast 
near  Anadarko  in  the  near  future.  -[Indian  Journal. 

Can  this  be  Miss  Reeside? 


"What's  the  matter  this  morning?  You  look  bilious  enough  for  it  to 
rub  off  on  your  handkerchief!"  and  the  M.O.T.B.S.  thought  that  was  the 
latest . 


Whiskey  that  will  cook  an  egg  will  cook  a stomach. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  15  letters. 

Try  to  avoid  6,12,14,15. 

8,2,3,10  for  yourself  a good  reputation. 

Children  should  try  to  keep  1,4,8,13,10. 

A noted  poem  by  Pope--5,7,9,2,ll. 

My  whole  are  noble  representatives  of  their  race. 

-Subscriber 


++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

-Submitted  by  Barbara  Landis 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Council 
Sub,  To:  Listserv@Maelstrom.stjohns.edu,  Body:  subscribe  NAT-FILM  full  name 
Native  Language  Animation  Group,  To:  NAT-IMATION-request@maelstrom.stjohns.edu 
NAT-SCRIPT  (Languages)  To : Listserv@Maelstrom . st johns . edu,  Body:info  nat-script 
All  content  on  Nat-Film  lists  are  "c"  copyright  original  authors/senders. 

— "RE:  Kit  Resources  for  Building  Transmitters"  

Date:  Tue,  17  Dun  1997  10:21:19  -0400 
From:  Doe  Campagna  <aconcert@CARROLL.COM> 

Sub j : Kit  Resources  for  Building  Transmitters 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

http: //www. paranoia . com/~filipg/HTML/LINK/F_FM10_more. html 

A few  links  which  contain  resources  for  plans  to  build  your  own  low  power 
radio  and  television  transmitters  for  reservations.  You  can  also  get  plans 
to  build  stereo  generators,  and  powerful  radio  frequency  amplifiers. 
http://www.access.digex.net/~cps/pirate.html 

is  a link  for  more  resources  which  can  lead  to  getting  info  on  some  more 
powerful  transmitter  plans. 


For  general  UNATBC  info  <aconcert@carroll . com>  loe  Campagna  (Volunteer) 

United  Native  American  Television  (tm)  Broadcasting  Council 
Locations  across  South  Dakota 

Helmina  Makes  Him  First,  PO  Box  53, Little  Eagle,  SD  57639 
Ben  One  Feather,  General  Delivery,  Little  Eagle,  SD  57639 
Ray  Uses  The  Knife,  PO  Box  590,  Eagle  Butte,  SD  57625 
Suella  High  Elk,  PO  Box  1266,  Eagle  Butte  SD  57625 
Vivian  High  Elk,  PO  Box  363,  Eagle  Butte  SD  (605) 

Adalbert  Zephier,  PO  Box  30,  Flandreau,  SD  57028 
Lorenzo  Thin  Elk,  Box  266,  Flandreau,  SD  57028, 

[Sioux  Nations  Council  contact]: 

Reginald  Cedar  Face,  PO  Box  311,  Pine  Ridge,  SD  57770 
Lyman  Red  Cloud  (contact  through  Reginald  Cedar  Face) 

[Broadcast  Funding  Concerts  - Elder's  Production  Oversight  Committees  ] - 
Ray  Uses  The  Knife,  Councilman  CRST 

[Broadcast  Concert  Coordinator  - Production  Sites  ] - 
Sam  Weddel,  Yankton  Sioux  Tribe,  Tribal  Planner 

[Dakota  Territory  Chairman's  Council] 

Through:  Ambrose  McBride,  Founder 
The  Dakota  Territory  Chairman's  Council 
c/o  Crow  Creek  Sioux  Tribe 

["The  Ownership  of  the  first  pilot  project  for  television  broadcasting  of 
United  Native  American  Television  Broadcasting  is  to  all  the  people 
starting  with  the  poorest,  eldest,  youngest,  and  the  rest  of  the  people  of 
the  following  "Tribes"  Nations."  (4-94  gsn/6-95.bhp:m)  The  resolution 
(states  that  it  will  be  overseen  by  the  traditional  elders  under  unity  and 
peace  with  the  following  Nations  and  was  approved  by  joint  resolution  of 
the  tribal  chairman  at  a regular  session  of  the  following  tribal  chairman 
as; 

by  Resolution  of  the  Dakota  Territory  Chairman's  Council: 

Chairman's  Council 
Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe 
Crow  Creek  Sioux 
Devils  Lake  Sioux 
Flandreau  Santee  Sioux 
Lower  Sioux  Indian  Community 
Oglala  Sioux 
Ponca 

Prairie  Island  Indian  Community 
Rosebud  Sioux 
Shakopee  Medwankan 
Sisseton  / Whapeton  Sioux 
Standing  Rock  Sioux 
Three  Affiliated  Tribes 
Turtle  Mountain  Chippewa 
Upper  Sioux  Indian  Community 
Yankton  Sioux 


When  this  intertribal  broadcasting  project  is  operating  it  will  support  the 
formation  of  100%  Indian-owned,  operated  affiliated  independent  stations 
spanning  North  America  and  South  America,  for  truth,  freedom,  ecology,  and 
accuracy  of  reporting  from  the  people  of  our  Western  Indigenous  Nations, 
and  the  good  people  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Canada,  South  America, 
and  Central  America. 


(Internet  Volunteer) 
voice  201-489-5057 


Doe  Campagna 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Council 
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"RE : Native  History  Databank"  

Date:  6 Dun  1997  15:09:49  GMT 

From:  databank@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca  () 

Sub j : Native  History 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

HERITAGE  DATABANK  CONSULTING  databank@f reenet . edmonton . ab . ca 

1-403-885-2505 

BBS  Operator:  3.  Fromhold 


HERITAGE  DATABANK  CONSULTING 


HERITAGE  DATABANK  CONSULTING  maintains  a 100,000,000  byte  (160,000 
pg.  printout)  History  and  Native  Studies  research  files  accessible  on-line 
by  computer  in  a BBS  format;  this  includes  over  60,000  files,  18,000 
bibliographies,  1,200  tribal  listings.  We  specialize  in  Western  Canadian 
Native  and  Historical  information.  Our  BBS  maintains  the  most 
comprehensive  on-line  files  on  the  history  of  Indian  Tribes  in  North 
America.  In  addition  our  files  are  expanding  into  broader  areas  of  world 
history. 

Files  can  be  accessed  on-line  via  modem  at  1-900-451-4166  IN  CANADA; 
Outside  Canada  other  arrangements  must  be  made.  Call  1-403-885-2505. 

Below  are  the  major  files  currently  existing  - more  detailed  listings 
follow  below: 

ARCHAEOLOGY  BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

GENEALOGIES  HISTORY 

NATIVE  STUDIES  NATURAL  HISTORY 

NORTHERN  DEVELOPMENT  BIOGRAPHIES 

ROCK  & ROLL  SONGS  NATIVE  ORGANIZATIONS  MAILING  LISTS 

ARCHAEOLOGY  (141,000  bytes;  30  cultures) 

AUTHORS  (174,000  bytes;  2300  references  consulted  in  this  BBS) 

CLIPPINGS  (125,000  bytes) 

GENEALOGIES  (243,000  bytes;  1300  individuals  - large  listing  of  the 
Cree  Big  Bear  & Cardinal  kin  group) 

GEOLOGY  (60,000  bytes) 

HISTORY  (10,000,000  bytes  total) 

AFRICA  (62,000  bytes;  23  states) 

ASIA  (241,000  bytes;  81  states) 

EUROPE  (167,000  bytes;  65  states) 

EURASIAN  PEOPLES  (154,000  bytes;  93  Peoples/tribes) 

NORTH  AMERICA  (9,000,000  bytes  total;  14  states) 

FUR  TRADE  (400,000  bytes  total;  Personages,  Events,  Posts  - 440 
posts  listed) 

CANADA  (7,500,000  bytes  total;  General  data,  Acadia,  Buffalo  Bone 
industry,  Hudson  Bay,  National  Parks,  New  France,  Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police,  Wars) 

LAWS  (230,000  bytes) 

1885  REBELLION  (332,000  bytes;  Events,  Rebellion  Conspiracies) 
PROVINCES 

ALBERTA  (4,800,000  bytes  total;  General  Data;  Events;  Caves, 

Climate,  Coal,  Farming/Ranching,  Fishing,  Forestry,  Ghost 
Towns,  Gold,  Hauntings,  Horses,  Income,  Law,  Logging,  Medicine, 
Mining,  Missions,  Negro,  Oil/Gas,  Provincial  Parks,  Steele's 
Scouts,  Trails,  Transportation) 

LOCATIONS  (2,800  places;  290  Posts/Forts) 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA  (290,000  bytes;  Gen.  Dat.,  Events;  300  locations; 

50  post/forts) 

MANITOBA  (245,000  bytes;  Gen.  Dat.,  Events,  200  locations;  52 
posts/forts) 

NB,  NFLD,  NS; 

N.W.T.  (260,000  bytes;  Gen. Dat.,  Events;  170  places  25  posts/ 
forts) 

ONTARIO,  PEI,  QUEBEC 

SASKATCHEWAN  (1,200,000  bytes  total;  Gen.  Dat.,  Events;  480 
locations;  76  posts/forts) 

YUKON 

UNITED  STATES  (800,000  bytes  total;  Events,  Gen.  Dat.;  Indian  Wars, 
States  - 23  states  listed)  (520  locations  total) 

MONTANA  (420,000  bytes;  300  locations) 

INDEX  TO  FURTHER  RESEARCH  (1,200,000  bytes,  40,000  headings) 

INDIAN  (41,000,000  bytes;  1200  Tribes) 

ABORIGINAL  LAW  (188,000  bytes) 

LEGENDS  (500,000  bytes) 

PLACE  NAMES  (470,000  bytes) 

TREATIES  (670,000  bytes) 

INDIAN  TRIBES 

Abenaki,  Absaroka,  Abenakis,  Abitibi,  Affiliated  Tribes  of 
Northwest  Indians,  Agate  Basin  Culture,  Ahikainah,  Aishihik, 
Akainai,  Akiskowak,  Alaska  Eskimo,  Alberta  Culture,  Alberta 
Native  Communications  Society,  Alberta  Slave,  Aleut, 

Algommequin,  Algonkian,  Algonquin,  Alimibequeck,  Allumete, 

Amiskapi  Pikuni,  Anasazi,  Andatahouat,  Anna,  Apache, 

Aputoksi  Pikuni,  Arapaho,  Arara  (SA),  Archecadrene, 

Archithinue,  Arcs  A Plat,  Arikara,  Aroland  First  Nation, 

Ashigane,  Ashkee,  Asinepoet,  Asini  Pwat,  Asinipwat, 

Asseeneepaytock,  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  Assembly  of 
Manitoba  Chiefs,  Asseneipouals,  Assine  Poet,  Assine  Poetsak, 
Assinepoet,  Assiniboin,  Assiniboul,  Assinikoon,  Assinipoils, 
Assinipwat,  Assini  Wachi  Wininiwak,  Assitaehronon,  Assiagueronon, 
Assitaeronon,  Assurini  (SA),  Athabasca,  Athabascan, 

Athapaskan,  Atena,  Athena,  Atnah,  Atsena,  Atsina,  Atsina-Algo, 
Attekameg,  Attistae,  Avonlea  Culture,  Awokanak,  Ayachiniwak, 
Ayachisinew  Wininiwak,  Ayachisinewak,  Ayatciyiniwak,  Aymara 
(SA),  Aztec,  Aztec-Tanoan 

Bad  Robes,  Bannock,  Bascoutton,  Baxoje,  Beaux  Hommes,  Bear 
Lake,  Beaver,  Beaver  Hunter,  Beaver  First  Nation,  Beaver 
Lake  First  Nation,  Beaver  People,  Beaver  River,  Beaver  Slave, 
Bedonkohe,  Bedzaqetcha,  Behansa,  Bella  Bella,  Bella  Coola, 

Beothuk,  Besant  Culture,  Big  Bellies,  Big  Bellies  of  the 
Missouri,  Big  Belly,  Big  Knife,  Big  Knives,  Bistchonigotinne, 
Bistchonigottine,  Black  Feet,  Black  Paint  People,  Black 
Pawnee,  Blackduck  Focus,  Blackfeet,  Blackfeet  Tribe  of 
Montana,  Blackfoot  (8,010,000  bytes;  3 Tribes),  Blackfoot 
Confederacy,  Blackfoot  Nation,  Blackfoot  Sioux,  Blanket, 

Blanket  People,  Blood,  Blood  People,  Blue  Cloud  People,  Blue  Earth, 
Boeuf,  Boothroyd,  Bouscoutton,  Braided  Hair,  Brule  Sioux, 

Buffalo  Nations  Cultural  Society,  Bungi,  Burnt  Thigh  Sioux, 

Cado,  Caddoan,  Came  Down  The  River,  Caribou  Eaters,  Caribou 
People,  Carrier,  Cascade,  Cassiar,  Castahanas,  Castor, 

Catawba,  Cayuse,  Central  Algonkin,  Central  Woodland 
Algonkin,  Central  American,  Chabatore,  Chaimanak,  Chayimanak, 
Champagne  & Aishihik  First  Nations,  Chantorabin,  Chaudiere, 
Chemawawin  First  Nation,  Chepawey,  Chepewyan,  Cheppewean, 

Cherokee,  Cheveux  Releves,  Cheyenne,  Chichique,  Chickesaw, 
Chikiwere,  Chikotin,  Chintagottine,  Chipewyan  (640,000  bytes; 


213  Bands;  Bands:  Adam  Boucher' s,  Ahthay's,  Akaitcho's, 

Alberta  Bands,  Athabasca,  Athabasca  Delta,  Athabasca 
Delta  Reserve,  Athabasca  River  Chipewyan,  Athabasca 
River  Reserve,  Barren  Lands,  Beaver  Crossing, 

Bedshidekkge ' s,  Benaouis,  Big  C,  Big  Channel,  Big 
Earth's,  Big  Head's,  Big  Point,  Big  Water,  Birch 
River,  Black  Lake,  Boucher's,  Brochet,  Buffalo  People, 

Buffalo  River,  Bull's  House,  Caribou  Eaters,  Caribou 
People,  Casimir's  Chard,  Chimaza's  Chipewyan  Prairie 
Dene  First  Nation,  Chipewyan 's,  Christina  Lake, 

Churchill,  Clear  Lake,  Cold  Lake,  Cold  Lake  First 
Nations,  Denesuline,  Deninu  K'Ue,  Desnedenekade, 

Dwellers  at  the  Foot  of  the  Head,  East  Arm,  Eastern 
People,  Edjieretrukenade,  Enemy  of  the  Stone  of  the 
Great  Lake,  English  Bay,  English  Chief's,  English  River, 
Etchreo  Tine,  Etchareottinne,  Etheneldeli,  Ettine 
Tinney,  Fish's,  Fitz-Smith  Native  Band,  Fond  Du  Lac, 

Fort  Chipewyan  # 201,  Fort  Chipewyan  Lake,  Fort 
Churchill,  Fort  Fitzgerald,  Fort  McKay,  Fort  McMurray, 

Fort  Rae,  Fort  Reliance,  Fort  Resolution,  Fort  Simpson, 

Fort  Smith,  Fred  Marcel's,  Gull  River,  Grand  Marais, 

Grayling  Creek  Reserce,  Great  Slave  Lake  Chipewyan, 

Grosse  Terre's,  Grosse  Tete's,  Hatchet  Lake,  Heart  Lake, 
Indian  Reserves  149,  167,  174,  194,  201,  Isle  A La 
Crosse,  lancier,  lulien  Ratfat's,  Katawabeda ' s, 

Kenoosayoo ' s,  Kenoseyo's,  Kinoosayoo ' s.  La  Grosse  Tere's 
Le  Grosse  Tete's,  La  Prise's,  Lac  Du  Brochet,  Lac  La 
Hache,  Lac  La  Loceh,  Lac  St.  Clair,  Laviolette ' s,  Le 
Camerade  De  Mandeville ' s,  Le  Goff,  Le  Grande  leune 
Homme's,  Le  Petit  Boeuf's,  Little  Beef's,  Little  Slave's 
Louison  Ahthay's,  Manitoba  Bands,  Marcel's,  Marten's, 

Meadow  Lake  Bands,  Michinipi  Pwat,  Michinipic  Poet, 

Maurice  Piche's,  Moberly's,  Northlands,  Northwest 
Territories  Bands,  Old  Fool's,  Old  Fort  Point,  Peace 
River  Bands,  People  of  the  Rising  Sun,  People  of  the 
River,  People  of  the  Stone  Fort,  Petit  Boeuf's,  Petit 
Casimir's,  Piche's,  Portage  La  Loche,  Prince  Albert, 

Prince  Albert  Grand  Council,  Rapahel  Bedschidekkge ' s , 

Rapid's,  Ratfat's,  Reindeer  Lake,  Richardson  Lake, 

Sahsesa  Tinney,  Salt  River,  Saskatchewan  Bands,  Slave 
River,  Smith  Landing,  Snowdrift,  Snuff's,  Stone  People, 

Stone  Rapids,  Tatsanottine,  The-Ottine,  Theottine, 

Thilano  Tine,  Thilanottine,  Thomas  Benaoui's,  Those  on 
The  Other  Side  of  the  Barrier,  Turnor  River,  White 
Fish's,  Whitefish  Lake,  Whitefish's,  William  Apisis'), 
Chipperas,  Chippewa  (380,000  bytes;  116  Bands), 

Chippewa-Cree,  Chippewas  of  the  Nawash  First  Nation, 

Chippewayeen,  Chipewayanoawok,  Chipewayanawak, 

Chiricahua,  Chitragottine,  Chitra-Gottineke,  Chiwere, 

Choctaw,  Christieneaux,  Christinaux,  Christino,  Cibeque 
Apache,  Cikanni,  Circee,  Clovis  Culture,  Cluny,  Coast 
Salish,  Cody  Complex,  Coeur  D'Alene,  Cold  Lake  First  Nations, 
Columbia,  Columbia  River,  Colville,  Comanche,  Commanche, 

Comox,  Confederation  of  Tribal  Nations,  Constance  Lake  First 
Nation,  Copper  Eskimo,  Copper  Indians,  Cottenais,  Cotton  Na 
Hew,  Cottonahew,  Cowichan,  Cree  (14,400,000  bytes;  1412  Bands), 

Cree  Nation  Tribal  Council,  Cree  Speakers,  Cri,  Cris, 

Cristieneaux,  Cristienaux,  Crow  (133,000  bytes;  6 bands). 

Crow  Foot,  Crow  Mountain,  Crow's  Feet,  Cut  Head,  Cut  Throat, 

Cuthead  Sioux,  Cutthroat, 

Dakota  (900,000  bytes;  127  Bands),  Datomes,  Datones,  Deerskin, 
Delaware,  Denbigh  Flint  Complex,  Dene,  Dene  Nation,  Dene-Tha, 
Deneid,  Denesuline,  Desnedenekade,  Desbedeyarelottine,  Dhegia  Sioux 
Digger,  Dinnae,  Dinnie,  Dirt  Lodge  People,  Dog's  Rib  People,  Dogrib 


Dorset  Culture,  Dusty  Head,  Dwellers  Among  The  Beaver, 

Dwellers  on  a Peninsula,  Dwellers  on  the  River,  Dwellers  on 
the  Rocks 

Eagle  Eyed,  Eahshejahbe,  Early  Woodland  Culture,  Earth 
People,  Earchithinue,  East  Main  Band,  Eastern  Algonkin, 

Eastern  People,  Eastern  Woodlands,  Echel  Tao  Tima,  Eden 
Culture,  Edjieretrukenade,  Eenou,  Einew,  Einewak,  Eleidlinottine, 
Enemies,  Enfranchised,  English  River  First  Nation, 

Enna,  Entrails  People,  Erie,  Esbaottine,  Esbataottine, 

Esbataotinne,  Esclave,  Eskimo,  Eskaleut,  Eta,  Etagottine, 
Etatchogottine,  Etchaoutinne,  Etchaottine,  Etchareottine, 
Etcheridiegottine,  Etchesottine,  Etechesottine,  Etheneldeli, 
Ettachaottine,  Ettine  Tinney,  Exact  People,  Exact  Speaking 
People,  Eythinyowuk, 

Fall,  Federation  of  Saskatchewan  First  Nations,  Fer  A Cheval, 

Fire  Nation,  First  Nations  Coalition  for  Accounability, 

Fish,  Flat  Flead,  Flatbow,  Flathead,  Flathead  Nation,  Flatside 
Dogs,  Floating  Down  The  River,  Flying  Fall,  Foes,  Folsom 
Culture,  Foolish  Folk,  Fort  William  First  Nation,  Fox 

Gens  De  Orignal,  Gens  De  Bois  Fort,  Gens  De  Montagnes,  Gens  du 
Montagne,  Gens  Du  Roche,  Gitksan,  Goat,  Grand  Council  of  The 
Crees  (of  Quebec),  Grand  Rapids  First  Nation,  Grand  Pagnes, 

Great  Basin  (73,000  bytes).  Great  Knife,  Great  Knives,  Great 
Padouca  Nation,  Green  Elands,  Green  Wood,  Gros  Ventre,  Gros  Ventre 
of  the  Missouri,  Gros  Vents,  Gu'tskia'we,  Gut  People,  Guyandot, 
Guyandotte,  Gwitchin 

Hahatonwan,  Elaida,  Elaihai,  Elaisla,  Elan,  Elanna  Culture,  Elare, 

Elay  River  Slave,  Elead  Cutters,  Eleiltsuk,  Elidatsa,  Hivernants, 

Eloha,  Elohe,  Elome,  Elopi  (140,000  bytes),  Elorn  Mountain  People, 

Elunkpapa  Sioux,  Eluron,  Eluronnne 

Illinois,  Inca  (SA),  Inca  Empire  (SA),  Indian  Association  of 
Alberta,  Indian  Birch  First  Nation,  Ingalik,  Ininiwak, 

Ininyowuk,  Innu  (17,000  bytes;  45  Bands),  Interlake  Reserves 
First  Nations,  Interlake  Tribal  Council,  Inuid,  Inuit,  Inuk, 
Inuktitut,  Inuvaliut,  Iowa,  Ioway,  Ipiutak  Cultre,  Iroquoian, 

Iroquois  (189,000  bytes;  27  Bands),  Isashbahatse,  Island  Butte  People 
Island  People,  Issati,  Iswanid,  Itama  Culture,  Itoaten 

Jayimanak,  Jasper  Snake 

Kahkakiwaitcanak,  Kainai  (3,000,000  bytes;  256  Bands),  Kainau, 
Kakakiwechanak,  Kakawatamitukinik,  Kalispel,  Kamloops  Phase, 
Kamanistiquia,  Kanehiaw  Estcik,  Kansas,  Kaska,  Kaskaskia, 
Kaskitewiyasitak,  Kaw,  Kawchaodinne,  Kawchodine,  Keethisteno, 
Kenisteno,  Kickapoo,  Kilistino,  Kilistinoc,  Killistino  of  the 
Nipisirene,  Killistinoe,  Killitinoe,  Kinbasket,  Kinehiyaw  Eschik, 
Kinepikew  Wiyiniwak,  Kinepiko  Wininiwak,  Kinesteno,  Kinistenoog, 
Kinisteneaux,  Kinistino,  Kiowa,  Kiowa  Apache, 

Kiristinon,  Kiristious,  Kitchigami,  Kitunahan,  Kiwistinok, 

Klanoh  Klatklam,  Klickitat,  Klikitat,  Klodesseaottine, 

Knaiakhotana,  Kojejewininewug,  Kootenai,  Kootonae,  Kopaqmiut, 
Kotasiskikaminowak,  Koyukon,  Krayirogottine,  Kraylongottine, 

Kree,  Krestino,  Kristeneaux,  Kristineaux,  Kullyspel,  Kutchin, 

Kutenai  (730,000  bytes;  124  Bands),  Kutenaian,  Kutona'xa, 

Kwakiutl,  Kyitonehe,  :-) 

L 'Association  Des  Metis  D'Alberta  et  D' Nord-Ouest,  Lake, 

Lakoda,  Lakotid  Race,  Lax  Kw'Alaams,  League  of  Indains  of 
Alberta,  League  of  Indians  of  Canada,  League  of  Indains  of 
Saskatchewan,  Lenape  (30,000  bytes,  3 Bands),  Lenapid  Race, 


Lerma  Culture,  Liars,  Lilloet,  Lilooet,  Little  Prairie  People, 

Lodge  By  The  River,  Long  Ear,  Loucheux,  Lower  Assurini  (SA) 

Mackenzie  Eskimo,  McKean  Culture,  Mahah,  Mahican,  Mai-Tain- 
Ai-Thi-Nish,  Maitain  Assini,  Maitain  Asini,  Makoutepoel, 

Maleceet,  Malecite,  Mamikininiwug,  Mandan,  Mandane,  Mangers 
de  Lard,  Manitoba  Metis  Federation,  Manitoba  Warriors,  Many 
Chiefs,  Marameg,  Maricopa,  Mascouten,  Mascoutin,  Mashquegon, 

Maskegon,  Maskote,  Massachuset,  Matauakirinouek,  Matawa 
First  Nation,  Matawa  Kirinouwak,  Mathias  Colomb  First  Nation, 
Mathkoutench,  Mattabesic  Confederation,  Maya,  Mekesue,  Meadow, 

Men  of  Diverse  Races,  Menomeni,  Menominee,  Menomini,  Meso- 
american.  Metis  (350,000  bytes).  Metis  Association  of  Alberta, 

Metis  Nation  of  Alberta,  Metoac,  Miami,  Micmac  (45,000  bytes; 

36  bands).  Middle  Woodland  Culture, 

Migichihiliniou,  Mihkowiyiniwak,  Minataree,  Minetaree,  Mingo, 
Miniconjou,  Minikayawozupi , Minikoozu,  Minitaree,  Minneconjou, 

Miscoo  Wininiwak,  Mississauga,  Mithcoo  Ethenue,  Moche  (SA), 

Mohegan,  Mohican,  Moniaw,  Moniaiginiwok,  Moniyaw,  Moniyawak, 

Monsauni,  Monsoni,  Monsounic,  Montagnais,  Montagnard, 

Moravian,  Moose  Lake  First  Nation,  Moose  People,  Moosomin 
First  Nation,  Mountain,  Mountain  People,  Mountain  Peoples 
Cultural  Society,  Mountain  Poets,  Mud  House  People,  Mud 
Lodges,  Muncy,  Muscagoe,  Muskagoe,  Muskegoe,  Musketoon, 

Muskoday,  Muskotay,  Musqueam 

Na-Anike,  Nabesna,  Nacho  Nyak  Dun,  Na-chu  Ny'a'k-dun,  Na-Dene, 
Nadouessis,  Nadouweseaux,  Nahane,  Nahani,  Nahanne,  Nahany, 

Nahathaway,  Nahiawuk,  Nahua,  Nai-ah-ya ' og,  Naka  Wininiwak, 

Naka  Wiyiniwak,  Nakkawininiwak,  Nakoukouhrinus,  Nakoda 
5,360,000  bytes;  564  Bands),  Nanaimo,  Nandawibi,  Nanymo, 
Napakstokwewak,  Naraganset,  Naskapi,  Nation  Du  Boeuf,  Nation  of  Fire, 
Nation  of  the  Boeuf,  Nauset,  Navaho,  Navajo  (80,000  bytes), 
Nayhaythaway,  Naywatame  Poet,  Naywattamee  Poet,  Nazca  (SA), 
Nehethewuk,  Nehiawak,  Nehiapwat,  Nehigawok,  Nehiyaw,  Nehiyawak, 
Nepissings,  Nesakep  Culture,  Netsilik  Eskimo,  Neutral,  New  England, 
New  Westminster  Band,  Nez  Perce,  Nicola  Valley  Culture,  Nicola  Valley 
Tribal  Council,  Nihames,  Nimousen  Alliance,  Nimpkish,  Nipissing, 
Nipmuc,  Misibourounik,  Nisga'a,  Nishga,  Niska,  Nitsitapi, 

Nohanus,  Non-Status,  Non-Treaty,  Nootka,  North  Eastern 
Algonkin,  Northard,  Northern,  Northern  Algonkin,  North 
Central  Algonkin,  Northern  Indian  Strangers,  Northern  Plains, 
Northwest,  Northwest  Coast,  Northwest  Plains,  Northwestern, 
Northwestern  Plains,  Norton  Culture,  Ntlakapmuh,  Ntlakyapamuk 

Ocean  Man  First  Nation,  Ogalala  Sioux,  Ojibwa  (370,000  bytes; 

113  Bands),  Ojibway,  Ojibwe,  Okanagan  (200,000  bytes), 

Okanogan,  Old  Crow,  Old  Michigan  Copper 

Culture,  Olmec,  Omaha,  Omaskekowak,  Ondatatouaouat,  Oneota 
Culture,  Onion  Lake  First  Nation,  Onze  Sansan,  Onze  Sansen, 

Oojibaway,  Ookanawgan,  Opwasimu,  Osinipoille,  Oskquisaquimai, 
Ossinipoile,  Otaskimewok,  Otauoais,  Otcipiwewak,  Oto,  Otoe, 
Otoe-Missouria,  Otomid,  Ottauau,  Ottawa,  Ouendat, 

Ouenebeigonhelinis,  Oueschekgagamiouilimi,  Ouikaling,  Outaoak, 
Outaouac,  Outaouak,  Oxbow  Culture 

Padouca  Nation,  Paegin,  Pahakana  (SA),  Paipekomak,  Paiute, 

Palani,  Papago,  Parted  Hair  People,  Passamaquadi , Patuxet, 

Pawistiko  Wininiwak,  Pawistikowininiwak,  Pawkee,  Pawnee, 

Paxoje,  Paygan,  Payment  People,  Peeagan,  Pegan,  Peigan, 

Pelican  Lake  Culture,  Pend  D'Oreille,  Pendant  D'Oreille, 

Pennakook,  Penobscot,  People,  People  Among  the  Beavers, 

People  Beside  the  Laughing  Water, People  Dwelling  in  the 
Shelter,  People  of  the  Fork,  People  of  the  Mountain  River, 

People  of  the  Mountains,  People  of  the  Place  of  the  Floating 


Scum j People  of  the  Rapids,  People  of  the  Rising  Sun, 

People  of  the  Rocks,  People  of  the  Stone  Fort,  People  of 
This  Place,  People  Who's  Lodges  are  Here,  People  Who  Speak 
Like  Ducks,  Peoples  of  the  Interior,  Peoples  of  the  North 
Sea,  Peoria,  Pequot,  Piankeshaw,  Piankshaw,  Picaneaux, 

Piegan,  Piekwi,  Pigan,  Piikani  Nation,  Pkano  Wiyiniwak, 

Pikano  Wininiwak,  Pikenow,  Pikuni  (2,600,000  bytes;  275  Bands), 
Pitchibourenik,  Plains  (timeline,  211,000  bytes). 

Plains  Bungi,  Plains  Chippewa,  Plains  Ojibway,  Plainview 
Culture,  Plaited  Hair,  Plascoted  Des  Chiens,  Plateau, 

Pleasant  Valley  People,  Pocumtuc,  Poet,  Poisson  Blancs, 
Pomnaska,  Ponca,  Porcupine,  Pork  Eaters,  Porteur,  Potawatomi, 
Pottawattomi,  Poundmaker  First  Nation,  Prairie  Pottawattomi, 
Prairie  Potawatomi,  Precise  Speakers,  Prince  Alberta  Grand 
Council,  Pueblo,  Puisascamin,  Puntlatch,  Pwat,  Pwatak  ;-} 

Quapaw,  Quechua  (SA),  Quechumara  (SA),  Quiche  (SA),  Quichua 
(SA),  Quinnipiac,  Quito  (SA) 

Rapid,  Rapids  People,  Rasaouakaoueton,  Real  People,  Rebels, 

Red  Indians,  Red  Pheasant  First  Nation,  Red  River,  Ree, 
Registered,  River  People,  Rocky  Mountain,  Roodt  Digger, 

Ruffian 

Sa  Ahksi,  Sadlermiut,  Sah  He  Ah  Be,  Saheabe,  Sahiya,  Sahesa 
Tinney,  Saiha,  St.  Francis,  St.  Francois,  Saleesh,  Saleeish, 
Salish,  Salishan,  Sandia  Culture,  Saihk,  Sanona,  Sanpoil, 

Sans  Arcs,  Santa  Rosa  Culture,  Santee  Sioux,  Sapeten,  Sarcee, 
Sarsi,  Sasiwak,  Sauk,  Sauk/Fox,  Saulteaur,  Saulteaux, 

Saulteaux  First  Nation,  Saulteur,  Sauteur,  Savannah,  Savanois, 
Saxsiiwak,  Sazuetina,  Scottsbluff  Culture,  Sechelt,  Seechelt, 
Sekana,  Sekani,  Selkirk  Focus,  Semiamhoo,  Seminole,  Seneca, 
Senipoet,  Shahaptian,  Shahyabi,  Shaway,  Shawnee,  Shawpatin, 
Shee-Wap,  Shell,  Sheyela,  Shibogama  First  Nations  Council, 
Shi-E-A-Lah,  Shieya,  Shi-E-Yah,  Shiyo,  Shoal  River  First 
Nation,  Shoo-Shwap,  Shoshone,  Shoshonean,  Shoshoni,  Shu-Shwap, 
Shuswap  (202,000  bytes;  34  Bands),  Shyela,  Sicamas,  Sicannie, 
Sihasabe,  Sikanni,  Siksika  (1,800,000  bytes;  176  Bands), 
Siksikau,  Sikxihahowex,  Silx  Nation,  Sinepoett,  Sioux, 

Sircies,  Sissseton,  Skalzis,  Skeetshoo,  Slave,  Slaves  of  the 
Upper  Hay  River,  Slavey,  Snake,  Snare,  Snaring,  Sneneymexw, 
Snenymo,  Sock,  Songhees,  Songish,  Sook,  Sooke,  Sorcereur, 
Soshoca,  Sochoco,  Soto  (1,260,  000  bytes;  218  Bands),  Soteaux, 
South  American,  Southward,  Southwd.,  Southwest,  Soyitapi, 
Sparrowhawk,  Spokan,  Spokane,  Spotted  Horse  People,  Squamish, 
Status,  Sto:lo  Nation,  Stockbridge,  Stone,  Stone  People, 

Stoney  Stoney  Sioux,  Stonies,  Strangers,  Strongbow,  Stongwood, 
Subarctic,  Sumas  Nation,  Sungatswitwunshasta, 
Sungatswwitwunshasta , Suscee,  Suseekoon,  Susquehannock, 

Sutaio,  Swhanemisgh, 

Taber  Man,  Tacullie,  Tagish,  Tahltan,  Tahmungcibi,  Takulli, 
Tamung  Chibi,  Tanaina,  Tanana,  Taos  Pueblo,  Tatsanottine, 

Tayhan  Nakota,  Tchatorabin,  Tco'Ko,  Tekamamcouene,  Tepehuan 
Tete  De  Boule,  Tete  de  Plate  Nation,  Teton  Sioux,  The-Ottine, 
Thekkane,  Theottine,  They  of  the  Wooden  Boats,  They  Who  Braid 
Their  Hair,  They  Who  Speak  a Different  Language,  Thickwood, 
Thilanottine,  Thlingchadine,  Thlingchatinne,  Thompson, 
Thunderchild  First  Nation,  Tillamook,  Timucua,  Tinnae, 
Tipahamawakunak,  Tiwa,  Tlehonnipts,  Tlingit,  Tlinkit, 

Toeganbe,  Tokanpee,  Toltec,  Tona'xa,  Tonkawa,  Totatkenne, 
Totonac,  Tonacan,  Treaty,  Treaty  Seven  Tribal  Council,  Tsade, 
Tsatinne,  Tsattine,  Tschantoga,  Tshabatore,  Tsetautkenne, 
Tsilhqot'in,  Tsimpsean,  Tsimshian,  Tso  Ottine,  Tso  Tli'na, 
Tso-tinne,  Tso-tlina,  Tsotli'na,  T'suu  T'Inna  (550,000  bytes; 


54  Bands),  Tsu'Qos,  Tunaha,  Tuna'ha,  Tuna'xa,  Tuna'xe, 

Tunaxa  Cultural  Group,  Tutchone,  Two  Kettle,  Tza-Denne, 

Tza  Tinne  (470,000  bytes;  72  Bands),  Tzo-tlina,  Tzotlina, 
Tzu-Tinne 

Umatilla,  Upper  Hay  River  Slave,  Usabetora,  Ussinnewudj 
Eninnewuk,  Ute  (32,000  bytes;  2 Bands),  Uto-Aztecan 

Wabenaki,  Wahpeton,  Wakashan,  Walla  Walla,  Wapemaksa,  Wapha 
Mawksa,  Washagamis  Bay  First  Nation,  Waymistikosiwok,  Wea, 
Weaw,  Wechepowuck,  Weepers,  Wendat,  Wenro,  West  Coast,  West 
Side,  White,  White  Mountain,  Wichiyela,  Wichita,  Wichiyela, 
Willamette,  Willow,  Willow  People,  Winiiwak,  Winnebago, 
Winterers,  Witapaha,  Wolf,  Wood,  Woodland  People,  Wyandot, 
Wyandotte 

Yakima,  Yanton  (20,000  bytes),  Yantonai,  Yatcheethinyowuc, 
Yellowknife,  Yetzkabi,  Yukon,  Yukon  First  Nations,  Yunca  (SA) 
MAILING  LISTS  (330,000  bytes) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  ((210,000  bytes) 

NORTHERN  DEVELOPMENT  (105,000  bytes) 

PERSONS/BIOGRAPHIES  (9,200,000  bytes;  18,000  listings) 

SALES  ITEMS  (History/Native  Studies  Books;  4000  Ethnographic  Col- 
lectables, costumes,  etc.) 

ROCK&  ROLL  LYRICS  (87,000  bytes) 

TITLES  (145,000  bytes) 

email : databank@f reenet . edmonton . ab . ca 

"RE : Poem:  Angry  Winds"  

Date:  Tue,  03  Dun  97  08:40:00  PDT 

From:  "EREC  - Fort,  Don"  <DFORT@nciinc . com> 

Subj : Angry  Winds 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Oyea  Tau  All, 

Thunder  clouds  roll  in 
pushed  by  angry  winds 
Darkness  blankets  everything 
lightning  flashes  crackle 
rain  and  hail  assault,  leaving 
Flesh  stinging  and  bruised 
Hands  groping  in  the  dark 
Children  lost  and  crying 
parents  stare  into  the  darkness 
mouthing  prayers  which 
they  do  not  believe 
Desperation  and  hope 
buffet  the  soul  - a tug  of  war 
is  played  out  in  our  hearts 
No  one  ever  wins 
Torrents  of  rain  expose 
hidden  bones 

Bones  cry  out  in  torment 
their  voices  like  thunder 
lighting  mimics  their  anger 
they  cast  the  hail  like  stones 
at  the  intruders 
rain  hides  the  tears 
angry  spirits  power  the  wind 
The  wind  seeks  out  the  pretenders 
as  they  seek  refugee  in  the  sweats 


and  cradle  their  pipes 

The  rain  fills  their  mouths 

causing  them  to  choke 

on  their  own  lies  and  deceit 

Their  vomit  reveals  their  consumption 

of  stolen  traditions 

Dars  filled  with  sacred  things 

are  pushed  by  the  winds 

and  come  crashing  down 

freeing  spirits  trapped  within 

The  angry  storm  moves  again 

the  gate  ways  to  the  Creator 

are  reopened  by  the  storm 

the  base  of  the  rainbow 

again  belongs  to  the  People 

Dubilant  spirits  dash  through. 

The  storm  braces  up  the  warrior  and 
the  young  and  the  old  and  the  unforgiving 
but  crushes  the  others 
The  storm  rolls  over  the  liars 
thieves,  rapists,  and  grave  robbers. 

Merchants  of  sacred  things 

are  punished  by  the  hail 

they  drown  in  their  own  bile 

When  the  days  of  desecration  are  over 

then  the  storm  will  end. 

Adonaset 

Walk  in  Harmony 

adonaset@radix.net 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Thu,  12  Dun  97  01:53:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  22-28 

IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

22 

Speak  softly  of  your  secret  joys. 

23 

Doy  is  the  visible  expression  of  wonder. 

24 

True  dreams  are  born  of  sea  spray,  of  ehukai. 

25 

Cherish  three  things  above  all  else:  the  life  of  the  land,  the  well-being 
of  the  spirit,  and  the  love  of  those  friends  who  are  dearest  to  us. 

26 

Be  one  with  the  winds,  and  give  your  spirit  wings! 

27 

The  gifted  storyteller  brings  the  past  to  life. 

28 

In  the  chant  of  the  ages  lies  the  secret  heart  of  the  people. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


Date:  Thu,  19  Dune  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Fri,  13  Dun  1997  16:56:18  +0000 

From:  Norman  Fournier  <norman@fournier-art . com> 

Sub j : Dune  21  - Canada's  National  Aboriginal  Day 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

National  Aboriginal  Day  is  Dune  21,  next  weekend,  and  there  are 
events  planned  all  over  Canada. 

These  are  a few: 

New  Brunswick  - The  Buctouche  First  Nation  will  be  holding  the 
Buctouche  powwow  from  Dune  20  to  Dune  21. 

Yukon  - You  are  invited  for  Bannoch  and  Tea  at  the  Elijah  Smith 
Building,  between  9:30  am  and  1:00  pm  on  Dune  20.  Enjoy 
Aboriginal  storytellers  and  performers. 

Northwest  Territories  - A smudging  ceremony,  arts  and  crafts 
demonstration.  Aboriginal  cultural  demonstrations, 
information  tipi.  Aboriginal  performers,  Dettah  drummers. 
Metis  reelers,  traditional  food  booth  and  traditional  story 
telling  are  all  part  of  the  National  Aboriginal  Day 
celebrations  at  Petitot  Park. 

Manitoba  - Have  fun  with  your  family  at  Aboriginal  Family  Fun  Day 
at  the  Forks  Festival  Park.  Events  include  a Sunrise 
ceremony,  adult  and  children's  games,  powwow,  multicultural 
entertainment  in  the  evening  and  fireworks. 

Ontario  - A Sunrise  ceremony,  softball  tournament,  singers,  drum 
group  and  dancers,  a fashion  show  and  children's  face 
painting  are  only  a part  of  the  celebrations  being  held  at 
Riverdale  Park  in  Toronto  from  6:00  am  to  10:00  pm. 

Nova  Scotia  - An  open-house  will  be  held  at  the  Atlantic  Regional 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs  in  Amherst,  Nova  Scotia. 

British  Columbia  - In  anticipation  of  National  Aboriginal  day.  Dune 
15  is  Aboriginal  Awareness  Day  at  Belcarra  Park.  The 
Coquitlam  School  District  is  hosting  a day  of  cultural 
activities  for  the  district's  Aboriginal  school  children 
and,  their  families  and  friends.  Activities  include 
traditional  canoe  demonstrations  and  rides,  five 
traditional  performing  groups,  art  demonstrations, 
workshops,  visual  displays.  Native  drama  and  a lahal  (bone 
game)  tournament. 

On  Dune  21,  National  Aboriginal  Day,  a traditional  First  Nations 
Sunrise  Ceremony  will  be  held  at  4:45  am  on  English  Bay  at  the 
Vancouver  Museum  & Planetarium  site  in  Vancouver.  This  ancient 
traditional  ceremony  will  be  performed  just  before  sunrise  on  the 
longest  day  of  the  year.  Chief  Leonard  George  will  open  the 
ceremony,  followed  by  a sunrise  breakfast. 

Doin  a company  of  braves  to  paddle  a long  war  canoe!  Rides  will  be 
offered  throughout  the  day. 

British  Columbia  - The  MacMillan  Space  Centre  in  Vancouver  is 

featuring  "China  Stars:  the  universe  above  the  Great  Wall" 
and  "Laser  U2",  a laser  and  music  extravaganza.  Admission 
is  free  for  Aboriginal  people. 

There  are  also  many  other  events,  many  with  free  admission  for 
Aboriginal  People.  Check  the  website  at 
http: //www. aboriginalday.  com  for  further  information 
Norman  Fournier 
norman@fournier-art . com 
http://www.aboriginalday.com 


Date:  Fri,  13  Dun  1997  12:08:28  -0400 

From:  Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch  <mnation@axess . com> 
Sub j : Indian  Economic  Futures:  Leadership  and  Problem  Solving  - 
SEMINAR  - 

Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 


AMERICAN  INDIAN  PROGRAM 
CORNELL  UNIVERSITY 

INDIAN  ECONOMIC  FUTURES:  LEADERSHIP  AND  PROBLEM  SOLVING 

DUNE  27-28,  1997 

9:30-5:00 

AKWE : KON  RESIDENCE  HOUSE 
TOWNHOUSE  COMMUNITY  CENTER 

This  seminar  will  explore  questions  related  to  the  economic  futures  of 
Native  communities  in  light  of  recent  state  and  federal  strategies  and 
actions  to  impose  authority  and  power  over  sovereign  Indian  nations. 
Leading  the  sessions  will  be  case  histories  presented  by  Indian  leaders 
who  have  personally  dealt  with  the  external  and  internal  dynamics 
surrounding  these  issues.  These  presentations  will  form  the  basis  for 
facilitating  discussions  on  issues  of  conflict  and  processes  for 
conflict  resolution.  This  leadership  seminar  will  also  serve  as  a 
primer  and  foundation  for  a more  comprehensive  academic  forum  on 
Indian/NYS  history  being  planned  for  the  1997/1998  school  year. 

+ What  is  the  role  of  leadership  among  contemporary  Native  peoples? 
Exploring  definitions. 

+ What  is  the  role  of  Indian  leadership  in  informing  their  communities 
and  the  American  publics  with  whom  they  represent  and  must  interact 
respectively. 

+ How  can  Indian  leadership  work  to  reduce  internal  conflicts,  establish 
cooperation  between  the  public  and  private  sectors,  and  establish  across 
the  board  accountability  for  their  institutions. 

+ What  processes  are  necessary  to  establish  Indian-to-Indian  dialogue  on 
issues  of  great  controversy? 

+ What  are  the  roles  of  public  discourse  and  debate? 

+ What  processes  can  assist  communities  to  envision  positive, 
cooperative  and  collective  futures? 

Leadership  presentations  are  being  confirmed  and  will  be  announced  at 
the  event.  In  addition  to  formal  invitations  to  New  York  State  Indian 
leadership,  and  open  invitation  stands  for  any  and  all  interested 
parties  to  contact  the  American  Indian  Program  at  (607)  255-4308.  The 
open  forum  is  indeed  open. 

This  event  is  the  fifth  in  an  on-going  series  of  continuing  open  forum 
seminars  organized  by  the  Akwe:kon  Press,  the  extension  unit  of  the 
American  Indian  Program  at  Cornell  University.  The  first  event,  "Indian 
Economic  Futures:  Governance  and  State  Taxation,"  held  September  1996, 
laid  the  conceptual  basis  for  the  series  and  resulted  in  a five-point 
communique.  The  second,  third  and  fourth  events  involved  lectures  by 
Ray  Halbritter,  Oneida  Nation  representative"  Rob  Porter,  professor  at 
Law  at  University  of  Kansas;  and  Dr.  Robert  Venables,  professor  of 
American  Indian  Studies  at  Cornell  University. 

A nominal  $25  registration  fee  will  be  charged  to  offset  the  costs  of 
the  conference.  Additional  donations  are  also  welcome. 


September  4,  1996 
Communique: 

American  Indian  Program  coordinators  have  capsulated  five  basic  points 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  conference  "Indian  Economic  Futures: 
Governance  and  Taxation."  These  points,  that  serve  as  the  foundation 
for  ongoing  research,  are  as  follows: 

1.  There  has  been  an  absence  of  objective  third  party  socio-economic 
studies  regarding  the  impacts  of  the  new  Indian  national  economies  on 
either  the  Indian  nations  themselves  or  their  bordering  communities 
(within  New  York  State).  As  a result,  political  and  legal  movements  are 
proceeding  ahead  of  any  significant  foundation  of  qualified  and  reliable 


information . 

2.  Three  technical  papers  prepared  by  Dr.  Robert  W.  Venables,  Cornell 
University  historian,  indicate  that  the  basis  for  New  York  State  to  tax 
Indians  in  any  form,  whether  for  commercial  activity  or  personal  income 
(earned  either  on  or  off  Indian  territories)  is  non-existent  in  the 
historical  and  legal  record.  The  movement  of  States  to  pressure  and 
negotiate  directly  with  Indian  nations  on  such  issues  as  taxation  runs 
counter  to  the  long-standing  government  to  government  treaties  and 
relations  between  Indian  nations  and  the  federal  United  States  and 
Canadian  governments. 

3.  The  development  of  the  Indian  business  sector  has  proceeded  within  an 
Indian  regulatory  vacuum.  The  Native  nations  remain,  in  many  instances, 
unequipped  to  design  and  implement  regulatory  systems  and  controls  for 
their  businesses  and  their  governments.  An  emphasis  should  be  placed  on 
development  of  the  required  human  and  physical  resources  to  effectively 
grow  and  manage  their  economies--to  become  accountable  across  the  board. 

4.  Along  with  social  and  cultural  development,  economic  development  is  a 
component  deemed  essential  for  the  Native  nations  within  New  York  State 
to  achieve  a reasonable  degree  of  self-reliance,  to  move  their 
populations  toward  more  productive  lives  and  to  establish  direct  control 
over  the  appropriation  of  adequate  resources.  Defining  what  those 
economic  indicators  and  values  should  be,  must  involve  fully  democratic 
processes  whereby  the  interest  of  all  sectors  of  the  communities  are 
accurately  and  fairly  represented.  It  was  stressed  that  events,  similar 
to  this  dialogue,  are  needed  to  create  forums  for  free  speech. 

5.  Strong  Indian  leadership,  from  all  sectors  and  institutions,  is 
required  to  achieve  the  resolution  of  internal  disputes.  It  is 
essential  that  the  Indian  nations  rebuild  themselves  to  be  able  to  deal 
effectively  with  challenges  that  are  mutual  in  nature.  In  some  cases, 
the  development  of  new  institutions  may  be  required. 

A Native  American  Initiative 
American  Indian  Program 
300  Caldwell  Hall 
Cornell  University 
Ithaca,  New  York  14853 
(607)255-4308  phone 
(607)255-0185  fax 
native_americas@cornell . edu 


Date:  9 Dun  1997  18:33:43  -0400 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Sub j : Native  Events  Calendar 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

These  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native  Events 
Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


Seattle, Wa.  Salmon  Homecoming  Celebration 
9/11/1997 

State:  WA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Traditional  native  american  food  and  dancing.  This  event  will  happen 
in  Seattle  on  these  dates  Sept.  11-14  at  the  Waterfront  Park  and  at  piers 
62-63-1483  Alaskan  Way.  Come  one  come  all!!!! 


Memphis  powwow 
6/15/1997 

State:  TN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

200  dancers  competing  for  over  $14,000  Duried  Native  American  Art  Show 
Over  50  booths  of  quality  Native  American  Made  arts  & crafts 

Drum  music  provided  by"The  BOYZ"  & "Greyhorse" 


Admission:  $5.00  Adults 
Children&senions 
$3.00--Children  under  3 FREE 


CAHABA  TRIBAL  ASSOCIATION 
7/25/1997 

State:  OK  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

1ST  ANNUAL  ARTS, CRAFTS  & TRADE  SHOW.GRANDFIELD,OK.  JULY  25,26,27.1997 
BRING  YOUR  TENTS  AND  SPEND  THE  WEEKEND .VENDERS  WELCOME  !!!! 

CONTACT: CINDY  & DAMES  DACKS 
405-479-3109 

NEVAL  & LISA  405-479-5748 
DODY  940-692-4547 
BRENDA 
940-564-5173 
BEARFACT(3NTS-ONLINE . NET 


Date:  Mon,  16  Dun  1997  13:58:00  -0700 
From:  johnlea  < johnlea@darrington . net> 

Sub j : Celebration  of  Generations 
UUCP  email 

Hello, 

I am  the  new  Health  Education  Coordinator  with  the  Sauk-Suiattle  Indian 
Tribe  in  Darrington,  Washington.  On  Dune  26-29,  1997  will  our 
Elders/Youth  conference  a "Celebration  of  Generations".  Our  focus  is  on 
health  education.  I am  at  this  time  trying  to  collect  any  materials 
that  we  can  make  available  to  those  who  attend.  Aids/hiv,  Tobacco, 
FAS/FAE,  Alcohol/Drug  abuse.  Gang  Violence,  Parenting,  Seat  Belt  Safety, 
Bicycle/roller  blade  Safety  and  more  are  some  of  the  topics  we  will 
address.  It  would  be  appreciated  if  you  can  help  or  refer  me  in  the 
right  direction. 

Respectfully, 

Dora  Dailey, 

Health  Education  Coordinator, 

Sauk-Suiattle  Indian  Tribe 
5318  Chief  Brown  Lane 
Darrington,  WA  98241 
360-436-1124 


Date:  Sat,  14  Dun  1997  21:23:01  +0000 
From:  Bobby  Castillo  <aimca(3earthlink. net> 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Doin  the  DEMAND  FOR  FREEDOM  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER 

INTERNATIONAL  DAY  OF  SOLIDARITY  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER 

SPONSORED  BY  THE  LEONARD  PELTIER  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE,  LEONARD  PELTER 

SUPPORT  GROUP  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO  AND  THE  AZTLAN  LIBERATION  ORGANIZATION 

DUNE  26  1997 

450  GOLDEN  GATE 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL 

12:00  TO  2:00 

NATIVE  DRUM  AND  MANY  SPEAKERS 

LEW  GERWITZ  ONE  OF  LEONARDS  FORMER  LAWYERS  ONCE  SAID 

"ITS  NOT  A QUESTION  OF  TRICKY  WORDS  AND  ANSWERS.  THE  ONLY  WAY  LEONARD 
IS  GOING  TO  BE  FREE  IS,  IF  WE  MAKE  THEM  LET  HIM  FREE.  THE  TIME  IS 
NOW.  GERONIMO  PRATT  THANK  GOD,  HE  IS  NOW  FREE  AND  WE  CAN  HEAL  THE 
SACRED  HOOP  BY  FREEING  LEONARD  PELTIER. 

DEMAND  DUSTICE  NOW,  DOIN  US  IS  DEMAND  LEONARD  PELTIER  FREEDOM. 


Date:  Tue,  10  Dun  1997  22:06:12  -0400 
To:  Mugsnmore@aol.com 

From:  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief  <blkfoot4@3rivers . net> 

Sub j : Peoples  Gathering  & Course  on  Blackfoot  History. 

1)  There  is  going  to  be  a Peoples  Gathering  in  the  Sweet  Grass  Hills  of 
Montana  (25  miles  north  of  Chester,  Montana)  from  August  7 to  10,  1997 
sponsored  by  Spirit  Talk  Press,  The  Blackfoot  Nation,  Browning,  Montana. 

There  will  be  dancing,  singing,  art  show,  marathon  runs,  food,  and 
spiritual  tradition  seminars  about  the  spiritual  importance  of  the 
Sweet  Grass  Hills  to  the  Blackfoot  and  other  tribes  on  the  Plains.  This 
is  a family  centered  event,  and,  there  is  NO  ADMISSION  FEE.  Bring  your 
own  tent  or  tipi. 

If  you  wish  to  have  a concession  please  come  and  set  up.  Everything 
sold  must  be  of  an  American  Indian  theme  and  Indian  made.  Everyone  must 
register  with  Spirit  Talk  Press,  The  Blackfoot  Nation,  Postal  Drawer  V, 
Browning,  Montana  59417.  Call  406-338-2882.  e-mail:  blkfoot4@3rivers.net 
Send  a self  addressed  stamped  envelop  if  you  need  a map. 

2)  A course  entitled  Blackfoot  History  & Culture:  Ancient  to  Modern  will 
be  taught  in  a tipi  camp  settling  near  Glacier  National  Park  in  the 
Blackfoot  Nation.  The  course  can  be  taken  for  credit  from  Flathead  Valley 
Community  College,  Kalispell,  Montana.  It  is  to  be  taught  by  Long  Standing 
Bear  Chief,  member  of  the  Blackfoot  Tribe. 

Course  dates  are  from  Duly  7 to  12,  1997.  You  may  take  it  for  the  fun  of 
it  as  well  as  for  college  credit.  Everyone  must  register.  Register  now  if 
you  want  to  share  in  the  meals  featuring  selections  of  Native  American 
origin . 

Field  trips,  short  Blackfoot  language  (Taught  by  Lena  Little  Leaf), 
plant  identification,  fishing  and  much  more.  Register  NOW! ! 

Long  Standing  Bear  Chief 


Calendar  of  Major  Public  Events  of  Lumbee  Tribe  in  1997 
LRDA  sponsors  and  supports  many  educational,  cultural,  and  recreational 
activities.  The  Annual  Lumbee  Homecoming  Festival  is  held  in  late  Dune/ 
early  Duly  and  includes  many  activities  to  celebrate  the  culture  and 
accomplishments  of  the  Lumbee  Tribe. 

LRDA  also  sponsors  two  annual  Powwows  held  in  the  fall  in  Pembroke  and 
in  the  spring  in  Lumberton.  Thousands  of  people  enjoy  educational  and 
entertaining  programs  during  these  events.  These  events  provide  excellent 
opportunities  for  Indian  people  to  showcase  their  arts  and  culture  and  for 
Indian  artists  to  market  and  sell  their  products. 

Visitors  are  cordially  invited  and  welcome  to  participate  in  the  following 
major  events  sponsored  by  the  Lumbee  tribe: 

Lumbee  Homecoming  Festival,  Dune  29  to  Duly  5,  1997 
Various  locations 
Pembroke,  N.C. 

Lumbee  Fall  Powwow,  October  10  to  12,  1997 
N.C.  Indian  Cultural  Center 
Pembroke,  N.C. 
http://www.lumbee-tribe.org 


From  News  From  Indian  Country 

Dun  19-21  Mowa-Chutaw  Tribal,  Mt.  Vernon,  Alabama 
Info:  334-829-5500 

Dun  20-22  2nd  Honey  Creek,  East  Moline,  IL 
Info:  309-755-4451 

Dun  20-22  Carthage  Heritage  Festival,  Carthage,  MO 
Info:  1-800-543-7975 


Dun  20-22  Red  Bottom  Celebration,  Frazer,  MT 

Info:  406-653-2880  or  406-768-5155 


Dun  21-22 
Info: 

4th  Two  Worlds  Intertribal  Lodge,  Stanwood,  MI 
616-344-7111 

Dun  27-29 
Info: 

12th  Indian  Hill,  Tehachapi,  CA 

805-822-1118 

Dun  27-29 

Info: 

2nd  Native  American  Heritage  International,  Rapid 
City,  SD 

605-341-9110 

Dun  28-29 
Info: 

Carlisle  Powwow,  Carlisle,  PA 

919-257-5383 

Dun  28-29 
Info: 

1st  Strengthening  Our  Families,  Grayslake,  IL 
773-561-1336 

Dun  28-29 
Info: 

Honor  Our  Children,  Belleville,  MI 

313-388-4100 

Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Larry  Kibby,  Danet  Smith, 
Marvin  and  Linda  Summerfield/Cherokee  Observer,  Debra  F.  Sanders, 

Barbara  Landis,  Anti-Racist  Action,  Karen  D.  Gould,  Robert  Dorman, 

Sandy  Sunderland,  International  Indian  Treaty  Council,  Mohawk  Nation  News 
Walter  Epp,  Nicholas  Wilson,  Dohn  Mohawk,  Preston  Hardison,  Larry  Innes, 
Doe  Campagna,  Dpoe  Fromhold,  Native  Forest  Network-ENA 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Bear  Lincoln  Case  Update"  

Date:  Sun,  15  Dun  1997  21:50:59  -0700 
From:  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn . org> 

Sub j : Bear  Lincoln  Case  Update  6/15/97 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

BEAR  LINCOLN  CASE  UPDATE 

Sunday,  Dune  15,  1997 

by  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn.org> 

++  Dudge  denies  motion  against  death  penalty 

++  Dudge  tightens  gag  order  --  defense  appeals 

++  Defense  benefit  dance  successful  despite  threats  of  violence 

UKIAH,  CA  --  After  a hearing  Friday,  Dune  13  on  pretrial  motions  in  the 
Bear  Lincoln  murder  case,  Superior  Court  Dudge  Dohn  Golden  ruled  against 
a defense  motion  challenging  the  death  penalty  and  deferred  decisions  on 
two  other  motions.  On  Monday,  he  tightened  a gag  order  barring 
participants  from  commenting  or  giving  information  to  the  media,  and  the 
defense  filed  an  appeal.  Six  weeks  of  individual  juror  questioning  has 
now  been  completed.  The  main  trial  is  expected  to  begin  about  Dune  30,  if 
jury  selection  is  completed  by  then.  A Friday  evening  Lincoln  defense 
benefit  dance  took  place  without  incident  after  a last  minute  location 
change  due  to  reported  threats  of  violence. 

As  previously  reported,  on  Dune  2 the  Lincoln  defense  team  filed  an 
unprecedented  motion  seeking  to  rule  out  the  possibility  of  the  death 
penalty.  The  motion  argued  that  the  prosecution's  decision  to  seek  the 


death  penalty  was  made  in  bad  faith,  based  not  on  the  evidence  in  the 
case,  but  on  ulterior  motives  to  seek  tactical  advantages  in  choosing  a 
jury  predisposed  to  a guilty  verdict. 

In  capital  cases  only,  jury  candidates  must  be  excused  if  they  can't 
understand  or  follow  the  law  regarding  the  death  penalty.  Sometimes  the 
position  is  clear,  as  when  the  juror  could  never  apply  the  death  penalty, 
or  states  that  it  should  always  be  applied  when  there  is  a first  degree 
murder  conviction.  Most  jurors  fall  into  a gray  area,  for  example  saying 
they  could  support  the  death  penalty  only  in  extreme  cases,  or  saying 
they  believe  in  an  eye  for  an  eye  and  strongly  favor  capital  punishment 
with  rare  exceptions.  The  defense  motion  accused  the  prosecution  of 
ulterior  motives  in  some  of  its  challenges  of  these  less  clear  jurors. 

At  the  Dune  13  hearing,  defense  attorney  Philip  DeDong  argued  the  motion 
unaided  by  co-counsel  D.  Tony  Serna,  who  had  a schedule  conflict.  DeDong 
argued  that  prosecutor  Deputy  D.A.  Aaron  Williams  was  trying  to  pick  a 
jury  biased  toward  finding  Lincoln  guilty  by  using,  or  failing  to  use, 
jury  challenges  based  on  death  penalty  attitudes.  Also,  he  said, 
eliminating  the  sizable  portion  of  jury  candidates  who  absolutely  or 
strongly  oppose  the  death  penalty  removes  those  most  likely  to  favor  the 
defense,  resulting  in  a jury  more  favorable  to  the  prosecution. 

DeDong  cited  three  instances  that  he  argued  revealed  prosecution  bad 
faith.  In  the  strongest  case  the  prosecutor  had  failed  to  challenge  a 
potential  juror  who  said  she  had  strong  reservations  about  the  death 
penalty  but  also  thought  Lincoln  was  most  likely  guilty.  When  the 
prosecutor  failed  to  challenge  her  based  on  death  penalty  attitude, 
defense  attorney  Serra  made  that  challenge,  the  prosecution  opposed,  but 
the  judge  upheld  the  challenge.  DeDong  argued  that  the  prosecutor  had 
challenged  earlier  jurors  who  took  the  same  position  on  the  death  penalty, 
but  had  not  done  so  in  this  instance  because  he  wanted  to  preserve  a 
juror  biased  towards  Lincoln's  guilt. 

Prosecutor  Williams  opposed  the  defense  motion  with  the  argument  that 
there  was  only  one  question  before  the  court:  whether  the  prosecution 
believed  it  is  properly  a death  penalty  case  where  it  can  reasonably 
expect  to  get  a death  penalty  verdict  based  on  the  evidence.  Williams 
said,  "We  reviewed  all  the  evidence  in  the  case  and  feel  he's  guilty  of 
first  degree  murder  with  special  circumstances  of  murder  of  a peace 
officer  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  multiple  murder,  and  lying  in 
wait."  He  added  that  the  D.A.'s  office  sought  an  outside  opinion  from  the 
office  of  California  Attorney  General  Dan  Lundgren,  and  that  office 
agreed  that  it  was  "an  obvious  death  penalty  case." 

Williams  argued  that,  contrary  to  the  defense  argument,  it's  harder  to 
get  a conviction  in  death  penalty  cases,  and  that  many  jurors  favorable 
to  the  prosecution  are  excused  due  to  strong  "eye-for-an-eye"  pro  death 
punishment  views. 

When  it  was  time  for  his  decision,  Dudge  Golden  denied  the  defense 
motion  on  the  basis  that  the  defense  had  not  proved  the  prosecution  acted 
in  bad  faith  in  charging  the  death  penalty. 

DEFENSE  MOTION  TO  BAR  EVIDENCE  OF  PRIOR  CONVICTION 

Next  the  court  turned  to  a defense  motion  to  bar  the  prosecution  from 
introducing  evidence  of  Lincoln's  prior  felony  conviction.  Normally, 
prior  convictions  are  inadmissible  because  they  strongly  prejudice  the 
jury  toward  a guilty  verdict.  In  this  case  the  prosecution  seeks  to 
bring  in  Lincoln's  record  on  the  basis  that  it  is  evidence  bearing  on  his 
credibility  as  a witness  if  he  takes  the  stand,  as  his  attorneys  have 
said  he  will. 

DeDong  argued  that  the  jury  will  already  know  Lincoln  has  a felony  on 
his  record  because  one  of  the  present  charges  against  him  is  being  a 
felon  in  possession  of  a gun,  so  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  bring  in  more 
detail.  Furthermore,  DeDong  said,  the  1979  felony  conviction  for  beating 
a child  was  remote  in  time,  Lincoln  had  served  his  sentence  and  had  no 
serious  convictions  since.  (Lincoln's  family  says  he  didn't  beat  the 
child,  but  took  the  rap  for  his  girlfriend,  the  child's  mother,  who  they 
say  was  mentally  and  emotionally  disturbed  and  later  had  her  children 
taken  from  her  by  the  courts  in  another  state.)  The  priors  were  things 


like  DUI  and  being  present  in  a rowdy  bar.  Delong  argued  that  none  of 
these  involved  violence,  most  were  crimes  of  impulse,  did  not  involve 
dishonesty,  and  were  long  ago. 

Judge  Golden  cited  a 1986  conviction  for  auto  theft,  and  asked  if  that 
didn't  involve  dishonesty  and  moral  turpitude.  He  said  the  principle  was 
that  a prior  conviction  could  be  reduced  in  importance  if  the  defendant 
had  led  "a  blameless  life"  since  then. 

Delong  argued  that  was  not  a necessary  finding,  and  that  the  court  must 
balance  the  prejudicial  impact  of  the  evidence  against  the  value  of  the 
evidence  in  weighing  Lincoln's  credibility. 

Williams  argued  that  the  California  Supreme  Court  and  the  Constitution 
say  that  prior  crimes  of  moral  turpitude  bear  on  a witness'  veracity.  He 
argued  that  it  doesn't  matter  if  the  later  crimes  were  only  misdemeanors, 
and  that  to  exclude  the  prior  conviction,  Lincoln  would  have  to  have  led 
a legally  blameless  life  since  then. 

DeJong  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  admission  of  details  of  the  prior 
felony  would  create  extreme  prejudice.  He  accused  the  prosecution  of 
wanting  to  prejudice  the  jury,  and  using  the  credibility  issue  as  a 
pretext . 

The  judge  deferred  deciding  the  motion. 

PEOPLE'S  MOTION  FOR  DISCOVERY  SANCTIONS 

The  next  matter  heard  was  a prosecution  motion  to  sanction  the  defense 
for  failing  to  have  all  its  expert  witness  reports  turned  over  to  the 
prosecution.  Williams  said  the  law  requires  unedited  reports  to  be 
provided  30  days  prior  to  the  trial,  which  officially  began  April  15,  or 
as  soon  as  they  are  received  by  the  defense.  He  said  there  are  five 
defense  experts  whose  complete  reports  have  not  been  received  by  the 
prosecution.  Williams  asked  the  court  to  exclude  their  testimony. 

Delong  said  the  defense  has  not  yet  received  the  reports  in  question, 
and  argued  that  what  the  prosecution  wants  is  a deposition  of  the 
defense's  witnesses,  and  they're  not  entitled  to  that  in  a criminal  case. 
He  said  Williams  was  "trying  to  force  our  experts  to  submit  reports 
critiquing  behavior  of  witnesses  whose  testimony  we  were  denied  at  the 
preliminary  hearing  by  prosecution  objections. 

The  motion  was  submitted  for  decision.  Judge  Golden  deferred  his 
decision . 

JUDGE  TIGHTENS  GAG  ORDER  --  DEFENSE  APPEALS 

Acting  on  his  own  motion  Monday,  June  9,  Judge  Golden  tightened  his 
earlier  gag  order  by  removing  a provision  that  allowed  the  lawyers,  their 
associates  and  employees,  and  defendant  Bear  Lincoln  to  comment  and  give 
information  to  the  public  about  matters  and  evidence  that  had  been 
revealed  in  open  court.  With  that  exception  now  removed,  those  subject 
to  the  order  can  make  no  comment  or  revelation  outside  the  courtroom, 
making  it  a total  gag  order.  The  defense  had  already  prepared  an  appeal 
of  the  original  order  calling  it  an  unconstitutional  abridgment  of  the 
rights  of  free  speech,  free  press,  and  public  trial.  The  appeal  was 
filed  during  the  past  week  with  the  First  District  Court  of  Appeal  in  San 
Francisco.  The  appeal  seeks  an  immediate  stay  of  the  gag  order. 

DANCE  BENEFIT  SMOOTH  DESPITE  THREATS  OF  VIOLENCE 

A dance  benefit  for  the  Lincoln/Peters  Defense  Alliance  went  off 
successfully  and  without  incident  Friday  night  after  a last  minute  move 
to  the  Coyote  Valley  Reservation  Community  Center.  The  event  was 
scheduled  to  be  held  at  the  Ukiah  Grange,  but  Grange  management  canceled 
only  two  days  before  the  date,  saying  they  had  received  angry  phone  calls 
threatening  to  "tear  the  place  down  to  the  ground"  if  the  Lincoln  benefit 
took  place. 

When  Louis  Korn  from  the  defense  alliance  called  Ukiah  police  about  the 
alleged  threats.  Acting  Chief  of  Police  Williams  said  he  had  heard 
nothing  about  it. 

Grange  management  was  not  receptive  to  pleas  that  the  hall  had  been 
reserved  over  a month  earlier,  the  event  had  been  publicized  for  weeks 
and  that  food  vendors  had  spent  money  on  supplies.  A Grange  board  member 


reportedly  said  that  they  had  rented  the  hall  to  the  band.  Rootstock,  a 
home  grown  reggae  band  which  has  used  the  location  for  years,  and  did  not 
know  the  dance  would  be  a fundraiser  for  the  Lincoln  defense.  The  board 
member  said  the  band  member  who  made  the  reservation  agreed  to  cancel 
when  told  the  Grange's  position.  She  said  the  board  is  made  up  of  senior 
citizens  who  are  trying  to  provide  a community  service,  and  didn't  want 
to  deal  with  the  controversy  and  threats. 

The  Coyote  Valley  community  opened  its  doors  to  the  event  immediately 
after  a quick  check  with  its  tribal  council.  Coyote  Valley  operates  a 
casino,  and  has  contracted  with  a private  security  service.  The  dance  was 
well  attended  and  made  a profit  for  the  defense  fund.  Cyndi  Pickett  of 
the  defense  alliance  said  there  was  high  interest  in  the  Lincoln  case  at 
an  information  table  she  staffed  at  the  event. 

BACKGROUND 

Bear  Lincoln  is  a Wailaki  Indian  from  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation 
charged  with  capital  murder  in  the  killing  of  a deputy  sheriff  on  the 
reservation  April  14,  1995.  He  is  also  charged  with  second  degree  murder 
in  the  death  of  his  best  friend,  who  was  shot  by  deputies  minutes  before 
the  deputy  was  shot. 

Lincoln  accuses  the  deputies  of 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Taino-L,  Minn-Ind,  Triballaw, 
AisesNet  & Native-L  lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"An  Indian  who  is  as  bad  as  the  white  men  could  not  live  in  our  nation; 
he  would  be  put  to  death,  and  eaten  up  by  the  wolves.  The  white  men  are 
bad  schoolmasters;  they  carry  false  books,  and  deal  in  false  actions; 
they  smile  in  the  face  of  the  poor  Indian  to  cheat  him;  they  shake  them 
by  the  hand  to  gain  their  confidence,  to  make  them  drunk,  to  deceive 
them,  to  ruin  our  wives.  We  told  them  to  leave  us  alone,  and  keep  away 
from  us;  but  they  followed  on,  and  beset  our  paths,  and  they  coiled 
themselves  among  us  like  a snake.  They  poisoned  us  by  their  touch." 

"We  were  becoming  like  them,  hypocrites  and  liars,  adulterous  lazy  drones, 
all  talkers,  and  no  workers." 

Chief  Black  Flawk,  Sauk  and  Fox 
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Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 


| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  I 
j of  the  Republic  f 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 
i States  Constitution,  j 

I so  that  my  forefathers  ! 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  i 
+-  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  _+ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I had  the  honor  of  meeting  one  of  Leonard  Peltier's  granddaughters  at  a 
Powwow  this  weekend.  I was  and  am  profoundly  touched  by  her  beautiful 
heart  and  quiet  dignity.  If  you  have  not  written  a letter,  made  a call 
or  sent  a fax  on  behalf  of  Leonard  this  week,  please  do  so  now. 

Last  week's  issue  included  a lengthy  article  regarding  a databank  of 
Tribal  information  that  _was_  available  only  through  a BBS.  This  note 
arrived  announcing  this  great  resource  is  now  on  the  world  wide  web. 

Date:  Mon,  23  Dun  1997  10:39:37  -0600  (MDT) 

From : databank@f reenet . edmonton . ab . ca 
Gary: 

We  now  have  a website  @ 

www.f reenet .edmonton . ab. ca/~databank 

Doe 

email : databank@f reenet .edmonton . ab. ca 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

7.3.1976  Betty  Means  - AIM  member  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier 


Date:  Thu,  19  Dun  1997  12:17:17  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Freedom  Heart  Rising  <freedom(3prairienet .org> 

Subject:  Statement  of  Leonard  Peltier:  As  Submitted  to  the  United  Nations: 
UUCP  email 

This  just  in,  from  the  LPDC  newsletter,  "Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse."  For  those 
of  you  who  are  new  to  the  Freedom  LPSG,  you  can  get  this  newsletter  for  $12. 
It  is  published  6 times  a year,  and  subscriptions  can  be  obtained  from  the 
LPDC  at: 

LPDC 

PO  Box  583 
Lawrence,  KS  66044 

Tell  them  you  are  part  of  the  Freedom/LPSG.  It  let's  them  know  we  are  still 
out  here  working!  :-)  Thanks!  And  thanks  for  all  your  hard  work,  and  your 
support  of  Leonard. 

Also,  at  the  end  of  Leonard's  letter,  is  the  information  on  contacting 
President  Clinton,  for  anyone  who  does  not  already  have  this,  or  needs  it 
again,  to  keep  on  hand.  PLEASE  keep  on  demanding  clemency  for  Leonard. 

Think  FREEDOM  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER.  We  can  make  it  happen! 

In  the  Spirit: 

Freedom  Heart 
+++++ 

By  Leonard  Peltier:  To  the  United  Nations: 

Greetings,  Madame  Chair,  United  Nations  Officials,  and  all  members  of  the 
Indigenous  Delegations. 

Many  people  have  come  to  this  human  rights  forum  on  my  behalf.  They  came 
with  such  dedication  and  love  that  they  were  willing  to  make  a sacrifice 
of  their  time  to  stand  before  you  and  ask  for  your  intervention  in  my  case. 
Twenty  years  later,  at  this  most  critical  point  in  my  long  incarceration, 

I speak  for  myself.  The  state  of  my  Native  Peoples,  sadly,  remains  dim. 

Our  traditional  ways  of  life  and  personal  freedoms  are  consistently 
threatened.  I,  with  so  many  others,  worked  tirelessly  in  trying  to  better 
life  for  my  Native  brothers  and  sisters.  These  things  live  in  my  memory 
and  remain  my  hope  to  once  again  experience  the  gratification  of  helping 
those  in  need  and  put  behind  me  this  terrible  nightmare.  I have  just 
begun  my  22nd  year  of  unjust  imprisonment.  The  United  States  admits  to 
being  directly  responsible  for  my  fraudulent  extradition  from  Canada  in 
1976.  They  have  admitted  to  preparing  and  submitting  falsified  affidavits 
to  Canadian  officials.  This  alone  violates  treaty  protocol,  extradition, 
and  international  law.  In  addition,  they  extradited  me  on  a charge  of 
murder,  fully  aware  that  there  was  no  direct  evidence  against  me,  and  now 
keep  me  confined  by  calling  me  an  aider  and  abettor. 

My  Constitutional  Rights  and  right  to  due  process  under  law  have  been 
denied.  These  are  rights  that  should  be  guaranteed  and  extended  to  all 
citizens.  Since  1986,  the  United  States  government  and  U.S.  prosecuting 
attorneys  have  conceded  that  there  is  no  direct  evidence  to  prove  guilt. 

They  have  repeatedly  stated,  on  record,  that  they  do  not  know  who  killed 
the  FBI  agents  on  Dune  26th,  1975  on  sovereign  Lakota  territory  of  the 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota.  The  trial  and  subsequent  appeals 
were  riddled  with  lies,  fabrication,  and  coercion  and  reveal  deep 
conflicts  of  interest.  The  parole  process  as  well  has  been  an 
embarrassment  to  the  United  States  legal  system. 

These  numerous  unjust  actions  have  been  formally  and  periodically 
challenged  by  human  rights  organizations  around  the  world.  Amnesty 
International,  London,  has  issued  a letter  directly  to  our  Attorney 
General,  Danet  Reno.  The  letter  supports  and  calls  for  Presidential 
intervention.  This  represents  a dramatic  modification  of  past  support  as 
Amnesty  takes  their  strongest  position  in  two  decades  in  asking  for  a 
decision  directly  from  the  United  States  President.  How  long  does  an 
organization  ask  for  something  before  it  must  strengthen  its  request?  We 


have  petitioned  the  United  States  now  for  over  20  years. 

My  case  is  well  documented  in  this  place.  Over  600  pages  of 
documentation  was  received  and  entered  by  Secretariat  Dulian  Berger  of  the 
Working  Group  for  Indigenous  Populations  in  1995.  There  have  been 
significant  developments  regarding  support  for  my  release.  Bill 
Richardson,  the  newly  appointed  United  States  Ambassador  to  the  United 
Nations,  has  been  my  ardent  advocate.  It  was  in  a 1995  United  Nations 
session  of  a Working  Group  that  a Congressional  press  release  from  Mr. 
Richardson  was  submitted.  In  that  release,  he  stated,  "I  do  believe  the 
way  that  the  federal  government  conducted  its  investigation  and 
prosecution  of  Mr.  Peltier  was  wrong  and  inconsistent  with  the  standard  of 
due  process  afforded  individuals  under  our  Constitution .. .We  need  to  be  as 
vigilant  as  ever.  And  we  must  not  forget  that  Leonard  Peltier's  executive 
clemency  application  remains  under  review"... In  addition  senior  U.S. 
Federal  Judge  of  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  Gerald  Heaney,  has 
also  appealed  to  the  president  on  my  behalf.  At  some  point,  a healing 
process  must  begin. . .favorable  action  by  the  President  in  the  Leonard 
Peltier  case  would  be  an  important  step  in  this  regard." 

The  facts  are  clear,  and  the  base  of  support  is  strong  and  growing.  We 
have  the  support  of  so  many,  including  the  Dalai  Lama,  Mother  Theresa, 
Desmond  Tutu,  Nelson  Mandela,  and  the  European  Parliament.  I ask  for  the 
official  support  of  the  United  Nations.  I ask  a formal  resolution  be 
drafted,  passed,  and  that  it  be  directly  sent  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  This  resolution  should  call  for  executive  clemency,  a 
process  which  is  currently  under  consideration.  There  is  a great  sense  of 
urgency  as  the  President  will  soon  be  due  with  a decision.  The  Department 
of  Justice  is  now  inexcusably  late  with  a recommendation  to  the  President. 

The  voice  of  Native  America  can  still  be  heard,  despite  the  overwhelming 
oppression  of  my  people.  I am  now  52  years  old,  and  have  suffered  the 
pain  of  missing  my  children,  and  now  my  grandchildren,  growing  up.  They 
have  suffered  by  having  to  mature  without  the  regular  touch  and  guidance 
of  a father  and  grandfather ' s hand.  My  health  has  deteriorated  as  well, 
due  to  these  long  years  of  neglect,  abuse,  and  false  incarceration.  I am 
currently  improperly  assigned  on  work  detail.  Here  at  Leavenworth  Federal 
Penitentiary  I am  being  forced  to  work  at  the  furniture  factory  where  I 
suffer  severe  headaches  caused  by  unsuccessful  surgery  on  my  jaw,  which 
continues  to  swell  and  causes  me  constant  pain. 

All  life  is  sacred.  I did  not  kill  those  agents.  I pray  for  them  and 
those  they  left  behind,  parents,  wives,  children.  I also  pray  for  the 
prosecutors,  judges,  parole  officers,  and  prison  officials  who  have  made 
so  many  hideous  decisions  in  my  case,  and  in  the  cases  of  others.  And  I 
will  pray  for  you,  for  your  direct  involvement  and  that  you  will  reaffirm 
your  commitment  to  freedom  and  justice. 

I am  an  Indian  man.  My  simple  request  is  to  live  like  one. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 
++++++ 

Please  write,  and/or  call,  and  demand  executive  clemency  for  Leonard 
Peltier.  The  information  is  below: 

President  Clinton 
The  White  House 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Washington,  DC  20500 
Comment  line:  202-456-1111 
(Fax:)  202-456-2461 
Email:  President@Whitehouse.gov 

Thank  you. 

-FHR- 

+++++ 

f reedom@prairienet . org 

Freedom  LPSG 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

"to  the  people  who  struggle  for  their  freedom, 
i embrace  you  and  send  you  my  love  and  strength." 


--Leonard  Peltier  / POW  -- 


"RE ; Unprotected  Sacred  Site"  

Date:  Thu,  19  Dun  1997  00:59:38  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : DEVIL'S  TOWER:  AN  UNPROTECTED  SACRED  SITE 
UUCP  email 

Dead  Indians,  Live  Indians,  and  Genocide 
As  per  "American  Holocaust,  Columbus  and  the  Conquest  of  the  New  World, 
David  Stannard,  Oxford  University  Press,  ISBN  0-19-507581-1  the  term 
"genocide"  was  coined  by  Raphael  Lemkin  in  his  book,  "Axis  Rule  in  Occupied 
Europe,  published  in  1944.  His  thinking  is  summarized  by  Frank  Chalk  and 
Kurt  Donassohn.  pp.  279-280: 

Under  Lemkin' s definition,  genocide  was  the  coordinated  and  planned 
annihilation  of  a national,  religious,  or  racial  group  by  a variety  of 
actions  aimed  at  undermining  the  foundations  essential  to  the  survival  of 
the  group  as  a group.  Lemkin  conceived  genocide  as  'a  composite  of 
different  acts  of  persecution  or  destruction.'  His  definition  included 
attack  on  political  and  social  institutions,  culture,  language,  national 
feelings,  religion,  and  the  economic  existence  of  the  group.  Even  nonlethal 
acts  that  undermined  the  liberty,  dignity,  and  personal  security  of  members 
of  a group  constituted  genocide  if  they  contributed  to  weakening  the 
vitality  of  the  group. 

Under  Lemkin 's  definition,  acts  of  ethnocide-  a term  coined  by  the  French 
after  the  war  to  cover  the  destruction  of  a culture  without  the  killing  of 
its  bearers-also  qualified  as  genocide. 

Lemkin  stated  that  "Genocide  has  two  phases:  one,  destruction  of  the 
national  pattern  of  the  oppressed  group:  the  other,  the  imposition  of  the 
national  pattern  of  the  oppressor."  This  has  most  certainly  been  the  case  as 
regards  the  First  Nations. 

American  Holocaust,  pp.  279. 

United  Nations  General  Assembly  resolution,  1946: 

Genocide  is  the  denial  of  the  right  of  existence  to  entire  human 
groups,  as  homicide  is  the  denial  of  the  right  to  live  of  individual  human 
beings;  such  denial  of  the  right  of  existence  shocks  the  conscience  of 
mankind,  results  in  great  losses  to  humanity  in  the  form  of  cultural  and 
other  contributions  represented  by  these  groups,  and  is  contrary  to  moral 
law  and  to  the  spirit  and  aims  of  the  United  Nations.  Many  instances  of  such 
crimes  of  genocide  is  a matter  of  international  concern.  The  General 
Assembly  Therefore,  Affirms  that  genocide  is  a crime  under  international  law 
which  the  civilized  world  condemns,  and  for  the  commission  of  which 
principals  and  accomplices-whether  private  individuals,  public  officials  or 
statesmen,  and  whether  the  crime  is  committed  on  religious,  racial, 
political  or  any  other  grounds-are  punishable. 

pp.  280  - Genocide  Convention  of  the  United  Nations  (1948): 

...Article  II-  In  the  present  Convention,  genocide  means  any  of  the 
following  acts  committed  with  intent  to  destroy,  in  whole  or  in  part,  a 
national,  ethnical,  racial,  or  religious  group,  as  such:  (a)  Killing  members 
of  the  group,  (b)  Causing  serious  bodily  or  mental  harm  to  members  of  the 
group,  (c)  Deliberately  inflicting  on  the  group  conditions  of  life 
calculated  to  bring  about  its  physical  destruction  in  whole  or  in  part,  (d) 
Imposing  measures  intended  to  prevent  births  within  the  group,  (e)  Forcibly 
transferring  children  of  the  group  to  another  group. 

The  United  States  failed  to  sign  on  to  the  Genocide  Convention  for  forty 
years . 

NOW  COMES. . .DEVIL'S  TOWER 

Your  support  is  urgently  requested ...  please  review  the 
following  data  and  then  comment  via  the  input  LINK  at  the 
bottom  of  this  page.  This  WWW  site  and  email  campaign  has 

been  sanctioned  by 


Arvol  Looking  Horse... 

A federal  district  court  judge  in  Casper,  Wyoming  is  poised  to  decided  the 
constitutionality  of  efforts  by  the  National  Park  Service  to  accommodate 
American  Indian  religious  practices  at  Devil's  Tower  National  Monument  in 
Wyoming. 

Devil's  Tower  is  a sacred  site  and  a vital  cultural  resource  for 
Indians  from  over  twenty  tribes.  For  centuries,  Indians  have  performed 
religious  and  cultural  ceremonies  there,  including  the  Sun  Dance,  sweat 
lodge  rites,  vision  quests,  and  prayer  offerings.  These  ceremonies  continue 
today.  However,  in  recent  years,  growing  numbers  of  rock  climbers  have 
disrupted  them,  preventing  many  Indians  from  completing  their  ceremonies  and 
causing  others  to  discontinue  their  spiritual  use  of  the  monument  altogether. 

After  lengthy  consultations  with  environmentalists,  Indians,  rock 
climbers  and  others,  the  National  Park  Service  devised  a plan  to  balance  the 
competing  visitor  uses  of  the  monument  and  to  accommodate  Indian  religious 
ceremonies  at  the  monument.  The  plan  discourages,  but  does  not  prohibit, 
rock  climbing  at  Devil's  Tower  during  Dune. 

Under  this  plan,  the  Park  Service  has  posted  a sign  that  encourages 
visitors  to  remain  on  the  designated  trails  (and  away  from  Indian  conducting 
ceremonies  at  off-trail  locations  and  the  Park  Service  provides  information 
to  visitors  on  the  significance  of  the  Tower  to  Indians. 

(http : //www. nps . gov: 80/deto/ sacred . htm) 

This  is  a unique  case.  Seldom  has  the  federal  government  developed  such 
a program  to  accommodate  Indian  religious  practices  at  a sacred  site  on 
public  lands. 

Most  rock  climbers  support  the  plan,  including  the  Access  Fund,  a 
national,  non-profit  climbing  organization,  which  reports  that  since  the 
plan  took  effect,  climbing  during  Dune  has  fallen  by  over  86%. 

In  March  of  1996,  however,  several  rock  climbers  sued  the  Park  Service 
in  federal  court,  asserting  that  the  plan  establishes  Indian  religion  in 
violation  of  the  Establishment  Clause.  The  climbers  are  represented  by 
Mountain  States  Legal  Foundation,  a conservative  legal  rights  organization 
in  Denver,  Colorado. 

The  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Tribe  and  four  of  its  traditional  leaders 
intervened  in  the  lawsuit  to  defend  the  Park  Service's  program  at  "Mato 
Tipila,"  or  Bear  Lodge,  the  Lakota  name  given  to  Devil's  Tower  hundreds  of 
years  ago.  They  are  represented  by  the  Indian  Law  Resource  Center  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  attorneys  in  the  Tribe's  legal  department. 

"The  unfolding  legal  battle  is  a milestone  in  the  never-ending 
constitutional  struggle  to  draw  a principled  line  between  the  duty  of  the 
government  to  uphold  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  while  not  establishing 
or  promoting  religion,"  says  Steven  Gunn  of  the  Indian  Law  Resource  Center. 

In  the  1988  case  of  Lyng  v.  Northwest  Indian  Cemetery  Protective 
Association,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  a federal  court  could  not  compel 
the  government  to  protect  sacred  sites  on  public  lands.  In  that  case,  the 
Court  rejected  a tribe's  request  for  a court  order  to  stop  the  U.S.  Forest 
Service  from  building  a road  through  sacred  lands  in  a national  forest.  Two 
years  later,  in  Employment  Division  v.  Smith,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that 
Indians  could  not  assert  their  free  exercise  rights  to  demand  a 
court-ordered  religious  exemption  from  generally  applicable  laws 
criminalizing  the  use  of  peyote.  The  net  result:  it  is  now  extraordinarily 
difficult  for  Indians  to  use  the  federal  courts  to  compel  unwilling 
governments  to  accommodate  their  religious  needs. 

However,  in  both  Lyng  and  Smith,  the  Supreme  Court  made  clear  that  the 
political  branches  of  government  may  voluntarily  enact  reasonable  religious 
accommodations . 

In  fact,  in  Lyng,  the  Court  stressed  that  the  "Government's  rights  to 
the  use  of  its  own  land...  need  not  and  should  not  discourage  it  from 
accommodation  religious  practices...  engaged  in  by  ...  Indian[s] . . . . " In 
that  case,  the  Court  commended  the  Forest  Service's  "solicitude"  toward 
Indian  religious  practices  in  sacred  forest  areas,  including  its 
"ameliorative  measures"  to  establish  "protective  zones"  in  which  timber 
harvesting,  off-road  vehicle  use,  and  other  disruptive  activities  were 
strictly  prohibited. 

"The  Park  Service  has  displayed  similarly  commendable,  and  equally 


constitutional,  solicitude  for  Indian  religious  practices  at  Devil's  Tower/' 
say  Gunn.  "The  Park  Service's  program  at  Devil's  Tower  accommodates,  but 
does  not  establish,  Indian  religious  practices,"  he  adds.  "Neither  the  Park 
Service  nor  the  Indians  are  trying  to  impose  Indian  religions  on  rock 
climbers  or  other  visitors  at  Devil's  Tower.  Indians  have  absolutely  no 
interest  in  proselytizing  or  converting  others  to  their  points  of  view.  They 
simply  want  the  same  respect  and  tolerance  that  mainstream  religions  take 
for  granted.  Their  modest  request  is  to  be  left  alone  for  one  month  out  of 
12  to  carry  out  their  religious  ceremonies  as  their  ancestors  have  for 
centuries . " 

There  is  a long,  deep,  and  principled  tradition  of  accommodating 
religious  practices  on  government  lands  in  this  country.  For  example,  at 
Arlington  National  Cemetery,  a site  described  by  the  federal  government  as 
"our  nation's  most  sacred  shrine,"  recreational  activities  that  would 
otherwise  interfere  with  religious  burial  or  memorial  services  are  strictly 
prohibited.  And  in  countless  national  parks,  the  Park  Service  owns  or  leases 
churches  and  other  religious  properties  and  manages  them  in  a manner  that 
prohibits  activities  that  would  conflict  with  religious  services.  Such 
accommodations  of  religion  are  not  only  permissible  under  the  Establishment 
Clause,  but  in  our  country's  best  traditions  of  pluralism  and  tolerance. 

In  defending  the  Park  Service's  plan  at  Devil's  Tower,  the  Indians  and 
the  Park  Service  are  joined  by  The  Becket  Fund  for  Religious  Liberty,  a 
bipartisan  public  interest  organization  whose  Board  of  Directors  includes 
U.S.  Senator  Orrin  Flatch  (R-Utah),  U.S.  Representative  Henry  Hyde 
(R-Illinois) , Eunice  Kennedy  Shriver,  Sergeant  Shriver,  and  Kenneth  Starr. 
Also  defending  the  plan  are  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians,  which 
represents  over  200  American  Indian  tribes;  the  Medicine  Wheel  Coalition  for 
Sacred  Sites  of  North  America,  a coalition  of  traditional  religious 
practitioners  from  eight  Plains  tribes;  and  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund. 

Dudge  William  F.  Downes  heard  the  arguments  of  the  parties  in  April  and 
is  expected  to  decide  the  case  this  summer.  As  he  reaches  a decision,  the 
Indians  and  the  Park  Service  hope  he  does  not  forget  the  cautionary  words 
Congress  spoke  nearly  two  decades  ago  when  adopting  the  American  Indian 
Religious  Freedom  Act:  "America  does  not  need  to  violate  the  religions  of 
her  native  people.  There  is  room  for  and  great  value  in  cultural  and 
religious  diversity.  We  would  be  poorer  if  these  American  Indian  religions 
disappeared  from  the  face  of  the  Earth." 

Please  render  your  support  for  the  National  Park  Service  Plan  by 
filling  out  the  input  form  at  the  following  URL: 

http : //www. dickshovel . com/twr . html 

. .your  advice  will  automatically  be  sent  to  relevant  politicians  who  are 
backing  the  Plan,  as  well  as  the  climbing  club  which  brought  suit... 

"RE : Mohawk  Nation  Press  Release"  

From:  wsears@tiac.net 

Date:  Sat,  19  Dul  1997  07:07:36  -0700 

Sub j : Mohawk  Nation  Press  Release 
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Notice 

The  Mohawk  Nation  Council  and  its  Chiefs  are  very  dismayed  at  the  news 
that  some  Mohawk  People  are  misrepresenting  themselves  as  chiefs  of  the 
Mohawk  Nation. 

The  following  is  offered  as  information  to  minimize  any  further  confusion 
as  to  who  the  Mohawk  Nation  and  its  Council  are. 

The  Mohawk  (Kahniakenhaka)  Nation  Council  and  its  Chiefs  are  the 
designated  representatives  of  the  Sovereign  Mohawk  Nation.  They  are 
sanctioned  by  the  Haudenosaunee  Confederacy,  and  are  participants  in  Grand 
Council  sessions  affecting  the  Mohawk  Nation  and  other  Confederacy  members. 

The  Mohawk  Nation  Council  is  an  ancient  democratic  government,  that  was  in 
operation  centuries  before  European  contact. 


The  Mohawk  Nation  and  the  other  member  Nations  of  the  Confederacy  including 
the  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Cayuga,  Seneca  and  Tuscarora,  have  built  a government 
whose  principles  are  based  on  peace  and  the  participation  of  its  citizens. 

It  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  a participatory  democracy.  The  Mohawk  and 
other  Haudenosaunee  Nations  consider  their  government  to  be  a gift  of  the 
Creator. 

[Mohawk  Nation  Council  Logo] 

The  emblem/logo  used  by  the  Haudenosaunee  members  illustrates  the  50 
Confederacy  Chiefs  holding  hands  in  a circle,  to  protect  the  people  and 
their  ancient  form  of  government.  They  are  responsible  for  upholding  the 
laws  embodied  in  the  Kaianerekowa  (Great  Law  of  Peace),  as  represented  by 
the  ever  growing  Tree  of  Peace  in  the  center  of  the  emblem.  The  animal  clan 
symbols  are  representative  of  the  family  groups  that  the  Chiefs  are 
responsible  to  protect. 

The  fire  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  is  alive  at  Akwesasne  and  the  head 
administrative  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  Council  and  its  Chiefs  are  located  at: 

The  Mohawk  Nation 
Akwesasne  Mohawk  Territory 
P.0.  Box  366 

Via  Rooseveltown,  New  York 
13683-0196 

tel:  (518)  358-3326 

or  (518)  358-3381 

fax:  (518)  358-3488 

on  the  Internet:  Mohawkna@slic.com 

The  present  representatives  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  Council  are: 

Teharoniakarenrons  - Edward  Gray,  Turtle  Clan 

Tekanatsiasere  - Brian  Skidders,  Wolf  Clan 

Teharonianeken  - lake  Swamp,  Wolf  Clan 

Arihote  - Curtis  Nelson,  Bear  Clan 

Otistsakenra  - Charles  Patton,  Bear  Clan 

[Hiawatha  Belt] 

Another  emblem  that  is  frequently  used  by  the  Mohawk  Nation  is  the 
Ayonwatha  Belt  (Hiawatha  Belt).  It  is  the  first  wampum  belt  that  was  made 
to  commemorate  the  peaceful  alliance  of  Haudenosaunee  Nations. 

The  Mohawk  Nation  Council,  its  Chiefs,  Clanmothers  and  Faithkeepers  are 
not  to  be  confused  with  the  St.  Regis  (Mohawk)  Tribal  Council. 

The  St.  Regis  Tribal  Council  is  a form  of  government  that  was  forcibly 
imposed  upon  the  Akwesasne  Mohawk  people  by  New  York  State  in  1892.  Our 
people  have  consistently  resisted  and  rebuked  this  form  of  government 
throughout  its  history.  It  has  only  shown  significant  consideration  since 
1972,  when  it  gained  federal  recognition,  and  it  began  to  administer  much 
needed  health,  welfare  and  social  service  programs  to  this  community. 

The  St.  Regis  Tribal  Council  exists  because  the  United  States  Government 
has  chosen  to  recognize  a "a  government  that  it  created",  instead  of  the  one 
that  was  given  to  the  Mohawk  people  by  the  Creator.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
it  has  become  the  government  recognized  by  New  York  State  and  the  Federal 
government  as  the  legal  entity  at  Akwesasne. 

The  St.  Regis  Tribal  Council  received  federal  recognition  in  1972,  even 
though  it  did  not  meet  the  minimum  requirements  under  Federal  law.  The 
Mohawk  Nation  does  not  have  the  finances  to  challenge  this  administrative 
error  in  Federal  court. 

The  St.  Regis  Tribal  Council  has  elected  Chiefs  who  hold  office  for  three 
year  terms.  Even  though  they  are  Mohawk  people,  the  do  not  represent  the 
Sovereign  Mohawk  Nation.  They  only  represent  the  St.  Regis  Tribal  Council. 

[SRMT]The  logo  which  is  as  shallow  as  their  history  within  this  community, 
"SRMT"  (S-stands  for  Saint,  R-stands  for  Regis,  M-stands  for  Mohawk,  and 
T-stands  for  tribe). 

The  "SRMT  chiefs"  are:  Norman  Tarbell,  Phillip  Tarbell  and  Douglas  Smoke. 


A former  Mohawk  employee  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Lincoln  White,  is 
also  a member  of  this  council. 

The  Mohawk  Nation  Council,  is  the  traditional  government  of  the  Mohawk 
people,  which  has  been  legally  recognized  by  numerous  Nations,  throughout 
history  including  the  Netherlands,  France,  Great  Britain,  and  the  United 
States  of  America.  Their  legitimacy  as  a Sovereign  Nation  is  evidenced  by 
the  countless  agreements  and  treaties  it  has  made  between  other  nations. 

Today,  it  continues  to  be  the  legal  holder  of  the  treaties  that  were  made 
with  the  United  States  and  other  Nations,  and  it  continues  to  be  the  title 
holder  of  the  Mohawk  lands. 

Our  ancient  Mohawk  government  is  not  to  be  confused  with  the  government 
that  was  created  by  New  York  State. 

The  St.  Regis  Tribal  Council  government  that  was  created  by  New  York  State 
is  not  a sovereign  nation.  It  is  merely  a creation  of  New  York  State.  New 
York  cannot  create  sovereign  nations  nor  can  it  take  away  Sovereignty  that 
is  vested  in  the  Mohawk  Nation  Council. 

The  Mohawk  Nation  Council  is  the  real  government  of  the  Mohawk  People.  We 
urge  anyone  associated  or  dealing  with  the  Mohawk  Nation  to  beware  of  any 
misrepresentations  or  impersonations  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  Council. 

Te  ne  tho. 
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CHEROKEE  NATION  DUDICIAL  SYSTEM 
PRESS  RELEASE  Dune  20,  1997 

Doe  Byrd,  with  the  assistance  of  eight  Tribal  Council  Members  and  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  ("BIA"),  is  attempting  to  overthrow 
and  destroy  the  Constitution  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

The  citizens  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  have  suffered  dearly  during  this 
crisis.  Their  funds  have  been  depleted  to  pay  for  Chief  Byrd's 
lawyers.  Their  medical  and  housing  needs  have  been  sacrificed  to  pay  for 
the  illegal  advice  provided  to  Doe  Byrd  and  Garland  Eagle 
on  how  to  establish  the  first  dictatorship  on  the  North  American 
Continent.  Now,  those  charged  with  high  crimes  have  seized  and 
taken  control  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse.  Instead  of  the  inmates 
running  the  asylum,  those  charged  with  committing  crimes 
against  the  Cherokee  people  are  attempting  to  place  themselves  in  charge 
of  the  courthouse.  How  ironic! 

The  majority  of  Cherokee  citizens  have  no  choice  left  but  to  request  the 
intervention  of  President  Bill  Clinton  for  the  purposes  of 
backing-off  the  Democratic  National  Committee  and  the  BIA,  and  to 
restore  the  Constitution  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  If  President 
Clinton  does  not  intervene  and  restore  democracy,  the  the  illegal 
actions  of  Doe  Byrd,  Garland  Eagle  and  the  BIA  will  be  condoned, 
and  the  first  dictatorship  in  modern  history  will  have  been  established 
in  the  United  States  of  America.  Please  pray  for  the  Cherokee  people. 


For  more  information  regarding  this  press  release,  contact  Chief  Dustice 
Ralph  F.  Keen  at  (918)  456-9551.  In  the  alternative,  you  may 
contact  Dustice  Birdwell  at  (405)  236-4675,  or  Dustice  Viles  at  (918) 
625-1407. 
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Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 


[The  following  article  is  reprinted  from  the  Vancouver  publication  Terminal 
City,  Dune  20-27] 

THERE  IS  NO  HAPPY  ENDING,  THERE'S  DUST  DAMAGE  CONTROL:  As  the  Gustafsen 
Lake  trial  moves  into  the  sentencing  period,  RCMP,  FBI  and  lawyers  utilize 
their  media  to  serve  us  up  some  neo-colonialism,  defined  here  as  'genocide 
with  a smile',  by  Nicki  Dordan  and  Rachel  Iwaasa 

It  has  long  been  common  knowledge  to  traditional  native  people  in  Canada 
and  across  the  world  that  "there  is  no  justice,  there's  DUST  US"  in  the 
coloniser  courts  and  prisons.  Now,  in  a perverse  parade  of  soothing  lies, 
the  very  power  structure  which  attempted  to  murder  the  Sundancers  at 
Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  for  refusing  to  abandon  their  own  unceded  land  - 
and  then  stitched  them  up  in  a fraudulent  judicial  process  - is  trying  to 
convince  the  public  that  it  holds  a just,  lenient  and  peaceful  position. 

Much  of  the  current  rhetoric  of  'justice',  'healing'  and  'resolution' 
centres  around  the  'traditional  native  sentencing  circle',  applied  for  by 
the  lawyers  of  those  defendants  who  have  recanted  their  legal  position  and 
views  on  sovereignty  and  land  rights  and  thrown  themselves  upon  the  mercy 
of  the  newcomer  court.  As  stated  by  self-confessed  "little  weasel", 

'defence'  counsel  Sheldon  Tate,  they  "have  a wish  not  to  persecute  or  bring 
down  this  country  or  cause  more  rancor  and  dissension." 

Traditionalists  from  many  nations  have  spurned  the  sentencing  circle  on 
the  following  grounds: 

*IT  IS  NOT  TRADITIONAL:  Coming  from  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs 
colonial  band  council  system,  circle  sentencing  is  a "new  phenomenon  in  the 
criminal  justice  system  of  Canada"  (Manuel  Azevedo);  it  acts  as  a masked 
extension  of  that  system  and  bears  no  resemblance  to  customary  law.  Under 
traditional  law,  the  Ts'Peten  defenders  would  be  celebrated  and  honoured 
for  defending  their  land  and  the  future  of  their  children.  On  the  subject 
of  the  proposed  sentencing  circle,  Haida  elder  Lavina  White  said,  "That  was 
not  our  way.  This  is  all  pretend,  to  make  it  look  like  our  people  don't 
support  our  freedom  fighters." 

*IT  IS  NOT  ABORIGINAL:  The  white  judge  retains  control  over  all  aspects 
of  the  process.  Reportedly,  participants  will  include  RCMP,  the  mayor  and 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  100  Mile  House  and  American  rancher  Lyle  Dames.  As 
Wolverine  put  it,  "We're  raising  the  land  question.  A sentencing  circle 
including  Lyle  Dames  would  say  it's  his  land,  but  the  law  has  never  been 
dealt  with.  This  is  one  of  the  ways  the  province  is  trying  to  get  around 
the  whole  thing. " 

*THE  COURT  HAS  NO  DURISDICTION : Lil'Wat  elder  Tsemhu7qw  explained,  "We 
Traditional  people  have  long  known  that  we  have  'OWNERSHIP'  and  'TITLE'  to 
OUR  LAND  which  the  Canadians  must  purchase  from  us  before  the  can  own  it  or 
have  jurisdiction  and  then  must  have  our  CONSENT  based  on  our  PEOPLES' 
CONSENSUS  before  they  can  consider  us  as  part  of  the  STATUS  QUO! ! THE 
CRIMINAL  LAW  that  the  CANADIANS  are  using  on  Indigenous  people  today  is 
ILLEGAL  because  we  do  not  have  TREATY! ! ! ! So  in  order  to  have  a SENTENCING 
CIRCLE  the  CANADIANS  must  first  have  a TREATY  with  the  Indigenous  Peoples." 
International  and  Canadian  constitutional  law  also  confirm  this  Native  law 
principle.  Dosephson,  like  several  BC  judges  before  him,  claims  that  the 
Delgamuukw  (Gitskan  Wet ' suwet ' en)  case  decided  that  Canada  does  have 
jurisdiction,  despite  the  fact  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  declared 
unequivocally  on  Sept. 12,  1995,  that  Delgamuukw  never  dealt  with  that 
issue.  In  any  case,  the  disputed  jurisdiction  can  only  be  fairly 
adjudicated  by  a third  party  court  which  is  neither  Shuswap  nor  Canadian. 

*THE  DEFENDERS  ARE  NOT  GUILTY:  To  participate  in  a sentencing  circle,  the 
accused  must  show  remorse  for  their  "crimes".  The  defenders  will  be 
expected  to  renounce  their  stand.  As  Wolverine  explained,  this  will  shut 
out  the  possibility  of  appeals.  None  of  the  accused  pleaded  guilty,  because 
they  were  doing  the  right  thing.  "They  were  criminalized  for  protecting 
their  inherent  rights  to  practice  their  spirituality  (religion). 
Criminalized  for  protecting  the  sacred  Sundance  grounds,"  declared  Lil'Wat 
elder  Lahalus.  Or  as  Dames  'OD'  Pitawanakwat  put  it,  "We  were  defending 
our  people;  we  were  defending  our  land." 

Those  defenders  who  continue  to  assert  their  original  legal  position, 
including  political  prisoners  Wolverine  and  OD  (who  is  now  in  solitary 
confinement),  have  very  good  reasons  for  withholding  participation,  even 


though  have  been  told  that  they  will  receive  tough  sentences  for  not 
playing  along.  As  defender  Shelagh  Franklin  said,  the  authorities  "claim 
they  want  to  'heal'  when  it  was  they  who  burnt  the  sacred  Sundance  arbor, 
they  who  only  ever  told  lies  and  half  truths  when  we  were  in  the  camp  and 
in  the  courtroom.  They  tried  to  murder  us,  and  now  the  criminals  want  to 
sit  in  judgment.  They  are  trying  to  seal  up  the  lie;  they  want  closure". 

This  trial  has  opened  an  enormous  can  of  worms  and  every  effort  is  being 
made  to  clamp  the  lid  back  on.  We  are  being  assured  not  only  that  the  court 
has  found  a culturally  sensitive  solution,  but  that  the  verdicts  were 
charitable,  the  RCMP  did  in  fact  behave  admirably  and  no  further  action  is 
necessary.  But  how  well  do  these  stories  stand  up? 

We're  told  that  the  39  acquittals  and  21  convictions  were  at  best  "a 
delicate  compromise"  (Times  Colonist,  May  22)  or  "a  bold  exercise  in  human 
compassion,"  (Vancouver  Sun,  May  24),  at  worst  an  outrageously  lenient 
verdict,  by  jurors  who  "experienced  a kind  of  traumatic  bonding  with  the 
accused  - a mild  form  of  'Stockholm  syndrome'"  (BC  Report,  Dune  2).  In 
fact,  the  judge  suppressed  crucial  evidence  and  directed  the  jury  to 
convict.  The  Globe  and  Mail's  Ross  Howard  claimed  "no  conceivable  argument 
in  defence  of  native  militancy  was  left  untried  or  was  disallowed  by  B.C. 
Supreme  Court  judge  Bruce  Dosephson."  On  the  contrary,  Dosephson  disallowed 
every  one  of  the  major  defence  arguments  - self-defence,  colour  of  right 
and  jurisdiction  - in  the  last  weeks  of  the  trial.  His  Reasons  for 
Dudgment,  which  are  an  exercise  in  creative  logic,  were  not  even  filed 
until  after  the  jury  was  sequestered. 

The  media  have  been  delinquent  in  attending  the  trial,  but  not  so  much 
that  they  wouldn't  know  these  facts.  They  no  longer  have  the  excuse  that 
they  are  being  held  behind  the  RCMP  barriers.  Now,  they  are  simply  and 
unabashedly  lying. 

The  media's  complicity  should  perhaps  not  surprise  us,  given  the 
outrageous  lies  they  told  in  1995.  They  are  now  recycling  the  same  old  RCMP 
misinformation,  as  though  simply  repeating  it  enough  times  will  convince 
people.  Most  mainstream  media  quoted  Sgt.  Peter  "Smear  campaigns-are-our- 
specialty"  Montague  as  though  he  were  still  a credible  authority,  telling 
us  the  RCMP  "always  tried  to  use  moral  suasion  and  avoid  violence."  How  are 
we  to  reconcile  this  with  Assistant  Commissioner  Brown's  personal  notes 
from  Aug.  10,  1995:  "The  CO  [Len  Olfert]  commented  and  I agreed  that  we 
need  to  clean  them  out  entirely  and  not  have  any  hanging  issues  similar  to 
what  happened  at  Oka"?  More  damning  still  are  comments  reportedly  captured 
on  RCMP  'training  tapes,'  like  "Anyone  got  a gun?  It's  for  a peaceful 
resolution"  (Len  Olfert),  or  "If  there  are  natives  on  the  ground  and  one 
has  a weapon,  I will  empty  two  clips  on  full  automatic  in  four  seconds" 
(unidentified  RCMP  officer) . 

The  Vancouver  Sun  once  again  trotted  out  Dr.  Michael  Webster,  the  FBI 
psy-ops  consultant  whose  professional  specialty  is  manipulating  people  into 
changing  their  minds,  and  who  advised  the  "negotiations"  at  the  Waco  and 
Tupac  Amaru  slaughters  as  well  as  Gustafsen:  "Police  resisted  pressure  to 
move  in  and  end  the  dispute  with  an  attack. . . Although  a firefight  did 
erupt,  it  was  a spontaneous  action  triggered  when  police  felt  they  were 
under  attack."  (Dune  11,  1997,  Al) 

By  now  it  should  be  well-known  that  police  admit  they  initiated  fire  on 
camp  members  - who  were  on  their  way  to  collect  water  and  meet  with 
negotiators  - after  first  blowing  up  their  truck  with  a command  mine  and 
ramming  it  with  an  APC.  The  RCMP  shot  77,000  rounds  by  latest  estimate. 
Moreover,  RCMP  documents  show  the  incident  was  planned  well  in  advance. 
According  to  Brown's  notes  from  Sept.  9,  1995,  "Chief  Supt.  Dohnston 
advised  that  Supt.  Olfert  wants  to  get  more  proactive  and  take  down  the  red 
truck  and  occupants  if  they  can."  The  "Tiger  South  Ops  Plan"  of  the  same 
day  reads: 

"This  operation  will  be  conducted  on  a clear  day  when  Wescam  [airborne 
camera]  is  available  to  assist  with  surveillance...  An  ambush  site  will  be 
determined  after  a thorough  recci  of  the  area...  In  the  event  of 
resistance,  gas  will  be  deployed  at  the  vehicle  and  the  occupants  forced  to 
surrender.  The  ambush  team  will  be  positioned  on  one  side  of  the  road  and 
the  Bison  ahead  of  the  ambush  location  and  out  of  sight.  Upon  detonation, 
the  bison  will  approach  the  vehicle  head-on." 


RCMP  snipers  also  admit  that  on  Sept.  12,  1995  , they  shot  unprovoked  at 
an  unarmed  camp  member  in  a "no-shoot"  zone,  narrowly  missing  him.  The  very 
next  day,  they  submitted  a request  to  Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh  for 
new  military  weapons  (.50  calibre  McMillan  Sniper  Rifles  with  Leupold 
scopes),  saying: 

"After  conducting  an  analysis  of  the  distances  relating  to  the  proximity  of 
our  Emergency  Response  resources  to  the  militants'  encampment...  we  find 
that  the  ranges  exceed  the  capability  of  police  sniping  rifles." 

Webster  is  trying  to  reassure  us  that  Gustafsen  is  a blue-print  of 
peaceful  negotiation  for  police  continent-wide.  One  shudders  to  think  what 
the  violent  model  looks  like! 

The  whitewash  and  pacification  is  an  attempt  to  reconstruct  silence  and 
public  consent  around  the  government's  actions,  a silence  that  is  being 
broken  as  the  tide  of  opinion  about  the  Ts'Peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  Defenders 
appears  to  be  turning.  Hundreds  of  people  turned  out  to  demonstrate  their 
support  for  the  defendants  - rallying  in  downtown  Vancouver  on  May  31  and 
repeatedly  making  the  long  trip  out  to  the  Surrey  Courthouse  on  Dune  6,  9 
and  10.  Non-native  people  in  Canada  are  finally  beginning  to  join 
indigenous  nations  and  human  rights  organizations  worldwide  in  demanding 
the  release  of  the  Defenders,  a third  party  tribunal  to  adjudicate  the  land 
issue  in  BC,  and  a comprehensive  public  inquiry  into  the  crisis  at 
Ts ' Peten . 

So  there  is  hope  for  a resolution  or  a 'happy  ending'  to  Gustafsen  Lake, 
but  that  hope  does  not  reside  in  the  current  neo-colonial  feel-good 
campaign.  That  hope,  dear  reader,  resides  in  you. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 
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Sub j : Open  letter  to  Elizabeth  II 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

To:  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  on  the  occasion  of  her  visit  to  the 
occupied  Territories  of  Turtle  Island:  May  23  - Duly  1 1997 

"Whereas  it  is  just  and  reasonable  and  essential  to  our  Interest  and  the 
Security  of  our  Colonies  that  the  several  Nations  or  Tribes  of  Indians 
with  whom  We  are  connected  and  who  live  under  our  Protection  should  not  be 
molested  or  disturbed  in  the  Possession  of  such  Parts  of  Our  Dominions  and 
Territories  as  not  having  been  ceded  to  or  purchased  by  Us  are  reserved 
for  them  or  any  of  them  as  their  hunting  grounds...  no  Governor  or 
Commander  in  Chief. . . do  presume  upon  any  Pretence  whatever  to  grant 
Warrants  of  Survey  or  pass  any  Patents  of  Land...  upon  any  Lands  whatever 
which  not  having  been  ceded  to  or  purchased  by  Us  as  aforesaid  are 
reserved  to  the  said  Indians  or  any  of  them...  And  We  do  further  strictly 
enjoin  and  require  all  Persons  whatever  who  have  either  willfully  or 
inadvertently  seated  themselves...  upon  any  Lands  which  not  having  been 
ceded  to  or  purchased  by  Us  are  still  reserved  to  the  said  Indians  as 
aforesaid  forthwith  to  remove  themselves  from  such  Settlements...  And 
whereas  great  Frauds  and  Abuses  have  been  committed..." 

- The  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763 

"The  fact  is  that  the  newcomers'  European-derived  criminal  law  simply 
does  not,  and  never  did,  legally,  apply  to  Indians  upon  their  yet 
unpurchased  lands.  That  law,  represented  today  by  the  Criminal  Code,  is 


inapplicable,  for  the  same  constitutional  reason  that  the  newcomers' 
courts  have  no  jurisdiction  - the  jurisdiction  of  the  newcomers' 
governments  and  courts  is  derivative  - not  original... 

"Access  under  the  rule  of  law  to  the  independent  and  impartial  third 
party  court  is  all  that  the  petitioners  herein  ever  sought  at  Gustafsen 
Lake.  To  secure  recognition  of  that  right,  as  the  specific  means  to 
apprehending  the  genocide  of  the  aboriginal  people,  they  occupied  a 
defensive  position  in  relation  to  a tract  of  disputed  Indian  land.  The 
fact  is  that  their  sole  demand,  issued  while  under  police  siege,  and  dated 
August  25,  1995  reads  as  follows: 

"The  Sundancers  at  Gustafsen  Lake  have  one  demand:  that  the  petition 
dated  January  3,  1995  be  addressed  publicly  by  an  independent  an  impartial 
third  party  tribunal,  one  that  is  neither  Canadian  nor  Indian,  such  as  the 
special  constitutional  court  established  by  Queen  Anne  at  the  request  of 
the  Mohegan  Indians  to  which  court  the  petition  is  addressed: 

(a)  is  the  popular  assumption  that  the  Canadian  courts  and  police  have 
jurisdiction  legal? 

(b)  or  is  that  assumption  criminally  treasonable,  fraudulent  and 
complicitous  in  the  genocide  of  the  aboriginal  peoples  of  Canada  as 
alleged  in  the  petition? 

"For  physically  defending  their  constitutional  right  to  third  party 
adjudication  as  to  the  disputed  tract  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  and  for 
exercising  their  right  physically  to  resist  genocide,  the  petitioners  were 
branded  'terrorists'  in  a 'smear  and  misinformation  campaign'  tantamount 
to  the  crime  of  hate  propaganda  contrary  to  sections  318(1)  and  2(b)  and 
319(1)  and  (2)  of  the  Criminal  Code,  perpetrated  by  the  police  under  the 
orders  of  their  political  and  judicial  masters;" 

- Petition/Motion/Constitutional  Question.  Ignace  et  al  v Dosanjh  and 
Rock 

Your  Majesty: 

The  Ts'peten  Defenders  are  innocent 
Canada  is  guilty. 

The  crime  is  genocide. 

You  can  stop  it. 

Uphold  the  law.  Honour  your  commitments.  End  the  colonization. 

Free  the  Ts'peten  Defenders. 

Letters  of  Support: 

Elizabeth  II  c/o  His  Excellency  Romeo  LeBlanc 
Governor-General  of  Canada 
fax:  613-993-1967 

Faxing  by  email:  remote  printer.Romeo_Le_Blanc@16139931967.iddd.tpc.int 

WWW  comments : http: //www. school net . c a/collect ion s/governor 

Leave  your  comments  at  the  Royal  Web  Site:  http://www.royal.gov.uk/ 
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"RE : Canadian  Aboriginals"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Dun  1997  09:20:27  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  mfdunn@f reenet . carleton . ca  (Martin  F.  Dunn) 

Sub j : Canadian  Aboriginals 

UUCP  email 

Canadian  Aboriginals  (Copyright  by  Martin  F Dunn.) 

May  be  distributed  freely  for  non-commercial  purposes.  May  not  be 
included  in  formats  or  publications  offered  for  sale  except  with  the 


written  permission  of  the  author. 


In  response  to  requests  from  some  who  indicated  they  would  like  to  know 
more  about  how  unregistered , off-reserve,  and  Metis  peoples  in 
Canada  have  asserted  their  reality  over  the  last  several  decades,  I 
offer  the  following  paragraphs. 

First  Installment  - Chickens  and  Eggs 

I want  to  emphasize  that  I am  not  dealing  only  with  Metis  peoples, 
but  with  Indians  who,  for  a variety  of  reasons  never  registered, 
were  excluded  from  registration,  had  registration  stripped  from 
them,  or  were  registered  but  denied  residency  on-reserve  or 
membership  in  a particular  Indian  band.  In  Canada,  by  the  way, 
people  who  are  registered  under  the  Indian  Act  are  most  often 
referred  to  as  Status  Indians.  Until  recently,  those  Indians  who  are 
not  registered  are  referred  to  non-status  Indians.  The  politically 
correct  term  for  those  people  these  days  is  unregistered  Indians. 

There  is  a third  category  labelled  as  Bill  C31  Indians,  but  more  about 
that  later. 

Like  governments  in  the  United  States,  Canadian  governments  have, 
since  Confederation  in  1867,  assumed  that  Aboriginal  peoples  in 
Canada  were,  or  soon  would  be,  extinct.  In  fact,  the  original 
Canadian  constitution  (the  British  North  America  Act)  contained 
only  one  7-word  reference  to  Indians  which  gave  the  Federal 
government  the  jurisdiction  to  legislate  for  =Indians  and  lands 
reserved  for  Indians=.  Accordingly,  government  policy  ever  since  has 
been  dedicated  to  assimilating  whatever  Aboriginal  populations 
managed  to  survive  the  ravages  of  colonial  warfare,  disease,  racism, 
and  other  ethnocidal  practices. 

Without  getting  into  a lot  of  incredibly  complicated  detail  about  the 
effect  of  these  policies,  suffice  it  to  say  that  by  1969,  up  to  three- 
quarters  of  the  Canadian  Indian  population  were  no  longer  registered 
and  no  longer  lived  on  reserve.  Others,  who  identified  themselves  as 
Metis  had  no  official  recognition  outside  of  a few  settlement  lands 
in  Alberta  and  Metis  farms  in  Saskatchewan.  The  government,  in 
what  is  now  referred  to  as  THE  White  Paper,  felt  it  was  time  to 
publicly  propose  that  all  distinctions  between  Aboriginal  and  non- 
Aboriginal  Canadians  be  eliminated.  The  paper  proposed  to  do  away 
with  the  Indian  Act,  with  Indian  registration,  and  co-incidentally, 
with  Aboriginal  and  Treaty  rights.  The  Justice  Minister  of  the  day, 

Jean  Cretien,  (who  is  Prime  Minister  today)  was  virtually 
overwhelmed  by  the  negative  backlash  from  the  Aboriginal 
community  to  his  proposal. 

The  basic  premise  of  the  White  Paper,  that  Aboriginal  and  Treaty 
rights  were  a colonial  anachronism  with  no  relevance  in  a modern 
world,  was  shattered  by  a split  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  in  the  Calder  case  in  1973.  Half  of  the  judges  found 
that  Aboriginal  rights  did,  indeed,  still  exist  and  that  it  might  be 
possible  for  modern  day  Aboriginal  people  to  make  claims  based  on 
those  rights.  The  government  scrambled  to  cover  its  obviously 
exposed  legal  butt. 

In  the  late  60's  the  government,  under  heavy  pressure  from  Status 
Indian  groups,  agreed  to  fund  an  Aboriginal  representative 
organization  to  address  Indian  issues  and  propose  solutions  to 
government.  It  was  at  this  point  that  the  National  Indian 
Brotherhood  (NIB)  was  formed.  Unfortunately,  it  was  also  at  this 
point  that  this  largely  Status  Indian  organization  asked 
representatives  of  unregistered  Indians  and  Metis  to  leave  their 
meetings.  They  did  agree,  however,  to  support  separate  government 
funding  for  organizations  to  represent  unregistered  Indian  and  Metis. 

The  government,  however,  refused  to  fund  two  separate 
organizations,  one  for  unregistered  Indians  and  another  for  Metis.  It 
became  obvious  that  these  groups  were  going  to  have  to  find  a way 
to  work  together  in  a single  organization  if  they  wanted  government 


Pant  2 - Bundling  in  the  70's 

(For  those  of  you  who  may  not  be  aware  of  the  ancient  practice  of 
bundling,  it  was  a means  of  familiarizing  a young  betrothed  couple 
with  each  other.  They  were  allowed  to  sleep  in  the  same  bed  -- 
usually  fully  clothed--  with  a board  --presumably  without  knot 
holes--  between  them  to  keep  things  from  getting  too  intimate.) 

In  order  to  receive  government  funding,  the  proposed  organization 
had  to  be  incorporated , non-profit,  and  demonstrate  some  form  of 
actual  representivity . This  created  two  very  difficult  hurdles. 

The  first  problem  was  that  the  off-reserve  Aboriginal  people  across 
the  country  were  extremely  diverse  and  very  difficult  to  represent. 
Some  had  family  connections  on  reserve,  others  did  not.  Some  had 
recently  been  enfranchised  (struck  off  Indian  Act  lists)  others  had 
been  separated  for  generations.  Some  lived  a traditional  life  style, 
others  were  completely  urbanized.  Some  still  identified  themselves 
as  Indian,  Inuit  or  Metis,  others  were  losing,  or  had  already  lost  any 
personal  or  social  reason  to  maintain  that  identity. 

They  did,  however,  have  some  general  characteristics  in  common. 
Although  from  many  different  tribes,  bands,  and  communities,  they 
did  share  Aboriginal  heritage,  or  at  least  Aboriginal  ancestry.  They 
certainly  all  lacked  social  and  political  recognition  of  themselves  as 
Aboriginal  people.  As  a result  they  lacked  access  to  any  benefit 
from  their  Aboriginal  and  Treaty  rights.  They  were,  for  the  most 
part,  also  very  poor. 

The  second  problem  was  that,  with  some  notable  exceptions,  very 
few  off-reserve  peoples  had  any  recent  tradition  of  social  or 
political  organization.  They  had  been,  in  most  cases,  unilaterally 
divorced  from  their  tribes  and  bands.  In  urban  settings  they  were 
dispersed  among  a much  larger  non-Aboriginal  population.  Having 
been  deliberately  excluded  from  modern  political  processes 
(including  the  right  to  vote)  right  up  to  1950,  there  was  very  little 
motive  or  opportunity  to  organize  in  any  significant  way.  In  fact,  up 
until  1950  it  was  actually  illegal.  But  there  were  exceptions. 

Many  in  the  new  leadership  had  (as  a result  of  two  World  Wars)  some 
military  experience  and  the  self-respect  and  self-reliance  that 
came  from  being  treated  in  foreign  lands  as  soldiers,  rather  than 
belittled  as  Indians  in  Canada.  There  were  also  many  Aboriginal 
tradesmen  and  skilled  and  semi-skilled  workers  who  had  some 
labour  union  experience.  These  two  models  formed  the  basis  around 
which  off-reserve  Aboriginal  organizations  were,  for  better  or 
worse,  to  develop. 

A few  intrepid  individuals,  at  their  own  expense,  began  the  process 
of  developing  the  needed  organizations.  They  hitchhiked  across  the 
country  encouraging  the  formation  of  "locals"  (12  or  more  signed-up 
members)  at  the  community  level,  who  were  then  affiliated  with 
organizations  created  at  the  regional  or  provincial  level,  who  were 
in  turn  affiliated  with  a national  organization  incorporated  in  1971 
as  the  Native  Council  of  Canada. 

The  initial  motivation  behind  these  organizations  were  simple  --  to 
improve  the  extreme  conditions  of  poverty  that  many  Aboriginal 
people  had  to  endure.  The  basics  --food  and  shelter--  and  the  frills 
of  the  day  --education  and  jobs--  were  the  issues  around  which  the 
early  organization  were  formed. 

>From  a government  point  of  view,  the  motivation  was  equally  simple, 
the  Canadian  government  was  being  embarrassed  both  nationally  and 
internationally  by  the  third  world  conditions  Aboriginal  peoples 
faced.  They  were  also  worried  that  the  Calder  decision  would  raise 
the  spectre  of  Indian  land  claims  and  thwart  development  in  the 
northern  parts  of  Canada  where  Aboriginal  people  were  still  a 
majority.  Under  the  flag  of  "Participatory  Democracy"  the  idea  of 
Aboriginal  representative  organizations  seemed  politically 
appropriate.  Government  bureaucrats  assumed  it  would  be  useful  to 
have  "little  brown  bureaucrats"  who  would  deliver  government 
programs  to  Aboriginal  communities. 

They  were  in  for  a nasty  surprise. 


Part  3 - The  Attack  of  The  Ugly  Duckling 

For  the  first  five  or  six  years  of  their  existence,  the  energies  of 
off-reserve  Aboriginal  organizations  and  their  leadership  were  very 
much  absorbed  by  bread  and  butter  issues  and  by  attracting  members 
to  their  community  locals.  The  federal,  and  some  provincial 
governments  agreed  to  provide  what  was  called  core  funding  to  the 
Native  Council  of  Canada  (NCC)  and,  as  time  went  on.  to  provincial 
affiliates.  These  funds  just  barely  covered  the  cost  of  office  rent, 
salaries  for  elected  executive  officers,  and  a minimal 
administrative  staff. 

In  direct  response  to  media  exposes  of  pitifully  inadequate  housing 
both  on  and  off-reserve,  the  federal  government  launched  a Native 
housing  program  for  reserves.  Off-reserve  leaders  successfully 
negotiated  a similar  program  to  address  inadequate  off-reserve 
housing  needs.  This  funding,  more  or  less  inadvertently,  provided  a 
financial  base  for  organizations  to  hire  field  workers  who  doubled 
as  organizers  of  new  locals.  Word  spread  that  joining  a Metis  and 
Non-Status  Indian  (MNSI)  local  could  put  you  in  line  for  a brand  new 
house . 

By  1975-76  things  seemed  to  be  developing  fairly  smoothly,  at  least 
on  the  surface.  But  an  undercurrent  was  developing  which  would 
soon  sweep  the  entire  process  down  a very  unexpected  channel.  The 
ugly  duckling  (off-reserve  Aboriginal  representative  organizations) 
was  paddling  its  way  around  the  federal  funding  pool.  But  the  other 
ducks  (both  governments  and  Status  Indian  bands  and  organizations) 
were  laughing  behind  their  backs.  The  Canadian  government  was 
spending  money  on  Aboriginal  people,  but  the  spending  was  designed 
only  to  alleviate  poverty.  There  was  still  a tremendous  resistance 
to  Aboriginal  demands  that  their  Aboriginal  and  Treaty  rights  be 
addressed . 

Those  same  demands  were  being  raised  with  increasing  frequency  in 
the  board  rooms  of  the  various  off-reserve  provincial  affiliates  and 
national  Aboriginal  policy  makers  focussed  their  attention  on  three 
closely  related  political  issues: 

1.  Federal  recognition  of  all  Aboriginal  peoples  in  Canada 

2.  Reinstatement  of  enfranchised  Indians  under  the  Indian  Act 

3.  Resolution  of  outstanding  Aboriginal  land  claims. 

The  Trudeau  government  of  the  day,  assuming  that  Aboriginal  land 
claims  were  largely  mythical,  decided  to  fund  representative 
organizations,  on  and  off-reserve,  to  undertake  the  research 
necessary  to  identify  what  those  potential  claims  might  be.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Federal  government  was  becoming  increasingly 
involved  in  trying  to  patriate  the  Canadian  constitution  which,  up  to 
then,  could  only  be  changed  with  the  consent  of  the  British 
Parliament  and  the  Queen.  When  these  two  seemingly  separate 
government  initiatives  met  in  Indian  country.  Aboriginal 
representative  organizations  exploded  onto  the  national  stage. 

Virtually  every  Aboriginal  representative  organization  in  the 
country  plunged  into  a research  process  between  1977  and  1980  to 
collect  and  analyze  data  related  to  their  potential  claims.  Libraries 
and  archives  were  raided,  elders  were  interviewed,  and  documents 
were  collected  that  clearly  established  literally  thousands  of 
claims  across  the  country.  Most  Aboriginal  people  already  had  a 
sense  they  had  been  ripped  off,  but  the  degree  to  which  that  process 
had  been  meticulously  recorded  by  colonial  authorities  was  a 
complete  surprise.  Most  organizations  now  had  more  ammunition 
then  they  knew  what  to  do  with.  The  question  was,  how  best  to  use 
that  ammunition  and  to  whom  (public,  courts  or  government)  should 
they  point  the  information  guns. 

The  government,  on  the  other  hand,  quickly  moved  away  from  any 
perception  that  it  was  prepared  to  accommodate  just  any  Aboriginal 
claims.  Under  pressure  from  the  Justice  Department  and  its 
Minister  Jean  Cretien  (now  Prime  Minister)  the  government  took  a 
formal  and  legalistic  stance.  It  proposed  to  address  only  those 


claims  related  to  unsurrendered  territory  (which  the  government 
defined)  and  denied  liability  for  claims  in  existing  Treaty  areas. 
Government  policy  also  refused  to  recognize  pre-confederation 
treaties  in  the  maritime  provinces. 

At  the  same  time  the  government  was  lobbying  British  Parliament  to 
patriate  the  Canadian  constitution.  They  were  soon  joined,  much  to 
the  delight  of  British  Members  of  Parliament  and  the  British  public, 
by  feather  bonneted  dancing  and  drumming  Indians  and  sash  bedecked 
Metis  who  were  actively  opposing  patriation,  at  least  until  they 
received  assurance  Aboriginal  and  Treaty  rights  issues  would  be 
addressed.  The  ugly  duckling  had  literally  crossed  the  big  pond  and 
was  on  the  attack. 


Part  4 - The  Constitutional  Swan 

Dust  when  it  seemed  that  claims  initiatives  had  hit  a dead  end  - at 
least  as  far  as  off-reserve  peoples  were  concerned  - the  process  of 
patriating  Canada's  constitution  was  gathering  considerable 
momentum.  When  repeated  attempts  on  the  part  of  Aboriginal 
leaders  to  participate  in  that  process  were  shunted  aside  with 
vague  promises  that  "Indian  issues"  would  be  high  on  the  post- 
patriation  agenda,  the  Aboriginal  leadership  began  playing  hardball. 

If  the  ugly  duckling  couldn't  be  heard  at  home,  perhaps  it  was  time 
to  get  to  the  other  side  of  the  pond. 

As  Prime  Minister  Trudeau  invested  more  and  more  of  his 
government's  credibility  into  the  success  of  the  constitutional 
reform  process.  Aboriginal  opposition  to  that  process  became  more 
and  more  significant.  In  petitions  to  the  Queen,  in  special 
committee  hearings  in  British  Parliament,  and  especially  in  the 
British  tabloids,  Canada's  Aboriginal  leaders  presented  their  case 
for  recognition  of  Aboriginal  and  Treaty  rights  in  the  Canadian 
constitution.  In  the  final  hours  of  negotiation  between  British  and 
Canadian  diplomats,  it  became  increasingly  obvious  that  Aboriginal 
leaders  had  to  be  brought  on  side.  Trudeau  ordered  Cretien  to  make  a 
deal.  On  (date)  that  deal  was  struck. 

The  Canadian  government  agreed  that  the  highest  law  of  the  land, 
the  patriated  Canadian  constitution,  would  include: 

1.  Recognition  of  Aboriginal  and  Treaty  Rights 

2.  Reference  to  Indian,  Inuit  and  Metis  as  Aboriginal  peoples 

3.  Reference  to  the  Proclamation  of  1763  and 

4.  A commitment  to  hold  a constitutional  meeting  with  Aboriginal 
leaders  within  a year  to  identify  and  define  Aboriginal  and 
Treaty  rights  to  be  included  in  the  Canadian  constitution. 

In  return  Aboriginal  leaders  agreed  to  withdraw  their  opposition  to 
the  Canadian  constitutional  proposal  before  the  British  Parliament. 

The  ugly  duckling,  it  appeared,  had  become  a full-blown 
constitutional  swan.  The  war  for  recognition  was  over,  but  the 
battle  for  real  accommodation  of  Aboriginal  peoples  in  Canada  was 
just  beginning. 

The  Constitution  was  duly  patriated  in  1982  and,  in  the  spring  of 
1983  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  the  Premiers  of  each  of  the  10 
provinces  and  the  government  leaders  of  the  two  territories  met 
with  the  leaders  of  Canada's  four  national  representative 
organizations  in  the  first  of  what  was  to  be  a series  of 
constitutional  meetings  held  over  the  next  10  years.  The  trip  to 
the  table  was  not  an  easy  one,  especially  for  the  Assembly  of  First 
Nations  (AFN)  and  the  Native  Council  of  Canada  (NCC) . 

It  can  be  fairly  stated  that  the  Aboriginal  leadership  in  Canada  had 
successfully  exploited  a closing  constitutional  window  of 
opportunity,  but  it  was  not  without  internal  opposition.  There  were 
traditionalists  among  the  AFN  who  feared  negotiating  with  anyone 
but  the  Queen  would  be  compromising  their  sovereignty.  There  were 
Treaty  groups  who  feared  their  Treaty  rights  might  be  compromised 
in  the  constitutional  process.  The  Native  Women's  Association  of 
Canada  (NWAC)  struggled  but  failed  to  achieve  a separate  seat  at 


the  constitutional  table.  The  western  Metis  within  the  NCC  split 
off  to  form  the  Metis  National  Council  (MNC)  who  did  successfully 
negotiate  separate  seats  at  the  constitutional  table,  although  the 
NCC  continued  to  represent  other  Metis. 

Despite  these  internal  tensions  and  differences.  Aboriginal 
representative  organizations  had  obviously  grown  far  beyond  their 
service-delivery  beginnings.  They  had  transformed  themselves 
from  little  brown  bureaucrats  into  full-blown  Aboriginal  diplomats 
who  were  negotiating  the  future  of  their  respective  peoples  with 
Canada's  federal  and  provincial  leaders.  They  had  finessed  their 
way  to  the  table.  Now,  the  question  was,  what  do  they  do  now  that 
they  are  there. 

Next  Installment  - Part  5 - Negotiating  the  Future 
Summaries  of  previous  installments 

Part  3 dealt  with  the  early  development  of  off-reserve  Aboriginal 
organizations  and  their  emphasis  on  bread  and  butter  issues.  It 
briefly  outlined  two  government  initiatives  - funding  for  claims 
research  and  partriation  of  the  Canadian  constitution  - which  were 
to  result  in  a transformation  of  Aboriginal  service  delivery 
organizations  and  their  leaders  into  international  political 
activists  maneuvering  their  way  into  national  constitutional 
negotiations . 

Part  2 dealt  with  the  circumstances  which  forced  unregistered 
Indians  and  Metis  into  one  organization,  and  the  difficulties  faced 
by  early  leaders  in  finding  an  organizational  structure  which  could 
accommodate  a wide  variety  of  peoples.  It  briefly  described  the 
motivational  issues  of  food,  shelter  and  jobs,  and  government 
motivation  in  terms  of  the  need  to  deliver  government  programs  to 
Aboriginal  communities. 

Part  1 dealt  briefly  with  the  assimilation  policies  of  Canadian 
government  since  Confederation  and  with  the  White  Paper  of  1969 
and  its  attempt  to  eliminate  distinctions  between  Aboriginal  and 
non-Aboriginal  peoples.  Negative  Aboriginal  reaction  to  the  White 
Paper  was  noted,  as  well  as  a split  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  (Calder  et  al,  1973)  which  proposed  that  Aboriginal  rights 
still  exist.  Responding  to  Aboriginal  pressure,  the  federal 
government  offered  to  fund  a national  Aboriginal  organization  to 
address  the  government  on  issues  and  concerns  of  Aboriginal 
peoples.  A National  Indian  Brotherhood  was  formed  which  then 
excluded  unregistered  Indians,  Metis  and  (by  default)  Inuit  peoples 
in  favour  of  registered  or  Status  Indians.  The  government  refused 
to  fund  separate  organizations  for  unregistered  (Non-  Status) 

Indians  and  Metis,  forcing  them  to  consider  the  development  of  a 
single  organization  covering  both  groups. 

<===============================================================> 

Martin  F.  Dunn  Aboriginal  Rights  Consulting 

abl55@freenet . carleton . ca  from  an  Aboriginal  Perspective 

<===============================================================> 


"RE : Run  for  Freedom  Ends"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Hun  1997  13:01:06  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Andahatey@aol.com 

Sub j : Fwd : Run  Update  Hune  18-19,1997  Days  11-12 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Here's  the  final  installment 


Forwarded  message: 

Sub j : Run  Update  Dune  18-19,1997  Days  11-12 

Date:  97-06-23  12:57:50  EDT 


From:  Andahatey 

To:  MOMFEATHR 

FROM  THE  DESK  OF  MOMFEATHER.  . . . 

An  eyewitness  account  by  Dim  Toren.  . . 

Authorized  by  Dennis  Banks 

Dune  18th  and  19th  ~ Days  11  and  12 

We  ran  to  SHAWNEE  where  we  stayed  at  the  POTAWATOMI  POW  WOW  GROUNDS. 
Arrangements  were  made  by  one  of  Oklahoma's  Police  Officers  and  we  would  like 
to  thank  him  for  all  his  efforts!!! 

DIM,  MARCUS,  AMOS,  TOPAZ  AND  LITTLE  BILL  BOSWELL  met  up  with  an  old  friend, 
BURT  POORE  BUFFALO. 

We  did  a caravan  to  OKLAHOMA  CITY  and  marched  to  the  BOMB  SITE.  Here  we 
did  a special  pipe  ceremony.  The  feeling  of  the  group  is  that  our  children 
are  our  future  and  the  loss  here  took  many  of  our  children  under  tragic 
circumstances.  Our  Runner,  Marcus,  who  is  from  Bosque  said  he  wanted  to  pray 
for  all  the  children  who  died  in  tragedy,  in  OKLAHOMA,  RUBY  RIDGE,  WACO, 
BOSNIA  and  all  other  places  in  the  world. 

We  left  for  TULSA  CREEK  COMMUNITY  where  the  conference  will  be  held.  We 
arrived  at  3:30  where  we  were  met  by  DENNIS  BANKS,  MD,  ANDY  MADER,  VERNON 
FOSTER  and  about  100  others! 

WE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  TAKE  THIS  TIME  TO  THANK  EACH  AND  EVERY  ONE  OF  THE  RUNNERS, 
SUPPORT  DRIVERS  AND  ALL  THE  PEOPLE  WHO  PRAYED  AND  HELPED  US  ALONG  THE  WAY!!! 

PRAYERS  FOR  LEONARD  WILL  CONTINUE 

AND  SO  WILL  THE  RUNS  UNTIL  HE  IS  SET  FREE!!!!! 

This  is  the  final  update  on  the  1997  RUN  FOR  FREEDOM.  For  a complete  update 

from  day  1,  please  see  our  site  at: 

http : //members . aol . com/Nowa cum ig/ runup . html 

- — "RE:  Training  for  Human  Rights  Observers"  

Date:  20  Dun  1997  11:12:09 

From:  Peace  Brigades  International  - USA  <pbiusa@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Training  for  human  rights  observers 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

PLEASE  POST.  THANK  YOU. 

INTERNATIONAL  VOLUNTEER  OPPORTUNITIES 
WORK  FOR  PEACE  AND  HUMAN  RIGHTS  IN 
GUATEMALA 

SRI  LANKA 

COLOMBIA 

HAITI 

THE  BALKANS 

CHIAPAS 

and  with  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE  IN  NORTH  AMERICA 
PEACE  BRIGADES  INTERNATIONAL 
2642  College  Ave.  Berkeley,  CA  94704 
tel:  1-510-540-0749 
e-mail:  pbiusa@igc.apc.org 
check  our  WEB  PAGE  at: 
http: //www. igc . ape . org/pbi/ index. html 

Peace  Brigades  International  is  seeking  volunteers  for  protective 
human  rights  accompaniment  and  popular  education  work  with  people's 
movements  in  Guatemala,  Sri  Lanka,  Haiti,  Colombia,  Chiapas,  the 
Balkans  and  with  indigenous  people  in  North  America. 


1997  VOLUNTEER  TRAINING  SESSION 
Date:  October  3-10,  1997  Location: 


Pyramid  Lake,  Paradox,  New  York  Cost:  $250-$350(US)  sliding  scale  -- 
includes  all  housing  and  food,  (volunteers  for  Colombia  are 
subsidized).  Registration  and  $75  nonrefundable  deposit  with 
application  due  by  September  1. 

For  application  Call:  510-540-0749,  or  contact  pbiusa@igc.apc.org. 

WHAT  IS  PEACE  BRIGADES  INTERNATIONAL? 

Peace  Brigades  International  (PBI)  is  a non-partisan  international 
organization  committed  to  practicing  nonviolence  in  conflict  areas. 
PBI  volunteers,  by  providing  support  and  accompaniment,  create 
"breathing  space"  for  groups  working  nonviolently  for  social 
justice.  PBI  volunteers  respond  to  requests  for  protective 
accompaniment  from  individuals  and  groups  threatened  with  political 
violence,  facilitate  workshops  upon  request,  and  disseminate 
first-hand  reports  internationally. 

WHO  CAN  BE  A PBI  VOLUNTEER? 

PBI  volunteers  come  from  many  countries,  backgrounds  and 
philosophical  perspectives.  They  share  a strong  commitment  to 
nonviolence  and  a belief  in  the  power  of  local  people  to  create  more 
peaceful  and  just  societies.  PBI  seeks  volunteers  age  25  and  older. 
Volunteers  must  be  able  to  commit  to  a minimum  of  7 months  of 
service  (excepting  North  America  Project) . Spanish  fluency  required 
for  Guatemala  and  Colombia.  French  for  Haiti.  Volunteers  must 
complete  a detailed  application,  with  references,  followed  by  a 
telephone  interview  before  being  accepted  for  the  training  session. 

WHAT  DO  OUR  PEACE  TEAMS  DO  IN  THE  FIELD? 

GUATEMALA: 

PBI  has  accompanied  Nobel  Prize  winner  Rigoberta  Menchu,  families 
of  the  disappeared  (GAM  and  FAMDEGUA),  rural  campesino  groups 
(CERJ,  CUC,  CONIC,  CCDA  and  others)  labor  unions  (dozens!), 
returning  refugees.  Communities  of  Population  in  Resistance,  widows 
groups  (CONAVIGUA),  internally  displaced  (CONDEG  and  others),  and 
many  others.  PBI  also  offers  workshops  on  demand  in  Peace 
Education.  (Volunteers  must  be  fluent  in  Spanish.) 

SRI  LANKA 

PBI  has  accompanied  human  rights  groups  and  various  democratic 
organizations  in  the  capital  city,  Colombo.  PBI  did  election 
monitoring  accompaniment.  Since  the  renewal  of  hostilities  between 
the  government  and  Tamil  Tigers  in  1995  PBI  has  been  providing  a 
regular  accompaniment  presence  in  the  war-torn  NorthEast  region. 
COLOMBIA 

PBI  accompanies  national  human  rights  organizations,  such  as 
ASFADDES  (Families  of  the  Disappeared),  regional  groups  like  CREDHOS 
(Regional  Human  Rights  Organization),  internally  displaced  victims 
of  the  violence  in  the  Magdelena  region  and  others.  (Volunteers  must 
be  fluent  in  Spanish.) 

HAITI 

PBI  placed  its  newest  team  in  Port-au-Prince  in  December  1995,  at 
the  request  of  the  Haitian  Catholic  Commission  for  Justice  and 
Peace.  PBI  has  been  asked  to  facilitate  workshops  in  conflict 
resolution  and  other  areas  of  Peace  Education.  The  team  also 
prepares  non-partisan  reports  for  the  international  community. 
(Volunteers  must  speak  French,  and  be  prepared  for  intensive  study 
of  Haitian  Creole  upon  arrival  in  Haiti.) 

NORTH  AMERICA  PROJECT 

Accompaniment  and  reconciliation  work  with  native  communities  in  the 
US  and  Canada.  The  project  has  maintained  along  relationship  with 
the  Innu  people  in  northern  Quebec,  Labrador  and  Newfoundland.  We 
are  also  building  ties  with  Native  communities  in  the  US,  including 
the  Western  Shoshone  in  Nevada. 

THE  BALKANS  PEACE  TEAM  INTERNATIONAL 

This  coalition  maintains  peace  teams  in  both  Croatia  and  Kosovo 
doing  accompaniment,  conflict  resolution,  reconciliation  and  human 


rights  support. 

SIPAZ , INTERNATIONAL  SERVICE  FOR  PEACE,  CHIAPAS,  MEXICO 
This  coalition  maintains  peace  teams  in  Chiapas  providing 
accompaniment,  conflict  resolution,  peace  education  workshops, 
reconciliation  and  human  rights  support. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CHECK  OUR  WEB  PAGE  AT: 
http: //www. igc . ape . org/pbi/ index. html 
OR  CALL  US  TODAY  AT:  1-510-540-0749. 

***  Peace  Brigades  International  (USA)  *** 

2642  College  Ave.  Berkeley  CA  94704  USA 
TEL:  510-540-0749  FAX:  510-849-1247 
Email:  pbiusa@igc.apc.org 
http : //www. igc . apc.org/pbi/index.html 

"RE ; Alex  Labadie  (1920-1997)"  

Date:  Sun,  22  Dun  1997  07:27:23  -0600 
From:  Craig  Barbie  <barbic@spot. Colorado. edu> 

Sub j : Alex  Labadie  (1920-1997) 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthsesa . edu> 

Alex  Labadie 

Osage 

1920-1997 

AISES  is  saddened  by  the  loss  of  a dearly  admired  friend.  Alex  Labadie 
passed  away  on  Dune  9,  1997,  due  to  complications  from  by-pass  surgery. 

He  was  a member  of  the  Osage  tribe  of  Oklahoma. 

Alex  was  born  in  1920  and  raised  on  the  Osage  Reservation  Pawhuska  in 
Oklahoma  and  was  educated  in  Indian  schools.  He  was  an  engineering  graduate 
from  Oklahoma  State  University  and  one  of  thirteen  original  American  Indian 
registered  Professional  Engineers  in  the  U.S.  He  bravely  served  his  country 
twice,  once  in  World  War  II  as  a C-47  Pilot  and  Communications  Officer 
flying  daily  missions.  He  was  then  called  back  to  serve  during  the 
Korean  War. 

After  his  military  service,  Alex  married  and  worked  as  an  engineer  in 
Oklahoma  and  then  California,  which  became  his  adopted  home  state.  At 
Rockwell  International,  he  worked  on  the  design  team  for  radio  communications 
for  the  Apollo  Program.  He  also  worked  as  a design  engineer  in  the  computer 
industry. 

Having  realized  success  in  his  own  career,  Alex  became  concerned  with 
bringing  more  educational  opportunities  to  American  Indians.  He  served  on 
the  AISES  Board  of  Directors  in  the  1980s  and  was  a Charter  Member  of  the 
AISES  Sequoyah  Fellow  program.  Alex  was  an  active  member  and  mentor 
during  the  organization's  formative  years,  leading  the  effort  to  establish 
AISES  student  chapters  in  California. 

He  retired  in  1989  from  his  professional  career,  but  remained  actively 
involved  in  his  community.  Alex  served  in  the  Retired  Senior  Volunteer 
Programs  for  the  Fountain  Valley  and  Huntington  Beach  Police  departments. 

Memorial  services  will  be  held  at  St.  Wilifreds  Episcopal  Church  in 
Huntington,  California,  on  Saturday,  Dune  14,  at  2:00  PM.  In  lieu  of 
flowers,  the  Alex  Labadie  family  has  requested  that  donations  be  forwarded 
to  AISES  in  his  memory. 

Donations  can  be  sent  to: 

American  Indian  Science  and  Engineering  Society  (AISES) 

5661  Airport  Boulevard 
Boulder,  CO  80301-2339. 

If  you  wish  to  contact  the  Labadie  family,  please  address  correspondence 
to  Alex's  daughter  at  the  following  address: 

Diana  Wondergem,  1629  E.  Dunnigan  Street,  Camarillo,  CA  93010. 

On  behalf  of  the  entire  AISES  family,  we  express  our  deepest  regrets  to 
the  Labadie  family  and  wish  them  peace  and  comfort. 


RE:  John  Rolling  Thunder 


Date:  Mon,  23  Dun  1997  10:16:38  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  BRUCE  DAVID  OLSEN  <bolsen@ucla . edu> 

Sub  j : Dohn  Rolling  Thunder 

UUCP  email 
Hau  waste  kolapi. 

While  on  the  subject,  in  the  same  edition  of  the  newsletter  mentioned 
below,  there  was  an  obituary  about  the  death  of  Dohn  Rolling  Thunder 
Pope.  Reference  was  made  to  a book  about  him  which,  after  a little 
investigation,  I discovered  was  titled  "Rolling  Thunder".  I was 
intrigued,  so  I borrowed  the  book  from  the  library.  Wow!  It  is  no 
wonder  that  the  book  has  been  through  12  printings.  I have  read  about 
half  the  book,  and  it  is  the  kind  of  book  which  makes  me  want  to  meet 
him.  It  truly  saddens  me  that  Rolling  Thunder  has  passed  away,  and 
that  I did  not  have  occasion  to  discover  the  book  while  he  was  still 
alive.  Out  of  curiosity,  does  anyone  know  what  became  of  his  son.  Mala 
Spotted  Eagle?  In  the  book,  he  is  described  as  being  Rolling  Thunder's 
apprentice  medicine  man. 

With  love  and  respect, 

Bruce 

bolsen@ucla.edu 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "coyote  red  hawk"  <djackson@cconnect . net> 

Date:  Fri,  20  Dun  1997  18:26:58  -0400 
Subject:  IN  MEMORY  OF  DUDI  BARI 

IN  MEMORY  OF  DUDI  BARI 

Mother  Earth  has  lost  an  important  defender.  Earth  first!  Activist  Dudi 
Bari  passed  into  the  spirit  World  on  March  2nd.  at  her  home  in 
Willits, California  of  breast  cancer.  Bari  received  world  attention  in  1990 
when  the  car  she  and  fellow  activist  Darryl  Cherney  were  riding 
in, exploded.  The  two  had  been  on  a college  tour  recruiting  for  their 
"Redwood  Summer"  of  nonviolent  logging  protests. 

The  FBI  and  Oakland  Police  Department  branded  the  two  peace  activists  as 
terrorists, claiming  they  were  transporting  explosives.  Later, by  securing 
previously  hidden  documents, Bari  demonstrated  that  the  bomb  was  planted  in 
an  effort  to  kill  her.  When  that  proved  unsuccessful, it  was  used  by  the  FBI 
to  smear  the  reputation  of  her  organization. 

Bari  spent  her  life  as  an  activist.  She  worked  as  a union  organizer  as 
well  as  an  environmentalist.  She  was  47  years  old.  The  prayers  of  all 
involved  in  the  Peltier  struggle  go  out  to  her  daughters, her  parents, her 
sisters  and  all  who  loved  and  appreciated  her  strength  and  courage.. 

This  excerpt  was  taken  right  from  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Florse 
newsletter. . .april/may  edition ...  for  those  of  you  who  do  not  know  about 
this  newsletter  it  is  the  official  newsletter  of  the  Leonard  Peltier 
Defense  Committee. . .Debbie 

"RE : The  Term  Redskin"  

Date:  Mon,  23  Dun  1997  08:23:45  -0500 
From:  Matthew  Richter  <richkya@mpks . net> 

Sub j : The  Term  "Redskin" 

UUCP  email 

Redskin  is  the  most  demeaning  term  that  can  be  used  toward  a Native 
American.  Please  educate  yourself  to  the  historical  record.  Indian  people 
are  not  mascots.  It  is  very  disrespectful 
to  try  to  attach  to  the  honor  of  the  ancestors  while  ignoring  the  damage 
done  to  their  children  alive  today.  Ignorance  is  no  excuse. 

The  following  remarks  were  made  by  Clem  Ironwing,  Sioux,  November  11, 


1996,  during  a public  hearing  called  by  the  Mascot/Identity  Committee  at 
Wichita  North  High  School.  Denied  a seat  on  the  Committee  where  he  could 
more  clearly  explain  the  complexity  of  the  issues,  Mr.  Ironwing,  an  elder, 
was  only  given  three  minutes  standing  alone  on  the  school  stage  in  front 
of  bright  lights,  three  television  stations,  local  radio  stations  and  the 
Wichita  Eagle  newspaper  in  front  of  an  audience  of  250  to  explain  why  it 
is  not  right  for  the  school  to  continue  using  this  mascot.  His  remarks 
follow: 

The  word  Redskin  was  taught  to  me  at  a very  young  age,  and  this  is  the 
meaning  it  has  for  me. 

I am  a Native  American.  I grew  up  on  an  Indian  reservation.  As  a child, 
the  United  States  Government  and  the  Catholic  Church  came  into  our  homes, 
took  us  away  from  our  families,  and  forced  us  into  Catholic  boarding 
schools.  There  was  no  choice  to  be  had  in  this  matter,  you  had  to  go.  The 
Catholic  Church  with  the  blessings  of  the  United  States  Government  took  it 
upon  themselves  to  determine  that  we  were  savages,  and  needed  to  be 
transformed  to  fit  into  their  society. 

When  my  hair  was  cut  short  by  the  priests,  I was  called  a "redskin"  and 
a savage.  When  I spoke  my  native  tongue,  I was  beaten  and  called  "redskin". 
When  I tried  to  follow  the  spiritual  path  of  my  people,  I was  again  beaten 
and  called  a "redskin".  I was  told  by  them  to  turn  my  back  on  the  ways  of 
my  people,  or  I would  forever  be  nothing  but  a dirty  "redskin". 

The  only  way  "redskin"  was  ever  used  towards  my  people  and  myself  was  in 
a derogatory  manner.  It  was  never,  ever,  used  in  a show  of  respect  or 
kindness.  It  was  only  used  to  let  you  know  that  you  were  dirty  and  no  good, 
and  to  this  day  still  is.  , 

A long  time  ago,  a group  of  people  who  had  no  knowledge  of  these  facts, 
and  who  put  no  thought  into  what  "redskin"  actually  meant  chose  to  use 
this  word  for  their  mascot.  A new  group  of  people,  now  being  confronted 
about  it,  have  somehow  decided  it  is  their  decision  to  change  the  meaning 
of  this  word  to  fit  their  purposes  and  agendas,  but  again  have  put  no 
thought  into  its  true  meaning  or  what  this  word  means  to  Native  Americans. 
Matthew  Richter 
1131  Iron  Horse  Rd. 

McPherson,  KS  67460-6014 
316-241-7240 

"RE : Call  for  Participation"  

Date:  Wed,  18  Dun  1997  12:23:54  -0500 
From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu  (Dohn  Berry) 

Sub j : Call  for  Participation:  Four  Directions  Electronic  Mentoring 
UUCP  email 

I would  like  to  invite  you  to  join  the  Four  Directions  project  as  a Native 
electronic  mentor  for  a Native  student  on  one  of  19  reservation  schools. 

Four  Directions  is  administered  by  the  Laguna  Pueblo  Department  of 
Education  and  funded  by  a five-year  federal  grant.  The  goal  of  Four 
Directions  is  to  help  reservation  schools  develop  culturally  based 
curriculum  through  technology.  You  can  find  out  more  through  the  Four 
Directions  web  site:  http://4directions.org. 

I hope  that  you  will  also  be  able  to  extend  this  invitation  to  other 
Native  adults  you  know  who  have  Internet  access.  You  may  forward  them  a 
copy  of  this  message.  This  is  a very  exciting  project.  I would  like  to 
have  you  join  us! 

Sincerely, 

Loriene  Roy  (Anishinabej  White  Earth  enrollee;  Pembina  Band),  Ph.D. 

+++++ 

Associate  Professor 

Graduate  School  of  Library  and  Information  Science 
The  University  of  Texas  at  Austin 
SZB  564 

Austin,  Texas  78712-1276 

Research  Associate,  Four  Directions,  Laguna  Pueblo  Department  of  Education 


http : //4dinections . org 

Phone:  (512)  471-3959 

Fax:  (512)  471-3971 

E-mail : loriene@uts . cc . utexas . edu 

Councilor-at-Large,  American  Library  Association 

Vice-President/President-Elect , American  Indian  Library  Association 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Associate  Professor 

Graduate  School  of  Library  and  Information  Science 
SZB  564 

Austin,  Texas  78712-1276 
Phone:  (512)  471-3959 
Fax:  (512)  471-3971 

Councilor-at-Large,  American  Library  Association 

Vice-President/President-Elect,  American  Indian  Library  Association 

— Forwarded  message 

Date:  Wed,  11  Dun  1997  15:12:31  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  Loriene  Roy  <loriene@fiat.gslis. utexas. edu> 

To:  loriene@uts.cc.utexas.edu 
Subject:  Forwarded  mail....  (fwd) 

SUBDECT:  CF  Participation:  Four  Directions  Electronic  Mentoring  Project 

"Everything  wasn't  passed  down.  Too  many  of  our  people  died  too  quick 
back  then.  They  didn't  have  time  to  pass  it  all  down.  So  we  Indians 
today  have  to  go  back  and  find  the  things  that  got  left  along  the 
trail.  It's  up  to  us  to  go  back  and  pick  them  up.  We  have  to 
educate  ourselves  to  know  who  we  are." 

Eddie  Benton-Banai,  Ojibwe  (in  Wisdom  Keepers:  Meetings  with 
Native  American  Spiritual  Elders  (Hillsboro,  OR: 

Beyond  Words  Publishing,  1990). 

Indian  People  have  a deep  and  innate  respect  for  knowledge  and  for  the 
wisdom  distilled  from  the  combination  of  knowledge  and  experience.  They 
also  have  a very  deeply  imbedded  instinct  for  passing  along  knowledge  and 
experience  from  one  generation  to  another.  Contemporary  Native  adults 
have  much  they  can  contribute  to  younger  people.  One  way  you  might 
participate  in  this  honoring  of  traditional  wisdom  is  through 
participating  in  the  Four  Directions  Electronic  mentoring  project  by 
volunteering  to  be  an  on-line  mentor. 

FOUR  DIRECTIONS:  ELECTRONIC  MENTORING  PRODECT 

In  1995,  The  Pueblo  of  Laguna  Department  of  Education  School  Board  received 
a U.S  Department  of  Education  Technology  Innovation  Challenge  Grant.  This 
grant  is  used  to  fund  a project  called  "Four  Directions:  An  Indigenous 
Educational  Model."  The  goal  of  Four  Directions  is  to  develop  a model 
program  to  help  teachers  develop  culturally  appropriate  curriculum  through 
technology.  Nineteen  schools  across  the  country,  from  Ahfachkee  Day  School 
in  Florida  to  the  Quileute  Tribal  School  in  Washington,  are  now  part  of 
the  Four  Directions  project.  The  schools  are  supported  by  a number  of 
educational  institutions,  businesses,  and  cultural  institutions  whose  work 
as  Four  Directions  partners  involves  helping  provide  curricular  and 
technical  support  to  the  nineteen  participating  schools.  I am  Loriene 
Roy,  an  enrolled  member  of  the  White  Earth  Reservation  in  Minnesota 
(Pembina  band),  and  a research  associate  in  the  Four  Directions  project 
this  summer  where  I am  employed  at  the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin.  I am 
working  with  Karen  Ferneding-Lenert,  the  coordinator  of  the  Electronic 
Mentoring  project. 

One  aspect  of  the  Four  Directions  project  is  to  provide  a mechanism  throu 
which  Native  students  can  receive  an  opportunity  to  develop  personalized 
learning  relationships  with  mentors.  Mentors  are  matched  with  students  or 
classrooms  of  students,  based  on  the  mentor's  interest  areas.  The 
mentor-student  or  mentor-classroom  send  and  receive  electronic  mail 
communication  at  least  three  times  a week  for  a mutually  agreed-upon 
period  of  time.  A description  of  the  technology  that  makes  this  happen 
appears  in  the  Four  Directions  web  page  (http://4directions.org). 


So  that  others  may  benefit  from  this  model  of  learning,  Karen  Lenert  and 
I will  read  copies  of  this  electronic  communication.  If  we  write  any 
research  papers  on  the  Electronic  Mentoring  project  we  will  not  identify  you 
in  any  way.  We  will  also  share  with  you  copies  of  any  manuscripts  that  we 
create  that  describe  this  project.  In  addition  to  communicating  with  your 
student  or  classroom, we  will  ask  you  to  communicate  with  us  on  occasion. 

We  will  also  send  you  a brief  evaluation  form  when  you  are  completing 
your  agreed-upon  communication  period  and  we  will  ask  for  your  help  in 
writing  a one-page  summary  describing  your  experience  in  this  mentoring 
project . 

I,  know,  as  a Native  person  I am  often  called  on  to  volunteer  to  many 
activities.  I understand  the  many  personal  and  professional  commitments 
you  have.  Still,  I hope  that  you  will  seriously  consider  taking  part  in 
this  project  of  Native  people  helping  Native  youth.  The  Four  Directions 
project  is  an  innovative  and  challenging  one.  I invite  you  to  join  with  us 
by  volunteering  to  participate  in  the  Electronic  Mentoring  project.  You 
have  much  to  offer. 

Please  respond  by  indicating: 

Yes,  I am  a Native  adult,  interested  in  participating  in  mentoring  a 

Native  child  through  the  Four  Directions  Project 

No,  I am  sorry  that  I will  not  be  able  to  participate  because 

(optional:  please  explain  why  you  might  not  be  able  to  participate: 


If  you  answered  YES,  you  may  now  complete  an  application. 

You  can  do  this  in  several  ways:  (1)  you  can  apply  through  the  online 
application  available  on  the  Four  Directions  web  page;  (2)  I can  e-mail 
you  an  application;  or  (3)  send  me  your  mailing  address  and  I will  mail 
you  a paper  application  that  you  can  then  complete  and  return. 

1.  To  fill  out  an  application  via  the  web  page:  Go  to  the  Four  Directions 
web  page  at  http://4directions.org. 

a.  Click  on  "Resources."  This  will  bring  you  to  the  "Four 
Directions  Educational  Resource  Library." 

b.  Click  on  "Electronic  Mentoring." 

c.  Click  on  "Enter  a New  On-Line  Mentor  Application." 

2.  To  fill  out  an  application  via  e-mail,  please  indicate  so  on  the  next 
line: 

Yes.  Please  send  me  an  e-mail  version  of  the  on-line  mentor 

application.  My  e-mail  address  is: 


3.  To  fill  out  an  application  via  regular  mail,  please  give  me  your 
mailing  address: 

My  mail  address  is: 

Name: 

Street  Address  with  zip  code: 

Please  don't  hesitate  to  e-mail  me  back  if  you  have  any  questions  about 
Four  Directions,  electronic  mentoring,  or  the  application  process.  I 
appreciate  your  time. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Loriene  Roy,  Ph.D. 

Enrolled  member:  White  Earth  Reservation  (Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe), 
Pembina  Band 
Associate  Professor 

Graduate  School  of  Library  and  Information  Science 
SZB  564 

Austin,  Texas  78712-1276 
Phone:  (512)  471-3959 
Fax:  (512)  471-3971 

Councilor-at-Large,  American  Library  Association 

Vice-President/President-Elect,  American  Indian  Library  Association 
"RE : In  Whose  Honor"  


Date:  Wed,  18  Dun  1997  17:48:07  +0000 


From:  Day  Rosenstein  < jayr@ncsa . uiuc . edu> 

Sub j : mascot  news 

UUCP  email 

I've  just  learned  that  the  Los  Angeles  Unified  Schools  have  approved  a 
policy  that  all  schools  must  remove  all  American  Indian  mascots  and 
names  and  references  to  American  Indians  in  the  school  theme.  They  have 
the  1997-1998  school  year  to  complete  the  transition.  This  came  about 
as  a result  of  struggle  led  by  the  director  of  local  American  Indian 
Education  Commission,  and  the  local  chapter  of  the  National  Conference 
of  Christians  and  Dews. 

I'm  also  personally  proud  that  the  documentary  I produced  on  the  issue 
of  American  Indian  mascots,  "In  Whose  Honor?",  was  shown  in  part  to  help 
influence  the  board  to  make  that  decision. 

For  anyone  interested  in  the  mascot  issue,  "In  Whose  Honor?"  will  be 
airing  nationally  on  the  PBS  series  P.O.V.  on  Tuesday,  Duly  15th  (local 
dates  and  times  may  vary-please  call  your  local  station).  Please  pass 
that  information  on  to  anyone  you  may  know  who  might  be  interested.  If 
anyone  has  any  media  contacts,  or  ideas  to  help  publicize  this  program, 
please  contact  me  via  email. 

Sincerely, 

Day  Rosenstein 

Producer,  "In  Whose  Honor?" 

jayr@ncsa .uiuc.edu 

http: //fantasia .ncsa.uiuc. edu/~j ay r /honor . html 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Fri,  20  Dun  1997  21:39:32  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  8 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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VOL.  XII.  FRIDAY,  Dune  25,  1897  NUMBER  37 


WHO  CALLS? 


"Progress"  contains  a most  excellent  address  to  the  graduates  of  the 
Indian  Industrial  School,  at  Regina,  North  West  territory,  by  Professor 
Baird.  We  re-print  a part  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  our  graduates  as 
well  as  for  all  of  the  readers  of  the  HELPER: 

There  lies  a river  not  many  miles  to  the  north  of  us  here  which  I 

suppose  most  of  you  have  seen  and  on  the  banks  of  which  I suppose 

perhaps  some  of  you  were  born  - a river  called  by  a pretty  French  name, 

the  qu'Appelle. 

Qu'Appelle. 

It  is  a name  which  in  English  means  "Who  Calls?" 

This  River  is  a remarkable  one  and  its  valley  makes  a deep  impression 
on  everyone  who  has  travelled  along  it,  and  indeed  on  everyone  who  has 
even  seen  it  at  all. 

The  deep  cleft  which  it  makes  through  the  prairie,  the  winding  stream, 
the  peculiar  shaped  hills  which  border  the  valley  - bare  on  the  north 
side  of  the  stream  and  covered  with  wood  on  the  south  side  - all  this 
makes  an  impression  on  the  beholder  which  can  never  be  forgotten. 

"Who  calls?"  it  says. 

And  you  know  there  is  a strange  and  weird  legend  told  of  the  way  in 
which  the  River  got  its  name. 

It  is  a story  how  an  Indian  in  the  valley  heard  voices  in  the  air  - 
strange  voices  that  led  him  on,  and  on. 

There  is  a lesson  in  this  for  every  one  of  us. 

Whether  we  live  on  the  banks  of  the  River  or  not,  the  air  is  for  us 
full  of  voices;  and  what  I want  to  try  to  do  for  you  today  is  to  help 
you  to  distinguish  some  of  those  voices  so  that  you  may  hear  them  more 
clearly  and  be  ready  to  obey  them  more  heartily. 

Who  is  it  that  is  calling  you?  Listen  to  the  voices  and  if  you  listen 
attentively  you  will  hear  at  least  these  three:  — 

Your  country  is  calling  you. 

Your  people  are  calling  you. 

God  is  calling  you. 

YOUR  COUNTRY  IS  CALLING. 

It  is  surely  very  plain  that  your  country  is  calling  you. 

The  Government  has  watched  over  you  and  done  what  it  can  to  take  care 
of  you  all  your  lives  long. 

It  has  made  mistakes  no  doubt  sometimes,  but  honestly  and  faithfully 
it  has  tried  to  do  its  duty  in  the  way  of  giving  you  an  education. 

The  building  in  which  we  are  met  here  today,  the  staff  of  this  school 
and  all  its  appliances  show  how  really  the  Government  is  interested  in 
your  welfare. 

And  now  it  is  calling  you  to  leave  behind  everything  that  is  mean  and 
base  and  ignorant  and  become  citizens  with  a lofty  ideal  before  you. 

Your  country  invites  you  to  share  with  all  its  other  citizens  the 
responsibility  which  belongs  to  those  who  live  in  this  land. 

I do  not  speak  to  you  as  Indians:  I speak  to  you  young  men  and  young 
women  who  are  leaving  a high  school  or  a college  and  going  out  into  the 
world  to  take  up  responsibilities  and  to  make  a living  for  themselves. 

Your  country  is  calling  you  to  live  worthily,  so  that  you  may  serve 
her  and  be  better  able  to  advance  her  interests  as  one  of  the  nations  of 
the  world. 

YOUR  PEOPLE  ARE  CALLING  YOU. 

This  is  a cry  that  you  have  heard  already,  I am  sure,  and  that  you 
will  many  a time  hear  again. 

I am  glad  to  think  that  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  some  of  you  are 
Christians;  but  in  some  cases  very  likely  this  is  not  so,  and  out  of  the 
dim  light  and  imperfect  knowledge  which  they  have,  they  are  asking  you 
to  help  them  so  they  may  see  more  clearly  the  Light  which  is  life. 

They  tell  you  again  and  again  that  you  have  had  opportunities  and 
advantages  far  greater  then  fell  to  their  lot,  and  they  urge  you  to  do 
what  lies  in  your  power  to  better  and  brighten  the  lives  of  your  own 
people. 

A great  sadness  has  come  upon  many  of  the  older  men  and  women  of  your 
people. 

Their  habits  of  life  and  their  way  of  earning  a livelihood  have  changed 


greatly  since  the  white  man  came  among  them,  and  in  many  cases  they  do 
not  understand  why  it  should  be  so. 

Let  it  be  your  part  to  show  that  you  can  adapt  yourselves  to  this  new 
mode  of  living. 

The  future  of  the  Indian  race  in  our  land  depends  very  greatly  upon 
young  men  and  women  like  you. 

If  you  prove  worthy,  the  way  will  be  opened  for  other  of  your  people 
and  great  comfort  and  peace  and  usefulness  will  be  theirs  because  you 
will  have  shown  them  the  way  in  which  they  can  make  the  most  of  their 
lives . 

GOD  CALLS  YOU. 

He  speaks  to  you  with  a still,  small  voice;  but  it  is  a voice  to  which 
you  must  not  fail  to  give  heed. 

It  is  the  voice  of  conscience  within  you. 

Through  that,  God  speaks  to  you  and  invites  you  to  spend  your  life  in 
the  way  in  which  it  will  do  the  most  good. 


The  Cherokee  Training  School,  Cherokee,  N.  C.,  held  Commencement 
Exercises  on  the  16th,  to  which  we  were  invited. 

The  Potawatomie  Indian  Boarding  School,  Hoyt,  Kansas,  has  very  neatly 
printed  invitations  out  for  the  Third  Annual  Exhibition  to  their  school, 
held  the  18th. 

Haskell  Institute,  Lawrence,  Kansas,  invitations  for  Commencement  and 
Graduating  Exercises  for  the  23rd,  have  come  to  hand.  They  graduate  from 
the  Senior  Commercial  Class;  Senior  Normal  Class  and  Ninth  Grade  of 
Grammar  School. 

Invitations  to  the  Graduating  Exercises  of  the  Indian  Industrial 
School  at  Genoa,  Nebraska,  for  Dune  22,  were  received,  and  the  program 
accompanying  the  Invitation  makes  us  want  to  attend,  but  distance  and 
official  business  prevent.  It  is  Genoa's  first  graduating  class. 

Neatly  printed  invitations  to  and  programs  of  the  closing  exercises  of 
the  Albuquerque  Indian  Industrial  School  for  the  22nd  have  been 
received.  We  notice  that  Annie  Lockwood  is  to  have  an  essay  on  "Value 
of  education"  and  Stiya  Kowacura  is  to  play  the  piano  for  the  occasion. 

A large  hay-wagon,  in  the  bottom  of  which  were  some  stray  straws, 
serving  as  seats  for  Miss  Richenda  Pratt,  Miss  Irene  Daniel,  Miss 
Nickerson  and  others  with  Chaperon  Mrs.  Sawyer,  drove  out  at  the 
guard-house  gate  last  Tuesday  evening,  on  the  start  for  Holly.  They 
formed  but  the  beginning  of  a load  of  young  people  from  town.  Mr. 

George  Foulke  had  hold  of  the  reins  as  the  four  prancing  livery  horses 
danced  to  the  tune  of  tooting  horns.  It  is  best  not  to  know  the  hour  of 
return,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  young  people  had  a good  time  even 
though  the  straws  were  scarce. 

The  school  was  greatly  favored  on  Tuesday  evening  with  an  address  from 
Dr.  losiah  Strong,  of  literary  fame.  He  had  come  to  give  us  a talk, 
which  he  kindly  consented  to  do.  He  spoke  specially  to  the  Indian  boys 
and  girls.  He  did  not  speak  to  them  as  Indians,  but  as  young  people 
struggling  for  advancement.  "It  is  good  for  a man  to  bear  the  yoke  of 
his  youth,"  was  the  foundation  stone  of  his  talk.  The  school  had  sung 
in  a very  spirited  manner,  "My  country  'tis  of  thee,"  and  Dr.  Strong 
felt  the  spirit  of  the  song  as  he  had  never  done  before.  No  people  in 
the  world  had  a better  right  to  sing  "My  country,"  in  all  its  meaning 
than  had  the  Indians  of  the  United  States  in  singing  of  this  their 
native  land. 

He  referred  to  the  blessing  of  his  work  in  a way  that  was  forceful, 
and  held  his  audience  bound  in  attention.  He  had  written  to  a hundred 
prominent  men  at  one  time,  asking  them  of  their  boyhood  days,  and  all 
but  two  or  three  had  answered  that  they  had  risen  to  prominence  through 
hard  work.  They  were  poor,  as  boys,  and  had  to  struggle  to  get  through 
school  and  college.  His  illustrations  of  self-mastery,  and  the 
importance  of  governing  oneself  will  be  remembered. 

We  gain  strength  by  overcoming  resistance.  Take  a person  from  a poor 
environment  and  put  him  in  a good  environment  and  it  is  a great 
blessing.  These  Indian  boys  and  girls  were  specially  blessed  having 


been  transplanted  from  their  home  surroundings  to  a new  and  better 
environment,  he  said. 


We  used  often  to  see  Indian  boys  working  here-a-bouts  in  good  clothing 
and  in  their  white  shirts.  It  really  required  a great  deal  of  talk, 
much  tact  and  some  punishment  to  lead  them  to  see  that  best  suits  and 
white  shirts  did  not  look  well  on  boys  at  work,  but  now-a-days  we  see 
little  of  such  foolishness.  We  work  when  we  work,  and  wear  work 
clothing;  we  play  when  we  play  and  wear  play  clothing;  we  rest  when  we 
rest  on  Sundays  and  holidays  and  wear  clothing  that  goes  with  such 
occupation,  and  thus  keep  the  respect  of  our  friends  who  are  thrifty  and 
wise.  But  once  in  awhile,  even  yet,  some  dude  of  a fellow  has  to  be 
reminded  to  change  his  clothing. 

Those  who  went  yesterday  to  the  Northfield  Summer  School  for  Bible 
Study,  as  delegates  from  our  school  Y.M.C.A.  are  Professor  Bakeless, 
Thomas  Marshall,  Doseph  Blackbear,  Frank  Cayou,  Dacob  Damison,  Louis 
McDonald,  Edward  Peterson,  Leander  Gansworth,  Ralph  Taylor,  and  Vincent 
Nahtailsh.  They  have  taken  a tent,  and  who  says  they  will  not  have  a 
delightful  as  well  as  profitable  time? 

Our  summer  school  of  printing  has  advantages  that  we  cannot  give  in 
winter.  The  workers  are  mostly  all  day,  and  each  man  can  remain  at  a 
special  piece  of  work  till  the  job  is  completed,  and  there  is  more 
opportunity  in  summer  for  individual  instruction. 

Wedding  announcements  are  out  for  the  marriage  of  Reuben  Wolfe,  class 
'92,  and  Rose  May  Corden,  on  Dune  30,  at  the  Genoa  Indian  School, 
Nebraska.  The  happy  couple  has  the  best  wishes  of  friends  at  Carlisle. 

Have  you  heard  Miss  Keto  Sing? 

Vacation . 

Cantaloupes? 

Stuart  Hazlett  has  joined  the  typo-brigade. 

We  hope  all  will  read  Prof.  Baird's  address  on  the  first  page. 

537  of  our  students  are  now  out  on  farms;  225  at  the  school. 

The  best  wheeling  is  on  the  slate  road  across  the  Conodoguinet . 

The  school-rooms  are  undergoing  their  vacation  calsomining  and 
cleaning. 

Some  of  the  roofs  of  the  buildings  which  badly  needed  paint  are 
getting  it. 

There  is  no  trouble  in  getting  volunteers  to  go  to  the  lower  farm  to 
pick  cherries. 

Doseph  Adams  is  rusticating  at  Hotel  de  Howe  in  the  South  Mountain,  at 
Hunters'  Run. 

The  entire  lot  of  school  wagons  has  been  renovated  and  made  to  look 
"something-like"  again. 

The  country  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  Carlisle  are  abominable  for 
wheeling.  There  is  work  for  the  L.A.W.  in  this  section. 

How  do  the  Indian  girls  use  their  education  after  they  go  home?  Read 
"Stiya."  50  cents  post  paid;  address  HELPER. 

Dulia  Williams,  class  '97,  who  has  since  graduation  been  teaching  at 
our  school,  left  for  her  home  in  Michigan  last  week. 

The  bakery  keeps  up  to  time.  Never  has  better  bread  or  gingerbread 
been  turned  out,  than  since  Taylor  Smith  took  the  management. 

Art  teacher  Miss  Forster  spends  a part  of  her  vacation  hours  in 
sketching  scenes  in  the  meadow,  bringing  out  very  pleasing  results  in 
light  and  shade. 

Delia  Randall  is  here.  She  has  finished  her  course  at  the  New  Haven 
School  of  Nursing,  but  expects  to  return  to  that  city  to  do  private 
nursing.  Delia  has  made  a success  at  her  work  thus  far.  She  looks 
better  than  we  ever  saw  her,  and  there  is  a purpose  stamped  in  her  every 
move  which  bespeaks  further  success. 

According  to  science  the  growing  boy  or  girl  who  will  not  sit  erect 
and  stand  erect  will  very  likely  die  of  consumption  before  he  or  she  is 
thirty. 

We  hear  casually  that  Dr.  Daniel  likes  his  new  field  of  labor  in 
Montana,  and  that  he  is  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School,  at  the 
Blackfeet  Agency. 


The  mowing  of  oun  large  lawn  by  mower  is  not  half  so  tedious  or 
tiresome  as  to  go  around  the  paths  with  hand  shears  and  cut  the  grass 
which  the  mower  does  not  reach.  Yet  the  service  is  performed  by  willing 
boys,  and  the  lawn  and  walks  look  the  better. 

Three  blades  of  grass  were  growing  fine,  in  field  twice  eight  by  ten, 
but  those  three  blades  were  in  decline  while  tramped  by  feet  of  men;  so 
little  fence  with  corners  square  and  lumber  from  the  mill,  was  built 
around  the  grass  with  care;  now  sheltered  by  a hill. 

Alex  Upshaw,  '97,  who  has  been  attending  school  at  Bloomsburg,  ran  in 
upon  us,  last  Tuesday.  He  is  going  to  Northfield  as  a delegate  from  the 
Bloomsburg  Y.M.C.A.  Alex  is  looking  remarkably  well,  and  says  he  has  to 
study  "hard  enough",  to  keep  up  with  his  classes. 

Bandmaster  Dennison  Wheelock,  wife,  and  baby  Edmund  arrived  Wednesday 
from  Wisconsin,  it  being  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Wheelock' s leave  of 
absence.  We  have  not  seen  Edmund,  but  have  heard  his  musical  voice  at  a 
distance  and  judge  that  Wisconsin  is  a good  place  to  develop  lung 
capacity. 

Joseph  Blackbear  is  spending  a happy  and  well-earned  vacation  in  New 
York.  He  visited  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gallop  in  Jersey  City,  went  thence  to 
Albany  and  to  West  Point.  His  day  trip  down  the  Hudson  he  turned  into  a 
profitable  history  lesson.  From  New  York  he  went  with  the  party  to 
Northfield,  to  Mr.  Moody's  Summer  School  for  Bible  Study. 

Which  one  of  the  little  orderly  boys  is  careless  and  lazy  about  his 
hat?  No,  sir,  not  Healey;  but,  b--,b--;  Well,  we  will  not  say,  now.  We 
will  wait  a little  longer.  He  stops,  too,  when  sent  on  an  errand.  The 
other  little  boys  are  real  little  business  men.  You  never  see  them 
stopping  to  talk  or  to  look  at  things,  but  they  go  STRAIGHT  to  the  place 
they  are  sent  and  hurry  right  back.  THEY  show  the  beginnings  of 
successful  business  men.  The  little  lazy  boy  will  never  be  a successful 
business  man,  unless  he  changes  his  ways. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  8 letters. 

My  4,  6,  7,  2 is  the  round  top  of  a building. 

My  5,  8,  3 is  a large  body  of  water. 

My  1,  6,  5,  8 is  a beautiful  flower. 

If  we  do  not  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8 during  the  summer  vacation  we  shall 
find  in  the  fall  that  we  have  rusted,  mentally. 


Answer  to  last  week's  ENIGMA:  Carlisle  Indians. 


Submitted  by  Barbara  Landis 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Council 
Sub,  To:  Listserv@Maelstrom.stjohns.edu,  Body:  subscribe  NAT-FILM  full  name 
Native  Language  Animation  Group, To:NAT-IMATION-request@maelstrom. stjohns.edu 
NAT -SCRIPT (Languages) To: Li stserv@Mael strom . st johns . edu.  Body : info  nat- script 
All  content  on  Nat-Film  lists  are  "c"  copyright  original  authors/senders. 

- "RE:  Poem:  Can  You  Hear  Us"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Apr  1997  06:29:45  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : *Can  You  Hear  Us?* 

UUCP  email 

*Can  You  Hear  Us?* 

Look  at  the  mountains! 

Look  at  the  hills  and  valleys! 

Look  at  the  rivers  and  streams! 

Look  at  the  plants  and  trees! 

Look  at  the  land! 

The  Traditional  Territory 


Of  the  Indian. 

Clear-cut,  polluted  and  destroyed. 

In  a manner  of  greed. 

I ask,  "What  do  you  see?" 

Are  you  blind  or  have  you  no  heart? 

Mr.  President, 

Can  you  hear  us? 

Look  at  the  Four-legged-ones ! 

Look  at  the  winged-ones! 

Look  at  the  aquatic  life! 

Look  at  the  insects! 

The  Traditional  Territory 
Of  the  Indian, 

Home  of  the  wildlife. 

Destroyed  in  a manner  of  greed. 

I ask,  "What  do  you  see?" 

Are  you  blind  or  have  you  no  heart? 

Mr.  President, 

Can  you  hear  us? 

For  505  years. 

Look  at  what  you  have  accomplished? 

Total  destruction 

Of  the  land,  water  and  air. 

All  destroyed  by  a government. 

All  destroyed  by  corporate  America. 
Destroyed  by  a people. 

In  a manner  of  greed. 

Look  what  you  have  done. 

To  the  Traditional  lands  of  the 
Native  American  Indian. 

Look  what  you  have  done. 

To  the  many  homes  of  the  wildlife. 

What  does  it  take. 

For  you  to  hear  us  Mr.  President? 

Do  you  have  no  concern  for  the  environment? 
Do  you  have  no  heart  for  life? 

Can  you  hear  us  Mr.  President? 

Help  save  the  environment! 

Help  preserve  and  protect 
The  Traditional  Territory 
Of  the  Native  American  Indian, 

It  is  their  culture. 

It  is  their  Belief. 

It  is  one  of  America's  most 
Unique  Heritages.... 

By 


= Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra.net 
= Elko  Indian  Colony 

= Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society  = 
= 1581  Pinenut  Circle,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 
= Phone:  (702)  738-4147  Fax:  (702)  738-7070 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

Date:  Sat,  14  Dun  97  23:53:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


UUCP  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Dune  29-Duly  5 


IUNE 

(Dune) 

(Kaaona) 

29 

The  mountains  stand  like  sentinels  above  my  valley. 

30 

All  space  and  time  live  within  me. 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

Duly  was  the  month  in  which  the  ohia  fruit  began  to  ripen. 

1 

I am  the  moon's  child,  born  of  starlight  and  dewfall. 

2 

The  beauty  of  the  wilderness  renews  my  spirit. 

3 

We  were  all  born  in  the  stars. 

4 

Rejoice  with  the  storms  of  the  earthj  shout  joy  with  the  voice  of  the 
thunders ! 

5 

The  wonder  of  childhood  is  preserved  within. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Dune  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  19  Dun  1997  15:29:14  GMT 
From:  mtn@igc.apc.org  (MTN) 

Sub j : Dune  28  Chicago  Rally  against  Exxon  mine 
For  immediate  release 

Contact:  Debi  McNutt  (Madison)  608-246-2256 

Kenneth  Fish  (Keshena)  715-799-5620 

Carrie  Benscheawall  (Chicago)  312-563-6060  x.  204 

DUNE  28  CHICAGO  RALLY  AGAINST  PROPOSED  EXXON  MINE  IN  WISCONSIN 

On  Saturday,  Dune  28,  at  11  am,  the  Wolf  Watershed  Educational  Project 
will  sponsor  a rally  against  Exxon's  proposed  Crandon  mine  at  the 
Wisconsin  Travel  Information  Center  at  342  North  Michigan  Avenue  (corner 
of  Wacker)  in  downtown  Chicago,  south  of  the  Chicago  River  bridge.  The 
rally  supports  the  efforts  of  Northern  Wisconsin  citizens  to  stop  Exxon's 
proposed  Crandon  zinc-copper  sulfide  mine,  at  the  headwaters  of  the  Wolf 
River,  about  100  miles  northwest  of  Green  Bay. 

"Many  Chicagoland  people  love  to  escape  to  the  clean  environment  of 
Northern  Wisconsin,  including  the  pristine  Wolf  River.  They  want  to 
support  people  in  Wisconsin  who  are  fighting  to  protect  the  Wolf  River  and 
its  tourism-  based  economy  from  Exxon's  proposed  mine  and  toxic  waste 
dump,"  said  Bill  Ahrens  of  Pearson,  representing  the  Wolf  Watershed 
Educational  Project. 

"There  are  8 to  12  possible  mine  sites  in  Northern  Wisconsin,  which 
together  would  form  a new  mining  district,"  added  Debi  McNutt  of  Madison, 


representing  the  Midwest  Treaty  Network,  "We  know  that  if  this  happens, 
many  tourists  would  prefer  to  go  elsewhere  for  their  recreation." 

Kenneth  Fish,  director  of  the  Menominee  Treaty  Rights  and  Mining  Impacts 
Office  in  Keshena,  will  speak  at  the  rally  on  the  mine  as  an  issue  of 
environmental  racism,  including  impacts  on  the  Wolf  River  (which  runs 
through  his  reservation).  Native  American  sacred  sites  and  wild  rice 
beds.  Ahrens  and  McNutt  will  speak  about  the  environmental  and  economic 
impacts  of  the  proposed  mine.  They  will  bring  water  from  the  Wolf  River 
to  symbolically  pour  into  the  Chicago  River.  They  will  be  joined  by 
representatives  from  the  Chicago  Whitewater  Association  and  Chicago 
Greenpeace. 

Mine  opponents  fear  that  sulfide  mining  will  leak  sulfuric  acid  into  the 
Wolf  River,  which  is  a state  Outstanding  Resource  Water  and  in  one  stretch 
is  a National  Wild  and  Scenic  River.  Fishermen,  canoeists,  kayakers,  and 
cottage  vacationers  enjoy  the  Wolf  River  for  its  pristine  qualities,  and 
fear  the  mine  will  drain  away  groundwater  from  the  riverway.  The  Crandon 
proposal  led  the  national  American  Rivers  group  to  recently  name  the  Wolf 
as  North  America's  fifth  most  endangered  river.  This  Spring,  the  Wisconsin 
State  Senate  passed  a moratorium  on  sulfide  mining,  which  is  now  being 
considered  by  the  Assembly,  and  citizens  of  a township  covering  part  of 
the  mine  site  voted  out  a town  board  that  had  signed  a mine  agreement  with 
Exxon.  The  Crandon  mine  is  considered  the  number  one  state  environmental 
issue . 

The  Wolf  Watershed  Educational  Project  (WWEP)  was  initiated  by  the 
Midwest  Treaty  Network  two  years  ago,  to  educate  citizens  along  the 
Wolf-Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers  on  the  threat  of  sulfide  mining  to  the 
environment  and  tourism  economy.  The  WWEP  has  helped  together  Native 
Americans  and  sportfishing  groups,  who  previously  had  been  at  odds  on 
treaty-backed  fishing  rights,  but  now  are  uniting  to  protect  the 
fishery.  Last  year,  it  held  an  Upriver  Speaking  Tour  that  drew  1,100 
people  in  22  towns  along  the  two  rivers,  and  1,000  people  to  a rally  in 
Rhinelander,  where  Exxon's  Crandon  Mining  Company  is  located,  and  where 
the  firm  plans  to  dump  its  liquid  mine  wastes  into  the  Wisconsin 
River.  In  response  to  the  campaign,  the  company  ran  a series  of 
newspaper,  radio  and  television  ads  throughout  the  state.  WWEP 
representatives  have  recently  spoken  to  groups  of  Illinois  tourists 
along  the  Wolf  River.  They  urged  tourists  to  write  or  call  Secretary 
Moose  Speros,  Wisconsin  Department  of  Tourism,  P.0.  Box  7976,  Madison 
WI  53707,  (608)  266-2345,  to  ask  him  to  use  his  influence  to  protect 
the  environment  and  tourism  economy  from  sulfide  mining.  More 
information  about  the  WWEP  and  the  proposed  Crandon  mine  can  be  found 
at  on  the  Midwest  Treaty  Network  web  site  at  http://www.alphacdc. 
com/treaty/wwep. html  or  on  the  toll-free  Hotline  at  1-800-445-8615.  For 
bumper  stickers,  call  toll-free  1-888-SULFIDE.  Tax-deductible 
contributions  can  be  made  to  Wolf  Watershed  Educational  Project,  c/o 
Midwest  Treaty  Network.  731  State  St.,  Madison  WI  53703  (checks  to 
MTN/PC  Foundation). 


Date:  Fri,  20  Dun  1997  06:52:59  -0600 

From:  Ime  Salazar  <salazari@stripe. Colorado. edu> 

Sub j : Cycle  II  of  the  AISES  American  Indian  Art  Auction 
Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  (aisesnet@victor.umt.edu) 

CYCLE  II  OF  THE  AISES  Internet  American  Indian  Art  Auction 
Bidding  will  begin  on  Dune  20  and  go  through  August  15,  1997!!!! 
http : //www. Colorado. edu/AISES/auct ion 
ATTENTION  FRIENDS  AND  MEMBERS  of  AISES,  COLLECTORS,  CULTURAL 
ENTHUSIASTS -MUSEUMS,  PHILANTHROPISTS,  DECORATORS,  ENVIRONMENTALISTS, 
HEALTH  ADVOCATES,  FASHION  ENTHUSIASTS,  BUYERS,  BROWSERS,  INDIAN  ARTISTS 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
BOULDER,  COLORADO: 

Beginning  on  Friday  Dune  20,  1997,  Cycle  II  of  the  AISES  American 
Indian  Art  Auction  will  be  open  for  bidding! ! This  exciting  auction 
will  support  American  Indian  communities  through  art.  AISES  is  proud 
to  host  the  second  cycle  of  our  American  Indian  Art  Auction  on  the 


internet.  This  project  will  support  education,  training  and  curriculum 
development  for  Indian  communities  on  prevention  and  awareness  of 
diabetes.  We  hope  to  help  stamp  out  this  epidemic  that  is  attacking 
our  friends  and  families  and  devastating  our  communities.  Profits  from 
this  auction  will  be  used  in  an  on-going  effort  to  provide  support  for 
this  diabetes  education  and  opportunities  >for  both  Indian  students  and 
Indian  communities.  Only  American  Indian  artists  will  be  featured 
including  several  with  national  reputation  such  as  Rabbit  Knows  Gun, 

(Crow),  Raymond  Nordwall,  (Pawnee,  Cherokee,  Ojibwa),  Cheryl  Davis 
(Chocktaw,  Delaware  and  Cherokee)  Sam  English  (Turtle  Mountain 
Chippewa).  We  are  counting  on  people  who  support  Indian  education, 

Indian  communities,  and  the  AISES  mission  to  join  us  and  participate  in 
this  new  fundraising  effort.  Tell  your  colleagues,  friends,  family  and 
others  and  help  us  spread  the  word.  Tell  Indian  artists  and  art 
collectors  you  know  to  participate  in  this  type  of  auction  on  the 
Internet  too.  If  you  wish  to  make  a donation  or  know  of  someone  who 
would  be  interested  in  donating  their  artwork  please  write,  call  or 
e-mail  me.  I will  be  happy  to  send  them  information  on  AISES  and  the 
internet  auction.  Interested  individuals  may  contact  Ime  Salazar,  AISES 
Indian  Art  Auction,  5661  Airport  Blvd.,  Boulder,  Colorado,  80301-2339, 

(303)  939-0023  ext.  25  or  e-mail  to  salazari@stripe.colordo.edu  The 
art  auction,  can  be  seen  at  http://www.colorado.edu/AISES/auction. 

(View  over  50  pieces  of  art.  Various  items  of  jewelry,  framed  fine  art, 
traditional  rugs  and  weavings,  pottery  and  cultural  art).  We  need  you. 

This  is  a unique  opportunity,  and  a rare  privilege,  to  give  to  a cause 
that  will  benefit  many  Indian  students,  professionals  and  communities. 

Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  learn  about  our  American  Indian  Art 
Auction  and  for  showing  your  support  and  interest.  #######  The  American 
Indian  Science  and  Engineering  Society,  AISES,  is  a non-profit  organization. 


Date:  19  Dun  1997  08:15:18  -0400 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Sub j : event  listings 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

These  new  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the 
Native  Events  Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


11th  Annual  Seminole  Indian  & Florida  Pioneer  Festival 
10/12/1997 

State:  FL  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

A celebration  of  Florida's  Native  American  and  pioneer  cultural 
heritage,  it  blends  Indian  and  folk  entertainment,  a craft  show,  and  a 
food  festival.  It  typically  includes  airboat  rides,  "cracker"  cattle 
whip  demonstrations,  and  wildlife  exhibits.  It  is  held  October  11-12, 
1997  at  Brevard  Community  College  in  Cocoa,  FL.  Admission  is  free. 


Silver  Lake  Traditional  Powwow 
8/24/1997 

State:  ON  Country:  Canada 
Type:  Powwow 

A Gathering  of  Nations.  Calling  all  drummers  and  dancers.  Grand  Entry 
noon,  August,  23rd  and  24th.  Location  is  east  of  Sharbot  Lake  on  Hwy.#7. 
For  more  information  call:  (613)  279-2927  or  613-375-6356. 


Honor  Our  Children 
6/29/1997 

State:  MI  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 


Pow  wow  date  is  Dune  28  thru  Dune  29 
Dennis  Banks  is  MC  for  this  event 


If  you  need  information  you  can  contact  Vicki  at  1-313-487-8678 
Grand  Entry  is  at  12:00  noon  both  days 


Metis  Nation  of  Ontario  General  Assembly 
7/20/1997 

State:  ON  Country:  Canada  Type:  Other 

Duly  17-20  at  River  Valley, Ontario,  near  North  Bay. 

Business  incl.  Metis  registry,  rules  of  order,  scholarships. 

Camping  for  the  family  beside  the  Temagami  River. 

Come  share  in  Metis  culture!  To  book  your  campsite  and  for  more 
information  please  call  the  Metis  Nation  of  Ontario  (1-800-263-4889) 
or  the  North  Bay  Metis  Council  (1-705-474-9840). 


Date:  Sat,  21  Dun  1997  18:31:47  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Glenn  Gehring  cgehring. l@postbox.acs.ohio-state.edu> 

Sub  j : Cherokee  Courthouse  raided!! 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Cherokee  Nation's  Courthouse  was  raided  Friday  (6/20/97)  at  about  4 
a.m.  Witnesses  said  BIA  police  and  local  police  assisted  Byrd's  GOONS 
in  the  armed  assault.  None  of  the  police  forces  (or  the  GOONS)  had  a 
court  order  authorizing  the  action.  No-one  was  shot.  Several  Cherokee 
people  rallied  outside  the  courthouse  shortly  after  the  raid.  Some 
crossed  the  police  line  demanding  to  see  a court  order.  Chad  Smith,  a 
candidate  for  Principal  Chief  in  the  last  election,  and  a Cherokee 
Constitutional  scholar,  was  with  them.  He  was  severely  manhandled  by 
several  of  Byrd's  GOONS  and  arrested.  He  posted  bail  and  is  now  free. 

Cherokee  people  are  organizing  at  a hog  fry  Sunday,  Dune  22,  in  the 
park  at  Pryor  Oklahoma.  It  starts  about  1 p.m.  The  following  was 
posted  on  the  Cherokee  webBBS:  Attorneys  interested  in  assisting  Chad 
Smith  and  the  Cherokee  people  are  encouraged  to  contact  the  Cherokee 
Press  Association  at  918-458-9322 

For  background  see: 

http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net /Cherokee/Observer . shtml 
http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net/upnews . shtml 

For  additional  detailed  info  on  the  raid,  look  near  the  bottom  of: 
http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net/Cherokee/ObserverWebBBS/index. cgi 
Glenn 


Date:  Thu,  19  Dun  1997  22:48:47  -0500 
From:  Poppa  K <Brian . R . Klopotek-l@tc . umn . edu> 

Sub j : community  hearings  on  higher  education 

Mailing  List:  Minnesota  Indian  Affairs  <MINN-IND@vml . spcs . umn . edu> 

On  Dune  25-26,  the  American  Indian  Urban  Higher  Education  Initiative 
will  host  2 public  hearings  on  urban  Indian  higher  education,  and  will 
also  host  a special  lunch  hearing  for  current  high  school  and  college 
students.  Here  are  the  specifics: 

=-=-=-=- =COMMUNITY  HEARINGS  ON  INDIAN  HIGHER  EDUCATION  =-=-=-=-= 
Questions  to  be  addressed:  - What  can  we  do  to  improve  the  higher 
education  system  for  urban  Indian  students?  - How  can  we  link  tribal 
colleges  and  mainstream  universities?  - How  can  we  improve  the  urban 
Indian  student  success  rate?  - What  are  the  unique  challenges  faced  by 
urban  Indian  students? 

Come  share  your  ideas,  enjoy  free  food,  and  find  out  about  fall 
classes  at  the  Twin  Cities  campuses  of  NAES  College,  Lac  Courte 
Oreilles  College,  and  Fond  du  Lac  College.  St.  Paul-  Wednesday,  Dune  25. 
5:00pm-7:00pm  Center  for  Lifelong  Learning  1030  University  Avenue  (1 
block  east  of  Lexington) 

Minneapolis-  Thursday,  Dune  26 
5:00pm-7:00pm 


American  Indian  OIC 
1845  East  Franklin 


Students  luncheon: 

Thursday  Dune  26 
12 :00pm- 2: 00  pm 
Migizi  Academy 
3123  East  Lake  Street 
Minneapolis 

For  more  information,  call  Margaret  at  813-1610 
-Brian  Klopotek 
klop0010(3tc . umn . edu 


From  our  personal  files: 


Oct  11-12 
Info: 


Ft.  Payne,  AL.  Veterans  Powwow.  Alabama  Vietnam  Moving  Wall 

displayed.  MC:  Gary  Smith.  Drum:  TBA 

205-492-5217 


From  the  Spike: 


Duly  4 Powwow  at  the  Ceremonial  Grounds,  Cherokee,  NC 

Info:  704-497-3028 

Duly  3-5  Kewanee,  IL.  Rainbow  Dancer  Powwow 
Info:  217-525-3698 

Duly  4-6  Yonkers,  NY  . Native  American  Warriors  Society,  Powwow 

on  the  Fludson. 

Info:  718-655-5560,  516-226-5306,  914-664-0974 

Duly  4-6  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  MI.  16th  Annual  Tribe  of  Chippewa  Indians 
Summer  Powwow  and  Spiritual  Conference.  Baweting  Homecoming. 
Info:  906-635-6050 


Duly  4-6  Oneida,  WI.  25th  Annual  Oneida  Powwow 
Info:  414-490-2052,  800-236-2214,  ex  4373 

Duly  4-6  Fultonville,  NY.  2nd  Annual  Lily  of  the  Mohawks  Powwow 
Info:  607-776-6776 


Duly  4-6  Mashpee,  MA.  Mashpee  Wampanoag  Powwow 

Info:  508-477-0208 


_The  Spike_  "The  Original  Newsletter  on  Native  East  Coast  Events 
Post  Office  Box  368,  Milltown,  ND  08850  908-656-0074 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Freedom  Heart  Rising,  Doe  Fromhold,  Ishgooda,  Martin  F.  Dunn,  Danet  Smith, 
Wanita  Sears  (forward  of  Mohawk  Nation  Council  Release),  Debra  F.  Sanders, 

An  eyewitness  account  by  Dim  Toren  Authorized  by  Dennis  Banks,  Will  Frye, 
Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Larry  Kibby,  Karen  Abbott, 
Peace  Brigades  International(USA) , Craig  Barbie  for  AISES,  Barbara  Landis, 
Loriene  Roy  via  Dohn  Berry,  Day  Rosenstein(Announcement),  Bruce  David  Olsen, 
Ria  Verjauw,  Scott  Tippetts,  Scott  Gettman 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


RE:  White  House  Phone  Blitz 


Date:  Mon,  23  Dun  1997  10:30:38  -0500 
From:  tippetts@mail.pire.org  (Scott  Tippetts) 

Sub j : Dune  26th  --  White  House  "Phone  Blitz" 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

DUNE  26th  --  BLITZ  THE  WHITE  HOUSE  FOR  PELTIER!! 

The  Baltimore  / Columbia  Maryland  LPSGs  remind  our  local 
chapter  members  & friends  of  our  activity  on  Thursday  Dune  26th. 

On  that  day,  we  urge  as  many  as  possible  to  call,  fax,  and  email 
the  White  House,  to  remind  President  Clinton  that  it  is  the  22nd 
anniversary  of  the  Oglala  tragedy. 

phone:  202-456-1111  (hit  '0'  to  avoid  the  survey) 

fax:  202-456-2461 

email:  president@whitehouse.gov 

SUGGESTIONS: 

Don't  just  be  a nameless  voice  --  tell  the  White  House  comment 
line  operator  your  name,  and  where  you  live  (city  & state).  If  you 
are  a registered  voter,  mention  that  too. 

Don't  be  rude  (the  operators  answer  phones,  not  make  policy 
decisions),  but  be  "courteously  firm". 

Because  President  Clinton  has  recently  convened  a special  task 
force  on  race  relations  & civil  rights,  and  is  currently  seeking 
ideas  for  actions  and  initiatives  he  can  take  in  this  area,  you 
might  use  this  as  a "tie-in",  i.e.,  suggest  that  if  he's  serious  about 
healing  the  historical  wounds  among  Native  Americans,  the  first 
step  is  to  approve  Peltier's  Clemency  application! 

Here's  his  chance  to  do  more  than  just  apologize  for  an  injustice 
--  he  can  actually  do  something  beyond  "pretty  words"  to  help 
heal  the  wounds! 

THURSDAY  DUNE  26th  --  DON'T  LET  CLINTON  FORGET. 

***  in  memory  of  Doe  Stuntz  *** 

NOTE: 

Please  rforward  this  notice  to  others  who  are  interested. 

"RE:  Native  American  Prisoners  Issues"  

Date:  Mon,  14  Apr  1997  13:15:31  +0200 
From:  rver jauw@dma . be  (Ria  Verjauw) 

Sub j : Native  American  prisoners  issues 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ This  is  another  in  a series  of  articles  that  have  been  in  the  NATIVE-L 
queue  for  over  a couple  of  months.  This  one  was  delayed  because  it 
required  extensive  reformatting.  When  sending  articles  to  NATIVE-L  and/ 
or  the  other  NativeNet  mailing  lists,  please  be  sure  that  lines  of  text 
are  no  longer  than  about  seventy  five  (75)  characters  each,  that  there 
are  no  characters  outside  the  7-bit  ASCII  character  set  (Microsoft  Word 
users  note  that  you  must  disable  "smart  quotes"  prior  to  preparing  text 
for  sending  via  electronic  mail),  and  that  the  text  of  the  article  is 
easily  readable  outside  of  a word  processor  if  you  have  used  one  to 
prepare  the  text  (be  sure  to  save  files  as  "plain  text  with  line  breaks" 
or  whatever  term  your  WP  software  uses  to  refer  to  non-WP  text  files. 
Thanks.  --Gary  (gst@gnosys . svle. ma . us)  ] 

hello, 

I'm  an  active  member  of  FOR  MOTHER  EARTH  BELGIUM,  please  is  it  possible 
to  put  the  following  message  and  letter  campaign  on  the  native  net? 


In  the  letter  campaign  we  don't  refer  to  the  Native  Prisoners  alone  because 
the  prisoners  asked  us  to  start  a letter  campaign  for  all  prisoners  and  that 
includes  of  course  also  the  Natives  who  certainly  suffer  the  most  under 
these  violations  (racism  for  instance). 

greetings 

Ria  FOR  MOTHER  EARTH  BELGIUM-  Indigenous  Working  Group  - sub-group  Native 
prisoners 

INDIGENOUS  WORKING  GROUP  "FOR  MOTHER  EARTH  BELGIUM" 

Sub-group  "NATIVE  AMERICAN  PRISONERS"  - Issue 

Our  goals  are:  to  obtain,  on  request  of  the  Native  American  Prisoners, 

- equal  justice  for  all  Native  American  prisoners  to  that  of  the  other 
population,  and  fair  trials,  as  well  as  equal  treatment  within  the 
correctional  system. 

- t 


From  gans@netcom.com  Sat  Dul  5 14:28:42  1997 
Date:  Tue,  1 Dul  1997  20:51:05  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.027 
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KANOHEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  Aunchemokauhettittea 

(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  NAT-WORK,  Triballaw,  AISESnet  & 
Native-L  lists;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  North  American  Spirit  Lodge 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"It  takes  you  your  lifetime.  First  of  all  you  have  to  learn  one  most 
important  thing  in  your  life,  that  is  to  be  able  to  relax  with  your 
life,  yourself.  Before  you  start  asking  your  spiritual  things  to  an 
elder...  if  you  don't  relax,  you  will  never  learn  anything.  That's 
what  I find  because  I used  to  go  out  and  visit  my  elders.  They  would 
tell  me  a story,  from  centuries  and  centuries  ago,  and  the  story  was 
passed  down  from  generation  to  generation.  And  in  between  the  story, 
they  would  pitch  in  their  spiritual  things,  so  I could  click  that 
spiritual  thing  in  my  mind  - what  does  that  object  mean  to  me?" 

"That's  how  you're  supposed  to  learn  about  your  spirituality,  by 
listening.  A good  listener  can  go  a heck  of  a long  ways.  But  if  you're 
trying  to  learn  it  fast,  it  will  never  work.  Because  you  will  be 
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confused,  because  you're  only  looking  at  today.  You  have  to  learn  it 
word  for  word  from  an  elder." 

_ Walter  Bonaise,  Cree  Singer  and  Elder  (In  an  interview  with  Mike 
Patterson,  _Aboriginal  Voices_  Vol.  1,  No.  4,  Fall  1994) 

Aboriginal  Voices,  37  Spadina  Road,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5R  2S9 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

There  are  continuing  encroachments  on  graves  of  our  Ancestors  and  lands 
of  our  Nations.  Sports  stadiums,  shopping  malls  and  strip  mines  are  held 
in  much  higher  regard  by  the  dominant  society  than  promises  on  paper. 

Maybe  an  even  more  dangerous  erosion  is  taking  place,  though;  and  it  is 
one  that  should  be  the  concern  of  every  single  person  of  Native  ancestry. 

We  are  losing  speakers  of  our  languages,  and  traditional  ways.  If  there 
are  no  languages  and  there  are  no  traditions,  what  is  left  to  define  a 
People?  Very  little  other  than  opinion,  and  a scan  of  the  radio  dial  is 
all  it  takes  to  discover  how  little  respect  opinion  is  worth. 

It  should  be  one  of  the  priorities  of  every  First  Nation  to  preserve  these 
languages.  Teaching  materials  should  be  readily  available  to  anyone 
wishing  to  learn  to  communicate  with  these  languages.  Only  when  this  is 
done  can  we  be  sure  the  languages  will  survive. 

The  traditions  and  ceremonies  are  being  held  in  trust  by  Elders.  Go  to 
one  today  and  listen,  and  learn  and  become  part  of  your  Nation's  knowledge 
base.  Don't  let  this  knowledge  die. 

Grandfather  Sydney  Keith  has  passed  over.  Another  of  our  Sacred  Elders 
gone. 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

7.12.1975  lames  Briggs  Yellow  - heart  attack  caused  by  FBI  air  assault 
on  his  home. 

No  investigation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATIVE-L  list 

- Leonard  Peltier  - Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Indian  Education  Policy  Statement  - Hydro-Quebec  Bulletin 

- Statement  From  AIM,  Arizona  - Lubicon  vs.  Daishowa 

- Dury  Tampering  in  Bear's  Case  - Big  Mountain  Arrests 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@iuno.com 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


- Leech  Lake  Alert 

- Supreme  Court  Refuses  Appeal 

- 500  Years  of  Canadian  Genocide 

- Attack  on  Seminole  Tribe 

- New  Moon  Prayer 

- Earth  First!  Rendezvous 

- SACNAS  Announcement 

- Tatanka  Oyate  Wellness  Celebration 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Tears  of  Life 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Dun  1997  12:46:38  -0700 
From:  miketben  <miketben@total . net> 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - LEONARD  PELTIER 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

Dune  26th  will  mark  the  22nd  anniversary  of  the  tragic  firefight  at 
Oglala.  On  this  day,  we  ask  that  all  those  who  lost  their  lives,  all  those 
who  grieved,  all  who  suffered  be  remembered  in  prayers. 

We  also  ask  that  this  day  be  used  to  BOMBARD  the  White  House  with  calls 
demanding  that  executive  clemency  be  granted  to  Leonard  Peltier. 

202-456-1111  (hit  0 to  avoid  the  survey) 

Also,  voice  your  support  for  oversight  hearings  into  the  case. 

We  will  once  again  travel  to  Washington,  DC  (October  21-22)  to  ensure 
that  Leonard  Peltier's  name  rings  through  the  halls  of  the  House  and  Senate. 
For  additional  information  call  us  at  913-842-5774  or  provide  a street 
address  and  state  that  you  need  information  on  the  upcoming  Lobby  Action. 

-  — "RE:  Indian  Education  Policy  Statement"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Dun  1997  15:38:21  -0500 

From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu 

Sub j : Indian  Education  Policy  Statement(FWD) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  National  Indian  Education  Association 

UUCP  email 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

Contact:  Dohn  Cheek,  703-838-2870 

Date:  Dune  25,  1997 

INDIAN  EDUCATION  POLICY  STATEMENT  GETS  BOOST  FROM  THE  WHITE  HOUSE  AND 
INDIAN  NATIONS 

Washington,  DC  - On  Dune  12,  the  Comprehensive  Federal  Indian  Education 
Policy  Statement  (CFIEPS)  received  additional  tribal  leader  support  at  the 
annual  mid-year  conference  of  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians 
(NCAI),  in  Duneau,  Alaska.  NCAI,  the  oldest  and  largest  national  Indian 
organization  in  America,  represents  over  200  Tribal  Nations  on  such 
diverse  issues  as  gaming,  taxation  and  education  among  others.  Members  of 
the  National  Indian  Education  Association  attending  the  conference 
introduced  a resolution  for  consideration  by  the  NCAI  membership  that 
would  further  demonstrate  tribal  commitment  to  the  CFIEPS  through  the 
implementation  of  a Presidential  Executive  Order.  The  resolution  (No. 
DNU-97-095)  passed  unanimously  and  follows  a previously  passed  resolution 
in  support  of  the  development  of  a comprehensive  federal  Indian  education 
policy  statement.  This  commitment  shows  the  broad  Indian  country  support 
by  tribal  leaders  who  rely  on  Indian  educators  to  provide  leadership  in 
the  educational  future  of  all  American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  people. 

Prior  to  the  NCAI  conference  the  CFIEPS  Advisory  Group  met  with  Mr. Mike 


- Big  Mountain  Eviction 

- PBI  Report  from  Big  Mountain 

- Innu  Seek  Injunction 


Cohen,  Education  Liaison  to  the  White  House.  The  Dune  5 meeting  with 
President  Clinton's  education  advisor  signaled  a major  turning  point  in 
moving  Indian  Education  policy  beyond  the  well-documented  report  and 
study  stage  to  the  implementation  stage.  Two  of  Mr.  Cohen's  concerns 
dealt  with  the  comprehensive  nature  of  the  CFIEPS  i.e.,  "how  would  it 
affect  the  Indian  student  in  the  classroom  if  everything  in  the  proposed 
policy  statement  were  implemented?"  and  "what  standards  would  the  CFIEPS 
promote  for  students?"  From  an  Indian  Country  perspective  the  CFIEPS 
would  formally  "institutionalize"  Indian  education  across  all  federal 
agencies  by  acknowledging  that  indeed  a federal  responsibility  for 
educating  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  exists  based  on  past  legal 
decisions.  The  bottom  line  of  the  policy  would  be  to  improve  education 
for  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  at  every  level.  When  implemented, 
each  federal  agency  would  have  the  opportunity  to  determine  how  best  to 
meet  the  intent  of  the  CFIEPS  Executive  Order  and  develop  appropriate 
measures.  Before  meeting  with  Mr.  Cohen,  the  CFIEPS  Advisory  Group  had 
presented  the  policy  statement  on  two  separate  occasions  (May  22  and  Dune 
4)  to  members  of  the  President's  Domestic  Policy  Council  (DPC),  Education 
Subgroup  of  the  Native  American  Working  Group.  The  document  was  well 
received  by  the  subgroup  who  agreed  that  there  is  a need  for  a statement 
on  Indian  Education.  Some  of  their  concerns  centered  on  implementation 
and  cost  issues  but  were  considered  items  that  could  be  dealt  with  later. 
Two  possible  options  were  discussed  in  carrying  out  the  CFIEPS  including  a 
Policy  Statement  and  Executive  Order,  both  of  which  are  issued  by  the 
President.  The  meeting  with  the  Education  Subgroup  confirmed  the  CFIEPS 
position  that  the  document  should  be  issued  as  an  Executive  Order  which 
carries  more  weight  statutorily  and  politically  and  does  not  cease  at  the 
end  of  a Presidential  term.  This  option  was  highly  preferred  since  Indian 
Education  issues  often  have  to  be  reintroduced  for  each  administration  and 
new  Congress  who  may  or  may  not  have  any  experience  in  dealing  with 
American  Indian  and  Alaska  Native  issues  including  education.  The  DPC 
subgroup  must  now  sell  the  proposal  to  the  overall  Domestic  Policy  Council 
who  will  require  that  the  CFIEPS  be  thoroughly  reviewed  requiring 
supporting  documentation  for  every  section. 

While  it  is  unlikely  that  every  part  of  the  CFIEPS  as  developed  and 
approved  by  Tribal  Nations  will  become  federal  Indian  education  policy, 
the  CFIEPS  Advisory  Group  is  hopeful  that  the  effort  invested  in  this 
historic  document  will  ultimately  pay  off  in  a renewed  focus  on  Indian 
education  concerns.  In  order  for  the  CFIEPS  to  move  quickly  through  the 
federal  process  and  be  endorsed  by  the  Administration,  it  needs  to  be 
packaged  in  such  a way  as  to  be  easily  promoted  and  politically 
advantageous.  One  solution  was  found  in  President  Clinton's  10-Point 
Call  to  Action  which  categorizes  and  prioritizes  the  Administration's 
education  initiatives.  By  tying  in  some  of  the  overarching  themes  of  the 
CFIEPS  with  the  Call  to  Action,  it  is  hoped  that  an  Executive  Order  from 
the  White  House  will  focus  much-needed  attention  on  the  compelling  needs 
in  Indian  education  and  its  importance  as  a foundation  to  the  well  being 
of  all  Indian  people.  It  should  be  noted  that  this  proposed  Executive 
Order  will  not  replace  the  policy  statement  but  will  instead  provide  a 
vehicle  to  enhance  and  direct  a comprehensive  approach  to  current  Indian 
education  concerns. 

The  proposed  education  statement  addresses  a challenge  presented  by  the 
White  House  following  the  historic  Tribal  Leaders  Meeting  in  April,  1994. 
The  request  for  Indian  Country  to  voice  Indian  Education  concerns  on  our 
own  terms  is  now  ready  for  federal  implementation.  All  that  is  remaining 
at  this  stage  is  for  Federal  policy  makers  and  the  White  House  to  fulfill 
a historic  agreement  that  encompasses  all  past  Indian  education  policies 
in  order  to  create  a firm  educational  foundation  for  the  21st  century. 

"RE : statement  From  AIM,  Arizona"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Dun  1997  14:51:19  -0400 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 

Sub j : Statement  From  AIM,  Arizona  (Please  put  out  over  available  lists) 


My  Friends, 

Please  post  this  statement  to  any  and  all  lists  to  which  you  may  belong,  any 
group  letters  that  may  be  sent  out  or  any  and  all  bulletin  boards  which  you 
may  frequent.  Your  assistance  is  appreciated. 

STATEMENT 

We  are  in  a most  crucial  time.  Indian  people  are  finding  themselves,  once 
again,  being  backed  against  the  wall  by  the  non-Indian  system  and  Indian 
people  alike.  The  division  is  running  rampant,  even  at  the  expense  of  family 
and  blood,  turning  traditional  against  traditional. 

Even  though  we  honor,  speak  for,  and  try  to  live  up  to  the  lives  of  the 
great  Captain  lack.  Sitting  Bull,  Chief  loseph,  Geronimo  and  others,  we  are, 
in  fact,  dishonoring  them  through  our  dissension  and  division.  As  time  goes 
by  the  works  and  sacrifices  of  these  great  leaders  slips  away. 

This  statement  is  in  the  interest  of  the  people. 

We  here,  at  AIM,  Arizona  Chapter,  feel  strongly  in  the  future  of  our 
generations.  We  support  and  will  stand  beside  those  what  will  leave  behind  a 
legacy  of  accomplishments  and  dedication  to  working  for  the  people  at  a grass 
roots  level. 

The  bureaucracy  of  beautifully  funded  programs  and  buildings  is  only  a 
band-aid  to  a much  bigger  wound. 

AIM,  Arizona  will  give  Indian  leadership  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

However,  if  we  come  to  realize  that  you  are  working  for  yourselves  and  not 
the  people,  or  that  you  are  aiding  any  other  group  that  would  work  to  destroy 
Indian  people,  you  will  not  have  an  ally  in  AIM,  Arizona.  (We  need  allies, 
not  enemies). 

We  consider  anyone  that  tries  to  discredit  or  cause  dissension  to  be  a 
sell-out  and  provocateur  and  we  will  look  upon  them  as  such.  We  will  not 
empower  these  sources. 

We  align  ourselves  with  those  whose  works  we  have  seen  first-hand.  Dennis 
Banks,  Clyde  Bellecourt,  Vernon  Bellecourt,  Mike  Haney,  Mary  lane  Wilson  and 
others  have  all  left  works  behind  that  will  continue  to  benefit  the  people. 

We  will  continue  to  support  and  align  ourselves  with  this  realm  of 
leadership;  but  will  not  align  ourselves  with  dissension. 

We  are  for  the  people.  Interpret  this  as  you  will. 

In  Struggle, 

Vernon  Foster 

Southwest  Regional  Director,  American  Indian  Movement 
Director,  AIM,  Arizona  Chapter 

"RE : lury  Tampering  in  Bear's  Case"  

Date:  Wed,  25  lun  1997  09:53:38  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Christina  Meckel  <lonewolf(3pacific . net> 

Sub j : lury  Tampering  in  Bear's  Case 

UUCP  email 
From:  ED  Denson 

Last  night's  news  carried  this  tidbit  from  the  Bear  Lincoln  trial.  A 
prospective  juror  was  sitting  outside  the  courtroom  waiting  to  be  called 
for  voir  dire.  A deputy  approached  him  and  said  that  Bear  had  confessed, 
and  that  the  juror  should  not  tell  anyone  that  the  deputy  had  informed 
him  of  this  confession.  I believe  the  alleged  confession  will  not  be  in 
evidence.  The  juror  mentioned  this  communication  to  the  judge  at  the  end 
of  voir  dire.  The  judge  called  the  deputy  in  & the  juror  said  "that's 
the  man."  The  deputy  "went  ash  grey"  at  that  moment,  according  to  the 
news.  We  assume  he  realized  that  he  was  being  charged  with  jury 
tampering.  We  don't  know  yet  if  he  had  spoken  to  other  prospective 
jurors,  and  of  course  this  incident  has  yet  to  be  proven  absolutely. 

We  await  events.  Both  the  defense  and  prosecution  agree  that  if  true 
these  charges  merit  a mistrial.  The  case  is  so  controversial  that  there 
may  no  longer  be  a jury  pool  in  the  county  large  enough  to  allow  a 
second  attempt  at  trial  in  this  venue. 

I'm  struck  by  the  casual  subversion  of  justice  here  by  one  sworn  to 


uphold  it.  Earlier  I became  aware  of  deputies  telling  prisoners  that  the 
prisoners  lawyer  was  no  good,  always  lost  his  cases,  etc,  when  this 
occurred  to  some  defendants  with  whom  I was  working.  On  a smaller  level 
we  have  reports  of  deputies  misleading  arrestees  about  when  and  on  what 
terms  they  could  expect  release,  bail  etc.  These  events  occurred  in  3 
different  North  Coast  jurisdictions. 

How  is  it  that  these  deputies  all  feel  free  to  lie  to  people  who  are 
under  their  control,  to  attempt  to  subvert  their  defense,  and  even  in 
the  extreme  of  Bear  Lincoln's  case,  to  tamper  with  the  jury?  Were  it  one 
deputy  I'd  be  willing  to  go  with  the  bad  apple  theory,  but  having  the 
phenomenon  so  widespread  makes  me  think  it  is  a systemic  problem. 

Now,  I caught  a good  deal  of  flak  on  this  list  for  my  earlier 
characterisation  of  police  behavior  in  the  Bear  Lincoln  case.  I 
mentioned  then  that  I felt  that  the  Mendocino  County  Police,  and  their 
associates  from  other  LE  agencies  in  the  investigation  of  this  case, 
were  behaving  improperly  and  that  their  behavior  subsequent  to  the  gun 
battle  convinced  me  that  of  the  two  survivors.  Bear  was  more  believable. 

The  jury  tampering  allegation,  which  seems  likely  to  be  borne  out,  adds 
more  weight  to  my  assumption  that  in  this  instance  Law  Enforcement  is 
willing  to  break  the  rules  to  protect  one  of  its  own. 

Ed  Denson 

Student  of  Law  and  Lover  of  Liberty 
http://www.asis.com/~edenson  for  Civil  Liberties 
http://www.asis.com/~edenson/edhome.html  for  my  home  page. 

Christina  Meckel 
Lonewolf 

lonewolf@pacif  ic . net 

FREE  THE  BEAR!!  Check  it  out! 

http: //www. dicks hovel . com/ bear a . html 

http: //www. cyborganic . com/people/ bear/ 

http://www.monitor.net/monitor 

Write  Bear  Lincoln 
951  Low  Gap  Road 
Ukiah,  CA  95482 

Get  On  The  Mailing  List  For  The  Lincoln  Peters  Defence  Alliance 
call  1-707-468-1660 

"RE : Leech  Lake  Alert"  

Date:  Fri,  27  Dun  1997  21:03:48  -0700 
From:  Deff  Armstrong  <Darm@paulbunyan . net> 

Sub j : human  rights  alert--leech  lake 

UUCP  email 

I am  sending  the  following  articles  around  everywhere  due  to  an 
increasingly  dire  human  rights  situation  here  in  northern  Minnesota  related 
to  the  assertion  of  immunity  from  state  regulatory  laws  on  "Indian  Country, 
and  of  course  treaty  rights  in  ceded  territories.  Outside  support  is  badly 
needed  to  pressure  Cass  County,  in  particular,  to  obey  the  laws  it  is 
attempting  to  shove  down  the  throats  of  the  Anishinabe  people  here.  Perhaps 
your  paper  would  be  interested  in  covering  this  issue? 

Thank  you,  Deff  Armstrong.  Darm@paulbunyan.net 

By  Deff  Armstrong 

Leech  Lake  opposition  candidate  Walter  (Frank)  Reese  was  arrested  and 
jailed  Dune  18  after  challenging  the  authority  of  Cass  County  Sheriff's 
Deputies  to  issue  Reese  a civil  summons  at  his  Onigum  home.  Reese,  who  has 
no  prior  criminal  record,  was  released  without  bail  after  24  hours  of 
confinement  at  the  county  jail  in  Walker,  Minnesota. 

The  summons  was  issued  at  the  behest  of  tribal  housing,  whose  civil 
claims  against  Reese  regarding  his  MCT  mortgage  have  been  dismissed  for 


lack  of  jurisdiction  in  state,  tribal  and,  most  recently,  federal  court. 
Reese  informed  county  deputy  Dan  Gardner  that  the  state  lacks  jurisdiction 
in  the  matter  and  is  alleged  to  have  damaged  a police  vehicle  in  the 
ensuing  argument. 

According  to  Reese,  a detachable  side  mirror  on  the  squad  car  fell  off 
when  Gardner  hastily  pulled  away  from  Reese  as  he  attempted  to  return  the 
court  papers  to  the  deputy,  who  said  he  was  merely  carrying  out  orders 
from  sheriff  Dim  Dowson. 

"I  said  you're  carrying  out  an  unlawful  order,"  said  Reese.  "What 
bothers  me  is  the  sheriff  carrying  out  these  orders.  They're  the  ones  that 
are  unlawful,  not  me,"  the  tribal  reform  activist  said.  "We  already 
addressed  this  issue  about  intra-tribal  matters  that  are  civil." 

Chief  deputy  Randy  Fisher  said  Reese  was  arrested  "for  his  actions  in 
refusing  to  accept  the  summons,  in  becoming  aggressive  with  the  officer." 
The  Cass  Lake  officer  said  Reese  was  taken  into  custody  due  to  the 
seriousness  of  the  charges,  which  include  a gross  misdemeanor. 

Though  he  is  not  alleged  to  have  made  any  physical  contact  with  the 
officers,  Reese  was  held  on  charges  of  obstructing  legal  process, 
tampering  with  a motor  vehicle,  and  disorderly  conduct. 

Reese  recently  won  dismissal  of  the  latter  charges  in  Itasca  County  in  a 
case  stemming  from  a dispute  last  summer  with  RBC  member  Dack  Seelye.  The 
Cass  County  disorderly  charge  may  thus  be  an  attempt  to  generate  a 
contrary  jurisdictional  ruling  on  the  disorderly  conduct  law,  a vague 
state  statute  commonly  used  by  police  to  justify  harassment  and  abuse. 
Reese  said  he  was  initially  charged  only  with  obstructing  and  tampering, 
but  was  later  informed  that  he  would  also  face  charges  of  disorderly 
conduct.  Even  more  so  than  other  Minnesota  counties  asserting  jurisdiction 
over  reservation  territory,  Cass  County  has  a history  of  apparent 
retaliation  against  Natives  who  successfully  assert  their  rights  in  state 
court . 

On  October  9,  1992,  Cass  County  judge  Michael  Haas  dismissed  unlawful 
detainer  charges  brought  by  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribal  Housing 
Corporation  against  Reese.  Housing  attorney  Larry  Kimball  then  brought  the 
matter  before  the  "Leech  Lake  Band  of  Chippewa  Tribal  Court,"  which 

dismissed  the  charge  two  and  one-half  months  later. 

Undaunted,  Kimball,  who  also  serves  as  executive  director  of  the  Leech 
Lake  public  defender's  office,  revived  the  effort  to  evict  Reese  from  his 
home  three  years  later.  On  behalf  of  the  MCTHC,  Kimball  filed  suit  against 
Reese  Aug.  8,  1995,  this  time  in  federal  court.  U.S.  magistrate  judge 
Raymond  Erickson  rejected  Reese's  self -prepared  motion  for  dismissal,  but 
dismissed  the  case  "for  want  of  subject  matter  jurisdiction,"  though  the 

defendant  had  not  originally  raised  the  issue. 

As  Reese  observed,  none  of  the  rulings  were  appealed  to  a higher  court. 

Ironically,  Reese  was  appointed  a criminal  attorney  under  contract  with 
Kimball's  public  defense  corporation.  The  Leech  Lake  public  defender's 
office  is  intended  to  provide  an  alternative  to  the  state  public  defender 
at  the  request  of  the  defendant,  not  to  be  unilaterally  appointed  by  the 
court . 

"Obviously,  there's  a conflict  of  interest  there,  because  Larry 
Kimball's  the  one  that  called  the  cops  out  here,"  charged  Reese. 

The  leading  vote-getter  in  the  1996  election  to  replace  the  ousted  Dan 
Brown  as  Leech  Lake  secretary  treasurer,  Reese  was  outpolled  by  Linda 
Dohnston  by  a vote  of  783-608  in  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe's  first 
runoff  election. 

Reese's  next  court  hearing  is  scheduled  for  1 p.m.  Duly  16  before  Dudge 
Smith. 

If  you  post  support  action  notices,  I would  suggest  the  following: 

1.  Call  and/or  fax  Cass  County  Attorney  Earl  Maus  and  demand  that  he 
drop  all  criminal  charges  against  Renee  Dudkins,  Paula  Wilson,  and 
Walter  Reese  (see  below)  and  cease  all  further  violations  of  the  human 
and  treaty  rights  of  the  sovereign  Anishinabe  people  of  Leech  Lake.  Tell 
Mr.  Maus  that  you  will  also  be  speaking  to  the  U.S.  Attorney's  office. 

Earl  Maus  Phone:  218/547-7255  Fax:  218/547-2821 

Please  send  copies  or  summaries  of  conversations  via  e-mail  to 

Darm@paulbunyan.net  or  by  fax  to  218/751-0650 


2.  Insist  that  county  attorney  Maus  file  criminal  charges  of  assault  and 
illegal  discharge  of  a tear  gas  compound  against  deputy  Robert  Karbowski 
in  regard  to  the  above  incident. 

3.  Call  the  U.S.  Attorney's  office  in  Minneapolis  and  tell  them  to 
commence  an  immediate  public  inquiry  into  human  and  civil  rights 
violations  by  state  police  on  reservations  in  Minnesota,  and  take  action 
to  curb  continued  violations  of  tribal  sovereignty  by  the  state  of 
Minnesota  in  defiance  of  recent  state  and  federal  court  rulings.  Urge 
him  to  bring  criminal  charges  against  officers  in  violation  of  federal 
civil  rights  laws. 

US  Attorney  David  Lillehaug  612/348-1500 
By  Deff  Armstrong 

A routine  traffic  stop  on  the  Leech  Lake  Reservation  ended  in  the  arrest 
and  incarceration  of  two  Anishinabe  women,  one  of  whom  was  injured  by  Cass 
County's  sheriff's  deputy  Robert  Karbowski  in  the  Dune  21  incident. 

"First,  he  hit  me  with  a flashlight,  then  he  grabbed  my  hair  and  he 
maced  me,"  said  Renee  Dudkins,  who  was  riding  in  a van  with  her  cousin, 
Paula  Wilson,  and  three  small  children,  ages  5 and  6. 

When  Dudkins  managed  to  break  away  from  Karbowski  and  flee,  she  says, 
the  deputy  pulled  his  gun  on  her. 

"When  he  realized  he  couldn't  catch  me,  I could  hear  him  stop.  Then  he 
hollered  'stop'  and  I could  hear  him  pulling  his  gun  out.  But  I kept 
running,  and  I kept  thinking  it's  going  to  come.  I'm  going  to  get  it  in 
the  back. 

"But  then  those  kids  hopped  out  of  the  van  screaming  and  carrying  on 
like  crazy  people  and  I knew  I had  to  stop  because  I knew  they  were 
running  after  me,  and  I knew  they  were  in  his  line,"  Dudkins  recalled. 

According  to  the  criminal  complaint  against  Wilson  and  Dudkins, 

Karbowski  pulled  the  vehicle  over  for  displaying  allegedly  expired  Georgia 
tabs  and  asked  Wilson  to  produce  a driver's  license.  An  unidentified 
Cass  County  deputy's  report  claims  the  women  then  got  of  the  van  "...and 
started  yelling  at  Deputy  Karbowski  indicating  that  they  had  no  authority 
to  stop  them." 

Karbowski  then  asked  Wilson,  who  said  she  did  not  have  driver's  license 
along,  to  accompany  the  deputy  to  his  squad  car  to  run  a check,  according 
to  the  report.  "At  that  point,"  the  complaint  alleges,  "both  Wilson  and 
the  other  female ...  came  at  Deputy  Karbowski,  hitting  and  kicking  him. 

"As  Deputy  Karbowski  was  attempting  to  control  DUDKINS  and  Wilson,"  the 
complaint  alleges,  "Cass  County  Deputy  Sheriff  Berglund  arrived  and  WILSON 
broke  loose... with  Deputy  Berglund  running  after  her.  Dudkins  continued  to 
swing  at  Deputy  Karbowski  with  her  fists  in  an  attempt  to  kick  him  in  the 
crotch"  until  the  two  deputies  managed  to  subdue  the  women,  though  the 
report  makes  no  mention  of  the  use  of  force. 

Topping  the  scales  at  105  pounds,  Dudkins  ridiculed  the  notion  that  she 
attacked  an  armed  deputy  with  a reputation  for  excessive  use  of  force.  The 
Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribal  member  said  she  merely  questioned  Kabowski's 
attempts  to  force  Wilson,  her  cousin,  into  the  squad  car  for  no  apparent 
reason . 

"We  weren't  drinking,  we  weren't  raising  hell,  the  worst  he  could  do  was 
charge  us  with  no  tabs--we  thought,"  she  said. 

"When  I asked  him  what  was  going  on,  he  told  me  it  was  none  of  my  

ing  business,  and  if  I didn't  get  back  in  my  car,  I'd  go  too,"  said 
Dudkins.  "I  told  him  'well  you  have  no  jurisdiction  here, ' and  he  said  he 
did.  I said  I don't  think  so,  we're  on  tribal  land.  He  grabbed  me  by  the 
hair  and  said  something  like,  ' ing  bitch'  and  he  maced  me." 

The  Minnesota  Court  of  Appeals  has,  in  at  least  two  unpublished  opinions, 
struck  down  attempts  by  Cass  County  to  assert  jurisdiction  over  traffic 
laws  within  the  reservation  since  the  Stone  ruling  last  year.  While  Stone 
stripped  the  state  of  its  legal  claim  to  do  so,  Cass  County  deputies  have 
aggressively  attempted  to  issue  motor  vehicles  citations  to  tribal 
members  on  Leech  Lake. 

"We  just  expected  him  to  write  me  a ticket  and  that  would  be  it,"  said 
Wilson.  "And  we  knew  they  didn't  have  jurisdiction."  Wilson  never  was 
cited  for  the  driving  charge,  but  was  instead  jailed  for  two  days  on 


charges  of  fifth  degree  assault  and  obstructing  legal  process. 

"I  didn't  think  he'd  take  me  to  jail  because  I've  never  even  had  a 
speeding  ticket  in  my  life,"  Wilson  said. 

Dudkins  is  not  certain  of  the  charges  against  her,  since  the  charging 
portion  of  her  complaint  mistakenly  names  Wilson  as  the  defendant  and 
repeats  the  charges.  "[Deputy]  Berglund  didn't  think  I should  have  to  go 
[to  jail].  But  already  [Karbowski]  had  assaulted  me,  so  there  was  no  way  I 
was  going  to  walk,"  said  Dudkins. 

She  said  the  deputy  apparently  mistook  her  for  Wilson's  sister,  tribal 
activist  Roxanne  LaRose.  "He  said,  'Roxanne,  what's  your  last  name?'  And  I 
didn't  answer  him.  Then  he  said,  'If  you  want  to  act  like  assholes,  we'll 
treat  you  like  assholes.  I said  there  ain't  no  Roxanne  back  here." 

According  to  Wilson,  the  irony  of  the  situation  is  that  even  if  the 
state  did  have  jurisdiction,  both  she  and  the  car  were  properly  licensed, 
and  the  vehicle  had  insurance. 

"I  told  [Karbowski]  they're  Georgia  plates  and  they're  different.  They 
look  expired,  but  they're  not.  He  said,  'do  you  have  your  driver's 
license?'  I said  I don't  have  it  on  me.  That's  when  he  said  'you're  going 
with  me.'  And  that's  when  I got  scared,"  Wilson  said. 

Although  the  owner  of  the  van,  Mindy  Ruby,  arrived  at  the  scene  of  the 
arrest,  the  officers  insisted  on  impounding  it,  refusing  to  allow  Ruby  to 
drive  her  vehicle  home. 

While  several  officers  were  present,  including  Leech  Lake  security's  Ken 
Hare,  none  offered  the  children  a ride  home.  So  they  walked  with  Wilson's 
adult  daughter  from  Tract  33  to  their  home  in  Stony  Point,  a distance  of 
about  a mile.  "[Hare]  just  stood  there  and  watched  'em  torture  us,"  said 
Dudkins . 

While  in  jail,  Dudkins  says,  the  county  continued  to  violate  her  human 
rights.  Dail  staff  denied  her  repeated  requests  for  medical  attention  and 
for  access  to  the  several  different  medications  she  takes  regularly. 

"They  told  my  family  they  could  bring  [the  medication].  But  when  they 
brought  'em,  they  said  we  can't  just  give  them  to  her  because  you  say  she 
takes  'em.  They  said  it's  got  to  be  verified,  but  they  refused  to  let  it 
be  verified  by  letting  me  see  a nurse  or  a doctor,"  said  Dudkins.  She  said 
she  was  not  allowed  to  shower  until  the  day  after  her  arrest,  and,  as  a 
result,  the  mace  soaked  into  her  skin,  causing  several  sores  and  lesions. 

Above  her  right  eye,  Dudkins  has  a small  but  deep  scar  which  she 
attributes  to  Karbowski' s flashlight.  Although  she  is  concerned  about  the 
possible  effects  of  mace  on  her  asthma  and  other  physical  ailments, 

Dudkins  is  also  worried  about  possibly  much  deeper  psychological  scars  on 
the  children  present. 

"They  watched  him  bop  me.  They  watched  him  mace  me,  and  they  watched  him 
pull  a gun  on  me.  That's  really  traumatic  for  five-year-olds,"  Dudkins 
said . 

"Karbowski 's  dangerous.  If  he's  willing  to  do  this  to  two  women  with 
children  present,  he's  going  to  shoot  some  kid  on  their  own,"  said  Dudkins, 
calling  for  prompt  tribal  intervention  on  the  issue. 

"RE : Supreme  Court  Refuses  Appeal"  

Date:  Sun,  29  Dun  1997  22:01:52  +0100 
From:  Reinhard  Trink  <rtrink@ibm. net> 

Sub j : SUPREME  COURT  REFUSES  APPEAL  OF  OUTLAWED  CONSUMER  BOYCOTT 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

SUPREME  COURT  REFUSES  APPEAL  OF  OUTLAWED  CONSUMER  BOYCOTT 

Stephen  Kenda 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 

485  Ridelle  Ave 

Toronto,  ON 

M6B  1K6 

FoL  e-mail:  fol@tao.ca 
For  Immediate  Release 


(Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada)  Dune  20,  1997  - The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada 
yesterday  denied  leave  to  appeal  a lower  court  ruling  outlawing  an 
"enormously  successful"  consumer  boycott.  No  reasons  were  given. 

FoL  note:  "enormously  successful"  above  are  the  words  of  the 
appellate  court. 

The  multinational  paper  company  Daishowa  is  suing  the  Toronto  group 
Friends  of  the  Lubicon  for  its  boycott  campaign  in  support  of  the  Lubicon 
Lake  Cree  Nation  of  Alberta.  Since  the  boycott  began  in  1991,  Daishowa  has 
been  forced  to  hold  off  clear-cut  logging  operations  on  disputed  Native 
lands.  But  last  year  the  company  convinced  an  appellate  court  of  the 
Ontario  Court  General  Division  to  enjoin  the  boycott  pending  a trial  and 
is  now  seeking  damages  it  claims  have  topped  $12  million. 

The  multi-billion  dollar  paper  company  will  press  its  damages  claim 
against  volunteer  members  of  Toronto  Friends  at  a trial  scheduled  for  3 
weeks  beginning  September  2,  1997.  Daishowa  is  also  seeking  a permanent 
injunction  against  the  consumer  boycott  at  trial. 

The  Supreme  Court's  refusal  comes  7 months  after  the  Friends'  leave 
application  was  submitted.  Prior  to  that,  the  Ontario  Court  of  Appeal  had 
also  rejected  a Friends'  leave  to  appeal  application  --  also  without 
giving  reasons. 

Friends'  spokesperson  Kevin  Thomas  explains  "In  1995,  the  courts  ruled 
the  boycott  legal.  When  Daishowa  appealed,  the  judges  flung  the  courtroom 
doors  wide  open,  heard  the  case  and  stopped  the  boycott.  When  we  knocked, 
the  courtroom  doors  have  twice  been  locked... Our  biggest  fear  now  is  that 
Daishowa  will  get  the  trial  court  to  shut  down  the  boycott  forever  and 
then  resume  clearcut  logging  Lubicon  land  either  directly  or  using  others 
this  fall." 

For  more  information  please  call: 

Kevin  Thomas,  spokesperson.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon,  416-631-4048 
Ed  Bianchi,  spokesperson.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon,  613-235-9956 
Stephen  Kenda,  spokesperson.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon,  416-763-7500 
Karen  Wristen,  counsel.  Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund,  604-685-5618 
or  e-mail  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  at  fol@tao.ca 
or  view  the  Lubicon  supporters'  web  page  at 

http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 
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"RE : 500  Years  of  Canadian  Genocide"  

Date:  Thu,  26  Dun  1997  06:43:47  -0800 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Queen  Celebrates  500  Years  of  Canadian  Genocide 

:S. I. S. I .S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
Dune  25,  1997  Bulletin 

500  years  after  Italian  mercenary  Giovanni  Caboto's  ship.  The  Matthew, 
supposedly  made  land  fall  and  claimed  the  land  for  England's  Henry  VII,  HRH 
Elizabeth  II  "joined  a huge  crowd  in  marking  500  years  of  history  and 
looking  towards  a bright  future...  'As  we  look  back  on  all  that  Cabot  lived 
for,  and  on  what  the  land  he  found  has  given  us, ' the  Queen  said  in  a 
speech,  'let  us  salute  that  brave  sailor  and  pray  that  we  may,  God  willing, 
inherit  some  of  his  marvelous  vision  and  courage.  Canada's  next  500  years 
will  be  as  glorious  as  its  past.'"  (Graeme  Hamilton,  Southam  newspapers. 
Dune  25) 

Explorer  Dohn  Cabot's  landing,  her  Majesty  continued,  "represents  the 


geographical  and  intellectual  beginning  of  modern  North  America.  That 
extraordinary  relationship  has  existed  between  Great  Britain  and 
Newfoundland  ever  since."  (Canadian  Press,  The  Vancouver  Province,  Dune  25) 

What  the  Queen  did  not  say  was  that  less  than  350  years  after  her  pirates 
and  thieves  invaded  the  sovereign  Beothuk  territories,  the  Beothuk  nation 
had  been  exterminated.  Shanawdathit,  the  last  of  her  nation,  died  of 
tuberculosis  in  1829. 

"Aboriginal  protestors  caught  the  Queen's  attention  earlier  in  the  day  but 
did  not  disrupt  her  schedule,"  according  to  Canadian  Press. 

Canada's  national  newspaper  The  Globe  and  Mail  reported  that  "The  Queen 
greeted  the  native  drummers  and  Ovide  Mercredi,  national  Grand  Chief  of  the 
Assembly  of  First  Nations,  as  she  made  her  way  to  plant  a tree  at  a senior 
citizens  home,  but  there  was  no  discussion...  Innu  leader  Katie  Riche  told 
reporters:  'I  see  nothing  to  celebrate.  Along  the  way  a whole  nation,  the 
Beothuks  were  wiped  out.  We  don't  want  that  to  happen  to  us.'  Prote  Proker 
of  Davis  Inlet  said  the  millions  of  dollars  poured  into  the  Cabot  festival 
would  have  been  better  spent  on  settling  land  claims:  It's  a really  hard 
situation,'  Mr  Proker  said,  'We  have  to  fight  for  our  rights.  A lot  of 
people  are  suffering  in  Davis.  There  are  suicides  and  abuse...'" 

Newfoundland  Premier  Brian  Tobin  later  acknowledged  "the  great  cost  that 
sometimes  comes  when  cultures  intersect."  He  asked  for  a moment  of  silence 
for  the  Beothuks,  "for  whom  the  human  journey  ended  all  too  soon."  (The 
Vancouver  Sun,  Dune  25) 

The  Queen  is  on  a ten  day  visit  to  Canada  and  will  head  to  Ontario  on 
Thursday. 

On  Danuary  3,  1995,  traditionalists  representing  the  Feast  of  the  Dead 
(Eastern)  Tradition,  the  Sun  Dance  (Central)  Tradition  and  the  Potlatch 
(Western)  Tradition  attested  to  the  ongoing  genocide  and  colonialism  by 
Canada.  The  Queen  has  so  far  failed  to  implant  the  due  process  right  which 
the  indigenous  representatives  requested: 

"The  petitioners  ask  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  to  commission  independent  and 
impartial  persons  to  serve  on  the  Standing  Committee  constituted  by  Queen 
Anne  (or  to  constitute  a substitute  committee)  for  the  purpose  of 
addressing  and  reporting  upon  the  existing  Hunting  Grounds  boundary  and  the 
legal  sanctions,  if  any,  applicable  to  the  respondents  for  (misprision  of) 
treason  and  fraud  and  complicity  in  crimes  related  to  genocide  due  to 
usurpation  of  jurisdiction  in  relation  to  the  Hunting  Grounds  so 
delimited . " 

Demand  that  the  Queen  uphold  the  obligations  and  commitments  of  the  Crown. 
Demand  that  she  stop  the  genocide  by  convening  an  independent,  impartial, 
third  party  tribunal  to  adjudicate  this  land  issue,  as  requested  by 
traditional  peoples  and  required  by  law. 

<<+>>REMEMBER  SHANAWDATHIT<<+>>REMEMBER  THE  BEOTHUK<<+>> 

============GENOCIDE  IS  NOTHING  TO  CELEBRATE============ 

Governor  General  Romeo  Le  Blanc  (The  Queen's  representative  in  Canada) 

Rideau  Hall,  1 Sussex  Drive 
Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada 
K1A  0A1 

Phone:  (613)  993-8200  Fax:  (613)  993-1967 

Faxing  by  email:remote  printer. Romeo_Le_Blanc@16139931967.iddd.tpc.int 

WWW  comments : http: //www. school net . c a/col lection s/governor 

Leave  your  comments  at  the  Royal  Web  Site:  http://www.royal.gov.uk/ 
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RE:  Attack  on  Seminole  Tribe 


Date:  23  Dun  1997  22:04:57  GMT 
From:  aimfl@aol.com  (Aimfl) 

Sub j : Attack  on  Seminole  Tribe 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  Florida  Indian  Alliance  is  pleased  to  be  online  and  now  a subscriber 
to  Alt. Native.  The  FIA  is  a coalition  of  Indigenous  rights  and  community 
service  organization  founded  in  October  1985  that  maintains  offices  in 
Dacksonville,  Miami 
and  St.  Petersburg. 

As  we  are  now  online,  we  plan  to  post  our  organizations  press  releases  as 
often  as  possible  and  positions  on  other  issues  of  concern  to  Indigenous 
peoples  in  Florida. 

FLORIDA  INDIAN  ALLIANCE 
Press  Release  2997SI0/FLSW 
Dune  14,  1997 

Contact  Mark  Madrid,  Information  Director 

The  Florida  Indian  Alliance  condemns  the  state  of  Florida  and  United 
States  Department  of  Dustice  's  recent  efforts  to  violate  the  sovereignty 
of  the  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida. 

The  state  of  Florida  apparently  believes  it  has  the  right  to  determine  the 
economic  development  of  the  Seminole  Tribe  and  has  refused  to  sign  a 
gaming  compact  that  would  allow  for  Class  III  gaming. 

It  has  been  the  position  of  the  FIA  that  no  political  state,  particularly 
a colonial  settler  state  has  a right  to  an  existence  that  is  superior  to, 
or  grants  it  authority  over  Indigenous  Nations  that  have  existed  since 
time  immemorial 

Therefore,  while  the  FIA  maintains  no  position  on  gaming  and  has 
supported  the  traditional  governmental  systems  rather  than  IRA 
governments,  we  support  the  Seminole  Tribe's  recent  lawsuit  against  US 
Department  of  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt. 

We  find  it  most  interesting  that  the  United  States  and  state  governments 
are  now  attacking  the  source  of  revenue  for  many  Indigenous  Nations,  that 
has  moved  them  away  from  total  dependance  on  the  BIA.  Witness  the  state  of 
New  York's  naked  aggression  against  the  Seneca  Haudenosaunee  Nation. 

Such  incursions  of  Indigenous  Nations  sovereign  rights  are  intolerable 
and  we  applaud  the  Seminole  Tribe's  continued  resistance 

"RE : New  Moon  Prayer"  

Date:  Tue,  1 Dul  1997  01:57:35  -0400 

From:  "elaine  flattery"  <flattery@primeline. com> 

Sub j : New  Moon  Prayer  - Duly  4,  1997 

UUCP  email 

Every  new  moon  in  1997  at  5 am  in  Ashland,  Oregon  and  other  parts  of  the 
U.S.  and  world  (8  est,  7 cst,  etc),  we  will  be  praying  for  Unity.  All  are 
asked  to  join  in  this  prayer  time,  and  share  this  information  with  others 
in  your  local  communites  as  we  hope  this  will  be  a growing  prayer  circle 
for  the  sake  of  the  Sacred  Floop  and  all  our  Relations.  We  will  continue 
praying  for  the  Elders,  Buffaloes,  Sun  Dancers,  Respect,  Sobriety, 
Sovereignty,  Children,  Grandmother  Earth  and  Grandmothers  and  protection  of 
our  Sacred  Sites. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  people  that  have  been  supportive  of  the  New 
Moon  Ceremonial,  we  really  appreciate  all  the  people  that  pray  with  us. 

When  people  prepare  themselves  in  the  morning  when  the  sun  rises,  and  ask 
Great  Spirit,  things  happen.  We  were  told  that  we  were  suppose  to  bring 
people  together  in  Unity.  If  we  pray  together,  there  is  hope,  we  have  a 
voice . 

This  month  we  would  like  to  ask  for  prayers  for  Arvol  Looking  Horse,  The 
Cree  Nation,  and  all  the  people  praying  and  riding  across  Canada  with  Unity 
Ride.  This  ride  goes  from  The  Pas,  Manitoba  to  Sunchild,  Alberta,  arriving 


in  Sunchild  in  August  1997. 


Unity  is  possible  when  there  is  Freedom.  Freedom  is  possible  when  there 
is  justice.  On  this  4th  of  Duly  we  are  confronted  with  the  fact  that 
justice  has  not  been  extended  to  Native  American  people.  President  Clinton 
has  appointed  a commission  to  study  discrimination.  There  is  no  greater 
discrimination  in  this  country  today  than  the  denial  of  benifits  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights  to  Native  Amercan  people. 

Let  us  join  the  Unity  riders  in  prayer  that  from  today  forward,  we  will 
all  pool  our  prayers  and  our  efforts  to  assure  that  the  rights  of  all  other 
citizen  of  the  U.S.A.,  are  shared  by  Native  Americans. 

Dave  Chief 
Oglala  Lakota 


/ / / / / \_ 

\ _\ \ /\ / 


In  1924  Native  American  were  declared  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

In  1925  in  Gitlow  vs.  New  York,  a Supreme  Court  opinion  was  stated  that  the 
14th  Amendment  said  no  law  or  regulation  can  be  passed  by  a state,  city  or 
country  which  denies  the  benefits  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  to  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States.  The  Constitution  also  states  a policy  of  separation  of 
Chruch  and  state.  Yet,  when  Indians  were  put  on  reservations  they  were 
given  as  spiritual  slaves  to  the  various  Christian  denominations  for  the 
purposes  of  forced  conversions.  Families  were  separated  for  long  periods, 
long  hair,  which  is  part  of  traditional  religion,  was  shorn  from  them. 

They  were  not  allowed  their  traditional  clothing.  They  were  denied  their 
language.  Children  in  the  Chirstian  boarding  schools  were  sexually  abused. 

They  were  made  to  feel  guilty  for  being  born  an  Indian  and  had  their 
mouths  washed  out  with  soap  when  they  spoke  their  language,  sometimes  their 
tongues  were  burned  on  hot  stoves  for  speaking  their  language.  Many  were 
chained  to  their  beds  at  night  to  keep  them  from  running  away.  They  were 
told  that  their  relatives  were  devil  worshippers  and  satanists  and  inspired 
to  hate  them.  The  social  disorganization  on  the  reservations  today  can  be 
traced  to  these  atrocities. 

In  1983,  Robert  Keller,  Dr.,  writing  in  "Gentle  Genocide,"  American 
Protestantism  and  United  States  Policy,  1869-82,  stated,  "...[religious 
freedom]  and  religious  liberty  on  Indian  reservations  was  largely  ignored. 
Whenever  Americans  did  stop  to  reflect  on  that  particular  problem,  they 
treated  it  exactly  as  they  did  the  ethics  of  property,  contract,  and...  the 
First  Amendment ... [these  rights]  did  not  apply  to  Indians." 

This  attitude  is  no  longer  considered  a form  of  patriotism  by  Americans  in 
the  '90's.  This  attitude  is  an  abuse  of  the  Constitution  and  , therefore, 
this  attitude  is  a form  of  treason,  as  "unamerican"  as  you  can  get,  in  the 
'90's.  We  don't  need  to  carry  this  racist  baggage  into  the  21st  Century. 

Let  us  pray  for  ethical  progress. 

We  would  also  like  to  send  prayers  to  our  friends  Ries  (Dutch  Flippie)  who 
had  a car  wreck  and  Penomee,  who  is  dealing  with  the  loss  of  a brother. 
Native  American  Information  Service 
1875  Hwy  99  N.,  Suite  4 
Ashland,  OR  97520 

"RE : Earth  First!  Rendezvous"  

Date:  Wed,  25  Dun  1997  14:24:27  -0400 
From:  Doe  Campagna  <aconcert@CARROLL.COM> 

Sub j : Grizzly  Land  Markers 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

BTW:  I'm  beginning  to  adopt  the  position  to  accept  Nuclear  power  in 
exchange  for  leaving  Big  Mountain/Black  Mesa  alone.  Either  that,  or  I'll 
keep  having  these  fantasies  of  putting  Peabody  executives  in  the  Arena  with 
starving  Grizzly  Bears.  Or  doing  the  "head  on  a tentpole"  deal;  a 
post-roman-empire  "hill  camp  people"  tradition  as  a mild  warning;  or  border 


marker,  to  stay  away.  A Northeast  Italian  tradition  which  has  survived 
since  the  fall  of  Rome,  but  has  been  supplanted  in  the  US  by  use  of  a 
horse's  head.  The  lesser  of  two  evils,  the  Grizzly  bears,  I mean.  :~/ 
Did  any  Native  Nations  of  the  America's  use  border  markers? 


[Dust  to  inform  about  a general  mailing  list  which  periodically  distributes 
mining  information,  and  often  about  stuff  in  your/our  backyards. 

I believe  you  can  subscribe  by  the:  amccombs@igc.apc.org  (Alice  McCombs) 
address . ] 

Date:  Wed,  25  Dun  1997  12:19:56  -0400 
From:  amccombs@igc.apc.org  (Alice  McCombs) 

Sub j : EarthWINS  Daily  #2.48 

Contents 

1.  Earth  First!  Rendezvous  Begins  Monday  Dune  30  in  North  Wisconsin 

2.  Gold  Explorers  Turn  To  Diamonds 

3.  Corporate  Watch:  What's  New 

4.  Ukraine:  Coalminers  Threaten  All-out  Strike 

5.  Queensland:  Conservationist  defects  to  mining  lobby 

6.  NATIONAL:  EPA  requests  comments  on  proposal  to  conduct  a 
less-than-full  Clean  Water  Needs  Survey  in  1998  related  to  abandoned 
mines  and  other  nonpoint  sources 

7.  Canada:  Proposed  Cheviot  open-pit  coal  mine  on  the  edge  of  Dasper 
National  Park 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

1.  Earth  First!  Rendezvous  Begins  Monday  Dune  30  in  North  Wisconsin 
Date:  Wed,  25  Dun  1997  07:15:14  -0500 
From:  brmanski@students.wisc.edu  (Ben) 
http: //www. geocities . com/Rain Fore st/4101 

For  Immediate  Release  Dune  24,  1997 

Contact:  Ben  Manski,  MHEF ! , 608-262-9036,  Deff  Ryan,  NFEF ! , 414-426-9507 
Opposition  to  the  proposed  toxic  sulfide  mining  district  in  North  Woods 
Wisconsin  will  reach  a new  level  next  Monday  as  the  radical  environmental 
movement  Earth  First!  joins  the  anti-mining  front  by  the  hundreds.  Over 
1000  Earth  First!  (EF!)  and  allied  activists  are  expected  to  attend  the 
17th  annual  EF ! Round  River  Rendezvous,  to  be  held  over  the  week  of  Dune 
30th  to  Duly  8th  at  the  headwaters  of  the  wild  Wolf  River  in  northeast 
Wisconsin.  This  year's  Rendezvous,  the  first  ever  in  the  American  midwest, 
will  feature  direct  action  against  the  proposed  Exxon-Rio  Algom  corporation 
Wolf  River  Mine  (Crandon),  as  well  as  workshops  and  music  organized  by 
activists  from  around  the  globe. 

"We  know  that  Exxon  officials  are  worried  about  us,  and  they  should  be. 
Wisconsin  Earth  First!ers  will  not  rest  until  Exxon  is  gone  from  our  region 
for  good,"  said  Susan  Franz  of  Midwest  Fleadwaters  Earth  First! 

The  Round  River  Rendezvous  is  come  to  Wisconsin  amidst  growing  evidence 
of  mining  industry  political  manipulation.  In  the  course  of  the  last  year, 
substantive  evidence  has  emerged  that  Exxon  and  other  extraction 
corporations  have  successfully  biased  the  Wisconsin  Department  of  Natural 
Resources,  influenced  the  Wisconsin  State  Legislature,  dismantled  such 
environmental  watchdogs  as  the  offices  of  the  Public  Intervenor  and  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  interfered  in  the  local  politics  of  many  Wisconsin 
townships,  counties,  and  Indian  communities.  Additionally,  the  Exxon 
corporation  has  spent  millions  of  dollars  on  a public  relations  blitzkrieg 
that  has  included  television,  print,  and  radio  ads,  as  well  as  the 
formation  of  three  front  groups  in  Wisconsin,  the  most  notorious  of  which 
is  People  for  the  West,  a wholly  owned  and  operated  subsidiary  of  the 
mining  corporations. 

"We  don't  trust  the  government  to  do  the  will  of  the  people.  It's  that 
simple.  The  mining  corporations  are  so  powerful  that  they  have  our  public 
officials  in  their  back  pocket.  That's  why  Earth  First!  action  is 
necessary.  Earth  First!  is  a pretty  clear  concept  - It  means  'no  more 
games,  no  more  lies,  let's  get  honest,  it's  time  to  stop  Exxon.'"  said 


Dean  Redcrow  of  Driftless  Earth  First!. 

The  regional  Earth  First!  movement  has  grown  markedly  over  the  past  two 
years,  from  two  active  midwestern  locals  in  1995  to  dozens  in  1997,  with 
six  operating  in  Wisconsin  alone.  In  that  time.  Earth  First!  activists 
have  organized  numerous  office  occupations,  bannerhangs,  rallies,  and  zap 
actions . 

Further  updates  regarding  the  Earth  First!  Wolf  River  Round  River 
Rendezvous  will  appear  as  warranted.  Zero  Extraction  Now! 

For  up  to  date  information  about  Exxon's  proposed  Wolf  River  mine  visit 
http : //www . menominee . com/nomining/ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Council 
Sub,  To:  Listserv@Maelstrom.stjohns.edu,  Body:  subscribe  NAT-FILM  full  name 
Native  Language  Animation  Group,  To:  NAT-IMATION-request@maelstrom.stjohns.edu 
NAT-SCRIPT  (Languages)  To : Listserv@Maelstrom . st johns . edu,  Body:info  nat-script 
All  content  on  Nat-Film  lists  are  "c"  copyright  original  authors/senders. 

"RE : SACNAS  Announcement"  

Date:  Wed,  25  Dun  1997  06:00:53  -0600 
From:  SACNAS  Office  <sacnas@cats . ucsc . edu> 

Sub j : SACNAS 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 

Dear  AISES  members. 

We  would  like  to  invite  you  to  join  the  Society  for  Advancement  of 
Chicanos  and  Native  Americans  in  Science.  We  have  much  to  offer  the 
Native  American  communities  and  encourage  you  to  find  out  more  about  us. 

SACNAS  is  a national  organization  founded  in  1973  by  Chicano,  Latino  and 
Native  American  scientists  who  recognized  the  need  for  collective  efforts 
to  increase  their  representation  in  the  sciences.  The  mission  of  SACNAS 
is  to  encourage  Chicano,  Latino  and  Native  American  students  to  pursue 
graduate  education  in  order  to  obtain  the  advanced  degrees  necessary  for 
research  careers  and  science  teaching  professions  at  all  levels. 

Throughout  the  year  SACNAS  is  involved  in  undergraduate  advising 
programs,  K-12  teacher  education,  undergraduate  summer  research 
institutes  and  scholarships.  SACNAS  is  dedicated  to  providing  resources 
to  our  members. 

If  you  would  like  some  more  information  or  know  someone  who  would  benefit 
from  our  society  please  contact  our  office  and  we  will  send  you  general 
information.  You  can  also  get  lots  of  information  through  our  Web  site 
located  at  www.sacnas.org. 

Thank  you  for  your  time, 

Marina  Bobadilla 
SACNAS  Program  Assistant 

:::  SACNAS  ::: 

| SACNAS  Tel:  (408)  459-4272 

U.S.  Mail  j 1156  High  St.  Fax:  (408)  459-3156 

j Santa  Cruz,  CA  95064 
Web  | http://www.sacnas.org 


"RE;  Tatanka  Oyate  Wellness  Celebration"  

Date:  Mon,  30  Dun  1997  08:34:46  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  "Laramie  Inter-Tribal  Services  (LITS)"  <GNIEMUTH@UWYO. EDU> 
Sub j : Tatanka  Oyate  Wellness  Celebration  info 

UUCP  email 


The  Urban  Native  American  Wellness  Program: 

A Community  Health  Planning  Project; 

The  Tatanka  Oyate  Wellness  Celebration  and  Contest 


The  Urban  Native  American  Wellness  Program  was  created  to  provide  an 
alternative  comprehensive  wellness  program  for  permanent  and  transient 
urban  indigenous  populations  within  the  State  of  Wyoming.  Project 
Coordinator  Don  Sanders,  Rosebud  Lakota,  recently  announced  the  The 
Tatanka  Oyate  Wellness  Celebration  and  Contest.  The  celebration  is  slated 
for  Duly  25,  26  and  27  at  the  Terry  Bison  Ranch  Rodeo  Arena,  seven  miles 
south  of  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 

"The  Tatanka  Oyate'  Celebration  is  the  first  event  in  the  program  to 
honor  and  commemorate  Native  American  sobriety  and  wellness.  Proceeds  from 
the  event  will  be  used  to  fund  the  Wellness  Camp,  as  well  as  restart  the 
Cheyenne  Indian  Center,"  Sanders  stated. 

According  to  Sanders,  primary  goals  of  the  Wellness  Program  include 
identification  of  indigenous  populations  in  urban  areas  of  Wyoming  as  well 
as  assessing  and  evaluating  the  wellness  needs  and  desires  of  that 
population.  "We  will  develop,  facilitate  and  monitor  alternative  wellness 
programs  utilizing  holistic,  traditional  and  spiritual  methods,  tailored 
to  specific  needs,"  he  stated. 

Specifically,  program  staff  follow  three  guidelines:  Utilize 
traditionally  respected  and  recognized  cultural  and  spiritual  tools  such 
as  sweatlodges,  spiritual  leaders,  traditional  healers,  traditional 
ceremonies  and  treatment  methodologies  as  well  as  contemporary  indigenous 
practices  such  as  talking  circles  and  social  gatherings;  facilitate 
programs  such  as  youth  camps,  teaching  of  traditional  arts  and  crafts, 
community-based  mediators  for  intervention,  whole  family  and/or  community 
spiritual  and  cultural  counseling,  culturally-impacting  health  education; 
and,  use  internal  and  external  monitoring  with  on-going  evaluation  of 
needs  and  programming  to  expedite  revision  as  needed. 

Located  between  Denver,  Colorado  and  most  northern  plains  reservations, 
the  wellness  program  camp  is  located  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Bison  Ranch  in 
southeast  Wyoming.  The  ranch  is  home  to  3,000  bison  in  addition  to 
numerous  eagles  and  other  wildlife.  HIV/AIDS  awareness  and  prevention 
programs  at  the  camp  are  tailored  specifically  to  benefit  participants, 
their  families  and  their  communities.  The  spiritual  wellness  component  of 
the  camp  includes  information  designed  to  reduce  the  spread  of  the  HIV 
virus  at  Sweatlodge  and  Sun  Dance  functions  where  piercing  and  the  giving 
of  flesh  occur. 

Specific  camp  programs  will  be  tailored  to  the  participating  group. 
Spiritual  leaders  and  cultural  resources  from  a participating  group's 
Nation  will  be  included  in  the  program.  According  to  Sanders,  "The  more 
Native  American  people  from  all  tribes  have  the  unique  opportunity  to 
experience  complete  wellness,  the  more  the  people  will  be  able  to 
integrate  into  a functional  healthy  society  without  compromising  or 
changing  our  traditions.  It  offers  hope  as  well  as  education  and 
information . " 

The  Tatanka  Oyate  Wellness  Celebration  is  currently  accepting  private 
and  corporate  sponsorship.  Proceeds  from  this  fund  raising  celebration 
will  help  approximately  two  thousand  Native  American  people  in  southeast 
Wyoming  and  many  more  in  the  region.  Wellness  Camp  participants  from  all 
locations,  regardless  of  Nation  or  tribal  affiliation,  will  share  in  the 
benefits  of  traditional,  spiritual  wellness.  Sponsorship  categories, 
ranging  from  $300  to  $1000+,  are  available  from  Sanders. 

The  Wellness  Celebration  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Cheyenne  Indian  Center, 
a 501(c)(3)  organization;  The  Urban  Native  American  Program,  a State 
Health  Department  - Community  Services  Sponsored  Program;  Terry  Bison 
Ranch;  and,  the  Iron  Mountain  Bison  Ranch. 

For  information  on  Wellness  Camp  program  design,  scheduling  and  costs  as 
well  as  the  Wellness  Celebration  Duly  25th  - 27th,  call  or  write:  Don 
Sanders,  618  Terry  Ranch  Road,  Cheyenne,  WY  82007;  307-778-4082. 

— "RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Dun  1997  00:07:54  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  9 


Mailing  List: 


NAT- FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM.STDOHNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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MAKING  A MAN. 


*Golden  Truth  from  the  Editorial  Page  of  The  Sunday  School  Times.* 

Every  man  is  self  made,  as  well  as  God  made. 

Every  man  is  as  much  of  a man,  and  has  as  many  good  qualities,  as  he 
himself  determines. 

"What  an  ideal  man  I could  create,  if  I had  the  power  to  combine  in 
one  man  the  best  things  I see  in  some  of  the  best  men  I know!"  said  a 
young  man. 

But  he  has  that  privilege  and  that  power. 

Does  he  admire  the  tact  and  winning  courtesy  of  one  man,  the  intensity 
and  tireless  energy  of  another,  the  balance  and  good  judgement  of 
another,  the  apparently  inexhaustible  knowledge  of  another? 

Does  he  turn  in  strong  dislike  from  one  man's  brusqueness  and  lack  of 
courtesy  and  polish,  from  another's  irritability,  from  another's 
easy-going  slowness,  from  another's  carelessness  and  lack  of  method? 

It  rests  with  him  as  a child  of  God,  to  bring  into  his  own  life,  by 
tireless  study  and  practice,  those  characteristics  he  so  admires  in 
others . 

It  is  in  his  power  to  keep  out  from  his  own  life,  by  equal  vigilance 
and  prayer,  those  things  that  seem  to  him  to  lessen  another's 
usefulness . 

Our  heavenly  Father  has  given  us  a place  in  the  world. 

He  would  have  us  at  our  best. 

And  he  alone  can  enable  us  to  grow  into  the  likeness  of  the  only 
perfect  Man  the  world  has  ever  known. 


A REAL  INDIAN  COMMENCEMENT. 


The  Needle's  "Eye,"  says  of  the  Government  Indian  School,  at  Ft. 
Mojave,  Arizona,  that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  unusual  success, 
harmony  and  advancement.  In  describing  the  closing  exercises  recently 
held  there,  it  is  interesting  to  read  of  the  unique  scene. 

Several  days  previous  the  parents  began  to  assemble,  and  by  Friday 


morning  about  300  Indians  of  both  sexes,  all  "Mechike,"  filled  the 
parade  grounds. 

Their  picturesque  costumes  of  bright,  gaudy  colors  - red  and  white 
predominating  - intermingling  with  the  dark  green  foliage  of  the 
numerous  shade  trees  which  adorn  the  plaza,  formed  a picture  of  unique 
beauty  as  in  wanton  fancy  they  wandered  here  and  there. 

The  kindergarten  formed  the  chief  attraction  for  the  parents.  They 
seemed  to  enjoy  and  appreciate  the  songs  and  games  of  their  little  ones 
as  much  as  their  brethren  of  lighter  hue. 

A "great  talk"  was  held  by  Supt.  McKoin  in  front  of  his  quarters.  A 
view  of  this  assemblage  would  have  afforded  a rare  treat  to  one 
unaccustomed  to  the  sight. 

After  the  "great  talk"  was  finished  Supt.  McKoin  gave  all  the  Indians 
a "big  eat"  and  a cordial  invitation  to  the  closing  exercises  at  night. 
This  produced  a state  of  satisfaction  and  harmony  indescribable. 

It  is  but  scant  praise  to  state  that  all  the  exercises  were  well 
executed  and  reflected  great  credit  upon  the  superintendent,  teachers 
and  pupils,  but  some  deserve  special  praise. 

"Some  of  the  Customs  and  Beliefs  of  the  Mojaves,"  a paper  of  rare 
intrinsic  merit,  written  by  Herb  Kennawa,  a full-blood  Mojave,  was  full 
of  quaint  folk  lore. 

(Mr.  Kennawa' s paper  will  be  printed  in  full  in  the  August  "Red  Man.") 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Read  some. 


We  find  happiness  in  proportion  as  we  respect  our  work  and  strive  to 
excel  in  it.  - [President  MacAlister,  of  Drexel. 

New  mission  buildings  have  recently  been  erected  among  the  Cheyennes 
and  Arapahoesj  so  Rev.  D.  A.  Stanford,  reports  on  a business  postal 
card . 

The  report  that  is  going  the  rounds  of  the  papers  to  the  effect  that  a 
white  man  representing  an  English  syndicate  married  a Carlisle  girl  by 
the  name  of  Pretty  Eyes  is  entirely  false. 

The  elaborately  gotten  up  invitations  to  the  Fourth  Annual 
Commencement  Exercises  of  the  Chilocco  Indian  Training  School,  Oklahoma, 
quite  take  the  lead  in  that  sort  of  thing. 

A business  letter  from  John  Webster,  '98,  who  is  spending  his  summer 
on  a New  Jersey  farm,  shows  good  spirits  and  interest  in  his  work.  In 
speaking  of  hay  harvest  he  says  he  does  the  unloading,  which  requires 
the  handling  of  a fork  pulled  by  a team  of  horses. 

At  the  close  of  a letter  from  Samuel  C.  Deon,  so  long  a pupil  with  us, 
and  now  at  his  home  in  Pine  Ridge  Agency,  South  Dakota,  he  gives  a very 
interesting  piece  of  news.  He  says: "I  have  a wonderfully  sweet  little 
baby  boy.  He  was  born  Dune  6th.  He  has  no  name  yet." 

Very  interesting  Commencement  Exercises  were  held  at  the  Santa  Fe,  New 
Mexico,  Indian  Training  School  on  the  21st  and  22nd.  A good  account  of 
the  proceedings  have  been  furnished  for  the  August  "Red  Man,"  by  one  of 
their  force  of  workers.  We  see  that  Hugh  Soucea,  class  '94,  of  Carlisle 
gave  a creditable  oration  upon  "The  present,  the  Golden  Age." 

A cheery  letter  from  Dulia  Ladeaux  says  that  she  arrived  safely  at 
Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota,  and  found  her  brother  George  living  in  a very 
comfortable  home.  She  feels  very  proud  of  her  brother,  for  doing  well. 
She  has  heard  of  a number  of  Carlisle  students  who  are  on  the  good 
road.  Some  are  not.  Dulia  thinks  the  Agency  a very  lonely  place. 

Lydia  Biddle  Ironeaglefeather  was  met  by  her  father  and  mother  at 
Valentine.  Robert  Horse  and  Maggie  Oldeagle  are  married  and  doing 
well.  Lizzie  Stands  is  working  at  the  Mission  School,  about  four  miles 
from  the  Agency. 

Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock  who  returned  from  the  Oneida  reservation, 
Wisconsin,  last  week,  reports  that  his  people  are  doing  as  well  as  they 
can  under  the  circumstances.  They  have  improved  their  farms  but  will 
have  poor  crops  this  year  as  the  weather  there  has  been  too  cold  for  a 
good  yield  of  grain. 

Martin  Archiquette,  class  '91,  is  teaching  at  the  Menominee  Boarding 
School . 


Josiah  Powlas,  class  '91',  is  still  teaching  a day  school  with  good 
success . 

Thos.  Schanandore  and  wife  Zippa,  whom  he  recently  married  are  well 
and  happy  as  can  be. 

Mrs.  Jemima  Wheelock  Cornelius,  class  '90,  whose  husband  died  last 
winter  at  their  home  in  Wisconsin,  has  become  the  mother  of  a son,  whom 
she  has  named  McKinley. 


Professor  Bakeless  of  the  Northfield  party,  says  by  letter  that  they 
arrived  last  Friday.  They  have  gone  into  camp  and  the  boys  are  quite 
hilarious.  He  thinks  their  cooking  is  surely  going  to  "stick  to  the 
ribs."  All  are  taking  great  interest  in  the  meetings,  and  have  listened 
to  several  most  inspiring  addresses.  The  Indian  boys  are  making  a good 
impression  and  are  treated  most  kindly.  Jamison  has  pitched  one  game  of 
ball. 

Amy  Dolphus  says  that  Emmeline  Patterson,  Wanady  Parker,  Sara  Kennedy 
and  she  are  living  together  in  the  country  and  have  lots  of  fun  along 
with  their  work,  "We  do  not  mind  the  work,  though,"  she  says.  "Wanady 
and  I are  the  waitresses  and  Sara  and  Emmeline  are  the  cooks.  The 
Indian  girls  are  going  to  give  an  entertainment  at  the  end  of  next 
month.  I hope  that  we  will  not  fail." 

Leila  Cornelius,  '96,  who  finished  the  Private  Secretary's  course  at 
Drexel  this  Spring,  wore  for  her  graduation  dress  a handsome  summer 
material  which  cost  when  made  up  just  63  cents.  The 
Man-on-the-band-stand  liked  that,  and  so  did  Miss  Cornelius'  friends, 
who  said  she  looked  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  graduates,  some  of  whom 
wore  expensive  dresses. 

Robert  Hudson,  '98,  is  rusticating  at  his  home  in  Western  New  York. 

He  has  already  visited  several  towns  of  interest,  among  others 
Jamestown.  He  has  looked  around  among  the  printing  offices  and  been 
well  treated.  Robert  intended  to  work  in  a store  this  summer,  but  has 
wisely  concluded  to  spend  as  much  time  out  of  doors  as  possible. 

Katie  Grinrod,  '89,  who  for  several  years  has  been  practicing  her 
profession  of  nursing  in  the  great  city  of  Philadelphia,  requests  a 
change  of  address  in  street  and  number.  She  says  she  envies  us  these 
warm  days  as  she  finds  the  city  anything  but  cool. 

Joseph  Evans,  of  Blackfeet  Agency,  Montana,  has  a unique  way  of 
renewing  his  subscription.  He  says"  "Dear  HELPER:  It  has  been  a long 
time  since  we  lost  sight  of  each  other.  You  will  please  find  enclosed 
ten  cents  to  keep  company  with  me  for  a year." 

Edward  Marsden  has  gone  to  Ann  Arbor,  from  Cincinnati,  so  he  says  by 
postal  card  directing  change  of  address. 

A subscriber  from  Plainview,  says  she  has  taken  the  HELPER  for  years 
and  still  wants  it. 


Market  is  full  of  cherries. 

Oh,  these  dreadful  midges! 

Wait  till  the  apples  are  ripe! 

Making  excuses  is  never  excusable. 

Humidity  brings  humility  to  all  who  wear  curled  bangs. 

Messrs.  Kemp,  Norman  and  Pierce  are  off  on  their  annual  leave. 

Delightful  weather  thus  far,  but  just  now  a warm  wave  is  upon  us. 

The  fence  around  the  three  blades  of  grass  has  had  a coat  of  red 
paint . 

Phebe  Brown  has  gone  to  spend  the  summer  with  relatives  at  Pittsburg. 

Miss  Bowersox  has  gone  to  Washington  to  take  in  the  lions  of  the 
Capital  City. 

Joseph  Adams  has  returned  from  Hunters'  Run  very  much  improved  in 
health . 

Mabel  Buck  did  not  remain  in  Pittsburg  as  she  expected  to,  and  is  with 
us  again. 

Mr.  Standing  has  gone  to  Western  New  York  on  business  connected  with 
the  school. 

We  are  favored  with  a good  supply  of  wholesome,  cool  cistern  water. 

No  Conodoguinitis  for  us. 


Dahnola  Dessan  is  acting  foreman  of  the  printing  office  in  the  absence 
of  Leander  Gansworth  who  has  gone  to  Northfield. 

Miss  Keto,  sing?  Why  who  is  she?  A brother,  dear,  to  Amos:  and  both 
have  by  presenting  bills  made  their  smart  names  most  famous. 

The  fine  carnations  brought  to  a number  of  his  friends  by  Samuel 
Gruett  when  he  came  from  the  country,  were  much  appreciated. 

There  is  no  cheaper  or  more  pleasurable  way  of  fanning  oneself  these 
warm  evenings  than  a brisk  trolley  ride  to  the  cave  and  back,  and  many 
do  it  in  that  way. 

George  Suis  is  out  and  around  after  quite  a serious  siege  of  Pneumonia 
and  complications.  His  friends  are  delighted  to  see  him  looking  so  much 
better. 

Miss  Burgess  left  last  evening  for  San  Francisco  to  visit  her 
parents.  Miss  Rote,  formerly  of  the  teachers'  club,  met  her  in 
Harrisburg  to  accompany  her  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 

The  new  lawn-mowers  receive  the  grass  as  fast  as  it  is  cut.  They  do 
not  sing  as  loud  as  the  old  ones,  and  do  more  work.  Not  always  the 
loudest  singers  perform  the  most  work. 

It  is  said  that  Donah  Shawadasa  keeps  the  cleanest  garden  of  any 
around.  He  works  at  the  Hilton's  and  he  is  not  ashamed  to  show  his 
garden  at  any  time.  Maybe,  sometimes,  when  he  has  to  pick  cherries,  the 
weeds  get  a little  ahead  of  him,  but  he  soon  downs  them.  He  is  a good 
cherry  picker,  too,  for  he  does  not  put  two  in  his  mouth  to  one  in  the 
bucket . 

Tickets  to  the  insane  asylum  were  ordered  the  other  morning  by  two  of 
our  responsible  helpers,  who  did  not  intend  to  become  inmates  except  for 
a short  time  - just  long  enough  to  pay  a visit  in  the  interest  of  the 
school  culinary  department. 

Miss  Shaffner  has  the  latest.  Her  brother  and  sisters  joined  in  a 
birthday  present  of  an  electric  light  for  her  bicycle.  All  she  has  to 
do  is  to  turn  a switch  and  the  light  goes  on.  Some  of  the  rest  of  us 
around  here  are  waiting  for  a storage  battery  to  help  their  wheels  up  a 
hill,  then  they,  too,  will  be  happy. 

The  style  of  saying,  "Don't  you  know?"  at  the  end  of  every  phrase 
seems  to  be  the  rage  just  now.  For  instance:  "It  was  so  warm,  don't  you 
know?  and  the  trolley  was  so  full,  don't  you  know?  that,  don't  you  know? 
I thought  I wouldn't  go,  don't  you  know?"  Who  can  say,  with  honesty 
that  it  is  a nice  style?  Is  it  not  more  of  a habit? 

Mrs.  Standing  has  a new  tricycle  and  it  is  a beauty.  Let  an  old 
bicycle  rider  get  on  a machine  with  three  wheels  and  go  right  off!  If 
he  doesn't  break  his  neck  it  will  be  more  good  luck  than  good 
management.  Two  or  three  experts  tried  Mrs.  Standing's  wheel  on  Monday 
evening  and  ran  aground  on  account,  no  doubt,  of  over  confidence,  while 
Mrs.  Standing's  first  effort  was  a complete  success.  It  is  because  she 
had  not  learned  the  swing  of  the  bicycle. 

No  lemonade  quite  equals  the  Indian  school  printing  office  beverage  by 
that  name.  Into  a pitcher  not  the  cleanest  or  daintiest,  is  poured  the 
lemon  juice  and  sugar.  The  lemons  are  squeezed  by  the  old-fashioned 
hand  squeezer,  and  mashed  with  the  sheeps-foot.  Then  the  concoction  is 
stirred  with  a reglet.  The  drink  is  never  strong  enough  to  interfere 
with  the  work.  Indeed  the  sitters  set  all  the  better,  while  the  setters 
may  take  their  turn  at  sitting,  and  the  press  goes  straight  on,  with 
electric  speed. 

Hunters'  Run  has  been  a popular  resort  for  two  or  three  weeks.  On 
Saturday,  David  MacFarland  went  as  driver  for  Miss  Barr  and  Miss  Delia 
Randall.  On  the  way  they  met  Mrs.  Thompson  whom  they  invited  to  go 
along,  but  the  horse  thought  he  already  had  a big  load,  and  immediately 
fainted.  Another  team  was  procured  at  the  livery  which  took  the  party 
in  fine  style  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howe,  who  gave  them  a 
warm  welcome.  In  the  excitement  of  starting  they  forgot  their  lunch 
which  had  been  faultlessly  prepared.  But  they  ate  it  in  imagination  and 
enjoyed  the  feast. 

Miss  Lida  Standing  came  very  nearly  having  a serious  accident  in  town 
the  other  evening.  She  was  riding  on  High  Street  and  attempted  to  pass 
between  the  train  and  two  horses,  one  of  which  was  being  ridden.  One 


horse  turned  and  kicked  her  off  her  wheel,  and  she  fell  only  a short 
distance  from  the  train.  She  was  taken  into  a drug-store  near  and  soon 
recovered,  so  that  she  was  able  to  mount  her  wheel  again  and  ride  home. 
The  bruises  sustained  did  not  prevent  Miss  Standing  from  going  the  next 
day  to  Shippensburg  Normal,  from  where  she  graduated  last  year. 


A FELLOW 


The  word  fellow  has  so  many  meanings  that  one  has  to  be  guarded  in  the 
use  of  the  term. 

There  are  Odd  Fellows,  fellow  students,  school  fellows,  fellow 
workers,  etc.,  but  generally  when  we  speak  of  a "fellow,"  using  the  word 
by  itself  we  mean  a person  of  low  rank. 

We  may  say  of  a person  of  our  own  station  or  age,  that  he  is  a good 
fellow  or  a smart  fellow,  and  so  on,  but,  Well  

The  following  incident  will  illustrate  the  thought  of  the  writer: 

An  Indian  boy  returned  from  Capt.  Pratt's  office  where  he  had  been 
sent  on  an  errand. 

"I  hope  you  did  not  disturb  the  Captain;  was  he  busy?" 

"Yes,  sir." 

"What  was  he  doing?" 

"0,  he  was  talking  to  two  fellows." 

"Indian  boys?" 

"No,  sir." 

"Tramps?" 

"No,  sir;  two  white  fellows." 

"Do  you  mean  two  gentlemen?" 

"Yes,  sir,  and  they  were  two  nice  looking  gentlemen." 

"Well,"  said  the  person  doing  the  questioning,  "I  am  astonished  to 
hear  you  calling  two  gentlemen,  'fellows.'" 

But  the  boy  did  not  know  that  he  had  done  an  impolite  thing. 

Fie  knows  it  now,  however,  and  we  have  no  doubt  is  grateful  for  the 
lesson . 


CHILOCCO  AHEAD  OF  CARLISLE. 


The  "Mirror"  of  Wichita,  Kansas  describes  a scene  enacted  at  the 
Chilocco  Indian  Training  School,  Oklahoma,  which  excels  anything  of  the 
kind  ever  witnessed  at  Carlisle. 

In  the  spectacle  described  over  2000  rabbits  and  250  Indians 
participated,  besides  several  dignitaries  who  witnessed  the  exciting 
affair. 

Rabbits  had  become  very  destructive  to  the  nursery  on  Chilocco  school 
farm,  and  the  chief  object  was  the  extermination  of  the  troublesome 
cotton-tails . 

Accordingly  250  boys  armed  with  sticks  and  clubs  described  a circle 
about  5 miles  in  circumference  on  the  school  farm. 

As  the  young  Indians  advanced  to  the  center,  clubbing  every  bush, 
great  numbers  of  the  light  footed  pests  were  seen,  running  from  one  side 
of  the  circle  to  the  other  in  the  effort  to  escape,  becoming  bewildered 
that  they  fell  an  easy  prey  before  the  onslaught  of  the  boys.  As  a 
result  of  this  drive  over  1000  rabbits  were  killed,  and  those  not 
exterminated  were  frightened  off  the  school  reservation. 

A TRIP  TO  HUNTER'S  RUN. 


To  Hunter's  Run  they  thought  they'd  go,  to  spend  a day  so  fine,  and 
found  that  train  to  Hunter's  Run  went  23  to  nine.  9:37  they  were  told 
but  FORTY-seven  is  what  took  hold. 

At  nine  and  twenty-five  o'clock,  no  sign  to  go  was  "given."  The 
"carter"  for  the  baggage  came,  but  no  one  to  be  driven.  Twelve  minutes 
more  and  train  would  go;  to  make  it  then,  there  was  no  show. 

"Go  on!"  I through  the  'phone  will  speak,"  said  one  then  standing 
near.  "We'll  make  them  hold  the  iron  steed;  so  go  ahead!  Don't  fear!" 
Though  sun  was  hot  and  hunters  blue,  straight  down  the  lane  the  runners 


flew. 

An  orderly  to  take  valise,  went  after  on  the  fly,  and  when  they  all 
had  reached  the  train,  with  heat  they  thought  they'd  die;  for  did  they 
stop  to  have  some  fun?  No!  Fast  they  went--on  hunters'  run. 

But  here  the  story  does  not  end,  for  lying  on  the  table,  two  tickets 
for  the  Hunters'  Run,  were  hidden  without  label,  found  there  by  one 
who's  always  'round,  and  for  others  on  the  bound. 

"What  time?  What  time?"  cried  Ely  bold.  "Three  minutes  more  to  spare? 
Run  orderly!  Run  as  for  gold!  Go  bring  a wheelman  here!"  Wheelman  with 
tickets  jumped  the  gate,  landing  them  there  ere  'twas  too  late. 


FILED  LOGS  ON  THE  ENEMY. 


A Christian  missionary,  on  his  first  visit  to  an  Indian  tribe, 
preached  in  abstruse  terms  on  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection. 

Two  or  three  days  after,  he  passed  the  grave  of  an  Indian  which  had 
been  covered  to  a great  depth  with  logs  and  stones. 

Inquiring  the  meaning  of  this  strange  looking  mound,  he  was  informed 
that  two  men  who  listened  to  the  interpretation  of  his  "Sunday  talk"  had 
piled  stones  and  logs  on  the  grave  of  their  enemy  to  prevent  his  rising 
from  the  dead.  -[Progress. 


Sixty  views  of  our  school  post  paid,  for  25  cents,  or  FREE  for  TEN 
subscriptions  and  two  cents  extra  for  postage. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  seventeen  letters. 

My  15,  11,  4 is  a figure. 

My  8,  3,  6,  12  is  a small  insect. 

My  13,  16,  6,  9,  14  hurts. 

My  7,  10,  1,  2,  6,  17,  4,  2,  9 is  a beverage  to  be  avoided. 
My  whole  is  a national  monument. 


Submitted  by  Barbara  Landis 
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"RE : Poem:  Tears  of  Life"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Apr  1997  13:41:44  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : *Tears  of  Life* 

UUCP  email 

*Tears  of  Life* 

Weeping  parents. 

Weeping  grandparents. 

Friends  and  family  weep. 

As  they  pay  their  last  respect 
to  a fallen  child 
And  within  so  many  hearts 
Falls  the  tears  of  life. 

The  children  of  tomorrow. 

Our  future. 

Living  in  drugs,  alcohol  and  gangs. 

The  propaganda  of  society. 

Paying  a deadly  price. 

And  within  so  many  hearts. 


Falls  the  tears  of  life. 


Tribal  Governments, 

Tribal  Leader's, 

Indian  people. 

Fighting  and  bickering 
Over  money. 

In  a manner  of  greed. 

No  one  seemly  cares. 

For  the  children  of  tomorrow. 

And  within  so  many  hearts 
Falls  the  tears  of  life. 

The  circus  of  life. 

Gives  as  a phony  people. 

They  only  seek  ego's, 

A life  they  don't  understand. 

And  slowly  our  Indian  Youth 
Are  pried  upon 
By  a society  and  government 
That  laughs  in  mockery. 

And  within  so  many  hearts 
Falls  the  tears  of  life. 

IRA  Governments, 

Tribal  Leader's, 

Indian  People, 

Listen  to  songs  of  life  and  death. 
For  your  children  need  you. 

Need  your  life  and  care. 

For  without  them 

Our  future  will  only  be  a history. 
Filled  with  more  lies  and  deceit. 
And  for  now  listen  to  your  people 
For  within  so  many  hearts. 

For  our  fallen  Youth, 

Falls  the  tears  of  life. 

The  life  of  an  Indian  Child. 

By 


= - kibbey@sierra . net 
= Elko  Indian  Colony 

= Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society  = 
= 1581  Pinenut  Circle,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 
= Phone:  (702)  738-4147  Fax:  (702)  738-7070 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  21  Dun  97  18:38:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  6-12 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

6 

Choose  the  path  taken  by  only  a few,  for  it  leads  to  wisdom 

7 

Dance  joyously  in  the  memory  of  your  ancestors,  your  kupuna 


8 

Life  is  all  around  us,  ...  and  within. 

9 

I weave  a lei  of  maile  leaves  to  celebrate  the  new  day! 

10 

My  flute  echoes  the  cry  of  the  wind. 

11 

The  mantis  pauses  for  a moment  in  its  journey  to  bless  those  it  encounters. 

12 

Night  passes  a veil  of  introspection  over  the  land. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  3 Duly  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Mon  Dun  30  07:18:40  1997 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 

Sub j : U/IN-American  Indian  Council  15th  Annual  Traditional  Powwow 
Date:  28  Dun  1997  11:13:32  -0400 

This  NEW  event  listing  has  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native 
Events  Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


American  Indian  Council  15th  Annual  Traditional  Powwow 
8/17/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Boone  County  Fairgrounds 
Lebanon,  IN 

"only  invited  drums  will  be  paid" 

Lebanon  is  located  between  Indianapolis  and  Lafayette  off  1-65. 
The  4 - H Grounds  are  just  off  exit  #138 
Traders  only  by  invitation. 

Info:  N.  Malalterre 
(765)482-3315  or 
S.  Deem  (317)545-5057 


Date:  29  Dun  1997  18:36:26  -0400 

From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 

Sub j : U/IN- "Spirit  of  Peace"  Crown  City  Powwow 

This  NEW  event  listing  has  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native 
Events  Calendar.  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


"Spirit  of  Peace"  Crown  City  Powwow 
8/3/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Aug. 1-3  Dunkirk  City  Park 
Dunkirk,  In 

Stomp  Dances  in  the  Tipi  village 
following  the  last  dance  on  Sat.  night. 
Info  and  reservations  for  Tipi  set  up 
Contact:  Dane  Scott  (765)768-6462 


General  info:  Dim  Donnelly  (317)356-5187 


Date:  Mon,  30  Dun  1997  15:42:10  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  MICHELE  HELENE  MAAS  <michmaas@sf su . edu> 

Subject:  announcement 
hello  to  all, 

i am  posting  this  message  for  judy  talaugon  who  is  one  of  the  key 
organizers  for  this 

event.. any  questions  can  be  sent  to  judy  at  hsd@igc.apc.org,  thanks 
announcement  and  info: 

The  event:  CELEBRATE  LIFE,  SAY  NO  TO  NUCLEAR  WASTE  IN  CALIFORNIA 
the  date  : Duly  25,  1997  7:00  pm 

the  place:  San  Francisco's  Cowell  Theatre  at  Fort  Mason 

This  event  is  a public  outreach  led  by  people  of  color  for  the 
general  public  to  learn  more  about  the  deadly  effects  of  the  nuclear 
industry  on  aboriginal  lands  and  the  traditional  peoples  that  have 
lived  here  since  their  creation  stories  were  told  since  time 
immemorial;  from  the  u.s.  to  the  south  pacific  islands  to  niger  and 
namibia.  This  one  of  a kind  evening  of  multi-cultural  performance  and 
testimony  needs  your  support. 

Nilak  Butler  of  the  Nuclear  Free  Future  Campaign  -Indigenous 
Lands  at  San  Francisco's  Greenpeace  office  and  Indigenous  Women's 
Network,  also  with  the  Indigenous  Environmental  Network  based  out 
of  Bemidji  Minnesota  is  the  producer  of  this  event,  and  Dudy  Talaugon 
of  California  Indians  for  Cultural  and  Environmental  Protection  is 
the  event  coordinator. 

The  event  will  make  use  of  the  lobby  of  the  cowell  theatre  and 
will  offer  space  for  info  tables  so  organizations  can  share  their 
materials  and  for  easy  networking, 
event  history: 

In  September  1996,  the  Indigenous  Anti-Nuclear  Summit  (IANS), 
a historic  meeting  of  all  Native  Peoples  was  held  in  Albuquerque, 

New  Mexico  to  discuss  our  collective  concerns,  as  a result  a 
statement  was  issued  calling  for  support  from  around  the  world  for 
Indigenous  peoples  fighting  nuclear  colonialism.  In  particular, 
ecologists,  peace  activists,  and  local  communities  were  called 
upon  to  commemorate  Duly  25th  and  October  13th  (unplug  america 
give  Mother  Earth  a rest  day)  as  days  to  highlight  Indigenous 
nuclear  issues. 

It  is  our  hope  this  event  will  spread  the  word  of  the 
immediate  dangers  of  nuclear  waste  and  encourage  the  general 
public  to  write  their  local  representatives  with  their  concerns 
about  the  dangers  of  nuclear  waste. 

if  you  have  any  questions,  please  e-mail  judy  talaugon 
at:  hsd@igc.apc.org 

end  announcement, 
thank  you, 
michele 

* michele  maas@mercury.sfsu.edu  * 

* student  kouncil  of  inter-tribal  nations  * 

* at  san  francisco  state  university  * 

* 415-338-1929  all  opinions  are  mine  unless  * 

* stated  otherwise..  * 

Date:  Sat,  28  Dun  1997  12:54:25  -0500 
From:  Matthew  Richter  <richkya@mpks . net> 

Sub j : Children  Honor  Vets,  Parade  4th  Duly,  Wichita 
Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

Matthew  Richter,  "Teachings  of  the  Children",  "I  have  been 
taught  to  view  you  as  one  of  my  people,  who  belong  in  the  circle 
of  life.  You  belong  to  the  circle  of  life  for  without  your 
individuality  the  circle  of  life  would  cease."  an  on  going  story 


http: //www. iwchildren . org 


Hi  I am  dropping  a note  to  you  to  let  you  know  of  an  upcoming 
event  which  will  be  of  interest  in  the  Wichita  area.  A color  page 
with  information  can  be  found  at  our  new  domain  address: 
http: //www. iwchildren . org/parade. htm 
A story  explaining  the  meaning  of  this  day  comes  from.  Iron 
Wing's  Children,  "Teachings  of  the  Children",  a serial  called, 
"The  Veteran's  Sacrifice,  How  is  the  Warriors  Love  and  Honor 
Treated?"  can  be  found  at,  http://www. iwchildren.org/vetl.htm 

VETERANS  HONORING  DAY  -FRIDAY,  DULY  4,  1997 

On  Independence  Day  1997,  the  Children  of  Kansas  and  the  Wichita 
Area  will  be  paying  tribute  to  the  Veterans  who  have  made  this 
day  possible. 

-All  Veterans  and  Veteran  groups  of  any  war  are  invited  to 
come  and  be  honored. 

-All  children  who  wish  to  come  and  pay  tribute  to  the 
Veteran  who  has  given  so  much  to  protect  them. 

-Parents,  family  and  anyone  who  wishes  to  share  in  the 
honoring  of  the  Veteran. 

PARADE  starts  from  THE  HISTORICAL  COUNTY  COURT  HOUSE,  510 
NORTH  MAIN  Assemble  AT  9:00  AM,  PARADE  BEGINS  10:00  AM  PARADE 
ends  at  the  VETERANS  MEMORIAL  PARK,  GREENWAY  BLVD  AT  CENTRAL 
Honoring  and  Presentation,  VETERANS  MEMORIAL  PARK  -Bill 
Cather,  MC  GREENWAY  BLVD  AT  CENTRAL,  STARTS  AT  11:00  AM 

All  Veterans  will  be  honored  and  are  requested  to  meet  at 
the  Veteran  Memorial  Park  by  11:00  am.  where  they  will  be 
acknowledged  by  the  children. 

THE  CULTURAL  MEANING  TO  HONORING  VETERANS 

*****In  the  Cultures  of  Old  it  was  a tradition  for  the 
children  to  sing  songs  and  tell  tales  of  the  Bravery  of  the 
Warriors  who  had  fought  to  protect  them.  This  insured  that  no 
one  in  the  tribe  forgot  the  sacrifices  the  Warriors  made  for  the 
people.  We  believe  that  the  Veteran  of  the  United  States  should 
be  remembered.  It  is  time  to  teach  the  children  about  the 
sacrifices  of  the  Veteran.  As  citizens,  the  freedoms  we  have 
today  are  made  possible  by  the  generous  giving  of  lives,  hearts 
and  minds  by  our  relatives  for  the  security  and  happiness  we 
enjoy . **** 

IF  YOU  OR  YOUR  GROUP  WOULD  LIKE  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THIS  EVENT, 
PLEASE  CONTACT: 

Bill  Cather,  522-4749 

Clem  Iron  Wing,  316-838-2125,  Matthew  Richter  316-241-7240, 

Iron  Wing's  Children,  home  page,  http://www.iwchildren.org 
(check  out  the  latest  story  at  our  new  domain  from  "Teachings  of 
the  Children",  "THE  PATH  TO  MANHOOD,  LIVES  WITHIN  THE  VISION"  In 
which  the  meaning  of  the  Vision  Quest  is  explained. 

Rita  Chavez,  Hispanic  Coalition, 

Dohn  Ortiz,  Mid  America  All  Indian  Center,  316-262-5221 
CHILDREN'S  ORGANIZATIONS  & PARTICIPANTS  NEED  TO: 

Make  posters  signs,  banners  and  flags  thanking  the  Veterans  for 
their  sacrifices  and  the  gift  of  freedom  in  our  country. 

Thank  you-  Matthew  Richter,  1131  Iron  Horse  Rd.,  McPherson,  KS 
316-241-7240 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television 
Broadcast  Council  Sub,  To:  Listserv@Maelstrom.stjohns.edu,  Body: 
subscribe  NAT-FILM  full  name  Native  Language  Animation  Group,  To: 
NAT-IMATION-request@maelstrom. stjohns.edu  NAT-SCRIPT  (Languages) 

To: Listserv@Maelstrom. st johns . edu,  Body:info  nat-script 

All  content  on  Nat-Film  lists  are  "c"  copyright  original  authors/senders . 


Date:  24  Dun  1997  20:46:53  -0400 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 


Sub j : Native  Events 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

These  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the 
Native  Events  Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


Banking  in  Indian  Country  Conference 
7/24/1997 

State:  DC  Country:  USA  Type:  Conference 

The  Department  of  Justice's  Office  of  Tribal  Justice  and  the  Office 
of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency  are  co-sponsoring  a conference 
on  Banking  in  Indian  Country  on  July  24  in  Washington,  DC. 

For  information  about  the  event, 

please  call  (202)  874-3520  or  visit  http: //occ .treas . 
gov/event s/indian . htm. 


Creekside  Intertribal  Powwow 
7/18/1997 

State:  TN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Morningstar  Memorial 
Elizabethton,  TN. 

July  18,  19,  20  - 1997 

There  will  be  Dance  & Drum  competition,  Buffalo  burgers.  Native 
vendors,  and  lots  more.  For  more  info,  contact  Bob  or  Patty 
(423)  543-2522 


Strawberry  Social 
6/29/1997 

State:  ON  Country:  Canada  Type:  Other 

A time  to  get  together  and  give  thanks  to  the  wild  strawberries, 
for  their  nourishment  and  help  they  have  given  us. 

Six  Nations  Reserve 
Telephone:  519-445-4230 


3rd  Annual  Native  American  Festival 
7/13/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Dobbs  Park  10am-6pm 
Terre  Flaute,  In 

Limited  number  of  campsites  for  Dancers  and  Traders  only. 
Native  American  Museum, 

5170  E.  Poplar  drive,  Terre  Flaute,  In 
Info:  (812)  877-6007 


1st  Annual  Woodland  Indian  Council  Powwow 
8/3/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Aug.  2 & 3 
Lieber  State  Park 
near  Colverdale,  In 
Info:  (765)589-8546 


Benefit  for  Dineh  Elders  of  Big  Mountain 
7/6/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

WHAT:  Fundraising  Benefit  for  the  Dineh  (Navajo) 

Elders  of  Big  Mountain 


WHO: 


Urban  Hawk  Singers,  Cherokee  Rose, 

Swinside  Circle,  Valiant  Scamps,  Bred  On  Deception, 
Mecolodiacs,  Zion,  Scott  Manor  Blues  Band, 

Russell  Scott  & His  Red  Hots 
WHERE:  Sacred  Grounds  Coffeehouse  - 399  W.  6th  St. 
in  San  Pedro,  CA  (on  the  corner  of  6th 
and  Mesa  Streets)  For  more  details  call 
(310)  514-2012 

WHEN:  Duly  6th,  1997  from  3pm  until  closing  (10pm) 

HOW  MUCH:  $3 


People's  Gathering 
8/10/1997 

State:  MT  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Montana  (25  miles  north  of  Chester,  Montana)  from  August  7 to  10,  1997 
sponsored  by  Spirit  Talk  Press,  The  Blackfoot  Nation,  Browning,  Montana. 

There  will  be  dancing,  singing,  art  show,  marathon  runs,  food,  and 
spiritual  tradition  seminars  about  the  spiritual  importance  of 
the  Sweet  Grass  Hills  to  the  Blackfoot  and  other  tribes  on  the  Plains. 
This  is  a family  centered  event,  and,  there  is  NO  ADMISSION  FEE. 

Bring  your  own  tent  or  tipi. 

If  you  wish  to  have  a concession  please  come  and  set  up.  Everything 
sold  must  be  of  an  American  Indian  theme  and  Indian  made.  Everyone 
must  register  with  Spirit  Talk  Press,  The  Blackfoot  Nation,  Postal 
Drawer  V,  Browning, 

Montana  59417.  Call  406-338-2882.  e-mail: 
blkfoot4@3rivers . net 

Send  a self  addressed  stamped  envelop  if  you  need  a map. 

2)  A course  entitled  Blackfoot  History  & Culture:  Ancient  to  Modern 
will  be  taught  in  a tipi  camp  settling  near  Glacier  National  Park  in 
the  Blackfoot  Nation.  The  course  can  be  taken  for  credit  from 
Flathead  Valley  Community  College,  Kalispell,  Montana.  It  is  to  be 
taught  by  Long  Standing  Bear  Chief,  member  of  the  Blackfoot  Tribe. 

Course  dates  are  from  Duly  7 to  12,  1997.  You  may  take  it  for  the  fun 
of  it  as  well  as  for  college  credit.  Everyone  must  register.  Register 
now  if  you  want  to  share  in  the  meals  featuring  selections 
of  Native  American  origin. 

Field  trips,  short  Blackfoot  language  (Taught  by  Lena  Little  Leaf), 
plant  identification,  fishing  and  much  more.  Register  NOW! ! 

Long  Standing  Bear  Chief 


Muscogee  November  Powwow 
11/9/1997 

State:  FL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
Nov  6-9 

The  North  Bay  Clan  of  the  Lower  Creek  Muscogee  tribe,  in  Panama  City, 

Florida  will  be  having  their  November  Pow-wow  Nov.  6-9,  1997.  In 

the  planning  stages  at  this  time  more  insf  will  follow.  Good  food, 

native  dancing,  storytelling,  and  handmade  gifts,  chairperson  : Mary 

Robinson  Venders;  first  come  first 

serve  only  room  for  20  . Fee  announced  later. 

for  more  inf  . write  to: 

Mary  Robinson 
P.0.  Box  10105 
Panama  City,  FI.  32404 


INDIGENOUS  LEGACIES  OF  THE  CARIBBEAN 
11/23/1997 

State:  00  Country:  Outside  North  America  Type:  Conference 


Interdisciplinary  Conference  and  Intensive  Field  Study 


November  16  to  23,  1997  in  Baraco,  Cuba  Presentation  of  Papers 
Invited 

This  international  encounter  will  explore  and  celebrate  the 
legacy  of  indigenous  peoples  of  the  Caribbean.  Participants  will 
examine  elements  of  indigenous  culture  and  history  through 
conferences,  professional  exchanges,  workshops  and  field 
observations.  The  conference  also  features  an  historic 
opportunity  for  a gathering  of  Taino  culture  from  the  eastern 
region  of  Cuba  as  well  as  Puerto  Rico  and  the  North  American 
diaspora . 

TOPICS:  - Native  Identity 

in  Place  and  Culture 

- Ecological  Adaption  in  Agriculture  and  Herbal  Medicine 

- History 

- Language  and  Literature 

- Spiritual  Traditions 

- Anthropology  and  Archeology 

- Music  and  Dances 

- Visual  Arts 

SPONSORS:  Fundacion  de  la  Naturaleza  y el  Hombre  Museo  Matachin  - 

Baracoa  American  Indian  Program  - Cornell  Eleggua  Project 
PRINCIPAL  CITIES:  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Baracoa. 

CONFERENCE  PACKAGE  INCLUDES:  Round  trip  airfare  to/from  Santiago  with 
departures  form  Toronto  (direct  flight),  Cancun,  Nassau  or  Santo  Domingo 
(arrive  Havana  with  domestic  connections  to/from  Santiago  - due  to 
undependable  flight  schedules  forced  overnights  in  Havana  in/out  may  be 
required  at  additional  cost),  7 nights  accommodation  double  occupancy  in 
air-conditioned  rooms  with  private  bath,  breakfast  and  dinner  daily, 
coordination  of  visits  and  exchanges,  conference  registration,  translators, 
local  facilitators,  ground  transportation , Cuban  visa. 

COST:  $1150  USD 

FOR  CURRICULUM  INQUIRIES:  lose  Barreiro,  E-Mail:  jeb23@cornell.edu 
FOR  REGISTRATION  AND  MORE  INFORMATION: 

Field  Studies  Coordinator,  Eleggua  Project 

TEL:  905-678-0426  FAX:  905-678-1421  E-MAIL:  cancuba@pathcom.com 


Tecumseh  lodge  37th  Annual  Labor  Day  powwow 
8/31/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Tipton  4-H  fair  grounds,  Tipton, In.  ,Info:  Barbra  Scott(317)773-4233 
or  Ray  Kappmeyer{after  6pm}(317)  745-2858 


Kee-boon-main-ka  Festival 
8/31/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Potawatomi  Indian  Nation  Inc.,  St.  Patricks  Park,  South  Bend, 
Info: (616)782-8998 


Chicago  American  Indian  Center  Powwow 
11/10/1997 

State:  IL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Nov.  8-10  Uyc  Pavilion 
1150  Harrison  St. 

Chicago, 111 
Info: (321)275-5871 


Wind,  Rain,  and  Fire  Traditional  Powwow 
10/5/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Oct .4&  5 
Idaville, IN . 


Info: (219)278-7021 


Rainbow  Dancers  Powwow 
10/5/1997 

State:  IL  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Illinois  State  Fairgrounds 
Springfield,  111. 

Info: (217)525-2698 


Trail  of  Courage  Living  History  festival 
9/21/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
Sept  20-21 

Info:  Fulton  County  Historical  Society 
(219)223-4436 


Feast  of  the  Hunters  Moon 
10/5/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
Oct. 4 & 5 

Old  River  Road,Ft.  Ouiatenon 
West  Lafayette,  In. 

Info: (765)742-8411 


10th  Annual  American  Indian  Intertribal  Assn.  Traditional  Powwow 
10/19/1997 

State:  OH  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Oct. 18-19 
Summit  Hall 
6204  N.  Summit  St. 

Toledo,  Oh. 


Festival  of  Turning  Leaves 
9/28/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
Sept  27-28 

Southwest  corner  of  Grant  St.  & St.  Road  75, 
Southwest  Edge 
Thorntown, In 

Info:  Dohn  Couch  (765)436-7485 


Grand  Valley  American  Indian  Lodge,  36th  Annual  Traditional  Powwow 
9/7/1997 

State:  MI  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
Sept  6-7 

Riverside  Park  at  Monroe  & 3rd  mile 
Grand  Rapids,  MI 
Info:  (616)  363-5573 


2nd  Annual  Blanchard  Indian  Powwow 
9/28/1997 

State:  OH  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
Sept  27-28 

Old  Millstream  Fairgrounds 
Findlay,  Ohio 
Dance  Contests 
Info: (419)894-6927 


3rd  Annual  Powwow 
7/13/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Indiana  Indian  Movement 
Perry  County  4-H  fairgrounds 
Tell  City, In 
Southern  Protocol 
Info: (812)  836-2014 


"Spirit  of  Peace"  Crown  City  Powwow 
8/3/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
Aug. 1-3 

Dunkirk  City  Park,  Dunkirk,  In 

Stomp  Dances  in  the  Tipi  village  following  the  last  dance  on  Sat.  night. 
Info  and  reservations  for  Tipi  set  up 
Contact  :Dane  Scott  (765)768-6462 
General  info:Dim  Donnelly  (317)356-5187 


3rd  Annual  Native  American  Festival 
7/13/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Dobbs  Park  10am-6pm 
Terre  Haute,  In 

limited  number  of  campsites  for  Dancers  and  Traders  only. 
Native  American  Museum, 

5170  E.  Poplar  drive,  Terre  Haute,  In 
Info:  (812)  877-6007 


1997  Gathering  of  People 
7/27/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Kekionga  Native  American  Alliance 
Fort  Wayne  ,In 
Info: (219)459-2112 
or(219)483-4700 


From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 

Sub  j : U/IN-3rd  Annual  Native  American  Festival 

Date:  28  Dun  1997  11:12:35  -0400 

This  NEW  event  listing  has  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native 
Events  Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


Date:  Sun,  29  Dun  1997  09:53:01  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol . com 

Sub j : Pow  Wow  Schedule — from  all  over! 

Sub j : NASC:  Community  Calendar Keeping  our  Culture  alive 

ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ r\j  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ 

Folks,  this  data  has  been  forwarded  to  the  NASC  to  share  with  you. 

The  Community  Calendar  is  the  current  POW  WOW  listing  in  order  by  date. 

If  you  know  of  a PowWow  that  is  not  on  this  listing  - please 

send  the  information  directly  to 

Takkonl@aol.com. 

Help  keep  our  culture  alive. 

~< >~//\/\/\\~<>~  NASC  MAILING~<>~//\/\/\\~<>~ 

Community  Calender  {S  PowWow} 

Powwow  Schedule 

Below  is  a list  of  major  powwows  that  occur  annually  throughout  the  states. 


Please  call  ahead  to  verify  time  and  location. 


Dune  30-Duly  3 

17th  Annual  Cultural  Curriculum  Development  Workshop 
Poison  ,Montana 

Huly  2-4 

Annual  kiowa  Gourd  Clan  Powwow  and  Celebration 
Carnegie,  OK. 

Huly  3-6 

2nd  Annual  Ktaqmkuk  Mi'kmaq  Traditional  Powwow 
Canada 

info:  Tammy  Drew  (709)882-2470  or  (709)882-2040 
Huly  3-8 

98th  Annual  Arlee  4th  Duly  Celebration 

Arlee  Powwow  Grounds 

Flathead  Rez 

Info  : (406)675-2700 


Duly4-6 

2nd  Annual  Walnut  Valley  Inter-Tribal  Powwow 
Cowley  Co.  Fairgrounds 
Winfeild, Kansas 

Info:  Robert  Hyatt(316)221-9372 
or  E-mail:  Liaison@brigadoon.com 

Duly  4-6 

Fourth  of  Duly  Powwow 
Cherokee,  N.C. 

Info: Eddie  Swimmer(704)497-3028 

Daniel  Tramper  (704)497-2363 

Keredith  or  Loyd  Yellowbird  (704)  497-4837 

Duly  4-6 

Chumash  Intertribal  Powwow 
Santa  Inez,  CA 
Info: (916)858-2421 

Duly  4-6 

4th  of  Duly  Hoop  Valley  Celebration  Powwow 
Hoopa  CA. 

info: (916)625-4211 
Duly  4-6 

Pechanga  2nd  Annual  Powwow 
Pechanga  Casino 
Temecula,CA 

Info  : Norman  Green(213)224-1739 
Duly  4-6 

Fort  Kipp  Celebration 
Fort  Kipp  Montana 
Info: (406)786-3369 

Duly  4-6 

North  Country's  Inter-tribal  Powwow  and  tipi  Gathering 
Clinton  Fairgrounds 
Clinton,  Me. 

info:  (207)938-4382  {8am  -8pm} 

Free  oF  charge  to  all  Native  Americans 


Duly  4-6 

Native  American  Powwow 


Garret  county  Fairgrounds 
McHenry,  Maryland 

Adults  5$  Seniors  4$  Children  5-12  3$ 


July  5 & 6 

Honoring  the  Creator  Powwow 
Pious  X high  school  Football  field 
Downey,  CA. 

Info:  Rosalind (909)988-8636 
July  7 

Kanatsiohareke  Strawberry  Festival 
Kanatsiohareke,  N.Y. 

July  7-12 

Blackfeet  History  and  Culture{History  to  Modern} 

Glacier  National  Park  {on  Rez} 
info:  (406)338-2882 

July  10-13 

Blackfeet  Nation's  46th  Annual  North  American  Indian  Days 
Cheyenne,  Wy. 

Info: 1-800-227-6336 
July  12  & 13 

5th  Annual  Native  American  Cultural  Weekend 
Twin  Mountain,  N.H. 

Info:  lodging: 1-800-245-Twin 
organizer : Nancy (603) 869 -3326 

Second  weekend  of  Duly 

Annual  Black  Hills  Powwow  and  Indian  Art  Market 
Rushmore  Plaza  Civic  Center 
Rapid  City,  S.D. 

Info  : (605)341-0925 

July  11-13 

Native  American  Powwow 

Off  of  route  30  in  Downriver  Golf  Course 
Everette,  Pa. 

Adults5$,  Seniors4$  children  5-12  3$ 

July  12  & 13 

4th  Annual  American  Indians  Festival 
Reading,  PA. 

Sat . 11am -5pm, Sun 12pm -5 pm 

July  12  & 13 
Kateri  Circle  Powwow 
Loyola  Marymount  University 
Los  AngeleSjCA. 

Info: (213)637-7263 

July  12  & 13 

Los  Angeles  Native  American  Youth  Council  Traditional  Powwow 
Franklin  Canyon  Park 
2600  Franklin  Canyon  Dr. 

Beverly  Hills,  CA. 

Info  : (213)257-2246 


Duly  12-13 

3rd  Annual  Powwow, Indian  Indian  Movement 
Perry  County  4-H  fairgrounds 
Tell  City,  In 
Southern  Protocol, 

Benefits  for  Native  American  People 


Info: (812)836-2014 
Duly  13 

2nd  Annual  Kootenay  Music  Festival 
Lake  Kootenay 

southeastern  BC.l  hour  east  of  Nelson 
info:  (250)354-1984 

Duly  17-20 

Red  Nations  Gathering  '97  Inter-tribal  Powwow  & Cultural  Expo 
Clarksville,  GA 

Info:  Tsali  Thurmond  (706)746-2448 

or  hhtp: //members . aol . com/~chiefwolf/rednat . html 

Duly  18-20 

45th  Annual  Comanche  Homecoming  Celebration 
Sultan  Park  {1/2  miles  north  of  Walters,OK} 

Duly  18-20 

3rd  Annual  All  Nations  Powwow 
Los  Vaqueros  rodeo  arena 
Big  Bear  City,  CA 
Info:  Trudy  Crumb(909) 584-2158 

Duly  19 

26th  Annual  Artist  and  Craftsman  show 
San  Ildefonso  Pueblo, N.M. 

Duly  19  & 20 

4th  Annual  Halifax  Area  Traditional  Native  american  festival 
Lake  Tobias  Wildlife  Park 
Halifax, Pa . 

addm. Adults :4$  Children  underl2  2$ 

Info:  Faith  Miller(717)362-3595 
Rain  Bear(717)627-1077 

Duly  19  & 20 
Festival  Of  Centuries 
Liverpool,  N.Y. 

10am  -5pm  both  days 

Duly  19  & 20 

Redbird's  Children  of  Many  Colors  Powwow 
Moorpark  College 
7075  Campus  Rd . 

Moorpark,CA 
Info: (818)775-3920 

3rd  Weekend  Cheyenne  Frontier  Days 
Cheyenne,  Wy. 

Info  : 1-800-277-6336 


Duly  19  & 20 


Native  American  Powwow 
Rain  or  Shine 

Off  of  Old  Route  22  in  Kutztown  Pa. 
Adults  $5,  Seniors  4$  , Children  5-12 


3$ 


3rd  weekend  of  Duly 
Flandreau  Santee  sioux  Powwow 
Flandeau 

Info: (605)997-3891 


Duly  22 

Ellis  County  Fair  Inter-Tribal  Powwow 


Hayes  Kansas 
Duly  24 

Banking  in  Indian  Country  Conference 
Washington, D.C. 

Info  : (202)874-3520 

or  hhtp: //occ.treas .gov/event s/indi an. html 
July  25-27 

1st  Annual  Arts, Crafts  & Trade  Show 
GrandfeildjOk. 

Info:  Cindy  & Dames  lack  (405)479-3109 
Neval  & Lisa  (405)  479-5748 
or  e-mail:  BEARFACTS@NITS-ONLINE.NET 

Duly  25-27 

4th  Annual  Bitterroot  Valley  Powwow 
historic  Daily  mansions  Grounds 
Hamilton,  Montana 
Info:  Robert a (406) 3 63 -0012 

Addm:  family  of  fourl5$,  general  5$,  Elders{55&  Up}  3$ 
Children{5&  under}  free 

Duly  25-27 

Honor  the  Fire  Keepers  Traditional  Powwow 
Lake  Geneva,Wi 

Fri  opens  at  6pm,  Sat  & Sun  10am 

Addm.:Family  12$,Seniors  5$,ages  6-16  3$  5&  under  free 
Duly  26-27 

Crown  City  Powwow  "Spirit  of  Peace" 

Dunkirk  City  Park 
Dunkirk,  In 

Info  : (219)459-2112  or  (219)483-4700 
Duly  26  & 27 

Gathering  of  the  People  Powwow 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

info  : (219)459-2112  or  (219)483-4700 

Aug. 1-3 

29th  Annual  Southern  Ca.  Indian  Center  Powwow 
Orange  County  Fairgrounds 
Costa  Mesa,  Ca. 

Info  : (714)663-1102 

Aug.  1-3 

Northern  Cherokee  Powwow 

3 miles  east  of  Clinton, Mo.  Watch  for  signs 
Info:  Chief  Grey  owl  Griggs(816)885-7779 
or  E-Mail:  buzz@smartnet.net 


Aug. 1-3 

Annual  Gathering  and  Native  American  Craft  Show 
Lake  Lucy  Campgrounds 
Lake  Lucy,  Pa. 


Aug. 1-3 

Crown  City  Powwow  "Spirit  of  Peace" 

Dunkirk  City  Park, 

Dunkirk,  In. 

Info  and  Reservations  :Dane  Scott(317)356-5187 
General  Info:Dim  Donnelly(317)356-5187 


Aug. 2 & 3 


1st  Annual  Woodland  Indian  Council  Powwow 
Lieben  State  Park 
{near}  Cloverdale,  In. 

Info  : (765)589-8546 

Aug. 2 &3 

American  Indian  Society  31st  Anniversary  Celebration  Powwow 
Urbana,  Maryland 

Donations:  Adults  5$  Seniors  and  children6-12  2$ 


Aug.  2 & 3 

1st  full  weekend  of  Aug. 

Oglala  Nation  Powwow  and  Rodeo 
Pine  Ridge, 

Info: (605)867-5821 


1st  Full  Weekend  of  Aug. 
Fort  Randall  Powwow 
Lake  Andes 
info: (605)384-3641 


Aug.  8-10 
Hays  Powwow, 

Hays  Montana 
Info:  (406)358-2205 


Aug.  9-10 

Miami  Indiana  Powwow 
Columbia  City,  In 

Info:  Chamber  of  commerce  at  Columbia  city 
^Columbia  city.org. 


Aug.  9 & 10 

First  American  Cultural  festival 

Oneida  Nations  Lands{Exit  34  of  the  New  York  state  Thruway 
{1-90} 

Canastota,  N.Y. 


2nd  Weekend  of  Aug. 
Lower  Brule  Powwow 
Lower  Brule 


Info:  (605)473-5561 


Aug. 12 

Gallup  Intertribal  Ceremonial  Powwow 
Contact:  3oe  Shunkamolah 
P.O.  Box  1 

Church  Rock,  N.M.  87311 
(505)863-3896 


Aug. 16-17 

American  Indian  Council  15th  Annual  Traditional  Powwow 
Boone  County  Fairgrounds 
Lebanon,  In 

Info:  N . Malaterre(765)482-3315  or 
S Deem  (317)545-5057 

Aug.  23  & 24 

5th  Annual  Powwow  sponsored  by  AICEC 

Sonoma  county  fairgrounds 

Santa  Rosa,  Ca 

Info: (707)869-8233  or 

Write:  A.I.C.E.C. 

P.O.BOX  8581  Santa  Rosa,  Ca.  95407 


3rd  Weekend  of  Aug. 

Annual  Rosebud  Fair  and  Powwow 

Rosebud,  S.D. 

info  : (605)747-2381 

3rd  weekend  of  Aug. 

Crow  Fair  and  Rodeo 
Crow  Agency,  Montana 
Info:  (406)638-2601 

Aug  26-28 

National  Indian  Gaming  Assoc.  Convention  & Trade  Show 
Minneapolis,  Mi 
Info: (605)747-2381 

Aug  29 

Stockton  Community  Powwow{titleIX} 

Stockton,  Ca 

Aug  30  &31 

Kee-Boon-Main-Ka  Festival, 

Potawatomi  Indian  Nation  Inc. 

St.  Patrick  Park 
South  Bend,  In. 

Info: (616)782-8998 

Aug.  30  & 31 

Tecumseh  Lodge  37th  Annual  labor  Day  Powwow 
Tipton  4 - H Fairgrounds, 

Tipton,  In. 

Info:  Barbra  Scott(317)773-4233  or 
Ray  Kappmeyer(317)  745-2858{after  6pm} 

Aug.  30-Septl 

15th  Annual  Labor  Day  Weekend  Powwow 
Heimat  Flaus 

Rt.104.  4555  lackson  Pike  Grove  City,  OH 

Info: Native  American  Indian  Center  of  Central  Ohio 

(616)363-5573 

Mt.  Kearsarge  Indian  Museum 
Kearsage  Mountain  Rd. 

P.O.Box  142 

Warner,N.H.  03278-0142 
Info:  (603)456-2600 

{S  Gather} 

Help  keep  our  culture  alive  by  attending  these  events. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop:  Crow/LITS,  Alice  McCombs 
John  Cheek/National  Indian  Education  Association  via  John  Berry,  Ed  Denson, 
Christina  Meckel,  leff  Armstrong,  Reinhard  Trink,  Doe  Campagna,  Larry  Innes 
Barbara  Landis,  Danet  Smith,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 
Larry  Kibby,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Walter  Epp,  William  M.  Havens,  Mary  Scriver, 
Alan  Dixon/Peace  Brigade  International,  Native  Forest  Network-ENA,  Ishgooda 
Florida  Indian  Alliance(Press  Release),  Peter  Schwarzbauer,  Elaine  Flattery 


Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 


via  the  NATIVE-L  on  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 


"RE ; Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  3 Duly  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Fri,  23  May  1997  17:47:24  +0000 
From:  ien@igc.apc.org  (Tom  Goldtooth) 

Sub j : Indigenous  Women's  Conference  broadcast  via  the  Internet 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

LIVE  INTERNET  BROADCASTS  SCHEDULED  FOR  THE  INDIGENOUS  WOMEN'S  NETWORK 
CONFERENCE  AND  THE  INDIGENOUS  ENVIRONMENTAL  NETWORK  GATHERING. 

IEN  CONFERENCE  SCHEDULED  FOR  AUGUST  4-7,  1997 

The  8th  Annual  IEN  Protecting  Mother  Earth  Conference  will  be 
held  at  the  Fort  Belknap  Indian  reservation,  August  4-7,  1997. 

This  Turtle  Island  Indigenous  grassroots  gathering  is  co-hosted  by 
the  White  Clay  Society  and  Buffalo  Chasers  Society  and  supported  by 
the  Fort  Belknap  Indian  Community. 

Theme:  "The  Mountains  Are  The  Heart  of  The  People."  A 
campout  gathering,  day  care  provided,  meals  provided,  bring  your 
tipi's,  youth  events,  workshops  and  trainings  on  environmental 
protection  and  protection  of  our  sacred  sites  and  natural 
resources,  renewable  energy  and  traditional  ecological  knowledge, 
issues  of  nuclear,  toxic,  clearcutting,  water  and  air  quality  and 
persistent  organic  pollutants. 

Fort  Belknap  Hays  Community  Contest  Pow-Wow,  August  8-10,  1997 
(at  the  same  conference  site). 

For  more  information:  Fort  Belknap  Tribal  Environmental  Office, 
1-800-859-2794,  ext. 429,  or  IEN  National  Office,  (218)  751-4967. 
conference  info  on  web  site:  http://www.alphacdc.com/ien 

Related  to  the  message  below,  LIVE  Internet  broadcasts  will  be 
conducted  at  the  IEN  conference  in  August  as  well  as  the  IWN 
conference  listed  below. 

The  Honor  the  Earth  campaign  is  a joint  project  of  the  Seventh 
Generation  Fund,  Indigenous  Women's  Network  and  Indigenous  Environmental 
Network. For  more  info  on  the  HTE  Campaign:  http://www.honorearth.com 

"RE : Hydro-Quebec  Bulletin"  

Date:  Wed,  25  Dun  1997  07:11:24  -0700 

From:  nfnena@igc.apc.org  (Native  Forest  Network-ENA) 

Sub j : Hydro-Quebec  bulletin 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

[ Some  vowels,  apparently  accented  in  the  original  text,  representing 
French  names,  may  be  missing  in  the  following  text.  These  letters 
were  probably  dropped  by  software  somewhere  along  the  path  between 
the  sender  and  the  NativeNet  system. 

For  the  information  of  those  of  you  who  may  be  new  to  the  NATIVE-L 
list  and/or  Native  rights  struggles,  you  should  know  that  there  have 
been  intense  struggles  by  aboriginal  people  in  Quebec  during  the 
past  several  decades  to  assert  their  own  rights  in  the  matter  of  the 
damming  of  rivers  to  build  hydroelectric  projects  in  that  province 
of  Canada.  Materials  are  available  in  the  NativeNet  archives  that 
provide  an  account  of  those  struggles.  When  I get  a chance.  I'll 
try  to  produce  a better  directory  to  those  background  materials. 


--Gary  (gst@gnosys.svle.ma. us)  ] 


To:  Hydro  activist  list  <energie@netaxis . qc . ca> 

From:  Tom  Holzinger  <t . holzinger@netaxis . qc . ca> 

Friends:  this  letter  was  sent  this  morning  to  numerous  friends 
and  colleagues  in  the  United  States  and  the  rest  of  Canada. 

Tom 

Montreal,  24  Dune  1997 

Dear  Fellow  Environmentalists, 

As  you  know,  here  in  Quebec  we  have  recently  entered  a period 
of  crisis  with  Hydro-Quebec  and  Quebec's  Ministry  of  Natural 
Resources.  These  agencies  wish  to  leap  headlong  into  the  newly 
deregulated  American  market  for  electricity,  including  greatly 
expanding  electricity  production  for  export.  This  expansion  is 
almost  entirely  predicated  on  damming  and  diverting  more  rivers, 
here  in  Quebec  and  in  Labrador. 

This  letter  describes  the  most  urgent  threat,  that  of  additional 
near-term  diversions  into  existing  hydroelectric  facilities.  For 
those  of  you  in  the  rest  of  Canada  and  the  United  States,  it  is 
suggested  that  you  act  immediately  in  solidarity  by  faxing  to  our 
Environment  Minister  opposing  the  diversions  of  the  Carheil  and 
Aux  Pekans  rivers,  as  he  is  under  pressure  to  authorize  them  as 
early  as  the  first  week  of  Duly. 

To  obtain  further  information,  please  contact  me  or  the  person 
who  has  forwarded  this  bulletin  to  you.  Thank  you. 

For  the  earth, 

Tom 

Tom  Holzinger  tel  514-271-0564 

5160  Deanne-Mance  fax  514-271-0564 

Montreal,  Quebec  e-mail:  t . holzinger@netaxis . qc . ca 

Canada  H2V  4K1  coalition:  energie@netaxis . qc . ca 

BACKGROUND  TO  OUR  URGENT  SITUATION  IN  QUEBEC 
This  year  has  seen  Hydro-Quebec  mount  a full-scale  offensive 
for  more  hydro  generation.  Under  the  leadership  of  Andre  Caille, 
appointed  nine  months  ago,  the  state-owned  utility  company  has 
made  a 180-degree  turn  towards  the  American  export  market  and  has 
revived  many  of  the  hydro  projects  that  had  been  put  on  ice  with 
the  emergence  of  regional  electricity  surpluses  in  the  early  90s. 

In  1997  alone  there  have  been  the  following  developments: 

HQ  and  the  Quebec  Government  have  cooperated  on  a new  law  (Bill  50) 
and  new  regulations  under  the  Hydro-Quebec  Act  that  mirror  the 
provisions  of  FERC's  Order  888,  thus  allowing  third-party  access 
to  HQ's  transmission  lines,  and  permitting  a very  limited  degree 
of  wholesale  competition  in  Quebec.  (Since  HQ  controls  virtually 
all  retail  distribution  of  electricity  in  Quebec,  only  3%  of 
Quebec's  market  was  in  fact  opened  to  competition.)  The  explicit 
purpose  of  these  regulations  was  to  gain  FERC  approval  for  HQ's 
unregulated  exports  to  the  U.S.;  in  fact,  they  were  adopted  in 
total  secrecy,  without  even  the  standard  60-day  comment  period 
before  regulations  take  effect. 

Hydro-Quebec's  FERC  application  via  its  subsidiary  H.Q.  Energy  Services 
(U.S.)  Inc.  has  been  partially  approved;  it  is  presently  under 
scrutiny  to  see  if  it  meets  FERC's  "market  power"  test  of  not  being 
too  dominating  a player.  In  the  meantime  HQ  not  only  continues  to 
sell  a high  volume  of  contract  and  spot  electricity  under  its  old 
arrangements  but  also  has  signed  five  new  contracts  whose  terms 
remain  secret,  i.e.  it  is  not  known  when  deliveries  are  to  begin, 
for  how  long,  for  what  amounts,  at  what  price.  The  purchasers  are 
Long  Island  Lighting  Company,  Montaup  Electric  Company,  Boston 
Edison  Company,  United  Illuminating  Company,  and  Central  Maine  Power 
Company;  the  government  decrees  ratifying  these  contracts  were  all 


issued  between  December  1996  and  April  1997. 

In  addition,  HQ  has  also  acquired  a controlling  interest  in  a natural 
gas  holding  company,  Noverco,  that  owns  the  principal  natural  gas 
suppliers  and  retailers  in  Quebec  and  parts  of  New  England.  Mr. 

Caille  rose  to  prominence  as  the  CEO  of  Gaz  Metropolitain,  the 
largest  Noverco  operating  subsidiary,  before  being  appointed  to 
HQ.  He  has  justified  this  purchase  by  invoking  the  trend  toward 
"convergence"  of  electricity  and  gas;  the  anticompetitive  aspects 
of  the  acquisition  in  Quebec  have  been  largely  ignored. 

The  Quebec  government  has  set  up  a new  Regie  de  l'energie  (Energy 
Board)  to  oversee  all  future  public  and  private  activities  in  the 
production,  transmission,  distribution,  and  marketing  of  electricity 
and  natural  gas.  This  board  of  seven  appointed  members  was  named  at 
the  beginning  of  Dune  and  will  begin  its  public  work  in  September. 

The  only  commissioner  expected  to  promote  environmental  protection 
is  Francois  Tanguay,  the  ex-director  of  Greenpeace  Quebec,  whereas 
most  the  others  are  expected  to  take  a dollars-and-cents  view.  The 
chairman  is  reportedly  a close  personal  friend  of  Andre  Caille,  and 
served  on  the  Board  of  Gaz  Metropolitain  when  Mr.  Caille  was  CEO. 

One  board  member  was  previously  employed  by  Hydro-Quebec;  another 
was  for  many  years  in  charge  of  electricity  rates  at  the  Ministry 
of  Natural  Resources  and  more  recently  worked  in  the  office  of 
Premier  Lucien  Bouchard.  The  Regie  has  wide-ranging  powers  to 
regulate  retail  prices,  exports,  investments,  and  investment 
priorities,  and  it  is  also  mandated  to  advise  the  government  on 
the  further  deregulation  and  restructuring  of  Hydro-Quebec.  Its 
decisions  are  final  and  are  not  subject  to  judicial  review. 

HQ  has  announced  a commercial  orientation,  including  a renewed 
emphasis  on  both  sales  and  profitability.  Mr.  Caille  has  detailed 
a goal  of  earning  a yield  on  investment  of  11%  and  has  promised 
to  provide  the  government  with  a dividend  of  some  $400  million  i 
n 1997.  He  has  not  asked  for  new  rate  hikes,  but  he  continues  to 
cut  costs  and  to  look  for  new  sources  of  revenue.  He  has  revised 
the  mandate  of  HQ  from  being  the  secure  fountainhead  of  Quebec 
electricity  to  being  a wide-ranging  commercial  (and  risk-taking) 
enterprise  on  the  large  North  American  playing  field.  He  has 
announced  the  goal  of  making  HQ  one  of  the  five  major  energy 
companies  in  North  America,  on  the  scale  of  Enron  and  Duke/PanEnergy . 
He  has  spoken  of  export  revenues  in  the  billions  of  dollars  and 
of  overcoming  transmission  constraints  by  purchasing  equity 
interests  in  U.S.  transmission-owning  companies,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  building  of  new  lines.  To  feed  these  new  exports, 
he  has  spoken  of  massive  new  hydro  construction  in  Quebec  and 
rumours  abound  of  another  Churchill  Falls  complex  in  Labrador/ 
Newfoundland,  though  specific  plans  (apart  from  the  river 
diversions  discussed  below)  will  not  be  known  until  September. 

He  has  also  mentioned  the  desirability  of  building  gas  generators 
in  the  USA,  using  HQ's  new  acquisition  Noverco  to  supply  the  fuel. 

HQ  continues,  however,  to  take  one  specific  risk  in  its  daily 
operations  that  startles  all  observers  --  it  "turbines"  more 
water  during  the  course  of  the  year  than  flows  into  its 
reservoirs,  thus  steadily  drawing  down  its  reserves.  Because  of 
four  consecutive  years  of  below-average  rainfall  and  snowfall, 
its  current  electricity  exports  are  in  effect  being  borrowed 
against  uncertain  future  inflows.  Quebec  may  well  live  to  regret 
this  gamble.  The  pattern  of  risk-bearing  exports  began  in  Danuary 
1994  and  has  continued  until  recently  with  minimal  public  comment. 

Le  Devoir,  an  influential  newspaper,  recently  published  figures 
indicating  that  current  reserves  are  well  below  the  danger  level. 

Last  week  another  paper  reported  that  the  Manic-5  generating 
station  is  now  largely  idle  because  of  a lack  of  water.  In  public, 
Hydro-Quebec  has  recently  begun  to  refuse  to  give  out  information 
concerning  its  water  reserves,  on  the  grounds  that  this  is 
"commercial  information"  that  might  be  useful  to  its  competitors. 

It  is  known,  however,  that  in  the  first  three  months  of  1997  it 


actually  increased  exports  to  5 TWh,  one  of  the  highest  quarterly 
figures  on  record.  It  is  not  known  whether  HQ  has  informed  either 
its  export  customers  or  its  investment  bankers  of  the  accompanying 
risk.  (Under  a strict  interpretation  of  NAFTA  rules,  if  HQ  were  to 
curtail  supplies  due  to  drought,  it  would  probably  be  obliged  to 
cut  both  its  Quebec  and  American  deliveries  by  the  same  proportion, 
a NAFTA  provision  which  has  never  been  tested  and  a potential 
outcome  of  which  most  Quebecers  are  quite  unaware.) 

HQ  has  become  very  aggressive  about  acquiring  additional  water  for  its 
existing  reservoirs  and  for  the  Sainte-Marguerite-3  dam  now  under 
construction.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  it  has  announced  plans 
to  divert  no  fewer  than  eight  rivers  into  four  separate  reservoirs. 

THE  BERSIMIS  REGION 

The  first  proposals  are  for  diversions  of  the  Portneuf,  Manouane, 
Sault-aux-Cochons,  and  Boucher  rivers  into  existing  dams  of  the 
Bersimis  and  Aux  Outardes  complexes,  all  in  the  same  region  north 
of  Lac  St-lean.  Hydro-Quebec  submitted  detailed  plans  to  the 
government  early  in  the  year  without  making  them  public,  and  neither 
HQ's  CEO  Caille  nor  the  Minister  of  Natural  Resources  Guy  Chevrette 
acknowledged  them  to  the  parliamentary  oversight  committee  that  met 
in  April.  At  that  time  these  officials  mentioned  only  the 
"optimization"  of  an  existing  project.  It  has  since  emerged  (via 
Quebec's  Freedom  of  Information  Act)  that  all  four  proposals  state 
explicitly  that  the  additional  energy  is  "to  take  advantage  of  the 
growing  opportunities  of  the  American  export  market".  This  marks 
the  first  time  that  HQ  has  justified  environmental  impacts  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  exports. 

Furthermore,  HQ  wants  to  dispense  with  environmental  hearings. 

(A  river  diversion,  though  not  as  irreversible  as  a dam,  is  more 
devastating  to  the  downstream  region,  since  the  riverbed  below 
a diversion  may  be  virtually  dry.)  Instead,  it  has  proposed  to 
overcome  local  opposition  by  offering  a 2%  annual  revenue  share 
to  the  affected  county  council.  (Note  below  that  revenue  sharing 
instead  of  one-time  compensation  will  probably  be  offered  to  the 
lames  Bay  Cree  as  well,  for  the  proposed  further  environmental 
damage  to  their  territory.)  There  are  also  Innu  communities  in 
the  Bersimis/Outardes  region,  and  HQ  is  undertaking  negotiations 
with  them,  in  the  hope  of  circumventing  public  hearings.  Under  the 
law,  avoiding  hearings  should  not  be  possible,  since  Quebec's 
Environmental  Quality  Act  gives  any  citizen  the  right  to  request 
them,  but  the  Environment  Ministry  has  made  it  a practice  to  dismiss 
as  "frivolous"  any  request  coming  from  individuals  who  do  not  live 
in  the  region  directly  affected  by  the  project.  (This  practice  was 
denounced  by  the  Doyon  Commission  of  inquiry,  whose  report  in  1996 
was  a major  indictment  of  the  government  and  HQ  of  complicity  with 
private  promoters). 

The  diversions  would  deal  a direct  blow  to  a number  of  downstream 

commercial  interests,  among  them  several  independent  power  producers. 
The  owners  of  private  dams  on  two  of  these  four  rivers  include  Alcan, 
the  major  aluminum  corporation.  Hydro-Quebec  would  compensate  these 
owners  for  their  lost  electricity  generation.  Although  HQ  would  gain 
no  capacity  (its  peak  power  would  remain  unchanged),  it  might  gain 
as  much  as  1.2  terawatt-hours  annually  in  total  energy.  As  the  capital 
cost  of  the  diversions  is  estimated  at  $100  million,  amortized  over 
20  years,  the  immediate  dollar  cost  of  this  additional  energy  is 
seemingly  very  low,  low  enough  to  reward  HQ  for  overcoming  the 
environmental  and  political  obstacles  described  above.  Because  the 
timetable  submitted  to  the  government  includes  no  months  allocated  to 
public  review,  HQ  hopes  to  complete  the  Portneuf  and  Sault-aux-Cochons 
diversions  by  November  next  year  (!),  with  Boucher  following  in  2001 
and  Manouane  in  2002. 

Although  the  authorization  process  for  these  diversions  has  not  been 
announced,  there  has  already  been  public  bickering  between  the 
Minister  of  Natural  Resources  Guy  Chevrette  and  the  Minister  of  the 
Environment  David  Cliche.  As  far  as  possible,  Mr.  Chevrette  and  HQ 


want  these  and  similar  hydro  projects  to  be  examined  only  by  the 
new  Regie  de  l'energie  (Energy  Board)  and  not  by  the  B.A.P.E. 
(Quebec's  environmental  review  office).  Mr.  Cliche  recently  vetoed 
a private  sector  proposal  to  harness  a well-known  waterfalls  on  the 
Chaudiere  River,  and  he  has  supported  the  Heritage  Rivers  project 
to  identify  and  classify  those  rivers  to  be  saved  from  commercial 
development.  While  Mr.  Cliche  may  be  a tactical  ally,  his  instincts 
are  political,  and  the  experience  of  the  environmental  movement  is 
that  he  cannot  be  rel 


From  gans@netcom.com  Sat  Dul  26  05:01:44  1997 
Date:  Tue,  8 Dul  1997  22:28:42  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.028 


' ) / / ')  / /)'))/  ) / ' ) ) / ) 

/ / / / / / /--/  III  / III 

(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / / (_  ( / ' 0 

, , 0 o 0 

I ')//)')  II  ' 0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  VOLUME  05,  ISSUE  028  0 o o o o 0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , 12  Duly  1997  0 o 0 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 o 0 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  H-Review,  TN  Indian  Affairs, 
Triballaw  & Native-L  listsjNewsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native; 
UUCP  email;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 


While  I speak,  be  kind  and  patient.  I have  to  speak  for  my  people,  who 
are  numerous,  and  who  rely  upon  me  to  follow  the  course  which  in  the 
future  will  tend  to  their  good.  The  Plains  are  large  and  wide.  We  are 
the  children  of  the  plains,  it  is  our  home,  and  the  buffalo  have  been 
our  food  always." 

Chief  Crowfoot,  Blackfoot 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  \ 

\ ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 


[ of  the  Republic  | 

I and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  j 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  ! 
j States  Constitution,  f 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


ional  Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  week  I had  a message  shared  with  me  that  was  truly  beautiful.  It  was 
sent  by  a young  mixed-blood  Blackfoot  girl,  who  had  been  brought  into  a 
healing  ceremony  after  physicians  had  given  up  on  her. 

She  lives  in  one  of  the  many  urban  metro  areas,  but  spoke  only  of  how  she 
looks  at  the  clouds  and  finds  the  great  turtle  and  other  guides  from  stories 
she  was  given.  She  speaks  of  how  she  steams  up  the  shower,  because  it  is  as 
close  to  a sacred  lodge  as  she  can  create  in  the  city,  and  there  she  offers 
her  prayers  of  thanks. 

I share  this  with  you  to  remind  you  that  our  youth  guard  the  portals  of 
our  future  just  as  surely  as  we  guard  theirs.  Let  this  young  girl  rekindle 
your  resolve  to  prepare  a place  for  our  youth. 

I have  Deff  Armstrong  < jarm@paulbunyan . net>  to  thank  for  the  addition 
to  the  banner  of  Ojibwe  words,  leff  writes: 

Dear  Gary: 

In  response  to  your  request,  I received  the  following  translation  from  a 
Leech  Lake  elder: 

ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  is  Ojibwe  for  "we  are  talking  about  ourselves." 

I have  worked  about  3 years  each  with  the  Circle  newspaper  in 
Minneapolis  and  the  Native  American  Press/Ojibwe  News. 

I have  stated  many  times  it  is  always  an  honor  to  add  words  expressing 
the  intent  of  this  newsletter  in  any  language  of  the  First  People  of  Turtle 
Island  to  the  banner.  If  the  first  page  is  all  banner  stating  "News  of/for 
The  People"  in  Native  tongues,  it  is  far  more  beautiful  and  honorable  than 
one  pristine  line  in  the  language  of  the  occupation  forces. 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

7.25.1975  Andrew  Paul  Stewart  - nephew  of  AIM  spiritual  leader  Leonard 
Crow  Dog,  killed  by  Goons  on  Pine  Ridge. 

No  investigation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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- Letter  to  WalMart 
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"RE : Peltier  Medical  Update"  

Date:  Thu,  3 3ul  97  08:18:24  GMT 

From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

Sub j : Peltier  Medical  Update  7/3 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  LPDC  has  learned  that  Leonard  Peltier  does  NOT  have  any  strain  of  the 
hepatitis  virus.  Some  time  ago,  a physician's  assistant  told  him  that  tests 
done  months  prior  had  been  "misread"  by  the  doctor  who  informed  Leonard  at 
that  time  that  he  was  in  fairly  good  health.  This  physician's  assistant 
insisted  that  Leonard  had  hepatitis  b and  convinced  him  that  the  disease 
would  kill  him  and  that  it  was  untreatable.  This,  of  course,  caused  Leonard 
a great  deal  of  mental  and  emotional  anguish.  NO  NEW  BLOOD  TEST  WAS  ORDERED 
AT  THAT  TIME! 

Due  to  a tremendous  amount  of  pressure  by  concerned  citizens,  a new  blood 
test  was  finally  ordered. 

We  may  be  glad  to  know  that  Leonard  does  not  have  this  disease.  But  we 
must  remember  that  prison  staff  continue  to  torture  and  harass  him  with 
false  information,  phone  suspensions  etc.  That  is  why  it  is  MOST  IMPORTANT 
for  ALL  INVOLVED  to  continue  to  put  pressure  on  the  President  to  grant  the 
clemency  request.  Also,  we  MUST  continue  to  contact  our  elected 
representatives  and  urge  them  to  support  oversight  hearings  AND  to  voice 
that  support  to  Senators  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  and  Daniel  Inouye. 

On  October  21-22,  the  LPDC  and  LPFC  will  host  a LOBBY  CAMPAIGN  in 
Washington,  DC.  We  need  YOU  to  join  us  there  in  visiting  our  elected 
officials,  distributing  important  information  and  generating  new  support. 

For  more  information  contact  LPDC  at  913-842-5774  or  at  lpdc@idir.net 

"RE;  Peltier:  Oversight  Hearings"  

Date:  Mon,  7 Dul  1997  04:56:13  -0800 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Peltier:  Oversight  Hearings 

Forwarded  message 
From:  ishgooda@tdi.net 
Date:  Sat,  05  Dul  1997  16:50:45  -0400 

I am  assuming  that  you  all  received  the  letter  that  I forwarded  yesterday 
from  the  LPDC,  that  stated  that  Leonard's  hepatitis  test  results  came  back 
negative.  This  is  terrific  news... but  shows  what  type  of  mental  torment 
that  Leonard  is  subjected  to,  on  a daily  basis,  by  staff  at  Leavenworth 
Federal  Penitentiary. 

The  letter  also  contained  a statement  from  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell's 
aid  that  stated  the  Senator  would  "look  into"  oversight  hearings.  "Looking 
into"  the  possibility  of  hearings  is  not  enough.  These  hearings  must  take 
place  so  that  the  FBI  can  be  questioned  and  held  accountable  for  their 
notorious  actions  against  Leonard. 

Why  must  a country  "of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for  the  people"  have 
an  organization  that  works  so  hard  against  the  people?  Why  have  they  spent 
the  last  21  years  covering  their  tracks  on  this  one?  Even  the  prosecuting 
attorney  in  Leonard's  case,  Lynn  Crook,  stated  "we  don't  know  who  killed  the 
agents . " 


The  time  for  these  oversight  hearings  is  now. 

For  those  of  you  who  have  been  busy  writing,  faxing,  calling  and  emailing 
the  white  house. . .thank  you. 

Below  is  a list  of  the  members  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

I urge  you  all  to  contact  these  individuals  and  express  your  support  of 
Congressional  Oversight  Hearings  on  Leonard's  behalf.  Also  keep  the 
communication  open  between  yourselves,  the  white  house,  the  pardons  office, 
your  state  senators  and  representatives.  Make  them  do  their  jobs! 

Former  U.S.  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark  recently  addressed  the  Worldwide 
Clemency  Conference  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.  His  words  in  support  of  Leonard  were 
strong... but  stronger  still  was  his  conviction  to  get  Leonard  out  of  prison. 
He  told  the  people  there  to  write,  fax,  phone,  email,  etc.  Senator  Ben 
Nighthorse  Campbell  and  encourage  him  to  call  for  these  hearings.  Senator 
Campbell  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  of  Leonard. 

SENATE  COMMITTEE  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS  MEMBERS 

Republicans : 

Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell. . .CO. . .Chairman. . .no  email 
Frank  H.  Murkowski. . .AK. . .email@murkowski.senate.gov 
John  McCain . . . AZ . . . Senator_McCain@mccain . senate.gov 
Slade  Gorton .. .WA. .. no  email 

Pete  V.  Domenici. . .NM. . .Senator_Domenici@domenici.senate.gov 

Craig  Thomas. . .WY. . .Craig@thomas. senate.gov 

Orrin  G.  Hatch. . .UT. . .Senator_Hatch@hatch.senate.gov 

lames  Inhofe. . .OK. . .no  email 

Democrats : 

Daniel  K . Inouye . . .HI. . .Vice-Chairman. . .www. senate.gov/~inouye/webform.html 
Kent  Conrad. . .ND. . .Senator@conrad.senate.gov 
Harry  Reid. . .NV. . .Senator_Reid@reid.senate.gov 
Daniel  K.  Akaka. . .HI. . .no  email 

Paul  Wellstone. . .MN. . .Senator@wellstone.senate.gov 
Byron  L.  Dorgan. . .ND. . .Senator@dorgan. senate.gov 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
U.S.  Senate 

838  Hart  Office  Building 
Washington,  D.C.  20510 
(202)  224-2251 

Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell 
380  Russell  Senate  Office  Building 
Washington,  D.C.  20510 
(202)  224-5852 

"NO  ON  CAN  BE  FREE  AS  LONG  AS  ONE  PERSON  IS  OPPRESSED" 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

- "RE:  Fort  Belknap  Tribes"  

Date:  Mon,  30  lun  1997  17:13:20  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  RomanNosel@aol.com 
Sub j : Fort  Belknap  Tribes 

UUCP  email 


Fort  Belknap  Tribes  Stop  Gold  Mining  Expansion 


Tribes  Win  Huge  Victory  Over  Pegasus  Gold,  Inc. 

On  Tuesday,  Dune  17,  the  Interior  Board  of  Land  Appeals  (IBLA)  granted 
the  Fort  Belknap  tribes'  request  to  block  Zortman  Mining,  Inc.,  owned  by 
Pegasus  Gold,  from  expanding  its  cyanide  heap-leach  gold  mining  operations 
in  the  Little  Rocky  Mountains  of  Montana. 

The  IBLA  agreed  to  block  the  expansion  pending  a decision  on  the  Tribe's 
request  to  overturn  the  expansion  permit. 

In  ordering  the  block  on  the  expansion,  the  IBLA  noted  that  the  "risk  of 
long-term,  if  not  permanent,  contamination  of  groundwater  and  its  effects 
on  the  people  and  the  environment  of  the  area  outweighs  the  economic  harm" 
to  the  mining  company. 

The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  originally  granted  Zortman  Mining, 
Inc.  the  permit  for  an  expansion  in  October  of  1996.  The  expansion  would 
triple  the  area  disturbed  by  existing  mining  operations,  allowing  the 
construction  of  a 200  acre  leach  pad,  a 150  acre  waste  rock  disposal  area, 
and  a 2.5  mile  long  rock  conveyor. 

The  tribes  appealed  the  BLM  permit  without  result,  then  took  their  case 
to  the  IBLA.  The  Tribes  argued  that  the  BLM  had  violated  its  trust 
obligations  to  the  Tribes,  violated  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act, 
and  violated  its  duty  to  prevent  unnecessary  degradation  of  public  lands. 

The  IBLA  expressed  "little  doubt"  a stay  was  warranted,  despite  the  fact 
that  such  stays  are  rarely  granted.  "Given  the  location  of  the  mines  on  a 
mountain  top,  their  proximity  to  the  Fort  Belknap  Reservation,  the  scale 
of  the  proposed  operation,  the  acreage  affected  and  the  changes  in  the 
topography  and  landscape  which  will  result  even  after  reclamation  has  been 
completed,  the  notion  that  the  proposed  operations  would  not  affect  tribal 
resources  does  not  appear  to  be  sustainable",  the  board  wrote  in  its 
decision . 

The  Assiniboine  and  Gros  Ventre  tribal  community  on  the  Fort  Belknap 
Indian  reservation  is  downslope  from  the  mining  operation.  One  of  the 
largest  open  pit  heapleach  gold  mining  operations  in  North  America,  the 
Zortman  and  Landusky  mines  have  poisoned  reservation  ground  water  with 
cyanide  and  decimated  areas  of  cultural  and  spiritual  significance  to  the 
tribes . 

"This  opinion  vindicates  the  Tribe's  concerns  about  the  way  this 
proposed  expansion  has  been  handled,"  said  Tracy  King,  chair  of  the  Fort 
Belknap  Indian  Community  Council.  "We  hope  this  opinion  will  cause  the  BLM 
and  the  state  to  pay  more  attention  to  our  concerns." 

The  Tribes  have  been  opposed  to  gold  mining  Little  Rocky  Mountains  for 
many  years,  and  maintain  their  determination  to  protect  their  sacred 
mountains  and  cultural  sites. 

The  Honor  the  Earth  Campaign  has  worked  to  publicize  and  support  the 
efforts  of  the  Fort  Belknap  peoples  in  stopping  the  mining  expansion. 
Please  write  to  President  Clinton,  The  White  House,  1600  Pennsylvania 
Avenue,  Washington,  D.C.  20240.  Urge  him  to  support  the  Tribes'  demand  for 
a Cultural  and  Religious  Value  Assessment  and  recognition  of  the  little 
Rocky  Mountains  as  a sacred  site.  Request  he  take  immediate  action  to  stop 
the  mining  in  the  Little  Rocky  Mountains  and  protect  all  sites  sacred  to 
indigenous  peoples. 

For  More  Information: 

Tracy  King,  President 

Fort  Belknap  Community  Council 

406-353-2500 

Mike  Axline 

Western  Environmental  Law  Center 
541-485-2471 

Tom  Goldtooth 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network 
218-751-4967 

Honor  the  Earth  Campaign 
612-721-0916 


- — "RE:  Bean  Lincoln  Case  Update"  

Date:  Thu,  03  Dul  1997  00:45:44  -0700 
From:  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn . org> 

Sub j : Bear  Lincoln  Case  Update  7/3/97 

UUCP  email 

Bear  Lincoln  Murder  Case  Update 
by  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn.org> 

Duly  3,  1997 

* Attorney  General  to  investigate  alleged  jury  tampering  by  deputy 

* Some  court  proceedings  closed  to  press  and  public,  Dudge  orders 

* Defense  renews  motion  for  change  of  venue 

* Prosecution  ordered  to  return  mysterious  cassette  tape  to  defense 

* Lincoln  fired  back  in  self-defense,  defense  case  summary  says 

* AIM  leader  Dennis  Banks  featured  at  Gathering  for  Dustice  Duly  19-21 

UKIAH  --  In  a Duly  2 court  hearing  in  the  Bear  Lincoln  murder  case, 

prosecutor  Aaron  Williams  told  Dudge  Dohn  Golden  that  the  California 
Attorney  General's  office  will  investigate  the  allegations  of  jury 
tampering  by  Correctional  Officer  Brandon  Van  Camp  which  stunned  everyone 
in  the  courtroom  Dune  23.  Defense  attorney  Tony  Serra  demanded  to  know  the 
name  of  the  responsible  person  in  the  AG's  office  and  when  the 
investigation  will  begin.  Serra  said  the  investigation  needs  to  happen 
immediately  while  events  are  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  participants,  and 
said  that  without  pressure,  the  AG  would  delay  and  "sweep  it  under  the  rug." 

The  judge  ordered  that  Monday  Duly  7 at  8:30  a.m.  someone  from  the  AG 
office  or  the  District  Attorney's  office  appear  who  can  authoritatively 
identify  the  person  in  charge  of  the  jury  tampering  investigation  and  when 
it  will  begin.  He  also  said  that  the  scope  of  the  investigation  will 
include  all  the  allegations  by  jury  candidate  Harry  Rothman.  It  was  Rothman 
who  told  the  stunned  court  last  week  that  Deputy  Van  Camp  told  him  in  the 
hallway  that  Lincoln  had  confessed  to  the  crime  (which  is  untrue) . Rothman 
also  said  that  a friend  of  his  told  him  about  conversations  with  an  alleged 
defense  jury  consultant  about  defense  theories  of  the  case,  specifically 
the  "friendly  fire  theory"  that  Deputy  Davis  was  killed  by  a bullet  fired 
by  Deputy  Miller. 

Deputy  Van  Camp,  dressed  in  civilian  clothes,  appeared  in  court  Dune  26, 
under  subpoena  to  answer  questions  about  his  alleged  statement  to  Rothman. 
The  Lincoln  defense  team  had  filed  papers  demanding  to  find  out  whether  Van 
Camp  said  things  to  other  potential  jurors,  whether  he  was  acting  under  the 
direction  of  any  higher  up  or  in  collusion  with  other  deputies,  and 
demanding  that  he  be  prosecuted  for  felony  jury  tampering  if  investigation 
warranted.  Because  Van  Camp  may  be  subject  to  criminal  prosecution,  Dudge 
Golden  would  not  allow  him  to  be  questioned  immediately  by  Serra.  Santa 
Rosa  attorney  Dohn  Shields  was  present  to  represent  Van  Camp,  and  he  said 
he  knew  what  the  deputy  would  testify,  and  felt  "confident  there  is  no 
cause  for  criminal  charges."  He  said  Van  Camp  wanted  to  clear  the  air. 

Defense  attorney  Diane  Samuelson  filed  an  affidavit  accusing  Van  Camp  of 
taking  advantage  of  the  crowded  conditions  in  the  courtroom  Dune  23  to  sit 
very  close  to  the  defense  counsel  table,  and  to  attempt  to  overhear  and 
observe  defense  attorney  consultations  with  each  other  and  with  Lincoln. 

Williams  said  the  DA's  office  was  prepared  to  look  into  the  question  of 
who  would  investigate  the  charges  and  possibly  prosecute  Van  Camp,  but  the 
Lincoln  defense  charged  there  was  an  obvious  conflict  of  interest.  The 
judge  ordered  Williams  to  report  Duly  2 on  the  issue  of  who  should 
investigate,  and  suggested  the  AG  might  be  called  in.  Williams  reported 
that  the  AG  would  indeed  take  over  the  investigation.  Van  Camp  was  ordered 
to  return  for  possible  questioning  Duly  11. 

Dudge  Orders  Some  Hearings  Closed  to  Public  and  Press 

When  the  court  convened  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  Duly  1,  Dudge  Golden  told 
counsel  that,  over  previous  objections  of  both  defense  and  prosecution,  he 
has  ordered  that  future  court  hearings  on  whether  certain  evidence  is 
admissible  in  the  trial  will  be  closed  to  press  and  public,  and  documents 


and  transcripts  related  to  those  proceedings  will  be  sealed.  Serra  renewed 
his  objection  on  the  basis  of  the  First  and  Sixth  Amendments. 

In  his  order,  the  judge  explained  that  due  to  the  high  profile  of  the  case 
in  the  local  media,  evidence  which  he  ruled  inadmissible  reached  some 
members  of  the  jury  panel  through  headlines,  resulting  in  several  being 
excused  after  they  said  they  could  not  put  the  information  out  of  their 
minds  and  reach  a verdict  based  only  on  the  evidence  presented  in  court 
during  the  trial. 

In  giving  the  justification  for  the  order,  Dudge  Golden  wrote  that  the 
interests  of  the  prosecution  and  defense  in  a completely  open  and  public 
trial  are  outweighed  by  the  court's  interest  in  providing  a fair  trial 
before  an  unbiased  jury.  He  ruled  out  such  extreme  alternative  measures  as 
sequestering  the  12  jurors  and  6 alternates  for  the  duration  of  the 
four-month  trial  as  being  too  much  of  a burden  on  the  jurors  and  on  the 
court.  He  also  wrote  that  the  defense  had  ruled  out  another  alternative  by 
withdrawing  its  motion  for  a venue  change.  It  appears  the  defense  took  that 
statement  as  a cue  to  revive  its  effort  to  move  the  trial  to  another  county. 

Defense  Renews  Change  of  Venue  Motion 

Hours  after  Golden's  order  was  made  known,  defense  attorney  Diana 
Samuelson  filed  papers  to  renew  the  motion  for  change  of  venue.  Because  of 
the  total  gag  order,  the  attorneys  are  unable  to  comment  on  what's  happening 
in  the  case  or  why,  but  it  appears  that  the  order  closing  some  of  the 
hearings  was  the  last  straw  for  the  defense,  coming  after  the  jury  tampering 
shocker  of  last  week,  the  gag  order,  and  also  reflecting  how  difficult  and 
slow  it  has  been  trying  to  choose  a jury. 

Individual  jury  candidate  questioning  resumed  Monday  (Dune  30)  and  will 
continue  for  two  to  three  more  weeks,  or  until  about  35  additional  members 
of  the  jury  panel  are  qualified.  Nearly  40  out  of  a panel  of  89  were 
excused  last  week  based  on  new  information  they  had  learned  about  the  case 
through  the  media  or  overhearing  conversations  of  others,  or  second 
thoughts  about  matters  such  the  death  penalty, 
as  the  death  penalty 

Mysterious  Tape  Ordered  Returned  to  Delong 

In  yet  another  bizarre  development,  the  prosecution  a few  weeks  ago 
obtained  a cassette  recording  of  defense  attorney  Philip  Delong,  apparently 
either  giving  dictation  or  speaking  to  someone  in  his  office  about  the 
Lincoln  case.  Prosecutor  Williams  filed  a motion  asking  the  judge  to  listen 
to  the  tape  and  determine  if  it  contained  information  which  should  be 
turned  over  to  the  prosecution.  The  prosecution  said  it  got  the  tape  when  a 
Round  Valley  resident  named  Doug  Hutt  approached  a prosecution  investigator 
and  said  he  got  the  tape  from  an  unnamed  person  who  offered  to  sell  it  to 
him  for  $15.  The  investigator  wrote  in  a sworn  affidavit  that  when  he  began 
to  listen  to  the  tape  and  recognized  Delong's  voice,  he  immediately  stopped 
the  tape. 

In  a hearing  on  the  motion  Dune  26,  DeDong  stated  that  he  had  never 
released  any  recording  of  his  voice  to  anyone,  and  the  only  way  it  could 
have  been  obtained  was  by  burglarizing  or  bugging  his  office.  He  vehemently 
objected  to  the  prosecution  claiming  any  right  to  the  fruits  of  a felony 
crime.  He  argued  the  prosecution  had  received  stolen  property.  Williams 
argued  that  the  prosecution  had  done  nothing  illegal,  and  had  done  the 
honorable  thing  in  asking  the  court  whether  the  prosecution  could  hear  the 
rest  of  the  tape.  Dudge  Golden  agreed  with  the  defense  and  ordered  the 
prosecution  to  turn  the  tape  over  to  DeDong  "forthwith." 

Defense  Case  Summary  Filed 

On  Dune  18  the  defense  filed  with  the  court  a required  brief  summary  of 
the  case.  It  states:  that  the  deputies  began  shooting  without  warning  or 
identifying  themselves  the  night  of  April  14,  1995.  They  killed  Bear 
Lincoln's  lifelong  friend  Acorn  Peters,  who  never  fired  the  rifle  he  was 
carrying.  After  a brief  interval  the  deputies  fired  at  Bear  Lincoln  who  was 
some  distance  down  the  road.  Lincoln  "fired  back  in  self  defense  and  fled 
the  scene." 

"The  defense  asserts  that  (1)  Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  provoke  this  incident  in 


any  manner,  (2)  the  prosecution  will  not  be  able  to  prove  beyond  a 
reasonable  doubt  that  any  shot  fired  by  Mr.  Lincoln  was  responsible  for 
killing  deputy  Davis,  (3)  every  action  taken  by  Mr.  Lincoln  was  done  in 
self-defense.  (4)  that  a cover-up  ensued,  which  included  the  making  of 
false  statements  and  reports  by  deputy  Miller  regarding  the  incident,  and 
the  negligent  and/or  intentional  failure  of  investigating  officers  to 
preserve  evidence  at  the  scene,  and  (5)  law  enforcement  personnel  failed  to 
follow  proper  police  procedures  beginning  with  the  Britton  homicide 
investigation  and  continuing  throughout  the  Davis/Peters  homicide 
investigation,  which  included  acts  of  misconduct,  unlawful  searches,  and 
excessive  force,  fueled  by  a bias  and  prejudice  against  Indian  people."  The 
statement  was  signed  by  Serra. 

Support  Event  to  Feature  Dennis  Banks 

The  Lincoln/Peters  Defense  Alliance  announced  a special  event  to  be  held 
over  the  next  full  moon  weekend  near  Covelo.  The  "Gathering  for  Justice" 
will  begin  at  dusk  Saturday  Duly  19  at  the  Hidden  Oaks  Campground  in  Round 
Valley,  and  continue  until  the  morning  of  Duly  21,  when  there  will  be  a 
caravan  to  the  courthouse,  followed  by  a press  conference  and  support 
rally.  The  event  will  feature  speakers,  music,  camping  and  barbecue. 
Speakers  will  include  AIM  Leader  Dennis  Banks,  recently  freed  Native 
American  prisoner  Norma  Dean  Croy,  former  Congressman  Dan  Hamburg, 
attorneys  Serra  and  De  Dong,  and  civil  rights  attorney  Dennis  Cunningham, 
who  is  handling  Round  Valley  residents'  class  action  civil  rights  suit 
against  police  agencies  and  government  bodies  stemming  from  the  alleged 
widespread  abuses  by  law  enforcement  in  the  aftermath  of  the  slaying  of 
Deputy  Davis.  Other  speakers  invited  but  not  confirmed  include  Geronimo 
Pratt,  Nilak  Butler  and  Alexander  Cockburn.  This  will  be  a non-alcohol 
event,  and  will  also  feature  traditional  drumming  and  a performance  by  the 
Seven  Nations  Dance  Group.  For  information  call  Lynda  McClure  at  the 
Mendocino  Environmental  Center  at  707-468-1660. 

* U.S.  Mail  to:  * 

* Nicholas  Wilson  * 

* P.0.  Box  943  * 

* Mendocino  CA  95460  * 

* Albion  Monitor  online  newspaper  covers  Bari  and  Lincoln  * 

* http://www.monitor.net/monitor  * 

* See  the  official  Dudi  Bari  Home  Page  * 

* http://www.monitor.net/~bari  * 

* Justice  for  Dudi  Bari!  * 

* Bear  Lincoln/Round  Valley  web  sites:  * 

* Check  the  Albion  Monitor,  above,  and  * 

* http://www.planet-peace.org/round_valley/  * 

* http://www.cyborganic.com/people/bear/  * 

* http://www.dickshovel.com/beara.html  * 

* http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/emerg/may08bea.html  * 
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Canada's  General  John  De  Chastelain:  From  Oka  to  Somalia  to  Gustafsen 
Lake  to  N.  Ireland  - Standing  on  Guard  for  Colonialism  and  Genocide 
"It  sounded  like  the  noises  of  an  ineptly  butchered  animal,"  said  one 
soldier  who  heard  the  death  cries  of  tortured  Somali  teenager  Shidane 
Arone  from  across  the  Canadian  compound  at  Belet  Huen  Somalia."  These  and 
other  atrocities  committed  by  Canadian  "Peacekeepers"  in  1993  were  the 
subject  of  "Dishonoured  Legacy,"  the  report  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry 
into  the  Deployment  of  Canadian  Forces  to  Somalia,  released  yesterday. 


The  inquiry  was  prematurely  terminated  by  the  same  Canadian  government 
that  commissioned  it  "just  as  we  were  beginning  to  question  the  highest 
levels  of  leadership  of  the  Canadian  Forces  and  the  Department  of  National 
Defence  as  to  the  allegations  of  cover-up/'  according  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  truncated  inquiry.  (Globe  and  Mail  Duly  3,  1997) 

Former  Chief  of  Defence  Staff  John  De  Chastelain  "more  than  anyone  else. . 
is  to  be  held  accountable".  According  to  the  report,  De  Chastelain 
"allowed  monetary  and  political  considerations  to  motivate  important 
decisions  regarding  the  Canadian  contingent."  De  Chastelain  became 
Canada's  ambassador  to  Washington  and  currently  serves  as  a "special 
advisor"  to  the  Anglo-Irish  "peace  process". 

General  De  Chastelain  was  also  in  charge  of  the  Canadian  Army's  1990 
invasion  of  sovereign  Mohawk  territory  in  support  of  a golf  course 
expansion.  Mohawk  prisoners  were  reportedly  subjected  to  'dry  shootings/ 
beatings,  and  torture  involving  cigarette  burns  such  as  was  practised  in 
Somalia . 

Likewise,  General  De  Chastelain  drew  up  the  plans  for  "Operation 
Wallaby",  the  military's  participation  in  the  summer  1995  siege  of  Shuswap 
traditionalists  and  their  supporters  defending  sacred  Sundance  and  burial 
grounds  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  De  Chastelain 's  "Rules  of  Engagement"  against 
the  elders,  men,  women  and  children  of  the  Ts'peten  camp  were  the  first 
time  in  Canadian  history  the  army  was  used  against  "civilians"  without  a 
review  by  either  Parliament  or  the  provincial  legislature.  Both  Prime 
Minister  Dean  Chretien  and  BC's  NDP  Premier  Glen  Clark  have  thus  far 
refused  demands  for  a public  inquiry. 

A call  for  a similar  inquiry  into  the  murder  of  Stoney  Pointer  Dudley 
George  faces  comparable  resistance  from  the  Ontario  government.  George's 
murderer,  Ontario  Provincial  Police  sniper  Kenneth  Deane  was  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  2 years  less  a day  for  the  murder.  His  conditional  sentence 
will  not  see  him  serve  any  jail  time. 

By  contrast  Wolverine,  the  66  year  old  Shuswap  traditionalist,  organic 
gardener  and  old  age  pensioner  has  already  served  almost  2 years  in 
prison  already  and  the  BC  Attorney  -General's  prosecution  is  seeking  a 
harsh  25  year  sentence  for  "mischief  endangering  life".  This  conviction 
arises  out  of  Wolverine's  attempts  to  stop  a 14  ton  military  APC  from 
running  him  down,  by  shooting  at  the  tires.  The  message  is  that  from 
Somalia  to  Stoney  Point  to  Gustafsen  Lake,  it  is  open  season  on  indigenous 
people. 

The  virulent  racism  within  the  Canadian  military  and  police  forces, 
especially  the  RCMP,  has  become  increasingly  obvious.  At  Gustafsen  Lake 
for  example,  RCMP  ERT  members  left  racist  death  threats  on  "death  cards" 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ts'peten  sundance  camp.  Also  revealed  during  the 
recent  kangaroo  court  proceedings  was  a failed  plan  pushed  for  by  the  RCMP 
ERT  members  to  force  native  traditionalists  to  "surrender  on  their  knees" 
to  the  white  police  officers. 

Now  the  Somalia  scandal  has  revealed  a culture  of  white  supremacy  and 
racism  within  the  Canadian  Forces.  Photos  and  video  tapes  were  leaked  to 
media  showing  Airborne  Regiment  members  dressed  in  Nazi  regalia  and  a 
"party"  involving  a black  man  on  his  knees  with  a dog  collar  and  leash 
with  his  naked  back  smeared  with  excrement  reading  "KKK". 

"Not  just  a few  rotten  apples  but  a system  rotten  to  the  core...  we 
encountered  a wall  of  silence,  evidently  a strategy  of  calculated 
deception,"  concluded  the  commission  of  the  Somalia  Inquiry.  The  Chretien 
government  rejected  the  report  of  its  own  commission,  which  Defence 
minister  Art  Eggleton  called  "excessively  critical...  This  happened  four 
years  ago.  The  time  for  pointing  fingers  is  past. 

The  actions  of  white  supremacist  thugs  such  as  OPP  sniper  Kenneth  Deane, 
General  Dohn  De  Chastelain,  the  Gustafsen  Lake  ERT  and  their  NDP  masters, 
and  any  of  the  other  racist,  colonialist  enforcers  of  the  Canadian 
settler  state  must  be  vigorously  opposed.  The  authorities  must  not  be 
allowed  to  whitewash  the  ugly  truth  about  "our  home  on  native  land"  and 
how  domination  is  maintained.  Full  and  comprehensive  public  inquiries  must 
be  held  into  the  actions  of  the  authorities  at  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Stoney 
Point,  with  the  involvement  of  international  observers  to  prevent  a 
Canadian  cover-up  as  witnessed  by  the  Somalia  inquiry. 


We  call  upon  good  people  everywhere,  at  home  and  around  the  world,  to 
raise  your  voices  in  condemnation,  to  hold  the  Canadian  authorities 
accountable,  and  to  demand  that  the  much  vaunted  'paragon  of  human  rights' 
begins  to  respect  the  elementary  norms  of  civilized  behavior. 

Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien 

Room  309-S  Centre  Block,  House  of  Commons 

Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  0A6  Canada 

Phone:  (613)  992-4211  Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email : remote -printer . Dean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd .tpc . int 
email : pm@pm . gc . ca 

WWW  comments:  http://pm.gc.ca/english/pmo/e_corres.htm 

BC  Premier  Glen  Clark,  Room  156  Parliament  Buildings 

Victoria,  BC  V8V  1X4  Canada 

Phone:  (250)  380-6506  Fax:  (250)  387-0087 

Ontario  Premier  Michael  Harris,  Room  281,  Legislative  Building, 

Toronto  ON  M7A  1A1  Canada 

Phone:  416-325-1941  Fax:  416-325-374 

For  sample  letters  and  more  addresses,  visit: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vi pi rg/SISIS/Gust Lake/ support . html 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vi pi rg/S ISIS/ Ipperwash /letter . html 
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Official  Gustafsen  Lake  Author  "An  Academic  Fraud" 

Dohn  Ekstedt,  the  so-called  "expert  on  aboriginal  justice"  who  is  believed 
to  have  been  given  the  nod  to  write  the  "official"  history  of  the  Gustafsen 
Lake  crisis,  is  a fake. 

In  a May  26,  1997  Canadian  Press  article,  Ekstedt,  a former  Simon  Fraser 
University  Criminology  professor  said  he  "was  writing  a book  on  Gustafsen 
Lake."  He  also  claimed  to  have  interviewed  Shuswap  elder  Wolverine  "after 
his  arrest".  Wolverine  remembers  no  such  interview  and  says  he's  "never  met 
the  man . " 

Ekstedt  was  BC's  Commissioner  of  Corrections  and  a Deputy  minister  in  BC's 
Attorney-General's  Ministry  before  joining  academia. 

Now  a Dune  25th  Vancouver  Sun  article  reports  that  Ekstedt 's  publisher  is 
being  sued  by  fellow  SFU  professor  Curt  Griffiths  because  the  text  he 
co-authored  with  Ekstedt  "causes  embarrassment,  humiliation,  and  anxiety 
when  my  co-author  is  an  academic  fraud,"  according  to  the  statement  of 
claim.  "Ekstedt  claimed  he  had  a Master  of  Arts  degree  from  the  University 
of  California  at  Berkeley  and  a PhD  from  the  University  of  Chicago...  but 
resigned  from  SFU  after  he  was  unable  to  provide  proof  he  had  earned  the 
post-graduate  degrees  he  claimed  to  have." 

BC's  'Indian  Industry'  academic  mafia  is  closely  aligned  with  the  NDP 
government's  continuing  corrupt  and  genocidal  neo-colonialism.  This  was 
especially  obvious  during  the  Gustafsen  Lake  crisis,  when  academics 


aggressively  propagandized  on  behalf  of  the  government,  RCMP  and  BC's 
collaborationist  native  elite. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<majordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Youth  Oppose  Treaty  Process"  

Date:  Mon,  7 Jul  1997  04:53:50  -0800 
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Western  Native  News,  May,  1997  p.  14 

Youth  opposed  to  treaty  process 
by  Ennis  Morris 

British  Columbia's  Native  Youth  Movement  (NYM)  is  completely  opposed  to 
the  treaty  process  currently  being  negotiated  via  government  and  Indian 
leaders.  And  to  emphasize  their  beliefs  more  than  30  NYM  members  spent  a 
couple  of  days  and  a night  last  month  occupying  the  BC  Treaty  Commission 
(BCTC)  office  in  Vancouver. 

The  NYM  have  stated  that  they  consider  a treaty  process  that  promotes 
the  loss  of  traditional  lands,  a treaty  process  of  treason.  They  are 
intent  on  bringing  an  end  to  the  ratification  of  last  year's  Nisga'a 
treaty  agreement  and  say  that  should  the  deal  go  through,  92  percent  of 
the  Nisga'a  traditional  homeland  will  be  lost  forever. 

The  NYM  has  accused  the  British  Columbia  Treaty  Commission  of 
collaborating  with  "so-called  Native  leaders  of  the  First  Nation's  Summit 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  out  the  rights  of  Native  youth  throughout  the 
province."  With  the  assistance  of  Rene  Taylor,  an  Aboriginal  Services 
lawyer  from  Vancouver,  the  NYM  had  scheduled  end  of  April  meetings  but  the 
latter  found  a change  in  the  date  unacceptable  because  their  out-of-town 
members  would  not  be  allowed  to  participate. 

The  British  Columbia  Treaty  Commission  has  suggested  an  alternative  date 
near  the  end  of  May  but  the  NYM  have  made  it  clear  that  if  the  meeting  is 
to  go  ahead  any  and  all  members  of  the  NYM  must  be  permitted  to  attend. 
Further  information  can  be  obtained  from  Monty  Joseph  at  the  NYM 
headquarters  in  Vancouver.  Call  (604)  493-3924 
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Art  Solomon,  Ojibway  Elder  Dies  (1914-1997) 

CASNP.  Art  Solomon,  Ojibway  Elder,  died  at  sunrise,  Sunday,  Dune  29th, 
in  hospital  in  Sudbury  Ontario.  He  and  his  wife  Eva  had  been  living 
with  his  daughters  for  the  past  three  years.  Eva  died  early  this  year. 

It  was  in  1962  that  the  "fog  was  just  lifting  enough  that  he  could  see 
the  Good  Red  Road"  that  he  would  follow  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  In 
that  journey  he  has  never  wavered,  he  has  never  compromised,  never 
rested,  never  looked  back.  He  knew  what  was  the  right  thing  and  he  did 
it . 

Art's  decision  was  worse  than  unpopular.  He  was  misunderstood, 
resented,  criticized,  scrutinized,  harassed  and  rejected.  "Of  course, 
you  were  right"  he  would  be  told,  followed  by  a stream  of  excuses  and 
rationalizations  about  "being  practical",  "being  unreasonable",  "you 
can't  go  back"  to  the  past.  It  would  have  been  easier,  of  course,  if 
Art  has  been  born  Kesheyanakwan  instead  of  having  to  become  one.  His 
life  has  been  an  unfinished  work  in  progress  and  Art  has  been  its 
principle  craftsman  sculpturing  the  Creator's  original  material  with  the 
guidance  of  the  Spirit  Winds.  All  the  original  ingredients  are  still 
visible  but  his  life  shape  today  could  not  have  been  seen,  if  imagined, 
until  he  was  well  into  middle  age  years.  He  evolved  into  someone  else 
right  before  the  disbelieving  eyes  of  his  family  and  friends  who  were 
not  yet  prepared  to  join  Art  on  the  path  he  was  taking.  The  events  of 
1970  brought  Native  people  into  the  nation's  living  rooms.  Native 
crafts  went  into  fancy  galleries.  Instant  medicine  men  appeared  on  talk 
shows.  Buckskin  and  beads  became  the  high  fashion. 

Art  Solomon  was  well  placed  to  gain  prestige,  praise  and  prominence  but 
he  never  change  his  pace  or  direction.  He  continued  to  utter 
unspeakable  truths  in  bold  terms.  He  did  not  want  urban  comforts 
preferring  to  be  in  the  bush  with  the  Creator's  riches  or  in  the  prisons 
with  the  CreatorA^s  forgotten  people.  He  went  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  who  backed  him  to  get  the  government  o recognize  Native 
Spirituality  in  the  prisons.  Art  traveled  with  the  White  Roots  of  Peace 
and  Four  Arrows.  He  was  a powerful  teacher,  an  avid  student.  His  wife 
Eva  was  always  the  fuel  and  he  was  the  life. 

Dust  by  being  himself  Art  created  more  than  his  share  of  enemies. 
Persons  prepared  to  take  only  half  measures  felt  criticized  by  his  mere 
presence.  Government  people  found  him  unsusceptible  to  the  rewards 
offered  to  the  native  leaders  willing  to  become  "co-operative".  Many 
native  people  considered  Art  a threat  to  their  own  "hard  won  progress" 
with  the  government,  which  he  called  the  "beast".  "Native  people  have 
to  make  gains  on  their  own,  not  by  having  the  government  do  it  for 
them",  said  Art.  He  took  the  pain  of  it  all  in  stride  and  just  took  the 
blows  which  unavoidably  came.  He  insisted  on  pushing  ahead  where  he 
knew  he  must  go  without  regard  to  the  personal  sacrifices  which  he  knew 
would  be  required. 

To  many  Art  had  seemed  to  be  a demanding  teacher,  unforgiving  and 
uncompromising.  Yet  he  never  asked  anyone  to  follow  him.  He  held  out 
truths  rather  than  expectations.  While  he  did  not  allow  dodging  the 
facts  he  insisted  we  all  have  choices.  He  had  no  imperatives,  "What  I 
have  to  say  will  hurt  many  ears,  but  I have  to  say  it",  he  would  say. 

That  was  his  duty.  You  could  do  your  own  duty  as  you  saw  fit. 

Kesheyanakwan  had  heard  the  Creator's  instructions  and  he  understood 
his  responsibility  to  follow  them  the  best  he  possibly  could.  He 
applied  is  free  will  to  take  and  determine  his  direction  and  he  turned 
to  the  Creation  to  sustain  his  energy.  He  had  found  it  so  simple  to  do 
that  he  must  have  pondered  why  anyone  else  does  not  do  the  same. 

CASNP  is  especially  grateful  for  insisting  that  it  remain  a grassroots 
organization  run  by  native  and  non-natives,  and  to  refuse  government 
assistance.  The  CASNP  family  has  lost  a really  good  friend  in  guidance 
and  friendship  who  always  said,  "Each  person  had  powers  and  had  the 
responsibility  to  use  that  power  to  do  good". 

Traditional  ceremonies  in  Sudbury  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  (Dune  30-Dulyl) 


traditional  ceremonies  in  Killarney  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  (Duly 
2-3);  and  a mass  in  Killarney  on  Friday  morning(Duly  4).  Contact  CASNP 
for  details. 
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"RE : WalMart  to  Desecrate  Burial  Site"  

Date:  Tue,  01  Dul  1997  22:45:05  -0500 
From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Sub  j : WalMart  supercenter  to  desecrate  a Native  Burial  site 

Mailing  List:  TN  Indian  Affairs  <tn-ind@chattanooga.net>, 

WalMart,  along  with  Lowe's,  has  announced  plans  to  locate  a supercenter 
outlet  at  Charlotte  Pike  and  River  Road  in  west  Davidson  County.  This 
center  will  be  directly  across  the  street  from  Brookmeade  School  and  in 
the  middle  of  a well  established  suburban  neighborhood.  Our  issue  is 
the  Native  American  burial  site  located  on  this  property.  The  huge 
scope  of  this  project  will  result  in  the  removal  of  21  Native  American 
graves.  While  ten  of  these  graves  have  already  been  desecrated,  the 
other  eleven,  or  more,  are  undisturbed.  Tonight  was  the  public  hearing 
of  the  Metro  Council  to  change  the  zoning  to  C-S  which  would  clear  the 
way  for  this  supercenter  and  the  destruction  of  these  burials.  The 
Council  voted  to  defer  a final  vote  until  the  next  meeting  in  two  weeks. 
The  reason  given  for  the  deferral  is  to  give  WalMart  the  opportunity  to 
scale  down  the  project  or  face  certain  denial  of  the  zoning  change. 
Flopefully,  this  will  occur  and  our  ancestors  buried  there  can  safely 
continue  their  journey. 

TUSWECA 


"RE;  Letter  to  WalMart"  

Date:  Wed,  02  Dul  1997  12:38:27  -0500 
From:  Valerie  Lovelace  <satt@mn . uswest . net> 

Sub j : New  Store 

UUCP  email 

Dear  Sir: 

I am  writing  to  express  my  concern  over  Walmart's  desire  to  build  a new 
superstore  at  Charlotte  Pike  and  River  Road  in  west  Davidson  County, 

TN.  I urge  you  to  reconsider  the  location  of  the  store. 

Building  on  such  a scale  at  this  location  will  result  in  the  removal  of 
over  20  Indian  burial  sites. 

Walmart  does  a remarkable  job  supporting  and  upholding  community 
efforts,  from  the  Missing  Children's  Network  to  the  environment.  Your 
company  espouses  Quality  of  Life  issues  across  the  nation.  This  truly 
is  a quality  of  life  concern ...  preserving  the  quality  of  a way  of  life 
that  has  long  been  ignored,  bulldozed,  pushed  aside,  or  dug  up  and  put 
in  a museum. 

Please  make  the  preservation  of  these  sacred  sites  a priority.  Dust  as 


no  company  would  remove  a church  and  its  cemetery  to  build  a store,  I 
ask  that  Walmart  not  remove  these  sacred  sites  and  disturb  the  sleep  of 
those  resting  there. 

I look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  regarding  this  request. 

With  Respect  and  Honor, 

Valerie  L.  Lovelace 
1873  Iglehart  Avenue 
St.  Paul,  MN  55104 

I shall  live  forever,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  -Voltaire 

"RE : Lynch-Mob  Canadian  Colonialism"  

Date:  Wed,  2 Dul  1997  06:11:14  -0800 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S) 

Subject:  The  Queen,  Gustafsen  Lake,  Delgamuukw  and  the  BC  lawyers'  "mafia" 

:S. I. S. I .S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
"Canada  Day"  Duly  1,  1997  Interview 

The  "Lynch-Mob"  Nature  of  Canadian  Colonialism:  S.I.S.I.S.  talks  to  native 
rights  lawyer  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  on  the  Queen,  Gustafsen  Lake,  Delgamuukw  and 
the  BC  lawyers'  "mafia" 

S.I.S.I.S.:  One  of  the  major  Canadian  "land-claims"  cases  is  the  Delgamuukw 
case  [SCC  File  23799].  It  has  now  worked  its  way  through  the  BC  Court 
system,  the  appellants  have  left  the  BC  Treaty  Process,  and  the  case  is  now 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  [The  case  was  heard  Dune  16-17.  A 
decision  is  expected  to  take  from  six  months  to  a year.]  What  do  you  make 
of  this  case? 

Dr.  Bruce  Clark:  Well,  it's  a fairly  sophisticated  fraud  that's  going  on. 

In  the  hearing  on  September  12,  1995,  I applied  on  behalf  of  one  of  the 
appellants  to  have  the  Court  address  the  issue  of  Court  jurisdiction.  The 
reason  being  that  the  essence  of  the  Native  Sovereignty  position  is  that 
until  there's  a treaty,  the  Indians  were  here  first  and  they  have 
jurisdiction.  Therefore,  until  there  is  a treaty  the  non-Indians  don't  have 
jurisdiction  and  correspondingly,  their  Courts  don't  have  jurisdiction. 

That  point  was  settled  for  constitutional  and  international  law  purposes  by 
a case  in  1704.  [Mohegan  Indians  v.  Connecticut,  in  Smith,  D.  H.,  Appeals 
to  the  Privy  Council,  Columbia  University  Press  1950.] 

What  the  Delgamuukw  case  is  set  up  to  do...  the  Indian  appellants 
are  asserting  ownership  and  jurisdiction  except  for  Court  jurisdiction.  And 
that's  impossible  - a contradiction  in  terms.  If  the  non-native  Courts  have 
jurisdiction  the  only  source  for  their  jurisdiction  is  the  non-native 
legislatures.  If  the  non-native  Courts  have  jurisdiction,  by  necessary 
implication  the  non-native  legislatures  had  to  have  jurisdiction  in  order 
to  invest  it  in  the  Courts.  Therefore  if  the  Courts  have  jurisdiction,  the 
legislatures  have  jurisdiction  and  there  is  no  such  thing  as  Native 
Sovereignty.  And  if  there's  no  such  thing  as  Native  Sovereignty...  that's 
sort  of  the  omnibus  term  that  covers  Native  jurisdiction. 

So  essentially,  what  it  boils  down  to  is  - you  have  these  Indian 
appellants  in  Delgamuukw  who  maintain  the  pretense  they're  asserting 
jurisdiction  but  since  they've  accepted  Court  jurisdiction  they're  beat 
before  they  start.  What  they're  doing  is  a major  sell  out  of  the  concept  of 
Native  Sovereignty  and  jurisdiction.  The  appellants  in  Delgamuukw  are 
essentially  angling  for  a bargaining  position  and  they  hope,  I think,  that 
there  would  be  some  sort  of  reward  - their  lawyers  in  particular  - for 
having  sold  native  sovereignty  down  the  river  in  this  fashion. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Some,  perhaps  most,  of  the  participants  in  this  case  will  be 
familiar  to  you.  Stuart  Rush,  the  lawyer  representing  the  Gitksan 
appellants,  his  name  appeared  in  the  RCMP's  tip  files  during  the  Gustafsen 
Lake  trial.  Not  only  was  he  apparently  advising  the  police  on  legal  matters 
but  he  was  also  frequently  quoted  extensively  in  the  domestic  media  making 


disparaging  remarks  about  your  own  legal  position  in  support  of  native 
sovereignty.  He  also  appeared  to  argue  against  native  sovereignty  opposite 
you  on  September  12,  1995,  when  you  appeared  for  the  Gitksan  Hereditary 
Chief  XSOGIMLAHXA  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  Dust  what  was  happening 
in  court  that  day? 

Clark:  It  was  an  application  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  in  the  context 
of  the  Delgamuukw  appeal  itself  for  a preliminary  ruling  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  Court  could  possibly  have  jurisdiction.  So  what  I attempted  to  do 
was  to  place  before  the  Court  the  1704  precedent  [Mohegan  Indians  v 
Connecticut]  which  precludes  court  jurisdiction.  Having  precluded  court 
jurisdiction  automatically  establishes  the  counterpart  - native 
jurisdiction  - which  is  to  say  native  sovereignty. 

Stuart  Rush  scuttled  that.  He  argued  to  the  Court  that  his  clients 
- the  vast  majority  of  the  Indian  appellants  - didn't  want  to  insult  the 
Court  by  suggesting  that  it  didn't  have  jurisdiction.  So  essentially  on 
that  day  we  have  this  unholy  alliance  between  the  supposed  lawyer  for  the 
Indians,  the  Attorney-General  for  British  Columbia  [Bryan  Williams  QC  was 
appointed  Chief  Dustice  of  the  BC  Supreme  Court  after  the  case]  and  the 
Attorney-General  for  Canada  who  are  all  on  the  same  team  and  all  agreeing 
to  scuttle  native  sovereignty  by  scuttling  the  objection  to  court 
jurisdiction . 

So  it  was  really  a set-up  and  this  event  which  just  took  place 
recently  - arguing  the  Delgamuukw  case  - is  the  consequence  of  that  set-up. 
The  reason  they  would  go  on  for  eight  hours  on  something  as  straight 
forward  as  this  issue  is  a case  of  "the  tangled  web  we  weave  when  first  we 
practice  to  deceive." 

S.I.S.I.S.:  The  impression  I gathered  was  that  the  Court  was  being  invited 
to  rule  very  broadly  on  the  whole  issue  of  native  rights. 

Clark:  Yes,  they're  inviting  the  Court  to  be  politicians.  Essentially  the 
deal  they're  trying  to  make  with  the  judges  is  : "Look.  We  know  that 
there's  no  treaty  and  therefore  we  know  that  the  newcomers  prematurely, 
that  is  illegally,  have  invaded  the  Indian  Territories.  But  you're  here. 

And  so  rather  then  embarrass  you  by  insisting  upon  the  letter  of  the  law  by 
saying  you  don't  have  jurisdiction  we  will  concede  that  you  do  have 
jurisdiction.  Therefore  we  will  concede  that  all  of  these  white  people  who 
are  here  and  are  really  trespassing  - sort  of  aren't  trespassers.  In  return 
for  this  sell-out  of  the  concept  of  native  sovereignty,  please  politically 
say  some  things  which  put  heat  on  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  to 
negotiate  with  us  a political  settlement." 

So  essentially  what  they're  persuading  the  Court  to  do  - suborning 
the  Court  to  do  - is  to  sell  the  rule  of  law  down  the  river  and  to  become  a 
politically  expedient  tribunal.  This  is  from  a native  sovereigntist  point 
of  view  anathema.  And  from  the  point  of  view  of  any  citizen  who  believes  in 
the  integrity  of  the  rule  of  law  it  is  appalling. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  One  of  the  other  participants  in  this  matter  is  Gordon 
Sebastian.  Sebastian  is  a BC  lawyer,  a Gitksan  political  leader  and  was 
also  a member  of  the  Shuswap  Liaison  Group  which  was  working  with  the  RCMP 
to  effectively  obtain  the  surrender  of  the  Ts'Peten  Defenders  during  the 
1995  siege  of  sacred  burial  and  Sundance  grounds.  He  was  also  brought  in  to 
the  Provincial  Court  on  September  18,  1995  to  supposedly  take  over 
representation  of  two  of  your  clients.  You  were  subsequently  attacked, 
assaulted  and  committed  to  a psychiatric  hospital  at  the  instigation  of  the 
presiding  judge  Nicholas  Friesen.  Your  clients  rejected  Sebastian.  Have  you 
had  dealings  with  him  before? 

Clark:  No,  only  briefly  that  day  in  Court.  Only  to  the  extent  of 
ascertaining  upon  which  side  of  the  fence  he  stands.  There's  no  question 
he's  part  of  the  legal  profession  mafia  in  British  Columbia  that  has 
hijacked  the  rule  of  law  and  is  using  it  to  profit  by  trashing  it  and 
victimizing  native  sovereignty. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  One  of  the  other  participants  in  the  Dune  16-17th  SCC 
Delgamuukw  hearings  was  an  R.C.  Willms.  He  was  representing  an  intervener  - 
Repap  Carnaby  which  is  a BC  forest  products  multi-national.  [BC's  then  NDP 
Forests  Minister  Dan  Miller  was  connected  to  this  company  and  was  on  leave 
of  absence  from  it  while  acting  as  Minister.]  When  we  attended  a hearing  in 
the  BC  Court  of  Appeal  a week  later,  lo  and  behold  there  was  Mr.  Willms 


representing  the  Province  of  British  Columbia  against 
traditional-sovereigntist  Harold  Pascal  of  the  LiL'Wat  Nation  who  is  a 
client  of  yours.  Is  this  a common  practice? 

Clark:  This  is  a grotesque  conflict  of  interest.  But  not  only  did  Mr. 

Willms  appear  as  counsel  against  Mr.  Pascal,  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  trial  he 
was  brought  in  to  address  Shuswap  elder  Wolverine's  objection  to  court 
jurisdiction.  He  was  the  ringer  brought  in  to  speak  for  the  BC 
Attorney-General.  [Wolverine  was  denied  Clark  - his  counsel  of  choice  - and 
was  forced  to  argue  against  Willms  unaided.] 

So  basically  we  have  this  one  individual  at  the  same  time  arguing 
for  both  the  Attorney  General  of  British  Columbia  and  a forest  industry 
multinational.  A typical  BC  manoeuvre.  A conflict  of  interest  in  any 
rational  rule  of  law  society  which  would  preclude  this  sort  of  thing. 

British  Columbia  simply  doesn't  operate  as  a rational  rule  of  law  society. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  It  should  probably  also  be  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Willms  comes 
from  Russel  and  DuMoulin.  DuMoulin  Howard  Gervais  is  a national  and 
international  law  partnership,  bracketing  the  resource  industry,  of  which 
BC's  Chief  Justice  Allen  McEachern  is  also  a former  senior  partner. 

You've  mentioned  the  Gustafsen  trial.  Your  clients  were  denied  you 
as  counsel  of  choice  but  you  were  allowed  to  testify  as  a witness  called  by 
Wolverine.  However  the  'colour  of  right'  defence  under  the  auspices  of 
which  you  appeared  was  dismissed  by  trial  judge  Bruce  Josephson  in  the 
concluding  days  of  the  trial.  Is  that  correct? 

Clark:  Yes.  And  his  reasons  for  judgement,  his  self -justification  for  doing 
this  is  the  pretence  that  the  native  people  at  Gustafsen  Lake  were  not 
relying  upon  existing  law  but  were  relying  upon  a political  aspiration.  In 
my  view  you  cannot  possibly  conceive  of  a more  gross  judicial  lie.  I 
testified  for  two  weeks  as  to  what  was  in  the  minds  of  these  people,  their 
own  documents,  the  statements  issued  by  the  people  inside  [the  besieged 
Gustafsen  Lake  camp]. 

Repeatedly  these  individuals  have  identified  specific  statutes  and 
pieces  of  legislation  that  exist  and  have  existed  for  a long  time.  The  idea 
that  they're  seeking  to  change  the  law  in  virtue  of  a political  aspiration 
as  the  judge  pretended...  no  rational  and  honest  human  being  could  occupy 
such  a position. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  What  is  also  noticeable  about  the  submissions  of  the  Crown  as 
regards  the  upcoming  sentencing  is  that  we're  right  back  to  the  allegations 
and  terminology  of  terrorism.  Sentencing  precedents  offered  to  the  Court 
include  horrific  cases  of  sexual  abuse.  As  deficient  as  the  provisional 
defence  team  was,  it  did  effectively  discredit  the  concocted  "terrorist" 
incidents  alleged  by  the  RCMP.  Nevertheless,  here  we  are  again  hearing 
these  same  flimsy  fabricated  "terrorist"  allegations. 

Clark:  Well  it's  essentially  like  a lynch  mob  type  of  situation.  The  lynch 
mob  stops  in  the  street,  reviews  the  evidence  conclusively  establishing 
that  the  intended  lynch  mob's  victim  couldn't  possibly  have  committed  the 
crime,  nevertheless  determines  "Oh  well,  we're  beyond  that  stage,  we're 
going  to  go  into  denial  on  that  issue,  so  lets  get  on  with  the  hanging."  I 
mean  it  simply  isn't  rational. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  You  are  in  the  process  of  assembling  an  appeal  I gather? 

Clark:  Yes. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  What  sort  of  ground  will  this  appeal  cover? 

Clark:  The  Notice  of  Appeal  - the  argument  is  only  two  pages  long.  It's  so 
absolutely  crystal  clear.  The  Court  does  not  have  jurisdiction.  Law  was 
placed  in  front  of  it  that  demonstrated  conclusively  that  this  is  the 
situation.  The  judge  completely  ignored  that  law  and  lied  that  the 
defendants'  position  was  based  on  a political  aspiration  unsupported  by 
existing  law.  And  there  it  is. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  During  the  trial  your  clients  and  indeed  traditional 
sovereigntists  in  general  have  for  some  time  sought  an  independent, 
impartial  third  party  tribunal.  This  involves  the  constitutional  Canadian 
head  of  state  Queen  Elizabeth  II.  The  Queen  is  on  an  official  state  visit 
right  now.  Perhaps  this  is  a good  time  to  ask  you  exactly  how  the  Queen 
figures  into  land  rights  and  sovereignty. 

Clark:  Well  in  constitutional  theory  the  Queen  is  the  fail-safe  device  that 
secures  Canada's  status  as  a rule  of  law  society  in  this  specific  sense: 


where  the  governments  federal  and  provincial  hijack  the  rule  of  law  the 
Queen  is  the  constitutional  law  of  last  resort.  In  this  particular 
situation  with  the  native  people,  the  federal  and  provincial  governments 
have  hijacked  the  rule  of  law.  They  have  invaded  prematurely  the  Indian 
territories.  Then  they  have  sent  in  their  own  courts  to  prevent  the  law 
that  exposes  this  reality  from  coming  out.  Under  the  Canadian  constitution, 
since  1704,  the  remedy  for  this  situation  has  been  an  application  to  the 
Queen . 

It  was  determined  in  1704  [Mohegan  Indians  v Connecticut]  that  she 
is  obliged  to  appoint  an  independent  and  impartial  adjudicator  in  lieu  of 
the  courts  of  the  offending  governments.  That's  her  obligation.  The 
consequence  of  her  not  fulfilling  her  obligation  is  the  continuing  genocide 
of  the  native  peoples.  She  is  not  doing  her  constitutional  duty.  She  is 
acting  upon  the  advice  of  the  criminals,  that  is  to  say  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments.  By  acting  upon  their  advice  instead  of  doing  her 
constitutional  duty,  she  is  aiding  and  abetting  the  genocide  contrary  to 
article  3 (e)  of  the  Convention  for  the  Prevention  and  Punishment  of  the 
Crime  of  Genocide  1948.  That  is  not  a difficult  proposition  of  law  to  make 
out.  To  prosecute  the  Queen  is,  however,  politically  virtually  impossible. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Has  she  been  contacted?  Is  she  aware  of  this  issue? 

Clark:  Yes.  There  was  a petition  to  the  Queen  dated  January  3,  1995  that 
was  filed  with  her  office,  essentially  following  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
Mohegan  Indians  who  did  the  same  thing  in  1704.  That  was  turned  aside  by 
the  Queen  on  the  grounds  that  the  alleged  criminals,  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments,  weren't  consenting. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  As  you  probably  know  the  celebrations  of  the  explorer  John 
Cabot's  1497  voyage  are  ongoing.  In  celebration  of  his  landfall  the  Queen 
is  quoted  in  the  June  25th  Vancouver  Province  newspaper  as  saying  this 
"represented  the  geographical  and  intellectual  beginning  of  modern  North 
America ..." 

Clark:  Indeed  that's  true.  As  is  well  known,  in  Newfoundland  where  Cabot 
landed  the  genocide  of  the  Beothuk  Indians  occurred.  So  she's  absolutely 
right.  The  pattern  was  set  there.  So  far  as  the  native  peoples  are 
concerned  of  course  the  pattern  set  was  genocide. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Your  clients  and  other  traditionalists  continue  to  seek  from 
Her  Majesty  the  convening  of  this  independent  third  party  court.  Is  that 
right? 

Clark:  We've  almost  given  up  on  that.  The  Queen  has  chosen  sides.  We  asked, 
begged,  pleaded  and  so  on  for  her  to  do  her  constitutional  duty.  We  fully 
informed  her  and  her  office  on  what  that  constitutional  duty  was.  And  in  a 
condition  of  being  fully  informed,  the  Queen  and  her  office  decided  to  side 
with  the  criminals. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  With  reference  to  an  independent  third  party  tribunal  - a 
fundamental  principle  of  natural  justice  in  any  case  - what  are  some  of  the 
other  venues  that  are  possible? 

Clark:  The  basic  possibility  is  the  identical  instrument  to  that 
established  in  1704.  At  that  time  Queen  Anne  in  her  Privy  Council, 
established  a standing  commission  for  the  adjudication  of  disputes  between 
natives  and  newcomers  over  boundaries  and  jurisdiction.  Now  that  committee 
is  not  staffed  at  present  but  being  a standing  committee  it's  immortal. 
There's  been  no  constitutional  amendment  removing  it.  So  all  that's 
required  is  for  the  Queen  freshly  to  commission  a panel  of  judicial 
officers  to  sit  upon  it.  Which  is  what  she  was  requested  to  do  and  which 
she  refused  to  do  for  reasons  of  political  expediency  acting  upon  the 
advice  of  the  criminals  as  I've  said.  The  alternative  would  be 
international  arbitration. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  That  also  came  up  in  the  context  of  the  Delgamuukw  appeal.  In 
an  interview  Gordon  Sebastian  said  that  if  they  didn't  get  results  here 
they'd  go  to  the  World  Court. 

Clark:  That's  just  stupid.  It's  part  of  the  scam  of  lawyers  like  Sebastian. 
There  is  no  access  to  the  World  Court.  His  threat  is  absolute  posturing. 
Worse  than  posturing,  it's  misleading  native  people  into  thinking  they  have 
a viable  remedy  in  the  World  Court. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  In  fact  you've  already  visited  the  World  Court.  Perhaps  you  can 
tell  us  about  that. 


Clark:  Well,  the  World  Court  in  the  Hague,  since  the  1920s,  has  occupied 
the  position  that  the  native  nations  of  the  Americas  do  not  have  locus 
standi  (standing)  to  commence  cases  in  that  court.  The  reason  the  court 
feels  this  way  is  that  it  feels  the  native  nations  are  not  'states'  within 
the  meaning  of  the  statute  of  the  International  Court  of  Justice.  Now  there 
really  isn't  a definition  of  the  concept  'state'  for  the  purposes  of  that 
statute,  and  for  me  it's  a murky  area.  But  the  only  way  one  could  make  the 

argument  for  access  as  a 'state'  to  that  court  would  be  upon  the  basis  of 

the  1704  precedent  in  the  Mohegan  case.  Which  is  precisely  the  precedent 
that  people  like  Gordon  Sebastian,  Stuart  Rush,  Marvin  Storrow,  and  the  BC 
lawyers  mafia  have  precluded  from  addressing. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  What  I would  associate  with  a nation  or  a state  is  a people 
with  a common  language,  a common  homeland,  history,  etc.  Certainly 
indigenous  nations  would  fulfill  these  categories  wouldn't  they? 

Clark:  They  would.  But  that's  essentially  a political  test.  And  that's  part 
of  the  confusion.  You  see,  what  was  decided  in  1704  was  that  for  'juristic' 
purposes,  that  is  for  purposes  of  assessing  court  jurisdiction,  the  native 
nations  are  juristically  sovereign.  So  in  that  sense  they  are  a state. 

That's  been  resolved  for  three  hundred  or  so  years.  The  test  that  you've 

just  described  is  the  normal  type  of  political  test  that  one  uses  to 
ascertain  the  right  to  membership  in  the  United  Nations  or  in  some  of  the 
political  forums.  And  in  a way  the  test  that  you've  described  is  a red 
herring. 

It  sort  of  invites  the  Indians  to  prove  things  like  you've 
described:  common  heritage  and  so  forth,  which  they  don't  have  to  prove. 

The  issue  of  statehood  for  juristic  purposes  is  already  settled  and  has 
been  for  some  300  years.  They  don't  have  to  go  into  this  business  of 
parading  language,  culture  and  history  before  people  that  don't  have 
jurisdiction . 

S.I.S.I.S.:  This  seems  to  be  something  that  happens  time  and  time  again.  It 
seems  always  that  the  onus  is  on  indigenous  nations  to  prove  the  obscenely 
obvious  proposition  that  they  were  here  first. 

Clark:  Yes  and  that's  the  scam.  Ever  since  1535  and  the  Papal  Bull  Sublimus 
Deus,  it's  been  settled  in  natural  and  international  law  that  the  fact  the 
Indians  were  here  first  and  since  they're  human  beings  they  have  original 
jurisdiction.  The  consequence  of  that  is:  us  newcomers,  the  way  we  get 
jurisdiction  is  by  acquisition  from  the  original  jurisdiction  holders.  And 
the  process  of  acquisition  is  the  treaty  process.  That's  why  the  treaty 
process  was  created  and  why  it's  still  around.  It  isn't  window  dressing.  It 
exists  for  a solid  legal  reason  with  great  historical  depth. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  British  Columbia  purports  to  have  just  recently  begun  a treaty 
process  leading  to  "modern  day  treaties."  It  is  widely  felt  the  process 
does  not  constitute  proper  treaty  making  since  it  is  not  a nation-to-nation 
process  but  involves  the  Province,  a lower  order  of  government  negotiating 
with  its  own  imposed  agent  - the  DIA  Band  Council.  Can  you  further 
elaborate  the  bogus  nature  of  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  process? 

Clark:  It's  patently  fraudulent.  Right  now,  the  so-called  BC  Treaty  process 
is  premised  upon  the  assumption  the  newcomers  already  have  jurisdiction. 

What  BC  is  negotiating  is  a relinquishment  by  the  newcomers  of  some  limited 
land  rights  and  jurisdictional  rights  to  the  Indians.  That's  completely 
fraudulent.  Since  there  hasn't  been  a treaty,  the  newcomers  can't  possibly 
have  any  jurisdiction. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Yes,  it  seems  that  BC  has  turned  the  process  on  it's  head. 

White  society  purports  to  cede  certain  rights  and  titles  to  the  Indigenous 
nations  already  legally  in  possession. 

Clark:  That's  the  great  fraud.  That's  why  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763 
rehearsed  the  fact  that  "Whereas  Great  Frauds  and  Abuses  have  been 
Committed,"  then  it  went  on  to  stipulate  its  provisions  and  sanctions.  The 
process  that  the  proclamation  described  of  "Great  Frauds  and  Abuses" 
classically  is  illustrated  by  what's  going  on  in  British  Columbia. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Dr.  Clark,  we  know  that  despite  the  statements  of  Chief  Justice 
Antonio  Lamer  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  that  your  submissions  to  the 
Court  on  September  12,  1995  were  "the  most  preposterous  and  outrageous 
things  I've  ever  heard,"  I gather  you  were  granted  the  right  to  appear 
before  the  Court  again.  This  may  surprise  some  people  since  the 


demonization  process  by  the  bench,  bar  and  media  of  yourself  was  so 
widespread.  One  would  have  thought  you  were  forever  excluded  from  the  high 
court.  However  you  are  going  back  to  this  Court  on  behalf  of  the  Mi'gmaq 
nation  with  regard  to  a test  case  on  Quebec  secession.  What  happened  to 
persuade  the  Court  to  hear  you  again? 

Clark:  On  September  12,  1995  the  comment  you've  just  identified  was  made  by 
the  Chief  Justice.  Now  at  that  stage  he  and  the  Court  had  not  looked  at  the 
law  that  I was  attempting  to  put  before  them.  I was  making  an  application 
to  attempt  to  put  before  them  the  law  such  as  the  1704  Order  in  Council 
which  precludes  newcomer  court  jurisdiction.  And  they  decided  upon  the 
basis  of  an  a priori  assumption  that  you've  just  identified  that  this  was 
preposterous.  And  on  that  basis  they  refused  to  look  at  the  law. 
Subsequently,  on  January  17,  1997,  I again  presented  the  same  law  or 
attempted  to  present  the  same  law,  but  in  the  context  of  an  application  by 
the  Mi'gmaq  nation  to  intervene  in  the  Reference  Concerning  Quebec 
Secession,  for  the  specific  purpose  of  informing  the  Court  of  the  law 
establishing  that  vis  a vis  that  portion  of  Quebec  territory  which  remains 
unsurrendered  Indian  Territory,  the  Court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  comment. 

And  I guess  to  some  extent  time  heals  the  passion  that  was  going  on 
in  September  1995  in  relation  to  the  Gustafsen  Lake  dispute.  Things  had 
calmed  down.  The  lynch  mob  had  gone  home  and  had  a good  night's  sleep, 
apparently  the  judges  actually  looked  at  the  law  to  some  extent  and  found: 
"My  God,  there's  a prima  facie  case  here."  In  consequence  of  that  they 
invited  me  to  place  before  the  Court  on  behalf  of  the  traditionalist 
Indians  as  contrasted  with  the  Indian  Act  collaborators,  the  law 
substantiating  native  sovereignty. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  You  were  also  vindicated  by  a ruling  of  the  Upper  Canada  Law 
Society.  Might  that  also  have  had  an  effect.? 

Clark:  Without  question.  On  September  12,  1995  after  the  Chief  Justice  made 
his  disparaging  comment  about  the  preposterousness  of  the  suggestion  that 
the  Court  might  not  have  jurisdiction,  on  August  14  the  registrar  of  the 
SCC  reported  me  to  the  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada  with  a view  to  getting 
me  disbarred  for  even  having  suggested  this.  Subsequently  the  Law  Society 
held  that  my  point  of  law  was  well  taken,  was  certainly  arguable,  that  the 
courts  should  address  the  law  rather  than  stonewall  it,  and  that  in  any 
event  the  allegation  of  genocide  being  conducted  against  the  native  peoples 
was  valid  - that  everyone  knows  that  genocide  has  and  is  occurring  in  this 
country. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  on  September  12, 
1995,  was  that  the  issue  of  jurisdiction  had  not  yet  been  dealt  with  by  the 
courts  below  in  British  Columbia.  They  [the  SCC]  could  not  therefore  deal 
with  the  issue  and  instructed  you  to  return  to  BC,  is  that  correct? 

Clark:  That's  exactly  right.  The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  on  September  12, 
1995  confirmed  that  the  Delgamuukw  case  was  not  relevant  to  the  court 
jurisdiction  issue.  Now  when  I go  back  to  BC  such  as  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
trial  the  judge  and  legal  system  there  is  willfully  blind  to  what  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  has  said.  The  reasons  cited  by  Justice  Bruce 
Josephson  [Gustafsen  Lake  trial  judge  BC  Supreme  Court]  for  his  assumption 
that  the  Courts  do  have  jurisdiction  was  that  the  issue  was  resolved  in  the 
Delgamuukw  case.  I placed  before  him  the  transcript  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  ruling  of  September  12  stating  the  very  opposite  and  he  simply 
ignored  it.  He  didn't  cite  it,  he  didn't  refer  to  it,  he  just  simply 
entered  into  a state  of  psychological  denial.  You  can't  get  a more  black 
and  white  situation  than  the  September  12  ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  establishing  that  Delgamuukw  is  irrelevant  to  the  court  jurisdiction 
question.  Regardless  of  that,  the  people  at  Gustafsen  Lake  are  convicted  on 
the  basis  of  Delgamuukw. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Didn't  the  same  lawyers  like  Stuart  Rush  who  argued  against  you 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  that  Delgamuukw  didn't  deal  with  court 
jurisdiction  argue  back  in  BC  that  Delgamuukw  had  dealt  with  the  issue? 

Clark:  Yes  they  argued  that.  Privately,  in  the  RCMP  notes,  dealing  with 
Stuart  Rush,  it's  interesting,  one  of  the  conditions  Mr.  Rush  stipulated 
for  working  for  the  RCMP  was  that  the  RCMP  not  make  it  known  he  was  giving 
them  this  advice.  It's  really  so  tawdry  and  sneaky  and  vicious  in  every 
respect . 


S.I.S.I.S.:  You've  also  been  at  work  in  the  United  States.  In  New  York 
state  there's  been  a lot  of  activity  in  the  area  of  native  rights  regarding 
taxation.  Can  you  tell  us  what  the  latest  is  there. 

Clark:  It's  interesting.  In  New  York  I've  been  contacted  fairly  recently  by 
descendants  of  the  Mohegans  who  were  originally  involved  in  the  1704  case 
which  established  the  principle  of  native  sovereignty  so  far  as  it 
precludes  court  jurisdiction. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  That's  the  Mohegans  v Connecticut  case? 

Clark:  Yes.  Actually  the  Mohegans'  traditional  territory  was  the  Hudson 
River  drainage  basin.  That  was  its  central  core.  In  consequence  of  the 
European  invasion  some  of  their  nation  or  separate  bands  relocated  to 
Connecticut  and  hence  we  have  the  precedent  Mohegan  Indians  v Connecticut. 
Some  stayed  in  what  is  now  New  York  state  and  those  are  the  ones  for  whom 
I'm  now  acting.  Significant  portions  of  New  York  remain  unsurrendered 
Indian  country  including  interestingly  the  statue  of  Liberty. 

S.I.S.I.S. : Ellis  Island? 

Clark:  Ellis  Island.  And  that's  being  litigated  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  on  behalf  of  the  Mohegans  intervening  in  the  US  Supreme  Court 
relative  to  Ellis  Island  and  the  statue  of  Liberty.  Making  the  identical 
point,  interestingly  enough,  for  which  I was  assaulted  and  jailed  for 
having  made  in  British  Columbia  in  Judge  Friesen's  hysterical  court. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  So  far  then  obviously  the  US  courts  have  been  somewhat  better 
than  the  British  Columbia  courts? 

Clark:  Well  to  this  point.  For  example  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York  is 
listening  to  me  and  receiving  arguments  from  me  pro  hac  vice  - which  means 
even  though  I'm  not  a member  of  the  bar  of  the  state  of  New  York,  the 
judges  so  far  seem  willing  and  interested  in  hearing  the  law  upon  which 
I've  done  my  doctorate  and  upon  which  I've  a measure  of  expertise. 

Contrasted  of  course  in  Canada  where  the  judges  will  not  listen  to  me  and 
use,  as  an  excuse,  the  fact  the  bar  associations  in  some  provinces  will  not 
grant  me  occasional  appearance  certificates.  And  the  bar  associations  won't 
grant  me  occasional  appearance  certificates  because  they  feel  I'm  being 
insulting  to  the  judges  by  telling  them  they  don't  have  jurisdiction. 
Basically  it's  just  a conspiracy  between  the  bench  and  bar  to  preclude  the 
law  from  being  heard  by  exorcising  its  messenger. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  We  wanted  to  know  where  those  American  cases  were  at  because  I 
suspect  that  once  the  authorities  grasp  the  significance  of  the  challenge 
you  pose,  you  may  very  well  see  the  same  sort  of  reaction  develop. 

Clark:  Well  it's  very  interesting  and  you're  right,  we  will  find  out.  It  is 
conceivable  that  the  United  States,  at  least  northeastern  United  States, 
the  older  portion  of  it  may  be  a more  mature  rule  of  law  society  than 
British  Columbia.  It  is  conceivable  they  may  not  go  into  a hysterical  mode 
but  will  actually  address  the  law  and  apply  it  and  if  need  be  amend  it. 
Without  ignoring  it.  We  don't  know.  Right  now  it  looks  much  more  promising 
than  it  does  in  British  Columbia.  So  far  at  least  the  first  reaction  of  the 
judges  in  New  York  has  not  been  to  shoot  the  messenger. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Or  worse.  Death  threats  to  "kill  this  Clark  and  smear  the  prick 
and  everyone  associated  with  him"  were  attributed  to  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
RCMP  Commander  Superintendent  Len  Olfert. 

Clark:  It's  conceivable  that  the  remark  was  made  figuratively  not  literally. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Let  us  hope  so,  but  the  trial  also  revealed  that  police  had 
identified  a number  of  "hardliners  that  may  require  killing".  The  words, 
actions  and  intentions  of  the  authorities  were  and  are  distinctly  sinister 
as  regards  the  indigenous  sovereignty  struggle. 

Clark:  There's  absolutely  no  question  about  sinister.  They  consciously  and 
actively  worked  to  stonewall  the  law. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  And  kill  18  people  on  their  own  unceded  Sundance  grounds. 

Clark:  I think  essentially  they  were  indifferent  to  that.  If  that  had  not 
been  an  incident  of  them  asserting  their  jurisdiction  I don't  know  if  they 
would  have  been  unduly  upset  by  it. 

S.I.S.I.S.:  Dr.  Clark  thank  you  for  this  . We  will  continue  to  follow  these 
matters  and  we  wish  you  well  in  the  days  to  come. 
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The  headlines  are  among  the  most  sensational  and  disturbing  in  recent 
years  in  Canada.  In  court  cases,  testimony  before  government  commissions, 
literature  and  public  speeches.  First  Nations  people  in  Canada  have 
recounted  their  experiences  in  residential  schools.  These  educational 
institutions,  designed  as  instruments  of  "civilization"  and  training, 
became  powerful  tools  of  cultural  destruction,  language  suppression  and 
personal  torment.  In  recent  years,  media  attention  has  focused  on  examples 
of  sexual  abuse  and  brutality,  documented  in  frightening  detail  by  the 
survivors  of  the  residential  school  experience.  The  recent  Royal 
Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples  listened  to  many  First  Nations  speakers 
as  they  recounted  their  stories,  and  included  a detailed  examination  of 
residential  schools  in  their  final  report. 

For  many  years.  First  Nations  people  in  Canada  described  the  cultural 
and  social  mistreatment  that  they  experienced  at  the  hands  of  religious 
and  government  school  officials  and  attempted  to  convince  Canadians  of  the 
long-term  effects  of  the  residential  school  experience  on  their  lives  and 
their  communities.  Few  non-Natives  paid  much  attention  to  their  criticisms. 
Education  was,  after  all,  one  of  the  "good  things"  that  governments  did 
for  indigenous  peoples,  the  foundation  of  the  First  Nations  meager 
economic  prosperity  and  their  hope  for  the  future.  Only  a handful  of 
Canadians  had  more  than  an  inkling  of  the  deep-seated  hostility  and  anger 
that  First  Nations  had  for  the  residential  schools. 

Save  for  a few  ardent  defenders  of  the  residential  schools,  few 
Canadians  continue  to  hold  to  that  view.  What  has  often  been  described  as 
the  "mission-school  syndrome"  is  now  well  known  across  the  country.  _ 
Shingwauk's  Vision_  (the  title  refers  to  the  effort  of  Chief  Shingwauk  to 
bring  Anglican  missionary  services  and  education  to  his  people,  in  the 


hope  that  it  would  enrich  the  lives  of  the  Ojibwa)  is  not  an  attempt  to 
raise  the  temperature  in  an  already  heated  debate.  It  does  provide  an 
explanation  for  the  angers  and  frustrations  of  former  students  and  their 
parents.  What  the  book  does  offer  is  even  more  important--a  balanced, 
carefully  considered  and  scholarly  appraisal  of  an  important  and  intrusive 
colonial  institution.  Historian  I.  R.  Miller  has  stepped  into  a debate 
that  is  inflamed  by  the  passions  of  contemporary  indigenous  politics,  the 
pain  of  personal  experience,  and  the  rationalizations  of  the  church  and 
government  organizations.  This  is  difficult  ground,  since  the 
controversies  surrounding  residential  school  education  in  Canada  reveal 
the  degree  to  which  indigenous  history,  in  particular,  remains  contested 
territory.  Few  historians  could  have  handled  this  challenge  with  more 
compassion,  caution  and  insight. 

The  history  of  Native  residential  schools  in  Canada  is  told  in  three 
sections.  In  the  first,  "Establishing  the  Residential  School  System," 
Miller  examines  the  nature  of  indigenous  education,  and  recounts  the 
origins  of  the  residential  school  system  in  Canada.  He  follows  the  trail 
through  the  hitherto  little  known  developments  in  New  France,  experiments 
in  British  North  America,  and  the  expansion  of  the  residential  school 
concept  across  the  new  nation  of  Canada  from  the  1880s  to  the  1920s.  The 
account  focuses  primarily  on  the  objectives  of  the  missionary  and 
government  agencies  involved  with  setting  up  the  early  residential 
schools;  few  accounts  of  students'  experiences  survived.  What  is  available, 
however,  is  used  to  illustrate  the  continuity  between  early  developments 
and  twentieth-century  activities- -particularly  indigenous  dissatisfaction 
with  the  educational  initiatives  and  cultural  structurings  built  into  the 
school  system. 

The  heart  of  the  book  rests  in  the  second  section,  "Experiencing 
Residential  Schools,"  which  focuses  on  twentieth-century  developments. 

Here  Miller  draws  on  a judicious  balance  of  written  (largely  government) 
sources  and  oral  testimony  from  former  students  and  teachers.  While  he 
gives  fair  attention  to  government  priorities  and  objectives--previously 
the  central  focus  of  historical  work  on  residential  schools- -Miller 
devotes  much  of  this  segment  to  a study  of  the  students'  experiences.  The 
chapters  on  "Abuse"  and  "Resistance"  are  particularly  compelling.  The 
author,  obviously  confronted  with  disturbing  accounts  of  violence  and 
sexual  assault,  works  to  keep  the  experiences  in  perspective  and  to 
provide  a convincing  analysis  while  not  losing  sight  of  the  personal 
suffering  encapsulated  in  the  stories.  Miller  provides  a compelling  and 
disturbing  account  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  violence  and  abuse-- 
teachers  and  supervisors  toward  students  and  student  to  student--that  was 
often  a big  part  of  life  in  the  residential  schools.  The  discussion  of 
resistance  is  of  particular  importance,  for  it  illustrates  the  degree  to 
which  First  Nations  students  and  parents  protested  conditions  in  the 
schools- -while  often  still  supporting  the  concept  of  Canadian  education-- 
and  their  often  futile  attempts  to  gain  government  attention.  Miller  does 
not  pull  punches  in  his  descriptions--one  male  supervisor  at  a 
Saskatchewan  school  is  described  as  a "monster"--and  the  accompanying 
account  reveals  the  accuracy  of  the  word  (p.  327) --but  even  this  account 
is  not  overwhelmed  by  the  emotional  situation. 

Part  Three  offers  an  assessment  of  the  final  years  of  the  Native 
residential  school  program  and  an  analysis  of  the  meaning  and  contemporary 
significance  of  the  residential  school  experience  in  Canada.  "An 
Assessment"  provides  an  excellent  discussion  of  the  historical  processes 
involved  with  residential  schools,  including  government-missionary 
motivation.  First  Nations  response,  pedagogical  elements,  and  long-term 
social  and  cultural  impacts.  This  survey  provides  a concise  overview  of 
the  book's  main  themes  and  a very  insightful  analysis  of  the  lingering 
effects  of  residential  school  education  on  First  Nations  relations  with 
other  Canadians.  It  is  the  best  short  summary  of  the  significance  of  the 
residential  school  education  available.  Of  particular  note  is  the  final 
section  of  the  chapter,  which  offers  a compelling  discussion  of  the 
question  of  the  moral  and  practical  responsibility  for  the  legacy  of  the 
residential  schools.  Miller  argues  that  Canadians  have  a continuing  and 
unresolved  collective  responsibility  for  dealing  with  the  fall-out  of  the 


educational  experiments.  He  ends  his  book  with  the  cautionary  note  that 
contemporary  political  leaders  have  not  yet  surrendered  the  paternalistic 
impulses  that  underlay  the  residential  school  initiative. 

While  it  is  important  to  note  that  _Shingwauk's  Vision_  provides  a great 
deal  of  historical  background  to  the  claims  and  accusations  of 
contemporary  First  Nations  people,  the  greatest  strength  of  the  book  lies 
elsewhere.  Native  residential  schools  were  comprehensive  institutions,  in 
that  they  sought  to  control  all  aspects  of  the  students'  lives.  By  moving 
beyond  the  important  but  more  sensational  elements--violence,  sexual  abuse, 
suppression  of  indigenous  languages--Miller  provides  an  excellent  means  of 
understanding  the  long-term  impact  of  the  government-funded  schools.  His 
study  of  the  relationship  between  gender  and  education  provides  useful 
insights  into  the  differential  impact  of  residential  schools  on  boys  and 
girls,  and  an  introduction  to  European  concepts  of  gender  differences  to 
First  Nations  children.  Similarly,  Miller  offers  a detailed  examination  of 
the  work  conducted  by  residential  school  students--often  involving  more 
time  than  classroom  instruction--and  the  social  and  recreational 
activities  offered  after  hours.  The  chapter  entitled  "Child  Care"  provides 
an  excellent  description  of  the  institutional  life  within  residential 
schools.  Collectively,  Miller's  account  illustrates  the  pervasive  impact 
of  residential  school  education  on  the  children  that  passed  through  the 
institutions  and  provides  an  excellent  examination  of  the  lasting  social, 
cultural  and  emotional  effects  of  government-sponsored  education. 

Miller  draws  from  a wide  and  diverse  range  of  sources.  He  makes  good  use 
of  well-known  government  collections,  and  draws  extensively  on  the 
available  historiography.  To  a degree  that  still  remains  rare,  he  makes 
effective  use  of  major  missionary  collections  and  explores  little-used 
materials  in  a variety  of  other  repositories.  Most  significantly.  Miller 
collected  oral  testimony  from  many  people,  most  of  them  former  students  of 
the  residential  schools.  Teachers  and  school  administrators  may  argue 
(they  have  done  so  in  many  other  instances)  that  they  were  not  interviewed 
as  extensively  as  the  students,  but  their  thoughts  and  experiences  are  far 
better  recorded  in  the  written  record  than  are  those  of  the  students. 

Miller  also  kept  a close  eye  on  contemporary  media  coverage  of  the 
residential  school  experience,  and  used  the  material  generated  to  good 
effect,  in  framing  and  explaining  historical  developments. 

This  is  a book  with  few  shortcomings.  A set  of  useful  maps  is  provided 
and  numerous  photographs--most  of  them  are  of  the  official  variety, 
showing  staged,  well  scrubbed  students--are  included  in  the  text.  Each 
chapter  in  the  "Experiencing  Residential  Schools"  begins  and  ends  with  an 
extended  quote  from  a First  Nations  student,  offering  readers  the  words 
and  sentiments  that,  until  recently,  went  largely  unheard.  Miller  might 
have  devoted  a little  more  time  to  describing  the  relationship  between  the 
residential  schools  and  the  dozens  of  day  schools  operated  by  the  Canadian 
government  and  missionary  organizations.  After  all,  more  First  Nations 
students  attended  the  day  schools  than  the  high  profile  residential 
schools.  And,  there  is  perhaps  not  enough  about  the  motivations  of  the 
school  workers;  their  devotion  to  their  cause  is  a matter  of  considerable 
significance  in  understanding  the  evolution  and  impact  of  the  schools.  The 
lack  of  systematic  analysis  to  the  missionaries  and  teachers  remains  a 
significant  historiographical  gap.  Finally,  Miller  follows  the  well 
established  Canadian  tradition  of  exploring  the  developments  in  a national 
context.  Some  attention  should  have  been  paid,  even  if  only  in  summary 
form,  to  the  comparable  developments  in  the  education  of  indigenous 
peoples  in  other  countries.  This  broader,  comparative  perspective  would 
have  strengthened  an  already  strong  book. 

_Shingwauk's  Vision_  is  a wonderful  example  of  the  historian's  craft. 
Miller  has  combined  a strong  narrative  thread,  drawn  largely  on  the 
administrative  and  policy  history  of  residential  school  education  in 
Canada,  with  well  chosen  accounts  of  experiences  of  students  and  teachers. 
The  study  is  engaging,  well  written  and  insightful.  It  does  not  shy  away 
from  contemporary  public  debates- -Miller ' s position  on  the  current  issues 
is  made  abundantly  clear--but  nor  do  these  discussions  dominate  or  direct 
the  analysis.  This  is  not  polemic  masquerading  as  history,  but  rather  a 
sound,  systematic  and  thorough  examination  of  an  issue  of  vital 


contemporary  importance.  The  debate  that  must  and  will  continue  about  the 
impact  of  residential  school  education  on  First  Nations  people  in  Canada 
will  be  much  stronger  with  Miller's  timely  contribution. 

Copyright  (c)  1997  by  H-Net,  all  rights  reserved.  This  work  may  be  copied  for 
non-profit  education  if  proper  credit  is  given  to  the  author  and  the  list.  For 
other  permission,  please  contact  h-net@h-net@msu . edu . 
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WEAVERS  AND  CAGERS 

Once  in  time  there  were  a people  who  were  Weavers.  When  a child  was  born 
one  of  his  hairs  was  woven  into  the  Great  Tapestry  and  as  he  grew  he  was 
taught  to  collect  bits  of  items  that  were  important  to  him,  and  he  was 
shown  how  to  form  the  pictures  that  carried  the  messages  of  his  living, 
into  the  Great  Tapestry.  Weavers  treasured  experiences  as  each  experience 
gave  them  an  opportunity  to  offer  a picture  to  the  Tapestry.  When  an 
important  event  occurred  all  the  people  wove  together  and  Readers  told  the 
stories  so  each  generation  would  understand  the  celebrations  to  honor 
past  events.  All  Weavers  did  not  live  in  the  same  place.  There  were 
hundreds  of  group  and  each  tended  a Great  Tapestry.  Weaving  was  sacred 
work. 

In  another  land  the  Cagers  lived.  From  the  time  a child  was  born  he  was 
taught  that  everything  was  dangerous  unless  it  was  in  a cage.  As  he  grew 
he  was  taught  what  to  make  cages  out  of  and  what  to  put  in  the  cages. 

Cagers  feared  uncaged  things  so  much  they  even  put  themselves  in  cages. 

In  fact,  a person  was  judged  by  the  type  of  cage  he  lived  in.  The  most 
honored  had  the  largest  and  most  decorated  cages.  Cage  building  was 
sacred  work. 

One  day  while  looking  for  materials  some  young  Cagers  came  to  the  land 
of  the  Weavers.  They  were  excited  to  see  so  much  available  building 
materials  and  were  also  frightened  because  they  saw  no  cages  and  knew  they 
were  not  safe. 

Now  begins  a time  when  battles  and  conflicts  between  the  Weavers  and 
Cagers  filled  everyone's  days  and  nights  and  we  will  go  forward  to  the 
moment  when  the  Cagers  learned  about  the  Great  Tapestries.  The  Cagers 
concluded  that  the  strength  of  the  Weavers  was  contained  in  the  Tapestries. 

If  the  Tapestries  were  destroyed,  the  Weavers  would  loose  their  unity  of 
purpose  and  be  easy  to  conquer.  The  Tapestries  were  stolen,  destroyed  or 
damaged  and  the  Cagers  controlled  the  land.  To  ensure  that  the  Weavers 
would  not  cause  problems  in  the  future,  children  were  taught  that  Weaving 
was  dangerous  and  small  minded  and  Caging  was  holy  and  safe.  Cager 
thinking  was  rewarded  and  Weaver  thinking  was  punished.  Laws  were  written 
to  abolish  the  attempt  of  anyone  who  prevented  cage  building.  On  a social 
level  people  who  didn't  want  to  build  or  lacked  building  skills  were 
ridiculed  or  shunned. 

After  hundreds  of  years  there  were  still  Weavers  and  there  were  still 
Cagers,  but  now  there  were  also  many  in  between  and  the  land  was  covered 
with  cages.  Some  Cagers  felt  comfortable  that  they  could  use  whatever 
land  was  left  anytime  they  want  to  and  some  Cagers  felt  uncomfortable 
because  they  were  running  out  of  building  materials  and  room  to  build.  It 
was  at  this  time  a group  of  Weavers  came  forward  and  demanded  all 
Tapestries  that  had  been  taken  during  the  conquest  be  returned.  The 
Tapestries  that  were  kept  by  the  Cagers  were  only  frayed,  tattered  bits  of 


the  originals  and  some  of  the  Cagers  agreed  thinking  it  couldn't  hurt  and 
some  agreed  thinking  it  could  help  and  some  refused  to  release  the 
fragments  from  their  safe  glass  cages.  In  the  end  it  was  decided  that  the 
Tapestries  would  not  be  released  but  weaving  would  be  legal  - with 
contingencies : 

o Weaving  could  only  be  done  in  areas  assigned  by  Cagers 

o Materials  used  for  cages  could  not  be  used  for  weaving  or 

for  looms  without  permission, 
o etc . 

In  short,  weaving  was  legal  as  long  as  it  didn't  interfere  with  cage 
building,  or  look  like  it  had  the  potential  to  interfere  in  future  cage 
building. 

Tapestries  that  had  been  kept  hidden  and  worked  on  for  hundreds  of  years 
were  brought  out  and  displayed.  Everyone  one  who  saw  a Tapestry  was 
affected  and  there  were  so  many,  that  a person  could  spend  a life  just  in 
categorizing  which  group  of  Weavers  worked  a particular  Tapestry.  People 
were  amazed  at  their  beauty  and  wanted  to  know  as  much  about  the 
Tapestries  as  they  could.  The  study  of  Tapestry  seemed  to  become  more 
important  than  weaving  and  being  the  owner  of  a piece  of  tapestry  was  a 
status  symbol.  Soon,  a great  many  people  claimed  to  own  or  to  be  related 
to  someone  who  owned  an  original  piece  of  Tapestry. . 

The  Tapestry  Industry  grew.  At  first,  a good  copy  would  bring  in  as 
much  money  as  an  original  because  most  people  could  not  tell  the 
difference  - but  experts  in  Tapestry  Categorization  could.  The 
Categorizers  made  money  selling  books  that  claimed  to  teach  the  difference. 

Since  a lot  of  these  books  stated  that  all  Tapestries  were  a forgery 
except  for  what  the  author  offered,  people  wanted  more  assurance  that  what 
they  owned  was  authentic. 

The  Cagers  appointed  trusted  Categorizers  to  search  the  land  and 
document  each  authentic  Tapestry  and  list  the  names  of  those  who  could 
prove  they  contributed  to  the  weaving.  Each  listed  person  was  given  a 
number  to  use  along  with  the  Tapestry  they  made  for  public  sale.  The  list 
was  published  and  considered  final.  People  didn't  really  read  the  lists, 
just  knowing  the  information  was  locked  up  safe  in  a book  allowed  them  to 
spend  their  money  in  peace.  It  didn't  matter  that  many  Tapestries  were 
not  found  and  documented  and  it  didn't  matter  that  many  who  claimed  to  be 
listed  were  not. 

Eventually,  the  glory  of  owning  a bit  of  Tapestry  faded  because  anyone 
could  have  a piece  - BUT  not  everyone  was  a Weaver.  And  people  came  to 
learn  Weaving.  They  brought  gifts  and  money  and  promises  hoping  to  take 
in  a few  quick  lessons  and  have  themselves  declared  Weavers.  What  the 
Seekers  expected  was  a painless  exchange,  what  they  got  was  scrutinized, 
interrogated  and  tested  by  the  general  population  of  that  particular  group 
of  Weavers  before  they  were  even  considered  to  be  considered. 

Recreational  Seekers  left  right  away.  Those  who  were  driven  by  stronger 
forces  stayed  and  if  accepted,  were  finally  introduced  to  the  Carekeeper 
of  the  Tapestry. 

Some  Carekeepers  turned  their  backs  on  all  Cagers  thinking  The  Fear  of 
Uncaged  Things  was  a highly  contagious  disease  and  would  destroy  all 
Natural  Weavers  if  they  were  exposed  to  it.  Some  thought  that  anyone  with 
Weaver  blood  was  immune  to  the  Fear.  Some  accepted  only  those  who 
displayed  Weaver  characteristics.  And  some  relied  on  the  wonderment  of 
the  Tapestry  to  make  a final  choice  and  accepted  anyone  who  came  to  them. 

If  the  Carekeeper  found  the  Seeker  acceptable  he  then  determined  if  the 
Seeker  was  infected  by  the  Fear  of  Uncaged  Things,  and  If  the  Seeker  was, 
the  Tapestry  Reader  determined  what  endeavors  were  necessary  to  rid  the 
person  of  their  fear.  If  the  Seeker  completed  the  given  assignments  they 
were  finally  presented  to  the  Teacher  of  Weaving  Techniques.  The  entire 
process  took  years. 

Each  year  more  and  more  Seekers  sought  the  Carekeepers  until  it  became 
obvious  to  Weaver  and  Cager  that  Seeking  was  an  important  activity.  Once 
again  Categorizers  were  sent.  They  came  back  with  lists.  There  were  the 
Visuals,  those  that  displayed  Weaver  ancestry,  but  for  one  reason  or 
another,  grew  up  in  Cager  society.  Some  Visuals  demanded  personal 
retribution  for  never  being  allowed  to  weave.  Some  declared  themselves 


Teachers  of  Weaving  Techniques  by  Default  and  sold  information  to  many 
seekers.  Some  Visuals  just  wanted  to  go  home. 

Then  there  were  the  People  of  Choice  - those  who  did  not  display  their 
Weaver  ancestry,  but  turned  away  from  their  Cager  ancestry.  Some  were 
raised  as  Weavers  and  wanted  recognition,  some  were  raised  as  Cagers  but 
were  not  infected  by  the  Fear  of  Uncaged  Things  and  they  sought  a place  of 
comfort . 

There  were  also  Seekers  who  sought  understanding. 

The  Categorizers  published  their  lists  and  up  popped  the  Suppliers. 

"Don't  have  a lifetime  to  spend  learning  to  Weave?  We'll  teach  you  in  a 
week-end ! " 

"Can't  find  a group  of  Weavers  that  will  accept  you?  We'll  create  our 
own!"  "Your  best  friend  would  mistake  you  for  a Weaver  in  our  Weaver 
outfits!"  "Learn  to  style  your  hair  the  way  the  Weavers  do!"  "Make  your 
own  authentic  Weaver  jewelry!" 

Whatever  was  needed  there  was  someone  to  sell  it. 

There  is  another  category  that  the  Categorizers  missed  and  they  always 
seem  to  miss  them  because  these  people  are  everywhere  yet  they  do  not 
bring  very  much  attention  to  themselves.  They  do  not  seek  or  sell.  They 
offer  what  is  needed  when  it  is  needed.  They  listen  and  comfort  and  care 
and  every  chance  they  get  they  - talk  to  a tree,  sing  their  prayers, 
dance  with  the  wind,  hug  their  lawns,  glory  in  the  storms,  laugh  loud, 
cry  deeply,  fight  for  gentleness,  play  with  babies,  use  their  strength  to 
protect,  and  demand  that  everyone  be  allowed  to  feel  comfortable  being  who 
they  are. 
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Cornell's  Native  Americas  Journal  Wins  Three  Awards  At  Native  American 
Journalist's  Association's  1997  Conference 

ITFIACA,  N.Y.  --  For  the  second  year  in  a row.  Native  Americas  Journal, 
the  critically  acclaimed  publication  of  Akwe:kon  Press  at  Cornell 
University's  American  Indian  Program,  took  home  top  honors  for  General 
Excellence  Magazine  from  the  Native  American  Journalists  Association's 
annual  awards  competition.  This  year  it  shared  the  top  prize  with  Tribal 
Colleges  magazine. 

In  addition.  Native  Americas  was  awarded  first  place  for  Best  Editorial, 
a column  by  James  Treat  calling  for  reconciliation  and  understanding 
between  traditional  and  Christian  Indians,  entitled  "On  Laughing  and 
Praying,"  and  also  received  a Special  Citation  for  an  article  by  newly 
enrolled  American  Indian  Program  graduate  student  Kallen  Martin  that 
detailed  the  issue  of  New  York  State's  attempts  to  tax  Indian  nations, 
entitled  "Indians  Not  Taxed:  Will  Sovereignty  Survive?" 

"We  are  delighted  with  these  honors  from  our  peers,"  said  Dr.  Jose 
Barreiro,  associate  director  for  extension  at  the  American  Indian  Program. 
"Increasingly,  Native  Americas  is  being  recognized  for  its  deep 
understandings  of  the  pertinent  issues,  trends  and  historical  and  cultural 
Indian  contexts  throughout  the  Western  Flemisphere.  The  Journal's  content 
and  presentation  benefits  substantially  from  an  editorial  group  that 
possesses  real  community  development  experience.  Whether  in  the  United 
States,  Canada,  Mexico,  Guatemala,  Peru,  Brazil,  Cuba  or  elsewhere,  we 
have  our  eyes  and  minds  on  the  Indian  heartbeat." 


Dames  Treat's  award-winning  column,  "On  Laughing  and  Praying,"  draws 
attention  to  the  labels  both  Native  and  non-Native  people  use  to  create 
categories  of  spiritual  identity  that  often  place  Christianized  Indians  at 
the  center  of  criticism  and  intertribal  jokes.  In  identifying  some  of  the 
positive  roles  Christian  institutions  often  play  in  Indian  communities  he 
writes,  "Christian  liturgical  forms  can  facilitate  community 
reconciliation  and  allow  for  the  fulfillment  of  ceremonial  obligations." 
Treat,  who  is  assistant  professor  of  American  Studies  and  assistant 
director  of  the  Native  American  Studies  Center  at  the  University  of  New 
Mexico,  writes  that  within  the  Indian  context,  "Our  world  will  move  a 
little  closer  to  the  justice  and  peace  that  so  many  religious  people  are 
praying  for  when  we  learn  to  reach  across  our  differences-cultural, 
political,  even  religious-and  begin  laughing  with,  not  at,  each  other." 

With  eloquence  and  penetrating  insight,  his  column,  featured  in  the 
Journal's  Last  Words  department,  helped  to  articulate  the  powerful 
realities  of  Indian  spiritual  diversity  that  are  rarely  expressed. 

Kallen  Martin's  article,  "Indians  Not  Taxed:  Will  Sovereignty  Survive?," 
was  honored  with  a Special  Citation.  The  NAJA  judges  drew  special 
attention  to  this  article  because  they  felt  is  was:  "an  extraordinary  and 
comprehensive  magazine-length  story,  impossible  to  compare  with  the 
newspaper  entries  in  news  or  feature  writing  categories.  'Indians  Not 
Taxed'  brings  forward  an  important  public  policy  issue  for  Native  and  non- 
Native  readers.  It  is  an  impressive  service  to  journalism." 

Conceptualized  and  edited  by  Tim  Johnson,  executive  manager  of  Native 
Americas,  and  Dr.  Barreiro,  Martin's  article  reported  the  many  faces  of 
the  taxation  issue-from  the  external  trends  and  movements  of  a 
conservative  Congress  and  Supreme  Court  to  the  internal  Indian  struggles 
for  power  as  tribal  governments  are  torn  in  different  directions  regarding 
how  best  to  preserve  their  historic  sovereign  powers  and  authorities. 
Equally  evident  in  the  article  is  the  internal  Indian  debate  over  economic 
futures,  between  socialistic  and  capitalistic  forms  of  economic 
development . 

"The  taxation  article  proves  how  important  Native  Americas  can  be  as  a 
policy  tool  for  Indian  leadership,"  said  Barreiro.  "Indian  nations  in 
differing  states  need  to  understand  how  they  often  share  the  same  problems 
and  struggles,  and  how  at  times  collective  strategies  and  responses  can 
assist  them  in  retaining  their  rights." 

"Chronic  social  and  political  dysfunctions  can  paralyze  Indian 
communities  when  processes  for  open  dialogue  and  democracy  are  thwarted." 
said  Johnson.  "As  we  continue  to  follow  the  tax  issue  as  it  unfolds  we 
realize  the  implication  that  strong  Indian  governments  are  strong 
negotiators  that  can  find  creative  solutions  for  all  sectors  within  their 
communities.  We've  seen  some  very  encouraging  developments  since  this 
first  feature  by  Kallen  was  published-developments  we  will  continue  to 
report  in  Native  Americas." 

Since  publishing  its  first  issue  two  years  ago  Native  Americas  Journal 
has  garnered  widespread  attention.  Conceptualized  by  Barreiro  and  Johnson, 
it  has  consistently  communicated  information  of  substance  on  the  issues 
and  events  that  most  dramatically  affect  Native  Americans.  Its  in-depth 
coverage  of  Indian  issues  such  as  casino  gaming,  taxation,  and  federal 
trust  responsibilities,  has  drawn  praise  from  educators,  development 
professionals  and  policy-makers.  The  journal  routinely  features  overviews 
of  national  trends  impacting  Indian  life  in  any  country  in  the  hemisphere 
where  Indian  peoples  live  and  work  to  maintain  their  land,  rights, 
freedoms  and  values.  The  journal  also  goes  one  step  further  by  bringing 
its  readers  inside  the  social,  cultural,  political  and  intellectual 
workings  and  debates  of  the  Indian  Nations  themselves. 

Also,  on  July  7,  1997,  Native  Americas  is  launching  its  electronic 
extension.  Native  Americas  ON-LINE.  Individuals  and  institutional 
subscribers  can  now  opt  to  receive  an  electronic  version  of  the  journal 
at:  http://nativeamericas.aip.cornell.edu  . Designed  by  Brendan  White, 
editorial  assistant  and  computer  technician  at  Akwe:kon  Press,  Native 
Americas  ON-LINE  will  provide  global  access  to  one  of  Cornell's  most 
prominent  and  highly  respected  publications  --  dramatically  increasing  the 
reach  and  impact  of  the  American  Indian  Program's  communication  and 


extension  efforts. 

"The  potentials  for  this  unique,  entertaining  and  yet  education  journal. 
Native  Americas,  are  tremendous,"  said  Dohnson.  "We've  only  scratched  the 
surface  of  a very  deep  Indian  world.  As  we  gain  the  resources  required  to 
expand  our  research,  explorations  and  documentations,  we  will  further 
communicate  that  Indian  soul  of  the  Americas,  in  all  its  manifestations, 
in  ways  that  enrich  us  all." 

The  Native  American  Dournalists  Association  conference  was  held  at  the 
Regal  Minneapolis  Hotel  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  on  Dune  18-21,  1997. 
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— "RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  6 Dul  1997  00:52:52  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  10 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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NORTHFIELD  AGAIN. 


It  has  become  a settled  custom  for  our  Young  Men's  Christian 


Association  to  have  its  representatives  at  the  World's  Student's 
Conference  which  meets  yearly  at  Northfield,  under  the  inspiring 
leadership  of  Mr.  Moody. 

This  year  the  plans  were  laid  broader  than  usual  and  ten  men  were 
sent . 

To  make  the  trip  economical  the  boys  decided  to  "camp  out."  A large 
tent  was  taken  with  them  and  we  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  the 
matter  a delightful  experience,  a great  success. 

The  boys  left  Carlisle,  Dune  24,  reaching  Northfield  on  Dune  25th, 
going  into  camp  by  Saturday. 

The  trip  to  New  York  and  up  the  Sound  to  New  London  on  the  steamer 
"Worcester"  was  novel  and  instructive  to  the  boys. 

A little  glimpse  of  Broadway  and  Wall  Street,  a short  pause  at  Trinity 
Church  was  all  of  New  York  we  had  time  to  see. 

The  boys  stood  for  a moment  by  the  grave  of  brave  Lawrence  who  was 
killed  in  the  sea  fight  between  the  "Chesapeake"  and  the  "Shannon" 
during  the  War  of  1812.  "Don't  give  up  the  ship,"  read  upon  his  tomb 
had  a deeper  meaning  to  these  young  men,  as  they  are  trying  to  hold  on 
to  the  ropes  and  stays  of  a new,  a strange  and  almost  indefinable 
civilization . 

They  visited  the  statue  of  Nathaniel  Hale,  the  patriot  who  died 
regretting  that  he  had  but  one  life  to  give  up  for  his  country. 

As  the  boat  steamed  around  from  North  to  East  river  and  the  Sound,  and 
as  the  twilight  deepened  into  night  over  the  busy  scene  all  were  content 
to  remain  silent.  It  is  a scene,  the  blending  of  the  wonders  of  God's 
and  man's  works  never  to  be  forgotten. 

The  Conference  opened  on  Friday  night  with  a most  eloquent  and 
spiritual  sermon  to  the  young  men  on  "Choosing  a Vocation"  by  Dr.  Henry 
Van  Dyke,  of  New  York  City. 

It  is  impossible  to  quote  from  it. 

It  was  all  gems  in  a setting  of  gems. 

Whatever  the  vocation  chosen,  it  must  have  God  in  it,  or  it  is  chosen 
in  vain,  was  the  message. 

On  the  following  day  he  gave  us  another  that  will  make  the  Bible  and 
Christ  nearer  and  dearer  to  us.  The  theme  was  "The  Bible  with  Christ 
out  of  it."  No  man  can  take  Christ  out  of  Christianity  any  more  than  he 
can  take  the  heart  out  of  the  body.  Human  origin  is  a vision  of  human 
sin  and  suffering.  Take  out  the  ray  of  Christ-light  and  what  is  left  is 
sin,  shame,  condemnation,  silent  scorn.  Christ  is  what  makes  the  Bible 
the  God-like  creation  that  it  is. 

On  Saturday,  the  Missionary  Institute,  the  Workers  Training  Class,  the 
Bible  Study  department  and  the  Y.M.C.A.  Worker's  conferences  were 
satisfactorily  started,  and  our  delegates  each  found  his  place  and  hard 
work  to  follow  and  note  all  the  helpful  things  that  came  to  us  from  men 
of  deep  Christian  experience  and  consecration.  We  are  stronger  and 
better  and  wiser  for  it  all. 

The  HELPER  has  not  room  for  even  a hint  of  the  souls  lift  to  Mt. 

Pisgah  reached  in  all  this  effort  to  track  our  young  college  students 
(on  the  part  of  veterans  in  the  lines  of  Christian  work),  their  duties 
and  responsibilities  in  winning  and  holding  the  educational  institutions 
of  the  world  for  Christ. 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Mr.  Moody  gave  a series  of  thrilling  talks  on 
the  Commandments. 

There  is  never  a wavering  or  uncertain  note  about  him.  What  he  says 
you  understand,  and  his  logic  is  irresistible.  God's  word  means  to  him 
just  what  it  says.  One  God,  and  Him  to  serve,  no  desecration  of  the 

Sabbath.  Know  your  Bible  and  God's  way  for  man.  The  bicycle  and  trolley 

have  no  place  for  Sunday  pleasure.  If  we  are  to  be  guided  by  God,  we 
must  live  near  Him,  heed  Him,  clear  our  minds,  hearts  and  lives,  of 

sin.  It  was  such  a series  of  appeals  as  carries  conviction  with  it,  and 

no  one  hearing  them  can  again  voluntarily  live  below  his  better  self. 

We  thank  God  anew  for  a Moody,  a prophet  of  this  generation. 

B. 


Miss  Lydia  Smith  who  went  home  recently,  writes  that  she  arrived 


safely. 

Twenty-five  cents  will  pay  for  a SOUVENIR  of  the  Carlisle  Indian 
School,  post  paid  or  FREE  for  TEN  subscriptions  and  two  cents  for 
postage. 

Neatly  printed  invitations  and  programs  of  the  Commencement  exercises 
of  the  Klamath  Agency  School,  Oregon  have  been  received  for  Dune  25th 
and  26th. 

Philip  Lavata,  a former  typo  of  Carlisle  School,  has  a good  position 
with  a civil  engineering  party  who  are  surveying  for  a large  irrigating 
canal  on  Ft.  Flail  Reservation. 

Miss  Reeside  writes  from  her  field  of  labor  among  the  Kiowa  Indians 
that  Dulia  Given,  ex-pupil,  has  been  recently  married  to  a young  man  by 
the  name  of  George  Hunter.  We  wish  them  a happy  and  successful  career. 

Those  who  have  gone  home  since  the  last  issue  are  Clark  Smith,  Doseph 
Adams,  Frank  Crouse,  Allen  Blackchief,  Henry  Redkettle,  Samuel  Lonebear, 
Peter  Chiefeagle  Shield,  Thunderbull,  Wesley  Williams,  Daniel  Brown, 
Charles  Fineday,  Kirkwood  Smith,  E.  Ricker,  Bedford  Forrest,  Doseph 
West,  Thos.  Flynn,  Doseph  Craig,  Chris.  Fletcher,  Louis  Quarters,  Peter 
Nahmais,  Amos  Metoxen,  Elijah  Wheelock,  Dosiah  Archiquette,  Brigman 
Cornelius,  Samuel  Miller,  Charles  Yarlot,  Dack  Stewart,  Thomas  Stewart, 
Daniel  Morrison,  Doseph  Ezhuna,  George  Frass,  Chester  Smith,  Henry 
Decorah,  Andrew  Blackcloud,  George  Suis,  Doshua  Walker,  Edgar  McCarthy, 
Carl  Sweezy,  William  Kernosh,  Fred  Doaskado,  Hugh  Leider,  Samuel  Gruett, 
Peter  Dillon,  Abraham  Lonebear,  Phillip  Marshall,  Harry  Marshall,  Arthur 
Sickles,  Doel  Moore,  Alexander  Baird,  Willie  Couture,  Thomas  Smith, 

Frank  Cajune,  Dohnson  Spencer,  William  Greenbird,  Doseph  Blodgett, 

Dennie  Lovejoy,  Mary  Cutfoot,  Hattie  Eaglehorn,  Martha  Walker,  Annie 
McMillen,  Mary  Shebwasang,  Angeline  Chippewa,  Mary  Beaulieu,  Tenie 
Wirth,  Lizzie  Howard,  Rose  Denomie,  Ida  Wheelock,  Kitty  Metoxen,  Lavinia 
Adams,  Lillie  Schanandore,  Melinda  Metoxen,  Melinda  Thomas,  Ophelia 
King,  Sophy  Huff,  Leila  Cornelius,  Olive  Miller,  Grace  Redeagle,  Alice 
Sheffield,  and  Sarah  Roubideaux. 


Great  Freedom's  birthday  was  celebrated  at  the  Carlisle  Indian  School 
on  Monday.  A trolley  ride  for  the  morning  and  a display  of  fireworks 
for  the  evening  were  the  day's  program  which  proved  a success.  The 
Captain  took  his  troop  of  dusky  boys  and  girls  for  an  outing  at  the 
"Boiling  Springs",  a pretty  little  place  with  bubbling  water  from  which 
it  derives  its  name,  some  six  miles  away  from  the  school.  Waving  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  they  sang  very  appropriately 
"My  Country  'tis  of  thee.  * * * * 

"Land  where  my  fathers  died, 

"Land  of  the  Pilgrims  pride, 

"From  every  mountain  side 
"Let  freedom  ring." 

To  at  least  one  Indian  heart  this  particular  occasion  came  with 
irresistible  force.  The  transformation  of  the  Carlisle  children  from 
barbarism  to  the  ways  of  a civilized  race  seemed  in  itself  a 
demonstration  most  proper  for  Liberty's  day.  They  show  that  the 
offspring  of  a poor  silent,  despairing  race  can  be  taught  by  kindness  to 
hope  and  trust  again.  God  grant  that  this  joyous  singing  of  the 
children  is  none  other  than  a fore-runner  of  a near  future  when  the 
little  band  shall  swell  to  the  entire  Indian  race  and  with  deeper, 
sweeter  meaning  in  our  hearts,  we  shall  waft  our  country's  praise,  as 
the  Red  Man  shall  emerge  from  the  sullen,  suspicious  wilds  of  the 
Primitive  conditions  into  the  full  glory  of  civilization.  - L.W. 

Once  upon  a time  in  the  dim  (?)  past,  says  our  chronicler,  four  people 
went  out  for  a drive  to  Mount  Holly.  Nothing  unusual  occurred  until 
that  party  started  home  on  a route  other  than  that  by  which  they  had 
come.  Ignoring  the  traditional  method  of  guiding  themselves  by  the  moss 
on  the  trees  and  logs,  they  soon  found  themselves  invading  the  private 
domains  of  a tiller  of  the  soil,  and  before  they  were  aware  of  the  fact 
they  were  comfortably  housed  in  the  stable  of  the  aforesaid  worthy. 

What  passed  between  the  strayed  party  and  the  land  "lord"  we  are  not 
told,  but  it  appears  that  the  former  beat  an  ignominious  retreat.  It  is 


also  rumored  that  one  of  the  party  was  somewhat  unpleasantly  reminded  of 
the  sensation  which  the  apple  of  Newton  felt. 

Miss  Amelia  Frost  from  Ft.  Flail  Reservation,  Idaho,  arrived  at 
Carlisle  on  Thursday  of  last  week  with  two  girls  from  Connecticut 
Mission  Home.  From  her  we  learn  that  Harry  Hutchinson  was  married  to 
Mary  Martin  a former  pupil  of  Ft.  Hall  School  on  Christmas  Eve  last,  at 
the  Mission.  No  less  than  one  hundred  persons  witnessed  the  impressive 
ceremony. 

Frank  Hones,  '97,  writes  from  his  home  in  Oklahoma  that  he  has 
regained  his  health. 


Biff! 

Whizz ! 

Hurrah ! 

A glorious  fifth. 

Thomas  Marshall  is  the  new  janitor. 

The  pupils  had  peas  for  dinner  on  Wednesday. 

The  firemen's  parade  on  Monday  was  a success. 

Celebration  passed  off  without  a serious  accident. 

Prof.  Bakeless  is  out  visiting  the  boys  in  the  country. 

Old  Sol  evidently  rides  a good  bike,  for  he  is  a "scorcher." 

The  calsominers  are  at  work  in  the  small  boys'  quarters. 

Louisa  Giesdorf,  Class  '96,  is  in  from  West  Chester  Normal  School. 

Dames  Flannery,  '94,  plays  with  the  orchestra  at  Boiling  Springs  Park. 

Mary  Kadashan,  an  Alaskan  girl,  who  has  been  living  at  Geneseo,  N.Y., 
has  entered  our  school. 

Alexander  Upshaw,  '97,  now  of  Bloomsburg  Normal,  has  his  old  place 
again  as  Mrs.  Given's  assistant. 

Mr.  Hendren,  Misses  Miles,  Robertson  and  Bailey  left  Friday  morning 
for  Chautauqua  to  attend  summer  school. 

Hawley  Pierce  played  1st  base  for  Mt.  Holly  Baseball  Club  in  two  games 
on  Monday  and  came  out  victorious  in  both. 

All  the  girls  who  are  left  here  went  down  to  see  the  firemen's  parade 
last  Monday  under  the  gentle  guidance  of  Mr.  Kensler. 

On  Saturday,  a party  of  8 boys  and  2 girls  arrived  from  Wittenburg 
Boarding  School,  Wis.  The  Stockbridge,  Oneida,  Chippewa  and  Winnebago 
tribes  are  represented. 

Miss  Gertrude  Simmons  is  the  latest  addition  to  our  force  of  workers. 
Miss  Simmons  is  a Sioux,  seven  years  a student  of  White's  Institute, 
Indiana,  and  of  Earlham  College  two  years,  is  temporarily  assisting  with 
the  clerical  work  in  Miss  Ely's  office. 

George  Shelafo  came  very  nearly  having  a very  serious  accident  last 
week.  He  was  painting  the  gymnasium  roof,  and  as  he  started  down  on  the 
extension  ladder,  the  coupling  rope  broke  and  down  he  came  with  his 
paint  bucket  on  the  gravelled  bottom.  He  received  a few  scratches  on 
his  face  and  bruised  his  hands  and  arms.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  he 
is  around  and  will  soon  be  able  to  work  again. 

Dust  enough  rain  on  Wednesday  to  make  the  air  a little  cooler. 

On  account  of  a brake  at  the  power-house  the  printers  did  some  kicking 
on  Thursday. 

Quite  a number  of  boys  have  found  employment  among  the  neighboring 
farmers  to  help  during  harvest. 

Prof.  O.H.  Bakeless  of  Sunbury,  Pa.,  has  been  recommended  as  chief  of 
our  culinary  department,  so  says  a little  (Northfield)  bird. 

A song  service  on  the  lawn,  conducted  by  Dennison  Wheelock,  and  an 
address  by  Capt.  Pratt,  was  the  order  of  exercises  Sunday  evening,  the 
Fourth . 

Among  the  home  goers  Brigman  Cornelius,  '97,  Henry  Redkettle,  '97, 
George  Suis,  '95,  Samuel  Miller,  Arthur  Sickles  and  Thomas  Flynn  are 
typoes . 

Miss  Shaffner  started  out  last  Friday  morning  on  her  rounds  among  the 
240  girls  who  are  summering  on  farms.  Her  address  while  absent  will  be 
W.C.A.  B'l'd'g.  18  and  Arch  Sts.  Phila.,  Pa. 

The  boiler  room  is  undergoing  some  repairs  and  in  order  to  do  it 
conveniently  several  holes  have  been  made  in  the  printing  office  floor. 


It  can  now  be  said  that  it  is  a "holey"  place  although  there  are  still  a 
few  devils  in  the  office. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  Northfield  Conference  to  have  championship 
contests  in  baseball  and  other  sports.  Our  delegates  came  out  second  in 
baseball.  The  teams  that  they  defeated  are  U.  of  P.,  Haverford,  Mt. 
Hermon.  Harvard  defeated  our  boys. 

When  we  think  of  the  large  number  of  students  that  we  usually  have 
during  the  fall  and  winter,  it  is  rather  amazing  to  find  that  we  have 
now  only  61  large  boys,  62  girls  and  41  small  boys  making  a total  of  164 
present  on  the  grounds.  506  are  out  on  farms  for  the  summer. 

The  Y.M.C.A.  delegates  to  the  Northfield  Bible  Conference  returned  on 
Tuesday  evening  and  Wednesday  morning.  Edward  Peterson  left  the  party 
and  went  to  visit  his  aunt  who  lives  a short  distance  from  Boston. 

Prof.  Bakeless  left  the  party  in  New  York  city.  He  went  to  the  country 
homes  to  visit  the  boys  who  are  out. 

They  had  a good  time  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  try  to  do  as  much 
as  they  can  towards  lifting  the  school  to  a higher  Christian  standard. 


(To  be  continued  next  week.) 


THE  FIRST  NIGHT  OUT. 


In  these  days  of  much  travel  the  story  of  a trip  to  the  Pacific  Coast 
is  a very  ordinary  tale  still  should  the  journey  be  taken  every  month  in 
the  year,  there  would  be  something  new  and  novel  to  relate  each  time. 

Miss  Rote,  formerly  of  the  teachers'  club,  and  now  of  the  famous 
Friends'  School  at  Westtown,  Pa.,  met  me  at  Harrisburg  at  7:25  on 
Thursday  evening  Duly  1st,  and  in  ten  minutes  we  found  ourselves  in 
comfortable  quarters  in  section  4,  Pullman  Palace  Car  "Stanton,"  with 
faces  turned  westward. 

The  night  was  intensely  hot  and  every  berth  in  the  car  taken,  but 
before  the  more  than  usually  sprightly  porter  began  making  the  beds  we 
had  time  to  look  around  and  get  silently  acquainted. 

Two  ladies  occupied  a lower  berth  not  far  from  us.  From  what  we 
overhead  one  had  been  quite  a traveler  understanding  all  the  little 
unmentionable  but  complex  ways,  the  knowing  of  which  makes  her  at  home 
on  the  train. 

The  other  evidently  never  had  been  in  a sleeper  before. 

They  were  a matronly  pair,  but  the  questions  of  the  elder  marked  her 
as  very  young  at  the  business  upon  which  she  was  embarking  for  a few 
days . 

Their  baggage?  Well,  each  had  three  or  four  sizable  pieces,  and  there 
were  four  pieces  in  the  section  before  they  entered. 

"What's  this,"  said  Madam  Newtraveller . "Why  must  that  baggage  be  in 
our  seat?" 

"It  is  not  our  seat.  We  have  the  lower  berth  and  are  entitled  to  only 
one  seat.  Evidently  the  upper  is  taken,"  said  Miss  Know-it-all. 

"0,  I wonder  by  whom?" 

"I  don't  know.  I should  say  by  a man,  however,  for  the  person  doesn't 
seem  to  be  here,  and  you  know  that's  the  way  the  men  do  very  often. 

They  sit  in  the  smoking  room." 

"0,  I wonder  what  he  looks  like,"  Miss  Newtraveller  half  gasped. 

After  considerable  arranging  and  re-arranging  of  packages,  room  was 
made  for  their  feet  and  the  twain  sat  in  repose  as  they  chewed  gum  and 
quietly  surveyed  the  beautiful  appointments  of  the  exquisitely  carved 
and  polished  interior  of  the  coach. 

"I  don't  see  how  they  ever  go  to  bed  in  this  place."  said  Miss 
Newtraveller . 

"You'll  see  by-and-by." 

And  she  did.  It  afforded  her  most  pleasurable  entertainment  for  an 
hour  to  watch  the  porter  as  he  turned  the  locks  of  the  upper  berths  one 
by  one,  let  them  down,  pulled  the  seats  together  of  the  lower,  took  out 
the  mattresses,  threw  them  in  place  and  then  with  a characteristic 
flip,  shot  the  sheets  in  exactly  the  spot  he  wanted  them.  Then  came  the 


curtains,  the  little  hammock  for  clothing  and  the  thin  special  curtain 
for  lower  berth,  and  lastly  the  brass  number  over  the  drapery  to  mark 
the  place. 

Now  it  came  time  for  the  maidens  to  have  their  berth  made;  and  while 
occupying  a borrowed  seat,  the  man  who  slept  overhead  climbed  into  his 
bed  unnoticed. 

Miss  Newtraveller ' s first  preparation  for  bed  was  the  taking  off  of 
her  hat. 

"0,  here  is  a nice  big  shelf  to  put  it  on,"  said  she,  placing  it 
gently  on  top  of  the  man  stretched  at  full  length  in  the  upper  berth, 
having  forgotten  it  was  to  be  occupied. 

The  man  gracefully  handed  the  hat  below,  and  Miss  Newtraveller  and 
Miss  Know-it-all  could  be  heard  laughing  for  some  time,  while  it  did  not 
require  a great  stretch  of  the  imagination  for  the  amused  passengers  to 
see  crimson  blushes  over  and  above  the  natural  heat  of  that  intensely 
hot  night. 

M.B. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  15  letters. 

My  2,8,7  is  what  the  little  girls  in  the  sewing  room  learn  to  do. 

My  12,5,6  is  what  a happy  girl  may  do  at  her  work. 

My  9,3,10,1  is  what  all  tired  people  should  do. 

My  11,13,14,15  is  what  we  try  in  vain  to  keep,  about  this  time  of 
year. 

My  4 forms  the  plural  of  words. 

My  whole  is  what  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  teacher  is  doing  up  brown 
these  days. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  General  Grant's  Tomb. 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Respectfully  submitted, 
Barbara  Landis  (non-tribal) 


by  NAT-FILMgroup,  UNAT  & UNITED  Native  American  Television  Broadcast  Council 
Sub,  To:  Listserv@Maelstrom . st johns . edu,  Body:  subscribe  NAT-FILM  full  name 
Native  Language  Animation  Group,  To:  NAT-IMATION-request@maelstrom.stjohns.edu 
NAT-SCRIPT  (Languages)  To : Listserv@Maelstrom . st johns . edu,  Body:info  nat-script 
All  content  on  Nat-Film  lists  are  "c"  copyright  original  authors/senders. 

- — "RE:  Poem:  Young  Child"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Apr  1997  13:09:12  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j :  *  *Young  Child* 

UUCP  email 

*Young  Child* 

Young  child. 

You  were  given  the  breath  of  life. 

So  that  you  may  live. 

As  an  Indian. 

Young  child, 

I love 

To  hear  you  play. 

To  see  you  grow. 

To  know  that  one  day 

You  shall  stand  tall  and  proud. 

As  an  Indian. 


Young  child. 


Listen  and  hear 
The  lessons  of  life. 

That  come  from  your  elder's. 

So  that  you  will  learn. 

To  be  unique. 

As  an  Indian. 

Young  child. 

Always  walk  with  you  head  held  high. 
Walk  with  dignity. 

Walk  with  pride. 

Walk  as  an  Indian. 

Young  child. 

We  give  to  you  a way  of  life, 

A culture  and  belief. 

Filled  with 

Wisdom,  knowledge  and  understanding 
For  you  to  be 
As  an  Indian .... 

January  5,  1998 
By 


= Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra.net 
= Elko  Indian  Colony 

= Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society  = 
= 1581  Pinenut  Circle,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 
= Phone:  (702)  738-4147  Fax:  (702)  738-7070 


"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  28  Dun  97  04:55:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  13-19 

IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

13 

To  welcome  the  future,  you  must  first  release  the  burdens  of  the  past. 

14 

It  is  in  the  quiet  hours  of  the  evening  that  we  can  most  nearly  know  our 
true  selves. 

15 

The  rainbow,  ke  anuenue,  illuminates  the  land  in  beauty. 

16 

A waterfall  plummets  down  the  face  of  the  cliffs,  na  pali,  to  be  reborn 
in  mist  far  below. 

17 

The  mountain  slopes  have  turned  green  with  the  blessing  of  rain. 

18 

A dragon  kite  soars  and  ripples  in  the  summer  breeze. 

19 

Sculptures  are  formed  of  the  shifting  sand  ...  and  swiftly  erased. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 


RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 


Date:  Thu,  10  Duly  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Sat,  05  Dul  1997  22:59:01  -0400 

From:  carol@migrations . com  (Carol  Halberstadt) 

Sub j : AISES  American  Indian  art  auction  (nonprofit) 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

AISES,  the  American  Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society,  a nonprofit 
organization,  is  sponsoring  an  online  art  auction  "to  provide  means 
to  assist  American  Indian  students  as  they  seek  to  become 
self-reliant."  This  is  an  auction  for  a very  good  purpose,  and  is 
offering  some  excellent  items,  including  pottery,  jewelry, 
sculpture,  fine  arts,  weavings,  basketry,  and  cultural  items  such  as 
rattles,  a wampum  belt,  and  beaded  moccasins. 

You  can  go  directly  to  the  auction  at 
http: //www. Colorado . EDU/ AISES/ auction 

and  also  visit  the  AISES  home  page  to  find  out  about  their  programs,  at 
http: //www. Colorado . EDU/ AISES/ 

Thanks, 

Carol 

--  Carol  S.  Halberstadt,  Migrations  (carol@migrations.com) 

Native  American  art  and  crafts 
http : //www. migrations . com 


Date:  Sat,  5 Dul  1997  12:47:19  +0100 
From:  Ableza  Institute  <David@ABLEZA.ORG> 

Sub j : World  Premier 

"FULL  CIRCLE"  WORLD  PREMIER  - SAN  DOSE 

The  City  of  San  Dose's  Downtown  Performance  Arts  Summer  Series 
launches  with  "Full  Circle",  a play  about  remarkable  historic  and 
contemporary  American  Indian  women.  Directed  by  Devin  Butler,  a 
sixteen  year  old  company  member. 

Written  by  award-winning  playwrights 


From  gans@netcom.com  Sat  Dul  26  05:02:06  1997 
Date:  Tue,  15  Dul  1997  20:41:21  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.029 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 o 0 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  BIGMTLIST,  Triballaw  & Native-L 
lists;Newsgroups : alt. native, soc. culture. native,igc. indig. info;  UUCP  email; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"By  the  time  I was  fortyj  I could  see  our  country  was  changing  fast,  and 
that  these  changes  were  causing  us  to  live  very  differently.  Anybody 
could  now  see  that  soon  there  would  be  no  buffalo  on  the  plains  and 
everybody  was  wondering  how  we  could  live  after  they  were  gone.  There 
were  few  war  parties,  and  almost  no  raids...  White  men  with  their 
spotted-buffalo  (cattle)  were  on  the  plains  about  us.  Their  houses 
were  near  the  water-holes,  and  their  villages  on  the  rivers.  We  made  up 
our  minds  to  be  friendly  with  them,  in  spite  of  all  the  changes  they 
were  bringing.  But  we  found  this  difficult,  because  the  white  men  too 
often  promised  to  do  one  thing  and  when  they  acted  at  all,  did  another." 
Chief  Plenty  Coups  (Aleek-chea-ahoosh) , Crow 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I often  use  this  space  to  offer  personal  opinion,  but  I make  a sincere 
effort  to  avoid  too  much  personal  business.  I must  this  time  get  more 
personal  than  I like,  because  it  is  necessary  to  inform  those  who  have 
come  to  expect  this  newsletter  to  be  emailed  at  a given  time  may  not  have 
those  expectations  realized  for  the  next  few  weeks.  Those  who  write  and 
send  articles  may  do  so  with  a long  delay  before  receiving  a response. 

This  is  because  my  wife  and  I will  be  on  a long  journey.  We  will  be 
leaving  the  homelands  of  my  Cherokee  and  her  Creek  ancestors  to  travel  to 
New  Mexico,  where  much  of  my  blood  family  lives  and  where  I was  born.  I 
need  to  be  with  my  brothers  and  their  families,  and  I need  to  introduce  my 
better-half  to  the  desert  and  mountains  I grew  up  with. 

From  New  Mexico  we  will  go  to  South  Dakota  to  join  with  friends  and 
beloved  elders  who  have  invited  us  to  visit  and  learn. 

It  will  be  a long,  tiring  trip.  It  will  also  be  one  which  will  grant 
much  personal  growth  if  our  hearts  are  in  the  right  place. 

For  the  expected  delays  and  disruptions  I now  apologize  to  all,  and  ask 
for  your  understanding. 

Bo  writes  that  Bob  Mannah  (aka  Tochoway/Totsawe)  has  passed  on.  He  will 
be  greatly  missed  at  this  weekend's  Commanche  Homecoming  in  Walters,  Okla. 
His  humor,  his  wisdom,  his  loyalty  to  his  friends  will  be  long  missed  by 
friends  and  loved  ones  who  will  feel  the  emptiness  left  with  his  crossing 
over. 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

7.30.1973  Dulius  Bad  Heart  Bull  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by 
"person  or  persons  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

7.31.1976  Sandra  Wounded  Foot  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Sharp's 
Corners  by  "unknown  assailants." 

No  investigation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATIVE-L  list 

- RCMP  Announces  APC  Purchase  - Mailing  List  for  Native  Literature 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


- Blackfoot  Quest  for  Dustice  - Mexico:  Duly  25th  Action  Alert 

- HPL  Arrestee  Goes  to  Trial  - Voisey's  Bay:  Innu/Inuit  in  Court 

- Cherokee  Nation  Suit  Filed 

- Cherokee  BRIEF 

- Dudley  George  Inquiry 

- Gustafsen:  EC  Support  Letter 

- UPDATE:  Dudley  George  Shooting 

- Canada  Guts  Inquiry  Process 

- Gustafsen:  Waiting  to  see  Dustice 

- Native  Land  Rights 

- Menominee  Nation  Condemns  Violation 

- Tribal  Colleges  & Welfare  Reform 

- Catholic  Church  Sued  for  Genocide 

- Tribal  Participation  in  ESA 

- California  Ruling 

- Crazy  Crow  Trading  Post 

- Documentary:  In  Whose  Flonor? 

- Oklahoma  Indian  Language  Foundation 

- A Flundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  In  Their  Eyes 

- Verse:  Flawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 

"RE : RCMP  Announces  APC  Purchase"  

Date:  Wed,  9 Dul  1997  22:06:55  -0800 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : RCMP  Announces  APC  Purchase 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

RCMP  Buying  APC  Tanks  from  Mandela's  South  Africa  for  use  against  Natives 
in  Canada 

CBC's  6:00  PM  radio  news  out  of  Vancouver  reported  that  the  RCMP  plans 
to  purchase  8 Armoured  Personnel  Carriers.  The  1995  month  long  siege  of 
Shuswap  traditionalists  and  their  supporters  on  sacred,  unceded  sundance 
and  burial  grounds  at  Gustafsen  Lake  was  cited  by  the  police  as  proof  the 
tanks  were  "necessary".  At  that  time  Canadian  Forces  personnel  and  APCs 
were  requested  by  BC's  NDP  provincial  government  . The  RCMP  will  now  have 
their  own.  Two  of  the  vehicles  have  already  been  ordered  from  South  Africa. 
Six  more  will  come  later  from  unspecified  sources. 

Canada  and  BC  are  waging  a dirty  war  of  surveillance,  intimidation, 
harassment  and  murder  against  indigenous  traditionalists  seeking  a 
recognition  of  their  land  rights,  sovereignty  and  self-determination. 
Pressure  is  mounting  for  international  observers  and  intervention  in  light 
of  the  refusal  of  the  Canadian  authorities  to  launch  inquiries  into  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash  attacks  upon  indigenous  resistors.  The  police 
sniper  who  murdered  an  unarmed  Dudley  George  was  recently  given  a wrist 
slap  of  two  years  but  will  serve  no  jail  time  and  will  continue  to  work  as 
a police  officer.  Meanwhile  in  BC,  Shuswap  elder  Wolverine  is  facing  up  to 
25  years  imprisonment  for  allegedly  shooting  out  the  tires  of  a 14  ton  APC 
that  was  attempting  to  crush  the  Shuswap  elder. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink . org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 
"RE:  Blackfoot  Quest  for  Dustice"  


Date:  Wed,  9 Dul  1997  15:07:12  -0500 

From:  blkfoot4@3rivers.net  (Long  Standing  Bear  Chief) 

Sub j : Blackfoot  Quest  for  Justice 

UUCP  email 

The  Fourth  Day  of  Duly, 1997 

The  following  statement  and  demand  for  decision  is  one  based  upon  reason 
and  established  facts  that  calls  on  all  people  of  good  will  and  justice  to 
carefully  consider  the  evidence  and  then  choose  between  justice  or  fraud 
and  deceit.  There  is  one  simple  fact:  Glacier  and  Pondera  Counties  in  the 
State  of  Montana  are  illegal,  especially  as  they  exist  within  the  boarders 
of  the  Blackfoot  Nation. 

Glacier  and  Pondera  counties  were  created  by  an  illegal  act  of  the  State 
of  Montana  in  February  of  1919.  If  the  counties  had  not  been  created 
utilizing  the  land  of  our  people  then  it  would  have  been  believable 
because  it  would  have  been  non-Indians  creating  units  of  government  for 
themselves.  But,  this  was  not  their  intent.  It  was,  in  fact,  another  means 
of  non-Indian  extending  their  illegal  authority  over  us.  The  fact  is  that 
the  State  of  Montana  DID  NOT  have  authority  over  Indian  affairs  then,  or 
now ! 

Article  1 of  the  1889  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Montana  clearly 
states  that  the  State  of  Montana  shall  have  not  authority  or  jurisdiction 
over  Indians  or  Indian  land.  Period.  It  was  not  until  1972  that  Montana 
enacted  a revised  constitution  and  even  then  the  prohibition  of 
jurisdiction  over  Indians  was  retained  by  vote  of  all  the  people  of 
Montana . 

The  established  facts  are  that  Indians  were  not  declared  to  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States  until  1924  when  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
enacted  the  Indian  citizenship  Act.  (As  is  the  case  with  all  so-called 
Indian  law  we  Indians  did  not  get  a chance  to  vote  to  accept  this  non- 
Indian  mandate  either.) 

My  personal  inspection  of  the  historical  documents  in  the  Glacier  and 
Ponderal  County  Court  Flouses  point  ot  the  fact  that  the  Caucasians  who 
"Fathered"  these  counties  knew  that  Indians  were  not  American  citizens  and 
could  not  vote  in  their  Montana  elections,  which  were  conducted  in  Flelena, 
Montana,  and  not  on  any  reservation  with  Indians  consenting  or 
participating  in  their  fraudulent  and  deceitful  elections. 

The  fact  is  the  records  in  the  Glacier  County  Court  Flouse  at  Cut  Bank, 
Montana,  clearly  point  out  that  the  father's  of  these  counties  knew  the 
Indian  could  not  vote  as  a citizen  until  1924.  They  even  went  so  far  as  to 
vote  520  votes  to  zero  (0).  It  established  the  county  seat  in  Cut  Bank, 
making  careful  note  that  the  INDIANS  COULD  NOT  VOTE!!  So, this  deceitful 
and  fraudulent  act  was  done  as  Caucasian  lawyers  often  say,  "with  malice 
and  aforethought ! ! ! ! 

Thus  it  is  and  was  that  an  evil  deed  was  done  in  the  name  of  white 
superiority,  Christianity,  Manifest  Destiny,  Right  of  Discovery  and  the 
rest  of  the  trivial  slogans  recited  in  the  name  of  so-called  civilization. 
No  matter  how  you  say  it,  our  land  was  and  is  being  stolen  from  us  by  evil 
means.  Our  people  then  and  now  do  not  understand  that  this  "county  system" 
is  just  another  way  of  stealing  land  from  us  according  to  a means  we  do 
not  understand.  Think  about  it,  for  one  thing,  concepts  of  land  ownership 
and  retention  of  the  land  for  ourselves  and  future  generations  of  Indians 
IS  NOT  TAUGHT  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS!  Thus  it  is  that  fraud  and  deceit 
continues  as  the  evil  means  of  taking  our  land  by  omission  and  commission. 

Therefore,  I am  taking  the  following  action  and  a member  of  the 
Blackfoot  Nation  and  a human  entitled  to  the  definition  of  my  own  being. 

I hereby  direct  the  "officials"  of  Glacier  County  to  stop  sending  me  tax 
claims  and  to  cease  functioning  as  an  extension  of  Montana  State 
Government  on  what  is  known  as  the  Blackfeet  Reservation  since  it  too  is 
illegal.  Its  action  as  a collector  of  taxes  among  and  from  the  members  of 
my  tribe  was  a decision  we  had  no  voice  in  deciding  on  in  the  first 
instance  back  in  1919  when  it  created  Glacier  and  Pondera  County. 

My  white  brothers  and  sisters:  please  do  not  despair  as  to  what  is  going 
to  happen  as  a result  of  myself  and  my  fellow  tribal  members  deciding  to 
claim  our  own  destiny.  Very  shortly  we  will  send  you  another 


communication  telling  you  of  our  solution  to  our  "white  problem"  and  how 
it  is  going  to  benefit  you. 

Long  Standing  Bear  Chief 

"RE : HPL  Arrestee  Goes  to  Trial"  

Date:  Thu,  10  Dul  1997  09:57:55  -0400 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi.net> 

Sub  j : HPL  arrestee  goes  to  trial  (fwd) 

FORWARDED  MESSAGE  

>From  BIGMTLIST 

I am  forwarding  the  following  information  from  Media  Island  International: 
Date  sent:  Thu,  10  Dul  1997  00:26:30  -0800 

**Stay  tuned  for  the  news  from  the  trial  noted  here:** 

On  Wednesday,  Dune  11,  1997,  Hopi  Rangers  impounded  23  of  Lawrence 
Altsisi's  sheep  and  goats.  Altsisi  is  a resident  of  Hopi  Partition  Land 
(HPL)  and  a resistor  against  forced  relocation  brought  on  in  the  wake  of 
P.  L.  93-531. 

Altsisi's  nephew,  Chris  Interpreter  and  two  non-Indian  supporters  were 
arrested.  Chris  Interpreter  was  charged  with  resisting  arrest  and 
obstruction.  The  two  others  were  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  and 
contributing  to  the  delinquency  of  a minor  (one  other  17  year  old  non- 
native supporter  detained  that  day).  This  action  taken  by  the  Hopi  Tribal 
Council  preempted  clarification  of  Altsisi's  legal  status,  still  "under 
review"  by  the  HTC. 

*Altsisi  and  Interpreter  have  requested  financial  help  to  pay  legal 
expenses-  any  help  can  be  directed  toward:  Lawrence  Altsisi,  P.0.  Box 

838,  Kykotsmovi,  AZ  86039 

They  issued  the  following  Press  release  Duly  2,  1997: 

*****************  pRESS  RELEASE 

WE  ARE  HOLDING  A DEMONSTRATION  AT  KEAMS  CANYON,  ARIZONA  AT  THE  HOPI  TRIBAL 
COURT  ON  DULY  9TH,  1997  AT  10  AM.  CHRIS  INTERPRETER  IS  HAVING  HIS  HEARING 
ON  THIS  DAY.  THE  YOUNG  MAN  THAT  WAS  ARRESTED  FOR  TRESPASSING  ON  HIS 
ANCESTRAL  LAND. 

Come  and  Doin  us  to  Stop  Relocation!!!!!! 

Navajo-Hopi  Observer,  Duly  2,  1997  ....Letters 
"I  WILL  PRAY  WITH  FAITH  AND  HOPE..." 

To  whom  it  may  concern: 

Last  week  I was  outraged  and  disgusted  by  the  random  acts  of  stupidity 
shaped  by  both  Dine'  and  Hopi  governments.  Their  total  lack  of  insight,  and 
compromise  is  ridiculous  and  has  left  the  people  unamused. 

Greed  closed  the  doors  of  communication  and  morality  towards  both  tribes, 
as  the  U.S.  government  encourages  the  struggle  between  the  tribes.  They 
want  us  to  fight.  They  need  us  to  fight  because  the  pulse  of  America  and 
the  American  mainstream  mindset  depends  on  our  downfall  towards  cultural 
genocide,  to  finally  prove  to  us  and  themselves  that  we  are  a beaten  people. 

The  corruption  of  both  tribal  governments  sickens  me  because  they  have 
tainted  and  shamed  the  names  of  both  tribes. 

The  day  that  I was  forcefully  torn  from  my  home  and  way  of  life,  I was 
told  that  it  was  an  order  from  the  Hopi  chairman  himself,  and  when  my  uncle 
who  is  a resistor  talked  to  Lesile  Deal,  a chairperson  of  the  Navajo  Land 
Commission,  he  told  my  uncle  that  the  young  people  had  no  voice.  It  is 
unmistakably  obvious  that  both  governments  are  corrupted. 

A representative  of  the  Navajo  Tribe  also  told  my  uncle  that  they  would  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  help  my  family  out  with  the  livestock 
impoundment  fees.  They  did  nothing  of  the  sort.  Instead  they  only  got  a 
lawyer  to  defend  my  case  and  you  know  what? 

They  can  keep  their  lawyer  and  their  false  promises,  because  they've  done 
nothing  for  the  people  but  feed  them  lies  and  let  their  own  pockets  get 
fatter.  I will  apologize  to  the  Navajo  Tribe  when  they  really  do 
something  to  help  my  family  and  other  families  keep  the  sacred  essence  of 
our  way  of  life.  Until  then  I will  pray  with  faith  and  hope  that  both 


tribes  awaken  from  corruption  and  show  the  true  beauty  of  tradition  from 
their  heart  and  soul. 

Chris  Interpreter 

The  Navajo-Hopi  Observer,  Duly  2,  1997 

INTERPRETER  TRIAL  APPROACHES  ATTORNEY  DOE  WASHINGTON  COMMENTS 
Story  by  W.R.  Young 

As  the  Navajo  Hopi  Land  Commission  continues  its 

search  for  attorneys  to  represent  the  Dineh  HPL  resident,  Chris  Interpreter 
has  found  himself  a Native  American  attorney  to  represent  his  case. 

Attorney  Doe  Washington  will  be  defending  Interpreter  next  week  in  Hopi 
court  on  criminal  charges  of  trespass  and  resisting  arrest.  On  Dune 
11,  Interpreter  was  arrested  while  attempting  to  block  Hopi  Rangers  from 
confiscating  his  grandmothers  sheep  from  his  uncle's  corral  on  Hopi 
Partition  Land.  He  claimed  he  was  defending  his  family's  livelihood  and 
ancestral  homesite.  Hopi  Tribal  Chairman  Secakuku  had  directed  the 
officers  to  impound  Altsisi's  livestock. 

Interpreter ' s uncle,  Lawrence  Altsisi,  has  sought  grazing  permits  from  the 
Hopi  Tribe  in  the  past  and  has  been  denied.  The 

Hopi  Tribe  is  currently  considering  Altsisi's  eligibility  to  sign  a lease 
agreement  (Accommodation  Agreement)  with  the  tribe  which  would  also  give 
him  a grazing  right.  Washington  says  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  is  acting  in  bad 
faith  by  impounding  Altsisi's  livestock  after  denying  him  grazing  permits 
and  while  they're  still  considering  his  residency  status  on  HPL.  "Before 
they've  made  a determination,  they've  taken  actions  against  him," 

Washington  comments. 

Washington  says  that  the  Hopi  Rangers  originally  intended  to  arrest 
Interpreter  for  interfering  with  the  livestock  impoundment  because  he  was 
blocking  the  gate  to  the  sheep  corral.  "Mr.  [Interpreter ] was  placed  under 
arrest  by  Sgt.  Poocha  when  attempts  to  have  Mr.  [ Interpreter ] move  aside 
were  unsuccessful,"  Hopi  Ranger  Melody  Dyer  stated  in  the  police  report. 

According  to  Hopi  Ordinance  43,  interfering  with  livestock  impoundment  is 
a civil  offense  and  not  a criminal  offense.  One  may  be  arrested  for  a 
criminal  offense,  but  one  cannot  be  arrested  for  civil  offense,  says 
Washington.  He  concludes  that  one  cannot  be  charged  with  resisting  arrest 
if  the  arrest  was  not  legal. 

Washington  explains  that  Interpreter  was  arrested  for  trespassing  while 
visiting  at  his  uncle  Lawrence  Altsisi's  residence.  The  location  was  also 
the  homesite  where  Interpreter  was  raised  and  where  his  relatives  are 
buried.  "Any  person  living  on  the  reservation  has  the  right  to  be  visited 
by  friends  and  relatives.  Now  they're  threatened  with  arrest,"  Washington 
says . 

"I  don't  believe  that  [the  Hopi  Tribe]  could  lawfully  arrest  [Interpreter] 
for  trespass  because  the  arrest  conflicts  with  the  Exclusion  Ordinance," 
says  Washington.  According  to  the  Hopi  Tribe's  Exclusion  Ordinance, 
Washington  says,  the  Tribe  is  supposed  to  first  give  notice  of  the  proposed 
exclusion  and  the  person  has  a right  to  request  a hearing  on  the  proposed 
exclusion.  Instead  of  going  through  the  legal  exclusion  process  of 
notification  and  possibly  a hearing,  the  Hopi  Rangers  "just  physically 
remove  them  and  take  them  to  jail,"  claims  Washington. 

"Trespassing  of  Person,"  statute  3.3.77  of  Hopi  Tribal  Ordinance  21  states, 
"Any  Indian  who  shall,  without  authorization  from  the  Hopi  Tribe  or  from  the 
lawful  assignee  or  tenant,  trespass  or  go  upon  any  cultivated,  fenced,  or 
enclosed  Tribal  land,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  offense."  Washington 
claims  that  the  statues  have  been  struck  down  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  from 
being  unlawfully  vague. 

He  explains  that  the  Supreme  Court  case  Oliphant  vs.  Suquamish  Indian  Tribe 
ruled  that  tribes  do  not  have  jurisdiction  over  non-Indians. 

The  supreme  Court  felt  that  the  U.S.  is  responsible  for  the  rights  of  its 
citizens.  Therefore,  the  Trespass  Statute  in  Hopi  Tribal  Ordinance  21 
applies  only  to  Indians,  "It  has  a racist  result,"  Washington  says.  As 
Indians  are  subject  to  whatever  level  of  sophistication  the  courts  have, 
non-Indians  are  afforded  all  the  rights  of  U.S.  citizens. 

Hence,  "only  Indians  can  be  charged  by  Hopi  ordinance  with  trespass  on  the 
Indian  Reservation,"  says  Washington.  As  shown  in  a Hopi  law  enforcement 


report  about  the  incident,  the  Hopi  Tribe  honors  this  federal  policy.  After 
officials  placed  the  three  supporters  who  were  guests  of  Altsisi  under  arrest 
that  day,  the  report  says,  "We  looked  over  the  charges  that  we  were  going  to 
file  against  the  individuals  that  we  had  arrested.  We  found  that  we  could 
not  charge  them  with  trespassing,  but  that  we  could  charge  them  with 
disorderly  conduct,  and  contributing  to  the  delinquency  of  a minor." 
Washington  says  that  the  Hopi  court  cannot 

compel  production  of  documents  and  testimony.  In  other  courts,  a lawyer 
can  request  that  the  judge  require  the  release  of  discovery  (evidence  or 
documents  pertinent  to  a case) . By  the  Hopi  rules  of  criminal  and  civil 
procedure,  Washington  explains  that  discovery  is  voluntary  and  not 
mandatory. 

"I  need  to  do  some  depositions  (Interviews)  of  officers  that  were  out  there. 
They  could  refuse  to  provide  those  depositions,"  says  Washington.  Already, 
the  Hopi  Tribe  provided  certain  police  documents  to  a reporter  that  day 
after  the  incident,  but  Washington  says  he  has  waited  a week  to  receive 

them.  "I  cannot  prepare  for  trial  as  well  as  I could  if  this  were  in  state 

or  Navajo  Court,"  Washington  says.  "That's  unfair-  to  deny  counsel  for  the 
accused  documents  that  they  freely  give  to  other  people." 

"The  Bar  requires  us  to  represent  our  clients  zealously.  We  are 
theoretically  officers  of  the  Hopi  court.  Our  job  is  to  make  sure  that  the 

Hopi  court  has  all  the  information  it  needs  to  make  a fair  decision. 

If  we  don't  do  that,  we're  not  doing  our  job. 

"I  have  a real  concern  whether  Chris  Interpreter  can  get  a fair  trial  in 
the  Hopi  courts,"  says  Washington.  The  decision  may  be  appealed  to  the 
Hopi  appeals  court  and  then  to  federal  court. 

Washington,  of  Choctaw  and  Shawnee  descent,  grew  up  in  the  Navajo  Nation 
capital  of  Window  Rock  and  graduated  from  Window  Rock  High  School.  From 
1982-89,  Washington  was  a judge  for  the  Flagstaff  City  court.  He  resigned 
as  judge  to  serve  on  the  Flagstaff  City  Court  from  1990-94.  He  has 
practiced  law  for  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  courts  for  over  ten  years. 

posted  by  Media  Island  International  mii@olywa.net 
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"RE : Cherokee  Nation  Suit  Filed"  

Date:  Wed,  9 lul  1997  18:43:56  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Glenn  Gehring  cgehring. l@postbox.acs.ohio-state.edu> 

Sub j : *Cherokee  Nation*  suit  filed  to  end  BIA  occupation 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

The  following  press  release  was  obtained  at  the  Cherokee  Observer's  web 
site.  For  detailed  information  on  the  Cherokee  Constitutional  crisis, 
please  visit  their  site  regularly  at: 

http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net /Cherokee/Observer . shtml 

Duly  9,  1997 
PRESS  RELEASE 
>From  Charles  W.  Shipley 
Attorney  for  the  Dustices 

of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal 

Last  Thursday  we  received  a letter  sent  by  the  BIA  to  a Cherokee  Tribal 
Council  member  (attached).  The  letter  is  a great  disappointment  because  we 
had  been  led  to  believe  that  there  was  a specific  Compromise  Plan  being 
brokered  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Justice  and  the  BIA.  We  had 


been  told  that  Chief  Doe  Byrd  and  his  supporters  had  agreed  to  implement 
this  Plan.  The  Justices  and  the  Marshals  had  correspondingly  agreed  to 
support  it  as  well. 

The  Plan  in  essence  calls  for  a minimum  of  ten  of  the  15-member  Tribal 
Council  to  pass  a resolution  which  would  request  that  the  Judicial  Appeals 
Tribunal  and  the  Cherokee  Marshal  Service  stay  any  further  action, 
including  serving  the  outstanding  arrest  warrants  for  the  Chief,  until  the 
outcome  of  the  investigation  presently  being  begun  by  the  Council  under 
Tony  Massad,  an  attorney  of  Frederick,  Oklahoma.  The  resolution  by  the 
Council  would  also  request  that  the  Chief  reinstate  the  Justices  and  the 
Marshals  with  back  pay  and  restore  them  to  their  offices,  their  operating 
budgets  and  their  official  equipment  so  that  they  could  continue  the  other 
work  of  their  offices  pending  the  outcome  of  the  Council's  investigation 
led  by  Mr.  Massad. 

The  letter  from  the  Department  of  Justice  and  the  BIA  was  to  have  outlined 
this  Compromise  Plan.  It  is  our  understanding  that  due  to  the  prejudicial 
alignment  of  certain  influential  members  of  the  BIA  advance  this  Plan. 
Presumably  this  has  occurred  since  the  Chief,  having  once  agreed  to  the 
Plan,  has  now  reconsidered  and  recognized  the  danger  to  him  of  even 
allowing  the  Council's  investigation  to  go  forward  and  has,  therefore, 
instructed  his  BIA  contacts  to  reverse  their  earlier  support  of  this 
Compromise  Plan.  The  result  is  the  useless  verbiage  in  the  July  2,  1997 
letter  that  we  have  received  from  Ada  Deer  to  Bill  Baker. 

The  Justices  in  an  effort  to  keep  the  peace  so  that  a compromise  could  be 
worked  out,  with  the  federal  government  as  a broker,  have  withheld  taking 
any  legal  action  until  now.  It  has  been  difficult  to  continue  to  show  this 
restraint  since  the  intermeddling  of  the  BIA  in  this  intra-tribal  dispute 
has  destroyed  the  checks  and  balances  of  power  which  are  set  up  in  the 
Cherokee  Constitution.  The  BIA  police  have  chosen  to  back  up  the  Chief's 
untrained  personal  security  force  and  to  neutralize  the  Cherokee  Marshal 
service  by  illegally  confiscating  the  weapons  and  the  equipment  of  the  only 
trained  Cherokee  law  enforcement  personnel.  Further,  the  BIA  has  shown  their 
complete  disregard  for  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  by 
their  aggressive  assistance  to  the  rogue  executive  and  his  personal 
security  guards  in  forcibly  taking  over  the  Cherokee  Courthouse  on  June 
20th,  forcibly  ejecting  the  Cherokee  Marshal  Service  personnel  from  the 
Courthouse,  illegally  confiscating  the  court  files,  working  papers,  robes 
and  personal  effects  of  the  Justices  and  other  court  personnel;  and  in 
openly  suppressing  the  Cherokee  people  by  denying  them  the  right  of 
assembly  and  preventing  their  entering  the  Cherokee  Courthouse,  a public 
governmental  building.  BIA  officers  have  further  assisted  the  Chief  in 
manhandling  and  arresting  Cherokee  citizens  for  "trespassing"  on  the  grounds 
of  the  Cherokee  Courthouse. 

The  claim  of  the  BIA  that  it  is  "not  involving  itself  in  the  tribal 
conflict"  and  is  being  "even  harder"  in  its  treatment  of  the  situation  is 
simply  ludicrous  in  the  face  of  local  news  cameras  having  captured  pictures 
of  Perry  Proctor,  head  of  the  BIA  police,  tackling  Chad  Smith,  attorney  for 
the  Marshal  Service,  on  the  Courthouse  grounds  the  morning  that  the 
Courthouse  was  stormed.  Ms.  Lynn  Cutler  of  the  White  Flouse  has  refused  the 
Cherokee  appeal  to  withdraw  the  BIA's  support  for  Chief  Byrd 
inexplicably  saying  that  such  a move  "really  flies  in  the  face  of  tribal 
sovereignty."  Washington  Post,  P.  A6,  July  5,  1997. 

The  Justices  today  have  filed  an  action  in  the  United  States  District 
Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  force  the  BIA's  "occupying  army"  to 
withdraw  their  support  of  the  dictatorial  government  of  Joe  Byrd. 

It  is  my  firm  belief  that  once  the  armed  BIA  occupying  army  is  withdrawn, 
and  the  Cherokee  Marshal  Service  is  reinstated  to  their  lawful  position. 
Chief  Byrd's  rag-tag  "security  guards"  will  flee  and  the  Chief  will  be 
brought  to  justice.  Except  for  the  BIA's  actions  in  occupying  Indian 
country  for  the  last  month,  the  Cherokee  Constitutional  government  would 
have  peacefully  resolved  this  problem  by  now. 


For  further  information  regarding  this  Press  Release,  you  may  contact 
Charles  W.  Shipley  of  the  Shipley,  Jennings  & Champlin  firm  at  (918) 
582-1720. 
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individually,  and  as  the  3UDICIAL  APPEALS  TRIBUNAL  OF  THE  CHEROKEE  NATION 
OF  OKLAHOMA  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 
CHIEF  DUSTICE  RALPH  F.  KEEN 
602  Magnolia  Drive 
Tahlequah,  Oklahoma  74464, 

3USTICE  PHILIP  H.  VILES  HR. 

3534  E.  74th 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma  74136 
Plaintiffs, 
v. 

UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR  BUREAU  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS,  ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY  ADA  DEER,  in  her  capacity  as  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

HILDA  MANUEL,  in  her  capacity  as  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
and  3AMES  FIELDS,  Muskogee  Area  Director  for  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs, 
in  his  capacity  as  Area  Director, 

Defendants . 

COMPLAINT  FOR  DECLATORY  3UDGMENT  AND  PERMANENT 
INI UNCTION  BASED  UPON  A REVIEW  OF  FINAL  AGENCY  ACTION 
The  Plaintiffs,  Chief  lustice  Ralph  F.  Keen,  lustice  Phillip  H.  Viles 
3r.,  and  lustice  Dwight  W.  Birdwell,  individually  and  as  the  Dudicial 
Appeals  Tribunal  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  (hereinafter  referred 
to  collectively  as  the  "Tribunal"),  for  their  Complaint  seeking  a 
declaratory  judgement  and  a permanent  injunction,  and  for  their 
application  for  a preliminary  injunction  state  as  follows: 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

1.  The  Cherokee  Nation  is  recognized  by  the  federal  government  as  an 
Indian  Nation  with  the  right  of  self-determination  and  the  authority  to 
govern  the  affairs  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  the  Cherokee  people.  See  61 
Fed.  Reg.  58211  (Nov.  13,  1996).  The  Cherokee  Nation  has  formed  a 
democratic  government,  with  the  will  of  the  members  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  articulated  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  constitution  (hereinafter,  the 
"Constitution").  That  Constitution  creates  a government  with  executive, 
legislative,  and  judicial  branches  and  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  in  1975. 

2.  The  balance  of  powers  among  the  three  branches  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation's  constitutional  government  has  been  destroyed  by  the  unlawful 
interference  in  tribal  affairs  by  the  conduct  of  the  Dependents  to  this 
action,  the  United  States  of  America,  the  United  States  Department  of  the 
Interior  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  individuals  who  are  the  agents 
of  those  governmental  agencies,  Ada  Deer,  Hilda  Manuel,  and  lames  Fields 
(hereinafter  collectively  referred  to  as  the  "BIA").  As  a result  of  the 
BIA's  misguided  armed-intervention  in  support  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 
Principal  Chief,  loe  Byrd,  he  now  exercises,  in  effect,  unchecked  power 
over  the  Cherokee  people. 

3.  Repeated  requests  for  the  BIA  to  cease  its  interference  with  tribal 
affairs  have  gone  unheeded,  the  BIA  has  been  advised,  in  person,  by 
letter,  by  public  outcry,  and  by  orders  issued  by  the  Tribunal,  that  the 


Chief  acted  outside  his  constitutional  authority  in  inviting  the  BIA  to 
take  over  the  enforcement  of  tribal 


1 The  Plaintiffs  intend  to  file  a separate  Motion  for  Preliminary 
Injunction  within  the  next  week. 


laws  in  the  Cherokee  Nation.  The  BIA's  armed  presence  in  support  of  the 
Chief's  actions  prevents  a return  a return  to  normality  by  the  Cherokee 
Constitutionally-prescribed  process . 

4.  The  Justices  and  the  Tribunal  have  exhausted  all  other  avenues  to 
which  they  can  turn  for  relief  in  this  matter,  and  have  come  to  this 
Court  for  a ruling  as  to  whether  the  BIA  had  a lawful  basis  for 
intervening  in  the  tribal  conflict  and  taking  over  enforcement  of  tribal 
law.  If  it  did  not,  the  BIA  should  be  ordered  to  withdraw;  and  if  it  did, 
the  BIA  should  be  required  to  enforce  tribal  law  including  all 
outstanding  Orders  of  the  Tribunal,  not  just  those  that  the  Chief  allows 
it  to  enforce. 

II.  THE  PARTIES 

5.  The  Plaintiffs  appear  individually  and  as  the  Justices  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  the  highest  court  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation . 

6.  This  is  an  action  for  the  review  of  final  agency  action  and  for 
declaratory  and  temporary  and  permanent  injunctive  relief  to  restrain  the 
Defendants,  the  United  States  of  America,  the  United  States  of  America's 
Department  of  Interior  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  and  various  officials  of 
that  Department,  acting  through  their  agents,  Ada  Deer,  Hilda  Manuel,  and 
James  Fields  from  taking  actions  in  excess  of  their  legal  authority  and 
contrary  to  federal  and  tribal  law. 

III.  JURISDICTION  AND  VENUE 

7.  This  is  an  action  seeking  review  of  a final  agency  action  under  the 
Administrative  Procedure  Act,  5 U.S.C.  /702  et  seq.,  and  seeking 
declaratory  and  injunctive  relief  pursuant  to  28  U.S.C. //1361,  2201  and 
2202.  Jurisdiction  over  this  action  arises  out  of  28  U.S.C.  // 1331,  and 
1346  and  venue  is  proper  in  this  Court  under  28  U.S.C.  /1391(e). 

IV.  FACTUAL  BACKGROUND 

8.  The  Cherokee  Nation  is  recognized  by  the  federal  government  as  an 
Indian  Nation  with  the  right  of  self-determination  and  the  authority  to 
govern  the  affairs  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  the  Cherokee  people. 

9.  Pursuant  to  the  Constitution,  the  Justices  of  the  Tribunal,  the 
highest  court  in  the  Cherokee  Nation,  are  vested  with  the  final  and 
supreme  authority  to  interpret  the  Constitution  and  statutes. 

10.  Pursuant  to  a Compact  of  Self-Governance  executed  between  the 
Cherokee  Nation  and  the  United  States,  dated  July  2,  1990,  as  authorized 
by  the  Indian  Self-Determination  Act,  25  U.S.C.  /450  et  seq.,  the 
Dependents  are  required  to  comply  with  the  laws  of  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
including  that  law  as  pronounced  by  the  Tribunal.  Article  I,  Section  3 of 
the  Compact  states  as  follows: 

Applicable  Law  and  Forums...  the  powers  and  decisions  of  the  Nation's 
Court  shall  be  respected,  to  the  extent  that  federal  law. . . is  not 
inconsistent . 

11.  Pursuant  to  the  Indian  Law  Enforcement  Reform  Act,  25  U.S.C.//2801  et 
seq.,  the  Cherokee  Nation  had  assumed  from  the  Defendants  the 
responsibility  for  law  enforcement  authority  and  has  accordingly  created 
the  Cherokee  Nation  Marshal  Service  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the 
"Marshal  Service")  to  implement  and  exercise  that  authority. 

12.  The  duties  of  the  Marshal  Service  under  the  Cherokee  Nation  Code,  51 
CNCA  62,  63,  and  64,  are  as  follows  "...  to  attend  upon  the  courts,  to 
serve  summons...  and  take  all  lawful  measures  in  the  execution  of 
judgement,  and  to  arrest;  and  be  tried,  all  persons  who  may  be  charged 
{T}o  provide  service  and  process  of  the  courts." 

13.  In  1996  and  continuing  into  1997,  the  Marshal  Service  conducted  an 


investigation  regarding  the  possible  misappropriation  or  misapplication 
of  Cherokee  Nation  funds.  Allegations  had  been  made  that  federal  program 
dollars  and/or  funds  of  Cherokee  Nation  Industries,  Inc.,  a wholly-owned 
corporation  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  had  been  directed  to  pay  attorneys 
fees  and  that  large  amounts  of  money  had  been  improperly  paid  as  attorney 
fees  to  Terry  D.  Barker,  and  attorney  with  the  Tulsa,  Oklahoma  law  firm 
of  Pezold,  Richey,  Caruso  & Barker,  P.C.,  and  brother-in-law  to  the  wife 
of  Principal  Chief,  Doe  Byrd.  It  was  widely  reported  that  Chief  Byrd 
authorized  a change  in  the  attorney  fee  arrangement  from  an  hourly  fee  to 
a contingent  fee  on  the  eve  of  a court-sponsored  settlement  conference, 
which  did  in  fact  settle  during  conference  for  nearly  two  million 
dollars,  netting  an  estimated  attorney  fee  of  $700,000.  It  had  also  been 
alleged  that  federal  and/or  Cherokee  Nation  funds  or  services  had  been 
improperly  provided  to  the  Democratic  National  Committee. 

14.  Based  on  information  that  the  documents  pertaining  to  possible 
misappropriation  of  funds  for  the  payment  of  legal  fees  and  documents 
pertaining  to  alleged  illegal  campaign  contributions  were  in  danger  of 
being  destroyed,  on  February  24,  1997  the  Marshal  Service  sought  and 
obtained  a tribal  court  issued  Search  Warrant  authorizing  the  Marshal 
Service  to  seize  copies  of  the  imperiled  documents. 

15.  On  the  following  day,  February  25,  1997,  the  Marshal  Service  executed 
the  Search  Warrant  and  removed  copies  of  documents  whose  description  fell 
within  the  scope  of  that  Warrant. 

16.  Immediately  following  the  execution  of  the  Search  Warrant,  also  on 
February  25,  1997,  Chief  Byrd  unilaterally  terminated  the  employment  of 
the  Marshal  Service's  lead  investigator  on  the  misappropriation  inquiry, 
William  Patrick  Ragsdale,  and  Mr.  Ragsdale's  second-in-command,  Sharon 
Wright . 

17.  By  Tribunal  Order  dated  February  25,  1997,  these  individuals  were 
reinstated  to  their  former  positions,  and  in  that  Order  the  Tribunal 
further  directed  that  to  "terminate  or  interfere  with  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  W.P.  Ragsdale,  and/or  Sharon  Wright  and/or  any  other 
Cherokee  Nation  Marshal  {sic.}  or  Marshalls  {sic.}  such  individual  shall 
be  in  contempt  of  this  Court,  charged  with  the  crime  of  obstruction  of 
justice,  and  will  be  judged  accordingly." 

18.  Chief  Byrd  subsequently  attempted  to  fire  all  of  the  remaining  members 
of  the  Marshal  Service  by  executive  order  of  March  20,  1997  and  the 
Marshal  Service's  pay  has  been  withheld  since  that  date.  The  Chief's 
action  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  Tribunal's  February  25,  1997  Order. 

19.  On  April  15,  1997,  eight  of  fifteen  members  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 
Council  held  a meeting  called  by  Principal  Chief  Byrd  which  resulted  in  a 
request  to  the  BIA  for  a replacement  contingent  of  law  enforcement 
officers  for  a period  of  up  to  eight  weeks. 

20.  On  that  same  date,  certain  members  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  filed  suit 
in  the  Tribunal  regarding  the  actions  of  the  Chief  and  certain  members  of 
the  Tribal  Council,  contending  that  the  Council's  meeting  was  held 
without  proper  notice  as  required  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  and  that  the  actions  taken  at  that  meeting  were  not  voted 
upon  by  a quorum  as  required  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

21.  Article  V,  /5  of  the  Constitution  provides: 

No  business  shall  be  conducted  by  the  Council,  unless  at  least  2/3rd  of 
the  members  thereof  regularly  elected  and  qualified  shall  be  in  attendance, 
which  members  constitute  a quorum. 

22.  On  April  24,  1997  the  Tribunal  ruled  as  follows: 

. . Inasmuch  as  the  required  10  day  notice  was  not  published  for  the 
Council  meeting  of  April  15,  1997,  and  having  further  determined  that  a 
quorum  was  not  present, 

THIS  COURT  HAS,  AT  THIS  TIME,  NO  CHOICE,  BUT  TO  FIND  THAT  ALL  DECISIONS 
RENDERED  AT  SUCH  MEETING  ARE  VOID  AND  ILLEGAL...  The  circumstances  of 
the  instant  case  most  definitely  warrant  injunctive  relief.  The  issue  is 
not  money,  but  whether  the  elected  officials,  who,  by  oath,  have  sworn  to 
uphold  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  can  conduct 
business  without  the  required  notice  and  the  Constitutionally  mandated 
quorum. . . 

Holder  v.  Byrd,  DAT-97-14 


23  Finding  that  the  constitutionally  required  two-thirds  (or  ten  members) 
were  not  present  for  the  meeting,  the  Tribunal  went  on  (1)  to  enjoin  the 
council  members  from  taking  any  action  pursuant  to  the  illegal  meeting, 
and  (2)  to  declare  that  the  purported  council  meeting  was 
unconstitutional  and  its  resulting  resolutions  null  and  void. 

24.  Nevertheless,  previously  on  April  18,  and  then  subsequently  on  or 
about  May  2,  1997,  the  Defendants,  through  their  agents  Dames  Fields  and 
Ada  E.  Deer  notified  Chief  Byrd  that  the  BIA  would  assume  the  enforcement 
authority  for  all  "tribal  laws,  ordinances,  and  court  orders." 

25.  The  BIA  similarly  began  notifying  members  of  the  Marshal  Service  that 
their  law  enforcement  commissions  had  been  suspended,  and  that  all  law 
enforcement  equipment  was  to  be  returned  to  the  BIA. 

26.  On  May  3,  1997,  eight  members  of  the  Cherokee  Tribal  Council  formed 
what  they  called  a Court  of  Removal,  a meeting  which  once  again  did  not 
satisfy  the  quorum  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  wherein  the  council 
members  present  voted  to  remove  the  Dustices  from  office.  Although  the 
Dustices  have  continued  to  perform  their  duties  under  the  Constitution 
since  that  date,  they  have  not  received  compensation  from  the  Cherokee 
Nation  for  those  services. 

27.  In  the  pre-dawn  hours  of  Dune  20,  1997,  the  Chief's  hastily-assembled 
and  largely  untrained  personal  security  force,  with  assistance  from  BIA 
police  officers,  took  physical  control  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse. 
The  Dustices  have  not  been  permitted  to  enter  that  building  since  that 
date,  and  despite  promises  to  the  contrary  from  Chief  Byrd,  the  Dustices 
have  not  even  been  able  to  enter  the  building  to  recover  their  personal 
belongings . 

28.  In  almost  nine  weeks  since  the  purported  "Court  of  Removal"  was 
formed,  no  justices  have  been  appointed  to  replace  Dustices  Keen,  Viles, 
and  Birdwell.  The  Tribunal's  courthouse  has  been  closed  to  the  Cherokee 
people.  Without  justices,  there  can  be  no  judicial  review  of  executive 
and  legislative  action  within  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

29.  Likewise,  and  notwithstanding  the  BIA's  apparent  and  stated 
intentions  to  supplant  the  Marshal  Service  and  perform  its  law  enforcement 
function,  the  BIA  has  failed  to  enforce  any  of  the  orders  of  the  Tribunal 
and  thus  has  failed  to  exercise  the  authority  it  announced  it  has  assumed 
over  tribal  laws.  In  particular,  the  Bla  has  failed  to  serve  Chief  Byrd 

or  Deputy  Chief  Eagle  with  bench  warrants  and  orders  of  detention  issued 
by  the  Tribunal  because  of  their  failures  to  appear  at  a May  27,  1997 
hearing  at  which  they  were  commanded  to  appear  (2),  nor  has  it  recognized 
the  other  orders  issued  by  the  Tribunal  with  regard  to  the 
constitutionality  of  the  Chief's  actions. 

30.  The  BIA  continues  to  take  action  in  derogation  of  the  Constitution 
and  statutes  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  by  refusing  to  enforce  the  Tribunal's 
orders  and  by  demobilizing  the  Cherokee  Nation  Marshal  Service.  In  fact, 
the  BIA  actively  and  aggressively  participated  with  the  Chief's  personal 
security  forces  in  physically  ejecting  Marshal  Service  personnel  from  the 
Cherokee  Courthouse  and  in  unlawfully  seizing  the  Marshal  Services' 
weapons  and  equipment. 

31.  The  BIA's  actions  directly  interfere  with  lawful  tribal  processes  and 
are  clearly  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  as  well  as  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  including  but 


2 The  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  on  May  2,  1997,  issued  a show  cause 
order  on  the  Chief  and  Deputy  Chief  commanding  their  appearance  at 
hearing  on  May  27,  1997.  When  the  two  failed  to  appear,  the  Tribunal 
issued  bench  warrants  on  May  27,  1997  for  their  arrest. 

These  warrants  reportedly  were  taken  "under  advisement"  by  the  BIA 
officers  and  have  not  been  served  or  executed. 


not  limited  to,  the  1993  Indian  Tribal  Dustice  Act  and  the  Indian  Law 
Enforcement  Reform  Act  of  1990. 

32.  By  refusing  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the  Tribunal,  the 
Defendants  have  tied  the  hands  of  the  Cherokee  Nation's  judicial  branch 
and  have  granted  the  Chief  unchecked  power  to  run  the  Nation  as  he  sees 
fit.  The  people  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  must  look  to  the  federal  court 


system  to  remove  the  BIA's  occupying  army  so  that  the  Cherokee  Nation  can 
restore  its  constitutional  government. 


V.  REQUEST  FOR  PERMANENT  INDUNCTION 

33.  The  Plaintiffs  incorporate  herein  by  reference  the  allegations 
contained  in  Paragraphs  1-32  of  this  Complaint. 

34.  The  Plaintiffs  have  suffered  and  will  continue  to  suffer  irreparable 
injury  if  injunctive  relief  is  not  granted  and  that  injury  is  not  fully 
compensable  in  damages. 

35.  The  BIA  will  suffer  no  injury  if  injunctive  relief  is  granted.  In 
fact,  enjoining  the  BIA  from  taking  action  which  is  contrary  to  law  will 
prevent  the  BIA  from  expending  federal  resources  in  pursuit  of  a decision 
which  must  ultimately  be  rendered  invalid. 

36.  The  Plaintiffs  have  a likelihood  of  success  on  the  merits  but  no 
adequate  remedy  at  law. 

37.  The  issuance  of  injunction  would  result  in  no  adverse  public  policy. 

38.  The  Plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  permanent  injunction  without  the 
requirement  of  a bond  for  the  reason  that  the  BIA  will  not  suffer 
compensable  injury  by  being  prohibited  from  taking  such  actions. 

WHEREFORE,  and  given  the  critical  nature  of  this  action,  the  Plaintiffs 
request  the  following: 

1.  that  this  Court  enter  an  order  declaring  that  the  actions  taken  by  the 
Defendants  are  arbitrary,  capricious,  an  abuse  of  discretion  and  beyond 
their  lawful  authority; 

2.  that  this  Court  issue  a permanent  injunction  ordering  the  Defendants 
to  withdraw  as  law  enforcement  officers  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  until  such 
time  as  they  are  legally  requested  to  assume  that  role,  and  that  the  BIA 
be  enjoined  from  preventing  the  Marshal  Service  from  performing  its  law 
enforcement  duties,  including  but  not  limited  to  the  service  pending 
bench  warrants  and  orders  of  detention; 

3.  or,  alternatively,  that  this  Court  issue  a permanent  injunction 
ordering  the  BIA  to  enforce  the  Tribunal's  Orders,  including,  but  not 
limited  to,  the  service  of  warrants  and  orders  issued  by  the  Tribunal; 

4.  that  this  Court  issue  a permanent  injunction  ordering  the  Defendants 
to  refrain  from  interfering  with  tribal  governmental  processes;  and 

5.  for  such  other  and  further  relief  as  the  Court  may  deem  just  and 
appropriate,  including  costs  and  attorneys  fees. 

RESPECTFULLY  SUBMITTED  this  9th  day  of  Duly,  1997 
SHIPLEY,  DENNINGS  & CHAMPLIN,  P.C. 

Charles  W.  Shipley,  D.C.  Bar  No.  169359 

201  West  Fifth  Street,  Suite  201 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma  74103 

Phone:  (918)  582-1720 

Fax:  (918)584-7681 

and 

HOBBS,  STRAUS,  DEAN  & WALKER 
By 

Dudith  A.  Shapiro,  D.C.  Bar  No.  376153 

1819  H.  Street,  N.W.,  Suite  800 

Washington,  DC  30007 

Phone:  (202)  783-5100 

Fax:  (202)  296-8834 

ATTORNEYS  FOR  THE  PLAINTIFFS 

Chief  Dustice  Ralph  F.  Keen,  Dustice  Philip  H.  Viles,  Dr.,  and  Dustice 
Dwight  W.  Birdwell  and  the  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  of  Oklahoma 

"RE : Dudley  George  Inquiry"  

Date:  Wed,  9 Dul  1997  19:21:55  -0800 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : OCCUPATION  IN  PROGRESS:  Dudley  George  Inquiry  (fwd) 


Forwarded  message 

CASNP  Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  With  The  Native  Peoples. 

39  Spadina  Ave.  Toronto  Canada  M5R  2S9.  416-972-1573  Fax  416-972-6232 

web:  http://www.pathcom.com/~casnp  email:  casnp@pathcom.com 

PROTESTERS  DEMANDING  INQUIRY  INTO  ABORIGINAL'S  MURDER  BY  OPP  SNIPER  ARE 
IMPRISONED  IN  ONTARIO  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  HARNICK'S  OFFICE 

CASNP.  9-Dul-97.  Twelve  people  from  a Coalition  Against  Racist  Police 
Violence  are  locked  behind  government  doors.  They  are  waiting  to  meet 
with  Ontario  Attorney  General  Charles  Flarnick  to  ask  for  an  inquiry  into 
government  involvement  in  the  events  leading  up  to  Dudley  George's 
murder.  Among  the  protesters  are  Pierre  George,  brother  of  Dudley 
George,  Maogosha  Pajor  of  CASNP,  Doanne  Bender  of  the  Coalition,  Dudley 
Laws  of  the  Black  Action  Defense  Committee,  Ethel  LeValley,  Secretary 
Treasurer  of  the  Ontario  Federation  of  Labour,  Roger  Obonsawin  of  the  01 
Group,  among  others.  Protesters  are  also  outside  the  building  and  are 
asking  others  to  join  them. 

The  protesters  arrived  at  11:00  a.m.  Wednesday  morning.  Duly  9th,  in 
front  of  the  Attorney  Generates  Office  at  720  Bay  St.  and  proceeded  into 
the  building.  After  12  people  went  in,  the  guards  closed  and  locked  the 
doors  of  the  building  disallowing  the  protesters  and  workers  to  enter  or 
leave  the  building  for  most  of  the  day.  When  a door  opened  to  let 
someone  out,  a protester  would  rush  in  to  join  the  others.  At  this 
point  the  protesters  are  still  inside  the  building. 

Background:  The  Stoney  Point  People  peacefully  re-occupied  Ipperwash 
Provincial  Park  after  it  had  closed  for  the  season  in  1995.  They  were 

protecting  sacred  burial  grounds  located  there.  None  were  armed.  On 

the  night  of  September  6th,  after  a meeting  of  government  officials, 
the  Ontario  Provincial  Police  (OPP)  opened  fire  on  the  Stoney  Pointers, 
gunning  down  and  killing  Dudley  George.  Why  do  Ontario  Premier  Mike 
Flarris,  AG  Charles  Harnick  and  Solicitor  General  Robert  Runciman 
refusing  to  call  a public  inquiry? 

Dudge  Hugh  Fraser  found  OPP  Officer  Kenneth  Deane  guilty  of  criminal 
negligence  causing  death  on  April  28th  1997.  He  found  that  Deane  had 

"concocted  a story. . . in  an  ill-fated  attempt  to  deny  the  fact  that  an 

unarmed  man  was  shot.  (Deane  was)  not  honest  in  (his)  statements  to 
police  investigators,  to  the  SIU  (Special  Investigations  Unit)  and  to 
this  court".  Yet  Deane  faces  no  prison  term,  only  180  hours  of 
community  work.  Will  he  be  sent  to  an  Aboriginal  community?  He  is  even 
allowed  to  keep  his  job.  This  sentence  makes  a mockery  of  Canada's 
justice  system. 

This  sentence  sends  a message  that  to  the  Canadian  elite  Indian  life  is 
cheap,  that  the  establishment  condones  attacks  on  defenseless  elders, 
men,  women  and  children,  and  that  there  are  two  judicial  systems 
operating  in  Canada,  one  for  themselves  and  another  for  Aboriginals  and 
people  of  colour.  In  contrast  Wolverine,  the  66  year  old  Shuswap 
traditionalist,  organic  gardener  and  old  age  pensioner  has  already 
served  almost  2 years  in  prison  and  the  BC  Attorney  General  is  seeking  a 
harsh  25  year  sentence  for  "mischief  endangering  life".  This 
conviction  comes  from  Wolverine's  attempt  to  stop  a 14  ton  military  APC 
from  running  him  down,  by  shooting  at  the  tires  [during  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
standoff  --  S.I.S.I.S.].  There  is  blatant  racism  within  the  police 
forces,  especially  the  OPP  and  RCMP.  The  Somalia  scandal  has  revealed  a 
culture  of  white  supremacy  and  racism  within  the  Canadian  Forces  who  were 
behind  the  scenes  in  Ipperwash  and  Gustafsen  Lake.  In  all  confrontations 
Aboriginal  sovereignty  and  title  to  North  America  is  the  issue.  Canada  has 
decided  to  deal  harshly  with  those  who  question  their  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction  on  Aboriginal 
lands . 

Good  people  everywhere  must  demand  to  know  the  ugly  truth,  with 
involvement  of  international  impartial  observers  to  prevent  a Canadian 
cover-up . 

Contact : 

Prime  Minister  Dean  Chretien, 

Rm  309-S  Centre  Block,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  0A6  Canada 


Ph.  613-992-4211  Fax  613-941-6900 

email : remote- printer . lean-Chretien@16139416900. iddd .tpc . int 

email :pm@pm.gc.ca  WWW  comments:  http://pm.gc.ca/english/pmo/e-corres.htm. 

Ontario  Premier  Michael  Harris, 

Rm  281,  Legislative  Bldg.,  Toronto  ON  M7A  1A1  Canada 
Ph:  416-325-1941  Fax:  416-325-3745 

Contact:  CASNP(above) ; Anti-Racist  Action  416-631-8835;  Black  Action 
Defense  Committee  416-656-2232;  OPIRG  York  416-732-2100;  Toronto 
Coalition  Against  Racism  416-530-0262. 

End  forwarded  message:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

More  Addresses: 

Charles  Harnick,  Attorney-General/Minister  of  Native  Affairs, 

11th  Floor,  720  Bay  St,  Toronto  ON  M5G  2K1 
Ph:  416-326-4000  Fax:  416-326-4016 

Faxing  by  email:  <remote-printer.Charles_Harnick@14163264016.iddd.tpc.int> 

Robert  Runciman,  Solicitor-General/Minister  of  Correctional  Services, 

Suite  400,  175  Floor  St  E,  Toronto  ON  M4W  3R8 
Ph:  416-326-5075  Fax:  416-326-5085 

Faxing  by  email:  cremote-printer . Robert_Runciman@14163265085 . iddd .tpc . int> 

! FULL  PUBLIC  INQUIRIES  INTO  IPPERWASH  AND  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE! 

=++=FREE  WO LVERINE=+=+=  FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS=++= 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>REMEMBER  DUDLEY  GEORGE<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

For  links  to  politicians'  emails,  sample  letters  and  more  ideas  on  how  to 
help  visit: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vi pi rg/S ISIS/ Ipperwash /letter . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vi pi rg/S ISIS/Gust Lake/ support . html 

The  petitions  posted  on  the  S.I.S.I.S.  site  demanding  inquiries  can  be 
signed  by  email:  send  a message  to  <sisis@envirolink.org>  reading  "I 
support  the  Stoney  Point  petition"  and/or  "I  support  the  petition  demanding 
an  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake"  along  with  your  name  and  city/province  of 
residence. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

- "RE:  Gustafsen:  EC  Support  Letter"  

Date:  Wed,  9 lul  1997  04:06:00  -0800 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  EC  Support  Letter 

Forwarded  message 

EP-PE  : EUROPEAN  COMMUNITIES  - EUROPEAN  PARLIAMENT 

To:  Prime  Minister  of  Canada 
Mr.  lean  Chretien 
From:  Per  Gahrton 

Member  of  the  Green  Group  of  the  European  Parliament 
Head  of  the  delegation  of  the  Swedish  Green  Party 
Brussels,  4th  of  Duly  1997 

Dear  Prime  Minister  Chretien, 

We  are  writing  to  you  to  express  our  deep  concern  on  the  ongoing  court 
case  against  the  members  of  the  Secwepemc  (Shuswap)  Nation  and  their 
supporters  who  refused  to  abandon  Secwepemc  sundance  and  burial  grounds  at 


Gustafsen  Lake  on  traditional  Secwepemc  territory.  This  land  has  never 
been  sold  or  ceded  by  the  Secwepemc  Nation  to  the  British  Crown  or  the 
Canadian  Government.  However  the  traditional  Secwepemcs  and  their  allies 
have  been  inter-alia  convicted  of  "mischief  to  private  property"  for  not 
leaving  their  traditional  territory  on  demand  of  the  Euro-Canadian  "owner" 
of  the  lands.  Their  protest  developed  into  one  of  the  largest  police 
operations  in  Canadian  history.  The  RCMP  used  Armoured  Personnel  Carriers, 
land  mines  and  thousands  of  rounds  of  hollow  point  ammunition.  Again, 
landrights  issues  were  attempted  to  be  solved  by  military  operations  and 
not  by  peaceful  means  of  negotiation. 

What  was  the  background  of  the  protest?  With  few  exceptions  no  treaties 
have  been  concluded  so  far  between  First  Nations  and  the  Crown  within  the 
Province  of  British  Columbia.  Therefore  most  territory  within  Province 
boundaries  is  considered  to  be  "non-ceded".  This  includes  traditional 
Secwepemc  territory.  However  since  1993  the  provincial  government  of 
British  Columbia  and  the  federal  government  have  entered  into  trilateral 
negotiations  with  many  of  the  Band  Councils  across  the  Province  to  settle 
landrights  by  the  conclusion  of  treaties.  Nevertheless,  several  First 
Nations  are  not  willing  to  participate  in  this  treaty  process.  The  current 
treaty  policy  of  the  Canadian  government  towards  Indian  Nations  seems  to 
mainly  focus  on  the  definite  extinguishment  of  Aboriginal  title.  From  an 
Aboriginal  perspective,  treaties  should  accomplish  not  the  extinguishment 
but  the  recognition  of  Aboriginal  title,  the  historic  position  of 
Aboriginal  Peoples  and  their  future  relationship  with  Canada. 

Many  First  Nations  have  repeatedly  asked  for  alternative  procedures  for 
solving  the  issue  of  unceded  indigenous  territory.  One  of  the  proposals, 
namely  of  the  protestors  of  Gustafsen  Lake,  was  to  attorn  the  dispute 
about  jurisdiction  over  unsurrendered  aboriginal  territory  to  an 
independent,  impartial,  third-party  tribunal. 

In  any  case,  landrights  issues  between  First  Nations  and  the  Canadian 
Federal  Government  are  subject  to  a political  solution  and  not  to 
Provincial  court  jurisdiction.  Even  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister  John 
Cashore  has  pointed  out  that  supreme  courts  have  taken  the  position  that 
aboriginal  landrights  are  subject  to  politically  negotiated  solutions  and 
not  to  litigation. 

Therefore,  we  urge  you  to 

1.  Do  everything  possible  for  an  immediate  release  of  the  Secwepemc  and 
their  allies  who  are  currently  convicted  in  the  BC  court  system  and  instead 
negotiate  a political  solution  to  Secwepemc  land  rights  issues. 

2.  Allow  a full  and  comprehensive  public  inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  operation,  with  international  observers  present  to  monitor 
the  process. 

3.  Respect  the  opinion  of  the  First  Nations  within  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia  that  the  Treaty  Process  in  their  view  is  not  an  appropriate  frame 
to  negotiate  agreements  on  their  unceded  territory  and  provide  in  close 
cooperation  and  consultation  with  the  Aboriginal  Peoples  concerned  for  an 
alternative  frame  for  solving  these  issues. 

Sincerely, 

Per  Gahrton 

End  forwarded  message:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

Letters  of  support  are  urgently  needed  as  sentencing  approaches. 

They  should  be  emailed  to: 

< remote - pr i nte r . Bill_Light bown@1604251 1986. iddd.t pc . int> 
or  <sisis@envirolink.org> 

or  faxed  to  604-251-1986,  marked  attn:  Bill  Lightbown. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<maj or domo@speakeasy.org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 


"RE : UPDATE:  Dudley  George  Shooting"  

Date:  Sat,  12  Dul  1997  05:56:18  -0800 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : UPDATE:  Meeting  with  Ontario  Attorney  General 

re:  Dudley  George  shooting 

Forwarded  message 

On  Wednesday,  Duly  9,  the  Coalition  Against  Racist  Police  Violence  held  a 
press  conference  outside  of  Ontario  Attorney  General  Charles  Harnick's 
office.  The  Coalition,  along  with  Pierre  George  of  Stoney  Point  and  the 
Ontario  Federation  of  Labour,  demanded  that  the  sentence  given  to  Acting 
OPP  Sergeant  Kenneth  Deane  be  appealed.  A full  public  inquiry  into  the 
shooting  death  of  Anthony  O'Brien  "Dudley"  George,  of  Stoney  Point  First 
Nation  was  also  demanded  at  the  press  conference. 

On  Duly  3,  Deane  was  given  a sentence  of  two  years  less  a day  to  be 
served  in  the  community  for  criminal  negligence  causing  death.  Deane  shot 
and  killed  Dudley  George  on  September  6,  1995. 

The  press  conference  turned  into  an  occupation  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
Attorney  General  when  individuals  present  entered  the  building  to  book  an 
appointment  with  Attorney  General  Charles  Flarnick.  Police  Officers  and 
private  security  were  immediately  on  hand  to  block  the  entrance  to 
Flarnick' s offices.  Eight  demonstrators  then  stayed  inside  the  building 
until  5:30  p.m.  demanding  a written  commitment  from  the  Ontario  Native 
Affairs  Secretariat  (ONAS)  that  they  would  speak  with  the  Attorney 
General's  office  about  setting  up  a meeting. 

Demonstrators  were  shuffled  to  ONAS  because,  AG  Harnick,  the  Deputy 
Minister,  and  any  assistant  or  secretary  capable  of  booking  a tentative 
appointment  were  all  on  holidays...  uh-huh!  Yet  the  head  of  ONAS  was  in 
the  building  and  refused  to  speak  with  demonstrators. 

By  5:30  on  Wednesday  Bruce  Malloch,  Communications  Director  for  ONAS, 
promised  to  speak  with  the  Attorney  General's  office  about  setting  up  a 
meeting  and  to  call  the  demonstrators  back  the  next  day,  Thursday. 

At  approximately  4:30  on  Thursday  afternoon,  one  of  the  people  who  had  been 
inside  the  Ministry  of  the  Attorney  General  received  a call  from  Malloch. 

He  stated  that  a meeting  with  the  Attorney  General  was  impossible  because 
the  matters  were  still  before  the  courts. 

Yet,  no  appeal  has  been  filed  and  until  there  is  an  appeal,  the  matter  is 
no  longer  before  the  courts. 

Malloch  also  said  that  Murray  Seguel,  Senior  Officer  in  the  Crown  Law 
Office-  Criminal  is  responsible  for  appeals  and  that  a meeting  should  be 
set  with  him. 

An  appeal  of  the  sentencing  can  be  filed  up  to  30  days  after  sentencing. 
Those  involved  with  the  press  conference  and  occupation  on  Wednesday  will 
take  further  action  on  the  demand  that  Deane's  sentence  be  appealed. 
Anti-Racist  Action  (Toronto) 

P.O.  Box  291 
Station  B 
Toronto,  ON 
M5T  2T2 

by  phone:  (416)  631-8835 

web -site:  http://www.web.net/~ara 

In  Toronto,  tune  into  to  "Radio  Antifa", 

around  7:30  every  other  Monday  night  on  CKLN  88.1  FM. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 


RE:  Canada  Guts  Inquiry  Process 


Date:  Mon,  14  Dul  1997  22:57:57  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Canada  Guts  Inquiry  Process 

: - :S. I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-: 

Duly  14,  1997  Bulletin 

Keeping  The  Lid  On  - Canada  Moves  to  Gut  Public  Inquiries 

Canada  has  quietly  begun  a campaign  to  compromise  the  process  of  public 
inquiries.  It  is  believed  the  moves  are  in  response  to  the  political  damage 
sustained  during  the  abruptly  terminated  Somalia  Inquiry,  and  to  the 
domestic  and  international  pressure  mounting  for  public  inquiries  into  the 
actions  of  the  authorities  at  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  and  Stoney  Point 
(Ipperwash) . 

In  the  summer  of  1995  Native  people  defending  sacred  sites  were  viciously 
attacked  by  armed  police  and  paramilitary  forces  upon  the  instructions  of 
the  governments  of  British  Columbia  and  Ontario.  Two  unarmed  protestors 
were  gunned  down  by  police.  Stoney  Pointer  Dudley  George  was  killed.  At 
Gustafsen  Lake  a woman  with  her  hands  up  was  shot  with  internationally 
prohibited  hollow-point  ammunition.  She  survived,  but  harsh  sentences  up  to 
twenty-three  years  are  being  sought  by  the  BC  Attorney  General  for  the  now 
criminalized  Ts'peten  Defenders.  By  contrast  Dudley  George's  killer,  police 
sniper  Kenneth  Deane,  was  given  a "conditional"  sentence  of  two  years  less 
a day,  will  not  go  to  jail  and  continues  working  as  a police  officer. 

'Reforming  Commissions  of  Inquiry'  suggests  procedural  reforms  including 
closed-door  hearings,  publication  bans,  and  in  many  cases  abolishing 
inquiries  altogether.  According  to  an  article  running  today  in  Trilateral 
Commission  member  Conrad  Black's  Southam  Newspaper  chain,  "experts  say  the 
government  can  avoid  the  difficulties  that  have  plagued  recent  inquiries  by 
carefully  considering,  when  faced  with  a problem,  whether  a commission  is 
really  needed ..." 

"'We  can  avoid  a lot  of  public  inquiries,'  said  Bryan  Schwartz,  a 
University  of  Manitoba  Law  professor.  'We  use  them  far  too  frequently.'" 

The  paper  prepared  by  the  Privy  Council  Office,  an  advisory  body  to  the 
Prime  Minister,  says  "in  all  cases,  the  decision  of  whether  to  appoint  an 
inquiry  is  ultimately  political."  But  University  of  Ottawa  law  professor 
Edward  Ratushny  believes  changes  contemplated  would  "effectively  emasculate 
an  inquiry." 

The  article  "Report  on  public  inquiries  says  they  should  be  strictly  a 
last  resort"  by  Southam' s Dim  Bronskill  (Vancouver  Sun,  Duly  14,  1997  P.A3) 
also  includes  recommendations  by  David  Scott,  the  lawyer  for  Brigadier- 
General  Ernest  Beno  at  the  Somalia  inquiry.  Scott  characterizes  inquiries  as 
long,  expensive,  highly  legalistic  exercises  which  should  "get  to  the  bottom 
of  it  without  selectively  finding  fault  with  individuals..."  However 
Professor  Ratushny  said  this  means  "you'd  never  get  answers  to  the  questions 
that  have  to  be  answered." 

The  NDP  government  of  British  Columbia,  the  Conservative  Mike  Harris 
government  of  Ontario,  as  well  as  the  federal  government  continue  to  refuse 
all  demands  for  inquiries  into  the  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash  incidents. 

Shuswap  elder  Wolverine,  imprisoned  since  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff, 
commented,  "The  government  doesn't  want  an  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake 
because  the  corruption  runs  from  the  RCMP  through  the  Attorney  General  and 
the  Solicitor  General  all  the  way  to  the  Prime  Minister's  door.  They  don't 
want  the  truth  to  come  out." 

FULL  PUBLIC  INQUIRIES  INTO  IPPERWASH  AND  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE 
=++=FREE  WO LVERINE=+=+=FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS=++= 

-->>>>>>>>>>>>>REMEMBER  DUDLEY  GEORGE<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< - - 

For  links  to  politicians'  emails,  sample  letters,  petitions  and  more  ideas 
on  how  to  help,  visit: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vi pi rg/SISIS/Gust Lake/ support . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vi pi rg/S ISIS/ Ipperwash /letter . html 
The  petitions  posted  on  the  S.I.S.I.S.  site  demanding  inquiries  can  be 


signed  by  email:  send  a message  to  <sisis@envirolink.org>  reading  "I 
support  the  Stoney  Point  petition"  and/or  "I  support  the  petition  demanding 
an  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake"  along  with  your  name  and  your  city  and 
province/state  of  residence. 
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— "RE:  Gustafsen:  Waiting  to  see  Dustice"  

Date:  Fri,  11  Dul  1997  19:15:12  -0800 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  Waiting  to  see  Dustice 

:-: -S . I . S. I .S. /Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-: 

Duly  11,  1997  Court  Notes 

The  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  trial  in  Surrey  heard  sentencing 
submissions  Duly  10th  from  self-representing  defendant  OD  Pitawanakwat  and 
from  defence  lawyers  representing  Grant  Archie,  Trond  Halle  and  Rob 
Fleming. 

The  sentencing  process  has  been  exceedingly  lengthy,  with  dates  for 
submissions  spaced  weeks  apart.  Yesterday,  Dudge  Dosephson  indicated  that 
he  likely  delay  the  sentencing  itself  until  late  August,  four  full  months 
after  the  verdicts  were  handed  down  on  May  20.  The  sentencing  period  will 
be  nearly  half  the  length  of  the  trial,  already  the  longest  criminal  trial 
in  Canadian  history. 

Dosephson  ignores  defendants'  repeated  requests  for  a speedy  sentencing. 
Wolverine  again  protested  yesterday: 

"Seems  like  people  are  deliberately  dragging  their  feet.  I'd  like  to  get 
on  with  sentencing  so  I can  appeal  this  conviction.  We  didn't  do  anything 
wrong  - we  stood  on  unceded  Shuswap  territory.  Again  today  we  hear  that  we 
were  on  rancher  Lyle  Dames'  land.  Until  you  can  prove  how  the  land  was 
transferred,  whether  through  theft,  fraud  or  genocide,  how  do  you  have 
jurisdiction? 

"We've  already  served  notice.  We  can't  get  justice  here  in  Canada.  That 
is  what  we  are  still  seeking.  That's  why  we're  appealing  to  the 
international  community.  This  is  fraud.  When  you  people  came  here  on  boats, 
you  had  nothing  - yet  you  say  you  own  the  land.  We  want  proof  in  law." 

OD  Pitawanakwat  gave  a passionate,  meticulous  and  deeply  moving  analysis 
of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  incident  and  the  colonial  agonies  of  an  indigenous 
prisoner  in  Canada. 

"We  are  peoples  that  are  supposed  to  be  protected.  Instead,  we  were 
assaulted  by  the  supposed  guardians  of  the  rule  of  law.  It  seems  that  the 
RCMP  and  the  Crown  were  instructed  to  smear  us.  The  Crown  is  still 
treating  us  as  terrorists... 

"The  Crown's  case  is  one-sided  and  on  the  other  side  is  the  protection 
of  a way  of  life  and  a call  for  an  impartial  tribunal.  Our  ways  need  to  be 
protected  for  the  Native  youth... 

"You  can  be  the  first  to  address  these  issues.  You  have  witnessed  the 
perjury  and  dirty  little  deeds.  You  heard  RCMP  witnesses  state  that  the 
Crown  told  them  to  doctor  their  notes.  It  was  the  RCMP  who  stated  to  the 
media  that  the  police  were  on  the  warpath... 

"The  RCMP  acted  as  tormentors  - no  wonder  people  in  the  camp  wouldn't 
come  out.  These  are  the  aggravating  circumstances  the  Crown  won't  talk 
about.  Every  time  we  point  out  the  solution  to  a province  that  is 
illegally  transferring  title  - look  what  happens. 

"I  think  Canada  will  very  soon  have  to  face  its  legacy  of  genocide.  We 
now  have  international  bodies  waiting." 


Mr.  Pitawanakwat  reminded  Dosephson  of  the  1948  Genocide  Convention  and 
the  fact  that  judges  are  also  subject  to  it. 

He  also  spoke  of  the  death  of  "brother  Dudley  George/'  the  Stoney  Point 
man  shot  to  death  by  Ontario  Provincial  Police  officer  Kenneth  Deane 
during  the  standoff  at  Ipperwash  simultaneous  to  the  Gustafsen  siege. 
Pitawanakwat  cited  as  precedent  Deane's  2 year  conditional  sentence,  which 
means  the  killer  won't  see  a day  in  jail.  He  contrasted  this  to  the  time 
he  and  Wolverine  have  already  been  imprisoned  and  reminded  the  judge  that 
the  Native  youth  are  waiting  to  see  justice.  01  reiterated  the  need  for 
public  inquiries  into  both  incidents. 

"The  people  were  asserting  their  rights  - they  are  members  of  a 
collective  of  people  who  have  never  given  up  their  land.  Canada  has 
repeatedly  broken  its  word.  We  must  settle  this.  This  cannot  happen  if  you 
put  me  in  jail." 

Defence  lawyer  George  Wool  also  spoke  yesterday  on  behalf  of  Shuswap 
Grant  Archie  and  non-native  environmentalist  and  film-maker  Trond  Halle, 
calling  for  absolute  discharges  for  both  of  them. 

He  outlined  evidence  at  trial  which  he  said  indicated  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
dispute  was  simmering  as  early  as  1990. "This  is  known  as  a redneck  area  ... 
Native  and  non-native  people  live  separate  and  apart."  Wool  reminded  the 
court  that  in  Dune  1995,  RCMP  Sergeant  Martin  Sarich  wrote  about  the 
Sundance  at  Ts'peten  in  terms  of  "ending  this  yearly  headache  once  and  for 
all."  A few  days  later,  ranch  "owner"  Lyle  Dames  went  into  what  Wool 
characterized  as  "this  unsurveyed  area  which  he  believed  was  part  of  his 
land."  Ignoring  advice  from  his  high-powered  Russel  and  Dumoulin  lawyers 
to  get  a survey  and  court  order  because  it  was  "too  expensive,"  Dames 
brought  into  a peaceful  encampment  13  cowboys  armed  with  rifles  and 
cracking  a bull-whip,  who  threatened  to  "string  up  a red  nigger."  "This  in 
my  view  started  the  whole  process,"  said  Wool.  "Seeds  of  fear  began  to 
develop. " 

Wool  reviewed  testimony  of  further  incidents  of  harassment  and  threats 
by  white  cowhands,  who  even  fired  shots  into  the  camp.  He  pointed  out  that 
a large  cache  of  arms  attributed  to  white  supremacists  had  been  seized  in 
the  area  not  long  before.  It  was  in  this  context,  said  Wool,  that  "Ottawa 
career  officer  Len  Olfert"  made  the  disastrous  decision  to  send  in  RCMP 
officers,  armed  with  M16  assault  rifles  and  dressed  in  camouflage  with  no 
police  markings,  to  penetrate  the  camp  at  dawn  on  August  18.  Despite 
several  frightened  phone  calls  from  the  camp,  RCMP  did  not  respond  or 
reveal  the  gunmen's  identity,  and  a shot  was  fired. 

Wool  reminded  the  court  that  the  RCMP  used  their  own  aircraft  to 
transport  Vancouver  media  to  Williams  Lake  for  the  ensuing  press 
conference.  At  this  point,  RCMP  demonized  camp  members  as  "terrorists"  yet 
continued  to  "let  anybody  and  everybody  enter  the  camp,"  and  as  BCTV 
journalist  Dohn  Daly  testified,  "encouraged  and  facilitated  media  entry 
into  the  camp,  even  giving  out  the  phone  number  to  the  camp  before  cutting 
off  the  area  on  August  24."  This,  noted  Wool,  was  not  consistent. 

>From  that  point  on,  all  aggression  was  by  police,  said  Wool;  the 
alleged  "incidents"  attributed  to  the  camp  were  all  defensive  in  nature, 
and  evidence  also  suggests  police  were  recipients  of  their  own  'friendly 
fire'.  The  "smear  and  disinformation  campaign"  by  police  calculated  to 
"put  stress  on  the  natives"  is  uncontradicted  evidence.  Wool  told  Dudge 
Dosephson.  Nevertheless,  Wool  attempted  to  distance  his  clients  from  the 
spiritual  and  sovereigntist  stances  taken  by  other  defendants,  depicting 
Halle  as  a mere  journalist  with  "no  agenda"  and  Archie  as  a victim  of 
circumstance,  who  simply  went  to  visit  a friend  and  found  himself  in  the 
wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time. 

David  Gibbons,  recently  retained  by  non-native  Bearwatch 
environmentalist  Rob  Fleming,  took  a similar  tack,  characterizing  his 
client  as  "idealistic  but  somewhat  naive."  Gibbons  said  Fleming  stayed  in 
the  camp  because  he  thought  that  as  a non-native,  "if  he  left  the  police 
would  kill  the  native  people,"  but  that  he  now  recognized  "the  futility 
and  foolishness  of  his  actions."  Support  letters  by  family  and  friends 
such  as  environmentalists  Valerie  Langer  and  Dulie  Draper  were  also  read. 
Gibbons  called  for  a conditional  sentence  for  his  client. 

OD  Pitawanakwat  will  conclude  today,  and  self-representing  non-native 


defendant  Shelagh  Franklin  will  begin  speaking  to  sentencing.  She  will  be 
reading  letters  of  support  for  the  Ts'peten  Defenders  and  their  stand, 
received  between  1995  and  1997  from  individuals,  nations  and  organizations, 
including  AIM,  the  Haudenosaunee  confederacy,  CASNP,  the  Green  Group  of 
the  European  parliament  and  Ramsey  Clark,  lawyer  to  Leonard  Peltier  and 
former  US  Attorney  General. 

++FREE  WOLVERINE+FREE  OD+FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS++ 
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"RE : Native  Land  Rights"  

Date:  Wed,  9 3ul  1997  06:52:14  -0500 

From:  blkfoot4@3 rivers . net  (Long  Standing  Bear  Chief) 

Sub j : Native  Land  Rights,  special  reference  to  Gustafsen  Lake. 

UUCP  email 

Duly  8,  1997 

Prime  Minister  of  Canada 
Mr.  Dean  Chretien 

Dear  Prime  Minister  Chretien, 

It  has  become  abundantly  clear  to  me  and  the  world  that  the 
Canadian  government  is  without  any  authority  to  prosecute  First  Nations 
people  involved  in  your  British  Columbia  governments  attack  on  the  people 
in  the  Secwepemc  Territory.  The  people  there  are  guilty  of  nothing  more 
than  exercising  there  rights  to  practice  their  beliefs  and  traditions  in 
the  Sun  Dance.  Since  when  did  you  and  your  government  take  the  position  it 
had  the  right  to  prosecute  native  people  in  its  courts  over  issues  and 
rights  it  does  not  understand,  appreciate,  or  have  the  right  to  dictate. 
Your  Canadian  actions  smack  at  nothing  more  than  police  state  tactics  and 
the  perverted  idea  that  military  might  makes  right.  Yours  is  a shameful  and 
repugnant  act ! ! ! ! 

If  your  course  of  action  is  so  right  then  why  do  you  and  your  people 
fear  the  appointment  of  a third  party  tribunal  to  hear  the  facts  of  the 
matter? !?!?!?!? 

Let  the  world  remind  you  that  your  own  Aboriginal  Affairs  Minister 
Dohn  Cashmore  has  pointed  out  that  your  supreme  courts  have  decided  that 
aboriginal  land  rights  are  not  subject  to  litigation  in  your  courts  but 
must  be  settled  by  means  of  politically  negotiated  solutions.  So  why  do  you 
fear  the  treaty  process????  Your  actions  with  regard  to  native  land  rights 
seem  clear,  your  government  is  now  acting  and  seems  to  have  decided  on  the 
role  of  an  international  bully. 

Therefore,  we  the  people  of  the  world  urge  you  to: 

1.  Immediately  release  the  Secwepemc  and  their  allies  who  are  currently  in 
your  BC  jail  system  so  they  and  their  nations  members  can  negotiate  a 
political  solution  to  Secwepemc  land  rights  with  non-native  Canadians. 

2.  Allow  a full  and  comprehensive  public  inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  operation,  with  international  observers  present  to  monitor 
the  process. 


3.  Respect  the  nights  of  the  First  Nations  within  the  Province  of  British 
Columbia  that  the  Treaty  Process  is  an  appropriate  framework  to  negotiate 
agreements  with  regard  to  Aboriginal  Peoples  rights.  There  is  no  other 
alternative . 

Sincerely  yours. 

Long  Standing  Bear  Chief 

"RE : Menominee  Nation  Condemns  Violation"  

Date:  10:58  AM  Dul  8,  1997 
From:  amccombs 

Sub j : MENOMINEE  NATION  CONDEMNS  VIOLATION 

Newsgroup:  igc. indig. info 

For  Immediate  Release 

Duly  8,  1997 

For  Wide  Distribution 

Menominee  Nation  Condemns  Violation  of  Peaceful  Protesters'  Civil  Rights 

(Keshena,  WI)  Upon  hearing  about  the  arrests  yesterday  of  peaceful 
demonstrators  who  participated  in  protesting  Exxon's  proposed  Wolf 
River  mine  in  Crandon,  Wisconsin,  Apesanahkwat,  Chairman  of  the 
Menominee  Nation  stated,  "Although  I believe  this  is  an  isolated 
incident,  I hope  this  is  not  the  calm  before  the  storm." 

According  to  information  received  from  Representative  Robert  Lorge, 
Forest  County  law  enforcement  officials  arrested  30-60  people 
yesterday.  Representative  Lorge  stated  the  charges  of  unlawful  assembly 
by  the  protesters  met  only  one  of  the  four  required  tests  for  the 
unlawful  assembly  charges  to  be  correctly  applied  (see  enclosed 
statement  by  Lorge) . 

The  protesters  were  held  on  $250  bond,  not  released  immediately  as 
is  the  normal  legal  procedure  in  non-violent  charges.  No  magistrate  was 
present  so  those  arrested  could  make  an  initial  appearance/plea  and  be 
released.  The  prisoners  are  being  held  in  six  county  jails:  Forest, 
Langlade,  Lincoln,  Oneida,  Wood,  and  Vilas  Counties. 

Outraged  by  the  apparent  violation  of  the  protesters'  civil  rights, 

Ken  Fish,  Director  of  the  Menominee  Nation  Treaty  Rights  & Mining 
Impacts  office  stated,  "Thanks  to  Exxon,  are  the  days  of  Freedom  of 
Speech  and  the  Right  to  Assemble  over  in  Wisconsin?  For  five  centuries 
Native  Americans  have  been  looked  upon  as  second-class  citizens.  Now, 
it  looks  like  anyone  who  works  for  peace  or  the  environment  is  going  to 
get  the  same  treatment.  Is  Exxon's  money  and  power  destroying  democracy 
in  Wisconsin?" 

Fish  stated  that  given  the  poor  and  inadequate  quality  of  data 
submitted  in  the  EIR  by  Exxon/Rio  Algom's  Crandon  Mining  Company  to 
date,  and  the  review  by  Wisconsin's  DNR,  if  a decision  was  made  today 
regarding  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  CMC's  permit  application, 

Exxon's  proposed  Wolf  River  mine  would  be  denied.  "It  is  beyond  a 
shadow  of  a doubt  this  mine  would  be  denied.  Exxon's  current  permit 
application  has  been  active  for  three  years.  Originally  the  Final 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  was  due  by  the  end  of  this  year.  Now 
it's  been  extended  until  1999." 

Fish  is  highly  critical  of  a DNR  he  sees  as  being  highly  politicized 
and  is  frustrated  by  continual  delays  in  the  permitting  process  due  to 
Exxon's  inability  to  produce  factual  data  proving  the  company  can  mine 
safely  without  contaminating  the  Wolf  River.  "Secretary  George  Meyer 
and  the  DNR  are  acting  as  cheerleaders  for  Exxon.  Every  delay  they  get 
means  their  Department  continues  to  get  indirect  funding  from  Exxon. 

Now  because  the  Master  Flearing  date  has  been  pushed  back  to  1999,  the 
state's  Department  of  Natural  Resources  can  look  forward  to  two  more 
years  of  indirect  funding  from  Exxon." 

"Despite  the  fact  that  Exxon  has  been  trying  for  twenty  years  to  get 
their  mine  permitted  without  producing  any  scientifically  valid  proof 


they  can  do  it  safely,  the  DNR  allows  the  permit  process  to  go  on," 
stated  Fish.  "Enough  is  enough.  As  Secretary  Meyer's  direct  supervisor, 
the  Governor  has  to  intervene  to  stop  this  insanity.  But  will  he,  given 
the  Governor's  track  record  which  includes  the  appointment  of  a former 
Exxon  lobbyist  to  be  his  first  Administrative  Secretary,  prior  to  the 
current  Secretary  Mark  Bugher?  Will  a Governor  who  came  into  office  in 
1987  pledging  his  support  for  mining,  and  who  supported  the  progressive 
weakening  of  Wisconsin's  formerly  strong  laws  regulating  mining,  be 
willing  to  take  effective  action  to  protect  the  Wolf  River?" 

Menominee  Chairman  Apesanahkwat  criticized  the  double  standard 
applied  by  officials  to  the  demonstrators,  "Vernon  Kincaid,  the  Mayor  of 
Crandon  was  quoted  as  criticizing  yesterday's  demonstration  because  the 
protesters  were  from  out  of  state.  But  Crandon  Mining  Company  is  a 
wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  Exxon,  which  is  from  Texas,  and  Rio  Algom 
which  is  a Canadian  company. 

"The  people  who  were  arrested  in  North  Wisconsin  yesterday  came  from 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  to  help  the  people  of  Wisconsin  fight 
to  protect  the  Wolf  River,  an  Outstanding  Resource  Water  and  the  fifth 
most  endangered  river  in  North  America.  Those  people  were  arrested 
because  they  were  singing?  What's  next,  tear  gas  and  billy  clubs  for 
wearing  the  wrong  t-shirt?"  Apesanahkwat  asked.  "When  law  enforcement 
officials  feel  they  have  the  right  to  violate  the  U.S.  and  Wisconsin 
Constitutions  in  support  of  multinational  mining  companies,  things  have 
just  gone  too  far.  It  is  time  that  the  people  of  the  Menominee  Nation 
and  Wisconsin  citizens  are  freed  from  Exxon's  siege  on  our  environment 
and  our  civil  rights." 

--  end  -- 

PEACEFUL  PROTESTERS  HAILED  AT  EXXON  CRANDON  MINE 

> 

>Date : Mon,  07  Dul  1997  23:01:22  -0500 

>From:  "Attorney  Robert  G.  Lorge"  <lorge@lawfirm. net> 

Organization : Lorge  & Lorge  Law  Firm  608-244-0608 
> 

>Our  telephone  has  been  ringing  off  the  hook  today,  as  30-60  estimated 
arrests  have  been  made  and  are  being  made 

>up  in  North-Northeast  Wisconsin's  Forest  County  by  peaceful 
protesters,  who  were  not  given  the  opportunity  to  disperse  by  law 
enforcement  agencies  ordering  them  to  disperse  what  was  a peaceful 
protest  protected  under  the  Free  Speech  constitutional  protections 
guaranteed  under  the  First  Amendment  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
Wisconsin  State  Constitutions,  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
Wisconsin  State  Constitutions. 

> 

>They  were  or  are  apparently  being  charged  with  unlawful  assembly,  in 
violation  of  section  947.06  Wisconsin  Statutes,  which  statute  sections 
the  arresting  law  enforcement  officials  were  not  aware  of,  which  led 
many  callers  to  question  were  the  arrest  orders  were  coming  from.  This 
unlawful  assembly  (s.  947.06)  requires  Four  tests  be  proven: 

> 

>lst:  That  there  is  reasonable  belief  that  damage  or  injury  to  person 
or  property  will  be  caused; 

>2nd:  That  the  protesters  are  blocking  or  obstructing  either 

thoroughfares  (roads/sidewalks  etc)  or  exits  and  entrances  to  private 
or  public  property;  AND 

>3rd:  That  they  were  ordered  to  disperse,  AND 

>4th:  That  they  failed  to  disperse.  As  we  have  been  informed,  only 

the  third  test  (3)  was  met. 

> These  peaceful  demonstrators  are  in  need  of  legal  representation. 

> 

>They  are  being  held  on  $250.00  bond,  not  being  released  immediately  on 
a personal  signature  bond,  as  is  the  normal  legal  procedure  in 
non-violent  charges.  There  has  been  no  magistrate  present  to  bring 
them  before  so  that  they  can  make  an  initial  appearance/plea  and  be 
released  on  signature  bond.  Apparently  Hudge  R.  Kenndy  Sr.,  or  Court 
Commissioners  Leon  Stenz  and  Wayne  Vantassel  were  not  available  to 


process  these  citizens,  and  get  them  released  today,  so  that  they  could 
return  home  and  to  their  normal  week  day  jobs  tomorrow. 

> 

>The  Forest  County  jail  apparently  only  holds  15  prisoners,  so  more 
serious  criminals  were  released  or  removed  or  moved  from  the  jail  or 
make  room  for  these  peaceful  protestors.  In  addition,  they  have  been 
sent  to  five  surrounding  county  jails,  by  surrounding,  you  must  realize 
that  northern  Wisconsin  is  a big  place,  so  these  people  are  being 
carted  around  like  war  refugees,  and  are  being  held  overnight  in  county 
jails,  including  Langlade  County  (Antigo),  Forest  County  (Crandon), 
Lincoln  County  (Merrill  near  Wausau),  Oneida  County  (Rhinelander),  and 
Wood  County  (Wisconsin  Rapids).  They  are  there  because  they  are 
rightly  concerned  that  the  Crandon  Mine/Exxon  iron/zinc  sulfide  mine 
will  pollute  the  wolf  river  basin,  which  dumps  into  the  Wisconsin 
River,  Lake  Winnebago,  The  Fox  River,  and  into  Green  bay  and  Lake 
Michigan,  forever  poisoning  Wisconsin  main  fresh  water  rivers  and 
environment,  because  the  now  politically  appointed  Department  of  Natura 
Resources  DNR  has  given  a green  light  to  the  mining  plan. 

> 

> These  peaceful  protestors,  which  includes  republicans,  democrats 
and  independent  citizens  from  all  over  Wisconsin  are  supposed  to  be 
brought  before  the  Court  at  least  by  tomorrow  morning.  They  are  being 
told  by  various  attorneys  to  plead  not  guilty  and  to  request  release 
under  signature  bonds,  rather  than  needing  post  a cash  bond  of 
$250.00.  It  would  be  proper,  and  constitutional  admirable  if  the 
Forest  County  District  Attorneys'  office  used  their  inherent  right  of 
Prosecutorial  Discretion  and  dismissed  the  charges  or  refused  to 
prosecute  these  political  prisoners. 

> 

>Also,  under  Wisconsin's  rules  of  Criminal  and  Civil  Procedure, 
attorneys  interested  in  assisting  these  defendants  tomorrow  morning 
Tuesday,  Duly  8,  1997  sometime  between  8:00  and  11:00  a.m.  ARE  ALLOWED 
TO  APPEAR 

>0N  THEIR  BEHALF  BY  TELEPHONE  pursuant  to  Section  807.13  Wisconsin 
Statutes,  which  does  provide  broad  enough  applicability  for  appearances 
by  attorneys  at  this  stage  of  the  proceeding  by  telephone,  for  oral 
arguments  and  conferences  and  the  like. 

> 

>The  Address  of  the  Forest  County  Courthouse  is: 

> 

>Honorable  Robert  A.  Kennedy,  Sr. 

>Circuit  Court  Dudge,  Branch  I,  Presiding 
>c/o  Clerk  of  Circuit  Courts 
>FOREST  COUNTY  COURTHOUSE 
>200  EAST  MADISON  STREET 
>CRANDON,  WISCONSIN  54520 
TELEPHONE:  715-478-2329 
>0R  FAX:  715-478-2430 

> 

>Request  more  information  on  Ben  Manski, 

>Mark  Olsen,  Dudy  Gump,  Susan  Sierra,  and  any  other  persons 
>who  may  be  present. 
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Welfare  reform  puts  new  pressures  on  tribal  colleges 
TRIBAL  COLLEGE  JOURNAL  FEATURES  WELFARE  REFORM,  RACISM 

MANCOS,  Colo. --In  the  latest  issue  of  Tribal  College:  Journal  of  American 
Indian  Fligher  Education,  Dr.  Dames  Shanley,  president  of  Fort  Peck 
Community  College,  examines  some  of  the  potentially  devastating  effects  of 
the  recent  welfare  reform  act.  His  article  ("Welfare  Reform  and  the 
Tribal  Colleges;  Who's  Left  Holding  the  Bag?")  describes  the  role  tribal 
colleges  will  play  as  more  people  turn  to  the  colleges  for  training  and 
education.  For  example,  his  college  in  Poplar,  Montana,  faces  a 160 
percent  increase  in  student  enrollment,  based  upon  the  local  welfare 
numbers  and  the  lack  of  other  local  educational  and  training  facilities. 
However,  Congress  provided  no  new  resources  for  the  chronically 
underfunded  tribal  colleges  to  deal  with  their  new  responsibilities. 

Also  in  this  issue  are  a variety  of  articles  that  confront  racism  both 
inside  and  outside  of  an  educational  setting.  While  American  Indians  are 
confronted  with  racism  just  as  other  minority  groups,  their  experiences 
differ  from  other  groups  for  many  reasons.  Articles  in  this  issue  address 
the  role  of  scholars  and  of  educational  institutions  in  dealing  with 
racism. 

Michael  Marker  (Arapaho),  teacher  education  director  at  Northwest  Indian 
College,  says  in  his  article,  "The  problem  is  not  what  researchers  do,  it 
is  what  they  don't  do."  Marker  challenges  researchers  in  academia  to 
encourage  cross-cultural  research  that  reflects  on  the  economic, 
political,  and  cultural  dynamics  of  a region  or  community.  He  believes 
academia  has  a legacy  of  being  too  conservative,  resulting  in  what  he 
describes  as  "fragmented  knowledge  in  safe,  pre-formulated  studies  which 
helps  maintain  the  status  quo." 

In  his  article  "Cultural  Brokers:  Explaining  'Them'  and  'Us'  in  Indian 
Country,"  Gregory  Gagnon  discusses  the  increasingly  important  role  of 
cultural  brokers  throughout  history.  Gagnon  says,  "Cultural  brokers  try  to 
promote  effective,  mutually  beneficial  contact  at  best  and  understanding 
of  differences  at  least  - Respect  for  the  other  culture  is  crucial  to 
brokering. " 

Other  stories  in  this  issue  of  Tribal  College  Journal  show  how  some  of 
the  tribal  colleges  are  serving  as  cultural  brokers.  For  example,  an 
article  about  the  College  of  the  Menominee  Nation  in  Wisconsin  ("Where 
neighbors  first  meet")  explains  that  at  tribal  colleges.  Natives  and 
non-Native  students  learn  side  by  side.  Small  classes  encourage  dialogue 
among  the  students  who  share  knowledge  about  each  other's  cultural 
traditions.  Leech  Lake  Tribal  College  in  Minnesota  sponsors  a training 
program  on  "Undoing  Racism."  Other  tribal  college  instructors  discuss 
stereotyping  and  racial  bias  in  their  classrooms,  as  exemplified  in  a 
story  about  Dull  Knife  Memorial  College  in  Montana. 

As  with  every  issue,  the  Spring  Journal  includes  the  Land  Grant 
Department.  Robert  Bigart  walks  readers  through  the  history  of  the  land 
grant  college  movement  and  how  it  revolutionized  education  for  Black  and 
women  students  during  its  first  100  years.  With  legislation  in  1994 
designating  tribal  colleges  as  land  grant  institutions,  the  movement  is 
now  finally  helping  to  revolutionize  American  Indian  education.  Each 
issue  of  the  Tribal  College  Journal  includes  recent  news  from  the  tribal 
colleges,  a resource  guide,  student  profile,  and  book  reviews.  Find  TCJ 
online  at  http://www.fdl.cc.mn.us/tcj/  This  homepage  is  the  only  website 
providing  links  to  all  tribal  colleges  that  have  their  own  homepages. 

Tribal  College  Journal  is  a quarterly  journal  published  by  American  Indian 
Higher  Education  Consortium,  a group  of  31  Indian-controlled  colleges  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada  with  offices  in  Alexandria,  Virginia.  For 
more  information,  call  Felicity  Kurth  at  970-533-9170,  or  write  to:  TCJ, 

P.0.  Box  720,  Mancos  CO  81328. 
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Alkali  Lake  Natives  Sue  Catholic  Church 

A number  of  Alkali  Lake  residential  school  survivors  have  filed  a law 
suit  in  BC  Supreme  Court.  According  to  BC  Report  magazine  (Duly  7,  1997) 
the  natives  are  suing  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  the  Oblate  order  of  priests 
as  well  as  the  federal  government  of  Canada.  Bishop  Hubert  O'Connor  was 
convicted  of  sexually  assaulting  young  native  people  at  the  St.  Doseph's 
Residential  School  in  the  1960's.  The  plaintiffs  are  alleging  that  the 
defendants  were  responsible  for  coercing  natives  into  the  genocidal 
residential  schools.  O'Connor,  who  fathered  a child  with  one  of  his  young 
victims,  is  free  pending  an  appeal. 


S. I.S. I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S. I.S. I.S. 
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NEW  ENDANGERED  SPECIES  POLICY  IS  DESIGNED  TO  ENHANCE  NATIVE  AMERICAN 
PARTICIPATION 

Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  and  Commerce  Secretary  William  Daley 
today  signed  a joint  Secretarial  Order  designed  to  clarify  the 
responsibilities  of  both  Departments  when  actions  taken  under  authority  of 
the  Endangered  Species  Act  involve  Tribal  land.  Tribal  trust  resources,  or 
Tribal  rights. 

The  order  acknowledges  the  trust  and  treaty  responsibilities  and 
obligations  of  the  United  States  to  Native  Americans  and  its 
government-to-government  relationship  with  Tribes. 

"This  Secretarial  Order  is  another  important  example  of  the  ways  the 
Clinton  Administration  is  committed  to  making  the  Endangered  Species  Act 
more  responsive  to  those  it  affects,"  said  Interior  Secretary  Bruce 
Babbitt.  "For  too  long,  we  have  not  explored  or  clarified  the  trust  and 
treaty  relations  with  sovereign  Indian  Tribes  and  endangered  species  and  we 
have  failed  to  take  advantage  of  the  deep  and  sacred  relationship  with  the 
land  that  Tribal  governments  can  share.  This  Order  will  not  only  give 
Tribes  a seat  at  the  table  in  the  planning  and  consultation  process,  but  an 
ability  to  lend  their  expertise  and  traditional  knowledge  to  conserve  and 
improve  recovery  for  species  with  habitat  on  Indian  lands." 

The  purpose  of  the  order  is  to  harmonize  the  Federal  trust  responsibility 
to  Tribes,  Tribal  sovereignty,  and  statutory  missions  of  the  Departments. 
The  order  strives  to  ensure  that  Indian  Tribes  do  not  bear  a 
disproportionate  burden  for  the  conservation  of  listed  species  on  their 
lands . 

The  joint  Secretarial  order  was  developed  with  Tribal  and  Federal 
representatives  over  a period  of  approximately  6 months.  Representatives 
from  various  Tribal  entities  chosen  by  the  Native  American  community,  and 
from  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service, 


the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  other  Federal  agencies  participated  in 
the  negotiations  to  develop  the  order. 

"The  Commerce  Department  is  committed  to  strengthening  its  relationships 
with  Native  American  Tribes.  Through  this  Order,  the  Department's  National 
Marine  Fisheries  Service  will  work  to  enhance  Native  American  involvement 
in  endangered  species  recovery  by  bringing  them  into  the  process  and 
utilizing  their  knowledge  of  the  wildlife  resources  that  exist  on  their 
lands,"  Commerce  Secretary  William  M.  Daley  said. 

The  joint  order  calls  for  both  Departments  to: 

o Work  together  to  restore  ecosystems  and  enhance  Tribal  management 
plans  that  affect  listed  species; 

o Work  together  to  conserve  and  recover  declining  species; 

o Work  together  to  create  an  environment  of  trust  and  respect  for  the 

missions  of  both  the  Departments  and  the  Tribes  for  the  ultimate  benefit  of 
sensitive  species; 

o Consult  with  and  use  the  expertise  of  affected  Native  American  Tribal 
governments,  including  the  use  of  traditional  knowledge,  when  determining 
which  species  should  be  listed,  conducting  surveys  on  species  populations, 
and  implementing  conservation  measures; 

o Provide  notification  to,  use  the  expertise  of,  and  solicit  information 
from  affected  Tribal  governments  when  considering  impacts  to  Tribal  trust 
resources  and  Tribal  lands; 

o Encourage  and  facilitate  Tribal  participation  in  ESA  activities  that 
may  affect  Tribal  interests;  and 

o Provide  deference  to  Tribal  conservation  plans  for  Indian  lands  that 
address  the  conservation  needs  of  listed  species. 

The  Departments  and  the  Tribes  recognize  that  the  Secretarial  Order  does 
not  change  the  legal  mandates  of  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  As 
administrators  of  the  act,  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  and  the  National 
Marine  Fisheries  Service  are  further  directed  within  the  Appendix  of  the 
Order  to  recognize  their  special  responsibility  to  include  the  Indian 
community  in  activities  that  may  impact  Tribal  lands  or  Tribal  trust 
resources . 

This  effort  was  begun,  in  large  part,  as  a follow-up  to  the 
government-to-government  relationship  that  the  late  Mollie  Beattie,  former 
Director  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  developed  with  Chairman  Ronnie 
Lupe  of  the  White  Mountain  Apache  Tribe.  "The  cooperative  agreement 
concerning  Endangered  Species  Act  activities  on  Tribal  land  that  Mollie 
worked  out  with  Chairman  Lupe  served  as  a template  and  a catalyst  for 
developing  this  order,"  said  Babbitt.  "In  some  measure,  this  order  is  a 
result  of  her  legacy  to  us  to  be  mindful  of  our  responsibilities  to  Indian 
people.  I think  she  would  be  proud  of  our  accomplishment  here  today." 

Alaska  Natives  were  not  included  in  the  order  due  to  concerns  about 
potential  impacts  to  their  subsistence  exemption  under  the  Endangered 
Species  Act.  The  order  does,  however,  commit  both  Departments  to  address 
that  issue  and  report  their  findings  within  12  months. 

The  Secretaries  of  Interior  and  Commerce  signed  the  order  in  today's 
ceremony,  with  Tribal  leaders  and  representatives  of  both  Departments  and 
Native  American  interest  groups  in  attendance. 
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UUCP  email 

As  this  ruling  reads... any  who  wear  common  identifying  garb  indicating 
membership  in  a particular  organization,  who  have  gathered  (or  gather)  for 
the  purposes  of  illegal  activity  can  be  identified  under  this  case  law  as  a 
gang.  . . 

This  could  have  profound  effects  upon  our  people  if  spiritual  activity  is 
deemed  illegal  or  these  rights  superseded  by  local  ordinance  or  a state's 
overriding  interest . . . Ish 


Guilt  by  Association 
by  Peri  H.  Pakroo 

The  California  Supreme  Court  has  quietly  issued  a ruling  that  promises  to 
have  a dramatic  effect  on  law  enforcement  in  California,  if  not  nationwide. 

The  court  ruled  that  gang  members,  who  needn't  be  identified  by  name,  can 
be  prohibited  from  a number  of  lawful  activities,  including  standing, 
sitting,  driving  or  appearing  with  another  gang  member.  The  judges  ruled  4 
to  3 that  the  public  interest  in  tranquility,  security  and  protection 
outweighed  the  alledged  gang  members'  right  to  peacefully  gather  in 
groups-a  right  explicitly  protected  by  the  First  Amendment  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution . 

At  issue  in  the  case  was  an  injunction  (court  order)  that  prohibited 
members  of  a gang,  known  as  the  Varrio  Sureo  Treces  or  Varrio  Sureo  Locos, 
from  a number  of  legal  activities,  including  gathering  in  public,  talking 
to  people  in  cars,  and  possessing  items  such  as  marking  pens,  marbles,  or 
spark  plugs.  The  injunction  was  to  be  enforced  in  a neighborhood  of  San 
lose  known  as  Rocksprings,  an  area  characterized  as  an  "urban  war  zone." 
Violators  could  be  punished  by  up  to  six  months  in  jail,  a $5,000  fine  or 
both . 

Arguing  that  prohibiting  such  conduct  violates  the  First  Amendment 
guarantee  of  freedom  of  assembly,  the  alledged  gang  members  and  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  challenged  the  injunction  in  court.  An 
appeals  court  agreed  that  it  was  unconstitutional,  but  California's  Supreme 
Court  ruled  otherwise.  "LIBERTY  UNRESTRAINED  IS  AN  INVITATION  TO  ANARCHY," 
the  court  warned. 

The  ruling  is  being  warmly  received  by  many  communities  that  see  this  type 
of  injunction  a valuable  tool  against  gang  violence.  At  least  ten  cities 
in  California  have  used  anti-gang  injunctions,  and  more  are  planned. 

Whether  or  not  the  injunctions  prevent  crime,  the  fact  remains  that  a broad 
exception  to  Constitutional  freedoms  has  been  sanctioned  by  California's 
highest  court.  Those  who  oppose  the  ruling  point  out  that  each  citizen's 
freedom  to  walk  down  the  public  streets  and  to  gather  with  others  in  public 
is  at  the  very  core  of  the  liberty  that  our  Constitution  protects. 

As  Ed  Chen,  staff  attorney  for  the  Northern  California  ACLU  put  it, 

"Illegal  searches  may  also  work  [in  fighting  crime],  but  our  Constitution 
doesn't  permit  them,  lest  we  were  to  allow  the  government  to  impose  a 
complete  police  state." 

- End  of  Article  - 

For  you  legals  buffs  like  me  the  ruling  is  People  ex  rel.  Gallo  v.  Acuna. 

You  can  find  the  written  opinion  in  a law  library  or  on  the  web  at 
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/opinions.cgi 

— "RE:  Crazy  Crow  Trading  Post"  


Sub j : Request 
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UUCP  email 

Gary,  help  me  get  the  word  out  on  Crazy  Crow, 
Thanks . 


Last  year  I tried  to  tell  people  that  the  Crazy  Crow  Trading  Post  also  dealt 
in  SkinHead,  Nazi  regalia.  Several  people  as  much  as  accused  me  of  not 
knowing  what  I was  talking  about  because  they  had  ordered  from  Crazy  Crow 
and  one  "lady"  had  even  been  there. 

Well,  the  other  day  while  I was  searching  the  web  for  something  else  I 
accidentally  found  their  URL.  So  I wrote  them  and  asked  if  they  had 
"SkinHead,  Nazi  regalia" 


Here  is  their  reply  to  me: 

Date : 

Tue,  8 Dul  1997  16:53:35  -0500  (CDT) 

From : 

Crazy  Crow  Trading  Post  <crazycrow@texoma . net> 

To: 

ikce@geocities . com 

At  11:42  AM  7/2/97  -0500,  you  wrote: 

>Last  year  while  I was  in  the  area,  I stopped  by  and  picked  up  a few 
>things  I needed. 

> 

>1  noticed  that  adjoining  your  space  was  a space  that  handled  "Skinhead" 
>materials,  and  German  nazi  regalia. 

> 

>Do  you  have  and  address  where  I can  order  from  them? 

> 

>Thank  you  in  advance. 

Crazy  Crow  Trading  Post  wrote: 

The  catalog  you  are  asking  about  is  our  Reddick  Enterprises  Military 
Catalog  ...  If  you  will  email  me  your  name  and  address  I will  be  happy  to 
send  you  one.  Please  specify  in  the  email  Reddick  Enterprises  Military 
Catalog  to  avoid  getting  the  wrong  one. 

Thanks, 

Cliff 

Crazy  Crow  Trading  Post 

Visit  our  Web  site:  http://www.texoma.com/cctp/ 

We  accept  Visa,  MasterCard  and  Discover 
Toll  Free  1-800-786-6210 


I would  appreciate  it  if  everyone  would  help  me  spread  the  word  about  this 
Native  American/SkinHead  Nazi  Trading  Post. 

To  me,  this  is  something  tangible  and  real  to  get  upset  about,  and  boycott, 
if  not  shut  down  completely. 

And  please,  if  anyone  is  going  to  "question  me"  about  the  validity  of 
this,  order  the  damn  catalog  from  them  first,  and  see  for  yourself  if  they 
sell  SkinHead  Nazi  materials  or  not.  I am  not  going  to  debate  it.  I know, 
because  I have  been  there  and  seen  it  with  my  own  eyes. 


(\######/) 

\ o ~ / 

(A  A) 
\*/ 


D.D.K.  Chipps 
"Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 
(Remember  Wounded  Knee) 
http : //www . eden . com/~jdkc 


RE:  Documentary:  In  Whose  Honor? 


Date:  Sat,  12  Dul  1997  00:10:06  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  jayr@ncsa.uiuc.edu  (Day  Rosenstein) 

Sub j : "In  Whose  Honor?"  documentary 

UUCP  email 

I'd  like  to  let  you  know  that  "In  Whose  Honor?",  the  documentary  on 
American  Indian  mascots  and  nicknames  in  sports  will  be  airing  nationally 
on  the  PBS  series  P.O.V.  on  Tuesday,  Duly  15th  at  10PM.  Some  local  dates 
and  times  vary,  so  call  your  PBS  station  to  find  out. 

Also,  "In  Whose  Honor?"  is  reviewed  in  the  latest  issue  of  Sports 
Illustrated  magazine,  where  it  received  a strong  positive  endorsement.  It 
was  also  mentioned  in  last  Sunday's  USA  Weekend,  today's  Chicago  Sun-Times, 
and  is  slated  for  reviews  in  the  Chicago  Tribune  and  Indian  Country  Today. 
The  national  radio  program  Native  America  Calling  will  also  dedicate  an 
hour  segment  about  the  program  on  Monday  from  12-1  Central  Time.  W1FK,  the 
flagship  radio  station  for  the  Washington  football  team  will  also  talk 
about  the  documentary  this  Sunday,  as  will  KTRS  radio  in  St.  Louis  next 
Friday. 

For  more  information  on  the  program,  including  a broadcast  schedule  for 
some  selected  cities,  as  well  as  purchasing  information  for  educational 
institutions,  please  consult  our  web  site  at 
http: //fantasia .ncsa.uiuc. edu/~j ay r /honor . html 

For  viewers  in  Canada,  I'm  afraid  there  are  no  Canadian  broadcasts 
scheduled  as  of  yet. 

Please  spread  the  word  about  the  broadcast,  and  I hope  you  can  tune  in. 

Sincerely, 

lay  Rosenstein 


Producer,  "In  Whose  Honor?" 

* see  it  on  PBS,  Tuesday,  Duly  15th,  10PM  * 
a co-presentation  of  Native  American  Public  Telecommunications 
http: //fantasia .ncsa.uiuc. edu/~j ay r /honor . html 

"RE : Oklahoma  Indian  Language  Foundation"  

Date:  Thu,  10  lul  97  09:47:16  -0600 

From:  "lohn  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : Oklahoma  Indian  Language  Foundation  started 

UUCP  email 

OKLAHOMA  - INTERTRIBAL  WORDPATH  SOCIETY 
by 

lohn  Berry 

A new  non-profit  educational  corporation  call  Intertribal  Wordpath 
Society  has  been  started  in  Oklahoma,  dedicated  to  tribal  language 
preservation . 

The  languages  of  approximately  37  Oklahoma  Tribes  has  already  been 
lost.  Oklahoma  tribes  still  speak  27  other  languages.  Most  of  these 
languages  are  endangered,  even  Cherokee  which  has  several  thousand 
speakers.  In  many  tribes  the  remaining  speakers  are  elders,  some 
above  80  years  old.  Few  children  are  growing  up  fluent  in  their 
tribal  language. 

The  Intertribal  Wordpath  Society  can  provide  technical  and 
financial  support  towards  language  preservation  efforts,  with 
activities  such  as  fund  raising,  public  speaking,  media  programming, 
exhibits  and  other  educational  programming,  teacher  training  and  many 
other  topics  relevant  to  language  preservation. 

The  Intertribal  Wordpath  Society  says  that  it's  name  demonstrates 
it's  belief  that  they  must  be  warriors  fighting  for  Indian  languages. 
The  group  seeks  financial  donors,  and  a logo  competition  from  an 
Oklahoma  Indian  Artist.  The  logo  deadline  for  sketches  is  Aug.  1, 
1997. 


For  more  information  write  them  at:  Intertribal  Wordpath  Society, 

1506  Barkley  St.,  Norman,  OK  73071 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Fri,  11  Dul  1997  22:22:39  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  11 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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SECOND  AND 

THIRD  NIGHTS  OUT. 

Yes,  Indians  are  Nomads!  They  love  to  wander  from  place  to  place,  but 
why  this  particular  race  should  have  such  a distinctive  reputation  over 
and  above  the  other  races  is  something  I cannot  understand. 

If  the  travel  to  California  during  the  past  week  indicates  anything, 
it  certainly  does  that  people  other  than  Indians  are  very  fond  of  going. 

I was  told  last  evening  in  Chicago  by  a railroad  man  that  twenty-five 
sections  left  that  city  over  the  Chicago  and  Northwestern  route  on  the 
evening  of  Dune  29,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  they  were  not  Indians.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  Union  Pacific  alone  carried  over  3,000  people  to 
California  during  the  Christian  Endeavor  Excursion  and  other  roads,  no 
doubt  transported  as  many,  in  proportion. 

The  train  we  boarded  in  Chicago  was  a very  long  one  and  every  berth 
and  seat  were  taken;  even  more  than  taken,  for  by  the  time  the  personal 
baggage  was  heaped  around  its  respective  owners,  passage  from  coach  to 
coach  was  difficult. 

The  night  was  intensely  hot,  and  the  perspiration  rolled  down  the 
faces  of  people  called  white,  but  who  were  strikingly  more  red  than  I 
ever  saw  Indians. 

Portly  gentlemen,  hesitated  not  to  take  off  their  coats  and  vests,  as 
they  walked  to  and  fro  in  search  of  a breath,  or  stirred  faint  breezes 
by  vigorously  flourishing  palm  leaf  fans. 

Children  fretted  as  their  tired  and  careworn  mothers  sighed,  and 
everybody  felt  wretchedly. 

And  why  all  this?  Why  were  they  not  at  home  attending  quietly  to 


business? 

Because  it  is  human  nature  to  be  going  somewhere,  and  it  is  all  right, 
but  let  us  keep  silent  about  Indians  having  a disposition  to  roam  as 
though  they  were  the  only  people  who  spent  their  time  wandering  over  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

The  train  out  of  Omaha  was  made  up  of  two  sections,  the  first 
consisting  of  fifteen  coaches,  while  the  section  we  are  in  has  a line  of 
twenty-five  coaches,  requiring  almost  a telescope  to  see  the  last  car 
from  the  engine. 

As  I write  now,  7 P.M.,  Saturday,  Duly  3,  we  are  passing  from  Columbus 
to  Grand  Island  and  viewing  Nebraska  at  her  best.  The  sun  is  setting 
perfectly  clear,  the  air  delightfully  cool  and  bracing,  full  of  that 
peculiar  life-giving  ozone  found  nowhere  else  in  such  richness  and 
bounty  as  in  Nebraska,  the  Dakotas  and  States  between  them  and  the 
Rockies,  weather  conditions  being  at  their  best. 

It  is  hardly  fair  in  this  connection  to  speak  of  the  disagreeable  hot 
winds  which  sweep  over  this  country  for  three  days  at  a time  in  summer, 
blighting  vegetation  in  their  path.  Nor  of  those  not  quite  so  bad,  but 
which  use  up  the  nervous  energy  of  people. 

It  was  such  a wind  that  was  blowing  at  Council  Bluffs  at  3 P.M.  this 
afternoon  when  we  reached  there  and  the  prospects  for  an  unbearable 
night  were  foreboding.  I never  experienced  greater  heat  at  The 
Needles.  The  wind  was  almost  a gale  from  the  South  while  the  sky  was 
clear  and  the  sun  was  pouring  down  scorching  rays.  Hats  were  blown  out 
(continued  on  last  page.) 


Mrs.  Berry,  formerly  music  teacher  here,  is  spending  the  summer  at  Ft. 
Schuyler,  N.Y. 

The  Swift  Company,  of  Chicago,  have  the  contract  for  the  meat  supply 
for  this  school  for  the  ensuing  year. 

$40,000  has  been  appropriated  for  the  establishment  of  new  schools  at 
the  Cheyenne  and  Arapahoe  Agencies. 

People  may  wonder  how  it  is  that  while  the  chief  editor  is  away  still 
the  HELPER  comes  out  as  usual.  Well,  the  office  is  in  luck,  for  it  has 
three  "bachelors"  in  it  and  of  course  they  hustle  things  and  manage  to 
get  some  thing  in  it  that  will  interest  all  its  readers. 

Cards  to  hand  from  Colony,  Oklahoma,  announce  the  marriage  of  Miss 
L.E.  Dittes  to  Mr.  Chas.  L.  Davis,  of  that  place  on  the  7th  inst.  Miss 
Dittes  has  many  friends  at  Carlisle,  whose  best  wishes  follow  her  as 
Mrs.  Davis.  May  long  life  and  happiness  be  her  lot  in  wedded  life. 

What's  the  use  of  saying  "I  am  so  sorry  that  I can't  go  to  see  the 
largest  Government  Indian  School  in  the  United  States,  because  it  costs 
so  much  to  travel."  Dust  think!  You  can  see  this  school  for  ONLY  25 
cents.  Send  the  money  and  receive  in  return  our  neatly  printed 
souvenir.  It  contains  60  views  and  has  been  a satisfaction  to  those  who 
have  purchased  it. 

Some  of  the  boys  and  girls  no  doubt  do  not  realize  the  responsibility 
which  rests  upon  them  towards  making  this  school  a happy  home.  When  you 
were  a new  student  were  you  not  lonely?  That  was  probably  the  time  when 
you  wanted  to  have  a friend.  It  is  the  same  now.  New  students  come  and 
some  of  us  do  not  even  speak  to  them.  After  your  experiences  don't  you 
think  that  it  is  your  duty  to  try  and  make  them  happy?  They  will  then 
be  more  contented  and  our  school  will  be  more  of  a home. 

A private  letter  from  one  of  our  girls  gives  us  pleasant  glimpses  of 
the  happy  side  of  "Outing  Life."  It  says:  "I  must  not  forget  to  tell 
you  about  the  party  we  had  on  the  4th  of  Duly  at  Alida  Dohnson's  country 
home.  This  party  we  had  was  given  by  Mrs.  Herr.  I think  she  is  such  a 
lovely  lady.  She  always  gives  a party  to  the  Indian  girls  every  4th  of 
Duly.  We  have  refreshments  and  we  all  had  a very  good  time.  Before  we 
started  for  our  homes,  we  all  went  to  Mrs.  Herr  and  thanked  her  for  her 
kindness  and  sang  a song  to  her,  "My  country  'tis  of  thee." 

I must  tell  you  about  our  picnic  we  had  about  a week  ago  last  Friday. 
Our  Sunday  School  had  a very  fine  picnic  just  above  the  city.  We  took  a 
boat  at  Riverton  and  went  across  the  Delaware  River  to  Penn.,  and  there 
we  had  our  picnic.  The  boat  that  took  us  across  the  river  was  called 


"Twilight."  All  of  us  girls  got  together  and  we  had  our  lunches  under  a 
long  tree  by  ourselves.  We  couldn't  eat  all  the  things  we  had  so  some 
of  the  girls  took  them  home.  While  we  were  eating  our  dinner,  our 
minister  Mr.  Snyder  came  and  took  our  picture.  We  have  seen  the  picture 
since  and  it  is  not  very  good  though.  At  the  picnic  ground  they  have 
swings,  merry-go-round,  and  every  thing  they  want.  After  dinner  we  went 
down  to  the  river  and  we  all  had  a boat  ride  free.  The  little  boat  we 
had  a ride  in  was  called  "The  Whale"  because  it  was  made  just  like  a 
whale.  We  came  very  near  upset.  One  of  the  girls  came  on  our  side  and 
of  course  it  made  it  heavy  on  one  side  and  we  almost  turn  over  right 
into  the  water.  We  were  so  scare  that  we  just  screamed,  but  we  got  back 
safely  to  the  picnic  ground  again.  We  girls  had  so  much  fun  all  day 
that  we  were  all  tired  when  we  got  home.  I think  we  had  the  nicest 
picnic  this  summer  and  we  all  had  such  a delightful  time  and  we  all 
wished  for  another  picnic  the  day,  I guess.  There  were  twelve  of  us 
girls  went  to  the  picnic." 

In  our  issue  for  February  26th,  we  stated  that  Joseph  Spanish  was 
building  himself  a new  stone  house.  This  information  came  to  us,  as  we 
supposed,  from  a reliable  source.  Now  we  are  advised  by  a former  pupil, 
who  is  at  the  same  agency  with  Joseph,  that  Joseph  is  not  building,  but 
is  rather  doing  badly,  joining  in  the  old  Indian  dances  and  other 
customs.  Carlisle,  however  has  not  lost  faith  in  Joseph  and  still 
expects  that  he  may  fulfill  the  first  report.  Carlisle  never  had  faith 
that  the  influence  of  the  reservation  would  help,  and  these  examples  of 
its  degradation  only  emphasize  the  necessity  to  place  young  Indians 
among  the  progressive  influences  of  our  American  life.  Did  we  remand 
our  grammar  grade  white  pupils  from  the  public  schools  to  the  slums  of 
our  large  cities,  could  we  expect  anything  but  retrogression? 

No  doubt  the  printers  on  farms,  or  at  home,  would  be  interested  to 
know  who  are  left  to  hold  the  fort  in  the  Man-on-the-band-stand ' s 
office.  The  following  printers  are  present;  Dahnola  Jessan,  Simon 
Standingdeer,  George  Northrop,  Samuel  Paul,  Jack  Standing,  Harold 
Parker,  Frank  Thomas  and  Stewart  Hazlett. 

We  frequently  hear  from  the  boys  and  girls  who  are  out  in  the  country, 
that  they  are  having  good  times  as  well  as  hard  work. 


Oats . 

Midges . 

Lemonade. 

A cool  wave. 

Good  picnic  weather. 

Boating  at  the  cave  is  fine. 

Carriage  rides  are  the  latest. 

Isn't  it  time  for  new  potatoes? 

Miss  Simmons  is  pianist  for  chapel  services. 

Wasn't  the  rain  on  Tuesday  evening  delightful? 

More  lemonade!  For  it  is  so  refreshing,  these  hot  days. 

The  tailors  are  busy  making  summer  coats  for  the  small  boys. 

All  the  school  rooms  have  been  kalsomined  ready  for  next  year's  work. 

Several  from  our  school  attended  the  Episcopal  picnic  on  Wednesday. 

The  painters  are  busy  painting  the  new  rooms  above  the  old  laundry. 

The  wheat  harvest  on  both  farms  is  completed  and  the  crops  safely 
housed . 

James  Flannery  played  his  cornet  at  the  Biddle  Mission  last  Sunday 
afternoon . 

The  smallest  boys  of  the  school  are  occupying  the  baseball  "diamonds" 
these  days. 

Jacob  Jamison  is  in  charge  of  the  painting  department  during  Mr. 
Norman's  absence. 

On  Wednesday  Captain  went  to  New  York  city  on  business  connected  with 
the  school. 

Mervin  Bushman  of  Harrisburg,  is  visiting  his  uncle,  Mr.  Bushman  of 
our  school  farm. 

Very  hot  weather  for  the  past  week  but  fortunately  none  of  us  seem  any 
the  worse  for  it. 


Miss  Enicson  started  Friday  evening  for  Omaha,  Nebr.,  to  attend  the 
Institute  of  Indian  Workers. 

Fanny  Dackson,  a little  girl  9 years  old,  came  all  the  way  from 
Friendsville,  Tenn,  to  enter  our  school. 

Capt.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  and  Miss  Nana  spent  Sunday  at  Doubling  Gap 
Springs,  in  the  endeavor  to  find  a cool  place. 

Linnie  Thompson  has  gone  to  Ocean  City  where  she  will  spend  the  summer 
with  a family,  under  the  Outing  System. 

Miss  Linney,  who  has  been  visiting  her  sister  Mrs.  Hendren,  left  this 
week  for  Washington  where  she  will  stay  with  her  father. 

A neatly  printed  programme  of  the  Chemawa  Commencement  was  received. 
Dudging  from  the  programme  the  exercises  were  interesting. 

Misses  Cochran,  Weekley,  Carter,  of  the  faculty,  left  last  Monday  for 
the  Summer  School  at  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  Miss  Hill  for  Boston. 

The  pupils  at  the  school  number  now  about  160,  enough  for  a good  sized 
school  yet,  but  here  seem  almost  lost  in  rooms  capable  of  holding  five 
times  that  number. 

Perfect  weather,  this. 

ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  Summer  School. 

Watermelons  now  occupy  a large  portion  of  the  bachelors'  thoughts. 

Mr.  Preston  Heffelfinger,  of  Mechanicsburg,  was  a guest  of  Mr.  Weber 
one  day  last  week. 

Several  of  the  faculty  and  pupils  attended  the  play  given  by  the 
Lilliputians  at  Cave  Hill  Park,  this  week. 

The  health  of  our  school  is  in  good  condition.  Only  two  are  in  the 
hospital.  They  are  getting  along  very  well. 

lames  Wheelock,  '96,  is  one  of  the  new  appointees  in  the  Indian 
service  at  Carlisle.  He  is  the  band  manager. 

The  band  boys  are  in  hopes  of  receiving  a copy  of  Chemawa  Indian 
School  March,  composed  by  losiah  George,  formerly  of  Carlisle. 

Some  alterations  are  being  made  in  the  school  dining  room  and  kitchen 
for  the  purpose  of  making  more  room  all  around. 

Beware  of  eating  green  apples.  They  always  avenge  themselves  and  ever 
will  as  long  as  the  careless  small  boy  is  in  existence. 

There  is  no  kicking  on  the  football  grounds  as  yet,  but  that  must  have 
its  time  before  long  or  Capt.  Pierce  and  his  warriors  will  not  be  in  it, 
next  Fall. 

The  population  of  the  school  is  so  small  now,  that  the  pupils  who  are 

here  are  getting  anxious  to  see  some  new  pupils  come  and  fill  the  vacant 

places . 

Good  advice  was  given  last  Sunday  evening  when  we  were  told  to  make 
good  use  of  our  time  during  vacation.  No  better  time  can  be  had  for 
strengthening  our  weak  points. 

Extensive  repairs  and  alterations  are  being  made  to  the  heating 
boilers  which  have  served  us  for  the  past  six  years.  The  purpose  of  the 
alterations  being  greater  economy  in  fuel. 

A little  robin  built  its  nest  in  sight  of  hundreds  of  passers  by.  She 

was  not  molested  and  has  raised  a whole  family  of  little  ones.  Does  not 

that  speak  well  for  our  band  of  so-called  savages? 

The  following  pupils  went  to  their  respective  homes  in  the  West  since 
the  last  issue  of  the  HELPER:  Dohn  Arquette,  Dames  Arquette,  Ralph 
Taylor,  Clay  Domeah,  Vincent  Nahtailsh  and  Mary  Couture. 

David  McFarland,  who  went  to  C.E.  Convention  at  San  Francisco,  writes 
to  a Carlisle  friend  that  he  is  enjoying  the  convention  immensely.  The 
meeting  at  Salt  Lake  City  he  thought  was  grand.  Returning  from  the 
convention  he  will  visit  his  home  in  Idaho  and  will  then  spin  to 
Carlisle . 

Charles  Lowcloud  had  a run-away  last  Thursday.  While  he  was  taking 
the  milk  out  of  the  wagon  the  horse  started.  He  ran  and  got  in  from 
behind  but  before  he  could  get  hold  of  the  lines,  the  wagon  struck  the 
hay  scales  and  threw  him  in  front,  the  wheels  running  over  him.  He  was 
not  seriously  hurt,  however,  and  is  at  his  work  again. 


(Continued  from  first  page) 


of  can  windows,  while  heat  straightened  bangs  and  stubbly  scolding  locks 
whipped  the  red  cheeks  of  maidens  whose  efforts  to  keep  snug  and  trim 
were  in  vain. 

But  we  are  out  of  that  and  in  the  beautiful  beyond,  and  consider 
ourselves  extremely  fortunate  to  find  Dame  Nature  father  west  in  holiday 
dress.  The  shades  of  dark,  velvety  green  on  the  splendid  fields  of 
corn,  the  grasses  of  various  and  more  delicate  tints,  the  small  groves 
of  cotton-wood  of  a semi-between  hue,  all  freshly  washed  by  cooling 
rains,  made  us  glad  we  were  living  to  enjoy  it  all,  on  this  the  Nation's 
Independence  Day  of  1897. 

For  an  hour  after  sunset  our  train  ran  a race  over  the  plains  with  the 
moon  which  hung  in  crescent  beauty  quietly  beckoning  us  on,  while  Mr. 
Locomotive,  our  captain  and  power,  puffed,  and  perspired  great  drops  of 
condensed  steam,  in  the  vain  effort  to  pass,  until  finally,  as  if 
disgusted  with  such  unequal  tug,  fair  luna  dropped  to  rest  below  the 
western  horizon. 

To  rest?  Ah,  no;  for  on  the  morrow  she  will  grace  the  same  position 
in  the  heavens,  with  reference  to  our  train,  and  can  say  as  she  floats 
in  space: 

"I've  been  clear  around  the  world  since  I saw  you.  Come  along!  Come 
along!"  And  she  will  thus  pass  us  six  nights  before  our  destination  is 
reached.  M.B. 


NORTHFIELD  AGAIN. 


(continued  from  last  week.) 

Dr.  Schauffler  talked  on  "City  Missions  and  Choosing  a Calling." 

"There  is  no  uncertain  note  in  God's  call  to  us."  Fie  ran  through 
history  sacred  and  secular  and  cited  many  cases  where  God's  call  was 
clear  and  unmistakable.  "What  is  the  cause  of  the  success  of  great 
men?  It  is  prompt  obedience.  The  human  ear  is  filled  with  outcries 
against  the  calls  to  duty.  These  thwart  God's  purpose.  Listen!  listen 
when  the  call  comes.  March  as  God  commands,  and  fill  life  with 
usefulness . " 

At  the  close,  Mr.  Moody  said  "If  God  calls  you,  leap  to  his  service. 

No  heaven  sent  man  ever  failed  yet. 

Dr.  McKenzie  of  Cambridge  gave  two  addresses  both  of  which  will  ring 
in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  young  men  who  heard  them  forever. 

The  key-note  of  the  first  was,  "Be  guided  in  all  things  secular  and 
sacred  by  what  you  know  not  by  what  you  don't  know,  by  what  you 
understand,  not  by  what  you  don't  understand.  Isn't  that  simple 
common-sense? 

Critics  and  scoffers  and  doubters  of  religion,  just  turn  over  a page 
and  live  up  to  the  light  you  have,  and  the  world  will  grow  better 
quickly.  His  second  theme  was  "Not  Luck  in  the  World,  but  Christ  and 
the  divine  law  of  God."  There  is  no  such  thing  as  luck.  We  reap  as  we 
sow.  You  can't  live  wrong  and  come  out  right. 

Mr.  Moody  on  Thursday  gave  a talk  on  Bible  study  that  was  most 
helpful.  And  why  don't  we  know  the  old  book  better?  Why  don't  we  live 
up  to  its  teachings  more  closely? 

We  must  not  attempt  to  mention  all  the  good  things  presented.  The 
missionary  meetings  on  Round  Top  can  only  be  referred  to.  Among  all  the 
nationalities  represented  here  Alex.  Upshaw  spoke  for  the  Red  Race. 

We  must  not  close  without  referring  to  the  athletic  sports.  Our  boys 
did  not  fail  to  enter  the  sports,  and  did  creditably  in  baseball  and 
other  events. 

The  patriotic  exercises  commemorative  of  our  Independence,  held  for 
convenience  on  Friday,  Duly  2nd,  were  most  inspiring.  Pandemonium  it  is 
when  600  or  800  college  boys  get  together,  but,  we  rather  glory  in  such 
a pandemonium,  of  bright,  jolly,  Christian  men,  who  appreciate  the 
blessings  under  which  they  live.  Patriotic  speeches,  college  yells, 
college  songs  made  up  the  evening.  It  was  inspiring.  Not  least  taking 
was  the  entrance  of  the  British  delegation  carrying  the  British  lion, 
surmounted  by  a Britania  represented  by  a little  girl  beautiful  with 
flaxen  curls,  and  all  singing  "Britania  rules  the  waves."  Later  in  the 


evening  came  the  climax,  when  the  British  delegates  sang  one  stanza  of 
"God  save  the  Queen,"  the  American  delegates  took  up  the  strain,  and 
sang  America,  the  Germans  stepped  forward  and  sand  the  same  air,  and 
then  a lone  Chinese  delegate  went  to  the  platform  and  sang  to  the  same 
air  a Chinese  song.  It  impressed  one  with  the  smallness,  and  oneness  of 
this  great  world.  The  international  good  feelings  manifested  between 
the  foreign  and  home  delegates  as  cheer  after  cheer  went  up  for  England, 
France,  Germany,  China,  Japan,  Corea  and  all  the  other  nations 
represented,  and  united  cheers  for  "America  land  of  Liberty"  brought 
home  the  thought,  "so  we  being  many  are  one  body  in  Christ." 

A word  as  to  camp  life.  Fellows,  we  will  camp  again.  It  was 
pleasant,  crowded,  and  jolly,  the  Cooking  experiences  were  fine.  We 
will  not  give  away  the  receipts  for  puddings  and  other  concoctions 
called  coffee  and  cocoa.  Every  boy  "was  in  honor  preferring  one 
another."  No  delegation  was  so  quiet,  so  orderly,  so  ready  to  do  the 
kindly  thing.  We  never  felt  so  proud  of  Carlisle  discipline.  We  have 
been  helped  beyond  the  power  of  words  to  express,  and  we  know  that 
Northfield  influence 


From  gans@netcom.com  Sat  Dul  26  05:02:42  1997 
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From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.030 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Paths-L  & Native-L  lists; 
Newsgroups:  ape . indig. info, soc . culture. native, alt . native;  UUCP  email; 

North  American  Spirit  Lodge;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthsesa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthsesa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthsesa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthsesa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"My  father  went  on  talking  to  me  in  a low  voice.  This  is  how  our 
people  always  talk  to  their  childrenj  so  low  and  quietj  the  child 
thinks  he  is  dreaming.  But  he  never  forgets." 

Maria  Chonaj  Papago 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

t Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 

| [ iance  was  first  presented 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej | on  2 December  '93  during  the 

| to  the  democratic  principles  | opening  address  of  the  Nat- 

i of  the  Republic  | ional  Congress  of  American 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 


borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


ions  Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

We  are  on  the  first  leg  of  journey.  You  are  receiving  the  newsletter 
when  I was  able  to  send  it  out. 


The  station  in  question  in  the  following  message  has  since  issued  a public 
apology;  but  I include  it  to  remind  you  there  is  a perception  among  many  of 
the  dominant  society  that  Indians  are  "not  quite  as  good",  "not  really  that 
far  removed  from  savage",  "not  really  worthy  of  respect  and  dignity".  It 
is  this  thinking  that  grants  these  people  to  think  stereotypes  of  Native 
People  is  OK,  Indians  make  good  mascots,  and  treaties  made  way  back  before 
the  turn  of  the  century  don't  have  any  real  meaning  today. 

Date:  15  Dul  1997  19:30:28  GMT 
From:  aimfl@aol.com  (Aimfl) 

Sub j : WQYK  Racist  Commentary 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  American  Indian  Movement  of  Florida  is  critically  concerned 
regarding  racist  commentary  made  yesterday  (7/14)  on  WQYK-FM  of  the 
Tampa-St.  Petersburg  market. 

On  the  Tom  & Rita  show  they  were  discussing  the  wedding  of  singer 
Marty  Stewart  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Oglala  Lakota  Reservation.  Tom  asked, 

"What  is  he  doing  with  those  Indians,  getting  drunk."  Rita  responded 
he  was  probably  getting  high  using  the  Pipe. 

WQYK  was  the  subject  of  a 1995  Florida  AIM  campaign  when  their 
weatherman  said  he  was  "speaking  Indian"  when  he  failed  to  use 
conjunctive  phrases. 

Florida  AIM  today  (7/15)  has  called  upon  WQYK  to  issue  an  on-air 
apology  to  the  Indian  people  of  the  Tampa  Bay  area.  If  they  fail  to  do 
so  we  will  take  appropriate  action  which  will  include  a write/call  in 
campaign.  Anyone  interested  in  assisting  such  a campaign  please  email 
the  Florida  AIM  Information  Office  at  SGMAIMFL@aol.com 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  

Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail  Part  B:  NATIVE-L  list 

- Peltier  Lobby  Campaign  - Conferences  and  Powwows  - online 

- Big  Mountain  Report  - Bear  Lincoln  Murder  Case 

- Wal-Mart  - Bear  Says  Cops  Plan  to  Kill  Him 

- Kidnapped  and  No  Law  Broken  - Mexico:  Second  Phase-Action  Alert 

- Notice  of  Intent  to  Repatriate  - Chiapas  School  Update 

- Spoils  of  War/Repatriation  - Court  Rules  Against  Innu/Inuit 

- Keepers  of  the  Fire  at  Onondaga  - Menominee  & Mining  Impacts  Office 

- Gustafsen  Lake  Inquiry  Petition  - Sulfide  Mining  Moratorium  Tour 

- New  Journal:  Tribalectronics 

- Kickapoo  Nation  Summit 

- Moise  River  Alert 

- Full  Circle 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  The  Shadows 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


- Respect  Among  Natural  People 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

— "RE:  Peltier  Lobby  Campaign"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Dul  97  08:04:41  GMT 

From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

Sub  j : Peltier  Lobby  Campaign 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native , alt . native 

WASHINGTON,  DC  --  OCTOBER  LOBBY  CAMPAIGN!!! 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  and  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Campaign 
are  organizing  our  FOURTH  Washington,  DC  event  to  support  Executive 
Clemency:  The  October  Lobby  Campaign. 

In  1994  Peltier  Weekend  saw  several  thousand  supporters  marching  and 
protesting  at  Lafayette  Park  led  by  spiritual  leaders  Arvol  Looking  Horse, 
Louie  Irwin,  and  Doe  Chasing  Horse.  Musical  performers  included  Kris 
Kristofferson . 

1995' s Freedom  Forum  saw  three  days  worth  of  press  coverage  on  C Span  and 
in  major  newspapers  like  The  Washington  Post  and  USA  Today.  Events  included 
a forum  and  press  conference  during  which  supporters  were  able  to  hear 
former  US  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark,  NCAI  Vice  President  Ernie  Stevens, 

Dr,  Congressmen  Bill  Richardson  and  Dohn  Conyers,  prayers  from  Archie  Fire 
Lame  Deer  and  Grandfather  Semu  Huate  and  the  inspiring  and  a fiery  speech  of 
Rev.  Hesse  Hackson.  Legendary  performer  Pete  Seeger  participated  in  an 
evening  concert. 

In  1996  we  held  Freedom  Forum  II.  Learning  from  our  previous  events,  we 
concentrated  more  on  lobbying.  We  were  in  DC,  IN  FORCE.  It  was  time  to  hit 
the  Senate  and  House.  A forum  was  held.  Speakers  included  Canadian  MP  Warren 
Allmond  visiting  from  Canada  on  a government  to  government  basis  to  discuss 
the  Peltier  case.  Also  speaking  were  authors  Peter  Matthiessen  and  Harvey 
Arden,  former  South  African  political  prisoner  Dennis  Brutus, 
representatives  for  Mumia  Abu  Hamal  and  the  MOVE  organization  as  well  as 
Dineh  activist  Louise  Benally.  The  following  day,  a press  conference  and 
strategizing  meeting  were  held.  People  from  all  over  the  country  agreed  to 
spread  lobbying  informational  packets  to  EVERY  office  in  the  House  and 
Senate!  A tremendous  amount  of  interest  and  new  support  was  generated. 

This  October  we  will  once  again  show  our  elected  officials  that  the  Peltier 
case  WILL  NOT  GO  AWAY  until  it  is  resolved.  Once  again  we  will  DEMAND  JUSTICE. 

Please  join  us  on  October  21st  and  22nd  for  two  more  days  of  strategizing, 
press  conferences,  and  a lot  of  hard  work.  There  is  no  fee  for  participating 
in  any  of  our  planned  events.  If  you  can  join  us,  please  contact  your 
Senators  and  Congresspeople  to  let  them  know  you  will  be  in  town  and  would 
like  a meeting.  It  is  most  effective  to  speak  to  the  person  to  whom  your 
vote  counts.  If  you  cannot  join  that  day  but  would  like  to  help,  CALL  your 
representatives  and  offer  information  and  encouragement  that  they  support 
both  executive  clemency  and  a call  for  oversight  hearings  to  investigate  the 
Peltier  case  further. 

Remember,  the  sacrifice  of  two  days  is  nothing  to  ask  when  you  consider 
Leonard's  sacrifice  of  over  two  decades.  For  more  information  contact  the 
LPDC  at  913-842-5774  or  the  LPFC  at  804-823-2845 

"RE : Big  Mountain  Report"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Dul  1997  10:38:21  -0400 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Big  Mountain  report  (PBI) 

- FORWARDED  MESSAGE  

>From  BIGMTLIST 

The  following  is  taken  from  http://members.aol.com/WAYA94/bigmtn.htm 
and  is  reproduced  here  for  those  with  only  email  internet  access. 

Subj : Big  Mountain  report  (PBI) 


Date:  97-06-28  14:04:20  EDT 
From:  ABCQC@CUNYVM.CUNY.EDU  (Ben  Chitty,  NY/VVAW) 

To:  WAYA94@aol.com  (Graywolf) 

A Visit  to  Big  Mountain,  Arizona  - Part  I - Dune  10,  1997 
Peace  Brigades  International  (PBI)  is  an  international  volunteer 
organization  that  offers  services  of  unarmed 

protective  accompaniment,  nonpartisan  international  observers,  and 

nonviolence  training  to  organizations, 

individuals  and  communities  threatened  with  violence. 

Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update:  Dune  17,  1997 
From  Don  Norstog,  the  chapter's  long-time  correspondent  on  the 
ground  at  Big  Mountain... 

Peace, 

--  Ben  Chitty  USN  65-9  VN  66-7  68  NY/WAW 

mailto:abcqc@cunyvm.cuny.edu 

http://www.prairienet.org/vvaw 


To:  Clarence  Fitch  Chapter  <vvaw@blythe.org> 

Subject:  Navajo-Flopi  "Land  Dsipute"  Update:  6-17-97 
Date:  Thu,  19  Dun  1997  17:32:17  (EDT) 

Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update:  Dune  17,  1997 
First  Hopi  Violation  of  Accommodation  Agreement 

One  of  the  central  provisions  of  the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  is  that 
the  Dine'  will  be  allowed  to  practice  their  traditional  religion  without 
interference.  What  the  people  were  told  is  that  they  would  have  to  get  a 
permit  for  construction  or  use  of  the  HPL,  but  that  it  would  be  a 
formality,  that  the  permits  would  be  granted  as  a matter  of  course.  The 
Hopi  Tribe  told  this  not  only  to  the  Dine'  but  to  Congress  and  the  Courts. 
I heard  these  assurances  myself,  more  than  once,  from  the  mouths  of  the 
Hopi  Tutsqua  Team  members  and  their  attorney. 

Frances  Bahe  and  her  grandson  stopped  by  my  house  yesterday,  with  their 
Princeton  intern,  Ben  Bishop.  Fortunately  it  was  lunch  time,  so  we  ate 
everything  in  the  refrigerator . They  had  all  been  at  a ceremony  the  last 
night,  and  there  were  problems. 

The  ceremony  in  question  was  the  N'daa,  otherwise  known  as  Enemy  Way  or 
vulgarly  as  "Squaw  Dance".  It  is  a four-day  ceremony,  very  expensive,  and 
is  done  most  commonly  for  veterans  who  suffer  from  the  effects  of  war,  but 
sometime  for  people  whose  illnesses  are  caused  by  contact  with  non-Dine'. 
It  takes  place  in  two  different  locations,  each  one  has  a hogan  and  a big 
fire,  and  usually  a big  brush  shelter.  Certain  objects  have  to  be  carried 
by  men  on  horseback  from  one  location  to  the  other,  and  there  are  a number 
of  conditions  regarding  the  route  that  has  to  be  taken.  The  riders  have  to 
stop  at  the  midway  point  and  stay  overnight,  with  a fire.  The  "Squaw 
Dance"  part  refers  to  the  night  time  two  step  dance  around  the  fire  in  a 
big  circle,  where  the  women  pick  men  to  dance  with  them  and  then  the  men 
have  to  give  the  women  something  valuable  after  the  song  is  over. 

According  to  Mrs.  Bahe,  this  particular  ceremony  was  held  for  one  of 
Albert  and  Rose  Francis'  sons.  One  side  of  it  was  near  Ganado  and  the 
other  side  was  on  HPL  in  the  Teesto  area.  The  family  asked  the  Hopi  Tribe 
for  a permit  for  the  ceremony.  They  were  given  permission  to  build  the 
hogan  and  shelters  at  the  Teesto  end,  but  were  refused  permission  to 
"carry  the  stick"  across  HPL  or  to  have  the  midway  ceremony.  As  a result 
they  had  to  use  an  alternate  route.  The  riders  had  to  travel  along  the 
highway,  which  is  wrong  for  this  reason:  ambulances  carrying  sick  or 
bleeding  people  travel  on  the  highway,  and  there  are  places  along  the 
highway  where  people  have  been  killed.  This  is  not  a good  thing. 

It  is  less  than  3 months  since  the  deadline  passed  for  signing  the 
"Accommodation  Agreement."  The  families  who  signed  did  so  in  large  part 
because  they  were  assured  by  the  Navajo  Nation,  Congress,  and  the  Hopi 
Tribe  that  they  would  be  able  to  practice  their  religion  without 
interference.  So  soon,  and  already  the  agreement  is  being  violated. 

Three  months  ago  the  HPL  was  crawling  with  attorneys,  Navajo  Tribal 
officials  and  "support  group"  type  people.  Now,  when  the  families 
encounter  a serious  problem,  they  have  to  face  it  alone.  This  is  evidence 


to  me  that  the  "Accommodation  Agreement"  will  not  work  if  it  depends  on 
the  Hopi  Tribe's  good  faith.  The  families  need  full-time,  on-site  legal 
assistance,  and  there  must  be  some  avenue  of  appeal. 

More  rain! 

The  summer  rains  have  come  early  and  everything  is  green.  You  see  flower 
all  over  the  place,  some  of  them  I've  never  seen  before.  Usually  when  you 
drive  through  Crystal,  over  Narbona  Pass,  when  the  view  opens  up  onto 
Eastern  navajo  you  see  an  endless  expanse  of  gray  and  brown,  any  time  of 
year.  This  year  what  you  see  is  green.  It  really  looks  weird!  Last  week  I 
left  the  lid  off  my  garbage  can  three  days  and  collected  2 inches  of  water 
A lot  of  people  are  saying  the  rain  is  the  result  of  the  ceremonies  which 
were  held  at  Sarah  Begay's  place  this  winter  and  spring, 
jn 

How  You  can  help  the  Big  Mountain  Resistors. 

The  faxes  and  phone  numbers  for  your  Senators  and  Congressmen  are  at 
The  Senate  homepage  link  Congress  - Write  Your  Representative 
Each  letter  and  fax  sent  by  you  is  equal  to  150  people. 

The  White  House 

Also,  call  the  White  House  (202)  456-1111 
The  Hon.  William  Jefferson  Clinton 
President  of  the  United  States 
The  White  House 
Washington  D.C.  20001 

Call  Clinton's  comment  line  (202)  456  1111 

Bob  Dorman 
redorman@plix.com 
"The  Activist  Page" 
http://www.plix.com/~users/ redorman/ 

"RE : Wal-Mart"  

Date:  Sat,  19  Dul  1997  18:56:08  -0700 
From:  miketben  <miketben@total . net> 

Sub  j : N.A.S.L.  - WAL-MART  CONTINUED 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  97-07-19  08:01:00  EDT 

From:  GHBogan 

Boozhoo.  Haleto. 

We  thank  you  for  the  cooperation  and  assistance  of  the  North  American 
Spirit  Lodge  membership.  I think  that  after  all  of  these  centuries,  it 
still  surprises  people  when  we  all  pull  together  rather  than  acting  as 
splinter  groups  with  many  personal  agendas.  I met  with  the  state 
archaeology  staff  yesterday,  and  found  that  this  site  has  been  a matter 
of  real  estate  public  documentation  since  the  early  1950' s.  Knowing  that 
there  are  burials  within  this  64  acres,  knowing  that  the  burials  probably 
cover  multiple  acres  and  are  very  numerous,  knowing  that  all  of  this 
information  is  in  the  title  search  done  on  the  property  by  the  realtor 

acting  on  behalf  of  Wal-Mart  and  Lowes maybe  they  should  be  charged 

in  court  with  'criminal  stupidity'!  It  infuriates  me  that,  for  purposes 
of  commercial  construction  in  TN,  there  have  been  2 cases  of  developers 
seeking  termination  of  cemetery  orders  from  the  courts  for  slave  burials, 

0 cases  for  white  cemeteries,  and  monthly  filings  against  Native  American 
burials.  They  even  rerouted  a major  road  to  avoid  a slave  cemetery  near 
here  that  is  known  to  have  8 graves,  and  then  ran  the  road  right  through 
the  middle  of  a burial  mound  complex  that  is  from  the  1200' s!  And  you  say 
that  you  are  beginning  to  feel  militant!  But  I also  know  that  the  one  who 


gets  angry  during  battle,  the  one  who  "looses  their  cool  "first,  will  be 
the  one  who  looses.  With  that  in  mind,  we  try  to  remain  stoic  and  strong. 
Mary,  we  enjoy  corresponding  with  you,  and  will  keep  you  up  on  each  step. 
Pray  for  our  success. 

Gerry 


— "RE:  Kidnapped  and  No  Law  Broken"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Jul  1997  23:48:27  -0500 
From:  tusweca  <tusweca(3TWLakes  .Net> 

Sub j : Flow  can  anyone  be  kidnapped  and  no  law  be  broken? 

UUCP  email 
Press  Release 

How  can  anyone  be  kidnapped  and  no  law  be  broken? 

How  come  kidnap  charges  cannot  be  filed  on  a State  or  Federal  level  in 
Sioux  Falls,  SD? 

Does  the  South  Dakota  law  only  apply  to  a select  few  or  certain  people? 

Why  does  Vernon  Moves  Camp  have  to  file  civil  and  criminal  charges,  over 
and  over,  and  pay  money  to  seek  release  from  all  the  various  crimes 
committed  against  his  person? 

Regarding  Civil  and  Criminal  Complaint  of  kidnap,  falsifying  and  filing 
of  perjurious  documents  and  misuse  of  judicial  office,  all  accomplished 
under  color  of  law,  in  federal,  etc..  This  information  is  brought  forth 
as  and  of  fact  to  the  following  particulars  of  crimes  committed  and  how 
great  the  hardship  was  and  is  in  finally  being  able  to  file  Civil  and 
Criminal  Complaints  in  the  State  of  South  Dakota: 

1)  Criminal  complaints  were  sent  by  the  United  States  Postal  Service 
Sioux  Falls  South  Dakota  State  Penitentiary,  Sioux  Falls,  SD,  to  South 
Dakota's  State  Attorney  David  R.  Nelson  and  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 
United  States  Attorney  Karen  E.  Schreier,  on  the  2nd  day  of  April  1997, 
but  there  was  no  response. 

2)  A Civil  Complaint  to  Clerk  of  Courts  at  US  District  Court  was  mailed 
on  the  23rd  of  April  1997. 

3)  April  30th,  1997,  a letter  was  received  from  the  United  States 
District  Court  regarding  six  month  old  financial  situation  and  the  cost  of 
$150  filing  fee. 

4)  Criminal  Complaint  to  Second  Judicial  Circuit,  County  of 
Minnehaha,  Sioux  Falls,  SD,  disappeared,  as  of  May  5,  1997,  within  the  South 
Dakota  State  Penitentiary. 

5)  May  9th,  1997,  mail  from  the  United  States  District  Court,  Sioux 
Falls,  SD,  as  payment  to  cover  cost  of  filing  fees. 

6)  May  14th,  1997,  Criminal  Complaint  to  Circuit  Court,  Second 
Judicial  Circuit,  Sioux  Falls,  SD,  was  returned  by  another  prisoner  in  the 
South  Dakota,  State  Penitentiary. 

7)  May  22nd,  1997,  received  legal  mail  from  the  Second  Judicial 
Circuit,  Sioux  Falls,  SD-  the  Criminal  Complaint  returned.  Circuit  Court 
Judge  Gene  Paul  Kean,  returns  Criminal  Complaint  as  a denial  of  a decision 
of  the  Board  of  Pardons  and  Parole. 

8)  May  29th,  1997,  a friend  went  to  file  the  Complaint  at  the  Second 
Judicial  Circuit-  Criminal  Court. 

The  Criminal  Clerk  of  Courts  would  not  accept  the  Complaint.  The 
Complaint  was  then  filed  as  a Civil  Suit,  filing  fee-  $35.  (The  court  date 
is  pending) . 

Attempted  to  file  Criminal  Complaint  with  the  Sioux  Falls  Police 
Department.  Officer  on  Duty  would  not  accept  Criminal  Complaint. 

9)  May  30th,  1997,  a friend  was  told  by  the  Sioux  Falls  Police 
Department  and  Criminal  Court  to  file  Criminal  Complaint  with  the  county  ' 
where  abduction  had  taken  place.  The  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI), 
also  said  to  file  the  Criminal  Complaint  in  accordance  to  instructions  of 
the  Police  Department  and  Criminal  Court  of  Sioux  Falls,  SD. 

10)  Complaints  were  mailed  to  Lake  Andes  Tribal  Police  Chief  Captain 


Parisian,  and  Sheriff  Ray  Westendorf  of  Charles  Mix  County  Sheriff's 
Department . 

That  herewith  is  an  account  of  how  one  of  the  most  heinous  crimes  was 
and  is  being  committed  against  the  person  of  Vernon  Moves  Camp,  with 
total  disregard  being  given  and  shown  by  the  local  law  enforcement  on 
the  State  and  Federal  level  of  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota.  The  scenario 
is  this: 

1)  Vernon  Moves  Camp  was  a free  citizen  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  just  as  all  of  the  citizens  are  on  the  streets.  That  Vernon  Moves 
Camp  committed  no  crime  or  had  been  in  any  kind  of  situation  to  cause 
himself  to  be  abducted,  much  less  arrested. 

2)  On  the  28th  day  of  September,  1996,  Vernon  Moves  Camp  was  on  his  way 
home  to  Wanblee,  SD,  from  a class  of  Civil  Rights  Mediation  Training  that 
was  held  in  Sioux  Falls,  SD,  and  was  a passenger  in  a vehicle  that  was 
involved  in  a traffic  accident.  Vernon  Moves  Camp  and  the  other  occupants 
of  the  vehicle  were  taken  to  the  local  hospital  of  Lake  Andes,  while  being 
checked  for  injuries  the  Yankton  Reservation  Tribal  Police  ran  a routine 
check  on  the  persons  involved  in  the  accident.  The  Police  check  was  said 
to  show  that  Vernon  Moves  Camp  was  wanted  on  a warrant  by  the  South  Dakota 
State  Penitentiary,  Sioux  Falls  SD.  Said  warrant  never  existed,  then 

or  now. 

"The  realism  of  being  kidnapped  seems  like  a bad  fantasy,  almost  like 
creating  subliminal  stories  on  air  waves  and  claiming  I was  psychic  for 
reals  and  could  read  someone's  mind  - or  either  fantasy.  The  illusions 
be  gone,  I was  and  am  truly  kidnapped;  this  was  and  is  the  order  of  my 
life  since  September  28th,  1996." 

On  the  30th  day  of  September  I was  transported  to  the  Dameson  Prison  in 
Sioux  Falls,  SD,  as  a prisoner  who  still  did  not  know  what  the  meaning 
of  justice  was.  Snatched  off  the  streets,  as  if  it  was  or  is  how  things 
are  accomplished. 

The  came  the  most  cruel  and  heinous  punishment  any  one  could  face,  the 
totally  fabricated  scenario  of  me  having  violated  parole  on  Dune  9th, 

1994,  when  in  fact  I was  not  even  on  parole  on  Dune  9th,  1994  or  for  the 
month  of  Dune  1994  period. 

The  next  lie  that  I had  allegedly  absconded  to  the  Pine  River 
Reservation.  And  so  I even  corrected  their  law  that  I could  not  have 
absconded  to  the  pine  River  Reservation,  due  to  there  did  not  exist  a 
Pine  River  Reservation. 

That  the  authenticity  of  the  whole  thing  was  and  is  that  I was  not  even 
under  any  type  of  jurisdiction  to  the  State  of  South  Dakota  to  even  be 
arrested  for  anything.  Yet,  a fabricated  report  was  drafted  as  a legal 
document  to  portray  I had  absconded  from  a non-existing  parole,  to  a 
non-existing  reservation.  That  this  fabricated  document  led  to  more  and 
more  astoundingly  false  fabricated  documents  and  hearings  "til  the 
fabrications  got  so  far  fetched  that  soon  the  fabrication  went  to  the 
extent  that  a preliminary  hearing  I was  given  was  said  to  never  have 
taken  place.  The  warped  fantasy  I was  placed  in  was  and  is  so  bad  that 
stapled  to  the  documents  denying  I had  a preliminary  hearing  was  a 
document  of  proof  that  I had  a preliminary  hearing". 

— Vernon  Moves  Camp 

Why  is  it  okay  for  Civil  Servants  to  kidnap  a Lakota  Indian,  and  it  is 
against  the  Law  to  kidnap  anyone? 

A civil  suit  of  these  charges  has  been  filed  in  the  United  States 
District  Court,  Southern  division,  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota.  This 
kidnapping  was  done  through  the  use  of  Law  Enforcement  Personnel  and 
without  any  kind  of  warrant  or  paperwork  filed  against  Vernon  Moves 
Camp.  There  is  no  legal  justification  or  cause  for  Vernon  Moves  Camp  to 
be  incarcerated ! 

In  1994,  he  was  released  from  parole  by  the  Colorado  Parole  Board. 

They  told  him  his  case  was  closed.  In  September,  1996,  he  disappeared 
from  our  community.  We  discovered  that  he  had  been  kidnapped,  held  in 
jail,  them  sent  to  Sioux  Falls,  by  the  South  Dakota  Parole  Board.  Fie  had 
been  kidnapped!  We  asked  the  Parole  Board,  "Why"?  Their  answer  to  us 
was,  "He  fell  through  the  crack.  We  never  released  him  from  parole". 
Following  his  release  from  prison  in  1993,  Vernon  Moves  Camp  was  not 


charged  for  any  crime.  He  has  led  a life  that  was  in  service  to  his 
community  and  to  the  Tribal  Council.  He  was  instrumental  in  the 
formation  of  the  Oglala  Lakota  Civil  Rights  Commission.  He  was 
establishing  new  Arbitration  Committees  with  the  US  Justice  Department. 
He  had  just  proposed  a new  business  opportunity  for  the  Tribe,  at  the 
August  Tribal  Council  Meeting  held  in  Pine  Ridge.  The  time  Vern  now 
faces  for  leading  this  kind  of  life  is  15  years.  Why  is  this  right, 
when  no  crime  has  been  committed? 

Please  address  this  question  to  : 

Board  of  Pardons  and  Parole 
South  Dakota  State  Penitentiary 
PO  Box  5911 
Sioux  Falls  SD  57117 

Honorable  Judge  Srstka 
Second  Judicial  Court  Minnehaha  County 
425  North  Dakota  Avenue 
Sioux  Falls  SD  57104-2472 

Honorable  Judge  Jones 

US  District  Court-  Federal  Building 

400  S Phillips  Ave. 

Sioux  Falls  SD  57104-6851 

Please  respond  as  soon  as  possible.  Thank  you  for  your  support! 

Because  papers  have  been  conveniently  lost  in  the  past,  please  send  a 
copy  of  your  letter  to; 

Ron  Two  Bulls  or  Walean  Herman 

Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Civil  Rights  Commission 

PO  Box  H 

Pine  Ridge,  SD  57770 
(605)  867-5821 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee,  SD  57577 
e-mail:  star@gwtc.net 

TUSWECA 


"RE : Notice  of  Intent  to  Repatriate"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Jul  1997  15:46:46  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  mtndream@ix.netcom.com 

Sub j : Fwd:  Notice  of  Intent  to  Repatriate  a Cultural  Item  f (fwd) 
This  is  a Good  Thing,  isn't  it? 

Lately  it  is  getting  hard  to  tell  the  good  guys  from  the  bad  guys 

and  I'm  feeling  a bit  confused! 

tsayonah 

Begin  forward  message 

From:  Larry  Kibbey 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
National  Park  Service 

Notice  of  Intent  to  Repatriate  a Cultural  Item  from  New  Mexico  in 
the  Possession  of  the  Laboratory  of  Anthropology,  Museum  of  Indian  Arts 
and  Culture,  Museum  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  Fe,  NM 
AGENCY:  National  Park  Service 
ACTION:  Notice 


Notice  is  hereby  given  under  the  Native  American  Graves  Protection 
and  Repatriation  Act,  25  U.S.C.  3005  (a)(2),  of  the  intent  to 
repatriate  a cultural  item  from  New  Mexico  in  the  possession  of  the 
Laboratory  of  Anthropology,  Museum  of  Indian  Arts  and  Culture,  Museum 


of  New  Mexico,  Santa  Fe,  NM  which  meets  the  definition  of  ''sacred 
object' ' under  Section  2 of  the  Act. 

The  cultural  item  is  a Chiricahua  Apache  Gahe  mask  of  painted  wood, 
cloth,  buckskin,  shell,  string,  metal,  and  a mirror. 

In  1996,  this  item  was  donated  to  the  Museum  of  Indian  Arts  and 
Culture  by  Dohn  and  Pat  Rosenwald  for  the  purpose  of  repatriation . 

Based  on  consultation  and  evidence  provided  by  representatives  of 
the  Mescalero  Apache  Tribe,  this  item  has  been  determined  to  have  been 
made  by  Mr.  Eustace  Fatty,  a member  of  the  Chiricahua  community  at 
Mescalero.  Consultation  evidence  provided  by  representatives  of  the 
Mescalero  Apache  Tribe  further  states  that  this  item  is  needed  by 
traditional  religious  leaders  for  the  practice  of  Native  American 
religion  by  present  day  adherents.  Mr.  Eustin  Murphy,  grandson  of  Mr. 

Eustace  Fatty,  has  claimed  this  mask  as  a lineal  descendent,  and 
representatives  of  the  Mescalero  Apache  Tribe  have  indicated  that  Mr. 

Murphy  is  the  appropriate  custodian  of  the  mask. 

Based  on  the  above  information,  officials  of  the  Museum  of  New 
Mexico  have  determined  that,  pursuant  to  25  U.S.C.  3001  (3)(C),  this 
cultural  item  is  a specific  ceremonial  objects  needed  by  traditional 
Native  American  religious  leaders  for  the  practice  of  traditional 
Native  American  religions  by  their  present-day  adherents.  Officials  of 
the  Museum  of  New  Mexico  have  also  determined,  pursuant  to  25  U.S.C. 

3005  (a)(5)(A),  that  Mr.  Eustin  Murphy  is  the  direct  lineal  descendant 
of  the  individual  who  owned  this  sacred  object. 

This  notice  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Eustin  Murphy,  and  officials  of 
the  Mescalero  Apache  Tribe  and  the  Fort  Sill  Apache  Tribe  of  Oklahoma. 
Representatives  of  any  other  Indian  tribe  that  believes  itself  to  be 
culturally  affiliated  with  this  object  should  contact  Dr.  Patricia 
Neitfeld,  NAGPRA  Project  Director,  Museum  of  Indian  Arts  and  Culture, 

Museum  of  New  Mexico,  P.0.  Box  2087,  Santa  Fe,  NM  87504-2087;  telephone 
(505)  827-6344  ext.  559  before  August  13,  1997.  Repatriation  of  this 
object  to  the  Mr.  Eustin  Murphy  may  begin  after  that  date  if  no 
additional  claimants  come  forward. 

Dated:  Duly  8,  1997. 

Francis  P.  McManamon, 

Departmental  Consulting  Archaeologist, 

Manager,  Archeology  and  Ethnography  Program. 

[FR  Doc.  97-18431  Filed  7-11-97;  8:45  am] 

BILLING  CODE  4310-70-F 

"RE : Spoils  of  War/Repatriation"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Dul  1997  14:57:25  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : Spoils  of  War--NezPerce  bring  home  items--Repatriation 
LONG From  NASC--with  thanks 

Folks,  this  data  has  been  gathered  by  the  NASC  to  share  with  you.  With  all 
the  articles  recently  having  to  do  with  our  ancestor's  bones  - NASC  thought 
it  best  to  supply  you  with  information  and  links  regarding  Repatriation. 

Please  pay  close  attention  to  this  story.  It  is  a good  idea  to  follow  web 
links  and  inform  any  news  media  that  you  can  contact  of  this  incident.... 
~<>~//\/\/\\~< >~  NASC  MAILING~<>~//\/\/\\~<>~ 

SPOILS  OF  WAR/CONQUEST 

A Call  for  a Code  of  Ethics  in  the  Indian  Art  Market 

By  Elizabeth  Sackler 

SPOIL: 

1 a (1):  the  plunder  taking  in  war:  material,  land,  or  property  seized  or 
confiscated  by  the  victor  of  an  armed  aggression... 

5 a:  something  that  is  gained  by  strength  or  special  effort.  '' 

(Webster's  Third  New  International  Dictionary) 

In  Danuary,  1995,  the  Bard  Graduate  Center  for  Studies  in  the  Decorative 
Arts  sponsored,  "The  Spoils  of  War:  World  War  II  and  Its  Aftermath:  The 


Loss,  Reappearance  & Recovery  of  Cultural  Property."  Panelists  described 
four  Collecting  Points  organized  by  the  United  States  in  occupied  Germany 
during  1945.  Collecting  Points  were  responsible  for  the  care  and  feeding 
of  sixteen  million  works  of  artl  stolen  by  German  Nazis  during  World  War 
II.  The  one  hundred  twenty-four  person  staff  was  responsible  for  storage, 
inventory  and  the  repatriation  of  art  to  owners  or  countries  of  origin. 

Conference  panelist  Walter  Farmer,  formerly  the  Director  of  the 
Wiesbaden  Collecting  Point,  was  outraged  at  Harry  McBride,  the  then- 
Administrator  of  the  National  Gallery  of  Art  in  Washington,  D.C.2 
According  to  Farmer,  McBride  recommended  the  Army  transfer  of  two  hundred 
works  of  art  "...of  the  greatest  importance"  under  the  guise  of  security 
and  without  regard  for  anticipation  of  repatriation,  from  the  high- 
security  warehouses  in  Wiesbaden,  Germany,  to  the  National  Gallery  in 
Washington,  D.C.  On  November  6,  1946,  the  United  States  Army  ordered  that 
relocation  3 which  included  transport  on  two  trains  and  a trans-Atlantic 
voyage. 

Farmer  and  his  staff  of  Monuments,  Fine  Arts  and  Archives  Specialist 
Officers  were  so  outraged  they  wrote  "The  Wiesbaden  Manifesto"  and 
submitted  it  to  the  United  States  Senate  on  November  7,  1946. 

President  Harry  S.  Truman  reviewed  the  protest  which  resulted  in  the  two 
hundred  masterpieces  being  returned  to  Germany  and  repatriation  status: 

"We  are  unanimously  agreed  that  the  transportation  of  those  works  of  art 
[to  Washington,  D.C.],  undertaken  by  the  United  States  Army,  upon 
direction  from  the  highest  national  authority,  establishes  a precedent 
which  is  neither  morally  tenable  nor  trustworthy. . . No  historical 
grievance  will  rankle  so  long,  or  be  the  cause  of  so  much  justified 
bitterness,  as  the  removal,  for  any  reason,  of  a part  of  the  heritage  of 
any  nation,  even  if  that  heritage  be  interpreted  as  a prize  of  war... 

There  are  yet  further  obligations  to  common  justice,  decency  and  the 
establishment  of  the  power  of  right,  not  might,  among  civilized  nations. "4 
Co-panelist  Willi  Korte5,  lawyer  and  historian  stated  "...we  have  to  make 
sure  that  everybody  involved  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  art  accepts  in  the 
end  the  principle  that  stolen  works  of  art  have  no  place  on  the  art  market. 

The  Wiesbaden  Manifesto  is  exemplary  in  moral  and  ethical  standards  that 
support  an  integrity  in  the  marketplace.  The  Manifesto's  commitment  to  the 
handling  of  those  spoils  of  war  and  the  issues  of  ownership  and 
restitution  is  inspirational  to  the  American  Indian  Art  Market. 

The  Indian  Art  Market  refers  to  spoils  of  war,  antique  artifacts  and 
ceremonial  material  created  by  Native  Peoples  all  as  Fine  American  Indian 
Art.  Auction  houses  and  dealers  rarely  provide  provenance  for  the 
artifacts  and  ceremonial  material  they  sell.  The  absence  is  due  to  lack  of 
information,  the  questionable  origins  of  material,  or  inappropriateness  of 
sale.  However,  often  spoils  of  war  are  described  and  purchased  with  gusto. 
Examples  include  child's  moccasins  with  the  provenance  "Collected  by 
Captain  Alfred  Mason  Fuller  (1852-1902),  while  serving  with  the  Second 
Cavalry  in  Montana  and  Wyoming  between  1876  and  1882. "6  Or  a Butterfield 
and  Butterfield  auction  which  was  described  in  american  indian  art 
magazine  recently  as  "...a  spectacular  sale  of  important  Custer,  Indian 
War  and  Western  memorabilia  in  which  fine  and  historically  significant 
Indian  items. . .originally  part  of  collections  assembled  by  two  individuals 
who  were  members  of  Lt.  Col.  George  Custer's  command  on  the  Sioux 
Expedition  of  1876. "7  This  included  a pair  of  Sioux  moccasins  recovered 
from  Wounded  Knee,  circa  1890,  and  a Cheyenne  parfleche  recovered  from  the 
Custer  battlefield,  circa  1876.  Those  two  items  sold  for  a total  of  $11, 
385. 

The  Weisbaden  Manifesto  questions  the  status  of  spoils  of  war  and  the 
moral  obligations  to  decency  and  the  'power  of  right'. 

Additionally,  Native  Nations  that  are  used  as  'source  nations'  by  the 
Art  Market  object  resolutely.  The  plundering  of  "art"  is  now  under  intense 
scrutiny  by  governments,  lawyers,  dealers,  museum  directors,  collectors, 
and  archaeologists . 8 Enlightened  historians  acknowledge  the  effects  of  the 
first  pillaging  of  the  Americas.  Hans  Koning,  wrote  in  The  Conquest  of 
America,  "...it  is  the  Europeans  and  their  descendants  who  are  still 
sitting  pretty  on  all  that  loot  and  on  the  mountain  of  skulls.  It  was  the 


looting  of  America  that  paid  for  the  Industrial  Revolution . "9 

For  other  items  of  unclear  origin,  collectors  may  not  know  that  the 
legitimate  purchase  of  stolen  property  does  not  establish  legitimate 
ownership.  Almost  without  exception,  the  transfer  of  stolen  property  in  "a 
good  faith"  purchase  does  not  establish  title. 10  Collectors  of  Indian  art 
today  ought  to  inquire  about  provenance  from  dealers,  galleries  and 
auctions  houses  before  a purchase. 

Standards  of  the  Wiesbaden  Manifesto  could  be  equaled  by  the  Indian  Art 
Market.  A Market  that  ignores  the  existence  of  the  human  connection  to  its 
art  damages  the  contemporary  art  market  and  collections,  as  well  as 
intercultural  relationships.  Embracing  integrity  and  ethical  standards 
invites  confidence  and  a sense  of  true  respect  for  the  art  and  its 
creators . 

Elizabeth  Sackler  is  the  Founder  and  President  of  the  American  Indian 
Repatriation  Foundation  and  a Doctoral  Candidate  at  the  Union  Institute  in 
the  field  of  Public  History. 

Footnotes 

l.Sol  Chaneles,  "The  Great  Betrayal"  Art  & Antiques,  December  1987.  p.  93  TO 
TEXT 

2.  Kopper,  Philip.  America's  National  Gallery  of  Art.  A Gift  to  the  Nation. 
New  York:  Harry  Abrams,  Inc.  1991.  p.  170.  McBride's  posts  included  Foreign 
Service  Officer  and  Assistant  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  TO  TEXT 

3.  Telegram  from  the  7th  US  Army,  6 November  1945,  to  Office  Mil  Govt,  for 
Stadtkreis  Wiesbaden  BT  TO  TEXT 

4.  The  Wiesbaden  Manifesto.  Protest  written  on  7 November  1946  by  MFA&A 
Officers  in  the  office  of  Walter  Farmer  in  Wiesbaden,  24  signed  and  8 agreed 
but  did  not  sign.  U.S.  Forces,  European  Theater  Germany.  TO  TEXT 

5.  Author  of  Quedinburg  to  Texas  and  Back:  The  Black  Market  in  Stolen  Art  TO 
TEXT 

6.  Sotheby's  Fine  American  Indian  Art  Catalogue.  New  York:  May  21,  1991.  TO 
TEXT 

7.  Harmer  Johnson,  "Auction  Block"  american  indian  art  magazine. 

Autumn  1995,  p. 

8.  Steven  Vincent,  "Who  Owns  Arts?"  Art  & Auction.  January,  1995.  TO  TEXT 

9.  Koning,  Hans.  The  Conquest  of  America.  NY:  Monthly  Review  Press,  1993.  p. 
137  10. Thomas  Kline,  Esq.,  Partner  Andrews  and  Kurth  LLP,  Washington.  D.C. 
Also,  Richard  Perez-Pena,  "Guggenheim  Presses  Case  on  Ownership  of  a Stolen 
Painting."  The  New  York  Times,  The  Metro  Section,  December  27,  1993.  p.  B1 

<<>><<>>~<>~< <>><<>> 

American  Indian  Ritual  Object 
Repatriation  Foundation 
NEWS  & NOTES 

Volume  3,  Number  2;  Fall/Winter  1996  - '97 

This  issue  of  News  & Notes  is  a collaborative  effort  of  Elizabeth  Sackler, 
Polly  Nordstrand,  Kelleigh  Smith,  & Marilyn  Ewer  of  MKE  Enterprises. 

IN  THIS  ISSUE 

Southeastern  Alaska  & NAGPRA:  An  Interview  with  Cheryl  Eldemar 
Welcome!  by  Franc  Menusan 
Retrospect /Upcoming 

Nez  Perce  Bring  Historic  Collection  Home 

Perspectives:  Borrowing  Cultural  Images  by  Paul  D.  Gonzales 
Mending  the  Circle  Update 
In  Print 

About  News  & Notes 

Return  to  NEWS  & NOTES  Index 

Southeastern  Alaska  & NAGPRA:  An  Interview  with  Cheryl  Eldemar 
The  Native  American  Graves  Protection  and  Repatriation  Act  (NAGPRA)  of  1990 
requires  museums  and  other  federally-funded  institutions  to  provide  summary 
and  inventory  reports  of  their  Native  American  collections  to  all 
federally-recognized  tribes.  By  Spring  of  1996,  these  reports  formed  stacks 
that  could  literally  be  measured  in  feet.  The  Central  Council  of  the  Tlingit 
and  Haida  Indian  Tribes  of  Alaska  has  established  a program  to  effectively 
make  this  data  useful  to  its  17  communities.  For  the  last  three  years  they 
have  received  NAGPRA  grants  from  the  National  Park  Service  to  help  analyze 


and  disperse  this  information.  Cheryl  Eldemar,  Cultural  Resource  Specialist 
for  the  Central  Council,  spoke  with  Polly  Nordstrand  of  the  Repatriation 
Foundation  about  the  successes  and  challenges  of  their  program. 

P.N.:  The  first  NAGPRA  grant  that  the  Central  Council  received  was 
categorized  as  "Clan  Leader  and  Cultural  Item  Documentation."  Can  you 
describe  that  documentation  process  to  me? 

C.E.:  Much  of  the  work  involved  in  identifying  and  documenting  the  Clan 
Leaders  was  through  asking  questions  and  making  lists.  Drafts  of  the  lists 
were  sent  to  the  communities  for  comments,  then  revised.  The  Central  Council 
now  offers  a register  of  Clan  Leaders  and  Clan  Mothers  to  help  identify  key 
members  in  making  claims.  As  for  cultural  item  documentation,  the  Central 
Council  contracted  a Tribal  Archaeologist  to  research  and  prepare  draft 
claims.  These  models,  or  sample  repatriation  claims,  assist  clans  in  doing 
the  base  research  required  in  repatriation  claims.  It  prevents  clans  from 
having  to  do  duplicative  research  for  each  claim. 

P.N.:  What  were  the  elders'  opinions  of  NAGPRA  as  you  went  into  the  project? 
C.E.:  Very  cautious.  They  are  apprehensive  about  the  topic  of  human  remains 
in  museums.  As  far  as  the  objects  are  concerned,  most  of  the  elders  are 
positive,  wanting  to  assist  their  clans 
with  making  claims  through  their  local  governments. 

P.N.:  Who  controls  the  collected  information? 

C.E.:  You  mean  regarding  "cultural  and  intellectual  property  rights?"  That's 
an  interesting  and  sensitive  area.  The  Central  Council  does  not  control  clan 
owned  properties;  the  clans  own  their  own  crests,  histories,  stories,  etc.  In 
the  process  of  assisting  in  the  preparation  of  claims,  the  Central  Council 
may  become  a "gatherer"  of  such  information.  However,  the  sole  purpose  is  to 
assist  clans  with  retrieving  their  "objects"  from  museums.  The  information 
sent  to  museums  in  the  repatriation  claims  includes  a disclaimer  stating  that 
it  is  not  to  be  reprinted  or  used  for  outside  purposes. 

P.N.:  The  Central  Council  sends  out  a publication.  Tribal  Register,  to 
community  members  about  pending  claims.  What  type  of  information  does  it 
provide? 

C.E.:  We  keep  it  very  simple.  It  is  a one  page  sheet  with  basic  information 
about  the  claim:  the  date  it  was  filed,  the  claimant  (which  clan  or 
individual),  the  item  being  requested  for  repatriation,  and  the  museum.  Most 
of  the  objects  are  coming  back  to  the  group  structure  - the  clan.  The  purpose 
of  the  Register  is  to  inform  communities  at  the  beginning  of  the  process 
about  claims  that  are  being  made.  We  hope  to  avoid  contesting  claims  after  a 
lot  of  research  and  work  has  been  done.  It  seems  to  work  fairly  well. 

P.N.:  What  other  means  are  used  to  keep  the  community  informed  about 
repatriation? 

C.E.:  The  Southeastern  Alaska  Regional  Corporation  (SEAlaska  Corporation) 
publishes  a quarterly  newsletter,  so  if  it  is  timely  we  can  notify  people 
about  repatriation  claims  that  way.  The  Central  Council  has  also  developed  a 
NAGPRA  database  with  15,000  objects  to  date,  input  from  the  museum  reports. 
Computer-linked  communities  have  direct  access  to  the  database.  To  find 
objects  from  their  area  they  can  make  regional  searches  - museums  may  have 
information  about  where  the  object  came  from.  On  a monthly  basis  we  send  out 
an  update.  We  also  offer  workshops  as  a platform  for  museum  and  government 
experts  to  address  the  clans 
and  communities  directly. 
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Why  Repatriate  Musical  Instruments? 
by  Franc  Menusan,  Board  of  Trustees,  AIRORF 

For  500  years  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  Indigenous  peoples  have  waged  a 
relentless  battle  for  survival  as  distinct  cultures.  The  right  to  remain 
Indigenous  in  the  Americas  has  been  continuously  threatened  by  missionaries 
intent  on  "civilizing  the  Indian."  To  this  purpose,  non-Native  governments 
have  enacted  various  prohibitions  against  Native  music,  dance,  ceremonies, 
and  the  possession  of  paraphernalia  related  to  such  activities. 

Confiscated  ritual  objects  usually  found  their  way  into  private 
collections,  museums,  or  universities.  Regarded  as  exotic  artifacts, 
curiosities,  or  remnants  of  "dead  or  dying"  cultures,  the  original  purposes 
and  meanings  of  these  objects  were  often  unknown  or  misunderstood.  Sacred 
objects,  long  employed  by  Native  medicine  people  for  spiritual  and  healing 


ceremonies,  became  objects  of  intellectual  speculation  and  public  amusement. 

Sacred  medicine  drums,  flutes,  rattles  and  other  musical  ritual  objects  are 
prepared  in  a manner  which  imbues  them  with  specific  powers  and  purposes. 

Each  object  wears  the  colors,  symbols  and  other  details  of  the  dynamic  vision 
or  dream  out  of  which  it  was  born.  These  visions  are  recognized  as  spiritual 
manifestations  that  require  expression  in  sacred  forms.  And  every  such 
creation  is  regarded  as  a living  being,  containing  not  only  the  unique 
vitality  of  the  object  itself,  but  the  life  forces  of  each  material  - 
mineral,  plant  and  animal  - out  of  which  it  is  made. 

Today,  collectors  and  connoisseurs  appreciate  the  aesthetic  and  monetary 
value  of  these  instruments.  However,  "caveat  emptor";  these  objects  are 
alive,  and  remain  alive  until  ceremonially  put  to  rest.  They  can  pose  a great 
risk  to  the  uninitiated. 

It  is  with  this  understanding  that  Native  people  are  requesting  the 
repatriation  of  musical  instruments.  Return  to  the  ceremonial  cycle  and  the 
proper  fulfillment  of  purpose  is  essential  to  traditional  Native  reality,  in 
order  to  maintain  and  promote  the  well-being  of  all  life. 

Nez  Perce  Bring  Historic  Collection  Home 

A unique  150-year-old  collection  of  twenty  Nez  Perce  historic  artifacts, 
including  clothing,  jewelry  and  a cradleboard,  was  purchased  from  the  Ohio 
Historical  Society  (OHS)  by  the  Nez  Perce  of  Idaho.  Since  1981,  the 
collection  had  been  on  loan  from  the  OHS  to  the  Nez  Perce  National  Historical 
Park  where  it  was  displayed.  The  loan  was  terminated  by  the  OHS  in  1995. 

The  Nez  Perce  community  considered  the  items  significant  for  understanding 
their  history  and  teaching  their  culture,  so  they  began  a campaign  to 
purchase  the  collection,  which  did  not  meet  the  criteria  for  repatriation 
under  NAGPRA.  Gaining  local  and  national  attention,  the  Tribe  raised  the 
necessary  $608,100  with  the  assistance  of  dozens  of  Idaho  schools, 
individuals.  Native  musicians,  rock  stars,  and  major  corporations. 

Nez  Perce  Tribal  Chairman  Samuel  N.  Penney  said  of  the  purchase,  "This 
historic  event  should  not  be  seen  as  an  acquisition  of  museum  artifacts.  It 
is  a restoration  of  an  important  part  of  the  Nez  Perce  culture... we  have  seen 
a light  of  respect  and  compassion  which  suggests  a greater  future  for  our 
United  States . " 

Perspectives:  Borrowing  Cultural  Images 
by  Paul  D.  Gonzales,  San  Ildefonso  Pueblo 

Today,  there  is  a practice  of  buying,  selling,  and  re-creating  ritual 
objects  for  use  in  the  non-Indian  world.  These  common  practices  raise  the 
question:  Does  any  artist  have  the  right  to  use  sacred  images  as  subject 
matter  within  their  artwork?  The  Indian  community  is  divided  on  this  issue. 
Many  see  it  as  a form  of  censorship  where  others  believe  they  are  protecting 
their  religion.  Many  tribal  people  use  the  word  traditional  as  a way  of 
trying  to  enforce  their  opinion  on  others,  but  I have  yet  to  see  someone  who 
can  explain  the  word  traditional  and  how  it  relates  to  the  Indian  world. 

Throughout  our  history,  the  Pueblo  people  have  always  worked  toward 
progress.  With  the  intervention  of  the  non-Indian,  things  changed  for  us 
dramatically,  and  we  survived  by  accepting  the  bad  with  the  good.  The  use  of 
our  religious  objects  has  affected  the  balance  in  our  lives  we  so  dearly 
respect.  As  long  as  an  object  is  being  sold  on  the  open  market  as  art,  there 
should  be  no  expectation  that  the  image  represented  in  that  object  is  somehow 
protected.  The  only  way  to  maintain  the  sanctity  of  any  religious  object  or 
cultural  artifact  is  not  to  reproduce  it  for  sale  to 
the  general  public. 

The  individual  tribal  member,  whether  he  or  she  is  an  artist  or  not,  has  a 
responsibility  to  the  community  to  honor  the  religious  practices  of  one's 
tribe.  If  one  is  raised  in  the  community  with  a strong  orientation  in  the 
religion  practiced  by  the  tribe,  that  person  knows  when  he  or  she  crosses  the 
line.  Finally,  the  general  public  has  a responsibility  to  understand  that 
there  is  no  stopping  the  practice  of  Indian  religion  throughout  Indian 
country.  When  the  tribes  ask  the  mainstream  community  for  support  to  be  able 
to  practice  their  religion  and  protect  the  use  of  ritual  objects,  this  must 
be  respected  as  anyone  would  respect  his  or  her  own  religion. 


Mending  the  Circle  Update  In  Print 

Killing  the  White  Man's  Indian:  Reinventing  Native  Americans  at  the  End  of 
the  Twentieth  Century. 

Fergus  M.  Bordewich.  New  York:  Doubleday,  1996.  Explores  contemporary  Indian 
Country, and  overturns  the  fallacies  and  myths  surrounding  Native  Americans  in 
the  1990's. 

Sweet  Medicine:  Sites  of  Indian  Massacres,  Battlefields,  and  Treaties. 

Photos  by  Drex  Brooks,  Essay  by  Patricia  Nelson  Limerick.  Albuquerque: 
University  of  New  Mexico  Press,  1995.  Presents  recent  photographs  of 
important  historic  sites,  many  of  which  have  been  transformed  into 
recreational  areas  or  urban  spaces. 

Native  American  Art  and  the  New  York  Avant-garde:  A History  of  Cultural 
Primitivism . 

W.  Dackson  Rushing.  Austin:  University  of  Texas  Press,  1995.  Examines  the 
incorporation  of  Native  American  iconography  by  American  modernist  artists 
such  as  Marsden  Hartley,  Dohn  Marin,  and  Dackson  Pollock. 

American  Indian  Ritual  Object  Repatriation  Foundation, 

463  East  57th  Street, 

New  York,  NY  10022. 

We  encourage  the  reproduction  of  articles  from  News  & Notes. 

Please  credit  the  American  Indian  Ritual  Object  Repatriation  Foundation 
and  the  author  of  the  article. 
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From:  "Mohawk  Nation  News  Service"  <Mohawkns@cyberglobe.net> 

Sub j : For  Immediate  Release  - Keepers  of  the  Fire  at  Onondaga 
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Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 


Keepers  of  the  Fire  at  Onondaga 
3963  Kennedy  Road 
Nedrow,  NY  13120 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  Duly  11,  1997 

It  has  been  reported  that  Mr.  Salvatore  Valvo  (the  Staff  Inspector  in 
charge  of  the  internal  investigation  of  allegations  of  New  York  State 
Police  brutality  against  peaceful  demonstrators  on  the  Onondaga  nation  on 
18  May  1997),  has  bound  that  in  fact,  "excessive  force"  was  used  during 
that  incident.  Moreover,  Mr.  Valvo  has  accused  the  New  York  State  Police 
of  attempting  to  effect  a "cover-up"  of  his  findings,  by  dismissing  him  as 
head  of  the  investigation. 

To  us,  as  the  victims  of  the  State  Police  brutality,  Mr.  Valvo' s findings 
are  simply  a confirmation  of  what  many  Central  New  York  viewers  witnessed 
on  their  news  broadcasts  as  they  watched  the  brutal  beating  of  women, 
children  and  the  handicapped.  However,  we  were  very  surprised  that  "one  of 
their  own"  had  the  courage  to  expose  the  corrupt  behavior  of  the  New  York 
State  Law  Enforcement  Agency.  Unfortunately,  our  expectations  of  a 
"cover-up"  were  fulfilled  by  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Valvo. 

The  NYS  Police's  attempt  to  cover  up  the  facts,  makes  it  all  the  more 
imperative  that  the  Dustice  Department  in  Washington,  DC  investigate  the 
excessive  use  of  force  by  the  New  York  State  Police.  Accordingly,  we  are 
renewing  our  Dune  9,  1997  request  to  Mr.  Richard  Roberts,  Director  of  the 
Criminal  Section  of  the  Civil  Rights  Division  of  the  United  States  Dustice 
Department,  for  an  investigation  of  the  New  York  State  Police.  For  it  is 
evident  that  the  NYS  Police  is  incapable  of  investigating  itself. 

There  is  an  obvious  parallel  between  the  Rodney  King  police  brutality 
incident  and  the  excessive  use  of  force  by  the  NYS  Police  against  the 
Iroquois  People.  Although  the  Rodney  King  incident  was  videotaped,  such 
proof  did  not  prevent  the  Municipal  and  State  authorities  and  the  courts 
from  exonerating  the  criminal  behavior  of  the  police.  Similarly,  the 


events  of  May  18,  1997  on  the  Onondaga  Nation  are  all  documented  on 
videotape.  However,  it  is  clear  that  that  fact  has  not  deterred  the  New 
York  State  Police  from  attempting  to  effect  a "cover-up." 

We  therefore  appeal  to  the  Justice  Department  (as  a branch  of  the  United 
States  Government),  to  investigate  this  latest  outrageous  abuse  of  power 
within  its  States.  Indeed,  we  hope  that  as  we  attempt  to  compel  our 
leadership  to  follow  our  Nation's  Great  Law,  that  the  U.S.  Government  will 
also  bring  to  justice  those  who  have  violated  the  rights  of  the  People  of 
the  Iroquois  Nation. 

Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 
Visit  our  new  site! 

http : //www. cyberglobe. net/users/mnation 

"RE : Gustafsen  Lake  Inquiry  Petition"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Jul  1997  05:06:27  -0800 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen  Lake  Inquiry  petition 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

"It  raised  eyebrows,  prompted  demands  for  a public  inquiry  and  blackened 
the  image  of  Canada's  national  police  force..."  Gustafsen  Lake  Verdict,  The 
Province,  May  21,  1997 

"There  will  be  inquiries  about  this  Supt.  Len  Olfert,  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  Operation,  RCMP  "training  tape,"  1995 

"...  There  may  be  an  inquiry..."  Justice  Bruce  Josephson,  Gustafsen  trial 
judge,  transcript  1996 

Even  THEY  know  there  has  to  be  an  inquiry...  WE  DEMAND  IT! 

[Please  print  and  circulate  the  following  petition;  signed  sheets  can  be 
returned  to  the  S.I.S.I.S.  PO  box  (below).  To  sign  this  petition  by  email, 
send  a message  to  <sisis@envirolink.org>  with  "petition"  in  the  subject 
header,  and  "I  support  the  petition  for  a public  inquiry  into  Gustafsen 
Lake,"  your  name,  and  your  city  of  residence  in  the  body  of  the  message.  - 
S.I.S.I.S. ] 

PETITION  FOR  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  CRISIS 

To  the  Premier  and  Legislative  Assembly  of  British  Columbia: 

WHEREAS  evidence,  testimony  and  witnesses  relevant  to  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
trial  were  withheld  from  the  jury's  consideration  or  disallowed  altogether, 
often  under  the  pretext  that  they  were  appropriate  for  a public  inquiry, 
not  a trial; 

WHEREAS  section  281  of  the  National  Defence  Act  requires  an  inquiry 
whenever  Canadian  forces  are  requisitioned  by  a province  to  deal  with  a 
"civil"  disturbance,  as  they  were  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake  crisis  of  1995; 

WHEREAS  most  of  the  information  currently  available  to  the  public  about  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  crisis  can  be  traced  to  what  the  RCMP  themselves  described 
as  their  "smear  and  disinformation  campaign"; 

WHEREAS  allegations  of  police  and  government  wrongdoing  are  so  serious  that 
there  are  grave  concerns  about  the  status  of  the  rule  of  law  and  human 
rights  in  Canada; 

WE  the  undersigned  demand  a full,  comprehensive,  independent,  public 
inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  crisis,  with  international 
observers  present  to  ensure  that  the  process  is  thorough  and  unbiased. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 


WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE:  New  Journal:  Tribalectronics"  

Date:  Wed,  16  Jul  1997  12:36:10  -0700 
From:  Michael  Twohorse  <tierim@U. ARIZONA. EDU> 

Sub j : New  Journal:  Tribalectronics 

UUCP  email 

Flau  Mitakuyepi, 

Mike  Wilson's  announcement  of  the  forthcoming  online  American  Indian 
literature  journal  Gohweli  inspired  me... 

With  the  invaluable  help  of  my  friend  Elaine  Cubbins 
<ecubbins@u . arizona . edu> , I have  begun  the  process  of  creating  an  online 
journal  that  will  accept  submissions  from  Indian  people  across  a broad 
range  of  fields  and  disciplines;  the  name  of  the  journal  will  be 
Tribalectronics,  and  will  (hopefully)  be  online  in  it's  first  "edition"  by 
November  1,  1997. 

We  are  asking  for  submissions  from  all  walks  of  life,  non-fiction  and 
fiction,  poetry,  criticism  and  reviews,  cartoons  and  artwork.  Some  major 
departments  that  we'd  like  to  see  writing  in  are  "Indians  in  Electronic 
America",  dealing  with  issues  surrounding  Indian  people  and  connectivity, 
etc.,  "Legal  Issues"  (obvious),  and  "Tribal  Troubles",  dealing  with 
intratribal,  intertribal  and  international  problems  faced  by  the  tribes. 

The  website  for  Tribalectronics  is  already  set  up  at: 
http : //flame strike .hacks.arizona. edu/~twohorse/ index . html 

...and  includes  the  Mission  Statement  and  Submission  Guidelines  (and  a plea 
for  editorial  help) . I hope  that  as  many  of  you  as  possible  will  submit 
articles  for  consideration  for  the  premier  edition  of  Tribalectronics. 

Please  contact  me  at:  twohorse@flamestrike.hacks.arizona.edu  if  you're 
interested  in  submitting  an  article,  story,  cartoon  or  artwork,  or  if  you'd 
like  to  join  the  editorial  staff. 

Thanks, 

Mike  Twohorse 

"RE : Kickapoo  Nation  Summit"  

Date:  16  Jul  1997  03:49:30  GMT 
From:  gonzale@aol.com  (Gonzale) 

Sub j : Kickapoo  Nation  Summit 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

PRESS  RELEASE 
July  11,  1997 

(Horton,  KS)  The  Kickapoo  Nation  of  the  United  States  of  America  is 
comprised  of  the  Traditional  Kickapoo  Tribe  of  Texas,  the  Kickapoo  Tribe 
of  Oklahoma  and  the  Kickapoo  Tribe  of  Kansas.  On  the  18th,  19th  and  20th 
of  July  an  unprecedented  event  will  occur  when  all  three  Kickapoo  Tribes 
converge  at  the  Kickapoo  Reservation  in  Kansas. 

The  tribes  will  meet  in  a joint  session  of  their  respective  tribal 
councils  to  discuss  treaty  rights,  protection  of  religious  sites, 
protection  of  traditional  language  and  cooperation  on  national  issues  such 
as  the  repatriation  of  cultural  items  from  federally  funded  museums. 

Other  issues  to  be  discussed  include  cooperation  on  economic  development, 
such  as  gaming.  The  Texas  Kickapoo  own  and  operate  a Class  II  gaming 
facility  near  Eagle  Pass,  Texas  and  the  Kansas  Kickapoo  own  and  operate  a 


Class  III  (Las  Vegas  Style)  Gaming  facility  six  miles  west  of  Horton, 
Kansas . 

On  Duly  19  and  20,  1997,  the  three  tribes  will  convene  the  FIRST  ANNUAL 
KICKAPOO  NATION  SUMMIT  at  the  Golden  Eagle  Casino.  Tribal  members  will 
also  participate  in  the  Kickapoo  Nation  Pow  Wow  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  Summit. 

The  Kickapoo  were  forcibly  removed  by  the  Federal  Government  from  their 
Illinois  homelands  in  the  early  1800s  to  Missouri.  Later  they  were 
removed  a second  time  to  Kansas,  where  they  purchased  a reservation. 

Many  Kickapoo  were  unhappy  with  fraud  and  coercion  used  by  Government 
officials  to  secure  Indian  approval  of  land  cessions  in  treaties  signed  in 
the  1850s  and  1860s,  and  headed  south  to  Mexico.  They  assisted  the 
Mexican  Government  fight  with  warring  Apache  tribes.  To  show  its 
appreciation,  the  Mexican  Government  granted  dual  citizenship  to  these 
Kickapoo  and  provided  a reservation  for  them  in  Mexico.  In  the  1970s,  a 
reservation  was  also  provided  for  these  Kickapoo  near  Eagle  Pass,  Texas. 
These  Kickapoo  are  now  known  as  the  Traditional  Kickapoo  Tribe  of  Texas. 

Other  Kickapoo  were  removed  by  the  Federal  Government  to  Oklahoma  and 
many  stayed  on  the  Kickapoo  Reservation  in  Kansas. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

Ms.  Nancy  Bear,  Chairperson 
Kickapoo  Tribe  in  Kansas 
Horton,  Kansas 
Telephone:  913-486-2131 

Mr.  Isidro  Garza,  Dr. 

Tribal  Representative 
Kickapoo  Tribe  in  Texas 
Telephone:  281-335-4999 

"RE : Moise  River  Alert"  

Date:  Tue,  15  Dul  1997  15:41:24  -0400 
From:  Michael  Posluns  <MPosluns(3EDU.Y0RKU.CA> 

Sub j : Moisie  River  in  Qubec  (long) 

PLEASE  POST  AND  CIRCULATE 

ACTION  ALERT  MOISIE  RIVER  (MISHTA  SHIPU):  KEEP  IT  WILD 

ENVIRONMENTALISTS  ON  FULL  ALERT  AGAINST  HYDRO-QUEBEC 

Montreal,  7 Duly  1997 

Dear  Fellow  Environmentalists, 

As  you  know,  here  in  Quebec  we  have  recently  entered  a period 
of  high  tension  with  Hydro-Quebec  and  Quebec's  Ministry  of  Natural 
Resources.  These  agencies  wish  to  leap  headlong  into  the  newly 
deregulated  American  market  for  electricity,  including  greatly 
expanding  electricity  production  for  export.  This  expansion  is 
almost  entirely  predicated  on  damming  and  diverting  more  rivers, 
here  in  Quebec  and  in  Labrador. 

Especially  urgent,  Hydro-Quebec  is  proceeding  with  its  plans 
to  divert  the  Aux  Pekans  and  Carheil  Rivers,  tributaries  of  the 
Moisie  River,  into  the  neighbouring  Sainte-Marguerite  river 
valley  where  the  water  will  be  impounded  by  the  Ste-Marguerite-3 
(SM-3)  dam  and  generating  station,  presently  under  construction. 

These  diversions  were  first  proposed  and  opposed  in  1987.  A full 
environmental  hearing  on  the  SM-3  project  explicitly  rejected 
the  diversions  in  1993,  and  only  approved  the  main  dam  if  it 
could  be  shown  that  the  anticipated  electricity  was  needed.  The 
government  of  the  day  overruled  the  environmental  assessment  a 
few  months  later,  approved  the  project  without  the  economic 
justification,  and  allowed  for  the  diversions  to  be  approved 
at  a later  date  if  there  were  no  grave  anticipated  impacts  on 
the  Atlantic  salmon  which  breed  there. 

On  April  14  of  this  year,  a joint  federal-provincial  salmon 
committee  dismissed  the  opinions  of  numerous  experts  and  advised 


the  government  that  there  would  be  no  grave  risks.  The  MEF 
(Environment  Ministry)  received  this  report  and  initiated  the 
standard  60-day  waiting  period  during  which  comments  were  to  be 
made  by  interested  parties,  but  the  interested  parties  were  not 
informed,  leading  to  suspicions  that  the  government  wanted  to 
slip  this  project  past  its  critics. 

This  suspicion  has  been  further  fueled  by  recent  changes  in  HQ's 
and  the  government's  timetables.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
they  reassured  critics  that  any  construction  would  be  years  away 
and  that  there  would  be  fresh  environmental  hearings  before 
diversions  were  authorized.  Two  weeks  ago  HQ  announced  that  it  was 
speeding  up  construction  of  the  SM-3  dam  and  power  plant  so  that 
it  could  impound  water  and  come  on  line  in  May  2001  instead  of 
November  2001.  On  Dune  20  a spokesman  told  Le  Devoir  that  HQ 
wanted  the  government  to  authorize  the  Carheil/Pekans  diversions 
two  weeks  after  the  60-day  comment  period,  i.e.  at  any  time  after 
Dune  29.  In  response  to  a Freedom  of  Information  request,  Hydro-Quebec 
confirmed  on  Dune  26  that  it  has  written  to  both  governments  that 
it  is  "not  necessary  to  ask  for  'approval'  of  the  diversions  of 
the  Carheil  and  Aux  Pekans  rivers,  because  the  request  for  approval 
was  already  made  in  Duly  1991  as  part  of  the  whole  project  of 
hydroelectric  development  known  as  Sainte-Marguerite-3 . " 

Meanwhile,  construction  of  the  SM-3  project  --  including  a dam 
wall  and  a generating  plant  that  can  handle  the  extra  Moisie 
water  --  is  proceeding  on  schedule. 

Last  Thursday  Duly  3 there  was  a strong  unpleasant  indication 
that  the  Quebec  government  is  likely  to  give  HQ  what  it  wants. 

After  a fierce  political  battle  both  inside  and  outside  its  ranks, 
the  cabinet  approved  the  most  scandalous  dam  project  to  date  -- 
the  damming  and  drying  up  of  the  Chaudiere  Falls  near  Quebec  City, 
a favourite  tourist  site.  The  private  developer  will  bear  no 
risk,  because  he  has  a contract  guaranteeing  a high  fixed  price 
for  twenty  years,  while  Hydro-Quebec  is  obliged  to  purchase.  The 
minister  most  opposed  to  the  project,  David  Cliche  of  the  MEF,  was 
forced  to  go  along  after  marathon  meetings  of  the  inner  cabinet. 

He  is  the  same  minister  who  is  now  the  last  line  of  administrative 
defence  against  the  diversions  of  the  Moisie  tributaries. 

It  is  very  urgent  to  raise  the  alarm  in  international  circles 
that  Hydro-Quebec  has  once  again  become  an  expansionist  monster, 
planning  for  no  fewer  than  eight  major  river  diversions  (including 
the  Aux  Pekans  and  Carheil  of  the  Moisie,  and  the  Great  Whale 
and  Rupert  rivers  of  the  Dames  Bay  region),  a second  mega-project 
at  Churchill  Falls  in  Labrador,  the  Chaudiere  project  just  described, 
and  up  to  50  similar  small  dam  projects  in  southern  Quebec  carried 
out  by  private  promoters. 

IN  EVERY  CASE  THE  RATIONALE  FOR  THE  DESTRUCTION  IS  THE  SAME:  TO 
INCREASE  ELECTRICITY  PRODUCTION  FOR  THE  AMERICAN  EXPORT  MARKET. 

The  ultimate  goal?  To  become  a very  large  continental  unregulated 
energy  company  like  Enron,  "to  become  one  of  the  four  or  five 
biggest  players  in  North  America,"  in  the  boastful  words  of  CEO 
Andre  Caille.  And  if  it  cannot  get  all  the  water  it  wants,  it  has 
already  started  to  talk  about  burning  natural  gas.  This  emerged 
>from  a story  in  today's  La  Presse,  reporting  a first-time  but 
major  collaboration  between  HQ  and  Enron  to  offer  complementary 
natural  gas  and  electricity  supplies  to  New  England. 

Thus  the  earlier  hard-won  policy  of  energy  conservation  and 
sustainability  that  was  finally  accepted  by  the  previous  government 
has  been  thrown  away  by  the  present  one,  carried  out  by  stealth  and 
decree  rather  than  by  public  discussion  and  debate. 

OUR  MESSAGE  TO  THE  AMERICAN  ENVIRONMENTAL  MOVEMENT  IS  THIS,  THAT 
EVERY  INCREASE  IN  HYDRO-QUEBEC'S  SALES  TO  THE  U.S.A  IS  PAID  FOR 
BY  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  ANOTHER  NORTHERN  RIVER,  LAKE,  OR  WATERFALL. 

There  is  nothing  "clean"  or  "renewable"  or  "sustainable"  about 
this  Hydro-Quebec  policy  of  expansion.  The  best  thing  that  our 


American  friends  can  do  on  behalf  of  our  shared  planet  is  to 
block  ALL  imports  of  Quebec  hydroelectricity  into  the  United 
States  until  we  have  won  a decisive  political  victory  here,  i.e. 
that  no  additional  wild  river  will  ever  be  dammed  or  diverted. 

Please  take  this  message  to  your  local  power  company,  to  your 
state  regulatory  commission,  to  your  state  legislature,  and  to 
the  local  media. 

It  may  also  be  helpful  to  write  to  Minister  David  Cliche  of  the 
Ministry  of  Environment  and  Wildlife  to  ask  him  to  reject  any 
authorization  of  the  Moisie  diversions  (see  model  below).  It 
will  certainly  be  helpful  to  raise  the  alarm  in  the  United  Sates 
that  HQ  is  again  trying  to  bring  in  additional  amounts  of  hydro 
power  for  which  more  of  the  continent's  remaining  wild  places 
will  have  to  die. 

In  doing  so  you  will  be  acting  in  solidarity  with  the  Quebec 
environmental  movement,  Quebec  consumer  groups,  Hydro-Quebec's 
unionized  employees,  and  Quebec's  affected  aboriginal  people. 

These  groups  have  formed  a Coalition  contre  la  denationalisation 
de  1 ' electricite  which  intends  to  roll  back  this  disastrous 
policy  in  the  course  of  the  next  18-24  months. 

In  the  meantime  the  stakes  are  very  high  at  the  Carheil  and 
Aux  Pekans  rivers,  and  we  hope  that  you  will  able  to  spread  the 
alarm . 

Thank  you  for  your  solidarity  and  support. 

On  behalf  of  our  common  planet, 

Tom  Holzinger 

member,  steering  committee,  la  Coalition  contre  la 
denationalisation  de  1 ' electricite,  Montreal,  Quebec 
Coalition  web  site: 

http: //www. unites . uqam . ca/cese/energie/ index.htm 
t . holzinger@netaxis . qc . ca 
tel/fax:  514-271-0564 

Letters  and  faxes  for  Minister  David  Cliche  may  be  sent  to: 

M.  le  ministre  David  Cliche 

Ministare  de  1 ' environnement  et  de  la  faune 

Edifice  Marie  Guyart,  30e  etage 

675  boulevard  Rene  Levesque  Est 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Canada  G1R  5V7 

fax  : 418-643-4143,  tel  : 418-643-8259 

e-mail:  david. cliche@mef .gouv. qc . ca 
With  copies  to: 

M.  le  premier  ministre  Lucien  Bouchard 

Office  du  premier  ministre,  Gouvernement  du  Quebec 

Edifice  3,  3e  etage 

885  Grande  Allee 

Quebec,  Quebec 

Canada  G1A  1A2 

fax  : 418-643-3924,  tel  : 418-643-5321 

Model  letter  as  suggested  by  Dohn  Clark  of  Vermont: 

Minister  David  Cliche 

Ministry  of  the  Environnement  and  Wildlife 
Marie  Guyart  Buiding,  30th  floor 
Quebec,  Quebec 
Canada  G1R  5V7 

fax:  418-643-4143,  tel:  418-643-8259 
e-mail:  david. cliche@mef .gouv. qc . ca 

Dear  Minister  Cliche, 

We  are  writing  to  express  our  alarm  and  indignation  over  Hydro-Quebec's 
intentions  to  divert  the  Aux  Pekans  and  Carheil  rivers,  tributaries  of 
the  world-famous  Moisie  River,  into  the  Sainte-Marguerite-3  dam  now 
under  construction.  A decision  by  the  government  of  Quebec  to  approve 


this  diversion  project  would  go  against  world  opinion  and  would  subvert 
the  earlier  environmental  assessment  process  --  the  first  in  HQ's 
history  --  in  which  all  sectors  of  the  public  condemned  the  proposal. 

First,  the  environmental  review  board  found  in  1993  that  HQ's  energy 
demand  forecasting  was  seriously  flawed.  HQ  has  always  failed  to  prove 
that  there  is  any  need  for  another  giant  hydroelectricity  facility. 

Second,  many  relevant  environmental  studies  had  not  been  carried  out. 

And  finally,  the  review  board  found  that  HQ's  studies  of  the  Moisie 
river  salmon  were  grossly  inadequate  and  recommended  that  the  Moisie 
diversions  not  be  approved. 

Hydro-Quebec  subsequently  submitted  a two-year  study  of  salmon  impacts 
to  a joint  commission,  which  recently  concluded  that  the  impacts  would 
be  insignificant.  However,  numerous  fishery  experts  disagree.  HQ  used 
the  Snake  River  in  Idaho  as  a model  for  "regulated  flow"  management. 

But  in  fact  the  historic  salmon  runs  on  the  Snake  River  are  now  a thing 
of  the  past.  "Regulated  flow"  has  been  a failure.  The  Snake  River 
sockeye  salmon  has  recently  been  declared  an  endangered  species,  and 
the  primary  cause  is  stated  to  be  --  HYDROELECTRIC  DAMS. 

Finally,  the  aboriginal  Innu  people,  who  have  never  ceded  their  land 
to  any  government,  are  intricately  connected  to  the  Moisie  and  its 
salmon.  It  is  the  Innu's  "Great  River".  To  risk  the  death  of  the 
salmon  run  on  this  river  is  to  gamble  away  the  survival  of  the  Innu 
people  and  their  age-old  culture. 

The  Ste-Marguerite-3  project  was  the  first  Hydro-Quebec  to  go 
through  public  hearings.  Now  HQ  has  attempted  to  remove  the  debate 
>from  the  public  sphere  and  to  confine  it  to  a team  of  government- 
appointed  "experts"  working  behind  closed  doors.  Apparently  it  has 
submitted  its  Moisie  water  diversion  project  directly  to  your 
ministry  and/or  the  Cabinet  for  authorization,  intending  to  preclude 
any  further  public  comment  or  debate. 

Mr.  Minister,  the  world's  environmental  community  finds  this  to  be 
unacceptable.  We  urge  you  to  suspend  construction  of  the  whole 
Ste-Marguerite-3  project  until  all  the  studies  specified  by  the 
environmental  review  board  have  been  carried  out  and  until  the 
modified  proposal  has  been  subjected  to  a public  review. 

We  also  urge  you  to  deny,  once  and  for  all,  authorization  of  any 
diversions  of  the  Moisie  or  its  tributaries,  and  to  declare  the 
Moisie  River  a world  heritage  site. 

To  tamper  with  this  great  salmon  river  --  the  jewel  of  Quebec  --  for 
a few  megawatt-hours  of  electricity  is  worse  than  folly.  Keep  it 
wild.  Let  it  be. 

We  look  forward  to  your  reply. 

Yours  sincerely, 

<your  name  here> 

- "RE:  Full  Circle"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Dul  97  15:08:59  -0600 

From:  berryj@okway.okstate.edu 

Sub j : (FWD)F.A.C.Y.T.  goes  to  theatre  festival 

UUCP  email 

Video  tape  of  "Full  Circle"  will  be  edited  in  the  upcoming  weeks  and 
available  soon.  In  the  meantime,  David  captured  some  really  ^beautiful* 
photos  from  the  master  tape,  and  they're  on  our  web  site  under  "Full 
Circle"  *new*.  We  have  bookings  locally  this  fall  at  some  of  the  junior 
colleges  around  here,  and  can  travel  during  breaks  to  just  about  anyplace, 
if  OSU  might  be  interested...  or  can  release  play  for  production  elsewhere 
if  there's  a local  Am  Ind  theatre  group  interested. 

Pilamaya, 

Diane  Way 

-PRESS  RELEASE- 

A new  work  by  award  winning  playwright  Diane  Way  ( Lakota/Cheyenne)  will 


be  performed  as  a staged  reading  at  the  National  Black  Theatre  Festival  in 
Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina  at  noon  on  August  5th.  The  play,  "Tisopei" 
(Lakota  - meaning  *extended  family*)  puts  Af rican-American  and  American 
Indian  characters  on  common  ground  at  The  Hampton  Institute  during  the 
early  1900s.  This  is  the  first  known  time  these  two  races  have  been 
portrayed  together,  in  both  harmony  and  conflict.  In  addition,  it  is  the 
first  time  American  Indian  work  will  be  seen  at  the  Festival. 

As  a result  of  the  Indian  Education  Act,  initiated  in  the  late  1800s 
through  1973,  American  Indian  children  were  forcibly  taken  from  their  homes 
and  shipped  to  mission  or  boarding  schools  across  the  country.  Archival 
research  shows  the  Hampton,  originally  founded  as  a trade  school  for 
Blacks,  was  one  of  these  institutions. 

Reflecting  upon  her  work,  Diane  Way  expands  "From  my  research  of  school 
records...  even  copies  of  students'  assignments  and  teachers'  notes,  I have 
endeavored  to  do  justice  to  the  many  young  American  Indian  people  who  had 
to  endure  and  survive  these  circumstances.  The  African-American  students 
had  similar  problems,  being  forced  into  *foreign  territory*  far  from  their 
homes.  When  the  two  races  met,  there  was  both  acceptance  and  conflict. 

The  characters  I have  created  are  composites  of  actual  persons,  with  some 
dialogue  derived  from  the  actual  works  of  students. 

The  cross-plot  involves  the  story  of  my  grandparents  who  met  at  a mission 
school.  Because  the  oral  history  of  my  family  is  involved,  I have  also 
incorporated  a traditional  Trickster  tale  I heard  growing  up.  This 
parallels  the  events  of  the  story." 

Way  is  also  the  Artistic  Director  of  Ableza,  A Native  American  Arts  & Film 
Institute  which  has  established  the  First  Americans  Conservatory  Youth 
Theatre  in  San  lose,  CA.  As  a rule,  casting  for  staged  readings  usually 
occurs  within  the  first  days  of  the  Festival.  This  group  of  multi-nation 
American  Indian  youth  have  the  rare  distinction  of  reading  the  roles 
portrayed  in  "Tiospei." 

"About  15  of  us  are  piling  into  an  R.V.  and  van,  and  trekking  across  the 
country  for  this  event."  says  David  Yohn,  Executive  Director  of  Ableza, 
"Funding  is  tight...  very  tight.  We  have  some  gas  money  and  will  probably 
have  to  camp  upon  our  arrival,  plus  bring  our  own  food.  But  we  simply 
couldn't  afford  to  pass  up  the  opportunity  for  our  kids.  We  could  sure  use 
a little  help." 

For  more  information  about  Ableza,  call  408-267-4609,  e-mail  at 
Ableza@ableza.org,  or  visit  their  web  site  at  http://www.ableza.org 

For  information  about  the  National  Black  Theatre  Festival,  call 
910-723-2266,  or  fax  at  910-723-2223. 

* Ableza,  a Native  American  Arts  and  Film  Institute  * 

* 1279  Mildred  Ave.  (408)  267-4609  * 

* San  lose,  CA  95125  fax:  (408)  267-9609  * 

* David&Diane@ableza .org  http://www.ableza.org  * 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Fri,  18  lul  1997  23:28:18  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  12 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST10HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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THE  THIRD  NIGHT  OUT. 


A Sad  Mid-night  Hour. 

At  Chicago  there  was  an  old  man,  feeble  with  illness,  who  took  the 
berth  next  to  ours.  He  had  with  him  his  wife,  two  grown  up  daughters 
and  two  small  sons. 

He  seemed  feeble,  as  I said,  but  quite  able  to  take  care  of  himself, 
and  to  have  charge  of  the  tickets  and  money. 

Some  two  hours  before  reaching  North  Platte,  Nebraska,  (our  section 
two  hours  behind)  I was  awakened  by  groans. 

"Ellen,  Ellen!  Get  up  Ellen!  0,  Ellen,  get  up,  get  up,  quick!" 

Looking  out,  I saw  the  old  man  sitting  on  the  porter's  stool,  alone, 
scarcely  able  to  hold  his  head  up,  but  with  waning  strength  he  continued 
the  call:  "Ellen,  get  up!" 

Ellen,  his  wife,  evidently  having  been  accustomed  to  being  disturbed 
in  the  night  by  these  spells,  did  not  respond  in  haste,  but  in  rather 
fretful  tones  answered--"I'm  coming." 

0,  Ellen,  get  up,  I'm  dying.  0,  God  my  stomach!" 

It  was  not  profanity,  but  more  in  the  nature  of  a prayerful  outburst 
of  distress. 

"Hush,  pop.  you'll  wake  everybody.  I have  to  put  on  my  clothing." 

"0,  Ellen;  I'm  dying.  I'm  dying,  Ellen.  Come  quick!" 

Finally  she  reached  her  husband,  but  did  not  administer  comfort  with 
that  degree  of  grace  and  cheerfulness  which  betokens  love  of 
occupation . 

The  whiskey  bottle  was  resorted  to,  and  we  could  see  through  the  vent 
in  the  curtain,  that  she  was  bathing  his  face  in  cold  water,  but  not 
with  a professional  air,  and  some  of  the  time  she  sat  a little  distance 
from  him,  on  a piece  of  baggage  while  he  continued  his  groans--"I'm 
dying.  0,  Ellen,  I'm  dying,"  while  his  head  swung  loosely  like  one 
about  to  faint. 

"Keep  still,  pop,  you're  not  dying,"  was  all  we  could  hear. 

"I'm  dying.  I'm  dying." 

Miss  Rote  and  I gravely  debated  what  to  do,  but  concluded  that  the 
young  wife,  (for  since  we  have  learned  she  was  his  second)  had  become 
accustomed  to  such  groans,  and  as  long  as  she  called  not  for  aid  we 
would  rest  easy.  It  may  be  his  way,  we  concluded,  to  raise  a fuss,  and 
being  very  tired  we  slept,  altho'  the  dying  man  was  not  ten  feet  from 
us . 

A half  hour  must  have  passed,  when  I was  probably  the  first  to  hear 
the  woman  call. 

"Will  somebody  come  to  help  me?  0,  my  husband  is  dead.  He  is  DEAD. 

Is  there  not  a Christian  on  the  car  to  come  to  me?" 

Out  of  a sound  sleep  I jumped  from  my  berth  and  found  her  wailing. 


Feel  of  him.  See!  Tell  me. 


with  the  head  of  the  dead  man  in  hen  lap. 

"0,  is  he  dead?  Is  he  DEAD?"  she  cried, 
is  he  dead?" 

I saw  at  a glance  he  was,  and  said  "He  is.  What  number  is  your 
berth?"  From  it  I secured  a pillow  and  assisted  her  to  place  the  man's 
head  upon  it.  Then  she  bent  over  the  corpse,  lying  full  length  upon  the 
floor. 


(Continued  on  last  page) 


Mr.  Baccastow  of  Boiling  Springs,  has  the  flour  contract  for  the 
current  year. 

Work  is  still  going  on  at  the  dining  hall  and  kitchen.  We  hope  to  be 
very  comfortable  after  it  is  finished. 

Miss  Hunt,  formerly  of  Carlisle,  now  of  San  Carlos,  Ariz.,  is  going  to 
spend  her  vacation  on  the  reservation. 

We  hear  that  those  of  the  faculty,  who  are  at  Chautauqua,  N.Y.,  are 
enjoying  the  cold  breeze  of  New  York  state. 

Hon.  W.A.  Hones,  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  has  been  opening  bids 
this  week  in  New  York  City,  for  clothing. 

Miss  Hulme  writes  from  Calif.,  that  her  trip  was  delightful  and 
expects  to  visit  Yellowstone  Park  before  she  returns  East. 

It  is  better  to  use  our  religion  as  daily  food  than  to  wait  until  we 
find  ourselves  in  an  extremity,  and  then  take  it  as  a medicine.  -[S.S. 
Times . 

Levi  Donas,  of  the  Nez  Perce  tribe,  who  visited  the  school  at  the  time 
his  sister  Hulia  died  is  about  to  join  a party,  to  make  a Missionary 
trip  to  Lemhi  Agency. 

A young  tailor  in  one  of  the  cities  in  New  York  State  must  have  been 
anxious  for  honey  for  his  winter  use  when  he  tried  to  capture  a swarm  of 
flies  which  he  mistook  for  bees. 

A note  from  Mary  Beaulieu  who  returned  to  her  home  recently  says  that 
she  arrived  safely.  She  says  that  her  people  made  great  improvements 
while  she  was  away  at  Carlisle. 

Among  the  graduates  of  Haskell  we  see  the  name  of  two  of  our 
ex-students.  They  are  Samuel  Townsend  and  George  Bent.  They  were  in 
the  Commercial  Class.  Congratulations  from  Carlisle. 

Miss  Annie  H.  Underwood  of  Carlisle  called  at  the  Printing  office  this 
week  and  renewed  her  subscriptions  to  the  "Red  Man"  and  HELPER.  Mrs. 
Champlin  Underwood  of  Philadelphia,  was  in  company  with  her. 

Thoughtful  person  closely  observing  an  oat  midge  crawling  over  the 
table. --"To  think  of  a thing  so  small  getting  its  own  living!"  Sure 
enough,  and  it  does  it  with  an  energy  that  is  admirable  even  though  very 
annoying. 

In  coming  into  contact  with  different  people,  there  is  a tendency  to 
shun  the  race  that  we  consider  lower  than  ours  and  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  There  is  a great  deal  of  this  going  on  in  the  civil  service. 
White  employees  have  as  little  to  do  with  those  whom  they  consider 
lower,  by  birth,  as  they  can,  but  at  the  same  time  say  that  they  are 
working  to  uplift  the  down  trodden  race.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
Superintendents  of  Indian  Schools  will  allow  no  division  or  color  line 
in  their  workers. 

One  of  the  hardest  things  for  our  boys  to  overcome  after  they  get 
here,  is  the  desire  to  return  to  the  unrestrained  freedom  of  vice  and 
vagabondage  which  many  of  them  followed  before  they  came  here  and  in 
some  cases  they  run  away  from  the  school.  In  most  cases  they  stay  and 
battle  manfully  against  the  old  order  of  things  and  come  to  a realizing 
sense  of  what  the  end  of  such  a life  would  be  and  mend  their  ways  and 
slowly  but  surely  drift  into  a higher  ambition  of  life. 

Any  evening  after  the  days  work  is  done,  the  boys  congregate  in  groups 
in  their  favorite  athletic  grounds  for  field  sports,  such  as  jumping, 
foot-racing,  throwing  base  ball,  kicking  and  catching  football,  and  high 
jumping.  The  boys  are  coming  right  up  to  the  times  in  everything.  Keep 
at  it  boys- -we  might  have  to  compete  with  our  pale  face  brothers  in 
those  sports  some  sweet  day. 


W.  T.  Whittaker,  a Cherokee  Indian,  is  said  to  be  raising  funds,  by 
dime  contributions,  for  the  erection  of  a home  at  Pryor  Creek,  Indian 
Territory,  for  the  orphan  children  of  his  white  brothers.  We  hope  that 
Whittaker  will  come  out  successful  with  his  project  and  thus,  in  a 
measure,  repay  for  what  the  white  man  has  done  for  the  Indian  children. 

David  McFarland,  one  of  the  San  Francisco  Endeavorers,  writes  that  he 
is  now  at  his  home  in  Idaho  and  claims  to  have  had  very  pleasant  time. 

Fie  says  that  most  people  when  they  find  out  that  he  is  from  Carlisle, 
ask  him  questions  concerning  the  foot  ball  team,  and  think  that  football 
is  "alright." 

Wm.  F.  Campbell,  class  '89,  who  afterwards  graduated  from  the  School 
of  Law  in  Minnesota  has  been  appointed  business  agent  for  the 
Chippewas.  This  is  the  first  instance  we  know  of  where  an  Indian  lawyer 
has  been  appointed  to  such  a responsible  place  by  his  own  people. 

From  the  letter  which  was  received  from  Mr.  Thompson  we  judge  that  he 
is  doing  some  hard  studying.  Fie  says  that  he  has  heard  some  lectures 
which  will  prove  valuable  in  his  line  of  study.  They  visited  Mr.  Mason 
of  lamestown,  and  hope  to  go  again. 

25  cents  pays  for  the  Souvenir  of  our  school.  It  contains  60  views 
and  is  the  nicest  thing  out.  Ten  subscriptions  for  the  FIELPER  and  a two 
cent  stamp  will  also  secure  it.  Why  go  without  a good  thing  when  you 
can  get  it  so  easily? 

Richard  Sanderville  writes  for  the  FIELPER.  Fie  says  that  he  has  been 
trying  to  live  up  to  the  ways  taught  at  Carlisle.  Fie  is  trying  his  best 
not  to  disgrace  the  school.  Fie  sends  his  regards  to  the  employees  and 
students  at  Carlisle. 


Don't  be  a pessimist. 

Rainy  weather,  this  week. 

Foot  and  bicycle  races  are  the  latest. 

New  potatoes,  and  the  pupils  enjoy  them,  too. 

Enos  Pego,  typo,  has  returned  from  the  country. 

The  school  visited  Cave  Flill  Park  on  Thursday  evening. 

George  Northrop,  typo,  is  having  a turn  in  the  hospital. 

Baptist  Marengo  left  for  his  Montana  home  on  Wednesday. 

The  boys  have  commenced  hauling  and  shoveling  coal. 

Donas  Mitchell  has  been  catching  for  the  Carlisle  baseball  team. 

"In  the  Baggage  Coach  Ahead"  is  the  latest  song  in  the  printing 
office. 

Fine  rains  during  the  week;  this  means  bigger  potatoes  and  more  of 
them. 

Doseph  Blackbear  has  been  doing  clerical  work  at  the  office  this  week. 

Miss  Cora  Wheeler  has  charge  of  the  hospital  in  the  absence  of  Miss 
Randell . 

Miss  Ella  McCarthy  of  Minnesota  arrived  last  Saturday  to  enter  the 
school . 

George  Shelafo,  who  fell  from  the  gymnasium  roof  some  time  ago  is 
again  at  his  paint  brush. 

Bemus  Pierce  has  returned  from  his  home  in  New  York  State,  where  he 
has  been  spending  his  vacation. 

Miss  Delia  Randell  was  sent  to  Bucks  County  to  attend  to  one  of  our 
boys,  who  was  hurt  by  falling  from  a tree. 

Small  boys  were  presented  with  two  new  sets  of  croquet  and  may  now  be 
seen  on  the  campus  in  front  of  their  quarters  as  well  as  on  the  base 
ball  ground. 

The  football  field  has  turned  out  to  be  a place  where  boys  try  their 
skill  in  running.  They  have  a rough  place  to  run,  but  that  seems  to 
hinder  very  little. 

Four  of  our  boys  were  arrested  at  Flancock,  Md.,  by  the  authorities. 
They  were  returned  to  Carlisle  on  Thursday.  The  following  are  the 
boys.  Dohn  Pigeon,  George  Whitewing,  Nathanial  Decorah  and  Walter 
Bigfire. 

On  the  16th  inst,  Mr.  Standing  celebrated  his  50th  birthday.  It  was  a 
day  of  pleasant  surprises  to  him  as  many  friends  and  relatives  had  been 
mindful  of  the  day.  A valuable  present  from  Mrs.  Standing,  some 


standard  historical  books  from  the  faculty,  and  many  other  remembrances 
marked  the  important  day. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a gathering  of  the  older  members  of  the 
employee  force  on  the  porch  of  the  Standing  home,  ice  cream  and  cake 
were  passed  around  and  a pleasant  evening  spent  in  reminiscence  and 
conversation . 

Two  new  footballs  have  been  received. 

Subscribe  for  the  INDIAN  HELPER,  only  ten  cents  a year. 

The  girls'  quarters  seems  to  be  undergoing  a thorough  cleaning. 

Miss  Nana  Pratt  is  visiting  Mr.  Mason  and  friends  in  Jamestown,  N.Y. 

Miss  Shaffner  who  is  visiting  the  girls  finds  every  where  great 
improvement . 

Mr.  Harris  is  absent  on  his  vacation  and  Donas  Mitchell  is  attending 
to  calls  for  blacksmith  work. 

Capt.  E.  P.  Zinn,  who  in  1863  was  Captain  of  a company  stationed  at 
this  Barracks,  was  an  interested  caller  this  week. 

Healey  Wolf,  our  Alaskan  boy,  is  one  of  the  best  runners  among  the 
small  boys.  He  made  95  yards  in  13:4-5  seconds. 

Miss  Miles  is  attending  the  cooking  school  at  Chautauqua.  We  hope  to 
have  extra  good  cooking  this  fall  as  the  result. 

Messrs  George  Weber  and  Edward  Murray  came  from  Reading,  Pa.,  to 
Carlisle  on  bicycles  and  are  guests  of  Mr.  Harry  Weber. 

Those  of  the  choir  who  are  here  practice  three  times  a week.  Miss 
Simmons  has  kindly  offered  them  her  time  and  help  for  the  summer. 

The  prayer  meeting  on  Sunday  evening  was  held  in  the  Y.M.C.A.  hall 
instead  of  in  the  Assembly  Hall.  Thomas  Marshall  was  the  leader. 

The  vacation  season  now  days,  the  teachers  and  pupils  are  enjoying  as 
best  they  can  at  places  where  they  can  do  most  good  to  themselves. 

We  are  always  glad  to  see  the  "Wotanin  Kin"  published  at  Genoa, 

School,  and  the  "Indian  Leader"  from  Haskell  Inst.,  Lawrence,  Kans. 

All  the  teachers  of  Carlisle  School  are  attending  summer  schools  to 
better  equip  themselves  for  the  work  of  pushing  and  pulling  their 
students  into  civilization. 

The  annual  coal  delivery  has  commenced,  the  250  tons  of  Lykens  Valley 
Coal  has  been  delivered  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Thompson  complete  in  four  days. 

Mr.  Lawton  is  to  deliver  2000  tons  of  Anthracite  coal  and  Victor  Cushwa 
and  Sons  350  tons  of  Bituminous  coal. 

Mr.  Standing  says  his  mail  was  so  heavy  for  a few  days  that  until  he 
can  do  better,  he  must  thank  his  many  friends  through  the  columns  of  the 
HELPER  for  their  congratulations  and  good  wishes,  but  hopes  to  make  the 
acknowledgement  separately. 

Prof.  Bakeless,  who  is  visiting  the  boys  on  farms  says  that  the 
conditions  are  better  everywhere  this  year  than  when  he  visited  them 
four  years  ago.  The  boys  are  more  contented  and  better  behaved.  He 
invariably  finds  that  when  the  patrons  obey  the  rules  strictly,  the 
students  and  patrons  are  better  satisfied.  Where  he  finds  discontent  he 
finds  often  primarily  that  it  comes  because  the  patron  does  not  enforce 
the  rules. 


(Continued  from  first  page) 


stood  and  wrung  her  hands  and  wailed,  while  I sought  the  porter's  bunk, 
woke  him  up  and  dispatched  him  for  the  conductor  and  other  aid. 

The  daughters  were  called  and  began  to  weep  convulsively. 

Heads  of  men  and  women  were  protruding  from  the  curtains,  but  no  one 
offered  assistance.  One  very  old  gentleman  however  caught  me  by  the 
hand  as  I passed  his  berth,  and  pressed  it  in  both  his  as  he  inquired 
most  concernedly: 

"IS  he  dead?" 

Even  to  such  a solemn  picture  there  is  a ludicrous  side. 

While  waiting  for  aid,  and  trying  to  comfort  the  weeping  girls,  the 
little  boys  not  having  been  wakened,  as  after  consultation  it  was 
thought  best  not,  one  of  them  stuck  his  head  out  of  the  upper  berth  and 
cried : 

"What's  the  matter,  mamma?" 


"0,  papa ' s dead . " 

The  boy  of  ten  did  not  weep  but  with  distressed  expression  of 
countenance  lay  back  on  his  pillow.  In  a few  moments  however  he 
interrupted  his  mother  still  in  a paroxysm  of  weeping. 

"Mamma,  have  you  got  his  insurance?" 

"Yes,"  said  the  mother,  through  her  sobs. 

"That's  all  right,  but  ma'm,  you  left  it  back  there  for  no  good." 

They  were  Irish  in  tongue  and  Catholic  in  religion,  for  the  one  great 
source  of  grief  seemed  to  be  that  he  would  not  go  to  confession  before 
he  left  for  California. 

The  body  was  taken  off  at  North  Platte,  and  the  wife  went  with  it  to 
follow  on  next  train.  The  children  are  still  on  the  train,  and  at  the 
closing  of  this,  the  older  daughter  is  lying  very  ill  with  fever.  It 
having  developed  the  day  after  they  took  the  train.  The  man  evidently 
died  of  indigestion.  He  had  eaten  of  ham,  cheese,  pickles  and  drank 
incessantly  of  ice  water,  contrary  to  the  protests  of  the  others.  I saw 
the  well  daughter  eating  of  boiled  ham  in  quantity  sufficient  for  three 
laboring  men,  and  have  no  doubt  the  illness  of  the  one  lying  low  could 
be  traced  to  imprudence  in  eating.  M.B. 


EXPERIENCES  OF  AN  ALASKAN  STUDENT. 


1.  On  the  Wrong  Train. 

Many  readers  of  the  INDIAN  HELPER  have  asked  me  to  write  once  more  for 
the  paper,  some  of  my  experiences  here  in  the  states  since  I came  as  a 
student  in  1891.  In  compliance  with  this  request,  I shall  give  what  I 
think  to  convey  some  helpful  suggestions  and  caution  to  any  of  my  fellow 
students,  especially  among  the  Alaskans. 

I was  on  a sleeper  all  the  way  from  Portland,  Oregon,  to  Kansas  City, 
Missouri.  This  was  one  of  my  first  car  travels.  Although  I did  not 
know  much  about  changing  cars,  checking  baggage,  etc.,  yet  I boasted  to 
the  porter  of  being  a car  traveler  when  we  passed  through  Denver. 

Before  I got  to  Kansas  City,  the  colored  porter  kindly  helped  me  off. 
As  there  was  a close  connection,  I did  not  think  it  well  to  go  to  the 
waiting  rooms,  but  proceeded  at  once  to  the  train  to  which  the  porter 
had  pointed. 

There  were  so  many  trains  coming  and  going,  bells  ringing  and  a kind 
of  a mixed  noise,  that  my  mind  was  somewhat  disturbed  and  so  my  way  was 
lost.  Friends,  never  lose  your  minds  under  any  circumstances. 

However,  without  any  hesitation,  I boarded  a train  that  I thought  to 
be  the  one.  The  conductor  and  brakeman  were  somewhere  and  I did  not  see 
them.  Dropped  my  big  valise,  hanged  the  umbrella,  took  off  the  over 
coat,  sat  down,  wiped  the  perspiration  off  my  face  and  plunged  the  hand 
into  the  inside  coat  pocket  for  the  ticket. 

All  seemed  to  go  well.  I smiled  heartily  thinking  of  the  end  of  the 
long  journey  near  at  hand.  There  was  a bell  ringing  and  a puff  ahead 
then  a jerk  and  move  all  along.  The  brakeman  came  and  to  him  the  smiling 
traveler  politely  questioned: 

"Please,  sir,  what  time  tonight  do  we  reach  St.  Louis?" 

"Reach  St.  Louis?"  answered  the  brakeman  bluntly,  "We  are  not  going  to 
St.  Louis,  my  friend,  this  train  is  for  Topeka,  Denver  and  west  to 
California.  If  you  want  to  go  to  St.  Louis  you  had  better  get  off 
before  we  move  faster,  and  take  the  one  that  goes  east." 

Without  any  further  inquiry,  I concluded  that  I was  on  the  wrong 
train.  With  an  alertness  characteristic  of  the  Indian,  I gathered  my 
things  together  and  retraced  my  steps.  Dust  as  the  train  was  moving 
faster,  I got  off  and  when  it  increased  its  speed  and  the  last  car 
passed  out  of  sight,  the  smiling  face  faded  away.  But  after  some  hours' 
waiting  at  the  depot,  I again  resumed  the  journey  in  the  right  direction 
which  ended  in  due  time  without  further  mistake. 

EDWARD  MARSDEN. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  10  letters. 
My  1,  2 is  to  exist. 


My  3,  4,  5,  8 is  a noun  used  in  solemn  or  poetical  style. 

My  10,  7,  9 is  a well  known  domestic  animal. 

My  9,  5,  6,  2 is  thick  or  clotted  blood. 

My  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  1 , 8,  9,  10  is  what  everybody  should  strive  to 
be. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  The  Boot-legger. 


-Submitted  by  Barbara  Landis 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 
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"RE : Poem:  The  Shadows"  

Date:  Thu,  17  Apr  1997  12:59:55  -0400 
From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : *The  Shadows*  (fwd) 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

*The  Shadows* 

The  sacred  songs  of  life  and  death 
Are  upon  the  four  sacred  winds. 

The  seasons  of  life. 

The  songs  of  our  Ancestor's. 

The  shadows  of  times  gone  by. 

Ancient  customs. 

Ancient  Belief's, 

Not  all  gone. 

Mainly  forgotten. 

Or  set  aside. 

These  songs  of  our  Ancestor's. 

The  shadows  of  times  gone  by. 

Our  Elder's, 

They  sing  these  songs. 

Carrying  them 

In  their  heart,  soul  and  mind. 

Singing  them  with  pride  and  dignity. 

Singing  them  for  us. 

Those  songs 
Of  life  and  death. 

Songs  of  a culture  and  belief. 

For  we  our 
Their  children. 

Their  future. 

And  those  voices  from  the  past 
That  sing  these  songs 
They  are. 

The  shadows  of  times  gone  by. 

The  people  of  life. 

Our  tribal  elder's. 

By 


= Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra.net 
= Elko  Indian  Colony 


= Western  Shoshone  Historic  Preservation  Society  = 
= 1581  Pinenut  Circle,  Elko,  Nevada  89801 
= Phone:  (702)  738-4147  Fax:  (702)  738-7070 


"RE : Respect  Among  Natural  People"  

Date:  Wed,  5 Feb  1997  16:13:42  GMT 
From:  flattery@primeline.com  (flattery) 

Sub j : respect  among  natural  people 

Newsgroups : ape . indig. info, soc . culture. native, alt . native 

Respect  Among  Natural  People 

The  Indian  prayer  "All  My  Relations"  is  a prayer  of  respect  for  the  Hoop  of 
Life. 

Almost  everyone  believes  respect  is  a good  thing  but  few  people  have  a 
clear  idea  of  what  respect  means  or  what  respect  looks  like.  Respect  is 
not  a commodity.  Respect  is  a way  of  being.  Respect  is  in  our  chest  not 
in  our  hand.  Respect  is  for  all  of  life.  Respect  is  for  every  species  in 
the  world,  including  all  four  races.  Respect  is  for  all  our  relations. 

Respect  means  no  interruption. 

Respect  means  no  confrontation. 

Respect  means  no  accusation. 

Respect  means  no  "mocking,"  especially,  no  mocking  of  elders. 

Respect  means  no  lies  between  us. 

Respect  means  no  betrayal  of  confidence. 

Respect  means  no  "ripping  off." 

Respect  means  no  hording. 

Respect  means  no  "Lording  it  over"  someone. 

Respect  means  no  ordering  around. 

Respect  means  no  yelling  in  anger. 

Respect  means  no  bad  language. 

Respect  means  no  name  calling. 

Respect  means  controlling  yourself. 

Respect  is  focusing  on  and  dealing  in  "issues"  and  not  "personalisms." 
Respect  is  focusing  on  "what"  is  right  rather  than  "who"  is  right. 

Respect  means  owning  our  own  negativity  and  not  being  a "Blame  Shifter."  A 
"Blame  Shifter"  is  one  who  projects  on  shifts  his  own  negativity  onto 
someone  else.  This  is  the  process  of  bigotry,  war,  and  genocide. 

Respect  is  keeping  the  lines  of  communication  open  with  those  who  have  a 
different  opinion,  and  making  a sincere  attempt  to  let  them  be  heard  and 
understood . 

Respect  means  listening  until  everyone  has  been  heard  and  understood,  only 
then  is  there  a possibility  for  "Balance  and  Harmony,"  the  goal  of  Indian 
spirituality. 

Dave  Chief 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  12  Dul  97  03:31:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


UUCP  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  Duly  27-August  2 


IULAI 

(Duly) 

(Hinaiaeleele) 

27 

Laughter  is  a gift  of  life. 

28 

Music  is  the  wind  ...  captured  for  a brief  moment. 

29 

My  heart's  wings  give  flight  to  my  dreams. 

30 

The  joy  of  the  spirit  is  everlasting. 

31 

The  clouds  lie  upon  the  mountaintops  like  sleepy  children. 

AUKAKE 

(August) 

(Mahoe-mua) 

August  was  the  season  when  the  ohia  fruit  ripened  abundantly. 

1 

All  are  strangers  when  they  come  here,  until  the  spirit  of  this  land 
claims  their  hearts. 

2 

Life  is  the  only  true  magic. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Duly  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  7/3/97  2:44  PM 

From:  mcnickle@newberry.org  (McNickle  Center) 

Sub j : D'Arcy  McNickle  Ctr  25th  Anniv:  9/12,  Chicago 

D'Arcy  McNickle  Center  for  American  Indian  History 
25th  Anniversary  Conference  and  Celebration 
September  12  - 13,  1997 

On  September  12  and  13,  1997,  the  Newberry  Library  will  celebrate  the 
25th  Anniversary  of  the  D'Arcy  McNickle  Center  for  American  Indian 
History.  Founded  in  1972  to  improve  the  teaching  and  writing  of  American 
Indian  histories,  McNickle  Center  programs  have  brought  countless  people 
to  the  Newberry  Library  to  discuss  and  debate  issues  relating  to  American 
Indians.  Center  publications  have  extended  this  exchange  beyond  the  doors 
of  the  Library  to  an  even  wider  audience.  Now  after  25  years  it  seems 
appropriate  to  celebrate  the  important  role  the  Center  has  played  in  the 
development  of  American  Indian  studies  and  to  invite  you  to  the  Newberry 
Library  to  participate  in  this  special  event. 

We  will  commemorate  the  anniversary  with  an  exciting  schedule  of 
activities  designed  to  attract  a large  and  diverse  audience  of  educators, 
writers,  researchers,  and  individuals  interested  in  American  Indian 
histories  and  cultures.  Listed  as  a City  of  Chicago  Festival,  our 
anniversary  activities  will  include  song  and  dance  demonstrations,  a 
documentary  film  series,  poetry  readings,  and  an  original  performance  by 
Red  Path,  an  American  Indian  theater  company  from  Chicago.  We  will  also 
host  a buffalo  dinner  and  a two-day  conference  on  the  past,  present,  and 


future  of  American  Indian  histories.  Renowned  intellectual  and  scholar 
Vine  Deloria,  Dr.  will  deliver  the  conference's  keynote  address.  Fine  art 
galleries,  book  publishers,  educational  institutions,  and  local  and 
national  American  Indian-related  organizations  will  sponsor  displays  both 
days  of  the  celebration. 

We  will  kick  off  the  celebration  with  the  Buffalo  Feast  beginning  at  6:25 
p.m.  Friday,  September  12.  The  dinner,  featuring  traditional  and 
contemporary  Native  American  foods,  will  honor  25  long-time  supporters  of 
the  D'Arcy  McNickle  Center,  including  Vine  Deloria,  Dr.  and  the  founding 
members  of  the  Center's  national  advisory  council. 

Please  consider  this  an  invitation  to  our  25th  Anniversary  Conference  and 
Celebration.  We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  at  the  Newberry  Library. 

AGENDA 

Friday,  September  12,  1997 

9am-7pm  Exhibit  Booths  and  Documentary  Film  Series 
11:25  am  Rededication  & Blessing  of  the  Center 
12:25  pm  Welcoming  Reception 

1:25  pm  Remembering  Alfonso  Ortiz 

Raymond  Fogelson 

University  of  Chicago 
Frederick  Floxie 

The  Newberry  Library 

3:25  pm  Oral  History  of  the  D'Arcy  McNickle 

Center  for  American  Indian  History 
6:25  pm  Buffalo  Feast/Honoring  Dinner 

Saturday,  September  13,  1997 

9am-6pm  Exhibit  Booths  and  Documentary  Film  Series 
9:25  am  The  Future  of  American  Indian  Histories 
Vine  Deloria,  Dr.  (Lakota) 

University  of  Colorado 

11:25  am  Teaching  American  Indian  Histories 

Donald  Fixico  (Seminole/Creek) 

Western  Michigan  University 
Doseph  Stauss  (Damestown  Band  S'Klallam) 

University  of  Arizona 
Anne  Terry  Straus 

University  of  Chicago 

1:00  pm  American  Indian  Poetry  Readings 

1:25  pm  Writing  American  Indian  Histories 

lack  Campisi 

Red  Hook,  NY 
Peter  Iverson 

Arizona  State  University 
Mark  Trahant  (Shoshone/Bannock) 

Moscow/Pullman  Daily  News 

3:00  pm  American  Indian  Dance  Performances 

3:25  pm  Living  American  Indian  Histories 

Kathryn  Shanley  (Assiniboine/Nakota) 

Cornell  University 
Winona  Stevenson  (Cree) 

Saskatchewan  Indian  Federated  College 

7:00  pm  Ishi  and  the  Wood  Ducks:  Post  Indian  Trickster  Stories 

Red  Path  Theater  Company 
TICKETS  (price  per  person) 

Conference  Sessions 

Early  registration  by  August  1,  1997  $50/$25  student 

Regular  registration  $60/$30 

Buffalo  Feast  $75 

Red  Path  Theater  Performance  $10 

Tickets  may  be  purchased  by  personal  check,  money  order,  MasterCard, 

Visa,  or  American  Express.  There  will  be  no  refunds. 

REGISTRATION:  To  receive  a registration  form,  contact  the  McNickle  Center 
at : 


D'Arcy  McNickle  Center  for  American  Indian  History 

The  Newberry  Library 

60  West  Walton  Street 

Chicago,  IL  60610 

(312)  255-3564 

mcnickle@newberry .org 


Date:  Tue,  15  Dul  1997  19:00:58  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  "Robert  B.  Bancroft  475-2584  fax:  475-6730"  <BANCROFT. RB@al . isc . rit . edu> 
Sub j : A Summer  Gathering 

SUMMER  NATIVE  GATHERING 
1st,  2nd,  3rd,  AUGUST  1997 

Camping  available,  and  an  RV  facility  within  a mile 
Nunda,  NY,  Livingston  County 
MOLASSES  HILL  FARM 
an  organic  farm 

owned/operated  by  Melissa  and  Tim  Jacobs 
8546  Route  408 

9 miles  south  of  Mt.  Morris,  NY 

This  is  pot  latch.  Please  bring  food  for  yourselves,  some  to  share. 

Coffee,  Firehair's  chili,  specialities  of  the  house  will  be  provided.  If 
you  wish  to  make  contributions  cash  wise,  please  contact  Melissa  (our  Salt 
Mine  Lady)  at  716-468-3817  , or  on-line.  Grey  Wolf  at  his  eMail  address. 

Friday  will  be  set  up,  with  buffet  supper  served  about  7 p.m. 

Saturday  will  be  breakfast,  sight  see,  crafts,  talking,  lunch  and 
munch  — genealogy  advice  from  Firehair--bring  those  papers!!!  (no  charge, 
this  is  a freebie  weekend) — Lenchworth  State  Park  is  15  min  by  car. 

Saturday  night  supper  about  7,  with  a Fire,  thanks  for  the  many  blessings 
we  call  receive--  some  storytelling  for  the  children.  Melissa  will  update  us 
on  the  Salt  Mine  situation,  the  burial  grounds  that  are  threatened  by  the 
proposed  new  mine. 

We  will  Honor  the  Elders  who  have  chosen  to  be  with  us,  if  there  are 
special  concerns  this  would  be  the  time  to  ask  for  offerings  to  be  made  at 
the  Fire.  If  you  have  lost  friends,  family  members,  or  know  of  our  own 
People  who  have  passed,  this  is  the  time  to  put  their  names  in  the  fire,  ask 
that  they  reached  the  Spirit  World  to  find  welcoming  arms,  their  death  songs 
loudly  sung. 

Guitars,  your  other  talents  musically  are  welcome!!!  the  Stover  children 
will  be  bringing,  as  their  gift,  fireworks  for  the  kids!!!  (legal  in  NC) 

Grey  Wolf  is  a marvel  with  computers  (and  chopping  logs)  feel  free  to  ask 
his  advice. 

The  Silver  Feather  people  will  probably  be  with  us  — their  shop  is  a 45 

minute  drive,  you  might  want  to  speak  with  them  about  crafts maybe  visit 

them. 

Sunday  breakfast — cheese  grits  WILL  be  served  (converts — knew  it  could 
happen),  visiting,  more  crafts-talk,  --Shut  down  time- -whenever  everyone 
feels  they  have  to  get  "on  the  road" 

Clothes  collection  for  the  Tonawanda  and  Tuscarora  Rez-- 
if  you  have  good  items  that  can  be  of  use,  drop  them  off,  they  will  be  taken 
to  the  rez  for  distribution. 

Herb  growing  questions,  Melissa  will  try  to  help. 

DRUMS  ARE  WELCOME,  WILL  BE  FED,  BLANKET  COLLECTION  TAKEN  FOR  YOUR  GAS  $$$$$ 

If  you  wish  to  barter,  that's  fine!! 

This  is  a Traditional  Native  Gathering.  No  Drugs,  No  Alcohol,  no  fees,  just 
a down  home  visit  among  our  own  People.  ALL  ARE  WELCOME  . 

Hosted  by  the  Remnant  Nation  of  Indigenous  Tribal  People 


Date:  7:28  AM  Dul  14,  1997 
From:  montler@facstaff.cas.unt.edu 

Sub j : 32nd  Int.  Conf.  on  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages 

32  International  Conference  on  Salish  and  Neighboring  Languages 
Port  Angeles,  Washington 
August  7-9,  1997 

More  conference  information  can  be  found  at: 


http://www.cas . unt . edu/~montler/icsnl . htm 
PROGRAM 

Session  1A:  9: 30am-12: 30pm  Thursday  August  7 
Jacilee  Wray  'Native  Tribes  on  the  Olympic  Peninsula' 

Jamie  Valadez  'Videos  documenting  northwest  traditions' 

Session  IB:  9: 30am-12: 30pm  Thursday  August  7 
Judith  Berman  'George  Hunt  and  *The  social  organization  and  the 
secret  societies  of  the  Kwakiutl  Indians*' 

Henry  Zenk  'The  *Le  petit  CatPchisme  des  Indiens*,  1863:  Manuscript 
of  a Roman  Catholic  Catechism  in  Chinook  Jargon' 

Dawn  Bates  'Semantic  Roles  and  referent  tracking  in  Martha  Lamont ' s 
*Pheasant  and  Raven*' 

Toby  C.  S.  Langen  'On  the  predictability  of  Martha  Lamont ' s *Pheasant 
and  Raven*' 

Hank  Nater  'Is  Nuxalk  /-uks/  a Chinook  suffix?' 

Session  2A:  2:00pm-5:00pm  Thursday  August  7 
Bill  John  'Teaching  a native  language  in  the  public  school' 

Dave  Wells  'Museums  and  community:  language,  culture,  positive  change 
and  planning' 

Bill  Lewis  ' Intergenerational  language  transmission' 

Denny  Hertata  'How  the  Washington  state  law  promoting  native  language 
instruction,  preservation  and  revitalization  can  work  for  tribes' 

Session  2B:  2:00pm-5:00pm  Thursday  August  7 
M.  Dale  Kinkade  'Cowlitz  (Salish)  place  names' 

Pamela  M.  Brooks  'John  Peabody  Harrington's  Klallam  and  Chemakum  place 
names ' 

Susan  J.  Blake  'Another  look  at  passives  in  Sliammon  (Salish)' 

Honore  Watanabe  'Mainland  Comox  "plurals":  a working  paper' 

Richard  A.  Demers  'Negation  and  assignment  of  arguments  in  Lummi' 

Session  3A:  9: 30am-12: 30pm  Friday  August  8 
Joyce  Silverthorne  'Achieving  credentials  for  the  teaching  of  native 
language ' 

Bill  James  'The  Lummi  language  program' 

Barbara  Toywelch  'Tsimshian  language  curriculum  development  and 
teaching  strategies' 

Richard  Demers  'Linguist,  user-friendly  teaching' 

Session  3B:  9: 30am-12: 30pm  Friday  August  8 
Brent  D.  Galloway  'Nooksack  pronouns,  transitivity,  and  control' 

Tonya  N.  Stebbins  'Reanalysis  and  the  Coast  Tsimshian  lexicon' 

Mercedes  Q.  Hinkson  and  Susan  Norwood  'A  note  on  the  interaction 
between  predicate  semantics  and  lexical  suffixes' 

Paul  Kroeber  'Wh-question  particles  in  some  languages  of  the 
southern  northwest  coast' 

David  Beck  'Mosan  III:  a problem  of  remote  common  proximity' 

Session  4A:  2:00pm-5:00pm  Friday  August  8 
Bruce  Miller  'The  Skokomish  total  language  immersion  program' 

Elders'  Panel  'Protocol  for  various  cultural  events  such  as  canoe 
landings,  potlatches,  name  giving,  funerals,  etc. ’ 

Session  4B:  2:00pm-5:00pm  Friday  August  8 
Nicola  J.  Bessell  ’ St ’ ?t ’ imcets  vowels  and  consonants:  a phonetic  study' 
Henry  Davis,  I-Ju  Sandra  Lai  and  Lisa  Matthewson  'Cedar  roots  and 
singing  detectives:  attributive  modification  in  Salish  and  English' 
Anthony  Mattina  and  Sarah  Peterson  'Diminutives  in  Colville-Okanagan ' 
Nancy  Mattina  'Moses-Columbia  imperative  constructions:  a working  paper' 
Sarah  Thomason  'Plurals  and  transitivity  in  Montana  Salish' 

Session  5:  9:00am-Noon  Saturday  August  9 
Business  meeting  and  Late  papers 

Panel  discussion  'The  role  of  linguists  and  native  language  teachers 
in  the  preservation,  instruction,  and  revitalization  of  native  languages' 
Helen  Harrison  '"Qatawas"  documentary  film' 


Date:  Sat,  19  Jul  1997  11:19:50  -0500 

From:  Grand  Master  Peter  Ticali  <oldlion@idt . net> 

Sub j : Seton  Falls  Pow-Wow  Bronx.  N.Y. 


DULY  26th  Seton  Falls  Pow-Wow  Bronx.  N.Y. 

All  are  welcome,  come  and  help  those  of  The  Native  American  Warrior 
Society,  BlackHawk  Band  save  the  rich  heritage  and  beauty  of  Seton 
Falls  Park.  Once  again  our  land  is  falling  victem  to  those  who  would 
destroy  it  for  profits.  The  Seton  Falls  preservation  Coalition  needs 
your  help  and  support.  Support  our  Pow-Wow,  by  dancing,  singing, 
vending... or  just  being  there.  Let  us  not  sit  idle  while  our  homeland  is 
plundered  again... let  us  stand  show  we  care! 
venders.  Dancers,  Drummers,  all  are  welcome</b> 
for  information  mail  at  "oldlion@mail.idt.net 


Date:  17  Dul  1997  15:11:28  -0400 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Sub j : Native  Events 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

These  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native 
Events  Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


Miller's  Tree  Farm  Powwow 
9/22/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Idaville,  Indiana 
(near  Monticello, In . ) 

Ben if it  powwow 

collected  items  for  Pine  Ridge 
Info: (219)278-7021  or(219)278-7584 


Spirit  of  Peace 
8/3/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
Aug  1-3 

Crown  City  Powwow 
Dunkirk  city  Park 
Dunkirk,  Indiana 
Info: (219)459-2112 
or(219)483-4700 


The  Dreaming  Beauty 
8/3/1997 

State:  ON  Country:  Canada  Type:  Other 

The  Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre's  Native  Theatre  School 
presents  The  Dreaming  Beauty 
by  Daniel  David  Moses 
Toronto,  Ontario  - 

The  Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre  is  pleased  to  present  it's  1997  Native 
Theatre  School  production  of  Daniel  David  Moses'  award  winning  play 
The  Dreaming  Beauty  at  The  Factory  Theatre  (125  Bathurst  Street).  The 
Toronto  based  company  is  considered  by  many  as  North  America's  leading 
Aboriginal  Theatre  training  centre  in  support  of  actors,  playwrights, 
directors  and  technical  and  administrative  professionals. 

Over  the  23  years  of  the  Native  Theatre  School's  existence,  the  program 
has  produced  more  working  Aboriginal  actors  then  any  other  institution  in 
North  America. 

This  year  the  Native  Theatre  School  is  featuring  the  talents  of  such 
artists  as  Krystal  Cook  (Alert  Bay,  British  Columbia),  Karyn  Drane  (Sturgeon 
Lake,  Saskatchewan),  Kimberly  Flalcrow  (Norway  Flouse,  Manitoba),  Lucie  Idlout 
(Iqaluit,  Nunavut  a.k.a.  Northwest  Territories),  Lori  New  Breast  (Heart 


Butte,  Montana),  Narsiesse  Wayne  Paul  (Adams  Lake,  British  Columbia). 

Directed  by  The  Centre  for  Indigenous  Theatre's  Artistic  Director 
Carol  Greyeyes  (Heart  Of  A Distant  Tribe  - director.  Only  Drunks  And 
Children  Tell  The  Truth  (Dora  Nomination),  Baby  Blues,  Sixty  Below,  Romeo  & 
Duliet,  ENG,  Blue  Hawk  - actor). 

Preview:  Duly  31,  1997  - 8:00pm 
Run:  August  1 & 2,  1997  - 8:00pm 

August  3,  1997  - 2:30pm 
Tickets:  $10.00 
Reservations : 

(416)  506-9436 

Contact:  Robert  Scott  at  (416)  506-9436  or  cit@interlog.com 
for  more  information  on  the  show  or  students  and  interviews. 


Red  Hawk  American  Indian  Traditional  Pow  wow 
8/10/1997 

State:  OH  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Presented  by  Red  Hawk  American  Indian  Cultural  Society 
August  9-10,1997 
Willow  Ranch 

Rt.  422-  Coitsville,  Ohio 
Host  drum:  Red  circle 
other  drums  welcome 

for  more  info:  Tony  Harding  (330)  782-8982 
email  : Harding6@juno.com 

vendors  by  invitation  only  Donna  Wynn  (330)  534-0424 


Gathering  of  the  People  Festival  and  Inter-Tribal  Powwow 
9/21/1997 

State:  PA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

September  19,20,21,  1997 
host  drum:  Two  Feather  Singers 

Guest  Drummers  Invited  (please  call  sunrise  first) 

18  miles  east  of  State  college 
5 miles  east  of  Centre  Hall  on  Rt.  192 

Email:  pennscave@compuserve.com 
Penns  cave:  814-364-1664 
Sunrise  Promotions:  717-566-9644 
http://www.pennscave.com/ 


Gathering  of  the  People 
9/1/1997 

State:  PA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

1st  Annual  Labor  Day  Weekend  Inter-Tribal  Pow  wow 

August  29-31  and  September  1,  1997 

Open  to  public  free  admission 

Master  of  Ceremonies:  Robert  Stray  Wolf 

Host  Drum:  Two  Feather  Singers 

1st  Guest  drum:  TBA 

Located  on  City  Island,  during  the  Kipona  Celebration 

Harrisburg  PA 

Stray  wolf  (717)995-5117 

Michelle  Darkstar  (717)  566-9644 


1997  Invitational  Native  American  Pow  Wow  - Coburg  Oregon 
7/18/1997 

State:  OR  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

The  1997  Invitational  Native  American  Pow  Wow  is  conjunction  with  the  Annual 
Coburg  Golden  Years  event.  Old  time  fiddlers  jamboree.  Story  tellers,  Indian 
encampment,  pony  rides,  BBQ  and  childens  events.  Featured  at  the  Pow  Wow 


this  yean  is  the  AZTEC  dancers  doing  a fine  dance. 
Schedule/Information : 

Head  Staff 

Me  - Don  Moccasin  ( Assiniboine) 

Area  Director  - Paul  Whitehead 
Crafts  - Dorothy  Young  (541)  688-7946 
Golden  Years  - Dim  Lockard  ( 541) 

484-6488 

Drums:  Eagle  Valley,  Spirit  Hawk,  and  others 
Friday  warmups  at  6pm 
Saturday  Grand  Entry  at  1 and  6 pm 
Sunday  Grand  Entry  at  noon 

fees : 

booth(10xl5)  $75/double  space  $125  all  3 days  $35  more  after  5/15/97. 
Booths  set  by  Thursday  7/17/97  3-10pm 
security:24  hours 

Information  and  invitational  application  & fees  to  Dorothy  Young, 

PO  Box  40685,  Eugene  Oregon  97404,  Dim  Lockard  (541)  484-6488 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Mohawk  Nation  News  Service,  Firehair, 
Dave  Chief  via  Elaine  Flattery,  Diane  Way/Ableza  via  3ohn  Berry,  Tusweca, 
Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Bob  Dorman  via  Ishgooda, 
Mike  Twohorse,  Gonzale,  Larry  Innes,  Danet  Smith,  Dohn  Berry,  Ishgooda, 
Larry  Kibby,  Barbara  Landis,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Nicholas  Wilson, 

Alice  McCombs,  Mexico  Peace,  Cecilia  Rodriguez 
-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE:  Conferences  and  Powwows  - online"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Duly  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  already  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  17  Dul  1997  11:16:07  +0000 

From:  ige@igc.apc.org  (Institute  for  Global  Education) 

Sub j : Third  W.  Mich.  Conference  on  the  Americas  (11  October) 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

CALL  FOR  PRESENTATIONS  AND  PAPERS 

Grand  Valley  State  University  and  the  Latin  American  Studies  Program 
invites  your  participation  in... 

THE  THIRD  WEST  MICHIGAN  CONFERENCE  ON  THE  AMERICAS 
"Imagining  the  Americas:  Literature,  Culture  and  the  Arts" 

Time  and  Place:  Saturday,  October  11,  1997,  Eberhard  Center,  301  W. 
Fulton,  in  downtown  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 

The  identities  of  Latino  and  Indigenous  peoples  are  imagined  in  the 
form  of  literature,  culture  and  the  arts.  This  conference  explores 
the  many  ways  such  identities,  values,  and  images  are  created, 
maintained,  imposed,  and  reflected  by  aesthetic  means-in  West 
Michigan,  North  America,  and  throughout  Latin  America.  Across  the 


community,  local  activists,  teachers  and  academics,  students, 
community  organizations  and  leaders  can  interact  in  a stimulating  and 
useful  way,  exploring  the  links  between  art,  culture,  institutions, 
and  interests  at  all  levels. 

TRANSFORM  ACTIVISM  AND  IDEAS  INTO  A MESSAGE  FOR  THE  COMMUNITY. . . 

Featuring  keynote  speaker/performer  lose  Cuellar  "Dr.  Loco"  (Ph.D.) 
and  members  of  his  "The  Rocking  lalapeno  Band" 

Dr.  Cuellar  is  Performer,  Anthropologist,  and  Lecturer  on  Chicano 
Studies.  Get  ready  for  an  interactive,  musical,  learning 
experience. . . 

Other  special  events  planned:  Performing  Arts  Festival,  Film 
Festival,  Panels  and  Presentations,  Poster  Sessions,  Art  Display  and 
Student  Poetry  Competition,  Gran  Baile,  and  more!!! 

The  Program  Committee  welcomes  contributions  related  to  the  following 
themes : 

+ Art,  Ethnic  Identity,  and  Response  to  Politics 
+ Translating  Cultures 
+ Indigenous  Culture/Native  Americans 
+ Classroom  Art/Poetry/Story  and  its  Use 
+ Immigrant  Experiences 
+ World  view  and  Religion 

+ Cultural  Preservation;  Heritage  and  Artifact 
+ Latina  Culture 
+ Encounter  Day  (Columbus  Day) 

If  you  have  an  idea,  propose  wither  a single  presentation  (15 
minutes)  or  a whole  session  (75  minutes).  We  encourage  various 
formats:  reading  papers,  panel  discussions,  collaborative/audience 
involvement,  film/slide  showings,  or  performance.  Students  are 
encouraged  to  participate!  Please  contact  Russell  Rhoads  at  (616) 

385-9929  (e-mail : f94kc01@kzoo . edu ) or  Walter  Foote  at  (616)  895-3686 
(e-mail:  footew@gvsu.edu),  or  submit  a written  description  of  your 
proposed  participation.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  by 
SEPTEMBER  1,  1997. 

Sponsored  by:  Grand  Valley  State  University,  Latin  American  Studies 
Program  (GVSU),  Latino  Student  Union  (GVSU),  Office  of  Minority 
Affairs  (GVSU),  Kalamazoo  College  Latin  American  Studies  Program, 

Institute  for  Global  Education 

Send  correspondence  to:  Americas  Conference  97,  Latin  American 
Studies  Program,  Grand  Valley  State  University,  Allendale,  Michigan 
49401 

Submitted  by:  Cliff  Alles-Curie,  Indigenous  Issues  Working  Group/ 

Institute  for  Global  Education  (IGE).  Please  contact  me  at  IGE 
(616/454-1642)  or  e-mail  me  at:  ac . jazz@lol . shareworld . com 

- — "RE:  Bear  Lincoln  Murder  Case"  - 

Date:  Thu,  3 Dul  1997  17:10:09  -0700 
From:  nwilson@mcn.org  (Nicholas  Wilson) 

Sub j : Bear  Lincoln  murder  case  update 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

^BACKGROUND 

Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln  is  a Wailaki  Indian  on  trial  for  capital  murder  of  a 
Mendocino  County  Sheriff's  deputy  on  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation  on 
April  14,  1995.  Lincoln  says  he  and  his  friend  Leonard  "Acorn"  Peters  were 
ambushed  by  deputies.  The  slain  deputy  had  just  killed  Acorn  Peters, 
mistaking  him  for  his  brother  who  was  a suspect  in  another  killing  on  the 
reservation  earlier  that  evening.  Lincoln  turned  himself  in  to  authorities 
at  his  lawyer's  office  in  San  Francisco  after  avoiding  capture  for  four 
months  despite  a $100,000  reward  offered  by  Gov.  Pete  Wilson  and  being 
featured  on  America's  Most  Wanted.  Lincoln  claims  he  fired  only  in 
self-defense. 


Bear  Lincoln  Case  Update 
by  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn.org> 

Duly  3,  1997 

+ Attorney  General  to  investigate  jury  tampering  charges 
+ Dudge  orders  some  court  proceedings  closed  to  press  and  public 
+ Change  of  venue  motion  revived  by  defense 

+ Prosecution  ordered  to  return  mysterious  cassette  tape  to  defense 
+ Lincoln  fired  in  self-defense,  defense  document  says 
+ Gathering  for  Dustice  Duly  19-21  to  feature  AIM  leader  Dennis  Banks 
UKIAH  --  In  a Duly  2 court  hearing  in  the  Bear  Lincoln  murder  case, 
prosecutor  Aaron  Williams  told  Dudge  Dohn  Golden  that  the  California 
Attorney  General's  office  will  investigate  the  allegations  of  jury 
tampering  by  Correctional  Officer  Brandon  Van  Camp,  which  stunned  everyone 
in  the  courtroom  Dune  23.  Defense  attorney  Tony  Serra  demanded  to  know  the 
name  of  the  responsible  person  in  the  AG's  office  and  when  the 
investigation  will  begin.  Serra  said  the  investigation  needs  to  happen 
immediately  while  events  are  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  participants,  and 
said  that  without  pressure,  the  AG  would  delay  and  "sweep  it  under  the  rug." 

The  judge  ordered  that  next  Monday  at  8:30  someone  from  the  AG's  office  or 
the  DA's  office  appear  who  can  authoritatively  identify  the  person  in 
charge  of  the  investigation  and  when  it  will  begin.  He  also  said  that  the 
scope  of  the  investigation  will  include  all  the  allegations  by  potential 
juror  Harry  Rothman  and  all  the  issues  raised  in  a paper  filed  by  the 
Lincoln  defense.  It  was  Rothman  who  told  the  stunned  court  last  week  that 
Deputy  Van  Camp  told  him  in  the  hallway  that  Lincoln  had  confessed  to  the 
crime  (which  is  untrue).  Rothman  also  said  that  a friend  of  his  told  him 
about  conversations  with  a defense  jury  consultant  about  defense  theories 
of  the  case,  including  the  "friendly  fire  theory"  that  Deputy  Davis  was 
killed  by  a bullet  fired  by  Deputy  Miller. 

Deputy  Van  Camp,  dressed  in  civilian  clothes,  appeared  in  court  Dune  26 
under  subpoena  to  answer  questions  about  his  alleged  statements  to  Rothman. 
The  Lincoln  defense  team  had  filed  papers  demanding  to  find  out  whether  Van 
Camp  said  things  to  other  potential  jurors,  whether  he  was  acting  under  the 
direction  of  any  higher  up  or  in  collusion  with  other  deputies,  and 
demanding  that  he  be  prosecuted  for  felony  jury  tampering  if  investigation 
warranted.  The  defense  also  filed  an  affidavit  by  defense  attorney  Diana 
Samuelson  accusing  Van  Camp  of  taking  advantage  of  the  crowded  conditions 
in  the  courtroom  Dune  23  to  sit  very  close  to  the  defense  counsel  table, 
and  to  attempt  to  overhear  and  observe  defense  attorney  consultations  with 
each  other  and  with  Lincoln. 

Because  Van  Camp  may  be  subject  to  criminal  prosecution,  Dudge  Golden  would 
not  allow  him  to  be  questioned  immediately  by  the  Lincoln  defense  team. 

Santa  Rosa  attorney  Dohn  Shields  was  present  to  represent  Van  Camp,  and  he 
said  he  knew  what  the  deputy  would  testify,  and  felt  "confident  there  is  no 
cause  for  criminal  charges."  He  said  Van  Camp  was  prepared  to  testify  and 
wanted  to  clear  the  air. 

Williams  said  the  DA's  office  was  prepared  to  look  into  the  question  of  who 
would  investigate  the  charges  and  possibly  prosecute  Van  Camp,  but  the 
Lincoln  defense  charged  there  was  an  obvious  conflict  of  interest.  The 
judge  ordered  Williams  to  report  back  Duly  2 on  the  issue  of  who  should 
investigate,  and  suggested  the  AG  might  be  called  in.  Williams  reported 
that  the  AG  would  indeed  take  over  the  investigation.  Van  Camp  was  ordered 
to  return  for  possible  questioning  Duly  11. 

*DUDGE  ORDERS  SOME  HEARINGS  CLOSED  TO  PUBLIC  AND  PRESS 

When  court  convened  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  Duly  1,  Dudge  Golden  told 
counsel  that,  over  previous  objections  of  both  defense  and  prosecution,  he 
has  ordered  that  future  hearings  on  whether  certain  evidence  is  admissible 
in  the  trial  will  be  closed  to  press  and  public,  and  documents  and 
transcripts  related  to  those  proceedings  will  be  sealed  from  public 
inspection.  Serra  renewed  his  objection  on  the  basis  of  the  First  and  Sixth 
Amendments . 

In  his  order,  the  judge  explained  that  due  to  the  high  profile  of  the  case 
in  the  local  media,  evidence  which  he  ruled  inadmissible  reached  some 
members  of  the  jury  panel  through  headlines,  resulting  in  several  being 


excused  after  they  said  they  could  not  put  the  information  out  of  their 
minds  and  reach  a verdict  based  only  on  the  evidence  presented  in  court 
during  the  trial. 

In  giving  the  justification  for  the  order,  Dudge  Golden  wrote  that  the 
interests  of  the  prosecution  and  defense  in  a completely  open  and  public 
trial  are  outweighed  by  the  court's  interest  in  providing  a fair  trial 
before  an  unbiased  jury.  He  ruled  out  such  extreme  alternative  measures  as 
sequestering  the  12  jurors  and  6 alternates  for  the  duration  of  the 
four-month  trial  as  being  too  much  of  a burden  on  the  jurors  and  on  the 
court.  He  also  wrote  that  the  defense  had  ruled  out  another  alternative  by 
withdrawing  its  motion  for  a venue  change.  It  appears  the  defense  took  that 
statement  as  a cue  to  revive  its  effort  to  move  the  trial  to  another  county. 

^DEFENSE  RENEWS  CHANGE  OF  VENUE  MOTION 

Hours  after  Golden's  order  was  made  known,  attorney  Samuelson  filed  papers 
to  renew  the  motion  for  change  of  venue.  Because  of  the  total  gag  order, 
the  attorneys  are  unable  to  comment  on  what's  happening  in  the  case  or  why, 
but  it  appears  that  the  order  closing  some  of  the  hearings  was  the  last 
straw  for  the  defense,  coming  after  the  jury  tampering  shocker  of  last 
week,  the  gag  order,  and  also  reflecting  how  difficult  and  slow  it  has  been 
trying  to  choose  a jury. 

Individual  jury  candidate  questioning  resumed  Monday  (Dune  30)  and  will 
continue  for  two  to  three  more  weeks,  or  until  about  35  additional  members 
of  the  jury  panel  are  qualified.  Nearly  40  out  of  the  previously  qualified 
panel  of  89  were  excused  last  week  based  on  new  information  they  had 
learned  about  the  case  through  the  media  or  overhearing  conversations  of 
others,  or  second  thoughts  about  whether  they  could  consider  imposing  the 
death  penalty. 

^MYSTERIOUS  RECORDING  ORDERED  RETURNED  TO  DE30NG 

In  yet  another  bizarre  development,  the  prosecution  a few  weeks  ago 
obtained  a cassette  recording  of  defense  attorney  Philip  Delong,  apparently 
either  giving  dictation  or  speaking  to  someone  in  his  office  about  the 
Lincoln  case.  Prosecutor  Williams  filed  a motion  asking  the  judge  to  listen 
to  the  tape  and  determine  if  it  contained  information  which  should  be 
turned  over  to  the  prosecution.  The  prosecution  said  it  got  the  tape  when  a 
Round  Valley  resident  named  Doug  Hutt  approached  a prosecution  investigator 
and  said  he  got  the  tape  from  an  unnamed  person  who  offered  to  sell  it  to 
him  for  $15.  The  investigator  wrote  in  a sworn  affidavit  that  when  he  began 
to  listen  to  the  tape  and  recognized  Delong's  voice,  he  immediately  stopped 
the  tape. 

In  a hearing  on  the  motion  Dune  26,  DeDong  stated  that  he  had  never 
released  any  recording  of  his  voice  to  anyone,  and  the  only  way  it  could 
have  been  obtained  was  by  burglarizing  or  bugging  his  office.  He  vehemently 
objected  to  the  prosecution  claiming  any  right  to  the  fruits  of  a felony 
crime,  and  argued  the  prosecution  had  received  stolen  property.  Williams 
responded  that  the  prosecution  had  done  nothing  illegal,  and  had  done  the 
honorable  thing  in  asking  the  court  whether  the  prosecution  could  hear  the 
rest  of  the  tape.  Dudge  Golden  agreed  with  the  defense  and  ordered  the 
prosecution  to  turn  the  tape  over  to  DeDong  "forthwith." 

^DEFENSE  CASE  SUMMARY  FILED 

On  Dune  18  the  defense  filed  with  the  court  a required  brief  summary  of  the 
case.  It  states:  that  the  deputies  began  shooting  without  warning  or 
identifying  themselves  the  night  of  April  14,  1995,  killing  Bear  Lincoln's 
lifelong  friend  Acorn  Peters,  who  never  fired  the  rifle  he  was  carrying. 

After  a brief  interval  the  deputies  fired  at  Bear  Lincoln  who  was  some 
distance  down  the  road.  Lincoln  "fired  back  in  self-defense  and  fled  the 
scene . " 

"The  defense  asserts  that  (1)  Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  provoke  this  incident 
in  any  manner,  (2)  the  prosecut 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Innu-L,  NAT-FILM  & Native-L 
lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  Fleadwaters  News; 
Newsgroups:  soc . rights . human, alt . native, soc . culture. native;  UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"You  who  are  so  wise  must  know  that  different  nations  have  different 
conceptions  of  things.  You  will  not  therefore  take  it  amiss  if  our 
ideas  of  the  white  man's  education  happen  not  to  be  the  same  as  yours. 

We  have  had  some  experience  of  it." 

"Several  of  our  young  people  were  brought  up  in  your  colleges.  They 
were  instructed  in  all  your  sciences;  but  when  they  came  back  to  us 
they  were  bad  runners,  ignorant  of  every  means  of  living  in  the  woods, 
unable  to  bear  either  cold  or  hunger.  They  didn't  know  how  to  build 
a cabin,  take  a deer,  or  kill  an  enemy.  They  spoke  our  language 
imperfectly. " 

"They  were  therefore  unfit  to  be  hunters,  warriors,  or  counsellors; 
they  were  good  for  nothing." 


"We  are,  however,  not  the  less  obliged  for  your  kind  offer,  though 
we  decline  accepting  it.  To  show  our  gratefulness,  if  the  gentlemen 
of  Virginia  shall  send  us  a dozen  of  their  sons,  we  will  take  great 
care  with  their  education,  instruct  them  in  all  we  know,  and  make 
men  of  them. " 

Canassatego  (at  the  Treaty  of  Lancaster) 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

My  wife  and  I continue  our  journey.  We  have  enjoyed  our  visit  here  in 
South  Dakota. 

Hoe  Chasing  Horse  of  the  Oglala  Lakota  spent  the  past  week  at 
Big  Mountain  as  intercessor  for  the  annual  Sun  Dance  for  the  Dineh  people 
He  had  been  denied  a permit  to  hold  the  Sun  Dance  by  the  Hopi  Council 
who  holds  this  land.  Four  Hopi  Elders  went  to  the  Hopi  Council  and 
told  them  they  didn't  support  the  denial. 

The  Hopi  Council  faxed  Doe  an  offer  to  "allow"  him  to  have  the 
Sun  Dance  if  he  would  sign  a statement  (part  of  the  fax)  agreeing  to 
stop  commenting  about  the  Big  Mountain  issue  on  the  Internet. 

He  held  the  paper  high  for  all  the  people  to  see  and  said,  "They  sent 
this  for  a paper  chief  to  sign.  I'm  not  a paper  chief  and  I'm  not  signing 

The  Sun  Dance  was  held  without  permit.  One  Hopi  Ranger  was  sent  and 
he  was  disarmed  by  Security  at  the  Gate. 

I am  disheartened  to  learn  of  a telemarketer.  The  Native  American 
Heritage  Association  operating  out  of  the  Sacred  Black  Hills,  calling 
throughout  the  world,  pleading  for  funds  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Lakota 
People.  The  owner  has  a fine  palatial  home  in  Europe  and  his  company 
spends  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  phoning  potential  donors.  From  what 
Lakota  elders  tell  me,  the  only  thing  that  is  true  about  this  groups' 
spiel  is  that  most  Lakota  in  this  area  are  in  need. 

According  to  Indian  Country  Today,  this  company  received  donations  of 
nearly  $3.5  million  dollars  in  the  past  year,  yet  only  about  $78,000 
(2  1/4%  of  the  donations)  were  actually  donated  "for  grants  to  American 
Indians  for  food,  housing,  child  care  and  winterization  programs." 

$1.3  million  went  to  "fundraising"  and  about  $1.1  million  was  reported  as 
phone  operators'  salaries.  A little  arithmetic  reveals  a gaping 
hole  of  $1  million  unaccounted  for.  That  kind  of  money  could  build 
and  maintain  a nice  home  in  Europe. 

There's  no  information  as  yet  to  indicate  that  even  the  operators 
hired  by  this  company  are  Lakota  themselves,  thus  only  that  miserly 
2 1/4  percent  of  donations  sent  by  concerned  and  trusting  people 
may  have  reached  those  in  need  either  by  donation  or  pay  for  services 
rendered  (remember  please  that  Lakota  unemployment  is  in  the 
70-80%  range,  so  even  providing  jobs  would  have  been  a service). 

This  is  not  the  first  such  scam  by  these  people.  There's  more 
information  about  their  past  activities  in  Indian  Country  Today  -- 
LOTS  more.  There  are  reputable  organizations  and  individuals  that 
seek  to  meet  the  needs  of  Native  People.  This  organization  does 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


not  appear  to  be  one  of  them. 


Paula  Giese,  a teacher  and  friend  to  all  who  would  be  friend,  has  crossed 
over.  This  is  a great  loss.  Please  go  to  the  following  URL  for  more  on 
this  leader. 

http: //hanks ville . phast . umass.edu/misc/ indices/paula . html> 

Sonja  Keohane  <sonjakeo@pond . com>  sends  the  following  news: 

Sub j : NM  Pueblos  want  bison 

Good  to  see  some  more  interest  in  the  bison  issue  from  another  area 
of  the  country.  Seems  as  if  the  ITBC  may  be  getting  somewhere  with  its 
push  to  have  the  bison  be  taken  by  Indian  People  and  new  herds  developed  on 
reservations.  Ted  Turner  who  runs  the  largest  herd  of  privately  owned 
bison  has  many  of  them  on  a ranch  in  New  Mexico, 
http : //www . bigskywire . com/ gazette/wednesday/region/reg010 . htm 
Prepared  for  the  Web:  Tuesday,  Duly  22,  1997,  5:58:09  PM 
N.  Mexico  pueblos  join  fight  against  bison  killing 
SAN  DUAN  PUEBLO,  N.M.  (AP)  - Five  Indian  pueblos  in  northern  New  Mexico 
have  joined  a fight  to  protect  buffalo  near  Yellowstone  National  Park  from 
slaughter  next  winter. 

"It  hurts  to  see  animals  die  like  that  when  we're  trying  to  bring  them 
back  to  the  reservation, " said  Joseph  Martinez,  a member  of  the  San  Juan 
Pueblo. 

Last  winter,  about  1,100  buffalo  were  either  shot  as  they  left  the  park 
in  search  of  food  or  were  captured  and  shipped  to  slaughter.  About  900  more 
died  of  harsh  winter  conditions.  That  left  about  1,500  bison  alive  in  the 
park. 

Martinez  said  he  would  like  to  adopt  some  of  the  at-risk  Yellowstone 
buffalo  to  expand  San  Juan  Pueblo's  herd. 

The  pueblo,  a member  of  the  41-tribe  Inter-Tribal  Bison  Cooperative,  has 
15  buffalo  that  roam  a 40-acre,  fenced-in  pasture.  Picuris,  Taos,  Nambe 
and  Pojoaque  pueblos  also  belong  to  the  cooperative. 

Early  this  month,  the  cooperative  and  environmental  groups  filed  a lawsuit 
seeking  to  force  federal  officials  to  re-examine  their  bison  management 
plan . 

The  killing  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  and  the  National  Park 
Service  was  done  under  an  interim  management  plan  designed  to  contain 
brucellosis,  which  causes  pregnant  cattle  to  abort  calves  and  can  cause 
undulant  fever  in  humans. 

Montana's  ranching  industry  spent  millions  of  dollars  to  eradicate  the 
bacteria  from  state  cattle.  The  U.S.  Agriculture  Department  has  threatened 
to  revoke  Montana's  brucellosis-f ree  certification  if  bison  are  allowed  to 
wander  into  Montana. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 
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"RE : MSU  Brucellosis  Symposium"  

Date:  Fri,  25  lul  1997  11:06:14  -0400 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <son jakeo@pond . com> 

Sub j : MSU  Brucellosis  symposium 

UUCP  email 

Hello  all, 

I am  hopeful,  can't  live  without  it... but  we  shall  see  if  this 
study  brings  light  to  the  issue  or  just  more  darkness.... 

http: //www. bigskywire. com/gazette/f riday/region/reg024. htm 

prepared  for  the  Web:  Thursday,  Duly  24,  1997,  10:41:03  PM 

Brucellosis  discussion  turns  to  science  at  MSU 

By  10E  KOLMAN 

Gazette  Bozeman  Bureau 

The  Billings  Gazette 

BOZEMAN  - With  summer  in  full  swing,  the  debate  over  Yellowstone  National 
Park  bison  has  moved  from  blood-stained  fields  of  snow  and  slaughterhouses 
into  classrooms  equipped  with  overhead  projectors. 

Summer  is  for  science,  which,  when  the  emotion  over  killing  a national 
icon  like  the  bison  is  stripped  away,  is  a large  part  of  the  controversy. 

On  Thursday  at  Montana  State  University,  the  National  Research  Council 
opened  the  first  of  two  meetings  to  be  held  this  summer  to  examine  the 
scientific  issues  around  the  transmission  of  brucellosis. 

About  250  scientists  and  others  interested  in  brucellosis  gathered  here 
last  month  for  a symposium  sponsored  by  MSU  and  the  Wildlife  Society. 

Brucellosis  is  a disease  carried  by  some  elk  and  bison  that  can  cause  cows 
to  abort  their  calves.  Livestock  producers  have  worked  to  eradicate  it  from 
their  herds,  but  some  worry  that  wildlife,  mostly  bison  wandering  out  of 
the  park,  could  infect  their  cattle. 

Past  management  has  centered  on  killing  the  bison  that  leave  the  park 
looking  for  food  in  the  winter. 

This  week's  meeting  at  MSU  is  part  of  a six-month,  $200,000  study  requested 
by  the  Department  of  Interior,  which  oversees  the  national  park  system. 
Although  the  government  funds  the  study.  National  Research  Council  project 
director  Lee  Paulson  said  the  findings  of  the  nonprofit  group  are 
independent . 

The  conference  concludes  today  with  a public  comment  period  scheduled  from 
1:30  p.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  in  room  108  of  Reid  Hall. 

The  two  principal  investigators,  who  will  issue  their  findings  in  November, 
are  Norman  Cheville  and  Dale  McCullough.  Cheville  chairs  the  department  of 
veterinary  pathology  at  Iowa  State  University  and  McCullough  is  a professor 
of  wildlife  biology  at  University  of  California  at  Berkeley. 

Issues  explored  include  the  prevalence  of  brucellosis  in  bison,  factors 
that  determine  the  risk  of  transmission  between  bison  and  cattle  and  the 
safety  and  effectiveness  of  existing  vaccines. 

Although  federal  and  state  officials  worked  out  a plan  last  month  that 
calls  for  regulating  park  bison  by  a combination  of  capture  and  slaughter, 
public  hunting  and  distribution  of  live  bison  to  Indian  tribes,  Paulson 
said  the  council's  findings  should  be  a contributing  factor  in  future 


decisions . 

The  council  has  scheduled  a second  meeting  for  Aug.  4 at  the  National 
Museum  of  Wildlife  Art  in  Dackson,  Wyo. 

— "RE:  Big  Mountain  Supporter  Report"  

Date:  Fri,  25  lul  1997  11:30:42  -0800 
From:  redorman@plix.com  (Dorman,  Robert  ) 

Sub  j : Big  Mt.  Supporter  Report 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

The  following  is  a report  from  my  friend,  Swaneagle,  who  has  recently 
returned  from  her  support  activities  at  Big  Mountain.  She  will  be  going 
back  in  about  another  week. 

MULTI-NATIONALS,  WHITE  SUPREMACY  AND  CONTINUING  GENOCIDE  AT  BIG  MOUNTAIN 
IN  DINETAH 

The  high  desert  of  northeastern  Arizona  was  vibrantly  lush  this  spring 
following  a winter  blessed  with  drought  breaking  snows.  The  remote  hogan 
of  Dineh  Grandmother  and  Resistance  Leader  Pauline  Whitesinger  had  an  air 
of  divine  protection  surrounding  it  in  late  April  as  I prepared  to  pack 
and  depart.  The  sage,  juniper  and  pinion  glistened  against  the  rich  red- 
earth damp  from  rains  the  previous  day.  Never  had  I seen  such  moist 
intensity  as  in  the  colors  spread  across  the  expanse  of  Big  Mountain's 
arid  vegetation.  It  occurred  to  me  that  the  ceremonies  Pauline  hold  to 
protect  her  family,  livestock,  land  and  supporters  from  harassment  by  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  police  and  officials  had  also  ensured  the  snows 
and  rains  giving  this  sacred  land  hopeful  vitality. 

In  the  nearly  three  months  I spent  with  Pauline,  she  was  free  from  BIA 
harassment  though  not  from  anxiety  produced  by  threats  of  forced  removal 
that  accompanied  the  most  recent  deadline  of  March  31,1997.  Dineh 
resisters  had  been  told  that  if  they  did  not  sign  the  Accommodation 
Agreement  giving  these  semi-nomadic  people  three  acres,  one  horse,  one 
cow,  and  three  sheep  and  three  goats  for  75  years  not  to  be  passed  on  to 
the  their  children,  they  would  face  US  MARSHALS  AND  HOPI  TRIBAL 
PARAMILITARY  POLICE. 

Due  to  the  renewed  interest  in  this  crucial  issue  that  brought  many 
dozens  of  supporters  to  the  land,  the  wonders  of  internet  communications 
and  some  media  attention,  the  military  menace  never  materialized.  What  did 
happen  was  that  Hopi  Tribal  Chairman,  Ferrall  Secakuku,  along  with  a BIA 
police  escort  drove  to  homes  of  a number  of  resisters  pressuring  them  to 
sign  the  notorious  agreement.  The  scanner  we  had  in  Pauline's  hogan 
allowed  us  to  hear  what  families  were  being  targeted-  It  was  frightening 
wondering  if  Pauline  would  be  next.  She  assured  me  regularly  that  the 
Ceremonies  brought  protection. 

Though  no  blanket  policy  outlawing  non  Indian  support  for  resisters  has 
been  implemented,  a number  of  supporters  were  driven  off  the  places  of  the 
Dineh  people  being  helped.  The  BIA  police  succeeded  in  intimidating  about 
three  non  Indians  who  didn't  realize  such  cooperation  was  not  necessary. 

One  Dineh  family  not  only  had  their  supporter  escorted  off  the  reservation, 
but  the  BIA  police  barged  into  their  home  unannounced  and  confiscated  a . 

22  rifle  in  the  corner  of  their  home  used  to  keep  coyotes  away  from  their 
sheep.  This  family  declined  another  supporter  fearing  further  incidents. 

I drove  nearly  seven  thousand  miles  over  the  picturesque  reservation 
roadways  taking  Pauline  and  her  family  searching  for  medicine  people  for 
ceremonies,  going  to  meetings,  obtaining  supplies,  visiting  other 
resisters  and  relatives  and  even  spending  a night  with  a relocated  family 
on  the  'New  Lands'  where  the  water  source  was  contaminated  by  the  largest 
nuclear  spill  in  US  history.  Driving  from  one  end  of  the  Navajo  Nation  to 
the  other,  I was  continually  stunned  by  the  stands  of  rock  jutting  from 
the  desert  floor  like  families  of  petrified  giants,  deep  lush  canyons  and 
sheer  crimson  cliffs  supporting  great  spans  of  mesa.  Since  I first  came 
to  be  with  Pauline  in  1984,  the  inroads  development  has  made  have 
irrevocably  scarred  much  of  the  spectacular  landscape.  The  immensity  of 
Peabody  coal  company  operations  is  beyond  anything  I have  encountered.  The 


emissions  from  coal  fired  power  plants  have  smogged  the  skies,  mining  has 
destroyed  gravesites.  polluted  water  has  killed  sheep  and  contaminated  air 
has  made  people  ill. 

Maintaining  a lifestyle  profiting  multinational  corporations  is  at  the 
root  of  genocide.  It  was  during  this  early  spring  that  the  reality  of 
Multinational  greed  relying  on  American  white  supremacy  to  continue  five 
centuries  of  genocide  hit  me  with  a clarity  that  has  wrapped  itself  around 
my  soul. 

When  I drove  Pauline  to  Farmington,  New  Mexico  the  harshness  of  what 
Dineh  and  other  Indian  people  face  hit  me  full  tilt.  Before  I ever  went  to 
Farmington,  I read  a book  by  Rodhey  Barker  titled:  The  Broken  Circle  about 
the  torture,  mutilation  and  murder  of  three  alcoholic  Navajos  by  three 
white  teenagers  who  received  extremely  light  sentences  in  1974.  This 
incident  was  referred  to  in  an  article  in  the  April  18,  1997  issue  of  The 
Gallup  Independent  that  addressed  continuing  attacks  against  Navajos  in 
this  border  town.  While  in  Farmington,  Pauline  and  I,  my  daughter  and 
friend,  visited  a Medicine  man  and  his  wife.  She  told  us  that  she  worked 
with  the  widows  of  uranium  miners  as  well  as  with  people  who  have  been 
trying  to  do  something  about  the  racism  in  Farmington.  She  told  us  there 
is  an  area  where  people  who  suffer  from  alcoholism  hang  out  in  the  street, 
most  of  them  being  Indian.  A person  came  out  of  a nearby  restaurant 
throwing  hot  grease  on  the  alcoholics.  Then  someone  attacked  them  with  a 
two  by  four  breaking  one  victims  arm.  She  then  described  how  Indians 
walking  along  the  highway  have  been  hit  by  vehicles  and  left  to  die.  Flow 
many  more  will  be  annihilated  before  the  civil  rights  movement  re-emerges? 
Once  again,  I feel  great  shame  to  be  part  of  such  a society  that  not  only 
has  never  made  amends  to  this  continent's  first  people,  but  continues  to 
ignore  the  many  facets  of  continuing  genocide. 

According  to  the  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  office  in  Flagstaff,  Arizona,  4, 

000  of  the  10,000  Dineh  that  have  been  relocated  from  the  Flopi  Partitioned 
lands  that  includes  Big  Mountain,  Teesto  and  other  communities,  are  now 
dead.  This  is  outright  genocide  and  an  atrocity!  What  is  happening  to  the 
Dineh  people  is  happening  as  well  to  Indian  people  all  over  the  Americas. 
The  situation  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  is  larger  in  scale  because  Dineh 
people  number  over  200,000.  As  we  can  see,  those  numbers  will  continue 
declining  as  long  as  white  Americans  allow  it.  We  must  be  ever  vigilant  in 
educating  ourselves  about  the  key  role  corporations  play  in  setting  the 
stage  for  displacing  land  based  peoples  globally  who  then  face  unknown 
horrors  as  their  way  of  life  collapses.  It  is  urgent  that  people  of 
conscience  become  experts  on  the  influences  of  white  supremacy  in  their 
communities  and  in  this  country.  Given  that  the  US  Constitution  was 
established  by  and  for  white  male  land  owners,  and  that  the  theocracy 
movement  is  striving  to  return  to  those  more  "honest"  times,  the  roots  of 
racism  must  be  systemically  addressed  so  that  true  participatory  democracy 
such  as  the  vision  of  the  Zapatistas  can  blossom. 

Leaving  to  return  to  Washington  was  particularly  difficult  this  time. 

Too  often  when  resisters  are  alone  they  face  harassment.  Four  supporters 
remained  at  Pauline's  and  hopefully  she  will  continue  to  have  helpers. 
After  my  daughter  and  I recover  from  our  journey,  we  will  go  to  Big 
Mountain  again  in  Duly. 

Pauline's  consistent  response  to  threats  and  tragedy  was  to  have 
Ceremonies.  What  an  inspiration  it  was  to  witness  Spiritual  Resistance- 
such  nourishment  for  my  Gandhian  aspirations.  Yet  as  she  was  conversing 
with  other  Dineh  one  evening  by  lantern  light  in  her  lovely  hogan  I 
realized  that  I also  am  witness  to  the  end  of  a sacred  way  of  life.  Though 

1 don't  comprehend  Dineh  language  beyond  a few  words  and  phrases,  I 
developed  an  understanding  of  the  precious  interactions  that  transcended 
words.  I renewed  my  commitment  to  offer  my  life  to  stopping  this 
murderous  policy  as  long  as  one  Dineh  remains,  as  long  as  I have  breath, 
as  long  as  human  conscience  flickers. 

I call  to  the  flicker  to  catch  fire  in  the  hearts  of  all  of  us  who 
acknowledge  the  Spiritual  power  and  beauty  of  Native  American  Indians  so 
that  a movement  of  utmost  courage,  effectiveness  and  Ceremony  halts  the 
death  and  destruction  for  the  first  time  in  500  + years.  IT  IS  TIME! 
Swaneagle  Harijan 


Mother,  Frontline  Peaceworker 
3427  Moore  Rd. 

Kettle  Falls,  WA. 

Bob  Dorman 
redorman@plix.com 
"The  Activist  Page" 
http://www.plix.com/~users/ redorman/ 

"RE ; Letter  from  Lawrence  Altsisi"  

Date:  Tue,  29  3ul  1997  00:40:54  -0800 
From:  redorman@plix.com  (Dorman,  Robert  ) 

Sub j : Letter  from  Lawrence  Altsisi 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

My  web  site,  "The  Activist  Page,"  has  been  updated,  and  the  page  with 
Big  Mountain  links  now  has  photographs  taken  at  Big  Mountain 
recently.  They  aren't  captioned  yet,  but  that  should  be  done  soon. 

The  following  was  scanned  from  a FAX  I received  tonight  via  Media 
Island  International  in  Olympia,  WA. 

To  all  big  mountain  support  group: 

My  name  is  Lawrence  Altsisi  and  I am  from  Dinnebito,  AZ 
and  some  of  you  might  know  me.  Today  I asking  you  to 
support  me  that  I am  planning  to  make  a trip  to  Montana  to 
place  called  environmental  indigenous  conference  and  this 
will  taking  place  August  01-04,  1997. 

If  I attend  this  conference  than  I know  more  about  how 
we  can  stop  Peabody  coal  mine  to  destroyed  our  ancestral 
land.  I am  new  to  this  land  dispute  and  I don't  know  that  much 
about  the  deal  between  the  Peabody  coal  mine,  Navajo/Hopi 
and  federal  government. 

I am  interested  in  learning  a lot  of  information  about 
what  going  on  our  reservation  and  not  telling  us  what  is 
going  on  behind  the  closed  doors  in  Window  Rock,  AZ. 

My  supporters  and  1 are  encouraging  all  of  you  to  help 
us  out  again  and  please  continued  to  stand  behind  us  and 
let's  all  fight  the  good  to  protect  mother  earth.  The 
creator  has  made  mother  earth  to  share  and  not  to 
destroyed  it.  Thank  you  for  your  support  and  everything 
you  have  done  to  support  the  Dine. 

Lawrence  Altsisi 
P.O.  Box  838 

Kykotsmovi,  Arizona  86038 

Bob  Dorman 

redorman@plix.com 

"The  Activist  Page" 

http: //www. plix. com/~users/redorman/ 

"RE;  poor  Environmental  Planning"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Dul  1997  18:03:13  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : Poor  Environmental  Planning  At  Voisey's  Bay 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

For  Immediate  Release  Duly  22,  1997 
POOR  ENVIRONMENTAL  PLANNING  AT  VOISEY'S  BAY 

Sheshatshiu  - The  Innu  Nation  has  called  on  the  Province  not  to  issue 
permits  for  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company's  plans  to  build  a road  and 
airstrip  at  the  Voisey's  Bay  site  because  the  location  of  the  airstrip  that 


the  company  plans  to  build  this  summer  is  unsuitable  for  the  operation  of 
the  mine. 

Despite  repeated  assurances  to  the  Innu,  the  Inuit  and  to  the  Environmental 
Assessment  Panel  reviewing  the  Voisey's  Bay  Project  that  any  work  at  the 
site  would  be  done  in  such  a way  that  it  could  be  upgraded  or  reclaimed, 
the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  now  plans  to  build  two  airstrips  at  the 
site.  The  airstrip  planned  for  this  summer  cannot  be  extended  to  accommodate 
larger  aircraft  because  it  is  located  in  an  area  where  larger  aircraft 
would  not  have  sufficient  terrain  clearance  for  fully  loaded  takeoffs  and 
landings.  The  Innu  Nation  has  now  learned  that  the  company  is  now  exploring 
several  alternative  locations  for  a second  airstrip. 

In  a letter  sent  yesterday  to  Minister  of  Environment  Oliver  Langdon,  Innu 
Nation  Katie  Rich  wrote:  "What  this  will  mean  is  that,  because  VBNC  insists 
upon  going  ahead  with  what  it  calls  its  Exploration  Support  Works  this 
summer,  there  will  be  a need  to  disturb  two  areas  for  separate  airstrips, 
if  the  mine  project  proceeds." 

"Not  only  is  this  an  example  of  poor  environmental  planning  which  could  be 
avoided  by  proper  and  comprehensive  environmental  assessment,  which  is  what 
the  Innu  Nation  had  insisted  be  part  of  the  approach  under  the  Memorandum 
of  Understanding,  but,  as  well,  it  is  directly  contrary  to  many  statements 
that  VBNC  has  made  publicly  in  relation  to  the  airstrip." 

VBNC  has  consistently  maintained  that  the  road  and  airstrip  that  it  plans 
to  build  this  summer  were  designed  and  located  in  such  a way  that  they 
could  be  incorporated  into  the  mine  and  mill.  The  Innu  and  Inuit  have 
objected  to  the  company's  piecemeal  approach,  and  have  maintained  that  the 
entire  project  must  be  assessed  under  a single,  comprehensive  Panel  review 
to  avoid  creating  unnecessary  environmental  impacts. 

"All  of  the  company's  statements  and  reassurances  now  sound  very  hollow. 
This  is  no  way  for  a company  to  build  a respectful  relationship  with 
Aboriginal  people.  Our  fears  about  the  unnecessary  disturbance  of  our  land 
are  now  being  realized.  We  are  worried  about  what  they  are  going  to  do 
next.  We  know  that  if  they  proceed  with  they  are  going  to  have  to  build  a 
second  airstrip.  We  now  wonder  what  else  they  haven't  told  us." 

"We  are  going  to  be  appealing  the  court's  decision  to  allow  the 
inf rastructure  to  proceed,  and  we  call  on  the  Minister  not  to  issue  any 
permits  for  work  at  the  site  until  we  have  a much  clearer  picture  of  the 
Company's  plans.  That  picture  can  only  come  through  a comprehensive 
environmental  review.",  concluded  Rich. 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 
\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/= 


"RE : Gustafsen:  Sentencing"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Dul  1997  03:59:48  -0800 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  Sentencing  Wednesday,  Duly  30 

: - : - :S.I .S. I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-: 

Duly  23,  1997 

GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  TRIAL  SENTENCING:  WEDNESDAY,  DULY  30TH  10:00  AM 

BC  Supreme  Court  Dustice  Bruce  Dosephson  has  indicated  that  sentencing 
of  the  Ts'Peten  Defenders  will  be  pronounced  on  Wednesday,  Duly  30th 
1997,  at  10:00  AM  (PDT).Self  represented  Defenders  Shelagh  Franklin  and 
OD  Pitawanakwat  will  make  their  final  sentencing  submissions  to  the 
court  on  Friday,  Duly  25  at  1:30  PM. 

All  who  can  attend  to  support  the  defendants  and  witness  this  historic 
and  momentous  miscarriage  of  justice  are  urged  to  do  so.  A 
pre-sentencing  solidarity  gathering  is  expected  to  begin  at  9:00  AM  in 
front  of  the  Surrey  Court-house  on  the  day  of  sentencing.  Every 
indication  is  that  the  state  will  seek  to  make  an  example  of  the 


defendants,  and  that  sentences  will  be  harsh. 

For  those  who  cannot  attend,  letters  and  messages  of  solidarity  or 
protest  and  condemnation  of  the  Canadian  authorities  can  be  sent  to 
S.I.S.I.S.  for  forwarding.  More  ideas  for  action  are  posted  on  our  site, 
at : 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
The  11  Natives  and  4 of  their  non-native  supporters  have  been  convicted 
on  charges  ranging  from  mischief  to  mischief  endangering  life  for  their 
defence  of  sacred  Sundance  and  burial  grounds  on  unceded  Shuswap 
territory  in  the  summer  of  1995.  The  Canadian  courts  have  steadfastly 
stonewalled  the  question  of  their  lack  of  jurisdiction  over  unceded 
territory,  and  many  of  the  appeals  will  reflect  this. 

For  further  information  or  media  inquiries,  contact:  elder  Bill 
Lightbown  (604)  251-4949  or  Splitting  the  Sky  (604)  543-9661 

To  get  to  the  court  house,  at  the  Surrey  Municipal  Centre  (King  George 
and  Flighway  10) : 

by  Skytrain:  to  Surrey  Central,  then  catch  the  White  Rock  Centre  321 
bus  to  the  corner  of  King  George  and  Flighway  10,  walk  east, 
by  car:  Follow  Clark  Drive  south  to  Flwy  91,  go  east  on  Flwy  91 
across  the  Alex  Fraser  bridge  (Surrey/Delta)  then  east  on  Flwy 
10  to  Surrey  Municipal  Centre  just  past  King  George  Flwy. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Final  Sentencing  Submissions"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Dul  1997  12:41:24  -0800 
From:  sisis@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  Final  Sentencing  Submissions 

: - : - :S.I .S. I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-: 

Duly  28,  1997  Bulletin 

AFN  'Grand-Chiefs'  go  Golfing  while  Defenders  await  Duly  30th  Sentencing 
Self-represented  Defenders  make  final  submissions:  "NO  DURISDICTION" 
According  to  the  Globe  and  Mail  newspaper  (Duly  26),  Canada's  DIA  Band 
Council  Chiefs  began  the  first  day  of  their  national  AFN  leadership 
convention  Monday  in  Vancouver  "suitably  with  a golf  tournament." 

Contenders  for  the  $85,000.00  tax-free  plus  expenses  position  of  Assembly 
of  First  Nations'  "Grand  Chief"  will  be  voted  on  by  approximately  600  AFN 
chiefs . 

Meanwhile  across  town,  away  from  the  fancy  hotel  rooms  and  golfing  chiefs, 
the  people  that  Grand  Chief  Mercredi  accused  of  breaking  Canadian  law  and 
Chief  Wendy  Grant  called  "not  very  nice"  are  preparing  themselves  and 
saying  goodbye  to  friends  and  loved  ones  before  Wednesday's  sentencing  by 
BC  Supreme  Court  Dustice  Bruce  Dosephson.  The  AFN  election  is  the  same  day. 
But  it  is  these  grassroots  people,  not  the  AFN  that  have  challenged  and 
confronted  the  colonizer.  And  for  this,  on  Wednesday,  it  appears  they  are 
to  be  harshly  punished.  Wendy  Grant's  husband  Chief  Ed  Dohn  of  the  BC  First 
Nations  Summit,  has  however  already  reassured  the  public  that  he  "doubts 
jail  terms  for  the  Gustafsen  Lake  renegades  sets  the  stage  for  a summer  of 
native  blockades  in  British  Columbia."  (Canadian  Press,  May  26,  1997) 

On  Friday,  Duly  25  self-represented  Defenders  OD  Pitawanakwat,  Sheila 
Franklin,  and  66  year  old  Shuswap  elder  Wolverine,  held  without  bail  since 
the  standoff  ended  in  1995,  spoke  to  sentencing  and  tried  once  more  to 
communicate  to  this  corrupt  colonialist  court,  perhaps  for  the  last  time, 
the  simple  truth  of  their  1995  stand  on  sacred  unceded  Shuswap  burial  and 


Sundance  grounds  against  the  largest  paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian 
history. 

01  Pitawanakwat  - an  Odawa/Anishinabe  also  being  held  in  custody  for  whom 
the  crown  is  asking  more  than  10  years  imprisonment  for  his  resistance 
during  the  month  long  siege  - spoke  much  of  native  youth  and  of  his  duty  as 
a young  father  to  protect  the  cultural  ways: 

"I  didn't  come  with  firearms.  That  is  a religious  site  where  we 
gave  our  blood  through  ceremony.  This  situation  was  manipulated  by  the 
politicians  and  RCMP  that  were  losing  face  with  all  the  native  blockades  to 
protect  burial  and  sacred  areas.  There  was  a provoked  attack  against  our 
very  identity  - a threat  to  burn  down  what  is  to  us  our  church.  You  would 
do  the  same  if  your  ancestors  were  lying  there..." 

"A  peaceful  ending  didn't  happen  because  there  was  going  to  be  a 
question  of  who  sold  the  land.  The  government  decided  to  use  genocidal 
tactics.  We  had  to  do  what  we  had  to  do.  We  responded  when  our  way  of  life 
was  threatened  - just  like  throughout  history..." 

"I  thought  we  were  finally  going  to  get  justice  in  this  court. 

Instead  our  lawyer  was  denied  us.  He  was  assaulted,  jailed,  brought  in  here 
as  witness  then  Bruce  Clark  was  told  the  law  he  gave  you  doesn't  apply. 
These  government  legal-aid  lawyers  tried  to  break  our  group  and  they 
succeeded  in  making  some  forget  their  responsibilities.  Calling  us  "hawks" 
and  "doves".  The  lawyers  saw  a weakness  and  used  it  to  manipulate.  Who's 
interests  are  these  lawyers  really  representing?" 

"...How  does  this  system  benefit  native  people?  A policeman  gets 
two  years  less  a day  and  no  jail  for  killing  a native  person  [in  reference 
to  Kenneth  Deane,  who  extra judicially  murdered  Aazhoodena  activist  Dudley 
George  at  Stoney  Point  in  1995].  What  kind  of  message  is  this  sending  to  my 
brothers  and  sisters?  That  it's  OK  for  Whites  to  kill  Indians  but  we  can't 
protect  ourselves  from  physical  and  cultural  genocide?  I don't  understand, 
maybe  you  can  help  me..." 

"The  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763  states  we  are  not  to  be  molested  or 
disturbed  on  unceded  territories.  This  is  embedded  in  the  Constitution. 
You've  heard  the  crown  admit  there  are  no  treaties,  no  purchase  - therefore 
the  Royal  Proclamation  applies  here.  Who  were  the  real  trespassers,  the 
ones  really  pushing  violence  out  there?  The  native  youth  are  watching  you 
and  looking  for  truth..." 

"The  Great  Law  as  handed  down  by  Deganawida  states  that  all  nations 
have  a natural  right  to  defend  against  aggressive,  hostile  powers  seeking 
to  colonize . . , " 

"You  yourself  are  on  trial  before  the  oppressed  of  the  world.  I 
believe  the  Creator  also  has  serious  charges  against  you,  the 
Attorney-General,  the  military  and  the  RCMP.  Before  you  sentence  anyone  ask 
yourself  if  you're  not  guilty  yourself,  of  fraud,  treason  and  genocide..." 

"I  guess  my  final  submission  to  this  court  is  this  Great  Law  and 
these  wampums  which  I bring  before  you  and  to  which  I have  complete 
allegiance  as  a warrior." 

Shelagh  Franklin  - a recent  mother  and  the  only  non-native  Defender  that 
has  not  capitulated  and  renounced  the  sovereignty  stand,  as  have  the  three 
Bear  Watch  environmentalists,  some  of  whom  have  gone  so  far  as  to  now 
allege  they  were  coerced  by  "militants"  - also  made  her  final  submissions 
on  Friday.  Shelagh  is  facing  2-5  years  for  a simple  mischief  charge. 
Additional  charges  of  contempt  of  court  were  recently  added  when  she  was 
late  returning  some  videotaped  evidence  necessary  to  her  defence. 

"Everyone  in  the  world  knows  that  Canada  was  built  on  Indian  land. 
Canada  cannot  keep  this  dirty  secret  any  longer.  Now  is  a window  of 
opportunity  for  Canada  to  honestly  deal  with  indigenous  peoples  by 
honouring  our  covenants,  our  commitments  and  responsibilities..." 

"I'm  a compassionate,  caring  human  being  not  a terrorist.  I 
apologize  if  my  submissions  irritated  or  offended  you...  [Dudge  Hosephson: 
"accepted"]  but  I do  not  apologize  for  defending  those  Sundance  grounds. 

You  are  not  my  judge.  You  only  have  power.  I am  in  the  awkward  position  of 
rejecting  your  illegitimate  jurisdiction..." 

"I  went  to  Gustafsen  Lake  because  I was  concerned  that  Percy  and  my 
friends  were  to  be  unfairly  removed  from  the  land.  I was  encouraged  by 
seeing  a video  tape  of  RCMP  officer  George  Findlay  agreeing  that  the  land 


was  stolen.  He  acknowledged  that  process  was  genocide.  Findlay  was 
removed ..." 

"I  didn't  expect  police  violence.  I believe  the  rancher  Lyle  Dames' 
title  is  fraudulent.  I base  that  on  my  research.  I saw  and  still  see  no 
evidence  to  the  contrary.  Genocide  flies  in  the  face  of  what  I know  to  be 
constitutional  and  international  law..." 

"We  took  a defensive  stand  at  Gustafsen  Lake  for  freedom.  Free  the 
indigenous  peoples  of  the  world!  Free  OD ! Free  Wolverine!" 

Lance  Bernard,  the  Crown  prosecutor  in  this  trial,  also  spoke  Friday. 
Bernard  was  involved  in  the  prosecution  of  Chief  Robert  Satiacum,  a 
sovereignty  activist  of  the  Puyallup  nation,  on  trumped  up  charges  designed 
to  facilitate  his  removal  to  the  waiting  US  authorities  who  had  bogus 
"racketeering"  charges  to  criminalize  him.  Chief  Satiacum  was  snatched  by 
an  RCMP  tactical  team  from  the  home  of  his  friend  Wolverine  (William 
Ignace)  with  whom  he  was  harboring  at  the  time.  He  died  in  custody  in  BC's 
Okalla  prison  in  1991  after  "irregularities"  with  essential  medication 
required  for  a heart  problem.  Bernard  briefly  addressed  the  sentencing 
submissions  of  the  Defenders: 

"The  suggestion  that  RCMP  bungled  this  effort  is  without  merit,  but 
whether  true  or  not  it  doesn't  excuse  the  defendants..." 

"There  is  no  evidence  that  either  the  native  or  non-native 
communities  have  anything  but  contempt  for  the  actions  of  the 
defendants ..." 

Prosecutor  Bernard  concluded  by  recommending  the  principles  of 
"denunciation  and  deterrence"  in  determining  "fit  sentences". 

Secwepemc  (Shuswap)  elder  Wolverine,  aka  William  Dones  Ignace,  age  66  - an 
old  age  pensioner  and  an  organic  gardener  of  heritage  seed  - is  facing  up 
to  23  years  imprisonment  for  his  part  in  the  standoff.  It  is  alleged  he 
fired  at  the  wheels  of  a 14  ton  army  APC  when  the  driver,  instructed  to 
"eliminate"  him,  tried  to  run  him  down.  As  previously  stated.  Wolverine  has 
been  in  jail  since  the  summer  1995  standoff  ended.  According  to  police 
disclosures,  the  RCMP  thought  Ignace  would  "require  killing."  He  has 
attempted  to  have  the  jurisdiction  issue  addressed  in  many  venues  including 
the  International  Court  of  Dustice  and  the  Indigenous  Working  Group  of  the 
UN. 

"We  feel  that  after  British  Columbia  has  been  trespassing  and 
oppressing  us  for  150  years,  the  30  days  or  so  we  'trespassed'  on  our  own 
land  isn 't  long. . . " 

"Since  1876  we  have  watched  the  theft  of  our  lands.  The  Crown 
doesn't  want  to  deal  with  the  facts  or  the  rule  of  law.  They  say  the 
American  rancher  owns  the  land.  Point  out  the  surrender.  Where  is  the 
treaty?  Where  is  the  purchase?  Show  us  the  paper..." 

"We're  standing  on  Constitutional  law.  International  law.  The 
domestic  laws  do  not  supersede  these  higher  laws.  All  we  asked  for  was  for 
an  independent  third  party  to  sit  on  this  issue.  Instead  we  got  400  RCMP, 
land  mines  and  hollow  point  ammunition  banned  by  the  UN.  Is  there  any  Human 
Rights  law  in  Canada?" 

"...This  Prosecutor  is  part  of  a genocide  that's  500  years  old.  He 

thinks  nothing  of  this.  Our  people  were  hunted  down,  bounties  put  on  their 

heads  - who  are  the  real  law  breakers?" 

"...Sergeant  Peter  Montague  [BC  RCMP  media  liaison]  made  lies  look 
like  truth.  So  much  of  what  happened  at  Gustafsen  Lake  is  still  covered  up. 

We  tried  to  bring  this  out.  I guess  the  people  of  BC  don't  mind  that  a 

sergeant's  in  control..." 

"The  A-G  says  we  are  squatters.  Yet  he  refuses  to  appear  here  to 
answer  questions  as  to  his  involvement.  Because  this  went  all  the  way  to 
the  Prime  Minister's  Office,  the  Solicitor-General's  Office.  We  have  a 
Governor-General  derelict  in  his  duty  to  his  Queen.  When  native  people  seek 
a due  process  right  to  straighten  out  jurisdiction  you  crush  them!" 

"...You  cannot  change  history.  The  prosecutor  admits  no  treaty  and 
no  purchase.  Who  is  really  the  law  breaker?  Is  your  greed  so  great  that  you 
want  it  all?" 

"Where  is  the  media?  Were  they  ordered  to  stay  away  to  stop  the 
truth  from  coming  out?  A public  inquiry  must  be  held  here  in  Canada  into 
this  issue  and  Ipperwash.  So  if  you  sentence  me  I'm  not  going  to  snivel 


because  I'm  above  you.  You  stand  on  fraud.  I stand  on  Law." 

Messages  of  solidarity  or  condemnation  of  the  Canadian  and  BC  authorities 
are  needed  and  much  appreciated.  They  can  be  delivered  to  S.I.S.I.S.  for 
forwarding.  Attend  the  Sentencing.  Alert  your  media  contacts.  Contact  your 
representatives  and  urge  official  protests... 

Free  Wolverine!  Free  the  Ts'peten  Defenders!  Remember  Dudley  George! 
+++++Demand  a Public  Inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash+++++ 
<<->><<->>Sovereignty  is  the  Issue;  Canada  is  the  Problem<<->><<->> 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<maj or domo@speakeasy.org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

— "RE:  Value  of  Human  Life"  

Date:  Fri,  25  3ul  1997  16:57:48  -0400 
From:  Russell  Mitchell  <russell@nt . net> 

Sub j : Ipperwash 

Value  of  human  life  assessed  in  jail  time 

By  Wayne  Green,  Timiskaming  Speaker  (New  Liskeard ,Ont . ) , Duly  23,  1997 

Human  life  has  become  distressingly  cheap  in  Canada  at  least  if  measured 
by  some  of  the  sentences  recently  handed  out  through  our  court  system. 

The  most  prominent  example,  of  course,  is  the  slap  on  the  wrist  given  to 
an  Ontario  Provincial  Police  officer  convicted  of  shooting  an  unarmed  Indian 
protester.  Sgt.  Kenneth  Deane  was  handed  a sentence  of  two  years  less  a 
day,  but  will  not  spend  one  hour  behind  bars  for  criminal  negligence 
causing  the  death  of  Dudley  George  during  a 1995  clash  between  police  and 
Natives  near  Ipperwash. 

The  officer  gets  to  serve  his  time  "in  the  community"  and  will  continue 
to  draw  a full  salary  from  the  OPP  while  doing  so.  Sgt.  Deane's  only  other 
obligation  is  to  perform  180  hours  of  unspecified  community  service,  and 
although  he  is  barred  from  possessing  a weapon  until  his  sentence  is 
completed,  the  police  association  is  fighting  to  keep  him  on  the  force. 

The  arrangement  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  another  case  where  a police 
officer  was  on  the  receiving  end  of  an  armed  assault.  Toronto  detective 
Larry  Dee  was  upset  that  former  soldier  Eric  Schumacher  got  only  10  years 
in  prison  for  attempting  to  murder  him  and  his  partner  back  in  1991,  but 
in  comparison  to  some  other  decisions  of  the  justice  system  the  punishment 
seems  almost  harsh. 

A teenager  in  Alberta,  for  instance,  was  handed  a "life"  sentence  for 
the  brutal  killing  of  a 9-year-old  boy,  but  will  be  eligible  to  apply  for 
parole  in  February,  2001.  Since  the  specified  date  is  only  six  years  after 
the  senseless  crime  took  place  and  four  years  after  the  sentencing,  it  must 
be  concluded  that  judges  define  life  in  a much  different  fashion  than 
dictionaries . 

Then  there  is  the  sad  story  of  Kasandra  Shepherd,  a little  girl  in  Toronto 
who  finally  died  from  a brain  hemorrhage  after  Ontario's  child  welfare 
system  failed  to  protect  her  from  an  abusive  stepmother.  The  woman 
convicted  of  manslaughter  in  the  case  received  the  judicially  popular  two 
years  less  a day  but  actually  spent  only  six  months  in  jail. 

The  tendency  of  courts  to  soften  the  sentences  of  criminals  is  apparent 
even  among  serial  killers  such  as  Paul  Bernardo  and  Clifford  Olson. 

Although  numerous  victims  may  be  targeted  by  the  murderer,  only  one  life 
term  is  ever  handed  down-and  in  Canada  that  usually  means  25  years  or  less. 

The  custom  of  lumping  sentences  together  to  run  concurrently  has  even  been 
extended  to  the  Bosnian  war  crimes  trials  now  under  way  in  the  Netherlands. 

A Serb  found  guilty  of  beating  and  killing  his  Muslim  and  Croatian 
neighbors  was  sentenced  to  a total  of  97  years  on  11  convictions,  but  only 


the  longest  term,  20  years,  will  count  as  the  rest  of  the  time  will  be 
served  concurrently. 

If  you  think  the  courts  are  always  lenient,  though,  consider  the  case  of 
Jessica  Hart,  a Toronto  woman  who  provided  false  evidence  in  an  attempt  to 
keep  her  abusive  boyfriend  from  going  to  jail.  Charged  with  obstruction  of 
justice,  she  was  jailed  for  two  months  and  will  be  on  probation  for  a year 
following  her  release.  The  man  she  tried  to  keep  out  of  the  slammer 
received  a sentence  of  only  30  days  after  pleading  guilty  to  attempted 
assault  and  kidnapping  . 

Based  on  these  limited  statistics.  Interfering  with  court  procedures  merits 
double  the  punishment  handed  out  for  an  attempt  to  kidnap  and  assault 
another  human  being.  As  for  killing  an  unarmed  Indian  protester,  I guess 
life  really  is  cheap  in  terms  of  jail  time. 

Russ 

705.544.7794  Phone/Fax 
mailto: russell@nt . net 
http://www.nt.net/~russell 

"In  matters  of  conscience,  the  law  of  majority  has  no  place." 

Mohandas  K.  Gandhi 
Checkout : 

http://www.nt.net/~knp 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Ipperwash/ sppetit . html 
http://www.tdi . net/ishgooda/gustaf sen/gust home . htm 
http://www.tdi . net/ishgooda/gustaf sen/ BIGOTRY. HTM 
http: //www. indigenous . be . ca/rcap/rcapeng. html 
http://www.thenation.com 

"If  you  have  come  here  to  help  me. 

You  are  wasting  your  time  . . . 

But  if  you  have  come  because 

Your  liberation  is  bound  up  with  mine. 

Then  let  us  work  together." 

"RE : RCMP  Window  Dressing"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Jul  1997  15:17:08  -0800 

From:  Wally  du  Temple  <dutemple@islandnet.com> 

Sub j : RCMP  Window  Dressing  at  Aboriginal  Games 

Deceptive  Window  Dressing  at  Aboriginal  Games 

The  RCMP  and  native  paddlers  took  the  spot  light  at  the  beginning 
of  the  North  American  Indigenous  Games  in  Victoria.  The  RCMP  had  partnered 
with  the  VisionQuest  Recovery  Society  to  make  an  epic  journey  from  Hazelton 
to  Victoria  in  replicas  of  traditional  west  coast  canoes.  The  police  stated 
that  it  was  a way  of  saying  that  they  apologized  for  the  wrongs  inflicted 
on  natives  by  RCMP  in  the  past.  Perhaps  among  other  racist  acts,  they  were 
talking  of  enforced  collection  of  children  for  residential  schooling  and 
planned  assimilation. 

The  VisionQuest  society  has  a noble  aim,  to  build  an  addictions 
recovery  facility.  More  info  is  available  at  their  website  at 
<www . thevqnet . org> . 

I question  the  sincerity  of  the  RCMP  and  the  Chretien  government  in 
supporting  both  the  Aboriginal  Games  and  VisionQuest.  Is  it  only  a strategy 
directed  at  the  non-aboriginal  community  to  give  the  perception  of  good 
actions  and  intent.  Are  we  meant  to  perceive  that  a new  day  for  relations 
between  natives  and  non-natives  has  already  begun? 

To  answer  these  questions  consider  these  facts.  The  Chretien 
government  has  not  called  a conference  to  discuss  the  findings  of  The 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples:  the  least  it  could 
have  done.  The  dispute  at  OKA  which  led  to  the  Royal  Commission  has  not 
been  solved.  Sgt.  Kenneth  Deane  who  was  convicted  in  April/97  of  criminal 
negligence  causing  the  death  of  the  native,  Dudley  George,  was  barely  even 
tapped  on  the  wrist  when  the  judge  handed  him  a "sentence".  He  has  been 
sentenced  to  2 years  less  a day  but  not  one  day  in  jail.  Meanwhile,  the 
sentencing  of  the  natives  arrested  for  continuing  sacred  dances  at 


Gustafsen  Lake  was  rescheduled  to  occur  three  days  before  the  opening  of 
the  North  American  Aboriginal  Games.  The  original  date  for  sentencing  was 
too  close  to  the  light  sentencing  of  Kenneth  Deane.  Up  to  twenty  years  has 
been  demanded  by  the  crown. 

In  light  of  these  facts,  the  RCMP  and  Chretien  government  support 
of  the  Aboriginal  Games  and  VisionQuest  is  nothing  more  than  disinformation 
and  damage  control. 

Moreover,  news  that  the  RCMP  have  just  purchased  eight  Armoured 
Personnel  Carriers  from  the  formerly  apartheid  South  Africa  gives  little 
reassurance  that  the  government  has  a sincere  desire  for  solving  aboriginal 
problems . 

The  Royal  Commission  Report  calls  for  an  apology  to  aboriginal 
peoples  for  the  Indian  Act  and  for  enforced  residential  schooling  for 
assimilation.  The  Green  Party  of  Canada  supports  that  recommendation  and 
demands  that  the  federal  government  call  a First  Ministers  - First  Nations 
Conference  to  discuss  all  of  the  recommendations.  Done  with  sincere  intent 
that  could  lead  to  substantive  change  and  improvement.  The  RCMP  cuddling 
of  the  "games"  and  "VisionQuest"  is  no  more  than  deceptive  window  dressing. 

Whether  the  RCMP  canoe  will  be  welcomed  ashore  or  turned  away  at 
Victoria  is  up  to  the  Songhee  Elders.  I can  understand  either  choice.  And 
the  sentencing  of  William  Jones  Ignace,  known  as  Wolverine  --  a Shuswap 
elder  and  organic  farmer  who  has  been  held  as  a political  prisoner  for 
almost  two  years  without  bail  --  could  cause  one  or  the  other. 

Wally  du  Temple 

"RE : Keepers  of  the  Fire  at  Onondaga"  

From:  Wally  du  TempleSIEPMANN@delphi.com 
Date:  Fri,  25  Jul  1997  20:22:06  -0400  (EDT) 

Sub j : Press  Release  found  on  Delphi(FWD) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe. net> 

Subject:  For  Immediate  Release  - Keepers  of  the  Fire  at  Onondaga 
Date:  Fri,  18  lul  1997  12:39:31  -0400 

Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 


Keepers  of  the  Fire  at  Onondaga 
3963  Kennedy  Road 
Nedrow,  NY  13120 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  Duly  11,  1997 

It  has  been  reported  that  Mr.  Salvatore  Valvo  (the  Staff  Inspector  in 
charge  of  the  internal  investigation  of  allegations  of  New  York  State 
Police  brutality  against  peaceful  demonstrators  on  the  Onondaga  nation  on 
18  May  1997),  has  found  that  in  fact,  "excessive  force"  was  used  during 
that  incident.  Moreover,  Mr.  Valvo  has  accused  the  New  York  State  Police 
of  attempting  to  effect  a "cover-up"  of  his  findings,  by  dismissing  him  as 
head  of  the  investigation. 

To  us,  as  the  victims  of  the  State  Police  brutality,  Mr.  Valvo' s findings 
are  simply  a confirmation  of  what  many  Central  New  York  viewers  witnessed 
on  their  news  broadcasts  as  they  watched  the  brutal  beating  of  women, 
children  and  the  handicapped.  Flowever,  we  were  very  surprised  that  "one  of 
their  own"  had  the  courage  to  expose  the  corrupt  behavior  of  the  New  York 
State  Law  Enforcement  Agency.  Unfortunately,  our  expectations  of  a 
"cover-up"  were  fulfilled  by  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Valvo. 

The  NYS  Police's  attempt  to  cover  up  the  facts,  makes  it  all  the  more 
imperative  that  the  Justice  Department  in  Washington,  DC  investigate  the 
excessive  use  of  force  by  the  New  York  State  Police.  Accordingly,  we  are 
renewing  our  Dune  9,  1997  request  to  Mr.  Richard  Roberts,  Director  of  the 
Criminal  Section  of  the  Civil  Rights  Division  of  the  United  States  Justice 
Department,  for  an  investigation  of  the  New  York  State  Police.  For  it  is 
evident  that  the  NYS  Police  is  incapable  of  investigating  itself. 

There  is  an  obvious  parallel  between  the  Rodney  King  police  brutality 
incident  and  the  excessive  use  of  force  by  the  NYS  Police  against  the 


Iroquois  People.  Although  the  Rodney  King  incident  was  videotaped,  such 
proof  did  not  prevent  the  Municipal  and  State  authorities  and  the  courts 
from  exonerating  the  criminal  behavior  of  the  police.  Similarly,  the 
events  of  May  18,  1997  on  the  Onondaga  Nation  are  all  documented  on 
videotape.  However,  it  is  clear  that  that  fact  has  not  deterred  the  New 
York  State  Police  from  attempting  to  effect  a "cover-up." 

We  therefore  appeal  to  the  Justice  Department  (as  a branch  of  the  United 
States  Government),  to  investigate  this  latest  outrageous  abuse  of  power 
within  its  States.  Indeed,  we  hope  that  as  we  attempt  to  compel  our 
leadership  to  follow  our  Nation's  Great  Law,  that  the  U.S.  Government  will 
also  bring  to  justice  those  who  have  violated  the  rights  of  the  People  of 
the  Iroquois  Nation. 


Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 
Visit  our  new  site! 

http : //www. cyberglobe. net/users/mnation 

"RE : Coho  Salmon/Boycott  Lockdown"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Dul  1997  05:21:01  -0800 
From:  Headwaters  News  <wfg@designlink. com> 

Sub j : UPDATE:  coho  salmon,  boycott  lockdown,  fed  funds,  etc. 

HEADWATERS  FOREST  UPDATE 
Duly  22,  1997 


NMFS  ISSUES  INTERIM  TAKE  PROHIBITION  FOR  CALIFORNIA  COHO 
The  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  (NMFS)  reports  that  it  has 
"gotten  an  earful"  about  the  coho  salmon  and  finally  issued  a rule  which 
requires  California  land  owners  to  get  a specific  permit  before  they  can 
engage  in  any  activity  that  harms  wild  coho  salmon  or  its  habitat.  This 
rule  will  go  into  effect  August  15. 

However,  Californians  still  need  the  agency  to  define  how  landowners 
are  to  avoid  "take"  of  coho  by  publishing  land  use  guidelines. 
Unfortunately,  but  as  expected,  the  agency  did  not  issue  a similar 
prohibition  for  the  listed  part  of  Oregon.  This  is  a big  step  for  coho. 

As  a result,  it  is  still  important  to  urge  the  National  Marine 
Fisheries  Service  to  adopt  guidelines  for  land  owners  that  define  how  to 
avoid  take,  and  to  call  for  a take  prohibition  in  the  listed  part  of  Oregon 
See  this  week's  separate  Action  Alert  for  more  information,  or  call 
Wild  Salmon  Forever  at  415-450-1389. 


BOYCOTT  UPDATE 

With  a stack  of  rigid,  U-shaped  bicycle  locks  cuffing  their  necks  to 
the  gate  of  a Malibu  lumberyard,  environmentalists  hoped  to  draw  attention 
Tuesday  to  sales  of  redwood  harvested  from  ancient  forests. 

The  pair  of  immobilized  protesters,  one  of  whom,  Andrew  Koenig,  had  a 
recurring  role  on  the  1980s  sitcom  "Growing  Pains,"  arrived  around  6am  to 
attach  themselves  to  Malibu  Lumber  and  Hardware's  front  gate  in  hopes  of 
keeping  the  yard  closed  for  business. 

The  lumberyard's  owner  said  he  would  continue  to  make  old-growth 
lumber  available  to  his  customers.  However,  he  did  state  that  old-growth 
redwood  sales  represent  a tiny  portion  --  about  1/2  percent  --  of  his  sales 
and  that  he  hasn't  bought  new  supplies  of  it  for  more  than  a year.  He  said 
he  wouldn't  mind  if  demand  dropped  for  old-growth  and  noted  that  customers 
are  increasingly  requesting  substitutes  for  redwood. 

On  another  Redwood  Boycott  front,  the  Napa  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  passed  a resolution  last  week  to  boycott  old-growth  redwood 
lumber  products. 

Also,  San  Francisco  Supervisor  Leslie  Katz  has  introduced  an 
ordinance  which  will  prohibit  the  use  of  any  old-growth  redwood  lumber 
products  by  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.  If  the  ordinance  is 
passed.  The  City  will  join  a coalition  of  businesses,  building 
professionals,  and  concerned  citizens  pledging  not  to  use  old-growth 
redwood . 


This  would  make  San  Francisco  the  first  city  in  the  world  to  ban  the 
use  of  ancient  redwood  in  city-owned  parks  and  buildings.  A press 
conference  was  held  Monday  at  City  Hall  to  announce  the  proposed  ordinance; 
it  will  be  voted  on  within  30  days  and  is  expected  to  pass. 

You  can  join  the  Old-Growth  Redwood  Boycott  by  signing  the  Citizen's 
Online  Petition  at  http://www.baaction.org/cyberforest/boycott/ 

And  for  even  more  details  on  the  Boycott  than  you'll  get  in  these 
weekly  updates.  Rainforest  Action  Network  has  a new  Boycott  email  list  you 
can  join  by  sending  a message  to  eleorest@wco.com  with  "subscribe  Ancient 
Redwood  Boycott"  as  the  body  of  your  message  (without  quotes).  Note:  You 
must  send  from  the  account  at  which  you  wish  to  receive  messages. 


FEDERAL  FUNDING  NEGOTIATIONS  STILL  WEIGHTED  DOWN 

The  Senate  Interior  Appropriations  Subcommittee  voted  last  week  to 
allocate  the  money  needed  to  purchase  Headwaters,  keeping  last  September's 
agreement  intact  for  now. 

However,  the  funding  isn't  out  of  the  woods  yet  --  it  still  needs  to 
get  approved  by  a larger  Senate  Committee,  then  the  full  Senate,  and  then 
be  subjected  to  negotiations  between  the  House  and  Senate.  Furthermore,  the 
Senate  funding  was  tied  to  the  condition  that  the  entire  Congress  also 
holds  a vote  to  approve  the  acquisition. 

Senator  Feinstein,  the  Clinton  Administration,  and  Maxxam  alike 
disapprove  of  this  caveat,  because,  as  Feinstein  explained,  an  Interior 
Department  legal  opinion  says  government  acquisition  of  Headwaters  Forest 
already  has  been  authorized.  Furthermore,  with  all  of  the  needed 
checkpoints  of  approval,  including  full  congressional  approval  of  the 
action,  the  deadline  may  not  be  met. 

"There  is  not  enough  time  for  a specific  authorization  before  the 
deal  expires,"  Sen.  Dianne  Feinstein  warned  Friday. 

Also,  it  is  rumored  that  Senator  Feinstein 's  staff  intervened  in 
negotiations  between  agency  officials  and  Pacific  Lumber,  in  part  due  to 
Feinstein 's  concern  that  the  agencies  and  Pacific  Lumber  had  reached  an 
impasse.  As  negotiations  have  resumed  and  as  Feinstein  has  fought  for 
Headwaters  funding  with  renewed  vigor,  there  is  suspicion  that  the  federal 
agencies  have  softened  their  demands  for  protective  measures  in  order  to 
allow  the  negotiations  to  move  forward  with  Pacific  Lumber. 


REP.  MILLER  TO  UNVEIL  ENDANGERED  SPECIES  RECOVERY  ACT 

In  a dramatic  shift  in  the  Endangered  Species  Act  (ESA)  debate,  U.S. 
Representative  George  Miller  (D-CA)  is  expected  to  unveil  a proposal  that 
would  strengthen  the  landmark  at  the  Tahoe  Environmental  Summit  on  Duly  28. 

Hailed  by  conservationists  as  an  important  step  toward  improving 
species  protection  and  as  counter  to  other  congressional  "reforms"  of  the 
ESA,  Rep.  Miller's  Endangered  Species  Recovery  Act  (ESRA)  would  go  a long 
way  toward  getting  ahead  of  the  extinction  curve. 

The  Miller  bill  is  significant  because  it  will  be  introduced  before 
the  Senate  Environment  and  Public  Works  Committee  introduces  its  plan, 
which  has  drawn  fire  from  conservationists  because  it  would  weaken  the  ESA. 
Such  a preemptive  move  by  Rep.  Miller,  the  ranking  Democrat  on  the  House 
Resources  Committee,  will  set  the  high  water  mark  for  the  anticipated  ESA 
deliberations.  His  proposal  is  the  first  pro-ESA  bill  to  be  introduced  this 
Congress . 

See  this  week's  separate  Action  Alert  for  what  you  can  do  to  help. 


For  back  issues  of  this  series  of  updates,  as  well  as  general 
Headwaters  background  information,  call  the  Headwaters  Sanctuary  Project  at 
510-444-4710,  or  see  the  Headwaters  website  at  http://www.enews.org,  where 
all  weekly  updates  will  soon  be  archived. 

Also,  if  you  have  suggestions  for  news  items  and/or  quotes  for  these 
weekly  updates  and  alerts,  please  call  the  Headwaters  Sanctuary  Project  at 
510-444-4710  or  email  helenwag@aol.com 
Thank  you ! 


SENT  BY  the  Headwaters  Sanctuary  Project  and  Bay  Area  Action. 
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"RE : Radiation  Suit  in  Washington"  

Date:  Fri,  25  Jul  1997  15:26:53  -0400 
From:  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Radiation  Suit  in  Washington... 

FORWARDED  MESSAGE  

Sub j : US  GOVERNMENT  SUED  FOR  RADIATION 

United  States  Government  sued  for  wrongful  human  radiological  experiments 

Source:  Business  Wire 

The  law  firms  of  Chamberlain,  Neaton  & Johnson  and  Baker,  Donelson, 

Bearman  & Caldwell  announced  today  that  they  have  filed  a class  action 
suit  in  the  U.S.  District  Court  of  Seattle,  Western  District  of 
Washington,  on  behalf  of  individual  Native  American  citizens  of  the 
regions  adjacent  to  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Hanford  Nuclear 
Reservation,  located  in  south  central  Washington  State,  against  the 
United  States  Government  for  conducting  wrongful  human  radiological 
experiments  on  their  people. 

This  suit  is  brought  against  the  United  States  of  America  and  other 
Defendants,  including  Dupont,  General  Electric,  Westinghouse,  Rockwell 
International,  the  University  of  Washington  and  Battelle  Pacific 
Northwest  Laboratory,  for  violations  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the 
affected  group  of  Native  Americans  under  42  U.S.C.  Section  1983,  for 
infliction  of  radiological  injuries  compensable  under  42  U.S.C.  Section 
2210  (the  Price  Anderson  Act),  civil  conspiracy,  battery,  strict 
liability,  negligence,  and  other  torts.  These  violations  all  arise  out  of 
the  Government's  and  other  Defendants'  surreptitious  and  wrongful  radiological 
experimentation  on  the  Native  Americans. 

The  suit  alleges  that  the  Native  Americans  have  been  subjected  to 
systematic,  clinical  experimentation  of  the  hazardous  effects  of 
ionizing  radiation,  and  that  these  experiments  were  planned,  funded, 
coordinated,  reviewed  and  orchestrated  by  agencies  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  Atomic  Energy  Commission,  the  Department  of  Defense  and 
the  Department  of  Energy.  These  field  environment  experiments  were 
conducted  by  research  institutions  and  contractors  with  the  United  States, 
including  the  University  of  Washington  and  certain  Hanford  contractors  also 
named  as  Defendants  in  the  suit. 

The  suit  further  alleges  that  the  Native  Americans  were  subjected  to 
repeated,  intentional  releases  of  ionizing  radiation  from  the  Hanford 
Nuclear  Reservation,  and  then  were  studied  without  their  knowledge  or 
consent,  which  directly  violated  their  constitutional  right  to  bodily 
integrity  and  established  government  policies. 

In  disregard  of  its  special  fiduciary  responsibilities  to  Native 
Americans,  which  are  based  on  long-standing  treaties  and  agreements  and 
supported  by  the  U.S.  Constitution  and  the  courts,  the  United  States 
Government  did  not  warn  the  people  of  the  Hanford  region  of  the  hazards 
of  ingesting  high  doses  of  radiation,  did  not  take  steps  to  protect  them 
from  harm,  and  did  not  obtain  their  consent  for  "studies"  of  their 
physiological  reaction  to  deadly  poisons  in  the  air,  land  and  water. 

These  deadly  poisons  included  radioactive  iodine,  plutonium,  phosphorus, 
zinc  and  other  byproducts  of  the  Hanford  plutonium  manufacturing 
process.  The  Government  instead  continued  monitoring  the  Native 
Americans  as  subjects  of  secret  experiments  to  determine  what  ill 
effects  could  be  detected  over  time  from  systematic  exposure  to  repeated 
doses  of  radiation  through  their  diet  and  way  of  life. 

The  United  States  has  admitted  in  recently  declassified  documents  that 


these  releases  occurred  in  such  massive  doses  as  to  permanently  injure 
and  impair  the  health  of  the  Native  Americans  ingesting  foods  and 
liquids  contaminated  with  hazardous  doses  of  radiation  from  Hanford, 
with  possible  impact  to  future  generations.  These  experimental  releases 
were  deliberately  orchestrated  by  the  Government  and  other  Defendants  to 
monitor  the  effect  of  high  doses  of  radiation  on  vegetation,  fish,  and 
human  beings,  among  others.  Adverse  health  effects  from  the 
intentional  and  unintentional  releases  of  radiation  have  been 
catastrophic  for  the  indigenous  population  living  in  the  counties 
surrounding  Hanford.  Thousands  of  residents  of  the  towns  and  areas 
surrounding  Hanford  have  suffered  thyroid  cancers,  bone  cancers, 
arthritis,  diabetes  and  other  auto-immune  disorders,  hypo-thyroidism, 
blood  disorders,  reproductive  disorders,  skin  cancer,  and  other  serious 
injuries  as  a direct  result  of  the  radiation  releases  from  Hanford  since 
1943. 

While  all  residents  living  in  the  areas  surrounding  Hanford  since  1943 
were  placed  at  risk  of  deadly  exposure  to  radiological  contamination, 
adult  Native  Americans  and  their  children  were  uniquely  situated  in 
their  lifestyles,  dietary  patterns,  religious  expressions,  and  cultural 
habits,  to  suffer  radiological  exposure  significantly  more  intense  than 
was  suffered  by  non-Native  Americans  - a fact  known  to  the  Government 
and  underlying  their  selection  of  these  Native  Americans  for  study  of  the 
health  effects  from  Hanford.  Furthermore,  no  actions  by  the  U.S. 

Government  to  address  these  devastating  health  effects,  including  a 
recent  proposal  for  health  monitoring,  take  into  account  the  unique  diet 
and  cultural  lifestyle  of  the  Native  Americans  and  their 
consequent  greater  exposure  to  environmental  damage. 

In  addition,  the  Government  consistently  failed  to  disclose  or 
acknowledge  to  the  public  the  dangerous  conditions  it  created  at  the 
facility  and  the  resulting  adverse  public  health  effect  but  instead 
engaged  in  a practice  of  misrepresentation,  concealment  and/or  false  and 
misleading  reassurances  concerning  the  dangerous  condition  created  and 
their  adverse  health  consequences.  These  human  experiments  were 
conducted  in  secrecy,  without  disclosure  to  or  consent  from  the  Native 
Americans,  despite  the  fact  that  the  United  States  had  developed 
policies  and  procedures  as  early  as  1946  which  required  informed  consent 
from  subjects  of  human  radiation  experiments.  This  experimentation  was 
undertaken  at  a time  when  the  laws  in  this  country  had  clearly 
established  that  all  American  citizens  have  a constitutional  right, 
derived  from  the  Fifth  and  14th  Amendments,  to  bodily  integrity,  free 
from  non-consensual  invasion  or  tampering  by  governmental  agencies.  By 
surreptitiously  exposing  the  Native  Americans  to  hazards 
to  their  bodily  integrity  without  consent,  the  Government  and  other 
Defendants  have  violated  the  Native  American's  constitutional  rights  to 
life  and  liberty  under  the  Fifth  Amendment  to  the  United  States  Constitution. 

The  Native  Americans  are  bringing  this  action  in  order  to  bring  to  light 
the  conduct  of  the  United  States  Government  concerning  human  radiation 
experiments,  to  protect  the  Treaty  rights  of  Native  American  peoples  to 
live  their  traditional  way  of  life,  to  protect  the  human  dignity  of  all 
American  citizens  from  violation,  to  restore  the  cultural  and  natural 
resources  of  Native  Americans,  to  ensure  their  constitutional  protection 
and  to  provide  a remedy  for  the  physical  and  spiritual  harm  caused  by 
these  radiation  experiments.  The  Native  Americans  are  represented  by 
Chamberlain,  Neaton  & Johnson  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  Baker, 

Donelson,  Bearman  & Caldwell  of  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

CONTACT:  Todd  M.  Johnson,  Attorney  at  Law  | 612-473-8444 
Chamberlain,  Neaton  & Johnson  | or  | Charles  G.  Walker, 

Attorney  at  Law  | 901-577-2130  | Baker,  Donelson,  Bearman 
& Caldwell  | or  | Karen  J.  Snedeker  or  Joanne  B.  Henry  | 

888-642-1960  | Neuger  Henry  Bartkowski  Public  Relations 

"RE : Remember  "Bison  Guts"?"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Jul  1997  09:42:08  -0400 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <son jakeo@pond . com> 


Sub j : Remember  "bison  guts"  ? 


UUCP  email 

http://www.bigskywire.com/gazette/index.htm 
Grand  jury  indicts  woman  in  bison  entrails  case 

By  10E  KOLMAN 
Gazette  Bozeman  Bureau 
The  Billings  Gazette 

BOZEMAN  - The  Bozeman  woman  who  dumped  bison  guts  in  front  of  a U.S. 

Cabinet  member,  two  congressmen  and  the  governor  is  now  facing  federal 
assault  charges  and  could  be  sent  to  prison. 

Delyla  Wilson  was  notified  by  certified  mail  on  Saturday  that  a grand 
jury  indicted  her  of  assaulting  federal  public  officials  during  a March 
meeting  about  Yellowstone  National  Park  bison  in  Gardiner. 

Wilson,  who  along  with  her  husband  are  founding  members  of  the  Bison 
Action  Group,  says  she  dumped  the  5-gallon  bucket  of  entrails  on  a table  in 
front  of  the  officials  to  protest  of  the  killing  of  the  bison  for  disease 
control . 

A record  1,100  park  bison  were  shot  or  slaughtered  last  winter  as  part  of 
a plan  to  prevent  the  possible  spread  of  brucellosis  from  bison  to  cattle. 

Wilson,  who  is  charged  in  Park  County  with  the  misdemeanor  crimes  of 
disorderly  conduct  and  assault  stemming  from  the  incident,  said  she  was 
surprised  by  the  more  serious  federal  charges. 

"It  shows  me  that  my  action  was  effective,"  said  Wilson,  a a 33-year-old 
bookkeeper.  "It  got  somebody's  attention." 

The  indictments  delivered  to  Wilson  show  that  U.S.  Assistant  Attorney  Klaus 
Richter  is  prosecuting  the  case.  Richter  refused  to  discuss  the  charges 
Tuesday. 

Wilson  is  charged  with  assaulting  U.S.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Dan 
Glickman  and  Sen.  Conrad  Burns,  R-Mont.,  according  to  documents.  Sen.  Max 
Baucus,  D-Mont.,  was  also  at  the  table,  but  no  charges  were  filed 
concerning  him. 

Punishment  could  include  a year  in  prison  and  a $100,000  fine. 

In  1990,  Wilson  smeared  bison  blood  on  a buffalo  hunter's  face,  which 
resulted  in  her  conviction  of  misdemeanor  assault  and  a sentence  of  40 
hours  of  community  service. 

Wilson  is  scheduled  to  appear  Aug.  13  in  Billings  on  the  federal  charges. 
Her  Park  County  Justice  Court  trial  is  scheduled  for  the  next  week. 

- "RE:  Essence  of  Evil"  

Date:  Sun,  27  Jul  1997  09:22:07  -0700 
From:  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte.net> 

Sub j : The  essence  of  evil  is  ignorance 

UUCP  email 

The  Challenge:  'The  essence  of  evil  is  ignorance.' 

There  is  a crisis  in  Yellowstone  National  Park.  The  last  wild  herd  of 
Buffalo  are  being  slaughtered.  This  year  alone,  two  thousand  Buffalo  have 
been  shot  by  ranchers  and  officials  in  Montana  as  they  strayed  outside  the 
confines  of  the  park. 

"The  Buffalo  Nation  must  be  preserved.",  states  Rosalie  Little  Thunder, 
a Lakota  woman,  as  she  explains  the  urgency  of  the  situation. 

"Yellowstone  Park  represents  the  last  spot  of  wilderness  in  this  country 
and  these  Bison  comprise  the  last  wild  herd.  Bison  represent  the  "Miner's 
Canary",  an  animal  totem  placed  here  by  the  Great  Spirit  to  protect  all 
humans.  The  dying  Buffalo  only  signify  our  death  as  well.  This 
destruction  in  the  circle  of  life  effects  each  and  every  one  of  us.  " 

This  recent  crisis  began  when  humans  upset  the  natural  winter  cycle  of 
nature  in  the  park.  "Snow  mobiles  have  become  very  popular  on  the  paths 
of  the  upper  regions  of  the  park."  explains  Little  Thunder.  "Their  use 
packs  the  snow  tightly  and  the  Bison  can  not  graze  in  their  usual  haunts. 


The  Bison  then  move  into  the  lower  regions  in  search  of  food.  When  they 
find  none,  they  proceed  to  roam  outside  of  the  park,  pushed  by  starvation 
The  moment  they  cross  the  invisible  barriers,  they  are  shot  or  rounded 
up  for  the  slaughterhouse." 

This  is  a clear  reflection  of  the  kind  of  crisis  that  humans  create  by 
their  ignorance.  Not  only  at  Yellowstone,  but  around  the  world,  our  over 
population  pushes  living  creatures,  plants  and  animals,  out  of  their 
homelands.  In  many  places  in  the  United  States  there  are  new  laws  to 
protect  both  the  animals  habitats  and  endangered  species.  That  is  not 
true  in  Montana.  For  seven  years  the  pleas  of  the  Native  American's  have 
been  ignored.  There  are  no  laws  on  the  books  to  protect  the  Buffalo. 

...Neither  is  there  a law  that  says  roaming  Buffalo  must  be  shot.  The 
law  does  require  that  ranchers  vaccinate  their  herds  for  Brucellosis,  but 
it  is  mostly  ignored  because  it  cuts  into  profits  to  comply.  The  myth  of 
Buffalo  as  dangerous  carriers  of  Brucellosis  has  become  the  favorite  way 
of  cattle  ranchers  to  cover  up  the  massacre.  In  reality,  park  Buffalo  have 
been  tested  and  laboratory  reports  reveal  less  than  2 % are  infected.  In 
addition,  it  has  never  been  proven  that  Buffalo  can  transmit  Brucellosis 
to  cattle.  Despite  this.  Bison  who  are  tested,  tagged  and  released  with  a 
clean  bill  of  health,  are  being  shot. 

Shooting  a Buffalo  is  like  shooting  a parked  truck.  Without  much  effort 
it  provides  a way  for  cowboys  on  horseback,  trucks  and  motorcycles,  to 
feel  like  men  again.  Witness  these  men  as  they  take  the  time  to  "herd"  the 
already  captured  Buffalo  inside  of  holding  pens.  When  the  men  are  not 
chasing  them,  the  docile  animals  stand  and  await  their  trip  to  the 
slaughterhouse.  This  becomes  an  easy  way  to  make  a quick  buck  from  the 
hides,  hoofs,  heads  and  the  desirable  Buffalo  meat  --  a proven  low 
cholesterol  and  low  fat  delicacy.  Dead  carcasses  from  the  slaughter 
houses  and  those  shot  on  private  lands  are  sold  to  the  highest  bidder. 

All  that  is  left  behind  in  the  fields  are  rotting  piles  of  guts  and 
fetuses . 

What  is  occurring  is  not  rational.  It  is  a tribute  to  the  limited 
thinking  of  humans  with  zero  tolerance  for  Bison;  humans  who  insist  on 
handling  things  in  old  and  arrogant  ways.  It  does  not  fit  into  our  new 
understanding  of  the  circle  of  life.  History:  Who  Owns  The  Property? 

Malcolm  Forbes  owned  all  the  land  around  the  park  until  the  1980's.  A 
year  before  he  died,  he  sold  off  the  land  to  the  highest  bidder.  When 
Yellowstone  failed  to  raise  the  full  selling  amount,  Forbes  sold  the  land 
to  The  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant.  The  ten  thousand  acres  became 
world  headquarters  for  the  group  which  was  started  in  1958  by  Mark  Prophet 
Since  his  death  in  1973,  the  church  has  been  lead  by  his  widow,  Elizabeth 
Clare  Prophet.  Mrs.  Prophet's  church  teaches  the  love  of  the  Ascended 
Masters.  These  include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  Jesus,  St.  Germane  and 
Buddha  . Ironically,  they  lead  church  members  around  the  world  in 
'Practical  Spirituality'.  They  instruct  members  in  elimination  of 
negative  karma  with  the  use  of  the  'Violet  Flame'.  They  claim  to  work 
with  members  far  and  near  to  help  further  an  age  of  enlightenment.  Self 
proclaimed  as  a community  of  love,  they  urge  members  to  recognize  God  in 
all  human  beings. 

In  1980,  the  Church  used  the  threat  of  'Armageddon'  to  attract 
followers  to  establish  a self  sufficient  community  on  the  land  surrounding 
Yellowstone.  At  one  point  in  the  eighties,  over  seven  hundred  followers 
lived  on  the  land  and  raised  cattle,  sheep  and  crops.  Presently,  around 
three  hundred  devotees  share  the  land.  They  are  more  interested  these 
days  in  recruiting  church  members  and  publishing  books.  They  "...Do  not 
approve  of  the  killing  of  Buffalo  on  church  land."  states  Murray  Steinman, 
Vice  President  of  Communications  for  the  church.  What  he  does  not  admit 

is  that  an  annual  income  of  $ comes  from  international  Cattle 

Baron  Brian  Severin,  for  use  of  church  land  for  grazing  his  herd  of  non- 
vaccinated  cattle.  Shooting  the  wandering  Buffalo  is  a requirement  of  the 
church  keeping  that  income.  Who  Are  The  Killers? 

The  Department  of  the  Interior  and  the  Park  Rangers  actually  pull  the 
triggers,  at  the  request  of  ranchers  or  the  owners  of  the  land.  Buffalo 
Prayer  Day  and  an  example  of  the  Church's  Love: 

On  March  6,  1997,  (during  the  125th  anniversary  week  of  Yellowstone 


National  Park)  a gathering  of  people,  lead  by  Arvol  Looking  Horse, 
nineteenth  generation  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe  Keeper,  conducted  a Day  of 
Prayer  for  the  Buffalo.  Participant's  were  cleaned  with  sage  and  sang 
Indian  songs.  The  group  formed  a walking  circle  around  the  holding  pen 
in  which  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  Bison  were  awaiting  slaughter. 

Joseph  Chasing  Horse  from  the  Black  Hills  was  the  eloquent  spokesperson. 

He  explained  the  circle  of  life;  the  time  has  come  to  heal  the  racism 
that  divides  us.  He  spoke  of  the  significance  of  the  Bison  and  the  Eagle 
in  relationship  to  the  humans  on  the  Earth.  He  spoke  of  the  brotherhood 
and  interdependence  between  Native  Americans  and  the  Bison.  In  traditional 
times  , tribes  were  dependent  upon  the  Bison  for  survival.  Prayers  before 
the  hunt  made  sure  that  the  spirit  of  the  fallen  Bison  was  free  and  at 
peace.  Chasing  Horse  spoke  of  the  ancient  prophecies  and  of  the  Buffalo's 
plight.  Five  hundred  years  ago,  sixty  million  Buffalo  roamed  the  earth. 

Now  less  than  one  thousand  remain.  He  also  spoke  of  the  predicament  of 
the  Native  American  Nations.  Considered  prisoners  of  war  in  the  1800's, 
Indians  were  held  captive  in  pens  behind  barbed  wire,  much  like  the  Bison 
today.  Six  hundred  million  Native  Americans  have  now  been  reduced  to 
less  than  a million.  Finally,  in  respect  of  the  tradition  of  Native 
Americans,  cameras  were  turned  off  to  prepare  for  the  ceremony. 

When  the  ceremony  was  complete,  the  people  said  good-bye  and  dispersed. 
As  a small  group  returned  to  Gardiner,  Montana,  they  learned  that 
fourteen  Bison  lay  dead  on  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant  land.  Rosalie 
Little  Thunder,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  ceremony,  along  with  her  ten 
year  old  grandson,  Tim,  stared  in  disbelief  as  they  approached  the 
carcasses.  "Going  from  ceremony  to  this  is  chilling.",  she  said.  She 
requested  permission  to  walk  on  church  land  to  say  prayers  for  the  dead 
Bison.  On  behalf  of  the  Church  Triumpant  and  Universal,  Murray  Steinman 
asked  the  Sheriff  to  arrest  her  if  she  did  so.  "Grandma,  how  old  do  I have 
to  be  to  get  arrested?"  questioned  Tim.  Having  already  taken  a few  steps 
on  to  the  land.  Little  Thunder  began  prayers.  At  that  point,  Mr.  Steinman 
asked  the  Sheriff  to  handcuff  and  detain  her.  Little  Thunder,  arrested 
while  praying  on  church  land,  was  charged  with  trespassing. 

As  she  was  handcuffed,  a line  of  Native  American  women  yelled  from  the 
Old  Yellowstone  Trail  road,  "Stand  and  fight  with  the  Lakota  Women!" 

After  Rosalie  was  held  in  the  police  car  for  over  an  hour,  she  was  taken 
to  jail. 

Her  bail  was  set  at  $320.00.  (The  Rangers  held  Rosalie  in  their  outer 
room  for  an  hour  so  that  her  friends  could  scramble  to  collect  money  and 
pay  her  bail.  The  Rangers  themselves  made  small  donations.) 

As  the  confrontation  subsided,  trucks  filled  with  the  skinned  carcasses 
drove  off  leaving  fourteen  piles  of  guts  to  rot  in  the  fields.  That  same 
week,  the  one  thousandth  Bison  was  shot  for  roaming  outside  of  park 
boundaries . 
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PRESS  STATEMENT 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

In  Black  Mesa,  Arizona,  USA,  traditional  Dine  (Navajo)  people  face 
forced  eviction  and  relocation  from  their  homelands.  Passage  of  the 
Relocation  Act  already  affected  11,000  traditional  Dine  and  100  Hopi. 
Now,  the  people  concerned  have  been  told  to  sign  the  Accommodation 
Agreement  by  March  31,  1997,  or  else  face  forced  relocation  from  the 
lands  by  US  Marshals  on  April  1,  1997. 

What  has  been  led  to  believe  to  be  a dispute  between  traditional  Dine 
(Navajo)  and  Hopi,  turns  out  to  be  a commercial  hunt  for  the  natural 
resources  in  the  area.  To  these  people,  the  earth  is  sacred.  Black 
Mesa  is  the  most  sacred  ground  in  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  tradition.  About 
250  traditional  Dine  families  still  live  on  the  heavily  polluted  land 
directly  surrounding  the  Black  Mesa  / Kayenta  mining  complex,  the 
world  s largest  strip  mine,  operated  by  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company. 
Livestock  has  died  from  the  effects  of  the  pollution,  water  is 
polluted  and  many  of  the  residents  suffer  from  health  effects  due  to 
excessive  coal  dust.  They  resisted  relocation  because  they  live 
self-sufficient  traditional  lifestyles,  and  relocation  to  a totally 
different  surrounding  and  culture  would  mean  the  end  of  their  own 
culture.  Relocation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  region  would  clear  the 
path  for  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company  to  extend  its  mining  operations 
in  Northern  Arizona. 

After  previous  relocations,  many  of  the  people  lost  their  homes, 
called  the  home  loss  phenomena.  Due  to  difficulties  in  adapting  to 
their  new  surroundings  and  to  a new  culture,  the  traditional  Dine 
could  not  afford  to  pay  their  mortgages,  and  became  homeless.  The 
Academy  Award  winning  movie  Broken  Rainbow  presented  a moving 
account  of  the  forced  relocation. 

The  designated  area  for  resettling  relocatees,  near  the  San  3uan  River 
near  Shiprock,  New  Mexico,  was  part  of  a land  fraud  involved  in  a 
Congressional  investigation.  The  area  is  contaminated  by  1.5  million 
tons  of  uranium  ore  that  was  processed  and  left  in  contaminated  waste 
piles  covering  72  acres. 

The  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation,  and  its  political  arm,  Dineh  Alliance, 
have  rejected  the  Accommodation  Agreement  outright.  Acceptance  of  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  will  mean  a violation  of  Freedom  of  Religion 
and  of  Speech  for  the  traditional  Dine  and  Hopi.  The  Agreement  would 
directly  attack  their  inalienable  rights  as  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  therefore  be  unconstitutional,  by  denying  them  the  right 
to  vote  in  the  elections  of  a local  government,  and  by  denying  the 
right  to  be  tried  by  an  impartial  jury. 

"We  stand  unified  one  with  another  in  our  opposition  to  this  unjust 
and  unfair  law  that  was  created  to  remove  us  from  the  land  by  any 
means  and  at  any  cost.  This  continued  violation  of  our  basic  rights  as 
human  beings  must  not  be  allowed  to  beside  the  U.S.  Constitution  and 
Bill  of  Rights  or  the  Bible,"  stated  one  Dine. 

"The  voice  of  the  people  must  be  heard  for  justice  on  Black  Mesa  to 
ensure  the  protection  and  survival  of  the  people.  The  struggle  is  to 
protect  sacred  land,  religion,  and  the  survival  of  a traditional  way 
of  life  from  corporate  interests.  Relocation  is  genocide." 

The  Dutch  Tolerance  Foundation  acknowledges  the  fact  that  relocation 
would  mean  the  end  of  the  Dine  culture  and  strongly  urges  the  US 
government  to  take  actions,  to  prevent  relocation  from  happening.  The 
homelands  are  vital  for  the  Dine  and  Hopi  cultures,  and  need  to  be 
preserved . 

For  further  information,  please  contact: 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  - Dineh  Alliance 
P.0.  Box  1042 
Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 
USA 

Phone/Fax:  (520)  607  1449 


Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  - Dineh  Alliance 


Sub-Office 
P.O.  Box  2889 
Window  Rock,  AZ  86515 
USA 

Phone/Fax:  (505)  371  5551 

Sovereign  Dineh  Nation 
P.O.  Box  30435 
Flagstaff,  AZ  86003 
USA 

Phone:  (520)  522  8683 

The  Tolerance  Foundation 

P.O.  Box  1970 

1200  BZ  Hilversum 

The  Netherlands 

Phone:  +31  (0)35  69  50  667 

Fax:  +31  (0)35  69  50  681 

- "RE:  Combining  Native  Resources"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Jul  1997  16:26:47  -0400 
From:  Doe  Campagna  <aconcert@CARROLL.COM> 

Sub j : Combining  Native  resources 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[There  are  resources  that  if  a representative  was  invited  from  each  board 
of  the  following  orgs.  a network  could  be  devised  to  create  the  venue  to 
aid  and  help  provide  additional  funding  as  well  as  create  a viable  board 
made  up  of  UNAT  officers  from  a directorship  composed  of  these  and  other 
members  as  mentioned  including  others  here  and  not  yet  here  at  NAT-FILM  to 
create  a massive  broadcasting  effort.-  DC] 

♦Native  Voices  Public  Television*  has  three  main  components  -- 
supporting  the  films  and  television  programs  of  independent 
Native  American  producers,  the  distribution  of  these 

award-winning  documentaries,  and  providing  professional/degree  granting 
training  for  Native  Americans  interested  in  careers  in  the  media. 


The  mission  of  * NATIVE  AMERICAN  PUBLIC  TELECOMMUNICATIONS,  INC.*  is  to 
inform,  educate  and  encourage  the  awareness  of  tribal  histories,  cultures, 
languages,  opportunities  and  aspirations  through  the  fullest  participation 
of  American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  in  creating  and  employing  all  forms 
of  educational  and  public  telecommunications  programs  and  services, 
thereby  supporting  tribal  sovereignty.  We  accomplish  this  mission  through: 
Producing  and  developing  educational  telecommunication  programs  for  all 
media  including  television  and  public  radio.  Distributing  and  encouraging 
the  broadest  use  of  such  educational  telecommunications  programs. 

Providing  training  opportunities  to  encourage  increasing  numbers  of 
American  Indians  and  Alaska  Natives  to  produce  quality  programs.  Promoting 
increased  control  and  use  of  information  technologies  by  American  Indians 
and  Alaska  Natives.  Providing  leadership  in  creating  awareness  of  and 
developing  telecommunications  policies  favorable  to  American  Indians  and 
Alaska  Natives.  Building  partnerships  to  develop  and  implement 
telecommunications  projects  with  tribal  nations,  Indian  organizations,  and 
native  communities. 


Started  in  1992,  the  *AIHEC  Telecommunications  Project*  began  as  a planning 
project  funded  with  a grant  from  the  United  States  Congress  and 
administered  through  the  Department  of  Commerce.  The  purpose  of  the 
planning  project  was  to  develop  and  implement  a plan  to  connect  the  tribal 
and  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  controlled  community  colleges  and 
universities  together  in  a seamless  telecommunications  system  for  the 
purpose  of  sharing  limited  educational  resources.  With  the  assistance  of 
Nebraska  Educational  Telecommunications,  Native  American  Public 


Telecommunications,  and  the  Public  Broadcasting  Service,  the  AIHEC  Project 
has  made  great  strides  in  meeting  that  goal. 

Fall  1995,  the  AIHEC  Distance  Learning  Network  began  transmitting  it's 
first  telecourse  from  Northwest  Indian  College,  Bellingham,  Washington. 
Fall  1996,  will  see  two  additional  telecourses  added  to  the  telecourse 
schedule  with  three  more  slated  to  be  offered  in  spring  1997. 

The  American  Indian  Higher  Education  Consortium  is  comprised  of  thirty 
tribal  and  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  controlled  community  colleges  and 
universities  that  are  located  in  twelve  states  and  one  province  of  Canada. 
Twenty  six  of  the  thirty  institutions  are  located  on  tribal  nations  that 
are  situated  in  remote  areas  of  the  country.  AIHEC' s mission  is  to  foster 
educational  opportunities  for  American  Indians  and  Alaskan  Natives  in  an 
atmosphere  that  reflects  and  promotes  the  cultural  heritage  of  the  native 
people  they  serve. 


The  Native  American  Journalists  Association,  based  in  Minneapolis, 

Minnesota,  has  a unique  and  challenging  mission.  Its  primary  goal  is  to 
improve  communications  among  Native  people  and  between  Native  Americans 
and  the  general  public.  The  work  of  the  association  addresses  the  entire 
spectrum  of  Native  communications  and  encompasses  a wide  range  of  issues 
and  concerns  affecting  the  survival  and  the  development  of  the  Native 
media  and  Native  communications. 

Native  leaders  have  been  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  media  to  Native 
communities  for  a long  time.  Since  the  establishment  of  The  Cherokee 
Phoenix,  the  nation's  first  bilingual  Native  newspaper,  in  1828,  there 
have  been  continuous  efforts  by  tribal  people  to  address  the  news  and 
information  needs  of  their  communities. 

Only  in  recent  times,  with  the  advent  of  modern  communications 
technology,  have  the  Native 

media  progressed  from  a local  and  regional  focus  to  a national  and 
international  scope  to  meet  the  communication  needs  of  Native  people.  Out 
of  this  historical  context  come  the  influences,  philosophy  and  Native 
experiences  with  the  media  which  gave  rise  to  the  formation  of  a Native 
American  Journalists  Association,  goals 

NAJA's  Board  of  Directors  is  composed  of  Native  print  and  broadcast 
journalists  from  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  Board  members  represent  both  Native 
and  mainstream  media  and  provide  the 

organization  with  a broad  base  of  expertise  and  communication  experience 
at  the  local  and  national  level.  The  current  executive  board  includes  11 
members . 

Voting  membership  in  NAJA  is  open  to  Native  communications  professionals 
and  Native  college  journalism  or  communication  majors.  Non-voting 
membership  is  open  to  educational  institutions.  Native  high  school 
students  and  non-Native  individuals  and  media  organizations. 

The  Board  has  prioritized  three  program  goals  for  NAJA,  based  on  a 
comprehensive  membership  survey  conducted  by  the  organization  and  research 
by  other  agencies  on  Native  communications  needs.  These  goals  are: 

1. To  improve  media  coverage  of  Native  Americans. 

2.  To  offer  training  and  support  to  Native  Americans  already  in  the  field. 

3.  To  increase  the  number  of  Native  journalists. 

Empowerment  of  the  Native  media  and  respect  for  the  Native  culture  and 
traditions  are  conceptual  foundations  of  NAJA  programs. 
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"RE : Alaska  Fishery  Job"  

Date:  Wed,  23  Jul  97  15:59:57  -0600 

From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)ALASKA  Fishery  job 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  


Author:  <ind-net@listproc.wsu.edu>  at  SMTP 

Date:  7/17/97  2:36  PM 

Date:  Wednesday,  Duly  16,  1997  12:08PM 

VACANCY  ANNOUNCEMENT 
SENIOR  ECONOMIST 

North  Pacific  Fishery  Management  Council 

DUTIES:  To  serve  as  senior  staff  economist,  assisting  the  Executive 
Director  in  the  identification  and  analysis  of  economic  issues  pertaining  to 
fisheries  management  off  Alaska,  particularly  the  groundfish  fisheries. 

Will  participate  as  part  of  a team  of  economic  and  biological  analysts  from 
Council  staff  and  from  the  staffs  of  other  agencies. 

Primary  responsibilities  will  be  to  lead  an  economics  analytical  team  into 
the  21st  century  in  support  of  major  Council  initiatives  to  develop 
management  programs  for  the  multi-million  dollar  groundfish  and  crab 
fisheries  off  Alaska.  This  would  include  several  different  management 
approaches,  likely  including  some  focus  on  individual  fishing  quotas  (IFQs) 
once  the  Congressional  moratorium  on  IFQ  programs  expires  in  the  year  2001. 
Allocations  of  fish  resources  to  inshore  and  offshore  sectors,  and  measures 
to  comply  with  recent  Magnuson-Stevens  Act  requirements,  including  bycatch 
reduction  measures,  are  also  likely  to  comprise  near-term  assignments. 
Benefit-cost  and  economic  impact  analyses  will  be  required  to  help  the 
Council  develop  the  best  management  approaches  for  these  fisheries. 

Specific  duties  will  include: 

1.  Preparation  of  economic  and  statistical  analyses  and  reports  for  use 
in  the  amendment  of  fishery  management  plans. 

2.  Contributing  to  the  development  of  economics  issue  or  position  papers 
to  assist  the  Council  in  the  formation  of  fisheries  policy. 

3.  Conducting  critical  reviews  of  other  analyses  developed  in  support  of 
plans . 

4.  Acting,  upon  assignment,  as  a liaison  between  the  North  Pacific 
Fishery  Management  Council  and  other  agencies  with  which  it 
cooperates,  including  the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service,  the 
Northwest  & Alaska  Fisheries  Center, 

the  Alaska  Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  other  Council  staffs,  the 
International  Pacific  Halibut  Commission. 

5.  Acting,  upon  request,  as  spokesman  for  the  staff  in  discussions  with 
the  Council  or  the  Council's  committees  on  matters  relating  to  the  impacts 
of  proposed  fishery  management  regulations. 

6.  Attending  public  hearings  on  plans  and  other  meetings  and  hearings 
as  required. 

7.  Other  duties  as  assigned. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

Desired  Minimums: 

Master's  degree  or  higher  (Ph.D.  preferred)  in  economics,  resource 
economics,  agricultural  economics,  or  a related  discipline. 

Progressively  responsible  experience  in  economic  research  related  to 
fisheries  or  other  renewable  natural  resources. 

Experience  in  conducting  applied  benefit-cost  and  economic  impact 
analyses . 

Ability  to  articulate  technical  information  to  non-  technical  audiences. 
Ability  to  write  clearly  and  succinctly. 

A knowledge  of  U.S.  fishery  management  institutions. 

A knowledge  of  the  various  laws  pertaining  to  management  of  the 
fishing  industry,  including  the  Magnuson-Stevens  Fishery  Conservation 
and  Management  Act,  the  Executive  Order  12866,  the  Regulatory 
Flexibility  Act,  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act,  and  others. 

Familiarity  with  the  use  of  microcomputers  for  statistical  analysis  and 
interfacing  with  mainframe  computers. 

Persons  with  qualifications  less  than  the  specified  minimums  may  be 
considered,  but  placement  of  such  persons  may  be  accordingly  lower. 

Preferred : 

Familiarity  with  North  Pacific  fisheries  and  their  management. 

Experience  with  multi-disciplinary  task  forces. 


Experience  beyond  the  minimums  required  above. 

SALARY:  GS-12/13  equivalent  plus  COLA  ($60, 000-$80, 000  starting 
range),  DOE,  plus  fringe  benefits  package  that  includes  life  and  health 
insurance  and  participation  in  the  State  of  Alaska  Retirement  Plan. 

LOCATION:  The  Council  office  is  located  in  Anchorage,  Alaska.  Travel 

will  be  required  to  attend  meetings  in  other  Alaska  and  Pacific  Northwest 
locations . 

TERM  OF  EMPLOYMENT:  A commitment  of  at  least  two  years  is  required. 

Longer  would  be  better,  but  we  also  would  give  favorable  consideration 
to  applicants  with  high  standing  in  academia  or  government  who  could  only 
be  away  for  two  years.  Interagency  personnel  assignments  (IPAs)  also  will 
be  considered. 

TO  APPLY:  A current  curriculum  vitae  or  employment  resume,  which 

highlights  relevant  experience,  training,  education,  research  skills,  and 
publications,  is  required.  A brief  statement  of  interest,  which  describes 
the  skills  you  would  bring  to  this  position,  is  also  requested.  Send  these 
materials  to: 

Dr.  Clarence  G.  Pautzke 
Executive  Director 

North  Pacific  Fishery  Management  Council 
605  W.  4th  Avenue,  #306 
Anchorage,  Alaska  99501 

The  deadline  for  applications  is  August  15,  1997 
Telephone  inquiries:  Chris  Oliver,  Deputy  Director  (907)  271-2809. 

No  format  is  prescribed;  however,  resumes  and  statements  of  interest 
which  do  not  exceed  three  pages  in  length  will  be  appreciated.  Letters 
of  recommendation  or  references  may  be  included.  Education 
transcripts  are  not  needed  at  this  time. 

"RE : Must  It  End  Flere?"  

Date:  Sat,  26  Dul  1997  14:12:09  -0400 
From:  "DS  Adonaset  Fort"  <adonaset@Radix. Net> 

Sub j : Must  it  end  here? 

UUCP  email 
Oyea  Tau 

A voice  was  heard  calling  out  and  then  the  sounds  of  crying.  There,  stood 
a man,  a man  of  the  People.  His  chest  bled  profusely  from  many  wounds,  his 
face  and  arms  bore  many  cuts.  The  cuts  on  his  arms  bled  and  the  blood  ran 
down  and  dripped  from  his  finger-tips. 

Fie  asked  "why  do  you  keep  me  trapped?  why  do  you  not  allow  me  to  pass  in 
peace?  why  do  you  deny  me?"  Then  he  spoke  again  "I  have  fought  well  for 
our  People  - look  at  me,  my  wounds  are  to  my  front,  no  enemy  has  struck  my 
back.  When  I was  struck  with  the  final  blow,  I fell  as  a warrior  should 
fall,  I fell  with  my  back  to  the  ground  to  keep  it  clean.  So  why  do  you 
keep  me  here,  allow  me  to  pass,  why  do  you  deny  my  children?  Must  it  end 
here?" 

Then  next  to  the  man  there  stood  several  children,  their  scalps  had  been 
cut  away  from  their  heads,  and  one  ear  had  been  cut  off.  Blood  flowed  from 
throats  that  had  been  slashed  or  from  bullet  holes  or  broken  skulls.  "Look 
at  the  bounty  that  my  children  have  paid;  is  the  price  they  paid  not  high 
enough  for  you?  Must  they  pay  an  even  higher  price?  Why  do  you  deny  me, 
and  why  do  you  deny  my  children?  Must  it  end  here?" 

Then  there  appeared  a young  girl  standing  next  to  the  man,  her  belly 
swollen  and  heavy  with  child.  "This  is  my  daughter,  the  last  of  my 
children.  Look  at  her  - she  was  violated  by  one  of  the  soldiers  and  she 
now  carries  a child.  My  daughter  passed  over  while  birthing  that  child  but 
she  gave  me  a grandchild."  Then  the  man  pointed  and  a small  child 
appeared.  A child  conceived  in  rape  and  brought  into  life  as  the  life  of 
the  mother  was  ending.  The  man  reached  out  and  touched  the  child,  the  blood 
from  his  finger  tips  dripped  onto  the  head  of  the  child.  "This  is  my  blood. 

Why  do  deny  me,  why  do  you  deny  my  blood,  why  do  you  deny  my  children? 

Must  it  end  here?" 


Then  the  man  pointed  to  empty  villages  where  the  People  once  lived.  He 
pointed  to  villages  destroyed  and  burned.  The  man  moved  on  and  said  "there 
are  others".  He  then  pointed  to  a village  that  appeared  empty  but  there 
appeared  two  bodies  lying  in  the  center  of  the  square.  One  was  a black  man 
the  other  a woman  of  the  People.  They  lay  there  in  silence.  Their  limbs 
inter-twined,  clinging  to  one  another,  to  shield  one  another  from  the 
bullets,  from  the  certain  death.  Then  the  man  reached  between  them  and 
brought  forth  a child.  It  was  the  child  they  had  shielded.  They  had 
shielded  the  last  vestige  of  their  love.  The  man  held  the  child  up  and 
asked  "why  do  you  deny  this  child?"  As  he  held  the  child,  the  blood  from 
his  finger  tips  dripped  onto  the  head  of  the  child.  "This  is  my  blood. 

Must  it  end  here?" 

I dreamed  this  dream.  A fool  woke  from  his  slumber.  Blood  quantum  means 
nothing.  The  true  measure  of  belonging  is  in  the  blood  - but  not  in  the 
amount.  A fool  has  woke  from  his  slumber. 

Adonaset 

Walk  in  Harmony 

adonaset@radix.net 
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Amongst  the  Lakota  there  lives  a man  called  Iktomi  (Spiderman).  This  man 
does  things  backwards  and  his  clownish  ways  cause  the  people  to  laugh  at 
him,  but  he  is  also  a sly  and  cunning  man  and  a teacher.  We  also  have 
Coyote  stories  amongst  the  Lakota.  In  most  stories  Iktomi  comes  out  on  top 
because  he  is  so  wise,  cunning  and  sly.  Because  of  these  characteristics, 
sometimes  he  outsmarts  him  self,  and  the  Coyote  comes  out  on  top. 

Among  the  Lakota  Iktomi  has  two  meanings.  One  is  Spiderman  and  the  other 
is  that  when  a man  has  the  instincts  of  this  insect,  he  is  Iktomi.  He  has 
mysterious  supernatural  powers,  both  good  and  bad.  Sometimes  he  displays 
his  mysterious  powers  in  front  of  his  enemies,  such  as  in  this  story  I 
was  told  when  I was  a kid.  My  grandfather  said,  "Grandson,  long  ago  when 
the  country  was  still  wild  and  free,  several  Lakotas  went  out  to  prey  upon 
the  enemies  to  take  away  their  horses.  As  they  were  traveling,  sun  past 
mid-day,  and  crossing  an  open  space,  the  leader  of  the  group  told 
everybody  to  be  careful  because  he  said,  "We  are  in  enemy  territory  and  we 
could  get  a surprise  attack  any  time."  Iktomi  was  amongst  them  and  all  the 
time  they  were  traveling  he  was  always  the  last  one  he  was  always  lagging 
behind  so  the  leader  told  him  to  stay  right  in  the  middle  of  the  group. 

They  were  crossing  the  big  open  space  and  Iktomi 's  was  riding  a spotted 
horse  that  always  looked  like  it  wanted  to  go  to  sleep  the  way  he  drooped 
his  head  and  slowed  down.  As  they  were  getting  close  to  where  there  were 
some  small  rolling  hills  on  each  side  of  the  trail,  from  out  of  nowhere 
they  heard  war  cries.  Before  they  realized  what  was  taking  place  the 
enemy  were  swooping  down  upon  them,  and  they  were  outnumbered  5 to  1.  The 
only  thing  they  could  do  was  turn  their  horses  around  and  make  a dash 
towards  the  small  rolling  hills  at  one  side  of  the  trail.  My  grandfather 
explained,  "They  said  they  left  Iktomi  behind  as  though  he  was  standing 
still,  and  just  as  they  looked  back  to  see  how  far  the  enemies  were 
behind  them,  they  saw  the  enemies  surrounded  Iktomi  like  bees  around  honey. 


The  enemy  were  whooping  it  up  and  it  seemed  as  though  every  one  of  them 
tried  to  be  first  one  to  count  coup  by  touching  Iktomi  with  their  coup 
stick.  In  doing  so  they  were  getting  in  one  another's  way.  While  they  were 
all  milling  around  him  and  whooping  it  up,  a short  distance  from  them 
Iktomi  somehow  had  popped  up  from  out  of  the  ground  and  had  dashed  off  in 
another  direction.  His  horse  was  so  slow  he  was  kick-ing  him  and  laying 
the  whip  on  both  sides  trying  to  make  him  go  faster.  >From  a distance  he 
looked  like  a big  bird  with  a broken  wing  trying  to  fly  away. 

Two  of  the  enemy  saw  him  and  took  out  after  him,  others  soon  joined  in 
the  chase  and  it  didn't  take  them  any  time  to  catch  up.  They  were  on  him 
like  bees  again,  some  of  them  yelling  as  though  coup  had  been  counted. 
Again  Iktomi  came  out  of  the  ground  and  dashed  off  in  a different 
direction.  Again  the  chase  was  on.  Iktomi  had  such  a mysterious  power  that 
he  was  simply  playing  with  the  enemies  by  disappearing  into  the  cracks  of 
the  ground  with  his  horse  only  to  reappear  again.  A distance  away  the 
Lakotas  were  watching.  On  the  7th  time  the  enemies  surrounded  Iktomi,  he 
disappeared  and  reappeared  a distance  away  from  them  and  dashed  off  in 
another  direction  again.  No  war  cry  was  heard,  nor  was  there  any  yelling 
from  the  enemies.  Instead,  all  of  them  stood  there  watching  him  in  awe. 
They  knew  that  they  were  messing  around  with  something  they  didn't  want 
any  part  in. 

As  the  enemies  stood  watching  Iktomi,  he  rode  up  to  the  Lakota  and  said, 
"Ho-ka-he"  (Let  us  charge.)  The  Lakotas  charged  downhill  towards  the 
enemies.  They  stood  there  dumbfounded  they  didn't  know  whether  to  charge 
or  turn  and  run.  When  the  Lakotas  were  almost  upon  them  they  suddenly 
realized  what  was  happening  to  them  and  the  only  thing  they  could  do  was 
turn  their  horses  around  and  take  off.  The  Lakotas  caught  up  with  them 
from  behind  and  were  knocking  them  off  their  horses.  They  took  their 
horses  away  from  them.  That  day  the  Lakotas  counted  many  coups  and  took 
many  horses  all  because  of  Iktomi 's  mysterious  power. 

Gilbert  Walking  Bull 


As  the  plump  squirrel  scampers  across  the  roof  of  the  corn  crib,  the  Moon 
suddenly  stands  up  in  the  darkness  and  I see  that  it  is  impossible  to  die. 
Each  moment  of  time  is  a mountain.  An  Eagle  rejoices  in  the  oak  trees 
of  heaven,  crying  ....  This  is  what  I wanted, 
lames  Wright 


And  the  people  said.  Speak  to  us  of  Self  - Knowledge  .... 

Your  hearts  know  in  silence  the  secrets  of  the  days  and  the  nights.  But 
your  ears  thirst  for  the  sound  of  your  heart's  knowledge.  You  would  know 
in  words  that  which  you  have  always  known  in  thought.  You  would  touch 
with  your  fingers  the  naked  body  of  your  dreams. 

And  it  is  well  you  should.  The  hidden  well  - spring  of  your  soul  must  needs 
rise  and  run  murmuring  to  the  sea.  And  the  treasure  of  your  infinite  depths 
would  be  revealed  to  your  eyes. 

But  let  there  be  no  scales  to  weigh  your  unknown  treasure.  And  seek  not 
the  depths  of  your  knowledge  with  staff  or  sounding  line.  For  self  is  a sea 
boundless  and  measureless. 

Say  not,  "I  have  found  the  truth,"  but  rather,  "I  have  found  a truth."  Say 
not,  "I  have  found  the  path  of  the  soul."  Say  rather,  "I  have  met  the  soul 
walking  upon  my  path." 

For  the  soul  walks  upon  all  paths.  The  soul  walks  not  upon  a line,  neither 
does  it  grow  like  a reed. 

The  soul  unfolds  its  self,  like  a lotus  of  countless  petals. 

Kahlil  Gibran 


"Out  of  a timeless  world. 

Out  of  a timeless  world,  shadows  fall  upon  time.  From  a beauty  older  than 
Earth,  a ladder  the  soul  may  climb.  I climb  by  Fionn's  stair  to  a whiteness 
older  than  time. 

Gnostic  Culdee  verse 


I have  not  been  given  anything  that  others  can't  have.  My  ancestors  were 
all  taught  how  to  have  sacred  dreams.  In  these  dreams  all  kinds  of  strange 


and  beautiful  things  would  happen,  things  that  could  never  take  place  in 
ordinary  life.  Strange  beings  would  appear  and  every  kind  of  creature  would 
come  in  awesome  forms.  These  visitors  would  speak  to  the  people  and  give 
them  messages.  They  also  learned,  and  perhaps  this  was  the  most  important 
thing,  how  to  look  at  things  through  the  eyes  of  the  Higher  Powers.  And  I 
should  tell  you  I call  my  dreaming  by  another  name.  I call  it,  visioning, 
and  I will  tell  you  how  it  is  done.  Wakan  - Tanka  and  the  Helpers  taught  me 
how  to  see  with  my  mind,  touch  with  my  eyes,  and  decide  with  my  heart. 

Because  the  mind  can  see  farther  than  the  physical  eye.  It  can  see  what  a 
camera  can't  see.  It  can  see  beyond  the  physical  barriers  and  even  into  a 
person.  The  mind's  eye  changes  the  way  we  judge  things.  When  we  see  with  our 
mind  we  do  not  judge  people  or  situations  by  their  appearances.  A person 
might  not  be  beautiful  on  the  outside,  but  will  be  a beautiful  person  on  the 
inside.  The  Higher  Powers  are  not  limited  as  we  are.  They  see  past,  present, 
and  future  as  one.  They  also  know  what  is  going  on  in  people's  minds 
and  hearts,  and  they  know  what  following  a certain  pathway  will  lead  to. 

When  we  pray  and  listen,  when  we  are  using  these  concentration  tools, 
the  Higher  Powers  can  show  us  these  things  and  increase  our  wisdom. 

Wakan  Tanka  and  the  helpers  cast  spiritual  light  onto  things  so  that 
I can  see  them  for  what  they  really  are.  It  helps  me  walk  around  things  and 
see  them  from  different  points  of  view  --  front,  back  and,  both  sides.  I 
see  new  colors  and  I feel  what  is  going  on  around  me.  Then  I close  my  eyes 
and  wait  for  the  images  to  form  on  my  mind  - screen.  Sometimes  I cry  because 
of  the  great  beauty  of  it  all.  Ordinary  things  become  extraordinary . 

What  is  nothing  to  someone  else  becomes  marvelous  to  me  and  an  exciting 
way  to  go.  Wakan  Tanka  and  the  Helpers  have  helped  imagine  things  that  can 
not  be  seen  by  the  physical  eye.  I feel  and  see  things  most  others  miss. 

By  this  what  would  otherwise  be  impossible  becomes  possible.  They  show 
me  how  to  see  things  from  different  points  of  view,  to  see  how  this  way  or 
that  way  might  work  in  each  situation.  As  I turn  this  information  over  in  my 
mind  I become  more  creative,  more  fertile.  But  I do  not  become  too  involved 
with  little  details  --  just  the  big  picture. 

One  fascinating  thing  about  curing  and  healing  is  we  all  respond  differently 
to  Wakan  Tanka  and  do  what  we  do  the  way  each  of  us  hears  and  feels  Spirit's 
guidance.  A person  will  reshape  what  they  do  until  it  is  entirely  their  own 
in  communion  with  the  Higher  Powers. 

I use  my  eyes  to  touch  with  gentleness  and  love.  When  I cry  for  someone, 

I am  touching  them  with  my  eyes.  When  I am  curing  or  healing  I give  my  faith 
to  the  person  by  sending  it  to  them  through  my  eyes.  I decide  with  my 
heart  and  not  my  mind  because  my  mind  is  influenced  by  all  kinds  of  thoughts 
that  fight  against  one  another.  If  I try  to  decide  with  my  eyes,  even  though 
I see  with  love,  it's  hard  not  to  be  influenced  by  what  I actually  see.  If 
I decide  with  my  heart,  my  judgements  are  never  harsh.  My  heart  takes  into 
account  the  things  that  have  hurt  people  --  what  they  have  had  to  deal  with 
just  to  stay  sane  and  alive.  I guess  this  can  be  applied  to  most  the  people 
in  the  world. 

My  heart  thinks  about  fairness,  comfort  and  hope.  It's  like  Wakan  Tanka's 
heart,  which  accepts  us  as  bones  to  work  in  and  through  even  though  none 
of  us  deserves  this  great  honor. 

Frank  Fools  Crow 


Each  of  us  needs  to  withdraw  from  the  cares  which  will  not  withdraw  from 
us.  We  need  hours  of  aimless  wandering  or  spates  of  time  sitting  on  park 
benches,  observing  the  mysterious  world  of  ants  and  the  canopy  of  treetops. 
Maya  Angelou 


Enlightenment  is  like  the  Moon  reflected  on  the  water.  The  Moon  does  not 
get  wet,  nor  is  the  water  broken.  Although  its  light  is  wide  and  great,  the 
Moon  is  reflected  in  a puddle  an  inch  wide.  The  whole  Moon  and  the  entire 
sky  are  reflected  in  dewdrops  on  the  grass,  or  even  in  one  drop  of  water. 
Enlightenment  does  not  divide  you,  just  as  the  Moon  does  not  break  the 
water.  You  cannot  hide  under  enlightenment,  just  as  a drop  of  water  does  not 
hinder  the  Moon  in  the  sky.  The  depth  of  the  drop  is  the  height  of  the  Moon. 
Each  reflection,  however  long  or  short  its  duration,  manifests  the  vastness 
of  the  dewdrop,  and  realizes  the  limitlessness  of  the  moonlight  in  the  sky. 


Dogen 


What  lies  behind  us  and  what  lies  before  us  are  tiny  matters  compared  to 
what  lies  within  us. 

Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 

"RE : New  Arts  Award"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Dul  1997  09:52:00  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  GAYLES@delphi.com 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Sun,  27  Dul  1997  11:19:30  -0500 
From:  Liz  Pollard  <lpollard@smokesig. com> 

Sub j : American  Indian  Exposition  New  Arts  Award! 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
ANADARKO,  OKLAHOMA,  Duly  27,  1997  - 

The  Arts  & Crafts  Division  of  the  66th  annual  American  Indian  Exposition 
has  announced  a new  arts  award,  to  be  continued  annually.  This  award, 
according  to  Arts  & Crafts  Director  Ron  English,  is  intended  to  honor  a 
Native  American  artist  whose  work  has  influenced  other  Native  American 
artists  over  the  years. 

The  first  recipient  of  this  award  will  be  Kiowa  artist  and  historian  Charles 
Rowell.  He  will  be  honored  during  the  exposition  next  week,  August  4-9, 

1997.  English  said  the  exposition  board  hopes  participating  artists  will 
suggest  others  who  should  be  so  honored  in  the  future. 

English  added  the  Arts  & Crafts  Division  hopes  to  offer  a broader,  more 
balanced  market  of  Native  American  arts  and  crafts  by  seeking  out  artists 
who  can  fill  cultural  niches  not  now  well  represented  in  the  area. 

The  American  Indian  Exposition  President  and  officers  are  committed  to 
fostering  authentic,  handmade,  quality  Native  American  arts  and  crafts  to 
continue  the  historical  traditions.  To  this  end,  this  award  has  been 
established . 

More  details  about  this  new  award,  as  well  as  the  juried  arts  and  crafts 
competitions  is  available  at  the  nonprofit's  Web  site,  located  at 
http://www.indianexpo.org,  which  also  contains  pictures  from  previous  years 
and  information  about  events  and  schedules  at  this  year's  exposition. 

FOR  MORE  INFO:  Liz  Pollard,  Smoke  Signals  Enterprises, 

505  W.  Louisiana  Ave.,  Anadarko,  OK  73005 
(405)  247-2251.  Email:  lpollard@smokesig.com 

Elizabeth  "Liz"  Pollard 

Smoke  Signals  Enterprises 

lpollard@smokesig.com 

On  the  Web:  http://www.smokesig.com 

"RE;  a Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Fri,  18  Dul  1997  23:28:18  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  13 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STDOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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BE  TRUE. 


Thou  must  be  true  thyself. 

If  thou  the  truth  wouldst  teach; 
Thy  soul  must  overflow,  if  thou 

Another's  soul  wouldst  reach; 

It  needs  the  overflow  of  heart 

To  give  the  lips  full  speech. 

Think  truly,  and  thy  thoughts 

Shall  the  would 's  famine  feed; 
Speak  truly,  and  each  word  of  thine 
Shall  be  a fruitful  seed; 

Live  truly,  and  thy  life  shall  be 
A great  and  noble  creed. 

-Bonar . 


EXPERIENCES  OF  AN  ALASKAN  STUDENT. 


2.  THE  GOLD  WATCH  PURCHASE. 

It  was  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  that  one  of  my  first  business  transactions 
occurred . 

In  my  last  article  I spoke  of  changing  cars  there  on  the  way  to  Ohio. 
While  waiting  for  the  next  train,  I took  a walk  on  one  of  the  busy 
streets  near  the  depot  just  to  see  the  sights.  As  I was  passing  one  of 
the  business  houses,  I heard  some  one  shouting  inside,  and  for  curiosity 
I stopped  near  the  entrance.  Things  seemed  to  be  interesting,  so  I went 
in . 

"Gentlemen,  here's  a gold  watch  that  we  must  sell  for  a mere  trifle." 
said  a well  dressed  man  behind  the  counter.  "This  watch  belongs  to  a 
debtor,  and  the  money  for  which  it  is  deposited  here  in  the  firm  is  past 
due.  The  law,  therefore,  authorizes  us  to  sell  it  at  any  cost  whatever, 
so  we  get  at  least  part  of  the  debt  returned.  It  is,"  argued  the  man, 

"it  is  a fifty-dollar  gold  watch.  What  will  you  give  me  for  it?  Ten 
dollars?  Here's  a young  man  that  has  it  now!  Gentlemen,  here  are  " 

The  young  man  that  bought  the  gold  watch  quickly  retired  from  the 
building  and  returned  to  the  depot.  A fifty-dollar  gold  watch  for  only 
six  dollars!  And  a gold  chain,  too. 

The  watch  was  wound  and  the  correct  time  set,  when  it  was  joyfully 
slipped  into  the  vest  pocket.  But  an  hour  after  I left  Kansas  City,  the 
watch  paused  for  a moment.  I shook  it  and  its  wheels  moved  again. 

After  half  an  hour,  it  stopped  and  again  I shook  it.  It  was  a 
fifty-dollar  gold  watch,  and  yet  something  ailed  it.  After  a while  I 
had  to  shake  it  to  keep  it  going. 

A watch-maker  in  Marietta  to  whom  I showed  it  said  that  he  would  not 
even  accept  it  as  a present  for  it  really  did  not  cost  fifty  cents  and 


would  be  but  a nuisance  to  him.  Upon  learning  how  and  what  I paid  for 
it,  he  fell  into  a good  laugh,  as  did  my  other  friends,  especially 
General  Eaton,  the  President  of  Marietta  College  at  that  time. 

So  I lost  money  in  that  transaction.  It  was  something  like  Benjamin 
Franklin  paying  too  much  for  the  whistle.  It  taught  me  such  a good 
lesson  that  it  has  become  a proverb  to  myself. 

If  I am  tempted  to  spend  my  time,  talent,  strength  and  money  for 
something  that  would  give  me  little  or  no  return,  I would  say  to  myself, 
"Do  not  pay  too  much  for  the  gold  watch." 

EDWARD  MARSDEN. 


THE  ENDEAVORERS. 


San  Francisco  is  full  of  them  and  the  trains  are  still  coming. 

All  along  the  line  from  Ogden  to  this  city  there  were  demonstrations 
of  welcome  to  California,  and  at  every  principal  station  the  young 
people  alighted  from  the  train  and  sang  Gospel  Hymns,  creating  a unique 
impression  among  the  cow-boys  and  others  gathered  to  hear  and  to  see. 

We  attended  Friends'  meeting  yesterday  morning  and  there  heard  it 
related  that  at  one  station  in  Nevada  a cow-boy  in  a group  after  the 
singing  was  heard  to  say: 

(continued  on  last  page.) 


Benjamin  Lawry,  class  '90,  writes  from  Winnebago,  Nebr.,  that  he  is 
getting  along  as  well  as  can  be  expected  of  him.  He  says  that  he  has 
been  guided  by  Carlisle's  motto,  "God  helps  those  who  help  themselves," 
and  if  all  the  returned  pupils  should  help  themselves  as  much,  they 
could  withstand  all  the  difficulties  of  the  reservation.  He  has  built  a 
home  of  his  own  and  always  has  work  to  do  to  earn  his  living. 

We  have  tried  our  best  to  interest  our  readers  while  editor  Burgess 
was  at  San  Francisco.  If  we  have  not  come  up  to  the  mark  we  desired,  it 
is  because  this  is  our  first  experience.  At  first  it  was  a difficult 
task  for  us  to  write  up  items  for  the  HELPER,  but  think  if  we  have 
sufficient  stick-to-it-tive-ness  in  us  we  can  make  successful  newspaper 
men.  A '91  and  two  '96's  have  been  most  faithful  reporters,  but  are 
little  slow  sometimes. 

A very  interesting  letter  comes  from  George  Nukockluke,  an  Esquimaux, 
who  at  one  time  was  a pupil  of  our  school  for  a few  years.  He  was 
delighted  to  see  the  Carlisle  pictures  because  he  had  spent  many  happy 
hours  at  the  school.  He  expresses  gratitude  for  the  privilege  of  coming 
East  where  he  saw  wonderful  things  and  met  people  such  as  he  had  never 
seen  in  his  Alaskan  country.  He  hopes  to  go  among  his  people  and  tell 
them  what  he  learned  of  lesus  and  how  to  find  Him. 

The  Man-on-the-band-stand  often  wonders  if  the  Indian  problem  is  hard 
to  solve?  It  does  not  seem  so  to  the  writer  who  is  an  Indian.  It  could 
be  readily  seen  right  here  by  the  wonderful  transformation  of  the  Indian 
children  in  a course  of  a few  years  stay  in  the  East.  Instead  of  the 
rude  uncultured  savage  a few  years  previous  to  leaving  for  school,  we 
behold  clean,  neat  and  educated  young  men  and  women  capable  of  competing 
with  the  Anglo-Saxon  in  everything  if  ONLY  given  fair  play  and  equal 
protection  with  the  citizens  under  the  laws  of  our  country.  The 
solution,  therefore,  is  the  abolition  of  reservation  system  and  let  the 
Indians  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows. 

We  haven't  seen  the  "Chemawa  American"  for  some  time. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  one  of  our  girls:  "I  must  now 
write  you  a letter  which  I have  been  wanting  to  for  some  time,  but  have 
always  put  it  off  till  tomorrow.  If  I wait  any  longer  I am  afraid  it 
will  never  be  written. 

I am  going  to  tell  you  a little  of  my  country  home  first.  Oh!  I have 
a lovely  place.  It's  one  of  the  nicest  homes  in  the  country.  It's  more 
of  a home  than  any  thing  else,  the  people  are  just  as  nice  as  can  be. 

But  no  doubt  some  of  the  girls  have  nice  places.  But  mine  is  the  best 
yet.  The  time  has  gone  so  swiftly  that  I can  hardly  realize  it  will 
soon  be  September  again.  I expect  Miss  Shaffner  will  soon  be  here. 

It's  been  such  a short  time  ago  since  she  took  back.  We  were  all 


so  glad  to  hear  that  has  improved  so.  Captain,  would  you  object 

if  I got  a "camera,"  next  month?  When  Miss  Lizzie  took  me  down  to  Dr. 
Fox's,  we  went  to  the  Photographer ' s and  we  were  looking  at  some 
cameras.  The  one  I wanted  if  I got  one  is  "The  Hawkeye  Dr.,"  It  costs 
$8.60.  She  has  a "Camera,"  and  I have  been  out  with  her  when  she  went 
out  taking  pictures. 

A profane  person  is  never  liked  except  perhaps  by  his  associates,  and 
they  never  think  it  wrong  to  swear  or  talk  dirty  any  time  they  meet. 

Boys  coming  in  contact  with  them  soon  get  into  the  habit,  until  it 
becomes  so  fixed  that  it  seems  impossible  for  them  to  talk  without  using 
the  name  of  God  in  vain.  It  is  our  duty  to  discourage  dirty  and  profane 
language  as  much  as  lies  in  our  power,  and  if  the  persons  in  the  habit 
of  such  will  not  reform,  it  is  better  to  leave  them  to  the  power  of  One 
which  is  no  respecter  of  persons. 

A teacher,  hearing  one  of  her  most  promising  eight  year  old  pupils' 
spelling  lesson,  was  much  pleased  with  the  readiness  of  little  Mary  in 
defining  the  word  "Ferment"  which  she  said  - meant  "To  work." 

To  make  sure  of  her  understanding.  Miss  K asked  her  to  give  a sentence 
containing  the  word.  With  scarce  a moment's  pause  Mary  replied  -[and 
this  was  in  mid-summer.]  "In  summer,  when  it  is  hot,  I don't  like  to 
ferment  in  the  school-room. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  new  pupils  from  Floopa  Valley: 
Duanita  Bibancos,  Dora  Fritis,  Lillie  Ferris,  Sophie  Wiggins,  Lizzie 
Knundsen,  Rose  McFarland,  Ida  Bennet,  Minnie  Kane,  Dacob  Horne,  Ulysses 
Ferris,  Arnold  Smith,  David  Master  and  Wingate  Temple.  Those  from 
Unalaska:  Annie  Rankin,  Dora  Rankin,  Eudocia  Sedick,  Soaipatra  Paula 
Suvaroff,  Polly  Sutifoff. 

Daisy  Wasson  formerly  of  Chemawa,  Ore.,  is  also  a new  arrival. 

Can  Indian  children  learn  as  fast  as  the  white  children  is  a question 
often  asked.  Why  shouldn't  they?  In  every  case  where  an  Indian  and 
white  boy  worked  side  by  side,  the  Indian  always  held  his  own.  The 
writer  has  had  the  opportunity  of  noticing  this  fact.  In  every  race 
there  are  those  who  are  capable  of  picking  up  new  things  or  learning 
quicker  than  others,  and  Indians  are  no  exception.  Some  Indians  learn 
very  fast  while  others  very  slow. 

Subscribe  for  the  HELPER,  ten  cents  only. 


Peaches ! 

Time  flies. 

Cool  nights. 

Watermelons ! 

All  aboard  for  Alaska. 

A fine  rain  on  Tuesday. 

Over  half  vacation  gone! 

New  pupils  are  plentiful. 

The  lawn  mower  hummeth. 

Daniel  West  is  our  excellent  mail  carrier. 

Duly  27th  was  the  coldest  Duly  day  on  the  record. 

Mr.  Dames  Flannery,  class  '94,  is  now  on  his  vacation. 

The  kalsominers  are  at  work  in  the  Large  Boys'  Quarters. 

Miss  Robertson  is  doing  clerical  work  in  Miss  Ely's  office. 

The  recent  rains  have  improved  the  appearance  of  the  parade. 

George  Shelafo  played  right  field  for  Carlisle  club  last  Saturday. 

Mr.  Dennison  Wheelock  went  to  Pittsburg  on  business  last  Friday 
evening. 

The  printers  had  the  pleasure  of  devouring  a large  watermelon  on 
Wednesday. 

The  new  boys  who  have  begun  to  work  in  the  blacksmith  shop  are  doing 
very  well. 

Margaret  LaMere  is  back  at  the  school  after  a very  pleasant  visit  to 
the  country. 

Miss  Richenda  Pratt  returned  from  Steelton  where  she  has  been  visiting 
for  a short  time. 

The  kalsomining  has  been  finished  at  the  school  house.  Girls'  Quarters 
and  Small  Boys'  Quarters. 


Miss  Estaine  Depeltquestangue  has  gone  to  West  Chester.  She  enters 
the  Normal  School  in  the  fall. 

Mrs.  Spray,  Miss  Boring  and  Gertude  Spray  left  on  Tuesday  for  Montana 
where  they  will  join  Mr.  Spray. 

Mr.  Standing  and  family  departed  last  Monday  for  Atlantic  City  where 
they  expect  to  enjoy  a vacation  and  the  sea  breezes  for  a while. 

Misses  Robertson  and  Bailey  and  Mr.  Hendren  are  back  from  Chautauqua 
Summer  School.  They  are  all  looking  quite  improved  in  health. 

Judging  from  a business  letter  received  from  William  Leighton,  '96,  he 
is  busy  at  work.  He  writes  for  the  "Red  Man"  and  INDIAN  HELPER. 

A visitor  watching  Jonas  Mitchell  make  bands  for  the  boiler  room  asked 
if  he  was  making  a bicycle.  He  thought  that  the  bicycle  would  be  rather 
bumpy . 

Work  is  still  going  on  in  the  boiler  room.  When  anybody  looks  at  it, 
the  first  exclamation  seems  to  be,  "How  will  they  ever  finish  it."  It 
takes  time  to  do  it  and  when  it  is  done  it  will  be  in  very  good 
condition . 

Eclipse. 

Did  you  see  the  eclipse? 

The  sun  died  at  9 o'clock  yesterday. 

Captain  was  in  Washington  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Keene,  the  Chambersburg  magician,  was  among  the  callers  this  week. 

Boys,  do  you  desire  to  always  have  good,  strong  nerves?  Then  don't 
smoke  cigarettes. 

The  eclipse  of  the  sun  by  the  moon  yesterday  attracted  much  attention 
among  our  pupils. 

A new  range  from  Bramhall  Deane  Co.,  of  New  York  City  is  being  placed 
in  the  new  kitchen. 

A recent  letter  from  Emanuel  Powlas  who  is  in  the  country  says  he  is 
hard  at  work  in  the  harvest  field. 

Some  of  our  little  boys  caught  the  "Klondyke  craze,"  so  started  off  on 
foot,  but  they  were  caught  again  by  something  else. 

During  the  eclipse  of  the  sun  yesterday  morning,  carrying  smoked 
glasses  and  wearing  the  most  innocent  blackened  noses  was  quite  the 
rage. 

The  printers  had  the  pleasure  of  looking  at  the  eclipse  of  the  sun 
through  smoked  glasses  yesterday  morning.  It  was  a partial  eclipse  and 
lasted  from  9 to  11  o'clock. 

Small  courtesies,  kindnesses  and  considerations,  habitually  practiced 
in  our  social  intercourses,  give  a greater  charm  to  the  character  than 
the  display  of  great  talents  and  accomplishments. 

The  other  day  while  Bemus  was  scorching  down  the  pathway  he  lost  his 
balance  and  collided  with  a telegraph  pole,  smashing  the  "World"  and 
skinned  himself  up  in  good  shape,  though  receiving  no  serious  injury. 

Messrs  Wolle  and  Goube  called  at  the  school  Tuesday  morning.  They 
rode  on  their  bikes  from  Lititz,  Pa.  They  visited  Gettysburg  and  would 
have  gone  home  the  same  way  had  not  the  rain  interfered. 

Miss  Burgess  brought  8 girls  and  6 boys  from  California  as  far  as 
Harrisburg.  Miss  Ely  met  them  and  brought  them  to  the  school.  Miss 
Burgess  with  her  father,  mother  and  Miss  Rote  went  to  Millville  to  spend 
a few  days. 

Rev.  H.B.  Wile,  pastor  of  the  First  Lutheran  Church  in  town,  who  has 
been  officiating  at  all  our  services  left  on  Monday  for  his  vacation 
during  the  month  of  August.  He  expects  to  go  to  Minneapolis  Minn., 
where  his  family  is  now  visiting. 

A letter  dated  July  27th  was  received  from  Dolington,  Pa.,  containing 
ten  cents  for  the  renewal  of  the  HELPER,  but  as  there  was  no  name 
signed,  we  do  not  know  to  whom  the  credit  belongs.  Will  that  person 
please  write  and  let  us  know  the  name? 

Two  of  our  little  girls  were  sent  on  an  errand  and  they  thought  that 
they  would  look  into  the  blacksmith  shop.  Jonas  Mitchel  was  shoeing 
Harry.  When  he  tried  the  hot  shoe  on,  the  girls  ran  out.  They  said 
they  didn't  want  to  stay  in  there  because  he  was  frying  the  horse's 
hoof. 


(Continued  from  first  page.) 

"That  is  the  first  singing  of  the  kind  I have  heard  since  I left  my 
Christian  home  in  the  East." 

He  was  deeply  moved,  and  as  the  train  started  off  and  his  fellow 
roughs  wanted  him  to  go  with  them  into  a saloon  for  a drink,  he  said: 

"No,  I've  taken  my  last  drink." 

And  so  it  is  conceded,  especially  by  the  Endeavorers  themselves  that 
they  have  done  and  will  do  to  this  section  a great  deal  of  good. 

But  some  have  done  more  injury  than  good  by  exhibitions  of  disgruntled 
selfishness  and  self-satisfied  mannerisms.  The  railroads  were  more  then 
taxed  and  the  multitudes  have  been  handled  with  the  greatest  care  and 
skill,  still  there  were  mishaps  and  unavoidable  delays  incident  to  the 
extraordinary  demand  for  transportation,  and  the  young  "Christian" 
covered  with  badges  and  State  emblems  very  frequently  grumbled  at  and 
abused  the  overworked  railway  officials. 

The  Pacific  transfer  baggage-men  of  San  Francisco  have  worked  day  and 
night  to  deliver  the  trunks  checked  through.  They  were  piled  upon  the 
wharves  in  long  rows  ten  and  fifteen  feet  high  with  avenues  between. 

A rough  estimate  of  the  number  I looked  over  before  finding  mine  is 
5,000.  I heard  one  man  say  he  had  not  slept  a wink  for  two  nights,  and 
a young  Christian  Endeavorer  was  "hauling  him  over  the  coals"  for  not 
attending  to  his  baggage  more  promptly. 

The  meetings  of  the  organization  are  being  largely  attended.  The 
Mechanics  Pavilion,  which  has  a seating  capacity  of  several  thousand  is 
filled  to  over  flowing  every  session.  Indeed  one  cannot  get  within  a 
block  of  the  place,  an  hour  before  any  session  begins  except  in  the 
early  mornings,  when  the  tired  Endeavorers  are  said  to  be  resting. 

Most  of  the  churches  and  all  the  largest  halls  are  thrown  open  to 
them. 

The  city  from  saloon  to  church  inclusive  is  decorated  in  the 
California  C.  E.  colors  --  yellow  and  purple  --  and  every  window, 
pennant  and  door-mat  has  "welcome"  in  large  letters  stamped  upon  it. 

While  a magnificent  arch  across  Market  Street  in  front  of  the  Emporium 
speaks  the  word  in  gay  colors  by  day  and  in  brilliant  electric  light 
bulbs  by  night. 

It  is  said  that  the  saloons  are  not  well  patronized  by  the  visitors. 

I heard  an  outsider  only  today  remark  that  if  the  Christian  Endeavorers 
have  come  to  this  city  for  the  good  that  they  may  do,  they  would  do  a 
great  deal  more  good  by  taking  the  so-called  unchristian  element  by  the 
hand  and  pressing  them  into  their  gatherings,  than  by  crowding  them  out 
as  they  necessarily  have  to,  to  accommodate  themselves. 

A young  person  of  my  acquaintance  attracted  by  the  crowds  attempted  to 
get  into  the  Pavilion  but  was  met  with  the  cold  request:  "stand  aside! 
Delegates  first!  Where  is  your  pass?  Have  you  registered?" 

He  turned  away  in  disgust  to  join  the  masses,  untouched  by  the 
movement;  the  masses  which  form  the  greatest  portion  of  the  world's 
people,  and  which  no  movement  --  Christian  Endeavor  or  otherwise,  seems 
to  succeed  in  reaching. 

M.B. 


PRINTER'S  1ARG0N 


Many  people  are  not  aware  that  printers  have  a language  of  their  own, 
unintelligible  to  the  uninitiated.  The  following  "up-to-date"  orders 
give  an  idea  of  the  printing  office  lingo:  "Billy,  put  Sir  Charles 
Tupper  on  the  galley,  and  finish  up  that  murder  you  commenced 
yesterday.  Set  up  the  ruins  of  Herculaneum  and  distribute  the 
small-pox.  Lock  up  Laurier  and  slide  McCarthy  into  the  hell  box  and 
leave  the  pi  alone  until  after  dinner.  Put  the  ladies'  form  to  press, 
and  go  to  the  devil  and  put  him  to  work  on  Deacon  Fogg's  article  on 
Eternal  Punishment."  Now  this  is  all  simple  enough  when  translated  into 
English,  and  not  nearly  so  rough  as  the  reader  may  imagine.  --Mirror. 


NEWSPAPER  FALSEHOOD  SHOULD  BE  EXPOSED. 


Whenever  a notable  bad  Indian  has  appeared  in  the  West,  it  has  been 
the  practice  of  the  sensational  newspapers  to  endeavor  to  impart 
additional  interest  to  his  murderous  exploits  by  proclaiming  him  a 
graduate  of  an  Indian  School  in  the  East.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  in 
very  rare  instances  has  that  part  of  the  story  been  true.  Justice  to 
the  Indian  pupils  and  to  the  school  management  demands  this  newspaper 
falsehood  should  be  exposed.  --[Youth's  Companion. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  11  letters. 

My  10,  8,  7 is  something  which  most  boys  like. 

My  8,  4,  5 is  not  young. 

My  2,  11  is  a verb. 

My  9,  3,  11,  10  is  what  we  do  when  tired. 

My  1,  2,  6,  10  is  a part  of  our  body. 

My  whole  is  something  that  is  beneficial  to  those  who  participate. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Be  thorough. 


-Submitted  by  Barbara  Landis 
http://www.epix.net/~landis 
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"RE : Poem:  Dancin'  Storm"  

Date:  Thu,  24  Dul  1997  00:41:19  -0500 
From:  Nokwisa  Yona  <swillett@ro.com> 

Sub j : Dancin'  storm 

UUCP  email 

Dancin'  storm 

blue  green  sky 

red  edging  like  the  trim  on  a tear  dress 
thunder 

and  his  brothers 
rolling  down  the  road 
Indian  car 
noisy  muffler 
drumbeat  blasting 
thud  thump 

from  the  broken  speakers 
radiator  spewing  steamy  droplets 
wind  rushing  off  the  fins 
eighty  ninety  miles  an  hour 
little  whirls  of  dust  exhaust 

summer  storm 

headed  for  the  pow  wow 

Nokwisa  7/23/97 

"RE;  Verse:  Flawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  26  Dul  97  02:11:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 


UUCP  email 


A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  10-16 


AUKAKE 

(August) 

(Mahoe-mua) 

10 

The  orchid  embodies  the  perfection  of  diversity. 

11 

Never  be  afraid  to  experience  life. 

12 

The  song  of  the  ocean  is  captured  forever  in  the  tiniest  shell. 

13 

Wherever  I journey,  this  place  of  wonder  walks  by  my  side. 

14 

The  fullness  of  each  day  is  made  up  of  both  light,  malamalama,  and  shadow, 
ke  aka. 

15 

Tiny  lights  bob  in  the  darkness  as  paper  boats  carry  them  out  to  sea  on 
the  evening  tide  --  we  are  one  with  our  past. 

16 

The  gecko  sings  inside  my  home,  blessing  it. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  31  Duly  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Wed,  23  Dul  1997  7:02:30  EST5EDT 

From:  Dohn  O'Meara  <DOMEARA@Mist . Lakeheadu . Ca> 

Sub j : 29th  Algonquian  Conference 

29th  ALGONQUIAN  CONFERENCE 
THUNDER  BAY,  ONTARIO 
OCTOBER  24-26,  1997 
SECOND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  29th  Algonquian  Conference  will  take  place  from  October  24-26  1997  in 
Thunder  Bay,  Ontario,  Canada.  The  conference  is  being  organized  by  Lakehead 
University,  Thunder  Bay. 

The  organizers  welcome  topics  from  all  disciplines  relating  to  the 
Algonquian  peoples  (Ojibwe,  Cree,  Micmac,  Delaware,  Blackfoot,  Shawnee,  Fox, 
and  others) . The  Conference  traditionally  deals  with  art,  archaeology, 
ethnology,  history,  linguistics,  music,  literature,  religion,  and  other 
areas.  Contributors  are  encouraged  to  make  their  findings  comprehensible 
to  scholars  in  other  disciplines.  Papers  may  be  delivered  in  English  or 
French.  Each  paper  will  be  allocated  20  minutes  for  presentation  and  10 
minutes  for  discussion. 

The  organizers  are  planning  several  plenary  sessions.  Please  indicate  if 
you  would  be  interested  in  presenting  a paper  which  is  suitable  for  a 
plenary  session. 

Registration  fees  before  October  1,  1997  are  $40  Canadian  ($35  US)  for 
non-students,  $25  ($20  US)  for  students; 

after  October  1 they  are  $45  ($40  US)  for  non-students,  $30  ($25  US)  for 
students . 

Please  make  cheques  / money  orders  payable  to  LAKEHEAD  UNIVERSITY. 

Contributors  should  send  titles  and  an  abstract  of  no  more  than  100  words 


by  September  1,  1997  to: 

John  O'Meara 
Faculty  of  Education 
Lakehead  University 
THUNDER  BAY,  ON  P7B  5E1 
CANADA 

For  further  information,  please  contact  lohn  O'Meara  at  the  above  address; 
telephone  807-343-8054;  fax  807-346-7746;  or  e-mail  lohn . Omeara(a)lakeheadu . ca 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name:  

Address:  


Telephone: Fax: 

E-mail:  

Title  of  Presentation: 


Abstract: Enclosed To  Follow 

Please  indicate  any  equipment  required.  Please  let  us  know  in  advance  what 
your  requirements  are. 


Cheque  /Money  Order  For  Registration  Fee  Enclosed: 

Before  October  1: 

Non-student  ($40  CDN/$35  US)  Student  ($25  CDN/$20  US) 

After  October  1: 

Non-student  ($45  CDN/$40  US)  Student  ($30  CDN/$25  US) 

TRAVEL  AND  ACCOMMODATION  INFORMATION 
29TH  ALGONQUIAN  CONFERENCE 

Getting  here.  Thunder  Bay  is  approximately  350  miles  (560  kilometres) 
north  of  Minneapolis  and  a similar  distance  east  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba. 
Thunder  Bay  is  served  by  air  with  direct  daily  flights  via  Toronto  and 
Winnipeg  (Air  Canada  and  Canadian  Airlines)  and  via  Minneapolis 
(Northwest) . Participants  planning  to  travel  by  car  or  bus  please  contact 
lohn  O'Meara  directly  for  more  information  (807-343-8054;  e-mail  lohn. 
0meara(31akeheadu.ca) . 

Accommodation.  The  designated  hotel  for  the  Algonquian  Conference  is  the 
Prince  Arthur  Hotel,  overlooking  Lake  Superior.  A block  of  rooms  has  been 
reserved  for  the  Conference,  and  all  sessions  will  be  held  at  the  Prince 
Arthur  Hotel. 

Important!!  When  making  reservations,  please  be  certain  to  mention  that 
you  are  attending  the  Algonquian  Conference.  The  more  people  make 
reservations  at  the  Prince  Arthur  for  the  Algonquian  Conference,  the  less 
we  pay  for  meeting  rooms. 

Prince  Arthur  Hotel 
17  North  Cumberland  Street 
Thunder  Bay,  ON  P7K  4K8 
Canada 

1-800-267-2675 
807-345-5411 
Fax  807-345-8565 

Rates:  single  or  double  room  $59  (taxes  not  included) 

Transportation  from  the  airport.  The  Prince  Arthur  Hotel  offers  a free 
shuttle  bus  to  and  from  the  Thunder  Bay  Airport.  When  you  make  your  hotel 
reservation  give  them  your  flight  information  and  the  shuttle  bus  will 
meet  you  at  the  Airport.  Alternatively  you  may  phone  the  Hotel  upon 
arrival  using  the  courtesy  phone  in  the  Airport  lobby.  A taxi  from  the 
Airport  to  the  Prince  Arthur  Hotel  costs  approximately  $15.00  ($10.00  US). 

Conference  registration . Registration  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 

October  23  from  6-9  pm  in  the  Prince  Arthur  Hotel.  The  registration  desk 


will  also  be  open  on  Friday  and  Saturday. 

John  O'Meara 

Native  Language  Instructors'  Program,  Faculty  of  Education 

Lakehead  University 

Thunder  Bay,  ON  P7B  5E1  Canada 

E-mail:  john.omeara@Lakeheadu.ca  Phone:  807-343-8054  FAX:  807-346-7746 
(WWW:  personal)  http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~jomeara 

(WWW:  Native  Languages)  http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~nlpwww 

(WWW:  1997  Algonquian  Conference)  http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~AlgConf97 


Date:  9:34  PM  Dul  15,  1997 

From:  cmilda@goodnet.com 

Sub j : Native  women  and  cancer  conference 

Newsgroup:  igc . indig. health 

NATIVE  WOMEN  AND  CANCER 
CONFERENCE 
Tucson,  Arizona 
January  8-10,  1998 
Doubletree  Flotel 
1 (800)  222-8733 

The  University  of  Arizona  College  of  Medicine 
Native  American  Research  and  Training  Center 
Department  of  Family  and  Community  Medicine 
at  the  Arizona  Flealth  Sciences  Center 
For  more  information  contact:  Douglas  St.  Clair,  Conference 
Coordinator,  Native  American  Research  and  Training  Center,  1642 
E.  Helen  Street,  Tucson,  AZ  85719,  Phone  (520)  621-5075,  FAX 
(520)  621-9802,  email:  stclair@u . arizona . edu 

The  University  of 
ARIZONA  (R) 

Health  Sciences  Center 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dul  1997  20:43:47  -0700 

From:  Joanna  Soto  Aviles  <jsaviles@voicenet.com> 

Sub j : Lenni  Lenape  Roasting  of  Ears  of  Corn  Festival  - 
August  10,  1997  - Allentown  PA 
Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

TaiGuey  Natiaos, 

Again  praying  that  you  and  your  loved  ones  are  well  and  hoping  to  see 
some  of  you  at  the  following  upcoming  event. 

Taino-Ti ! 

Nanake 

P.S.:  Please  feel  free  to  forward  this  posting  and  any  other  event 
postings  to  those  of  good  heart  that  would  be  interested  in  attending. 
Thank  you. 

THE  MUSEUM  OF  INDIAN  CULTURE 
2825  FISH  HATCHERY  ROAD 
ALLENTOWN,  PENNSYLVANIA  18103-9801 
Invites  the  public  to  attend  our  next  annual  outdoor  event: 

ROASTING  OF  EARS  OF  CORN  FESTIVAL 
SUNDAY,  AUGUST  10,  1997 
11:00  am  - 5:00  pm 
Parking  is  a $3.00  a car  donation. 

Please  bring  your  own  seating. 

NO  PETS  ALLOWED. 

Please  note  that  the  Museum  is  NOT  open  during  the  event. 

There  will  be  drumming. .. (Host  Drum:  Red  Heart  Women  Singers, 
as  well  as  dancing,  food,  and  vendors  at  this  event. 

Additional  Drummers,  Dancers,  and  Vendors  are  Welcome! 

Please  call  for  details. 

For  more  information,  call  (610)  797-2121. 

DIRECTIONS: 


The  Museum  of  Indian  Culture  is  located  in  The  Bieber  House  at 
2825  Fish  Hatchery  Road  in  Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  It  is  leased 
to  the  Society  by  the  City  of  Allentown  and  is  located  along  the 
Little  Lehigh  River,  adjacent  to  the  Fish  Hatchery. 

>From  Interstate-78,  US-22,  PA-309,  and  Route  222  (Hamilton  Blvd) : 
Cedar  Crest  Blvd  (Route  29)  south  to  Fish  Hatchery  Road, 
turn  left. 

From  Emmaus: 

Cedar  Crest  Boulevard  (Route  29)  north  to  Fish  Hatchery  Rd, 
turn  right. 

From  24th  Street: 

Turn  onto  Fish  Hatchery  Road. 


HELP  PRESERVE  AMERICA'S  CULTURAL  HERITAGE! 

By  becoming  a member  of  the  Lenni  Lenape  Historical  Society,  you 
will  be  helping  one  of  the  finest  small  cultural  museums  in  the 
country  to  preserve  and  share  a local  Indian  culture.  Your 
support  will  directly  underwrite  exhibitions  and  a wide  variety 
of  education  programs  serving  pre-school,  school  age  and  special 
education  students  of  this  region. 

CALL  (610)  797-2121  for  details. 

THE  LENNI  LENAPE 

>From  the  beginning,  the  Lenni  Lenape  have  played  a part  in 
Pennsylvania's  cultural  history. 

Their  ancestors  were  the  first  people  to  hear  the  whisperings  of 
nature  as  they  walked  through  the  woods  and  swam  in  the  streams: 
their  heritage  touches  everyone  who  lives  in  the  Commonwealth 
today . 

They  respected  the  land  and  learned  to  live  with  nature, 
developing  strong  ties  to  the  land,  water,  air,  plants,  animals, 
and  other  creatures. 

They  were  able  to  survive  many  changes  brought  by  the  settlers 
because  of  these  ties  and  beliefs. 

Although  many  of  the  Lenape  left  the  area,  many  others  stayed  and 
today  pass  along  the  lifeways  of  their  ancestors  for  others  to 
share . 

In  1980,  Carla  D.S.  Messinger  and  Dorothy  S.  Schiavone,  local 
Lenape  descendants,  founded  the  Lenni  Lenape  Historical  Society 
to  provide  accurate,  positive  information  about  the  Lenape 
people.  Two  years  later,  with  the  help  of  numerous  volunteers 
and  members,  they  opened  the  Museum  of  Indian  Culture  on  Fish 
Hatchery  road,  along  the  Little  Lehigh  River  in  Allentown. 

The  Museum  celebrates  the  Commonwealth's  diverse  population  by 
sharing  Lenape  culture  from  the  Lenape  point  of  view,  with  people 
of  all  ages  and  abilities.  The  founders  have  been  recognized  for 
their  success  in  sharing  the  Lenape  cultural  heritage  and 
encouraging  ecological  conservation  with  thousands  of  visitors. 

INTERESTED  IN  POW-WOWS  AND  LINKS  TO  NATIVE  AMERICAN  SITES? 

Visit  our  web  page  at:  <http://www.lenape.org> 

THE  MUSEUM  OF  INDIAN  CULTURE 

The  Museum  of  Indian  Culture  offers  a place  for  everyone  to  learn 
about  the  Lenni  Lenape.  They  are  most  readily  known  as  Delaware 
Indians,  the  Native  Americans  who  lived  in  harmony  with  nature 
along  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Rivers  for  thousands  of  years 
before  the  "Shouwunnok"  (salty  people)  came.  They  were  hunters 
and  gatherers  and  then,  for  1,000  years  before  European  settlers 
arrived,  they  farmed  the  region  of  what  is  now  New  York,  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware.  There  were  three 
geographic  divisions:  the  Munsee,  or  Minnisink,  lived  in  the 
Pennsylvania  highlands  and  New  York;  the  Unami,  or  river  people, 
lived  in  what  is  today  the  Lehigh  Valley  region;  and  the 
Unilatchigo,  or  southern  people,  lived  in  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
and  southern  Pennsylvania. 

EXPLORE  the  museum,  participate  in  work  projects,  programs,  or 
festivals,  and  listen  to  the  words  and  memories  of  the  Lenape  who 


have  lived  in  this  region  for  thousands  of  years. 

TOUR  the  Museum  and  grounds,  participate  in  specialized 
educational  programs,  and/or  utilize  the  Resource  Center. 

EXPERIENCE  Lenape  ceremonies.  To  interpret  the  importance  of 
corn,  the  Society  presents  three  annual  festivals: 

SPRING  CORN  PLANTING  FESTIVAL,  1st  Sunday  in  MAY 

ROASTING  EARS  OF  CORN  FOOD  FESTIVAL,  2nd  Sunday  in  AUGUST 

TIME  OF  THANKSGIVING,  2nd  Sunday  in  OCTOBER 

LEARN  through  the  Museum's  Educational  Services,  cultural 
heritage  programs  taught  from  the  Lenni  Lenape  point  of  view, 
with  slides,  stories,  artifacts,  and  games. 

READ  and  utilize  the  materials  in  the  Museum's  Resource  Center 
and  library. 

SHOP  in  the  newly-renovated  gift  shop  for  crafts  and  project 
kits;  books  on  Native  American  culture,  history,  arts  and  crafts, 
as  well  as  cooking;  cassette  tapes;  posters  and  cards;  and 
education  papers  and  booklets  written  by  the  Society,  such  as 
"Moccasin  Making,"  "Clothing  Changes,"  and  "The  Deer  and  Its 
Uses . " 

RELAX  in  the  outdoor  Pavilion  and  enjoy  the  serene  surroundings. 
(Advance  reservations  required.) 

COME  TO  THE  MUSEUM 

The  Lenni  Lenape  Historical  Society  is  a membership  organization, 
begun  in  1980  to  provide  education  opportunities  for  learning 
about  Lenape  lifeways.  There  are  numerous  opportunities  for 
volunteers  to  assist  with  programs,  research,  and  tours. 

HOURS: 

General  Visitors: 

Tuesday-Sunday,  12  noon  to  3 PM,  unless  group  in  progress. 
Group  Educational  Programs: 

Tuesday-Sunday,  10  AM  to  4 PM. 

Call  to  schedule;  advanced  reservations  required. 


Date:  Thu,  24  Dul  1997  18:43:34  -0400 
From:  Thomas  Canfield  <tcanfield@ttlc . net> 

Sub j : Nashua  City  Hall  Meeting 

All  Native  American  activists  are  invited  to  attend  a meeting 
at  the  Nashua,  NH,  City  Hall  on  August  12  at  7:30  p.m.  At  that  time,  a 
request  will  be  made  of  the  Mayor  and  the  Aldermen  to  explain  why  they 
have  not  voted  on  and  passed  an  apology  resolution  regarding  the  Dec., 
1996  party,  in  which  they  dressed  up  as  "Chiefs"  and  mocked  Native 
American  symbols.  Not  all  activists  may  get  a chance  to  speak  at  the 
meeting,  but  the  presence  of  a good-sized  crowd  might  drive  home  the 
fact  to  the  city  officials  that  they  have  offended  people  with  their 
party  actions. 


Date:  Wed,  23  Dul  1997  09:46:31  EDT 
From:  ananil@juno.com  (Maria  A Dimenez) 

Sub j : International  Day  of  the  Worlds  Indigenous  People  At  the 
United  Nations 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

Tau  Natiaos, 

The  Datibonuco  Tribe  and  The  Taino  Inter-Tribal  Council  will  be 
represented.  Also  Robert  Mucaro  Borero  be  attending. . . 

Third  Celebration  of  the 

International  Day  of  the  World's  Indigenous  People 
Place:  United  Nations  Headquaters  New  York 
Time:  August  7th, 1997 

The  day's  events  begin  at  11:30  am  featuring  a Sacred  Pipe  Ceremony 
conducted  I beleive  by  Arvol  Looking  Horse  at  the  United  Nations 
Visitor's  Entrance  Plaza  and  a panel  discussion  focusing  on  land  and 
natural  resourses  from 


3pm  to  6pm.  . . 


Time:  August  8th,  1997 

There  will  be  an  Interactive  briefing  session  for  Indigenous 
People  by  various  United  nations  agencies  from  10:  am  to  1pm 
For  more  information,  please  feel  free  to  email  me... 

Taino  -Ti 

Maria  Anani  limenez 

President 

TITC 


Date:  23  Dul  1997  12:31:11  -0400 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Sub j : Native  Events 
Newsgroups:  alt. native 

These  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native 
Events  Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


Chickahominy  Pow-wow 
9/27/1997 

State:  VA  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

The  Chickahominy  Tribe  will  hold  their  48th  annual 
Fall  Festival  and  Pow-wow  on  September  27  & 28,  1997 
at  the  Chickahominy  Tribal  grounds,  Charles  City,  VA. 

The  event  is  free  to  the  public.  Donations  are  excepted  at  the  gate. 
NO  ALCOHOL,  DRUGS,  OR  PETS  ALLOWED!!! 


Land  of  Lakes  Gathering  of  People 
9/28/1997 

State:  IN  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

Sept  27-28 
Traditional  powwow 
kosciusko  County  Fairgrounds 
1400  East 
Smith  St. 

Warsaw, Indiana 

Traders:  Limited  Space  availble.  Must  Register  and 
Pre-pay  by  Aug  31. 

Infomation  : (616)849-0431 


$th  Annual  International  Traditional  Summer  Powwow 
8/24/1997 

State:  MI  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 
Aug  23-24 

Timberlake  Campground 
Climax,  Michigan 
Trader 

Information: (313)763-8631 
or (616) 3 81 -31770 


-//--//-//-//-//-//-//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//--//-//- 
Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Mohawk  Nation  News  Service,  Larry  Innes, 
Sonja  Keohane,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Barbara  Landis, 
Robert  Dorman,  Wally  du  Temple,  Ben  Siepmann,  Headwaters  News,  3oe  Campagna, 
Ishgooda,  Larry  Kibby,  lanet  Smith,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Pablo  Lonesome  Wolf, 


Adonaset,  John  Berry,  Mike  Wicks,  Elizabeth  "Liz"  Pollard  via  Gayle  Swanson 


~ Part  B of  this  newsletter  has  already  been  distributed 
via  the  NATIVE-L  or  NATCHAT  mailing  lists. 

"RE : Lone  Star  Dietz  in  Hall  of  Fame" 

Date:  Wed,  23  Dul  1997  08:39:15  -0700 
From:  landis@epix.net  (Landis) 

Sub j : Lone  Star  Dietz  inducted  to  PA  Sports  Hall  of  Fame 
Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

PRESS  RELEASE 


LONE  STAR  DIETZ  TO  BE  INDUCTED  - 
PENNSYLVANIA  SPORTS  HALL  OF  FAME 


The  late  William  Henry  "Lone  Star"  Dietz,  Rosebud  Sioux  will  be 
posthumously  inducted  into  the  PA  Sports  Hall  of  Fame  August  23,  1997  in 
a ceremony  at  the  Harrisburg  Hilton,  Harrisburg,  PA.  Dietz  was 
assistant  coach  at  the  Carlisle  Indian  School,  and  a member  of  the  great 
1911  football  team.  He  was  blocker  for  the  legendary  3im  Thorpe  and 
defensive  tackle  who  played  60  minutes  of  every  game  from  1909-1912. 

Dietz  coached  the  Washington  State  Agricultural  College  to  a 14-0  win 
over  national  power  Brown  University  in  the  first  RoseBowl  game,  January 
1,  1916.  He  assisted  Glen  "Pop"  Warner  at  Stanford  to  2 Rose  Bowl  wins 
1925-1927.  As  assistnat  to  Warner  and  freshman  coach  at  Temple 
University,  his  2-year  record  was  16-0-1.  A consultant  to  Knute  Rockne 
and  many  other  famous  coaches,  he  was  tagged  "the  coaches  coach"  by 
Damon  Runyan.  Dietz  became  head  football  coach  for  Albright  College  in 
1937  and  despite  only  3 players  from  the  previous  year,  had  an 
undefeated  season  with  1 tie  to  Ursinus,  becoming  the  first  undefeated 
team  in  Albright's  53  year  history.  He  coached  University  of  Wyoming 
and  the  Boston  "Redskins"  (1933-1934),  the  forerunner  of  the  Washington 
Redskins . 

In  addition  to  his  athletic  accomplishments,  Lonestar  Dietz  was 
well-known  among  his  peers  as  an  artist.  Married  to  Winnebago  artist, 
Angel  DeCora,  he  was  hired  as  an  art  teacher  at  the  Carlisle  school  in 
the  early  1900's.  His  cover  and  logo  art  in  the  school  magazines 
brought  him  national  recognition. 

Ceremonies  for  the  induction  at  the  Harrisburg  Hilton  and  Towers  include 
a morning  brunch  ($15)  and  an  evening  ceremony  followed  by  a dinner 
($35).  For  contact  information,  email  Barbara  Landis,  landis@epix.net. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Arrangements  are  being  made  to  bring  the  nearest  living  relative 
from  the  Rosebud  Sioux  reservation  to  Harrisburg  to  represent  the 
family  of  Lone  Star  Dietz  for  the  award  ceremony.  Donations  to 
help  defray  the  transportation  costs  are  needed.  If  you  would 
like  to  help  in  this  regard,  please  email  Barbara  Landis 
(landis@epix.net)  for  more  information.  Thankyou. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

- "RE:  Ojibwe  Dictionary?"  

Date:  Tue,  22  Dul  1997  20:51:20  -0500 
From:  taven@worldnet.att.net  (Brett  Andersen) 

Sub j : Ojibwe  Dictionary? 

Mailing  List:  NATIVE-L  (native-l@gnosys . svle . ma . us) 

I am  an  author  starting  research  on  a screen  play  envolving  a pair  of 


Ojibwe  characters  and  have  not  had  any  luck  locating  an  acceptable 
dictionary  of  the  language.  A dictionary  authored  by  "a  friend  at  UC 
Berkeley"  was  refered  to  in  response  to  a request  for  translation  help. 

If  possible,  could  you  e-mail  me  back  with  the  official  name  of  the 
dictionary  and  the  author's  name?  Any  other  Information  on  obtaining  the 
book  would  be  helpful.  Does  the  dictionary  contain  syntax  rules  or 
examples?  If  you  know  of  publications  explaining  this  I would  appreciate 
any  tips? 

Thank  you  for  your  time. 

Brett  Andersen 
taven@worldnet . att . net 


From  gans@netcom.com  Mon  Aug  11  12:16:02  1997 
Date:  Tue,  5 Aug  1997  20:37:43  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.032 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 o 0 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Big  Mountain,  Paths-L,  NAT-FILM  & Native-L 
lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Brother,  listen  to  what  we  say.  There  was  a time  when  our  forefathers 
owned  this  great  island.  Their  seat  extended  from  the  rising  to  the 
setting  sun.  The  Great  Spirit  had  made  it  for  the  use  of  the  Indians. 

Fie  had  created  the  buffalo,  the  deer  and  other  animals  for  food.  Fie  had 
made  the  bear  and  beaver.  Their  skins  served  us  for  clothing.  Fie  had 
scattered  them  over  the  country  and  taught  us  how  to  take  them.  Fie  had 
caused  the  earth  to  produce  corn  for  bread.  All  this  Fie  had  done  for  Flis 
red  children  because  he  loved  them.  If  we  had  some  disputes  about  our 
hunting  ground  they  were  generally  settled  without  the  shedding  of  much 
blood.  But  an  evil  day  came  upon  us.  Your  forefathers  crossed  the 
great  water  and  landed  upon  this  land.  Their  numbers  were  small.  They 
found  us  friends  not  enemies.  They  told  us  they  had  fled  from  their  own 


country  on  account  of  wicked  men  and  had  come  here  to  enjoy  their 
religion.  They  asked  for  a small  seat.  We  took  pity  on  them  and  granted 
their  request  and  they  sat  down  amongst  us.  We  gave  them  corn  and  meat. 
They  gave  us  poison  in  return." 

Chief  Sa-o-Ye-Wat-Ha  (Red  Jacket),  Seneca 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I have  seen  anger  and  venomous  words  against  traditional  leaders 
supported  by  heresay  and  innuendo.  Many  making  these  claims  have  never 
even  met  those  they  accuse.  This  is  not  the  way  we  come  together.  This 
is  the  way  we  destroy  ourselves,  divide  ourselves  and  lie  down  before 
those  who  would  have  the  "final"  answer  to  the  "Indian  Question". 

The  accountability  question  must  be  asked:  "What  have  YOU  done  for  First 
People?"  How  many  of  those  who  hide  behind  a monitor,  and  throws  stones, 
have  helped  those  who  do  not  have  wood  for  sweat,  food  at  camp,  or  gas 
money  for  going  to  do  free  ceremony? 

Many  who  keep  the  old  ways  struggle  daily,  with  issues  of  no  food,  no  gas, 
no  wood  and  legal  hassles  designed  to  stop  ceremonies.  They  live  it  daily. 
Meanwhile  a "charity"  like  Native  American  Heritage  Association  collects 
hundreds  of  thousands  in  the  name  of  the  First  People  and  gives  little  more 
than  lip  service  to  their  needs. 

Those  who  come  and  profess  to  be  friends,  then  only  take,  or  hide  and  call 
names  like  barking  dogs  are  the  very  ones  that  are  killing  traditional  ways. 
They  are  permitted  to  continue  in  this  way  in  spite  of  the  damage  they  bring 
to  those  they  profess  to  support.  There  is  a reason.  A wolf  will  not  kill 
an  unworthy  enemy.  Instead  it  will  shun  him/her.  This  is  a fate  far  worse 
than  death  in  a cold  world. 

Maybe  it  is  time  we  learned  from  the  wolf. 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte . net>  for  the  following  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

7.30.1973  Julius  Bad  Heart  Bull  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Oglala  by 
"person  or  persons  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

7.31.1976  Sandra  Wounded  Foot  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Sharp's 
Corners  by  "unknown  assailants." 

No  investigation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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RE:  Racicot  Gets  Natural  Resources 


Date:  Thu,  31  Jul  1997  13:13:54  -0400 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <son jakeo@pond . com> 

Sub j : Governors  give  Racicot  natural  resources  role 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Note:  The  Governor  of  Montana,  who  ignored  the 

U.  S.  Department  of  Interior  Secretary  and 
supported  the  Yellowstone  Bison  Slaughter, 
now  sits  in  the  catbird  seat.  It  seems 
there  is  no  shame  for  what  has  passed.] 

So  now  the  "cat"  will  be  watching  the  "canary" makes  no  sense 

to  me .... Racicot  will  now  be  able  to  "take  care"  of  the  bison  that  he 
missed  this  past  winter.... 

http: //www. bigskywire. com/gazette/thursday/region/reg024. htm 

Prepared  for  the  Web:  Wednesday,  Duly  30,  1997,  9:04:14  PM 
Governors  give  Racicot  natural  resources  role 
By  CHARLES  S.  JOHNSON 
Gazette  State  Bureau 
The  Billings  Gazette 

HELENA  - Gov.  Marc  Racicot  returns  to  Montana  from  the  National  Governors' 
Association  meeting  as  the  new  vice  chairman  of  its  natural  resources 
committee  and  with  concerns  over  federal  reaction  to  a bison  management 
plan  and  part  of  the  federal  budget  agreement. 

In  a phone  interview  from  the  conference  in  Las  Vegas  Wednesday,  Racicot,  a 
Republican,  said  he  would  serve  as  vice  chairman  of  the  natural  resources 
panel,  headed  by  Nebraska  Gov.  Ben  Nelson,  a Democrat. 

Although  Racicot  said  he  previously  sat  on  the  association's  legal  review 
panel  and  was  a lead  governor  dealing  with  transportation,  this  is  his 
first  association  committee  leadership  assignment. 

"I  have  to  be  available  to  present  issues  before  Congress,"  he  said.  "These 
are  added  responsibilities,  but  I can  handle  them  because  I've  been 
involved  in  all  these  (natural  resource)  issues  anyway.  It  gives  us  an 
advantage  to  be  involved  earlier." 

On  another  topic,  Racicot  said  he  visited  with  President  Clinton  about  the 
bison  controversy  in  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

The  governor  said  he  told  Clinton  that  federal  and  state  agencies  had  done 
hard  work  writing  a draft  environmental  impact  statement  with  a preferred 
alternative  solution  that  would  address  the  problems. 

Racicot  said  the  plan  could  provide  long-term  bison  management  sensitive  to 
the  park  and  the  bison,  while  at  the  same  time  addressing  strong  concerns 
about  the  health  of  cattle  in  Montana  and  protecting  them  from  brucellosis 
carried  by  bison. 

However,  Racicot  said  he  has  learned  that  the  plan,  which  wouldn't  be  put 


into  place  until  the  winter  of  1999  anyway  because  of  notice  and  public 
participation  requirements,  may  not  be  acceptable  to  the  U.S.  Interior 
Department  and  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt.  Clinton  indicated  that 
Babbitt  doesn't  agree  to  extension  of  the  schedule  that  Montana  has  sought. 

"It's  still  up  in  the  air,"  Racicot  said.  "We're  still  hoping  for 
secretarial  approval  and  to  get  it  to  the  public  for  examination  and 
critique  and  get  a record  of  decision  by  next  spring." 

"RE : Byrd  Farms  Out  Advocate"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Dul  1997  17:28:15  GMT 

From:  gehring.l@postbox.acs.ohio-state.edu  (Glenn  Gehring) 

Sub j : *Cherokee  Nation*  Byrd  "farms  out"  Advocate 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

First-term  Cherokee  Chief  Doe  Byrd  (sometimes  called  Loony  Byrd)  will  be 
remembered  as  the  worst  Principal  Chief  in  Cherokee  Nation  history.  His 
most  recent  act  is  to  farm  out  the  Tribal  newspaper,  even  though  Cherokee 
Nation  has  a long  tradition  of  producing  its  own  paper.  The  Cherokee 
Advocate  editor  reportedly  was  told  by  George  Thomas  "Nothing  personal, 
but  be  out  by  noon."  The  rest  of  the  Advocate  staff  will  be  laid  off 
August  15. 

I remember  Byrd  saying  the  Advocate  needed  to  be  more  "independent" 
during  his  campaign.  I thought  he  meant  greater  freedom  of  the  press. 

Guess  he  really  meant  "independent"  of  all  but  his  control.  Undoubtedly, 
whoever  he  farms  it  out  to  will  print  exactly  what  Byrd  wants  printed. 

Cherokee  Nation  has  been  in  a Constitutional  Crisis  for  months.  The 
crisis  started  when  Byrd  came  under  investigation  for  misappropriation  of 
tribal  funds.  Since  then,  Byrd  illegally  fired  the  tribal  prosecutor, 
illegally  fired  the  entire  Cherokee  Marshal  service,  illegally  impeached 
the  entire  Cherokee  Supreme  Court,  illegally  invited  in  the  BIA  police  to 
takeover  law  enforcement,  illegally  conducted  a 4am  raid  on  the 
courthouse,  and  (probably  illegally)  fired  numerous  other  Cherokee  Nation 
employees . 

The  BIA  continues  to  prop  up  the  unpopular  Chief  with  their  police. 

For  details  and  history  of  this  Byrd  initiated  Constitutional  Crisis 
visit  the  following  web  site  (look  at  past  issues  to  Feb).  When  you  see 
how  ludicrous  Byrd's  actions  are  you  may  think  you  entered  the  "twilight 
zone."  You  haven't.  Unfortunately,  this  is  REAL.  And,  so  is  the  armed 
BIA  intervention  in  Cherokee  Nation! 

http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net /Cherokee/Observer . shtml 

"RE;  Prison  Terms  for  Ts'peten  Defenders"  

Date:  Thu,  31  Dul  1997  14:09:40  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  Prison  terms  for  Ts'peten  Defenders 

: - : - :S.I .S. I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-: 

Duly  30,  1997  Bulletin 

TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS  SENTENCED  TO  DAIL  TERMS 

The  travesty  of  justice  known  as  the  Gustafsen  Lake  trial  finally  came  to 
a close  today.  13  of  the  15  defendants  convicted  in  connection  with  the 
Ts'peten  siege  of  1995  were  sentenced  to  prison  terms  by  Dustice  Bruce 
Dosephson.  They  were  taken  directly  to  jail  from  the  courtroom  after  the 
sentences  were  read.  In  this  parody  of  judicial  process,  they  have  been 
imprisoned  for  defending  sacred  Sundance  and  burial  grounds  on  unceded 
Shuswap  territory,  and  criminalized  for  standing  on  natural,  international 
and  constitutional  law. 

The  4 defendants  convicted  of  mischief  causing  actual  danger  to  life  and 
possession  of  weapons  received  the  harshest  sentences.  Wolverine  (William 
Dones  Ignace),  a 66  year  old  Shuswap  elder,  organic  farmer  and  old-age 
pensioner  was  sentenced  to  8 years  in  prison.  Dames  (OD)  Pitawanakwat  was 


sentenced  to  4 years,  Edward  (Pancho)  Dick,  3 years  and  Suniva  Bronson,  2 
years  less  one  day.  All  four  are  also  prohibited  from  possession  of 
firearms,  ammunition  or  explosives  for  periods  ranging  from  ten  years  to 
life.  Wolverine  has  been  imprisoned  22  months  already,  Pitawanakwat  6 
months,  so  since  accused  are  credited  for  twice  the  time  spent  in  pre-trial 
custody.  Wolverine  has  4 and  a half  years  and  Pitawanakwat  has  3 years  in 
jail  remaining  to  be  served. 

Of  the  11  defendants  convicted  of  mischief  to  property,  7 received  6 month 
sentences:  Grant  Archie,  Glen  Deneault,  Trond  Halle,  Mary  Pena,  Brent 
Potulicki,  Percy  Rosette,  and  Flo  Sampson.  Ron  Dionne  and  Rob  Fleming 
received  slightly  longer  sentences,  9 months  and  7 months  respectively,  as 
well  as  2 years  probation.  Two  defendants  who  have  recently  given  birth 
were  given  conditional  sentences  to  be  served  in  the  community;  Sheila 
Ignace,  daughter  of  Wolverine  and  Flo  Sampson,  received  a 6 month  sentence, 
and  self -represented  non-native  Shelagh  Franklin,  who  based  her  defence  on 
jurisdiction  alone,  received  a 1 year  sentence. 

The  firearms  bans  will  have  a severe  impact  on  the  cultural  practice 
and  diet  of  the  traditionalists.  Moreover,  the  sentencing  of  Wolverine  and 
Sampson  causes  grave  worries  for  the  well-being  of  JoJo  Ignace,  their 
developmentally  disabled  son.  3o3o  was  acquitted  on  all  charges  laid 
against  him  and  released,  but  doctors  testified  that  his  serious  condition 
radically  deteriorated  as  a result  of  the  beatings  and  inappropriate 
medications  he  was  given  in  jail.  He  has  been  subsequently  hospitalized, 
and  now  neither  of  his  parents  will  be  free  to  care  for  him. 

Judge  Josephson 's  Reasons  for  Judgment  regarding  this  sentencing 
underscore  the  deep  bias  he  has  exhibited  throughout  the  year-long  trial. 

He  was  several  times  interrupted  today  by  cries  of  "liar"  from  the  gallery 
as  he  read  his  own  version  of  the  events  of  the  standoff. 

Josephson  once  again  asserted  as  fact  American  rancher  Lyle  James' 
"ownership"  of  the  land  in  question,  although  the  Crown  admitted  that  the 
original  owners,  the  Shuswap  nation,  never  relinquished  their  title  by  sale 
or  treaty,  and  although  the  trial  produced  strong  evidence  that  the  lot 
claimed  by  James  may  in  fact  be  miles  away  from  the  Ts'peten  Sundance 
grounds . 

Josephson  omitted  from  today's  summary  the  incidents  of  harassment,  death 
threats  and  shootings  directed  at  the  camp  by  cowboys.  He  omitted  the 
testimony  that  RCMP  began  planning  for  the  operation  in  May,  1995,  long 
before  there  was  any  indication  of  trouble.  He  omitted  any  mention  of  the 
RCMP's  self -described  "smear  and  misinformation  campaign"  which 
significantly  contributed  to  the  escalation  of  tensions.  Yet  he  twice  cited 
a dubious  "ambush"  on  August  27,  1995,  in  which  police  were  supposedly  shot 
in  the  backs  of  their  flak  jackets,  although  there  was  not  enough  evidence 
to  charge  anyone  with  this  incident:  police  could  produce  no  bullets  to 
trace  to  the  camp  (the  officers  claim  they  threw  this  vital  evidence  out 
the  window),  their  24-hour  aerial  surveillance  footage  is  mysteriously 
missing  for  that  time  period,  and  information  officer  John  Ward  was 
captured  on  video  stating  that  RCMP  had  on  previous  occasions  taken  their 
bulletproof  clothing  "out  to  the  firing  range,"  suggesting  the  jackets  may 
have  been  tampered  with. 

The  judge  not  only  contradicted  the  evidence  at  trial  on  several  occasions, 
he  also  contradicted  his  own  previous  rulings  in  this  trial.  He  made 
several  references  today  to  the  sincerity  of  the  defendants'  belief  in  the 
rightness  of  their  actions,  even  mentioning  that  they  had  obtained  legal 
advice  to  that  effect;  this  is  a total  reversal  of  his  ruling  on  colour  of 
right  (posted  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/court/reascol.html) 
in  which  he  foreclosed  a primary  defence  by  claiming  that  the  defendants 
did  not  honestly  believe  they  had  a right  to  occupy  that  land.  Several 
legal  experts  have  said  that  this  ruling  disallowing  colour  of  right  made 
conviction  nearly  inevitable. 

Josephson  seems  moreover  to  be  completely  untroubled  by  judicial 
contradictions.  His  reasons  for  disallowing  the  argument  that  the  BC  courts 
have  no  jurisdiction  on  unceded  Native  territory  - another  major  pillar  of 
the  defence  - baldly  contradicted  a previous  Canada  Supreme  Court  ruling. 
Josephson  claimed  the  Delgamuukw  case  already  dealt  with  this  argument  (see 
http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/court/reas_jur.html),  while  the  Canada 


Supreme  Court  unequivocally  ruled  that  it  did  not  (see 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/ sepl2scc . html) . 

It  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  this  is  a man  who  also  disallowed  self- 
defence  for  several  of  the  accused,  saying  that  the  largest  RCMP  operation 
in  history,  involving  the  army  and  400  police  officers  equipped  with  land 
mines,  9 armoured  personnel  carriers,  helicopters,  airplanes,  dog  teams, 

.50  calibre  machine  guns,  and  firing  an  estimated  77,000  rounds  in  what  one 
soldier  explained  was  the  largest  Canadian  forces  land  battle  since  the 
Korean  war,  all  aimed  at  a mere  18  people,  that  this  did  not  constitute 
excessive  force  (see  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/court/reasdef .html) 

The  judge  has  been  consistent  only  in  his  animosity  to  the  accused.  He  has 
allowed  massive  and  repeated  irregularities  by  the  prosecution,  ranging 
from  the  Crown  routinely  withholding  disclosures  until  minutes  before  their 
witnesses  took  the  stand,  to  the  interference  with  witnesses  by  upper-level 
RCCMP  officers,  to  the  police  destruction  of  massive  amounts  of  evidence 
when  they  had  the  bullet-ridden  trees  at  the  lakesite  all  clearcut.  When 
the  prosecution  case  still  didn't  hold  together,  Dosephson  struck  down  all 
the  major  defence  arguments,  delaying  filing  his  reasons  for  doing  so  until 
after  the  jury  was  sequestered,  and  allotted  an  unprecedented  four  days  to 
instruct  the  jury  in  what  they  should  and  should  not  consider. 

Add  to  all  this  the  treatment  of  Native  rights  lawyer  Bruce  Clark,  counsel 
of  choice  for  many  of  the  defenders,  who  was  not  allowed  to  represent  them, 
was  assaulted  by  police  in  the  courtroom,  arrested,  shackled  hand  and  foot, 
and  jailed  for  several  months,  this  trial  has  amply  vindicated  the  Ts'peten 
Defenders'  contention  that  they  will  never  obtain  a fair  hearing  in  BC  or 
Canada.  The  need  for  the  third  party  tribunal  that  was  their  only  demand  at 
Gustafsen  Lake  has  never  seemed  more  clear. 

W//W//W  STOP  THE  GENOCIDE ! FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS!  //\\//\\// 

DEMAND  A COMPREHENSIVE  PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  THE  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  CRISIS 
For  more  information,  contact: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 

Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
Letters  of  condemnation  to: 

Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien 

Room  309-S  Centre  Block,  House  of  Commons 

Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  0A6  Canada 

Phone:  (613)  992-4211  Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email : remote -printer . Dean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd .tpc . int 
email:  pm@pm.gc.ca 

WWW  comments:  http://pm.gc.ca/english/pmo/e_corres.htm 

Letters  of  support  and  solidarity  for  the  Ts'peten  Defenders  can  be  sent 

care  of  S.I.S.I.S.  (address  below) 
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JUDGE  TOUGH  ON  NATIVE  PROTESTERS  - Gustafsen  standoff  hurt  democracy 
Globe  and  Mail,  Thursday,  Duly  31,  1997,  Page  A1 


Miro  Cernetig  - BC  Bureau 

Vancouver  - Native  protesters  who  took  up  arms  against  the  RCMP  during 
British  Columbia's  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff  in  1995  were  given  tough  prison 
terms  yesterday  by  the  BC  Supreme  Court.  Warning  that  armed  protests 
undermine  the  democratic  principles  of  Canada  and  must  be  deterred  by  the 
courts,  Justice  I.B.  Josephson  ordered  the  incarceration  of  13  people  for 
periods  of  six  months  to  4 1/2  years. 

"What  separates  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff  from  other  forms  of  civil 
protest  and  even  unlawful  civil  disobedience  was  the  threat  of  violence  to 
prevent  their  removal  from  the  land  should  their  demands  not  be  met,"  wrote 
Judge  Josephson  in  his  judgment.  Judge  Josephson  noted  there  are 
land-claims  disputes  across  Canada,  but  that  natives  do  not  resort  to  such 
armed  violence  to  make  their  points. 

"When  rhetoric  is  swept  aside,  it  was  camp  occupants  who  introduced  weapons 
and  violence  to  the  standoff  at  Gustafsen  Lake,"  he  wrote.  "It  was  that, 
not  an  act  of  trespass  that  required  a massive  response  by  police  which 
strained  their  resources  to  the  limit."  The  sentencing  ends  a 10-month 
trial  that  followed  the  occupation  of  ranch  land  in  the  BC  Interior  by  a 
small,  fringe  group  of  natives  and  their  supporters.  Claiming  the  land  was 
sacred  and  had  never  been  ceded  to  the  Crown,  members  of  the  group  fired  at 
police  who  tried  to  remove  them. 

The  RCMP  spent  5.5-million  and  brought  in  more  than  400  officers  to  bring 
the  protesters  to  justice.  It  was  the  largest  such  operation  in  RCMP 
history.  The  standoff  lasted  33  days.  The  prison  terms  were  immediately 
denounced  by  supporters  of  the  militants,  who  include  both  native  and 
non-natives.  They  screamed  obscenities  and  called  for  a public  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  the  trial. 

Bruce  Clark,  the  lawyer  who  defended  many  of  the  protestors,  said  he  will 
appeal  the  sentences.  "I  feel  sick  to  my  stomach,  I feel  hollow,"  said 
Shelagh  Franklin,  who  was  given  a one  year  jail  term  but  will  be  allowed  to 
serve  her  time  in  the  community  because  she  gave  birth  during  the  trial. 

But  native  leaders  didn't  see  the  Gustafsen  Lake  protesters  as  martyrs. 

Ovide  Mercredi,  who  had  to  deal  with  the  controversy  during  his  tenure  as 
national  chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  said  the  militants  knew 
what  they  were  getting  into.  Mr.  Mercredi  added  that  the  group's  leader, 

Jones  William  Ignace,  known  as  Wolverine,  represented  an  extreme  political 
element  that  should  not  be  embraced  by  natives  or  others.  "He's  not  a 
fool,"  Mr.  Mercredi  told  reporters.  "He's  a very  intelligent  man.  And  when 
you  get  involved  in  incidents  like  that,  you  have  to  live  with  the 
results . " 

Mr.  Ignace  was  sentenced  to  4 1/2  years  in  prison  for  mischief  causing 
danger  to  life,  discharging  a firearm  at  police,  preventing  arrests  of 
others  and  possession  of  weapons  for  a purpose  dangerous  to  the  public 
peace.  The  jury  had  earlier  acquitted  Mr.  Ignace,  and  his  son  Joseph,  of 
attempted  murder  charges.  The  RCMP's  response  to  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
standoff  has  been  under  scrutiny  for  the  past  two  years  in  British 
Columbia,  with  many  wondering  whether  police  overreacted.  But  the  court 
appeared  to  side  with  the  RCMP  response,  noting  that  if  they  had  ended  the 
controversy  quickly  there  might  have  been  deaths. 

"They  wisely  chose  a course  calculated  to  minimize  that  risk,"  the  judge 
said.  "This  required  patience  and  the  costly  deployment  of  hundreds  of 
officers  working  in  shifts  to  contain  this  remote  and  isolated  area." 

Edward  Dick  was  given  a three-year  prison  sentence  for  mischief  endangering 
life  and  an  18  month  concurrent  sentence  for  weapons  possession.  James 
Pitawanakwat  was  sentenced  to  three  years  in  prison  for  mischief 
endangering  life  and  a two  year  concurrent  sentence  for  weapons  possession. 

The  court  gave  Suniva  Bronson  a sentence  of  two  years  less  a day  for 
mischief  endangering  life,  plus  a one  year  concurrent  sentence  for  weapons 
possession.  Sheila  Ignace,  who  also  gave  birth  during  the  trial,  will  serve 
a six-month  sentence  in  the  community.  Robert  Flemming  received  seven 
months  and  two  years  probation.  Seven  others  convicted  of  lesser  mischief 
charges  were  handed  sentences  of  six  months  in  jail  and  18  months 
probation . 

Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail:  letters@GlobeAndMail.ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
==>>NEW  EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink. org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : 3ail  Terms  Infuriate  Natives"  

Date:  Thu,  31  Dul  1997  17:10:45  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Mainstream:  Province  - Dail  Terms  Infuriate  Natives 

: - : - :S.I .S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-: 

[Please  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased  or 
distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It 
is  provided  for  reference  only.  --  S.I.S.I.S.] 

3AIL  TERMS  INFURIATE  NATIVES:  Prisoners'  backers  promise  retaliation  and 
call  for  inquiry 

The  Vancouver  Province,  Thursday,  Duly  31,  1997,  Page  A3,  by  Gail  Dohnson 

Enraged  natives  vowed  reprisals  after  13  participants  in  the  Gustafsen  Lake 
standoff  were  sentenced  to  jail  yesterday. 

"This  is  going  to  lead  to  nothing  less  that  general  mayhem,"  said  David 
Dennis  of  the  Native  Youth  Movement  at  a protest  outside  the  Assembly  of 
First  Nations  conference.  "Something  bug  is  going  to  happen.  When  I hear 
that  someone  who  was  defending  their  rights  is  going  to  jail,  I feel  angry, 

I feel  frustrated.  Something's  going  to  blow  up,"  said  Dennis  at  the 
emotion-charged  protest. 

Dennis  did  not  say  what  the  movement's  next  steps  will  be,  but  he  wait 
blockades  are  not  out  of  the  question. 

The  jail  sentences  came  after  one  of  the  longest  criminal  trials  in 
Canadian  history  and  nearly  two  years  after  the  31-day  armed  standoff 
between  natives  and  police  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  near  100  Mile  House. 

Dones  William  Ignace,  also  known  as  Wolverine,  the  standoff's  leader, 
received  4 1/2  years  in  jail  for  mischief  endangering  life.  That  is  in 
addition  for  22  months  he  has  already  spent  in  custody.  Dames  Pitawanakwat 
was  sentenced  to  four  years  for  mischief  endangering  life,  and  Edward  Dick 
received  three  years  for  the  same  charge.  Lesser  mischief  charges  ranged 
from  nine  months  in  hail  to  six  months  to  be  spent  in  the  community. 

Defence  lawyer  Harry  Rankin  was  outraged  when  native  supporter  Dohn 
(Splitting  the  Sky)  Hill  spat  on  fellow  defence  lawyer  Sheldon  Tate.  "We 
were  up  in  the  rotunda  being  interviewed,  and  that  Mohawk  from  the  U.S. 
came  shouting  at  me,  so  I threatened  to  whack  him  with  my  cane,"  Rankin 
said  last  night.  "He  started  screaming  and  raving  like  a lunatic  at  Tate 
and  then  he  spit  on  him."  Rankin  said  Hill  is  "an  idiot  who  wants  everyone 
else  to  be  a martyr,  but  not  him." 

Rankin  was  representing  Suniva  Bronson,  who  received  a sentence  of  two  years 
less  a day.  Tate  was  acting  for  Percy  Rosette,  spiritual  leader  of  the 
sundancers,  and  his  wife  Mary  Pena,  who  each  for  six-month  sentences. 

More  than  140  chiefs  signed  a petition  at  the  AFN  conference  demanding  an 
inquiry  into  "excessive  force  and  attempted  murder  against  the  Indian 
people. " 

[Former]  AFN  National  Chief  Ovide  Mercredi  said  those  involved  in  the 
standoff  knew  the  consequences  of  their  violent  actions.  "Wolverine  knew 
what  he  was  getting  into,"  said  Mecredi.  "you  don't  have  to  use  a gun  to  be 
a leader.  If  you  use  a gun,  those  are  the  consequences." 

Two  others  involved  in  the  standoff,  William  and  Doseph  Ignace,  were 
acquitted  of  attempted  murder.  The  sentencing  hearing  took  two  months. 
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"RE : Big  Mountain  Phone  Call"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Dul  1997  19:18:22  -0800 
From:  redorman@plix.com  (Dorman,  Robert  ) 

Sub j : B.M.  Phone  call 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Saturday,  Duly  26,  Swaneagle  received  a phone  call  from  Bob,  Bonnie 
Whitesinger ' s husband.  Apparently  another  "deadline"has  been 
set--sometime  in  September,  for  the  eviction  of  the  Big  Mountain 
resisters.  The  policy  the  BIA,  Flopi  tribe,  etc.  seems  to  have  been 
following  is  targeting  individual  families,  one  at  a time,  rather 
than  coming  in  with  bulldozers  and  squads  of  riot  police  and  driving 
everyone  out  en-masse,  which  is  what  was  originally  expected  back  on 
March  31st. 

Also,  there  are  families  that  had  been  coerced  into  signing  the 
accommodation  agreement  that  now  wish  to  take  back  their  signatures, 
which  they  apparently  are  entitled  to  do  under  the  agreement. 

So,  it  may  be  that  the  ranks  of  the  resisters  are  growing  rather  than 
getting  smaller. 

Bob  Dorman 
redorman@plix. com 
"The  Activist  Page" 
http://www.plix.com/~users/ redorman/ 

"RE;  Big  Mountain  Wish  List"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Dul  1997  14:42:28  -0800 
From:  redorman@plix.com  (Dorman,  Robert  ) 

Sub j : Big  Mt.  Wish  List 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

A List  of  Supplies  Needed  by  Resistors  at  Big  Mountain 

The  Dine'  eiders  have  specifically  asked  all  support  groups  and  concerned 
individuals  to  reach  out  to  their  local  communities  to  raise  awareness  about 
the  destruction  of  their  culture  and  land.  Their  hope  is  that  people  will 
stand  in  solidarity  with  them  in  their  efforts  to  defend  their  way  of  life 
against  the  plans  of  Peabody  Western  Coal  Company  and  the  United  States 
Government.  The  Dineh  desperately  need  our  help  and  there  many  ways  in  which 
we  can  support  the  struggle. 

Go  to  Big  Mountain 

Supporters  are  needed  on  the  land  to  help  out  with  sheep  herding,  various 
chores,  and  documenting  harassment  against  the  Resisters.  A month  commitment 
is  suggested  for  on-the-land  support,  and  non-violence  training  and  cultural 
sensitivity  training  are  also  strongly  recommended.  If  you  are  interested  in 
being  a supporter,  write  to: 

Media  Island  International 
PO  Box  7204 
Olympia,  WA  98507 
(360)  352-8526 
mii@olywa . net 

[Note:  no  guns,  drugs  or  alcohol;  must  bring  all  own  supplies,  food; 
be  self  suffient.  Must  be  willing  to  work  hard,  keep  clean,  and  show 


respect . ] 


Donate  Money  and  Supplies 

One  of  the  main  tactics  being  used  to  force  the  Dineh  to  accept  relocation 
is  to  undermine  their  ability  to  sustain  themselves  by  confiscating  their 
livestock.  Food  supplies  are  much  needed  as  well  as  communication , video 
equipment , and  monetary  donations. 

Needed  at  Big  Mountain: 

Equipment  Food  Office 


CB  radios 
scanners 
cell  phones 
flashlights 
batteries  AA,C&D 
auto  parts 
solar  panels 

Recording 


video  cameras 

photo  cameras 

accessories 

tapes  - VHS  Hi*&Audo 

tape  recorders 

Miscellaneous 


long-distance  calling  cards,  firewood,  veterinary  care, 
medical/first  aid  supplies,  hay/feed  tack,  wood  cutting  tools, 
water  purifiers,  4-wheel  drive  vehicles,  automotive  mechanical  skills, 
carpenters,  ready-mix  cement,  dry  wall,  paint. 

Monetary  donations  are  also  desperately  needed  to  help  with 
covering  the  costs  of  livestock  impoundment,  and  the  costs  of 
maintaining  resistance  at  Big  Mountain. 

Bob  Dorman 
redorman@plix.  com 
"The  Activist  Page" 
http://www.plix.com/~users/ redorman/ 

"RE : Overview  of  NY  Tax  Issue"  

Date:  Wed,  30  Dul  1997  17:13:38  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  GrayDeer@aol.com 

Sub j : Overview  of  NY  Tax  issue 

UUCP  email 

This  posting  is  in  response  to  the  Kanawake  branch  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  that 
just  sent  an  article  out  by  the  (self-elected  keepers  of  the  fire)  who  have 
nothing  do  do  with  the  Haudenosaunee  traditional  Longhouse  Onondaga  who  are 
the  true  Keepers  of  the  Fire. 

Please  read  the  following  info  so  you  can  come  to  your  own  conclusions  about 
this  issue.  nia:wen  (thank  you) 

0:  nen 

Kanatiyosh 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
NEW  YORK'S  TAX  WAR  WITH  INDIANS:  DEMONSTRATIONS  AND  A WARRIOR  SOCIETY  SET  THE 
STAGE  FOR  STATE  TAXATION  ON  IROQUOIS  COUNTRY 

The  decision  by  the  Pataki  administration  to  stop  trucks  carrying  tobacco 
and  motor  fuel  products  destined  for  the  Indian  reservations  after  April  1 
was  long  predicted  and  expected  in  legal  circles.  What  was  unusual  and 


potatoes  postage  stamps 

flour  fax  machine 

dry  bean  computer 

coffee  paper 

sugar  pens 

shortening  envelopes 


unexpected  was  the  negotiations  with  several  traditional  governments  which 
led  to  an  interim  agreement  wherein  NYS  agreed  to  respect  indigenous 
governments'  rights  to  jurisdiction  within  their  own  territories  and  to 
forego  the  taxes  on  tobacco  products.  The  Indian  nations  agreed  to  raise 

prices  to  be  more  competitive  with  off -territory  vendors  and  to  share 

information  with  the  State  to  ensure  the  agreement  was  working. 

Reaction  to  what  was  described  as  an  "embargo"  resulted  in  several 
demonstrations  during  which  roads  were  blocked  and  Indians  confronted  NYS 
police  in  face-to-face  demonstrations.  People  were  injured  on  both  sides, 
tires  burned,  a number  were  arrested  and  face  charges,  and  Indians  made 
claims  about  the  unfairness  of  the  State's  actions  which  ranged  from 

accusations  of  genocide  and  termination  to  price  fixing.  Everyone  agrees 

on  one  thing:  the  Indian  nations  in  New  York  have  built  an  economy  around 
sales  of  tax-free  motor  fuel  products  and  tobacco  to  non-Indians  and  the 
blockade  of  these  products  was  hurting  this  economy. 

Requirement  to  collect  taxes  is  driven  by  the  courts 

The  blockade  was  not  unexpected  and  while  the  rhetoric  was  directed  at  the 
governor  of  New  York,  the  underlying  cause  of  what  was  indeed  a crisis  is 
found  in  a string  of  court  decisions  culminating  in  a decision  by  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court.  The  fact  pattern  around  how  things  came  to  be  the  way  they 
are  is  centered  on  court  decisions.  A faction  of  Iroquois  Indians  which 
includes  elements  of  the  Iroquois  Warrior  Society  and  the  Iroquois 
businessmen  adopted  a strategy  to  use  direct  action  against  the  state, 
shutting  down  highways,  to  force  the  governor  to  cease  trying  to  collect 
taxes  and  thereby  to  stop  seizing  trucks  bringing  these  products  to  the 
Indian  country.  It  is  extremely  unlikely  that  the  State  can  or  will  accede 
to  Indian  demands  that  New  York  officials  simply  stop  enforcing  their  tax 
laws . 

The  first  in  a string  U.S.  Supreme  Court  cases,  _Moe  v.  Confederated 
Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes  of  the  Flathead  Reservation,_  was  decided  in 
1976.  A private  "smokeshop"  owner  and  an  employee  were  arrested  for 
selling  to  non-Indians  without  a license  and  not  paying  the  state  tax. 

They  and  the  Tribe  sued,  challenging  Montana's  right  to  collect  the  tax. 

They  lost.  The  Supreme  Court  reasoned  that  Montana  was  not  taxing  Indians 
but  rather  taxing  non-Indians  making  purchases  on  Indian  country  and  the 
tax  was  permissible. 

The  second  case,  _Washington  v.  Confederated  Tribes  of  the  Colville  Indian 
Reservation ,_  was  decided  in  1980  and  was  even  more  definitive.  Here  the 
tribes  enacted  ordinances  approved  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
authorizing  tobacco  outlets.  These  tribes  imposed  a tribal  tax  on 
cigarettes  and  in  general  regulated  the  Indian  trade.  The  tribes  were 
heavily  dependent  on  tobacco  revenues  but  the  Court,  in  upholding  the 
state's  right  to  tax  non-Indians  in  Indian  country,  went  to  some  length 
to  hold  that  the  State's  tax  collection  power  was  not  pre-empted  by  any 
federal  statute  including  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act,  the  Indian 
Financing  Act,  the  Indian  Self-Determination  and  Education  Act,  the 
Federal  Indian  Traders  Act,  the  Washington  Enabling  Act,  or  the  Indian 
Commerce  Clause.  The  decision  was  explicit: 

"What  the  smokeshops  offer  these  customers,  and  what  is  not  available 
elsewhere,  is  solely  an  exemption  from  state  taxation...  We  do  not 
believe  that  principles  of  federal  Indian  law,  whether  stated  in  terms 
of  pre-emption,  self-government,  or  otherwise,  authorize  Indian  tribes 
thus  to  market  an  exemption  from  state  taxation  to  persons  who  would 
normally  do  their  business  elsewhere." 

The  decision  also  permitted  the  State  to  seize  unstamped  cigarettes 
on-route  to  Indian  smokeshops. 

An  even  heavier  burden  was  placed  on  the  Indian  tobacco  trade  in  the  1985 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision  _California  State  Board  of  Equalization  v. 
Chemehuevi  Indian  Tribe. _ The  Tribe  had  imposed  a tax  equivalent  to  that 
of  the  State  and  the  argument  that  the  Indian  trade  existed  because  of  the 
tax  exempt  status  was  not  valid.  The  Supreme  Court  did  not  address  this 
fact  but  instead  simply  upheld  the  right  of  the  State  to  require  the 
Indian  tribe  to  collect  the  tax  for  the  State  because  the  tax  was  imposed 


on  the  non-Indian  customer.  Presumably,  that  customer  was  required  to  pay 
both  the  state  and  tribal  taxes  combined. 

In  1991,  in  _Oklahoma  Tax  Commission  v.  Citizen  Band  Potawatomi  Indian 
Tribe  of  Oklahoma,_  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  again  upheld  the  State's  right 
to  collect  taxes.  This  time,  however,  the  Court  stated  that  the  Indian 
tribe's  right  of  immunity  from  lawsuit  did  not  protect  individual  members 
of  the  tribe  who  could  be  held  liable  for  the  taxes.  Said  the  Court:  "We 
have  never  held  that  individual  agents  or  officers  of  a tribe  are  not 
liable  for  damages  in  actions  brought  by  the  State....  although  the 
doctrine  of  sovereign  immunity  applies  to  the  Potowatomis,  that  doctrine 
does  not  excuse  a tribe  from  all  obligations  to  assist  in  the  collection 
of  validly  imposed  state  sales  taxes." 

This  string  of  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decisions  illustrates  that  the  Court 
intends  to  preserve  the  rights  of  states  to  collect  taxes  from  non-Indians 
in  transactions  on  Indian  country,  even  when  the  owner  of  the  business  is 
an  Indian  tribe,  and  even  when  the  tribe  collects  taxes  equal  to  those  of 
the  State. 

The  New  York  Courts 

Indians  fared  a bit  better  in  New  York  courts  in  the  early  days.  Herzog 
was  a Pennsylvania  motor  fuels  wholesaler  doing  business  with  Senecas  on 
the  Allegheny  and  Cattaraugus  territories.  In  1985  the  State  amended  its 
taxation  laws  to  collect  taxes  on  on-reservation  sales  to  non-Indians  and 
to  assess  and  collect  these  taxes  from  non-Indian  distributors  like 
Herzog.  Herzog  sued  and  the  State's  highest  Court  ruled  in  _Herzog  I_  that 
the  Federal  Indian  traders  laws  preempted  the  tax.  The  State  appealed  to 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  which,  in  effect,  found  in  favor  of  State  taxation 
of  sales  of  motor  fuel  products  to  nonlndians  on  Indian  territories.  In 
JHerzog  II,_  the  State  court  did  not  address  the  validity  of  the  State's 
subsequent  regulations  to  collect  such  taxes  because  no  sales  under  the 
new  regulations  had  been  made,  but  it  was  clear  the  federal  courts  were  in 
favor  of  State  powers  in  such  cases. 

New  York  State  courts  refused  to  allow  the  State  to  collect  taxes  from 
non-Indian  vendors  on  the  theory  that  such  taxes  were  a violation  of  the 
Federal  Indian  Traders  Act.  In  1990  in  _Milhelm  Atea  & Brothers  Inc.  v. 
Dept,  of  Taxation  and  Finance  of  the  State  of  New  York_  the  court  at  first 
(_Atea  I_)  invoked  the  Federal  Indian  Traders  Act  to  deny  the  State  the 
power  to  collect  taxes  from  wholesalers.  The  State  appealed  and  the 
Supreme  Court  instructed  the  State  court  to  reconsider  in  light  of  the 
Potawatomi  decision.  The  State  Court  then  reversed  itself  in  _Atea  II, _ 
holding  that  the  State  is  permitted  to  collect  such  taxes. 

The  Treaty  of  1794 

The  Canandaigua  Treaty  of  1794  has  almost  legendary  significance  to  the 
people  of  the  Six  Nations.  It  was  negotiated  with  Timothy  Pickering  in  the 
summer  and  fall  while  the  United  States  was  at  war  in  the  Indian  country 
in  what  is  now  Ohio  and  it  is  one  of  the  few  treaties  which  actually 
recognizes  Indian  sovereignty  and  was  not  negotiated  as  the  result  of  U.S. 
military  victory.  Moe  John  of  the  Allegheny  Seneca  invoked  the  treaty  in 
_3ohn  V.  City  of  Salamanca_  when  he  argued  the  treaty  exempted  himself  and 
his  building  from  a municipal  building  code.  The  Second  Circuit  Court, 
however,  found  that  since  the  Senecas  had  already  leased  the  land  to  the 
city,  an  ordinance  would  not  violate  the  treaty's  guarantee  of  "free  use 
and  enjoyment"  since  they  had  already  voluntarily  surrendered  some  of 
their  rights  by  signing  a lease.  They  didn't  address  the  history  of  the 
lease  (it  was  coerced)  or  the  broad  intent  of  the  treaty,  but  rather 
confined  themselves  to  a narrow  reading  of  its  guarantees.  Dohn  lost,  and 
behind  the  wording  of  the  courts  we  find  little  which  would  protect  sales 
of  gasoline  or  cigarettes  to  non-Indians,  and  nothing  which  would  protect 
non-Indian  wholesalers  from  this  tax. 

The  1842  Treaty 

The  Treaty  of  1842  has  been  called  the  Compromise  Treaty  because  it 
followed  and  partly  corrected  fraud  and  other  abuses  suffered  by  the  Six 
Nations  in  the  Fraudulent  Treaty  of  1838.  In  1838  a treaty  was  signed 


which  ceded  four  Seneca  territories:  Tonawanda  Creek,  Buffalo  Creek, 
Cattaraugus,  and  Allegheny,  and  planned  a removal  of  the  Seneca  people  to 
Indian  territory  in  what  is  now  Oklahoma  and  Kansas.  The  Quakers,  among 
others,  mounted  a campaign  to  reverse  this  treaty  because  people  were 
bribed,  some  signatures  forged,  and  the  treaty  legally  invalid.  The  treaty 
was  so  fraudulent  that  even  the  U.S.  Congress,  engaged  at  that  moment  in  a 
murderous  land  thieving  assault  against  Indian  nations  from  Florida  to 
Texas,  agreed  an  injustice  was  being  done  and  sent  negotiators  to  arrange 
for  a new  treaty.  Usually  when  someone  swindles  someone  else  and  is 
caught,  they  go  to  jail  and  the  victim  gets  their  property  back,  unless 
they  are  Indians  in  the  United  States  in  the  1840s.  In  the  end  the  Seneca 
had  two  of  their  four  territories  returned.  Congress  failed  to  return  the 
Tonawanda  territory  to  the  Seneca  Nation,  the  Tonawanda  Senecas  refused  to 
leave  their  homes,  and  the  Seneca  Nation  turned  their  backs  on  them, 
leaving  them  to  struggle  by  themselves  until  they  could  gain  title  to 
their  territory  following  the  Civil  War. 

During  the  years  between  1838  and  1842,  Cattaraugus  County  moved 
aggressively  to  collect  taxes  for  roads  and  bridges  on  properties  on  the 
Allegheny  reservation.  When  Indians  failed  to  pay  these  taxes,  the  State 
initiated  forfeiture  proceedings,  and  the  Allegheny  territory  was  almost 
lost.  When  negotiators  convened  the  discussions  around  the  Compromise 
Treaty  of  1842,  Senecas  immediately  insisted  something  be  done  to  deny 
the  State  the  power  to  condemn  their  lands  for  non-payment  of  taxes. 
Provisions  were  included  in  the  treaty: 

"The  parties  to  this  compact  mutually  agree  to  solicit  the  influence 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  protect  such  of  the  lands  of 
the  Seneca  Indians,  within  the  State  of  New  York,  as  may  from  time  to 
time  remain  in  their  possession  from  all  taxes,  and  assessments  for 
roads,  highways,  or  any  other  purposes  until  such  lands  shall  be  sold 
and  conveyed  by  the  said  Indians,  and  their  possession  thereof  shall 
have  been  relinquished  by  them." 

Many  Seneca  rely  on  this  wording  to  argue  that  this  is  a guarantee  against 
any  form  of  taxation  on  Seneca  country.  The  issue  is,  of  course,  moot  in 
light  of  the  strategy  of  the  State.  The  State  is  not  trying  to  collect 
taxes  on  Seneca  country.  It  states  it  is  collecting  taxes  from  non-Indian 
wholesalers.  Were  the  Seneca  Nation  to  sue  the  State,  the  State  will 
invoke  the  argument  that  it  has  a right  to  collect  taxes  on  retail 
transactions  involving  motor  fuels  and  tobacco  products  sold  to  non- 
Indians  and,  if  the  history  of  these  court  decisions  is  any  guide,  the 
courts  will  agree.  There  are  no  treaty  rights  which  protect  the  non-Indian 
customer  from  State  taxation,  and  no  viable  strategies  to  invoke  such  a 
right  as  an  Indian  right. 

The  proposed  tax  agreement 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  left  one  route  open  to  Indian  nations  on  the  issue 
of  taxation  of  non-Indian  transactions.  In  the  Oklahoma  case,  the  Court 
ruled  that  a state  and  an  Indian  nation  may  enter  into  an  agreement  on  the 
issue  of  taxes.  The  other  route,  presumably,  is  that  a state  legislature 
might  create  a statute  exempting  such  transactions  within  their 
jurisdiction,  but  it  is  not  clear  the  courts  would  find  this  acceptable  - 
and  such  a statute  would  surely  be  subjected  to  the  equal  protection 
clause  in  the  U.S.  Constitution.  In  light  of  the  history  of  the  struggles 
in  the  federal  courts  between  states  and  Indian  nations  over  the  issue  of 
taxation  of  non-Indians  on  sales  in  the  Indian  country,  a tax  agreement 
appears  the  only  practical  way  for  an  Indian  nation  to  avoid  collection  of 
state  taxes  on  sales  to  non-Indians. 

New  York  State  almost  negotiated  a tax  agreement  with  Indian  nations 
The  proposed  tax  agreement  negotiated  between  Governor  Pataki's 
representatives  and  the  traditional  governments  of  the  Haudenosaunee,  or 
Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy,  would  have  been  the  best  deal  for  Indian 
nations  thus  far  negotiated  anywhere  in  the  United  States.  Unlike  other 
compacts  between  Indians  and  states  regarding  tobacco  products  sales  to 
non-Indians,  the  proposed  agreement  provided  no  taxes  collected  by  the 


State  for  such  sales. 

This  agreement  would  have  acknowledged  that  Indian  governments  would  have 
been  the  primary  agents  of  interest  in  Indian  country.  It  would  have 
provided  that  the  state  would  recognize  the  Indian  nation's  power  (and 
not  the  State's)  to  license  businesses  and  people  who  do  business  in  the 
Indian  territory,  and  it  acknowledged  the  sovereign  power  of  the  Indian 
nations  to  bear  the  stamps  of  those  nations.  The  draft  of  the  agreement 
held  that  all  unstamped  cigarettes  would  be  considered  by  both  parties  to 
be  contraband  and  the  State  clearly  intended  to  seize  cigarettes  and 
gasoline  determined  to  be  contraband  en  route  to  the  Indian  territories. 

The  Haudenosaunee  governments,  under  this  agreement,  would  have  been  in 
charge  of  the  tobacco  products  and  would  have  been,  in  effect,  the 
wholesalers.  This  means  that  one  of  the  primary  beneficiaries  of  the 
tobacco  trade,  the  non-u  Indian  wholesaler,  would  have  made  no  money  in 
this  environment.  The  other  major  non-Indians  impacted  by  the  agreement 
were  the  cadre  of  lawyers  who  have  previously  collected  millions  of 
dollars  constructing  a delaying  action  in  a losing  cause  which  produced 
nothing  for  the  average  Indian.  The  Haudenosaunee  governments  would  have 
reaped  significant  profits  for  the  benefit  of  its  members.  The  non-n 
Indian  wholesalers  and  lawyers  would  have  lost  out. 

The  Haudenosaunee  agreed  to  share  information  with  the  State  concerning 
the  licensing  of  people  in  their  territories  who  are  in  this  business. 

This  provision  has  been  compared  to  giving  the  State  power  to  regulate, 
but  there  was  no  provision  here  for  the  State  to  control  licensing  or  to 
enter  the  territories  and  enforce  regulations.  Without  the  power  of 
enforcement  there  was  no  meaningful  State  regulation.  It  was  simply  an 
agreement  that  the  Indian  nations  will  provide  information  which  will  be 
enable  the  State  to  view  how  the  agreement  is  working.  On  the  issue  of 
enforcement,  this  section  was  silent. 

The  State  would  not  collect  any  taxes.  The  Indian  nations  agreed  they 
would  not  sell  motor  fuel  products,  a provision  included  because  the 
Haudenosaunee  did  not  seek  to  sell  such  products.  The  Indians  agreed  they 
would  not  engage  in  mail-order  or  other  off-territory  sales.  The 
Haudenosaunee  would  have  designed  their  own  stamps.  The  Haudenosaunee  and 
the  State  had  agreed  that  any  cigarettes  found  on  the  Haudenosaunee 
territories  which  do  not  have  their  stamp  can  be  considered  by  both 
parties  to  be  contraband. 

Contraband  or  "bootleg"  cigarettes  would  have  been  subject  to  seizure  or 
forfeiture,  but  seizure  by  whom  and  under  what  circumstances?  The  answer 
is  in  the  text  of  the  proposed  agreement:  "The  Haudenosaunee  shall  agree 
to  make  reasonable  good  faith  efforts  to  ensure  the  enforcement..."  What 
goes  on  within  the  Indian  country  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Haudenosaunee  governments.  In  Section  V-E  of  the  proposed  agreement  we 
find  the  State  was  to  inform  the  Haudenosaunee  governments  of  unlicensed 
operations  they  learn  about  on  Indian  country  and  will  give  this 
information  to  the  Haudenosaunee.  No  armed  invasion  by  State  police  was 
mentioned  or  contemplated. 

The  spirit  of  this  agreement  by  the  state  to  recognize  Haudenosaunee 
jurisdiction  continued  in  section  IV  - Compliance  Team.  The  State  had 
agreed  to  recognize  broad  powers  of  Indian  self-determination  and  to 
provide  cooperation  to  keep  the  Indian  tobacco  trade  alive  and  under 
control  of  Indian  governments.  In  exchange,  the  Indian  governments  had 
agreed  to  raise  their  prices  closer  to  but  not  equal  to  prices  charged 
by  off -territory  vendors  who  do  pay  State  taxes.  If  someone  broke  the 
agreement  and  sells  cigarettes  for  less  than  agreed  upon,  the  Indian 
government  is  informed  and  it  is  they  who  would  have  taken  action.  A 
possible  action  is  that  they  might  have  revoked  a license. 

The  only  viable  path  to  avoid  taxation  on  New  York  Indian  country  is  with 
a tax  agreement. 

Comparing  these  provisions  (and  omissions)  with  Supreme  Court  decisions, 
we  can  see  that  the  Interim  Agreement  acknowledged  Haudenosaunee 
jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  to  a degree  far  greater  than  that  envisioned 
by  the  Supreme  Court  and  much  greater  than  that  arrived  at  by  other  states 
and  Indian  nations.  The  history  of  these  court  battles,  it  will  be 


remembered,  is  that  individual  entrepreneurs  and  non-Indian  wholesalers 
banded  together,  hired  lawyers,  and  fought  for  Indian  rights  outside  the 
purview  of  the  nations.  They  lost,  and  they  were  not  parties  to  the  Interim 
Agreement,  nor  are  they  beneficiaries.  Individual  Indian  entrepreneurs, 
under  the  Agreement,  were  to  be  subject  to  the  Indian  governments,  and 
profits  from  the  tobacco  trade  would  have  passed  through  the  hands  of 
these  governments.  Under  the  Supreme  Court  decisions,  the  Indian 
governments  would  get  nothing,  the  Indian  entrepreneurs  would  get  nothing, 
the  cigarette  retailers  would  pay  full  state  sales  taxes,  the  average 
Indian  would  receive  no  benefits  of  any  kind  from  the  trade. 

The  Supreme  Court  left  a single  path  to  avoid  taxation  of  these  sales  in 
the  Indian  country.  The  states  are  allowed  to  make  agreements  with  the 
Indian  nations  concerning  taxes.  To  date,  this  has  proven  the  only 
practical  route  to  avoid  such  taxation. 

Pataki  announces  he  will  not  try  to  collect  taxes  on  Indian  country. 

Following  the  April  1 deadline,  state  police  seized  fuel  trucks  destined 
for  the  Indian  country  and  Indians  and  non-Indian  supporters  mounted  a 
series  of  highly  publicized  demonstrations  which  involved  blocking  major 
highways.  It  was,  in  the  public's  eye,  a tax  war  between  the  Indians  and 
the  Pataki  administration.  Non-Indians,  not  informed  about  how  the  courts 
have  limited  the  options  on  this  issue  and  not  aware  of  the  internal 
divisions  among  the  Indians  themselves,  supported  Indian  rights  against 
state  taxation. 

On  May  22,  Governor  Pataki  made  a surprise  announcement  that  he  would  no 
longer  try  to  collect  these  taxes  and  that  he  would  order  the  state  tax 
department  to  dismantle  regulations  requiring  collection.  The  headlines  in 
the  Buffalo  News  --  Indians  Win  Tax  War  --  were  seriously  flawed.  Governor 
Pataki  later  stated  that  even  if  the  courts  order  him  to  collect  the 
taxes,  he  would  refuse.  This  is  not,  however,  likely.  The  courts  are 
poised  to  order  that,  in  the  absence  of  an  agreement,  the  state  must 
collect  the  taxes.  If  the  governor  refuses  to  do  so,  the  courts  will  issue 
orders  directing  that  the  taxes  be  collected.  Pataki  will,  in  the  end, 
obey  the  courts.  The  state  troopers  could  be  seizing  trucks  and 
demonstrations  could  be  mounted  on  the  reservations  in  the  future. 

Under  the  terms  of  this  now-defunct  Agreement,  Indian  governments  would 
have  enforced  their  own  regulations  on  their  territories.  Governor  Pataki, 
in  abandoning  the  proposed  agreement,  has  sought  to  turn  the  problem  over 
to  the  N.Y.  Legislature,  but  early  reports  from  members  of  that  body 
indicate  they  are  unlikely  to  pass  a bill  exempting  Indians  from  paying 
these  taxes.  The  courts  have  been  issuing  statements  which  strongly 
suggest  they  would  find  such  a law  unconstitutional  and  would  strike  it 
down.  No  such  law  will  ever  be  passed,  however,  because  the  Legislature 
would  first  hold  hearings. 

In  1990  the  same  Legislature  held  hearings  into  the  deaths  of  two  Mohawk 
men  in  gunfire  which  erupted  over  the  issue  of  individually-owned 
commercial  gambling  casinos  there.  The  testimony  taken  at  that  time 
uncovered  a heavily  armed  Mohawk  Warrior  Society  which  had  terrorized  the 
community.  This  story  is  immortalized  in  Bruce  lohannsen's  _Life  and  Death 
in  Mohawk  Country. _ The  Warrior  Society  was  publicly  reviled  by  a 
committee  of  the  state  Assembly  which  heard  testimony  of  dozens  of 
Akwesasne  residents  who  had  been  subjected  to  assaults,  attempted  murders 
and  other  crimes  intended  to  promote  warrior  gambling  interests.  A number 
of  the  people  who  were  associated  with  the  Warrior  Society  in  1990  were 
arrested  and  have  served  as  spokespersons  for  the  recent  Indian  tax 
protests  at  Onondaga.  In  addition,  three  houses  owned  by  chiefs  or  their 
supporters  were  burned.  Further  hearings  will  uncover  a pattern  of  death 
threats  and  serious  coercion  directed  at  the  Confederacy  chiefs  who  were 
trying  to  reach  a tax  agreement  to  avoid  collection  of  state  taxes  on 
Iroquois  country. 

There  are  people  in  the  state  Assembly  who  will  remember  the  Warriors  of 
1990  and  the  burned  houses  of  the  spring  of  1997.  They  are  unlikely  to 
pass  a bill  exempting  the  warriors  or  their  allies  from  state  taxes.  This 
will  mean  the  courts  will  decide,  and  the  history  of  court  decisions 
strongly  suggests  that  more  efforts  to  collect  these  taxes  on  Iroquois 


country  lie  on  the  horizon.  The  confrontations  with  state  police  and  the 
blocked  highways  which  were  ostensibly  designed  to  protect  Indian  rights 
against  state  taxation  are  now  responsible  for  destroying  the  only  viable 
route  to  that  end. 

John  C.  Mohawk 
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Sovereignty:  Does  Today's  Tribal  Government  Truly  Represent  Traditional 
Native  Nations? 

I have  heard  the  elders  say  that  when  terms  of  the  treaties  were 
deliberated  the  smoke  from  the  pipe  carried  that  agreement  to  the  Creator 
binding  it  forever.  An  agreement  can  be  written  in  stone,  stone  can  be 
chipped  away,  but  the  smoke  from  the  sacred  pipe  signified  to  the  First 
Nation  peoples  that  the  treaties  could  not  be  undone. 

Ernest  Benedict  Mohawk  Elder,  Akwesasne 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

What  is  Indian  sovereignty?  Academic  conventions  force  legal  scholars  to 
analyze  and  argue  Indian  sovereignty  within  the  framework  of  the  United 
States  law,  through  court  cases  and  statutes.  This  self-imposed  vacuum 
not  only  oppresses  the  expansion  of  Indian  sovereignty,  it  also 
perpetuates  racism.  A scholar  begins  his  research  looking  at  Chief 
Justice  Marshall's  decisions  in  the  "Cherokee  Cases"  as  the  origins  of 
tribal  sovereignty;  and,  "whatever  Indian  sovereignty  was  before  John 
Marshall  started  to  define  it  is  irrelevant."  Irrelevant  to  United  States 
law,  but  it  is  not  irrelevant  to  native  peoples. 

When  the  Europeans  landed  on  the  shores  of  North  America,  they  found 
native  peoples  who  had  highly  complex  forms  of  traditional  governments 
that  have  existed  since  time  immemorial.  Traditional  governments  such  as 
the  Iroquois  Nation,  Navajo  Nation,  and  Hopi  Nation,  have  existed  long 
before  John  Marshall's  foundational  opinions  concerning  Indian  sovereignty. 

These  traditional  forms  of  governments  will  continue  to  exist  whether  or 
not  they  are  recognized  by  the  federal  government  as  legitimate 
representatives  of  the  native  peoples.  As  the  Onondaga  Faithkeeper  for 
the  Haudenosaunee,  Oren  Lyons  recently  stated  during  the  Sovereignty 
Summit  in  Washington  (D.C.),  "One  major  evidence  of  sovereignty,  ...  is 
that  you  practice  it.  You  don't  ask  the  colonizer  to  recognize  it."  The 
traditional  native  nations,  not  tribal  governments,  which  are  white 
constructs  were  sovereign  before  being  judicially  defined  as  such  in  the 
early  1800' s this  can  be  seen  by  the  fact  that  treaties  with  Europe  and 


later  the  United  States  were  entered  into  with  the  native  peoples' 
traditional  governments. 

This  paper  will  attempt  to  take  a holistic  approach  in  that  it  will  look 
at  and  discuss  tribal  sovereignty  and  tribal  government  from  the 
parameters  of  legal  academia.  The  paper  will  then  examine  the  complex 
traditional  forms  of  government  of  the  Haudenosaunee  and  Hopi  peoples  in 
an  attempt  not  only  to  shed  light  on  these  ancient  forms  of  government  and 
the  wisdom  they  possess,  but  to  also  provoke  thought. 

The  paper  will  conclude  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  sovereignty  of 
the  native  peoples  to  be  recognized  not  only  when  it  is  convenient  for  the 
United  States  government  to  gain  peace,  lands,  water,  minerals,  etc.,  by 
treaties,  agreements,  or  statute;  but  to  recognize  the  traditional 
government's  sovereignty  because  they  are  truly  sovereign  nations. 

II.  TRIBAL  SOVEREIGNTY 

The  judicial  birth  of  tribal  sovereignty  developed  within  John  Marshall' 
Cherokee  Cases  and  set  the  framework  for  how  legal  scholars  interpret 
Indian  sovereignty  today.  The  Cherokee  Cases  when  read  together,  offer  a 
definition  of  Indian  sovereignty.  These  cases  also  offer  an  insight  to 
Marshall's  dilemma,  for  " he  realized  that,  whatever  Indians  were,  they 
were  not  part  of  the  body  politic  of  the  United  States,"  and  "they  were 
not  creations  nor  subjects  of  the  United  States."  As  a result,  Marshall 
"defined  Indian  sovereignty  not  so  much  by  what  it  is,  but  by  what  it  is 
not . " 

In  Johnson  v.  M'Intosh  the  Court  was  asked  to  decide  whether  a land 
conveyance  from  the  Piankeshaw  Indians  to  the  Plaintiff  was  valid  over  the 
Defendant's  grant  from  the  United  States.  Marshall  applied  the  doctrine  of 
discovery  to  legitimize  his  holding  that  Indians  have  a right  of  occupancy 
but  the  grant  of  title  to  the  land  lies  in  the  United  States  as  sovereigns 
As  Marshall  writes, "[the  Indians']  rights  to  complete  sovereignty,  as 
independent  nations,  were  necessarily  diminished,  and  their  power  to 
dispose  of  the  soil  at  their  own  will,  to  whomsoever  they  pleased,  was 
denied  by  the  original  fundamental  principle,  that  discovery  gave 
exclusive  title  to  those  who  made  it." 

From  a native  peoples'  perspective  one  must  question  how  a people  can 
come  to  an  inhabited  land  and  discover  it  and  impose  upon  the  inhabitants 
an  Europocentric  perspective  of  sovereignty,  John  Marshall's  concept  of 
sovereignty  seems  to  be  derived  from  the  European  concept  of  feudalism: 

Feudalism  was  not  only  a way  of  holding  property,  it  was  a complex  way 
of  marshaling  military  alliances.  A sovereign  was  a supreme  warlord,  an 
individual  to  whom  lesser  war  lords  owed  allegiance.  Fie  (the  sovereign) 
presided  over  a patchwork  of  military  dictatorships  under  which  lands  and 
peasants  were  merely  background  to  the  main  event:  the  military 
aristocracy.  Sovereignty,  in  the  early  centuries,  meant  absolute  power 
over  everyone  and  everything  within  the  'realm'. 

After  Johnson,  the  definition  of  Indian  sovereignty  is  that  Indians  have 
the  right  of  occupancy  to  their  lands,  which  they  have  held  since  time 
immemorial.  However,  they  could  not  sell  their  lands  to  others,  for  the 
United  States  through  the  doctrine  of  discovery  and  conquest  had  the 
exclusive  Title. 

In  Cherokee  Nation  v.  Georgia,  a motion  was  brought  on  behalf  of  the 
Cherokee  nation  to  enjoin  the  state  of  Georgia  from  enforcing  the  laws  of 
Georgia  within  Cherokee  territory.  John  Marshall  was  once  again  faced 
with  a dilemma.  The  issue  was  whether  the  Cherokee  nation  could  be 
considered  a foreign  nation  under  the  Constitution;  thereby,  giving  the 
court  jurisdiction  to  hear  the  case. 

Although  Marshall  recognized  that  the  "Indians  in  relation  to  the  United 
States  is  perhaps  unlike  any  other  two  people  in  existence,"  he  was 
compelled  to  analyzing  this  issue  by  applying  Europocentric  principles 
that  may  not  have  been  correct.  For  example,  Marshall  stated: 

They  [Indians]  look  to  our  government  for  protection;  rely  upon  its 
kindness  and  its  power;  appeal  to  it  for  relief  to  their  wants;  and 
address  the  president  as  their  great  father.  They  and  their  country  are 
considered  by  foreign  nations,  as  well  as  by  ourselves,  as  being  so 
completely  under  the  sovereignty  and  dominion  of  the  United  States,  that 


any  attempt  to  acquire  their  lands,  or  to  form  a political  connection 
[sic]  with  them  would  be  considered  by  all  as  an  invasion  of  our  territory 
and  an  act  of  hostility." 

However,  it  could  be  argued  that  the  Indian  nations  continued  to 
exercise  their  external  sovereignty  by  entering  into  treaties  with  foreign 
nations  even  after  the  imposition  of  discovery  and  the  formation  of  the 
United  States  claims  to  territorial  sovereignty.  For  example,  Spain 
entered  into  a treaty  of  Peace  and  Alliance  in  1793,  with  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  nations,  and  Spain  also  entered  into  a treaty  with  the  Cherokee, 
which  was  signed  at  Los  Nogales  in  October  of  1793. 

Whether  or  not  the  fact  that  the  Indian  nations  continued  to  exercise 
their  sovereignty  by  entering  treaties  would  have  changed  John  Marshall's 
analysis  in  Cherokee  Nation,  or  the  definition  of  Indian  sovereignty  as  it 
is  known  today,  might  never  be  known.  The  holding  in  Cherokee  Nation  is 
that  the  Cherokee  Nation  was  not  a foreign  state,  but  because  of  their 
geographical  location  within  the  United  States,  they  are  domestic 
dependent  nations  in  a state  of  pupilage  to  the  United  States. 

Worcester  v.  Georgia3  is  a very  important  case  within  Indian  law,  for  it 
reaffirms  and  defines  to  some  degree  the  internal4  sovereignty  of  the 
native  nations.  In  Worcester,  the  Court  held: 

The  Cherokee  nation,  then,  is  a distinct  community  occupying  its  own 
territory,  with  boundaries  accurately  described,  in  which  the  laws  of 
Georgia  can  have  no  force,  and  which  the  citizens  of  Georgia  have  no  right 
to  enter,  but  with  the  assent  of  the  Cherokees  themselves,  or  in 
conformity  with  treaties  and  with  the  acts  of  congress.  The  whole 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  this  nation,  is,  by  our 
constitution  and  laws,  vested  in  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

A.  John  Marshall  and  the  Cherokee  Cases 

The  judicial  birth  of  tribal  sovereignty  developed  within  John  Marshall' 
Cherokee  Cases  and  set  the  framework  for  how  legal  scholars  interpret 
Indian  sovereignty  today.  The  Cherokee  Cases  when  read  together,  offer  a 
definition  of  Indian  sovereignty.  These  cases  also  offer  an  insight  to 
Marshall's  dilemma,  for  " he  realized  that,  whatever  Indians  were,  they 
were  not  part  of  the  body  politic  of  the  United  States,"  and  "they  were 
not  creations  nor  subjects  of  the  United  States."  As  a result,  Marshall 
"defined  Indian  sovereignty  not  so  much  by  what  it  is,  but  by  what  it  is 
not . " 

In  Johnson  v.  M'Intosh  the  Court  was  asked  to  decide  whether  a land 
conveyance  from  the  Piankeshaw  Indians  to  the  Plaintiff  was  valid  over  the 
Defendant's  grant  from  the  United  States.  Marshall  applied  the  doctrine  of 
discovery  to  legitimize  his  holding  that  Indians  have  a right  of  occupancy 
but  the  grant  of  title  to  the  land  lies  in  the  United  States  as  sovereigns 

As  Marshall  writes, "[the  Indians']  rights  to  complete  sovereignty,  as 
independent  nations,  were  necessarily  diminished,  and  their  power  to 
dispose  of  the  soil  at  their  own  will,  to  whomsoever  they  pleased,  was 
denied  by  the  original  fundamental  principle,  that  discovery  gave 
exclusive  title  to  those  who  made  it." 

From  a native  peoples'  perspective  one  must  question  how  a people  can 
come  to  an  inhabited  land  and  discover  it  and  impose  upon  the  inhabitants 
an  Europocentric  perspective  of  sovereignty.  John  Marshall's  concept  of 
sovereignty  seems  to  be  derived  from  the  European  concept  of  feudalism: 

Feudalism  was  not  only  a way  of  holding  property,  it  was  a complex  way 
of  marshaling  military  alliances.  A sovereign  was  a supreme  warlord,  an 
individual  to  whom  lesser  war  lords  owed  allegiance.  He  (the  sovereign) 
presided  over  a patchwork  of  military  dictatorships  under  which  lands  and 
peasants  were  merely  background  to  the  main  event:  the  military 
aristocracy.  Sovereignty,  in  the  early  centuries,  meant  absolute  power 
over  everyone  and  everything  within  the  'realm'. 

After  Johnson,  the  definition  of  Indian  sovereignty  is  that  Indians  have 
the  right  of  occupancy  to  their  lands,  which  they  have  held  since  time 
immemorial.  However,  they  could  not  sell  their  lands  to  others,  for  the 
United  States  through  the  doctrine  of  discovery  and  conquest  had  the 
exclusive  Title. 

In  Cherokee  Nation  v.  Georgia,  a motion  was  brought  on  behalf  of  the 


Cherokee  nation  to  enjoin  the  state  of  Georgia  from  enforcing  the  laws  of 
Georgia  within  Cherokee  territory.  Dohn  Marshall  was  once  again  faced 
with  a dilemma.  The  issue  was  whether  the  Cherokee  nation  could  be 
considered  a foreign  nation  under  the  Constitution;  thereby,  giving  the 
court  jurisdiction  to  hear  the  case. 

Although  Marshall  recognized  that  the  "Indians  in  relation  to  the  United 
States  is  perhaps  unlike  any  other  two  people  in  existence,"  he  was 
compelled  to  analyzing  this  issue  by  applying  Europocentric  principles 
that  may  not  have  been  correct.  For  example,  Marshall  stated: 

They  [Indians]  look  to  our  government  for  protection;  rely  upon  its 
kindness  and  its  power;  appeal  to  it  for  relief  to  their  wants;  and 
address  the  president  as  their  great  father.  They  and  their  country  are 
considered  by  foreign  nations,  as  well  as  by  ourselves,  as  being  so 
completely  under  the  sovereignty  and  dominion  of  the  United  States,  that 
any  attempt  to  acquire  their  lands,  or  to  form  a political  connection 
[sic]  with  them  would  be  considered  by  all  as  an  invasion  of  our  territory 
and  an  act  of  hostility." 

However,  it  could  be  argued  that  the  Indian  nations  continued  to 
exercise  their  external  sovereignty  by  entering  into  treaties  with  foreign 
nations  even  after  the  imposition  of  discovery  and  the  formation  of  the 
United  States  claims  to  territorial  sovereignty.  For  example,  Spain 
entered  into  a treaty  of  Peace  and  Alliance  in  1793,  with  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  nations,  and  Spain  also  entered  into  a treaty  with  the  Cherokee, 
which  was  signed  at  Los  Nogales  in  October  of  1793. 

Whether  or  not  the  fact  that  the  Indian  nations  continued  to  exercise 
their  sovereignty  by  entering  treaties  would  have  changed  3ohn  Marshall's 
analysis  in  Cherokee  Nation,  or  the  definition  of  Indian  sovereignty  as  it 
is  known  today,  might  never  be  known.  The  holding  in  Cherokee  Nation  is 
that  the  Cherokee  Nation  was  not  a foreign  state,  but  because  of  their 
geographical  location  within  the  United  States,  they  are  domestic 
dependent  nations  in  a state  of  pupilage  to  the  United  States. 

Worcester  v.  Georgia3  is  a very  important  case  within  Indian  law,  for  it 
reaffirms  and  defines  to  some  degree  the  internal4  sovereignty  of  the 
native  nations.  In  Worcester,  the  Court  held: 

The  Cherokee  nation,  then,  is  a distinct  community  occupying  its  own 
territory,  with  boundaries  accurately  described,  in  which  the  laws  of 
Georgia  can  have  no  force,  and  which  the  citizens  of  Georgia  have  no  right 
to  enter,  but  with  the  assent  of  the  Cherokees  themselves,  or  in 
conformity  with  treaties  and  with  the  acts  of  congress.  The  whole 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  this  nation,  is,  by  our 
constitution  and  laws,  vested  in  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

V.  CONCLUSION 

This  paper  set  out  to  explore  whether  today's  tribal  government  truly 
represents  traditional  native  Nations  and  has  successfully  proven  that 
tribal  governments  do  not  represent  the  traditional  native  Nations.  It  is 
impossible  for  the  United  States  and  the  New  York  State's  artificially 
constructed  tribal  governments  to  contain  the  traditional  philosophy, 
ethics,  and  religious  ceremonies  of  the  traditional  peoples.  Although 
tribal  governments  claim  to  use  tribal  customary  law,  one  can  not  pick  and 
chose  parts  of  their  traditions,  for  the  traditional  way  is  not  just  the 
laws,  it  is  steeped  within  the  traditional  prayers  and  way  of  life;  and, 
therefore,  cannot  be  separated. 

In  other  words,  Worcester  articulated  that  state  law  has  no  jurisdiction 
in  Indian  country,  unless  the  consent  of  the  native  nation  is  given  or  the 
United  States  approved.  Therefore,  native  nations  retained  their  inherent 
sovereignty,  for  "Indian  nations  had  always  been  considered  as  distinct, 
independent  political  communities,  retaining  their  original  natural  rights 
as  the  undisputed  possessors  of  the  soil,  from  time  immemorial." 

The  Cherokee  cases  when  read  together,  offer  a judicial  foundation  for 
the  definition  of  Indian  sovereignty.  Marshall's  definition  is  that 
Indian's  have  retained  their  inherent  sovereignty.  Indian  nations  are 
distinct  political  societies  capable  of  managing  and  governing  their  own 
affairs;  therefore,  within  their  own  boundaries  they  have  exclusive 
authority,  with  one  exception  that  they  cannot  convey  title  to  the  land 


without  the  consent  of  the  United  States. 


B.  Refinements  and  Limitation  On  Tribal  Sovereignty 

In  the  twentieth  century,  John  Marshall's  basic  framework  defining  tribal 
sovereignty  was  reaffirmed,  refined,  and  underwent  various  limitations. 

The  nineteenth  century  left  the  Court  with  two  conflicting  views  of  tribal 
sovereignty.  The  Worcester  line  of  cases  promoted  tribal  sovereignty, 
while  the  Kagama  line  of  cases  shows  the  federal  government  to  appear  to 
have  unlimited  power.  These  cases  are  important  in  order  to  get  a 
complete  understanding  of  today's  tribal  sovereignty. 

1.  Worcester  Line  of  Cases 

The  Worcester  line  of  cases  is  represented  by  such  early  cases  as  Talton, 
Crow  Dog,  and  Wheeler.  The  court  in  Talton,  upheld  that  the  Cherokee 
Nation's  criminal  courts  were  not  United  States  courts,  and;  therefore, 
they  were  not  required  to  have  a Fifth  Amendment  grand  jury  proceeding. 
Talton,  is  an  important  case,  for  it  acknowledges  and  reaffirms  the  native 
peoples  inherent  sovereignty  to  the  right  of  self-government.  The  Court 
expounded,  "the  powers  of  local  self-government  enjoyed  by  the  Cherokee 
Nation  existed  prior  to  the  Constitution,  they  are  not  operated  upon  by 
the  Fifth  Amendment,  which  as  we  have  said,  had  for  its  sole  object  to 
control  the  powers  conferred  by  the  Constitution  of  the  National 
Government . " 

In  Crow  Dog,  Crow  Dog  a Brule  Sioux  medicine  man  killed  Spotted  Tail  in 
1882  within  Indian  country.  Sioux  custom  was  observed  by  Crow  Dog,  for 
Spotted  Tail's  family  was  given  a traditional  compensation,  which  mandated 
that  Crow  Dog  was  now  responsible  for  the  care  and  protection  of  the  dead 
chief's  family.  The  federal  attorney  was  disgusted  by  the  native  peoples' 
way  of  remedying  the  death  of  Spotted  Tail,  for  he  thought  it  was 
outrageous,  and;  therefore,  charged  Crow  Dog  with  murder.  However,  the 
Supreme  Court  affirmed  the  tribe's  sovereignty  by  holding  that  the  Sioux, 
preserved  by  treaty,  their  right  to  punish  tribal  members  who  committed 
serious  crimes. 

However,  in  1885,  Congress  in  reaction  to  the  Crow  Dog  case  enacted  the 
Indian  Major  Crimes  Act  This  act  had  the  effect  of  imposing  a limit  upon 
tribal  sovereignty  in  that  the  act  made  it  a federal  crime  when  one  Indian 
killed  another  within  Indian  country;  thus,  infringing  upon  a part  of  the 
tribe's  criminal  jurisdiction.  The  Major  Crimes  Act  has  undergone  a 
variety  of  amendments.  It  originally  applied  to  seven  crimes,  and  the  Act 
now  applies  to  thirteen  criminal  offenses.  Although  the  Major  Crimes  Act 
did  not  fully  erode  traditional  sovereignty,  it  along  with  the  federal 
policy  of  Allotment  and  Assimilation  hastened  and  disrupted  many 
traditional  peoples'  cohesiveness  as  a community  causing  their  ceremonial 
religious  ways  to  become  jeopardized. 

In  1978  during  the  federal  policy  of  self-determination,  Wheeler 
affirmed  Marshall's  concept  of  inherent  tribal  sovereignty.  The  Supreme 
Court  held  in  Wheeler  that,  "Indian  tribes  possessed  those  aspects  of 
sovereignty  not  withdrawn  by  treaty,  statute,  or  by  implication  as  a 
necessary  result  of  their  dependent  status."  The  Court  when  analyzing  the 
implication  of  the  tribes  dependent  status  stated: 

[T]he  sovereign  power  of  a tribe  to  prosecute  its  members  for  tribal 
offenses  clearly  does  not  fall  within  that  part  of  sovereignty  which  the 
Indians  implicitly  lost  by  virtue  of  their  dependent  status.  The  areas  in 
which  such  implicit  divestiture  of  sovereignty  has  been  held  to  have 
occurred  are  those  involving  the  relations  between  an  Indian  tribe  and 
non-member  of  the  tribe.  ...  These  limitations  rest  on  the  fact  that  the 
dependent  status  of  Indian  tribes  within  our  territory  jurisdiction  is 
necessarily  inconsistent  with  their  freedom  independently  to  determine 
their  external  relations.  But  the  powers  of  self-government,  including 
the  power  to  prescribe  and  enforce  internal  criminal  laws  are  of  a 
different  type. 

Therefore,  Wheeler  reasserted  Marshall's  vision  of  inherent  tribal 
sovereignty  by  stating  that  the  right  to  punish  tribal  members  is  part  of 
the  tribes'  retained  sovereignty  and  not  a power  given  to  them  by  the 
federal  government. 


The  keystone  concept  that  the  Worcester  line  of  cases  offers  to  the 
definition  of  tribal  sovereignty  is  that  the  tribes  retained  their 
inherent  sovereignty,  which  implies  that  native  nations  were,  and  continue 
to  be  sovereign  in  their  internal  affairs  of  self  government.  This  is  an 
inherent  sovereignty  that  native  peoples  possessed  long  before  the 
Europeans  arrived  in  North  America. 

However,  there  are  other  sets  of  cases  that  have  interpreted  Marshall's 
vision  of  tribal  sovereignty  quite  differently  and  have  led  to  much 
conflict  and  confusion  for  all  the  parties  involved.  These  cases  will  be 
examined  next. 
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From  1921  to  1934,  reflects  historical  views  of  events,  activity  and 
attitudes  in  which  86  years  later  there  seems  to  be  little  change,  only  in 
this  time  period,  concerns  and  interest  vary,  but  the  promise  of 
eradicating  the  culture  and  belief's  of  the  Native  American  Indian 
continues  on. 

Factual  respects  as,  "Administrative  control  of  Indian  life  recognized 
no  right  of  religious  freedom;  and,  "Administrators  who  identified 
civilization  with  a particular  sect  infringed  the  religious  liberty  of  the 
Indian  and  interfered,  on  the  ground  of  immorality,  with  many  dances  and 
other  cherished  customs  of  some  of  the  tribes." 

Then  it  was  discovered  that,  "The  great  Administrative  power  of  the 
Indian  Bureau  was  sometimes  abused  or  misdirected.  One  of  the  objectives 
of  Indian  Service  policy,  for  many  years  was  the  segregation  of  Indians. 

The  location  of  those  settlements  was  charged  as  the  whiteman  moved 
westward . " 

In  1921,  the  Office  of  Indian  Affairs  made  it  very  clear  of  its  intent 
to  then  eradicate  the  Religious  Freedoms  and  Rights  of  the  Sovereign 
Nations  of  the  Native  American  Indian,  when  it  sent  out  Circular  No. 1665 
on  April  26,  1921  which  read  in  part;  "The  Sun  Dance,  and  all  other 
similar  dances  and  so  called  Religious  ceremonies  are  considered  "Indian 
Offenses"  under  existing  regulations  and  corrective  penalties  are  provided. 
I regard  such  restrictions  as  applicable  to  any  [religious]  dance  which 
involves,  the  reckless  giving  away  of  property,  frequent  or  prolonged 
periods  of  celebration,  in  fact  any  disorderly  or  plainly  excessive 
performance  that  promotes  superstitious  cruelty,  licentiousness,  idleness, 
danger  to  health,  and  shiftless  indifference  in  family  welfares." 

Historically,  these  acts  and  attitudes  are  not  but  80  some  years  old  and 
despite  the  1978  American  Indian  Free  Exercise  of  Religion  Resolution, 
little  change  seems  apparent,  although  in  some  manner,  descendants  of  the 
Sovereign  Nations,  some,  are  in  fact  trying  to  preserve  and  protect  their 
values  and  in  a manner  consistent  with  those  ancient  customs  and  belief's 
handed  down  to  them  by  their  ancestors. 

Hollywood  has  done  an  injustice,  there's  no  question  about  that,  for 
many  a film  has  displayed  the  Indian,  his  culture  and  even  his  belief  in  a 
manner  that  has  promoted  much  of  the  New  Age  activity  today. 

Writer's,  Fiction  and  Non-Fiction,  are  just  as  guilty  of  painting  a 
distorted  picture  of  the  culture  and  belief's,  only  at  times  such  are  the 
facts  that  are  elaborated  on,  that  often  a reader  will  question  the 
authenticity  while  some  will  accept  such  respects  as  to  being  gospel, 
however,  writer's,  both  Indian  and  non-Indian  have  in  fact  tried  to 
promote  an  avenue  of  justice  to  where  some  manner  of  truthful  historical 
regards  are  indeed  exposed. 

I think  there  is  some  relevance  in  understanding,  that  some  Native 
American  Indians  regard  the  historical  past  as  a tool  that  can  be  utilized 
to  reshape  the  culture  and  belief's  back  to  its  original  form,  without 
European  Theologies,  without  a European  educational  form  and  most 


certainly  without  the  help  of  the  New  Age. 

80  years  ago,  the  U.S.  Government  and  American  Society  were  in  fact 
trying  their  very  best  to  fully  eradicate  the  culture  and  belief's  of  the 
Sovereign  Nations,  and  the  process  of  assimilation  is  still  a very 
relevant  factor  today  and  New  Age  is  a tool  being  used,  as  are  the  many 
different  Theologies  and  various  forms  of  educations. 

In  my  own  opinion,  which  is  not  one  of  higher  education,  but  one  of 
trying  to  express,  mainly  to  myself,  that  as  time  goes  on,  that  hopefully 
there  will  come  an  understanding,  that  as  a writer,  I and  others,  will  be 
able  to  utilize  thoughts  to  present  to  readers,  that  the  culture  and 
belief's,  do  need  to  be  contained,  but  in  their  original  form  and  it  must 
be  done  first  through  allowing  the  Sovereign  Nation  to  carry  through  the 
holding  of  these  ceremonies,  without  outside  regards,  without  having  non- 
Indians  come  in  and  tell  us  how  wrong  we  are,  when  in  fact  some  us  have  an 
understanding  deep  inside  that  tells  us,  at  one  time  these  things  we 
relate  to  as  culture  and  belief's,  in  fact  were  a power  and  a strength 
that  worked  for  our  ancestor's  thousand  of  years. 

Like  writing  is  an  art  to  many,  like  is  the  culture  and  belief's  of  the 
Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Native  American  Indian,  in  that  it's  presence  is 
a reality  and  within  our  hearts  lies  a truth  that  expresses  only  a plea, 
of  please,  let  us  have  some  time,  to  gain  a foothold  of  it,  so  that  we  can 
put  it  in  it's  proper  place  as  it  once  was,  for  within  it  there  lies  a 
matter  of  discipline  that  can  shape  the  understanding  of  human  value. 

Thank  you. 
by, 

Larry  Kibby,  E-Mail  - kibbey@sierra.net 
http : //www. geocities . com/CapitolHi 11/ Lobby/ 3786 

"RE : Abolish  the  BIA?"  

Date:  Sun,  03  Aug  1997  06:31:01  -0500 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@galaxy.galstar.com> 

Sub j : TIME  TO  ABOLISH  THE  BUREAU? 

Gary, 

Oh-see-yoh — I am  forwarding  this  article  to  you.. it  pertains  not  only 
to  our  people  but  to  all  American  Indian  Nations . .your  newsletter 
reaches  many  of  them,  and  we  thought  you  might  print  it.. it  is  already 

in  D.C.  on  the  desks  of  many  Senators 

wah-doh 

Marvin 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Dario  F Robertson"  <dario@tidepool . com> 

TIME  TO  ABOLISH  THE  BUREAU? 

Proposed  Legislative  Response  to  BIA  Abuses  at  CNO 
by  Dario  F.  Robertson,  Legal  Correspondent 
Cherokee  Observer 

For  far  too  long,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  has  operated  like  a 
law  unto  itself  in  Indian  country. 

As  the  vast  majority  of  tribal  governments  know  from  painful  first-hand 
experience,  the  BIA  routinely  operates  as  if  it  is  above  the  law,  as  if  it 
is  not  required  to  respect  the  basic  constitutional  liberties  of  Native 
Americans,  as  if  the  right  of  tribal  self-government  existed  at  the  whim  of 
BIA  bureaucrats.  There  is  no  more  telling  example  of  the  BIA's  abuse  of 
power  than  its  reckless  and  illegal  intervention  into  the  internal 
political  affairs  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  (CNO)  in  support  of 
Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd.  The  BIA  is  clearly  out  of  control  in  Oklahoma. 
The  solution  does  not  lie  in  the  courts.  Responsibility  for  stopping  the 
BIA's  abuse  of  power  rests  with  Congress  and  with  every  Indian  in  the 
United  States  who  has  finally  had  enough  of  the  BIA. 

The  BIA's  patently  illegal  intervention  into  CNO  internal  political 
affairs  warrants  an  immediate  congressional  investigation  of  the  BIA's 
abuse  of  power  in  Oklahoma.  Congressional  hearings  should  be  convened  both 
in  Washington,  D.C.  and  on  reservations  across  Oklahoma  to  give  Indian 


people  a chance  to  tell  their  elected  representatives  what  is  happening  to 
them. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  has  outlived  any  usefulness  it  ever  had  for 
American  Indians.  It  is  a gross  anachronism  in  an  era  of  tribal 
self-determination.  Most  critics  of  the  BIA  and  a rapidly  increasing 
number  of  Indians  across  the  country  are  now  calling  for  the  outright 
abolition  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  because  its  culture  of  corruption 
and  institutional  incompetence  runs  so  deep  that  any  attempt  at  reform 
would  be  futile. 

Until  the  BIA  is  formally  abolished,  however,  there  are  a number  of 
desperately  needed  interim  legislative  reforms  that  Congress  can  adopt  to 
help  stem  the  tide  of  BIA  abuses,  such  as  those  now  making  national  news  in 
Oklahoma . 

Due  Process  Legislation  Defining  Standards  for  BIA  Intervention  in 
Internal  Tribal  Disputes 

As  the  BIA's  recent  intervention  into  internal  CNO  affairs  vividly 
illustrates,  there  are  no  existing  regulations  or  statutory  standards 
defining  the  appropriate  procedures  that  the  BIA  must  follow  when  deciding 
to  intervene  in  an  internal  tribal  dispute.  At  present,  the  BIA  regularly 
makes  such  decisions  in  secret,  on  a completely  ad  hoc  basis,  without 
notice  to  any  adversely  affected  parties  and  without  any  kind  of  public 
hearing  whatsoever.  This  process  of  decision,  even  when  made  pursuant  to 
BIA  regulations,  typically  violates  the  constitutionally  protected  due 
process  rights  of  adversely  affected  tribal  members,  often  without 
effective  judicial  recourse.  In  the  usual  case,  the  BIA  engages  in  no 
formal  fact-finding  process  and  merely  accepts  some  favored  tribal  leader's 
version  of  events  without  any  corroboration. 

When  a tribal  government  possesses  a judiciary  with  jurisdiction  to 
resolve  an  internal  political  dispute,  the  BIA  is  without  any  jurisdiction 
to  intervene.  In  the  leading  case  of  Wheeler  v.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs, 
the  Tenth  Circuit  held  that  "when  a tribal  forum  exists  for  resolving  a 
tribal  election  dispute,  the  [Interior]  Department  must  respect  the  tribe's 
right  to  self-government  and,  thus,  has  no  authority  to  interfere."  When 
the  BIA  must  intervene  as  may  be  required  on  rare  occasion  by  statute  or 
tribal  law,  it  must  act  "so  as  to  avoid  any  unnecessary  interference  with  a 
tribe's  right  to  self-government"  and  in  "a  manner  which  is  least 
disruptive  of  tribal  sovereignty  and  self-determination." 

As  a matter  of  basic  due  process  of  law  under  the  Fifth  Amendment  of  the 
U.S.  Constitution,  the  BIA  should,  when  required  to  intervene  in  an 
internal  tribal  dispute,  afford  all  affected  parties  prior  notice  and  a 
hearing  in  light  of  the  very  weighty  liberty  and  property  interests  at 
stake  in  any  such  decision  to  intervene.  Congress  has  already  provided  by 
statute  that  the  BIA  may  not,  in  the  absence  of  an  "immediate  threat  to 
safety,"  rescind  a funding  contract  with  an  Indian  tribe  without  providing 
prior  "notice  and  a hearing"  and,  even  when  an  "immediate  threat  to  safety" 
exists,  the  BIA  must  provide  a hearing  within  ten  days  of  rescinding  a 
funding  contract  on  an  emergency  basis. 

It  would  seem  highly  anomalous  that  Congress  would  legislate  such  strict 
due  process  standards  for  any  BIA  decision  to  rescind  a funding  contract, 
but  leave  the  BIA  free  to  intervene  in  internal  tribal  political  disputes 
at  the  whim  of  BIA  bureaucrats.  Clearly,  any  BIA  decision  to  intervene  in 
an  internal  tribal  dispute  has  just  as  much  or  more  impact  on  the  right  of 
tribal  self-government  as  a contract  rescission  decision.  Nearly  20  years 
ago,  Alvin  I.  Ziontz,  a leading  practitioner  of  federal  Indian  law, 
objected  to  the  BIA's  departure  from  due  process  standards  in  rendering 
tribal  recognition  decisions  and  called  on  the  Interior  Department 
Secretary  to  "afford  tribal  institutions  and  officers  the  same  measure  of 
due  process  heretofore  afforded  tribal  governments  by  federal  courts.  At 
the  very  least,  the  Secretary  should  promulgate  clear  standards  for 
administrative  intervention  and  insure  that  all  parties  be  afforded  notice 
and  the  opportunity  to  be  heard."  No  such  standards  for  BIA  intervention 
currently  exist,  allowing  BIA  officials  to  make  totally  unprincipled,  ad 
hoc  intervention  decisions  on  whatever  basis  they  deem  appropriate  without 
prior  notice  or  a hearing. 


Congress  should  enact  new  legislation  which  affirmatively  requires  the  BIA 
to  (1)  give  all  affected  parties  prior  notice  of  an  intent  to  intervene  in 
an  internal  tribal  political  dispute,  (2)  allow  any  affected  party  to 
request  the  disqualification  of  the  BIA  decision  maker  charged  with  the 
responsibility  of  making  the  decision  to  intervene,  (3)  give  all  affected 
parties  a formal  initial  hearing  on  the  record  before  an  impartial  hearing 
officer  under  the  Administrative  Procedure  Act,  (4)  allow  any  adversely 
affected  party  to  appeal  any  initial  decision  to  an  administrative  law 
judge,  rather  than  to  any  political  appointee  or  lay  bureaucrat  within  the 
Interior  Department  such  as  the  Assistant  Secretary  Indian  Affairs,  and 
(5)  provide  for  immediate  federal  court  jurisdiction  in  the  event  that  the 
constitutional  rights  of  any  affected  party  are  threatened  with  irreparable 
injury,  thereby  relieving  any  such  party  of  any  obligation  to  exhaust 
administrative  remedies  prior  to  seeking  federal  court  relief. 

Although  BIA  decisions  to  intervene  in  internal  tribal  political  disputes 
may  be  appealed  under  Interior  Department  administrative  regulations,  those 
regulations  are  constitutionally  deficient  because  they  do  not  mandate 
prior  notice  or  an  initial  hearing,  nor  do  they  even  require  any 
post-intervention  hearing  at  all.  Escape  clauses  allow  the  Assistant 
Secretary  - Indian  Affairs  to  preempt  any  appeal  and  prevent  it  from 
reaching  an  impartial  administrative  tribunal.  Any  appeal  is  subject  to 
indefinite  delay  at  the  whim  of  the  Assistant  Secretary.  The  appeal 
regulations  are,  in  short,  a Kafkaesque  nightmare  of  unnecessary  procedural 
complexity  with  no  guarantee  that  an  appeal  will  ever  be  heard  on  the 
record  before  an  impartial  decision  maker.  They  are  plainly 
unconstitutional  under  the  Due  Process  Clause  of  the  Fifth  Amendment  of  the 
U.S.  Constitution.  [Please  see  the  flowchart  of  the  Interior  Department's 
incoherent  administrative  appeal  process  appended  to  this  article.] 

Congress  needs  to  act  now  to  protect  the  due  process  rights  of  Native 
Americans  across  the  country  from  arbitrary  BIA  intervention  decisions  by 
enacting  new  legislation  mandating  fair  procedures  consistent  with  the 
constitutional  requirements  of  due  process  of  law. 

Federal  Funding  for  Tribal  Dispute  Resolution  Systems 

In  recent  years,  leadership  disputes  have  plagued  tribal  government  across 
the  country.  They  frequently  result  in  the  effective  paralysis  of  the 
afflicted  tribal  government  and  may  even  lead  to  violent  confrontation. 

The  lack  of  strong,  independent  tribal  justice  systems  in  most  tribes  makes 
resolution  of  these  disputes  especially  difficult.  Where  tribal  justice 
systems  exist,  they  often  have  extremely  limited  powers  and  may  be 
overridden  by  a recalcitrant  tribal  council,  as  has  so  clearly  transpired 
at  CNO  under  the  Byrd  administration. 

Tribes  across  the  country  are  in  desperate  need  of  more  federal  funding 
for  tribal  dispute  resolution  systems.  Great  care  should  be  taken  in 
planning  such  systems  because  the  reflexive  adoption  of  a court  system 
modeled  after  the  state  or  federal  paradigm  is  likely  to  prove  highly 
ineffective  and  may  be  perceived  by  many  Native  Americans  as  illegitimate. 
Adversarial  dispute  resolution  processes  such  as  those  which  occur  in  state 
and  federal  courts  are  often  alien  to  the  culture,  values  and  traditions  of 
many  tribes.  Adversarial  processes  in  the  American  system  make  conflict 
public  and  tend  to  entrench  adversaries,  while  giving  lawyers  an  extremely 
influential  role  in  controlling  the  course  of  the  adversarial  proceedings. 

Rather  than  reflexively  adopt  a state  or  federal  judicial  model,  tribes 
should  experiment  with  alternative  dispute  resolution  (ADR)  methods,  while 
drawing  on  their  rich  traditions.  This  will  result  in  a more  informal, 
less  threatening  tribal  dispute  resolution  process.  Once  such  a tribal  or 
intertribal  system  is  in  place,  the  BIA's  jurisdiction  to  intervene  in 
internal  tribal  disputes  will  terminate  and  the  BIA  will  be  bound  by  the 
result  reached  by  internal  tribal  dispute  resolution  processes. 

Congress  must  allocate  the  funds  promised  the  tribes  in  the  Indian  Tribal 
Justice  Act  of  1993  (IT3A),  which  authorized  $50  million  "for  each  of  the 
fiscal  years  1994,  1995,  1996,  1997,  1998,  1999,  and  2000"  in  funding  for 
tribal  justice  systems.  Although  $50  million  per  year  has  been  authorized, 
the  BIA  has  been  allocating  only  about  $12  to  $15  million  per  year  for 
tribal  justice  systems  since  the  passage  of  IT3A.  For  example.  Professors 


Goldberg-Ambrose  and  Champagne  report  that  "[a]s  of  1995,  the  BIA  was 
allocating  $80,440,000  per  year  for  tribal  law  enforcement  and  another 
$14,102,000  for  Indian  judicial  services." 

Congress  and  the  BIA  must  allocate  at  least  $50  million  per  year 
nationwide  for  both  intertribal  justice  and  alternative  dispute  resolution 
systems  if  tribes  hope  to  develop  viable  tribal  governments  after  decades 
of  BIA  intervention  and  abuse. 

No  system  of  government  can  be  expected  to  function  effectively  without  an 
institutional  means  of  dispute  resolution  or  a forum  in  which  to  enforce 
its  laws,  yet  many  tribal  organizations  across  the  country  have  been 
expected  to  do  just  that.  With  the  effective  suspension  of  the  Cherokee 
judiciary,  CNO  has  recently  added  its  name  to  the  list  of  tribes  without 
functioning  tribal  justice  systems,  a situation  which  must  be  deemed  a per 
se  violation  of  the  due  process  rights  of  all  affected  tribal  members  under 
the  1968  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act. 

By  grossly  under  funding  tribal  justice  systems,  the  BIA  has  made  it 
impossible  for  tribes  to  function  fairly  and  effectively  with  the  result 
that  they  have  been  plagued  by  political  instability  and  internal  discord. 
The  instability  of  tribal  governments  is,  thus,  not  primarily  the  fault  of 
Indian  tribes,  but  of  a federal  system  which  so  underfunds  tribal  judicial 
institutions  that  no  other  result  is  practically  possible.  To  see  the  truth 
of  this  conclusion,  one  has  only  to  ask  how  long  the  state  or  federal 
government  could  function  effectively  without  a judiciary. 

Elimination  of  BIA  Tribal  Attorney  Approval  Powers 

Under  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  (IRA)  of  1934,  the  BIA  is  expressly 
granted  the  power  to  approve  the  "choice  of  [legal]  counsel  and  fixing  of 
fees"  made  by  an  IRA  Indian  tribe.  The  BIA  also  claims  the  same  power  to 
approve  tribal  attorney  contracts  for  tribes  not  organized  under  the  IRA. 

The  BIA  has  consistently  used  this  power  to  prevent  tribes  from  obtaining 
competent  legal  counsel  and  clearly  favors  for  approval  attorneys  who  can 
be  expected  to  cooperate  with  the  BIA,  even  to  the  extent  of  compromising 
the  zealous  advocacy  of  the  tribal  client's  interests.  As  early  as  1934, 
Congress  heard  complaints  about  the  BIA's  "pet  lawyers"  who  ingratiated 
themselves  with  the  BIA  and  were  routinely  favored  for  contract  approval. 
Conversely,  attorneys  who  represent  their  tribal  client's  interests  against 
the  dictates  of  the  BIA  find  themselves  highly  disfavored  candidates  for 
contract  approval  and  subject  to  BIA  harassment. 

The  current  attorney  contract  approval  process  creates  inherent  conflicts 
of  interest  for  the  tribal  attorney.  On  the  one  hand,  the  tribal  attorney 
owes  a primary  duty  of  loyalty  to  the  tribal  client  and  is  ethically  bound 
to  act  zealously  in  the  tribe's  best  interest.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
attorney  is  subject  to  the  "hire  and  fire"  power  of  the  BIA.  Thus,  when 
the  tribal  attorney  acts  in  what  he  or  she  believes  to  be  the  tribe's  best 
interest  in  accordance  with  the  expressed  wishes  of  his  client,  but  against 
the  dictates  of  the  BIA,  the  tribal  attorney  is  vulnerable  to  the  undue 
influence  of  the  BIA. 

The  BIA  can  retaliate  against  the  independent  tribal  attorney  by  refusing 
to  approve  additional  attorney  contracts,  harassing  uncooperative  attorneys 
with  groundless  investigations  while  disingenuously  claiming  to  be  merely 
discharging  the  BIA's  trust  responsibility,  or  subtly  threaten  the  tribal 
attorney  with  termination  or  imply  that  approval  for  future  tribal 
contracts  will  be  denied.  The  result  is  that  BIA  approval  powers  over 
tribal  attorney  contracts  threaten  the  independence  of  the  professional 
judgment  of  tribal  attorneys  and  should  be  eliminated. 

No  other  professional  consultant  retained  by  tribal  governments  is 
subjected  to  such  BIA  scrutiny  as  tribal  attorney  candidates:  not 
accountants,  auditors,  management  consultants  nor  any  other  class  of 
independent  contractors.  The  reason  is  obvious.  Attorneys  empower  tribal 
governments.  They  provide  tribal  governments  with  the  expertise  and 
know-how  necessary  to  combat  BIA  abuses  of  power.  Attorneys  can  assist  the 
tribal  government  in  drafting  tribal  codes,  organizing  tribal  justice 
systems,  incorporating  tribal  businesses,  promoting  economic  development 
and  developing  the  institutional  infrastructure  necessary  for  successful 
tribal  self-government.  In  short,  tribal  attorneys  represent  a grave 


threat  to  the  power  and  control  of  the  BIA  over  reservations . They 
threaten  tribal  dependence  on  BIA  technical  assistance  and  thereby  call 
into  question  the  reason  for  the  BIA's  existence.  Thus,  the  BIA 
consistently  makes  the  tribal  attorney  approval  process  as  ridiculously 
long  and  drawn-out  as  possible,  aggressively  pursuing  any  bureaucratic 
option  that  will  delay  the  approval  process  and  discourage  the  attorney 
from  pursuing  his  or  her  candidacy. 

The  BIA's  obstruction  of  the  effective  legal  representation  of  Indian 
tribes  has  profound  constitutional  implications.  By  arbitrarily  denying 
approval  to  politically  disfavored  tribal  attorney  candidates,  the  BIA  not 
only  infringes  the  First  Amendment  rights  of  the  attorney  to  free  political 
expression,  it  obstructs  a tribe's  free  access  to  the  courts  in  violation 
of  the  First  Amendment  right  to  petition  the  government  for  a redress  of 
grievances . 

In  response,  legislation  should  be  immediately  introduced  in  Congress  (1) 
amending  those  sections  of  Title  25  which  require  the  special  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  of  an  Indian  tribe's  choice  of  legal  counsel 
and  the  terms  of  employment  of  such  legal  counsel  and  (2)  guaranteeing  to 
Indian  tribal  governments  the  right  to  retain  the  legal  counsel  of  their 
choice.  The  following  draft  bill,  using  a definition  of  "Indian  tribe" 
substantially  similar  to  that  found  at  25  U.S.C.  ^ 1301(1)  (1995),  offers 
lawmakers  a useful  starting  point: 

A BILL 

To  grant  every  Indian  tribe  the  right  to  employ  legal  counsel  of  its  own 
choosing  without  obtaining  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  its  choice  of 
counsel  or  the  terms  of  employment  of  such  counsel. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Flouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

SECTION  1.  SHORT  TITLE. 

This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  'Right  to  Tribal  Counsel  Act  of  1997’. 

SECTION  2.  FINDINGS. 

The  Congress  finds  and  declares  that — 

(1)  the  right  to  employ  legal  counsel  of  its  own  choosing  is  an  inherent 
part  of  the  sovereign  right  of  tribal  self-government; 

(2)  tribal  legal  counsel  must  be  free  to  exercise  independent  professional 
judgment  when  retained  by  an  Indian  tribe  to  effectively  and  zealously 
represent  the  interests  of  tribal  clients; 

(3)  effective  tribal  legal  representation  is  essential  to  the  protection 
and  promotion  of  tribal  self-determination,  self-reliance  and  the  inherent 
sovereignty  of  Indian  tribes;  and 

(4)  Indian  tribes  are  in  urgent  need  of  improved  access  to  legal  counsel 
due  to  unnecessary  and  outdated  legal  restrictions  on  their  right  to 
counsel . 

SECTION  3.  DEFINITIONS. 

For  purposes  of  this  chapter: 

(1)  "Secretary"  means  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  his  or  her 
authorized  representative; 

(2)  "legal  counsel"  means  any  attorney  at  law  licensed  to  practice  law  in 
the  jurisdiction  of  any  State;  and 

(3)  "Indian  tribe"  means  any  Indian  tribe,  band,  nation,  pueblo,  or  other 
organized  group  or  community,  including  any  Alaskan  Native  entity,  subject 

to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  and  recognized  as  possessing  the 
powers  of  self-government. 

SECTION  4.  Tribal  Right  to  Free  Choice  of  Legal  Counsel. 

Every  Indian  tribe  shall  have  the  right  to  employ  legal  counsel  of  its  own 
choosing  without  obtaining  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  its  choice  of 
counsel  or  the  terms  of  employment  of  such  counsel. 

SECTION  5.  Repeal  of  Inconsistent  Statutory  Provisions. 

[This  section  will  contain  language  amending  any  provision  of  Title  25 
which  expressly  or  implicitly  requires  an  Indian  tribe  to  obtain  the 


approval  of  the  Secretary  of  (1)  its  choice  of  legal  counsel  or  (2)  the 
terms  of  employment  of  such  legal  counsel,  including  any  language  requiring 
such  approval  in  25  U.S.C.  81,  81a,  81b,  82  and  476.] 

Although  Congress  enacted  legislation  in  1968  that  requires  the  BIA  to 
grant  or  deny  an  application  for  attorney  contract  approval  within  90  days, 
the  BIA  can  frustrate  the  purpose  of  this  law  by  merely  rejecting  an 
application  on  completely  frivolous  grounds  after  a ninety  day  review 
leaving  the  applicant  to  (1)  re-apply  and  wait  for  an  additional  90  days 
for  BIA  review  of  an  amended  contract,  (2)  challenge  the  denial 
administratively  and  endure  a delay  of  up  to  two  years  or  more  while  the 
appeal  winds  its  way  through  the  Interior  Department's  protracted  and 
indeterminate  appellate  process,  or  (3)  file  a costly,  time-consuming 
lawsuit  in  federal  court  challenging  the  BIA's  contract  denial  as 
infringing  constitutionally  protected  rights.  In  any  case,  bad  faith  BIA 
contract  denial  can  effectively  preclude  retention  of  any  attorney  the  BIA 
believes  will  effectively  represent  the  tribe  and  thereby  threaten  its 
arbitrary  authority. 

These  concerns  are  not  hypothetical.  The  author  of  this  article,  attorney 
Dario  F.  Robertson,  who  has  personally  filed  two  successful  lawsuits 
against  the  BIA,  has  been  targeted  for  harassment  by  the  BIA.  Since 
December  1996,  the  Quapaw  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  has  been  attempting  to  retain 
Mr.  Robertson  and  local  Oklahoma  counsel,  Ms.  Kathy  Carter-White,  as  tribal 
attorneys.  Their  first  set  of  contracts  was  rejected  by  the  BIA  because 
there  was  a single  inconsequential  typographical  error  in  the  text  of  one 
of  the  contracts  and  because  the  contracts  were  inadvertently  submitted 
sequentially  instead  of  simultaneously  by  tribal  officials.  The 
typographical  error  was  corrected  and  the  contracts  were  then  re-submitted 
simultaneously.  They  were  recently  rejected  nearly  one  week  after  the  90 
review  period  had  expired.  By  operation  of  federal  statute,  BIA  failure  to 
grant  or  deny  a tribal  attorney  contract  application  within  90  days  results 
in  automatic  approval.  The  BIA  nonetheless  incorrectly  maintains  that  its 
late  denial  is  legally  effective,  compelling  the  two  attorneys  to  seek 
redress  in  federal  court.  The  contracts  rejected  as  unacceptable  by  the 
BIA  in  Oklahoma  were  approved  by  the  BIA  in  California  with  only  a single 
minor  reservation. 

In  fact,  if  an  attorney  applicant  uses  a contract  different  from  the  BIA's 
poorly  drafted  "tentative  form  contract,"  BIA  regulations  require  the 
attorney  to  first  submit  an  unsigned  contract  for  pre-execution  approval 
before  submitting  the  signed  contract  a second  time  for  post-execution 
approval.  According  the  applicable  federal  regulations,  "[w]hen  the 
attorney  or  tribe  proposing  to  execute  a contract  desires  to  make 
substantial  changes  in  the  tentative  form  [contract  drafted  by  the  BIA], 
the  proposed  changes  should  be  submitted  through  the  superintendent  to  the 
Area  Director  for  approval  as  to  form  prior  to  execution  of  a contract." 

It  is  revealing  to  note  that  the  BIA's  tentative  form  contract  includes  a 
provision  that  excludes  lawsuits  against  the  federal  government  from  the 
scope  of  the  tribal  attorney's  representation,  thereby  preventing  the 
tribal  attorney  from  suing  the  BIA  without  the  BIA's  own  consent.  In  fact, 
the  BIA's  tentative  form  contract  is  so  skeletal  and  so  obviously  adverse 
to  the  interests  of  the  tribal  client  that  attorneys  risk  committing 
malpractice  by  signing  it. 

Only  by  freeing  Indian  tribes  of  the  outdated,  paternalistic,  bureaucratic 
requirement  of  obtaining  BIA  approval  of  its  choice  of  legal  counsel  will 
the  unmet  legal  needs  of  Indian  tribes  have  any  chance  of  being  addressed 
with  the  effective  assistance  of  legal  counsel. 

Conclusion 

The  BIA's  recent  intervention  into  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  of  Oklahoma  is  not  unique.  The  same  kind  of  illegal  administrative 
decisions  which  the  BIA  has  taken  in  Tahlequah  have  occurred  over  and  over 
again  on  Indian  reservations  across  the  country. 

The  BIA's  abuses  do  not  normally  come  to  light  because  many  Indian  tribes 
do  not  have  access  to  effective  legal  counsel,  lack  the  financial  resources 
to  litigate  or  even  publicize  their  claims  and  are  often  unaware  of  their 
legal  rights.  That  is  why  it  is  so  important  for  Congressional 


representatives  to  carefully  examine  the  abuses  that  have  occurred  and 
continue  to  occur  in  the  case  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  at  the 
hands  of  BIA  officials.  The  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma  offers 
congressional  policymakers  a rare  glimpse  into  the  secretive  realm  of 
arbitrary  BIA  administrative  decision  making. 

The  Cherokee  Observer  has  documented  a shocking  litany  of  BIA  abuses  in 
the  articles  it  has  published  on  the  CNO's  constitutional  crisis  during  the 
last  several  months.  These  abuses  demand  immediate  congressional 
attention.  To  ignore  them  for  even  a moment  is  to  deny  the  Cherokee  people 
the  same  constitutional  rights  enjoyed  by  every  other  American  citizen.  To 
refuse  to  take  appropriate  legislative  action  is  to  admit  that  the  promise 
of  American  democracy  has  excluded  Native  Americans  and  denied  them  equal 
justice  under  law.  Native  Americans,  never  living  in  any  state  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  concern  the  vast  majority  of  congressional 
representatives,  are  trapped  in  a hopelessly  antiquated,  dysfunctional 
administrative  system  riven  by  incoherent,  internally  inconsistent  federal 
policies . 

When  Native  Americans  seek  federal  court  relief  for  BIA  civil  rights 
violations,  their  claims  may  be  dismissed  because  the  affected  tribe  cannot 
be  joined  as  a necessary  and  indispensable  party,  thereby  allowing  the  BIA 
to  hide  behind  the  misplaced  shield  of  tribal  sovereign  immunity.  When 
they  seek  federal  redress  against  puppet  tribal  governments  manipulated  by 
the  BIA,  they  may  be  thrown  out  of  court  because  tribal  governments  enjoy 
immunity  from  suit.  If,  as  is  usually  the  case,  there  is  no  genuinely 
independent,  competent  tribal  court  in  existence  to  hear  their  claims, 
their  most  basic  civil  rights  may  be  violated  with  impunity  and  with  no 
hope  of  redress.  When  they  turn  to  their  congressional  representatives, 
too  often  their  pleas  are  ignored  because  there  are  not  sufficient  numbers 
of  Indians  in  that  district  to  constitute  a politically  significant  voting 
block.  Wherever  they  turn,  no  one  will  listen. 

Isolated,  impoverished  and  socially  marginalized  on  remote  reservation. 
Native  Americans  struggle  desperately  to  be  heard  over  the  din  of  wealthy 
vested  interests  and  self-serving  government  bureaucrats.  Their  current 
situation  is  not  unlike  that  of  Afro-Americans  before  the  dogma  of 
"separate  but  equal"  was  exposed  by  the  Supreme  Court  as  a cruel  euphemism 
to  disguise  a grotesque  system  of  racial  discrimination.  Like  blacks 
living  in  the  shadow  of  segregation.  Native  Americans  must  endure  the 
degrading  hypocrisy  of  administrative  policies  that  continually  undermine 
their  human  dignity  and  personal  liberties  in  the  name  of  "federal  trust 
responsibility. " 

Like  some  Orwellian  "Big  Brother,"  the  BIA  publicly  praises  its  own 
self-restraint  when  its  excesses  are  most  conspicuous,  asserts  its  most 
reverent  regard  for  tribal  sovereignty  when  acting  to  subvert  authentic 
self-determination  and  invariably  pleads  its  innocence  the  loudest  when  its 
guilt  is  most  painfully  apparent.  Although  its  ploy  is  transparent,  its 
power  is  terrifyingly  real  and  when  the  BIA  acts  it  brings  the  full  weight 
of  the  federal  government  behind  it,  often  crushing  any  recalcitrant 
opponents  in  its  way. 

Native  Americans  often  feel  themselves  to  be  hopelessly  alienated  and 
entrapped  by  the  reservation  system  in  much  the  same  way  that  the 
metaphorical  prisoner  in  W.E.B.  Du  Bois'  allegory  of  the  "dark  cave"  felt 
alienated  and  entrapped  by  institutionalized  racial  segregation  in  the 
following  passage  from  his  1940  book.  Dusk  of  Dawn: 

It  is  as  though  one,  looking  out  from  a dark  cave  . . . , sees  the  world 
passing  and  speaks  to  it;  speaks  courteously  and  persuasively  showing  them 
how  these  entombed  souls  are  hindered  in  their  natural  movement, 
expression,  and  development;  and  how  their  loosening  from  prison  would  be 
a matter  not  simply  of  courtesy,  sympathy  and  help  to  them,  but  aid  to  all 
the  world.  One  talks  on  evenly  and  logically  in  this  way  but  notices  that 
the  passing  throng  does  not  even  turn  its  head,  or  if  it  does,  glances 
curiously  and  walks  on.  It  gradually  penetrates  the  minds  of  the  prisoners 
that  the  people  passing  do  not  hear;  that  some  thick  sheet  of  invisible 
but  horribly  tangible  plate  glass  is  between  them  and  the  world.  . . . 

[T]he  people  within  . . . may  scream  and  hurl  themselves  against  the 
barriers,  hardly  realizing  in  their  bewilderment  that  they  are  screaming  in 


a vacuum  unheard  and  that  their  antics  may  actually  seem  funny  to  those 
outside  looking  in.  They  may  even,  here  and  there,  break  through  in  blood 
and  disfigurement,  and  find  themselves  faced  by  a horrified,  implacable, 
and  quite  overwhelming  mob  of  people  frightened  for  their  own  existence. 

Like  the  "entombed  souls"  of  Du  Bois'  allegory.  Native  Americans  are 
pounding  against  the  transparent  walls  of  their  prison  demanding  justice. 
Their  cries  for  redemption  can  no  longer  be  trivialized  and  dismissed. 

Their  voice  must  be  heard.  Prompted  by  their  own  tribal  constitutional 
crisis,  perhaps  the  Cherokees  will  lead  the  way  again,  as  they  have  so 
often  in  the  past,  and  turn  tribal  tragedy  into  a victory  for  all  Native 
American  people. 

The  time  to  abolish  the  Bureau  has  unmistakably  arrived  and  the  best 
evidence  of  BIA  excesses  is  found  in  its  lawless  support  of  a lawless 
tribal  government  headed  by  Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd.  The  time  for 
comprehensive  reform  in  federal  Indian  policy  has  come.  Let  it  begin  in 
Tahlequah . 
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OPINION 

SCHROEDER,  Circuit  Judge: 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

These  appeals  are  part  of  the  long  running  and  emotion  scarring 
controversy  between  the  Navajo  Nation  and  the  Hopi  Tribe,  in  which  the 
legislative,  executive  and  judicial  branches  of  the  United  States  have  all 
figured  prominently.  The  dispute  has  centered  on  the  ownership,  control 
and  use  of  nearly  2 million  acres  of  the  Native  American  reservation  land 
occupying  the  northeast  portion  of  Arizona  and  neighboring  portions  of 
Utah  and  New  Mexico. 

These  particular  cases  arise  out  of  specific  remedial  provisions  of  the 
Navajo-Hopi  Settlement  Act  of  1974,  25  U.S.C.  S 640d,  et  seq . (1980)  (the 
"Settlement  Act").  The  Settlement  Act  allows  partition  of  reservation  land 
that  the  courts  had  declared  jointly  shared  by  both  tribes,  but  which  had 
been  used  for  grazing  exclusively,  and  excessively,  by  the  Navajo.  The 
Navajo  overgrazing  was  fostered,  in  large  part,  by  the  Department  of 
Interior,  which  refused  to  grant  the  Hopi  grazing  permits  while 
simultaneously  providing  the  Navajo  with 
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permits  for  more  grazing  than  the  land  could  reasonably  support.  Hamilton  v. 
MacDonald,  503  F.2d  1138,  1146  n.10  (9th  Cir.  1974)  (explicitly  affirming 
the  district  court's  factual  findings  regarding  the  government's 
responsibility  for  Navajo  overgrazing).  In  the  1974  Act,  Congress  expressly 
authorized  litigation  between  the  Hopi  and  the  Navajo  for  enumerated 
damages;  Congress  intended  for  money  to  leaven  the  land  related  inequalities 
between  the  Hopi  and  the  Navajo. 

The  background  of  this  litigation  has  been  recited  in  nearly  35  years  of 
court  decisions  and  in  numerous  books  and  periodicals . 1 We  provide  only  a 
summary  here. 

In  1882,  President  Chester  Arthur  by  executive  order  created  a 2.5 
million  acre  reservation  for  the  Hopi  and  "such  other  Indians  as  the 
Secretary  of  Interior  saw  fit  to  settle  thereon."  Exec.  Order  of  Dec.  16, 
1882,  reprinted  in.  Healing  v.  Jones,  210  F.Supp.  125,  129  n.l  (D.  Ariz. 
1962),  aff'd,  373  U.S.  758  (1963).  Under  this  executive  order,  the  Hopi 
Tribe  enjoyed  the  right  to  use  and  occupy  the  entire  reservation.  By 
contrast,  the  Navajo  who  had  already  settled  in  the  reservation  did  not 
gain  any  immediate  rights  to  the  land.  Nevertheless,  the  Navajo  continued 
to  use  and  occupy  parts  of  the  1882  reservation.  By  1900,  the  Navajo 
population  had  increased  to  1,826.  Healing,  210  F.Supp.  at  145.  In  1920, 


it  reached  approximately  2,600,  and  by  1958,  it  exceeded  8,800.  Id. 
Despite  the  Navajo's  continued  use  of  the  reservation,  their  right  to  use 
the  land  during  this  period  was  unclear,  and  this  caused  an  ongoing  and 
bitter  dispute. 


1 See,  e.g.,  Emily  Benedek,  The  Wind  Won't  Know  Me:  A History  of  the 
Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute  (1992);  Derry  Kammer,  The  Second  Long 
Walk:  The  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Dispute  (1980);  Charles  Miller,  The  Navajo 
Hopi  Relocation  and  the  First  Amendment  Free  Exercise  Clause,  23 
U.C.S.F.  L.  Rev.  97  (Fall,  1988);  Healing  v.  Hones,  210  F.Supp.  125,  129 
n.l  (D.  Ariz.  1962),  aff'd,  373  U.S.  758  (1963);  Hopi  Tribe  v.  Navajo 
Tribe,  46  F.3d  908  (9th  Cir.),  cert,  denied,  116  S.Ct.  337  (1995);  Hamilton 
v.  MacDonald,  503  F.2d  1138  (9th  Cir.  1974). 
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In  1958,  Congress  authorized  litigation  to  settle  title  to  the  1882 
reservation.  Id.  at  130.  A three-judge  district  court  thus  examined  the 
question  in  Healing  and  found  that  the  Navajo  had  no  right  to  use  the  land 
until  1931,  when  the  Interior  Secretary  impliedly  exercised  his  authority 
under  the  executive  order  to  "settle"  the  Navajo  on  the  reservation.  Id. 
at  157.  The  Healing  court  further  observed  that  all  Navajo  who  immigrated 
to  the  reservation  between  1931  and  1958  were  also  impliedly  "settled"  in 
the  reservation.  Id.  at  169.  Healing  held  that  the  Hopi  occupied  the  area 
known  as  "land  district  6"  exclusively,  but  that  the  two  Tribes  held  a 
joint,  undivided  and  equal  interest  in  the  remainder,  known  as  the  Joint 
Use  Area  (3UA).  Id.  District  6 is  600,000  acres.  The  3UA  is  greater  than  1. 
8 million  acres. 

Unfortunately,  the  1962  order  did  not  resolve  the  dispute.  Between  1962 
and  1972,  the  federal  government  continued  to  grant  grazing  permits  to  the 
Navajo,  while  rejecting  all  Hopi  applications.  Hamilton,  503  F.2d  at  1146 
n.10.  At  the  same  time,  the  Navajo  intimidated  the  Hopi  and  mutilated 
their  cattle.  Id.  Together,  the  federal  government  and  the  Navajo  excluded 
the  Hopi  from  what  Healing  had  declared  a "joint  use  area." 

The  Hopi  thus  brought  a supplemental  action  in  which  they  obtained  an 
order  of  compliance  and  a writ  of  assistance  enforcing  the  Healing 
decision.  Our  decision  affirming  the  order  and  the  writ,  Hamilton,  503  F. 
.2d  1138,  documents  in  greater  detail  the  exclusion  of  the  Hopi  from  the 
3UA.  In  Hamilton,  we  noted  that  although  the  permits  enabled  the  Navajo 
only  to  eke  out  an  existence,  terrible  and  destructive  overgrazing 
occurred  nonetheless;  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  range  was  simply 
insufficient.  Id.  at  1145  (3UA  is  "an  overgrazed,  harsh  and  inhospitable 
area  which  yields  little  above  a subsistence  living"). 

The  Hamilton  order  required  the  Navajo  to,  among  other  things,  reduce 
its  livestock  and  to  allow  the  Hopi  to  share  the 
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land.  Id.  at  1142  n.2.  It  also  required  the  federal  government  to  cancel 
all  grazing  permits  and  issue  new  ones,  without  giving  either  the  Hopi  or 
the  Navajo  permits  for  more  than  their  half  of  the  land's  carrying 
capacity.  Id.  Additionally,  the  order  required  the  government  to  adopt  a 
plan  to  achieve  the  broad  goals  of  the  compliance  order,  including 
restoration  of  the  range,  within  90  days.  Id.  Both  the  government  and  the 
Navajo  failed  to  do  as  ordered.  In  1974,  the  Navajo  were  held  in  contempt 
of  court.  Sekaquaptewa  v.  MacDonald,  No.  Civ.  579  PCT  (DAW)  (D.  Ariz.  May 
29,  1974),  aff'd,  544  F.2d  396  (9th  Cir.  1976),  cert,  denied,  430  U.S.  931 
(1977).  At  that  time,  the  Navajo's  livestock  exceeded,  by  approximately 
seven  times,  the  DUA's  carrying  capacity.  Id.  at  3-4. 

Against  this  background.  Congress  in  1974  passed  the  Settlement  Act, 
authorizing  partition  by  court  order  in  the  event  mediation  failed,  which 
it  did.  A court  order  of  partition  was  entered,  and  after  appeal  and 
remand,  see  Sekaquaptewa  v.  MacDonald,  575  F.2d  239  (9th  Cir.  1978),  was 
reconfirmed . 

The  Settlement  Act  itself  called  for  partition  to  achieve  as  equal  a 
division  as  was  practicable,  25  U.S.C.  S 640d-5(d),  while  at  the  same  time 
expressly  directing  that  population  centers  should  not  be  divided,  25  U.S. 
C.  S 640d-5(b).  The  legislation  also  called  for  measuring  the  value  of  the 
land,  for  purposes  of  division,  as  if  the  grazing  capacity  were  restored. 


25  U.S.C.  S 640d-5(d).  In  an  effort  to  adjust  any  imbalance  that  might 
result  from  an  unequal  division,  and  to  compensate  the  Hopi  for  both  past 
exclusion  from  grazing  the  land  and  damage  done  to  the  land  by  Navajo 
overgrazing.  Congress  authorized  several  actions  for  money  damages.  So 
that  the  Hopi  and  the  Navajo  could  sue  one  another  and  join  the  United 
States  as  a party.  Congress  waived  immunity  for  all  three  sovereigns.  25  U. 
S.C.  S 640d-5 . 

In  Hopi  Tribe  v.  Navajo  Tribe,  46  F.3d  908  (9th  Cir.)  (the  "rent  case"), 
cert,  denied,  116  S.Ct.  337  (1995),  we  affirmed  a judgment  awarding  the 
Hopi  rent,  pursuant  to  S 640d-15(a) 
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of  the  Settlement  Act,  for  the  post-partition  presence  of  Navajo  homesites 
on  the  Hopi  half  of  the  partitioned  land.  We  also  remanded  the  Hopi's 
award  of  rent  for  the  post-partition  (1979  to  1984)  grazing  of  Navajo 
cattle  and  sheep  on  the  Hopi  half  of  the  partitioned  land,  so  that  the 
district  court  could  review  the  merits  of  the  Navajo  challenge  to  the 
award . 

We  now  have  three  Settlement  Act  cases  before  us  on  appeal.  We  review 
first  a judgment  entered  in  favor  of  the  Hopi,  pursuant  to  S 640d-17(a) (2) , 
for  the  "fair  value  of  the  grazing  and  agricultural  use"  by  the  Navajo  of 
the  Hopi's  one-half  interest  in  the  DUA  from  1962  to  1979;  this  is  known 
as  the  "use  case."  The  second  appeal,  known  as  the  "owelty  case",  arises 
under  S 640d-5(d),  in  which  Congress  authorized  an  action  for  the 
difference  in  value  between  the  land  awarded  to  the  Hopi  Tribe  (the  HPL) 
and  the  land  awarded  to  the  Navajo  Nation  (the  NPL).  The  district  court 
ruled  the  division  was  roughly  equal  and  entered  judgment  denying  any 
relief.  In  the  third  appeal,  we  consider  an  action  pursuant  toS  640d-17(a) 
(3)  by  the  Hopi  against  both  the  United  States  and  the  Navajo  to  recover 
damage  to  the  3UA  caused  prior  to  partition  (the  "damage  case").  In  the 
damage  case,  the  district  court  entered  judgment  against  the  Navajo  but 
refused  to  hold  the  federal  government  liable,  finding  that  the  United 
States  had  not  acted  unreasonably  in  its  efforts  to  protect  the  3UA  from 
damage. 

The  Navajo  appeal  the  judgment  in  the  use  case  and  the  Navajo  and  the 
Hopi  both  appeal  the  judgments  in  the  owelty  and  damages  cases.  We  affirm 
the  use  case  in  its  entirety,  and  in  large  part,  we  affirm  the  owelty  and 
damages  cases  as  well.  We  discuss  each  case  separately. 
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II.  THE  USE  CASE,  No.  94-17022 
A.  Background 

The  district  court  awarded  the  Hopi  $18,187,132  for  the  Navajo's  combined 
grazing  and  agricultural  use  of  the  Tribe's  one-half  interest  in  the  3UA 
from  1962  to  1979.  The  case  was  litigated  pursuant  to  25  U.S.C.  S 640d- 
17(a)(2),  which  a 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Big  Mountain  & Native-L  lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  RAZA  news  service; 
North  American  Spirit  Lodge;  Newsgroups:  alt. native^soc. culture. native; 

UUCP  email 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

" Finally  the  whole  countryj  which  the  Cherokees  and  their  fathers 

have  so  occupiedj  will  be  demandedj  and  the  remnants  of  the  Ani  Yunwiyaj 
the  "Real  People"j  once  so  great  and  formidablej  will  be  compelled  to 

seek  refuge  in  some  distant  wilderness Should  we  not  therefore  run 

all  risks  and  incur  all  consequenceSj  rather  than  submit  to  further 
laceration  of  our  country?  Such  treaties  may  be  all  right  for  men  who 
are  too  old  to  hunt  or  fight.  As  for  me  I have  my  young  warriors  about 
me.  We  will  have  our  lands. 

Tsiyu  Gansini  (Dragging  Canoe) , Cherokee 
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Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Sundance  Ends  at  Green  Grass  Wednesday,  August  13. 

Sacred  Pipe  is  brought  out  Thursday  at  10:00  AM  South  Dakota  time. 

If  you  would  please,  stand  at  that  moment  in  Honor  and  Prayer.  Please 
remind  others  to  do  the  same. 

Many  of  our  First  Nations  are  divided  to  some  degree  with  factions 
supporting  as  many  sides  of  issues  as  exists.  These  divisions  are  made 
even  worse  when  fed  rumor  and  innuendo. 

This  is  nothing  especially  new.  Over  the  centuries  entire  nations  have 
gone  to  war  over  issues  brought  to  flame  with  rumor  and  interwoven 
tricks.  Coyote  does  not  play  favorites.  All  foolish  temperaments  are 
fair  game  for  him. 

What  is  especially  disturbing  is  that  all  People  of  First  Nations  claim 
to  be  striving  to  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop,  to  bring  all  people  of  all  nations 
together  as  has  been  promised  in  so  many  prophesies.  Playing  coyote's  game 
with  words  that  add  strife  to  already  wounded  nations  does  not  lead  to  a 
mending  of  even  one  broken  hoop,  let  alone  the  Great  Sacred  Hoop. 

I received  a note  about  a confrontation  that  should  have  never  occurred 
that  I will  share  with  you  now.  David  Swallow,  Dr.  held  a Sun  Dance  on 
his  property  at  Pine  Ridge.  Police  came  to  arrest  him,  charges  unknown. 
They  left  after  David  stated  he  was  ready  to  be  arrested,  and  all  the 
Sun  Dancers  and  their  supporters  stated  that  they  must  also  be  arrested. 

A man  stood  in  Honor  today,  a rare  sight  in  a world  full  of  those  who 
would  condemn,  sentence  and  execute  one  another  simply  by  accusations  and 
innuendos . 

A man  stood,  knowing  the  risk  involved,  determined  to  plant  his  staff 
deeply  on  the  battlefield  for  not  his  right  to  practice  his  traditional 
spiritual  beliefs  of  Sun  Dance,  but  for  the  rights  of  others  who  entrusted 
their  very  spirits  to  him. 

A man  stood,  ready  to  be  taken  to  jail,  arrested  by  the  very  system 
that  is  manipulated  by  those  who  themselves,  are  without  honor,  those 
who  spit  in  the  very  face  of  all  that  is  holy,  spiritual  and  right 
without  regard  to  individual  rights,  beliefs  or  practices. 

What  has  happened  to  this  country?  What  has  happened  to  the  People  of 
this  country  when  they  sit  behind  computer  screens,  as  cowards,  tossing 
stones  at  a man  they  have  neither  met,  nor  have  the  courage  to  stand  by  as 
he  alone,  defies  those  who  come  to  destroy  our  ways,  our  light? 

What  is  wrong  with  all  us  who  read  tabloid  newspapers  and  shady 
journalistic  tactics  designed  to  sell  newspapers  rather  than  look  deeply 
at  the  truth? 

This  county  has  lost  its  honor. 

This  man  was  threatened  with  arrest,  by  officials  egged  on  by  barking 
dogs  who  haven't  the  first  idea  about  honor,  who  spend  their  time 
destroying  those  who  stand  up  for  the  rights  of  all  of  us. 

One  man,  alone,  put  on  his  cap  and  said  for  them  to  take  him. 


Where  were  the  barking  dogs  out  there  shouting  their  egos  to  the  world 
saying  how  much  they  support  Indian  Rights?  Why  were  they  not  standing 
beside  him? 

Each  man  and  woman  is  accountable  tonight  for  their  actions  and  their 
non  actions  and  I find  it  very  difficult  to  believe  they  can  look  at 
themselves  in  the  mirror  tomorrow  morning  and  like  what  they  see.  For 
what  I see  are  cowards,  blow  hards  who  yap  consistently  about  how  much 
they  would  do  for  us  and  yet  do  nothing. 

I saw  a man  stand  up,  and  I saw  his  Sun  Dancers  walk  up  and  stand 
beside  him,  for  you,  for  me,  and,  yes  - even  for  the  barking  dogs. 

And  if  they  do  not  get  the  lesson  in  this,  Gary,  they  are  bigger 
fools  than  they  show  themselves  to  be. 

Honor  still  lives  in  First  Nations,  through  a man  I respect  far  more 
than  my  heart  can  speak  the  words. 

And  for  those  who  did  not  stand  beside  him,  and  who  condemn 
him  remember  this  day  and  your  failure  to  pass  a test  given  to  you. 

You  shall  be  accountable  some  day  for  the  failing  of  it. 

I stand  in  Honor  for  David  Swallow,  Dr.  and  those  Sun  Dancers  at 
Porcupine  who  risked  everything  for  each  of  us.  Let  each  person  examine 
his/her  own  heart  to  find  the  truth  of  their  anger  and  hatred  towards 
him,  and  as  such,  towards  Traditional  men  who  will  die  for  their  beliefs, 
and  ask  themselves,  "Would  I do  the  same?" 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte . net>  for  the  following  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

8.25.1975  Randy  Hunter  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Kyle  by  "party  or 
parties  unknown". 

Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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-  "RE:  Peltier's  53rd  Birthday"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Aug  1997  00:38:42  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - LEONARD  PELTIER 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@iuno.com 


From:  FREEPLTIER@aol.com 

Date:  Sun,  10  Aug  1997  17:18:05  -0400  (EDT) 

Dear  friends  and  supporters, 

September  12th  will  be  Leonard  Peltier's  53rd  birthday. 

We  are  asking  all  of  his  friends  and  supporters  to  remember  him  on 
this  day.  Having  a birthday  behind  prison  walls  is  never  easy.  Having 
to  spend  TWO  DECADES  of  them  locked  away  INNOCENT  is  intolerable. 

Please  think  about  letting  Leonard  know  that  he  is  in  your  thoughts  by 
sending  birthday  cards  to: 

=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+= 

Leonard  Peltier 
#89637-132 
Box  1000 

Leavenworth,  Kansas  66048  (USA) 

=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+= 

"RE : Support  Peltier  Lobby"  

Date:  Thu,  7 Aug  1997  18:10:06  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  DMWindgate 

Sub j : Support  Peltier  Lobby  in  Oct. 

UUCP  email 
Greetings .... 

The  following  news  item  is  being  forwarded  to  you  as  part  of  The  Windgate 
News  List  service... 

Best  Wishes  and  Be  Well.... 

Shalom, 

Dupiter  Nicole  Windgate 
Nicole  Maschke 
Nicole 

Land  Mail:  P.O.  Box  602696,  Cleveland,  Ohio  44102,  USA 

Email:  jmwindgate@aol.com 

ICQ  Communications  Network:  439028 

International  Pager  Number:  http://wwp.mirabilis.com/439028 
http : //members . aol . com/ jmwindgate/ jmwindgate . hmtl 

And  Remember. . . . 

Life  is  like  a book...  Open  much  is  learned...  closed  nothing  is  learned.... 

)Date : Sun,  27  3ul  1997  18:05:27  -0700 
)From:  raza@burn.ucsd.edu 

The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  and  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom 
Campaign  are  organizing  our  FOURTH  Washington,  DC  event  to  support 
Executive  Clemency:  The  October  Lobby  Campaign. 

In  1994  Peltier  Weekend  saw  several  thousand  supporters  marching  and 
protesting  at  Lafayette  Park  led  by  spiritual  leaders  Arvol  Looking 
Horse,  Louie  Irwin,  and  3oe  Chasing  Horse.  Musical  performers  included 
Kris  Kristofferson . 

1995' s Freedom  Forum  saw  three  days  worth  of  press  coverage  on  C Span 
and  in  major  newspapers  like  The  Washington  Post  and  USA  Today.  Events 
included  a forum  and  press  conference  during  which  supporters  were  able 
to  hear  former  US  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark,  NCAI  Vice  President 
Ernie  Stevens,  3r,  Congressmen  Bill  Richardson  and  Dohn  Conyers,  prayers 
from  Archie  Fire  Lame  Deer  and  Grandfather  Semu  Huate  and  the  inspiring 
and  a fiery  speech  of  Rev.  lesse  lackson.  Legendary  performer  Pete 
Seeger  participated  in  an  evening  concert. 

In  1996  we  held  Freedom  Forum  II.  Learning  from  our  previous  events, 
we  concentrated  more  on  lobbying.  We  were  in  DC,  IN  FORCE.  It  was  time 
to  hit  the  Senate  and  House.  A forum  was  held.  Speakers  included 


Canadian  MP  Warren  Allmond  visiting  from  Canada  on  a government  to 
government  basis  to  discuss  the  Peltier  case.  Also  speaking  were  authors 
Peter  Matthiessen  and  Harvey  Arden,  former  South  African  political 
prisoner  Dennis  Brutus,  representatives  for  Mumia  Abu  lamal  and  the  MOVE 
organization  as  well  as  Dineh  activist  Louise  Benally.  The  following 
day,  a press  conference  and  strategizing  meeting  were  held.  People  from 
all  over  the  country  agreed  to  spread  lobbying  informational  packets  to 
EVERY  office  in  the  House  and  Senate!  A tremendous  amount  of  interest 
and  new  support  was  generated. 

This  October  we  will  once  again  show  our  elected  officials  that  the 
Peltier  case  WILL  NOT  GO  AWAY  until  it  is  resolved.  Once  again  we  will 
DEMAND  3USTICE. 

Please  join  us  on  October  21st  and  22nd  for  two  more  days  of 
strategizing,  press  conferences,  and  a lot  of  hard  work.  There  is  no  fee 
for  participating  in  any  of  our  planned  events.  If  you  can  join  us, 
please  contact  your  Senators  and  Congresspeople  to  let  them  know  you 
will  be  in  town  and  would  like  a meeting.  It  is  most  effective  to  speak 
to  the  person  to  whom  your  vote  counts.  If  you  cannot  join  that  day  but 
would  like  to  help,  CALL  your  representatives  and  offer  information  and 
encouragement  that  they  support  both  executive  clemency  and  a call  for 
oversight  hearings  to  investigate  the  Peltier  case  further. 

Remember,  the  sacrifice  of  two  days  is  nothing  to  ask  when  you 
consider  Leonard's  sacrifice  of  over  two  decades.  For  more  information 
contact  the  LPDC  at  913-842-5774  or  the  LPFC  at  804-823-2845 


Raza  News  Service  is  a free  mailing  list/news  service  for/about  Chicanos, 
Mexicanos,  Puerto  Ricans,  Latinos  and  all  indigenous  gente  south  of  la 
frontera  falsa  and  our  politics,  issues  and  struggles.  Raza  News  Service 
serves  to  combat  the  whitewash  of  info  relevant  to  our  people's  education 
and  liberation. 

Raza  News  Online:  http://members.tripod.com/~ncmc/razalist.html 
Raza  News  Archives:  http://burn.ucsd.edu/archives/raza/ 

Mail:  c/o  P.O.  Box  926113,  Houston,  TX  77292-6113 

Support  the  Chicano  Press  Association:  http://burn.ucsd.edu/~cpa/ 

NCMC : http : //members .tripod . com/~ncmc 

Union  del  Barrio:  http://burn.ucsd.edu/~udb/udbindex.html 

"RE : Sacred  Grounds  and  WalMart"  

Date:  Mon,  4 Aug  1997  22:33:04  -0400  (EDT) 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - NASC  : SACRED  GROUNDS  & WAL-MART 
From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 


^ ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ rKj  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ ^ ru  ^ 

Folks,  this  data  has  been  forwarded  to  the  NASC  to  share  with  you.  Please 
pay  close  attention  to  this  story.  It  is  a good  idea  to  follow  web  links  and 
inform  any  news  media  that  you  can  contact  of  this  incident.... 
~<>~//\/\/\\~<>~  NASC  MAILING~<>~//\/\/\\~<>~ 

Sub j : Re:  NASC:  Sacred  Grounds  and  WalMart 

Date:  97-08-03  14:59:53  EDT 

From:  Tall  Eagle 

To:  NASC  Swan 

Dear  Swan, 

I would  like  to  update  you  on  the  present  state  of  the  Wal-Mart  vs.  Indian 
Graves  here  in  TN.  At  this  point,  there  is  no  real  news. 

Today's  paper  (Sunday,  Aug  3,  1997)  featured  an  article  about  the  Native 
People  here  in  TN,  and  their  position  on  the  graves.  In  the  same  section, 
there  was  another  article  regarding  the  community  group  that  is  opposing  the 


same  location  due  to  community  reasons  and  the  environmental  impact  that 
building  on  that  site  would  have. 

The  final  vote  in  the  Nashville  Metro  City  Council  will  be  held  this  coming 
Thursday,  August  7,  1997.  It  will  be  in  this  meeting  that  the  final  zoning 
decision  will  be  made.  Right  now,  the  land  still  belongs  to  one  Adelaide 
Purdue.  Sale  of  the  land  is  conditional  on  the  passing  of  new  zoning  to  make 
the  property  commercially  zoned. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  Ms.  Purdue  knew  of  the  graves  on  the  land,  and 
did  not  disclose  that  information  to  the  developers. 

The  Alliance  for  Native  American  Indian  Rights  (a  Nashville  based  Indian 
organization)  and  the  Native  American  Spiritual  Alliance  (a  non-profit 
corporation  formed  for  the  protection  of  grave  sites  and  sacred  sites)  have 
joined  forces  in  a united  effort  to  try  to  thwart  the  desecration  of  the 
graves.  Presently,  we  are  holding  sweats  once  a week  and  making  tobacco  ties 
to  cover  the  trees  at  the  entrance  of  the  property.  Once,  they  have  been 
removed,  but  they  have  since  been  replaced.  Prayer,  at  this  time,  is  our 
best  action. 

One  possibility  is  that  we  can  tie  this  up  in  court  for  enough  time  for 
Wal-Mart  to  lose  interest.  There  are  several  attorneys  looking  into  that 
course  of  action  right  now.  We  have  very  little  legal  recourse  on  this 
matter  except  for  one  archaic  cemetery  law  that  could  work  against  us  as  well 
as  for  us.  It  would  depend  on  the  interpretation  of  the  law  by  whichever 
judge  were  to  hear  the  case. 

We  are,  of  course,  preparing  for  the  worst.  If  necessary,  we  are  prepared  to 
launch  a large  PEACEFUL  civil  disobedience  against  this  proposal  just  like 
the  successful  one  we  had  here  in  1990  when  the  Native  American  Spiritual 
Alliance  and  the  Alliance  for  Native  American  Indian  Rights  staged  a 4 month 
camp-in/protest  which  ended  with  the  then  proposed  landfill  being  abandoned. 

I wish  I could  give  you  better  news.  At  this  time,  we  are  still  hopeful  that 
between  the  massive  letter  writing  campaign  to  the  Metro  City  Council  and 
Wal-Mart,  and  our  constant  efforts  to  get  public  support,  we  may  still  win  in 
the  vote  on  Thursday  night.  However,  if  the  zoning  goes  through,  we  are  far 
from  finished  with  this  fight. 

We,  here  in  Tennessee,  gratefully  accept  any  support  you  and  your  mailing 
list  have  given,  and  will  give.  Our  brothers  and  sisters  across  the  country 
are  still  working  diligently  for  us,  and  for  that  we  are  extremely  grateful. 

Please,  all  members  of  the  NASC  list,  continue  your  writing  and  phoning  of 
Wal-Mart . 

In  response  to  your  questions  regarding  the  Wal-Mart  potential  Grave 
Desecration  in  Nashville,  I'm  posting  the  vote  from  the  last  Metro  Nashville 
City  Council.  All  of  these  people  can  be  written  to  email  at 
"nashville.org"..  look  for  the  "feedback"  section. 

Voting  Wal-Mart  NO  Voting  Wal-Mart  YES 


1. 

Vic  Varallo 

1. 

Regina  Patton 

2. 

Ronnie  Steine 

2. 

Melvin  Black 

3. 

Chris  Ferrell 

3. 

Eric  Crafton  (councilman  in 

4. 

Leo  Waters 

district  of 

5. 

Frank  Harrison,  Dr. 

4. 

Don  Majors 

6. 

Eileen  Behan 

5. 

Earl  Campbell 

7. 

Stewart  Clifton 

6. 

Lawrence  Hart 

8. 

Morris  B.  Haddox 

7. 

Dames  Dillard 

9. 

Michelle  Arriola 

8. 

Tim  Garrett 

10, 

Saletta  Holloway 

9. 

Mike  Wooden 

10. 

Phil  Ponder 

ABSTAINED 

11. 

Charles  D.  French 

1. 

Geroge  Armistead 

12. 

Roy  Dale 

2. 

Dames  Bruce  Stanley 

13. 

Derry  Wayne  Graves 

3. 

Vic  Lineweaver 

14. 

Mansfield  Douglas 

15. 

Dulius  Sloss 

ABSENT 

16. 

Willis  McCallister 

1. 

Ron  Nollner 

17. 

Horace  Dohns 

2. 

Dohn  Arron  Holt 

18. 

Danis  Sontany 

3. 

Ron  Turner 

19. 

David  Kleinfelter 

20. 

Durward  Hall 

21.  Leroy  Hollis 


Total:  10  NO 


24  YES  22.  Tom  Alexander 

23.  Craig  A.  Denkins 

24.  Charles  Fentress 

TOTAL  NEEDED  TO  PASS  THE  COUNCIL  VOTE  = 21 

WE  NEED  TO  CHANGE  THE  "YES"  VOTE  TO  20  OR  BELOW  TO  DEFEAT  THE  COUNCIL  VOTE 
ON  AUGUST  7. 

VOICE  YOUR  OPPOSITION  TO  THE  PROPOSED  BUILDING  OF  A WAL-MART  ON  KNOWN  INDIAN 
GRAVES  IN  TENNESSEE. 

Phone  Wal-Mart 

1-800-925-6278 

Prepare  to  be  patient  while  waiting  for  your  call  to  be  answered.  Ask  for 
BILL...  (assistant  to  David  Glass)....  Calmly  state  our  case.  Ask  "Does 
Wal-Mart  really  feel  the  need  to  desecrate  Indian  Graves  and  alienate  the 
entire  Indian  Population  of  the  US?  Are  they  willing  to  lose  our  family's 
discount  store  dollars?" 

Remember,  gang...  Wal-Mart  supports  WIC...  a program  that  supplements 
pregnant  mothers  and  young  children.  They  are  NOT  all  bad.  BUT,  they  seem 
to  have  little  or  NO  regard  for  the  graves  of  our  ancestors. 

FAX  WAL-MART! ! ! ! 
1-501-273-4053 

If  we  raise  enough  ruckus...  They  gotta  listen  to  somebody!  Otherwise,  a lot 
of  your  brothers  and  sisters  in  Nashville  are  prepared  to  hold  hands  around 
the  graves,  and  wait  to  be  arrested.  Are  you  willing  to  be  one  of  us?  We 
are  at  the  last  stages  of  what  we  can  do  politically.  The  next  step  will 
have  to  be  NON-VIOLENT  civil  disobedience.  Let's  hope  it  stops  at  that. 

We  in  Nashville  Thank  you  for  your  continued  support. 

Tall  Eagle 

~<>~//\/\/\\~<>~  NASC  MAILING  ~<>~//\/\/\\~<>~ 

Please  remember  that  the  NASC  (NA  STORY  CIRCLE)  mailing  list  is  a free 

SUBSCRIPTION  mailing  list  which  is  just  over  750  people If  you 

wish  to  be  placed  or  removed  from  this  listing  simply  email  NASC 
Swan@aol.com.  Thank  you. 

~<>~/A/\/\\~<>~  NASC  MAILING  ~<>~//\/\/\\~<>~ 

— "RE:  Wal-Mart  in  Tennessee"  

Date:  Sat,  9 Aug  1997  05:49:15  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : Fwd : N.A.S.L.  - WAL-MART  IN  TENNESSEE 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

Date:  97-08-08  22:25:03  EDT 

From:  Tall  Eagle 

Please  notify  your  people  of  this: 

We  will  be  forming  a rally.  Saturday,  August  16,  1997  at  12:00  noon,  at  the 
site  of  the  EXISTING  Walmart.  The  location  is  the  Hillwood  Shopping  Center 
on  Charlotte  Pike  in  Nashville,  TN.  This  is  around  a mile  from  the  proposed 
new  site. 

We  wish  to  see  many  representatives  of  many  different  nations  there  at  that 
rally.  This  is  probably  the  formation  of  what  will  become  our  first  civil 
disobedience.  Please  come  bringing  your  families,  friends  (native  and 
non-native  alike).  Make  as  many  tobacco  ties  as  you  can.  We'll  fill  the 
trees  at  the  proposed  site  with  prayers. 

Toye  and  his  wife  have  offered  their  20  acres  for  camp.  There  are  many 
reasonable  motels  close  to  the  area.  We  need  you  now.  It's  time  for  us  to 
put  our  money  where  our  mouth  is. 

"RE : Protest  Wal-Mart"  

Date:  Sat,  9 Aug  1997  23:50:04  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Tall  Eagle 


Sub j : protest  walmart 


UUCP  email 

You  may  have  heard  the  news,  but  here  it  is  again  if  you  haven't. 

The  Metro  City  Council  voted  27-8  to  turn  the  property  at  the  gravesites 
commercial.  They  think  they've  won. 

NEXT  Saturday...  August  16,  12  noon....  We're  forming  a rally  at  the 
current  walmart  location  on  Charlotte  Pike.  It's  in  the  Hillwood  Shopping 
Center ! ! ! ! 

Bring  tobacco  ties  of  all  types  and  colors.  We  would  like  to  get  over 
1,000  people  there.  This  is  far  from  over.  Now  we  need  media  attention. 

Probably,  we'll  begin  controlled  civil  disobedience  in  the  very  near  future. 

Right  now,  however,  we  have  lawyers  watching  the  Chancery  Court  to  see  if 
the  developer's  lawyers  attempt  to  begin  the  termination  of  the  cemetery. 

Our  lawyers  are  preparing  to  file  an  injunction  against  that  termination. 

It's  not  over  YET,  and  won't  be  until  we  WIN.  We've  won  before,  we'll  win 
this  time. 

For  right  now...  Boycott  WALMART  and  let  them  know  you  are! 

Email  questions  to  me,  or  Songra  R.  Both  AOL  addresses. 

"RE : Justice  Sought  for  Christopher  Daniels"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Aug  1997  06:32:47  GMT 

From:  jolson(3virtu . sar . usf . edu  (Jessica  Olson) 

Sub j : Family  of  Christopher  Daniels  needs  help  getting  justice  for  the  murdered  man 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

When  Christopher  Daniels  was  arrested  on  March  2,  1996,  there  had 
already  been  20  unresolved  deaths  of  Native  Americans 
in  the  Pontotoc  County  Jail.  The  week  previous,  a 29  year  old 
Seminole  man  was  said  to  have  tried  to  hung  himself  after  "hearing 
voices  in  his  head." 

Police  were  called  to  the  house  of  a friend  of  Daniels  on  what  they 
say  was  a "lewd  molestation"  call.  When  they  arrived,  they  found  Daniels 
passed  out,  and  arrested  him  based  on  an  outstanding  warrant.  According  to 
the  police  records  he  was  picked  up  at  6:00  am.  Almost  an  hour  after 
Daniels  was  placed  in  the  drunk  tank,  he  was  found  dead.  The  Sheriff 
claimed  that  Daniels  had  hung  himself  with  his  shirt. 

But  the  reality  of  what  happened  to  Christopher  Daniels  can 
hardly  be  looked  at  as  the  case  of  another  drunk  Indian  committing 
suicide. That  alone  can  not  explain  the  state  his  family  found  his 
body.  When  he  was  arrested,  Daniels  was  in  fine  health.  Fie  had 
arthritis,  which  required  him  to  walk  with  the  aid  of  a cane,  but  that 
was  all.  The  prisoner  processing  and  detention  form  from  the 
Sheriff's  office  also  states  that  he  had  been  in  good  health  and  had  not 
been  violent  with  the  arresting  officers.  He  was  not  considered  to  be 
self -destructive . 

But  when  his  family  cleaned  off  all  the  make-up  that  had  been  layered 
onto  his  body  after  his  death,  they  found  brutal  evidence  that  Daniels 
had  been  at  the  very  least,  beaten  severely.  His  mother,  Linda 
Harris,  said  his  entire  chest  and  neck  was  covered  in  bruises  and 
scratch  marks.  It  looked  as  if  he  had  struggled  to  tear  the  shirt 
that  hung  him  off  from  his  neck.  Both  of  his  elbows  were  dislocated, 
his  left  eye  had  been  busted,  and  one  of  his  knees  had  been  twisted. 

With  such  severe  injuries,  one  has  to  wonder  how  Christopher  Daniels 
had  been  able  to  hang  himself.  And  how  had  this  healthy  young  Indian 
man  managed  to  end  up  in  such  a condition. 

The  conflicting  reports  that  came  out  of  the  Sheriff's  department 
after  Daniels  death  almost  speak  for  themselves.  The  police  reports 
have  him  being  arrested  at  6:00  am  10  minutes  away  from  the  County 
Jail.  But  newspaper  stories  after  Daniels'  death  quote  Sheriff  Jeff 
Glase  saying  that  he  was  not  placed  in  the  drunk  tank  until  6:45. 

The  Sheriff's  office  also  reports  that  there  was  another  man  in  the 


drunk  tank  that  night,  and  he  had  slept  though  the  hanging  and  been 
released  after  the  body  was  found.  That  man  has  disappeared,  and  there 
has  been  no  statement  from  him  regarding  what  he  might  have  saw. 

The  week  previous  to  Daniels'  death,  another  Seminole  man  was  reported 
as  trying  to  hang  himself.  However,  that  man  claims  that  it  was 
police  officers  who  tried  to  hang  him,  and  were  prevented  from  doing 
so  only  by  the  arrival  of  another  officer  who  stopped  them.  That  man, 
however,  has  also  refused  to  speak  further  about  what  went  on  in  the 
Pontotoc  Tail. 

Now  the  family  and  friends  of  Christopher  Daniels  wants  those 
involved  in  his  death  to  be  held  responsible.  At  the  moment,  a trial 
date  has  been  set  for  October,  but  the  officers  involved  have  only 
been  charged  with  negligence.  The  lawyer  representing  the  family  has 
contacted  a forensic  specialist  in  Atlanta  who  believes  there  is  a 
good  chance  of  proving  that  Daniels  was  indeed  murdered  by  his 
jailers.  However,  the  family  needs  to  raise  the  money  in  order  to 
hire  the  specialist  and  pay  for  him  to  fly  to  Ada,  OK,  to  testify  at 
the  trial. 

It's  a sad  comment  on  our  legal  system  that  the  family  of  Christopher 
Daniels  has  to  pay  such  money  in  order  to  see  justice  done.  But  that 
is  the  reality  that  they  face,  and  they  are  now  asking  for  any 
donations  that  might  help  them  out.  An  account  has  be  set  up  with  the 
First  Union  Bank  in  St.  Petersburg,  FI.  Please  consider  donating 
money.  Perhaps,  with  your  help,  the  cycle  of  violence  against  Native 
Americans  in  the  Potontoc  Hail  can  be  broken. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  about  the  case  of  Christopher 
Daniels,  or  would  like  to  donate  to  the  fund,  you  can  contact  the  West 
Florida  AIM  Support  Group  at  agroup@virtu.sar.usf .edu  or  the  State 
Florida  AIM  Office  at  (813)  823-3534  or  email 
them  at  aimfl@aol.com 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
West  Florida  AIM  Support  Group 
Jessica  Olson 

http: //www. sar .usf.edu/~agroup 
agroup@virtu .sar.usf.edu 

"RE : Gustafsen  Inquiry  Inevitable"  

Date:  Thu,  7 Aug  1997  09:39:11  -0800 
From:  riwaasa@indiana.edu  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen  Inquiry  Inevitable:  Conspirators  Scrambling 

: - : - :S.I .S. I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-: 

August  6,  1997  Bulletin 

CANADA  MOVES  TO  IMPLEMENT  COVER-UP  --  Now  is  the  time  to  demand 
international  participation  in  Gustafsen  Inquiry 

High  ranking  Canadian  government  officials  and  other  unindicted 
co-conspirators  involved  in  an  illegal  paramilitary  operation  against 
indigenous  Shuswap  traditionalists  are  scrambling  to  contain  an  escalating 
political  crisis.  Both  federal  and  provincial  governments  are  co-ordinating 
a damage  control  strategy  of  cover-up,  containment  and  evasion  in  the  face 
of  mounting  international  alarm  over  Canada's  attacks  upon  aboriginals 
during  the  summer  of  1995. 

For  31  days,  a small  but  determined  group  of  traditionalists  and 
their  supporters  held  off  the  largest  joint  military/police  operation  in 
Canadian  history.  The  site,  sacred  Sundance  and  burial  grounds  at  Ts'peten 
(also  known  as  Gustafsen  Lake,  near  100  Mile  House  British  Columbia),  is 
located  on  unceded,  unsurrendered  Shuswap  traditional  territory.  A vast 
American  owned  cattle  company  attempted  to  evict  the  Sundancers,  claiming 
ownership  rights  to  the  sacred  site.  However,  as  a settled  and  binding 
matter  of  both  constitutional  and  international  law,  the  absence  of  either 
a treaty  or  sale  negates  this  claim.  A call  for  international  adjudication 
of  this  dispute  was  peremptorily  rejected  by  BC's  Attorney  General  Ujjal 


Dosan jh . 

During  the  month-long  summer  standoff,  the  authorities  employed  an 
FBI  psy-ops  specialist,  fired  approximately  77,000  rounds  of  hollow-point 
ammunition,  blew  up  a camp  vehicle  with  a land  mine,  and  conducted  a 
vicious  campaign  of  racist,  media  demonization  against  natives  they  called 
"terrorists,"  "renegades,"  and  "squatters".  Canada's  national  broadcaster 
the  CBC  participated  in  the  RCMP's  "Operational  Plan"  by  directing  a 
"psy-ops"  broadcast  into  the  camp,  which  the  trial  revealed  was  designed  to 
provoke  the  Sundancers  into  a response  against  which  the  authorities  could 
react  with  deadly  force. 

The  recently  concluded  trial  in  a special  "anti-terrorist"  high 
security  courtroom  in  Surrey  BC,  near  Vancouver,  was  the  longest  criminal 
trial  ever  held  in  Canada  and  has  been  described  by  many  observers  as  "a 
travesty  of  justice".  Fifteen  people  were  convicted  and  twelve  imprisoned 
after  bizarre  and  protracted  proceedings  which  included  the  jailing  of  an 
internationally  respected  authority  on  native  rights.  Dr. Bruce  Clark,  the 
dismissal  without  reasons  of  key  defence  arguments  in  the  final  stages  of 
the  trial,  and  a four  day  steering  session  by  the  judge  in  a blatant 
display  of  jury  tampering  just  before  they  were  sequestered. 

Clark  is  a legal  scholar  and  an  acknowledged  expert  on  the  subject 
of  aboriginal  rights  law  and  Canadian  constitutional  history  who  argues 
that  the  present  practices  of  the  Canadian  government  and  courts  constitute 
"fraud",  "constitutional  treason"  and  "genocide". 

"Canada  is  always  first  in  line  when  it  comes  to  pontificating  and 
uttering  sanctimonious  platitudes  about  genocide  in  places  in  Bosnia,  but 
not  when  it  occurs  at  home,"  Clark  said  in  a recent  interview  with  Canadian 
Press.  According  to  Dr.  Clark  and  the  indigenous  traditionalists  for  whom 
he  acts,  independent,  international  intervention  and  adjudication  is  the 
only  answer  to  a continuing  genocidal  colonization  process. 

Despite  the  best  attempts  of  the  BC  Supreme  Court  and  Attorney 
General,  clear  evidence  emerged  in  the  Gustafsen  trial  through  selected 
portions  of  more  than  50  hours  of  police  video-taped  documentation  and 
other  disclosures  that  the  highest  levels  of  the  Canadian  state  planned  and 
participated  in  a coordinated  process  of  criminal  conspiracy  to  kill  the 
occupants  of  the  Ts'peten  Sundance  camp,  smear  the  person  and  arguments  of 
their  counsel  Dr.  Clark  and  suppress  the  legal  arguments  put  forward.  BC 
even  attempted  to  have  Clark  disbarred,  but  the  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada 
vindicated  him,  stating:  "The  genocide  of  which  Dr.  Clark  speaks  is  real. 

We  are  sympathetic  moreover  to  his  assertion  that  the  courts  have  been 
unwilling  to  hear  his  arguments." 

The  arguments  place  a cloud  on  land  title  across  the  province  of 
British  Columbia  and  throughout  much  of  Canada.  The  magnitude  of  the 
corruption  and  the  revelations  of  the  authorities'  actions  are  so  alarming 
that  Gustafsen  Lake  has  become  something  of  an  international  cause  celebre. 
Eminent  human  rights  activists  such  as  former  US  Attorney-General  Ramsey 
Clark,  the  European  Parliament's  Green  Group,  and  Indigenous  organizations 
and  representatives  around  the  world  have  expressed  outrage  and  demanded  a 
comprehensive  public  inquiry  with  international  supervision. 

Most  recently,  140  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  Band  Council  Chiefs 
signed  a petition  demanding  an  inquiry  into  "attempted  murder  against  the 
Indian  people"  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  Phil  Fontaine,  the  newly  elected  Grand 
Chief  of  Canada's  Assembly  of  First  Nations,  has  also  joined  the  inquiry 
call  into  "all  aspects"  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  operation  as  well  as  into  the 
Ipperwash  incident,  in  which  police  opened  fire  upon  peaceful  protestors 
protecting  a burial  area  in  Ontario  in  1995,  killing  one  of  them. 

Members  of  BC's  Native  Youth  Movement  have  promised  "general 
mayhem"  at  the  jailing  of  "someone  who  was  defending  their  rights."  The 
harshest  sentence  was  reserved  for  a 66  year  old  Shuswap  elder  called 
Wolverine,  imprisoned  since  the  standoff  ended.  The  organic  farmer  and  old 
age  pensioner  was  charged  with  attempted  murder  for  attempting  to  shoot  out 
the  tires  of  a fourteen  ton  armoured  personnel  carrier  which  was  attempting 
to  run  him  down.  Fie  was  sentenced  to  8 years  for  the  lesser  charge  of 
"mischief  endangering  life". 

As  the  clamour  for  an  internationally  supervised  inquiry  grows,  the 
perpetrators  are  already  attempting  to  set  the  parameters  to  contain  and 


domesticate  any  inquiry  which  takes  place.  The  August  2 Vancouver  Sun 
editorial  supported  the  "stern  sentencing",  but  conceded  that  "citizens 
should  have  their  questions  answered  fully  and  publicly  without  a long, 
expensive  public  inquiry."  They  support  instead  using  a complaints 
procedure  recently  developed  by  the  BC  government. 

According  to  the  Sun,  "Attorney  General  Ujjal  Dosanjh  wrote  to 
Solicitor  General  Andy  Scott  two  weeks  ago,  proposing  specific  amendments 
to  the  RCMP  Act  that  would  make  the  force  subject  to  BC's  complaint 
procedures."  This  follows  recommendations  by  BC  Supreme  Court  Justice  Wally 
Oppal  that  "a  single  independent  commission  to  handle  complaints  about 
every  police  force.  Unfortunately  the  RCMP  hasn't  signed  on." 

The  RCMP  is  a federal  force  and  is  presently  accountable  "to  a 
complaint  process  that's  based  in  Ottawa,"  a process  that  according  to 
Justice  Oppal  "makes  no  sense".  Oppal  has  a vested  interest  in  keeping  any 
investigation  of  Gustafsen  Lake  inside  BC;  he  is  himself  one  of  the 
unindicted  BC  judiciary  who  stonewalled  the  jurisdictional  arguments  of  Dr. 
Clark  in  a related  case  in  1994.  Oppal  says  it  is  "crucial"  that  the  force 
be  "accountable  to  the  same  police  complaint  commissioner  who  will  oversee 
municipal  police  forces  and  answer  to  the  BC  legislature." 

This  is  a frightening  thought  given  that  the  members  of  that 
corrupt  colonialist  body  enthusiastically  cheered  on  the  1995  invasion 
force  into  Shuswap  territory.  At  the  time,  the  ruling  New  Democratic  Party 
government  fomented  and  manipulated  anti-Indian  racism  to  the  government's 
advantage  in  an  attempt  to  demonstrate  "firmness"  and  secure  re-election  in 
BC's  interior  "redneck"  ridings. 

Attorney  General  and  Human  Rights  Minister  Dosanjh,  the  NDP 
politician  in  charge  of  the  RCMP  in  BC,  is  now  desperately  attempting  to 
ensure  the  inevitable  inquiry  stays  safely  home  in  BC.  The  existing 
federally  based  complaint  mechanism  "risks  undermining  public  confidence  in 
our  justice  system,"  he  maintains. 

Dosanjh  rejected  international  observers  at  the  time  of  the 
standoff,  asserting  "there  shall  be  no  alien  intervention  in  the  affairs  of 
the  state".  Now  it  seems,  even  Ottawa  is  not  to  be  trusted  to  air  the  dirty 
laundry  of  genocide,  even  though  the  Prime  Minister,  the  federal  Defence 
Minister,  the  Solicitor  General,  the  Governor  General,  the  Commissioner  of 
the  RCMP,  and  high  ranking  military  officials  were  also  revealed  to  have 
been  deeply  complicit  in  the  Gustafsen  crisis. 

We  say  a plague  on  both  their  houses.  It  is  patently  obvious  that 
neither  the  federal  nor  provincial  governments  can  be  trusted  to  deal  in  an 
impartial  manner  with  the  issue  and  as  pointed  out,  are  themselves  criminal 
co-conspirators  and  parties  to  the  genocide  alleged.  These  colonialist 
criminals  shall  not  investigate  themselves  this  time.  We  demand  an 
independent,  impartial,  international  third  party  to  ensure  a thorough  and 
fair  result. 

<<==>>Free  the  Ts'peten  Defenders<<=>>End  Canadian  Colonialism<<==>> 

Demand  an  internationally  supervised  independent  public  inquiry  into 

Canada's  actions  at  Gustafsen  Lake 

Canadian  Prime  Minister  Jean  Chretien 

Room  309-S  Centre  Block,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  0A6  Canada 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211  Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email : remote -printer . Jean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd .tpc . int 
BC  Premier  Glen  Clark 

Room  156  Parliament  Buildings,  Victoria,  BC  V8V  1X4  Canada 
Phone:  (250)  380-6506  Fax:  (250)  387-0087 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
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- "RE:  CNO  Appeals  Count  Order"  

Date:  Sun,  10  Aug  1997  20:59:55  -0500 

From:  Cherokee  Observer  <cwyob@galaxy.galstar.com> 

Sub j : 8/10/97-:AT  COURT  ORDER 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

IN  THE  JUDICIAL  APPEALS  TRIBUNAL  OF  THE  CHEROKEE  NATION 
IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE  CHEROKEE  NATION  COURTHOUSE 
Case  No.  AD-A100 

ORDER 

The  Constitution  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  has  given  the  Court  final 
authority  to  interpret  Cherokee  law.  Article  VII:  "The  decisions  of 
the  Judicial  Appeal  Tribunal  shall  be  final  insofar  as  the  judicial 
process  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  is  concerned." 

By  statute,  the  Tribal  Council  has  implemented  Article  VII  and  has 
given  this  Court  authority:  "All  decisions  made  by  the  Judicial  Appeals 
Tribunal  shall  have  the  force  of  law,  as  to  the  construction  and 
application  thereof,  in  all  the  courts  of  this  Nation,  until  such 
construction  or  application  shall  be  limited,  altered  or  in  any  manner 
amended,  by  the  subsequent  decision  of  a subsequent  case  by  the  Judicial 
Appeals  Tribunal."  20  C.N.C.A.  Section  54. 

The  attempt  to  impeach  these  justices  by  the  Tribal  Council  on  May 
3,  1997  was  null  and  void,  by  virtue  of  a failure  to  meet  the 
constitutional  quorum  requirements.  (See  Holder  v.  Byrd).  Therefore, 
the  Court,  as  currently  constituted,  is  the  legitimate  highest  court  of 
the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Part  of  Legislative  Act  7-95  was  passed  to  amend  20  C.N.C.A. 

Section  40  so  that  it  now  begins: 

The  office  of  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  shall  be  located  in  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse,  which  is  the  former  Cherokee  Nation  Capitol 
Building  located  in  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma.  THE  JUDICIAL  APPEALS  TRIBUNAL 
SHALL  EXERCISE  GENERAL  SUPERINTENDENCE,  DIRECTION,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  THE 
CHEROKEE  NATION  COURTHOUSE  (emphasis  added). 

51  C.N.C.A.  Section  62  provides  that  "it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
marshal  to  attend  upon  the  courts... and  to  take  all  necessary  and  lawful 
measures  in  the  execution  of  the  judgment  of  the  courts  committed  to  him 
to  execute,  and  also  to  arrest  and  cause  to  be  tried,  all  persons  who 
may  be  charged  with  criminal  offenses." 

On  June  29,  1997,  control  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  was 
removed  from  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  by  force.  Such  action  was  in 
violation  of  20  C.N.C.A.  Section  40  and  was  completely  unlawful.  Since 
that  time,  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  has  been  under  the  physical 
control  of  Chief  Byrd's  security  force.  By  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal 
Order  of  June  23,  1997,  members  of  Chief  Byrd's  security  force  were 
directed  to  (l)provide  keys  for  the  justices,  (2)to  remove  the  chain 
from  the  west  door,  (3)to  refrain  from  hindering  access  to  the  building 
by  authorized  persons,  and  (4)to  vacate  the  building.  (A  copy  of  that 
Order  is  attached  hereto.)  None  of  these  actions  have  been 
accomplished . 

THEREFORE,  IT  IS  ORDERED  that  the  Cherokee  Nation  Marshal  Service 
under  the  direction  of  Marshal  Pat  Ragsdale  is  directed  at  noon  on 
Wednesday,  August  13,  1997,  to  take  and  maintain  control  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  Courthouse  under  the  authority  of  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal's 
previous  order  and  this  order.  Marshal  Ragsdale  and  those  marshals 
under  his  direction  are  instructed  to  seek  as  they  believe  appropriate 
the  help  of  local,  county,  and  state  authorities,  under  the  existing 
cross-deputization  agreement  now  in  effect,  as  well  as  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  Police,  in  the  execution  of  this  order  and  provide  copies  of 
this  Order  to  those  authorities.  The  Marshal  Service  shall  use  their 
discretion  in  the  carrying  out  of  this  Order,  but  are  directed  to  take 
all  appropriate  measures  to  reduce  the  possibility  of  violence  in  so 
doing. 

Signed  this  10th  day  of  August,  1997 


RALPH  KEEN,  CHIEF  DUSTICE 
DUDICIAL  APPEALS  TRIBUNAL 


You  can  find  a copy  of  the  Order  the  above  Order  says  is  attached  by 
checking  back  Observer  articles  (Dune  1997)  or  by  clicking  here: 
http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net/Cherokee/1997/06/o970623a . htm 

"RE:  Cherokee  Marshalls  to  Confront"  

Date:  Mon,  11  Aug  1997  08:45:24  -0500 
From:  lozen  <lozen@concentric.net> 

Sub j : Cherokee  marshalls  to  confront  Byrd's  security  force??? 

UUCP  email 

editorial  note:  please  note  the  BIA  position  on  both  sides  of  the  fence; 
BIA  police  assisted  Byrd  & the  private  security  force,  now  the  BIA  is 
also  saying  it  will  not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  Cherokee  marshalls  to 
get  a locksmith  and  re-claim  the  building. 

Question:  how  do  you  send  men  with  guns  to  defend  one  side  of  an 
internal  dispute,  then  tacitly  encourage  the  other  side  to  reclaim 
symbolic  and  real  property  that  now  is  under  the  control  of  the  opposite 
side  that  you  backed--and  still  claim  that  you  are  there  to  "help?" 

I'm  just  curious  about  that.  Very,  very  curious. 

LPP 


FIRED  MARSHALS  TO  RETAKE  COURTHOUSE 
Rob  Martindale 
Tulsa  World  Senior  Writer 
11  August  1997 

The  latest  move  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  Dispute  is  set  for  Wednesday. 

TAHLEQUAH  - The  impeached  justices  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  supreme  court 
ordered  the  tribe's  fired  marshal  service  on  Sunday  to  take  possession  of 
the  tribe's  historic  courthouse  in  downtown  Tahlequah  on  Wednesday.  The 
justices  on  the  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal  said  Cherokee  Nation  law 
requires  the  court  to,  maintain  control  the  building,  which  was 
constructed  in  the  late  1800s.  The  United  States'  second  largest  Indian 
tribe  has  been  in  turmoil  since  Feb.  25,  when  the  marshal  service  raided 
Chief  Doe  Byrd's  headquarters  seeking  evidence  of  misuse  of  funds.  The 
FBI  is  investigating. 

The  tribe's  supreme  court  supported  the  raid. 

The  marshals  were  fired  by  Byrd,  and  the  chief's  slim  majority  on  the 
tribal  council  impeached  the  justices.  The  firings  and  the  impeachment 
have  raised  serious  legal  questions,  but  Byrd  has  stuck  to  his  guns  while 
denying  any  wrongdoing. 

A federal  judge  in  Muskogee  and  another  in  Washington,  D.C.,  said  the 
constitutional  conflict  is  a tribal  matter.  However,  Tulsa  attorney  Chuck 
Shipley  said  that  during  arguments  in  Washington  last  week,  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  said  it  would  not  prevent  the  justices  "from  hiring  a 
locksmith  and  recovering  the  building."  Shipley,  who  has  represented  the 
justices  in  the  dispute,  said  the  Washington  judge  expressed  hope  that 
the  tribe  could  settle  the  matter  in  a peaceful  way.  The  tribal  justices 
said  the  move  to  retake  the  courthouse  was  being  made  in  connection  with 
the  federal  courts  and  Byrd  saying  the  conflict  is  a tribal  matter. 

Philip  Viles  Dr.  of  Tulsa,  one  of  the  three  impeached  justices,  said  the 
Byrd  administration  was  being  given  advance  notice  of  the  Wednesday 
takeover  in  an  effort  to  minimize  the  possibility  of  violence.  The  three 
days'  notice,  Viles  said,  is  unlike  the  Byrd  administration's  pre  dawn 
raid  on  Dune  20,  when  the  chief's  new  security  force  took  over  the 
courthouse.  With  the  advance  notice,  Viles  said,  there  will  be  time  for 
any  legal  arguments. 

"We  are  hoping  for  the  best.  We  certainly  hope  no  one  gets  hurt,"  he 
said . 

A new  security  force  employed  by  Byrd,  assisted  by  BIA  police,  took 


control  of  the  courthouse  in  Dune.  The  order  to  the  fired  marshals  to 
retake  the  courthouse  came  only  two  days  after  the  Byrd  administration 
said  Friday  that  the  fired  marshals  would  not  be  rehired  despite 
negotiations  including  that  option. 

Dudge  Ralph  Keen  of  Tahlequah,  a member  of  the  embattled  supreme  court, 
states  in  the  court  order  that  tribal  law  has  given  the  tribunal  "final 
authority  to  interpret  Cherokee  law."  Keen  signed  the  order  Sunday  for 
the  takeover. 

The  court  order  states  that  the  May  3 impeachment  of  the  justices  by  the 
tribal  council  was  illegal  because  a proper  quorum  was  not  present.  The 
marshals  were  fired  Feb.  25,  the  day  of  the  raid  on  Byrd's  headquarters . 

The  BIA  has  taken  over  law  enforcement  responsibility  in  the  tribe, 
which  has  a 14-county  jurisdictional  area  and  about  182,000  members. 

The  Cherokee  marshals  act  at  the  discretion  of  tribal  courts,  the  court 
order  states.  The  marshal  service  had  been  instructed  to  request  the 
assistance  of  local,  state  and  BIA  law  enforcement  officials  in  the 
proposed  takeover.  The  marshals.  Keen  wrote,  "have  been  directed  to  take 
all  appropriate  measures  to  reduce  the  possibility  of  violence." 

The  marshal  service  reportedly  has  surrendered  tribal-owned  weapons  to 
the  Byrd  administration,  but  has  retained  control  of  police  cars  and 
equipment . 

Your  visit  is  welcomed  at:  http://www.lozen.org 

"Liminality  is  our  chronic  state,  and  transformation  is  our  daily 

enterprise."  Paula  Gunn  Allen 

"RE : 9th  Circuit  Court  Decision-Part  II"  

Date:  Tue,  29  Dul  1997  23:12:50  -0800 
From:  redorman@plix.com  (Dorman,  Robert  ) 

Sub j : 9th  Circuit  Court  Decision-Part  II 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

http: //www. vcilp . org/ F ed-Ct/Circu it /9th/opin ion s/9417022. htm 
3 Section  640d-5(d)  of  the  Settlement  Act  provides: 

In  any  partition  of  the  surface  rights  to  the  joint  use  area,  the  lands 
shall,  insofar  as  is  practicable,  be  equal  in  acreage  and  quality: 

Provided,  That  if  such  partition  results  in  a lesser  amount  of  acreage,  or 
value,  or  both  to  one  tribe  such  differential  shall  be  fully  and  finally 
compensable  to  such  tribe  by  the  other  tribe.  The  value  of  the  land  for 
the  18  purposes  of  this  subsection  shall  be  based  on  not  less  than  its 
value  with  improvements  and  its  grazing  capacity  fully  restored:  Provided 
further.  That,  in  the  determination  of  compensation  for  any  such 
differential,  the  Federal  Government  shall  pay  any  difference  between  the 
value  of  the  particular  land  involved  in  its  existing  state  and  the  value 
of  such  land  in  a fully  restored  state  which  results  from  damage  to  the 
land  which  the  District  Court  finds  attributable  to  a failure  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  provide  protection  where  such  protection  is  or  was 
required  by  law  or  by  the  demands  of  the  trust  relationship. 
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and  its  grazing  capacity  fully  restored."  S 640d5(d).  The  district  court 
determined  the  land's  worth  with  its  grazing  capacity  fully  restored  and 
with  only  those  improvements  that,  as  described  by  the  district  court, 
were  necessary  to  restore  the  grazing  potential  to  the  maximum  extent 
feasible.  Presum  ably,  the  district  court  was  referring  to  improvements 
such  as  roads,  stream  diversions,  irrigation  canals,  and  fences,  which  can 
help  improve  the  land's  grazing  capacity.  On  appeal,  the  Hopi  assert  that 
the  district  court  wrongly  interpreted  the  plain  language  of  the  statute 
calling  for  the  valuation  of  "improvements."  The  Flopi  argue  that  the 
district  court  should  have  valued  all  improvements,  including  hospitals, 
schools,  churches,  hogans,  trading  posts  and  other  struc  tures.  The  Flopi 
contend  that  these  improvements  all  contribute  to  the  value  of  the  land  as 
an  Indian  reservation.  At  trial,  the  Hopi  expert  agreed  that  the  land 
should  be  appraised  as  an  Indian  reservation,  with  potential  for,  interalia 
agriculture,  grazing,  rural  residential  habitation  and  limited 


commercial  enterprise.  The  Navajo's  competing  expert  took  the  view  that 
the  land  should  be  valued  strictly  as  a cattle  ranching  operation  and  that 
most  buildings  were  of  no  significance. 

[12]  The  legislative  history  does  little  to  answer  the  question  of 
whose  valuation  is  correct,  as  it  refers  to  improvements  without  ever 
giving  any  indication  of  what  type  of  improvements  Congress  contemplated. 
See,  e.g.,  H.R.  Rep.  No.  909,  93rd  Cong.,  2d  Sess.  (1974);  S.  Rep.  No. 

1177,  93rd  Cong.  2d  Sess.  (1974).  Thus,  we  focus  on  the  statute  itself. 

The  Navajo's  valuation  appears  to  do  violence  to  the  statutory  language, 
for  it  ignores  the  Congressional  directive  to  value  "improvements."  The 
district  court's  view  that  "improvements"  should  be  limited  to  those 
necessary  to  restore  the  land  to  full  grazing  capacity  also  finds  no 
support  in  the  statute.  Indeed,  the  statute's  conjunctive  structure  suggests 
that  an  independent  value  should  be  assessed  for  "improvements"  and  for 

the  land  fully  restored.  Moreover, 
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Congress  did  not  qualify  the  word  "improvements;  " the  stat  ute  contains 

no  express  limitation  on  the  type  of  improvements  that  can  comprise  the 

value  of  the  partitioned  land,  or  the  purpose  that  the  improvements  must 

serve  before  they  can  be  included  in  value. 

[13]  Nevertheless,  we  cannot  add  the  full  value  of  the  buildings  on  the 
NPL  to  the  value  of  the  Navajo  land,  since  most  of  the  structures  on  the 
NPL  are  privately  owned  and  are  not  part  of  the  real  property  that  was 
given  to  the  Navajo  Nation  at  partition.  For  example,  the  residences, 
primarily  hogans  or  smaller  structures,  are  owned  and  were  paid  for  by 
individual  Navajo.  The  same  is  true  of  the  barns,  sheds  and  corrals  on  the 
NPL.  Moreover,  even  if  these  structures  were  not  privately  owned,  they 
likely  would  have  no  appreciable  value  for  owelty  purposes,  as  the  Hopi 
expert  testified  that  the  Hopi  routinely  demolish  such  structures  once  the 
Navajo  have  abandoned  them. 

The  buildings  on  the  NPL  that  have  the  most  significant  intrinsic  value 
include  schools  and  hospitals  that  belong  to  the  United  States  and  which, 
like  the  private  residences,  cannot  be  added  directly  to  the  value  of  the 
NPL  because  they  were  not  partitioned  to  the  Navajo.  The  same  logic 
applies  to  churches  and  missions  on  the  NPL,  which  are  owned  and  managed 
by  their  respective  religious  organizations,  and  to  structures  erected  on 
the  NPL  by  third  party  entrepreneurs,  such  as  the  Peabody  coal  mining 
operation . 

[14]  The  Hopi  therefore  alternatively  contend  that  the  dis  trict  court 
should  not  value  the  improvements  themselves,  but  rather  the  land's 
enhanced  value  because  those  improvements  are  on  it.  We  believe  this  is 
the  only  interpretation  of  the  stat  ute  that  gives  meaning  to  all  of  its 
terms  and  the  one  that  best  accords  with  Congressional  intent.  The 
district  court  concluded  that  "there  is  no  competent  evidence  that  the 
NPL  had  more  improvements  than  the  HPL  which  were  necessary  to  restore  the 
partitioned  lands"  because  it  had  first  (erroneously) 
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interpreted  what  "improvements"  means.  Consequently,  the  district  court 
made  no  findings  of  fact  regarding  the  contributing  value  of  such  things 
as  schools,  churches,  and  hospitals,  to  the  value  of  the  3UA.  Nor  did  the 
court  evaluate  the  methodology  underlying  the  competing  expert  opinions 
about  such  contributing  value.  For  this  reason,  we  remand  to  the  district 
court  so  that,  guided  by  the  correct  interpretation  of  "improvements,"  it 
may  consider  and  evaluate  the  conflicting  expert  opinions,  and  decide  what 
owelty  payment,  if  any,  is  due  the  Hopi  based  on  the  contributing  value  of 
all  improvements. 

C.  Grazing  capacity 

Finally,  we  turn  to  the  Navajo's  Rule  59(e)  motion,  essentially  a 
request  for  owelty,  which  the  district  court  denied.  The  Navajo  argue  that 
because  the  district  court  accepted  the  opinion  of  an  expert  who  opined 
that  the  HPL  fully  restored  would  support  more  grazing  than  the  NPL  fully 
restored,  the  district  court  was  obligated  to  award  the  Navajo  owelty 
relief.  The  district  court,  however,  correctly  noted  in  accepting  that 
opin  ion  that  the  same  expert  also  testified  to  a 10  to  15  percent  margin 
of  error  in  his  restored  grazing  capacity  figures.  Any  difference  between 


the  HPL  and  the  NPL  was  within  that  margin  of  error,  and  hence  not 
statistically  relevant.  The  dis  trict  court  did  not  err  in  denying  the 
Rule  59(e)  motion. 

D.  Judicial  Estoppel 

The  doctrine  of  judicial  estoppel  bars  a party  from  taking  inconsistent 
positions  in  the  same  litigation.  Morris  v.  State  of  Cal.,  966  F.2d  448, 

452  (9th  Cir.  1991),  cert,  denied,  506  U.S.  831  (1992).  The  Navajo  argue 
that  the  Hopi  should  be  judicially  estopped  from  seeking  owelty  because, 
prior  to  parti  tion,  the  Hopi  represented  to  the  district  court  that  the 
partition  would  not  result  in  an  owelty  payment.  We  agree  with  the 
district  court  that  this  argument  should  be  rejected  because  no  court  ever 
adopted  the  original  Hopi  position  that 
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the  partition  would  not  result  in  an  owelty  payment.  See  Migard  Tempering, 
Inc.  v.  Selas  Corp.,  902  F.2d  703  (9th  Cir.  1990)  (court  must  adopt 
position  for  judicial  estoppel  to  apply). 

E.  Prejudgment  interest 

Our  decision  here  is  controlled  by  Hopi  Tribe,  46  F.3d  908.  There,  we 
held  that  S 640dl7(e)  of  the  Settlement  Act,  which  allows  the  Hopi  and  the 
Navajo  to  sue  one  another  for  all  remedies  available  in  federal  district 
court,  allows  for  recovery  of  prejudgment  interest.  Although  that  decision 
was  reached  in  the  context  of  a suit  for  fair  rental  value  of  post 
partition  use  of  the  HPL  by  the  Navajo,  its  logic  applies  with  equal  force 
in  this  context.  Thus,  we  hold  that  the  Hopi  are  entitled  to  pre  judgment 
interest . 

F.  Conclusion 

We  therefore  reverse  the  district  court's  denial  of  owelty  and  remand  so 
that  the  Hopi  may  seek  compensation  for  any  disparity  in  value  and 
pre judgment  interest  thereon.  In  all  other  respects,  we  affirm  the 
district  court's  valuation  of  owelty. 

IV.  THE  DAMAGES  CASE,  Appeals  Nos.  9417032,  9515029  A.  Background 

In  the  action  giving  rise  to  these  appeals,  the  Hopi  sued  the  Navajo  and 
the  United  States  to  recover  for  damages  to  the  HPL  caused  by  Navajo 
overgrazing  prior  to  the  1979  parti  tion.  The  district  court  held  that 
while  the  conduct  creating  liability  occurred  before  the  1979  partition, 
the  Hopi ' s compensation  would  be  measured  by  the  value  of  the  lost 
grazing  opportunity  that  the  Hopi  suffered  after  partition.  In  other  words, 
the  Hopi  could  recover  the  postpartition  difference  in 

8007 

value  between  the  land  "as  is"  and  the  land  fully  restored.  None  of  the 
parties  contest  this  ruling  on  appeal. 

[15]  After  trial,  the  district  court  awarded  the  Hopi  $3,167,388.84  in 
damages  against  the  Navajo,  and  absolved  the  United  States  of  liability  on 
the  ground  that  the  government  made  reasonable  efforts  to  protect  the  range. 
Both  the  Hopi  and  the  Navajo  challenge  the  district  court's  calculations. 
Their  contentions  lack  merit,  except  for  the  Hopi  com  plaint  that 
the  district  court  wrongly  denied  damages  for  lost  grazing  opportunity  on 
lands  that  the  Hopi  set  aside  for  wild  life.  Accordingly,  we  remand  so  the 
district  court  can  add  the  value  of  that  lost  opportunity  to  the  damages 
award.  Further,  the  Navajo  argue  that  the  United  States  should  be  held 
liable  for  its  failure  to  adequately  protect  the  range.  We  agree  with  the 
district  court's  application  of  a reasonableness  standard  and  affirm  the 
district  court's  denial  of  liability  on  the  basis  of  factual  findings  that 
are  not  challenged  as  clearly  erroneous. 

B.  Calculation  of  damages 

We  turn  first  to  the  contentions  concerning  the  district  court's 
calculation  of  damages.  The  court  computed  the  lost  grazing  opportunity 
using  the  following  method.  First,  it  estimated  the  fully  restored  annual 
grazing  capacity  of  the  HPL,  finding  that  the  HPL  could  be  restored  to 
excellent  condition,  but  maintained  as  grazing  land  at  only  75%  of  that 
condition.  The  Hopi  challenge  this  finding  on  appeal.  Second,  the  court 
determined  that  the  HPL  would  be  fully  restored  by  1995.  Third,  it 
estimated  the  total  lost  grazing  capacity  by  calculating  the  difference 
between  the  fully  restored  grazing  capacity  and  the  actual  annual  grazing 
capacity  for  each  year  between  1979  and  1995,  and  then  adding  up  the  lost 


opportunity  for  each  of  these  years.  Fourth,  it  put  a price  on  the  lost 
grazing  opportunity  by  referring,  as  in  the  use  case,  to  adjusted  private 
Arizona  lease  rates  instead  of  federal  lease  rates.  Finally,  the 
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court  discounted  the  future  damages  to  their  present  value.  These  three 
steps  are  not  challenged. 

When  estimating  the  total  lost  grazing  capacity,  the  court  made  several 
adjustments  that  the  Hopi  challenge  here.  It  decreased  its  estimate  of  the 
lost  grazing  opportunity  by  making  "management  cuts"  to  account  for  the 
Hopi  practice  of  grazing  cattle  instead  of  sheep.  Sheep  typically  graze 
all  avail  able  forage.  Cattle,  by  contrast,  do  not  spontaneously  graze 
hard-to-reach  forage,  prefer  certain  kinds  of  terrain  over  others,  and  tend 
to  congregate  within  one-and-a-half  miles  of  water  sources.  Because  cattle 
use  less  acreage,  reasoned  the  district  court  when  making  the  cuts,  the 
Hopi  lost  less  grazing  opportunity  than  they  would  have  if  they  grazed 
sheep.  In  addition,  the  court  excluded  the  lost  opportunity  associated 
with  seven  range  units  that  the  Hopi  reserved  for  wildlife  rather  than 
livestock;  we  refer  to  these  exclusions  as  the  "vacant  range  cuts." 

The  district  court  also  made  an  adjustment  that  the  Navajo  challenge  on 
appeal:  it  increased  its  estimate  of  lost  grazing  to  account  for  the 
eventual  completion  of  water  development  programs  on  the  HPL.  Completion 
of  these  projects  increases  the  acreage  accessible  to  cattle,  thereby 
increasing  the  Hopi ' s lost  opportunity. 

[16]  We  address  the  Hopi  challenges  first.  The  Hopi  argue  that  the 
district  court  clearly  erred  in  setting  potential  grazing  capacity  at  75%, 
rather  than  100%,  of  excellent  condition.  However,  several  experts, 
including  the  Hopi's  own,  testified  that  the  range  could  not  be  grazed  at 
100%  of  excellent  condition.  The  court's  finding  was  not  clearly 
erroneous . 

The  Hopi  also  challenge  the  district  court's  management  and  vacant  range 
cuts,  arguing  that  the  value  of  the  lost  grazing  opportunity  should  be 
premised  on  the  Hopi's  right  or  opportunity  to  use  the  land,  rather  than 
how  the  Hopi  actually  used  the  land.  They  contend  that  the  management  cuts 
were 
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inappropriate  because  they  could  have  fully  utilized  the  HPL's  grazing 
capacity  by  raising  sheep  instead  of  cattle.  Further,  they  contend  that 
the  vacant  range  cuts  were  inappropriate  because  they  could  have  used 
their  seven  vacant  range  units  for  grazing,  but  chose  to  leave  that  land 
fallow  in  order  to  accelerate  the  restoration  process.  The  Navajo  and  the 
government  respond  that  damages  should  be  limited  to  real  opportunity 
costs,  which  are  tied  to  the  Hopi's  actual  use  of  the  land. 

[17]  The  Restatement  (Second)  of  TortsS  929,  concerning  Harm  to  Land 
from  Past  Invasions,  provides  the  most  relevant  authority.  It  states  that 
"[i]f  one  is  entitled  to  judgment  for  harm  to  land  resulting  from  past 
invasion  . . .,  the  damages  include  compensation  for  . . . the  loss  of  use 
of  the  land  . . . . " Comment  d to  S 929  explains  that  "the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  recover  for  the  past  or  prospective  loss  of  use  ...  as 
stated  in  S 931."  (emphasis  added).  Comment  b toS  931  provides: 

The  owner  of  the  subject  matter  is  entitled  to  recover 
as  damages  for  the  loss  of  the  value  of  the  use,  at 
least  the  rental  value  of  the  . . . land  during  the 
period  of  deprivation.  This  is  true  even  though  the 
owner  in  fact  has  suffered  no  harm  through  the 
deprivation,  as  when  he  was  not  using  the  subject 
matter  at  the  time  ....  The  use  to  which  . . . the  land 
is  commonly  put  . . . [is]  to  be  taken  into  consider 
ation  as  far  as  [it]  bear[s]  upon  the  value  of  the  use 
to  the  owner  or  the  rental  value. 

Restatement  (Second)  of  Torts  S 931  cmt.  b (emphasis  added).  Thus,  under 
the  Restatement  the  value  of  the  lost  grazing  opportunity  turns  on  the 
type  of  use  to  which  the  land  was  "commonly  put."  The  record  reveals  that 
the  Hopi  have  "commonly  put"  the  HPL  to  use  for  grazing  cattle,  rather 
than  sheep.  The  district  court  made  the  management  cuts  to  exclude  forage 
that  was  inaccessible  to  cattle.  This  was  in 
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accordance  with  the  Restatement  principle.  We  affirm  the  dis  trict  court's 
management  cuts. 

[18]  Our  result  differs  with  respect  to  the  vacant  range  cuts.  Unlike 
the  acreage  excluded  by  the  management  cuts,  the  land  excluded  under  the 
vacant  range  cuts  was  accessible  to  cattle.  Thus,  the  question  is  whether 
the  Hopi  should  be  awarded  lost  opportunity  damages  for  land  that  could 
have  been  put  to  its  common  use,  but  which  the  Hopi  chose  not  to  use  in 
the  customary  manner.  We  hold  that  the  Hopi  should  be  awarded  damages  for 
lost  grazing  opportunity  on  the  vacant  ranges.  As  the  Restatement  explains, 
an  owner  can  suffer  deprivation  even  if  the  owner  "was  not  using  the 
subject  matter  at  the  time."  Id.  We  therefore  reverse  the  district  court's 
vacant  range  exclusion  and  remand  for  inclusion  of  the  lost  grazing 
opportunity  on  the  vacant  range  units  in  the  Hopi ' s damages  award. 

The  Navajo  argue  that  the  upward  adjustment  for  the  future  completion  of 
water  development  programs  constituted  clear  error  because  such  programs 
will  have  no  impact  on  Hopi  grazing.  They  contend  that  the  programs  are 
saddled  with  inadequate  funding  and  resistance  from  the  Hopi  themselves, 
preventing  their  development.  However,  the  Navajo's  own  expert  testified 
that  these  programs  had  made  substantial  progress,  and  the  Hopi ' s expert 
recommended  the  upward  adjustment.  The  court  did  not  clearly  err  in 
following  that  recommendation. 

[19]  The  Navajo  also  argue  that  the  damages  award  was  excessive.  The 
Navajo  and  the  Hopi  both  agree  that  the  dam  ages  award,  coupled  with  the 
postpartition  rent,  should  equal  the  fully  restored  value  of  the  HPL.  In 
other  words,  they  agree  that  the  value  of  the  HPL  fully  restored  is  equal 
to  lost  grazing  opportunity  (damages)  plus  available  grazing  opportunity 
(rent).  The  Navajo  point  out,  however,  that  the  payment  they  made  in  the 
rent  case,  Hopi  Tribe,  46  F.3d  908,  plus  the  dam  ages  award  here,  adds  up 
to  more  than  the  worth  of  the  fully 
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restored  HPL.  From  this  the  Navajo  conclude  that  the  dam  ages  award  is 
excessive.  The  Navajo's  argument  is  without  merit.  The  rent  award  included 
considerations  unrelated  to  actual  grazing,  such  as  financial  penalties 
for  trespassing  live  stock.  These  penalties  and  other  factors  unrelated  to 
grazing,  rather  than  an  excessive  damages  award,  are  what  cause  the 
appearance  of  over-compensation.  The  district  court  did  not  clearly  err  in 
finding  that  the  damages  award  was  not  excessive. 

Finally,  the  Navajo  challenge  the  testimony  of  expert  Dohn  Workman, 
contending,  as  they  did  in  the  use  case,  that  he  is  not  qualified.  See 
supra  II. C.  We  reject  their  contention  for  the  same  reasons  articulated  in 
part  II. C.  Id. 

C.  Federal  Government  Liability 

Finally,  we  address  the  question  of  the  United  States'  liability.  We 
must  decide  whether  the  United  States  should  bear  any  fiscal 
responsibility  for  the  tragedy  of  these  commons.  The  district  court  held 
that  if  the  United  States  negligently  failed  to  protect  the  1UA,  the 
United  States,  together  with  the  Navajo,  would  be  jointly  and  severally 
liable  for  damages  to  the  land.  The  district  court  concluded  that  the 
government  was  not  negligent,  stating  that  the  Hopis  failed  to  sustain 
their  burden  to  show  "that  the  damage  to  the  HPL  was  caused  by 
unreasonable  government  action  or  inaction." 

The  Hopi  appealed  that  judgment,  arguing  that  the  district  court  erred 
by  using  negligence,  rather  than  strict  liability,  as  the  standard  for 
government  liability.  After  oral  argument  in  these  appeals,  the  United 
States  settled  with  the  Hopi  for  $2,400,000,  and  the  Hopi  moved  to  abandon 
the  portion  of  their  appeal  contesting  the  decision  in  favor  of  the  govern 
ment.  We  granted  that  motion,  but  allowed  the  Navajo  to  rely  on  the 
arguments  in  the  Hopi  briefs  with  regard  to  joint  liability.  Additionally, 
the  Navajo  contend  that  the  United  States  should  be  exclusively  liable. 
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[20]  We  agree  with  the  district  court  that  the  government's  behavior 
should  be  evaluated  using  reasonableness  as  the  yardstick.  The  district 
court  assessed  government  liability  in  accordance  with  the  only  available 
provision  addressing  dam  ages  to  the  land,  S 640d5(d).4  That  section 


provides  that  the  government  will  be  liable  for  damages  to  the  land  if  the 
government  fails  "to  provide  protection  where  such  protection  is  or  was 
required  by  law  or  by  the  demands  of  the  trust  relationship."  Protections 
required  by  law  are  coterminous  with  those  required  by  the  trust 
relationship.  See  United  States  v.  Mitchell,  463  U.S.  206,  224,  103  S.Ct. 
2972  (1983)  (statutory  and  regulatory  provisions  define  contours  of 
federal  government's  trust  obligations  when  it  assumes  responsibility  as 
a trustee  for  Indian  lands);  accord  25  C.F.R.  153.3  (1976)  (regulations 
are  promulgated  to  "carry  out  the  Secretary's  trust  responsibility"  over 
the  3UA) . Since  the  government's  liability  is  predicated  on  trust 
obligations,  it  need  take  those  protective  measures  that  a reasonable  or 
prudent  trustee  would  take.  Navajo  Tribe  v.  United  States,  9th  Cir.  336, 
400  (1986);  Restatement,  (Second)  Trusts,  S 176. 

[21]  The  district  court  may  well  have  erred  in  describing  the 
appropriate  standard  as  a negligence,  or  reasonable  person  standard, 
rather  than  a fiduciary,  or  reasonable  trustee  standard,  but  the  Hopi 
have  not  argued  that  the  district  court  measured  the  government's  fault 
by  the  wrong  standard.  Rather,  the  Hopi  ask  that  the  government  be  held 
strictly  liable,  with  out  regard  to  fault.  We  therefore  hold  that  the 
district  court  did  nor  err  in  determining  the  government's  liability  using 
the  reasonableness  standard  rather  than  a standard  of  strict  liability. 

The  Hopi  do  not  challenge  the  findings  as  clearly  erroneous. 


4 Section  640d5(d)  is  an  owelty  provision.  However,  it  also  discusses  the 
government's  liability  for  the  difference  in  value  between  the  land  "as 
is"  at  the  time  of  partition  and  the  land  fully  restored.  That  is, 
640d5(d)  covers  damages  as  well  as  owelty.  The  parties  on  appeal  do  not 
dispute  the  district  court's  reliance  on  this  section. 
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CONCLUSION 

We  affirm  the  entire  judgment  of  the  district  court  in  the  use  case.  In 
the  owelty  case,  we  remand  so  that  the  district  court  may  determine  the 
amount  of  owelty,  if  any,  due  the  Hopi  based  on  the  value  of  the  land  and 
the  contributing  value  of  improvements,  and  affirm  in  all  other  respects. 
In  the  dam  ages  case,  we  reverse  the  district  court's  decision  not  to 
credit  the  Hopi  for  lost  opportunity  on  the  seven  vacant  range  units  set 
aside  for  wildlife,  but  otherwise  affirm  the  judgment. 

AFFIRMED  in  part,  REVERSED  and  REMANDED  in  part.  Each  party  shall  bear 
its  own  costs  on  appeal. 


FLETCHER,  Circuit  Judge:  Partial  Concurrence  and  Partial  Dissent 
I concur  substantially  in  the  majority's  opinion. 

I respectfully  dissent,  however,  from  the  majority's  refusal  to  reverse 
the  district  court's  holding  that  the  United  States  is  not  liable  for 
failure  to  protect  the  HPL  from  overgrazing  prior  to  partition  in  1979. 

The  majority  concludes  as  do  I that  the  district  court  applied  the  wrong 
standard  in  assessing  the  government's  liability.  The  district  court  held 
the  government  to  a negligence  standard,  holding  the  Hopi  responsible  for 
proof  that  "the  damage  to  the  HPL  was  caused  by  unreasonable  government 
action  or  inaction,"  rather  than  to  the  duty  of  a reasonable  trustee,  who 
is  under  an  affirmative  duty  "to  the  beneficiary  to  use  reasonable  care 
and  skill  to  preserve  the  trust  property."  (Restatement  (Second),  Trusts, S 
176(1959))  (emphasis  added). 

The  government's  obligation  as  trustee  required  it  to  take  those 
protective  measures  that  would  have  prevented  the  spo- 
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liation  of  the  trust  land  by  over-grazing  - the  very  conduct  by  the  Navajo 
that  proper  oversight  by  the  government  should  have  prevented.  The 
government  as  trustee  had  affirmative  duties  of  oversight  - an  obligation 
to  investigate  and  to  be  informed  and  to  act  affirmatively  to  assure  the 
protection  of  the  grazing  land,  a fragile  ecosystem,  from  overgrazing.  The 
government's  obligation,  in  short,  was  to  prevent  the  Navajo  from  doing 
the  very  acts  that  imposed  liability  on  the  Navajo. 

My  disagreement  stems  from  the  majority's  conclusion  that  despite  the 
district  court's  error,  its  holding  should  stand  because  the  Hopi  have  not 


challenged  on  appeal  the  district  court's  finding  that  the  government 
acted  reasonably. 1 But  that  finding  of  reasonableness  was  in  the  context 
of  the  inappropriate  negligence  standard  what  is  reasonable  conduct  for  a 
non-fiduciary  is  not  necessarily  reasonable  conduct  for  a trustee  since  the 
trustee  has  an  affirmative  duty  to  protect  and  preserve  the  trust  res. 

That  is  the  very  point  the  Hopi  make:  they  assert  that  the  government 
breached  its  fiduciary  duty  to  protect  the  HPL  from  overgrazing.  They 
offer  the  proof  of  the  breach  in  the  condition  of  the  land,  a condition 
directly  traceable  to  the  overgrazing. 

"Reasonableness"  as  a standard  is  only  meaningful  when  defined  in 
context;  a "reasonable"  trustee  must  clearly  do  more  than  a "reasonable" 
person  would  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  trust  property. 

I would  therefore  remand  to  the  district  court  so  that  it  could 
determine  the  government's  liability  by  properly  apply  ing  the 
reasonableness  standard  to  which  a trustee  is  held.  Since  the  Hopi  did  not 
challenge  the  factual  findings  below  as 


1 After  oral  argument  in  these  appeals,  the  United  States  settled  with  the 
Hopi  for  $2,400,000,  and  the  Hopi  moved  to  abandon  this  portion  of  their 
appeal.  We  granted  that  motion,  but  allowed  the  Navajo  to  rely  on  the 
Hopi's  arguments  with  regard  to  joint  liability. 
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clearly  erroneous,  whether  the  government  fulfilled  its  obligations  as 
trustee  should  be  determined  in  light  of  those  findings. 

I do  not  ignore  the  fact  that  the  relationship  of  the  United  States  to 
the  Navajo  and  the  Hopi  is  unique.  It  owes  trust  duties  to  each;  if  it 
failed  in  its  duties,  its  failures  were  to  both  (failure  to  protect  the 
trust  property  to  the  detriment  of  the  land  and  to  both  the  Hopi  and  the 
Navajo;  failure  to  oversee  and  impose  proper  controls  on  the  grazing 
practices  of  the  Navajo) . 

Upon  remand,  I would  require  the  district  court  to  deter  mine  and  assess 
the  government's  liability  and  fiscal  obliga  tions  and  determine  the 
effect,  if  any,  on  the  amount  owed  to  the  Hopi  by  the  Navajo. 

Accordingly,  I dissent. 
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2.  Kagama  Line  of  Cases 

The  early  cases  such  as  Kagama  and  Lone  Wolf;  and,  then  later  Oliphant, 
are  examples  of  court  decisions  that  infringed  upon  the  inherent  tribal 
sovereignty  of  the  native  peoples.  In  Kagama,  the  Court  "suggested  that 
congressional  power  over  Indians  may  be  implied  from  necessity"  and  held 
that  the  "exercise  of  congressional  power  was  justified  by  the  dependent 
status  of  the  tribes  as  wards  of  the  federal  government." 

Interestingly,  the  Court  seems  to  totally  disregard  the  tribes  inherent 
sovereignty  by  stating  that  "these  Indians  are  within  the  geographical 
limits  of  the  United  States.  The  soil  and  the  people  within  these  limits 
are  under  the  political  control  of  the  government  of  the  United  States." 
Here,  the  Court  uses  the  "domestic  dependent"  and  "ward"  language  of 
Cherokee  Nation  as  a sword  against  the  native  peoples;  in  order  to 
legitimize  congresses'  right  to  enact  the  Major  Crimes  Act,  which 
infringes  upon  the  tribes  inherent  sovereignty  of  criminal  jurisdiction 
over  its  own  members. 

However,  the  Court  seems  to  completely  overlook  the  fact  that  Marshall 
in  Worcester,  stated  "that  a weaker  power  does  not  surrender  its 
independence--its  right  to  self-government,  by  associating  with  a stronger, 
and  taking  protection."  Furthermore,  it  could  be  argued  that  the  "ward" 
and  "domestic  dependent"  language  of  Worcester  was  used  for  a politically 
covert  reason,  in  that  the  future  success  of  the  Supreme  court  was 
involved . 

President  Andrew  lackson  had  campaigned  for  office  on  a pledge  to  move 
the  tribes  westward.  But  a Supreme  Court  ruling  that  the  Cherokees  were  a 
foreign  state  would  have  prevented  the  government  from  moving  the  tribes. 

President  lackson  made  it  clear  that  he  intended  to  ignore  the  Court  if 
it  ruled  in  favor  of  the  Cherokees.  Marshall  realized  that  a presidents 
refusal  to  enforce  a Supreme  Court  decree  would  seriously  harm  the  future 
of  the  Court.  He  was  unwilling  to  sacrifice  the  Cherokees  by  leaving  them 
in  the  mercy  of  the  states.  So  he  chose  a third  and  politically  ingenious 
alternative.  By  ruling  that  the  Cherokees  could  not  sue  as  a foreign 
nation,  Marshall  avoided  a direct  confrontation  between  the  Supreme  Court 
and  President  lackson. 

Although  Marshall  said  he  was  unwilling  to  sacrifice  the  Indians  to  the 
States,  his  politically  covert  remedy  shrouded  in  the  "ward"  and  "domestic 
dependent"  language  unwittingly  sacrificed  the  Indians.  His  choice  of 
words  did  sacrifice  the  Indian's,  for  it  allowed  the  Courts  in  cases  like 
Kagama,  Lone  Wolf,  and  Oliphant  to  interpret  the  "ward"  language  very 
broadly  in  a manner  that  was  harmful  to  the  native  peoples.  In  Oliphant, 
the  Court  interpreted  the  language  to  imply  that  congress  had  the  right  to 
exercise  criminal  jurisdiction  over  non-Indians  in  Indian  country;  and, 
that  Indians  did  not  have  the  right  to  the  exercise  of  criminal 
jurisdiction  over  non-Indians  in  Indian  country  because  it  is  inconsistent 
with  the  domestic  dependent  status  of  the  tribes. 

The  Court,  in  Oliphant,  denies  inherent  sovereignty  and  turns  tribal 
sovereignty  inside  out,  for  it  suggests  that  retained  sovereignty  is 
limited  unless  expressly  given  by  congress.  Therefore,  since  Congress  has 
not  spoken  to  Indians  having  criminal  jurisdiction  over  non-Indians,  it  is 
implied  that  they  do  not  inherently  possess  the  sovereignty  to  do  so. 

The  Kagama  line  of  cases  conflict  with  Marshall's  vision  in  that  these 
cases  deny  inherent  tribal  sovereignty  because  they  deem  the  Indians  as 
having  submitted  "to  the  overriding  sovereignty  of  the  United  States." 

These  cases  legitimize  limiting  inherent  sovereignty  by  insisting  that  the 
Indians  submitted  to  the  United  States;  and,  therefore,  congress  has 
unilateral  and  absolute  power  over  the  affairs  of  native  peoples. 

Both  lines  of  cases  when  read  together  offers  a view  of  the  judicial 
framework  of  tribal  sovereignty  as  it  is  applied  in  today's  courts.  It 
appears  that  Marshall's  paternal  language  has  been  highly  responsible  for 
the  court's  determination  that  congressional  power  is  seemingly  absolute 
and  can  be  applied  unilaterally.  However,  if  Marshall  wasn't  forced  to 
finesse  his  reasoning  in  Worcester,  because  he  feared  what  would  happen  to 


the  future  of  the  Supreme  Court  if  a President  did  not  uphold  an  opinion, 
tribal  sovereignty  as  we  know  it  today  might  be  stronger  and  native 
peoples  may  have  suffered  less. 

Interestingly,  although  the  Worcester  and  Kagama  line  of  cases  are 
disparate,  they  agree  on  one  very  important  issue,  and  that  is  that  state 
laws  have  no  force  in  Indian  country,  for  they  are  the  inherent  enemy  of 
the  tribes. 

However,  there  is  an  oft  overlooked  but  important  and  crucial  element 
missing  from  the  judicial  framework  set-up  by  the  Worcester  and  Kagama 
line  of  cases.  The  crucial  element  that  is  missing  are  the  voices  of  the 
native  peoples, ' and  how  they  would  define  sovereignty.  What  a novel  idea 
this  would  be  to  have  the  native  peoples'  perspective  known  and 
acknowledged,  instead  of  allowing  the  colonizer  to  impose  and  mandate  how 
tribal  sovereignty  is  and  will  be  defined. 

3.  Native  Peoples  Perspective  of  Sovereignty 

How  do  native  peoples  define  their  sovereignty?  The  native  peoples' 
concept  of  sovereignty  is  not  only  tied  to  the  land,  it  is  imbued  with 
religion  and  held  together  with  the  fact  that  sovereignty  belongs  not  only 
to  the  present,  but,  it  belongs  to  the  future  generations. 

Not  only  are  native  peoples  concerned  with  the  effect  of  their  decisions 
made  today  on  the  future  generations,  they  are  concerned  with  maintaining 
a harmony  with  all  that  surrounds  them  from  the  tiniest  pebble,  to  the 
birds,  to  the  trees,  and  to  other  human  beings. 

This  concept  of  sovereignty  is  very  different  from  the  concept  offered 
by  non-native  peoples.  The  native  peoples'  perspective  is  a holistic 
approach,  for  native  peoples  "made  little  distinction  between  the 
political  and  the  religious  worlds.  ...  All  political  actions  were 
undertaken  with  spiritual  guidance  and  oriented  toward  spiritual  as  well 
as  political  fulfillment." 

Native  peoples  are  sovereign,  for  they  have  their  own  complex  forms  of 
governments,  laws,  religions,  and  languages  that  pre-date  the  arrival  of 
the  Europeans  and  continue  to  this  day.  Through  treaties,  as  a nation  to 
a nation,  they  offered  mutual  respect,  but  these  acts  of  friendship  were 
often  misconstrued  by  greedy  non-native  peoples  as  acts  that  they  claim 
diminished  native  peoples  sovereignty.  The  question  of  how  native  peoples 
define  their  sovereignty  is  not  asked,  nor  is  it  added  into  the  equation 
when  the  United  States  imposes  upon  native  peoples  a definition  that 
threatens  their  very  existence  today.  The  conflicting  statutes,  and 
judicial  dealings  by  the  United  States  with  native  peoples  has  led  to  a 
factionalism  within  the  native  peoples'  community,  for  they  have  lost 
their  cohesiveness.  Many  native  peoples  within  a community  have  lost  or 
forgotten  their  traditional  ways  and;  therefore,  they  have  been  forced  to 
assimilate  by  adopting  elements  of  the  United  States'  culture  and 
government.  This  leads  to  question  whether  today's  tribal  government, 
based  on  laws  and  statutes  imposed  upon  native  peoples,  truly  represents 
the  Traditional  people  who  have  continued  to  practice  their  way  of  life 
since  time  immemorial? 

III.  TRIBAL  GOVERNMENT 

Traditional  forms  of  government  continue  to  exist  today  despite  numerous 
devastating  dealings  with  the  United  States.  However,  many  of  these 
traditional  governments  have  been  ignored  by  both  the  states  and  the 
federal  government  who  have  refused  to  acknowledge  them  as  legitimate 
inherent  sovereign  forms  of  traditional  government.  In  their  stead,  the 
states  and  the  federal  government  have  imposed  upon  the  native  peoples, 
through  state  coercion  and  federal  statute,  tribal  forms  of  government. 
These  tribal  forms  of  government,  although  some  may  share  characteristics 
of  past  traditional  governments,  are  at  best  white  constructs. 

1.  State  Imposition 

A.  State  Coercion  "The  Elective  System" 

In  the  United  States'  framework  of  Indian  law,  a main  premise  since 
Worcester  v.  Georgia,  is  that  state  laws  have  no  force  and  no  right  to 
interfere  within  Native  Nations.  Then  how,  absent  federal  approval,  could 
the  state  of  New  York  legislate  laws  to  impose  a foreign  system,  a white 
construct,  of  tribal  "elective  government"  within  the  territory  of  the 
Haudenosaunee? 


In  Patterson  v.  Seneca  Nation,  even  the  Court  admits  that  they  don't 
understand  how  "the  state  court  undertook  to  define,  for  the  courts  of  the 
state,  the  relation  between  the  state  and  the  Seneca  Indians,  or  to 
determine  that  the  statutes  of  the  state  applied  to  the  tribal  Indians." 
While  the  State  court  appears  to  question  the  legitimacy  of  the  state  to 
impose  its  laws  on  the  Haudenosaunee,  the  Court  does  not  question  the 
imposition  of  the  State  to  impose  a foreign  government  on  the 
traditionalists . 

As  the  United  States  was  entering  into  treaties,  treaties  of  peace  and 
recognition  of  their  sovereignty  and  the  territorial  boundaries  of  the 
Haudenosaunee,  the  state  of  New  York  led  a full  assault  against  the  native 
peoples.  New  York's  policy  was  to  dispose  and  remove  all  Indians  from 
their  land  by  "simply  denying  that  the  Confederacy  had  any  validity  as  a 
Nation . " 

New  York's  arrogance  in  its  dealings  with  Indian  peoples  was  so  complete 
that  the  state  sometimes  acted  in  willful  defiance  of  even  the  somewhat 
weakened  laws  of  the  U.S.  government.  In  fact,  several  land  transfers  from 
Native  peoples  to  New  York  were  undertaken  as  a policy  in  defiance  of  a 
1790  Federal  Non-Intercourse  Act. 

However,  in  Oneida  v.  Oneida  Indian  Nation,  the  Court  held  that  the 
treaty  the  State  entered  into  with  the  Oneida,  a part  of  the  Haudenosaunee, 
was  invalid  because  the  United  States  had  not  given  authority  to  the  State 
to  treat  with  the  native  peoples  according  to  the  Trade  and  Intercourse 
Act  of  1790.  Although  Oneida  was  decided  in  1985,  the  Court  still  fails  to 
address  the  issue  of  the  legitimacy  of  the  state  imposition  of  a foreign 
tribal  government  on  the  People  of  the  Longhouse. 

Nowhere  better  in  the  history  of  Indian  law,  do  the  words  of  the  Court 
in  Kagama  ring  truer;  that  "the  people  of  the  states  where  they  [Indians] 
are  found  are  often  their  deadliest  enemies."  The  reason  the  State  wanted 
to  legislate  an  "elective  system",  a tribal  government,  upon  the 
Haudenosaunee  was  to  gain  lands  from  the  newly  formed  councils,  cause 
factionalism  amongst  the  people,  and  to  further  assimilate  the  native 
peoples.  The  State  consolidated  earlier  legislation  from  1802,  and  in 
1892  passed  legislation  "which  created  an  elective  system  under  State  law. 
The  elective  system  was  modeled  after  the  somewhat  arbitrary  system  of 
trustees  established  by  the  State  nearly  a century  earlier." 

1.  The  Trustees 

Interestingly,  in  1802,  the  State  appointed  William  Gray,  Louis  Cook, 
and  Loran  Tarbell  who  where  not  even  Mohawks  as  trustees  for  Akwesasne. 

Gray  was  a white  man  who  acted  as  an  interpreter  and  was  granted  by  New 
York  State  a large  tract  of  Mohawk  land.  Colonel  Cook  was  half  black  and 
half  Abenaki;  he  spied  and  fought  for  the  Americans  in  the  army  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

Tarbell  was  a white  man  who  was  a descendent  of  two  white  brothers  who 
had  been  captured  by  the  Caughnawauga  Mohawks  in  a raid.  These  three 
state  appointed  trustees  illegally  ceded  numerous  acres  of  land,  for  their 
names  appear  on  numerous  treaties  from  the  Akwesasne  Mohawks  to  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  they  have  become  controversial  figures  in  Akwesasne 
history.  Land  ceding  goes  against  a fundamental  principle  of  traditional 
law,  for  the  Haudenosaunee  are  not  allowed  to  sell  the  land  because  it 
belongs  not  to  them  but  to  the  future  generations  to  come. 6 

The  effects  of  the  trustees  were  devastating.  The  state  imposed 
trustees  and  an  elective  system  of  government  further  divided  the 
community  of  the  Haudenosaunee.  The  tribal  government  and  its  supporters 
divided  the  community  even  further. 

2.  The  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribal  Council 

In  1892,  the  State  of  New  York  imposed  a mandatory  alien  form  of 
government  on  the  people  at  Akwesasne.  This  form  of  government  required 
the  community  to  vote  into  office  "chiefs",  which  followed  the  procedure 
set  out  by  the  "Trustees".  The  electing  of  so  called  "chiefs"  to  office 
is  completely  in  opposition  to  the  Haudenosaunee ' s traditional  way  of 
electing  Life-Chiefs;  and  furthermore,  disregards  the  inherent  sovereignty 
of  the  traditional  people  to  govern  themselves  through  their  own  form  of 
government . 

The  Haudenosaunee  have  always  opposed  the  legitimacy  of  the  tribal 


government,  but  were  dealt  a hard  blow  in  1892  when  the  United  States 
"legislated  that  they  would  no  longer  continue  to  recognize  the 
traditional  styles  of  government."  In  1899,  the  police  were  sent  to 
Akwesasne  to  arrest  all  of  the  traditional  Life-Chiefs,  lake  Fire,  a 
Mohawk,  was  killed  as  he  attempted  to  rescue  his  brothers  and  other  Life- 
Chiefs  from  the  chaos  and  violence  that  erupted.  The  traditional  people 
were  forced  to  practice  their  religion,  their  way  of  life  underground,  for 
they  feared  the  Mohawks  who  had  adopted  the  white  ways  and  supported  the 
newly  formed  tribal  government. 

They  also  feared  the  State  and  federal  government  who  wanted  them 
eradicated  as  a Nation.  The  Haudenosaunee  went  underground  during  this 
period  of  turmoil,  but  they  continued  their  traditions.  They  continued  to 
do  the  ceremonies  and  conduct  the  daily  affairs  of  the  people  whether  they 
were  recognized  by  the  United  States  or  not.  Today  they  continue  to 
govern  themselves  in  spite  of  all  of  the  opposition  they  face. 

B.  Seneca  Nation  Of  Indians  Tribal  Council 

After  having  discussed  in  detail  New  York  State's  imposition  of  a 
foreign  government  upon  the  traditional  peoples,  the  Haudenosaunee,  this 
section  will  examine  in-depth  a still  functioning  tribal  council  located 
within  the  Iroquois  Confederacy.  In  Catteragus  New  York,  there  is  a 
tribal  council  known  as  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians  Tribal  Council.  The 
Tribal  Council  of  the  Seneca  has  an  elaborate  elective  system  of 
government  complete  with  a court  system  known  as  the  Peacemaker  Courts. 

The  Seneca  community  has  faced  extreme  hardship  that  caused  the  Seneca 
peoples  to  become  fractionalized.  The  Seneca  peoples  were  inundated  by 
the  state,  the  Quakers  and  other  Christian  dominations,  which  eventually 
changed  the  religious  beliefs  of  the  Seneca.  By  1820,  there  were  only 
approximately  half  of  the  traditional  practitioners  remaining.  With  the 
unity  of  the  community  broken,  lands  were  ceded  and  "the  adoption  of  white 
practices  and  traditions"  were  favored  by  the  Christian  faction  of  Senecas. 
This  factionalism  led  to  the  tribal  council. 

In  1848,  non-traditional  Senecas  met  and  abolished  the  "traditional 
system  of  chiefs  and  created  the  Seneca  Republic,  adopting  a written 
constitution  that  mandated  an  annually  elected  council  of  eighteen  members 
and  an  executive  branch  consisting  of  a president,  a clerk,  and  a 
treasurer."  The  adopted  constitution  was  vastly  different  then  the 
Haudenosaunee  traditional  form  of  government,  for  it  mandated  a separation 
between  church  and  state,  and  it  allowed  only  the  male  members  the  right 
to  vote  in  the  elections.  As  a result,  Seneca  women  within  the  Seneca 
Indian  Tribal  Council  were  not  allowed  to  vote  until  1964.  This  was  a 
vast  difference  from  the  important  role  of  women  in  traditional 
Haudenosaunee  government. 

The  Seneca's  adopted  a written  Civil  Code  in  1854,  and  they  amended 
their  Constitution,  in  1855,  to  reduce  the  number  of  tribal  councilors 
from  eighteen  to  twelve.  In  1882,  the  Seneca  changed  their  suffrage  rules 
from  allowing  all  men  the  vote  to  allowing  only  Seneca  males  residing  on 
the  reservation  the  right  to  vote.  This  added  to  the  friction  on  the 
reservation,  but  the  Seneca  had  another  issue  to  handle  and  that  was  the 
State  of  New  York. 

New  York  state  wanted  to  exert  control  over  the  reservations: 

In  1845,  three  years  before  the  Seneca  adopted  their  own  constitution, 
the  New  York  state  legislature  had  illegally  but  successfully  insisted  on 
changes  in  the  Senecas'  government,  calling  for  an  elected  clerk,  a 
treasure,  and  the  creation  of  'peacemaker  courts,'  whose  function  was  to 
hear  disputes  involving  amounts  under  fifty  dollars.  The  legislature  also 
called  for  the  election  of  a chief  council  president  from  among  the  chiefs 
and  provided  for  the  allotment  of  tribal  lands  to  tribal  individuals. 

This  same  imposition  by  the  State  of  New  York  to  control  the  Seneca's 
form  of  government  was  also  felt  by  the  other  territories  of  the  Iroquois 
Confederacy.  It  appears  that  New  York  State  had  two  goals  in  imposing 
these  tribal  governments  and  changing  the  property  ownership  from  tribal 
to  individual;  and,  that  was  to  steal  lands  and  to  hasten  assimilation  of 
the  native  peoples. 

1.  The  Law  In  Seneca  Country 

In  Patterson  the  question  was  whether  the  Seneca  Nation,  through  the 


Peacemaker's  Court  system,  was  free  to  determine  their  membership  or  did 
the  Seneca's  cede  their  right  to  decide  by  the  adoption  of  the  December  4, 
1848  Constitution.  Robert  Patterson  was  denied  enrollment  by  the  Seneca 
Nation  because  his  mother  was  white  and  not  Seneca.  Although  Patterson 
was  half  Seneca,  the  Seneca  Nation  stated,  based  on  the  fact  that  the 
Seneca  are  a matrilineal  society,  that  it  was  "a  custom  among  the  Senecas 
that  only  a person  born  of  a Mother  who  was  duly  enrolled  as  a Seneca 
Indian  may  himself  be  enrolled."  Patterson  argued  that  when  the  Seneca 
adopted  the  1848  Constitution  they  "petitioned  the  state  of  New  York  to 
provide  them  with  laws";  therefore,  they  ceded  their  customary  laws  to  the 
laws  of  New  York  state. 

However,  the  Court  did  not  agree  with  Patterson's  argument.  The  Court 
reasoned  that  although  the  Constitution  imposes  the  State's  law  on 
marriage  and  divorces,  that  absent  a clear  express  intent  to  deprive  the 
Seneca  of  their  customary  laws,  the  Seneca  Nation  retain  their  sovereignty 
The  Court  held  that  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  supplemented  with 
state  laws  did  not  interfere  with  the  internal  sovereignty  of  the  Senecas 
to  determine  for  themselves  through  the  Tribal  Council  and  the 
Peacemaker's  Court  who  is  a member  of  the  Seneca  Nation. 
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COMMON  SENSE. 


Of  ALL  the  gifts  this  side  of  heaven 
That  ever  were  to  mortals  given. 

The  best  to  have,  the  worst  to  miss. 
The  truest,  sweetest  source  of  bliss. 
The  one  rail  left  on  Eden's  fence. 
Stands  the  pure  charm  of  common  sense. 


IRON  TAIL 


Funny  name,  isn't  it? 

And  he  is  a queenly  dressed  man  who  bears  the  name. 

He  has  not  a queer  looking  face,  however.  Far  from  it.  He  has  a good 
face.  There  are  lines  which  mark  strength  of  character,  dignity  and 
power.  He  has  a thoughtful  brow,  a well-rounded  head,  a keen  eye,  a 
clear-cut  mouth  with  lips  compressed,  indicating  firmness  and 
resolution,  and  a nose  showing  decision  and  bigness  of  heart.  He  is 
withal  "a  noble  red  man,"  with  a carriage  that  commands  respect.  All 
these  traits  he  possesses  on  the  surface,  yet  Iron  Tail  is  weak  and 
helpless  in  many  ways. 

How  so? 

Well,  he  has  no  education.  He  cannot  speak  the  English  language.  He 
has  to  rely  upon  an  interpreter  in  talking  to  white  people.  He  has  had 
no  experience  that  would  fit  him  for  life  in  the  world  outside  of  his 
little  reservation,  (one  of  many  which  might  properly  be  called  the 
grave-yards  of  a dying  race.)  In  the  hands  of  sharpers  Iron  Tail  could 
be  easily  swindled. 

"Poor  fellow!  I pity  him!"  said  a great,  manly  Sioux  boy  --  a NEW 
Indian,  and  one  of  our  students,  as  he  stood  one  side  looking  at  the  OLD 
Indian . 

"What  do  you  mean?"  asked  the  writer,  not  believing  that  one  Indian 
could  be  speaking  thus  sincerely  about  another  of  his  own  tribe,  in  the 
same  sense  that  the  educated  white  man  would  speak  of  his  ignorant  red 
brother.  "Is  he  sick  or  suffering,  that  you  pity  him?" 

"Oh,  no,  but  just  look  at  him!  What  a perfect  picture  of  ignorance 
and  superstition!" 

And  the  writer  did  look  at  him. 

The  chief's  hair  was  long. 

On  the  crown  of  his  head  was  a braided  scalp-lock,  six  or  eight  inches 
in  length. 

In  it  stuck  an  Eagle  Feather,  straight  up. 

Long  ago  it  was  a mark  of  bravery  for  an  Indian  to  wear  a scalp-lock 
--  a little  handle,  as  it  were,  which  dared  his  enemy.  "Take  a lift  of 
my  hair  if  you  dare,"  the  scalp-lock  would  say. 

But  those  days  are  over,  and  the  lock  now  is  very  much  out  of  place. 
There  is  no  bravery  now  in  the  wearing  of  such  a handle. 

There  is  no  enemy  to  defy,  and  all  such  Indians  would  look  better  if 
they  would  cut  off  their  scalp-locks  or  comb  them  out. 

Iron  Tail  was  dressed  in  all  sorts  of  toggery,  from  beaded  necklace  to 
blanket,  leggings,  and  moccasins.  He  had  a beaver  skin  across  one 
shoulder . 

"That's  the  first  Indian  I ever  saw  dressed  in  looking-glasses,"  said 
a small  boy  from  one  of  the  western  reservations. 

And,  sure  enough,  across  his  left  shoulder  he  wore  a narrow  sash 
containing  twenty  or  thirty  small,  round,  brass-rimmed  looking-glasses, 
which  glittered  in  the  sunlight. 

Why  did  he  come  to  Carlisle  in  such  array? 

In  the  first  place,  he  was  in  wild  dress  because  he  was  paid  to  dress 
that  way.  He  had  come  over  from  Harrisburg,  where  the  Wild  West  was 
exhibiting,  last  Thursday.  He  had  come  to  see  his  son  Philip  Irontail. 

Philip  was  not  at  home.  He  was  out  on  a New  Jersey  farm,  gaining 
manhood  and  experience  that  will  fit  him  for  useful,  civilized  life. 

Iron  Tail  would  in  a minute  adopt  the  civilized  dress  in  its  entirety 
if  it  paid  him  better  to  do  so,  than  it  does  to  wear  the  clothes  in 
which  he  now  adorns  himself. 

He  is  not  too  old  to  learn.  He  could  learn  to  speak  English,  read  and 
write  some  and  be- 


(continued  on  last  page) 


By  the  Evening  "Sentinel"  we  learn  that  John  Leslie,  '96,  of  Tacoma, 
Washington,  has  become  a Klondike  enthusiast. 


Henry  Redkettle,  '97,  directs  that  his  HELPER  be  sent  to  Merriman, 
Nebraska,  but  does  not  say  what  business  he  has  engaged. 

Did  you  get  an  expiration  notice  this  week?  Only  5 two-cent  stamps, 
your  name  and  address,  and  the  word  "Renewal"  enclosed  in  an  envelope! 

We  will  understand  the  rest. 

It  only  takes  a minute  to  enclose  a dime  with  your  name  and  address  in 
an  envelope  for  renewal  or  for  a new  subscription,  and  it  means  a great 
deal  toward  the  prosperity  of  our  little  weekly  letter. 

"The  Red  Man"  is  always  brim  full  of  encouragement  for  the  Indian.  He 
is  as  good  if  not  better  than  his  neighbor,  is  the  doctrine  Carlisle's 
excellent  paper  continually  preaches.  --[Progress,  Regina,  Assa. 

"The  Wotanin  Kin"  of  the  Indian  Industrial  School,  Genoa,  Nebraska, 
has  changed  its  name  to  "The  Indian  News."  That's  better.  Now  we  know 
what  we  are  reading,  and  the  HELPER  wishes  it  continued  success  and 
prosperity. 

Harold  Parker  has  received  a letter  from  Anadarko,  Okl.,  dated  since 
the  reported  shooting  of  his  father.  No  mention  was  made  of  any  such 
affray,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  there  is  no  truth  in  the  story.  The 
newspaper  man  who  would  start  such  a story  as  that  for  the  sake  of  the 
few  pennies  he  gets  for  the  item  and  its  contradiction,  should  be  dealt 
with  severely.  Such  falsehoods  disgrace  "newspaperdom. " 

Professor  and  Mrs.  Lindsay  of  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  are  in 
Scotland,  and  from  letters  written  to  friends  at  the  Indian  school  we 
judge  they  are  having  a splendid  time.  They  are  travelling  by  wheel, 
and  Mrs.  Lindsay  says  are  burning  into  regular  "Brownies."  The  roads 
are  as  smooth  as  marble,  and  they  coast  six  miles  at  a stretch.  There 
is  only  one  thing  that  seems  to  distress  Mrs.  Lindsay  and  this  is,  she 
fears  the  kilt  skirt  and  bare  knees  of  the  Highlanders  will  not  become 
the  Professor,  and  he  may  have  to  adopt  the  style,  if  they  tramp  much 
longer,  which  occupation  is  very  hard  upon  clothes. 

On  Tuesday,  a bee  ventured  forth  from  its  nest  and  disclosed  to  an 
army  of  Indian  boys  that  there  was  honey  in  store  in  the  corner  of  the 
oil-house  roof.  The  boys,  feverish  with  excitement  and  in  for  what  they 
thought  was  going  to  be  fun,  armed  themselves  with  twigs,  coats,  slats, 
hats  and  all  sorts  of  things  ready  for  an  attack.  The  bees,  with 
nature's  bayonets,  made  the  boys  hop  around  lively,  and  wounded  nearly 
every  one  in  the  regiment  of  raiders,  but  killed  not  one  boy.  We  wonder 
if  the  boys  have  thought  how  it  would  seem  to  them,  if  after  working  all 

summer  to  stow  away  good  things  for  winter,  a company  of  giants  came 

along,  armed  with  trees,  flagpoles,  railroad  ties,  barn  roofs, 
wagon-tongues  and  the  like,  and  killed  every  boy,  so  as  to  get  the  good 
things  they  had  laid  up.  It  is  well  to  think  of  such  things  even  if  it 

is  fun  to  rob  a bees  nest,  and  fun  for  others  to  watch  the  robbers. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  through  a letter  from  Cheyenne  Agency, 
Oklahoma,  that  Kish  Hawkins,  '89,  is  esteemed  as  one  of  the  thrifty 
business  men  of  that  section.  He  married  a Carlisle  girl  - Katie 
Zalliwagger;  has  built  himself  a neat  little  home,  in  which  he  and  wife, 
and  little  son  and  daughter  live  happily.  He  has  the  name  of  always 
being  industrious,  and  the  author  of  the  information  predicts  a bright 
future  for  him  if  he  continues  to  do  as  well  as  he  has  done  since  he 
left  Carlisle. 

Joseph  Adams  writes  from  his  home  at  Siletz,  Oregon,  that  he  is 
getting  quite  well  again,  and  is  helping  his  father  farm.  John  Brown 
has  also  quite  recovered  from  the  operation  he  had  performed  while  here, 
and  is  to  come  back  to  graduate.  Doe  attended  the  Chemawa  commencement, 
and  saw  many  of  his  old  friends.  He  expects  to  go  on  a camping  tour 
about  fifty  miles  into  the  wilds  of  Oregon,  soon. 

A newsy  letter  from  Miss  Pauli,  who  is  at  the  Mt.  Pleasant,  Indian 
School,  Michigan,  says  that  Miss  Rose  Bourassa  recently  paid  her  an 
enjoyable  visit,  and  that  she  was  there  at  the  same  time  that  Samuel 
Gruett,  '97,  called.  They  sat  together  on  the  balcony  and  reminisced 
over  Carlisle  times.  It  was  a miniature  Carlisle  re-union,  and  they  all 
wished  it  could  have  lasted  longer,  but  in  the  evening  they  went  to 
church  and  had  to  separate. 

There  are  more  mosquitoes  this  year  than  we  have  ever  known  at 


Carlisle.  The  Man-on-the-bandstand  does  not  mind  the  bite,  but  when  a 
lone  wanderer  insists  upon  sitting  upon  the  lobe  of  his  ear  and 
affectionately  singing  a high-keyed  melody  just  about  the  time  he  is 
dreamily  dozing  off  for  a night's  sleep,  the  gymnastics  performed  with 
forearm  and  handkerchief  will  compare  very  favorably  with  the  antics  of 
a boy  in  a bee  fight. 

If,  like  the  writer  of  the  following  from  Germantown,  after  taking  the 
HELPER  for  a year  you  like  it,  we  hope  you  will  follow  her  example,  and 
renew.  She  says:  "I  knew  scarcely  nothing  about  the  Carlisle  Indian 
School  until  I made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Leila  Cornelius,  who  was 
attending  the  Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia,  the  same  time  that  I was. 

I subscribed  for  the  HELPER  and  have  found  my  paper  interesting." 


The  HELPER  suffers  unavoidable  delay,  this  week. 

lack  Standing  has  resumed  his  post  at  the  case  until  his  school 
begins . 

Stewart  Hazlett  has  begun  lessons  on  the  type  writer,  and  is  making 
fair  progress. 

Miss  Maud  Abercrombie,  of  Steelton,  was  a guest  of  Miss  Richenda 
Pratt,  this  week. 

Mr.  Hendren  has  gone  to  North  Carolina,  on  business  connected  with  the 
school . 

Alex.  Upshaw  '97,  left  for  Crow  Agency  on  Tuesday.  He  expects  to 
return  in  a few  weeks. 

Abundant  rain  insures  good  pasturage  for  the  cows,  and  has  helped  the 
corn  and  vegetables  very  much. 

Messrs  Hoffer  and  Hays  of  Carlisle,  played  a match  game  of  croquet, 
last  Friday  afternoon  on  our  grounds. 

Iron  Tail,  of  whom  something  is  said  on  first  page,  is  a brother  of 
our  lamented  Herbert  Littlehawk,  and  looks  like  him. 

Leander  Gansworth,  foreman,  and  Simon  Standingdeer,  typo  of  our 
printing-office,  are  rusticating  in  the  South  Mountain. 

A dime  carries  very  well  in  an  envelope,  if  wrapped  in  a piece  of 
paper  or  stuck  to  the  paper  with  a little  mucilage. 

Miss  McCook,  with  her  wheel,  has  gone  to  the  shore  for  a vacation. 

She  will  be  in  a cottage  with  her  parents  and  brothers  and  sisters. 

The  laundry  is  crippled  just  now  by  a breakage  in  the  steam  mangle, 
perhaps  to  show  us  how  to  get  along  without  it,  as  we  used  to  do. 

The  new  cooking  ranges  at  the  school  kitchen  and  hospital  are  the 
first  class  and  suit  the  cooks,  making  their  work  much  pleasanter. 

The  meals  that  are  being  served  these  latter  vacation  days  at  the 
teachers'  club  by  Mrs.  Taylor  of  Harrisburg  are  said  to  be  "away  up"  and 
in  style. 

The  floor  of  the  old  kitchen  recently  added  to  the  dining  hall,  is 
being  repaired.  All  the  floor  is  being  coated  with  a composition,  to 
make  the  work  of  scrubbing  easier. 

Professor  Bakeless  has  returned  with  a whole  bookful  of  reports  about 
the  good  doings  and  the  misdoings  of  our  boys  on  farms.  The  same  will 
be  kept  on  file  in  the  office  for  future  use,  and  will  serve  as  a guide 
to  the  management.  Professor  is  now  off  for  a well  earned  vacation- - 
his  annual  leave. 

Mr.  Fred  Martin  of  Harrisburg  made  the  chapel  piano  talk  in  eloquent 
strains  one  evening  this  week.  Misses  Richenda  Pratt  and  Irene  Daniel 
are  the  only  pianists  left  beside  some  of  the  pupils.  The  young  circle 
frequently  gathers  in  Assembly  Hall,  from  whence  emanate  vibrating 
chords  that  touch  the  heart  of  the  lonely  listeners  on  the  balconies 
around . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Standing  and  family  returned  from  the  shore  on  Monday 
evening,  receiving  a warm  reception  by  friends  on  the  grounds.  No  one, 
however,  was  more  delighted  to  see  them  than  was  little  Fancy  who  showed 
her  extreme  pleasure  by  enthusiastically  bounding  from  one  to  the  other 
as  fast  as  she  could  leap  and  trying  her  best  to  talk.  Mrs.  Standing 
brought  back  some  very  interesting  photographs  taken  by  herself. 

Frank  Mt.  Pleasant  is  Miss  Ely's  morning  orderly,  and  is  also  a 
faithful  little  clerk  when  needed. 


Dames  Flannery  is  again  at  his  post  of  duty  in  the  tailor  shop  after  a 
short  leave,  which  he  spent  in  the  mountains,  and  from  which  he  appears 
greatly  benefited. 

Through  a letter  to  Mr.  Norman  from  Frank  Mott,  of  Winnebago, 

Nebraska,  we  learn  that  he  has  a Government  position  at  the  agency.  He 
has  been  quite  successful  and  happy  ever  since  he  went  home  from 
Carlisle . 

Master  Edward  Biddle,  of  West  High  Street,  is  making  inquiry  as  to 
prices  of  printing  presses.  He  evidently  is  contemplating  enlarging  his 
establishment,  and  the  Man-on-the-bandstand  wishes  him  every  success. 

Mrs.  Esther  M.  Dagenett  of  the  Chilocco  school  came  down  from  Omaha 
with,  and  has  been  visiting  Mrs.  Lillibridge  for  the  past  ten  days. 
--[Wotanin  Kin. 

Mrs.  Daganett  was  Esther  Miller  when  here,  and  graduated  in  '89,  while 
Mrs.  Lillibridge  was  Annie  Thomas. 

Nothing  the  small  boys  enjoy  more  than  to  be  allowed  to  go  with  some 
responsible  person  to  the  creek  for  a swim.  On  Saturday,  quite  a party 
went  with  Alex.  Upshaw  and  Thomas  Marshall,  and  had  a royal  good  time. 
The  creek  is  about  a mile  from  the  school,  while  the  good  swimming  hole 
is  at  least  three  miles. 

Mr.  Norman's  little  daughter  Hattie  was  10  years  old  on  Wednesday,  and 
celebrated  the  event  by  a little  party  at  her  home  on  South  Bedford 
Street.  Mamie  Monchamp  and  Dosie  Morrel  were  among  those  invited  and 
say  they  had  a delightful  time.  Only  the  ice-cream,  cake  and 
watermelons  were  the  sufferers  of  the  occasion. 

Our  visitors,  Messrs.  Bradford  and  Parsons  of  Washington,  are  fast 
making  friends  among  the  Indian  boys  and  others  of  our  household.  They 
seem  to  enjoy  the  quiet,  the  trees,  the  birds  and  the  grass  of  our 
campus.  Mr.  Bradford  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  military  training 
which  the  boys  of  Washington  receive  in  their  high  schools.  While  it  is 
not  calculated  to  make  soldiers  of  the  boys  it  improves  their  carriage 
and  general  deportment. 

Crash!  Bang!  A noise  as  though  a great  meteor  from  Mars  had  struck 
the  roof,  startled  the  occupants  of  the  printing-office  last  Saturday 
afternoon  when  all  was  still.  A piece  of  iron,  probably  10x14  inches 
from  the  rim  of  the  smoke  stack  nearly  a hundred  feet  in  air,  had  broken 
from  its  place.  It  is  thought  by  some  that  lightning  struck  the  stack 
in  one  of  the  recent  severe  storms  and  caused  the  breakage,  but  we 
believe  that  theory  is  disclaimed  by  engineer  Weber. 

Randolph  Hill  came  in  from  his  farm  home  this  week,  without 
permission,  and  did  not  discover  until  he  got  here  that  he  had  made  a 
very  great  mistake.  He  saw  it  soon  after  he  arrived,  however,  and 
promised  to  go  back  if  his  employer  would  take  him  back.  A message  from 
the  farm  father  said  he  would,  if  Randolph  would  live  up  to  the  rules. 

He  has  gone  back  a wiser  boy,  and  to  make  a man  of  himself.  The  mistake 
cost  him  over  five  dollars  in  car  fare.  One  of  two  others  have  done  the 
same  thing,  and  have  found  that  such  work  does  not  pay. 


(continued  from  first  page) 


come  a useful  citizen  if  he  were  properly  encouraged. 

Then  whose  fault  is  it  that  he  is  as  we  see  him  today? 

Buffalo  Bill  pays  him  20,  30  or  possibly  50  dollars  a month  for 
several  summer  months,  and  all  expenses,  to  remain  Indian,  to  wear  the 
scalp-lock,  blanket,  and  all  the  glittering  toggery  in  which  it  is 
possible  for  an  Indian  to  bedeck  himself. 

He  pays  him  to  dance  the  wildest,  most  blood-thirsty  savage  dance 
known . 

He  pays  him  and  sixty  others  to  rob  stage  coaches  and  to  race  on 
horseback  around  the  track  shouting  the  war-whoop,  shooting  and  yelling 
till  the  peoples'  hair  stands  on  end. 

Such  savagery,  the  Indian  schools  of  the  country  are  trying  to  kill  in 

the  Indian,  giving  instead,  cultivation,  and  the  manly  arts. 

What  a pity  that  the  good  Government  which  spends  millions  annually  to 

educate  the  Indian  in  books  and  in  civilized  pursuits,  should  at  the 


same  time  permit  showmen  to  parade  the  fathers  of  the  children  through 
the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  Indian  in  the  savagery  of 
olden  times,  which  would  naturally  die  out,  if  schools  and  churches  and 
all  helps  to  true  citizenship  had  full  sway. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS  IN  REGARD  TO  INDIAN  TRIBES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Having  been  asked  to  give  information  about  various  Indian  tribes  of 
the  United  States  we  will  cheerfully  do  so  from  time  to  time  in  the  form 
of  questions  and  answers,  and  will  get  our  answers  from  official  reports 
as  well  as  from  other  sources.  The  tribe  specially  inquired  after  this 
week  by  an  interested  Bostonian,  is  the  Pawnee. 

Where  is  the  Pawnee  reservation? 

In  Oklahoma  Territory  about  75  miles  south  of  Arkansas  City,  Kansas. 

How  many  Pawnees  are  there? 

Only  702,  according  to  the  last  census. 

Have  they  not  decreased  in  numbers? 

Yes,  very  rapidly.  In  1875  when  they  moved  south  from  Nebraska,  (the 
writer  being  a part  of  the  caravan  which  crossed  the  plains  of  Nebraska, 
Kansas,  into  the  wilds  of  the  then  Indian  Territory  by  wagon)  the  tribe 
numbered  over  2,000. 

How  is  such  a large  falling  off  accounted  for? 

It  is  believed  to  be  on  account  of  change  from  a healthful  climate  to 
one  full  of  malaria,  and  also  to  their  entire  ignorance  of  sanitary 
laws . 

Most  of  them  must  have  died  during  the  first  years  there? 

True;  they  did.  The  first  and  second  summer  and  fall  they  died  by  the 
score  weekly,  and  the  nights  were  made  hideous  by  the  doleful  wailings 
of  mourning  parties  who  carried  the  dead  to  the  bluffs  for  burial. 

Are  the  Pawnees  a poor  people? 

Not  exactly,  now,  although  they  have  suffered  a great  deal  from  want 
of  proper  food  and  clothing. 

Last  year,  however  the  cash  annuity  they  received  amounted  to  $51,047, 
making  over  $70  for  each  man  woman  and  child  in  the  tribe;  so  that 
families  consisting  of  father,  mother  and  four  and  five  children 
received  four  or  five  hundred  dollars.  They  need  not  suffer  for  food 
and  clothing  as  long  as  that  amount  is  paid  them  annually,  but  the 
chances  are  that  they  do  not  make  good  use  of  their  money.  They  gamble 
it  away  or  use  it  up  before  it  comes  into  their  hands,  consequently 
always  seem  poor. 

Is  such  cash  annuity  of  real  benefit  to  the  Indian? 

No.  Scarcely  an  Indian  agent  in  the  service  but  will  maintain  that 
cash  annuity  leads  to  idleness,  gambling,  pauperism  and  vice  of  every 
description,  and  that  it  saps  the  ambition  and  vitality  from  the  tribe. 

Do  the  Pawnees  live  in  houses  or  tepees? 

Many  of  them  live  in  houses.  They  are  building  new  houses  all  the 
time,  "and  the  day  is  near"  says  one  who  is  with  them,  "when  the  tepee 
among  them  will  be  a curiosity." 

Have  the  Pawnees  a boarding  school? 

Yes,  with  an  average  attendance  last  year  of  124  students. 

Of  what  age  are  the  pupils? 

The  average  is  about  9 years,  according  to  Supt.  Goodman's  report.  He 
also  makes  the  statement  that  every  Pawnee  child  of  school  age  and 
suitable  health  attended  school  last  year,  either  at  home  or  some 
training  school. 

What  sort  of  games  do  the  children  enjoy? 

Those  who  have  been  to  school  and  associated  with  out-side  children 
have  many  of  the  same  games  that  other  children  play,  but  the  little 
camp  girl  who  has  never  been  to  school,  has  her  little  dollies  made  of 
rags,  which  she  straps  on  a little  board,  similar  to  the  one  her  mother 
carried  her  on.  They  play  with  the  puppies,  make  mud  figures,  play  with 
beans  and  imitate  their  mammas  the  same  as  white  children  try  to  do. 

How  do  the  little  boys  amuse  themselves? 

They  whip  the  top,  play  shinny,  throw  spear-like  sticks  gracefully 
through  the  air  at  long  distances,  and  shoot  a great  deal  with  bow  and 


arrow. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  9 letters. 

Gold  may  be  carried  in  my  2,  1,  7. 

Most  Indian  boys  like  a nice  9,  6,  4 on  the  neck. 

My  8,  3,  5,  9 means  a weight. 

My  whole  is  an  occurrence  among  the  small  boys  on  Tuesday,  the 
interesting  "point"  of  which  some  saw  very  clearly  before  they  were 
through  with  the  transaction. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Vacation  Days. 


-From  the  collection  of  the  Cumberland  County  Historical  Society, 
submitted  by  Barb  Landis 
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"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Aug  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

This  week  begins  the  first  of  a series  for  Native  Brothers  and 
Sisters  long  neglected  --  those  in  the  prisons  --  which  far  too 
many  of  our  People  have  seen  at  one  time  or  another  in  our  lives.  If 
there  is  ever  a time  our  People  need  our  support  it  is  when  they 
are  locked  in  the  dominant  society's  iron  houses,  where  they 
are  entombed  in  concrete  and  steel,  denied  any  connection  with  our  Mother 
the  Earth,  and  often  any  semblance  of  the  spiritual  or  cultural  support 
of  their  families,  community  and  ancestors. 

One  of  their  greatest  needs  is  to  know  that  someone  out  here 
shares  their  beliefs  and  cares  about  them  --  that  they  are  not 
alone  in  the  world.  Some  may  need  basic  spiritual  herbs  like 
sage,  sweetgrass,  cedar  and  tobacco  to  practice  their  ceremonies. 

I begin  this  series  by  thanking  Michael  "River"  Fox,  who  brought 
this  first  group  of  prisoners,  some  of  whom  are  on  death  row, 
to  my  attention.  It  is  no  surprise  that  the  first  prisoner  he 
mentions  is  Leonard  Peltier,  since  River  has  worked  tirelessly 
for  many  months  now  to  raise  support  for  Leonard. 

He  cautions  that  should  readers  choose  to  correspond  with  prisoners 
you  understand  that  some  of  them  are  where  they  are  because 
they  have  not  been  nice  people.  Be  wary  especially  of  granting 
requests  to  send  money.  Most,  however,  are  glad  just  for 
friendship  and  spiritual  support.  He  also  cautions  that  before 
sending  spiritual  or  ceremonial  items,  you  find  out  the  rules  of 
the  prison.  Often  these  items  are  ordinarily  considered  contraband, 
and  for  a prisoner  to  have  them,  they  must  be  sent  via  the  prison 
chaplain.  Write  the  prison  first  to  obtain  their  guidelines. 

Finally,  before  I give  some  names,  I end  by  quoting  River's  letter 
to  me. 

If  you  know  a brother  or  sister  in  the  "Iron  House,"  add  them  to  the 
list.  These  are  very  lone,  depressing  places.  May  you  always 
walk  with  the  Creator  in  a good  way. 

Send  all  correspondence  for  "Native  Prisoner"  to  evestar@juno.com 


- Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 


- Henry  Lee  Hunt  #0197656,  1300  Western  Blvd,  Raleigh,  NC  27606 

- Prince  Mahdi  Lemuel  Holmes,  #88698,  Turngy  Center  Anex, 

Route  One  Only,  TN  37140-9709 

- Pogey  L.  Schmidt  #29239  - S-D-139,  609  E.  Pence  Rd . , Western 

Missouri  Corr.  Center,  Camern,  MO  64429 

- lay  Hollek,  E.O.  #5319-A-Z-205,  P.O.  Box  1050,  Salinas  Valley 

State  Prison,  Soledad,  CA,  93960-1050 

- Harold  D.  Hicks,  E.F.  368485-01-83,  Calhoun  Corr.  Inst/P. 0.  Box  249, 

Morgan,  GA  31766 

"RE : Poem:  Knowing  and  Wishing  and  Hoping"  

Date:  Tue,  27  Aug  1996  19:53:50  -0400 

From:  "David  B.  Bowden"  <dbbowden@mindspring.com> 

Sub j : Knowing  and  Wishing  and  Hoping 

UUCP  email 

I cry  out  for  a spiritual  path  that  will  allow  me  to  go  to  the  creator 
in  a honest  way  with  myself. 

Knowing  the  world  to  be  a connected  place  with  all  things  sacred. 

Knowing  the  Earth  is  my  mother  on  a mind  level  and  feeling  such  with  my  sprit. 

Knowing  that  it  is  part  of  me  to  love  everyone. 

Knowing  the  things  that  are  valuable  are  not  materialistic  but  spiritual. 

Knowing  that  the  way  is  not  through  religions  that  place  value  on 

that  which  is  taking  but  that  which  is  sharing. 

Knowing  that  true  religion  comes  from  within. 

Knowing  that  all  things  of  the  creator  are  spirit 

Wishing  to  live  in  a community  that  honors  one  another  in  this  way 

Wishing  that  my  politics  and  that  of  others  did  not  get  in  the  way. 

Hoping  to  find  such  people 
Hoping  that  they  will  trust  me. 

Hoping  that  I will  trust  them. 

David  Bowden 

"RE;  Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  9 Aug  97  04:32:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  August  24-30 

AUKAKE 

(August) 

(Mahoe-mua) 

24 

My  dreams  are  shaped  in  the  ever-changing  clouds. 

25 

Love  is  a golden  bird  singing  in  a green  valley. 

26 

For  the  patient  spirit,  life  holds  many  rewards. 

27 

Listen  always  for  the  answers  to  questions  you  have  never  asked. 

28 

The  flower  is  nature's  work  of  art. 

29 

Life  is  a continuous  cycle  of  learning. 

30 

Curiosity  is  the  seed  of  knowledge. 


(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 


Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  14  Aug  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Sun,  10  Aug  1997  18:07:22  -0400 
From:  3ohn.0meara@lakeheadu.ca  (John  O'Meara) 

Sub j : 29th  Algonquian  Conference 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

29th  ALGONQUIAN  CONFERENCE 
THUNDER  BAY,  ONTARIO 
OCTOBER  24-26,  1997 
SECOND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  29th  Algonquian  Conference  will  take  place  from  October  24-26  1997  in 
Thunder  Bay,  Ontario,  Canada.  The  conference  is  being  organized  by 
Lakehead  University,  Thunder  Bay. 

The  organizers  welcome  topics  from  all  disciplines  relating  to  the 
Algonquian  peoples  (Ojibwe,  Cree,  Micmac,  Delaware,  Blackfoot,  Shawnee, 

Fox,  and  others) . The  Conference  traditionally  deals  with  art, 
archaeology,  ethnology,  history,  linguistics,  music,  literature,  religion, 
and  other  areas.  Contributors  are  encouraged  to  make  their  findings 
comprehensible  to  scholars  in  other  disciplines.  Papers  may  be  delivered 
in  English  or  French.  Each  paper  will  be  allocated  20  minutes  for 
presentation  and  10  minutes  for  discussion. 

The  organizers  are  planning  several  plenary  sessions.  Please  indicate  if 
you  would  be  interested  in  presenting  a paper  which  is  suitable  for  a 
plenary  session. 

Registration  fees  before  October  1,  1997  are  $40  Canadian  ($35  US)  for 
non-students,  $25  ($20  US)  for  students;  after  October  1 they  are  $45  ($40 
US)  for  non-students,  $30  ($25  US)  for  students. 

Please  make  cheques  / money  orders  payable  to  LAKEHEAD  UNIVERSITY. 
Contributors  should  send  titles  and  an  abstract  of  no  more  than  100  words 
by  September  1,  1997  to: 

John  O'Meara 
Faculty  of  Education 
Lakehead  University 
THUNDER  BAY,  ON  P7B  5E1 
CANADA 

For  further  information,  please  contact  3ohn  O'Meara  at  the  above  address 
telephone  807-343-8054;  fax  807-346-7746;  or  e-mail 
John . Omeara@lakeheadu . ca 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name: 

Address:  


Telephone: Fax: 

E-mail:  

Title  of  Presentation: 


Abstract:  Enclosed  To  Follow 


Please  indicate  any  equipment  required.  Please  let  us  know  in  advance  what 


your  requirements  are. 


Cheque  /Money  Order  For  Registration  Fee  Enclosed: 

Before  October  1: Non-student  ($40  CDN/$35  US) Student 

($25  CDN/$20  US) 

After  October  1: Non-student  ($45  CDN/$40  US) Student  ($30 

CDN/$25  US) 

TRAVEL  AND  ACCOMMODATION  INFORMATION 
29TH  ALGONQUIAN  CONFERENCE 

Getting  here.  Thunder  Bay  is  approximately  350  miles  (560  kilometres) 
north  of  Minneapolis  and  a similar  distance  east  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba. 
Thunder  Bay  is  served  by  air  with  direct  daily  flights  via  Toronto  and 
Winnipeg  (Air  Canada  and  Canadian  Airlines)  and  via  Minneapolis 
(Northwest) . Participants  planning  to  travel  by  car  or  bus  please  contact 
3ohn  O'Meara  directly  for  more  information  (807-343-8054;  e-mail 
3ohn.Omeara@lakeheadu.ca) . 

Accommodation.  The  designated  hotel  for  the  Algonquian  Conference  is  the 
Prince  Arthur  Hotel,  overlooking  Lake  Superior.  A block  of  rooms  has  been 
reserved  for  the  Conference,  and  all  sessions  will  be  held  at  the  Prince 
Arthur  Hotel. 

Important!!  When  making  reservations,  please  be  certain  to  mention  that 
you  are  attending  the  Algonquian  Conference.  The  more  people  make 
reservations  at  the  Prince  Arthur  for  the  Algonquian  Conference,  the  less 
we  pay  for  meeting  rooms. 

Prince  Arthur  Hotel 
17  North  Cumberland  Street 
Thunder  Bay,  ON  P7K  4K8 
Canada 

1-800-267-2675 
807-345-5411 
Fax  807-345-8565 

Rates:  single  or  double  room  $59  (taxes  not  included) 

Transportation  from  the  airport.  The  Prince  Arthur  Hotel  offers  a free 
shuttle  bus  to  and  from  the  Thunder  Bay  Airport.  When  you  make  your  hotel 
reservation  give  them  your  flight  information  and  the  shuttle  bus  will 
meet  you  at  the  Airport.  Alternatively  you  may  phone  the  Hotel  upon 
arrival  using  the  courtesy  phone  in  the  Airport  lobby. 

A taxi  from  the  Airport  to  the  Prince  Arthur  Hotel  costs  approximately 
$15.00  ($10.00  US). 

Conference  registration . Registration  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  October 
23  from  6-9  pm  in  the  Prince  Arthur  Hotel.  The  registration  desk  will  also 
be  open  on  Friday  and  Saturday. 

3ohn  O'Meara 

Native  Language  Instructors'  Program,  Faculty  of  Education 

Lakehead  University 

Thunder  Bay,  ON  P7B  5E1  Canada 

E-mail:  john.omeara@Lakeheadu.ca  Phone:  807-343-8054  FAX:  807-346-7746 
(WWW:  personal)  http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~jomeara 

(WWW:  Native  Languages)  http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~nlpwww 

(WWW:  1997  Algonquian  Conference)  http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~AlgConf97 


Date:  Wed,  06  Aug  1997  16:25:12  -0700 
From:  Don  Ross  <hawktree@cstone.net> 

Sub j : VA  Pow  Wow 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

2nd  Annual  Gathering  of  The  People 

Located  in  Nelson  Co.  Va.  at  the  Rockfish  Fire  Dept. 

Sept.  5th,  6th,  and  7th  All  Drums  Welcome,  Day  money  paid  to 
participating  Dancers.  Vender  space  available. 

for  more  info  call:  Michael  Raven  Horse  or  Carrie  Spotted  Eagle  at 
(804)384-7895  or  fax  (804)384-9363 


Date:  5 Aug  1997  10:14:21  -0400 
From:  NativeEvents@caraveo.com 
Sub  j : Native  Events 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

These  NEW  event  listings  have  been  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Native  Events 
Calendar  Visit  us  at  http://www.caraveo.com/native/ 

Note:  The  state  codes  may  not  be  correct  for  Mexico  and  Canada  listings 


An  Evening  of  Yaqui  Wisdom 
8/14/1997 

State:  CA  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

During  this  special  evening  with  Tezlkaci  Gnitime-a  Cachora  you  will  be 
introduced  to  the  sacred  world  of  the  Yaqui.  You  will  learn  from  ancient  oral 
traditions  and  discover  spiritual  tools  you  can  use  every  day  to  live  in  greater 
harmony  and  balance.  Come  and  join  us  as  we  discover  the  Way  to  the  Infinite 
and  the  "good  spirit"  in  plants  & nature  during  this  rare  opportunity  to  learn 
from  a true  Doctor  del  Campo  and  Yaqui  "man  of  knowledge." 

For  more  information 

please  contact  Our  Mystic  Isle  at  (619)  465-3100 
or  Aguila  at  (619)  596-9810. 


6th  Annual  NAAD  Pow-Wow,  Topsham  Fairgrounds,  Topsham,  Maine. 
9/6/1997 

State:  ME  Country:  USA  Type:  Powwow 

NAAD  has  moved  from  Cumberland  To  Topsham,  Maine! 

This  years  host  drums: 

Red  Willow,  Good  Thunder,  Moose  Spirit 
Invited  Drums:  Four  Winds,  Red  Eagle 
Storyteller:  Jackie  Crow 
Flute:  Hawk 

Native  Food:  Mohawk  Soup 

Kitchen,  MicMac  Kitchen,  Cricket  Lodge 

PLUS  a special  concert  Sunday  at  11AM  featuring  the  "SHAW  BROTHERS", 
whose  works  include  "I'd  Like  to  Teach  the  World  To  Sing  In  Perfect 
Harmony"  and  "New  Hampshire  Naturally". 

Information  Contact: 

F.  Scottie  Wilcox  at  207-339-9520.  Sorry  no  Traders 
space  left  for  this  years  event! 


Castle  Bridge  Players 
11/9/1997 

State:  NY  Country:  USA  Type:  Other 

This  is  a marionette  presentation,  where  a grandmother  finds  2 children 
lost  in  a snowy  nite,  and  shelters  them  with  a blanket  of  tales,  taken  from 
var 


From  gans@netcom.com  Thu  Aug  21  01:17:57  1997 
Date:  Tue,  19  Aug  1997  23:07:41  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.034 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 o 0 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Big  Mountain,  Nat-Rel  & 
Paths-L  lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
North  American  Spirit  Lodge;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"The  red  men  knew  nothing  of  trouble  until  it  came  from  the  white  men. 

As  soon  as  they  crossed  the  great  waters  they  wanted  our  country,  and 
in  return  have  always  been  ready  to  teach  us  to  quarrel  about  their 
religion.  Red  Jacket  can  never  be  the  friend  of  such  men.  If  they 
(the  Indians)  were  raised  among  white  people,  and  learned  to  work  and 
read  as  they  do  it  would  only  make  the  situation  worse." 

Chief  Red  Jacket,  Seneca 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
t Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  | 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 


I to  the  democratic  principles  | 
t of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

! Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

| as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

j so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 


opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Read  Red  Jacket's  quote  above.  We  have  learned  to  quarrel  about  many 
things.  Read  about  factions  at  Sun  Dances  in  the  articles  in  this  issue. 
Read  about  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  turning  on  itself. 


Read  and  weep  for  the  things  we  fight  among  ourselves  over,  when  elders 
and  children  suffer  for  too  few  clothes  and  too  little  food.  What  is  to 
become  of  the  First  People  if  those  who  occupy  our  lands  and  rule  our  lives 
are  also  able  to  make  us  dance  like  marionettes,  quarreling  among  ourselves, 
while  they  laugh  and  take  what  is  left  of  our  land,  our  ways,  our  pride? 


Some  have  asked  how  they  can  help.  Here's  a thought.  If  you  cannot  send 
clothing  (not  worn  rags,  clothing)  or  food  to  those  in  need  there  is  another 
way  you  can  help  elders  preserve  the  traditions  in  a very  non-traditional 
way.  Often,  these  elders  are  called  on  to  bring  healing  or  teachings  to 
places  far  distant  from  the  reservations  they  live  on.  For  a number  of 
reasons  it  is  often  presumed  these  elders  consider  this  such  an  honor  that 
offering  to  buy  gasoline  to  get  them  there  is  an  insult.  Then,  there  is 
the  inevitable  road  hazard.  Consider  one  of  those  pre-paid  phone  cards  as 
a gift  to  one  of  the  elders.  It  will  help  them  call  home,  get  help  when 
they  need  it,  let  those  who  love  them  know  they  are  safe. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Statement  by  Ramsey  Clark 

- Freedom  of  Leonard  Peltier 

- Buffalo  Nations  Update 

- Pine  Ridge  Sundance 

- Spiritual  Meeting 

- Bear  Lincoln  Case  Synopsis 

- Violence  in  Tahlequah 

- Cherokee  Constitutional  Crises 

- Valid  Tribal  Court 

- Gustafsen:  Lightbown  Interview 

- Ban  the  "s"  Word 

- Innu  denounces  Quebec  to  UN 

- Is  Hawaii  a Really  State 

- 9th  Circuit  Court  Decision-Part  III 

- Sovereignty/Part  3 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- In  Remembrance  of  The  People 

- Public  Law  95-341 

- Christopher  Daniels  Legal  Fund 

- Prayers  for  a Young  Brother 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Poem:  A Willing  Life? 


Part  B:  NATIVE- L list 


THIS 


ISSUE 


CONTAINS 


NO 


THIS 


ISSUE 


CONTAINS 


NO 
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PART  B 


PART  B 


CONTAINS 


NO 


- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline  PART  B 

"RE : Statement  by  Ramsey  Clark"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Aug  1997  12:36:48  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - LEONARD  PELTIER  #1 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

Sub j : [Fwd:  Statement  by  Ramsey  Clark] 

Date:  97-08-17  12:04:31  EDT 

From:  FREEPLTIER@aol.com 

Date:  Sun,  17  Aug  1997  10:54:33  -0400  (EDT) 

The  following  website  was  recently  brought  to  my  attention.  I had  the  honor 
of  hearing  Mr.  Clark  speak  at  the  World-wide  Clemency  Conference  in  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma . 

Ramsey  Clark  is  a former  United  States  Attorney  General  and  is  an  avid 
supporter  of  freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

I urge  you  all  to  visit  : <A  HREF="http://www.dickshovel.com/clark.html">http 
//www. dickshovel .com/c lark. html</A> 

and  read  the  powerful  statement  he  made  on  Dune  20th,  1997  to  the  Native 
American  Dournalists  Association's  Annual  Conference. 

The  following  is  a short  excerpt... 

"Our  duty,  all  of  us,  is  to  see  that  it  is  just  and  good  and  it  is 
imperative  that  we  recognize  the  enormity  of  the  crimes  that  those  who 
came  from  Europe  have  committed  against  those  who  Will  Rogers  said  were 
'at  the  dock  to  meet  the  Mayflower '... Leonard  Peltier  is  the  symbol  of  the 
struggle . " 

Please  visit  this  web  site  and  read  how  Mr.  Clark  proves  the  innocence  of 
Leonard,  and  calls  for  everyone's  assistance  in  making  his  freedom  a reality. 

"Justice  will  only  be  achieved  when  those  who  are  not  injured  by  crime  are 
as  indignant  as  those  who  are." 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER. 

In  Struggle, 

Andy 


"RE;  Freedom  of  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Sun,  17  Aug  1997  13:39:17  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Subject:  N.A.S.L.  - LEONARD  PELTIER  #2 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  WAS  TAKEN/COPIED  FROM  THE  FOLLOWING  WEBPAGE: 
http: //www. dickshovel . com/c la r k. html 

PLEASE  VISIT  THIS  WEBPAGE  WHERE  YOU  CAN  SIGN  THE  PETITION  THEREIN  INCLUDED 
WHICH  BASICALLY  STATES  THE  FOLLOWING: 

"By  My  Signature  I Support  The  Granting  Of  A Presidential  Pardon  For 

LEONARD  PELTIER" 

"FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER" 

NOTE:  Presentation  by  Ramsey  Clark,  former  U.S.  Attorney  General, 

regarding  Leonard  Peltier  made  on  Dune  20,  1997  at  the  Native 
American  Dournalists  Association's  Annual  Conference 


I want  to  tell  you  why  the  freedom  of  Leonard  Peltier  is  so  important. 
There  are  well  over  200  million  indigenous  people  on  the  planet.  I 
personally  feel  that  there  are  over  300  million,  but  counters  would  say 
maybe  250  million.  They  live  on  six  continents  and  on  countless  numbers  of 
islands.  And  everywhere  they  are  the  most  endangered  of  human  species.  Yet 
the  survival  of  humanity  depends  upon  their  salvation.  They  were  the 
people  who  were  there  first.  The  others  always  came  in  greater  numbers  and 
technology.  Usually  forced  out  by  war,  or  lack  of  adequate  food,  whatever, 
from  cultures  that  had  sophisticated  means  of  domination,  the  indigenous 
people  everywhere  are  a spiritual  people.  I would  think  because  they  are 
close  to  nature.  It's  inherent  really.  Where  are  they,  but  on  the  land  - 
Not  like  folks  like  me  that  started  out  on  the  land  in  Texas  and  now  live 
on  the  pavement  in  New  York  City. 

What  would  we  think  of  the  species  if  it  permitted  the  continuation  of 
the  onslaught  against  indigenous  peoples?  Yet,  where  do  you  see 
resistance?  Where  do  you  see  understanding  and  commitment  - to  more  than 
their  survival,  to  their  prevailing? 

In  Guatemala,  still  70%  of  the  population  is  indigenous.  Their 
renaissance  in  their  culture  is  stunning  to  see.  But  the  repression  of  the 
people,  the  systemic  triage,  literally  the  elimination  of  a third,  by 
violence  - physical  and  psychological,  hunger  and  all  the  rest,  is 
stunning. 

In  Peru,  the  poverty  of  the  indigenous  people  is  unbearable.  In  many 
places,  they  are  just  barely  hanging  on. 

If  in  these  United  States,  our  Indian  people  cannot  through  vision  and 
courage  and  unity  and  compassion  prevail,  what  hope  any  place  on  earth  is 
there  for  indigenous  people? 

This  is  it,  for  better  or  worse.  Because  whether  it's  evil  or  good,  this 
is  the  empire.  Our  duty,  all  of  us,  is  to  see  that  it  is  just  and  good  and 
it  is  imperative  that  we  recognize  the  enormity  of  the  crimes  that  those 
who  came  from  Europe  have  committed  against  those  who  Will  Rogers  said 
were  "at  the  dock  to  meet  the  Mayflower." 

And  if  we  fail,  who  would  want  to  be  a part  of  what's  left?  Because  it 
would  be  a genocidal  society  that  had  succeeded  in  its  genocide,  in  the 
extermination  of  not  just  a peoples,  but  of  right  and  decency  and  justice. 

Leonard  Peltier  is  the  symbol  of  the  struggle.  Outside  of  this  country, 
he  is  outside  of  movie  stars  and  maybe  a few  athletes,  like  Mohammed  Ali, 
one  of  the  best  known  Americans.  And  they  see  in  him  the  struggle  of  our 
indigenous  people,  for  their  dignity,  for  their  sovereignty,  for  their 
future.  And  they  wonder  how  it  is  that  he's  been  held  so  long? 

I think  I can  explain  beyond  serious  doubt,  that  Leonard  Peltier  has 
committed  no  crime  whatsoever.  But  that  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  firing  a 
gun  that  killed  a FBI  Agent,  it  was  in  defense  of  not  just  his  people  but 
the  integrity  of  humanity,  from  domination  and  exploitation. 

You  have  to  remember  no  witness  really  said  they  saw  Leonard  take  aim  at 
anybody.  No  witness  said  they  heard  him  shoot  at  the  time  he  could  have 
killed  an  agent.  There  was  no  evidence  that  he  did  it,  except  fabricated, 
circumstantial  evidence,  overwhelmingly  misused,  concealed  and  perverted. 

Among  the  things  withheld  in  the  trial  were  the  staggering  violence  on 
Pine  Ridge,  that  it  existed  certainty  before  Wounded  Knee  #2  in  1973.  It 
had  accelerated  enormously. 

At  the  time  of  Wounded  Knee  in  1973,  there  were  only  a few  FBI  agents  in 
the  whole  state  of  South  Dakota,  and  frequently  just  one.  But  by  1975, 
there  were  60.  In  proportion  to  the  population,  that  was  staggeringly  high. 
And  more  than  40  Indian  peoples  on  that  reservation  had  died  violent 
deaths,  overwhelmingly  from  activity  provoked  by  the  federal  government. 

And  there  is  little  doubt  about  it. 

An  organization  that  proudly  called  itself  the  GOONS,  Guardians  of  the 
Oglala  Nation,  we  now  know  were  provided  with  weapons,  training  and 
motivation  - to  create  violence. 

In  March  of  1975,  seven  people  were  killed  by  violence.  And  that's  why 
the  traditional  people,  the  elders,  asked  AIM  (the  American  Indian 
Movement)  to  send  some  people  to  help  protect  them.  And  I say,  thank  God. 
That  there  was  some  young  Indians  that  said  'I'll  go.'  'I'm  not  going  to 
see  our  people  be  eliminated  by  violence. ' Fewer  than  17  came,  6 men,  and 


they  came  to  protect  tribal  people,  traditional  Indians  from  violence  by 
our  government. 

These  things  are  all  interrelated.  We  should  never  forget  Martin  Luther 
King's  heartbreaking  words  in  1967,  when  he  came  out  against  the  war  in 
Vietnam  and  he  said,  "The  greatest  purveyor  of  violence  on  earth  is  my  own 
government."  What  an  awful  thing  to  have  to  say.  But  there  is  no  question 
that  our  own  government  was  generating  violence  constantly  on  the  Pine 
Ridge  reservation  as  a means  of  control  and  domination.  We  now  know,  from 
December  of  1995  (released  documents),  that  FBI  had  people  in  place  at 
least  20  minutes  before  the  two  cars  that  drove  down  into  the  lumping  Bull 
compound  arrived.  They  were  preparing  for  a major  act. 

They  had  a judge  who  excluded  background  evidence.  The  greatest 
exclusion  was  all  of  this  violence.  'Why  were  these  men  there?  Why  was 
Leonard  Peltier  there?'  He  was  there  to  protect  people  who  were  being 
killed  If  that's  a crime,  where  are  we? 

It's  amazing  to  me  still,  how  they  talk  about  Myrtle  Poor  Bear,  and 
blame  her  for  not  telling  the  truth.  Because  after  it  was  all  over,  some 
agent  came  before  the  press  and  said  'there's  not  a scintilla  of  evidence, 

' his  word  - scintilla,  not  a spark  of  evidence  'that  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  was 
a witness  to  anything.'  She  wasn't  there,  that's  what  he  said.  Now  do  you 
think  she  just  came  forward  and  volunteered  three  affidavits?  Not  on  your 
life.  What  did  that  poor  woman  go  through?  What  type  of  abuse?  You  can  see 
that's  the  same  sort  of  manipulation  of  a whole  reservation  sometimes, 
can't  you?  Of  a whole  population.  But  here  they've  got  their  hands  on  her 
head . 

I have  a retarded  daughter.  I love  retarded  people.  Poor  Bear  was  easy 
to  manipulate.  She  was  not  a coherent  person.  Her  first  affidavit  said  she 
didn't  see  anything.  And  then  two  more,  and  what  did  they  do  when  they  got 
them,  whamee,  off  to  Canada'  as  fast  as  they  could  go.  What  a shameful 
act!  What  a criminal  act!  Think  of  how  they  treated  her.  Where  is  there 
any  respect  for  humanity  among  people  who  would  treat  a human  being  that 
way?  And  take  advantage  that  way,  for  an  end,  to  get  Leonard  Peltier  and 
bring  him  back  here. 

The  other  concealments  that  they  went  through  are  unbelievable.  The  FBI 
laboratory,  is  the  subject  of  a whole  series  of  reports  that  condemn  it 
for  fabricating  evidence,  for  falsifying  evidence,  for  incompetence  in 
evaluation  of  evidence.  Yet  the  extenuated  nature  of  the  only  evidence 
against  Leonard  Peltier  is  so  absurd  that  if  it  were  a good  laboratory,  it 
wouldn't  be  worth  anything.  They  covered  up  lab  reports  that  said  they 
could  not  connect  the  one  bullet  - it  wasn't  the  bullet  but  the  casing  - 
an  expended  casing  - they  could  not  connect  it  with  what  I was  called  the 
"Wichita  AR-15."  It's  an  adaptation  of  the  standard  Army  M-16  rifle.  They 
said  they  could  not  match  it  with  the  Wichita  gun  or  rifle,  which  was  the 
gun  they  were  trying  to  place  in  Leonard  Peltier's  hands,  except  it  was 
found  in  the  van  that  blew  up  just  outside  of  Wichita,  as  it  was  driving 
down  there  And  Leonard  Peltier  wasn't  within  1,500  miles  of  it.  So  how 
does  that  get  to  be  his  rifle  in  the  first  place?  Well,  they  had  a plan 
for  that. 

The  FBI  said  there  was  only  one  AR-15  rifle  on  the  reservation.  But  that 
was  absolutely  false.  And  the  courts  have  now  declared,  without  question, 
that  there  were  multiple  numbers  of  AR-15s  there,  and  M-16s  as  well,  which 
fire  the  same  223  cartridge,  which  is  a high  velocity  cartridge  that 
killed  these  FBI  agents. 

They  reenacted  a scene  for  which  they  had  no  evidence  whatsoever,  in 
which  Lynn  Crooks,  the  main  prosecutor  who  is  still  with  the  case,  stood 
up  in  front  of  the  jury  and  said  one  agent  was  suffering  from  having  been 
hit  at  a distance  and  he  put  his  hand  in  front  of  his  head  and  pleaded  not 
to  be  shot  and  was  shot  through  the  hand  and  killed  by  Leonard  Peltier  who 
then  whirled  and  shot  the  other  agent  and  killed  him,  both  at  point  lank 
range . 

The  only  problem  was  there  was  absolutely  no  evidence  of  that,  no 
witness  testified  to  anything  like  that.  And  you  know  what  he  said,  across 
the  river  here  in  St.  Paul,  on  Nov.  12,  1993,  from  the  man  who  was  on  the 
case  as  a prosecutor  from  the  beginning,  and  is  still  on  it,  "We  do  not 
know  who  shot  the  two  agents."  That's  a quote..  "We  do  not  know  who  shot 


the  two  agents."  Leonard  Peltier  is  in  prison,  and  has  been  there  22  years 
He's  there,  convicted  on  two  counts  of  murder,  and  he's  serving  two  life 
sentences  And  the  government  has  said,  "We  do  not  know  who  did  it,"  and  he 
went  beyond  that  and  said,  "We  did  not  prove  who  did  it."  And  he  went 
beyond  that  and  said,  "All  we  proved  was  that  he  participated." 

Well,  Leonard  was  on  the  compound,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that.  And  he 
was  down  at  Tent  City  when  the  shooting  started.  And  he  pulled  on  his 
boots  and  grabbed  a rifle  and  ran  up  there  as  fast  as  he  could.  He  went 
straight  to  Harry  Dumping  Bulls  house.  Because  those  are  the  people  he's 
trying  to  protect..  They  weren't  there  He  could  hear  children  in  another 
house  and  he  ran  over  there,  people  shooting  at  him  the  whole  way.  When 
Then  he  got  there  he  realized,  he  was  drawing  fire.  The  best  thing  he 
could  do  to  protect  the  kids  was  'how's  he  going  to  get  them  out  of  there, 

' you  can't  even  tell  where  all  the  shooting's  coming  from.  So  he  took  a 
chance  on  getting  out  by  himself  again,  telling  the  kids  to  get  under  the 
bed  and  stay  there,  because  he  wasn't  going  to  draw  fire  to  that  house. 
They  were  shooting  at  the  house,  once  they  saw  him  run  in  there.  You  know 
you  could  go  on  like  that  for  a long  time,  with  all  of  the  evidence  that 
wasn't  there. 

They  have  nothing  except  hatred  and  the  desire  to  maintain  the 
domination  of  the  federal  government  that's  existed  over  the  Indian  people 
for  these  too  many  dishonorable  centuries  now.  To  hold  Leonard  Peltier. 

And  the  government  itself,  let  me  say  one  thing  about  their  statement  that 
they  do  not  know  who  killed  the  agents.  It's  not  a mistake.  And  it's  not  a 
confession.  It  was  a necessity.  Because  in  that  appellate  argument,  if 
they  had  maintained  that  they  had  proven  who  the  assassin  of  those  two  FBI 
agents  was,  there  would  have  to  be  a reversal  because  there  was  no 
evidence  of  it.  So  they  had  to  maintain  the  argument  that  he  was  convicted 
for  aiding  and  abetting.  Which  means  he  was  aiding  them,  like  'can  I hold 
your  coat,'  or  'your  shoes  are  dusty.  Let  me  brush  them  off.' 

It  was  a legal  necessity,  but  you  can't  have  it  both  ways.  And  the  fact 
is,  they  didn't  have  to  tell  us  they  didn't  know  who  shot  the  agents.  The 
whole  record  shows  they  don't  know  who  shot  the  agents.  And  they  don't 
want  anybody  else  to  know.  Because  they  want  the  world  to  believe  that 
Leonard  Peltier  is  guilty.  Because  they  have  staked  their  reputation  on  it 

If  we  can't  rise  up  and  free  him,  what  are  we  worth  and  what  is  the 
future  of  the  country? 

The  Indians  of  Mexico  are  incredible,  like  the  Zapotec's,  with  their  art 
Leonard  is  a wonderful  artist.  He  is  a great  human  spirit.  When  I look  at 
his  paintings  of  'Big  Mountain  Lady'  as  he  calls  her,  you  can  see  the 
nobility  of  his  soul.  Here  is  this  elder  woman,  tears  streaming  down  her 
face,  as  the  US  is  opening  the  spiritual  land  of  Big  Mountain  to  mining. 
Come  in  there  and  rape  the  land,  you  know,  for  gravel,  or  whatever  it  is 
you  want.  Don't  worry  about  nature  or  nature's  people. 

Leonard's  paintings  are  on  four  continents  to  my  knowledge.  I bet 
they're  on  six,  but  I'm  not  sure.  It's  takes  time  to  catch  up  with  people 
trading  them.  It's  part  of  his  power.  He  is  able  to  communicate  through 
his  art,  his  painting  - the  truth  and  life  and  the  spirituality  of  the 
Indian  people.  And  he  is  in  prison. 

And  sadly,  I have  to  comment  as  his  lawyer,  that  his  health  is  not  good. 
He  needs  surgery  and  he  doesn't  want  it,  because  when  he  first  when  in  for 
this  same  surgery,  he  nearly  died.  He  had  to  have  six  transfusions. 
Unbelievable.  Other  problems,  he's  been  in  much  too  long.  It's  not  that  he 
ought  to  be  out  now'  he  should  never  have  been  in  in  the  first  place. 

Never . 

And  every  day  is  a new  crime,  every  dawn  is  a new  crime,  every  dusk  is  a 
new  crime  against  the  dignity  of  the  Indian  peoples.  Because  while  Leonard 
Peltier  is  in  prison,  we  all  are. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  can  commute  that  sentence  in  the  name 
of  justice  any  moment  he  wants  to.  He  has  the  power,  complete  and  absolute 
under  the  Constitution. 

Leonard  really  wants  the  commutation,  because  that  conviction  is  just  a 
trial,  an  acquittal  is  just  a trial.  Release  from  a pardon  board  after  a 
conviction  is  just  what  some  bureaucrats  decide  to  do  with  your  life.  But 
a commutation  is  a statement  from  the  Head  of  State,  that  this  person 


should  be  free.  It's  a political  statement  from  the  highest  office  of  our 
government  that  this  person  should  be  free,  and  we  have  to  demand  that  it 
happens  and  we  have  to  demand  that  it  happens  this  year.  It  can  happen 
this  year,  if  we  organize  and  work.  It  will  happen  this  year.  It's 
imperative  that  we  do  it. 

And  while  we  don't,  we  ought  to  remember  back  to  Benito  Duarez,,  a full- 
blooded  Zapotec  Indian,  who  twice  became  the  president  of  Mexico,  and 
whose  words  are  inscribed  just  outside  the  general  assembly  of  the  United 
Nations  chamber's  auditorium,  inside  the  UN  building.  Duarez  found  the 
wisdom  and  understanding  in  a few  words  the  story  of  violence  in  our 
history.  He  said,  "A  respect  for  the  rights  of  others  is  peace."  It's  true. 
Until  Leonard  Peltier's  rights  are  respected,  there  can  be  no  peace  in  our 
hearts  and  our  minds,  or  if  we  have  courage,  in  our  bodies. 

For  the  good  of  indigenous  people  everywhere,  and  all  those  who  depend 
on  them,  which  is  everybody  else,  it  is  imperative  that  we,  you  and  I, 
secure  the  freedom  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

Thank  you. 
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Sub j : buffalo  update 
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Buffalo  Nations  Update 

* Newsletters 

Over  60,000  copies  of  Buffalo  Nations  and  Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers 
newsletters  have  been  distributed  all  over  the  world.  These  news  letters 
informed  people  of  the  1100  buffalo  slaughtered  by  the  state  of  Montana 
and  discussed  some  feasible  alternatives  to  stop  the  killing. 

* Distribution 

1)  Presence  in  Yellowstone  National  Park-  Since  Dune  1997  Buffalo 
Nations  has  tabled  both  inside  the  Park  and  surrounding  towns.,  providing 
educational  outreach  materials.  These  tables  are  instrumental  in  educating 
thousands  of  tourists  who  do  not  completely  understand  the  severity  of  the 
issue . 

2)  Over  200  business  in  Montana  alone  are  distributing  both  newsletters. 
(Many  other  stores,  groups  and  individuals  are  distributing  throughout  the 

u.s.) 

3)  Buffalo  Bus-A  VW  van  converted  into  a three  dimensional  buffalo  with 
the  Buffalo  Nations  name,  address  and  phone  on  the  side.  As  imagined,  the 
buffalo  bus  is  a real  eye-catcher  and  makes  appearances  at  fairs  and  other 
major  events. 

* Mailing  List/  Membership 

1)  Tabling,  business  distributions,  individual  and  group  outreach 
programs  have  helped  compile  an  active  mailing  list  of  over  7000  people 
wishing  to  lend  support. 

2)  Approximately  3500  concerned  citizens  have  either  sent  donations  or 
or  signed  up  to  be  Buffalo  Nations  members. 

* Conferences 

1)  Holding  a conference  of  traditional  Native  American  elders  to  come 
together  on  a solution  to  the  buffalo  slaughter. 

* Federal  Buffalo  Bill 

1)  Formulating  a Bill  to  be  introduced  to  the  United  States  Congress  on 
protecting  the  last  wild  buffalo  herd. 

2)  Sending  and  funding  a lobbyist  to  Washington  D.C.  to  push  the  Bill. 

* Media  Out  Reach 

1)  Producing  a 5 minute,  3 minute,  and  three  30  second  public  service 
announcements  on  the  buffalo  slaughter  and  information  on  proposed 
legislation . 

2)  Producing  an  hour  long  documentary  about  the  slaughter  for  a 
national  television  broadcast 

* Winter  Campaign 


1)  Offer  a buffalo  hazing  service  to  ranchers  who  in  past  years  have  had 
no  other  alternatives  than  to  have  the  buffalo  killed  by  the  Montana 
Department  of  Livestock.  The  service  will  be  provided  to  two  towns  where 
buffalo  are  killed  , West  Yellowstone  and  Gardiner , Montana. 

2)  Repairing  fences  of  local  ranchers  that  are  damaged  by  the  buffalo 
and  other  wildlife  as  they  migrate  to  traditional  wintering  grounds. 

3)  Contact  local  ranch  supplies  stores  and  request  donations  that  will 
enable  quality  repairs. 

4)  Organize  hazing  efforts  with  the  aid  of  snowmobiles,  cross-country 
skis,  and  snowshoes  to  prevent  the  buffalo  from  being  killed  as  they  wander 
into  the  state  of  Montana. 

5)  Feeding  the  buffalo  if  necessary,  to  keep  them  from  coming  into 
Montana . 

6)  Conducting  aerial  fly-overs  with  Project  LightHawk  to  document  the 
condition  of  the  buffalo  herd  inside  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

7)  Document  and  distribute  all  occurrences  of  the  winter  by  video, 
photos  and  news  stories. 

8)  Keeping  concerned  citizens,  businesses,  groups,  our  mailing  list 
and  members  informed  of  the  situation  as  it  develops  through  newsletter 
updates,  e-mail  and  videos. 

* How  You  Can  Help 

1)  Volunteer  to  come  out  to  Montana  this  winter  and  help  with  the 
campaign . 

2)  Contact  us  about  the  Buffalo  Bill  and  start  phone  trees,  letter 
writing  and  petition  signing  campaigns  in  your  state  to  get  it  passed. 

3)  Help  distribute  our  all  ready  existing  newsletters  in  your 
communities . 

4)  Internships-  Earn  college  credits  while  saving  buffalo. 

* Buffalo  Nations-  NEEDS  LIST 
Computer 

Fax  Machine 

Snowmobiles  and  Trailer 
Snowshoes 

Cross-country  Skis 
4-wheel  drive  trucks 
snow  tires 
Wall  Tents 

Wood  Stoves  for  wall  tents 
Propane  Heater 
cooking  gear 

winter-  boots, clothing,  gloves,  hats 
chain  saws,  axes,  splitting  maul 
winter  sleeping  bags 
cots 

thermal  rests 
tarps 

Video  Camera  (Sony  digital  3 chip)  & tapes 
Media  100  Software  for  Macintosh 
35  mm  Cameras 
film 

VCR  machine  (for  dubs) 

Video  tapes 

Fence  repair  supplies  (wood,  tools,  etc.) 

Food 

File  Cabinets 

tax  deductible  money  donations 

Contact  Buffalo  Nations  at: 

Buffalo  Nations 
P.0.  Box  242 

Gardiner,  Mt.  59030-0242 
p-  406-848-9867 
f-  406-848-7694 

e-mail -buffalo(3wild  roc  kies  .org 
Michael  S.  Mease 


PO  Box  7941 
Missoula  MT  59807 
406-728-0867  phone  & fax 
mease@wildrockies.org 

"RE : Pine  Ridge  Sundance"  

Date:  Sat,  16  Aug  1997  22:38:22  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  leslie@neca.com 
Sub j : Pine  Ridge  Sundance 

UUCP  email 

Greetings : 

Those  of  us  who  attended  David  Swallow's  Sundance  were  very  fortunate  to 
do  so.  Perhaps  many  of  you  have  read  the  latest  few  issues  of  Indian  Country 
Today,  where  David  and  his  brothers  were  targeted  for  accepting  money  for 
conducting  ceremonies. 

When  these  accusations  first  came  out,  Val  and  I defended  David.  We  still 
stand  by  him.  We  know  him  and  we  know  what  it  is  like  there  on  the 
reservation  where  the  OSTC  has  so  much  and  most  others  have  so  little.  We 
have  seen  this. 

Tree  Day  was  a struggle. . .the  White  River  ran  really  high... about  chest 
high,  not  everyone  could  get  over  and  there  were  some  difficult  crossings. 

It  was  really  hard  to  get  that  tree. 

Davids  sundance  was  disrupted  the  first  day.  The  armed  OSTC,  ATF,  FBI,  and 
BIA  enforcers  were  there  along  with  Lyman  Red  Cloud. 

There  was  some  shoving  ( Pansy  was  pushed  by  a uniform)  Pansy  is  the  womens 
Sundance  Leader. . 

But  mostly,  there  was  discussion  back  and  forth  over  a trumped  up  charge 
by  Lyman  that  we  were  all  trespassing. 

Richard  Swallow  went  right  into  Pine  Ridge  and  that  trespassing  charge  was 
thrown  out  for  lack  of  proof. . the  woman  who  brought  the  charges  told  the 
Dudge  that  her  children  told  her  that  it  was  her  land..!!!!. 

We  were  told  that  the  Tokala  would  be  bothering  us, . . .they  had  threatened 
to... and  they  tried  to... 

( Of  course  there  are  more  details  but,  hey...) 

We  were  buzzed  by  a military  helicopter  during  our  Sundance  and  a Stealth 
plane  flew  overhead  . Ostensibly  looking  for  eagle  feathers  maybe?  None  of 
the  non  -indians  had  any  feathers  or  eagle  bones. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  Princess  Arena  from  Maori  with  us.  Her  vision  had 
brought  her  to  this  Sundance  and  she  prayed  long  and  in  her  way  for  us  for 
protection.  It  was  beautiful. 

At  one  point  during  the  police  disruption  David  offered  to  go  to  jail., 
they  wanted  to  arrest  the  non-indians. . . and  he  stepped  out  of  the  arbor. 

The  police  just  pushed  him  back  and  and  said  don't  come  out  here.... 

None  ever  walked  past  the  East  gate  either.... 

So,  even  though  there  were  many  disturbances  and  questions  and  concerns 
the  sundancers  completed  their  commitments,  many  ceremonies  were  performed 
and  the  group  remained  strong  and  became  more  unified. 

The  disruptions  were  definitely  on  the  level  of  jealousy  and  greed... The 
OSTC  was  trying  to  intimidate... 

They  really  did  not  care  about  the  ceremony  itself .. .Anyway  we  got  a 
Federal  injunction  to  stop  the  harassment.  The  OSTC  cannot  regulate  or 
interfere  with  the  religious  practices  of  the  Lakota  people. ( or  those  they 
choose  to  participate  with  in  their  practices  ) 

We  urged  the  OSTC  to  stop  the  illegal  drugs  and  alcohol,  and  try  to  create 
jobs.  . .Shannon  county  is  the  poorest  in  the  nation... 84%  unemployment 
rate...  receives  6.2  million  in  payments  to  individuals  and  another  60 
million  in  services  ...so  why  is  it  so  poor  there? 

So  why  is  the  OSTC  housing  really  nice  and  surrounded  by  security  fencing 
with  a security  gate?  Why  is  the  govt,  housing  that  some  citizens  live  in 
like  a compost  pile? 

Lots  of  questions  and  no  answers... 

Anyway,  As  far  as  I know  everyone  who  attended  , other  than  the  go'vt 


informants,  learned  a whole  lot. 
We  are  all  grateful  to  Tunkasila. 
Leslie 


— "RE:  Spiritual  Meeting"  

Date:  Mon,  18  Aug  1997  15:43:04  +0100 

From:  Gary  Christensen  <gc40ak@cu . campus . mci . net> 

Sub j : Spiritual  Meeting 

UUCP  email 

If  you  have  time  could  you  add  the  following  to  your  newsletter? 

Thank  you.  Gary 

Grand  Spiritual  Meeting  at  Wounded  Knee,  South  Dakota.  Sept.  3,  4,  5th  1997 
Agenda : 

1.  Violation  of  Lakota  Religion  by  Ogalala  Sioux  Tribe  (O.S.T.)  Police 
at  Sundances. 

2.  O.S.T.  Tokala  Society  violated  Lakota  Spirituality  (George  Tall). 

3.  O.S.T.  Council  violated  Lakota  Spirituality  (Marshall  Law)  (Mr. 

Under  Baggage) . 

4.  Red  Clouds'  (Oliver  Red  Cloud). 

5.  Who  is  landlord  of  Sundances? 

All  medicine  men  and  Spiritual  people  are  to  attend  this  meeting.  Meal 
will  be  provided.  Bring  your  camping  equipment. 

For  more  Info:  Gerald  Ice:  (605)  867-1591 

"RE : Bear  Lincoln  Case  Synopsis"  

Date:  Wed,  13  Aug  1997  00:25:15  -0700 
From:  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn.org> 

Sub j : Bear  Lincoln  Murder  Case  Synopsis 

UUCP  email 

Bear  Lincoln  Murder  Case  Synopsis 
by  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn.org> 

8/12/97 

The  prosecutor  says  Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln  should  suffer  the  death  penalty 
for  the  deliberate,  premeditated  murder  of  Deputy  Sheriff  George  Robert 
"Bob"  Davis  and  the  indirect  second  degree  murder  of  Lincoln's  friend  and 
cousin  Leonard  "Acorn"  Peters.  Those  were  two  of  the  three  gunshot  deaths 
April  14,  1995  on  the  remote  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation  145  miles 
north  of  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge.  Lincoln  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  third 
killing,  but  it  set  in  motion  the  forces  that  resulted  in  the  other  two. 

Lincoln  and  Peters,  two  Wailaki  Indian  residents  of  the  reservation  in 
northeastern  Mendocino  County,  California,  were  walking  at  night  on  a 
remote  dirt  road  on  their  way  from  Lincoln's  home  up  over  a ridge  and  down 
the  other  side  to  the  main  part  of  the  reservation  where  Peters  lived.  Both 
men  were  carrying  rifles  because  they  expected  a revenge  attack  by  members 
of  the  Britton  family.  Peters'  brother  had  killed  another  Indian  man.  Gene 
Britton,  only  a few  hours  before,  and  there  had  been  threats  of  retaliation 
by  some  Britton  family  members  against  Peters  and  Lincoln  family  members. 

Deputy  Davis  and  Deputy  Dennis  Miller  were  in  a patrol  car  at  a point 
where  the  dirt  road  topped  the  ridge  under  a canopy  of  small  oaks  and  other 
trees.  They  were  watching  for  the  suspect  in  the  Britton  homicide,  whom 
they  believed  to  be  armed  and  dangerous. 

According  to  Lincoln  what  happened  next  is  that  he  was  walking  about  25 
ft.  behind  Peters  as  they  approached  the  ridgetop  around  a curve  in  the 
road.  Suddenly,  with  no  visible  or  audible  warning,  there  was  a barrage  of 
gunfire  and  Peters  dropped  in  front  of  him.  Lincoln  believed  he  was  under 


fire  from  Brittons , but  could  not  see  anyone.  He  fired  several  wild  shots 
while  running  forward,  then  jumped  over  a drop-off  on  the  downhill  side  of 
the  road  and  ran  down  a foot  trail  some  distance  where  he  hid  near  an  old 
cabin.  He  thought  he  was  being  chased  and  would  be  killed.  After  about  4 
minutes,  when  no  one  had  come  after  him  and  he  was  concerned  about  his 
friend,  he  made  his  way  back  to  the  road  about  70  ft  downhill  from  the 
crest  of  the  ridge.  He  was  seen  and  more  shots  came  his  way.  He  fired  his 
single  remaining  bullet  toward  the  still  unseen  shooter  and  then  fled  down 
the  road  to  his  mother's  home,  where  he  warned  her  and  other  relatives  that 
they  were  in  danger,  saying,  "They'll  come  kill  all  you  guys.  You've  got  to 
get  away." 

Deputy  Miller  tells  a very  different  story.  He  says  that  he  and  Davis  had 
just  arrived  at  the  ridgetop  and  backed  their  patrol  vehicle  off  the  road 
onto  an  intersecting  fire  trail  that  ran  along  the  ridge.  After  a brief 
walk  to  secure  the  immediate  vicinity,  the  two  returned  to  their  vehicle  to 
keep  an  eye  on  the  road.  Almost  immediately  Davis  alerted  Miller  that 
someone  was  coming.  Both  deputies  got  out,  and  Davis  shined  a flashlight  on 
a man  carrying  a rifle,  and  said  "Sheriff's  Department,  drop  the  gun," 
three  times.  The  man  shouldered  the  rifle  and  fired  a shot,  and  both 
deputies  opened  fire  with  their  pistols.  The  man  went  down  and  it  was  quiet. 

After  a few  minutes  they  heard  sounds  in  the  brush  and  thought  someone 
might  be  flanking  them  and  preparing  to  attack  them  from  behind.  They 
decided  to  move  across  the  road  to  take  cover  in  a clump  of  small  oaks. 

Davis  wanted  to  check  the  fallen  man  to  make  sure  he  didn't  surprise  them. 

As  Davis  bent  over  the  body.  Miller  saw  motion  down  the  road  and  fired  a 
burst  of  full-automatic  fire  from  an  M-16  assault  rifle.  Almost 
simultaneously  he  fell  over  an  embankment,  hit  on  his  shoulder,  rolled,  and 
came  back  up.  He  saw  that  Davis  had  been  shot  in  the  head.  He  saw  more 
movement  down  the  road  and  fired  another  burst  at  it. 

The  prosecution  contends  that  it  was  a bright  moonlit  night,  and  that  the 
deputies'  marked  patrol  vehicle  was  parked  in  an  open  area  where  it  could 
be  seen.  Therefore  the  two  Indians  knew  they  were  dealing  with  law 
officers.  Miller  says  Davis  identified  himself  as  a sheriff's  officer,  and 
fired  only  after  the  suspect  fired  first.  The  prosecution  says  Lincoln 
could  have  fled  after  Peters  was  shot,  but  instead  decided  to  sneak  around 
behind  the  officers  and  shoot  them  from  hiding,  and  that  he  deliberately 
and  with  premeditation  shot  Davis  with  the  intent  to  kill  him,  knowing  that 
he  was  a police  officer  engaged  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

Lincoln  has  admitted  he  was  at  the  scene,  witnessed  the  shooting  of 
Peters,  and  immediately  returned  fire.  But  he  didn't  see  who  he  was  shooting 
at,  firing  randomly  in  self  defense  in  the  direction  the  shots  had  come 
from.  He  doesn't  know  if  his  bullet  hit  anyone.  It  was  dark.  Afterwards  he 
hid  out  for  four  months  knowing  he  was  blamed  for  killing  a sheriff's 
officer,  not  because  he  was  guilty  but  because  he  believed  he  would  be  shot 
on  sight  if  he  tried  to  surrender  to  sheriff's  officers.  He  did  turn  himself 
in  August  1995  after  he  had  found  good  legal  representation  in  the  person  of 
famed  San  Francisco  defense  attorney  J.  Tony  Serra. 

Lincoln's  legal  team  contends  Lincoln  is  not  guilty  of  murder  even  if  his 
bullet  did  kill  Davis  because  he  fired  only  in  self-defense.  But  there  is 
no  proof  any  of  Lincoln's  bullets  did  hit  Davis,  and  it  could  be  a case  of 
"friendly  fire"  in  which  he  was  killed  by  one  of  Deputy  Miller's  bullets  as 
he  sprayed  fully  automatic  M-16  fire  and  fell  down.  The  single  bullet  that 
killed  Davis  fragmented  into  mere  flecks  of  metal,  some  of  which  were 
recovered  from  his  brain  after  autopsy. 

The  Lincoln  team's  theory  is  that  the  two  deputies  opened  fire  from  ambush 
when  they  thought  they  saw  the  armed  killer  wanted  for  the  Britton  murder 
walking  up  the  road.  After  killing  him  they  realized  their  act  of  murder 
had  been  witnessed  by  someone,  and  they  tried  to  kill  the  witness  to  cover 
themselves.  After  Miller  accidentally  shot  the  other  officer  instead,  he 
concocted  his  whole  story  to  cover  up  what  really  happened  and  blame 
everything  on  an  Indian. 

Miller  changed  his  initial  story  after  he  learned  that  tests  proved  Peters' 
gun  had  not  been  fired  at  all  that  night.  Now  he  remembered  seeing  two  men 
together  on  the  road  right  at  the  first,  but  lost  sight  of  the  second  man. 

The  prosecutor  could  now  argue  that  since  Peters  had  not  fired,  and  Miller 


says  he  saw  a muzzle  blast,  that  it  must  have  been  Lincoln  who  fired  first, 
making  him  guilty  of  provoking  the  return  fire  which  killed  Peters,  making 
him  guilty  of  second  degree  murder  of  Peters. 

Even  though  it  was  the  deputies  who  were  waiting  in  the  dark  off  the  road 
for  their  suspect,  the  prosecution  charges  Lincoln  with  lying  in  wait,  on 
the  theory  that  he  hid  himself  and  attacked  the  officers  instead  of  running 
away  after  the  first  gunfire.  Davis  suffered  a graze  wound  to  his  hand  at 
some  time.  The  prosecution  theorizes  that  the  wound  occurred  during  the 
first  round  of  gunfire,  making  it  possible  to  charge  Lincoln  with  attempted 
murder  for  that  wound  as  well  as  actual  murder  in  the  second  round  of 
gunfire. 

The  District  Attorney  decided  to  seek  the  death  penalty  for  Lincoln  based 
on  first  degree  murder  with  special  circumstances  of  knowingly  killing  a 
police  officer,  murder  while  lying  in  wait,  and  multiple  murder  based  on 
the  death  of  Peters.  After  an  arduous  jury  selection  process  lasting  three 
months,  during  which  nearly  4000  persons  were  summoned  for  jury  duty,  the 
trial  began  Duly  29  before  an  all-white  jury.  The  prosecutor  used 
peremptory  challenges  to  eliminate  three  Indians  and  two  other  persons  of 
color  from  the  final  jury  panel. 

Judge  John  J.  Golden  has  imposed  a total  gag  order  barring  any  information 
or  comment  from  lawyers  or  the  defendant  to  the  public  or  media.  He  has 
forbidden  photography,  television  and  audio  recording  or  broadcasting  of 
the  trial.  He  has  ordered  transcripts  of  the  trial  to  be  available  for 
public  reading  in  the  court  clerk's  office,  but  no  copies  can  be  made. 

There  are  unresolved  charges  of  jury  tampering  by  a sheriff's  deputy 
during  the  selection  process.  There  have  been  attempts  by  individuals  to 
influence  jurors  outside  the  courthouse  and  to  get  certain  ones  removed 
from  the  jury. 

Some  of  the  facts  in  controversy  at  trial  are: 

* whether  the  scene  was  brightly  lit  by  a full  moon,  or  whether  it  was  dark 
because  the  moon  was  low  in  the  southeast  and  the  scene  was  on  the  west 
side  of  a tree-canopied  ridge,  or  because  there  were  broken  clouds 
obscuring  the  moonlight  at  the  time. 

* whether  the  deputies'  patrol  car  was  in  plain  view,  or  whether  they 
deliberately  parked  it  where  the  curving  road,  topography  and  vegetation 
would  hide  it  from  sight  until  a person  was  in  the  position  where  the 
deputies  shot  Peters  to  death  from  25  ft.  away. 

* whether  the  police  radio  was  easily  audible  well  before  Lincoln  and 
Peters  came  into  view  of  the  patrol  car  or  whether  the  car  window  was 
rolled  up  on  the  side  nearest  the  Indians,  or  possibly  that  there  was  no 
sound  coming  out  of  the  radio  that  would  let  them  know  that  there  was  a 
police  car  ahead. 

* whether  Davis  gave  a loud  and  clear  identification  and  order  to  drop  the 
weapon  before  opening  fire  on  Peters,  or  opened  fire  without  warning. 

* whether  a bullet  fired  by  Lincoln  struck  and  killed  Davis  or  whether  that 
bullet  could  have  come  from  Miller's  gun. 

* whether  Lincoln  knew  at  the  time  that  he  was  facing  law  officers  or 
believed  he  was  under  attack  from  Brittons. 

* whether  Lincoln's  avoiding  arrest  afterwards  was  because  he  knew  he  was 
guilty  of  murdering  a police  officer  or  because  as  a Native  American  versed 
in  the  local  history  of  his  people  he  had  a reasonable  belief  that  he  would 
killed  if  he  was  caught  or  surrendered. 

* whether  a trail  of  blood  drips  from  the  shooting  scene  down  the  road 
almost  to  Lincoln's  house  could  have  come  from  Deputy  Davis.  If  so,  Davis 
could  not  have  died  in  the  scenario  told  by  Miller,  and  it  would  support 
the  defense  contention  that  the  deputies  chased  after  Lincoln  trying  to 
kill  him  because  he  witnessed  their  wrongful  killing  of  Peters. 

* whether  Miller  is  truthful  or  whether  he  lied  and  changed  his  story  to 
cover  up  a murder  of  Peters  by  Miller  and  Davis,  and  possibly  an  attempted 
murder  of  Lincoln  by  Davis  and  an  accidental  killing  of  Davis  by  Miller. 

* whether  the  location  and  distribution  of  bullet  casings  at  the  scene  are 
consistent  with  Lincoln's  scenario  or  with  Miller's. 

* whether  there  was  tampering  with  or  removal  of  evidence  from  the  scene 
consistent  with  a cover-up. 


* whether  the  number  and  kind  of  bullet  casings  recovered  from  the  scene 
are  consistent  with  what  "earwitnesses"  described  as  "like  a war  zone." 

Ultimately,  the  most  important  decision  the  jury  will  have  to  make  is 
whether  to  believe  Dennis  Miller  or  Bear  Lincoln. 

Follow  this  important  and  historic  case  as  the  trial  continues  through 
November . 
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- "RE:  Violence  in  Tahlequah"  

Date:  Wed,  13  Aug  1997  18:52:07  -0500 
From:  lozen  <lozen@concentric.net> 

Sub j : Cherokee  update- -violence  breaks  out  in  Tahlequah 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

For  those  who  haven't  heard,  violence  broke  out  at  the  Tahlequah 
courthouse  today  as  the  former  marshalls,  led  by  Marshall  Pat  Ragsdale, 
attempted  to  follow  an  order  of  the  ousted  tribunal  (this  gets 
complicated)  and  reclaim  possession  of  the  building  from  the  current 
security/marshall  service  led  by  Harold  Iordan.  BIA  was  in  charge  of  law 
enforcement  for  the  day,  so  their  press  said,  BIA  also  is  backing  the 
current  security/marshalls  service. 

During  a conversation  at  the  door  of  the  building,  a brawl  broke  out 
between  Ragsdale  and  Iordan,  by  the  time  things  were  straightened  out, 

BIA  police  had  arrested: 

- -Ragsdale, 

--Cherokee  activist  and  former  candidate  for  Chief,  Chad  Smith  (for 
crossing  a "no  cross"  zone,  apparently) 

--and  former  (??)  Prosecutor  Diane  Blalock,  for..??? 

At  this  writing,  charges  haven't  yet  been  announced,  conversations  are 
ongoing.  Iordan  has  now  vowed  to  keep  the  former  marshalls,  fired  by 
Chief  loe  Byrd,  out  of  the  building  forever. 

At  present,  everyone  involved  seems  to  have  sued,  impeached,  fired, 
or  otherwise  disenfranchised  everyone  else,  at  one  time  or  another; 
however,  this  tangled  web  now  stands  at: 

Chief  Byrd... still  in  power,  with  his  own  marshall's  service, 
augmented  as  needed  by  BIA  firepower; 

Diane  Blalock  and  justices. .. .declared  ousted  by  Byrd,  they  defy  that 
new  marshalls ....  occupying  the  courthouse 

old  marshalls ...  have  their  official  cars,  some  gear,  being  sued  by 
Byrd,  et  al  to  get  them  back 

tribal  council ....  changed  voting  patterns  monday  night. 

BIA. .. .officially  can  take  over  police  powers  at  any  time,  in  reality; 
officially,  they're  there  to  observe  (with  guns  on  hips);  also,  in 
reality  to  back  the  current  marshalls  service,  hence  Chief  Byrd,  as 
they  have  been  for  some  time. 


Chief  Byrd  was  not  seen  at  the  altercation  today. 

The  BIA,  obviously,  was,  as  they  hauled  folks  away. 

LPP 

Your  visit  is  welcomed  at: 
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Date:  Thu,  14  Aug  1997  16:06:26  -0700 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net> 

Sub j : Cherokee  Constitutional  Crises 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

POWER  STRUGGLE  OF  CHEROKEE  NATION 
AT  BREAKING  POINT 

by  Pat  Poland 

A little  known  power  struggle  has  been  occurring  within  the  boundaries  of 
The  Cherokee  Nation  in  Tahlequah, Oklahoma . For  months,  now,  the  situation 
has  grown  intense  as  the  principal  Cherokee  Chief,  Doe  Byrd,  has  virtually 
been  caught  with  his  hand  in  'the  cookie  jar'  of  tribal  monies.  In  an 
attempt  to  cover  up  the  allegations.  Chief  Byrd  impeached  the  Cherokee 
Marshals  with  an  illegal  move,  without  a quorum.  Byrd  and  his  self- 
appointed  Marshals,  raided  the  Tahlequah  Courthouse  on  Dune  20th,  where 
the  incriminating  records  were  being  kept,  and  ousted  the  true  Cherokee 
Marshals.  Byrd  and  his  companions  made  a vain  attempt  to  seek  Federal 
intervention  in  Washington,  D.C.  last  week.  The  Washington  judge  said  she.. 

. 'hoped  the  tribe  could  settle  the  matter  in  a peaceful  way  with 
integrity.'  Chief  Byrd  stated  that...'  This  is  an  intertribal  matter  an 
should  be  handled  within  the  framework  of  The  Cherokee  Nation."  During  the 
arguments  in  Washington,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs'  lawyers  said  that 
the  BIA  was  not  preventing  the  Dustices  from  hiring  a locksmith  and 
recovering  the  building.  In  assuming  law  enforcement  for  the  Cherokee 
Nation,  the  BIA,  promised  to  enforce  orders  of  the  Tribal  Court.  After 
conversations  with  policy  level  officials  in  Washington,  the  Cherokee 
Nation  expected  the  BIA  to  fully  recognize  and  respect  the  Court's  order. 

The  struggle  to  regain  the  Tahlequah  Courthouse  and  place  it  in  the 
hands  of  its  rightful  owners,  the  Cherokee  Nation,  has  now  escalated  to  a 
showdown  on  the  Tahlequah  Courthouse  lawn.  The  Dudicial  Court  of  Tribunal 
Appeals  of  The  Cherokee  Nation  entered  an  order  Sunday,  August  10,  in 
response  to  last  Wednesday's  Federal  Court  ruling  in  Washington,  D.C.  The 
order  directs  The  Cherokee  Nation  Marshall  Service,  under  the  direction  of 
Pat  Ragsdale  to  recover  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  at  noon,  Wednesday, 
August  13th.  Cherokee  statutes  and  The  Cherokee  Constitution  require  that 
the  Court  maintain  control  of  the  building.  Citizens  of  The  Cherokee 
Nation  will  be  gathering  in  a non-violent  manner  to  witness  the  return  of 
The  Cherokee  Nation's  courthouse  by  Ragsdale  and  the  legal  Cherokee  Nation 
Marshals  into  the  hands  of  the  citizens  of  The  Cherokee  Nation.  News  media 
have  been  invited  also,  to  record  this  event.  The  Cherokee  Nation  will  be 
celebrating  the  150  year  anniversary  of  The  Cherokee  Nation's  Constitution 
on  Labor  Day  weekend  beginning  Friday,  August  15  through  Monday,  September 
1st. 
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Read  more  about  the  Cherokee  Constitutional  Crises  by  going  to 
the  following  URL's  found  on  "the  People's  Paths  home  page!" 
the  People's  Paths  home  page! 

"You  are  a guest  but  once!" 
http : //www.YvwiiUsdinvnohii .net/ 

"the  People's  Paths 

http://www.YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net/paths.html 
Paths  to  Changing  News!!! 

"Native  American  Radio  Online" 

(Native  American  Indian  Music,  News,  & Opinion) 

"Indian  Gaming  News  & Updates!" 


http : //www . Yvwiillsdinvnohii . net/upnews . shtml 
Cherokee  Observer  (Online  Edition) 
http: //www. Yvwiillsdinvnohii . net /Cherokee/Observer . shtml 
Do'  nv  da  go  hvi, 

Nancy  Thomas 

nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net 
Keeper  of  the  People's  Paths  home  page 
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Sub j : *Cherokee  Nation*  U.S.  recognizes  Judicial!! 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
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U.S.  Justice  Department  Recognizes  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal 
As  Valid  Tribal  Court 
by  Connie  Webb, 

Times  Journal  staff  writer 

[Published  August  16,  1997  in  the  Tahlequah  Times  Journal] 

The  U.S.  Justice  Department  recognizes  the  Cherokee  Nation  Judicial 
Appeals  Tribunal  as  a valid  tribal  court,  according  to  U.S.  Attorney  John 
Raley,  in  the  aftermath  of  the  violence  that  erupted  Wednesday  in 
Tahlequah . 

"Enough  is  enough,"  Raley  said  Thursday  when  asked  his  opinion  of  the 
controversial  situation  that  continues  to  divide  the  Cherokee  Nation,  but 
declined  further  comment. 

However,  Raley  confirmed  he  has  been  involved  in  numerous  discussions 
with  the  Department  of  Justice  and  the  Department  of  interior  during  the 
last  48  hours. 

"I  can't  speak  for  the  BIA  but  the  Department  of  Justice  recognizes  the 
Tribunal  as  a valid  court,"  he  said. 

It  has  been  reported  that  the  Washington,  D.C.  office  of  the  BIA  has 
been  forced  by  the  Department  of  Justice  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the 
Tribunal.  But  the  area  BIA  office  in  Muskogee,  is  ignoring  that  position 
and  adamantly  refuses  to  enforce  the  orders  issued  by  the  Tribal  Court. 

Joe  Byrd,  Principal  Chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  maintains  the  justices 
are  impeached,  even  though  the  proceedings  violated  the  Cherokee 
Constitution . 

Byrd  said  in  a press  conference  held  Thursday  that  an  8-7  vote  of  the 
Tribal  Council  upheld  the  impeachment  of  the  Justices.  With  one  council 
member  absent.  Deputy  Chief  Garland  Eagle,  who  faces  an  arrest  warrant 
issued  by  the  Tribunal  for  contempt,  cast  the  vote  that  broke  the  tie. 

Tribal  Councilman  Harold  "Jiggs"  Phillips  said  the  vote  was  not  to 
uphold  the  impeachment  but  rather,  to  reject  an  agreement  to  temporarily 
put  aside  the  differences  between  Byrd  and  the  court. 

"Garland  Eagle  had  it  within  his  power  to  restore  the  constitutional 
government  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  he  refused  to  do  so,"  said  Chief 
Justice  Ralph  Keen. 

"The  public  is  not  aware  of  this,  but  the  Tribunal  met  with  Byrd  and 
four  of  his  supporters  on  the  council  prior  to  Tuesday  night's  Tribal 
Council  meeting,"  said  Keen. 

By  the  end  of  that  meeting  the  members  of  the  Tribunal  were  under  the 
impression  that  a deal  had  been  struck  which  would  settle  the  crisis  and 
would  be  announced  during  the  Tuesday  night  meeting  o f the  Tribal  Council 

"Again,  Byrd  did  not  keep  his  word,"  said  Keen. 

What  ensued  was  an  orchestrated  attempt  by  tribal  Council  members  loyal 
to  Byrd  to  publicly  embarrass  and  humiliate  the  members  of  the  Tribunal, 
according  to  Phillips. 

Tribal  Councilman  Bill  John  Baker  of  Tahlequah  referred  to  Tribal 


Justices  Keen,  Dwight  Birdwell  and  Philip  Viles  as  "you  boys"  and  "idiots. 

He  later  apologized  following  an  outcry  from  the  standing-room-only 
crowd . 

Former  Deputy  Chief  John  Ketcher  said  he  doubted  the  sincerity  of 
Baker's  apology. 

"Never  in  more  than  two  decades  of  the  existence  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 
has  a Cherokee  Nation  Councilor  been  so  disrespectful  to  guests  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Tribal  Council,"  Ketcher  said. 

"This  is  a first  term  for  Mr.  Bill  John  Baker  and  it  could  be  his  last.. 
.It  is  understandable  now  why  the  voters  of  Tahlequah  and  Cherokee  County 
have  repeatedly  turned  down  electing  him  to  any  political  office. 

"Unfortunately,  the  Cherokee  did  not  know  him  that  well,  but  I assure 
you,  we  are  learning,"  Ketcher  said. 

Several  people  were  injured  when  law  enforcement  officers  from  several 
agencies,  including  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  used  physical  force  to 
stop  an  attempted  take-over  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Marshal  Service. 

Law  enforcement  officers  were  observed  throwing  Cherokee  citizens,  both 
men  and  women,  off  the  back  porch  of  the  tribal  courthouse  building. 

"It  appeared  to  me  to  be  a gross  over-reaction  on  the  part  of  law 
enforcement  and  a violation  of  the  civil  rights  of  the  people  present," 
said  Keen. 

Keen  said  he  had  been  assured  by  U.S.  Attorney  John  Raley  that  neither 
the  BIA  nor  other  law  enforcement  agencies  present  would  interfere  with 
the  Marshal  Service  in  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  Tribunal. 

"He  [Raley]  told  me  the  police  would  be  standing  by  to  prevent  violence, 
.not  to  help  Byrd's  security  force  retain  possession  of  the  building," 
said  Keen. 

Marshal  Service  Director  Pat  Ragsdale,  who  led  the  foiled  takeover 
attempt,  was  acting  on  a court  order  issued  by  the  Judicial  Appeals 
Tribunal  to  retake  control  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Tribal  Courthouse. 

During  a press  conference  held  Thursday  Ragsdale  said  there  was  an 
"incredible  amount  of  evidence"  that  indicates  very  serious  criminality 
going  on  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

"What  it  boils  down  to  is  about  money ...  almost  blatant  robbery," 

Ragsdale  said. 

It  has  been  alleged  that  millions  of  dollars  are  "being  siphoned  out  of 
the  Cherokee  Nation  by  the  Byrd  administration--money  that  was  intended  to 
assist  tribal  members  with  housing  and  health  car  e. 

Ragsdale  was  investigating  Byrd's  administration  for  allegations  of 
misuse  of  federal  funds  when  he  was  fired  by  the  chief. 

Keen  insists  that  Ragsdale  is  not  "a  fired  marshal"  because  he  was 
legally  reinstated  by  the  Tribunal. 

In  what  appears  to  be  a total  disregard  of  the  Cherokee  Constitution  he 
took  an  oath  to  uphold,  Byrd  has  fired  and  impeached  everyone  connected  to 
the  investigation  of  his  office  who  could  bring  him  to  trial.  Byrd  has 
also  ignored  court  orders  and  stated  he  will  obey  only  the  orders  he 
thinks  are  lawful. 

In  1995  Ragsdale  began  an  investigation  of  the  tribe's  Housing  Authority 
Director,  Joel  Thompson.  In  a letter  to  Byrd,  Ragsdale  stated  he  had 
discovered  evidence  that  indicated  Thompson  was  possibly  involved  in 
alleged  illegal  acts  connected  to  his  position  at  the  Housing  Authority. 

Byrd  immediately  ordered  Ragsdale  off  the  investigation  of  Thompson,  and 
without  Tribal  Council  approval,  created  a new  position  for  a tribal 
inspector  general  and  appointed  Bob  Powell,  a former  0 SBI  agent  to  the 
position . 

The  investigation  of  Thompson  was  turned  over  to  Powell  where  it  ended 
at  the  tribal  level. 

However,  Ragsdale  gave  his  information  to  the  FBI,  and  their 
investigation  turned  up  an  illegal  secret  bank  account  and  the  use  of 
Housing  Authority  funds  for  the  political  campaign  of  both  Byrd  a nd 
Tribal  Councilman  "Chuck"  Hoskins. 

The  FBI's  investigation  is  still  in  progress. 

Tulsa  attorney  Charles  "Chuck"  Shipley,  who  represents  the  Tribal 
Justices  said  the  Justices  and  Ragsdale  had  been  "double-crossed  by  the 
apparent  collusion  between  the  BIA,  Chief  Byrd  and  Dianne  Barker-Harrold . " 


The  courthouse  had  been  closed  since  Dune  20,  when  members  of  Principal 
Chief  Doe  Byrd's  newly  formed  security  force,  assisted  by  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  officers  and  area  law  enforcement  agencies  gained  control  of  the 
building  and  ejected  the  tribe's  Marshal  Service. 

Neither  the  Marshal  Service  nor  Byrd's  security  force  is  currently 
recognized  by  the  BIA  or  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  as  a legitimate 
law  enforcement  agency. 

According  to  a letter  written  by  Michael  Anderson  for  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Indian  Affairs  Ada  Deer,  "...the  BIA  has  assumed  exclusive 
responsibility  for  tribal  law  enforcement  for  the  Cherokee  Nation." 

And  until  the  BIA  formally  turns  the  responsibility  back  to  the  Cherokee 
Nation,  no  other  law  enforcement  officials  other  than  the  BIA  are 
authorized  to  enforce  tribal  law. 

However,  many  Cherokees  are  now  questioning  why  the  BIA  did  not  assist 
in  carrying  out  the  lawful  orders  of  the  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal 
instructing  the  Marshal  Service  to  retake  control  of  the  tribal 
courthouse. 

The  historic  100-year-old  courthouse,  located  in  downtown  Tahlequah,  is 
the  head-quarters  of  the  Cherokee  Nation's  Dudicial  branch.  The  Cherokee 
Nation  Tribal  Council  passed  legislation  in  1995  which  gives  the  Dudicial 
Appeals  Tribunal  control  over  the  tribal  courthouse. 

The  members  of  the  Tribunal  have  been  denied  access  to  the  courthouse  by 
Byrd's  security  force  since  the  takeover. 

Shipley  said  the  Dustices  were  assured  by  U.S.  Attorney  Raley  that  their 
August  10th  order  directing  Ragsdale  to  retake  the  courthouse  would  be 
peacefully  carried  out  with  the  support  of  the  Cherokee  County  District 
Attorney's  Office  and  the  local  BIA  police. 

"Mr.  Raley  has  worked  tirelessly  to  effect  the  lawful  and  peaceful 
recovery  of  the  Tribal  Courthouse  by  the  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  but 
once  again,  he  was  misled  and  deceived  by  local  forces,"  Shipley  stated. 

Barker  Harrold  was  not  present  during  the  confrontation  that  took  place 
at  the  courthouse  square  on  Wednesday. 

Shipley  said  he  had  heard  reports  that  the  Oklahoma  Attorney  General's 
Office  was  outraged  at  Barker-harrold ' s presence  during  the  Dune  20 
takeover  of  the  tribal  courthouse  by  Byrd's  security  force. 

Shipley  said  it  had  been  reported  to  him  the  District  Attorney  was 
allegedly  warned  she  risked  losing  her  prosecutorial  immunity  if  she 
continued  to  use  the  authority  of  her  office  to  become  a party  in  similar 
incidents . 

"No  matter  what  Doe  Byrd  says  to  the  contrary,  the  Dudicial  Appeals 
Tribunal  is  a valid  court  and  any  orders  issued  by  them  are  also  valid 
according  to  the  position  taken  by  the  Department  of  Dustice,"  Shipley 
said . 

[**C0  Note:  For  reference  see. 

Letter  From  Last  Summer: 

Marshal  Ragsdale  to  Chief  Byrd] 
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The  Cherokee  National  Holiday  is  Labor  Day  weekend  in  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma. 
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INDIGENOUS  RIGHTS 

GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  TRIAL:  THE  CUTTING  EDGE  OF  COLONIALISM 


Interview  by  Fiona  Jeffries 

- reprinted  from  Latin  America  Connexions  magazine,  July/August  '97 

conexion@vcn . com 

The  media  silence  surrounding  the  events  of  the  RCMP  siege  on  Aboriginal 
people  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  British  Columbia  in  the  summer  of  1995  and  the 
ongoing  trial  of  activists  arrested  there  speaks  to  a much  larger 
complicity  in  the  process  of  attacks  on  Aboriginal  rights  in  this 
country.  The  connections  between  the  violence  against  indigenous  people 
at  Gustafsen  Lake  and  what  we  read  and  write  about  Latin  America  are 
striking. 

A rancher  operating  his  business  on  land  illegally  taken,  and,  an  over 
zealous  police  force  apparently  acting  in  the  rancher's  interests  with 
the  collusion  of  the  political  establishment  typify  the  kind  of  onslaught 
indigenous  people  are  facing  daily  throughout  Latin  America. 

After  several  years  of  holding  ceremonies  at  the  same  site  without 
conflict,  the  sundancers  were  besieged  by  one  of  the  biggest  police 
operations  in  Canadian  history.  After  leaving  the  camp  peacefully  the 
defenders  were  arrested,  charged  and  brought  to  trial.  One  of  the  main 
leaders.  Wolverine,  was  denied  bail  throughout  the  lengthy  proceedings. 

Defendants  were  convicted  on  some  charges  and  now  await  sentencing. 
Supporters  are  calling  for  a public  inquiry.  Fiona  Jeffries  of  Latin 
America  Connexions  interviewed  Bill  Lightbown,  a Kootenai  Elder, 
sovereigntist,  and  social  justice  activist  for  over  40  years.  He  is  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Ts'peten  Defence  Committee.  He  is  a founding  member 
and  former  President  of  the  United  Native  Nations. 

Lightbown:  The  assault  on  Aboriginal  people  at  Gustafsen  Lake  did  not 
start  in  August  1995,  the  whole  process  began  in  January  when  Sundancer 
organizers  and  now  defendants  Percy  Rosette  and  Jones  Ignace  (Wolverine) 
signed  a legal  document  demanding  a third  party  tribunal  to  look  into  the 
issue  of  unceded  territory  there.  Under  cross-examination  by  defender 
Shelagh  Franklin,  Len  Olfert,  RCMP  operational  commander  admitted  that 
there  was  a plan  put  together  in  May  to  make  it  look  like  the  whole 
affair  was  started  by  the  Aboriginal  people  there.  Lyle  James  (the 
rancher  who  claims  ownership  of  the  land)  had  no  previous  concern  about 
the  sundance  taking  place,  but  was  brought  into  the  process  by  the  RCMP, 
who  started  the  initial  confrontation. 

Early  on,  the  climate  was  set  for  a confrontation  by  the  police  through 
James.  At  one  point  one  of  the  ranch  hands  who  confronted  the  sundancer 
organizers  threatened,  "this  would  be  a good  day  to  hang  a red  nigger". 
They  used  him  as  a conduit  for  their  own  agenda,  which  was  to 
delegitimize  any  jurisdictional  argument  surrounding  the  legality  of  land 
tenure  in  this  province.  The  police  orchestrated  the  escalation  of 
violence  which  despite  the  propaganda,  was  perpetrated  solely  on  their 
part  throughout  the  siege. 

LAX:  Those  of  us  who  watched  the  event  on  TV  witnessed  the  surprising 
level  of  military  force  used  by  the  RCMP.  Why  would  the  RCMP  raise  that 
kind  of  force  to  get  18  women,  men  and  children  off  a piece  of  land? 

Lightbown:  There  is  a so-called  treaty  making  process  going  on  in  BC 
right  now  and  many  nations  involved  are  expressing  discontent  in  the 
process,  as  it  is  increasingly  exposed  as  a tool  to  codify  and 
contractualize  the  relationship  of  aboriginal  people  to  the  land.  It  is 
designed  as  a method  which  will  sign  away  forever  the  existing  rights 
referred  to  as  "aboriginal  rights"  and  replace  them  with  "treaty  rights." 

It  is  important  to  understand  the  political  and  cultural  implications  of 
re-defining  rights  in  this  way.  The  Canadian  Constitution  includes  in  it 
the  rights  of  Aboriginal  people  and  it  also  includes  the  Royal 
Proclamation  which  states  clearly  that  the  colonial  governments  cannot 
claim  jurisdiction  over  any  land  that  has  not  been  signed  away  by  treaty. 
Since  only  two  treaties  have  been  signed  in  BC,  it  is  clear  that  the  BC 
government  has  assumed  ownership  of  land  illegally. 

When  the  Constitution  [Act]  was  created  in  1982  it  gave  protection  to 
aboriginal  rights  forever  and  this  can  only  be  changed  through  amendments 
to  the  constitution  and  only  upon  agreement  by  Aboriginal  people. 

There  are  1100  hours  of  footage  of  the  siege  taken  by  RCMP  cameras.  Here 


we  can  see  cleanly  all  the  incidents  that  were  created.  It's  ironic  that 
the  RCMP  taped  their  own  criminal  activity  and  were  caught  in  numerous 
lies  on  the  witness  stand  due  to  this  footage.  They  shot  up  their  flak 
jackets  in  a shooting  range  and  then  stated  the  holes  were  from  the  camp, 
they  also  shot  up  their  Suburban  vehicle  in  an  attempt  to  frame  the 
defenders . 

In  another  incident,  a camp  truck  was  blown  up  with  two  sundancers  and  a 
dog  on  their  way  to  get  water.  They  were  in  a no-shoot  zone  and  it  was 
clear  from  the  footage  that  the  members  were  going  to  get  water  as  it 
shows  them  loading  the  water  containers.  It's  a miracle  that  they  weren't 
killed  by  the  explosion,  sharpshooters  did  kill  the  dog  as  it  was  running 
from  the  explosion.  According  to  court  testimony  when  the  truck  blew  up 
[by  a "land  mine"  as  reported  by  Oct.  8,  1996  Globe  and  Mail]  that  was  a 
green  light  for  the  RCMP  to  start  shooting,  they  shot  77,000  rounds  that 
day.  Afterwards,  the  police  ordered  Dames  to  log  that  tract  of  land  in 
order  to  destroy  evidence  of  such  clearly  unwarranted  police  violence. 

In  the  police  notes  it  became  obvious  that  the  orders  to  shoot  people 
came  through  the  BC  government  and  the  final  decision  to  issue  personnel 
carriers  came  from  the  Federal  government.  The  official  cover-up  by  the 
Provincial  and  Federal  governments,  the  media  and  the  RCMP  have  now 
reached  the  courts.  The  judge  has  been  complicit  by  disallowing  evidence 
presented  in  court. 

As  for  the  trial  itself,  I have  never  seen  such  an  abuse  of  the  court 
process.  The  Dudge  consistently  disallowed  evidence  without  reason  and 
informed  the  jury  not  to  consider  evidence  presented  by  Dr.  Bruce  Clark 
(who  was  on  the  stand  for  three  weeks),  OD  Pitawanakwat,  Wolverine  and 
Shelagh  Franklin  who  are  all  representing  themselves.  He  also  told  the 
jury  that  when  considering  the  testimony  they  had  to  assume  the  rancher 
owned  that  property  that  the  Sundance  was  on,  and  for  this  reason  they 
would  have  no  choice  but  to  find  everyone  guilty  of  private  property 
violations  - Lyle  Dames  doesn't  own  that  property  and  the  Dudge  knows  it. 

Dudge  Dosephson  ordered  that  the  arguments  of  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction  could  not  be  raised.  He  also  ignored  the  Colour  of  Right 
defence  [the  honest  belief  of  the  defendants  they  had  a legal  right  to 
use  the  land]  which  had  never  failed  in  a legal  case  involving  Aboriginal 
people  and  would  have  succeeded  had  it  been  allowed.  [The  Dudge  also 
disallowed  the  defence  of  self-defence  and  again  gave  no  explanation.] 

There  have  been  numerous  contraventions  of  the  judicial  process  on  the 
part  of  the  Dudge,  and  over  100  legal  justifications  to  throw  the  case 
out  of  court  altogether.  These  are  all  reasons  why  the  media  are  staying 
away  in  droves.  The  contradictions  are  too  transparent. 

LAX:  Could  you  comment  on  the  role  of  the  media  throughout  the  whole 
process? 

Lightbown:  First  I need  to  place  the  media's  complicity  from  the  start  of 
the  siege  to  the  trial  itself  within  the  wider  historical  context  within 
which  all  this  is  taking  place.  There  is  no  question  of  an  ongoing 
process  of  genocide  in  this  country.  The  most  obvious  perpetrators  are 
the  politicians,  the  police  and  the  judiciary.  The  second  most  serious 
offender  in  this  process  is  the  media  because  it  is  most  responsible  for 
informing  the  public.  Their  deliberate  racist  attitudes  towards 
aboriginal  people  makes  them  complicit.  The  media  consistently  goes  out 
of  its  way  to  make  us  look  like  idiots  or  outlaws. 

In  BC  it  is  worse  because  through  the  land-claims  and  so-called  treaty 
process  it's  becoming  increasingly  apparent  that  the  majority  of 
territory  in  BC  is  unceded  and  therefore  occupied  illegally.  The  media 
was  complicit  in  encouraging  hostility  against  Aboriginal  people  in  BC 
and  support  for  killing  everyone  in  the  camp.  There  is  no  question  that 
the  media  misrepresented  everything  that  was  going  on  at  Gustafsen  Lake. 

Almost  every  time  Sgt.  Montague  held  a press  conference,  which  was 
sometimes  twice  a day,  I would  follow  with  another  where  I would  explain 
to  the  media  what  was  going  on.  They  must  have  a mountain  of  tapes  and 
notes  of  that.  Where  is  all  that  information?  The  media  knows  who  the 
aggressors  were.  There  was  media  from  all  over  the  country  at  the  site 
--  around  80  reporters  at  any  given  time.  Some  truthful  reporting  managed 
to  get  out  back  east  and  in  Edmonton,  and  more  probably  would  have  if  the 


media  had  not  been  so  tightly  censored  by  the  police  too! 

LAX:  The  defenders  and  supporters  are  demanding  a public  inquiry  into  the 
whole  affair,  can  you  explain  the  role  an  inquiry  could  play? 

Lightbown:  A public  inquiry  is  the  most  practical.  There  should  be  a 
third  party  arbitration  - if  the  government  is  right  then  it  should  not  be 
afraid  of  that.  So  far  there  is  no  indication  that  this  will  happen 
however.  In  the  appeal  we  refer  to  the  demand  that  came  out  of  the  camp: 
that  they  were  prepared  to  withdraw  or  leave  at  any  time  as  long  as  a 
third  party  arbitration  was  to  take  place.  This  demand  was  to  go  to  the 
Solicitor  General,  then  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  finally  the  Queen. 

Instead  the  RCMP  sent  it  to  Ujjal  Dosanjh  (BC's  Attorney-General)  who 
killed  it  there,  stating  this  was  not  a land  or  rights  issue  but  a law 
and  order  issue.  We  are  prepared  to  go  into  proper  legal  processes  and 
the  government  is  afraid  because  it  will  expose  the  illegality  of  not 
only  what  happened  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  but  also  the  whole  issue  of  land 
and  aboriginal  rights. 

We  cannot  possibly  get  a public  inquiry  unless  the  information  gets  out 
to  civil  society  who  should  be  demanding  an  inquiry.  We'll  be 
concentrating  on  getting  information  out  to  the  public  both  in  Canada  and 
internationally  --  this  is  the  role  the  media  SHOULD  be  playing  if  they  have 
any  interest  in  exposing  the  truth. 
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"RE : Ban  the  "s"  Word"  

Date:  Fri,  15  Aug  97  20:06:44  PDT 
From:  kolahq@skynet.be 
Sub j : Ban  the  "s"  word 

Mailing  List:  NAT-REL  <nat- rel@usa . net > 

BACKGROUND  INFO 

In  whatever  dictionary  you  look  the  "s"  word  up  in,  it  is  always 
stated  that  it  is  often  derogatory.  The  Encyclopedia  of  Slang 
defines  the  "s"  word  as  a synonym  for  "prostitute",  along  with  such 
words  as  "hussy"  and  "floozy".  The  Pocket  Dictionary  of  American 
Slang  defines  it  as  "an  ugly  prostitute",  also  mentioning  that  it  is 
WWII  U.S.  Navy  use.  The  definition  in  Webster's  Desk  Dictionary 
(1993)  reads  : "often  offensive  : - an  American  Indian  woman". 

From  various  sources  we  learned  that  the  word  is  derived  from  the 
Mohawk  word  "otsikwaw",  which  we  can  politely  translate  "vagina". 

It  identifies  an  American  Indian  woman  by  that  part  of  her  body  alone. 

It  is  equivalent  to  calling  her  the  "c"  word. 

Yes,  you  guessed  it  right...  We're  talking  about  THE  "s"  word:  squaw. 

In  the  Algonquin  languages,  however,  it  does  not  have  a diminutive 
connotation.  In  fact,  in  the  Algonquin  language  "squa"  or  "skwa"  is 
a suffix  used  to  make  a word  feminine.  Massachusetts  "squa"  was  an 
ancient  and  thoroughly  decent  word.  But  white  colonizers  only 
remembered  the  offensive  term,  which  is  still  in  use  today.  The  "s" 
word  is  derogatory  and  demeaning  and  therefore  should  be  banned. 

Today,  it  is  never  used  in  an  honorable  manner.  In  the  movies,  for 


example,  it  is  always  used  as  a hateful  and  hurtful  term. 

American  Indian  women  feel  hurt,  insulted,  and  degraded. 

Any  name  place  that  includes  the  word  "squaw"  represents  the  sexual 
objectification  of  all  women  and  of  American  Indian  women  in  particular. 

In  1995,  Minnesota  became  the  first  state  to  require  counties  to  rename 
geographic  features  --  19  lakes,  streams  and  points  --  with  the  word 
squaw  in  them.  Squaw  Lake,  the  lake,  has  been  changed  to  Nature's 
Lake.  Squaw  Point  is  now  Oak  Point.  But  Squaw  Lake,  the  city,  has 
not  changed.  The  law,  a small  first  step,  applied  only  to  such  geographic 
features  as  lakes,  streams,  hills,  tourist  points  of  interest,  etc.,  not  to 
city  names. 

The  anti-squaw  campaign  has  spread  to  the  rest  of  the  USA  as  well. 

The  "s"  word  appears  on  more  than  1,050  geographic  features  around 
the  country,  most  of  them  concentrated  in  the  Midwest  and  the  West. 

This  compares  to  only  143  places  named  "Nigger"  and  only  26  places 
named  "lap".  The  U.S.  Geological  Survey's  Board  on  Geographic 
Names  can  ban  names.  In  1967,  it  outlawed  the  use  of  the  words 
"nigger"  and  "jap"  on  geographic  features.  Nigger  was  changed  to 
"Negro",  and  Dap  was  changed  to  "Dapanese". 

Today,  the  Board  is  being  inundated  with  "s"  word  complaints,  and  it 
intends  to  take  them  up  one  at  a time.  For  example,  a local  Indian 
nation  requested  that  Squaw  Gulch  in  Siskiyou  County,  California,  be 
changed  to  Taritsi  Gulch.  The  California  advisory  committee  on 
geographic  names  endorsed  the  change,  despite  opposition  from  local 
non-Indians  and  county  officials,  and  sent  it  along  to  the  national  board. 
In  Oregon,  where  161  features  have  the  "s"  word  in  their  name,  there 
was  talk  of  changing  them  all.  So  far,  only  Squaw  Butte  is  changing. 

If  approved  by  the  national  board  and  the  Secretary  of  Interior,  it  will 
become  Paiute  Butte. 

In  Arizona,  where  there  are  73  place  names  with  the  "s"  word,  an 
American  Indian  legislator  and  a Phoenix  City  councilman  have  tried, 
unsuccessfully  so  far,  to  delete  the  "s"  word  from  the  atlases. 

US  Representative  lack  Dackson,  who  is  Dineh,  was  even  called 
over-sensitive  and  criticized  for  political  correctness! 

Several  groups,  such  as  the  AIM  Arizona  Chapter  Youth  Council,  are 
now  pressuring  Arizona  state  officials  to  ban  the  "s"  word.  Rugged 
Squaw  Peak,  for  example,  is  a prominent  feature  of  the  Phoenix  city 
skyline  and  a popular  hiking  area.  Native  Americans  want  it  changed 
to  Iron  Mountain,  the  Akimel  O'Otham  (Pima)  name  for  it. 

We  are  asking  for  your  support  in  this  matter  and  hope  that,  very  soon, 
American  Indian  derogatory  names,  logos,  mascots,  and  so  on,  will  be 
a thing  of  the  past. 

We  can  empower  ourselves  by  refraining  from  using  the  term  and 
educating  others  about  the  word.  The  issue  is  not  only  an  American 
Indian  women's  issue,  but  a gender  issue.  The  American  Indian  men 
should  feel  offended,  for  the  "s"  word  degrades  their  mothers,  wives, 
daughters,  sisters  and  grandmothers.  And  it's  an  all-men's  issue  out  of 
respect  for  all  women,  the  givers  of  life. 

Please  write  letters,  ask  friends  and  relatives,  politicians,  professors, 
etc.  to  do  the  same.  You  can  use  the  sample  letter  below. 

Thank  you  ! 

SAMPLE  LETTER 

You  can  either  sent  the  letter  handwritten  or  typed  by  snail  mail  to  KOLA 
(see  address  at  end  of  message)  or  by  email  sign-on. 

In  the  latter  case,  please  cut  and  paste  this  message  so  that  only  the 
letter  below  remains.  Make  sure  your  full  name  and  address  are 
underneath  the  text,  and  sent  it  to  <kolahq@skynet.be>  with 
<re:Ban  the  "s"  word>  in  the  subject  of  your  email  message. 


To  the  Department  of  Library  Archives  & Public  Records 
State  Capitol 

1700  W.  Washington,  suite  200 
Phoenix,  Arizona  85007 


To  the  Arizona  State  Legislature, 

To  Bruce  Babbitt,  U.S.  Secretary  of  Interior, 


Re:  Geographic  Site  Names 
Sirs, 

We  have  learned  from  American  Indian  elders,  who  speak  the  original 
languages  of  the  Indigenous  People  of  the  American  continent,  that 
the  word  "squaw"  is  a term  referring  to  female  genitalia,  and  by  its 
usage  represents  the  sexual  objectification  of  all  women  and  of 
American  Indian  women  in  particular. 

We  wish  to  add  our  name  to  the  list  of  people,  including  Senator  Paul 
D.  Well  stone  of  Minnesota,  Congressman  D.D.  Hayworth  of  Arizona, 
Arizona  State  Representatives  lack  lackson,  Sally  Gonzalez,  Debora 
Norris  and  Debra  Brimhall,  Arizona  businessman  and  governatorial 
candidate  Eddie  Basha,  the  Tribal  Councils  of  the  Colorado  River 
Indian  Nations  and  the  Ak-Chin  Indian  Community,  Paul  Magnusun 
(Department  of  Modern  Languages,  Carnegie  Mellon  University),  the 
National  Coalition  of  Racism  in  Sports  & the  Media,  the  League  of 
Indigenous  Sovereign  Nations,  HONOR  Inc.,  AIM  National,  AIM 
Arizona  Chapter,  AIM  Southern  & Northern  California  Chapters,  the  AIM 
Arizona  Chapter  Youth  Council,  and  KOLA  who  support  a petition  for 
name  change. 

Therefore,  we  demand  and  support  the  request  for  the  name  change  of 
"Squaw  Peak"  and  all  geographical  locations  throughout  Arizona  and 
the  rest  of  the  United  States,  which  contain  this  derogatory  and 
insulting  term. 

Out  of  respect  for  all  women,  American  Indian  women  in  particular. 
Sincerely, 

(your  name,  address  + country) 


KOLA  (International  Campaign  Office) 

Van  Boeckel  St.  20 
B-1140  Brussels 
Belgium 

Tel&Fax  +32-2-241-8322 
Email  : kolahq@skynet.be 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

FREE  WOLVERINE! ! ! 

"RE : innu  denounces  Quebec  to  UN"  

Date:  Sun,  3 Aug  1997  09:47:01  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : INNU  STATEMENT  AT  THE  UN  - GENEVA  (Fwd) 

- - FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  amck@globetrotter.qc.ca 

Sub j : INNU  STATEMENT  AT  THE  UN  - GENEVA 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Duly  31,  1997 


Innu  denounces  Quebec  to  UN 
by  Campbell  Clark,  The  Gazette 


QUEBEC  - Quebec  native  leaders  presented  a stinging  condemnation  of 
the  Quebec  government  to  a United  Nations  group  in  Switzerland 
yesterday,  accusing  the  Quebec  government  of  practicing  a double 
standard  by  claiming  a right  to  self-determination  as  a people  while 


denying  the  same  right  to  native  communities. 

At  a meeting  of  the  UN  Working  Group  on  Aboriginal  Peoples,  they 
charged  Quebec's  leaders  are  acting  as  neo-colonialists,  denying  to 
native  peoples  the  self-determination  that  the  same  leaders  declare  is 
Quebec's  right. 

"On  the  one  hand,  the  premier  of  Quebec  and  his  predecessor,  lacques 
Parizeau,  declare  loud  and  clear  and  clamour  on  all  political  stages 
that  Quebecers  have  a sacred  right  as  a people  to  decide  their 
future,"  said  Armand  McKenzie,  a representative  of  the  12,000-strong 
Innu,  an  Indian  people  also  known  as  the  Montagnais. 

"They  say  the  territory  of  Quebec  is  inviolable  and  indivisible.  They 
denounce  anyone  that  has  aspirations  that  oppose  their  dogma. 

"However,  these  same  leaders  who,  in  the  same  of  democracy  and 
freedom,  say  they  recognize  for  the  people  of  Quebec  an  inherent  right 
to  self- 

determination  refuse  to  recognize  this  same  fundamental  right  for  the 
aboriginal  peoples  of  Quebec." 

In  his  presentation,  McKenzie  said  the  Quebec  government  is  practicing 
discrimination  that  must  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
international  community. 

"We  reject  all  double  standards  on  the  concept  of  a people,  the  right 
to  self-determination  or  territorial  integrity,"  he  said  in  a 
statement,  a copy  of  which  was  sent  to  The  Gazette. 

In  a telephone  interview  from  Geneva,  McKenzie  said  other  native 
groups  from  communities  across  the  province  have  presented  similar 
statements  at  the  meeting,  decrying  the  Quebec  government's  attitude 
as  racist  and  discriminatory.  "It's  part  of  an  international  lobby 
effort,"  McKenzie  said. 

And  he  said  the  Quebec  government  is  obviously  concerned,  because  they 
have  sent  officials  to  Geneva  to  counter  the  native  groups'  arguments, 
and  to  other  international  forums. 

The  Gazette  contacted  a spokesman  for  Quebec's  International  Relations 
Department  to  ask  what  position  Quebec  officials  were  in  Geneva  to 
present,  but  they  did  not  respond  yesterday. 

McKenzie  said  native  peoples  have  the  same  right  to  decide  on  their 
future  as  any  other  people,  including  the  right  to  decide  on  whether 
to  stay  within  the  Canadian  confederation  if  Quebec  should  to  secede. 

The  Innu  held  their  own  plebiscite  in  October  1995,  and  overwhelmingly 
voted  to  remain  in  Canada  in  the  event  Quebec  secedes  from  Canada. 

McKenzie  said  the  Quebec  government's  attitude  is  blocking  efforts  to 
solve  land  claims  and  establish  self-government  in  native  communities, 
because  they  oppose  the  federal  policy  of  moving  toward  recognition  of 
aboriginal  peoples'  inherent  right  to  self-government. 

AND  HERE  IS  A COPY  OF  THE  STATEMENT  AT  THE  UN 

DECLARATION  OF  INNU  COUNCIL  OF  NITASSINAN 

ARMAND  MCKENZIE 

MEMBER  OF  THE  INNU  NATION 

HUMAN  RIGHTS  COMMISSION 

Subcommission  on  Prevention  of  Discrimination 
and  Protection  of  Minorities. 

15th  session 

28  july  - 1st  august  1997 

Point  5 of  the  agenda 

Madam  Chairperson, 

Brothers  and  sisters  indigenous 
Distinguished  representants. 

My  name  is  Armand  McKenzie,  member  of  the  Innu  People  and  representing 
the  Innu  Council  of  Nitassinan. 

My  people  lives  in  the  Quebec  and  Labrador  provinces  in  Canada.  We  have 
lived  on  a territory,  Nitassinan  since  immemorial  times. 

Allow  me  to  make  an  intervention  at  this  stage  of  our  meeting  in  order 
to  make  a report  of  the  situation  of  indigenous  peoples  living  in  Canada, 


in  the  province  of  Quebec. 

In  Quebec,  we  have  a provincial  government  directed  by  separatist 
leaders  that  do  no  want  to  recognise  indigenous  peoples  living  in  the 
province  of  Quebec. 

The  government  of  Quebec  wants  to  separate  from  Canada  for  historical, 
cultural,  social,  political  and  economical  reasons. 

Behind  these  reasons,  Quebec  is  showing  spite  and  racism  not  wanting  to 
recognise  Mamit  Innuat  inherent  right  to  self-government  within  the  frame 
of  territorial  and  governmental  negotiations. 

How  can  separatist  leaders  of  Quebec's  government  honestly  declare  in 
front  of  everyone  that  the  indigenous  peoples  of  the  province  of  Quebec 
are  the  better  treated  in  the  whole  world  when  they  deny  at  the  same  time, 
that  their  existence  or  their  most  fundamental  human  rights?  How  can  they 
state  in  front  of  everyone  that  Quebec  has  an  inherent  right  to  self- 
determination  when  at  the  same  time  they  refuse  this  same  right  to  the 
first  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Quebec,  the  indigenous  peoples. 

According  to  us,  if  Quebec  keeps  on  refusing  to  recognise  indigenous 
peoples  inherent  right  to  self-government,  Lucien  Bouchard  and  the  other 
separatist  leaders  of  the  Quebec  government  may  have  a serious  problem  of 
credibility  on  the  national  and  international  scene  about  their  secession 
project . 

This  is  why  we  are  in  Vancouver  and  in  Geneva.  We  are  there  to  denounce 
the  attitude  of  the  leaders  of  this  separatist  government  for  their 
contempt  to  the  one  they  should  dedicate  their  best  regard:  the  indigenous 
peoples  of  Quebec. 

We  are  here  before  you.  Madam  Chairperson,  to  denounce  Quebec's 
separatist  leaders  hypocrisy.  On  one  side  Quebec's  Prime  Minister  and  his 
predecessor  Jacques  Parizeau  strongly  stated  and  claimed  on  all  scenes  that 
Quebecers  have  a sacred  right  as  a people  to  decide  of  their  own  future. 
They  say  that  Quebec's  territory  is  inviolable  and  indivisible.  On  the 
other  side  they  denounce  all  those  that  have  contrary  aspirations  to  their 
dogma.  Nevertheless,  these  same  leaders  that,  in  the  name  of  democracy 
and  freedom,  pretend  to  recognise  an  inherent  right  to  self-determination 
for  Quebecers,  refuse  at  the  same  time  to  consider  this  fundamental  right 
for  indigenous  peoples  of  the  province  of  Quebec. 

According  to  us,  separatist  leaders  of  the  province  of  Quebec  simply  act 
as  neo-colonialist  leaders.  In  the  name  of  their  political  and  economical 
interests,  they  deny  what  they  seek  for  themselves  before  the  English 
Canada  to  the  indigenous  peoples  of  the  Province  of  Quebec:  such  as  the 
recognition  of  their  distinctive  character  as  a People.  While  they  state 
the  integrity  of  a mythical  "quebecer  territory"  - of  which  they  don't 
have  the  knowledge,  relative  to  the  indigenous  peoples  - those  separatist 
leaders  pursue  the  sacking  of  indigenous  territory  in  the  name  of  the 
major  interests  of  Quebec. 

It  is  for  these  reasons  Madam  Chairman,  that  we  want  to  bring  to  your 
special  attention,  as  well  as  the  UN  member  states  attention  the 
discriminatory  practices  of  Quebec's  government.  We  reject  all  double- 
standard concerning  the  idea  of  people,  right  to  self-  determination  or 
territorial  integrity.  This  might  lead  to  serious  violations  of 
fundamental  human  rights.  Any  people  has  the  right  to  self-determination 
and  respect  of  its  territorial  integrity.  Indigenous'  People's  right  of 
deciding  of  their  own  political,  economical,  social  and  cultural  future 
can  not  be  subdued  to  a state's  or  province's  political  and  economical 
interest.  Those  states  or  provinces  who  seek  liberation  on  the  basis  of 
the  same  motives  or  justifications  used  by  these  same  indigenous  peoples 
living  from  immemorial  times  on  the  territories  belonging  to  them. 

To  conclude  Madam  Chairperson,  if  you  allow  I also  annexed  my 
declaration  with  a copy  of  the  many  new  elements  affecting  Nitassinan  our 
territory,  which  involves  multinationals,  Canada,  provincial  governments 
of  Quebec  and  Terre  Neuve/Labrador  at  the  same  time. 

This  brief  report  demonstrates  our  territorial  and  environmental 
situation  and  shows  the  numerous  environmental  threats  shared  by  other 
indigenous  peoples  from  the  whole  world  in  the  areas  of  hydroelectric, 
mining  and  forested  developments.  Developments  that  go  against  certain 
international  conventions  promoting  sustainable  development. 


RE:  Is  Hawaii  a Really  State 


Date:  Mon,  18  Aug  1997  00:19:02  -1000  (HST) 

From:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

Sub j : Is  Hawaii  a Really  State  of  the  Union? 

UUCP  email 

August  18  is  commemorated  as  "Admissions  Day"  in  Hawaii,  but... 

Is  Hawaii  a Really  State  of  the  Union? 

The  following  information  provides  an  historical  perspective  on  how  Hawaii 
came  to  be  integrated  into  the  United  States  as  a state  of  the  Union,  and 
the  fact  that  this  status  is  not  and  has  never  been  legally  valid. 

Obviously  America  claims  that  Hawaii  is  part  of  their  country,  and  most 
people,  in  Hawaii,  on  the  'mainland'  and  around  the  world,  have  tended  to 
accept  that  as  so. 

The  common  understanding  is  that  in  1959,  a plebiscite  was  held  in  which 
the  people  of  Hawaii  voted  to  become  a state  of  the  Union,  and  on  August 
18,  1959,  Hawaii  was  admitted  to  the  Union. 

What  led  up  to  this  event? 

In  1945,  at  the  end  of  World  War  II,  the  United  Nations  was  established. 

In  the  Charter  of  the  UN,  a special  provision  was  made  for  certain  areas  of 
land,  including  Hawaii,  which  was  placed  under  CHAPTER  XI,  DECLARATION 
REGARDING  NON-SELF-GOVERNING  TERRITORIES 

Article  73  http://hawaii-nation.org/art73.html 

"Members  of  the  United  Nations  which  have  or  assume  responsibilities  for 
the  administration  of  territories  whose  peoples  have  not  yet  attained  a 
full  measure  of  self-government  recognize  the  principle  that  the  interests 
of  the  inhabitants  of  these  territories  are  paramount,  and  accept  as  a 
sacred  trust  the  obligation  to  promote  to  the  utmost,  within  the  system  of 
international  peace  and  security  established  by  the  present  Charter,  the 
well-being  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  territories,  and,  to  this  end: 

a.  to  ensure,  with  due  respect  for  the  culture  of  the  peoples  concerned, 
their  political,  economic,  social,  and  educational  advancement,  their  just 
treatment,  and  their  protection  against  abuses; 

b.  to  develop  self-government,  to  take  due  account  of  the  political 
aspirations  of  the  peoples,  and  to  assist  them  in  the  progressive 
development  of  their  free  political  institutions,  according  to  the 
particular  circumstances  of  each  territory  and  its  peoples  and  their 
varying  stages  of  advancement; 

c.  to  further  international  peace  and  security; 

[d.  - concerns  "constructive  measures  of  development,"  research, 
etc . ] 

e.  to  transmit  regularly  to  the  Secretary-General,  for  informational 
purposes,  subject  to  such  limitation  as  security  and  constitutional 
considerations  may  require,  statistical  and  other  information  of  a 
technical  nature  relating  to  economic,  social,  and  educational  conditions 
in  the  territories  for  which  they  are  respectively  responsible  other  than 
those  territories  to  which  Chapters  XII  and  XIII  apply." 

So  Hawaii,  under  Article  73,  was  a part  of  the  UN  system,  and  was  placed 
under  the  administering  authority  of  the  United  States,  which,  to 
reiterate,  agreed  to  "develop  self-government,  to  take  due  account  of  the 
political  aspirations  of  the  peoples,  and  to  assist  them  in  the  progressive 
development  of  their  free  political  institutions..."  with  "due  respect  for 
the  cultures  of  the  peoples  concerned..." 

Did  the  United  States  fulfill  this  "sacred  trust  obligation"? 

Under  Section  (e)  of  this  article,  the  United  States  was  responsible  to 
transmit  information  to  the  UN  regarding  Hawaii  and  the  provisions  of 
Article  73. 

Transmission  A/2135,  from  the  US  to  the  UN  in  1952,  states  that: 


"Throughout  the  school  system,  the  social  studies  programme  aims  at 
creating  an  understanding  of  American  ideals  and  purposes,  knowledge  of 
American  history  and  government,  practice  and  principles  of  citizenship...." 
Self-government?  Due  account  of  the  political  aspirations  of  the  people? 
At  one  point,  a former  territorial  senator,  Alice  Kamokila  Campbell,  filed 
suit  to  halt  the  spending  of  public  funds  to  "propagandize  and  subsidize" 
the  Hawaii  statehood  campaign.  She  said,  as  quoted  in  a Honolulu 
Advertiser  article,  "the  illegal  expenditures  are  to  the  detriment  of 
citizens  and  taxpayers  opposed  to  statehood  . . . Moneys  are  now  being 
expended  for  liquor,  luaus,  dinners,  entertainment  and  other  purposes  and 
objectives  contrary  to  law  . . . the  acts  and  conduct  are  of  a purely 
political  nature." 

Self-government?  Progressive  development  of  free  political  institutions? 
Then,  in  1959,  the  "plebiscite"  was  held. 

It  is  important  to  consider  two  central  questions: 

1)  What  was  voted  on? 

2)  Who  voted? 

1)  What  was  voted  on? 

The  question  on  the  ballot  was: 

"Shall  Hawaii  immediately  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a state?" 

Yes  or  No?  Become  a state,  or  remain  a territory? 

Why  was  the  option  of  independence  not  on  the  ballot?  Did  Hawaii  not  have 
the  option  to  become  an  independent  country  in  1959?  In  fact  it  did. 

The  document  guiding  the  process  for  removal  of  territories  from  the  List 
of  Non-Self -Governing  Territories  was  UN  Resolution  742  (VIII).  "Factors 
which  should  be  taken  into  account  in  deciding  whether  a Territory  is  or  is 
not  a Territory  whose  people  have  not  yet  attained  a full  measure  of 
self-government . " 

<http : //hawaii- nation . org/742. html> 

This  resolution  stated:  "...the  manner  in  which  Territories . . . can  become 
fully  self-governing  is  primarily  through  the  attainment  of  independence..." 

One  year  after  Hawaii's  "plebiscite"  vote,  on  14  December  1960,  the  UN 
General  Assembly  passed  Resolution  1514,  Declaration  on  the  Granting  of 
Independence  to  Colonial  Countries  and  Peoples. 

<http://hawaii-nation.org/1514.html>  This  resolution  includes  the 
following  passages: 

All  peoples  have  the  right  to  self -determination ; by 
virtue  of  that  right  they  freely  determine  their  political  status 
and  freely  pursue  their  economic,  social  and  cultural  development. 

Inadequacy  of  political,  economic,  social  or  educational 
preparedness  should  never  serve  as  a pretext  for  delaying 
independence . 

Immediate  steps  shall  be  taken,  in  trust  and  non-self- 
governing  territories  or  all  other  territories  which  have  not  yet 
attained  independence,  to  transfer  all  powers  to  the  peoples  of 
those  territories,  without  any  conditions  or  reservations,  in 
accordance  with  their  freely  expressed  will  and  desire... 

These  UN  resolutions  clearly  indicate  that  independence  was  not  only  an 
option  at  the  time,  it  was  the  primary  option  under  international 
principles  and  the  fundamental  inalienable  right  to  self-determination,  and 
specifically  with  regard  to  non-self-governing  territories  under  article  73 
of  the  UN  Charter. 

Not  only  was  the  option  of  independence  not  on  the  ballot,  it  was  not  even 
discussed,  while  statehood  was  actively  propagandized  with  public  funds, 
and  American  political  ideals  were  indoctrinated  through  the  schools. 

In  truth  it  was  the  United  States'  obligation  to  fully  inform  the  Hawaiian 
people  and  assist  in  the  attainment  of  the  goal  of  independence,  not  to 
extend  their  manifest  destiny  thousands  miles  across  international  waters. 

Violating  the  obligations  under  the  UN  Charter,  a treaty  agreement  and 
"supreme  law  of  the  land"  under  Article  VI  Section  2 of  the  US 
Constitution,  is  also  a violation  of  the  US  Constitution  itself. 

The  United  States  government  did  not  uphold  their  "sacred  trust  obligation. 


The  vote  for  statehood  was  not  a valid  exercise  of  self-determination  and 
decolonization  and  has  no  validity  in  international  law. 

2)  Who  voted? 

Anyone  who  had  resided  in  the  islands  for  a year  was  allowed  to  vote,  which 
included  large  numbers  of  American  military  servicemen  and  their  families, 
who  were  essentially  the  occupation  force  that  had  illegally  held  Hawaii 
since  the  admittedly  illegal  annexation  in  1898. 

Native  Hawaiians  who  refused  to  become  American  citizens  were  not  allowed 
to  vote. 

The  island  of  Ni'ihau,  which  was  almost  totally  Native  Hawaiian,  and  was 
relatively  free  from  the  propaganda  of  statehood,  voted  overwhelmingly 
against  statehood,  as  did  the  island  of  Lana'i. 

In  1993  Congress  and  the  President  decided  they  had  something  to  apologize 
for.  Most  of  Public  Law  103-150  deals  with  the  events  of  the  1893 
overthrow  and  the  1898  annexation.  But  one  important  clause  relates 
directly  to  1959  and  the  present: 

"the  indigenous  Hawaiian  people  NEVER  directly  RELINQUISHED  their  claims  to 
their  INHERENT  SOVEREIGNTY  as  a people  or  over  their  NATIONAL  LANDS  to  the 
United  States,  either  through  their  monarchy  or  through  a PLEBISCITE  or 
REFERENDUM."  (emphasis  added)  <http://hawaii-nation.org/publawall.html> 

"National  lands"  means  the  entire  archipelago  of  Hawaii. 

"Inherent"  means  a birthright,  given  by  Akua,  that  no  one  can  take  away. 
"Sovereignty"  means  total  control  over  land  and  natural  resources,  and  is 
virtually  synonymous  with  independence  under  international  law. 

Sovereignty  (partial  definition): 

"The  supreme,  absolute,  and  uncontrollable  power  by  which  any  independent 
state  is  governed;  supreme  political  authority;  the  supreme  will;  paramount 
control  of  the  constitution  and  frame  of  government  and  its  administration; 
the  self-sufficient  source  of  political  power,  from  which  all  specific 
political  powers  are  derived;  the  international  independence  of  a state, 
combined  with  the  right  and  power  of  regulating  its  internal  affairs 
without  foreign  dictation;  also  a political  society,  or  state,  which  is 
sovereign  and  independent." 

- Black's  Law  Dictionary  (Sixth  Edition) 

Interpreting  the  above-quoted  clause  of  the  Apology  Resolution, 
international  law  Prof.  Francis  A.  Boyle  (Univ.  of  Illinois  College  of  Law) 
stated  on  Dec.  28,  1993,  before  the  state's  Hawaiian  Sovereignty  Advisory 
Commission : 

"Congress  is  effectively  conceding  now  that  the  (1959  statehood)  vote  is 
meaningless,  as  a matter  of  international  law  and  United  States  domestic 
law.  So  you're  not  bound  by  it.  Rather  I'm  suggesting  you're  now  free  to 
determine  your  own  fate  pursuant  to  the  principal  of  self-determination." 
<http: //hawaii- nation . org/nation/boylesum. html> 

America  gained  possession  of  Hawaii  through  a succession  of  illegal  acts, 
in  1893,  1898,  and  1959,  and  has  confessed  to  these  crimes.  The  inherent 
sovereignty  of  the  Native  Hawaiian  people,  according  to  the  US,  has  never 
been  relinquished.  Essentially,  the  country  of  Hawaii  is  currently 
illegally  occupied  by  a foreign  military  colonial  power. 

The  statehood  vote,  both  in  terms  of  the  question  asked  and  the  people  who 
were  allowed  to  vote,  was  in  no  way  a valid  act  of  self-determination,  and 
Hawaii  has  never  legally  been  a state  of  the  United  States. 

The  option  of  independence  for  Hawaii  exists  to  this  day,  and  the  voices 
supporting  this  option  are  growing  steadily. 

Please  consider  these  facts  carefully  this  "Admissions  Day"  and  share  them 
with  all  who  may  be  interested,  including  your  local  media  and  political 
representatives . 

Mahalo. 


This  message  is  distributed  as  part  of  the  Hawaii  Nation  Info  educational 
service.  Please  redistribute  in  its  entirety.  To  subscribe  send  a note  to 
info@hawaii-nation.org  or  sign  in  at  http://hawaii-nation.org/guestbook.html 


To  unsubscribe  send  a note  with  "remove"  in  the  subject  line.  Mahalo. 
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"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian , whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

- "RE:  9th  Circuit  Court  Decision-Part  III"  

Date:  Tue,  29  lul  1997  23:12:50  -0800 
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Sub j : 9th  Circuit  Court  Decision-Part  III 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Here  is  my  quick  take  on  the  9th  Circuit  Court  "OPINION"  just  posted. 

No  mention  of  "accommodation  agreement"  in  the  text.  Apparently  this 
opinion  relates  to  other  appeals. 

"The  Navajo  appeal  the  judgment  in  the  use  case  and  the  Navajo  and  the 
Hopi  both  appeal  the  judgments  in  the  owelty  and  damages  cases.  We  affirm 
the  use  case  in  its  entirety,  and  in  large  part,  we  affirm  the  owelty  and 
damages  cases  as  well.  We  discuss  each  case  separately." 

i.e.,  the  appeal  has  been  denied  in  the  "use  case"  and  mostly  denied  in 
the  "owelty  and  damages  cases." 

"use  case"  (No.  94-17022) 

"The  district  court  awarded  the  Hopi  $18,187,132  for  the  Navajo's 
combined  grazing  and  agricultural  use  of  the  Tribe's  one-half  interest  in 
the  1UA  from  1962  to  1979.  The  case  was  litigated  pursuant  to  25  U.S.C.  S 
640d-17(a) (2) , which  allowed  the  Hopi  to  recover  one-half  the  "fair  value 
of  the  [Navajo]  grazing  and  agricultural  use"  between  the  time  of  the 
3UA's  creation  (Healing  decision  of  September  28,  1962)  and  the  partition 
of  the  ILIA  on  April  18,  1979" 

"owelty  case"  (Appeal  Nos.  94-17031,  95-15015) 

"Owelty  is  a sum  of  money  paid  by  one  former  joint  tenant  to  another 
after  a partition  results  in  an  unequal  division  of  their  land;  the  owelty 
compensates  the  former  tenant  who  received  the  lesser  value  for  the 
disparity. " 

"In  this  owelty  case,  the  district  court  held  that  after  partition  there 
was  no  statistically  meaningful  difference  in  value  between  the  Hopi  half 
of  the  land  and  the  Navajo  half.  Thus,  it  ordered  no  owelty  award." 

"damage  case"  (Appeals  Nos.  94-17032,  95-15029) 

"In  the  action  giving  rise  to  these  appeals,  the  Hopi  sued  the  Navajo  and 
the  United  States  to  recover  for  damages  to  the  HPL  caused  by  Navajo 
overgrazing  prior  to  the  1979  partition.  The  district  court  held  that 
while  the  conduct  creating  liability  occurred  before  the  1979  partition, 
the  Hopi ' s compensation  would  be  measured  by  the  value  of  the  lost  grazing 
opportunity  that  the  Hopi  suffered  after  partition.  In  other  words,  the 
Hopi  could  recover  the  post-partition  difference  in  value  between  the  land 
"as  is"  and  the  land  fully  restored.  None  of  the  parties  contest  this 
ruling  on  appeal. 

[15]  After  trial,  the  district  court  awarded  the  Hopi  $3,167,388.84  in 
damages  against  the  Navajo,  and  absolved  the  United  States  of  liability  on 
the  ground  that  the  government  made  reasonable  efforts  to  protect  the 
range.  Both  the  Hopi  and  the  Navajo  challenge  the  district  court's 
calculations.  Their  contentions  lack  merit,  except  for  the  Hopi  complaint 
that  the  district  court  wrongly  denied  damages  for  lost  grazing 
opportunity  on  lands  that  the  Hopi  set  aside  for  wildlife.  Accordingly,  we 
remand  so  the  district  court  can  add  the  value  of  that  lost  opportunity  to 


the  damages  award.  Further,  the  Navajo  argue  that  the  United  States  should 
be  held  liable  for  its  failure  to  adequately  protect  the  range.  We  agree 
with  the  district  court's  application  of  a reasonableness  standard  and 
affirm  the  district  court's  denial  of  liability  on  the  basis  of  factual 
findings  that  are  not  challenged  as  clearly  erroneous." 

Bob  Dorman 

redorman@plix.com 

"The  Activist  Page" 

http: //www. plix. com/~users/redorman/ 

- "RE:  Sovereignty/Part  3"  

Date:  Fri,  1 Aug  1997  14:29:35  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  GrayDeer@aol . com 

Sub j : Sovereignty:  Does  Today's  Tribal  Government  Truly  Represent 
Traditional  Native  Nations? 

UUCP  email  [Editorial  Note:  Sincere  thanks  to  Kanatiyosh  for  sharing  this 

paper  on  tribal  sovereignty.  Due  to  it's 
length  it  will  be  presented  in  4 parts.  This 
is  part  3 of  4.  Saving  all  parts  is 
recommended . ] 

Se: kon 

I thought  you  might  like  to  read  this  paper  I wrote  for  law  school. 

Barbara  Gray  Kanatiyosh 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Part  3 of  4 

Sovereignty:  Does  Today's  Tribal  Government 
Truly  Represent  Traditional  Native  Nations? 
by 

Kanatiyosh 

Prepared  for  Professor  Rebecca  Tsosie.  Arizona  State  University  Law  School. 
Independent  Study.  Spring  1997. 

Kanatiyosh  is  a Mohawk  3rd  year  law  student  from  Akwesasne,  NY  and  Canada. 
++++ 

2.  Today's  Seneca  Nation  Government 

The  Seneca  Nation  government  of  today  does  not  look  much  different  then 
it  did  in  1848.  The  Seneca  Indian  Tribal  Council  looks  remarkably  similar 
to  the  United  State's  form  of  government.  Although  the  Seneca  Nation 
government  consists  of  three  interdependent  branches;  the  executive  branch, 
legislative  branch,  and  the  judicial  branch,  it  functions  slightly 
differently  than  the  United  State's  government. 

For  example,  the  difference  can  easily  be  seen  in  the  judicial  branch. 

The  judicial  branch  consists  of  two  Peacemarker  Courts,  two  Surrogate 
Courts,  a Court  of  Appeals,  and  a Tribal  Council  that  acts  as  the  Supreme 
Court.  Allowing  the  Tribal  Council  to  act  as  the  Supreme  Court  is  like 
allowing  the  United  States  senators,  who  are  endowed  with  making  and 
passing  laws,  to  interpret  and  uphold  these  same  laws.  This  does  not 
sound  like  a good  system  of  checks  and  balances  of  power.  Another 
difference  from  the  United  States  seen  in  the  tribal  council  system  is 
that  although  one  may  be  represented  by  a lawyer,  usually  a person  is 
represented  by  a family  member  or  they  represent  themselves.  Furthermore, 
the  Peacemaker  Courts  and  Surrogate  Courts  "are  informal  and  conciliatory, 

" for  their  goal  is  to  restore  and  maintain  harmony  within  the  community; 
rather  then,  the  adversarial  system  of  the  United  States  courts.  The 
Peacemaker  Courts  hear  cases  of  divorce,  land  issues,  impose  fines  for 
fishing,  and  perform  marriages.  While  the  surrogate  courts  hear  cases 
concerning  deeds,  wills,  adoptions,  and  guardianship. 

Interestingly,  it  seems  ironic  that  the  Seneca  chose  to  name  their 
courts.  Peacemaker  Courts,  especially  after  they  purposely  separated 
church  and  State  when  they  rejected  the  traditional  form  of  government  in 
1848.  The  Seneca  Indian  Tribal  Council  states  that  they  needed  to  abolish 
their  traditional  form  of  government  in  order  "to  protect  the  community 


from  outside  threats."  While  it  may  be  argued  that  change  is  needed  to 
protect  the  community,  this  change  should  not  be  at  the  expense  of  one's 
religion,  nor  to  the  expense  of  traditional  people  who  still  exist  and 
continue  to  do  the  ceremonies  in  an  attempt  to  protect  Mother  Earth  for 
future  generations. 

In  defense  of  the  Seneca  tribal  council,  they  have  been  instrumental  in 
protecting  many  issues  important  to  the  Seneca  community.  For  example,  in 
a recent  case  Bowen  v.  Doyle  the  Court  reaffirmed  the  inherent  sovereignty 
of  the  Seneca  to  determine  the  internal  affairs  of  their  Nation.  Dennis  D 
Bowen  President  of  the  Seneca  Nation,  sought  in  the  Peacemaker  Courts  to 
remove  some  council  members  because  they  violated  the  terms  of  their 
office. 

^Justice  Doyle  of  the  New  York  Supreme  Court  ordered  that  the  Peacemakers' 
decision  to  remove  the  councilors  should  be  denied  and  that  the  members 
should  stay  in  office.  The  United  States  District  Court  prohibited  New 
York  State  from  exercising  jurisdiction,  stating  "the  Nation's  rights  to 
self-government  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  its  internal  affairs  are 
treaty  rights  [Treaty  of  1794  Canandaigua  Treaty]  and  cannot  be  abrogated 
absent  a 'clear  and  plain’  showing  that  Congress  intended  to  interfere 
with  those  rights.  The  recognition  of  the  1794  Canandaigua  Treaty  is 

very  important  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Haudenosaunee,  for  it  recognizes 
their  aboriginal  rights  to  govern  and  set  laws  as  individual  Nations.  The 
tribal  court  was  beneficial  in  reaffirming  the  Canandaigua  Treaty,  however 
one  must  keep  in  mind  that  it  was  the  traditional  government  that  secured 
the  treaty  with  the  United  States,  in  the  first  place! 

The  preceding  paragraphs  have  discussed  how  Christianity  helped  to 
assimilate  many  Iroquois  to  disregard  and  reject  their  traditional 
Haudenosaunee  way  of  life  and  adopt  a tribal  form  of  government.  That 
tribal  government's  roots  can  be  traced  back  to  New  York  State.  New  York 
State  had  an  agenda  to  dispose  of  the  traditional  government  as  quickly  as 
possible  so  they  could  take  a substantial  amount  of  lands  that  were  held 
in  the  hands  of  the  Haudenosaunee.  Through  "Trustees"  and  then  later  a 
mandated  elective  government.  New  York  appointed  then  persuade  the 
Christianized  Iroquois  to  form  Tribal  Councils.  While  the  Tribal  Councils 
have  been  instrumental  in  reaffirming  Indian  sovereignty,  they  have  also 
divided  the  community.  The  traditional  Haudenosaunee,  existing  parallel 
to  the  tribal  government,  have  continued  to  practice  self-government  and 
the  ceremonies.  In  the  proceeding  paragraphs,  the  tribal  government  of 
the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  and  the  effect  the  Act  had  on  native  peoples 
will  be  examined. 

2.  Tribal  Governments  of  Federal  Statute 

When  the  federal  Indian  policy  shifted  from  the  Allotment  and 
Assimilation  The  Seneca  Nation  government  of  today  does  not  look  much 
different  then  it  did  in  1848.  The  Seneca  Indian  Tribal  Council  looks 
remarkably  similar  to  the  United  State's  form  of  government.  Although  the 
Seneca  Nation  government  consists  of  three  interdependent  branches;  the 
executive  branch,  legislative  branch,  and  the  judicial  branch,  it 
functions  slightly  differently  than  the  United  State's  government. 

For  example,  the  difference  can  easily  be  seen  in  the  judicial  branch. 
The  judicial  branch  consists  of  two  Peacemarker  Courts,  two  Surrogate 
Courts,  a Court  of  Appeals,  and  a Tribal  Council  that  acts  as  the  Supreme 
Court.  Allowing  the  Tribal  Council  to  act  as  the  Supreme  Court  is  like 
allowing  the  United  States  senators,  who  are  endowed  with  making  and 
passing  laws,  to  interpret  and  uphold  these  same  laws.  This  does  not 
sound  like  a good  system  of  checks  and  balances  of  power.  Another 
difference  from  the  United  States  seen  in  the  tribal  council  system  is 
that  although  one  may  be  represented  by  a lawyer,  usually  a person  is 
represented  by  a family  member  or  they  represent  themselves.  Furthermore, 
the  Peacemaker  Courts  and  Surrogate  Courts  "are  informal  and  conciliatory, 
" for  their  goal  is  to  restore  and  maintain  harmony  within  the  community; 
rather  then,  the  adversarial  system  of  the  United  States  courts.  The 
Peacemaker  Courts  hear  cases  of  divorce,  land  issues,  impose  fines  for 
fishing,  and  perform  marriages.  While  the  surrogate  courts  hear  cases 
concerning  deeds,  wills,  adoptions,  and  guardianship. 


Interestingly,  it  seems  ironic  that  the  Seneca  chose  to  name  their 
courts.  Peacemaker  Courts,  especially  after  they  purposely  separated 
church  and  State  when  they  rejected  the  traditional  form  of  government  in 
1848.  The  Seneca  Indian  Tribal  Council  states  that  they  needed  to  abolish 
their  traditional  form  of  government  in  order  "to  protect  the  community 
from  outside  threats."  While  it  may  be  argued  that  change  is  needed  to 
protect  the  community,  this  change  should  not  be  at  the  expense  of  one's 
religion,  nor  to  the  expense  of  traditional  people  who  still  exist  and 
continue  to  do  the  ceremonies  in  an  attempt  to  protect  Mother  Earth  for 
future  generations. 

In  defense  of  the  Seneca  tribal  council,  they  have  been  instrumental  in 
protecting  many  issues  important  to  the  Seneca  community.  For  example,  in 
a recent  case  Bowen  v.  Doyle  the  Court  reaffirmed  the  inherent  sovereignty 
of  the  Seneca  to  determine  the  internal  affairs  of  their  Nation.  Dennis  D . 
Bowen  President  of  the  Seneca  Nation,  sought  in  the  Peacemaker  Courts  to 
remove  some  council  members  because  they  violated  the  terms  of  their 
office. 

Justice  Doyle  of  the  New  York  Supreme  Court  ordered  that  the  Peacemakers' 
decision  to  remove  the  councilors  should  be  denied  and  that  the  members 
should  stay  in  office.  The  United  States  District  Court  prohibited  New 
York  State  from  exercising  jurisdiction,  stating  "the  Nation's  rights  to 
self-government  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  its  internal  affairs  are 
treaty  rights  [Treaty  of  1794  Canandaigua  Treaty]  and  cannot  be  abrogated 
absent  a 'clear  and  plain'  showing  that  Congress  intended  to  interfere 
with  those  rights.  The  recognition  of  the  1794  Canandaigua  Treaty  is 

very  important  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Haudenosaunee,  for  it  recognizes 
their  aboriginal  rights  to  govern  and  set  laws  as  individual  Nations.  The 
tribal  court  was  beneficial  in  reaffirming  the  Canandaigua  Treaty,  however, 
one  must  keep  in  mind  that  it  was  the  traditional  government  that  secured 
the  treaty  with  the  United  States,  in  the  first  place! 

The  preceding  paragraphs  have  discussed  how  Christianity  helped  to 
assimilate  many  Iroquois  to  disregard  and  reject  their  traditional 
Haudenosaunee  way  of  life  and  adopt  a tribal  form  of  government.  That 
tribal  government's  roots  can  be  traced  back  to  New  York  State.  New  York 
State  had  an  agenda  to  dispose  of  the  traditional  government  as  quickly  as 
possible  so  they  could  take  a substantial  amount  of  lands  that  were  held 
in  the  hands  of  the  Haudenosaunee.  Through  "Trustees"  and  then  later  a 
mandated  elective  government.  New  York  appointed  then  persuade  the 
Christianized  Iroquois  to  form  Tribal  Councils.  While  the  Tribal  Councils 
have  been  instrumental  in  reaffirming  Indian  sovereignty,  they  have  also 
divided  the  community.  The  traditional  Haudenosaunee,  existing  parallel 
to  the  tribal  government,  have  continued  to  practice  self-government  and 
the  ceremonies.  In  the  proceeding  paragraphs,  the  tribal  government  of 
the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  and  the  effect  the  Act  had  on  native  peoples 
will  be  examined,  era,  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  of  1934  was  enacted 
in  an  attempt  to  remedy  the  atrocities  caused  by  the  prior  policies  of  the 
United  States  government  towards  native  peoples.  The  Indian 
Reorganization  Act,  like  New  York  State's  dealings  with  the  Indian  Nations, 
had  its  advantages  and  disadvantages.  In  this  section  of  the  paper,  the 
underpinnings  of  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  and  the  Act's  benefits  and 
disadvantages  will  be  discussed.  Then,  the  use  of  native  peoples' 
testimony  will  be  explored  in  order  to  allow  the  native  voices  of  those 
who  have  experienced  the  Act  firsthand  to  be  heard.  A.  Underpinnings  Of 
The  Indian  Reorganization  Act 

Prior  to  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  (IRA),  individuals  and 
organizations  unhappy  with  federal  Indian  policy  in  the  1920 's  began  to 
submit  bills  to  change  the  policy  of  the  Allotment  Act  and  assimilation. 

The  Allotment  Act  sought  to  end  communally  owned  land,  for  it  gave  each 
Indian  a certain  amount  of  land  that  would  be  held  in  trust  for  25  years 
after  which  the  land  would  be  owned  in  fee;  thus,  hastening  assimilation 
into  the  white  man's  culture. 

However,  in  actuality  the  Act  robbed  the  native  peoples  of  a vast  amount 
of  land,  weakened  traditional  forms  of  government,  and  led  to  dependency. 

The  Merriam  Report  is  credited  as  being  the  primary  catalyst  for  change 
in  Indian  policy,  for  it  compiled  the  effects  of  federal  Indian  policy  and 


illustrated  the  deplorable  conditions  in  which  the  Indians  were  now  forced 
to  live.  The  Merriam  report  has  been  criticized  for  its  continuation  of 
assimilation  attitudes,  but  is  said  to  have  given  a "greater  respect  to 
Indian  culture."  At  the  time  of  this  shift  in  policy,  there  were 
conflicting  ideas  on  how  to  deal  with  the  native  peoples. 

John  Collier's  bill  was  more  sympathetic  and  respectful  to  the  plight  of 
the  native  peoples,  for  it  advocated  restoration  and  embracing  Indian 
societies  and  culture.  Whereas,  the  Merriam  Report  sought  only  to  remove 
the  restrictions  imposed  upon  their  activities.  In  response.  Collier 
outlined  six  principles  that: 

[Sjhowed  that  the  government's  job  was  to  enable  Indian's  to  recapture 
their  own  genius,  whereas  the  Merriam  Report  had  not  believed  that  there 
was  anything  of  value  in  the  old  ways,  nor  did  it  believe  that  the 
principles  of  Indian  tribal  life  could  be  successfully  revived  and 
transposed  into  procedures  that  could  energize  and  provide  substance  for 
modern  corporate  existence. 

Although  many  of  Collier's  ideas  found  expression  in  the  Indian 
Reorganization  Act  of  1934,  the  underpinnings  of  the  IRA  were  imbued  with 
the  somewhat  conflicting  recommendations  of  the  Merriam  Report,  which 
seems  to  perpetuate  a schizophrenic  federal  policy  towards  native  peoples. 

1.  Indian  Reorganization  Act  Benefits  And  Disadvantages 

Some  of  the  benefits  of  the  IRA  is  that  it  stopped  the  further  allotment 
of  land,  restored  tribal  land  use  of  lands  not  allotted  lands,  it 
acquisitioned  lands  and  exempted  the  land  from  taxes  for  Indians,  it  set- 
up a revolving  credit  fund,  and  regardless  of  other  laws,  it  required 
Indian  preference  in  employment.  Another  benefit  the  IRA  offered  the 
tribes  was  a chance  for  tribes  to  create  tribal  corporations  and  charters. 
However,  whether  one  sees  the  various  changes  as  benefits  or  disadvantages 
depends  on  how  they  view  tribal  governments  versus  traditional  forms  of 
government!  If  one  sees  tribal  governments  as,  white  constructs,  it  is 
hard  to  look  past  the  infringement  that  these  tribal  governments  impose  on 
the  traditional  peoples  and  their  forms  of  government  to  see  the  benefits. 

The  premise  of  the  IRA  to  "encourage  economic  development,  self- 
determination,  cultural  plurality,  and  the  revival  of  tribalism"  seems 
strange.  The  Act  seems  strange  in  that  the  federal  government  through  its 
policies  of  isolation  and  then  assimilation,  would  now  venture  on  a new 
policy  to  remedy  the  disorganization  of  the  native  peoples  that  they 
themselves  caused.  The  federal  government's  remedy  "did  little  to  revive 
them  [Indians]  in  their  familiar  form.  Instead,  the  Act  built  upon  the 
tribal  situation  as  it  found  it,  and  created  an  entirely  new  framework  for 
tribal  self-government."  An  entirely  new  framework  of  tribal  self 
government  that  hardly  reflected  nor  respected  the  once  powerful 
traditional  forms  of  government  that  preceded  Anglo-American  forms. 1 These 
impositions  were  placed  on  native  peoples  and  continues  today. 

The  IRA  gave  the  Indian  tribes  the  right  to  organize  and  adopt  a 
constitution.  This  idea  of  giving  the  Indians  the  right  to  self-government 
is  consistent  with  the  policy  of  the  federal  government,  at  the  time,  of 
federal  absolute  power;  however,  it  completely  ignored  the  fact  that 
tribes  have  inherent  sovereignty. 

The  IRA's  form  of  tribal  government  allows  the  native  peoples  only  a 
limited  tribal  autonomy,  for  it  requires,  in  a paternalistic  fashion, 
approval  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  ordinances,  laws,  and 
resolutions.  Although  the  IRA  allowed  for  a tribe  to  reject  or  accept  the 
Act,  it  contained  a provision  that  counted  abstentions  from  voting  as  a 
yes  vote.  Therefore,  a traditional  people  like  the  Hopis  who  do  not 
partake  in  elections  were  said  to  have  accepted  the  IRA  tribal  government 
when  they  did  not.  Furthermore,  some  critics  argue  that  the  IRA  was  an 
Act  to  further  the  assimilation  of  the  native  peoples,  which  can  be  seen 
by  the  IRA's  usage  of  boilerplate  tribal  constitutions  that  the  tribes 
were  supposed  to  adopt. 

The  1944  report  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  recommended 
repealing  the  IRA  constitution  because: 

The  Indians  were  suppose  to  write  their  own  constitutions  but  they  had 
no  experience  in  such  matters;  besides  they  did  not  know  what  the  Bureau 


wanted  them  to  want.  The  only  way  to  organize  them  was  to  offer  them 
model  constitutions  acceptable  to  the  Indian  Bureau  or  else  reject  them. 
Using  standard  forms  a constitution  could  be  pieced  together  in  a 
conference  with  the  Indians  by  allowing  them  to  fill  in  the  blank  forms  as 
suggested,  between  the  items  required  by  the  Bureau. 

These  constitutions  were  replicas  of  federal  law  and  contained  little  or 
no  tribal  customary  law;  therefore,  they  lacked  the  uniqueness  of  each 
Nation  and  also  lacked  the  traditional  ways  of  life  that  is  important  to 
the  continuity  of  the  native  peoples  and  Mother  Earth. 

2.  IRA  Constitutions  of  today 

The  constitution  of  today  defines  the  tribal  government,  the  tribal 
council,  the  territories,  membership,  the  governing  bodies,  and  their 
powers,  and  some  allow  for  the  inclusion  of  tribal  concerns  and  customary 
law.  However,  most  of  the  constitutions  still  remain  with  the  same 
"boilerplate"  structure  and  language  of  the  originals. 

The  tribal  governments  vary  depending  on  what  criteria  they  chose  to 
fill  in  the  blanks,  but  are  generally  composed  of  the  following:  A tribal 
council,  whose  members  are  elected  into  office  for  a certain  amount  of 
years,  and  a tribal  chairman,  that  may  also  be  called  president  or 
governor  who  is  elected  by  either  the  tribal  council  or  tribal  members. 

The  constitution  also  provides  for  Tribal  courts  whose  judges  are  either 
elected  by  the  tribal  members  or  appointed  by  the  tribal  council.  These 
judges  may  or  may  not  be  tribal  members  and  are  rarely  trained  lawyers. 
Formal  training  is  usually  obtained  while  in  office.  While  it  is  true 
that  the  IRA  reorganized  Indian  communities,  this  reorganization  is  based 
on  Anglo-American  constructs,  with  very  little,  if  any,  traditional  ways 
incorporated  within  their  tribal  governments. 

B.  Native  Testimony 

In  this  section,  native  testimony  will  be  explored  in  an  attempt  to  allow 
the  voices  of  the  native  peoples  who  experienced  the  effects  of  the  IRA 
firsthand  to  be  heard  and  to  break  away  from  those  who  have  thought  of 
native  peoples  as  incompetent  children  unable  to  speak  for  themselves. 

The  IRA  had  vastly  different  effects  on  the  peoples  involved  in  the 
imposition  of  the  tribal  government  and  the  so-called  provision  which 
allowed  tribes  to  accept  or  deny  the  IRA  tribal  government. 

Oren  Lyons  spoke  about  the  Haudenosaunee  rejection  of  the  IRA 
government : 

Our  people  had  a vote  on  the  IRA,  and  it  was  rather  close.  The  reason 
why  it  was  close  was  because  people  did  not  believe  in  voting,  but  one  of 
the  chiefs  went  house  to  house  at  the  last  minute  and  said,  'If  you  ever 
vote  in  your  whole  life,  you  better  vote  this  time."  They  overturned  the 
process,  and  we  have  survived,  and  we  are  in  existence  today. 

However,  not  all  native  nations  were  as  lucky  as  the  Haudenosaunee  in 
rejecting  the  IRA.  For  example,  the  traditional  Hopi  of  Hotevilla,  in 
their  traditional  way  abstained  from  voting,  and  the  United  States 
government 

counted  their  abstentions  as  yes  votes.  Thus,  allowing  the  United  States 
to  impose  a foreign  government  on  the  traditional  Hopis  who  wanted  to 
continue  their  traditional  form  of  government. 

Some  native  peoples  saw  the  IRA  as  beneficial;  "the  white  man  has  driven 
us  around  like  cattle  for  many  years.  We  need  to  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  form  our  own  government  and  run  our  own  business."  While 
other  native  peoples  felt  the  IRA  was  a complete  failure,  for  it  "achieved 
none  of  its  central  policy  objections.  Foremost  among  these  were  the 
promise  of  'complete  economic  independence'  and  'self-determination'  for 
Indian  tribes . " 

Elmer  Savilla,  director,  of  the  Battional  Tribal  Chairmen's  Association 
said  concerning  the  IRA  constitution  and  economic  development: 

The  principle  thing  wrong  with  IRA  is  that  it  is  based  on  the  theory 
that  the  government  can  make  the  tribes  operate  according  to  Euro-American 
ethics.  These  ethics  assume  that  economic  development  and  profit  making 
are  the  backbone  of  progress.  ...  The  government  did  not  take  into  account 
that  the  Indians  had  a different  way  of  living.  All  that  the  older  people 


wanted  was  a piece  of  their  land  to  live  on  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
Instead,  they  were  saddled  with  Christian  work  ethics.  ...  The  IRA 
destroyed  the  Indian  way  of  doing  things.  The  manner  of  handling  Indian 
affairs  in  the  old  days  worked.  Savilla  describes  his  unhappiness  with  the 
IRA's  failure  to  allow  for  the  uniqueness  of  each  nation's  notion  of 
economic  development  and  tradition. 

The  tribal  governments  whether  state  of  federally  imposed  do  not  truly 
represent  the  traditional  peoples'  whose  inherent  sovereignty  goes 
unrecognized  and  their  voices  go  unheard.  From  a traditional  native 
peoples  perspective,  the  IRA's  language,  cloaked  in  the  federal 
government's  belief  of  having  absolute  power  over  Indians  is  offensive  in 
a variety  of  ways. 

First,  the  IRA  assumes  that  traditional  governments  no  longer  exist  and 
need  to  be  reorganized.  Second,  the  IRA  forgets  that  native  peoples  have 
inherent  sovereignty  and  insist  that  the  IRA  tribal  constitutions  define 
their  powers.  Third,  the  IRA  allows  tribes  to  form  business  corporations; 
to  in  effect,  run  a reservation  like  a business,  which,  in  many  cases, 
goes  against  traditional  ways  of  life  and  subsistence  economies. 

While  there  is  no  denying  that  many  reservations  have  poverty,  this 
poverty  was  caused  by  the  imposition  of  the  federal  and  state  governments 
who  hindered  traditional  economies  and  ways  of  life.  However,  the  answer 
to  economic  development  on  Indian  reservations  should  not  have  to  be  found 
in  the  building  of  gaming  enterprises  that  furthers  the  gap  between  tribal 
and  traditional  governments. 

The  answer  is  not  simple,  but  somehow  the  traditional  peoples'  voice 
needs  to  be  heard  and  recognized  as  the  legitimate  governments  of  the 
native  peoples.  A bridge  needs  to  be  built  from  the  tribal  government  back 
to  the  traditional  forms  of  government  to  help  the  tribal  peoples  who  have 
lost  there  way  to  find  their  ways  home. 

— "RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sat,  16  Aug  1997  00:34:20  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  16 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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WHAT,  INDEED? 


"The  old  times,  the  good  times. 

The  times  that  are  dead  and  gone. 
The  only  times  worth  living  in. 

That's  how  folks  rattle  on," 

Hoys  of  the  past  cling  to  the  mind. 

Its  troubles  fade  away. 

I'm  glad  to  live  in  the  present-- 

What's  the  matter  with  today? 


THE  INDIAN  WAY  OF  SHOWING  DISAPPOINTMENT. 


Some  traits  of  character  borne  by  the  red  boys  are  worthy  of 
emulation,  and  make  Indian  youth  desirable  pupils  to  instruct  and 
direct . 

The  following  little  occurrence  in  our  own  printing  office  will  serve 
to  illustrate  the  point: 

By  Friday  morning  of  last  week,  17,000  impressions,  inside  and  out,  of 
that  issue  of  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  had  been  made.  Two  or  three  thousand 
were  tied  up  into  routes  ready  for  the  mail-bags.  There  were  eight  or 
nine  thousand  still  to  mail,  and  7,000  inside  impressions  to  run  off, 
when  the  Thursday  evening  shop-bell  rang  to  stop  work. 

We  were  what  we  consider  on  time;  that  is,  by  good  work  we  should  be 
able  to  clear  up  everything,  and  have  the  edition  in  the  mail-bags  by  5 
o'clock,  Friday  afternoon,  which  we  aim  to  do  every  week. 

If  the  work  be  finished  before  five  o'clock,  the  printers  turn  to  the 
case  or  some  other  department  till  the  bell  rings. 

These  are  vacatio 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Big  Mountain,  Paths-L,  Taino-L  & 
First  Nations  Canada  lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native, soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.com,  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserver, 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  include,  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"If  the  savage  resists,  civilization,  with  the  Ten  Commandments  in  one 
hand  and  the  sword  in  the  other,  demands  his  immediate  execution." 

_ President  of  the  United  States  Andrew  Johnson 

"Accursed  be  the  race  that  has  seized  on  our  country  and  made  women  of 
our  warriors.  Our  fathers  from  their  tombs  reproach  us  as  slaves  and 
cowards.  I hear  them  now  in  the  wailing  winds.... the  spirits  of  the 
mighty  dead  complain.  Their  tears  drop  from  the  wailing  skies.  Let 
the  white  race  perish.  They  seize  your  land,  they  corrupt  your  women, 
they  trample  on  the  ashes  of  your  dead!  Back  whence  they  come,  upon 
a trail  of  blood  they  must  be  driven." 

"Every  year  our  white  intruders  become  more  greedy,  exacting,  oppressive 


and  overbearing.  Wants  and  oppression  are  our  lot. 
_Chief  Tecumseh,  Shawnee 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

There  is  a dead  zone  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  where  oxygen  depletion  is  so 
great  life  cannot  be  sustained.  It  is  the  direct  result  of  the  fertilizer 
and  excrement  being  dumped  from  the  Mississippi  River.  Cities  like  Atlanta 
routinely  pay  fines  rather  than  repair  and  modernize  their  treatment 
facilities,  and  continue  to  dump  raw  sewage.  Think  about  this  on  your  next 
float  or  fishing  trip.  If  it  makes  you  ill  consider  how  our  Mother  Earth 
feels . 

Here's  a couple  of  news  items  of  note: 


Date:  Mon,  25  Aug  1997  15:18:20  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Ann  Follette  <afls+@andrew. emu . edu> 

Sub j : Wal-Mart 

In  Nashville,  Tennessee,  Wal-Mart  and  Lowes  are  trying  to  build  a 62 
acre  super  store  on  a confirmed  burial  site.  Please,  if  enough  people 
call  to  tell  them  this  is  wrong,  they  won't  do  it.  Contact  Bill  Glass 
@ 1-800-925-6278.  Contact  TallEagle@aol.com  for  more  info. 

In  Brentwood,  Tennesse,  a library  is  being  built  on  the  site  of  three 
villages.  They  have  already  desecrated  one  grave  that  I know  of,  and 
members  of  the  Red  Stick  Confederacy  have  been  arrested.  They  need 
all  the  help  they  can  get,  monetary  and  prayer!  Contact  Lila  Weeks  @ 
615-893-0671. 

In  north  Georgia,  Lowes  is  trying  to  destroy  four  sites 
that  are  directly  on  the  Trail  of  Tears.  I spoke  with  Mr.  Charles 
White  of  Lowes  and  he  was  very  indifferent.  Please,  call  him  and  tell 
him  how  you  feel.. he  doesn't  appear  to  care!!  His  number  is 
910-658-4000,  ext  4479.  A demonstration  will  be  held  on  the  13th  of 
September.  Contact  Rick  and  Skylar  Shawaee  @ 205-564-9896. 


Date:  Mon,  25  Aug  1997  13:24:40  -0400 

From:  "Sara  Emily  Whitford"  <sewhitford@coastalnet . com> 

GARY, 

Last  year  you  posted  an  article  titled  pitting  against  one  another  that  was 
later  picked  up  and  ran  in  NEWS  FROM  INDIAN  COUNTRY  regarding  the  work  I am 
doing  here  in  NORTH  CAROLINA,  the  1st  homeland  of  the  TUSCARORA.  I am 
teaching  a course  at  local  college  titled  THE  AMERICAN  INDIAN  REVIVAL.  As 
the  director  for  a national  think  tank  working  very  hard  to  bring  our 
people  together .. .on  many  levels  I would  like  to  invite  your  readers  to 
contact  me  if  they  are  searching  to  connect  those  of  us  here  in  NC  that 
honor  our  ancestors  that  once  walked  this  land  and  fished  along  the  NEUSE 
RIVER  that  is  now  dying.  Fish  are  washing  ashore  and  trees  are  browned 
from  the  top.  Children  are  not  being  taught  their  heritage  and  language 
because  success  is  being  measured  by  a lower  standard.  If  you  or  your 
readers  wish  to  chat  with  me  on-line  they  may  reach  me  at 
water_lily@rocketmail.com.  My  #is  919-354-4187.  Thank  you  for  being  here 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


and  honoring  our  ancestors  by  serving  as  a reminder. 


WATERLILY 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : Ana  May  Baltese"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Aug  1997  09:30:34  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Ana  May  Baltese 

Mailing  List:  Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

In  the  Duly  21-28,  1997  Indian  Country  Today  edition  of  a story 
titled:  "Pine  Ridge  Baby..."  Anna  May  Baltese,  who  was  born  last 
October  was  discovered  to  be  suffering  from  biliary  atresia,  which 
is  an  obstruction  of  the  ducts  which  carry  bile  from  the  liver  to 
the  intestines.  Unable  to  flow,  the  bile  backs  up  into  the  liver, 
eventually  causing  cirrhosis.  It  is  said  to  strike  one  of  every 
20,000  infants. 

After  had  an  ultra-sound  completed  at  the  University  of  Nebraska 
Medical  Center,  it  was  discovered  that  Anna  May  Baltese  had  no 
gall  bladder  and  her  liver  ducts  were  not  connected  to  her  intestines. 
She  had  no  bile  ducts. 

Anna  May  has  undergone  a Kasai  operation,  which  is  where  a piece 
of  her  own  intestine  is  used  to  create  a duct  to  drain  the  bile 
from  her  liver.  Half  of  the  infants  who  have  this  operation  recover 
liver  function,  however,  in  this  case  Ann  May  wasn't  one  and  has 
been  put  on  the  list  of  people  waiting  to  receive  a liver. 

The  transplant  can  come  from  either  an  infant  who  has  died  within 
16  hours  of  the  operation  or  from  a living  adult.  Adult  donors  have 
to  be  related  to  the  recipient  and  family  member's  were  tested,  but 
did  not  match  or  were  ruled  out  because  they  were  overweight  or  had 


heart  conditions  or  diabetes. 

Several  weeks  ago  AnnA  mAy  began  throwing  up  blood,  a sign  that  her 
veins  had  enlarged  to  the  point  where  they  began  leaking,  a 
complication  of  the  liver  disease.  She  is  slowly  starving  to  death 
and  they  have  given  her  two  months  to  live. 

The  family  has  begun  a last  ditch  attempt  to  seek  out  distant 
relatives  who  would  be  willing  to  be  tested.  On  her  mother's  side, 
the  baby  has  relatives  on  Pine  Ridge  and  Rosebud. 

However,  finding  her  father's  relatives  is  more  complex  since 
Joseph  Baltese  was  adopted  by  a non-Indian  family  when  he  was  two 
days  old.  The  name  his  mother(real)  gave  him  is  Marvin  Whitewolf  and 
his  people  are  Northern  Cheyenne. 

People,  if  it  is  not  too  late,  understand  that  "Seven  kids  a day  die 
while  waiting  for  an  organ  transplant",  pass  this  note  along  to 
any  and  all  areas  and  hope  that  in  some  manner,  a relative  can  be 
found  who  willing  to  be  tested  can  match  little-baby  Anna  May. 

Anna  May  Baltese  is  our  future  and  deserves  a healthy  chance  to 
live.  Help  give  Baby  Anna  May  Baltese  a chance  at  life... 

Submitted  by:  kibbey@sierra.net 

http: //www. geocities . com/Ca pit olH ill/ Lobby/7027 

[c]  Warm  Springs  Productions 

"RE : Livestock  Reduction"  

Date:  Thu,  21  Aug  1997  14:29:58  -0800 
From:  redorman@plix.com  (Dorman,  Robert  E.) 

Sub j : Livestock  reduction 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

I am  forwarding  the  following  press  release  from  Nancy  Delany: 

From:  aimca@earthlink.net 

Date  sent:  Thu,  21  Aug  1997  13:25:24  +0000 

Send  reply  to:  aimca@earthlink.net 

Organization:  AZTLAN  LIBERATION  ORGANIZATION  (OLA) 

Subject:  Big  Mountain 

PRESS  RELEASE! 

A serious  situation  is  occurring  out  on  the  land  in  N.E.  Arizona  where 
the  Traditional  Dineh  (Navajo)  have  lived  for  close  to  1000  years.  The 
Traditional  Hopi  and  Traditional  Dineh  made  a pact  to  protect  the  land 
(the  mother  of  life)  from  rape.  In  this  century  Peabody  Coal,  the  Mormon 
Church,  and  the  US  government  conspired  to  avoid  that  sacred  agreement. 
Children  of  both  tribes  were  forced  to  go  away  to  white  schools  for  years 
of  their  childhood  Tribal  Councils  were  invented  that  ignored  Traditional 
concerns  and  allowed  corporate  deals. 

The  press  and  the  congress  fail  to  see  that  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council  is 
not  the  Traditional  Hopi  Tribe.  1000' s of  traditional  Dineh  have  been 
frightened  and  tormented  off  the  land  in  the  last  20  years  for  Peabody 
Coal.  Many  have  died  or  have  1/2  lives  removed  from  the  source  of  their 
prayers  and  day  spiritual  land-based  understanding. 

Now  a lease  has  been  invented  to  deny  the  sovereignty  of  this  remarkable 
life-respecting  culture.  Sheep  and  horses  needed  for  livelihood  are 
limited  below  survival  needs.  Aquifer  water  for  springs  is  stolen  to 
slurry  coal.  Permits  to  repair  houses  are  denied.  Police  harassment  is  a 
constant  threat  and  reality. 

Now  Kee  Watchman,  a respected  Traditional  Dineh  elder,  recently  returned 
from  the  UN  at  Geneva  where  he  spoke  to  a US  ambassador  about  coming  out 
to  the  land  to  see  what  is  happening.  Upon  returning,  he  learned  that  the 
Hopi  BIA  Rangers  plan  to  remove  30-40%  of  the  livestock  in  Cactus  Valley 
where  he  lives,  this  coming  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.,  and  Mon.  He  asked  his 
sister  and  niece  to  call  for  help.  (There  are  no  phones  out  on  the  land.) 
They  called  August  15th. 


He  requested  Witnesses  trained  in  non-violence  come  to  help  now  and  not 
to  wait.  He  said  it  is  a now  or  never  situation. 

Mon.,  Aug.  18,  1997,  one  concerned  person  calling  the  BIA  was  told  they 
had  4 BIA  out  there  counting  livestock. 

Tues.,  Aug.  19,  Nabahay  Kadenahay  (Bahe),  (a  traditional  forced  to  live 
away  from  the  land  in  Flagstaff),  reported  by  phone  that  he  had  just 
returned  from  Cactus  Valley  and  that  the  situation  is  serious.  He  said, 

"It  is  a last  act  of  desperation."  The  people  being  targeted  are  those 
who  have  refused  to  sign  the  lease  (since  it  denies  their  right  and 
ability  to  continue  their  Traditional  culture  and  it  was  created  without 
the  genuine  participation  of  either  the  Traditional  Hopi  or  the 
Traditional  Dineh). 

New  congressional  hearings  to  listen  to  the  Traditionals  of  both  tribes 
are  being  sought  with  the  hope  of  creating  a cultural  and  environmental 
preserve  out  on  the  land  so  the  people  who  have  been  sent  away  can  return 
and  renew.  If  the  most  Traditional  are  starved  out,  the  coal  company  will 
begin  to  mine  the  coal. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Nancy  Delaney  co-founder  of  Big  Mountain  Coalition 
1996-97 

(510)  944-7747  vm  (510)  548-3223  (h) 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list 
of  Big  Mountain  relocation  resistance  information 
(not  discussion  or  debate).  To  unsubscribe,  email 
redorman@plix.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the  subject 
header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist 
internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www. plix. com/~u sers/redorman /index. htm 

— "RE:  Big  Mt.  Emergency"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Aug  1997  13:17:35  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Big  Mt.  Emergency 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
And  now: "S. I.S.I .S. " <SISIS@envirolink.org>  writes: 

[SISIS  NOTE:  For  background  information  on  Big  Mountain,  see  our  emergency 
action  page  at  http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/emerg/dineh . html] 

The  following  is  forwarded  from  the  Big  Mountain  list. 

I have  just  received  a FAX,  which  I will  quote  below 
Emergency  Alert  at  Big  Mountain 
August  16,  1997 

Hopi  BIA  rangers  have  announced  that  in  five  days,  they  intend  to 
confiscate  a large  percent  of  the  livestock  in  a sweep  at  Cactus 
Valley,  at  the  heart  of  the  resistance  of  the  Big  Mountain  struggle 
These  livestock  are  the  main  source  of  livelihood  for  the  traditional 
people. 

This  is  a call  for  mobilization  for  culturally  sensitive,  strong, 
clear-minded  people  who  are  able  to  work  towards  unity.  People 
trained  in  non-violent  civil  disobedience  are  greatly  needed. 

Please  be  self-sufficient  with  food,  cooking-equipment,  sleeping 
gear,  water,  flashlights/lanterns. 

Please  call  Nancy  at  (510)  944-7747. 

If  you  cannot  go,  please  call  these  numbers,  and  ask  your  friends  to 
call.  The  traditional  people  are  really  isolated,  so  these  calls 
are  extremely  critical. 

A false  conflict  was  fostered  between  Hopi  and  Dineh  peoples  so 
Peabody  could  force  them  off  the  land  and  open-pit-mine  the  coal 
beneath  the  ground.  Traditional  peoples  are  united  against  mining. 

The  Tribal  Council  does  not  represent  the  traditional  people  and  are 
an  arm  of  Peabody  Coal.  They  are  making  a big  push  to  assert  their 


jurisdiction  over  the  land  by  using  excessive  force  that  threatens 
the  survival  of  the  traditional  culture.  Our  job  as  concerned  people 
is  to  protect  the  families,  the  livestock  and  prevent  any  further 
mining  development. 

PLEASE  CALL: 

The  Hopi  Tribal  Police  Chief--  Keith  Sekacucu 
(in  charge  of  livestock  impounding) 

(520)  734-2441 
FAX  (520)  734-9939 

Hopi  Tribal  Chairman  Ferrell  Sekacucu 
(520)  734-9497 
FAX  (520)  734-6665 

BIA  Superintendent  Robert  Caroline 
(520)  738-2225 

Peabody  Coal--  Howard  Carson* 

(520)  773-4503 

This  number  is  direct!  Ask  Howard  if  he  is  aware  that  this  culture 
and  people  are  endangered.  Three  million  gallons  of  water  are  taken 
from  the  Navajo  aquifer  just  for  the  slurry  lines..  He  should  be  made 
accountable . 

Senator  3ohn  McCain* 

(202)  224-2235 
FAX  (202)  228-2862 

Blast  him.  Make  him  know  we  hold  him  personally  responsible  for 
genocide  of  traditional  peoples  if  he  allows  impounding  of  livestock. 

*These  two  men  continue  to  put  profits  before  human  lives. 

Ada  Deer--  Assistant  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs 
(202)  208-3710 

FAX  (202)  208-6384?  (could  be  6884,  6334, or  6834,  fax  was  illegible) 
She  should  be  protecting  the  human  rights  of  the  people  and  listening 
to  the  traditional  people. 


The  livestock  impounding  plans  have  been  confirmed  by  other  sources. 

BIA  has  asked  that  each  resistor  brand  his/her  livestock.  Then  they 
will  be  counted,  and  any  excess  will  be  impounded.  Pauline 
Whitesinger ' s are  scheduled  to  be  counted  on  August  21st! 

Emergency  Response  Action  Needed 
8/18/97 

Update:  In  response  to  a telephone  conversation  with  members  of  the  Dineh 
Alliance,  the  Twin  Cities  Dineh  Defense  Alliance  agreed  to  relay  this 
information  to  Big  Mountain  Support  Groups,  and  other  concerned  organizations 
and  individuals. 

A notice  was  posted  announcing  livestock  impoundments  this  Thursday,  August 
21st,  1997  on  H.P.L.  range  district  262.  In  late  Duly,  the  Hopi  Tribal 
Council  announced  that  it  would  be  reducing  livestock  on  the  H.P.L.  by  40%, 
and  this  is  the  beginning  of  the  carrying  out  of  that  threat.  This  would 
effect  Pauline  Whitesinger,  Camp  Anna  Mae,  the  Ashkies  and  others. 

Phone  and  Fax  Zap 

Wednesday  Aug.  20th,  and  Thursday  Aug.  21st. 

Call  and  fax  these  Officials  and  say  NO!  to  livestock  impoundments! 

Ask  them  to  stop  denying  permits  to  people  who  have  been  left  out  of  the 
process,  either  because  of  relatives'  deaths,  or  simply  because  they  were 
never  counted,  as  in  the  case  of  Lawrence  Altsisi.  Let  them  know  you  are 
calling  long  distance  and  that  you  are  in  touch  with  your  local  media. 

Try  hard  to  actually  speak  to  these  officials  in  person. 

Chairman  Ferrell  Secakuku 
Hopi  Tribal  Chairman 
phone:  (520)  734-9497 

fax:  (520)  734-6665 


Culvert  Dayzie 
Land  Commission 
phone:  (520)  871-6441 

fax:  (520)  871-7297 

Keith  Secakuku 
Head  of  Hopi  Rangers 
phone:  (520)  734-9416 

fax:  (520)  734-2331 

Senator  lames  Henderson 
1 (800)  352-8404. 
fax:  (602)  542-3429. 

thank  him,  and  ask  for  his  continued  support  for  Dineh  resistors  on 
H.P.L. 

Ada  Deer 

Head  of  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
phone:  (202)  208-7163 

fax:  (202)  208-6334 

In  addition,  ask  her  to  respond  to  the  10  page  letter  she  received  from  Dineh 
resistors  Dune  28th,  1996. 

Leonard  Butler 
Navajo  Chief  of  Police 
phone:  (520)  871-6363 

fax:  (520)  871-7087 

thank  him  for  his  role  so  far.  Ask  him  to  continue  his  support  for  Dineh  on 
H.P.L. 

Twin  Cities  Dineh  Defense  Alliance  (612)  362-5964. 

For  more  information,  contact  us  at  our  E-Mail:  BMNATCOM01@aol.com 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Dispute  Over  Memorial"  

From:  wolfbat359@aol.com  (WOLFBAT359) 

Sub j : Dispute  Over  Memorial  to  Winners  at  Little  Bighorn 
Date:  25  Aug  1997  00:29:42  GMT 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

Dispute  Over  Memorial  to  Winners  at  Little  Bighorn 
By  DAMES  BROOKE 

CROW  AGENCY,  Mont.  --To  one  defender  of  Lt.  Col.  George  Custer,  it  is 
like  building  a memorial  to  the  Mexicans  killed  at  the  Alamo  or  "handing 
the  Vietnam  War  memorial  over  to  the  Vietnamese." 

To  a Crow  Indian  tour  guide  at  the  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield,  the 
proposed  monument  would  be  "great"  because  "the  Indians  won,  but  they  are 
not  honored  here." 

Four  generations  after  Indian  warriors  killed  Custer  and  the  troops  in 
his  command  in  the  hills  overlooking  the  Little  Bighorn  River,  the 
National  Park  Service  is  going  ahead  with  plans  to  build  a monument  to  the 
Indians  who  died  in  the  battle.  A monument  design  was  chosen  earlier  this 
year,  but  critics  say  the  structure  will  detract  from  the  obelisk  to  the 
fallen  soldiers. 


When  the  dust  of  the  debate  settles,  some  of  the  critics'  resentment 
comes  down  to  numbers.  About  270  soldiers  and  Indian  scouts  of  the  7th 
Cavalry  were  killed  in  the  battle.  The  only  memorial  in  their  honor  is  a 
weatherbeaten  granite  obelisk  that  has  a modern-day  replacement  value  of 
$50,000.  About  75  Sioux  and  Cheyenne  warriors  died  in  the  battle.  The 
memorial  planned  in  their  honor  would  be  a walk-in  monument  expected  to 
cost  as  much  as  $2  million. 

"If  you  want  to  emphasize  the  Indian  victory,  please  don't  do  it  at  the 
mass  grave  of  200  U.S.  soldiers,"  said  Wayne  Sarf,  a New  Jersey  history 
professor  who  is  a leading  critic  of  the  Indian  memorial. 

Such  complaints  fail  to  move  Gerard  Baker,  the  superintendent  of  the 
Little  Bighorn  National  Monument,  which  covers  more  than  700  acres.  "This 
memorial  will  represent  all  the  fallen  American  Indian  people,"  Baker 
said,  striding  over  the  proposed  site,  on  a grassy  shoulder  of  Last  Stand 
Hill,  about  50  yards  from  the  7th  Cavalry  obelisk.  "This  wasn't  the  only 
battle  the  Indians  won,"  added  Baker,  a Mandan  Hidatsa  Indian  from  North 
Dakota . 

Part  of  the  anger  of  the  white  traditionalists  stems  from  a sense  that 
they  are  losing  control  of  history.  Although  six  Western  states,  including 
Montana,  have  counties  named  Custer,  Congress  voted  in  1991  to  strip 
Custer  from  the  name  of  the  battlefield  here.  The  same  legislation 
authorized  the  construction  of  the  memorial  to  the  Indians  killed  in 
battle. 

One  congressional  sponsor  was  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  of  Colorado,  whose 
Cheyenne  great-grandfather  fought  Custer.  Campbell  was  a Democratic  member 
of  the  House  at  the  time  but  is  now  a Republican  senator. 

The  new  monument  will  add  balance  to  the  site,  said  Frank  Caplett,  the 
Crow  guide,  as  he  strolled  near  a military  cemetery  with  a separate 
monument  to  soldiers  who  were  killed  "while  clearing  the  district  of 
Yellowstone  of  hostile  Indians."  He  explained,  "The  whole  thing  used  to  be 
oriented  to  the  military." 

Indeed,  for  a century  after  the  1876  battle,  history  was  firmly  in  the 
hands  of  the  Custer  buffs. 

"When  I was  a student  20  years  ago,  people  would  say  that  the  only 
survivor  of  the  battle  was  Comanche,"  said  Patricia  Nelson  Limerick,  a 
University  of  Colorado  history  professor,  referring  to  an  Army  horse  that 
fled  the  battle  to  live  out  his  days  in  Fort  Riley,  Kan.  When  Comanche 
died,  his  body  was  stuffed  and  put  on  display  at  the  University  of  Kansas. 
But  there  were  about  2,000  Indian  survivors  of  the  battle. 

"It's  curious  that  the  most  memorable  words  in  American  history, 

'Custer'  and  'Alamo,'  are  about  the  defeat  of  white  guys,"  Professor 
Limerick  added.  Viewed  variously  as  a frontier  hero  or  as  a genocidal 
megalomaniac,  Custer  has  been  the  subject  of  an  estimated  40  movies  and 
1,000  books. 

Custer,  who  was  36  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  was  often 
referred  to  as  "the  boy  general,"  had  attained  the  rank  of  major  general 
of  volunteers  in  the  Civil  War.  In  the  reorganization  of  the  Army  after 
the  war,  he  was  assigned  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel. 

As  early  as  1925,  descendants  of  the  Indian  warriors  in  the  battle,  who 
were  led  by  Sitting  Bull,  started  petitioning  for  an  Indian  memorial  at 
the  battlefield.  Although  the  monument  is  surrounded  by  the  Crow  Indian 
Reservation,  successive  monument  superintendents  did  not  encourage  the 
effort  to  build  it. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  Russell  Means,  a founder  of  the  American  Indian 
Movement,  renewed  the  call  with  a nationally  publicized  protest  here.  In 
recent  months,  a move  to  present  the  Indian  view  of  history  here  has  been 
strong. 

Since  Baker  took  over  the  battle  monument  four  years  ago,  he  has 
actively  promoted  the  Indian  memorial.  Under  Baker,  Indians  have  filled 
about  half  of  the  summer  tour-guide  jobs,  and  Little  Bighorn  College,  a 
Crow  institution,  has  won  the  private  tour-bus  contract. 

Few  Indians  used  to  visit  the  monument,  but  as  more  and  more  Indian 
ceremonies  are  held  there,  Indian  attendance  has  climbed  to  about  10 
percent  of  the  2,000  tourists  who  visit  the  area  every  day  in  Duly  and 
August . 


"Indians  have  been  made  to  feel  more  comfortable  coming  to  this  place/' 
said  Michael  Marshall,  a 26-year-old  summer  guide  who  is  a descendant  of 
two  Sioux  warriors  who  fought  Custer.  "I  first  came  here  when  I was  12.  I 
wondered  then  why  they  were  only  telling  about  the  military  aspect." 

Critics,  most  of  them  white,  accuse  Baker  of  "Indianizing"  the 
battlefield.  They  say  he  steered  the  bus-guide  contract  to  the  Crow 
college,  required  that  applicants  for  park  janitorial  jobs  speak  Crow,  and 
replaced  white  veterans'  groups  with  Crow  veterans'  groups  at  Memorial  Day 
ceremonies . 

"It  has  gone  too  far  over  to  one  side,"  said  lames  Court,  a tour 
operator  who  was  the  monument  superintendent  in  the  mid-1980s. 

Most  symbolic  of  all,  critics  say.  Baker  has  turned  a blind  eye  to 
incidents  of  Indians  desecrating  the  mass  grave  by  derisively  tapping  the 
obelisk  with  sticks,  an  act  they  call  "counting  coup."  During  Baker's 
tenure,  animosities  have  grown  so  sharp  that  he  has  received  death  threats 
over  the  telephone. 

Baker,  an  impassive  man  who  stands  6 feet  5 inches,  brushes  off  such 
attacks,  saying:  "There  are  some  people  who  are  very  opposed  to  what  I am 
doing.  They  lost  their  playground." 

Even  though  some  are  calling  the  Little  Bighorn  National  Monument  "the 
nation's  most  polarized  park,"  the  architect  for  the  design  honoring  the 
Indians  says  its  theme  is  "peace  through  unity."  The  architect,  lohn 
Collins,  33,  is  from  Philadelphia  and  won  the  memorial  design  contest 
without  ever  setting  foot  in  the  West.  His  design  won  over  563  others. 

Walking  into  a low  earthen  mound,  visitors  will  see,  through  an  opening, 
three  bronze  sculptures  of  Indians  on  horseback,  silhouetted  against  the 
sky.  Through  a cut  in  a wall,  labeled  a "weeping  wound,"  visitors  will 
glimpse  the  7th  Cavalry  obelisk. 

"It  is  to  be  a link  between  the  two,"  Collins  said  in  a telephone 
interview,  "welcoming  the  dead,  so  that  there  can  be  an  exchange  of 
spirits.  Once  you  are  dead,  whether  an  Indian  or  a white  man,  you  have  a 
better  understanding  of  the  infinite  from  where  you  came.  All  the 
differences  of  this  world  are  not  important." 

Copyright  1997  The  New  York  Times 

"RE : Cherokee  National  Holiday"  

Date:  Tue,  19  Aug  1997  12:01:17  GMT 

From:  gehring.l@postbox.acs.ohio-state.edu  (Glenn  Gehring) 

Sub j : Cherokee  National  Holiday 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

This  is  from  the  Cherokee  Press  Association  and  was  posted  on  the  Cherokee 
Observer's  webBBS.  The  Cherokee  National  Holiday  is  Labor  Day  weekend  in 
Tahlequah,  Oklahoma. 

http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net/Cherokee/ObserverWebBBS/index. cgi 
Forwarded  message  follows: 

Our  legal  remedies  for  ending  this  crisis  have  just  begun.  Contrary  to 
the  Byrd  administration  and  attorney's  mis-information  regarding  what  the 
federal  courts  have  said  or  not  said,  the  fact  remains  that  no  case  has 
been  heard  in  federal  courts.  Dudgments  have  not  been  made  on  the  3AT 
Dustices  petitions  or  the  Marshals  petitions  nor  have  judgments  been  made 
on  civil  rights  petitions  from  dozens  of  individual  Cherokees. 

For  those  who  feel  that  we  have  no  legal  remedy  for  this  situation,  and 
that  justice  seems  far  away,  it  may  be  of  some  encouragement  to  know  that 
many  people  with  years  of  legal  experience  are  approaching  new  legal 
avenues  for  solving  this  crisis,  and  some  of  those  avenues  could  lead  to 
a court  of  law  before  the  Cherokee  National  Holiday. 

We  as  a people  will  NEVER  QUIT  until  we  successfully,  in  a court  of  law, 
hold  all  people  accountable  both  inside  the  tribal  government  and  outside 
the  tribal  government  for  their  illegal  actions. 

We  as  a people  will  NEVER  SURRENDER  our  great  Cherokee  Nation  to  those 


who  have  no  respect  for  our  laws,  our  Constitution,  and  our  honorable 
people. 

We  as  a people  will  NEVER  GIVE  UP  until  Justice  and  our  Constitutional 
government  is  returned  to  the  Cherokee. 

All  of  us  must  pledge  to  ourselves  and  remind  everyone  else  that  while 
certain  other  people  in  this  tribe  and  outside  this  tribe  have  broken  laws 
that  we  the  Cherokee  people  refuse  to  stoop  beneath  our  own  principles  as 
law  abiding  people. 

As  a US  citizen  and  Cherokee  Citizen  we  have  all  the  civil  rights  that 
the  Constitution  guarantees.  We  have  freedom  of  speech.  No  matter  how  many 
law  enforcement  officers  that  Sheriff  Goss,  Diane  Barker  Harrold,  the  BIA, 
or  Byrd's,  Harrold  Wayne  Jordon  wants  to  bring  to  the  Cherokee  National 
Holiday  as  an  excessive  show  of  force... our  voices  cannot  be  legally 
silenced.  We  will  obey  all  laws,  and  they  will  have  to  respect  our  rights. 
They  all  know  what  our  rights  are.  Let  us  make  sure  that  we  know  our 
rights . 

We  plan  to  have  a peaceful  Cherokee  National  Holiday.  It  may  not  be  a 
quiet  holiday  because  of  all  our  voices  being  heard  and  opinions  expressed, 
however  it  will  be  filled  with  law  abiding  people  exercising  our  civil 
rights . 

From  what  we  understand  there  will  be  various  locations  set  up  for 
Cherokees  who  would  like  to  exercise  their  civil  rights.  There  will  be 
posts  soon  on  where  people  can  go  in  Tahlequah  for  information  on  the 
aspects  of  do's  and  don't's  during  the  holiday.  Write  down  the  Cherokee 
Nation  Marshal  Service  number  (918-458-5392)  There  are  several  numbers 
and  names  already  posted  on  the  Cherokee  Observer  web  page  that  can  be 
helpful  for  directing  you  to  the  right  sources  of  information  regarding 
the  "People's  Cherokee  National  Holiday." 

The  downtown  Cherokee  Nation  Court  House  Square  on  Saturday  during  the 
parade  of  course  will  be  a major  gathering  place  for  everyone.  There  will 
be  no  riots,  there  will  be  no  melees...  only  patriots  with  a loud  and 
clear  message  to  those  who  hold  our  Constitution  hostage  and  themselves 
above  our  laws  in  an  attempt  to  set  up  a Banana  Republic. 

- — "RE:  Cherokee  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Aug  1997  12:04:40  GMT 

From:  gehring.l@postbox.acs.ohio-state.edu  (Glenn  Gehring) 

Sub j : *Cherokee  Nation*  JAT  Press  Release 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

CHEROKEE  NATION  JUDICIAL  APPEALS  TRIBUNAL 
P.O.  Box  1097-Tahlequah,  OK.  74465-1097 
Phone  and  fax  no  longer  valid  after  6/20  takeover 
by  Chief;  see  individual  numbers  below 
PRESS  RELEASE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 
Tuesday,  August  19,  1997 

The  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  reports  that  Pat  Ragsdale  and  Diane  Blalock 
were  arrested  by  Cherokee  County  Sheriff's  Deputies  as  they  tried  to  obey 
the  lawful  order  of  the  Tribunal  last  Wednesday,  August  13th.  The  order 
was  to  peacefully  recover  possession  of  the  Tribal  Courthouse  in  downtown 
Tahlequah,  Oklahoma  and  was  issued  and  announced  three  days  ahead  of  time 
to  allow  for  all  the  necessary  coordination  between  federal,  state  and 
local  law  enforcement  authorities.  The  Tribunal  appreciates  the  work  of 
those  Marshals  and  citizens  who  worked  to  restore  this  Courthouse  to  the 
possession  of  the  Tribunal,  as  required  by  tribal  law. 

The  Tribunal  continues  to  be  dismayed  that  the  Chief,  illegally  in 
possession  of  the  building  since  his  brutal  raid  on  June  20th,  would 
resist  this  lawful  order  of  the  Tribunal.  When  Chief  Byrd  was  asked  by 
Councilman  Nick  Lay  at  the  Tribal  Council  meeting  Tuesday  night  (Aug. 12) 
if  the  Chief  would  permit  lawful  occupancy  by  the  Tribunal  on  Wednesday, 
the  Chief  delivered  a long  and  rambling  statement  which  was  generally 
thought  to  be  a "Yes"  answer.  When  asked  Tuesday  (Aug. 13)  for  their  stance, 
the  Cherokee  County  District  Attorney's  Office  was  understood  to  say  that 


they  would  respect  this  Court's  Order.  The  Tribunal  is  at  a loss  to 
understand  the  decision  of  both. 

The  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  is  a symbol  to  the  people.  It  is  unknown 
if  the  Tribunal's  files  are  still  there;  almost  certainly,  the  Chief  has 
removed  them  for  his  own  purposes.  It  is  unknown  if  there  is  still 
furniture  in  the  building.  This  National  Historic  Landmark  is  closed  to 
all  Cherokee  citizens  by  order  of  Chief  Byrd.  It  should  be  open  for 
justice. 

Anyone  who  considers  last  week's  operation  a loss  should  consider  the 
long-range  goals  of  those  involved- -the  restoration  of  Constitutional 
government  to  the  Cherokee  Nation.  August  13th  was  an  important  step  in 
that  process.  It  has  once  again  demonstrated  who  is  following  lawful  court 
orders  and  who  is  following  his  own  personal  interest. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: 

Contact  Philip  H.  Viles,  Dr.  at  number  below 
Philip  H.  Viles,  Dr. 

Dustice 

P.0.  Box  700414 
Tulsa,  OK  74170-0414 
Phone  918-625-1407 
FAX  918-496-1792 

Ralph  F.  Keen 
Chief  Dustice 
602  Magnolia  Drive 
Tahlequah,  OK  74464 
Phone  918-456-9551 
FAX  918-456-4330 

Dwight  W.  Birdwell 
Dustice 

217  N.  Harvey,  Ste.  200 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73102 
Phone  405-236-4675 
FAX  405-235-1209 

-=+=+=+=+=- 
Provided  by: 

The  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER 
P.0.  Box  1301 
Day,  OK.  74346-1301 
Phone/FAX:  (918)  253-8752 
cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com 
-=+=+=+=+=- 

http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net /Cherokee/Observer . shtml 

— "RE:  Cherokee  Civil  Rights  Violated"  — 

Date:  Fri,  22  Aug  1997  07:47:39  GMT 

From:  gehring.l@postbox.acs.ohio-state.edu  (Glenn  Gehring) 

Sub j : *Cherokee  Nation*  CIVIL  RIGHTS  VIOLATED? 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Violence  by  police  on  Wednesday  August  13  clearly  demonstrates  that 
illegal  federal,  state,  county,  and  city  intervention  in  the 
constitutional  process  at  Cherokee  Nation  continues.  About  300  people 
gathered  at  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  in  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma  to 
support  the  Cherokee  Marshals  and  celebrate  the  return  of  the  courthouse 
to  the  Cherokee  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal.  City  and  county  police 
stormed  the  crowd  and  several  men  and  women  were  hurt  (see  press  release 
below  for  more  details).  BIA  and  state  police  assisted. 

The  crisis  began  when  Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd  came  under  investigation 
for  misuse  of  tribal  funds.  A search  warrant  was  issued  by  Cherokee 
Nation's  Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal  (supreme  court)  to  obtain  copies  of 
specific  documents  in  Chief  Byrd's  possession  last  February. 


Since  then.  Chief  Byrd  has  fired  all  the  Cherokee  Marshals,  fired  the 
tribal  prosecutor,  moved  to  impeach  the  Cherokee  supreme  court  (and  claims 
he  did),  put  the  entire  staff  of  the  tribal  paper  on  administrative  leave, 
invited  the  BIA  police  in  to  take  over  law  enforcement,  conducted  an 
illegal  4 a.m.  raid  on  the  Cherokee  Nation  courthouse  (they  went  straight 
for  the  evidence  but  were  stopped  by  Cherokee  Marshals ...  however,  they 
did  succeed  with  the  help  of  several  law  enforcement  agencies  in  taking 
over  the  Cherokee  Courthouse),  AND  STILL  PROCLAIMS  HE  DID  NOTHING  WRONG. 
Most  of  the  actions  he  took  clearly  violate  the  Cherokee  Constitution. 

If  it  wasn't  for  the  intervention  of  outside  forces,  this  crisis  would 
be  over,  and  constitutional  rule  would  have  been  restored  by  the  Cherokee 
Nation  legal  system.  However,  in  spite  of  numerous  legal  violations,  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA)  and  other  governments  continue  to  persist 
in  their  armed  intervention  in  Cherokee  Nation's  affairs. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Justice  recognizes  the  Cherokee  Nation  Judicial 
Appeals  Tribunal  as  a valid  tribal  court  (according  to  a statement  by  U.S. 
Attorney  John  Raley  last  week) . The  BIA,  however,  feels  they  are 
impeached . 

At  issue  is  the  Cherokee  Constitution  and  Cherokee  Nation's  right  to 
handle  our  own  affairs.  The  following  quotes  from  the  Cherokee 
Constitution  explain  the  issue. 

Article  XII.  Employee  Rights 

No  employee,  who  having  served  in  a position  at  least  one  (1)  year, 
shall  be  removed  from  the  employment  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  except 
for  cause.  The  employee  shall  be  afforded  a hearing  by  the  Judicial 
Appeals  Tribunal... 

Chief  Byrd  fired  the  Marshals  (there  were  15  Marshals)  after  they  served 
the  warrant.  The  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  immediately  reinstated  the 
fired  Marshals  (this  was  before  the  purported  impeachment  took  place). 
Chief  Byrd  refused  to  recognize  the  court  order  and  hired  a personal 
security  force.  Additionally,  he  invited  the  BIA  to  take  over  law 
enforcement.  The  Marshals  have  worked  without  pay  for  almost  6 months. 
Nevertheless,  they  are  still  Cherokee  Marshals  according  to  Cherokee  law. 

Regarding  the  impeachment  of  the  Justices,  it  is  very  clear  the 
impeachment  proceeding  was  illegal  according  to  the  Cherokee  Constitution. 
There  wasn't  a QUORUM,  and  a quorum  IS  REQUIRED  for  any  business  to  take 
place  at  a tribal  council  meeting.  Quorum  is  used  twice  in  the  Cherokee 
Constitution.  The  first  instance  defines  it,  and  the  second  instance 
states  that  a quorum  is  necessary  at  EXTRAORDINARY  MEETINGS. 

Article  V.  Legislative 

Section  4.  ...No  business  shall  be  conducted  by  the  Council 

unless  at  least  two  thirds  (2/3)  of  members  thereof  regularly 
elected  and  qualified  shall  be  in  attendance,  which  number  shall 
constitute  a QUORUM...  (emphasis  added) 

Article  VI.  Executive 

Section  8.  The  Principal  Chief  may  on  extraordinary  occasions 
convene  the  Council ...  Before  the  extraordinary  meetings  may  be 
legally  sufficient  to  conduct  business,  a QUORUM  of  the  Council  must 
be  present,  (emphasis  added) 

Byrd  claims  that  since  quorum  isn't  defined  AGAIN  when  it  is  used  here 
that  he  can  claim  a simple  majority  to  constitute  a quorum  at 
extraordinary  meetings.  There  was  NOT  a quorum  present  at  the  council 
meeting  that  moved  to  impeach  the  Justices  or  at  the  so  called  "court  of 
removal"  (I  was  there... 2/3  of  15  = 10...  there  were  only  8 council 
members  there).  Consequently,  no  legal  impeachment  ever  took  place. 

Quorum  IS  defined  in  the  constitution  and  can't  be  arbitrarily  changed. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  BIA's  position  in  upholding  this  Chief 
with  their  police. 

For  more  information  and  background  on  the  constitutional  crisis  at 
Cherokee  Nation  please  see  the  following  web  sites. 


http : //www. users . inter port . net /~wovoka /cherokee . htm 
http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net /Cherokee/Observer . shtml 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

PRESS  RELEASE 
August  21,  1997 

CIVIL  RIGHTS  COMPLAINT  FILED  AGAINST  CHEROKEE  COUNTY  D.A., 

DIANE  BARKER-HARROLD  AND  CHEROKEE  COUNTY  SHERIFF,  DELANA  GOSS 

Tulsa,  OK  Attorney  Chadwick  Smith  filed  a Complaint  for  Vindication  of 
Civil  Rights  today  in  the  northern  District  Federal  Court  against  District 
Attorney  Diane  Barker  Harrold,  Cherokee  County  Sheriff  Delena  Goss,  City 
of  Tahlequah  Police  Chief,  Norman  Fisher,  BIA  and  (8)  other  county,  state 
and  federal  officials. 

Smith  represents  24  Plaintiffs  who  in  several  separate  incidents  were 
prohibited  from  their  freedom  to  exercise  basic  civil  rights.  The 
complaint  declares  that  citizens  were  threatened,  brutally  manhandled, 
bodily  injured,  and  suffer  from  repeated  persecution  and  invasion  of  rights 
by  the  city,  county,  state  and  federal  officials  named  as  defendants  in  the 
complaint . 

Smith  is  asking  for  a preliminary  injunction  restraining  and  prohibiting 
Defendants  from  restricting  citizens'  right  to  assemble  at  and  enter  into 
the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  in  downtown  Tahlequah,  Oklahoma  except  on 
terms  as  proscribed  by  the  Cherokee  Nation  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal. 

Smith  states  in  the  complaint  that  a preliminary  injunction  is  required 
because  of  the  irreparable  damage 

and  harm  demonstrated  by  Defendants  and  threatened  by  Defendants;  for 
manifold  and  repeated  persecution  and  invasion  of  Plaintiff's  rights.  Smith 
said  that,  "Defendants  have  clearly  established  a pattern  of  violence 
toward  Plaintiff's  exercise  of  their  right  to  assembly  at  the  Cherokee 
Nation  Courthouse." 

Attorney  Smith,  a Cherokee  law  scholar  and  former  Director  of  Justice  for 
the  Cherokee  Nation,  said  that  the  orders  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Appeals 
Tribunal  are  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit  by  both  the  US  Federal 
Government  and  the  State  Of  Oklahoma. 

The  law  suit  states  that  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse  is  property  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  and  is  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Judicial  Appeals 
Tribunal  under  Cherokee  law.  The  BIA,  the  District  Attorney's  Office,  the 
Cherokee  County  Sheriff's  Office  and  the  City  of  Tahlequah  Police  had  no 
lawful  authority  to  be  a party  to  the  Joe  Byrd  ordered  siege  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse.  They  had  no  lawful  authority  to  restrict 
entrance  to  a Cherokee  Nation  public  building;  had  no  lawful  authority  to 
block  off  a public  street  to  accommodate,  facilitate  and  protect  an  illegal 
siege  and  plunder  of  the  Courthouse;  had  no  lawful  authority  to  detain  and 
assault  Plaintiffs;  and  had  no  permission  from  the  caretakers  of  the 
Courthouse  to  restrict  access  to  the  building  by  the  public. 

One  of  the  Plaintiffs,  Lisa  Tiger,  a nationally  recognized  artist  and 
speaker  was  taken  away  in  an  ambulance  after  the  Wednesday,  August  13th 
melee  in  which  state  officials  refused  to  allow  Cherokees  in  their 
courthouse.  Tiger  said  that  she  was  grabbed  by  Defendants'  agents  from 
behind  by  her  hair  so  violently  that  it  resulted  in  whiplash  and  then  they 
lifted  her  off  her  feet  throwing  her  face  first  on  the  concrete  porch  of 
the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse.  Tiger  said,  "This  brutal  and  uncalled  for 
assault  and  battery  has  subjected  me  to  extreme  pain  and  prevented  me  from 
doing  my  work  as  an  artist."  I now  have  to  undergo  surgery  because  of  this 
lawless  violent  act  by  out  of  control  police."  She  continued,  "I  am  HIV 
positive  and  travel  around  the  country  speaking  out  to  Indian  people  and 
others  on  prevention  of  Aids.  I have  scheduled  public  appearances 
contracted  and  an  Aerobic  Video  production  that  I was  supposed  to  start 
work  on  and  at  this  point  am  not  sure  I will  be  able  fulfill  those 
engagements."  Tiger  said  that  stress  is  the  number  one  cause  of  death  with 
HIV  positive  people.  . She  said  that  everyone  coming  to  the  courthouse 
that  day  were  happy  that  finally  the  courthouse  would  be  opened  again  to 
the  public  and  that  she  and  everyone  else  had  a right  to  be  there.  Tiger 
said  that  the  only  persons  who  brutally  injured  and  attacked  public 
citizens  on  that  day  were  the  police  officers  from  the  city,  county,  and 


state.  She  added  that  the  unarmed  authorized  Cherokee  Nation  bailiffs 
presented  a legal  court  order  to  Harrold  Wayne  Dordon  and  were  doing  what 
they  needed  to  do  to  gain  access  until  prevented  from  their  lawful  duty  by 
a swarm  of  outside  law  enforcement  people.  Tiger  feels  that  the  city, 
county,  state  and  BIA  police  provoked  and  incited  panic  that  caused 
unnecessary  injury  to  private  citizens. 

Smith  said  that  he  hopes  this  complaint  will  put  an  end  to  the  highly 
charged  tensions  that  have  been  fostered  by  the  Defendants  interference 
with  internal  tribal  affairs  and  the  continued  violation  of  citizens 
rights . 


- "RE:  CNO  Outlook  Bleak"  --- 

Date:  Sat,  23  Aug  1997  04:45:00  GMT 

From:  gehring.l@postbox.acs.ohio-state.edu  (Glenn  Gehring) 

Sub j : *Cherokee  Nation*  bleak  outlook 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Doe  Byrd  and  others  from  both  sides  in  the  Cherokee  crisis  met  with  Danet 
Reno  (U.S.  Attorney  General)  and  Bruce  Babbitt  (Secretary  of  Interior  and 
Ada  Deer's  boss)  yesterday.  Hope  swelled  at  the  possibility  of 
constitutional  government  being  restored  at  Cherokee  Nation.  That  hope 
quickly  faded  as  word  from  the  negotiations  came. 

It  seems  Doe  Byrd  refused  to  agree  to  a compromise  that  Babbitt  and  Reno 
felt  was  fair.  Babbitt  said  the  U.S.  Congress  will  likely  become 
involved  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  crisis  when  they  return  to  session. 

Cherokee  Nation  may  lose  self-governance  and  outside  forces  may  remove 
Doe  Byrd  as  Principal  Chief.  Get  ready,  BIA  may  rule  all!! 

Doe  Byrd  will  undoubtedly  cause  serious  damage  to  ALL  INDIAN  NATIONS  by 
his  actions  at  Cherokee  Nation.  Keep  an  eye  on  Congress.  This  may  be  the 
opportunity  they  have  been  waiting  for. 

"RE : Cree  at  Expo2000"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Aug  1997  21:11:01  -0400 

From:  Ann  Stewart  <Stewartship@compuserve . com> 

Sub j : It's  official .. .Ojay  to  be  at  Expo2000 

UUCP  email 

Any  of  you  who  are  inclined  to  send  congratulatory  messages  to  the 
community  of  Ouje-Bougoumou,  people  would  love  to  hear  from  you.  Would 
that  the  rest  of  society  would  commit  to  sustainability!  Please  note  that 
Douglas  Cardinal  is  the  architect  for  the  Smithsonian  Museum's  new 
National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian,  almost  ready  to  break  ground  on 
the  Mall  in  Washington  DC. 

PRESS  RELEASE 

Cree  community  selected  to  be  official  project  at  Expo2000 
to  be  held  in  Hanover,  Germany 

(Ouje-Bougoumou,  August  20)  The  Ouje-Bougoumou  Cree  community  in 
northern  Quebec  was  informed  today  that  it  has  been  selected  as  an 
official  project  of  the  worlds  fair,  Expo2000,  to  be  held  in  Hanover, 
Germany  from  Dune  1 to  October  31,  2000. 

Ouje-Bougoumou  is  the  newest  of  the  nine  Cree  villages  which  comprise 
the  Cree  Nation  in  northern  Quebec.  The  new  village  was  constructed 
between  1991  and  1995  after  decades  of  forced  relocations  which  saw 
previous  village  sites  destroyed  in  order  to  accommodate  the  regions 
mining  industry.  In  the  course  of  constructing  the  new  village  several 
unique  community  development  initiatives  were  successfully  introduced, 
including  a village-wide  heating  system  which  utilizes  wood  waste  from 
nearby  sawmills,  a community-developed  housing  program  which  emphasizes 
individual  home  ownership  and  community  self-sufficiency,  and  a unique 
architecture  which  runs  throughout  the  entire  village  developed  by  native 


architect,  Douglas  Cardinal.  The  guiding  principle  in  the  construction  of 
the  new  village  was  the  concept  of  sustainable  development. 

Ouje-Bougoumou  has  gained  significant  recognition  nationally  and 
internationally  for  its  community  development  initiatives.  It  has 
received  several  awards  from  the  United  Nations  and  from  the  Canada 
Mortgage  and  Housing  Corporation. 

Ouje-Bougoumou  was  selected  to  present  an  exhibition  at  Expo2000  because 
the  worlds  fair  organizers  believe  that  Ouje-Bougoumou  represents  a very 
tangible  expression  of  the  theme  of  the  worlds  fair  which  is  the  balancing 
of  humankind,  nature  and  technology. 

Upon  learning  of  the  selection  of  Ouje-Bougoumou  by  the  Expo2000 
organizers.  Chief  Abel  Bosum,  who  has  led  his  community  through  a 
difficult  political  struggle  to  gain  acknowledgment  of  the  rights  of  his 
people  and  who  managed  the  construction  of  the  new  village,  stated:  This 
level  of  international  recognition  is  truly  humbling,  and  at  the  same  time, 
it  confirms  what  we  have  said  over  and  over  for  many  years,  that  if  you 
give  aboriginal  people  the  resources  to  build  their  own  futures  according 
to  their  own  philosophies,  there  takes  place  an  enormous  unleashing  of 
creative  energy  which  is  positive  not  only  for  us  but  for  the  larger 
society  as  well.  Aboriginal  self-government  is  a win-win  situation. 

For  further  information,  please  contact: 

Chief  Abel  Bosum  or  Paul  Wertman,  Advisor 

418.745.3911  613.761.1655 

email:  ouje@magi.com 
visit  our  website:  www.ouje.ca 

-  "RE:  Bison  Information  Sheet"  

Date:  Tuesday,  19-Aug-97  05:22  PM 
From:  D.D.K.  Chipps 
Sub j : Information  Sheet 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From: ErthAvengr@aol . com 

BISON  INFORMATION  SHEET 

- Yellowstone  bison  are  descended  from  a remnant  population  of  25-50  wild 
bison  in  the  park  and  an  introduced  herd  of  plains  bison  from  ranches  in 
Texas  and  Montana.  Prior  to  this  winter,  Yellowstone  bison  were  the 
largest,  free-ranging  bison  population  in  the  world.  Bison  in  all  other 
parks  and  refuges  in  the  U.S.  are  fenced  in  and  periodically  rounded  up  and 
culled . 

- Bison  are  not  a threatened  or  endangered  species.  In  addition  to 
Yellowstone  bison,  there  are  smaller  bison  herds  in  Grand  Teton,  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  Badlands,  and  Wind  Cave  National  Parks,  Custer  State  Park  in 
South  Dakota,  Fort  Niobrara  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Nebraska,  the 
National  Bison  Range  in  Montana,  and  in  Wood  Buffalo  National  Park  in  Canada 

Numerous  private  and  commercial  bison  herds  exist  throughout  the  U.S.  and 
in  Canada. 

- A lengthy  series  of  mild  winters  appear  to  have  contributed  to  increasing 
numbers  of  ungulates  throughout  the  west  including  elk  and  bison  in 
Yellowstone.  Winter  kills  a natural  part  of  the  population  cycle,  and 
bison  carcasses  are  important  food  for  grizzly  bears  emerging  from 
hibernation  in  spring  and  for  coyotes,  ravens,  magpies,  and  other  scavengers 
in  winter  and  spring.  During  harsh  winters,  limited  winter  range  within 
Yellowstone  is  accessible  to  bison  and  elk  because  of  deep,  crusted  snow. 

At  these  times,  both  bison  and  elk  move  outside  YNP  boundaries  to  lower 
elevation  winter  ranges  on  both  public  and  private  lands  where  some  come 
into  conflict  with  current  land  uses.  Some  evidence  suggests  that  groomed 
snowmobile  roads  within  Yellowstone  provide  easy  travel  routes  for  bison  in 
winter,  thereby  reducing  natural  winter  stress  on  individuals  within  the 
population  and  possibly  increasing  survival  rates.  Groomed  roads  may 
provide  relatively  easy  travel  routes  for  bison  to  move  outside  of  park 
boundaries . 

- Using  a blood  test  developed  for  cattle  (the  Card  test),  approximately  50 
percent  of  Yellowstone  bison  test  positive  for  antibodies  to  the  Brucella 


abortus  bacteria.  A positive  blood  test  does  not  necessarily  indicate  that 
the  animal  is  infected  or  is  capable  of  transmitting  brucellosis 
(infectious) , only  that  the  animal  has  been  exposed  to  the  bacteria.  Of 
those  testing  positive,  approximately  25  percent  are  culture  positive, 
meaning  that  the  bacteria  can  actually  be  isolated  and  cultured  from  tissues 
of  those  bison. 

- Brucellosis  in  human,  known  as  undulant  fever,  is  not  a serious  public 
health  threat.  The  U.S.  Center  of  Disease  Control  no  longer  requires 
reporting  of  undulant  fever.  Historically,  most  undulant  fever  in  humans 
resulted  from  drinking  unpasteurized  milk.  In  recent  years,  most  cases  have 
been  caused  by  B.  suis  or  B melitensis,  found  in  pigs  and  goats,  and  not 
from  B.  abortus,  found  in  cattle  and  bison.  People  considered  at  risk  of 
contracting  the  disease  are  those  drinking  unpasteurized  milk  (usually 
goat's  milk),  slaughterhouse  workers  who  handle  large  numbers  of  infected 
animals,  and  veterinarians  who  risk  exposure  of  accidental  injection  with 
live  vaccine  strains  of  the  bacteria.  Since  1986,  there  have  been  only  two 
reported  cases  of  brucellosis  transmission  from  wildlife  to  humans  in 
Montana.  Both  cases  occurred  as  a result  of  hunters  handling  female  elk 
taken  during  the  hunting  season.  In  decades  of  handling  and  slaughtering 
thousands  of  bison  from  Yellowstone,  there  has  not  been  a single  known  case 
of  a human  contracting  undulant  fever  from  exposure  to  live  bison  or  bison 
carcasses . 

- No  safe  and  effective  brucellosis  vaccine  is  currently  available  for  use 
in  wild  bison.  The  safety  of  brucellosis  vaccines  commonly  used  in  cattle 
has  not  been  tested  for  non-target  wildlife  species.  Strain  19,  a vaccine 
commonly  used  in  cattle,  is  relatively  ineffective  in  bison  and  can  cause 
them  to  abort  their  calves.  RB51,  a recently  approved  calfhood  vaccine  for 
cattle,  has  not  been  adequately  tested  for  safety  and  efficacy  in  bison. 

Research  is  currently  underway  to  evaluate  the  safety  of  RB51  for  use  in 
bison . 

- The  risk  of  free-ranging  bison  transmitting  brucellosis  to  cattle  is  very 
low,  but  not  zero.  No  documented  case  exists  of  wild,  free-ranging 
Yellowstone  bison  transmitting  brucellosis  to  domestic  cattle.  One  study 
demonstrated  that  brucellosis  can  be  transmitted  from  bison  to  cattle  in  a 
controlled  experimental  setting. 

(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 

\ o ~ / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 

(A  A)  (Remember  Wounded  Knee) 

\*/  http://www.eden.com/~jdkc 

-  "RE:  Innu  and  Inuit  Protest"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Aug  1997  19:19:43  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web.net> 

Sub j : Innu  and  Inuit  Protest  at  Voisey's  Bay 

Mailing  List:  INNU-L  <INNU-L@odie.ccs.yorku.ca> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  20  August  1997 
INNU  and  INUIT  STAGE  PROTEST  AT  VOISEY'S  BAY 

Davis  Inlet,  Labrador-  The  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  are  staging 
a joint  protest  action  at  Voisey's  Bay.  This  morning,  the  first  Inuit 
protesters  arrived  from  Nain  to  establish  a protest  camp.  More  than  250 
Innu  are  mobilizing  from  Davis  Inlet  and  Sheshatshiu  to  join  the  Inuit  at 
the  camp. 

"Development  at  the  site  has  gone  far  enough.  Inco  is  now  building  a road 
and  an  airstrip  without  Innu  and  Inuit  consent.  Without  our  consent  there 
will  be  no  project!",  stated  Katie  Rich,  President  of  the  Innu  Nation. 

Both  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  have  been 
negotiating  an  impact-benefit  agreement  with  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel 
Company,  a wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  Inco,  for  more  than  a year.  Talks 
between  the  company  and  the  aboriginal  groups  broke  down  early  this  week 
after  the  company  refused  to  halt  construction  work  on  the  project  until 
agreements  had  been  reached  and  a full  environmental  assessment  of  the 


project  completed. 

Rich  outlined  the  Innu  position  by  saying,  "Our  thinking  on  this  matter  is 
very  clear.  A project  of  this  nature  requires  proper  planning  and  a proper 
environmental  assessment.  It  also  requires  aboriginal  consent.  The  Innu 
cannot  give  approval  to  this  project  without  a land  rights  agreement  and  an 
Impact  Benefits  Agreement  in  place.  Inco  is  trying  to  proceed  without  any 
of  this . " 

Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  have  tried  every  available 
means  to  halt  the  company's  plans  to  build  a road  and  at  the  site, 
including  an  unsuccessful  court  action  in  the  Newfoundland  Supreme  Court. 

An  appeal  of  the  Supreme  Court  decision  will  be  heard  on  Monday,  August  25, 
but  many  Innu  fear  that  the  courts  have  already  failed  them.  "Each  day  they 
plow  further  ahead  with  the  construction  of  the  road,  and  by  the  time  we 
will  have  our  day  in  court,  the  road  and  the  airstrip  may  be  finished." 

Rich  expressed  her  hope  that  the  protest  would  remain  peaceful.  "This  is 
about  standing  our  ground,  not  having  a stand  off.  The  company  has  never 
asked  for  our  permission  to  be  here,  or  asked  for  our  consent  for  the  mine. 
We  have  clearly  outlined  what  our  consent  requires  and  it  is  up  to  them  to 
respond  to  it.  We  have  lived  here  for  thousands  of  years  and  we  plan  to 
stay  here  for  thousands  more,  but  we  don't  want  to  be  living  in  the  mess 
they  will  make  here  by  rushing  ahead.  By  standing  together  with  the 
Labrador  Inuit  we  are  saying  to  Inco  and  to  Brian  Tobin  that  we  will  not  be 
bulldozed  over  on  our  own  land." 

For  more  information: 

Katie  Rich,  President 
tel:  709  478  8943 
www.web.net/~innu 

Media  inquiries  should  be  directed  to: 

Innu  Nation:  Larry  Innes  (709)  497-8398 
LIA:  Winston  White:  (709)  922-1021 
On-site  satellite  phone:  1-888-876-7976 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 

"RE : Voisey  Bay  Protest  Update"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Aug  1997  11:05:28  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : PROTEST  UPDATE 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

More  than  100  Innu  and  Inuit  protesters  are  now  on-site  at  Voisey 's  Bay. 

More  are  expected  to  arrive  over  the  next  two  days.  Work  on  the  road  has 
stopped. . .for  now. 

Todays  CP  wire  story  on  the  protest  follows: 

**  Aboriginal  protesters  block  crew  working  on  road  to  mine  ** 

**  Canadian  Press  ** 

NAIN,  NFLD.  - Aboriginal  protesters  blocked  a construction  crew 
yesterday  from  continuing  their  work  on  a planned  road  at  the  Voisey 's 
Bay  mineral  find. 

Over  50  members  of  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association 
pitched  tents  on  a hill  being  used  as  a gravel  quarry  and  in  front  of 
bulldozers  building  a road  and  airstrip  before  an  environmental  review 
is  complete. 

Protester  Tim  MacNeill  warned  that  the  company  can  expect  more  action 
in  the  coming  days. 

"I  think  you  can  say  it  was  a small  message  and  there's  more 
(trouble)  coming,"  he  said  from  the  construction  site  at  Anaktalak 
Bay,  located  35  kilometres  south  of  Nain. 

"They  know  that  and  we  know  that." 

In  a deal  with  the  RCMP,  the  Inuit  have  pledged  to  not  have  guns  at 


the  site  - despite  the  fact  there  are  black  bears  in  the  area. 

Protesters  say  they  intend  to  stay  put  for  weeks  if  that's  what  it 
takes  and  have  stockpiled  food  and  supplies. 

Aboriginal  leaders  have  asked  the  mining  company,  a subsidiary  of 
Inco,  to  stop  construction  at  Anaktalak  Bay  until  an  agreement  on 
native  benefits  can  be  reached.  Negotiations  began  18  months  ago. 

"If  you  go  into  a place  to  do  a project,  you  offend  the  people  who 
live  there  if  you  don't  consult  with  them,"  said  Paul  Rich,  chief  of 
Sheshatshiu*Innu . *"If  the  company  wants  our  support,  they're  going  to 
have  to  negotiate  in  good  faith."  RCMP  videotaped  the  peaceful 
standoff. 

Protesters  believe  the  company  will  use  tapes  and  photographs  of  the 
demonstration  to  have  their  barricade  torn  down.  But  an  official  with 
Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  said  the  company  had  no  immediate  plans  to  seek  a 
court  injunction. 

The  aboriginal  groups  lost  a court  decision  last  month  to  block 
construction.  Work  on  the  road  and  airstrip  began  two  weeks  ago. 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.web.net/~innu 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 

"RE : innu  from  Quebec  loin  Protest"  

Date:  Mon,  25  Aug  1997  09:34:29  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : Innu  from  Quebec  join  Voisey's  Protest(Fwd) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  amck@globetrotter.qc.ca  (A.Mckenzie) 

Sub j : FREE  TRANSLATION  OF  OUR  PRESS  RELEASE 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

OTHER  INNU  FROM  QUEBEC  30IN  THE  PROTEST  AT  VOISEY'S  BAY 

Sept-Iles  - 22  August  1997  - Innu  from  Quebec  have  decided  to  come  in 
reinforcement  to  their  Innu  brothers  and  sisters  of  Labrador  and  joined  the 
protest  against  works  and  construction  in  Voisey's  Bay. 

Innu  leaders  from  Schefferville  and  Mingan  as  well  as  others  will  leave  in 
the  next  hours  for  the  site  of  Voisey,s  Bay. 

It  has  been  days  now,  members  of  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit 
Association  demonstrate  and  protest  on  the  site  of  Voisey's  Bay.  More  of 
250  demonstrators  have  appeared  so  as  to  erect  their  camps. 

According  to,  the  Chief  of  the  community  of  Mingan  (Ekuantshit)  Dean-Charles 
Pietacho,  "An  undertaking  of  this  magnitude  needs  a full  and  complete 
environment  study  and  the  consent  of  the  Aboriginal  Peoples.  Inco  and  its 
affiliate  have  to  know  that  one  can  not  exploit  native  resources  and 
territories  while  leaving  Native  Peoples  to  burst  in  misery.  That  is  both 
immoral  and  fundamentally  bad  for  mining  companies.  Henceforth,  Inco  and 
others  have  to  realize  that  the  Indigenous  Peoples  will  refuse  all 
development  based  on  the  principle  of  the  exponential  enrichment  of  a 
multinational  to  the  Native  Peoples'  detriment." 

"In  the  case  of  Voisey  Bay,  too  much  development  and  works  have  been  made. 
Major  infrastructures  majors  have  been  built  without  the  consent  of  Innu 
and  without  a land  rights  agreement"  declared  Chief  Pietacho. 

For  more  than  a year,  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  have 
tried  to  come  up  to  an  agreement  with  the  Voisey  Bay  Nickel  Company  - an 
entirely  controlled  affiliate  of  Inco  - so  as  to  minimize  the  impacts  of  the 
project  on  native  communities  of  the  Labrador.  Negotiations  have  been 
broken  down  between  the  company  and  native  peoples  in  debut  of  week  after 
that  Inco  has  refused  to  stop  works  in  the  meantime  the  conclusion  of 
agreements  and  the  finalisation  of  environmental  studies. 

Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  have  tried  by  all  means  to 
stop  the  construction  works  of  the  company,  including  a judicial  action  at 


the  Supreme  Court  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador.  The  appeal  of  this  decision 
will  be  heard  25  August  next  week  but  many  Innu  and  Inuit  feel  pessimistic 
as  for  results  of  this  judicial  process.  Each  day  that  passes  allows  Inco 
to  end  its  works. 

The  Chief  of  the  community  of  Schefferville,  Mr.  Thaddae  Andre  has  indicated 
that  the  protest  is  a peaceful  one  and  that  it  serves  to  demonstrate  the 
will  of  Innu  and  Inuit  to  live  in  a healthy  environment  where  the 
development  will  be  planned  by  taking  into  account  interest  of  peoples  that 
have  lived  on  these  territories  for  thousands  of  years  and  that  are  going  to 
continue  to  live  there  for  several  millennia.  "By  being  together,  Innu  and 
Inuit,  we  indicate  clearly  in  Inco,  to  Brian  Tobin  and  to  companies  and 
provincial  governments  of  the  same  kind  that  our  peoples  will  no  longer 
accept  the  destruction  of  their  traditional  territories"  has  concluded  the 
Chief  of  Schefferville . 

The  two  Innu  chiefs,  members  of  the  Innu  Council  of  Nitassinan  - a NGO  in 
special  consultative  status  with  the  Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the 
United  Nations  - plan  to  use  their  experiences  in  their  struggle  against 
NATO's  military  low-level  flights  to  call  to  their  national  and 
international  support  groups,  so  as  to  lead  a vast  campaign  of  information 
that  would  aim  to  denounce  Inco's  activities  in  Innu  territory. 

The  Innu  Council  of  Nitassinan  represents  communities  of  Mingan,  Natashquan, 
The  Romaine,  Pakua  Shipi  on  the  lower  North  Shore,  the  Innu  community  of 
Schefferville  and  the  two  communities  of  the  Labrador,  namely,  Sheshatshiu, 
close  to  Goose  Bay  and  Utshimassiu  (Davis  Inlet). 

Source:  Armand  Mckenzie 
Tel:  418-968-4890 

Site  WWW:  http:  //  www.web.net  / ~innu 
e - mail:  innuqc@quebectel.com 

"RE : Gustafsen  Mountie  Resigns"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Aug  1997  12:09:00  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Gustafsen  Mountie  Resigns:  an  interview  with  Bob  Wood 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

The  following  interview  with  RCMP  constable  Bob  Wood  was  aired  Duly  16th, 

1997,  on  the  'Rational  Show'  on  Vancouver's  CO-OP  Radio  CFRO  FM  102.7.  An 
edited  version  of  that  program  follows: 

CFRO:  Before  the  RCMP  mobilized  the  largest  contingent  of  RCMP  officers  in 
Canadian  history  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  three  Native  RCMP  officers  were 
negotiating  between  the  people  in  the  camp,  the  ranchers,  and  the  RCMP. 

Shortly  before  a resolution  was  to  be  negotiated,  the  Native  officers  were 
pulled  out  of  Gustafsen  Lake  and  then  the  events  which  we  now  know  took 
place . 

[The  three  officers  had  arranged  a meeting  of  all  concerned  parties  which 
they  felt  would  lead  to  a peaceful  resolution.  This  was  set  for  August  21, 
1995.  Three  days  before  the  scheduled  meeting  the  Native  RCMP  were  removed 
from  their  Gustafsen  assignment,  a heavily  armed  "covert  probe"  of 
camouflaged,  non-native  RCMP  was  inserted  into  the  camp  and  the 
operational  plan  was  in  motion.  Another  Native  officer  G.A.  Findley  was 
told  later  that  the  decision  to  remove  the  Native  officers  had  been  made 
"a  long  time  ago,"  according  to  a letter  by  Findley  95.10.09  - S.I.S.I.S.] 
CFRO:  Bob  Wood  was  one  of  these  RCMP  officers  at  Gustafsen  Lake  and  he  has 
recently  quit  the  force.  Good  Evening,  Bob  Wood. 

Bob  Wood:  Good  Evening. 

CFRO:  You  were  sent  into  the  camp  with  2 other  Native  officers  two  months 
before  the  standoff  with  the  RCMP.  Why  were  the  Native  officers  sent  in? 

BW:  The  Native  officers  were  sent  in  to  negotiate  with  the  Natives  that 
were  in  the  camp.  Originally,  I was  sent  in  by  myself  as  a result  of 
Natives  that  were  squatted...  or  staying  on  the  land  there  and  refusing  to 
move.  It  became  a point  of  negotiation  to  talk  them  into  leaving  the  land. 


And  so  because  they  were  Natives  they  preferred  to  deal  with  Natives  and 
so  the  three  of  us  were  sent  in  to  act  as  negotiators. 

CFRO:  It  seems  that  because  the  RCMP  chose  to  send  in  Native  officers  at 
that  time  they  wanted  a peaceful  resolution.  Why  do  you  think  that 
changed? 

BW:  I have  no  idea  why  it  changed.  But  we  did  everything  in  our  power  to 
come  up  with  a peaceful  resolution. 

CFRO:  What  was  your  impression  of  the  defendants  when  you  first  went  into 
the  camp? 

BW:  When  we  first  went  into  the  camp  the  impression  was  that  they  were 
there  for  a specific  reason  which  was  a Sundance.  It  was  a spiritual 
ceremony  they  planned  on  having. 

CFRO:  Did  you  meet  the  ranchers  at  the  same  time? 

BW:  Yes. 

CFRO:  What  was  your  impression  of  them? 

BW:  They  were  concerned  because  they  wanted  these  people  off  their 
property.  They'd  asked  them  to  leave  and  of  course  the  Natives  had  refused 
to  leave.  They  were  upset  and  they  wanted  the  RCMP  to  do  something  about 
it . 

CFRO:  So  how  were  people  responding  to  you  at  that  time? 

BW:  Well  when  we  first  went  into  the  camp  there  was  some  animosity  by  the 
Natives.  Number  one,  they  didn't  care  for  the  fact  that  the  police  were 
getting  involved.  There's  no  denying  it  - they  didn't  like  the  uniforms 
and  that  didn't  help  the  situation  at  the  time.  The  ranchers  themselves 
were  of  course  pushing  for  us  to  ...  you  know. . . remove  them  from  the 
land.  At  that  particular  time  it  couldn't  be  done  because  it  actually  was 
a civil  matter  when  it  first  started  out. 

CFRO:  What  sorts  of  things  were  being  negotiated  or  talked  about? 

BW:  When  we  first  went  in  we  were  trying  to  find  out  all  the  reasons  they 
were  on  the  land  and  how  long  they  planned  on  being  there.  And  we  were 
also  trying  to  find  out  what  the  Sundance  consisted  of,  how  many  people 
had  been  invited  to  attend,  and  just  basically  trying  to  get  all  the  facts 
together  so  we  knew  what  we  were  negotiating  about. 

CFRO:  At  the  time  you  were  basically  pulled  out  of  the  camp  or  asked  to 
leave  Gustafsen  Lake,  what  was  happening  between  the  camp  and  the  RCMP? 

BW:  By  the  time  the  Native  officers  had  been  pulled  out  of  the  camp,  the 
Sundance  had  occurred.  Everything  was  basically  finished.  There  was  a 
handful  of  Natives  left  in  the  camp.  Actually  I think  they  would  have  just 
left  on  their  own.  Maybe  a little  more  negotiation  - it  would  have  been 
settled  peacefully. 

CFRO:  I think  there  was  a resolution  meeting  of  some  kind  scheduled  to 
take  place  before  you  were  pulled  out? 

BW:  Yes  there  was. 

CFRO:  What  was  your  expectation  of  that  meeting? 

BW:  The  expectation  or  hope  was  that  it  would  put  an  end  to  the  occupation 
of  the  farmer's  land  and  that  the  Natives  would  have  left  peacefully. 

CFRO:  What  advice  did  you  give  to  the  RCMP? 

BW:  The  advice  we  the  Native  officers  gave  the  RCMP  was  not  to  send  in  the 
Emergency  Response  Team  (ERT)...  not  to...  you  know...  start  anything...  a 
show  of  force  because  we  were  pretty  well  assured  that  it  was  over  with. 

CFRO:  We  know  what  happened  after  that.  The  RCMP  went  on  to  mobilize  and 
bring  in  all  that  force.  Do  you  think  the  RCMP  used  Gustafsen  Lake  to  set 
an  example  of  some  kind? 

BW:  I can  only  give  you  my  opinion  and  in  my  opinion  - yes,  since  they 
ignored  the  advice  of  the  three  Native  officers,  myself  included,  that 
were  in  there.  Their  minds  were  made  up.  They  were  going  to  set  an  example 
- whoever  was  in  there,  they  were  going  to  remove  them  by  force  to  set  an 
example  that:  "you  can't  do  that."  But  as  I say,  at  that  particular  time  I 
didn't  see  the  need  for  it. 

CFRO:  You've  been  an  RCMP  officer  for  six  years  and  involved  in 
corrections  for  16  years  altogether.  Have  you  ever  been  pulled  out  of  a 
situation  that  you've  been  a participant  in  since  the  beginning? 

BW:  No.  lust  Gustafsen  Lake. 

CFRO:  From  a personal  perspective  it  must  have  felt  that  there  was  some 
question  about  your  professionalism.  How  did  that  feel? 


BW:  Actually  it  felt  like  it  was  a slap  in  the  face.  It  was  an  insult  to 
my  intelligence.  In  other  words  I wasted  2 months  of  my  life  negotiating, 
talking,  gathering  information,  trying  to  come  up  with  a peaceful 
resolution  to  the  problem  and  then  - what  ever  was  pulled  by  upper 
management  - [I]  was  ignored.  It  was  of  no  importance. 

CFRO:  After  the  stand-off,  the  non-native  officers  who  were  involved 
received  counseling  for  stress  they  experienced.  You  didn't.  Why  was  that 
or  why  do  you  think  that  was? 

BW:  I get  the  feeling  we  weren't  important.  There  were  three  of  us 
involved  in  there  on  almost  a daily  basis.  For  two  months  before  the  news 
media  was  aware,  before  people  were  aware  what  was  happening  we  were  in 
there.  In  a dangerous  situation  we  spent  two  months  of  our  lives  trying  to 
solve  the  problem  and  were  totally  ignored.  Once  we  were  pulled  and  the 
ERT  went  in  - they  got  the  privilege  of  being  debriefed  by  psychologists  - 
we  didn't.  We  just  basically  felt  we  weren't  important  enough. 

CFRO:  As  a member  of  the  RCMP  had  you  ever  experienced  problems  of  this 
kind  before  - where  your  judgment  was  being  questioned?  Anything  like 
that? 

BW:  Never. 

CFRO:  Why  did  you  want  be  an  RCMP  officer  in  the  first  place? 

BW:  Well  I felt  I had  something  to  offer.  As  a matter  of  fact  the  RCMP 
approached  me.  I was  working  in  corrections  and  because  of  my  rapport  with 
Native  inmates  some  of  the  members  that  used  to  come  into  the  prison  and 
work  with  me  asked  me  to  turn  in  an  application,  which  I did.  And  I 
switched  from  corrections  to  the  RCMP. 

I felt  I had  something  to  offer  Natives  to  ensure  that  they 
received  policing  that  they  deserved.  My  intention  was  to  work  on  Native 
reserves,  where  this  normally  doesn't  happen.  And  that's  exactly  what  I 
did  and  my  career  with  the  RCMP  was  working  Native  reserves  as  a First 
Nations  police  officer. 

CFRO:  It  must  be  a hard  decision  to  resign? 

BW:  It  was  very  hard.  I always  felt  that  I was  a good  policeman.  I always 
worked  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  It  was  a career  I had  always  wanted... 
and  it  was  a big,  big  decision  to  have  to  quit.  But  with  the  treatment  I 
received  - I guess  what  I was  doing  wasn't  important  enough.  There  was  no 
support  for  it. 

CFRO:  Do  you  think  Gustafsen  Lake  is  a watershed  of  some  kind  in  terms  of 
how  the  RCMP  is  going  to  deal  with  Native  civil  disobedience  in  Canada? 

BW:  I certainly  hope  not.  I certainly  hope  that  isn't  the  tact  they  take 
in  the  future.  Again,  I can't  speak  for  the  RCMP  but...  my  God!  There  was 
a lot  of  time,  money,  undue  stress  and  life  endangerment  caused  by  that 
operation...  and  again  there  was  no  need  for  it.  So  I certainly  hope  that 
isn't  their  plan  for  the  future. 

CFRO:  Based  on  what  you  experienced  up  there,  having  been  inside  the  camp 
and  talking  to  people  inside  and  at  the  RCMP  level,  why  do  you  think  this 
happened?  What  triggered  it? 

BW:  I really  don't  know  what  triggered  the  decision  for  the  RCMP  to  go  in 
finally  with  force.  I do  know  what  triggered  the  standoff  in  the  first 
place.  The  Natives  that  were  there  had  been  there  years  before,  with  the 
rancher's  permission  to  have  a Sundance.  This  particular  time  they  didn't 
really  have  his  permission  but  they  had  decided  for  religious  reasons  that 
was  the  place  they  were  going  to  have  it  regardless  of  whether  he  gave 
them  permission  or  not. 

CFRO:  Based  on  your  experience  with  the  RCMP,  do  you  think  it's  possible 
for  Native  people  - I'm  thinking  of  the  Native  people  who  were  in  the  camp 
- for  Native  people  to  receive  fair  treatment  from  Canada's  police  force 
the  RCMP  in  these  kind  of  situations? 

BW:  You're  asking  a member  that  quit  the  force  because  he  wasn't  given 
fair  treatment. 

CFRO:  That's  why  I'm  wondering. 

BW:  I got  out  of  the  force  because  of  the  way  they  treated  me  and  you're 
asking  me  whether  or  not  other  Natives  will  get  fair  treatment  from  the 
force?  Its  almost  a foregone  conclusion...  My  feeling  is  no  they're  not 
going  to  get  fair  treatment  unless  things  change  drastically.  I'm  not 
saying  things  can't  change.  There's  some  mighty  fine  people  out  there 


working  in  the  force,  but  unfortunately  their  voice  is  small... 

CFRO:  Thank  you  very  much 

<<==>>Free  the  Ts'peten  Defenders<<=>>End  Canadian  Colonialism<<==>> 
Demand  an  internationally  supervised  independent  public  inquiry  into 

- Canada's  actions  at  Gustafsen  Lake 

Canadian  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien 

Room  309-S  Centre  Block,  Flouse  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  OA6  Canada 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211  Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email : remote -printer . Dean_Chretien(316139416900. iddd .tpc . int 
BC  Premier  Glen  Clark 

Room  156  Parliament  Buildings,  Victoria,  BC  V8V  1X4  Canada 
Phone:  (250)  380-6506  Fax:  (250)  387-0087 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Mt.  Graham  Petition"  

Date:  Sat,  23  Aug  1997  13:31:02  -0500 
From:  Els  Herten  <kolahq@skynet.be> 

Sub j : Mt.  Graham  Petition 

Mailing  List:  First  Nations  Canada 


NO  TELESCOPES  ON  DZIL  NCHAA  SI  AN! 


We  would  like  to  ask  your  support  for  the  protection  and  preservation 
of  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  (a.k.a.  Mount  Graham),  a sacred  mountain  for  the 
San  Carlos  Apache  people  in  Arizona,  and  a unique  ecosystem  under 
threat . 

To  sign  on  the  email  petition,  please  return  this  message  to 
<kolahq@skynet . be> 

Please  do  not  forget  to  undersign  the  following  text  with  your  full 
name,  postal  (snail  mail)  address  (including  country). 

The  email  petition  will  be  forwarded  to  the  U.S.  Congress,  to  Dr.  Bob 
Witzeman  (Maricopa  Audubon  Society)  and  Mr.  Wendsler  Nosie 
(Apaches  for  Cultural  Preservation)  in  Arizona.  It  will  also  be  printed 
out  and  sent  by  ordinary  mail  to  the  above. 

You  can  add  a personal  note  if  you  wish.  But  please  remain  polite. 

Thank  you  for  your  support! 


PETITION  CONCERNING  MOUNT  GRAHAM 
To  the  United  States  Congress: 

In  support  of  President  Clinton's  letter  of  Duly  16th,  1996,  we  urge  you 
to  repeal  a rider  passed  earlier  in  the  United  States  Congress  that  has 
ill-served  the  American  citizens  and  the  environment.  The  "Mount 
Graham  rider"  or  "Kolbe  rider"  passed  in  the  1996  Omnibus 
Appropriations  Act  should  be  repealed  and  the  provisions  in  the  1997 
bill  deleted. 

Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  (a.k.a.  Mount  Graham)  in  the  Arizona  Pinaleno 
mountain  range  is  the  sole  remaining  habitat  for  the  Mt.  Graham  red 
squirrel,  a highly  endangered  species;  and  it  is  furthermore  a site  of 
extreme  importance  to  American  Indian  people,  more  in  particular  to 
the  San  Carlos  Apache. 

The  rider's  exemption  of  the  application  of  the  Endangered  Species 
Act  and  other  environmental  laws,  as  well  as  the  Native  American 
Freedom  of  Religion  Act,  has  never  been  justified  and  is  totally 


unacceptable. 

This  rider  is  an  insult  to  the  San  Carlos  Apache  people  and  their 
traditions  and  beliefs.  It  is  a hard  blow  in  the  face  of  all  those  who 
fight  for  justice  for  all,  and  for  the  preservation  of  our  one  and  only 
beautiful  Earth  Mother.  It  is  not  only  an  American  scandal,  it  has  also 
become  an  international  outrage! 

NO  TELESCOPES  ON  MOUNT  GRAHAM. 

Sincerely, 

(your  name,  address  and  that  of  hundreds  of  others  who  care) 


People  wishing  more  information  on  the  Mt.  Graham  issue,  don't 
hesitate  and  contact  : 

KOLA:  <kolahq@skynet.be> 

Bob  Witzeman:  <witzeman@worldnet . att . net> 

Thank  you  for  your  support! 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Support  Congressional  Oversight  Hearings! 

21  Years  is  long  enough! 

Freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier! 

"RE : Ojibwe  News"  

From:  "Bill  Lawrence"  <presson@bji.net> 

Date:  Tue,  19  Aug  1997  11:26:10  -0500 
Sub j : Ojibwe  News 

UUCP  email 

Gary:  I hope  you  are  able  to  use  some  of  this. 

7/25/97  Ojibwe  News 
By  Deff  Armstrong 

U.S.  Attorney  David  Lillehaug's  top  prosecutor  told  members  of  Anishinabe 
Advocates  that  he  would  initiate  a criminal  civil  rights  investigation  into 
alleged  abuses  committed  by  state  law  enforcement  on  the  White  Earth  and 
Leech  Lake  reservations. 

Lillehaug  could  not  attend  the  Duly  23  press  conference  due  to  a prior 
engagement,  but  the  U.S.  Attorney  agreed  to  meet  within  the  next  two  weeks 
with  the  grassroots  human  rights  group. 

First  assistant  U.S.  attorney  Todd  Dones  received  hundreds  of  pages  of 
documents  involving  cases  Advocates  members  say  need  to  investigated  for 
rights  violations  by  state  and  tribal  officials.  Dones  cautioned,  however, 
that  the  U.S.  has  "limited  jurisdiction"  over  tribal  government  actions  and 
would  instead  focus  on  county  sheriff's  deputies. 

But  the  two  issues  cannot  be  so  easily  separated,  said  Roxanne  LaRose. 
"It's  not  only  the  states  and  counties  that  are  violating  the  rights  of  the 
people,"  LaRose  said.  "We've  been  the  victims  of  a coup  in  our  government, 
and  it's  being  aided  and  abetted  by  the  counties.  If  we  went  into  our 
tribal  offices  in  a group  this  size,  we'd  be  arrested  by  county  officers 
for  criminal  trespass." 

Dones  similarly  declined  to  discuss  issues  of  state  infringement  on 
tribal  sovereignty,  including  by  negotiating  jurisdictional  "agreements" 
with  unrepresentative  tribal  officials  in  secret  meetings.  Marvin  Manypenny 
said  the  U.S.  should  exercise  its  trust  responsibility  to  ensure  that  any 
such  agreements  are  subject  to  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act's  requirement  of 
consent  by  tribal  referendum. 

"If  the  state's  going  to  assume  more  authority  over  us,  didn't  the  Indian 
Civil  Rights  Act  state  that  we  have  a right  to  vote  on  that?"  Manypenny 
asked . 

Anishinabe  Advocates  founder  Dale  Greene  said  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribal 
members  are  tired  of  being  dictated  to  by  a "fascist"  political  system. 
"What  we're  saying  is  we've  got  a third  world  government,  like  Manuel 
Noriega,  like  Ferdinand  Marcos,  like  the  Shah  of  Iran.  We  have  a banana 


republic.  Reservation  Business  Committees  that  have  usurped  the  inherent 
rights  of  the  holders  of  those  rights  , " said  Greene. 

Franklin  (Doc)  LaRose  asked  the  U.S.  Attorney's  Office  to  offer 
protection  for  victims,  witnesses,  and  activists  against  retaliation  by 
county  officers.  LaRose  said  such  an  effort  is  necessary  to  create  the 
conditions  for  a comprehensive  investigation  by  helping  people  overcome  a 
deeply-instilled  fear  of  the  police. 

"Historically,  our  people  have  always  been  treated  like  this  by  the 
surrounding  counties.  Now  it's  escalated  since  these  jurisdictional  rulings 
came  down,"  LaRose  said.  "Then  we  go  home  and  we're  retaliated  against  even 
more  for  coming  up  here." 

Pointing  to  the  debacle  of  the  Dustice  Department's  funding  the  notorious 
Mahnomen  County  deputy  John  McArthur  under  its  Community  Oriented  Police 
(COPS)  program,  Anishinabe  Advocates  also  took  issue  with  COPS  grant 
funding  for  tribal  police  on  the  six  MCT  reservations.  Such  funding  should 
be  withheld,  group  members  said,  until  a constitutional  convention  can  be 
held  to  reform  the  tribe's  governing  document. 

"We  have  the  right  to  determine  our  own  form  of  government,  our  own 
political  system,"  said  Manypenny.  "Our  rights  are  being  taken  away  and 
there's  not  a goddamned  thing  we  can  do  about  it." 

Anishinabe  Advocates  is  currently  soliciting  reports  of  rights  violations 
of  MCT  members,  and  will  investigate  and  forward  those  concerning  state  law 
enforcement  to  the  U.S.  Attorney's  Office.  The  group  can  be  reached  at 
218/983-3741  at  White  Earth,  or  218/335-8962  in  Leech  Lake. 

Originally  sent  to  the  NAP,  the  following  letter  could  be  printed  with  my 
reply  elsewhere. 

To  the  Editor: 

Duly  31,  1997 

In  the  Duly  25,  1997  edition  of  your  newspaper,  Deff  Armstrong  wrote 
in  a piece  on  civil  rights  violations  that  the  Dustice  Department  had 
erred  in  funding  Mahnomen  County  Deputy  Dohn  McArthur  through  its  COPS 
(Community  Oriented  Policing  Services)  grant  program. 

As  the  law  enforcement  coordinator  in  the  U.S.  Attorney's  office,  I am 
the  Dustice  Department's  local  contact  on  COPS  grants.  And,  as  such,  I can 
assure  you  that  the  U.S.  Department  of  Dustice  does  not  fund  specific  peace 
officers  under  the  COPS  grant  program. 

Local  law  enforcement  agencies  who  want  to  expand  community  policing 
efforts  but  don't  have  the  funds  to  do  so  apply  to  the  COPS  office  for 
money  to  help  finance  new  community  policing  "positions."  If  funds  are 
awarded,  the  hiring  of  the  actual  peace  officers  is  handled  by  the  law 
enforcement  agencies  that  applied  for  the  money.  No  one  in  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Dustice  plays  a role  in  that  process.  In  fact,  to  do  so  would 
be  impossible  since  more  than  60,000  positions  have  been  funded  nationwide 
over  just  the  past  couple  of  years  through  the  COPS  program. 

Thus,  if  your  readers  have  questions  or  concerns  about  specific  hirings 
made  with  COPS  money,  they  should  contact  their  local  law  enforcement 
agency.  This  program  is  well  conceived  and  has  substantially  aided  law 
enforcement . 

Deanne  F.  Cooney 
Law  Enforcement  Coordinator 
U.S.  Attorney's  Office 
District  of  Minnesota 

After  two  years  of  raising  the  issue  of  Mahnomen  County's  hiring  of  Dohn 
McArthur  as  a deputy  under  a Community  Oriented  Policing  Services  (COPS) 
grant,  I am  pleased  to  hear  Ms.  Cooney  address  the  issue.  Unfortunately, 
her  letter  indicates  that  the  Dustice  Department  is  unwilling  to  accept 
responsibility  for  the  fact  that  it  is  underwriting  an  openly  racist  deputy 
who  routinely  violates  the  civil  and  human  rights  of  the  reservation  he  is 
employed  to  protect. 

Yes,  the  deputies  are  hired  by  the  grant  recipients  rather  than  directly 
by  the  COPS  program.  But  as  the  primary  enforcer  of  federal  civil  rights 
law  as  well  as  the  COPS  program,  the  Dustice  Department  would  seem  obliged 
to  at  least  review  local  hiring  decisions  for  compliance  with  the  grant 


proposals  and  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  community  policing  program. 
When  the  case  of  McArthur  was  brought  to  their  attention,  COPS  officials 
were  content  with  denying  knowledge  of  hiring  decisions  under  the  grants. 

To  be  sure,  Mahnomen  County  is  directly  responsible  for  the  decision  to 
hire  McArthur.  But  if  the  Justice  Department  is  unwilling  to  sanction  the 
county  financially  for  such  an  egregious  violation  of  the  standards  by 
which  it  received  funding,  who  will  do  so?  The  following  is  from  COPS 
literature:  "Community  policing  has  been  shown  to  reduce  crime  and  fear, 
while  restoring  a sense  of  order.  But  it  also  can  rebuild  the  bond  between 
citizens  and  government.  Police  officers  and  sheriffs'  deputies,  as  public 
servants  who  interact  with  citizens  on  a daily  basis,  have  a unique 
opportunity  to  demonstrate  the  importance  of  citizen  involvement  in  the 
community.  In  turn  they  realize  that  their  authority  and  effectiveness  are 
linked  directly  to  the  support  they  receive  from  citizens.  When  fully 
embraced,  community  policing  is  democracy  at  its  best." 

McArthur  represents  policing  at  its  worst  and  most  repressive.  Randy 
Scott,  who  says  the  deputy  nearly  beat  him  to  death,  said  the  FBI  initiated 
a criminal  civil  rights  investigation  against  McArthur  around  1990,  but 
never  brought  charges.  This  investigation  must  be  renewed  immediately. 

Furthermore,  a background  check  of  the  60,000  officers  hired  under  the 
program  should  be  commenced  to  ensure  that  the  Justice  Department  is  not, 
in  its  haste  to  fulfill  the  one  remaining  campaign  promise  Clinton  has  not 
jettisoned,  allowing  police  to  recycle  abusive  officers  dismissed  from 
other  jurisdictions  in  the  name  of  community  policing.  Such  an  effort  would 
do  more  to  restore  public  perceptions  of  the  integrity  of  the  program  than 
empty  assurances  that  it  is  "well  conceived." 

--Jeff  Armstrong 
Ojibwe  News  8/8/97 
By  Jeff  Armstrong 

The  White  Earth  Reservation  Business  Committee  used  casino  security  and 
state  law  enforcement  officers  to  force  reporters  and  members  of  the  public 
out  of  an  August  8 meeting  between  the  RBC,  U.S.  Attorney  David  Lillehaug 
and  high-level  state  and  county  officials. 

Interim  RBC  chief  of  staff  Mike  Ryan  and  reservation  attorney  Miles  Lord, 
both  non-natives,  ordered  tribal  members  out  of  the  meeting  in  order  to 
deal  with  issues  of  "public  safety  and  sovereignty"  as  a government. 

"Whose  public  safety  and  sovereignty  are  you  talking  about?"  Roxanne 
LaRose  retorted.  "We  drove  over  100  miles  to  come  hear  to  listen  to  what's 
going  on  in  our  government,"  said  the  Anishinabe  Advocates  member.  "You 
deny  us  our  basic  human  right  to  sit  here  and  listen  while  you  discuss  our 
sovereignty  and  our  rights,  and  all  you  are  is  a business  committee." 

While  the  RBC  has  attempted  to  enlist  Lillehaug' s backing  in  negotiations 
with  the  state  on  tribal  law  enforcement,  members  of  Anishinabe  Advocates 
have  sought  Lillehaug' s intervention  to  head  off  any  law  enforcement 
agreement  which  does  not  involve  the  people. 

Some  charged  Lillehaug  with  taking  sides  in  the  dispute.  "What  we  have 
here  is  a conspiracy  to  deny  us  our  rights,"  said  Marvin  Manypenny.  "And 
you're  endorsing  this  shit,"  he  said  to  Lillehaug,  who  offered  to  meet  with 
the  group  outside. 

Although  the  tribal  members  left  the  meeting  voluntarily,  a lead  security 
officer,  who  identified  himself  only  as  Jeff,  and  Mahnomen  city  and  county 
officers  threatened  tribal  members  with  arrest  as  they  were  leaving  the 
casino.  Activists  responded  to  the  harassment  with  angry  rebukes.  "This  is 
our  casino,"  said  several  White  Earth  tribal  members. 

After  about  a two  hour  wait,  Anishinabe  Advocates  members  exchanged 
views  with  Lillehaug  during  a break  in  the  meeting.  Lillehaug  said  he 
played  no  role  in  the  decision  to  oust  the  group,  stating  he  was  only  a 
guest.  He  asserted  that  the  meeting  primarily  dealt  with  strategies  for 
combating  gang  violence. 

Activists  said  the  gang-scare  is  mostly  hype,  used  to  increase  state 
police  presence  on  the  reservation  and  criminalize  the  youth.  "The  only 
gang  we  have  is  the  RBC,"  said  Renee  Judkins. 

The  U.S.  Attorney  said  he  had  no  authority  to  call  public  meetings  on  any 
of  the  tribal  law  enforcement  and  land  issues  with  which  the  Justice 
Department  is  dealing,  but  said  he  would  consider  attending  grassroots 


tribal  forums  if  invited. 


Arrests  on  tribal  land  fuel  Indian  complaint 
Group  to  talk  to  US  attorney 

By  Larry  Oakes 

7/23/97  Minneapolis  Star  Tribune 
Northern  Minnesota  correspondent 

American  Indians  and  non-Indians  alike  are  growing  impatient  as  they  wait 
for  a Minnesota  Supreme  Court  ruling  on  whether  county  deputies  can 
continue  to  arrest  or  cite  non-Indians  for  minor  offenses  committed  on 
reservations . 

Anishinabe  Advocates  said  that  today  it  will  present  the  office  of  U.S. 
Attorney  David  Lillehaug  in  Minneapolis  with  complaints  that  deputies 
still  are  pulling  tribal  members  over  and  in  some  cases  harassing  or  abusing 
them,  despite  recent  rulings  that  the  state  lacks  jurisdiction  over  minor 
offenses  committed  on  reservations . 

"The  state  of  Minnesota  has  all  but  withdrawn  attempts  to  assert  human 
rights  jurisdiction  on  reservations  while  fighting  to  the  end  to  maintain 
control  over  other  regulatory  laws  it  can  use  to  fill  its  jails  with 
indigenous  people/'  said  a news  release  from  the  Advocates.  The  group's 
members  are  from  the  White  Earth,  Leech  Lake  and  Fond  du  Lac  bands  of 
Chippewa . 

Nine  traffic  cases  in  which  jurisdiction  prevailed  as  a defense  have 
been  consolidated  in  one  appeal  to  the  state  Supreme  Court,  with  arguments 
and  a ruling  expected  in  the  case  later  this  year.  Appeals  also  have  been 
requested  in  other  individual  cases. 

Meanwhile,  Cass  County  deputies  still  issue  citations  to  tribal  members 
on  the  Leech  Lake  Reservation,  but  prosecution  of  those  offenses  is  on  hold. 

"It's  fair  to  say  I have  dozens  of  these  dormant  cases,"  County  Attorney 
Earl  Maus  said.  "When  the  court  rules,  there  will  either  be  wholesale 
dismissals,  or  the  backlog  will  he  processed. 

"Law  enforcement  is  in  a quandary:  Do  we  enforce  the  laws,  or  do  we 
just  look  the  other  way  and  let  people  get  hurt  because  of  it?  The  issue 
needs  to  be  decided  --  the  sooner  the  better." 

Sheriff  Dim  Dowson  labeled  the  harassment  allegations  "absurd"  and  "not 
true,"  but  added  that  he'll  investigate  any  specific  allegation  reported. 

Two  of  his  deputies  are  Indian,  he  said. 

Lillehaug  said  that  because  of  a previous  engagement  he  can't  attend 
today's  presentation,  but  an  assistant  will  meet  the  group  and  forward  their 
complaints  to  the  FBI  for  possible  investigation,  the  normal  procedure  for 
allegations  of  federal  human  rights  violations  by  police. 

Clarification  needed 

For  several  decades,  U.S,  Public  Law  280  has  given  authorities  in  Minnesota 
and  several  other  states  jurisdiction  over  the  prosecution  of  crimes  on 
most  Indian  reservations . 

But  an  increasing  number  of  Indians  say  Minnesota  over  stepped  that 
authority  by  "regulating"  such  activities  as  driving  or  drinking. 

Court  challenges  have  yielded  mixed  results.  Last  year  the  Appeals  Court 
ruled  that  the  state  correctly  prosecuted  an  Indian  for  drunken  driving  at 
White  Earth.  But  several  traffic  charges  were  thrown  out,  and  just  last 
month  the  court  ruled  that  Cass  County  lacked  jurisdiction  to  cite  two 
Leech  Lake  boys  for  drinking. 

"That  was  tragic,"  Sheriff  Dowson  said.  "Ninety-percent  of  our  calls 
involving  juveniles  on  the  reservation  are  alcohol-  or  drug-related.  What 
message  does  this  decision  send?" 

Peter  Marker,  an  assistant  state  attorney  general,  said  he'll  argue 
before  the  Supreme  Court  that  "if  the  activity  is  'prohibited  by  law',  it 
falls  within  the  meaning  of  Public  Law  280"  and  that  the  state  has  the 
responsibility  to  enforce  laws  that  aren't  being  enforced  by  the  tribes  or 
the  federal  government. 

Zenas  Baer,  an  attorney  for  the  Indian  defendants,  could  not  be  reached 
for  comment. 


Policing  themselves 


Some  say  Indian  police  forces  and  social  service  agencies  and  courts  could 
solve  the  problem  Dowson  said  he'd  welcome  Indian  regulation  of  misdemeanor 
offenses  in  Cass  County. 

John  Buckanaga,  a White  Earth  Tribal  Council  member,  said  he  hopes  the 
tribe  someday  can  develop  its  own  justice  system.  But  until  that's  done 
(a  crippling  debt  may  postpone  it)  the  tribe  must  demand  and  welcome  fair 
law  enforcement  by  Mahnomen  County,  even  for  minor  offenses,  he  said. 

Buckanaga  said  the  Anishinabe  Advocates  represent  only  a small  number 
of  Indian  people. 

Noting  that  car  crashes  are  a major  killer  of  Indians,  he  said:  "The 
majority  of  Indian  people  don't  think  sovereignty  should  be  used  to  cover 
up  possible  endangerment  of  lives." 

Roxanne  LaRose,  an  Anishinabe  Advocates  representative  from  Cass  Lake, 
countered  that  the  greatest  danger  is  racially  motivated  assaults, 
unwarranted  removal  of  children  and  other  misconduct  by  deputies  and 
authorities  who  have  no  respect  for  Indian  rights. 

One  of  the  women,  Renee  Judkins,  alleges  that  when  the  women  argued 
the  deputy  lacked  jurisdiction  he  roughed  them  up  in  front  of  children  who 
were  in  the  vehicle  and  hauled  them  away  for  a three-day  stay  in  jail. 

The  deputy  said  in  his  report  that  the  women  were  arrested  because  they 
argued  and  fought  with  him. 

LaRose  said  she  wants  real  "self-governance,"  including  an  "independent" 
court  system  for  reservations. 

"This  is  the  '90s,"  she  said.  I think  our  people  are  capable  of  finding 
better  ways  than  locking  our  people  up  and  criminalizing  them. 

- "RE:  Wal-Mart"  

Date:  Wed,  20  Aug  1997  20:51:39  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  TsalagiWmn@aol.com 

Sub j : Wal-Mart  & Brentwood,  Tennessee 


<<  Wal-Mart:  Ravager  of  Local  Communities 
by  Bob  Banner 

"Stack  it  deep/sell  it  cheap/watch  it  fly/hear  those  downtown  merchants 
cry!"  - a chant  employees  sing  at  some  Wal-Mart  stores 

A secret  document  exposed  the  fraud:  Wal-Mart  did  have  an  arrangement 
with  Hawkeye  Development  to  move  into  Arroyo  Grande.  The  holder  of  the 
document  did  not  wish  to  reveal  her  sources.  Three  thousand  signatures 
come  forward  to  the  AG  City  Council  to  protest  the  increased  size  of  the 
development  area.  City  Council  votes  5-0  to  uphold  the  appeal  and  to 
investigate  the  fraud.  Hawkeye  drops  out  of  the  picture  but  a new 
developer.  Canyon  Development  of  Beverly  Hills,  takes  its  place.  Joel  Mann, 
originally  from  Hawkeye,  is  now  with  Canyon.  Is  this  politics  as  usual  so 
AG  City  Council  will  have  to  drop  the  fraud  investigation  since  the 
developer  is  gone?  Will  Wal-Mart  still  want  to  move  in  if  the  AG  City 
Council  decides  [this  Tuesday]  to  limit  the  size  of  the  development  back 
to  its  original  size  of  102,000  square  feet?  With  all  this  in  the  air  it 
would  behoove  people  of  the  county  to  learn  a bit  about  what  Wal-Mart  is 
all  about. 

Wal-Mart  opens  a new  store  somewhere  in  North  America  every  3 days. 

There  are  as  many  employees  of  the  Wal-Mart  stores  as  there  are  people 
living  in  North  Dakota;  that's  more  than  all  the  workers  at  the  Big  Three 
auto  makers  combined.  And  that's  just  in  North  America. 

Because  of  such  trade  agreements  as  GATT,  Wal-Mart  will  have  a much 
freer  hand  to  move  into  nations  throughout  the  globe  without  all  the 
hassles  of  labor  unions,  health  and  safety  standards,  minimum  wage  laws 
and  environmental  standards.  What  made  Wal-Mart  a dominant  force  in  North 
America  by  eliminating  the  middleman  through  mass  purchases,  shrewd 
manufacturing  among  other  techno  advancements  will  help  Wal-Mart  achieve 
its  global  dreams.  The  result,  as  we  have  seen  in  North  America  where 
neighborhood  stores  and  local  communities  are  financially  burdened,  will 
be  the  same  in  communities  in  Asia,  Europe  and  South  America.  The  family 
run  businesses  which  are  often  times  the  economic  and  cultural  backbone  of 


these  nations  will  soon  give  way  to  the  homogenized  global  retailer. 

Mr.  Sam  the  Cult  Leader.  Sam  Walton,  founder  of  Wal-Mart,  died  in  1992. 

He  spent  his  final  days  piloting  his  plane  around  the  continent  visiting 
stores  he  owned.  When  he  was  to  visit,  euphoria  filled  the  air.  Mr.  Sam, 
as  he  was  called  from  the  stock  worker  to  the  store  manager,  was  treated 
almost  like  a cult  leader.  Even  though  he  was  praised  for  his  humility  and 
shunning  of  excess  and  projected  an  image  of  an  ordinary  man  made  good;  in 
reality  Mr.  Sam  was  in  the  business  of  driving  small  shops  out  of  business 
and  paying  most  of  his  workers  minimum  wage,  while  he  amassed  a fortune  of 
$23.5  billion. 

Like  most  other  box  store  developers  will  contend,  Wal-Mart  portrays 
itself  as  a friendly  addition  to  the  local  community  as  it  seeks  necessary 
permits  to  establish  a new  store.  The  contention  also  includes  that:  1)  it 
will  provide  good  jobs;  and  2)  extra  income  that  local  consumers  will 
benefit.  However,  hundreds  of  American  towns  learned  the  hard  way.  Study 
after  study,  Wal-Mart  leads  to  a net-loss  of  jobs,  decreased  income  for 
the  community  and  a decline  of  downtown  central  shopping  areas.  It  does 
not  join  communities  so  much  as  it  attempts  to  take  them  over  by  driving 
and  stealing  customers  away  from  the  shops  they  frequent.  From  automotive 
supplies  to  clothing  to  pharmaceuticals  to  groceries  to  kitchenware, 
Wal-Mart  moves  to  undercut  its  competitors.  (They  also  increasingly  provide 
sit  down  meals  to  shoppers.  Wal-Mart  equipped  over  100  of  its  Canadian 
stores  with  McDonald's  restaurants.) 

According  to  one  study,  5 years  after  the  opening  of  a new  Wal-Mart 
store  (within  a 20  mile  radius)  the  local  businesses  suffer  an  average  19% 
loss  in  retail  sales.  Soon  the  busy  downtowns  and  surrounding 
neighborhoods  resemble  ghost  towns. 

In  fact,  Wal-Mart  is  increasing  the  number  of  stores  offering  a wider 
range  of  goods  through  what  is  called  their  Super  Centers.  Super  Centers 
are  open  24  hours  and  they  feature  banking,  tax  preparation,  photo 
processing,  dry  cleaning,  eye  care,  bakeries,  deli's  and  cafes.  They  only 
have  143  of  these  Super  Stores  compared  to  2600  warehouse-size  retail 
outlets.  That  number  of  Super  Centers  will  have  doubled  by  the  time  this 
goes  to  print. 

Average  income  - below  poverty  level.  The  average  annual  income  for  a 
full  time  worker  at  Wal-Mart  in  the  US,  even  with  a well  publicized 
profit-sharing  plan,  hovers  around  $12,000  - way  below  the  poverty  level. 
Most  employees  are  given  part  time  work  so  they  can  avoid  paying  the 
benefits.  Wal-Mart  demands  complete  and  unquestioned  loyalty.  The 
employees  have  to  pass  drug  tests,  submit  to  lie  detector  tests.  Wal-Mart 
prohibits  dating  among  employees.  Employees  are  expected  to  work  long  and 
irregular  hours  for  no  additional  pay. 

Many  stores  require  their  employees  to  start  the  day  with  a cheer:  "Give 
me  a 'W',  give  me  an  'A'..."  and  so  on.  Some  stores  have  even  cheered, 
"Stack  it  deep/sell  it  cheap/watch  it  fly/hear  those  downtown  merchants 
cry ! " 

In  Asia,  manufacturers  of  Wal-Mart  garments  include  child  and  prison 
laborers.  Dateline  NBC  exposed  the  conditions  of  a garment  sweatshop  in 
Bangladesh  where  9-12  year  old  boys  and  girls  worked  long  into  the  night 
and  were  paid  as  little  as  5c  an  hour.  Dateline  NBC  also  exposed  that 
false  labels  were  sewn  into  Wal-Mart  clothes,  like  "Made  in  America." 

When  taking  over  the  Woolco  chain  in  Canada,  Wal-Mart  cut  mechanics 
wages  in  half;  fired  well  paid  warehouse  workers  and  then  "charitably" 
rehired  them  at  minimum  wage.  On  the  one-year  anniversary  of  Wal-Mart 's 
announced  take  over  of  Canadian  Woolco,  it  laid  off  2700  workers. 

Wal-Mart  tends  to  locate  outside  established  commercial  districts.  By 
doing  so,  Wal-Mart  avoids  paying  high  property  taxes  and  forces  the  County 
to  extend  service  to  that  area. 

Increased  cost  of  roads,  water,  sewage,  security,  telephone  and  other 
services  exceeded  the  sales  and  property  tax  revenues  generated  by  the  new 
stores.  Thereby,  regional  income  declines,  the  community  tax  base  erodes 
along  with  the  funds  needed  to  maintain  adequate  municipal  services. 

Researchers  have  found  that  a dollar  spent  on  a locally  owned  business 
has  4-5  times  the  economic  spin-off  of  a dollar  spent  at  Wal-Mart.  Wal- 
Mart  stores  send  their  profits  back  to  their  headquarters  in  Bentonville, 


Arkansas  removing  from  the  community  money  that  was  formerly  invested  in 
local  projects  or  deposited  in  local  banks.  Also,  it  is  very  important  to 
remember  that  as  the  local  competition  decreases  (due  to  the  lower  prices 
of  Wal-Mart),  all  of  Wal-Mart' s prices  begin  to  climb. 

Independent  businesses  often  contribute  as  much  as  5%  of  profit  to  local 
causes.  Wal-Mart's  donations  amount  to  a mere  .0004  percent  of  sales. 

Stopping  Wal-Mart.  In  the  past  5 years  citizens  of  small  towns  in 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire  and  Maine  rejected  new  stores.  People  in 
other  states  have  joined  together  to  fend  off  new  Wal-Marts.  Puerto  Rico 
rejected  a Wal-Mart  because  of  its  likely  effect  on  small  businesses. 

Lawsuits  have  been  filed  against  Wal-Mart  for  a variety  of  reasons.  In 
1993  an  Arkansas  circuit  court  found  Wal-Mart  guilty  of  selling  goods 
below  cost  to  drive  smaller  stores  out  of  business.  They  awarded  $300,000 
to  three  small  pharmacies  (however,  in  1995  the  Ark.  Supreme  Court 
overturned  the  ruling.)  Small  businesses  are  forging  ahead  with  similar 
lawsuits  in  more  than  20  states. 

There  is  growing  awareness  that  such  global  transnational  corporate 
retailers  are  not  in  the  best  interest  of  local  communities.  And  stopping 
the  Wal-Marts,  the  Circuit  City's  (and  a myriad  of  others  that  are  on  the 
developer's  drawing  boards  throughout  the  County  as  I type  this)  provide 
us  with  an  opportunity  to  act  locally  to  fight  this  growing  globalization. 

And  we  need  all  the  support  we  can  get.  We  should  applaud  Tom  Talbert  and 
his  neighbors  in  Arroyo  Grande  who  went  out  and  collected  the  more  than  3, 

000  signatures  to  protest  the  huge  development  being  planned  along  Branch 
and  Rancho  Parkway.  Not  to  mention  the  numerous  others  who  have  been 
organizing  community  support  throughout  the  County  to  stop  such  ruthless 
ravaging  of  our  communities. 

And  we  need  to  investigate  ourselves  as  well.  Where  do  we  shop?  Are  we 
aware  of  the  total  picture  where  we  spend  our  money?  Does  it  go  outside 
the  community  or  does  it  stay  inside  to  support  our  local  communities.  We 
need  to  use  our  political  voice  by  choosing  consciously  where  and  how  we 
spend  our  money.  It  is  just  as  important,  if  not  more,  as  to  whom  we  vote 
for.  Like  Sam  Walton  wrote  in  his  autobiography:  "There  is  only  one  boss. 

The  customer.  And  he  can  fire  everybody  in  the  company,  from  the  chairman 
on  down,  simply  by  spending  his  money  somewhere  else." 

Bob  Banner  is  publisher  of  HopeDance  (805)  544-9663 
Sources:  Harper's,  Wal-Mart  Watch,  US  News  & World  Report,  Sam  Walton:  Made 
in  America  (1992);  "Wal-Mart:  Global  Retailer"  by  Kai  Mander  and  Alex  Boston 
in  Derry  Mander 's  anthology.  The  Case  Against  The  Global  Economy  (which  I 
used  quite  extensively)  >> 
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IV.  Traditional  Governments 

Although  each  Nation  had  its  own  language,  religious  beliefs,  traditions, 
and  their  own  form  of  government,  there  is  a common  thread  that  weaves  them 
together.  This  common  thread  is  an  ethic,  a philosophy,  and  a religious 
belief  that  views  Mother  Earth  as  a living  breathing  being  that  needs 
protection  and  deserves  respect.  The  goal  is  to  live  in  harmony  with  all 
peoples  and  other  beings.  In  this  section,  the  traditional  government  of  the 
Haudenosaunee  will  be  discussed,  the  religious  beliefs  of  the  Hopi  of 


Hotevilla  will  be  explored,  and  the  importance  of  the  survival  of  these 
traditional  forms  of  government  will  be  offered. 

1.  Haudenosaunee  Kaianaraseraowa  (the  Great  Law  of  Peace) 

It  is  important  to  understand  the  founding  oration  and  the  wampuml  that 
tells  the  "story"  of  the  Great  Law  of  Peace,  for  these  accounts  contain  the 
Peacemaker's  message,  the  laws,  and  the  beliefs  that  are  imbued  in  the 
Haudenosaunee ' s traditional  government. 

The  founding  of  the  Great  Law  of  Peace  is  set  by  the  traditional  manner, 
oration  and  wampum,  of  record  keeping  to  be  between  1000  and  1400  AD; 
however,  many  Anglo-Americans  tend  to  set  the  date  at  1450.  The  Peacemaker 
also  known  as  Deganawideh  was  born  amongst  the  Huron  and  came  to  the  native 
peoples,  before  they  were  known  as  the  Haudenosaunee,  during  a time  of  great 
conflict.  As  a young  man,  the  Peacemaker  always  talked  about  bringing  peace 
to  the  nations,  but  his  own  people  rejected  his  message  so  he  left  them. 

a.  The  Peacemaker's  Message 

The  Peacemaker  went  to  each  village  in  turn  and  called  together  the  war 
chiefs.  The  Peacemaker's  message  was  of  Kariio  (The  Good  Message), 
Kashastensera  (Power),  and  Skennen(Peace) , and  he  said  that  if  the  people 
would  follow  this  message,  war  and  bloodshed  amongst  the  people  would  end  and 
the  Kaianaraseraowa  (The  Great  Law  of  Peace)  would  be  created. 

The  Peacemaker's  message  concerning  the  Kariwiio  (The  Good  Message)  taught 
the  people  that  one  must  have  Unity  and  Respect.  Unity  is  defined  as  the 
coming  together  of  all  factions  of  people  no  matter  what  their  differences 
are,  one  must  respect  each  other  as  if  they  were  one's  own  family;  thus,  the 
violence  would  end. 

The  Peacemaker  also  spoke  about  Kashastensera,  which  concerns  Power,  Mind, 
and  Reason.  The  Peacemaker  taught  the  Haudenosaunee  that  there  is  power  in 
Unity,  for  if  many  Nations  came  together  in  unity  and  reason  as  a single 
family  they  would  become  one  mind  and  with  this  acceptance  of  peace  the 
foundation  for  the  future  generations  would  be  laid  out. 

The  Peacemaker  taught  that  Skennen  (peace),  good  health,  and  calmness  of 
mind  and  body  would  be  created  when  the  Nations  came  together  as  one  United 
Family.  After  the  Peacemaker  delivered  his  message,  he  told  the  War  Chiefs, 
who  had  agreed  to  allow  their  minds  to  become  one  and  sane  by  accepting  the 
message  of  the  Kaianaraseraowa  (Great  Law  of  Peace),  that  everyone  would  now 
be  united. 

At  the  time  of  the  founding  of  the  Five  Nations  and  the  acceptance  of  the 
principles  of  the  Great  Law  of  Peace,  also  known  as  the  Constitution  of  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy,  Hiawatha  introduced  wampum  to  the  people  : 

He  taught  the  Five  Nations  that  wampum  should  bring  and  bind  peace  and  take 
the  place  of  blood.  ...  Deganawidah,  used  the  wampum  to  console  or  wipe  away 
the  tears  of  Hiawatha  whose  heart  was  heavy  because  of  the  loss  of  his 
daughters.  This  was  the  first  Condolence  Ceremony  and  has  existed  without 
change  down  to  the  present  day. 

Wampum  is  used  for  ceremonial  reasons,  and  is  also  used  by  the  Haudenosaunee 
to  record  the  events  of  the  people  through  the  creation  of  wampum  belts 
using  various  symbols  to  represent  the  events. 

b.  Peacemaker's  Message  and  Formation  of  Government 

As  the  Peacemaker  went  from  Nation  to  Nation,  different  numbers  of  chiefs, 
fifty  chiefs  in  all,  agreed  to  the  Great  Law  of  Peace.  These  fifty  chiefs 
together  compose  the  Grand  Council  of  Chiefs. 

The  11th  WAMPUM  of  the  Great  Law  of  Peace  explains  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  the  Council  of  the  Mohawk.  The  Mohawk  are  divided  into 
three  clans.  Wolf,  Turtle,  and  Bear  with  three  chiefs  for  each  clan,  for  a 
total  of  nine  chiefs. 

The  decision  making  and  duties  of  the  Life-Chiefs  is  very  interesting.  The 
Turtle  Clan  chiefs  are  responsible  for  hearing  the  matters  of  the  people 
first.  If  the  matter  is  of  importance,  then  the  issue  will  be  deliberated 
and  a solution  sought  before  sending  it  to  the  chiefs  of  the  Wolf  clan.  The 
Wolf  Clan  then  deliberates  and  if  the  solution  is  accepted,  then  the  matter 
gets  returned  to  the  Turtle  Clan.  The  Turtle  Clan  then  turns  the  issue  over 
to  the  Bear  clan  who  have  been  listening  to  the  debate  between  the  Turtle  and 


Wolf  and  if  they  agree,  they  will  sanction  the  solution.  "When  everyone  is 
of  one  mind  and  in  accordance  with  the  Kaianerekowa  (Great  Law),  the  Bear 
Sachems  will  announce  the  decision. 

The  12th  WAMPUM  states  that  the  Mohawks  are  the  foundation  of  the  government 
of  the  Great  Law  of  Peace  Therefore,  if  the  Mohawks  "disallow  any 
proposition  or  protest  the  legislative  body,  it  cannot  be  passed." 

Each  of  the  Nations  have  their  own  duties,  responsibilities  and  set  number 
of  chiefs.  For  example,  the  14th  WAMPUM,  illustrates  that  the  Onondaga  have 
14  chiefs  representing  5 different  clans,  and  they  are  known  as  the 
Firekeepers  of  the  Confederacy,  and  as  such,  it  is  their  duty  to  record  all 
matters  discussed  concerning  the  Flaudenosaunee . The  18th  WAMPUM  states  that 
the  Firekeepers  shall  officially  open  and  close  the  Council  of  the  League  and 
confirm  and  sanction  the  final  decision  of  the  Council. 

Faithkeepers  are  very  important  to  the  Haudenosaunee,  for  they  are 
respected  men  and  women  who  know  the  Thanksgiving  Address  and  Great  Law  very 
well,  and  they  have  proven  themselves  by  the  good  lives  they  have  lived. 

They  are  the  teachers,  for  they  are  well  respected  for  their  knowledge  and 
their  ability  to  live  peacefully  with  all  peoples. 

c.  Women  of  the  Nation 

Women  have  an  important  role  within  the  government  of  the  Flaudenosaunee. 
likonsaseh  (Mother  of  the  Nations)  was  the  first  person  to  accept  the 
Peacemaker's  message  of  peace  and  harmony.  As  a result,  the  Peacemaker  gave 
her  an  important  role  in  securing  and  keeping  the  peace,  for  he  gave  the 
women  the  responsibility  of  "raising  up  the  chiefs  who  would  come  from  a 
matrilineal  descent. "1 

The  women  select  the  chiefs  (give  them  horns)  and  empower  them  to  act,  if 
a chief  is  not  living  according  to  the  Great  Law  of  Peace,  the  women  will 
give  him  a warning  and  if  he  continues  to  act  badly  the  clan  mothers  will 
remove  his  horns.  "The  mother's  clan  determines  the  clan  of  her  children, 
and  so  we  have  a clan  mother.  She  must  perpetuate  the  ways  of  our  people; 
she  must  be  able  to  teach  the  ways  of  our  people  to  the  young." 

One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  the  Great  Law  of  Peace  is  that  this 
type  of  traditional  government  requires  that  everyone  and  everything  be  in 
balance.  Religion  and  state  are  united  as  one,  and  they  are  kept  in  check.  It 
is  a way  of  life  that  requires  the  society  to  maintain  a balance  between  the 
responsibilities  of  the  women,  the  men,  the  chiefs,  and  the  Faithkeepers.  It 
is  the  responsibility  of  all  people  within  the  society  to  do  their  jobs  to 
make  sure  that  nobody  has  more  power  than  anyone  else,  for  balance  and  unity 
must  be  retained  to  have  peace. 6 

2.  Relationship  With  United  States 

The  Haudenosaunee ' s inherent  sovereignty  had  been  respected  and  acknowledged 
by  the  United  States  until  the  State  of  New  York  imposed  elective  systems  on 
the  reservations.  These  elective  tribal  councils  then  were  seen  as  the 
legitimate  governments  by  the  United  States  and  New  York  State.  The  dilemma 
is  that  the  traditional  government  were  and  are  still  functioning  whether 
they  are  recognized  or  not.  However,  the  tide  may  be  changing,  for  recently 
the  State  of  New  York  has  been  negotiating  with  the  delegates  from  the 
Haudenosaunee,  who  are  the  traditional  government,  and  not  the  tribal 
council.  The  Trade  and  Commerce  agreement  "affirms  the  sovereign  status  of 
the  Haudenosaunee,  and  recognizes  its  exclusive  right  to  regulate  economic 
activities  upon  its  territories, " and  if  one  reads  between  the  lines,  it 
implies  that  the  tribal  government  is  not  the  legitimate  authority  in 
Haudenosaunee  Country.  At  least  in  the  eyes  of  New  York  State,  it  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  the  United  States  will  follow  suit. 

a.  The  Mohawk  Governments 

At  Akwesasne  (land  of  the  Drumming  Partridge)  also  known  as  the  Saint  Regis 
Mohawk  reservation,  the  Kahnia ' kehaka  (Mohawk)  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs  is 
the  traditional  form  of  government.  At  Akwesasne  there  are  also  two  other 
forms  of  government;  the  St.  Regis  Mohawk  Tribal  Council,  which  is  a state 
imposed  elective  system  form  of  government;  and,  the  Mohawk  Council  of 
Akwesasne  Tribal  Council,  which  is  the  elected  government  on  the  Canadian 
side  of  the  reservation.  These  imposed  forms  of  government  have  caused  a 


jurisdictional  nightmare  between  Canada,  New  York  State,  and  the  federal 
government,  for  invisible  lines  have  been  drawn  through  Haudenosaunee 
Country. 

3.  Kahnia ' kehaka  (Mohawk)  Nation 

The  traditional  form  of  government  at  Akwesasne  is  the  Kahnia ' kehaka 
(Mohawk)  Nation  Council  of  Chiefs  (MNCC).  They  are  the  designated 
representatives  of  the  sovereign  Mohawk  Nation,  and  they  are  sanctioned  by 
the  Haudenosaunee  Confederacy.  The  MNCC  is  composed  of  the  following  Chiefs: 
Teharioniakarenrons  - Edward  Gray,  Turtle  Clan,  Tekanatsiasere  - Brian 
Skidders,  Wolf  Clan,  Teharonianeken  - lake  Swamp,  Wolf  Clan,  Arihote  - Curtis 
Nelson,  Bear  Clan,  and  Otistsakenra  - Charles  Patton,  Bear  Clan.  The  MNCC  is 
actively  working  towards  preserving  the  language,  history,  and  culture  of  the 
Kahnia ' kehaka . For  example,  the  MNCC  operates  funds  and  licenses  the 
Akwesasne  Freedom  School,  Indian  Time  (newspaper),  CKON  radio  Station,  and 
the  Akwesasne  Notes  Magazine. 

The  Akwesasne  Freedom  School  teaches  grades  1-8  and  uses  only  the  Mohawk 
language.  The  children  are  taught  their  way  of  life.  The  Akwesasne  Freedom 
School  is  considered  to  be  the  leader  in  Native  language  immersion  teaching. 
To  raise  money  for  the  school,  the  community  comes  out  to  support  the 
Akwesasne  Freedom  School  by  either  donating  there  time,  expertise,  or  by 
participating  in  the  annual  dinner  and  quilt  auction. 

The  MNCC  is  active  in  negotiations  with  New  York  State  to  recover  lands, 
sue  for  past  damages,  and  they  are  currently  negotiating  with  the  state 
concerning  tax  issues.  The  MNCC  performs  many  governmental  services,  for 
they  issue  birth  certificates,  marriage  certificates.  Confederacy  passports, 
and  they  issue  Haudenosaunee  Passports  for  international  travel. 

It  has  not  been  an  easy  job  for  the  traditionalists  to  keep  with  the  tenets 
of  the  Great  Law  of  Peace,  but  they  have!  The  traditional  leaders  hold  the 
Peacemaker's  message  deep  within  their  hearts  and  are  desperately  trying  to 
maintain  the  balance  of  peace  for  the  future  generations  to  come.  The 
traditionalists  were  taught  by  the  Peacemaker  that  the  people  should  unite 
and  become  one  mind  in  the  peace  of  the  Great  law.  However,  the  dilemma  the 
traditionalists  are  faced  with  today  is  how  to  deal  with  the  tribal  council 
members  whose  minds  are  not  in  sync  with  the  Peacemaker's  teachings. 

Perhaps  the  answer  can  be  found  in  the  story  of  Tadodaho.  Maybe  the 
traditionalists  need  to  go  after  the  tribal  council  members  and  those  who 
have  strayed  and  bring  them  back  to  the  Peacemaker's  message  and  traditional 
way  of  life.  Perhaps  as  likonsaseh  suggested,  the  people  should  sing  to  the 
tribal  council  and  soothe  their  minds  and  comb  the  snakes  from  their  hair  so 
that  they  will  also  have  the  best  interests  of  all  the  people  in  mind, 
instead  of  greed. 

The  traditionalists  recognize  that  this  factionalism  is  not  beneficial  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  people,  and  recently  the  three  groups  of  government 
have  become  of  one  mind  in  order  to  deal  with  the  environmental  issues  that 
plague  Akwesasne.  The  Traditional  Haudenosaunee  know  that  the  continuation  of 
this  world  as  we  know  it,  depends  on  the  continuation  of  the  ceremonies,  and 
not  on  the  tribal  government's  short-sighted  greediness. 

4.  Hopi  of  Hotevilla 

Sitting  on  a mesa  top  in  Arizona,  in  the  tiny  village  of  Hotevilla  there  are 
a handful  of  traditional  people.  These  people  feel  as  the  Haudenosaunee  do 
that  the  continuation  of  the  world  as  we  know  it  depends  on  following  the 
traditional  ways  of  life  (Ceremonies).  The  traditional  Hopis  face  the  same 
dilemma  as  the  Haudenosaunee,  for  they  too  have  had  tribal  councils  imposed 
upon  them. 

The  imposed  Hopi  form  of  government  is  an  IRA  tribal  government  and  was 
forced  upon  the  Hopi  when  they  abstained  from  voting  in  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  conducted  election.  The  Hopi  did  not  want  to 
reorganize,  for  they  wanted  to  keep  their  traditional  form  of  government  that 
they  had  been  practicing  for  well  over  a thousand  years. 

The  Hopi,  like  the  Haudenosaunee,  experienced  and  still  do  experience  great 
internal  stress,  for  the  United  States  government  officials  have  used 
"divide-and-conquer  tactics"  to  separate  the  native  peoples.  The  Hopis  who 
were  willing  to  accept  the  government's  policies  were  labeled  "friendlies". 


while  those  who  fought  against  the  policies  were  labeled  "hostiles".  Today 
"the  labels,  'Hostiles'  and  'Friendlies'  would  be  replaced  by  the  labels 
' Traditionals ' and  'Progressives.'" 

The  traditional  Hopi  have  suffered  from  a self  serving  tribal  council  who 
"speaks  of  prophecy  and  taking  care  of  our  spiritual  laws,  but  seem  to  only 
have  empty  words  and  no  action  or  power  to  bring  about  change  that  we  all 
know  must  happen  at  this  time  to  protect  the  life  of  our  Earth  Mother."  It 
is  amazing  how  similar  the  Haudenosaunee  and  the  Hopi  beliefs  are,  for  both 
of  their  traditional  ways  are  dependent  on  spreading  the  message  of  peace  and 
harmony  with  all  peoples  of  the  world. 

a.  The  Prophecy 

The  Hopi  Elders  believe  that  they  must  communicate  the  message  of  the 
prophecy  to  the  entire  world.  This  is  no  easy  task,  for  the  Hopi  Elders  have 
tried  to  convey  the  message  for  almost  eighty  years.  Part  of  the  Prophecy 
is : 

The  glowing  red  core  of  the  message,  first  given  to  their  [Hopi]  ancestors 
nearly  a thousand  years  ago,  is  that  when  the  close  of  the  present  Fourth 
Cycle  and  the  opening  of  a new  Fifth  Cycle  of  the  world  is  at  hand,  the 
number  of  survivors  and  the  manner  of  its  transition  from  one  cycle  to  the 
other  will  be  determined  by  two  things:  first,  by  what  the  Hopi  Elders  and 
their  supporters  are  able  to  continue  doing  during  the  change,  and  second,  by 
how  the  world's  citizens  respond. 

One  may  wonder  why,  considering  the  seriousness  of  the  prophecy,  government 
officials,  the  tribal  councils,  corporations  and  others  have  impeded  the 
Elders  in  conveying  this  message  and  continuing  their  ceremonial  traditional 
ways.  These  are  traditional  ways  of  life  that  reaches  out  to  teach  all 
people  in  an  attempt  to  retain  harmony. 

b.  Covenant  with  Maasaw 

Before  the  Hopi  came  to  live  in  this  world,  they  lived  in  a beautiful  world 
beneath  this  one.  However,  the  Hopi  became  careless  and  spoiled  the 
underworld  because  they  did  not  follow  their  original  laws.  They  were  driven 
by  selfish  desires,  lost  respect  for  women,  and  they  lost  respect  for  their 
leaders.  As  a result,  the  underworld  was  not  fit  to  live  in,  so  the  Hopi  sent 
a messenger  bird  to  the  guardian,  Maasaw,  of  this  world  to  ask  him  permission 
for  the  Hopi  to  come  up  to  live  in  his  world.  Maasaw  allowed  the  people  to 
come  up  but  only  if  they  would  live  simply  like  he  did,  for  all  he  had  was 
his  planting  stick  and  seeds.  The  people  agreed  to  this  and  they  emerged 
through  a hollow  reed  at  the  bottom  of  the  Grand  Canyon. 

This  covenant  with  Maasaw  is  the  foundational  principle  of  the  Hopi 
traditional  way  of  life.  They  were  told  by  Maasaw  to  migrate  in  all 
directions,  break  their  pottery  as  they  leave,  to  leave  markings  on  the  rocks 
as  their  land  claim,  and  to  build  sacred  shrines,  for  in  this  way  "the  earth 
will  receive  spiritual  roots  and  you  will  hold  the  land  together  in  balance." 

c.  Destroying  Harmony  & Maintaining  Hope 

The  Hopi  call  the  United  States  and  the  Progressives  (those  who  have 
abandoned  the  traditional  way  like  the  Tribal  people)  the  Two-Hearted. 

Two-Hearteds  are  "those  who  have  succumbed  to  temptation  and  stepped  off  the 
narrow  blade."  The  Two-Hearted  people  claim  to  speak  for  the  One  Hearted 
(Traditional),  but  they  do  not  and  have  caused  disharmony.  The  Progressives 
have  adopted  the  Bahama  (white)  traditions  and  Christian  religion  and  have 
forgotten  their  traditional  Hopi  language  and  ceremonies. 

The  traditional  Hopi  (One  Hearted)  maintain  hope,  for  they  live  by  the 
covenant  struck  with  Massaw,  and  they  continue  to  practice  the  ceremonies  by 
living  by  the  laws  that  were  given  to  them  by  the  Creator  and  by  Maasaw. 

These  laws  taught  that  materialistic  wants  were  wrong,  for  it  goes  directly 
against  the  covenant  made  with  Maasaw  to  live  a simple  life.  This  is  the 
number  one  principle  that  the  Progressives  disregard,  for  they  have 
sacrificed  their  traditional  ways  for  quick  cash  and  a promise  of  a better 
tomorrow.  They  do  not  realize  that  they  are  throwing  off  the  harmony  that 
the  traditionalists  are 
trying  so  hard  to  preserve. 


5.  The  Haudenosaunee  and  the  Hopi 

The  Haudenosaunee  and  the  Hopi  are  two  traditional  forms  of  government  that 
have  retained  their  inherent  sovereignty  through  great  hardship.  The 
hardship  that  they  have  encountered  has  been  at  the  hands  of  an  ever  changing 
federal  Indian  policy.  The  traditional  governments  have  retained  their 
languages,  their  ceremonies,  and  their  original  instructions  given  to  them 
by  the  Creator.  The  Haudenosaunee  and  the  Hopi  have  within  their  original 
instructions  from  the  Creator,  a message  of  peace,  which  is  important  to  the 
continuity  of  Mother  Earth  and  the  native  peoples. 

The  dilemma  is  in  what  legal  protections  are  there  for  these  traditional 
forms  of  government  within  the  judicial  framework  of  the  United  States? 

There  is  a circular  argument  here  as  the  Faithkeeper  for  the  Haudenosaunee, 
Oren  Lyons,  articulated  when  he  said  that  sovereignty  is  something  you  have 
and  you  do  not  need  to  ask  other  governments  to  accept  or  define  it.  While, 
what  Lyons'  says  is  true,  you  do  not  need  confirmation  from  the  other;  when 
the  other  government  has  invaded  your  sovereignty  and  imposed  artificial 
white  constructs  of  government  within  your  territory,  something  needs  to  be 
done.  Within  Indian  law,  one  talks  about  the  shifting  attitudes  of  federal 
Indian  policy;  however,  one  often  takes  only  a sterile  look  at  the 
devastating  effects  on  the  native  peoples  never  really  seeing  the  faces  of 
those  who  have  suffered.  The  United  States  government  and  the  State  of  New 
York  needs  to  own  up  to  the  devastation  and  factionalism  that  they  have 
caused  amongst  the  native  peoples  by  constructing  artificial  tribal 
governments  that  have  conveniently  been  labeled  the  legitimate  authority  in 
power.  The  United  States  government  and  the  State  of  New  York  needs  to 
provide  a remedy  for  the  traditional  peoples  who  continue  to  operate  their 
traditional  governments  parallel  to  the  artificial  tribal  governments  who  do 
not  truly  represent  the  traditional  native  Nations. 

V.  CONCLUSION 

This  paper  set  out  to  explore  whether  today's  tribal  government  truly 
represents  traditional  native  Nations  and  has  successfully  proven  that  tribal 
governments  do  not  represent  the  traditional  native  Nations.  It  is 
impossible  for  the  United  States  and  the  New  York  State's  artificially 
constructed  tribal  governments  to  contain  the  traditional  philosophy,  ethics, 
and  religious  ceremonies  of  the  traditional  peoples.  Although  tribal 
governments  claim  to  use  tribal  customary  law,  one  can  not  pick  and  chose 
parts  of  their  traditions,  for  the  traditional  way  is  not  just  the  laws,  it 
is  steeped  within  the  traditional  prayers  and  way  of  life;  and,  therefore, 
cannot  be  separated. 

- "RE:  Hispanic  & Spanish  Speaking  People"  

Date:  Sun,  24  Aug  1997  10:25:41  -0700 

From:  "The  Taino  Tribal  Council"  <torresp@algorithms . com> 

Sub j : Hispanic  & Spanish  Speaking  People 

Mailing  List:  Taino-L  <Taino-L@corso.ccsu.ctstateu.edu> 

[Editorial  Note:  This  is  the  Taino  Tribal  Council's 
Response  to  another  mailing  list.  It  is  included 
here  to  further  understanding.] 

Tau  Guaitiao,  Hello  Friend, 

After  reading  your  organization's  public  statements  & published  information 
about  Hispanic  contributions  in  United  States  and  across  the  Americas. 

It  seems  that  you  are  confused  about  Spanish  speaking  people  "Hispanic" 
and  the  European  Spaniards  of  Spain.  Many  of  the  Spanish  speaking  people 
of  the  Americas  do  not  recognize  Europe  or  Spain  as  their  mother  country. 

It  is  a fact  that,  we  are  of  the  Americas  and  that  the  majority  of  Spanish 
people  under  the  label  of  "Hispanic"  are  of  a Native  American  mix  or  what 
is  called  the  American  Indian  race.  The  majority  of  Spanish  speaking 
people  are  of  the  Native  American  brown  race,  not  the  white  European  race. 

On  another  note,  the  creation  of  the  term  "Hispanic"  by  the  United  States 
Government  was  a way  of  making  Spanish  speaking  people  feel  less 
American,  when  in  fact  they  are  more  American  than  the  so-called 


White  and  Black  Americans,  as  the  majority  of  these  Spanish  speaking 
people  are  by  birthright  Native  American  Indians. 

PS:  In  the  United  States  we  Native  Americans  have  been  colonized  to 
speak  the  colonial  English  language  of  Europe,  yet  the  we  do  not  call 
ourselves  Englishmen  of  England. 

Don  Cristobal  Colon,  or  Columbus  as  he  is  better  known  in  US  History, 
was  a Spanish  subject  of  Spain,  he  was  not  a citizen  of  any  country  in 
the  Americas. 

On  a historical  note:  The  town  of  Genoa  where  Don  Cristobal  Colon 
was  born,  at  the  time  of  his  birth  was  part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Aragona 
the  kingdom  of  Queen  Isabella  La  Catolica.  Later  on  in  Genoa's  new 
history,  it  would  come  to  pass  that  Spain  would  sell  Genoa  to  Italy. 

The  fact  is  that  Columbus  at  the  time  was  a subject  of  Spain  and  a 
Spaniard . 

Respectfully  yours. 

Chief  Peter  Guanikeyu  Torres,  Council  Elder 
Ms.  Maria  Anani  Dimenez,  President  TITC 
Ms.  Beverly  Carey  Torres,  Secretary  TITC 
The  Taino  Inter-Tribal  Council  Inc. 
http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/ 

The  Taino  Tribal  Council  of  latibonuco  Nl 

http://www.hartford-hwp.com/taino/jatibonuco.html 

The  Taino  Tribal  Council  of  latibonicu  PR 

http: //www. algorithms. com/user s/tor res p/j at iboni. html 

The  Taino  Indigenous  People  Of  The  Caribbean  & Florida 

"We  The  Taino  People  Who  Discovered  Columbus  In  1492  Are  Still  Here" 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Fri,  22  Aug  1997  08:27:12  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  17 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. STHOHNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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From  gans@netcom.com  Thu  Sep  4 03:13:17  1997 
Date:  Tue,  2 Sep  1997  23:53:10  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.036 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM  & Big  Mountain  lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  North  American  Spirit  Lodge; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  can  remember  when  the  bison  were  so  many  that  they  could  not  be 
countedj  but  more  and  more  Wasicus  came  to  kill  them  until  there  were 
only  heaps  of  bones  scattered  where  they  used  to  be.  The  Wasicus  did 
not  kill  them  to  eat;  they  killed  them  for  the  metal  that  makes  them 
crazyj  and  they  took  only  the  hides  to  sell.  Sometimes  they  did  not 
even  take  the  hideSj  only  the  tongues;  and  I have  heard  that  fire-boats 
came  down  the  Missouri  River  loaded  with  dried  bison  tongues.  You  can 
see  that  the  men  who  did  this  were  crazy.  Sometimes  they  did  not  even 
take  the  tongues;  they  just  killed  and  killed  because  they  liked  to  do 
that.  When  we  hunted  bison , we  only  killed  what  we  needed." 

Black  Elkj  Oglala 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  Monday,  September  1,  1997  _Atlanta  Constitution_  "Living  News  for 
Kids"  feature  focused  on  Georgia's  Native  American  history,  and  recommended 
that  readers  travel  the  Chieftain's  Trail  to  view  this  rich  heritage. 

Perhaps  the  most  surprising  comments  are  contained  in  the  first 
paragraph : 

"Creek  and  Cherokee  tribes  lived  here  until  they  were  driven  out 
by  English  settlers  greedy  for  land  and  gold." 

And  in  the  featurette  on  New  Echota:  Cherokee  Capital: 

"At  the  last  Cherokee  capital  before  they  were  forced  out  of  Georgia  on 
the  Trail  of  Tears,  you'll  see  a restored  town..." 


At  least,  at  last,  there  are  in  print,  clear,  true  statements  of  what  had 
happened  to  the  Cherokee  and  Creek  who  once  occupied  what  is  now  Georgia. 


Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

8.25.1975  Randy  Hunter  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Kyle  by  "party  or 
parties  unknown". 

Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

9.7.1974  Dennis  LeCompte  - AIM  member  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by  Goons. 
No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
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gars@bellsouth . net 
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- Buffalo  Alert  NO 
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- Action  Alert:  Voisey's  Bay 

- Brentwood  Library  Site 

- Brentwood  Update 

- STOP  the  Desecrations  THIS 

- Cherokee  Nation  Marshalls  ISSUE 

- Cherokee  Monies  CONTAINS 

- Speech  by  less  Bryant  NO 

- Big  Mountain  Livestock  Confiscations 

- Gustafsen:  Two  Years  After 

- Gustafsen:  RCMP  Notes 
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- School  Program  Threatened 

- Quebec  Secession  Case 

- Investors  Beware  of  BC 

- Exxon  Data  Highly  Questionable 

- Daishowa  Boycott  on  Trial 

- New  Evidence:  Residential  Schools 

- Directive  on  Law  Enforcement 

- Thought  on  Balance 

- Adopt-A-Grandparent  Program 

- New  Moon  Prayer 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Native  Prisoner 

- Poem:  Next  Generation 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Update  on  Mount  Graham"  

Date:  Thu,  28  Aug  1997  15:06:22  -0500 
From:  Nokwisa  Yona  <swillett@ro.com> 

Sub j : Update  info  on  Mount  Graham 

UUCP  email 

This  is  information  and  personal  comment  from  Elsie  Herten,  who  has  been 
running  the  e-mail  petitions  effort. 

Please  forward  comment  or  additional  petition  signatures  to  her  at: 
kolahq@skynet . be 

Thanks  to  all  that  have  sent  them  in  so  far!  The  Arizona  Governor  has 
pleaded  with  her  to  quit  forwarding  them,  so  they'll  be  now  going  snail 
mail:  -) 

Nokwisa 


We've  received  signed  on  petitions  from  some  pretty  special  people, 
such  as  Buffy  Sainte-Marie;  the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Nation; 
the  Mohawk  Warrior  Society  Northeast  Coast;  Dr.  Ralph  Maughan 
(who  wrote  he  is  all  for  astronomy  but  NOT  on  Mt.  Graham);  the 
Midwest  Treaty  Network;  the  Canadian  Alliance  in  Support  of 
Native  Peoples;  several  university  professors  and  student 
alliances;  a couple  of  ministers  and  priests  (!);  and  a lot  of 
Euro-Americans  (which  is  taking  easier  into  account  by  those 
pasty  faced  bureaucrats  than  complaints  from  Native  people). 

Here's  an  update  on  Mount  Graham: 

The  situation  at  Mount  Graham  kind  of  remains  the  same; 
construction  is  still  gong  on.  But  to  make  matters  worse,  the  University 
of  Ohio  has  announced  its  plans  to  participate  in  the  telescope  project. 

At  present  we  are  conducting  a letter  writing  campaign  to  the 

president  of  the  OSU  and  to  German  Chancellor  Kohl,  asking  the 

latter  to  stop  all  governmental  funding  of  the  Max  Planck  Institute  as 

long  as  it  is  involved  in  this  controversial  and  highly  unethical 

project.  Last  year.  President  Bill  Clinton  openly  objected  to  the  telescope 

project,  but  it  didn't  stop  UofAz  to  keep  on  clearcutting  the  peaks  and 

move  on  with  construction  works. 

Gordon  Gee,  president  of  OSU,  is  spreading  quite  some  shocking 
misinformation  and  lies  about  the  telescope  project. 

The  German  Max  Planxk  and  the  Vatican  telescopes  have  been  in 
place  for  two  years  now  but  have  had  nothing  to  report  in  this  time 
period.  Mount  Graham  has  rainforest  type  conditions,  which  means 
that  telescope  viewing  can  only  occur  at  most  60  percent  of  the  time, 
which  is  probably  why  no  discoveries  have  been  reported. 

The  astronomers  should  have  known  this  before  construction, 
so  it's  quite  stupid  for  them  to  construct  anyway!  It  doesn't  show 
much  scientific  professionalism,  let  alone  being  deontologically  and 
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CONTAINS 
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ethically  correct. 

There  are  37  sites  in  the  continental  USA  which  are  better  based 
on  many  factors  not  just  topography.  Topography  is  the  big  blunder 
the  UofAz  made  because  they  picked  the  site  with  the  worst 
topography  on  Mt.  Graham.  They  picked  a flat  peak!!! 

The  Vatican  site  is  the  lousiest  site  possible. 

The  Uof Az ' s 8-meter  mirrors  are  also  last  choice  or  third-choice 
products.  UofAz' s mirrors  have  been  rejected  by  the  world's  leading 
astronomers.  The  mirrors  have  been  plagued  by  erratic  production, 
non-competitive  pricing  and  they  contract  with  temperature  changes. 

Uof Az ' s problems  are  slipshod  science  and  ethical  impoverishment. 

A symptom  of  the  moral  decay  of  this  institution?! 

Everybody  knows  that  no-ground  based  telescopes  such  as  the  ones 
on  Mt.  Graham  can  ever  compete  with  outer  space  telescopes  like 
Hubble. 

What's  pretty  ironic  here  is  that  all  over  the  world  there  are 
universities  and  observatories  manned  by  well-paid  scientists  who 
are  constantly  looking  up  into  the  heavens  with  sophisticated 
(or  like  UofAz,  with  third-grade)  and  horribly  expensive  equipment. 

They  have  recently  sent  into  space  the  most  advanced  and 
expensive  telescope  ever  designed  by  man.  But  then  two  guys, 

Mr.  Hale  and  Mr.  Bobb,  not  a part  of  the  science-mob,  sitting  in  their 
backyard,  looking  up  at  the  sky,  discovered  the  most  famous  comet 
of  the  20th  century,  Hale-Bopp! 

OSU  president  Gordon  Gee  claims  that  OSU  would  build  in  an  area 
already  heavily  developed  with  summer  homes,  campgrounds,  etc. 

Or  Gee  has  been  misinformed,  or  he  is  a liar,  because  he  would 
actually  build  in  an  UNDEVELOPED,  ISOLATED,  virgin  spruce-fir 
forest  at  the  summit.  For  Gee  to  say  the  summit  is  developed  is  as 
bizarre  and  absurd  as  saying  there  are  permanent  complexes  with 
luxury  swimming  pools  and  golf  courses  on  top  of  Mount  Everest! 

Gordon  Gee  has  never  been  to  Mount  Graham... 

(I  on  the  other  and  went  to  check  it  out...) 

Gee  also  claims  there  is  a man-made  fishing  lake  on  top  of  the 
mountain.  Now,  the  truth  is  slightly  different...  Gee  is  6 miles  and 
200  feet  in  altitude  off! 

This  is  irresponsible  and  ludicrous  geometry  for  a university 
president . 

The  summit  historically  had  hardly  any  visitors  at  all.  It  was  accessed 
only  by  a barely  passable  fire  control  road  closed  most  of  the  year. 

Now  27  percent  or  129  acres  of  that  fragile,  tiny  472  acres  of  the 
endangered  red  squirrel's  best  spruce-fire  habitat  (and  not  10  acres 
out  of  200,000  acres  as  Gee  falsely  claims)  is  being  permanently 
destroyed  by  the  astronomers. 

Gee  erroneously  claims  that  250,000  recreationists  use  the  mountain. 
Truth  is  that  NONE  of  the  public  are  any  longer  allowed  to  visit  the 
summit,  because  only  astronomers  are  allowed  there...  to  deforest 
and  fragment  it. 

This  remote  wilderness  was  scheduled  to  be  registered  as  an 
official  Wilderness,  but  in  1984  UofAz  astronomers  lobbied  U.S. 

Congress  to  open  it  up  for  development.  In  1988,  they  spent  millions 
of  dollars  lobbying  to  exempt  this  spruce-fir  wilderness  for  the 
Endangered  Species  Act  and  all  environmental  and  Native 
American  religious  and  cultural  protection  laws. 

Dust  like  the  Galapagos  Islands,  Mt.  Graham's  summit  is  a priceless 
cradle  of  evolution.  Over  18  unique  plants  and  animals  evolved 
here:  3 mammals,  3 mollusks,  3 flowers,  a bivalve,  and  many 
anthropoids.  Even  the  government  admitted  that  the  observatory 
will  destroy  one-quarter  of  the  endangered  red  squirrel's  best  habitat. 
Yet,  construction  goes  on. 

I don't  know  what  Gordon  Gee's  beliefs  are,  but  I wonder  how 
anyone  living  today  can  be  so  disrespectful  of  the  religious 
beliefs  of  others  and  the  science  of  evolution,  particularly  since 
superior  telescope  sites  exist  elsewhere  in  the  USA  which  are 


not  environmental  and  cultural  pariahs  either. 

Gordon  Gee  continually  boasts  that  he  found  one  San  Carlos 
Apache,  Mr.  Harrison  Talgo,  who  is  a proponent  of  the  project. 

Mr.  Gee  found  one  single  Apache  in  favor  of  the  telescopes;  and 
Father  George  V.  Coyne,  director  of  the  Vatican  Observatory, 
found  four  of  them... 

Well,  we  know  thousands  of  white  catholics  opposing  it  - in 
addition  to  ALL  the  other  San  Carlos  Apache  people  who  don't 
want  those  darned  scopes  on  their  sacred  mountain! 

Now,  who  is  this  Harrison  Talgo?  He  is  a former  San  Carlos  Apache 
Tribal  Council  president  who  was  recently  re-elected  to  the  Council. 

But...  Mr.  Talgo  is  also  an  employee  of  the  LBT  (Large  Binocular 
Telescope).  See,  this  is  what  happens  when  one's  religion  is  money! 
However,  Harrison  Talgo  did  NOT  support  the  project  until  becoming 
an  employee  of  the  LPT  Corporation.  In  fact,  Talgo' s name  appears 
on  numerous  letters  and  resolutions  opposing  the  scopes.  In  a 
1994  letter  to  a member  of  the  Italian  Parliament  opposing  the 
Vatican  and  Arcetri  participation  in  the  project,  Talgo  wrote: 

"This  mountain  is  the  spring  of  our  life,  the 
protector  of  our  existence.  We  cannot  say 
enough  to  help  you  understand  how  vital 
Dzil  Chaa  Si  An  is  to  us..." 

In  Dune  1997,  the  US  Forest  Service  released  a memo  revealing 
that  the  Forest  Service  admits  (for  the  first  time  after  years  evading 
the  issue)  that  Mt.  Graham  is  a TRADITIONAL  CULTURAL 
PROPERTY  of  the  Western  Apache. 

The  internal  memo  dated  from  April  8,  1996  and  was  made  public 
only  a few  months  ago  in  the  Apache  historic  preservation  lawsuit 
now  pending  in  the  9th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals. 

Among  other  things,  it  states  that: 

"It  is  now  evident  that  the  Forest  Service  has  a 
responsibility  to  evaluate  Mt.  Graham  for  eligibility 
for  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  as  a 
traditional  cultural  property. . . this  evaluation  should 
be  accomplished  as  quickly  as  possible,  prior  to 
taking  irrevocable  action  in  constructing  the  third 
telescope. " 

On  August  19,  1997,  some  100  national,  international  and 
regional  organizations  submitted  a letter  urging  the  US  National 
Science  Foundation  board  of  directors  to  withhold  NSF  funding 
from  this  and  any  other  project  that  avoids  full  and  proper  compliance 
with  U.S.  environmental  and  cultural  protection  laws. 

UofAz  had  asked  NSF  for  money  to  finance  their  controversial 
Mt.  Graham  observatory.  Some  of  the  signatories  were  Greenpeace,  National 
Audubon  Society,  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  National  Wildlife 
Federation,  and  the  Sierra  Club. 

We  were  able  to  halt  construction  works  before,  I'm  sure  we'll 
be  able  to  stop  this  damn  telescope  project  once  and  for  all. 

Consider  this . . . 

UofA  has  been  plagued  with  cracking  mirrors,  the  scope 
partners  have  had  trouble  finding  sponsors,  they  have  been 
taken  to  court  several  times... 

Maybe  the  ga'an  on  Mount  Graham  have  something  to 
do  with  their  bad  luck?... 

As  they  say:  what  goes  around  comes  around.  Good  deeds 
as  well  as  bad  deeds  are  like  boomerangs:  they  always  return 
to  sender! 

In  friendship, 

Elsie  Herten 

KOLA  (International  Campaign  Office) 

Van  Boeckel  St.  20 
B-1140  Brussels 


Belgium 

Tel&Fax  +32-2-241-8322 
Email  : kolahq@skynet.be 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

FREE  WOLVERINE! ! ! 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

Support  Congressional  Oversight  Flearings! 

21  Years  is  long  enough! 

Freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier! 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

"RE : Sovereignty  in  Peril"  

Date:  Sun,  31  Aug  1997  18:25:50  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Siepmann@aol.com 

Sub j : Fwd:  Letters  to  the  Editor  Urgently  Needed 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Item  of  interest  for  W.I. 


Date:  97-08-29  08:53:40  EDT 
From: Wolf iedb@aol.com 

The  following  is  a post  that,  while  not  literary  in  nature,  describes  an  ugly 
and  urgent  situation,  the  outcome  of  which  could  be  affected  by  good  literary 
efforts  (especially  from  those  with  impressive  credentials  and  persuasive 
abilities) : 


New  York  Times  Article 
From: mccomm@clark.net 

Attached  is  a story  from  today's  New  York  Times  that  we  helped  arrange  on 
behalf  of  National  Congress  of  American  Indians.  This  legislative  battle 
will  be  heating  up  in  the  first  two  weeks  of  September.  We  would  encourage 
anyone  to  submit  letters  to  the  editor  in  support  of  the  Tribes  --  there 
should  be  a letters  link  on  the  site. 

Thank  You 

McCarthy  Communications 
Washington,  DC 

Senate  Measure  Would  Deal  Blow  to  Indian  Rights 
By  Timothy  Egan 

SEATTLE  --  With  little  debate  and  no  public  hearings,  a Senate 
subcommittee  last  month  approved  two  measures  that  would  knock  out  some  of 
the  oldest  principles  in  how  the  nation's  554  American  Indian  tribes  are 
governed,  and  deprive  them  of  basic  operating  funds  if  they  do  not  agree 
to  the  changes. 

Little  noticed  in  Washington,  where  they  were  buried  as  riders  on  a 
spending  bill  already  freighted  with  the  fate  of  the  National  Endowment 
for  the  Arts  and  money  for  new  park  lands,  the  proposed  changes  have 
caused  a furor  on  the  reservations . 

The  tribes  say  Congress  is  trying  to  strip  them  of  sovereignty  because 
of  a perception  that  Indian  reservations  are  prospering  with  casino 
gambling  --  disregarding  the  fact  that  the  vast  majority  remain  among  the 
poorest  places  in  the  nation. 

The  architect  of  the  riders.  Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  R-Wash.,  who  has  had  a 
25-year  running  dispute  with  Indians  in  his  home  state,  says  the  measures 
are  part  of  a campaign  to  force  a fundamental  change  in  Indian  affairs. 

"I  find  nothing  in  any  Indian  treaty  that  says  they  must  be  continuously 
supported  by  the  federal  taxpayers,"  said  Gorton  in  an  interview.  Gorton 
is  chairman  of  the  Interior  Appropriations  subcommittee,  which  passed  a 
$13  billion  spending  bill  last  month  that  contains  the  Indian  riders  and 
many  provisions  dear  to  the  Clinton  administration. 

Bracing  for  a showdown,  the  Clinton  administration  has  threatened  to 
veto  the  spending  bill  if  it  contains  the  Indian  measures.  Interior 
Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  called  it  "one  of  the  most  radical  and  unjust  of  a 


stream  of  recent  congressional  proposals/'  which  would  "overturn  almost 
two  centuries  of  jurisprudence." 

One  of  Gorton's  measures  would  force  tribes  to  waive  sovereign  immunity 
from  civil  lawsuits  or  lose  up  to  $767  million  --  nearly  half  of  the 
entire  budget  for  daily  operations  on  land  that  1.4  million  Indians  live 
on  or  near.  Under  the  other  rider,  tribes  could  be  denied  federal  money  if 
their  income  was  above  a certain  level. 

Without  sovereign  immunity,  the  tribes  say,  they  could  face  bankruptcy 
by  lawsuits  and  would  be  unable  to  operate  as  governments.  And  subjecting 
them  to  income  requirements,  or  what  the  government  calls  means-testing, 
would  be  singling  them  out,  they  say,  because  other  city  and  state 
governments  do  not  have  to  go  through  such  tests  for  their  share  of 
federal  funds. 

"If  Senator  Gorton  would  ever  be  willing  to  come  to  a reservation,  he 
would  see  very  clearly  that  most  tribal  governments  are  barely  getting  by 
as  it  is,"  said  Dohn  Blackhawk,  chairman  of  the  Winnebago  tribe  of 
Nebraska.  "These  two  riders  are  outrageous.  They  are  a total  departure 
from  the  government-to-government  relationship  the  tribes  have  always  had 
with  Washington . " 

Though  Babbitt  has  said  he  would  recommend  a veto  if  the  riders  are  left 
in  the  bill,  both  items  are  entwined  in  a package  that  contains  $100 
million  to  keep  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  alive  and  $700  million 
for  environmental  purchases  such  a gold  mine  that  threatens  Yellowstone 
National  Park,  and  huge  grove  of  ancient  redwood  trees  that  could  be 
logged  in  California. 

"I'm  defending  them  on  the  NEA  and  land  acquisition,  so  it  would  not 
behoove  the  administration  to  come  after  me  on  the  these  issues,"  said 
Gorton . 

The  only  Indian  in  the  Senate,  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  a R-Colo., 
has  also  thrown  down  a gauntlet  on  the  measures,  saying  they  would  only  be 
passed  "over  my  dead  body." 

Sovereign  immunity  and  basic  federal  operating  funds  are  not  subject  to 
shifting  political  winds,  Campbell  wrote  in  a letter  to  Gorton,  but  are  "a 
result  of  solemn  promises  made  by  the  United  States  to  tribal  governments 
in  exchange  for  Indian  lands." 

When  the  full  Senate  takes  up  the  Interior  spending  bill  next  month, 
Gorton  and  his  supporters  are  counting  on  the  fact  that  17  states  have  no 
recognized  Indians  tribes  within  their  boundaries.  Also,  Gorton  said,  the 
time  may  be  ripe  to  force  a significant  change  in  the  longstanding  status 
that  Indians  have  had  as  nations  within  a nation. 

"The  irony  is  that  the  very  concept  of  sovereign  immunity  is  descended 
from  English  Common  law,"  he  said.  "And  it's  an  anachronism." 

Indian  governments,  as  well  as  federal  and  local  agencies,  often  evoke 
the  immunity  status  as  a way  to  guarantee  that  projects  like  sewage 
systems  or  road  construction  go  ahead  without  the  threat  of  financially 
crushing  lawsuits.  Individual  Indians  can  be  sued  in  federal  court,  but 
the  tribes  themselves  are  generally  protected. 

The  tribes  say  they  are  under  assault  by  Gorton  and  others  in  Congress 
because  of  a perception  that  they  getting  wealthy  from  casino  gambling, 
which  in  turn  has  brought  some  flexing  of  newfound  political  muscle. 

"This  is  straight-out  an  attempt  to  get  rid  of  tribal  governments,"  said 
John  Dossett,  general  counsel  for  the  National  Congress  of  American 
Indians.  "In  order  to  do  that,  Gorton  and  others  are  playing  off  a 
perception  that  a whole  bunch  of  tribes  are  getting  rich  off  gaming.  In 
fact,  only  a handful  are  making  any  money  at  it." 

A report  last  December  by  the  General  Accounting  Office  found  that  just 
10  tribes  took  in  more  than  50  percent  of  the  $1.6  billion  received  by 
Indian  reservations  from  tribal  gambling.  Only  about  one-third  of  all 
American  Indian  tribes  have  gambling  centers.  Unemployment  on  the 
reservations  is  more  than  three  times  the  national  average,  and  38  percent 
of  all  Indians  aged  6 to  11  years  old  live  below  the  poverty  level  --  more 
than  twice  as  high  as  the  national  average. 

Supporters  of  Gorton's  measures  say  they  resent  the  power  that  Indians 
have  over  non-Indians  on  or  near  reservations.  They  say  it  is  very  hard 
for  someone  who  is  not  an  Indian  to  win  redress  in  tribal  courts. 


"By  being  able  to  claim  immunity  from  suit,  tribes  are  not  fully 
accountable  in  court  for  their  actions  --  like  all  the  rest  of  us  in 
America  are/'  said  Barbara  Lindsey,  president  of  a property  rights  group 
in  Washington  state,  in  a recent  statement  sent  to  Gorton.  "It  is  simply 
not  fair  for  us  to  be  denied  our  constitutional  due  process  rights  while 
the  tribes  can  sue  us  at  will." 

The  Indians  say  Gorton  has  longstanding  animosity  toward  the  tribes, 
bordering  on  a vendetta,  which  dates  to  his  days  fighting  Indian  fishing 
rights  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.  As  Washington  state  attorney  general  in 
the  mid-1970s,  Gorton  argued  and  lost  a landmark  Supreme  Court  case,  known 
as  the  Boldt  decision,  in  which  Indians  were  found  to  have  a right  by 
treaty  to  take  up  to  50  percent  of  all  the  salmon  caught  in  Northwest 
waters . 

"It's  my  opinion,  shared  by  many  of  my  colleagues  around  the  country, 
that  Slade  Gorton  has  a vendetta  against  the  tribes,"  said  Blackhawk. 

Or  as  Dossett  put  it,  "Clearly,  he's  on  the  most  wanted  list." 

In  1995,  Gorton  led  an  effort  to  cut  $200  million  from  the  $1.7  billion 
budget  for  Indian  tribes. 

"He's  an  Indian-fighter, " said  Darrell  Hillaire,  vice-chairmen  of  the 
Lummi  tribe  in  Washington  state.  "This  agenda  is  really  just  Slade 
Gorton's  agenda.  And  he's  counting  on  the  ignorance  of  the  rest  of 
Congress  to  get  it  through." 

The  Lummi,  a small  tribe  with  a salmon-fishing  culture,  were  behind  the 
effort  to  win  fishing  rights  two  decades  ago.  They  have  since  been  singled 
out  by  a legislative  rider  Gorton  had  successfully  inserted  on  a previous 
Interior  bill  several  years  ago.  The  amendment,  since  expired,  would  have 
deprived  the  Lummi  of  50  percent  of  their  federal  operating  funds  if  any 
tribal  actions  had  an  adverse  affect  on  non-Indians. 

This  week,  the  Lummi  tribe  closed  its  casino  near  the  Canadian  border, 
saying  it  was  losing  too  much  money. 

"Before,  he  was  just  going  after  one  or  two  tribes,  but  now  he's 
launched  a broad  attack  on  all  the  tribes,"  said  Dossett.  "As  a result, 
Indians  have  stopped  being  able  to  accomplish  anything  positive  in 
Congress  and  are  just  fighting  all  these  defensive  battles." 

Asked  about  the  tribal  accusations  of  a personal  vendetta  over  the 
fishing  rights  battle,  Gorton  said  he  had  won  more  cases  in  the  Supreme 
Court  against  Indians  than  he  has  lost  --  and  therefore  did  not  feel  a 
need  to  even  the  score.  They  are  angry  at  him  now,  he  said,  because  he  is 
trying  to  break  up  an  old  system  that  many  Indians  have  grown  too 
comfortable  with. 

"Crying  racism  is  the  last  refuge  of  a group  of  individuals  who  can't 
argue  on  the  merits,"  said  Gorton. 

The  tribes  are  particularly  angry  that  on  a matter  that  could  so 
radically  change  the  nature  of  Indian  governments,  there  have  been  no 
hearings,  no  debate,  no  field  trips  to  reservations.  It  is  similar,  they 
say,  to  how  Congress  tried  to  rewrite  environmental  laws  last  year  using 
legislative  riders. 

"We  see  this  as  an  abrogation  of  treaties,"  said  Debra  Doxtator, 
chairwoman  of  the  Oneida  Tribe  in  Wisconsin.  "We  gave  up  vast  amounts  of 
land  in  return  for  sovereignty  and  certain  obligations  by  the  federal 
government.  Now  they  want  to  throw  that  out.  It  would  be  devastating  to  us 
Yet,  we  aren't  even  consulted." 

Gorton  said  he  thought  his  legislative  riders  would  prevail  when  the 
full  Senate  takes  up  the  spending  bill  next  month.  But  even  if  they  did 
not  pass,  he  said  he  would  continue  to  use  his  position  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  that  oversees  spending  for  the  tribes  to  overhaul  Indian  affairs 

"These  are  matters  of  principle  for  me,"  said  Gorton.  "Indians  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  They  should  be  governed  by  laws  of  the 
United  States  as  everyone  else  is." 
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Activists  Protest  Attack  On  Native  Rights 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
from  the  Militant,  vol. 61/no. 30  September  8,  1997 

BY  PAUL  KOURI  AND  ROGER  ANNIS 

SURREY,  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  - A trial  of  15  Native  Indian  rights  fighters  in 
this  Vancouver  suburb  ended  with  harsh  sentences  against  them.  Fourteen  of 
the  accused  were  sentenced  to  prison  terms  of  six  months  to  four  years. 
Another,  Hones  William  Ignace,  received  four  and  a half  years  in  addition 
to  the  22  months  that  he  has  already  been  held  behind  bars. 

Dozens  of  the  defendants'  supporters  were  in  the  courtroom  as  the 
sentences  were  pronounced,  and  they  shouted  denunciations  of  the  judge. 

They  then  filed  outside  and  staged  a rally  in  front  of  the  courthouse. 

"This  trial  is  an  outrage,  a mockery  of  justice,"  declared  Dohn  "Splitting 
The  Sky"  Hill  to  the  group  and  the  many  journalists  covering  the  trial.  He 
is  a coordinator  of  the  Gustafsen  18  Defense  Committee. 

The  protesters  then  traveled  to  downtown  Vancouver  where  the  Assembly  of 
First  Nations  was  holding  its  national  convention.  Some  150  delegates 
agreed  to  sign  a petition  calling  upon  the  British  Columbia  government  to 
hold  a public  inquiry  into  the  events  that  led  to  the  arrest  of  the 
defendants  in  1995.  The  outgoing  president  of  the  organization,  Ovide 
Mercredi,  however,  dismissed  the  call.  "If  you  use  a gun,"  he  said,  "those 
are  the  consequences." 

The  Assembly  of  First  Nations  represents  officials  of  local  Indian 
governments  who  are  elected  under  the  terms  of  the  Canada  Indian  Act. 

There  are  approximately  one  million  Native  Indian  people  in  Canada. 

The  trial  stemmed  from  a massive  government  and  police  assault  against  a 
spiritual  encampment  of  Native  and  non-Native  people  on  the  shores  of 
Gustafsen  Lake  in  central  British  Columbia  in  the  summer  of  1995.  The 
attack  was  ordered  by  the  New  Democratic  Party  government  in  British 
Columbia  with  the  full  backing  of  the  federal  Canadian  government. 

The  government  sided  with  a rancher  who  claimed  title  to  the  land  and 
wanted  the  encampment  closed  down.  Participants  said  the  land  was  unceded 
Indian  territory  and  refused  to  leave.  The  trial  proved  that  the  rancher 
possessed  no  legal  title  to  the  land.  At  the  height  of  the  assault,  some 
400  police  were  mobilized. 

It  was  the  biggest  police  operation  in  Canada  since  a similar  one 
against  the  Mohawk  Indians  at  Oka,  Quebec,  in  1990.  Thousands  of  rounds  of 
bullets  were  fired  by  police  during  several  weeks  of  siege  of  the 
encampment  in  August  and  September.  One  of  the  soon-to-be  accused  was  shot 
in  the  arm.  Displays  of  weapons  and  warning  shots  by  people  in  the 
encampment  were  presented  to  the  trial  by  prosecutors  as  attempts  to  kill 
police. 

There  were  18  original  defendants.  Three  were  found  not  guilty  when  the 
trial  jury  delivered  its  verdict  on  May  20.  The  remaining  15  were 
acquitted  of  more  serious  charges,  including  two  charges  of  attempting  to 
murder  police  officers.  William  Ignace  was  one  of  those  acquitted  of  a 
murder  charge.  He  is  66  years  old  and  is  an  outspoken  opponent  of  the 
oppression  of  Native  Indians  in  Canada. 

The  trial  lasted  10  months,  one  of  the  longest  criminal  trials  in 
Canadian  history. 

"Given  the  judge's  instructions  to  the  jury,  we  were  not  expecting 
acquittals  on  all  charges,"  explained  Bill  Lightbown,  a coordinator  of  the 
Gustafsen  18  Defense  Committee.  "He  instructed  them  to  ignore  all  three 
bases  of  our  defense  - that  the  land  in  question  was  unceded  and  should 
therefore  be  subject  to  a negotiated  land  claims  process,  that  defendants 
acted  in  self-defense,  and  that  they  firmly  believed  their  actions  to  be 
within  the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  the  law." 

The  trial  revealed  details  of  the  lies  used  by  police  and  the  government 
to  justify  an  armed  assault  of  the  encampment.  One  internal  police  video 
made  public  during  the  trial  portrays  a sergeant  of  the  Royal  Canadian 
Mounted  Police,  Canada's  federal  police  force,  smiling  as  he  tells  his 


colleagues  during  a police  planning  meeting,  "We're  experts  at  smear 
campaigns . " 

In  imposing  the  sentences,  the  judge  fully  supported  the  scope  of  the 
police  operation. 

The  outcome  of  this  trial  is  a sharp  contrast  to  the  trial  stemming  from 
a similar  police  assault  the  same  summer  against  an  occupation  by  Native 
protesters  of  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  in  southwest  Ontario.  There,  on 
September  6,  Native  Indian  Dudley  George  was  shot  dead  by  the  Ontario 
Provincial  Police.  One  of  the  cops  was  found  guilty  of  manslaughter  this 
Duly  3 - but  he  will  not  spend  a day  in  jail.  He  was  sentenced  to  two 
years  of  "community  service." 

Internal  notes  of  proceedings  by  the  Ministry  of  the  Solicitor-General 
in  Ontario  were  recently  obtained  by  the  Canadian  Press  news  agency  and 
they  confirm  that  the  order  for  the  assault  came  from  the  office  of 
Ontario  Premier  Michael  Harris.  The  premier  wanted  protestors  "out  of  the 
park  - nothing  else,"  reported  wrote  one  ministry  official. 

Paul  Kouri  is  a member  of  the  United  Steelworkers  of  America  in 
Vancouver.  Roger  Annis  is  a member  of  the  International  Association  of 
Machinists,  also  in  Vancouver. 

To  get  an  introductory  12-week  subscription  to  the  Militant  in  the  U.S., 
send  $10  US  to:  The  Militant,  410  West  Street,  New  York,  NY  10014. 

For  subscription  rates  to  other  countries,  send  e-mail  to 
themilitant@igc.apc.org  or  write  to  the  above  address. 


The  Militant 

gopher : //gopher . igc .apc.org:/ll/pubs/militant 

"RE : Buffalo  Alert"  

Date:  Tue,  26  Aug  1997  20:44:44  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Buffalo  Alert 

UUCP  email 

In  the  1870' s,  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan  directed  a buffalo  slaughter  that  is 
marked  deeply  in  the  violent  history  of  this  country.  In  his  words:  "These 
men  (the  buffalo  hunters)  have  done  in  the  last  two  years,  and  will  do  in 
the  next  year,  more  to  settle  the  vexed  Indian  questions  than  the  entire 
regular  army  has  done  in  the  last  thirty  years.  They  are  destroying  the 
Indians  commissary;  and  it  is  well-known  fact  that  an  army  losing  its  base 
of  supplies  is  placed  at  a great  disadvantage. . .let  them  kill,  skin,  and 
sell  until  the  buffaloes  are  exterminated.  Then  your  prairies  can  be 
covered  with  speckled  cattle..." 

During  the  winter  of  1997,  they  did  just  that  again;  they  killed,  skinned, 
and  sold  over  1,000  buffalo.  Another  1,000  starved  to  death.  Although 
tribal  people  hold  a deep  respect  for  buffalo,  based  on  thousands  of  years 
of  interdependence,  and  are  now  asking  for  the  return  of  the  buffalo  to 
tribal  lands;  their  voice  has  not  been  heard  during  this  winter's 
slaughter. 

During  the  March  6th  National  Day  of  Prayer  for  the  Buffalo,  Doseph 
Chasing  Horse,  warned  that  "destruction  faces  us  all  if  we  do  not  stop 
abusing  the  things  that  the  Creator  has  made." 

Today,  Doseph  has  returned  to  Yellowstone  and  is  conducting  the  opening 
ceremony  for  the  Yellowstone  Council  of  Elders.  "The  shock  and  grief  has 
cut  across  tribal  lines.  This  is  a historic  event... the  gathering  of 
traditional  elders.  The  American  leaders  have  failed  us  all.  Now  it  is  time 
to  seriously  consider  the  voice  and  the  wisdom  of  our  elders  to  protect  the 
buffalo.  The  buffalo  is  essential  to  the  health  of  the  land  that  sustains 
us.  It's  that  simple.  Spiritually  and  ceremonially  the  Ta-tan-ka  (buffalo) 
is  a representative  of  the  sun  on  this  earth,  the  giver  of  life,  according 
to  ancient  winter  count.  The  birth  of  the  white  buffalo  calf  is  a sign  to 
the  world  that  if  they  listen  to  the  words  of  our  spiritual  prophets  the 


will  be  a great  time  of  peace  and  harmony  such  as  the  world  has  never 
known.  If  they  do  not  listen  to  these  words  then  destruction  and 
environmental  consequences  face  the  future  of  our  children." 

We  would  like  to  invite  the  media  to  the  press  conference  on  August  29th 
at  12:00  P.M.  The  location  is  8 miles  north  of  West  Yellowstone  out  on 
highway  287.  Between  mile  marker  14  and  15  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the 
highway.  If  you  have  any  questions  please  contact  Buffalo  Nations  at  P.0. 
Box  242  Gardiner,  Mt.  59030,  406-848-9867. 

Michael  S.  Mease 
PO  Box  7941 
Missoula  MT  59807 
406-728-0867  phone  & fax 
mease@wildrockies.org 

"RE : Voisey's  Bay  Protest  Update"  

Date:  Wed,  27  Aug  1997  11:30:17  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : Protest  Update  27  Aug  97 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

(Emish)  The  Labrador  Inuit  Association  successfully  obtained  an  injunction 
against  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company,  a subsidiary  of  Inco,  in  the 
Newfoundland  Court  of  Appeal.  The  court  ordered  the  company  to  stop 
construction  of  a road  and  airstrip  at  the  Voisey's  Bay  site  until  the 
court  has  heard  the  appeal  of  the  Innu  Nation/Labrador  Inuit  Association 
against  an  Newfoundland  Supreme  Court  ruling  which  allowed  the  company  to 
proceed.  The  appeal  is  expected  to  be  heard  in  early  September. 

Innu  Nation  Katie  Rich  welcomed  the  news  of  the  injunction  as  a small 
victory  for  Aboriginal  people.  However,  she  noted  that  the  road  and  the 
airstrip  are  just  one  small  part  of  a development  which  is  proceeding 
without  Innu  and  Inuit  consent: 

"When  we  last  protested  at  Voisey's  Bay,  two  and  a half  years  ago,  we  left 
the  site  before  we  had  reached  an  agreement  with  the  company  on  how  they 
could  proceed.  We  will  not  make  the  same  mistake  twice.  We  are  going  to  be 
here  until  the  company  responds  positively  to  our  offer  to  settle  an 
Impacts-Benefits  Agreement,  which  is  one  of  the  key  elements  of  Innu 
consent . " 

The  company  is  expected  to  respond  to  the  Innu  proposal  this  morning.  The 
Labrador  Inuit  Association  protestors  have  begun  to  dismantle  their  protest 
camp,  and  are  expected  to  move  out  today. 
\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/=\/= 
Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.innu.ca 

Innu  Nation 

P.O.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 

- — "RE:  Action  Alert:  Voisey's  Bay"  

Date:  Mon,  1 Sep  1997  18:12:13  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : Action  Alert  - Voisey's  Bay 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

The  following  is  an  action  alert  from  the  Voisey's  Bay  - Innu  Rights 
Coalition.  Please  copy  it  to  your  friends  and  supporters.  For  further 
information  on  any  of  the  issues  raised  here  please  contact: 

Voisey's  Bay  - Innu  Rights  Coalition 
#192  - 253  College  Street 
Toronto,  ON  M5T  1R5 
tel:  (416)  208-0667 
e-mail:  vbirc@tao.ca 


Action  Alert:  August  28,  1997 

Despite  constant  requests  from  Innu  nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit 
Association  not  to  proceed , The  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  (VBNC)  recently 
began  construction  of  roads  and  an  airstrip  on  unceded  Innu  and  Inuit  lands 
in  Labrador  to  pave  the  way  for  their  Voisey's  Bay  nickel  and  copper  mine 
development.  This  action  forced  the  Innu  and  Inuit  people  to  respond  by 
occupying  the  site  to  prevent  further  development.  On  Tuesday,  August  26, 
the  Newfoundland  courts  ordered  a halt  of  construction  until  an  appeal  to 
the  Supreme  Court  to  issue  an  injunction  against  construction  can  be  heard. 
That  appeal  will  be  heard  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

The  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  maintain  that  the 
construction  of  roads  and  an  airstrip  at  Voisey's  Bay  undermines  the 
single,  comprehensive  environmental  review  process  now  underway.  Even  if 
the  Courts  do  not  issue  an  injunction  against  construction,  VBNC  should 
respect  that  process  and  refrain  from  further  construction. 

Attached  is  a media  release  and  a background  sheet  outlining  the  issues 
involved.  Please  take  the  time  to  read  this  information,  and  then: 

Phone,  fax  or  write  to  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  and  ask  that  they 
stop  construction  of  the  roads  and  airstrip  until  their  effects  can  be 
assessed  as  part  of  a single,  comprehensive  review  process.  Tell  them  that 
regardless  of  the  outcome  of  the  appeal,  VBNC  must  respect  the  rights  of 
the  original  inhabitants  of  the  area,  the  Innu  and  the  Inuit  people. 

Send  calls,  faxes  and  letters  ASAP  to: 

Mr.  Rick  Gill,  Vice-President 
Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Co. 

Suite  700,  Baine  lohnston  Centre 
10  Fort  William  Place, 

St.  Holin' s,  NF  A1C  6K3 
tel:  (709)758-8888 
fax:  (709)758-8899 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  20  August  1997 
INNU  and  INUIT  STAGE  PROTEST  AT  VOISEY'S  BAY 

Davis  Inlet,  Labrador-  The  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  are  staging 
a joint  protest  action  at  Voisey's  Bay.  This  morning,  the  first  Inuit 
protesters  arrived  from  Nain  to  establish  a protest  camp.  More  than  250 
Innu  are  mobilizing  from  Davis  Inlet  and  Sheshatshiu  to  join  the  Inuit  at 
the  camp. 

"Development  at  the  site  has  gone  far  enough.  Inco  is  now  building  a road 
and  an  airstrip  without  Innu  and  Inuit  consent.  Without  our  consent  there 
will  be  no  project!",  stated  Katie  Rich,  President  of  the  Innu  Nation. 

Both  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  have  been 
negotiating  an  impact-benefit  agreement  with  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel 
Company,  a wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  Inco,  for  more  than  a year.  Talks 
between  the  company  and  the  aboriginal  groups  broke  down  early  this  week 
after  the  company  refused  to  halt  construction  work  on  the  project  until 
agreements  had  been  reached  and  a full  environmental  assessment  of  the 
project  completed. 

Rich  outlined  the  Innu  position  by  saying,  "Our  thinking  on  this  matter  is 
very  clear.  A project  of  this  nature  requires  proper  planning  and  a proper 
environmental  assessment.  It  also  requires  aboriginal  consent.  The  Innu 
cannot  give  approval  to  this  project  without  a land  rights  agreement  and  an 
Impact  Benefits  Agreement  in  place.  Inco  is  trying  to  proceed  without  any 
of  this . " 

Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  have  tried  every  available 

means  to  halt  the  company's  plans  to  build  a road  and  at  the  site, 

including  an  unsuccessful  court  action  in  the  Newfoundland  Supreme  Court. 

An  appeal  of  the  Supreme  Court  decision  will  be  heard  on  Monday,  August  25, 
but  many  Innu  fear  that  the  courts  have  already  failed  them.  "Each  day  they 
plow  further  ahead  with  the  construction  of  the  road,  and  by  the  time  we 

will  have  our  day  in  court,  the  road  and  the  airstrip  may  be  finished." 

Rich  expressed  her  hope  that  the  protest  would  remain  peaceful.  "This  is 


about  standing  oun  ground,  not  having  a stand  off.  The  company  has  never 
asked  for  our  permission  to  be  here,  or  asked  for  our  consent  for  the  mine. 
We  have  clearly  outlined  what  our  consent  requires  and  it  is  up  to  them  to 
respond  to  it.  We  have  lived  here  for  thousands  of  years  and  we  plan  to 
stay  here  for  thousands  more,  but  we  don't  want  to  be  living  in  the  mess 
they  will  make  here  by  rushing  ahead.  By  standing  together  with  the 
Labrador  Inuit  we  are  saying  to  Inco  and  to  Brian  Tobin  that  we  will  not  be 
bulldozed  over  on  our  own  land." 

For  more  information: 

Katie  Rich,  President 
tel:  709  478  8943 
www.web.net/~innu 

Media  inquiries  should  be  directed  to: 

Innu  Nation:  Larry  Innes  (709)  497-8398 
LIA:  Winston  White:  (709)  922-1021 


Update:  VB-IRC  position  and  Recent  Developments  at  Voisey's  Bay 

The  proposed  Voisey's  Bay  nickel  and  copper  mine  on  Innu  and  Inuit  lands 
in  Labrador  in  currently  undergoing  a comprehensive  assessment  of  its 
anticipated  environmental  and  socio-economic  impacts.  At  the  same  time, 
land  rights  negotiations  covering  the  entire  Voisey's  Bay  territory 
continue,  very  slowly,  between  the  provincial  and  federal  governments  and 
both  Aboriginal  groups.  But  while  both  the  environmental  review  process  and 
the  land  claims  negotiations  are  far  from  complete,  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel 
Company  (a  subsidiary  of  Inco)  has  sought  and  received  separate  provincial 
approval  to  build  a road  and  an  airstrip  at  the  Voisey's  Bay  site.  At  this 
time  (mid-August)  materials  and  machinery  have  already  landed;  buildings 
are  in  place;  and  four  kilometres  of  roadway  have  been  cut. 

The  following  is  a short  summary  of  events  which  preceded  this  development 
and  have  coloured  relations  between  all  parties  involved  at  Voisey's  Bay: 

On  Dune  6,  1997,  the  Voisey's  Bay  - Innu  Rights  Coalition  (VB-IRC)  wrote  to 
Kevin  Aylward,  then  Newfoundland  Minister  of  the  Environment,  asking  that 
he  reject  the  company's  application  to  build  this  road  and  airstrip.  As 
VB-IRC  argued  in  the  letter,  both  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit 
Association  had  fought  hard  to  ensure  that  there  be  one  single, 
comprehensive  environmental  review  of  the  Voisey's  Bay  project;  fragmenting 
the  project  undermines  this  approval  process  and  breaks  what  faith  and 
trust  had  been  built.  Furthermore,  the  assessment  process  they  succeeded  in 
establishing  (through  a Memorandum  of  Understanding  with  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments)  explicitly  includes  infrastructure  (ie.  roads  and 
airstrips) . 

Where  the  company  claims  this  road  and  airstrip  are  only  temporary,  and 
needed  as  "support  works"  for  "advanced  exploration,"  VB-IRC  believes  the 
company  is  misrepresenting  its  needs  and  making  an  arbitrary  distinction  in 
order  to  get  a jump  start  on  mine  construction.  Moreover,  VB-IRC  shares  the 
position  of  both  Aboriginal  groups  that  any  construction  in  this 
politically  and  ecologically  sensitive  region  should  be  permitted  only  with 
their  consent,  and  after  a complete  and  proper  environmental  assessment  has 
been  done,  thus  allowing  informed  decisions  to  be  made  about  how  - or  if  - 
the  project  should  proceed.  The  company,  on  the  other  hand,  is  pushing  hard 
to  keep  to  a schedule  that  appears  to  be  dictated  by  the  rush  to  recover 
Inco's  investment  of  $4.3  Billion  to  purchase  Diamond  Field  Resources' 
claim  to  the  vast  mineral  deposit  at  Voisey's  Bay. 

On  Dune  23,  1997,  Rick  Gill  at  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  (VBNC) 
replied  to  VB-IRC.  (The  VB-IRC  letter.  Gill's  reply,  and  a critical 
analysis  of  that  reply  are  available  from  VB-IRC.) 

On  Duly  8,  1997  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  went  to 
the  Newfoundland  Supreme  Court  in  St.  Dohn's  seeking  an  injunction  to 
prevent  the  Newfoundland  Minister  of  the  Environment  from  issuing  any 
permits  or  approvals  for  VBNC's  "exploration  support  works"  inf rastructure . 

On  Duly  18,  1997  the  court  ruled  against  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  Labrador 
Inuit  Association.  They  are  currently  appealing  the  ruling  to  the  Canadian 
Supreme  Court,  which  is  expected  to  set  a date  to  hear  the  appeal  some  time 
early  in  September. 


Where  do  the  Innu  and  the  Inuit  stand? 

"In  our  view,  the  court's  decision  does  not  relieve  the  company  of  its 
responsibilities  - or  release  them  from  the  commitments  that  they  have  made 
to  the  Innu  and  Inuit.  Whatever  the  court  has  determined,  the  company  can't 
claim  to  be  environmentally  responsible  when  it  is  trying  to  detour  around 
the  environmental  review  process  established  under  the  Memorandum  of 
Understanding.  To  proceed  with  the  inf rastructure  would  do  irreparable  harm 
to  the  MOU  process  and  to  any  hopes  of  building  a respectful  relationship 

with  the  Innu We  are  reviewing  all  of  our  options  now.  You  can  be  sure 

that  the  Innu  will  do  whatever  is  necessary  to  protect  our  rights."  - Katie 
Rich,  Innu  Nation  President,  Duly  18,  1997 

"Through  all  of  these  meetings,  LIA  has  made  it  clear  that  Inuit  do  not 
consent  to  the  activities  being  carried  out  by  VBNC  and  its  contractors  and 
that  no  major  development  is  to  take  place  without  Inuit  consent  prior  to 
the  settlement  of  Inuit  land  claims,  that  any  development  must  respect 
Inuit  rights,  culture  and  values  and  the  Inuit  way  of  life,  and  must  be 
environmentally  sound,  must  protect  the  quality  of  life  enjoyed  by  Inuit 
from  their  relationship  with  the  environment,  [must]  provide  significant 
benefits  to  Inuit  and  allow  for  a meaningful  participation  for  the  Inuit  in 
respect  of  the  project  development  and  operation.  And  that  LIA  is  concerned 
with  the  speed  at  which  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  is  pursuing  the  mineral 
development  at  Tasiujatsoak . " - Chesley  Andersen,  Labrador  Inuit 
Association  (LIA),  April  17,  1997 

We  encourage  you  to  write  to  VBNC,  and  to  the  Newfoundland  Minister  of  the 
Environment,  supporting  the  Innu  Nation  and  the  LIA.  Urge  the  government  to 
make  land  rights  settlements  with  both  the  Innu  and  the  Inuit  a priority. 
Remind  them  that  any  further  construction  seriously  threatens  relations 
with  the  Innu  and  the  Inuit.  Urge  the  company  to  respect  the  integrity  of 
the  ongoing  environmental  assessment  (EA)  as  set  out  in  the  Memorandum  of 
Understanding  (MOU) . Development  must  not  proceed  without  EA  approval  and 
Aboriginal  consent. 

Send  your  letters  to: 

Hon.  Oliver  Langdon 
Minister  of  the  Environment 
Confederation  Building 
PO  Box  8700 
St.  Dohn's,  NF 
A1B  4D6 

Please  send  copies  of  your  letters  to: 

Mr.  Rick  Gill,  Vice-President 
Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Co. 

Suite  700,  Baine  Dohnston  Ctr. 

10  Fort  William  Place 
St.  Dohn's,  NF 
A1C  1K4 

Innu  Nation 
PO  Box  119 

Sheshatshiu,  Labrador 
A0P  1M0 

phone: (709)497-8398 
fax:  (709)  497-8396 
e-mail:  innumine@web.net 

"RE:  Brentwood  Library  Site"  

Date:  Sat,  30  Aug  1997  14:08:25  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  ::::::  Fwd:  brentwood  library  site. 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 


FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  97-08-27  23:52:42  EDT 
From:  Mrninglri 

I just  spoke  with  Mike  Simms  from  the  TN  chapter  of  AIM  (if  TN  had  enough 
members  to  be  a chapter,  that  is)  and  he  found  out  today  that  the  library 
site  in  Brentwood,  Tennessee  has  moved  into  an  emergency  status.  There  have 
been  many  Native  American  graves  and  entire  villages  uncovered  during 
construction  of  the  library  parking  lot.  We  are  looking  at  finding  hundreds 
of  graves  before  this  is  through.  We  have  only  8-10  days  to  stop 
construction  of  this  site.  There  are  no  Cherokee  graves  or  villages  here. 

These  villages  were  here  before  the  Cherokee  came  to  this  area.  There  are 
Shawnee,  Sioux,  and  Chickasaw  included  in  this  site.  The  graves  have  as  much 
probability  of  being  Sioux  as  any  other  tribe.  There  is  a resolution  in 
effect  stating  that  the  Sioux  people  are  interested  in  unaffiliated  human 
remains  and  artifacts,  that  means  that  the  Sioux  can  come  in  and  make  a claim 
on  any  remains,  which  gives  us  some  breathing  room  as  far  as  stopping 
construction  on  this  site.  What  I need  for  everyone  to  do  is  to  write  a 
letter  to  the  Tennessee  Dept  of  Archaeology  and  demand  accountability  for 
these  remains  and  artifacts.  Twenty  bodies  and  12  homesites  have  already 
been  removed  by  archaeologist  Dan  Allen.  Order  them  to  cease  and  desist 
immediately.  Tell  them  that  you  have  an  interest  there  (in  that  we  do  not 

know  how  many  tribes  are  involved  in  this don't  say  that  part  tho)  and 

that  you  know  that  this  site  is  eligible  for  historic  registry.  I know  I 
left  out  many  people,  but  it's  late  and  I can't  think  of  everyone  so  if 
anyone  is  left  off  of  this  list,  please  forward  it  to  them.  Ask  all  natives 
to  write  letters  to  the  Tennessee  Dept,  of  Archaeology.  It  would  help  a lot 
if  you  could  get  the  leaders  of  your  individual  nations  to  write  as  well. 

Their  words  will  carry  a lot  of  weight  with  these  people  (using  word 
loosely).  After  10  days,  our  hands  will  be  tied  and  we  will  be  forced  to 
stand  by  and  watch  the  remains  be  removed  and  the  artifacts  "studied" 
(stolen).  One,  count  it,  ONE  artifact  that  was  found  in  Nashville  at 
Traveller's  Rest  a few  years  ago  was  sold  for  $35,000.  So  you  see  what  we 
are  dealing  with  here.  It  is  bullshit  and  has  to  stop.  But  we  cannot  do  it 
without  support  from  other  nations.  Qualla  and  Tahlequah  will  not  get 
involved  because  they  know  that  there  are  no  Cherokee  remains  there.  The 
national  chapter  of  AIM  has  been  asked  to  intervene,  but  they  have  yet  to  do 
anything.  I will  try  to  keep  everyone  posted  as  these  events  change,  but 
please,  if  you  do  forward  this  to  anyone,  send  me  their  names  so  I can  add 
them  to  this  mailing  list.  Flere  is  the  address  to  the  State  of  Tennessee, 

Dept  of  Environment  and  Conservation,  Division  of  Archaeology,  5013  Edmonson 
Pike,  Nashville,  TN  37211-5151  FAX  Number  615-741-7329.  You  can  also  send 
the  same  letter  to  the  Brentwood  Chamber  of  Commerce,  5211  Maryland  Way, 

Suite  1080,  Brentwood,  TN  37027  FAX  615-373-8010.  Thanks  yall,  Susan 

"RE : Brentwood  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  01  Sep  1997  11:21:13  -0400 
Sub j : They  want  MORE  in  Brentwood 
From:  Tall  Eagle 

UUCP  email 

This  was  in  the  Williamson  County  newspaper  today: 

IN  THE  CHANCERY  COURT  FOR  WILLIAMSON  COUNTY,  TN  AT  FRANKLIN  CITY  OF 
BRENTWOOD,  TN,  A MUNICIPAL  CORPORATION,  PETITIONER, 

VS. 

ALL  INTERESTED  PERSONS  HAVING  ANY  RIGHT  OR  EASEMENT  OR  OTHER  INTEREST,  RIGHT 
IN,  OR  INCIDENT  OR  APPURTENANT  TO  CERTAIN  ANCIENT  INDIAN  GRAVES  LOCATED  ON 
PROPERTY  IDENTIFIED  AS  TAX  MAP  29,  PARCEL  14,  TAX  ASSESSOR'S  OFFICE, 
WILLIAMSON  COUNTY,  TN  AND  CONVEYED  TO  THE  CITY  OF  BRENTWOOD,  TN  BY  DEED  OF 
RECORD  IN  DEED  BOOK  1282,  PAGE  234,  REGISTER'S  OFFICE  FOR  WILLIAMSON  COUNTY, 
TN,  DEFENDANTS  NO.  24863  FILED  8-11-97 


LEGAL  NOTICE 

PLEASE  TAKE  NOTICE  THAT  ONE  THE  6TH  DAY  OF  AUGUST,  1997,  A PETITION  BY  THE 
CITY  OF  BRENTWOOD,  TN  AGAINST  ALL  INTERESTED  PERSONS  HAVING  ANY  RIGHT  OR 
EASEMENT  OR  OTHER  INTEREST,  RIGHT  IN,  OR  INCIDENT  OR  APPURTENANT  TO  CERTAIN 
ANCIENT  INDIAN  GRAVES  LOCATED  ON  PROPERTY  IDENTIFIED  AS  TAX  MAP  29,  PARCEL 
14,  TAX  ASSESSOR'S  OFFICE,  WILLIAMSON  COUNTY,  TN  AND  CONVEYED  TO  THE  CITY  OF 
BRENTWOOD,  TN  BY  DEED  OF  RECORD  IN  DEED  BOOK  1282,  PAGE  324,  REGISTER'S 
OFFICE  FOR  WILLIAMSON  COUNTY,  TN  AT  FRANKLIN.  (DOCKET  NO.  24863)  PURSUANT  TO 
TENNESSEE  CODE  ANNOTATED  46-4-101  ET.  SEQ.,  THE  PETITION  SEEKS  : THE  REMOVAL 
OF  THE  HUMAN  REMAINS  ENDANGERED  BY  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  A PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
FACILITY  AND  RELATED  PARKING  AREAS,  SAID  REMAINS  BEING  BURIED  ON  THE  PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED  BELOW,  AND  THE  REINTERMENT  OF  SAID  REMAINS  IN  A SUITABLE  LOCATION; 
THE  TERMINATION  OF  THE  USE  OF  SAID  GRAVE  SITES  AS  BURIAL  GROUNDS;  AND  THE 
TERMINATION  OF  ALL  RIGHTS  AND  EASEMENTS  TO  USE  SAID  GRAVE  SITES  AS  BURIAL 
GROUND  AND  ALL  RIGHTS  AND  EASEMENTS  INCIDENT  OR  APPUTENANT  TO  SAID  TRACT  OF 
LAND  AS  A BURIAL  GROUND.  AS  AN  INTERESTED  PERSON  UNDER  THE  TERMS  AND 
PROVISIONS  OF  SAID  STATUTES,  YOU  MAY  HAVE  CERTAIN  RIGHTS  WHICH  WILL  BE 
AFFECTED  BY  THE  RELIEF  SOUGHT  BY  THE  PETITIONER  IN  THIS  CAUSE.  THE  PROPERTY 
ON  WHICH  THE  GRAVE  SITES  ARE  LOCATED  IS  AT  CONCORD  ROAD  (S.R.  253)  AND  KNOX 
VALLEY  DRIVE  AND  BRENTWOOD,  TN,  AND  IS  MORE  PARTICULARLY  DESCRIBED  IN  THE 
DOCUMENTS  FILED  WITH  THE  COURT  IN  THIS  CAUSE. 

YOU  MUST  PLEAD,  ANSWER,  OR  OTHERWISE  MAKE  AN  APPEARANCE  IN  THIS  CAUSE  AS 
PROVIDED  BY  LAW  ON  THE  FIRST  MONDAY  IN  OCTOBER,  NEXT,  THE  SAME  BEING  OCTOBER 
6,  1997,  AND  A RULE  DAY  OF  SAID  COURT  OR  JUDGEMENT  WILL  BE  TAKEN  AS  CONFESSED 
AGAINST  YOU  AND  THE  MATTER  PROCEEDED  WITH  AS  PROVIDED  BY  LAW. 

THIS  11TH  DAY  OF  AUGUST,  1997. 

JANICE  W JORDAN 
CLERK  AND  MASTER 
ROBERT  H JENNINGS 
SOLICITOR  FOR  PLAINTIFF 


"RE : STOP  the  Desecrations"  

Date:  Mon,  1 Sep  1997  18:06:58  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  GrayDeer@aol . com 

Sub j : S.O.A.R.  vows  to  stop  burial  desecration(FWD) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

This  was  given  to  me  by  Stan  Thomas  (Oodham@aol.com) 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

STOP  THE  DESECRATION  OF  OUR  ANCESTOR'S  GRAVES 

S.O.A.R.  - "Supporting  Our  Ancestor's  Rights" 

WE  CHOOSE  TO  DO  WHATEVER  IS  NECESSARY  TO  PROTECT  AND  PRESERVE  OUR  ANCESTOR'S 
GRAVES. 


This  is  an  open  letter  to  all  individuals  concerned  with  the  Desecration  of 
our  Ancestor's  Graves  and  Sacred  sites.  The  Tohono  O'odham  Nation  (formerly 
known  as  the  Papago  tribe)  has  approved  the  placement  of  a Casino  gaming 
development  at  a Hohokam  village  site  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
reservation  in  San  Xavier  District.  This  area,  known  as  the  Papago  Road  site, 
includes  many  Grave  sites  and  other  significant  items.  The  Hohokam  are  our 
ancestors  and  it  is  our  duty  and  obligation  to  FIGHT  against  disturbing  or 
destroying  anything  at  this  village  site.  It  is  in  DIRECT  violation  of  our 
religious  and  cultural  beliefs  to  allow  the  disturbance  or  destruction  of  any 
sacred  area  or  Grave  site.  This  issue  is  about  PROTECTING  and  PRESERVING  our 
Ancestor's  burials  and  allowing  them  to  Rest  in  Peace.  The  Casino  development 
CAN  and  WILL  be  moved  from  this  identified  site.  We  need  all  the  prayers, 
contributions,  and  any  other  support  that  can  be  provided  by  all  those 
concerned  individuals  that  want  to  say  "ENOUGH  IS  ENOUGH".  No  more  disturbing 
and  destroying  of  our  Ancestor's  graves.  No  more  disturbing  and  destroying  of 
our  Sacred  Sites  by  ANYONE,  including  tribal  governments,  tribal  officials, 
and  individual  tribal  members.  Tribal  organizations  throughout  Indian  Country 
have  spent  many  years  lobbying  the  U.S.  Congress  to  pass  laws  to  protect  our 
ancestor's  graves  and  burials,  to  protect  our  sacred  sites,  and  to  protect 


our  tribal  religious  beliefs.  The  choice  is  clear.  Protect  and  Preserve  our 
Ancestors  while  upholding  our  sacred  cultures  and  religions  OR  give  in  to  the 
Greed  and  Corruption  of  a morally  bankrupt  society.  Our  Elders  have  spoken 
out  against  it,  our  cultural  and  spiritual  people  have  spoken  out  against  it, 
NOW  it  is  time  for  all  those  people  who  follow  and  believe  in  our  Indian  way 
of  life  to  speak  out  against  it!!! 

To  make  your  voices  heard  to  those  involved,  the  following  is  a listing  of 
those  individuals  who  need  to  hear  your  PROTEST  in  whatever  form  you  choose, 
letter,  fax,  phone,  etc. 

Bruce  Babbitt 
Secretary  of  the  Interior 
1849  C.  Street,  NW 
Washington,  DC  20240 
(202)  208-7351 
email : 

Bruce_Babbitt@IOS . DOI . GOV 

Chairman  Austin  G.  Nunez  Assistant  Secretary  - Indian  Affairs 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  San  Xavier  District 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Any  and  all  prayers,  financial  contributions,  and  letters  of  support  are 
appreciated.  "Thank  You"  in  advance. 

The  following  is  our  contact  information: 

S.O.A.R. 
c/o  Stan  Thomas 
P.0.  Box  23102 
Tucson,  AZ  85734 
(520)  294-7511 
email:  Oodham@aol.com 

May  the  Blessings  of  our  CREATOR  be  with  you  and  your  families. 

"RE : Cherokee  Nation  Marshalls"  

Date:  Thu,  28  Aug  1997  16:11:30 
From:  Sun  at  Dawn  <AnpoWie@AOL.COM> 

Sub j : Cherokee  Nation  Marshalls 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  97-08-26  04:30:27  EDT 
From:  SbrWarrior 

-News  Release- 
Cherokee  Nation  Marshals 

News  Release 
August  23,  1997 

For  additional  information  contact, 

Pat  Ragsdale  918-683-5588  or 
Dim  Wilcoxen  918-683-6696 

Cherokee  Nation  Marshals  Endorse  Secretary  of  Interior  Bruce  Babbitt's 
"4  Point  Plan"  dated  August  22,  1997. 

The  original  reinstated  Cherokee  Marshals  obtained  a copy  of  the  above 
referenced  plan  discussed  in  Washington,  D.C.  last  Friday  August  22,  1997. 
Secretary  Babbitt  and  Attorney  General  Reno  both  participated  in  the 
discussion  which  Cherokee  Chief  Doe  Byrd  rejected  and  is  now  reconsidering 
according  to  press  reports  today. 

The  eleven  marshals  met  in  Muskogee  on  Sunday  and  agreed  to  the  following 
position  on  the  proposed  plan  with  the  understanding  as  stated  below. 

POINT  1.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

* The  Plan  provides  that  Chief  Byrd  will  reinstate  Marshal  Ragsdale  and  will 
provide  Ragsdale  with  back  pay  and  then  place  Ragsdale  on  administrative 
leave.  The  Marshals  said,  "Ragsdale  will  agree  to  a public  rehearing  before 
the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  at  Byrd's  request  even  though  the  matter  is 
already  judicially  settled.  This  will  allow  the  Cherokee  membership  and  the 


Chairman  Edward  Manuel 
Tohono  O'odham  Nation 
P.O.  Box  837 
Sells,  AZ  85634 

(520)  383-2028 
(520)  383-3379  Fax 


Chairman  Dennis  Ramon 
Tohono  O'odham  Nation 
P.O.  Box  837 
Sells,  AZ  85634 
(520)  383-2470 
(520)  383-2479  Fax 


interested  public  to  review  the  matter  and  decide  for  themselves  the  merits 
of  the  summary  dismissal  of  Ragsdale  on  February  25,  1997. 

* The  Plan  provides  that  (New)  Marshal  Iordan  will  rehire  the  original 
Cherokee  Marshals  and  pay  them  back  pay  and  work  under  his  supervision.  The 
Marshals  said,  "they  will  return  as  specified  in  the  plan  with  the 
understanding  they  will  also  be  placed  on  paid  administrative  leave  until 
the  issue  of  their  supervisor  is  finally  resolved.  It  would  be  inappropriate 
for  them  to  be  supervised  by  someone  who  has  violated  the  Court's  orders  in 
violation  of  the  Cherokee  Nation's  Criminal 

Code. " 

POINT  2.  JUDICIAL  BRANCH 

* The  Plan  provides  the  Capitol  Building  which  house  the  Court  to  be  opened 
on  August  21 , 1997.  The  Marshals  said,  "they  totally  agree;  this  would 
eliminate  the  requirement  of  any  new  court  orders." 

* The  Plan  provides  for  the  restoration  and  full  recognition  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Judicial  Appeal  Tribunal  (the  Supreme  Court).  The  Marshals  said,  "the 
return  of  the  Justices  to  their  offices  is  essential  before  or  at  the  same 
time  the  Marshals  return  to  duty." 

POINT  3.  MORATORIUM  ON  CERTAIN  LEGAL  ACTIONS 

The  Marshals  said,  "Prosecutor  Diane  Blalock  must  be  returned  to  duty  to 
initiate  the  moratorium  pursuant  to  established  court  rules.  Additionally, 
all  Court  and  Marshal  service  staff  namely,  Michelle  Torrix,  Administrative 
Assistant;  the  two  (2)  Court  Clerks,  Lisa  Fields  and  Gina  Waits  and  the 
Juvenile  Probation  Officer,  J.R.  Claphand  must  also  be  returned  to  full  duty 
with  back  pay. " 

POINT  4.  INVESTIGATION 

The  Marshals  said,  "They  whole-heartily  agree  that  the  United  States 
Department  of  Justice  expedite  its  investigation  of  numerous  allegations  of 
violation  of  federal  law  related  to  the  operations  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 
and  its  enterprises." 

The  Cherokee  Nation  MArshals  are  grateful  for  the  assistance  and  attempt 
to  facilitate  the  proposed  agreement  by  Secretary  of  Interior  Babbitt  and 
Attorney  General  Janet  Reno.  The  Marshals  also  acknowledge  the  valiant 
effort  of  former  United  States  Attorney  John  Raley  who  attempted  to  reach  a 
similar  accord. 


[The  Cherokee  Observer  obtained  the  following 
document  from  a source  in  Sequoyah  County.  It  is 
alleged  to  be  the  proposed  agreement  between  the 
Department  of  the  Interior's  Bruce  Babbitt  and 
Cherokee  Nation  Principal  Chief  Joe  Byrd.] 


Agreement  Proposed  by  Department  of  the  Interior's  Bruce  Babbitt 
to  Chief  Joe  Byrd 

WHEREAS:  The  undersigned  leaders  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  wish  to  restore 
confidence  in  the  Cherokee  Government  and  its  institutions;  and 
WHEREAS:  The  leaders  have  met  with  the  Secretary  of  the  interior  in  order  to 
put  aside  differences  that  have  undermined  public  confidence  in  the  Cherokee 
Government  and  its  institutions;  and 

WHEREAS:  The  upcoming  celebration  of  the  Cherokee  people  is  an  appropriate 
occasion  to  mark  the  beginning  of  a process  of  reconciliation  and  healing; 

IT  IS  HEREBY  AGREED  AS  FOLLOWS: 
xxxxxl.  Law  Enforcement 

xxxxxxxxx  Chief  Byrd  agrees  to  reinstate  former  Chief  Marshal  Ragsdale.  He 
will  provide  Mr.  Ragsdale  with  back  pay,  and  he  will  place  Mr.  Ragsdale  on 
administrative  leave,  with  full  rights  to  prosecute  an  appeal  of  his 
dismissal,  so  long  as  such  action  is  not  initiated  until  after  the 
finalization  of  the  Massad  Report.  Mr.  Jordan  shall  remain  as  Chief  Marshal, 
pending  the  issuance  of  the  Massad  Report.  Mr.  Jordan  shall  offer 
employment,  with  back  pay,  to  the  marshals  who  served  under  Mr.  Ragsdale, 
and  who  have  not  yet  been  rehired. 

xxxxxxxxx  The  undersigned  leaders  agree  to  request  that  the  BIA  undertake  an 
orderly  transition  of  law  enforcement  from  the  BIA  to  the  tribe  in  early 
September.  In  connection  with  this  transition,  it  is  understood  that  the  BIA 
will  undertake  a certification  process  for  tribal  marshals.  The  leaders  have 


received  assurances  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  he  will  cooperate 
in  making  this  transition. 
xxxxx2.  Judicial  Branch 
xxxxxxxxA.  Courthouse 

xxxxxxxxx  The  undersigned  leaders  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  recognize  that  the 
Courthouse  is  profoundly  important  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  for  historical  and 
constitutional  reasons.  In  view  of  the  courthouse's  importance  to  the  Nation, 
Chief  Byrd  has  agreed  to  reopen  the  courthouse  on  Wednesday,  August  27,  1997. 
xxxxxxxB.  The  Justices 

xxxxxxxxx  It  is  hoped  that  the  Massad  Commission  will  provide  its  conclusion 
regarding  the  legality  of  the  removal  of  the  Justices  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  the  Commission  concludes  that  no  action  of  the  Council  has  heretofore 
constitutionally  removed  the  justices  from  office,  then  Chief  Byrd  has 
agreed  that  he  will  permit  them  to  occupy  their  chambers  and  resume  their 
duties  immediately  upon  such  a finding.  Under  such  circumstances,  the 
undersigned  leaders  agree  that  the  justices  possess  and  may  exercise  the 
powers  accorded  the  Tribunal  under  the  Constitution  and  laws,  subject  to 
the  moratorium  discussed  below,  and  that  they  will  urge  all  other  members 
of  the  National  [sic]  to  act  in  accordance  with  that  conclusion.  The  Council 
will  retain  full  constitutional  authority  to  review  any  charges  against  any 
justice  and  to  act  thereon,  consistent  with  the  Constitution, 
xxxxxxxxx  If  the  Massad  Commission  concludes  that  the  Council  has 
constitutionally  removed  the  justices  from  office,  the  undersigned  leaders 
agree  that  the  justices  will  not  be  restored  to  their  chambers  and  the 
undersigned  leaders  agree  that  they  do  not  possess  and  may  not  exercise  the 
powers  accorded  the  Tribunal  under  the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  will  urge 
all  other  members  of  the  Nation  to  act  in  accordance  with  that  conclusion. 
xxxxx3.  Moratorium  on  Certain  Legal  Actions 

xxxxxxxxx  The  undersigned  leaders  agree  that  no  writs,  suits,  or  other 
actions  related  to  the  activities  that  have  caused  the  constitutional  crisis 
in  the  Cherokee  Nation  shall  be  initiated  until  the  Massad  Report  is  issued 
and  the  Council  takes  action  thereupon. 
xxxxx4.  Investigation 

xxxxxxxxx  The  Department  of  Justice  acknowledges  that  it  is  undertaking  an 
investigation  of  alleged  violations  of  federal  law.  Tribal  members  stress  the 
importance  of  bringing  this  investigation  to  an  expeditious  conclusion. 

SIGNED  ON  THIS  DATE  AUGUST  22,  1997: 

"RE : Cherokee  Monies"  

Date:  Tue,  02  Sep  1997  07:15:57  -0500 

From:  Marvin/Linda  Summerfield  <cwyob@galaxy .galstar .com> 

Sub j : Editorial-Cherokee  Monies 

http: //www. YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net/Cherokee/1997/08/o970829a . htm 

Editorial-Cherokee  Monies 
"The  Only  Independent  Cherokee  Newspaper" 
cwyob@mailhost . gal star . com 
Editorial-Cherokee  Monies 
For  Cherokee  People  or  Lawyers? 


The  majority  of  the  Cherokee  people  agree  that  the  lawyers  hired  by  the 
executive  and  legislative  branches  have  fueled  the  current  crisis  of 
our  people. 

The  Cherokee  Nation  is  made  of  the  people,  not  any  single  politician, 
individual  or  attorney,  but  the  people  as  a whole. 

It  is  the  will  of  the  people  that  Cherokee  Nation  finances  be  used  for 
the  people,  not  as  hired  guns  to  manipulate  the  money. 

Therefore,  it  is  requested  that  all  lawyers  hired  by  the  executive  or 
legislative  branch  be  let  go  and  be  informed  that  their  services  are 
no  longer  needed.  Specifically,  Tom  Seymour,  Harry  Chaffin  and 
Clifford  Wright.  These  lawyers  were  never  needed,  and  have  only 
wasted  valuable  Cherokee  Nation  resources  that  could  better  be  used 
on  education  or  health  needs. 


It  is  also  requested  that  Rex  Earl  Starr,  General  Counsel,  and  his  staff, 
resign  immediately,  or  be  terminated.  The  people  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 
can  only  assume  that  the  General  Counsel,  and  his  office,  have  given  the 
Chief  bad  advice  on  the  current  crisis.  If  the  assumption  is  true, 

Mr.  Starr  has  done  nothing  but  irreparably  harm  and  damage  the 
Cherokee  Nation.  Mr.  Starr  advised  the  Chief  to  take  over  the 
courthouse.  The  courthouse,  a symbol  of  the  Cherokee  people  and 
heritage,  belongs  to  the  people,  not  the  Chief,  General  Counsel  or 
anyone  else. 

Mr.  Starr  apparently  advised  the  Chief  and  District  Attorney  Dianne 
Barker-Harrold  that  the  cross-deputization  agreements  were  invalid. 
Thereafter,  Oklahoma  Attorney  General  Drew  Edmondson  issued  an 
opinion  declaring  the  cross-deputization  agreements  valid. 

The  General  Counsel  also  acted  imprudently  in  giving  the  apparent 
recommendation  to  destroy  the  judicial  branch  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Once  again,  this  was  very  poor  and  incorrect  advice  provided  by  Mr. 

Starr.  The  General  Counsel  also  put  the  Cherokee  Nation's 
sovereignty  and  the  sovereignty  of  all  Indian  nations  in  jeopardy  by 
advising  the  Chief  to  call  in  the  BIA  illegally  to  take  over  the  law 
enforcement  function  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Mr.  Starr,  and  his  office,  have  continually,  since  this  crisis  began, 
given  very  bad  advice.  He  has  embarrassed  the  Cherokee  Nation,  put  its 
sovereignty  in  jeopardy  and  damaged  the  reputation  of  the  Principal 
Chief.  Apparently  Mr.  Starr,  somewhere  along  the  way,  did  not 
realize  or  care  that  he  represents  the  Cherokee  Nation,  not  Doe  Byrd. 
Therefore  we  request  that  Rex  Earl  Starr,  General  Counsel  and  his 
staff,  resign,  or  be  terminated. 
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Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd  did  not  give  a State  of  the  Nation  address  at 
the  Cherokee  Courthouse  during  the  Cherokee  National  Holidays  this  year. 

In  fact,  he  did  not  even  ride  in  the  parade.  After  the  parade,  Cherokees 
gathered  at  the  Courthouse  to  celebrate  it's  return  to  the  people,  and 
attend  to  the  Open  House.  Several  speeches  were  given  on  the  State  of  the 
Nation  by  many  Cherokees.  Here  is  the  one  Dess  Byrant  gave: 


THE  TRUE  STATE 
OF  THE  CHEROKEE  NATION 
Speech  by  Dess  Bryant 
August  30,  1997 

First  of  all  let  me  say  this  about  the  Massad  report.  I'm  not  surprised 
at  the  findings  of  the  Commission,  about  the  Dustices.  This  is  what  we've 
been  saying  all  along.  After  all,  we  went  to  the  source,  the  writers  of 
our  Constitution,  not  the  white  attorneys  whose  sole  interest  is  the  money 
Doe  Byrd  gave  them.  We  went  to  the  community  leaders  whose  only  interest 
is  an  honest  government  based  on  law  by  the  written  Constitution  and  not 


self-serving  puppets  who  follow  Doe  Byrd's  orders  like  mindless  robots. 

Any  other  conclusion  would  only  be  in  twisted  minds  of  those  who  would 
trample  our  Constitution  for  their  own  benefit. 

Now  let  the  Dustices  go  back  to  work  and  restore  a government  by  the 
people  and  not  a government  by  a dictator.  Let  us  go  to  court  and  find 
Doe  innocent,  if  he  is,  or  guilty,  if  he  is.  Let  the  facts  speak  for 
themselves.  I'm  willing  to  abide  by  that  decision  if  Doe  is. 

As  far  as  the  state  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  is  concerned.  I'll  let  you 
decide  what  it  is  for  yourselves. 

We  have  a chief  of  staff  working  for  the  Chief,  that  has  an  outstanding 
warrant  for  his  arrest. 

We  have  a director  of  human  resources  working  for  the  Chief,  that  has  an 
outstanding  warrant  for  his  arrest. 

We  have  a Secretary/Treasurer  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  who  had  an  illegal 
secret  slush  fund  when  she  worked  for  the  Housing  Authority.  Do  you 
wonder  if  there  is  a secret  slush  fund  now  for  loe  Byrd?  This  is  the  same 
Secretary/Treasurer  that  I read  in  the  papers  the  other  day  is  under 
investigation  for  diverting  housing  authority  funds  for  her  personal  use. 
This  is  the  same  Secretary/Treasurer  that  has  120  days  from  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year  to  account  for  expenditures  of  the  previous  year,  and  now  in 
just  one  month,  we  start  the  1998  fiscal  year  and  we  still  can't  account 
for  what  was  spent  in  1996. 

We  have  council  members  loyal  to  loe  Byrd  that  approves  a budget  for 
1998  without  knowing  what  was  spent  in  1996. 

We  have  certain  council  members  who  have  their  council  wages  garnisheed 
for  irresponsibility  of  their  personal  finances  yet  think  they  can  handle 
Cherokee  Nation  money  and  think  they  should  be  on  the  board  of  our 
corporations . 

We  have  certain  council  members  and  former  council  members  who  think 
it's  okay  to  remodel  their  own  homes  first,  then  release  information  about 
funding  to  their  constituents,  but  make  sure  they  get  theirs  first. 

We  have  certain  council  members  who  will  argue  in  court  one  week  that  it 
takes  10  council  members  to  make  a quorum  and  then  turn  right  around  the 
next  week  and  argue  that  it  only  takes  a majority  of  members  present. 

We  have  certain  council  members  who  will  "impeach"  our  3 justices  in  a 
heartbeat  without  good  cause  but  will  do  nothing  about  a Chief  who  admits 
publicly  that  he  will  not  obey  any  laws  he  feels  are  illegal. 

We  have  certain  council  members  who  ignore  the  "will  of  the  people",  but 
choose  instead  to  follow  the  Chief  as  he  leads  them  down  the  trail  to  the 
ruin  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

We  have  certain  council  members  who  asked  the  BIA  to  come  to  the 
Cherokee  Nation  for  no  more  than  a promised  60  days.  That  was  over  four 
months  ago  and  they're  still  here. 

We  have  certain  council  members  who  ignore  the  advice  of  the  Dustices, 
writers  of  our  Constitution,  Cherokee  Elders,  and  other  tribal  members  but 
choose  to  listen  and  follow  the  bad  opinions  of  a white  attorney  whose 
only  interest  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  is  the  money.  To  the  tune  of  $124, 

000 . 00 

We  have  a Deputy  Chief  who  only  has  3 constitutionally  mandated  jobs. 

They  are: 

(1)  Preside  over  the  council  one  night  a month, 

(2)  Advise  the  Chief,  and 

(3)  Wait  for  the  Chief  to  die. 

Yet  he  has  to  have  a "Special  Assistant"  AND  a white  attorney  to  help  him 
do  that  at  a cost  of  untold  thousands  of  dollars  to  you  the  Cherokee 
People. 

We  have  a Deputy  Chief  who  admits  to  hitting  an  employee  with  his  purse 
and  assaulting  a female  employee. 

We  have  a Deputy  Chief  who  makes  $40,000  per  year  and  had  his  house 
remodeled  with  grants  while  we  have  Cherokee  families  in  rural  areas  with 
holes  in  their  roofs  and  no  indoor  plumbing. 

We  have  a Deputy  Chief  who  never  went  to  college  or  law  school  yet  calls 
himself  the  "Supreme  Dudge"  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  And  the  sad  part  of 
that  is,  that  he  actually  believes  it. 


We  have  a Chief  who  openly  admits  he  will  not  obey  any  law  he  feels  is 
illegal.  I wish  I had  that  option. 

We  have  a Chief  who  openly  admitted  in  a council  meeting  that  he  want  to 
be  able  to  fire  anyone  he  want  without  having  the  right  to  appeal.  In 
effect  taking  away  the  civil  rights  of  the  employees  of  Cherokee  Nation. 

We  have  a Chief  who  can't  provide  tribal  members  a free  attorney  to  help 
them  protect  their  lands  and  homes  but  will  provide  the  Democratic 
National  Committee  an  attorney  to  help  raise  money  for  the  Democrats.  He 
will  also  hire  over  25  attorneys,  mostly  non-Indian,  to  defend  his  illegal 
activities . 

We  have  a Chief  who  won't  speak  to  the  graduating  class  of  Sequoyah  High 
School,  but  will  speak  at  the  Democratic  National  Convention. 

We  have  a Chief  who  fires  the  marshals  for  doing  their  jobs  and  then 
asks  the  BIA  to  vacation  at  the  new  Holiday  Inn  in  Tahlequah  while  NOT 
enforcing  our  laws  or  carrying  out  orders  of  our  courts. 

We  have  a Chief  who  praised  the  Dustices  for  their  decision  to  allow  him 
to  be  Chief,  then  tires  to  have  them  impeached  when  they  make  decisions  he 
doesn't  like. 

We  have  a Chief  who  criticizes  the  marshals  for  carrying  out  a legal 
court  ordered  search  warrant  under  the  watchful  eye  of  his  own  attorney, 
and  as  he  likes  to  point  out,  the  media,  but  ignores  the  fact  that  his  own 
armed  security  guards  overpowered  the  real  marshals  in  a pre-dawn  raid  on 
the  courthouse,  led  by  the  BIA  and  supervised  by  two  fugitives  with 
outstanding  arrest  warrants. 

We  have  a Chief  who  boards  up  the  courthouse  under  the  pretense  of 
remodeling,  and  when  forced  to  open  it  up,  we  find  the  place  trashed, 
equipment  taken,  the  seal  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  broken  and  the  floors  had 
been  urinated  on.  These  people  are  not  interior  decorators.  But  then 
what  can  you  expect  when  Hoe's  security  guards  are  led  by  a skin-head  who 
has  a history  of  spousal  abuse  and  is  no  longer  allowed  by  law  to  carry  a 
weapon.  Ask  him  why  he  doesn't  carry  a gun. 

We  have  a Chief  whose  idea  of  economic  development  is  to  hire  over  25 
law  firms,  including  his  brother-in-law  and  pay  them  untold  hundreds  of 
thousands  if  not  millions  of  dollars. 

We  have  a Chief  whose  idea  of  economic  development  is  to  buy  a tug  boat 
so  the  Cherokee  Nation  can  have  a navy. 

I could  go  on  and  on,  but  I think  you  are  getting  the  picture  of  the 
true  state  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  This  is  what  we  have  to  contend  with. 
And  if  Mr.  Byrd  had  had  the  guts  to  face  you,  the  Cherokee  People,  he 
would  have  told  his  own  unique  version  of  the  state  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

I think  he  would  have  ignored  the  fact  that  we  have  a council  divided 
between  those  loyal  to  the  Cherokee  People  and  the  Constitution,  and  those 
loyal  to  Hoe  Byrd.  He  would  have  ignored  the  fact  that  we  no  longer  have 
a marshal  service  to  enforce  our  laws  but  have  the  Bla  to  enforce  Hoe's 
laws  and  forget  your  rights  and  the  Cherokee  Constitution.  He  would  have 
ignored  the  fact  that  he  should  follow  the  will  of  the  people  and  quit 
following  the  will  of  Rex  Earl  Starr  and  Lisa  Finley. 

What  can  you  do?  The  first  thing  is  to  write  to  President  Clinton  and 
tell  him  to  use  his  authority  to  remove  Hoe  Byrd  and  Garland  Eagle. 

Second,  sign  the  petitions  being  circulated  [also  available  on  Cherokee 
Observer  web  page]  to  have  Hoe,  Garland  and  the  eight  council  members 
removed  from  office. 

Third,  DO  NOT  take  it  for  granted  that  you  are  registered  to  vote.  Get 
registered  again,  and  get  registered  NOW!!  Don't  wait  until  1999.  Do  it 
today . 

Fourth,  get  your  family,  [Cherokee]  friends  and  neighbors  to  vote.  DO 
NOT  think  that  your  votes  won't  count.  DO  NOT  depend  on  others.  Get 
involved  yourself.  If  you  don't  do  it,  it  won't  get  done. 

Thank  you  all  very  much. 

Hess  Bryant 
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Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

First  of  all  I would  like  to  make  something  clear.  Many  people  have 
access  to  my  computer  and  email  and  I did  not  post  the  French  article 
in  Soc. Culture. Native.  I don't  read  or  write  French  I was  told  by  Nathalie 
that  some  points  have  been  altered  and  that  it  was  a personal  letter  to  a 
friend  in  Geneva  and  was  not  to  be  posted.  Much  of  the  letter  was  not 
received  by  the  Geneva  and  much  was  added  and  I feel  that  may  be 
inaccurate  by  some  of  the  names  I read  in  it. 


CALL  FOR  ACTION 

Kee  Watchman  called  me  last  week  and  said  that  an  emergency  was  taking 
place  at  Big  Mountain  and  that  he  wanted  me  to  come  and  to  bring  people 
with  me,  because  the  BIA  and  Flopi  Rangers  were  taking  and  counting 
livestock.  I Immediately  went  to  His  house  in  Cactus  Valley  with  Coyote 
of  the  Elders  Circle  and  Nathalie  from  Geneva.  Saturday  August  23  we 
attended  a meeting  with  the  families  of  the  Resistors  and  spoke  and 
listened  to  Kee  Shay  (Elder),  Pauline  White  singer  (Elder),  Catherine 
Smith  (Elder),  Rene  Fabbit  (Elder)  Bonnie  Whit  singer,  Tom  Bedoni,  John 
Benally  and  many  other  people  who  STILL  LIVE  ON  THE  LAND.  The  meeting 
was  chaired  by  Kee  Watchman. 

During  the  meeting  many  people  talked  about  how  the  BIA  confiscated 
their  cattle  and  they  had  to  pay  to  get  them  back  and  that  the  cattle 
were  thrown  around  like  dead  meat.  One  elder  said  that  she  had  lived 
alone  for  many  years  and  that  she  wanted  someone  to  stay  with  her  because 
she  was  very  scared.  They  described  a terror  campaign  conducted  by  the 
United  States  of  American  and  their  Agencies  (BIA)  (Hopi  Tribal  Council). 

I tape  recorded  the  meeting  and  have  played  it  on  numerous  radio 
stations  in  the  Bay  area. 

I don't  want  to  go  on  with  details  in  Policies  and  UN  work  and  such 
because  there  are  great  pieces  of  information  in  many  news  groups  and  web 
sites . 

I was  asked  during  the  meeting  to  bring  people  with  me  to  help  defend 
the  land  and  the  cattle.  I was  very  concerned  because  I have  been 
attacked  personally  and  I am  sure  that  I am  a victim  of  Co-Intel-  Pro, 
for  my  many  years  of  work  for  Leonard  Peltier  and  my  political  work.  I 
was  told,  "Bobby,  this  isn't  some  organization,  this  isn't  the 
Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  or  the  Dineh  Alliance,  this  is  us  the  people  who 
still  live  here  on  the  land.  We  won't  be  manipulated  by  some  Hierarchy  or 
Dictatorship,  and  there  are  many  people  and  groups  around  the  world  that 
have  tried  to  do  this  to  us.  This  is  us  We  are  asking  you  now,  you  keep 
that,  this  is  us  asking  you."  I felt  a heavy  responsibility  hearing  those 
words  and  I pray  that  many  people  will  come  to  the  Black  Mesa  Area  and 
truly  stand  with  the  last  traditional  indigenous  struggle  in  America. 

In  the  morning  I was  waken  up  by  a helicopter  and  got  my  boots  on  as 
fast  as  possible.  The  Helicopter  kept  going  but,  I felt  uneasy.  Kee 
Watchman  came  to  my  tent  and  told  me  that  they  were  pulling  up  cattle 
trucks  and  that  they  were  going  to  be  counting  sheep  at  Kee  Shay's. 

We  went  and  photographed  the  trucks  and  were  approached  by  a hopi  ranger. 
Seeing  that  we  had  a camera  and  were  asking  questions  had  him  pretty 
confused  and  uneasy.  He  took  down  our  license  plate  number  and  we  went 
back  to  Kee  Watchmans.  It  was  decided  that  We  had  to  get  back  as  soon  as 
possible  and  bring  as  many  people  as  possible.  If  any  body  truly  cares 
about  Indigenous  Peoples,  Human  Rights,  the  Environment  this  is  the  time 


to  act  for  these  People.  I will  be  doing  a workshop  for  civil 
disobedience  at  the  Earth  First  summit  this  weekend  in  the  Bay  Area  and 
we  are  relying  on  who  ever  reads  this  to  bring  help  to  Big  Mountain. 
(Black  Mesa  Area) . 

here  is  a memo  that  was  issued  on  August  07,  1997 
THE  HOPI  TRIBE 
August  07,1997 

TO  Navajo  Family  Permittees 

FROM  Robinson  Monani,  Director  Office  of  Range  Management 

SUBJECT  Livestock  Count  Schedule  1997 

Please  find  enclosed  a schedule  of  the  livestock  count  for  your 
respective  range  unit.  The  Hopi  Agency  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA) 
personnel  and  Hopi  Tribal  Staff  will  be  conducting  the  livestock  counts. 
Please  round  up  and  corral  your  livestock  on  the  dates  indicated  and  BIA 
and  Hopi  Personal  will  be  at  your  corrals  to  conduct  the  physical  count. 

It  is  requested  that  you  paint  brand  all  your  sheep  to  distinguish 
separate  ownership  prior  to  the  count.  Also,  please  have  your  horses 
and  cattle  corralled  to  have  them  counted. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation  and  assistance. 

File. 

then  there  is  an  attachment  and  it  designates  the  Range  unit  and 
example 

RANGE  UNIT  451/573 
Round  up-Wednesday, August  27th 
Count-Thursday,  August  28 
Range  Unit  572/571/569/570 
Round  up-August  28th 
Count-Friday,  August  29 

What  is  not  said  in  the  memo  that  after  the  count  the  rangers 
give  them  notice  to  relinquish  the  cattle  and  they  come  and 
confiscate  them  in  5 days. 

They  need  International  Observers,  NGO's  people  trained  in  civil 
disobedience.  Vehicles,  Radio  Equipment,  Camera  equipment  D 
and  AA  batteries.  Butane  tanks,  food  etc...  All  this  has  to  be  done 
now.  The  next  30  days  are  critical. 

The  DINEH  PEOPLE  WHO  ARE  STILL  ON  THE  LAND  ARE  GIVING  A CALL 
FOR  ACTION.  COME  AND  STAND  BESIDE  THEM  NOW! 

I will  be  returning  next  week  with  more  people  and  supplies  and 
more  people  are  on  their  way  now.  I know  for  a fact  that  there 
needs  to  be  more  people  because  it  is  such  a large  area.  During 
the  meeting  Coyote  of  the  Elders  Circle  said  "While  we  are  all 
here  in  the  meeting  there's  not  any  one  watching  their  sheep. 

They  could  have  heard  about  the  meeting  and  got  prepared  to 
move  in  while  nobody  is  watching".  The  cattle  and  sheep  is  their 
only  way  of  survival.  The  excuse  for  taking  the  sheep  is  because 
they  are  destroying  the  vegetation.  If  they  were  concerned  of 
the  vegetation  they  would  have  kicked  Peabody  off  the  land  not 
the  Traditional  Dineh  People. 

Bobby  Castillo 


You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list 
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From:  riwaasa@indiana.edu 

Sub  j : Gustafsen  Lake:  Two  Years  After 

-S. I .S. I. S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
August  25,  1997  Bulletin 

"The  allegations  of  police  and  government  wrong-doings  are  so  serious  that 
there  is  no  question  there  should  be  a public  inquiry  into  whether  or  not 
the  rule  of  law  was  respected." 

- Canadian  Forum  Magazine:  April  '97 

WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE:  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  NOW! 

Two  years  ago  the  governments  of  BC  and  Canada  were  mounting  the  largest 
paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian  history  against  a small  group  of 
Indigenous  and  non-native  resisters  occupying  sacred  unceded  Sundance  and 
burial  grounds  at  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake).  A massive  cover-up  has  thus 
far  kept  the  truth  from  public  view.  The  governments  have  resisted  all 
calls  for  a public  inquiry  with  international  supervision.  In  the 
interest  of  furthering  this  inquiry  call  - we  look  back. 

August  25,  1995  Gustafsen  Lake:  Two  Years  ago  today 

"Involvement  of  DND  (Department  of  National  Defence)  and  its  equipment  is 
to  be  decided  in  Ottawa  at  a PCO  (Privy  Council  Office)  meeting  with  the 
military...  With  approval, the  military  can  move  very  quickly." 

- RCMP  Assistant  Commissioner  Brown,  disclosed  notes 

"Call  from  Senator  Len  Marchand  - refers  to  group.  No  better  or  even 
similar  to  Branch  Davidians  (Waco)  Supports  show  of  force." 

- RCMP  Superintendent  Len  Olfert,  Commanding  Officer,  disclosed 

notes 

"As  far  as  we're  concerned,  they  are  nothing  more  than  a renegade  bunch 
of  thugs  doing  criminal  acts  with  weapons,  they  are  trespassing  and  making 
a mockery  of  the  very  foundations  of  Canadian  society" 

- RCMP  media  liaison  Officer  Peter  Montague,  cited  in  Tsilhqot'in 

National  Government  (TNG)  Summary  of  RCMP  & Press  Reports 

"[AFN  'Grand  Chief']  Mercredi  said  Thursday...  It's  very  clear  that  the 
RCMP  have  a plan  that  means  taking  over  the  site  with  force" 

- TNG  Summary 

"August  25th,  1995  1424  hrsj  Supt.  Olfert  called  on  a conference  call  with 
the  CO  and  myself.  Fie  was  advised  by  the  CO  that  the  military  have  agreed 
they  will  drive  the  vehicles  we  were  requesting.  This  came  from  Major 
General  Addy.  The  Attorney  General  [of  BC  Ujjal  Dosanjh]  will  write  to  the 
Solicitor  General  [then  Herb  Gray,  federal  minister]  and  request  use  of 
military  equipment  then  to  the  National  Defence  Minister  [then  David 
Collenette,  federal  minister]" 

- RCMP  Assistant  Commissioner  Brown,  disclosed  notes 

"August  25,  1995  1815  hrs;  We  have  been  advised  that  the  Premier  of  the 
Province  [BC's  then  NDP  Premier  Mike  Harcourt]  is  arriving  at  2000  hrs.  AG 
and  the  Premier  to  have  a conference.  The  Attorney-General  will  call  the 
CO  at  2200  hrs  tonight  with  his  decision  on  whether  they  accept  the  use  of 
military  equipment.  Once  the  letter  has  been  signed  we  would  send  it  to 
the  Solicitor  General  and  to  our  Headquarters  D/Commr.  Operations.  Once  we 
have  received  the  word  from  the  Premier  the  CO  is  to  call  Insp.  Guy  and  he 
will  ensure  that  the  letter  is  delivered  signed  and  sent  out  as  planned. 
Directed  Insp.  Guy  to  call  NOC  and  tell  the  duty  officer  to  advise 
D/Commr.  Beaulac  when  the  request  has  arrived." 

- RCMP  A/Commr.  Brown,  disclosed  notes 

"I  am  writing  to  request  your  assistance  in  obtaining  the  support  of  the 
Department  of  National  Defence  to  provide  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police  in  British  Columbia  with  the  following  equipment  and  services  as 
technical  support  to  a criminal  investigation  into  the  activities  of 
individuals  at  Gustafsen  Lake..." 

- letter  from  BC  AG  Dosanjh  to  Solicitor  General  of  Canada  Herb 

Gray,  disclosures 

"0829;  meet  CROPS  [Commr . Regional  Operations?]  office  for  conference  call 
with  Prov.  Gov't  - AG  office.  [RCMP  A/Commr]  Brown,  [RCMP  Inspector]  Guy, 
Self  [RCMP  A/Commr.  Murray  lohnston].  AG  [Ujjal  Dosanjh],  Evan  Lloyd,  Ann 


Kriston,  Dennis  Robertson,  Angus  Roberts  - Prov.  Aboriginal  Affairs, 
Stephen  Owens,  DAG  Justice,  Maureen  Maloney,  Ernie  Quants...  P [Province?] 
- Will  Mercredi  be  going  in  with  media?  Our  response  - don't  know.  P - are 
children  present?  Our  response  don't  know...  CO's  position  - Do  nothing  or 
go  ahead  - 'Go'". 

- RCMP  Assistant  Commissioner  Johnston,  disclosed  notes 


"The  political  terrorism  waged  against  Indigenous  Peoples  and  the 
manipulation  of  crisis  by  the  Canadian  authorities  continue  to  remain  as 
root  causes  of  the  conflict  which  erupted  at  Ts'Peten." 

- CONIC  letter  to  Mike  Harcourt 

"The  coverage  reminded  me  of  CNN's  handling  of  the  Gulf  War,  with  the 
reporters  locked  up  in  steady  contact  with  the  generals  and  the  military's 
spin  doctors...  the  rush  to  sweep  the  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash  affairs 
out  of  the  news...  shows  all  the  signs  of  a classic  cover-up. 

- Canadian  Dimension  Magazine  Dec. 95 

"It  raised  eyebrows,  prompted  demands  for  a public  inquiry  and  blackened 
the  image  of  Canada's  national  police  force..." 

- Gustafsen  Lake  Verdict,  The  Province,  May  21,  1997 
"There  will  be  inquiries  about  this  until  hell  freezes  over." 

- RCMP  Supt.  Len  Olfert,  Commanding  Officer,  Gustafsen  Lake 
Operation,  RCMP  "training  tape"  A5  17:02:00,  1995 

"...  There  may  be  an  inquiry..." 

- Judge  Bruce  Josephson,  Gustafsen  trial  judge,  transcript  1996 
To  sign  the  petition  demanding  an  inquiry  by  email,  send  a message  to 
sisis@envirolink.org  with  "petition"  in  the  subject  header  and  "I  support 
the  petition  for  a full  public  inquiry  into  the  events  surrounding  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  crisis,"  your  name,  and  your  city  of  residence  in  the  body 
of  the  message. 

— "RE:  Gustafsen:  RCMP  Notes"  

Date:  Sat,  30  Aug  1997  12:26:44  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : August  26th:  Gustafsen  2 years  ago 
Status:  RO 

-S. I .S. I. S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
Aug.  26,  1997  Bulletin 

PRIME  MINISTER  SIGNED  ORDER  TO  SEND  ARMED  FORCES  TO  GUSTAFSEN 
RCMP  NOTES  REVEAL  - "WE  HAVE  TO  GET  THE  MINISTERS  IN  LINE" 

"The  allegations  of  police  and  government  wrong-doings  are  so  serious  that 
there  is  no  question  there  should  be  a public  inquiry  into  whether  or  not 
the  rule  of  law  was  respected." 

- Canadian  Forum  Magazine:  April  '97. 

WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  : A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  NOW! 

Two  years  ago  the  governments  of  British  Columbia  and  Canada  were  mounting 
the  largest  paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian  history  against  a small 
group  of  Indigenous  and  non-native  resisters  occupying  sacred,  unceded 
Sundance  grounds  at  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake).  A massive  cover-up  has  thus 
far  kept  the  truth  from  public  view.  After  a corrupt  and  bizarre  kangaroo 
court  process  during  which  they  were  denied  their  counsel  of  choice,  an 
acknowledged  expert  in  international  and  constitutional  law.  Defenders  are 
being  held  as  political  prisoners.  World-wide,  supporters  have  called  for 
their  release  and  a full  public  inquiry  with  international  supervision.  In 
the  interest  of  furthering  this  inquiry  call  - we  look  back. 

August  26,  1995  : Gustafsen  Lake  - Two  Years  ago  today. 


Bruce  Clark,  LL.B.,  M.A.,  Ph.D.(Law) 
Barrister  & Solicitor 
BY  FAX  AND  BY  MAIL 
August  26,  1995 


Elizabeth  II 


c/o  The  Right  Honourable  Sir  Robert  Fellowes,  KCB,  KCVO 

Private  Secretary  to  Elizabeth  II 

Buckingham  Palace 

London,  UK 

SW1 

Your  Majesty: 

August  24th  I asked  the  Governor  General  to  perform  his  single  most 
important  constitutional  duty:  to  apprehend  the  crimes  in  progress  by  the 
Canadian  Ministers  of  State,  Dudges  and  Police  of  treason  and  fraud  against 
the  Canadian  constitution  and  genocide  against  the  traditionalist  sector  of 
the  aboriginal  peoples.  By  replying  on  the  25th  that  I should  apply  to  the 
alleged  criminals  themselves  for  relief  he  has,  knowingly,  elected  to  aid 
and  abet  the  said  crimes  in  progress.  The  salvation  of  the  Canadian  nation 
from  its  errant  political  and  juridical  leadership  is  now  up  to  you.  This 
is  constitutionally  appropriate.  Your  office  relative  to  this  country 
exists  for  no  higher,  more  rational,  more  just  or  justifiable  purpose. 
Please  delay  no  longer  in  performing  the  constitutional  duty  required  of 
you  by  my  clients'  petition  dated  January  3,  1995.  A handful  of  lives 
depends  upon  your  immediate  response  today,  more  in  the  years  to  follow.  On 
behalf  of  all  Canadians  I thank  you  for  your  unwavering  vigilance  for  and 
devotion  to  their  constitution. 

Sincerely, 

Bruce  Clark 
Enel . 

Copies:  The  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  General  of  Canada  Romeo  Leblanc 
The  Honourable  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada  lean  Chretien 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Chief  Justice  of  Canada  Antionio  Lamer 
The  Commissioner  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  P.  Murray 
Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  Staff  Sergeant  M.  P.  Sarich 


RCMP  NOTES  - AUGUST  26,  1995 

[information  in  squared  brackets  is  a S.I.S.I.S.  addition.] 

"Premier  [of  British  Columbia]  does  not  want  to  be  drawn  into  or  bound  by 
anything" 

"Prov  - concerned  about  post-event  news  release  - manage" 

"Apex  - Gov't  will  not  expropriate  - a 1036  Order  in  Council  request.  New 
Hazlelton  - going  for  injunction.  Prov.  advised.  - end  8:48  AM.  - 5 minutes 
later  Quantz  [BC  Attorney-General's  assistant]  wants  to  send  list  of 
question  for  our  written  response.  - told  to  send  by  Victoria  S/D  secure  fax. 

- questions  & responses  to  be  sent  with  request  from  AG  to  DND  [BC 
Attorney-General  to  Department  of  National  Defence] 

"CO  [Commanding  Officer]  got  Stephen  Owen  [deputy  A-G  BC]  on  speaker  phone 

- Maureen  Maloney  [ass't  deputy  A-G]  present.  Owen  - we  must  emphasize 
broad  public  safety  issue  - Owen  encouraged  A.G.  to  emphasize  porousness  of 
area  if  people  want  to  walk  in.  CO  outlined  the  plan  in  detail.  We  will 
consult  with  A.G 

before  we  move" 

"Mercredi  ['Grand  Chief',  Assembly  of  First  Nations]  stated  if  people  give 
up  weapons  the  police  will  kill  the  people.  CO  - Mercredi  only  has  one 
mandate  - convince  the  protesters  to  surrender.  Montague  [RCMP  media 
liaison]  must  clearly  state  this.  - tell  Montague  to  stop  using  word 
terrorist  and  use  the  term  criminals." 

"Len  [Olfert:  CO  at  Gustafsen  Lake]  - they  are  moving  their  perimeter 
closer.  No  problems  with  Armed  Forces.  - he  got  a call  from  a native 
advising  that  Mercredi  was  the  worst  person  to  attend  as  he  will  hinder 
the  process." 

[Notes  of  RCMP  A/Commr.  Murray  Johnston] 

August  26,  1995,  0725  hrs;  "Called  Insp.  Guy  for  an  update.  The  CO  had 
called  him  at  2200  hrs  last  night.  He  took  the  letter  to  the  Attorney 
General,  Mr.  Dosanjh,  and  had  it  signed  and  was  faxed  to  the  Solicitor 
General  at  Headquarters  along  with  our  Ops  Plan  at  0130  hrs.  our  time.  He 


does  not  have  any  new  information  this  AM  on  the  Mercredi  visit  or 
current  situation,  when  known  he  will  call  me" 

August  26,  1995,  0805  hrs;  "A/Commr.  0 Emond  called  stating  that  the 
meeting  was  very  positive.  The  Solicitor  General  [Herb  Gray]  is  now  trying 
to  contact  the  Defense  Minister,  if  everything  goes  well  we  could  get 
approval  by  the  end  of  the  day" 

August  26,  1995,  0830  hrs;  "[RCMP]  Insp.  Guy  advised  Supt  Olfert  had 
spoken  to  Mercredi  and  he  is  somewhat  optimistic  and  is  going  back  in  today 
to  have  further  discussions.  Olfert  gave  him  no  time  limit" 

August  26th,  1995,  0910  hrs;  Called  the  CO  and  reviewed  the  current  status 
at  Gustafsen  Lake.  He  wondered  it  the  military  would  start  moving  their 
stuff  early.  He  would  call  Major  General  Addy  and  see  what  they  might  do." 

August  26th,  1995,  1210  hrs;  Received  a call  from  A/Commr.  Emond.  Approval 
in  principle  has  been  reached  on  our  request.  Signature  of  both  members 
is  required.  Instructions  have  been  given  to  the  Department  of  National 
Defence  to  go  ahead.  Emond  called  me  to  call  Commander  Sherber  at 
[blacked  out]  He  wants  to  talk  about  the  timing  element  in  our  Ops  plan." 

August  26th,  1995,  1340  hrs;  "Insp.  Guy  advised  that  a reporter  had  been 
into  the  camp  and  they  developed  his  film,  which  gives  a good  layout  of 
the  camp  surroundings . Mercredi  is  finishing  a press  conference,  then  he 
is  going  back  in  to  talk  to  the  militants." 

August  26th,  1995,  1720  hrs;  "Insp.  Guy  advised  the  military  use  of  APCs 

(Bison  Armoured  Personnel  Carriers)  is  on  hold  by  the  Ministry  of 

Defence.  The  CO  is  advised  and  will  call  me  through  Major  General  Addy 
and  the  Acting  Commissioner.  Mercredi  is  still  in  the  camp  and  is 
attempting  to  get  them  to  turn  over  their  weapons.  If  that  does  not  work 
he  will  ask  those  who  want  to  walk  out  to  come  out  with  him.  There  is  some 
indication  that  there  are  some  people  coming  out,  but  there  is  no 
confirmation  of  that  fact." 

August  26th,  1995,  1818  hrs;  "CO  called  - he  had  talked  to  D/Commr. 

Beaulac.  They  cannot  find  the  Defence  Minister  therefore  the  signing  is 

stalled.  Herb  Gray  is  going  to  the  Prime  Minister  and  apparently  he  will 
sign  on  behalf  of  the  Defence  Minister  which  will  put  everything  on 
track.  Military  will  start  to  move  their  equipment  very  soon." 

[PRIME  MINISTERIAL  INVOLVEMENT!  ***  HELLO  CANADIAN  MEDIA!  HELLO  OPPOSITION!] 

August  26th,  1995,  1839  hrs;  "The  CO  advised  that  someone  had  called  the 
Attorney  General  and  asked  if  he  signed  a request  for  military  equipment 
for  the  Gustafsen  Lake  incident.  Apparently  this  leak  occurred  in  Eastern 
Canada  somewhere." 

August  26th,  1995,  1905  hrs;  "A/Commr.  Emond  discussed  the  press  leak  on 
the  A/G's  request  for  military.  He  will  follow-up  on  it  and  make  sure  our 
people  do  not  talk  about  it  at  NOC"  [National  Operations  Center?] 

August  26th,  1995,  2005  hrs;  "Stephen  Owen  called  and  I updated  him  on  the 
events  over  the  past  two  hours." 

August  26th,  1995,  2130  hrs;  "Insp.  Guy  advised  Mercredi  is  out.  Militants 
are  in  a bad  mood.  Mercredi  will  contact  Ron  Irwin,  the  federal 
Aboriginal  [then  Minister  of  Indian  Affairs]  and  Dohn  Cashore  from  the 
Provincial  Aboriginal  Ministry  [John  Cashore  is  the  Minister].  Mercredi 
is  going  to  pursue  the  political  route.  Hopefully  all  political  people 
will  speak  with  the  same  position.  We  have  to  get  the  Ministers  in  line 
to  ensure  that  they  have  the  proper  perspective.  Mercredi  has  revealed 
what  his  stand  is.  He  will  try  to  buy  more  time."  [***  NOTE  THE  REFERENCE 
TO  GETTING  ALL  MINISTERS  IN  LINE] 

August  26th,  1995,  2140  hrs;  "Stephen  Owen  called  and  I briefed  him  on 
Mercredi  feedback.  He  will  advise  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Premier  to 
ensure  that  politically  they  are  in  line." 

[***  ATTN  ***  Notes  A/Commr  Brown  File#  95KL  -334  95E  -6812] 


The  RCMP  has  "cut  the  phone  line  to  the  camp  so  that  they  can't  be 
further  influenced  by  their  lawyer,  Bruce  Clark,  which  is  a problem" 

Vancouver  Sun 


S.I.S.I.S.  NOTE:  The  materials  contained  in  this  posting  are  unauthorized, 
ultra-sensitive  and  involve  the  highest  levels  of  the  state  apparatus  of 
Canada  and  the  Province  of  British  Columbia.  The  studied  silence  of 


mainstream  corporate  media  and  other  supposed  "opposition"  and  nominal 
"checks  and  balances"  demonstrates  the  extent  of  the  system's  corruption. 
Clearly  indigenous  traditionalists  are  correct  in  their  contention  that 
domestic  remedies  are  precluded.  International  pressure  and  monitoring  will 
be  necessary  to  bring  positive  change  to  a deeply  entrenched  and  perfected 
internal  colonization.  S.I.S.I.S  is  deeply  appreciative  of  your  continuing 
attention,  vigilance  and  support. 

<<==>Free  Wolverine<<==>>Free  the  Ts'Peten  Defenders<<==>> 

+++Demand  Public  Inquiries  into  Gustafsen  and  Stoney  Point+++ 

To  sign  the  petition  demanding  an  inquiry  by  email,  send  a message  to 
sisis@envirolink.org  with  "petition"  in  the  subject  header  and  "I  support 
the  petition  for  a full  public  inquiry  into  the  events  surrounding  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  crisis,"  your  name,  and  your  city  of  residence  in  the  body 
of  the  message. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : School  Program  Threatened"  

Date:  Fri,  29  Aug  1997  20:28:09  -0700 

From:  "Chris  Milda  (_Akimel  O'odham_)"  <cmilda@GOODNET.COM> 

Sub j : "Charter  school  setup  proves  positive,  state  wants  to  take  it  away" 
FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  


_Gila  River  Indian  News._  Gila  River  Indian  Community  (ARIZONA). 
25  Duly  1997.  p.  11. 


"Charter  school  setup  proves  positive,  state  wants  to  take  it  away." 

When  Gila  Crossing  and  Blackwater  Community  Schools  gained  state  charter 
status  last  year,  their  funding  nearly  doubled.  Now  the  state  is  about  to 
take  the  windfall  away. 

Both  Gila  Crossing  and  Blackwater  increased  their  per  pupil  funding  this 
past  school  year  by  nearly  $3,000,  thanks  to  the  state  funding  they 
qualified  for  as  charter  schools.  That  money  was  added  to  the  federal 
funding  they  were  already  receiving. 

Funding  at  Blackwater  Community  School  increased  from  about  $2,900  per 
pupil  to  about  $5,500  and  funding  at  Gila  Crossing  increased  a similar 
amount . 

While  the  funding  increase  was  dramatic,  tribal  officials  noted  it 
simply  put  the  schools  on  a more  equal  level  with  other  Phoenix  area 
schools.  Blackwater  principal  Do  Lewis  said  schools  in  districts 
surrounding  the  Gila  River  Indian  Community  have  funding  that  ranges  from 
$8,000  to  $14,000  per  pupil. 

But  during  the  last  legislative  session,  state  representatives  passed  a 
bill  requiring  Indian  charter  schools  to  subtract  the  amount  they  receive 
in  federal  funding  of  state  funding  they  would  have  received,  beginning  in 
the  1996-97  school  year.  Those  pushing  for  the  bill  said  Indian  charter 
schools  were  double  dipping  by  receiving  both  state  and  federal  funding. 

For  Gila  Crossing  and  Blackwater  the  new  legislation  will  virtually 
eliminate  the  funding  gains  won  through  charter  status,  Lewis  said. 
Blackwater  will  be  back  to  approximately  $3,200  in  funding  for  each  student, 
or  only  about  $300  ahead  of  where  it  was  before  charter  status,  she  said. 

"We  finally  got  to  the  point  where  we  could  provide  equal  access  for  our 
students  and  now  we're  back  to  square  one--  making  do  with  less,"  Lewis 
said . 

Thankfully,  the  school's  board  built  the  potential  of  losing  state 
funding  into  its  planning  by  only  allowing  administrators  to  use  the  state 


funding  for  equipment  and  to  improve  facilities--  "things  they  didn't 
want  to  use  the  money  for  new  programs  and  to  hire  new  staff  and  then  have 
to  eliminate  the  programs  and  lay  off  staff  of  the  state  withdrew  its 
funding. 

In  addition  to  Blackwater  and  Gila  Crossing,  six  other  tribal  charter 
schools  will  be  affected  by  the  legislation.  The  schools  have  joined 
together  in  the  Native  American  Grant  Schools  Association  to  fight  the 
measure,  Lewis  said. 

The  association  has  alleged  discrimination  against  Indian  charter 
schools  and  filed  a complaint  with  the  Justice  Department's  Office  of 
Civil  Rights,  Lewis  said.  The  federal  government  has  agreed  to 
investigate  the  case,  she  said.  Lewis  said  the  battle  to  keep  state 
funding  could  also  end  up  in  court  or  may  go  through  a federal  arbitration 
process . 

In  addition,  the  organization  is  also  asking  Congress  to  pass 
legislation  protecting  the  federal  Indian  School  Equalization  Program 
(ISEP)  funds  it  receives  from  being  deducted  from  state  funds.  It  is  the 
same  protection  public  school  districts  are  already  afforded  when  it  comes 
to  federal  Impact  Aid  and  Johnson  O'Malley  (JOM)  funds  they  receive,  Lewis 
noted.  Similar  status  wasn't  given  to  ISEP  funds  in  previous  legislation 
because  before  BIA  schools  were  able  to  seek  charter  status  it  was  never 
an  issue,  she  said. 

Before  charter  school  status,  both  Blackwater  and  Gila  Crossing  relied 
on  just  ISEP  funding  and  whatever  grants  or  donations  they  could  find.  As 
charter  schools  and  BIA  grant  schools,  they  continue  to  receive  ISEP  funds, 
along  with  state  funding.  But  they  aren't  eligible  for  federal  Impact  Aid 
or  JOM  funds  as  are  public  schools. 

The  constant  threat  of  reductions  in  state  funding  "makes  it  very 
difficult  to  do  long-term  planning,"  Lewis  said. 

Arizona  charter  school  legislation  was  passed  in  1994.  A charter  school 
is  a public  school  created  under  a contract,  or  charter.  School 
organizers  may  be  individuals,  teachers,  or  public  or  private  schools. 

[missing  text]  meant  to  free  schools  from  district  and  state  regulations 
that  might  inhibit  innovation.  But  the  legislation  also  left  the  door 
open  for  BIA  grant  schools,  which  are  independent  organizations,  to  seek 
charter  status  to  gain  state  funding. 

While  some  Indian  education  leaders  applauded  the  legislation  as  a way  to 
put  Indian  schools  on  a level  playing  field,  and  some  BIA  schools  seized 
the  opportunity.  Gov.  Fife  Symington  took  a strong  stand  against  bureau 
schools  seeking  charter  status  and  pushed  for  a change  in  the  law. 

The  state  soon  blocked  Indian  schools  from  applying  for  charter  status. 
But  schools,  such  as  Blackwater  and  Gila  Crossing,  which  had  already 
applied  and  won  the  status  were  allowed  to  remain  charter  schools  for  two 
years . 

To  seek  charter  school  status,  Blackwater  and  Gila  Crossing  Community 
Schools  formed  an  umbrella  organization,  a corporation  known  as  the  Akimel 
O'odham  Pee  Posh  Charter  School.  The  charter  school  board  is  made  up  of 
the  five-member  board  of  each  individual  school. 

- — "RE:  Quebec  Secession  Case"  

Date:  Sat,  30  Aug  1997  12:36:42  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : 25506  Quebec  Secession  Case:  SCC  sets  dates 

-S. I .S. I. S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
Friday,  August  29  1997  S.I.S.I.S  Bulletin 

Canada's  Supreme  Court  to  hear  Quebec  Secession  case  & Mi'gmaq  Challenge 

Canadian  Press  reported  today  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  has 
tentatively  set  aside  three  days  to  deal  with  the  legal  issues 
surrounding  Quebec  separation.  "A  draft  copy  of  the  court's  fall  agenda 
lists  Dec.  8,  9,  and  10  to  hear  a "reference  concerning  unilateral 
secession  of  Quebec  from  Canada.  The  exact  dates  for  the  case  won't  be 
determined  until  a Sept. 18  hearing  with  Chief  Justice  Antonio  Lamer  and 


the  parties  involved/'  says  the  article. 

Unmentioned  once  again  in  the  flurry  of  political  debate  on  the  issue 
and  the  upcoming  court  case  is  the  Mi'gmaq  intervention  to  be  argued  by 
native  rights  lawyer  Dr.  Bruce  Clark.  As  intervenor,  the  Mi'gmaq  position 
was  briefly  encapsulated  for  the  court  in  a hearing  January  17,  1997: 

"My  client's  allegation  is  that  the  assumption  of  jurisdiction  is 
extra-territorial,  treasonable,  fraudulent  and  arguably  genocidal.  That 
brings  us  to  the  sort  of  outer  shell  of  the  onion.  What  really  my  clients 
propose  to  do  is  to  take  off  that  shell  and  to  look  underneath  at  the 
constitutional  law,  the  international  law,  but  more  profoundly  the 
natural  law,  which  to  some  extent  is  the  province  of  traditional  native 
culture  in  any  event... what  the  traditional  native  governments  will  do  is 
attempt  to  advise,  assist  the  Court  with  the  natural  law  that  underlies 
the  constitutional  law  and  the  international  law." 

The  Canadian  government  has  asked  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  to  hold  the 
hearing  and  rule  on  three  questions: 

- Can  Quebec  unilaterally  declare  independence  under  domestic  law? 

- Does  International  law  give  the  province  a right  to  secede? 

- If  domestic  and  international  law  conflict,  which  takes  precedence? 

Quebec  is  made  up  of  indigenous  traditional  territories.  The  Mi'gmaq  are 
one  of  the  nations  asserting  jurisdiction  over  lands  claimed  by  Quebec 
and  Canada.  The  Quebec  government  is  boycotting  the  Supreme  Court  case. 

"The  decision  not  to  be  present  at  the  Supreme  Court,  that  remains 
unchanged,"  Intergovernmental  Affairs  Minister  Jacques  Brassard  said 
Thursday  in  Quebec  City.  According  to  an  earlier  report  prepared  for  the 
Quebec  government  by  a legal  adviser.  Indigenous  nations  could  chose 
their  own  sovereignty,  to  go  with  a new  Quebec,  or  to  remain  in  Canada. 

BC's  NDP  government  protested  when  the  then  federal  Minister  of  Indian 
Affairs  Ron  Irwin  made  similar  statements  questioning  the  provincial 
control  of  Indian  lands.  The  Canadian  courts  have  thus  far  been  unwilling 
to  squarely  face  the  issue  of  indigenous  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty. 

How  the  Court  will  deal  with  fundamental  issues  it  has  thus  far  attempted 
to  avoid  will  be  awaited  with  great  interest  by  many. 

<<--<<  SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ISSUE  --  CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM  >>->> 

<<-<<  DECOLONIZE  NOW!  >>->> 

Dr.  Bruce  Clark,  LL.B.,  M.A.,  Ph.D.  (Law) 

Box  140,  39  Murray  Road,  Robinsonville , New  Brunswick,  Canada  EOK  1E0 

Fax  (506)  753-7315 

S.I.S.I.S.  Clark/legal  archives: 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/main . html 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada: 

http : //www. droit . umont real . ca /doc/esc -sc c/en/ index. html 
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"RE : investors  Beware  of  BC"  

Date:  Tue,  26  Aug  1997  23:52:18  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Rachel  <riwaasa@indiana . edu> 

Sub j : International  Investors  Beware  of  BC:  No  Treaties  = No  Jurisdiction 

-S. I .S. I. S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:- 
Aug.  26,  1997  Bulletin 


BC'S  NDP  PREMIER  WELCOMES  ASIAN  INVESTORS  TO  INVADE  INDIGENOUS  LANDS 


BC  papers  are  running  paid  government  advertisements  welcoming  "on  behalf 
of  all  British  Columbians"  the  approximately  1100  delegates  to  the  4th 
Annual  World  Chinese  Entrepreneurs  Convention  being  held  August  25  - 28 
at  the  Vancouver  Trade  and  Convention  Center. 

The  ads  invite  the  entrepreneurs  "to  explore,  first  hand  the  wealth  of 
opportunities  which  British  Columbia  offers  to  international  investors  and 
trading  partners."  Increasingly  the  governments  of  BC  and  Canada  are 
courting  Asia-Pacific  big  business,  multinational  investment  and 
globalization.  BC's  University  of  Victoria  recently  revealed  plans  to 
award  an  honourary  degree  to  the  President  of  China.  Vancouver  will  also 
be  the  site  of  an  Asia  Pacific  Economic  Cooperation  Leaders  Summit 
November  25  - 28. 

Vancouver's  'Afternoon  Show'  on  CBC  Radio,  today  interviewed  Milton  Wong, 
a conference  organizer.  "China  has  a lot  of  people,  Canada  has  a lot  of 
land,  why  don't  we  shake  hands  and  do  business  together.  There  are  250,000 
Chinese  here... they  want  to  use  their  connections  to  help  build  Canada," 
said  Wong. 

Exactly  two  years  ago,  BC  watched  as  Shuswap  traditionalists  held  off  the 
largest  paramilitary  force  in  Canadian  history,  which  illegally  invaded 
their  unceded  sovereign  territories  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  Two  years  ago 
Shuswap  elder  Wolverine,  now  being  held  as  a political  prisoner  by  the  BC 
authorities,  reaffirmed  the  resolve  of  indigenous  resisters  to  defend 
their  lands. 

"The  Canadian  government  has  no  jurisdiction  over  this  land.  These  are 
just  a bunch  of  politicians  who  respond  to  multi-national  corporations . 

The  international  community  is  watching  them." 

International  investors  should  draw  the  appropriate  conclusions  and  know 
that  indigenous  sovereign  rights  must  be  respected.  Resource  exploitation 
and  other  economic  ventures  occurring  in  the  absence  of  consent  will 
increasingly  result  in  vigorous  indigenous  and  popular  resistance. 

On  April  8,  1997  in  a Vancouver  Sun  article  "Land  Claims  make  investors 
wary,  BC  told,"  AWCEC  organizer  and  businessman  Milton  Wong  seemed  to 
appreciate  this.  He  was  responded  to  by  Dr.  Bruce  Clark,  one  of  the 
leading  authorities  on  the  constitutional  and  international  law  concerning 
Indigenous  jurisdiction,  sovereignty  and  the  dubious  BC  Treaty  Process. 

S.I.S.I.S  suggests  that  international  business  interests  may  wish  to 
consider  the  advice  contained  as  well  as  the  possible  consequences  of 
ignoring  it: 

The  Editor 

Vancouver  Sun 

2250  Granville  Street 

Vancouver,  BC  V6H  3G2  April  9,  1997 

Dear  Sir: 

In  stating  that  Indian  land  claims  settlements  will  improve  the 
business  climate  in  the  province  by  ending  political  instability  and 
economic  uncertainty,  Mr.  Milton  Wong  not  only  gave  the  legislative 
committee  good  business  advice  but,  in  addition,  rendered  sound  legal  and 
moral  advice.  As  a world  leader  in  international  finance  the  Hong  Kong 
Bank,  to  which  Mr.  Wong  recently  relinquished  control  of  M.  K.  Wong 
Associates,  presumably  appreciates  well  the  intimate  connection  between 
fundamental  human  rights  under  the  rule  of  law  on  the  one  hand,  and 
economic  stability  on  the  other.  Injustice  makes  for  an  unstable  society, 
precisely  because  injustice  is  profoundly  offensive  to  the  human  condition 
and  will,  inevitably,  be  opposed. 

From  this  perspective  the  absence  of  Indian  Treaties  in  British 
Columbia  is  no  less  a barometer  of  the  potentially  disruptive  influence  of 
injustice,  as  are  Tibet  and  Tiananmen  Square  and  potentially  Hong  Kong 
relative  to  China.  When  any  great  power  derogates  from  human  rights  at 
home,  all  interests  are  prejudiced  in  our  increasingly  interdependent 
world . 

Mr.  Wong  is  quoted  as  having  stated  "For  this  reason  and  others,  I 
believe  a fairly  and  honourably  negotiated  Nisga'a  treaty  would  send  an 
important  economic  message  to  boardrooms  around  the  world."  Lamentably  the 


fact  is  that  under  present  circumstances  there  is  no  possibility  of  any 
treaty  "fairly  and  honourably"  being  negotiated  in  British  Columbia.  The 
reason  is  that  the  legal  establishment  of  this  province  treasonably, 
fraudulently  and  genocidally  has  not  only  already  stolen  the  land  in  the 
absence  of  legally  enabling  treaties,  but  has  jettisoned  the  rule  of  law 
itself  in  an  endeavour  to  cover  up  the  crime. 

From  the  rule  of  law  perspective  the  solution  is  third-party 
adjudication  in  the  international  arena  - relative  to  impasses  reached  in 
the  treaty  negotiation  process  going  on  between  natives  and  newcomers. 

Only  by  this  device  can  the  rule  of  law  be  rehabilitated  in  British 
Columbia.  Until  then,  any  treaty  that  may  be  signed  inevitably  will  remain 
vulnerable  to  being  set  aside  at  a later  date  on  the  ground  of  the  fraud, 
duress  and  undue  influence  which  which  has  resulted  from  the  newcomers' 
theft  of  land  and  their  courts'  corresponding  usurpation  of  jurisdiction. 

Third  party  adjudication  was  adopted  as  a matter  of  existing 
international  and  constitutional  law  in  1704,  and  the  adoption  was 
confirmed  for  legal  purposes  in  1773,  1867,  and  1982.  Still,  the  courts 
for  British  Columbia  refuse  to  address  this  law,  and  in  virtue  of  their 
stonewalling  do  negate  the  rule  of  law. 

Foreign  business  interests  that  inform  themselves  on  this  issue 
perform  a beneficial  service  for  British  Columbia  and  Canada,  just  as  do 
British  Columbia  and  Canada  perform  a service  for  China  by  monitoring 
injustice  in  China.  The  rule  of  law  is  our  common  heritage,  and  the 
measure  of  our  legacy  in  moral  no  less  than  economic  terms  will  be  taken 
by  the  respect  both  countries  pay  to  the  rule  of  law  in  the  human  rights 
context . 

Sincerely, 

Bruce  Clark 


Respect  Indigenous  Sovereignty:  No  "Business  as  Usual"  on  unceded  land 
Milton  K Wong 

4th  Annual  World  Chinese  Entrepreneurs  Convention 
Vancouver  Trade  and  Convention  Centre 
Phone:  (604)  641-1987  Fax:  (604)  641-1436 
email:  info@4thwcec.org  web  site:  http://www.4thwcec.org 

BC  Premier  Glen  Clark 

Phone:  (250)  380-6506  Fax:  (250)  387-0087 

University  of  Victoria  Public  Relations 
email:  ddanylch@uvic . ca 

For  more  information: 

Dr. Bruce  Clark 

Box  140,  39  Murray  Road 

Robinsonville,  New  Brunswick,  Canada  EOK  1E0 
Fax:  (506)  753-7315 
No  to  APEC! 

email:  notoapec@vcn . be . ca 

<<==>Free  Wolverine<<==>>Free  the  Ts'Peten  Defenders<<==>> 

+++Demand  Public  Inquiries  into  Gustafsen  and  Ipperwash+++ 
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"RE:  Exxon  Data  High ly  Questionable"  


Date:  Wed,  27  Aug  1997  21:51:43  -0500 

From:  amccombs@mail.wiscnet.net  (Alice  I.  McCombs) 

Sub j : ACTION  ALERT:  Request  Investigation  of  CMC's  Groundwater  Flow 
Model  Data  & Hold  on  CMC's  permit  process  -- 
Exxon's  CMC  Groundwater  Flow  Model  Data  Highly  Questionable 

August  27,  1997 

For  Immediate  Release 

FOR  GLOBAL  DISTRIBUTION 

ACTION  ALERT:  Request  investigation  of  CMC's  Groundwater  Flow  Model  Data  and 
that  permitting  process  be  put  on  hold  for  Exxon's  Crandon  Mining  Company's 
proposed  Wolf  River  mine. 

Exxon's  CMC  Groundwater  Flow  Model  Data  Highly  Questionable 
Note:  Chairman  Apesanahkwat ' s letter  follows  this  press  release. 

The  first  two  pages  of  the  DNR  letter  to  CMC  follows  the  Chairman's  letter. 

The  remainder  of  the  DNR  letter  can  be  found  on  the  Menominee  Nation  Treaty 
Rights  & Mining  Impacts  Web  Site:  http://www.menominee.com/nomining/dnr815a.html 
A sample  letter  you  can  send  to  your  WI  legislators  and/or  members  of  U.S. 
Congress  follows  the  DNR  letter. 

(Keshena,  WI)  "A  million  dollar  public  relations  campaign  can't  buy  quality 
science.  The  entire  permit  process  for  Crandon  Mining  Company  should  be  put 
on  hold  until  they  provide  a scientifically  valid  groundwater  flow  model," 
stated  Apesanahkwat,  Chairman  of  the  Menominee  Nation. 

The  Menominee  Chairman  asked  Wisconsin's  members  of  Congress  and  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  today  for  state  and  federal  investigations  of 
groundwater  flow  model  data  supplied  by  Exxon's  Crandon  Mining  Company  (CMC) 
and  requested  that  the  permit  process  for  CMC's  proposed  Wolf  River  mine  be 
put  on  hold  until  CMC  provides  an  accurate  groundwater  flow  model. 

Apesanahkwat  became  outraged  after  receiving  a report  from  the  Menominee 
Nation's  groundwater  expert  about  an  August  15  letter  from  Wisconsin 
Department  of  Natural  Resources  (DNR)  to  Crandon  Mining  Company.  The  DNR 
letter  indicates  CMC  used  inaccurate  and  inappropriate  data  to  create  its 
groundwater  flow  model.  In  the  letter  titled  "Review  Comments  on  the  Crandon 
Mining  Company  Groundwater  Flow  Model,  Dated  August  1996:  Model  Input  - 
Unconsolidated  Glacial  Geology,"  Chris  Carlson,  Hydrogeologist  for  WDNR 
stated  that  the  DNR  and  U.S.  Geological  Survey  (USGS)  staff  who  reviewed 
CMC's  groundwater  flow  model: 

"found  several  areas  where  we  have  comments  or  concerns.  Several  of  these 
appear  to  be  errors  which  may  affect  the  model  results.  Several  others  are 
inconsistencies  which  may  not  directly  affect  model  results,  but  do  make  the 
review  extremely  difficult  and  time  consuming  and  call  into  question  other 
parts  of  the  model  input." 

Carlson  concluded  his  letter  by  stating  the  DNR  believes  "the  model  and 
model  narrative  should  be  revised." 

"The  groundwater  flow  model  is  supposed  to  provide  baseline  data  to 
develop  other  equally  important  studies  of  surface  waters,  but  CMC  appears 
to  have  manipulated  their  groundwater  flow  model  to  predict  minimal  impact 
by  using  critical  values  which  are  unreasonable  and  physically  impossible." 
stated  Apesanahkwat. 

"CMC's  data  is  inconsistent.  The  groundwater  data  reported  in  their  EIR 
does  not  match  the  data  used  in  their  groundwater  flow  model."  stated 
Apesanahkwat.  "That's  the  science  Crandon  Mining  Company  expects  the 
citizens  of  Wisconsin  to  trust.  Crandon  Mining  Company  has  repeatedly  stated 
the  public  can  trust  it  to  use  reliable  science  and  proven  technology,  but 
CMC's  groundwater  data  is  so  poor  that  it  calls  into  question  all  of  the 
company's  studies  for  their  proposed  mine." 

"The  DNR  is  being  extremely  polite  to  Crandon  Mining  Company  when  what 
the  Department  should  be  doing  is  putting  the  entire  permit  process  on 
hold,"  stated  Apesanahkwat.  "The  erroneous,  inconsistent  data  supplied  by 
CMC  only  substantiates  what  people  opposing  this  mine  have  said  for  over 
twenty  years:  the  area  where  CMC's  mine  would  be  located  has  so  many  ground 
and  surface  water  bodies  that  it  is  too  complex  to  ever  be  modeled 
successfully.  CMC's  data  certainly  shows  we  can't  rely  on  them  to  create  a 
workable  groundwater  flow  model." 

Apesanahkwat  believes  CMC's  groundwater  data  should  be  a wake  up  call. 


"The  public  trusts  elected  officials  and  the  DNR  to  protect  their  resources, 
but  if  CMC's  groundwater  data  is  that  company's  example  of  consultation  and 
cooperation  with  the  public  and  agency  officials,  the  public  needs  to  get 
concerned  and  get  involved.  CMC's  groundwater  data  reveals  the  big  lie 
behind  their  glossy  public  relations  campaign." 

"The  Menominee  Nation,  other  tribes  and  other  Wisconsin  organizations 
have  hired  experts  to 

oversee  the  permitting  project.  We  are  not  going  to  stand  by  and  let  our 
clean  water,  clean  air,  and  healthy  economy  be  destroyed  by  a sulfide  mine. 
I'm  calling  on  people  in  Wisconsin  and  around  the  world  who  are  concerned 
about  sulfide  mining  to  demand  that  the  Wisconsin  DNR  halt  the  permitting 
process  for  Exxon's  proposed  Wolf  River  mine  until  state  and  Federal 
investigations  are  conducted  of  CMC's  groundwater  data  input  and  CMC 
provides  a scientifically  valid  groundwater  flow  model." 

The  August  15  letter  from  the  DNR  to  CMC  may  be  viewed  on  the  Menominee 
Nation  Treaty  Rights  & Mining  Impacts  web  site: 
http://www.menominee.com/nomining/dnr815a . html 

August  26,  1997 
Apesanahkwat,  Chairman 
Menominee  Nation 

The  Honorable  Senator  Feingold 
502  Hart 

Senate  Office  Building 
Washington,  DC  20510-4904 

Dear  Senator  Feingold, 

According  to  an  August  15  letter  from  Wisconsin  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  to  Crandon  Mining  Company  that  I recently  reviewed  with  the 
Menominee  Nation's  expert  in  groundwater  flow  modeling,  the  groundwater  flow 
model  data  supplied  by  Crandon  Mining  Company  (CMC)  for  its  proposed  Wolf 
River  mine  is  inaccurate  and  unacceptable.  In  fact,  the  data  supplied  by  CMC 
is  of  such  poor  quality  that  it  calls  into  question  the  reliability  of  the 
company's  groundwater  flow  model  and  its  usefulness  as  a predictive  tool  for 
evaluating  mining  impacts  (see  enclosed  letter  from  Wisconsin  Department  of 
Natural  Resources  to  Crandon  Mining  Company) . 

Although  the  Wisconsin  Department  of  Natural  Resources  (WDNR)  has  requested 
that  CMC  revise  its  groundwater  flow  model,  I believe  that  CMC  has 
demonstrated  that  it  cannot  be  trusted  to  supply  appropriate  data  for  a 
critical  study  of  groundwater  which  is  the  basis  for  other  important  studies 
of  surface  waters.  I think  stronger  measures  than  a revision  are  required  to 
make  sure  that  CMC  provides  accurate  data  in  order  to  be  able  to  protect  the 
quality  of  the  Wolf  River  for  future  generations. 

I realize  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  (ACE)  also  has  a responsibility  to 
evaluate  the  groundwater  aspects  of  Crandon  Mining  Company's  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  (EIS),  but  the  Menominee  believe  the  ACE  and  WDNR  have  not, 
as  yet,  exerted  sufficient  regulatory  authority  to  ensure  that  an  adequate 
evaluation  of  CMC's  groundwater  flow  model  data  for  their  EIS  is  being  made. 

The  permitting  process  for  the  proposed  Crandon  mine,  which  has  been  going 
on  since  1994,  was  supposed  to  be  in  the  Master  Hearing  by  the  end  of  this 
year  or  early  next  year.  Wisconsin  Indian  tribes  and  citizens  have  had  to 
invest  large  amounts  of  time  and  dollars  to  protect  themselves  from  the 
negative  impacts  of  sulfide  mining  on  their  environmental  and  economic 
resources  during  this  time.  Now  with  the  recent  extension  of  the  permitting 
process  into  1999,  your  constituents  will  continue  to  suffer  economic  and 
emotional  hardship  for  a huge  sulfide  mine  project  that  will  use  unproven 
technology.  I do  not  believe  your  constituents  should  have  to  be  an 
experiment  for  Exxon. 


Therefore,  as  Chairman  and  representative  of  the  people  of  the  Menominee 
Nation  I am  writing  to  request  that  you  use  the  full  authority  of  your 
office  to  initiate  and/or  conduct  a complete  investigation  of  the 
groundwater  flow  model  data  produced  by  Crandon  Mining  Company  for  their 
proposed  Wolf  River  mine.  I am  also  requesting  that,  until  Crandon  Mining 
Company  can  produce  a scientifically  reliable  groundwater  flow  model,  that 
the  permitting  process  for  CMC's  proposed  mine  near  Crandon  be  put  on  hold. 

Sincerely, 

Apesanahkwat,  Chairman 
Menominee  Nation 

Cc:  Arlyn  Ackley,  Chairman,  Mole  Lake  Sokaogon  Chippewa 

Phil  Shopodock,  Chairman,  Forest  County  Potowatomi 

George  Meyer,  Secretary,  W 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Sep  10  02:16:13  1997 
Date:  Tue,  9 Sep  1997  20:18:37  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.037 


' ) / / ')  / /)'))/  ) / ' ) ) / ) 

/ / / / / / /--/  III  / III 

(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / / (_  ( / ' 0 

, , 0 o 0 

I ')//)')  II  ' 0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  VOLUME  05 j ISSUE  037  0 o o o o 0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , 13  September  1997  0 o 0 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 o 0 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Triballaw,  NativeLit,  Paths-L  & 
FOL-L  lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  Fleadwaters  News; 

North  American  Spirit  Lodge;  KOLA  (International  Campaign  Office); 

NASC  News  Mailing;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Don  Rayment  jdon.rayment@uptowne.comj  Wotanging  Ikche/ 

Kanoheda  Aniyvwiya  is  being  redistributed  via  a listserver. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  Wotanging  Ikche  via  the  listserverj 
you  can  send  a message  to  listserv@uptowne.com  and  includej  in  the 
body  of  your  message  "sub  wotanging. ikche  <your  email  address>" 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archivej  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"When  it  comes  time  to  diej  be  not  like  those  whose  hearts  are  filled 
with  the  fear  of  deathj  so  when  their  time  comes  they  weep  and  pray 
for  a little  more  time  to  live  their  lives  over  again  in  a different 
way.  Sing  your  death  songj  and  die  like  a hero  going  home." 

Chief  Aupumutj  Mohican 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  ..  __  __  __  __  _+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  \ 

\ ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribej | 

| to  the  democratic  principles  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 


[ of  the  Republic 

I and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
i Choctaw  Confederacies, 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United 
j States  Constitution, 

| so  that  my  forefathers 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 


ional  Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

On  September  4,  1997  at  4:15  am.  Vernal  Cross,  Oglala  Lakota  elder,  AIM 
activist  and  medicine  keeper  passed  away  from  a heart  attack. 

AIM  activist  passed  away  from  a heart  attack. 

In  this  time  of  grief  assistance  for  his  family  with  donations  of  money, 
clothing  , food,  etc.  are  being  sought.  Send  donations  to  the  following: 
Darlene  Cross 
POBOX  52 
Kyle  SD  57752 

or  contact  tusweca@twlakes.net 
(615)621-3361 

The  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  also  lost  a medicine  keeper  and  teacher  this 
past  week.  Gene  Rowe,  Sr  shed  his  earthly  robe. 

These  two  leave  large  voids  where  they  once  stood.  I pray  their  crossing 
will  be  good  and  others  will  step  forward  to  continue  the  teachings  of  these 
two . 

From  a September  03,  1997  Associated  Press  report  comes  this: 


The  state-tribal  agreement  allowing  gambling  on  the  Blackfeet  Indian 
Reservation  will  be  canceled  because  of  a dispute  between  the  two 
governments.  Gov.  Marc  Racicot  said  Wednesday. 

In  a letter  to  Tribal  Chairman  Earl  Old  Person,  Racicot  said  the  tribe's 
renewed  insistence  that  it  be  able  to  license  and  regulate  gambling 
operations  by  non-Indians  on  the  reservation  is  unacceptable  to  the  state. 


It  is  sad  that  tribal  sovereignty  ranks  lower  than  governor  Racicot 's 
agenda;  but  comes  as  no  great  surprise  when  you  recall  this  is  the  same 
state  and  same  governor  that  blatantly  ignored  requests  from  Interior 
Secretary  Babbitt  and  engineered  the  Yellow  Stone  Buffalo  slaughter  last 
winter. 


Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

9.9.1975  Howard  Blue  Bird  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
Goons . 

No  investigation. 

9.10.1975  3im  Little  - AIM  stomped  to  death  by  Goons  in  Oglala. 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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"RE : Peltier's  Birthday  & Clemency"  

Date:  Tue,  2 Sep  97  08:17:50  GMT 

From:  lpdc@idir.net  (Peltier  Defense  Committee) 

Sub  j : Peltier's  Birthday  & Clemency 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

September  12th  is  Leonard  Peltier's  birthday.  Please  do  not  forget  this 
important  date!!!  Cards,  soft  cover  books,  and  POSTAL  money  orders  can  be 
sent  to:  Leonard  Peltier,  89637-132,  Box  1000,  LVN,  KS  66048. 

USE  this  DAY  to  PHONE  THE  WHITE  HOUSE  and  DEMAND  EXECUTIVE  CLEMENCY  BE 
GRANTED.  (202)456-1111  (hit  0 to  avoid  survey). 

Don't  forget,  OCTOBER  21-22  will  be  our  Washington,  DC  LOBBY  CAMPAIGN. 

Anyone  interested  please  contact  LPDC  at  785-842-5774  or  LPFC  at  804-823-2845. 

RUMORS  that  LPDC  will  be  moving  to  South  Dakota  are  completely  untrue.  LPDC 
MUST  AND  WILL  REMAIN  IN  CLOSE  PROXIMITY  TO  LEONARD  PELTIER.  To  move  hundreds 
of  miles  away  puts  his  life  in  danger.  If  you  hear  rumors  of  this  sort 
IGNORE  THEM  and  set  whoever  is  spreading  this  information  STRAIGHT! 

— "RE:  Review  of  Gorton  Riders"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Sep  1997  19:45:58  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - #1  - REVIEW  SLADE  GORTON  NEWS  ARTICLES 

Status:  RO 


* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 
REVIEW  OF  NEWS  ARTICLES 
RELATED  TO  SLADE  GORTON 
HIDDEN  RIDERS  - IN  HR  2107 
# 1 FOR  YOUR  INFO 

Subject:  New  York  Times  Article 

From:  Dim  McCarthy  <mccomm@clark. net> 

Date:  Wed,  27  Aug  1997  14:26:05  +0000 


Attached  is  a story  from  today's  New  York  Times  that  we  helped  arrange 
on  behalf  of  National  Congress  of  American  Indians.  This  legislative 


battle  will  be  heating  up  in  the  first  two  weeks  of  September.  We  would 
encourage  anyone  to  submit  letters  to  the  editor  in  support  of  the 
Tribes  --  there  should  be  a letters  link  on  the  site. 

Thank  You 

McCarthy  Communications 
Washington,  DC 

Senate  Measure  Would  Deal  Blow  to  Indian  Rights 
By  Timothy  Egan 

SEATTLE  --  With  little  debate  and  no  public  hearings,  a Senate 
subcommittee  last  month  approved  two  measures  that  would  knock  out  some  of 
the  oldest  principles  in  how  the  nation's  554  American  Indian  tribes  are 
governed,  and  deprive  them  of  basic  operating  funds  if  they  do  not  agree 
to  the  changes. 

Little  noticed  in  Washington,  where  they  were  buried  as  riders  on  a 
spending  bill  already  freighted  with  the  fate  of  the  National  Endowment 
for  the  Arts  and  money  for  new  park  lands,  the  proposed  changes  have 
caused  a furor  on  the  reservations . 

The  tribes  say  Congress  is  trying  to  strip  them  of  sovereignty  because 
of  a perception  that  Indian  reservations  are  prospering  with  casino 
gambling  --  disregarding  the  fact  that  the  vast  majority  remain  among  the 
poorest  places  in  the  nation. 

The  architect  of  the  riders.  Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  R-Wash.,  who  has  had  a 
25-year  running  dispute  with  Indians  in  his  home  state,  says  the  measures 
are  part  of  a campaign  to  force  a fundamental  change  in  Indian  affairs. 

"I  find  nothing  in  any  Indian  treaty  that  says  they  must  be  continuously 
supported  by  the  federal  taxpayers,"  said  Gorton  in  an  interview.  Gorton 
is  chairman  of  the  Interior  Appropriations  subcommittee,  which  passed  a 
$13  billion  spending  bill  last  month  that  contains  the  Indian  riders  and 
many  provisions  dear  to  the  Clinton  administration. 

Bracing  for  a showdown,  the  Clinton  administration  has  threatened  to 
veto  the  spending  bill  if  it  contains  the  Indian  measures.  Interior 
Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  called  it  "one  of  the  most  radical  and  unjust  of  a 
stream  of  recent  congressional  proposals,"  which  would  "overturn  almost 
two  centuries  of  jurisprudence . " 

One  of  Gorton's  measures  would  force  tribes  to  waive  sovereign  immunity 
from  civil  lawsuits  or  lose  up  to  $767  million  --  nearly  half  of  the 
entire  budget  for  daily  operations  on  land  that  1.4  million  Indians  live 
on  or  near.  Linder  the  other  rider,  tribes  could  be  denied  federal  money  if 
their  income  was  above  a certain  level. 

Without  sovereign  immunity,  the  tribes  say,  they  could  face  bankruptcy 
by  lawsuits  and  would  be  unable  to  operate  as  governments.  And  subjecting 
them  to  income  requirements,  or  what  the  government  calls  means-testing, 
would  be  singling  them  out,  they  say,  because  other  city  and  state 
governments  do  not  have  to  go  through  such  tests  for  their  share  of 
federal  funds. 

"If  Senator  Gorton  would  ever  be  willing  to  come  to  a reservation,  he 
would  see  very  clearly  that  most  tribal  governments  are  barely  getting  by 
as  it  is,"  said  Dohn  Blackhawk,  chairman  of  the  Winnebago  tribe  of 
Nebraska.  "These  two  riders  are  outrageous.  They  are  a total  departure 
from  the  government-to-government  relationship  the  tribes  have  always  had 
with  Washington . " 

Though  Babbitt  has  said  he  would  recommend  a veto  if  the  riders  are  left 
in  the  bill,  both  items  are  entwined  in  a package  that  contains  $100 
million  to  keep  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  alive  and  $700  million 
for  environmental  purchases  such  a gold  mine  that  threatens  Yellowstone 
National  Park,  and  huge  grove  of  ancient  redwood  trees  that  could  be 
logged  in  California. 

"I'm  defending  them  on  the  NEA  and  land  acquisition,  so  it  would  not 
behoove  the  administration  to  come  after  me  on  the  these  issues,"  said 
Gorton . 

The  only  Indian  in  the  Senate,  Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  a R-Colo., 
has  also  thrown  down  a gauntlet  on  the  measures,  saying  they  would  only  be 
passed  "over  my  dead  body." 

Sovereign  immunity  and  basic  federal  operating  funds  are  not  subject  to 


shifting  political  winds,  Campbell  wrote  in  a letter  to  Gorton,  but  are  "a 
result  of  solemn  promises  made  by  the  United  States  to  tribal  governments 
in  exchange  for  Indian  lands." 

When  the  full  Senate  takes  up  the  Interior  spending  bill  next  month, 
Gorton  and  his  supporters  are  counting  on  the  fact  that  17  states  have  no 
recognized  Indians  tribes  within  their  boundaries.  Also,  Gorton  said,  the 
time  may  be  ripe  to  force  a significant  change  in  the  longstanding  status 
that  Indians  have  had  as  nations  within  a nation. 

"The  irony  is  that  the  very  concept  of  sovereign  immunity  is  descended 
from  English  Common  law,"  he  said.  "And  it's  an  anachronism." 

Indian  governments,  as  well  as  federal  and  local  agencies,  often  evoke 
the  immunity  status  as  a way  to  guarantee  that  projects  like  sewage 
systems  or  road  construction  go  ahead  without  the  threat  of  financially 
crushing  lawsuits.  Individual  Indians  can  be  sued  in  federal  court,  but 
the  tribes  themselves  are  generally  protected. 

The  tribes  say  they  are  under  assault  by  Gorton  and  others  in  Congress 
because  of  a perception  that  they  getting  wealthy  from  casino  gambling, 
which  in  turn  has  brought  some  flexing  of  newfound  political  muscle. 

"This  is  straight-out  an  attempt  to  get  rid  of  tribal  governments,"  said 
lohn  Dossett,  general  counsel  for  the  National  Congress  of  American 
Indians.  "In  order  to  do  that,  Gorton  and  others  are  playing  off  a 
perception  that  a whole  bunch  of  tribes  are  getting  rich  off  gaming.  In 
fact,  only  a handful  are  making  any  money  at  it." 

A report  last  December  by  the  General  Accounting  Office  found  that  just 
10  tribes  took  in  more  than  50  percent  of  the  $1.6  billion  received  by 
Indian  reservations  from  tribal  gambling.  Only  about  one-third  of  all 
American  Indian  tribes  have  gambling  centers.  Unemployment  on  the 
reservations  is  more  than  three  times  the  national  average,  and  38  percent 
of  all  Indians  aged  6 to  11  years  old  live  below  the  poverty  level  --  more 
than  twice  as  high  as  the  national  average. 

Supporters  of  Gorton's  measures  say  they  resent  the  power  that  Indians 
have  over  non-Indians  on  or  near  reservations.  They  say  it  is  very  hard 
for  someone  who  is  not  an  Indian  to  win  redress  in  tribal  courts. 

"By  being  able  to  claim  immunity  from  suit,  tribes  are  not  fully 
accountable  in  court  for  their  actions  --  like  all  the  rest  of  us  in 
America  are,"  said  Barbara  Lindsey,  president  of  a property  rights  group 
in  Washington  state,  in  a recent  statement  sent  to  Gorton.  "It  is  simply 
not  fair  for  us  to  be  denied  our  constitutional  due  process  rights  while 
the  tribes  can  sue  us  at  will." 

The  Indians  say  Gorton  has  longstanding  animosity  toward  the  tribes, 
bordering  on  a vendetta,  which  dates  to  his  days  fighting  Indian  fishing 
rights  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

As  Washington  state  attorney  general  in  the  mid-1970s,  Gorton  argued  and 
lost  a landmark  Supreme  Court  case,  known  as  the  Boldt  decision,  in  which 
Indians  were  found  to  have  a right  by  treaty  to  take  up  to  50  percent  of 
all  the  salmon  caught  in  Northwest  waters. 

"It's  my  opinion,  shared  by  many  of  my  colleagues  around  the  country, 
that  Slade  Gorton  has  a vendetta  against  the  tribes,"  said  Blackhawk.  Or 
as  Dossett  put  it,  "Clearly,  he's  on  the  most  wanted  list." 

In  1995,  Gorton  led  an  effort  to  cut  $200  million  from  the  $1.7  billion 
budget  for  Indian  tribes. 

"He's  an  Indian-fighter, " said  Darrell  Hillaire,  vice-chairmen  of  the 
Lummi  tribe  in  Washington  state.  "This  agenda  is  really  just  Slade 
Gorton's  agenda.  And  he's  counting  on  the  ignorance  of  the  rest  of 
Congress  to  get  it  through." 

The  Lummi,  a small  tribe  with  a salmon-fishing  culture,  were  behind  the 
effort  to  win  fishing  rights  two  decades  ago.  They  have  since  been  singled 
out  by  a legislative  rider  Gorton  had  successfully  inserted  on  a previous 
Interior  bill  several  years  ago.  The  amendment,  since  expired,  would  have 
deprived  the  Lummi  of  50  percent  of  their  federal  operating 

funds  if  any  tribal  actions  had  an  adverse  affect  on  non-Indians. 

This  week,  the  Lummi  tribe  closed  its  casino  near  the  Canadian  border, 
saying  it  was  losing  too  much  money. 

"Before,  he  was  just  going  after  one  or  two  tribes,  but  now  he's 
launched  a broad  attack  on  all  the  tribes,"  said  Dossett.  "As  a result. 


Indians  have  stopped  being  able  to  accomplish  anything  positive  in 
Congress  and  are  just  fighting  all  these  defensive  battles." 

Asked  about  the  tribal  accusations  of  a personal  vendetta  over  the 
fishing  rights  battle,  Gorton  said  he  had  won  more  cases  in  the  Supreme 
Court  against  Indians  than  he  has  lost  --  and  therefore  did  not  feel  a 
need  to  even  the  score.  They  are  angry  at  him  now,  he  said,  because  he  is 
trying  to  break  up  an  old  system  that  many  Indians  have  grown  too 

comfortable  with. 

"Crying  racism  is  the  last  refuge  of  a group  of  individuals  who  can't 
argue  on  the  merits,"  said  Gorton. 

The  tribes  are  particularly  angry  that  on  a matter  that  could  so 
radically  change  the  nature  of  Indian  governments,  there  have  been  no 
hearings,  no  debate,  no  field  trips  to  reservations.  It  is  similar,  they 
say,  to  how  Congress  tried  to  rewrite  environmental  laws  last  year  using 
legislative  riders. 

"We  see  this  as  an  abrogation  of  treaties,"  said  Debra  Doxtator, 
chairwoman  of  the  Oneida  Tribe  in  Wisconsin.  "We  gave  up  vast  amounts  of 
land  in  return  for  sovereignty  and  certain  obligations  by  the  federal 
government.  Now  they  want  to  throw  that  out.  It  would  be  devastating  to  us. 
Yet,  we  aren't  even  consulted." 

Gorton  said  he  thought  his  legislative  riders  would  prevail  when  the 
full  Senate  takes  up  the  spending  bill  next  month.  But  even  if  they  did 
not  pass,  he  said  he  would  continue  to  use  his  position  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  that  oversees  spending  for  the  tribes  to  overhaul  Indian  affairs. 

"These  are  matters  of  principle  for  me,"  said  Gorton.  "Indians  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  They  should  be  governed  by  laws  of  the 
United  States  as  everyone  else  is." 

"RE : Critique  of  Gorton  Bill"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Sep  1997  09:22:13  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "Peter  d'Errico"  <derrico@legal . umass . edu> 

Sub j : critique  of  Gorton  bill 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Prof.  Joseph  P.  Kalt,  Co-Director  of  the  Harvard  Project  on  American  Indian 
Economic  Development,  Kennedy  School  of  Government,  Harvard  University;  and 
Jonathan  B.  Taylor,  director  of  American  Indian  projects  at  The  Economics 
Resource  Group,  Inc.,  Cambridge,  MA,  have  written  a cogent  critique  of  the 
Gorton  attack  on  Indian  sovereignty  and  an  insightful  commentary  on 
American  Indian  economics...  it  is  available  online  at  NativeWeb. . the 
direct  URL  is: 

http: //www. nativeweb.org/pages/legal/gorton. html 
Peter 

FORWARD,  Critique  from  the  web  page  noted  above  follows  

MEANS  TESTING  INDIAN  GOVERNMENTS:  TAXING  WHAT  WORKS 
by  Joseph  P.  Kalt  and  Jonathan  B.  Taylor 

Prof.  Joseph  P.  Kalt  is  Co-Director  of  the  Harvard  Project  on 
American  Indian  Economic  Development,  Kennedy  School  of  Government, 

Harvard  University;  Jonathan  B.  Taylor  directs  American  Indian 
projects  at  The  Economics  Resource  Group,  Inc.,  Cambridge,  MA. 

Led  by  Sen.  Slade  Gorton  (R. -Washington),  Chair  of  the  Senate 
Interior  appropriations  subcommittee,  a push  is  on  in  Congress  that 
would  strike  a major  blow  at  the  only  policy  that  has  produced 
progress  in  this  century  on  the  perennial  problem  of  poverty  in 
Indian  Country:  tribal  self-governance  and  the  accompanying 
government-to-government  relationship  between  tribes  and  the  Federal 
Government.  Fueled  by  the  publicity  that  surrounds  the  success  with 
gaming  of  a handful  of  the  countrys  500+  tribes,  Gorton's  proposal 
would  "means-test"  federal  funding  of  tribal  governmental  functions. 

The  Federal  Government  does  not  have  a record  to  be  proud  of  when  it 
comes  to  the  problems  of  economic  and  social  despair  on  America's 
Indian  reservations.  For  almost  two  centuries,  federal  policy 
essentially  treated  Indians  on  reservations  as  dependents,  with  the 


federal  authorities  and  bureaucracies  calling  the  shots  on 
everything  from  where  kids  went  to  school  to  when  and  where  a tree 
could  be  harvested. 

The  results?  By  1990,  American  Indians  on  reservations  were  the 
poorest  minority  in  America.  Unemployment  across  all  reservations 
averaged  close  to  50%,  pushing  to  85%  in  some  places.  On  most 
reservations,  what  little  employment  did  exist  was  only  in  the 
public  service  sector  of  schools,  law  enforcement,  health  care,  and 
the  like.  Under  these  conditions,  it  is  not  surprising  that  almost 
every  indicator  of  social  distress  --  poverty  rates,  suicide  rates, 
death  by  disease  and  accident,  teenage  pregnancy,  and  so  on  -- 
placed  reservation  Indians  practically  off  the  charts  when  compared 
to  other  American  citizens.  The  advent  of  gaming  on  reservations  has 
not  appreciably  altered  this  scene.  The  number  of  tribes  hitting 
big-time  success  in  gaming  is  in  single  digits. 

The  sorry  history  of  U.S.  Indian  policy  is  well  enough  known  that  it 
has  become  a folklore  founded  in  fact.  The  folklore  is  used  by 
non-Indian  Americans  who  are  into  guilt  to  justify  paternalistic 
policies  that  haven't  worked.  What  is  not  widely  understood  is  that, 
beginning  with  first  steps  in  the  Nixon  and  Ford  Administrations, 
federal  policy  started  a slow  turn  toward  a new  direction: 
self-governance. 

Self-Determination  Works 

Over  the  last  two  decades,  Indians  on  reservations  have  fought  to 
re-establish  long-lost  powers  of  self-rule.  Governed  by 
constitutions,  tribes  now  have  powers  akin  to  those  of  the  U.S. 
states,  including  powers  to  make  rules  and  regulations,  to  wield  law 
enforcement  and  judicial  authority,  to  tax,  and  --  like  states  --  to 
run  gaming  operations. 

Even  prior  to  the  gaming  that  has  attracted  so  much  attention  in  the 
1990s,  the  evidence  became  clear  that  self-rule  is  the  indispensable 
first  ingredient  needed  to  turn  reservation  economies  around. 

Indeed,  it  was  under  the  federal  policy  of  self-determination  that 
took  hold  in  the  1970s  and  80s  that  certain  tribes  began  to  break 
out  of  the  pack  of  impoverishment.  They  did  this  by  escaping  the 
stranglehold  of  federal  development  planning  and  creating  the 
investment  environment  needed  to  develop  export-based  economies. 

The  Mississippi  Choctaw,  for  example,  built  the  Hong  Kong  of  Indian 
Country  on  the  strength  of  manufacturing  industries  --  from  auto 
parts  to  greeting  cards  --  that  now  make  the  Tribe  among  the  very 
largest  employers  in  Mississippi.  Not  only  are  tribal  members 
working,  but  more  than  6,000  white  and  black  workers  commute  to  work 
at  the  Tribe's  businesses.  The  Mississippi  Choctaw  run  their  own 
affairs*their  own  schools,  their  own  laws,  their  own  courts,  their 
own  business  policies.  The  result  is  an  environment  that  the  capital 
markets  trust. 

The  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes  of  the  Flathead  Reservation  in 
Montana  have  also  competed  successfully  in  the  market  to  attract 
investors.  They've  done  it  by  creating  a rule  of  law,  including  an 
intertribal  "supreme"  court,  that  should  be  the  envy  of  every 
emerging  democracy  in  the  world.  The  result  is  a thriving  private 
sector  economy  based  in  agriculture,  recreation,  and  tourism.  The 
Flathead  reservation  was  off  and  running  years  prior  to  the  arrival 
of  gaming  as  an  option. 

At  the  Fort  Apache  reservation  in  Arizona,  the  White  Mountain 
Apaches'  first-class  ski  resort,  multi-million  dollar  saw  mill,  and 
premier  outdoor  recreation  businesses  are  the  economic  anchors  for 
thousands  of  Apache  and  non-Indian  jobs.  When  these  were  threatened 
by  federal  intrusion  on  endangered  species  grounds,  the 
never-retreat  Apaches  built  their  own  environmental  management 
systems.  Under  a model  government-to-government  agreement,  these 
have  enabled  the  Tribe  to  displace  federal  managers. 

The  stories  of  economic  success  in  Indian  Country  share  at  least  one 
common  ingredient.  In  case  after  case,  the  defining  trait  of  the 


successful  tribes  is  their  aggressive  assertion  of  their  rights  to 
govern  themselves.  In  particular,  they  are  marked  by  de  jure  and  de 
facto  replacement  of  outside  federal  decision  makers  with  their  own 
governmental  capacity.  There  is  not  a single  case  of  sustained 
economic  development  in  Indian  Country  where  the  tribe  is  not  in  the 
decision-making  driver's  seat.  As  the  world  has  learned  from  Central 
and  Eastern  Europe,  outside  authorities  are  really  lousy  at  planning 
and  developing  an  economy  of  people  who  want  to  govern  themselves. 

Gorton's  "Success  Tax" 

How  ironic  it  is  that  federal  policy  may  now  be  directed  at 
handicapping  effective  and  stable  tribal  governments.  If  one  cannot 
distinguish  between  individual  American  Indians  and  American  Indian 
tribal  governments,  or  if  one  likes  to  imagine  that  all  american 
Indians  are  junior  Donald  Trumps  rolling  in  income  from  gaming 
operations,  the  Gorton  means-testing  proposal  might  sound  sensible. 
In  fact,  however,  it  amounts  to  nothing  more  than  a tax  on  tribal 
governments  which  are  successful  in  pursuing  the  interests  of  their 
citizens . 

As  a matter  of  federal  policy,  a state  government  that  enters  the 
gambling  industry  with  a high-stakes  lottery  is  not  means-tested 
when  it  comes  to  allocating  basic  federal  funding  for  governmental 
services.  To  date,  tribal  governments  have  been  similarly  treated. 

In  both  cases,  policy  has  recognized  that,  to  the  extent  that  a 
state  or  tribe  is  carrying  out  basic  governmental  functions  such  as 
law  enforcement  or  environmental  protection,  federal  policy  ought  to 
encourage  these  governments  to  be  effective.  This  has  been  a key 
component  of  the  government-to-government  essence  of  U.S. 
federalism. 

Consider  the  illustration  provided  by  one  state's  lottery  -- 
California.  Through  its  gaming  enterprise,  the  government  of 
California  takes  in  net  income  on  the  order  of  three-quarters  of  a 
billion  dollars  per  year.  All  of  the  net  proceeds  are  earmarked  for 
education,  yet  federal  dollars  allocated  to  the  State  Government  are 
not  means-tested,  even  for  the  relatively  rich  and  lottery-rich 
State  of  California.  Instead,  if  California's  investment  in 
education  pays  off  in  a healthier  economy  and  higher  incomes,  the 
Federal  Government  stands  ready  with  its  income  taxes  to  catch  its 
share  of  the  returns. 

American  Indians  stand  in  the  same  relationship  to  the  Federal 
Government.  To  the  extent  that  monies  from  tribal  governments' 
gaming  or  other  operations  show  up  as  income  to  individuals  and 
businesses,  such  income  is  subject  to  federal  income  taxes. 

Moreover,  individual  Indian  citizens  are  subject  to  means  testing, 
just  as  are  other  Americans,  when  it  comes  to  food  stamps,  housing 
subsidies,  and  other  nationwide  welfare  programs. 

Means-testing  tribal  governments  makes  no  sense  at  all  if  one  is 
concerned  about  the  well-being  of  American  Indian  people.  In  and  of 
itself,  a tribal  government's  (or  a state  government's)  revenues 
from  gaming,  natural  resource  leases,  or  any  other  set  of  operations 
provide  no  assurances  as  to  how  well  its  citizens  are  living.  High 
revenues  in  a jurisdiction  with  a very  low  standard  of  living  may 
help,  but  can't  be  said  to  cure,  centuries  of  social  and  economic 
deprivation.  In  fact,  it  is  not  surprising  that,  even  on 
reservations  with  relatively  strong  economies,  the  social  legacy  of 
deprivation  is  proving  hard  to  erase. 

To  date,  the  government-to-government  basis  for  federal  funding  of 
tribal  (and  state)  governmental  functions  has  provided  positive 
incentives  for  reinvestment  of  tribal  government  income,  since 
passing  tribal  earnings  out  as  cash  subjects  them  to  taxation.  The 
Gorton  proposal  would  replace  this  with  disincentives  to  effective 
and  efficient  governmental  operations.  A tribe  might  as  well  go  easy 
on  holding  down  costs  since  higher  net  incomes  would  subject  the 
tribe  to  Gorton's  "success  tax."  Of  course,  this  is  precisely  the 
kind  of  effect  of  federal  Indian  policy  that  tribes  have  been 


bucking  in  the  era  of  self-governance.  By  penalizing  successful  and 
effective  tribal  government,  the  Gorton  proposal  would  be  a sad  step 
backward  for  the  only  thing  that  has  worked  in  Indian  Country  -- 
letting  people  govern  themselves. 

Date:  03  Sep  1997 

"RE : Call  for  National  Protest"  

Date:  Fri,  5 Sep  1997  22:54:09  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub  j : N.A.S.L.  - #2  - REVIEW  SLADE  GORTON  NEWS  ARTICLES 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

REVIEW  OF  NEWS  ARTICLES 
RELATED  TO  SLADE  GORTON 
HIDDEN  RIDERS  - IN  H.R.  2107 
# 2 FOR  YOUR  INFO 

Sub j : Call  for  National  Protest  Against  Slade  Gorton's  bills 
Date:  97-09-01  18:56:38  EDT 
From:  Yona  Equa 

Day  1 of  the  Nut  Moon,  in  the  6,710th  year. 

EMERGENCY  ALERT 

Leaders  from  more  than  50  tribes  are  assembling  in  Washington  D.C.  this 
week  to  lobby  against  the  sly  and  cunning  attempts  by  Senator  Slade  Gorton 
(R-Washington)  to  secretly  change  the  Federal  laws  in  such  a way  as  to  deny 
all  the  Tribal  Governments  their  sovereignty  and  seriously  reduce  the  payment 
of  treaty  obligations. 

While  most  United  States  Senators  are  either  pro-Native  or  just  indifferent 
to  Native  issues,  Slade  Gorton  is  a well-known  Indian  hater  who  carried  on  a 
long  and  harsh  courthouse  war  with  the  Lummi  tribe  when  he  was  the  Attorney 
General  of  Washington  State.  Gorton  hurt  the  Lummis  badly  back  then,  and  he 
is  now  trying  to  destroy  all  Native  American  Tribes. 

What  Senator  Gorton  has  done  is  to  bury  two  "riders"  in  a massive 
appropriations  bill  for  the  Department  of  the  Interior.  A "rider"  is 
legislation  that  travels  through  the  system  attached  to  another  proposed  law, 
but  which  is  not  necessarily  on  the  same  (or  even  a related)  subject.  Gorton 
has  tried  his  best  to  keep  these  two  "riders"  a secret,  hoping  that  no  one 
would  notice  them  and  that  they  would  be  passed  along  with  the  appropriations 
bill  they  are  attached  to. 

The  first  of  Senator  Gorton's  "riders"  will  destroy  the  Sovereign  Immunity 
of  Tribal  Governments,  and  make  them  subject  to  harassment  by  lawsuits  from 
anyone  who  wishes  to  sue  them.  Such  a law  would  result  in  an  immediate 
firestorm  of  legal  action  brought  by  merchants  who  do  not  wish  to  compete 
with  tax-exempt  Native  American  stores  and  gas  stations  on  reservation  lands. 

The  tribal  budgets  would  be  severely  depleted  by  the  legal  fees  involved  in 
defending  against  all  these  lawsuits  and  certain  tribes  might  have  to  declare 
bankruptcy  within  six  to  eight  months. 

The  other  "rider"  will  make  payments  of  treaty  obligations  subject  to 
"means  testing";  in  other  words,  the  government  will  be  able  to  escape 
paying  for  the  land  they  took  from  certain  tribes  if  they  determine  that  the 
tribes  don't  "need  the  money." 

According  to  Senator  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  (R-Colorado)  sovereign 
immunity  and  basic  federal  operating  funds  are  not  supposed  to  be  subject  to 
shifting  political  winds.  Campbell,  the  only  Native  American  in  the  Senate, 
wrote  in  a letter  to  Gorton  that  they  are  "a  result  of  solemn  promises  made 
by  the  United  States  to  tribal  governments  in  exchange  for  Indian  lands." 

In  an  attempt  to  rally  public  opinion  to  his  side.  Senator  Gorton  recently 
"seeded"  a story  on  the  Associated  Press  wire  service  pointing  out  that  there 
were  giant  inequities  in  the  amount  of  money  per  person  that  the  tribes  get; 
but  the  story  did  not  contain  a single  word  about  the  federal  payments  to  the 
various  tribes  being  treaty  obligations.  Also,  Gorton  said,  the  time  may  be 


ripe  to  force  a significant  change  in  the  longstanding  status  that  Indians 
have  had  as  nations  within  a nation. 

Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  called  Gorton's  proposed  changes  in  the 
law  "one  of  the  most  radical  and  unjust  of  a stream  of  recent  congressional 
proposals/'  which  would  "overturn  almost  two  centuries  of  jurisprudence." 

"This  is  straight-out  an  attempt  to  get  rid  of  tribal  governments/'  said 
John  Dossett,  general  counsel  for  the  National  Congress  of  American  Indians. 
"In  order  to  do  that,  Gorton  and  others  are  playing  off  a perception  that  a 
whole  bunch  of  tribes  are  getting  rich  off  gaming.  In  fact,  only  a handful 
are  making  any  money  at  it." 

When  the  full  Senate  takes  up  the  Interior  spending  bill  next  month,  Gorton 
and  his  supporters  are  counting  on  the  fact  that  17  states  have  no  recognized 
Indians  tribes  within  their  boundaries. 

Tribal  Leaders,  Tribal  Lobbyists,  and  Native  American  Rights  Activists 
need  the  help  of  all  Native  people  and  of  all  those  non-natives  who  are 
sympathetic  the  Native  causes.  You  can  help  us  defend  against  Gorton's 
unscrupulous  sneak  attack  by  writing,  e-mailing,  and  telephoning  your  U.S. 
Senators;  right  now;  today;  and  encouraging  then  to  vote  against  the 
Interior  Department's  Appropriations  Bill  unless  Slade  Gorton's  riders  are 
first  removed  from  it. 

DON'T  LET  SLADE  GORTON 
DESTROY  ANY  MORE  TRIBES  !!! 

"RE : Constituent  Request  Card"  

Date:  97-09-07  07:45:01  EDT 

From:  Dbwords@aol.com 

Sub j : Constituent  Request  Card 

Mailing  List:  NATIVELIT  <NATIVELIT- L@cornell . edu> 

The  following  is  a copy  of  a card  that  has  been  sent  out  by  NARF  (Native 
American  Rights  Fund)  in  regard  to  the  rider  on  the  Interior  Appropriations 
bill  by  Senator  Slade  Gorton  (R-Washington  State)  . These  cards  are  written 
as  follows: 

Date: 


Dear  Senator, 

As  one  of  your  constituents,  I strongly  urge  you  to  oppose  any  legislation 
that  threatens  to  undermine  Native  American  sovereignty.  In  particular,  an 
anti-Native  American  rider  attached  to  the  fiscal  year  1998  Interior 
appropriations  bill  amounts  to  nothing  less  than  extortion;  it  would  force 
tribes  to  " sell"  their  long-standing,  inherent  sovereignty  in  exchange  for 
federal  funds  which  they  desperately  need  to  provide  essential  tribal 
government  services  on  the  reservations.  Certainly  Congress  does  not  propose 
to  force  states  to  sell  their  sovereignty  for  any  reason.  So  why  treat 
tribes  differently.  In  short,  this  legislation  is  an  unconscionable  attempt 
to  subvert  the  Constitution  and  is  clearly  in  violation  of  the  people  they 
serve.  ...a  responsibility  that  includes  the  protection  of  tribal 
sovereignty. 

Respectfully, 


( your  signature  here) 

- "RE:  FIR2107:  Letter  to  President"  

Date:  Mon,  8 Sep  1997  21:51:06  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Interior  Appropriations  Bill(fwd) 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Mon,  8 Sep  1997  21:14:34  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

To:  president@whitehouse.gov 


Mailing  List: 


Paths -L  <paths-l@Yvwiillsdinvnohii . net> 


Larry  Kibby,  Program  Director 

Western  Shoshone 

Historic  Preservation  Society 

Elko  Indian  Colony 

1581  Pinenut  Circle 

Elko,  Nevada  89801 

RE:  Interior  Appropriations  Bill  - H.R.  2107 

September  8,  1997 

President  William  I.  Clinton 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave.  NW 
Washington,  D.C.  20500 

Dear  Mr.  President: 

I submit  the  following  in  relation  to  the  Interior  Appropriations 
Bill,  and  the  two  "Rider's"  submitted  by  U.S.  Senator  Slade 
Gorton(R-WA. ) , that  have  properties  irrelevant  to  the  Native  American 
Indian  Community  and  their  Sovereign  Nations. 

Mr.  President,  I find  Senator  Gorton's  "Rider's"  to  have  no 
relevant  factor's  contained  within  that  would  promote  any  sincere 
avenue  of  justice,  nor  any  form  of  constructive  promotion  that 
would  enhance  the  social,  economical,  educational  and  or  health 
well  being  of  the  Sovereign  Nations  and  do  hereby  submit  this 
letter  in  a direct  manner  of  protest  and  opposition  to  the  H.R.  2107 
"Rider's"  submitted  by  Senator  Slade  Gorton,  which  are  Section 
118  and  Section  120  included  in  full  within  the  contents  of 
this  letter,  which  are: 

(1) 

"(Sec.  118)  Prohibits  the  allocation  or  expenditure  of  funds 
in  any  Act  for  tribal  priority  allocations  (TPA)  in  excess  of  the 
funds  expended  for  TPA  in  FY  1997  until  the  BIA  develops  and 
reports  to  the  Appropriations  Committees  a formula  through  which 
TPA  funds  will  be  allocated  on  the  basis  of  need.  Bars  the 
allocation  or  expenditure  of  funds  for  TPA  by  any  Federal  agency 
after  October  1,  1998,  except  in  accordance  with  a need-based 
formula  that  takes  into  account  all  tribal  business  revenues, 
including  gaming,  of  each  tribe  receiving  TPA  funds." 

And  (2) 

"(Sec.  120)  Provides  that  the  receipt  by  an  Indian  tribe  of 
TPA  funding  from  the  BIA's  Operation  of  Indian  Programs  account 
under  this  Act  shall:  (1)  waive  any  claim  of  immunity  by  such 
tribe;  (2)  subject  such  tribe  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  U.S. 
courts  and  grant  the  consent  of  the  United  States  to  the 
maintenance  of  suit  and  jurisdiction  of  such  courts  irrespective 
of  the  issue  of  tribal  immunity;  and  (3)  grant  U.S.  district 
courts  original  jurisdiction  of  all  civil  actions  brought  by  or 
against  any  tribe  or  recognized  band  where  the  matter  in 
controversy  arises  under  the  U.S.  Constitution,  laws,  or 
treaties . " 

Mr.  President,  if  the  two  "Rider's",  Sec.  118  and  Sec.  120,  are 
included  in  the  Interior  Appropriations  Bill  when  it  arrives  on 
your  desk  for  your  signature,  I ask  that  you  advocate  a sincere 
voice  of  justice  for  the  Native  American  Indian  Community  and 
their  Sovereign  Nations  and  "Veto"  the  Interior  Appropriations 
Bill,  based  on  the  grounds  that  the  two  "Rider's"  are  prejudicial 
and  present  no  form  of  justice  with  respect  to  the  needs  of 
the  Sovereign  Nations  and  have  been  submitted  by  Senator  Gorton 


who  has  a historical  record  of  administering  discriminatory 
policies  upon  and  directed  at  Indian  people. 


Mr.  President,  with  a sincere  voice,  you  have  promoted  and 
advocated  that  Americans  should  indeed  work  together  in 
building  a solid  bridge  of  unity  to  the  21st  Century,  so  that 
together  all  of  mankind  kind  would  march  into  the  next  millennium 
in  solidarity,  as  one,  however,  I am  beginning  to  see  a serious 
flaw  in  that  endeavor,  when  the  Republican  Party  continues 
to  work  the  opposite  by  installing  every  feasible  plan  that 
administer' s assimilation  polices  centuries  old,  that  are 
nothing  more  than  prejudicial  philosophies  directed  at  bringing 
down  tribal  sovereignty  and  the  complete  end  of  a culture  and 
belief,  that  has  been  one  of  America's  most  unique  heritages. 

Mr.  President,  when  the  Interior  Appropriations  Bill  arrives 
on  your  desk,  and  contains  Senator  Gorton's  two  "Rider's, 

Section  118  and  Section  120,  I ask  that  you  consider  justly  in 
favor  of  the  Sovereign  Nations  of  the  Native  American  Indians 
and  "Veto"  the  Interior  Appropriations  Bill. 

Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 

Larry  Kibby,  Program  Director 

Western  Shoshone 

Historic  Preservation  Society 

Elko  Indian  Colony 

1581  Pinenut  Circle 

Elko,  Nevada  89801 


<< <<<< 

| Larry  Kibby  - kibbey@sierra.net  [ 

| Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko,  Nevada  | 

| When  you  have  the  time,  stop  in  and  visit:  [ 

| http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/7027  | 
>>>> >> 


"RE : More  on  Brentwood"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Sep  1997  21:50:54  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  ::  MORE  BRENTWOOD  & FEEDBACK  DIGEST 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

MORE  BRENTWOOD  GRAVES  & RELATED  INFO 
& FEEDBACK  DIGEST  & FOR  YOUR  INFO 

Sub j : Re:  N.A.S.L.  --  MORE  ON  BRENTWOOD  GRAVES 

Date:  97-09-03  08:29:32  EDT 

From:  Mrninglri 

To:  Miketben 

Mike, 

The  man  my  husband  spoke  with  last  week  who  is  one  of  the  construction 
workers,  said  that  they  ARE  moving  the  bodies  on  a daily  basis.  He  said  they 
are  being  moved  to  another  site  on  the  same  property. 

I don't  know  a lot  about  architecture  and  building  (plumbing  excluded)  but 
there  was  enough  room  on  the  other  side  of  the  building  to  put  this  parking 
lot.  Has  anyone  heard  why  this  can't  be  done? 

Anyway,  I thought  long  and  hard  before  doing  this,  but  I figured  if  people 
could  actually  see  the  destruction  that  is  going  on  out  there,  it  would  seem 
more  real  to  them,  so  I took  pictures  of  the  site  Sunday.  I won't  send  them 
out  in  a group  mailing,  so  if  anyone  wishes  to  see  for  themselves  just  what 


we  are  talking  about  here,  e mail  me  and  let  me  know. 

Pink  flags  represented  artifacts  and/or  bodies  found ... .there  were  more 
pink  flags  than  you  could  count.  These  pictures  will  show  that,. 

Sub j : Names  and  addresses-  Tennessee-  State  and  Federal 

Date:  97-09-02  09:42:37  EDT 

From:  ErthAvengr 

To:  NASC  Swan,  Ondamitag, 

Hello,  Everyone! 

I have  enclosed  names  and  addresses-  Tennessee-  both  State  and  Federal. 

The  web  site  is  given  for  the  State  and  Senate  members  as  there  are  many 
pages.  If  you  would  like  specific  members  addresses  from  a certain  district 
right  away  please  let  me  know.  As  I do  not  have  a scanner,  it  will  take  me  a 
little  time  to  get  all  of  those  members  typed.  I wanted  you  to  have  this  part 
now  so  contact  with  these  members  would  not  wait. 

Many  prayers  sent  out!!! 

Erth 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
TENNESSEE  LISTING  OF  HOUSE  AND  SENATE  MEMBERS 

FEDERAL  AND  STATE 

STATE : 

GOVERNOR: 

Don  Sundquist:  State  Capital,  1st.  Floor.,  Nashville,  Tn.  37243 
Ph:  (615)741-2001 

E-mail : dsunquist@mall . state. Tn . us 

Web  page:  http://www.state.tn.us/governor 

HOUSE:  http://www.legislature.state.tn.us/House/Members.html  -4  pages 
SENATE : http : //www. legislature . state. tn . us/Senate/Members /Members . htm-  1 
l/2pages 
FEDERAL: 

HOUSE : http : //www .house . gov/MemberWWW . html 
Ed  Bryant:  (R-7th.dist)  Rm.408,  Cannon  House  Office 

Bldg. Washington, D.C. 20037-4207  Ph:  (202)225-2811.  5909  Shelby  Oaks  Drive, 

Suite  213,  Memphis  TN  38134  Ph : (901)  382-5811  Website: 
http : //www . house . gov . bry ant /contact . htm 

Bob  Clement:  (D-5th.dist)  Rm.2229  Rayburn  House  Office  Bldg. 

Washington,D.C. 20515-4205  . 3360  S.  Courthouse,  801  Broadway,  Nashville, TN 
37203 

Ph:  (615)  736-5295,  E-mail:  jjduncan@hr.house.gov 
Web  site:  http://www.house.gov/clement/contact/htm 

3ohn  3.  Duncan  Dr:  (R-2nd.dist)  2400  Rayburn  House  Office  Bldg.  Washington 
D.C. 20515  Ph:  )202)225-5435  Tennessee:  3 offices-  Knoxville,  Maryville, 
Athens 

E-mail:  jjduncan@hr.house.gov 

Web  site:  http://www.house.gov/duncan/contact.htm 

Harold  Ford:  (D-9th  dist)  1523  Longworth  House  Office  Bldg.  Washington 
D.C. 20515 

Ph:  (202)  225-3265  E-mail:  from  web  site- 
http:  www . house . gov/ f or d/ford staff . htm 

Tennessee  address:  167  N.  Main  ST.  Suite  369,  Memphis  TN.  38103  Ph:  (901) 
544-4131 

Bart  Gordon:  (D-6th.dist)  Rm  2201,  Rayburn  House  Office  Bldg.  Washington  D.C. 
20515  E-mail:  bart@hr.house.gov 

Website:  http://www.house.gov/gordon/  (will  only  respond  to  constituents) 

Van  Hilleary:  (R-4th.Dist)  114  Cannon  House  Office  Bldg.  Washington,D.C. 20515 
Ph:  (202)  225-6831  Tennessee  : Morristown,  Crossville,  Tullahoma 


E-mail:  hilleary@hr.house.gov 

Web  site:  http://www.house.gov/hilleary/contact.html 

William  lenkins:  (R-lst.Dist)  Rm.1708  Longworth  House  Office  Bldg. Washington 
D.C. 20515  Apparently  does  not  have  a website. 

John  Tanner  : (D-8th.  Dist)  Rm.1127  Longworth  House  Office  Bldg. 
Washington,D.C.  20515  Ph:  (202)  225-4714  Tennessee:  Union  City,  Dackson, 
Memphis  Web  site:  http://www.house.gov/tanner/constitu.htm 

Zach  Wamp:  (D-8th.Dist)  423  Cannon  House  Office  Bldg.  Washington  D.C.  20515 
Ph:  (202)  225-3271  Tennessee:  Chattanooga,  Oak  Ridge 
Web  site:  http://www.house.gov/wamp/contact.html 

SENATE: 

Bill  Frist:  (R-TN)  Senate  Dirksen  Bldg.  Rm.  565,  Washington  D.C.  20510  Ph: 
(202)224-3344  E-mail:  senatorf rist@f rist . senate . gov 

Fred  Thompson:  (R-TN)  Senate  Dirksen  Office  Bldt.  Rm.  523,  Washington, D.C. 
20510  Ph:  (202)  224-4944 

E-mail:  senatorthompson@thompson . senate.gov 

Miscellaneous:  Web  site  for  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 

http : //www.doi . gov/index. html 

From:  NASC  Swan 

Sub j : Re:  Brentwood  Graves  Issue//Feedback  Digest 
To:  FirehairSS 

FireHairSS: 

I have  seen  the  recent  mailings  in  re:  Brentwood.  I am  concerned  and  am 
hoping  that  with  your  help  the  CONFUSION  of  my  aol  online  names  with  some  one 
elses  will  be  cleared  up  with  this  letter. 

#1-  NASC  is  not  N.A.S.L.  nor  affiliated  with  it. 

#2-  ISwanMoon  and  NASC  SWAN  are  the  only  TWO  names  that  I have  on 
AOL.  I am  not  DAKKASWAN  and  I should  not  be  receiving  her  mail. 

#3-  I have  read  the  works  of  the  Red  Stick  Confederacy  - good  things 

however,  in  the  length  of  time  that  I have  been  online,  I have  seen 
many  grave  sites  fought  for.  I have  seen  many  people  come  together 
to  help  both  in  email  and  standing  up  for  their  beliefs  and  the  right 
to  retain  that  which  has  been  given  to  them  by  treaty  or  otherwise. 

This  is  the  first  group  I have  encountered  which  has  a web  site  requesting 
funding.  When  the  issue  of  money  comes  up  - there  is  also  a RED  FLAG  of 
ALARM.  They  say  that  they  can  receive  up  to  $30,000.00  per  year.  I have 
received  a letter  from  a gentleman  with  NAGPRA  who  has  offered  to  help  viable 
groups  of  this  nature  and  have  forwarded  this  letter  to  GHBogan  (Brentwood), 
NatLadySpt(Brentwood)  and  TallEagle  (Nashville). 

I believe  that  the  Brentwood  area  is  one  which  needs  the  voices  of  ALL  the 
people  to  help  stop  what  is  going  on  there.  More  than  40,000  graves  are 
endangered  and  these  graves  are  not  just  the  graves  of  the  Cherokee.  As  the 
news  has  shown,  approximately  30  graves  have  already  been  harmed.  It  is 
hardest  to  fight  when  the  graves  are  already  opened  and  therefore,  we  need 
more  people  to  take  a stand  - in  voice  and  in  body. 

In  the  past,  it  was  asked,  when  the  bones  and  funerary  items  were 
repatriated,  that  we  have  many  burial  blankets  or  scarves  sewn  and  sent  to 
the  REZ  where  the  bones  would  be  buried. 

This  is  not  the  time  to  be  arguing  over  who  these  people  are  that  stop  the 
grave  diggers  from  harming  our  Ancestor's  Bones.  This  is  the  time  to  stand 
with  them  and  make  our  voices  loud  and  clear. 

Swan 


RE:  Our  Ancestor's  Bones" 


From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Date:  Wed,  3 Sep  1997  07:53:13  -0400  (EDT) 

Sub  j : NASC  NEWS:  Our  Ancestor's  Bones Tennessee  & Virginia 

OOOOOOONASC  NEWS  MAI LINGC ><><>< ><><><> 

Sub j : NEWS 

Date:  97-09-03  05:48:05  EDT 

From:  SbrWarrior 

To:  NASC  Swan 

Cherokee  Yesterday  and  Today 

Cherokee,  NC  - Lands  once  claimed  centuries  ago  by  the  Cherokee  Nation 
encompassed  parts  of  what  are  now  eight  states:  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Alabama,  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  West 
Virginia.  The  total  land  area  was  estimated  to  be  about  135,000  square 
miles.  In  contrast,  today  only  56,000  acres  of  their  original  homeland 
comprise  the  Qualla  Boundary,  more  commonly  referred  to  as  the  Cherokee 
Indian  Reservation,  in  western  North  Carolina..  When  visitors  arrive  on 
the  reservation,  they  are  entering  a sovereign  land  held  in  trust 
specifically  for  the  Tribe  by  the  United  States  Government.  This  land  was 
purchased  by  a non-Indian,  by  the  name  of  Will  Thomas,  who  in  the  late 
1800s,  presented  the  land  to  the  Cherokee  people. 

Long  before  Columbus  arrived  in  the  New  World,  the  Cherokee  were  already 
inhabiting  a vast  area  that  included  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains.  To  the 
Cherokee,  this  area  was  known  as  "sha-cona-ge"  or  the  "land  of  the  blue 
mist  (or  smoke)". 

The  Great  Smokies  are  still  home  to  the  Cherokee,  but  thousands  of  non- 
Indians  have  moved  into  the  area  and  developed  the  region  during  the  past 
one  hundred  years.  About  ninety  percent  of  the  Great  Smokies  lie  within 
the  borders  of  western  North  Carolina  and  a small  amount  is  in  Tennessee 
that  is  a geographic  surprise  to  many.  Bordered  on  the  North  by  the  Great 
Smoky  Mountains  National  Park,  the  reservation  today  boasts  of  development 
uncommon  on  Indian  lands  throughout  the  United  States.  Tourism  is  the 
mainstay  of  the  economy  with  about  seventy-five  percent  of  the  tribe's 
revenues  derived  from  this  industry.  Nearly  three  hundred  and  fifty 
businesses  hold  "trader's  licenses"  and  collect  a six  percent  tribal  levy 
on  sales.  No  other  sales  tax,  such  as  the  six  percent  North  Carolina  sales 
tax,  apply  within  the  Boundary.  Since  the  late  1940s,  visitation  to 
Cherokee  has  grown  and  spurred  an  annual  increase  in  tourist-related 
businesses.  Today,  the  reservation  has  47  motels,  about  100  cabins  and  28 
campgrounds,  numerous  restaurants,  shops,  cultural  and  non-cultural 
attractions,  service  stations  and  more.  Six  major  motel  properties  are 
located  on  the  reservation:  Best  Western,  Days  Inn,  Holiday  Inn,  Comfort 
Inn,  Hampton  Inn,  Quality  Inn,  Budgetel  Inn,  Econolodge  and  Comfort  Suites, 
is  scheduled  for  mid-1994.  Major  campgrounds  include  Kampground  of 
America  and  Yogi  Bear. 

The  Cherokee  living  on  the  reservation  are  known  as  the  Eastern  Band  of 
Cherokee  Indians  and  are  descendants  of  the  approximately  one  thousand 
Cherokee  who  hid  in  these  mountains  to  avoid  forced  removal  to  Oklahoma  on 
the  infamous  "Trail  of  Tears"  during  the  late  1830s.  Today  approximately 
11,000  Cherokee  are  enrolled  members  of  the  tribe. 

Their  language,  both  spoken  and  written,  is  no  longer  in  danger  of 
becoming  extinct  as  it  was  only  a generation  ago  and  visitors  may  hear  it 
spoken  at  attractions  such  as  the  Oconaluftee  Indian  Village  and  during 
the  outdoor  drama  "Unto  These  Hills".  It  is  a required  subject  in  Cherokee 
schools  and  universities  such  as  Western  Carolina  University  in  Cullowhee, 
North  Carolina,  have  it  as  part  of  their  curriculum.  Unlike  the  tribes  of 
the  north  plains  and  others,  the  Cherokee  were  not  nomadic,  they  called 
themselves  Ani ' -Yun 'wiya,  the  Principal  People.  They  traced  their  descent 
through  the  women  in  their  society  and  they  lived  in  the  mother's 
household,  in  contrast  to  the  European  method  that  traced  both  the  men  and 
women . 

Spanish  explorer  Hernando  de  Soto's  entry  into  Cherokee  territory  in 
1540  changed  forever  the  way  the  Cherokee  lived.  His  quest  for  gold. 


silver  and  other  forms  of  wealth  in  the  name  of  Spain  brought  disease, 
death  and  misery  to  Native  Americans.  Believing  the  Indians  were 
withholding  information  about  Cherokee  wealth  and  location  of  mines,  de 
Soto's  men  killed  some  Indians  and  enslaved  others.  Diseases  carried  by 
the  foreigners  brought  about  the  demise  of  about  95  percent  of  the  native 
population  during  the  first  200  years  of  European  presence  that  means  that 
for  every  one  hundred  Native  Americans  who  lived  in  1492,  there  were  only 
five  in  1692.  Volumes  have  been  written  about  the  Cherokee  people  and 
their  known  struggles  since  the  first  encounters  with  the  white  man.  Today 
they  continue  to  struggle  in  a non-Indian  society  while  attempting  to 
avoid  severance  of  their  unique  and  often  tragic  past.  As  tourism  grows, 
so  does  the  prosperity  and  future  of  the  Cherokee  people. 

It  was  the  designation  of  the  Smokies  as  a National  Park  and  the 
development  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Parkway  that  caused  Cherokee  to  become 
tourism-minded  in  the  late  1940s.  As  visitors  came  to  enjoy  the  Park  and 
the  unique  Parkway,  services  were  needed  for  the  visitors  who  arrived  via 
two  highways--US441  and  US19.  Nearly  50  years  later,  tourism  is  still  the 
economic  lifeblood  of  the  Cherokee  people. 

All  business  locations  within  the  Qualla  Boundary  are  Indian-owned  but, 
by  the  authority  of  the  Tribal  Council,  Indians  can  lease  their  buildings 
or  businesses  to  non-Indians.  Even  as  the  Reservation  continues  to  grow 
and  develop,  the  Cherokee  people  rightfully  can  continue  to  claim  the 
status  of  "original  inhabitants"  of  the  vast  and  beautiful  Smoky  Mountains 
Many  books  about  the  Cherokee  are  available  at  several  museums  and  stores 
on  the  reservation.  For  complete  visitor  information  about  Cherokee, 
contact  the  Cherokee  Visitor  Center,  P.  0.  Box  460,  Cherokee,  NC  28719  or 
phone  1-800-438-1601. 

<><><><><><><> 

Date:  97-09-02  12:21:05  EDT 

From:  Watergrdnr 

To:  dsunquist@mall. state. tn. us 

CC:  DOXART,  jjduncan@hr.house.gov,  bart@hr.house.gov 

CC:  hilleary@hr .house.gov,  senatorfrist.senate.gov 

Dear  Governor  Sundquist, 

As  a genealogy  researcher  of  my  family  lines,  I know  that  several  of  my 
lines  were  among  the  first  families  in  Tennessee.  I have  always  been  very 
proud  that  they  were.  My  gggggm,  who  was  full  blooded  Cherokee  but 
married  into  the  white  man's  world,  lived  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and 
Kentucky. 

Today  I am  very  happy  that  she  lived  a little  north  of  Tennessee  after  I 

have  learned  of  the  cavalier  manner  in  which  the  federal  government, 

the  state  of  Tennessee,  and  some  of  the  counties  and  cities  in  Tennessee 
are  treating  the  consecrated  grounds  of  Native  Americans.  What  a horrible 
way  to  repay  the  first  inhabitants  of  this  soil,  inhabitants  from  whom  we 
took  the  land  and  confined  them  to  land  that  we  thought  was  worthless. 

What  a shock  it  was  to  us  brilliant  Europeans  when  we  learned  that  there 
was  black  gold  on  some  of  that  "worthless  land".  What  a further  shock  it 
was  to  learn  that  our  treaties  which  were  written  with  no  consideration 
for  the  native  Americans  allowed  some  of  them  to  open  casinos  on  that 
"worthless  land"  where  they  are  able  to  make  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars.  I am  fascinated  by  the  whiners  who  now  say  that  it  is  unfair  for 

the  Native  Americans  to  make  all  that  money  and  not  share  it  with  the 

white  man.  Is  it  their  position  that  they  would  share  with  the  Native 
Americans  if  the  positions  were  reversed?  Current  actions  suggest  more 
than  a little  hypocrasy. 

All  the  Native  Americans  ask  is  to  keep  what  little  they  received  from 
the  Europeans  and  to  keep  their  ancestors  in  the  sacred  ground  where  they 
were  buried.  There  is  plenty  of  land  in  Tennessee  for  the  builders, 
investors,  and  others  who  want  to  disturb  hallowed  ground.  It  is 
unfortunate  for  the  native  Americans  that  some  of  them  are  buried  on  land 
that  has  become  very  valuable  since  they  died.  It  is  even  more 
unfortunate  that  they  do  not  have  the  power  or  money  and  the  voting  booth 
to  influence  the  politicians. 

I think  it  is  time  for  the  government  to  hold  its  head  high,  bite  the 


bullet,  and  keep  those  remains  where  they  were  placed  many  years  ago,  on 
their  land,  not  ours.  Please  do  everything  you  can  do  to  help  the 
helpless . 

Sincerely, 

Do  Ann  Bowen  Russu 
P.0.  Box  272051 
Houston,  Texas  77277-2051 
Watergrdnr(3aol . com 
<><><><><><><> 

Sub j : NEWS 

Date:  97-09-02  20:00:14  EDT 

From:  SbrWarrior 

To:  NASC  Swan 

Sodak  Resumes  Casino  Equipment  and  Systems  Salws  in  New  Mexico  RAPID  CITY, 
S.D.,  Sept.  2 /PRNewswire/  --  Following  the  publication  of  10  Native 
American  gaming  compacts  in  the  Federal  Register  on  August  29,  1997,  Sodak 
Gaming,  Inc.  (Nasdaq:  SODK)  announced  today  it  is  resuming  product  sales 
and  distribution  activities  with  compacted  Native  American  pueblos  and 
tribes  in  New  Mexico.  Shipments  of  electronic  gaming  devices  and 
ancillary  products  are  expected  to  begin  in  early  September  1997. 
Installation  and  activation  of  additional  wide  area  progressive  machines 
on  the  interstate  Native  American  systems  implemented  by  Sodak  are 
expected  to  begin  in  late  September  1997. 

These  compacts  conform  to  the  legislation  passed  by  the  New  Mexico 
legislature  last  March  and  settle  a conflict  between  New  Mexico's  governor 
and  legislature.  That  conflict  resulted  in  a federal  court's  action  that 
nullified  the  then  existing  compacts,  which  interrupted  the  expansion  of 
Indian  gaming  in  the  state. 

"We  welcome  this  opportunity  to  proceed  with  full  service  to  our 
customers  in  New  Mexico,"  said  Roland  W.  Gentner,  president  and  chief 
operating  officer  of  Sodak.  "In  addition  to  the  introduction  of  new  games 
and  technology  that  have  entered  the  marketplace  since  1995,  we  are 
particularly  excited  to  offer  new  wide  area  progressive  systems  in  this 
market.  Based  on  our  successful  experience  with  Megabucks  and 
Quartermania  in  New  Mexico,  we  believe  newer  systems  such  as  Fabulous  50's, 
Wheel  of  Fortune,  Wheel  of  Gold,  High  Rollers  and  Nickelmania  could  also 
be  successful." 

Gentner  continued,  "We  believe  that  the  convenience  of  our  one-stop, 
single-source  shopping,  the  quality  of  our  products  and  systems,  our 
technical  expertise  and  responsive  service  will  provide  our  customers  the 
assistance  they  need  as  they  expand  current  casinos  and  establish  new  ones. 

We  believe  that  Indian  gaming  entertainment  in  New  Mexico  will  continue 
to  flourish  and  expand  and  also  presents  further  opportunity  for  economic 
growth,  job  creation  and  revenue  support  for  tribes  and  pueblos,"  Gentner 
concluded . 

The  New  Mexico  compacts  allow  full  Nevada-style  casinos.  Sodak  offers  a 
comprehensive  line  of  gaming  machines,  wide  area  progressive  systems, 
accounting  and  player  tracking  systems,  and  other  products  and  systems 
used  in  all  aspects  of  modern  casino  facilities,  including  restaurant, 
lounge,  surveillance,  control  and  business  functions.  The  wide  area 
progressive  systems  provided  by  Sodak  are  currently  in  operation  in  four 
of  the  existing  New  Mexico  casinos. 

Sodak  Gaming,  Inc.  is  an  international  gaming  company  providing 
equipment  and  wide  area  progressive  systems  and  operating  casinos,  gaming 
halls  and  routes  and  maintains  a dominant  share  in  the  Native  American 
gaming  equipment  market. 

Cautionary  Notice:  This  release  contains  forward-looking  statements 
reflecting  the  Company's  expectations  or  beliefs  concerning  future  events 
which  could  materially  affect  Company  performance  in  the  future.  The 
Company  cautions  that  these  and  similar  statements  involve  risk  and 
uncertainties  and  are  qualified  by  important  factors,  including 
competitive  pressures,  unfavorable  changes  in  regulatory  structures,  and 
general  risks  associated  with  business,  which  could  cause  actual  results 
to  differ  materially  from  those  in  the  forward-looking  statement. 
Forward-looking  statements  are  made  in  the  context  of  information 


available  as  of  the  date  stated.  The  Company  undertakes  no  obligation  to 
update  or  revise  such  statements  to  reflect  new  circumstances  or 
unanticipated  events  as  they  occur. 

SOURCE  Sodak  Gaming,  Inc. 

CO:  Sodak  Gaming,  Inc. 

ST:  South  Dakota,  New  Mexico 
09/02/97  07:31  EDT  http://www.prnewswire.com 
<><><><><><><> 

Sub  j : The  Mattaponi  Indian  Tribe  and  Proposed  King  William  County  Reservoir 
Date:  97-09-03  02:49:25  EDT 
From:  SNOWDEER36 

The  Honorable  Ronald  C.  Forehand 
Senior  Assistant  Attorney  General 
Office  of  the  Attorney  General 
900  East  Main  Street 
Richmond,  Virginia  23219 

RE:  The  Mattaponi  Indian  Tribe  and  Proposed  King  William  County  Reservoir 
Dear  Mr.  Forehand: 

As  a concerned  members  of  the  tribes  of  the  U.S.,  I express  my  strong 
opposition  to  a proposed  reservoir  in  King  William  County  which  would 
drastically  affect  the  Mattaponi  Indian  Tribe.  This  is  a very  unjust 
project  being  pushed  on  this  Tribe  and  is  a definite  violation  of  treaties 
dating  back  as  far  as  1646. 

The  environmental  impact  is  damaging  and  unacceptable  in  all  facets  of 
this  project:  destruction  of  over  400  acres  of  wetlands  and  1,526  acres  of 
upland  habitat  forests;  endangering  wildlife  such  as  deer,  beaver,  geese. 
Bald  Eagle  nests.  There  is  no  real  knowledge  of  the  potential  effects  of 
water  withdrawals  (75  million  gallons  per  day)  from  the  Mattaponi  River. 
However,  the  increase  in  the  salinity  of  water  will  cause  the  destruction 
of  500  individual  plants  in  Gametes  Creek  Marsh. 

More  than  a hundred  Native  American  archaeological  sites  (some  burial 
grounds)  dating  back  8,000  years  will  be  inundated.  This  represents  the 
Tribe's  unwritten  history.  It  is  very  biased  to  disregard  the  passionate 
and  sincere  feelings  the  Mattaponi  Indians  have  for  their  ancestors. 

The  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  need  to  consider  the 
Mattaponi  Indian  Tribe  and  their  heritage  by  not  allowing  the  inter-basin 
transfer  of  water.  The  localities  that  are  looking  for  their  future  needs 
of  water  are  impounding  a great  injustice  upon  the  forbearers  of  our 
land.  Concerned  human  beings  will  find  the  correct  way  to  respect  the 
laws  of  nature.  Virginia's  Mattaponi  Indian  Tribe  Is  being  threatened  as 
never  before. 

In  essence,  I request  all  legislation  be  blocked  and  vetoed.  Do 
whatever  is  necessary  to  terminate  the  intrusion  on  this  Indian  nation. 
Thank  you  in  advance  for  your  attention  to  any  and  all  circumstances 
regarding  this  matter.  Let's  all  "Save  the  Mattapon"! 

Sincerely, 

<><><><><><><> 

The  NASC  Mailing  list  is  a free  news  subscription  mailing  list.  If  you  wis 
to  be  removed  or  added  to  this  listing,  simply  email  NASCSwan@aol.com. 

"RE : Apache  Elder  Arrested  on  Mt.  Graham"  

Date:  Thu,  04  Sep  97  09:41:37  PDT 
From:  Robert  Witzeman 
Sub j : news  release 

UUCP  email 

Apaches  for  Cultural  Preservation 

P.O.  Box  249 

San  Carlos  AZ  85550 


News  Release:  Sept.  2,  1997 

University  of  Arizona  Detains  Apache  leader  for  praying  on  Mt. Graham 
Apaches  for  Cultural  Preservation  spokesperson  Wendsler  Nosie  cited  for 
Trespassing  on  Apache  Sacred  Mountain  by  University  of  Arizona  police. 

On  Saturday,  Aug.  30,  Mr.  Nosie  was  detained  by  University 
police  officers  while  returning  from  the  mountain  where  he  had 
been  praying.  Mr.  Nosie  was  detained  on  the  telescope  access 
road  which  he  was  using  to  escape  an  impending  hailstorm. 

Mr.  Nosie  was  cited  for  trespassing  and  ordered  to  appear  in  a 
Safford,  AZ  court  on  Sept.  11. 

Said  Mr.  Nosie,  "Mt.  Graham  is  sacred  to  us.  For  an  Apache  to  be 
detained  and  cited  for  praying  on  our  sacred  mountain  by  a public 
University  is  an  outrageous  act.  Apaches  have  been  praying  on 
Mt.  Graham  since  time  immemorial ...  It  is  our  religious  right." 

Mt.  Graham  is  sacred  to  the  traditional  Apache.  Mt.  Graham  is 
located  in  Southeast  Arizona  on  land  now  managed  by  the  U.S. 

Forest  Service.  Mt.  Graham  is  in  the  heart  of  traditional  Apache 
lands . 

University  of  Arizona  astronomers  are  building  a telescope  project 
on  land  sacred  to  the  traditional  Apache.  The  University  has 
twice  gone  to  Congress  for  exemptions  from  cultural  and 
environmental  laws  in  order  to  build  their  telescopes  on  Mt. 

Graham. 

The  University,  as  well  as  the  Forest  Service,  knew  from  the 
planning  stages  of  the  telescope  project  that  the  telescopes 
would  violate  Apache  religious  beliefs.  The  University  astronomers  have 
ignored  all  Apache  appeals  for  respect  of  their  religious 
beliefs . 

Nearly  every  Apache  traditional  spiritual  leader  signed  a petition 
stating: 

We  the  undersigned  spiritual  leaders  of  the  Apache  people 
acknowledge  the  central  sacred  importance  of  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An 
(Mt.  Graham)  to  the  traditional  religious  practice  of  the  Apache. 

We  oppose  the  Mt.  Graham  telescope  project  because  it  will 
interfere  with  the  ability  of  the  traditional  Apache  to  practice  their 
religion . 

The  UA  is  joined  in  the  telescope  project  by  the  Vatican, 

Germany's  Max  Planck  institute  and  Italy's  Arcetri  Observatory. 

Ohio  State  U.  is  considering  rejoining  the  project  having  withdrawn 
once  before. 

Please  contact:  Wendsler  Nosie,  (520)  475  2494  or 
(520)  475  2545 

+++++*********************** 

KOLA  (International  Campaign  Office) 

Van  Boeckel  St.  20 
B-1140  Brussels 
Belgium 

Tel&Fax  +32-2-241-8322 
Email  : kolahq@skynet.be 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER! ! ! 

FREE  WOLVERINE! ! ! 

"RE : Remember  Dudley  George"  

Date:  Sun,  7 Sep  1997  12:13:56  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Remember  Dudley  George:  March  17,  1957-Sept.  6,  1995 

-S. I .S. I. S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
September  6,  1997  Bulletin 


REMEMBER  DUDLEY  GEORGE! 


On  September  6,  1995,  Dudley  George  was  brutally  gunned  down  by  Ontario 
Provincial  Police  (OPP)  officer  Kenneth  Deane.  George  was  among  the 
Aazhoodenaang  Enjibaajig  - the  Stoney  Point  People  - who  peacefully 
reoccupied  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  after  it  had  closed  for  the  season  in 
1995.  They  were  protecting  sacred  burial  grounds  located  there.  None  were 
armed.  On  the  night  of  September  6th,  after  a meeting  of  government 
officials,  the  OPP  opened  fire  on  the  Stoney  Pointers,  killing  Dudley 
George. 

Deane  was  sentenced  to  only  180  hours  of  community  service  for  killing 
George.  The  Ontario  government  continues  to  refuse  demands  for  a public 
inquiry  into  the  incident. 

Last  May,  more  than  a dozen  George  family  members  and  close  friends  filed 
victim  impact  statements.  The  following  are  edited  excerpts  from  the 
victim  impact  statement  released  to  reporters  by  Maynard  Sam  George,  an 
elder  brother  of  Dudley  George,  which  appeared  in  the  August,1997  edition 
of  Anishnabek  News. 


My  brother  Dudley  was  born  on  March  17,  1957.  Because  it  was  St.  Patrick's 
Day,  my  mother  named  our  baby  brother  Anthony  Dudley  O'brien.  We  gave  our 
brother  the  nickname  Dudley,  on  behalf  of  Dudley  Dorignt,  the  RCMP 
cartoon.  Dudley  was  the  eighth  of  our  10  brothers  and  sisters.  But  all  of 
the  children  of  Stoney  Point  always  knew  that  it  broke  our  parents'  hearts 
when  they  were  taken  off  their  land. 

My  father  told  Dudley  stories  about  the  way  the  federal  government  moved 
his  family  off  their  land  at  Stoney  Point  when  he  was  16.  Our  father  told 
us  that  it  was  his  dream  to  return  there. 

My  father  told  him  that  this  was  our  land.  He  also  told  him  that  the 
government  had  promised  to  return  it,  but  50  years  had  gone  by  and  they 
never  had. 

In  1993,  Dudley  was  one  of  a group  of  Stoney  Pointers  who  occupied  the 
east  side  of  the  (former)  military  base.  Dudley  told  me  he  was  living  at 
the  base  for  our  dad. 

I must  speak  about  the  impact  of  Dudley's  killing  on  our  children.  We  have 
tried  to  raise  the  next  generation  of  Native  children  to  believe  that 
things  were  slowly  getting  better  in  Canada. 

We  have  tried  to  give  them  more  faith  in  the  government  and  the  police 
than  our  parents  had. 

The  bullet  that  Sgt.  Deane  used  to  kill  Dudley  also  killed  some  of  our 
hopes.  Our  young  children  now  fear  the  police.  We  see  them  thinking  of  the 
police  as  soldiers  who  killed  the  uncle  they  loved;  killed  him  like  an 
enemy . 

Will  I ever  be  able  to  say  "Now  my  brother  can  rest  in  peace?" 

I know  one  thing  for  sure,  I will  never  be  able  to  sit  down  and  talk  to  my 
brother  again.  I will  never  be  able  to  give  him  a hug. 


+++++WE  REMEMBER  DUDLEY  GEORGE+++++ 

For  more  information  on  the  Stoney  Point  incident: 

http: //kafka . uvic . c a/~vipirg/S ISIS/ Ipperwash /a rch01. html 
To  sign  a petition  demanding  a public  inquiry  into  the  incident,  send  an 
email  to  sisis@envirolink.org  with  "Petition"  in  the  subject  line  and  "I 
support  the  petition  for  a full  public  inquiry  into  the  events  surrounding 
the  shooting  death  of  Dudley  George,"  your  name,  and  your  address  in  the 
body  of  the  message.  To  view  the  petition  text,  visit: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/S ISIS/ Ipperwash/ spipetit . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 


RE:  Gustafsen  Retrospective 


Date:  Sun,  7 Sep  1997  11:50:28  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Gustafsen  Retrospective:  August  29,  1995 
Status:  RO 

-S. I .S. I. S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
September  7,  1997  Bulletin 

GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  ISN'T  OVER  : A RETROSPECTIVE  - AUGUST  29TH  1995 

"Mercredi  said  RCMP  were  advancing  plans  to  invade  an  illegal  camp  of 
armed  native  Indians  because  of  white  public  opinion  - They  told  me  that 
they  have  to  go  ahead  for  two  reasons  - one,  they  don't  want  to  set  a 
precedent.  And  two,  they  are  saying  white  public  opinion  demands  it." 

- Assembly  of  First  Nations  'Grand  Chief'  Ovide  Mercredi 
Vancouver  Sun  p.A3 

"The  allegations  of  police  and  government  wrong  doings  are  so  serious 
that  there  is  no  question  there  should  be  a public  inquiry  into  whether 
or  not  the  rule  of  law  was  respected." 

Canadian  Forum  Magazine  - April  1997 

WE  WILL  NEVER  FORGET  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  : A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  NOW! 

Two  years  ago  the  governments  of  British  Columbia  and  Canada  were  mounting 
the  largest  paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian  history  against  a small 
group  of  Indigenous  and  non-native  resisters  occupying  sacred,  unceded 
Sundance  grounds  at  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake).  A massive  cover  up  has  thus 
far  kept  the  truth  from  public  view.  After  a corrupt  and  bizarre  kangaroo 
court  process  during  which  they  were  denied  their  counsel  of  choice,  an 
acknowledged  expert  in  international  and  constitutional  law.  Defenders  are 
being  held  as  political  prisoners.  World  wide,  supporters  have  called  for 
their  release  and  a full  public  inquiry  with  international  supervision.  In 
the  interest  of  furthering  this  inquiry  call  - we  look  back. 

TWO  YEARS  AGO:  DAY  10  OF  THE  SIEGE  --  AUGUST  29,  1995 

[comments  in  squared  brackets  are  S.I.S.I.S.  additions] 

"August  29th:  0830  hrs;  Emergency  meeting  at  operations  centre  in 
Kamloops" 

"the  shooting  on  Sunday  was  "an  incredible  lesson:  we  must  increase 
communications:  two  briefings  a day  henceforward .. .We  can't  tell  anyone 
when  'D'  Day  is... We  need  a media  strategy.  We  must  have  the 
understanding  of  the  public  based  on  feedback. . .This  is  more  like  Waco 
than  Oka:  we're  dealing  with  a cult  here." 

--Officer  Commanding  (OC)  Kamloops  Sub-Division  Superintendent  Len  Olfert 

"August  29th,  1995  0830hrs;  I called  Stephen  Owen  the  DAG  [NDP  Deputy 
Attorney  General  of  British  Columbia  (Justice)]  and  updated  him...  If  at 
any  time  we  feel  that  there  is  a role  for  the  DAG  then  he  is  willing  to 
help.  He  stated  he  feels  he  is  in  a non-partisan  role  in  the  Government 
and  may  be  able  to  assist  us  as  a result.  I will  update  him  later  today 
on  any  further  developments." 

--notes  of  RCMP  Assistant  Commissioner  Dennis  Brown 

"August  29th,  1995,  0900  hrs;  I had  a meeting  with  the  CO  [Commanding 
Officer  ' E ' Division  Deputy  Commissioner  Dennis  Farrell]  and  Chief  Supt. 
Johnston...  The  aboriginal  community  in  BC  think  it  would  be  very  wrong  to 
bring  in  outside  people  to  contact  the  occupants  of  the  camp.  This  is  in 
reference  to  the  Ottawa  proposal  received  from  ex  Insp.  Potts...  We  should 
be  giving  the  local  native  elders  a chance  to  resolve  this  issue.  We 
should  allow  the  relatives  to  talk  to  the  relatives  in  the  camp.  This 
would  place  pressure  on  the  natives...  The  CO  asked  that  we  get  to  the 
respective  elders  and  ask  them  to  assist  us...  We  all  agreed  that  Bruce 
Clark  will  not  be  allowed  access  to  the  camp.  The  approach  to  the  Caribou 


elders  is  to  be  made  by  Supt.  Len  Olfert.  Insp.  Mahon  and  Sgt.  Price 
joined  the  meeting.  Sgt  Price  states  that  the  elders  in  the  Province 
supports  what  we  are  doing.  He  also  agreed  that  the  Caribou  elders  would 
be  best  ones  to  help  us." 

"August  29th, 1037  hrs;  Received  a call  from  Stephen  Owen,  DAG.  Advised 
him  that  we  are  pursuing  the  involvement  of  the  elders  from  the  Shuswap 
Nation  to  assist  us  in  communicating  with  the  people  in  the  camp." 

--  notes  of  Assistant  Commissioner  Brown 

"Considering  putting  negotiators  in  trailer  near  check  point  so  that 
media  cannot  monitor  radio-phone  from  100  Mile  House. . .Akwesasne  "warrior 
flag  seen  on  CBC  video...  High  profile  of  this  event  could  attract  letter 
bombers,  be  alert  of  packages,  etc,  NSIS  [RCMP  intelligence  - National 
Security  Intelligence  Service]  to  follow  up.  'Ken,  Marty  & Len'  referred 
to  on  Internet  message  -our  personnel"  --  Chief  Superintendent  Murray 
Johnston 

"Shuswap  Liaison  Group  formed."  --  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government  TNG 
compilation 

"-discussed  identifying  the  leader  of  the  Sundancers  that  taught  Percy 
Rosette  or  any  who  can  influence  him  that  this  is  not  the  ways  of  the 
Sundancers" 

--  Inspector  Perry  Edwards  - RCMP  Emergency  Response  Team  (ERT) 

"Len  [RCMP  Supt. Olfert]  advised  that  he  discussed  with  the  Psychologist 
the  pro/cons  of  letting  CLARK,  natives'  lawyer,  speak  with  the  barricaded 
people.  Dr.  Webster [' Psy-Ops ' consultant:  WACO,  MRTA  Lima,  Freemen,  FBI 
training  Academy,  Quantico  Virginia].  Len  will  let  taped  messages  into 
camp  from  relatives.  - I spoke  to  him  about  using  Elders  to  help  broker  a 
surrender ... -it  was  agreed  that  Tony  Mahon's  shop  would  do  the  ground 
work  on  it  and  present  it  to  Len.  Tony  advised  to  get  to  work  - also  work 
on  identifying  Sundancer" 

--  notes  of  RCMP  Chief  Superintendent  Murray  Johnston 

"August  29th, 1995  1545hrs;  I called  Stephen  Owen  and  gave  him  an  update 
that  all  was  quiet." 

--  notes  of  Assistant  Commissioner  Brown 

"1630  hrs;  88  military  helmets,  92  vests  and  11  bunker  shields  [NATO] 
ordered;  more  later.  Surveillance  aircraft  will  be  filming  the  camp 
continuously.  100  Kevlar  helmets,  weighting  3500  lbs,  are  shipped  by  a 
commercial  Air  Canada  flight  to  Kamloops" 

--  notes  of  Superintendent  Len  Olfert 

"uncanny  parallels  to  Waco  - diff.  colour  of  skin  - spir.  conviction... 
f**king  loons" 

--  notes  of  RCMP  Inspector  Earl  Moulton 

"Phone  call  to  Len  Olfert.  - negotiators  have  developed  an  excellent 
rapport  with  Percy  Rosette.  - negotiators  video  taped  an  interview  with 
the  camp's  lawyer  Bruce  Clark  - it  appears  that  Clark  has  a good  deal  of 
credibility  with  the  camp  - Len  has  agreed  to  allow  Clark  to  speak  to  the 
camp  by  telephone  tonight.  He  will  evaluate  the  telephone  conversation 
before  making  up  his  mind  to  allow  Clark  to  go  into  the  camp.  Len ' s 
inclination  is  to  allow  Clark  into  the  camp,  as  we  have  nothing  to 
lose.  . . " 

--  notes  of  Chief  Superintendent  Murray  Johnston 

"1807  Dennis  Ryan  advises  Bruce  Clark  interviewed  on  tape  today  - very 
coop,  -mstated  position  on  tape  that  he  wants  peaceful  resolution 
--  interview  by  Ryan, Mike  Webster,  Doug  Hartl,  Bruce  Cameron" 


"1900  Bison  tour  § Armory  - 14  tons,  approx.  $400,000,  amphib.,  up  to 
90/100  KMHj  60  (degree)  hill  or  40  (degree)side-slope,  4wd/8wd.  "on  the 
fly"  up  to  70KMH  diesel,  all  tires  run  flat/solid  rubber  in  rear.  2 crew 
approx  8 ERT  & 1 PSD  in  rear, withstand  up  to  & include  50  cal.  &all  but 
large  mines.  Not  overly  noisy  and  smooth  across  country."  Police  signs 
are  to  be  painted  on  the  front,  sides  and  rear" 

--  notes  of  Insp.  Edwards 

"Let  Clark  in... it  would  demonstrate  that  we  tried  everything" 

--  TNG  compilation 

"Charlene  Belleau  [Shuswap  Liaison  Group/First  Nations  Summit]  There  is  a 
growing  number  of  Shuswap  that  are  willing  to  insert  their  own 
intervention" 

--  notes  of  Superintendent  Len  Olfert 

2100  hrs;  "In  this  extreme  situation  the  stakes  are  too  high  for 
irresponsible  reporting.  Nobody  is  well  served,  particularly  the  general 
public,  who  deserves  balanced  and  accurate  reporting.  You  are  the 
guardians  of  the  information  going  to  the  public  but  the  the  public  does 
not  approve  of  media  that  puts  our  investigators  in  jeopardy  and  possibly 
put  lives  at  risk" 

--  RCMP  media  liaison  Peter  Montague 

2210  arrive  100  Mile  House  Det.  - met  Brian  Turner,  S/Sgt.  Martin  Sarich, 
et  al.  Sgt  Gates,  Kevin  Mann,  Brian  Hodgkin,  Ray  Wilby  working  on  ERT  OPs 
Plans  re:  1 Clark  visit  to  site  2.  possible  surrender 

"Radical  native  Indians  could  gain  more  support  for  their  political  views 
if  the  standoff  at  Gustafsen  Lake  is  settled  in  a gunfight,  prominent  BC 
Indian  leaders  said  Monday. . .Council  of  Haida  Nations  president  Miles 
Richardson  urged  non-Indians  calling  for  a quick  resolution  to  the  crisis 
to  consider  the  consequences  of  a shootout.  Most  of  BC's  native  Indian 
leaders  have  not  supported  the  Gustafsen  Lake  rebels,  but  Richardson  said 
the  frustration  over  land  claims  and  political  self-determination  is  rife 
within  Indian  communities.  'The  feelings  that  these  people  have  are  felt 
broadly  by  the  aboriginal  people,'  Richardson  said.  'It  will  intensify  and 
bring  to  the  surface  those  feelings, ' if  the  dispute  is  resolved  with 
violence,  Richardson  said...  Nuu-chah-nulth  Tribal  Council  co-chair 
Lillian  Howard  said  "From  the  native  community, there  is  going  to  be  a lot 
more  support  and  empathy  as  it  goes  on." 

--Vancouver  Sun,  August  29,  1995  Page  A3 

"We  can  only  assume  you  are  planning  a Canadian  version  of  the  infamous 
Massacre  of  Wounded  Knee... and  will  be  notifying  our  broadcasters  as  such" 
--  letter  to  BC  Premier  Mike  Harcourt:  Bald  Eagle  Defense  Committee 

"When  a people  are  acting  in  conscience  and  belief  and  the  government 
assaults  them  from  arrogance,  prejudice,  intolerance,  or  impatience,  the 
government  and  its  leadership  will  be  condemned  in  history  for  its 
disservice  to  peace,  democracy,  liberty  and  humanity. 

"I  urge  you  to  act  immediately  to  defuse  a dangerous  situation,  to 
begin  dialogue  and  to  seek  arbitration  of  all  issues  perhaps  by  an 
independent  and  impartial  panel  comprised  of  no  Canadians  and  no  Indians" 
--  Ex  US  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark  to  BC  Attorney  General  Dosanjh 

"The  Traditional  People  are  seeking  to  have  an  IMPARTIAL  AND  INDEPENDENT 
THIRD  PARTY  COURT  ADDRESS  THE  TRUE  ISSUE  OF  HURISDICTION  ACCORDING  TO 
EXISTING  CONSTITUTIONAL  LAW.  Our  people  at  Gustafsen  Lake  should  be 
commended  not  condemned  for  trying  to  defend  against  the  genocide  of  our 
People.  They  are  seeking  Truth  and  Dustice  for  us  all." 

--  letter  from  Lil'Wat  Elder  Tsemhu7qw,  aka  Harold  Pascal 

! ! ! FREE  THE  DEFENDERS  =+=+=+=+=+=+=+  HAIL  THE  OFFENDERS  ! ! ! 

WE  DEMAND  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  NOW 


To  sign  the  petition  demanding  an  inquiry  by  email,  send  a message  to 
sisis@envirolink.org  with  "petition"  in  the  subject  header  and  "I  support 
the  petition  for  a full  public  inquiry  into  the  events  surrounding  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  crisis,"  your  name,  and  your  city  of  residence  in  the  body 
of  the  message. 

For  more  information,  contact 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
S.I.S.I.S.  Gustafsen  Lake  archives 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ gustmain . html 
Please  distribute  this  release  widely. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Mayan  Letter  of  Solidarity"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Sep  1997  21:48:29  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  Mayan  Letter  of  Solidarity 

-S. I .S. I. S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
Excelentismo 

Consul  de  la  Republica  de  Canada. 

GUATEMALA 

Respectfully  we  wish  to  make  this  presentation  to  you  in  the  name  of  our 
Association  for  Development  in  Solidarity.  ADESSOL,  with  its  centre  in 
the  municipio  and  department  of  Totonicapan,  Guatemala,  Central  America 
wishes  to  firmly  plant  our  solidarity  and  moral  support  with  our 
Indigenous  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Ts'peten  Defence  which  according 
to  our  information,  have  been  invaded  and  forced  from  their  lands,  their 
sacred  sites  have  been  desecrated,  their  leaders  are  being  persecuted  an 
d are  being  denied  their  rights,  which  constitutes  the  VIOLATION  OF  THE 
RIGHTS  OF  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES,  for  which  reason,  this  document  exists 
requesting  that: 

Liberty  be  respected,  that  justice  be  done  for  the  Ts'peten  people,  that 
the  leader  Wolverine  and  Pitawanakwat  be  freed,  and  that  the  legal 
principles  under  the  International  Convention  of  Decolonization  be  applied. 

That  a Tribunal  be  appointed  to  guarantee  Dustice  for  these  mentioned 
Indigenous  People. 

FOR  THE  RESPECT  OF  THE  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  OF  THE  WORLD 
ASSOCIATION  FOR  DEVELOPMENT  IN  SOLIDARITY  ADESSOL 


Original  version 
Excelentisimo 

Consul  de  la  Republica  de  Canada 
GUATEMALA 

Respetuosamente  nos  dirigimos  a usted,  en  nombre  de  la  Asociacion  de 
Desarrollo  Solidaridad.  ADESSOL,  consede  en  al  municipio  y departamento 
de  Totonicapan,  Guatemala  Centro  America  con  el  objeto  de  patentizar 
nuestra  SOLIDARIDAD  Y APOYO  MORAL  con  nuestros  hermanos  indigenas  del 
COMITE  DEFENSOR  TS  PETEN  que  segun  informaciones  de  ellos  estan  siendo 
invdidos  y depojados  de  sus  tierras,  Profanacion  de  sus  lugares  sagrados, 
Persecucion  de  sus  lideres  indigenas,  negacion  de  ejercer  sus  derechos, 
lo  que  en  si  constituye  VIOLACION  A LOS  DERECHOS  DE  LOS  PUEBLOS 
INDIGENAS,  por  lo  que  en  aste  medio  rogamos  porque: 

Se  respete  la  libertad  y se  haga  justicia  con  el  pueblo  indigena  de 
TS'PETEN  y de  esta  manera  lograr  la  libertad  de  los  lideres  indigenas 


Wolverine  y Pitawanakwat  cumplimiento  a los  principios  legales  de 
Descolonizacion  y el  nombramiento  como  se  debe  de  un  Tribunal  que  haga 
lusticia  al  pueblo  indigena  mencionado. 

POR  EL  RESPETO  DE  LOS  PUEBLOS  INDIGENAS  DEL  MUNDO 
ASOCIACION  PARA  EL  DESARROLLO  SOLIDARIDAD  ADESSOL 
<<-=-<<-=->>-=->>FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS<<-=-<<-=->>-=->> 

===FREE  THE  INDIGENOUS  SOVEREIGN  NATIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAS=== 

Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien 

House  of  Commons , Ottawa,  Ont.,  Canada,  K1A  OA6 
Tel:  (613)  992-4211 
Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email:  remote-printer.lean_Chretien@16139416900.iddd.tpc.int 
Email:  pm@pm.gc.ca 

WWW  comments : http://pm.gc . ca/prime_minister/contact_pm/index. html-ssii 
SUPPORT  ORGANIZATIONS: 

Ts'peten  Defense  Committee 
Spokespeople: 
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subject  header  and  "I  support  the  petition  for  a full  public  inquiry  into 
the  events  surrounding  the  Gustafsen  Lake  crisis,"  your  name,  and  your  city 
of  residence  in  the  body  of  the  message. 
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"RE : Canadian  use  of  Land  Mine"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Sep  1997  00:33:58  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Canadian  use  of  Land  Mine 

-S. I .S. I. S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
September  2,  1997  S.I.S.I.S  bulletin 

CANADIAN  GOVERNMENT  USED  LAND  MINE  AGAINST  ABORIGINALS  IN  1995 

Delegates  from  more  than  100  countries  are  gathering  in  Oslo,  Norway  to 
work  on  a worldwide  ban  on  land  mines.  The  conference  will  hopefully  lead 
to  a treaty  banning  the  use,  manufacture,  stockpiling,  transfer  and  sale 
of  land  mines. This  latest  step  in  the  so-called  "Ottawa  process"  began 
last  October  in  the  Canadian  capital. 

Although  the  Canadian  government  is  enjoying  wide  acclaim  for  what 
appears  to  be  a principled  and  vigorous  opposition  to  the  use  of  mines, 
Canada  itself  employed  the  weapon  against  Indigenous  traditionalists 
defending  sacred  burial  and  Sundance  grounds  at  Gustafsen  Lake  in  1995. 

The  31  day  siege  of  the  Ts'peten  Sundance  Camp  two  years  ago,  by  the 
largest  paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian  history,  also  involved  an  FBI 
"psy-ops"  consultant  involved  with  the  Waco  and  MRTA  "negotiations",  and 
the  use  of  up  to  77,000  rounds  of  internationally  prohibited  hollow-point 
ammunition,  by  RCMP  and  Canada's  Armed  Forces.  One  military  officer  who 
testified  at  a recently  concluded  criminal  trial,  described  the  August 
11,  1995  incident  as  possibly  the  "biggest  land  battle  by  Canadian  Forces 
since  the  Korean  War." 

That  same  day,  the  authorities  targeted  a camp  vehicle  used  to  carry 
drinking  water  from  a nearby  well.  The  RCMP  placed  a command  mine  beneath 


an  access  road  and  detonated  the  device  beneath  the  truck.  The  blast  did 
substantial  damage  to  the  vehicle  but  the  truck's  occupants  survived. 

The  use  of  the  land  mine  was  reported  in  an  October  8,  1996  story  in  the 
Globe  and  Mail  newspaper.  At  the  time  of  the  vehicle's  detonation  the 
Canadian  authorities  characterized  the  mine  as  a police  "early  warning 
device".  During  the  trial  however , details  of  the  device,  constructed 
with  8 "data  sheets"  and  buried  in  the  roadway,  were  revealed. 

Despite  attempts  by  Ottawa  and  Victoria  to  ignore  a growing  demand  for 
an  internationally  supervised  inquiry  into  the  Gustafsen  operation, 
indigenous  supporters  from  as  far  away  as  Guatemala,  as  well  as  the 
European  Parliament's  Green  group,  Incomindios,  and  ex  US  Attorney 
General  Ramsey  Clark  are  insisting  the  inquiry  go  ahead  and  the  native 
protesters,  including  a 66  year  old  Shuswap  elder  called  "Wolverine"  be 
released . 

LAND  MINES  ARE  KILLING  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  - DEMAND  A WORLD  WIDE  BAN 
DEMAND  A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  CANADA'S  ACTIONS  AND  THE  USE  OF  MINES  AT 
-=-GUSTAFSEN  LAKE<< -=- >>FREE  WOLVERINE  FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS-=- 
Canadian  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien 

faxing  by  email:  remote-printer. lean_Chretien@16139416900.iddd.tpc.int 
To  sign  by  email  the  petition  demanding  an  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake, 
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events  surrounding  the  Gustafsen  Lake  crisis,"  your  name,  and  your  city  of 
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For  more  information,  contact 
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Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
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- "RE:  Treason  by  Natives?"  

Date:  Mon,  8 Sep  1997  21:36:34  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : BC  Report : "Treason"  by  "Native  Insurrectionists" 

: - : - : - :S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
Sept.  8,  1997  Bulletin 

BC'S  'REDNECK'  REPORT:  GUSTAFSEN/IPPERWASH  - "NATIVE  INSURRECTIONISTS" 

Two  years  after  British  Columbia  and  Canada  mounted  the  largest 
paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian  history  against  a small  group  of 
Shuswap  Traditionalists  and  non-native  supporters  on  sacred,  unceded, 
sovereign  Shuswap  Sundance  and  burial  grounds  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  and  after 
the  longest  criminal  trial  in  Canadian  history,  during  which  dramatic 
revelations  emerged  of  shocking  abuses  by  police  and  government  officials, 
the  Ts'peten  Defenders  are  in  jail,  the  demands  for  a public  inquiry  go 
unanswered  by  the  authorities,  and  the  "smear  and  disinformation  campaign" 
conducted  by  the  state  and  its  media  continues. 

This  is  best  demonstrated  by  the  following  article  from  the  August  18, 
1997  edition  of  the  news  magazine  British  Columbia  Report: 


IT  USED  TO  BE  CALLED  TREASON  by  Dave  Cunningham 

In  March  1885,  Metis  leader  Louis  Riel  seized  a parish  church  in  Batoche, 


Saskatchewan,  armed  his  supporters,  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  nearby 
Fort  Carleton.  The  ensuing  stand-off,  known  as  the  North-West  Rebellion, 
lasted  two  months  and  resulted  in  Riel  being  hung  for  treason.  While 
debate  still  rages  over  the  severity  of  his  punishment,  the  quashing  of 
Riel's  insurrection  was  a landmark  act  for  the  fledgling  Dominion  of 
Canada  and  sent  a message  to  rebel  Indian  bands  that  the  rule  of  law  would 
prevail . 

These  days,  the  rule  of  law  is  very  much  in  doubt.  From  Oka,  Quebec,  to 
Ipperwash,  Ontario,  natives  who  attack  police  are  granted  something 
approaching  immunity  by  the  courts.  In  the  latest  instance,  the  majority 
of  protesters  convicted  in  the  1995  Gustafsen  Lake  armed  blockade  near  100 
Mile  Flouse  were  sentenced  to  prison  terms  of  six  months  or  less.  Critics 
fear  that  the  judiciary's  apparent  double  standard  for  native  offenders 
will  only  encourage  further  violence.  Stiffer  deterrents  for  native 
insurrectionists,  they  say,  including  refusal  to  negotiate  land  claims 
with  bands  involved  in  blockades,  are  necessary. 

The  Gustafsen  Lake  blockade  grew  out  of  ownership  claims  put  forward  by 
the  Alkali  Lake  Indian  band  on  the  private  land  of  nearby  rancher  Lyle 
lames.  Mr.  lames  had  permitted  some  band  members  to  use  his  land  for  a 
"Sundance"  ceremony  in  1990.  But  the  native  visitors  repaid  his  generosity 
by  permanently  occupying  the  site  and  firing  on  campers  at  the  lake.  In 
lune  1995,  Mr.  lames  served  the  squatters  an  eviction  notice  which  they 
ignored.  The  conflict  escalated  in  August  when  the  natives  fired  at  a 
Mountie.  The  bullets  missed,  but  the  RCMP  set  up  a blockade  and  two  other 
officers  were  shot  on  August  27,  saved  only  by  their  bullet-proof  vests. 

Controversial  native-rights  lawyer  Bruce  Clark  arrived  the  following  day 
to  rail  against  the  RCMP's  show  of  force,  prompting  one  BC  chief  to  label 
him  a "wing-nut."  The  stand  off  culminated  with  a massive  exchange  of 
gunfire  on  September  11  when  Indians  once  again  opened  fire  on  police.  The 
Mounties  discharged  20,000  rounds  in  an  attempt  to  keep  the  armed 
protesters  at  bay.  Apparently  subdued  by  the  shoot-out,  as  well  as  the 
arrival  of  a South  Dakota  native  spiritualist  who  urged  an  end  to  the 
conflict,  the  remaining  18  rebels  - four  of  them  non-native  sympathizers  - 
surrendered  on  September  17. 

At  that  point,  the  dispute  was  transferred  to  the  courts.  Clark  went 
berserk,  throwing  papers  at  a judge  and  cursing  the  sheriffs  who 
restrained  him.  After  a court-ordered  psychiatric  examination  he  was  held 
in  contempt,  a judgment  later  upheld  by  the  BC  Court  of  Appeal.  Last  week, 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  denied  him  leave  to  further  appeal.  Equally 
bizarre  was  the  behaviour  of  the  BC  Supreme  Court  jury  in  May  that  found 
15  of  the  18  defendants  guilty  on  a variety  of  "mischief"  and  firearms 
charges.  As  they  entered  the  courtroom,  the  foreman  and  three  other  jurors 
were  carrying  eagle  feathers,  an  apparent  display  of  solidarity  with  the 
defendants  that  police  psychologists  later  diagnosed  as  "traumatic 
bonding. " 

During  the  sentencing  hearing,  defence  lawyers  unsuccessfully  petitioned 
Justice  Bruce  Josephson  to  permit  an  aboriginal  "sentencing  circle"  to 
determine  penalties  for  the  convicted.  Some  of  the  defendants  were 
themselves  opposed  to  the  idea,  including  lames  Pitawanakwat,  who  along 
with  66  year  old  ringleader  William  lones  (Wolverine)  Ignace  and  two 
others,  was  convicted  on  the  most  serious  charge  of  mischief  causing 
actual  danger  to  life.  Pitawanakwat  said  he  was  in  the  clutches  of  a 
colonial  system  and  would  do  his  own  sentencing,  prompting  Mr.  lustice 
losephson  to  retort  "I  might  play  a small  role  in  the  sentencing  if  you 
don't  mind." 

A small  role  indeed,  some  might  say.  The  stiffest  sentence  he  handed  out 
was  4 1/2  years  imprisonment  to  ringleader  Ignace.  Pitawanakwat  and  the 
two  others  guilty  of  mischief  causing  actual  danger  to  life,  an  offence 
punishable  by  a maximum  penalty  of  life  imprisonment,  received  sentences 
of  two  to  three  years.  The  remainder  all  received  six-month  sentences,  and 
two  were  permitted  to  serve  their  terms  in  the  community.  Vancouver  lawyer 
Norman  Mullins,  who  has  represented  a number  of  non-natives  in  suits  with 
Indian  bands,  believes  the  sentences  were  suitably  tough.  "I  think  a lot 
of  them  thought  they  were  going  to  get  off  scott-free,"  he  says.  "They'll 
think  twice  now. " 


But  Martin  Brown,  director  of  the  Victoria-based  Citizens  Voice  on  Native 
Claims,  calls  the  ruling  disappointing  and  argues  its  only  lesson  is  that 
native  protesters  can  break  the  law  with  near  impunity.  "That's  not  a 
message  that  should  be  sent  to  any  British  Columbian  when  we're  in  the 
midst  of  negotiating  land  claims,"  he  says.  The  Gustafsen  Lake  stand-off 
is  merely  the  latest  of  a number  of  armed  conflicts  across  Canada  where 
native  protesters  have  either  walked  away  uncharged  or  with  paltry 
sentences.  In  1990,  native  Indians  erected  a blockade  at  the  Canadian 
Forces  Camp  in  Ipperwash, claiming  ownership  of  the  site. 

In  May  1995,  the  standoff  intensified  with  the  fire-bombing  of  a training 
building,  an  assault  on  a military  police  officer,  and  the  ramming  of  two 
military  police  vehicles  by  natives  driving  a bus.  An  Ontario  judge  later 
dismissed  charges  against  the  driver,  maintaining  he  was  "unarmed"  and 
did  not  intend  to  endanger  life. 

In  Duly  1995,  the  Adams  Lake  Indian  Band  blockaded  a road  30  miles 
northeast  of  Kamloops,  preventing  non-natives  from  driving  across  reserve 
land  to  their  homes  on  private  property.  When  a group  of  non-natives,  one 
an  off-duty  RCMP  officer,  followed  a private  road  onto  the  reserve,  they 
were  halted  by  three  armed  Indians,  one  of  whom  put  a rifle  to  the 
officer's  head.  After  the  constable  flashed  his  badge  a tense  30-second 
standoff  ensued.  The  native  finally  lowered  his  weapon  but  no  charges  were 
laid . 

Beginning  in  November  1994,  the  Penticton  Indian  Band  similarly  blockaded 
access  roads  to  Apex  Alpine  ski  Resort  for  three  years  to  protest  its 
planned  expansion.  They  claimed  it  would  have  a negative  environmental 
impact  on  their  land.  And  despite  documentation  giving  clear  title  to 
Victoria,  they  also  claimed  ownership  of  the  Green  Mountain  access  road. 

By  Duly  1966,  the  NDP  government's  refusal  to  enforce  former  premier  Mike 
Harcourt's  promise  to  end  the  roadblocks  eventually  forced  the  resort  into 
receivership.  Last  month,  receiver  Arthur  Anderson  Inc.  announced  it  was 
reconsidering  a joint-venture  bid  involving  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Similkameen  Indian  Bands.  Meanwhile,  the  Penticton  band  is  vowing  to  renew 
its  blockades  of  the  expanded  resort. 

Mr.  Brown  observes  that  many  of  the  native  insurrectionists  do  not 
represent  the  mainstream  of  aboriginal  politics.  Indeed,  the  Adams  Lake 
band  is  one  of  a number  of  interior  bands  who  are  boycotting  the  BC  Treaty 
Commission  process,  demanding  instead  "nation  to  nation"  negotiations 
directly  with  Ottawa.  Mr.  Brown  says  the  federal  government  has  an 
obligation  to  refuse  any  dealings  with  those  bands.  As  for  blockading 
bands  involved  in  the  treaty  process, he  says  they  should  be  dumped  to  the 
back  of  the  line.  "BC  has  an  obligation  to  say  if  you  break  the  law,  you 
won't  make  it  to  second  base,"  he  says. 

With  respect  to  judicial  leniency  with  native  blockaders,  Mr.  Brown  says 
the  courts  are  guilty  of  a double  standard.  "When  you  shoot  at  a police 
officer,  you  should  expect  to  go  to  jail  for  a very  long  time. 


\A/\A/  SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ISSUE;  CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM  \A/\A/ 
More  information  on  the  Ts'Peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  Crisis  at: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
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FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From  NASC  List:  Tribal  Court  Clerks  Put  Back  on  Payroll 

Tribal  Court  Clerks  Put  Back  on  Payroll 
By  Rob  Martindale  World  Senior  Writer 
9/3/97 

Two  More  Fired  Marshals  Rehired 

TAHLEQUAFI  --  Following  reinstatement  of  tribal  justices,  Cherokee  Nation 
Chief  Doe  Byrd  said  Tuesday  he  is  putting  the  court  clerk  and  deputy  court 
clerk  back  on  the  payroll. 

In  a second  development,  the  tribe  announced  that  two  more  fired 
marshals  had  been  rehired,  bringing  to  six  the  number  who  have  returned  to 
tribal  duties.  They  were  among  14  originally  fired. 

The  marshals  who  have  not  returned  to  the  tribe  were  given  until  Friday 
to  apply  for  employment,  a tribe  spokesperson  said . Returned  to  court 
duties  were  the  clerk,  Lisa  Fields,  and  her  deputy,  Gina  Waits.  It  is 
hoped  that  equipment  and  files  earlier  taken  from  the  offices  of  the 
justices  and  the  court  clerk  will  be  returned  by  Friday,  Byrd's 
spokesperson  said. 

The  equipment  and  files  were  taken  by  the  Byrd  administration  on  Dune  20 
in  a predawn  raid  on  the  tribe's  courthouse  in  downtown  Tahlequah .Until 
that  time,  the  fired  marshals,  who  had  refused  to  give  up  their  positions, 
held  control  of  the  courthouse. 

After  Byrd's  administration  took  control  in  Dune,  the  courthouse  was 
closed  until  this  past  Saturday  following  the  reinstatement  of  the 
justices.  The  tribe  has  been  in  turmoil  since  Feb.  25  when  Cherokee 
marshals  raided  Byrd's  headquarters  in  search  of  evidence  of  misuse  of 
funds.  Byrd  fired  the  marshal  service  and  his  slim  majority  on  the  tribal 
council  impeached  the  justices  in  a controversial  move.  The  justices  said 
the  impeachment  action  was  not  valid  because  a council  quorum  was  not 
present.  An  independent  commission,  which  the  Byrd  administration  hired  to 
study  the  tribe's  system  of  government,  supported  that  view.  The 
reinstatement  of  the  court  clerks  Tuesday  came  after  an  Aug.  29  letter  to 
the  U.S.  Interior  Department  charging  that  the  Byrd  administration  was  not 
complying  with  an  agreement  to  restore  some  peace  to  the  tribe.  The  letter 
to  Solicitor  Dohn  Leshy  was  written  by  Tulsa  attorney  Chuck  Shipley,  who 
has  represented  the  justices.  Shipley  told  Leshy  that  Byrd  had 
"demonstrated  clearly"  by  not  having  had  restored  the  clerks  or  their 
equipment  last  week  "that  he  disregards  your  authority  and  that  of  the 
attorney  general  (Danet  Reno)."  Byrd  said  Tuesday  that  the  reinstatement 
of  the  clerks  was  not  a specific  term  spelled  out  in  his  agreement  with 
the  Interior  Department.  Flowever,  Byrd  said,  he  was  willing  to  put  the 
employees  back  to  work  in  order  to  provide  the  necessary  support  for  the 
tribal  court. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  has  taken  over  the  tribe's  law  enforcement 
responsibilities . 

"RE : Deh  Cho  Evict  Extractors"  

Date:  Mon,  8 Sep  1997  00:09:35  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Deh  Cho  evict  illegal  resources  extractors 

-S. I .S. I. S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
S.I.S.I.S.  note:  the  following  release  was  forwarded  to  us  by  GATT  Watchdog. 

At  the  fifth  annual  assembly  of  the  Deh  Cho,  the  delegates  passed  a 
resolution  to  be  effective  immediately.  The  Deh  Cho  territory  is  closed 
to  any  oil,  gas,  forestry  and  mining  activity.  The  Deh  Cho  area  is  in  the 
northern  part  of  Canada  covering  approximately  an  area  the  size  of  France. 

In  1921  and  1922,  the  ancestors  of  the  Deh  Cho  entered  into  a Peace  and 
Friendship  Treaty  with  the  British  Crown.  In  a subsequent  court  case  in 
1974,  Mr.  Dustice  Morrow  found  that  the  Treaty  was  a peace  and  friendship 
Treaty  and  not  a land  surrender  treaty.  The  Dudge  at  that  time  urged  the 


state  of  Canada  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Deh  Cho  Peoples  to 
establish  the  parameters  for  Canadian  use  of  their  lands  and  resources. 

From  the  middle  of  the  1970s,  the  Deh  Cho  Peoples  and  the  state  of  Canada 
were  engaged  in  discussions.  However,  in  the  early  1990s  the  Deh  Cho  and 
other  Dene  Peoples  walked  away  from  a $500  million  dollar  offer  from  the 
state  of  Canada  which  would  have  required  the  Deh  Cho  Peoples  and  other 
Dene  Peoples  to  surrender  and  give  up  their  title  to  their  lands  and 
territories.  The  Deh  Cho  Peoples  cannot  sell  their  birthright. 

In  the  meantime,  the  state  of  Canada  has  been  operating  as  if  they  owned 
the  lands  of  the  Deh  Cho  and  have  been  licensing  mining  companies,  oil  and 
gas  companies  and  logging  companies  to  go  into  the  Deh  Cho  territory  with 
out  the  consent  of  the  Deh  Cho.  When  the  Deh  Cho  Peoples  have  requested 
that  Canada  cease  and  desist  in  this  activity  there  has  been  no  response. 

As  a result  of  the  past  actions  by  the  State  of  Canada  to  not 
honour  and  protect  the  territories  and  lands  of  the  Deh  Cho,  the  citizens 
of  Deh  Cho  felt  the  need  to  protect  their  territory  for  the  future 
generations . 

Included  in  the  resolution  are  provisions  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  resolution.  However,  the  Deh  Cho  hope  that  the  citizens  and  the  state 
of  Canada  will  respect  the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  and  act  in  an 
honourable  fashion. 

For  more  information  regarding  this  release  please  contact: 

Grand  Chief  Gerald  Antoine  - Deh  Cho  Territory,  Denendeh  (403)  695-2355  or  fax 
to  them  letters  of  support  at  (403)  695-2038. 
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"RE : Natives  Without  a Home"  

Date:  Sun,  07  Sep  1997  21:25:55  -0400 

From:  Sonja  Keohane  <son jakeo@pond . com>(by  way  of  ishgooda} 

Sub j : Natives  without  a home 

UUCP  email 

Good  evening  all. 

From  the  Billings  Gazette,  a very  sad  account  of  the 
housing  shortage  there  on  the  Crow  reservation .When  the  statement  is  made: 
"HUD  state  coordinator  Dick  Brinck  said  he  knows  housing  on  many 
reservations  is  tight,  but  the  agency  wasn't  designed  to  house  everyone." 

I wonder  where  they  expect  members  of  the  Crow  Nation  to  live? 
http: //www. bigskywire. com/gazette/ Sunday/ region/ region . htm 

Natives  without  a home 
By  3 ENNIFER  McKEE 
Gazette  Wyoming  Bureau 

CROW  AGENCY  - By  now  most  have  given  up  on  the  government.  Death  is  more 
dependable. 

"We  had  21  people  living  right  here,"  says  Marjorie  Wilkinson  of  her 
modest  home  on  the  Crow  reservation.  "In  the  summertime  it  was  all  right, 
but  in  the  winter,  my  nephew  had  to  go  to  shelter." 

With  2,000  people  waiting  for  one  of  556  homes  managed  by  the  Crow  Housing 
Authority,  the  struggle  to  find  housing  on  the  reservation  leaves  a full 
one-third  of  the  Crow  population  without  a home  or  the  hope  of  ever  getting 
one,  housing  authority  officials  say. 

With  such  a housing  shortage,  most  authority  homes  won't  come  up  for  rent 
until  the  current  resident  dies.  And  most  people  stand  a better  chance  of 


inheriting  their  parent's  home  than  building  one  with  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  funds. 

Estimates  vary,  but  most  officials  agree  that  between  2,000  and  3,000 
Crows  living  on  the  reservation  either  room  with  relatives,  camp  out  or 
make  plans  to  move  off  the  reservation.  There  simply  aren't  enough  homes. 

"RE : A Preponderantly  Racist  Province"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Sep  1997  21:39:23  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : BC  "a  preponderantly  racist  province"  --  Letter  to  the  editor 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[The  following  letter  by  F3K  Griezic,  adjunct  professor,  Canadian 
history,  at  Carleton  University,  appeared  in  the  August  29th, 1997  Victoria 
News] 

NISGA'A  CRITICS  SEEM  ANTI-NATIVE 

Dave  Clements'  "Nisga'a  treaty  free  vote  revives  referendum  call" 

(Weekend  Edition,  Aug.  8)  brought  out  more  anti-First  Nations  pseudo 
-democrats  like  Martyn  Brown  of  the  special  interest  Citizens  Voice  on 
Native  Claims.  V.  Klemes'  "NDP  needs  primer  on  democracy,"  (Weekend 
Edition  letters,  Aug.  15)  and  Clements  repeat  the  fallacy  of  what  the 
Nisga'a  will  supposedly  obtain. 

They  will  receive  less  than  $160  million,  not  $200  million  for  ceding  more 
than  18,000  square  kilometres  of  land  on  which  they  will  be  expected  to 
survive.  That  is  within  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  policy  of  only 
letting  First  Nations  keep  a maximum  of  eight  per  cent  of  their  own  land. 

Each  band  member  will  receive  about  $29,000  or  the  equivalent  of  less 
than  three  years  of  white  society's  poverty  level  income.  They  will  pay 
taxes  on  it  and  will  be  expected  to  do  so  after  it  runs  out,  and  still 
have  to  provide  for  themselves.  This  amount  is  less  than  the  federal 
government's  guidelines  of  $35,000  to  $40,000  per  First  Nation  member  in 
the  negotiating  process. 

Would  Klemes,  Brown  and  his  Reformer  and  Liberal  anti-native  fellow 
travellers,  including  the  extractive  industry  CEOs,  be  prepared  to  give 
up  92  per  cent  of  their  property  to  a foreigner  of  another  skin  color  for 
such  an  attractive  amount  that  would  provide  such  benefits?  Their 
short-term  solution  is  to  give  the  natives  more  money  and  less  land.  Why 
let  the  natives  have  their  land  to  build  an  economic  base  for  survival 
when,  in  the  long  run,  it  can  be  raped  and  exploited  profitably  by  and 
for  the  Euroethnic-centered  extractive  industries? 

As  for  "democracy",  of  course,  the  Lower  Mainlanders  should  have  the 
right  to  "meddle"  in  the  affairs  of  the  "people  of  the  north"  as  Klemes 
claims,  but  only  as  much  as  they  "meddle"  in  the  affairs  of  the  Lower 
Mainland  where  power  and  control  are  exercised.  Whether  or  not  Klemes  has 
noticed,  BCers  are  having  a say  in  the  treaties  being  negotiated.  It  may 
not  be  the  kind  of  involvement  he  wants.  It  appears  he  prefers  to  ignore 
historical  reality  and  maintain  the  imperialist  Rudyard  Kipling's  "White 
Man's  Burden"  of  Euroethnic  superiority  and  control. 

Like  Martyn  Brown,  and  other  anti-indigenous  peoples  such  as  the  BC 
Fisheries  Survival  Coalition  (or  Premier  Clark's  fisheries  advisor),  they 
indicate  the  bigotry,  racism  and  ignorance,  no  matter  how  couched,  of 
some  BCers  as  evident  in  the  Reform/Liberal  minority  report. 

Indeed,  they  are  not  so  pale  reflections  of  the  Equal  Righters  of  the 
1890s.  A referendum?  Why  not?  It  will  permit  BC  to  demonstrate  that  it  is  a 
preponderantly  racist  province,  like  the  rest  of  Canada,  in  attitude 
and  treatment  of  the  First  Nations.  As  for  the  NDP,  opponents  of  the 
Nisga'a  treaty  should  read  the  two  reports,  the  Nisga'a  treaty  and 
accompanying  documents  to  discover  what  the  Nisga'a  will  receive. 

They  might  discover  the  NDP  is  almost  as  anti-native,  but  not  so  blind, 
as  the  Reform  and  Liberals  and  federal  government  in  their  attitudes 
towards  First  Nations.  But  that  would  eliminate  their  scapegoats.  And 
scapegoating  is  integral  to  corporatist  facist  practices. 

F.  3.  K.  Griezic  ad j . professor,  Canadian  history. 


Carleton  University,  Ottawa  Ontario  Canada 


Victoria  News  letters  to  the  editor:  vicnews@pinc.com. 
Select  Standing  Committee  on  Aboriginal  Affairs 
- taking  submissions  on  the  BC  Treaty  Commission 
c/o  Parliament  Buildings,  Victoria,  B.C.,  Canada,  V8V  1X4 
Ian  Waddell,  Chair:  Tel  (250)  387-2317,  Fax  (250)  356-7156 
Committee  Clerk:  Tel  (250)  356-6318 
Email:  ClerkComm@lass . gov. be . ca 

For  more  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  process,  see: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt . html 
and  especially 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/ switlo.html 
SOVEREINGTY  IS  THE  ISSUE  --  CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM 
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"RE : Huron  Cemetery  Threatened  AGAIN"  

Date:  Thu,  04  Sep  1997  10:43:50  -0400 
From:  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Huron  Cemetery  Threatened  AGAIN:  HURON  NEWSLETTER:  9-3-97 
UUCP  email 

THE  FOLLOWING  INFORMATION  COMES  FROM  WYANDOT  OF  KANSAS 

(Please  do  whatever  you  can.. sign  a petition  or  make  calls  (918-540-1442)  to 
contacts  within  the  Oklahoma  Tribal  offices  and  let  them  know  your  opinion 
of  what  they  are  doing  to  our  ancestors. ..  .Ish) 

September  3 1997,  news  came  to  the  Wyandot  Nation  from  Congressman  Vince 
Snowbarger's  office  and  was  confirmed  by  Hal  Walker  (City  Attorney  for 
Kansas  City  Kansas),  that  the  Wyandotte  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  plans  to  dowse  for 
human  remains  at  the  Huron  Indian  Cemetery.  The  Oklahoma  Wyandottes  plan  to 
survey  for  the  graves  of  Wyandots  within  the  next  two  weeks  to  make  way  for 
a casino  development  on  the  cemetery  itself.  In  February  1994,  Chief 
Leaford  Bearskin  threatened  to  exhume  the  graves  at  the  Huron  Cemetery  and 
move  them  to  Oklahoma  with  the  intent  of  building  a casino  on  the  sacred 
burial  ground.  The  Wyandottes  of  Oklahoma  have  threatened  the  Huron  Indian 
Cemetery  with  commercial  development  for  the  past  150  years  and  have  rejected 
all  proposals  of  conciliation  as  well  as  the  development  of  a confederacy  to 
protect  the  burial  grounds  of  the  Traditional  Kansas  Wyandots. 

The  Traditional  Wyandots,  the  Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas  find  this  action 
abhorrent  and  stand  firmly  against  such  threats  against  the  sanctity  of  our 
burial  grounds.  The  Huron  Indian  Cemetery  is  the  epicenter  of  our  religion 
and  culture  and  is  historically  significant  to  our  people.  As  traditional 
people  we  view  the  threats  against  the  cemetery  by  our  cousins  to  be 
sacrilege  and  an  example  of  what  happens  when  native  peoples  become 
assimilated  into  white  culture. 

For  full  details  regarding  the  Huron  Cemetery  and  the  treats  to  its  sanctity, 
please  go  to 

http: //www. sfo . com/~denglish/huroncemetery 

Niaweh 

Thank  you 

Darren  English  / Chiwatenehwa 

Member  of  the  Traditional  Wyandot  Nation  of  Kansas 
"Cursed  be  the  villain  that  molest  their  graves" 

Helena  Conley  - traditional  medicine  woman  of  the  Wyandot  Nation  of 


Kansas  resident  of  the  Huron  Indian  Cemetery 


"RE ; Bear  Lincoln  Trial  Nearly  Done"  

Date:  Thu,  04  Sep  1997  23:58:25  -0700 
From:  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn . org> 

Sub j : Bear  Lincoln  trial  nearly  done 

UUCP  email 

Bear  Lincoln  Murder  Trial  Nears  Climax 

The  murder  trial  of  Bear  Lincoln,  a Wailaki  Indian,  is  rapidly  nearing 
the  end  of  the  defense  case,  and  Lincoln  took  the  witness  stand  in  his  own 
defense  today,  Thursday,  Sept.  4.  He  is  charged  with  murder  of  a deputy 
sheriff  on  Good  Friday,  April  14,  1995,  and  could  be  sentenced  to  death  if 
convicted  by  the  all-white  jury. 

Lincoln  told  the  jury  today  that  as  he  and  his  close  friend  walked  up  a 
remote  dirt  road  at  night  on  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation,  his 
friend  was  suddenly  cut  down  without  warning  by  a barrage  of  gunfire  from 
ambush.  Lincoln  couldn't  see  who  was  shooting  from  the  cover  of  darkness, 
but  returned  fire  blindly  as  he  ran  and  jumped  over  an  embankment  beside 
the  road.  He  ran  down  a trail,  thinking  he  was  being  followed  and  afraid  he 
would  be  killed  next. 

After  hiding  a few  minutes,  it  was  quiet,  and  he  worried  about  his  friend 
lying  in  the  road  on  the  hill  above.  He  made  his  way  back  to  the  road  20-30 
yards  down  the  hill  from  the  shooting  scene,  but  again  he  was  shot  at.  He 
fired  his  only  remaining  bullet  in  self-defense,  then  jumped  back  off  the 
road  and  ran  to  warn  his  elderly  mother  and  family  members  to  flee  because 
someone  had  killed  his  friend  and  tried  to  kill  him,  and  they  were  all  in 
danger. 

Only  later  did  he  learn  that  the  unseen  persons  shooting  at  him  were 
sheriff's  deputies,  and  one  of  them  had  died  of  a gunshot  wound  to  the 
head.  He  never  imagined  that  it  would  be  police  shooting  at  him.  He  never 
saw  them,  and  to  this  day  doesn't  believe  one  of  his  bullets  killed  the 
deputy.  The  dead  deputy's  partner  was  firing  an  M-16  military  assault 
weapon  on  full  automatic,  and  the  partner  testified  earlier  that  he  fell 
over  the  side  of  the  road  about  when  he  fired  the  first  burst  from  the 
weapon,  making  it  possible  that  the  dead  deputy  was  shot  accidentally  by 
his  partner.  Only  tiny  fragments  of  the  lethal  bullet  were  recovered,  and 
they  don't  provide  any  conclusive  indication  of  whose  gun  fired  the  bullet. 

The  partner  is  the  only  other  surviving  eyewitness  to  the  events,  and  he 
tells  a completely  different  story,  or  stories,  because  he  changed  his 
first  story  after  learning  that  Lincoln's  friend's  gun  had  not  been  fired 
as  the  deputy  said  it  had.  Also,  a trail  of  blood  drips  was  found  leading 
from  the  shooting  scene  for  over  a half  mile  down  the  dirt  road  almost  to 
Lincoln's  house.  The  big  surprise  was  that  the  blood  didn't  match  Lincoln, 
it  matched  the  deceased  deputy,  proving  that  he  had  run  down  the  road, 
possibly  trying  to  find  and  kill  Lincoln  because  he  realized  Lincoln  was  a 
witness  to  the  deputy's  ambush  murder  of  Lincoln's  friend.  There  is  no  time 
in  the  scenario  told  by  the  partner  when  the  dead  deputy  had  long  enough  to 
run  over  a half  mile  and  back.  The  dead  deputy  had  a deep  bullet  wound  in 
his  hand  that  was  the  probable  source  of  the  blood  drips. 

Lincoln  avoided  capture  for  four  months  because  he  expected  he  would  be 
killed  immediately  if  he  tried  to  surrender  to  Mendocino  county  deputies. 

He  was  featured  on  "America's  Most  Wanted"  TV  program,  and  Governor  Pete 
Wilson  offered  a $100,000  reward  for  his  arrest  and  conviction.  He  turned 
himself  in  over  two  years  ago  at  the  San  Francisco  law  office  of  famed 
defense  attorney  3.  Tony  Serna,  who  is  defending  Lincoln  free  of  charge. 

There's  only  one  place  on  the  World  Wide  Web  that's  up  to  date  and 
providing  full,  free,  coverage  of  the  whole  trial  and  the  whole  interesting 
story,  and  that's  the  Albion  Monitor.  The  monitor  is  a reader-supported 
advertising-free  biweekly  newspaper  distributed  worldwide  over  the  web.  It 
is  offering  the  Bear  Lincoln  coverage  free  to  all  as  a public  service.  It 
has  been  described  as  the  Internet's  answer  to  The  Nation  magazine. 


The  address  of  the  Albion  Monitor  is  http://www. monitor .net/monitor 


"RE ; Friends  of  the  Lubicon  Trial  Update"  

Date:  Tue,  2 Sep  1997  20:19:06  -0400 

From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : Daishowa  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  Trial  Update 
Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

September  2,  1997 

Daishowa  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  Trial  Update 

Daishowa  charged  with  conflict  of  interest 

We  began  the  day  with  a court  support  rally  at  Nathan  Phillips  Square, 
next  to  the  courthouse  (361  University  Ave) . One  of  the  defendants,  Ed 
Bianchi,  acting  as  emcee,  introduced  the  speakers.  Our  honoured  guests  from 
the  Lubicon  Lake  Cree  Nation,  Reinie  Jobin  and  Dwight  Gladue,  spoke  about 
the  devastation  their  people  have  suffered  and  offered  kind  words  of  support 
for  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon.  Karen  Wristen,  FOL's  lawyer  from  the  Sierra 
Legal  Defense  Fund,  discussed  the  importance  of  this  trial  regarding 
freedom  of  expression.  Bill  Phipps,  newly  elected  Moderator  of  the  United 
Church  of  Canada,  in  his  first  public  appearance  as  Moderator,  called  the 
trial  an  "abuse  of  the  justice  system"  which  ties  up  resources  just  to  keep 
people  quiet.  The  crowd  of  over  200  people  responded  with  sustained 
applause . 

Proceeding  to  courtroom  4-2,  the  people  were  surprised  when  a motion  to 
dismiss  the  trial  based  on  conflict  of  interest  was  presented  by  Owen 
Young,  counsel  for  the  Lubicon  Nation.  John  Hunter,  lawyer  for  Daishowa 
Marubeni  International  (DMI),  who  was  sitting  in  court  today,  is  a member 
of  Davis  & Co.,  a law  firm  that  was  retained  by  the  Lubicon  Lake  Cree 
Nation  to  advise  them  in  connection  with  land  claims  from  1986  to  1988.  Mr 
Hunter  appeared  in  court  to  deal  with  any  matters  affecting  the  interests 
of  DMI  which  might  arise  during  the  trial.  Mr  Young  argued  that  sensitive 
information  disclosed  by  the  Lubicon  to  Davis  & Co.  during  the  period 
1986-1988  may  have  been  used  in  the  preparation  of  an  expert  witness  report 
served  last  week  by  Daishowa.  Having  raised  the  issue  of  conflict,  he  said, 
the  onus  was  on  Daishowa  to  prove  that  a conflict  of  interest  doesn't 
exist . 

Mr  Justice  McPherson  requested  preliminary  arguments  on  the  issues  of  the 
standing  of  the  Lubicon  Nation  to  bring  this  motion,  and  the  timeliness  of 
the  motion. 

Mr  Young  discussed  the  public  interest  in  the  maintenance  of  privilege  in 
the  solicitor-client  relationship  and  the  risk  of  passing  confidential 
information  that  could  be  detrimental  to  the  Lubicon. 

Mr  Jervis  contended  that  there  was  prior  knowledge  of  the  relationship 
between  Davis  & Co.  and  the  plaintiff  based  on  past  hearings  and  statements 
of  fact,  stating  that  Kevin  Thomas,  FOL,  had  regular  communication  with 
Lubicon  Chief  Bernard  Ominayak  and  Lubicon  advisor  Fred  Lennarson.  He 
submitted  that  the  motion  should  have  been  brought  long  ago. 

Mr.  Justice  McPherson  adjourned  court  after  hearing  the  submissions  and 
reserved  judgement  until  tomorrow  morning  at  10  am. 

The  Daishowa  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  trial  will  continue  Wednesday 
September  3 at  10  am  at  Courtroom  4-2,  361  University  Ave.,  Toronto.  For 
more  information  call  (416)  763-7500  or  e-mail  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  at 
fol@tao. ca 

Joining  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  in  court  Wednesday  will  be  the  Anduhyaun 
Lodge,  who  will  be  bringing  their  people  out  to  witness  the  trial.  Each  day 
of  court  has  been  sponsored  by  various  organizations  who  are  bringing  their 
members  to  court  to  support  the  Friends  during  the  trial. 

"RE;  Board  of  Forestry  Practices"  

Date:  Wed,  3 Sep  1997  23:58:57  -0800 
From:  Headwaters  News  <Headwaters@enews.org> 


Sub j : Action:  Board  of  Forestry  should  close  exemption  loophole 


HEADWATERS  ACTION  ALERT 
September  3 , 1997 

[ Look  for  the  adjoining  weekly  Update  ] 


ACTION  ALERT! 

DEIA  VU  ALL  OVER  AGAIN  AT  BOARD  OF  FORESTRY 

Will  the  Forest  Practice  Committee  finally  consider  the 

exemption  rule  change?  Find  out  in  Red  Bluff  on  September  9... 

For  a full  year,  the  Board  of  Forestry  has  failed  to  enact  rules  that 
could  stop  "exemption"  (including  salvage)  logging  in  ancient  redwood 
groves.  Timber  companies,  including  Pacific  Lumber,  routinely  file  for 
blanket  "exemptions"  for  their  salvage  logging  and  other  operations;  these 
operations  are  then  exempted  from  public  and  agency  environmental  review 
and  monitoring. 

Last  September  and  October,  the  public's  effort  to  enact  emergency 
rules  halting  this  procedure  through  the  Board  of  Forestry  was  narrowly 
defeated;  salvage  logging  operations  followed  in  three  of  Headwaters 
Forest's  six  ancient  groves.  Since  that  time  a rule  change  proposal  has 
languished  on  committee  agendas  every  month,  in  seemingly  perpetual  limbo. 

However,  this  rule  change  has  finally  made  it  near  the  top  of  the 
Forest  Practice  Committee  agenda,  and  could  be  considered  beginning  at  8am 
on  September  9 at  the  Red  Bluff  Community  Senior  Center,  1500  S.  lackson 
St.,  in  Red  Bluff  (call  the  Board  of  Forestry  at  916-653-8007  for 
directions) . The  Board  has  stalled  this  issue  for  long  enough  that  this 
particular  rule  change  will  probably  not  stop  further  salvage  operations 
from  occurring  once  marbled  murrelet  breeding  season  ends  on  September  15. 

However,  the  Board  has  a clear  responsibility  to  end  this 
destructive,  ill-advised  practice. 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO. . . 

Attend  the  Board  of  Forestry  meeting  if  at  all  possible.  A large 
public  presence  has  helped  convince  the  Board  to  act  responsibly  before, 
and  we'll  need  to  muster  that  kind  of  support  again.  If  you  can't  attend, 
please  write,  call  and/or  fax  the  Board  of  Forestry  and  demand  that  they 
enact  a rule  change  to  end  the  practice  of  granting  exemptions  for  logging 
operations  in  old-growth  redwood  groves.  You  can  make  the  following  points 
in  your  message  (some  of  you  have  seen  this  before,  but  here  it  is 
again!). . . 

-->  The  few  remaining  coastal  ancient  redwood  forests  are  extremely 
sensitive  ecosystems,  home  to  several  rare  and  protected  species.  Logging 
operations  of  any  kind  should  not  be  allowed  in  these  areas  without 
thorough  environmental  review. 

-->  Ancient  redwood  stands  are  extremely  fire-  and  disease-resistant. 

There  is  absolutely  no  credible  reason  to  believe  that  salvage  logging  in 
these  stands  will  improve  forest  health  or  reduce  fire  danger. 

-->  Logging  of  any  kind  in  ancient  redwood  forests  has  become  highly 
politicized,  and  continued  exemption  logging  in  these  areas  is  likely  to 
spark  considerable  public  opposition. 

-->  It  is  difficult  for  agency  personnel  to  adequately  monitor  exemption 
operations  for  compliance  with  the  law,  leaving  ancient  forest  stands 
extremely  vulnerable  to  abuses  of  this  loophole  by  unscrupulous 
corporations . 

CONTACT. . . 

Forest  Practice  Committee 
CA  Board  of  Forestry 
1416  Ninth  Street 
Sacramento  CA  94244 
phone  916-653-8007 
fax  916-653-0989 

Also...  There  will  be  a Public  Session  of  the  full  Board,  with  an 
opportunity  for  public  comment  on  all  issues  within  the  Board's 
jurisdiction,  beginning  at  9am  on  September  10  in  Red  Bluff  (same  address). 


SENT  BY  Headwaters  Sanctuary  Project  and  Bay  Area  Action. 


Repost  at  will  --  Please  include  all  attributions  & contact  info. 
www.enews.org  | mark@enews.org 


TO  SUBSCRIBE 

Send  message  to  listproc@envirolink.org  with  only  the  following  in  the  body 
subscribe  Headwaters  YourFirstName  YourLastName  CompanyOrOrganization 
Replace  the  appropriate  words  with  your  name  and  any  affiliation. 

Note:  You  must  send  from  the  account  at  which  you  wish  to  receive  messages. 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  7 Sep  1997  00:36:09  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  19 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE- - 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the  band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  M.  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 
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The  world  is  a looking-glass. 

Wherein  ourselves  are  shown. 
Kindness  for  kindness,  cheer  for  cheer. 
Coldness  for  gloom,  repulse  for  fear. 

To  every  soul  its  own. 

We  cannot  change  the  world  a whit. 

Only  ourselves  which  look  into  it. 

-SUSAN  COOLIDGE . 


MRS  MARIE  ANNALLO  MARMON  AND 
MISS  MARY  BAILEY  SEONIA  TALK 
WITH  THE  MAN-ON-THE-BAND-STAND. 


Mrs.  Marmon  who  came  last  week  with  Miss  Seonia  and  eleven  Pueblo 
pupils  for  Carlisle  was  a pupil  of  Carlisle  herself  from  1884  to  1889. 

After  the  expiration  of  her  term  she  returned  to  New  Mexico,  and 
lived  with  her  sister,  who  was  the  wife  of  Col.  Robt.  Marmon. 

In  a few  years  the  sister  died,  leaving  a family  of  small  children, 
which  Marie  loved  and  cared  for  as  her  own. 

After  a lapse  of  time,  Marie  married  the  Colonel,  and  now  has  2 


children  of  her  own. 

Mrs.  Marmon  is  a progressive  little  woman,  and  has  the  interests  of 
the  Lagunas  so  much  at  heart  that  she  seizes  every  opportunity  to  help 
them,  and  suffers  distress  of  mind  when  she  cannot  arrest  an  influence 
that  is  leading  her  people  astray  or  is  hindering  their  most  speedy 
advancement  in  the  right  direction. 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Sep  16  23:49:14  1997 
Date:  Tue,  16  Sep  1997  20:29:26  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.038 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Newsgroups:  alt . native, soc . culture . native; 
FOL-L,  NAT-FILM  & BINDLESTIF  WORLD  WIDE  lists;  UUCP  email; 

Voices  of  the  Wintercount  <http://www.wintercount.org>; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

Sacred  Little  Cedar  Mountain  Defense  Coalition 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  hear  what  the  ground  says  ...  The  water  says  the  same  thing  ...  'Feed 
the  Indians  well.'  The  grass  says  the  same  thing  ...  The  ground  says, 

'The  Great  Spirit  has  placed  me  here  to  produce  all  that  grows  on  me, 
trees  and  fruit.'  The  same  way  the  ground  says,  'It  was  from  me  man  was 
made. ' The  Great  Spirit,  in  placing  men  on  earth,  desired  them  to  take 
good  care  of  the  ground  and  to  do  each  other  no  harm." 

_ Young  Chief,  Cayuse 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

l I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 


! Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  U.S.  government  will  be  giving  a $5  M welfare  block  grant  to  the 
Lakota  rather  than  giving  it  to  the  South  Dakota  government  for 
distribution.  This  can  be  good  if  the  Tribal  Government  is  fair  in  its 
distribution.  I have  heard,  and  probably  with  good  cause,  there  is  fear 
that  this  will  further  entrench  a corrupt  government  as  they  may  (probably 
will)  apportion  the  money  with  more  of  an  eye  toward  reward  and  punishment 
rather  than  need. 

I would  love  to  see  the  actual  numbers  when  the  Feds  were  distributing  it. 

I see  it  as  a positive  development.  It's  a step  toward  tribal  sovereignty 
--  giving  the  Lakota  a power  that  had  previously  been  retained  by  the  feds 
or  the  state.  If  the  tribal  leaders  do  not  use  that  power  responsibly, 
then  they  have  to  face  the  displeasure  of  their  neighbors.  Of  course,  they 
can  turn  to  the  Federal  Marshalls  and  FBI  to  quell  dissent  much  as  has 
happened  with  the  Cherokee  Nation  of  Oklahoma.  Perhaps  along  with  giving 
them  more  autonomy,  they  should  remove  the  resource  of  federal  policing  where 
internal  matters  are  concerned? 

I have  been  asked  by  a Traditional  Member  of  First  Nations  to  post  that 
ANYTFIING  that  is  posted  on  internet  smearing  another  Traditional  leader,  or 
is  harmful  to  First  Nations  will  be  taken  as  cause  for  libel. 

The  story  has  been  broke  in  _Indian  Country  Today_  that  emphasizes  this 
stand . 

TARGETS  MAY  SUE  OVER  INTERNET  SMEAR 

CYBERSPACE  LISTS  UPSETS  TRADITIONAL  TRIBAL  LEADERS 

"Copies  of  an  unsigned  inventory  of  "charlatans"  distributed  over  the 
Internet  and  claiming  to  list  225  phony  medicine  men  and  spiritual 
leaders,  spread  across  the  southwest  South  Dakota  reservation  like 
wildfire  late  last  month. 

The  Internet  is  a international  web  of  inter-connected  computer  sites 
that  anyone  with  a personal  computer  and  a modem  connecting  them  to  phone 
lines,  can  access. 

Entries  on  the  list  included  Episcopal  ministers,  to  very  vocal 
participants  in  the  movement  to  stop  the  exploitation  of  traditional 
Lakota  spirituality  and  to  ban  non-Indians  from  participating  in 
ceremonies,  to  tribal  leaders. 

Even  the  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  Pipe  for  the  Lakota  People  was  not 
spared . 

"My  father,  my  brother  and  I are  on  that  list,"  said  Arvol  Looking 
Florse.  "So  are  a number  of  people  from  Cheyenne  River  who  are  trying  to 
live  in  traditional  ways.  The  list  isn't  accurate." 

The  list,  distributed  through  American  Online,  a commercial  INternet 
service  provider  disappeared  from  cyberspace  after  its  appearance  on  Duly 
22. 

By  that  time,  however,  photocopies  had  circulated  across  the  nation. 

According  to  Rapid  City  Lawyer,  Ramon  Roubideux,  who  last  year  won  a $2 
million  discrimination  lawsuit  filed  by  Scott  Means  against  the  Rapid  City 
Police  Department  and  Perkins  restaurant,  the  charlatan  list  probably  is 
libelous . 

"If  the  stuff  is  absolutely  untrue  and  it  defames  a person's  character, 
then  it  is  libel,"  he  said. 

If  it  weren't  so  absurd  and  damaging  this  list  of  "alleged"  Native 
American  charlatans  would  be  laughable. 


Let  us  all  honor  the  words  of  the  Changleska  Wakan  who  speak  for  the 
traditional  ways,  cry  for  visions  and  respect  all  our  relations.  I am 
reminded,  that  ignoring  the  wisdom  of  the  elders  and  their  voices  is 
included  in  the  prophesies  and  that  the  Sacred  Hoop  will  only  be  renewed 
if  it  is  first  broken  entirely.  That  time  is  soon  upon  us. 

There  are  the  shouts  that  treaties  with  First  Nations  are  old  history  and 
should  be  ignored  (as  if  they  were  ever  honored).  We  hear  words  angrily 
shouted  such  as,  "Why  don't  you  Indian  People  just  forget  it.  I'm  sick  and 
tired  of  hearing  about  it." 

Not  nearly  as  sick  and  tired  of  our  having  to  still  live  it.  The  lies  and 
deliberate  abuse  of  promises  made  when  People  were  stripped  of  their  lands 
and  their  ways. 

Every  culture  must  look  to  their  past  in  order  to  ensure  their  future. 

Indian  People  have  been  isolated  on  desolate,  forsaken  lands,  placed 
away  from  mainstream  America,  denied  basic  rights  of  freedom  of  religion, 
placed  in  a education  system  that  doesn't  even  TEACH  Indian  history,  lost 
their  young  to  urban  areas  which  destroy  them  with  the  washichu  poison  of 
drugs  and  alcohol. 

We've  had  tribal  funds  stolen,  trust  land  monies  "misappropriated",  our 
leaders  attacked,  our  homes  burned,  our  jobs  taken,  beaten,  murdered, 
forced  to  become  dependent  on  the  dole  system  forced  to  survive  on  a 
system  called  welfare,  designed  to  take  our  pride  and  abused  worse  than 
any  nation  in  history. 

I see  on  internet,  coyotes  with  such  lofty  ideals  preaching  the  rhetoric 
of  sacredness  when  they  have  no  idea  of  the  meaning.  I see  those  who 
would  venture  forward  to  share  what  they  have  been  taught,  attacked  by 
those  who  would  talk  their  cheap  talk,  do  their  petty  bickering  and  say 
meaningless  words  of  how  big  THEY  are,  how  much  THEY  know.  These  are 
the  same  people  who  didn't  show  up  last  winter  to  help  Elders  struggling 
to  survive  the  harsh  winters,  who  are  the  cancer  of  First  Nations,  causing 
the  corruption  of  our  People  by  their  lies  and  their  unfounded  accusations. 

There  is  spiritual  prejudice  among  First  People,  and  it  is  alive  and 
well  on  internet  among  those  who  would  infect  their  deadly  disease  into 
our  very  spiritual  existence. 

They  come  as  cowards  in  the  night,  with  a complete  lack  of  respect  for 
our  Leaders,  our  Medicine  Keepers.  Who  cares  what  they  think?  None  of  us 
do.  We  know  them  for  what  they  are,  diseases  that  need  to  be  eradicated 
from  our  Nations,  destroyed  for  the  filth  they  bring  to  us. 

I stand  up  and  support  our  leaders  who  are  fed  up  with  the  internet 
traitors  of  our  People. 

To  all  I ask  the  one  question  that  only  you  can  answer,  but  others  know 
what  the  true  answer  is. 

"WHAT  HAVE  YOU  DONE  TO  HELP  FIRST  NATIONS!?" 


This  late  breaking  news  item  makes  part  of  this  issue  wasted  cyber 
trash,  but  it  is  a thing  we  can  all  rejoice  in! 

Date:  Tue,  16  Sep  1997  17:29:59  -0400 
From:  "Robert  Boone"  <roberta@nternet . net> 

Sub j : Re:  GORTON'S  RIDERS  on  CSPAN  2 NOW! 

YES! 

Sen.  Gordon  withdrew  his  rider  on  ludicial  Immunity  for  the  tribes.  Also 
didn't  really  appear  as  if  he  was  prepared.  Only  bringing  with  him  two 


graphs  and  a partial  sample  treaty  from  his  state.  Not  enough  adequate  info 
for  other  senators.  Didn't  appear  as  he  had  much  backing  from  his  other 
senators  present  because  of  his  inadequate  info  on  this  rider.  The  Sen. 
from  Hawaii  moved  me  as  he  spoke  of  the  government  of  this  country 
exterminating  the  Indians,  talked  about  the  Trail  Of  Tears  and  said  there 
were  many  trail  of  tears.  How  so  many  treaties  were  broken  or  not  even 
ratified  or  brought  for  discussion . He  also  spoke  of  the  Indians  helping 
feed  Gen.  Washingtons  troops  and  how  scince  WW1  that  the  American  Indians 

have  sent  more  men  per  capita  then  any  other  ethnic  group  to  war WOW! 

The  whole  matter  of  the  money  going  to  the  tribal  gov.  will  be  set  aside 
for  further  study  when  more  info  is  attained,  that  just  a means  testing 
formula  was  not  adequate....  This  made  my  day, 

smiling, 

Brenda 


Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  these  reminders: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

9.11.1974  lackson  Washinton  Cutt  - AIM  member  killed  at  Parmalee  by 
"unknown  individuals." 

Investigation  still  "ongoing." 

9.16.1974  Robert  Reddy  - AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle  by  gunshot. 

No  investigation. 

9.22.1973  Melvin  Spider  - AIM  member  killed  Porcupine,  South  Dakota. 
No  investigation. 

9.23.1973  Philip  Black  Elk  - AIM  supporter  killed  when  his  house 
exploded . 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Elders  Statement 


PART  B 


Date:  Thu,  11  Sep  1997  18:28:02  -0600  (MDT) 

From:  Voices  of  the  Wintercount  <http://www.wintercount.org> 

Sub j : Elders  Statement 

Dune,  1983,  Santa  Clara  Pueblo  of  New  Mexico  Elders  Meeting 

"The  prophecies  and  visions  of  our  Grandfathers  are  upon  us.  The  Chief 
of  Trees,  the  Maple,  is  dying  from  the  top  down  as  we  were  told  would 
happen.  This  is  from  the  industrial  poisons  that  rain  down  in  the 
Northeast.  The  rivers  are  running  backwards  as  was  foretold.  This  is 
from  the  dams  on  our  rivers,  the  lifelines  for  all  living  things. 

The  children  are  leading  the  parents  and  they  grow  up  on  their  own 
without  proper  instructions  or  guidance.  They  grow  up  without  love  from 
their  families,  and  the  families  are  scattered  like  ashes  in  the  wind,  as 
we  were  told  would  someday  come  about. 

These  are  just  a few  of  the  devastating  things  reported  to  the  Elders 
Circle.  Our  people  have  reported  that  our  Grandfather,  the  Wind,  has 
continued  to  increase  his  force  and  destruction.  Tornadoes  have 
multiplies  and  visited  the  four  directions  now  occupied  by  our  white 
brothers.  Etenohan,  the  Earth  we  call  Mother,  has  tears  running  down  her 
face  and  great  floods  and  rains  are  everywhere  and  people  are  suffering. 

The  Earth  has  shaken  herself  and  rumbled  in  the  Four  Corners  of  the 
Great  Turtle  Island.  The  mountains  are  stirring,  smoking  and  sending 
their  powers  over  the  land  and  its  inhabitants.  These  are  warnings  clear 
and  direct.  These  are  the  powers  the  Great  Spirit  has  put  here  to  work  in 
harmony  with  people  through  prayer,  ceremony  and  respect  in  how  we  live. 

We  have  failed  and  we  are  being  warned. 

Flow  did  this  happen  and  who  is  responsible? 

The  forces  of  the  military  are  once  again  raising  their  faces  to  the 
powers  of  creation,  the  natural  world.  The  judicial  system  is  being  used 
to  suppress  the  spiritual  power  of  the  Four  Directions.  The  leaders  of 
some  countries  have  deputized  runners  of  destruction  and  exploitation. 

They  have  been  given  instructions  to  find  all  natural  resources  and  remove 
them  from  their  ancient  habitats  and  deliver  them  to  the  industrial 
complexes  that  gird  for  war.  Leaders  of  industrial  nations  throughout  the 
world  confront  each  other  with  ideological  dogmas  that  speak  of  peace,  but 
mean  war.  All  of  this  is  being  done  without  regard  to  the  consequences 
that  will  be  visited  upon  our  children. 

Our  white  brother,  whose  gift  from  the  Creator  was  invention,  has  used 
this  gift  to  unleash  the  ultimate  power  of  the  atom.  This  was  done  in  the 
Sacred  Mountains  of  New  Mexico,  mountains  which  have  held  these  forces 
within  their  protection  since  we  were  planted  here  by  the  Creator. 

Sacred  sites  are  being  desecrated  and  destroyed  despite  the  protest  of 
our  spiritual  leaders.  Poisons  have  been  unleashed  upon  the  land,  in  the 
waters  and  springs  that  we  need  for  survival.  By  destroying  the  sacred 
mountains  and  burial  sites,  man  has  destroyed  the  prayer  sticks  and  sacred 
places  that  hold  the  dust  of  our  ancient  ones,  those  put  there  to  work 
with  the  Creator  for  our  welfare. 

The  holders  of  these  objects  have  now  become  the  experts  and  they  tell 
the  Indian  people  what  they  mean  without  knowledge  or  respect.  They 
exercise  a cultural  arrogance  they  claim  was  manifest  by  God  to  be  their 
destiny.  Indian  nations  have  suffered  death,  destruction,  forced  removal 
from  the  land,  and  we  have  witnessed  the  desecration  of  our  dead.  It 
continues  to  this  day  under  the  guise  of  education,  even  going  so  far  to 
use  our  own  people  against  us.  It  is  this  blindness  that  is  so  dangerous. 
We  have  failed  and  we  are  being  warned. 

We  must  heed  the  warnings  being  visited  upon  the  earth.  We  must  make 
the  connection  between  the  warnings  and  the  desecration  of  the  earth.  The 
drumbeat  of  our  hearts  will  cease  and  we  shall  have  destroyed  that  which 
we  have  sworn  to  protect.  There  will  be  no  life  or  future  for  our 
children . 


Our  elders,  who  carry  the  ancient  instructions  and  teachings,  stand  in 
a circle  praying  for  the  land  and  life.  The  ceremonies  are  sacred  and  the 
instructions  are  sacred.  They  must  be  treated  with  respect  and  conducted 
by  the  proper  authorities  in  the  Four  Directions. 

As  long  as  we  hold  fast  to  this,  our  life  will  continue  and  there  will 
be  a future  for  all  people.  We  look  to  other  people  in  other  lands  to 
recognize  this  and  stand  with  the  Circle  of  Life." 

Wo  Wa  Tsa  Woegah  Nan  Keh  Wiat 
(Finished  with  respect  for  life) 

"RE : Alert:  All  Native  American  Communities"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Sep  1997  15:27:45  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol . com 

Sub j : Alert--All  Native  American  communities 
UUCP  email 

Sub j : Native  American  Community  Alert! 

Certainly,  you  may  pass  the  column  around.  It's  out  on  the  New  York  Times 
wire  as  of  4 a.m.  this  morning. 

It's  important  that  it  get  out  quickly. 

SEN.  GORTON  ATTEMPTS  TO  AMBUSH  INDIAN  TRIBES 

(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Charles  Levendosky,  editorial  page  editor  of  the  Casper 
(Wyo.)  Star-Tribune,  has  a national  reputation  for  First  Amendment 
commentary.  His  e-mail  address  is  levendos@trib.com.) 

By  CHARLES  LEVENDOSKY 

c.1997  Casper  (Wyo.)  Star-Tribune 

Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  R-Wash.  — who  has,  perhaps  unfairly,  been  called 
"the  Indian  fighter"  — did  attempt  to  ambush  tribes  by  quietly 
attaching  an  explosive  rider  to  the  Senate  version  of  the  Interior 
appropriations  bill.  The  provision  threatens  their  sovereign  immunity 
— and  thereby  their  very  lifeblood. 

Under  the  Gorton  provision  (Section  120),  Indian  tribes  must  either  give 
up  their  sovereign  immunity  or  relinquish  more  than  half  the  federal 
funding  they  receive  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  for  essential 
programs . 

For  most  tribes  the  loss  of  those  funds  would  be  economically 
devastating.  Yet  giving  up  sovereign  immunity  means  that  tribes  would 
quickly  lose  their  ability  to  govern  themselves  and  protect  the  funds 
they  do  have.  Either  choice  triggers  detonation. 

Tribal  sovereign  immunity  means  that  a tribe  cannot  be  sued  without  its 
consent.  Cities  and  states  have  sovereign  immunity.  The  federal 
government  has  sovereign  immunity.  Sovereign  immunity  protects 
governments  from  unwarranted  attacks  on  their  treasuries  and  undue 
intrusion  on  governmental  functions. 

Sovereign  entities  do  waive  that  immunity  in  special,  limited 
circumstances  so  that  injustices  they  may  have  caused  can  be  righted. 

Sovereign  immunity  allows  governments  to  serve  and  provide  services  to 
the  citizenry  within  their  jurisdiction  by  protecting  them  from  raids 
upon  their  treasuries.  Without  sovereign  immunity,  tribes  could  be 
dragged  into  court  and  legally  harassed  out  of  existence. 

But  Gorton  claims  that  the  "doctrine  of  sovereign  immunity  places  tribes 
above  the  law. " 

In  fact,  however,  Gorton's  provision  discriminates  against  tribes. 

Gorton  has  not  proposed  that  states  and  local  governments  also  give  up 
sovereign  immunity  in  order  to  receive  federal  funds. 

The  federal  government  and  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  have  long  recognized 
that  tribes  are  governments  — governments  with  the  inherent  right  of 
sovereign  immunity. 

Only  last  year,  the  high  court  ruled  in  Seminole  Tribe  of  Florida  v. 
Florida  "that  Congress  does  not  have  the  authority  under  the 


Constitution  to  make  the  State  suable  in  federal  court  ...  ."A  state 
cannot  be  sued  in  federal  court  without  its  consent.  In  earlier  rulings, 
the  Supreme  Court  has  upheld  tribal  sovereign  immunity  from  attack. 

If  a tribe  decides  to  retain  sovereign  immunity,  it  loses  its  federal 
Tribal  Priority  Allocations  (TPA) . Those  funds  are  used  for  tribal 
government,  human  services,  road  maintenance,  welfare  assistance 
programs,  law  enforcement,  community  development,  schools,  and  housing 
improvements . 

The  loss  of  TPA  funds  would  cripple  a tribe's  ability  to  govern  itself 
and  could  jeopardize  its  existence. 

Long  ago  the  federal  government  recognized  that  it  owed  Indian  tribes 
financial  assistance  in  exchange  for  the  lands  and  natural  resources 
that  were  taken  from  them.  That  exchange  is  part  of  the  trust 
relationship  the  federal  government  has  with  tribes.  Few  tribes  are 
economically  self  sufficient. 

Sen.  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell,  R-Colo.,  the  only  Indian  in  Congress, 
chairs  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  In  a Sept.  4 "Dear 
Colleague"  letter  to  members  of  the  Senate,  he  wrote  that  Section  120 
"would  violate  specific  promises  made  to  Indian  tribes  in  their  treaties 
with  the  United  States." 

Campbell  said  of  the  TPA:  "These  funds  are  targeted  at  addressing  the 
most  critical  areas  of  need  in  Indian  country." 

Indeed,  according  to  BIA  statistics,  38  percent  of  Indians,  ages  6 to  11 
years  old  live  below  the  poverty  level.  And  16  percent  of  Indian  males 
and  13  percent  of  Indian  females  who  are  16  years  of  age  and  older  are 
unemployed.  Of  those  employed,  29  percent  earn  less  than  $10,000  a year. 
The  figures  show  a far  greater  poverty  level  than  for  any  other  ethnic 
or  racial  group  in  the  United  States. 

There  were  no  hearings  on  Gorton's  proposal  to  force  tribes  to  give  up 
all  their  immunity  from  lawsuits  or  face  even  greater  poverty.  There 
should  have  been. 

And  there  were  no  congressional  inquiries  about  the  constitutionality  of 
such  a drastic  proposal.  Article  III,  Section  2 of  the  U.S.  Constitution 
defines  the  judicial  power  of  the  federal  courts.  Nowhere  in  that 
language  does  it  provide  this  kind  of  jurisdiction  over  tribes.  Congress 
does  not  have  the  authority  to  change  Article  III. 

And  it  is  unlikely  that  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  would  uphold  the  use  of 
coercion  to  force  the  surrender  of  a basic  right.  It  has  never  done  so 
in  the  past. 

Think  of  the  public  reaction  if  a member  of  Congress  proposed  that 
states  give  up  their  sovereign  immunity  in  order  to  continue  to  receive 
federal  funds.  Yet  Gorton  doesn't  think  his  provision  targets  Indians 
unfairly. 

Last  week  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  Gorton  paraded  a list  of  serious 
grievances  against  tribes  that  were  not  resolved  because  the  tribes 
involved  would  not  grant  consent  to  be  sued.  He  neglected,  however,  to 
tell  his  colleagues  about  the  number  of  citizens  who  have  been  refused 
the  right  to  sue  their  local  governments  or  their  states  for  similar 
grievances . 

David  Hayes,  special  counselor  to  the  Secretary  of  Interior,  responded 
Friday:  "Tribes,  states  and  the  feds  all  have  waived  their  sovereign 
immunity  in  specific  cases.  And  that's  appropriate.  But  what  this 
proposal  does  is  take  a sledge  hammer  approach  . . . which  is  totally 
antithetical  to  the  notion  of  sovereignty  and  self  governance. 

"We  have  a special  obligation  to  protect  the  sovereignty  and  self 
governance  of  tribes.  It's  rare  that  we  encounter  such  a frontal  assault 
on  those  very  central  principles  as  we  have  here." 

In  an  interview  Thursday,  Deputy  Assistant  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs 
Michael  Anderson  put  it  bluntly:  "The  administration  objects  strongly 
and  would  recommend  a veto  of  this  ...  We  think  that  without  any  kind  of 
analysis  by  the  Congress,  this  is  really  premature,  unprecedented,  and 
objectionable. " 

Gorton  would  be  wise  to  withdraw  his  attack  on  Indians.  It  has  Custer 
written  all  over  it. 


- — "RE:  Excellent  Response  to  HR2107"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Sep  1997  09:37:22  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : Dawn  Chere--excellent  piece/ltr--HR  2107 
UUCP  email 
Dear  Sirs  or  Madams: 

It  has  recently  come  to  my  attention  that  there  is  a bill  in  the  works 
from  Senator  Gorton  having  to  do  with  monetary  appropriations  for  the  Dept 
of  the  Interior.  Within  this  bill  there  are  statements  requesting  that 
funding  for  Native  American  Sovereign  Nations  be  required  to  give  up 
either  their  Sovereignty  or  their  federal  funding. 

I am  a registered  Chickasaw  Native  American,  although  I do  not  qualify 
for  aid;  nor  do  I want  or  need  any.  However,  there  are  several  who  rely 
on  the  federal  money  that  is  sent  to  the  Nations  each  year.  It  funds 
schools,  medical  clinics,  employment  opportunities,  and  so  much  more. 

To  require  the  Nations  to  give  up  their  sovereignty  is  the  same  as 
requiring  individual  States  to  be  required  to  do  the  same.  (The  states 
are  guilty  of  the  same  offenses  as  the  Nations  are  being  accused  of) . 

If  you  but  look  in  history  books  you  will  find  where  the  United  States 
made  agreements  (treaties)  with  the  individual  Nations  or  groups  of 
Nations  to  supply  monetary  compensation  for  removal  and/or  purchase  of  the 
lands  that  the  Native  Americans  had  occupied.  I am  a descendant  of  Levi 
Colbert  and  in  my  genealogical  papers  I find  several  references  to 
treaties  and  monetary  compensation.  Here  are  some  of  the  places  that  are 
referenced  in  my  notes. 

1)  Treaty  between  the  Untied  States  and  the  Chickasaws  Oct  24,  1801, 
American  State  Papers,  Indian  Affairs,  I,  648-49;  Hawkings  to  Dearborn 
Oct  28,  1801,  in  Hawkings  Letters  of  Benjamin  Hawkings;  390-92; 

Malcolm  1805,  McGee  report  on  the  Colberts,  Draper  Collection,  Frontier 
Wars  Manuscripts,  Robertson  Collection,  Tennessee  State  Archives. 

2)  Treaty  with  the  Chickasaw,  1786  in  Charles  3.  Kappler  (Compiled  and 
edited),  Indian  Affairs;  Laws  and  Treaties  II,  14-16.  (beginning  of 
official  relations  between  Chickasaw  Nation  & United  States) 

3)  The  Treaty  of  1836  is  the  last  one  I can  find  reference  to  in  my  notes 
solely  because  that  is  the  last  of  the  treaties  that  Levi  Colbert  was  a 
party  to  that  I have  researched  so  far. 

There  are  several  treaties  &/or  laws  since.  Giving  Sovereignty  back  to 
the  Chickasaw  and  other  Nations.  The  yearly  annuity  is  a necessary 
payment  much  as  social  security,  HMO,  and  other  health  care  and  government 
funded  programs  are.  There  is  no  way  that  the  Nations  can  help  their 
people  without  the  annuity  and  to  require  them  to  give  up  their 
Sovereignty  to  receive  it  is  criminal. 

As  one  of  your  constituents  living  within  Oregon,  and  a tax  paying  adult, 
that  happens  to  be  proud  of  her  heritage,  I am  asking  you  to  vote  NO  on 
this  and  any  bill  that  requires  Native  American  Nations  to  relinquish 
Sovereign  Rights. 

Signed, 

Dawn  Chere  Moss 

6111  SW  Valley  Ave 

Beaverton,  OR  97008 

email  address:  DawnChere@aol.com 

"RE : Ute  Land  Grab"  

Date:  10  Sep  1997  01:59:57  GMT 
From:  wilkhill@aol.com  (WilkHill) 

Sub j : NEED  HELP!  UTE  LAND  GRAB  TODAY!!! 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

HELP!  ! ! 

This  in  an  emergency!  I got  an  Instant  Message  today  from  my  cousins 


living  on  the  UTE  Indian  Reservation. 

It  states  : SEPT.  9,  1997 , THE  GOV.  OF  UTAH  PASSED  A LAW  TODAY  THAT 
ROOSEVELT,  UTAH,  IS  NO  LONGER  PART  OF  THE  UTE  RESERVATION  AND,  THEREFORE, 
NO  LONGER  INDIAN  LAND.  TRIBAL  MEMBERS  ARE  NO  LONGER  TAX  EXEMPT.  THE  TRIBE 
IS  GOING  TO  BOYCOTT  ALL  BUSINESS  IN  ROOSEVELT,  UT. 

THIS  IS  A PREVIEW  OF  WHAT  SEN.  SLADE  GORTON  IS  PLANNING  FOR  ALL  NATIVE 
AMERICAN  NATIONS! 

I am  asking,  no,  begging  all  of  you  that  read  this  newsgroup  to  write 
and  state  that  this  will  NOT  be  tolerated,  that  we,  the  world  are 
WATCHING,  that  we  support  the  actions  of  the  UTE  TRIBE  in  their  BOYCOTT. 

Roosevelt  is  located  in  the  middle  of  Indian  Lands  and  it  will  be  very 
difficult  for  them  to  maintain  this  boycott  without  our  encouragement. 

They  will  have  to  drive  outside  the  Reservation  to  shop  for  their  families 
This  is  yet  another  land  grab.  Every  time  this  happens,  someone  is 
breaking  promises  made  in  our  name!!! 

There  is  OIL  on  UTE  land  and  this  could  quickly  become  the  next  Big 
Mountain.  The  Ute  RESERVATION  is  not  to  far  north  of  the  NAVAIO  Tribes. 
The  UTE  Reservation  will  be  the  next  stop. 

I could  list  2 dozen  email  address,  but  it  would  be  much  move  efficient 
to  mail  them  to  me  and  I can  forward  them  to  ALL  parties  necessary. 

Address  your  letter  to,  TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN:  Please  don't  add  any 
personal  comments  to  me  so  I won't  waste  precious  time  cutting  and  editing 
My  Sincere  Thanks, 

Angie 

wilkhill@aol . com 

- "RE:  Patronizing  Indians?"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Sep  1997  10:20:22  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : "Patronizing  Indians":  Globe  and  Mail  Opinion 

[Canada's  national  newspaper  the  Globe  and  Mail  has  initiated  a new  column 
entitled  "Impolite  Company".  The  paper  has  chosen  to  inaugurate  the  column 
with  Western  Redneck  Reporter  Link  Byfield,  familiar  to  the  readers  of  BC 
and  Western  Reports.  If  anyone  would  like  to  respond,  email  addresses  for 
the  Globe  and  Mail  and  Mr.  Byfield  are  provided  following  the  article. 

--  S.I.S.I.S.] 


IT'S  TIME  TO  STOP  PATRONIZING  INDIANS 

The  Globe  and  Mail,  Saturday  Sept.  13,  1997  Opinion/Editorial  . P.D6 
by  Link  Byfield 

Being  invited  to  inaugurate  a new  Saturday  feature  headed  Impolite 
Company  leaves  one  wondering  whom  it  says  more  about,  the  asker  or  the 
asked.  Pity  the  header  couldn't  have  been  more  menacing  - something  like 
Redneck  Company  or  Extreme  Company.  I take  it  the  liberal  instinct  now  is 
to  trivialize  dissent  not  as  dangerous,  but  merely  "impolite",  in  vain 
hopes  it  will  go  away  embarrassed.  It  won't. 

Take  our  Indian  problem,  for  example,  which  certainly  isn't  going  away. 
But  there  I go.  It  is  insensitive  to  say  "Indian"  nowadays;  the  approved 
term  is  first  nations;  and  it  is  impolite  to  say  "our",  as  though  we 
owned  them;  and  it  is  impolite  to  say  they  are  a problem.  So  let  me 
rephrase.  Take  for  example  the  challenge  posed  by  first  nationals,  which 
is  especially  acute  in  the  West.  In  fact,  western  reserves  this  summer 
are  in  increasing  uproar,  and  it  will  get  worse  before  it  gets  better. 

Correct  liberal  opinion  for  the  past  couple  of  centuries  has  patronized 
Indians  as  noble  savages.  It  still  does,  except  that  today  it  would, very 
gingerly,  substitute  "primitive"  for  "savage",  and  only  in  its 
Rousseauian  meaning  of  "unspoiled",  "natural"  "intuitive", 
"environmentally  attuned",  "non-Eurocentric, " etc.  As  every  liberal 
knows,  we  deplorable  Europeans  showed  up  here  on  the  prairies,  built 
railways,  brought  in  farmers,  shot  off  all  the  buffalo,  forced  the 
Indians  to  live  on  reserves,  and  then  ordered  them  to  send  their  children 
to  boarding  schools  where  they  were  sodomized  and  forcibly  assimilated. 


Bad  us  - not  that  there's  anything  wrong  with  sodomy,  mind  you. 

The  only  difficulty  is  that  this  is  all  fiction.  It  was  the  natives  who 
killed  almost  all  the  buffalo,  for  there  were  hardly  any  whites  in  the 
Canadian  West  prior  to  the  animal's  disappearance  in  1879.  Seeing  their 
main  food  source  vanishing  due  to  intertribal  competition,  Indians 
pleaded  with  Ottawa  to  strike  treaties  and  reserve  them  land,  teach  them 
to  farm  and  send  their  children  to  school. 

Eventually  Ottawa  did,  with  all  the  familiar  competence  and  grace  we  in 
the  West  have  so  long  admired.  The  much-maligned  missionaries  were  the 
Indians'  only  reliable  white  friends  at  this  critical  juncture,  and  the 
schools  they  built  and  ran  on  shoestring  budgets  were  very  popular  with 
Indian  parents,  who  knew  they  offered  the  only  escape  from  poverty. 

There  is  little  if  any  evidence  of  sexual  abuse  at  the  schools  until  much 
later,  after  moral  permissiveness  infected  the  churches,  along  with 
everything  else. 

The  next  crucial  moment  in  Indian  history  came  with  a federal  white  pape 
in  1969.  It  proposed  to  abolish  special  status  and  treat  Indians  like 
everyone  else.  For  with  the  recent  arrival  of  welfare,  most  reserves  were 
rapidly  becoming  not  just  poor  (they  had  always  been  that)  but  downright 
hideous.  With  residents  robbed  of  any  necessity  to  work,  reserve  culture 
had  immediately  fallen  into  alcoholism,  incest,  unemployment,  assault, 
divorce,  illiteracy  and  despair. 

Sadly,  the  white  paper  was  abandoned  when  the  Indians  protested,  backed 
by  fashionable  urban  sentiment.  Instead,  having  escaped  the  dread  tragedy 
of  "assimilation,"  and  as  the  suicide  rate  soared,  and  cheered  on  by 
every  smug  liberal  in  the  country,  Indians  set  out  to  get  "self-government 
But  apart  from  unsuccessful  attempts  early  on,  Ottawa's  Indian  policy  had 
never  been  assimilationist;  quite  the  opposite.  Life  on  the  reserves  had 
been  protected  and  regulated  by  federal  bureaucrats  down  to  the  most  tidy 
and  trivial  detail.  The  new  political  class  of  Indians  did  not  want 
freedom,  they  wanted  only  to  replace  the  bureaucrats  and  get  their  hands 
on  the  swelling  tide  of  federal  cash.  So  to  all  the  ills  enumerated 
above,  we  added  political  corruption  - corruption  on  a scale  that  is 
frankly  astonishing. 

Except  that  it  isn't  astonishing  to  anyone  who  understands  the  lingering 
tribal  mind  set  at  work,  and  the  fact  that  Indians  have  been  preserved  in 
a state  of  learned  helplessness  for  five  generations.  As  an  exasperated 
Alberta  judge,  John  Reilly,  remarked  in  Dune  about  the  Stony  Reserve  west 
of  Calgary,  the  place  has  become  "a  prison  without  bars,"  "a  welfare 
ghetto"  and  a "banana  republic."  This  was  scandalously  impolite. 
Significantly,  however,  Dudge  Reilly's  opinion  was  endorsed  by  the 
unelected  elder  statesmen  of  the  Blood,  Stony,  Blackfoot,  Sarcee  and 
Cree,  who  are  plainly  appalled  at  the  moral  squalor  to  which  their 
communities  have  been  reduced. 

So  perhaps  it  is  time  for  us  to  concern  ourselves  a little  less  with 
manners  and  a little  more  with  reality,  and  realize  that  special  status 
means  lower  status.  Maybe  it  is  time  we  rediscovered  the  principle  of 
treating  our  neighbours  as  ourselves. 

Link  Byfield  is  the  editor  publisher  of  Alberta  Report.  We  welcome 
unconventional  wisdom  and  straight  talk  in  this  space.  Send  submissions 
to  Impolite  Company,  The  Globe  and  Mail,  444  Front  St.  W.,  Toronto,  Ont. 
M5V  2S9 


Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail:  letters(3GlobeAndMail . ca 

William  Thorsell,  editor  of  the  Globe  and  Mail:  wthorsell(3globeandmail . ca 
Link  Byfield,  c/o  Alberta  Report:  ar@ccinet.ab.ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 


For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 


"RE ; Wolverine  Speaks"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Sep  1997  00:19:16  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Wolverine  Speaks 

And  now: "S.I.S.I .S. " <SISIS@envirolink.org>  writes: 

: - : - : - :S . I . S. I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
September  11,  1997  Bulletin 

INTERVIEW  WITH  WOLVERINE  FROM  INSIDE  THE  TS'PETEN  CAMP 

Two  years  ago  today,  14  indigenous  traditionalists  and  4 non-native 
supporters  defending  sacred,  unceded  Sundance  and  burial  grounds  at 
Ts'peten  (aka  Gustafsen  Lake  in  central  British  Columbia)  held  off  the 
largest  paramilitary  operation  in  Canadian  history.  Sept.  11,  1995,  the 
Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  (RCMP)  assisted  by  the  Canadian  Forces  (CF) 
ambushed  one  of  the  camp  vehicles  as  it  made  a customary  trip  to  get 
drinking  water  and  escort  an  incoming  delegation  of  elders.  RCMP  detonated 
a powerful  land  mine  underneath  the  vehicle,  and  moments  later  a CF  14  ton 
Armoured  Personnel  Carrier  (APC)  rammed  the  vehicle  and  drove  up  on  top  of 
the  front  of  it. 

The  two  occupants  of  the  camp  truck  say  they  felt  themselves  literally 
"blown  out"  of  the  vehicle.  As  they  fled  unarmed  across  the  lake,  they  were 
fired  upon  from  an  APC  and  ordered  to  halt.  Seconds  later,  automatic 
weapons  fire  opened  up  on  the  swimmers;  the  white  bullet  trails  through  the 
water  are  plainly  visible  on  the  police  aerial  surveillance  videotape  of 
the  incident. 

Their  impending  murder  was  prevented  only  by  the  courageous  and  selfless 
entry  of  the  Shuswap  elder  Wolverine,  who  succeeded  in  diverting  the 
attention  of  the  APC.  According  to  the  later  testimony  of  the  vehicle's  CF 
driver,  the  APC  pursued  him  "eyeball  to  eyeball",  under  orders  to 
"eliminate  the  shooter".  Zig-zagging  and  firing  at  the  wheels  of  the 
tank-like  APC,  Wolverine  too  escaped  when  the  APC  became  disabled  running 
over  a tree. 

The  vastly  superior  forces  of  the  RCMP  and  Canadian  Forces  retreated  that 
day  in  disarray,  after  firing  tens  of  thousands  of  rounds  of  ammunition. 

One  participating  Canadian  soldier  said  it  was  probably  "the  biggest  land 
battle  by  the  Canadian  military  since  the  Korean  War."  Yet  only  one  of  the 
Ts'peten  Defenders,  an  unarmed  young  woman,  was  shot  and  wounded  by  an  RCMP 
sniper. 

Wolverine  and  other  Ts'peten  Defenders  are  now  political  prisoners  of  the 
NDP  government  of  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  sentenced  to  between 
six  months  and  eight  years  in  prison  by  a court  with  no  lawful  jurisdiction 
to  do  so.  Wolverine  was  denied  counsel  of  choice,  and  his  impregnable  legal 
arguments  showing  the  continuity  of  Shuswap  Sovereignty  and  jurisdiction 
over  their  traditional,  unceded  territory  were  arbitrarily  disallowed. 

>From  the  Ts'peten  Sundance  Camp  two  years  ago,  the  then  64-year  old  elder 
announced  his  defiance  of  the  RCMP's  declaration  of  war  and  demanded  that 
the  nation  to  nation  dispute  be  settled  instead  according  to  the  existing 
international  and  constitutional  law  remedies. 

>From  that  place  of  struggle,  resistance,  and  honour  come  these  words  of 
Wolverine: 

Ts'peten  Sundance  Camp  - Gustafsen  Lake,  summer  1995 

Question:  Some  people  think  this  is  a dispute  over  a patch  of  land  in  the 
interior  of  British  Columbia.  But  there's  a much  bigger  picture  here  isn't 
there?  Can  you  talk  about  some  of  the  bigger  issues. 

Wolverine:  The  big  issue  is  law.  The  Government  of  Canada  doesn't  want  to 
deal  with  its  own  laws.  We  had  11  cases  thrown  out  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  on  the  grounds  that  the  issue  was  "not  of  public  importance  to 
Canada".  They  refused  to  listen.  So  they  kicked  these  cases  out. 

We  don't  have  any  choice  but  to  advance  our  legal  arguments  to  the 
Queen's  Privy  Council  of  Great  Britain  - to  go  back  to  the  place  of 


[Canada's]  original  jurisdiction,  which  lies  with  Imperial  Crown  of  Great 
Britain.  That  was  once  done  by  the  Mohegans  in  Mohegans  vs.  Connecticut  in 
1773.  If  it  was  done  once  it  may  be  done  again.  For  England,  the  Privy 
Council  of  Great  Britain,  ruled  in  the  Indians  favour  at  that  time. 

So,  we  feel  that  if  we  advance  our  legal  argument  at  that  level, 
we  are  then  using  international  law.  For  domestic  laws  don't  apply  in  this 
situation  here.  For  we  are  going  right  to  the  very  top  through  the  Governor 
General's  Office,  if  he  does  his  job,  forwarding  our  legal  demands  through 
the  Privy  Council  into  the  Queen.  These  are  what  we  stand  for  here. 

The  RCMP  has  declared  war  on  us  and  said  we  are  squatters. 

Squatters.  Flere  on  our  own  homeland.  Yet  they  refuse  to  deal  in  law.  They 
only  deal  with  provincial  legislation  which  to  us  is  not  law.  Because  this 
is  still  all  unceded  territory,  except  for  a few  small  treaty  areas  made 
with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  That  part  should  be  called  British  Columbia 
but  not  our  lands  because  we  are  sitting  on  untreatied  land.  So  British 
Columbia  should  not  try  to  impose  their  laws  upon  Indian  Peoples. 

This  is  the  reason  why  we're  getting  into  the  international  arena 
with  the  steps  that  we've  taken.  And  if  the  Queen  doesn't  abide  by  her  own 
laws  then  European  countries  should  take  the  Queen  to  task  for  not 
upholding  her  duty.  These  are  some  of  the  things  we're  looking  at  here. 
Because  we  are  using  law  not  weapons.  But  we  will  use  weapons  in  self 
defence  if  it  comes  to  that.  Because  the  RCMP  declared  war  on  us.  So  the 
RCMP,  who  is  supposed  to  uphold  law,  isn't  doing  their  duty. 

Question:  And  you're  prepared  to  die  here? 

Wolverine:  That's  right.  We're  prepared  to  go  out  in  body  bags.  Either  way 
we  win.  Canada  will  have  to  answer  "why  did  this  happen  when  these  people 
were  asking  for  a peaceful  solution  to  this  problem  through  the 
Governor-General's  office  to  the  Privy  Council?  We  are  using  international 
law;  domestic  laws  do  not  apply  here  because  now  we  are  dealing 
nation-to-nation . They  cannot  criminalize  us  for  our  acts,  we  have 
immunity  from  all  domestic  laws.  They  cannot  charge  us  in  any  way  because 
we  are  a sovereign  people. 

Question:  The  government  takes  this  occupation  of  your  lands  very 
seriously? 

Wolverine:  Yes,  because  they've  already  mortgaged  this  country  up  to  the 
hilt  and  the  plan  is  annexation  to  the  United  States.  This  is  what  NAFTA 
is  all  about  and  Free  Trade.  These  are  some  of  the  things  that  people  must 
understand.  The  government  sees  us  all  as  a threat  to  their  plans  such  as 
NAFTA.  The  same  thing  as  the  people  in  Chiapas.  They  are  making  a stand 
over  there  - they  too  threaten  these  plans  of  the  Trilateral  Commission. 

Question:  Have  you  met  with  people  from  Chiapas? 

Wolverine:  I met  with  them  in  1993  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico  just  before 
the  uprising  took  place.  The  message  that  they  gave  us  then  was:  "This  may 
be  the  last  time  we  see  you  in  this  life,  for  when  we  go  home  we  may  be 
walking  the  stars."  It  never  hit  home  what  they  meant  until  I got  home  and 
saw  on  TV  what  took  place  down  there.  That  was  the  start  of  the  uprising 
in  Chiapas.  But  to  date,  I haven't  met  with  any  of  them  again.  I have  met 
with  some  support  groups...  I just  hope  the  brothers  and  sisters  down 
there  hear  of  this  and  understand  that  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
North  country  are  also  prepared  to  stand  and  die  if  necessary  - if  we 
can't  achieve  a peaceful  solution. 

/ // \\\/ / /FREE  WOLVERINE  - FREE  THE  TS'PETEN  DEFENDERS\\\///\\\ 

=====FREE  THE  SOVEREIGN  INDIGENOUS  NATIONS  OF  THE  AMERICAS===== 

WRITE  THE  DEFENDERS: 

Wolverine  (lones  William  Ignace)  Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 

Abbotsford,  BC,  V2S  5X8  Canada 
lames  Pitawanakwat  (03)  Political  Prisoner 
same  address  as  Wolverine 
Flo  Sampson,  Political  Prisoner 
Burnaby  Correctional  Centre  for  Women 
7900  Fraser  Park  Drive,  Burnaby,  BC,  V5D  5B9  Canada 
CONTACT  THE  SPOKESPERSONS: 

Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  V5N  4B3  Canada 


Spokespeople : 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
SIGN  THE  PETITION: 

The  petition  demanding  a public  inquiry  into  the  Gustafsen  Lake  crisis  is 
online  at: 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/inq_pet . html 
It  can  be  signed  via  email  by  sending  a message  to  sisis@envirolink.org 
with  "petition"  in  the  subject  line  and  "I  support  the  public  inquiry  into 
Gustafsen  Lake"  in  the  body  of  your  message. 

More  information  about  Gustafsen  Lake: 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Little  Bighorn"  
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UUCP  email 

Good  evening  all. 

This  article  is  a couple  of  weeks  old  and  from  the  NYT  by  way  of 
the  Kansas  City  Star.  The  controversy  about  the  memorial  is  not  new,  but  I 
thought  the  one  sentence  in  the  article  was  one  of  the  most  honest 
statements  I'd  seen  in  print  in  a long  time.  " Part  of  the  anger  of  the 
white  traditionalists  stems  from  a sense  that  they  are  losing  control  of 
history."  Pretty  much  says  it  all,  imo "control  of  history" 

http: //www. kcstar.com/sbin/ ia r eco rd ?NS- doc- pat h=/vol 1/pubs/ 
archive- 97/9708/970824/970824. 207&NS-doc-off set=9&NS-collection= 
archive- 97&NS- search- set =/var/tmp/34174/aaaa001Rsl74d91& 

Fighting  continues  where  Custer  died  Planned  memorial  to  Indians  killed 
in  battle  stirs  clash  of  cultures. 

By:  3 AMES  BROOKE  The  New  York  Times 
Date:  08/24/97 

CROW  AGENCY,  Mont.  - To  one  defender  of  Lt . Col.  George  Custer,  it  is  like 
building  a memorial  to  the  Mexicans  killed  at  the  Alamo  or  "handing  the 
Vietnam  War  memorial  over  to  the  Vietnamese." 

To  a Crow  Indian  tour  guide  at  the  Little  Bighorn  Battlefield,  the  proposed 
monument  would  be  "great"  because  "the  Indians  won,  but  they  are  not 
honored  here."  Four  generations  after  Indian  warriors  killed  Custer  and 
the  troops  in  his  command  in  the  hills  overlooking  the  Little  Bighorn 
River,  the  National  Park  Service  is  going  ahead  with  plans  to  build  a 
monument  to  the  Indians  who  died  in  the  battle.  A monument  design  was 
chosen  earlier  this  year,  but  critics  say  the  structure  will  detract  from 
an  obelisk  to  the  fallen  soldiers. 

Some  of  the  critics'  resentment  comes  down  to  numbers.  About  270  soldiers 
and  Indian  scouts  of  the  7th  Cavalry  were  killed  in  the  battle.  The  only 
memorial  in  their  honor  is  the  weather-beaten  granite  obelisk  that  has  a 
modern-day  replacement  value  of  $50,000.  About  75  Sioux  and  Cheyenne 
warriors  died  in  the  battle.  The  memorial  planned  in  their  honor  would  be  a 
walk-in  monument  expected  to  cost  as  much  as  $2  million.  "If  you  want  to 


emphasize  the  Indian  victory,  please  don't  do  it  at  the  mass  grave  of  200 
U.S.  soldiers,"  said  Wayne  Sarf,  a New  Jersey  history  professor  who  is  a 
leading  critic  of  the  Indian  memorial. 

Such  complaints  fail  to  move  Gerard  Baker,  the  superintendent  of  the  Little 
Bighorn  Battlefield  National  Monument,  which  covers  more  than  700  acres. 

"This  memorial  will  represent  all  the  fallen  American  Indian  people," 

Baker  said,  striding  over  the  proposed  site,  on  a grassy  shoulder  of  Last 
Stand  Hill,  about  50  yards  from  the  7th  Cavalry  obelisk.  "This  wasn't  the 
only  battle  the  Indians  won, ' ' said  Baker,  a Mandan  Hidatsa  Indian  from 
North  Dakota.  Part  of  the  anger  of  the  white  traditionalists  stems  from  a 
sense  that  they  are  losing  control  of  history.  Although  six  Western  states, 
including  Montana,  have  counties  named  Custer,  Congress  voted  in  1991  to 
strip  Custer  from  the  name  of  the  battlefield  here.  The  same  legislation 
authorized  the  construction  of  the  memorial  to  the  Indians. 

end  of  excerpt 
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September  9,  1997 

The  President  of  the  United  States 
President@whitehouse.gov 
Clintonpz@aol . com 
1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Washington,  DC.  20500-0001 

Dear  Mr.  President, 

I am  writing  to  inform  you  of  my  concern  that  The  United  States  of  America 
seems  not  to  be  living  up  to  its  promise.  The  ideals  set  forth  when 
imagining  the  perfect  world  of  American  lore,  clash  violently  with  the 
America  I live  in  now.  The  reality  of  the  country  we  live  in  cannot  be  the 
original  goal  visualized  by  the  first  dreamers  of  the  American  dream. 
Understanding  that  all  ideals  must  evolve  in  respect  to  the  evolution  of 
the  society  that  holds  them,  I must  say  that  we  of  these  United  States  have 
spawned  a society  of  hypocrisy  almost  upon  conception.  Freedom,  equality 
and  justice  seem  just  words  bandied  about  to  make  us  feel  good  about 
ourselves,  not  real  principles  to  live  by.  The  lessons  of  our  past  mostly 
ignored  or  twisted  to  fit  the  personal  agendas  of  whoever  is  in  power. 

Look  around  and  you  will  see  an  America  full  of  deception  and  cruelty, 
personal  gain  at  the  expense  of  all,  the  lesson  learned.  The  loving 
fellowship  intended,  set  on  the  side  of  the  road  and  forgotten  some  time 
ago.  I sit  here  a citizen  and  wonder  why? 

If  America  was  a child  of  mine  (and  in  reality,  it  is  the  child  of  all  of 
us),  I would  say  it  has  some  serious  character  flaws.  The  ones  apparent  to 
me  are; 

1.  A lack  of  integrity  in  its  dealings  with  other  nations  as  well  as  its 
own  people. 

2.  Policies  that  seem  very  short  sighted  in  relation  to  the  Earth's 
delicate  balance. 

3.  An  inherent  greed,  at  the  expense  of  all,  that  flows  through  every 
sector  of  our  government  and  population. 

Our  country  is  not  on  the  path  that  I believe  was  intended,  nor  that  we 
pretend  it  to  be.  There  appears  to  be  a disintegration  of  the  principles  I 
learned  as  a child,  i.e.  to  treat  all  with  the  respect  that  you  would  in 
turn  wish  for  yourself,  that  everyone  you  meet  deserves  the  same  honesty 


and  decent  treatment  that  you  would  wish  for  your  family.  In  essence,  to 
be  good  and  do  what  is  right.  I understand  that  fairness  is  in  the  eye  of 
the  beholder,  and  that  all  things  being  relative,  sometimes  things  seem  at 
first  glance  unjust,  when  in  fact  they  are  not.  I also  understand  that 
when  something  seems  unjust,  and  remains  that  way,  without  reasonable 
explanation,  the  controlling  alliance  must  be  challenged  to  justify  its 
actions.  One  cannot  ignore  honor  and  integrity  when  it  is  inconvenient  to 
adhere  to  their  principals.  In  fact,  this  is  when  it  is  most  important  to 
see  them  through.  The  example  set  by  leaders  in  this  society  leave 
children  with  very  confusing  and  contradictory  lessons.  It  is  acceptable  to 
be  dishonest  if  it  is  in  your  best  interest,  and  you  are  not  caught.  Even 
then,  it  is  permissible  if  you  have  the  money  and  your  spin-doctor  can  work 
fast  enough  to  hide  you  behind  the  skirt  of  "reasonable  doubt".  The  age  of 
non-accountability  in  America  has  to  stop.  It  is  time  we  gave  America  the 
integrity  our  founders  hoped  for  it. 

Hypocrisy  and  deceit  permeate  our  society  and  our  past,  yet  we  refuse  to 
learn  from  their  teaching.  I am  a veteran,  and  was  once  very  proud  to  be 
an  American.  However  now  my  pride  has  turned  to  disillusionment  in  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  that  ours  is  a legacy  of  lies  and  half-truths.  In 
turn,  that  has  given  way  to  sadness  with  the  realization  that  our  future  is 
cast  from  them.  Unless  we  all  make  a superior  effort  to  make  amends  for 
our  collective  misdeeds  of  the  past,  our  future  will  always  be  tainted  with 
them.  This  country  can  never  truly  be  great  as  long  as  our  foundation  is 
cracked  with  lies  and  injustices  unresolved.  I am  not  some  crackpot, 
extremist  militiaman,  right  winger,  or  leftist  liberal.  Dust  an  average 
American  standing  on  Main  St.  brokenhearted  that  my  country  cannot  stand  up 
and  do  the  right  thing.  In  lying  once,  without  ever  bringing  the  truth  to 
light  and  making  right  what  was  wrong,  forever  a liar  shall  you  be.  A 
hundred  unrelated  good  deeds  could  not  make  amends  for  one  wrong  left 
enduring. 

California's  Supreme  Court  has  said:  "LIBERTY  UNRESTRAINED  IS  AN  INVITATION 
TO  ANARCHY."  This  rings  true  in  our  age  only  because  anarchy  already  lives 
in  the  heart  of  our  people.  How  ironic  that  it  is  now  the  job  of  our  own 
government  to  restrain  our  liberty.  Did  the  patriots  of  the  revolution  die 
in  vain?  Were  the  visions  of  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness 
for  all  people  just  a fantasy?  It  is  time  that  ALL  people  become 
responsible  for  their  own  actions.  Blaming  other  factors  outside  us  for 
our  wrong  doings  is  ludicrous.  There  is  no  excuse  for  not  doing  the  right 
thing.  The  "blame  it  on  everything  but  the  perpetrator"  attitude  of  our 
society  enables  those  who  would  do  wrong.  The  example  must  be  set.  It  is 
up  to  us,  every  one  of  us,  to  stand  up  for  what  is  just  for  all. 

Self-discipline  seems  a lost  art,  but  one  that  needs  a monumental 
resurrection  if  the  reality  of  our  world  is  ever  to  live  up  to  our  dreams. 

Until  it  is  in  the  heart  of  all  the  People  that  committing  a wrong  upon 
another  is  in  fact,  wrong,  we  will  be  doomed  to  containment  and  will  never 
realize  a true  solution  to  our  dilemma. 

We  wonder  why  our  children  grow  up  "bad."  It  is  because  we  are  teaching 
them,  by  example  that  to  lie,  cheat,  and  steal  is  ok,  if  not  the  only  way 
to  get  ahead.  Completing  the  mission  (financial  gain  and  social  position) 
at  any  cost,  by  any  means  necessary  the  goal,  sacrificing  their  honor  in 
the  process.  We  sit  here  wondering  why  the  young  of  America  can  break  all 
social  and  moral  laws  or  even  take  another's  life  with  ease.  The 
de-valuing  of  a human  life  is  a lesson  that  we  have  taught  them  by  our 
treatment  of  others.  All  they  learn,  they  learn  from  us.  I think  it  is 
time  we  teach  them  and  ourselves  something  new.  To  initiate  a change  in 
this  country,  we  must  return  to  where  it  started  to  go  astray.  We  have 
habitually  mistreated  the  original  nations  of  the  Americas.  We  have  carried 
out  a campaign  of  occupation  against  the  indigenous  people  of  this  land  for 
centuries.  During  this  time,  we  have  done  everything  in  our  power  to 
obliterate  these  nations,  while  still  attempting  to  convince  the  world  that 
we  are  "the  good  guys".  Legal  and  moral  codes  need  not  apply.  There  are 
many  examples  of  our  misguided  policies  towards  these  people.  The  many 
broken  treaties  and  reservation  lands  designated  unnecessary  and 
incorporated  into  the  USA  are  just  a startl.  We  have  ignored  problems  or 
instigated  tensions  among  the  first  nations  on  many  occasions.  This  policy 


has  also  spread  beyond  our  borders,  but  that  is  comment  for  another  time. 

The  incarceration  of  Leonard  Peltier  is  an  outstanding  example  of  our 
failure  to  concede  that  our  official  attitudes  towards  the  indigenous 
people  of  this  land  are  severely  flawed.  I have  not  studied  this  case 
in-depth  as  of  yet.  However  the  fact  that  a former  U.S.  Attorney  General 
has  stated  that  this  man  deserves  executive  clemency2  and  yet  has  remained 
in  prison  for  twenty-two  years,  raises  serious  questions  as  to  the 
motivations  of  our  government.  Furthermore,  this  attitude  has  not  passed 
with  history,  Mendocino  County  just  to  my  north,  echoes  with  it  right  now3. 

You  have  the  access;  you  know  the  truth,  do  the  right  thing.  To  begin 
resolving  the  conflict  in  our  nation,  we  must  first  admit  to  others  and 
ourselves  that  this  country's  foundation  is  conquered  land.  That  our 
European  ancestors  forcibly  took  our  foothold  in  these  lands.  Moreover,  it 
is  a tradition  that  has  continued.  In  the  norm,  social  justice  cannot  help 
us  until  we  become  victims.  Nevertheless,  even  after  our  society  has 
victimized  these  nations  for  generations,  we  have  yet  to  admit  that  this 
was  and  is  wrong.  To  treat  them  with  the  honesty  and  dignity  they  deserve 
is  all  that  I can  see  they  have  ever  asked  of  us.  If  only  10%  of  the 
injustices  claimed  had  merit,  it  would  sadden  me  greatly.  Unfortunately,  I 
suspect  the  percentage  will  undoubtedly  prove  higher.  When  we  treat  people 
with  indignity,  we  disparage  ourselves  and  undermine  our  society's 
abilities  to  evolve  beneficially. 

The  perpetuation  of  our  occupation  is  no  longer  acceptable.  The  Congress 
of  the  United  States  has  enacted  many  laws  and  regulations  to  oppress  these 
nations.  As  far  as  I know  they  did  not  want,  or  ask  for  citizenship.  This 
is  just  one  of  many  "gifts"  that  we  have  inflicted  upon  them4.  Moreover, 
as  is  the  case  with  all  so-called  "Indian  law,"  the  Indians  did  not  get  a 
chance  to  vote  to  accept  these  non-Indian  mandates.  The  injustice  of  it 
all  staggers  me.  The  fact  that  this  government  holds  itself  up  as  a guide 
for  other  nations  of  the  world,  as  to  what  a democracy  should  be,  is  the 
final  insult. 

When  I told  my  friends  that  I was  writing  this  letter,  they  replied  "why? 
Even  if  he  does  get  it,  it  won't  effect  any  change,  nothing  ever  does."  It 

is  that  apathy  and  disillusionment  in  our  system  that  is  at  the  core  of  our 

down  slide.  I know  this  letters'  chances  of  making  it  through  the  filtering 
between  us  are  slim,  but  I hope  my  dream  does  not  die  here.  Let  us  begin 
to  correct  our  mistakes  where  we  began  to  make  them,  with  the  indigenous 
people  of  this  land,  the  true  soulful  caretakers  of  America.  The  only 
discords  in  the  natural  song  of  this  planet  seem  to  be  us.  Nature  finds  a 
way  to  balance  her  actions  for  all,  as  we  find  a way  to  unbalance 
everything  in  our  favor.  What  is  best  for  the  whole  is  not  necessarily 
what  is  best  for  us.  As  the  first  leaders  of  the  new  millennium,  it  is  our 

duty  to  see  the  whole  picture,  and  to  do  what  is  best  for  the  world  as  an 

entity.  It  is  time  to  clean  our  collective  slate  of  the  wrongs  of  our  past 
and  start  living  up  to  the  standards  of  integrity  that  our  ideals  set. 

Although  the  past  cannot  be  undone,  it  can  be  made  right  by  learning  its 
lessons  and  becoming  an  undivided  people,  with  the  interest  of  Mother  Earth 
in  our  hearts.  I believe  it  is  time  to  begin.  If  we  are  to  be  a world 
leader,  we  must  have  a Global  view  not  a tunnel  vision  of  self-promotion . 

We  must  stop  living  in  the  shadow  of  doubt  and  start  living  in  the  light 
of  true  justice. 

The  problem  with  truth  is,  once  you  see  it,  you're  stuck  with  it 

Live  with  nature,  not  on  it 

Sincerely, 

lames  M.  MacDougall 

"Bindlestif " 

Cc:  The  Vice  President,  A1  Gore  Vice.president@Whitehouse.gov 

The  First  Lady,  Hillary  Clinton  First.Lady@Whitehouse.gov 
Wotanging  Ikche  (Native  American  News)  gars@nanews.org 
Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  SISIS@envirolink.org 
Nicholas  Wilson  (Albion  Monitor)  nwilson@mcn.org 
The  Boston  Globe  news@globe.com 

Chronicle  Publishing  Company  (The  Gate  / The  San  Francisco  Chronicle) 
tex@sfgate.com 


1 Black  Hills,  White  Justice;  Edward  Lazarus 

2 Presentation  by  Ramsey  Clark,  former  U.S.  Attorney  General,  regarding 
Leonard  Peltier  made  on  Dune  20,  1997  at  the  Native  American  Journalists 
Association's  Annual  Conference,  http://www.dickshovel.com/clark.html 
3Bear  Lincoln  Murder  Case  Synopsis;  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn . org> 

Albion  Monitor  electronic  newspaper  http://www.monitor.net/monitor 

4 The  Indian  citizenship  Act  of  1924 
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Section  II 

Presentation  by  Ramsey  Clark,  former  U.S.  Attorney  General,  regarding 
Leonard  Peltier  made  on  June  20,  1997  at  the  Native  American  Journalists 
Association's  Annual  Conference 

I want  to  tell  you  why  the  freedom  of  Leonard  Peltier  is  so  important. 
There  are  well  over  200  million  indigenous  people  on  the  planet.  I 
personally  feel  that  there  are  over  300  million,  but  counters  would  say 
maybe  250  million. 

They  live  on  six  continents  and  on  countless  numbers  of  islands.  And 
everywhere  they  are  the  most  endangered  of  human  species.  Yet  the  survival 
of  humanity  depends  upon  their  salvation. 

They  were  the  people  who  were  there  first.  The  others  always  came  in 
greater  numbers  and  technology.  Usually  forced  out  by  war,  or  lack  of 
adequate  food,  whatever,  from  cultures  that  had  sophisticated  means  of 
domination,  the  indigenous  people  everywhere  are  a spiritual  people.  I 
would  think  because  they  are  close  to  nature.  It's  inherent  really.  Where 
are  they,  but  on  the  land  - Not  like  folks  like  me  that  started  out  on  the 
land  in  Texas  and  now  live  on  the  pavement  in  New  York  City.  What  would  we 
think  of  the  species  if  it  permitted  the  continuation  of  the  onslaught 
against  indigenous  peoples?  Yet,  where  do  you  see  resistance?  Where  do  you 
see  understanding  and  commitment  - to  more  than  their  survival,  to  their 
prevailing? 

In  Guatemala,  still  70%  of  the  population  is  indigenous.  Their  renaissance 
in  their  culture  is  stunning  to  see.  But  the  repression  of  the  people,  the 
systemic  triage,  literally  the  elimination  of  a third,  by  violence  - 
physical  and  psychological,  hunger  and  all  the  rest,  is  stunning.  In  Peru, 
the  poverty  of  the  indigenous  people  is  unbearable.  In  many  places,  they 
are  just  barely  hanging  on. 

If  in  these  United  States,  our  Indian  people  cannot  through  vision  and 
courage  and  unity  and  compassion  prevail,  what  hope  any  place  on  earth  is 
there  for  indigenous  people? 

This  is  it,  for  better  or  worse.  Because  whether  it's  evil  or  good,  this 
is  the  empire.  Our  duty,  all  of  us,  is  to  see  that  it  is  just  and  good  and 
it  is  imperative  that  we  recognize  the  enormity  of  the  crimes  that  those  who 
came  from  Europe  have  committed  against  those  who  Will  Rogers  said  were  "at 
the  dock  to  meet  the  Mayflower." 

And  if  we  fail,  who  would  want  to  be  a part  of  what's  left?  Because  it 
would  be  a genocidal  society  that  had  succeeded  in  its  genocide,  in  the 
extermination  of  not  just  a peoples,  but  of  right  and  decency  and  justice. 

Leonard  Peltier  is  the  symbol  of  the  struggle.  Outside  of  this  country,  he 
is  outside  of  movie  stars  and  maybe  a few  athletes,  like  Mohammed  Ali,  one 
of  the  best  known  Americans.  And  they  see  in  him  the  struggle  of  our 
indigenous  people,  for  their  dignity,  for  their  sovereignty,  for  their 
future.  And  they  wonder  how  it  is  that  he's  been  held  so  long?  I think  I 
can  explain  beyond  serious  doubt,  that  Leonard  Peltier  has  committed  no 
crime  whatsoever.  But  that  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  firing  a gun  that 
killed  a FBI  Agent,  it  was  in  defense  of  not  just  his  people  but  the 
integrity  of  humanity,  from  domination  and  exploitation.  You  have  to 
remember  no  witness  really  said  they  saw  Leonard  take  aim  at  anybody.  No 


witness  said  they  heard  him  shoot  at  the  time  he  could  have  killed  an 
agent.  There  was  no  evidence  that  he  did  it,  except  fabricated, 
circumstantial  evidence,  overwhelmingly  misused,  concealed  and  perverted. 

Among  the  things  withheld  in  the  trial  were  the  staggering  violence  on 
Pine  Ridge,  that  it  existed  certainty  before  Wounded  Knee  #2  in  1973.  It 
had  accelerated  enormously. 

At  the  time  of  Wounded  Knee  in  1973,  there  were  only  a few  FBI  agents  in 
the  whole  state  of  South  Dakota,  and  frequently  just  one.  But  by  1975, 
there  were  60.  In  proportion  to  the  population,  that  was  staggeringly  high. 

And  more  than  40  Indian  peoples  on  that  reservation  had  died  violent 
deaths,  overwhelmingly  from  activity  provoked  by  the  federal  government. 

And  there  is  little  doubt  about  it. 

An  organization  that  proudly  called  itself  the  GOONS,  Guardians  of  the 
Oglala  Nation,  we  now  know  were  provided  with  weapons,  training  and 
motivation  - to  create  violence. 

In  March  of  1975,  seven  people  were  killed  by  violence.  And  that's  why  the 
traditional  people,  the  elders,  asked  AIM  (the  American  Indian  Movement)  to 
send  some  people  to  help  protect  them.  And  I say,  thank  God.  That  there 
was  some  young  Indians  that  said  'I'll  go.'  'I'm  not  going  to  see  our 
people  be  eliminated  by  violence. ' Fewer  than  17  came,  6 men,  and  they  came 
to  protect  tribal  people,  traditional  Indians  from  violence  by  our 
government . 

These  things  are  all  interrelated.  We  should  never  forget  Martin  Luther 
King's  heartbreaking  words  in  1967,  when  he  came  out  against  the  war  in 
Vietnam  and  he  said,  "The  greatest  purveyor  of  violence  on  earth  is  my  own 
government . " 

What  an  awful  thing  to  have  to  say.  But  there  is  no  question  that  our  own 
government  was  generating  violence  constantly  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation 
as  a means  of  control  and  domination.  We  now  know,  from  December  of  1995 
(released  documents),  that  FBI  had  people  in  place  at  least  20  minutes 
before  the  two  cars  that  drove  down  into  the  lumping  Bull  compound  arrived. 

They  were  preparing  for  a major  act. 

They  had  a judge  who  excluded  background  evidence.  The  greatest  exclusion 
was  all  of  this  violence.  'Why  were  these  men  there?  Why  was  Leonard 
Peltier  there?'  He  was  there  to  protect  people  who  were  being  killed  If 
that's  a crime,  where  are  we? 

It's  amazing  to  me  still,  how  they  talk  about  Myrtle  Poor  Bear,  and  blame 
her  for  not  telling  the  truth.  Because  after  it  was  all  over,  some  agent 
came  before  the  press  and  said  'there's  not  a scintilla  of  evidence,'  his 
word  - scintilla,  not  a spark  of  evidence  'that  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  was  a 
witness  to  anything. ' 

She  wasn't  there,  that's  what  he  said.  Now  do  you  think  she  just  came 
forward  and  volunteered  three  affidavits?  Not  on  your  life.  What  did  that 
poor  woman  go  through?  What  type  of  abuse?  You  can  see  that's  the  same 
sort  of  manipulation  of  a whole  reservation  sometimes,  can't  you?  Of  a 
whole  population.  But  here  they've  got  their  hands  on  her  head.  I have  a 
retarded  daughter.  I love  retarded  people.  Poor  Bear  was  easy  to 
manipulate.  She  was  not  a coherent  person.  Her  first  affidavit  said  she 
didn't  see  anything.  And  then  two  more,  and  what  did  they  do  when  they  got 
them,  whamee,  off  to  Canada'  as  fast  as  they  could  go.  What  a shameful 
act!  What  a criminal  act! 

Think  of  how  they  treated  her.  Where  is  there  any  respect  for  humanity 
among  people  who  would  treat  a human  being  that  way?  And  take  advantage 
that  way,  for  an  end,  to  get  Leonard  Peltier  and  bring  him  back  here.  The 
other  concealments  that  they  went  through  are  unbelievable.  The  FBI 
laboratory,  is  the  subject  of  a whole  series  of  reports  that  condemn  it  for 
fabricating  evidence,  for  falsifying  evidence,  for  incompetence  in 
evaluation  of  evidence.  Yet  the  extenuated  nature  of  the  only  evidence 
against  Leonard  Peltier  is  so  absurd  that  if  it  were  a good  laboratory,  it 
wouldn't  be  worth  anything. 

They  covered  up  lab  reports  that  said  they  could  not  connect  the  one  bullet 
- it  wasn't  the  bullet  but  the  casing  - an  expended  casing  - they  could  not 
connect  it  with  what  I was  called  the  "Wichita  AR-15."  It's  an  adaptation 
of  the  standard  Army  M-16  rifle.  They  said  they  could  not  match  it  with  the 
Wichita  gun  or  rifle,  which  was  the  gun  they  were  trying  to  place  in 


Leonard  Peltier's  hands,  except  it  was  found  in  the  van  that  blew  up  just 
outside  of  Wichita,  as  it  was  driving  down  there  And  Leonard  Peltier  wasn't 
within  1,500  miles  of  it.  So  how  does  that  get  to  be  his  rifle  in  the  first 

place?  Well,  they  had  a plan  for  that.  The  FBI  said  there  was  only  one 

AR-15  rifle  on  the  reservation.  But  that  was  absolutely  false.  And  the 
courts  have  now  declared,  without  question,  that  there  were  multiple 
numbers  of  AR-15s  there,  and  M-16s  as  well,  which  fire  the  same  223 
cartridge,  which  is  a high  velocity  cartridge  that  killed  these  FBI  agents. 

They  reenacted  a scene  for  which  they  had  no  evidence  whatsoever,  in  which 
Lynn  Crooks,  the  main  prosecutor  who  is  still  with  the  case,  stood  up  in 
front  of  the  jury  and  said  one  agent  was  suffering  from  having  been  hit  at 

a distance  and  he  put  his  hand  in  front  of  his  head  and  pleaded  not  to  be 

shot  and  was  shot  through  the  hand  and  killed  by  Leonard  Peltier  who  then 
whirled  and  shot  the  other  agent  and  killed  him,  both  at  point  lank  range. 

The  only  problem  was  there  was  absolutely  no  evidence  of  that,  no  witness 
testified  to  anything  like  that. 

And  you  know  what  he  said,  across  the  river  here  in  St.  Paul,  on  Nov.  12, 
1993,  from  the  man  who  was  on  the  case  as  a prosecutor  from  the  beginning, 
and  is  still  on  it,  "We  do  not  know  who  shot  the  two  agents."  That's  a 
quote..  "We  do  not  know  who  shot  the  two  agents."  Leonard  Peltier  is  in 
prison,  and  has  been  there  22  years.  He's  there,  convicted  on  two  counts  of 
murder,  and  he's  serving  two  life  sentences  And  the  government  has  said, 

"We  do  not  know  who  did  it,"  and  he  went  beyond  that  and  said,  "We  did  not 
prove  who  did  it."  And  he  went  beyond  that  and  said,  "All  we  proved  was 
that  he  participated."  Well,  Leonard  was  on  the  compound,  there  is  no  doubt 
about  that.  And  he  was  down  at  Tent  City  when  the  shooting  started.  And  he 
pulled  on  his  boots  and  grabbed  a rifle  and  ran  up  there  as  fast  as  he 
could.  He  went  straight  to  Harry  Dumping  Bulls  house.  Because  those  are  the 
people  he's  trying  to  protect..  They  weren't  there  He  could  hear  children 
in  another  house  and  he  ran  over  there,  people  shooting  at  him  the  whole 
way.  When  Then  he  got  there  he  realized,  he  was  drawing  fire.  The  best 
thing  he  could  do  to  protect  the  kids  was  'how's  he  going  to  get  them  out 
of  there,'  you  can't  even  tell  where  all  the  shooting's  coming  from.  So  he 
took  a chance  on  getting  out  by  himself  again,  telling  the  kids  to  get 
under  the  bed  and  stay  there,  because  he  wasn't  going  to  draw  fire  to  that 
house.  They  were  shooting  at  the  house,  once  they  saw  him  run  in  there. 

You  know  you  could  go  on  like  that  for  a long  time,  with  all  of  the 
evidence  that  wasn't  there. 

They  have  nothing  except  hatred  and  the  desire  to  maintain  the  domination 
of  the  federal  government  that's  existed  over  the  Indian  people  for  these 
too  many  dishonorable  centuries  now.  To  hold  Leonard  Peltier.  And  the 
government  itself,  let  me  say  one  thing  about  their  statement  that  they  do 
not  know  who  killed  the  agents.  It's  not  a mistake.  And  it's  not  a 
confession.  It  was  a necessity.  Because  in  that  appellate  argument,  if  they 
had  maintained  that  they  had  proven  who  the  assassin  of  those  two  FBI 
agents  was,  there  would  have  to  be  a reversal  because  there  was  no  evidence 
of  it . 

So  they  had  to  maintain  the  argument  that  he  was  convicted  for  aiding  and 
abetting.  Which  means  he  was  aiding  them,  like  'can  I hold  your  coat,'  or 
'your  shoes  are  dusty.  Let  me  brush  them  off.  ' 

It  was  a legal  necessity,  but  you  can't  have  it  both  ways.  And  the  fact  is, 
they  didn't  have  to  tell  us  they  didn't  know  who  shot  the  agents.  The  whole 
record  shows  they  don't  know  who  shot  the  agents.  And  they  don't  want 
anybody  else  to  know.  Because  they  want  the  world  to  believe  that  Leonard 
Peltier  is  guilty.  Because  they  have  staked  their  reputation  on  it.  If  we 
can't  rise  up  and  free  him,  what  are  we  worth  and  what  is  the  future  of  the 
country? 

The  Indians  of  Mexico  are  incredible,  like  the  Zapotec's,  with  their  art. 

Leonard  is  a wonderful  artist.  He  is  a great  human  spirit.  When  I look  at 
his  paintings  of  'Big  Mountain  Lady'  as  he  calls  her,  you  can  see  the 
nobility  of  his  soul.  Here  is  this  elder  woman,  tears  streaming  down  her 
face,  as  the  US  is  opening  the  spiritual  land  of  Big  Mountain  to  mining. 

Come  in  there  and  rape  the  land,  you  know,  for  gravel,  or  whatever  it  is 
you  want.  Don't  worry  about  nature  or  nature's  people.  Leonard's  paintings 
are  on  four  continents  to  my  knowledge.  I bet  they're  on  six,  but  I'm  not 


sure.  It's  takes  time  to  catch  up  with  people  trading  them.  It's  part  of 
his  power.  He  is  able  to  communicate  through  his  art,  his  painting  - the 
truth  and  life  and  the  spirituality  of  the  Indian  people.  And  he  is  in 
prison . 

And  sadly,  I have  to  comment  as  his  lawyer,  that  his  health  is  not  good.  He 
needs  surgery  and  he  doesn't  want  it,  because  when  he  first  when  in  for 
this  same  surgery,  he  nearly  died.  He  had  to  have  six  transfusions. 

Unbelievable.  Other  problems,  he's  been  in  much  too  long.  It's  not  that  he 
ought  to  be  out  now'  he  should  never  have  been  in  in  the  first  place. 

Never. 

And  every  day  is  a new  crime,  every  dawn  is  a new  crime,  every  dusk  is  a 
new  crime  against  the  dignity  of  the  Indian  peoples.  Because  while  Leonard 
Peltier  is  in  prison,  we  all  are. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  can  commute  that  sentence  in  the  name  of 
justice  any  moment  he  wants  to.  He  has  the  power,  complete  and  absolute, 
under  the  Constitution. 

Leonard  really  wants  the  commutation,  because  that  conviction  is  just  a 
trial,  an  acquittal  is  just  a trial.  Release  from  a pardon  board  after  a 
conviction  is  just  what  some  bureaucrats  decide  to  do  with  your  life.  But  a 
commutation  is  a statement  from  the  Head  of  State,  that  this  person  should 
be  free. 

It's  a political  statement  from  the  highest  office  of  our  government  that 
this  person  should  be  free,  and  we  have  to  demand  that  it  happens  and  we 
have  to  demand  that  it  happens  this  year.  It  can  happen  this  year,  if  we 
organize  and  work.  It  will  happen  this  year.  It's  imperative  that  we  do  it. 

And  while  we  don't,  we  ought  to  remember  back  to  Veneto  Duarez,,  a 
full-blooded  Zapotec  Indian,  who  twice  became  the  president  of  Mexico,  and 
whose  words  are  inscribed  just  outside  the  general  assembly  of  the  United 
Nations  chamber's  auditorium,  inside  the  UN  building.  Duarez  found  the 
wisdom  and  understanding  in  a few  words  the  story  of  violence  in  our 
history.  He  said,  "A  respect  for  the  rights  of  others  is  peace."  It's  true. 

Until  Leonard  Peltier's  rights  are  respected,  there  can  be  no  peace  in  our 
hearts  and  our  minds,  or  if  we  have  courage,  in  our  bodies.  For  the  good 
of  indigenous  people  everywhere,  and  all  those  who  depend  on  them,  which  is 
everybody  else,  it  is  imperative  that  we,  you  and  I,  secure  the  freedom  of 
Leonard  Peltier.  Thank  you. 

"RE : Happy  Birthday,  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Sep  1997  09:42:29  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : Happy  Birthday,  Leonard  Peltier,  with  overview 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  LEONARD  ~~ 

Sub j : Leonard  Peltier 
Date:  97-09-09  01:59:31  EDT 
From:  FREEPLTIER 
To:  NASC  Swan 
CC:  lpdc@idir.net 

For  release  on  9/12/97 

Brothers,  sisters  & friends. 

Today  we  mark,  with  mixed  emotions,  the  birthday  of  Leonard  Peltier. 

53  years  ago,  Leonard  was  born  a simple  Indian  man.  He  remained  a simple  man 
throughout  his  life  until,  on  one  particular  day,  on  the  Dumping  Bull  Ranch, 
in  1975,  his  life  became  complicated  as  fame  was  thrust  upon  him  in  the  way 
of  political  martyrdom. 

In  those  dark  days  war  raged  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota. 

An  undeclared  war  between  the  Indian  people,  the  U.S.  Government  and  their 
puppets.  A war  that  brought  tanks,  armored  personnel  carriers,  automatic 
weapons,  helicopters  and  troops  to  Indian  Country ...  again . 

Leonard  was  falsely  accused  of  killing  2 agents  of  the  FBI  (Federal  Bureau 
of  Intimidation),  during  a firefight.  There  was  a f irefight . . . of  this  there 
is  no  doubt.  The  spirit  of  Doe  Stuntz  Kills  Right  can  attest  to  that  fact. 


as  can  dozens  of  witnesses  who  were  present  on  that  fateful  day. 

Prosecutors  said  that  the  agents  were  there  to  serve  a warrant  on  a young 
Indian  man,  limmy  Eagle,  for  the  alleged  theft  of  a pair  of  cowboy  boots. 
But,  my  friends,  when  the  FBI,  US  Marshalls,  and  members  of  the  military 
come  with  automatic  weapons,  helicopters  and  blood  in  their  eyes,  they  are 
not  there  to  serve  any  kind  of  papers.  Their  intent  was  to  do  away  with  the 
American  Indian  Movement.  To  do  away  with  the  "traditionals",  the  thorns  in 
the  sides  of  the  US  Government  and  their  puppet  tribal  council  regime. 

They  were  unsuccessful. 

But,  Leonard  paid  the  price  and  is  paying  that  price  today,  on  his  53rd 
birthday,  in  a cell  behind  the  walls  of  Leavenworth  Federal  Penitentiary. 

The  price  for  what,  you  ask?  The  price  for  the  freedom  of  Indian  people. 

The  price  for  his  family,  his  friends,  his  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  AIM. 
The  price  that  the  federal  government  demanded  for  the  lives  of  2 of  its 
agents . 

The  true  definition  of  an  Indian  warrior  is  embodied  in  Leonard  Peltier. 

He  was  not  afraid  to  fight  the  tyranny  that  was  running  rampant  in  South 
Dakota  in  the  70's;  he  was  not  afraid  to  fight  the  accusations  made  against 
him;  he  faces,  without  fear,  each  and  every  day  behind  the  cold  walls  of 
their  prison.  Of  course  he  is  sad.  He  misses  his  family,  his  friends  and 
his  freedom.  He  is,  at  times,  depressed,  frustrated  and  angry.  But,  who 
wouldn't  be  when  faced  with  his  circumstances?  He  is  not  of  good  health. 

Yet,  his  spirit  is  strong.  This  can  be  witnessed  in  the  power  of  his 
paintings.  If  you  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  see  Leonard's  art,  then  you 
know  the  power  of  which  I speak.  If  you  have  not  had  this  rare  opportunity, 
then  I suggest  you  find  the  best  way  to  view  the  magnificence  of  his  works. 
These  are  not  just  painted  brush-strokes  on  canvas;  but  the  very  heart  and 
soul  of  the  artist  laid  bare  for  the  world  to  see. 

A fighter,  an  artist,  player  of  a traditional  flute,  a simple  man;  the 
embodiment  of  a warrior. 

On  this,  the  1st  day  of  the  53rd  year  in  the  life  of  this  man,  I ask  you 
to  pray  for  his  release.  I ask,  also,  that  you  add  your  voice,  strong  and 
loud,  to  the  voices  of  the  late  Mother  Teresa  of  Calcutta,  President  Nelson 
Mandela,  Rigoberto  Menchu,  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  Reverend  3esse  lackson. 
Minister  Louis  Farrakhan,  Danielle  Mitterand,  Amnesty  International,  the 
National  Conference  of  Christians  and  lews,  the  American  Indian  Movement, 
the  Aztlan  Liberation  Organization,  Tonatierra,the  Bring  Peltier  Home 
Campaign,  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee,  Leonard  Peltier  Support 
Groups  and  millions  of  groups  and  individuals,  around  the  world  who  cry  out 
for  freedom  for  a political  prisoner  of  the  United  States;  who  cry  out  for 
freedom  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

I leave  you  with  the  words  of  Nowa  Cumig,  (Dennis  3 Banks)... 

"Let  Peltier  go,  America.  Let  him  come  home  to  us.  Let  him  be  with  his 
children.  Let  him  be  with  his  grandchildren.  Let  him  go,  America.  He's 
innocent.  Peltier  is  innocent,  America.  You're  guilty.  God  damn  you. 

You ' re  guilty! " 

In  Struggle  and  in  the  Spirit, 

A.R.  Mader 

American  Indian  Movement 

"RE : Buffalo  Hunt"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Sep  97  16:52:39  -0600 
From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

Sub j : Buffalo  Hunt 

UUCP  email 

This  is  a government  hunt,  not  a private  hunt,  and  these  buffalo  are  being 
supported  with  your  tax  dollars. 

Is  this  what  you  want  done  with  your  buffalo?  If  not,  let  them  know  how  you 
feel  about  this  hunt. 

3.D.K.  Chipps 


CUSTER  STATE  PARK  BISON  BULL  HUNT 

We  are  pleased  to  offer,  for  the  first  time,  a new  bison  hunting 
opportunity  in  Custer  State  Park. 

The  HORSEBACK  TROPHY  BISON  BULL  hunt  will  provide  a unique  and  memorable 
hunting  experience. 

Hunters  will  be  hosted  in  the  beautiful  back  country  of  Custer  State  Park 
in  a fully  equipped  camp.  Accommodations  for  each  hunter  and  up  to  one 
additional  guest  include  a will  tent  with  a floor,  2 cots,  lantern,  drying 
rack,  and  heating  stove  for  sleeping;  a heated  group  dining  tent;  and  a 
rest-room  tent. 

Transportation  to  and  from  camp  and  during  the  hunt  will  be  a provided 
saddle  horse.  Three  meals  per  day  will  be  provided  beginning  Sunday  evening, 
October  19  through  noon  on  Friday,  October  24.  Breakfast  and  supper  will  be 
hot  meals  cooked  at  camp,  lunches  will  be  a sack  lunch  taken  in  your  horse's 
saddle  bags  on  each  day's  hunt.  A CSP  guide  and  wrangler  will  accompany 
each  hunter  each  day  during  the  5 day  hunt. 

The  park  will  provide  the  field  handling  and  transport  of  the  bison  bull 
taken  during  the  hunt. 

The  fee  for  this  unusual  hunting  experience  is  $10,000.  It  includes  the 
bison  permit,  field  handling  and  transport  of  the  bison  bull, 
accommodations  at  the  hunting  camp,  and  the  week's  use  of  the  saddle  horse. 
Guest  fees  will  be  according  to  the  industry  standards  and  will  be  paid 
directly  to  the  outfitter  that  the  park  contracts  for  the  camp  and  the 
horses . 

We  are  making  two  permits  available  for  this  hunt  the  week  of  October 
19-24,  1997.  We  look  forward  to  hosting  you  on  this  truly  unique  hunting 
experience. 

You  will  enjoy  a spectacular  week  of  hunting  our  magnificent  trophy  bison 
bulls  and  also  see  and  photograph  bighorn  sheep,  magnificent  elk  herds  and 
other  wildlife  in  their  beautiful  natural  setting.  If  you  wish,  trout 
fishing  is  also  available  nearby  in  French  Creek  canyon.  All  this  will  be 
done  in  the  finest  western  back-country  tradition,  and  will  provide  a 
lifetime  of  hunting  memories  to  you  and  your  guest. 

For  information  call  605-255-4814  or  email  Ron  Walker 

"RE : Bison  Killing"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Sep  97  18:44:55  -0600 
Sub j : Fwd:  Killing  = Removal  ? 

From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < jdkc@eden . com> 

UUCP  email 

Subject:  Killing  = Removal  ? 

BULL  BISON  KILLED  NEAR  DANIEL  BY  REQUEST  OF  LIVESTOCK  BOARD 
Contact:  Mark  Gocke  (307)  733-2321 
For  Immediate  Release 

3ACKS0N  --At  the  request  of  the  Wyoming  Livestock  Board,  a bull  bison  that 
had  been  roaming  private  and  public  lands  west  of  Daniel  was  shot  by  Wyoming 
Game  and  Fish  Department  personnel  Aug.  28. 

According  to  state  regulation,  bison  can  be  killed  by  government  officials 
when  the  animals  are  judged  by  the  Livestock  Board  to  pose  an  immediate 
health  threat  to  domestic  livestock  or  improvements  on  private  or  public 
lands . 

MY  NOTE:  The  regulation  is  copied,  in  part,  below,  and  says  nothing  about 
"KILLING",  it  clearly  states  "shall  be  REMOVED". 

The  bison  was  first  noticed  in  the  upper  Green  River  valley  early  this 
summer.  Although  the  origin  of  this  individual  animal  is  not  certain,  it  is 
presumed  that  it  came  from  the  lackson  bison  herd  and  traveled  up  the  Gros 
Ventre  River.  After  going  over  the  divide  and  down  the  Green  River  drainage 
it  traveled  as  far  west  as  Beaver  Rim. 

The  G&F  is  having  the  bison  processed  and  plans  to  distribute  the  meat  to 
local,  low-income  groups.  -WGFD- 


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Section  1.  This  regulation  is  promulgated  by  authority  of  W.S. 23-1-302  and 
11-20-124. 

Section  2.  The  Wyoming  Game  and  Fish  Commission  and  the  Wyoming  Livestock 
Board  adopts  the  following  regulation 

governing  the  designation  of  wild  bison  as  wildlife.  This  regulation  shall 
remain  in  effect  until  modified  or  rescinded  by  the 
Commission  and  Board. 

Section  3.  Individual  wild  bison  and/or  wild  bison  herds  are  hereby 
designated  as  wildlife  as  described  in  Subsections  (a),  (b)  and  (c)  of  this 
Section . 

- clipped 

(i)  If  the  wild  bison  poses  an  immediate  health  threat  to  domestic  livestock 
or  an  immediate  threat  to  improvements  on  private  or  public  lands,  as 
either  of  the  same  shall  be  determined  by  the  Wyoming  Livestock  Board  or 
its  duly  designated  representative,  then  such  bison  shall  be  removed  by 
the  Commission  or  its  designee  immediately;  and 
clipped 

My  question  is,  how  can  you  go  from  being  authorized  to  "remove"  the  animal, 
to  "killing"  it? 

"RE : United  Church  Lies,  Lawyer  Steals"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Sep  1997  13:40:55  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : United  Church  Lies,  Lawyer  Steals 

[New  Evidence  of  Church-State  Complicity  Revealed  at  Press  Conference, 

Sept. 3.  United  Church  Lawyer  Caught  stealing  Documents  From  Activists 
--  S.I.S.I.S.] 


Vancouver  - Archival  evidence  showing  that  the  United  Church  was  directly 
responsible  and  legally  liable  for  the  abuses  at  its  native  residential 
schools  was  made  public  at  a press  conference  held  by  Rev.  Kevin  Annett, 
fired  United  Church  minister,  and  Harriett  Nahanee,  a First  Nations 
survivor  of  the  Alberni  Residential  School 

Included  in  this  material  was  proof  that  the  School  Principals  of  the 
church  run  residential  schools  were  made  the  legal  guardians  of  native 
students  sometime  in  the  1940' s.  As  employees  of  the  church,  hired  and 
paid  by  the  latter,  the  Principal  was  legally  liable  for  the  welfare  of 
all  native  students,  as  was  the  wider  United  Church.  This  refutes  the 
present  church  claim  that  Ottawa  was  in  charge  of  the  schools,  and  thus 
liable  for  the  abuses  there. 

Perhaps  alarmed  by  this  new  evidence,  the  legal  counsel  for  the  United 
Church  in  BC,  Ion  lessiman,  was  caught  stealing  copies  of  the  documents 
from  Kevin  Annett' s briefcase  during  the  press  conference. 

Two  eyewitnesses  saw  lessiman  take  the  documents  from  Annett 's  bag,  then 
retreat  into  the  offices  of  the  United  Church,  outside  of  which  the  press 
conference  was  being  held.  When  asked  to  return  the  documents,  lessiman 
first  denied  that  he  had  taken  them,  but  then  surrendered  the  stolen 
documents  after  being  told  by  Annett  that  the  incident  would  be  reported 
to  the  CBC  reporters  outside.  The  returned  documents  had  been  unstapled, 
and  presumably  photocopied. 

lessiman  was  the  same  legal  counsel  who  represented  Annett ' s former 
employer,  Comox-Nanaimo  Presbytery  of  the  United  Church,  after  this  body 
fired  Annett  without  cause  or  notice  in  1995  from  his  Port  Alberni  church, 
lessiman  was  also  the  presiding  judge  at  both  Annett ' s appeal  and 
"delisting"  hearing,  both  of  which  resulted  in  Annett 's  permanent 
dismissal  from  the  church. 

Coverage  of  the  press  conference  was  limited  to  a CBC  television  broadcast 
and  some  radio  reports,  despite  the  fact  the  press  conference  was  widely 
publicized.  [This  may  be  connected  to  the  serious  nature  of  the 
allegations  concerning  the  alleged  murders  of  residential  school  children, 
the  illegal  sale  of  Indian  lands  by  the  Church  in  Ahousat,  and  according 
to  Annett,  the  active  involvement  of  BC's  NDP  Native  Affairs  Minister  John 


Cashore  in  this  ongoing  coven-up  of  church-state  misdeeds  --  S.I.S.I.S.] 
According  to  Kevin  Annett, 

"There  seems  to  be  the  same  kind  of  media  gag  and  blackout  on  the 
residential  schools  issue,  and  on  my  case,  as  there  was  of  the  Gustafsen 
Lake  trial.  The  Vancouver  Sun  and  CBC  in  particular  are  regularly  running 
stories  from  the  Church's  perspective  but  are  ignoring  people  critical  of 
the  church.  But  the  proof  is  finally  out  that  the  United  Church  was 
abusing  and  even  killing  children,  with  the  full  collusion  of  the  federal 
government,  which  continually  looked  the  other  way." 

For  information  on  how  to  support  this  campaign  contact: 

Kevin  Annett  604-462-1086  Harriett  Nahanee  604-985-5817 
Protests  to: 

Reverend  Bill  Phipps  Moderator  United  Church  of  Canada 

Email:  dearborn@uccan.org 

Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation 

Email:  cbcinput@toronto. cbc . ca 

The  Vancouver  Sun  City  Editor 

Email : jdrabble@pacpress . southam. ca 
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"RE:  Chief's  Peace  Effort  'Largely  a Sham'"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Sep  1997  22:37:56  -0400 
From:  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Chief's  Peace  Effort  Called  'Largely  a Sham' 

UUCP  email 

Chief's  Peace  Effort  Called  'Largely  a Sham' 

By  Michael  Smith  World  Staff  Writer 
9/10/97 

Tribal  justices  send  a letter  to  keep  the  heat  on  Chief  Byrd. 

TAHLEQUAH  --  Saying  that  Chief  Doe  Byrd's  efforts  to  implement  a 
recent  Cherokee  Nation  peace  agreement  are  ''largely  a sham,''  tribal 
justices  have  planned  a meeting  with  Byrd  and  fired  off  a letter  to  federal 
officials  Tuesday  to  keep  the  heat  on. 

In  a letter  to  U.S.  Interior  Department  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt,  the 
justices  said  that  Byrd's  administration  has  been  ''continually  prodded'1  to 
meet  an  agreement  that  could  have  been  resolved  in  one  day. 

They  added  that  while  they  have  been  reinstated  to  their  positions,  they 
continue  to  wait  on  court  files  and  equipment  with  which  to  operate.  The 
pay  and  seniority  status  of  their  court  clerks  remains  a question. 

The  letter  contends  that  Byrd's  reinstatement  of  the  clerks  for  a 
"one-month  duration"  is  the  "surest  sign  yet  that  further  removal 
proceedings  of  the  three  justices  are  the  goal  of  the  chief  and  his  people." 
"There  are  many,  many  things  yet  to  be  resolved  . . . Byrd  put  it  asunder 
and  he  could  direct  its  resolution  before  the  day  is  out,"  Ralph  Keen,  chief 
justice  of  the  Cherokee  Nation,  said  in  the  letter. 

Lisa  Finley,  spokeswoman  for  Byrd's  administration,  said  the  chief  has  no 
intention  of  backing  down  on  any  part  of  the  agreement. 

The  chief  has  "no  hidden  agendas"  and  has  made  great  strides  in  the  last 
two  weeks  to  restore  peace,  she  said. 

"All  of  this  didn't  happen  overnight.  It's  going  to  take  some  time  to 
unwind  it,''  she  said.  ''Now's  not  the  time  to  make  any  demands." 

She  said  that  a second  round  of  impeachment  proceedings  for  the  justices 


would  be  a matter  for  the  tribal  council,  "But  I've  heard  nothing  of  that." 
The  tribal  courthouse  equipment  and  files  were  taken  by  the  Byrd 
administration  on  Dune  20  in  a predawn  raid  on  the  tribe's  courthouse  in 
downtown  Tahlequah. 

Until  that  time,  the  fired  marshals,  who  had  refused  to  give  up  their  posts 
held  control  of  the  courthouse. 

After  Byrd's  administration  took  control  in  Dune,  the  courthouse  was 
closed  until  Aug.  30  following  the  reinstatement  of  the  justices. 

The  tribe  has  been  in  turmoil  since  Feb.  25  when  Cherokee  marshals 
raided  Byrd's  headquarters  in  search  of  evidence  of  misuse  of  funds. 

Byrd  fired  the  marshal  service  and  his  slim  majority  on  the  tribal  council 
impeached  the  justices  in  a controversial  move.  The  justices  said  the 
impeachment  action  was  not  valid  because  a council  quorum  was  not 
present . 

An  independent  commission,  which  the  Byrd  administration  hired  to  study 
the  tribe's  system  of  government,  supported  that  view. 

The  reinstatement  of  the  court  clerks  came  after  an  Aug.  29  letter  to  the 
U.S.  Interior  Department  charging  that  the  Byrd  administration  was  not 
complying  with  an  agreement  to  restore  some  peace  to  the  tribe. 

"RE : Mt.  Graham  Support  Letter"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Sep  1997  08:58:25  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : Mt.  Graham  Support  letter 

UUCP  email 

Gordon  Gee 
President 

Ohio  State  University 
gee . 2@osu . edu 

I write  to  request  that  you  withhold  funding  from  the  observatory  project 
at  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  (Mt.  Graham)  within  the  state  of  Arizona.  The  area  is 
of  utmost  importance.  Currently  a petition  is  being  circulated  in  support 
of  striking  a rider  from  the  1996  Omnibus  Appropriations  Act  that  exempts 
Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  from  being  protected  by  the  Native  American  Freedom  of 
Religion  Act  (which  is  not  even  supported  by  the  errant  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States)  and  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  Dust  because  it's  law, 
doesn't  it  make  it  just  or  right.  The  petition  is  supported  and  signed  by 
many  people  including  the  Mohawk  Warriors  Society,  Midwest  Treaty  Network; 
the  Canadian  Alliance  in  Support  of  Native  Peoples  and  several  others. 

Please  cease  funding  of  the  project  as  it  not  only  interferes  with  the 
natural  and  undeveloped  setting  of  an  extremely  important  cultural 
tradition,  but  also  interferes  with  the  delicate  setting.  Please  be  aware 
that  in  Dune  of  this  year,  the  US  Forest  Service  acknowledged  that  Dzil 
Nchaa  Si  An  was  indeed  a traditional  cultural  property  of  the  Western 
Apache.  If  the  Supreme  Court  and  states  would  support  the  constitution 
based  sovereignty  of  the  First  Nations  instead  of  creating  legal  and 
legislative  fiction  through  the  history  of  the  USA  there  would  be  no 
question.  But  as  it  stands  a standard  that  respects  cultures,  peoples  and 
traditions  will  need  to  be  higher  than  the  standards  of  the  federal  and 
corporate  policy  of  the  United  States.  Please  support  us... rather  than 
destroy  us. 

Cliff  Alles-Curie  [Maya  Mestizo] 

— "RE:  Unhappy  Anniversary"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Sep  1997  10:20:09  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Editorial  on  Anniversary  of  Gustafsen  Lake 

: - : - : - :S . I . S. I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
UNHAPPY  ANNIVERSARY 

Editorial,  The  Martlet  (University  of  Victoria  paper). 


Thursday,  Sept.  11,  1997 

The  two  year  anniversary  of  the  Gustafsen  stand-off  is  already  upon  us. 
The  final  scenes  were  paraded  across  front  pages  of  newspapers  across 
the  country.  Since  then,  this  situation  has  produced  a year-long  judicial 
trial,  a huge  legal  bill  for  the  BC  taxpayers,  and  several  jail  terms  for 
the  Ts'peten  defenders.  It  has  also  produced  startlingly  little  coverage 
by  the  mainstream  media. 

Why?  The  perception  seems  to  be  that  this  whole  thing  is  over.  Done 
with.  Swept  neatly  under  the  rug  so  we  can  continue  to  live  our 
'Beautiful  BC'  lifestyle  in  this  oh-so  friendly,  oh-so  progressive  place 
where  Mounties  paddle  canoes  next  to  native  people  on  "tribal  journeys." 

But  it  isn't  over.  And  it  isn't  going  to  go  away  just  because  we  no 
longer  have  screaming  headlines  in  the  Vancouver  Sun  or  Province.  There 
are  still  hundreds  of  questions  to  be  asked,  and  most  should  be  directed 
to  the  RCMP . 

Not  the  individuals  following  orders  to  shoot,  but  the  people  responsible 
for  giving  these  orders.  The  individuals  who  signed  papers  to  purchase  50 
calibre  sniper  rifles,  who  authorized  the  extensive  surveillance  and 
wire  tapping  of  elders  like  Lavina  White  or  Bill  Lightbown.  The  RCMP  is 
already  conducting  an  administrative  review  [whitewash  --S.I.S.I.S. ] of  one 
shooting  incident  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  They  are  looking  into  the  decision 
of  one  of  their  "members"  to  open  fire  on  one  of  the  defenders  on  Sept. 

12,  1995. 

But  what  about  the  day  before?  What  about  the  land  mine  that  detonated  a 
defender  truck,  sending  the  occupants  scrambling  for  cover,  while  the 
RCMP  opened  fire?  When  do  we  get  an  answer  for  the  fact  that  the  RCMP 
fired  77,000  rounds  of  hollow  point  ammo  at  18  people  on  their  own 
unceded  territory,  employed  the  services  of  a "psy-ops"  consultant  who 
also  assisted  at  Waco  and  the  MRTA  Lima  matter? 

So  far  there  are  no  ongoing  independent  investigations.  The  Ts'peten 
defenders  are  asking  you  to  make  your  government  accountable  by  demanding 
a full  and  comprehensive  public  inquiry  into  the  largest  paramilitary 
operation  in  Canadian  history.  So  far  the  demand  has  been  refused.  Draw 
your  own  conclusions.  We've  drawn  ours:  the  criminals  themselves  control 
the  process.  And  the  process  includes  your  acquiescence  to  accepting 
these  atrocities  and  even  agreeing  to  be  taught  by  those  who  perpetrate 
them.  UVic,  the  ball's  in  your  court. 


Letters  to  the  Martlet:  martlet@uvic . ca 
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"RE : Ts'peten  Defender  Released"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Sep  1997  10:20:35  -0500 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subject:  Ts'peten  Defender  Flo  Sampson  Released 

: - : - : - :S . I . S. I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
September  12,  1997  Bulletin 

TS'PETEN  DEFENDER  RELEASED  ON  SECOND  ANNIVERSARY  OF  GUSTAFSEN  STANDOFF 
Secwepemc  (Shuswap)  national  Flo  Sampson  has  been  released  by  the  British 
Columbia  authorities  on  the  second  anniversary  of  the  1995  Gustafsen 
Standoff. 

Sampson,  who  teaches  the  Shuswap  language  and  cultural  practices  to  the 
children  of  her  community,  has  returned  to  the  family  home  much  to  their 


relief  and  that  of  the  Shuswap  nation. 

Criticism  of  the  authorities'  actions  and  demands  for  an  internationally 
supervised  public  inquiry  into  both  the  Gustafsen  and  Ipperwash  attacks  by 
Canadian  authorities  are  increasing  pressure  upon  the  governments.  It  is 
speculated  that  the  release  of  Sampson  is  in  response  to  this  pressure, 
both  domestically  and  from  abroad. 

Sampson  remains  under  house  arrest  and  has  an  electronic  monitoring 
device  secured  around  her  leg.  It  is  believed  that  the  ankle  device  will 
be  removed  when  she  has  completed  two  thirds  of  her  sentence.  She  now 
rejoins  her  daughter  Sheila,  her  son  Joseph  and  other  friends  and  family 
on  the  Adams  Lake  Reserve. 

Thanks  to  all  those  who  have  responded  to  the  call  for  support  and 
pressure  on  the  authorities.  Please  continue  to  call,  write,  email,  fax, 
the  Canadian  and  BC  authorities  for  a comprehensive  public  inquiry  and  for 
the  freedom  of  the  remaining  Ts'peten  Prisoners  of  War. 

-=<+>=-Free  Wolverine-=<+>=-Free  the  Ts'peten  Defenders-=<+>=- 
**Demand  Public  Inquiries  into  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash** 

More  information  on  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  at: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
The  petition  for  a public  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  lake  is  at: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/inq_pet . html 
If  you  would  like  to  sign  this  petition  by  email,  send  a message  to 
sisis@envirolink.org  with  "petition"  in  the  subject  header  and  "I  support 
the  petition  for  a full  public  inquiry  into  the  events  surrounding  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  crisis,"  your  name,  and  your  city  of  residence  in  the  body 
of  the  message. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Friends  of  the  Lubicon  Trial"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Sep  1997  20:05:48  -0400 

From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : Day  7 of  Daishowa  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  trial 
Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 

(Toronto)  485  Ridelle  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario  M6B  1K6 
Tel:  (416)  763-7500  AG  Fax:  (416)  603-2715  AG  e-mail:  fol@tao.ca 
Court  Update  Day  7j  Thursday,  September  11,  1997 
Picketing  Effective  In  Making  Decisions 
Henry  Wakabayashi,  an  independent  consultant  who  acted  on  behalf  of 
Daishowa,  continued  his  testimony  about  the  March  7,  1988  meeting  between 
Daishowa  representatives  and  Lubicon  Chief  Ominayak  and  Fred  Lennarson, 
advisor  to  the  Lubicon  Nation.  During  the  meeting  Wakabayashi  took  notes 
which  he  later  had  typed  up  3 years  later,  in  December  1991,  after  the 
boycott  had  begun. 

One  of  the  allegations  of  the  Plaintiffs  is  that  there  was  no  agreement 
made  by  Daishowa  not  to  log  on  Lubicon  land.  Often  answering  before  FoL 
lawyer  Ms.  Wristen  had  a chance  to  finish  her  questions,  Wakabayashi 
characterized  the  meeting  as  being  informal. 

Ms.  Doliffe,  formerly  with  Holt  Renfrew,  gave  evidence  about  being 
contacted  by  FoL  and  deciding  not  to  make  the  switch  from  using  Daishowa 
products  initially.  She  said  that  Holt  Renfrew  did  not  make  a decision 
until  FoL  announced  a boycott  and  picket  of  their  flagship  store  in 
Toronto.  Ms.  Joliffe  felt  that  picketing  would  "disrupt  our  customers". 


particularly  on  a Saturday.  Holt  Renfrew  then  decided  immediately  that 
they  would  stop  using  Daishowa  products.  Ms.  Wristen  asked  Ms.  Joliffe 
what  picketing  meant  to  her  and  she  responded  that  her  fears  were  based  on 
previous  picketing  by  anti-fur  activists. 

Lome  Riding,  Marketing  Director  for  Bootlegger  Stores  in  1991/92,  next 
gave  evidence  about  being  contacted  by  the  Calgary  group  Northern  Lights. 

He  felt  that  the  issues  contained  in  their  information  package  were  not 
his  concern  and  felt  that  the  conflict  was  between  the  Lubicon  and  the 
Alberta  Government.  Mr.  Riding  only  became  concerned  when  FoL  said  it 
would  picket  Bootlegger  Stores  and  his  bosses  insisted  that  they  switch 
from  using  Daishowa  paper  bags. 

Fern  Sager  of  Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund,  acting  on  behalf  of  FoL  , asked 
Mr.  Riding  if  there  was  a disruption  of  business  when  Bootlegger  switched 
bag  suppliers.  He  replied  that  there  was  no  disruption  because  Bootlegger 
used  up  their  supply  before  changing. 

The  last  witness  for  the  Plaintiffs,  Fern  Lukofsky  of  Progress  Packaging, 
a Daishowa  distributor,  learned  about  the  boycott  from  a "hysterical" 
Bowrings  store  manager  who  called  her.  Ms.  Lukofsky  stated  that  her 
customers  were  concerned  over  the  possibility  of  picketing  outside  their 
stores.  However,  Progress  customer  Roots  indicated  in  a letter  that  Roots 
had  investigated  the  situation  in  Alberta  and  decided  to  quit  using 
Daishowa  products  based  on  environmental  concerns. 

Joining  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  in  court  Thursday  was  the  Turtle  Island 
Support  Group,  who  brought  their  members  out  to  witness  the  trial  and 
provided  a delicious  lunch!  Chi  Meegwetch.  Each  day  of  court  has  been 
sponsored  by  various  organizations  who  are  bringing  their  members  to  court 
to  support  the  Friends  during  the  trial.  On  Monday  September  15,  our  next 
day  in  court.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  will  be  joined  by  the  Bathurst  Street 
United  Church,  the  Trinity-St.  Paul's  United  Church  and  by  the  Canadian 
Friends  Service  Committee  (the  Quakers). 

for  more  background  information,  visit  the  Lubicon  supporters  web  page  at: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 

The  Daishowa  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  trial  will  continue  Monday, 

September  15  at  10  am  at  Courtroom  4-2,  361  University  Ave.,  Toronto.  For 
more  information  call  (416)  763-7500  or  e-mail  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  at 
fol@tao. ca 


"RE : TVA  Stumbles  on  Little  Cedar"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Sep  1997  22:34:17  -0400 
From:  tom  kunesh  <tpkunesh@chattanooga.net> 

Sub j : Times  Editorial:  TVA  stumbles  on  Little  Cedar 

Sacred  Little  Cedar  Mountain  Defense  Coalition 

The  Chattanooga  Times,  Wednesday,  10  September  1997  p A8 
Editorial  of  The  Times 


TVA  stumbles  on  Little  Cedar 


TVA  stirred  controversy  earlier  this  year  when  it  decided  to  sell  the 
pristine  Little  Cedar  Mountain  on  Nickajack  Lake  for  private  development. 
For  good  reason,  that  controversy  continues.  TVA  was  wrong  to  convert  an 
important  public  asset  to  a private,  for-profit  venture  without  wide 
public  consensus.  And  agency  officials  are  wrong  now  to  ignore  public 
interest  in  the  terms  they  seek  from  the  potential  developer. 

Environmentalists  and  members  of  the  Chattanooga  Inter-Tribal 
Association  camped  and  marched  at  the  site  over  the  weekend  to  demonstrate 
their  continued  discontent  They  are  angry,  of  course,  that  TVA  has  refused 
to  rescind  its  decision  to  sell  the  land. 

CITA  members  are  equally  disturbed,  and  properly  so,  that  TVA  officials 
are  breaking  promises  to  keep  them  informed  and  involved  regarding  terms 
of  the  sale  and  protection  of  Indian  heritage  sites.  TVA  declines  even  to 
identify  the  development  company  with  which  it  is  negotiating,  much  less 
the  tentative  terms. 


The  agency's  arrogance  in  this  position  is  not  unusual,  but  it  suggests 
that  TVA's  commanding  hierarchy  continues,  despite  other  recent 
controversies,  to  function  with  seeming  indifference  to  public 
expectations . 

Marion  County  officials,  to  be  sure,  supported  the  TVA  board's  decision 
to  sell  off  the  700-acre  Little  Cedar  Mountain  for  development  TVA 
officials  have  held  out  the  promise  of  condominiums,  a marina  and  possibly 
a golf  course.  So  many  Marion  residents  view  the  commanding  lakefront  hill 
as  an  untapped  lode  of  property  taxes,  new  residents  and,  possibly,  jobs. 

TVA's  larger  responsibility,  however,  lies  with  its  stewardship  duties 
for  lands  taken  in  the  public  interest  from  earlier  owners. 

TVA's  vast  shoreline  holdings  totaling  some  11,000  miles,  have  become 
over  the  years  crucial  elements  of  the  region's  ecological  heritage. 
Parcels  should  not  be  sold  simply  for  occasional  cash  infusions  or  to 
satisfy  urges  for  commercial  development  They  should  be  sold  only  under  a 
publicly  negotiated  plan  that  protects  significant  Native  American 
historical  sites,  forest  and  wildlife  preserves,  wildlife  habitat  and 
public  recreation  areas. 

In  that  context,  TVA  owes  the  public  a continuing  accounting  of  what  it 
is  doing  with  our  land  trust  It  should  not  dispose  of  our  holdings  without 
meaningful  public  participation  --  a test  it  failed  for  Little  Cedar 
Mountain.  And  when  it  does  convey  land,  it  should  keep  the  public  informed 
as  to  how  it  will  protect  the  public  interest,  through  covenants  and 
contract  agreements. 

If  it  insists  on  pursuing  development  of  Little  Cedar  Mountain,  TVA 
should  at  least  be  sensitive  to  CITA  members'  concerns  about  spoiling  of 
Native  American  heritage  sites  and  to  environmental  issues.  It  should  not 
willfully  freeze  out  preservationists,  wait  until  a development  contract 
is  completed;  and  reveal  a fait  accompli. 

TVA's  board  already  is  in  conflict  with  various  members  of  Congress  over 
continued  funding  for  nonpower  programs  and  restructuring  for  deregulation 
To  remain  viable,  the  agency  needs  its  customers  and  constituents  on  its 
side.  Ignoring  accountability  and  doing  a deal  in  the  dark  on  Little  Cedar 
Mountain  serves  neither  TVA  nor  its  constituents. 

"RE : Hunting  and  Herding  Rights"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Sep  1997  04:17:46  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Iordan  S Dill  <jsd@sover.net> 

Sub j : Hunting  and  herding  rights  of  the  Plains  Indians(fwd) 

UUCP  email 

Good  day  all... am  passing  along  the  following  for  your 
information .. .this  letter  has  been  written  by  the  author  "washita: 

Genocide  on  the  Great  Plains"  (<http://www.dickshovel.com/was.html>..: 

Forwarded  message  

Date:  Wed,  10  Sep  1997  02:44:48  -0500  (CDT) 

From:  lames  A Horsley  <jhorsley@badlands.NoDak.edu> 

To:  "Ada  E.  Deer  Secretary  for  Indian  Affairs"  <webteam@ios.doi.gov> 

Subject:  Hunting  and  herding  rights  of  the  Plains  Indians 
Dear  Ms.  Deer-- 

As  I have  not  heard  from  you  regarding  my  question  as  to  the  legal  statu 
of  the  Great  Plains  region  as  defined  by  the  1851  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie, 
in  particular  the  question  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  Great  Plains  by  the 
Plains  Indians,  I will  explain  why  I am  making  this  request  and  I will 
make  an  additional  request. 

At  present  due  to  land  conditions,  a decline  in  population  and  the 
cutting  back  of  government  subsidies  such  as  the  Conservation  Reserve 
Program  (CRP),  the  Great  Plains  region  is  headed  for  an  severe  economic 
decline. 

Crops  of  almost  any  kind  do  not  do  well  in  much  of  the  region.  The  last 
winter  has  shown  that  cattle  suffer  greatly  and  are  not  sufficiently 
hardy  for  this  climate.  Buffalo,  however,  are  ideal.  They  are,  of 


course,  native  to  the  area. 

I would  like  to  propose  a pilot  program  that  would  involve  the  promotion 
of  buffalo  meat  consumption  and  the  increased  utilization  of  the  Great 
Plains  as  an  open  range  for  buffalo  production. 

Because  of  disease  and  grazing  conditions,  the  buffalo,  however,  should 
be  allowed  to  return  to  their  migratory  habits.  According  to 
veterinarians,  large  herds  of  buffalo  should  not  be  held  on  one 
range  as  they  infect  themselves  with  pests  and  deplete  the  forage--thus 
the  need  to  allow  migration. 

But  who  would  herd  these  migrating  buffalo?  Possibly  the  Native 
American,  and  quite  possibly  they  are  the  one  group  of  people  that  could 
do  this  because  they  may  be  the  one  group  of  people  that  have  the  legal 
right  to  do  so.  However,  to  determine  if  they  do  have  the  legal  right 
to  do  so  would  rely  on  a decision  regarding  the  terms  of  the  1851  Treaty 
of  Fort  Laramie.  Thus,  my  question  below  as  to  the  legal  status  of  the 
Plains  Indians  collectively  re  the  treaty. 

And  now  I have  one  additional  question  which  I ask  on  behalf  of  the 
Plains  Indians.  It  is  this: 

According  to  your  department,  and  according  to  the  government,  do  the 
Plains  Indians,  under  the  terms  of  the  1851  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie,  have 
the  legal  right  to  hunt  and  herd  buffalo  undisturbed  across  the  Great 
Plains  region  territories  as  defined  by  the  treaty?  If  not,  why  not.  If 
yes,  then  why  yes.  If  your  answer  is  yes,  exactly  what  rights  do  they 
have  and  what  rights  do  they  not  have  in  this  regard? 

This  request  is  made  to  help  the  entire  region  regain  its  economic 
viability  and  would  be  a cooperative  effort  that  would  allow  the  Native 
American,  if  he  or  she  so  wished,  to  herd  and  hunt/harvest  buffalo  over 
their  traditional  region. 

It  would  be  an  ideal  way  to  promote  the  development  of  small  business  in 
the  region,  instill  economic  recovery  and  assist  the  Native  American  in 
regaining  the  prosperity  they  originally  had  with  an  economy  based  on 
buffalo  production. 

I would  appreciate  an  acknowledgement  that  you  have  received  this  message. 
My  best, 
lames  Horsley 

"RE : strong  Support-Indian  Gaming"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Sep  1997  14:52:06  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol . com 

Sub j : new  Poll-Strong  Support-Indian  Gaming 

UUCP  email 

SAN  DIEGO- -(BUSINESS  WIRE)--Sept.  11,  1997--San  Diego's  Indian  tribes 
have  strong  support  among  San  Diego  County  residents  for  their  efforts  to 
retain  video  gaming  machines  in  their  casinos,  according  to  a new  poll 
released  Thursday. 

The  poll,  conducted  in  August  1997  by  1MM  Research,  a leading 
Sacramento-based  survey  research  firm,  shows  that  more  than  80  percent  of 
respondents  agree  with  San  Diego  County  Supervisor  Dianne  lacob,  the 
Greater  San  Diego  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  The  San  Diego  Union-Tribune  in 
calling  upon  Governor  Pete  Wilson  to  begin  negotiations  that  will  allow 
the  tribes  to  retain  the  machines. 

In  the  survey,  86  percent  of  the  respondents  agree  with  Supervisor  lacob, 
who  has  said  that  the  "Governor  should  begin  to  negotiate  a compact 
immediately"  with  each  of  the  tribes.  Gaming  compacts  are  the  agreements 
which  specify  the  type  of  gaming  equipment  allowable  on  Indian 
reservations.  Governor  Wilson  is  required  by  federal  law  to  negotiate 
compacts  with  tribes  interested  in  operating  gaming  facilities. 

Wilson  has  so  far  refused  his  obligation  to  negotiate  compacts  with  the 
Barona,  Viejas  and  Sycuan  tribes  which  now  operate  casinos  in  the  county 
of  San  Diego.  Wilson  has  expressed  his  intent  to  force  the  tribes  to 
remove  all  of  their  video  gaming  equipment  even  before  compact 
negotiations  begin. 


The  vast  majority  of  respondents,  84  percent,  said  they  were  aware  that 
local  tribes  were  phasing  out  video  gaming  machines  and  85  percent  of  all 
respondents  agree  with  the  process  being  taken  by  United  States  Attorney 
Alan  Bersin  under  the  terms  of  an  interim  agreement.  When  asked  their 
opinion  about  local  Indian  tribes  being  forced  to  phase  out  the  machines, 

52  percent  of  respondents  said  they  flatly  opposed  such  a move. 

"We  have  acted  in  good  faith  and  are  glad  to  see  the  community  supports 
our  position,"  said  Clifford  LaChappa,  chairman  of  the  Barona  Band  of 
Mission  Indians.  "Our  gaming  enterprises  deserve  the  Governor's  support 
as  well . " 

When  asked  to  agree  or  disagree  with  other  statements  opposing  the 
forced  withdrawal  of  the  machines,  81  percent  said  they  agreed  with  The 
San  Diego  Union-Tribune's  statement  that  the  Governor  "shouldn't  be  so 
stubborn,"  and  that  he  should  sit  down  with  local  tribes  to  negotiate 
lasting  compacts. 

Approximately  82  percent  of  respondents  agreed  with  the  position  of  the 
Greater  San  Diego  Chamber  of  Commerce  that  the  Governor  should  "soften  his 
views"  and  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  tribes. 

"Indian  gaming  is  an  important  part  of  San  Diego's  regional  economy," 
said  LaChappa.  "The  combined  payrolls  from  local  Indian  gaming 
operations  now  exceeds  $77  million  a year.  We  also  spend  another  $80 
million  with  vendors  providing  goods  and  services  to  our  reservations, " 
he  said.  "I  don't  understand  the  Governor  being  so  reluctant  to 
negotiate  with  an  industry  that  is  such  an  important  part  of  the  local 
economy.  We  only  want  fair  and  equitable  treatment." 

Both  Supervisor  Dacob  and  Richard  Ledford,  the  Chamber's  senior  vice 
president  for  Public  Policy,  expressed  their  support  for  Indian  gaming  at 
a recent  media  conference  at  Barona  Casino.  The  conference  was  held  to 
highlight  the  impact  of  removing  the  first  round  of  video  gaming  equipment 
affected  by  the  tribes'  agreement  with  the  U.S.  Attorney. 

Father  Doe  Carroll,  president  of  St.  Vincent  DePaul,  joined  Supervisor 
lacob  and  Ledford  in  calling  on  the  Governor  to  negotiate  compacts  with 
local  tribes.  In  the  last  year  alone,  San  Diego's  Indian  tribes  have 
donated  nearly  $5  million  to  local  charities  and  special  community  events. 

Removing  more  of  the  video  gaming  machines  from  the  tribes'  casinos  may 
cause  a reduction  in  revenues  that  could,  in  turn,  affect  the  level  of 
charitable  giving  the  tribes  are  capable  of  maintaining. 

"At  least  for  now,  we  do  not  foresee  any  impacts  on  our  contributions  to 
San  Diego's  important  community  organizations,"  said  LaChappa.  "Only 
Governor  Wilson  can  initiate  the  negotiations  which  will  insure  that  will 
always  be  the  case." 

Clark  Stockton,  current  payroll  manager  for  Barona  Casino,  is  a prime 
example  of  the  positive  side  of  Indian  gaming  and  the  opportunities  it 
can  present.  "They  take  people  like  me  off  the  streets  and  give  them  a 
second  chance  at  life,"  said  Stockton,  who  had  once  been  homeless  before 
being  hired  by  Barona. 

"Without  Barona  Casino,  I would  not  have  been  able  to  turn  my  life 
around  and  become  a productive  member  of  society,"  said  Stockton.  "I 
wouldn't  be  able  to  look  at  my  child  and  say  'I'll  see  you  later,  I have 
to  go  to  work' . " 

"The  public  opinion  poll  which  was  just  conducted  definitely 
demonstrates  that  there  is  public  support  for  Indian  gaming,"  said 
LaChappa.  "However,  that  is  not  the  most  important  point  we  would  like 
the  Governor  to  consider.  Even  more  important  are  the  many  benefits  that 
are  created,  such  as  4,000  jobs,  $5.5  million  in  payroll  tax  generation 
and  almost  $5  million  in  charitable  contributions  throughout  the  County 
of  San  Diego.  These  are  all  admirable  and  important  aspects  of  Indian 
gaming  which  we  hope  the  Governor  will  take  into  consideration." 

The  independent  poll,  commissioned  by  the  Barona  Band  of  Mission  Indians, 
surveyed  400  San  Diego  County  registered  voters. 

CONTACT: 

Kelly  Dacobs,  619/443-6612,  619/546-9383 


RE:  New  Book  on  Dames  Bay  Cree 


Date:  Sat,  13  Sep  1997  22:46:41  -0400 

From:  Ann  Stewart  <Stewartship@compuserve . com> 

Sub j : New  (and  timely)  book  on  lames  Bay  Crees 

UUCP  email 

Defending  the  Land:  Sovereignty  and  Forest  Life  in  lames  Bay  Cree  Society  by 
Ronald  W.  Niezen  has  just  been  published  by  Allyn  & Bacon  (paperback,  US$14, 
ISBN  0-205-27580-X,  phone  orders:  1-800-852-8024,  website:  www.abacon.com) 
Although  the  book  is  meant  for  students,  its  author,  a Harvard 
anthropology  professor,  provides  non-academic  readers  with  a full  picture 
of  life  today  for  the  lames  Bay  Crees.  Drawing  upon  ten  years  of 
experience  and  including  interviews  with  Crees  living  in  their 
communities.  Professor  Niezen  demonstrates  how  they  have  maintained  their 
precious  connection  to  a hunting,  fishing  and  trapping  way  of  life,  while 
at  the  same  time  resisting  additional  hydroelectric  projects,  campaigning 
against  Quebec's  1995  bid  for  sovereignty  and  acquiring  membership  on  the 
Economic  and  Social  Council  of  the  United  Nations.  A current  bibliography 
rounds  out  the  text. 

Quebec  soon  plans  to  hold  another  referendum  on  separation  from  Canada 
(America,  are  you  paying  attention?)  and  in  lune  97,  Hydro-Quebec 
announced  it  would  "study"  the  possibility  of  diverting  the  Great  Whale 
and  the  Eastmain  Rivers  to  replenish  water  levels  behind  the  dams  along 
the  La  Grande  River  (lames  Bay  Phase  I).  HQ  refuses  to  make  public  the 
current  water  levels,  but  experts  state  that  levels  have  dropped 
precipitously,  in  part  due  to  increased  sales  to  the  northeastern  United 
States . 

I urge  you  to  purchase  this  book  and  familiarize  yourself  with  these 
crucial  issues. 

Ann  Stewart 
Stewartship 

75361 . 1143@compu serve . com 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  14  Sep  1997  21:03:07  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis(3EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  20 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST10HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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WHAT  TO  LOOK  FOR. 


Do  not  look  for  wrong  and  evil; 

You  will  find  them  if  you  do. 

As  you  measure  for  your  neighbor. 

He  will  measure  back  for  you. 

Look  for  goodness,  look  for  gladness; 

You  will  meet  them  all  the  while. 
If  you  bring  a smiling  visage 

To  the  glass,  you  meet  a smile. 


Let  liars,  fear;  let  cowards  shrink; 

Let  traitors  turn  away; 

Whatever  we  have  dared  to  think. 
That,  dare  we  also  say. 

-LOWELL. 


Think  truly,  and  thy  thoughts 
Shall  the  world's  famine  feed; 
Speak  truly,  and  each  word  of  thine 
Shall  be  a faithful  seed. 

Live  truly  and  they  life  shall  be 
A great  and  noble  creed. 

-BONAR. 


A MAN,  IS  IT,  YOU  WISH  TO  BECOME? 


Every  man  is  as  much  of  a man,  and  has  as  many  good  qualities,  as  he 
himself  determine. 

"What  an  ideal  man  I could  create,  if  only  I had  the  power  to  combine 
in  one  man  the  best  things  I see  in  some  of  the  best  men  I know!"  said  a 
young  man. 

But  he  has  that  privilege  and  that  power. 

Does  he  admire  the  tact  and  winning  courtesy  of  one  man,  the 
intensity  and  tireless  energy  of  another,  the  balance  and  good  judgement 
of  another,  the  apparently  inexhaustible  knowledge  of  another? 

Does  he  turn  in  strong  dislike  from  one  man's  brusqueness  and  lack  of 
courtesy  and  polish,  from  another's  irritability,  from  another's 
easy-going  slowness,  from  another's  carelessness  and  lack  of  method? 

It  rests  with  him  as  a child  of  God  to  bring  into  his  own  life,  by 
tireless  study  and  practice,  those  characteristics  he  so  admires  in 
others . 

It  is  in  his  power  to  keep  out  of  his  own  life,  by  equal  vigilance 
and  prayer,  those  things  that  seem  to  him  to  lessen  another's 
usefulness . 

Our  Heavenly  Father  has  given  us  a place  in  this  world. 

He  would  have  us  at  our  best.  And  he  alone  can  enable  us  to  grow 
into  the  likeness  of  the  only  perfect  Man  the  world  has  ever  known. 

-[Sunday  School  Times. 


THE  SMALL  LIE. 


It  is  easy  to  be  honest  and  true  when  we  know  we  shall  be  caught  if 
we  are  not,  and  knowing  that  if  caught  we  shall  be  made  ashamed  of 
ourselves,  but  when  we  almost  KNOW  that  we  shall  NEVER  be  caught,  then 
it  is  not  so  easy  to  be  exactly  honest.  We  WILL  tell  the  small  lie, 
when  we  think  that  nobody  will  find  it  out.  Even  so-called  Christians 
do  that,  but  they  ARE  found  out,  and  that  is  why  they  lose  friends.  To 
be  honest  in  every  LITTLE  act  in  life  one  must  EVER  be  on  the  watch. 

The  meanest  people  on  earth  are  those  who  are  continually  doing  little 
acts  of  deception  and  telling  small  falsehoods,  and  at  the  same  time 


think  they  are  capable  of  advising  others.  "Thou  hypocrite,  first  cast 
out  the  beam  out  of  thine  own  eye,  and  then  shalt  thou  see  clearly  to 
cast  out  the  mote  out  of  thy  brother's  eye." 


AS  WE  SPEND  OUR  MOMENTS  SO  WILL  WE  BE. 


"Time  is  the  stuff  life  is  made  of, ' says  Benjamin  Franklin. 
Every  man  has  exactly  the  same  amount  of  it  in  a year. 

One  improves  it  and  reaps  great  results. 

Another  wastes  and  reaps  failure. 

The  first  class  they  call  lucky;  the  second,  unfortunate. 

The  unfortunates  form  the  mass  of  mankind. 


During  the  teaching  of  a temperance  Sunday  school  lesson  an  Indian 
boy,  ten  years  old  was  asked: 

"What  does  alcohol  do  to  a man's  brain?" 

He  answered,  "It  makes  him  think  crooked."  -[Exchange 


Nancy  Renville,  Sisseton  Sioux,  who  was  a Carlisle  pupil  in  '79  and 
'80,  is  at  the  Genoa  Indian  School,  Nebraska. 

Miss  Ella  Powlas,  of  Green  Bay  Agency,  Wisconsin,  a Hampton  Indian 
Student,  is  one  of  the  Genoa,  Nebraska  teachers  this  year. 

Alexander  Upshaw,  '97,  has  returned  to  his  studies  at  Bloomsburg 
State  Normal  School,  where  he  is  working  his  way  through,  as  best  he 
can,  in  true  Garfield  style. 

Master  Roscoe  Bergstresser  of  Trevorton,  Pa.,  seeing  the  offer  last 
week  of  20  cents  on  the  dollar  for  all  subscriptions,  sends  a list  of 
thirty  this  week  and  thereby  makes  a little  spending  money.  Thanks! 

Let  others  try  the  same! 

The  Genoa  Indian  School  has  more  pupils  this  year  than  for  three 
years.  The  Indians  evidently  are  awakening  to  the  idea  of  educating 
their  children  away  from  home.  We  have  had  more  requests  this  year  than 
ever,  and  more  pupils  have  come  to  us,  unsolicited. 

The  District  Grand  Lodge  No.  1 of  Pennsylvania  G.U.O  of  O.F.  now  in 
session  in  Carlisle  and  the  first  meeting  of  the  Grand  Household  of 
Ruth,  No.  1,  G.U.O.  of  O.F.  on  Wednesday,  brought  a number  of  our  Africo 
American  brethren  to  the  school,  as  visitors  from  a distance. 

Want  to  know  what  Indians  from  68  different  tribes  are  doing  at  the 
largest  training  school  for  Indians  in  the  country?  Then  take  the 
HELPER!  Want  your  friends  to  know?  Then  ask  them  to  subscribe!  10,000 
new  subscribers  before  Christmas  are  what  we  would  like  and  we  ought 
really  to  have  them  without  the  least  trouble. 

The  many  friends  of  Ned  Brace,  Kiowa,  who  went  home  a few  years  ago, 
will  be  glad  to  learn  that  he  is  to  have  a wedding  day,  October  1st, 
1897,  at  the  Rainy  Mountain  school,  Indian  Territory.  He  is  to  marry 
Miss  Martha  Koriho,  a former  pupil  of  Haskell.  We  get  this  straight 
from  Ned  himself,  in  the  shape  of  an  invitation,  so  there  can  be  no 
mistake  about  it.  We  all  know  that  he  will  "brace"  to  the  occasion,  and 
if  congratulations  are  in  order  before  the  happy  event  we  extend  a 
hearty  hand-shake,  and  wish  for  the  couple  a long,  happy  and  prosperous 
life. 

Miss  Pauli  has  been  transferred  from  the  Mt.  Pleasant  Michigan, 
Boarding  School,  to  the  School  at  Oneida,  Wisconsin,  and  likes  her 
present  position,  very  much.  She  ought  to,  for,  as  the  writer  remembers 
the  Oneida  Boarding  School,  it  is  one  of  the  best  reservation  schools  in 
the  United  States,  well  equipped  and  superbly  managed  by  Superintendent 
Pierce  and  his  excellent  wife. 

Mary  V.,  wife  of  George  W.  Foulke,  the  colored  teamster  at  the  Indian 
school  for  the  past  seventeen  years,  died  yesterday  at  3:15  p.m.  of 
peritonitis,  after  an  illness  of  about  ten  days.  She  was  aged  forty 
years  and  has  resided  at  the  Indian  school  for  the  last  sixteen  years. 

The  deceased  was  a most  highly  respected  colored  lady  was  very 
prominent  in  religious  circles.  She  was  a member  of  the  West  Street 
A.M.E.  Zion  Church  and  Sunday  School,  and  was  one  of  the  stewardesses. 
She  was  also  a member  of  "Golden  Chain  Council"  and  a member  of  the 


committee  of  arrangements  for  the  G.U.O  of  O.F.  convention  being  held  in 
Carlisle.  -[Evening  Sentinel,  14th. 

The  funeral  services,  held  at  the  school,  are  in  progress  as  we  go  to 
press.  A handsome  floral  offering  was  the  gift  of  the  officers  and 
faculty.  Mrs.  Foulke's  loss  is  sincerely  mourned  by  her  large  number  of 
friends  at  the  school,  and  the  bereaved  husband,  whose  faithful  work  and 
interest  has  called  out  the  highest  esteem  and  confidence,  has  the 
sympathy  of  all. 

Mrs.  Mary  Wells,  who  used  to  be  Mary  Parkhust  when  a student  at 

Carlise,  was  heard  from  this  week.  She  and  her  husband,  Otto  Wells,  who 

was  also  one  of  our  students  are  living  at  Otto's  home  in  the  Indian 

Territory.  The  home  of  Mary's  birth  is  Oneida,  Wisconsin,  and  she  must 

find  the  Comanches  a very  different  people  from  her  own,  but  she  writes 
most  cheerfully  and  says  she  likes  her  husband's  people.  She  has  made  a 
camp  visit  of  a few  weeks  and  enjoyed  it  very  much.  But  says  "Of 
course,  you  may  well  know  that  I would  not  stay  like  that  all  my  life 
time."  Both  Otto  and  Mary  have  Government  positions  at  Ft.  Sill,  Otto 
as  blacksmith  and  Mary  as  baker,  to  show  the  girls  at  the  Rainy  Mountain 
school  how  to  bake  bread.  She  says  their  own  little  Mattie  is  growing 
rapidly  and  talks  English,  and  as  soon  as  she  is  large  enough  will  come 
to  Carlisle.  She  is  almost  large  enough  now  to  go  to  Kindergarten. 

Mary  has  seen  Nellie  Carey  Chandler  and  had  a pleasant  visit  with  her. 

The  Invincible  Debating  Society  met  last  Friday  evening  and  the 
following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  term:  President, 

Mitchel  Barada;  Vice-President,  R.  Moore;  Secretary,  Wilson  Welch; 
Reporter,  Cornelius  Iordan;  Sergeant-at-Arms,  Artie  Miller;  Critic, 
Dennison  Wheelock;  Assistant  Critic,  lames  Wheelock. 

A great  many  books  were  taken  to  the  country  for  study  during  leisure 
hours,  and  it  is  quite  remarkable  that  nearly  all  have  been  returned.  A 
very  few  books  have  been  lost  in  this  way,  showing  that  most  of  our 
pupils  are  growing  more  careful,  but  the  few  who  have  lost  books  need 
something  done  to  make  them  think. 


A cooler  wave,  but  hardly  cool. 

Let  us  hope  that  the  scorching  days  are  over. 

Allen  Blackchief  is  back  from  New  York. 

Chester  Smith  is  back  from  Pawhuska,  Oklahoma, 
loseph  Adams  has  returned  from  the  far  West,  Oregon. 

A number  of  boys  and  girls  in  from  country  homes  brought 
subscr 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Nov  4 22:56:13  1997 
Date:  Tue,  23  Sep  1997  20:24:16  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.039 


' ) / / ')  / /)'))/  ) / ' ) ) / ) 

/ / / / / / /--/  III  / III 

(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / / (_  ( / ' 0 

, , 0 o 0 

/'  )//)')//'  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  VOLUME  05,  ISSUE  039  0 o o o o 0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , 27  September  1997  0 o 0 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 o 0 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  NAT-REL,  Big  Mountain,  FOL-L 
AISESnet  & Innu-L  lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc. culture. native,  igc . indig. info 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Whenever,  in  the  course  of  the  daily  hunt  the  red  hunter  comes  upon  a 
scene  that  is  strikingly  beautiful  or  sublime  - a black  thundercloud 
with  the  rainbow's  glowing  arch  above  the  mountain,  a white  waterfall 
in  the  heart  of  a green  gorge;  a vast  prarie  tinged  with  blood-red  of 
sunset  - he  pauses  for  an  instant  in  an  attitude  of  worship.  Fie  sees 
no  need  for  setting  apart  one  day  in  seven  as  a holy  day,  since  to  him 
all  days  are  God's. 

Charles  Eastman  (Ohiyesa),  Santee  Dakota 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
i Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

I I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 
i of  the  Republic  \ 

\ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 


| as  incorporated  in  the  United  | Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 

t States  Constitution,  | Nations. 

[ so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

i shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  Monday  marked  solstice,  a very  Sacred  time  for  many  Native  Peoples. 
I send  greetings  to  all  in  hopes  to  make  the  Prayer  Circle  even  stronger. 

It  is  already  winter  in  Montana  and  the  Dakotas.  Snow  has  fallen  and 
the  cleansing  north  wind  bites  hard.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a way  to 
celebrate  the  solstice  by  giving,  consider  blankets,  warm  clothing,  fire 
wood  for  those  in  need  of  these  life  giving  items. 


This  just  in,  for  those  who  have  been  following  the  Bear  Lincoln 
Murder  Trial  .... 

Date:  Tue,  23  Sep  1997  17:15:50  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  MICHELE  HELENE  MAAS  <michmaas(3sf su . edu> 

Sub j : Bear  Lincoln 

we  have  just  learned  the  jury  has  returned  with  a not  guilty  verdict 
for  Eugene  Bear  Lincoln.. we  have  also  learned  the  d.a.  will  re-try 
the  case  as  manslaughter michele 


Thanks  to  my  beloved  wife  for  this  week's  editorial: 

When  people  say  to  me  --  well,  if  a tribe  is  rich,  why  should  we  keep 
giving  them  money,  I ask  them  one  simple  question.  Is  the  finance 
company  that  holds  your  mortgage  well  off  financially?  They  always  give 
me  looks  like  I've  grown  a second  head.  Well  SURE  it  is,  they  reply,  if 
it  weren't  they  wouldn't  have  been  able  to  loan  us  the  money  to  buy  the 
house.  It  follows,  then,  that  you  don't  believe  you  should  have  to  pay 
your  mortgage  to  them,  I respond.  The  next  look  shows  they  think  I've 
grown  a third  head.  Well  look,  I say.  It's  just  like  with  the  Indians. 

The  United  States  bought  land  from  them,  and  paid  them  with  a treaty 
that  promised  to  make  payments  to  them  in  cash  and  services.  Now  the 
U.S.  is  in  debt  and  some  of  the  Indian  tribes  have  some  money,  so  the 
U.S.  would  like  to  say  that  the  Indians  with  money  are  rich  enough  and 
the  U.S.  shouldn't  have  to  pay  the  debt  anymore.  You  bought  your  house 
with  the  help  of  the  finance  company,  and  promised  them  you'd  pay  them 
back  for  the  help  with  cash  payments.  The  finance  company  has  plenty. 

You  are  struggling  to  make  your  bills.  So  maybe,  as  the  U.S.  would  like 
to  do  with  the  Indians,  it  would  be  okay  to  walk  away  from  your 
responsibility  and  promise  to  the  finance  company.  Does  that  sound 
right?  Well,  it's  not  the  SAME,  they  protest.  I only  have  to  pay  for  30 
years.  Urn  hmmm...I  say.  And  the  payment  is  what?  About  a quarter  of 
your  annual  gross  income?  (typically  that's  about  the  right  percentage) 
And  you  have  what?  Maybe  a quarter  or  a third  of  an  acre  of  land,  if 
that?  Every  inch  of  property  in  this  country  was  in  use  by  the  Indians. 
It  fed  them.  It  clothed  them.  It  sheltered  them.  We  have  changed  that 
land  so  that  it  cannot  possibly  be  used  by  them.  Deer  and  buffalo  just 
don't  live  well  in  parking  lots  and  wild  grapes  don't  grow  on 
skyscrapers.  The  U.S.  pushed  the  Indian  tribes  onto  pockets  of  wasteland 
that  cannot  possibly  be  self-sustaining,  and  did  so  on  purpose,  with  the 
stated  intent  at  that  time  of  rendering  tribes  extinct  within  a certain 
period  of  time.  They,  in  short,  figured  the  land  they  put  them  on  was  so 
sorry  nobody  would  want  to  stay  there,  and  that  the  Indians  would 
scatter,  become  "just  like  us"  in  a matter  of  time,  and  that  the  payments 
could  stop  by  default.  It  never  occurred  to  the  U.S.  that  becoming  "just 
like  us"  would  look  to  so  many  tribes  of  Indian  people  like  a sorrier 


fate  than  a slow,  lingering  death  on  that  land  --  that  they  would 
struggle  to  find  ways  to  stay  together  there  as  a people.  But  they  did. 
And  the  payments  that  were  rendered  to  them  and  are  still  rendered  to 
them  has  never  been  more  than  a tiny  portion  of  our  national  budget. 
Think.  If  you  could  pay  for  your  home  by  buying  the  president  of  the 
mortgage  company  a soda  pop  once  a month,  do  you  think  you  might  be 
willing  to  agree  to  pay  for  it  (and  agree  on  behalf  of  your  ancestors) 
forever? 


Some  people  still  struggle  with  the  idea.  Some,  like  Gorton,  have  such  a 
vested  interest  in  destroying  Indian  tribes  as  distinct  people,  that  they 
will  never  see  it.  Gorton  hates  Indians  with  the  same  fervor  that  Helms 
hates  communists.  He  will  never  relent  in  his  efforts  to  oppose 
sovereignty  of  Indian  tribes.  I don't  think  any  kind  of  reason  will  ever 
reach  him.  He's  too  entrenched  (and  he  has  an  ongoing  financial 
interest).  Ironically,  we  could  make  the  same  argument  with  him. 

Gorton's  fisheries  have  plenty  --  they're  doing  well.  Yet  Mr.  Gorton  has 
tried  incessantly  to  nullify  treaties  that  allow  Native  tribes  that  are 
absolutely  impoverished  to  fish  waters  he  wants.  If  he  has  plenty,  why 
should  he  want  that  little  bit  the  Native  tribes  have?  Isn't  that  a lot 
like  what  he's  saying  about  the  U.S.  and  Indian  tribes  that  are  well  off? 


There  are  only  two  ways  to  deal  with  somebody  like  that.  Either  get  him 
out  of  office  or  educate  the  rest  of  the  Senate  and  House  and  their 
constituencies  to  the  point  that  they  just  look  at  him  and  shake  their 
heads  and  say  "there  he  goes  again"  when  he  starts  on  one  of  his  little 
vendettas.  Preferably  both.  Slade  Gorton  and  his  obsession  are  an 
embarrassment  to  his  state  and  the  country. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 
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— "RE:  Big  Thank  You  for  Response" 

Date:  Mon,  22  Sep  1997  10:08:39  -0400  (EDT) 
From:  FirehairSS(3aol . com  (fwd) 

Sub  j : Big  Thank  You  for  Response 
FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  - 


UUCP  email 
Dear  Friends, 

Thank  you  to  all  who  called  Senators  to  oppose  Senator  Gorton's  vicious 
anti-Indian  riders  in  HR  2107,  and  for  spreading  the  word  on  to  other 
people  so  that  the  word  could  get  out. 

Late  Monday  night  (actually  some  of  the  details  were  still  being 
hammered  out  on  Tuesday)  --  we  won!  Well,  at  least,  for  a while 

Although  on  Tuesday  morning  I had  relayed  the  results  of  our  efforts  to  the 
Cherokee  Nation  and  Askwitteachik  homepages,  and  forwarded  to  the 
TribalLaw  listserv  where  it  has  been  discussed  for  a few  days,  I forgot 
that  most  of  you  are  not  likely  to  be  part  of  that  forum,  so  I apologize  for 
not  updating  you  before  now. 

After  negotiations  with  other  Indian  Affairs  committee  members  that 
ended  Tuesday,  Gorton  agreed  to  withdraw  the  sovereignty  and 
jurisdiction  rider  (#120),  and  agreed  to  Sen.  Campbell's  amendment  to 
the  means-testing  rider  (#118)  that  would  only  apply  to  funds  beyond  the 
levels  funded  last  year,  and  even  those  with  additional  safeguards 
added,  (this  is  actually  pretty  superficial,  and  I may  be  off  a bit  in  the 
details,  but  essentially  they're  gone). 

The  considerable  opposition  to  these  riders  from  other  Senators  was 
such  that  they  were  unlikely  to  pass,  and  realizing  that,  Gorton  negotiated 
the  above  in  exchange  for  the  promise  of  hearings  next  April  (in  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs)  on  these  issues.  So  although  we've  won 
this  battle,  the  war  will  proceed  next  year  (of  course,  those  familiar  with 
the  history  and  extent  of  *perpetual*  U.S.  treaty  violations  will  not  be 
surprised  at  that....) 

Ironically,  on  Tuesday  morning  a rebuttal  article  by  Senator  Gorton, 
defending  the  riders,  was  published  in  the  Washington  Post  editorial 
page.  I was  prepared  to  send  a point-by-point  counter-rebuttal  OpEd  to 
the  Post,  but  by  the  time  his  letter  was  published,  he  had  already 
withdrawn  the  riders  (though  that  was  not  yet  public  knowledge) . Of 
course,  his  "logic"  and  views  in  the  article  (and  the  point-by-point  detailed 
rebuttals  we  will  offer)  all  completely  ignore  the  one  real  issue  that  it  all 
boils  down  to,  and  that  is  what  I hope  to  emphasize  next  April. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  help. 

--Scott  Tippetts 

"RE : Mt.  Graham  Telescope  Construction  Continues"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Sep  1997  17:37:55  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol . com 

Sub j : Mt  Graham-construction  continues,  facts  we  didn't  know 

UUCP  email 

MT.  GRAHAM  TELESCOPE  CONSTRUCTION  CONTINUES 

On  1.2  acres  at  the  top  of  Mount  Graham's  10,470-foot  Emerald 
Peak,  crews  working  on  the  $75  million  Large  Binocular  Telescope 
(LBT)  are  well  into  their  second  season  of  construction.  Two  weeks 
ago  crews  finished  pouring  concrete  for  the  two  major  support  walls 
of  the  telescope  structure. 

Since  early  March  when  construction  began  after  four  months  of 
winter  snow,  crews  have  poured  almost  3,000-cubic  yards  of 


concrete  and  reinforced  it  with  150  tons  of  structural  steel. 

The  University  of  Arizona  claims  it  will  be  the  largest  and  most 
technologically  advanced  telescope  in  the  world  when  fully 
operational  in  2003. 

It's  a large  telescope  complex,  but  a very  small  place  to  build.  The 
construction  site  is  cramped  because  it  is  bounded  on  all  sides  by 
thick  forest  and  yellow  ribbon  marking  an  area  closed  to  all  entry: 
the  federally  protected  habitat  of  the  endangered  Mount  Graham 
Red  Squirrel. 

Mount  Graham  is  held  sacred  by  the  Western  Apache  people. 

Because  of  these  facts,  telescope  construction  on  the  mountain 
has  been  hotly  contested  by  American  Indian,  environmentalists 
and  human  rights  activists  since  its  planning  stages. 

In  1988,  the  UofAz  received  authorization  from  Congress  to  build 
three  telescopes  on  8.6  acres  on  Mt.  Graham.  The  action  exempted 
the  UofAz  from  following  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act, 
which  would  have  prohibited  construction  in  endangered  species 
habitat . 

Last  Dune,  after  nearly  eight  years  of  court  battles  with  American 
Indian  and  environmental  groups,  the  UofAz  was  allowed  to 
proceed  with  construction  of  the  LBT.  Crews  will  continue  to  work 
at  the  site  until  the  first  week  of  December  before  shutting  down 
for  the  winter.  UofAz  expects  the  lower  portion  of  the  building  to 
be  completed  by  that  time;  and  be  finished  with  the  building  by 
1999. 

Despite  the  fact  that  construction  is  well  underway,  opposition  to 
the  project  is  still  strong,  and  growing. 

Anne  Carl,  a spokeswoman  for  the  Student  Environmental  Action 
Coalition,  said  her  group  will  continue  opposing  the  UofAz' s activity 
on  Mount  Graham  "every  step  of  the  way". 

The  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  requires  that  American  Indian 
communities  be  consulted;  but  they  haven't  been.  Furthermore, 
the  university  is  not  adequately  monitoring  the  impact  construction 
is  having  on  the  red  squirrel  population. 

An  internal  US  Forest  Service  memo  recently  made  public  in  the 
Apache  historic  preservation  lawsuit  now  pending  in  the  US  Ninth 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  reveals  that  the  Forest  Service  admits  for 
the  first  time  after  years  of  evading  the  issue  that  Mt.  Graham  is 
a traditional  cultural  property  of  the  Western  Apache. 

Last  August,  over  Forest  Service  opposition  and  without  knowledge 
of  the  secret  memo,  the  President's  Advisory  Council  on  Historic 
Preservation  notified  the  USFS  that  the  Mt.  Graham  Observatory 
project  was  undertaken  in  violation  of  the  National  Historic 
Preservation  Act,  pointing  out  to  Forest  Supervisor  John  McGee 
that : 

"it  is  now  evident  that  the  Forest  service  has  a responsibility 
to  evaluate  Mt.  Graham  for  eligibility  for  the  National  register  of 
Historic  Places  as  a traditional  cultural  property...  this  evaluation 
should  be  accomplished  as  quickly  as  possible,  prior  to  taking 
irrevocable  action  in  constructing  the  third  telescope." 

To  date,  the  Forest  service  has  stonewalled  the  President's  council 
and  refused  to  comply  despite  the  admissions  contained  in  their 
internal  documents  and  memos.  Meanwhile,  a decision  is  expected 
soon  in  the  San  Carlos  Apaches'  lawsuit  to  halt  the  illegal  telescope 
construction . 

The  telescope  project  is  business,  not  science.  A nationally 
respected  astronomer,  Roger  Lynds,  in  1993  said  the  observatory 
had  "nothing  to  do  with  science,  technology  and  truth  or  the  best 
use  of  taxpayers'  money." 

The  Uof Az ' s science  is  so  slipshod  and  incompetent  that  it  didn't 
even  complete  its  science  homework  before  it  went  to  Congress 
in  1988  and  lobbied  radical  exemptions  from  U.S.  environmental 
and  religious  protection  laws.  Four  years  after  construction  had 
started,  the  university  realized  it  had  selected  the  poorest 


location  on  Mt.  Graham  for  an  observatory. 

Though  the  university  may  some  day  claim  to  have  the  world's 
largest  (in  reality  the  world's  third-largest)  telescope,  it  has  almost 
nothing  to  do  with  science.  It  is  sheer  a matter  of  attracting  grant 
dollars.  Federal  grants  for  such  boondoggles  aren't  always,  as 
Dr.  Lynds  says,  "the  best  use  of  taxpayers'  dollars." 

In  1991,  president  Gee  of  the  Ohio  State  University  dropped  this 
controversial  and  highly  unethical  project  because  he  said,  "When 
you  are  canceling  math  classes  to  build  a telescope,  you  have  a 
problem. " 

In  Ohio,  some  5,000  citizens  in  one  week  observed  Hale-Bopp 
through  the  Perkins  telescope.  But  now  Ohio  State  says  they 
can't  afford  $100,000  a year  to  help  keep  Perkins  open.  President 
Gordon  Gee  decided  to  spend  what  he  said  would  cost  "$60 
million  of  the  next  20  years"  for  the  Mt.  Graham  telescope. 

The  mirror  now  being  recast  for  that  telescope  has  tripled  in 
prince  --  even  before  the  UofAz's  "patch  and  paste"  casting 
blunders . 

Ohio  State  University  has  produced  two  Ph.D.  astronomers  per  year 
over  the  last  10  years.  Astronomy  is  one  of  the  most  overcrowded 
fields  in  the  United  States.  Dr.  hale  of  Hale-Bopp  fame  was 
unemployed  when  he  discovered  the  comet  from  a portable 
telescope  in  his  driveway.  He  epitomizes  the  market  glut  of 
astronomers . 

OSU  is  foolish  to  invest  tens  of  millions  in  an  unproved  technology 
when  so  many  other  large  telescopes  are  available.  Other 
telescopes  which  are  not  cultural  pariahs  either. 

It  took  more  than  five  years  for  UofAz  to  make  its  last  mirror,  and 
it  was  only  half  the  current  one's  size.  OSU  will  pay  Arizona 
astronomers  more  than  $50,000  per  night  to  use  this  white  elephant, 
and  since  the  weather  is  so  bad  on  Mt.  Graham,  they  will  not  even 
have  a 50-50  chance  of  using  it. 

Ohio  should  keep  Perkins  open  for  the  public,  and  demand  that 
President  Gee  stops  OSU's  ego-tripping  with  costly  extravaganzas 
that  abandon  Ohio's  legendary  local  observatory,  and  leave  Ohioans 
holding  a highly  controversial , slipshod  science  and  totally  unethical 
scope  in  a poke. 

At  the  1991  annual  Catholic  Press  Association  convention  in 
Arizona,  the  renowned  novelist  Tony  Hillerman  from  New  Mexico5declared  that 
the  proposed  sitting  of  telescopes  of  Mount 

Graham  was  "as  bad  as  Israelis  putting  a radar  tower  on  top  of 
the  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulcher  in  lerusalem." 

The  University  of  Arizona,  the  German  Max  Planck  Institute, 
the  Italian  Arcetri  Observatory,  the  Vatican  Observatory,  and  now 
maybe  Ohio  State  University  are  proposing  to  spend  millions  of 
dollars  to  do  essentially  that  to  the  Western  Apaches  with  their 
LBT.  Do  President  Pacheco  (UofAz)  and  Father  George  V.  Coyne 
(Vatican  Observatory)  want  to  see  a burning  bush  on  Dzil  Nchaa 
Si  An  (Mt.  Graham)  before  they  will  believe  this  mountain  is 
sacred?!  UofAz  and  now  maybe  OSU  are  the  only  North  American  institutions 
that  have  dishonored  themselves  in  this  travesty.  Every  other 
American  institution,  over  20  of  them,  that  signed  up  or  had  intentions 
to,  dumped  the  project. 

Why  are  UofAz,  Max  Planck,  Arcetri,  the  Vatican  and  OSU  so 
uncaring  of  fundamental  human  rights  and  the  laws  which  protect 
Mother  Earth? 

To  Mr.  Pacheco,  Mr.  Gee,  Father  Coyne,  scientists  of  Max  Planck 
and  Arcetri,  and  to  Pope  John  Paul  II:  it's  like  the  old  joke,  gentlemen, 
what  part  of  "no"  don't  you  understand? 

NO  Telescopes  on  Mount  Graham! 

Elsie  Herten 

KOLA  (International  Campaign  Office) 

Van  Boeckel  St.  20 
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Flopi  Tribe  conducts  livestock  count 

KYKOTSMOVI,  (Ariz.)<Five  years  of  drought  have  had  a drastic  effect  on 
the  livestock  grazing  capacity  of  the  range  units  on  the  Flopi 
reservation.  As  a result  of  the  drought  and  lack  of  adequate  grazing 
forage,  the  Flopi  Tribe  is  actively  engaged  in  a livestock  count.  A 
range  unit  survey  which  was  completed  in  1996  by  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  recommended  a livestock  reduction  of  10%-45%  in  most  of  the 
Flopi  range  units. 

Robert  Carolin,  Superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  is 
conducting  the  livestock  count  on  the  Flopi  Partitioned  Lands  which  are 
still  under  federal  jurisdiction. 

Flopi  Tribal  Chairman  Ferrell  Secakuku  said,  "The  Flopi  Tribe  has  always 
complied  with  the  new  range  surveys  because  it  is  good  management 
practice.  It  also  ensures  our  traditional  and  cultural  responsibility 
to  be  good  stewards  of  the  land.  The  count  will  help  the  Flopi  Tribe 
plan  on  how  much  the  lands  are  overgrazed,  which  range  units  these 
animals  are  located  on,  and  how  we  can  rectify  the  situation.  We  ask 
for  full  cooperation  for  the  livestock  count.  Flarassment  of  Navajos 
living  on  Flopi  Partitioned  Land  is  not  the  intent.  Flopi  ranchers  are 
affected  by  the  livestock  count  as  well  as  the  Navajo  families  who 
reside  on  Flopi  Partitioned  Lands." 

In  conclusion.  Chairman  Secakuku  stated,  "The  Supreme  Being  put  his 
trust  in  us  to  take  care  of  the  land  so  that  it  can  take  care  of  us. 

The  Flopi  Tribal  government  wishes  to  protect  and  preserve  Flopi  lands 
for  years  to  come."  The  livestock  count  is  being  conducted  on  all  the 
range  units  in  District  Six  and  the  Flopi  Partitioned  Lands. 
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Impoundment  scare  on  HPL  resolved 
W.  R.  Young 
THE  OBSERVER 

Requested  by  the  Hopi  Tribe  to  take  inventory  of  livestock  on  all 
range  units  in  District  Six  and  the  Hopi  Partitioned  Lands,  the  BIA 


(Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  under  the  U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior) 
Kearns  Canyon  Office  went  a step  further  and  delivered  5-day  impoundment 
notices  to  residents  with  more  livestock  than  their  permits  allow.  The 
BIA  later  indicated  that  impoundments  will  not  take  place  in  the  near 
future,  though  the  notices  are  good  for  one  year. 

Kim  Secakuku  of  the  Hopi  Tribe  explains  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  has  agreed 
not  to  impound  livestock  of  Dineh  HPL  residents  who  signed 
Accommodation  Agreements  until  assessments  are  made  and  new  permits  are 
issued  to  lease-holders.  However,  unmarked  livestock  or  livestock  that 
are  illegally  trespassing  may  be  picked  up.  She  says  that  the  Hopi 
Tribe  has  sent  several  letters  to  the  BIA  requesting  that  they  not 
proceed  with  impoundments. 

The  reason  for  the  impoundment  notices,  explains  Kearns  Canyon  BIA  Hopi 
Agency  official  Davis  F.  Pecusa,  is  that  they  are  part  of  the  BlA's 
standard  procedure  for  enforcement  of  permit  regulations,  and  thus  far 
the  BIA  has  no  instructions  to  the  contrary. 

The  Hopi  Tribe  is  taking  inventory  of  all  livestock  on  the  Hopi 
Reservation,  says  Chief  Hopi  Ranger  Keith  Secakuku.  He  says  Hopi 
Rangers  is  assisting  the  Hopi  Tribe's  Range  Management  Office  in  taking 
inventories  of  Hopi  people's  livestock  because  "lots  of  these  areas  are 
overgrazed."  The  Hopi  Tribe  asked  the  BIA  Kearns  Canyon  office  to  take 
inventory  of  livestock  on  HPL  ranges  because  the  BIA  still  holds 
jurisdiction  in  those  area. 

The  understanding  between  the  Hopi  Tribe  and  the  Dineh  HPL  families 
who  signed  leases  not  to  conduct  impoundments  for  an  interim  period  is 
an  agreement  only  between  those  two  groups  and  does  not  include  the 
BIA.  3We  have  nothing  to  do  with  that  agreement,"  says  BIA  Kearns 
Canyon  Superintendent  Robert  Carolin.  -"That  agreement  is  between  the 
Hopi  Tribe  and  the  Navajo  families." 

However,  the  Hopi  Tribe  made  this  guarantee  to  the  majority  of  Dineh 
HPL  residents  while  the  BIA,  not  the  Hopi  Tribe,  still  holds 
jurisdiction  in  areas  where  Navajos  hold  grazing  permits.  The 
Accommodation  Agreements  are  not  final  until  the  federal  government 
approves  them.  Archaeological  and  other  surveys  are  currently  being 
conducted  to  ensure  that  the  Accommodation  Agreements  are  in  compliance 
with  federal  laws,  such  as  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act, 
before  they  are  federally  approved.  Jurisdiction  over  range  units  on 
HPL  where  Dineh  people  hold  permits  will  change  hands  from  the  BIA  to 
the  Hopi  Tribe  after  the  Agreements  are  federally  approved,  despite 
pleas  from  some  Dineh  HPL  elders  who  claim  ancestral  sovereign  rights 
there . 

BIA  Superintendent  Robert  Carolin  explains  that  the  BIA  agency  is 
under  a court  order  resulting  from  the  1974  Relocation  Act  to  reduce 
the  number  of  livestock  on  HPL  in  cases  where  permit  limits  are  being 
exceeded.  Though  many  impoundment  notices  have  gone  into  effect,  he 
says  that  no  impoundments  have  taken  place  recently.  Carolin  also  says 
that  livestock  inventories  occur  periodically,  and  the  residents  are 
notified  beforehand  to  round  up  their  animals  for  the  count.  Five  day 
notices  are  issued  regularly  and  impoundments  take  place  several  days 
every  week.  He  adds  that  the  vast  majority  of  Dineh  HPL  residents  am  in 
compliance  with  grazing  permits. 

Carolin  stresses  that  most  impoundments  are  of  stray  animals  belonging 
to  Navajos  who  live  outside  the  HPL.  He  takes  seriously  his 
responsibility  to  guarantee  that  the  permit-holders  will  have  adequate 
feed  for  their  animals. 

Robbie  Honani,  Director  of  the  Hopi  Tribe's  Range  Management  Office, 
explains  that  the  Hopi  Tribe  was  conducting  the  livestock  survey  to 
determine  if  people  were  exceeding  their  grazing  permits  limits.  Hopi 
Chairman  Secakuku  had  no  intention  of  impounding  livestock  of  Navajo 
lease-holders  during  the  waiting  period  until  the  Accommodation 
Agreements  are  final  and  until  new  grazing  permits  are  issued.  The 
BIA,  on  their  own  initiative  delivered  the  5-day  notices. 

Due  to  a several  years'  drought,  there  is  a likelihood  that  there  will 
be  decreases  in  Hopi  and  Navajo  livestock  permits  on  Hopi  lands,  Honani 
says.  The  carrying  capacity  for  range  units  on  the  Hopi  Reservation 


has  decreased  50-80%.  Moenkopi  is  the  only  range  unit  that  has  not  yet 
been  surveyed. 

Katherine  Hazard,  U.S.  Dustice  Department  Attorney  for  the  Manybeads 
lawsuit,  says  that  families  seem  to  understand  that  the  BIA's 
impoundment  notices  were  standard  procedure  and  that  the  initial  panic 
has  subsided.  One  concern  she  has  is  that  the  inventories  are  showing 
that  Dineh  people  have  been  bringing  new  livestock  into  their  grazing 
areas.  Hazard  says  that  the  organization  representing  the  Dineh  HPL 
families  is  working  with  Navajo  Nation  officials  on  a grazing 
allocation  proposal  to  submit  to  the  Hopi  Tribe  in  mid-September.  She 
says  that  the  Dineh  HPL  families  are  willing  to  work  the  Hopi  Tribe  on 
livestock  rotations  and  range  recovery  since  the  recent  drought. 

Hazard  is  hoping  that  more  of  the  residents  will  participate  in 
developing  the  allocation  plan  to  ensure  that  their  needs  are 
considered . 

Pecusa  of  the  BIA  Hopi  Agency  reinforced  that  jurisdiction  and 
responsibility  for  HPL  range  units  for  Navajo  livestock  permit-holders 
is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  BIA.  To  meet  their  own  agency 
regulations,  the  BIA's  standard  procedures  are  to  keep  permit-holders 
in  compliance  with  the  permit  requirements.  Until  the  agency's 
regulations  change,  the  standard  procedures  are  still  in  effect. 

Long-time  resistance  supporter  Arlene  Hamilton  of  California  says  she 
was  receiving  phone  calls  from  Dineh  residents  on  the  HPL  who  panicked 
because  the  BIA  Hopi  Agency  officials  were  coming  to  their  homes  with 
impoundment  trailers  and  delivering  the  5 day  impoundment  notices. 

Carolin  acknowledges  that  because  of  the  land  dispute,  Dineh  HPL 
residents  and  their  supporters  are  critical  of  the  activities  of  the 
BIA  on  the  HPL.  "Every  time  we  do  anything,  they  say  this  is  another 
form  of  harassment,"  he  says.  About  such  allegations,  he  says,  "I 
don't  pay  much  attention  to  that.  I'm  sorry  but  that's  just 
propaganda . " 

Hamilton  says  she  requested  that  BIA  Kearns  Canyon  Director  Robert 
Carolin  keep  the  Dineh  elders'  physical  and  emotional  well-being  the 
priority.  She  points  out  that  the  sheep  are  part  of  the  Dineh  culture 
and  religious  life,  and  provide  the  wool  for  the  ancient  Dineh  art  of 
rug-weaving. 

Carolin  explains  that  the  federal  government  has  always  been  the 
governing  body  that  carried  out  livestock  permitting  on  the  HPL.  After 
Congress  passed  the  Relocation  Act  of  1974  partitioning  the  area  to  the 
Hopi  Tribe,  he  says  the  Hopi  Tribe  sent  branding  inspectors  to  enforce 
grazing  regulations  there.  In  1982,  the  Navajo  Nation  won  an 
injunction  that  affirmed  the  BIA  as  the  neutral  party  that  would  be  the 
sole  grazing  permit  enforcer  on  the  HPL. 

That  injunction  is  still  in  effect  and  after  the  federal  approves  the 
Accommodation  Agreements,  the  Hopi  Tribe  will  petition  the  Arizona 
Federal  District  Court  to  have  the  injunction  removed.  Carolin  says 
that  the  BIA  will  support  the  Hopi  Tribe's  request.  Dineh  people  who 
signed  Accommodation  Agreements  have  accepted  Hopi  jurisdiction  and 
agreed  to  live  by  Hopi  lawscwhich  include  the  Hopi  grazing  ordinance. 
Carolin  emphasizes  that  Dineh  HPL  lease  signers  have  entered  into  a 
three-year  trial  period  during  which  they  can  still  decide  to 
relocate . 

The  current  HPL  grazing  regulations  have  been  in  effect  since  1983, 
says  Carolin,  and  they  are  specific  to  this  unique  situation. 

According  to  the  Relocation  Act  of  1994,  the  Hopi  Partition  Land 
belongs  to  the  Hopi  Tribe,  and  all  Dineh  residents  still  residing  on 
HPL  are  awaiting  relocation.  Therefore,  the  HPL  grazing  permits  differ 
from  other  general  federal  grazing  regulations  in  that  they  are  not 
transferable,  there  are  a limited  number  available,  and  there  was  a 
maximum  of  10  sheep  units  allocated  to  each  family  member  who  was 
recorded  in  the  enumeration  at  that  time.  Since  1983,  Carolin  says,  no 
permits  limits  have  been  increased  < some  have  been  decreased,  but  most 
have  stayed  constant. 

Non-signers  of  the  Accommodation  Agreement  have  not  conceded  to  Hopi 
jurisdiction,  says  Carolin,  so  they  will  remain  under  BIA  jurisdiction 


even  after  the  Accommodation  Agreements  are  final.  From  the  BlA's 
perspective,  the  non-signers  are  awaiting  relocation.  The  BIA  will 
continue  to  enforce  the  current  grazing  regulations  for  non-signers 
until  the  year  2000. 

If  the  Hopi  Tribe  issues  new  grazing  permits  to  Dineh  HPL  residents 
who  signed  Accommodation  Agreements  before  the  Agreements  are  approved 
by  the  federal  government  and  jurisdiction  is  transferred  to  the  Hopi 
Tribe,  then  the  BIA  will  be  asked  to  enforce  the  new  permit  regulations 
for  lease-holders. 

For  now,  Carolin  says,  nothing  has  changed.  The  BIA  treats  all  HPL 
lease-holders  and  nonsigners  the  same.  As  this  chapter  passes,  the 
Kearns  Canyon  BIA  Hopi  Agency  will  continue  to  meet  their 
responsibilities  pertaining  to  the  BIA  schools,  roads  and  law 
enforcement  issues. 
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HPL  relocation  update 
By  W.  R.  Young 
THE  OBSERVER 

Since  the  March  31  deadline  for  Dineh  HPL  (Hopi  Partition  Land) 
residents  to  sign  Accommodation  Agreements  with  the  Hopi  Tribe,  about 
twenty  individuals  have  begun  the  relocation  application  process  and  an 
additional  eight  to  ten  who  were  already  certified  have  chosen  to 
proceed  with  relocation. 

Of  thirteen  homesites  where  no  eligible  residents  signed  Accommodation 
Agreements,  thirty-  eight  individuals  are  recognized  residents  who  may 
be  eligible  for  relocation  and  seven  of  those  families  have  indicated 
that  they  intend  to  relocate.  Six  of  those  seven  families  had  already 
attained  certification  for  relocation  and  one  has  recently  begun  the 
application  process.  There  are  six  homesites  on  the  HPL  which  did  not 
sign  an  Accommodation  Agreement  and  do  not  intend  to  relocate. 

Of  all  HPL  homesites  visited  before  the  March  31  deadline,  the  U.S. 
Justice  Department  turned  over  a list  of  eight  to  ten  already  certified 
families  who  intended  to  relocate  to  the  Office  of  Navajo  Hopi  Indian 
Relocation  (ONHIR) . ONHIR  representatives  visited  those  people  during 
the  month  of  Dune  because  they  had  requested  that  they  be  contacted  in 
order  to  continue  the  relocation  process,  says  ONHIR  Deputy  Executive 
Director  Mike  McAlister. 

Four  teams  of  two  counselors  from  the  ONHIR  staff  began  visiting  the 
84  homesites  with  HPL  lease  agreements  this  Duly.  Of  those  homesites,  a 
total  of  318  eligible  residents  signed  Accommodation  Agreements.  The 
ONHIR  teams  have  been  informing  the  residents  at  those  homesites  that 
they  have  three  years  from  the  day  they  signed  the  Accommodation 
Agreement  to  accept  relocation  benefits  if  they  so  choose.  Out  of  35 
legal  multiple-family  homesites  visited  so  far,  the  ONHIR  teams  have 
received  about  20  new  relocation  applications  from  individuals, 

McAlister  says. 

Families  visited  by  ONHIR  should  be  aware  that  any  information  given 
to  the  counselors  could  be  used  to  determine  whether  they  will  denied 
or  granted  relocation  benefits.  Director  of  Navajo  Hopi  Legal  Services 
(NHLS)  David  Womochil  says,  "We  would  like  anyone  with  questions  to 
come  to  our  office.  That's  what  we're  here  for."  He  says  that  NHLS  can 
answer  questions  and  act  as  a legal  representative  for  those  families 
who  want  to  relocate.  If  a family  decides  to  relocate  and  NHLS 
represents  them,  then  ONHIR  does  the  paperwork  for  that  family's  case 
through  the  legal  office.  NHLS,  which  is  funded  by  the  Navajo  Nation's 
Department  of  Justice'  has  offices  in  Tuba  City  and  Flagstaff.  The 
seven-person  staff  can  provide  legal  assistance  on  relocation,  grazing, 
and  other  related  issues  to  anyone  affected  by  the  Relocation  Act. 


Those  who  signed  Accommodation  Agreements  and  are  now  opting  to 
relocate  must  relinquish  their  current  lease  with  the  Hopi  Tribe  in 
order  to  continue  the  relocation  process.  The  first  step  of  the 
relocation  process  is  selecting  a new  homesite,  which  can  be  anywhere 
in  the  United  States.  After  filling  out  the  form,  relinquishment  of  the 
Accommodation  Agreement  does  not  go  into  effect  until  the  relocation 
house  is  built.  According  to  McAlister , some  people  have  already 
received  approval  but  have  not  relocated  yet. 

McAlister  explains  that  ONHIR  has  not  begun  contacting  the  non-signers 
of  the  Accommodation  Agreements  who  plan  to  continue  residency  on  HPL 
since  the  US  Department  of  Justice  has  requested  that  they  maintain  a 
low  level  of  activity  there.  Katherine  Hazard,  U.S.  Justice  Department 
Attorney  for  the  Manybeads  lawsuit,  explains  that  the  priority  right 
now  is  to  continue  working  with  the  Dineh  residents  of  HPL  who  signed 
lease  agreements  to  establish  homesites  and  farming  areas  and  to 
allocate  grazing  permits. 

ONHIR  will  eventually  deliver  90-day  "notices  to  vacate"  to  Dineh 
residents  of  the  HPL  who  did  not  sign  a lease  agreement  with  the'  Hopi 
Tribe,  though  McAlister  says,  "We  have  not  even  planned  for  the  notices 
to  vacate  yet."  It  has  not  been  decided  whether  ONHIR  must  first  prove 
that  they  have  the  funds  to  build  homes  for  those  people,  or  that  they 
already  have  the  houses  built  in  New  Lands.  One  concern  is  that  if 
ONHIR  already  has  homes  built  for  those  people  when  they  deliver  the 
notices  and  those  people  decide  to  move  elsewhere,  then  the  homes  may 
never  be  used. 

After  the  procedures  have  been  determined  and  the  notices  have  been 
delivered,  HPL  residents  without  leases  will  have  90  days  to  begin  the 
relocation  process.  If  they  refuse,  an  eviction,  with  a court  order, 
could  take  place.  The  local  law  enforcement  agency  under  that  court 
would  be  responsible  for  the  eviction.  "Hopefully,  everybody  decides  to 
either  sign  the  Accommodation  Agreement  or  take  relocation  benefits  if 
they're  eligible,"  McAlister  says. 

Not  all  HPL  residents  are  eligible  for  relocation  benefits  under 
federal  law.  When  Congress  passed  the  Relocation  Act  in  1974,  it 
established  pre-requisites  for  relocation,  HPL  residency  and  a head-of 
household  status  (over  18  or  self-supporting  with  a family)  before 
relocating  from  the  HPL.  During  the  first  ten  years  of  relocation,  the 
requirements  did  not  differentiate  between  physical  or  legal  residency. 
By  1986,  over  1,200  families,  each  averaging  four  or  five  people,  had 
relocated  from  the  HPL. 

Because  more  people  were  relocating  than  anticipated  and  thus  were 
creating  a greater  expense  for  the  federal  government.  Congress 
instructed  the  Relocation  Commission  to  stop  accepting  relocation 
applications  in  1985.  A court  ruled  that  the  cut-off  date  for 
relocation  applications  would  be  in  July  of  1986.  For  a person  to  be 
eligible  for  benefits  after  1986,  they  must  have  been  a full-time 
resident  of  the  HPL  since  that  time  and  a head-of -household  before  the 
1986  deadline. 

In  1996,  Senator  McCain's  staff  requested  a five-year  phase"  out  plan 
for  ONHIR,  suggesting  that  all  relocation  be  completed  in  the  following 
five  years.  A public  hearing  was  held  in  Washington  DC  in  September  of 
1996,  but  the  issue  did  not  reach  the  Congress  floor  for  a vote  before 
the  end  of  the  session.  Any  legislative  plan  to  shut  down  ONHIR  will 
have  to  be  re-  introduced  in  the  next  session  of  Congress.  The 
alternative  to  legislative  closure  would  be  for  Congress  to  end 
funding. 

How  many  signed  Accommodation  Agreements? 

According  to  the  1992  enumeration  taken  on  the  HPL  by  the  Navajo 
Nation's  Navajo  Hopi  and  Commission,  there  were  112  full-time  homesites 
and  36  part-time  homesites  on  the  HPL,  made  up  of  570  families.  Six 
hundred  and  fifteen  individual  adults  and  children  were  recognized  as 
full  time  residents  and  an  additional  1,012  individuals  were  considered 
part-time  residents.  Technically,  all  full-  and  part-time  residents 
from  full-time  homesites  were  considered  eligible  to  sign  an 


Accommodation  Agreement,  as  were  those  persons'  children  and 
descendants  and  their  spouses.  Some  of  those  people  were  no  longer 
considered  eligible  because  they  had  since  moved  away  or  for  reasons 
outside  of  the  legal  parameters  for  maintaining  legal  residency.  Three 
hundred  and  eighteen  individuals  signed  Accommodation  Agreements. 

The  Hopi  Tribe  added  13  homesites  of  people  who  were  previously 
considered  part-time  HPL  residents  to  the  original  112  full-time 
homesites,  making  the  number  of  recognized  HPL  homesites  climb  to  125. 
One  of  those  125  homesites  was  abandoned,  leaving  124  recognized  HPL 
homesites.  Since  1992,  27  families  relocated  and  3 more  eligible  people 
died,  dropping  the  number  of  recognized  homesites  to  94.  The  Hopi  Tribe 
recently  moved  3 more  people  to  the  full-  time  residency  list  making 
the  total  number  of  eligible  homesites  97.  Of  those  97  recognized  HPL 
homesites,  84  homesites  signed  lease  agreements  and  13  did  not.  At 
least  20  families  on  the  84  homesites  with  leases  and  7 of  the  13 
without  HPL  leases  have  indicated  intent  to  relocate. 

Now  many  have  relocated? 

According  to  ONHIR's  basic  statistics  report  at  the  end  of  July,  there 
have  been  3,430  total  certified  applicants  and  1,500  denied  applicants. 

A total  of  2,877  new  homes  have  been  acquired  through  the  federal 
relocation  program.  2,781  of  those  families  who  completed  the 
relocation  process  were  Navajos  from  the  HPL.  Twenty  five  of  those  new 
homes  were  for  Hopi  families  who  relocated  from  the  NPL  (Navajo 
Partition  Land),  though  27  had  been  certified. 

In  1980,  Congress  included  relocation  benefits  for  Navajos  residing  in 
District  6,  an  area  outside  of  the  former  Joint  Use  Area  (HPL  and  NPL) 
which  had  already  been  considered  exclusively  Hopi  Reservation. 
Seventy-one  Navajo  families  from  District  6 relocated. 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list 
of  Big  Mountain  relocation  resistance  information 
(not  discussion  or  debate).  To  unsubscribe,  email 
redorman@plix.com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the  subject 
header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist 
internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www. plix. com/~u sers/redorman /index. htm 

"RE:  Begay  Letter"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Sep  1997  17:35:46  -0800 
From:  redorman@plix.com  (Dorman,  Robert  E.) 

Sub j : BIGMTLIST-  Begay  Letter 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

I just  received  the  following  letter  from  William  Begay  (Jr.?  -- 
signature  was  not  too  clear): 

To  the  supporters  of  Big  Mountain  Dine': 

Today  we  just  want  to  let  you  know  that  we  are  another  organization. 

We  are  not  a part  of  Dineh  Alliance  or  SDN.  We  supported  them  as 
they  worked  with  you.  As  supporters,  your  help  was  needed.  We,  the 
family  and  the  people  who  we  work  with,  just  kept  out  of  the 
politics,  to  not  interfere  with  the  work  they  were  doing,  hoping  we 
could  get  help  too.  They  all  helped  us  in  their  own  ways.  From  all 
the  papers  we  have  signed  for  them,  as  they  were  our  voices,  it  all 
sure  sounded  good.  Today,  when  the  reality  came  for  us  to  see,  our 
spokespeople  moved  off  the  land  to  work  or  go  to  school  or  just  live. 

Now  we  are  alone  in  the  politics,  left  without  the  help  we  need. 

The  whole  HPL  people  have  been  divided  and  some  have  been  conquered 
by  signing  the  Accommodation  Agreement  Lease.  We  still  hear  that 
they  are  not  happy  with  the  decision  they  made;  we  just  have  to  put 
up  with  the  consequences  of  the  decision  they  made.  Its  hard,  since 
we  non-signers  have  to  live  with  some  families  that  ave  given  up  to 


the  oppressors,  like  letting  their  livestock  be  counted.  So  the  Hopi 
rangers  and  enforcers  come  around  all  the  time  to  try  to  push  their 
laws  on  us,  since  those  other  families  signed.  The  Hopi  try  to  treat 
us  all  as  signers.  Now  all  the  signers  can  do  is  to  reduce  their 
livestock  according  to  Hopi  plans  and  laws,  30-60%.  We  think  that 
this  will  affect  us  non-signers,  too. 

The  signers  are  working  with  Mr.  Lee  Phillips,  their  attorney  hired  by 
the  Navajo  Nation  Dustice  Dept.,  and  they  are  trying  to  continue  to 
negotiate  with  the  Hopi  Tribal  Council.  Working  with  Mr.  Phillips, 

Betty  Tso  just  got  $95,000  to  get  an  office  going  in  Kykotsmovi, 
called  the  "People  Who  Speak  for  Themselves",  in  order  o represent 
the  concerns  of  the  signers.  Now,  we've  been  told  by  the  Navajo  Land 
Commission  that  her  plan  might  not  work,  because  some  of  the  people 
who  signed  the  lease  have  just  started  to  follow  another  group  lead 
by  the  lawyer,  Mr.  Dan  Iserael.  He  w ts  to  make  the  lease  better  and 
assumes  that  once  he  fixes  it,  the  non-signers  will  sign  the  improved 
Accommodation  Agreement  Lease.  He  says  then,  that  "all  the  parties 
will  be  happy."  But,  we  don't  intend  to  sign  any  lease. 

Mr.  Ellison  told  us  he  can  help  us  in  the  court  of  appeals  in  San 
Francisco,  on  the  Manybeads  lawsuit.  We  asked  him  to  be  our  lawyer 
beyond  this  appeal  to  help  us  with  other  fearful  developments  that 
could  possible  come  out  of  the  Relocation  Act  and  the  Settlement  Act 
(forced  removal) . The  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission  h offered  some 
money  to  help  all  the  HPL  residents  with  legal  representation . As 
'non-signers',  we  have  some  fear  that  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land  Commission 
put  Mr.  Malone  with  Mr.  Ellison,  as  attorney  to  represent  us  in  the 
court  of  appeals  as  well  as  beyond  t t point.  Most  of  us  feel  that 
we  are  going  to  fall  in  a similar  trap  with  the  people  who  signed 
their  rights  away,  because  we  don't  trust  Mr.  Malone  since  he  told 
some  of  the  'non-signers'  to  sign  the  A. A.  Lease  before  the  deadline 
day.  We  still  trust  M Ellison  as  our  lawyer,  however. 

Now  the  time  has  come  to  stand  up  with  the  people  who  have  not  signed 
the  oppressive  paper  that  tells  the  signers  that  they  have  to  live 
within  another  group's  beliefs  and  jurisdiction. 

We,  the  families  who  will  not  sign  any  lease,  are  working  with  Mr.  Doe 
Washington,  attorney  from  Flagstaff  AZ  at  the  tribal  level  in  the 
Navajo  and  Hopi  law  system.  And  we  are  working  with  Ms.  Elizabeth 
Walker,  attorney  from  VA.  She  is  our  voice  in  the  lawmaker  system. 

We  need  your  help  with  some  money  to  pay  for  our  costs  to  do  this  legal 
work.  We  have  various  needs  for  those  of  you  who  are  willing  to  help 
the  elders  that  will  not  sign  any  lease  for  a 3 acre  lot  over  75 
years.  Where  do  the  children  go  to  pray  and  live?  The  life  ways  of 
our  elders  may  vanish  with  those  others  who  gave  up  y relocating  to  a 
foreign  way  of  life  and  disappeared. 

We  need  your  help  and  support  to  deal  with  the  U.S.  Government,  the  Hopi 
Government,  and  Navajo  Government.  Thank  you  for  understanding  the 
truth,  opening  your  minds  to  our  cries  for  your  help,  and  your 
willingness  to  keep  on  supporting  the  elders  still  residing  on  HPL. 

This  final  update  note  is  for  clarification  purposes,  due  to  recent 
events.  Please  understand  that  Roberta  Blackgoat,  Kee  Watchman,  and 
Lawrence  Altsisi  speak  only  for  themselves,  not  for  us,  this  group  of 
elders  and  their  families  still  resisting  forced  location.  We  are 
the  families  who  were  eligible  to  sign  the  accommodation  agreement 
land  lease,  but  refused  to  sign  away  our  land  religious  freedoms.  We 
are  the  ones  in  danger  of  immediate  forced  removal.  We  will  not  be 
removed.  We  have  come  together  find  a lawyer  to  speak  for  us.  Only 
our  lawyer  and  our  chosen  representative,  William  Begay  Dr.  Can  speak 
for  us.  We  are:  Kee  Zee  & Alice  Begay,  Dohnny  Begay,  Pauline 
Whitesinger,  Doella  Ashike,  Ruby  & Colleen  Biakeddy,  Sarah  & Willie 
Begay,  Irene  Yazi  Mae  Whitehair,  Laverne  & Darrell  Shorty,  William 
Begay,  Dr. 

csigned  William  Begay  Dr> 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list 


of  Big  Mountain  relocation  resistance  information 
(not  discussion  or  debate).  To  unsubscribe,  email 
redorman(3plix.  com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the  subject 
header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist 
internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http: //www. plix. com/~u sers/redorman /index. htm 

"RE : Finds  Alter  View  of  Native  America"  

From:  FirehairSS@aol . com 

Date:  Mon,  22  Sep  1997  10:10:33  -0400  (EDT) 

Sub j : PreHistory,  Finds  Alter  views  of  Nat  Am 

UUCP  email 

Now  no  one  really  knows  how  long  it  took  the  natives  to  build  the  mounds 
If  I remember  correctly  one  of  them  was  a coiled  snake  that  went  for 
over  a thousand  miles  ....remember  stories  of  it  from  when  I was  a kid 
and  indian  followed  it  and  told  about  it  and  collected  stories  on  it  from 
thousands  of  years  ago  ...but  those  stories  are  gone  now  and  I was  to 
young  to  remember  to  much  of  them  .... 

We  should  all  collect  our  stories  and  share  them  In  those  stories 

there  is  a lot  of  things  we  do  need  to  know. . . .the  oldest  ones  tell  how 
to  live  in  certain  areas  safely  ...and  its  how  you  decipher  them  (thats 
the  trick  to  it  ) its  like  an  ancient  code  handed  down... 

Katie 

FINDS  ALTER  VIEW  OF  AMERICAN  INDIAN  PREHISTORY 
BY  DICK  STANLY 

They  built  a circle  of  11  large  earthen  mounds  on  a bluff  overlooking  the 
Arkansas  River.  One  was  conical;  the  others  had  flat  tops.  Some  were  as 
tall  as  two-story  buildings,  and  all  were  connected  by  earthen  ridges.  For 
many  years,  these  unidentified  American  Indians  returned  to  the  site  each 
spring  and  camped  there  until  fall.  They  moved  soil  and  gravel  to  improve 
the  mounds,  made  spear  points  from  the  gravel,  fished,  hunted  and  gathered 
edible  plants.  When  the  mounds  were  finally  completed,  their  architects 
apparently  left  the  area  for  good. 

Now  a multidisciplinary  team  of  scientists,  including  one  from  Texas  A&M 
University,  has  gathered  evidence  that  the  mysterious  egg-shaped  complex 
on  23  acres  in  a dense  wood  in  northeastern  Louisiana  is  North  America's 
oldest  surviving  human  creation-  between  5,000  and  5,400  years  old.  The 
discovery  challenges  a traditional  view  that  small,  wandering  bands  of 
hunter-gatherers  predominated  at  the  time.  Building  such  monuments 
required  sophisticated  leadership  and  abundant  food  to  sustain  the  hard 
labor  required. 

"It's  rare  that  archaeologist  ever  find  something  that  so  totally  changes 
our  pictures  of  what  happened  in  the  past,  as  is  true  for  this  case," 

Vinca  Steponaitis,  president  of  the  Society  for  American  Archeology,  told 
the  journal  Science,  which  reports  the  discovery  in  today's  issue. 

Thousands  of  similar  mounds  dotted  the  eastern  half  of  the  United  States 
for  thousands  of  years  before  Europeans  arrived.  Their  varying  shapes, 
from  cones  to  quadrangles  and  to  writhing  serpents,  apparently  had 
religious  or  domestic  meaning.  Thomas  Jefferson  conducted  the  first 
scientific  excavation  of  one.  Watson  Break,  as  the  new  mound  complex  is 
called,  supersedes  the  previous  oldest  one  at  Poverty  Point,  La.  by 
almost  2,000  years.  Poverty  Point  monuments  are  believed  to  have  been 
built  by  a long-forgotten  trading  culture. 

"Poverty  point  was  famous  for  its  trade,  said  Joe  Sounders,  Watson 
Break's  team  leader.  "We  have  no  hints  of  trade  here  at  all."  A former 
assistant  professor  at  Texas  A&M,  Sounders  is  now  a research  archaeologist 
at  Northeast  Louisiana  University  at  Monroe,  about  15  miles  from  Watson 
Break.  Watson  Break  first  caught  modern  scientific  attention  in  1981,  when 
local  amateur  archaeologist  Reca  Jones  visited  the  land  after  a timber 
company  had  clean-cut  some  of  it. 

"Everyone  here  knew  about  the  big  mounds  "said  Jones,  a member  of 


Sounders'  team.  "After  the  clear-cut,  for  the  first  time  you  could  stand 
on  a mound  and  see  there  were  several  other  sites." 

In  1993,  with  money  from  the  National  Geographic  Society,  Sounders  used 
an  auger  to  take  the  first  core  of  soil  from  a mound,  he  discovered  that 
its  base  was  an  ancient  garbage  dump,  including  the  bones  of  fish  and 
animal  species  still  prevalent  in  the  area  from  spring  to  fall,  although 
the  Arkansas  River  long  ago  moved  elsewhere. 

Near  the  bottom  of  the  core.  Sounders  found  a reddish,  clay-enriched 
level  scientists  call  a soil  horizon.  Soil  horizons  from  over  thousands  of 
years  by  the  leaching  of  iron  and  clay  from  above. 

"It  takes  a pretty  old  mound  to  get  that  much  clay  movement,"  said 
Charles  Hallmark,  a Texas  A&M  soul  scientist  and  a member  of  Sounders' 
team.  Hallmark's  analysis  helped  show  that  the  mound's  soil  had  been  moved 
from  one  place  to  another. 

Radiocarbon  dates  on  charcoal  from  the  dump  and  the  remains  of 
vegetation  from  the  soil  horizon  show  that  construction  began  5,400  to  5, 
300  years  ago.  Similar  dates  were  found  by  several  new  methods,  including 
a technique,  called  thermoluminescence,  that  calculates  the  buildup  and 
age  of  electrons  in  crystalline  materials. 

The  dates  also  fit  the  antiquity  of  the  complex's  artifacts,  which 
include  double-notch  Evans  projectile  points  for  spears.  Found  in  East 
Texas.  Evans  points  are  older  than  the  Epps  or  Motley  points  found  in 
Poverty  point's  mounds.  Charred  seeds  found  at  Watson  Break  also  show 
something  new.  Although  they  show  no  signs  of  cultivation,  they  are  the 
wild  ancestor  of  leafy  plants  known  as  goosefoot  and  knotweed,  which  are 
believed  to  have  been  the  first  plants  used  in  agriculture  in  the  American 
Southeast  about  4,000  years  ago.  Much  of  the  mound  complex  remains  a 
puzzle,  and  only  the  northern  half  has  been  examined.  The  owners  of  the 
southern  half  sold  it  only  recently  to  a nonprofit  archeology  group. 
Sounders  is  hoping  Louisiana  will  by  all  of  it  for  a park.  "Right  now  we 
can't  show  a connection  with  the  Poverty  Point  culture,"  Sounders  said. 
"Maybe,  someday,  we'll  have  better  proof  of  some  sort  of  continuity." 

"RE : Ute  Tribe's  Resistance"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Sep  1997  16:49:07  -0700 
From:  abenaki@usa.net 

Sub j : please  support  the  Ute  Tribe's  resistance 
Mailing  List:  NAT-REL  <nat- rel@usa . net > 

Please  send  letters  of  support  to  the  address  at  the  bottom  of  this 
message. 

"This  scenario  is  happening  over  and  over  to  all  Indian  Nations  in  the 
United  States.  The  Indigenous  People  are  being  exterminated.  It  will 
not  stop  unless  America's  secrets  are  exposed  and  they  are  shamed  by 
the  rest  of  the  world." 

*******America ' s Hidden  Genocide******** 

Five  hundred  years  ago,  the  quest  began  to  exterminate  the  indigenous 
people  of  North  America.  This  genocide  of  the  Native  American  People 
continues  today.  The  United  States  Government  has  been  lying  to 
America  and  all  world  citizens.  They  keep  their  secrets  well  hidden 
with  the  help  of  the  American  press  by  falsifying  or  omitting  the 
facts . 

The  Native  American  People  continue  to  be  persecuted,  lied  to  and 
intimidated  as  they  were  in  the  past  . For  them,  the  'past'  never 
ended.  Every  treaty,  every  promise  made  by  the  "white  man"  has  been 
and  continues  to  be  broken.  The  horror  stories  of  our  generation  can 
rival  or  surpass  atrocities  committed  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

How  can  the  United  States--World  Police--point  the  finger  when  her  own 
soil  is  soaking  with  the  blood  of  Native  American  People? 

This  silent  genocide  took  another  step  forward  on  Sept.  8,  1997.  More 
lands  were  stolen  from  the  Ute  Indian  Tribe  located  in  the 
north-eastern  part  of  the  State  of  Utah.  This  was  done  by  the  State  of 


Utah  with  help  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  of  the  Land.  It  ends  a 20 
year  battle  by  the  Tribal  Members  to  hold  onto  what  was  "promised" 
them  in  the  1800 's. 

The  Tribe  has  spent  millions  of  dollars;  money  that  should  have  been 
for  the  good  of  the  People  of  the  Tribe,  but  had  to  be  spent  in 
defence  to  even  have  lands  on  which  to  live. 

Now  the  State  of  Utah  is  threatening  to  take  what  is  left  of  their 
land  unless  the  Ute  Tribe  bends  to  their  demands.  They  want  it  all. 

Why?  The  stretch  of  barren  lands  given  the  Tribe  in  1864  contains  oil. 
The  U.S.  doesn't  want  the  Sovereign  Ute  Nation  in  control  of 
operations.  The  State  of  Utah  and  those  "white"  towns  and  counties  on 
and  around  Indian  Land  want  the  money  and  the  control  at  any  cost. 

This  scenario  is  happening  over  and  over  to  all  Indian  Nations  in  the 
United  States.  The  Indigenous  People  are  being  exterminated.  It  will 
not  stop  unless  America's  secrets  are  exposed  and  they  are  shamed  by 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

Letters  need  to  be  sent,  en  masse,  demanding  these  violations  of  human 
rights  stop,  demanding  the  American  press  cease  in  the  cover  up. 
Demanding  the  US  live  up  to  the  "standards"  it  has  imposed  on  the  rest 
of  the  world.  Demanding  the  lands  promised  be  returned  to  the  Ute 
Tribe . 

Letters  supporting  the  Tribe  in  their  boycott  of  the  cruel  "white" 
town  of  Roosevelt,  located  on  what  WAS  Ute  Reservation  lands.  Letters 
shaming  local  and  state  leaders:  Brad  Hancock  of  Roosevelt  City,  Rep. 
lack  Seitz  of  Uinta  county.  Rep.  Beverly  Evans  of  Duschane  county,  and 
Utah  State  Gov.  Mike  Leavitt.  - And  U.S.  Sen.  Orrin  Hatch  of  Utah,  who 
also  happens  to  be  a member  of  the  U.S.  "Indian  Affairs  Committee", 
the  leaders  of  this  continuing  Genocide,  created  under  the  guise  of 
deciding  "what  is  best  for  the  Native  Americans"  . It  hasn't  happen 
once. 

UTAH  - SITE  OF  THE  2002  WINTER  OLYMPICS  LET  THEM  KNOW  THE  WORLD  IS 
WATCHING! ! ! ! ! 

****Please  read  the  following  letter  from  one  who  knows***** 

Sub j : Ute  Reservation  Date:  97-09-19  14:26:21  EDT  From:  Susqueh 

It  is  with  a downtrodden  heart  that  I write  this.  I am  of  Lenape 
descent  and  have  seen  62  winters  go  by.  I have  seen  various  states 
move  "Indian  Reservations"  off  their  land  unto  another  state  thereby 
"getting  rid  of"  indigenous  people  in  their  locality  and  also 
utilizing  the  land  for  the  benefit  of  the  state  rather  than  for  the 
benefit  of  the  People  whose  land  it  was  originally. 

During  the  past  years  I have  hoped  (no  dreamed)  that  the  circle  would 
begin  to  heal  as  in  Black  Elk's  vision.  With  education  and  the 
acknowledgement  of  the  civil  rights  of  Native  Americans  I naively 
thought  that  the  "greed"  of  the  white  man  would  be  subdued,  if  not 
buried  in  his  past.  But,  unfortunately,  it  seems  that  the  Government 
of  and  by  the  White  Men  has  not  changed  from  the  1700s,  1800s,  and 
1900s.  The  "give  ME,  give  ME"  and  "I  WANT,  I WANT"  attitude  still 
prevails . 

The  little  land  which  is  owned  by  some  of  the  Nations  is  precious  to 
us,  even  if  it  is  uninhabitable  to  most  of  the  descendants  of  the 
European  immigration  of  the  1500s  and  1600s.  Let  us,  please,  keep  what 
is  left  of  the  land  of  our  Mother,  the  Earth.  We  have  never  harmed  the 
land,  we  have  never  polluted  the  land,  or  abused  the  land.  Please,  let 
us  live  in  Peace. 

Doris  RiverBird  Woman  Turtle  Clan  Eastern  Lenape  Nation  of  PA 
Please,  send  your  letters  of  support  to:  dontstel@aol.com  They  will  be 
passed  on  to  all  who  need  them. 

— "RE:  To  Die  in  Order  to  Live"  

Date:  7:25  AM  Sep  16,  1997 

From:  moonlight 

Sub j : To  Die  in  Order  to  Live 


Newsgroup:  igc. indig. info 


TO  DIE  IN  ORDER  TO  LIVE 
by 

Cecilia  Rodriguez 

"Because  we  indigenous  peoples  have  always  been  excluded,  marginalized, 
and  forgotten,  outside  of  constitutional  laws,  outside  of  political, 
economic,  and  social  plans  of  a nation;  because  we  are  indigenous  we  do 
not  have  the  right  to  life,  to  land,  to  health,  to  education,  we  do  not 
have  the  right  to  liberty,  nor  to  decide  and  direct  our  own  destiny. 
Brothers  of  all  ethnic  groups  and  all  languages  who  live  in  our  nation; 
all  these  great  injustices  of  discrimination,  of  humiliation  and  of  being 
slaves  in  our  own  land  so  that  we  work  harder  than  do  animals  because  we 
are  indigenous,  and  without  being  able  to  raise  our  voice  before  the 
bosses  because  we  are  considered  inferior  beings,  were  sufficient  reason 
for  our  armed  uprising  on  the  first  of  January  of  1994,  because  we  had 
no  other  path."  EZLN  Communique'  to  the  National  Indigenous  Congress, 
September  15,  1997 

"Alfredo"  is  a Tojolabal  Indian  who  hails  from  the  municipality  of  Las 
Margaritas,  Chiapas.  He  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  EZLN  delegation  who 
is  now  participating  in  the  organizing  activities  of  both  the  Zapatista 
Front  of  National  Liberation  and  the  National  Indigenous  Congress. 

In  the  life  of  Alfredo  it  is  possible  to  see  the  backbone  of  the  EZLN. 
Alfredo  became  a member  in  1988,  but  only  after  struggling  around  the 
issues  of  land  and  against  the  discrimination  suffered  by  his  community. 

For  seven  years  he  prepared  himself,  and  struggled,  moved  silently  from 
one  community  to  another,  hid  and  planned,  held  in  suspense  for  the 
inevitable.  This  was  the  nature  of  his  life  until  February  10th  of  1995 
during  the  military  invasion  sanctioned  by  Zedillo  in  order  to  serve 
warrants  on  the  leadership  of  the  EZLN.  Alfredo  was  on  his  way  to  Las 
Margaritas,  but  he  never  arrived. 

Members  of  the  Army  detained  him.  They  covered  his  face,  they  insulted 
him,  they  took  him  to  a river,  although  he  does  not  remember  which  one. 

They  forced  him  to  strip  naked  and  slipped  him  into  a sack.  From  there 
they  took  him  to  another  place,  which  he  later  learned  was  the  24th 
Cavalry  Regiment  in  Comitan.  Without  giving  any  reasons,  the  military  hung 
"Alfredo"  from  his  hands.  They  gave  him  electrical  shocks  in  the  most 
sensitive  parts  of  his  body.  But  they  were  unsuccessful  in  forcing  any 
kind  of  confession  or  information  from  him. 

During  the  torture  they  also  dunked  his  head  several  times  in  a well  of 
water  and  held  him  there  until  he  almost  lost  consciousness.  They  cut  his 
body  with  knives  and  it  still  carries  the  scars  of  his  thwarted  confession. 
He  would  still  say  nothing. 

Bothered  by  his  obstinacy,  the  soldiers  transported  him  to  the  7th 
region  which  is  in  Tuxtla  Gutierrez.  They  jailed  him  in  a dark  room, 
where  he  could  hear  the  screams  of  other  farmers  who  were  being  tortured. 
Alfredo  does  not  remember  how  many  soldiers  there  were  when  they  threw  him 
onto  a helicopter,  sometime  later.  In  the  air,  they  threatened  him.  He 
was  to  give  up  the  name  of  the  leaders  and  the  priests  who  were  involved 
or  he  would  be  thrown  out  of  the  helicopter. 

He  said  nothing.  After  the  third  day  they  made  him  sign  some  papers 
even  though  he  knew  and  was  told  nothing  about  their  content.  They  let 
him  go  and  Alfredo  in  September  of  1997  lived  to  tell  the  story  and  to 
travel  to  Mexico  City  in  the  official  delegation. 

There  are  many  like  Alfredo.  Many  whose  names  and  stories  and  suffering 
we  will  never  know.  Much  less  do  we  understand  that  the  torture  suffered 
by  Alfredo,  is  the  usual  treatment  of  indigenous  people  involved  in 
peaceful,  civilian  movements.  The  conflicts  over  land  and  the  regressive 
racism  which  victimizes  them  are  so  intense,  that  this  kind  of  torture  and 
humiliation  is  standard.  Because  he  was  involved  in  an  armed  struggle, 
the  nature  of  his  suffering  was  not  unexpected  for  Alfredo,  and  the  fact 
that  at  some  point  he  could  defend  himself,  he  could  fight  back,  made  it 
even  more  worthwhile.  This  is  the  paradox  of  the  Zapatista  struggle;  to  be 
forced  to  die  in  order  to  live.  Together  hundreds  of  Alfredos  worked  in 


silence  and  in  darkness  for  many  years.  They  planned  and  constructed  the 
only  path  left  to  them.  For  them  what  appears  to  be  a poetic  turn  of  words 
or  a manipulation  of  drama  is  in  reality  a heartfelt  necessity.  Their 
stories  have  not  been  considered  important  by  the  mainstream  press.  In 
fact,  one  of  the  principal  problems  of  the  Mexican  government  and  of  many 
analysts  of  the  conflict  is  the  continual  underestimation  of  the 
conviction,  the  cohesiveness,  and  the  sophistication  of  indigenous 
communities  who  are  principally  response  for  one  of  the  most  significant 
social  movements  in  Mexico's  history. 

The  press  has  instead  preferred  to  concentrate  on  the  enigma  of 
Subcomandante  Marcos,  even  claiming  that  without  him  there  would  be  no 
movement.  It  has  done  little  to  acknowledge  that  the  struggle  of  the 
Zapatistas  found  fertile  ground  in  the  extreme  misery  and  humiliation  to 
which  Indian  people  have  been  subjected  to  in  Mexico.  The  conflict  in 
Chiapas  will  never  be  resolved  until  this  paradox  is  understood  by  us  all. 
More  than  anything  else  this  inhumane  status  must  be  ended  forever  if 
Mexico's  Indian  people  are  to  believe  that  things  can  change  through 
peaceful  means.  That  is  why  the  passage  into  law  of  the  San  Andres 
agreements  is  so  important.  It  will  be  a clear  definitive  signal  that 
Mexico  is  beginning  to  put  an  end  to  its  legacy  of  racism.  Mexico's  Indian 
people  will  accept  nothing  less  than  that.  They  have  danced  with  death 
for  too  many  centuries  already  to  be  deceived. 

"RE : Lessons  of  Patience"  

Date:  8:14  AM  Sep  13,  1997 

From:  moonlight 

Sub j : LESSONS  OF  PATIENCE 

Newsgroup : igc . indig. info 
LESSONS  OF  PATIENCE 

In  Honor  of  the  Largest  Indigenous  March  in  the  History  of  Mexico 
by  Cecilia  Rodriguez 

"Therefore,  and  in  accord  with  this  declaration  of  war,  we  give  our  military 
forces  of  the  Zapatista  Army  of  National  Liberation  the  following  orders: 
FIRST:  To  advance  toward  the  capital  of  the  country,  conquering  the  Mexican 
Federal  Army,  and  in  its  advance,  as  liberator,  protecting  the  civilian 
population  and  permitting  the  liberated  people  to  elect,  freely  and 
democratically,  their  own  administrative  authorities." 

DECLARATION  OF  WAR  OF  THE  ZAPATISTA  ARMY  OF  NATIONAL  LIBERATION 
3 AN U ARY  1,  1994 

It  will  happen  September  12,  1997.  Soon  the  1,111  delegates  each  of  whom 
represent  one  community  involved  in  the  indigenous  Zapatista  movement  will 
arrive  in  one  of  the  largest  cities  of  the  world,  Mexico  City.  They  are 
traveling  in  old  buses.  They  are  accompanied  by  111  other  vehicles.  They 
take  up  approximately  15  kilometers  of  highway.  They  have  been  greeted  by 
thousands  of  people,  some  of  whom,  depending  on  the  place,  waited  from  three 
to  twelve  hours  to  be  able  to  greet  them.  They  conducted  demonstrations  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  They  stood  in  the  rain  to  salute  everyone  and 
received  8 batons  of  leadership  from  eight  ethnic  groups  in  Oaxaca.  They 
will  arrive  in  Mexico  City  carrying  banners,  and  batons,  and  symbols  of 
support,  and  the  hopes  and  faith  of  thousands  whom  they  have  met 
on  this  long  journey  from  oblivion.  They  arrived  with  no  more  shots  than 
those  which  were  fired  on  that 
day  in  January  of  94. 

The  oblivion  they  fight  is  not  a consequence  of  the  distance  between  the 
mountains  of  Chiapas  and  the  rest  of  the  country  or  the  world.  It  is  a 
consequence  of  the  way  in  which  Indian  peoples  have  been  marginalized  in 
Mexico  for  500  years.  And  even  though  this  has  been  said  many  times,  it  is 
clear  that  the  significance  of  the  Declaration  of  War  which  the  Zapatistas 
issued  on  January  1 of  1994  continues  to  be  swept  under  the  rug. 

The  Mexican  government  has  toyed  with  the  movement  for  three  years.  They 
have  deployed  40%  of  the  Mexican  army  to  surround  their  communities.  In  the 
words  of  a Zapatista  delegate  " the  'powerful'  prefer  to  spend  millions  of 


pesos  in  funding  and  keeping  all  of  their  military  apparatus  on  top  of  our 
communities,  instead  of  giving  a solution  to  our  demands,  which  are  the 
cause  of  our  rebellion  of  dignity.  The  militarization  of  indigenous  zones 
in  the  states  of  Oaxaca,  Guerrero  and  Chiapas  and  in  all  the  zones  of  the 
country  are  signals  of  war.  The  Supreme  Commander  of  the  Army  and  his 
generals  spend  and  put  finishing  touches  on  their  strategy  to  annihilate  the 
rebellion  of  these  communities  in  struggle.  We  ask  ourselves,  where  is  the 
signal  for  dialogue,  a sign  which  marks  a solution  to  our  demands?...  the 
Mexican  federal  Army  has  become  an  Army  of  occupation  which  expels  us  from 
our  lands  to  intrude  upon  them  by  force.  Our  zones  and  lands  of  dignity  are 
being  taken  by  the  bad  government  and  in  their  place  it  is  planting  military 
camps  with  rows  of  tanks,  armored  vehicles,  bullets  and  machine  guns.  The 
Army  is  building  trenches,  installing  checkpoints  and  all  its  monstrous 
military  apparatus.  Where  corn  and  beans  are  planted  the  army  has  planted 
barracks,  invasion,  prostitution  and  is  destroying  entire  families.  Since 
these  barracks  were  installed  in  our  communities  we  do  not  live  in  peace,  we 
live  in  terror  and  under  a death  threat." 

Throughout  the  process  of  the  peace  talks,  the  government  did  everything 
in  its  power  to  sabotage  those  talks.  Their  representatives  consistently 
insulted  the  Zapatista  delegation,  they  refused  to  make  agreements  on  basics 
like  agenda,  sites,  themes,  et  cetera,  they  closed  and  then  opened  the  talks 
to  participation  of  others.  When  all  their  efforts  were  unsuccessful,  they 
signed  agreements  in  Danuary  of  96.  None  of  the  agreements  on  indigenous 
rights  and  culture  have  been  fulfilled. 

That  is  why  governmental  intransigence  is  the  reason  for  the  march.  What 
are  the  demands  of  the  Zapatistas?  What  is  in  dispute  now  is  something 
very  basic;  the  rights  of  Indians  to  be  recognized  by  the  nation,  to  be 
respected  for  their  cultural  and  ethnic  identity,  to  finally  put  an  end  to 
the  second-class  status  established  by  a colonial  relationship  which  left 
Indians  abandoned  and  forgotten.  Why  is  it  not  possible  for  the  Mexican 
government  to  fulfill  their  demands?  Because  even  this  basic  need  would 
require  departing  from  the  future  which  has  been  mapped  out  for  the  country 
by  foreign  interests.  There  is  too  much  money  at  stake.  In  the  memorable 
words  of  that  Wall  Street  document  from  1995  which  expressed  the  need  to 
eliminate  the  Zapatistas  "...to  the  degree  that  the  monetary  crisis  limits 
the  resources  available  to  the  government  for  social  and  economic  reforms, 
it  may  prove  difficult  to  win  popular  support  for  the  Zedillo 
administration's  plans  for  Chiapas". 

The  passage  of  two  years,  and  the  political  process  enabled  by  the 
Zapatistas  and  others  who  have  mobilized  for  change,  have  not  changed 
Zedillo's  position.  But  a change  of  this  depth  however,  will  surely  be  a 
long  time  coming.  Yes,  the  Duly  elections  changed  the  electoral  arena.  No 
longer  does  the  PRI  have  control  of  the  Congress.  Mexico  City  now  has  a 
mayor  from  another  party. 

The  1,111  delegates  believe  that  the  change  they  are  seeking  is  worth 
waiting  for  and  working  for  during  many  years.  Their  history  is  already 
evidence  of  this.  As  a result  of  the  Duly  97  elections  they  see  clearly  the 

political  space  which  these  elections  have  provided.  A space  to  continue  to 

press  their  demands.  A space  to  demonstrate  the  depth  of  their  popular 
support,  especially  in  those  states  which  are  also  suffering  the  effects  of 
militarization.  Their  march  will  not  only  take  up  that  space,  but  force  it 

open  even  more.  This  time  however  it  will  be  opened,  not  by  their  weapons, 

but  by  their  example,  by  their  quiet  tenacious  patience  in  the  face  of 
enormous  odds. 

Their  presence  in  Mexico  City  will  accomplish  other  things  as  well.  They 
will  also  witness  the  founding  of  a new  political  force  the  "Zapatista  Front 
of  National  Liberation",  something  already  being  called  a "most  difficult 
project"  by  many.  It  will  attempt  to  bring  together  "civil  society"  in  a 
national  organization  which  will  not  aspire  to  political  office  or  to 
"power".  The  establishment  and  development  of  the  Frente  will  offer 
grassroots  people  the  opportunity  to  organize  their  own  transition  to  a very 
different  kind  of  democracy. 

Those  which  the  Mexican  government  once  called  "transgressors  of  the  law", 
more  than  a thousand  of  them  have  now  traversed  the  country.  Those  who 
Zedillo  did  not  even  bother  to  mention  in  his  State  of  the  Union  address. 


will  be  in  the  same  city  he  is,  celebrating  the  independence  of  a very 
different  Mexico.  Once  again,  within  a period  of  months  the  Zapatistas  mock 
the  powerful  military  and  political  machine  which  have  surrounded  their 
communities.  The  powerful  media  campaign  which  had  almost  wiped  them  off 
the  national  scene,  now  yields  to  the  dramatic  image  of  the  enormous  march. 

At  the  same  time  two  Zapatista  delegates  have  arrived  in  Italy, . 

According  to  the  AP,  the  purpose  of  the  march  is  to  "revive  waning  interest 
in  their  cause".  According  to  reality  the  impact  of  the  march  is  much 
more  profound.  It  is  a demonstration  of  the  cohesiveness  of  the 
highly-organized  communities,  capable  of  preparing,  electing  and  supporting 
1,111  delegates.  It  is  a demonstration  of  the  tenacity  of  the  rest  of 
Mexican  civil  society  which  organized  an  extraordinary  amount  of  resources 
to  provide  for  the  presence  of  the  Zapatistas  in  Mexico  City.  It  is  a 
demonstration  of  the  moral  authority  of  the  Zapatistas  as  something 
sufficiently  powerful  to  disable  the  armaments  of  the  Mexican  Army.  It  is 
proof  that  the  Zapatistas  and  their  proposals  are  here  to  stay. 

Finally  it  is  the  fulfillment  of  a promise.  In  spite  of  everything,  the 
Zapatistas  have  indeed  arrived  in  Mexico  City. 

— "RE:  Wyoming  Buffalo"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Sep  1997  15:24:25  -0500 

From:  buffalo@wildrockies.org  (Buffalo  Nations) 

Sub j : Wyoming  buffalo 

UUCP  email 

The  Wyoming  Game  and  Fish  Department  has  agreed  to  accept  public  comment 
on  the  management  of  the  wild  bison.  Please  have  everyone  write  a letter 
by  October  3 to:  Wyoming  Game  and  Fish  Department,  Wildlife  Division, 

ATTN:  Regulations,  3030  Energy  Lane,  Suite  100,  Casper  WY  82604.  Our 
federal  public  lands  are  yours  also. 

In  your  letters,  please  tell  them  to  rescind  Chapter  15  concerning 
the  wild  bison  reduction  season  so  that  more  wild  bison  herds  may  be 
reestablished  on  our  nation's  public  lands  and  also  we  are  working  to  get 
wild  bison  management  back  in  the  hands  of  the  WY  Game  and  Fish  where  it 
should  be,  so  if  you  could  also  tell  them  in  your  letters  to  rescind 
Chapter  XLI-  Bison  designated  as  Wildlife.  The  Wyoming  Livestock  Board 
should  not  have  this  authority.  Here  is  an  example  letter  that  everyone  in 
your  organization  can  use  if  they  wish. 

SUB3ECT : WILD  BISON  MANAGEMENT  IN  WYOMING 

Buffalo  Nations,  a nationwide  wild  bison  conservation  group,  agrees  with 
Bring  Back  the  Bison  that  Chapter  15-  Wild  Bison  Reduction  Season  should  be 
immediately  rescinded  so  that  more  wild  bison  herds  may  be  reestablished  on 
Native  American  reservations  and  suitable  federal  public  lands  in  Wyoming. 

We  also  believe  that  wild  bison  present  on  our  federal  public  lands  in  your 
state  should  not  be  controlled  by  the  Wyoming  Livestock  Board,  therefore. 
Chapter  XLI  -Bison  designated  as  wildlife  should  also  be  revoked.  We 
strongly  believe  that  wild  bison  on  our  federal  public  lands  should  be 
managed  by  those  professionals  in  the  Wyoming  Game  and  Fish  Department  in 
conjunction  with  tribal  governments  and  should  not  be  manipulated  and 
regulated  by  the  Wyoming  Livestock  Board 
Thank  you. 

Environmentally  Yours, 

Jeffrey  W.  Tombaugh 

Executive  Director,  Bring  Back  the  Bison 

P.S.  Please  feel  free  to  copy  this  letter  and  zap  it  to  everyone  you  know. 
Thanks.  Failure  to  change  these  regs  NOW  will  result  in  another  bison  hunt 
right  outside  of  Yellowstone  this  winter  on  the  Wyoming  sides. 

Michael  S.  Mease 

PO  Box  7941 
Missoula  MT  59807 
406-728-0867  phone  & fax 


mease@wildrockies.org 


"RE ; Byrd/Cherokee  Problems"  

Date:  Tue,  16  Sep  1997  06:53:00  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : Tons  on  Byrd,  Cherokee  problems- -NASC  news--#l 
UUCP  email 

this  is  a "wade  thru",  but  detailed.  Even  if  only  half  is  absolutely 
true,  my  jaw  is  on  the  floor,  my  stomach  in  a knot.  (No,  I have, 
technically,  no  Cherokee,  my  Mary  Saunders  md  cl770s  (name  given  by  Dutch 
Reform)  a Shawnee,  and  their  kids  md.  Eastern  Woodlands  in  NY/PA-- 
matrilinealy  that  wiped  out  my  being  "Cherokee".) 

Point  I always  make,  believe,  we  will  destroy  ourselves,  each  other — 
like  a pebble  thrown  in  a pond,  everything  impacts  on  everyone,  eventually. 
Firehair 

Excerpts  from  Bills: 

Submitted  to  Cherokee  Nation  for 
Legal  Advice  from  Clifford  A.  Wright 

The  Cherokee  Observer  obtained  copies  of  bills  submitted  for  legal 
services  for  the  eight  councilors  who  conducted  the  illegal  and 
unconstitutional  "Court  of  Impeachment."  The  services  were  rendered  by 
Clifford  A.  Wright,  P.C.  of  Oklahoma  City. 

The  invoice  date  was  5/13/97.  The  specially  run  Cherokee  Nation  check 
was  for  $5,886.67  and  the  check  request  was  prepared  7/14/97  by  lamie 
Flummingbird,  and  approved  by  Councilor  Flarold  DeMoss.  Mr.  Wright  charged 
$135  in  the  Month  of  April,  however  his  hourly  rate  changed  during  the 
month  of  May  his  hourly  rate  increased  to  $150. 

Below  are  some  of  his  charges  and  descriptions  of  services  rendered. 

i4/17/97-Telephone  conference  with  Flarvey  Chaffin  and  Tom  Seymour 
concerning  the  present  situation  regarding  tribal  matters,  the  lawsuit 
filed  regarding  the  alleged  secret  meeting  of  the  counsel  concerning, 
the  impeachment  proceedings  in  the  hearing  set  for  1:30  on  Monday,  April 
21  to  hear  same.  Discussed  various  issues  and  meeting  tomorrow  at  9:00 
in  Tahlequah. 

i4/18/97-Review  documents  provided  to  me  by  Flarvey  Chaffin  concerning 
new  lawsuit  filed  relating  to  April  14,  1997  meeting.  Preparation  of 
documents,  chronology  and  draft  of  special  appearance.  Review  documents 
provided  to  me  by  Harvey  Chaffin  concerning  new  lawsuit  filed  relating 
to  April  15,  1997  meeting.  Preparation  of  documents,  chronology  and 
draft  of  special  appearance.  Review  Danuary  6,  1997  letter  from  Dustices 

calling  for  meeting Review  April  14,  1997  Complaint,  April  15,  1997 

Robert  C.  Henkins  letter,  April  15,  1997  Holder  v.  Byrd  Complaint  and 
Application  for  Emergency  Temporary  Restraining  Order.  Note  that  Tuesday 
April  15  is  when  the  Order  was  entered  and  i believe  the  April  15 
complaint  was  filed  later  in  the  day  after  the  April  15  resolution 
requesting  that  the  BIA  come  in  and  I think  this  is  set  out  in  this 
complaint  and  apparently  the  Complaint  was  marked  filed  April  15  but  it 
occurred  after  the  meeting  so  we  can  find  out  when  the  meeting  occurred 
and  then  we  will  know  when  the  Complaint  was  prepared  after  that. 

Reviewing  the  complaint,  the  meeting  occurred  on  April  15  and  subsequent 
to  that  meeting  the  Complaint  was  filed  on  the  same  date  and  the 
Temporary  Restraining  Order  was  filed  the  same  date.  Note  the  Order 
specifically  mentions  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  law  enforcement 
assumption  and  does  not  include  specifically  the  impeachment  provision. 
There  is  an  April  15,  1997  press  release  relating  Doe  Byrd,  and  April 
15,  1997  press  release  relating  to  Bill  Baker,  and  an  April  16,  1997 
press  release.  I do  not  believe  these  press  releases  mentioned  of  the 
ones  for  others  for  April  16  and  April  17  were  actually  filed  and 


apparently  were  prepared  by  staff  members  and/or  Harley  Terrell,  a 
councilman,  but  were  never  published.  Review  also  Tom  Seymour's  opinion 
to  Deputy  chief  Eagle  regarding  the  notice  in  the  April  16,  1997  meeting 
and  then  various  research  issues  on  impeachment.  Met  with  Harvey  Chaffin 
and  Tom  Seymour  at  Harvey's  office  and  discussed  issues.  Telephone 
conference  with  Lisa  Finley,  regarding  filing  the  suit,  letters  to  the 
paper,  boycott  of  program  letters,  news  releases  and  other  matters  that 
are  presently  occurring.  Apparently  no  matter  what  else  happens  the  BIA 
is  going  to  intervene  either  Friday  or  Monday.  Apparently  they  are 
proceeding  under  the  "imminent  jeopardy"  clause  that  allows  the  BIA  to 
intervene.  Also  discussed  the  reception  of  Ross  Swimmer  and  Wilma 
Mankiller  as  opposed  to  loe  Byrd  regarding  Washington  and  Ada  Deer  and 
the  BIA  will  meet  only  with  elected  officials.  This  is  a clear  showing 
that  Mankiller  and  Swimmer  were  trying  to  throw  their  weight  around  in  a 
manner  not  consistent  with  the  position  of  the  elected  officials. 
Discussed  Wilma's  quotes  regarding  the  people,  should  follow  the  will  of 

the  people  regarding,  elected  officials Telephone  call  with  Rex 

Starr,  apparently  Don  Nichols  is  also  involved  in  getting  the  US 
Marshals  in.  Discussion  with  Harvey  regarding  his  conversations  with 
Monte  Strout  regarding  threat  on  the  life  of  one  of  the  council  members. 
At  Monte's  hearing  he  made  an  oral  motion  to  disqualify  Wilcoxen  but 
that  did  not  work  and  he  also  asked  the  ludges  to  recuse  themselves  but 
they  did  not.  The  Chief  did  not  ask  for  a recusal.  Also  they  failed  to 
act  on  his  application  to  be  admitted  to  the  Bar  and  he  is  presently  not 
a member  of  the  Court.  Apparently  ludge  Viles  made  comments  that  if  he 
were  hearing  it  he  would  have  taken  some  other  action  which  was  viewed 
as  being  unfavorable  to  Monte.  The  Chief  has  still  requested  the  BIA  to 
come  in  and  the  Order  that  was  entered  at  this  hearing  restrains  the 
Chief  and  Monte  Strout  from  interfering  with  Blalock's  investigation. 

Rex  Starr  was  suppose  to  file  the  recusal  motions.  Review  Articles  of 
Removal.  The  trial  on  the  15th  is  some  type  of  criminal  cases  and  it 
involves  ludge  Iordan.  We  then  checked  to  see  if  the  Notice  of  the  April 
25  meeting  was  properly  published  and  it  was  not  published  with  respect 
to  the  ten  day  notice  provisions.  Discussed  how  to  make  a proper  call  to 
all  council  members  for  a meeting.  Also  discussed  the  fact  that  the 
press  releases  had  not  been  published  so  the  Notice  failed  for  that 
reason  also.  Outlined  a response  to  the  Complaint  but  that  is  not  really 
what  we  want  to  do  because  we  are  going  to  take  a position  that  the 
Court  does  not  have  jurisdiction  for  the  reason  that  this  deals  with 
internal  regulatory  matters  concerning  the  legislative  branch  and  it  is 
not  controlled  by  the  Court.  We  also  need  to  find  the  Federal  Rules  of 
Civil  Procedure  changes  referred  to  by  the  ludicial  Tribunal  during 
Monte  Strout 's  hearing  with  respect  to  Notice.  The  difference  between 
this  case  and  the  Mayes  case  is  that  in  Mayes  the  defense  is  that  there 
was  no  meeting  where  the  council  members  were  acting  in  their 
legislative  capacity  whereas  in  the  Holder  case  we  were  in  fact  meeting 
in  a called  meeting. 

i4/20/97-Preparation  for  meeting  with  clients.  Telephone  calls  with  Tom 
Seymour  regarding  failure  to  properly  notice  the  meeting  called  by  the 
chief  and  we  are  going  to  continue  that  now  until  sometime  in  May  to  get 
the  notices  published  in  the  paper.  Monte's  situation  is  different  from 
our  because  his  clients  were  not  in  the  Legislative  body  and  were 
actually  I believe  appointed  officials  of  the  executive  branch.  We 
cannot  answer  the  Holder  Petition  because  that  submits  us  to 
jurisdiction  and  our  position  will  be  that  the  Court  does  not  have 
jurisdiction  to  determine  Legislative  matters  that  are  exclusively  that 
of  the  Legislative  branch,  lames  Field  has  taken  the  position  through 
lohn  Raley  that  there  is  no  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  over  Federal 
officials  acting  in  their  official  capacities  but  their  apparently  is 
some  authority  that  that  might  not  be  the  case  especially  I think  if  the 
BIA  enters  into  an  assumption  agreement  which  they  have  as  of  Friday. 

Met  with  Harvey  from  5:50  until  a little  after  7:00  and  then  with 
clients  from  approximately  7:00  to  11:00  p.m.  Met  with  clients  Mary 
Cooksey,  Barbara  Conness,  Don  Crittenden,  Bill  lohn  Baker,  Dora  Mae 


Watie,  and  Harley  Terrell  and  discussed  facts  and  issues  in  the  Mayes 
and  Holder  cases. 

i4/21/97-0ffice  conferences  with  Harvey  Chaffin  regarding  revisions  to 
Special  Appearance  after  conference  yesterday  afternoon  at  Harvey's 
office  with  Tom  Seymour,  Joint  telephone  conferences  with  Harvey 
Chaffin,  Tom  Seymour  and  Lisa  Findley  regarding  various  issues 
concerning  the  hearing  set  for  1:30  and  matters  generally  related 
thereto.  Considered  the  differences  in  the  Holder  case  versus  the  Mayes 
case  and  in  the  Holder  case  a Temporary  Restraining  Order  has  been 
entered  and  it  relates  to  a specific  meeting  that  was  in  fact  a meeting 
and  at  least  part  of  the  issue  is  moot  Appearance  after  conference 
yesterday  afternoon  at  Harvey's  office  with  Tom  Seymour,  loint  telephone 
conferences  with  Harvey  Chaffin,  Tom  Seymour  and  Lisa  Findley  regarding 
various  issues  concerning  the  hearing  set  for  1:30  and  matters  generally 
related  thereto.  Considered  the  differences  in  the  Holder  case  versus 
the  Mayes  case  and  in  the  Holder  case  a Temporary  Restraining  Order  has 
been  entered  and  it  relates  to  a specific  meeting  that  was  in  fact  a 
meeting  and  at  least  part  of  the  issue  is  moot  because  the  BIA  has  in 
fact  taken  over  the  police  powers.  On  the  other  hand  the  Mayes  action 
relates  to  a non  meeting,  and  while  the  court  does  not  have  jurisdiction 
relating  to  whether  there  was  a meeting  or  not,  we  defended  on  the  basis 
that  there  was  no  meeting  and  it  was  only  a declaratory  judgment  action 
and  we  stated  they  have  not  stated  a claim  but  did  not  contest 
jurisdiction  so  there  may  be  a jurisdiction  issue  here.  Remember  that 
the  council  requested  the  BIA  to  intervene  on  April  15  and  then 
subsequent  thereto  the  prosecutor  prepared  and  filed  a Complaint  and 
Request  for  Temporary  Restraining  Order  and  one  was  entered  that 
evening.  The  council  has  not  taken  any  other  action  relating 

i4/22/97-Telephone  conference  with  Harvey  concerning  status  and  fact 
that  the  Tribunal  has  now  withdrawn  the  warrants  which  means  there  will 
not  be  an  intervention,  now  by  the  BIA  regarding  the  execution  of  the 
warrants  and  discussed  what  the  motivation  for  this  might  be  including 
the  fact  it  would  have  been  a Federal  court  action  which  would  have 
required  probably  BIA  enforcement  action  as  opposed  to  keeping  the 
Cherokee  Marshals  from  arresting  the  people  that  are  the  subject  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Motion  and  to  avoid  Judge  Seay  getting  involved.  Discussed 
the  announcement  and  Birdwell  apparently  says  in  the  newspaper  that  this 
is  a dictatorship  but  perhaps  it  is  stated  that  in  the  Withdrawal  Order, 
but  that  is  something  that  is  not  really  a matter  that  should  be 
included  in  a court  order.  That  is  clearly  a political  statement. 
Actually  that  statement  accentuates  the  political  bias  of  the  court. 
Preparation  of  memorandum  to  file.  Considered  status  and  what  will  be 
next  regarding  this  issue  and  where  the  case  might  go  and  how  it  could 
be  settled. 

i4/23/97-Considered  arguments  and  next  move  based  on  what  may  develop  as 
a result  of  the  Federal  court  case.  Telephone  conference  with  Harvey 
Chaffin  regarding  no  news  but  that  the  hearing  in  the  Federal  court 
cases  on  the  habeas  corpus  proceeding  is  still  going  to  proceed  to  keep 
the  3AT  from  subsequently  reissuing  the  warrant.  Preparation  of 
memorandum  to  file.  Also  need  to  discuss  with  Harvey  who  is  going  to 
request  a transcript  of  the  hearing  that  was  conducted  on  Monday  which 
we  did  not  appear  at.  Organizing  file  and  thoughts  regarding  status. 

i4/24/97-0rganizing  issues  concerning  possible  next  moves  and  Order  of 
the  Court.  Telephone  conference  with  Harvey  Chaffin  and  Judge  Seay  in 
fact  ordered  that  there  was  no  case  or  controversy  because  the  Judicial 
Appeals  Tribunal  withdrew  the  warrants.  Everything  is  set  up  now  for  the 
May  5,  1997  meeting  and  also  discussed  the  prior  boycotts  and  the  six 
members  boycotted  one  regular  meeting  and  one  special  meeting.  This 
evening  I received  a 14  page  order  and  telephone  conference  with  Harvey 
Chaffin  regarding  same  and  Tom  Seymour  regarding  same.  The  Order  does 
not  mention  the  impeachment  proceedings.  It  also  does  not  mention  any 


action  relating  to  Mr.  Fields.  Tom  Seymour  contends  they  should  meet  in 
any  event  on  April  28,  May  2 and  May  5 and  this  is  contrary  to  the 
Order.  Telephone  conference  subsequently  with  Harvey  Chaffin  again  and 
discussed  calling  another  meeting  for  Sunday  of  our  clients,  he  will 
schedule  the  meeting,  and  at  same  we  will  discuss  what  action  to  take 
with  respect  to  the  Order  received. 

"RE : United  Church  Coverup"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Sep  1997  20:37:47  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : United  Church  Coverup:New  Developments 

-S. I .S. I. S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-:-: 
September  22,  1997  Bulletin 

For  Immediate  Release 

NEW  TESTIMONY  REVEALS  MORE  DEATHS  OF  NATIVE  CHILDREN  AT  ALBERNI  RESIDENTIAL 
SCHOOL;  UNITED  CHURCH  OFFICIALS  CAUGHT  ON  FILM  STEALING  DOCUMENTS  FROM 
"DELISTED"  REVEREND  KEVIN  ANNETT 

Vancouver  - Harry  Wilson,  a former  student  at  the  Alberni  Residential  School 
between  1961  and  1970,  claims  that  he  discovered  the  body  of  a dead  young 
native  woman  behind  the  school  in  1967. 

"She  was  about  16,  lying  dead,  completely  naked  and  covered  in  blood," 
states  Mr.  Wilson,  in  a signed  statement  made  on  September  17.  "There  was 
blood  everywhere.  I ran  and  told  Mr.  Andrews,  the  Principal,  and  he  said 
he  was  calling  the  RCMP.  But  I never  saw  them  show  up,  and  the  girl's 
body  disappeared."  Mr.  Wilson  claims  that  the  RCMP  never  questioned  him 
about  the  incident,  and  that  no  investigation  of  the  death  was  ever  made. 

In  a related  event,  copies  of  government  documents  that  indicate  the 
liability  of  the  United  Church  for  abuses  at  the  Alberni  Residential 
School  were  removed  from  the  belongings  of  Reverend  Kevin  Annett  without 
his  knowledge  or  permission  by  senior  United  Church  officials.  The 
incident,  which  is  recorded  on  film  and  attested  to  by  an  independent 
eye-witness,  occurred  outside  the  United  Church  offices  at  1955  West 
Fourth  Avenue  in  Vancouver  on  September  3,  at  a press  conference  held  by 
Reverend  Annett. 

Brian  Thorpe,  Chief  Officer  of  the  United  Church  in  BC,  took  the 
materials  from  a box  belonging  to  Reverend  Annett.  Watching  the  incident, 
and  holding  the  door  for  Mr.  Thorpe,  was  John  Dessiman,  legal  counsel  for 
the  United  Church  in  BC.  Both  men  were  instrumental  in  the  removal  and 
permanent  "de-listing"  of  Reverend  Annett  after  he  uncovered  hidden 
wrongdoings  by  the  church  in  the  Port  Alberni  area.  Annett  will  be 
releasing  a separate  statement  on  the  incident.  He  has  filed  a report  of 
the  theft  with  the  Vancouver  Police  Department.  [See  SISIS  release  Sept. 11; 
this  can  be  re-emailed  to  anyone  wishing  a copy] 

For  more  Information  contact  Kevin  Annett.  Ph  (604)  462-1086 
Protests:  Reverend  Bill  Phipps:  Moderator  United  Church  of  Canada 
Email:  dearborn@uccan.org 

Please  forward  and  distribute  to  interested  parties,  media  and  activists. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 


RE:  IBA  Talks  Breakdown 


Date:  Tue,  16  Sep  1997  16:33:33  -0300 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : IBA  talks  breakdown  over  Environmental  and  Financial  Issues 
Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

Impact-Benefit  Agreement  Talks  between  Innu  Nation  and  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel 
Break  Down  on  Environmental  and  Financial  Issues 

DAVIS  INLET  - September  15,  1997  - Talks  between  the  Innu  Nation  and  the 
Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  have  stalled  once  again.  The  Innu  Nation  walked 
out  of  negotiations  on  Friday,  after  the  company  failed  to  live  up  to 
earlier  commitments  to  conclude  an  impacts-benefits  agreement  with  the  Innu 
Nation . 

"Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  has  once  again  demonstrated  that  it  is  not 
taking  aboriginal  people  seriously.  We  came  to  the  table  in  good  faith, 
believing  that  we  could  reach  an  agreement  in  principle  on  the  key 
outstanding  issues.",  said  Innu  Nation  President  Katie  Rich.  "What  we  found 
is  that  the  company  was  not  prepared  to  make  any  substantial  commitments  in 
the  areas  of  environmental  protection  and  financial  benefits." 

The  Innu  Nation  has  been  involved  in  impact-benefits  agreement  negotiations 
with  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  (VBNC),  a subsidiary  of  Inco,  for  over 
a year.  While  provisions  on  jobs,  training,  and  business  opportunities  for 
Innu  people  have  been  relatively  easy  to  negotiate  with  the  company,  two 
key  issues  remain  outstanding. 

"Environmental  protection  and  a fair  financial  package  are  two  key  elements 
of  Innu  consent  for  this  project.  We  will  never  agree  to  a project  in  our 
territory  which  does  not  put  protection  of  the  land  first  and  foremost.  We 
believe  that  Innu  must  be  fully  involved  the  environmental  review, 
management  and  monitoring  of  this  project.  We  also  believe  that  the  people 
who  will  be  the  most  affected  by  the  project  have  the  right  to  a full  share 
of  its  benefits.  We  are  getting  very  frustrated  by  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel's 
approach  to  these  issues.",  continued  President  Rich. 

The  Innu  proposal  for  settlement  of  the  financial  component  of  the  IBA 
establishes  a 3%  net  smelter  royalty  as  the  starting  place  for  a negotiated 
settlement.  This  is  the  value  of  the  'discovery  bonus'  that  will  be  paid  to 
Archean  Resources  under  its  agreements  with  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel. 

"A  financial  package  in  which  the  royalties  payable  to  the  Innu  people  are 
at  least  as  high  as  the  ones  that  the  company  will  be  paying  to  Archean  is 
our  absolute  bottom  line.  The  Innu  people  will  never  accept  an  IBA  if  they 
think  that  the  two  guys  who  stumbled  on  the  discovery  could  receive  more  in 
royalties  from  the  company  than  the  people  who  actually  own  the  land.", 
said  President  Rich. 

"This  is  not  how  things  work  in  1997.  The  old  days  in  which  people  could 
exploit  aboriginal  people  and  aboriginal  land  are  long  gone.  It  is  time  we 
were  treated  fairly  and  with  respect.  We  have  given  the  company  two  weeks 
to  prepare  a serious  response  to  our  proposals  in  these  areas.  If  there  is 
no  movement  on  the  part  of  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  by  that  time,  there  is  a 
real  possibility  that  Innu  people  will  return  to  the  site.  The  Innu  are 
getting  very  tired  of  being  treated  like  children  by  the  company.  It  is 
time  that  VBNC  started  to  take  our  negotiations  seriously.",  concluded 
President  Rich. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  Katie  Rich 

(709)478-8919/8951/8943 
internet:  www.innu.ca 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.innu.ca 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 
"RE : Infrastructure  Appeal  concludes"  


Date:  Fri,  19  Sep  1997  08:36:59  -0300 


From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : Infrastructure  Appeal  concludes  in  Newfoundland  Court  of  Appeal 
Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

18  September  1997 

Appeal  of  Infrastructure  Decision  Concludes  in  St.  John's 

St.  John's  - Lawyers  representing  the  Innu  Nation,  the  Labrador  Inuit 
Association,  the  Province  of  Newfoundland  and  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company 
concluded  their  arguments  in  the  Newfoundland  Court  of  Appeal.  The 
aboriginal  groups  were  appealing  a decision  by  the  Newfoundland  Supreme 
Court  which  allowed  the  company  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  a road 
and  airstrip  at  the  Voisey's  Bay  site  outside  of  the  comprehensive 
environmental  review  process  negotiated  in  a Memorandum  of  Understanding 
(MOU)  between  governments  and  the  aboriginal  groups  earlier  this  year. 

Construction  at  the  site  was  halted  in  August  by  an  Innu  and  Inuit  protest, 
and  by  an  injunction  obtained  by  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  against  the 
company. 

The  Innu  and  Inuit  argued  that  the  MOU  is  a contract  which  includes  the 
road  and  the  airstrip  in  the  assessment  process.  The  company  and  the 
government  argued  that  the  facilities  were  required  only  for  exploration, 
and  that  exploration  was  not  included  in  the  MOU. 

The  court  is  expected  to  release  a decision  on  Monday,  September  22  at  2:30 
pm  Newfoundland  time. 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.innu.ca 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 

"RE : Daishowa  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon"  

Date:  Mon,  15  Sep  1997  19:51:10  -0400 

From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : Day  8 of  Daishowa  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  trial 
Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 

(Toronto)  485  Ridelle  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario  M6B  1K6 
Tel:  (416)  763-7500  AG  Fax:  (416)  603-2715  AG  e-mail:  fol@tao.ca 
Court  Update  Day  8;  Monday,  September  15,  1997 
"Love  Keeps  His  Pencil  Sharp" 

The  Humanist  Movement  hosted  a morning  media  conference  before  court 
at  Toronto  City  Hall  to  inform  the  media  about  the  importance  and 
implications  of  the  case.  Prominent  speakers  were:  Alan  Borovoy  of  the 
Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Union;  renowned  producer  (Struggle  For  Democracy) 
Patrick  Watson;  Tom  Heintzman  of  the  Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund;  and  David 
Suzuki.  Roberto  Verdecchia,  of  the  Humanist  Movement,  introduced  the 
speakers  and  stated  that  his  group  had  circulated  a petition  to  various 
media  outlets  to  encourage  more  media  coverage  of  the  court  case. 

Mr.  Borovoy  stated  that,  an  "effective  right  to  conduct  boycotts  must 
include  a broad  right  to  picket."  Mr.  Suzuki  said  that  he  felt  there  was  a 
strong  sense  of  fear  and  chill  for  activism  created  by  the  lawsuit  against 
FoL,  which  he  characterized  as  being  incredibly  vindictive.  He  said  the 
great  ecosystem,  the  Northern  Boreal  Forest  in  Alberta,  had  been  given  away 
cheaply  and  reaped  huge  profits  for  Daishowa.  Mr.  Watson  said  that  if 
Daishowa  wins  it  would  result  in  a "silencing  of  citizen  voices  in  public 
space . " 

Supporters  are  urged  to  follow  the  Humanist  Movement's  lead  and 
contact  their  local  media  to  request  coverage  of  the  trial.  This  case  is 
too  important  to  be  ignored. 

Country  Style  Donuts'  Peter  Mertens  began  Monday's  proceedings  with 
testimony  about  his  experience  with  FoL  and  the  boycott  campaign.  He  said 


he  was  not  unsympathetic  toward  FoL  and  tried  to  use  his  influence  as  a 
customer  to  get  Daishowa  to  make  a commitment  not  to  log  on  Lubicon  lands. 
He  stopped  using  Daishowa  bags  when  that  commitment  was  not  forthcoming. 

Fern  Sager,  of  the  law  firm  Sager  & Sager  (not  Sierra  Legal  Defence 
Fund  as  previously  reported),  questioned  Mr.  Mertens'  knowledge  that 
Country  Style  Donuts  was  part  of  a boycott  list  even  before  their 
negotiations  with  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  had  concluded.  However,  Mr. 
Mertens  admitted  that  he  had  no  direct  knowledge  and  stated  that  "someone" 
had  told  him  that  Country  Style  was  "on  the  list".  He  added  that  when  he 
asked  FOL  representative  Kevin  Thomas  whether  he  was  on  a list,  Thomas  told 
him  he  wasn't  and  that  FOL  would  tell  any  Country  Style  customers  who  might 
have  seen  the  Daishowa  logo  on  Country  Style  bags  that  Country  Style  was 
still  negotiating  with  FOL. 

Karen  Winter,  a Daishowa  salesperson  in  Toronto,  gave  testimony  about 
the  loss  of  business.  She  stated  that  customers  contacted  her  and 
expressed  concerns  over  information  they  had  received  about  Daishowa. 
Recently,  Ms.  Winter  made  an  attempt  to  get  Roots  back  after  they  had  taken 
their  business  to  another  bag  manufacturer;  however.  Roots  refused  to  use 
Daishowa  products  even  with  the  added  incentive  of  a discount. 

In  cross  examination,  Ms.  Sager  asked  about  Bowrings,  a retail  chain. 

Ms.  Winter  stated  that  Bowrings  has  been  using  Daishowa  manufactured 
speciality  paper  products  in  the  last  few  years.  Another  Daishowa 
customer,  Cruickshanks,  a plant  nursery,  has  returned  to  Daishowa. 

Monday's  last  witness  for  the  Plaintiffs,  lack  Love,  also  employed  in 
Daishowa 's  Metro  Toronto  sales,  said  that  recently  a former  customer  of 
Daishowa,  the  Liquor  Control  Board  of  Ontario,  was  looking  for  a company  to 
supply  printed  rolled  paper;  however,  the  LCBO  refuses  to  use  Daishowa 
products.  Love  confirmed  that  Daishowa  was  keeping  it's  customers  by 
undercutting  the  competition.  He  said,  "he  was  keeping  his  pencil  sharp." 

Members  of  four  groups  joined  FoL  in  court  to  witness  the  trial 
Monday:  the  Society  of  Friends  (Quakers),  Bathurst  St.  United  Church,  Bloor 
St.  United,  and  Trinity  St.  Paul's.  A delicious  lunch  was  provided!  Chi 
Meegwetch.  Each  day  of  court  has  been  sponsored  by  various  organizations 
who  bring  their  members  to  court  to  support  the  Friends  during  the  trial. 
Tomorrow  the  Friends  will  be  joined  by  the  United  Church  of  Canada. 

for  more  background  information,  visit  the  Lubicon  supporters  web  page  at: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 
The  Daishowa  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  trial  will  continue  Tuesday, 
September  16  at  9:30  am  at  Courtroom  4-2,  361  University  Ave.,  Toronto.  For 
more  information  call  (416)  763-7500  or  e-mail  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  at 
fol@tao. ca 

**  Please  note!  There  is  no  sitting  Thurs.  Sept  18,  Fri.  Sept  19  and  Tues. 
Sept  23.  *** 

- — "RE:  BC  Archives  Censored"  

Date:  Thu,  11  Sep  1997  11:08:46  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : BC  Archives  "Censored" 

:S . I .S.I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
September  10,  1997  Bulletin 

LOCKDOWN  AT  BC  ARCHIVES : "ATTORNEY  GENERAL  OR  AN  ORWELLIAN  MINISTRY  OF  TRUTH 
Historians,  academics,  and  researchers  are  expressing  shock  and  alarm  at 
sweeping  new  changes  to  the  British  Columbia  Archives.  Those  who  regularly 
use  and  rely  on  the  archives  have  characterized  draconian  new  policies 
limiting  access  to  the  public  records  as  "Orwellian"  and  "dangerous". 

News  of  the  information  clamp-down  by  BC's  NDP  government  was  revealed 
in  an  August  14th  article  by  Richard  Carlson,  "Closing  the  Door  on  BC's 
History"  in  the  University  of  Victoria's  student  newspaper  The  Martlet. 
"It's  kind  of  like  1984,  when  the  government  manages  history,"  says  John 
Lutz,  UVic  history  professor  and  secretary  of  the  BC  Archives  Action 
Group . 


"The  government  [will  now]  not  only  decide  which  records  are  kept  and 
which  are  destroyed,  but  even  if  they  are  kept,  the  ministry  can  control 
access  to  these  documents,"  warned  Lutz.  Linda  Vanden  Berg  of  Vandenberg 
and  Associates,  a company  that  researches  native  land  claims  believes  the 
new  changes  are  "a  direct  hit  against  First  Nations  to  protect  the 
government.  They  have  a vested  interest  in  knowing  what  information  we  are 
ordering  and  controlling  that  information.  It  makes  it  so  there  is  no 
contest,  they  have  the  access  to  information  and  we  don't.  Is  this  a 
Police  state  we  are  living  in?" 

According  to  the  Martlet  article.  Assistant  Deputy  Attorney  General 
Gillian  Wallace  instructed  the  BC  Archives  on  Dune  12,  1997  to  "close  all 
government  records  in  the  Archives."  The  reason  given  was  the  supposed 
breach  of  solicitor-client  confidentiality  - the  solicitor  being  the 
Attorney  General  and  the  client  another  government  ministry,  records 
previously  open  to  the  public.  "While  it  may  be  appropriate  to  waive  the 
government's  privilege  over  some  legal  opinions  that  are  of  historical 
interest,  the  age  of  an  opinion  alone  does  not  mean  the  privilege  should 
be  waived,"  wrote  Wallace. 

After  a three  day  lock  down  of  all  government  records,  a new  procedure 
was  implemented  compelling  archivists  to  refer  documents  to  the  Attorney 
General's  "Legal  Services"  branch  for  a decision  on  releasing  them. 

"This  is  a very,  very  serious  matter.  Never  before  in  my  memory  have  a 
majority  of  the  government  records  been  closed  to  the  public,"  said  Dr. 

Eric  Sager,  another  UVic  history  professor.  "When  is  public  access  to 
documents  guaranteed,  or  can  government  stop  access  to  public  archives  at 
the  whim  of  bureaucrats  for  short  term  political  expediency?" 

The  lock  down  and  restrictions  on  access  come  at  a time  when  many  BC 
Indian  Bands  are  attempting  to  assemble  documentation  for  the  BC  Treaty 
Commission  (BCTC)  process,  headed  by  Alec  Robertson,  former  director  of 
the  logging  giant  Daishowa  which  is  infamous  for  its  attacks  on  the  Lubicon 
Cree  and  their  supporters.  The  BCTC  is  much  criticized  by  traditionalists 
as  a bogus  and  fraudulent  "termination  and  extinguishment"  device. 
Professional  researchers  like  Vanden  Berg  say  that  even  under  the  existing 
system, "the  cost  is  getting  prohibitive  for  land  claims  cases.  First 
Nations  don't  receive  any  funding  for  court  cases,  so  even  the  50  cents 
per  page  copying  cost  is  limiting,  and  a "Freedom  of  Information"  request 
can  now  take  up  to  five  months,  "even  if  she  is  permitted  access  to  the 
documents  requested",  reports  the  Martlet. 

"We  depend  on  the  Archives  to  settle  land  claims,  or  a few  years  ago  to 
answer  the  demand  for  Dapanese  redress  for  internment,  and  now  the  Chinese 
communities  are  asking  for  redress  for  the  head  tax,  and  aboriginals  with 
residential  schools...  In  order  to  examine  these  issues  we  need  the 
archives,"  said  historian  Dohn  Lutz.  UVic  doctoral  student  Susan  Dohnston, 
is  examining  provincial  history  to  understand  modern  BC  racism  and 
prejudice.  "My  ideological  motivation  is  to  see  what  attitudes  and 
prejudices  people  have  had.  To  make  changes  in  our  own  racism  it  is 
necessary  to  show  that  our  knowledge  of  race  is  from  the  past...  since  the 
1970s,  one  of  the  roles  historians  have  taken  on  is  to  understand  where  we 
come  from  without  the  rah-rah  British  sort  of  thing,"  said  Dohnston. 

"Yes  we  were  racist,  yes  we  were  homophobic,  yes  we  were  not  all  that 
nice."  But  Dohnston  had  difficulty  in  finding  out  how  "not  all  that  nice" 
we  were  as  her  research  was  stopped  by  the  Attorney  General's  letter, 
wrote  the  Martlet's  Carlson.  "It  is  the  value  of  history  to  rethink  who 
we  are  - we  are  going  to  lose  that,"  she  concluded. 

FROM  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  TO  THE  PUBLIC  ARCHIVES  THEY  SEEK  TO  CONTROL  US:  FREEDOM 
Letters  to  the  Martlet:  martlet@uvic . ca 
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Sub j : Vernal  Cross 
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Vernal  Cross,  Oglala  Sioux  Medicine  Man 

On  September  4th,  1997  Vernal  Cross,  Oglala  Sioux  medicine  man  passed 
away  after  suffering  a massive  heart  attack  at  his  home  in  South 
Dakota.  Since  that  time  his  widow  and  children  have  learned  that  a 
number  of  people  have  come  forth  claiming  to  have  inherited  some  part  of 
his  hochoka,  or  spiritual  way.  His  widow,  Darlene  Cross,  has  asked  me 
to  post  the  following  information.  "No  part  of  Vernal's  hochoka  was 
passed  on.  All  of  his  hochoka  remains  with  the  family  and  when  he 
passed  away  he  took  his  power  with  him.  Anyone  who  claims  otherwise  is 
subject  to  arrest  and  imprisonment  under  federal  law".  The  following 
people  have  made  claims  of  spiritual  gifts  and/or  authority  from  Vernal 
which  Darlene  states  are  false. 

- Steve  McCullough:  Bicknell  Indiana 

Claims  Vernal  authorized  Steve  to  perform  ceremonies,  which  he  never  did. 

- Larry  Thompson:  South  Dakota 

Flas  claimed  Vernal  made  him  a "healer"  and  authorized  him  to  organize 
sundances  among  certain  Canadian  tribes,  which  he  did  not. 

- Lenas  Red  Feather:  Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota 

Claims  to  have  been  taught  how  and  authorized  to  run  sundances  by 
Vernal,  which  Vernal  never  did. 

- AKA  Vernal  Cross  Junior:  New  Flampshire 

This  person  is  claiming  to  be  the  son  of  Vernal  Cross  and  Vernal  Senior's 
Junior.  Vernal  Cross  junior  resides  in  Kyle  South  Dakota  and  does  not 
reside  in  New  Flampshire. 

- Don  (Eagle)  Cruz:  Boulder  Colorado 

Did  not  receive  authority  to  lead  sundances  or  any  ceremony  from  Vernal 
Cross 

- Gerald  Bear:  Reno  Nevada 

Did  not  receive  authority  to  lead  sundances  or  any  ceremony  from 
Vernal  Cross 

TUSWECA 


— "RE:  Western  Mohegans  Call  for  Solidarity"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Sep  1997  23:08:05  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Western  Mohegans  Call  for  Solidarity 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
WESTERN  MOHEGANS  TO  TAKE  COUNCIL  FIRE  TO  LIBERTY  ISLAND  SEPTEMBER  28TH  1997 

The  Western  Mohegan  Tribe  and  Nation  invite  everyone  to  join  us  as  we 
take  our  Council  Fire  to  Liberty  Island  New  York  Sept.  28th  at  1:00  PM. 

In  consequence  of  the  European  invasion  of  the  Americas  our  Great  Council 
Fire  was  put  out.  We  entered  the  dark  night  of  the  ecocide  of  our  homeland 
and  the  genocide  of  our  people.  Some  of  us  fled  and  are  known  as  the  Mohegans 
and  Pequots  of  Connecticut  and  Wisconsin.  Some  Mohegans  remained  in  New  York, 
like  my  great,  great,  great,  grand  fathers  and  mothers,  who  for  survival 
went  underground  into  relative  anonymity. 

We  are  the  descendants  of  those  who  stayed. 

We  reach  out  to  all  native  and  non-native  peoples  to  help,  hand  in  hand 
with  us,  to  fight  for  the  birthrights  of  our  native  sovereignty.  Please 
come  and  join  us  at  'Liberty  Island',  Sunday  September  28th,  at  1:00  PM. 


May  the  Great  Spirit  be  with  you  until  then. 

Chief  Golden  Eagle  - Western  Mohegan  Tribe  & Nation 
Phone:  (518)  642-2751  Fax:  (518)  642-3201 
Email:  mohegan2@aol.com 
WWW : http : //www . tradewind . net/~mohegan 
Box  32,  Granville,  New  York  12832  USA 
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OCTOBER  1,  1863 
RUBY  VALLEY  TREATY 
WESTERN  SHOSHONE  INDIANS  OF  NEVADA 
BY  Larry  Kibby 

The  following  is  a historical  commemoration  of  the  signing  of  the  Ruby 
Valley  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Friendship  contrived  between  the  Western 
Shoshone  Indians  and  the  United  States  Government  and  signed  on  October 
1,  1863.  lust  134  years  old,  the  Ruby  Valley  Treaty  is  a portrayal  of 
the  period  of  time  when  conflicts  between  the  Indian  and  whites  were 
coming  to  an  end  in  the  West,  however,  the  enclosed  document  symbolizes 
a viewpoint  that  narrates  the  activity  and  attitude  of  the  United  States 
Government  and  it's  agencies,  as  to  being  equivalent  today  as  that  of 
1863  or  even  1965  when  the  Traditional  Chief  of  the  Western  Shoshone, 
the  late  Frank  Temoke  Sr . (1903-1994) , of  Ruby  Valley,  Nevada,  signed  the 
article  that  follows.  The  Ruby  Valley  Treaty  has  never  been  honored  by 
the  Government  in  any  manner  of  speaking. 

{April  24,  1965} 

Our  legends  tell  us  how  we  were  brought  to  this  land  by  the  Coyote.  We 
know  that  we  are  the  first  people  upon  this  continent  and  the  true 
owners.  And  like  the  Coyote  also  we  have  been  subject  to  much  violence 
since  the  coming  of  the  white  man  upon  our  lands.  We  of  the  Western 
Shoshone  Indian  people  have  known  that  our  ancestors  were  shot,  the 
springs  poisoned,  germs  were  spread  among  our  people  and  we  even  today 
are  subject  to  every  deceitful  and  dishonest  tricks  of  attorneys  who 
are  supposed  to  represent  us  and  do  not,  together  with  Indian  agents  in 
order  to  steal  our  lands  from  us,  under  the  pretense  of  buying  these 
lands  which  they  say  on  the  other  hand  that  we  do  not  own. 

The  Treaty  of  1863  made  in  Ruby  Valley,  Nevada  outlines  generally  the 
lands  which  comprise  the  Western  Shoshone  Indian  Nation.  This  Treaty  was 
signed  by  our  principal  chiefs  and  headsmen  and  ratified  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States. 

The  white  man  today  through  his  government  in  Washington  is  seeking  to 
break  this  Treaty  also  in  order  to  steal  our  lands. 

We  know  that  this  is  not  right.  Our  Treaty  was  paid  for  in  blood,  so  I 
would  like  to  tell  you  how  this  Treaty  was  made. 

In  the  first  place  the  white  people  at  that  time(1863)  were  weak  and 
few  in  number's  and  it  was  they  the  white  man  and  his  government  who 
came  to  us  asking  for  a peace  treaty.  It  seems  that  the  white  people 
were  at  war  among  themselves  which  war  was  called  the  Civil  War  and 


President  Lincoln  of  the  United  States  wanted  to  get  gold  from 
California  in  order  to  finance  the  war.  And  since  the  government  at  this 
time  did  not  have  enough  soldiers  to  guard  all  of  the  stage  coaches 
which  were  carrying  this  gold  across  Nevada  the  only  solution  was  a 
peace  treaty  with  the  people  whose  lands  that  stage  coaches  had  to  travel 
which  was  the  lands  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Indian  Nation. 

So  it  was  that  the  white  people  and  the  representatives  of  the  United 
States  Government  put  out  the  word  that  they  were  anxious  to  meet  with 
the  chiefs  and  the  people  of  the  Western  Shoshone  Indian  Nation  for  the 
purpose  of  signing  such  a treaty.  So  a date  was  set  and  the  word  was 
passed  by  runners  and  on  horseback  that  there  would  also  be  a feast  with 
plenty  to  eat  and  then  the  peace  treaty  would  be  signed  by  both  parties, 
Indians  and  Whites  and  that  there  would  be  no  more  fighting.  And  that 
the  Indians  were  to  come  unarmed  because  they  would  not  need  their  guns. 

And  so  it  was  that  at  the  appointed  time  the  Indians  together  with  the 
chiefs  did  come  to  this  place  in  Ruby  Valley  and  they  came  unarmed  and 
the  soldiers  together  with  the  government  representatives  also  came  but 
the  soldiers  had  rifles  which  they  stacked  in  bunches.  So  when  the 
Indians  had  all  gathered,  the  soldiers  grabbed  the  rifles  and  killed  an 
Indian  which  they  had  previously  captured  and  brought  with  them.  Then 
they  cut  the  Indian  up  and  put  him  in  a huge  iron  pot  which  they  had  in 
those  days  and  they  cooked  him  and  then  the  soldiers  aimed  their  rifles 
at  the  heads  of  the  people  and  forced  the  people  to  eat  some  of  this 
man  they  had  killed.  Men,  women  and  children  were  all  forced  to  eat  some 
of  this  human  flesh  while  the  soldiers  held  their  guns  on  the  people. 

And  it  was  after  this  terrible  thing  which  the  white  man  did  to  our 
people  that  the  Treaty  of  1863  was  signed.  So  it  is  hard  for  us  of  the 
Western  Shoshone  people  to  understand  why  the  white  man  doesn't  wish  to 
keep  this  Treaty.  And  why  the  government  insist  through  its  agents  and 
attorneys  that  this  Treaty  is  no  good. 

We  think  that  our  Treaty  has  been  paid  for  in  blood.  And  the  White  man 
will  have  to  live  by  this  Treaty.  All  of  his  conniving  and  scheming  will 
be  for  nothing,  he  will  have  to  live  by  this  Treaty.  And  like  the  Coyote 
whom  the  white  man  also  has  tried  to  exterminate  he  also  cannot 
exterminate  the  Indians.  We  will  continue  to  hold  our  Treaty  and  our 
lands  and  no  part  of  our  heritage,  our  birthright  to  this  Mother  Earth 
is  for  sale. 

Frank  Temoke  Sr. 

Chief  Western  Shoshone  Indian  Nation 
April  24,  1965 

Submitted  by: 

<< <<<< 

| Larry  Kibby-kibbey@sierra.net  Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko,  Nevada  | 

| http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/7027  I 

>>>> - >> 


"RE : A Monarchy  in  Limbo"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Sep  1997  23:18:57  -1000  (HST) 

From:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

Sub j : Hawaii's  royalty  - A monarchy  in  limbo 

A monarchy  in  limbo 

Hawaii's  royalty,  overthrown  illegally,  may  try  for  a comeback 
The  Vancouver  Sun 
Saturday,  September  13,  1997 
by  Ian  Mulgrew 

Don  Ho  may  have  to  stop  calling  himself  the  "King  of  Hawaii''  because 
there  soon  could  be  a real  one. 

Three  years  ago,  U.S.  President  Bill  Clinton  signed  the  so-called  "apology 
law,"  a joint  congressional  resolution  formally  apologizing  to  native 
Hawaiians  for  the  illegal  overthrow  of  their  kingdom  at  the  end  of  the  last 
century. 

http://www.hawaii-nation.org/publawsum.html 


The  Republic  of  Hawaii'i  with  Sanford  B.  Dole  as  president  was  proclaimed 
on  Duly  4,  1894.  It  was  recognized  immediately  by  the  U.S.  government  and 
later  annexed  through  a joint  resolution  of  the  U.  S.  Congress  in  1898 
during  the  presidency  of  William  McKinley. 

http://www.hawaii-nation.org/annexation.html 

"The  kingdom  was  never  lawfully  terminated,  therefore  the  kingdom  still 
exists  or  should  be  restored,"  international  law  specialist  Francis 
Anthony  Boyle,  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  said  in  a telephone  interview. 
http://www.hawaii-nation.org/boylebio.html 

"Precisely  who  is  the  monarch,  that's  another  issue  - I don't  know.  There 
are  descendants  of  the  monarchy  and  some  of  them  have  made  personal  claims 
to  be  the  legitimate  monarch,  but  I'm  not  in  a position  to  evaluate  their 
claims  one  way  or  another." 

The  issue  here,  Boyle  emphasized,  is  the  U.S.  Congress  has  admitted  they 
illegally  overthrew  the  kingdom  in  violation  of  at  least  three  different 
treaties  the  U.S.  was  party  to  at  the  time. 

http://www.hawaii-nation.org/treatylist . html 

In  the  event  native  Hawaiians  declare  independence,  which  they  now  have  a 
right  to  do  under  international  law,  Boyle  said  they  could  restore  their 
monarchy,  although  that  could  prove  tricky. 

Lydia  Lili' uokalani,  the  last  sovereign  Queen  of  Hawai'i,  died  in  1917. 

But  she  maintained  throughout  her  life  that  Hawaiian  sovereignty  is 
inherent  and  cannot  be  taken  away  by  force. 

Lili' uokalani  evoked  loyalty  and  sympathy  from  all  native  Hawaiians,  but 
she  died  childless  and  the  royal  line  now  is  a tangle. 

Today,  some  in  Hawaii  want  to  go  back  to  the  monarchy,  others  don't. 

"The  critical  point  is  the  distinction  between  a state  and  a government," 
Boyle  said.  "Their  argument  about  the  state,  the  kingdom  of  Hawaii,  is 
correct  - it  was  never  validly  terminated  by  the  U.S.  government.  But 
assuming  they  regain  their  independence,  what  kind  of  government  they  want 
is  for  them  to  decide." 

Estimates  of  the  number  of  native  Hawaiians  in  the  state's  population  of 
just  over  one-million  vary  from  just  12  per  cent  to  20  per  cent  of  the 
total . 

Dennis  Kanahele  is  head  of  the  "Nation  of  Hawaii,"  the  self-proclaimed 
independent  government. 

Once  an  advocate  of  confrontation  with  the  authorities,  Kanahele  says  he 
now  believes  in  the  power  of  persuasion:  "We  just  have  to  have  patience, 
and  we  have  to  educate  each  other,  and  we  have  to  be  concerned  about  the 
non-Hawaiians  as  well  as  our  own  people  as  we  develop  this  process." 

But  time  may  be  running  out. 

Of  the  number  of  people  who  choose  to  identify  themselves  as  native 
Hawaiian,  only  six-thousand  or  so  are  pure-blooded.  One  scientist  has 
projected  that  the  Hawaiians  as  a distinct  people  will  disappear  by  the 
year  2040. 


| Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  i 

| info@hawaii-nation.org  http://hawaii-nation.org  [ 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

"RE : AISES  Receives  Presidential  Award"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Sep  1997  10:39:27  -0600 

From:  Patrick  Hayes  <phayes@stripe. Colorado. edu> 

Sub j : AISES  RECEIVES  PRESIDENTIAL  AWARD 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 


PRESS  RELEASE 
For  Immediate  Release 
September  16,  1997 

Contact:  Norbert  Hill,  Executive  Director 

American  Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society  Receives  Presidential  Award 

BOULDER  --  The  American  Indian  Science  & Engineering  Society  (AISES),  a 
Boulder-based  national  organization,  has  received  a 1997  Presidential  Award 
for  Excellence  in  Science,  Mathematics  and  Engineering  Mentoring. 

The  $10,000  awards,  funded  through  the  National  Science  Foundation, 
recognize  outstanding  mentoring  efforts  and  programs  that  increase  the 
participation  of  under  represented  groups  in  science,  mathematics,  and 
engineering  at  the  K-12  through  graduate  school  levels.  AISES  was  one  of 
nine  organizations  to  receive  the  1997  awards,  which  were  presented  at  a 
ceremony  held  on  September  12  at  the  White  House's  Old  Executive  Office 
Building. 

"This  award  is  a tremendous  honor  for  AISES,"  said  Norbert  Hill,  Executive 
Director.  "Our  most  valued  reward  comes  in  the  form  of  American  Indian 
college  graduates.  But  it's  always  nice  to  be  recognized  for  the  work  we  so 
love  to  do.  By  honoring  AISES,  this  award  celebrates  the  accomplishments  of 
our  students.  For  that,  we  are  extremely  proud." 

AISES  provides  programs  in  math,  science  and  engineering  for  American  Indian 
and  Alaska  Native  students  from  kindergarten  through  college.  Its  programs 
include  curriculum  development,  teacher  training,  career  fairs,  annual 
science  fair,  traditional  knowledge,  and  the  distribution  of  more  than 
$500,000  annually  in  college  scholarships. 

"Our  goal  is  to  make  sure  that  students  with  interests  and  skills  in  math 
and  science  have  opportunities  to  excel  in  those  fields,"  Hill  said. 

AISES  is  a non-profit  organization  devoted  to  bridging  science  and 
technology  with  traditional  Native  values.  For  more  information,  write  to: 
AISES,  5661  Airport  Boulevard,  Boulder,  CO  80301,  or  call  303-939-0023. 
Information  is  also  available  on  the  internet  at  www.colorado.edu/AISES. 

— "RE:  New  Moon  Prayer"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Sep  1997  04:09:46  -0400 

From:  "elaine  flattery"  <flattery@primeline. com> 

Sub  j : New  Moon  Prayer  - Oct.  1,  1997 
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Every  new  moon  in  1997  at  5 am  in  Ashland,  Oregon  and  other  parts  of  the 
U.S.  and  world  (8  est,  7 cst,  etc),  we  will  be  praying  for  Unity.  All  are 
asked  to  join  in  this  prayer  time,  and  share  this  information  with  others 
in  your  local  communities  as  we  hope  this  will  be  a growing  prayer  circle 
for  the  sake  of  the  Sacred  Hoop  and  all  our  Relations.  We  will  continue 
praying  for  the  Elders,  Buffaloes,  Sun  Dancers,  Respect,  Sobriety, 

Sovereignty,  Children,  Grandmother  Earth  and  Grandmothers  and  protection  of 
our  Sacred  Sites. 

Prayer  = Unity,  Respect,  Understanding,  and  Maturity 

Our  history,  culture,  and  treaties  are  part  of  the  sacred  hoop.  In  order 
to  have  unity  we  must  have  respect  and  sincerity.  We  must  talk  about  the 
treaties,  the  7 generations,  the  7 laws  of  the  Lakota,  and  the  Sun  Dance 
Way.  These  things  are  like  the  water.  One  incomplete,  disrespectful, 
immature  person  can  muddy  the  water  for  a whole  tribe.  Then  the  7 laws  of 
the  Lakota  will  not  be  understood  with  clarity  by  the  7 generations.  There 
is  a place  on  the  sacred  hoop  for  every  species,  and  respect  must  be  shown 
to  all  of  them  in  order  for  the  medicine  to  work.  We  need  respect, 
understanding  and  maturity  to  bring  about  unity. 

We  need  unity  so  that  we  will  not  be  broken  one  by  one,  like  a single  red 
stick.  When  we  stand  together  and  seek  with  respect  and  humility  to 
understand  one  another  we  are  strong  like  a bundle  of  red  sticks.  Those 
who  would  muddy  the  water  don't  really  believe  in  the  Native  American  Great 


Spirit,  and  have  no  clarity  in  that  system. 


Remember  to  respect  the  elders  and  the  grandmothers,  they  are  the  teachers. 
Mitakuye  oyasi, 

Dave  Chief 
Oglala  Lakota  Elder 


/ / / / / \_ 

\ _\ \ /\ / 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Sep  1997  23:23:57  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis(3EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  21 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER 
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Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
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some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 
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IN  SEPTEMBER. 


Mornings  frosty  grow,  and  cold. 

Brown  the  grass  on  hill  and  wold; 
Crows  are  cawing  sharp  and  clear 
When  the  rustling  corn  grows  sere; 
Mustering  flocks  of  blackbirds  call. 
Here  and  there  a few  leaves  fall. 

In  the  meadows  larks  sling  sweet. 
Chirps  the  cricket  at  our  feet. 

In  September. 

Noons  are  sunny,  warm  and  still, 

A golden  haze  o'erhangs  the  hill. 
Amber  sunshine  e's  on  the  floor 
Dust  within  the  open  door. 

Still  the  crickets  call  and  creak. 
Never  found  though  long  we  seek; 

Oft  comes  faint  report  of  gun. 

Busy  flies  buzz  in  the  sun. 


In  September. 


Evenings  chilly  are  and  damp. 

Early  lighted  is  the  lamp; 

Fire  burns,  and  kettle  sings. 

Smoke  ascends  in  thin,  blue  rings; 
On  the  rug  the  children  lie. 

In  the  west  the  soft  lights  die. 
From  the  elms  a robin's  song 
Rings  out  sweetly,  lingers  long. 

In  September. 


TIME. 


TELL  THE  MAN  ON-THE  BAND  STAND 
HOW  YOU  USE  YOUR  SPARE 

MOMENTS  AND  HE  WILL 
TELL  YOU  WHAT  YOU 
ARE. 

Time  Abused  is  Bad  Luck. 

Preaching  is  right  and  good  in  its  place,  and  scolding  often  times 
plays  an  important  part  in  one's  life,  but  it  is  not  our  desire  nor 
intention  to  turn  the  INDIAN  HELPER  into  a scolding  medium  nor  an  avenue 
for  preaching. 

When  we  come  across  such  golden  words  as  the  following,  however,  we 
can  but  feel  that  our  boys  and  girls  as  well  as  the  Man-on-the-band 
stand  should  have  the  benefit  of  reading  them. 

We  often  hear  said: 

"I  would  read  this  good  book,  or  I would  do  that  if  I only  had  the 
time. " 

The  energetic,  live  person,  who  makes  every  moment  tell  for  some  good 
purpose  never  speaks  thus.  Even  if  he  works  at  hard  labor  10  or  12  hours 
a day  he  finds  time  for  mental  improvement. 

It  is  not  time  we  lack,  it  is  the  DISPOSITION. 

We  are  lazy  or  indifferent. 

We  ALWAYS  have  the  time  to  do  what  we  WILL  do. 

"To  use  time  aright,"  says  the  learned  person  who  speaks  through  our 
selection  to  his  young  friends,  "have  a system. 

Shape  everything  to  it. 

Divide  the  twenty-four  hours  between  work,  recreation,  sleep  and 
mental  culture,  according  to  a scheme  that  suits  your  judgment  and 
circumstances . 

Then  make  things  go  that  way. 

The  scheme  will  quickly  go  to  pieces  unless  backed  by  persistent 
purpose. 

When  you  work,  work. 

Put  the  whole  mind  and  heart  in  it. 

Know  nothing  else. 

Do  everything  the  very  best. 

Distance  everybody  about  you. 

This  will  not  be  hard,  for  the  other  fellows  are  not  trying  much. 

Master  details  and  difficulties. 

Be  always  ready  for  the  next  step  up. 

If  a bookkeeper,  be  an  expert. 

If  a machinist  know  more  than  the  boss. 

If  an  office-boy  surprise  the  employer  by  model  work. 

If  in  school,  go  to  the  head  and  stay  there. 

All  this  is  easy  when  the  habit  of  conquering  takes  possession. 

It  is  wholesome  in  this  connection  to  read  what  men  have  accompli 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Nov  4 22:58:22  1997 
Date:  Tue,  30  Sep  1997  20:08:14  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.040 


' ) / / ')  / /)'))/  ) / ' ) ) / ) 

/ / / / / / /--/  III  / III 

(_(_/  (_/  ( /(_/(_  ( / / (_  ( / ' 0 

, , 0 o 0 

/'  )//)')//'  0 o 0 

/ /-<  / /--/  /--  VOLUME  05,  ISSUE  040  0 o o o o 0 

/_  / ) ( / / ( ( , 4 October  1997  0 o 0 

KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 o 0 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Big  Mountain  & FOL-L  lists; 
North  American  Spirit  Lodge;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

KOLA;  UUCP  email;  Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc . culture . native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  was  born  a warrior.  If  warriors  speak  to  me  I will  answer.  Since 
none  are  present,  I am  honor  bound  to  keep  silent.  I am  to  be  executed. 
I like  it  well  for  I shall  die  before  my  heart  is  soft  or  I have  spoken 
anything  unworthy  of  myself." 

Cannonchet,  Narragansett  Warrior  at  his  execution 
by  Captain  Benjamin  Church  in  1675 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

j t 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  I 

t of  the  Republic  ( 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

j Choctaw  Confederacies,  J 

t as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


I so  that  my  forefathers  j 
[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

Many  of  you  know  that  last  year,  we  lost  precious  elders  each  week  during 
one  of  the  coldest  winters  in  the  Black  Hills,  Montana  and  the  Four  Corners. 
They  had  no  propane  or  firewood,  no  adequate  heat,  no  adequate  food. 


If  you  can  sit  in  your  warm  homes  and  ignore  these  truths  I feel  pity  for 
you.  You  have  lost  your  heart,  and  are  walking  around  empty. 

If  you  cannot  or  will  not  send  help  - any  help,  here  at  the  start  of 
winter  remember  it  is  but  three  months  until  Christmas.  Start  looking 
around  your  homes  for  things  you  no  longer  need  that  can  be  used  by  those 
in  need  on  the  rez's.  Blankets,  clothing,  coats,  especially  children's 
clothing.  Look  at  garage  sales  for  cheap  things  that  can  be  used.  Please 
don't  send  rags.  It  is  bad  enough  to  be  impoverished. 

Consider  phone  cards.  Loneliness  can  kill,  too.  Consider  gifts  through 
the  fuel  companies. 

This  winter  the  buffalo  will  continue  to  be  shot,  the  government  will  take 
still  more  lands,  the  propane  tanks  will  be  empty,  the  elders  will  die,  the 
leaders  will  suffer. 

Do  not  delete  this  message  from  your  hearts.  Ignoring  the  truth  will  not 
let  you  deny  the  burden  of  the  needless  death  of  an  elder  or  child  you  could 
have  saved. 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  this  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

10.5.1973  Aloysius  Long  Soldier  - AIM  member  killed  at  Kyle,  S.D.  by 
Goons . 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


Part  A:  Usenet  and  e-mail 

- Fish  War  Threatens  Native  Rights 

- More  Graves  O.K.'d  for  Removal 

- Brentwood  Library 

- Bear  Lincoln  Found  Not  Guilty 

- National  Parks-Lawsuit  Settlement 

- A Mother's  Plea  for  Help 

- Peltier  Senate  Oversight  Hearing 

- Cherokee  Nation  District  Court 

- Christian  Genocide,  Then  and  Now 

- Vernal  Cross  Response 

- Neuse  River  in  NC  is  Dying 

- The  Smear  Campaign  Continues 

- Tears  In  The  Courtroom 

- NMAI  Turns  Seven 

- Fine  Navajo  Weavings  Sale 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Song  of  the  Misfit 


Part  B:  NATIVE-L  list 
THIS 

ISSUE 

CONTAINS 

NO 

PART  B 


THIS 
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CONTAINS 

NO 
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CONTAINS 


NO 


PART  B 


- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline 

"RE : Fish  War  Threatens  Native  Rights"  

Date:  Tue,  23  Sep  1997  21:05:57  -0500 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : US/Canada  Fish-War  Threatens  Native  Fishing  Rights 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
[Please  note:  The  following  mainstream  article  may  contain  distorted  or 
inaccurate  information  and  may  be  missing  important  facts  and/or  context. 

It  is  provided  for  reference  purposes  only  - S.I.S.I.S.] 

US/CANADA  FISH-WAR  THREATENS  NATIVE  FISHING  RIGHTS 

Raven's  Eye  Magazine,  August  '97,  by  Linda  Dumont 

Aboriginal  tribal  groups  from  three  states  and  the  province  of  British 
Columbia  are  collectively  suing  their  governments  over  the  lack  of  a 
salmon  treaty.  The  Tsilquot'in  National  Government  is  bringing  the  lawsuit 
before  the  courts.  "We  are  a well  organized  tribal  council  and  we  will 
take  the  initiative  to  protect  fundamental  Aboriginal  rights,"  explained 
Dan  Wise,  Tsilquot'in  spokesman. 

The  Tsilquot'in  Nation  People  live  in  a non-urban  area  near  Williams 
Lake,  in  British  Columbia.  They  follow  a traditional  lifestyle.  Salmon  is 
their  staple  food.  It  is  dried,  canned  and  frozen  for  year-round  use. 

They  and  other  Aboriginal  people  from  Alaska,  Washington  State,  Oregon, 
and  British  Columbia  are  concerned  about  the  salmon  war  between 
commercial  fishermen  from  Canada  and  the  United  States.  They  believe  the 
current  impasse  threatens  the  spawning  streams  in  their  territories. 

The  Alaskan  fishermen  have  been  taking  more  than  their  share  of  spawning 
fish,  according  to  federal  Department  of  Fisheries  officials  in  Vancouver. 
Alaska  agreed  that  it  would  take  only  120,000  sockeye  in  the  Noyes  area 
but,  this  year  to  date,  Canadian  officials  say  they  have  taken  600,000. 
These  are  Canadian  sockeye.  Fisheries  officials  say.  Canadian  government 
officials  accuse  the  Alaskan  government  of  sanctioning  this  over-fishing. 

Canadian  fishermen  in  the  southern  part  of  British  Columbia  threatened 
to  retaliate  by  taking  more  than  they  should  of  the  spawning  fish  headed 
for  the  Fraser  river.  These  fish  are  the  food  fish  for  many  of  the 
Aboriginal  people  in  the  interior  of  BC,  including  the  Tsilquot'in 
Nation.  This  is  the  fourth  year  without  a salmon  treaty.  To  date,  Canada 
has  exerted  pressure  on  the  United  States  to  come  up  with  a treaty,  but 
has  been  unsuccessful.  This  year  there  was  a stakeholders'  process  where 
shareholders  from  Canada  and  the  United  States  had  to  come  up  with 
recommendations  for  a treaty.  That  process  failed. 

On  Duly  25,  following  the  blockade  of  an  Alaskan  ferry  off  Prince  Rupert 
in  protest  of  Alaskan  over-fishing,  two  envoys  were  appointed:  William 
Rucklehouse  to  represent  the  United  States  federal  government  and  Dr. 

David  Strangway  to  represent  Canada.  Their  mandate  is  to  come  up  with 
recommendations  for  a specific  salmon  treaty  by  the  end  of  this 
year. "There  is  a specific  salmon  commission  that  negotiates  with  the  US, 
and  there  are  First  Nations  people  involved  in  that,"  said  Diane  Lake 
from  the  Department  of  Fisheries . "Aboriginal  people  are  part  of  the 
process  in  trying  to  hammer  out  an  agreement,  but  so  far  they  have  not 
been  successful." 

The  lack  of  a salmon  treaty  threatens  Aboriginal  rights  to  fish  for  food, 
something  that  ignores  Canadian  law  as  it  was  spelled  in  the  Sparrow  Case. 
"According  to  Sparrow,  a Supreme  Court  case  in  1990,  the  first  priority 
in  fishing  is  conservation  to  ensure  that  there  are  enough  spawning 
salmon  to  replenish  the  stock.  The  second  priority  is  Native  subsistence 
fishing  or  food  fish,  and  the  third  priority  is  commercial  fishing," 
Tsilquot'in  spokesman  Wise  explained. 


CANADA  HAS  NO  JURISDICTION  OVER  SOVEREIGN  INDIGENOUS  NATIONS,  THEIR 
PEOPLES,  RESOURCES,  FISHERIES,  LANDS  AND  WATERS . ECOCIDE  IS  GENOCIDE! 
SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ISSUE,  CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM.  NO  TREATY  = NO  JURISDICTION 


David  Anderson,  Minister  of  Fisheries  Canada 
email:  min@www.ncr.dfo.ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : More  Graves  O.K.'d  for  Removal"  

Date:  Wed,  24  Sep  1997  09:20:04  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : Brentwood — more  graves  o.k.'d  for  removal!!! 

UUCP  email 

The  Brentwood  City  Council  met  last  night,  9/22/97,  and  authorized  the 
removal  of  another  35  native  graves  at  the  Brentwood  library  site. 

To  date  there  have  been  24  removals  and  of  these  18  were  children's 
graves.  These  children's  graves  were  'accidentally'  removed  by  soil 
stripping  of  the  site.  This  occurred  because  no  one,  other  than  the 
previous  landowner,  seems  to  have  known  there  was  a native 
cemetery/habitation  site  there. 

While  stating  the  plans  for  the  library  have  been  revamped  to  prevent 
any  more  than  35  more  removals,  that  remains  to  be  seen.  Reports  have 
surfaced  that  the  plans  for  a corner  of  the  building  keep  getting  changed 
and  it  seems  these  changes  tend  to  involve  more  grave  removals.  It  has 
been  reported  that  only  one  third  of  the  site  has  been  explored  and  77 
graves  found.  In  addition  forty  house  sites  have  been  identified.  This 
means  that  there  could  be  another  80  house  sites  and  over  150  more  graves! 

We  do  know  that  the  order  for  termination  of  cemetery,  clearing  the  way 
for  complete  removal  of  the  cemetery,  is  in  place  and  has  been  for  quite 
some  time. 

This  order  encompasses  the  building  and  building  future  expansion  and  the 
parking  lot  and  future  parking  lot  expansion  phases.  At  present  we  do 
not  have  a date  when  the  next  35  graves  will  be  removed,  but  are  sure  it 
will  be  very  soon.  Please  begin  a DAILY  faxing  to  the  following: 

ABC:  Fax  number  212-456-2700 

Attn:  VW  Folks  for  the  News  Assignment  Desk 
CBS:  Fax  number  212-975-1893 

Attn:  News  Assignment  Desk 
NBC:  Fax  number  201-583-5453 

Attn:  News  Assignment  Desk 
CNN:  Fax  number  404-681-3578 

Attn:  News  Assignment  Desk 
AND  Contact: 

Brentwood,  Tennessee  - Chamber  of  Commerce 

5211  Maryland  Way,  Suite  1080 
Brentwood,  TN  37027  USA 

Phone:  (615)  373-1595,  Fax:  (615)  373-8810 
E-mail:  info@brentwood . org 

State  of  Tennessee 

Department  of  Environment  and  Conservation 
Division  of  Archeology 
5013  Edmonson  Pike 
FAX  (615)  741-7329 

conservation@www . state . tn . us 
Governor  Don  Sundquist  615-532-9712 
dsundquist@mail . state. tn . us 
Vice-President  A1  Gore  615-259-8093 


vice.president@whitehouse.gov 
Senator  Frist  615-741-4606 

Fred  Thompson  senator_thompson@thompson.senate.gov 
TUSWECA 


"RE : Brentwood  Library"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Sep  1997  09:38:36  -0500 
From:  Raven  <cyndi- j@mindspring. com> 

Sub  j : Brentwood  Library 

UUCP  email 

The  Nashville  Tennessean 
Wednesday  September  24,  1997 

"Library  Will  Be  Cursed  For  Building  Over  Graves" 

Native  Americans  reject  panel's  decision. 

BRENTWOOD  --  Despite  reasoned  pleas  that  turned  into  anger  and  even  a 
curse  from  Native  Americans,  city  commissioners  have  reluctantly  approved  a 
revised  library  building  plan  requiring  removal  of  58  ancient  Indian  graves 

"We  are  talking  about  the  difference  in  a living  legacy  of  continuing 
racism  and  genocide  in  this  state  or  you  making  a stand  right  here  and 
saying  "We  are  going  to  be  a part  of  stopping  that."  You  could  be  an 
example  to  the  rest  of  the  country,  to  the  rest  of  the  world,"  Toye  Fleape, 
president  of  the  Alliance  For  Native  American  Indian  Rights,  told  the 
commission . 

Commissioners  voted  Monday  for  the  plan  that  will  preserve  at  least 
20  graves,  but  drew  the  line  at  halting  the  project  altogether  or 
revamping  the  design  of  the  parking  lot  where  18  children  and  infants  are 
buried . 

The  decision  was  not  easy,  commissioners  said  as  each  of  the  four 
present  spoke  about  the  difficult  choices  facing  them.  Time  is  a problem, 
since  the  parking  lot  needs  to  be  built  first  for  storage  of  building 
equipment  and  materials  and  winter  is  coming. 

"I  know  the  representatives  of  the  Native  American  community  probably 
don't  feel  we  have  done  everything  we  can  and  that  we  have  been  less  than 
sincere. .. .We  feel  like  we  have  tried.  We  saved  20  and  maybe  several 
hundred,"  Mayor  Anne  Dunn  said. 

State  archaeologist  Nick  Fielder  told  the  board  at  a Monday  afternoon 
work  session  that  the  site  likely  has  a large  number  of  Indian  burials. 

Under  the  original  plan,  part  of  the  40-acre  site  would  have  been 
used  as  fill  dirt  for  construction.  But  archaeologists  found  more  graves 
in  those  areas  and  the  city  instead  will  haul  in  the  needed  soil. 

The  archaeological  assessment,  grave  removal  and  design  changes  are 
expensive.  In  combination  with  work  needed  to  fix  unsuitable  soil 
conditions,  the  project's  cost  will  increase  by  $620,000  to  an  estimated 
$7.75  million  --  further  proof,  commissioners  say,  of  their  good  intentions 

"We  have  labored  with  this  graves  situation  for  four  weeks.  Any 
decision  we  make  tonight  we  do  not  take  lightly.  We  do  have  respect  for 
the  graves  out  there... Much  cost  has  been  incurred  because  we  do  have 
respect  for  the  people  who  are  buried  there,"  Commissioner  Doe  Reagan  said. 

But  the  Native  Americans  attending  the  work  session  and  Monday 
night's  meeting  were  not  convinced.  At  times  their  frustration  boiled  over 
into  anger. 

"That  library  will  be  cursed,  and  anyone  who  takes  part  in  the  removal 
of  the  graves  and  the  parents  who  send  their  children  to  that  library," 
said  Franklin  resident  Gilbert  Cupp. 

Cupp  scorned  comments  about  putting  a monument  on  the  grounds  or 
displaying  Native  American  exhibits  at  the  new  library. 

"Don't  put  up  a monument  or  Native  American  art  to  satisfy  your 
consciences.  Put  up  a plaque  with  the  truth  : "We  Desecrated  Graves." 
That's  what  you  are  doing,"  Cupp  said. 

Heape's  wife,  Allison  Shaw,  said  the  commissioners  are  too  concerned 
about  the  cost  of  finding  another  site,  building  the  parking  lot  elsewhere 


or  trying  to  build  the  lot  around  the  graves. 

"It  doesn't  matter  how  much  the  library  costs.  It  could  cost  50 
cents,  $50  or  $50  million.  Money  is  nothing.  What  is  important  is  what 
goes  on  in  your  heart,  in  your  mind,  in  your  spirit.  That's  what  lasts 
forever,"  Shaw  said. 

"RE : Bear  Lincoln  Found  Not  Guilty"  

Date:  Wed,  24  Sep  1997  01:04:18  -0700 
From:  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn . org> 

Sub j : BEAR  LINCOLN  NOT  GUILTY! 
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BEAR  LINCOLN  FOUND  NOT  GUILTY! 
preliminary  report 
by  Nicholas  Wilson 
9/23/97 

Bear  Lincoln  was  found  NOT  GUILTY  of  capital  murder  and  other  major 
charges  Tuesday,  September  23,  by  an  all-white  jury.  Lincoln,  a Wailaki 
Indian  resident  of  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation,  was  accused  of 
killing  Mendocino  Deputy  Sheriff  Bob  Davis  in  an  April  14,  1995,  shooting 
incident  on  the  reservation  in  which  Lincoln's  friend  Leonard  "Acorn"  Peters 
also  died  from  a bullet  fired  by  Davis.  Lincoln  faced  the  death  penalty  for 
first  degree  murder  of  Davis,  and  second  degree  murder  for  the  death  of 
Peters  (on  the  prosecution  theory  that  Lincoln  fired  the  first  shot, 
provoking  return  fire  by  the  deputies  that  killed  Peters).  Lincoln  was  also 
acquitted  of  two  counts  of  attempted  murder,  of  Davis  and  of  Davis' 
partner.  Deputy  Dennis  Miller.  The  jury  was  deadlocked  10-2  for  acquittal 
on  manslaughter  of  Davis,  and  a new  trial  before  a new  jury  will  likely  be 
held  on  that  charge,  beginning  as  soon  as  a new  jury  can  be  chosen. 

Meanwhile  Lincoln  was  freed  on  $50,000  bail  within  hours  after  the 
verdicts  were  read,  with  that  amount  based  on  prosecutor  Aaron  Williams 
contention  that  Lincoln  had  a prior  strike  for  a 1978  conviction,  doubling 
the  usual  bail  for  the  manslaughter  charge.  Lincoln  was  greeted  by  some  70 
jubilant  supporters  and  family  members  when  he  walked  out  of  jail  a free  man 
for  the  first  time  since  turning  himself  in  voluntarily  to  authorities 
August  16,  1995  at  the  San  Francisco  law  office  of  famed  defense  attorney 
3.  Tony  Serra. 

Besides  manslaughter,  Lincoln  still  faces  lesser  charges  of  four  counts  of 
illegal  firearms  possession,  and  these  counts  will  be  heard  in  a mini-trial 
beginning  Monday,  September  29.  These  counts  will  be  heard  by  the  same 
trial  jury  that  just  acquitted  Lincoln  of  the  major  charges.  3udge  3ohn  3. 
Golden  told  the  jury  that  they  could  expect  to  be  through  with  the  case 
after  next  week.  Some  jury  members  were  visibly  upset  to  learn  they  would 
not  be  released  today.  They  have  served  since  initially  summoned  April  15 
of  this  year.  The  charge  of  being  a previously  convicted  felon  in 
possession  of  a firearm  was  kept  secret  from  the  jury  until  after  reaching 
a verdict  on  the  murder  charges  because  informing  them  of  the  prior 
conviction  was  ruled  too  prejudicial.  When  Serra  asked  the  judge  if  the 
total  gag  order  would  remain  in  effect.  Golden  replied  "definitely."  The 
gag  order  bars  everyone  involved  in  the  trial,  including  Lincoln  himself, 
from  making  any  comment  to  the  public  or  the  media. 

3ailers  delayed  Lincoln's  release  as  long  as  possible,  sending  the 
attorneys  back  to  the  court  clerk  twice  for  what  the  jailers  said  was  the 
proper  forms.  The  court  clerk  said  she  had  never  before  had  to  issue  a 
certified  copy  of  the  release  order,  or  do  any  more  than  make  a phone  call 
to  the  jail  to  free  a prisoner  on  bail.  The  jailers  seemed  to  be  trying  to 
string  together  enough  piecemeal  delays  to  make  it  too  late  to  obtain  the 
documents  they  demanded,  and  to  then  keep  Lincoln  in  jail  another  night.  As 
Lincoln  walked  across  the  jail  parking  lot  with  his  local  attorney  Philip 
Delong,  he  was  subjected  to  what  could  be  interpreted  as  a threat  by  a 
plainclothes  sheriff's  deputy,  who  glared  and  gestured  menacingly  and 
accused  Lincoln  of  lying,  saying  "You  know  what  I mean." 

Lincoln  joined  family  members  and  supporters  at  a private  campground.  In 


a brief  interview  he  said  he  had  not  been  treated  too  badly  in  jail,  saying 
"they  didn't  beat  me  every  day/'  but  that  they  had  "pencil  whipped"  him, 
meaning  they  had  subjected  him  to  petty  bureaucratic  hassles.  He  expressed 
gratitude  for  the  dedication  of  supporters  who  kept  the  courtroom  filled 
every  day  of  the  trial,  and  who  held  a prayer  vigil  outside  the  courthouse 
during  jury  deliberations.  He  said  he  had  no  immediate  plans,  except  to 
take  things  hour  by  hour,  and  to  spend  time  with  his  family  and  his  horses, 
which  he  said  are  his  family  members  too. 

For  details  about  the  case  and  for  further  updates  please  read  the  Albion 
Monitor  online  newspaper,  which  has  been  providing  free,  in  depth  coverage 
of  the  case  for  more  than  two  years.  The  Albion  Monitor  is  readable  on  the 
World  Wide  Web  at  http://www.monitor.net/monitor 

"RE : National  Parks- Lawsuit  Settlement"  

Date:  Fri,  26  Sep  1997  10:27:23  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : National  Parks-Lawsuit  settlement 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE:  Tuesday,  September  23,  1997 
CONTACT:  D. 3 . Schubert,  (202)  588-5206 
Jasper  Carlton,  (303)  442-3037 
SETTLEMENT  REACHED  IN  LAWSUIT  OVER  NATIONAL  PARKS 

Parks  will  Study  Snowmobile  Trails  and  Other  Winter  Activities  that  Harm 
Wildlife 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  --  Today,  in  an  agreement  filed  in  U.S.  District  Court,  The 
Fund  for  Animals,  the  Biodiversity  Legal  Foundation,  the  Ecology  Center, 
Predator  Project,  and  several  other  co-plaintiffs  settled  their  lawsuit 
against  the  National  Park  Service  regarding  winter  use  activities  in 
Yellowstone  and  Grand  Teton  National  Parks.  One  such  activity  discussed  in 
the  settlement  agreement,  the  grooming  of  snowmobile  trails  in  Yellowstone, 
was  according  to  the  plaintiffs  a major  factor  leading  to  the  gruesome 
slaughter  of  more  than  1,000  bison  last  winter. 

As  agreed  to  in  the  settlement,  the  National  Park  Service  will: 

* Prepare  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement  to  evaluate  thoroughly  and 
comprehensively  the  impact  of  winter  use  activities  on  Yellowstone  and  Grand 
Teton  National  Parks. 

* Consult  with  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  over  the  impacts  of  winter 
use  activities,  including  snowmobiling  and  trail  grooming,  on  threatened  and 
endangered  species,  including  the  gray  wolf  and  grizzly  bear. 

* Prepare  an  Environmental  Assessment  evaluating  the  impact  of  closing  at 
least  one  road  segment  to  winter  use  this  year  and  in  subsequent  winters, 
until  the  EIS  is  completed,  to  study  the  impact  of  snowmobile  trail  grooming 
on  bison.  This  is  the  first  time  ever  that  one  or  more  trail  segments  are 
likely  to  be  closed  in  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

"This  will  not  end  the  indiscriminate  and  unnecessary  slaughter  of  bison 
outside  of  Yellowstone,  but  it  establishes  an  important  precedent  for  trail 
closures  to  study  the  impact  of  grooming  on  bison,"  says  D.J.  Schubert,  a 
wildlife  biologist  with  The  Fund  for  Animals.  "Ultimately  we  believe  that  to 
protect  America's  bison,  trail  grooming  and  snowmobile  use  in  Yellowstone 
must  cease  and  Yellowstone's  thirty  year  experiment  as  a National  Playground 
must  end." 

Adds  Jasper  Carlton,  director  of  BLF,  "We  commend  the  Park  Service  for 
agreeing  to  conduct  this  analysis,  but  it  is  long  overdue.  This  will  be  the 
first  meaningful  analysis  of  the  impacts  of  winter  use  on  the  environment 
and  should  result  in  fundamental  changes  to  winter  management." 

A copy  of  the  seven-page  settlement  is  available  upon  request, 
http : //www .fund.org 

"RE;  a Mother's  Plea  for  Help" 


Date:  Fri,  26  Sep  97  16:58:53  -0600 


From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub  j : A mother's  plea  for  help 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

To  all.  Please  read  - do  what  you  can.  Best,  John  B 
Subject:  A mother's  plea  for  help 
Date:  9/26/97  4:53  PM 

Dear  friends  in  Indian  Country. 

We  are  forwarding  this  letter  to  you  from  our  daughter  Beryl  Rock, 
regarding  our  grandson  Freaman.  We  hope  that  you  will  forward  this  letter 
to  anyone  who  might  be  able  to  help  raise  funds  for  his  legal 
representation . 

Mii  Gwetch, 

Bernard  and  Feather  Rock 


September  18,  1997 

I would  like  to  introduce  myself.  My  name  is  Beryl  Rock,  Anishinabe, 
mother,  grandmother.  Cultural  Coordinator  for  Women  of  Nations/Eagle's  Nest 
Shelter. 

I am  making  a personal  request  to  you.  I would  like  to  present  the  story 
that  happened  and  changed  my  life  for  ever.  The  event  that  took  place  is 
heart  breaking  to  those  involved.  It  was  a tragic  accident  that  took  the 
life  of  one  young  woman  and  injured  her  friend.  For  the  family  we  say 
prayers  for  their  loss.  It  also  changed  a life  for  someone  who  made  a bad 
decision.  I would  like  to  present  my  case  for  my  son's  freedom. 

The  accident  that  took  placed  involved  my  son,  the  victims  and  another 
driver.  The  car  my  son  was  driving  hit  the  victim's  car  head  on,  another  car 
came  along  and  hit  her  car,  the  victim  died  at  the  scene.  The  other  driver 
was  charged  with  DUI,  no  license,  no  insurance  and  fleeing  the  scene  of  an 
accident.  My  son  was  charged  with  vehicular  homicide  and  vehicular  assault. 

The  pain,  the  heart  break  as  I first  received  word  of  the  tragedy,  only  to 
give  thanks  for  my  son  whose  life  was  spared,  and  offering  prayer  for  the 
young  woman  and  her  family. 

As  a mother  who  knows  and  loves  her  eldest  son  and  seen  him  grow  into  a 
fine  young  gentleman,  very  responsible  and  caring.  I felt  great  pain  for 
him  each  day,  asking  the  Creator  to  watch  over  him,  I sat  and  wondered 
about  him  every  moment,  how  was  he  holding  up,  confused  by  the  accident, 
confused  by  the  court  system  as  he  sat  behind  bars  and  wondering  what  was 
going  to  happen  to  him,  pain  from  the  accident  itself,  and  he  had  just 
walked  into  a nightmare.  Young  and  never  been  in  trouble,  not  knowing  what 
to  expect  and  feeling  so  all  alone. 

The  week  before  I took  my  trip  to  see  him,  was  a living  nightmare  for  me,  I 
couldn't  eat,  sleep  and  would  cry  unexpectedly.  Not  knowing  how  he  was 
doing,  wanting  to  hold  my  son  and  telling  him  that  no  matter  what,  I still 
loved  him.  That  I would  stand  with  him  and  give  ail  the  help  that  I could 
render.  Before  I left  I called  the  jail  and  scheduled  a visitation  with 
him,  as  I walked  into  the  small  visiting  room,  and  as  my  son  walked  in,  his 
mouth  fell  open  and  he  said  "Mom."  I was  the  last  person  he  expected  to 
see,  because  I live  so  far  away,  in  another  state.  I could  see  how 
relieved  and  happy  he  was  to  see  me.  I will  never  forget  the  look  on  his 
face.  Fie  said,  " I just  mailed  you  a letter  today."  I later  received  the 
letter  and  he  explained  what  happened  that  day.  It  broke  my  heart  when  he 
said  he  was  sorry  that  he  brought  shame  to  the  family  and  that  he  hoped 
that  we  didn't  love  him  any  less,  that  he  was  the  same  son  that  I given 
birth  too. 

There  is  so  many  unanswered  questions  that  need  to  be  cleared  up,  but  there 
is  one  thing  I know  for  a fact  is  that  my  son  will  not  receive  a fair 
hearing  in  that  county  or  town. 

The  accident  took  place  in  Chelan  County,  in  Washington,  the  family  of  the 
girl,  are  quite  well  known.  Fler  father  is  a school  board  member  of  the 
community.  The  local  newspaper  has  continued  to  publish  stories  about  the 
family.  A letter  was  sent  to  the  Editor,  about  my  son  and  that  continuous 
publication  of  the  victim's  family  wilt  do  harm  to  my  son  in  receiving  a 
fair  hearing. 


I talked  to  several  attorneys,  but  that  didn't  work  out.  One  wanted  to  add 
a clause  in  the  contract  that  he  could  drop  the  case  whenever  he  felt  he 
could.  That  didn't  sound  encouraging.  Another  one  knew  the  family.  My 
son  was  given  a court  appointed  attorney  and  this  attorney  had  many  cases 
to  present  in  a day,  he  finally  met  with  my  son  a few  minutes  before  court. 

My  son  asked  his  attorney  to  make  a motion  for  a change  of  venue 
(publicity  would  damage  his  chances  for  a fair  hearing) . The  attorney 
replied  that  a change  of  venue  could  not  be  guaranteed  and  he  did  not  go 
forth  with  the  motion.  Not  acting  in  the  best  interest  of  his  client. 

This  attorney  has  since  then  resigned  from  the  case  due  to  "conflict  of 
interest"  his  firm  is  now  representing  the  second  driver  in  the  accident. 

I need  to  see  that  my  son  gets  a fair  hearing,  this  is  a very  serious 
matter  with  very  serious  consequences.  My  son  is  willing  to  take 
responsibility  for  what  happened.  And  has  accepted  the  fact  that  without 
good  legal  representation  he  will  have  to  sit  behind  bars  and  have  a felony 
charge  forever  on  his  record.  My  son  is  not  a criminal,  this  was  a very 
tragic  accident.  And  i feel  that  with  good  legal  representation  that  this 
will  be  proven  in  court  and  he  will  be  at  least  given  the  best  help  through 
2 lawyers,  Deborah  Ellis  and  Kate  Latimer,  who  I have  met  with  and  asked 
for  their  help.  They  have  agreed  to  take  the  case.  In  order  to  retain 
their  services,  I need  to  make  a plea  for  donations.  Our  family  does  not 
have  the  financial  resources,  which  limits  us  from  good  quality  legal 
representation.  With  added  hope,  encouragement  and  support  given  to  me  by 
friends,  I am  very  committed  to  helping  my  son,  we  will  be  working 
diligently  at  raising  money  through  Indian  Taco  Sales,  asking  for 
donations,  working  on  finding  someone  to  help  do  a benefit. 

Will  you  please  help?  We  can  give  one  poor  young  Native  American  Indian 
man  a chance  to  a fair  hearing  with  the  help  of  good  legal  representation . 

As  a mother  I know  in  my  heart  that  my  son  is  not  a *criminal*  and  that  he 
was  involved  in  a very  tragic  accident,  that's  what  it  was,  an  accident 
without  any  intention  of  hurting  anyone. 

Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  letter  from  the  two  women  who  are  willing  to  make 
a difference,  and  give  him  a chance  at  liberty  and  justice  for  all. 

If  you  have  any  questions  please  feel  free  to  call:  (612)  222-5830,  ext.  107 
Peace  and  Love 
all  my  sincerest  gratitude. 

Beryl  D.  Rock 

From: 

Deborah  Ellis,  Lawyer 
700  Saint  Paul  Building 
Six  West  Fifth  Street 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota  55102 

September  10,  1997 

Dear  Ms.  Rock 

We  enjoyed  meeting  with  you  last  week  to  discuss  your  son's  case  pending 
in  Washington  State.  We  are  very  interested  in  providing  legal 
representation  to  your  son.  We  understand  that  your  son  is  charged  with 
criminal  vehicular  homicide.  As  yet  we  have  not  received  any  reports  or  a 
copy  of  the  complaint  from  your  son's  public  defender. 

We  are  willing  to  jointly  represent  your  son  for  a flat  retainer  fee  for 
legal  services  of  $25,000.00  plus  costs.  Since  this  case  will  require 
travel  and  lodging  in  Washington,  prior  to  getting  involved  in  the  case,  we 
would  require  $5,000.00  to  put  in  a client  trust  account  to  be  used  as 
needed  for  expenses  in  the  case.  If  we  do  not  use  all  $5,000.00,  the 
balance  from  the  expense  account  would  be  returned.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
there  were  additional  expenses  which  we  incur,  with  your  prior  approval, 
you  will  be  responsible  for  those  additional  costs. 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  either  of  us  if  you  have  any  questions.  Since 
there  is  a trial  date  in  this  case  very  soon,  you  should  make  a decision  as 
soon  as  possible.  We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 

Very  truly  yours 


Deborah  Ellis 
Kate  Latimer 


Trial  date  has  been  set  for  November  4,  1997  in  Chelan  County  Washington 

"RE : Peltier  Senate  Oversight  Hearing"  

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Date:  Fri,  26  Sep  1997  01:36:16  -0400  (EDT) 

Subject:  N.A.S.L.  - LEONARD  PELTIER  UPDATE 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Sub j : Senate  Oversight  Hearing  Info ...  Leonard  Peltier 
Date:  Thu,  25  Sep  1997  11:08:52  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FREEPLTIER@aol.com 

My  relatives. 

Having  spoken  to  Dim  Robideau,  Leonard's  cousin  and  member  of  the  National 
Task  Force  on  these  hearings,  last  night  I have  the  following  information  to 
report . 

Meetings  with  representatives  of  Sen.  Nighthorse-Campbell  and  Sen.  Inouye 
have  gone  well.  It  appears  that  the  Oversight  Hearings  concerning  FBI 
misconduct  in  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier  will  be  happening. .. probably  in 
Danuary . 

Word  from  capitol  hill  is  that  the  Senators  are  NOT  hearing  from  the  public 
on  this  issue.  The  strongest  opponents  to  these  hearings  are: 

Sen.  Slade  Gorton  (WA) 

730  Hart  Senate  Office  Bldg 
Washington,  D.C.  20510 
(202)  224-3441 
(202)  224-9393  Fax 
and 

Sen.  Orrin  Hatch  (UT) 

131  Russell  Senate  Office  Bldg 
Washington  D.C.  20510 
(202)  224-5251 

email : senator_hatch@hatch . senate.gov 

We  MUST  take  the  time  to  contact  these  individuals  and  demand  that  they 
support  these  hearings  on  Leonard's  behalf.  The  time  for  action  is  NOW. 

Christmas  has  come  and  gone  several  times  while  President  Clinton  has  been 
in  office  and  the  rumors  of  a "Christmas  Pardon"  or  "Christmas  Clemency" 
have  not  come  to  pass.  We  CANNOT  depend  on  President  Clinton  to  make  good 
on  his  "tradition"  of  these  types  of  release  for  Leonard. 

Witnesses  to  the  action  at  Dumping  Bull  in  1975  have  been  contacted  and 
are  prepared  to  testify.  The  National  Task  Force  is  working  day  and  night  to 
prepare  for  the  upcoming  Oversight  Hearings.  Donors  from  across  the  country 
are  prepared  to  donate  food,  transportation,  lodging  and  assistance  while 
this  delegation  is  in  D.C.  We  will  need  all  the  people  that  can  possibly 
make  it  to  D.C.  during  the  hearings  to  come  and  be  a part  of  the  event  that 
may  well  be  the  turning  point  for  Leonard's  freedom.  The  LPDC's  convergence 
on  D.C.  is  coming  up  in  October  and  they  can  use  your  help  and  support. 

Please  contact  the  LPDC  for  details. 

Right  now,  we  MUST  continue  to  call,  write,  fax  and  email  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  that  will  be  holding  these  hearings.  Let  Sens. 
Nighthorse-Campbell,  Inouye  and  McCain  know  that  we  appreciate  their 
recognition  of  the  need  for  these  hearings.  Let  Sens.  Hatch  and  Gorton  know 
that  we  DEMAND  their  participation  and  support. 

We  are,  today,  one  step  closer  than  yesterday  to  securing  freedom  for  our 
brother  Leonard.  Small  victories  are  being  won  across  the  nation  for  Indian 
people.  Small  victories  that  we  feel  are  leading  up  to  a large  victory.  The 
Freedom  of  our  brother. 


Take  the  time.  You  have  shown  an  interest  in  Leonard's  freedom.  You  have 
dedicated  your  support  to  his  cause.  NOW  is  the  time  to  make  good  on  your 
word . 

Write,  call,  email  and  fax  the  members  of  the  committee  and  your  own  Senators 
to  voice  your  support  of  Leonard  Peltier.  Do  it  today. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse  and  In  Struggle, 

Andy  Mader 

AIM,  Arizona  Chapter 
and 

National  Task  Force  on  Senate  Oversight  Hearings  for  Leonard  Peltier. 

- — "RE:  Cherokee  Nation  District  Court"  — 

Date:  Mon,  28  Sep  1997  19:58:31  EDT 
From:  SbrWarrior 

Sub j : Cherokee  Nation  District  Court 

http: //www. geocities . com/Heart land/Prairie/5918/">The  Cherokee  Observer 

The  Cherokee  Observer  obtained  a copy  of  the  following  letter. 

CHEROKEE  NATION  DISTRICT  COURT 
P.0.  Box  948 

Tahlequah,  Oklahoma  74465 
918-458-6299 

September  25,  1997 
Chief  Justice  Ralph  F.  Keen 
Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal 
Cherokee  Nation 
Dear  Justice  Keen: 

I have  reviewed  your  correspondence  dated  September  15,  1997. 
and  assume  your  offer  to  allow  me  to  return  to  the  Judicial  Branch 
includes  completely  vacating  the  Order  of  May  14,  Order  of  May  16,  and 
Order  of  June  3,  1997,  as  no  petition,  motion  nor  response  have  been 
requested  nor  have  any  summons  or  service  been  issued  on  these  Ex  Parte 
Orders.  Assuming  that  this  is  agreeable  to  all  of  the  JAT  Justices, 
once  the  Order  vacating  these  earlier  Orders  has  been  filed.  I believe 
your  assessment  is  correct  that  we  could  begin  discussion  of  the  process 
of  returning  the  District  Court  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse. 

To  facilitate  this  move,  I would  request  that  you,  myself  and 
Charles  Head,  who  is  the  Self-Governance  Coordinator  at  the  Cherokee 
Nation,  meet  to  discuss  how  to  best  utilize  Self-Governance  money,  which 
funds  the  District  Court,  to  effect  the  transition  of  the  return  of  the 
District  Court  to  the  Courthouse. 

Further,  be  advised  that  Chief  Joe  Byrd,  as  provided  by  20  CNCA 
Section  18,  has  appointed  a Clerk  of  the  District  Court  on  a full  time 
basis.  The  executive  Branch's  desire  to  support  additional  permanent 
positions  with  the  District  Court,  thus  freeing  the  clerks  employed  by 
the  JAT  to  work  there  full-time,  not  only  provides  needed  personnel  for 
the  growing  case  loads  of  the  Courts,  but  helps  to  implement  the 
recommendations  of  the  Massad  Commission  Report  and  the  Moratorium 
signed  in  Washington  D.C.  on  August  25th. 

Also,  I am  sure  that  you  are  aware  that  J.  Dewayne  Littlejohn 
has  been  appointed  as  Associate  District  Judge  by  Chief  Joe  Byrd  and 
confirmed  by  the  Council  in  June,  1997.  He  has  brought  a very 
knowledgeable  background  in  civil  and  criminal  law  which  complements  the 
other  positions  within  the  District  Court. 

I am  proud  to  report  that  during  the  time  the  Courthouse  was 
temporarily  closed,  all  public  defenders,  prosecutors,  workers.  Judges 
and  Court  personnel,  utilizing  space  provided  by  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
continued  to  operate  the  District  Court,  thus  keeping  cases  up-to-date 
and  taking  care  of  the  District  Court's  business  on  a timely  basis.  A 
statistical  report  is  provided  for  your  review  and  will  be  mailed  to 
your  office  monthly. 

Again,  I suggest  that  we  begin  discussions  to  prepare  for  moving 


the  District  Court  back  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  Courthouse.  Ideally 
then,  we  would  be  prepared  to  move  as  soon  as  the  Tribal  Council  has 
taken  action  on  the  Massad  Report  and  the  Moratorium  agreed  to  in  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Department  of  Interior  Agreement  signed  August  25th. 

I await  your  Order  Vacating  the  Orders  of  May  14,  May  16,  and 
Dune  3,  1997.  Additionally,  a note  regarding  a convenient  time  to  set 
up  the  suggested  meeting  would  be  appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

/s/Tina  Iordan, 

District  Dudge 
of  the  Cherokee  Nation 
cc:  Chief  Byrd 

Dudge  Littlejohn 
Dustice  Viles 
Dustice  Birdwell 
All  Council  Members 

"RE : Christian  Genocide,  Then  and  Now"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Sep  1997  22:57:51  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Christian  genocide,  then  and  now 

: - : - : - :S . I . S. I .S . / Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
Sept.  27,  1997  Bulletin 

Canadian  Colonialism:  Church  and  State  Still  Ugly  Bedfellows 

"I  have  not  come  to  get  your  lands...  but  to  enlighten  your  minds. 

There  is  but  one  religion,  and  you  have  never  worshipped  the  Great 
Spirit  in  a manner  acceptable  to  him  but  have  all  your  lives  been 
in  great  error  and  darkness..." 

--  1805  Evangelical  missionary 

"Brother:  We  do  not  wish  to  destroy  your  religion,  or  take  it  from 
you.  We  only  want  to  enjoy  our  own...  we  are  told  that  you  have 
been  preaching  to  the  white  people  in  this  place.  These  people 
are  our  neighbors.  We  are  acquainted  with  them.  We  will  wait  a 
little  while,  and  see  what  effect  your  preaching  has  upon  them. 

If  we  find  it  does  them  good,  makes  them  honest  and  less  disposed 
to  cheat  Indians,  we  will  consider  again  of  what  you  have  said." 

--  Chief  Red  Dacket,  Seneca  Nation,  in  reply 

The  Christian  Churches  have  a lot  of  Indigenous  blood  on  their  hands. 

From  the  Conquistadores  to  the  genocidal  residential  schools,  the 
Christian  Churches  wrought  havoc  and  cultural  genocide  upon  the  Sovereign 
Indigenous  Nations  of  the  Americas.  In  the  present  period  this  continues 
via  the  Christian  Churches'  continued  active  support  of  settler-state 
usurpation  fraud  and  genocide.  In  Canada  church-state  constellations 
continue  to  systematically  erode  core  structures  of  Indigenous  identity, 
culture  and  sovereignty. 

This  church-state  genocide  manifests  both  in  the  continued 
"Christianization"  of  indigenous  nationals  into  the  Christian  cult  and 
"euro"  worldview,  as  well  as  by  the  support  and  furtherance  of  state 
sponsored  extinguishment  and  termination  strategies  such  as  the  BC  Treaty 
Commission.  This  is  facilitated  by  the  churches'  continued  influence 
within  the  state  itself,  as  is  the  case  of  BC's  Native  Affairs  Minister 
who  is  also  a Minister  of  the  United  Church  of  Canada,  and  by  church 
lobbies  such  as  ARC  (Aboriginal  Rights  Coalition)  and  Project  North,  whose 
exclusive  promotion  and  fundraising  for  what  traditional  sovereigntists 
refer  to  as  "the  sellout  agenda"  have  contributed  to  systematic 
suppression  and  deprivation  of  support  for  dissenting  voices  or  those 
critical  of  continuing  church-state  genocide  and  neo-colonialism. 

In  the  most  recent  edition  of  Island  Christian  Info,  which  describes 
itself  as  "a  monthly  tabloid  with  news  and  observations,  through  quality 
journalism,  from  a deliberately  Christian  perspective,"  a couple  of  items 
are  interesting: 

In  the  first,  "Indigenous  Team  Shares  Desus  at  the  Games",  we  are  told  of 


how  30  Christians  worked  the  recent  North  American  Indigenous  Games 
"manning  a busy  booth  at  the  Cultural  village  in  Sidney,  and  sponsored  a 
"youth-quake"  event  which  drew  several  thousand".  Also  distributed  were 
hundreds  of  "copies  of  the  lesus  video...  they  went  fast...  Hundreds  of 
bibles  were  also  picked  up  from  the  table.  Cree  bibles  were  the  first  to 
go,  as  Cree  speakers  were  the  majority  at  the  games.  Bibles  in  other 
tribal  languages,  as  well  as  English,  found  new  homes  with  spiritual 
hungry  aboriginals.  As  well  as  bibles,  two  titles  on  family  life  and  sex 
were  available  at  the  booth,  along  with  other  literature.." 

Even  more  alarming  is  "Christians  in  Aboriginal  Negotiations  - The  Untold 
Story" : 

"A  number  of  clearly-committed  Christians,  many  of  them  aboriginal,  are 
currently  playing  significant  roles  in  First  Nations  matters  in  BC.  Those 
roles  emerge  in  various  sectors  of  the  extensive  network  of  negotiations 
currently  underway  in  the  province.  But,  additionally,  there  appears  to  be 
substantial  input  from  Christians  in  the  economic  development  area.  To 
many  First  Nations  leaders,  economic  well  being  for  their  people  is  as 
important  in  the  short  run  as  is  the  negotiation  process  in  the  longer 
term. 

"The  presence  of  Christian  input  in  these  processes  is,  to  this  point,  not 
a well  known  story  in  non-native  communities  - Christian  or  otherwise.  As 
a result,  many  non-native  Christian  British  Columbians  believe  that  native 
leadership  is  working  to  an  anti-Christian,  anti-white  agenda.  Endemic  to 
that  perceived  agenda  is  the  assumption  that  BC  aboriginals  want  to 
subjugate  the  non-native  descendants  of  those  who  crushed  them  in  the  19th 
and  early  20th  centuries." 

On  the  contrary,  the  article  goes  on  to  stress:  "those  Christians  who  are 
involved  with  First  Nations  groups  in  either  negotiation  or  economic 
development  would  want  to  allay  those  fears".  We  are  told  that  "Christian 
faith,  not  some  secular  or  pagan  vision"  is  the  basis  of  involvement.  What 
follows  is  a selected  look  at  Christian  influence  deep  within  the  ongoing 
BC  Treaty  negotiations.  These  include  "the  vice-chair  of  lands  and 
resources  negotiations"  for  the  "ruling  body  of  a First  Nation  community 
which  claims  traditional  territory  covering  10%  of  BC...  one  of  the 
largest  land  claims  in  British  Columbia."  This  individual  we  are  informed 
was  saved  from  "the  influence  of  alcohol  and  other  hounds  of  hell"  by  a 
"Terry  Winter  meeting  in  Whitehorse"  and  "the  entry  of  the  Vineyard 
movement  into  his  community  in  the  late  1980s....  It  was  the  Vineyard 
movement  that  gave  him  the  confidence  to  learn  the  negotiation  process 
which  led  to  his  present  job."  Two  Nisga'as  are  also  profiled  who 
"participated  in  group  meetings  about  the  well  publicized  agreement-in 
principle  reached  a year  ago." 

Also  profiled  is  one  of  the  "behind  the  scenes  people  in  many  of  the 
current  aboriginal  processes...  She  has  worked  for  ARC  in  recent  years  and 
moves,  in  September,  to  Vancouver  School  of  Theology.  There  she  will 
provide  administrative  support  for  VST's  native  ministries  consortium, 
which  is  involved  in  theological  education  and  explores  Christianity, 
spirituality  and  the  sacraments  from  a native  perspective." 

"In  the  course  of  her  work,  she  may  come  across  Paul  Nettleton,  a Liberal 
Member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  who  has  just  taken  on  the  aboriginal 
economic  development  critic's  role  for  the  official  opposition  in 
Victoria.  Nettleton,  whose  constituency  is  Prince  George/Omineca,  attends 
Nechako  Christian  Fellowship...  the  son  of  a Pentecostal  minister,  his 
aboriginal  experience  comes  out  of  his  practice  in  a Dene  run  Prince 
George  law  firm.  A deep  faith  in  Christ,  along  with  the  kind  of 
relationship  building  which  goes  on  in  many  Christian  and  aboriginal 
communities,  forms  much  of  the  backdrop  to  the  way  he  handles  First 
Nations  issues.  When  he  is  not  in  the  legislative  assembly  in  Victoria,  he 
spends  a fair  amount  of  time  in  the  Atlin  area,  working  with  Native  groups 
as  they  track  activities  relating  to  the  reopening  of  a mine  in  the  area. 

He  enjoys  working  out  joint  venture  arrangements  which  see  the  bands 
receive  economic  benefits  from  the  exploiting  of  resources  in  their 
areas ..." 

"Nettleton  sees...  a chief  in  the  Vanderhoof  area  who  has  been  active  in 
The  Gathering,  as  pivotal  to  a number  of  aboriginal/Christian  initiatives 


in  BC.  The  Gathering  is  an  occasional  charismatic  event  which  draws 
together  several  thousand  at  a time  for  worship  and  teaching,  in  various 
BC  locations." 

The  role  of  the  Christian  Churches  in  actively  promoting  and  participating 
in  processes  described  by  Haida  elder  Lavina  White  as  "the  legitimization 
of  the  theft  of  our  lands"  demonstrates  their  persistence  as  a continuing 
feature  of  Canadian  settler-state  colonialism  and  genocide. 
<=<=<=<=<=<=<=<=<=<=<=<=<=< =<=0000= >=>=>=>=>=>=>=>=>=>=>=>=>=>= >=>=>=>=> 
"When  the  white  man  came,  we  had  the  land  and  he  had  the  bibles. 

Now  we  have  the  bibles  and  he  has  our  land."  --  old  native  saying 
<=<=<=<=<=<=<=<=<=<=<=<=<=< =<=0000= >=>=>=>=>=>=>=>=>=>=>=>=>=>= >=>=>=>=> 

AN  END  TO  CHRISTIAN  COLONIZATION  AND  COMPLICITY  IN  GENOCIDE 
<<=> SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER,  CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM<<=>> 

)0oo  ._. . DECOLONIZE  NOW . ._.ooO( 

Island  Christian  Info:  http://www.cinevision.com/info 
email:  cine@ampse.com 
More  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  Process: 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ Clark/BCgovt . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Vernal  Cross  Response"  

From:  "Kathie  Tennery"  <cwpub@visuallink. com> 

Date:  Sun,  28  Sep  1997  19:32:54  -0500 

Sub j : Recent  post  concerning  some  special  people... 

UUCP  email 
Khwe, 

Am  not  sure  what  to  write.. this  concerns  a recent  post  from  Darlene 
Cross  posted  by  Mike  Simms  about  people  who  are  not  authorized/  given 
power  through  the  passing  of  Vernal  Cross  a man  of  the  people  who 
spent  his  life  promoting  harmony  among  the  people... who  had  a message 
of  Unity  for  all  he  encountered  along  his  path... who  spread  a message 
of  hope  and  love  for  the  people. 

Steve  McCullough  and  Vernal  worked  together  for  years,  considered 
each  other  strong  men  who  stood  for  the  people.. and  respected  each 
other's  work.. indeed  often  worked  together..  I am  told  the  same  of 
the  others  who  were  mentioned  in  this  post.. 

Vernal  and  Darlene  have  14  children . .Many  strong  sons  who  follow 
the  vision  of  their  father.. and  honor  and  respect  the  ways  of  the 
people... and  who  respect  and  work  with  Steve  McCulloough. 

I don't  thoroughly  understand  the  motivation  behind  the  posting  I 
read  earlier  this  week.. but  know  in  truth  it  is  contrary  in  Spirit  to 
what  Vernal  stood  for  all  his  life. . 

When  I read  posts  such  as  the  one  posted... I need  to  ask  "Does  it 
benefit  the  people? . .Does  it  promote  Unity  among  the  people?"  or 
does  it  turn  one  against  another .. spread  statements  that  are  not 
true. .or  partially  true... who  benefits? 

There  is  adequate  documentation  that  Vernal  has  authorized  Steve  to 
lead  the  Sundance  in  Indiana . .Vernal  was  due  there  for  ceremony  the 
Tuesday  after  he  died.. he  was  sorely  missed.. His  sons  who 
attended  are  sorrowful  at  the  loss  of  their  parent.. they  have  pledged 
to  change  nothing  from  how  it  has  been  done.. how  it  has  been 
authorized  by  Vernal  that  it  BE  done... 

Have  been  told  that  people  who  are  hurt.. hurt  others  unnecessarily  in 


their  pain .. sometimes  lashing  out  at  bystanders... 

Am  sorry  this  rambles .. have  just  received  word  another  friend  has  died 
and  it  is  hard  to  think  coherently. . 

I would  like  to  request  prayers  that  this  be  resolved .. painful  wounds 
be  healed... and  that  the  people  benefit... 

In  that  Spirit  of  Unity, 

Ishgooda 


"RE : Neuse  River  in  NC  is  Dying"  

Date:  Sat,  27  Sep  1997  00:54:16  -0400 

From:  "Sara  Emily  Whitford"  <sara@carolinadata . com> 

Sub j : The  Neuse  River  in  NC  is  Dying  a Slow  and  Painful  Death 

UUCP  email 

Please  think  about  including  this  in  the  next  Wotanging  Ikche. 

This  was  written  by  my  mother  (Teresa  Morris): 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

From:  Teresa  Morris  (water_lily@rocketmail.com) 

To:  Gary  Night  Owl  (gars@netcom.com) 

My  name  is  Teresa  Morris.  I was  taught  as  a young  girl  that  fished  along 
the  banks  of  the  NEUSE  RIVER  in  NC  with  a cane  fishing  pole  in  my  hand  . . . 
Our  waters  are  sacred ...  They  are  the  source  of  life.  I took  much  for 
granted....  I am  writing  this  as  a plea  for  help  because  the  NEUSE  RIVER  in 

NC  is  now  tired...  crying  out  for  help  and  I ask Who  will  answer  her 

callPOur  children  will  not  be  able  to  experience  the  NEUSE  as  our  ancestors 
once  did.  Regardless .. .they  deserve  healthy  waters  Do  you  care  enough  to 
come  together  for  the  sake  of  our  children  and  future  grandchildren,  right 
here,  right  now?  All  relations  should  be  able  to  share  in  the  same 
experiences  as  our  ancestors  did  growing  up  along  the  waters  edge.  .. 
Today,,  this  is  no  longer  the  case.  My  son  cannot  stand  in  the  same  spot  I 
once  fished  with  a fishing  pole  in  his  hand  and  eat  what  comes  from  the 
waters.  I'm  worried  sick  because  I now  witness  in  living  color  what  I had 
never  dreamed  would  happen  as  a little  girl  many  moons  ago..  I simply  took 
it  for  granted.  The  Neuse  was  always  suppose  to  be  here  for  me,  for  my 
family  to  enjoy  and  generations  yet  to  come.  I trusted  that  others  would 

make  sure  it  always  would  be.  I took  this  for  granted If  you  are 

Tuscarora,  or  friends  of  the  Tuscarora,  the  Neuse  River  in  NC  really  needs 
your  help.&  prayers.  We  need  to  come  together  and  work  hard  for  timely 
solutions  that  will  insure  she  heals.  I wonder  how  many  other  children, 
grandchildren  will  be  unable  to  enjoy  this  rightful  passage  . . . ( This  was 
part  of  our  heritage,  way  of  life,  memories..  . ) I am  from  downeast  coastal 
NC  (home  of  the  wild  horses  of  Shackelford  Banks/Cape  Lookout/Craven 
County-Neuse  River),  neck  of  the  woods... Bear  Flole  Road . . . .Chatooka, 

Long  ago  many  of  our  TUSCARORA  ancestors  walked  this  land  and  fished  these 
waters.  This  was  their  homeland.  Today  it  is  ours  and  the  Neuse  River  where 
many  of  the  TUSCARORA  once  fished,  traded,  traveled,  bathed,  prayed  is 
dying.  I am  an  instructor  at  2 local  colleges  teaching  a course  titled, 

"The  American  Indian:  A Revival".  A good  portion  of  this  class  focuses  and 
elevates  the  priceless  contributions  and  sacrifices  of  our  ancestors. 

Please  know  that  I do  not  consider  myself  to  be  an  expert  but  a lifelong 
student.  I believe  it  is  important  to  teach  by  example  and  to  remember  that 
calling  oneself  an  American  Indian  carries  with  it  a responsibility ...  a 

daily  walk  in  faith a focus  on  being  self-reliant  and  offering  real 

solutions  that  bring  harmony  and  peace.  I respect  the  GREAT  LAW  OF  PEACE 
and  the  ways  of  the  LONGHOUSE.  I value  the  wisdom  of  our  elders,  the  clan 
mothers,  the  chiefs  and  faithkeepers . The  Tuscarora  Nation  needs  our 
abiding  love,  prayers  and  strength.  Plant  fruitful  seeds  of  peace ....  build 
bridges  for  a better  tomorrow.  I believe  we  are  the  voices  of  our 
ancestors.  Our  choices  and  daily  actions  will  help  honor  them  in  ways  they 

can  smile and  the  children  will  understand  the  value  of  being 

productive  right  where  you  are  by  our  examples.  We  are  their  living  role 
models. . .They  are  watching  us..  We  must  not  let  them  down..  I have  learned 


that  We  take  so  much  for  granted. . .family. . .friends. .. .the  land  and  waters. 

We  are  to  be  caretakers  and  recognize  everything  is  related 

interconnected.  In  the  beginning  we  were  given  everything  we  needed  to 
stay  happy,  healthy,  fruitful.  We  need  to  get  our  priorities  in 
order,  exercise  our  minds,  hands  and  feet  work  in  the  soil  and  remember 
where  we  truly  come  from.  There  is  1 planet  earth,  1 moon,  1 sun,  the  human 

race.  What  is  the  color  of  love life?  If  I sound  like  I am  "lecturing, 

preaching,  then  I probably  am."  Sometime  ago,  I was  called  a BITCH  because 
I spoke  out  about  an  issue  that  was  being  ignored.  I reminded  this 
individual  that  this  word  -new  title  was  an  honor  and  I would  wear  it 
proudly ...  because  this  particular  animal,  mother,  creature  is  very 
protective  when  it  comes  to  matters  of  the  heart  affecting  "little  puppies" 
and  that  the  initials  to  this  word  from  that  day  forward  would  stand  for 

the  following:  Being  Indian  Takes  Courage  & Honor Being  Independent 

Takes  Courage  & Honor... My  students  sometimes  joke  and  say  I work  hard  at 
living  up  to  my  title... 

If  you  feel  a connection  with  the  NEUSE ...  matters  of  the  heart  and 

life such  as  unhealthy  waters  that  are  bringing  forth  fish  kills  with 

sores  and  now  our  fisherfolk  getting  similar  sores  , I'd  like  to  hear  from 
you.  This  bothers  me  ...in  some  places  we  now  see  the  .trees  turning  brown 
from  the  tops  down  and  wildlife  vanishing..  People  bearing  sickness  of  the 
heart  and  body  worries  me.  Children  not  being  taught  their  native  language 
and  ways  of  their  ancestors  bother  me...  Indians  taking  for  granted  where 
they  live,  come  from  and  not  supporting  one  another  right  where  they  are 
breaks  my  heart.  WHY?  Is  it  because  of  the  lack  of  visible  role  models,  not 
caring  to  get  involved?  If  you  care  about  coming  together  to  help  support 
one  another  as  we  grow  and  journey  towards  wholeness,  I 'd  like  to  hear 
from  you.  The  Neuse  River  is  crying  out  for  our  help  and  prayers.  SHALL  WE 
GATHER  AT  THE  RIVER  and  revisit  the  teachings  of  our  ancestors?  Dare  we 

come  together  and  make  them  smile?  If  you  wish  to  be  a part  of  this 

Gathering I'd  love  to  hear  from  you. 

If  you  wish  to  contact  me  you  can  by  e-mail  at  water_lily@rocketmail.com  or 
by  calling  (919)  354-4187. 

Nya-weh, 

Teresa 
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BC  MAN  IN  N.Y.  MAYORAL  FIGHT. 

The  Vancouver  Sun,  Wednesday,  September  24,1997,  Page  Al,  by  Stewart  Bell 
Vancouver  - A BC  man  who  was  a key  figure  in  the  1995  armed  stand-off  at 
Gustafsen  Lake  is  now  at  the  centre  of  a scandal  involving  a candidate  in 
New  York  City's  upcoming  mayoral  campaign  when  Mayor  Rudolph  Giuliani 
accused  his  democratic  party  rival  Ruth  Messinger  of  hosting  a party  for 
the  man  at  her  home  in  1979. 

The  party  was  to  celebrate  Hill's  release  from  prison,  where  he  served  a 
sentence  for  killing  a guard  during  a 1971  convict  uprising.  Hill  now 
lives  in  Surrey  and  goes  by  the  name  Splitting-the-Sky . "It's  ridiculous," 
Hill  said  Tuesday  during  an  interview  that  was  interrupted  several  times 
by  phone  calls  from  New  York  newspaper  reporters.  "It's  just  a pure  smear 
campaign.  It's  sleazy,  filthy  politics." 

Although  Hill  told  a New  York  newspaper  earlier  this  week  that  Messinger 
was  at  the  party, "then  I thought  about  it  again  and  then  it  hit  me  that  it 
wasn't  her  that  hosted  the  party,  it  was  a roommate,"  he  said.  The  issue 
arose  Monday  when  two  top  contenders  for  mayor  launched  character  attacks 
on  each  other.  Giuliani,  the  Republican  incumbent,  accused  Messinger  of 


holding  a party  for  a killer,  and  Messinger  countered  that  Giuliani  dodged 
the  Vietnam  draft  in  1969. 

Messinger  said  she  did  not  recall  the  party,  but  the  soiree  in  her  house 
was  the  subject  of  an  April  23,1979  column  in  The  New  York  Times,  which 
described  the  event  as  a celebration  of  Hill's  release.  A U.S.  Mohawk 
Indian,  Hill  was  at  the  Gustafsen  Lake  encampment,  training  occupants  in 
guerrilla  warfare,  police  say.  He  left  in  mid-August  and  was  not  among 
those  charged  in  connection  with  the  stand-off.  But  he  became  their  most 
vocal  supporter,  appearing  frequently  at  rallies,  fund  raising  for  their 
defence  and  distributing  press  releases  on  the  letter  head  of  the 
"Ts'peten  Defence  Committee"  denouncing  police  and  government  tactics. 

When  the  RCMP  released  the  names  and  criminal  records  of  those  involved  in 
the  Gustafsen  stand-off,  they  said  Hill  had  convictions  for  petty  larceny, 
attempted  murder,  second-degree  assault,  supplying  contraband  to  a 
prisoner  and  possession  of  a dangerous  weapon.  Hill  was  serving  time  in 
New  York's  Attica  prison  in  1971  when  a bloody  uprising  occurred  over 
living  conditions  and  he  allegedly  killed  a guard  with  a two-by-four.  He 
was  sentenced  to  20  years  to  life  but  his  case  was  championed  by  some 
politicians  and  activists,  who  argued  he  was  unfairly  singled  out  as  a 
scapegoat . 

The  state  eventually  exonerated  Attica  inmates  and  guards  from  criminal 
prosecution  for  their  role  in  the  uprising,  but  prison  guards  resisted 
attempts  to  commute  Hill's  sentence.  He  was  paroled  in  1979.  "After  I was 
on  parole  for  six  years,  my  parole  officer  in  Washington,  D.C.  said  I was 
such  an  exemplary  parolee  that  I fulfilled  all  of  the  obligations  of 
parole,  and  had  done  so  much  good  work  in  the  community...  and 
subsequently  I was  taken  off  parole." 

The  leaders  of  New  York's  two  prison  guard  unions,  which  support  Giuliani, 
called  the  party  at  Messinger' s house  proof  she  is  unfit  to  hold  public 
office.  "Obviously  she  doesn't  care  about  corrections  professionals,"  said 
Peter  Meringolo,  president  of  the  1,000  member  Corrections  Captains 
Association.  But  Hill  said  with  more  pressing  issues  such  as  unemployment 
and  homelessness  to  deal  with,  "Giuliani's  got  a lot  of  nerve"  trying  to 
discredit  his  challenger  in  the  November  election  bringing  up  an  event 
almost  two  decades  old. 

"It's  just  as  ridiculous  as  the  contrived  misinformation  campaign  that 
[police]  manufactured  during  the  RCMP  standoff  up  at  Gustafsen  Lake,"  Hill 
said.  "It's  no  different."  Thirteen  Indians  and  non-Indian  supporters  were 
sentenced  in  Duly  to  terms  of  up  to  four  and  a half  years  in  prison  for 
their  role  in  the  two-month  standoff,  when  RCMP  and  protesters  exchanged 
gunfire  until  the  dispute  over  Indian  land  rights  ended  peacefully. 


Letters  to  the  Vancouver  Sun:  sunletters@pacpress.southam.ca 
More  information  on  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake): 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
Legal  position  by  Counsel  Dr.  Bruce  Clark: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/main . html 
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Court  Update:  Day  13;  Thursday,  Sept.  25,  1997 
Tears  In  The  Courtroom 

Kevin  Thomas,  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  (FoL)  defendant,  continued  to  give 
evidence  about  the  boycott  under  cross  examination  by  Daishowa  counsel 
Peter  Jervis.  Thomas  stated  firmly  that  the  ultimate  goal  of  FoL's  work 
was  to  convince  the  Federal  Government  to  settle  the  Lubicon  land  issues. 
But  the  boycott,  he  said,  was  intended  to  impress  upon  Daishowa  that  the 
company  should  not  be  logging  on  unceded  Lubicon  land  in  the  meantime, 
which  would  cause  serious  damage  to  the  Lubicon' s way  of  life. 

Thomas  again  objected  to  Mr.  Jervis'  statement  that  FoL  was  threatening 
stores  with  picketing,  saying  that  it  was  not  coercing  anyone  with  illegal 
force.  He  said  the  picketing  was  an  educational  tool  that  let  people  know 
what's  going  on  and  people  made  up  their  own  minds  whether  or  not  to  shop. 
Thomas  testified  the  customers  were  never  prevented  from  entering  a store 
that  was  picketed.  In  fact,  at  a demonstration  at  a Pizza  Pizza  store, 
customers  continued  to  enter  the  store  and  buy  food  while  other  customers 
took  the  leaflet  offered  and  chose  not  to  patronize  the  company. 

Ms.  Wristen,  counsel  for  FoL,  at  one  point  had  to  object  to  Mr.  Jervis 
cutting  off  Thomas  and  not  allowing  him  to  finish  his  answers.  Immediately 
before  the  lunch  break,  Mr.  Justice  MacPherson  said  that  Mr.  Jervis  had 
been  "very,  very  long"  in  his  cross  examination  and  the  schedule  would 
have  to  be  adjusted  again. 

After  lunch,  Mr.  Jervis  continued  his  cross  examination  of  Thomas. 

Jervis  asked  Thomas  if  FoL  could  continue  the  boycott  without  picketing, 
as  ordered  by  the  injunction.  Thomas  replied  that  it  wouldn't  be  the 
same;  people  on  the  street  are  prevented  from  even  receiving  information 
about  the  situation,  hence  their  right  to  make  an  informed  choice  was 
removed . 

Mr.  Jervis  asked  if  FoL  would  continue  the  boycott  if  there  was  no 
injunction.  Thomas  said  that  FoL  would  continue  to  do  everything  they  have 
a democratic  right  to  do. 

Mr.  Fred  Lennarson,  a consultant  who  had  advised  the  Lubicon,  gave 
testimony  about  the  rapid  changes  in  the  1980s  that  devastated  Lubicon 
society.  In  response  to  Ms.  Wristen 's  questions,  Lennarson  described 
Lubicon  society  as  pretty  constant  with  a self  sufficient  economy  based  on 
hunting  and  trapping.  However,  the  situation  suddenly  changed  in  1979 
when  oil  and  gas  companies  began  to  exploit  resources  on  Lubicon  land. 
Lennarson  said  that  long  caravans  of  trucks  shook  peoples  cabins  and 
presented  such  a danger  that  people  were  afraid  to  travel  on  the  roads. 

The  rapid  changes  to  Lubicon  society  presented  huge  problems  because 
fiercely  proud  hunters  could  no  longer  support  themselves  and  their 
families.  Skilled  hunters,  respected  members  of  Lubicon  society,  found 
the  moose  population,  the  primary  source  of  the  Lubicon  diet,  sharply 
dropped.  Depression  and  alcohol  abuse  contributed  to  the  first  known 
suicide  among  the  Lubicon. 

Ms.  Wristen  asked  Lennarson  to  offer  his  comments  on  the  Lubicon 
community's  health.  Lennarson  related  a horrifying  litany  of  health 
problems  that  affected  the  small  Lubicon  community.  He  spoke  about  the 
development  of  cancers  and  skin  rashes.  Lennarson  discussed  the  still 
births,  premature  births  and  birth  defects  that  struck  the  Lubicon.  He 
called  it  a heart  wrenching  situation  in  which  many  women  were  reluctant 
to  get  pregnant  because  of  fear  of  what  might  happen  to  their  baby. 
Lennarson  broke  off  his  testimony  to  ask  Mr.  Jervis  if  he  thought  it  was 
funny  when  he  noticed  Mr.  Jervis'  expressions.  Several  people  in  the 
courtroom  had  broken  down  and  quietly  sobbed. 

Ms.  Wristen  asked  about  the  current  situation.  Lennarson  stated  that 
being  a successful  hunter  is  still  terribly  important.  While  he  doubted 
whether  hunting  and  trapping  will  ever  be  restored,  the  Lubicon  are 
determined  to  preserve  what  remains  of  their  way  of  life.  Lennarson  said 
it  was  contingent  that  the  Lubicon  maintain  the  viability  as  a people  so 
they  have  the  ability  to  determine  their  own  future.  He  said  that  people 


now  have  to  work  very  hard  at  hunting,  often  taking  weeks  at  a time  using 
resources  that  previously  were  unnecessary:  off  road  vehicles  and  camping 
equipment . 

Lennarson  said  he  had  learned  a lot  from  the  Lubicon.  He  termed  their 
society  a theocracy  where  everything  is  sacred  and  the  Lubicon  trod 
"lightly  on  the  earth."  Lennarson  said  the  Lubicon  believe  they  live 
where  the  Creator  put  them  and  the  Creator  would  look  after  them.  He  said 
that  part  of  their  belief  is  that  if  they  take  care  of  the  land  the 
Creator  gave  them,  the  land  will  take  care  of  them.  He  said  that  the 
destruction  of  that  land  by  resource  companies  was  terribly  distressing  to 
them. 

Ms.  Wristen  inquired  about  the  March  7,  1988  meeting  between  Daishowa 
officials  and  Chief  Ominayak  and  others  that  Lennarson  had  attended. 
Lennarson  said  the  discussion  went  back  and  forth  with  the  Lubicon  stating 
their  position  that  they  wanted  Daishowa  to  stay  out  of  their  traditional 
land  until  their  land  rights  were  recognized.  Lennarson  said  it  was 
understood  that  Daishowa  agreed  to  respect  the  Lubicon' s position. 

In  1990,  Daishowa  announced  they  would  be  proceeding  to  log  on  Lubicon 
land  through  their  subsidiary,  Brewster  Construction.  The  Lubicon  were 
very  concerned,  Lennarson  said,  and  were  determined  to  protect  their  land. 

The  long  day  ended  at  7:30  p.m.  and  court  will  resume  Friday  with  the 
cross  examination  of  Fred  Lennarson,  advisor  to  the  Lubicon.  Chi  Megwetch 
to  the  Catholic  Workers  for  attending  court  and  providing  an  excellent 
lunch  for  all  the  other  supporters  who  came  to  court.  Each  day  of  court 
has  been  sponsored  by  various  organizations  who  bring  their  members  to 
court  to  support  the  Friends  during  the  trial.  FoL  would  also  like  to 
thank  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  for  their  ongoing  support  in 
providing  a room  for  FoL  to  gather  in  each  day  for  lunch. 

for  more  background  information,  visit  the  Lubicon  supporters  web  page  at: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 

The  Daishowa  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  trial  will  continue  Friday, 
September  26th  at  9 a.m.  in  Courtroom  4-2,  361  University  Ave,  Toronto.  For 
more  information  call  (416)  763-7500  or  e-mail  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  at 
fol@tao.ca 
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Story  by  Suzan  Shown  Harjo 

The  Smithsonian  Institution's  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian 
(NMAI)  turns  seven  on  November  28,  and  it  has  some  major  milestones  to 
celebrate  this  year.  -Official  Washington  gave  the  go-ahead  in  May  to  the 
NMAI's  design  plans 

for  its  Museum  on  the  Mall.  -By  October,  nearly  250,000  people  helped  the 
NMAI  to  raise  its  share  of 
the  money  to  build  it. 

Now  that  the  NMAI  has  met  its  congressional  requirement  to  come  up  with 
one-third  of  the  funds,  $36.7  million  from  private  sources,  the  way  is 
cleared  for  construction  on  the  last  great  space  on  the  National  Mall.  Not 
bad  for  a seven  year  old. 

Today,  the  NMAI  has  many  proud  parents.  Like  many  a successful  prodigy, 
however,  it  grew  from  humble,  troubled  circumstances  --  a poorly  housed 
museum  collection  and  a national  past  of  disreputable  treatment  of  Native 
Americans . 

One  of  the  few  people  grappling  with  these  issues  ten  years  ago  was 
Senator  Daniel  K.  Inouye  of  Hawaii.  One  afternoon,  while  discussing  the 
problems  with  some  friends  on  his  Capitol  office  balcony,  he  peered  down 
at  the  Mall  and  asked,  "What's  that  blank  space  between  the  Botanical 
Gardens  and  the  National  Air  and  Space  Museum--wouldn't  an  Indian  museum 


fit  in  there  nicely?" 

The  "blank  space"  rests  near  the  Smithsonian  "Castle"  on  the  graceful 
Mall,  which  extends  from  Capitol  Hill  past  the  Washington  Monument  to  the 
Lincoln  Memorial.  Conceived  in  that  providential  conversation,  the  NMAI 
was  born  a year  later  in  law,  and  the  space  was  designated  for  its  Museum 
on  the  Mall.  Long  Journey  to  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian. 
The  actual  legislating  to  establish  the  NMAI  was  done  at  lightning  speed 
in  Washington  lawmaking  terms,  especially  for  a law  dealing  with  broad 
Indian  policy  and  prized  federal  property.  However,  the  journey  to  that 
point  had  been  slow  going  over  rough  roads.  In  the  late  1980s,  Inouye  was 
looking  for  more  than  real  estate.  Then  Chairman  of  the  Senate 

Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  he  was  trying  to  change  a sorry  history  and 
to  find  solutions  to  two  pressing  problems. 

The  first  problem  --  and  the  priority  for  him  and  for  Native  America  -- 
involved  the  need  for  national  museum  policy  respecting  Native  American 
religious  and  burial  rights,  and  returning  Native  human  remains  and 
cultural  property  from  federally-assisted  museums  and  collections 
nationwide.  Inouye  and  a handful  of  others  in  Congress  --  most  notably. 
Representatives  Ben  Nighthorse  Campbell  of  Colorado,  Morris  K.  Udall  of 
Arizona,  and  Sidney  R.  Yates  of  Illinois,  and  Senators  Pete  V.  Domenici  of 
New  Mexico,  Mark  0.  Hatfield  of  Oregon,  and  Ted  Stevens  of  Alaska  --  were 
working  with  the  national  Native  community  on  the  repatriation  problem. 

The  fact  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Native  remains  and  sacred  objects 
were  held  in  collections  across  the  country  became  an  international  cause 
celebre,  and  news  reports  and  editorials  zeroed  in  on  the  twenty-thousand 
human  remains  in  the  Smithsonian  alone.  Representative  Charles  B.  Rangle 
and  Senator  Daniel  Patrick  Moynihan,  both  of  New  York,  and  Inouye  were 
working  quietly  with  the  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  (MAI)  Heye 
Foundation  to  solve  the  second  problem  --  how  to  salvage  the  world's 
largest  collection  of  Indian  art  and  artifacts  housed  in  deteriorating  and 
overcrowded  conditions. 

The  MAI,  a private  New  York-incorporated  trust,  could  not  afford  to 
properly  display  or  care  for  the  more  than  one  million  objects  of 
hemispheric  proportions,  and  it  needed  a financial  bailout  or  a new  home. 
Museums  and  collectors  worldwide  were  concerned  about  the  plight  of  the 
collection  --  and  some  were  salivating  over  the  prospect  that  it  could  be 
put  on  the  block  piecemeal  --  but  few  others  even  knew  it  existed  or  why 
they  should  care  about  it.  All  efforts  to  rally  support  for  the 
extraordinary  collection  had  failed,  until  two  MAI  Trustees  --  New  York 
businessmen  Charles  Simon  of  Salomon  Brothers  and  Peter  Kriendler  of  the 
"21  Club"  --  hit  on  a brilliant  way  of  calling  attention  to  the  situation. 
Simon  contacted  Texas  billionaire  Ross  Perot,  who  was  rumored  to  have  an 
interest  in  building  a "world-class  museum"  in  Dallas. 

Perot's  offer  to  move  the  collection  to  Texas  not  only  made  headlines, 
it  started  a bidding  war.  Politicians  in  New  York  laid  claim  to  the 
collection  as  "our  heritage,"  and  said  it  was  not  moving  from  their  city 
and  state.  Policy  makers  in  Washington  and  at  the  Smithsonian  said  it  was 
a "national  treasure"  and  belonged  in  the  Capital.  The  national  art  world 
closed  ranks  against  the  move  to  Dallas,  insisting  that  someone,  anyone, 
do  something,  anything  to  stop  it. 

Suddenly,  offers  to  save  the  collection  abounded,  but  it  took  Inouye 's 
masterstroke  discovery  of  the  "blank  space"  on  the  Mall  to  form  the  basis 
for  a single  solution  to  both  challenges,  establishment  of  the  National 
Museum  of  the  American  Indian  as  part  of  the  Smithsonian.  Congress  had 
committed  the  space  decades  earlier  to  the  Smithsonian. 

While  there  had  been  internal  talk  of  a Museum  of  Man,  no  specific  plans 
had  been  made  or  approved.  The  Smithsonian  was  willing  to  give  up  the 
Museum  of  Man  for  the  NMAI  and  the  collection,  but  it  wanted  no  part  of  a 
repatriation  policy.  The  New  Yorkers,  who  wanted  a permanent  exhibition 
space  in  New  York  City,  were  prepared  to  have  the  collection  nationalized 
and  supported  Native  American  efforts  to  achieve  repatriation  law. 

Once  a location  for  a national  museum  was  identified,  a complex  set  of 
negotiations  began.  In  addition  to  the  stakeholders  --  Native  Americans, 
the  MAI,  New  York  City,  New  York  State,  the  Smithsonian,  and  other  federal 
agencies  --  museums  and  collectors  claimed  proprietary  interests  and 


flooded  virtually  every  office  on  Capitol  Hill  with  panic  calls  against 
the  Smithsonian  possibly  accepting  a repatriation  process  as  the  public 
policy  price  for  the  MAI  collection.  A deal  was  struck  between  the 
Smithsonian,  the  MAI,  and  New  York,  and  congressional  representatives  on 
square  footage  and  other  details  30  regarding  three  facilities  --  a 
permanent  exhibit  space  in  the  historic  Custom  House  at  the  tip  of 
Manhattan  in  the  Wall  Street  area,  near  the  site  of  the  "Wall"  that  had 
been  erected  three  centuries  earlier  as  protection  against  the  Indians;  a 
research  and  collections  facility,  the  Cultural  Resources  Center,  in 
Suitland,  Maryland;  and  the  centerpiece  "Museum  on  the  Mall."  Members  of 
Congress  then  held  up  the  ratifying  legislation  until  the 

Indian  community  could  reach  an  accord  with  the  Smithsonian  on 
procedures  for  the  return  of  Native  human  remains,  funerary  items,  sacred 
objects,  and  cultural  patrimony. 

When  the  final  agreement  between  the  Smithsonian  and  the  Native  American 
community  was  struck  in  the  late  summer  of  1989,  the  legislation  moved 
swiftly  through  Congress.  The  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  Act, 
with  the  historic  repatriation  provision,  was  signed  into  law  by  President 
George  Bush  on  November  28,  1989. 

Building  the  NMAI--With  a Lot  of  Help  from  Our  Friends 

In  1990,  the  NMAI  Trustees  --  one  half  selected  by  the  MAI  and  the  other 
half  by  the  Smithsonian  --  announced  the  Mission  Statement:  "The  National 
Museum  of  the  American  Indian  shall  recognize  and  affirm  to  Native 
communities  and  the  non-Native  public  the  historical  and  contemporary 
culture  and  cultural  achievements  of  the  Natives  of  the  Western  Hemisphere 
by  advancing  --  in  consultation,  collaboration,  and  cooperation  with 
Natives  --  knowledge  and  understanding  of  Native  cultures,  including  art, 
history  and  language,  and  by  recognizing  the  museum's  special 
responsibility,  through  innovative  public  programming,  research  and 
collections,  to  protect,  support  and  enhance  the  development,  maintenance, 
and  perpetuation  of  Native  culture  and  community." 

"Indian  people  consider  (the  NMAI)  an  opportunity  not  only  to  tell  the 
world  their  story,  but  to  tell  their  own  children  their  story,"  said 
Senator  Nighthorse  Campbell,  a Cheyenne  artist,  "because  an  awful  lot  of 
artifacts  and  art  pieces  and  things  that  we  treasure  from  a cultural  and 
historic  standpoint  are  gone." 

Senator  John  McCain  of  Arizona,  who  chairs  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  has  called  the  new  museum  "a  stirring  example  of  what  is 
right  with  America. 

"The  Indian  Museum  will  show  that  a dynamic,  pluralistic  society  can 
celebrate  distinctiveness  without  fostering  separatism,"  he  wrote  in  a 
1995  Native  Peoples'  guest  essay.  "It  will  be  proof  positive  that  a 
culturally  diverse  civilization  like  ours  is  enhanced  when  it  strengthens 
its  disparate  parts. 

"There  are  some  things  the  federal  government  does  right,"  wrote  Senator 
McCain.  "The  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  is  one  of  them.  It 
deserves  the  continued  support  of  us  all  into  the  new  century . "Other 
policy  makers  agree.  Through  two  Smithsonian  secretaries  and  sweeping 
changes  in  national  political  leadership-first  in  1993  in  the  White  House, 
then  in  1994  on  Capitol  Hill-the  NMAI  has  enjoyed  broad,  bipartisan 
endorsement  in  Washington. 

Today,  President  Bill  Clinton  and  all  living  former  heads  of  state  are 
members  of  the  National  Campaign's  Honorary  Committee.  The  Honorary 
Committee  and  the  International  Founders  Council  of  the  National  Campaign 
are  pivotal  to  NMAI ' s fundraising  effort.  The  Committee  is  chaired  by 
Senator  Campbell  and  the  Council  is  co-chaired  by  Smithsonian  Secretary  I. 
Michael  Heyman  and  International  Conference  Resorts  Founder  Gene  A. 

Keluche  (Wintun).  (Full  listing).  Members  of  the  Council  and  Committee, 
as  well  as  other  NMAI  friends,  have  held  hundreds  of  fundraising  dinners 
and  events,  large  and  small,  in  myriad  cities,  most  states,  and  many 
reservations  across  the  land.  Ted  Turner  and  lane  Fonda,  council  members, 
have  hosted  several  themselves,  including  one  this  summer  on  their  ranch 
in  Montana.  American  Indian,  Alaska  Native,  and  Native  Hawaiian  artists 
have  contributed  their  artwork  for  auctions  to  raise  money  and  awareness 


for  the  NMAI.  Other  Native  American  luminaries,  including  Pulitzer  Prize- 
winning author  N.  Scott  Momaday  (Kiowa),  have  hosted  special  events  for 
writers  and  other  segments  of  American  society  to  support  the  NMAI.  NMAI 
Director  W.  Richard  West,  Dr.  (Southern  Cheyenne),  proudly  points  out  that 
eleven  percent  of  NMAI ' s members  have  identified  themselves  as  Native 
Americans:  "This  is  an  over-representation  by  twenty  times  of  Natives  in 
the  NMAI  membership  as  compared  with  the  total  US  population  of  Natives, 
who  number  fewer  than  two  million  people." 

In  addition  to  changing  the  dynamic  between  Native  Americans  and  the 
Smithsonian,  the  NMAI  Act  included  an  important  public/private  partnership 
provision.  It  mandates  the  Smithsonian  and  the  NMAI  to  raise  one-third  of 
the  cost  of  construction  of  the  Museum  on  the  Mall  from  non-federal 
sources.  The  deadline  was  met  for  raising  the  required  $36.7  million  by 
September  30,  1996.  The  money  raised  thus  far  has  come  from  two-hundred- 
fifty-thousand  NMAI  members.  Nearly  ninety  percent  of  the  gifts  have  come 
from  first-time  contributors  to  the  Smithsonian. 

In  1994,  just  before  the  NMAI's  official  opening  at  the  Custom  House  in 
New  York,  the  Mashantucket  Pequot  Tribe  of  Connecticut  donated  ten  million 
dollars,  which  was  at  the  time  the  largest  single  cash  gift  ever  received 
by  the  Smithsonian  from  a donor.  The  Tribe's  Chairman,  Richard  A.  Hayward, 
said  that  the  Pequot' s offering  was  "a  gift  on  behalf  of  all  Native 
Americans.  It  is  our  hope  that  other  Indian  tribes  will  also  make 
commitments  to  this  fine  project." 

Other  Native  Americans  have  contributed  five  million  dollars,  for  a 
total  of  fifteen  million  dollars  from  Indian  Country.  It  is  ironic  that 
significant  donations  have  come  from  Indians  at  a time  when  Native 
Americans  remain  the  most  economically  impoverished  population  in  the 
United  States,  despite  the  headline-making  success  of  only  a few  Native 
nations  in  the  gaming  industry.  Some  eighty  percent  of  all  the  donations 
to  date  have  been  made  by  individuals.  "Some  of  these  have  come  from  very 
surprising  sources,"  says  West,  "such  as  the  unexpected  $100,000  from  a 
person  who  had  just  won  the  lottery." 

National  Campaign  Director  Dohn  L.  Colonghi  is  fond  of  recounting 
stories  of  the  most  precious  gifts,  "like  the  man  in  Los  Angeles  who  sent 
a five-dollar  Safeway  money  order,  which  was  a large  donation  for  him,  and 
the  Native  American  kids  in  Buffalo  who  sent  two-hundred  dollars,  which 
they  raised  from  a can  drive." 

Colonghi  brought  in  the  first  large  donation  --  $50,000  from  a woman  in 
San  Diego  --  shortly  after  he  was  hired  in  1991  from  the  University  of 
California  at  San  Diego's  Medical  Center,  Cancer  Center  and  School  of 
Medicine.  Colonghi  says  that  a "big  challenge"  in  raising  money  for  the 
Museum  on  the  Mall  is  "finding  foundations  and  corporations  to  contribute, 
when  most  of  them  don't  fund  bricks  and  mortar."  West  says  that 
"fundraising  is  particularly  difficult  for  the  idea  of  a museum,  when  it's 
not  been  built  and  people  can't  see  what  it's  going  to  look  like." 
Nonetheless,  Colonghi  says  the  NMAI  has  received  "$500,000  from  the  Knight 
Foundation  and  $1.3  million  from  Ted  Turner's  Foundation  and  $1  million 
from  the  Gund  Foundation." 

Chase  Manhattan  Bank  also  has  made  a $350,000  gift  to  the  NMAI  campaign, 
and  philanthropist  David  Rockefeller  is  a million-dollar  donor.  In  1987, 
Rockefeller  paid  for  a feasibility  study  of  the  Custom  House  as  an 
exhibition  site  for  the  MAI  collection.  On  the  occasion  of  his  one-million 
dollar  gift,  he  said  that  the  NMAI's  "creative  development  of  the  (Custom 
House/Heye  Center)  will  add  immeasurably  to  the  cultural  life  of  lower 
Manhattan  and  the  entire  metropolitan  New  York  region." 

The  George  Gustav  Heye  Center  --  named  for  the  collector  who  amassed  the 
million  objects  in  the  late  1800s  --  opened  its  doors  in  1994  with 
exhibitions,  public  programs,  and  an  international  resource  center.  The 
Cultural  Resources  Center,  located  in  Suitland,  Maryland  will  not  only 
provide  a suitable  home  for  the  museum's  collection,  but  will  also  serve 
as  the  hub  for  new  approaches  to  collections  management  and  research.  The 
architectural  plans  for  the  Museum  on  the  Mall  were  approved  earlier  this 
year,  developed  through  a series  of  consultations  throughout  Indian 
Country.  Douglas  Cardinal  (Canadian  Blackfoot),  who  is  the  architect  of 
the  museum,  says  that  "a  lot  of  museums  are  mausoleums  and  temples,  and 


they're  concerned  about  objects  and  the  objects  are  of  prime  importance.  I 
think  that,  in  this  museum,  the  buildings  should  have  more  of  an  empathy 
for  the  people  that  are  using  the  space,  and  that  doesn't  just  address  the 
past,  but  that  addresses  the  present  and  the  future."  The  future  for  the 
Museum  on  the  Mall  is  this.  Now  that  the  non-federal  share  of  construction 
money  has  been  raised.  Congress  will  appropriate  the  promised  federal 
share  of  the  building  costs,  and  signs  of  bricks  and  mortar  will  be  seen 
in  the  "blank  space."  It  is  anticipated  that  the  museum  will  be  ready  to 
receive  visitors  shortly  after  the  turn  of  the  century. 

The  Continuing  NMAI  Campaign- -Miles  to  Go  Before  They  Sleep 

The  great  success  of  the  NMAI  Campaign  in  raising  its  construction  goal 
of  $36.7  million  is  ample  reason  for  celebration,  but  it  will  not  last 
long.  The  Campaign  will  continue  in  full  force  for  another  two  years, 
until  the  goal  of  sixty  million  dollars  is  met.  The  remaining  millions 
will  be  allocated  for  an  NMAI  endowment,  primarily  for  the  "Fourth  Museum, 
" and  to  support  necessary  construction  expenses  of  the  Cultural  Resources 
Center.  The  "Fourth  Museum"  has  been  described  by  the  NMAI  as  "the  name 
given  to  the  variety  of  educational  and  outreach  programs  that,  through 
computer-based  technology,  will  extend  beyond  the  museum's  three 
facilities.  Among  those  served  by  the  Fourth  Museum  programs  will  be 
schools,  libraries,  reservations,  and  other  tribal  organizations.  As  part 
of  its  Fourth  Museum  programs,  the  NMAI  is  building  a vast  database 
including  visuals  of  objects  in  the  collection,  as  well  as  information  on 
specific  tribes,  reservations,  and  language  groups.  Some  of  this 
information  is  already  available  on  the  Internet." 

Among  those  who  have  already  contributed  to  the  "Fourth  Museum"  are  the 
Ford  Foundation  ($1.2  million  dollars)  and  the  Coca-Cola  Foundation  ($500, 
000).  Coca  Cola  President  Donald  R.  Greene  said,  "This  grant  is  another 
step  on  the  path  to  make  the  (NMAI)  accessible  to  students  and  teachers 
far  beyond  its  Washington,  DC,  setting." 

The  NMAI  Endowment  is  established  for  educational  programs  to  be 
conducted  at  the  three  museum  facilities.  Among  the  programs  are  readings 
by  Native  American  writers,  art  demonstrations,  storytelling,  and  song  and 
dance  performances. 

The  first  gift  to  the  NMAI  Endowment  was  made  in  1992  by  the 
Consolidated  Edison  Company  of  New  York,  Inc.  (Con  Edison).  In  announcing 
what  was  characterized  by  NMAI  as  "a  generous  gift,"  ConEdison  Senior  Vice 
President  Edward  W.  Livingston  said  that  the  Company  "is  pleased  to  join 
the  (NMAI)  in  furthering  an  appreciation  for  the  cultural  diversity  which 
is  the  strength  of  our  city  and  society."  NMAI  Director  West  oversees  the 
massive  Campaign  and  devotes  at  least  half  his  time  to  the  overall 
fundraising  activities.  "Since  there  is  a seamless  web  between  the  NMAI 
programs  and  the  fundraising  efforts,"  says  West,  "it  could  be  said  that 
even  some  of  the  other  fifty  percent  33  of  my  time  and  much  of  the  NMAI 
program  staff's  time  supports  fundraising." 

The  fundraising  campaign  is  under  the  NMAI  and  has  an  18-person  staff- 
two  in  New  York,  one  in  Los  Altos  and  the  rest  in  Washington,  DC- -who  work 
full-time  to  raise  money.  Dohn  Colonghi,  Campaign  Director,  started  his 
work  for  the  Smithsonian  under  the  auspices  of  Alice  Green  Burnette,  who 
served  as  the  Smithsonian's  Assistant  Secretary  for  Institutional 
Initiatives.  The  Campaign  is  also  guided  by  the  3.  Richard  Taft 
Organization,  a consulting  firm  located  in  Washington,  DC. 

Colonghi  is  most  pleased  with  the  Campaign's  progress  in  areas  where  the 
expectations  were  the  lowest.  "In  the  original  fundraising  plan,"  he  said, 
"only  $1.5  million  was  anticipated  to  be  raised  from  the  Indian  community 
throughout  the  life  of  the  Campaign,  but  Native  contributions  have  far 
exceeded  that  amount  already." 

"Only  $750,000  was  expected  in  the  original  plan  to  ever  be  raised  from 
events,"  said  Colonghi,  "but  we  have  raised  three  million  dollars  so  far 
from  events."  The  1994  NMAI  opening  in  New  York  alone  netted  $1.3  million, 
which  was  the  largest  amount  the  Smithsonian  had  ever  raised  from  a single 
event.  The  top  amount  raised  before  that,  $500,000,  also  came  from  an  NMAI 
event.  "The  Smithsonian  is  impressed  with  our  programs,"  said  West,  "and 
we  are  impressed  with  the  great  support  that  the  Institution  has  provided 


to  the  NMAI.  Secretary  Heyman  has  backed  us  one-hundred  percent,  and  has 
made  our  difficult  task  a smooth  one."  West  is  especially  "touched  and 
challenged  by  the  reasons  Native  Americans  give  for  supporting  us."  He 
says  that  gifts  have  come  from  "people  across  the  entire  spectrum  of 
Native  life,  from  those  who  want  to  continue  to  live  according  to  Native 
values  and  who  believe  the  museum  is  connected  to  that  aspiration.  They 
also  say  that  NMAI  offers  a real  opportunity  for  them  to  be  involved 
directly  in  explaining  Native  cultures  and  peoples  to  non-Natives. 

"Colonghi  speaks  of  the  vigorous  support  of  countless  Native  people,  such 
as  his  mother,  Natalie  Bozeroff  Colonghi  (Aleut/Eskimo),  who  was  "an  avid 
supporter-she  sold  NMAI  memberships  everywhere  and  kept  a scrapbook  on  all 
the  museum  news."  The  elder  Colonghi  died  last  year,  at  age  eighty-four. 

"It  may  be  too  late  for  my  mother  and  Rick  West's  dad,"  said  Colonghi, 
referring  also  to  Cheyenne  Artist  Dick  West's  passing  earlier  this  year, 
"but  it's  not  too  late  for  thousands  of  Natives  and  millions  of  non- 
Natives  who  believe  in  this  museum  and  will  live  to  see  it. "Senator  Inouye, 
who  simply  has  broader  vision  than  most,  knew  exactly  what  he  was  seeing 
in  the  "blank  space"  on  the  National  Mall  and  how  he  could  make  a national 
Indian  museum  "fit  in  there  nicely"  for  Native  Americans  and  peoples  of 
all  the  world  to  seek  out,  learn  from,  and  enjoy  for  many  generations  to 
come. 
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Chilchinbeto  - "Sumac  Springs".  Named  for  the  Sumac  bush  found  near 
Tse'ii'aha  or  "The  Fingers"  formation  near  the  Navajo  Community  of 
Chilchinbeto.  Sumac  is  used  as  a natural  dye  for  yarn  in  the  weaving  of 
Navajo  rugs.  The  berries  of  the  Sumac  bush,  though  bitter  in  taste  while 
raw  become  sweet  when  cooked  and  can  be  eaten  as  a mush. 

The  History  of  Navajo  Weaving  . One  of  the  most  fundamental  and 
expressive  Navajo  crafts  is  that  of  weaving.  According  to  Navajo 
tradition  and  belief  weaving  was  taught  to  Changing  Woman  by  Spider  Woman 
many  years  ago.  Young  apprentices  are  still  taught  that  Changing  Woman 
was  walking  about  and  was  invited  into  Spider  Woman's  home  and  there 
taught  how  to  weave.  Spider  Woman  instructed  Changing  Woman  how  to  weave 
on  a loom  which  Spider  Man  told  them  how  to  make.  The  crosspoles  were  of 
Sky  and  Earth  cords,  the  warp  sticks  of  Sun  Rays,  the  healds  of  Rock 
Crystal  and  Sheet  Lightning.  The  batten  was  a Sun  Halo,  and  White  Shell 
made  to  comb.  There  were  four  spindles:  one  a stick  of  zig-zag  Lightening 
with  a whorl  of  Cannel  Coal;  one  a stick  of  Flash  Lightning  with  a whorl 
of  Turquoise;  one  Stick  of  Flash  Lightning  with  a whorl  of  Abalone;  and 
the  last  a Rain  Stream  with  a whorl  of  White  Shell. 

Spider  Woman  taught  Changing  Woman  not  only  how  to  weave  but  also  how  to 
take  care  of  the  various  tools  used  in  weaving.  Spider  Woman  told  her 
that  those  tools  were  something  special  and  sacred.  Navajo  women  should 
not  be  careless  with  these  tools  and  they  should  not  be  left  about  or  be 
abused.  Spider  Woman  taught  Changing  Woman  not  only  the  shape  of  the 
tools  but  also  what  kind  of  wood  to  use.  Spider  Woman  told  Changing  Woman 
then  that  because  Changing  Woman  had  now  learned  how  to  weave,  thereafter 
Navajo's  would  have  clothes  and  would  not  be  cold.  Changing  Woman  was 
lastly  told  that  the  Holy  People  would  respect  and  recognize  Navajo  women 
who  made  their  weavings  and  properly  respected  the  tools  for  weaving 
because  this  teaching  had  come  from  them,  the  Holy  People.  Tradition  also 
offers  that  any  weaving  with  a border  design  must  possess  a slight  flaw, 
known  as  a spirit  line,  across  the  border  to  allow  the  weavers  soul  to 
leave  the  weaving  when  the  weaving  is  complete. 

Many  Navajo  designs  are  based  on  a relationship  with  nature.  Symbols  of 
nature  can  be  seen  in  a variety  of  the  styles,  by  abstract  or  direct 
interpretation  in  the  pieces  you  are  about  to  witness. 


There  is  an  ageless  beauty  to  Navajo  weaving.  Above  all  else,  Navajo 
weavings  are  master  works,  regardless  of  whose  criteria  of  art  is  used  to 
judge  them.  As  evocative  and  timeless  portraits,  they  transcend  time  and 
space.  Navajo  weaving  has  captured  the  imagination  of  many  not  only 
because  they  are  beautiful,  well  woven  textiles  but  also  because  they  so 
accurately  mirror  the  social  and  economic  history  of  the  Navajo  people. 

The  Chilchinbeto  Twins  - The  most  dynamically  outstanding  examples  of 
Navajo  weaving  in  the  entire  history  of  the  art  are  the  Chilchinbeto  Twins 

- "The  Little  Sister"  and  "The  Big  Brother".  . or  "Lesser  and  Greater  of 
the  Chilchinbeto  Twins."  Measuring  26  feet  by  28  feet  and  38  feet  by  26 
feet  respectively  these  two  weavings  are  the  largest  and  most  valuable 
Navajo  textiles  ever  created.  Both  pieces  were  conceived  by  Charlie  C. 

Billy  in  1975.  The  loom  was  constructed  in  1977,  the  largest  of  its  kind 

- and  was  destroyed  in  a structural  fire  in  1983.  The  loom  was  a 
specially  constructed  dual  hanging  floor-to-ceiling  loom.  A photographic 
history  was  made  of  the  development  of  the  loom  and  weaving  of  the 
"Chilchinbeto  Twins". 

Side  by  Side,  in  order  to  create  the  meticulous  designs,  the  weavers  sat 
daily  for  the  duration  of  nearly  four  years  creating  both  pieces. 

The  same  ten  weavers  wove  both  pieces  - Helen  Charley;  Katheryn  Lee 
Charley;  Dane  H.  Charley;  Bessie  Red  Moustache;  Helen  Begay;  Rose  Austin; 
Doanne  Singer;  Susie  Young;  Lillie  Yazzie  and  Lita  Kith.  All  were  over 
the  age  of  50  at  the  time  of  the  projects,  spoke  little  or  no  English,  and 
had  never  previously  maintained  any  kind  of  regular  employment.  The  wool 
used  for  each  of  these  pieces  was  shorn  from  over  fifty  head  of  sheep  each. 

The  wool  for  both  pieces  was  hand  processed  at  the  Navajo  Wool  Plant  in 
Shiprock,  Navajo  Nation  (NM). 

By  the  efforts  of  a single  weaver  the  Chilchinbeto  Twins  would  have  taken 
43  years  to  complete.  Given  the  tragic  loss  of  the  loom,  and  the  time 
involved  in  duplicating  the  effort,  and  two  of  the  original  weavers  no 
longer  being  with  us,  it  is  impossible  to  suggest  any  effort  will  ever  be 
made  to  reenact  this  level  of  achievement  which  was  originally  undertaken 
in  a local  school  gymnasium  given  the  size  of  the  pieces  anticipated. 

Standing  before  the  raised  loom  designed  for  these  massive  pieces  are 
eight  of  the  ten  weavers.  Notice  also  the  baseline  of  the  weaving  taking 
shape  at  the  kneeling  level  of  the  loom.  Despite  the  simpler  explanation, 
all  the  weaving  rows  were  done  simultaneously,  not  one  at  a time  and  sewn 
together  as  the  finished  product  might  suggest. 

Setting  and  tightening  the  warp  on  the  loom  before  it  was  raised  was 
required  to  be  done  by  hand.  In  the  first  setting  for  the  "Little  Sister" 
the  warp  was  approximately  45  miles  long.  For  the  "Big  Brother"  which 
followed,  the  warp  was  more  than  60  miles  in  length.  Every  three  days  the 
warp  had  to  be  tightened  by  hand  from  the  top  cross  bar  which  was  hoisted 
with  mechanical  come-alongs. 

Nearly  four  years  later.  The  following  results  were  evidenced  after 
83,000  hours  of  labor.. 

The  Big  Brother 

The  "Big  Brother"  is  suspended  from  a nearby  cliff  side  with  a group  of 
community  members.  This  piece  is  not  for  sale,  and  is  destined  to  remain 
within  the  Four  Sacred  Mountains  of  the  Navajo  People  to  be  permanently 
enshrined  there  as  originally  intended. 

Colors  in  the  "Big  Brother"  are  predominately  gray,  with  black  and  aniline 
dyes  of  red,  turquoise,  and  yellow.  The  piece  contains  twelve  (12) 
traditional  designs,  all  interlaced  as  one  weaving  containing  twenty  five 
individual  weaving  frames.  The  weaving  warp  is  more  than  60  miles  long. 
Combinations  include  Two  Gray  Hills;  Yeibeichai  and  Storm  patterns.  The 
piece  weights  approximately  800  lb.  The  work  took  51,000  hours  to 
complete  at  the  cost  of  $252,150.00  in  labor  and  materials. 

The  Little  Sister 

The  Little  Sister  in  vault  storage  preceding  its  present  showing  at  the 
Opening  of  the  Navajo  Nation  Museum  and  Library.  Vault  storage  was 
contributed  to  the  Chilchinbeto  Health  Clinic  by  Griswolds  Inc.  of  Tse 
Bonito,  Navajo  Nation  (NM) . 

Colors  of  the  "Little  Sister"  include  Natural  white  wool,  and  synthetic 
dyes  of  black,  gray,  yellow,  blue,  rust  and  reddish  brown.  The  piece 


contains  eight  Standard  Two  Gray  Hills;  six  Storm  Patterns;  three  Altered 
Two  Gray  Hills;  three  Again  Altered  Two  Gray  Hills;  four  Yeibeichai 
Patterns;  and  one  Yeibeichai  pattern  in  the  center  panel.  All  weavings 
are  interlaced  as  one  weaving  containing  twenty  five  individual  weaving 
frames.  The  weaving  warp  is  approximately  45  miles  long. 

The  work  took  30,600  hours  to  complete  at  the  cost  of  $152,790.00  in  labor 
and  materials.  The  original  appraisal  on  the  piece  was  in  the  amount  of 
$950,000.00  at  the  time  of  completion  as  offered  by  Bill  Malone,  Curator 
of  Hubbell's  Trading  Post,  Ganado,  Navajo  Nation  (AZ).  At  an  average  rate 
of  return  of  10%  calculated  annually  the  current  value  of  the  piece  is 
estimated  to  be  in  the  amount  of  $4,585,923.85.  Recent  estimates 
accommodate  this  valuation  by  local  standards  to  the  Navajo  Nation,  by 
Greg  Bowin,  Curator,  Historic  Preservation  Office,  Navajo  Museum  and 
Library,  Window  Rock,  Navajo  Nation.  On  showing  the  piece  has  a placed 
price  of  5.7  Million.  It  is  the  largest  Navajo  weaving  that  has  ever  been, 
or  ever  will  be,  offered  for  sale,  and  will  never  be  duplicated,  or 
exceeded . 

Showings /Exhibits : 

Goldwaters  Third  Annual  Gallery  of  the  Southwest,  Scottsdale,  AZ. 

Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts,  Washington,  D.  C. 

- American  Festival  of  Evangelism,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

North  American  Indian  District  Assembly,  Kansas,  Mo. 

Denver  Museum,  Denver,  Co. 

San  Diego  Museum  of  Man,  Balboa  Park,  San  Diego,  Ca. 

Navajo  Nation  Fair  and  Parade,  Window  Rock,  Navajo  Nation 
Intertribal  Indian  Ceremonial,  Gallup,  NM 
U.S.  Presidential  Inauguration,  President  Ronald  R.  Reagan 
U.S.  Inaugural  Parade  - President  Ronald  R.  Reagan 
U.S.  Presidential  Inauguration,  President  George  Bush 
U.S.  Inaugural  Parade,  President  George  Bush 
Navajo  Nation  Museum  and  Library,  Window  Rock,  Navajo  Nation 
If  you  are  interested  in  the  purchase  of  this  piece,  please  contact  - 
Name:  Wm  P.  Battles  E-Mail  Address:  WmBattles@aol.com 

Company:  Wm.  P.  Battles  and  Associates 

Street:  203  Shonto  Boulevard 

Mailing  Address:  Post  Office  Drawer  460 
City:  Window  Rock,  Navajo  Nation 

State:  Arizona  Zip:  86515-0460  Country:  USA 

Telephone:  1-520-871-2525,  1-520-871-2527 
Fax:  1-520-871-2526 

Department:  Native  American  Fine  Art 

Navajo  Weaving  is  a meticulous  undertaking.  In  order  to  ensure  quality  in 
the  finished  product  of  the  "Twins"  constant  monitoring  and  inspection  was 
required  to  maintain  the  structure  of  the  multiple  designs.  So  meticulous 
in  fact  were  the  weavers,  that  there  was  consideration  at  one  time  of 
defraying  the  weaving  to  start  over.  However,  in  careful  contemplation 
and  adjustment  of  the  loom,  the  concern  was  corrected  and  the  weaving 
advanced  undisturbed.  This  quality  is  now  prepared  to  be  advanced  on  to 
the  buyer  of  this  near  sacred  piece  of  Navajo  culture. 

The  Chilchinbeto  "Little  Sister"  The  Lesser  Chilchinbeto  Twin 
Description : 

The  Chilchinbeto  "Little  Sister"  - the  second  largest  Navajo  weaving 
ever  created  and  the  largest  Navajo  weaving  that  will  ever  be  offered  for 
sale.  The  piece  took  two  years  to  complete.  Completed  in  1979. 

Medium: 

Natural  shorn  sheep  wool  from  approximately  50  head.  Natural  white  wool; 
synthetic  dyes  of  yellow;  rust;  reddish  brown,  gray  and  black. 

Dimensions : 

28  feet  x 26  feet,  approximately  45  miles  in  warp. 

Markings : 

This  unique  weaving,  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the  world  and  not  to  be 
duplicated,  consists  of  25  separate  Navajo  patterns  within  one  major  loom. 
The  patterns  include  8 standard  Two  Gray  Hill  patterns;  6 Storm  patterns; 

3 altered  Two  Gray  Hill  patterns;  3 Again  Altered  Two  Gray  Hills  patterns; 


4 Yeibeichai  figure  patterns;  and  1 Yeibeichai  and  Picture  Pattern  at  the 
center  point  of  the  weaving.. 

Signatures : 

The  piece  was  designed  by  Charlie  C.  Billy  and  woven  by  the  collaboration 
of  ten  traditional  weavers  - Helen  Charlie;  Kate  Lee  Charlie;  lane  H. 
Charlie;  Bessie  Red  Moustache;  Helen  Begay;  Rose  Austin;  Ioann  Singer; 
Susie  Young;  Lillie  Yazzie;  and  Lita  Kith.  At  the  time  of  this  weaving 
these  Navajo  weavers  were  all  over  the  age  of  50,  predominately  Navajo 
speaking  only,  and  had  never  held  a wage  earning  job  before.  Two  of  these 
weavers  are  no  longer  with  us. 

The  piece  was  woven  as  a project  of  the  Chilchinbeto  Chapter  House 
(a  local  political  sub-division  of  the  Navajo  tribal  government)  and  was 
sponsored  by  the  Navajo  Tribe's  Division  of  Labor,  with  funding  from  the 
Concentrated  Employment  Program  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  Linder 
this  project  the  weavers  were  paid  minimum  wage  and  had  steady  employment. 
Previously,  Navajo  weavers,  dependent  on  local  traders,  had  received 
between  three  to  five  cents  an  hour  for  their  work. 

Condition : 

Excellent.  Museum  Quality. 

Provenance : 

The  Chilchinbeto  Community  Health  Clinic  is  the  owner  of  the  piece. 

The  Chilchinbeto  Community  Health  Clinic  stands  as  a unique  institution 
and  tribute  to  the  independent  spirit  and  self  determination  of  the  Navajo 
people.  The  Chilchinbeto  Clinic  was  built  and  has  been  independently 
sustained  on  an  annual  basis  by  the  effort  of  the  community  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Indian  Health  Service  and  help  from  several  private 
entities.  The  Chapter  of  Chilchinbeto,  wishing  to  sustain  the  independent 
nature  and  vitality  of  its  Health  Clinic,  bequeathed  this  second  largest 
Navajo  weaving  in  the  world  to  support  its  Clinic.  The  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Clinic  are  now  compelled  to  sell  this  one  of  a kind  masterpiece  to 
maintain  the  continued  and  necessary  services  of  the  Clinic.  It  is  the 
hope  that  sufficient  funds  will  be  raised  by  which  to  establish  an 
endowment  by  which  to  provide  for  the  perpetual  existence  of  the  clinic 
which  has  a regular  average  annual  budget  of  approximately  $350,000.00  per 
year.  The  Clinic  has  recently  been  made  to  nearly  close  but  for  essential 
services.  Since  Lives  have  been  lost  as  a result  of  the  inability  to 
provide  rural  medical  and  emergency  services  in  this  rural  area  of  the 
Navajo  Nation  this  art  piece  is  all  the  local  community  has  which  can 
serve  as  an  asset  to  provide  these  locally  necessary  medical  services. 

The  clinic  serves  a 1700  mile  radius,  and  sees  7,000  patients  a year, 
mostly  children  and  elderly  members  of  the  tribe  living  in  this  remote 
area,  which  is  nearly  centrally  located  on  the  Navajo  Nation,  the  largest 
Indian  Reservation  in  the  United  States. 

Exhibit  History: 

The  piece  has  toured  nationally  and  internationally  to  the  Navajo  Nation. 
The  piece  is  presently  on  display  at  the  Navajo  Museum  and  Library  located 
in  Window  Rock,  Navajo  Nation. 

Prior  Appraisals: 

The  piece  was  last  appraised  in  1980  and  valued  at  $950,000.00.  The  piece 
is  authentic;  original;  and  one  of  a kind  - and  impossible  to  replicate. 
Present  evaluations  made  by  the  Navajo  Museum  and  Historic  Preservation 
Department  of  the  Navajo  Nation  have  approximated  value  at  5.7  Million. 
There  is  no  true  premise  by  which  to  price  this  piece.  It  is  exclusive, 
one  of  a kind,  and  a preserving  artifact,  in  perfect  condition,  of  an 
entire  single  culture  of  people,  and  the  largest  such  contribution  ever 
made  by  the  Navajo  People  by  way  of  contemporary  art. 

Comments : 

This  artwork  is  for  sale.  But  please  do  not  be  discouraged  if  you  "don't 
have  the  right  place  to  put  it".  Any  assistance  that  you  might  be  able  to 
offer  this  remote  Health  Clinic  is  greatly  appreciated. 

The  Chilchinbeto  Health  Clinic  is  exempt  from  federal  taxation  under 
Section  501c(3)  of  the  IRC.  Donors  may  deduct  contributions  to  the 
Chilchinbeto  Health  Clinic  as  provided  in  Section  170  of  the  IRC,  subject 
to  provisions  2055,  2106  and  2522  of  the  Code.  IRS  Notice  of  Tax  Free 
Status  will  be  provided  with  receipt. 


Contributions  should  be  sent  to:  President  of  the  Board  of 

Directors  Chilchinbeto  Community  Health  Clinic  Post  Office  Box  1496 
Kayenta,  Navajo  Nation  (AZ)  86033  Tele  - 1-520-697-3236/8154  Fax  - 1-520- 
697-8559 

As  to  Matters  of  Sale  - 

Transactions  occurring  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  Navajo 
Nation  are  not  subject  to  direct  state  or  federal  tax.  No  applicable 
tribal  tax  presently  exists. 

Proceeds  of  the  sale,  less  costs  and  expenses  of  sale  due  on  sale,  should 
be  made  payable  to  The  Law  Offices  of  Wm.  P.  Battles  and  Associates  and 
the  Chilchinbeto  Health  and  Development  Corporation.  Transaction  to  be 
arranged  by  Eric  Sexton,  Indian  Desk,  BankOne  Bank,  Phoenix,  Arizona. 
Arizona  BankOne  (BankOne  of  Arizona)  1-602-221-1714. 


[Editorial  Comment:  I asked  how  this  high  dollar  sale  benefited  the  People 
Bill's  answer  follows: 

Your  question  is  more  than  valid,  and  not  so  simple  to  answer. 

The  weaving,  as  explained  belongs  to  the  Chilchinbeto  Health  Clinic,  a 
small  rural  clinic  located  at  Chilchinbeto,  where  the  two  Twins  were  woven. 

The  Clinic  is  presently  drastically  underfunded  (and  had  first  thought 
they  were  going  to  be  totally  defunded).  The  clinic  serves  about  7000 
visits  a year,  mostly  elderly  and  children.  The  Rough  Rough  Community 
School  is  nearby.  The  Clinic  provides  routine  and  emergency  services, 
including  rescue  services  to  the  local  residents  and  many  tourists.  The 
funding  crisis  started  in  about  May  of  this  year,  although  it  had  been 
developing  for  several  years  preceeding. 

Due  to  the  situation  at  Chilchinbeto  - the  Board  of  Directors  have 
decided  to  offer  its  weaving  for  sale.  Yes,  it  is  high-end,  for  indeed  it 
is  the  only  one  of  its  kind,  and  can  never  be  replicated  in  the  same 
method  or  manner  - but  by  machine.  Does  the  clinic  have  any  choices?  No.. 
. . not  any  realistic  choices,  funding  rural  health  care  for  tribal  members 
is  not  a priority  for  any  regular  funding  resources  including  the  Navajo 
Nation  government  - who  sees  the  responsibility  exclusively  as  a duty  of 
the  U.  S.  Government  - even  as  while  people  are  dying,  and  going  untreated. 

Presently  the  staff  and  management,  including  medical  staff,  have  agreed 
to  volunteer  continuing  services  until  the  weaving  is  sold.  The  proceeds 
of  the  sale  are  to  be  deposited  to  an  endowment  for  perpetual  funding,  (ie. 
Eric  Sexton,  BankOne).  This  will  allow  the  clinic  to  continue  its 
services.  In  the  alternative,  the  local  residents  of  this  some  1000  mile 
services  area  will  be  required  to  travel  to  the  Agency  Office  facilities 
of  the  Public  Health  Service,  as  is  presently  the  case  for  trauma  care 
given  that  the  facility  is  unable  to  fund  emergency  transports.  Since 
this  crisis  has  hit  the  clinic  the  loss  to  the  community  has  been  measured 
by  the  lives  of  several  children,  and  one  paralyzed,  for  lack  of  immediate 
medical  attention.  The  episode  can  only  repeat  itself  and  not  improve 
unless  this  piece  is  sold  or  other  funding  becomes  available. 

In  my  efforts  to  assist  the  clinic  I have  been  confronted  by  several 
realities  which  the  Clinic  is  finding  difficult  by  its  position  to  swallow. 

According  to  Sotheby's  - the  most  valuable  piece  of  Native  American  Art 
known  to  them  to  have  been  put  to  market  was  a "traditional  mask"  which 
sold  in  the  range  of  $500,000.00.  Sotheby's  places  a pre-auction  value  on 
THIS  piece  of  $250,000  - $350,000.00  for  its  buying  market.  As  you  note 
from  the  material  I took  from  the  information  available  on  the  weavings, 
this  estimate  is  barely  $12.00  per  hour,  by  best  dollar. 

How  does  this  impact  the  Dine'  weavers  who  did  the  weaving?  How  does 
this  impact  the  Navajo  Nation?  Both  interesting  questions.  Directly,  the 
weavers  can  only  be  credited  with  the  achievement,  and  it  finally  being 
recognized  for  the  art  form,  and  value  as  one  should  appreciate.  But  the 
weavers  wove  the  textile  for  the  Health  Clinic  - it  is  truly  the  recipient 
of  the  proceeds  which  then  filter  in  necessary  medical  services  to  the 
local  people.  The  Navajo  Nation?  Even  more  difficult  - most  think  of  the 
Navajo  Nation  as  the  government  located  in  Window  Rock.  The  government 
will  essentially  receive  nothing  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  present  sales 
taxes  - if  that  is  what  you  mean.  The  Navajo  Tribe,  the  people  on  the 
other  hand,  especially  the  traditionals  and  weavers,  will  finally  have 


some  acknowledgment  of  their  worth  and  value  through  the  marketing  of 
their  efforts,  and  create  a proper  market  for  this  disappearing  artform  - 
if  an  appropriate  price  is  achieved  for  the  piece  - on  the  other  hand  if 
this  piece  does  sell  for  less  than  it  is  worth  - then  of  course  - we 
remain  in  commerce  at  the  "trinket  and  exchange  rate"  of  the  Manhattan 
Island  days.  We  can  also  be  assured  that  what  we  offer  for  sale  will 
never  be  appreciated,  and  only  that  which  we  do  not  offer  will  be  sought 
out  in  continued  plunder. 

I don't  know  if  this,  therefore,  is  the  right  medium  - and  leave  that  to 
your  judgment.  I do  know  that  I have  offered  to  the  Clinic  that  I will  do 
everything  humanely  possible  to  sell  this  artwork  for  them  for  the  best 
price  possible  so  that  they  don't  have  to  explain  to  Navajo  parents  why 
their  children  needlessly  died  in  the  recent  car  accident,  or  why  their 
son  is  paralyzed  because  he  couldn't  be  backboarded,  or  why  grandma  went 
into  shock  or  coma  without  her  insulin;  or  why  the  four  wheelers  won't  be 
working  this  winter  for  the  very  remotely  located  elderly  who  are  so 
subject  to  death  by  exposure,  etc. 

In  this  same  respect,  any  effort  to  help  the  Clinic  otherwise  is  also 
appreciated.  That  information  is  also  provided.  In  point,  if  any  of  your 
Native  American  readers  are  interested  in  helping,  it  is  appreciated  by 
the  local  people  that  our  tribes  can  find  themselves  coming  together  for 
common  and  "real  people"  causes...  it  might  also  afford  the  opportunity 
for  some  of  our  people,  with  the  means,  to  keep  this  piece  within  our 
grasp  and  preserved  at  least  among  us,  or  some  of  our  better  off  tribes... 
lastly  it  gives  us  the  opportunity  to  know  the  sacrifices  being  made  to 
just  simply  survive  and  see  this  piece  of  our  history  also  pass  by  us, 
hopefully  with  more  dignity  than  the  history  before  it. 

I just  had  the  opportunity  to  speak  with  the  Chairperson  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Chilchinbeto  Health  Center  regarding  a photo  shoot  for 
"The  Little  Sister"  and  was  met  with  yet  another  tragedy. . . last  evening. . . 
details  are  forthcoming. . . . the  community  lost  one  of  its  teachers  to  a 
motor  vehicle  accident  due  to  the  lack  of  Emergency  Medical  Services 

previously  provided  by  the  Clinic  the  community  is  saddened...  and 

the  situation  grows  worse... when  the  details  are  available  they  will  be 
provided.  The  tally  of  loss  can  only  grow.  Sadly  I pass  this  information 
along 

Bill  Battles 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Thu,  2 Oct  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

In  my  e-mailbox  this  week: 

Greetings, 

In  1995  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  held  siege  to  14  native  and  4 
non-native  people  defending  sacred  Sundance  grounds  and  the  Sundancers 
after  threats  from  a local  cattle  rancher.  The  standoff  that  ensued  was  the 
largest  Canadian  military  "exercise"  since  the  Korean  war  --  over  77,000 
rounds  of  bullets  fired  by  the  police  and  military.  Miraculously,  the  only 
casualty  was  a dog  that  was  deliberately  killed  by  a sniper  as  it  and  two 
unarmed  people  fled  from  a military  tank  after  their  truck  was  blown  up  by 
a land  mine.  After  more  than  a month  under  siege,  and  under  the  guidance  of 
a spiritual  leader  who  had  flown  in  to  assist,  the  Ts'Peten  Defenders  felt 
it  was  appropriate  to  end  their  stand  and  walked  out  of  their  camp.  They 
were  promptly  arrested  and  subjected  to  a bizarre  year-long  trial  that 
ended  with  the  judge  instructing  the  jury  to  ignore  all  defenses  presented. 
Of  the  15  Defenders  convicted,  13  were  given  jail  sentences.  One  has  since 
been  released  on  electronic  monitoring. 

Two  of  the  Defenders  are  appealing  the  conviction  on  the  grounds  that 


because  the  land  in  question  is  Shuswap  land,  never  signed  over  the  BC 
government  by  a treaty,  the  BC  government  (and  its  court  and  police)  have 
no  jurisdiction  on  that  land.  This  was  one  of  the  defenses  that  was 
presented  at  the  initial  trial,  but  the  judge  instructed  the  jury  not  to 
consider  it. 

The  addresses  for  these  two  Defenders  are: 

Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace) 

Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 

"OH"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 
Many  thanks  for  the  important  work  you  are  doing. 

Warm  regards, 

Hoshua  Goldberg 
SISIS  www  coordinator 


Once  more  I would  like  to  thank  Thomas  Sunhawk,  who  provided  much  of 
my  current  Native  Prisoner  pen  pal  list,  and  to  encourage  readers  to 
visit  Laura  Brooks  homepage  for  the  complete  list,  which  includes 
her  original  list,  Sunhawk' s list,  and  the  list  I started  with  from  our 
friend  River.  Laura's  site  is  at  http://www.geocities.com/capitolhill/9118. 
You'll  also  find  good  discussions  there  about  Native  prisoner  religious 
rights  and  other  legal  issues  and  some  great  links. 

Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Both  Laura  and  I would  greatly  appreciate  knowing  about  any  other 
Native  inmate  needing  contact. 

Please  send  all  correspondence  for  "Native  Prisoner"  to  evestar@juno.com 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Mon,  29  Sep  1997  13:46:38  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  22 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTR0M.ST30HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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WHAT  TIME  IS  IT? 


The  Man-on-the-band-stand  sent  to  the  office,  the  above  question,  and  the 
following  clipping  from  an  exchange  was  sent  in  reply: 

What  time  is  it? 

Time  to  do  well; 

Time  to  live  better; 

Give  up  the  grudge; 

Answer  that  letter; 

Speaking  that  kind  word  to  sweeten  a sorrow; 

Do  that  good  deed  you  would  leave  till  to-morrow. 

What  time  is  it? 

Time  to  be  earnest. 

Laying  up  treasure; 

Time  to  be  thoughtful. 

Choosing  true  pleasure; 

Loving  stern  justice,  of  truth  being  fond-- 
Making  your  word  just  as  good  as  your  bond. 


THE  COLORADO  RIVER  INDIANS. 


A Misleading  Statement  in  the  "Helper,"  set  Straight. 

In  the  August  27th  issue  of  the  INDIAN  HELPER,  there  appeared  an  article 
about  the  Indian  tribes  of  Arizona.  We  drew  our  statements  from  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  government  school  near  the  Needles. 

The  following  letter  explains  the  statements  which  are  claimed  as 
misleading.  We  are  always  glad  to  be  set  straight  and  thank  Agent 
McNichols  for  his  kind  letter: 

The  Letter. 

COLORADO  RIVER  AGENCY, 

PARKER,  YUMA  CO.,  ARIZ,  Sept.  13,  1897. 

EDITOR  INDIAN  HELPER,  CARLISLE,  PA. 

DEAR  SIR:--  Permit  me  to  say  that  some  of  the  statements  in  the  article 
concerning  the  Mojave  Indians,  in  your  issue  of  August  27th,  are 
misleading  so  far  as  giving  a true  idea  of  the  condition  of  the  Mojave 
Indians  on  the  Colorado  River  Indian  Reservation.  I believe  that  the 
article  pretty  accurately  describes  the  condition  of  the  Mojaves  at 
Needles  and  Ft.  Mojave,  but  with  the  one  overshadowing  error  that  there 
are  Indian  reservations  at  those  places.  There  is  but  one  reservation  for 
the  Mojave  tribe  and  that  is  the  Colorado  River  reservation,  the  North 
line  of  which  is  about  70  miles  South  of  Needles,  California.  Those  at  Ft. 
Mojave  and  Needles  are  non-reservation  Indians  and  are  subject  to  no 
restraining  influence  save  what  may  be  exerted  by  the  Ft.  Mojave  school. 

The  condition  of  the  800  Mojave  Indians  on  the  reservation  is  quite 
different  from  those  of  the  non-reservation  Indians  described  in  the 
article.  The  former  have  long  since  ceased  to  burn  the  personal  property 


of  a deceased  Indian,  or  to  sacrifice  other  property  upon  the  death  of  one 
of  their  number.  They  still  cremate  their  dead,  but  they  do  it  in  an 
orderly  manner,  at  least  six  hours  after  death.  Of  late  all  funerals  near 
the  agency  have  been  conducted  by  a missionary  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  now  residing  here.  The  wild  orgies  have  given  place  to  singing 
such  songs  as  "Nearer  My  God  to  Thee,"  and  every  head  is  bowed  in 
prayerful  attitude.  No  attempt  is  made  to  hold  funeral  services  until 
after  the  Agency  Physician  has  examined  the  body  and  given  permission,  and 
the  minister  is  sent  for  voluntarily.  While  there  is  plenty  of  room  for 
further  improvement,  the  morals  of  the  reservation  Mojaves  are  much  in 
advance  of  their  non-reservation  kindred.  Promiscuous  intercourse  is  no 
longer  openly  practiced  and  the  habit  of  changing  wives  has  been  almost 
broken  up.  Christian  marriages  are  becoming  common  and  the  sacredness  of 
home  ties  is  dawning  upon  them.  Practically  all  the  reservation  Mojaves 
have  adobe  houses,  with  fire  places  and  chimneys.  All  have  something  in 
the  way  of  cooking  utensils.  The  greater  number  of  families  have  "dutch 
ovens,"  and  a few  have  regular  cooking  stoves.  Some  homes  have  organs  and 
sewing  machines  and  they  are  well  cared  for.  Civilized  dress  has  been 
adopted.  All  the  male  Indian  employees  wear  their  hair  cut 


(Continued  on  last  page) 


Let  us  be  friendly  to  the  friendless. 

Be  thankful  for  a little  and  you  will  receive  more.  --MARY  LYON. 

Every  week,  we  get  clubs  of  ten  and  two  cents  extra  for  the  Souvenir  of  the 
school,  containing  sixty  views.  It  is  an  easy  way  to  obtain  the  views,  a 
glance  through  which  is  almost  equivalent  to  a visit.  Mrs.  W.  Z.  Bentz, 
South  Hanover  Street,  gave  a luncheon  on  Saturday  last  in  honor  of  Miss 
Olivia  lohannsdotter,  of  Iceland,  who  is  still  with  us.  Miss  Olivia  is 
busy,  this  week,  getting  off  some  correspondence  for  an  Icelandic  paper. 
Miss  Annie  Kowuni,  '97,  has  entered  Drexel  Institute  to  take  the  private 
secretary's  course.  She  will  make  her  home  with  a private  family,  where 
she  will  work  out  of  hours  and  off-days  for  her  board.  She  has  a free 
scholarship.  No  student  can  afford  to  be  without  the  HELPER.  Even  those 
here  on  the  grounds  do  not  learn  all  that  is  going  on,  till  they  read  the 
HELPER.  Have  one  for  yourself!  It  is  SMALL  business  to  depend  upon  one 
paid  for  by  somebody  else.  Captain  Pratt  has  sustained  a great  loss  in  the 
death  of  his  favorite  mare.  Belle.  She  died  of  pink-eye,  a disease  that 
is  contagious,  there  being  a number  of  cases  in  town.  Everything  was  done 
to  save  her  that  was  possible.  Black,  now,  has  the  same  fatal  disease.  Mr. 
Guy  Colony,  who  16  years  ago  was  a wee  boy  with  us  when  his  father  was 
disciplinarian,  dropped  in  on  Wednesday  as  he  was  passing  on  his  wheel. 

Of  course  his  old  friends  did  not  know  the  young  man.  He  and  his  brother 
were  on  their  way  from  Philadelphia  to  Huntington,  their  present  home.  The 
band  is  practicing  some  fine  new  music.  From  the  beginning  it  makes,  we 
will  have  a better  organization  than  ever  this  year.  There  is  excellent 
material,  and  all  they  need  is  practice,  practice,  practice,  INDIVIDUAL 
practice,  to  work  out  some  of  the  discord.  The  old  stand-bys  maintain 
their  usual  excellence.  The  playing  at  the  sociable  Saturday  night  more 
than  satisfied  every  listener.  Since  vacation,  a number  of  girls  have  been 
tried  at  the  new  shirt  ironer  in  the  laundry.  Sadie  Butler  and  Nellie 
O'Dell  have  become  quite  expert,  and  do  most  acceptable  work.  At  the 
mangle,  no  one  folds  the  clothes  more  neatly  than  Flora  Ross.  Kittie 
Silverheels  purchased  a Hawkeye  camera  while  in  the  country  this  summer. 

She  has  learned  to  operate  it  successfully  and  does  her  own  developing. 

Sara  Smith,  '97,  also  knows  how,  and  expects  to  get  a camera  soon.  The 
latter  is  Professor  Bakeless'  Assistant  this  year,  having  special  charge 
of  the  reference  library.  Do  you  want  to  help  the  HELPER  help?  Send  us 
TEN  names  with  P.0,  addresses  of  people  who  might  become  interested  in  the 
cause  of  Indian  education  should  they  have  a chance  to  read  sample  copies 
of  our  little  paper.  Some  left-over  copies  of  the  HELPER  have  accumulated 
which  should  be  out  in  the  country  working  for  their  own  support.  Miss 
Hulme  is  walking  lame  from  having  run  against  a rocking-chair  in  the  dark. 
She  does  not  say  much,  however,  about  the  bruise  received  from  a fall  from 
her  wheel  a few  evenings  before.  Somehow,  that  rocking  chair  knew  exactly 


where  the  bicycle  bruise  was  located,  and  hit  it  squarely  in  the  centre. 
Rocking-chairs  in  the  dark  are  very  intelligent  things  sometimes.  The 
King's  Daughters  have  been  organized  for  the  year  with  the  following  named 
leaders:  Wayside  Gleaners-The  Binders,  Miss  Nana  Pratt;  the  Reapers,  Miss 
Cummins;  Sunshine  Scatters,  Miss  Barclay;  Lend-a-Hand  Circle,  Miss 
Luckenbach;  What-so-evers,  1st  section.  Miss  Shaffner;  2nd  section.  Miss 
Miles;  Willing  Workers,  Miss  Simmons  and  Miss  Bailey;  The  Little  Learners, 
Miss  Ericson.  Their  lessons  in  Bible  Study  will  be  upon  the  life  of 
Christ  as  found  in  the  four  Gospels.  Miss  Ely  is  off  for  her  annual  leave 
after  a hard  summer's  pull  with  her  outing  pupils,  numbering  over  600. 

Her  work  is  to  place  the  pupils  in  country  homes,  make  all  the 
arrangements  for  their  coming  and  going,  receive  reports  from  them  monthly 
and  attend  to  all  the  correspondence  connected  with  that  branch  of  our 
school  work.  Her  desk  is  piled  with  letters  nearly  all  the  time,  needing 
attention.  She  will  visit  friends  and  relatives  in  Kansas  during  her 
absence,  and  no  doubt  will  return,  as  she  always  does,  refreshed  and 
rested.  On  last  Thursday,  at  the  opening  exercises  of  school,  Antonio 
Apache  gave  an  account  of  his  trip  through  the  British  Colonies.  On 
Friday,  "Seth  Lowe  and  the  Greater  New  York,"  occupied  the  time.  Professor 
Bakeless  the  speaker.  On  Monday  he  again  spoke  upon  Nicola  Tesla  and  his 
Electrical  Researches,  showing  how  little  things  change  the  world.  On 
Tuesday,  lames  Wheelock,  played  a clarinet  solo,  accompanied  on  piano  by 
Miss  Simmons.  It  was  one  of  Hartmann's  compositions  and  was  beautifully 
rendered  and  well  received.  On  Wednesday,  Miss  Lida  Standing  gave  an 
excellent  talk  on  "Lord  Nelson  and  his  Service  in  the  British  Navy. ' The 
talks  at  the  opening  exercises  this  year  have  all  been  spirited  and  much 
enjoyed . 


New  moon ! 

Fair  week,  this. 

Overcoats  feel  good. 

Good-bye,  straw  hats! 

lack  Frost  has  put  in  an  appearance. 

The  Normal  Teachers  are  working  faithfully. 

Lone  Bear,  an  Apache  Indian,  has  come  to  us. 

The  Seniors  are  studying  "Refraction  of  Light'. 

Miss  Cummins  has  Miss  Ely's  desk  during  the  month  of  October. 

That  was  a jolly  sociable  Saturday  night.  A number  of  guests  were  out  from 
town.  Miss  Luckenbach  made  the  hearts  of  the  printers  happy  by  a crate  of 
peaches.  Mrs.  Dennison  Wheelock  has  a new  Cleveland,  which  she  prizes  very 
highly.  Susie  Yupie  one  of  the  new  girls  this  year  is  said  to  be  skillful 
with  her  needle.  The  Indian  Band  is  to  meet  the  Gobin  Guards  when  they 
return  from  Hazleton.  The  new  football  suits  for  first  team  are  fine.  Red 
and  old-gold--our  school  colors.  Eighth  grade  are  struggling  with  the 
mysteries  of  the  complex  sentence,  and  interest.  Our  first  foot-ball  team 
plays  Dickinson  College  tomorrow,  the  first  game  of  the  season  for  us.  The 
Duniors  are  hard  at  work  learning  to  write  English  as  Irving  did.  They 
are  studying  his  life.  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  are  still  in  Denver,  Colorado, 
at  the  home  of  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Guy  LeRoy  Stevick.  Ida  Bennet ' s 
button-holes  are  a delight  to  the  eye;  not  only  to  the  needle's  eye  but  to 
the  eye  of  the  beholder.  Some  of  the  grades  are  making  a hard  struggle  for 
only  best  work  in  writing.  A surprising  advance  in  penmanship  is  the 
result.  Antonio  Apache  left  for  San  Carlos,  Arizona,  on  Tuesday  evening. 

He  will  see  what  pupils  down  that  way  wish  to  come  to  Carlisle.  The  last 
Teachers'  Meeting  had  a survey  of  the  work  of  the  Chautauqua  Summer  school, 
and  Manual  Training  of  Germany  and  France.  This  year  we  have  been  blessed 
with  an  abundance  of  nice  tomatoes  for  the  pupils'  table.  A number  of 
gallons  have  been  canned  for  winter  use.  We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Miss 
Linnie  Thompson,  our  prima  donna,  is  somewhat  ill  in  the  hospital.  We 
hope  she  will  soon  be  better;  for  we  miss  her  voice.  Any  teacher  wishing 
to  use  the  HELPER  for  Supplementary  Reading  in  her  school  may  have,  free, 

as  many  copies  of  anyone  number  as  will  supply  her  school  or  class.  Sixty 

Indian  boys  in  charge  of  Frank  Hudson,  went  to  the  lower  farm  on  Saturday 

morning,  cut  18  acres  of  corn  and  were  back  to  the  school  in  time  for 

dinner,  and  the  work  was  well  done.  The  Wayside  Gleaners  held  a gathering 


in  party,  at  Miss  Nana  Pratt's  on  Tuesday  evening,  at  which  the  leaders  of 
all  the  circles  were  invited.  Refreshments  were  served  and  a general  good 
time  enjoyed.  Miss  Cummins  ran  across  a new  relative  of  Amos  Quito  in 
Washington.  None  other  than  "Anti  Skeet."  The  Susan  Longstreth  Literary 
Society  had  an  interesting  program  last  Friday  evening.  There  were  a 
number  of  visitors  present.  Professor  Bakeless,  Misses  Shaffner,  Hill  and 
Burgess  were  invited  by  Mrs.  Standing  to  dine  with  Col.  Duncan,  Indian 
Inspector,  on  Saturday.  Some  one  says  that  Thomas  Denomie  is  a most 
excellent  and  careful  janitor.  This  is  in  keeping  with  his  excellent 
reputation  at  his  farm  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weber  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  birth  of  a new  little  daughter  at  their  home.  Now  Albert  has  a little 
sister  and  he  no  doubt  is  very  proud  of  her.  Mrs.  Noetling,  wife  of  Prof. 
Wm.  Noetling  of  the  Chair  of  Pedagogy  in  the  Bloomsburg  Normal  School,  and 
her  daughter,  visited  our  school  on  Monday.  They  were  delighted  with  the 
institution.  Master  Dick  Pratt  and  his  three  sisters,  Sara,  Roxanna  and 
Marion  after  an  enjoyable  visit  of  several  weeks  at  the  school,  returned 
to  Steelton  on  Friday  last,  and  the  very  heavens  wept  all  day.  Miss 
Shaffner  must  have  been  very  hungry  when  she  visited  the  printing  office 
the  other  day,  for  she  did  not  leave  it  without  making  a pi,  the  very 
sight  of  which  scared  her  so  that  she  could  not  eat  it  after  all.  Leander 
Gansworth,  '96,  addressed  the  Union  Y.M.C.A.,  at  the  Methodist  Church  in 
town,  last  Sunday.  He  told  of  the  work  of  our  school  Y.M.C.A.,  which 
organization  was  highly  spoken  of  from  the  platform.  Mr.  Charles  W.  Harvey, 
State  College  Secretary  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was  with 
us  over  Sunday,  dividing  his  time  between  the  Indian  School  and  Dickinson 
College.  There  was  an  extra  meeting  held  on  Sunday.  We  are  now  "fixed"  in 
our  new  quarters,  the  last  finishing  touches  having  been  given  by  Mr. 

Weber  in  bringing  the  water  pipes,  and  Mr.  Harkness  in  suspending  tin 
hangers  for  the  oil  drops.  The  girls  have  come  in  flocks  to  the  printing 
office  this  week  to  see  us  in  our  new  home,  and  they  are  ever  welcome 
guests.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  that  they  ought  to 
visit  the  shops  more  than  they  have  in  the  past,  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
industries.  Indian  Inspector  Duncan  left  on  Tuesday  evening  for  the  West. 

He  did  not  inspect  us  regularly,  but  rather  visited  the  school.  A 
stranger  to  all  when  he  cam 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Oct  8 00:37:03  1997 
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From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.041 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Big  Mountain  & NativeWeb  lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  KOLA;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroups:  alt. native,  soc. culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"When  the  Earth  has  been  ravaged  and  the  animals  are  dieing 
a tribe  of  people  from  all  races,  creeds  and  colours  will  put 
their  faith  in  deeds,  not  words  to  make  the  land  green  again." 

Hopi  Prophecy 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

| i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  [ 

t so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


I have  been  granted  the  honor  of  serving  as  MC  at  the  Ft.  Payne,  Alabama 
Veterans'  Powwow  October  11  and  12.  It  has  brought  to  mind  the  many  we  left 
behind.  I wish  to  share  a poem,  written  by  limmy  D.  Shields  that  I ask 
you  to  consider  and  carry  with  you  if  you  think  it  a good  thing. 

VIETNAM  VETERAN 

I was  in  a LAND  called  "VIETNAM", 

From  FIOME  so  far  away. 

I thought  I was  serving  my  COUNTRY. 

While  some  men  turned  away. 

I have  LIVED  with  PERSECUTION 
For  doing  what  they  say  was  RIGHT. 

I was  among  the  "MEN  of  MEN", 

The  MEN  who  went  to  FIGHT. 

In  the  wake  of  all  I've  seen, 

I retreat  inside  MYSELF, 

To  reinforce  the  walls  of  SOLITUDE, 

To  PROTECT  GOD'S  given  WEALTH. 

And  in  this  WORLD  the  BLUES, 

Are  shadowed  only  by  the  GRAYS, 

And  the  SILENCE  of  the  NIGHT 
Is  much  LOUDER  than  the  DAY'S. 

Yes,  I'm  a "VIETNAM  VETERAN" 

With  MEMORIES  that  won't  go  away. 

My  SOUL  still  ROAMS  in  VIETNAM, 

While  LIFE  passes  by,  "DAY  after  DAY". 

1IMMY  D.  SHIELDS  (copyright) 

Remember,  the  wars  are  not  all  waged  on  foreign  soil.  It  is  now  winter  on 
many  of  the  reservations  and  reserves.  Our  precious  elders  and  children  are 
in  great  peril,  and  some  will  not  awaken  in  the  spring.  PLEASE  do  what  you 
can  to  help.  Warm  clothes,  blankets,  fuel,  food  are  but  a few  of  the  great 
needs.  If  you  can  sit  and  read  this  without  reaching  out  to  help  those  in 
need,  the  dominant  society  has  already  won...  because  now,  we  do  shoot  our 
own  wounded. 

I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

Wado  for  offering  help.  I have  the  following  addresses  of  Oglala 
who  I _know_  will  distribute  your  gifts  fairly  to  all  who  have  a need. 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

David  Swallow  or  Gerald  Ice 
% Gerald  ice 
P.0.  Box  199 
Wounded  Knee,  SD  57794 

Or.  . . 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 


714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 


Again,  thank  you  for  caring.  I will  try  to  expand  on  this  list,  and  post 
it  here  in  Wotanging  Ikche. 

If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow, 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 

Last  issue  included  an  article  about  the  problems  facing  Freaman  Rock. 

For  those  who  want  to  help  with  the  legal  costs  here's  how: 


Date:  Thu,  2 Oct  1997  15:55:55  -0500 

From:  Bernard  & Feather  Rock  <eaglerok@NORTHERNNET.COM> 

Sub j : Freaman  Rock  Legal  Fees 

A bank  account  has  been  established  for  donations  for  legal  defense  of 
Freaman  Rock. 

Donations  can  be  sent  to: 

Donations  for  Freaman  Rock  Legal  Fees 
TCF  National  Bank 
405  No.  Robert  St. 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota  55101-2097 
Attn:  Anna  Brannon 

Ms.  Brannon  can  be  reached  at  612-291-4087 

To  wire  direct  donations: 

Donations  for  Freaman  Rock  Legal  Fees 
TCF  National  Bank 
801  Marquette  Ave. 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55404 

ABA  291-07-001 

Acct . # 285-160-4065 

The  following  letter  arrived  in  my  email.  I will  let  it  speak  for  itself. 

begin  forward  

From:  EILEENZO@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  2 Oct  1997  20:00:34  -0400  (EDT) 

Sub j : Mascots! 

Dear  Gary, 

I came  across  an  article  written  by  Tim  Giago  sometime  ago  called," 
Mascots,  Spirituality,  and  insensitivity".  It  addressed  the  issue  of  sham 
rituals  of  wearing  feathers,  painting  faces,  and  the  so  called  war  whoops. 

Last  night,  while  watching  the  local  news  they  reported  about  people  going 
to  the  Atlanta  Brave  games.  They  went  on  to  say  that  people  do  not  have  muc 
spirit  this  year.  Because  they  are  not  painting  their  faces  and  dressing 
like  what  they  think  an  Indian  should  look  like. 

After  reading  Mr.  Giago' s article  I have  a better  understanding  of  the 
spirituality  of  the  Indian  people.  Gary,  someone  needs  to  bring  this  issue 
back  to  light.  People  are  talking  so  much  about  making  national  apologies 
for  past  wrongs  in  history.  It  would  be  good  to  bring  this  issue  back  at 
this  time.  It  is  time  to  remind  people  of  Atlanta  of  how  insensitive  they 
are  by  that  type  of  action.  It  would  be  nice  to  have  this  city  (the  fans  of 

the  Atlanta  Braves)  to  set  an  example  for  the  rest  of  the  country  and  show 

their  respect  to  a culture  that  is  well  deserving  of  it!!! 

Eileen 

enc|  forward  

It  looks  like  we  may  again  hear  the  idotic  tomahawk  chop  of  Atlanta  fans 

and  "wah"  cries  of  Cleveland  fans.  I always  ask  (and  never  receive  a 

reply),  "Where  is  the  honor  of  one  human  being  or  Peoples  serving  as  a 
mascot  for  another  or  others?" 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 


In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

10.10.1973  Phillip  Little  Crow  - AIM  supporter  beaten  to  death  by 
Goons  at  Pine  Ridge. 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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RE:  A Sad  Anniversary" 


Date:  Wed,  1 Oct  1997  21:30:06  -0800 

From:  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  G Gruff  Esq."  <rsmfp@aurora . alaska . edu> 
Sub j : A SAD  anniversary... 

Newsgroups : soc . culture. native, alt . native 

A voice  from  the  tip  of  the  distant  nunatak. . . 


These  News-groups  have  lately  heard  the  frustration  of  treaties  all  broken. 

"NO  treaties  have  been  honored."  This  situation  is  so  well  known  that 
it  elicits  wry  jokes  amongst  those  "treated."  At  a meeting  of  the 
Alaskan  Natives  in  Anchorage  some  years  ago,  a NASA  official  was 
telling  about  the  upcoming  trips  to  the  planets.  An  elder  rose,  and 
volunteered:  "If  you  should  need  any  treaties  on  your  journey,  we 
have  a BUNCH  of  unused  ones  you  may  take  with  you." 

159  years  ago,  today  (1  Oct),  began  the  madness  called  the  "Trail  of 
Tears . " 

Few  realize  it,  but  at  that  moment,  the  greatest  treaty  had  been 
broken,  and  that  one,  once  and  for  all.  I speak  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  It  treated  with  God  and  the  people,  and,  when 
the  Cherokees  began  their  walk,  it  ended.  It  died  out  there,  ignored, 
cast  out  of  its  home. 

Many  groups  had  wanted  to  get  along  with  the  white  newcomers.  WHOLE 
NATIONS!  The  Iroquois,  the  Shawnee.  Treaty  after  treaty,  broken.  Lands 
were  sold  by  the  Iroquois  and  others,  and  then  more  taken  by  force. 

Lands  were  given  to  the  Shawnee,  and  other  nations,  by  treat,  and  then 
sold  and  taken  from  under  them,  by  force.  The  nations  wanted  to  have 
their  own  land,  and  were  so  promised.  Then,  the  land  was  always  taken 
away.  Why  rehearse  history? 

Then  came  the  President,  Andrew  Jackson.  Not  even  an  AMERICAN  by  birth, 
nor  naturalized,  if  you  will.  Lied  about  his  age,  and  place  of  birth. 

(Why  should  lying  sound  so  unusual  or  now  startle  us?)  It  began  THEN! 
Jackson,  a drunken  survey  party  member  at  the  taking  of  the  "Can-tuc-kee" 
lands  from  the  Nations.  An  "Indian"  hater. 

The  Constitution  was  NOT  working  "for  the  people."  It  was  being  side 
stepped  all  over  the  place.  Finally,  Jackson,  the  Irishman,  ignored  the 
rulings  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  sent  property  owning  Americans,  who  had 


attempted  to  live  the  ways  of  the  newcomers,  to  the  first  Concentration 
Camp  on  this  continent.  A precedent  was  set.  And  the  nation  went  on, 
professing  "manifest  destiny,"  making  their  God  responsible  for  the 
theft  and  concentration  camps. 

From  thence,  there  has  been  nothing  but  ignoring  of  "for  the  people, 
by  the  people,  and  of  the  people."  So  much  for  "all  men  are  created 
equal . " 

Now,  all  live  in  a police  state. 

Trail  of  Tears . . . 

Those  tears,  shed  then,  and  before,  were  not  just  for  themselves,  they 
were  a portent  of  a dream,  lost. 

The  Constitution  was  abrogated  for  once  and  for  all,  by  the  head  of 
the  nation,  those  159  years  ago.  As  the  head  of  a snake,  so  follows 
the  body. 

The  Trail  goes  on . . . 

Gruff 


"RE : Free  Leonard  Peltier"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Oct  1997  01:19:21  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  SalagiWaya@aol.com 

Message-ID:  <971001011919_588988374@emoutl5 . mail . aol . com> 

Sub j : Fwd : FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  97-09-30  00:09:21  EDT 

From:  SalagiWaya 

UUCP  email 

PLEASE  FORWARD  TO  ALL  FRIENDS  AND  FAMILY,  FEEL  FREE  TO  PRINT  THIS  OUT  AND  GET 
PEOPLE  TO  SIGN  IT.  MAKE  SURE  THAT  ALL  NAMES  GET  SENT  TO  ME 

(SalagiWaya@aol.com)  WITH  AT  LEAST  A PHONE  NUMBER  OR  EMAIL  ADDRESS  TO  VERIFY 
THAT  THEY  ARE  REAL  PEOPLE.  I WILL  NOT  BE  CALLING,  BUT  THE  YOUTH  IN  ACTION 
ORGANIZATION  REQUIRES  AT  LEAST  THAT  IN  ORDER  TO  KNOW  THAT  THESE  ARE  NOT 
FICTITIOUS  PERSONS.  IF  YOU  RECEIVE  THIS  BY  EMAIL,  PLEASE  SEND  ME  YOUR  GIVE 
NAME  AND  EMAIL  ADDRESS.  WADV  AND  MAY  THE  GREAT  SPIRIT  GUIDE  YOU!!!! 

Leonard  Peltier  was  a bystander  in  a cultural  battle.  Native  American  Versus 
Caucasians.  In  a battle  over,  none  other  than,  a pair  of  boots,  there  was 
cross-fire.  Authorities  felt  that  they  were  correct  because  they  were  in  the 
position  of  authority  and,  frankly,  being  Native  American  wasn't  the  way  to 
be  then.  Leonard  Peltier  is  a good  man  and  a role  model  to  the  future 
generations  of  Native  Americans.  If  he  is  not  released  then  you  may  break  his 
bones  and  you  may  break  his  heart,  but  you  will  never  break  his  spirit.  THIS, 
kind  sirs,  is  what  makes  him  a great  man.  Whether  he  was  a part  of  that 
crossfire  or  not,  he  should  not  be  forced  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  life 
imprisoned.  He  has  been  there  long  enough  to  pay  for  his  crime,  if  one  was 
committed  at  all.  Sincerely  yours,  for  now, 

"RE : sky  Warriors  Sought"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Oct  1997  22:23:16  -0400 

From:  abenaki@usa.net 

Sub j : NA  in  Army  Air  corps 

Mailing  List:  NAT-REL  <nat- rel@usa . net > 

Having  been  consulted/asked  about  how  to  go  about  the  following--keep  in 
mind — there  was  NO  place  per  se,  for  Native  American  Indians  in  WWII.  If 
you  were  passing  white  or  Hispanic,  then  that  is  the  designation  you  got — 
or  if  you  looked  dark--you  got  Black.  All  are  aware  of  the  Navajo  code 
talkers,  but — they  are  much  better  known  now,  than  then. 

So.  If  you  have  done  your  genealogy,  know  a father  grandfather,  gt. 
grandfather  to  have  been  prove-ably  NA--then  send  in  the  required  info. 


with  extra. 

The  Tuskegee  Airman--of  late  movie  fame?  Guess  what- -heavily  Indian  in 
their  genetics. 

My  cousin's  Dad?  Navy,  WWII  — listed  "white,  with  "negroid  features"--how 
that  came  about  is  beyond  us — he  attended  Carlisle  Indian  School--"looked" 
very  Indian. 

My  other  cousins- -she  was  in  the  WAC,  very  light,  wavy  hair,  from  a known 
Indian  community.  Md  her  husband,  from  AL,  they  met  while  in  boot  camp.  In 
their  70s,  it  is  still  upsetting  to  them  when  they  read  their  clippings  from 
then — they  were  referred  to  as  negro,  and  put  in  the  black  regiments. 

Native  American  in  the  Air  Corps?  What  do  I do  about  my  deceased 
Father-in-law- -Flight  Surgeon  for  8th  AF  in  England.  Fie  was  written  up  in 
Yank  Magazine,  the  whole  bit.  You  got  it,  folks  — Indians  up  the  ying  yang 
hanging  on  the  family  tree.  Va  and  Pa,  to  NC  to  KY  to  Ohio,  to  Indiana. 
LOLOL  Firehair 

Sub j : Sky  Warriors:  Native  Americans  in  the  Army  Air  Corp] 

Date:  97-10-04  00:27:54  EDT 

From:  "Kathie  Tennery"  <cwpub@visuallink. com> 

SKY  WARRIORS:  NATIVE  AMERICANS  IN  THE  ARMY  AIR  CORPS/AIR  FORCE  - 1940-1997 

PURPOSE:  To  recognize  Native  American  service  in  the  US  Air  Force, timed  to 
coincide  with  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Air  Force.  This  is  not  part  of  the 
50th  Anniversary  and  the  time  period  chosen  includes  the  'foundation  years' 
before  the  Air  Force  officially  became  a separate  branch  of  service. 

METHOD:  Copies  of  selected  photographs  and  excerpts  of  first-person  written 
commentary.  Actual  selection  of  photographs  and  written  commentary  will  be 
determined  by  the  Native  American  Special  Observance  (NASOC)  Sponsor;  NASOC 
Chair;  US  Air  Force  Academy  (USAFA)  chapter,  American  Indian  Science  & 
Engineering  Society  (AISES)  Officer  In  Charge  (OIC);  AISES  assistant  OIC; 
AISES  Faculty  Adviser  and  AISES  Cadet  In  Charge.  The  manner  of  display  will 
be  determined  through  the  Dean  of  Faculty  Training  Devices  and  Professor 
Pamela  Chadick,  Department  of  Philosophy  and  Fine  Arts  (DFPFA) . 

LOCATION:  The  primary  location  of  the  exhibit  will  be  the  Permanent 
Professors  Art  Gallery,  Fairchild  Hall,  USAF  Academy,  CO.  Proposed  secondary 
locations  presenting  an  'excerpt'  of  the  display  will  be  the  4th  USAFA 
chapter  AISES  dinner  and  during  the  5th  USAFA  Pow  Wow. 

SUMMARY:  Looking  for  photographs  and  first-person  accounts  of  Native 
American  men  and  women  serving  in  the  Army  Air  Corps/Air  Force,  1940-1997. 
Photographs  and  first-person  accounts  of  war  and  peace,  of  leaving  home, 
training,  combat  operations,  and  returning  home,  will  be  part  of  a display. 
Sky  Warriors:  Native  Americans  in  The  Army  Air  Corps/Air  Force  - 1940-1997. 
The  display  will  take  place 

during  Native  American  Heritage  Month,  November,  1997,  at  the  USAF  Academy, 
CO.  All  photographs  will  be  returned.  Please  submit  material  to: 

Department  of  the  Air  Force 
Permanent  Professors  Art  Gallery 
ATTN:  Professor  Pamela  Chadick,  Director 
HQ  USAFA/DFPFA 

2354  Fairchild  Drive,  Suite  3K27 
USAF  Academy,  CO  80840 

Questions  can  be  addressed  to  Professor  Chadick  at  telephone  (719)  333-2416 
or  the  Chair,  Native  American  Special  Observances,  Mr.  S.S. Hampton,  Sr., 
telephone  (719)  333-3430/3431. 

"RE : The  Lubicon  Protest"  

Date:  Sat,  4 Oct  1997  10:08:46  -0700 
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THE  LUBICON  PROTEST 

"The  environment",  Globe  and  Mail,  Tuesday,  September  30,  1997 
By  Michael  Valpy 

A COURT  case  about  to  conclude  in  Toronto  may  determine  what  Canadians  can 
say  on  such  great  matters  as  the  environment,  consumption  of  diminishing 
resources,  and  the  impact  of  public  policy  and  material  progress  on 
aboriginal  peoples. 

The  case  involves  an  application  brought  by  the  giant  Japanese-owned, 
paper-products  firm,  Daishowa  Inc.,  for  a permanent  injunction  halting  the 
boycott  campaign  --  a successful  crusade  --  against  its  products  by  a 
Toronto-based  group  called  Friends  of  the  Lubicon. 

Among  others  things,  Daishowa  wants  a judicial  finding  that  the  campaign 
is  tantamount  to  a conspiracy  to  harm  the  company  and  that  the  Friends 

defamed  Daishowa  by  stating  that  its  logging  intentions  on  land  claimed  as 

traditional  hunting  territory  by  the  impoverished  Lubicon  Cree  of  Northern 
Alberta  amounted  to  genocide. 

The  implications  of  the  case  are  fascinating. 

They  touch  on  the  sort  of  freedom  citizens'  groups  should  have  to  protest 
against  industrial  pollution,  against  commercial  development  in 
environmentally  sensitive  areas,  against  corporate  objectives  perceived  to 
be  destructive  of  aboriginal  peoples'  culture. 

They,  in  fact,  touch  on  freedom  of  opinion  and  expression  and  freedom  of 
association.  And,  given  one  of  the  central  issues  --  the  use  of  the  word 
"genocide"  --  before  Mr.  Justice  James  MacPherson  of  the  Ontario  Court's 
General  Division,  they  also  touch  on  what  Canadians  might  or  might  not  be 
told  about  the  impact  on  aboriginal  culture  of  the  large-scale 
exploitation  of  natural  resources. 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon  lost  the  legal  battle  21  months  ago  against  the 
imposing  of  an  interim  injunction  against  their  boycott  campaign. 

An  Ontario  Court  of  Appeal  majority  decision  stated  the  group  acted  with 
the  intent  to  harm  Daishowa  --  rejecting  the  Friends'  argument  that  they 
acted  merely  to  support  the  Lubicon  and  to  pressure  the  company  to  promise 
not  to  log  land  claimed  by  the  Lubicon  until  the  band's  land  claims  are 
settled . 

Daishowa  has  stated  that  it  lost  nearly  $2-million  in  profit  directly 
attributable  to  the  Friends'  campaign,  which,  among  other  things,  was 
aimed  at  persuading  customers  and  potential  customers  of  Daishowa  products 
to  buy  from  other  suppliers.  The  appeal  court  arrived  too  effortlessly  at 
the  decision  that  this  loss  constituted  a tort  --  a wrongful  legal  injury. 

The  fact  of  harm  does  not  automatically  mean  an  intent  to  harm.  And  when 
the  action  being  subjected  to  legal  analysis  is  profoundly  entwined  with 
the  public  value  of  Canadians'  democratic  freedoms,  the  courts  should  walk 
on  eggs. 

As  it  stands,  the  appeal  court  ruling  is  a sword  for  any  corporation  to 
grab  to  skewer  citizen  protest  campaigns.  What,  for  example,  might  the 
decision  mean  for  any  group  that  wanted  to  support  the  Labrador  north 
coast  Innu  and  Inuit  by  organizing  a boycott  campaign  in  response  to  the 
environmental  threats  posed  by  the  potential  developers  of  the  Voisey's 
Bay  nickel  resource?  THE  essence  of  Daishowa 's  argument  is  that  the 
Friends'  employment  of  what  is  known  as  secondary  picketing  was  illegal 
because  the  group  used  illegal  means:  a plan  to  injure  the  company 
economically,  a misrepresentation  of  the  company's  intentions  vis-=E0-vis 
logging  on  Lubicon-claimed  land  and  a defaming  of  the  company  by  stating 
that  its  intentions  amounted  to  genocide  against  the  Lubicon. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  interim  injunction.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  are 
"prohibited  from  using  'genocide'  or  'genocidal'  or  other  terms  connoting 
genocide  in  written  or  oral  communications." 

I dropped  into  the  courtroom  yesterday  morning  to  hear  some  of  the 
genocide  argument. 


Lawyer  Peter  Jervis,  counsel  for  Daishowa,  tried  to  block  Friends'  lawyer 
Karen  Wristen  from  calling  as  an  expert  witness  University  of  Colorado 
Professor  Ward  Churchill,  a recognized  international  authority  on  genocide 
and  its  relevance  to  the  treatment  of  North  American  indigenous  peoples. 

Mr.  Jervis  argued  that  Prof.  Churchill's  evidence  would  be  merely  opinion, 
that  genocide  has  no  definition  in  case  law  and  that  a simple  dictionary 
definition  of  genocide  would  suffice  which,  in  any  event,  would  be  the  way 
most  Canadians  understand  the  word  (my  Oxford  dictionary  calls  it 
"deliberate  extermination  of  a people").  Ms.  Wristen  wanted  to  establish 
that  physically  killing  people  is  only  one  definition  of  genocide. 

Judge  MacPherson  said  he  would  hear  Prof.  Churchill's  testimony  and  decide 
afterwards  whether  to  admit  it. 

The  professor  gave  a compelling  dissertation  on  the  word's  origin,  history 
and  meaning  in  international  law.  The  bottom  line  of  what  he  said  is  that 
the  definition  of  genocide  includes  causing  serious  psychological  harm  to 
a "race,  nation  or  tribe"  and  deliberately  inflicting  conditions  of  life 
calculated  in  whole  or  in  part  to  bring  about  a group's  destruction. 

Judge  MacPherson  admitted  his  evidence. 

E-mail:  mvalpy@globeandmail . ca 
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TREATY  OFFICIALS  TRY  TO  RESOLVE  INDIAN'S  ANGER  OVER  LAND  SALES 
Vancouver  Sun,  October  1,  1997,  by  Stewart  Bell 

The  BC  Treaty  Commission  has  stepped  in  to  try  to  resolve  a dispute 
between  native  Indian  chiefs  and  the  provincial  government  that  has  thrown 
a wrench  into  aboriginal  land-claims  negotiations.  Chiefs  from  across  BC 
are  angry  that  the  provincial  government  has  started  selling  off  surplus 
public  lands,  including  some  that  have  been  claimed  by  Indian  bands 
participating  in  treaty  negotiations. 

Finance  Minister  Andrew  Petter  has  instructed  the  government-owned 
company  WLC  Developments  to  put  Crown  lands  on  the  market  to  help  reduce 
the  deficit  and  pay  for  government  programs.  But  32  Indian  Bands  filed  a 
writ  in  BC  Supreme  Court  last  week  to  stop  the  land  sales,  saying  they 
violate  the  province's  duty  to  ensure  adequate  land  is  available  for 
aboriginal  treaty  settlements.  "The  concern  that's  coming  forward  now  is 
that  some  of  the  lands  that  are  the  subject  of  land-claims  are  being  put 
on  the  table  to  sell,"  Chief  Edward  John,  of  the  First  Nations  Summit, 
said  Tuesday. 

"There  are  some  discussions  about  trying  to  get  some  way  to  have  this 
issue  resolved  without  going  to  court,  and  that's  under  way  right  now," 
said  John,  speaking  for  the  bands  involved  in  the  court  case.  In  one 
case,  the  Nanaimo  First  Nation  was  contacted  by  WLC  recently  and  told 
that  two  of  the  properties  they  were  claiming  in  treaty  talks  were  to  be 
sold  by  next  year,  the  band  said.  John  said  the  land  sales  demonstrate 
the  seeming  lack  of  commitment  to  the  treaty  process  on  the  part  of  the 


government  of  British  Columbia  and  a total  disregard  for  the  interest  of 
First  Nations." 

WLC  (Whistler  Land  Corporation)  was  established  in  1983  to  market  and 
develop  Crown  land  at  the  Whistler  ski  resort.  But  facing  a budget 
shortfall,  Petter  revived  the  agency  this  summer  and  gave  it  a broad 
mandate  to  sell  off  unoccupied  Crown  land  across  the  province.  The  BC 
government  is  required  to  consult  with  bands  before  selling  Crown  Lands 
within  their  traditional  tribal  territories.  Peter  Smith,  communications 
manager  at  the  ministry  of  aboriginal  affairs,  said  that  will  not  change 
now  that  WLC  is  marketing  lands.  The  company  is  currently  identifying 
which  Crown  Lands  should  be  put  up  for  sale,  and  treaties  will  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  the  selection  of  properties,  he  said. 

The  ministry  is  currently  reviewing  the  impact  of  the  lawsuit  on  the 
treaty  talks.  As  a general  policy,  the  province  won't  negotiate  treaties 
with  bands  that  are  suing  the  government  over  land  claims.  Aboriginal 
Affairs  Minister  John  Cashore  will  speak  to  chiefs  about  the  issue  on 
Friday.  Chiefs  from  across  BC  are  meeting  in  North  Vancouver  this  week. 

SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ISSUE!  CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM!  NO  SALES  OF  STOLEN  LANDS! 

Letters  to  the  Vancouver  Sun:  sunletters@pacpress . southam. ca 
More  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  Process: 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ Clark/BCgovt . html 
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SPY  AGENCY  GIVEN  SWEEPING  WIRETAP  POWER 

Vancouver  Sun,  October  1,  1997,  Page  A3,  by  3im  Bronskill 

Ottawa  - The  federal  solicitor-general  revealed  Tuesday  that  Canada's 
spy  agency  has  been  granted  unprecedented  powers  over  the  last  two  years. 
Andy  Scott  admitted  the  Canadian  Security  Intelligence  Service  has  in 
some  cases  had  authority  to  eavesdrop  on  people  without  judicial  approval 
- a practice  blasted  by  a Federal  Court  judge  this  weekend  as 
unconstitutional . 

Prominent  criminal  lawyer  Clayton  Ruby  said  he  was  flabbergasted  CSIS  had 
been  handed  the  power  to  freely  decide  whom  it  could  wiretap.  "That's  the 
hallmark  of  a police  state,"  he  said.  "It's  very  serious."  CSIS  requires 
a warrant  approved  by  the  court  to  electronically  eavesdrop  on  a 
suspected  terrorist  or  other  person  considered  a threat  to  Canada.  But 
Scott  said  judges  have  in  recent  years  allowed  CSIS  to  tack  a special 
clause  on  to  such  warrants  that  gives  the  spy  agency  leeway  to  eavesdrop 
on  other  suspects  it  discovers  in  midstream  without  returning  to  the 
court  for  permission,  which  presumably  takes  extra  time  and  effort. 

"I'm  advised  that  this  particular  clause  has  been  used,  and  the  courts 
have  allowed  it  in  the  past,"  Scott  said  after  question  period  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  "And  I understand  now  that  the  court  has  decided  that 
perhaps  we  should  take  another  look  at  it."  In  a decision  released 


Monday,  Federal  Court  lustice  Donna  McGillis  rejected  a recent  CSIS 
proposal,  approved  by  Scott,  to  include  the  special  clause  in  warrants  to 
investigate  a particular  security  threat.  No  details  of  the  case  were 
revealed  in  the  ruling.  The  clause  would  permit  CSIS  to  listen  in  on 
someone  the  service  believed  to  be  a threat  to  Canadian  security. 

In  effect,  it  delegates  to  a CSIS  employee  powers  normally  held  only  by 
a federal  judge,  McGillis  wrote.  "The  proposed  clause  would  vest  in  a 
service  employee  the  discretion  to  apply  the  terms  of  the  warrant  against 
a person,  without  a judge  ever  scrutinizing  the  evidence  to  determine 
whether  intrusive  powers  ought  to  be  used  against  the  individual." 

Nothing  in  the  CSIS  Act  allows  such  a move,  which  would  be 
unconstitutional  in  any  event,  she  said,  citing  a 1990  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada  decision.  Scott  said  government  lawyers  were  reviewing  the  Federal 
Court  ruling,  and  that  he  hoped  to  study  it  in  detail  today. 

Fie  acknowledged  signing  the  CSIS  proposal  for  expanded  wiretap  powers 
that  McGillis  rejected,  suggesting  he  was  told  the  request  was  nothing 
out  of  the  ordinary.  "The  clause  in  question,  I'm  advised,  has  been  used 
over  the  last  couple  of  years."  CSIS  representative  Marcia  Wetherup 
confirmed  the  service  had  used  the  clause  "numerous  times"  in 
investigations  of  foreign  nationals  visiting  Canada.  Scott  was  appointed 
solicitor-general  in  lune,  succeeding  Herb  Gray.  Ruby  criticized  the 
ministers  and  judges  who  have  approved  CSIS  use  of  the  clause.  "They  must 
have  all  been  asleep." 


[Extensive  CSIS  activity  including  interceptions  of  communications,  and 
surveillance  of  persons  even  peripherally  connected  with  the  traditionalist 
sovereignty  struggle  was  revealed  during  the  Gustafsen  Lake  trial.  The 
demonization  of  protesters  as  "terrorists"  allows  CSIS  to  target 
activists.  - S.I.S.I.S.] 

Canadian  Security  & Intelligence  Service: 

http://www.csis-scrs.gc.ca. 

phone  toll  free:  1-800-267-7685 

Security  & Intelligence  Review  Committee  (SIRC)  is  supposedly  an 
independent  body  to  review  the  activities  of  CSIS  and  "protect  the  rights 
and  freedoms  of  Canadians."  Ask  them  if  they  have  examined  CSIS  role  in 
the  targeting  of  Indigenous  activists  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  and  how  they 
missed  the  practices  noted  in  the  above  article. 

SIRC  www.sirc-csars.gc.ca.  email:  sirc@synapse.net 
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OPERATION  REZ  BUST 

The  McGill  Tribune,  Tuesday,  Sept.  23,  1997,  Editorial  by  Sara  lean  Green 
Published  by  Students'  Society  of  McGill  University 

Simultaneous  raids  to  bust  up  a smuggling  ring  were  supposed  to  occur  on 
the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  reserve  almost  two  weeks  ago.  But  they  never 
happened.  Apparently,  the  RCMP  and  Montreal  Urban  Community  police  called 
off  the  joint  operation  because  too  many  people  in  Kahnawake  knew  the  raid 
was  coming.  As  details  of  the  aborted  mission  became  public  last  week,  a 
hail  of  criticism  was  launched  against  Quebec  Public  Security  Minister 


Pierre  Belanger.  Liberal  critic  Roger  Lefebvre  was  irate  and  asked,  "who 
is  the  boss  of  public  security"  - the  government  or  Doe  Norton,  Kahnawake 
band  council  chief?  In  an  interview  broadcast  on  Pulse  News,  Lefebvre 
bitterly  complained  that  "there  are  two  systems  of  justice  - one  for 
Native  people  and  one  for  everybody  else." 

Ironically,  Lefebvre  was  reiterating  what  Native  people  have  been 
asserting  for  decades.  Once  recent  example  was  the  trial  and  sentencing  of 
OPP  officer  Kenneth  Deane  in  Sarnia  this  summer.  Deane  was  found  guilty  of 
criminal  negligence  causing  death  in  April  after  the  1993  shooting  of 
Stony  Point  protester  Dudley  George.  Although  Ontario  Court  Judge  Hugh 
Fraser  ruled  that  Deane  shot  and  killed  a man  he  knew  was  unarmed  and  then 
fabricated  a story  - lied  in  court  - in  order  to  hide  his  guilt,  the 
judge's  July  sentencing  provoked  anger  and  disbelief  in  Native  communities 
across  the  country;  for  killing  an  Indian,  Deane  was  sentenced  to  two 
years  less  a day.  To  add  insult  to  injury,  the  judge  ruled  that  Deane  was 
not  to  go  to  prison  but  instead  would  serve  his  sentence  through  180  hours 
of  community  service. 

But  despite  Lefebvre' s less-than  profound  observation  that  two  systems  of 
justice  exist,  it's  unlikely  that  he  or  any  other  politician  will  ever 
take  responsibility  for  justice  denied.  But  it  is  not  just  an  issue  of 
justice  - history  is  too  long  and  the  roots  of  prejudice  run  too  deep. 

When  I called  a friend  in  Kahnawake  and  asked  about  the  raid  that  never 
happened,  "not  on  the  phone"  is  all  she  would  say.  Another  time,  I was 
leaving  the  reserve  in  a van  after  helping  move  some  furniture.  It  was 
late  and  I stopped  to  fill  up  the  tank  - the  gas  attendant  indicated  a 
dark  car  parked  on  the  shoulder  across  the  road  and  asked  "is  someone 
following  you?"  It  was  understood  that  it  could  be  an  unmarked  police  car 
looking  to  bust  anyone  taking  "contraband"  cigarettes  or  booze  off  the 
territory . 

Phone  taps  and  police  surveillance  are  a part  of  life  foreign  to  most 
people  who  call  themselves  Canadian.  Most  Canadians  can't  understand  why 
Indians  don't  pay  taxes,  vote  in  elections,  believe  in  laws  handed  down  by 
the  government  - or  even  consider  themselves  Canadian.  Why  keep  bitching 
about  treaty  rights,  land  claims  and  self  government  when  there  are  more 
pressing  concerns  like  national  unity,  economic  growth  and  CTV's  Thursday 
night  line-up?  Perhaps  more  appropriate  questions  to  ask  are  whose  laws 
are  being  broken  and  whose  borders  are  being  crossed?  Whose  values  are 
deemed  important  and  whose  language  is  used?  Who  controls  the 
purse-strings  of  power? 

When  the  answers  are  given,  maybe  then  we  can  talk. 
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LONG  WOLF  RETURNS  HOME 

An  eye-witness  report  from  the  U.K. 

Sunkmanitu  Hanska,  or  Long  Wolf  was  a noted  Chief  of  the  Oglala  Lakota 
people.  He  fought  for  his  people  in  Red  Cloud's  War  which  culminated  in 
the  treaty  of  1868  of  which  it  seems  he  was  a signatory.  Long  Wolf  was  one 
of  many  Native  American  leaders  and  warriors  who,  after  being  captured 
following  battles  against  the  American  troops  (including  the  Battle  of  the 


Little  Big  Horn),  were  reluctantly  conscripted  into  Buffalo  Bill  Cody's 
Wild  West  Show.  Long  Wolf  came  over  to  Europe  with  his  wife  and  children 
to  tour  all  over  the  continent,  but  unfortunately  he  died  of  pneumonia  in 
London,  England  in  1892. 

His  last  wish  was  that  he  be  buried  in  his  beloved  Oglala  homelands  of 
South  Dakota.  His  wife  Wants  and  daughter  Lizzie  promised  him  on  his 
deathbed  that  this  would  happen.  Sadly  this  did  not  come  to  be  and  he  was 
buried  in  Brompton  Cemetery  far  away  from  his  home,  friends  and  family. 

On  25th  September  1997,  Long  Wolf  finally  got  his  wish  to  return  home  to 
his  beloved  Pine  Ridge.  Although  it  is  now  105  years  after  his  death,  his 
family  were  thrilled  at  the  prospect  of  him  being  able  to  go  home  to  be 
laid  to  rest  in  the  tribal  burial  grounds  with  his  family  and  friends 
around  him. 

A few  days  before  the  25th,  his  granddaughter  lessie  Blackfeather  (now 
87  years  of  ago  and  her  first  time  out  of  America),  with  her  son  lohn  and 
his  wife  ludith  and  other  family  members  had  arrived  from  the  USA  to  take 
Long  Wolf  home.  Together  with  Wilmer  Mesteth,  Oglala  medicine  man,  and 
other  close  friends  who  had  played  a vital  part  in  arrangements,  they 
offered  blessings  to  the  Earth  and  the  burial  site  before  the  excavation 
began.  This  took  three  days.  On  the  evening  that  his  remains  were  finally 
removed  from  the  grave,  the  family  offered  more  blessings  and  thanks  to 
Mother  Earth  for  taking  care  of  him  for  so  long  and  left  food  in  his  place 
as  a special  offering. 

The  next  morning  saw  incredible  sights  as  the  coffins,  carrying  the 
remains  of  Long  Wolf,  and  White  Star  (an  infant  also  buried  at  the  same 
site)  covered  in  buffalo  hide  and  draped  with  both  the  American  and  Pine 
Ridge  lags,  made  its  way  from  the  graveside  on  a horse  drawn  cart  to  the 
gates  of  Brompton  Cemetery.  There  the  coffins  were  transferred  to  a 
funeral  car  and  taken  a short  way  through  the  streets  to  St.  Lukes,  Church 
for  All  Nations.  It  was  certainly  a spectacular  sight  for  many  of  the 
onlookers  to  see  Native  Americans  in  traditional  and  ceremonial  clothes 
walking  through  the  streets  of  a London  suburb. 

When  the  family  accompanying  the  coffin  arrived  at  the  church,  it  was 
already  full  to  capacity  with  people  from  many  different  backgrounds, 
cultures  and  religions  who  wanted  to  pay  their  final  respects  to  Long  Wolf. 
Some  of  the  people  were  representing  many  others  from  various  Native 
American  support  groups  around  the  U.K.  who  were  not  able  to  be  there  in 
person  on  the  day. 

The  service  began  with  words  of  welcome  from  Rev.  William  Heald  and  then 
Lady  Polworth  spoke  of  her  great-uncle  Robert  Cunningham-Graham  who  wrote 
the  essay  which  led  to  the  discovery  of  Long  Wolf's  grave.  She  compared 
the  clans  of  Scotland  with  the  "clans"  of  the  Native  Americans  and  told 
them  how  proud  she  was  that  her  great-uncle  had  recorded  his  thoughts 
and  feelings  about  Long  Wolf  as  without  them  the  grave  would  never  have 
been  found. 

The  Centreland  English  singing  team  performed  a memorial  song  in  Lakota 
and  lohn  Blackfeather,  Long  Wolf's  great-grandson  was  visibly  moved  as  he 
sang  along  with  them.  It  was  a powerful  song  and  one  which  later  lohn 
acknowledged  to  me  was  extremely  well  sung. 

Next  Elizabeth  night  told  her  part  in  the  events.  How  she  found  the  book 
in  a shop  and  after  reading  it  was  so  moved  by  the  story  that  she  went  on 
a quest  to  Brompton  Cemetery  to  find  Long  Wolf's  grave.  Once  she  had  found 
it  she  made  a promise  to  Long  Wolf  that  she  would  try  to  find  his  family 
and  help  him  return  home. 

All  this  took  nearly  six  years  in  total  as  there  were  many  obstacles  to 
overcome.  Advertisements  were  placed  in  Native  newspapers  over  in  the  USA 
and  eventually  lessie  Blackfeather  and  her  family  were  traced,  lessie  had 
always  told  her  family  of  her  grandfather  being  buried  in  England  but 
knowing  how  large  the  country  was,  the  family  never  dreamed  that  they 
would  ever  be  able  to  find  him.  Descendants  of  Buffalo  Bill  Cody  had  to  be 
traced  to  ask  permission  to  proceed  as  he  had  paid  for  the  funeral  and 
burial  back  in  1892,  and  they  still  officially  owned  the  burial  plot. 

Queen  Elizabeth  and  many,  many  other  people  were  contacted  and  much  "red 
tape"  had  to  be  overcome  before  any  preparations  could  be  made  for  getting 
the  remains  back  to  his  homeland. 


A representative  of  SCI  UK,  an  international  organization  which  helps 
people  get  their  loved  ones  back  home  for  burials  told  of  their  help  in 
events.  Thousands  of  pounds  were  raised  by  hundreds  of  people  wanting  to 
contribute  in  some  way  towards  the  campaign. 

Great-great-granddaughters  Martha  and  Mary  Ann  Blackfeather  sang  two 
songs  in  both  English  and  Lakota  that  were  well  known  to  many  of  those  in 
the  congregation  and  there  were  other  hymns  which  the  family  had  chosen 
that  were  sung  enthusiastically  by  everyone. 

Wilmer  Mesteth  offered  prayers  and  Francis  Thunder  Hawk  offered  a 
special  song  in  Lakota  to  end  the  formal  part  of  the  ceremony.  Everyone 
accompanied  the  family  outside  the  church  to  see  Long  Wolf  carried  back 
into  the  funeral  car  and  final  prayers  were  offered  as  Long  Wolf  began  his 
long  journey  from  London  back  to  Pine  Ridge.  Once  arriving  back  on  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation,  there  were  to  be  more  ceremonies  before  finally  being 
laid  to  rest  in  his  ancestral  burial  grounds  in  the  Wolf  Creek  Community 
on  Sunday  28th  September. 

It  was  a great  shame  in  a way  that  the  media  were  everywhere  in  and 
around  the  church,  jostling  for  positions  and  pressing  people  for 
interviews  and  photos.  The  whole  ceremony  was  interrupted  on  several 
occasions  by  them  answering  their  intrusive  mobile  phones  despite  many 
disapproving  looks  from  the  people  present.  It  was  a pity  that  they  had  to 
be  so  much  in  evidence  when  there  were  so  many  genuine  well-wishers  there 
to  pay  their  respects  to  Long  Wolf  and  his  family.  Still  I suppose  that  is 
the  price  of  publicity. 

Once  all  the  media  had  gone  and  those  left  were  the  ones  who  had  helped 
in  different  ways  and  really  wanted  to  talk  to  the  family  wishing  them 
well,  the  atmosphere  seemed  to  return  to  a place  of  peace  that  it  had 
started  out  as. 

To  end  the  day,  the  family  held  a Give  Away  to  say  thank  you  to  al  those 
who  had  helped  in  different  ways  over  the  years  and  there  were  even 
special  thanks  to  those  who  had  helped  over  the  last  few  days.  The  family 
remembered  all  the  major  organisers  as  they  gave  them  each  a gift  made  by 
members  of  the  family.  There  were  dreamcatchers,  jewelry,  bags,  pot 
holders,  and  even  some  T-shirts  for  the  grave  diggers.  The  last  to  be 
thanked  was  George  Georgson  from  Twin  Light  Trail  who  had  brought 
everything  together,  ludith  Blackfeather  told  of  the  times  when  she  had 
almost  given  up  hope  of  it  ever  happening,  but  George  had  persevered  even 
when  everything  h ad  seemed  to  be  against  them.  He  was  given  a 

wonderful  quilt  amongst  other  things  and  it  really  was  a marvelous  end  to 
a most  amazing  day. 

For  those  of  us  who  made  it  to  the  ceremony,  we  were  really  pleased  to 
be  a part  of  the  day  and  to  have  witnessed  such  a thing  happening  in  our 
lifetime.  Amid  all  the  difficult  and  negative  aspects  that  often  surround 
the  support  work  and  campaigns  involving  Native  Americans,  it  was  a 
wonderful  feeling  to  see  something  so  positive  taking  place. 

I felt  proud  and  extremely  honored  to  have  been  there  with  the  family  as 
Jessie's  grandfather  Sunkmanitu  Hanska  finally  set  off  on  his  journey 
home  and  to  have  met  with  such  strong  and  positive  people. 

The  family  feel  that  now  his  spirit  really  will  be  at  rest.  It  has  given 
me  renewed  strength  and  spirit  to  continue  with  the  other  campaigning  we 
are  involved  in  and  to  have  hope  that  we  ALL  will  have  many  success  in 
the  years  ahead  whatever  obstacles  are  placed  in  our  paths. 

PS:  At  the  ceremony,  we  were  made  aware  that  the  family  are  still 
urgently  needing  to  raise  funds  to  cover  many  of  the  expenses  involved. 

They  are  still  accepting  donations,  but  we  are  to  send  them  directly  over 
to  the  family  now  rather  than  via  Twin  Light  Trail  as  happened  in  the  past. 
If  you  would  like  to  send  contributions  to  help  the  family,  you  can  do  so: 
->  John  and  Judith  Blackfeather 

->  P.0.  Box  854 

->  Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota  57770 

eye-witness  report  by 
Dee  Boyle 
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Chief  Byrd  stops  development  of  Sallisaw  Smoke  Shop 

Principal  Chief  3oe  Byrd  announced  today  that  he  will  not  proceed  with 
the  development  of  a tribally  owned  Smoke  Shop  in  Sallisaw  which  was  to 
be  located  off  Interstate  40.  This  smoke  shop  was  planned  to  open  and 
operate  in  conjunction  with  the  Cherokee  Nation  Gift  Shop  already 
located  on  the  property. 

The  gift  shop  is  operated  by  Cherokee  Nation  Enterprises  (CNE),  a 
wholly-owned  company  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  CNE  also  operates  smoke 
shops  in  Catoosa,  Roland  and  West  Siloam  Springs. 

According  to  Chief  Byrd,  he  has  asked  the  management  of  CNE  to  look  at 
other  uses  for  the  Sallisaw  property. 

"I  have  asked  the  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  CNE  to  look  at  other 
business  opportunities  to  put  with  the  gift  shop  rather  than  another 
smoke  shop,"  Byrd  said.  "I  would  like  to  see  us  move  away  from 
tribally-run  smoke  shops  and  find  other  ways  to  create  revenue  for  the 
tribe . " 

Cherokee  Nation  Enterprises  serves  as  a holding  company  for  the  majority 
of  the  tribe's  businesses,  and  contributes  the  largest  amount  of 
tribally  generated  revenue  to  the  Cherokee  Nation.  Along  with  the  smoke 
shops,  CNE  operates  three  bingo  halls,  two  convenience  stores  and  two 
gift  shops. 

CNE  provides  a quarter  of  a million  dollar  dividend  to  the  Cherokee 
Nation  each  month  to  operate  programs  and  services  for  Cherokee  people. 

According  to  Chief  Byrd,  he  would  like  to  focus  on  creating  a 
sustainable  economy  and  higher  level  of  education  for  our  people. 

"It  is  my  goal  to  help  as  many  of  our  young  people  obtain  a college 
education  as  we  can,  and  create  an  environment  where  jobs  are 
available,"  Byrd  said.  "To  do  this,  we  must  make  education  a priority 
and  explore  all  options  of  business  development,  both  for  the  tribe  and 
individuals . " 

Chief  Byrd  recently  met  with  Governor  Keating  and  discussed 
opportunities  for  education  and  business  development.  They  also 
discussed  the  tobacco  industry  and  the  development  of  tribal  smoke 
shops . 

"The  governor  and  I talked  at  length  about  the  new  tax  laws  for 
development  on  former  Indian  lands,  the  importance  of  educating  our 
youth  and  the  need  to  move  away  from  businesses  such  as  smoke  shops  and 
begin  looking  at  healthier  and  more  sustainable  revenue  streams,"  Byrd 
said . 

"When  I was  on  the  tribal  council,  I served  as  the  chairman  of  the 
health  committee,  and  at  that  time  it  was  difficult  for  me  to  support 


the  tribe  going  into  the  smoke  shop  business/'  Byrd  said.  " Even  though 
it  is  a fairly  good  source  of  revenue,  there  are  other  opportunities  to 
consider  that  promote  a much  healthier  environment.  After  weighing  each 
of  these  issues  very  carefully,  I made  the  determination  to  stop  the 
development  of  the  smoke  shop  in  Sallisaw." 

Chief  Byrd  plans  on  meeting  with  the  State  Department  of  Commerce  in  the 
near  future  to  discuss  ways  to  improve  the  economy  and  develop  business 
opportunities  that  will  not  only  benefit  the  members  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation,  but  all  citizens  in  the  state. 


Chief's  message  to  local  officials  at  community  connections  reception 
held  today 

From:  Cherokee  Nation  News 
Comments 

Thank  you  for  joining  us  here  today  at  our  Head  Start  Center.  It  is  an 
honor  to  have  officials  from  our  community  come  and  share  an  afternoon 
with  us.  This  reception  today  is  being  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Community  Connections  project  that  we  have  been  doing 
for  the  past  several  months.  Cherokee  Nation  Community  Connections  is  an 
effort  by  the  Cherokee  Nation  administration  and  council  members  from 
each  district  to  strengthen  tribal  and  community  relationships. 

Community  Connections  events  feature  meetings  with  city  officials,  local 
organizations.  Chambers  of  Commerce,  tours  of  local  businesses,  and 
community  projects.  I wanted  this  done  to  further  educate  the  public 
about  Cherokee  Nation  programs  and  activities.  So  far,  we  have  taken 
Cherokee  Nation  Community  Connections  into  Sequoyah  County,  Mayes  County 
and  here  in  Cherokee  County.  Each  event  has  been  extremely  successful. 

One  of  my  priorities  as  Principal  Chief  has  been  to  establish 
partnerships  with  local,  state  and  federal  officials  in  an  effort  to 
improve  our  ability  to  serve  our  people.  It  is  my  philosophy  that  what 
is  good  for  each  of  our  communities  and  the  State  of  Oklahoma  is  good 
for  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  vise  versa.  We  can  do  so  much  more  when  we 
work  together. 

lust  last  week,  I had  a meeting  in  Oklahoma  City  with  Governor  Keating. 
This  meeting  went  extremely  well.  We  discussed  at  length  economic 
development  opportunities  and  the  need  to  make  education  a priority.  We 
talked  about  the  new  tax  law  that  provides  accelerated  depreciation  for 
business  who  locate  on  former  Indian  lands  and  federal  tax  credit  for 
the  employment  of  Native  Americans.  This  law  is  very  exciting  for  the 
entire  State  of  Oklahoma,  and  very  encouraging  for  our  Indian  people  who 
will  be  entering  the  work  force.  The  governor  will  be  setting  up  a 
meeting  with  myself  and  several  other  Oklahoma  tribal  leaders  and  the 
State  Department  of  Commerce  to  discuss  some  of  the  opportunities  that 
we  can  capitalize  on.  We  also  talked  about  the  motor  fuels  agreement 
that  we  signed  with  the  state  last  year.  This  agreement  has  been  one  of 
the  most  important  agreements  signed  between  tribes  and  the  state. 

Through  this  agreement,  the  Cherokee  Nation  will  receive  right  at  a 
million  dollars  a quarter  for  the  next  twenty  years.  Our  tribal  council 
recently  appropriated  one  of  the  installments,  and  I am  pleased  to 
report  that  $200,000  of  it  went  to  higher  education  scholarships.  More 
than  a quarter  of  a million  was  appropriated  for  dentures  and 
eyeglasses,  and  a large  appropriation  was  made  to  a road  project  in 
Mayes  County.  This  roads  project  is  being  done  as  a partnership  between 
the  county,  tribe  and  the  state.  The  governor  was  very  pleased  to  hear 
this  report.  He  has  pledged  his  support  to  our  tribe,  and  looks  forward 
to  future  opportunities  that  will  benefit  all  of  our  citizens. 

I would  also  like  to  report  to  you  that  Cherokee  Nation  Enterprises  is 
doing  extremely  well.  We  have  a new  board  of  directors  that  are  all 
business  people  who  bring  a great  deal  of  experience  to  our  corporation. 
They  are  aggressive  and  ready  to  move  our  largest  corporation  to  new 
levels . 

And,  regardless  of  what  you  may  have  heard,  our  programs  and  services 
are  performing  at  100% 

As  you  can  tell,  despite  some  of  our  political  differences,  the  Cherokee 
Nation  is  functioning  quite  well.  We  are  moving  beyond  our  recent 


struggles,  and  implementing  policy  and  legislation  that  will  ensure  our 
future  stability.  We  have  grown  so  rapidly  in  such  a short  time  that  our 
internal  structure  has  not  kept  up.  We  now  have  the  opportunity  to  learn 
from  the  past  several  months  and  solidify  our  government.  I look  forward 
to  a bright  future  and  an  exiting  two  years  to  come. 

We  are  a part  of  the  family  here  in  Tahlequah  and  Cherokee  County.  I 
hope  that  each  of  the  officials  here  today  will  look  at  things  that  we 
can  do  together  to  build  our  community.  We  need  to  continue  dialogue, 
and  improve  the  lives  of  those  around  us. 

Again,  I thank  you  for  joining  us  here  today.  Please  take  time  to  look 
around  at  our  Head  Start  facilities.  They  are  a national  model  and 
receive  outstanding  evaluations  from  the  federal  level.  I commend  the 
staff  for  their  hard  work. 

Thank  you. 


- — "RE:  CNO  Faces  $2.4  Million  Overdraft"  

Date:  Fri,  3 Oct  1997  13:44:35  -0400  (EDT) 
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O'siyo,  Sister  Swan 

The  following  article  was  copied  from  the  (new)  Cherokee  Observer  site. 
The  Cherokee  Observer  (Keyword  to: 
http: //www. geocities . com/Heart land/Prairie/5918/) 

It  was  published  10-02-97  in  the  Muskogee  Daily  Phoenix,  so  it's  "hot 
off  the  presses"  so  to  speak.  I wonder  how  Doe  Byrd  is  going  to  "weasel"  out 
of  this  one? 

Take  care 
NASC  Bear 


CHEROKEE  NATION  FACES  $2.4  MILLION  OVERDRAFT 
WIRE  TRANSFER  EXPECTED  FROM  BIA 

By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

The  Cherokee  Nation  faces  a $2.4  million  overdraft  Wednesday  in  its 
operating  account  at  Nations  Bank  in  Tahlequah. 

To  keep  checks  from  being  returned,  tribal  councilors  were  polled  and 
voted  to  loan  the  operating  fund  $1.8  million  in  a reserve  account,  said 
Harold  DeMoss,  chairman  of  the  tribal  council's  executive  and  finance 
committee. 

DeMoss  said  he  was  advised  of  the  problem  at  1:15  p.m.  Wednesday  by 
tribal  Secretary-Treasurer  lennie  Battles,  who  assured  him  she  was  expecting 
$2.1  million  in  construction  money  for  Sequoyah  High  School  within  10  days 
and  would  repay  the  money. 

But  $2.4  million  had  to  be  put  in  the  operating  account  to  keep 
tribal  checks  from  bouncing,  DeMoss  said  he  was  told. 

"I  have  no  way  of  verifying  it  as  of  today,"  DeMoss  said. 

He  said  he  also  was  advised  a $1  million  overdraft  protection 
agreement  with  the  tribe  already  was  in  play. 

"This  is  just  business,"  said  Councilor  Mary  Flute  Cooksey  in  a news 
release  from  the  tribal  administration. 

"Self-governance  has  held  up  some  of  our  funds.  We're  at  the  end  of 
the  fiscal  year  and  employees  and  bills  still  have  to  be  paid.  Our  agency 
money  will  arrive  next  week  and  that  money  will  be  replaced." 

DeMoss  said  councilors  can't  verify  how  much  money  the  tribe  has  or 
if  its  $100  million  annual  budget  was  overspent  last  year  or  the  year  before 
that.  He  said  that  is  why  the  overdraft  didn't  surprise  him. 

DeMoss  located  12  of  the  other  14  tribal  councilors  and  received 
permission  from  nine  of  them  to  make  the  transfer. 

Three  councilors,  Barbara  Starr  Scott,  Troy  Poteete  and  Nick  Lay 


voted  against  the  transfer  of  funds. 

Poteete  and  Scott  questioned  the  legality  of  authorizing  the  transfer 
outside  a council  meeting. 

"I'm  shocked  they  did  it  without  a council  meeting/'  Poteete  said. 

"I  don't  think  it's  legal  to  allocate  those  funds  in  that  fashion." 

Principal  Chief  Doe  Byrd  didn't  return  calls  Wednesday. 

"I  think  if  we  had  $1.5  or  $2  million  the  Byrd  administration  has 
squandered  needlessly  on  legal  expenses,  we  wouldn't  have  this  cash  flow 
shortage.  We  really  don't  know  how  much  has  been  squandered,"  Poteete  said. 

Battles  told  the  Phoenix  a wire  transfer  sufficient  to  "take  care  of 
he  loans  to  the  operating  fund  is  expected  from  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
in  Albuquerque  for  construction  work  at  Sequoyah  High  School. 

Dim  Quetone,  tribal  director  of  education,  said  he  knows  of  a 
$500,000  or  $600,000  cafeteria  project  recently  completed  on  which  a 
reimbursement  may  be  expected.  An  overhaul  of  the  school's  heating  and  air 
conditioning  unit  is  planned,  but  Quetone  said  he  doesn't  know  the  cost  of 
the  project. 

Scott  said  she  talked  with  a high-level  Sequoyah  High  School  official 
late  Wednesday  who  said  the  only  funds  expected  involve  the  cafeteria  funds. 
Other  Sequoyah  construction  fund  are  to  go  to  the  Choctaws,  who  are  managing 
the  construction,  Scott  said  she  was  told. 

Tony  Stockton,  president  of  Nations  Bank  was  seen  at  the  tribal 
complex  Tuesday  conferring  with  Byrd,  Scott  said.  Yet,  11  councilors 
attending  an  executive  and  finance  committee  meeting  Tuesday  night  were  not 
informed  of  the  overdraft,  DeMoss  said. 

Stockton  didn't  return  calls  to  his  home. 

The  motor  fuels  tax  fund  are  to  be  in  interest  bearing  accounts,  so 
council  approval  was  sought  to  borrow  the  funds,  said  tribal  spokeswoman  Lynn 
Adair . 
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UUCP  email 
RECUSAL  OF  JUDGES 

A judge  should  never  sit  on  a case  where  he  has  a personal  interest  that 
could  be  substantially  affected  by  the  outcome  or  the  case.  There  are, 
of  course,  many  other  reasons  for  a judge  to  disqualify  himself  from  a 
case.  Likewise,  a judge  who  disqualifies  himself,  should  not  be  involved 
in  deciding  the  judge  should  hear  the  case.  There  are  close  cases 
involving  recusal,  but  the  basic  principals  set  out  above  the  simple 
common  sense. 

The  testimony  mentioned  cases  where  a Justice  who  was  a defendant  in  a 
case  assigned  the  case  to  a friendly  judge.  In  another  case,  arising 
from  the  publication  of  the  name  of  a juvenile,  a criminal  charge  was 
filed  against  the  judge  involved  in  that  act,  and  the  case  was  remanded 
from  the  Trial  Court  to  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  where  the 
defendant  sat  as  a judge. 

The  limited  number  of  judges  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  judiciary  creates  a 
problem  when  a judge  recuses,  but  it  could  be  handled  easily  by  a code 
provision  for  assigning  a retired  judge  or  a local  attorney  to  sit  as  a 
judge  in  the  case. 

We  recommend  the  judges  follow  the  canons  of  judicial  ethics;  that  where 
the  recuse  themselves  or  where  they  are  ordered  by  another  judge  to 
recuse,  the  Justices  of  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  not  involved  in 
the  case  assign  another  judge  to  the  case  if  another  judge  is  available; 
if  not,  assign  an  attorney  licensed  to  practice  in  the  Nation  to  sit  as 
Specially  Assigned  Judge.  If  all  three  Justices  recuse,  the  assignment 
should  be  made  by  Principal  Chief;  and  if  he  is  implicated,  the  Council 
should  make  the  assignment. 

A proper  statutory  provision  should  be  adopted  with  consultation  between 


a committee  of  the  Council  and  a committee  from  the  Judiciary 
. . APPOINTMENT  OF  A JUSTICE 

We  call  your  attention  to  a rather  unusual  situation:  this  is  a question 
of  whether  Justice  Keen  has  been  appointed  to  the  position  he  now  holds 
on  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal. 

It  has  presented  to  this  Council  in  the  removal  proceedings  and  the 
Commission  heard  testimony  concerning  it  from  the  witness,  Tom  Seymour. 

The  testimony  was  that  Justice  Keen  was  appointed  a Justice  of  the 
Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  in  1990,  so  that  his  term  should  have  expired 
December  31st,  1996. 

Legislative  Act  7-95,  which  provided  for  terms  of  office  of  Justices  of 
the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal,  set  out  that  Justice  Keen  occupied  office 
number  two  (as  of  the  date  of  the  Act,  November  13,  1995)  and  that  the 
term  of  office  number  two  expired  December  31st,  1998. 

Apparently  this  was  taken  to  mean  that  Justice  Keen  was  to  serve  until 
December  31st,  1998.  However,  the  Constitution  is  clear  that  a Justice 
is  to  be  appointed  by  the  Principal  Chief  and  approved  by  the  Council. 
There  is  nothing  to  indicate  Justice  Keen  was  appointed  to  serve  any 
term  after  expiration  of  his  term  in  December  1996. 

It  is  recommended  by  the  Commission  that  a committee  of  the  Council  be 
assigned  to  determine  the  facts  in  this  situation  and,  if  appropriate. 
Justice  Keen  should  be  asked  to  leave  the  bench. 

OFFICE  OF  PUBLIC  PROSECUTOR 

The  testimony  before  the  Commission  revealed  problems  in  the  office  of 
the  public  prosecutor.  The  prosecutor  is  appointed  by  the  Principal 
Chief  and  is  in  the  Executive  Branch  of  government. 

However,  occasions  arise  where  the  prosecutor  must  proceed  with  cases 
against  people  in  the  Executive  department.  There  was  evidence  to 
indicate  that  the  prosecutor  was  discharged  when  the  prosecutor 
attempted  to  proceed  against  officials  of  the  administration.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  was  testimony  to  indicate  that  the  prosecutor  was 
simply  an  agent  of  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal 

Clearly,  the  office  of  public  prosecutor  is  one  requiring  maximum 
independence.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  a prosecutor  can  maintain 
independence  when  the  appointment  is  by  the  Principal  Chief  and  the  work 
must  be  done  so  closely  connected  with  the  Judiciary. 

It  is  recommended  that  laws  be  enacted  to  provide  the  public  prosecutor 
to  be  an  elected  position  and  that  the  prosecutor  be  authorized  and 
funded  to  hire  a necessary  staff  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office, 
including  a trained  investigator. 

MISPLACED  FUNDS 

The  Commission  heard  testimony  concerning  the  missing,  or  misplaced,  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  It  would  appear  that  this  money  belonged  to 
the  Cherokee  Nations  Enterprises;  and  while  the  Judicial  Appeals 
Tribunal  was  acting  as  "interim  directors"  of  the  Enterprise,  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  was  taken  out  of  the  account,  and  instead  of 
being  used  as  a dividend  for  the  Cherokee  Nation,  it  was  placed  in  a 
special  account  in  a Muskogee  bank. 

Later,  June  9,  1997,  when  Mr.  Holderby  became  CEO  of  Cherokee  Nations 
Enterprises,  he  discovered  that  the  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  had 
been  removed  from  the  bank  and  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  advised  the 
Council  that  it  was  holding  the  funds  in  trust. 

The  testimony  was  that  Justice  Keen  suggested  that  since  the  Principal 
Chief  and  eight  members  of  the  Council  were  not  following  the  court 
orders,  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  would  hold  the  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  until  the  Principal  Chief  and  the  Councilmen  began  to 
"act  legally." 

The  testimony  was  that  the  signature  card  controlling  the  account  was  in 
the  name  of  "Ralph  Keen,  Chief  Justice." 

It  was  claimed  that  the  Justices  held  the  money  "in  our  capacity  as 
temporary  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees"  of  the  Cherokee  Nations 
Enterprise. 

It  would  seem  the  matter  could  be  taken  care  of  very  quickly  by  the 
issuance  of  a check  and  returning  the  money  where  it  belonged.  On  August 
12,  Justice  Keen  told  the  Council  the  money  could  be  returned  at  any 


time.  As  of  the  date  of  the  testimony  this  week,  an  attorney 
representing  Cherokee  Nations  Enterprise  had  been  unable  to  secure  the 
return  of  the  money  from  the  Justices  of  the  Judicial  Appeals  Council. 
The  Commission  makes  no  recommendation  in  this  bizarre  case,  as  it  seems 
rather  obvious  that  legal  action  should  be  instituted  if  the  money  is 
not  returned  forthwith. 


THE  CHEROKEE  NATION 
The  Executive  Branch 


The  removal  of  Marshal  Pat  Ragsdale  and  his  deputies  by  the  authority  of 
the  Principal  Chief  on  or  about  February  25,  1997,  was  valid.  Similarly 
valid  is  his  appointment  of  a new  Marshal  and  deputies.  The  subsequent 
action  by  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  reinstating  Marshal  Pat  Ragsdale 
and  his  deputies  was  invalid  inasmuch  as  the  high  court  has  no  such 
power.  The  termination  review  procedure  provided  by  LA  12-96  was  not 
fully  implemented  and  available  to  Marshal  Ragsdale  and  his  deputies  at 
the  appropriate  times.  Therefore,  it  should  be  made  available  now  to  the 
extent  they  are  not  fully  returned  to  their  previous  positions. 

The  Commission  finds  the  removal  of  Pat  Ragsdale  and  his  deputies  was 
caused  by  what  was  perceived  as  the  Marshal's  insubordination  in 
executing  a search  warrant  in  the  Nation's  executive  offices,  the 
warrant  having  been  issued  by  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal.  Some 
persons  in  the  Executive  Department  apparently  believed  Marshal  Ragsdale 
should  have  sought  the  approval  of  his  immediate  supervisor  or  otherwise 
deferred  to  the  Principal  Chief's  authority  prior  to  conducting  the 
search.  However,  it  is  clear  that  such  conduct  by  Marshal  Ragsdale  would 
have  been  inconsistent  with  his  duties  under  51  CNCA,  Sec.  62.  Further, 
the  Commission  finds  the  search  was  conducted  in  an  orderly  and 
courteous  manner,  with  cooperation  from  the  administrative  employees  in 
the  area  at  the  time  of  the  search,  and  by  obtaining  copies  of  the 
documents  sought  without  removal  of  any  original  documents  from  the 
offices  searched. 

Regardless  of  whether  the  search  might  ultimately  have  been  declared 
invalid  if  challenged  in  court,  the  reprisal  of  terminating  the  Marshal, 
his  deputies,  and  others  associated  with  the  search  was  not  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  These  terminations  sent  the  message 
that  the  Principal  Chief  was  above  the  applicable  law  and  indeed  that 
persons  who  sought  to  challenge  his  authority  and  actions  in  lawful  ways 
were  subject  to  termination.  We  add,  however,  that  the  reaction  of  the 
Principal  Chief  under  these  extraordinary  circumstances,  and  with  the 
valuable  tradition  of  the  strength  of  his  office,  is  understandable  and 
in  this  one  instance  perhaps  excusable.  He  should  in  the  future  ensure 
the  Cherokee  citizens  understand  that  he  is  fully  supportive  of  the  laws 
of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  He  should  refrain  from  terminating  the 
employment  of  persons  who  in  some  peaceful  fashion  challenge  the 
correctness  of  lawfulness  of  his  performance  as  Principal  Chief.  The 
Commission  further  finds  that  in  the  days  following  the  search, 
documents  requested  by  Ms.  Blalock  were  promptly  provided,  a significant 
indication  of  Chief  Byrd's  good  faith  commitment  to  see  that  the  laws 
are  faithfully  executed. 

The  removal  of  the  Justices  of  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  by  action 
of  the  Council  was  invalid  because  it  was  done  without  a quorum  as 
specified  in  the  Constitution.  Accordingly,  the  Justices  should  be 
promptly  returned  to  their  offices,  and  with  speedy  provision  of  the 
needed  furnishings,  files,  and  support  services.  Further,  to  ensure  the 
independence  of  the  judicial  department,  the  Constitution  should  be 
amended  to  provide  that  the  Justices  of  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal 
cannot  be  removed  without  the  approval  of  ten  members  of  the  Council 
(this  amendment  should  probably  go  in  Article  VII). 

The  Principal  Chief  should  revise  the  procedures  of  his  office  so  that 
all  documents  pertaining  to  the  governmental  operations  are  readily 
available  to  the  members  of  the  Council.  This  is  required  for  the 
performance  of  his  duty  to  "cause  the  laws  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  to  be 
faithfully  executed"  (Article  VI,  Section  10),  and  particularly  the 


Article  IV  provisions  that  the  legislative  and  judicial  departments 
shall  be  properly  empowered  to  exercise  their  distinct  powers.  In 
particular,  documents  relating  to  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  are  especially  important  to  be  readily  available  to  the  Council 
because  of  the  Council's  primary  responsibility  for  appropriations  and 
monitoring  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Cherokee  Nation.  Specifically, 
it  is  inappropriate  to  require  Council  members  to  fill  out  forms  to 
request  such  documents.  If  privacy  concerns  are  ever  present,  the 
Council  members  and  their  staff  should  be  advised  of  these  and  their 
compliance  with  such  restrictions  can  be  expected  to  the  same  extent  as 
with  persons  in  administrative  positions.  Further,  because  key  parts  of 
the  business  affairs  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  are  performed  by  separate 
Cherokee  Nation  corporations,  created  under  Cherokee  law  for  proper 
business  purposes,  all  documents  relating  to  those  corporations 
financial  affairs  should  be  treated  exactly  the  same  as  documents 
related  to  the  other  of  the  Cherokee  Nation's  financial  affairs.  The 
Commission  understands  the  ownership  of  these  corporations  is  entirely 
by  the  Cherokee  Nation,  and  the  citizens  interest  in  these  corporate 
transactions  is  the  same  as  in  the  other  governmental  financial  matters. 

In  the  Commission's  opinion,  this  kind  of  routine  openness  is  essential 
to  remove  the  suspicions  which  are  now  rampant,  and  create  the  mutual 
trust  among  citizens  and  officials  in  all  three  departments  that  the 
Nation  so  desperately  needs.  Because  of  patterns  of  the  past,  the 
Commission  realizes  that  this  sort  of  openness  will  take  concentrated 
and  persistent  effort  by  the  Principal  Chief  and  his  staff  before  it 
becomes  comfortable  and  routine.  It  is  the  Commission's  strong  belief 
that  without  this  sort  of  complete  openness,  suspicion  and  distrust  will 
continue  to  frustrate  any  attempts  at  peace  and  unity.  To  be  sure,  there 
is  a certain  price  in  tedious  explanations  and  fear  of  vulnerability 
that  goes  with  openness.  That  price  needs  to  be  paid  in  order  to  achieve 
the  good  government  the  Cherokee  people  need. 

Since  the  Council  members  are  not  expected  to  make  Council  duties  their 
full-time  employment,  they  cannot  be  expected  to  perform  their  assigned 
tasks,  especially  concerning  preparation  of  appropriations  and 
monitoring  of  financial  affairs,  without  the  assistance  of  full-time 
staff  professionals.  Further,  in  order  to  properly  exercise  their 
independent  powers  and  duties,  the  Council  members  need  to  have  the 
advice  of  an  attorney  whose  employment  is  entirely  controlled  by  the 
Council's  staff  or  the  Council  itself.  The  Commission  recommends  the 
Council  should  promptly  appropriate  funds  as  necessary  to  employ  such 
staff  assistance  and  the  Principal  Chief  should  promptly  assure  that 
such  funds  are  readily  available.  The  cost  of  appropriate  office  space, 
equipment,  and  secretarial  assistance  should  also  be  provided. 

When  Council  members  are  provided  routinely  with  the  financial  documents 
as  here  recommended,  they  should  understand  that  this  does  not  put  them 
in  the  same  position  as  members  of  the  respective  Boards  of  Directors  of 
the  Nation's  corporations,  nor  does  it  mean  they  should  seek  to  perform 
the  duties  properly  assigned  to  persons  in  the  Executive  department 
(i.e.,  they  should  not  "micro-manage"  either  the  corporations  or  the 
Principal  Chief's  administrative  assistants).  This  is  required  by  the 
Constitutional  separation  of  powers.  Correspondingly,  the  Principal 
Chief  and  his  administrative  assistants  can  expect  a heightened  amount 
of  annoyance  that  accompanies  the  proper  inquiries  and  follow-up 
communications  that  will  necessarily  flow  from  the  increased  information 
supplied  to  Council  members  and  their  staff. 

The  Principal  Chief  in  exercising  his  power  to  appoint  such 
administrative  assistants  as  he  deems  proper,  is  expected  to  employ 
persons  who  have  a high  degree  of  loyalty  to  him  and  his  duties.  It 
appears  to  the  Commission  that  the  Principal  Chief  has  been  quite 
successful  in  this  to  date.  However,  these  assistants  should  also  be 
sensitive  to  the  Principal  Chief's  constitutional  duty  and  personal 
commitment  to  perform  his  duties  in  strict  compliance  with  applicable 
laws  and  should  understand  that  this  may  require  some  change  in  their 
patterns  of  work.  It  is  clear  to  the  Commission  that  previous  Principal 
Chiefs  have  been  persons  of  strong  personality,  so  that  the  other  two 


branches  of  government  became  accustomed  to  a lower  level  of  activity 
and  responsibility  than  is  constitutionally  required.  Accordingly,  the 
Principal  Chief's  key  advisors  need  to  be  sensitive  to  the  needed  change 
to  conformity  with  legal  requirements  and  full  empowerment  of  the 
Council  and  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal. 

While  the  Principal  Chief  should  expect  full  loyalty  from  the  personnel 
in  his  department,  he  should  likewise  expect  and  indeed  encourage 
criticism  as  well  as  support  from  persons  in  the  other  two  branches.  The 
independence  of  the  three  branches  and  their  respective  personnel  is 
expected  to  result  in  "checks"  and  "balances,"  resulting  in  better 
government.  Accordingly,  the  Principal  Chief,  whose  office  has  been 
accustomed  to  exercising  power  superior  to  the  other  two  branches,  must 
reform  itself  and  "bend  over  backward"  to  avoid  sending  the  message  that 
criticism  will  result  in  loss  of  jobs  or  other  benefits  by  the  critic's 
family  members  or  friends.  In  other  words,  the  Principal  Chief  and  his 
staff  should  seek  to  avoid  even  the  "appearance  of  evil."  Further,  the 
Principal  Chief  is  commended  for  this  regular  attendance  at  Council 
meetings.  However,  in  this  new  environment  as  well  as  support  of  him  and 
his  staff. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  Justices  of  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal 
perform  their  activities  in  significant  ways  including  recusing 
themselves  from  all  cases  implicating  the  Principal  Chief  and  his  staff 
and  avoid  any  actions  which  would  tend  to  impede  the  performance  of  the 
Principal  Chief  and  his  staff.  With  respect  to  others  who  appear  before 
them,  they  should  adopt  a new  level  of  courtesy.  Correspondingly,  it  is 
recommended  that  the  Principal  Chief  at  the  meetings  of  the  Council, 
recommend  to  the  Council  that  they  refrain  at  this  time  and  in  the 
foreseeable  future  from  initiating  any  efforts  to  remove  any  of  the 
Justices,  in  effect  giving  the  Justices  an  opportunity  over  time  to 
create  an  improved  environment  in  the  workings  of  their  Tribunal  and  in 
their  relations  with  the  other  two  branches  of  government. 

Recommendations  of  the  Commission  for  additional  adjustments  in  the 
performance  of  the  Judicial  department  appear  elsewhere  in  this  report. 
The  point  is  that  in  light  of  the  considerable  personal  wounds  inflicted 
by  the  mutual  reprisals  in  recent  months,  each  department  should  seek  to 
"go  the  extra  mile"  in  seeking  to  restore  mutual  respect,  regardless  of 
continuing  disagreements 
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CHURCHES  SAY  OTTAWA  SHARES  BLAME  FOR  ABUSE 
Vancouver  Sun,  Monday,  Sept.  29,  1997 
by  Douglas  Todd,  Sun  Religion  Reporter 

Canada's  three  largest  Christian  denominations  are  finding  allies  for 
their  argument  that  they  shouldn't  bear  all  the  blame  and  guilt  for  the 
way  native  Indian  children  were  treated  at  residential  schools  in  BC  and 
across  the  country.  University  of  Saskatchewan  historian  Jim  Miller  joins 
the  Catholic,  United  and  Anglican  churches  in  claiming  that  the  Canadian 
public,  through  the  government,  should  be  accepting  much  more 
responsibility  for  the  mistreatment  of  natives  at  more  than  80 
residential  schools. 

"In  this  secular  age,  people  find  it  easier  to  let  the  churches  be  the 
scapegoats,"  said  Miller,  author  of  the  recent  book  Shingwauk's  Vision:  A 
History  of  Native  Residential  Schools.  "If  the  federal  government 
accepted  responsibility  for  what  happened  at  residential  schools,  that 
means  we'd  all  have  to  accept  some  responsibility,"  Miller  said.  "But  the 


government  is  keeping  its  head  down,  and  people  find  it  easier  to  single 
out  the  churches."  The  Catholic,  United  and  Anglican  denominations  have 
started  a legal  push  to  force  the  federal  government  to  accept  much  of 
the  liability  for  native  Indians  who  were  sexually  or  physically  abused 
at  some  of  Canada's  residential  schools,  nearly  all  of  which  were  shut 
down  by  the  late  1960s. 

The  residential  schools  - which  were  operated  by  church  organizations 
but  started,  financed,  and  monitored  by  Ottawa  - were  intended  to  educate 
natives  and  assimilate  them  into  European  Christian  culture.  Pending 
civil  trials  in  BC  are  expected  to  bring  the  question  of  who's  liable  for 
them  to  a head  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Dozens  of  BC  native  men  abused 
at  residential  schools  have  initiated  lawsuits  against  individual 
molesters,  churches  and  the  federal  government  - including  the  victims  of 
Arthur  Plint  at  the  United  Church's  Port  Alberni  residential  school;  the 
victims  of  Derek  Clarke  at  the  Anglican  church's  school  in  Lytton,  and 
the  victims  of  lerzy  Maczynski  at  the  Catholic  residential  school  in 
Lower  Post  near  the  Yukon  border.  None  of  the  convicted  pedophiles  was  a 
member  of  the  clergy. 

As  well,  the  numerous  male  and  female  victims  of  Catholic  Oblate  brothers 
who  ran  St.  Joseph's  residential  school  near  Williams  Lake  - Harold 
Mclntee,  Len  Doughty  and  Hubert  O'Connor  (who  went  on  to  become  bishop  of 
Prince  George)  - are  expected  to  file  more  lawsuits  in  the  near  future. 
Outside  of  BC,  which  has  been  a major  focus  of  the  residential-school 
abuse  controversy,  former  students  are  also  filing  lawsuits  in  connection 
with  schools  near  Manitoulin,  Ont,  an  Anglican  school  near  Brantford, 

Ont.,  and  a Catholic  school  near  Guy  Hill,  Man.  The  case  of  Mclntee,  who 
was  convicted  in  1989  of  molesting  more  than  a dozen  boys  at  St. 

Joseph's,  was  the  first  public  revelation  of  sexual  and  physical  abuse  at 
native  residential  schools. 

The  Catholic,  United  and  Anglican  churches  have  all  issued  various  broad 
apologies  in  recent  years  for  their  role  in  running  the  residential 
schools.  So  far  the  federal  government  has  only  issued  what  Miller  calls 
a partial,  "mealy  mouthed"  apology.  Ottawa  has  argued  the  churches  were 
hired  as  independent  contractors  and  are  solely  responsible  for  any 
wrongdoing.  "It's  convenient  for  Canadian  society  to  say  this  issue  is 
just  a problem  that  had  to  do  with  missionaries  and  the  church,"  said 
Gerry  Kelly,  an  official  with  the  national  Catholic  church,  which  ran  60% 
of  Canada's  residential  schools.  "The  Canadian  public  doesn't  want  to 
recognize  that  residential  schools  were  deeply  embedded  in  Canadian 
social  policy  towards  natives;  a policy  which  continues  today  to  be 
assimilative,  paternalistic  and  coercive,"  Kelly  said  from  Ottawa. 

RCMP  Constable  Gerry  Peters,  who  leads  a 10-member  task  force  looking 
into  allegations  of  abuse  at  residential  schools,  believes  the  individuals 
convicted  of  abuse  should  ultimately  be  held  responsible  for  the  crimes. 
Millar,  however,  said  there's  enough  blame  to  go  around  for  the  individual 
abusers,  churches  and  especially  the  government  to  share.  "When  it 
comes  down  to  it,  it  was  the  government  of  Canada  that  instituted, 
financed  and  was  supposed  to  inspect  these  schools,  although  they  did  a 
crummy  job  of  inspecting,"  Miller  said.  "The  government  had  constitutional 
responsibility  for  the  schools  through  the  British  North  America  Act.  But 
most  Canadians  don't  give  a damn  about  that." 

United  Church  residential  school  specialist  John  Siebert  has  uncovered 
archival  documents  showing  the  federal  government  argued  three  decades 
ago  that  it  was  in  sole  charge  of  the  schools.  The  Indian  affairs 
department  in  the  1960s  won  a legal  battle  against  staff  members  at 
church-run  residential  schools  who  wanted  to  unionize  by  arguing  they 
couldn't  do  so  because  they  were  Crown  employees.  At  the  time,  there  was 
a law  against  federal  employees  joining  a union.  Ottawa,  however,  has 
recently  accepted  liability  for  a residential  school  that  the  churches 
didn't  run.  Last  year,  Ottawa  paid  out  about  $1.5  million  in  compensation 
to  50  natives  who  attended  a federally  funded  residential  school  on  the 
Gordon  reserve  in  Saskatchewan. 

Federal  Indian  affairs  officials  who  oversee  residential  school  issues 
didn't  return  The  Vancouver  Sun's  calls.  Neither  did  native  Indian 
leaders  who  monitor  residential  school  issues  - including  Charlene 


Belleau  of  Williams  Lake,  who  speaks  for  the  victims  of  O'Connor  and 
others,  and  BC's  Assembly  of  First  Nations  vice-chief,  Linda  Shackelly. 
Peters  says  officers  have  received  excellent  cooperation  from  the  United 
Church.  "But  some  bureaucracies  are  slowing  us  down,"  said  Peters, 
refusing  to  say  whether  those  bureaucracies  were  other  denominations  or 
the  federal  government.  RCMP  officers,  Peter  said,  need  access  to 
archival  material  to  help  determine  the  identities  of  alleged  abusers. 

The  BC  Task  force  has  laid  additional  charges  against  Plint  and  Clarke, 
and  expects  several  more  school  staff  members  to  be  charged  in  the  future. 

The  United  Church's  Siebert  said  his  denomination,  which  has  put  more 
than  $450,000  into  a healing  fund  for  natives  who  attended  residential 
schools,  is  "firmly  committed  to  taking  responsibility  for  its  role  but 
it  can't  take  responsibility  for  the  federal  government."  Like  officials 
of  other  denominations,  Siebert  said  the  United  Church  seeks 
reconciliation  with  natives.  Siebert  and  Millar  said  many  abused  former 
students  have  told  them  they  wouldn't  initiate  civil  lawsuits  if  the 
Liberal  government  agreed  to  a negotiated,  collective  settlement  that 
would  help  resolve  the  residential-school  legacy. 

The  federal  government  is  expected  to  make  a statement  about  residential 
schools  in  November,  when  it  offers  a larger  response  to  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples.  But  Miller  hopes  the  federal  government 
doesn't  follow  the  commission's  "annoying"  recommendation  to  launch  a 
public  inquiry  into  residential  schools.  "The  natives  need  help  now," 
said  Miller.  "There's  a lot  of  hurting  people  out  there.  We  can't  afford 
to  wait  another  five  years." 
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"RE:  Osage  in  Peril"  

From:  "Phillip  Taylor"  <coonhead@iamerica . net> 

Sub j : OSAGES  (long  but  important) 

Date:  1 Oct  1997  00:21:23  GMT 

Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

The  following  was  sent  to  me  via  the  Osage  Research  Newsletter: 
Osage  Research  Newsletter  Update 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  Raymond  Theis. 


TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN 

This  message  is  being  sent  to  all  Osage  People,  to  those  in  the  free 
press  that  might  assist  us,  and  to  our  representatives  in  Washington. 

On  September  19,  1997,  Ada  E.  Deer,  Assistant  Secretary  - Indian  Affairs 
sent  the  following  facsimile  to  the  Honorable  George  E.  Tallchief, 
President  of  the  Osage  Nation  of  Oklahoma.  With  a stroke  of  a "pen"  the 
Osage  Nation  was  written  off  the  books  as  an  entity  of  the  Osage  People. 
Over  13,000  Osages  were  denied  the  right  to  vote  or  have  a say  in  their 
government.  Since  1994  they  have  had  this  right.  Can  an  Indian  Tribe 
that  had  these  rights  be  denied  them  by  the  stroke  of  a pen.  Yes,  they 

can and  so  can  other  Indian  Tribes!!!  You  can  wait  and  see  if  it 

happens  to  your  tribe  or  you  can  join  in  an  effort  to  stop  this  from 
happening  to  your  tribe.  The  United  States  Government  has  broken  every 
treaty  that  they  have  ever  made  with  an  Indian  tribe.  And  now  they  are 
slowly  but  surely  in  the  process  of  "cutting  their  budget"  by  removing 


those  "extra  expenses"  that  they  were  obligated  to  carry  out  in  their 
trust  responsibility  to  those  Indian  tribes. 

Read  on  and  listen  carefully  to  what  your  ears  hear  and  your  eyes  see  as 
to  what  is  "written  on  the  walls  of  history".  It  is  not  good  for  us,  the 
Indian  people  that  have  tried  for  centuries  to  get  along  with  the  white 
man  and  has  looked  to  the  Great  White  Father  in  Washington  and  believed 

what  has  been  told  us.  It  is  over  for  the  Osage  Nation will  it  be 

over  for  you  also? 

The  Osage  Indian  is  not  dead nor  will  they  ever  die.  They  will 

live  on,  but  their  right  as  an  individual  to  vote  and  have  a say  in  their 
government  has  stopped  for  this  moment  in  time.  They  will  be  back. 
Presently  only  those  who  have  inherited  a share  in  the  mineral  estate  can 
vote....  less  than  4,000.  The  other  larger  group  of  over  13,000  have  been 
annihilated,  removed  from  having  a say  in  how  things  should  be  run.  The 
Osage  Tribal  Council,  who,  according  to  the  1906  Act  of  Congress[not  a 
treaty  or  constitution  of  an  Indian  tribe]  are  to  handle  "ONLY"  the 
administering  of  the  "Minerals  Estate"  are  now  wanting  to  administer  all 
of  the  Federal  Programs  that  the  Osage  Nation  established  and  tripled  the 
income  of  in  the  past  three(3)  years. 

Another  thing  that  most  do  not  want  to  believe  is,  that  when  the  LAST  of 
the  Original  Allottees  dies,  the  trust  responsibility  of  the  government 
CEASES!!!  Read  it  in  the  1906  Allotment  Act.  It  says,  "...  and  the  said 
roll  as  above  provided,  after  the  revision  and  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  as  herein  provided,  SHALL  CONSTITUTE  THE  APPROVED  ROLL  OF 
SAID  TRIBE: and  the  action  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  the  revision 
of  the  roll  as  herein  provided  S HALL  BE  FINAL".  COULD  IT  BE  ANY  PLAINER? 
Under  the  Osage  Nation  Government,  we  wrote,  passed  into  Law,  and 

established  a membership  roll.  NOW,  there  is  no  membership  roll 

wiped  away  by  the  stroke  of  a pen.  Under  the  1906  Act  a new  membership 
roll  cannot  be  established.  Only  under  the  new  Constitutional  form  of 
government  could  this  be  accomplished and  it  was. 

The  title  of  the  1906  Act  is,  "An  Act  For  The  Division  Of  The  Lands  And 
Funds  Of  The  Osage  Indians  In  Oklahoma  Territory" . This  Act  directly  ties 
the  ownership  of  property,  through  the  shareholder  process,  to  the  right 
to  vote.  And  for  the  most  part  this  can  only  come  about  when  a relative 
dies.  As  a citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America  are  you  required  to 
own  property  before  you  can  vote.  No  you  are  not.  So  is  this  process 
established  under  the  1906  Act,  by  the  way  which  was  written  by  Congress, 
a true  process  that  enables  a person  to  have  the  right  to  vote?  We,  the 
Osage,  are  the  only  tribe  of  Indians  that  have  had  an  Act  of  Congress 
written  for  them  to  establish  an  allotment  of  land  and  distribution  of 
funds.  In  1881  we  had  a constitutional  government  for  our  People.  This 
constitution  was  the  basis  for  the  1994  Constitution.  It  was  good  enough 
for  us  prior  to  1906,  shouldn't  it  be  good  enough  for  us  today?  Should 
not  we  vote  it  back  in? 

Another  quote  from  the  same  Act  enforces  what  was  stated  above  on  what 

the  AUTHORITY  of  the  tribal  council  is " This  act  provided  for  the 

SELECTION  and  DIVISION  of  the  land,  in  the  OSAGE  NATION  [wait  a minute, 
isn't  that  the  name  of  the  government  voted  in  by  66%  of  the  Osage  People 
and  established  a constitution]  to  the  INDIVIDUAL  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ENROLLED 
Osage  tribe.  Including  the  reservation  of  the  MINERALS,  for  the  tribe  as 
a whole".  IT  DOES  NOT  SAY,  ANYWHERE  in  the  1906  that  the  tribal  council 
can  carry  out  any  other  duties.  So  what  they  are  attempting  to  do  HAS  NO 
BASIS  UNDER  THIS  ACT. 

The  OSAGE  NATION  needs  your  help.  It  must  be  in  writing  and  sent  to  me 
as  soon  as  possible.  This  way  you  need  not  send  out  many  letters  to 
members  of  the  Osage  Nation  government.  I will  make  copies  of  them  and 
bring  them  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Osage  National  Council.  When  you 
receive  this  correspondence,  contact  ten  (10)  other  members  of  the  Osage 
Nation  and  ask  them  to  contact  ten  more  members.  In  this  way  we  can  get 
the  word  out  faster  and  at  less  expense  to  each  individual  member  of  the 
Osage  Nation. 

REMEMBER,  a government  is  not  a few  members  of  the  Executive, 
Legislative,  or  Judicial  Branches,  it  is  the  PEOPLE.  You  are  the  Osage 
People.  If  you  want  your  children,  grandchildren  and  their  children  to 


have  a VOTE  and  a SAY  in  OUR  government,  IT  IS  UP  TO  YOU.  I can't  do  it 
by  myself.  The  other  members  of  the  Osage  Nation  government  can  not  do  it 
by  themselves.  ONLY  you  can  make  the  difference.  Please  join  with  us  to 
save  our  OSAGE  PEOPLE.  As  individual  members  we  stand  alone.  You  are  the 
only  ones  who  can  make  a difference.  If  the  government  fails,  the  people 
as  a Nation  falls.  I don't  want  this,  do  you? 

Send  this  message  loud  and  clear  to  our  People.  Send  it  you  our 
representatives  in  Washington.  If  you  need  addresses,  contact  me  and  I 
will  furnish  them  to  you.  Most  of  you  I have  already  sent  this 
information . 

What  else  can  I say.  Time  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  Now  is  the  time. 
...  tomorrow  may  be  to  late.  Your  prayers  and  assistance  is  needed  now. 
Thank  you, 

Raymond  A.  Theis,  II 

Second  Speaker 

Osage  National  Council 

2640  Evergreen  Drive 

Bartlesville  OK  74006-4702 

Phone/FAX:  (918)  333-4073 

E-mail  address:  RATheis2@aol.com 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 
OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY 
Washington,  D.C.  20240 

September  19,  1997 

Honorable  George  Tallchief 
Chairman,  Osage  Nation  of  Oklahoma 
Post  Office  Box  53 
Pawhuska,  Oklahoma  74056 

Dear  Chairman  Tall  Chief: 

This  office  has  been  informed  that  the  mandate  has  been  issued  by  the 
Tenths  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  Fletcher  v.  United  States,  No.  95-5208 
(10th  Cir.dec.  Dune  10,  1997,  reh.  den.  August  18,  1997),  thus  making  the 
Dune  10,  1997,  decision  by  the  Tenth  Circuit  court  immediately  effective. 
That  decision  held  that  the  work  of  the  Osage  Commission,  which  culminated 
in  the  1994  Constitution,  and  the  ratification  of  the  1994  Constitution 
was  void.  As  you  are  no  doubt  aware,  by  order  dated  October  28,  1993,  the 
federal  court  required  this  office  to  review  the  draft  constitution  to 
determine  if  any  provision  was  contrary  to  federal  law.  By  letter  dated 
November  5,  1993,  we  advised  the  Federal  District  Court  that  the  draft 
constitution  was  in  compliance  with  federal  law  and  also  that  the  Osage 
Commission  would  be  permitted  to  conduct  a referendum  on  the  adoption  of 
the  constitution.  Thereafter,  my  approval  of  the  ratified  constitution  on 
Dune  1,  1994,  was  in  furtherance  of  the  Federal  District  Court's  process. 

It  is  now  clear  from  the  ruling  of  the  Tenth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
that  the  constitutional  process  was  contrary  to  federal  law  and  that  this 
office  must  take  actions  to  restore  the  government  established  by  the  1906 
Act  "by  striking  down  the  inconsistent  form  created  by  the  1994 
Constitution."  Thus,  as  of  this  date  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  is 
constrained  from  recognizing  the  Osage  Nation  as  established  by  the  1994 
Constitution,  and  my  approval  of  the  1994  Constitution  is  rescinded. 

Please  be  advised  that  this  office  formal  recognizes  the  Osage  Tribal 
Council  as  the  governing  body  of  the  Osage  Tribe. 

We  are  concerned  that  contracts  entered  into  with  the  Osage  National 
Council  for  the  operation  of  federal  programs  be  terminated  in  such  manner 
so  as  not  to  interrupt  services  to  individual  members  of  the  Osage  Tribe. 
Therefore,  the  Area  Director,  Muskogee  Area  Office,  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs,  is  directed  to  work  with  the  Osage  National  Council  and  the 
Osage  Tribal  Council  to  insure  the  orderly  contracting  of  programs 
pursuant  to  Self-determination  and  Education  Assistance  Act,  referred  to 
as  Pub.  L.  93-638. 

Sincerely, 


Ada  E.  Deer 

Assistant  Secretary  - Indian  Affairs 


- — "RE:  Roberta  Blackgoat  Video"  

Date:  Mon,  6 Oct  1997  11:00:29  -0800 

From:  "Robert  Dorman"  <redorman@iximail.plix.com> 

Sub  j : Roberta  Blackgoat  Video 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

There  is  another  Big  Mountain  site  on  the  web  that  you  might  want  to 
check  out.  It  is: 

http: //www. iahushua. com/T-L- 1/list . html 

The  following  can  be  found 

at : http : //www .iahushua. com/T - L- 1 /weep . html 

and  is  reproduced  here  for  those  with  only  email  access. 

"To  Seek  out  that  which  was  Lost..." 

We  present  this  Information  and  its  Links  as  a Service  to  our  readers... 
Its  inclusion  should  not  be  construed  as  the  Authors'  or  the  Relays' 
endorsement  of  our  Beliefs...  or  as  our  endorsement  of  theirs.,  the  Truth 
will  stand  on  its  own  Merit! 

Wounded  Earth  Environmental  Project 
W.E.E.P  - Box  8574 
Missoula,  Mt  59807 

Howdy  Folks, 

This  is  a note  concerning  Roberta  Blackgoat,  a Dineh  grandmother.  Big 
Mountain  Az.,  who  Gathered  with  other  individuals  from  all  over  the  Earth, 
at  Painted  (Indian)  Prairie  Meadows,  Oregon,  at  the  26th  Annual  Gathering 
of  the  Tribes,  sponsored  by  Individuals  of  the  Rainbow  Family,  Duly  1-7, 
1997. 

Roberta  Blackgoat,  and  other  individuals  involved  in  the  (Spiritual) 
People's  Land  Rights  struggle.  Big  Mountain,  were  Welcomed  Home,  food  and 
shelter  offered  and  accepted,  encamping  with  Montana  family,  others. 

On  Duly  5th,  after  the  Silence  for  Peace  on  the  4th,  in  the  afternoon, 
in  Tipi  Circle,  individuals  in  support  of  Big  Mountain,  listened  as 
Roberta  Blackgoat,  spoke  of  the  Struggle  for  Freedom  for  the  Dineh, 

against  the  corporations  etc.  who  want  Dineh  traditional  lands  for 

minerals  etc..  In  agreement  with  Roberta  Blackgoat,  this  Circle  in  Support 
of  Big  Mountain,  with  Roberta  Blackgoat  speaking,  was  Video-taped. 

Hopefully  with  enough  sound  quality  for  the  message  to  be  clearly  heard. 
This  Video  is  being  processed  and  a copy  will  be  sent  to  Roberta  Blackgoat, 
to  be  used,  if  she/others  involved  in  the  Big  Mountain  struggle,  deem  it 
to  be  useful.  Also,  this  video,  will  be  sent  worldwide  on  the  internet,  by 
all  concerned  in  support.  Roberta  Blackgoat  expressed  her  hope  this 
message  can  be  heard  everywhere  on  Earth.  As  an  individual,  of  the  Rainbow 

People,  who  supports  Roberta  Blackgoat/other  Dineh/folks,  I agreed  to  help 

with  processing  this  video  and  'getting  it  out'  worldwide. 

This  video  will  contain  Roberta  Blackgoat  speaking,  her  grandson  Randy 
speaking,  and  a song  by  Windsong,  a woman  of  the  Rainbow,  "Dineh. . .Hopi", 
and  a Prayer/petition  by  Individuals  of  the  Rainbow  People,  in  Circle,  in 
Support  of  Big  Mountain.  Donations  were  given,  Roberta  Blackgoat/family 
left  in  Peace,  with  good  vibrations. 

As  a Historian,  storyteller,  for  the  Rainbow  People,  in  our  Gatherings, 
for  many  years,  I have  told  the  Story  of  David  Monogye  (sp.),  a Hopi 
grandfather,  who  Gathered  with  the  Rainbow  Family  Tribe,  in  New  Mexico  in 
1977.  David  was  known  to  Rainbow  People  (among  others),  as  "Grandfather 
David".  Every  year,  in  the  Hipstory  of  the  Rainbow  Gatherings,  the  story 
of  Grandfather  David  coming  and  greeting  Gathered  folks,  is  shared .. .with 
respect,  honor,  good  will.  For  Rainbow  People,  who  gathered  in  1977,  and 
those  folks  who  have  gathered  since  and  heard  the  Story,  the  visit  by 
Grandfather  David  is  a very  good,  a high  moment,  a blessed  moment. 


Generation  after  generation  of  Our  People,  will  honor  this  simple,  waycool 
Hopi,  a peace  person,  who  came  to  say  " Hopi  and  Hippie  are  alike,  peace 
people  are  Hopi,  Hopi  is  Peace,  you  are  all  Hopi" (as  some  of  us  remember) . 

Next  year,  27th  Annual  Gathering,  Arizona  Duly  1-7.  '98,  in  the  HipsTory, 
will  be  Shared,  of  the  Welcome  Home,  to  the  Gathering,  of  "Grandmother 
Roberta  Blackgoat",  shared  as  a blessed  moment,  a moment  of  Peace  and 
Freedom,  a high  moment  in  Our  Gathering  HipsTory.  Grandmother  Roberta  is 
waycool . 

For  me,  personally,  I give  thanks,  I was  at  the  Welcome  Home,  and 
greeted  Roberta  Blackgoat.  I held  Kasha  Rose  Montana,  9 months  old, 
(daughter).  I chanced  to  be  at  the  Gate,  looked  around  and  saw  a Dineh.  I 
said,  "Welcome  Home,  Grandmother,  can  we  offer  you  food,  do  you  need 
anything?"  She  said  she  was  fine,  and  she  pointed  out  the  folks  she  was 
with,  and  she  walked  into  the  Gathering.  I Welcomed  Home  Randy/others,  who 
asked  for  Feather,  who  I know  well,  Montana  family,  and  these  Dineh 
entered  the  Gathering. 

I hope  more  Sharing,  at  Circles,  in  Gathering  Arizona  '98,  will  Open  the 
Way,  Further  the  Cause  of  Peace  and  Freedom.  Individuals/Folks  in  support 
of  Big  Mountain  Relocation  Resistance,  in  Gathering,  are  seeking  to  share 
knowledge,  gainsay  support,  educate  people,  who  come  to  the  Gatherings, 
about  Big  Mountain.  Please  "tune  in,  turn  on"...  help  out! 
thank  you, 

Barry  E.  Adams,  "Plunker",  individual,  Montana  family.  Rainbow  Tribe 
Kasha  Rose  Montana,  Sue  et  al 

RESTORE  THE  EARTH!  --  RESTORE  THE  PEOPLE! 

Big  Mountain  Information  and  Discussion  Forum 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list 
of  Big  Mountain  relocation  resistance  information 
(not  discussion  or  debate).  To  unsubscribe,  email 
redorman@plix. com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the  subject 
header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist 
internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at 
http://www.plix.com/~users/redorman/index.htm 

"RE : Dillon  Creek  Protest"  

Date:  Wed,  1 Oct  1997  08:40:35  +0000 

From:  "klamath@snowcrest.net  (Felice  Pace/Lori  Coop"  <klamath@snowcrest . net> 
Sub j : (Fwd)  The  Latest  on  Dillon  Creek 
Forwarded  Message  Follows  

Dear  Folks, 

There  follow  press  release  and  letter  to  Barbara  Holder  (KNF  Supervisor) 
asking  her  to  decommission  the  worst  roads  used  to  log  the  Outside  TS  in 
Dillon.  Any  help  you  can  offer  at  any  level  (copies  have  gone  to  Lyons, 
Dombeck,  etc.)  would  be  appreciated. 

Felice  Pace 

Klamath  Forest  Alliance 
P.O.Box  820  Etna,  California  96027 

Ph:  916-467-5405  Fax:  916-467-3130  E-mail:  klamath@snowcrest.net 
For  Immediate  Release 

For  More  Information  contact  Lori  Cooper  @ 916-467-5405 

Activists  Call  on  Forest  Supervisor  to  Decommission  Dillon  Creek  Logging 

Roads 

In  a letter  released  today,  the  Klamath  Forest  Alliance  and  seven  other 
California  environmental  organizations  called  on  the  Forest  Service  to 
obliterate  logging  roads  associated  with  a timber  sale  along  the  Klamath 
River  in  Northwest  California.  The  "Outside  Timber  Sale"  in  the  Dillon 
Creek  watershed  has  been  controversial  since  it  was  first  proposed  in  1996 
under  the  "clearcut  logging  rider",  a congressional  maneuver  which 
suspended  environmental  laws  in  order  to  accelerate  logging  on  national 
forests  across  the  West.  Timber  cutting  in  Dillon  Creek  continues  to  be 
protested  by  young  people  associated  with  Earth  First!  and  a group  called 


"The  Dillon  Defenders" (see  enclosed  press  release).  All  through  the 
Summer  non-violent  protests,  including  road  blockades  and  arrests,  have 
focused  on  logging  and  road  building  in  this  remote  section  of  the  Klamath 
National  Forest.  Protesters  are  upset  because  the  logging  threatens  Coho 
Salmon  and  other  at-risk  fisheries  in  the  "wildest  unprotected  watershed 
remaining  in  Northern  California"  and  because  the  logging  is  degrading 
prayer  and  ceremonial  sites  sacred  to  traditional  Yurok,  Tollowa  and  Karuk 
Native  Americans. 

According  to  observes  at  the  site  of  the  protests  near  the  remote  town 
of  Happy  Camp,  reaction  to  the  protests  have  recently  taken  a violent  turn. 
The  Siskiyou  County  Sheriff's  Department  confirmed  that  a complaint  has 
been  filed  against  an  employee  of  Scott  Timber  Company,  a subsidiary  of 
Roseburg  Lumber  of  Oregon.  The  logger  allegedly  attacked  a protestor  with 
a shovel.  Spokespersons  for  the  Dillon  Defenders  also  claim  that  local 
sheriffs  have  become  violent  as  well,  threatening  the  protestors  with 
bodily  harm  and  using  undue  force  while  making  arrests. 

Felice  Pace,  executive  director  of  the  Klamath  Forest  Alliance,  believes 
the  potential  for  serious  injury  to  non-violent  protestors  at  Dillon  Creek 
is  escalating.  Pace  called  on  Supervisor  Holder  and  Siskiyou  County 
Sheriff  Charlie  Byrd  to  "provide  leadership  so  that  the  potential  for 
violence  is  reduced.  Supervisor  Holder  now  has  an  opportunity  to  defuse 
tensions  with  local  Native  Americans,  local  environmentalists  and  the 
protestors  by  acting  on  our  call  for  obliteration  of  roads  that  the  Forest 
Service  reconstructed  to  facilitate  logging  Dillon  Creek,"  said  Pace, 
adding  that  "These  roads  degrade  prayer  and  ceremonial  sites  and  pose  a 
continuing  threat  to  salmon  and  steelhead  stocks  which  are  at  risk  of 
extinction."  Dillon  Creek  is  one  of  only  six  streams  in  California  that 
continue  to  support  Spring-run  Steelhead,  a species  which  requires  very 
high  water  quality  to  survive.  According  to  forest  scientists,  the 
watershed  is  part  of  the  largest  concentration  of  Ancient  Forests 
remaining  on  the  West  Coast.  The  World  Wildlife  Fund  (WWF)  also  recently 
called  for  protection  of  Dillon  Creek  and  the  larger  Klamath-Siskiyou 
Wildlands  of  which  it  is  a part.  According  to  WWF  Dillon  Creek  contains 
some  of  the  most  important  low  elevation  Ancient  Forests  remaining  in  the 
United  States. 

The  letter  calling  for  obliteration  of  Dillon  Creek  logging  roads  cites 
Forest  Service  failure  to  maintain  the  6,000  miles  of  logging  roads 
located  on  the  Klamath  Forest  as  an  additional  reason  why  forest 
supervisor  Holder  should  do  away  with  some  of  the  roads  in  Dillon  Creek. 

The  environmentalist  letter  claims  funding  for  national  forest  road 
maintenance  is  woefully  inadequate  and  that  poor  maintenance  substantially 
increases  the  risk  to  threatened  salmon  and  other  fisheries.  Lori  Cooper, 
KFA's  Forest  Protection  coordinator,  said  her  organization  has  audited 
Forest  Service  road  maintenance  logs  and  found  that  most  logging  roads 
receive  little  or  no  annual  maintenance.  "Unpaved  logging  roads  on  steep, 
landslide-prone  slopes  are  a threat  even  when  they  are  well  maintained", 
claims  Cooper,  "they  become  a much  greater  risk  when  they  don't  receive 
needed  maintenance."  Cooper's  contention  is  born  out  by  Forest  Service 
Chief  Mike  Dombeck  who  in  recent  testimony  to  Congress  stated  that  60%  of 
the  roads  on  the  national  forests  are  not  adequately  maintained. 

KFA's  Pace  claims  that  the  "ball  is  now  in  Barbara  Holder's  court.  She 
can  reach  out  to  Native  Americans,  Fishermen,  the  Environmental  Community 
and  Recreationists  by  making  a commitment  to  decommission  these  very  bad 
logging  roads  or  she  can  choose  to  stubbornly  hang  onto  roads  she  knows 
the  Forest  Service  can  not  properly  maintain."  KFA's  Cooper  summed  up  the 
issue  "For  the  good  of  the  salmon  and  the  community,"  she  said  "we  hope 
Barbara  Holder  decides  to  do  the  right  thing." 

The  Dillon  Defenders 

For  Immediate  Release  For  More  Information 

September  29,  1997  707-825-8911 

Violence  Escalates  at  Dillon  Creek 

5 Arrested  at  Non-violent  Protest  On  September  26,  two  forest  activists 
locked  themselves  to  the  back  axle  of  a junk  car  blocking  Forest  Service 
road  15N19,  the  only  access  road  to  the  north  side  of  the  Outside  Timber 


Sale.  Ten  activist  gathered  to  protest  the  atrocious  size  and  nature  of  the 
"Outside  Timber  Sale."  This  sale  allows  lawless  logging  of  endangered 
species  habitat  and  sacred  native  American  highlands,  under  the  Salvage 
Rider.  The  first  Forest  Service  law  enforcement  officer  arrived  at  3:00  am, 
and  the  protest  lasted  until  after  6:00  am.  At  first  the  Forest  Service 
allowed  several  activists  to  stay  as  witnesses  for  the  two  women  locked 
down.  At  3:45  a Sheriff's  deputy  arrived  and  rushed  at  the  activists 
without  warning.  When  one  protester  attempted  to  walk  away  he  was 
tackled,  thrown  into  a ditch,  and  sat  upon.  He  was  then  dragged  about  25 
yards  by  his  hand  cuffs  and  charged  with  "assaulting  a police  officer". 
Another  protester  was  arrested  without  being  told  why.  At  about  6:00 
another  individual  was  arrested,  off  the  road  and  out  of  the  closure  for 
the  crime  of  holding  a video  camera.  This  person  was  not  a part  of  the 
action  but  was  merely  trying  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  non-violent 
activists.  The  camera  was  not  captured,  and  the  video  will  be  used  in 
court  to  defend  activists  against  unjust  charges.  The  road  closure  they 
were  arrested  for  violating  only  allows  for  Roseburg  Timber  employees  and 
the  Forest  Service  to  stand  or  drive  on  15N19.  However,  closure  of  the 
road  extends  many  miles  outside  of  the  timber  sale  boundaries.  The  closed 
road  is  the  only  access  two  major  recreation  trails  and  the  private 
property  where  the  Dillon  Creek  Defenders  are  living.  Shortly  after  the 
first  arrests  were  made  the  Sheriff  told  Forest  Service  mechanics  to  jack 
up  the  car  and  cut  the  back  axle  with  an  acetylene  torch.  Without  giving 
the  two  women  an  opportunity  to  decide  whether  to  unlock,  the  mechanics 
were  told  to  cut  within  five  inches  of  activist's  faces.  The  women  both 
unlocked  for  fear  of  being  burnt  and  blinded.  " I was  then  dragged,  sat 
upon,  handcuffed,  and  dragged  by  both  my  hands  and  my  necklace."  "I  would 
have  walked  if  given  the  opportunity"  said  one  of  the  women.  This  is  only 
one  of  the  actions  in  the  last  month  in  which  non-violent  protesters  were 
exposed  to  unjust  violence  by  the  Forest  Service,  the  Sheriffs,  and  by 
employees  of  Scott-Roseburg  Timber.  Earlier  in  the  week  a protester  had 
at  least  five  hundred  gallons  of  water  dumped  upon  him  while  locked  to  a 
water  truck.  Loggers  then  dumped  shovel  loads  of  dirt  upon  him  as  the 
Forest  Service  law  enforcement  watched.  This  same  day  a employee  of  Scott- 
Roseburg  assaulted  a observer  with  a shovel,  with  no  reaction  from  the 
Forest  Service  law  enforcement.  Weeks  earlier  a woman  was  attacked  and 
kicked  for  grabbing  a 30-foot  tripod  to  steady  it  while  a logger  was 
trying  to  knock  a protester  off.  "There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  this 
violence  will  continue  against  us,  and  our  rights  will  continue  to  be 
violated  by  those  meant  to  protect  us  if  the  public  doesn't  speak  up," 
said  Meadow,  an  activist.  "We  do  not  plan  to  bend  to  a system  that  allows 
torture  of  non-violent  protesters,  we  will  continue  to  defend  these  sacred 
highlands."  The  Dillon  Creek  Defenders  are  currently  looking  for  support 
and  legal  advice,  for  more  information  please  call  707-825-8911. 

Klamath  Forest  Alliance 
P.O.Box  820  Etna,  California  96027 

Ph:  916-467-5405  Fax:  916-467-3130  E-mail:  klamath@snowcrest.net 
Barbara  Holder,  Forest  Supervisor 
Klamath  National  Forest 
1312  Fairlane  Rd. 

Yreka,  CA  96097 
September  29,  1997 

Dear  Barbara: 

We  the  undersigned  organizations  are  writing  to  request  that  you 
decommission  Road  15N19  (Bear  Peak  Road,  above  the  Bear  Lake/Kelsey 
Trailhead),  and  Roads  14N21  and  13N35  (Cedar  Camp  Road)  in  order  to 
rectify  some  of  the  damage  done  to  the  Dillon  Creek  watershed  as  a result 
of  recent  salvage  logging  and  road  reconstruction. 

Decommissioning  these  roads  would  be  a very  important  first  step  to 
allow  this  area  to  recover  from  the  significant  adverse  effects  it  has 
suffered  as  a result  of  logging  the  Outside  Timber  Sale  and  the  major  road 
failures  which  dumped  tons  of  sediment  into  the  watershed.  Many  of  the 
blowouts  on  these  roads  were  associated  with  blocked  or  undersized 


culverts . 

The  road  maintenance  records  for  the  Klamath  National  Forest  irrefutably 
show  that  the  Forest  has  a chronic  shortfall  in  road  maintenance  funding. 
Since  the  Forest  cannot  afford  to  maintain  a large  percentage  of  its  road 
miles,  and  there  are  no  prospects  that  funding  will  increase,  it  would  be 
prudent  to  accelerate  the  decommissioning  of  some  roads,  beginning  with 
those  roads  which  pose  the  greatest  threats  to  the  watersheds,  as  mandated 
by  the  Aquatic  Conservation  Strategy  of  the  Northwest  Forest  Plan.  Bear 
Peak  Road  and  Cedar  Camp  Road  definitely  qualify  for  decommissioning  under 
the  criteria  of  the  Aquatic  Conservation  Strategy. 

As  you  know,  the  Dillon  Creek  watershed  is  extremely  important  to 
Spring-run  Steelhead  in  California  and  holds  the  best  hope  for  recovery  of 
declining  salmon  and  steelhead  populations.  There  is  no  good  reason  to 
keep  these  roads  open.  If  you  are  concerned  about  access  into  this  area 
in  order  to  fight  fire,  please  consider  that  the  Forest  maintains  a 
sophisticated  and  very  expensive  helitac  base  which  is  readily  available 
throughout  the  fire  season  for  initial  and  sustained  attack  where  roads 
don't  reach.  Decommissioned  roads  provide  excellent  helicopter  landing 
pads . 

The  decommissioning  of  the  Steinacher  Road  using  a stewardship  contract 
with  the  Karuk  Tribe  is  one  example  of  when  the  Klamath  National  Forest 
demonstrated  that  it  can  both  "care  for  the  land"  and  "serve  people." 
Decommissioning  the  Bear  Peak  and  Cedar  Camp  Roads  would  be  another 
demonstration  of  doing  the  right  thing. 

Sincerely, 

Lori  Cooper  Paul  Spitler 

Forest  Protection  Coordinator  Executive  Director 

Klamath  Forest  Alliance  California  Wilderness  Coalition 


David  Edelson  Paul  Mason 

Natural  Resources  Defense  Council  President  EPIC 


Steven  L.  Evans 
Conservation  Director 
Friends  of  the  River 


Hesse  Schwartz 

Living  Tree  Community  Foods 


Tracy  Katelman 

Registered  Professional  Forester 
Trees  Foundation 


Tim  McKay 
Executive  Director 
Northcoast  Environmental  Center 


cc:  Him  Lyons 

USFWS,  Yreka 
NMFS,  Eureka 
Senator  Boxer 
Senator  Feinstein 
Practice  the  Wild! 

Check  out  our  web  site  http://snowcrest.net/klamath 
Klamath  Forest  Alliance 
PO  Box  820 
Etna,  CA  96027 

Phone:  916-467-5405  Fax:  916-467-3130 


RE:  Protect  the  Great  Lakes" 


Date:  Thu,  2 Oct  1997  00:43:29  -0500 

From:  Alice  McCombs  <amccombs@mail.wiscnet.net> 

Subject:  ACTION  ALERT:  Protect  the  Great  Lakes  and  Mississippi  Watersheds 
Mailing  List:  NativeWeb  <nativeweb@thecity . sfsu.edu> 

October  2,  1997 

Global  Campaign  to  Protect  Our  World's  Water: 

Protect  the  Great  Lakes  and  Mississippi  Watersheds  from  destruction  by  a 
Multinational  Sulfide  Mining  District 


Sample  Letter  to  Great  Lakes/Mississippi  River  Governors/Members  of 
Congress  with  Talking  Points  and  Addresses 

Great  Lakes/Mississippi  River  Governors  to  write  to 

Great  Lakes/Mississippi  River  members  of  U.S.  Congress  to  Contact 

where  to  cc  your  letter 


Sample  Letter  to  Great  Lakes/Mississippi  Governors  and  U.S.  members  of  Congres 

Dear  Governor  / Senator  / Representative: 

I am  writing  to  express  my  support  for  applying  the  Water  Resources 
Development  Act  of  1986  to  Crandon  Mining  Company's  (CMC)  proposal  to 
divert  1-2  million  gallons  of  water  per  day  out  of  the  Great  Lakes  basin 
for  over  30  years.  I also  want  to  express  my  opposition  to  the  state  of 
Wisconsin's  claim  of  sole  jurisdiction  over  this  clearly  regional  issue  and 
the  potentially  dangerous  precedent  of  legally  separating  groundwater  from 
the  rest  of  the  Great  Lakes  hydrologic  system. 

The  Water  Resources  Development  Act  of  1986  was  developed  to  respond  to 
proposals  like  CMC's.  Great  Lakes  citizens  want  their  water  to  remain  in 
the  Great  Lakes  basin.  Further,  all  American  citizens  of  the  Great  Lakes, 
our  popularly  elected  Governors,  and  members  of  Congress  should  have  a say 
in  this  regional  issue.  That  was  the  intent  of  the  WRDA,  and  CMC  is 
attempting  to  skirt  this  legislation  under  a legal  loophole. 

Despite  the  fact  the  Army  Corps  has  authority  to  protect  this  nation's 
waters  and  wetlands,  the  Army  Corps  recently  decided  WRDA  does  not  apply  to 
CMC's  proposal.  Enforcement  of  the  WRDA  will  properly  address  this 
important  responsibility.  Scientific  studies  support  the  hydrologic 
connection  between  groundwater  and  surface  water  for  policy  and 
environmental  protection  purposes,  and  you  now  have  an  opportunity  to 
further  strengthen  this  relationship. 

The  diversion,  if  permitted,  could  create  a number  of  unfortunate 
precedents  that  would  have  repercussions  on  water  resource  policy 
throughout  the  Great  Lakes  basin.  Other  multinational  mining  corporations 
such  as  BHP  have  leased  over  300,000  acres  of  land  in  North  Wisconsin  for 
mineral  exploration  and  prospecting.  If  the  precedent  of  allowing  CMC's 
proposed  interbasin  transfer  is  allowed,  other  mining  companies  would  also 
potentially  be  able  to  use  interbasin  transfers  for  their  wastewater 
discharges . 

For  the  sake  of  our  nation's  waters,  citizens,  and  future  generations,  I 
urge  you  to  use  the  full  authority  of  your  office  to  ensure  that  WRDA  is 
applied  to  CMC's  mining  proposal  to  protect  the  Great  Lakes  and  Mississippi 
Watersheds  from  contamination  and  drawdown  by  metallic  sulfide  mining. 

Sincerely. . . 

Some  additional  points  or  ideas  for  you  to  consider  for  your  letter: 

- The  Great  Lakes  comprise  20%  of  the  World's  remaining  fresh  water. 

- The  Great  Lakes  are  a non-renewable  resource-99%  of  their  waters  were  left 
behind  by  glaciers  almost  20,000  years  ago.  This  means  that  any  additional 
diversion  of  water  can  have  major  impacts. 

- Consumption  of  Great  Lakes  waters  by  agriculture  and  manufacturing 
continues  to  rise.  And  as  the  population  increases  throughout  the  basin,  in 
Canada  and  the  U.S.,  municipal  drinking  water  rates  will  continue  to  soar. 
Worldwatch  Institute  warned  in  1996  that  we  are  "unsustainably  mining  what 
was  once  a renewable  resource." 

- Diversions  of  Great  Lakes  water  permanently  lower  Lake  levels.  The  results 
of  lower  levels  include: 

+ Lower  water  quality  from  less  dilution  potential  and  from  newly  exposed 
contaminated  sediments, 

+ Loss  of  wetland  functions  such  as  filtering  of  contaminants  and  habitat 
for  wildlife, 

+ Negative  impacts  to  recreational  and  commercial  fishing  and  boating, 

+ Negative  impacts  to  domestic  and  industrial  plants  who  treat  and  use  Great 
Lakes  water 

+ Loss  of  water  flow  available  to  hydroelectric  plants. 


+ Costly  legal  battles  between  competing  jurisdictions  over  use  and 
availability  of  this  non-renewable  resource  will  begin  to  erupt. 

+ It  is  technically  feasible  for  extraction  interests  like  CMC  to  return 
uncontaminated  water  to  the  Great  Lakes  basin;  it  simply  costs  more  money 
to  comply  with  non-pollution  standards  than  simply  to  dilute  and  dump  it 
into  a less  protected  waterway,  in  this  case,  the  Wisconsin  River. 


Where  to  send  and  cc  your  letter 

Great  Lakes  & Mississippi  River  Governors  (Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Michigan, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi)  to  write  to: 

Illinois 

Governor  Dim  Edgar 
207  Statehouse 
Springfield  IL  62706 
governor@state . il . us 

Indiana 

Governor  Evan  Bayh 
206  State  House 
Indianapolis  IN  46204 

http://www.ai . org/cgi- bin/gov/ cgi-bin/gov_mail . pi 
Michigan 

Governor  John  M.  Engler 
Olds  Plazalll  S Capitol 
Lansing  MI  48953 
migov@mail . state .mi . us 

Minnesota 

Governor  Arne  Carlson 
130  State  Capitol  Bldg.  Aurora  Ave 
St.  Paul  MN  55155 
governor@state . mn . us 

Ohio 

Governor  George  Voinovich 
77  S High  St30th 
FloorColumbus  OH  43266 
govvoinovich@gov . state . oh . us 

Pennsylvania 

Governor  Thomas  J.  Ridge 
225  Capitol  Building 
Harrisburg  PA  17120 

http: //www. state . pa . us/PA_Exec/Governor/govmail . html 
New  York 

Governor  George  Pataki 
Executive  Chamber 
State  Capitol 
Albany  NY  12224 
Phone:  (518)478-8390 

Governor  Pataki  has  no  email  address  listed. 

You  might  want  to  send  email  letters  to: 

NY  State  Senator  Carl  Marcellino, Chair, 

Senate  Environmental  Committee 

MARCELLI@SENATE . STATE . NY. US  and/or 

NY  State  Representative  Richard  L.  Brodsky,  Chair 

Assembly  Standing  Committee  on  Environmental  Conservation 

brodskr@assembly. state . ny . us 

Wisconsin 

Governor  Tommy  G.  Thompson 


Office  of  the  Governor 

Room  115  East,  State  Capitol 

Madison,  WI  53702 

Ph:  608-266-1212  FAX:  608-267-8983 

wisgov@mail . state. wi . us 

Iowa 

Governor  Terry  Branstad 
General . off ice@igov . state . ia . us 

Missouri 

Governor  Mel  Carnahan 
mogov@mail . state . us .mo . us 

Kentucky 

Governor 

Paul  E.  PattonGovernor ' s Office 
Frankfort,  KY  40601 
governor@mail . state . ky . us 

Tennessee 

Governor  Don  Sundquist 
dsundquist@mail . state. tn . us 

Arkansas 

Governor  Mike  Huckabee 

http: //www. state . ar . us /governor /governor . html 
Louisiana 

Governor  M.  3.  "Mike"  Foster,  3r. 

Office  of  the  Governor 

P.O.  Box  94004 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70804-9004 

Mississippi 

Governor  Kirk  Fordice 

governor@govoff . state. ms . us 

To  Contact  U.S.  Senators  & Representatives  for  the  Great  Lakes/Mississippi 
River  (Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  New  York,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Arkansas, 
Louisiana,  and  Mississippi) : 

Call  your  U.S.  Senators  and  Representative  Toll-Free  at  888-723-5246. 

Once  you  get  the  switchboard  ask  for  your  Congressperson  or  Senator  and 
they  will  connect  you  to  their  office. 

To  contact  U.S.  Senators  visit 

http: //www. yahoo . com/Government/Legislative_Branch/Senate/Senators/By_State 
and  follow  the  links  to  each  state 

To  Contact  U.S.  Representatives  visit 
http : //www . house . gov/writerep/ 
and  follow  the  links  to  each  state 

If  you  live  in  Wisconsin  cc  a copy  of  the  letter  to  your  WI  State 
Representative . 

You  can  call  the  Legislative  hotline  Toll-free,  1-800-362-9742,  to  learn 
the  name,  district,  and  address  of  your  state  representative . 

To  send  postal  mail: 

For  Legislators  whose  last  name  begins  with  A-L 

Representative 
State  Capitol 


P.O.  Box  8952 

Madison j WI  53708-8952 

For  Legislators  whose  last  name  begins  with  M-Z 

Representative 

State  Capitol 

P.O.  Box  8953 

Madison j WI  53708-8953 

WI  Representative  Toll  Free  Numbers  & Email  Addresses  may  be  found  at 
http: //www. earthwins . com/wiass . html 

Re  cc ' s 

Please 

cc  your  letter  to  these  federal  and  WI  state  officials 

president@whitehouse.goVj 

vicepresident@whitehouse .goVj 

senator@feingold .senate . gov j 

senator_kohl@kohl . senate . goVj 

mneumann@hr . hou se.gov j 

badger02@hr . house.goVj 

jerry4wi@mail .house . goVj 

sen sen09@hr .house.goVj 

ron . kind@mail .house . goVj 

telltom@hr. house.goVj 

jay . johnson@mail . house.goVj 

BROWNER. CAROL@EPAMAIL.EPA.GOVj 

adamkus . valdas@epamail.epa . goVj 

cozza .Daniel@epamail.epa .goVj 

3ohn.M.Wonsik.COL@MVP01. usace. army.milj 

David . L. Ba lima n@MVP01. usace . army.milj 

William. 3 . Breyfogle . LTC@MVP01. usace . army.milj 

Mark.S.Meyers@MVP01.usace.army.milj 

3 on. K. Ah lness@MVP01. us ace. army.milj 

Sen . Breske@legis . state .wi . us j 

Rep . Seratti@legis . state . wi . us j 

meyerg@dnr . state .wi . us j 

drucks@dnr . state .wi . us j 

tansw@dnr. state. wi. us j 

carlsc@dnr . state .wi . us j 

lynch l@dnr. state .wi . us j 

mackd@dnr. state. wi. us j 

johnsdm@dnr . state. wi . us j 

kavane@dnr . state .wi . us j 

markak@dnr . state .wi . us j 

fitzgc@dnr . state .wi . us 

and  national  media: 
stbailey@nytimes . com 
dateline@nbc . com 
and  EarthWINS@earthwins . com 
Thank  You! 


Mining  Impact  Coalition  of  WI  Inc.j  a 501(c)(3)  charitable  organization j is 
working  with  EarthWINS  on  the  Global  Campaign  to  Protect  Our  World's  Water. 
If  you  would  like  to  make  a contribution  you  can  send  a check  made  out  to 
Mining  Impact  Coalition  of  WI  Inc.  to: 

Treasurer 

Mining  Impact  Coalition  of  Wisconsin  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  573 
ShawanOj  WI  54166 

For  more  information  about  Exxon's  proposed  Wolf  River  mine  visit 


http: //www. earthwins . com 

"People  have  the  power  to  redeem  the  work  of  fools." 

Patti  Smith 

For  Mother  Earth.  . . 

For  Humanity.  . . 

Alice  I.  McCombs 

P.0.  Box  573 

Shawano,  WI  54166 

Ph:  715-524-5998 

FAX  (Phone  first):  715-524-9958 

earthwins@earthwins . com 

www . earthwins . com 

When  EarthWINS,  Everybody  Wins! 

- — "RE:  Smear  Campaign  Continues"  

Date:  Sat,  4 Oct  1997  09:58:56  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Gustafsen/Attica : Smear  campaign  continues 

: - : - : - :S . I . S. I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
Oct.  2,  1997  Backgrounder 

---<<  THE  ATTICA  REBELLION  >>--- 

Recently,  as  part  of  a New  York  City  mayoralty  race,  the  Democratic 
hopeful  was  attacked  on  the  grounds  that  she  supposedly  hosted  a 
social  gathering  20  years  ago  for  Dacajewiah  aka  Dohn  Hill,  an  Attica 
resister.  This  story  has  been  picked  up  by  the  Canadian  media.  (See  the 
Sept.  24,  1997  Vancouver  Sun  article,  "BC  Man  in  NY  Mayoral  Fight",  by 
Stewart  Bell.) 

This  latest  media  attention  seems  intended  to  further  discredit  and  smear 
both  the  Attica  rebellion  and  the  summer  1995  stand  by  Ts'peten  Defenders 
at  Gustafsen  Lake,  in  particular  Dacajewiah' s involvement  in  both  events. 
Yet  Attica,  like  Gustafsen  Lake,  was  an  historic  rising  of  people  against 
oppression  and  state  terror. 

For  those  who  may  not  know  of  the  Attica  rebellion  we  offer  the  following 
piece,  with  thanks  to  Bulldozer  and  Prison  News  Service,  and  honour  and 
appreciation  to  Dacajewiah,  the  Attica  resisters,  the  Ts'peten  Defenders 
and  to  Freedom  Fighters  and  Resisters  in  whatever  prisons  they  currently 
struggle  against. 

Forwarded  Message- 
THE  ATTICA  PRISON  REBELLION 

The  Attica  prison  rebellion  in  September  1971  was  one  of  the  seminal 
political  events  of  the  early  1970s.  The  shooting  down  of  defenseless 
prisoners,  and  their  guard-hostages,  shocked  anyone  with  a political 
consciousness  or  humanitarian  sensibility.  The  uprising  took  place 
shortly  after  the  killing  of  George  Dackson  in  California,  and  in  the 
context  of  riots,  strikes  and  massive  resistance  from  prisoners  around 
the  country.  The  incredible  sacrifice  of  the  Attica  prisoners  helped  to 
initiate  a wave  of  reforms  resulted  in  better  prison  conditions  and 
changed  attitudes  to  prisons  across  the  country.  It  is  these  reforms, 
won  with  much  suffering,  that  are  being  reversed  in  today's  reactionary 
climate. 

Prisoners  seized  control  of  Attica  on  September  9,  1971  in  response  to 
the  horrific  conditions  which  they  had  to  endure.  There  was  massive 
overcrowding.  Racism  and  guard  brutality  were  rampant.  Rehabilitation 
programs  were  virtually  non-existent.  Food  was  of  poor  quality  and  the 
heavy  reliance  on  pork  made  it  offensive,  and  inedible  to  the  Muslims. 
Prison  work  paid  poorly,  and  many  prisoners  were  unemployed.  Medical  care 
was  virtually  unavailable. 

In  what  would  become  the  greatest  prison  rebellion  in  the  history  of  the 
U.S.  the  prisoners  held  the  yard  until  September  13.  During  these  four 
days  the  prisoners  constructed  a model  society,  protected  their  hostages, 
and  tried  to  negotiate  with  prison  officials  in  front  of  the  eyes  of  the 
watching  world.  During  these  four  days  many  observers  were  allowed  into 


the  prison,  as  was  a film  crew  which  took  the  footage  of  the  unfolding 
rebellion  which  would  later  become  the  movie  "Attica." 

The  prisoners  proclaimed:  "WE  are  MEN!  We  are  not  beasts  and  do  not 
intend  to  be  beaten  or  driven  as  such.  The  entire  prison  populace  has  set 
forth  to  change  forever  the  ruthless  brutalization  and  disregard  for  the 
lives  of  the  prisoners  here  and  throughout  the  United  States.  What  has 
happened  here  is  but  the  sound  before  the  fury  of  those  who  are 
oppressed . " 

On  September  13th,  Governor  Nelson  Rockefeller  ordered  a force  of  150 
heavily  armed  New  York  state  troopers,  prison  guards  and  police  to  launch 
an  armed  attack  against  the  prisoners,  who  still  held  39  guards  hostage. 

29  prisoners  and  ten  guards  died.  In  addition,  85  prisoners  and  3 hostages 
were  injured. 

After  the  shooting  stopped,  the  brutality  directed  against  the  prisoners 
was  intense  and  systematic.  It  was  overseen  by  some  of  the  top  prison 
officials,  including  Russell  Oswald,  the  Commissioner  of  Prisons  for  the 
state.  Prisoners  were  forced  to  strip  naked  and  crawl  through  mud  and 
broken  glass.  Selected  prisoners  were  forced  to  run  a gauntlet  of 
club-wielding  guards.  Wounded  prisoners  were  beaten  as  they  lay  on 
stretchers  scattered  around  the  prison.  Dacajewiah  was  smashed  in  the 
head  with  a rifle  butt  and  thrown  off  a 40-foot  catwalk,  miraculously 
surviving.  Ambulances  were  waiting  to  take  away  the  guard-hostages,  but 
none  were  available  for  the  wounded  prisoners  for  7 hours.  In  fact,  no 
preparations  at  all  had  been  made  for  medical  care  for  (expected) 
prisoner-casualties : no  blood,  no  plasma,  no  medical  supplies. 

Dacajewiah  was  singled  out  and  charged  for  the  death  of  the  one  guard  who 
had  died  at  the  beginning  of  the  uprising.  He  was  convicted  of  murder  in 
April  of  1975  and  sentenced  to  20  years  to  life.  A little  later,  a 
national  scandal  broke  out  when  it  was  reported  by  Malcolm  Bell,  a New 
York  Times  reporter,  that  governor  Rockefeller  ordered  his  head  of 
criminal  investigations  to  suppress  all  evidence  of  the  events  at  Attica 
which  were  to  be  presented  before  the  second  grand  jury  slated  to 
investigate  the  extra-judicial  tortures  and  murders  that  occurred 
after  the  initial  massacre. 

Shortly  after  this,  a commission  ordered  the  book  on  Attica  closed, 
enacted  the  dismissal  of  all  pending  charges  against  any  prisoners  charged 
in  connection  to  the  rebellion,  a blanket  amnesty  against  all  the  state 
troopers  responsible  for  carrying  out  the  massacre,  and  the  granting  of 
executive  clemency  for  Dacajewiah.  But  the  state  continued  Dacajewiah' s 
incarceration  in  spite  of  the  commutation  of  his  sentence.  This  led  to  a 
major  campaign  to  free  him.  The  campaign  was  supported  by  liberals, 
progressives  and  radicals  across  the  U.S.  It  became  one  of  the  major 
political  drives  of  the  late  1970s.  Dacajewiah  spent  three  more  years  in 
prison  before  his  1979  release,  when  he  made  it  on  Andrew  Young's  list  of 
U.S.  political  prisoners  under  the  Carter  Administration. 

- Compiled  from  Prison  News  Service  archives 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL  : <sisis@envirolink.org> 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Oct  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 


UUCP  email 


More  Native  Americans  who  are  incarcerated  in  prisons  around  the 
country  and  who  want  correspondents  from  among  Native  People. 

I don't  make  distinctions  between  those  who  may  be  imprisoned 
for  real  crimes  and  those  who  may  have  been  guilty  of  nothing  more  than 
being  Indian.  For  this  reason,  I do  encourage  correspondents  to 


From  gans@netcom.com  Thu  Oct  16  13:30:02  1997 
Date:  Tue,  14  Oct  1997  20:37:20  -0700  (PDT) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.042 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Nat-Rel,  Big  Mountain  & Minn-Ind 
lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  KOLA;  UUCP  email; 
NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE;  Newsgroup:  alt. native 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises . uthscsa.edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 


"You  took  our  drum,  the  heartbeat  of  the  people  and  called  it  a war  drum. 

You  took  our  knowledge  bonnets  worn  by  our  leaders  and  called  them  war 

bonnets.  You  took  our  sacred  horsed  and  belittled  them  by  calling  them 

war  ponies.  You  ridiculed  our  death  masks  and  called  it  war  paint.  And 
you  refused  to  understand  the  power  of  the  sacred  pipe  but  you  still 
called  it  the  peace  pipe." 

Harry  Charger,  Fool  Soldiers  of  the  Lakota,  Dakota,  Nakota  Nations 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 


i States  Constitution,  | Nations. 

| so  that  my  forefathers  | 

| shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  welfare  of  our  elders  during  the  harsh  winter  months  is  an  issue  very 
near  to  my  heart.  Many  will  not  survive  this  coming  winter  without  help. 
Those  of  you  who  tire  of  this  plea,  and  believe  it  is  exaggeration  have 
either  not  been  on  the  Rez's  mentioned  here  or  are  blind  to  the  pain  of 
others . 

I thank  those  who  have  written,  asking  for  addresses  to  send  food,  funds 
to  buy  fuel,  blankets  and  other  help  for  the  winter. 

New  contacts  have  been  sent.  Thank  to  all  who  have  answered  this  call 
so  that  we  might  all  honor  the  circle  and  help  those  elders  who  kept  alive 
the  traditions  and  ceremonies  we  keep. 

I have  the  following  addresses  of  Oglala  who  I _know_  will  distribute  your 
gifts  fairly  to  all  who  have  a need. 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

David  Swallow  or  Gerald  Ice 
% Gerald  ice 
P.0.  Box  199 
Wounded  Knee,  SD  57794 

Or.  . . 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

Here  are  the  new  contacts  and  who  sent  them,  along  with  a few  comments. 


From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu.edu> 

Subj : Another  contact 

Here  is  another  contact  name  and  address: 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

Lora  Dika-Ni  Czarnowsky 

Subscription  Coordinator 

Electronic  Projects 

lohns  Hopkins  University  Press 

http://muse.jhu.edu/ 


From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes . Net> 
Subj : need  donations 


Darlene  Cross 

PO  Box  52  Kyle  SD  577075 

Mike  Sims 


Date:  Thu,  9 Oct  1997  21:05:03  +0000 
Subj : toy  drive 
From:  yona@infi.net 

si-yo ' . . 

I have  been  asked  to  let  everyone  know  that  there  is  a toy  drive  going  on  for 
the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte.  Ioann  Steele  of  Cheyenne  River 
has  been  doing  toy  drives  for  several  years  and  recently  moved  to  Eagle  Rock 
Virginia  . She  decided  to  continue  with  the  toy  drive  with  the  assistance  of 
Marianne  Chavis  (North  Carolina  Cherokee) . .Marianne  is  organizing  the  drive 
since  Doann  is  new  to  the  area... 

What  we  are  asking  for  are  new  toys  (they  do  not  have  to  be  expensive)  for 
kids  from  infant  to  teenagers... 

The  toys  will  be  delivered  personally  by  Ioann  Steele  and  Marianne  Chavis, 
they  are  leaving  on  Dec  22  to  take  the  toys  out  to  Cheyenne  River.... 

If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information,  you  may  contact  me  by 
email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992. .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 
yona@infi . net 

Remember,  we  are  responsible  for  the  next  seven  generations . honor  your 
childrens,  childrens,  children,  honor  the  earth,  and  those  not  yet  born. 

"Sometimes  I go  about  in  pity  for  myself,  and  all  the  while  a great  wind  is 
bearing  me  across  the  sky."  Ojibwe 


From:  DORSEY . THOM AS_ 3 +@A L B AN Y . VA . GOV 
Date:  10  Oct  97  08:56  EDT 

Hi  Gary, 

I have  an  address  to  be  added  to  your  list  of  needy  Nation  contacts. 

After  reading  the  plea  for  help  in  the  last  issue,  I made  a few  calls  and 
talked  to  the  Nation  Chair  at  Southern  Brule.  He  recommended  going 
through;  Norma  Grassrope 

Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 
Tom  Dorsey 


Date:  10  Oct  97  08:56  EDT 

From:  DORSEY . THOM AS_ 3 +@A L B AN Y . VA . GOV 

Hi  Gary, 

I have  an  address  to  be  added  to  your  list  of  needy  Nation  contacts. 

After  reading  the  plea  for  help  in  the  last  issue,  I made  a few  calls  and 
talked  to  the  Nation  Chair  at  Southern  Brule.  He  recommended  going 
through;  Norma  Grassrope 

Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 


From:  Pioquark@aol.com 


Gary, 


The  following  is  a short  list  of  needs  for  the  reservations  that  I serve. 
They  are  fairly  generic  in  that  needs  are  similar.  Donations  can  be 
designated  for  particular  groups.  I also  serve  Urban  off  Reservation  Native 
Americans  in  the  Cheyenne  Area. 

Pioneer  Industries  is  a Non-profit  501(c)(3)  with  one  person.  Me.... My 
youngest  17  year  old  daughter  helps  occasionally.  I am  seeking  operational, 
equipment,  building  and  land  acquisition  grants.  I am  more  than  happy  to 
submit  requests  to  any  organization  interested.  Due  to  shipping  costs,  I can 
not  afford  to  pay  for  shipped  goods.  I pay  for  everything  out  of  my  Navy 
retirement,  (not  much  as  an  enlisted  retiree) 

WIND  RIVER  (Wyoming)  PINE  RIDGE  & ROSEBUD  (S.  Dakota) 

Soup  bowls  Soup  Spoons  Blankets  Warm  Coats  Snow  Boots  Beds 
Dishes  Kitchenwares  Housewares(pictures,  decorations  etc)  Craft 
supplies  Storm  Doors  Refrigerators  Furniture  Food  (non-perishable) 
lust  about  anything  useful  to  you  is  useful  to  someone  on  the  reservation. 
Specifics : 

Christmas  Committee  Cheyenne  Wy.  Toys,  Blankets,  Christmas  Decorations 
Christmas  Committees  Wind  River  Wy.  Towns  of  Ethete,  Arapaho,  Ft.  Washakie, 
Kinnear 

Toys,  Blankets,  Food  for  Feast,  Cooking  Pots,  Gifts  for  Elders. 

Christmas  for  Senior  Centers  at  all  three  Reservations. 

Board  Games,  Craft  Supplies,  Leather  Craft 
Supplies,  VCRs  Tapes  for  VCRs,  basic  computers  to  write  stories  and  personal 
histories  (also  lost  story  teller  stories)  Yarn,  lap  robes,  any  gift  to 
share. 

Youth  Organizations:  Boys  & Girls  Clubs,  Intra-religious  groups 
Intergenerational  Talking  Circles,  Clubs,  Youth  Oriented  activities: 

Board  Games,  Sports  Equipment  (all  types)  VCRs  &Tapes,  (no  drugs/alcohol) 
Snack  Foods(Granola  Bars  Roll  ups  etc)  , Computers  for  learning/Flomework 

etc .... 

School  Supplies(pencils,  notebooks,  rulers.  Crayons  24-count,  glu-sticks. 
Pens,  folders,  erasers,  cheap  calculators)  Craft  supplies.  Leather  work  kits. 
Craft  Kits,  Warm  Coats,  Socks,  Boots,  Gloves,  Camping  equipment.  Microwaves, 
Toaster  Ovens,  Refrigerators,  Small  Chest  Freezers.  Books,  Coloring  Books, 
Educational  materials  and  Disks.  Anything  you  feel  would  be  youth  orientated. 

Home  Repair:  All  Reservations 

Roof  Patching  Materials,  Paint,  Plywood,  Prefabricated  Windows,  Storm 
Doors,  Paint  Brushes,  Paint  Scrapers,  Wood  Filler,  Caulking  materials.  Any 
Home  repair  materials. 

Automobiles,  Four  Wheel  Drive  Vehicles,  Busses  up  to  60  passenger,  and 
Pick-up  Trucks.  These  are  needed  by  schools.  Senior  Centers,  Clubs, 
Programs,  and  agencies  that  are  under  funded.  Title  must  be  clear  and  vehicle 
must  be  in  good  running  order.  They  can't  afford  to  repair  them,  and  no  place 
to  do  the  repairs  if  they  could  afford  it. 

Buildings:  When  several  tons  of  donations  are  taken  to  a community,  the  goods 
are  usually  laid  out  and  people  come  and  go  through  it.  Many  do  not  get  the 
word  and  many  have  no  way  to  get  to  the  sites  where  the  goods  are.  An  ongoing 
organized  display  of  goods  would  be  preferable  to  a hap-hazard  display.  Thus 
a building  is  needed.  Volunteers  will  sort  and  arrange.  When  donations  come 
by  the  ton,  there  is  no  site  to  store  the  goods.  Also  needs  are  seasonal. 

All  Three  Reservations  need  about  18  buildings.  The  metal  type  which  measure 
about  40'  X30'  would  serve  communities  of  3000  population.  If  interested  in 
this  project,  make  contact. 

For  Pioneer  Industries:  Trucks  with  18'  box  or  smaller  GAS  MONEY!!! 

Foundation  Grants  etc. 

Contact : 

Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 


As  you  can  see  I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.. 


Date:  Thu,  9 Oct  1997  16:30:58  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Saw  the  list  of  addresses  in  Wotanging.  Could  you  add  one  for  Ti  Ospaye.  I 
am  including  a background  article  on  them  if  you  think  it  would  be 
appropriate.  Ti  Ospaye  represents  an  opportunity  for  supporters  to  develop 
personal  relations  with  the  community  around  Wanblee.  Local  families  have 
come  to  depend  on  Ti  Ospayes  clothing  storehouse,  the  Trading  Post,  and 
even  for  emergency  shelter,  transportation  and  financial  support.  A piece 
in  Wotanging  could  really  help  their  cause. 

Mi  Takueye  Oyasin 
Sun 

Ti  Ospaye  - The  Extended  Family 

For  those  who  walk  the  Red  Road,  and  those  who  honor  he  wisdom  of 
indigenous  peoples  there  is  no  concept  more  central  than  a sense  of 
'connectedness'  . We  are  connected  to  our  families,  our  communities,  our 
people  and  to  Grandmother  herself.  Whenever  we  meet  one  another  we  ask, 

"Who  are  your  people?"  In  learning  how  we  are  'connected',  we  can  establish 
a common  ground  on  the  most  basic  of  levels.  'This  connectedness'  is 
embodied  in  the  Lakota  idea  of  ti  ospaye,  or  extended  family.  It  also  the 
purpose  and  mission  of  Ti  Ospaye,  a non-profit  educational  and  community 
support  organization  based  on  a 10  acre  farm  in  Wanblee  South  Dakota  in  the 
heart  of  the  Lakota  Pine  Ridge  Reservation. 

For  seven  years  Rev.  Laura  Star  Wolfe  has  lived,  worked  and  shared  with 
families  on  Pine  Ridge  and  a steady  stream  of  visitors  to  Pine  Ridge  who 
come  to  learn  more  about  traditional  Native  American  life  than  can  be  found 
in  books,  museums  and  tourist  shops.  Originally  founded  as  a 
non-denominational  spiritual  retreat  devoted  to  the  nurturing  of  traditional 
ways  among  native  people,  Ti  Ospaye  quickly  became  an  interface  between 
Lakota  families  and  and  non-Res  people  who  come  to  learn  in  a respectful 
way  and  seeking  a sense  of  connectedness  in  their  own  lives.  As  feelings 
of  respect  and  friendship  grew  between  these  families  so  did  the  efforts  of 
Ti  Ospaye  supporters  to  participate  in  the  circle  of  giving  that  exists  in 
many  Native  American  cultures.  Those  who  could  began  sending  regular 
contributions  to  fund  Ti  Ospayes  community  support  efforts.  These  include: 

*A  Trading  Post  where  local  artisans  could  sell  their  work  and  profit 
directly. 

*An  organic  garden  and  seed  saving  project  began  to  supplement  the  larder 
for  Ti  Ospayes  growing  network  of  families  and  visitors. 

*Ti  Ospayes'  farm  equipment  including  a tractor,  truck  and  woodsplitter 
acquired  with  grant  funding  are  in  constant  use  on  surrounding  farms  and 
community  efforts  like  Project  Grow  and  the  Elders  Firewood  project. 

*The  Storehouse  where  donations  of  clothes,  childrens  and  personal  items 
are  available  to  anyone  who  needs  them. 

Ti  Ospaye  takes  an  active  part  in  reservation  life  by  providing  a stay- 
over  experience  for  Lakota  kids  to  learn  gardening  skills,  surf  the  net  on 
Ti  Ospayes'  computer,  and  ride  Tashi  the  horse.  Star  Wolfes'  works 
tirelessly  on  behalf  of  Lakota  people  helping  to  organize  last  years 
Badlands  Music  Festival,  co-ordinating  legal  support  family  members  in 
trouble  with  the  law,  and  providing  transportation  when  elders  need  to  get 
to  town.  On  an  isolated  part  of  Pine  Ridge,  Ti  Ospaye  has  become  an 
important  emergency  stop  when  people  have  to  phone  for  ambulance  service 
or  require  simple  first  aid. 

During  the  summer  camping  is  available  in  the  shade  of  cottonwoods  with 
water  and  privy  nearby.  Many  visitors  come  to  stay  while  attending  Pow 
Wows  and  other  festivals.  Volunteers  are  always  needed  to  stay  for  a few 
weeks  or  months  and  help  out  with  the  never-ending  list  of  chores.  In  this 
way  Ti  Ospaye  has  become  an  important  introduction  to  Reservation  life  for 
many  native  and  non-native  people  and  as  such,  a touchstone  for  a growing 
sense  of  'connectedness'  among  us. 


In  conclusion  I have  to  tell  you  that  the  future  of  Ti  Ospaye  is  far  from 
certain.  Ti  Ospayes  efforts  have  expanded  beyond  its  small  base  of 
contributors  ability  to  keep  up.  There  is  an  immediate  need  for  grant 
funds  and  monthly  or  quarterly  cash  donations.  Plans  are  to  redouble  the 
efforts  to  provide  legal  support  for  the  unjustly  incarcerated.  The  septic 
field  and  road  access  must  be  entirely  reworked  to  continue  to  provide 
child  care  and  keep  the  craft  store  in  operation.  Working  volunteers  who 
can  pay  their  own  way  as  well  as  provide  some  support  are  needed  to  tend 
the  store  and  the  farm  and  help  with  the  kids.  Without  the  love  and 
support  of  many  more  committed  people,  this  rare  window  of  opportunity  for 
cooperation  between  Res  and  off-Res  families  will  close.  The  Native 
American  Community  Support  Network  located  in  Raleigh  NC  is  serving  as  an 
East  Coast  clearinghouse  for  information  about  and  clothes  donations  to  Ti 
Ospaye.  Donations  of  childrens  clothes,  computers,  new  shoes,  new  toys  and 
housewares  are  especially  needed.  We  would  be  happy  to  talk  or  correspond 
with  anyone  interested  in  Ti  Ospaye' s mission.  Please  feel  free  to  call 
Sun  Butler  at  (919)  737-8478(lv  msg.),  (919)  755-1438,  or  email  to 
abutler@ncsu.edu  or  snailmail  to  P.O.Box  5134  Raleigh  NC  27650 
Mitakueye  Oyasin,  Sun  Butler. 

Donations  may  be  sent  to 
Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 


AND  a truckload  of  goodies  looking  for  a home  in  the  Northwest.  A Tribal 
representative  or  someone  who  is  truly  helping  the  Northwest  Peoples 
please  contact  D.  Adkins  directly: 

From:  bjl62@scn.org  (SCN  User) 

Subj : Donations, Northwest, (Seattle) 

nightowl:  Have  about  1 1/2  picup  load  of  good,usable  stuff  that 
was  left  at  my  place  by  a couple  of  howlies;  since  they  don't 
want  it  (they  gave  it  to  me)  I would  like  to  donate  to  a 
local  N.W.  tribe  (Lummi's  have  moved  back  into  longhouse) . . . 

There  is  a heavy  drafting-table  12-ft  some  mirrors,  a heavy 
iron  firebox  and  other  lighter  stuff... A steel  tripod  easle... 
and  probably  a lot  of  mox-nix  crap... Could  you  connect  me  to 
Indian  transfer?  My  Local  address  is  D.  Adkins,  1801  4th  Ave. 

West;  Seattle,  WA  98119-3020...  e-mail  bjl62@scn.org... 

Thanx. . . 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow, 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 

Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte.net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

10.17.1973  Pedro  Bissonette  - Oglala  Sioux  Civil  Rights  Organization 
(OSCRO)  organizer  and  AIM  supporter  assassinated  by  BIA 
Police/Goons.  Body  removed  from  Pine  Ridge  jurisdiction 
prior  to  autopsy  by  government  contract  coroner. 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom . com 
gars@nanews .org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured 

- Hotevilla  Elder 

- 505  Years  later 

- Navajo-Hopi  Update 


in  this  issue  

- Oglala  Law  Enforcement 

- Freedom  to  Use  Herbs  at  Risk 

- Aboriginal  and  Northern 


- Northern  Coastal  Tribal  Wilderness 

- Revoke  the  Papal  Bulls 

- Bear  Lincoln 

- Gustafsen:  Editorial  on  Media 
Apologies 

- Sechelt  Ready  to  Blockade 

- $$$$$$  Contributed  by  Indians 

- Residential  Schools  Issue 

- Honor  Fort  Laramie  Treaty 

- Oglala  Sioux  Law  Enforcement 

"RE : Hotevilla  Elder"  


Television 

- Indian  Ballerinas  To  Be  Honored 

- Demography 

- Commemorating  Columbus 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Winged  Stone 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 


Date:  Thu,  09  Oct  1997  01:29:11  PDT 

From:  "Twin  Cougars"  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

To:  rdorma@tincan.tincan.org 
Subj : BIGMTLIST-msg. from  Bonnie  Whitesinger 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

[my  email  server  is  having  problems  again;  I can  receive  but  can't  send, 
so  I am  sending  through  Hotmail.  I hope  everyone  gets  this  OK.  It's 
nice  to  have  a backup  system.  You  wont  see  my  usual  signature  at  the 
end,  as  it  is  not  implemented  on  my  hotmail  account.  This  %#$*!#$ 
server  won't  let  me  send  to  more  than  50  recipients  at  a time,  so  I have 
to  break  the  list  into  chunks] 

I spoke  to  Bonnie  Whitesinger  (one  of  the  resistors)  by  phone  yesterday. 
She  told  me  there  will  be  another  9th  Circuit  Court  hearing  later  this 
month,  apparently  regarding  the  results  of  the  accommodation  agreement 
fairness  hearings,  but  it  will  be  in  San  Francisco.  This  will  make  it 
impossible  for  most  of  those  directly  involved  to  attend. 

Also,  although  many  HPL  residents  were  given  5-day  livestock  impoundment 
notices,  these  have  been  extended  to  one  year. 

There  is  strong  'el  nino'  weather  activity  in  her  area,  cold  and  windy 
and  flash  flooding  around  3-4am.  She  will  be  moving  to  Tuba  City  to  a 
trailer  for  the  winter,  because  the  people  who  give  her  rides  to  the 
hospital  for  her  dialysis  will  not  be  able  to  get  through  the  snow  drifts. 

She  desperately  needs  money  to  pay  for  gas  for  someone  to  take  her  to  an 
area  where  she  can  gather  some  healing  herbs.  She  asked  if  I could  send 
$50,  but  I am  having  my  own  financial  problems  right  now  and  could  not 
help  her  out.  Perhaps  one  of  you  might  be  able  to.  Her  address  is: 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Also,  I am  sure  she  would  appreciate  any  letters  of  encouragement.  If 
you  write,  please  let  her  know  that  word  is  getting  out  over  the  internet 
about  the  plight  of  the  resistors.  I told  her,  but  it  would  be  encouraging 
if  she  heard  it  from  others,  too. 

Thanks . 


BTW,  the  zipped  postings  to  BIGMTLIST  for  Sept,  are  now  archived  on  my  web 
site.  I may  be  switching  to  an  automated  list-server  soon.  I'll  keep  you 
informed . 
redorman@plix. com 


Get  Your  Private,  Free  Email  at  http://www.hotmail.com 

"RE;  505  Years  later"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Oct  97  13:03:06  PDT 

From:  KOLA  International  Campaign  Office  <kolahq@skynet . be> 
Subj:  505  years  later:  Mount  Graham 

UUCP  email 

Please  publish  as  an  opinion  and/or  open  letter.  Thank  you. 


October  12,  1997 

To  the  partners  of  the  Mt.  Graham  telescope  Project 

U.S.  Congress, 

President  Bill  Clinton 

To  the  U.S.  Congress:  in  support  of  President  Clinton's  letter  of  Duly 
16th,  1996,  we  urge  you  to  repeal  a rider  passed  earlier  in  Congress 
that  has  ill-served  the  American  citizens  and  the  environment.  The 
"Mount  Graham  rider"  or  "Kolbe  rider"  passed  in  the  1996  Omnibus 
Appropriations  Act  should  be  repealed. 

To  all:  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  (a.k.a.  Mount  Graham)  in  the  Arizona 
Pinaleno  mountain  range  is  the  sole  remaining  habitat  for  the  Mt. 

Graham  red  squirrel,  a highly  endangered  species;  and  it  is 
furthermore  a site  of  extreme  importance  to  American  Indian  people, 
more  in  particular  to  the  San  Carlos  Apache. 

The  rider's  exemption  of  the  application  of  the  Endangered  Species 
Act  and  other  environmental  laws,  as  well  as  the  Native  American 
Freedom  of  Religion  Act,  has  never  been  justified  and  is  totally 
unacceptable . 

This  rider  is  a grave  insult  to  the  San  Carlos  Apache  people  and 
their  traditions  and  beliefs.  It  is  a hard  blow  in  the  face  of  all  those 
who  fight  for  justice  for  all,  and  for  the  preservation  of  our  one  and 
only  beautiful  Earth  Mother.  It  is  not  only  an  American  scandal,  it 
has  also  become  an  international  outrage! 

The  fact  that  astronomers  have  to  destroy  earth  in  order  to 
understand  what  goes  on  in  outer  space  is  a sad  statement.  To 
not  show  respect  for  life  on  earth  and  to  the  sovereign  nations  -- 
read:  original  inhabitants  --  that  live  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
U.S.  is  also  telling  the  rest  of  the  world  a message  about  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Must  the  astronomers  have  such  a hunger  for  knowledge  outside 
the  earth  and  fail  to  recognize  the  needs  of  the  earth  and  its 
people? 

The  astronomers  have  acknowledged  that  another  site  can  be 
secured  that  does  not  violate  the  dignity  of  a people  and/or  the 
habitat  of  endangered  species.  Another  site  that  is  far  more 
appropriate  and  adequate  for  telescope  viewing. 

If  the  astronomers  are  so  curious  about  creation,  they  should  take 
the  telescopes  on  Mount  Graham,  turn  them  down  towards  Mother 
Earth  and  see  what's  right  under  their  noses! 

The  realization  that  man  is  the  only  creature  which  deliberately 
destroys  its  own  environment  will  come  far  too  late  when  all  is  dead, 
including  mankind. 

To  the  American  partners  and  politicians:  the  world  has  become 
cognizant  of  your  wrong  thinking  and  acting,  and  you  have  made 
your  country  weaker  on  the  world  stage.  Your  credibility  as  a nation 
to  lead  the  world  is  fast  disappearing  because  of  your  emphasis  on 
technology,  science  and  profit  at  the  expense  of  nature,  human 
rights,  natural  laws  and  natural  justice. 

As  for  the  Vatican  and  Arcetri's  involvement  in  this  project,  we  feel 
nothing  but  shame! 

Today,  exactly  505  years  after  the  Italian  opportunist  Christopher 
Columbus,  started  the  colonization  of  the  American  continent  and 
the  genocide  of  the  original  inhabitants,  condoned  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  again  a group  of  Italian  opportunists  are  trying 
to  conquer  and  trample  upon  the  Native  people  of  America. 

Today,  exactly  505  years  after  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  sent 
out  its  missionaries  with  the  Bible  that  covered  the  bloody  swords, 
the  Vatican  deems  it  necessary  to  convert  extraterrestrials  by 
trampling  upon  the  rights,  cultures  and  beliefs  of  the  Native  people 
of  Arizona. 

That  the  highly  esteemed  Max  Planck  Institute  of  Germany  wants 
to  participate  in  such  a project,  goes  way  beyond  our  understanding. 

That  the  Germans  want  to  aid  and  abet  in  the  destruction  of  Apache 
culture  and  beliefs,  somehow  reminds  us  of  the  atrocity  that  happened 


a little  oven  50  yeans  ago  in  Genmany  (and  the  nest  of  Eunope)... 

That  the  Univensity  of  Ohio  decided  to  join  a pnoject  which  was 
abandoned  by  all  othen  Amenican  academic  cincles  says  enough 
about  OSU:  you  ane  a disgnace  to  the  univensity  wonld  and  can 
be  put  on  one  line  with  that  othen  oppontunist,  slave  tnaden,  thief 
and  mundenen...  Chnistophen  Columbus. 

That  the  Univensity  of  Anizona  obstinately  continues  this  telescope 
pnoject  by  all  means  possible,  fills  us  with  gnief  and  pain.  UofAz 
officials  condoning  and  pnomoting  this  pnoject  ane  fan  wonse  that 
Columbus;  he  didn't  know  any  betten.  You,  as  highly  educated 
academics,  should  have  leanned  fnom  the  mistakes  of  the  futune. 

The  continuation  of  this  unethical  telescope  pnoject  makes  you 
aidens  and  abettons  to  genocide  and  ecocide.  You  ane  not  ignonant 
medieval  figunes,  but  sheen  psychopaths! 

To  all  Amenican  pantnens:  stop  signing  "God  Bless  Amenica". 

To  the  Vatican:  stop  being  so  sanctimonious. 

You  can't  look  to  youn  Cneaton  fon  help  when  you  destnoy  his  Cneation 
and  offend,  humiliate,  and  discniminate  his  Childnen! 

To  all  telescope  pantnens:  stop  looking  at  the  skies  and  stans...  may 
you  find  balance,  justice  and  tnuth...  down  hene  on  Eanth! 

NO  TELESCOPES  ON  MOUNT  GRAHAM! ! ! 

Remembening  but  NOT  commemonating  Columbus, 

Elsie  Henten,  executive  dinecton  KOLA 

KOLA  (Intennational  Campaign  Office) 

Van  Boeckel  St.  20 
B-1140  Bnussels 
Belgium 

Tel&Fax  +32-2-241-8322 
Email  : kolahq@skynet.be 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER!  ! ! 

FREE  WOLVERINE! ! ! 

NO  SCOPES  ON  MT.  GRAHAM! ! ! 

"RE : Navajo-Hopi  Update"  

Date:  Fni,  10  Oct  1997  20:56:44  -0700  (MST) 

Fnom:  dh88691@goodnet.com  (THURSDAY/Don  Nonstog) 

Subj : Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update:  Octoben  10,  1997 
FORWARD,  Oniginal  message  follows  

Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update:  Oct.  10,  1997 

Counting  the  Livestock 

The  latest  cnisis  seems  to  have  passed,  at  least  fon  the  time.  On  Sept  3, 
I had  to  go  to  Tuba  City  fon  a meeting  on  the  "fneeze"  - Bitsuie,  Doe  and 
Nonstog  had  been  pnoviding  senvices  to  a community  non-pnofit  out  thene 
and  we  wene  wnapping  up  the  contnact.  The  meeting  was  supposed  to  be  held 
in  the  non-pnofit 's  tnailen,  an  old  one  vacated  by  the  Navajo-Hopi  Land 
Commission  Office.  When  I got  thene,  instead  of  Doe  Dayzie,  David 
Neztsosie,  Hanny  Goldtooth  and  the  nest  of  the  gang,  thene  was  Lee 
Phillips,  Betty  Tso,  Kathenine  Hazand  and  Gnay  Fannell,  having  lunch 
togethen.  Mn.  Fannell  has  been  a nange  managen  fon  the  Navajo  Nation  fon 
many  yeans.  I shook  evenyone's  hand  and  split.  Didn't  take  much  bnains 
to  figune  what  the  meeting  was  about. 

On  the  way  back  fnom  Tuba  City  stopped  at  Mae  Tso's  place.  She  said 
that  the  livestock  countens  had  alneady  been  by  and  showed  me  hen 
"Kees'aani  bi  tsos".  Actually  it  was  fedenal,  not  Hopi  papen,  a five- 
day  notice  fnom  the  Hopi  Agency  BIA  to  impound  livestock.  The  family 
said  that  Betty  was  going  to  get  a letten  wnitten  fon  the  Phoenix  Anea 
Officen  to  sign,  dinecting  the  Hopi  Agency  to  back  off.  I undenstand  the 
letten  was  sent  and  the  five-day  notices  wene  withdnawn. 

The  next  day,  Roman  and  I went  out  to  Teesto  to  show  a little  suppont 


for  the  Clinton  family.  Their  livestock  was  supposed  to  be  counted  that 
day.  The  rangers  were  nowhere  in  sight.  We  hung  around  and  traded  the 
news  for  a while,  then  went  looking  for  the  action.  We  must  have  gone  the 
wrong  way,  because  we  never  found  the  rangers. 

The  Clintons  said  they  had  moved  some  livestock  out,  sold  some  as  well. 
Other  families  are  doing  the  same,  so  a lot  of  HPL  livestock  is  ending  up 
in  the  already-overgrazed  Navajo  Partitioned  Lands  (NPL),  or  is  being  sent 
to  Nahat'a'  Dziil  Chapter  (the  so-called  "New  Lands")  where  it  is  liable 
to  impoundment  by  Relocation  Office  range  managers. 

Grazing  Allocation 

After  sitting  on  it  all  spring  and  summer,  the  Navajo  Nation  has  put 
together  some  proposed  allocations  of  the  2,800  sheep  units  allowed  to  the 
families  under  the  "Accommodation  Agreement."  Two  options  have  been 
proposed:  the  first  is  an  equal  distribution  of  33  SU  to  each  extended 
family  that  signed  an  "Accommodation  Agreement";  the  second  is  a base 
permit  of  20  SU  per  family,  with  additional  livestock  for  larger  families. 
Under  equal  distribution,  many  extended  families  will  be  permitted  less 
livestock  than  they  are  now  under  the  existing  P.L.  93-531  HPL  permit 
system.  Under  the  second  option,  no  one's  permit  will  be  reduced. 

Neither  of  the  two  options  provides  enough  livestock  for  the  families  to 
survive. 

Most  of  the  families  are  making  efforts  to  get  their  livestock  off  HPL 
one  way  or  another.  It  is  no  secret  that  almost  everyone  is  over  their  HPL 
permit  level.  The  HPL  permits,  which  are  completely  unrealistic,  were 
issued  after  a 95%  livestock  reduction  carried  out  in  the  1970' s.  They 
have  no  relation  to  range  condition,  available  forage  or  to  people's  needs 
for  subsistence  and  survival. 

This  has  been  the  best  grazing  year  I've  seen  in  13  years  out  here.  All 
over  the  grass  is  shaggy,  like  a kid's  head  when  he  needs  a haircut. 

Places  where  I have  never  seen  grass  growing  are  green.  Western 
Wheatgrass,  a beautiful,  blue-green  grass  that  grows  in  loamy  wet  areas, 
is  growing  back  from  its  roots  all  over.  It  is  a very  nutritious  grass 
and  one  that  the  livestock  will  eat  to  the  roots  if  they  get  a chance. 

Most  of  the  places  it  should  be  growing  are  choked  with  Russian  Thistle 
and  other  junk.  But  the  grass  is  there,  it  just  doesn't  usually  get  a 
chance  to  get  very  big.  This  year  it  did. 

One  of  the  mainstay  grasses  out  here  is  Blue  Grama.  It  is  a low-growing 
bunch  grass,  with  a seed  head  that  sticks  out  sideways  from  its  stem,  like 
a dog's  tail.  This  year  there  was  more  of  it  than  could  be  eaten  and  the 
seed  heads  were  waving  like  little  flags,  thick  as  anything. 

This  would  be  a good  year  to  put  some  real  time  and  effort  into  range 
restoration.  There  are  areas  where  reseeding  combined  with  burning  or 
high-impact  grazing  could  cut  down  the  weeds  and  improve  grazing 
permanently.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the  NPL,  where  there  have  been 
no  grazing  regulations  for  21  years  and  where  so  many  relocatees  and  their 
livestock  were  moved  by  the  U.S.  government. 

The  BIA  is  of  course  claiming  that  livestock  need  to  be  reduced, 

"because  of  the  drought."  Well,  there  was  a drought  last  year,  when  they 
did  their  last  range  condition  checks,  so  naturally  there  must  be  a great 
need  to  reduce  livestock  this  year! 

Cactus  Valley 

The  Cactus  Valley  community  asked  Roman  and  me  to  come  out  to  a meeting 
at  Clarence  Blackrock's  place.  They  wanted  to  talk  about  land  use, 
particularly  grazing,  with  the  U.S.  and  Hopi  Tribe  and  wanted  some 
technical  support.  Roma  couldn't  make  it,  so  I drove  out  by  myself,  got 
there  way  early.  People  started  coming  around  a little  before  noon,  but 
the  Hopis  and  the  U.S.  didn't  show  up.  Mr.  Blackrock  started  the  meeting 
and  we  went  over  the  community's  testimony  on  customary  use  to  the 
District  Court  in  Phoenix  this  spring,  and  the  efforts  they  had  made  to 
secure  commitments  from  the  Hopi  Tribe  on  traditional  use  of  lands.  Who 
showed  up  for  the  meeting  was  Betty  Tso  and  Roger  Attakai,  and  Katherine 
Hazard  from  the  U.S.  D03 . The  Hopi  Tribe  and  Navajo  Nation  did  not  show 
at  all.  The  community  got  to  meet  and  put  together  a list  of  things  to  do 


for  the  next  few  months,  but  did  not  get  any  response  to  their  concerns. 

Kee  Watchman  was  at  the  meeting,  back  from  Europe,  He  has  been  working 
with  support  groups  over  there,  raising  the  "land  dispute"  issues  with  the 
European  Parliament.  The  next  step  will  probably  involve  the  UN  next 
summer.  Mr.  Watchman  will  be  going  back  pretty  soon. 

Mr.  Blackrock  has  a llama.  He  told  me  they  are  very  protective  and  will 
hang  out  with  the  sheep  and  kill  coyotes  or  stray  dogs.  He  hasn't  put  his 
in  with  is  sheep  yet.  I spent  some  time  at  the  corral  watching  the  llama, 
along  with  a some  of  the  grandchildren . This  particular  llama  likes  to 
flake  out  on  its  back  with  its  feet  up  in  the  air.  I wonder  how  many  sheep 
units  one  of  those  things  counts  for? 

High  Society 

Our  old  neighbor,  Vivian  Arviso,  got  married  to  Sam  Deloria  week  before 
last.  We  went  out  to  the  Arviso  ranch,  about  18  miles  west  of  Tohatchi 
for  the  wedding.  There  must  have  been  300  people  there,  most  of  them 
having  jammed  up  the  graded  dirt  road  to  get  there.  Vivian's  son  Greg  is 
a master  chef.  He  brought  down  a buffalo  from  South  Dakota  and  cooked  it 
on  the  spot,  also  ten  or  twenty  sheep.  It  was  a Navajo  wedding  but  held 
in  a tipi,  there  were  so  many  people  they  set  the  tipi  up  flat  and  wide, 
the  sides  slanting  maybe  45  degrees. 

Vivian  was  Miss  Indian  America  in  1960,  then  she  married  Gerald  One 
Feather,  who  became  Chairman  at  Pine  Ridge.  She  lived  there  a number  of 
years,  neighbor  to  the  Dumping  Bull  family,  and  was  in  the  middle  of  all 
the  troubles  of  1973-76.  She's  writing  a book,  I hear. 

The  wedding  guests  were  a real  mix,  including  some  relatives  from  the 
Tohatchi  area  who  were  real  rez  people,  a lot  of  classy,  prosperous- 
looking  urban  Indians,  most  of  the  Deloria  clan,  and  some  white  people  who 
looked  like  Santa  Fe  and  Albuquerque  society. 

I ran  into  an  attorney  there  who  works  for  the  Navajo  Nation.  He  told 
me  he'd  been  going  to  strategy  meetings  for  three  years  where  the  Attorney 
General  and  everyone  else  who  could  possibly  be  involved  in  Navajo-Hopi 
issues  sit  around  and  decide  they  need  a strategy  on  Navajo-Hopi  issues. 
Then,  he  said  they  all  go  home  and  no  one  develops  a strategy.  After  a 
few  months  they  bring  in  all  the  contract  attorneys  and  have  another 
strategy  session.  Lots  of  strategy  sessions,  never  a strategy, 
jn 


"RE : Northern  Coastal  Tribal  Wilderness"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Oct  1997  11:00:44  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Subj : Northern  Coastal  Tribal  Wilderness 

UUCP  email 

By  CHRIS  COURSEY 

Press  Democrat  staff  writer 

A coalition  of  Northern  California  Indian  tribes  is  set  to  celebrate  the 
nation's  first  "intertribal  wilderness  park,"  3,900  acres  of  upland 
forest  along  Mendocino's  "Lost  Coast." 

Eleven  years  in  the  making,  the  Intertribal  Sinkyone  Wilderness  Park 
will  be  dedicated  with  ceremonies  beginning  Friday  and  continuing 
through  next  weekend. 

"This  heralds  a physical  and  spiritual  homecoming  for  11  tribes  whose 
ancestors  were  forced  from  their  homeland  more  than  130  years  ago," 
said  Ted  Harrison,  vice  president  of  the  Trust  for  Public  Land.  "It 
will  be  a fun,  touching  event." 

The  tribal  council  already  is  at  work  rehabilitating  the  impacts  of 
historic  logging  on  the  land.  The  park  eventually  will  be  restored  as  a 
wild  place  where  North  Coast  Indians  can  preserve  and  continue  native 
customs.  Public  access  will  be  limited  to  a few  trails  and  a small 
number  of  hunting  permits. 

Harrison's  Santa  Fe,  N.M.-  based  group  acquired  7,100  acres  of  coastal 
timber  land  from  Georgia-Pacific  Corp.  in  1986.  California  eventually 


bought  3,200  acres,  including  the  Sally  Bell  Grove  of  old-growth 
redwoods,  for  addition  to  Sinkyone  Wilderness  State  Park.  The  trust  has 
held  onto  the  remaining  acreage  with  the  intent  of  selling  it  to  a 
private  entity  "with  substantial  conservation  protections,"  Harrison 
said . 

But  during  those  11  years,  he  said,  the  vision  for  the  property's  use 
has  shifted  substantially. 

"In  1986,  we  thought  some  type  of  continued  --  though  restricted  -- 
logging  was  not  only  possible  on  this  land,  but  what  the  community 
wanted,"  Harrison  said.  "But  in  the  past  11  years,  the  economy  and  the 
consciousness  of  Mendocino  County  has  changed  a lot.  Tourism  and 
conservation  are  much  more  important  now." 

In  a rancorous  meeting  in  Fort  Bragg  in  1995,  the  state  Coastal 
Conservancy  turned  aside  pleas  to  allow  continued  logging  on  the  land 
and  approved  its  sale  to  the  Intertribal  Council.  The  council  is 
comprised  of  11  North  Coast  tribes  that  absorbed  surviving  members  of 
the  Sinkyone  band  following  massacres  and  resettlement  in  the  mid-1800s, 
Harrison  said. 

The  council  bought  the  property  in  August  for  $1.4  million,  largely  with 
the  help  of  a $1.3  million  grant  from  the  Santa  Fe-based  Lannan 
Foundation . 

"The  people  at  the  foundation  were  touched  by  the  idea  of  reconnecting 
Native  American  people  with  their  homeland,"  Harrison  said. 

Hawk  Rosales,  executive  director  of  the  Intertribal  Council,  wasn't 
available  for  comment  this  week  but  said  in  a press  release  that  the 
group  already  has  begun  restoration  of  the  land,  which  was  heavily 
logged  for  several  decades. 

"The  council  plans  to  preserve  the  land  for  local,  traditional  Indian 
use  and  to  restore  it  to  a pre-industrial  ecological  balance  that 
sustained  one  of  America's  largest  populations  of  native  peoples,"  the 
statement  said. 

The  state  park  is  largely  coastal  forest,  including  the  old-growth 
redwood  groves  that  first  sparked  conservationists'  interest  in  the 
land.  The  intertribal  park  is  rugged  upland  property,  Harrison  said. 

"It's  gorgeous;  it's  so  spectacular,"  he  said. 

Under  the  arrangement  that  created  the  park,  the  Pacific  Forest  Trust 
will  hold  a conservation  easement  over  the  land.  The  easement  prevents  a 
variety  of  activities  and  ensures  the  land  will  be  used  for  "furthering 
Native  American  culture,"  preserving  public  access  and  minimizing 
impacts  on  the  adjacent  state  park,  according  to  the  Forest  Trust. 

The  Intertribal  Wilderness  Park  will  be  a place  where  area  tribes  can 
re-establish  native  uses,  such  as  gathering  plants  for  cultural  arts  and 
foods  and  holding  spiritual  or  community  celebrations.  The  first  such 
event  is  set  for  next  weekend. 

The  gathering  starts  at  1 p.m.  Friday  with  statements  from  council 
members,  the  Lannan  Foundation,  the  Trust  for  Public  Land,  the  Coastal 
Conservancy  and  environmental  organizations.  The  rest  of  the  weekend  is 
billed  as  a "California  Indian  cultural  gathering." 

"Although  anyone  may  attend  and  camp  with  us,  respect  must  be  shown  at 
all  times  during  this  event,"  organizers  said  in  a press  release.  "If 
you  bring  cameras,  you  must  obtain  permission  for  who  or  what  you  want 
to  photograph  before  you  take  pictures." 

The  park  is  about  45  miles  north  of  Fort  Bragg;  take  Highway  1 to  Usal 
Road  and  follow  signs  to  Sinkyone  Wilderness. 

"RE : Revoke  the  Papal  Bulls"  

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Date:  Fri,  10  Oct  1997  08:40:25  -0400  ( EDT) 

Subj : Please  forward-Revoke  the  Papal  Bulls 

UUCP  email 


On  request  we  forward  this  message. 

We  do  not  support  or  in  any  other  way  recommend  participation. 


that  is  something  we  leave  for  each  induvidual  and/or  organization 
to  decide. 

Aanta . 

IYN . 


Forwarded  message: 

Subject:  Papal  Bulls  Burning!  Please  Forward 

Forward  Message  Forward  Message 

"Columbus  Day"  or  "Discoverer's  Day"?? 

DAY  of  INFAMY  and  RESOLUTION  for  Indigenous  Peoples  Worldwide 
A CALL  FOR  NON-VIOLENT  ACTION 

Aloha  mai  kakou, 

A recent  discussion  on  the  kanakamaoliallies  listserv  in  colony  Hawai'i 
has  stimulated  a global  call  for  indigenous  peoples  and  supporters  to 
symbolically  burn  duplicates  of  the  1493  Papal  Bulls.  These  Bulls  legally 
sanctioned  Columbus'  genocide  campaign  against  indigenous  peoples  of  the 
Americas.  The  colonial  Spanish  claimed  "the  bulls  gave  them  the  right 
to  use  just  war  to  convert  local  populations  who  had  refused  to  immediately 
accept  Christianity"  (note:  Bartolome'  de  Las  Casas,  "The  Devastation 
of  the  Indies,"  1552).  Those  who  refused  to  conform  were  considered 
inhuman,  incapable  of  reaching  "heaven,"  and,  therefore,  better  off  dead! 
The  use  of  "dominion,"  "conquest,"  and  "discovery"  as  a means  to  justify 
the  theft  of  indigenous  lands  was  sanctioned  in  the  name  of  Christianity. 
The  Bulls  of  1493  have  yet  to  be  revoked  and  help  allow  for  the  continual 
GENOCIDE  against  indigenous  peoples  TODAY. 

A movement  to  revoke  the  Papal  Bulls  has  already  been  undertaken  by 
indigenous  peoples.  In  1992,  a delegation  led  by  Steven  Newcomb  and  Bergil 
Killstraight  of  the  Indigenous  Law  Institute  presented  an  an  open  letter 
to  Pope  John  Paul  II  calling  upon  the  Vatican  to  formally  revoke  the 
documents  "to  demonstrate  solidarity  with  indigenous  nations  and  to 
show  willingness  to  honor  and  respect  (Native)  inherent  rights  to  liberty, 
justice,  and  peace"  (qtd.  in  Valerie  Taliman,  "Revoke  the  Inter  Cetera 
Bull,"  Turtle  Quarterly,  1994).  No  action  was  taken  by  the  Pope.  In 
1994  Newcomb,  a Shawnee/Lenape  legal  scholar  who  has  spent  over  a decade 
researching  the  origins  of  U.S.  federal  "Indian"  law,  spoke  on  a panel 
at  the  Parliament  of  World  Religions  in  Chicago  attended  by  over  7,700 
spiritual  leaders  and  participants.  A "Declaration  of  Vision"  drafted 
by  over  60  indigenous  delegates  at  the  Parliament  reads,  in  part: 

"We  call  upon  the  people  of  conscience  in  the  Roman  Catholic  hier- 
archy to  persuade  Pope  John  II  to  formally  revoke  the  Inter  Cetera 
Bull  of  1493,  which  will  restore  our  fundamental  human  rights. 

That  Papal  document  called  for  our  Nations  and  Peoples  to  be 
subjugated  so  the  Christian  Empire  and  its  doctrines  would  be 
propagated.  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruling  Johnson  v.  McIntosh 
8 Wheat  543  (in  1823)  adopted  the  same  principle  of  subjugation 
expressed  in  the  Inter  Cetera  Bull.  This  Papal  Bull  has  been, 
and  continues  to  be,  devasting  to  our  religions,  our  cultures, 
and  the  survival  of  our  populations." 

A Call  For  Action 

Indigenous  peoples  and  supporters  are  asked  to  have  Roman  Catholic 
churches  and  leaders  around  the  world  persuade  the  Vatican  hierarchy 
in  ROME  to  revoke  these  racist  and  inhumane  documents  (note:  there 
were  four  Bulls  issued  on  the  Americas  in  1493).  In  the  Lili ' uokalani- 
Gandhian-King  tradition  of  non-violent  action/resistance  indigenous 
peoples  and  supporters  are  asked  to  symbolically  burn  copies  (or  tear 
them  up  if  you  wish)  of  the  Bulls,  specifically  the  second  Bull 
"Inter  Caetera"  of  May  4 provided  below.  An  annual  demonstration 
could  be  pursued  until  the  original  Bulls  are  destroyed. 

In  Flonolulu,  the  event  will  take  place  at  the  Catholic  Diocese  Office 
of  the  Bishop  (the  Cathedral),  1184  Bishop  St.  (at  the  top  of  Fort  St. 
mall  adjacent  to  Beretania  St.),  on  Sunday,  October  12  at  1 pm. 

Instructions?  It's  easy!  Simply  print  out  this  message  and  clip  off 
the  Bull  where  it  says  "cut  here."  Then,  make  copies,  distribute  and 
burn  (or  tear)  them  at  your  local  Catholic  church. 


Contact  persons: 


Tony  Castanha  Professor  Francis  Boyle 

University  of  Hawai'i  University  of  Illinois  Law  School 

castanha@hawaii.edu  fboyle@law. uiuc . edu 

Lynette  Cruz  Joshua  Cooper 

University  of  Hawai'i  University  of  Hawai'i 

lcruz@hawaii . edu  joshua@hawaii.edu 

A brief  history  of  the  early  conquest,  a look  at  the  "Doctrine  of 
Discovery"  as  related  to  U.S.  federal  "Indian"  law  and,  finally, 
the  "Inter  Caetera  Bull  of  May  4,  1493  will  be  presented  with 
historical  introduction. 

The  Taino-Arawak  people  inhabited  the  Greater  Antilles  of  the  Caribbean 
at  the  time  of  Columbus'  encounter  there  in  1492.  On  Hispaniola  alone 
the  Taino  population  numbered  between  7-8  million  (Tyler  1988;  Keegan 
1992).  Taino  originally  migrated  out  of  the  Orinocco  region  of  Amazonia, 
settling  in  the  so-called  "West  Indies"  over  2,000  years  ago  (Wilson 
1990).  Described  as  the  "peaceable  Arawaks,"  they  welcomed  the  white  man 
carrying  a cross  and  sword,  only  to  be  nearly  exterminated  shortly 
afterwards  on  sanction  of  Rome.  The  immense  brutality  carried  out  by  the 
Spanish  against  Taino  was  nothing  less  than  INSANE.  One  must  ask,  "Who 
really  were  the  'savage  barbarians'  in  1492?"  Spanish  priest  Las  Casas 
observed  first  hand  many  of  the  atrocities  carried  out  in  the  name  of 
Christianity: 

"And  the  Christians,  with  their  horses  and  swords  and  pikes  began  to 
carry  out  massacres  and  strange  cruelties  against  them.  They  attacked 
the  towns  and  spared  neither  the  children  nor  the  aged  nor  pregnant 
women  nor  women  in  childbed,  not  only  stabbing  them  and  dismembering 
them  but  cutting  them  to  pieces  as  if  dealing  with  sheep  in  the 
slaughter  house.  They  laid  bets  as  to  who,  with  one  stroke  of  the 
sword,  could  split  a man  in  two  or  could  cut  off  his  head  or  spill 
out  his  entrails  with  a single  stroke  of  the  pike.  They  took  infants 
from  their  mothers'  breasts,  snatching  them  by  the  legs  and  pitching 
them  headfirst  against  the  crags  or  snatched  them  by  the  arms  and 
threw  them  into  the  rivers,  roaring  with  laughter  and  saying  as  the 
babies  fell  into  the  water,  'Boil  there,  you  offspring  of  the  devil!' 
...  They  made  some  low  wide  gallows  on  which  the  hanged  victim's  feet 

almost  touched  the  ground,  stringing  up  their  victims  in  lots  of 
thirteen,  in  memory  of  Our  Redeemer  and  His  twelve  Apostles,  then  set 
burning  wood  at  their  feet  and  thus  burned  them  alive.  To  others  they 
attached  straw  or  wrapped  their  whole  bodies  in  straw  and  set  them 
afire.  With  still  others,  all  those  they  wanted  to  capture  alive, 
they  cut  off  their  hands  and  hung  them  round  the  victim's  neck, 
saying,  'Go  now,  carry  the  message,'  meaning.  Take  the  news  to  the 
Indians  who  have  fled  to  the  mountains.  They  usually  dealt  with  the 
chieftains  and  nobles  in  the  following  way:  they  made  a grid  of  rods 
which  they  placed  on  forked  sticks,  then  lashed  the  victims  to  the 
grid  and  lighted  a smoldering  fire  underneath,  so  that  little  by 
little,  as  those  captives  screamed  in  despair  and  torment,  their 
souls  would  leave  them." 

Christian  mythology,  greed  for  gold,  and  racism  were  the  basis  of 
the  diaspora  throughout  the  Americas  at  the  time  of  Colon  and  well 
into  the  sixteenth  century.  Of  course,  the  genocide  against  indigenous 
peoples  today  usually  takes  on  much  subtler  forms,  but  not  always  as 
suffered  by  Maya  of  Chiapas  in  1994.  For  Kanaka  Maoli  in  Hawai'i  it  means 
continual  evictions  from  homelands  in  the  name  of  PROGRESS,  DEVELOPMENT 
and  MATERIALISM,  along  with  the  indiscriminate  desecration  of  sacred  sites 
and  burial  grounds.  For  Yanomami  of  northern  Brasil  it  means  illegal  gold 
mining  and  indiscriminate  shootings  in  Yanomami  territory,  and  death  from 
Western  introduced  diseases.  Yanomami  just  want  to  be  left  alone! 


"The  root  problem  that  indigenous  nations  and  peoples  face  is  that  they 
are  still  being  deemed  irrelevant  by  nation-states , based  on  having  been 
historically  nullified  under  Christian  international  law/'  writes  Steve 
Newcomb.  In  a paper  titled,  "The  Evidence  of  Christian  Nationalism 
in  Federal  Indian  Law:  The  Doctrine  of  Discovery,  Johnson  v.  McIntosh, 
and  Plenary  Power,"  published  in  the  New  York  University  "Review  of 
Law  and  Social  Change,"  1993,  Newcomb  links  up  the  doctrine  of  "dis- 
covery" with  the  Johnson  case  and  applies  its  plenary  powers  to  American 
law  today.  The  central  questions  Newcomb  ask  are: 

"Should  the  United  States  continue  to  assert  a plenary  dominion 
over  Indians  and  an  underlying  vested  property  right  in  Indian 
lands  based  on  the  historical  fact  that  Indian  people  were  not 
Christians  at  the  time  of  European  arrival?  Should  Indian  nations 
and  peoples  be  denied  under  United  States  law  their  rights  to 
'complete  sovereignty'  and  an  exclusive  right  of  territory  in 
their  lands  on  the  basis  of  Christianity?" 

He  answers,  in  part,  that  federal  "Indian"  law  today: 

"rests  upon  the  Law  of  Christian  Nations  or  the  doctrine  of  discovery, 
which  in  turn  rests  upon  the  Papal  Bulls  of  1452  and  1493.  If  this  is 
not  enough  evidence  to  convince  you  that  this  arrogance  of  Manifest 
Destiny  continues  today,  there  is  now  the  infamous  decision  on  1991: 
Gitksan  v.  Canada,  where  the  Supreme  Court  of  British  Columbia  ruled 
that  the  Gitksan  Indians  had  no  standing  because  of  the  Law  of  Nations, 
better  known  as  the  Doctrine  of  Discovery.  In  this  doctrine,  religious 
triumphalism  and  the  seizure  of  lands  are  intrinsically  connected. 

Five  hundred  years  of  domination,  exploitation,  and  self-serving  law 
historically  based  upon  these  ideas  are  alive  and  well  today." 

The  Papal  Bulls 

The  "historical  introduction"  below  is  taken  from  Paul  Gottschalk,  "The 
Earliest  Diplomatic  Documents  on  America:  The  Papal  Bulls  of  1493  and 
the  Treaty  of  Tordesillas  Reproduced  and  Translated,"  1927.  The  second 
Bull  "Inter  Caetera"  of  May  4,  1493  is  provided  by  Henry  Steele  Commager 
(ed.),  "Documents  of  American  History,"  1963.  This  voluminous  746 
page  documentation  of  "U.S"  history  somehow  begins  in  1492.  Both 
sources  are  copied  verbatim. 

Historical  Introduction 

Returning  from  his  first  voyage,  Columbus  landed  on  the  Portuguese  coast 
and  was  at  once  invited  to  Court.  He  reached  Lisbon  March  4,  1493,  upon 
the  invitation  of  the  King  of  Portugal.  On  hearing  his  report.  King  John 
II  claimed  the  newly  discovered  lands  for  Portugal  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty 
of  Alcacovas  of  1479,  sanctioned  by  the  Bulls  of  Pope  Sixtus  IV,  dated 
June  21,  1481.  The  text  of  the  Treaty  and  the  Bull  contain  some  slight 
variations  and  thereby  allow  of  different  interpretations.  It  is  difficult 
to  decide,  therefore,  whether  this  claim  of  the  Portuguese  King  was 
justified.  Contemporary  as  well  as  modern  historians  have  always  differed 
widely  in  their  opinions.  It  is  generally  believed  that,  with  his  famous 
message  on  his  discoveries,  Columbus  dispatched  to  the  Spanish  Kings,  who 
were  at  Barcelona,  a report  on  the  difficulties  raised  by  the  Portuguese 
King,  but  it  is  questioned  whether  this  was  sent  from  Lisbon  by  land  or 
from  Palos  after  having  reached  the  latter  port,  March  14,  1493. 

King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Isabella  of  Spain  reported  the  great  news  at  once 
to  Pope  Alexander  VI.  It  is  again  doubtful  whether  this  was  done  by  a 
special  messenger  or  by  a courier  sent  to  Cardinal  Bernardin  de  Carvajal 
and  to  Ruiz  de  Medina,  then  Spanish  ambassadors  at  the  Holy  See,  and 
whether  this  was  done  in  consequence  of  the  Portuguese  claims  or  according 
to  a general  custom  of  that  period.  Pope  Alexander  VI,  himself  a Spaniard, 
granted  the  request  to  confer  the  lately  discovered  lands  on  the  Crown  of 
Spain  by  three  Bulls  issued  on  May  3 and  May  4 1493  (all  much  in  favor  of 
Spain,  and  depriving  Portugal  of  nearly  all  privileges  bestowed  upon  it 
by  the  Bulls  of  1452  and  1454,  issued  bu  Nicholas  V,  and  by  that  of  1481 
of  Sixtus  IV  and  one  of  1484  of  Innocentius  VIII).  Some  months  later,  on 
September  26,  1493,  a fourth  Bull  was  issued  granting  to  Spain  almost 


unlimited  rights.  But  this  act  remained  without  consequence;  for  in  the 
meantime,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  King  of  Spain,  it  was  agreed  that,  to 
avoid  complications  already  threatening,  a conference  should  be  held. 
Portuguese  ambassadors  were  sent  to  Barcelona  and,  after  many  negotiations 
and  some  interruptions,  a settlement  was  finally  reached  at  the  small 
Spanish  town  of  Tordesillas  and  a treaty  was  signed  on  Dune  7,  1494. 
Obviously  inspired  by  the  corresponding  passage  in  the  second  Bull 
"Inter  caetera",  but  not  referring  to  this  or  any  other  bulls  or  treaties, 
it  was  provided  that  there  should  be  drawn  a line  running  from  North  to 
South,  370  leagues  west  from  Cape  Verde  Islands,  and  that  everything  west 
of  this  line  should  belong  to  Spain,  everything  east  of  it  to  Portugal. 

The  sanction,  which  by  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  was  to  be  asked,  was  never 
given  by  Alexander  VI  and  not  before  the  24th  of  January,  1506,  was  a 
Bull  to  such  effect  issued  by  Pope  Julius  II.  Although  much  disputed 
and  very  differently  interpreted,  this  Treaty  remained  in  force  until 
January  13,  1750,  when  the  Treaty  of  Madrid  annulled  the  boundary  line. 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  this  boundary  line,  first  provided  for  in 
the  second  Bull  "Inter  caetera"  and  later  corrected  in  the  Treaty  of 
Tordesillas,  decided  what  parts  of  the  western  hemisphere  as  well  as 
which  regions  of  the  eastern  hemisphere  were  discovered,  possessed  and 
civilized  by  Spain  and  by  Portugal  respectively,  and  which  still  speak 
the  language  and  show  the  influence  of  the  culture  of  their  first  dis- 
coverers . 

CUT  HERE  CUT  HERE  CUT  HERE  CUT  HERE  CUT  HERE  CUT  HERE  CUT  HERE 

The  Papal  Bull  "Inter  Caetera"  of  May  4,  1493 

Alexander,  bishop,  servant  of  the  servants  of  God,  to  the  illustrious 
sovereigns,  our  very  dear  son  in  Christ,  Ferdinand,  king,  and  our  very 
dear  daughter  in  Christ,  Isabella,  queen  of  Castile.  ...  We  have  indeed 
learned  that  you,  who  for  a long  time  had  intended  to  seek  out  and  dis- 
cover certain  islands  and  mainlands  remote  and  unknown  and  not  hitherto 
discovered  by  others,  to  the  end  that  you  might  bring  to  the  worship  of 
our  Redeemer  and  the  profession  of  the  Catholic  faith  their  residents  and 
inhabitants,  having  been  up  to  the  present  time  greatly  engaged  in  the 
siege  and  recovery  of  the  kingdom  itself  of  Granada  were  unable  to 
accomplish  this  holy  and  praiseworthy  purpose;  but  the  said  kingdom 
having  at  length  been  regained,  as  was  pleasing  to  the  Lord,  with  a wish 
to  fulfill  your  desire,  chose  our  beloved  son,  Christopher  Columbus  . . . 
whom  you  furnished  with  ships  and  men  equipped  for  like  designs,  not 
without  the  greatest  hardships,  dangers,  and  expenses,  to  make  diligent 
quest  for  these  remote  and  unknown  mainlands  and  islands  through  the  sea, 
where  hitherto  no  one  had  sailed;  and  they  at  length  with  divine  aid  and 
with  the  utmost  diligence  sailing  in  the  ocean  sea,  discovered  certain 
very  remote  islands  and  even  mainlands  that  hitherto  had  not  been 
discovered  by  others;  wherein  dwell  very  many  peoples  living  in  peace, 
and,  as  reported,  going  unclothed,  and  not  eating  flesh.  . . . Wherefore, 
as  becomes  Catholic  kings  and  princes  . . . you  have  purposed  ...  to 
bring  under  your  sway  the  said  mainlands  and  islands.  . . . And  in  order 
that  you  may  enter  upon  so  great  an  undertaking  with  greater  readiness 
and  heartiness  endowed  with  benefit  of  our  apostolic  favor,  we,  of  our  own 
accord,  not  at  your  instance  nor  the  request  of  anyone 
else  in  your  regard,  but  out  of  our  own  sole  largess  and  certain  knowl- 
edge and  out  of  the  fullness  of  our  apostolic  power,  by  the  authority 
of  Almighty  God  conferred  upon  us  in  blessed  Peter  and  of  the  vicarship 
of  Jesus  Christ,  which  we  hold  on  earth,  do  by  tenor  of  these  presents, 
should  any  of  said  islands  have  been  found  by  your  envoys  and  captains, 
give,  grant,  and  assign  to  you  and  your  heirs  and  successors,  kings  of 
Castile  and  Leon,  forever,  together  with  all  their  dominions,  cities, 
camps,  places,  and  villages,  and  all  rights,  jurisdictions,  and  appur- 
tenances, all  islands  and  mainlands  found  and  to  be  found,  discovered 
and  to  be  discovered  towards  the  west  and  the  south,  by  drawing  and 
establishing  a line  from  the  Arctic  pole,  namely  the  north,  to  the 
Antartic  pole,  namely  the  south,  no  matter  whether  the  said  mainlands 
and  islands  are  found  and  to  be  found  in  the  direction  of  India  or 
towards  any  other  quarter,  the  said  line  to  be  distant  one  hundred 


leagues  towards  the  west  and  south  from  any  of  the  islands  commonly 
known  as  the  Azores  and  Cape  Verde.  With  this  proviso,  however,  that 
none  of  the  islands  and  mainlands,  found  and  to  be  found,  discovered 
and  to  be  discovered,  beyond  that  said  line  towards  the  west  and  south, 
be  in  the  actual  possession  of  any  Christian  king  or  prince  up  to  the 
birthday  of  our  Lord  lesus  Christ  just  past  from  which  the  present  year 
1493  begins.  . . . Furthermore,  under  penalty  of  excommunication  LATE 
SENTENTIE  to  be  incurred  IPSO  FACTO,  should  anyone  thus  contravene, 
we  strictly  forbid  all  persons  of  whatsoever  rank,  even  imperial  and 
royal,  or  of  whatsoever  estate,  degree,  order,  or  condition,  to  dare 
without  your  special  permit  or  that  of  your  aforesaid  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, to  go  for  the  purpose  of  trade  or  any  other  reason  to  the 
islands  or  mainlands  . . . apostolic  constitutions  and  ordinances 
and  other  decrees  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  . . . 

Let  no  one  therefore,  infringe,  or  with  rash  boldness  contravene, 
this  our  recommendation,  exhortation,  requisition,  gift,  grant, 
assignment,  constitution,  deputation,  decree,  mandate,  prohibition, 
and  will.  Should  anyone  presume  to  attempt  this,  be  it  known  to  him  that 
he  will  incur  the  wrath  of  Almighty  God  and  of  the  blessed  apostles 
Peter  and  Paul.  Given  at  Rome,  at  St.  Peter's,  in  the  year  of  the 
incarnation  of  our  lord  1493,  the  fourth  of  May,  and  the  first  year 
of  our  pontificate. 

REVOKE  THE  BULLS!  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLES  HAVE  MUCH  TO  OFFER  HUMANITY! 

"RE : Bear  Lincoln"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Oct  1997  23:39:37  -0700 
From:  Nicholas  Wilson  <nwilson@mcn .org> 

Subj : BEAR  LINCOLN  FREE 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

BEAR  LINCOLN  ACQUITTED  OF  MURDERING  COP 
(Summary  article  available  by  e-mail  request) 

An  all-white  jury  found  Bear  Lincoln  NOT  GUILTY  of  murdering  deputy 
sheriff  Bob  Davis  on  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation  in  Mendocino 
County,  California.  Ten  of  the  jurors  felt  it  was  a clear  case  of 
self-defense,  and  favored  acquitting  Bear  of  all  charges.  But  two  jurors 
hung  the  jury  with  a vote  of  10-2  for  acquittal  on  manslaughter.  The  two 
holdouts  felt  Bear  shot  the  deputy  in  the  heat  of  passion  after  seeing 
the  deputy  shoot  and  kill  his  lifelong  friend  right  in  front  of  him.  The 
D.A.  is  deciding  whether  to  retry  Bear  on  that  charge  alone. 

Meanwhile  Bear  was  freed  on  bail  after  over  two  years  in  jail  since 
turning  himself  in  8/16/95.  He  was  immediately  threatened  by  an  off-duty 
deputy,  even  though  he  was  surrounded  by  over  70  people  including 
lawyers,  family,  supporters  and  media  with  cameras.  Bear  took  it  as  a 
death  threat.  If  there  had  not  been  witnesses  he  might  have  been  shot 
right  there  in  the  jail  parking  lot. 

The  prosecutor  and  county  sheriff  can't  believe  the  not  guilty  verdicts 
from  the  all-white  jury.  They  thought  the  case  was  a slam  dunk  for  the 
prosecution  and  that  Bear  would  be  on  death  row  for  killing  a cop.  They 
are  making  statements  to  the  media  calling  the  verdict  a miscarriage  of 
justice.  This  puts  Bear's  life  in  danger. 

The  jury  felt  that  Bear  was  only  protecting  himself  from  a surprise 
attack  by  the  cops.  Over  half  of  the  jurors  felt  so  strongly  that  they 
have  come  out  publicly  against  any  retrial  on  the  manslaughter.  Five  of 
them  came  and  spoke  at  a press  conference  called  by  the  Lincoln  legal 
team  to  celebrate  the  acquittal.  The  jurors  said  they  were  outraged  that 
the  prosecution  charged  the  death  penalty  and  first  degree  murder  with 
such  a weak  case.  They  believed  Bear  spoke  the  truth  and  the  deputy  lied 
on  the  stand  to  cover  up  what  really  happened. 

A new  summary  article  about  the  just  completed  Bear  Lincoln  trial  is 
available  by  request.  If  you  want  it  just  send  me  an  e-mail  and  ask  for 
the  Lincoln  summary  article.  Please  tell  me  where  you're  writing  from. 


(It's  NOT  for  reposting  on  the  net;  it's  copyrighted  because  I'm  a 
freelance  writer  and  still  trying  to  sell  it  to  newspapers  and 
magazines . ) 

If  you  have  World  Wide  Web  access  the  complete  detailed  coverage  of  the 
two-month  trial,  the  verdict,  the  reaction,  and  all  the  articles  about 
the  case  published  over  the  last  two  years  are  available  free  of  charge 
to  the  reader  in  the  Albion  Monitor  at: 
http : //www. monitor . net /monitor 

"RE : Gustafsen:  Editorial  on  Media  Apologies" 

Date:  Sat,  11  Oct  1997  08:08:22  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Gustafsen:  Editorial  on  Media  Apologies 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

IN  CASE  YOU  MISSED  IT 

The  Martlet,  University  of  Victoria  Student  Newspaper,  Editorial  Oct. 9,  1997 
In  case  you  missed  it. 

In  a buried  article  in  the  Sept  26  Province,  loey  Thompson 
suggests  the  media  should  apologize  for  the  way  it  reported  and  didn't 
report  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff. 

Too  little  too  late. 

loey  Thompson  wrote:  "When  it  came  to  covering  the  events  clouding 
the  1995  Gustafsen  Lake  fiasco,  the  RCMP  took  reporters  for  a ride.  We 
bought  the  Mounties'  take  on  what  was  going  down  during  that  tense 
month-long  summer  siege.  A lot  of  what  we  gotA^and  dutifully  reported7^  was 
crock.  It's  time  we  conceded  that  and  apologized  to  the  natives  and 
citizens  of  B.C." 

Sweet  sentiments,  but  like  sugar,  they  are  meant  to  cause  decay  -- 
memory  decay  --  by  attempting  to  cleanse  the  media  for  its  supposed 
nonaction.  The  reality  is  that  the  media's  actions  actually  reveal  an 
agenda  of  collaboration  with  the  RCMP. 

In  the  50-plus  hours  of  RCMP  videotape,  there  is  evidence  that 
shows  some  of  the  "cherry  -picked"  media  as  Thompson  calls  them,  were 
actually  spying  for  the  RCMP  by  handing  over  information  before  releasing 
it  to  the  public. 

So  why  the  apology? 

Because  the  trial  yielded  evidence  of  the  RCMP's  lies  and  tactics,  the 
media  collusion,  and  the  reality  of  international  law  as  pertaining  to 
unceded  Indian  lands,  it  looks  bad  for  the  BC  media  to  stay  silent  like 
they  were  during  the  trial. 

So  they  slip  in  this  little  article  which  absolves  them  of  their  collusion 
and  at  the  same  time  report  some  truth:  "The  fact  is  camp  members  weren't 
the  terrorists  RCMP  made  them  out  to  be.  Nor  did  they  invite  the  shootouts 
the  police  press  releases  claimed." 

No  kidding. 

The  reality  of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff  still  eludes  everyone  in  this 
"province".  Eighteen  people  risked  their  lives  to  show  the  world  that 
settler  governments  have  no  jurisdiction  over  sovereign  Indian  nations. 

In  resource-rich  "BC",  resistance  doesn't  go  over  well  with  the  settler 
state. 

It  was  that  simple. 

"The  CO  commented  and  I agreed  that  we  need  to  clean  them  out  entirely  and 
not  have  any  hanging  issues  similar  to  what  occurred  at  Oka."  - notes  of 
RCMP  Assistant  Commissioner  Brown  August  10, '95 

"Have  you  found  someone  that  can  help  us  with  a disinformation  or  smear 
campaign?"  Dennis  Ryan  RCMP  'Crisis  Management  Team'  on  RCMP  videotape. 

"It  was  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  public  perceived  a continued  threat 
from  the  people  in  the  camp."  RCMP  Commander  Len  Olfert,  court  testimony. 


Han . 6,  1997. 

August  26th  2130  hrs  "We  have  to  get  the  Ministers  in  line  to  ensure  that 
they  have  the  proper  perspective.  Stephen  Owen  called  and  I briefed  him  on 
Mercredi  feedback.  He  will  advise  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Premier  to 
ensure  that  politically  they  are  in  line."  Notes  of  Assistant  Commissioner 
Brown  August  26,  1995  2140hrs.  Notes  disclosed  during  trial. 

"The  coverage  reminded  me  of  CNN's  handling  of  the  Gulf  War,  with  the 
reporters  locked  up  in  steady  contact  with  the  generals  and  the  military's 
spin  doctors ...  The  rush  to  sweep  the  Gustafsen  Lake  and  Ipperwash  affairs 
out  of  the  news  the  moment  the  physical  standoffs  were  removed,  shows  all 
the  signs  of  a classic  coverup."  Dr.  Tony  Hall,  in  Canadian  Dimension, 

Dec. '95 


We  Demand  a Full  and  Comprehensive  Public  Inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake! 
Letters  to  the  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  POWs: 

Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace) 

Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 

Dames  (OD)  Pitawanakwat 

Political  Prisoner 

(same  address  as  Wolverine) 

Free  The  Wolverine  Campaign  Spokespersons: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
Visit  the  Ts'peten  Support  Page: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
Letters  to  The  Martlet:  martlet@uvic . ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<majordomo@speakeasy . org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Sechelt  Ready  to  Blockade"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Oct  1997  23:52:09  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink. org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Subj : Sechelt  Ready  to  blockade  over  BC  Treaty  talks 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[Please  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain  biased  or 
distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts  and/or  context.  It 
is  provided  for  reference  only.  --  S.I.S.I.S.] 

ANGRY  INDIANS  SEEK  MEETING  WITH  PREMIER 

Vancouver  Sun,  Friday,  October  10,  1997,  by  David  Hogben,  Sun  Legislature 
Bureau 

Victoria  - Sechelt  Indians  are  demanding  a meeting  with  Premier  Glen 
Clark  after  treaty  talks  reached  an  impasse  on  the  Sunshine  Coast.  "The 
response  they  gave  us  today  was  very  pathetic.  It  was  the  same  response 
they  gave  us  six  weeks  ago,"  Chief  Gary  Feschuk  said  after  negotiations 
in  the  Sechelt  Longhouse  broke  down  after  four  hours  of  fruitless  talks 
Thursday. 

"I  am  frustrated  to  the  point  where  I wonder  if  there  is  any  political 
will  to  complete  [a  treaty],"  Feschuk  said.  He  said  some  band  members 
were  so  angry  they  had  to  be  persuaded  not  to  blockade  the  highway 
running  through  the  community.  The  Sechelt  Indians  have  suspended  all 
talks  for  at  least  two  weeks,  and  will  decide  their  next  step  after 


learning  whether  Clark  will  agree  to  meet  them.  Clark  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment.  But  Peter  Smith , manager  of  media  affairs  in  the 
aboriginal  affairs  ministry,  said  senior  ministry  staff  need  to  be 
briefed  by  provincial  negotiator  Bill  Valentine  before  any 
recommendations  are  made. 

Canada's  chief  negotiator  said  it  is  unlikely  the  federal  government  will 
be  altering  its  position  on  any  of  the  four  key  issues  the  Sechelt  are 
rejecting.  "I  don't  expect  my  instructions  to  change  in  the  next  14 
days,"  Robin  Dodson  said  in  a telephone  interview.  Negotiators  from  the 
two  levels  of  senior  government  have  offered  the  Sechelt  band  of  990 
people  $48  million  and  350  hectares  of  land  in  addition  to  the  1,000 
hectares  the  band  already  holds  in  fee-simple  title.  But  Feschuk  said  the 
Sechelt  cannot  accept  four  key  elements  of  the  proposal.  They  oppose: 

- a transfer  of  Sechelt  existing  and  treaty  lands  from  federal 
jurisdiction  to  provincial  jurisdiction 

- The  transition  period  of  eight  years  for  paying  transaction  taxes,  such 
as  sales  taxes  and  GST,  and  12  years  for  personal  income  taxes, 

_Ottawa  and  BC's  refusal  to  transfer  a parcel  of  land  that  the  Sechelt 
people  would  like  to  use  for  housing,  even  if  they  have  to  wait  until 
2039,  when  gravel  is  mined  and  the  timber  is  cut, 

- Ottawa's  and  BC's  refusal  to  put  gravel  royalties  (for  another  parcel 
of  land)  in  trust  until  an  agreement  is  reached  on  whether  it  will  be 
included  in  the  land  package. 

Dodson  said  the  outstanding  issues  were  not  only  put  to  the  Sechelt  in 
the  written  offer  made  in  August,  but  were  on  the  table  when  negotiations 
suffered  a similar  breakdown  in  February. 


Letters  to  the  Vancouver  Sun:  sunletters@pacpress . southam. ca 

More  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  Commission: 

http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt . html 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<majordomo@speakeasy . org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : $$$$$$  Contributed  by  Indians"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Oct  1997  10:07:14  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FrehairSS@aol.com 

Subj : $$$$$$  contributed  to  Politicos  by  Indians 
Thanks,  NASC 

Oklahoma's  Indian  tribes  and  tribal  officials  have  contributed  more  than 
$270,000  to  political  candidates  and  parties  since  Ian.  1,  1995, 
campaign  finance  reports  show. 

Indians  turned  on  the  money  spigot  --  just  like  other  special  interest 
groups  --  after  learning  that  the  Legislature  was  about  to  directly 
affect  their  lives. 

The  Oklahoma  Legislature  in  recent  years  has  considered  Indian-related 
legislation  on  such  issues  as  smoke  shops  and  motor  fuel  taxes. 

At  the  same  time,  a budget-cutting  Congress  has  raised  concerns  among 
leaders  of  Oklahoma  tribes  that  receive  an  estimated  $1  billion  a year 
in  federal  funds. 

Many  have  fought  back  by  forming  political  action  committees  --  commonly 
referred  to  as  PACs  --  to  raise  money  and  contribute  it  to  campaigns 
most  likely  to  help  them. 

A $107,671  contribution  of  soft  money  to  the  Democratic  National 
Committee  by  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  has  drawn  the  most 


controversy. 

The  Democrats  refunded  the  tribe's  money,  and  a congressional  committee 
is  looking  into  the  circumstances  of  the  1996  donation. 

The  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Tribes  PAC  contributed  $4,750  to  the 
legislators'  campaigns  and  the  Oklahoma  Democratic  Party. 

The  Chickasaw  Nation,  based  in  Ada,  donated  $10,000  in  soft  money  to  the 
Democratic  National  Committee  last  year. 

In  addition,  the  Chickasaws  gave  more  than  $35,000  to  10  legislative 
candidates,  one  congressional  candidate  and  four  Democratic 
Party-related  political  action  groups. 

More  than  $25,000  in  political  contributions  has  flowed  from  the  Choctaw 
Nation,  including  $5,000  to  Republican  Gov.  Frank  Keating's  campaign  a 
few  days  after  he  took  office  in  1995. 

Otherwise,  Choctaw  contributions  have  gone  to  Democrats. 

Also,  Choctaw  officials  have  contributed  more  than  $20,000  to  Democratic 
candidates  and  causes.  Some  have  donated  as  much  as  $1,000  each  to  a 
candidate,  all  on  the  same  day. 

Several  tribes  have  created  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  Political  Action 
Committee.  The  PAC's  giving  has  reached  $29,000. 

Marilyn  Hughes,  state  Ethics  Commission's  executive  director,  is 
concerned  that  many  tribes  have  not  registered  a political  action 
committee . 

Normally,  a group  that  receives  or  spends  $500  in  a year  to  support 
causes  or  candidates  is  required  to  register. 

"The  assumption  under  the  law  is  that  if  you're  not  excluded  (from 
registering),  you're  included.  It's  different  when  you're  dealing  with 
Indians,"  she  said. 

Hughes  said  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  that  with  Indian  tribes 
"you  need  to  include  them  rather  than  assume  they're  included." 

In  January,  the  commission  tabled  an  effort  to  specifically  include 
tribes  in  the  ethics  rules. 

One  important  aspect  of  registering  a PAC  is  that  it  must  file  periodic 
reports  disclosing  the  source  of  the  contributions  and  to  whom  the  money 
was  donated. 

Officials  with  the  Choctaw  Nation  and  the  Cherokee  Tribe  both  said  the 
money  for  campaign  contributions  came  from  the  tribe's  businesses. 

Kay-Taylor  Colbert,  Chickasaw  Nation  press  secretary,  said,  "We  give 
contributions  to  those  people  that  support  Indian  issues." 

"We're  not  a PAC  organization;  we're  just  an  organization.  ...  We're  a 
business  enterprise." 

Joe  Byrd,  Cherokee  principal  chief,  said  the  decision  to  give  depends  on 
the  candidate's  ability  to  "convince  us  that  they  have  the  interest  of 
the  tribes  at  heart." 

"I  know  they  have  their  own  constituents,  they're  not  all  tribal 
members,  but  if  they  just  show  an  interest  and  a concern  that  they'd  be 
willing  to  support  our  cause  or  give  us  an  opportunity  for  consultation, 
that's  good  enough  for  us." 

Byrd  said  Indians  are  just  beginning  to  learn  "how  the  game  is 
played . " 

Tribes  must  become  more  bipartisan  as  they  get  "more  active  in  the 
political  process,"  he  said. 

"We  need  to  look  at  who  could  most  likely  fight  for  our  issues, 
regardless  of  what  party  they  belong  to." 

The  Cherokee  PAC  contributed  $412  to  one  Republican  candidate  in  1996. 

"We  didn't  really  distinguish  between  any  party,  but  of  course,  this 
part  of  (Oklahoma),  a lot  of  them  are  Democrats,"  he  said.  "But  I come 
from  a hard-core  Republican  family  --  my  wife  being  Republican,  my 
mother,  my  in-laws." 

Byrd  said  the  tribe's  directors  recently  decided  to  dissolve  its  PAC 

because  "of  all  the  scrutiny  on  the  national  scene." 

Byrd  said  the  PAC  had  been  created  because  "Native  Americans  have 

always  been  charged  with  not  being  active  in  voting." 

"What  we  want  to  do  is  just  be  a part  of  the  voting  process  and  not 
stand  on  the  sidelines  ." 

The  Legislature  should  not  pass  legislation  affecting  Indians  without 


first  communicating  with  the  tribes,  he  said. 

"All  we  ask  is  to  keep  us  informed  and  (for)  consultation  before 
anybody  passes  legislation  that  would  have  an  ill  effect  on  the  tribe," 

Byrd  said. 

Staff  writer  Anthony  Thornton  contributed  to  this  report. 

"RE : Residential  Schools  Issue"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Oct  1997  12:09:50  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Subj : Rev.Arnett--FAX  to  SISS-Residential  Schls  Issue 

S.I.S.I.S.  received  the  following  by  fax  from  the  Rev.  Annett. 

Forwarded  message: 

New  Witnesses,  New  Questions  about  the  Residential  School  Atrocities 
by  (Rev.  ) Kevin  Annett 
September  27,  1997 

I.  This  past  week,  a new  eyewitness  to  a death  at  the  Alberni  Residential 
School  came  forward:  Harry  Wilson,  who  found  the  body  of  a "dead,  naked 
girl  all  covered  in  blood"  behind  the  school  in  the  spring  of  1967,  when 
he  was  a student  there.  In  a written  statement,  Harry  claims  that  he  told 
the  Principal,  a J.  Andrews,  about  the  body,  but  neither  the  police  nor 
the  RCMP  ever  questioned  him  about  the  incident.  The  girl's  body  simply 
"vanished".  But  soon  after  this,  Harry  was  sent  away  from  the  school,  and 
was  eventually  hospitalized  against  his  will  in  Bella  Bella  by  the  RCMP 
"after  they  talked  to  my  parents".  Harry  also  states  that,  in  the  same 
year,  another  student  named  Frank  Williams  was  found  dead,  hanged  in  the 
school  lunchroom. 

The  Victoria  Times-Colonist  carried  an  article  on  Harry's  statement,  and 
the  RCMP  immediately  denied  any  knowledge  of  the  girl  who  died.  But  the 
same  time  that  the  article  appeared,  I received  a phone  call  from 
Constable  Gerry  Peters,  of  "E  Division"  who  investigates  "abuse 
allegations"  at  the  Residential  Schools.  I was  surprised  to  hear  from 
Peters,  since  Harriett  Nahanee,  whose  public  testimony  about  a murder  she 
witnessed  at  the  Alberni  school  was  never  taken  by  the  RCMP,  had  been 
told  by  a Corporal  McGark  that  the  RCMP  investigation  into  the  schools 
was  officially  over  as  of  January,  1997. 

According  to  Peters,  however,  the  investigation  was  still  on.  Paul 
Willms,  who  once  headed  it,  was  now  "transferred  elsewhere",  although 
no-one  had  officially  replaced  him.  It  all  seemed  very  muddled,  and 
reminded  me  of  the  way  the  church  kept  changing  the  goalposts,  re-writing 
history  and  denying  responsibility  in  the  course  of  their  firing  and 
"delisting"  of  me  as  a minister.  The  method  of  subterfuge  was  identical. 
Peters  immediately  said  to  me  that  "It  was  never  the  mandate  of  the  Task 
Force  to  investigate  reports  of  homicide  at  the  schools.  We  decided  that 
before  the  investigation  began. "I  was  astounded,  since  this  fact  was 
never  made  public  or  admitted  by  RCMP  officials  before  now. 

"Why  wouldn't  you  look  into  homicide  in  the  schools?  Doesn't  that  qualify 
as  'abuse'?".  "No"  said  Peters.  "That  would  be  under  the  authority  of 
local  RCMP  detachments."  "Then  why  did  your  Task  Force  comment  on  the 
death  of  Maisie  Shaw  and  Albert  Gray,  and  state  publically  that  they  did 
not  die  of  foul  play?  How  could  you  do  so  knowledgeably,  if  it  wasn't 
your  mandate  to  investigate  homicides?"  A long  pause  followed.  Peters 
then  fumbled  for  words,  saying,  "The  Courtenay  RCMP  concurred  with  our 
findings  about  those  deaths."  I didn't  see  how  this  comment  clarified 
anything;  on  the  contrary,  Peters  seemed  to  confirm  that  his  group  was 
investigating  homicides  by  his  use  of  the  term  "our  findings".  But  I 
pressed  on: 

"Then  you  did  investigate  those  reports  of  homicide,  when  it  wasn't  your 
mandate  to  do  so?"  I had  caught  him  in  the  big  contradiction.  Peters  said 
nothing  to  this,  and  quickly  changed  the  subject.  He  urged  me  to  tell 
Harry  to  report  his  story  to  the  Alberni  RCMP,  and  said  to  contact  him  if 
I heard  any  more  such  reports.  Once  again  Peters  was  contradicting 


himself:  was  his  Task  Force  responsible  for  investigating  homicides  or  not? 
At  the  same  time  that  Peters  was  giving  me  this  convoluted  and 
contradictory  argument,  his  office  was  telling  the  Victoria 
Times-Colonist  that  Albert  Gray  had  died  of  "diphtheria"  in  Port  Alberni, 
and  that  Maisie  Shaw,  too,  had  died  of  a bronchial  ailment.  The  newspaper 
did  not  report  that  no  death  certificate  or  burial  permit  existed  for 
either  child,  and  that  two  eyewitnesses  had  told  the  Vancouver  Sun  in 
December  1995  that  Albert  had  been  beaten  to  death  by  A.E.  Caldwell, 
school  Principal,  and  that  Maisie  had  been  kicked  down  a flight  of  stairs 
to  her  death  by  the  same  church  official. 

If  these  children  died  of  the  "natural  causes"  claimed  by  the  RCMP  Task 
Force  "not  mandated  to  investigate  homicide  reports",  then  why  can  no 
burial  permit  be  found  for  either  child?  However,  if  they  were  murdered 
in  the  manner  described  by  the  eyewitnesses,  then  there  would  certainly 
be  no  such  burial  permit  issued.  My  impression  is  that  the  RCMP  are 
creating  a fog  of  deception  around  these,  and  other  deaths  at  the 
residential  schools.  Their  argument  about  the  deaths,  and  their  own 
mandate  regarding  the  schools,  makes  no  sense,  and  seems  to  be  made  up  as 
they  go  along.  This  lack  of  clarity  and  consistency  suggests  that  the 
RCMP  have  had  to  quickly  devise  a response  to  something  that  they  weren't 
prepared  for:  namely,  the  revelation  of  murder  at  the  residential 
schools,  through  living  eyewitnesses. 

Why  weren't  the  Mounties  prepared  for  this?  Some  possibilities: 

1.  The  RCMP  never  knew  about  the  murders.  This  is  very  unlikely, 
since  at  least  elements  in  both  the  church  and  native  communities  knew 
that  Maisie,  Albert  and  other  children  had  been  killed.  The  RCMP  had 
close  relations  with  the  church,  as  the  "truant  officers"  who  seized 
children  and  brought  them  to  the  schools.  How  could  they  have  not  known 
about  killings  done  by  church  officials? 

2.  The  RCMP  knew,  made  an  investigation  of  the  deaths,  but  their 
reports  were  buried  by  higher  government  authorities  or  senior  RCMP 
officials,  because  of  the  political  fallout  of  murdered  Indians.  This 
would  have  required  the  present  day  "Task  Force":  a hurried  "window 
dressing"  investigation  into  certain  abuses,  which  steered  clear  of  any 
probing  of  murders.  Such  a probe  of  deaths  might  have  revealed  the 
suppressed  reports  of  earlier  investigations,  and  implicate  senior 
Mountie,  Church  and  government  officials  in  cover-up  of  murder  at  the 
schools . 

3.  The  RCMP  knew,  made  an  investigation  of  the  deaths,  but  issued  no 
reports,  keeping  the  events  secret.  This  would  have  required  what  Harry 
Wilson  states  occurred:  the  removal  of  bodies  in  secret  without 
interviewing  witnesses,  and  the  removal,  too,  of  these  witnesses  to  other 
locations,  as  happened  to  Harry.  False  "cover  stories"  would  also  be 
invented  to  explain  the  deaths,  citing  bronchial  problems  as  the  cause  of 
death,  since  such  ailments  are  so  common  among  native  children  and  would 
seem  plausible,  particularly  in  the  poor  health  environment  of  the 
schools.  All  of  this  has  in  fact  occurred,  in  both  cases  of  Maisie  Shaw 

and  Albert  Gray.  Therefore,  this  third  option  is,  I believe,  the  most  likely. 

The  likelihood  of  "Option  Three"  does  not  suggest  that  senior  Mounties, 
church  and  government  officials  did  not  know  of  the  murders.  On  the 
contrary,  a combination  of  Options  Two  and  Three  is  quite  probable:  the 
murders  were  kept  secret  and  suppressed  at  the  local  level,  but  higher 
authorities  knew.  The  completeness  of  the  local  cover-up  would  explain 
the  ad-hoc  and  amateurish  nature  of  the  present  cover-up  by  the  RCMP  and 
church:  both  have  been  taken  by  surprise  by  the  exposure  of  the  deaths  by 
witnesses  who  were  believed  to  have  been  "taken  care  of"  in  various  ways, 
primarily  by  fear  of  retribution. 

I also  believe  that  the  RCMP  and  United  Church  have  been  working  together 
to  conceal  this  history,  and  respond  to  critics.  At  my  de-listing 
hearing,  it  was  admitted  by  church  lawyers  that  John  Siebert,  national 
church  officer  responsible  for  the  residential  schools  and  land  claims, 
was  in  direct  communication  with  the  RCMP  in  Ottawa  concerning  my  case 
and  the  allegations  I had  made  about  the  deaths  in  the  coastal 
residential  schools.  Siebert  had  even  faxed  a copy  of  his  press  statement 


concerning  me  to  the  RCMP  head  office. 

In  addition,  local  church  officer  Win  Stokes,  who  had  been  in  charge  of 
negotiations  with  me  after  my  firing  without  cause,  stated  during  my 
de-listing  hearing,  in  October,  1996,  that  "Senior  government  officials 
told  me  not  to  upset  the  applecart  on  the  Lot  363  land  claim  issue."  (The 
church's  sale  of  Ahousaht  ancestral  land  on  Lot  363  to  white  business 
interests  had  triggered  my  objection  and  subsequent,  rapid  removal  from 
my  pulpit  by  Stokes  and  others.)  Only  the  continued  surfacing  of 
eyewitnesses  can  counter  this  latest  campaign  of  disinformation  and 
cover-up  by  the  RCMP  and  church.  A small  step  in  this  direction  started 
last  night  in  downtown  Vancouver... 

II.  Harriett  Nahanee  and  I called  a meeting  at  the  Carnegie  Centre  for 
anyone  who  had  been  through  a native  residential  school.  From  only  one 
small  notice  in  a local  publication,  over  20  people  showed  up.  In  our 
circle,  we  heard  new  testimonies  for  nearly  three  hours.  "L",  a 
middle-aged  woman,  described  how  she  and  her  schoolmates  were  held 
incommunicado  for  long  periods  at  her  residential  school.  They  were  not 
allowed  to  phone  any  relatives,  their  mail  was  kept  from  them,  and  the 
letters  they  wrote  home  were  edited  and  censored  by  school  authorities. 

As  she  cried,  she  recounted  how  she  and  nine  other  students  had  defied 
the  school  by  all  of  them  standing  up  and  taking  whatever  punishment  was 
given  to  any  one  of  them.  "My  friend  was  crying  one  night,  and  she  said 
'I  miss  my  mommy."  I told  her  that  I did  too,  but  she  had  to  be  quiet  or 
the  matron  would  hear.  And  then  the  matron  was  there,  and  she  made  me 
stand  next  to  my  bed  and  receive  ten  lashes.  But  my  friends  then  all 
stood  up  and  so  they  too  were  lashed."  We  agreed  to  begin  holding  weekly 
circles  in  the  downtown  eastside  to  surface  more  stories  and  build  our 
strength  together,  like  "L"'s  friends  had  done  when  they  all  stood  as 
one,  even  against  an  overwhelming  force.  If  six  year  olds  can  know  and 
practice  such  solidarity  and  love,  why  can't  we? 

III.  A new  hypocrisy  and  issue  needs  to  be  confronted:  the  fact  that 
MacMillan-Bloedel  is  demanding  compensation  of  tens  of  millions  of 
dollars  from  the  provincial  government  for  "its"  trees  "lost"  to  park 
land.  This  corporation  is  sitting  on  stolen  land,  not  only  in  general  but 
by  way  of  the  illegal  sale  of  Lot  363  by  the  United  Church  to  those  who 
eventually  sold  the  same  land  to  MacMillan  Bloedel  in  1994. 
MacMillan-Bloedel  should  be  forced  to  give  this  stolen  land  back  to  the 
Ahousahts  in  its  entirety  and  the  United  Church  should  be  compelled  to  buy 
Lot  363  back  and  present  it  to  the  Ahousahts  as  a concrete  "apology"  for 
their  torture  by  the  church. 

It  is  important  to  point  out  the  strong  link  between  this  corporation  and 
the  United  Church,  how  they  have  helped  each  other,  and  their  financial 
connections  through  the  Vancouver  School  of  Theology,  and  elsewhere.  Good 
researchers  are  needed  now...  Spread  the  word  and  contact  me  directly.  We 
need  as  much  publicity  on  these  things  as  we  can  get,  before  the 
"church-state-corporate  cabal"  buries  it  all  even  more. 

In  truth, 

Kevin  Annett 
Phone:  604-462-1086 
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Honor  Fort  Laramie  Treaty 
by  Charmaine  White  Face 

There  are  a great  many  good  people  in  South  Dakota  who  truly  want 
to  begin  healing  the  wounds  of  the  past  between  the  tribes  and  the 
white  people.  Efforts  are  always  being  made  to  have  discussions  on 
racism,  or  to  increase  cultural  understanding  by  bringing  in  dancers 
and  sharing  meals.  But,  there  is  always  something  that  is  unspoken, 
that  is  seldom,  if  ever,  mentioned. 

There  will  never  be  any  true  reconciliation  until  this  one  topic 
is  settled,  and  that  is  the  legal  ramifications  of  the  Fort  Laramie 
Treaty  of  1868  which  was  reaffirmed  by  the  US  Supreme  Court 
decision  of  1980.  (There  I said  it.  The  big  taboo  in  any 
discussion  about  reconciliation  between  the  Native  American  people 
of  this  area  with  the  rest  of  the  Americans  who  also  live  in  South 
Dakota . ) 

Whenever  any  mention  is  made  of  the  1868  treaty,  the  efforts  at 
the  return  of  the  Black  Hills  are  what  pop  into  most  people's 
heads.  But  if  we  truly  talked  about  the  1868  treaty,  the  return  of 
all  of  western  South  Dakota  should  be  what  pops  to  mind.  (Now  that 
is  a huge  chunk  of  real  estate.) 

I can  hear  the  outrage  already,  people  muttering,  and  some 
hollering  as  they're  drinking  their  morning  coffee.  "You're 
getting  paid  for  that  land  already  with  all  the  money  the  federal 
government  give  you  for  this  and  that!" 

Whoa!  That  is  precisely  why  there  needs  to  be  many  discussions 
about  this  one  topic.  This  is  what  happens  when  misinformation  or 
no  information  is  given. 

The  usual  reaction  that  most  people  have  when  learning  about  the 
time  when  Hitler  ordered  all  the  books  in  Germany  be  wiped  clean 
of  any  information  about  the  Jews  is  outrage.  He  was  tampering 
with  history  and  leaving  out  a major  part  of  the  truth.  How  many 
Americans  would  ever  think  such  a thing  would  happen  in  "the  land 
of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave"?  Yet  that  is  precisely 
what  has  happened,  and  continues  to  happen  with  the  lack  of 
information  about  Native  Americans. 

How  many  people  know  that  80  million  Native  American  people  were 
killed  in  less  than  100  years  by  Americans.  Eighty  million. 

Hitler  killed  six  million  Jews  in  about  10  years.  At  the  rate  he 
was  killing  people,  he  would  have  killed  only  60  million  in  100 
years.  Kind  of  gives  you  a different  perspective  of  America. 

And,  for  some,  if  they  are  still  reading  this,  they  are  going  to 
be  asking  themselves,  "Why  didn't  we  learn  about  this  in 
school... in  history  class?" 

Same, same.  For  those  people  living  in  South  Dakota,  and 
particularly  western  South  Dakota,  why  were  you  not  taught  about 
the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of  1868  and  the  1980  Supreme  Court 
decision? 

Let's  try  to  put  this  in  another  perspective.  If  a child  is 
kidnapped,  how  much  money  is  a child's  life  worth?  How  much 
money  should  be  paid  for  the  return  of  the  child?  What  if  the 
police  found  the  kidnapper,  and  the  baby  was  alive,  but  the  court 
said,  rather  than  return  the  baby,  we  are  awarding  the  parents  $5 
million?  (I  realize  in  this  crazy  day  and  age  there  are  some 
people  who  would  consider  taking  the  money.)  What  would  you  think 
of  those  kinds  of  parents?  What  kind  of  parents  would  trade  a 
child  for  money? 

Many  people  believe  that  a child  is  a gift  from  God.  What  if 
you  were  given  a gift  from  God  that  you  were  to  take  care  of  just 
as  if  it  were  a precious  child?  What  is  someone  stole  that  gift 
and  the  courts  said  to  you  that  you  were  to  take  money  instead  of 
having  the  gift  returned?  What  if  there  was  no  other  court  to  go 
to?  What  if  there  was  no  other  way  to  appeal  the  decision?  How 
much  money  could  pay  for  a gift  from  God?  Could  you  accept  the 


money?  What  would  God  say  to  you  when  you  were  face  to  face? 

Moral  questions.  Moral  questions  and  in  this  case,  legal 
questions.  In  the  place  of  the  words,  "gift  from  God,"  in  the 
previous  example,  replace  them  with  the  name  that  the  actual  "gift 
from  God"  was  called  by  the  Lakota  and  many  other  Native  American 
people,  "the  Black  Hills."  Now  we  have  a base,  a foundation,  a 
point  from  which  to  start  talking  about  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of 
1868  and  the  US  Supreme  Court  decision  of  1980. 

True  reconciliation  between  the  white  people  and  Native 
American  people  can  only  begin  when  the  paramount  concept  and 
issue  is  understood  and  settled. 

Choosing  not  to  talk  about  it  will  not  make  it  go  away.  The 
moral  and  spiritual  implications  are  too  important  for  anyone  to 
ignore . 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Briefly,  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of  1868  stated  that  all  the  land 
in  western  South  Dakota  and  huge  portions  of  Wyoming  and  Montana 
would  be  Indian  Land  forever.  The  Supreme  Court  decision  of  1980 
upheld  this  treaty  as  valid  but  also  awarded  "just  compensation" 
in  the  form  of  money  for  the  subsequent  stealing  of  the  Lakota 
Lands.  The  Lakota  Nation  has  refused  to  accept  the  money 
maintaining  that  their  Land  was  not  and  never  will  be  for  sale. 

-Rebecca  Michele  Lord 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The  following  websites  are  recommended  by  me.  Charmaine  White 
Feather  does  not  (necessarily)  endorse  them.  I honor  her  words 
and  thank  her  for  them. 

For  additional  information  about  the  Fort  Laramie  Treat  of  1868 
and  the  Supreme  Court  decision  of  1980,  please  visit  the  following 
sites.  They  contain  the  original  text  of  the  treaty  and  the 
decision : 

http : //www.msmisp . com/wicu/BHINFO. htm 

http : //www. dickshovel . com/1868 . html 

http : //www.mt . net/~oldwest/LBH/FtLarTre . htm 

For  other  people's  commentary  on  the  Fort  Laramie  Treat  issues, 
please  visit  the  following: 

http : //www. halcyon . com/ pub/FWDP/Americas/ self govt . txt 

http : //www. halcyon . com/ pu b/ FWDP/Re so lut ion s/Tribal /la kota74.txt 
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"When  we  walk  upon  Mother  Earth,  we  always  plant  our  feet  carefully 
because  we  know  the  faces  of  our  future  generations  are  looking 
up  at  us  from  beneath  the  ground.  We  never  forget  them." 

-Oren  Lyons,  Onondaga  Nation 
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Rebecca  Michele  Lord  * http://www.ratical.com/  * mosa@rapidnet.com 

"RE : Oglala  Sioux  Law  Enforcement"  

Date:  Sat,  11  Oct  1997  13:38:03  +0000 

From:  abenaki@usa.net 

Subj : Oglala  Sioux/Law  Enforcement 

Mailing  List:  NAT-REL  <nat-rel@usa . net> 

The  Oglala  Sioux  Tribal  Council  recently  revoked  the  charter  of  the 
Oglala  Sioux  Tribe's  Public  Safety  Commission  several  weeks  ago.  The 
reasons  had  nothing  to  do  with  service  delivery  of  the  Commission  but 
had  to  do  with  questionable  expenditures  and  suspected  overexpenditures . 

A representative  of  the  Dept,  of  Justice  gave  a presentation  to  the 
Tribal  Council  in  which  she  (Karen  Shrier?)  informed  the  Council  that 
all  law  enforcement  services  currently  in  the  BIA  would  be  transferred 
to  the  Dept  of  Justice  by  the  end  of  this  year. 

Services  to  be  transferred  would  include  law  enforcement,  detention,  and 
judicial  services. 


My  thinking  on  the  matter  is  to  suspect  an  eventual  erosion  of 
jurisdiction  in  Indian  Country  by  Tribal  government  and  an  end  to  Tribal 
Sovereignty. 

People  who  are  used  to  exercising  white  privilege  have  voiced  their 
concerns  that  it's  not  safe  to  be  in  Indian  Country  at  night.  If  they 
don't  feel  safe  then  obviously  they  don't  belong  and  should  stay  out. 

"RE : Oglala  Law  Enforcement"  

Date:  Mon,  13  Oct  1997  17:20:53  +0000 
From:  abenaki@usa.net 

Subj : Commentary  on  Oglala  Law  Enforcement 
Mailing  List:  NAT-REL  <nat-rel@usa . net> 

It's  that  "six  weeks"  again! 

"People  who  are  used  to  exercising  white  privilege  have  voiced  their 
concerns  that  it's  not  safe  to  be  in  Indian  Country  at  night.  If  they 
don't  feel  safe  then  obviously  they  don't  belong  and  should  stay  out." 

I have  been  to  Pine  Ridge,  SD.  My  sons,  their  wives,  my  grandchildren 
all  spend  a great  deal  of  time  on  Pine  Ridge.  I have  felt  threatened  only 
once  there.  That's  when  the  planes,  horseback  riders  and  helicopters 
"observed"  the  Sun  Dance.  It  wasn't  the  Oglala  that  caused  that  threat. 
Read  the  memoriums  and  "uninvestigated"  murders,  beatings  and  thefts.  It's 
the  people  that  are  suffering  and  threatened.  Tribal  Council  homes  are 
comparable  to  any  where  else  in  the  US.  And  yet,  the  elders  and  children 
starve  and  freeze  to  death  during  the  bitter  winters.  I ask  why?  Who 
threatens  them? 

Not  their  neighbors  that  live  in  the  same  third  world  conditions.  Speak 
out  gainst  the  government  (federal  or  tribal,  doesn't  matter)?  You  may  end 
up  dead  or  missing  with  "no  investigation".  Where  do  THEY  go  when  they 
don't  feel  "SAFE?": 

MaryAnn 


"RE;  stoney  Pointe  Trials"  

Date:  Wed,  8 Oct  1997  12:44:52  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Subj:  Updates  on  Stoney  Pointe  Trials--#1  of  5 

Subject:  Stoney  Point  trials-  first  of  five  updates 

Ipperwash  trial  won't  pursue  firearm  charges 
by  Dulie  Carl,  London  Free  Press 
Free  Press  Sarnia  Bureau 
Monday,  September  30,  1997 

Sarnia-  Firearms  charges  at  the  last  trial  of  native  protesters  arrested 
after  a clash  with  police  at  Ipperwash  in  1995  were  withdrawn  Monday 
because  there  is  "no  reasonable  prospect  of  prosecution,"  Crown  attorney 
said . 

Warren  Anthony  George,  24,  faced  five  charges,  including  possession  of  a 
firearm  dangerous  to  the  public  peace  and  use  of  a firearm  during  an 
indictable  offense. 

But  Crown  attorney  Henry  Van  Drunen  asked  the  charges  be  withdrawn  at 
the  beginning  of  George's  trial  here  Monday. 

Defense  lawyer  leffry  House  said  outside  court  he's  "glad  to  see  it's 
finally  being  recognized  there's  no  reasonable  chance  of  proving"  the 
natives  at  Ipperwash  were  armed. 

"Overall,  it's  significant  in  the  Ipperwash  incident  that  after  the  OPP 
announced  they  were  responding  to  firearms,  it  turns  out  its  not  only 
unproven,  but  the  crown  isn't  going  to  attempt  to  prove  it,"  he  said. 

The  issue  of  native  protesters  at  Ipperwash  having  firearms  has  been 
hotly  debated  since  police  and  native  battled  outside  Ipperwash  Provincial 
Park,  the  site  of  the  native  protest,  on  Sept.  6,  1995. 

A judge  ruled  at  the  trial  of  an  officer  convicted  of  shooting  and 


killing  a protester  the  natives  were  unarmed  and  officers  who  said  the 
natives  were  armed  had  fabricated  their  testimony. 

Van  Drunen  outside  court  declined  to  discuss  his  reasons  for  withdrawing 
the  charges. 

"As  a result  of  my  continuing  assessment...  (there  is)  no  reasonable 
prospect  of  conviction  on  counts  four  and  five/'  Van  Drunen  told  Dudge 
Greg  Poekele  on  Ontario  court,  provincial  division  during  the  trial. 

The  trial  is  proceeding  on  three  other  charges  George  faces:  dangerous 
operation  of  a motor  vehicle  causing  bodily  harm,  criminal  negligence 
causing  bodily  harm  and  assault  with  a weapon,  a car. 

He  is  accused  of  driving  the  car  out  of  the  park  and  hitting  police 
officers.  The  trial  of  David  Abraham  George,  26,  is  also  proceeding. 

He  is  charged  with  assaulting  a peace  officer  and  assault  with  a weapon, 
a piece  of  wood. 

In  Monday's  testimony,  court  heard  from  Staff  Sgt.  Wade  LaCroix,  leader 
of  a 32-member  crown  management  unit  wearing  riot  gear  which  marched  down 
a road  late  at  night  that  September  6 and  confronted  about  15  natives  who 
were  standing  in  a parking  lot  outside  the  park. 

Two  days  earlier,  about  24  natives,  mostly  Stoney  Pointers,  had  walked 
into  the  park  as  it  closed  for  the  season  to  protest  the  desecration  of  a 
burial  ground  when  the  park  was  developed  in  the  1930s. 

La  LaCroix  said  he  saw  the  car  drive  at  a group  of  officers  who  were 
leaving  the  scene  after  battling  natives  and  strike  at  least  three  of  them. 

One  officer  fell  onto  the  car  on  top  of  his  riot  shield,  another  rolled 
off  the  right  side  and  one  fell  backwards,  his  legs  ending  up  under  the 
bumper  of  the  car,  LaCroix  said. 

The  car  then  backed  up  and  stopped  in  the  road,  he  said.  The  officer 
saw  three  muzzle  flashes-  the  light  of  gunfire-  in  the  area  of  the  car's 
windshield  and  rearview  mirror  and  fired  two  rounds  into  the  driver's  side, 
he  said. 

The  defense  begins  cross  examining  LaCroix  today. 

Insp.  John  Carson  also  took  the  stand  and  testified  about  his  decision 
to  send  the  crowd  management  unit  into  the  park. 

He  described  the  unit's  strategy  of  rushing  the  crown  of  natives  in  the 
parking  lot  outside  the  park  and  arresting  anyone  who  was  "overrun"  by 
officer. 

The  judge  asked  if  he  could  ask  a question.  "For  what?  Arrested  for 
what?"  Poekele  asked. 

Carson  said  officers  were  being  pelted  by  rocks  and  burning  sticks 
thrown  form  the  park.  To  which  Poekele  asked,  if  someone  had  not  thrown  a 
rock,  "what  would  they  be  arrested  for?" 

The  trial  is  expected  to  last  until  Friday. 

Anti-Racist  Action  (Toronto) 

P.0.  Box  291 
Station  B 
Toronto,  ON 
M5T  2T2 

by  phone:  (416)  631-8835 

web- site : http : //www. web . net/~ara 

In  Toronto,  tune  into  to  "Radio  Antifa", 

around  7:30  every  other  Monday  night  on  CKLN  88.1  FM. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 

"RE : Freedom  to  Use  Herbs  at  Risk"  

Date:  Thu,  9 Oct  1997  06:16:19  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Miketben@aol.com 

Subj : N.A.S.L.  - FREEDOM  TO  USE  HERBS  AT  RISK 

* NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  * 

FOR  YOUR  INFO 


From:  DAKKASWAN 


ATTENTION  THIS  IS  IMPORTANT,  YOUR  RIGHTS  ARE  SLOWLY  BEING  TAKEN  AWAY.  NOW 
CONGRESS  IS  TRYING  TO  PASS  BILLS  THAT  WILL  TAKE  AWAY  YOUR  RIGHTS  TO  PURCHASE 

HERBS  WITHOUT  A DOCTORS  SCRIPT PLEASE  READ AND  PASS  ON  TO  ALL  YOU 

KNOW INSTRUCTIONS  ON  HOW  TO  LET  CONGRESS  KNOW  WHAT  YOU  FEEL  ARE 

BELOW THANK  YOU  FOR  TAKING  THE  TIME  TO  READ  THIS  IMPORTANT  LETTER,  IF 

YOU  ALLOW  THIS,  WHO  KNOWS  WHAT  THEY  MAY  TAKE  NEXT 3HS 


Date : 

The  Honorable:  

Washington,  DC  20510 

Dear  Member  of  Congress: 

I request  that  you  sponsor  and  support  an  amendment  to  the 
House  companion  bill  to  S.830,  the  FDA  Reform  Bill,  which  was  recently 
passed  in  the  Senate.  This  amendment  is  needed  to  address  a clause  in  the 
bill  that  calls  for  the  harmonization  of  U.S.  Food  and  Drug  law  with  the 
European  Union  (EU). 

If  the  FDA  reform  bill  is  not  changed  to  eliminate  the  call  for 
harmonization  with  food  and  drug  laws  in  Europe,  it  will  give  the  FDA  a 
legal  mandate  to  regulate  dietary  supplements  as  "drugs",  which  will  rob 
Americans  of  free  access  to  vitamins,  minerals,  amino  acids,  herbs  and 
other  nutrients,  and  will  lead  to  much  higher  prices  for  these  supplements. 

The  reason  for  this  is  that  access  to  dietary  supplements  is  highly 
restricted  in  Europe.  In  Norway,  for  example,  it  is  illegal  to  buy  vitamin 
C in  doses  higher  than  200  mg.  without  a doctor's  prescription . In  the 
United  Kingdom  (UK),  there  is  a move  to  make  it  illegal  to  purchase  doses 
of  vitamin  B-6  higher  than  10  mg.  without  a doctor's  prescription.  Thus,  it 
is  clearly  not  in  the  best  interests  of  Americans  for  our  food  and  drug 
laws  to  be  "harmonized"  with  the  laws  in  Europe. 

You  may  have  heard  that  the  harmonization  language  in  S.830  just  pertains 
to  medical  devices,  but  that  is  not  the  case.  It  applies  to  the  entire 
food,  drug,  and  cosmetic  act,  which  includes  dietary  supplements.  If  you 
have  any  doubts  about  this,  please  read  section  202  of  the  bill,  which  I 
have  reproduced  below: 

"Sense  of  the  Committee  Regarding  Mutual  Recognition  Agreements  and 
Global  Harmonization  Efforts:  (1)  the  Secretary  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  should  support  the  Office  of  the  United  States  Trade 
Representative,  in  consultation  with  the  Secretary  of  Commerce,  in  efforts 
to  move  towards  the  regulation  of  drugs,  biological  products,  devices, 
foods,  [which  includes  dietary  supplements]  food  additives,  and  color 
additives,  and  the  regulation  of  good  manufacturing  practices  between  the 
European  Union  and  the  United  States. 

"(2)  the  Secretary  of  Health  and  Human  Services  should  regularly 
participate  in  meetings  with  representatives  of  other  foreign  governments 
to  discuss  and  reach  agreement  on  methods  and  approaches  to  harmonize 
regulatory  requirements,  and;  (3)  the  Office  of  International  Relations  of 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services  (as  established  under  section 
803  of  the  Federal  Food,  Drug,  and  Cosmetic  Act  (21  USC  383))  should  have 
the  responsibility  of  ensuring  that  the  process  of  harmonizing  international 
regulatory  requirements  is  continuous." 

The  FDA  reform  bill  is  on  a very  fast  track  through  Congress.  The  Senate 
ignored  citizens'  efforts  to  remove  the  above  harmonization  clause,  so  we 
are  now  appealing  to  members  of  the  house,  to  keep  Americans  from  losing 
their  right  to  free  access  to  dietary  supplements.  (As  of  Oct.  1,  1997,  the 
House  companion  bill  to  S.830  did  not  yet  have  a number.)  If  you  are  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  please  support  your  colleagues  in  the  House  in  their 
efforts  to  amend  the  bill. 

HR  1411  is  one  of  three  bills  currently  being  combined  to  form  the  House 
companion  bill  to  S.830.  What  follows  is  the  language  I would  like  you  to 
sponsor,  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill. 

"(C)  The  secretary  shall  participate  in  meetings  with  representatives  of 


other  countries  to  discuss  methods  and  approaches  to  reduce  the  burden  of 
regulation  and  harmonize  regulatory  requirements  if  the  secretary 
determines  that  such  harmonization  will  continue  consumer  protections 
consistent  with  the  purposes  of  this  Act.  The  Secretary  shall  report  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Senate  at 
least  120  (instead  of  60)  days  before  executing  any  bilateral  or 
multilateral  agreements,  and  all  harmonization  agreements  entered  into  must 
be  approved  by  Congress  following  an  open  public  hearing,  in  which  citizens 
are  given  adequate  notice  and  time  to  comment  on  all  aspects  of  the  bill." 

This  amendment  would  provide  Americans  with  badly  needed  oversight  that 
doesn't  exist  in  the  bill  at  present.  If  this  change  is  not  made,  I will 
lobby  to  veto  the  bill  and  will  encourage  others  to  do  so  as  well. 

Your  Constituent, 

Constituent  

Address : 

City ST ZIP 

Date : 

ACTION  PLAN-  DON'T  SEND  THIS  PART  TO  CONGRESS-  PLEASE  NETWORK  THIS 
INFORMATION 

VITAMINS  TO  BE  MADE  INTO  "DRUGS"  US  FOOD  AND  DRUG  LAW  TO  BE  "HARMONIZED" 
WITH  THE  EUROPEAN  UNION  UNLESS  YOU  ACT  NOW! 

NOTE:  Don't  send  this  part  to  your  congressman-  this  is  an  action  plan  for 
you  to  use  when  lobbying  Congress  in  order  to  amend  the  FDA  reform  bill 
discussed  above.  You  MUST  use  this  action  plan!  We  are  fighting  an  uphill 
battle  here,  if  you  don't  follow  these  instructions,  you  WILL  lose  your 
access  to  high  potency  vitamins,  and  many  supplements  will  disappear 
forever  as  a pharmaceutical  takeover  of  the  whole  industry  will  occur 
world  wide  unless  WE  stop  it! 

We  are  in  great  danger.  The  Dietary  Supplement  Health  and  Education  Act 
does  not  protect  us  from  what  is  happening.  The  FDA  Reform  Bill  contains 
harmonization  language  which  threatens  to  make  our  food  and  drug  laws  the 
same  as  the  European  Union's  where  dietary  supplements  are  regulated  as 
drugs,  and  restrictions  are  getting  much  tighter.  When  you  receive  this, 
you  MUST  take  immediate  action: 

Here  is  the  situation:  S.830  was  fast  tracked  through  the  Senate  by  a vote 
of  98-2.  We  were  given  almost  no  time  to  react.  Those  of  you  who  receive  my 
email  alerts  found  out  about  it,  the  rest  of  you  had  no  way  to  and  I had  no 
way  to  tell  you.  We  are  now  at  the  11th  hour,  desperately  trying  to  amend 
the  house  companion  bill,  which  doesn't  yet  have  a bill  number.  (A  trick 
they  sometimes  use  to  thwart  opposition  is  to  not  announce  a bill  number 
until  just  before  they  go  to  the  floor  for  a vote.) 

They  could  go  to  the  floor  as  soon  as  next  week  (week  of  Oct. 6). 

WHAT  YOU  MUST  DO: 

You  must  immediately  call  as  many  members  of  Congress  as  possible  via 
800-972-3524  (or  see  your  congressman's  number  in  your  phonebook).  In 
addition  to  your  own  Congressman  (if  you  don't  know  their  name  the 
switchboard  can  tell  you  if  you  give  your  zipcode)  Get  their  fax  numbers 
from  them. 

Especially  call  these  Congressmen: 

1.  Dames  Traficant,  Ohio,  202-225-5261,  fax  202-225-3719, 
email  telljim@hr.house.gov 

2.  Helen  Chenoweth,  Idaho,  202-225-6611,  fax  202-225-3029, 
email  askhelen@hr.house.gov 

3.  Doe  Scarborough,  Florida,  202-225-4136,  fax  202-225-3414, 
no  email  unless  new 

4.  Dack  Metcalf,  Washington,  202-225-2605,  202-225-4420, 
no  email  unless  new 

5.  Ron  Paul,  Texas,  202-225-2831,  fax  202-225-5785, 
email  rep.paul@mail.house.gov 


6.  Doe  Skeen,  New  Mexico,  202-225-2365,  fax  202-225-9599, 
no  email  unless  new 

Ask  them  to  sponsor  an  amendment  to  the  House  companion  bill  to  S.830  (FDA 
Reform  Bill).  The  harmonization  language  must  be  amended.  Given  that  the 
Senate  bill  passed  by  a vote  of  98-2,  we  don't  have  the  clout  needed  to 
remove  the  harmonization  language,  which  is  what  we  REALLY  need.  The  best 
we  can  hope  for  is  to  amend  it.  Tell  members  of  congress  we  want  it  to  read 
as  follows:  (my  changes  are  in  bold) 

On  HR  1411  (one  of  the  3 bills  being  combined  to  form  a companion): 

Section  18-Harmonization:  (My  amendment  is  in  bold.) 

"Section  803  (21  USC  383)  is  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  the  following: 

(C  ) The  secretary  shall  participate  in  meetings  with  representatives  of 
other  countries  to  discuss  methods  and  approaches  to  reduce  the  burden  of 
regulation  and  harmonize  regulatory  requirements  if  the  secretary  determines 
that  such  harmonization  continues  consumer  protections  consistent  with  the 
purposes  of  this  Act.  The  Secretary  shall  report  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Senate  at  least  120  (instead 
of  60)  days  before  executing  any  bilateral  or  multilateral  agreement  under 
this  paragraph,  and  all  harmonization  agreements  entered  into  must  be 
approved  by  Congress  following  public  following  a public  comments  period  so 
that  the  public  can  be  involved  in  this  decision  making. 

Members  of  Congress  will  try  to  tell  you  that  this  legislation  does  not 
effect  dietary  supplements.  If  they  tell  you  that,  inform  them  that  they 
are  incorrect,  because  the  language  of  the  Senate  bill  effects  the  entire 
food,  drug,  and  cosmetic  act,  including  foods,  which  includes  dietary 
supplements.  Its  too  late  to  change  the  Senate  bill.  They  fast  tracked  it 
on  us  right  after  they  returned  from  summer  recess.  We  are  forced  to  amend 
the  house  bill,  and  then  try  to  get  changes  made  in  the  conference 
committee  to  the  combined  bill  which  goes  to  the  President.  If  we  don't  get 
the  amendment  we  need,  we  must  try  to  get  Clinton  to  veto  the  bill  by 
calling  the  White  House  comments  line  at  202-456-1111,202-395-1232,  email 
President@whitehouse.gov 

Distribute  this  information  to  others.  Set  up  a table  in  front  of  your 
local  health  food  store  to  pass  it  out,  and  exhort  people  to  take  action. 

If  you  don't,  you  will  lose  your  access  to  supplements. 

"RE : Aboriginal  and  Northern  Television"  

Date:  11  Oct  1997  00:55:12  GMT 
From:  "Perry  Shepherd"  <pshep@igs . net> 

Subj : Aboriginal  and  northern  television 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  following  may  be  of  interest  to  the  "alt. native"  newsgroup: 

NEWS  RELEASE 

Increase  in  southern  aboriginal  programs  part  of  TVNC  Fall  Schedule 
Oct.  10,  1997. 

YELLOWKNIFE,  NWT.  --  Television  Northern  Canada  (TVNC)  will  launch  its 
fall/winter  broadcast  season  today  with  a lineup  that  includes  several  new 
programs  from  southern  aboriginal  producers  and  exciting  new  documentaries 
as  well  as  its  regular  line  up  of  diverse  northern  programming. 

"This  season  promises  to  offer  some  of  the  most  diverse  programs  that 
we've  ever  offered,"  said  Abraham  Tagalik,  Chairman  of  TVNC. 

TVNC  recently  acquired  Indigenous  Circle,  a popular  news  and  current 
affairs  program  produced  by  CFQC  TV  in  Saskatchewan  as  well  as  several 
programs  from  Native  Communications  Inc.,  from  Manitoba.  Later  this  year, 
TVNC  will  broadcast  Qatuwas:  People  Gathering  Together;  a stunning 
documentary  about  the  revival  of  the  West  Coast  canoe  societies,  and  winner 
of  the  first-ever  Telefilm  Canada/Television  Northern  Canada  aboriginal 
production  award.  And  live  programs  are  in  the  works  including  two  days  of 
coverage  from  the  National  Aboriginal  Career  Symposium  in  November, 
produced  by  Inuit  Communications  stems  Ltd.  (ICSL)  These  new  southern-based 


programs  will  become  more  and  more  common  as  TVNC  begins  to  expand  the 
network  into  southern  Canada. 

"TVNC's  goal  is  to  establish  a truly  national  aboriginal  television 
network."  said  Abraham  Tagalik.  "There  are  exceptional  aboriginal  producers 
in  southern  Canada  who  have  no  access  to  a dedicated  distribution  service 
such  as  TVNC.  TVNC  is  already  licensed  nationally  and  our  goal  is  to  allow 
all  Canadians  to  see  the  talent  that  exists  within  aboriginal  communities 
and  encourage  everyone  to  watch  programs  that  support  aboriginal  culture." 

TVNC  will  be  broadcasting  several  new  programs  this  fall  by  TVNC  members. 
Inuit  Broadcasting  Corporation  is  producing  Makkuttunut  Ni j jausi jarniq 
(Youth  Concert  Series)  which  will  feature  young  Inuit  performers.  The 
series  will  run  for  13  weeks  and  will  profile  young  talent  from  across 
Nunavut  as  they  perform  in  music,  drama  and  other  forms  of  entertainment. 
This  new  series  has  received  support  from  Telefilm  Canada.  A 
college-level  course  called  Introduction  to  Business  is  in  the  works  from 
Native  Communications  Society  of  the  western  NWT.  The  one  hour  weekly 
program  is  designed  for  distance  education  and  is  to  assist  aboriginal 
entrepreneurs  or  others  wanting  a basic  business  education.  Vignettes  are 
also  being  produced  by  ICSL  for  the  Nunavut  Planning  Commission  as  well  as 
preliminary  work  for  a live  broadcast  from  Ottawa  when  Nunavut  officially 
becomes  Canada's  newest  territory  on  April  1,  1999. 

TVNC  members  continue  to  provide  a wide  variety  of  weekly  programs  on  TVNC 
including:  children's  programs,  general  interest  educational  programming, 
cultural  and  current  affairs,  documentary  features;  phone-in  and  community 
discussion  programs,  and  live  and  special  events. 

TVNC  is  also  the  only  network  where  viewers  can  watch  proceedings  of  the 
NWT  Legislature  in  eight  languages  and  the  only  place  to  watch  the  Lebret 
Eagles,  an  aboriginal  junior  A hockey  team  in  Saskatchewan. 

TVNC  is  pleased  to  support  aboriginal  producers  and  currently  coordinates 
a number  of  awards  including  the  Telefilm  Canada/TVNC  aboriginal  production 
award  and  participation  in  the  Ross  Charles  Award  as  well  as  distributing 
funds,  including  the  administration  of  the  NCI/ACL  aboriginal  fund  to 
assist  producers  gain  access  to  public  and  private  funding  for  their 
productions.  TVNC  is  also  committed  to  broadcasting  new  programming.  In 
the  past  three  months,  TVNC  has  signed  letters  of  interest  to  broadcast 
nearly  a dozen  new  works  by  both  independent  aboriginal  producers  and  TVNC 
members  which  are  currently  in  production. 

Television  Northern  Canada  is  a nationally-licensed  aboriginal  television 
network  that  broadcasts  nearly  100  hours  per  week  of  original  aboriginal 
programming  in  English,  French  and  nearly  15  different  aboriginal 
languages.  TVNC  has  become  a first  level  of  service  in  the  North  since  it 
began  broadcasting  in  1992.  The  majority  of  TVNC  programming  is  provided 
by  TVNC  programming  members:  Inuit  Broadcasting  Corporation;  Inuvialuit 
Communications  Society;  ; Native  Communications  Society  of  the  Western 
NWT;  Northern  Native  Broadcasting,  Yukon;  OKalaKatiget  Society;  Taqramiut 
Nipingat  Inc.,  Government  of  the  Northwest  Territories;  Yukon  College. 
Associate  member  programmers  include:  CBC  North;  Kativik  School  Board; 
Labrador  College;  and  WaWatay  Native  Communications  Society. 

For  more  information: 

Communications  Coordinator  (613)  567-1550 
e-mail:  tvnc@sonetis.com 
Scheduling  Manager  (403)  669-7299 

The  electronic  version  of  this  press  release  is  available  on  TVNC's  web 
site  at:  www.tvnc.ca 

"RE : Indian  Ballerinas  To  Be  Honored"  

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Date:  Thu,  9 Oct  1997  10:27:40  -0400  (EDT) 

Subj : Ballerina's  in  OK  to  be  Honored 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Subj:  NEWS:Oklahoma ' s Indian  Ballerinas  To  Be  Honored  as  Treasures 
Date:  97-10-08  13:22:48  EDT 
From:  FireSpeak 


To:  NASC  Swan 


Newsworks  News  (Keyword  to: 

http : //www. newsworks . com/NewsWorks/jump/1, 1199 , ,00 . html?dest_url=www%2Enewswor 
ks%2Ecom%2FNewsWorks%2Fnews%2Ffront%2Fl%2C1112%2Ccapital%2D6657%2C00%2Ehtml) 

Oklahoma's  Indian  Ballerinas  To  Be  Flonored  as  Treasures 
By  Dames  D.  Watts  Dr.  World  Entertainment  Writer 
10/8/97 

Five  of  this  state's  most  famous  artists  --  the  women  collectively  known 
as  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Ballerinas  --  will  be  awarded  a unique  honor 
Wednesday,  when  they  are  named  as  Oklahoma  Treasures. 

The  five  women  --  Tulsan  Moscelyne  Larkin  (Shawnee-Peoria) , Yvonne 
Chouteau  (Shawnee-  Cherokee),  Rosella  Hightower  (Choctaw),  Maria 
Tallchief  (Osage)  and  Marjorie  Tallchief  (Osage)  --  each  earned 
international  fame  in  the  dance  world,  while  never  forsaking  their 
Oklahoma  roots. 

The  ceremony  will  take  place  as  part  of  the  1997  Governor's  Arts  Awards, 
presented  at  4 p.m.  Wednesday  at  the  State  Capitol  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Wednesday's  events  mark  the  first  time  these  women  have  come  together 
since  the  1991  Governor's  Arts  Awards,  when  the  mural  "Flight  of 
Spirit,"  created  by  artist  Mike  Larsen  in  honor  of  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Ballerinas,  was  unveiled. 

This  is  only  the  third  time  the  Oklahoma  Treasure  designation  has  been 
bestowed.  The  first  artist  so  honored  was  Chickasaw  storyteller  Te  Ata 
Fisher  in  1987.  Comanche  painter,  musician  and  flute-maker  Doc  Tate 
Nevaquaya  was  selected  an  Oklahoma  Treasure  in  1995. 

The  idea  for  Oklahoma  Treasures  came  from  the  Dapanese  Living  Treasures 
program.  To  be  designated  an  Oklahoma  Treasure  an  artist  must  "have  been 
born  or  practiced  their  skill,  talent  or  knowledge  as  a citizen  of 
Oklahoma;  be  a bearer  of  intangible  cultural  assets;  have  received  prior 
recognition  for  their  skills,  talent  or  knowledge;  and  have  outstanding 
artistic  or  historical  worth." 

"We  all  feel  very  honored,  and  very  surprised,  at  this,"  Miss  Larkin 
said.  "It  is  wonderful  that  our  state  remembers  us,  and  the  things  that 
we  have  done.  Dance  is  the  way  Native  American  people  express 
themselves,  and  for  Oklahoma  to  honor  that  is  a very  special  thing  for 
Native  Americans. 

"But  Oklahoma  has  always  been  aware  and  appreciative  of  its  Native 
American  heritage,  and  of  the  arts,"  she  said.  "Something  like  the 
Summer  Arts  Institute  (held  at  Quartz  Mountain)  is  really  an  incredible 
concept,  something  that  represents  not  only  all  the  arts  but  also  all 
people.  That  says  something  good  about  Oklahoma." 

Each  of  the  women  will  be  presented  with  traditional  dance  shawls, 
handcrafted  by  Adeline  Dubois,  with  designs  that  are  representative  of 
each  woman's  tribe. 

The  past  year  has  seen  renewed  interest  in  the  five  women's  lives  and 
career.  Former  Tulsa  Tribune  dance  critic  Lili  C.  Livingston  chronicled 
the  lives  of  the  Tallchief  sisters,  Hightower  and  Chouteau  in  the 
acclaimed  book  "American  Indian  Ballerinas,"  published  by  the  University 
of  Oklahoma  Press.  Maria  Tallchief  in  December  was  one  of  the  recipients 
of  the  Kennedy  Center  Honors,  and  published  her  autobiography  earlier 
this  year. 

Miss  Larkin,  who  serves  as  artistic  director  emerita  of  Tulsa  Ballet, 
the  company  she  founded  with  her  husband,  the  late  Roman  Dasinski, 
returned  to  the  stage  last  month,  portraying  the  Nurse  in  the  company's 
season  opening  performance  of  "Romeo  and  Duliet." 

The  Governor's  Arts  Awards  will  cap  a full  day  of  arts-related 
activities  at  the  State  Capitol.  The  biennial  Congress  on  the  Arts  and 
Humanities  will  be  held  from  9:30  a.m.  to  3:45  p.m.  in  the  chamber  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  Congress  is  sponsored  by  the  Oklahoma 
Cultural  Commission. 

Governor  and  Mrs.  Frank  Keating  will  also  host  the  Gala  Arts  Benefit 
honoring  this  year's  recipients  of  the  awards,  beginning  at  6:45  p.m.  in 
the  Medallion  Hotel. 


Tulsan  Linda  Frazier,  chair  of  the  Oklahoma  Arts  Council,  and  Betty 
Price,  the  council's  executive  director,  will  officiate  at  the  awards 
ceremony,  where  Gov.  Keating  will  present  awards  for  outstanding 
contributions  and  commitment  to  the  arts  and  culture  in  Oklahoma. 

Among  those  to  receive  awards  this  year  are  Tulsan  Walter  H.  Helmerich 
III  and  the  Tulsa-  based  Citgo  Petroleum  Company,  Muskogee  native  W. 

Richard  West,  director  of  the  National  Museum  of  the  American  Indian  at 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  will  be  named  Cultural  Ambassador  for  the 
State  of  Oklahoma. 

The  1997  Governor's  Arts  Awards  are  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Eleanor 
Kirkpatrick,  longtime  Oklahoma  City  civic  and  community  business  leader. 

"RE : Demography"  

Date:  Fri,  10  Oct  97  08:18:48  -0600 

From:  "Dohn  Berry"<berryj@okway .okstate.edu> 

Subj : Demography  - U.S.  News  and  World  Report 

From  U.S.  News  and  World  Report  Aug  18-25,  1997 

One  of  the  few  certainties:  The  Indian  population  of  North  and  South 
America  suffered  a catastrophic  collapse  after  1492 

George  Catlin,  the  19th-century  artist,  revered  the  American 
Indians-"a  numerous  and  noble  race  of  HUMAN  BEINGS,"  he  called  them, 

"fast  passing  to  extinction."  In  the  1830s,  he  traveled  among  four 
dozen  tribes  to  paint  nearly  600  portraits  and  scenes  of  Indian  life; 
most  now  hang  in  the  Smithsonian.  During  his  visits,  his  hosts  extolled 
the  blissful  age  before  the  settlers  came,  a time  when  tribes  were  much 
larger.  "The  Indians  of  North  America,"  Catlin  would  speculate  in  his 
diary,  "were  16  millions  in  numbers,  and  sent  that  number  of  daily 
prayers  to  the  Almighty." 

Few  contemporaries  agreed  with  Catlin 's  lofty  estimate  of  the  Indian 
population  before  contact  with  the  white  man.  "Twaddle  about  imaginary 
millions,"  scoffed  one  Smithsonian  expert,  reflecting  the  prevailing 
view  that  Indians  were  too  incompetent  to  have  ever  reached  large 
numbers.  Alexis  de  Tocqueville ' s cheery  assertion  that  America  before 
Columbus  was  an  "empty  continent  . . . awaiting  its  inhabitants"  was 
endorsed  by  no  less  than  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau,  which  in  1894  warned 
against  accepting  Indian  "legends"  as  facts.  "Investigation  shows,"  the 
bureau  said,  "that  the  aboriginal  population  within  the  present 
United  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  Columbian  period  could  not  have 
exceeded  much  over  500,000." 

A century  later  the  question  remains  far  from  settled.  But  modern 
scholarship  tends  to  side  with  the  painter.  Some  experts  believe  that 
perhaps  10  million  people  lived  above  the  Rio  Grande  in  1492-twice  as 
many  as  may  have  inhabited  the  British  Isles  at  that  time.  The 
population  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  may  have  exceeded  15th-century 
Europe's  70  million. 

Driving  the  higher  estimates  is  the  relatively  new  view  that  most  of 
America's  Indians  were  wiped  out  by  smallpox,  measles,  and  other  Old 
World  diseases  that  swept  across  the  hemisphere  far  faster  than  the 
Europeans  that  brought  them.  "Population  decay  was  catastrophic,"  concluded 
historian  William  McNeill  in  his  1976  book.  Plagues  and  Peoples. 

But  that  still  leaves  unsolved  the  question  of  how  many  Indians  inhabited 
the  continent  when  the  first  Europeans  arrived.  No  one,  in  fact,  knows  how 
many  people  lived  anywhere  in  those  days,  except  for  perhaps  a city  or  two 
in  Europe.  The  first  national  censuses  occurred  centuries  later:  1749  in 
Sweden,  1790  in  the  fledgling  United  States,  1801  in  France  and  Britain;  it 
was  1953  when  China  took  a complete  count. 

George  Catlin 's  means  of  counting  Indians-the  guesstimate-was  the  only 
method  in  his  day.  It  was  the  same  method  the  Census  Bureau  used  in 
1894  when  it  haughtily  dismissed  his  idea  that  millions  of  Indians  once 
inhabited  the  country. 

The  expert  whose  figures  would  dominate  scholarly  thought  for  the  first 
half  of  this  century,  Smithsonian  ethnologist  Dames  Mooney,  did  his 


share  of  guessing,  too.  Mooney  pored  through  historical  documents  for 
accounts  of  tribal  populations  made  by  soldiers,  missionaries,  and  others. 
But  he  suspected  that  his  sources  routinely  exaggerated-soldiers  to  paint 
their  conquests  as  more  heroic,  missionaries  to  pad  their  tallies  of  souls 
saved.  So  he  often  took  the  lowest  count  he  could  find  and,  to  be  safe, 
reduced  it.  His  ultimate  tribe-by-tribe  estimate,  published  in  1928,  showed 
an  Indian  population  of  1,150,000  north  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Mooney  was  estimating  the  population  not  in  1492  but  in  periods  that 
followed  initial  contacts  with  white  men-including  encounters  in  the 
American  West  as  late  as  the  19th  century.  The  common  assumption  in 
his  day  was  that  the  Indians  the  whites  came  upon  were  probably  as 
numerous  as  the  Indians  of  1492.  That's  what  anthropologist  Alfred 
Kroeber  believed  in  1934  when  he  produced  an  estimate  of  the  entire 
hemisphere's  pre-Columbian  population  that  dominated  academic  thought 
into  the  1960s.  Kroeber  took  Mooney's  tally,  shrank  it  a bit,  and 
extrapolated  the  figures  to  the  rest  of  North  and  South  America.  With 
a map  and  a device  called  a planimeter,  he  measured  off  various 
cultural  areas  and  assigned  each  a population  density.  For  the  eastern 
United  States,  he  averaged  fewer  than  1 person  per  square  mile.  For 
the  many  regions  below  the  Rio  Grande-the  lands  of  the  Incas  and  Aztecs 
and  others  that  obviously  had  been  much  more  populous-he  assigned  much 
higher  densities.  He  multiplied  the  densities  by  the  square  miles  in 
each  region  and  concluded  that  8.4  million  people  inhabited  the  Americas 
in  1492.  They  were  neatly  divided:  4.2  million  in  North  America  and  4.2 
million  in  South  America  and  the  Caribbean. 

<snip> 

No  one  since  Kroeber  has  made  an  estimate  so  low.  In  the  past  40 
years,  scholars  have  sifted  through  thousands  of  volumes-from 
16th-century  Spanish  reports  of  baptisms,  marriages,  and  tax 
collections  in  Mexico  to  17th-century  accounts  of  epidemics  in  New 
England.  Where  the  data  failed  to  provide  direct  answers,  the  experts 
devised  ingenious  ways  to  draw  inferences  from  them.  Explorers,  for 
instance,  rarely  estimated  total  populations;  they  tended  to  report  only 
the  number  of  warriors.  Scholars  now  multiply  the  warrior  counts  by  a 
correction  factor  such  as  5 to  come  up  with  a total  that  includes  women, 
children,  and  old  men.  Multiples  likewise  are  applied  to  baptisms, 

Indian  buildings,  even  canoes  and  acres  of  beans  and  corn. 

Archaeological  sites  containing  heaps  of  oyster  shells  have  been  used 
to  estimate  how  many  oysters  were  eaten  and  thus  how  many  Indians 
ate  them. 

By  the  1960s,  scholars  were  concluding  that  just  one  spot-central 
Mexico-once  had  three  times  as  many  Indians  as  Kroeber  had  estimated 
in  the  whole  hemisphere. 

The  highest  estimate  ever,  made  in  1966,  was  supported  by  a provocative 
theory.  Anthropologist  Henry  Dobyns  argued  that  disease  reduced  the 
Indian  population  by  95  percent  or  more  throughout  the  hemisphere  - a 
"depopulation  ratio"  that,  he  said,  has  commonly  occurred  even  in  modern 
times  when  epidemics  strike  peoples  with  no  immunity.  Dobyns  took  Indian 
populations  at  their  nadirs-their  lowest  levels  and  multiplied  the 
numbers  by  20  or  25.  In  America  above  the  Rio  Grande,  for  instance,  the 
Indian  population  hit  bottom  early  in  this  century  when  census  figures 
reported  490,000;  by  Dobyns' s calculation  that  means  between  9.8  million 
and  12.2  million  Indians  once  inhabited  what's  now  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  For  the  hemisphere,  he  estimated  a 1492  population  of  90 
million  to  112.5  million. 

Critics  suspect  Dobyns  assumed  too  much.  Epidemics,  they  say,  were 
probably  not  as  frequent  or  lethal  as  he  claimed.  Dobyns,  who  retired 
without  revising  his  count,  agrees  that  his  method  is  simplistic;  he 
proposed  it  "for  lack  of  something  better,"  he  says,  and  localized 
studies,  if  thorough,  can  be  more  accurate.  A colleague's  on-the-scene 
research  in  Peru,  for  instance,  convinced  Dobyns  that  his  Inca  empire 
estimate  of  30  million  to  37  million  Indians  was  perhaps  20  million 
too  high.  But  in  the  31  years  since  his  Current  Anthropology  article, 

Dobyns  has  measured  other  regional  populations  with  tools  that  other 
scholars  use-warrior  counts,  food  availability,  and  the  like-and  "fairly 


consistently"  found  that  his  1966  assumptions  were  too  low.  He  now  believes 
that  Florida  in  1492  had  perhaps  700,000  Indians  - several  times  what  he 
concluded  in  1966.  His  article  estimated  the  Caribbean's  1492  population  at 
a half  million;  he  now  agrees  with  other  scholars  that  it  was  5 million  or 
more . 

How  close  will  scholars  ever  come  to  the  real  numbers?  A recent  effort 
by  geographer  William  Denevan  to  reconcile  the  many  conflicting 
estimates,  by  using  the  best  findings  of  various  scholars,  concludes 
that  54  million  people  inhabited  the  Americas  in  1492,  including  3.8 
million  above  the  Rio  Grande.  But  how  meaningful  such  numbers  are  is  the 
question.  With  decades  of  careful  research,  historian  Woodrow  Borah 
once  predicted,  scholars  eventually  may  produce  an  estimate  with  a margin 
of  error  of  30  to  50  percent.  "If  I had  to  pick  the  most  unanswerable 
question  in  the  world  to  get  into  heaven,  that  would  be  a good  choice," 
says  David  Henige,  a historian  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  Madison  and 
author  of  the  forthcoming  book  Numbers  From  Nowhere.  "It  is  absolutely 
impossible  to  answer.  Yet  people  have  written  tens  of  thousands  of  pages 
on  it." 

Even  if  the  absolute  total  is  forever  unknowable,  there  are  other 
numbers  that  tell  a haunting  tale.  In  the  1960s,  a Berkeley  geographer, 

Carl  Sauer,  cited  evidence  of  a 1496  census  that  Columbus's  brother 
Bartholomew  ordered  for  tax  purposes  on  Hispaniola  (now  Haiti  and  the 
Dominican  Republic).  The  Spanish  counted  1.1  million  Indians.  Since 
that  sum  covered  only  Hispaniola's  Spanish-controlled  half  and 
excluded  children,  Sauer  concluded  that  3 million  Indians  once 
inhabited  the  island.  But  a generation  after  1492,  a Spanish  resident 
reported  Hispaniola's  Indian  population  had  shrunk  below  11,000. 

The  island's  collapse  was  only  a preview.  By  1650,  records  suggest  that 
only  6 million  Indians  remained  in  all  of  North  America,  South  America, 
and  the  Caribbean.  Subtract  6 million  from  even  a conservative  estimate  of 
the  1492  population-like  Denevan 's  consensus  count  of  54  million-and  one 
dreadful  conclusion  is  inescapable:  The  150  years  after  Columbus's 
arrival  brought  a toll  on  human  life  in  this  hemisphere  comparable  to 
all  of  the  world's  losses  in  World  War  II. 

"RE : Commemorating  Columbus"  

Date:  Thu,  09  Oct  1997  18:03:50  -0700 
From:  "Karen  3.  Gould"  <kjg@rust.net> 

Subj : Re:  Columbus  Day... 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

This  came  thru  another  list  just  now,  thought  you'd  find  it  "interesting" 
Historical  Note: 

COMMEMORATING  COLUMBUS 

The  day  Columbus  departed  from  Spain  was  the  same  day  as  the 
deadline  for  the  lews  to  leave  Spain,  his  ships  had  to  wait  in 
line  to  leave  the  harbor  behind  the  dozens  of  ships  loaded  with 
lews  being  exiled. 

The  first  item  given  to  the  natives  met  by  the  lost  Spanish  were 
little  brass  bells. 

Those  little  bells  distributed  to  the  Indians  as  the  first  gift 
a short  time  later  became  the  measure  of  tribute  in  gold  that  had 
to  be  paid  to  the  Spanish.  Each  adult  was  required  to  pay  a bell 
full  of  gold  each  week  or  lose  a finger,  toe,  hand,  arm,  foot, 
leg,  etc. 

The  estimated  Indian  population  of  the  Caribbean  islands  in  1492 
was  5 million.  On  the  Island  of  Hispanola  (modern  day  Haiti  and 
the  Dominican  Republic)  the  population  in  1496  was  estimated  at 
about  3 million,  and  within  one  generation  of  European  occupation 
it  was  reduced  to  below  11,000.  On  other  islands  like  Cuba, 

Puerto  Rico,  and  what  are  now  the  Virgin  Islands  the  entire 
Native  Indigenous  populations  were  totally  eradicated. 

Current  estimates  of  Indian  populations  in  the  Western  Hemisphere 
in  1492  are  112.5  Million  plus  with  about  20-50  Million  north  of 


the  Rio  Grande.  By  1890  the  population  north  of  the  Rio  Grande 
was  reported  at  about  248,000  and  although  there  is  no  actual 
reports  for  the  entire  Hemisphere,  some  scholars  estimate  it  was 
as  low  as  6.7  Million. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Thu,  16  Oct  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Native  Americans  who  are  incarcerated  in  prisons  around  the 
country  and  who  want  correspondents  from  among  Native  People. 

I don't  make  distinctions  between  those  who  may  be  imprisoned 
for  real  crimes  and  those  who  may  have  been  guilty  of  nothing  more  than 
being  Indian.  For  this  reason,  I do  encourage  correspondents  to 
be  cautious.  Especially  be  aware  that  some  things  we  take  for  granted 
as  a part  of  our  ceremonies  are  very  much  contraband  in  the  prison 
system.  Always  ask  what  is  permitted  before  you  send  anything.  In  most 
prisons,  the  chaplain  can  be  a conduit  for  ceremonial  items  a prisoner 
cannot  receive  directly. 

My  appreciation  to  Thomas  Sunhawk,  who  provided  much  of  my  current 
Native  Prisoner  pen  pal  list,  and  to  encourage  readers  to 
visit  Laura  Brooks  homepage  for  the  complete  list,  which  includes 
her  original  list,  Sunhawk' s list,  and  the  list  I started  with  from  our 
friend  River.  Laura's  site  is  at  http://www.geocities.com/capitolhill/9118. 
You'll  also  find  good  discussions  there  about  Native  prisoner  religious 
rights  and  other  legal  issues  and  some  great  links. 

>From  Laura  Brooks'  website: 


DuBry,  Lloyde  S. 

#42142  K-202 
LCF  PO  Box  2 
Lansing,  KS  66043 
Date  of  Birth:  3/20/60 
Ancestry:  Sioux/Black  Foot 

East,  Dackie  Wayne 
2294  Slagle  Rd 
Leesville,  LA  71446 

Edmonds,  Harold 
#209-651 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/5/37 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Ellis,  Allen  Ray 
#254-342 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  11/5/53 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Emrick,  Randall  Frank 

#306-307 

PO  Box  59 

Nelsonville,  OH  45764 
Date  of  Birth:  8/4/56 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Eriksen,  lames  Harold 

#860-138 

PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  12/20/58 

Evans,  George 
#192919 

18701  Old  Hwy  66 
Pacific,  MO  63069 
Date  of  Birth:  4/27/60 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Fraley,  Randall  Allen 
#262-762 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  5/5/59 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Frock,  Louise 

#255678 

MBCC-EHU 

P.O.  Box  11492 

Oklahoma  City,  OK  73136 


>From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 


Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace) 

Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 

"OH"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 

For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 

or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 

Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Both  Laura  and  I would  greatly  appreciate  knowing  about  any  other 
Native  inmate  needing  contact.  Please  send  all  correspondence  to 
evestar@juno . com 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sun,  12  Oct  1997  22:28:03  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Subj : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  24 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT- FILM@MAELSTROM . ST30HNS . EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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GOD  WILL  SPRINKLE  SUNSHINE 


If  you  should  see  a fellow  man  with  trouble's  flag  unfurled. 
An'  lookin'  like  he  didn't  have  a friend  in  all  the  world. 

Go  up  and  slap  him  on  the  back,  and  holler,  "How  d'you  do?" 

And  grasp  his  hand  so  warm  he'll  know  he  has  a friend  in  you. 
Then  ax  him  what's  a-hurtin'  him,  an'  laugh  his  cares  away. 

And  tell  him  the  darkest  night  is  just  afore  the  day. 

Don't  talk  in  graveyard  palaver,  but  say  it  right  out  loud. 

That  God  will  sprinkle  sunshine  in  the  trail  of  every  cloud. 

This  world  at  best  is  but  a hash  of  pleasure  and  of  pain; 

Some  days  are  bright  and  sunny,  and  some  all  sloshed  with  rain. 
And  that's  just  how  it  ought  to  be,  for  when  the  clouds  roll  by 
We'll  know  just  how  to  'predate  the  bright  and  smiling  sky. 

So  learn  to  take  it  as  it  comes,  and  don't  sweat  at  the  pores 
because  the  Lord's  opinion  don't  coincide  with  yours; 

But  always  keep  rememberin, ' when  cares  your  path  enshroud. 

That  God  has  lots  of  sunshine  to  spill  behind  the  cloud. 

- DAMES  WHITECOMB  RILEY. 


AN  INDIAN  GIRL  OF  PLUCK. 


Superintendent  Ralph  P.  Collins,  of  Kearns  Canyon,  Arizona,  in  his  last 
annual  report  gives  a picture  of  pluck  on  the  part  of  an  Indian  girl  that 
is  interesting  to  read.  We  have  met  Superintendent  Collins  personally 
and  have  heard  him  relate  experiences  in  which  he  unconsciously  portrayed 
the  same  domineering  perseverance  and  pluck  in  overcoming  obstacles  while 
building  up  his  flourishing  school,  as  was  manifested  on  the  part  of  his 
pupil,  so  graphically  pictured.  Then,  from  the  Superintendent,  this  brave 
Indian  girl  no  doubt  imbibed  the  spirit  which  led  her  away  from  her 
people,  into  a life  of  usefulness. 

The  Story. 

Mr.  Collins  says: 

One  of  the  original  leaders  of  the  objectors  among  the  Oreibas  had  his 
girl  taken  and  put  into  school  five  years  ago. 

He  often  visited  her  in  school  and  while  admitting  that  she  was  healthy, 
happy  and  gaining  in  knowledge  while  there,  yet  he  still  persisted  in 
objecting  to  schools,  and  when  she  came  home  in  vacation  he  tried  to  keep 
her  there. 

But  the  girl  knew  that  she  was  better  off  at  school  and  she  had  as 
much  determination  as  her  father,  so  shortly  after  school  opened  she  watch 
ed  her  chance  and  one  day  while  her  father  was  away  in  the  field  she  ran 
off  to  school. 

The  next  summer  when  she  came  home  he  tore  her  school  clothes  into 
shreds,  abused  her  shamefully,  and  told  her  that  if  she  ever  went  to  school 
again  she  need  never  return  home. 

When  the  fall  term  opened  she  deliberately  walked  off  to  school  and 
has  never  returned  home  yet. 

She  married  a schoolboy  in  a progressive  family  in  much  better 
circumstances  than  she  would  ever  have  had  at  her  father's  home. 


RUN  IT  BY  WATER. 


This  little  anecdote  was  sent  to  us  in  the  shape  of  a clipping,  from 
Miss  Rubinkam,  whom  so  many  of  our  boys  know  very  well,  and  while  out  in 
their  country  homes  were  taught  by  her  in  the  Newtown,  Bucks  Co., 

Presbyterian  Sunday  School. 

The  story  goes: 

A young  lumberman  of  Northern  Minnesota,  whose  habits  of  drinking  had 
given  the  "blind  staggers"  to  his  business,  reformed  and  ran  his  saw  mill 
with  profit.  While  in  the  transition  period  he  met  Tom,  an  old  friend. 

"How  are  you?"  asked  Tom. 

"Pretty  well,  thank  you;  but  I have  just  seen  a doctor  to  have  him  examine 
my  throat . " 


"What's  the  matter?" 

"Well,  the  doctor  couldn't  give  me  any  encouragement.  At  least,  he  could 
not  find  what  I want  to  find." 

"What  did  you  expect  him  to  find?" 

"I  asked  him  to  look  down  my  throat  for  the  saw  mill  and  farm  that  had 
gone  down  there  in  drink." 

"And  did  he  see  any  thing  of  them?" 

"No;  but  he  advised  me  if  ever  I got  another  mill  to  run  it  by  water." 


Notice!  Volume  XIII  begins  this  week,  with  a newly  cast  heading,  and 
sharp  column-rules,  and  we  stand  ready  for  new  subscriptions. 

Miss  Daisy  Dixon  is  attending  the  Kansas  University  this  year.  She  has 
a new  road  wagon  and  drives  in  from  home.  --[The  Indian  Leader,  Haskell 
Institute,  Lawrence,  Kan. 

Princeton  tomorrow;  Yale  at  New  York,  Oct.  23;  Gettysburg  at  Gettysburg 
Oct.  30;  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia,  Nov.  6;  Brown  at 
Providence,  R.I,  Nov.  13;  Illinois  University  at  Chicago,  Nov.  20; 

University  of  Cincinnati  at  Cincinnati,  Nov.  25. 

The  electric  lights  were  turned  on  in  the  girls'  building  for  the  first 
time  on  September  9,  and  in  the  boys'  building  on  the  15th.  Mrs.  Johnson 
and  Mr.  Allen  thought  a celebration  was  in  order,  so  gave  a reception 
for  the  double  purpose  of  celebrating  the  disappearance  of  the  kerosene 
lamps  and  to  give  the  employees  and  large  boys  an  opportunity  of  making  the 
acquaintance  of  the  new  boys.  -[Haskell  Indian  Leader. 

Our  boys  played  their  second  football  game  of  the  season,  last  Saturday, 
defeating  the  strong  Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School  team  by  a score  of 
26  to  0.  Two  halves  of  20  and  15  minutes  were  played.  4 touchdowns  and 
2 goals  were  scored  in  the  first  half.  In  the  second  half  our  goal  was 
threatened,  but  our  boys  held  the  Normals  for  seven  downs,  blocked  their 
try  at  goal,  and  Cayou  getting  the  ball  scored  another  touchdown.  Hudson 
was  succeeded  at  quarter  by  Eastman  early  in  the  game.  Our  treatment  was 
very  cordial  and  the  game  pronounced  by  all  as  absolutely  clean.  We  have 
never  had  any  other  name  except  from  the  Carlisle  Herald  reporter,  in 
his  account  of  the  Dickinson-Indian  game  two  weeks  ago.  Enough  testimony 
from  people  friendly  to  Dickinson,  however,  has  been  received  to  show  that 
the  Herald  reporter  made  incorrect  statements  as  far  as  the  conduct  of 
the  Indians  was  concerned. 

Professor  Bakeless'  talk  to  the  school  last  Saturday  was  most  earnest 
and  strong  and  he  held  the  closest  attention  of  his  audience.  He  read  the 
10th  chapter  of  Proverbs  and  took  from  its  teachings  his  subject.  Know 
your  opportunities.  The  education  of  the  head,  heart  and  hand  is  the  only 
education  that  is  worth  anything.  A well-trained  head,  a body  thoroughly 
under  control  and  a heart  that  is  right  in  its  own  sight  and  in  the  sight 
of  God  is  the  man  of  character.  Opportunity  is  bald  on  the  back  of  his 
head.  We  can't  catch  opportunity  after  he  has  passed.  He  must  be  grasped 
by  the  forelock.  Those  who  have  run  away  from  opportunity  are  regretting, 
this  day,  that  they  have  not  the  well-trained  hand  to  take  the  positions 
that  are  open  to  them.  We  must  be  honorable  and  square  in  all  our 
business  relations.  Don't  be  a fifty  cent  man,  that  is,  don't  sell  your 
honor  for  fifty  cents. 

Miss  Luzena  Choteau,  class  '92,  who  has  been  for  several  years  supporting 
herself  in  Chicago,  has  sent  for  her  Uncle  and  Aunt  with  whom  she  makes 
her  home  when  in  the  Indian  Territory,  to  come  to  Chicago.  There  are 
two  sons  of  whom  she  says,  "I  want  the  boys  to  take  the  opportunity  of  the 
schools.  Chicago  is  only  another  name  for  opportunity,  and  if  they  are 
sensible  they  will  improve,  and  I know  they  will."  They  live  in  a 
convenient  flat  and  will  be  known  as  citizens  of  Chicago,  proud  no  doubt  of 
their  Indian  blood,  which  they  have  a right  to  be  proud  of  when  able  to 
demonstrate  as  they  are  doing  that  the  Indian  can  stand  by  the  side  of  the 
white  man  and  live.  Luzena,  thy  name  is  "pluck." 

The  "Juvenile  Football  team,"  made  their  first  appearance  last  Saturday 
afternoon,  against  the  "mighty  scrubs,"  and  succeeded  in  out-playing  the 
"scrubs"  and  piled  up  28  points  while  the  "scrubs"  held  down  the  goose-egg. 
The  line-up  of  the  "Juveniles"  is  as  follows:  Left-end,  Frank  Beaver; 
left-tackle,  Hugh  Leider;  left  guard.  Nelson  Hare;  centre,  Corbett  Lawyer; 


right  guard,  loel  Cornelius;  right-tackle,  Richard  Hendricks;  right-end, 
George  Bacon;  quarterback,  Dahnela  lessan;  left  halfback,  Caleb  Sickles; 
right  halfback,  Albert  Silas;  full-back,  Willie  Little  Hawk;  Substitutes, 
Russell  White  Bear,  Whitney  Powlas  and  Rienzi  Moore.  A.  1UV. 

You  want  a new  pair  of  skates  for  winter?  A boy  can't  earn  them  more 
quickly  than  by  soliciting  for  the  HELPER.  Last  year,  there  was  a boy  who 
made  several  dollars  in  a few  minutes.  How?  Why,  he  asked  a friend  of 
the  Indian  and  one  who  was  also  a friend  to  himself  to  speak  for  the  HELPER 
at  a large  gathering  of  Friends,  and  to  tell  them  that  the  boy  would 
take  subscriptions.  He  was  loaded  down  with  names  and  money  in  a very 
short  time.  That  is  the  way  to  do  it. 

154  of  our  girls  subscribed  for  the  HELPER  this  week  for  themselves  and 
for  their  friends  in  the  west,  whom  they  wish  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
school.  The  girls  are  wide  awake.  We  are  expecting  a long  list  from  the 
boys  in  a few  days.  If  the  pupils  have  friends  to  whom  they  cannot  write 
every  week  and  yet  wish  them  to  know  what  is  going  on  at  the  school, 
there  is  no  better  way  to  keep  them  informed  than  by  subscribing  for  the 
HELPER  for  them. 

Mr.  See-All  is  a wonderful  man!  He  asks  questions  that  sort  of  answer 
themselves . 


Capt.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  are  expected  home  tomorrow. 

Little  "bandmaster"  Edmund  Wheelock  is  getting  to  be  the  idol  of  the 
school . 

Kendall  Paul  who  hurt  his  hand  pretty  badly  on  the  press  is  again  at 
the  case  and  other  duties. 

Mrs.  Beitzel  is  very  much  worse.  Mr.  Beitzel  is  with  his  wife  at  her 
parents'  home  near  Williams'  Grove. 

Why  is  the  singing  so  much  better  at  opening  exercises?  Because  the 
pupils  are  not  forgetting  their  singing  books. 

Since  Mr.  See-All  has  arrived  we  have  already  found  it  necessary  to 
employ  a fighting  editor.  Who  is  he?  Call  and  see. 

Miss  Annie  Morton,  '98  is  Miss  Cummins'  faithful,  competent  and 
ever-willing  first  assistant  at  the  desk,  in  Miss  Ely's  absence. 

Miss  Olifia  lohannsdottir  has  made  a flag  this  week  which  represents  the 
colors  of  the  Iceland  W.C.T.U.  She  will  use  it  at  the  Toronto  Convention. 

The  pupils  of  the  Normal  Department  are  making  a study  of  weeds  for  thei 
autumn  nature  work.  Some  of  their  original  reading  lessons  are  very 
pleasing. 

Mr.  Wm.  M.  Leighton,  '96,  directs  that  his  HELPERS  be  sent  hereafter  to 
the  University  of  Minnesota,  instead  of  Crow  Agency,  Montana.  We  may 
guess  the  rest. 

A new  tableau  feature  was  introduced  by  the  Susan  Longstreth  Literary 
Society  at  its  last  meeting.  They  reproduced  one  of  the  Lowe  pictures  as 
a living  scene,  with  very  pleasing  effect. 

No  one  is  more  frequently  or  more  sharply  criticised  than  the  Man-on- 
the-band-stand,  but  did  you  ever  hear  of  him  getting  cross  about  it?  No! 

He  invites  criticism,  and  tries  to  profit  by  it. 

The  girls  are  buying  rugs  for  their  rooms  when  they  have  a little  spare 
cash  and  the  Man-on-the-band-stand  is  pleased  to  see  the  bright,  cheery 
and  home  like  effect  it  has  upon  their  rooms. 

Miss  Ely  can't  get  enough  alcohol  in  Kansas  to  wash  off  a daub  of 
plaster.  She  wanted  some  very  much,  and  tried  her  best  to  get  it.  Who 
dares  to  say  that  prohibition  does  not  prohibit  in  Kansas? 

Mrs.  l.H.  Babbitt,  of  Warren,  California,  foster-mother  of  Pasaquala 
Anderson,  was  here  this  week.  Mrs.  Babbitt  has  been  working  among  the 
Indians  of  Southern  California  for  almost  a decade. 

On  Tuesday,  at  the  opening  exercises  of  school.  Miss  Simmons  sang  in 
excellent  voice  "The  Dove"  by  Arciti,  and  was  accompanied  on  the  piano  by 
Mrs.  Sawyer  and  by  lames  Wheelock,  on  his  clarinet. 

Miss  Ericson  always  makes  visitors  to  her  sloyd  department  welcome,  and 
it  continues  a very  interesting  place  to  go.  She  is  especially  enjoying 
her  new  class  this  year,  and  the  little  boys  and  girls  are  taking  to  their 
attractive  tools  in  a manner  that  means  business.  They  have  made  their 
own  drawing  boards  and  try-squares  comparing  favorably  with  those  purchased 


They  are  now  making  their  own  working-drawings  and  are  doing  beautifully. 

Albert  Weber's  little  sister  bears  the  name  of  Katherine  Connor  Weber. 

Tomorrow  is  to  be  the  great  game  with  Princeton.  In  some  respects 
Princeton  has  the  strongest  team  in  the  country.  Do  we  hope  to  score?  No. 
But  we  hope  to  make  the  Princetonites  work  hard  for  their  gains. 

The  telephone  will  be  closely  watched  tomorrow  evening  after  six  o'clock, 
and  there  will  be  no  more  anxious  and  excited  listener  than  Mrs.  Thompson, 
who,  no  doubt,  if  she  were  a man  and  an  Indian  would  be  playing  fullback 
on  the  Carlisle  team. 

Don't  take  ALL  of  Mr.  See-All's  "whos"  if  they  do  not  fit,  and  if  one 
happens  to  fit  pretty  closely,  hush!  Don't  say  a word.  The  Man-on-the- 
band-stand  gets  more  than  you  do.  Many  people  feel  called  upon  to  criticise 
HIM,  and  that  every  week. 

The  dress  parade  last  Friday  evening  was  the  first  that  the  new  pupils 
had  taken  part  in,  but  so  well  did  they  carry  themselves  that  they  could 
scarcely  be  told  from  the  old.  Such  results  show  that  there  must  have 
been  drill  behind  the  scenes,  and  speaks  well. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon.  Miss  Nana  Pratt  held  a parlor  "Y"  reception  at 
which  Miss  Olifia  lohannsdottir  and  Miss  Ruth  Shaffner  talked  upon 
temperance  and  the  benefits  of  the  Y organization.  A number  of  ladies  from 
Dickinson  College  and  town  were  present. 

If  you  are  going  to  constitute  yourself  another  person's  time  keeper, 
be  very  just.  We  cannot  always  judge  by  appearances.  It  is  possible  for 
a person  to  work  much  harder  and  longer  hours  than  you  are  working  and  yet 
not  have  the  appearance  of  worry  or  work  at  any  time. 

The  society  room  of  the  Susans  has  been  thoroughly  renovated  and  cleaned. 
The  carpet  has  had  last  year's  dust  shaken  from  its  folds,  new  shades 
and  rugs  adorn  the  windows  and  floor,  and  the  edges  have  been  hard 
finished  and  oiled,  all  at  the  expense  of  the  girls  themselves. 

N.  Konishi,  Instructor  and  Director  of  the  School  for  the  Blind,  in 
Tokyo,  Japan,  visited  our  school  on  Wednesday,  keenly  observing  everything 
as  he  passed  through  the  various  departments.  He  is  a Japanese,  and  his 
card  with  lapanese  characters  to  be  read  by  the  blind,  and  with  hand 
pictures  representing  his  name  for  the  deaf,  is  very  interesting. 

Hereafter  no  pupils  from  No.  9 will  be  allowed  to  pass  regularly  to  No 
2E  10  unless  they  can  read  simple  music  readily.  Nos.  10,  11,  and  12  will 
be  tested  by  an  examination  in  vocal  music  during  the  first  week  in 
December.  All  failing  to  read  simple  four-part  music  will  be  conditioned 
and  not  allowed  to  pass  their  grade  until  they  have  made  up  the  deficiency 
2E 

The  talks  this  week  at  opening  exercises  have  been:  "Artificial  Immunity 
from  disease"  vaccination,  anti-toxic  treatment,  etc.,  and  some  of  the 
late  discoveries  in  medical  science,  by  Professor  Bakeless;  "The  history 
of  the  original  United  States  flag,"  which  Mrs.  Stafford  of  Cottage  City, 
M.V.  claims  to  have  in  her  possession.  Miss  Carter;  Miss  Weekley  gave 
a talk  on  the  "Greater  New  York  and  what  it  Comprises",  and  Miss  Cochran's 
subject  was  "The  Saracens  and  their  civilization." 


MR.  SEE-ALL. 

Here  I am  again!  I come  once  in  two  or  three  years.  I may  not  be  able 
to  stay  with  you  long.  I am  on  my  way  to  the  Klondyke.  While  I am  here 
I will  just  ask  a few  questions  about  what  I see  and  hear. 

Whose  tea  party  was  that  in  Cynthia  Webster's  room  the  other  evening? 

Ah!  Didn't  the  girls  enjoy  themselves? 

What  was  the  matter  with  that  cat  in  teachers'  club  kitchen,  last  Monday? 

Who  is  the  lady  with  a handsome  new  gown? 

Who  sits  up  so  late  that  she  is  unfitted  for  her  duties  next  day? 

Who  runs  down  in  health  from  lack  of  sleep  and  calls  it  overwork? 

Who  is  the  bachelor  ball  man  that  can  yell  the  loudest  as  he  runs  up 
stairs? 

Who  is  that  printer  that  sets  type  with  his  type  shoved  down  over  the 
ledge  of  his  case? 

Who  is  the  small  boy  that  is  not  Chinaman  enough  to  read  "star  tea" 
backwards? 

Who  is  that  man  that  gets  an  Indian  to  play  for  him  and  pays  him  only 


half  as  much  as  he  pays  the  white  men  the  same  company? 

Who  is  the  girl  in  the  girls'  quarters,  when  she  saw  a broom  lying 
across  the  hall  the  other  day,  actually  stooped  and  picked  it  up  without 
telling,  and  put  it  away?  A saint,  somebody  called  her;  always  thoughtful 
and  careful,  keeping  things  straight  and  right  even  when  she  does  not  have 
to. 

Who  is  that  young  Indian  with  a business  walk?  Do  you  see  him?  There 

he  goes!  When  they  see  him  coming  the  slow-goers  step  aside.  If  they 

did  not  he  would  run  over  them.  He  will  get  what  he  is  after  long  before 
the  slow-goers  wake  up.  He  is  not  thinking  about  home  and  things  away  off. 

He  is  HERE,  in  body  and  mind,  and  will  get  by  the  shortest  and  best  way 

what  he  came  for. 

What  evening  last  week  was  it  that  the  students  had  such  good  applesauce 
for  supper? 

Who  is  it  that  will  take  two  pieces  of  peach  pie,  when  she  can  get  them? 

Who  is  that  smart  young  man  at  meals  who  nearly  always  has  his  hand  in 
the  air  asking  for  things? 

Who  was  the  shop-man  that  began  to  black  his  boots  and  make  other 
preparations  to  leave  his  work  the  other  evening  ten  minutes  before  the  bell 
rang,  which  fact  was  commented  upon  by  his  boys? 

Who  was  the  young  man  at  lane  Marks'  party  that  ate  as  though  he  was 
hungry,  instead  of  politely  taking  what  was  passed  and  eating  in  a deliberate, 
gentlemanly  manner? 


A LITTLE  SHUT-IN  WRITES  A STORY. 


Little  loe  Nash,  while  at  play  two  weeks  ago,  broke  his  leg.  It  was  the 
upper  part  of  his  leg,  and  he  has  to  lie  in  bed  for  at  least  four  week 
s.  He  does  not  suffer  all  the  time,  and  reads  and  writes  and  studies  when 
he  is  not  laughing  and  joking  and  keeping  other  folks  laughing. 

With  pencil  in  hand,  he  ran  on  something  like  this  the  other  day,  never 
dreaming  that  his  production  would  appear  in  the  HELPER.  But  the  Man-on- 
the-band-stand  got  hold  of  it  as  he  does  so  many  things  that  people  some 
times  do  not  want  him  to,  and  here  it  is: 

Carlisle  Indian  School,  Pennsylvania  was  18  years  old  on  the  sixth  of 
this  month. 

The  first  Indians  that  came  were  dressed  in  paint  and  feathers  right 
from  their  homes  in  the  west. 

They  have  a talk  on  that  subject  every  birthday  of  this  school. 

The  great  crowd  of  lookers-on  stormed  in  front  of  the  boys  and  girls 
as  they  came  through  the  Guard  house  gate  as  if  they  had  just  come  in  from 
the  war  path  and  had  done  a big  pile  of  killing. 

They  soon  had  a Indian  school  at  Carlisle,  which  began  in  the  year 

1879. 

They  have  all  kinds  of  sports  now  days  which  they  play  in  the  east. 

The  sports  namely  are  Running,  Basketball,  Baseball,  and  Football  which 
they  used  to  play  commonly,  but  now  which  is  first  class  playing. 

The  Dickinson  team  used  the  Indians  as  babys,  but  nowdays  the  Dickinson 
boys  stand  no  show  besides  the  Red  and  Old  Gold  which  is  the  Indian  colors. 

The  suits  have  these  colors  which  goes  through  the  line  five  yards  at 
a time  till  they  make  the  mighty  touch  down. 

Give  them  a fair  chance  and  they  will  carry  their  colors  through  any 
storm  of  any  other  colors. 

The  Indians  can  do  a good  many  things  which  they  could  not  before. 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  11  letters. 

My  2,  11,  6 lays  eggs. 

My  4,  3,  1,  7 the  sun  does  every  day. 

Indians  like  to  8,  5,  10,  1. 

If  there  were  none  of  my  7,  9,  6 in  the  world  it  would  be  a better  place. 
My  whole  is  what  the  inhabitants  of  our  school  were  delighted  to  see  on 
Tuesday. 


ANSWER  TO  LAST  WEEK'S  ENIGMA:  Taken  in. 


Respectfully  submitted  by  Barbara  Landis 
Carlisle  Indian  School  Research 
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"RE : Poem:  Winged  Stone"  

Date:  Wed,  01  Oct  1997  22:04:51  -0500 
From:  Nokwisa  Yona  <swillett@ro . com> 

Subj : winged  stone 

UUCP  email 

winged  stone 

old  carving 

seen  in  the  stone 

by  loving  eyes 

pulled  with  careful  hands 

gently 

from  black 

silky  depth 

soft 

ruffled  feathers 
uncarved 

fluffed  by  his  tools 
glistening  eyes 
spark  of  mischief 
still  shining 
little  raven 
hear  it's  laugh 

nokwisa  10/01/97 

- — "RE:  Verse:  Flawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sat,  11  Oct  97  06:55:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Subj : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 
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A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  October  27-Nov  2 

OKAKOPA 

(October) 

(Ikuwa) 

27 

The  sunlight  weaves  dappled  patterns  of  leaves  upon  the  grass. 

28 

Only  the  wind  can  speak  my  true  name. 

29 

The  leaves  sigh  with  the  wind's  caress. 

30 

In  knowledge  lies  the  greatest  power. 

31 

The  moon  is  my  guardian  on  this  night  of  nights. 


NOWEMAPA 

(November) 

(Welehu) 


November  was  the  first  month  of  the  Ho'oilo  season,  which  ran  from 
November  through  April.  This  month  marked  the  season  when  people,  for 
sport,  darted  arrows  made  of  the  flower  stalk  of  the  sugar-cane. 

1 

Know  your  own  heart  as  no  other  can. 

2 

The  reward  for  all  endeavors  is  self-satisfaction. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows  - offline"  

Date:  Thu,  16  Oct  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Subj : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows  not  previously  posted 
to  Mailing  List  NATIVE-L 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Fri,  10  Oct  97  08:29:11  -0600 

From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Subj:  (FWD)  U.  of  Illinois  - Powwow 

Circle  of  Honor  Pow  Wow 

University  of  Illinois  at  Champaign/Urbana  Native  American  Student 
Organization ' s 

2nd  Annual  "Circle  of  Honor  Pow  Wow"  at  the  Armory  at  the 
November  1,  1997 

Native  American  vendors  (food  and  wares)  Host  Drum:  Little  Otter 
Guest  Drums:  Red  Lakes  Singers,  Lake  Delton  Singers,  & Mystic  River 
Contest:  $500  1st  place  for  Men's/Women's  Fancy  Dance  Grand  Entries  at 
lpm  and  7pm. 

Doors  open  at  12  noon. 

Open  to  the  public. 

Admission  $2. 00/adult  or 
$3. 00/family. 

UIUC  students  free. 

Bill  Winneshiek  at  217  244-7582  or 
email:  winneshi@uiuc.edu 
Sponsored  by:  SORF 


Date:  Wed,  08  Oct  1997  00:22:38  -0400 

From:  "Michael  A.  Alvarez"  <bavic@worldnet . att . net> 

Subj : Celebration  ! ! ! 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The  Cultural  Center  of  the  Taino  Nation  of  the  Antilles, Inc . 

is  proud  to  announce: 

The  Day  of  the  Taino  Nation  of  the  Antilles 
Saturday,  November  29,1997 
The  Fifth  Anniversary  of  the  Restoration 
We  will  celebrate  through  ceremony,  traditional  music  and 
dance.  There  will  be  Taino  and  other  Native  American  crafts. 

COME  CELEBRATE  WITH  US  !!!! 
at:  The  EASTERN  DISTRICT  HIGH  SCHOOL 

850  Bushwick  Avenue  (Corner  of  Grand  Street) 
Williamsburg  section  of  Brooklyn,  New  York 
Doors  Open:  11am 
Grand  Entry:  lpm 
Donation:  $ 5.00 

For  more  information  or  vendor  space  call:  (516)  348-0786 

E-mail:  bavic@worldnet.att.net 


Important  Notice  for  clarification: 

For  those  persons  that  may  be  confused, 
the  2 person  private  endeavor  called  "Presencia  Taina" 
is  NOT  related  to  this  Cultural  Center  nor  the  Taino  Nation. 


Date:  Sat,  11  Oct  1997  02:29:26  -0700 

From:  Barbara  Johnson  <barbarajohnson@midco.net> 

Subj : Native  AMerican  Studies  conference 

First  Annual  NATIVE  AMERICAN  STUDIES  CONFERENCE 
February  26-28,  1998 

Keynote  Speakers:  Vine  Deloria,  Jr.  Alvin  Josephy,  Jr. 

Boise  State  University 
Boise,  Idaho 

The  first  and  organizational  conference  of  the  Native  American  Studies 
Conference  is  to  be  held  in  the  Student  Union  Building  on  the  Boise  State 
University  campus  February  26-28,  1998.  The  conference  is  intended  to 
focus  on  a variety  of  issues  pertaining  to  Native  American  Studies  and  of 
interest  to  the  Native  American  community.  Papers/presentations, 
symposia,  workshops,  posters  are  solicited.  Papers  should  conform  to  a 
20-minute  format.  Individuals  interested  in  organizing  symposium  or 
workshops  should  contact  the  Conference  Chair.  Subjects  include 
ethnography,  language,  traditional  cultural  properties,  water  rights, 
tribal  governance,  NAGPRA,  Tribal  historic  preservation,  tourism,  alcoholis 

The  biannual  conference  will  consist  of  concurrent  topical  paper 
sessions,  general  sessions,  symposia  and  poster  sessions.  There  will 
be  keynote  speakers,  an  evening  Powwow  and  an  organizing  session  to 
discuss  conference  themes  for  the  2000  Native  American  Studies 
Conference  (NASC) . Those  interested  in  participating  should  submit 
paper  abstracts  by  December  1,  1997.  Abstracts  should  be  no  more 
than  250  words.  A single  hard  copy  and  a diskette  with  an  abstract 
written  in  WP  6.0/6. 1 or  MSWord  should  be  submitted.  Conference 
proceedings/abstracts  will  be  published  Please  contact  Dr.  McCarl  or 
Dr.  Cox  if  you  have  session  or  program  ideas. 

Registration  Fee:  $25  registration  fee  before  January  5,  1998,  $30 
after  that  date.  The  registration  fee  covers  internal  conference  and 
material  costs  and  covers  morning  and  afternoon  refreshments . 

Travel  Information:  Travel  to  Boise  is  easy  via  a number  of  major 
airline  carriers  including  United,  Delta,  Northwest  and  Southwest 
airlines . 

Access  to  the  university  from  the  airport  via  taxi,  rental  car,  or  bus  is 
quite  easy. 

Hotel  Information:  The  Boise  area  includes  a wide  range  of  hotel/motel 
accommodations  in  various  price  ranges.  A block  of  rooms  has  been 
reserved  at  the  University  Inn  on  the  western  end  of  campus  and  within 
easy  walking  distance  of  the  conference.  There  are  a number  of 
hotel/motels  near  the  airport  including  the  Holiday  Inn,  Super  8,  Quality 
Inn,  Comfort  Inn,  Shilo  Inn  among  others.  The  airport  is  just  over  a 
mile  from  the  university.  Rates  vary  but  range  generally  between  $50-$70 
per  night  for  single/double.  There  are  a limited  number  of  4-person  quad 
suites  with  private  baths  available  on  a non-student  floor  of  the  J.B. 
Barnes  Towers  Residence  Hall.  Rates  range  from  $22/night  for  one 
person  per  quad  suite  to  $9/night  for  three  to  four  people  per  quad 
suite. 

Specific  information  will  be  sent  out  upon  receipt  of  registration. 

Dining:  Boise  offers  a wide  range  of  traditional  and  ethnic  restaurants 
including  local  Basque  food.  The  university  is  situated  near  beautiful 
downtown  Boise,  the  capital  of  Idaho,  where  guests  will  find  a wide 
range  of  restaurants,  eateries  and  shopping.  Meals  are  available  at 
Maggies  and  the  Union  Cafeteria  in  the  Boise  State  University  student 
union  building. 

For  Information  Please  Contact: 

Dr.  Robert  McCarl,  Conference  Chair,  NASC 
Department  of  Anthropology 
1910  University  Drive 


Boise  State  University 
Boise,  Idaho  83725 

(208)  385-4038 

E-mail:  rmmcarl@bsu . idbsu . edu 
FAX:  (208)  385-4329 

Dr.  T.  Virginia  Cox,  Conference  Co-Chair,  NASC 
(208)  385-3408 
E-mail:  tvcox@bsu.idbsu.edu 

Barbara  Johnson,  Ph.D. 
barbarajohnson@midco . net 
511  South  Arch  Street 
Aberdeen,  South  Dakota 
605-229-5988 


Date:  Fri,  10  Oct  97  08:30:14  -0600 

From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway .okstate.edu> 

Subj : (FWD)  Michigan  Tech  U.  - Powwow 

2nd  Annual  MTU  Spirit  of  the  Harvest  Powwow  & Gathering 

The  2nd  Annual  Spirit  of  the  Harvest  Powwow  & Gathering  will  be  held 
at  the  Memorial  Union  Building  on  the  Michigan  Tech  University  Campus 
on  November  8 & 9,  1997  in  Houghton,  MI. 

Odawa  Nation  Singers  will  be  host  drum  from  the  Grand  Traverse  Band. 
The  Second  annual  Native  American  Speaker's  Forum  will  be  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  Powwow  on  Friday,  November  7,  1997.  Don  Coyhis 
is  our  featured  presenter  for  the  day. 

For  more  information,  please  contact 

Carole  or  Doreen  at  the  Native  American  Outreach  Office  on  the  MTU 
campus  at  (906/487-2920)  or  FAX  906/487-3101  or  email- 
cllapoin@mtu .edu,  dgbaron@mtu . edu . 

Carole  LaPointe,  Coordinator 
Native  American  Outreach 

Alumni  House/Department  of  Education  Opportunity  1400  Townsend  Drive 

Houghton,  MI  49931-1295 

906/487-2920 

906/487-3101  (FAX) 

cllapoin@mtu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  23  3ul  1997  07:12:59  EST5EDT 
From:  jomeara@mist . lakeheadu . ca  (John  O'Meara) 

Subj:  29th  Algonquian  Conference  (Thunder  Bay,  Ontario,  24-26  October) 

29th  ALGONQUIAN  CONFERENCE 
THUNDER  BAY,  ONTARIO 
OCTOBER  24-26,  1997 
SECOND  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 

The  29th  Algonquian  Conference  will  take  place  from  October  24-26  1997  in 
Thunder  Bay,  Ontario,  Canada.  The  conference  is  being  organized  by 
Lakehead  University,  Thunder  Bay. 

The  organizers  welcome  topics  from  all  disciplines  relating  to  the 
Algonquian  peoples  (Ojibwe,  Cree,  Micmac,  Delaware,  Blackfoot,  Shawnee, 

Fox,  and  others).  The  Conference  traditionally  deals  with  art, 
archaeology,  ethnology,  history,  linguistics,  music,  literature,  religion, 
and  other  areas.  Contributors  are  encouraged  to  make  their  findings 
comprehensible  to  scholars  in  other  disciplines.  Papers  may  be  delivered 
in  English  or  French.  Each  paper  will  be  allocated  20  minutes  for 
presentation  and  10  minutes  for  discussion. 

The  organizers  are  planning  several  plenary  sessions.  Please  indicate  if 
you  would  be  interested  in  presenting  a paper  which  is  suitable  for  a 
plenary  session. 

Registration  fees  before  October  1,  1997  are  $40  Canadian  ($35  US)  for  non- 
students, $25  ($20  US)  for  students;  after  October  1 they  are  $45  ($40  US) 
for  non-students,  $30  ($25  US)  for  students. 


Please  make  cheques  / money  orders  payable  to  LAKEHEAD  UNIVERSITY. 
Contributors  should  send  titles  and  an  abstract  of  no  more  than  100  words 
by  September  1,  1997  to: 

John  O'Meara 
Faculty  of  Education 
Lakehead  University 
THUNDER  BAY,  ON  P7B  5E1 
CANADA 

For  further  information,  please  contact  John  O'Meara  at  the  above  address; 
telephone  807-343-8054;  fax  807-346-7746;  or  e-mail  3ohn .Omeara@lakeheadu . c 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name:  

Address: 


Telephone: Fax: 

E-mail:  

Title  of  Presentation: 


Abstract: Enclosed To  Follow 

Please  indicate  any  equipment  required.  Please  let  us  know  in  advance  what 
your  requirements  are. 


Cheque  /Money  Order  For  Registration  Fee  Enclosed: 

Before  October  1: Non-student  ($40  CDN/$35  US) Student 

($25  CDN/$20  US) 

After  October  1: Non-student  ($45  CDN/$40  US) Student 

($30  CDN/$25  US) 

TRAVEL  AND  ACCOMMODATION  INFORMATION 
29TH  ALGONQUIAN  CONFERENCE 

Getting  here.  Thunder  Bay  is  approximately  350  miles  (560  kilometres) 
north  of  Minneapolis  and  a similar  distance  east  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba. 
Thunder  Bay  is  served  by  air  with  direct  daily  flights  via  Toronto  and 
Winnipeg  (Air  Canada  and  Canadian  Airlines)  and  via  Minneapolis 
(Northwest).  Participants  planning  to  travel  by  car  or  bus  please  contact 
3ohn  O'Meara  directly  for  more  information  (807-343-8054;  e-mail 
3ohn .Omeara@lakeheadu . ca) . 

Accommodation.  The  designated  hotel  for  the  Algonquian  Conference  is  the 
Prince  Arthur  Hotel,  overlooking  Lake  Superior.  A block  of  rooms  has  been 
reserved  for  the  Conference,  and  all  sessions  will  be  held  at  the  Prince 
Arthur  Hotel. 

Important!!  When  making  reservations,  please  be  certain  to  mention  that 
you  are  attending  the  Algonquian  Conference.  The  more  people  make 
reservations  at  the  Prince  Arthur  for  the  Algonquian  Conference,  the  less 
we  pay  for  meeting  rooms. 

Prince  Arthur  Hotel 
17  North  Cumberland  Street 
Thunder  Bay,  ON  P7K  4K8 
Canada 

1-800-267-2675 
807-345-5411 
Fax  807-345-8565 

Rates:  single  or  double  room  $59  (taxes  not  included) 

Transportation  from  the  airport.  The  Prince  Arthur  Hotel  offers  a free 
shuttle  bus  to  and  from  the  Thunder  Bay  Airport.  When  you  make  your  hotel 
reservation  give  them  your  flight  information  and  the  shuttle  bus  will 
meet  you  at  the  Airport.  Alternatively  you  may  phone  the  Hotel  upon 
arrival  using  the  courtesy  phone  in  the  Airport  lobby.  A taxi  from  the 
Airport  to  the  Prince  Arthur  Hotel  costs  approximately  $15.00  ($10.00 
US). 


Conference  registration . Registration  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  October 
23  from  6-9  pm  in  the  Prince  Arthur  Hotel.  The  registration  desk  will  also 
be  open  on  Friday  and  Saturday. 

John  O'Meara 

Native  Language  Instructors'  Program,  Faculty  of  Education 

Lakehead  University 

Thunder  Bay,  ON  P7B  5E1  Canada 

E-mail:  john.omeara@Lakeheadu.ca  Phone:  807-343-8054  FAX:  807-346-7746 
(WWW:  personal)  http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~jomeara/ 

(WWW:  Native  Languages)  http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~nlpwww/ 

(WWW:  1997  Algonquian  Conference)  http://www.lakeheadu.ca/~AlgConf97/ 


From:  nita(3express . ca  (Philip  Edwards) 

Date:  6 Oct  1997  22:37:08  GMT 

Subj : Vancouver:  FIRST  NATIONS  WOMEN'S  BUSINESS  CONFERENCE  Oct.  27th  & 28th 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

For  more  information  concerning  the  FIRST  NATIONS  WOMEN'S  BUSINESS  CONFERENCE 
in  Vancouver  October  26th  and  27th  please  visit  NITA:  Native  Investment  & 
Trade  Association. 

NITA:  http: //www. native -invest -trade . com 
FIRST  NATIONS  WOMEN'S  BUSINESS  CONFERENCE: 
http : //www. native -in vest -trade. com/conotherl. htm 
For  more  information  please  call 
Bythe  Rogers:  Conference  Coordinator; 

Myrna  Kane:  Office  Administrator;  or, 

Philip  Edwards:  Systems  Adminstrator  at 
Native  Investment  & Trade  Association 

Suite  410  - 890  W.  Pender  Street,  Vancouver,  B.C.  V6C  139, 

Ph:  (604)  684-0880,  Fx:  (604)  684-0881, 

Toll  Free  Ph:  1-800-3370-7743, 

Toll  Free  Fx:  1-888-684-088 


Date:  Wed,  8 Oct  1997  00:11:14  -0700 

Subject:  8th  ANNUAL  AMERICAN  INDIAN  CULTURAL  CELEBRATION, 
University  of  Arizona 
http ://w3. arizona.edu/~narc/ aicc_97.htm 

8th  ANNUAL  AMERICAN  INDIAN 
CULTURAL  CELEBRATION 
University  of  Arizona 

Monday,  October  13 
12:00  - 1:00pm 

Mike  Spotted  Wolf  and  Company 
Drum  and  Dance  Demonstration 
UA  Mall 
2:00  - 3:00pm 
Howard  Rainer 

Native  American  Youth  Forum 
Arizona  Ballroom,  Student  Union 

Tuesday,  October  14 
12:00  - 1:00pm 
Young  Thunder  Nation 
Drum  and  Dance  Demonstration 
UA  Mall 
7:00  - 9:00pm 

3eri  Brunoe  Sampson,  American  Indian  Actress 
Student  Mixer  - "Building  Family  on  Campus" 

Rincon  Room  - Student  Union 


Wednesday,  October  15 
12:00  - 1:00pm 


Young  Thunder  Nation 
Drum  and  Dance  Demonstration 
UA  Mall 
7:00  - 9:00pm 
Gary  Ten  Bear 

Rincon  Room  - Student  Union 

Thursday,  October  16 
12:00  - 1:00pm 
Tohono  O'odham  - Waila  Band 

7:00  - 9:00pm 
Lecture,  Tommy  Begay 
"Incorporating  Native  America  Into 
College  Learning" 

Rincon  Room  - Student  Union 

Friday,  October  17 
4:30  - 6:00pm 
Traditional  Pueblo  Feast 
American  Indian  Graduate  Center 
6:30  - 11pm 

Benefit  Pow-Wow  and  Traditional  Food  Booth 
Presented  by  Tribal  People  United 
UA  Mall  Stage 

[TEXT  BOX:  loin  the  Joint  American  Recruitment  on  Retention  Committee 
and  the  Metropolitan  Tucson  Commission  on  Urban  Indian  Affairs  --  As 
we  welcome  *Mr.  Floward  Rainer*  in  a symposium  titled;  "Celebrating 
over  500  years  of  Native  American  Parental  and  Community  Involvement 
in  the  Education  of  Their  Children"  --  A Native  American  Pride  Event, 
Monday  October  13,  1997,  6:30  pm,  Arizona  Ballroom,  Student  Union] 


Date:  Fri,  10  Oct  97  08:28:00  -0600 

From:  "John  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Subj : (FWD)  Miss.  Choctaw  Veterans  Powwow 

3rd  Annual  Veterans  Day  Weekend  Pow-Wow 

The  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  Indians  are  hosting  their  3rd  Annual 
Veterans  Day  Weekend  Pow-Wow  on  November  7-9,  1997.  It 
will  be  held  on  the  Pearl  River  Recreational  Ballfield  on  the  Choctaw 
Indian  Reservation  in  Philadelphia,  Mississippi. 

Winner  Takes  All  --  Men's  Fancy  & Women's  Fancy  Shawl  Contests  $1,000 
+ Jacket  + Trophy 
Drum  Contest  $1,500 

28  other  categories  ranging  from  $75  to  $700. 

Grand  Entries: 

Friday  7 p.m. 

Saturday  1 p.m.  & 7 p.m. 

Sunday  1 p.m. 

Tickets  are:  $3  daily  or  $7  weekend 

Free  admission  for  6 years  & under.  Veterans  (with  military  ID), 
handicapped  and  senior  citizens. 

For  more  information,  contact  Tim  Willis,  Committee  President  at  (601) 
650-1510. 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors: 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Floop: 

Elsie  Flerten,  Jon  Norstog,  Nokwisa  Yona,  Chris  Coursey,  Nicholas  Wilson, 
Bonnie  Whitesinger  via  Robert  Dorman,  Janet  Smith,  Rebecca  Michele  Lord, 
Karen  J.  Gould,  John  Berry,  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty, 
Barbara  Landis,  Perry  Shepherd,  Debra  F.  Sanders,  Mike  Benwell 


From  gans@netcom.com  Sat  Oct  25  23:31:38  1997 
Date:  Tue,  21  Oct  1997  20:10:53  -0700 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.043 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Triballaw,  AisesNet,  Innu-L, 
Minn-Ind  & Native-L  lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
NASC  News;  UUCP  email;  Indigenous  Environmental  Network 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"There  was  a time  when  we  did  not  know  the  whites  --  our  wants  were 
then  fewer  than  they  are  now.  They  were  always  within  our  control  -- 
we  had  seen  nothing  which  we  could  not  get.  Before  our  intercourse 
with  the  whites  who  have  caused  such  a destruction  in  our  game,  we 
could  lie  down  and  sleep,  and  when  we  awoke  we  would  find  the  buffalo 
feeding  around  our  camp  --  but  now  we  are  killing  them  for  their  skins, 
and  feeding  the  wolves  with  their  flesh,  to  make  our  children  cry  over 
their  bones." 

_ Chief  Petaleshoro,  Pawnee 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  i 

l I 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  j 
| of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 


! Choctaw  Confederacies,  | 

I as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

i so  that  my  forefathers  j 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 
+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 


plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

South  Dakota  winters  are  unforgiving.  Each  year  we  lose  precious 
Elders  who  are  unable  to  withstand  the  dangerous  killer  temperatures . 


This  year  we  may  lose  another  one. 


Cornelia  Quick  Bear,  77,  who  has  been  diagnosed  with  a terminal 
disease,  will  be  evicted  from  HUD  subsidized  low  rent,  Lakota  Homes,  in 
Rapid  City,  S.D. 

The  irony  of  is  that  Mrs.  Quick  Bear  is  not  being  thrown  out  of  the 
only  home  she  has,  for  non  payment  of  rent,  but  because  the  Housing 
Authority  raised  her  rent  from  $141  a month,  to  market  value  of  $625, 
while  she  was  in  the  hospital  recuperating  from  needed  surgery.  Far  more 
than  she  receives  each  month  from  her  meager  Social  Security  Check. 

Mark  Connot,  attorney  for  the  HUD  agency,  appears  to  have  shrugged  the 
life  and  death  matter  off  with  the  usual  response  of  'she'll  have  her  day 
in  court ' . 


Maybe  not. 

Lakota  Homes  has  a policy  of  not  allowing  anyone  other  than  the  renter, 
to  live  in  their  subsidized  homes.  Ms.  Quick  Bear  is  required  to  have  a 
caregiver  and  her  son  lived  with  her  until  recently,  to  help  provide  that 
care. 


Lakota  Homes  does  not  seem  to  understand  the  necessity  of  the  life 
giving  care  needed  for  this  Traditional  Elder. 

She,  of  course,  does  not  have  the  money  to  fight  eviction  and  there  are 
currently  no  vacancies  in  other  Pennington  County  Housing  projects. 
Waiting  lists  are  6-12  months.  She  may  not  live  that  long. 

Ms.  Quick  Bear,  sadly  smiles,  prepared  to  meet  her  HUD  fate  of 
eviction,  not  understanding  that  the  rules  of  a unfeeling  Government 
agency. 

Queries  to  Tom  Daschle,  SD  State  Senator,  were  returned  with  automated 
responses . 

There  is  no  agency  in  Rapid  City  to  help  Ms.  Quick  Bear,  thus  the 
reason  for  this  article. 


Please  call  the  Lakota  Housing  Authority  at  605-343-6836  and  help  to 
save  this  one  precious  Elder.  She  is  literally,  being  thrown  out  in  the 
snow.  The  FAX  for  Lakota  Homes  is  (605)343-3083 

I can  also  tell  you  a Lakota  Elder  and  Warrior,  who  was  falsely  accused 
of  selling  ceremony  has  sold  his  only  dwelling  to  repair  his  "Indian"  car, 
so  he  can  answer  calls  for  prayer  and  ceremony.  Now,  he  and  his  family 
are  without  housing  of  their  own.  Doesn't  sound  like  a man  getting  well 
off  from  selling  ceremony  or  anything  else.  Let  this  serve  as  a reminder 
that  you  must  seek  the  truth  for  yourself. 

Many  who  read  this  newsletter  are  warriors.  I will  remind  you  a warrior 
lives  by  a sacred  oath  to  defend  and  protect  children  and  elders.  If  you 


ignore  these  calls  for  assistance,  and  elders  and  children  die,  you  have 
failed  as  a warrior. 


The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

David  Swallow  or  Gerald  Ice 
% Gerald  ice 
P.0.  Box  199 
Wounded  Knee,  SD  57794 

Or.  . . 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. TH0MAS_3  +@A  L BANY . VA . GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 


These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow, 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 

Dust  in  case  the  cause  of  our  elders  is  not  enough  to  concern  you,  the 
Yellowstone  National  Park  is  now  going  to  kill  bison  within  the  park.  It 
is  now  clear  this  mindless  slaughter  will  not  stop  until  the  Buffalo  Nation 
is  gone.  Read  the  article  below,  and  remember  this.  Your  taxes  paid  for 
the  restoration  of  that  herd  and  your  taxes  are  going  to  pay  for  their 
slaughter.  It  is  up  to  you  to  write  your  congressional  representatives  and 
tell  them  you  are  not  going  to  sit  by  while  your  dollars  pay  hired  guns  to 
kill  a National  Resource. 

From  the  Bozeman  Chronicle  Oct  15,  1997 
Bozeman,  Montana 

BISON  MAY  LOSE  SANCTUARY 
Doan  Haines,  Chronicle  Staff  Writer 

POPULATION  CONTROL:  Park  considers  plan  to  shoot  bulls  within 
Yellowstone's  borders. 

For  the  first  time  in  years.  Yellowstone  National  Park  officials  have 
accepted  a proposal  that  would  call  for  park  workers  to  shoot  bull  bison 
inside  the  park  near  it's  northern  boundary. 

A spokesman  for  the  Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition  calls  that  a bad 
idea . 

However,  federal  and  state  bison  specialists  said  Tuesday  they  want  to 
hold  Yellowstone's  bison  population  at  2,200  - it's  current  status. 

(keeping  in  mind  this  is  not  true)  They  said  they  would  rather  haze  them 
back  inside  the  park's  protective  borders  when  possible  and  capture  and 
release  those  that  pose  a low  risk  of  infecting  cattle  with  brucellosis 
than  kill  them. 

Bison  specialists  for  the  US  Forest  Service,  Yellowstone  Park,  the 
Animal  and  Plant  Health  Inspection  Service  and  the  Montana  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  met  Tuesday  afternoon  at  FWP  headquarters  to 
discuss  how  to  handle  bison  that  enter  Montana  this  winter.  (Why  were  not 
tribal  officials  invited  to  this  meeting?)  They  were  updating  interim 
bison  management  procedures  that  will  go  into  effect  when  bison  enter 
Montana.  That  usually  begins  to  happen  late  in  the  year  after  several 
heavy  snowfalls. 

When  the  Reece  Creek  capture  facility  near  the  Gardiner  entrance 
reaches  capacity.  Park  Service  officials  have  agreed  to  shoot  bulls,  said 
Marc  Bridges  of  the  Department  of  Livestock. 

However,  park  workers  will  first  try  to  haze  the  bulls  back  into  the 
park. 

"Mature  bulls  are  difficult  ot  handle,"  Bridges  said.  "If  we  have  to 
take  on  mature  bulls,  we'll  take  them  on  by  lethal  means,"  he  said. 

The  Park  Service  has  agreed  to  shoot  the  bulls  inside  the  park  if  they 
aren't  trapable  or  hazable. 

Last  winter  the  Park  Service  participated  in  the  shooting  of  bison  only 
once  at  the  request  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  and  that  was 
outside  the  park. 

Almost  1,100  Yellowstone  Bison  were  shot  or  sent  to  slaughter  last 
winter  when  they  entered  Montana  because  some  have  brucellosis,  a disease 
that  can  cause  cattle  to  abort. 

It's  poor  policy  to  shoot  bison  inside  the  park,  said  Bob  Ekey,  Greater 
Yellowstone  Coalition  spokesman. 


"We  feel  the  park  should  remain  a sanctuary  for  bison/'  Ekey  said.  "An 
effort  should  be  made  to  try  and  acquire  winter  range." 

Yellowstone's  bison  are  shot  or  sent  to  slaughter  when  they  enter 
Montana  because  livestock  officials  fear  bison  can  transmit  brucellosis  to 
cattle  and  Montana  could  lose  it's  brucellosis-free  status.  That  would 
mean  ranchers  would  have  to  test  the  blood  of  all  cattle  shipped  out  of 
state,  an  expensive  proposition.  Environmentalists  have  said  it  has  never 
been  proven  that  wild  bison  can  infect  cattle. 

Federal  and  state  bison  officials  are  also  seeking  approval  to  move  a 
federal  capture  facility  to  Horse  BUtte,  an  area  outside  the  park  on 
Hebgen  Lake  where  bison  congregate  each  winter.  Bison  have  been  shot  in 
the  area  for  years. 

If  that  plan  if  approved,  low  risk  bison  that  test  negative  for 
brucellosis  would  be  allowed  to  roam  on  public  land  and  APHIS  would 
attempt  to  keep  states  from  boycotting  Montana  beef. 

State  and  federal  bison  specialists  are  also  attempting  to  change  the 
classification  of  bulls,  calves,  yearlings  and  cows  that  have  given  birth 
that  come  into  Montana  near  West  Yellowstone  from  high  to  low  risk. 

"We're  trying  to  hold  the  bison  population  at  the  status  quo",  said 
Rich  Inman,  a resource  manager  with  the  U.S.  Forest  Service.  "We  don't 
want  a big  lethal  kill." 

Top  state  and  federal  officials,  particularly  APHIS,  must  agree  to  the 
changes  before  they  could  go  into  effect  this  winter.  APHIS  must  also 
decide  how  long  bison  must  be  off  of  cattle  range  before  it  will  be 
considered  a low  risk  situation. 

END  OF  ARTICLE 

Here's  a late  breaking  update  on  the  upcoming  Rally  for  Leonard  Peltier 
in  Washington,  DC.... 

Date:  Tue,  21  Oct  1997  15:08:22  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 
Sub  j : Leonard- Lobbying  Action 

Forwarded  Message  Follows  

From:  simahoyo@blarg.net  (Scott) 

' siyo  friends. 

Here  are  the  latest  details  on  the  Lobbying  Action  next  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  (Oct  21  & 22),  courtesy  of  Kathleen  at  the  LPDC.  (The 
LPDC  office  is  having  trouble  with  their  Mac,  so  they  have  not  been  able 
to  send  many  email  messages;  they  have  just  mailed  out  info  in  the 
Support  Group  Connection,  so  you  can  expect  more  details  there  if  you 
are  a support  group  chairperson.) 

Things  kick  off  Tuesday  afternoon  with  a press  conference  at  1pm,  in 
Room  HC-5,  which  is  in  the  U.S.  Capitol  Building.  After  the  press 
conference,  there  will  be  a meeting,  at  which  LPFC  director  Ron  Lessard 
will  give  instructions  (and  materials)  to  those  who  will  visit  the 
Congressional  offices. 

IMPORTANT:  Ron  has  asked  that  all  participants  dress  professionally: 

NO  T-shirts,  NO  levis/  jeans,  please.  This  is  not  a rally  or  demonstration. 

Kathleen  also  mentioned  NO  signs  or  banners.  (I  don't  know  if  this  means 
just  for  the  events  at  the  Capitol,  or  all  events;  I'm  hoping  to  receive 
clarification  on  this  when  Ron  arrives  back  in  town.) 

If  you  have  not  been  to  the  U.S.  Capitol  before,  be  aware  that  it  is  very 
difficult  (and  expensive)  to  find  parking,  and  traffic  can  be  heavy,  so 
please  allow  yourself  adequate  travel  time  and  parking  money.  If  you 
come  into  town  on  the  subway  ("Metro"),  you  probably  want  to  exit  at  the 
Capitol  South  station  (orange  or  blue  lines)  or  the  Union  Station  (red 
line) . 

Both  of  these  stations  are  within  walking  distance  (approx  2-4  blocks)  of 
the  Capitol. 


Some  people  have  asked  me  for  Peltier  bumper  stickers,  so  I will  bring 
some  with  me  ($2  each).  I will  have  a *few*  pins  too  (also  $2). 

> 

NOTE  TO  MARYLAND  LPSGers:  We  will  *not*  be  having  a meeting  on 
Monday  night  the  20th.  However,  if  you  need  to  carpool  --or  you  have 
room  to  let  carpoolers  ride  with  you  --  please  contact  me  or  Marti  Iben  as 
soon  as  possible. 

> 

ME  (day/work  #) : 301-731-9891  ext.  113 
Marti:  410-444-6895 

> 

If  you  have  any  questions,  call  Ron  Lessard  (804-823-2845)  or  the  LPDC 
(785-842-5774),  or  you  may  contact  me  via  email  (preferable)  or  phone. 


Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 
In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

10.26.1975  Olivia  Binais  - AIM  supporter  killed  in  Porcupine  by 
"person  or  persons  unknown." 

Investigation  still  "open." 

10.26.1975  Danice  Black  Bear  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Manderson 
by  Goons. 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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RE:  Elder  Forced  Out 


Date:  Mon,  20  Oct  1997  08:53:52  -0400 
From:  "Thomas  SunHawk"  <hokshi@ohiolinks . com> 
Sub j : Fw:  ITC  Article 

UUCP  email 


O' siyo! ! 

Below  is  an  article  sent  to  me,  that  should  be  read  by  all  and  responded 
to.  It  is  our  responsibility  to  help  and  support  our  Brothers  & Sisters 
and  our  Elders. 

Please  Read 


ELDER  FORCED  OUT  OF  HOME 
By  K.  Marie  Porterfied  and  Dustin  Dones 
"Four  years  ago  77  year  old  Cornelia  Quick  Bear  was  diagnosed  with 
terminal  non-alcoholic  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  but  she  refused  to  let 
health  problems  get  her  down. 

Recuperating  at  the  Rapid  City  Care  Center  from  lung  surgery,  she 
plans  to  go  home  soon.  The  only  problem  is,  she  may  not  have  a home 
Lakota  Community  Homes,  Inc.,  the  subsidized  North  Rapid  housing 


where  she  lived  raised  her  rent  from  $141  to  $625  a month  and,  last 
week,  began  eviction  proceedings  against  her. 

'I'm  feeling  pretty  good,"  she  said.  "I'm  a fighter.  The  only  thing 
that  worries  me  is  how  they  could  do  this  to  me.  I never  did  anything 
wrong. " 

According  to  Mark  , Lakota  Homes'  lawyer,  because  Ms.  Quick  Bear 
allowed  unauthorized  people  to  live  in  her  home,  her  HUD  rent  subsidy 
was  pulled  and  she  was  charged  full  market  rent  in  October. 

"All  I know  is  the  facts  that  Lakota  Homes  provided  me  with,"  he 
said.  "We  are  serving  her  with  a summons  and  complaint  today." 

Ms.  Quick  Bear,  who  was  in  the  hospital  for  a month  following  her 
surgery,  didn't  receive  notice  of  the  rent  raise.  Instead,  the  papers 
were  sent  to  a daughter  living  in  California,  she  said. 

"I  couldn't  eve  begin  to  pay  what  they  want  me  to,"  she  said.  "My 
Social  Security  comes  to  less  than  that." 

She  said  that  because  of  her  health,  she  is  required  to  have  a caretaker 
living  with  her. 

"My  son,  his  wife  and  their  children  were  staying  with  me,  so  he 
could  take  care  of  me,"  she  said.  "Lakota  Homes  knew  about  it.  He  was 
causing  problems,  but  he  moved  out  a month  ago" 

According  to  Ms.  Quick  Bear,  while  she  was  in  the  hospital,  a 
daughter  died  and,  from  her  hospital  bed,  she  gave  family  members 
permission  to 
briefly  stay  in  her  home. 

Currently  another  daughter  living  in  Rapid  City  has  the  only  key  to 
her  home.  "She  went  over  there  to  clean  and  that  was  all,"  Ms.  Quick  Bear 
said . 

Long  time  residents  of  the  area,  Ms.  Quick  Bear  and  her  husband 
served  on  the  board  of  Sioux  Addition.  After  he  died,  her  house  was 
vandalized  and  burned  to  the  ground.  It  was  then  that  she  moved  to  Lakota 
Homes . 

"I  never  drank  liquor  or  smoked  any  kind  of  cigarettes,"  she  said. 

"I  turned  my  life  over  to  God.  What  crime  have  I been  convicted  of?" 

Mr.  Connot  said  he  intended  to  proceed  with  the  eviction.  "IF  what 
she's  saying  is  true,  she  will  have  a chance  to  fight  it  in  court,"  he 
said . 

In  the  meantime,  finding  a home  may  prove  difficult. 

According  to  Doug  Wells,  the  director  of  Pennington  County  Housing,  the 
agency  maintains  units  for  low  income  elderly  people  seeking  a place  to 
live.  The  wait  is  usually  six  months  to  a year. 

End  of  Article 

We  urge  all  people  to  call  Lakota  Community  Homes  at  605-343-6836  and 
Strongly  PROTEST  their  eviction  of  a Traditional  Grandmother  who  is 
another  victim  of  racism  and  prejudice  by  Government  agencies.  Time  is 
critical!  Call  today! 

Comment  below  and  information  below  supplied  by  SunHawk 

It  sounds  to  me  like  the  people  who  need  to  get  a earful  are  the  HUD 
folks,  not  Lakota  Community  Homes,  Inc.  As  I see  it,  HUD  is  the  one  who 
took  away  the  housing  grant  making  it  impossible  for  this  Grandmother  to 
afford  to  pay  her  rent!  Here  is  the  e-mail  address  for  the  complaint  dept 
of  HUD  and  also  their  snail  mail  address. 

[Editorial  Note:  Because  of  the  laws  they  were  established  under,  Lakota 
Community  Homes,  Inc.  is  virtually  without  oversite,  so  contact  both  HUD 
and  Lakota  Homes.  Call  or  Fax  till  both  lines  glow. 


The  purpose  of  the  Hotline  is  to  receive  complaints  of  fraud,  waste,  and 
abuse  in  HUD  programs  and  operations,  including  mismanagement  or  violations 
of  law,  rules,  or  regulations  by  HUD  employees  or  program  participants. 
Complaints  may  be  received  directly  from  HUD  employees,  participants  in  HUD 
programs,  or  the  general  public.  Complaints  are  received  directly  from  HUD 
employees,  participants  in  HUD  programs  and  the  general  public.  The  IG  Act 
and  other  pertinent  laws  provide  for  the  protection  of  persons  making 
Hotline  complaints,  including  assuring  confidentiality  (except  for  e-mail 
complaints)  and  prohibiting  reprisals.  You  have  the  option  of  submitting 


your  complaint(s)  via  Internet  electronic  mail,  telephone,  fax,  or  U.S. 
mail . 

INTERNET  ELECTRONIC  MAIL 

If  you  elect  to  submit  your  complaint(s)  via  Internet  E-mail,  you  must 
waive  confidentiality  due  to  the  non-secure  nature  of  Internet  electronic 
mail  systems. 
oig_hotline@hud . gov 

HOTLINE  TELEPHONE  AND  FAX  NUMBERS 

You  May  Request  Confidentiality  Commercial (202)708-4200 

TDD (202)708-2451 

Toll  Free (800)347-3735 

Fax (202)708-4829 

MAILING  ADDRESS 

You  May  Request  Confidentiality 

Department  of  Housing  & Urban  Development 

Office  of  Inspector  General  Hotline 

Assistant  Inspector  General  for  Investigations 

451  7th  Street,  S.W.,  Room  8270,  Washington,  DC  20410 

"RE : OK  Given  to  Kill  Some  Bison"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Oct  1997  20:22:12  -0400 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <son jakeo@pond . com> 

Sub  j : Rangers  given  OK  to  kill  some  bison 

UUCP  email 

And  so  it  begins as  the  bison  begin  to  leave  the  park  again 

http : //www . bigskywire . com/ gazette/wednesday/region/reg021 . htm 

Rangers  given  OK  to  kill  some  bison 
By  30E  KOLMAN 
Gazette  Bozeman  Bureau 
The  Billings  Gazette 

BOZEMAN  - In  a change  of  policy,  Yellowstone  National  Park  rangers  will 
be  allowed  this  winter  to  shoot  some  bison  within  park  boundaries. 

Large,  mature  bulls  that  tried  to  leave  the  north  edge  of  the  park  last 
year  near  Reese  Creek  did  not  respond  well  to  hazing  and  were  tough  to 
handle,  at  times  putting  rangers  in  danger.  North  District  Ranger  Mona 
Divine  said  Tuesday. 

"We're  lucky  we  didn't  get  someone  killed  or  seriously  injured  trying  to 
haze  them,"  Divine  said. 

This  year,  rangers  will  be  allowed  to  shoot  the  animals,  after  other 
options  like  hazing  are  exhausted.  Divine  said.  She  said  that  normally  only 
injured  animals  are  killed  by  rangers. 

Montana  officials  have  for  years  shot  bison  that  leave  the  park  in  an 
effort  to  prevent  the  animals  from  coming  into  contact  with  livestock.  But 
rangers  shooting  the  animals  within  Yellowstone's  confines  is  a change  in 
policy  that  Divine  said  came  about  from  negotiations  with  several  agencies 
that  deal  with  bison  management. 

"It's  obviously  something  we  don't  want  to  do,"  Divine  said. 

Bob  Ekey,  spokesman  for  the  Bozeman-based  Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition, 
said  the  group  doesn't  want  rangers  to  be  in  danger  but  was  surprised  that 
no  such  concerns  about  unruly  bison  needing  to  be  shot  have  been  raised  in 
the  last  10  years. 

Usually,  when  the  actions  of  people  conflict  with  Yellowstone  wildlife, 
Ekey  said  the  Park  Service  changes  what  the  people  are  doing. 

Park  policy  was  one  of  several  changes  discussed  here  Tuesday  by  state  and 
federal  officials  who  carry  out  the  day-to-day  management  of  bison  during 
the  winter  when  the  animals  leave  the  park  looking  for  food. 


RE:  Free  Winter  Vacation  in  Yellowstone 


Date:  Wednesday,  15-0ct-97  09:27  AM 

From:  Wild  Rockies  InfoNet  \ Internet: (wild-rockies-alerts@wildrockies. ) 

Sub j : Free  Winter  Vacation  in  Yellowstone! 

UUCP  email 

Greetings  from  Buffalo  Nations.  Its  official.  Buffalo  Nations  has  just  opened 
their  second  office  in  West  Yellowstone.  Winter  has  already  started  to  show 
itself.  Four  bull  buffalo  have  crossed  the  park  boundary  and  could  be  in 
trouble  soon.  We  have  tried  to  haze  them  back  to  the  park  but  they  keep 
coming  back  out. 

At  the  moment  we  only  have  two  dedicated  activists  at  each  office 
(Gardiner  and  West  Yellowstone).  With  all  of  the  winter  chores--  gathering 
at  least  12  cords  of  wood,  canning  food,  setting  up  a tepee  for  a field 
camp  and  winterizing  the  cabin--there' s not  much  time  to  watch  over  the 
buffalo.  That's  right.  We  need  more  people  ASAP!!!  We  offer  free  food  and 
lodging  for  any  activists  that  care  enough  to  help. 

Yellowstone  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  places  in  the  world,  and  if  you 
have  never  seen  it,  NOW  IS  YOUR  BIG  CHANCE.  Remember  West  Yellowstone  is 
more  often  than  not  the  coldest  town  in  the  lower  48  states  (don't  let  that 
scare  you,  we  are  great  fire  builders) . Bring  all  your  warm  clothes  and  a 
winter  sleeping  bag.  We  also  encourage  people  to  bring  snowshoes  and/or 
cross-country  skis  to  help  patrol  the  borders  of  the  park.  If  this  sounds 
like  a winter  dream  vacation  to  you,  please  contact  Mike  or  Deremy  at: 

Buffalo  Nations 
P.0.  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  Mt.  59758 
ph  406-646-0070 
fax  406-646-0071 
e-mail:  buffalo@wildrockies.org. 

LAST  WINTER  THE  STATE  OF  MONTANA  KILLED  1100  OF  THE  LAST  WILD  BUFFALO  IN  THE 

UNITED  STATES.  IT'S  UP  TO  ALL  OF  US  TO  NOT  LET  THIS  EVER  HAPPEN  AGAIN. 

Buffalo  Nations 

PO  Box  242 

Gardiner,  MT  59030 

406-848-9867  phone 

buffalo@wildrockies .org 

"RE : Gustafsen  Appeals  Adjourned"  

Date:  Mon,  13  Oct  1997  01:36:01  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen  Appeals  Adjourned 

:S . I .S.I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 

Oct.  12,  1997  Bulletin 

<==  GUSTAFSEN  APPEALS  ==> 

The  appeals  of  several  of  those  convicted  in  the  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake) 
trial  have  been  adjourned  by  the  British  Columbia  Court  of  Appeal. 

Native  rights  lawyer  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  submitted  in  writing  the  appeals  of 
Wolverine  a.k.a.  William  Dones  Ignace,  Dames  "OD"  Pitawanakwat  and  Shelagh 
Franklin,  in  tandem  with  the  appeal  of  LiL'Wat  traditionalist  Tsemhu7qw 
a.k.a.  Harold  Pascal,  who  is  advancing  a civil  case  challenging  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  BC  courts  over  unceded,  sovereign  LiL'Wat  territory. 

Wolverine  and  Pitawanakwat  remain  incarcerated  in  the  Matsqui  prison  in 
Mission,  BC,  Canada. 

The  unexpected  adjournment  is  best  understood  from  the  correspondence 
between  Clark  and  the  Crown  Counsel: 


Bruce  Clark,  LL. B. ,M. A. , Ph . D. 

By  Fax  And  Mail 
September,  22,  1997 
William  F Ehrke 

Crown  Counsel,  Ministry  of  the  Attorney  General 


Criminal  Justice  Branch,  Criminal  Appeals 
800-865  Hornby  Street, Vancouver,  BC  V6Z  2G3 


Re:  CA023439/40/41 
Dear  Counselor: 

In  answer  to  your  letter  dated  11  September  1997  please  be  advised  that: 

(a)  The  address  for  service  is  unchanged; 

(b)  Ignace  and  Pitawanakwat  are  in  custody  at  Matsqui; 

(c)  I act  pro  bono  for  the  appellants  Ignace,  Franklin  and  Pitawanakwat 
so  far  as  preparation  of  their  documents  is  concerned; 

(d)  They  appeal  pro  se  because  the  bench  and  bar  of  British  Columbia  will 
not  allow  me  to  appear  as  their  counsel; 

(e)  The  reason  that  the  bench  and  bar  of  British  Columbia  will  not  allow 
me  to  appear  as  their  counsel  is,  as  the  ground  of  appeal  states,  that 
the  bench  and  bar  of  British  Columbia  are  not  willing  to  address  the  law 
which  substantiates  the  ground  of  appeal,  and  I am  the  only  lawyer  in 
Canada  who  is  ready,  willing  and  able  to  raise  and  defend  that  law; 

(f)  Delivery  of  the  Appellants'  Factum,  Appeal  Book  and  Casebook  was 
completed  8 Duly  1997; 

(g)  For  the  reason  identified  in  the  Appeal  Book  no  Transcript  is  required; 

(h)  Their  Motion  to  expedite  was  adjourned  indefinitely  on  23  Duly  1997 
in  response  to  which  I now  appear  on  their  behalf  as  counsel  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  on  Application  for  Leave  to  Appeal  number  26185; 
Very  truly  yours, 

Bruce  Clark 


RUSSELL  & DUMOULIN  - Barristers  & Solicitors 

2100-1075  West  Georgia  Street,  Vancouver,  BC., Canada  V6E  3G2 

Tel: (604)  631-3131  / Fax:  (604)  631-3232 

internet : http : //rd counsel . com/rd 

Russell  & Dumoulin  is  an  Independent  Law  Partnership  That  Includes  Law 
Corporations . 

Affiliations:  Borden-DuMoulin-Howard-Gervais  Toronto  Vancouver  Calgary 
Montreal  London,  England.  In  Strategic  Alliance  With  Perkins  Coie: 

Seattle.  Anchorage.  Bellvue,  Los  Angeles,  Portland,  Washington  DC,  Hong 
Kong  Taipei,  London. 

Represented  in  Hong-Kong  By  Vincent  T K Cheung,  Yap  & Co. 

September  25,  1997  Shelagh  Anne  Franklin 

Joseph  William  Ignace 

Matter  No.  ATT49490  Dames  Allan  Scott  Pitawanakwat 

Direct  Line:  (604)  631-4789 

Dear  Sirs/Mesdames : Re:  R.  v.  Ignace,  No.  CA023439 

R.  v.  Franklin,  No.  CA023440 
R.  v.  Pitawanakwat,  No.  CA023441 

On  Duly  23,  1997,  your  applications  came  on  for  hearing  before  Madam 
Justice  Huddart.  At  that  time,  we  advised  Madam  Justice  Huddart  that  other 
defendants  who  may  be  appealing  their  convictions  may  also  be  advancing  the 
same  arguments  that  you  wish  to  argue  on  the  appeal,  that  is,  that  the 
court  has  no  jurisdiction  over  you.  In  the  circumstances,  we  submitted  to 
Madam  Justice  Huddart  that  your  application  for  an  expedited  appeal  date 
should  be  adjourned  generally  until  all  other  defendants  have  been 
canvassed  to  determine  whether  or  not  they  would  be  participating  in  the 
argument  you  wish  to  advance. 

We  have  written  separately  to  other  defence  counsel  or  defendants  in  order 
to  obtain  their  positions  and  will  advise  you  once  we  have  received  a reply 
from  them. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Charles  F.  Willms 
LITG/ATT49490/300406JL.W51 


Bruce  Clark,  LL. B. ,M. A. , Ph . D Box  32,  Route  22,  Granville,  New  York  12832 

By  Fax  October  1,  1997 

Charles  F.  Willms  Russell  & DuMoulin 

Re:  Pascal  v.  Walker  CA022072;  Pascal  v.  Walker  SCC26186;  Ignace  v.  R. 
CA023439;  Franklin  v.  R.  CA023440J  Pitawanakwat  v.  R.  CA023441;  Ignace, 
Franklin  and  Pitawanakwat  v.  R.  SCC26185 

Dear  Mr.  Willms: 

Please  note  my  new  address.  I have  for  reply  your  3 letters  dated  25 
September  1997.  Crown  Counsel  Mr.  Ehrke  had  also  written,  relative  to 
lones,  Franklin  and  Pitawanakwat,  and  thus  there  seems  to  be  some  overlap 
between  you  and  him,  which  I ask  the  two  of  you  to  sort  out.  A copy  of  my 
response  to  Mr.  Ehrke  accompanies  this  letter. 

The  essential  reason  for  the  decision  of  Huddart  3A  on  the  Pascal  motion 
to  expedite  his  appeal  was  her  view  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  the 
appeal  succeeding  in  the  Court  of  Appeal.  Even  though  she  did  not  address 
the  law  put  forward  by  Pascal,  based  upon  past  experience  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  she  is  right:  for  regardless  of  what  the  law  says,  there  is  no 
prospect  whatever  that  the  judges  of  British  Columbia  will  address  the 
law,  at  least  not  publicly. 

For  the  law  says  that  the  British  Columbia  judges  have  no  jurisdiction 
relative  to  natives  upon  yet-unceded  territory  and  that  the  common 
judicial  assumption  to  the  contrary  prima  facie  has  constituted 
misprisions  of  treason  and  fraud  and  arguably  has  constituted  complicity 
in  genocide.  And  events  have  established  beyond  a doubt  that  there  is  no 
prospect  that  the  judges  are  going  to  acknowledge  the  law  indicting  their 
crimes.  If,  therefore,  the  law  is  ever  to  be  addressed  it  will  have  to  be 
an  independent  and  impartial  third-party  adjudicator,  which,  exactly  is 
the  legal  point  of  the  Order  in  Council  (Great  Britain)  of  9 March  1704  in 
the  matter  of  Mohegan  Indians  v.  Connecticut,  which  precedent  and 
legislation  has  been  blind  sided  not  only  by  Fluddart  3A  but  by  every  single 
other  of  the  30  or  so  judges  of  British  Columbia  judges  before  whom  I have 
attempted  to  raise  that  authority  from  1990  to  the  present. 

There  may  be  a possibility  of  success  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  if 
only  because  that  Honorable  Court  and  the  public  are  becoming  sensitized 
to  the  issue  of  third-party  adjudication  because  of  the  Quebec  Succession 
Reference.  But  in  any  event  of  the  prognosis  for  success  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada,  it  is  plain  that  there  is  no  prospect  for  success  in  the 
courts  of  your  province. 

My  apprehension  is  that  your  proposals  - to  put  Pascal's  appeal  back  on 
the  rails  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  and  to  canvas  others  convicted  along  with 
Ignace,  Franklin  and  Pitawanakwat  as  to  whether  they  wish  to  join  to  be 
added  to  Ignace  et  al's  appeal  - are  not  made  in  good  faith,  but,  rather, 
for  the  purpose  of  delay.  I may  be  wrong.  If  so  please  prove  me  so, 
specifically  by  agreeing  to  expedite  the  disposition  of  all  appeals  in  the 
Court  of  Appeal,  and  to  recommend  that  the  Court  of  Appeal  grant  leave  to 
appeal  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada.  Only  in  this  way,  so  far  as  I can 
see  at  any  rate,  will  it  be  possible  for  the  law  to  be  addressed  and  the 
genocide  apprehended  in  a timely  manner. 

In  short,  if  your  principal  [Attorney  General  of  B.C.]  is  now  ready  to 
address  rather  than  to  stonewall  the  law  let  us  in  effect  agree  to  do  so, 
on  consent,  as  soon  as  can  be  arranged,  before  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada.  To  that  end  my  clients  would  be  willing  not  to  oppose  a motion  by 
your  client  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  for  summary  judgment  on  the 
jurisdictional  point  of  law  alone  in  relation  to  all  of  the  above  matters, 
provided  leave  to  appeal  be  granted. 

It  is  crucial,  in  my  view  at  least,  to  the  integrity  of  the  rule  of  law 
in  our  country  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  address  the  jurisdictional 
point  of  law  alone  before  it  disposes  of  the  appeal  in  Delgamuukw  v.  AGBC 
and  the  Quebec  Succession  Reference.  I feel  sure  that  you  understand. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Bruce  Clark 

Copy:  William  F.  Ehrke,  Crown  Counsel  Ministry  of  the  Attorney  General 


More  information  on  Clark's  legal  position: 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/docmain . html 
More  information  on  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake): 

http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
Write  to  the  Ts'peten  Political  Prisoners: 

Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace) 

Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 

Abbotsford,  BC  V2S  5X8 
Canada 

Hames  "OH"  Pitawanakwat 
same  address  as  Wolverine 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Nuclear  Waste  on  Native  Lands"  

Date:  Mon,  20  Oct  1997  08:48:45  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 

Sub j : NASC  URGENCY:  HR2107  - Nuclear  Waste  on  Native  Lands  TODAY 

<><><><><><><>NASC  NEWS< ><><>< ><><><> 

Sub j : News:  Mobile  Chernobyl  bill.... 

Date:  97-10-17  12:34:47  EDT 

From:  FireSpeak 

<A  HREF="http : //www. alphacdc . com/ien/ not ices . html">IEN  Notices, 

Events  & Alerts</A> 

<A  FIREF="http : //www. alphacdc. com/ien/mo-cbill . html" >Mobile  Chernobyl  Act</A> 
URGENT  - ALERT! 

HOUSE  TO  VOTE  ON  MOBILE  CHERNOBYL! 

"Mobile  Chernobyl"  Bill  scheduled  for  House  vote  the  week  of  October  20! 

CALL  YOUR  REPRESENTATIVES  NOW! 

ACTIVATE  YOUR  NETWORKS! 

GET  THE  WORD  OUT! 

HR  1270,  the  Nuclear  Waste  Policy  Act  of  1997,  more  popularly  known  as 
the  "Mobile  Chernobyl  Act"  is  on  its  way  to  the  House  Floor.  It  now 
appears  that  a floor  vote  will  occur  the  week  of  October  20. 

It  has  become  clear  to  us  that  many  Congressmembers  know  little  about 
this  bill  and  have  not  yet  heard  much  from  their  constituents.  YOUR  HELP 
IS  NEEDED  NOW!  Please  call  your  U.S.  Representative-ask  for  the  Energy 
Aide-Capital  Switchboard  is  202-225-3121  --  and  urge  them  to  VOTE  NO  ON 
HR  1270  --  tell  them  to  STOP  A MOBILE  CHERNOBYL! 

Background:  This  bill  was  written  by  the  nuclear  utilities  to  "solve" 
their  nuclear  waste  problem  by  taking  the  waste  off  their  hands,  give  it 
to  the  tax-payer  (that's  you!),  and  dump  it  on  Native  American  lands  in 
Nevada.  This  is  a departure  from  current  law  because  it  would  force  the 
movement  of  high-level  nuclear  waste  from  commercial  nuclear  reactors 
NOW,  before  it  has  been  determined  whether  Yucca  Mountain  is  an 
appropriate  site  for  permanent  storage  of  the  waste.  This  "temporary" 
dump  would  essentially  be  a parking  lot  for  radioactive  waste  casks.  The 
area  which  includes  Yucca  Mountain  has  had  621  earthquakes  2.5  or  higher 
within  the  last  20  years.  The  site  is  also  under  study  for  a 
below-ground  repository.  The  data  so  far  shows  that  the  site  will  NOT 
isolate  this  waste  for  as  long  as  it  is  hazardous.  Independent 


scientists  have  recommended  that  the  site  be  abandoned.  Nonetheless, 
Congress  is  very  close  to  shipping  the  waste  there  anyway. 

This  program  will  not  only  affect  the  Western  Shoshone  Nation  whose 
sacred  lands  these  are,  or  the  people  in  Nevada,  it  will  affect  more 
than  50  million  Americans  who  live  within  one  half-mile  of  the  likely 
waste  transport  routes  between  the  nuclear  reactors  and  Yucca  Mountain. 
Three-quarters  of  our  nuclear  power  reactors  are  east  of  the  Mississippi 
and  each  route  to  the  site  averages  2000  miles.  The  nuclear  industry 
boasts  of  its  safety  record  in  shipping  high-level  radioactive  waste 
(mostly  small  shipments  of  submarine  fuel):  7 accidents  in  2100 
shipments.  This  equals  one  accident  every  343  shipments!  If  you  or  I had 
an  accident  every  343  times  we  stepped  into  our  car,  we'd  lose  our 
driver's  license! 

DOE  justifies  the  death  and  damage  form  nuclear  waste  transport 
accidents  by  averaging  the  affected  community  across  the  entire  US 
population.  Let's  get  busy  and  stop  this  while  we  can  before  we  have  to 
try  and  stop  the  truck  and  trains  directly!  Please  call  your 
Congressmember  today  and  urge  him  or  her  to  oppose  HR  1270.  For  more 
details  about  this  program,  visit  the  Don't  Waste  America  section  of 
NIRS  website:  http://www.nirs.org  . Or  call  NIRS,  202-328-0002  --  but 
better  to  call  your  Congressmember!  And  please  activate  every  network 
you  have-we  only  need  about  150  votes  to  be  able  uphold  the  veto 
promised  (in  writing,  on  seven  different  occasions)  by  the  Clinton 
Administration.  THANK  YOU! 

<A  HREF= "http: //congress .nw.dc .us/c-span/elecmail . shtml"> 105th  Congress : 

E-Mail  List  --  C-SPAN</A> 

<A  HREF="http : //www. alphacdc . com/treaty/mp_thrts . html" > 
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Sub j : Students  and  parents  fight  Multinational  corporation  on 
Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory] 

Indigenous  Environmental  Network: 

There  is  a project  here  on  Mohawk  Nation  land  for  Archer  Daniels  Midland 
(ADM)  to  build  4 grain  elevators  right  next  to  a school.  The  band 
council  and  the  Canadian  government  have  given  the  go  ahead.  An 
environmental  assessment  was  done  through  a contract  with  ADM  which  gave 
it  a glowing  report.  The  students  and  people  of  Kahnawake  have  done 
their  own  studies  and  have  found  the  gases,  grain  dust,  vermin,  fire  and 
explosion  potential  to  have  been  overlooked.  Foremost  is  the  loss  of 
land  and  the  encroachment  by  one  of  the  biggest  food  cartels  in  the 
world  on  our  land.  The  people  do  not  want  it.  How  can  it  be  stopped? 

As  well.  On  the  CBC  News  on  October  14th  there  was  a report  that  the 
multinationals.  Archer  Daniels  Midland  and  Copeland,  are  taking  over  the 
Canadian  prairie  grain  business.  The  Canadian  government  under  former 
Prime  Minister  Brian  Mulroney  changed  the  regulations  of  the  grain 
industry  so  that  it  would  open  the  door  for  the  big  corporations  to  step 
into  Canada  and  take  over  the  industry.  Brian  Mulroney  and  Nelson 
Rockefeller  3r.,  among  others,  are  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  ADM. 

Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory  is  located  on  the  south  shore  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  River  right  across  from  Montreal.  The  St.  Lawrence  Seaway,  a 
railroad  and  a major  highway  run  through  the  territory.  The  majority  of 
Mohawks  are  opposed  to  the  project,  but  construction  is  to  begin  on 
November  11th  1997.  The  multinationals  have  targeted  places  where  they 


could  put  their  grin  elevators  right  across  Canada.  Kahnawake  appears  to 
be  the  site  of  ADM's  grain  elevators  in  the  East.  Out  West  they  are 
working  around  the  clock  to  build  elevators  across  the  praries.  In  the 
past,  grain  elevators  were  owned  by  the  farmers'  coops  which  were  set  up 
in  the  early  1930' s to  stop  private  industries  from  trying  to  control 
the  prices.  With  the  new  regulations  the  multinationals  are  once  again 
privately  owning  the  grain  and  setting  the  prices,  as  they  did  in  the 
1930' s.  The  United  States  is  coming  to  Canada,  setting  the  prices  and 
starving  the  Canadian  farmers  out  of  business.  The  multinationals  will 
be  buying  up  the  farmland  and  will  control  the  buying  and  selling  of  the 
grain.  The  U.S.  presently  does  not  need  to  sell  grain  and  will  use 
Canada  as  a storage  place  and  then  sell  when  they  decide.  In  other 
words,  the  multinationals  will  buy  up  the  grains,  fix  the  prices,  store 
the  grain  in  Canada  and  then  decide  where  and  when  to  sell  to  the  world 
and  for  how  much! 

According  to  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763  the  Minister  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  the  Canadian  government  have  a fiduciary  responsibility  in 
regards  to  lands  and  monies  set  aside  for  Indigenous  Nations.  I have 
asked  the  Minister  to  intervene  in  favour  of  the  Mohawks  Nations 
regarding  the  mismanagement  of  land  in  Kahnawake  as  there  are  grain 
elevators  being  build  on  Indigenous  land  without  proper  environmental 
assessments.  Also  there  is  mismanagement  of  funds  allocated  to  the 
Kahnawake  band  council,  an  arm  of  the  Canadian  government,  and  I am 
asking  the  Minister  of  intervene  and  ensure  that  proper  environmental 
assessments  take  place  before  any  action  is  taken.  I am  urging  that  the 
Minister  subject  the  Kahnawake  band  council  to  a forensic  audit  without 
delay. 

We  need  information  on  the  environmental  impact  and  how  to  stop  this 
multinational  from  setting  up  on  our  land.  Any  assistance  you  can 
provide  is  greatly  appreciated. 

Kahn-Tineta  Horn,  President,  Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  With  Native 
Peoples 

514-635-8696  416-972-1573 
email:  mohawkns@cyberglobe.net 
casnp@pathcom.com 
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CHURCH,  DIOCESE  FIGHT  ABUSE  LAWSUITS:  GOVERNMENT  RAN  SCHOOLS,  CHURCH  SAYS 
Anglican  Journal,  Vol.  123,  No.  8,  October  1997 
Leanne  Larmondin  Staff  Writer  - Toronto 

Controversy  over  church-run  schools  could  erupt  again  as  the  Anglican 
Church  of  Canada  defends  itself  against  two  potentially  costly  lawsuits 
by  former  students  - one  in  British  Columbia,  the  other  in  Ontario.  The 
suits  are  the  first  filed  against  the  church  because  of  its  connection 
with  residential  schools.  In  1993,  the  church  apologized  for  the 
detrimental  effects  of  its  role  in  residential  schools. 

But  it  is  fighting  these  lawsuits  because  it  says  the  federal  government, 
not  the  church,  ran  the  two  institutions,  St  George's  Residence  in  Lytton, 
BC,  and  Mohawk  Institute  in  Brantford,  Ont.  "The  MSCC  (Missionary  Society 
of  the  Church  of  England  in  Canada)  ran  several  residential  schools,"  said 
Archdeacon  Jim  Boyles,  general  secretary  of  the  national  church,  "but  at  no 


time  did  it  operate  Mohawk  or  Lytton."  The  Diocese  of  Cariboo  could  face  a 
financial  crunch  if  a lawsuit  launched  by  Floyd  Mowatt  is  successful.  One 
of  10  financially  assisted  member  dioceses  of  the  Council  of  the  North,  it 
has  just  eight  self-supporting  parishes. 

Mr.  Mowatt,  37,  who  lived  at  St.  George's  Residence  from  1965  to  1977,  is 
suing  the  church,  the  Diocese  of  Cariboo,  the  federal  Minister  of  Indian 
and  Northern  Affairs  and  Derek  Clarke,  a former  dormitory  supervisor  at  St. 
George's,  for  an  unspecified  amount  in  damages.  The  former  student  alleges 
Mr.  Clarke  sexually  assaulted  him  on  a number  of  occasions  between  1965  and 
1970.  He  is  holding  the  national  church,  the  diocese  and  the  federal 
minister  responsible  because  the  government  contracted  the  church  to  run 
the  school,  which  in  turn  hired  Mr.  Clarke.  Mr.  Mowatt  also  claims  the 
church  failed  to  investigate  Mr.  Clarke's  background.  Mr.  Clarke  was 
convicted  of  sexual  assault  in  1988. 

Specified  by  Mr.  Mowatt  are  that  he  suffered  "serious,  lasting  and 
permanent  personal  injuries,  including  nervous  shock,  anxiety,  depression, 
emotional  trauma,  personality  change"  and  post-traumatic  stress  syndrome. 
Archdeacon  Boyles  said  the  church's  defence  will  be  the 

same  in  both  cases:  that  the  schools  were  owned  and  operated  by  the  federal 
Department  of  Indian  Affairs  and  an  entity  known  as  the  New  England  Company 
- not  the  Anglican  Church.  (The  New  England  Company  was 
founded  by  Oliver  Cromwell  in  1649  to  take  Christianity  to  the  Native 
people  of  the  British  colonies.) 

Cariboo  diocese  is  joining  the  national  church  in  its  defence  of  the 
Lytton  case,  but  the  diocesan  bishop,  Dim  Cruikshank,  said  lawyers  have 
asked  him  not  to  comment  on  the  case.  (In  1993,  Bishop  Cruikshank  delivered 
a personal  and  diocesan  apology  to  Native  people  for  residential  schools.) 
The  Lytton  school,  said  Arch  deacon  Boyles,  was  owned  and  operated  by 
Indian  Affairs  during  the  1960s  and  '70s,  the  period  in  question  for  the 
lawsuit.  The  New  England  Company  owned  and  ran  it  until  the  1920s,  when  it 
was  agreed  that  it  would  be  operated  by  the  government  with  an  Anglican 
cleric  as  principal  and  Anglican  doctrine  in  the  curriculum. 

A hearing  requested  by  the  church  was  scheduled  late  last  month  in  a 
Lytton  courthouse  to  determine  whether  the  lawsuit  should  continue  to  be 
directed  at  the  national  church  and  diocese.  Meanwhile,  in  Brantford, 

Ont.,  a similar  lawsuit  brought  against  the  church  and  the  Minister  of 
Indian  Affairs  has  not  progressed  as  far.  In  a statement  of  claim, 
complainant  Frederick  Taylor  is  seeking  damages  of  $20  million.  Born  in 
1945,  Mr.  Taylor  says  he  was  removed  in  1953  "without  the  ...knowledge  of 
his  parents"  from  his  home  on  Mud  Lake  Reserve,  near  Peterborough,  to  the 
Mohawk  Institute  at  Brantford. 

There,  he  said,  he  was  "repeatedly  physically,  sexually  and  emotionally 
assaulted"  by  at  least  three  teachers  or  other  officers  of  the  school, 
and  subjected  to  punishment  and  a "regime  of  discipline  and  control  which 
had  as  its  purpose  the  denial  to  him  of  his  race,  language,  religion  and 
culture."  Like  Lytton,  the  Mohawk  Institute  was  operated  by  the  New  England 
Company  until  the  early  1900s,  when  it  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the 
federal  government.  Archdeacon  Boyles  said  the  national  church  is  exploring 
the  possibility  that  its  insurance  might  cover  the  lawsuits  if  it  remains  a 
defendant . 
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TWO  MORE  ABORIGINAL  MEN  FILE  SUIT  OVER  SCHOOL  ABUSE 
Victoria  Times-Colonist , Thursday,  October  16,  1997, 
by  Kim  Westad,  Page  A1 

Two  more  aboriginal  men  have  filed  lawsuits  against  the  United  Church,  the 
federal  government  and  five  men  for  physical  and  sexual  abuse  suffered  at 
the  Alberni  Indian  Residential  School.  For  Harvey  Brooks,  66,  it  is  the 
final  chapter  in  dealing  with  abuse  he  suffered  from  1939-1946.  The  retired 
vocational  rehabilitation  consultant  with  the  Workers'  Compensation  Board 
has  struggled  all  his  life  with  the  complicated  feelings  brought  on  by 
abuse.  Though  he  went  on  to  become  a vocational  teacher  at  Malaspina 
College,  Brooks  said  Wednesday  he  "never  lived  up  to  my  potential."  He 
decided  to  file  the  lawsuit  as  a way  to  "finally  close  the  book  on  the 
issue.  This  will  be  the  final  chapter." 

Gilbert  Hill,  50,  said  in  a statement  of  claim  filed  in  BC  Supreme  Court 
that  he,  too,  still  feels  the  effects  of  the  abuse  inflicted  by  white 
supervisors  at  the  school.  Brooks  and  Hill  are  suing  the  men  they  say 
physically  and  sexually  abused  them,  the  people  who  hired  those  supervisors 
and  teachers,  and  the  United  Church  and  federal  government  for  allowing  the 
schools  to  be  run  the  way  they  were. 

Like  most  BC  native  children  from  the  mid-1800s  to  the  1970s,  Brooks  and 
Hill  were  yanked  from  their  homes  and  placed  in  church-run  schools.  Brooks, 
who  lives  in  Surrey,  is  a member  of  the  Lax  Kw'alaams  band  of  the  Tsimshian 
Nation,  just  north  of  Prince  Rupert.  He  was  at  the  Alberni  school  between 
1958  and  1961,  and  also  alleges  graphic  physical  and  sexual  abuse  by  school 
staff.  Both  men  say  their  lives  have  been  irreparably  harmed  by  the  abuse, 
the  results  ranging  from  suicide  attempts  to  loss  of  knowing  aboriginal 
culture. 

Along  with  sexual  abuse,  the  men  are  suing  the  church  for  allowing 
mistreatment,  racist  ridicule  and  harassment,  including  being  isolated  from 
family  and  community,  prohibition  of  using  native  language,  and  banning  the 
practice  of  native  religion  and  culture.  The  church  and  federal  government 
- through  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  - had  actual  knowledge  of  the 
abuse,  says  the  statement  of  claim,  but  did  not  protect  the  students. 

Instead,  they  kept  the  alleged  abusers  on  as  staff. 

Hill  alleges  he  reported  the  abuse  to  a school  nurse,  but  that  the 
superiors  at  the  school  did  not  conduct  an  investigation.  Rather,  they 
reported  the  allegation  to  the  man  who  was  abusing  him,  who  further  beat 
Hill.  An  RCMP  task  force  has  been  investigating  the  hundreds  of  complaints 
against  church  officials  and  school  employees  from  BC's  15  residential 
schools.  No  criminal  charges  have  been  laid  against  any  of  the  five  men 
named  in  the  most  recent  lawsuit,  said  Const.  Gerry  Peters,  the  lead 
investigator  in  the  task  force.  One  of  the  men  named  is  dead. 

Criminal  charges  were  laid  in  another  case,  against  Arthur  Henry  Plint,  79. 
He  was  sentenced  in  March  1995  to  11  years  in  prison  for  18  sexual  abuse 
related  convictions.  Seventeen  men  are  also  suing  Plint  in  civil  court  for 
abusing  them.  The  United  Church  and  the  federal  government  have  been  named 
in  those  lawsuits  as  well.  Plint  is  not  one  of  the  men  being  sued  by  Brooks 
and  Hill. 
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What  Can  We  Expect  From  INCO? 

A look  at  INCO's  corporate,  safety,  and  environmental  record 
by  Sudbury  investigative  journalist  and  author  Mick  Lowe 

I want  to  frame  our  discussion  today  by  saying  two  things:  number  one, 
I'm  not  anti-mining,  and  I'm  not  anti-INCO.  I am  a critic  of  INCO.  And 
Kevin,  you're  right,  they  don't  like  it  very  much.  And  I'm  not  anti- 
Voisey's  Bay  development.  This  is  strictly  my  opinion,  but  I told  Peter 
Penashue  of  the  Innu  Nation  last  year  that  what  you  have  here  is  a gift 
from  the  Creator;  that  an  ore  body  is  a treasure.  It's  something  that  the 
people  in  Sudbury  have  been  living  on,  and  off  of,  for  a century  now.  It's 
an  extraordinary  thing.  And  now  the  Innu  and  Inuit  are  fortunate  enough  to 
have  it  on  their  land.  It  just  so  happens  that  it  was  discovered  by 
Europeans.  And  it  represents  both  tremendous  wealth,  and  also  tremendous 
opportunity  for  those  people.  I come  from  a community  that  is  based  on  the 
exploitation  of  base  metals,  and  precious  metals.  And  many  other  northern 
Ontario  communities  are  the  same.  We  built  this  city  that  you  live  in.  The 
mines  of  northern  Ontario  created  the  Toronto  Stock  Exchange,  places  like 
Rosedale,  the  University  of  Toronto.  Many  of  the  amenities  that  you  have, 
which  we  still  don't  have,  came  from  the  north,  from  the  value  torn  from 
the  ground  by  working  people  in  Northern  Ontario.  So  I would  hope  that  you 
could  respect  that. 

The  chairs  you're  sitting  on  have  nickel  in  them.  This  building  has  a 
tremendous  amount  of  nickel  in  it.  You  cannot  get  away  from  it.  If  you 
ride  a mountain  bike,  there's  nickel  in  the  titanium  alloy.  If  you've  got 
change  in  your  pocket,  coinage,  there  is  nickel  strip  in  that.  You  are  a 
consumer  of  nickel  if  you  are  part  of  this  economy.  I'm  from  western 
Nebraska,  ranching  country,  and  one  of  my  uncles  was  a rancher,  a cowboy 
all  his  life,  a man  of  few  words.  My  brother  and  I noticed  one  day  that  he 
didn't  drink  milk.  And  we  said  to  him,  "Uncle  Slim,  how  come  you  never 
drink  milk?"  Fie  had  this  cowboy's  disdain  for  farmers,  and  he  said,  "Boys, 
if  I drank  milk,  somebody  might  ask  me  to  milk  a cow".  And  so  that's  what 
I would  say  maybe  your  attitude  could  be  toward  mining.  If  you're  going  to 
use  the  products,  you'd  better  be  prepared  to  milk  that  cow.  And  the  folks 
in  northern  Ontario  do  the  heavy  lifting,  do  precisely  that,  and  have  done 
for  a hundred  years. 

Secondly,  it's  very  important  that  you  understand  the  basic  process,  the 
cycle  of  mining,  milling,  smelting,  and  refining.  So  I've  drawn  this  up 
here,  moving  from  left  to  right.  The  mine  - two  kinds,  basically  - either 
open-pit  or  underground.  The  initial  mine  site  at  Voisey's  Bay  will  be  an 
open  pit.  The  mine  ships  ore  to  the  mill.  I've  written  in  red  the  various 
- primarily  environmental  - hazards  that  will  be  associated  with  each 
stage  of  the  process.  I know  there  will  be  a session  next  week  that  will 
deal  with  that  process  in  detail. 

[Graphic  omitted] 


In  addition  to  the  environmental  hazards,  there  are  also  bio-hazards  to 
the  people  who  work  there.  People  will  die;  people  have  already  died,  at 


Voisey's  Bay.  People  will  suffer  debilitating  illness  which  won't  be 
readily  apparent  at  the  time  of  exposure.  Nickel  in  its  raw  form,  in  its 
elemental  form,  is  a carcinogen.  And  what  this  whole  process  is  all  about 
it,  of  course,  is  producing  pure  nickel.  There  are  many  associated  hazards 
for  the  workers  and  for  the  people  of  the  region. 

So  we  have  the  mine  producing  ore.  Ore  is  shipped  to  the  mill  and  it's 
concentrated,  into  kind  of  a slurry,  usually,  like  a fine  wet  powder. 

These  three  processes  will  take  place  in  northern  Labrador,  at  Voisey's 
Bay,  just  a few  miles  from  the  Inuit  community  of  Nain.  I was  lucky  enough 
to  visit  there  about  a year  ago.  The  concentrate  will  be  shipped  by 
freighter  down  to  Newfoundland,  and  the  rest  of  the  process  will  take 
place  at  Placentia  Bay,  on  the  south  coast  of  Newfoundland.  The 
concentrate  goes  to  the  smelter,  which  produces  matte.  The  concentrate 
might  be  say,  30%  pure  nickel.  At  each  stage,  of  course,  you  have  a purer 
and  purer  product.  The  smelter  involves  heat,  to  smelt  the  concentrate, 
and  produces  matte,  which  is  then  sent  to  the  refinery,  which  produces 
finished  nickel  products. 

I had  an  environmentalist  from  St  John's  stay  with  me  a year  ago,  and  he 
said,  "Gee  Mick,  I'm  not  sure  if  we  want  that  smelter,"  and  I said,  "You 
want  it,  believe  me."  No  jurisdiction  should  ship  its  raw  resources  out 
without  the  absolute  maximum  value  added.  And  that  is  a part  of  the 
problem  with  INCO,  historically,  that  Canada  and  Ontario  have  had.  (And 
I'll  explain  that  in  just  a moment.)  So,  INCO  will  refine  nickel  in 
Newfoundland.  I'm  sure  the  government  there  had  a lot  to  do  with  that. 

That  might  not  have  been  the  company's  first  choice,  but  it's  a very  very 
good  thing  for  the  people  of  Newfoundland.  It's  the  way  it  should  be, 
despite  the  hazards. 

Nickel  ore  has  been  mined  continuously  in  Sudbury  for  over  a hundred 
years.  It  actually  pre-dates  the  company  itself.  That's  extraordinary 
longevity  for  any  ore  body,  and  it  still  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
Voisey's  Bay  will  be  bigger  than  Sudbury.  At  this  point  it's  not,  and  I 
don't  think  it's  even  close.  So  Sudbury  is  the  grandaddy  of  them  all.  We 
produce  nickel,  copper,  iron,  cobalt,  gold,  silver,  other  precious  metals, 
and  a whole  variety  of  various  other  elements,  from  Sudbury.  It  is  known 
in  any  geological  school;  any  school  of  mining  engineering  will  know 
Sudbury,  will  have  studied  Sudbury.  It  is  a world  capital  of  smelting  and 
refining.  There  is  one  other  company  there  - Falconbridge . 

INCO  was  born  in  March  of  1902,  and  if  ever  a company  was  born  with  a 
silver  spoon  in  its  mouth,  it  was  INCO.  You're  going  to  start  hearing 
about  their  centennial  - it  comes  up  in  the  year  2002  - and  I know  they're 
already  looking  for  somebody  to  write  the  official  corporate  history,  and 
I'm  sure  it  will  be  widely  bandied  about  in  the  media. 

INCO  was  the  creation  of  the  United  States  Steel  Company,  which  in  turn 
had  been  born  only  the  year  before,  in  1901.  We're  back  now  into  the  age 
of  the  robber  barons,  the  gilded  age,  at  the  end  of  the  19th  century  and 
the  beginning  part  of  the  20th  century.  U.S.  Steel  was  created  out  of  the 
Carnegie  Steel  Company,  and  a number  of  others.  It  was  a huge  merger, 
engineered  by  John  Pierpoint  Morgan,  who  was  at  the  centre  of  a financial 
web  that  included  at  least  half  of  the  corporate  wealth  in  the  United 
States  at  that  time.  It  was  known  as  a trust,  a steel  trust. 

In  the  battle  of  Manila  Bay  in  the  Philippines  in  1898  or  1899,  the 
American  navy  had  armoured  its  battleships  with  a new  kind  of  steel  which 
contained  a nickel  alloy.  And  they  discovered,  in  the  battle  of  Manila  Bay 
against  the  Spanish,  that  even  a direct  hit  on  the  battleship  wouldn't 
necessarily  break  through.  So  that  got  the  world  buzzing,  the  world  of 
armaments,  about  this  new,  or  relatively  new  mineral,  nickel,  and  its 
possible  uses  in  armaments.  Ever  since,  INCO  has  had  strong  ties  both  to 
the  military-industrial  complex  of  the  United  States  - in  fact,  it's  a key 
player  - but  also  to  the  U.S.  Navy  Department.  So,  the  new  steel  bosses 
said,  "Geez,  this  nickel  could  be  worth  something.  Let's  get  in  there  on 
the  ground  floor."  There  were  two  companies  operating  in  Sudbury  already, 
which  were  merged,  along  with  a couple  of  other  mines,  to  create  the 
International  Nickel  Company,  as  it  was  originally  known. 

The  Board  of  Directors  read  like  a Who's  Who  of  the  American 
establishment.  One  of  the  directors,  one  of  the  key  guys,  was  a fellow 


named  Charles  Schwab.  And  you'll  see  his  name  on  TV  all  the  time  because 
there's  a big  investment  house  down  in  New  York  using  his  name  - Charles 
Schwab  and  Associates.  I don't  know  why,  because  ultimately  he  built  two 
great  steel  companies  and  died,  I think,  a pauper.  Easy  come,  easy  go.  But 
they're  using  his  name,  and  he  was  on  the  original  INCO  Board.  And  he 
chose  the  first  president  of  INCO,  Ambroise  Monell,  another  Carnegie  guy, 
who  was  only  29  years  old  when  he  was  put  in  charge  of  this  company,  which 
was  based  primarily  in  Sudbury  but  had  a refinery  in  New  Jersey  - the  new 
INCO. 

Now  a debate  raged  for  twenty  years,  and  had  done  before  INCO  was 
created,  and  the  debate  was  this.  Canada  did  not  refine  its  nickel.  We 
smelted  it,  in  Sudbury,  in  great  open-bed  roasters,  which  were  terrible 
for  the  sulfur  they  released  into  the  environment.  [With]  sulfide  ore  - 
the  same  thing  they  have  at  Voisey's  Bay  - a very  large  component  of 
sulfur  is  in  the  ore,  in  the  rock,  and  must  be  dealt  with  somehow  or 
another,  through  engineering.  It's  there,  and  it  won't  go  away;  it  cannot 
be  transmuted.  So  originally  it  would  just  go  into  the  air  from  these 
great  huge  open  fires  where  they  smelted  the  ore.  The  corrosive  nature  of 
the  smoke  from  these  fires  was  so  bad  that  when  they  first  put  in  the 
copper  telephone  lines  between  Copper  Cliff,  just  outside  of  Sudbury 
where  INCO  has  its  headquarters,  and  the  city  of  Sudbury,  the  lines  kept 
snapping  due  to  the  corrosion.  A real  problem  for  the  telephone  companies; 
you  can  imagine  what  this  would  do  to  your  lungs,  your  respiratory  system, 
etc . 

Anyway,  we  smelted  the  matte,  but  for  the  final  stage  we  shipped 
everything  to  the  U.S.  And  this  debate  raged  for  twenty  years,  with  the 
Canadian  economic  nationalists  of  the  day  saying  that  we  should  be 
refining  our  own  nickel  here  in  Canada,  and  getting  those  jobs,  and 
getting  that  tax  revenue,  and  getting  that  control  over  our  production. 

And  the  company's  saying,  "Oh  no,  no.  We  can't  do  that.  We  couldn't  make  a 
profit.  It's  got  to  be  done  in  the  U.S.  And  if  you  make  us,  by  legislative 
fiat,  we'll  go  to  New  Caledonia  and  mine  our  nickel  there,  in  the  South 
Pacific."  Sound  familiar?  And  that's  the  way  it  stayed.  Our  nickel  was 
refined  in  the  U.S.  until  the  Deutschland  incident  of  1916.  We  were  at 
war;  the  Americans  weren't.  Nickel  is  a key  component  in  any  kind  of 
modern  weaponry.  The  Americans  were  still  shipping  Canadian  nickel  to  the 
Germans,  and  a U-boat  called  the  Deutschland  was  reported  to  have  left 
from  Baltimore  with  a load  of  Sudbury  nickel,  heading  for  Germany,  where 
it  would  be  made  into  bullets  and  bombs  and  shot  right  back  at  the  Sudbury 
boys  who  were  dying  in  Western  Europe  in  the  trenches. 

Well  that  was  it.  Finally,  the  politicians  were  united,  the  public 
outcry  was  so  great.  We  had  the  great  Canadian  solution  - we  appointed  a 
Royal  Commission.  Here's  their  book  of  1916,  still  available  at  the 
Whitney  block,  I think,  from  the  Queen's  Printer.  It's  a wonderful  volume 
for  $25  or  $30,  a complete  compendium  of  the  world  of  nickel  in  1916.  It 
was  a very  good  report,  and  guess  what?  They  decided,  oh  yes,  INCO  better 
refine  its  nickel  in  Canada.  So  the  Port  Colborne  Nickel  Refinery  was 
started  in  about  1919  or  1920  and  has  been  operating  ever  since.  And  the 
company's  still  making  money  and  the  sky  hasn't  fallen  in.  But  that's  what 
it  took  to  get  this  company  to  refine  the  nickel  in  Canada.  And  I might 
add  that  Falconbridge,  which  has  been  operating  since  the  1930's,  still 
does  not  refine  its  nickel  in  Canada.  It  ships  everything  to  Norway,  in 
matte,  by  ocean-going  freighter,  to  serve  European  markets.  So  that's  one 
thing  - I don't  want  to  dwell  entirely  on  what's  bad  about  INCO  - that's 
one  thing  that  they  finally  were  forced  to  do  right.  They're  doing  it 
today,  and  Falconbridge,  their  competitor,  still  doesn't  refine  the  nickel 
in  Canada,  or  in  Sudbury. 

INCO  from  the  outset,  too,  was  represented  by  a firm  called  Sullivan  & 
Cromwell.  This  is  the  ere 'me  de  la  ere 'me  of  Wall  Street  law  firms.  Their 
address  is  Number  One,  Wall  Street.  They  always  had  a member  of  Sullivan  & 
Cromwell  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  INCO.  INCO  had  then,  by  the  way, 
become  one  of  the  Dow  Jones  Industrial  Stocks  - that  basket  of  blue-chip 
American  stocks  that  goes  up  and  down  every  day,  that  you  hear  about  on 
the  Business  Report.  Well  INCO  was  a Dow  Jones  stock.  It  is  no  longer,  but 
it  was  central,  absolutely  central,  in  the  American  economy  and  the 


American  military. 

Alright , the  twenties.  Very  hard  times  for  everybody  after  the  war. 
Commodity  prices  fell.  INCO  actually  closed  its  doors  for  a year  or  so. 
Everybody  suffered.  And  in  1920  another  significant  thing  happened.  INCO 
acquired  the  Mond  Nickel  Company,  which  was  British-based  and  had  a number 
of  mines  and  a smelter  in  Sudbury  as  well.  This  gave  INCO  a mid-Atlantic 
flavour,  which  it  retains  to  this  day.  The  INCO  Board  of  Directors  is  the 
elite  of  the  British,  American,  and  Canadian  establishments.  That  is  still 
the  case,  ever  since  the  acquisition  of  the  Mond  in  1928. 

In  the  thirties,  sort  of  contrary  to  the  economy  generally,  as  Europe 
began  to  re-arm,  Sudbury  and  INCO  began  to  boom.  There  are  many  stories  of 
unemployed  workers  hopping  freight  trains  and  going  to  Sudbury,  standing 
at  the  gates  for  mass  cattle  calls,  hoping  they'd  be  called  in  to  go  to 
work  at  INCO.  The  Sullivan  & Cromwell  connection  - to  show  you  how  well- 
connected  INCO  is,  a young  lawyer  from  Sullivan  & Cromwell  was  appointed 
to  the  Board  of  INCO  in  1930,  and  his  name  was  John  Foster  Dulles.  As 
Germany  re-armed,  once  again  we  had  the  controversy  of  shipping  Canadian 
nickel  to  a possible  enemy,  and  once  again,  Canada  was  in  the  war  before 
the  U.S.  And  about  '38,  not  wanting  to  go  down  this  road  again,  INCO 
decided  to  embargo  (voluntarily)  Germany  from  more  nickel  shipments.  And 
it  is  said  that  Dulles  wept  at  the  decision,  and  at  the  lost  profits  to 
INCO  of  no  longer  shipping  Germany  nickel.  (You'll  hear  more  about  John 
Foster  Dulles  very  shortly.) 

In  the  forties,  the  mining  industry  and  heavy  industry  enjoyed  a wave  of 
union  organization  across  North  America  in  the  form  of  the  CIO,  industrial 
union  organizing.  Sudbury  was  no  exception.  And  in  1942  the  International 
Union  of  Mining,  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers  mounted  a serious  organizing 
campaign.  It  began  to  look  like  for  the  first  time  - there  had  been 
workers'  resistance  to  INCO  since  the  turn  of  the  century,  since  before, 
in  fact,  INCO  was  created.  But  the  union  was  always  smashed  by  the  company. 
Quite  often  what  would  happen  is,  once  you  were  known  to  be  a union 
supporter  or  a union  organizer  you  would  be  fired,  you  would  be 
blacklisted  throughout  the  industry.  They  went  into  a cell  structure  of 
organizing  in  order  to  prevent  this,  where  various  cells  would  meet  from 
across  the  Sudbury  district,  and  people  wouldn't  know  each  other,  in 
theory  at  least.  But  the  company  managed  to  infiltrate  that  too.  So  time 
and  again,  union  initiatives  were  destroyed,  and  lots  of  people's  lives, 
and  livelihoods  along  with  it. 

Well,  in  '42  Mine  Mill  came  in,  and  it  looked  serious.  So  what  INCO  did 
- and  we  have  copies  of  this  here,  and  other  publications,  if  you  want  to 
order  them  - they  let  seven  shift  bosses  from  Frood  mine  off  the  job  - 
they  were  punched  in  so  they  had  an  alibi  - and  they  sent  them  in  to  the 
union  headquarters  down  on  Durham  St.  in  Sudbury,  and  almost  killed  two  of 
the  main  union  organizers  in  the  office.  One  guy  was  kicked  when  he  was 
down  - I think  the  story  goes  that  they  dropped  a typewriter,  and  in  those 
days  a typewriter  weighed  a fair  bit,  on  his  head  - but  neither  of  them 
was  killed.  The  union  office  was  completely  smashed,  and  they  both  wound 
up  in  the  hospital.  That  night,  the  union  gathered,  and  printed  tens  of 
thousands  of  these  leaflets  and  distributed  them  house  to  house  in  Sudbury 
as  a warning  to  INCO  that  this  better  not  happen  again.  And  finally,  in 
1944  I believe  it  was,  the  International  Union  of  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter 
Workers,  Local  598  was  born,  in  the  middle  of  the  Second  World  War.  It  was 
the  largest  union  local  in  Canada,  something  like  22,000  members  during 
the  war,  all  people  working  at  INCO,  some  of  them  women,  by  the  way,  for 
the  first  time.  So  finally  we  had  a union  in  the  Sudbury  district.  After 
the  war,  the  fifties.  The  Cold  War  begins.  And  John  Foster  Dulles  was 
still  on  the  INCO  Board  in  the  forties.  In  '52  Eisenhower  appoints  him 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Dulles  helps  to  engineer  the  Guatemalan  coup, 
against  the  progressive  government  in  Guatemala.  And  his  brother  Allen, 
who  was  a founder  of  the  CIA,  was  also  on  the  INCO  Board  of  Directors, 
before  their  appointments  to  government.  In  the  fifties  INCO  enjoyed  a 
virtual  - not  a complete  monopoly  over  the  nickel  in  the  world  - but  a 
significant  enough  market  share  that  it  was  the  price-setter  for  this 
commodity  in  the  world.  And  Canada  was  then,  and  is,  the  largest  producer 
of  nickel. 


Nineteen  fifty-eight  was  a very  important  year.  The  Cold  War  was  at  its 
height.  And  the  Mine  Mill  union  was  hounded  out  of  the  house  of  Labour  for 
alleged  Communist  leadership  and  Communist  leanings.  In  '58  there  was  a 
bit  of  a recession,  but  in  spite  of  that  Local  598  went  on  its  first 
strike.  It  was  over  about  four  months,  and  it  was  terribly  vitriolic.  It 
was  a defeat,  although  a lot  of  the  old  Mine  Mill-ers  don't  like  to  admit 
that.  And  as  it  turned  out,  it  mortally  weakened  the  union.  Because  the 
solution  to  Mine  Mill,  in  the  Canadian  labour  movement,  was  to  bring  in 
the  United  Steelworkers  to  smash  Mine  Mill.  The  Steelworkers  were  a 
relatively  conservative,  U.S. -based,  state-department  backed  union.  So  the 
raids,  as  we  call  them,  began  in  Sudbury  in  the  early  sixties.  And  it  was 
a virtual  civil  war  on  the  streets  of  Sudbury.  Mine  Mill  supporters  fought 
with  Steelworker  supporters;  brother  turned  against  brother,  father 
against  son.  Priests  of  the  Catholic  Church  would  rail  from  the  pulpit 
about  the  forces  of  Communism  and  the  evils  of  Mine  Mill.  I know  people 
who  walked  out  of  their  church,  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  on  a Sunday  in 
the  middle  of  a sermon,  and  have  not  gone  back  since.  It  was  that  kind  of 
bitterness.  Tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  were  spent  on  the  media.  There 
were  bombings,  no  one  was  ever  killed.  There  were  full-blown  riots  - it's 
probably  a miracle  no  one  was  ever  killed  - and  in  the  end  the  United 
Steelworkers  prevailed  and  took  over  representing  the  workers  at  INCO,  in 
1962.  Mine  Mill,  however,  remained  at  Falconbridge. 

Let's  move  into  the  sixties.  The  war  in  Vietnam  was  happening.  War  is 
always  good  for  the  nickel  business.  During  the  Falklands  War  I remember 
sitting  with  a bunch  of  INCO  workers  watching  TV,  and  the  Argentineans 
were  sinking  a British  boat,  and  the  British  were  sinking  an  Argentinean 
battleship,  and  my  friends  at  INCO  were  saying,  "Oh,  geez,  if  the 
Argentineans  could  only  sink  one  of  those  big  British  aircraft  carriers, 
that'd  be  just  great."  It  is  said  that  there  is  a ton  of  nickel  in  every 
B-52  bomber.  And  a lot  of  nickel  in  those  bombs  that  were  being  dropped  on 
the  Vietnamese.  So  INCO  boomed,  Sudbury  boomed,  it  was  a great  investment. 

Also  INCO  expanded  from  its  Sudbury  base  into  Thompson,  Manitoba  and 
formed  another  division,  Manitoba  Division,  and  that  was  the  beginning  of 
INCO's  breaking  outward,  and  also  the  beginning,  in  a way,  of  the  end  of 
Sudbury's  monopoly.  The  environmental  record  reached  its  worst  during  the 
sixties  as  well.  The  Copper  Cliff  smelter  of  INCO  - the  stacks  there,  not 
the  Super-stack  we  have  now  - put  out  something  like  3600  tonnes  of  sulfur 
dioxide  per  day  in  smelting  ore.  They  were  the  largest  single  source  of 
sulfur  dioxide  emissions  in  the  world.  That  one  smelter  accounted  for  4% 
of  the  whole  world's  S02  emissions  into  the  atmosphere.  Sulfur  dioxide  is 
a gas,  a very  noxious  gas,  that  is  a big  contributor  to  acid  rain,  as 
environmentalists  were  to  learn  shortly  in  the  seventies.  And  of  course  it 
became  a global  issue. 

I moved  to  Sudbury  in  1974  and  was  immediately  enamored  with  the  place, 
and  its  importance  in  the  American  overall  scheme  of  things.  I was  a draft 
dodger  and  quite  happy  to  get  back  at  Uncle  Sam  in  any  way  I could.  And  I 
think  one  of  the  reasons  Mine  Mill  was  destroyed  was  because  you  had  this 
militant,  strong  left-wing  union  sitting  astride  a material  that  has  been 
described  as  the  most  strategic  single  mineral  for  making  war  that  there 
is  - nickel.  And  the  U.S.  Defence  Department  absolutely  had  to  have  a 
secure  supply  of  nickel  during  the  Cold  War.  I think  that's  one  of  the 
reasons  Mine  Mill  was  destroyed.  In  '74  when  I moved  there,  there  were  14, 
000  unionized  workers  at  INCO.  The  company  made  $300  million  plus  in 
profits  - that's  Canadian  dollars  - in  1974.  That  is,  each  worker  produced 
the  same  amount  that  he  or  she  received  in  wages,  in  profit,  if  you  can 
imagine.  It  was  a high  water  mark  for  the  company. 

That  year  too  INCO  broke  new  ground  by  hiring  women  to  work  in 
production  and  maintenance.  They  had  done  so  during  the  Second  World  War, 
but  of  course  when  the  men  returned  from  the  fighting,  as  in  so  many  other 
industries,  INCO  sent  the  women  home.  But  now  finally,  they  were  beginning 
to  hire  women,  under  the  expansion  that  was  going  on,  and  they  were 
breaking  this  gender  boundary  long  before  most  other  mining  companies. 
Falconbridge,  to  this  day,  has  not  a single  woman  working  in  production 
and  maintenance,  out  of  their  1500  workers.  Every  one  is  a man.  At  least 
at  INCO  - and  believe  you  me,  mining  is  a very  male  industry,  from  the  get 


go,  it's  a very  tough,  macho  world  - INCO  brought  these  women  in,  and 
they're  still  there.  The  hardier  souls  now  have  twenty  years'  seniority. 
But  it  was  a difficult  thing  to  do.  It's  something  that  is  to  INCO's 
credit  for  doing.  They  certainly  didn't  have  to  do  it. 

Also  in  the  mid-70's  the  company  repatriated  its  headquarters  - which 
had  always  been  on  Wall  Street,  in  New  York,  even  though  the  base  of 
operations  was  in  Canada  - to  Bay  Street.  So  the  world  headquarters  of 
INCO  are  in  Toronto.  And  they  will  tell  you  they're  a Canadian  company. 
Well,  it  depends  on  how  you  define  it.  A majority  of  shares  held  in 
Canada?  Maybe.  Are  the  larger  central  shareholders  Canadian?  Maybe  not. 
It's  a widely  held  public  company,  and  it's  a classic  example  of  a 
management-run  company.  There  isn't  a single  block  of  shareholders  who 
call  the  shots  at  INCOj  the  managers  really  seem  to  run  the  company, 
answerable,  of  course,  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  But  that  was  a symbolic 
gesture  that  INCO  made.  Probably  more  than  symbolic. 

Nineteen  seventy-eight  was  a turning  point.  That  was  the  year  of  the 
INCO  strike.  It  began  in  the  fall,  and  it  went  until  Dune  of  '79.  It  was 
the  longest  strike,  in  terms  of  person-days  off,  in  the  history  of 
Canadian  labour. 

The  start  of  any  strike  at  INCO  is  like  a visit  to  hell.  There  are 
picket  lines  at  every  plant  gate,  and  the  guys  are  probably  drinking  beer, 
and  have  probably  torn  up  everything  they  can  find  that  will  burn  and  have 
started  a bonfire.  The  beer  is  flowing  pretty  good,  and  anything  that 
moves  inside  the  fences  is  fair  game  for  a brick  or  an  empty  beer  bottle 
or  whatever.  The  bosses  are  scurrying  around  in  their  trucks,  trying  to 
police  the  perimeter.  And  you've  got  guys  just  having  a good  old  time  and 
letting  off  a lot  of  the  steam  they  feel  from  working  for  all  these  years 

at  that  place.  There  was  a hit  tune  that  year  at  INCOj  it  was  called  Take 

this  Dob  and  Shove  it!  by  Dohnny  Paycheck.  And  there  was  a motto  for  this 
strike,  "Out  'til  the  grass  is  green."  And  when  you  say  that  in  Sudbury  in 
September,  you're  talking  about  6 or  7 months.  There  was  just  one  problem. 
There  was  a 270  million  pound  stockpile  [of  nickel]  at  that  time.  Everyone 
from  the  leader  of  the  Steelworker ' s union,  to  Stephen  Lewis,  then  Leader 
of  the  NDP  said,  "These  Sudbury  workers  must  be  suicidal.  They're  going  to 
be  out  all  winter."  And  that  was  sure  the  way  it  started.  It  was  a titanic 
, epical  struggle  that  cost  virtually  every  penny  in  savings  that  every 
worker  had,  and  that  wreaked  tremendous  hardship  in  the  community.  But  it 
made  a huge  difference  to  the  company,  and  to  the  community  in  the  long- 
run  . 

One  of  the  things  that  happened  was  that  INCO  took  a tremendous  beating 
in  the  media.  The  media  loved  the  story  of  the  INCO  strike.  Here  you  had 

these  Sudbury  miners  and  their  families,  with  their  bare  fridges,  fighting 

this  multi-national,  greedy  corporation  that  didn't  care.  And  before  that, 
in  1977,  we  had  what  was  known  as  the  INCO  layoffs.  The  company  is  making 
money,  and  they  suddenly  announce,  taking  everyone  by  surprise,  that 
they're  laying  off  something  like  1800  workers.  It  was  such  a huge 
controversy  at  this  time  that  we  were  on  The  National  three  nights  running 
There  was  huge  national  media  coverage,  an  outpouring  over  this  thing,  and 
the  Ontario  government  actually  appointed  a select  committee  on  the  INCO 
layoffs,  to  look  into  it  all.  It  was  one  of  the  first  examples  of  a mass 
corporate  downsizing  by  a company  that  was  making  a profit.  It  took 
everybody  by  surprise.  Nowadays,  of  course,  this  happens  every  day.  It's 
no  longer  the  first  item  on  the  news  - it  doesn't  even  get  on  the  national 
news.  INCO  pioneered  that  as  well.  They  saw  lean  times  coming  and  thought, 
we've  got  to  get  rid  of  the  workers. 

One  of  the  things  they  did  too  in  '74,  during  the  glory  years,  was  that 
they  bought  a battery  company  down  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  called 
ESB,  and  they  didn't  know  a thing  about  batteries.  It  seemed  like  a good 
thing  at  the  time  because  there's  a lot  of  nickel  in  batteries  - they  were 
nickel-carbide  batteries  - and  the  energy  crisis  was  on,  and  they  were 
happy  to  get  into  it.  It  looked  like  a sure  bet,  kind  of  a vertical 
integration.  But  it  turned  out  to  be  a real  bust,  one  of  the  many  terrible 
decisions  that  have  been  made  by  INCO  management  that  have  cost  the 
company,  and  its  workforce,  and  Canadians,  millions  of  dollars  just  in  the 
last  25  years  alone.  We'll  come  back  to  ESB  in  a minute. 


The  climax  of  the  INCO  strike,  from  the  media  perspective,  came  in  May 
of  '79.  The  strike  had  gone  on  all  winter,  and  sure  enough,  the  grass  was 
turning  green.  And  Canadian  Business,  with  the  full  cooperation  of  the 
company,  naturally  - Canadian  Business  [being]  a pretty  conservative.  Bay 
Street  financial  publication  - devoted  virtually  their  entire  issue  to 
INCO.  It  was  in  the  national  news  all  the  time  because  of  the  strike.  And 
the  heading  was  - this  was  written  by  Val  Ross,  and  is  a classic  piece  of 
Canadian  magazine  journalism,  in  my  opinion  - The  Arrogance  of  INCO:  A 
Century  of  Power  and  Profit,  and  now,  a Sea  of  Troubles.  This  devastated 
the  company,  from  the  senior  management  at  First  Canadian  Place  right  on 
down  to  the  shift  bosses  underground  at  the  3,000  foot  level.  A friend  of 
mine  was  the  PR  guy  at  that  time  for  INCO,  here  in  Toronto,  and  naturally, 
being  in  public  relations,  you're  trying  to  put  a good  spin  on  the 
corporate  image,  and  he  said  that  his  friends  at  the  toronto  Press  Club  had 
dubbed  him  Titanic  Tom.  Because  trying  to  get  INCO  a good  public  relations 
image  was  like  rearranging  the  deck  chairs  on  the  Titanic. 

So  1978  was  a critical  year.  The  strike  was  won,  at  tremendous  cost  to 
all  concerned.  And  INCO  began  to  change,  because  of  this.  They  began  to 
have  a much  better  media  policy,  and  presence.  I moved  to  Sudbury,  as  I 
mentioned,  in  '74,  and  what  I found  there  - and  I wrote  a documentary 
piece  called  "Hacks,  Flacks,  and  Super-stacks"  in  a magazine  called 
Content,  was  that  they  [INCO]  completely  controlled  the  Sudbury  news  media, 
not  necessarily  directly  in  the  news  room,  but  because  they  contributed  so 
much  in  content,  in  advertising  dollars  and  so  on,  that  management 
naturally  looked  very  favourably  on  the  company,  and  no  one  dared  to  be 
critical  of  them  publicly.  And  no  one  ever  had,  in  the  media.  That  began 
to  change.  They  pulled  back  a lot  of  this  advertising.  They  tried  to  have 
some  kind  of  a proper  distance  from  newsrooms  in  Sudbury  and  in  Toronto. 

They  launched  a big  sulfur  dioxide  abatement  campaign.  The  Copper  Cliff 
smelter  was  now  almost  50  years  old.  They  could  have  opened  a new  one  at 
the  cost  of  something  like  one  billion  dollars,  but  they  didn't.  What  they 
did  do  was  retrofit  it;  they  cleaned  up  the  old  one.  Did  a pretty  good  job 
of  it.  They  reduced  the  sulfur  dioxide  emissions  by  something  like  a 
magnitude  of  5,  I believe,  from  3600  tonnes  a day  to  800  tonnes  a day. 
That's  still  a lot  of  sulfur  to  be  putting  up  in  the  air,  but  nonetheless, 
a five-fold  improvement.  Their  safety  and  health  record  had  been 
atrocious.  In  some  years  as  many  as  a dozen  workers  would  be  killed.  I 
remember  one  period  - it's  in  this  piece  I wrote  in  '74  - when  at  just  one 
mine  three  guys  were  killed  in  the  span  of  just  3 or  4 months.  They  would 
run  lost-time  accidents  - serious  accidents  that  would  require  surgery, 
dressing,  stitches,  or  even  more  drastic  medical  treatment  - 6000  or  7000 
lost-time  accidents  a year.  Well,  they  began  to  change  that  as  well  on  the 
job.  Their  accident  frequency  fell,  their  fatality  rates  fell.  I think  in 
1982,  actually,  they  went  a whole  year  without  killing  anybody.  It  was  the 
first  time.  I even  wrote  a story  about  it  in  the  Globe.  It  was  remarkable. 
Here  they  go  a whole  year  and  nobody  died.  That  was  something.  So  they 
learned  the  lessons  of  '78,  that  the  workers  and  media  had  taught  them. 
They're  not  stupid  people.  Don't  ever  underestimate  your  adversary. 

So  by  the  1980 's  do  we  have  a kinder  gentler  INCO?  If  you  believe  their 
advertising.  And  you'll  see  it  all  the  time  in  almost  every  Canadian  slick 
glossy  magazine.  They'll  buy  a page  [and  write  something]  along  the  lines 
of  "wiser  or  smarter  for  our  experience"  which  is  kind  of  a subtextual 
thing,  saying  "OK,  our  experience  hasn't  been  very  good,  but  we've  learned 
from  it,  and  now  we're  better".  And  this  is  the  company  that  is  now 
heading  off  to  Voisey's  Bay. 

Let  me  get  back  to  ESB  for  a minute,  in  the  early  eighties.  It  had 
proven  an  unmitigated  disaster.  What  did  a bunch  of  nickel-mining  guys  - 
and  they  know  their  stuff  about  nickel  mining  - what  do  they  know  about 
running  a battery  company?  Nothing,  as  it  turned  out.  It  was  losing  money, 
and  in  '82  they  wrote  the  whole  thing  off.  A $400  or  $500  Million  loss. 

The  first  time,  I think,  that  INCO  ever  lost  money  in  all  its  years.  They 
took  a major  hit  - I think  it  was  the  largest  write-off  at  that  time, 
since  superseded  by  Olympia  and  York,  and  the  Reichmann's,  of  course.  So 
that  was  one  of  a number  of  reverses  the  company  has  endured,  but  it  is  so 
rich.  And  it  has  - I would  like  to  think  that  the  workers  in  Sudbury  are 


so  productive  - that  it  can  take  a lot  of  hits  and  still  keep  on  ticking. 

The  other  thing  that  happened,  I'm  sorry  to  say,  was  that  the 
Steelworkers  Local  6500,  which  had  been  a militant  force  in  Canadian 
labour,  became  very  quiet.  And,  not  to  put  too  fine  a point  on  it,  could 
be  said  to  have  climbed  into  bed  with  the  company.  And  that  sort  of 
opposition  within  the  community  to  INCO  diminished,  and  that  media  fight 
that  was  going  on,  that  kind  of  dialogue  began  to  cease.  So  INCO  sort  of 
stepped  into  the  shadows  a bit.  It  wasn't  in  the  news,  and  that's  the  way 
they  like  it.  And  the  money  kept  rolling  in. 

INCO,  of  course,  is  global.  And  in  the  '70's  they  decided  to  leave 
Canada  for  the  first  time,  and  they  went  into  Guatemala,  with  a company 
called  Exmibol,  and  Indonesia,  at  a place  called  Soroako,  where  they 
started  PT  Indonesia.  These  are  wholly-owned  - I think  in  Guatemala 
there's  a fifty-fifty  deal  - they  are  wholly-owned  subsidiaries,  sometimes 
they  have  partners,  and  its  a similar  structure  to  what  we  have  now  in 
Voisey's  Bay  with  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Co.  (VBN  Ltd.),  which  is  a wholly- 
owned  INCO  subsidiary. 

Guatemala,  too,  turned  out  to  be  a bust.  These  were  different  kinds  of 
ores;  they're  laterites.  They're  on  the  surface,  like  Voisey's  Bay,  so 
they're  cheaper  to  mine,  but  they're  energy-intensive  to  smelt.  The  oil 
crisis  came  in  1974  and  the  cost  of  oil  to  fuel  the  smelter,  to  smelt  or 
refine  the  laterites  ore  went  way  up  - one  of  the  cost  variables,  which 
may  also  be  a factor  in  Voisey's  Bay  - and  they  couldn't  make  money.  So 
Exmibol  was  closed  and  it  remains  closed. 

Indonesia,  on  the  other  hand,  is  open.  It  is  expanding  as  we  speak.  It 
has  turned  out  to  be  very  profitable.  I don't  think  I have  to  tell  you 
that  both  countries  have  some  of  the  most  oppressive  and  repressive 
regimes  in  the  world,  and  the  company  is  able  to  deal  very  very  nicely 
with  these  generals  and  these  ruffians  that  run  these  places.  And  they 
will  tell  you,  in  Indonesia,  that  they've  built  a whole  community.  They 
have  kind  of  a model  city  that  didn't  exist  before  - 20,000  people  I think 
are  clustered  around  their  operation  there.  It  has  schools,  it  has 
hospitals,  it  has  all  sorts  of  amenities  that  are  denied  to  peasants  in 
the  Third  World,  thanks  to  INCO.  And  they  solved  the  energy  question  by 
generating  their  own  hydro-electric  power  with  big  power  dams.  So, 
Indonesia  has  turned  out  to  be  a very  good  deal.  Guatemala,  another 
hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars'  fiasco,  and  a write-off. 

So  this  is  the  company,  then,  that  the  people  of  Labrador  & 

Newfoundland  find  coming  into  their  backyard.  The  people  there,  I found 
out  on  my  trip  last  year,  have  absolutely  no  experience  with  mining  and 
milling  and  smelting  and  refining,  not  a lot  of  experience  - it's  true  of 
both  the  native  and  the  non-native  population  maybe  - with  industrial 
production  and  development.  And  so  they're  a bit  baffled.  And  INCO  is 
performing  like  its  old  self  in  these  ways.  I'll  tell  you  a couple  of 
stories.  One,  they  go  into  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  and  hire  the  best 
brains  money  can  buy.  There's  a guy  who's  Vice-President  of  Corporate 
Affairs,  I think  his  name  is  Rick  Gill.  Vice-  President  of  VBN  Ltd.,  that 
is.  He  was  one  of  the  top  PR  guys  in  St.  lohn's,  Newfoundland.  He's  been 
hired  by  INCO  to  be  one  of  their  senior  executives  there.  Well  Rick  and 
the  boys  fly  into  Nain,  Labrador,  the  nearest  settlement  to  the  mine  site 
itself,  an  Inuit  community.  And  one  of  the  things  they  do  is  buy 
sculptures,  Inuit  sculptures  from  a local  sculptor,  who  happens  to  be 
opposed  to  the  development,  by  the  way.  And  they  crate  it  up,  and  they  pay 
thousands  of  dollars  for  this,  and  they  put  it  on  their  airplanes  and 
bring  it  back  to  St.  lohn's  or  whatever.  They  spend  a quarter  of  a million 
dollars  supporting  an  art  show  of  Inuit,  Labrador  and  Newfoundland  art, 
endowing  the  arts.  There's  a Winter  Games  held  in  Labrador.  Well,  INCO's 
giving  a quarter  of  a million  dollars  to  that  too.  And  suddenly  in  your 
local  media  you  begin  to  see  pictures  of  Rick  Gill  giving  a big  nickel- 
plated  cheque  to  the  community  sponsor  of  the  Newfoundland  and  Labrador 
Winter  Games.  Classic,  standard  INCO  practice.  It's  been  going  on  in 
Sudbury  and  other  places  around  the  world  since  Day  One.  You  can  see  it  as 
a public-spirited  corporation  - and  the  company  has  endowed  millions  of 
dollars  into  hospitals  and  infrastructure  in  Sudbury  - or  you  could  see  it 
as  a company  that  could  be  paying  more  in  tax,  maybe  if  it  had  to,  and  we 


could  be  deriving  these  benefits  through  the  tax  structure,  instead  of  at 
corporate  whim.  You  can  take  your  pick.  But  a lot  of  people  are  taken  in, 
naturally,  and  a lot  of  people,  when  they  need  money  to  support  some 
public  endeavour,  immediately,  where  do  you  go?  You  go  to  this  rich 
company  with  deep  pockets  and  cash  on  hand,  and  you  ask  for  a donation, 
and  quite  likely,  you  get  it. 

So  that  is,  in  a nutshell,  the  company  that  we're  up  against,  whether  in 
Sudbury  or  Voisey's  Bay.  Now  I'd  like  to  take  a question  or  two  before  we 

take  a break.  And  one  of  the  things  I'd  like  to  do,  while  we're  all  here, 

is  talk  concretely  about  how  we  can  organize  to  deal  with  Voisey's  Bay, 

both  to  support  the  Innu  and  the  Inuit,  and  the  people  of  Newfoundland  as 

well,  in  this  looming  struggle  that  they're  about  to  start  fighting,  but 
also  to  bring  the  people  of  Sudbury,  and  Toronto,  and  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador  together  more.  We  have  this  wealth  of  experience  in  dealing  with 
this  monster.  And  we've  documented  it.  This  is  just  a tiny  fraction  of  the 
books  that  I have  on  my  shelf  about  the  nickel  industry,  INCO,  the  history 
of  organized  labour  in  Sudbury,  and  so  on.  So  we  need  to  exchange,  we  need 
to  communicate,  and  ideally,  we  need  to  get  people  from  here  to  Labrador, 
people  from  Labrador  to  Sudbury,  people  from  Sudbury  to  Toronto.  And  I'd 
be  interested  in  talking  about  ways  that  we  might  do  that.  Anyway,  that's 
the  short  short  corporate  history  of  INCO. 

VB-IRC  would  like  to  thank  the  Ontario  Public  Interest  Research  Group 
(Toronto  and  York  chapters)  for  co-sponsoring  these  teach-ins. 
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Hello  all. 

It  is  incredible  that  this  has  remained  unresolved  for  twenty  years, 
great  court  system  we  have  here,  it  seems  that  it  successfully  keeps 
anything  from  being  decided. 

High  court  will  rule  on  Crow  coal  tax  case 
By  LORNA  THACKERAY 
Of  The  Gazette  Staff 
The  Billings  Gazette 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  agreed  Tuesday  to  decide  whether  Montana  and  Big 
Horn  County  must  pay  the  Crow  Tribe  $58  million  in  taxes  illegally 
collected  on  coal  owned  by  the  Crow  Tribe. 

Outcome  of  the  case  could  actually  cost  the  state  hundreds  of  millions 
more  in  interest  on  coal  severance  and  gross  proceeds  taxes  collected 
between  1975  and  1983.  The  coal  was  mined  on  the  Ceded  Strip  adjacent  to 
the  reservation  by  Westmoreland  Resources. 

Westmoreland,  the  only  company  mining  Crow-owned  coal,  paid  $46.8million 
to  the  state  and  another  $11.4  million  to  Big  Horn  County  during  that 
eight-year  period.  Earlier  in  the  history  of  the  20-year-old  case,  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  ruled  that  those  taxes  were  an  illegal  infringement  on  the 
tribe's  sovereignty. 

The  issue  the  Supreme  Court  will  hear  this  session  is  Montana's  contention 
that  it  should  not  have  to  pay  the  tribe  since  the  taxes  were  actually 
collected  not  from  the  Crow,  but  from  Westmoreland. 

The  state  appealed  from  a 1996  ruling  by  the  U.S.  9th  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  that  ordered  the  state  and  Big  Horn  County  to  reimburse  the  tribe. 
The  appeals  court  also  remanded  the  issue  of  whether  the  state  and  county 
should  pay  interest  on  the  illegally  collected  taxes  back  to  the  Montana 
federal  court. 

Tribal  attorney  Robert  Pelcyger  reached  Tuesday  at  his  office  in  Boulder, 
Colo.,  said  that  he  will  argue  that  in  collecting  the  tax  it  was  the 
tribes'  rights,  not  Westmoreland's,  that  were  violated. 


"It  was  the  Crow  Tribe  that  is  the  wronged  party  here, ' ' Pelcyger  said.  "It 
was  the  Crow  Tribe  that  was  harmed  by  the  taxes.' ' 

Westmoreland  would  have  paid  the  taxes  to  the  tribe  if  it  hadn't  had  to  pay 
the  state,  he  said. 

Pelcyger  also  said  that  the  9th  Circuit  in  its  1996  decision  had  noted  that 
the  state  had  collected  four  times  as  much  in  taxes  on  Crow  coal  as  the 
tribe  had  received  in  royalties. 

He  will  fly  to  Montana  today  to  discuss  the  case  with  tribal  Chairman  Clara 
Nomee . 

The  state  now  has  45  days  to  file  additional  briefs  in  the  case.  Then  the 
tribe  and  the  United  States,  which  joined  the  tribe  in  its  efforts  to 
collect  back  taxes,  have  30  days  to  respond.  Pelcyger  said  he  expects  the 
case  to  be  set  for  oral  arguments  in  either  February  or  March.  A decision 
will  probably  be  made  before  the  court  recesses  at  the  end  of  Dune,  he  said. 
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SUMMARY  AND  UPDATE 

The  Original  CRAZY  HORSE  MALT  LIQUOR  Case 
In  the  ROSEBUD  SIOUX  TRIBAL  COURT 

^Jurisdiction  on  Appeal 

To  the  8th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 

HORNELL  BREWING  CO.,  INC.,  D/B/A,  FEROLITO,  VULTAGGIO  & SONS;  THE  G. 

HEI LEMAN  BREWING  CO.,  INC.,  AND  UOHN  FEROLITO  AND  DON  VULTAGGIO, 

INDIVIDUALLY,  PLAINTIFFS/APPELLEES, 

VS. 

THE  ROSEBUD  SIOUX  TRIBAL  COURT;  STANLEY  WHITING,  PRO-TEM  TRIBUNAL  3UDGE 
SETH  H.  BIG  CROW,  SR.  AS  ADMINISTRATOR  OF  THE  ESTATE  OF  TASUNKE  WITKO,  A.K.A 
CRAZY  HORSE,  ET  AL., 

DEFENDANTS/APPELLANTS. 

[8  USCA  No.  97-1242SDP/1243SDP/ /Cross  Appeal  No.  97-1244SDP] 

BACKGROUND 

On  March  17,  1992,  the  makers  of  Arizona  Iced  Tea  (Ferolito,  Vultaggio  & 

Sons,  dba  Hornell  Brewing  Company,  and  the  G.  Heileman  Brewing  Company), 
produced  a fortified  alcohol  beverage  called:  "The  Original  Crazy  Horse  Malt 
Liquor"  that  has  been  primarily  marketed  to  young  urban  men  of  color. 

Despite  some  18  months  of  protests  by  Indian  Tribes,  churches,  activists, 
and  a failed  federal  attempt  prohibiting  the  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco  and 
Firearms  from  issuing  a Certificate  Of  Label  Approval,  the  Brewers  expanded 
sales  --  reportedly  selling  over  one  million  cases  of  the  malt  liquor  in  the 
first  year  alone  --  from  14  to  over  40  states. 

Several  states,  including  Washington,  Nebraska  and  Minnesota,  have  taken 
action  to  oppose  the  use  of  this  patently  offensive  label  within  their 
borders.  The  Washington  State  Liquor  Control  Board's  prohibition  was  not 
challenged,  Nebraska  sought  and  received  voluntary  compliance  from  liquor 
distributors,  and  Minnesota's  legislation  was  overturned  by  the  state's 
appellate  court  on  an  appeal  from  the  Minnesota  chapter  of  the  ACLU. 

In  The  ROSEBUD  SIOUX  TRIBAL  COURT 

In  August  1993,  the  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko  (representing  descendant 
families  from  Rosebud,  Pine  Ridge  and  Cheyenne  River  Reservations  in  South 
Dakota)  filed  a complaint  with  affidavits  in  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Court 
entitled:  IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE  ESTATE  OF  TASUNKE  WITKO  (Crazy  Horse)  vs. 
Heileman,  Hornell,  Ferolito,  Vultaggio  & Sons,  and  3ohn  Ferolito  and  Don 
Vultaggio,  citing  five  causes  of  action: 

1)  Defamation  of  the  spirit  under  Lakota  law; 

2)  Negligent  and  intentional  infliction  of  emotional  distress;  and 
violations  of 

3)  Estate's  publicity  rights  under  Lakota  law; 

4)  the  federal  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act;  and 

5)  the  federal  Lanham  Act. 


In  October,  1993,  the  Brewers  filed  a motion  to  dismiss  filed  in  Tribal 
Court  for  lack  of  personal  and  subject  matter  jurisdiction.  After  a hearing 
in  Duly,  1994,  in  which  affidavits  and  arguments  were  submitted,  the  Tribal 
Court  recognized  the  Estate's  tribal  right  of  publicity,  but  held  that  the 
Tribal  Court  lacked  jurisdiction  in  this  matter,  under  Montana  v.  United 
States.  In  January  1995,  the  Estate  appealed  the  dismissal  to  the  Rosebud 
Sioux  Supreme  Court. 

In  the  ROSEBUD  SIOUX  SUPREME  COURT 

In  June  1996,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Supreme  Court  issued  a preliminary  ruling 
on  Estate's  appeal  of  decision  on  motion  to  dismiss.  It  held  that  the  Estate 
had  established  a prima  facie  case  for  jurisdiction,  so  as  to  survive  the 
Brewers  motion  to  dismiss.  The  Tribal  Supreme  Court  remanded  the  case  back 
to  the  Tribal  Court  for  a "prompt  trial  on  the  merits"  acknowledging  that 
proper  jurisdiction,  of  course,  would  have  to  be  established,  perhaps  in  an 
evidentiary  hearing  in  the  Tribal  Court.  The  Rosebud  Sioux  Supreme  Court 
also  denied  the  Estate  standing  to  bring  any  claims  under  the  Indian  Arts  and 
Crafts  Act,  interpreting  the  federal  law  as  providing  standing  only  to  the 
U.S.  Attorney  General  or  a federally  recognized  Indian  tribe  to  bring  suit 
under  the  statute. 

On  Remand  to  the  TRIBAL  TRIAL  COURT 

In  July  1996,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  petitioned  to  join  the  lawsuit  as 
a co-plaintiff  on  behalf  of  itself  and  the  Estate,  bringing  of  causes  of 
action  under  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act. 

Into  FEDERAL  DISTRICT  COURT 

In  July  1996,  Breweries  claimed  to  have  exhausted  their  tribal  court 
remedies  as  required  under  federal  law,  and  filed  for  "judicial  review"  of 
the  Rosebud  Sioux  Supreme  Court  decision  in  the  Federal  District  Court  in 
Pierre,  SD,  [CIV.  No.  96-3028].  The  Breweries  also  asked  the  District  Court 
to  restrain  and  enjoin  the  Tribal  Court  from  proceeding  in  this  matter. 

The  Breweries  sought  a federal  determination  that  the  Tribal  Court  has  NO 
JURISDICTION  to  hear  the  case,  and  a preliminary  injunction,  claiming 
likelihood  of  the  success  on  the  issue  of  lack  of  jurisdiction.  They 
maintained  that  simply  by  proceeding  in  a Tribal  Court  trial  they  would 
suffer  irreparable  harm  in  the  nature  of  unrecoverable  litigation  costs  and 
unspecified  constitutional  harms. 

The  Breweries  filed  against  the  Estate,  the  Tribal  Court  and  the  Tribal 
Trial  Court  Judge,  but  did  not  include  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  which  had  been 
granted  status  as  a co-plaintiff  in  the  Tribal  Court  action. 

DISTRICT  COURT'S  ORDER: 

In  November  1996,  the  Federal  District  Court  held  a telephonic  hearing, 
and  in  December  1996  issued  an  order  which: 

1)  Found  that  the  Brewers  did  NOT  EXFIAUST  tribal  court  remedies; 

2)  Remanded  the  case  back  to  the  Tribal  Court  for  an  evidentiary 
hearing  on  jurisdiction. 

3)  Restrained  the  Tribal  Court  from  holding  anything  but  an  evidentiary 
hearing  on  jurisdiction,  i.e.  NO  FULL  TRIAL  ON  THE  MERITS. 

4)  Field  that  Brewers  had  shown  a LIKELIFIOOD  OF  SUCCESS  on  lack  of 
subject  matter  jurisdiction,  even  though  the  Court  erroneously  failed  to 
addressed  the  "valid  tribal  interests"  of  the  Indian  parties  and  never 
addressed  the  DIRECT  involvement  of  the  Rosebud  Tribe  as  a PARTY. 

5)  Reasoned  that  subjecting  the  Brewers  to  a Tribal  Court  trial  would 
amount  to  irreparable  harm,  in  that,  should  they  ultimately  win  in  Tribal 
Court  or  have  the  federal  court  overturn  a Tribal  Court  decision  in  favor  of 
the  Estate,  the  Brewers  would  likely  face  unrecoverable  litigation  costs, 
along  with  unspecified  violations  of  their  constitutional  rights. 

ON  APPEAL  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  COURT  OF  APPEALS  FOR  THE  8TH  CIRCUIT 

Each  side  has  appealed  to  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals. 

ESTATE  AND  TRIBAL  COURT  Argue: 

The  Estate  and  Tribal  Court  have  appealed  the  Federal  District  Court's 
restraining  order  and  injunction,  arguing: 


First,  the  District  Court's  ruling  violated  the  law  of  the  8th  Circuit 
with  regard  to  the  proper  federal/tribal  procedural  interface,  in  that  once 
"lack  of  exhaustion  of  tribal  court  remedies"  is  found,  the  Federal  Court 
must  "stay  its  hand"  and,  therefore,  should  not  restrain  the  Tribal  Court 
from  proceeding  to  a full  trial  on  the  merits. 

Second,  even  if  the  8th  Circuit  finds  no  such  violation,  the  District  Court 
erred  in  granting  a preliminary  injunction,  particularly  in  this  case  because 
it  erroneously  held  there  was  a likelihood  of  success  of  the  Brewers  proving 
a lack  of  subject  matter  jurisdiction.  The  Estate  and  the  Tribal  Court 
maintain  that  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Court  has  adequate,  if  not  exclusive, 
subject  matter  jurisdiction  in  a case  involving  the  descent  and  appropriation 
of  cultural  property  rights  belonging  to  an  Indian  person's  estate  located  on 
an  Indian  Reservation. 

Finally,  the  District  Court  erroneously  held  that  the  Brewers  would  be 
irreparably  harmed,  through  supposedly  unrecoverable  litigation  costs  and 
unspecified  violation  of  their  Constitutional  rights,  by  the  allowance  of 
even  concurrent  proceedings  in  Tribal  Court. 

1)  The  mere  costs  of  litigation,  even  if  unrecoverable,  clearly  do  not 
amount  to  irreparable  harm. 

2)  To  date,  the  Breweries  have  simply  not  suffered  any  real  or  imagined 
violations  of  their  constitutional  rights.  Further,  they  always  would  have 
full  opportunity  to  seek  federal  review  of  a Tribal  Court  judgment  as  to  any 
violation  of  constitutional  rights  prior  to  any  enforcement  action  taken  on  a 
Tribal  Court  judgment. 

BREWING  COMPANIES  Argue: 

The  Brewers  contend  that  merely  having  gone  to  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Supreme 
Court  on  the  Estate's  preliminary  procedural  appeal  of  the  Brewers'  motion  to 
dismiss  means  that  their  tribal  court  remedies  have  been  exhausted.  They 
insist  that  the  Federal  District  Court  was  wrong  in  finding  that  Tribal  Court 
remedies  were  not  exhausted. 

Further,  the  Brewers  contend  that  under  State  v.  A-l  Contractors  (a  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decision  denying  tribal  court  jurisdiction  to  hear  a civil  tort 
claims  case  between  two  non-Indian  parties  arising  from  an  automobile 
accident  on  a state  highway  in  a reservation),  that  the  Rosebud  Tribal  Court 
has  no  jurisdiction  over  them  or  their  appropriation  of  intangible  Indian 
property  rights  and  thus  it  should  be  barred  from  ever  hearing  this  case. 

ROSEBUD  SIOUX  TRIBE  Files  as  Amicus: 

The  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe,  which  is  a co-plaintiff  in  the  Tribal  Court  action 
but  has  been  ignored  by  the  Brewers  in  their  federal  lawsuit,  has  filed  as  an 
Amicus  in  the  8th  Circuit  appeal.  The  Tribe  argues  the  proper  reach  of 
Montana  v.  U.S.  and  underscores  both  the  valid  tribal  interests  and  adequate 
subject  matter  jurisdiction  in  this  case  under  both  tribal  law  and  federal 
law. 

ORAL  ARGUMENT  in  the  8TH  CIRCUIT  Set  for  November  17th 

The  issues  have  been  fully  briefed  and  oral  argument  is  presently  set  for 
November  17th  in  St.  Paul,  MN.  The  argument  is  open  to  the  public  at  the 
Federal  Court  House  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

For  More  Information  Contact: 

Phyllis  Tousey  Frederick  or  Yolanda  Maya 
Crazy  Horse  Defense  Project  (CHDP) 

c/o  Neighborhood  Justice  Center  Phone:  612-222-4703 

500  Laurel  Avenue  FAX:  612-222-0931 

St.  Paul,  MN  55102  e-mail:  CHDP  MN@aol.com 

"RE : Apache  Elders  Applaud  Sacred  Runners"  

Date:  Fri,  17  Oct  1997  14:05:57  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : Mt. Graham  Sacred  Runners/Applauded  by  Apache  Elders 

UUCP  email 

News  release:  Oct.  13,  1997 

APACHE  ELDERS  APPLAUD  MT.  GRAHAM  SACRED  RUNNERS 


San  Carlos,  AZ--  More  than  a dozen  Apache  Elders  were  joined 
by  members  of  the  San  Carlos  Apache  Nation  and  other  nations 
to  thank  Indian  and  non-Indian  runners  of  the  Mt.  Graham  Sacred 
Run  on  October  11th. 

The  66-mile  run  began  from  the  traditional  dancing  grounds  from 
Calva  adjacent  to  Bylas,  one  of  the  four  districts  of  the  San 
Carlos  Apache  Reservation  and  up  onto  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  (Mt. 

Graham).  The  run  was  in  protest  of  the  University  of  Arizona,  the 
Vatican,  Italian  and  German  and  Ohio  State  University  telescope 
desecration  of  this  sacred  Apache  mountain  coupled  with  the 
Aug.  30  arrest  by  UA  officials  of  Wendsler  Nosie,  a tribal  member, 
for  criminal  trespass  after  having  gone  there  to  pray.  Mr.  Nosie' s 
trial  has  been  set  for  Oct.  31  at  1:30  pm  in  the  Graham  County 
Courthouse  in  Safford,  Arizona. 

The  run  was  organized  by  Wendsler,  Carlos  and  Tommy  Nosie 
of  the  Apaches  for  Cultural  Preservation.  It  was  timed  to  coincide 
with  the  Student  Environmental  Action  Coalition's  (SEAC) 
demonstration  protesting  Columbus  Day  on  the  UA  campus  on 
Oct.  13. 

The  Apaches  ran  side-by-side  with  Indian  runners  from  various  other 
nations  and  SEAC  from  throughout  the  United  States  in  a show  of 
solidarity  in  opposition  to  the  Mt.  Graham  telescopes. 

Indian  nations  represented  included  Navajo,  Yaqui,  Lakota, 

Klamath,  Modoc,  Yahoo  Band  of  Snake,  Ojibwe,  Pima,  Gila  River, 

Chippewa  with  SEAC  students  hailing  from  more  than  a dozen 
U.S.  states. 

At  5:30  am.  Tommy  Nosie  Sr.  started  the  run  by  carrying  the 
sacred  object  which  had  been  blessed  by  Apache  spiritual  leaders. 

The  Elders  welcomes  and  thanked  the  runners  for  showing  their 
concern  for  protecting  Apache  traditions.  Tears  rolled  down  the 
faces  of  the  youth  as  a stirring  prayer  was  given  by  Ruth  Rogers. 

A moment  of  silence  was  provided  for  the  late  Perre  Harney,  an 
Elder  medicine  man  who  had  been  present  on  the  mountain  in 
the  previous  years. 

Wendsler  Nosie  asked  for  respect  for  the  wisdom  of  their  Elders 
and  for  Apache  cultural  values.  He  thanked  the  Indian  and  non- 
Indian  runners  who  were  standing  side-by-side  to  help  protect  the 
Apache  traditions  under  attack  by  the  University  of  Arizona. 

"This  is  home  to  our  Apache  Mountain  Spirit  Dancers  and  it  is 
a place  that  is  sacred  to  my  people.  I prayed  for  the  well  being  of 
my  family,  especially  for  my  daughter  who  is  reaching  her  puberty 
age.  I have  a responsibility  to  prepare  her  for  a traditional  ceremony. 
I believe  in  my  right  to  freely  exercise  my  religion  and  just  because 
I did,  I was  punished  by  the  U of  A.  Since  when  do  people  have 
to  ask  permission  from  UA  to  pray  to  our  Creator?",  said  Nosie. 

Vernon  Foster,  a member  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  American 
Indian  Movement  and  AIM's  Southwest  Regional  Director,  pointed 
out,  "I  thought  it  was  an  excellent  gathering.  I was  very  happy  to 
see  the  Elders.  They  are  a strong  symbol  of  strength.  We  have  put 
our  bows  and  arrows  down,  now  our  weapon  is  our  minds,  our 
intellect,  what  we  learn  and  how  we  apply  it.  We  need  allies  not 
enemies . " 

Other  Elders  present  on  Mt.  Graham  included  Wheeler  Grimes, 

Diane  Grimes,  Audrey  Johnson,  Betty  Harney,  Tessie  Mull,  Pauline 
McIntosh,  Ruth  Rogers,  Lenora  Robertson  and  Mary  Anderson. 

By  3:15  pm,  the  sacred  object  was  carried  in  by  runner  Joel  Thomas, 
a Navajo  from  Prescott,  Arizona,  who  said,  "I  heard  about  the  run 
through  the  media  and  some  friends,  and  I wanted  to  be  part  of  it  so 
I could  contribute  by  prayers  to  my  brothers,  especially  Wendsler 
Nosie,  as  he  prepares  for  trial." 

Thomas  was  joined  in  by  Indian  and  non-Indian  runners  who  were 
greeted  by  a cheering  circle  of  Elders. 

Wendsler  Nosie  concluded,  "The  statute  which  I was  charged 
with  states  that  I cannot  go  into  any  property  with  trespassing 
signs.  My  purpose  on  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An  was  to  pray.  I have  a right 


to  freely  speak  to  God  and  I have  a right  to  freely  exercise  my 
religious  beliefs.  Like  my  ancestors,  many  of  our  prayers  have 
been  said  on  Mt.  Graham.  The  violation  cited  against  me  was  not 
proper  and  the  U.S.  Constitution  assures  me  protection  to  freely 
practice  my  right  of  religious  freedom  as  I did  on  Dzil  Nchaa  Si  An 
on  Aug.  30. " 

For  further  info: 

>>  Sandra  Rambler  520  475-2361  (San  Carlos  Apache  Tribal  Office) 


"RE : White  House  Fellowship  Program"  

Date:  Wed,  15  Oct  1997  09:58:27  -0600 

From:  "Cade,  Susan,  , SAM-GNFB"  <CADES@COMM. HQ. AF .MIL> 

Sub j : Text  file  for  the  White  House  Fellowship  Program 


Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 

THE  WHITE  HOUSE  FELLOWSHIP  PROGRAM 

1.  PLEASE  HELP  US  SPREAD  THE  WORD  TO  INDIVIDUALS  INTERESTED  IN  APPLYING  FOR 
THE  WHITE  HOUSE  FELLOWSHIP  PROGRAM. 

2.  PLEASE  RUN  THE  FOLLOWING  ARTICLE  TO  PUBLICIZE  THIS  PROGRAM  FOR  THE  NEXT 
MONTH . 

DID  YOU  KNOW  ALL  U.S.  CITIZENS  (EXCEPT  FEDERALLY  EMPLOYED  CIVILIANS)  ARE 
ELIGIBLE  TO  APPLY  FOR  THE  WHITE  HOUSE  FELLOWSHIP  PROGRAM?  THERE  ARE  NO 
RESTRICTIONS  FOR  AGE,  SEX,  RACE,  GRADE  OR  PHYSICAL  REQUIREMENTS.  THIS 
PROGRAM  SEEKS  TO  DRAW  EXCEPTIONALLY  PROMISING  PEOPLE  FROM  THROUGHOUT  THE 
NATION,  PROVIDING  THEM  FIRST-HAND  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  PROCESS  OF  GOVERNING 
OUR  NATION.  ANNUALLY,  11  TO  19  U.S.  CITIZENS  ARE  SELECTED  TO  WORK  FULL- 
TIME FOR  1 YEAR  AS  SPECIAL  ASSISTANTS  TO  SENIOR  EXECUTIVES  IN  CABINET- 
LEVEL  AGENCIES  OR  IN  THE  EXECUTIVE  OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT.  MILITARY 
PERSONNEL  ARE  ENCOURAGED  TO  APPLY  AS  THIS  PROGRAM  DOES  ENHANCE  EXECUTIVE 
DEVELOPMENT.  PLEASE  CONTACT  YOUR  LOCAL  MPF  CUSTOMER  SERVICE  ELEMENT  FOR 
FURTHER  INFORMATION. 

APPLICATIONS  MAY  BE  OBTAINED  BY  WRITING  THE  PRESIDENT'S  COMMISSION  ON 
WHITE  HOUSE  FELLOWS,  712  3ACKSON  STREET  NW,  WASHINGTON  DC  20006  OR  BY 
CALLING  (202)395-4522.  ALSO,  THE  PRESIDENT'S  COMMISSION  HAS  A WEBSITE 
WHERE  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION  CAN  BE  OBTAINED.  INTERESTED  CITIZENS  MAY 
ACCESS  THIS  INFORMATION  AT: 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/wh-fellows/. 

COMPLETED  APPLICATIONS  MUST  BE  RETURNED  TO  THE  PRESIDENT'S  COMMISSION 
POSTMARKED  NOT  LATER  THAN  15  NOV  97,  THE  APPLICATION  DEADLINE. 

THE  SELECTION  PROCESS  IS  VERY  COMPETITIVE.  CANDIDATES  ARE  DUDGED  ON  THE 
BASIS  OF  PROFESSIONAL,  ACADEMIC,  ATHLETIC,  ARTISTIC  AND  OTHER 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS,  AND  ON  THEIR  DEMONSTRATED  INTEREST  IN  PUBLIC  SERVICE. 

THE  PROCESS  IS  ALSO  LENGTHY.  REGIONAL  FINALISTS  WILL  BE  SELECTED  IN  FEB 
98  WITH  REGIONAL  INTERVIEWS  SCHEDULED  DURING  MAR  98  IN  CITIES  THROUGHOUT 
THE  UNITED  STATES.  FROM  THE  INTERVIEWS,  NATIONAL  FINALISTS  WILL  BE 
SELECTED  AND  NOTIFIED.  NOTIFICATION  FROM  THE  COMMISSION  WILL  BE  BY 
LETTER  IN  APR  98  WITH  NATIONAL  INTERVIEWS  FOLLOWING  IN  HUN  98.  THE  FINAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  SELECTION  AS  A WHITE  HOUSE  FELLOW  WILL  BE  MADE  BY  THE 
PRESIDENT  IN  DUN  98.  THOSE  SELECTED  AS  WHITE  HOUSE  FELLOWS  WILL 
BEGIN  THEIR  TOUR  1 SEP  98  WITH  COMPLETION  ON  31  AUG  99. 


- "RE:  Trouble  Behind  These  Walls" 

Date:  Fri,  19  Sep  1997  15:20:05  GMT 
From:  stockton@ohsu.edu  (Tanya  White  Cloud) 
Sub j : Native  Prisoners 

UUCP  email 


I am  reprinting  an  article  written  by  Strongbow  Lone  Eagle  who  is  in  a 


Connecticut  prison.  Replies  may  be  sent  to  my  e-mail  address  and  will  be 
forwarded  to  LoneEagle.  Postings  in  reply  will  also  be  printed  and 
forwarded  to  him. 

TROUBLE  BEHIND  THESE  WALLS:  THE  STATE  OF  NATIVE  SPIRITUALITY  IN  CONNECTICUT 
PRISONS.  WRITTEN  BY  STRONGBOW  LONE  EAGLE 

I must  first  begin  by  saying  that  one  of  the  Elders  who  takes  time  to 
conduct  our  services  here  in  Connecticut,  helped  to  turn  my  life  around. 
Grandfather,  if  you  are  reading  this,  I thank  you  with  all  my  heart  for 
your  strength  and  wisdom. 

The  reason  I write  this  article,  is  because,  if  I don't  who  will?  As 
Mary  Crow  Dog  said  it  in  Lakota  Woman,  "You  cannot  live  forever  off  the 
deeds  of  Sitting  Bull  or  Crazy  Horse.  You  can't  wear  their  eagle 
feathers,  freeload  off  their  legends.  You  have  to  make  your  own  legends 
now."  With  that,  let's  look  at  the  hard  facts:  one,  I am  a prisoner. 

Two,  it's  my  fault  that  I am  in  Prison.  Three,  the  Elders  have  lives  also. 

The  fact  remains,  the  Creator  would  not  have  given  the  Elders  the 
strength,  wisdom  and  visions  if  He  believed  that  the  Elders  would  not 
share  the  knowledge  with  ALL  of  the  Native  People. 

I read  many  Native  periodicals  with  articles  crying  out  for  us  as  Native 
People  to  come  together  to  protect  our  culture  for  our  future  generations. 
These  are  the  articles  that  inspire  me,  to  keep  me  going.  Then  as  it 
usually  turns  out;  not  very  many  people,  if  anyone,  answers  these  cries. 

What  are  these  tribes  who  have  come  into  a lot  of  green  frog  skins  doing 
to  protect  our  culture?  Mashantuckets  do  you  hear  me?  On  several 
occasions  our  circle  wrote  to  this  tribe  for  assistance  in  conducting  our 
services,  never  a reply. 

Who  am  I,  Doe  Convict  to  speak  against  anyone?  Well  it  seems  as  though, 
no  one  else  will!  So  for  you  brothers  and  sisters  who  tell  writers  from 
Native  periodicals,  "We  need  to  come  together  to  protect  our  culture  for 
our  future  generations."  and  don't  attend  to  do  anything  to  protect  our 
culture  - SHUT  UP! 

Now  to  the  problem  with  Connecticut  prisons.  The  big  problem  is  that 
there  are  not  enough  Elders  coming  in  to  conduct  our  services,  there  is 
only  one  prayer  circle  and  one  Sweat  Lodge  Ceremony  a month,  we  can  only 
pray  with  tobacco  once  a day,  there  is  no  studies  program,  we  cannot 
possess  a Sacred  Pipe,  no  Native  festivals  are  celebrated  and  then  there 
is  constant  harassment  by  the  correctional  employees.  Let's  not  forget 
the  administration  here  also  allows  non-Natives,  "New  Agers,"  to  attend 
our  services  without  a Native  sponsor.  To  my  knowledge,  the  Elders  do  not 
have  a problem  with  these  New  Agers  attending  our  services.  This  is  a 
very  far  cry  from  the  prisons  in  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  etc....  As  it  was  so 
well  written  in  an  article  titled  "A  Theft  of  Spirit"  in  Akwesasne  Notes 
new  series  volume  2 no.  2 - "From  high-priced  Sweat  Lodges  to  imitation 
rituals.  Native  American  Spirituality  is  being  debased  and  exploited  say 
Indian  activists.  And  the  culprit,  they  say,  is,  "The  New  Age  Movement." 
Well,  these  New  Agers  (or  wannabes)  here  only  come  to  our  services  to  get 
out  of  their  cells,  to  get/steal  tobacco  and  to  other  wise  "Hang  out." 

The  administration  does  nothing  to  curtail  this.  So  we  desperately  need 
all  our  Elders  to  help  us  stop  these  New  Agers  from  disrupting  our 
services . 

I have  done  my  part,  by  filing  a law  suit.  I have  suffered  the 
repercussions-transfers,  beating,  etc....  Now  if  there  were  more  coming 
in  and  telling  the  administration  what  needs  to  be  changed,  corrected  - 
we  wouldn't  have  so  many  problems. 

This  article  is  not  intended  to  disrespect  the  Elders  of  this  area.  It 
is  intended  to  *wake  them  up*!  If  they  are  so  eager  to  protect  our 
culture  for  our  future  generations  they  must  first  begin  with  this  one. 

It  should  must  be  known  that  at  least  eighty  percent  of  the  Native  warriors 
are  in  prisons.  The  other  twenty  percent  are  concentrated  on  tribal 
affairs.  Why  are  not  the  "others"  helping  out?  You  don't  need  to  be  a 
warrior  to  share  your  strength  and  wisdom  with  your  downed  brothers  and 
sisters . 

Then  there  are  the  people  in  charge  of  the  Native  periodicals  (on  Indian 
Land  and  Akwesasne  Notes  are  excluded.)  Why  do  you  have  such  a hard  time 


printing  letters  from  prisoners  seeking  aid  with  lawsuits  and  printing 
poems  and  essays?  If  you  cannot  donate  a issue,  write  them  and  tell  them. 

Why  can't  you  set  up  programs  that  will  give  the  Native  convict  a 

discount?  Of  course,  this  will  have  to  be  watched  for  these  New  Agers 
attempting  to  cut-in.  I am  not  looking  for  a handout,  but  for  some 
assistance.  How  many  Native  periodicals  will  have  a problem  printing  this? 
Too  long?  Too  controversial?  I'll  let  you  know  who  prints  it  and  who 
don 't . 

In  closing,  I ask  that  those  who  are  truly  willing  to  protect  our 

culture  for  future  generations  please  help!  For  those  who  just  speak  to 

hear  themselves  talk,  *SHUT  UP*  ! Come  to  the  prisons,  be  a pen-pal, 
donate  literature.  Don't  become  a Uncle  Tomahawk. 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Oct  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

Below  is  this  week's  correspondence.  My  thanks  to  Sylvia  for  giving  us 
NI  Sequoyah's  story: 

My  name  is  Sylvia  Willis  and  I am  writing  you  on  behalf  of  my  friend  NI 
Sequoyah  who  is  a death  row  prisoner  in  San  Quentin,  CA.  I told  him  of 
the  Native  American  Prisoner  Pen  Pal  List  website,  and  he  asked  that  I 
forward  his  address  to  be  included  in  the  list. 

NI  Sequoyah 
# H27800 

San  Quentin  State  Prison 
San  Quentin,  CA  94974 
DOB:  1/03/52 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

If  you  are  interested,  you  can  read  a little  about  NI  in  "Frontiers  of 
Dustice:  Volume  I:  The  Death  Penalty."  On  pages  116-17  Catholic  priest 
and  author  Matthew  Regan  explains  why  he  thinks  NI  is  innocent  of  the 
crimes  with  which  he  is  charged  and  is  actually  a political  prisoner. 
However,  please  understand  that  NI's  only  intention  in  being  included  in 
your  list  is  the  opportunity  to  correspond  with  more  people  out  of 
prison.  He  is  a very  articulate  and  sensitive  man  who  enjoys  talking 
about  a great  many  subjects. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  email  me  at  sylvia@mitigate.com  or 
call  me  collect  at  415  621  8860. 

Thank  you. 


I don't  make  distinctions  here  between  those  who  may  be  imprisoned  for 
real  crimes  and  those  who  may  have  been  guilty  of  nothing  more  than 
being  Indian.  When  there's  suspicion  that  a conviction  had  more 
to  do  with  politics  than  real  guilt,  though,  I encourage  readers  to  follow 
their  consciences  in  deciding  whether  to  investigate  and  lend  support. 

I do  encourage  correspondents  to  be  cautious  when  corresponding  with 
anyone  in  prison.  Especially  be  aware  that  some  things  we  take  for  granted 
as  a part  of  our  ceremonies  are  very  much  contraband  in  the  prison 
system.  Always  ask  what  is  permitted  before  you  send  anything.  In  most 
prisons,  the  chaplain  can  be  a conduit  for  ceremonial  items  a prisoner 
cannot  receive  directly. 

My  appreciation  to  Thomas  Sunhawk,  who  provided  much  of  my  current 
Native  Prisoner  pen  pal  list,  and  to  Laura  Brooks.  I encourage  readers  to 
visit  Laura's  homepage  for  the  complete  list,  which  includes 
her  original  list,  Sunhawk' s list,  and  the  list  I started  with  from  our 
friend  River.  Laura's  site  is  at  http://www.geocities.com/capitolhill/9118. 
You'll  also  find  good  discussions  there  about  Native  prisoner  religious 


rights  and  other  legal  issues  and  some  great  links. 


From  Laura  Brooks'  website: 

Gillespie,  Ronald  K 
#214-602 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  2/16/57 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Glover,  Alan  L. 

# R128-811 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  3/2/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Grahm,  Sherman  Daniel 

BK1750 

Box  A 

Bellefonte,  PA  16830 
Date  of  Birth:  12/19/64 

Grisez,  3ohn  Lee 
A134-316 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  10/24/56 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Gaisez,  3ohn  Lee 
#R134-316 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  10/24/56 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Garlinsky,  Mike 
#199-506 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  2/10/49 
Ancestry:  Mohawk 

Garnett,  Steven  R. 

SCI  Albion 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  5/29/71 

Gerken,  3udy  Ann 
#38169  HE 
1479  Collins  Ave. 
Marysville,  OH  43040 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

"03"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


Wolverine  (William  3ones  Ignace) 

Political  Prisoner 

Box  4000 

Abbotsford,  BC 

V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 
or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 

Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Rally  for  Leonard  Peltier  will  be  held  in  Washington  DC.  Oct  21-22,  1997 
Info:  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee  913  842-5774 
or:  Leonard  Peltier  Freedom  Committee  804  823-2845 


Both  Laura  and  I would  greatly  appreciate  knowing  about  any  other 
Native  inmate  needing  contact.  Please  send  correspondence  to 
evestar@juno.com 

- — "RE:  A Hundred  Years  Ago"  - — 

Date:  Sun,  19  Oct  1997  22:00:36  -0700 
From:  Landis  <landis@EPIX.NET> 

Sub j : A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Week  25 


Mailing  List: 


NAT- FILM  <NAT- FI LM@MAELSTROM. ST10HNS.EDU> 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 


THE  INDIAN  HELPER 


PRINTED  EVERY  FRIDAY 
--AT  THE- - 

Indian  Industrial  School,  Carlisle,  Pa., 

BY  INDIAN  BOYS. 

--->  THE  INDIAN  HELPER  is  PRINTED  by  Indian 
boys,  but  EDITED  by  The  man-on-the-band-stand 
who  is  NOT  an  Indian. 


PRICE:  --10  CENTS  A YEAR 


Entered  in  the  P.O.  at  Carlisle  as  second 
class  mail  matter. 


Address  INDIAN  HELPER,  Carlisle,  Pa. 

Miss  M.  Burgess,  Manager. 


Do  not  hesitate  to  take  the  HELPER  from  the 
Post  Office  for  if  you  have  not  paid  for  it 
some  one  else  has.  It  is  paid  for  in  advance. 
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PATHS 


(Printed  by  Request.) 

The  path  that  leads  to  a loaf  of  bread 
Winds  through  the  swamps  of  toil. 

And  the  path  that  leads  to  a suit  of  clothes 
Goes  through  a flowerless  soil. 

And  the  paths  that  lead  to  the  loaf  of  bread 
And  the  suit  of  clothes  are  hard  to  tread. 

And  the  path  that  leads  to  a house  of  your  own 
Climbs  over  the  bowidered  hills. 

And  the  path  that  leads  to  a bank  account. 

Is  swept  by  the  blast  that  kills; 

But  the  men  who  start  in  the  paths  today 
In  the  lazy  hills  may  go  astray. 

In  the  lazy  hills  are  trees  of  shade. 

By  the  dreamy  brooks  of  sleep. 

And  the  rollicking  river  of  pleasure  laughs 
And  gambols  down  the  steep; 

But  when  the  blasts  of  winter  come. 

The  brooks  and  the  river  are  frozen  dumb. 

Then  woe  to  those  in  the  lazy  hills. 

When  the  blasts  of  winter  moan. 

Who  strayed  from  the  path  to  a bank  account 
And  the  path  to  a house  of  their  own; 

These  paths  are  hard  in  the  summer  heat. 

But  in  winter  they  lead  to  a snug  retreat. 

S.W.  Foss  in  "Yankee  Blade." 


WOMEN  IN  PLACE  OF  WINE 


FRANKFORT,  Ky.,  Oct.  7.  --  The  Kentucky  Bankers'  Association,  before 
adjourning  its  annual  session,  unanimously  adopted  a resolution 
complimenting  and  endorsing  the  local  bankers  for  keeping  wine  off  the 
table  at  the  annual  banquet  Wednesday  night,  saying  that  it  was 
recognized  as  a pleasing  advancement  and  resolving  that  at  all  the 
annual  banquets  hereafter  ladies  should  be  among  the  guests  "as  the  only 
stimulants  there."  -[Ex. 

Don't  Believe  in  Pledges? 

Some  people  hesitate  to  sign  a pledge  for  temperance,  saying  that, 
while  they  believe  in  temperance  principles,  they  do  not  believe  in 
pledges  of  any  kind. 

Now,  these  people  show  lack  of  business  knowledge,  for  in  most  of  the 
affairs  of  life  pledges  are  required.  Whenever  men  or  women  sign  bank 
checks,  they  pledge  themselves  to  pay  money,  and  every  contract  to  do  a 
certain  amount  of  work  is  a pledge,  and  so  on,  ad  infinitum.  Written 
pledges  in  business  are  manifold,  while  verbal  pledges  are  daily,  nay 
hourly,  occurrences.  The  very  promise  to  meet  a friend  at  a certain 
place  and  hour  for  a walk  or  some  social  enjoyment  is  a pledge  of  good 
faith,  and  our  self-honor  or  self-respect  will  lead  us  to  keep  good 
these  promises  or  pledges. 

The  women  or  men  who  fail  to  have  stamina  enough  to  make  pledges,  if 
only  in  a business  way,  or  character  enough  to  proudly  keep  them,  are 
the  ones  for  whom  the  world  has  little  respect;  not  the  ones  who  respect 
their  own  character  sufficiently  to  take  the  responsibility  to  stand  for 
what  is  honorable  in  business,  social  or  temperance  affairs. 

(See  Arabic  Proverb  last  page.) 


WHAT  HE  WOULD  HAVE  SAID. 


When  Mr.  N.  Konishi,  of  Japan,  was  here  last  week  he  took  a hearty 
interest  in  our  pupils  and  their  work  and  studies.  While  he  writes  very 
fair  English  he  hesitates  to  speak.  Had  he  been  able  to  speak  as  he 
felt  he  would  have  said  the  following,  which  was  handed  to  the 
Man-on-the-band-stand  by  him: 

MY  DEAR  FRIENDS: 

I am  very  glad  to  see  you  all  this  evening.  I had  not  the  right 
understanding  of  the  Red  Men  as  the  Geography  teaches  us  wrong,  but  I 
saw  an  Indian  in  Delaware  last  summer  and  another  lady  in  the  school  for 
the  Deaf  in  Mount  Airy.  And  it  surprised  me  to  find  that  both  ladies 
had  very  great  resemblance  to  us  on  several  points.  Hence  I wished  to 
visit  you  here,  and  I felt  as  if  I had  met  with  my  brothers  and  cousins. 

You  graduates  will  write  about  yourselves  rightly,  but  not  boastfully 
and  give  good  warning  and  advice  to  your  next  generation,  thus  improving 
your  civilization  more  and  more  as  all  others  in  the  world  do. 

We  will  not  care  for  our  complexions,  but  we  will  try  constantly  to 
improve  ourselves  in  civilization. 

I trust  you  all  are  thankful  to  your  kind  Superintendent  and  teachers 
for  teaching,  and  also  our  statesmen  for  giving  you  such  liberal 
instructions  and  supplying  such  fine  buildings  with  very  wholesome 
place,  as  you  are  to  your  God  every  day. 


(page  2) 

Vertical  writing  now  holds  sway  from  No.  1 to  No.  9. 

The  number  of  our  girls  who  take  the  HELPER  and  pay  for  it  is  over 
200.  We  are  still  waiting  for  that  promised  list  from  the  boys' 
quarters . 

Florence  Esther  Allen  has  come  to  brighten  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Allen  of  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  She  arrived  October  4th.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  Mrs.  Allen  was  Miss  Ida  Johnson,  when  here. 

We  see  by  the  "Montanian"  that  Dr.  Daniel  is  after  a Bruin  he  lost  in 
vicinity  of  St.  Mary's  lake  during  his  former  incumbency  as  agency 
physician.  The  Doctor  had  a fine  robe  on  his  floor  here,  of  a bear 
killed  by  himself. 

A circular  from  the  American  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals  giving  hints  for  the  dog  days,  is  full  of  information  and  should 


be  read  by  everybody.  Many  dogs  are  cruelly  treated  as  mad  when  they 
are  not  mad. 

Letters  relating  to  the  school  work  of  the  country  pupils  will  be 
going  to  the  patrons  soon.  May  we  hope  for  a speedy  response?  All 
these  means,  help  to  bind  school,  pupils  and  patrons  closer.  All  are 
helped  and  uplifted  in  helping  each  other. 

The  boys  and  girls  gave  the  Captain  a most  enthusiastic  greeting  as 
he  mounted  the  platform  last  Saturday  night  at  English  Speaking,  and 
after  Miss  lohannsdottir ' s address,  he  repaid  them  in  an  old-time  speech 
which  went  to  the  very  finger-tips  of  every  one  present. 

Last  Thursday,  Dennison  Wheelock  addressed  a large  and  appreciative 
audience  gathered  in  the  immense  Moravian  Church  at  Bethlehem,  this 
State.  The  meeting  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  Woman's  Indian  Rights 
Association  of  that  city.  And 


From  gans@netcom.com  Mon  Nov  3 02:42:47  1997 
Date:  Tue,  28  Oct  1997  20:39:24  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.044 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Triballaw,  AisesNet,  Innu-L, 
Minn-Ind  & Native-L  lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
NASC  News;  UUCP  email;  Indigenous  Environmental  Network 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Grown  men  learn  from  little  children,  for  the  hearts  of  little  children 
are  pure,  and,  therefore,  the  Great  Spirit  may  show  to  them  many  things 
older  people  miss." 

Black  Elk,  Lakota 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

| i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  [ 

t so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

This  fact  filled  article,  just  in,  should  bring  into  focus  what  the 
senseless  slaughter  of  the  free  roaming  bison  herd  by  Montana  is  really  all 
about . 

Will  we  sit  idly  as  this  remnant  of  the  great  Buffalo  Nation  is  again 
carried  to  oblivion  through  the  greed  of  the  dominant  society? 

Date:  Sat,  25  Oct  1997  10:07:50  -0500 

From:  Virginia  Ravndal  <vravndal@compuserve.com> 

Sub j : The  Buffalo  Slaughter  of  the  1990 's 

The  Buffalo  Slaughter  of  the  1990's 

1.  More  than  one  thousand  bison  (1,084),  or  1/3  of  the  Yellowstone 
National  Park  buffalo  herd,  were  killed  this  winter. 

2.  They  were  killed  on  the  insistence  of  the  Montana  Department  of 
Livestock  (DOL),  an  entity  of  the  State  government  charged  with  promoting 
Montana's  livestock  industry. 

3.  The  stated  reason  for  killing  the  bison  is  the  disease, 
brucellosis.  The  majority,  almost  90%,  of  Yellowstone's  bison  do  not  test 
positive  for  the  disease  according  to  the  best  test  available.  A 

small  percent  of  Yellowstone  bison  have  the  disease  which  was 
introduced  into  the  herd  many 

years  ago.  These  animals  could  potentially  transmit  the  disease  to 
cattle,  but  in  the  80  years  that 

Yellowstone  bison  have  had  the  disease,  they  never  have.  Dr. 
Nicoletti,  a well-known  authority  on  the  disease,  states,  "Perhaps  few 
situations  in  life  are  risk-free,  but  this  one  seems  near".  Montana's 
Department  of  Livestock  claims  it  is  worried  that  Yellowstone  bison  will 
transmit  the  disease  to  cattle  and  that  as  a result,  Montana  will  lose  its 
status  as  a "brucellosis-free"  state.  The  evidence  suggests  that  their 
real  concern  is  something  other  than  the  disease. 

4.  The  much  more  plentiful  elk  in  and  around  Yellowstone  also  carry 
the  disease.  Unlike  bison,  elk  have  transmitted  the  disease  to  cattle 
(there  are  six  documented  cases),  yet  the  Department  of  Livestock  has 
never  suggested  killing  elk.  Elk  hunting  is  a major  money  earner  for 
Montana.  Elk  hunters  might  be  annoyed  if  the  Department  of  Livestock  shot 
"their"  elk,  and  the  State  would  not  appreciate  the  loss  of  revenues. 

5.  Meanwhile,  the  State  of  Montana  is  earning  revenue  by  killing 
bison,  and  the  federal  taxpayer  is  paying  for  the  costs  of  killing  them. 

The  State  auctioned  off  the  carcasses  of  the  bison  they  killed,  advertised 
as  "property  of  the  Department  of  Livestock",  and  kept  all  proceeds.  They 
have  yet  to  inform  the  taxpayer  how  much  it  cost  to  kill  this  country's 
natural  heritage,  or  how  much  they  made  from  doing  so. 

6.  The  Yellowstone  bison  herd  is  the  oldest  free-ranging  herd  of 
bison  in  the  country.  They  are  the  descendants  of  the  few  survivors  of 
the  mass  slaughter  of  the  last  century.  Much  effort  was  made  over  the 
years  to  save  the  buffalo  from  extinction,  and  today  these  animals 
represent  the  greatest  conservation  success  in  American  history.  Buffalo 
also  represent  perhaps  the  most  vivid  example  of  U.S.  government  abuse  of 
power.  Millions  of  buffalo  were  slaughtered  by  the  U.S.  government  in  the 
late  1800' s in  attempts  to  dominate  Indian  people.  Today,  one  hundred 
years  after  the  first  massacre,  buffalo  are  once  again  the  target  of  the 
government  and,  just  as  before,  the  reason  for  the  slaughter  is  political. 
The  current  buffalo  slaughter  is  to  appease  the  livestock  industry.  This 
time  the  pretext  for  the  slaughter  is  disease. 

7.  Even  though  a vaccine  for  cattle  is  available  and  reported  to  be 
70%  effective,  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  does  not  advocate 
mandatory  vaccination  of  cattle  against  brucellosis.  To  protect  cattle 
from  the  disease,  only  female  calves  would  have  to  be  vaccinated,  and  only 
once  in  their  life.  The  cost  of  doing  so  is  estimated  to  be  $6  by  the 
DOL.  But,  the  DOL  insists  that  ranchers  should  not  have  to  incur  any  cost 
to  vaccinate  their  own  cattle.  Rather,  taxpayers  should  pay  for  the  much 
more  costly  approach  of  protecting  other  people's  cattle  by  eradicating 


the  disease,  not  only  from  cattle  but  from  all  other  carriers  as  well 
(Eradicating  the  disease  from  cattle  is  possible  and  it  is  cost-effective 
to  do  this.  Eradicating  the  disease  from  all  organisms  that  carry  it, 
including  wildlife,  is  neither  realistic  nor  cost-effective  compared  to 
other  options  for  managing  the  disease  such  as  vaccinating  cattle, 
surveillance,  etc...) 

8.  In  bordering  Grand  Teton  National  Park,  cattle  are  allowed  to 

graze  inside  the  Park.  Although  cattle  and  bison  have  been  grazing  there 

side  by  side  for  the  past  40  years,  and,  although  a greater  percent  of 

those  bison  test  positive  for  brucellosis  compared  to  the  Yellowstone 
herd,  there  has  never  been  a case  of  transmission  of  the  disease.  Those 
cattle  are  vaccinated  against  brucellosis. 

This  long-standing  case  study,  along  with  that  of  Yellowstone, 
suggest  that  the  risk  of  bison  giving  the  disease  to  cattle  is  as  close  to 

zero  as  it  could  get.  Given  this  reality,  should  taxpayers  incur  the 

substantial  costs  of  striving  to  attain  what  many  experts  consider  an 
unreasonable  goal,  i.e.,  total  eradication  of  the  disease? 

9.  There  are  about  30  times  more  elk  than  bison  in  the  Greater 
Yellowstone  Ecosystem.  (120,000  elk  compared  to  4,000  bison  at  the 
beginning  of  last  winter).  In  order  to  eradicate  the  disease,  it  would 
also  be  necessary  to  eradicate  it  from  the  elk  population. 

10.  Brucellosis  is  not  harmful  to  bison.  The  effect  on  beef  cattle 
is  minor.  If  cattle  contract  the  disease,  they  may  abort  one  calf,  but 
after  that  they  usually  birth  normally. 

11.  Ranchers  are  not  so  concerned  about  the  biological  effects 
of  the  disease,  they  are  more  concerned  about  the  possibility  that  Montana 
could  lose  its  brucellosis-free  status,  a status  assigned  by  APHIS.  States 
that  are  not  brucellosis-free  must  test  cattle  before  they  are  shipped 
across  state  lines,  and  some  states  will  even  then  not  accept  cattle 
certified  as  brucellosis-free  from  non  brucellosis-free  states.  Thus, 
additional  costs  would  be  incurred  by  ranchers  if  Montana  loses  its 
brucellosis-free  status.  More  significantly,  Montana  could  lose  important 
markets  for  its  cattle.  But,  Montana's  status  and  its  out-of-state 
markets  do  not  have  to  be  threatened.  There  is  a much  more  cost-effective 
and  otherwise  reasonable  solution  to  ensure  that  Montana  retains  its 
brucellosis-free  status. 

12.  To  avert  lowering  the  brucellosis  status  of  Montana,  APHIS  could 
apply  its  "regionalization"  concept  to  Montana.  APHIS  can  assign  a 
different  status  to  a region  within  a State  without  changing  the  status  of 
the  entire  state.  It  would  be  possible  for  APHIS  to  do  this  in  the  case 
of  Yellowstone.  The  concept  of  "regionalization"  has  already  been 
formally  adopted  by  APHIS,  it  just  needs  to  be  applied. 

13.  State  Veterinarians  may  pose  the  biggest  threat  to  the  livestock 
industry  of  their  own,  or  other,  states  in  this  brucellosis  affair.  Even 
if  APHIS  were  to  modify  its  classification  so  as  not  to  threaten  Montana's 
brucellosis-free  status,  individual  states,  through  their  State 
Veterinarians,  can  threaten  the  livestock  industries  of  other,  sometimes 
competing,  states  by  restricting  the  import  of  cattle  from  states 
classified  by  APHIS  as  brucellosis-free.  No  scientific  justification  is 
required  from  the  State  Vets.  This  should  change  to  prevent  State 
Veterinarians  from  abusing  their  powers.  Numerous  State  Veterinarians 
from  Western  states  wrote  letters  to  the  State  Veterinarian  of  Montana 
threatening  to  restrict  the  import  of  Montana  cattle  into  their  states. 

These  letters  were  all  sent  within  the  brief  period  of  several  weeks, 
all  covered  the  same  points,  often  in  the  same  order.  Was  this  mere 
coincidence,  or  was  it  an  orchestrated  campaign  to  have  states  threaten  to 
boycott  Montana  cattle  in  order  to  justify  the  continued  killing  of  bison? 
If  the  livestock  industry  wishes  to  threaten  itself,  should  the 
non-ranching  taxpayer  incur  costs  of  expensive  actions  to  address 
unfounded  threats? 

14.  Not  all  ranchers  agree  with  the  actions  of  the  Department  of 
Livestock.  Many  ranchers  are  opposed  to  killing  bison.  Numerous 
ranchers,  including  the  former  Governor  of  Wyoming,  have  said  they  do  not 
consider  brucellosis  to  be  a threat  to  their  cattle.  Although  some 
ranchers  support  the  killing  of  buffalo,  generally  speaking  it  is  not 


they,  but  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  and  the  livestock  industry 
it  represents,  which  has  chosen  this  extremist  approach. 

15.  Six  months  after  killing  more  than  one  thousand  buffalo,  none  of 
the  government  agencies  involved  can  say  how  many  of  the  bison  killed 
actually  had  the  disease,  or  even  how  many  of  them  were  tested  to  see  if 
they  had  the  disease  before  they  were  killed.  They  admit,  however,  that 
most  of  the  buffalo  killed  were  probably  never  tested  to  determine  if  they 
had  the  disease. 

16.  Male  buffalo,  or  bulls,  and  calves  cannot  transmit 
brucellosis,  yet  bulls  and  calves  were  killed. 

17.  A large  number  of  the  bison  killed,  were  shot  when  they  exited 
the  Park  and  moved  onto  land  now  owned  by  a religious  cult.  Last  winter 
was  severe.  Many  bison  left  the  Park  in  search  of  food  for  their 
survival.  The  land  which  was  traditional  winter  range  for  these  buffalo  is 
now  owned  by  a California-based  cult,  the  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant 
(CUT).  The  cult  moved  to  what  is  the  largest,  most  intact  ecosystem  left 
in  the  continental  United  States,  and  used  this  land  to  construct  bomb 
shelters  and  to  build  their  "cities".  The  cult  does  not  welcome  the 
original  inhabitants,  bison,  on  the  land  they  now  have  title  to.  And, 
although  most  cult  members  are  vegetarians,  during  the  height  of  the 
brucellosis  debate,  the  cult  decided  to  graze  hundreds  of  cows  on  its  land 
--  more  than  ever  before.  Why?  And  why  would  the  man  who  owns  those 
cows,  a seasoned  rancher,  decide  to  lease  that  particular  land,  the  very 
land  where  if  there  is  any  risk  of  transmission,  the  risk  would  be  the 
greatest?  Are  these  the  actions  of  an  individual  who  sincerely  believes 
there  is  a significant  risk  that  his  cattle  will  contract  the  disease?  No 
private  landowner  should  be  expected  to  incur  costs  of  maintaining  what  is 
a national  (not  a private)  treasure,  but  compensating  the  cult  for  any 
losses  they  might  incur  as  a result  of  bison  occasionally  moving  onto 
their  lands  would  be  much  more  reasonable  and  cost-effective  than  the 
current  scheme. 

18.  A risk  assessment  to  determine  the  risk  of  bison  transmitting 
brucellosis  to  cattle  in  the  Yellowstone  area  has  never  been  done,  even 
though  this  is  normal  procedure  in  other  cases  where  costly  actions  to 
avert  risk  are  considered.  According  to  APHIS'  own  regulations,  zero  risk 
is  no  longer  an  acceptable  approach  to  disease  management  internationally. 
This  antiquated  approach  is  being  replaced  with  the  concept  of 
establishing  acceptable  levels  of  risk.  Scientifically-based  risk 
assessments  are  to  be  used  to  determine  actual  risk.  Nevertheless,  in  the 
case  of  Yellowstone,  at  least  the  Department  of  Livestock  continues  to 
insist  on  zero  risk,  and  no  risk  assessment  has  been  conducted.  19. 

The  social  and  cultural  concerns  of  Native  Americans,  many  of  whom 
consider  the  buffalo  to  be  sacred,  have  been  ignored.  Several  tribes  have 
passed  tribal  resolutions  against  the  slaughter.  A National  Day  of 
Prayer,  organized  by  the  Inter-Tribal  Bison  Cooperative,  was  held  on  the 
Park  boundary  this  winter.  Native  Americans  from  various  tribes  gathered 
to  pray  for  the  slaughter  to  end.  Within  their  earshot,  the  Department  of 
Livestock  shot  several  buffalo  during  the  ceremony. 

20.  The  only  cases  involving  wildlife  transmission  of 
brucellosis  to  people  were  from  elk  (not  bison).  Over  the  past  decade, 
two  people  in  Montana  have  contracted  the  disease  (called  undulant  fever 
in  people)  as  a result  of  gutting  elk.  No  person  has  ever  contracted  the 
disease  from  Yellowstone  bison.  Yet,  the  DOL  has  also  used  this  excuse  to 
justify  killing  bison.  If  the  DOL  is  so  concerned  about  this  possibility, 
why  did  they  allow  so  many  people  to  gut  the  bison  shot  last  winter 
without  even  wearing  protective  gloves?  Undulant  fever  is  so 
insignificant  that  the  Center  for  Disease  Control  does  not  require 
reporting  of  this  disease.  Of  the  few  cases  reported  nationally  each 
year,  the  vast  majority  are  from  a different  strain  carried  by  pigs  and 
goats,  not  the  one  carried  by  bison. 

The  facts  suggest  that  something  other  than  brucellosis  is  the  real  issue. 
What  is  the  livestock  industry  really  worried  about?  Does  this  struggling 
industry  feel  threatened?  Is  that  why  they  are  killing  bison?  Do  they 
feel  threatened  by  the  disease,  or  by  the  bison? 


The  many  yeans  over  which  no  transmission  of  the  disease  has  occurred, 
and  the  surveillance  system  in  place,  attest  to  the  risk  being  extremely 
small.  This  suggests  that  the  consequences  are  not  likely  to  occur.  Even 
if  the  risk  that  bison  would  transmit  brucellosis  to  cattle  was  much 
greater  than  it  actually  is,  the  potential  consequence,  i.e,  downgrading 
of  a State's  brucellosis  status,  does  not  warrant  the  radical  approach 
that  has  been  adopted  by  the  Department  of  Livestock,  and  could  be  avoided 
altogether  by: 

1)  applying  the  concept  of  regionalization  to  Montana, 

2)  curtailing  the  power  of  State  Veterinarians  so  that  they  cannot  impose 
sanctions  on  cattle  from  states  designated  by  APHIS  as  brucellosis-free, 

3)  modifying  the  "zero  tolerance"  policy  of  the  DOL  to  one  more 
consistent  with  modern  disease  management, 

4)  insisting  that  APHIS  stick  to  its  mandate,  i.e.,  to  eradicate 
brucellosis  from  livestock  (not  wildlife), 

5)  acquiring  additional  winter  range  for  bison  outside  the  Park,  and, 

6)  establishing  a fund  to  compensate  private  landowners  for  losses 
incurred  as  a result  of  bison  occasionally  moving  onto  their  land. 

The  bison  slaughter  was  unnecessary.  Those  who  advocated  it,  knew  it 
was  unnecessary  for  disease  management  purposes,  but  it  was  done  for  a 
different  purpose,  i.e.,  to  show  that  the  west  still  belongs  to  the  cattle 
industry,  and  that  buffalo  and  the  movement  for  a more  ecological  approach 
to  land  use  have  no  place  there.  Perhaps  this  violent  and  explicit 
demonstration  will  prove  to  be  wrong.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  West 
cannot  be  shared  by  both  cattle  and  bison  unless  the  livestock  industry 
continues  to  insist  on  fighting  unnecessary  and  costly  battle  like  the 
battle  of  brucellosis.  In  this  case,  they  may  well  lose  the  war  they  wage 
on  the  West. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

We  know  our  future  lies  in  the  hearts  of  our  children.  If  there  is  to 
be  a mending  of  the  hoop  it  must  be  with  the  consent  and  help  of  our 
children.  Here  is  an  opportunity  to  help  bring  children  together. 

Date:  Thu,  27  Nov  1997  17:18:29  +1300 
From:  Kohuroa  <xtr622149(3xtra.co.nz> 

Sub j : Interested  in  connecting  my  school  to 
one  of  yours  or  a number  of  yours. 

UUCP  email 

E nga  mana  e nga  reo  e nga  karangaranga  maha  kei  waenganui  i a koutou, 
tena  koutou  katoa.  Greetings  to  you  the  many  great  ones!  I belong  to  the 
Apanui  Nation  of  peoples.  We  are  looking  to  connect  with  children  and 
young  adults  from  ages  0-18.  My  name  is  Kohuroa  Ruwhiu  and  I am  a 
teacher  at  Whangaparaoa  School  which  is  situated  in  the  eastern  Bay  of 
Plenty  Nth  Island  of  New  Zealand.  Tena  ano  koutou  katoa. 
e mail  address  tihirau@xtra . co . nz 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

This  week  a United  Van  Lines  Van  will  be  pulling  up  to  unload  across 
from  the  Wounded  Knee  Memorial.  It  is  with  honor  I share  the  letter  I 
received  telling  how  this  came  to  be.  I offer  it  so  others  can  see  that 
love  for  the  elders,  determination  and  effort  can  make  a difference.  If 
these  people  could  send  122  boxes  of  help,  surely  you  can  find  a way  to 
send  one  blanket,  one  warm  jacket,  one  can  of  food,  one  donation  toward 
a fuel  bill  to  one  of  the  addresses  that  are  being  run  in  this  editorial 
space  throughout  this  winter.  I cannot  let  the  deaths  of  our  precious 
elders  reach  the  alarming  count  it  did  last  winter. 


Date:  Tue,  21  Oct  97  15:31  EDT 
From:  Shirley . Pharis@mvs .udel.edu 
Sub j : Clothing  for  Wounded  Knee 

This  year  employees  of  the  University  of  Delaware  (Willard  Hall, 
Alison  Hall  and  Graham  Hall),  some  employees  from  Light  Industries 
of  Maryland,  Maryland  Department  of  Natural  Resources,  some  residents 
of  Cecil  County,  Maryland,  a couple  members  from  a Unitarian  Church 


in  Delaware,  The  College  School  (this  is  a group  of  children  with 
special  needs,  who  are  housed  here  at  the  University)  and  my  family 
all  donated  and  gathered  for  this  effort. 

My  daughter  and  partner  Michele  collected  from  Light  Industries  and 
Maryland's  Department  of  Natural  Resources.  She  put  in  a share  of  the 
money  necessary  for  the  shipping  costs. 

My  sister-in-law  contributed  some  money  toward  the  shipping,  collected 
clothing  and  lent  her  support  however  possible. 

I held  5 yard  sales  this  summer  to  obtain  the  rest  of  the  money  needed 
for  shipping. 

Last  year  we  accumulated  and  sent  107  boxes  of  clothing  and  bedding, 
this  year  it  amounts  to  120  boxes. 

An  employee  here  at  the  University  of  Delaware,  Mary  Lutz,  formed 
a sewing  group  and  they  produced  some  very  nice  afghans  for  the 
residents  of  Wounded  Knee. 

Dr.  Raths  and  his  wife  housed  and  boxed  things  until  I was  able  to 
relocated  it  all  to  Cecil  County. 

So  you  see  Gary,  this  is  really  a joint  effort  by  lots  of  people 
who  care. 

Shirley 


I have  an  additional  contact  where  items  may  be  sent. 

Sicangu  Ring  Thunder  Clan  Appeal 

Once  again  a call  for  help  is  going  out  from  folks  on  the  Rosebud  Sioux 
Reservation  in  South  Dakota.  Last  year,  many  people  sent  clothing, 
blankets  and  other  items  to  the  Ring  Thunder  Clan,  who  in  turn 
distributed  the  donations  to  the  most  needy  and  isolated  people  on  the 
Reservation . . 

But  this  year  trouble  has  hit  close  to  home.  A family  in  the  Ring 
Thunder  Community  was  burnt  out  of  their  trailer  home  by  an  electrical 
fire  on  November  25th.  Thank  God,  no  one  was  injured,  but  the  family 
lost  everything. 

The  Red  Cross  has  placed  the  family  in  a motel  room  for  this  week  and 
has  located  housing  that  they  can  live  in  for  a month.  Your  help  is 
appreciated.  Specific  items  are  being  requested. 

Clothing: 

- The  Mother  wears  size  12  and  a an  XL  blouse.  Her  shoes  are  size  8 and 
she  wears  a pants  size  13-14. 

- The  Father  wears  33-36  pants,  XL-tall,  shirts  and  size  11  shoes. 

- The  two  boys  wear  size  15  reg  and  16  slim  and  both  wear  size  7 mens 
shoes . 

Also  needed  by  family: 

Sheets,  pillow  cases,  blankets,  throw  rugs,  kitchenware,  pots  and  pans, 
silverware,  plates,  bowls,  cups,  tupperware. .. everything! 

Additionally: 

Other  clothing  items,  blankets,  etc  are  being  accepted  and  will  be 
distributed  o the  most  needy  and  isolated  on  the  Reservation. 


Please  ship  all  materials  (UPS  or  Parcel  Post)  to... 


Dwayne  Stendstrom 
East  Highway  18 
Sinte  Gleska  University 
Student  Support  Services 
Mission,  SD  57555 

Please  note  that  all  donations  will  go  to  where  they  are  needed  most. 
The  Ring  Thunder  Clan  is  a Traditional  Clan  of  Brule  Sioux  (Sicangu 
Lakota)  that  spans  5 generations. 

Lila  Wopila!  Much  Thanks... 

Freddie  Blue  Fox 


The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

David  Swallow  or  Gerald  Ice 
% Gerald  ice 
P.0.  Box  199 
Wounded  Knee,  SD  57794 

Or.  . . 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. THOMAS_I +@A L BANY . VA . GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 


Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.  . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow, 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

10.27.1975  Michelle  Tobacco  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge 
by  "unknown  persons." 

No  investigation. 

Date:  Mon,  27  Oct  1997  17:54:38  +0000 
From:  abenaki@usa.net 

Sub  j : Sad  News  — John  Slow  Turtle  Peters  --1930-1997 

I have  just  received  word  that  John  Slow  Turtle  Peters,  Mashpee/Wampanoag 
People,  the  People  of  the  First  Light--  has  died  in  Massachusetts.,  his 
passing  occuring  during  the  morning  hours  of  today,  27  Oct  1997. 

His  health  had  been  failing  for  some  time,  he  was  spending  a day  a week, 
still,  in  his  office.  He  had  been  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Massachusetts 
Indian  commission.  Planned,  as  recently  as  last  week,  to  attend  a meeting 
regarding  Indian  land. 

Slow  Turtle  was  a familiar  figure  at  Pow  Wows,  events,  rallies,  meetings 
in  Washington,  had  traveled  to  Geneva,  was  a much  revered  Elder,  teacher. 
Leader,  who  had  done  much  in  the  fight  for  his  People,  their  rights, 
recognition.  Please  remember  this  gallant  man  in  your  prayers,  fires, 
in  the  manner  of  your  own  People--  that  his  death  song  may  be  loud,  that 
the  Ancestors  greet  him  with  joy. 

Our  prayers,  thoughts  are  with  his  family  of  grown  children,  and  his 
youngest--  a 10  year  old  daughter,  who  will  not  know  the  security  and  joy 
of  being  raised  with  her  Father  close  at  hand. 

It  is  we  left  behind  who  are  lessened 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue  -- 

- Thanksgiving  History  - Boycotting  WalMart 

- Ojibwe  Treaties  - Traces  of  the  Past 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


- Genocide  of  the  Ute  - Letter  To  The  World 

- Stealing  Native  Rights  - Native  Prisoner 

- Cherokee  News  - A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Friends  of  the  Lubicons  - Poem:  A Prayer  for  the  Mother 

- Tribal  Sovereignty  Threatened  - Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Canadian  MP  Defends  Gustafsen  - Conferences  and  Powwows 

- Rule  Changes  Deny  Enrollment 

"RE : Thanksgiving  History"  

Date:  Tue,  21  Oct  1997  09:41:19  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : Thanksgiving  - Teaching  the  Truth 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  97-10-15  10:19:03  EDT 
From:  dmcclain@runet.edu 
Sub j : Thanksgiving  History 

UUCP  email 

Here's  my  annual  repost  of  this  piece. 

TEACHING  ABOUT  THANKSGIVING 

Dr.  Frank  B.  Brouillet 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
State  of  Washington 
Cheryl  Chow 

Assistant  Superintendent 
Division  of  Instructional  Programs  and  Services 
Warren  H.  Burton 
Director 

Office  for  Multicultural  and  Equity  Education 
Dr.  Willard  E.  Bill 
Supervisor  of  Indian  Education 
Originally  written  and  developed  by 
Cathy  Ross,  Mary  Robertson,  Chuck  Larsen,  and  Roger  Fernandes 
Indian  Education,  Highline  School  District 
With  an  introduction  by: 

Chuck  Larsen 
Tacoma  School  District 
Printed:  September,  1986 
Reprinted:  May,  1987 
AN  INTRODUCTION  FOR  TEACHERS 

This  is  a particularly  difficult  introduction  to  write.  I have  been  a 
public  schools  teacher  for  twelve  years,  and  I am  also  a historian  and 
have  written  several  books  on  American  and  Native  American  history.  I also 
just  happen  to  be  Quebeque  French,  Metis,  Ojibwa,  and  Iroquois.  Because  my 
Indian  ancestors  were  on  both  sides  of  the  struggle  between  the  Puritans 
and  the  New  England  Indians  and  I am  well  versed  in  my  cultural  heritage 
and  history  both  as  an  Anishnabeg  (Algonkin)  and  Hodenosione  (Iroquois), 
it  was  felt  that  I could  bring  a unique  insight  to  the  project. 

For  an  Indian,  who  is  also  a school  teacher.  Thanksgiving  was  never  an 
easy  holiday  for  me  to  deal  with  in  class.  I sometimes  have  felt  like  I 
learned  too  much  about  "the  Pilgrims  and  the  Indians."  Every  year  I have 
been  faced  with  the  professional  and  moral  dilemma  of  just  how  to  be 
honest  and  informative  with  my  children  at  Thanksgiving  without  passing  on 
historical  distortions,  and  racial  and  cultural  stereotypes. 

The  problem  is  that  part  of  what  you  and  I learned  in  our  own  childhood 
about  the  "Pilgrims"  and  "Squanto"  and  the  "First  Thanksgiving"  is  a 
mixture  of  both  history  and  myth.  But  the  THEME  of  Thanksgiving  has  truth 
and  integrity  far  above  and  beyond  what  we  and  our  forbearers  have  made 
of  it.  Thanksgiving  is  a bigger  concept  than  just  the  story  of  the 
founding  of  the  Plymouth  Plantation. 

So  what  do  we  teach  to  our  children?  We  usually  pass  on  unquestioned 
what  we  all  received  in  our  own  childhood  classrooms.  I have  come  to  know 


both  the  truths  and  the  myths  about  our  "First  Thanksgiving/'  and  I feel 
we  need  to  try  to  reach  beyond  the  myths  to  some  degree  of  historic  truth. 
This  text  is  an  attempt  to  do  this. 

At  this  point  you  are  probably  asking,  "What  is  the  big  deal  about 
Thanksgiving  and  the  Pilgrims?"  "What  does  this  guy  mean  by  a mixture  of 
truths  and  myth?"  That  is  just  what  this  introduction  is  all  about.  I 
propose  that  there  may  be  a good  deal  that  many  of  us  do  not  know  about 
our  Thanksgiving  holiday  and  also  about  the  "First  Thanksgiving"  story.  I 
also  propose  that  what  most  of  us  have  learned  about  the  Pilgrims  and  the 
Indians  who  were  at  the  first  Thanksgiving  at  Plymouth  Plantation  is  only 
part  of  the  truth.  When  you  build  a lesson  on  only  half  of  the 
information,  then  you  are  not  teaching  the  whole  truth.  That  is  why  I used 
the  word  myth.  So  where  do  you  start  to  find  out  more  about  the  holiday 
and  our  modern  stories  about  how  it  began? 

A good  place  to  start  is  with  a very  important  book,  "The  Invasion  of 
America,"  by  Francis  Dennings.  It  is  a very  authoritative  text  on  the 
settlement  of  New  England  and  the  evolution  of  Indian/White  relations  in 
the  New  England  colonies.  I also  recommend  looking  up  any  good  text  on 
British  history.  Check  out  the  British  Civil  War  of  1621-1642,  Oliver 
Cromwell,  and  the  Puritan  uprising  ofl653  which  ended  parliamentary 
government  in  England  until  1660.  The  history  of  the  Puritan  experience  in 
New  England  really  should  not  be  separated  from  the  history  of  the  Puritan 
experience  in  England.  You  should  also  realize  that  the  "Pilgrims"  were  a 
sub  sect,  or  splinter  group,  of  the  Puritan  movement.  They  came  to  America 
to  achieve  on  this  continent  what  their  Puritan  brethren  continued  to 
strive  for  in  England;  and  when  the  Puritans  were  forced  from  England, 
they  came  to  New  England  and  soon  absorbed  the  original  "Pilgrims." 

As  the  editor,  I have  read  all  the  texts  listed  in  our  bibliography,  and 
many  more,  in  preparing  this  material  for  you.  I want  you  to  read  some  of 
these  books.  So  let  me  use  my  editorial  license  to  deliberately  provoke 
you  a little.  When  comparing  the  events  stirred  on  by  the  Puritans  in 
England  with  accounts  of  Puritan/Pilgrim  activities  in  New  England  in  the 
same  era,  several  provocative  things  suggest  themselves: 

1.  The  Puritans  were  not  just  simple  religious  conservatives  persecuted 
by  the  King  and  the  Church  of  England  for  their  unorthodox  beliefs.  They 
were  political  revolutionaries  who  not  only  intended  to  overthrow  the 
government  of  England,  but  who  actually  did  so  in  1649. 

2.  The  Puritan  "Pilgrims"  who  came  to  New  England  were  not  simply 
refugees  who  decided  to  "put  their  fate  in  God's  hands"  in  the  "empty 
wilderness"  of  North  America,  as  a generation  of  Hollywood  movies  taught 
us.  In  any  culture  at  any  time,  settlers  on  a frontier  are  most  often 
outcasts  and  fugitives  who,  in  some  way  or  other,  do  not  fit  into  the 
mainstream  of  their  society.  This  is  not  to  imply  that  people  who  settle 
on  frontiers  have  no  redeeming  qualities  such  as  bravery,  etc.,  but  that 
the  images  of  nobility  that  we  associate  with  the  Puritans  are  at  least  in 
part  the  good  "P.R."  efforts  of  later  writers  who  have  romanticized  them. 
(1)  It  is  also  very  plausible  that  this  unnaturally  noble  image  of  the 
Puritans  is  all  wrapped  up  with  the  mythology  of  "Noble  Civilization"  vs. 
"Savagery ." (2)  At  any  rate,  mainstream  Englishmen  considered  the  Pilgrims 
to  be  deliberate  religious  dropouts  who  intended  to  found  a new  nation 
completely  independent  from  non-Puritan  England.  In  1643  the 
Puritan/Pilgrims  declared  themselves  an  independent  confederacy,  one 
hundred  and  forty-three  years  before  the  American  Revolution.  They 
believed  in  the  imminent  occurrence  of  Armageddon  in  Europe  and  hoped  to 
establish  here  in  the  new  world  the  "Kingdom  of  God"  foretold  in  the  book 
of  Revelation.  They  diverged  from  their  Puritan  brethren  who  remained  in 
England  only  in  that  they  held  little  real  hope  of  ever  being  able  to 
successfully  overthrow  the  King  and  Parliament  and,  thereby,  impose  their 
"Rule  of  Saints"  (strict  Puritan  orthodoxy)  on  the  rest  of  the  British 
people.  So  they  came  to  America  not  just  in  one  ship  (the  Mayflower)  but 
in  a hundred  others  as  well,  with  every  intention  of  taking  the  land  away 
from  its  native  people  to  build  their  prophesied  "Holy  Kingdom. "(3) 

3.  The  Pilgrims  were  not  just  innocent  refugees  from  religious 
persecution.  They  were  victims  of  bigotry  in  England,  but  some  of  them 
were  themselves  religious  bigots  by  our  modern  standards.  The  Puritans 


and  the  Pilgrims  saw  themselves  as  the  "Chosen  Elect"  mentioned  in  the 
book  of  Revelation.  They  strove  to  "purify"  first  themselves  and  then 
everyone  else  of  everything  they  did  not  accept  in  their  own 
interpretation  of  scripture.  Later  New  England  Puritans  used  any  means, 
including  deceptions,  treachery,  torture,  war,  and  genocide  to  achieve 
that  end. (4)  They  saw  themselves  as  fighting  a holy  war  against  Satan,  and 
everyone  who  disagreed  with  them  was  the  enemy.  This  rigid  fundamentalism 
was  transmitted  to  America  by  the  Plymouth  colonists,  and  it  sheds  a very 
different  light  on  the  "Pilgrim"  image  we  have  of  them.  This  is  best 
illustrated  in  the  written  text  of  the  Thanksgiving  sermon  delivered  at 
Plymouth  in  1623  by  "Mather  the  Elder."  In  it,  Mather  the  Elder  gave 
special  thanks  to  God  for  the  devastating  plague  of  smallpox  which  wiped 
out  the  majority  of  the  Wampanoag  Indians  who  had  been  their  benefactors. 

He  praised  God  for  destroying  "chiefly  young  men  and  children,  the  very 
seeds  of  increase,  thus  clearing  the  forests  to  make  way  for  a better 
growth",  i.e.,  the  Pilgrims. (5)  In  as  much  as  these  Indians  were  the 
Pilgrim's  benefactors,  and  Squanto,  in  particular,  was  the  instrument  of 
their  salvation  that  first  year,  how  are  we  to  interpret  this  apparent 
callousness  towards  their  misfortune? 

4.  The  Wampanoag  Indians  were  not  the  "friendly  savages"  some  of  us  were 
told  about  when  we  were  in  the  primary  grades.  Nor  were  they  invited  out 
of  the  goodness  of  the  Pilgrims'  hearts  to  share  the  fruits  of  the 
Pilgrims'  harvest  in  a demonstration  of  Christian  charity  and  interracial 
brotherhood.  The  Wampanoag  were  members  of  a widespread  confederacy  of 
Algonkian-speaking  peoples  known  as  the  League  of  the  Delaware.  For  six 
hundred  years  they  had  been  defending  themselves  from  my  other  ancestors, 
the  Iroquois,  and  for  the  last  hundred  years  they  had  also  had  encounters 
with  European  fishermen  and  explorers  but  especially  with  European  slavers, 
who  had  been  raiding  their  coastal  villages. (6)  They  knew  something  of  the 
power  of  the  white  people,  and  they  did  not  fully  trust  them.  But  their 
religion  taught  that  they  were  to  give  charity  to  the  helpless  and 
hospitality  to  anyone  who  came  to  them  with  empty  hands. (7)  Also,  Squanto, 
the  Indian  hero  of  the  Thanksgiving  story,  had  a very  real  love  for  a 
British  explorer  named  Dohn  Weymouth,  who  had  become  a second  father  to 
him  several  years  before  the  Pilgrims  arrived  at  Plymouth.  Clearly, 

Squanto  saw  these  Pilgrims  as  Weymouth's  people. (8)  To  the  Pilgrims  the 
Indians  were  heathens  and,  therefore,  the  natural  instruments  of  the  Devil. 
Squanto,  as  the  only  educated  and  baptized  Christian  among  the  Wampanoag, 
was  seen  as  merely  an  instrument  of  God,  set  in  the  wilderness  to  provide 
for  the  survival  of  His  chosen  people,  the  Pilgrims.  The  Indians  were 
comparatively  powerful  and,  therefore,  dangerous;  and  they  were  to  be 
courted  until  the  next  ships  arrived  with  more  Pilgrim  colonists  and  the 
balance  of  power  shifted.  The  Wampanoag  were  actually  invited  to  that 
Thanksgiving  feast  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a treaty  that  would 
secure  the  lands  of  the  Plymouth  Plantation  for  the  Pilgrims.  It  should 
also  be  noted  that  the  INDIANS,  possibly  out  of  a sense  of  charity  toward 
their  hosts,  ended  up  bringing  the  majority  of  the  food  for  the  feast. (9) 

5.  A generation  later,  after  the  balance  of  power  had  indeed  shifted, 
the  Indian  and  White  children  of  that  Thanksgiving  were  striving  to  kill 
each  other  in  the  genocidal  conflict  known  as  King  Philip's  War.  At  the 
end  of  that  conflict  most  of  the  New  England  Indians  were  either 
exterminated  or  refugees  among  the  French  in  Canada,  or  they  were  sold 
into  slavery  in  the  Carolinas  by  the  Puritans.  So  successful  was  this 
early  trade  in  Indian  slaves  that  several  Puritan  ship  owners  in  Boston 
began  the  practice  of  raiding  the  Ivory  Coast  of  Africa  for  black  slaves 
to  sell  to  the  proprietary  colonies  of  the  South,  thus  founding  the 
American-based  slave  trade. (10) 

Obviously  there  is  a lot  more  to  the  story  of  Indian/Puritan  relations 
in  New  England  than  in  the  thanksgiving  stories  we  heard  as  children.  Our 
contemporary  mix  of  myth  and  history  about  the  "First"  Thanksgiving  at 
Plymouth  developed  in  the  1890s  and  early  1900s.  Our  country  was 
desperately  trying  to  pull  together  its  many  diverse  peoples  into  a common 
national  identity.  To  many  writers  and  educators  at  the  end  of  the  last 
century  and  the  beginning  of  this  one,  this  also  meant  having  a common 
national  history.  This  was  the  era  of  the  "melting  pot"  theory  of  social 


progress,  and  public  education  was  a major  tool  for  social  unity.  It  was 
with  this  in  mind  that  the  federal  government  declared  the  last  Thursday 
in  November  as  the  legal  holiday  of  Thanksgiving  in  1898. 

In  consequence,  what  started  as  an  inspirational  bit  of  New  England 
folklore,  soon  grew  into  the  full-fledged  American  Thanksgiving  we  now 
know.  It  emerged  complete  with  stereotyped  Indians  and  stereotyped  Whites, 
incomplete  history,  and  a mythical  significance  as  our  "First  Thanksgiving. 

" But  was  it  really  our  FIRST  American  Thanksgiving? 

Now  that  I have  deliberately  provoked  you  with  some  new  information  and 
different  opinions,  please  take  the  time  to  read  some  of  the  texts  in  our 
bibliography.  I want  to  encourage  you  to  read  further  and  form  your  own 
opinions.  There  really  is  a TRUE  Thanksgiving  story  of  Plymouth  Plantation. 
But  I strongly  suggest  that  there  always  has  been  a Thanksgiving  story  of 
some  kind  or  other  for  as  long  as  there  have  been  human  beings.  There  was 
also  a "First"  Thanksgiving  in  America,  but  it  was  celebrated  thirty 
thousand  years  ago. (11)  At  some  time  during  the  New  Stone  Age  (beginning 
about  ten  thousand  years  ago)  Thanksgiving  became  associated  with  giving 
thanks  to  God  for  the  harvests  of  the  land.  Thanksgiving  has  always  been  a 
time  of  people  coming  together,  so  thanks  has  also  been  offered  for  that 
gift  of  fellowship  between  us  all.  Every  last  Thursday  in  November  we  now 
partake  in  one  of  the  OLDEST  and  most  UNIVERSAL  of  human  celebrations,  and 
THERE  ARE  MANY  THANKSGIVING  STORIES  TO  TELL. 

As  for  Thanksgiving  week  at  Plymouth  Plantation  in  1621,  the  friendship 
was  guarded  and  not  always  sincere,  and  the  peace  was  very  soon  abused. 

But  for  three  days  in  New  England's  history,  peace  and  friendship  were 
there.  So  here  is  a story  for  your  children.  It  is  as  kind  and  gentle  a 
balance  of  historic  truth  and  positive  inspiration  as  its  writers  and  this 
editor  can  make  it  out  to  be.  I hope  it  will  adequately  serve  its  purpose 
both  for  you  and  your  students,  and  I also  hope  this  work  will  encourage 
you  to  look  both  deeper  and  farther,  for  Thanksgiving  is  Thanksgiving  all 
around  the  world. 

Chuck  Larsen 
Tacoma  Public  Schools 
September,  1986 

FOOTNOTES  FOR  TEACHER  INTRODUCTION 

(1)  See  Berkhofer,  Dr.,  R.F.,  "The  White  Man's  Indian,"  references 
to  Puritans,  pp.  27,  80-85,  90,  104,  &130. 

(2)  See  Berkhofer,  Dr.,  R.F.,  "The  White  Man's  Indian,"  references 
to  frontier  concepts  of  savagery  in  index.  Also  see  Dennings,  Francis, 

"The  Invasion  of  america,"  the  myth  of  savagery,  pp.  6-12,  15-16,  & 109-110. 

(3)  See  Blitzer,  Charles,  "Age  of  Kings,"  Great  Ages  of  Man  series, 
references  to  Puritanism,  pp.  141,  144  &145-46.  Also  see  Dennings,  Francis, 
"The  Invasion  of  America,"  references  to  Puritan  human  motives,  pp.  4-6, 
43-44  and  53. 

(4)  See  "Chronicles  of  American  Indian  Protest,"  pp.  6-10.  Also  see 
Armstrong,  Virginia  I.,  "I  Have  Spoken,"  reference  to  Cannonchet  and  his 
village,  p.  6.  Also  see  Dennings,  Francis,  "The  Invasion  of  America," 

Chapter  9 "Savage  War,"  Chapter  13  "We  must  Burn  Them,"  and  Chapterl7 
"Outrage  Bloody  and  Barbarous." 

(5)  See  "Chronicles  of  American  Indian  Protest,"  pp.  6-9.  Also  see 
Berkhofer,  Dr.,  R.F.,  "The  White  Man's  indian,"  the  comments  of  Cotton 
Mather,  pp.  37  & 82-83. 

(6)  See  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  pp.  3-4.  Also 
see  Graff,  Steward  and  Polly  Ann,  "Squanto,  Indian  Adventurer."  Also  see 
"Handbook  of  North  American  Indians,"  Vol.  15,  the  reference  to  Squanto  on 

p.  82. 

(7)  See  Benton-Banai,  Edward,  "The  Mishomis  Book,"  as  a reference  on 
general  "Anishinabe"  (the  Algonkin  speaking  peoples)  religious  beliefs  and 
practices.  Also  see  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  reference 
to  religious  life  on  p.  1. 

(8)  See  Graff,  Stewart  and  Polly  Ann,  "Squanto,  Indian  Adventurer." 
Also  see  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving."  Also  see  Bradford, 

Sir  William,  "Of  Plymouth  Plantation,"  and  "Mourt's  Relation." 

(9)  See  Larsen,  Charles  M.,  "The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  the  letter  of 
Edward  Winslow  dated  1622,  pp.  5-6. 


(10)  See  "Handbook  of  North  American  Indians/'  Vol.  15,  pp.  177-78. 
Also  see  "Chronicles  of  American  Indian  Protest,"  p.  9,  the  reference  to 
the  enslavement  of  King  Philip's  family.  Also  see  Larsen,  Charles,  M., 

"The  Real  Thanksgiving,"  pp.  8-11,  "Destruction  of  the  Massachusetts 
Indians . " 

(11)  Best  current  estimate  of  the  first  entry  of  people  into  the 
Americas  confirmed  by  archaeological  evidence  that  is  datable. 

What  Is  Thanksgiving? 
by  Thomas  A.  Ferguson 

What  do  you  think  of,  when  asked  about  Thanksgiving? 

We  learned  from  the  wisdom  of  our  elders  to  thank  the  Creator  for; 
Mother  Earth...  Father  Sky...  Grandfather  Moon...  our  Uncles  the  Four 
Winds...  our  Cousins  the  Stars,  and...  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  the 
animals.  The  Algonquin  believed  that  humans  were  not  distinct  from  or 
superior  to  nature,  but  rather  part  of  nature.  We  also  believe  that 
animals  could  take  human  form.  Moreover,  we  believed  that  a long  time  ago, 
humans  and  animals  spoke  the  same  language.  Then  there  was  a cataclysm 
that  upset  the  universe  and  only  a few  shaman  retained  the  ability  to 
speak  with  the  animals.  We  thank  the  Creator  for  all  our  relatives,  for 
what  is  good  in  the  world,  and  for  all  our  harvest,  not  just  one  crop,  but 
all.  We  give  thanks  for  the  strawberry,  it  is  the  first  berry  of  the  new 
spring,  we  give  thanks  to  the  tree  spirit,  for  the  warmth  it  provides  in 
our  fires  and  the  saps  that  flow  in  the  fall,  we  honor  the  animal  spirit, 
who  laid  down  its  life  in  order  for  the  people  to  go  on.  Subsequently  we 
give  thanks  for  each  harvest  year  round.  It  is  said,  when  the  Creator 
created  the  Universe,  "He  placed  his  hand  on  the  Whole  thing...  so 
everything  is  spiritual."  He  never  told  us  to  separate  anything...  but  to 
look  upon  everything  that  he  has  made  us  as  holy  and  sacred  and  act 
accordingly  with  respect. 

The  Thanksgiving  the  greater  society  celebrates,  occurs  during  a 
beautiful  time  of  the  year;  thus.  Thanksgiving  time  means,  as  Joyce 
Sequichie  Hifler  so  eloquently  writes,  . . . the  first  hard  freeze,  the 
first  spitting  ice  to  rattle  the  dry  autumn  leaves.  Early  morning  frost 
crystallizes  grasses  in  rods  of  light.  The  last  bit  of  bright  color  is 
gone  from  the  woods...  thus;  a time  of  great  solitude  and  for  giving 
thanks  for  all  the  gifts  provided  for  us  by  the  Creator,  especially  for 
our  families  health  and  well  being.  Thanksgiving  traditionally  denotes  a 
harmonious  time  in  the  cycle  of  seasons;  further  examination  of  the  times 
suggest  otherwise.  For  Algonquin,  the  beheading  of  King  Philip,  son  of 
Chief  Massasoyt,  and  the  sale  of  the  Wampanoags  into  slavery  has  a 
different  connotation  then  being  harmonious.  During  the  time  of  the 
Puritans;  every  Church,  every  Synagogue,  and  every  Quaker  Meeting  House 
was  built  on  money  generated  from  Indian  slavery.  (Professor  Robert 
Venables) 

Not  many  of  our  young  understand  the  true  history  behind  this  most 
sacred  celebration.  Traditionally  the  many  indigenous  cultures  that 
inhabited  North  America  gave  thanks  to  the  Creator,  not  once  a year,  but 
after  every  harvest,  be  it  agriculture  or  game.  These  celebrations  would 
last  for  several  days.  One  such  celebration  happened  at  Patuxet,  alias  New 
Plimmoth,  now  known  as  Plymouth  Rock,  in  November  of  1621.  It  is  this 
celebration  that  many  of  us  were  taught  to  picture  as  the  "First 
Thanksgiving."  This  view  is  based  on  the  mythological  concept  and  approach 
Western  minds  have  when  dealing  with  the  various  Native  Populations  . 

There  are  interesting  events  leading  up  to  what  is  termed  "Thanksgiving. 
" What  is  being  celebrated  in  the  USA  and  Canada  is  based  on  a 
mythological  concept  that  must  be  addressed. 

To  create  an  example  of  this  myth,  I decided  to  do  some  research.  I 
asked  middle  school,  and  university  students:  what  comes  to  your  mind, 
when  I ask  you  about  Thanksgiving?  Most  then  gladly  answered,  in  sort  of 
the  same  fashion:  "Some  Pilgrims,  who  arrived  at  Plymouth,  were  fed  by 
some  Indians," 

and  most  of  these  students  had  the  opinion  that  the  Pilgrims  were  very 
religious  and  both  the  Native  and  the  Pilgrim  lived  in  harmony.  The  myth 


is  perpetuated  and  evolves  from  the  lack  of  understanding  the  true  history 
- ninety-nine  percent  of  North  America's  history  is  before  contact. 

November  11,  1620,  a cold,  and  windy  night,  the  Mayflower  forced  to 
anchor  in  the  Bay  of  Paomet,  alias  Cape  Cod.  The  Pilgrims  were  traveling 
to  Jamestown,  Virginia.  As  their  precursor,  Columbus,  they  too  were  lost. 
Running  low  on  supplies,  they  anchored  in  the  Bay  of  Cape  Cod.  On 
November  15,  1620,  religious  leaders  such  as  William  Bradford  and  Edward 
Winslow  following  a guide  book  published  in  Europe  by  Richard  Hakluyt 
titled  Virginia  Richly  Valued,  lead  these  God-fearing  Pilgrims  to  raid 
graves . (Mourt ' s Relation  1622)  In  the  midst  of  this  sacrilegious  act  they 
were  discovered  by  the  Nausets,  the  local  indigenous  band  of  Algonquins 
who  subsequently  chased  the  Pilgrims  off  the  Cape.  This  is  when  the 
Pilgrims  landed  at  Plymouth. 

The  Algonquin  band  of  Wampanoags,  openly  welcomed  the  Pilgrims,  taught 
them  how  to  farm  thus,  providing  them  with  food  and  saving  them  from 
starvation.  The  first  Native  American  to  encounter  the  Pilgrims  was 
Samoset,  who  was  a sagamore  or  chief  of  a distant  band  of  Algonquin  - the 
Morattiggons,  he  was  on  an  extended  fishing  trip  visiting  the  Wampanoags, 
when  he  boldly  walked  into  the  Pilgrims  camp  saluting  them  in  English, 
bidding  them  welcome.  The  Englishman  noted,  that  on  Friday  February  16, 
1621,  that  Samoset  by  himself  entered  boldly  into  their  camp  saying  "hello 
Englishman,"  and  bidding  them  welcome.  They  also  noted  "he  was  a man  of 
free  speech,  as  far  as  he  could  express  his  mind."  Samoset  spent  that 
first  night  with  the  Pilgrims  describing  to  them  the  whole  Country  side, 
and  of  every  Province,  and  of  every  sagamore,  and  their  number  of  men,  and 
strengths.  Samoset  stayed  the  night,  leaving  the  Pilgrims  the  next 
morning. 

Samoset  returned,  March  22,  1621,  with  Squanto,  who  is  most  popularized 
by  American  schools.  He  was  the  only  surviving  native  of  the  Patuxet, 
known  to  the  Pilgrims  as  New  Plimmoth.  Squanto  had  just  returned  from 
London  (he  was  one  of  the  first  twenty  captives  sold  by  Hunt,  a Master  of 
a ship,  who  then  sold  them  to  Master  Slanie  who  took  them  to  Cornehill, 
England)  and  found,  upon  his  return,  that  his  people  who  had  inhabited 
Patuxet  had  succumbed  to  an  extraordinary  plague,  (this  is  the  same 
village  the  Pilgrims  are  calling  New  Plimmoth)  It  was  Squanto  who  taught 
the  Pilgrims  how  to  plant  corn,  and  to  fertilize  earthen  mounds  with  fish 
i.e.,  herrings  or  shads.  The  following  fall,  after  hunting  fowl,  the 
Pilgrims  harvested  20  acres  of  corn,  six  acres  of  barley  and  peas  all 
according  to  the  manner  of  the  Algonquin  agriculturist,  they  invited  the 
Sachem  Woosamaquin  otherwise  known  as  Chief  Massasoyt,  (the  Wampanoags 
chief  who  first  welcomed  the  Pilgrims  to  share  the  land)  to  celebrate 
their  harvest.  Accepting,  Chief  Massasoyt  brought  five  deer,  and  ninety 
of  his  men  with  him  to  the  feast.  So  now  we  can  sort  of  figure  what  was 
feasted  on  at  the  "First  Thanksgiving:"  a bird,  corn,  peas,  roasted 
venison,  and  beer. 

This  feast  lasted  five  days  and  was  celebrated  as  a treaty,  which  was 
supposed  to  benefit  both  Algonquins  and  Pilgrims.  Whether  Massasoyt  would 
have  welcomed,  let  alone  enter  into  an  agreement  with  these  Pilgrims  had 
he  known  that  the  past  November  when  the  Mayflower  crew  were  lost,  hungry, 
and  cold,  they  had  blasphemously  raided  Indian  graves  in  search  for  corn  - 
to  eat,  and  the  personal  artifacts  of  the  dead  - to  reduce  their  enormous 
debt,  no  one  will  ever  know.  But  within  a generation  of  that  treaty,  the 
children  of  the  Pilgrims  who  were  at  the  first  Thanksgiving,  children  not 
even  born  at  the  time  of  the  feast,  beheaded  King  Philip,  son  of  Chief 
Massasoyt.  They  placed  his  head  on  a pole  and  left  it  in  the  fort  for  25 
years,  as  in  a celebration.  These  children  of  the  "First  Thanksgiving," 
then  sold  the  Wampanoag's  and  other  Algonquin  bands  of  people,  without 
whom  their  parents  would  have  almost  certainly  starved  to  death,  into 
slavery  in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  West  Indies. 

The  events  over  the  years  leading  up  to  this  betrayal  paint  a clearer 
picture  of  how  this  turn  of  events  could  of  happened. 

Chief  Massasoyt  had  fathered  two  girls  and  three  boys,  and  before  his 
death  he  asked  the  General  Court  in  Plymouth  to  give  English  names  to  his 
two  sons.  The  Pilgrims  subsequently  named  the  former  "Alexander"  and  the 
latter  "Philip."  After  Alexander  died,  probably  of  poisoning,  Philip 


became  chief,  and  became  known  as  "King  Philip."  According  to  losephy, 

(The  Patriot  Chiefs,  1976)  King  Philip  was  as  racially  proud  as  an  Indian 
ever  was.  He  saw  clearly  what  the  colonists  were  doing  to  his  people,  and 
from  the  beginning  recognized  them  as  enemies  who  would  have  to  be  stopped. 

Despite  the  friendship  between  Massasoyt  and  the  colonial  authorities, 
and  although,  he  was  out  numbered  two  to  one.  King  Philip  went  to  war. 

The  interracial  friction  that  resulted  in  this  conflict  had  actually  begun 
to  spread  years  before  his  father's  death.  This  was  mostly  because  of 
trespassing  issues,  in  which  the  natives  had  no  such  laws  or  understanding 
of  such  laws.  Anger,  mixed  with  anxiety,  lead  to  an  explosive  situation. 
Anxiety  with  the  continuing  and  regularly  numbers  of  Englishmen  who  were 
arriving  more  and  more  often  and  who  were  providing  material  attractions 
that  lured  natives  to  them.  Anger  that  Christianity  was  undermining  the 
authority  of  the  chiefs,  and  dividing  the  people. 

Time  and  again  the  Indians  patriotic  attempts  to  maintain  life  and 
freedom  were  undermined  and  defeated  by  ancient  animosities  between  the 
various  tribes  who  were  forced  to  deal  with  new  European  influence.  The 
whites  readily  recognized  the  hostilities  that  existed  among  the  various 
tribes  they  met,  and  from  the  beginning  were  quick  to  use  these  native 
rivalries,  jealousies,  enmities,  and  ambitions  to  their  own  advantage. 

They  followed  the  "divide  and  conquer"  policy  and  played  ancient  foes 
against  one  another  for  the  benefit  of  themselves.  This  attitude,  stemmed 
in  part  from  the  Aristotelian  theory  that  some  persons  were  by  nature 
meant  to  be  masters  and  others  slaves,  it  combined  with  the  divide  and 
conquer  tactics  that  worked  so  well  for  Columbus  in  the  Caribbean  and  in 
Mexico  for  Cortes.  Both  of  these  pitting  native  against  native. 

It  is  no  wonder  these  divide  and  conquer  tactics  worked  so  well,  with 
King  Philip's  War,  in  the  treachery  committed  by  the  traitor  Alderman.  To 
the  God-fearing  Puritans  of  New  England,  Philip  was  a satanic  agent,  "a 
hellhound,  fiend,  serpent,  caitiff,  and  dog."  Somehow,  in  their  panic  and 
wrath,  they  conceived  of  him  as  a rebel,  leading  a conspiracy  and  an 
uprising  against  established  authority.  It  was  as  if  invading  Indians  had 
landed  on  the  coast  of  England  and  had  then  considered  rebels  and 
Englishmen  who  might  have  risen  to  throw  them  out.  On  August  12,  1676, 
the  English,  guided  by  Alderman  who  surrounded  King  Philip,  and  Annawon, 
Philip's  war  chief,  while  they  slept.  In  the  morning  Philip  was  shot  by 
Alderman,  a traitor  against  his  people. 

We  also  learn  from  reading  Dosephy  that  when  it  was  discovered  that  it 
was  indeed  Philip  who  was  assassinated,  the  English  broke  into  a cheer  and 
exultantly  decapitated  and  quartered  the  sachem's  body  and  carried  his 
head  back  to  Plymouth,  where  in  celebration,  it  was  stuck  on  a pole  and 
remained  on  public  display  for  twenty-five  years.  These  are  the  actions 
of  the  people  who  considered  themselves  to  be  "civilized,"  and  the  Native 
American  to  be  "Savages." 

In  the  end,  my  question:  (what  comes  to  your  mind,  when  I ask  about 
Thanksgiving?)  turns  out  not  to  be  so  simple  especially  when  one  takes  a 
closer  look  at  the  true  history  of  this  holiday  which  we  are  celebrating 
this  week.  What  we  should  consider  is  that  the  Thanksgiving  Celebration 
can  actually  be  divided  into  three  distinct  celebrations;  (1)  traditional 
celebrations  of  thanksgiving  to  the  Creator  by  the  indigenous  population, 
(2)  the  thanksgiving  celebrated  between  Massasoyt,  the  Algonquin  Chief  of 
the  Wampanoags,  and  the  thankful  pilgrims  for  the  knowledge  received  by 
the  natives;  and,  (3)  the  beheading  of  King  Philip  and  the  selling  into 
slavery  the  offsprings  of  the  natives  of  the  first  thanksgiving. 
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MTN  - A History  of  Strawberry  Island  (Keyword  to: 
http : //www. alpha cdc . com/treaty /be rry_is . html ) 

PROTECT  STRAWBERRY  ISLAND 

Sacred  Burial  Ground  at  Lac  du  Flambeau 

A History  of  Strawberry  Island 

A Colorado  real  estate  developer  is  planning  to  dig  up  a historic  Native 
American  battle  site  located  on  the  Lac  du  Flambeau  . The  reservation 
got  its  name  when  French  explorers  saw  Ojibwe  spearfishing  with  a torch 
(flambeau)  on  a lake  at  night.  Strawberry  Island  on  Flambeau  Lake  has 
been  continuously  inhabited  since  the  Middle  Woodland  period,  about  200 
BC,  and  is  a rich  trove  of  pottery  and  tools.  The  area  was  later  home  to 
the  Dakota  (Sioux),  who  were  driven  west  by  the  Ojibwe  (Chippewa)  -- 
under  pressure  by  European  settlers  to  the  east  --  in  the  late  1700s  and 
early  1800s.  The  last  major  Ojibwe-Dakota  battle  in  Wisconsin  took  place 
on  Strawberry  Island,  leaving  behind  many  dead,  and  a huge  canoe  now  on 
display  in  the  tribal  museum. 

Tribal  members  report  that,  ever  since,  they  have  been  told  by  their 
elders  not  to  step  on  the  Place  Where  the  Spirits  Visit,  in  respect  of 
those  who  fell  there.  The  island  has  also  loomed  large  in  the  historical 
accounts  of  the  Dakota.  In  1966,  Dr.  Robert  Salzer  of  Beloit  College 
reported  to  the  State  Historical  Society  that  the  island  is  the  most 
important  archaeological  site  in  northern  Wisconsin.  In  1978,  it  was 
listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  and  is  on  the  state 
register . 

Lac  du  Flambeau  Reservation  was  established  under  the  1854  Treaty.  In 
the  Allotment  Period  (1887-1928),  choice  tribal  lands  throughout  the 
country  were  transferred  to  private  white  ownership,  through  a 
combination  of  fraud,  forced  debt  creation,  and  manipulation  of 
alcoholism  and  illiteracy.  The  result  is  a "checkerboard"  of  tribal  and 
non-tribal  ownership  on  many  reservations.  Strawberry  Island  was  signed 
over  by  a child  in  1911,  who  died  shortly  afterward.  Though  still  part 
of  the  reservation,  it  was  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a non-Indian 
township.  However,  the  main  owner  over  the  decades  understood  the 
significance  of  the  island  to  the  Ojibwe  in  the  town  only  a few  hundred 
yards  away,  and  he  chose  not  to  develop  it. 

The  Threat  to  Strawberry  Island 

The  owner  's  heir,  however,  has  today  opted  to  build  homes  on  the  sacred 
island.  Mr.  Walter  Mills  of  Aspen  plans  to  subdivide  the  26-acre  island 
into  16  lots,  and  build  quarter-million  dollar  homes  on  the  properties. 

The  tribe  has  offered  to  buy  the  island,  but  Mills  has  steadily  upped 
his  asking  price  to  two  million  dollars  --  far  above  its  market  value. 

The  township  has  granted  Mills  a building  permit,  even  though  he  has  not 
completed  the  necessary  septic  and  other  tests  on  the  inaccessible 
island . 

The  elders,  youth,  and  other  tribal  members  see  Strawberry  Island  as 
priceless  in  terms  of  its  cultural  and  spiritual  significance,  and  have 
organized  an  Island  watch  to  report  imminent  movement  of  equipment  to 
the  island.  Environmentalists  and  treaty  supporters  have  mobilized  to 
support  Lac  du  Flambeau.  Some  state  and  federal  agencies  have  also  been 
supportive,  but  they  are  largely  powerless  to  stop  the  destruction  of 
archaeological  sites  on  private  lands  unless  their  funding  is  involved. 

The  island  is  now  on  the  state's  Ten  Most  Endangered  Properties  list. 

On  Duly  4-6,  1995,  Ojibwe  and  Dakota  from  around  the  region  came 
together  at  Lac  du  Flambeau  for  a "Healing  of  the  Nations  Gathering"  to 
protect  Strawberry  Island.  How  would  veterans  feel  if  a developer  chose 
to  dig  up  European  war  cemeteries  for  vacation  homes? 

On  October  3,  1995,  the  Vilas  County  Zoning  Committee  surprisingly  voted 
to  deny  the  Mills  permit,  after  listening  to  testimony  from  tribal 
members.  (The  vote  took  place  at  the  same  time  as  the  O.D.  Simpson 
verdict,  but  everyone  stayed  in  the  room  to  hear  the  committee  vote.) 
Members  of  the  committee  were  subsequently  removed  by  the  county 
chairman,  and  a second  vote  was  held  in  March  that  unanimously  approved 


the  permit.  The  tribe  is  appealing  the  decision. 

The  County  Board  of  Adjustments  voted  in  favor  of  the  tribe,  but  Mills 
is  in  turn  appealing  that  decision.  The  issue  is  not  yet  resolved,  and 
public  pressure  can  help  immensely. 


How  You  Can  Help  Today 


You  can  write  the  developer  a respectful  letter: 

Walter  Mills,  P.O.,  Box  4859,  Aspen,  CO  81612. 

(It  is  especially  important  to  write  if  you  are  from  Colorado). 

You  can  write  Mills'  firm: 

Beaver  Builders  Inc.,  1534  River  Glen  Ave.,  Rhinelander  WI  54501. 

You  can  write  or  call  Wisconsin  state  legislators  and  your  federal 
representatives  about  your  concerns. 

You  can  write  your  local  newspaper,  or  TV/radio  news,  or  a newspaper  in 
Colorado . 

Please  send  a copy  of  letters  and  a contribution  to: 

Strawberry  Island  Preservation  Committee, 
c/o  Tribal  Council, 

Box  67, 

Lac  du  Flambeau,  WI  54538. 

(Also  ask  for  a petition  and  a Lac  du  Flambeau  News.) 

For  more  information,  call  toll-free  1-800-964-4300. 

Your  letters  are  a simple  gesture  that  can  help  in  protecting  a cultural 
and  natural  treasure  for  future  generations. 


Minnesota  1837  Treaty  Rights  (Keyword  to: 
http: //www. alpha cdc . com/treaty/1837trty . html) 

MINNESOTA  1837  TREATY  RIGHTS 
BASIC  ISSUES  AND  FACTS 

When  ceded  territory  treaty  rights  are  first  implemented,  people  often 
have  many  questions  about  their  nature  and  the  harvest  that  will  take 
place.  Below  are  basic  facts  about  treaty  rights,  the  1837  Treaty 
litigation,  and  implementation  plans. 

Treaty  Rights  were  reserved  by  the  Bands,  not  given  to  them. 

In  the  Treaty  of  1837,  the  Chippewa  Bands  ceded  the  land  to  the  United 
States  but  kept  the  right  to  hunt,  fish  and  gather  that  they,  as 
nations,  always  had.  The  United  States  did  not  give  these  rights  to  the 
Bands . 

The  1837  Treaty  rights  are  jointly  held  by  eight  Chippewa  Bands 

Each  of  these  Bands  signed  the  1837  Treaty:  the  Mille  Lacs  and  Fond  du 
Lac  Bands  in  Minnesota,  and  the  Bad  River,  Lac  Courte  Oreilles,  Lac  du 
Flambeau,  Red  Cliff,  St.  Croix,  and  Sokaogon  (Mole  Lake)  Bands  in 
Wisconsin . 

The  Federal  Court  has  upheld  the  continuing  existence  of  these  rights 
and  has  recognized  the  Bands'  self-regulatory  system. 

The  1837  Treaty  litigation  was  divided  into  two  phases.  Phase  I 
determined  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  treaty  rights.  In  1994,  the  U.S. 
District  Court  in  Minnesota  ruled  in  Phase  I that:  l.the  treaty  rights 
continue  to  exist  today;  2. except  for  commercial  timber,  the  Bands  can 
sell  the  natural  resources  that  they  harvest;  3. both  traditional  and 
modern  harvest  methods  can  be  used;  4. the  Bands  may  self-regulate  under 
their  own  conservation  codes  that  are  enforceable  into  the  Bands' 
courts;  and  5. state  regulations  can  be  imposed  on  treaty  harvest  only  as 
reasonable  and  necessary  for  conservation,  public  safety  or  public 
health . 

Phase  II  of  the  1837  Treaty  litigation  addressed  regulatory  and 
allocation  issues.  In  January  1997,  the  District  Court  completed  its 
handling  of  the  case  and  issued  a final  judgment  in  Phase  II.  In  its 
ruling  the  Court:  1. approved  the  Bands'  proposed  Minnesota  1837  Ceded 
Territory  Conservation  Code  and  accompanying  fish  and  wildlife 
management  plans;  2. ordered  the  State  of  Minnesota  not  to  take  any 
action  that  would  interfere  with  the  exercise  of  these  rights;  3. refused 
to  allocate  natural  resources  between  treaty  and  non-treaty  harvests 
until  it  can  be  demonstrated  that  either  the  Bands  or  the  State  are 


being  deprived  of  their  "fair  share"  of  the  resources;  4. held  that  State 
harvestable  surplus  determinations  are  reviewable  by  the  Court;  5. ruled 
that  the  Bands  may  fish  throughout  Mille  Lacs  Lake;  6. ruled  that,  at 
this  time,  the  only  private  land  open  to  treaty  hunting  is  land  enrolled 
in  the  Minnesota  tree  growth  tax  program;  and  7. retained  continuing 
jurisdiction  over  the  case  so  that  any  unresolved  disputes  in  the  future 
could  be  addressed  by  the  court. 

The  District  Court's  Dudgment  will  be  appealed. 

The  State,  the  counties,  and  the  landowners  involved  in  the  case  are 
asking  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  8th  Circuit  to  overturn  the  District 
Court's  final  judgment.  In  addition,  the  State  asked  the  District  Court 
to  suspend  its  judgment  until  late  May  1997,  and  the  counties  and 
landowners  asked  the  Court  to  suspend  the  judgment  while  the  case  is  on 
appeal.  The  court  denied  these  requests.  Thus,  the  District  Court 
judgment  stands,  and  the  Bands  may  proceed  with  exercising  their  rights. 

The  Bands  may  begin  to  exercise  the  rights  as  soon  as  they  adopt 
regulations  that  comply  with  the  Court's  rulings. 

Unless  the  Court's  final  judgment  is  suspended,  treaty  harvest  may  begin 
once  the  Bands  adopt  ceded  territory  codes  that  comply  with  the 
regulations  approved  by  the  Court. 

The  Bands  have  voluntarily  placed  conservative  limits  on  their  harvests 
of  walleye  and  deer  for  the  first  five  years. 

The  Bands'  fisheries  management  plan  limits  the  harvest  of  walleye  in 
Mille  Lacs  Lake  well  below  50%  of  the  average  annual  angling  walleye 
harvest.  In  1997,  they  have  imposed  a 40,000  pound  ceiling.  This  may 
increase  incrementally  each  year  up  to  100,000  pounds  in  2001. 

The  Bands  and  State  have  agreed  that  the  average  annual  harvest  level 
for  Mille  Lacs  Lake  walleye  is  450,000  pounds.  The  Bands'  wildlife 
management  plan  limits  antlerless  deer  harvest  to  900  per  year.  This 
represents  less  than  10%  of  the  average  annual  state  antlerless  deer 
harvest  in  the  ceded  territory. 

The  Bands'  Fish  and  Wildlife  Management  Plans  provide  for  a gradual 
implementation  of  the  rights. 

By  incorporating  conservative  management  measures  for  an  initial 
five-year  period,  including  the  restrictive  walleye  and  deer  quotas,  the 
Plans  allow  for  the  orderly  development  of  treaty  harvests  and,  if 
necessary,  provide  the  State  with  ample  opportunity  to  adjust  non-treaty 
harvests  while  accumulating  new  information  on  the  status  of  the 
resources.  This  will  ensure  resource  protection  during  an  initial 
phase-in  period  and  allow  new  information  about  the  status  of  the 
resources  to  be  collected. 

Even  without  taking  into  account  Band  harvest,  adjustments  to  the 
State-licensed  sport  fishery  will  be  necessary  in  Mille  Lacs  Lake  to 
keep  harvest  within  acceptable  levels. 

For  example,  in  1997  the  State  estimates  a 320,000  pound  walleye 
harvestable  surplus  for  Mille  Lacs  Lake.  Without  even  taking  into 
account  what  the  Band  harvest  of  walleyes  might  be,  the  State  must  take 
steps  to  reduce  this  year's  estimated  430,000  pound  angler  walleye 
harvest  by  about  110,000  pounds  just  to  stay  within  the  1997  harvestable 
surplus . 

All  fish  taken  by  open-water  spearing  and  gill  netting  will  be  counted 
via  on-site  monitoring. 

Special  open-water  spearing  permits  are  required,  and  permits  may  not  be 
issued  unless  the  designated  boat  landings  will  be  monitored.  Similarly, 
special  gill  netting  permits  are  required  and  permits  may  not  be  issued 
unless  a monitor  is  available  either  at  the  designated  boat  landing  or 
at  the  location  of  the  net  lift.  All  fish  taken  by  open-water  spearing 
and  netting  must  be  counted.  Sex  and  weight  data  also  will  be  compiled. 

The  Minnesota  DNR  must  be  notified  in  advance  of  open-water  spearing  and 
gill  netting. 

The  Bands  must  notify  the  Minnesota  DNR  no  later  than  noon  of  the  bodies 
of  water  which  the  Bands  have  designated  for  open-water  spearing  that 
night  and  must  "promptly"  notify  the  DNR  of  the  location  of  any  gill 
netting. 


Gill  netting  permits  may  be  issued  for  Mille  Lacs  Lake,  other  lakes  over 
1000  acres  in  size,  and  eight  other  lakes. 

The  other  lakes  are  Shakopee,  Ogechie,  Whitefish,  Grindstone,  Eleven, 
Pine,  Razor,  and  South  Stanchfield  lakes.  Spring  netting  is  limited  to 
Mille  Lacs  Lake.  All  other  lakes  are  only  open  to  summer,  fall,  and 
winter  netting. 

Gill  netting  will  be  strictly  regulated  by  specified  length  and  mesh 
size  requirements  and  by  closures  when  a quota  has  been  taken. 

Regulations  agreed  upon  by  the  Bands  and  the  State  provide  particular 
mesh  sizes  for  various  times  of  the  year.  Also,  the  length  of  gill  net 
that  may  be  set  will  be  determined  by  the  amount  of  quota  remaining  or 
by  other  agreed-upon  formulas.  When  the  quota  for  any  species  of  fish 
has  been  taken,  whether  by  spearing  or  by  netting,  gill  netting  in  that 
water  body  must  cease  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

The  Bands'  regulations  may  be  enforced  by  GLIFWC,  Band,  and  Minnesota 
DNR  wardens. 

The  Bands  have  authorized  the  Great  Lakes  Indian  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Commission  (GLIFWC),  Band,  and  DNR  wardens  to  enforce  their  ceded 
territory  codes.  Ceded  territory  enforcement  of  the  codes  is  being 
coordinated  by  GLIFWC,  which  developed  an  enforcement  plan  to  ensure 
that  sufficient  wardens  will  be  on-duty  during  spearing  and  netting 
activities.  The  Bands'  regulations  will  be  enforced  into  Band  courts. 

Joint  Band/State  technical  committees  will  be  the  primary  cooperative 
management  bodies. 

These  committees  are  comprised  of  Band  and  State  representatives . Their 
primary  purpose  is  to  facilitate  free  and  open  communication  regarding 
resource  management  in  the  ceded  territory.  They  will  be  responsible  for 
trying  to  reach  agreement  on  resource  issues,  making  harvestable  surplus 
determinations,  coordinating  resource  surveys  and  research,  reviewing 
proposed  changes  in  regulations,  and  attempting  to  resolve  any  disputes 
before  mediation  is  invoked. 

Treaty  harvest  in  Wisconsin  has  not  harmed  the  resources  and  presently 
takes  place  without  the  threat  of  violence  or  protest. 

Since  the  mid-1980s,  when  the  Voigt  decision  reaffirmed  the  1837  and 
1842  treaty  rights  in  Wisconsin,  treaty  harvest  has  been  undertaken 
without  harm  to  the  resources,  under  strict  regulations.  Wisconsin  ceded 
territory  regulations  are  basically  the  same  as  the  Bands'  regulations 
for  Minnesota,  including  the  strict  on-site  fish  counts  and  other 
monitoring  for  open-water  spearing  and  netting.  The  types  of  anti-treaty 
violence  and  protests  that  took  place  in  the  initial  years  are  no  longer 
experienced,  and  the  treaty  harvest  takes  place  peacefully. 

Treaty  harvest  has  not  hurt  property  values  or  tourism  in  Wisconsin. 

Studies  have  shown  that:  l.lakefront  property  values  in  the  most 
heavily-speared  Wisconsin  counties  have  increased  considerably  since 
1983,  the  year  of  the  Voigt  decision,  and  2. tourism  has  increased 
substantially  in  Wisconsin  since  the  reaffirmation  of  the  treaty  rights. 
Great  Lakes  Indian  Fish  & Wildlife  Commission 
Public  Information  Office 
PO  Box  9 

Odanah,  WI  54861 

(715)  682-4472  or  682-6619 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  GLIFWC  for  further  information  on  treaty 
rights  and  resource  management  issues,  including  the  'Masinaigan' 
newspaper. 

For  a GLIFWC  history  of  1837  Chippewa  Treaty  rights  in  both  Minnesota 
and  Wisconsin,  see  http://conbio.rice.edu/nae/docs/chippewa.html. 

"RE : Genocide  of  the  Lite"  

Date:  Tue,  21  Oct  1997  13:20:31  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  NASC  Swan 

Sub  j : America's  Hidden  Genocide  of  the  LITE 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

"AMERICAN'S  HIDDEN  GENOCIDE  II" 


(*Please,  feel  free  to  copy  and  pass  on  the  following  article.) 

Five  hundred  years  ago,  the  quest  was  begun  to  exterminate  the 
Indigenous  people  of  North  American.  This  hidden  genocide  of  Native 
Americans  continues  today. 

The  "past"  has  never  ended.  Every  treaty,  every  promise  made  by  the 
"white  man"  has  been  and  continues  to  be  broken.  The  horror  stories  of  our 
generation  can  rival  or  surpass  atrocities  committed  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world.  How  can  the  United  States,  World  Police,  point  the  finger  when 
her  own  soil  is  soaking  with  the  blood  of  her  own  Indigenous  People? 

This  silent  genocide  took  another  step  forward  on  Sept.  8,  1997  by  the 
State  of  Utah,  Duchesene  County,  Uintah  County,  Roosevelt  City,  and  Duchesne 
City.  <A  HREF="http : //www. ubatc .tec . ut . us/duchesne/">http : //www. ubatc .tec . ut . u 
s/duchesne/</A>(Welcome  to  Duchesne  County)  <A  HREF="http://www. uwin.com/roose 
velt/">http : //www. uwin . com/ roosevelt/</A>( Roosevelt  City  Homepage) 

More  lands  were  stolen  from  the  Ute  Indian  Tribe's  reservation  located 
in  the  north-eastern  part  of  the  state  of  Utah,  U.S.A.  This  was  done  by  the 
above  parties  using  a 1994  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Ruling  (Hagen  v.  Utah)  to  make 
the  finial  cut.  <A  HREF="http: //fatty . law. Cornell . edu/  ">http://fatty. law. corn 
ell.edu/</A>  (to  find  Hagen  v.  Utah,  1994) 

This  land  grab  was  headed  mainly  by  local  government  officials  in 
Uintah  and  Duschesne  County.  This  was  done  in  order  to  over-rule  a 1985  10th 
Circuit  Court  decision  which  ordered  "that  all  the  lands  retained  their 
reservation  status  and  remained  Indian  country,  subject  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Tribe". <A  HREF="http://www. state. ut.us/">  http: //www. state . ut . us/</A> 
(10th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  Ute  Tribe  v.  Utah  can  be  found  in  'State  of 
Utah  Navigational  Network') 

Hungry  for  more,  Utah's  State  and  local  leaders  can  go  back  to  the 
Courts  and  take  MORE  Tribal  lands.  They  want  it  all.  Why?  The  stretch  of 
barren  lands  given  the  Tribe  in  1864  contains  oil  and  coal.  The  State  of 
Utah  and  those  "white"  towns  and  counties  within  the  original  boundaries  want 
the  money  and  control  at  any  cost. 

<A  HREF="  http://snake2.cr.usgs.gov/oilopps/u_and_o.html 
">http:/snake2.cr.usgs.gov/oilopps/u_and_o.html</A> 

(BIA-DEMR  Oil  & Gas  Opportunities) 

According  to  newspaper  reports  in  the  Salt  Lake  City  area,  Utah  State 
and  counties  have  until  Sept.  29,  1997  to  appeal  for  MORE  land.  The  Ute 
Tribe  began  a boycott  of  the  "white"  run  town  of  Roosevelt,  which  WAS  located 
on  Ute  Reservation  lands.  <A  HREF="http://www. desnews.com/  ">http://www.desnew 
s.com/</A>  (Deseret  News  Utah's  locally  owned  daily  new...)  <A  HREF="http: // 
www.sltrib.com/  ">http://www.sltrib.com/</A>  (The  Salt  Lake  Tribune  - Utah's 
Statewide  News . . . ) 

THIS  IS  ALL  YET  ANOTHER  LAND  GRAB.  Every  time  this  happens,  someone  is 
breaking  promises  made  in  the  name  of  all  U.S.  citizens.  This  is  what  the 
United  States  government  is  hiding  from  all  of  us!  This  is  what  elected 
officials  do  when  they  think  no  one  will  know  or  care! 

This  same  scenario  is  happening  over  and  over  to  Indian  Nations  in 
the  United  States.  Can  this  Land  Grab  in  Utah  set  a precedent  making  it 
possible  for  all  U.S.  states  to  do  the  same?  The  Indigenous  People  ARE  being 
exterminated.  It  will  not  stop  until  America's  secrets  are  exposed  and  they 
are  shamed  before  the  rest  of  the  world. 

The  United  States  media  only  presents  what  THEY  decide  the  public 
will  hear.  THEY  decide  what  we  will  know  AND  how  we  will  feel  about  it.  We 
must  DEMAND  to  know  what  the  United  States  government  is  doing  to  the  Native 
American  citizens  of  this  country.  The  media  has  become  nothing  more  than  the 
"brain  police". 

Please  send  your  letters  of  support  and  outrage  to: 

Yttrash@aol . com 

Your  emails  will  be  immediately  forwarded  to  ALL  guilty  parties!!! 

These  letters  are  being  forwarded,  en  masse,  to  several  media  sources 
as  well  as  leaders  in  Utah's  State  and  Local  governments.  These  forwarded 
emails  are  DEMANDING  this  genocide  stop;  that  the  American  press  cease  in  the 
cover  up;  that  the  US  live  up  to  the  "standards"  it  has  imposed  on  the  rest 
of  the  world;  that  the  lands  originally  promised  on  May  5,  1864  be  returned 
to  the  Ute  Tribe.  These  letters  show  support  for  the  Tribe  and  their  boycott 
of  the  cruel  town  of  Roosevelt,  Utah. 


To  shame  these  State  and  Local  leaders,  these  emails  will  continue  to  be 
passed  on  to  : Brad  Hancock  of  Roosevelt  City,  John  Swasey  of  Duchesne  Co., 
Rep.  lack  Seitz  of  Uinta  county.  Rep.  Beverly  Evans  of  Duschesne  county,  and 
Utah  State  Gov.  Mike  Leavitt,  just  to  name  a few!  And,  of  course,  to  U.S. 

Sen.  Orrin  Hatch  of  Utah,  who  also  "happens"  to  be  a member  of  the  "United 
States  Indian  Affairs  Committee",  the  leaders  of  this  continuing  Genocide, 
created  under  the  guise  of  deciding  "what  is  best  for  the  Native  Americans"  . 
It  hasn't  happen  once. 

UTAH  - SITE  OF  THE  2002  WINTER  OLYMPICS 

LET  THEM  KNOW  THE  WORLD  IS  WATCHING!!!!! 

Send  letters  to  be  forwarded  to: 

Yttrash@aol . com 

State  what  part  of  the  World  you  are  from! 

INFORM  YOURSELF: 

<A  HREF= "http: //www. uwin .com/roosevelt/">http: //www. uwin. com/roosevelt/</A> 
(Roosevelt  City  Homepage) 

<A  HREF="http://www.ubatc.tec.ut.us/duchesne/">http://www.ubatc.tec.ut.us 
/duchesne/</A>(Welcome  to  Duchesne  County) 

<A  HREF=" http: //www. uwin . com/ swasey/" >http: //www. uwin . com/swasey/</A> 

(Land  grabbing  poster-child) 

Links  to  Olympic  info:<A  HREF="http : //cc . weber . edu/~mcarlile/Links . htm" > 
http: //cc .weber . edu/~mcarlile/ Links . htm</A> 

<A  HREF="http: //fatty. law. Cornell .edu/  ">http: //fatty. law. Cornell .edu/</A> 

(can  find  Hagen  v.  Utah) 

<A  HREF="  http://snake2.cr.usgs.gov/oilopps/u_and_o.html 
">http://snake2.cr.usgs.gov/oilopps/u_and_o.html</A>  (BIA-DEMR  Oil  & Gas 
Opportunities) 

<A  HREF=" http://bialaw.fedworld.gOv/history/hisftn.htm#133  ">http://bialaw. 
fedworld.gov/history/hisftn.htm#133</A>  (Indian  Law  Enforcement  History 
Footnotes) 

<A  HREF="http: //mercury . sfsu.edu/~cypher/genocide . html  ">http: //mercury . 
sfsu . edu /~cypher /genocide. html </A>  (International 

Convention  for  the  Prevention  and  the  Punishment  of  the  Crime  of  Genocide 
1948) 

<A  HREF="http: //fatty . law. Cornell .edu/uscode/ 

">http://fatty. law. Cornell. edu/uscode/</A>  (United  States  Codes) 

<A  HREF=" http: //www. concentric . net /~jkowal/ili pages/ 

">http://www. concentric. net/~jkowal/ilipages/</A>  (Indigenous  Law  Institute) 

<A  HREF="http: //www. state. ut . us/" >http : //www . state. ut.us/</A>  (State  of  Utah 
Navigational  Network) 

<A  HREF=" http: //www. ecola.com/news/press/na/us/ 

">http://www.ecola.com/news/press/na/us/</A>  (access  to  media  info  world  wide) 
<A  HREF="http: //dickshovel . netgate.net/AIMIntro.htm 

">http://dickshovel.netgate.net/AIMIntro.htm</A>  (American  Indian  Movement) 

<A  HREF="http: //www. id .uscourts.gov/doc . htm 

">http://www. id. uscourts. gov/doc. htm</A>  (Public  Access  to  Case  Documents) 

<A  HREF="http : //www . le . state . ut . us/~code/ code . htm 
">http: //www. le. state. ut . us/~c ode/code . htm</A> 

(Utah  Code  --  Statutes  and  Constitution) 

Please  read  the  following  excerpts  from  letters  of  world  wide  support: 

FROM  NEW  ZEALAND: 

This  letter  represents  all  the  concerned  people  of  New  Zealand  who 
have  been  informed  over  the  passed  months  of  the  activities  of  government 
officials  in  Utah  and  their  gang  of  Marauding  thieves!  As  well  as  all 
activities  regarding  the  senseless  bullying  of  the  Indigenous  Indian  people  of 
America . 

Today  "We"  were  disgusted  at  the  report  made  that  UTE  tribal  land  is  to  be 
denounced  and  placed  into  the  hands  of  a greedy  minority,  whose  only  interest 
is  the  mineral  deposits  situated  within  the  land,  the  revenue  ($)  this  will 
bring  to  themselves,  and  the  virtual  destruction  of  the  only  surviving 
indigenous  tribe  in  that  area! 

This  has  got  to  stop!  Your  Government  is  the  most  corrupt  we  have  ever 
come  across.  If  you  go  ahead  with  this  deal  then  it  would  be  no  surprise 
that  many  countries  will  boycott  American  goods.  Your  economy  is  not 


the  best  as  we  are  sure  you  are  very  much  aware  of. 

Many  countries  and  important  people  within  them  know  and  have  been 
keeping  an  eye  on  your  uncouth  display  and  reckless  regard  for  human 
suffering,  and  countless  more  are  finding  out  daily.  You  cannot  keep  this 
secret  for  much  longer,  and  you  cannot  hide  behind  your  feeble  excuses 
neither. 

What  is  even  more  disturbing  to  us  is  the  nature  of  American  society  which 
has  made  this  scandal  almost  invisible  to  the  people  of  America, 
concerned  with  their  own  Government  scandals  of  which  there  are  many, 
and  of  which  we  are  certainly  aware  of.  This  is  one  reason  why  the  people  of 
have  decided  to  concentrate  efforts  upon  one  of  the  most  longstanding 
scandals  in  American  history,  to  make  the  world  look  at  America  for  what  it 
really  is  and  what  it  is  doing  to  it's  own  people.  You  must  remember,  native 
American  or  not,  the  Indian 

people  are  American's  too.  They  have  sided  with  the  white  for  prosperity  and 
for  peace  and  have  gained  nothing  in  return  but  hate,  pain,  and  anguish. 

This  is  neither  the  pattern  of  or  for  a democratic  society  and  places  every 
single  effort  your  Government  and  your  country  makes  via  Aid  and  support, 
militarily  or  diplomatically  in  the  world  state  of  affairs  on  peace,  all 
appear  to  be  in  vain.  In  turn  this  reasoning  has  provided  a stable 
cornerstone  for  support  by  non-American  peoples  globally  and  has  only 
strengthened  the  campaign  that  will  no  doubt  reveal  this  scandal  publicly 
in  every  society,  in  every  institution,  and  in  every  mind  that  holds  a 
grudge  against  America. 

FROM  CANADA:  (full  text  of  1948  UN  convention: 

<A  HREF="http: //mercury . sfsu.edu/~cypher/genocide . html 
">http: //mercury . sfsu . edu/~cypher /genocide. html</A>  ) 

To  Officials  of  Roosevelt  City  and  Duschesne  County,  Utah,  and  USA 
"....Please  also  be  advised  that  these  are  internationally  protected  peoples 
no  longer  subject  to  the  cruel  and  arbitrary  practises  of  racist  and 
tyrannical  state  terror,  for  which  your  country  and  your  state  are  so 
notoriously  well  known. 

Please  familiarize  yourself  and  your  associates  with  the  international 
Convention  for  the  Prevention  and  the  Punishment  of  the  Crime  of  Genocide 
1948.  . This  UN  convention  stipulates  that: 

Article  2.  In  the  present  Convention,  genocide  means  any  of  the  following 
acts  committed  with  intent  to  destroy,  in  whole  or  in  part,  a national, 
ethnical,  racial  or  religious  group,  as  such:.... 

. . . .You  should  also  be  aware  that  news  of  the  activities  of  Roosevelt 
City, Dechesne  County,  state,  government  and  US  judicial  decisions  have  been 
communicated  to  the  international  community  for  their  information,  follow  up 
and  the  pursuit  of  both  domestic  and  international  remedies.  This  should  be 
communicated  to  Mr.  Orrin  Flatch  and  others  involved  in  these  outrageous  and 
objectionable  adventures. 

Rest  assured  I shall  do  whatever  I can  further  spread  word  of  this 
completely  unacceptable  situation  and  the  arguably  genocidal  actions  you 
have  unfortunately  chosen  to  participate  in." 

FROM  ENGLAND: 

"....Such  unilateral  action  by  a powerful  and  privileged  group  (the  Gov  of 
Utah)  against  a small  but  important  and  highly  significant  part  of  the 
history  and  culture  of  the  land  (the  Ute  people)  would  surely  be  found 
offensive  by  any  God  I know. 

I can  certainly  imagine  the  wrath  of  my  God  being  raised  against  such  a 
dishonourable  and  unjust  action.  Treaties  made  in  good  faith  are  being 
broken  and  the  Government  is  taking  upon  itself  the  role  of  dictator. 

Hitler  declared  Austria  was  no  longer  independent,  but  a part  of  the 
Third  Reich,  and  look  what  happened  to  him. 

The  name  of  Utah  will  come  to  be  reviled  as  his  was  and  that  revulsion 
will  be  associated  with  the  United  States  too.  Future  generations  will 
feel  shame  and  disgust  whenever  the  name  is  mentioned,  unless  action  is 
taken  to  repeal  this  law  and  restore  this  town,  central  to  the 
reservation  and  to  the  lives  of  the  people  who  live  there,  to  Indian 
control . 


Yes,  I am  writing  from  England.  Yes,  word  of  your  ignominious  action  has 
travelled  half  way  across  the  globe  already.  Yes,  these  actions  do  have 
repercussions  beyond  state  boundaries.  The  WORLD  is  watching,  not  just  a 

minority  group.  This  sort  of  action  will  not  be  tolerated " 

Macclesfield 

Cheshire 

England 

"This  is  just  to  let  you  know  that  there  are  a lot  of  us  here  in  the  uk 
who  care  more  about  the  native  inhabitants  of  north  america  than  the 
states  who  occupy  it.  We  support  you  in  your  struggle  and  realize  it  is 
the  same  struggle  we  are  all  engaged  in,  to  free  ourselves  from  the  grip 
of  western  civilization  and  to  live  properly. 

I realize  that  we  will  need  the  knowledge  kept  by  indigenous  people 
around  the  world  if  humanity  is  to  survive.  If  we  do  survive,  we  will 
owe  an  enormous  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  ancestors  and  those  now  who 
hold  the  traditions  against  overwhelming  force  of  ignorance  and 
heartlessness.  I feel  the  loss  of  those  branches  of  humanity  who  are 

gone  forever 

With  Love 

FROM  GERMANY: 

"All  Good  Powers  grant,  that  this  protest  against  Sen.  Gortons  new  law, 
find  approval  and  will  lead  us  to  victory  over  greed  and  corruption. 

Know  that  the  world  is  watching  ,that  we  support  the  actions  of  the  UTAH 
TRIBE  in  their  boycott.  We  inform  the  German  press  about  every  new  act. 
There  is  taken  enough  

It's  time  to  give  the  AMERICAN  NATIVES  Peace  and  Freedom 
and  finally  a change  to  live  their  WAY  . 

Sincerely" 

FROM  FINLAND: 

Hello  from  Finland! 

I just  wanted  to  make  it  very  clear  that  the  finnish  environmental  and 
humanitarian  organisations  are  on  your  side  100%  US  governments  continuous 
oppression  on  the  native  people,  the  Real  people,  of  N.  America  is  not  to 
be  left  unnoticed  and  this  recent  attack  on  the  rights  of  indians  in 
Roosevelt,  Utah  on  the  land  that  they  live  on  just  proves  that 
US  government  has  not  changes  it's  policy  of  "500  years  of  genocide". 

The  native  people  are  the  last  people  on  Earth  who  know  how  to  live  upon 
it  and  thus  have  the  RIGHT  to  live  upon  it!  We  who  have  lost  our  heritage, 
our  history  and  our  knowledge  of  the  true  way  of  living  will  soon  die  anyway 
so  the  most  irrational  thing  we  can  do  is  to  destroy  humanity's  only 
possibility  to  continue  to  exist. 

Finland 

FROM  ITALY: 

"Dear  sirs,  representants  of  the  different  powerful  white  American 
political  and  economical  institutions... 

THE  WORLD  IS  WATCHING  YOU 

The  United-States  of  America  has  been  built  on  colonialism,  on  genocide, 
on  slavery  and  on  economic  greed.  That  is  still  its  way  to  proceed  and 
to  keep  its  power  on  the  rest  of  the  world. 

But  it  is  time  for  you  to  realize  that  a bottle  of  Coca-cola  and  a 
bright  pink  Cadillac  don't  make  us  dream  anymore.  We  know  too  much  what 
is  behind:  The  violation  of  civil  rights,  the  violation  of  every 
statement  of  your  own  constitution,  the  destruction  of  the  planet,  the 
annihilation  of  the  human  souls  through  your  consumist  philosophy. 

THE  WORLD  IS  WATCHING  YOU 
THE  WORLD  IS  JUDGING  YOU 

And  whatever  your  dreams  are,  be  aware  that  a new  people  is  waking  up, 
all  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  five  continents.  We  are  not  linked  by 
blood  but  by  our  souls,  fed  with  the  words  and  faith  of  Gandhi,  Chief 


Seattle,  Henry  David  Thoreau...  and  all  the  men  and  women  who  found 

happiness  in  LOVE  and  SIMPLICITY 

However  you'll  try  to  take  the  power,  and  destroy  the  others  under 

the  power  of  your  oil-concrete-nuclear-dollar  pyramid,  don't  forget,  that 
the  slightest  blade  of  grass  can  come  through  a road  of  tar. 

My  voice  may  seem  as  small  as  a blade  of  grass...  but  there  is  a whole 
prairie  watching  you,  a prairie  with  a heart  beating  at  the  rhythm  of  the 
buffalo  dance. 

Roma-Italy" 

FROM  BELGIUM: 

" As  an  international  human  rights  organization,  with  Native  American 

roots,  but  based  in  Europe,  we  call  upon  you  to  put  an  immediate 
stop  to  these  violations  of  human  rights;  and  we  demand  the 
American  press  cease  in  the  cover  up. 

We  are  demanding  that  the  United  States  government  lives  up  to 
the  "standards"  it  has  imposed  on  the  rest  of  the  world. 

We  demand  that  the  lands  promised  be  returned  to  the  Ute  Nation. 

Shame  on  you  America! 

Sincerely, 

Brussels 

Belgium 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER!  ! ! 

FREE  WOLVERINE! ! ! " 

FROM:  TURTLE  CLAN 
EASTERN  LENAPE  NATION  OF  PA 

"During  the  past  years  I have  hoped  (no  dreamed)  that  the  circle  would 
begin  to  heal  as  in  Black  Elk's  vision.  With  education  and  the 
acknowledgement  of  the  civil  rights  of  Native  Americans  I naively  thought 
that  the  "greed"  of  the  white  man  would  be  subdued,  if  not  buried  in  his 
past.  But,  unfortunately,  it  seems  that  the  Government  of  and  by  the 
White  Men  has  not  changed  from  the  1700s,  1800s,  and  1900s.  The  "give  ME, 
give  ME"  and  "I  WANT,  I WANT"  attitude  still  prevails. 

The  little  land  which  is  owned  by  some  of  the  Nations  is  precious  to  us, 
even  if  it  is  uninhabitable  to  most  of  the  descendants  of  the  European 
immigration  of  the  1500s  and  1600s.  Let  us,  please,  keep  what  is  left  of 
the  land  of  our  Mother,  the  Earth.  We  have  never  harmed  the  land,  we  have 
never  polluted  the  land,  or  abused  the  land.  Please,  let  us  live  in  Peace. 

Doris  RiverBird  Woman 
Turtle  Clan 

Eastern  Lenape  Nation  of  PA 
FROM  AUSTRALIA: 

"TO  WHOM  IT  MAY  CONCERN 

I have  heard  here  in  Australia  of  the  push  to  take  MORE  land  away  from 
the  Native  Americans,  in  this  case  the  Utes.  From  over  here  we  see  the  big 
picture,  and  we  read  the  odd  article  and  we  read  the  history  books  and 
nothing's  changed 

They  are  not  fools  and  neither  is  the  rest  of  the  world.  We  will  be 

watching  the  2002  Winter  Olympics  and  we  will  know  the  hypocrisy.  We  see  the 
the  United  Nations  on  television  and  Mr  Clinton  with  his  compassion  for  the 
atrocities  of  other  countries.  We  know  that  the  American  Indian  has  not  been 
treated  well,  that  in  some  parts  they  are  still  refused  to  be  served  in  bars, 
that  they  have  been  tricked  into 

signing  papers  in  the  past,  that  they  look  after  their  land  and  as  soon  as  it 
looks  as  though  money  can  be  made  out  of  it,  the  government  wants  it " 


You  are  welcome  to  copy  and  pass  on  the  above  information:  "America's  Hidden 
Genocide  II" 


ADD  YOUR  VOICE! 

Please  send  your  letters  of  support  and  outrage  to: 

Dontstel@aol . com 

Be  assured,  your  emails  will  be  immediately  forwarded  to  ALL  guilty 
parties ! ! ! 


"RE : Stealing  Native  Rights"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Oct  1997  07:16:13  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  Iordan  S Dill  <jsd@sover .net> 

Sub j : Stealing  native  rights... 

UUCP  email 

Good  day  all... please  visit 

<http://www.dickshovel.com/rights.html>  where  you  will  find  a discussion 
centering  on  the  "On  the  Art  of  Stealing  Human  Rights:" 

[Note:  The  following  extracts  are  from  a speech  given  by  Gerry  Gambill  at 
a conference  on  Human  Rights  at  Tobique  Reserve  in  New  Brunswick,  in 
August,  1958.  In  this  speech,  he  warned  native  people  about  how  Wasichu 
goes  about  taking  away  the  human  rights  of  native  people...] 

The  art  of  denying  Indians  their  human  rights  has  been  refined  to  a 
science.  The  following  list  of  commonly  used  techniques  will  be  helpful  in 
"burglar-proof ing"  your  reserves,  and  your  rights. 

GAIN  THE  INDIANS  CO-OPERATION  - It  is  much  easier  to  steal  someone's  human 
rights  if  you  can  do  it  with  his  OWN  co-operation.  So..: 

1.  Make  him  a non-person.  Human  rights  are  for  people.  Convince  Indians 
their  ancestors  were  savages,  that  they  were  pagan,  that  Indians  were 
drunkards.  Make  them  wards  of  the  government.  Make  a legal  distinction,  as 
in  the  Indian  Act,  between  Indians  and  persons.  Write  history  books  that 
tell  half  the  story. 

2.  Convince  the  Indian  that  he  should  be  patient,  that  these  things  take 
time.  Tell  him  that  we  are  making  progress,  and  that  progress  takes  time. 

3.  Make  him  believe  that  things  are  being  done  for  his  own  good.  Tell  him 
you're  sure  that  after  he  has  experienced  your  laws  and  actions  that  he 
will  realize  how  good  they  have  been.  Tell  the  Indian  he  has  to  take  a 
little  of  the  bad  in  order  to  enjoy  the  benefits  you  are  conferring  on 

him . 

Visit  the  site  for  the  balance... 

Best  regards . . . 

jsd@sover.net 

System  status  <http://www.sover.net/system.html> 

SoVerNet  Technical  Support  <support@sover . net> 

"RE;  Cherokee  News"  

Date:  Tue,  21  Oct  1997  16:14:06  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol . com 

Sub  j : Fwd:  NASC-  Cherokee Vets Apache Crow... 

- FORWARD,  Original  message  follows 

Sub  j : NASC  NEWS:  Cherokee Veterans Apache Crow... 

Date:  97-10-16  10:17:06  EDT 
From:  NASC  Swan 

<><><><><><><>NASC  NEWS< ><><>< ><><><> 

<A  HREF="http : //www.geocities . com/ Heart land/Prairie/5918/octl4vilescommentary 
. html">0ctl4VilesCommentary</A> 

PHILIP  H.  VILES,  HR. 

P.O.  BOX  700414 

TULSA,  OKLAHOMA  74170-0414 

918-625-1407 

fax  918-496-1792 

Tuesday,  October  14,  1997 

Constitutional  Convention,  Cherokee  Advocate,  and  Other  Mirages 


COMMENTARY 

On  this  six-month  anniversary  of  Chief  Doe  Byrd's  declaring  the 
emergency  that  has  plunged  the  Cherokee  Nation  into  turmoil  and 
controversy,  let  me  offer  some  personal  observations,  not  as  a tribal 
official,  but  one  who  has  observed  Cherokee  affairs  for  more  than  forty 
years . 

1.  The  turmoil  and  controversy  continue. 

2.  Now  that  "Constitutional  reform"  is  in  the  news  again,  it  might  be 
helpful  to  revisit  the  May  6,  1997  issue  of  the  Tulsa  World  and 

the  article  "Changes  sought  by  Chief".  Chief  Byrd  wanted  a committee 
created  in  the  fall  to  revamp  the  constitution  adopted  by  the  tribe  in 
the  1970s.  In  the  fall?  Well,  fall  is  here  and  I have  heard  nothing 
further. 

It  is  important  to  remember  two  things.  First,  the  Constitution  of 
1975  called  for  the  people  to  decide  every  20  years  whether  or  not  to 
have  such  a convention  [Article  XV,  Section  9 concludes  "The  question  of 
such  proposed  convention  shall  be  submitted  of  the  members  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  at  least  once  in  every  twenty  (20)  years] . Second,  the 
people  did  approve  a Constitutional  Convention  in  the  elections  held  on 
Dune  17,  1995  over  two  years  ago.  What  has  the  chief  done  since?  In 
April  '96,  he  floated  several  names  for  a commission  and  a four-year 
timetable  (now  very  seriously  behind)  and  in  October  '96,  a working  plan 
appeared.  The  Constitutional  revisions  are  to  be  voted  on  in  the  summer 
of  1999,  I understand.  Much  work  is  required.  A Chief  committed  to 
Constitutional  reform  would  be  much  further  along  with  the  process. 

3.  "The  constitutional  convention  issues  was  something  I campaigned  on 
in  1995,  he  said.  "It  was  a plank  in  my  platform."  A quick  reading  of 
the  tribal  newspapers  in  1995  doesn't  include  this  "plank"  anywhere, 
either  in  his  written  responses  to  editors  or  in  two  or  three  newspaper 
ads.  How  do  you  campaign  on  something  which  is  already  on  the  ballot  by 
virtue  of  the  Constitution  in  1975  saying  it  would  be?  You  sure  don't 
campaign  AGAINST  it.  It's  like  apple  pie  and  Motherhood. 

4.  Who  will  work  on  this  constitutional  convention?  Tribal  Council 
members?  Lay  members?  Attorneys?  Over  the  last  six  months,  many 
inside  and  outside  attorneys  have  been  used  for  various  purposes.  One 
estimate  says  that  over  $1.4  million  has  been  spent  on  attorneys  in 
Washington  and  in  Oklahoma.  Has  any  of  this  work  been  to  strengthen  the 
Constitution  or  plan  for  its  revision?  Not  to  my  knowledge.  Most  of 
the  work  has  been  to  weaken  the  tribal  court  system  by  staging  a 
kangaroo  court  of  removal  and  to  draft  legislation  to  cripple  the 
Dudicial  Appeals  Tribunal's  power. 

5.  Where  is  the  Cherokee  Advocate  newspaper  in  all  this?  The  official 
tribal  newspaper  distribution  was  changed  by  the  Tribal  Council,  as 
announced  in  the  Danuary-February  1997  issue,  "in  order  to  better  serve 
the  citizens  of  the  Cherokee  nation".  The  Advocate  would  be  published 
every  two  months  by  printing  and  mailing  the  Advocate  by  the  first  day 
of  each  odd-numbered  month".  So  far,  under  this  system,  I have  copies 
of  the  "Danuary-February  1997",  "March-April  1997".  May-Dune  1997",  and 
Duly-August  1997"  issues.  The  "September-October  1997"  issue  by  my 
reckoning  should  have  come  out  September  1st  and  I don't  have  it. 

Of  course,  preparation  and  distribution  of  a newspaper  is  made  much 
more  difficult  when  the  staff  is  laid  off.  Published  interviews  with 
Dan  Agent,  Advocate  editor  in  late  Duly,  said  that  he  had  been  placed  on 
administrative  leave  and  the  rest  of  his  staff  would  be  laid  off  on 
August  15th.  Report  indicated  that  tribal  officials  had  concluded  that 
"the  Advocate's  mission  was  mis-directed"  and  that  "the  Advocate  would 
be  'farmed  out'  to  an  established  newspaper"  for  writing,  editing, 
layout,  etc. 

The  Advocate  is  a successor  to  a newspaper  which  started  in  Georgia 
about  1828,  I believe.  Since  the  Cherokee  Nation  was  re-established  in 
1975,  there  has  been  a monthly  newspaper  available  by  subscription  and 
by  once-a-year  free  mailout  to  all  tribal  members.  Only  now  that  the 
Council  has  opted  for  totally  free  distribution  has  the  Advocate  needed 
to  go  to  semi-monthly,  when  it  comes  out  late,  if  at  all.  Many  people 
out-of-state  depend  on  the  Advocate  for  their  tribal  news  and  they  need 


a tribal  newspaper. 

6.  I read  that  registration  has  started  for  the  1999  elections.  You'll 
recall  that  of  30,000  tribal  members  registered  to  vote  in  1995,  less 
than  12,000  voted  amid  complaints  that  election  snafus  or  confusing 
registration  requirements  prevented  their  voting.  Now  I read  that  the 
Administration  has  instituted  an  optional  voter  photo  ID  card  system. 

My  preference  would  have  been  to  spend  efforts  and  budgets  on  a system 
that  would  allow  more  Cherokees  to  vote  easily  and  quickly,  before 
instituting  new  technology.  The  "new  computer  system"  which  accompanies 
the  photo  ID  card  system  may  help,  I don't  know. 

/signed/  Philip  H.  Viles,  Dr. 


<A  HREF="http : //www.geocities . com/Heart land/Prairie/5918/parker . html"> parker 
html  at  www.geocities. com</A> 

U.K.B.  OF  CHEROKEE  INDIANS  IN  OKLAHOMA 
September  Issue  Vol.  5 No.  9 

(Re-printed  from  an  earlier  issue  of  the  Cherokee  Observer) 
by  Sandra  Sac  Parker  (former  staff  member) 

Recent  legal  action  against  the  Horsebend  Bingo  Hall,  Sperry, 

Oklahoma,  by  the  Tulsa  County  district  attorney's  office  has  brought  to 
public  attention  a Cherokee  Tribal  Government  previously  hidden  from 
view,  the  2sgby  or  The  United  Keetoowah  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians  in 
Oklahoma . 

The  publicity  surrounding  the  case  prompted  Dohn  Hair,  [from  the 
Kenwood  Area  of  the  Cherokee  Nation]  (former)  Bi-Lingual  Chief  of  the 
the  2sgby  or  The  United  Keetoowah  Band  of  Cherokees,  to  give  an  interview 
about  his  tribe. 

"I  still  don't  want  to  give  it",  he  said,  but  due  to  the  litigation 
going  on,  reporters  are  continually  asking,  'Who's  the  United  Keetoowah 
Band?  And  'Who's  the  Chief?'  People  need  to  know  who  we  are." 

The  United  Keetoowah  Band  of  Cherokees,  a federally  recognized  tribal 
government  organized  approximately  50  years  ago,  consists  of  a 
Chief , (Present-Dohn  Ross)  Assistant  Chief , (Present-Dim  Henson)  and  a 
Tribal  Council  of  nine  members  elected  by  district . [they  are  the 
original  nine  districts  within  the  Historic  boundary  lines  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation]  Headquarters  are  in  Tahlequah.  Its  current  membership 
is  around  7500,  all  of  whom  are  at  least  one-quarter  (1/4)  Cherokee. 

The  2sgby  or  United  Keetoowah  Band  should  not  be  confused  with  the 
Keetoowah  Society,  also  known  as  Nighthawks,  a major  traditionalist 
religious  society  with  which  many  people  are  familiar.  Nor  should  the 
Band  be  confused  with  the  current  Cherokee  Nation,  another  governmental 
organization  established  much  later  than  the  Band. 

Because  the  Keetoowah  Society  is  a religious  society  which  can  be 
compared  to  any  other  major  religion,  and  the  two  tribal  governments  do 
not  prohibit  membership  in  the  other,  it  is  possible  for  a Cherokee  to 
belong  to  all  three  organizations. 


RE:  Friends  of  the  Lubicons 


Date:  Thu,  23  Oct  1997  20:20:34  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Winnipeg:  Demo  Supporting  FOL 

Forwarded  message: 

ACTION  ALERT 

AFTER  READING  PLEASE  SEND  THIS  ALERT  ON  TO  YOUR  ORGANIZATIONAL  E-MAIL  LIST 
On  November  3,  1997  supporters  of  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicons  will  be 
holding  a informational  picket  at  the  Diashowa  Packaging  Plant  at  1750 
Inkster  Blvd.  at  5:00  p.m.  in  the  city  of  Winnipeg  located  in  the  province 
of  Manitoba,  Canada. 

We  are  holding  the  informational  picket  to  expose  Diashowa 's  attempt  to 
quash  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicons  fundamental  democratic  right  to  free 
speech  by  SLAPPING  them  with  a lawsuit  . The  Friends  of  the  LubiconS  are  a 
support  group  who  are  helping  to  bring  public  attention  to  the  blight  of 
the  Lubicon  First  Nation  in  Alberta,  Canada. 


Should  Diashowa  win  this  count  case  against  the  Fiends  of  the  Lubicons  we 
are  all  next. 

We  are  asking  for  your  support  in  two  ways: 

First,  please  send  us  your  organizational  endorsement  for  the  informational 
picket  so  that  we  can  usE  your  groups  name  on  our  press  release.  Please 
email  your  organizational  endorsement  ASAP  to; 
sullivan@mbnet .mb.ca 

Secondly,  please  pass  this  message  on  to  your  organizational  e-mail  list. 

We  would  like  to  have  broad  support  locally,  nationally  and 
internationally.  By  passing  on  this  message  through  the  internet  we  hope  to 
accomplish  this  objective. 

Should  you  require  additional  information  about  what  is  happening  to  the 
Friends  of  the  Lubicons  in  order  to  endorse  our  informational  picket  please 
visit  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicons  Website  Page  at: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 
or  phone  (416)  763-7500 

Thank  you  for  your  support. 

Don  Sullivan 
2-70  Albert  Street 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  Canada 
R3B  1E7 

Phone:  204-947-3081 

Fax:  204-947-3076 

Email:  sullivan@mbnet . mb . ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Tribal  Sovereignty  Threatened"  

Date:  Wed,  22  Oct  1997  07:49:23  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol . com 

Sub j : Tribal  Sovereignty  Threatened-from  NASC 

><><><><><><>NASC  NEWS< ><><>< ><><><> 

Sub j : NEWS: Pueblo  Suit  Threatens  Tribal  Sovereignty 
Date:  97-10-21  12:29:05  EDT 
From:  FireSpeak 

Saturday,  October  18,  1997 

Pueblo  Suit  Threatens  Tribal  Sovereignty 

Dispute  Centers  on  Civil  Rights 

By  Leslie  Linthicum 

Journal  Staff  Writer 

ZUNI  --  It  began  as  a dispute  over  treatment  at  the  Zuni  Pueblo  drug  and 
alcohol  treatment  center.  It  swelled  to  an  employee  walkout  and  exploded 
into  a chain  of  firings  and  resignations  that  would  grow  to  include  the 
tribe's  administrator,  its  personnel  director,  health  director,  finance 
director  and  lieutenant  governor. 

Now,  the  recent  events  at  the  Pueblo  of  Zuni  may  reach  into  federal 
courts  and  strike  at  the  concept  of  Indian  nations'  sovereign  immunity,  a 
core  tenet  of  tribal  rights  that  protects  tribal  governments  from  civil 
lawsuits  and  effectively  eliminates  federal  civil  rights  on  Indian 
reservations . 

Three  of  the  six  tribal  employees  who  were  dismissed  in  the  fracas  -- 
the  fired  director  of  the  Zuni  Recovery  Center,  the  director  of  the 


Department  of  Health  and  the  tribe's  finance  director  --  have  gone  to  Zuni 
Tribal  Court  to  argue  that  their  civil  rights  were  violated  by  the  tribe. 
The  tribe's  attorney  argued  --  and  the  judge  agreed  in  a decision  handed 
down  in  late  September  --  that  the  women  had  no  case  because  there  are  no 
federal  civil  rights  guarantees  on  Indian  lands. 

Imagine,  says  Margaret  Garcia,  the  tribe's  fired  health  director,  being 
terminated  from  your  government  job,  alleging  you  were  fired  wrongly  and 
being  told  in  court  that  you  cannot  argue  your  case  because  you  have  no 
rights . 

"It  hurts  me  to  the  core  as  a Zuni  person  to  be  told  by  my  government 
that  I have  no  individual  rights,"  says  Garcia.  "Isn't  this  the  United 
States  of  America?  Aren't  I a citizen?"  Constitution  boundaries  As  a 
member  of  the  Zuni  tribe,  Garcia  has  the  full  rights  of  a U.S.  citizen  -- 
anywhere  but  inside  the  boundaries  of  the  reservation  she  was  born  on  or 
on  other  tribal  lands.  The  same  goes  for  non-Indians.  Off  the  reservation 
they  are  protected  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  but  on  reservations  there  is  no 
guarantee  that  tribal  governments  must  recognize  those  same  rights. 

That  issue  will  bring  the  Zuni  fracas  into  U.S.  District  Court  in 
Albuquerque  and  likely  will  be  the  focus  of  congressional  hearings  next 
year.  The  women's  attorney  will  argue  in  a lawsuit  that  the  U.S. 
Constitution  cannot  be  applied  to  people  living  in  some  areas  of  the 
country  and  applied  differently  or  not  at  all  to  people  living  elsewhere. 
Her  argument  will  turn  on  the  definition  of  Indian  country  --  whether 
Indian  reservations  are  "territories"  where  federal  rights  do  not  apply. 

Lana  Marcussen  contends  they  are  not  "territories . " Various  federal 
courts  and  state  courts  have  interpreted  Indian  lands  differently  on  the 
matter,  and  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  not  ruled  on  the  issue.  Marcussen 
envisions  the  Zuni  case  as  a test  of  the  principle. 

"You  can  have  constitutional  rights  here,  but  if  you  move  20  miles  in 
another  direction  you  don't  have  those  rights,"  Marcussen  says.  That 
argument  also  will  be  voiced  at  congressional  hearings  next  year  on  the 
issue  of  the  degree  of  sovereign  immunity  afforded  Indian  tribes. 

At  the  core  of  Marcussen 's  argument  will  be  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act, 
enacted  by  Congress  in  1968  in  an  effort  to  extend  to  people  living  and 
working  on  Indian  lands  the  same  freedoms  guaranteed  to  others.  It 
required  tribal  governments  to  enforce  the  basic  principles  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights  --  among  them  due  process  and  equal  protection  and  the  freedom  of 
speech,  the  press,  worship  and  assembly. 

The  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act  was  not  10  years  old  before  it  was  stripped 
of  authority  in  a Supreme  Court  decision  resulting  from  a New  Mexico  case. 
At  issue  was  a tribal  law  at  Santa  Clara  Pueblo  that  said  the  tribe  would 
extend  membership  to  children  of  male  members  who  married  outside  the 
tribe  but  not  to  children  of  female  members  who  married  non-Santa  Clarans. 

Dulia  Martinez  sued  the  tribe,  saying  her  half-Navajo  daughter  was  being 
discriminated  against  by  being  denied  tribal  membership.  A federal  judge 
denied  her  claim,  saying  that  tribal  sovereignty  allowed  local  decisions 
even  if  they  ran  contrary  to  federal  laws. 

In  1978,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  agreed,  and  further  ruled  that  the 
Indian  Civil  Rights  Act  did  not  authorize  a lawsuit  against  a tribe  in  the 
federal  courts.  It  said  the  principle  of  self-determination  outweighed  the 
extension  of  constitutional  requirements  to  tribal  governments. 

"It  wasn't  anyone's  intention,"  says  Marcussen,  but  the  Indian  Civil 
Rights  Act  resulted  in  Indians  specifically  not  being  protected  by  the 
Constitution  in  dealings  with  tribal  governments  and  tribal  enterprises  by 
withholding  federal  remedies  for  violations.  "Congress  doesn't  have  the 
authority  to  segregate  the  Constitution  into  different  territories, " she 
says.  "If  we  allow  the  Congress  to  decide  who  gets  which  rights,  then  what 
Constitution?  The  Constitution  has  to  apply  to  everybody." 

No  basis  for  claim 

Albert  V.  Gonzales,  the  Santa  Fe  lawyer  who  represents  Zuni  Pueblo,  says 
he  is  confident  that  the  Supreme  Court  intended  extreme  limits  on  who 
could  sue  for  damages  against  tribal  governments  in  federal  courts. 

"The  Supreme  Court  has  been  very  clear  on  the  issue  --  that  because 
Indian  tribes  were  pre-existing  sovereigns,  existing  before  the 


Constitution  and  the  Bill  of  Rights,  they  are  not  held  to  those,"  Gonzales 
says.  The  Supreme  Court's  ruling  on  the  Martinez  case  extended  to  tribal 
governments  power  much  greater  than  that  enjoyed  by  state  and  federal 
governments:  Free  from  the  threat  of  damage  awards  in  federal  courts, 
tribal  governments  can  act  without  regard  to  the  basic  fundamental  rights 
enjoyed  by  other  Americans. 

What  that  means  at  Zuni  is  that  the  complaints  of  Garcia,  Recovery 
Center  director  Patricia  Davis  and  finance  director  Amelda  Bowman  will  not 
be  considered  on  their  merits  because  they  have  no  basis  for  their  claim. 
While  it  has  ballooned  into  an  issue  involving  the  Constitution  and 
sovereign  rights,  the  dispute  at  Zuni  began  among  the  staff  at  the  Zuni 
Recovery  Center  over  patient  care. 

Zuni  Recovery  Center  is  an  out-patient  counseling  service  for  tribal 
members  who  have  drug  and  alcohol  addictions.  It  is  federally  funded 
though  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  but  is  run  under  a contract  by  Zuni 
Pueblo. 

Problems  began  to  arise  in  Duly,  when  a client  who  had  been  referred  to 
the  center  by  the  tribal  court  filed  a complaint,  saying  that  a counselor 
had  used  confidential  information  about  him  to  win  the  affections  of  his 
girlfriend.  His  complaint  was  reviewed  by  Davis,  Garcia  and  Gerald  Byers, 
the  tribe's  personnel  director.  The  counselor  received  a written 
reprimand,  was  suspended  and  returned  to  work  under  probation.  Another 
counselor  would  not  refer  that  same  client  to  the  Indian  Health  Service 
Mental  Health  Center  when  Davis  thought  he  showed  signs  of  being  suicidal. 
That  counselor  was  also  reprimanded,  suspended  and  put  on  probation. 

At  a Nov.  5 staff  meeting  at  the  center,  Davis  pressed  a third  counselor 
to  make  a mental  health  referral  for  another  client  and  he  refused.  Seven 
counselors  walked  out  and  left  requisition  slips  for  sick  leave,  averaging 
about  30  hours  each,  on  Davis'  desk. 

Tribal  personnel  policies  require  a doctor's  statement  when  an  employee 
takes  24  hours  or  more  consecutive  sick  leave  and  require  approval  before 
leave  is  taken,  Garcia  said.  Tribal  officials  held  a meeting  two  days 
later  to  decide  how  to  proceed.  Garcia  attended,  along  with  Byers,  Davis 
and  the  acting  tribal  administrator , who  was  replacing  Tribal 
Administrator  Hayes  Lewis,  who  was  out  of  town.  Tribal  attorney  Gonzales 
spoke  to  the  group  on  the  telephone  from  his  office  in  Santa  Fe  and,  they 
say,  advised  them  to  follow  Zuni  Tribal  Code. 

Gonzales  said  the  workers  had  been  absent  from  the  center  without 
permission  for  16  hours,  which  constituted  abandoning  their  jobs.  He 
recommended  terminating  the  employees.  Zuni  Gov.  Donald  Eriacho  agreed  and 
the  seven  were  fired.  When  he  returned  days  later,  Lewis  recommended 
solving  the  dispute  through  mediation  and  sent  Garcia  a memo  outlining  his 
wish.  She  responded  that  tribal  policies  do  not  allow  mediation  after  a 
termination  has  been  processed. 

In  the  meantime,  the  seven  turned  to  the  Appeals  Board  in  an  internal 
administrative  process  and  the  board  ordered  them  reinstated.  The 
administration  appealed  that  decision  to  the  tribal  council,  saying  the 
employees  had  violated  their  contract  and  that  the  appeals  process  was 
invalid  because  the  board  ruled  without  holding  a hearing.  The  council, 
with  two  members  not  voting  because  of  conflicts  of  interest,  voted  5 to  1 
to  deny  the  administration's  appeal.  The  governor  was  the  only  member 
voting  against  reinstatement.  On  March  11,  Lewis  fired  Davis  and  Garcia, 
citing  their  refusal  to  approve  the  mediation  process.  On  March  18,  Davis 
was  served  with  an  order  of  "exclusion  and  removal"  --  told  essentially  to 
leave  the  pueblo  and  not  return.  The  order  was  based  on  an  affidavit  from 
Lewis,  who  complained  Davis  had  threatened  to  "cause  serious  harm"  to  him, 
the  lieutenant  governor  and  others. 

Before  a tribal  judge  could  rule  on  the  order,  Lt.  Gov.  Bobby  Shack 
intervened,  submitting  his  own  affidavit  that  Davis  presented  no  harm  to 
him.  Shack  fired  Lewis  and  also  reinstated  Garcia  and  Davis.  That  same  day, 
the  six  tribal  council  members  told  Shack  in  a memo  that  he  had  no 
authority  to  fire  Hayes  and  that  they  were  reinstating  him. 

Two  weeks  later,  the  council  members  called  a public  meeting.  It  drew 
about  50  Zuni  tribal  members,  lasted  nine  hours  and  resulted  in  Shack 
resigning  and  council  members  firing  Garcia  and  Davis  again  along  with 


Byers  and  Bowman  for  their  involvement  in  the  Recovery  Center  firings. 

When  Garcia,  Davis  and  Bowman  went  to  court  to  argue  they  were  wrongly 
terminated,  the  tribe's  lawyer  described  the  April  6 meeting  as  "the  Zuni 
traditional  way. " 

"I've  heard  of  instant  coffee  and  instant  tea,"  Garcia  says.  "This  must 
be  instant  tradition.  A mob  scene  is  no  tradition  that  I have  ever  heard 
of." 

An  unusual  case 

Non-Indians  have  advocated  for  years  placing  restrictions  on  the 
authority  of  tribal  governments.  U.S.  Sen.  Slade  Gorton,  R-Wash.,  proposed 
earlier  this  year  that  tribes  give  up  their  immunity  from  civil  lawsuits 
or  lose  federal  funding.  Congress  will  hold  hearings  on  the  issue  next 
year. 

The  Zuni  case  is  unusual  because  it  involves  Indian  people  arguing  for 
the  limits.  Garcia  is  Zuni  and  Bowman  and  Davis  are  Navajo.  "It's 
interesting  when  you've  got  people  who  usually  are  arguing  for  Indian 
rights  who  are  arguing  tribes'  rights  should  be  restricted,"  Gonzales  says. 

If  Marcussen's  arguments  get  a hearing  in  a higher  court,  he  said, 

"She'd  be  turning  Indian  law  on  its  head.  I just  don't  think  it  will  go 
that  far." 


"RE : Canadian  MP  Defends  Gustafsen"  

Date:  Thu,  23  Oct  1997  20:22:23  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen  "Completely  Justified"  says  Canadian  MP 

:S . I .S.I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 

Oct.  23,  1997  Bulletin 

CANADA'S  'OFFICIAL  OPPOSITION'  DEFENDS  GOVERNMENT  ACTIONS  AT  GUSTAFSEN 

A Member  of  Parliament  in  Canada's  'Official  Opposition'  says  that 
Canada's  actions  at  Gustafsen  Lake  were  "completely  justified". 

Furthermore  he  characterized  the  well-documented  offensive  tactics 
against  the  small  group  of  Shuswap  traditionalists  by  the  largest 
paramilitary  operation  in  Canada's  history  as  "a  lot  of  stories"  which 
"were  never  proven  to  have  taken  place". 

Dr.  Keith  Martin,  Reform  Party  member  of  Parliament  for  Esquimault- Juan 
de  Fuca,  was  provided  with  documentation  of  the  offensive  use  of  Armoured 
Personnel  Carriers  against  the  Ts'peten  Sundance  Camp  in  the  summer  of 
1995,  as  well  as  of  the  use  of  the  army's  C7  automatic  rifles  in  a massive 
assault  on  the  21  member  Sundance  Camp  involving  thousands  of  rounds  of 
ammunition.  Fie  was  also  provided  with  the  Rules  of  Engagement  for  the 
operation  written  by  Canada's  General  John  De  Chastelaine,  clearly 
prohibiting  the  offensive  actions  of  the  military. 

According  to  the  evidence  of  high  ranking  RCMP,  it  was  the  Canadian  Prime 
Minister,  Jean  Chretien,  who  authorized  the  use  of  the  military  upon  the 
request  of  the  BC's  NDP  Attorney-General  and  Fluman  Rights  Minister  Ujjal 
Dosanjh.  A review  of  army  involvement  is  mandatory  under  the  Defence  Act, 
but  has  not  thus  far  been  complied  with  by  the  Canadian  authorities. 

The  Defence  Minister  at  the  time,  Doug  Young,  advised  Martin  that  the 
army's  Rules  of  Engagement  for  'Operation  Wallaby'  had  not  been  violated, 
in  blatant  contradiction  to  the  evidence  at  trial.  Martin  refused  to  pursue 
the  matter  further,  demonstrating  that  the  conspiracy,  cover-up,  and 
refusal  to  investigate  the  actions  of  the  authorities,  including  a refusal 
to  convene  a public  inquiry  into  the  Gustafsen  matter,  is  ongoing  and 
comprehensive.  Dr.  Keith  Martin  was  a participant  in  the  Canadian 
Government's  recent  international  initiatives  to  ban  land  mines,  yet  he 
appears  to  be  unconcerned  that  Canadian  used  command  mines  against  Shuswap 
traditionalists  at  Gustafsen  Lake  --  an  incident  which  was  captured  on  the 
RCMP's  own  video-tape  and  broadcast  on  cable  television. 

The  complete  text  of  Martin's  letter  to  CFUV  Radio's  John  Shafer  follows: 


Rm.  676  Confederation  Building.  Flouse  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ontario  K1A  0A6 
Office:  (613)  996-2625  Fax  (613)  996-9779  Email  martik@parl . gc . ca 


Dr.  Keith  Martin,  M.D.,  M.P  Esquimault  - luan  De  Fuca 

October  17,1997 

Mr.  John  Shafer 

c/o  CFUV-FM  Radio 

Box  3035,  University  of  Victoria 

Victoria,  BC.  V8W  3P3 

Dear  Mr.  Shafer: 

Thank  you  for  your  email  concerning  Gustafsen  Lake.  From  what  I 
have  seen,  the  interventions  that  took  place  by  the  government  were 
completely  justified.  There  were  a lot  of  stories  about  the  use  of 
land  mines  and  other  activities  that  were  alleged,  but  were  never  proven 
to  have  taken  place.  It  would  appear  the  military  did  what  they  had  to 
do  get  this  most  difficult  situation  under  control. 

I spoke  to  my  Executive  Assistant  on  this  matter,  and  he  has  pursued  your 
concerns.  As  well  I have  written  to  the  Minister  of  Defence,  asking  for 
information  on  the  situation. 

I would  suggest,  Mr.  Shafer,  that  since  you  still  have  concerns  over 
Gustafsen  Lake,  that  you  continue  to  write  directly  to  the  Minister  of 
Defence  Art,  Art  Eggleton,  for  the  answers  you  require. 

Sincerely, 

Keith  Martin,  M.P. 

Esquimalt-Iuan  de  Fuca 


===  CANADA:  A NATION  BUILT  ON  RACISM,  LIES  AND  INDIGENOUS  GENOCIDE!  === 

OOoo A PUBLIC  INQUIRY  INTO  GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  NOW! ooOO 

Keith  Martin,  M.P. 

Phone:  (613)  996-2625  Fax:  (613)  996-9779 

Email:  martik@parl . gc . ca 

Canadian  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien 

Room  309-S  Centre  Block,  Flouse  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  OA6  Canada 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211  Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email : remote -printer . 3ean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd .tpc . int 

For  more  information  on  the  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake)  siege: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/GustLake/ support . html 
To  sign  by  email  the  petition  for  a public  inquiry,  send  a message  to 
<sisis@envirolink.org>  with  "petition"  in  the  subject  header,  and  "I 
support  the  petition  for  a public  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake,"  your  name, 
and  your  city  of  residence  in  the  body  of  the  message. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

- - "RE:  Rule  Changes  Deny  Enrollment"  

Date:  Sat,  25  Oct  1997  09:28:45  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : Rule  changes  for  Indians  leave  some  without  tribes 
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Rule  changes  for  Indians  leave  some  without  tribes 


They  lose  benefits  and  a sense  of  belonging. 

By  Gwen  Florio 
INQUIRER  STAFF  WRITER 

BROWNING,  Mont.  --  Arlene  Sinclair  is  an  Indian,  a mixture  of  Blackfeet 
and  Cree.  She  married  an  Indian,  a man  part  Chippewa,  part  Cree. 

Together,  they  have  three  children.  One  is  an  Indian.  Two  are  not. 

Because  of  a 1962  change  in  the  criteria  for  tribal  membership,  her  two 
youngest  children  --  born  and  raised  on  the  Blackfeet  reservation  here, 
with  the  same  ancestry  as  their  older  sister  --  were  deemed  not  to  have 
enough  Indian  blood  from  a single  tribe  to  qualify  as  Blackfeet  or  Cree 
or  Chippewa. 

Two  ancestors  --  a white  great-great-grandfather  and  a half-white 
great-great-grandmother  --  diluted  the  Indian  blood  just  enough  to  tip 
the  balance  the  wrong  way. 

Sinclair's  youngest  children  are  among  a growing  number  of  American 
Indians  who,  because  of  generations  of  intermarriage  with  whites  or 
members  of  other  tribes,  legally  are  no  longer  Indians  --  even  though, 
in  a few  cases,  they  have  100  percent  Indian  blood. 

Their  exclusion  from  tribal  rolls  means  they  cannot  use  the  free  Indian 
Health  Service.  College  scholarships  earmarked  for  Indians  are  closed  to 
them.  They  cannot  vote  in  tribal  elections,  even  though  they  might  have 
spent  their  entire  lives  on  reservations . If  their  tribe  profits  from 
gambling,  the  revenues  are  off-limits  to  them. 

Perhaps  worst  of  all,  in  a culture  that  prizes  family  ties  above 
material  wealth,  is  the  sense  of  being  discarded  by  their  own  people. 

"It's  a sad  situation.  The  little  kids  play  together,  but  they'll  hear 
their  parents  talking,  saying  who  is  Blackfeet  and  who  is  not,"  said 
Sinclair,  who  works  in  the  Blackfeet  tribe's  enrollment  office  and  deals 
with  the  issue  daily.  "You'd  like  everybody  to  be  treated  equal,  but 
they're  not.  It's  chaos." 

The  situation  dates  to  the  turn  of  the  century,  when  the  Indian  Wars 
ended  and  the  tribes  were  herded  onto  reservations . The  Blackfeet  are 
among  four  tribes  assigned  to  the  windswept  region  of  northern  Montana 
known  as  the  Highline. 

The  Blackfeet  reservation  is  the  westernmost,  hard  up  against  the 
imposing  limestone  spires  of  Glacier  National  Park.  As  desolate  as  the 
land  is,  whites  still  wanted  it,  and  many  maneuvered  their  way  onto 
tribal  rolls  as  a way  of  ensuring  property  for  themselves. 

"So,  from  the  start,"  Sinclair  said,  "there  was  some  confusion." 

The  tribe  sought  to  end  that  confusion  in  1935,  the  year  of  the  federal 
Indian  Reorganization  Act,  by  declaring  anyone  already  on  the  rolls  to 
be  a Blackfeet.  After  1935,  the  Blackfeet,  like  the  554  other  federally 
recognized  tribes  in  the  United  States,  set  their  own  qualifications. 


No  central  listing 


Because  of  that,  there  is  no  central  listing  of  Indians,  although  about 
two  million  people  identified  themselves  as  Native  Americans  on  the  last 
census,  said  Ralph  Gonzales,  a Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  spokesman. 

Members  of  those  tribes  benefit  from  about  $1.5  billion  in  federal 
spending  each  year,  an  amount  that  provides  everything  from 
reservation-road  maintenance  to  the  free  health  service.  A lot  of  people 
try  to  register  as  Indians  to  take  advantage  of  those  benefits,  said 
Dolores  Magee,  who  heads  the  Blackfeet  enrollment  office. 

"People  think  that  you  get  a free  ride  if  you're  an  Indian,"  Magee  said. 
"There  are  a lot  of  wannabes  who  try  to  register  for  educational 
[ scholarship  ] purposes." 

The  wannabes  are  mistaken  on  two  counts.  First,  few  Indians  are  getting 
rich  on  federal  money,  Gonzales  said.  As  a group,  Indians  are  the 
poorest  people  in  the  nation,  with  a 49  percent  unemployment  rate. 

Nearly  three-quarters  of  adults  identifying  themselves  as  Indians  earn 
less  than  $9,048  a year. 

Second,  it  is  up  to  each  tribe  to  determine  how  to  distribute  its 
federal  funds.  The  Blackfeet,  for  instance,  do  not  guarantee  college 
scholarships  to  every  young  person  who  wants  to  go. 


Until  1962,  individuals  proved  they  were  Blackfeet  by  tracing  their 
ancestry  to  the  1935  membership  roll.  But  then  the  tribe  voted  to  change 
its  requirements . Now  its  members  must  be  at  least  one-fourth  Blackfeet. 


A ' descendancy ' form 


Anyone,  regardless  of  the  blood-quantum  requirement,  who  was  on  the 
membership  rolls  before  1962  stayed  on.  Those,  such  as  Sinclair's 
children,  born  after  1962  who  did  not  meet  the  requirement  could  fill 
out  a "descendancy"  form,  allowing  them  to  apply  for  some  benefits, 

Magee  said. 

"But  it  made  them  feel  kind  of  deprived,"  she  said.  "You  have  so  many 
people  who  live  on  the  reservations  who  look  like  Indians  and  think  like 
Indians  but,  technically,  they  aren't." 

Several  tribes  have  similar  blood-quantum  requirements,  something  that 
could  pose  problems  after  a few  more  generations  of  intermarriage,  said 
lames  Mills,  of  DCI  Training  in  Hanover,  N.H.,  who  runs 
tribal-enrollment  workshops. 

"It  is  becoming  a major  problem,"  he  said.  "Some  tribes  who  have  a 
restrictive  blood-quantum  requirement,  such  as  one-fourth  or  one-half, 
are  recognizing  that,  over  time,  they're  going  to  be  eliminating  a lot 
of  potential  members. 

"Tribes  with  a higher  blood-quantum  [ requirement  ] fear  that  too  much 
dissolution  of  blood  means  a loss  of  tribal  cultural  values,  while  the 
more  inclusive  tribes  will  feel  just  the  opposite,"  he  said. 

The  Oklahoma  Cherokee,  for  instance,  have  no  blood  requirements.  Each  of 
the  tribe's  188,000  members  must  be  able  to  trace  his  or  her  ancestry  to 
rolls  established  around  the  turn  of  the  century,  when  the  tribe  was 
forced  out  of  North  Carolina  and  onto  the  Oklahoma  reservation.  Still, 
the  tribe  rejects  about  a third  of  those  who  apply  for  membership, 
certification  clerk  Darlene  Pritchett  said. 

Connecticut's  Mashantucket  Pequot  turn  away  even  more.  A tiny  tribe, 
numbering  522  people,  it  could  increase  its  membership  exponentially  if 
it  were  to  accept  everyone  who  applied. 

The  Pequots  run  the  Foxwoods  Resort,  the  most  profitable  casino  in  the 
country,  and  each  Pequot  reaps  a portion  of  the  profits,  based  on  his  or 
her  contribution  to  the  tribe. 

Tribal  spokesman  Byron  Quann  said  no  records  are  kept  on  how  many  people 
apply  for  membership  and  are  turned  away. 

"But  there  are  lots  of  anecdotes  about  people  calling  up  and  claiming 
membership  and  not  even  being  able  to  pronounce  the  name  of  the  tribe," 
he  said. 

Those  calls  are  sure  to  increase  now  that  the  Pequots  have  dropped  their 
blood-quantum  requirement. 

"Now,  [ membership  ] is  just  a matter  of  tracing  your  tribal  heritage," 
Quann  said.  "Otherwise,  there  was  a mathematical  certainty  that  we  would 
go  into  extinction." 

Money  is  not  the  issue  for  those  seeking  Blackfeet  membership.  Most  of 
those  seeking  to  enroll  cite  the  importance  of  heritage. 

Last  month,  Sinclair  punched  numbers  into  a calculator  while  a woman  and 
her  young  grandson  watched  anxiously.  Black  Crow,  a Blackfeet  who 
married  a Gros  Ventre,  was  eager  to  enroll  her  6-year-old  grandson, 

Kyle. 

"It's  his  heritage,  his  culture,"  she  said.  "Now  [ without  membership  ] 

, he  feels  left  out,  as  young  as  he  is." 

She  figured  that,  even  with  his  white  blood,  Kyle  had  enough  Gros 
Ventre,  Blackfeet  and  Rocky  Boys  blood  to  qualify  for  tribal  membership. 
Black  Crow,  the  last  enrolled  Blackfeet  in  her  family,  was  hoping  to 
enroll  him  as  a Blackfeet,  too. 

She  figured  wrong.  Sinclair  ran  the  numbers  again  and  again.  Finally, 
she  sighed. 

"He's  one-sixteenth  short  of  being  [ the  required  ] one-fourth,"  she 
said . 

She  looked  at  Kyle,  as  the  boy  pressed  close  to  his  grandmother,  and 
sighed  again. 


"This/'  she  said,  "is  what  makes  us  cry." 

"RE : Boycotting  WalMart"  

Date:  97-10-22  15:24:35  EDT 
From:  AIMAZ 

Sub j : Boycotting  WalMart:  WalMart  Signs  Deal  with  Banks 

<><><><><><><>NASC  NEWS< ><><>< ><><><> 

I believe  it's  time  to  pull  our  savings  out  of  the  banks  listed.  We  can't 
boycott  WalMart  and  support  them  through  our  banks  at  the  same  time. 

In  Struggle, 

Andy 

If  you  bank  at  one  of  the  banks  listed  below,  you  are  supporting 
Walmart 


Monday  October  20  11:58  AM  EDT 
Company  Press  Release 

Wal-Mart  Signs  Record  Deal  with  Minority-Owned  Banks 

BENTONVILLE,  Ark.,  Oct.  20  /PRNewswire/  --  Wal-Mart  Stores,  Inc.  (NYSE :WMT) , 
has  entered  into  a revolving  line  of  credit  agreement  that  makes  the  retailer 
a major  customer  of  38  minority-owned  banks  in  19  states  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  Gateway  Bank,  the  only  Af rican-American  owned  bank  headquartered  in 
Missouri,  formed  the  consortium  that  created  the  $72.5  million  credit 
facility  for  Wal-Mart,  the  nation's  fourth  largest  corporation  and  the 
nation's  number  one  private  employer. 

"This  is  the  largest  credit  facility  ever  put  together  by  a minority-owned 
bank,''  said  Sharnia  "Tab"  Buford,  Gateway's  president  and  chief  executive 
officer.  "I  want  to  congratulate  Wal-Mart  and  every  bank  in  our  consortium 
for  forming  a partnership  that  strengthens  the  ability  of  minority-owned 
banks  to  invest  in  our  communities." 

"Wal-Mart  is  committed  to  developi 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Nov  5 20:20:07  1997 
Date:  Tue,  4 Nov  1997  20:14:25  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.045 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Triballaw  & Innu-L  lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  NASC  News;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroup:  alt. native;  www.wintercount.org;  www.YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"Brothers,  our  seats  were  once  large,  and  yours  were  small.  You  have 
now  become  a great  people,  and  we  have  scarcely  a place  left  to  spread 
our  blankets.  You  have  got  our  country,  but  you  are  not  satisfied;  you 
want  to  force  your  religion  upon  us." 

Chief  Sa-o-Ye-Wat-Ha  (Red  Jacket),  Seneca 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  j 

I ! 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 
i to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  ! 

j and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
i Choctaw  Confederacies,  \ 

[ as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 

| so  that  my  forefathers  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

My  heart  was  lifted  this  week  by  a letter  from  someone  who  does  walk  as 
strong  as  he  talks.  I have  been  granted  permission  to  share  his  trip  report 
with  you.  Please  take  this  into  your  heart  as  an  example  of  what  can  be 
done,  and  do  not  make  the  terrible  mistake  of  believing  someone  else  will 
do  what  you  fail  to. 


Date:  Sat,  1 Nov  1997  14:22:31  EST 
From:  Pioquark  <Pioquark@aol . com> 

Sub j : Last  trip  to  the  Rez 

Gary, 

Rather  than  send  you  a vague  concept  of  what  I do,  I thought  the 
following  would  be  more  appropriate.  It  is  a summary  of  what,  who,  where 
and  when.  My  17  year  old  daughter  goes  with  me  because  I feel  I must  teach 
her  to  do  what  I do.  One  never  knows  when  they  are  called  to  a greater 
need.  23  Oct  97 

Got  back  about  8PM  last  nite.  This  was  a good  trip  to  say  the  least... 
First  stop  was  at  A1  Dreamer's  soup  kitchen  in  Pine  Ridge  where  we  dropped 
of  about  800  lbs.  dried  and  non  perishable  food  and  a big  bag  of  Garlic 
Loaves.  Fie  and  his  family  treat  us  like  family  and  it  is  in  fact  like 
going  home  each  time  I stop  by  his  place.  His  cook  stove,  which  was  on 
it's  last  leg  (one  burner  worked)  finally  gave  up  and  in  just  a short 
while  I found  a replacement  that  I had  brought  on  the  previous  trip.  Mona 
Waters  who  needed  the  stove  for  an  elder  discovered  that  the  stove  the 
elder  already  had  been  repaired.  She  graciously  said  yes  to  giving  it  to 
Al.  Sometimes  things  just  seem  to  work  out..  It's  nice  to  network 
efficiently.  We  then  headed  for  Rosebud  and  got  to  Parmelee  at  about  8PM 
at  nite  where  we  unloaded  about  three  tons  of  clothing,  construction 
materials,  washers,  dryers,  food,  house  wares,  a stereo  console,  furniture, 
shoes,  carpet,  books,  wood  stove,  counter  tops,  school  supplies,  curtains 
an  atari  game  and  a lot  of  misc.  little  stuff.  George  Guerue  who  is 
starting  a youth  group  and  works  with  the  community  had  quite  a crew  to 
help  unload  into  the  old  community  hall.  It  makes  me  happy  to  see  so  many 
people  pitch  in  as  a community  and  help.  I made  special  effort  to  find 
something  lightweight  for  the  little  kids  to  carry  so  they  would 
understand  that  "every  little  bit  helps"  . When  I jumped  off  the  truck,  or 
should  I say  I crawled  off  the  truck,  I went  in  and  there  must  have  been 
40  people  sorting  and  arranging.  One  girl  about  10-11  years  old  found  a 
dress  she  liked  and  put  it  on  over  her  street  clothes  so  no  one  else  would 

get  it Once  I have  taken  sufficient  resources  to  Parmelee,  everything 

will  be  neatly  hung  on  hangars  and  displayed  so  that  people  won't  have  to 
worry  about  someone  else  getting  it.  George  is  also  starting  a soup 
kitchen  and  some  of  the  dried  foods,  spuds,  and  canned  goods  I left  will 
help  get  that  started.  Some  of  the  food  will  also  go  to  elders  and 
children  who  are  in  the  greatest  in  need  and  what  is  left  will  go  to  the 
youth  group  for  when  they  are  hungry.  I did  find  a case  of  Mac  n Cheese, 
(kids  love  that  stuff)  George  made  a phone  call  for  me  and  then  I recorded 
what  I had  brought.  When  I was  done,  I noticed  a little  girl  was  not 
participating  with  going  through  through  the  goodies  but  was  plinking  on 
the  old  piano  and  for  a six  year  old,  she  was  doing  pretty  good.  I went 
over  and  asked  if  I could  try  it  and  played  a couple  tunes  for  her.  I 
showed  her  a couple  basic  things  and  in  my  mind  hoped  I was  sitting  to  a 
future  concert  pianist.  Music  and  culture  is  yet  another  great  need  for 
the  children.  Many  want  to  learn  but  don't  have  the  means,  (another 
project  for  me)  At  about  this  time  Marian  Wind  Star  showed  up  and  after  a 
quick  huddle  with  George,  invited  us  to  spend  the  nite  at  her  place.  We 
said  our  goodbyes  to  George  and  friends  and  headed  for  Rosebud.  We 
unloaded  about  1800  lbs  of  food  for  her  soup  kitchen,  a microwave,  toaster, 
table,  soap,  personal  care  items,  diapers,  coffee  cups  and  more  misc. 
stuff.  We  then  sat  up  till  2AM  discussing  the  unsurmountable  needs  of 


Rosebud.  She,  like  myself,  pays  for  all  that  she  does  out  of  her  pocket  at 
great  sacrifice.  It's  tough... 

The  next  morning  we  followed  her  to  St.  Francis  where  I unloaded  the 
remaining  thousand  lbs.  of  stuff  at  the  Elder  residence.  They  got  a Stereo 
AM/FM  Record  Player,  clothes,  books  and  misc.  stuff.  The  fifteen  residents 
need  a lot  of  stuff  for  their  rooms.  They  have  to  make  their  own  meals, 
and  need  games,  curtains,  radios,  a TV,  shower  curtains,  dish  wares,  pots  n 
pans,  coffee  cups,  personal  care  items  paint,  lamps.  If  anyone  wants  to 
send  anything  forward  to:  Bill  McCloskey  Box  28,  St.  Francis,  S.D.  57572 
(605-747-2495  Call  him!!! 

We  then  departed  back  to  Pine  Ridge  for  two  final  deliveries.  When  we 
arrived  at  the  Kyle  Senior  Center  at  Pine  Ridge,  they  had  been  discussing 
whether  my  daughter  and  I would  return  with  some  of  the  stuff  we  said  we 
would  try  to  get  or  just  not  come  back  like  so  many  other  outsiders  have 
done  in  the  past.  This  discussion  was  going  on  as  we  pulled  up....  No  we 
are  not  like  the  others....  We  dropped  off  a wheelchair,  a walker,  a four 
footed  cane,  and  three  shelf  serving  table  with  wheels  and  electrical  hook 
up  for  warming  food.  It  would  break  my  heart  to  let  someone  down.. We  then 
left  for  the  Lakota  Fund  where  I dropped  off  a international  trade  book 
that  may  help  in  getting  Native  American  hand  made  goods  into  the  global 
market.  On  the  way  back  I stopped  at  KILI  Radio  and  made  contact  there.  I 
hope  to  increase  my  service  with  their  help  in  the  future....  The 
numbers:  1,046  miles  driven 

20  hours  driving  time 
7,000  lbs.  plus  delivered 
$135.76  fuel  costs. 

no  meals  or  other  fringe  bennies  purchased. 

We  left  home  at  five  in  the  morning  and  got  back  at  8PM  the  next  day.  I 
slept  for  12  hours  and  my  daughter  slept  for  14  hours.  Winter  storms  and 
weather  will  most  likely  double  the  time  and  costs.  I will  update  you 
after  our  next  trip  Clay  Watson  Pioneer  Ind.  1100  E.  24th  St.  Cheyenne, 
Wy.  82001  (307)778-7860  pioquark@aol.com 


I am  asking  readers  of  this  newsletter  to  continue  to  respond  as  a 
caring  community,  not  as  the  apathetic,  uncaring  empty  beings  the  dominant 
society  so  often  is.  We  do  not  warehouse  our  elders.  Our  ancestors  taught 
us  that  every  single  member  of  our  community  is  too  valuable  to  forsake. 

We  do  not  shoot  our  wounded. 

The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

David  Swallow  or  Gerald  Ice 
% Gerald  ice 
P.O.  Box  199 
Wounded  Knee,  SD  57794 

Or.  . . 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.O.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 


Rapid  City,  SD  57701 


From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Flilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. TH0MAS_3 +@A L BANY . VA . GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow, 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Date:  Fri,  31  Oct  1997  05:54:36  -0800 
From:  David  Yohn  <Ableza@ableza.org> 

Sub j : Sad  passing 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 

I am  saddened  to  inform  any  who  may  have  known  3ohn  Abalone  Walsh  that 
he  passed  on  October  28  after  a long  fight  with  cancer.  Abalone  was  an 
activist  for  Native  rights,  beginning  at  Wounded  Knee  and  lasting  until 
his  death  working  for  Big  Mountain.  He  was  husband  to  Pat  Whitehorse 
and  father  to  five  children.  His  loss  will  be  felt  by  many. 

* Ableza,  a Native  American  Arts  and  Film  Institute  * 

* 1279  Mildred  Ave.  * 

* San  lose,  CA  95125  * 

* David&Diane@ableza .org  http://www.ableza.org  * 


++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 

In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

11.16.1974  Delphine  Crow  Dog  - sister  of  AIM  spiritual  leader 

Leonard  Crow  Dog.  Beaten  by  BIA  police  and  left  lying 
in  a field.  Died  from  "exposure." 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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RE:  America's  Political  Prisoner 


Date:  Fri,  24  Oct  1997  09:19:41  -0400 
From:  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : NASC  NEWS:  LEONARD  PELTIER 

OOOOOOONASC  NEWS  MAI LING< ><><><  ><><><> 

Sub j : America's  Political  Prisoner  - Leonard  Peltier 
Date:  97-10-23  19:48:11  EDT 
From:  TsalagiWmn 

Leonard  Peltier  was  charged  along  with  three  other  men  in  the  1975 
slayings  of  two  FBI  agents  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota. 
Two  of  the  men.  Dean  Butler  and  Bob  Robideou,  were  acquitted  of  these 
charges.  Dimmy  Eagle,  the  fourth  man  arrested,  was  released  even  though  he 
admitted  that  he  was  involved  in  the  shootings.  The  prosecutor  stated 
this  was  done  so  the  "full  prosecutive  weight  of  the  Federal  Government 
could  be  directed  against  Leonard  Peltier." 

The  FBI,  BIA  (Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs)  and  a good  portion  of  the  rest 
of  the  alphabet,  wanted  Peltier  because  they  believed  he  was  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  American  Indian  Movement.  ("They  couldn't  even  get  this 
right... he  was  not  a leader ...  just  a member"  Clyde  Bellecourt)  Because  of 
the  activities  of  AIM  to  educate  and  elicit  support  of  the  public  for 
Indian  people,  the  FBI  placed  AIM  and  its  members  at  the  top  of  its  list 
of  key  extremists. 

Butler  and  Robideau  were  acquitted  of  these  charges  because  they  were 
allowed  to  bring  in  witnesses  and  other  proof  that  showed  that  the 
prosecution's  "eye-witnesses"  and  the  FBI  agents  were  lying.  They  were 
also  able  to  show  that  certain  evidence  and  much  of  the  rest  of  the 
testimony  was  questionable,  at  best.  They  were  able  to  show  that  many  of 
the  prosecution  witnesses  had  been  threatened  (among  other  things)  by  the 
FBI.  One  of  the  witnesses,  Anna  Mae  Aquash,  was  unable  to  testify  because 
she  had  a bullet  in  the  back  of  her  head,  yet,  her  death  was  ruled 
"natural  causes"  by  the  FBI  and  BIA. 


Many  things  were  different  when  it  came  time  for  Peltier's  trial.  He  was 
extradited  from  Canada  on  an  affidavit  given  by  a woman  who  was  60  miles 
away  from  where  the  shootings  occurred.  Myrtle  Poor  Bear  gave  4 different 
affidavits .. .the  first  3 were  not  to  the  FBI's  liking... so  they  showed  her 
photos  of  Anna  Mae's  corpse  and  told  her  she  could  end  up  like  that  too. 
She  finally  gave  them  what  they  wanted  with  the  4th  affidavit. 

Peltier  was  allowed  to  use  only  evidence  from  the  day  of  the  shootings 
and  three-fourths  of  that  was  thrown  out.  They  were  not  allowed  to  present 
evidence  on  the  affidavit  by  Myrtle  Poor  Bear,  the  violence  on  Pine  Ridge, 
the  extensive  persecution  of  AIM  by  the  FBI,  the  verdict  or  the  testimony 
from  the  Butler-Robideau  trial.  Basically,  this  meant  that  if  someone 
took  the  stand  and  told  a different  story  than  they  had  during  a 
deposition  or  during  the  Butler-Robideou  trial,  there  was  nothing  the 
defense  could  do. 

There  were  many  other  things  that  were  very  strange  about  this  case. 

The  rifle  supposedly  used  by  Peltier  in  the  shootings  was  found  on  a 
Kansas  Turnpike  in  extremely  bad  condition  (there  were  reports  that  the 
gun  was  unfirable);  casings  found  on  the  scene  were  not  seen  by  five  FBI 
agents  and  not  mentioned  in  reports  done  by  Agent  Cunningham,  who  was  head 
of  the  FBI  firearms  division  and  who  inspected  the  sight  personally,  yet 
these  casings  were  used  as  "evidence";  two  ballistics  reports  (one  says 
the  casing  came  from  the  rifle,  the  other  says  the  firing  pin  could  not 
be  fired  and  that  it  was  "highly  unlikely"  that  the  casing  was  from  that 
particular  gun)  from  the  same  man  only  a few  months  apart;  agents 
involved  in  the  case  have  stepped  forward  and  admitted  that  most  of  the 
evidence  in  the  case  was  manufactured. 

They  have  admitted  that  witnesses  were  intimidated  and  threatened.  In 
a November  1992  interview  on  national  television,  Lynn  Crook,  the 
prosecutor  in  the  Peltier  case,  admitted  that  they  had  no  idea  who  killed 
the  agents. 

There  have  been  many  documents,  teletypes  and  statements  that  have  come 
into  light  since  Peltier's  conviction  in  1977.  There  are  stacks  of 
evidence  that  should,  at  the  very  least,  have  afforded  him  a new  trial. 
That  has  not  happened.  He  has  been  denied  parole,  and  at  his  last  parole 
hearing  he  was  denied  even  though  the  parole  officer  assigned  to  the  case 
recommended  parole.  That  parole  officer  has  since  lost  his  job. 

Leonard  Peltier  is  considered  by  many  to  be  a political  prisoner  just 
like  Nelson  Mandela  and  Andrei  Sakharov  were.  He  has  the  backing  of 
nearly  50  million  people  worldwide  including  55  members  of  the  U.S. 
Congress,  50  members  of  the  Canadian  Parliament,  48  members  of  the 
Netherlands  parliament,  312  French  municipalities  and  communities,  165 
presidents  of  tribal  councils  in  the  United  States,  U.S.  Senators  Daniel 
Inouye  and  Paul  Wellstone,  former  Appellant  Court  Dudge  Gerald  Heaney, 
former  U.S.  Attorney  General  Ramsey  Clark,  Nobel  Peace  Prize  winners 
Rigoberta  Menchu  Turn,  Nelson  Mandella  and  Desmond  Tutu  and  Amnesty 
International . 

People  world  wide  recognize  Leonard  Peltier's  name ...  except  for  most  in 
this  country.  United  State  citizens  know  Nelson  Mandella  and  know  that  he 
was  a political  prisoner .. .yet,  they  do  not  recognize  the  name  of  a man 
being  held  right  in  their  own  back  yard. 

With  all  of  this  support,  why  does  the  U.S.  Government  refuse  to  agree, 
at  the  very  least,  to  a new  trial?  Doesn't  that  sound  a little  strange? 
What  are  they  trying  to  hide?  Could  it  be  that  this  "great  honest  and 
fair"  government  isn't  quite  what  they  want  the  world  to  believe  they  are? 
Is  it  possible  that  racism  is  flowing  through  the  veins  of  our  "great 
leaders?" 

The  outcry  over  the  verdict  in  the  Simpson  trial  was  heard  worldwide. 

Why  is  there  no  outcry  over  this  verdict?  Why  is  a man  allowed  to  rot  in 
prison  while  the  government  sweeps  its  illegal  and  racist  actions  under 
the  rug? 

How  much  longer  are  we  going  to  allow  our  country  to  be  represented  by 
people  who  will  stoop  to  force,  threats,  lies  and  murder  to  get  what  they 
want? 

(copyrighted  1996.  Editorial  article  done  by  Tina  Holder  in  the  Arizona 
State  Press ) FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER  --  RALLY  FOR  CLEMENCY 


Sunday  Nov.  16,  1997 
2-6  p.m. 

Mission  High  School 

3750  18th  St.,  at  Dolores  St. 

San  Francisco,  Ca. 

This  rally  is  co-sponsored  by: 

National  People's  Campaign 
American  Indian  Movement 
Bring  Peltier  Home  Campaign 

The  case  of  Leonard  Peltier  is  an  outstanding  case  of  human  rights 
violation  by  the  U.S.  government.  Hailed  for  21  years,  more  than  50 
million  people  from  around  the  world  have  petitioned  for  his  release. 

Even  the  U.S.  prosecutor  declared  there  is  no  convincing  evidence  against 
Peltier  in  the  1975  killing  of  FBI  agents  during  a raid  on  the  Pine  Ridge, 
South  Dakota  reservation.  He  is  the  victim  of  a well  documented  FBI 
frame-up . 

Leonard  Peltier  remains  a political  prisoner  for  being  a Native  American 
activist  and  fighter.  There  is  a worldwide  effort  to  win  his  freedom. 

Leonard  has  repeatedly  been  denied  appeals,  retrials,  and  parole.  With 
all  appeals  exhausted,  this  campaign  calls  upon  President  Clinton  to  grant 
executive  clemency.  We  cannot  count  on  the  "justice"  system  for  his 
freedom,  but  rather  the  power  of  a people's  movement!  This  is  the  power 
that  has  won  a stay  of  execution  for  Mumia  Abu-Hamal,  and  the  freedom  of 
Geronimo  Hi  Haga. 

Featured  speakers  include: 

Ramsey  Clark  --  Lead  Defense  Attorney 
Dennis  Banks  --  American  Indian  Movement 

Bear  Lincoln  --  Recently  Acquitted  Native  American  Political  Prisoner 
Cora  Lee  Simmons  --  Round  Valley  Indians  for  Hustice 
Gloria  La  Riva  --  National  People's  Campaign 
and  others 

Volunteers  and  Donations  are  needed. 

If  you  wish  to  involved  with  this  Free  Leonard  Peltier  Rally,  list  yourself 
or  organization  as  an  endorser,  volunteer  or  make  a donation,  please  contact 
NPC 

2489  Mission  #28 
San  Francisco,  Ca  94110 
tel:  (415)  821-6545 
fax:  (415)  821-5782 
email:  npcsf@igc.org 

This  rally  is  endorsed  by  the  following: 

Nat'l  Lawyers  Guild;  SEIU  Local  535;  NALC  Branch  214;  Mario  Obledo,  forme 
California  Secretary  of  Health  and  Human  Services;  NW  Leonard  Peltier 
Support  Network;  California  Coalition  for  Women  Prisoners;  HIV  & AIDS  in 
Prison  Project;  California  Prison  Focus;  Arnoldo  Garcia,  Urban  Habitat 
Program;  Nuremberg  Actions  Education  Fund;  Santa  Cruz  Peace  & Freedom 
Party;  Legal  Services  for  Prisoners  with  Children;  Ann  Weller,  Open  Circle 
Distributors;  Cascadia  Forest  Alliance,  Portland,  OR;  Speak  Out;  N. 
California  Committees  of  Correspondence;  Workers  World  Party. 

<A  HREF= "http: //www. yvwiiusdinvnohii . net /special/ pa role . htm"> Leonard  Peltier 
AIM  Call  for  email  letters  to  parole  commission</A> 

<A  HREF= "gopher : //minerva . acc . Virginia .edu/00/pubs/InsideUVa/93 -07- 16/8" > 
Leonard  Peltier:  FBI  Misconduct</A> 

<A  HREF="http : //www. unicorn . net /pelt ier/fbi . ht ml "> Leonard  Peltier : 

FBI  Files</A> 

<A  HREF=" http: //www. yvwiiusdinvnohii .net/special/lpmusic. htm"> 

Leonard  Peltier:  New  Music  C.D.  Compilation  Release</A> 

<A  HREF=" http: //www. yvwiiusdinvnohii .net/special/lpspirit.htm"> 

Songs  For  Leonard  Peltier</A> 

<A  HREF="http: //mercury . sfsu.edu/~cypher/genocide . html">GENOCIDE</A> 

<A  HREF="http: //www. yvwiiusdinvnohii . net /special/ blood lpd . htm">URGENT- 
Peltier's  Health</A> 

<A  HREF="http://members.aol.com/AIMAZ/home.html">Peltier:  AIMAZ's  Home 
Page  2</A> 

<A  HREF=" http: //www. yvwiiusdinvnohii . net/lpeltier . ht ml "> Leonard  Peltier 


Infonmation</A> 

<A  HREF= "http: //www. yvwiiusdinvnohii .net/ anticles/peltstny . htm" >Peltier ' s 
Early  Years</A> 

"RE ; Peltier  Lobby"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Oct  1997  09:34:22  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Peltier  Lobby  TOLL  FREE  followup  calls  needed  (fwd) 

Forwarded  message: 

From:  bear@epix.net 

To:  Multiple  recipients  of  list  <triballaw@thecity. sfsu .edu> 

Subject:  Peltier  Lobby  TOLL  FREE  followup  calls  needed 

Sago! 

When  I was  in  DC  this  past  Tues/Wednesday,  we  distributed  info  to  all 
Senate  and  Congressional  offices,  and  the  task  we  requested  of  them  was 
to  review  the  info,  and  would  they  write  to  support  clemency, 
commutation,  and/or  judicial  hearings  as  soon  as  possible.  As  I 
understand  it,  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  is  rumored  to  be 
thinking  of  asking  for  Judicial  hearings.  The  Senate  Judicial  Committee, 
who  would  have  the  authority  to  approve  and  schedule,  or  disapprove  the 
request,  is  rumored  to  be  willing  to  schedule  hearings  "sometime  next 
session".  Next  session  could  be  anytime  next  year.  And  per  some 
Congressional  staffers  I spoke  with,  if  the  Senate  heard  enough 
Congressional  interest,  that  could  help  push  the  request  and  approval 
sooner.  Also  per  some  of  those  staffers,  regardless  of  how  much  email 
the  President  gets,  if  the  other  politicians  don't  hear  from  their  own 
constituents  (and  they're  NOT  hearing  enough),  they  don't  recognize  the 
issue  as  important,  so  don't  voice  the  kind  of  support  Clinton  would  need 
to  hear  to  take  action. 

So,  the  followup  calls  are  needed  to  your  Congresspersons  and  Senators; 
and  to  make  it  really  easy,  something  for  our  taxes  finally,  a toll  free 
number  to  the  Capitol  Switchboard: 

1-888-723-5246 

Ask  for  the  Congressperson  or  Senator  of  your  choice  (then  do  it  again, 
and  again,  and  again...)  If  you  want  to  follow  up  your  call  with  a fax, 
(which  usually  costs  LESS  than  a stamp)  ask  the  receptionist  or  the 
staffer  for  the  correct  fax  number. 

A few  congress  persons  are  listed  below,  those  of  the  offices  I myself 
visited.  The  second  name  is  the  contact  person  who  received  the  info  I 
delivered,  indicates  those  I got  an  actual  meeting  with  (saves  you 
asking  the  receptionist  for  the  contact  person,  ask  directly  for  the 
staffer  named  here...)  For  those  not  listed,  you'll  have  to  ask  the 
receptionist,  I didn't  get  a list  from  the  rest  of  the  group  that  turned 
out  to  lobby. 

PA  Congressman  McDade,  Sr.  Legislative  Assistant  = John  Ormasa 
PA  Senator  Santorum,  Leg.  Asst  = Dave  Hall*  (appeared  sincerely 
interested  in  the  info,  promised  to  look  into  it  and  follow  up...) 

PA  Senator  Spector,  Exec.  Assist  = Skip  Maupau 

NJ  Congressman  Chris  Smith,  Leg  Assist  = Jerome  Bishop*  (Chris  was  an  old 
friend  of  mine,  but  maybe  since  I've  moved  out  of  N3,  perhaps 
he  thinks  my  concerns  are  not  something  he  needs  to  answer?  If  he's 
your  congressman,  let  him  hear  from  you!) 

NY  Congressman  James  Walsh,  Admin  Assist  = Art  Jutton* 

NY  Congressman  John  LaFalce,  Michelle  Radecki* 

OH  Congressman  Ralph  Regula,  Leg.  Counsel  = Karen  Buttaro 
OH  Congresswoman  Marcy  Kaptur,  Sr.  Leg.  Assist  = George  Wilson*  (seemed 
bored.  Needs  to  hear  a wake  up  call  from  own  constituents,  okay?) 

OH  Congressman  Stokes,  Paul  Chatalas*  (was  news  to  him,  and  just  taking 
over  for  someone  else,  needs  help  getting  up  to  speed.  Met  another 


staffer  from  same  office  in  the  hall,  who  wanted  his  own  copy  of  our 
info  handouts  and  sounded  supportive) 

CA  Congressman  Robert  T.  Matsui,  Leg.  Correspondent  = Howard  Moon 
CA  Congressman  George  Brown,  Leg.  Assist  = Dana  DuBose 

OK  Congressman  Wes  Watkins,  Leg.  Dir.  = K.  Scott  Raab 

MN  Congressman  lames  Oberstar,  Leg.  Dir  = Chip  Gardiner,  Dr*  (said  Mr. 
Oberstar  is  on  traffic  subcommittee,  therefore  not  directly 
involved.  So  what?  If  he's  YOUR  congressperson,  at  your  request 
it's  his  job  to  get  involved...) 

MN  Congressman  Bruce  Vento,  Ilka  Couto 

IN  Congressman  Pete  Visclosky,  Leg.  Come.  = Don  Ablett 

WV  Congressman  Nich  Rahall  II,  Craig  Clapper 

WV  Congressman  Robert  Wise  Dr,  Leg.  Assist  = (mr)  Casey  De  Shong 

For  those  who  need  a calling  script,  try  something  along  these  lines: 

You  received  info  last  week  regarding  Leonard  Peltier,  could  you  tell  me 
who  the  staff  person  is  who  that  would  have  been  given  to?  (Get  the  name. 
If  they  don't  know,  get  a name  of  who  might  handle  human  rights  or 
judiciary  issues.  One  way  or  another,  get  a staff  person  name,  so  you 
have  a contact  to  refer  to  now  and/or  in  future  calls) 

May  I speak  to  that  person  please?  (If  they  aren't  available  now,  try 
again  till  you  catch  them  or  ask  for  someone  else  so  you  get  a live 
contact  beyond  the  receptionist.  Make  some  ONE  accountable  to  you, 
especially  if  you  are  their  "constituent".) 

I'd  like  (name  the  Congressperson/Senator)  to 

write  a letter  of  support  for  commutation  of  Leonard's  sentence,  or  at 
least  hearings  EARLY  in  the  next  session,  could  you  send  me  a copy  of 
that  letter?  (If  they  hedge,  tell  'em  why  you  want  it  done  now,  and  ask 
why  they  won't  support.) 

Get  the  results  of  your  call  back  to  LPDC  so  they  can  follow  up  on  your 
followup:  either  looking  for  the  letter  that  was  promised  to  you,  or 
answering  their  questions  or  overcoming  their  objections...  We  need  to 
push,  and  keep  pushing,  in  an  organized  way.  We  got  the  info  to  their 
offices,  please  let  them  hear  enough  voices  to  know  it's  important! 

Thanks  for  your  help... 

>>>>>>>get  involved-learn  the  truth-spread  the  truth<<<<<<< 

>>>>3USTICE  FOR  PELTIER-http://www. unicorn. net/peltier/<<<< 

>>>>>>>http : //www.dickshovel . com/ Aim. Pine . ht ml <<<<<<<<< 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Buffalo  Hunt  In  Wyoming"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Oct  1997  14:36:29  -0500 

From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Buffalo  Hunt  In  Wyoming 

UUCP  email 

A Buffalo  Hunt  In  Wyoming  - Wyoming  Game  and  Fish 

Commission  Approves  Unanimously  A Hunting  Season  for  lackson  Herd. 


Hunters  in  Wyoming  will  be  aiming  their  guns  at  wild  buffalo  after 
Wyoming's  Fish  and  Game  Dept,  approved  the  hunt  for  this  year.  The  reason 
they  cite  is  population  control.  The  lackson  herd  numbers  about  350  wild 
buffalo.  Ironically,  the  number  of  buffalo  the  land  can  sustain  (according 
to  human  beings'  science)  was  recently  increased  to  450.  Ask  yourself,  why 
are  they  hunting  these  buffalo?  Commission  member  Tracy  Hunt  of  Newcastle 
wondered  why  the  commission  was  concerned  about  fair  chase  with  a game 
animal  that  holds  its  ground.  " It's  sort  of  like  shooting  the  old  milk 
cow,"  he  said.  "They  stand  there  and  ignore  you.  What  the  hell  do  you  do 
to  imbue  fair  chase  to  an  animal  that  doesn't  run?" 

Let  Wyoming  know  that  you  want  the  buffalo  reintroduced  to  reservations 
and  public  lands  verse  elitists  trophy  hunter's  wall  mounts. 

Please  contact  : Wyoming  Game  and  Fish  Department,  Wildlife  Division, 

ATTN:  Regulations,  3030  Energy  Lane,  Suite  100,  Casper,  WY  82604  and 
voice  your  outrage. 

Buffalo  Nations  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  new  warriors  who  have 
recently  pledged  their  presents  here  this  winter.  Traditional  Natives, 
outfitters,  farmers,  ranchers,  locals,  college  students,  front  line 
activists  from  around  the  world  and,  yes,  even  the  Indigo  Girls. 

One  person  from  Rome,  Ga.,  is  having  the  local  media  do  a story  about  him 
coming  out  here  and  why.  The  local  media  is  already  planning  to  do  another 
story  upon  his  return.  So  don't  forget  to  bug  your  local  media  before  you 
come  out. 

Anyone  wishing  to  also  get  food  and  gear  donations  in  their  local 
communities  please  send  us  your  mailing  address.  We  can  then  send  you  our 
newsletters  and  donation  request  letter.  Help  open  your  communities 
awareness  and  hearts  toward  the  buffalo. 

Buffalo  Nations  would  also  like  to  thank  the  20  hard  working  University  of 
Montana's  student  group(  Environmental  Action  Community)  members  for  all  of 
their  hard  work  this  past  weekend.  Everyday  we  have  a fire,  we  will  be 
thinking  of  you  all. 

The  main  items  the  campaign  is  lacking  are  video  cameras  and  35mm  cameras 
(still  cameras).  Due  to  the  extreme  cold  weather  out  here,  batteries  have 
little  to  no  life  span,  so  please  send  extra  if  you  can.  If  anyone  would 
care  to  donate,  please  send  them  to  our  West  Yellowstone  address. 

It  takes  all  of  us  to  make  change  occur  and  judging  from  all  of  the 
support  the  buffalo  have  received,  a change  will  come  this  winter. 

For  the  Buffalo, 

Michael  S.  Mease 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 

"RE : Kahnawake  Women's  Council"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Oct  1997  11:23:15  -0500 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : URGENT** *URGENT***URG ENT 

UUCP  email 

Kahnawake  Women's  Council 

Position  Concerning  the  Archer  Daniels  Midland  Grain  Storage  Facility  in 
Kahnawake 

As  women  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  and  as  progenitors  of  future  generations  of 
the  Haudenosaunee,  it  is  our  duty  and  responsibility  to  ensure  that  the 
lands  are  secured  for  future  generations.  As  our  women  dance  the  Women's 
Dance,  we  are  constantly  reminded  of  our  connection  to  the  land  as  our  feet 
quietly  shuffle  across  the  earth.  As  Onkwehonwe,  we  are  told  through  oral 
tradition  that  the  reasons  we  are  placed  here  on  this  earth  is  to  be 
caretakers  of  the  land.  We  are  again  reminded  of  this  in  the  Ohenton 
Karihwentekwa,  the  opening  Thanksgiving  Address  to  the  Natural  World,  and 


in  the  ceremonies  that  follow  the  natural  cycle  of  seasons. 

Contrary  to  popular  rhetoric,  that  there  is  a portion  of  the  community  of 
Kahnawake  that  is  against  any  economic  development,  the  Women  of  the 
Longhouse  in  1989  adopted  certain  principles  for  economic  planning,  which 
are  as  follows: 

Future  Generations  Come  First 

Whereas  there  are  many  pressing  issues  of  an  economic  nature  that  face  the 
Kanienkehaka,  short-term  solutions  are  not  enough.  The  People  have  the 
immediate  responsibility  of  preserving  what  there  is  today.  When  they  seek 
opportunities  and  resources,  they  do  so  for  the  future. 

The  agreement  signed  with  Archer  Daniels  Midland  is  for  fifty  years,  our 
future  generations  will  be  left  with  serious  environmental  and  health 
consequences  as  a result  of  this  decision.  We  must  take  into  consideration 
the  concerns  of  our  youth  today  and  listen  to  them,  they  are  the  ones  who 
will  still  be  here  in  fifty  years. 

Planning  for  Sovereignty 

The  Kanienkehaka  are  building  a nation.  In  order  to  function  as  such, 
they  must  attain  substantive  economic  independence.  They  must  plan  for  and 
acquire  resources  that  will  sustain  their  people  in  this  endeavor. 

Leasing  our  land  is  not  sovereignty.  Mohawk  sovereignty  includes  the 
development  of  an  economic  plan  based  on  certain  principles  which  encompass 
who  we  are  as  Onkwehonwe  People.  In  providing  this  land  base  adjacent  to 
the  Kahnawake  Survival  School,  we  are  promoting  the  wealth  of 
multi-national  companies  at  the  expense  of  our  health  and  future 
generations.  This  is  a high  price  to  pay. 

Environmental  Conservation 

The  People  know  the  value  of  their  land.  Only  those  initiatives  that  will 
preserve  or  enhance  the  environment  will  be  acceptable  to  them. 

The  Archer  Daniels  Midland  project  completely  violates  this  principle. 

No  Drugs  - No  Alcohol 

The  Kanienkehaka  also  know  the  worth  of  each  person  amongst  them.  The 
abuse  of  drugs  and  alcohol  by  any  member  weakens  the  community  as  a whole. 

No  initiative  based  on  addictive  substances  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
People. 

This  principle  would  ensure  a better  future  for  our  Nation. 

Balancing  Individual  Rights  with  Those  of  Collective 

Each  member  of  the  community  is  to  be  respected  for  what  he  or  she 
contributes  to  it,  so  the  opinions  and  rights  of  the  individual  are  very 
important.  Progress  towards  an  economic  plan  for  Kahnawake  must  be  made  by 
consensus.  Flowever,  no  individual  can  come  before  the  community  as  a 
whole.  Dissenting  opinions  are  of  value  when  they  contribute  alternatives 
to  flawed  proposals,  but  the  majority  must  rule  in  order  for  the  chosen 
project  to  have  the  support  it  will  need  to  work. 

The  collective  rights  of  the  People  have  been  violated  by  the  Kahnawake 
Mohawk  Band  Council  in  assuming  jurisdiction  and  signing  the  Agreement  in 
Principle  in  April  of  1997.  Contrary  to  the  Band  Council's  insistence  that 
a final  document  has  not  been  signed,  an  agreement  in  principle  means  it  is 
a done  deal.  The  only  document  that  is  left  to  be  signed  is  the  agreement 
concerning  the  final  details  between  Archer  Daniels  Midland  and  the 
Kahnawake  Band  Council. 

The  Importance  of  Cooperative  Enterprise 

The  People  have  made  the  equitable  distribution  of  collective  wealth  a 
fundamental  goal  of  their  economic  planning.  This  leads  to  the  priority 
that  will  be  given  the  consideration  of  cooperative  community  development 
proposals  in  this  exercise. 

In  this  deal  the  collective  wealth  will  be  allotted  to  the  shareholders 
of  Archer  Daniels  Midland  and  the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Band  Council.  This  does 
not  necessarily  mean  the  collective  majority  of  Kahnawakeronon  will 
directly  benefit  from  such  an  agreement.  Up  to  this  point,  there  has  been 


no  report  made  by  the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Band  Council  on  monies  received  from 
Archer  Daniels  Midland  in  preparation  for  this  project.  The  success  of 
cooperative  enterprise  is  based  on  accountability. 

Communications 

For  both  the  children  and  the  nation,  the  Kanienkehaka  must  preserve  their 
language  as  an  expression  of  their  culture  and  values.  In  publicizing  this 
planning  process,  every  effort  will  be  made  to  use  native  names  and  if 
possible,  to  present  materials  in  Mohawk  as  well  as  English. 

This  principle  enhances  the  survival  of  our  culture  through  the  language. 

The  Women's  Council  has  come  to  the  decision  that  based  on  these  Economic 
Development  Principles,  the  Archer  Daniels  Midland  Grain  Storage  Facility 
is  a totally  unacceptable  project.  No  one  has  the  right  to  give  away  our 
land,  therefore  it  must  be  stopped  immediately.  As  caretakers  of  the  land, 
we  are  responding  to  the  threat  of  non-Indian  encroachment  onto  our 
territory  and  we  are  prepared  to  protect  our  land  for  the  future 
generations.  We  invite  all  women  to  support  our  position. 

Passed  and  Sealed:  October  28,  1997 

By  The  Women's  Council,  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory 


Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 
Visit  our  site! 

http: //www. cyberglobe. net/users/mnation 

"RE : Mohawk  Band  Council  Backs  Down  on  ADM"  

Date:  Sat,  1 Nov  1997  12:51:22  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Mohawk  band  council  backs  down  on  ADM 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:- 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  the  following  release  was  sent  to  us  for  distribution. 
Inquiries  should  go  to  <mohawkns@cyberglobe.net>,  not  S.I.S.I.S.] 

MOHAWK  BAND  COUNCIL  BACKS  DOWN:  ADM  MULTINATIONAL  CORPORATION  TOLD  TO 
"GET  OUT  OF  TOWN"  BY  THE  PEOPLE 
Demands  for  Norton's  "impeachment" 

MNN  Mohawk  Nation  News.  31-0ct-97.  Doe  Norton,  band  council  chief, 
signed  a permit  leasing  24  acres  of  waterfront  to  food  giant  Archer 
Daniels  Midland  (ADM)  to  build  a grain-storage  facility  right  next  to  a 
school  and  to  start  the  corporate  occupation  of  Kahnawake  Mohawk 
Territory.  From  the  start  the  people  overwhelmingly  said  "No"  to  Doe 
Norton.  The  staff,  students  and  parents  of  the  Kahnawake  Survival  School 
launched  a community  awareness  project,  convinced  that  ADM  would  pollute 
the  school  with  dust,  pesticides,  invite  hordes  of  rats  and  sea  gull,  as 
well  as  put  them  in  danger  of  explosions  and  dangerous  heavy  truck 
traffic.  They  marched  from  the  school  to  the  band  council  office  and 
presented  chief  Norton  and  the  band  council  with  a petition  against  the 
project  which  they  ignored.  Then  a community  meeting  was  held  where 
every  person  stood  up  and  loudly  said  they  absolutely  did  not  want  the 
ADM  project  in  Kahnawake.  Finally  when  revelations  about  ADM's 
questionable  past,  the  biased  controversial  environmental  report  and 
Norton's  connections  with  shadowy  development  advisors  such  as  Apikan 
Consultants  were  coming  out,  the  band  council  back  down.  On  October 
30th,  in  a band  council  press  release  the  band  council  put  the  project 
"on  hold"  for  now.  In  the  meantime,  they  will  continue  to  try  persuade 
their  "silent  majority"  to  come  forward  and  support  them.  One 
opposition  group  is  still  occupying  the  entrance  to  the  ADM  site  until 
their  trailers,  equipment  and  staff  are  physically  removed. 

ADM  WHEELING  AND  DEALING.  ADM  chose  Kahnawake  because  there  are  no 
federal  and  provincial  environmental,  shipping  and  storage  regulations 
on  the  territory.  ADM  recently  plea  bargained  and  paid  a $100  million 
dollar  fine  in  the  United  States  for  multiple  counts  of  fraud  and  price 
fixing,  which  was  brokered  by  none  other  than  ADM  Director  Brian 


Mulroney,  the  same  man  who  sent  the  Army  into  Kahnawake  in  1990  to 
attack  the  Mohawks.  ADM  also  gave  over  $1  million  to  both  parties  in  the 
1996  U.S.  presidential  campaign  to  keep  their  huge  subsidies  and  tariff 
protections  coming  from  the  U.S.  government  putting  small  farmers  out  of 
business.  The  ADM  environmental  impact  study  reviewed  by  a a 
professional  found  the  section  on  pesticides  "grossly  insufficient" , 
that  the  report  underestimates  the  impact  of  increased  traffic,  noise 
and  dust  on  the  students. 

APIKAN.  The  biased  environmental  report.  ADM's  past  and  the  band 
council's  secrecy  touched  a deep  nerve  in  Kahnawake,  made  worse  by  the 
involvement  of  Pat  Apikan,  a development  consultant  who  acts  as  the 
liaison  between  ADM  and  the  band  council  and  Norton's  "right  hand  man". 
Apikan  Indigenous  Network  has  a troubled  past,  including  involvement  in 
the  development  of  questionable  mining,  agriculture  and  forestry 
projects  in  Latin  America.  Apikan  has  carried  out  work  for  the 
Inter-American  Development  Bank,  a division  of  the  World  Bank,  taking  a 
lead  role  in  opening  up  indigenous  territories  and  economies  to  foreign 
interests.  They  facilitated  the  Highway  Seven  construction  project  in 
Belize,  funded  by  development  donors  in  Kuwait,  Taiwan  and  the  UK.  The 
road  passes  through  Mayan  lands,  rich  in  minerals.  Once  completed,  the 
road  will  serve  as  a vital  artery  to  transport  goods  out  of  the  area  to 
foreign  markets,  as  well  as  allow  the  army  to  enter  into  once  forbidden 
territory.  In  Panama  Apikan  worked  with  the  Canadian  mining  firm  Rio 
Tinto  Zinc  and  Canadian  natives  to  develop  "a  good  working  relationship 
with  indigenous  groups".  Since  the  late  1980s  indigenous  groups  such 
as  the  Ngobes  have  tried  to  stop  the  Panamanian  government  from  giving 
away  their  land  to  foreign  interests.  Their  protests  have  been  met  with 
jail  and  sometimes  death  at  the  hands  of  the  police.  Apikan  proposed  a 
better  working  relationship  since  the  Indigenous  protests  were  "costing 
the  mining  industry  millions  of  dollars". 

WORLD  BANK.  Apikan  has  received  funding  and  praise  from  Indian 
Affairs,  Foreign  Affairs  and  Canadian  International  Development  Agency 
(CIDA) . Apikan 's  project  are  usually  detrimental  to  indigenous  groups, 
opening  their  territory  to  exploitation  by  foreign  multinationals, 
through  expanded  market  power,  roads  and  political  links.  The  World 
Bank  and  foreign  corporations  have  taken  over  native  lands,  removed  or 
killed  indigenous  people  in  order  to  exploit  their  oil,  forests  and 
other  resources.  Apikan  puts  a brown  face  in  those  destructive  projects 
abroad  and  now  in  Kahnawake. 

IMPEACHMENT.  Many  people  in  Kahnawake  are  now  talking  about 
"impeachment"  of  Doe  Norton  and  others  responsible  for  bringing  in  such 
shady  groups  as  ADM  and  Apikan  This  is  not  the  first  time  that  Norton 
tried  to  bring  in  nefarious  economic  initiatives.  In  1994  Norton  tried 
to  bring  in  a shifty  casino  group  from  the  United  States  until  the 
people  voted  in  a referendum  to  stop  him.  Then  his  advisor  was  attacked 
and  had  his  finger  cut  off  by  unknown  persons.  No  police  report  was 
ever  made  and  the  man  moved  from  the  territory.  A year  ago  Norton  gave 
permission  without  consulting  the  people  for  a group  who  were  found  to 
have  ties  to  "organized  crime"  to  set  up  a casino  on  Kahnawake 
Territory.  They  were  arrested,  charged  and  are  presently  in  court 
facing  criminal  charges.  The  People  of  Kahnawake  have  continuously 
asked  the  band  council  and  the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs  for  the 
Agreement  in  Principle  between  the  band  council  and  ADM  to  no  avail. 

ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT.  The  People  are  in  favour  of  economic  development 
but  where  each  man,  woman  and  child  in  Kahnawake  owns  and  controls  the 
business  and  has  a share.  Due  to  the  band  council's  past  record  they 
cannot  be  trust.  Other  questions  arise  such  as  why  is  the  band  council 
hiring  a casino  consultant  firm  to  plan  the  proposed  dinner 
theatre-hotel  complex  (Robert  Hathaway)  when  the  people  already  said 
"no"  to  them  being  involved  in  a casino?  What  are  we  to  expect  from  the 
agreement  to  invest  the  people's  money  in  the  Grifiss  Air  Force  Base  in 
the  United  States  when  the  people  were  only  told  after  the  deal  was 
made? 

Even  though  the  answer  on  ADM  is  "no",  the  band  council  persists  in 
meeting  with  the  Survival  School  students  only,  asking  the  parents  to 


stay  away.  The  students , however,  want  their  parents  with  them.  The 
time  has  come  for  the  band  council  to  step  down  and  let  the  original 
government  of  the  Mohawk  People  enforce  the  Iroquois  Constitution,  the 
Great  Law  of  Peace. 
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Reporter  challenges  constitutionality  of  arrest  at  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe 
meeting 

The  following  petition  for  a writ  of  Flabeas  Corpus  was  filed  by  NAP/ON 
reporter  Deff  Armstrong  in  federal  district  court  on  October  29,  1997.  In 
it,  Armstrong  contends  that  neither  the  Mille  Lacs  Tribal  Police  nor  the 
Mille  Lacs  County  Sheriff  had  jurisdiction  to  arrest,  detain  or  charge  him 
for  what  he  contends  was  an  unconstitutional  order  by  the  Tribal  Executive 
Committee  at  an  Oct.  22  TEC  meeting  on  tribal  land  claims,  and  that  by  so 
doing,  they  deprived  him,  the  Press,  and  MCT  members  of  their 
constitutional  rights.  Armstrong  further  challenges  the  legitimacy  of  the 
Mille  Lacs  law  enforcement  system  under  the  tribal  constitution  and  federal 
law  and  maintains  that  state  trespassing  statutes  cannot  be  enforced  on  the 
reservation . 

UNITED  STATES 
DISTRICT  COURT 
DISTRICT  OF  MINNESOTA 
SIXTH  DIVISION 

Civil  File  No.  

Jeffrey  David  Armstrong, 

Petitioner, 
vs . 

Mille  Lacs  County  Attorney;  Mille  Lacs  County  Sheriff;  Mille  Lacs 
Reservation  Tribal  Police, 

Respondents . 

PETITIONER'S  MEMORANDUM 

The  Petitioner  is  before  the  Court  to  determine  the  validity  of  his 
arrest  by  tribal  police  and  subsequent  detention  and  charges  filed  by  the 
County  of  Mille  Lacs,  Minnesota  pursuant  to  said  arrest,  which  took  place 
on  the  Mille  Lacs  Reservation  of  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe. 

I.  FACTS: 

On  October  22,  1997,  Petitioner  attended  a meeting  of  the  Minnesota 
Chippewa  Tribe  (M  CT)  called  by  its  12-member  Tribal  Executive  Committee 
(TEC) . Petitioner  was  invited  by  several  tribal  members  to  attend  the 
meeting,  and  was,  as  at  many  previous  such  meetings,  the  only  reporter  in 
attendance.  Had  Petitioner  not  been  notified  by  tribal  members,  he  would 
not  have  known  of  the  meeting,  which  was  originally  set  for  that  date  at 
the  Bois  Forte  Reservation.  It  was  moved  at  the  last  minute  to  Mille  Lacs, 
a common  tactic  used  by  the  TEC  to  discourage  tribal  participation  by  MCT 
members.  As  at  several  recent  TEC  meetings,  armed  officers  were  stationed 


by  the  door,  apparently  to  intimidate  tribal  members  present. 

Petitioner  arrived  before  the  scheduled  meeting  time  of  10  a.m.  and 
quickly  found  a seat.  At  this  time,  TEC  President  Norman  Deschampe  asked 
Petitioner  if  he  was  "Indian."  Petitioner  replied  that  his  racial  origin 
was  none  of  Deschampe' s business,  that  Deschampe  knew  who  Petitioner  was 
and  that  he  was  "just  doing  [his]  job"  as  a reporter  for  the  Native 
American  Press/Ojibwe  News  (NAP/ON).  A Mille  Lacs  Tribal  Police  officer 
then  informed  Petitioner  that  he  had  one  chance  to  leave  voluntarily  or  be 
arrested.  Petitioner  said  he  would  not  willingly  comply  with  an  illegal 
order,  but  submitted  to  arrest  and  voluntarily  accompanied  the  tribal 
officer  out  of  the  meeting  room  in  the  Grand  Casino  Hotel  without  incident. 
In  the  hotel  lobby.  Petitioner  was  frisked,  tightly  handcuffed  and  escorted 
outside  to  a squad  car.  The  arresting  Tribal  officer  informed  Mille  Lacs 
County  by  radio  that  he  was  bringing  Petitioner  into  custody  on  charges  of 
trespassing  and  obstructing  legal  process.  While  on  the  30+  mile  trip  to 
Milaca,  outside  reservation  boundaries.  Petitioner  persuaded  the  Tribal 
officer  that  the  obstruction  charge  was  unfounded,  as  Petitioner  had  in  no 
way  resisted  his  arrest,  which  took  place  in  front  of  perhaps  75  people. 
Arriving  at  the  County  Hail  in  Milaca,  Petitioner  was  booked  on  charges  of 
trespassing  (exhibit  1)  and  set  for  a court  appearance  at  11  am.  Petitioner 
notified  jail  staff  that  he  intended  to  file  for  a writ  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
but  was  told  that  such  petitions  can  only  be  filed  by  attorneys.  The 
arresting  officer  then  told  Petitioner  that  he  would  be  released  at  2 p.m., 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  TEC  meeting,  and  could  not  see  a judge  until  the 
following  Monday. 

Petitioner  then  requested  a pencil  and  paper  with  which  to  draft  a Habeas 
Corpus  petition.  Receiving  same.  Petitioner  prepared  the  petition  for  writ 
(exhibit  2)  and  attempted  to  submit  it  to  the  jail  administrator. 

Respondent  County  refused  to  accept  said  petition  and  similarly  denied 
access  to  the  telephone  that  Petitioner  could  contact  an  attorney  to  assist 
him  in  the  filing.  Respondent  County  then  informed  Petitioner  that  he  was 
being  released,  at  which  time  the  Hail  Administrator  accepted  copy  of  said 
petition  and  allowed  a reproduction  to  be  made  for  Petitioner.  Refusing  to 
sign  the  petition,  the  Hail  Administrator  read  it  and  passed  it  along  to 
Respondent  Sheriff  Dennis  Boser.  Sheriff  Boser  stated  that  he  and  his 
deputies  and  jailers  only  carried  out  Tribal  orders  and  contracted  to  hold 
their  prisoners;  that  they  had  no  ability  or  jurisdiction  to  independently 
assess  the  legality  or  lack  thereof  of  such  orders.  Boser  then  suggested 
Petitioner  take  his  claim  to  tribal  court,  but  could  not  explain  why,  if 
that  court  had  jurisdiction,  that  Petitioner  was  being  held  by  and  ordered 
to  appear  in  Mille  Lacs  County  Court. 

II.  ARGUMENT: 

INDIAN  CIVIL  RIGHTS 
ACT  OF  1968: 

Section  1303  of  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act  states,  in  its  entirety, 
the  following: 

The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  be  available  to  any 
person,  in  a court  of  the  United  States,  to  test  the  legality  of  his 
detention  by  order  of  an  Indian  tribe. 

Petitioner  was  detained  by  order  of  an  Indian  tribe,  an  order  given  legal 
force  by  the  Sheriff  and  County  Attorney  of  Mille  Lacs  County,  Minnesota. 
The  threshold  question  in  this  case  is,  does  the  State  of  Minnesota  have 
jurisdiction  to  enforce  state  statutes  on  an  Indian  reservation  arising 
from  the  unconstitutional  order  of  a tribal  governing  body  lacking  a 
foundation  in  tribal  law?  As  the  federal  courts  have  long  held,  and  state 
courts  such  as  Minnesota's  grudgingly  acknowledged  (see  State  v.  Stone,  MN 
Ct.  of  Appeals),  the  U.S.  government's  cession  of  its  alleged  criminal  and 
civil  jurisdiction  over  Indian  reservations  through  passage  of  Public  Law 
280  was  far  from  a blanket  grant  of  authority  for  states  to  police 
reservations.  As  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  established  in  Bryan  v.  Itasca 
County  and  others,  even  tribes  subjected  to  PL-280  without  their  consent 
through  the  plenary  authority  of  the  U.S.  Congress  retain  exclusive 
jurisdiction  to  establish  and  enforce,  or  by  extension  to  refrain  from 
establishing  or  enforcing,  laws  governing  the  regulation  of  activities  such 
as  driving,  taxation,  alcohol  consumption,  internal  governmental  affairs. 


etc . 

Undeniably,  Petitioner  consented  by  implication  to  tribal  jurisdiction  by 
entering  an  official  governmental  meeting  of  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe 
on  land  held  in  trust  for  the  Tribe  within  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the 
Mille  Lacs  Reservation.  However,  tribal  sovereignty  and  inherent  rights 
belong  exclusively  to  the  tribe  as  a collective,  except  to  the  extent  such 
powers  are  delegated  to  the  tribal  governing  body.  The  MCT  Constitution  is 
a rigid,  organic  document  with  a specified  means  of  amending  said  document. 
Upon  taking  office,  members  of  the  Tribal  Executive  Committee  pledge  to 
uphold  the  constitutions  of  both  the  United  States  and  Minnesota  Chippewa 
Tribe.  No  authority  exists  within  the  MCT  Constitution  conferring  authority 
on  the  president,  any  individual  members,  or  the  TEC  as  a whole  to  deny 
entrance  to  any  racial  group  or  members  of  the  press,  and  the  U.S. 
Constitution,  incorporated  by  reference  into  the  MCT  Constitution, 
prohibits  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  race.  While  it  is  petitioner's 
belief  that  the  race  issue  was  used  as  a pretext  to  exclude  the  press  from 
the  meeting,  such  exclusion  is  in  violation  of  25  USC  1302(1). 

Had  the  TEC  brought  a motion  to  exclude  Petitioner  on  any  grounds 
whatsoever  to  a floor  vote  of  tribal  members.  Petitioner  would  have 
willingly  acceded  to  their  decision.  In  the  absence  of  such  vote,  however. 
Petitioner  felt  obliged  to  defend  the  principle  of  a free  press  in  the 
interest  of  the  members  of  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe.  Although  the  paper 
is  committed  to  the  principle  of  Indian  preference,  if  the  NAP/ON  were  to 
consent  to  de  facto  requirements  as  to  the  racial  or  tribal  composition  of 
reporters  covering  the  more  than  500  governing  bodies  of  tribes  within  the 
U.S.,  our  readers  would  be  the  ones  to  suffer. 

Furthermore,  consent  to  tribal  jurisdiction  does  not  imply  subservience 
to  the  governing  body  of  a tribe.  On  the  contrary,  it  demands  that  one 
defend  tribal  law  as  one's  own,  even  if  it  means  standing  up  to 
illegitimate,  dictatorial  rule.  Consent  to  tribal  jurisdiction  does  not 
imply  obeisance  to  unlawful  orders  any  more  than  consent  to  obey  U.S.  law 
suggests  a willingness  to  have  a plunger  inserted  into  one's  rectum  as 
a proper  interrogative  device.  From  1980  to  1994,  the  U.S.  Department  of  the 
Interior  maintained  that  the  Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe  and  its  six  member 
reservation  lacked  the  authority  to  establish  a legal  system,  which 
authority  belonged  to  the  members  of  the  tribe  (exhibit  3),  in  the  absence 
of  a constitutional  grant  of  powers.  On  the  verge  of  a federal  indictment 
on  dozens  of  federal  felony  counts,  however,  then  TEC  President  Darrell 
Wadena  was  able  to  parlay  his  political  influence  (exhibit  4)  into 
eliciting  the  support  of  five  key  U.S.  Senators  to  strongarm  the  Interior 
Department  into  reversing  itself,  despite  increasingly  less  evidence  to 
support  such  a position. 

Such  influence  peddling  by  non-Native  tribal  employees  is  currently  under 
investigation  by  the  United  States  Dustice  Department,  and  even  here,  in  a 
determination  by  Michael  Anderson  (exhibit  5),  a relative  of  an  attorney 
with  a law  firm  with  clear  conflicts  of  interest  which  has  dominated  MCT 
politics  in  recent  years,  the  decision  is  not  so  clear.  While  Anderson 
stated  that  the  TEC  has  the  authority  to  create  tribal  courts,  he  did  not 
find  that  individual  reservations  have  such  powers.  Furthermore,  nothing  is 
said  in  the  Anderson  decision  on  the  issue  of  the  establishment  of  tribal 
or  reservation  police. 

But  the  final  question  is  one  of  state,  not  tribal  jurisdiction.  Section 
1326  of  the  Indian  Civil  Rights  Act  establishes  a procedure  by  which  tribes 
can  accept  jurisdiction  by  a state,  one  which  has  not  been  followed  by  the 
Mille  Lacs  RBC.  The  charges  against  Petitioner  have  been  brought,  if  not 
initiated,  by  the  State  of  Minnesota,  which  lacks  jurisdiction  in  the 
matter.  According  to  Section  1326,  jurisdiction  can  only  be  conferred  to 
the  state  by  means  of  a tribal  referendum  administered  by  the  Interior 
Secretary,  a law  upheld  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  Kennerly  v.  District 
Court  of  Montana,  which  determined  that  even  a pre-ICRA  tribal  ordinance 
consenting  to  state  jurisdiction  was  legally  insufficient  to  accomplish  its 
end . 

The  Mille  Lacs  Tribal  Police  operate  under  state  statute  626.90 
establishing  this  entity's  arrest  powers  over  tribal  members  in  Mille  Lacs 
County  within  the  1855  Treaty  boundaries  and  over  all  people  on  tribal 


trust  lands  within  the  county,  violators  of  whom  will  be  prosecuted  in 
state  courts.  Yet  the  State  of  Minnesota's  "grant"  of  arrest  powers  to  the 
RBC-created  police  does  not  somehow  imbue  state  courts  with  jurisdiction 
they  otherwise  lack.  Since  no  tribal  referendum  consent  has  been  granted  in 
regard  to  the  state  statute,  either  before  or  after  the  fact,  one  can  thus 
view  the  Mille  Lacs  law  enforcement  law  as  an  extra-legal  assumption  of 
state  jurisdiction  in  violation  of  the  1855  Treaty,  the  aforementioned 
federal  laws,  and  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  tribal  members  and 
non-members  alike.  The  RBC  lacks  authority  to  consent  to  state  jurisdiction 
on  behalf  of  its  members,  just  as  it  lacks  the  authority  to  sell  tribal 
land  under  federal  law.  These  powers  belong  to  the  people  alone,  until  such 
time  as  they  delegate  such  authority. 

Furthermore,  even  if  the  Mille  Lacs  RBC  legally  consented  to  the  law 
enforcement  agreement,  and  if  it  does  in  fact  have  the  constitutional 
authority  to  create  a police  and  judicial  system  in  cooperation  with  the 
state,  state  courts  lack  jurisdiction  to  bring  charges  of  trespassing  on 
tribal  trust  lands.  28  USC  1360  states  that  "Nothing  in  this  section 
shall.,  confer  jurisdiction  on  the  State  to  adjudicate.,  the  ownership  or 
right  to  possession  of  [trust]  property  or  any  interest  therein."  In 
virtually  all  the  subsections  of  the  state  trespassing  statute,  609.605, 
exemption  is  made  for  those  with  a "claim  of  right."  Since  federal  law 
precludes  the  state  from  making  a determination  of  a "claim  of  right"  or  a 
"right  to  possession,"  trespassing  cases  originating  in  Indian  Country 
cannot  be  heard  in  state  court  without  denying  defendants  right  to  a claim 
under  the  state  statute. 

Ill  CONCLUSION: 

Based  upon  the  foregoing.  Petitioner  hereby  seeks  redress  of  these 
grievances  in  federal  district  court  by  the  granting  of  a Writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  under  25  USC  1303  or  28  USC  2254(4)  and  moves  for  a Stay  of  State 
Court  Proceedings  in  Mille  Lacs  County,  Minnesota  pursuant  to  28  USC  2251. 
Sincerely  submitted, 

(signed) 

Jeffrey  David  Armstrong 
Pro  Se 

c/o  Native  American  Press/ 

Ojibwe  News 

1106  Paul  Bunyan  Dr. 

Bemidji,  MN  56601 
218/751-1655 

- — "RE:  Statement  Regarding  UN  Rights  Draft"  
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From:  Teton  Sioux  Nation 

Sub j : Statement  Regarding  UN  Rights  Draft 
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Black  Hills 
Teton  Sioux  Nation 

MEMBER  RESERVATIONS 
Pine  Ridge 
Lower  Brule 
Cheyenne  River 
Standing  Rock 
Rosebud 
Fort  Peck 
Crow  Creek 
Santee 

Canadian  Sioux 


Once  again  the  traditional  leaders  of  the  Lakota  (Sioux)  Nation  are 
attending  the  Inter-Sessional  Working  Group  on  the  Draft  Declaration  of 


the  Rights  of  the  World's  Indigenous  Peoples  at  the  United  Nations  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland.  The  meetings  are  held  at  the  Palais  des  Nations  from 
October  27th  through  November  7th,  1997.  The  Teton  Sioux  Nation  Treaty 
Council  is  made  up  of  descendants  of  the  Fort  Laramie  Treaty  of  1868 
between  the  Lakota  Nation  and  the  United  States.  The  organization  does 
not  recognize  the  United  States  federal  system  of  tribal  council 
governments.  Instead,  the  Lakota  leaders  who  speak  on  behalf  of  the 
Tetuwan  Oyate  (Lakota  Nation,  people),  rely  on  traditional  Lakota  law, 
government,  language  and  culture  as  their  authority  and  heritage. 

Through  [United  States  Federal  Policy],  the  exercise  of  power  and 
administration  of  programs,  domestic  law  and  policy  have  come  to  ensure 
that  every  effort  by  Indigenous  Peoples,  in  this  case  Dakota/Lakota,  to 
achieve  self-realization  is  frustrated  and  penalized.  Dakota/Lakota  are 
kept  in  a state  of  permanent  dependency  as  the  price  of  survival  . . . 

Intervention  of  the  Tetuwan  Nation  of  Dakota  and  Lakota  Oyate,  31st 
October  1997,  United  Nations,  Geneva 

The  Inter-Sessional  Working  Group  is  now  in  its  third  annual  session  and 
is  charged  with  an  examination  of  the  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of 
the  Worlds  Indigenous  Peoples  which  was  contributed  to  and  crafted  by 
Indigenous  groups  and  nations  from  around  the  world.  Many  nation  states, 
including  the  United  States,  are  opposed  to  the  Draft  Declaration's 
favorable  provisions  on  self-determination  and  treaty  issues.  Most 
Indigenous  delegates  are,  however,  urging  the  Inter-Sessional  Working 
Group  to  approve  the  Declaration  as  drafted.  The  Lakota  representatives 
of  the  Teton  Sioux  Nation  Treaty  Council,  including  Tony  Black  Feather 
(Oglala  Lakota),  Germaine  Tremmel  (Hunkpapa  Lakota),  and  Melvin  Grey  Owl 
(Crow  Creek  Dakota),  have  stated  that  the  Lakota  Nation  could  accept  no 
compromises  in  the  language  of  the  Draft  Declaration. 

We,  the  Tetuwan  Nation  of  Dakota/Lakota  request  immediate  adoption  of 
the  Draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  the  World's  Indigenous  Peoples  as 
presently  drafted  without  changes,  amendments  or  deletions.  We  will  not 
negotiate  or  compromise  that  depends  on  the  continued  survival  of  our 
seven  generations  to  come. 

The  traditional  leaders  of  the  Tetuwan  Oyate  believe  that  international 
law  and  the  natural  law  of  the  Creator  are  the  ultimate  guarantee  of  human 
rights.  The  Draft  Declaration,  as  prepared  in  consultation  with 
Indigenous  peoples,  is  one  tool  in  the  international  legal  protection  of 
the  Tetuwan  Oyate. 

We  are  a Nation.  We  have  always  been  a Nation.  We  will  always  be  a 
Nation.  We  treated  with  the  colonizer  of  North  America  on  a nation  to 
nation  basis.  . . The  Black  Hills  are  not  sacred  to  us  because  of  the 

gold  there.  It  is  sacred  to  us  because  our  Creator  gave  us  the  Black  Hills. 

When  something  is  stolen  and  the  stealer  or  thief  is  caught,  what  has 
been  stolen  should  be  returned. 

The  goal  of  all  international  efforts  by  the  Teton  Sioux  Nation  Treaty 
Council  is  always  the  preservation  of  a culture  and  a way  of  life  for  the 
generations  to  come  while  ensuring  that  the  world  can  live  in  peace. 

Because  many  of  the  rights  guaranteed  to  us  by  the  colonizer's  system  are 
not  at  times  honored,  this  Draft  Declaration  in  its  entirety  is  all  the 
more  important  to  us  as  it  is  to  all  Indigenous  People  in  the  World.  We 
encourage  finalization  of  this  Draft  Declaration  in  its  entirety.  We  are 
sure  the  world  wants  world  peace.  Adopting  this  Draft  could  be  a step  in 
that  direction.  The  Creator  made  us  peaceful  People.  The  Creator  did 
this  for  a reason.  Let  us  put  our  mind  and  energies  together  to  return  to 
this  reason.  Only  then  can  we  achieve  a measure  of  world  peace. 

"RE : Passamaquoddys  Press  Claims"  

Date:  Wed,  29  Oct  1997  23:33:31  -0800 
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The  Bangor  Daily  News 

for  Thursday,  October  23,  1997 

Passamaquoddys  press  tribal  claims  to  St.  Andrews  land 
ST.  ANDREWS,  New  Brunswick  - 

Passamaquoddy  Indians  from  Maine  say  because  officials  in  this  wealthy 
community  have  refused  to  discuss  the  tribe's  ancestral  land  claims,  the 
nearly  1,700  residents  henceforth  will  be  considered  trespassers  and  the 
tribe  will  take  legal  action  to  regain  its  property. 

Rep.  Fred  Moore  III,  the  Passamaquoddys'  tribal  representative  in  Maine's 
Legislature,  said  Wednesday  that  one  of  the  tribe's  options  is  to  sue  in 
federal  or  international  court.  Moore  said  the  tribe  might  seek  compensation 
for  the  years  the  land  was  not  available  to  them,  a claim  that  could  reach 
$3.5  billion. 

St.  Andrews  Mayor  Nancy  Aiken  said  Wednesday  the  town  did  not  have  any 
evidence  to  suggest  residents  are  trespassing  on  Passamaquoddy  land.  She  said 
the  matter  is  a federal  issue,  not  something  the  town  could  handle.  She  said 
she  was  aware  tribal  officials  had  met  with  federal  Canadian  officials  from 
the  Department  of  Indian  Affairs. 

"We  have  indicated  repeatedly  our  willingness  to  discuss  ancestral  burial 
grounds  and  commemorate  such  burial  grounds  if  they  can  be  authenticated.  We 
have  a process  that  we  have  to  go  through,"  the  mayor  said. 

Moore  said  the  tribe,  which  has  reservations  at  Pleasant  Point  and  Indian 
Township  in  Maine,  is  determined  to  pursue  the  matter.  "All  we  have  done  here 
is  wasted  two  years  in  giving  St.  Andrews  the  opportunity  to  resolve  this  in 
a manner  that  would  promote  our  mutual  best  interests,"  he  said. 

In  a letter  to  town  officials  dated  Oct.  13,  the  tribe  said  it  had  made 
offers  that  had  been  ignored.  They  had  asked  the  town  to  turn  over  all 
undeveloped  and  unoccupied  portions  of  land  at  Indian  Point,  the  100-acre 
plot  near  downtown  St.  Andrews  that  is  at  the  center  of  the  controversy. 

The  tribe  proposed  that  if  land  at  Indian  Point  was  returned  to  the  tribe, 
it  would  relinquish  its  claims  to  the  entire  town.  The  tribe  also  said  it 
would  not  lay  claim  to  the  town's  sewage  lagoon  and  would  assure  community 
access  to  the  Little  League  field.  Tribal  officials  also  said  they  would 
honor  the  lease  the  Kiwanis  Club  has  for  a campground  it  operates  at  Indian 
Point . 

The  tribe's  effort  to  regain  the  land  began  more  than  a century  ago.  In 
1785,  loyalists  fleeing  the  United  States  agreed  to  rent  land  from  the  tribe 
where  they  could  spend  the  winter.  Tribal  officials  say  the  settlers  reneged 
on  the  agreement  and  never  left. 

The  tribe  has  a copy  of  a petition  concerning  the  lease  agreement  that  the 
descendants  of  the  original  Passamaquoddy  residents  at  St.  Andrews  presented 
to  the  New  Brunswick  House  of  Assembly  on  Feb.  14,  1854,  in  an  effort  to 
collect  compensation  for  the  land. 

The  assembly  neither  accepted  nor  rejected  the  petition.  It  has  been 
tabled  for  the  past  143  years.  Tribal  officials  maintain  that  at  a 
conservative  7 percent  interest,  the  money  still  owed  to  the  Passamaquoddys 
has  grown  to  $3.5  billion. 

Hugh  Akagi,  a Canadian  Passamaquoddy,  has  a two-story  home  at  Indian  Point 
overlooking  the  bay.  Akagi  won  a court  settlement  in  1993  against  the  town, 
guaranteeing  him  4.9  acres  of  the  property  where  his  family  has  lived  for 
many  years.  He  alerted  the  Passamaquoddys  at  their  Pleasant  Point 
reservation  in  Maine  when  the  town  of  St.  Andrews  decided  to  sell  the  land 
to  developers. 

The  Maine  Passamaquoddys  showed  up  in  force  two  years  ago  with  Moore  in 
the  lead,  vowing  to  fight  the  effort  to  sell  the  land  to  developers. 

"RE : innu  Regional  News"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Nov  1997  09:48:55  -0330 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web.net> 

Sub j : Regional  News 


Mailing  List: 


Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 


CBC  Radio  Regional  News  - Thursday,  October  30,  1997  PM  NEWS 


There's  been  a major  breakthrough  in  land  claims  talks  with  the  Labrador 
Inuit  Association. 

Premier  Tobin  says  in  the  last  few  days,  negotiators  for  the  L-I-A  and 
the  federal  and  provincial  governments  have  agreed  on  the  framework  for  an 
agreement . 

Tobin  held  a news  conference  this  afternoon  to  announce  the  deal. 

Philip  Daniel  reports.  DANIEL  REPORT: 

It's  not  an  agreement-in-principle  yet... what  the  three  sides  have  done 
is  to  agree  on  a set  of  principles  governing  the  tough  issues,  such  as 
self-government,  royalties,  the  size  of  the  claim,  and  so  on. 

Premier  Tobin  says  the  breakthrough  was  the  result  of  hard  work  by  all 
the  negotiators ...  and  he's  made  it  pretty  clear  the  provincial  and  federal 
cabinet  will  ratify  this  agreement. 

Tobin  says  the  recent  court  actions  against  the  Voisey's  bay  project 
didn't  really  spur  the  deal... but  he  says  all  sides  clearly  wanted  to 
negotiate  a deal,  rather  than  fight  things  out  in  court. 

TOBIN  CLIP: 

<<I  don't  think  any  of  us  would  want  to  be  battling  this  thing  for  an 
extended  time  in  the  courts... but  all  of  us  were  aware  that  this  was  a 
very  real  option... and  a probable  option... if  we  couldn't  find  a way  to 
make  progress.>> 

Tobin  says  the  L-I-A  board  of  directors  will  meet  early  next  week  to 
examine  the  deal.... he  says  if  all  three  parties  ratify  it,  the  details 
will  be  announced  next  Wednesday. 

The  president  of  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association,  William  Barbour  says 
the  talks  have  been  long  and  difficult.  But  he  feels  good  about  these 
latest  developments. 

BARBOUR  CLIP: 

<<Anything  that's  not  easy,  you  work  hard  at,  and  for  me  right  now  on 
a personal  level,  anyway,  I'm  optimistic  that  this  might  just  do  the  trick 
for  us.>> 

Premier  Tobin  says  if  the  deal  is  ratified,  he  expects  to  see  a full 
agreement-in-principle  ready  by  Christmas. 


The  President  of  the  Innu  Nation  has  resigned. 

Katie  Rich  handed  in  her  letter  of  resignation  after  a dispute  with  the 
organizations  Board  of  directors. 

Rich  says  the  board  members  voted  to  pay  themselves  honoraria  of  a 
thousand  dollars  each  for  two  meetings  that  had  been  cancelled. 

She  calls  the  board  unethical  and  greedy. 

Meanwhile,  the  Innu  Nation's  Vice  President  says  he's  polled  the  board 
members,  and  they  are  willing  to  give  up  the  payments. 

Daniel  Ashini  he  will  try  to  convince  Rich  to  withdraw  her  resignation. 
He  says  the  board  will  be  meeting  again  this  weekend,  and  he  hopes  the 
board  will  formally  rescind  the  decision. 

[Ed  note:  The  Board  rescinded  its  decision  this  weekend,  and  Katie  is 
expected  to  announce  that  she  has  reconsidered  her  resignation  shortly.] 


CBC  Radio  AM  31  October  1997 

A potential  Labrador  Inuit  land  claims  agreement  is  playing  to  mixed 
reviews . 

For  Labrador's  Innu,  the  announcement  is  a bit  unnerving. 

That  group's  vice  president  doesn't  know  what  the  Inuit  have  agreed  to. 

But  Daniel  Ashini  knows  that  whatever  it  is,  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments  will  try  to  make  his  group  sign  a similar  agreement. 

Ashini  says  despite  the  government's  expectations,  the  Innu  will 
negotiate  their  own  settlement ...  and  it  may  not  look  anything  like  the 
Inuit  agreement. 

The  news  of  a possible  land  claims  agreement  was  greeted  with  a lot  more 
enthusiasm  by  the  local  business  community. 

The  President  of  the  Labrador  North  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  been 
pressing  government  to  deal  with  land  claims. 

3ohn  Fleet  sees  yesterday's  announcement  as  very  positive. 


Meanwhile,  yesterday's  announcement  is  also  being  greeted  with 
enthusiasm  at  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company. 

A land  claims  agreement  would  help  clear  the  way  for  mining  in  northern 
Labrador . 

Rick  Gill  is  a vice  president  with  the  company. 

GILL  CLIP: 

<<We're  very  pleased  to  see  the  two  levels  of  Government  and  the  L-I-A 
have  reached  a point  where  they  think  they  can  get  a land  claims 
ratified  in  the  not  too  distant. >> 

Gill  says  his  company  sees  yesterday's  announcement  as  a big  step 
forward . 


for  Sunday,  November  02,  1997 

Land  claims  a step  closer  10/31/97  () 

By  BERNIE  BENNETT 
The  Evening  Telegram 

Ottawa,  Newfoundland  and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  have  reached  an 
agreement-in-principle  - to  negotiate  an  agreement-in-principle . 

The  initial  deal,  hammered  out  after  12  days  of  intensive  negotiations 
in  Ottawa,  is  subject  to  ratification  by  the  three  principals  involved. 

"It's  sort  of  clearing  the  brush"  before  they  get  at  the  big  timber, 
said  LIA  spokesman  Winston  White. 

Premier  Brian  Tobin  said  Thursday  his  cabinet  has  given  it  the  thumbs  up 
and  he  is  confident  the  feeling  is  mutual  in  Ottawa. 

Now,  all  that's  needed  to  start  working  on  the  final  document  is  the 
ratification  by  the  LIA.  That  process  won't  start  until  Monday  when  the 
LIA  board  of  directors  gets  together  in  Nain. 

Both  Tobin  and  LIA  president  William  Barbour  said  they  have  agreed  not 
to  reveal  any  details  of  the  deal  to  start  negotiations  until  all  parties 
have  been  fully  informed  on  the  issues. 

Tobin  said  they  hope  to  have  the  land  claims  agreement-in-principle 
inked  before  Christmas.  He  said  they  are  looking  at  Dec.  19  at  the  latest. 

"It  will  take  several  more  years  after  that  to  complete  the  legally 
binding  details  of  the  settlement,"  said  Tobin. 

He  and  Barbour  will  release  details  of  the  negotiation  agreement  next 
Wednesday. 

The  premier  said  he  and  top  executives  of  Inco  will  meet  next  Tuesday  to 
discuss  matters  to  be  resolved  so  the  development  of  the  Voisey's  Bay 
nickel  mine  can  proceed. 

He  said  they  also  want  to  fast-track  negotiations  between  the  company 
and  the  LIA  on  an  impact  benefit  agreement. 

Barbour  said  he  is  optimistic  about  the  proposed  deal,  but  the 
information  he  will  be  releasing  to  board  members  Monday  is  still  very 
sensitive. 

"This  latest  achievement  increases  our  confidence  that  the  next  steps  of 
reaching  an  agreement-in-principle  on  a land  claims  agreement  and  on  an 
Inuit  impact  and  benefit  agreement  with  Inco  and  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Co. 
are  better  than  they  ever  have  been." 

With  one  high  hurdle  on  aboriginal  land  claims  appearing  to  be  cleared, 
Tobin  acknowledged  there  is  still  another  before  the  finish  line  - the 
Innu . 

Tobin  said  he  intends  to  contact  Innu  leaders  during  the  next  few  days 
to  set  up  fast-track  negotiations  on  land  claims,  but  an  agreement  with 
the  Inuit  is  the  much  larger  of  the  two. 

The  premier  said  the  negotiating  teams  found  a way  to  make  progress  with 
the  Inuit  to  avoid  years  of  delay  in  the  courts,  and  he  is  confident  they 
can  achieve  the  same  with  the  Innu. 


for  Sunday,  November  02,  1997 

Innu  leader  resigns  in  protest  over  funds  10/31/97  () 

By  GARY  HEBBARD 
The  Evening  Telegram 

Katie  Rich  has  resigned  as  chief  and  as  a member  of  the  Innu  Nation  board 
to  protest  board  members  voting  to  pay  themselves  for  two  days  of  meetings 


that  did  not  take  place. 

Rich  made  the  announcement  Thursday  after  submitting  her  resignation  the 
day  before. 

Each  of  the  16  board  members  receives  a $500-a-day  honorarium  for 
attending  meetings.  But  when  the  two-day  gathering  was  postponed  earlier 
this  week,  board  members  decided  to  pay  themselves  anyway. 

The  vote  was  7-5  in  favor  with  four  members  not  available  to  vote. 

"I  don't  think  that's  right,"  said  Rich. 

She  doesn't  think  members  should  even  be  voting  on  the  issue. 

That's  why  she's  taking  a stand.  Rich  said.  If  the  board  members  refuse 
to  reverse  their  decision,  she  will  decline  to  serve  even  if  the  board 
doesn't  accept  her  resignation. 

"I  don't  think  that's  leadership,  that's  fraud,  that's  stealing  from  the 
communities  and  I don't  think  that's  right,"  she  said. 

Rich  said  she's  talked  to  two  or  three  board  members  from  Davis  Inlet 
and  they  are  taking  the  same  position  she  is.  But  she  hasn't  spoken  to 
anybody 

>from  the  other  Innu  community  in  Labrador,  Sheshatshiu. 

"When  it  comes  to  money,  when  people  . . . know  that  the  money  is  there  but 
there  hasn't  been  any  board  meeting,  why  should  they  (get  paid)?  Why 
should  they  get  $1,000  for  nothing?" 

An  Innu  Nation  board  meeting  is  scheduled  for  Saturday  and  Sunday  in 
Sheshatshiu  to  consider  Rich's  resignation. 

The  funding  for  the  honorariums  comes  from  the  federal  government  under 
land  claims  discussion  agreements. 

[Ed  note:  The  Board  rescinded  its  decision  this  weekend,  and  Katie  is 
expected  to  announce  that  she  has  reconsidered  her  resignation  shortly.] 


for  Sunday,  November  02,  1997 

First  step  to  land  claims  deal  11/1/97  (The  Evening  Telegram) 

A journey  of  a thousand  miles  begins  with  a single  step. 

If  that  is  the  case,  then  a first  significant  step  toward  a new  era  of 
development  in  Labrador  and  a new  level  of  equity  for  the  native  people  of 
the  region  was  taken  in  Ottawa  this  week. 

Without  seeing  the  details  it  is  impossible  to  endorse  the  tentative 
deal  initialled  between  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  and  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments,  but  it  is  heartening  to  see  the  progress  that  has 
been  accomplished. 

The  three  parties'  negotiating  teams  have  now  agreed  on  a set  of 
principles  that  could  eventually  form  the  basis  of  the  land  claims 
settlement.  These  principles  have  to  be  ratified  by  the  LIA's  board  of 
directors,  and  later  by  their  membership,  and  these  same  terms  will  have 
to  be  ratified  by  both  cabinets  in  Ottawa  and  St.  John's.  Assuming  the 
negotiating  teams  have  done  their  homework  and  the  deal  holds  together, 
the  biggest  obstacle  to  the  development  of  Voisey's  Bay  and  the  other 
Labrador  mega-projects  has  been  overcome. 

But  there  are  other  hurdles  ahead. 

The  biggest  is  a land  claims  deal  with  the  Innu.  The  Innu's  land  claim 
overlaps  the  Inuit  one,  but  their  claim  to  the  area  around  Voisey's  Bay  is 
considered  the  weaker  of  the  two.  However,  the  government  still  has  to 
negotiate  with  the  Innu  since  the  alternative  would  be  a long,  drawn-out 
process  in  the  courts  - a process  that  might  hold  up  developments  for  many 
years . 

In  addition  to  the  land  claims,  there  are  two  other  procedures  that 
could  also  hold  up  the  works.  The  environmental  assessment  of  the  Voisey's 
Bay  project  has  been  underway  since  the  spring,  and  the  most  optimistic 
estimate  has  it  taking  at  least  another  year  to  complete.  A more  realistic 
scenario  has  the  entire  process  winding  up  at  the  end  of  1999. 

And  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  must  also  conclude  an  impact 
agreement  with  both  the  Innu  and  the  Inuit.  Given  the  posturing  that  went 
on  earlier  this  fall,  there  is  little  agreement  in  place  as  yet.  The 
biggest  obstacle  seems  to  be  the  little  matter  of  several  hundred  million 
dollars . 

Nevertheless,  the  progress  of  this  past  week  is  the  most  encouraging 


sign  yet.  With  a comprehensive  land  claims  agreement  in  effect,  the  way  is 
open  to  not  only  proceed  with  the  mine  at  Voisey's  Bay,  but  with  the 
critical  Trans-Labrador  highway,  and  with  possible  hydroelectric 
development  on  other  Labrador  rivers. 

This  week  a first,  and  perhaps  the  most  important  step,  was  taken. 


Letter  for  Sunday,  November  02,  1997 
Argentia  smelter  10/30/97  () 

Recently  I read  with  great  interest  an  article  in  the  Sept.  26  edition  of 
The  Evening  Telegram  entitled  "Don't  cry  for  Voisey's  Bay"  by  Owen  Myers. 
Mr.  Myers  is  a former  resident  of  this  area  and  like  all  of  us  has  great 
concern  for  the  environmental  issues  in  Argentia. 

As  a newly  elected  councillor  of  the  Town  of  Placentia  I have  been 
appointed  to  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  liaison  committee  and  have 
received  instructions  by  council  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  environmental  work 
that  is  going  on  in  Argentia.  I have  always  contended  that  I was  born  on  a 
beach  rock  and  wished  to  die  on  a beach  rock  at  a fine  old  age.  I have 
family,  neighbors  and  friends  whose  health  is  of  utmost  concern  to  me  and 
I intend  to  keep  that  foremost  in  my  mind  when  dealing  with  environmental 
issues . 

At  present  the  council  is  being  briefed  by  public  works  and  government 
services  Canada  on  the  extensive  environmental  work  that  is  presently  on 
going  in  Argentia.  We  have  every  confidence  that  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  make  the  smelter  refining  complex  environmentally  friendly  and  that  the 
clean  up  of  Argentia  will  meet  every  specification  required  by  law.  For 
this  reason  we  do  not  see  any  reason  why  any  environmental  impact  study 
done  in  Argentia  should  be  tied  to  any  assessment  studies  that  are 
required  in  Voisey's  Bay. 

Ian  Walsh,  councillor 
Placentia 


"RE : Cherokee  Housing  Authority  Problems"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Oct  1997  09:25:10  -0600 

From:  Summerfield/Marvin&Linda  <cwyob(3mailhost .galstar . com> 

Sub  j : Still  problems  in  the  Housing  Authority  of  the  Cherokee  Nation 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

For  the  very  latest  news  in  the  Cherokee  Controversy  and  News,  stop  by 
the  official  Cherokee  Observer  web  pages, 
http: //www. cherokeeobserver .org 

You  will  find  the  latest  in  the  news  as  well  as  a link  to  the  official 
Cherokee  Observer  web  bbs.  Come  and  join  in  on  the  bbs  and  chat  line. 
[Chat  lines  are  open  all  the  time.  Tonight  come  join  in  at  6PM-CST.] 

The  Cherokee  Observer  obtained  a copy  of  the  following  letter 

United  States  Attorney 
Eastern  District  of  Oklahoma 
1200  West  Okmulgee 
Muskogee,  Oklahoma  74401 
October  28,  1997 

Mr.  Nathan  H.  Young,  III 

Attorney  at  Law 

239  W.  Keetoowah  St. 

Tahlequah,  OK  74464 

Re:  Cherokee  Nation  Housing  Authority 
Dear  Mr.  Young: 

I have  received  your  invitation  to  attend  the  emergency  meeting  of  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Housing  Authority  Board  of  Directors  scheduled  for  October 
28,  1997.  I do  not  believe  that  it  would  be  appropriate,  at  this  time, 
for  the  lead  criminal  prosecutor  conducting  the  investigation  into  the 
Cherokee  Nation  Housing  Authority  to  attend  the  meeting.  I am  sure  that 
the  board  would  have  many  questions  of  me  that  I would  not  be  able  to 


answer  at  this  time  due  to  the  grand  jury  secrecy  requirement. 

As  we  have  discussed,  I am  not  pleased  over  the  production  of  records  to 
the  HUD  auditor  this  past  week.  The  HUD  auditor  stated  that  she  had  never 
had  such  problems  getting  records  and  has  never  had  an  armed  guard 
restricting  her  access  as  she  experienced  at  the  Cherokee  Nation  Housing 
Authority.  The  less  than  subtle  methods  of  intimidation  used  by  3oel 
Thompson  were  not  appreciated  and  will  not  be  successful  in  deterring  the 
investigation  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  one  item  that  I would  like  the  board  to  address  at  the  October  28, 
1997,  meeting  would  be  the  issue  raised  by  Mr.  Thompson  that  an  attorney- 
client  privilege  exists  with  regard  to  certain  records  produced  by  the 
Washington,  D.C.,  law  firm  of  Patton,  Boggs  and  Blow.  The  government 
views  the  board  as  the  legal  head  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  Housing  Authority 
and  as  such  wishes  to  determine  if  the  board  asserts  any  attorney-client 
privilege  concerning  the  Patton,  Boggs  and  Blow  law  firm  or  whether  the 
board  waives  any  such  privilege.  Please  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible 
the  board's  position  concerning  this  issue. 

Sincerely  yours, 

BRUCE  GREEN 

United  States  Attorney 

DOUGLAS  A.  HORN 

Asst.  United  States  Attorney 

"RE : New  Moon  Prayer"  

Date:  Thu,  30  Oct  1997  22:37:30  -0500 

From:  "elaine  flattery"  <flattery@primeline. com> 

Sub j : New  Moon  Prayer  - October  31,  1997 

UUCP  email 

Every  new  moon  in  1997  at  5 am  in  Ashland,  Oregon  and  other  parts  of  the 
U.S.  and  world  (8  est,  7 cst,  etc),  we  will  be  praying  for  Unity.  All  are 
asked  to  join  in  this  prayer  time,  and  share  this  information  with  others 
in  your  local  communities  as  we  hope  this  will  be  a growing  prayer  circle 
for  the  sake  of  the  Sacred  Hoop  and  all  our  Relations.  We  will  continue 
praying  for  the  Elders,  Buffaloes,  Sun  Dancers,  Respect,  Sobriety, 
Sovereignty,  Children,  Grandmother  Earth  and  Grandmothers  and  protection  of 
our  Sacred  Sites. 

We  want  to  pray  for  clarity  this  new  moon  so  that  when  we  take  a stand, 
it  will  be  the  right  stand.  To  focus  clearly  on  the  issues  and  not  the 
personalities.  It  is  'what'  is  right  that  is  important,  not  'who'  is  right. 
This  is  a mature  way  of  looking  at  things. 

I was  honored  on  this  last  trip  to  South  Dakota  to  be  asked  to  give  a name 
to  one  of  our  7th  Generation.  So  I now  have  a new  three  year  old  Grandson 
who's  name  was  that  of  my  Greatgrandfather  and  brother's  - Sniyala. 

I see  this  as  an  answer  to  the  Sun  Dance  prayers,  this  is  a sign  of  Hope. 
Sniyala,  meaning  the  ripples  in  the  water  where  the  circle  grows.  My 
Greatgrandpa ' s name  was  sacred,  there  is  hope  for  the  People. 

Mitakuye  oyasi', 

Dave  Chief 
Oglala  Lakota  Elder 


/ / / / / \_ 

\ _\ \ /\ / 

Native  American  Information  Service  is  planning  a Teach-In  on 
Indian  Rights  in  early  1998. 

We  plan  on  exposing  the  fact  that  Indians,  are  the  only  group  that  is 
systematically  denied  rights  guaranteed  to  other  citizens  by  the  Bill  of 
Rights . 

This  we  call  - The  Invisible  Racism. 

We  hope  to  draw  the  very  finest  Native  American  Scholars  to  speak  and/or 
present  papers  at  this  teach  in.  Your  support,  financial  or  otherwise, 
would  be  greatly  appreciated. 


For  further  information  contact: 

Dorothy  Robbins 

Native  American  Information  Service 
1875  Hwy  99,  N Suite  4 
Ashland,  Oregon  97540 
541-482-7647 

"RE : History  of  the  Keetoowah  Cherokees"  

Date:  Mon,  27  Oct  1997  09:25:28  -0500  (EST) 

From:  SbrWarrior 

Sub j : NASC  NEWS:  Keetoowah 

OOOOOOONASC  NEWS  MAI LINGC ><><>< ><><><> 

<A  HREF=" http: //www. geocities . com/Heart land/ Prairie/ 5918/ Keetoowah/ 
octissue97. html">0ctIssue97</A> 

FOOTSTEPS -HISTORICAL  PERSPECTIVE : 

HISTORY  OF  THE  KEETOOWAH  CHEROKEES 
by  David  A.  Cornsilk 
Managing  Editor 

For  many  years  a battle  has  been  brewing  in  the  Cherokee  Nation.  This 
battle  isn't  one  you  will  see  on  television  or  watch  outside  the  local 
bar.  This  battle  isn't  between  two  diverse  groups  of  people  who  don't 
like  each  other  for  ridiculous  reasons,  such  as  skin  color,  religion, 
creed  or  national  origin.  No,  this  battle  is  between  members  of  the 
same  household,  the  Cherokees. 

The  Cherokees,  from  the  beginning  of  our  recorded  history  in  the 
1700' s,  have  been  a divided  people.  Natural  lines  or  fractures  exist  in 
our  society  which  with  external  pressure,  open  into  wide  fissures. 

These  fissures  create  what  appear  to  be  irreparable  wounds  which  prevent 
unity  and  sap  the  strength  of  our  Nation. 

The  old  adage,  "Those  who  forget  the  past  are  doomed  to  repeat  it",  is 
appropriate  for  a Nation  so  rich  in  history  and  lessons  from  the  past  as 
the  Cherokees. 

Described  by  outsiders  as  a single  Nation  under  the  title  of  Cherokees, 
we  called  ourselves  the  Principal  People  (A-ni-yuh-wee-yuh)  and 
KEETOOWAH  people  (A-ni-kee-too-wah-gee) . The  former  was  used  in 
conversations  with  or  about  other  Nations  of  Indians  to  show  the 
Cherokee  superiority.  The  term  in  now  commonly  used  to  refer  to  all 
Indians.  The  latter  term  was  more  spiritual  in  nature  and  was  used 
among  Cherokee  speakers  to  refer  to  themselves. 

Kituhwa  was  the  mother  town  or  original  settlement  of  the  Cherokees. 

The  town  served  as  a spiritual  center  and  capitol  for  the  Cherokee 
people  until  the  development  of  a new  capitol  at  Chota.  The  town  of 
Kituhwa  has  long  since  faded  into  the  annals  of  Cherokee  history  and 
even  its  true  location  is  a mystery.  Some  scholars  believe  the  town  is 
located  in  western  North  Carolina  near  the  present  reservation  of  the 
Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians. 

The  Cherokee  Nation,  from  the  earliest  records,  was  divided  into 
several  bands  separate  from  each  other  by  geographic  features  and 
language  dialects.  Each  band  functioned  politically  separate  from  all 
others  and  within  each  band,  the  towns  functioned  as  separate  political 
entities.  In  times  of  warfare,  each  band  and  town  made  a choice  to 
join  together  for  defense,  remain  neutral  or  even  fight  against  each 
other.  The  situation  was  much  like  the  city-state  politics  of  early 
Greece  and  medieval  Italy.  The  Cherokees  did  not  unify  under  a single 
government  until  the  English,  weary  from  dealing  with  so  many  "heads  of 
state",  withheld  vital  trade  goods  until  the  Cherokees  selected  an 
"Emperor",  through  whom  the  British  could  deal. 

Clearly,  the  novel  concept  of  a single,  all-powerful  monarch  was 
foreign  to  the  democratic  Cherokees  and  subchiefs  continued  to  play  a 
vital  role  in  the  development  of  the  tribe  and  its  foreign  policy. 

Warfare  broke  out  frequently  in  the  Cherokee  country  during  the  1700 's, 
mainly  due  to  the  machinations  of  the  agents  of  France,  Spain,  or 


England.  Most  of  the  Cherokee  towns  were  strongly  in  favor  of  British 
trade.  This  was  not  true  of  the  five  Chickamauga  towns  under  the 
leadership  of  Dragging  Canoe  and  later.  The  Bench,  ancestor  of  the  Benge 
family.  Runningwater,  Nickajack,  Chickamauga,  Tinsawatie,  and  Elijay 
were  closely  aligned  with  the  Spanish  in  Florida  and  their  English  spy, 
John  McDonald,  who  ran  a trading  post  at  Pensacola  and  was  the 
grandfather  of  Chief  Dohn  Ross.  The  Chickamauga  Cherokees  fought 
against  the  settlement  of  lands  ceded  by  the  pro-English  Cherokee 
government  to  the  British  colonies.  Dragging  Canoe  stated,  "The 
settlement  of  this  land  shall  be  dark  and  bloody",  and  he  made  it  so. 

The  names  of  Dragging  Canoe,  The  Bench  and  the  Chickamauga  Cherokees 
became  the  most  feared  in  the  territory.  The  fighting  couldn't  go  on 
forever  and  upon  the  assassination  of  the  Bench,  the  Chickamauga  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  the  Cherokees  would  wage  no  further  wars  with  the 
European  and  American  powers. 

1790  saw  great  changes  taking  place  in  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  in  its 
relationship  to  the  new  nation,  the  United  States.  Prideful  from  their 
victory  over  Britain  and  hungry  for  land,  the  Americans  were  eager  to 
punish  the  Cherokees  for  siding  with  the  British  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Land  cessions  became  the  order  of  the  day.  With  a 
single  head  of  state,  the  only  formality  in  obtaining  more  was  the 
correct  amount  of  rum  and  trinkets. 

Many  subchiefs,  dissatisfied  with  the  Nation's  politics  and  their  own 
diminishing  power,  chose  to  separate  from  the  Cherokee  Nation  and 
become  a separate  political  entity.  This  was  accomplished  by  leaving 
the  eastern  homeland  and  finding  suitable  territory  west  of  the 
Mississippi . 

A small  group  of  Cherokees  settled  in  the  Arkansas  territory, 
established  their  own  government  and  requested  recognition  from  the 
United  States.  In  the  treaties  of  1817,  1819,  1828  and  1833,  the 
Western  Cherokees  were  recognized  as  a separate  Nation.  Once  again  we 
can  see  that  outside  pressures  of  white  emigration,  cultural  genocide 
and  political  change  drove  the  Cherokees  to  fracture  into  two  separate 
Nation ' s . 

At  the  same  time,  the  Eastern  Cherokees  were  struggling  to  hold  on  to 
their  ancestral  homeland  which  had  been  reduced  to  about  one-fifth 
(1/5)  its  original  size.  Pressure  was  being  placed  on  the  Cherokees  to 
emigrate  west  and  join  the  Western  Cherokees  in  Arkansas  Territory,  and 
after  1828,  in  Indian  Territory. 

The  Spanish  and  the  French  continued  to  put  pressure  on  the  Southern 
Cherokees  and  the  now  sovereign  states  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  Tennessee, 
and  North  Carolina  were  harassing  the  Cherokee  Nation.  All  of  these 
pressures  combined  to  create  an  explosive  atmosphere  for  the  Cherokee 
people  to  begin  drawing  lines  and  creating  fissures. 

The  Western  Cherokees,  prospering  in  their  new  homes,  sent  letters  and 
messages  to  the  Eastern  Cherokees  of  a land  of  milk  and  honey.  They 
talked  of  the  abundance  of  nature,  the  fruit  of  one's  labor  and  the 
absence  of  the  ruinous  influence  of  the  white  man.  In  a letter  to  the 
Eastern  Cherokees,  Chief  George  Lowrey  begged  his  eastern  brethren  to 
join  him  in  his  happiness  in  the  west.  He  signed  his  letter  in  the 
Cherokee  Syllabary  developed  by  his  cousin  Sequoyah,  and  followed  his 
name  with  the  heading  Kituhwa-gi.  The  A-ni-ki-tu-wa-gi  had  established 
themselves  as  a separate  government  in  the  west. 

During  the  period  of  turmoil  in  the  east,  factions  developed  and  merged 
and  redeveloped  almost  on  a daily  basis.  The  Cherokees  living  in  North 
Carolina  long  the  Oconaluftee  River,  under  the  leadership  of  their 
chief  Dunaluska  (Drowning  Bear),  severed  their  ties  with  the  Cherokee 
Nation  East,  relinquished  their  Cherokee  citizenship  and  became  citizens 
of  the  state  of  North  Carolina.  During  the  Cherokee  Removal  of 
1838-39,  Dunaluska's  band  of  Cherokees  were  not  required  to  leave  and 
remained  unmolested  as  their  brethren  were  driven  west  over  the  Trail 
Where  They  Cried,  Dunaluska's  band  became  the  nucleus  of  what  is  known 
today  as  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokee  Indians  in  North  Carolina,  a 
separate  political  entity. 

The  Cherokees  who  lost  their  homes  in  the  east  came  west  in  two  very 


distinct  factions.  Between  1835  and  1837,  members  of  the  Treaty  Party 
included  signers  of  the  now  infamous  Treaty  of  New  Echota  and  other 
supporters  of  removal  who  voluntarily  relinquished  their  homes  and  lands 
in  the  east. 

The  years  of  1838-39  saw  the  forced  mass  migration  of  the  Cherokees 
opposed  to  removal  and  the  treaty  which  had  caused  it.  Bitter  hatred 
seethed  in  the  hearts  of  families  who  had  lost  everything,  including 
family  members  to  the  removal.  Of  course,  the  U.  S.  Government  was 
the  true  force  behind  the  removal  and  the  treaty  which  had  caused  it. 

The  Treaty  Party,  its  members  fearful  of  being  murdered,  sided  with 
the  Old  Settlers  for  protection  or  fled  to  Texas  where  many  of  their 
descendants  continue  to  reside  today.  The  emigrant  or  Ross  faction  of 
the  Cherokee  Nation,  with  members  to  their  advantage,  decided  to 
overpower  the  Western  Cherokee's  government  and  install  their  Chief, 

3ohn  Ross,  as  the  Principal  Chief  of  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Even  the  title  "Principal  Chief",  speaks  to  the  factionalism  common  to 
our  Nation.  Many  subchiefs  continued  to  wield  great  power  in  the 
Nation.  Principal  Chief  was  used  to  distinguish  Ross  from  the 
numerous  subchiefs. 

In  Dune  1839,  an  Act  of  Union  was  written  by  William  Shorey  Coody,  an 
Old  Settler,  uniting  the  warring  factions  of  the  Cherokee  tribes  into 
one  Nation  under  the  control  of  the  Principal  Chief,  Dohn  Ross.  The 
Act  of  Union  brought  together,  by  mutual  agreement,  the  Ross  Party,  the 
Treaty  Party,  and  the  Old  Settlers.  The  Act,  however,  was  just  a piece 
of  paper  and  only  as  good  as  Ross'  leadership.  Fighting  and  bloodshed 
continued  among  the  Cherokees  for  seven  years.  It  was  not  until  1846 
that  Dohn  Ross  successfully  negotiated  a new  treaty  and  was  able  to 
soothe  the  torn  and  weary  Cherokee  people.  The  wounds  were  deep  and 
merely  awaited  new  pressures  to  split  open  anew. 

Mixed-bloods  such  as  the  Ross,  Adair,  Vann,  McNair,  Bushyhead,  Sanders 
and  Downing  families  dominated  the  Cherokee  Nation  political  scene.  A 
new  fissure  was  developing  which,  although  near  the  surface,  had  not 
been  seen  before.  The  full-bloods  were  becoming  outnumbered  by  their 
mixed-blood  brethren.  The  full-bloods,  dominated  by  thinkers  from  the 
A-ni-ki-tu-wa-gi,  were  losing  power  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Pig  Smith,  Creek  Sam,  and  other  traditionalists  joined  forces  with  Evan 
and  Dohn  Dones,  white  baptist  Missionaries,  to  create  a political  and 
spiritual  body  to  empower  the  full-bloods  in  Cherokee  politics.  In 
1859,  this  faction  of  Cherokees  lead  by  Old  Settlers,  incorporated  as 
the  Keetoowah  Society.  Favoring  traditional  Cherokee  ways,  values  and 
religion,  this  group  was  opposed  to  mixed-blood  domination  of  Cherokee 
affairs,  land  cessions,  and  slavery.  The  winter  of  1859-60  saw  the 
issue  of  slavery  take  on  the  national  attention  of  both  full-blood  and 

mixed-bloods  alike Fueled  by  the  Baptist  Dones'  opposition  to 

slavery  and  ignited  by  the  full-blown  disfranchisement,  the  Keetoowah 
Society  became  Northern  sympathizers  and  abolitionist  among  the 
slave-owning  mixed-bloods. 

Principal  Chief  Dohn  Ross,  ever  aware  of  his  full  blood  power  base, 
resolved  to  remain  neutral  in  the  American  Civil  War,  then  looming  on 
the  horizon.  Through  the  pressures  of  Stand  Watie,  a Cherokee 
Confederate  General  and  Treaty  party  leader,  and  the  almost  total 
abandonment  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  by  Federal  troops,  Ross  signed  a 
treaty  with  the  Confederacy  and  joined  the  war.  Almost  immediately 
after  signing  the  Confederate  treaty,  Ross  denounced  it  as  a fraud. 

With  such  great  pressures  from  the  outside,  the  Cherokee  Nation 
fractured  along  many  lines.  The  old  hatreds  from  the  removal  broke  to 
the  surface  with  a fury.  Many  murders  were  committed  in  the  name  of 
warfare  that  were  really  nothing  more  than  revenge  killings.  Stand 
Watie  and  his  troops  rampaged  through  the  Cherokee  country  killing  and 
pillaging  his  OWN  people  and  burning  the  homes  of  those  he  blamed  for 
the  deaths  of  his  relatives.  Major  Ridge,  Dohn  Ridge,  and  Elias 
Boudinot,  all  signers  of  the  removal  treaty. 

Full  bloods  fled  north  into  Kansas,  while  mixed-bloods,  with  their 
slaves,  fled  south  into  Texas,  leaving  the  Cherokee  Nation  ripe  for  the 
picking.  The  Cherokees  returned  home  after  the  war  to  a scene  of  total 


devastation.  The  Cherokee  Nation  was  now  totally  divided  along  blood 
lines  and  political  sympathies.  Full  bloods  controlled  the  government 
under  acting  Principal  Chief,  Watt  Pegg.  The  mixed-bloods  demanded 
consideration  and  recognition  of  their  chief.  Stand  Watie.  The  full 
bloods  wanted  the  National  government  turned  back  over  to  Dohn  Ross  and 
abhorred  the  thought  of  Stand  Watie  as  chief. 

To  keep  what  they  had  gained  the  full  bloods  used  the  Keetoowah  Society 
as  a vehicle  for  political  power.  The  spiritualist  of  the  Society  did 
not  want  to  be  involved  in  tribal  politics  and  the  Society  spilt  into 
two  distinct  branches,  the  Keetoowah  Society  and  the  National  Party. 

The  National  Party,  dominated  by  full  bloods,  elected  the  Principal 
Chiefs  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  until  the  election  of  Doel  Mayes.  The  era 
of  domination  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  by  mixed-bloods  began  again. 

The  Keetoowah  Society  became  a secret  society  before  the  opening  of  the 
Civil  War  and  due  to  pressures  from  missionaries  and  mixed-bloods, 
settled  back  to  gain  the  strength  that  would  be  necessary  to  fight  the 
Dawes  Commission  and  the  mixed-bloods  over  the  allotment  of  tribal 
lands . 

Under  the  remarkable  leadership  of  the  great  Keetoowah  Chief,  Redbird 
Smith,  son  of  Pig  Smith,  the  Society  gained  the  following  of  nearly 
every  full-blood  Cherokee  in  the  Nation.  Known  as  Nighthawks  because  of 
their  nighttime  ceremonies  and  secretive  habits,  the  Keetoowahs 
embraced  Cherokee  culture  and  prevented  its  spiraling  decline.  The 
Keetoowahs  even  became  involved  in  the  manhunts  staged  by  the  U.S. 
Marshalls  in  the  1890's  for  the  so-called  outlaws,  Ned  Christie  and  the 
Wickliffe  boys. 

Fierce  nationalist,  the  Keetoowahs  were  opposed  to  any  incursion  of 
Cherokee  sovereignty  by  the  U S.  or  the  states.  Land  cessions  were 
unthinkable  among  them.  Treaties  were  sacred  vows  made  in  the  sight  of 
God,  to  be  honored  to  the  letter  by  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokees.  When  the  threat  of  land  allotment  came,  the  Keetoowahs  and 
Chief  Redbird  Smith  rallied  every  ounce  of  strength  to  fight  for 
Cherokee  rights. 

The  Dawes  Commission  responded  to  the  Keetoowah  tactics  to  avoid 
enrollment  by  hiring  Cherokee  spies,  usually  mixed-bloods,  to  sniff  out 
the  fullbloods  and  testify  on  their  behalf  and  enroll  them  against  their 
will.  The  tactic  was  so  successful  that  not  more  than  a handful  of 
Cherokee  citizens  escaped  enrollment. 

Redbird  Smith  himself  was  imprisoned  and  forced  to  enroll.  Upon  his 
release  he  issued  an  order  to  his  Nighthawk  followers  to  stop  resistance 
and,  if  required,  to  be  passive  about  enrollment.  Fie  did,  however, 
manage  to  slow  down  the  actual  division  of  land  by  having  his  followers 
refuse  to  choose  allotments  or  refuse  allotment  certificates  if  land  had 
been  chosen  for  them. 

In  1905  the  remnant  of  the  National  Party  and  the  Keetoowah  Society 
incorporated  under  federal  law  and  began  what  was  to  prove  to  be  a 46 
year  struggle  to  regain  the  separate  government  they  had  before  the  Act 
of  Union  in  Dune  of  1839. 

Convinced  of  the  abrogation  of  the  Act  of  Union,  Redbird  Smith  set  out 
to  gain  separate  tribal  status  for  the  fullbloods  through  the  Keetoowah 
Society.  By  incorporating,  the  Society  would  be  an  organized  political 
entity,  even  though  they  continued  to  function  under  the  original 
Keetoowah  Constitution  of  1859. 

Redbird  Smith  accepted  his  allotment,  as  well  as  that  of  his  wife  and 
children  around  1914.  During  the  time  between  1906  and  1914,  many 
Keetoowah  leaders  began  to  suspect  Redbird  Smith  of  selling  out.  Fie  had 
accepted  his  allotment  and  had  even  sold  some  acreage  of  one  minor  son 
to  finance  home  improvements!  Keetoowah  leaders,  such  as  Ned  Blackfox, 
Dames  Flilderbrand  and  Eli  Pumpkin  broke  away  from  the  Keetoowah  Society 
and  organized  their  own  societies.  Names  such  as  the  "The  Eastern  and 
Western  Cherokee  Keetoowah",  began  to  appear.  These  organizations 
operated  independently  of  each  other  in  their  attempts  to  continue 
avoiding  allotment,  restoration  of  the  old  order  and  enforce  the 
treaties  or  gain  some  measure  of  protection  for  the  fullbloods  who  had 
accepted  their  allotments 


A branch  of  the  Keetoowah  Society  sprang  up  in  nearly  every  full-blood 
community  as  Redbird  Smith's  influence  among  them  began  to  fail.  After 
Redbird's  death  in  1919,  there  were  22  separate  Keetoowah  organizations 
functioning  independently  in  the  Cherokee  Nation.  Each  organization 
carried  out  its  own  political  agenda  and  continued  to  practice  the  old 
ceremonies . 

Bitter  rivalries  began  to  develop  between  the  older  sons  of  Redbird 
following  his  death,  with  each  attempting  to  take  charge  of  the 
Keetoowah  Society  and  accusing  the  others  of  different  wrongs.  The 
youngest  son  of  Redbird,  Stoke  Smith,  grasped  the  helm  and  took  charge 
of  the  Keetoowah  Society,  the  mother  society  of  all  other  branches. 
Disturbed  by  the  lack  of  unity  of  the  twenty-one  other  ceremonial 
grounds  and  by  the  desecration  of  the  original  ground  on  Blackgum, 

Stoke  Smith  moved  the  ceremonial  grounds  to  its  present  location  a few 
miles  west  of  Blackgum.  To  consolidate  his  authority  over  the  diverging 
Keetoowah  branches.  Stoke  visited  each  ground  and  ceremonially  killed 
their  fires  and  brought  them  home  to  the  new  mother  ground  at  Buffalo 
town  near  his  home.  The  last  to  go  home  were  at  Sugar  Mountain  and 
Chewey . 

The  leaders  of  the  Keetoowah  organizations  were  not  to  be  thwarted  so 
easily.  Although  many  Keetoowahs  followed  the  fires  to  the  new  mother 
ground,  many  continued  to  follow  the  old  dethroned  ground  chiefs.  These 
chiefs  led  their  people  for  several  years,  acting  as  nearly  as  possible 
as  despot  mayors  of  the  several  communities. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Dames  Hilderbrand,  Dick  Pickup  and  Ned 
Blackfox,  a new  organization  was  begun.  It  functioned  under  the  title 
of  Keetoowah  Society  and  relied  heavily  upon  the  1905  charter  of 
incorporation,  even  though  the  Keetoowah  Society  proper  continued  to 
function  as  a non-political,  spiritual  society  in  Sequoyah  County  with 
Stoke  Smith  as  chief. 

After  the  passage  of  the  Indian  Reorganization  Act  in  1934  and 
subsequently,  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Welfare  Act  in  1936,  Dick  Pickup 
brought  together  the  leaders  of  the  numerous  Keetoowah  branches  at 
Tahlequah.  After  lengthy  discussion,  a vote  was  taken  to  unite  the 
fractured  society  under  one  chief  and  officially  petition  Congress  for 
Tribal  recognition  under  the  laws.  Only  one  chief  refused  to 
participate.  Stoke  Smith,  leader  of  the  Keetoowah  Society  proper, 
refused  because  the  new  organization  had  politics  as  its  main  concern. 
Stoke  Smith  did  not,  however  prevent  members  of  his  society  from  joining 
the  new  organization. 

Duly  organized  and  ready  to  ask  for  federal  recognition,  a debate 
ensued  over  what  to  call  the  organization.  All  present  were  Keetoowah 
and  wanted  the  name  to  reflect  that.  It  was  decided  that  because  the 
group  had  been  brought  together  and  in  effect  united,  the  name  United 
Keetoowah  Society  was  selected.  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  in 
Washington  D.C.  had  some  problem  with  extending  federal  recognition  to  a 
"society"  and  proposed  the  present  name  of  United  Keetoowah  Band  of 
Cherokee  Indians  in  Oklahoma.  The  name  was  accepted  and  application  was 
made  for  formal  recognition  of  the  UKB. 

Recognition  of  the  UKB  did  not  come  easily.  There  was  some  difficulty 
with  the  re-establishing  a government  for  the  Cherokees  because  of 
residual  recognition  of  the  old  Cherokee  Nation  government  through  the 
appointment  of  the  Principal  Chiefs  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Congress,  however,  was  able  to  overcome  any  reservations  it  had 
and  extended  federal  recognition  to  the  United  Keetoowah  Band  of 
Cherokee  Indians  in  Oklahoma  in  1949. 

The  rest  is  history. 
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SUMMARY  AND  UPDATE 

The  Original  CRAZY  HORSE  MALT  LIQUOR  Case 
In  the  ROSEBUD  SIOUX  TRIBAL  COURT 
Jurisdiction  on  Appeal  to  the  8th  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 

HORNELL  BREWING  CO. , INC.,  D/B/A,  FEROLITO,  VULTAGGIO  & SONS;  THE  G. 
HEILEMAN  BREWING  CO.,  INC.,  AND  JOHN  FEROLITO  AND  DON  VULTAGGIO, 
INDIVIDUALLY, PLAINTIFFS/APPELLEES, 

VS. 

THE  ROSEBUD  SIOUX  TRIBAL  COURT ; STANLEY  WHITING,  PRO-TEM  TRIBUNAL  JUDGE; 
SETH  H.  BIG  CROW,  SR.  AS  ADMINISTRATOR  OF  THE  ESTATE  OF  TASUNKE  WITKO,  A.K.A 
CRAZY  HORSE,  ET  AL. DEFENDANTS/APPELLANTS. 

[8  USCA  No.  97-1242SDP/1243SDP//Cross  Appeal  No.  97-1244SDP] 

BACKGROUND 

On  March  17,  1992,  the  makers  of  Arizona  Iced  Tea  (Ferolito,  Vultaggio  & 
Sons,  dba  Hornell  Brewing  Company,  and  the  G.  Heileman  Brewing  Company), 
produced  a fortified  alcohol  beverage  called:  "The  Original  Crazy  Horse 
Malt  Liquor"  that  has  been  primarily  marketed  to  young  urban  men  of  color. 
Despite  some  18  months  of  protests  by  Indian  Tribes,  churches,  activists, 
and  a failed  federal  attempt  prohibiting  the  Bureau  of  Alcohol,  Tobacco 
and  Firearms  from  issuing  a Certificate  Of  Label  Approval,  the  Brewers 
expanded  sales  --  reportedly  selling  over  one  million  cases  of  the  malt 
liquor  in  the  first  year  alone  --  from  14  to  over  40  states. 

Several  states,  including  Washington,  Nebraska  and  Minnesota,  have  taken 
action  to  oppose  the  use  of  this  patently  offensive  label  within  their 
borders.  The  Washington  State  Liquor  Control  Board's  prohibition  was  not 
challenged,  Nebraska  sought  and  received  voluntary  compliance  from  liquor 
distributors,  and  Minnesota's  legislation  was  overturned  by  the  state's 
appellate  court  on  an  appeal  from  the  Minnesota  chapter  of  the  ACLU. 

In  The  ROSEBUD  SIOUX  TRIBAL  COURT 

In  August  1993,  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko  (representing  descendant 
families  from  Rosebud,  Pine  Ridge  and  Cheyenne  River  Reservations  in  South 
Dakota)  filed  a complaint  with  affidavits  in  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Court 
entitled:  IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE  ESTATE  OF  TASUNKE  WITKO  (Crazy  Horse)  vs. 
Heileman,  Hornell,  Ferolito,  Vultaggio  & Sons,  and  John  Ferolito  and  Don 
Vultaggio,  citing  five  causes  of  action:  1)  Defamation  of  the  spirit  under 
Lakota  law,  2)  Negligent  and  intentional  infliction  of  emotional  distress, 
and  violations  of  3)  Estate's  publicity  rights  under  Lakota  law,  2)  the 
federal  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act  and  5)  the  federal  Lanham  Act. 

In  October,  1993,  the  Brewers  filed  a motion  to  dismiss  filed  in  Tribal 
Court  for  lack  of  personal  and  subject  matter  jurisdiction.  After  a 
hearing  in  Duly,  1994,  in  which  affidavits  and  arguments  were  submitted, 
the  Tribal  Court  recognized  the  Estate's  tribal  right  of  publicity,  but 
held  that  it  lacked  jurisdiction  in  this  matter,  under  Montana  v.  United 
States.  In  January  1995,  Estate  appealed  the  dismissal  to  the  Rosebud 
Sioux  Supreme  Court. 

In  the  ROSEBUD  SIOUX  SUPREME  COURT 

In  Dune  1996,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Supreme  Court  issued  a preliminary 
ruling  on  Estate's  appeal  of  decision  on  motion  to  dismiss.  It  held  that 
the  Estate  had  established  a prima  facie  case  for  jurisdiction  and 
remanded  the  case  back  to  the  Tribal  Court  for  a "prompt  trial  on  the 
merits"  acknowledging  that  proper  jurisdiction,  of  course,  would  have  to 
be  established,  perhaps  in  an  evidentiary  hearing  in  the  Tribal  Court. 

The  Rosebud  Sioux  Supreme  Court  also  denied  the  Estate  standing  to  bring 
any  claims  under  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act,  interpreting  the  federal 
law  as  providing  standing  only  to  the  U.S.  Attorney  General  or  a federally 
recognized  Indian  tribe  to  bring  suit  under  the  statute. 

On  Remand  to  the  TRIBAL  TRIAL  COURT 

In  Duly  1996,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe  petitioned  to  join  the  lawsuit  as 
a co-plaintiff  on  behalf  of  itself  and  the  Estate  in  the  bringing  of 
causes  of  action  under  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act. 


Into  FEDERAL  DISTRICT  COURT 

In  Duly  1996,  Breweries  claimed  to  have  exhausted  their  tribal  court 
remedies  as  required  under  federal  law,  and  filed  for  "judicial  review"  of 
the  Rosebud  Sioux  Supreme  Court  decision  in  the  Federal  District  Court  in 
Pierre,  SD,  [CIV.  No.  96-3028].  The  Breweries  also  asked  the  District 
Court  to  restrain  and  enjoin  the  Tribal  Court  from  proceeding  in  this 
matter. 

The  Breweries  sought  a federal  determination  that  the  Tribal  Court 
has  NO  DURISDICTION  to  hear  the  case,  and  a preliminary  injunction, 
claiming  likelihood  of  the  success  on  the  issue  of  lack  of  jurisdiction. 
They  maintained  that  simply  by  proceeding  in  a Tribal  Court  trial  they 
would  suffer  irreparable  harm  in  the  nature  of  unrecoverable  litigation 
costs  and  unspecified  constitutional  harms. 

The  Breweries  filed  against  the  Estate,  the  Tribal  Court  and  the 
Tribal  Trial  Court  Dudge,  but  did  not  include  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe 
which  had  been  granted  status  as  a co-plaintiff  in  the  Tribal  Court. 

DISTRICT  COURT'S  ORDER: 

In  November  1996,  the  Federal  District  Court  held  a telephonic  hearing, 
and  in  December  1996  issued  an  order  which: 

1)  Found  that  the  Brewers  did  NOT  EXHAUST  tribal  court  remedies; 

2)  Remanded  the  case  back  to  the  Tribal  Court  for  an  evidentiary 
hearing  on  jurisdiction. 

3)  Restrained  the  Tribal  Court  from  holding  anything  but  an  evidentiary 
hearing  on  jurisdiction,  i.e.  NO  FULL  TRIAL  ON  THE  MERITS. 

4)  Held  that  Brewers  had  shown  a LIKELIHOOD  OF  SUCCESS  on  lack  of 
subject  matter  jurisdiction,  even  though  the  Court  erroneously  failed  to 
addressed  the  "valid  tribal  interests"  of  the  Indian  parties  and  never 
addressed  the  DIRECT  involvement  of  the  Rosebud  Tribe  as  a PARTY. 

5)  Reasoned  that  subjecting  the  Brewers  to  a Tribal  Court  trial  would 
amount  to  irreparable  harm,  in  that,  should  they  ultimately  win  in  Tribal 
Court  or  have  the  federal  court  overturn  a Tribal  Court  decision  in  favor 
of  the  Estate,  the  Brewers  would  likely  face  unrecoverable  litigation 
costs,  along  with  unspecified  violations  of  their  constitutional  rights. 

ON  APPEAL  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  COURT  OF  APPEALS  FOR  THE  8TH  CIRCUIT 

Each  side  has  appealed  to  the  Eighth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals. 

ESTATE  AND  TRIBAL  COURT  Argue: 

The  Estate  and  Tribal  Court  appealed  the  Federal  District  Court's 
restraining  order  and  injunction,  arguing: 

First,  the  District  Court's  ruling  violated  the  law  of  the  8th  Circuit 
with  regard  to  the  proper  federal/tribal  procedural  interface,  in  that 
once  "lack  of  exhaustion  of  tribal  court  remedies"  is  found,  the  Federal 
Court  must  "stay  its  hand"  and,  therefore,  should  not  restrain  the  Tribal 
Court  from  proceeding  to  a full  trial  on  the  merits. 

Second,  even  if  the  8th  Circuit  finds  no  such  violation,  the  District 
Court  erred  in  granting  a preliminary  injunction,  particularly  in  this 
case  because  it  erroneously  held  there  was  a likelihood  of  success  of  the 
Brewers  proving  a lack  of  subject  matter  jurisdiction.  The  Estate  and  the 
Tribal  Court  maintain  that  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Court  has  adequate,  if 
not  exclusive,  subject  matter  jurisdiction  in  a case  involving  the  descent 
and  appropriation  of  cultural  property  rights  belonging  to  an  Indian 
person's  estate  located  on  an  Indian  Reservation. 

Finally,  the  District  Court  erroneously  held  that  the  Brewers  would  be 
irreparably  harmed,  through  supposedly  unrecoverable  litigation  costs  and 
unspecified  violation  of  their  Constitutional  rights,  by  the  allowance  of 
even  concurrent  proceedings  in  Tribal  Court. 

1)  The  mere  costs  of  litigation,  even  if  unrecoverable,  clearly  do  not 
amount  to  irreparable  harm. 

2)  To  date,  the  Breweries  have  simply  not  suffered  any  real  or  imagined 
violations  of  their  constitutional  rights.  Further,  they  always  would 
have  full  opportunity  to  seek  federal  review  of  a Tribal  Court  judgment  as 
to  any  violation  of  constitutional  rights  prior  to  any  enforcement  action 


taken  on  a Tribal  Court  judgment. 


BREWING  COMPANIES  Argue: 

The  Brewers  contend  that  having  gone  to  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Supreme  Court 
on  a preliminary  procedural  appeal  of  their  motion  to  dismiss  exhausts 
their  tribal  court  remedies.  They  insist  that  the  Federal  District  Court 
was  wrong  in  finding  that  Tribal  Court  remedies  were  not  exhausted. 

Further,  the  Brewers  contend  that  under  State  v.  A-l  Contractors  (a  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  decision  denying  tribal  court  jurisdiction  to  hear  a civil 
tort  claims  case  between  two  non-Indian  parties  arising  from  an  automobile 
accident  on  a state  highway  in  a reservation),  that  the  Rosebud  Tribal 
Court  has  no  jurisdiction  over  them  or  their  appropriation  of  intangible 
Indian  property  rights  and  thus  it  should  be  barred  from  ever  hearing  this 
case. 

ROSEBUD  SIOUX  TRIBE  Files  as  Amicus: 

The  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribe,  which  is  a co-plaintiff  in  the  Tribal  Court 
action  but  has  been  ignored  by  the  Brewers  in  their  federal  lawsuit,  has 
filed  as  an  Amicus  in  the  8th  Circuit  appeal.  The  Tribe  argues  the  proper 
reach  of  Montana  v.  U.S.  and  underscores  both  the  valid  tribal  interests 
and  adequate  subject  matter  jurisdiction  in  this  case  under  both  tribal 
law  and  federal  law. 

ORAL  ARGUMENT  in  the  8TH  CIRCUIT  Set  for  November 

The  issues  have  been  fully  briefed  and  oral  argument  is  set  for  November 
17th  in  St.  Paul,  MN.  The  argument  is  open  to  the  public  at  the  Federal 
Court  Flouse  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

For  More  Information  Contact: 

Phyllis  Tousey  Frederick  or  Yolanda  Maya 
Crazy  Florse  Defense  Project  (CFIDP) 

c/o  Neighborhood  Dustice  Center  Phone:  612-222-4703 

500  Laurel  Avenue  FAX:  612-222-0931 

St.  Paul,  MN  55102  e-mail:  CHDP  MN@aol.com 

"RE : why  the  Crazy  Horse  Malt  Liquor  Case  is  Important"  

Date:  Mon,  3 Nov  1997  16:18:42  -0800  (PST) 

From:  CHDPMN@aol.com 

Sub j : Implications  of  Crazy  Horse  Case 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

WHY  IS  THE  "CRAZY  HORSE  MALT  LIQUOR"  CASE 
IMPORTANT  FOR  INDIAN  TRIBES  AROUND  THE  COUNTRY? 

On  November  17,  1997,  in  the  federal  courthouse  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
attorneys  for  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Court,  the  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko 
[Crazy  Horse]  and  the  Arizona  Beverage  companies  [Hornell  Brewing  Company, 
G.  Heileman  Brewing  Company,  and  Ferolito,Vultaggio  and  Sons]  will  argue 
whether  or  not  the  Estate's  lawsuit  against  the  brewers  should  be  heard  in 
the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Court. 

The  oral  arguments  will  begin  at  9:00  A.M.  For  one  hour,  these  parties 
will  argue  the  meaning  of  exhaustion  of  tribal  court  remedies,  the 
jurisdiction  of  a tribal  court  to  establish  and  abide  by  its  own  procedure, 
the  extent  to  which  a District  Court  may  restrain  a tribal  court's  actions, 
and  why  it  is  appropriate  for  the  Rosebud  Court  to  hear  this  case. 

Since  filing  its  complaint  in  August  25,  1993,  the  Estate  of  Tasunke 
Witko  has  sought  to  hold  the  makers  of  "The  Original  Crazy  Horse  Malt 
Liquor"  accountable  for  their  outrageous  conduct  in  the  Rosebud  Sioux 
Tribal  Court.  For  the  past  four  years,  the  Estate  has  battled  the  Arizona 
Beverage  companies  over  whether  the  Tribal  Court  has  adjudicatory 
jurisdiction  in  this  matter.  Tribal  court  adjudicatory  jurisdiction  is 
the  power  or  authority  of  the  tribal  court  to  hear  a case. 

Tribal  Court  jurisdiction  over  this  case  is  important  both  for  this  case, 
in  particular,  and  for  the  more  general  authority  of  tribal  courts 


nationwide.  As  we  have  seen  in  recent  years,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has 
begun  to  narrow  the  jurisdiction  of  tribal  courts  with  respect  to  non- 
Indians.  Most  recently  in  State  v.  A-l  Contractors,  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  took  its  holding  in  Montana  v.  U.S.,  which  limited  tribal 
regulatory  jurisdiction  over  non-Indians,  and  directly  applied  it  to 
tribal  adjudicatory  jurisdiction. 

What  is  the  Estate's  lawsuit  about? 

In  this  case,  the  Estate  of  Tasunke  Witko  opposes  the  taking  of  the 
Crazy  Horse  name  for  use  by  non-Indian  brewers  off  the  reservation.  The 
right  to  control  the  use  a person's  name  or  image  in  commerce  is  called 
the  "right  of  publicity".  The  publicity  right  is  an  intangible  property 
right  held  by  the  person,  or  by  his  estate  on  behalf  of  his  descendants  or 
relations,  for  the  exclusive  control  of  the  name  or  image  in  commerce. 

The  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Court  has  ruled  that  the  Estate  holds  the 
publicity  right  in  this  case. 

Valid  tribal  and  Indian  interests  are  at  stake  in  here  in  setting 
precedent  in  Indian  Country  for  the  location  of  such  intangible 
intellectual  property  rights  on  the  reservation. 

Why  should  the  Tribal  Court  hear  this  case? 

The  Estate's  lawsuit  raises  several  causes  of  action  specific  to  and 
dependent  upon  interpretations  of  tribal  customary  law  (Lakol  Wo'ope) 
which  have  not  been  previously  decided.  Only  a tribal  court,  and  not  a 
state  or  federal  court,  should  make  determinations  on  the  laws  of  the 
tribe  in  a case  of  first  impression.  Further,  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal 
law  provides  for  "long  arm"  jurisdiction  to  the  fullest  extent  of  due 
process,  so  it  has  legal  authority  to  pursue  non-Indians  located  off  the 
reservation  for  cause  of  action  arising  or  committed  on  the  reservation. 

What  would  a favorable  decision  do  for  tribe's  nationwide? 

A favorable  decision  in  this  case  will  allow  tribal  courts  nationwide  to 
serve  as  the  appropriate  court  to  protect  the  intangible  property  rights 
of  their  tribes  and  their  members  from  being  used  without  permission  of 
those  involved. 

Why  is  having  the  trial  on  the  Rosebud  Reservation  important? 

The  Rosebud  Sioux  Indian  Reservation  is  the  home  of  the  Sicangu  or  Brule 
Band  of  Lakota.  This  is  the  band  of  Spotted  Tail,  who  was  Crazy  Horse's 
maternal  uncle.  In  1877,  Crazy  Horse  had  gone  to  live  with  his  mother's 
relatives  among  Spotted  Tail's  band  when  he  was  killed  at  Fort  Robinson. 

Holding  the  trial  of  the  brewers  who  are  abusing  his  name  at  Rosebud  will 
maximize  the  participation  of  family  and  tribal  members  in  the 
proceedings  at  the  least  expense.  Family  members  on  the  Rosebud,  Pine 
Ridge  and  Cheyenne  River  Sioux  Reservation,  and  elsewhere  in  South  Dakota, 
would  have  convenient  access  to  Rosebud  and  could  stay  with  relatives  and 
friends,  rather  than  have  to  travel  to  more  distant  courts  in  New  York  or 
elsewhere. 

Widespread  interest  and  the  participation  and  testimony  of  tribal  elders 
with  regard  to  the  tribal  customary  laws  (Lakol  Wo'ope)  is  an  important 
part  of  the  Estate's  lawsuit.  Holding  the  trial  in  the  Rosebud  Sioux 
Tribal  Court  would  be  far  more  comfortable  and  convenient  for  such 
participation,  and  far  less  costly  than  holding  the  trial  outside  of 
Lakota  country. 

How  does  this  case  bring  respect  for  Tribal  Court  procedures? 

The  District  Court  in  South  Dakota  has  found  that  the  brewing  companies 
have  failed  to  exhaust  their  tribal  court  remedies.  This  means  that  the 
brewers  must  first  go  through  the  appropriate  tribal  court  procedures. 
However,  the  District  Court  placed  an  injunction  and  restraining  order  on 
the  Rosebud  Tribal  Court  itself  to  prevent  the  court  from  following  its 
own  procedures  in  determining  whether  there  should  be  a trial.  A 
favorable  decision  from  the  8th  Circuit  would  order  the  District  Court  to 
respect  the  tribal  court's  authority  over  its  own  procedure. 


What  happens  if  the  Tribal  Court  is  not  permitted  to  hear  the  case? 

If  the  federal  courts  prohibit  a tribal  court  from  hearing  this  case, 
the  Estate  would  need  to  bring  lawsuits  in  either  a federal  or  state  court 
where  the  defendant  brewer  companies  are  conducting  business.  This  will 
require  additional  delays  and  extensive  travel  for  the  attorneys,  the 
family,  and  expert  witnesses,  along  with  additional  legal  fees  and  costs 
to  associate  with  local  counsel  in  distant  jurisdictions  and  the  refiling 
of  new  lawsuits. 

Clearly,  this  case  can  be  won  with  the  least  expense  possible  by  having 
the  trial  in  the  Rosebud  Sioux  Tribal  Court. 

How  does  this  case  proceed  in  spirit  of  Crazy  Horse? 

From  the  very  beginning,  the  Lakota  relations  descendant  of  Crazy 
Horse's  family  have  wanted  to  proceed  with  respect  for  the  Spirit  of  Crazy 
Horse  in  the  protection  of  his  name,  reputation  and  spirit.  One  of  the 
causes  of  action  in  this  case  is  defamation  of  the  spirit  under  Lakota  law. 

Further,  recognizing  that  Crazy  Horse  himself  never  fought  outside  of 
this  Lakota  homeland  and  that  he  only  fought  in  defense  of  his  Lakota 
people  and  culture,  the  Estate  has  proceeded  in  a tribal  court  on  a Lakota 
reservation  and  has  moved  under  Lakota  customary  law,  as  well  as 
appropriate  federal  law. 

The  public  is  welcome  to  come  and  listen  to  the  oral  argument  in  this 
precedent-setting  Indian  law  case  at  9:00  A.M.  on  Monday,  November  17th, 
in  the  federal  courthouse  on  Roberts  Street,  St  Paul,  MN. 

Show  your  support  for  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse. 

Contact  the  Crazy  Horse  Defense  Project:  612/222-4703 
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Hopi  center  designed  as  education  tool 
Resort  offers  Southwest  history  101 

Mona  Reeder/The  Arizona  Republic 

Dolls  like  this  one  made  by  Rod  Tsongomoki  Davis  (right)  for  his  children 
are  on  display  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  Scottsdale's  new  Hopi  Learning  Center. 

By  Ken  Western 
The  Arizona  Republic 
Oct.  26,  1997 

Bill  Eider-Orley  delights  in  promoting  his  resort's  star  attractions : fine 
restaurants,  a championship  golf  course  and  a 2 1/2-acre  water  playground 
with  a sand  beach. 

But  his  pride  and  joy  as  general  manager  of  the  Hyatt  Regency  Scottsdale 
isn't  any  of  these  big-ticket  amenities.  It's  a combination  museum, 
library  and  learning  center  - something  not  ordinarily  found  at  a luxury 
resort . 

Dust  off  the  lobby,  the  Hyatt  has  quietly  opened  the  Hopi  Learning 
Center  to  help  visitors  better  understand  Hopi  history,  culture  and 
teachings . 

The  undertaking  reflects  Eider-Orley ' s long  interest  in  Native  American 
cultures  and  a desire  to  bring  more  of  the  Southwest  to  his  guests  - 20 
percent  of  whom  are  foreigners  - and  other  visitors. 

Mona  Reeder/The  Arizona  Republic 

Rod  Tsongomoki  Davis'  family  members  also  create  traditional  Hopi  crafts, 
such  as  this  not-yet-finished  wood  carving  on  display  at  the  Hopi  Learning 
Center. 

The  small  learning  center  provides  the  Hopi  a way  to  tell  their  story 
without  it  being  interpreted  by  outsiders,  Eider-Orley  said. 

Staffed  by  three  Hopi  cultural  interpreters,  the  center  features 


photographs  of  Hopi  life  and  display  cases  with  pottery,  baskets,  Kachina 
dolls,  clothing,  silver  jewelry,  toys  and  other  items. 

The  interpreters  are  on  hand  from  9 a.m.  to  7 p.m.  daily  to  talk  about 
the  Hopi  life  and  answer  questions. 

"This  is  for  people  who  don't  have  time  to  visit  a museum  or  take  a trip 
to  the  reservation  to  see  some  of  the  ancient  ruins  and  sites,"  said  Rod 
Tsongomoki  Davis,  a 34-year-old  Hopi  who  serves  as  a cultural  interpreter 
at  the  learning  center. 

"It's  also  to  give  inspiration  to  those  who  didn't  know  they  might  want 
to  see  these  places  and  learn  more." 

The  Hopi  traditionally  have  lived  in  12  villages  on  three  mesas,  called 
First,  Second  and  Third  Mesas,  in  the  high  arid  desert  of  northeastern 
Arizona.  The  Old  Oraibi  community  lays  claim  to  being  the  oldest 
continuously  inhabited  community  in  America,  having  been  established  300 
years  before  Columbus  arrived. 

Nearly  70  percent  of  the  10,000  Hopi  live  on  the  reservation,  where  many 
still  pursue  traditional  ways  and  grow  corn. 

The  reservation  is  worlds  apart  from  Scottsdale,  an  affluent,  fast- 
growing city  that  Eider-Orley  and  many  others  in  the  tourism  industry  fear 
is  losing  its  southwestern  flavor. 

"This  is  a vanishing  story,"  Eider-Orley  said.  The  community  has  "never 
embraced  something  that  is  so  important  to  the  visitor." 

Scottsdale  losing  allure 

As  subdivision  after  subdivision  with  red-tile  roofs  spring  up  and  the 
city's  main  streets  become  more  congested,  Scottsdale  loses  a little  more 
of  its  allure  to  visitors  who  want  to  experience  the  West  and  enjoy  the 
pristine  desert  and  blue  sky,  tourism  advocates  say. 

They  fear  that  more  and  more  potential  visitors  will  opt  to  vacation  in 
New  Mexico  or  some  other,  less-developed  part  of  the  West. 

Mona  Reeder/The  Arizona  Republic 

Lance  Polingyouma  will  be  giving  tours,  seminars  and  classes  as  part  of 
the  offerings  of  the  new  Hopi  Learning  Center. 

Rachel  Sacco,  director  of  Scottsdale's  tourism  bureau,  said  there  is 
increasing  concern  about  the  impact  of  growth  on  the  Valley's  multibillion 
dollar  tourism  industry  and  whether  the  area  can  still  deliver  the  western 
experience  that  many  visitors  are  seeking. 

"Visitors,  by  and  large,  are  very  pleased  with  the  experience  they  have, 
Sacco  said.  "But  we  really  want  to  make  sure  we're  taking  care  of  what's 
important  about  our  destination.  One  thing  that  has  everybody  in  this 
industry  concerned,  and  perhaps  united,  is  a fear  of  what  the  future  will 
hold  if  we're  not  able  to  deliver  what  has  made  us  special." 

Better  serving  tourists 

Beyond  working  to  preserve  the  best  of  the  Southwest,  resorts  and  other 
tourism  businesses  also  need  to  look  at  ways  their  properties  can  better 
serve  tourists,  Eider-Orley  said. 

"Resorts  always  think  a good  swimming  pool  complex  is  what  makes  them 
successful,"  he  said.  "I  can't  deny  that  I like  my  pools,  but  if  we 
concentrate  on  the  pools  and  forget  the  story  of  the  destination,  we  lose 
the  very  thing  that  made  people  want  to  come  in  the  first  place." 

The  role  of  Native  Americans  is  also  an  important  of  the  program  at 
Enchantment  Resort  near  Sedona. 

For  the  past  seven  years,  Uqualla,  a Havasupai,  has  been  a "cultural 
ambassador"  for  Enchantment,  leading  nature  walks  and  recounting 
traditional  Havasupai  stories. 

The  162-room  resort  is  tucked  away  in  the  red  rock  walls  of  Boynton 
Canyon,  where  numerous  hiking  trails  lead  to  Indian  ruins  and  caves.  The 
area  is  considered  sacred  ground  by  the  Navajo,  the  Hopi,  Yavapai-Apache 
and  other  Native  Americans. 

Development  of  the  Hopi  Learning  Center  at  the  Hyatt  grew  out  of  a 
meeting  a few  years  ago  between  Eider-Orley  and  Vernon  Masayesva,  Hopi 
tribal  chairman  from  1990  to  1994. 


Connecting  old,  modern 


"His  thoughts  were  that  maybe  we  could  do  something  together,  so  that 
the  old  ways  could  connect  to  some  modern  things,"  Eider-Orley  said.  "I 
promised  we  would  never  compromise  their  culture.  Commercial  enterprises 
are  fine,  but  what  you  risk  is  trivializing  the  culture." 

Although  the  Hyatt  contacted  the  Heard  Museum  and  Museum  of 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  AISESnet  & Innu-L  lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  NASC  News;  UUCP  email; 
Newsgroup:  alt. native;  NetWarriors 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  know  my  race  must  change.  We  cannot  hold  our  own  with  the  white  men 
as  we  are.  We  only  ask  an  even  chance  to  live  as  other  men.  We  ask  to 
be  recognized  as  men.  We  ask  that  the  same  law  shall  work  alike  on  all 
men.  If  an  Indian  breaks  the  law,  punish  him  by  the  law.  If  a white 
man  breaks  the  law,  punish  him  also. 

Chief  Joseph,  Nez  Perce 

+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 

I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

j t 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  I 
t of  the  Republic  ( 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 
j Choctaw  Confederacies,  J 

t as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


I so  that  my  forefathers  j 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

There  is  a great  deal  of  this  issue  devoted  to  events  that  now  tear  at 
the  Osage  Nation.  I strongly  recommend  you  read  it  all  carefully.  It  is 
the  blueprint  to  yet  another  answer  to  the  "Indian  Question". 

Last  issue  included  an  article  describing  how  many  who  _should_  belong 
to  some  tribes  are  now  disenfranchised.  Only  recently  the  Eastern  Band 
of  Cherokee  had  a "house  cleaning",  with  the  approval  of  the  BIA  and  many 
families  that  had  lived  within  the  Qualla  Boundary  no  longer  can. 

We  are  letting  the  dominant  society  dictate  who  among  us  is  Native  and 
who  among  us  deserves  tribal  enrollment;  and  very  quickly  we  are  becoming 
a "last  bottle"  club.  As  each  generation  is  reduced  by  who  may  or  may  not 
belong,  every  Tribal  Nation  is  reduced  in  size  until  each  falls  below  a 
magic  number  required  to  be  recognized.  If  this  continues  much  longer  the 
last  issue  if  this  newsletter  will  have  but  one  article... 

"Will  the  Last  Real  Indian  Please  Guard  the  Sacred  Fire?". 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


This  letter  (with  a few  changes  to  protect  privacy)  was  written  by  my  wife 
and  sent  to  a young  woman  who  wrote  an  editorial  in  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh's  student  paper  in  opposition  to  a student  attempting  to  change 
the  University's  policy  that  prohibits  his  smudging  in  his  dorm  room. 

Among  her  justifications  was  an  incident  last  year  where  alleged  burning 
of  incense  started  a room  fire.  An  elder,  after  reading  Janet's  letter, 
felt  it  was  a thing  that  should  be  shared  with  the  readers  of  this 
newsletter  because  it  speaks  so  strongly  to  what  we,  as  protectors  and 
carriers  of  our  traditions,  struggle  against  every  day.  I agree. 


You  accuse  a fellow  student  of  insensitivity  to  the  danger  he  poses 
to  others  by  persisting  in  attempts  to  be  allowed  to  smudge  and  pray 
in  the  Lakota  way.  I accuse  you  of  rushing  to  judgement  without 
knowing  the  person  you  judge,  without  knowing  any  Lakota,  and 
without  even  taking  the  time  to  know  exactly  what  smudging  is  or  why 
it  is  done. 

I accuse  you  of  hypocrisy.  You  pose  a greater  risk  to  your 
classmates  than  smudging  poses  every  time  you  iron  a dress  or  dry 
your  hair.  Certainly  I know  you  risk  the  lives  of  strangers  every 
time  you  get  behind  the  wheel  of  a car.  How  insensitive  of  you. 

For  your  vanity  and  convenience,  you  endanger  others,  yet  you  dare  to 
chastise  another  for  seeking  to  pray  in  a manner  you  fear. 

One  intent  of  the  smoldering  sage  and  cedar  is  to  purify  an  area  so 
that  prayers  may  be  offered  in  a spiritually  clean  place,  and  to 
purify  a person,  to  "wash"  from  him  or  her  the  spiritual  "dirt"  that 
has  accumulated  since  the  last  prayer.  It's  absurd  to  claim 
requiring  this  to  be  done  in  a public  place  among  those  who 
are  not  also  spiritual  Lakota  is  reasonable.  Whatever  cleaning 
happened  would  be  immediately  undone.  This  ceremony  is 
traditionally  done  either  in  private  or  among  other  Indians.  It  is 
not  a public  show. 

Do  you  take  a bath  before  you  go  to  Mass?  Put  on  clean,  freshly 
ironed  clothes?  What  if  you  were  forbidden  to  do  this  or  required 
to  bathe  and  dress  on  the  sidewalk  if  you  did  it  at  all?  Well, 
you'd  probably  go  to  Mass  anyway,  but  you'd  feel  dirty  and  it  would 
certainly  have  an  impact  on  your  prayers,  and  thus  your  spiritual 
well-being.  Would  you  attend  Mass  at  the  local  redneck  bar  during 
happy  hour  if  that  were  the  only  place  it  were  being  said? 

Perhaps.  But  what  would  it  do  to  your  soul?  Does  your  soul  matter 
more  than  that  of  others  who  happen  not  to  be  Christian? 

But  that's  absurd,  you  say.  My  bathing  can't  harm  anyone,  but 
smudging  might  cause  a fire.  You're  more  apt  to  set  a fire  ironing 


your  clothes  on  drying  your  hair.  You  clearly  know 
nothing  about  the  process  of  smudging  (just  as  I know  nothing  about 
Catholicism  and  the  relative  importance  of  candles  for  prayer-I  will 
tell  you  that  if  candles  are  important  to  your  spiritual  well  being 
and  if  you  need  to  pray  with  them  in  the  privacy  of  your  room,  then 
you're  no  hero  for  not  standing  for  your  right  to  pray  as  your  faith 
teaches  you) . 

A small  amount  of  sage  and  other  herbs  like  cedar  (the  green  fronds, 
not  the  wood)  or  sweetgrass  are  placed  in  a terra  cotta  bowl  or 
abalone  shell.  The  bowl  or  shell  is  set  on  a trivet  or  some  other 
nonflammable  object  because  the  bowl  bottom  may  get  hot  (sometimes 
does,  sometimes  doesn't.  I've  seen  them  held  in  hand  during  an 
entire  ceremony) . The  herbs  are  lit  causing  a brief  small  flame  that 
immediately  subsides  to  a smolder.  None  of  these  herbs  are 
aggressively  flammable,  and  without  constant  blowing  or  fanning, 
even  the  smolder  will  die  out.  This  is  an  important  point.  At  no 
point  in  the  ceremony  can  attention  be  taken  away  from  the  smudge 
because  if  it  is  for  more  than  a few  seconds,  it'll  go  out 
completely.  There  are  other  reasons  the  smudge  must  be  tended,  but 
for  your  purposes.  I'll  stick  to  the  practical  ones.  If  smudge  is 
left  unattended,  it  won't  be  a fire  hazard;  there  will  be  nothing 
but  cold  dried  greenery  within  a matter  of  seconds. 

Because  it  will  be  attended  constantly  during  the  ceremony  (and  not 
just  set  out  of  the  way  and  ignored),  and  because  the  herbs  don't  flame 
constantly  as  a candle  does,  the  likelihood  of  the  ceremony  causing 
a fire  is  more  than  remote.  Unlike  smoking  cigarettes  or  burning 
incense  or  candles  while  engaged  in  some  other  activity,  Lakota  do 
not  smudge  while  under  the  influence  of  alcohol  or  drugs.  Ask  your  local 
fire  marshall  how  many  times  alcohol  has  played  a role  in  a 
cigarette  fire.  I have  never  heard  of  a single  instance  of  a fire 
caused  by  smudging,  over  the  centuries  in  which  it  has  been  done, 
and  you  cannot  possibly  IMAGINE  the  firetrap  shacks  the 
Lakota  and  other  tribes  live  in  and  smudge  in  every  day. 

A traditional  Lakota  isn't  some  kid  lighting  a "large  amount"  of 
incense.  I'd  love  to  know  that  whole  story.  Do  you  know  why  the  kid 
lit  a "large  amount"  of  incense?  What  was  his  condition  when  he  did 
it?  Forgive  me  if  I suspect  there  may  have  been  something  else  being 
burned  requiring  that  kind  of  odor  masking--something  that  may  have 
contributed  to  the  eventual  fire  a lot  more  than  the  incense. 

You  wonder  why  Indians  are  so  sensitive  about  their  religious 
ceremonies  being  curtailed  over  one  excuse  or  another,  even  if  the 
rationale  appears  valid.  Because  for  years  our  ceremonies  have  been 
suppressed  for  one  trumped  up  reason  or  another.  The  Indians 
have  not  been  free  to  worship  as  they  chose  since  the  first  Spanish 
explorer  set  foot  on  their  lands.  Your  own  "Holy  Fathers"  have  a 
particularly  nasty  history  in  this  regard. 

Were  your  fellow  Catholics  allowed  to  build  a church?  Lakota 
gatherings  for  ceremony  were  illegal  for  years.  Still  today  in  many 
counties  in  South  Dakota,  gatherings  of  more  than  40  Lakota  for 
ceremony  are  illegal  without  the  purchase  of  a special  permit  from 
the  secular  government.  "Public  safety"  is  the  purported  rationale, 
but  nobody  limits  the  number  of  tourists  gawking  at  Mt.  Rushmore. 

Today,  there  are  proposals  before  state  bodies  to  "license"  medicine 
men.  Must  your  Priest  be  licensed  by  the  state?  Would  the  Church 
tolerate  such  an  intrusion?  Was  your  family  allowed  to  teach  you 
your  language,  prayers,  traditions  and  history  as  they  saw  fit?  Has  any 
"missionary"  or  government  official  ever  abducted  children  from  your 
family  (or  your  grandparents ' families)  and  whisked  them  thousands 
of  miles  away  to  a boarding  school  where  they  were  beaten  and 
jailed  in  windowless  stone  dungeons  for  speaking  their  language  and 
practicing  their  beliefs?  Nearly  every  Indian  family  has  at  least 
one  ancestor  who  had  these  experiences.  Some  of  them  are  still 
living.  We  remember  the  abuses,  the  uprootings,  the  stealing  of  our 
ways,  and  we  know  they  may  happen  again  if  we  permit  it. 

My  own  grandmother  deemed  it  necessary  to  deny  she  was  Indian  to  the 


point  that  she  claimed  that  "what  little  blood  there  is"  was  that  of 
an  enemy  tribe.  She  died  with  the  secret  that  she  was  half  Muskogee 
Creek.  Her  own  children  didn't  even  know.  Her  father's  parents 
thought  it  so  important  their  Indian  heritage  be  hidden  that  they  named 
him  after  the  notorious  Indian  hater,  Andrew  lackson.  Why?  Because 
in  Georgia,  until  the  1960s,  an  Indian  could  not  testify  in  court 
against  a white  person.  What  did  that  mean?  It  meant  any  white  man 
could  simply  take  our  home,  our  belongings,  beat  us,  rape  us, 
or  murder  us  to  force  us  from  our  land--and  we  could  not  even  go  to 
court  and  bear  witness  against  him.  It  was  suicide  to  be  openly 
Indian  in  Georgia.  Thus  we  had  to  choose  to  abandon  homes  and  land 
our  families  had  known  for  generations  or  we  relinquished  traditions 
that  had  sustained  us  for  generations.  Some  of  us  pretended  to  be  a 
people  we  were  not.  There  comes  a time  when  a people  say  "no  more" 
to  those  kinds  of  choices.  This  is  that  time. 

There's  a military  base  not  far  from  you  in  Pennsylvania  called 
Carlisle.  In  the  late  1800s  and  early  1900s  it  was  a "model 
boarding  school"  for  Indians.  Some  Sunday,  perhaps  you  ought  to 
visit.  Take  a look  at  the  stockade  where  Revolutionary  war 
prisoners  were  held.  It's  a dank  stone  building  with  no  windows,  so 
grim  the  base  authorities  won't  even  unlock  the  door  and  let  you 
peek  in.  In  the  late  1800s  and  early  1900s  Lakota  children,  some  as 
young  as  4-5  years  old,  were  imprisoned  there  for  speaking 
their  language  or  praying  in  their  own  religion.  Go  visit  the 
museum  and  look  at  the  faces  of  the  children  in  the  photographs. 

Look  at  photos  of  children,  many  of  whom  watched  relatives  being 
massacred  by  U.S.  soldiers,  forced  to  wear  the  same  uniforms 
as  those  soldiers  wore,  forced  to  march  in  military  drills  on  the 
same  training  fields  some  of  those  soldiers  marched.  Visit  the 
cemetery  and  look  at  the  rows  and  rows  of  little  white  tombstones 
with  crosses  on  them.  Tell  me  how  many  "schools"  you've  seen 
requiring  a graveyard  that  size  over  a 40  year  history.  The  dead  are 
all  children--Indian  children.  Then  come  back  and  condemn  the  Lakota 
in  your  midst  for  maintaining  that  denying  him  prayer  in  his  own 
people's  way  is  wrong. 

About  "legitimacy,"  that's  not  a soapbox  you  want  me  on.  I know 
this  young  man  and  I know  his  people.  He's  Lakota.  I was  in  South 
Dakota  last  summer.  I was  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation  and  spoke 
with  Lakota  elders  who  also  clearly  know  him  well.  They  consider 
him  one  of  their  family.  Whose  word  will  you  take  about  whether  he 
is  legitimately  Lakota?  That  of  the  Lakota  elders  who  say  they  are 
his  grandparents?  Or  some  nameless  person  who  claims  "there  may  be 
doubt"  in  the  local  paper?  Even  the  reporter  for  Indian  Country 
Today,  a Lakota  newspaper,  supported  his  claims  to  be  Lakota.  What 
more  do  you  need?  Perhaps  you  need  that  ID  card  that  the  U.S. 
government  decrees  must  "certify"  Indian  people? 

Like  my  husband,  who  has  already  written  you,  I was  recently  granted 
such  certification.  Am  I now  "more  Indian"  than  I was  as  a child? 

Am  I more  Indian  than  I was  last  week?  Would  I be  "less  Indian"  if 
I misplaced  the  card  next  week?  Do  I need  that  card  to  prove  I was 
"born  to"  a particular  spiritual  practice?  Must  you  be  Italian  to 
be  Catholic  (since  that  was  the  country  in  which  the  faith  was 
founded)?  Do  you  want  to  even  have  to  answer  that  question,  or  do 
you  find  it  insufferably  insulting?  Do  you  want  to  have  to  carry  a 
card  signed  by  the  local  Cardinal  attesting  to  your  Catholicism 
to  prove  you  have  a right  to  attend  Mass?  Now  do  you  see  why  such 
questions  are  so  horribly  offensive? 

I'm  sorry  you  feel  endangered  by  smudging.  There  are  many  dangers 
in  your  world,  and  obviously  you  feel  each  one  must  be  removed  from 
everyones'  life  to  guarantee  the  safety  of  all.  I hope  you're  ready 
to  lead  a search  of  your  dorms  to  remove  every  hot  plate,  coffee 
pot,  heater,  fan,  hair  dryer,  electric  blanket  and  iron,  since  I 
believe  your  fire  marshall  will  confirm  that  electrical  appliances 
are  a fire  hazard  and  cause  a substantial  number  of  house  and  other 
building  fires  a year.  In  fact,  I suspect  if  you  compare  the  number 


of  electrical  fires  in  Pittsburgh  resulting  in  death  to  the  number 
of  smudging  fires  in  the  entire  state  of  South  Dakota  resulting  in 
death,  you'll  see  that  appliances  are  FAR  more  dangerous  than 
prayers.  So  your  hair  won't  look  so  nice  and  you'll  have  to  pay  a 
little  extra  to  have  your  clothing  pressed  at  the  local  laundry. 

Isn't  that  a small  price  to  pay  for  your  classmates'  safety? 

Your  letter  was  filled  with  condemnation  and  innuendos  smearing  a man 
whose  prayers  you  do  not  understand.  What  you  may  not  know  is  that 
among  his  prayers,  are  prayers  for  all  the  People.  They  include  you. 
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After  reading  last  week's  trip  report  from  Clay  Watson,  a reader  and 
friend  responded  with  the  following  letter.  I asked  for,  and  was  granted 
permission  to  share  her  letter  with  you.  It  is  my  hope  it  will  awaken 
those  of  you  who  just  haven't  quite  gotten  around  to  helping  the  elders 
and  children  survive  this  winter.  We  MUST  do  it.  The  dominant  society 
will  not,  nor  should  we  even  want  it  to.  We  don't  need  another  damn 
handout . 


Date:  Wed,  05  Nov  1997  13:50:16  -0500 

From:  Philenese  Slaughter  <pslaughter@libsys2.1ib.ou.edu> 

Greetings,  Gary, 

I want  to  tell  you  how  much  the  letter  from  Clay  Watson  touched  my 
heart.  It  is  wonderful  that  he  and  his  young  daughter  could  take  this 
journey  to  distribute  the  items  they  had  collected  for  the  folks  in  the 
Sioux  communities. 

I pray  that  individuals  all  over  North  America  will  take  this  example 
that  you  have  shared  with  us  to  heart.  That  they  will  in  turn  share 
with  the  Elders  and  all  those  in  need  close  to  their  home.  We  need  not 
have  vast  amount  of  goods  to  share  that  Clay  Watson  did  to  be  of  help. 

We  can  take  time  to  help  winterize  one  home.  We  can  make  sure  that 
there  will  be  wood  for  heating  that  home?  We  can  make  sure  that  there 
is  sufficient  food  and  personal  supplies  for  that  home?  We  can  gift 
that  home  with  our  company  and  love  and  laughter  . . . share  of 
ourselves?  Warm  clothing,  pre-paid  phone  cards,  postage  stamps  and 
stationery,  the  list  of  opportunity  is  endless. 

Our  Elders  and  families  in  need  can  be  found  all  across  the  continent. 
My  heart  says  that  we  need  to  look  close  to  home  and  make  sure  our  own 
needy  are  helped  as  well.  We  need  to  follow  the  wonderful  example  set 
for  us  by  Clay  Watson, 
wado, 
tr 

Philenese  Slaughter 

University  of  Oklahoma  Libraries 

Serials  Acquisitions 

VOICE:  (405)  325-2142 

FAX:  (405)  325-1893 

pslaughter@libsys2.lib.ou.edu 


The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 


For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 


David  Swallow  or  Gerald  Ice 
% Gerald  ice 
P.O.  Box  199 
Wounded  Knee,  SD  57794 

Or.  . . 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.O.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. THOMAS_:+@ALBANY. VA.GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

This  next  is  a wonderful  organization  I am  ashamed  to  say  I forgot  to 
include: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 
Mountain  Light  Center 
PO  Box  241 
Taos  NM  87571 


TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 


From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland j FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

904-736-8050  770-258-1536 


I am  collecting  for  the  Cherokee  N.C.  Rez  and  south  FI.  When  they  call  me 
and  request  it.  Thank  You  Lone  Wolf 


From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain .org> 

Direct  Relief  International  provides  medical-related  items,  but  requires 
paperwork/assessment  well  in  advance  of  the  emergency. 

Tribes  can  call: 

Laura  Carlos 

805-730-8610  or  voice  message  964-4767;  fax  681-4838. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Include  some  name/info  for  me  to  verify 
where  gifts  will  be  sent  and  how.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow, 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 
In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 


11.16.1974  Delphine  Crow  Dog  - sister  of  AIM  spiritual  leader 
Leonard  Crow  Dog.  Beaten  by  BIA  police  and  left  lying 
in  a field.  Died  from  "exposure." 

No  investigation. 

11.20.1974  Elaine  Wagner  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 
"person  or  persons  unknown." 

No  investigation. 

11.20.1973  Allison  Fast  Horse  - AIM  supporter  shot  to  death  near 
Pine  Ridge  by  "unknown  assailants." 

No  investigation. 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : Wyandot  Nation  Chief  Dies"  

Date:  Tue,  11  Nov  1997  11:16:38  -0500 
From:  "D. English"  <denglish@sfo.com> 

Sub j : Wyandot  Nation  Chief  George  Zane  Dies  at  age  75 

UUCP  email 

From  the  Kansas  City  Star  Tuesday  Nov.  11,  1997 
Chief  of  Wyandot  tribe  dies 
by  Rick  Aim  Staff  Writer 

George  D.  Zane  Jr.  a longtime  Chief  and  elder  of  the  Wyandot  Nation  of 
Kansas  died  Sunday  at  the  University  of  Kansas  Medical  Center.  He  was  75. 

A lifelong  resident  of  Kansas  City  Kan.  Zane  led  a fight  in  the  late 
1950's  against  the  sale  of  the  tribe's  historic  cemetery  in  downtown 
Kansas  City  Kan.,  by  the  Wyandotte  Tribe  of  Oklahoma. 

Those  sister  branches  of  the  tribe  are  again  at  odds  over  the  cemetery, 
with  the  Oklahoma  Wyandottes  recently  proposing  to  build  and  operate  a 
high-stakes  bingo  parlor  on  the  two-acre  cemetery  grounds. 

"He  was  very  distressed  by  the  actions  of  the  tribe  in  Oklahoma,"  said 
lan  English,  of  Prairie  Village  who  succeeded  Zane  as  Chief  last  year. 

"He  was  a plain  spoken  man,  but  a man  of  integrity.  We're  going  to  miss 
him  a great  deal." 

Services  are  set  for  9:30  a.m.  Wednesday  at  St.  John  the  BAptist 
Catholic  Church  in  Kansas  City  Kan. 

English  said  Zane  who  was  first  elected  Chief  in  1957  following  the 
death  of  his  father  who  also  was  a chief  had  been  ill. 

Zane  was  a member  of  Hoisting  Engineers  Local  101.  He  leaves  his  wife 
Ann . 

In  1959  Zane  led  a delegation  to  Washington  to  testify  before  Congress 
in  an  effort  to  block  the  Oklahoma  group's  sales  plan.  "Let  the  dead  rest 
in  peace"  he  told  a congressional  committee. 

The  two  tribes  also  clashed  in  the  early  1900' s over  the  Oklahoma 
group's  efforts  starting  around  1906  to  sell  the  Kansas  Cemetery  tract  for 
commercial  purposes. 

The  tribe  which  migrated  to  Kansas  from  Ohio  in  1843  under  treaty  with 
the  U.S.  Government  split  in  1855.  ONe  faction  relocated  to  Oklahoma,  but 
has  successfully  pressed  its  claim  as  the  cemetery's  lawful  heirs.  The 
local  Wyandot  branch  is  challenging  that  claim  in  court. 


CHIEF  GEORGE  D.  (BUD)  ZANE,  age  75  passed  away  Sunday,  November  9,  1997 
at  the  University  of  Kansas  Medical  Center.  Mass  of  Christian  Burial  will 
be  held  at  9:30  am  Wednesday,  November  12  at  St.  John  the  Baptist  Catholic 
Church,  Kansas  City,  Kansas.  Burial  will  follow  in  Maple  Hill  Cemetery 
Kansas  City,  Ks.  Friends  may  call  from  5:00  to  8:00  PM  Tuesday  at  the 
Skradski  Chapel,  340  North  6th  St.  Kansas  City,  Ks. 

George  was  born  in  Kansas  City,  Kansas  on  January  10,  1922  to  Albina 
German  and  George  Zane  Sr.  He  graduated  from  Wyandotte  High  School  in 
1940.  He  served  in  the  Marine  Corp  during  World  War  II  and  was  a lifetime 
member  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign  wars.  He  worked  for  the  Hoisting 
Engineers,  Local  101  for  33  years.  He  served  as  Chief  of  the  Wyandot 
Nation  of  Kansas  for  40  years.  During  his  tenure  he  fought  to  preserve 
the  Huron  Cemetery  and  to  keep  it  from  being  sold  for  commercial  purposes. 

He  also  belonged  to  Eagles  #87. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Anna  L.  Zane,  two  daughters,  Cheryl  Silich 
and  Patricia  White,  two  sisters,  Mary  Jones  and  Betty  Mootz,  two  grandsons, 
, Benjamin  White  and  Martin  White,  a granddaughter  Stacy  Silich  and  a Great 
grandson  Austyn  White. 


RE:  Gang  Warfare  on  Rez's 


Date:  Tue,  11  Nov  1997  01:43:41  -0600 
From:  lozen@concentric.net 
Sub j : Gang  warfare  on  rez's 

UUCP  email 

Tribes  Struggle  With  Violent-Crime  Wave 

American  Indians:  A surge  in  lawlessness  in  the  Navajo  Nation  mirrors  a 
rise  in  homicides  and  sexual  assaults  on  U.S.  reservations  hard-pressed  to 
cope. 

By  LOUIS  SAHAGUN j Times  Staff  Writer 

WINDOW  ROCK,  Ariz.--Only  two  years  ago,  social  worker 

Deannah  Neswood-Gishey ' s neighborhood  on  a hill  overlooking  the  Navajo 
Nation's  tribal  capital  was  peaceful.  Picturesque. 

That  was  before  many  of  the  hogans--the  trailers  and  shacks  surrounding 
her  home  of  30  years--became  turf-war  bunkers  for  gang  members  and  hide- 
outs for  derelicts  who  swill  a toxic  mixture  of  hair  spray  and  water 
called  "ocean." 

"A  teen  in  that  house  was  shot  and  killed  a year  ago  with  a shotgun,  and 
over  there  a gang  member  recently  burned  to  death  in  a Deep  when  a Molotov 
cocktail  backfired,"  said  Neswood-Gishey,  32.  "A  person  in  that  trailer 
was  stabbed  four  months  ago.  . . . Five  young  men  have  committed  suicide 
here  over  the  past  two  years." 

What  is  happening  on  the  nation's  largest  reservation  underscores  a 
tragic  reality  in  many  others  across  the  West:  An  alarming  rise  in  crime-- 
particularly  homicide  and  sexual  assaults  on  minors--is  ripping  apart  the 
things  that  connect  people  with  each  other  and  their  culture. 

The  crime  wave  comes  at  a time  when  Native  Americans- -whose  police, 
investigation  and  detention  services  have  always  lagged  far  behind  this 
country's  poorest  jurisdictions--are  being  blanketed  with  federally  funded 
pilot  programs  to  reduce  social  problems  and  violence. 

So  far,  these  strategies  to  curb  gangs,  substance  abuse,  alcoholism, 
chronic  unemployment  and  abject  poverty  seem  to  have  had  little  effect  on 
crime  trends  that  on  some  reservations  now  rival  those  seen  in  large 
cities . 

Federal  statistics  illustrate  the  stark  contrast  between  public  safety 
throughout  so-called  Indian  Country  and  the  rest  of  the  United  States.  On 
a per-capita  basis,  the  nation's  homicide  rate  dropped  about  22%  from  1992 
to  1996.  During  the  same  period,  homicides  on  reservation  lands  rose  87%. 

On  this  25,000-square-mile  reservation,  which  has  seen  about  75  gangs 
emerge  during  the  past  five  years,  the  murder  rate  has  skyrocketed  to  four 
times  the  national  average--and  nearly  double  the  rate  in  Los  Angeles. 

In  1996,  the  number  of  murders  on  the  Navajo  reservation  soared  to  67, 
far  higher  than  the  average  of  35  per  year  recorded  for  a decade.  This 
year,  the  number  hit  40  by  mid-October  and  was  expected  to  wind  up  in  the 
low  50s. 

The  federal  government  wants  to  help.  President  Clinton  has  directed 
Atty.  Gen.  Danet  Reno  and  Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  to  develop  by 
year's  end  a comprehensive  proposal  to  improve  law  enforcement  and 
criminal  justice  on  reservations. 

"Dust  throwing  money  and  resources  at  them  may  not  be  the  answer,"  said 
Tom  LeClaire,  director  of  the  Dustice  Department's  office  of  tribal 
justice.  "It  may  take  several  types  of  programs  tailored  for  specific 
locations  and  problems  before  we  see  a reversal." 

In  the  meantime,  the  murderers  are  getting  younger  and  the  crimes  more 
brutal  in  this  economically  depressed  reservation  of  165,000  people,  most 
of  them  government  workers,  ranchers  and  welfare  recipients. 

In  December  1996,  two  Shiprock,  N.M.,  teenagers  were  charged  with 
killing  a father  and  son  while  they  slept  in  the  cab  of  an  18-wheeler 
loaded  with  M&Ms.  In  Duly,  a heavy-equipment  operator  found  the  body  of  a 
woman  who  had  been  beaten,  stabbed  to  death  and  then  buried  in  a sand  pit. 
In  August,  a 29-year-old  man  was  slain  with  a pickax  after  an  argument 
over  a $15  oil  change. 

On  Oct.  4,  a 16-year-old  boy  who  had  been  beaten  to  death  with  fists, 
feet  and  possibly  a baseball  bat  was  discovered  only  a few  blocks  from 


Navajo  Police  Department  headquarters . The  boy's  stepfather,  Leroy  Nez,  is 
selling  scraps  of  metal,  wood  and  wire  at  a local  flea  market  to  raise 
money  for  funeral  expenses  that  totaled  $2,625. 

Seated  at  the  dinner  table  in  his  tidy  house  trailer,  the  36-year-old 
equipment  operator  winced  at  the  memory  of  seeing  "my  boy's  bloody  face" 
after  police  found  the  corpse  dumped  beside  a woodpile. 

Wadding  up  a napkin  and  tossing  it  on  his  kitchen  table,  he  said:  "His 
face  looked  like  that.  That's  what  they  did  to  my  boy." 

The  crime  wave  is  stirring  up  a law  enforcement  hornet's  nest  for  the 
319  Navajo  tribal  police  who  patrol  a region  the  size  of  West  Virginia. 
Essentially,  public  demands  for  protection  are  rising  at  the  same  time 
that  budget-strapped  agencies  are  being  overwhelmed  by  realities  over 
which  they  have  no  control. 

For  one  thing,  the  Native  American  population  is  growing  increasingly 
youthful,  largely  because  of  high  fertility  rates.  The  median  age  is  24.2 
years,  compared  with  32.9  years  for  all  Americans,  according  to  the  Census 
Bureau . 

In  recent  testimony  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

Deputy  Assistant  Atty.  Gen.  Kevin  Di  Gregory  warned:  "The  American  Indian 
population  will  grow  even  younger  into  the  next  century. 

"What  this  means  for  an  Indian  tribe  like  Gila  River  in  Sacaton,  Ariz., 
a reservation  with  significant  gang  activity,  is  that  about  one-half  of 
the  population  is  projected  to  be  under  the  age  of  18  by  the  year  2000." 

In  October,  police  on  the  Gila  River  reservation  near  Phoenix  had  their 
hands  full  investigating  drive-by  shootings,  suspected  methamphetamine 
labs  and  reports  of  gang  initiations  that  included  mutilations  of  cats  and 
dogs. 

The  largest  obstacle  facing  reservation  crime-f ighters  is  a lack  of 
funding  for  more  officers,  basic  equipment  and  detention  facilities.  That 
problem  is  acute  here,  where  Navajo  police  can  only  dream  of  owning  a 
helicopter,  a crime  lab  or  cellular  phones. 

"We  don't  have  a homicide  unit,  a sexual-abuse  unit,  a gang  unit,  a 
property-crimes  unit--even  macro  lenses  for  our  cameras  to  photograph 
splattered  blood,"  lamented  Dorothy  Fulton,  chief  of  criminal 
investigations  here.  "And  we  don't  have  a travel  budget,  which  means  our 
investigators  sometimes  have  to  drive  12  hours  to  30-minute  federal  court 
hearings  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah." 

Navajo  criminal  investigators  work  out  of  a dilapidated  building  where 
bowed  ceilings  have  leaked  for  seven  years  and  "air-conditioning"  is 
provided  by  opening  doors  and  windows.  The  burglary  unit's  office  is  a 
battered  1989  Chevrolet  dubbed  "Old  Faithful."  Police  cruisers  limp  along 
with  faulty  engines  and  cracked  windshields. 

The  department's  communications  system  is  dangerously  inadequate.  A year 
ago,  11-year  veteran  Navajo  Nation  Police  Officer  Hoskie  Gene  was 
strangled  and  beaten  to  death  when  he  pursued  two  burglary  suspects. 

Gene's  closest  backup  was  53  miles  away  when  the  killers  beat  him  to  the 
ground  with  a flashlight  and  then  choked  him. 

The  Window  Rock  Tribal  3ail  is  a joke  to  criminals  and  police  officials 
alike.  It  was  so  bad  that  16  prisoners  escaped  before  police  learned  that 
the  facility's  back  security  door  could  be  opened  with  a piece  of  wire. 

These  problems,  coupled  with  increasing  demands  for  overtime,  may  be 
starting  to  take  a toll  on  the  personal  lives  of  Navajo  officers.  In 
September,  two  officers  were  charged  with  domestic  violence,  and  alcohol- 
related  problems  are  on  the  rise  department  wide,  authorities  said. 

The  Navajo  Department  of  Public  Safety  is  trying  to  stretch  its  annual 
$17-million  law  enforcement  budget  to  recruit  more  officers  from  the 
reservation.  Trouble  is,  they  have  done  such  a good  job  arresting  drunks 
and  substance  abusers  that  few  of  the  Navajos  who  apply  for  law 
enforcement  positions  can  pass  a requirement  calling  for  a clean  criminal 
record . 

As  police  officials  struggle  to  clean  up  their  image,  Navajo  medicine 
men  are  warning  that  the  proliferation  of  gangs,  drugs,  homicides  and  sex 
abuse  is  a direct  result  of  the  steady  erosion  of  Navajo  language  and 
traditions- -and  cultural  pollution  imported  by  television  and  tourists. 

Daniel  Deschinny,  attorney  for  the  Dineh  Spiritual  and  Cultural  Society, 


put  it  this  way:  "The  guardian  spirits  that  reside  in  our  hearts  and  in 
the  air,  water,  mountains,  trees  and  animals  around  us  have  turned  their 
backs  on  those  who  are  doing  violence  with  their  ignorance. 

"Internalize  the  great  spirit  and  you  will  avoid  evil  and  do  the  right 
thing  for  yourself  and  those  around  you.  Digression  from  this  path  is  a 
disaster  to  oneself  and  the  whole  community." 

Young  Navajo  gang  members,  many  of  whom  were  reared  in  severely 
dysfunctional  families,  say  it  may  be  too  late  for  that. 

For  Dames  Wauneka,  20,  the  gang  is  his  family. 

Wauneka  is  leader  of  the  notorious  200-member  Cobra  gang  at  the  Rio 
Puerco  Acres  housing  project,  about  seven  miles  north  of  Window  Rock.  The 
gang,  he  said,  "respects  me  and  protects  me." 

Fellow  Cobra  member  Donathan  Yazzie,  19,  nodded  in  agreement. 

"These  are  my  family,  these  homeboys,  these  Cobras,"  he  said.  "What  else 
is  there  to  do?  Where  else  can  we  go?  We  have  no  recreational  places,  no 
pool  halls,  not  even  a cinema  here." 

Both  young  men,  however,  belong  to  an  all-gang-member  work  crew  that 
recently  was  filling  potholes  with  hot  asphalt  for  minimum  wage  in  their 
86-unit  housing  project.  The  crew--clad  in  the  green-and-black  hooded 
sweatshirts  and  bandannas  favored  by  Cobras--was  organized  by  Rio  Puerco 
Acres  manager  Stewart  Calnimptewa,  a law  enforcement  officer  of  20  years 
and  owner  of  a security  and  private  investigation  agency. 

"This  place  used  to  be  a hellhole.  Now  crime  is  down  and  the  units  are 
cleaned  up,"  Calnimptewa  said.  "Why?  We  hired  over  20  Cobras  after  giving 
them  the  skills  and  responsibility  to  do  dry  walling,  house-painting, 
electrical  repairs,  roadwork." 

Still,  none  of  these  Cobras  would  even  consider  calling  a truce  with 
their  rivals,  the  Dragons. 

"As  long  as  Cobras  and  Dragons  are  around,"  one  of  the  young  men 
grumbled,  "the  gang  thing  will  keep  going  on." 

That  kind  of  tough  talk  breaks  Shirley  Yellowfeather ' s heart.  Trying  not 
to  cry,  the  49-year-old  Rio  Puerco  office  aide  said  her  17-year-old  son  is 
soon  going  to  become  the  first  minor  from  the  Navajo  Nation  to  be 
sentenced  in  Arizona  as  an  adult  in  a gang-related  homicide  case. 

"The  Navajos  are  supposed  to  be  real  close,  but  that  way  of  life  is 
dying  away,"  she  said.  "I  was  raised  to  get  up  at  4 a.m.,  greet  the  sun 
and  then  toss  corn  pollen  in  the  four  directions  for  wisdom  and  strength. 

I tried  to  get  my  son  to  do  that  and  it  was  chaos.  He ' d yell,  'Leave  me 
alone ! ' " 

But  she  also  believes  that  some  Navajo  parents  are  partly  responsible 
for  their  children's  behavior. 

"We  parents  failed  these  kids  because  we  all  came  from  dysfunctional 
families,"  she  said. 

Neswood-Gishey,  a child  protective  services  social  worker  who  averages 
200  clients  a month--90%  of  them  on  welfare- -would  not  argue  with  that. 

But  she  is  not  about  to  wait  for  things  to  get  better  in  her  troubled 
neighborhood.  Neswood-Gishey  and  her  husband  are  building  a new  home  in  a 
village  about  50  miles  away.  They  expect  to  move  early  next  year. 

Until  then,  her  9-year-old  son  is  receiving  shooting  lessons  from  his 
father  because,  she  said,  "you  never  know  what  might  happen." 

"When  will  this  violence  end?"  she  wondered  aloud.  "Maybe  we'll  have  to 
wait  until  all  these  gang  members  kill  each  other  off." 

"We've  lost  a whole  generation  here,"  said  Navajo  Police  Sgt.  Frank 
Bradley  as  he  patrolled  homes  marked  with  fresh  gang  graffiti  and  riddled 
with  bullet  holes. 

"I'm  hoping  we  do  a better  job  with  the  younger  one 
source:  LA  Times 

Your  visit  is  welcomed  at:  http://www.geocities.com/~lenapelady 

"It  is  difficult  to  get  the  news  from  poems, 

but  every  day,  men  die  for  lack  of  what  is  found  there..." 

William  Carlos  Williams 
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Sub j : URRUTIA  ON  ARTICLE  3 
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NETWARRIORS  - IWG  1997 

This  is  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  on  Article  3.  We  have  not  learned  that 

any  decision  has  been  made  one  way  or  another.  ~k 

Draft  summary  of  the  chair  as  distributed  yesterday  evening: 

chairsum3 . doc 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  DEBATE  CONCERNING  ARTICLE  3 

At  its  ( ) meeting,  the  Chairman  summarized  the  results  of  the  informal 
meetings  which  had  been  held  regarding  the  principle  contained  in  draft 
Article  3.  He  stated  that  all  States  recognised  and  upheld  the  right  of  all 
peoples  to  self-determination.  This  was  a right  enshrined  in  numerous 
international  instruments  and  recognised  by  international  law.  He  noted 
that  all  delegations  recognised  that  it  was  essential  to  have  a clear 
understanding  of  the  right  of  self-determination  contained  in  draft  Article 
3 as  this  right  underpinned  all  the  other  Articles  contained  in  the  draft. 

He  acknowledged  the  position  held  by  indigenous  peoples  that  the  inclusion 
of  the  unqualified  right  of  self-determination  was  considered  to  be 
indispensable  to  the  Declaration.  It  was  acknowledged  by  both  governments 
and  indigenous  peoples  that  the  right  of  self-determination  must  apply  on  a 
non-discriminatory  basis. 

The  Chairman  also  recognised  that  States  held  a number  of  different 
positions . 

Some  States  supported  the  principle  contained  in  draft  Article  3. 

Other  States,  although  supporting  the  principle  of  self-determination 
expressed  concerns  that  the  recognition  of  that  right  could  be  interpreted 
as  including  a right  to  secede.  In  this  way,  those  States  maintained  that 
the  right  to  self-determination  would  have  to  respect  the  territorial 
integrity  of  States. 

Many  Indigenous  representatives  said  that  in  seeking  the  right  of 
self-determination  they  were  not  demanding  a right  of  secession. 
>>>>>><<<<<<< 
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"RE : Inter-Sessional  Working  Group  Walkout"  

Date:  Sat,  8 Nov  1997  14:12:09  -1000 
From:  WARRIOR  <NETWARRIROS@hookele . com> 

Subject:  WALKOUT!!!  - LAST  REPORT  FROM  IWG  1997 
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NETWARRIORS  NEWS  ALERT!!!  IWG-1997 
Saturday  8 November  1997 
REQUEST:  WORLD  ACTION 

We  can  no  longer  tolerate  the  activities  of  member  states  at  the  UN  when 
working  with  Indigenous  Peoples...  We  must  not  allow  this  to  continue.  We 
must  not  allow  them  to  think  that  it  is  subsided  now  that  the  session  is 
done.  More  than  ever  now  we  need  to  strategize  on  how  we  will  impact  the 
media  and  the  governments,  missions  etc.  Your  strategies  etc  are  welcome. 
NETWARRIOR  ACTIVATION  TAKING  PLACE!!!  will  be  in  touch 
begin  forwarded  text 

News  from  the  United  Nations  Human  Rights  Commission  Open-Ended 
Inter-Sessional  Working  on  the  Elaboration  of  the  United  Nations  Draft 
Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples 

United  Nations,  Geneva  on  November  6,  1997 

For  Immediate  Release:  Walk-out  occurs  on  the  last  day  of  the  Working 
Group  on  the  Elaboration  of  the  United  Nations  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of 
Indigenous  Peoples  ! 

On  November  7th,  1997  indigenous  peoples  and  their  supporters  walked  out 
of  the  last  meeting  of  Working  Group  on  the  elaboration  of  the  United 


Nations  draft  Declaration  on  the  Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  during  the 
review  of  the  draft  final  report  of  the  session.  At  issue  were  the 
provisions  regarding  Paragraph  42  of  the  draft  final  report  which  addressed 
the  debate  of  Article  3-  the  right  of  self-determination.  Several  indigenous 
delegates  noted  that  the  report  did  not  present  a fair  reflection  of  the 
debates  on  this  critical  article.  For  example,  the  report  contained  no 
mention  that  all  that  the  indigenous  peoples'  delegates  supported  in 
consensus  the  language  in  the  current  draft  Declaration  of  this  article 
without  changes,  alterations  or  amendments  or  deletions. 

Article  3 states  the  following:  "Indigenous  peoples  have  the  right  of 
self-determination.  By  virtue  of  that  right  they  freely  determine  their 
political  status  and  freely  pursue  their  economic,  social  and  cultural 
development."  This  article  is  the  most  crucial  article  in  the  current 
draft  Declaration  and  is  considered  to  be  the  backbone  of  the  entire  draft 
Declaration . 

Despite  the  fact  that  several  indigenous  peoples  delegates  had  indicated 
to  the  Chairman  Urrutia  their  request  to  speak,  he  ignored  their  requests 
and  closed  the  discussions  on  Paragraph  42.  As  a result,  indigenous  peoples 
and  their  supporters  walked  out  of  this  meeting.  After  consultations  with 
the  Chair,  the  indigenous  peoples  agreed  to  walk-in  and  to  continue  the 
dialogue  on  Paragraphs  43  and  44  and  then  returning  to  the  debate  on 
Paragraph  42.  All  three  paragraphs  were  then  discussed  and  adopted  by  the 
chair.  Chairman  Urrutia  officially  apologized  to  those  indigenous  peoples 
he  had  previously  not  recognised  and  in  one  instance  had  even  cut-off 
during  his  intervention. 

Indigenous  peoples'  delegations  also  expressed  their  outrage  that  the 
Chairman  Urrutia  had  invited  governments  to  submit  their  proposed  changes 
to  the  text  of  the  draft  Declaration  for  inclusion  into  the  annex  of  this 
report.  The  Chairman  had  previously  guaranteed  that  no  changes  to  the 
document  would  be  allowed  in  the  final  report.  He  defended  his  position  by 
stating  that  although  he  had  agreed  not  to  put  amendments  into  the  final 
report,  he  never  stated  that  he  would  not  include  them  in  an  annex  to  the 
report.  This  annex,  however,  was  challenged  by  several  indigenous  peoples 
and  it  was  asked  to  have  a disclaimer  put  on  it,  thus  not  allowing  it  to 
become  part  of  the  official  final  report.  This  annex  was  at  no  time 
presented  to  the  indigenous  peoples'  delegations  nor  will  they  have  a 
chance  to  review  it  before  the  Chair  adopts  it  into  his  final  report,  if  he 
so  chooses. 

The  final  meeting  only  came  to  a positive  end  due  to  the  prayer  given  by 
Melvin  Grey  Owl,  Elder  of  the  Teton  Sioux  Nation. 

Ron  Barnes  for  the  Indigenous  Peoples  Media  Committee: 

end  forwarded  text 
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Peace  without  Truth  is  Genocide 
Una  Pas  sin  la  Verdad  es  Genocidio 
La  paix  sans  la  verite  est  genocide 
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- ---  "RE:  Until  You  LOSE  It"  

Date:  Tue,  4 Nov  1997  03:19:14  -0500  (EST) 

From:  RATheis2@aol.com 

Sub j : NOT  Until  You  LOSE  It,  Do  YOU  Appreciate  It. 

UUCP  email 
TRIBAL  MEMBERSHIP 

I believe  most  of  us  believe  this,  no  matter  what  it  has  to  do  with.  It 
is  just  a part  of  human  nature.  Until  you  lose  something,  you  really  do 
not  appreciate  it. 

Suppose  that  the  average  person  on  Main  Street,  U.S.A.,  were  asked  to 
name  the  most  important  factor  in  his  life.  If  he  though  about  it  very 
carefully,  the  person  would  probably  answer  that  his  citizenship  in  the 
United  States  was  more  important  than  any  other  thing.  From  birth  to 


death,  every  aspect  of  your  life  is  being  touched  by  the  Federal 
Government  in  some  way. 

An  American  Indian,  however,  might  rightly  answer  that  tribal  membership 
is  the  most  significant  element  of  his  or  her  life.  To  be  of  Indian 
ancestry  is  very  special  in  itself.  But  to  belong  to  a tribe  and  to 
participate  in  its  activities  is  even  more  important.  And  those  who  have 
the  right  to  tribal  enrollment  are  likely  to  value  it  more  highly  than  any 
other . 

For  its  members,  a tribe  is  the  political  entity  that  governs  them  most 
directly  and  expresses  their  needs  and  opinions  most  immediately.  It  is 
through  their  tribal  government  that  people  make  the  decisions  that  rule 
their  daily  lives.  They  turn  to  it  for  protection,  stability,  benefits, 
and  a voice. 

Who  has  the  right  to  take  away  your  membership  in  a tribe?  A COURT,  an 
employee  of  the  Federal  government...  well,  it  happened  to  the  Osage 
Nation  of  Oklahoma!!!  Yes,  a 10th  Circuit  Court  mandate,  which  only  read, 
"Appellees'  motion  to  stay  the  mandate  pending  petition  for  certiorari  is 
denied".  In  just  one  sentence,  12-words  in  length,  the  Osage  Nation  of 
Oklahoma  was  dissolved.  Two  days  later,  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  Indian 
Affairs  stated  in  a facsimile  to  the  President  of  the  Osage  Nation,  "This 
office  has  been  informed  that  the  mandate  has  been  issued  by  the  Tenth 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals...".  Hadn't  even  seen  the  mandate,  only  informed 
about  it.  Later  in  the  facsimile  it  said,  "Thus,  as  of  this  date  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs  is  constrained  from  recognizing  the  Osage  Nation...". 

By  the  stroke  of  a pen,  13,000  Osage  People  were  told  they  were  not 
members,  their  right  to  vote  was  removed,  and  they  had  no  say  in  their 
government.  From  an  Osage  Nation  Government  that  had  provided  them 
protection,  stability,  benefits,  and  a voice  ...  was  all  gone. 

Then  the  really  bad  things  began  to  happen.  Forty  plus  Osages  either 
lost  their  jobs  or  were  fired.  Some  would  not  sign  a "trumped  up 
contract"  which  stated  in  the  first  paragraph,  "The  term  of  employment  is 
to  end  in  the  sole  unlimited  discretion  of  OTC(for  those  not  Osage  it 
stands  for,  Osage  Tribal  Council)  or  its  authorized  representative,  with 
or  without  cause".  By  the  way,  the  Osage  Tribal  Council  was  a government 
ESTABLISHED  by  an  Act  of  Congress,  the  ONLY  Indian  government  EVER  to  be 
established  by  an  Act  of  Congress.  Now,  what  does  that  tell  you?  In 
very  plain  language  it  says,  YOU  could  be  next. 

This  is  the  way  it  happened.  In  the  early  1900's,  prior  to  the  Osage 
Act  of  1906,  the  United  States  government  finally,  after  many  attempts, 
forced  the  Osage  Tribe  to  accept  the  governments  way  of  doing  things  when 
they  were  told  that  their  1881  Constitutional  form  of  tribal  rule  was  not 
what  the  United  States  government  wanted  them  to  operate  under.  Although 
it  was  a "democratic"  form  of  rule,  they  (the  United  States)  DECIDED  that 
it  wasn't  right  for  the  Osage,  even  though  it  was  what  the  United  States 
had  used  since  1776. 

Who  has  the  right  to  say  if  an  Indian  Nation  is  or  is  not  the  governing 
body  of  a tribe.  THE  PEOPLE.  In  the  case  of  the  Osage,  they  voted  for 
the  Osage  Nation  Constitutional  form  of  government,  so  they  should  be  the 
only  ones  who  can  do  away  with  that  form  of  government...  NOT  the  BIA  OR 
a COURT.  This  question  SHOULD  be  placed  on  the  ballot  for  the  Dune  1998 
election.  Let  the  Osage  People  decide. 

Article  6 of  the  United  States  Constitution  reads,  "This  Constitution, 
and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  be  made  in  persuance 
thereof;  and  all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  SUPREME  LAW  of  the  land;  and 
the  DUDGES  in  every  state  shall  be  BOUND  thereby,  anything  in  the 
Constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  CONTRARY  not  withstanding".  [My 
emphasis] . 

But  a court  and  a person,  who  is  supposed  to  uphold  the  laws  of  the  land, 
have  defiled  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  said  contrary  to 
what  it  says.  Every  treaty  made  with  an  Indian  Tribe  has  been  broken  by 
the  Federal  Government.  When  will  it  stop. 

The  1906  Osage  Allotment  Act  was  just  that.  An  Act,  created  by  the 
Federal  government,  and  the  title  was,  "An  Act  for  the  Division  of  the 
Lands  and  Funds  of  the  Osage  Indians  in  Oklahoma  Territory".  It  said  the 


tribal  council  could  have  lease  sales,  sell  land  and  buildings,  and  set 
up  the  election  process  for  the  Osage  tribal  council.  Nothing  more, 
nothing  less.  It  didn't  say  it  could  run  Federal  Pro-grams,  establish 
gaming  casinos  or  bingo,  or  any  other  thing  to  benefit  the  Osage  People. 

The  government  DID  the  land  distribution  and  mailed  out  the  checks  to  the 
shareholders  every  quarter.  Guess  what  the  latest  rumor  is...  the 
present  Chief  of  the  OTC  was  approved  by  the  council  to  be  in  charge  of 
the  Federal  Programs  and  TO  BE  PAID  $30,000.00  a year  for  doing  it.  This 
is  about  as  illegal  as  can  be.  SFIAREFIOLDERS  are  you  going  to  stand  by  and 
let  them  get  away  with  this? 

"The  federal  government  could  not  give  to  this  IMPOSED  governmental 
entity  'inherent'  sovereign  immunity,  simply  because  it  was  BEYOND  its 
power  to  "give  sovereignty" . A nation  either  has  inherent  sovereign 
powers  or  it  does  not.  It  cannot  be  BESTOWED".  [William  S.  Fletcher 
quote] . 

So,  what  is  going  to  happen  to  the  Osage  Nation?  Is  it  possible  for 
them  to  get  their  right  to  vote  and  have  a say  in  their  government  back? 

Other  Indian  tribes  have...  and  so  will  the  Osage.  But,  one  person  can't 
do  it.  It  will  take  the  combined  efforts  of  all  our  Osage  People  who 
presently  have  a vote  in  the  1998  election.  Are  they  truly  concerned 
about  the  "brothers  and  sisters"  here  on  the  reservation?  Those  that  need 
a helping  hand  in  order  to  help  themselves. 

Send  the  word  loud  and  clear  to  those  presently  sitting  in  those  tribal 
council  seats.  WE  WANT  CHANGE.  If  you  (the  OTC)  aren't  going  to  change, 
and  it  doesn't  look  like  it,  then  those  seats  will  be  filled  by  NEW  Osages 
that  want  change  and  that  will  be  ACCOUNTABLE. 

THIS  IS  NOT  THE  "END"  BUT,  HUST  THE  BEGINNING. 

"RE : Osage  Resolution  97-07-01"  

Date:  Wed,  5 Nov  1997  05:02:44  -0500  (EST) 

From:  RATheis2@aol.com 

Sub j : Resolution  Number  97-07-01 

UUCP  email 

The  following  Resolution  of  the  Osage  Nation  of  Oklahoma,  Number  97-07-01, 
was  signed  and  approved  by  the  Osage  National  Council  and  President  George  E. 
Tallchief  on  Duly  3,  1997  at  a duly  called  meeting  of  the  Osage  National 
Council  at  Pawhuska,  Oklahoma  in  the  Osage  Nation  Council  House. 

This  Resolution  and  attached  amendment  is  provided  to  you  for 
consideration  and  requested  support  in  order  for  the  Osage  Nation  of  Oklahoma 
to  continue  as  the  governing  body  of  the  Osage  People.  It  has  been  proposed 
that  it  be  placed  before  the  United  States  Senate  by  Senator  lames  Inhofe  of 
Oklahoma  as  a rider  to  a Bill  that  is  already  on  the  floor  for  a vote. 

Resolution  Number  97-07-01 
RESOLUTION  OF  THE  OSAGE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL 
Title:  RESOLUTION  RECOMMENDING  TO  THE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  THE 
1997  AMENDMENT  1978  OSAGE  ACT 

WHEREFORE,  the  Osage  Nation  is  a federally  recognized  Indian  tribe;  and 
WHEREAS,  the  federal  laws  concerning  the  Osage  peoples  right  to  membership  in 
the  Osage  Nation  and  form  of  government  are  contradictory  and  confusing  which 
results  in  irreparable  harm  being  done  to  the  political  rights  of  the  Osage 
people;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  1978  Osage  Act  which  amended  the  1906  Osage  Act  does  nothing 
except  add  to  the  legislative  confusion  regarding  the  Osage;  and 
WHEREAS,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Osage  National  Council  to  provide 
guarantees  that:  the  right  of  every  Osage  original  allottee  and  their 
lineal  descendants  by  blood  to  full  membership  in  the  Osage  Nation;  the 
right  of  every  such  member  of  voting  age  to  vote  and  hold  office  in  the 
government  of  the  Osage  people;  the  right  of  every  Osage  headright  owner 
to  own  and  receive  income  from  the  headright  interest  without  tax,  levy, 
or  interference  from  the  Osage  government;  the  right  of  the  Osage  Tribal 
Council  to  fully  administer  the  Osage  Mineral  Estate;  and  the  right  of 


the  Osage  Nation  to  unfettered  expression  of  self -determination , 

self  government  and  economic  self  sufficiency. 

NOW  THEREFORE  BE  IT  RESOLVED,  by  the  Osage  National  Council  Assembled: 

1.  That  the  United  States  Congress  amend  Osage  Act  of  October  21,  1978j 
Public  Law-496[S. 1081]  so  that: 

a.  The  Principal  Chief,  Assistant  Principal  Chief  and  eight  (8)  members  of 
the  Osage  Tribal  Council  shall  be  charged  solely  with  the 
administration  of  the  Osage  Mineral  Estate. 

b.  The  general  governing  body  of  the  Osage  Tribe  is  recognized  by  the 
United  States  of  america  to  be  that  government  created  pursuant  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  Osage  Nation  ratified  by  Referendum  vote  of  the 
Osage  people  on  February  4,  1994  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  on  February  10,  1994,  as  amended  from  time  to  time,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Secretary. 

c.  It  be  prohibited  for  the  general  governing  body  to  tax,  regulate,  or 
otherwise  interfere  with  the  Osage  Tribal  Mineral  Estate  or  Osage  head- 
right  interest. 

d.  It  be  prohibited  for  the  Principal  Chief,  Assistant  Principal  Chief,  or 
Osage  Tribal  Council  to  engage  in  any  acts  which  purport  to  affect  or 
actually  affect  the  general  governmental  operations  of  the  general 
governing  body. 

e.  It  be  declared  that  membership  in  the  Osage  Tribe  or  Nation  is  that 
recognized  as  defined  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Osage  Nation  which 
clearly  states  in  Article  III  that  membership  of  the  Osage  Nation  shall 
consist  of  those  names  appear  on  the  final  role  of  the  Osage  Nation 
approved  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Dune  28,  1906,  34  Stat.  539,  and  their 
lineal  descendants  by  blood,  within  and  without  the  State  of  Oklahoma, 
regardless  of  membership  or  affiliation  with  any  other  federally 
recognized  tribe,  band,  or  nation. 

2.  The  attached  1997  Amendment  to  the  Osage  Act  of  October  21,  1978 
accomplishes  the  purposes  set  forth  above  and  is  hereby  adopted  as  the 
recommendation  of  the  Osage  National  Council  to  the  President  and 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  as  the  legislative  solution 
to  the  conundrum  created  by  the  existing  laws  affecting  the  Osage 
Nation . 

3.  The  Osage  Nation  Council  requests  that  the  President  and  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  America  take  immediate  action  in  enacting  the 
attached  1997  Amendment  to  the  1978  Act  into  law  and  to  declare  an 
emergency  exists  so  that  such  law  be  effective  upon  its  passage  and 
approval . 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Osage  National  Council  has 

hereto  affixed  his  signature. 

Mark  D.  Simms,  Speaker 

Osage  National  Council 

CERTIFICATION 


I,  the  undersigned,  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a true  extract  from  the 
minutes  of  the  National  Council,  comprised  of  nine  (9)  members  with  seven 
(7)  members  attending  this  duly  called  meeting  at  Pawhuska,  Oklahoma  on 
the  3rd  day  of  Duly,  1997.  Further,  that  the  provisions  herein  were  adopted 
by  a vote  of  six  (6)  in  favor.  No  (0)  against,  and  No  (0)  in  abstention, 
as  reflected  below: 


YES  NO  ABSTAIN 


Derry  Shaw  X 

Edward  Red  Eagle,  Dr.  X 

Anthony  P.  Whitehorn  X 

Wesley  L.  Robertson 
Dawn  E.  Pratt 

Raymond  A.  Theis  X 

Virginia  M.  Bennett  X 

Cecelia  Tallchief  X 

Mark  D.  Simms* 


♦Speaker  present  votes  in  ties 
Margaret  M.  Gray,  Legislative  Secretary 
Osage  National  Council 


ABSENT 


X 

X 


PRESIDENTIAL  CONCURRENCE 


I,  George  E.  Tallchief,  the  duly  elected  President  of  the  Osage  Nation  do 
hereby  full  concur  and  approve  of  this  Resolution  as  stated  herein  and  as 
evidence  thereof  do  affix  my  signature  hereto  this  3rd  day  of  Duly,  1997. 
George  E.  Tallchief,  President 


1997  AMENDMENT  TO  OSAGE  ACT  OF  OCTOBER  21,  1978;  PUBLIC  LAW  95-496[S . 1081] 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  section  9 of  the  Act  of  Dune 
28,  1906  (34  Stat.  539,  545),  as  amended,  is  further  amended  to  read  as 
follows:  There  shall  be  a quadrennial  election  of  the  officers  of  the 
Osage  Tribe  charged  solely  with  the  administration  of  the  Osage  mineral 
estate  as  follows:  A principal  chief,  an  assistant  principal  chief,  and 
eight  members  of  the  Osage  Tribal  council  shall  be  elected  to  succeed  the 
officers  elected  in  the  year  1994  at  a general  election  to  be  held  in  the 
town  of  Pawhuska,  Oklahoma,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Dune  1998  and  on  the 
first  Monday  in  Dune  of  each  fourth  year  there-after,  in  a manner  to  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  said  officers  shall  be 
elected  for  a period  of  four  years  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  Duly 
following  the  election.  In  case  of  a vacancy  in  the  office  of  principal 
chief  or  other  officer  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  vacancy 
shall  be  filled  in  a manner  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Osage  Tribal  Council. 

In  the  event  of  a common  disaster  and  a quorum  of  five  of  the  Osage  Tribal 
Council  does  not  survive,  the  Secretary  shall  appoint  a principal  chief 
and/or  the  number  of  councilmen  necessary  to  complete  a total  of  eight,  to 
serve  until  the  next  quadrennial  election.  The  Secretary  is  hereby 
authorized  to  remove  from  the  council  any  member  or  members  for  good  cause, 
to  be  by  him  determined,  after  the  party  involved  has  had  due  notice  and 
opportunity  to  defend  himself.  The  principal  chief,  assistant  principal 
chief  and  tribal  council  so  constituted  shall  continue  in  full  force  and 
effect  until  Danuary  1,  1984  and  thereafter  until  otherwise  provided  by 
Act  of  Congress.  The  general  governing  body  of  the  Osage  tribe  is  hereby 
recognized  to  be  that  government  created  pursuant  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  Osage  Nation  ratified  by  referendum  vote  of  the  Osage  people  on 
February  4,  1994  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  on  February  10,  1994,  as 
amended  from  time  to  time,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary.  It 
is  prohibited  for  the  general  governing  body  to  tax,  regulate,  or 
otherwise  interfere  with  the  Osage  tribal  mineral  estate  or  Osage 
headright  interests.  It  is  further  prohibited  for  the  principal  chief, 
assistant  principal  chief  or  tribal  council  to  engage  in  any  acts  which 
purport  to  affect  or  actually  affect  the  general  governmental  operations 
of  the  general  governing  body.  The  terms  Osage  tribe  and  Osage  Nation 
shall  be  synonymous  herein.  Membership  in  the  Osage  tribe  or  Nation  is 
hereby  recognized  to  be  that  as  defined  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Osage 
Nation . 


"RE : Membership  in  the  Osage  Nation"  

Date:  Wed,  5 Nov  1997  01:45:37  -0500  (EST) 

From:  RATheis2@aol.com 

Sub j : Membership  in  the  Osage  Nation  - Is  it  gone  forever! 

UUCP  email 

In  order  to  keep  the  Osage  People  at  large  informed  as  to  what  is 
happening,  we  plan  on  sending  out  information  on  a regular  basis  to  those 
who  we  have  e-mail  addresses  on,  FAX  numbers,  and  street  addresses.  It 
would  assist  us  greatly  if  every  one  who  receives  an  e-mail  would  copy  it 
and  mail  it  to  someone  who  you  think  would  like  to  know  what  is  happening, 
make  copies  and  hand  to  others  at  meetings  you  attend,  and  in  any  other 
way  that  would  see  that  the  Osage  People  as  a whole  receive  this 
information.  Thank  you. 


The  following  is  taken  from  the  Osage  News  issue  of  September,  1997. 
MEMBERSHIP  CONCERN 


If  the  issue  of  the  1994  Constitution  and  the  National  Council  government 
goes  through  the  complete  legal  appeals  process  and  is  not  affirmed  as  the 
government  of  the  Osages,  what  happens  to  the  4,000+  who  were  issued 
membership  cards? 

In  September  of  1979,  Scott  Keep  of  the  Office  of  solicitor  of  the 
Interior,  Washington,  D.C.  wrote  a letter  to  the  Field  Solicitor  in 
Pawhuska  concerning  the  unresolved  inconsistencies  in  language  of  the 
court  decision  in  LOGAN  vs.  ANDRUS  In  it  he  states  that  in  the  1906  act, 
"Congress  intended  only  to  expand  the  authority  of  the  Tribal  Council  and 
to  modify  the  procedure  for  the  election  of  tribal  officers,  and  neither 
to  abolish  the  offices  already  in  existence  nor  created  entirely  new  ones." 

He  goes  on  to  state  that,  "under  the  1881  Constitution,  anyone  who  moved 
out  of  the  boundaries  of  the  nation(Osage  County),  lost  ALL  of  his  RIGHTS 
and  privileges  as  a CITIZEN,  INCLUDING  the  right  to  V 0 T E.  There  is  no 
such  territorial  limitation  on  the  right  to  vote  for  the  present  council 
(Tribal)." 

Mr.  Keep  mentions,  "In  the  footnote,  the  court  goes  on  to  refer  to  its 
earlier  discussion  of  Section  1 of  the  1906  Act  which:  'limited  the 
tribal  membership  to  that  class  of  Osage  Indians  (those  possessing  a 
headright  interest).'  A reading  of  Section  1 of  the  1906  Act,  the  1881 
Constitution  and  the  courts'  opinion,  including  the  footnote  make  it 
impossible  to  determine  with  certainty  who  constituted  the  membership  of 
the  Osage  Tribe.  Section  1 of  the  1906  Act  states  that  the  roll  prepared 
by  the  Secretary  pursuant  to  it  'is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  roll  of 
said  tribe  and  to  constitute  the  legal  membership  thereof'." 

Mr.  Keep  says,  "If  the  courts  opinion  is  strictly  interpreted,  it  means 
only  those  survivors  of  the  people  on  the  1906  roll  are  legal  members  of 
the  Osage  Tribe.  That  places  the  membership  at  something  less  than  300 
individuals."  (There  are  now  24).  "Another  possible  interpretation,  based 
on  a reading  of  footnote  25  discussed  the  above,  is  that  any  person  who 
possesses  a headright  is  a member  of  the  Osage  Tribe." 

"From  the  above  it  is  almost  impossible  to  conclude  as  a matter  of  law 
who  are  the  proper  members  of  the  Osage  Tribe  beyond  those  few  remaining 
original  headright  holders  who  REMAIN  WITHIN  THE  BOUNDARIES  OF  THE  OSAGE 
NATION."  He  goes  on  to  state,  "Persons  of  Indian  decent  who  have  either 
abandoned  or  never  established  tribal  relations  are  virtually  NON-INDIANS 
for  purposes  of  the  federal  laws  administered  by  the  Department  of 
Interior.  Perhaps  the  most  fundamental  issue  which  the  Department  must 
come  to  grips  with  is  whether  it  is  going  to  contend  that  ALL  persons  of 
Osage  blood  who  are  descendants  of  someone  on  the  1906  roll  ARE  MEMBERS  of 
the  Osage  Tribe.  If  it  is  your  contention  that  all  descendants  of  persons 
on  the  roll  prepared  pursuant  to  the  1906  Act  are  members  of  the  Osage 
Tribe  I would  like  to  know  in  some  detail  the  legal  basis  for  your 
conclusion.  I am  not  confident,  however,  that  either  of  these  acts 
RESOLVE  my  dilemma  which  is  to  determine  who  are  the  members  of  the 
governmental  entity  known  as  the  OSAGE  TRIBE,  as  opposed  to  who  are  those 
Osage  Indians  or  persons  of  Osage  Indian  descent  who  are  entitled  to  share 
in  certain  property  interests.  Membership  in  an  Indian  tribe  is  a 
bilateral,  government  relationship  as  I have  already  mentioned.  It  is  a 
relationship  that  CLEARLY  contemplates  something  more  than  mere 
descendancy . " 

WHY  DOES  A WASHINGTON  BUREAUCRAT  HAVE  THE  RIGHT  TO  DETERMINE  OUR  MEMBERSHIP 
IS  THIS  TRIBAL  SOVEREIGNTY? 


Please  note  that  this  was  written  in  September  of  1979.  Is  not  this 
something  that  the  Osage  National  Council  has  been  trying  to  get  across  to 
the  Osage  People  for  the  past  3-plus  years.  Are  you  going  to  stand  by  and 
wait  on  the  Department  of  the  Interior  to  cut  off  their  "trust 
responsibility"  with  the  Osage  People.  OR,  are  you  going  to  bombard 
Washington  with  your  letters  and  faxes  and  telephone  calls  and  tell  them, 
"HANDS  OFF",  WE  want  all  Osages  to  have  the  right  to  vote  and  have  a say 
in  their  government.  This  should  be  apart  from  the  minerals  estate,  BUT 
should  allow  all  Osages  the  right  to  a democratic  government. 

— "RE:  Democracy  for  the  Osage  Nation"  


Date:  Wed,  5 Nov  1997  00:37:25  -0500  (EST) 

From:  RATheis2@aol.com 

Sub  j : Democracy  for  the  Osage  Nation  of  Oklahoma 
UUCP  email 

Dear  Osage  People  of  the  Osage  Nation  of  Oklahoma: 

As  we  continue  to  strive  to  save  our  nation,  let  us  hold  fast  the  faith 
and  persevere  to  the  end.  One  of  our  most  powerful  resources  is  prayer. 
Prayer  can  move  mountains ...  so  it  shouldn't  be  to  hard  to  move  a tribal 
council  to  see  the  light  before  it  is  too  late. 

For  your  continued  information,  the  following  is  a statement  that  you 
can  use  as  a resource  when  talking  to  other  Osages  and  our  representatives 
in  Washington  as  you  inform  them  as  to  our  problems  that  need  to  be 
resolved  immediately. 

The  45-day  period  for  the  plaintiffs  to  file  an  appeal  is  Duly  25th.  So 
between  now  and  then  we  must  continue  to  send  the  message  loud  and  clear 
to  the  Hill,  "that  we  are  a nation,  with  an  approved  constitution,  and 
that  we  want  the  right  that  every  other  American  has,  and  that  is  the 
right  to  vote,  ONE  Osage,  ONE  vote". 

DEMOCRACY  IS  NEEDED  FOR  THE  OSAGE  NATION  OF  OKLAHOMA 
HISTORY 

1881  - Constitution  of  the  Osage  signed 

1906  - Congress  passes  Act  of  1906  which  created  council  for  mineral  rights 
^Council's  ONLY  purpose  was  to  oversee  the  mineral  estate 
*Act  established  a closed  membership  roll  limited  to  the  original 
allottees  of  which  there  were  only  2,229.  NOTE:  today  there  are 
only  26  still  living  and  when  the  last  one  dies  that  will  be  the  END 
of  the  Osage  Tribe. 

*NEVER  rescinded  or  revoked  the  1881  Constitution.  NOTE:  the  1994 
Constitution  is  a updated  "duplicate"  of  it  and  it  is  a continuation 
of  it. 

1990  - Fletcher  litigates  to  establish  voting  rights  separate  from  mineral 
ownership 

1992  - Fletcher  court  instructs  the  parties  to  conduct  referendum  to: 

1. )  Determine  IF  the  Osage  People  want  to  reform  the  government 

2. )  If  so,  what  form  of  government 

3. )  Conduct  elections  accordingly 

1994  - Constitution  created  and  voted  for  by  65.9%  of  the  Osage  People. 

*Constitution  is  no  way  effects  the  rights  of  the  mineral  councils 
interests  in  headrights 

Constitution  ensures  for  the  FIRST  TIME  that  all  members  of  the 
Osage  are  voting  members 

1995  - Federal  Register  dated  February  16,  1995  lists  the  Osage  Nation  of 

Oklahoma  as  recognized  and  as  eligible  to  receive  services  of  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs 

1997  - 10th  Circuit  Appeals  Court  reverses  District  Court  and  invalidates 
the  elected  government  and  Constitution  chosen  by  the  majority  of 
Osage  and  once  again  limits  the  rights  of  the  Osage  to  be  involved  in 
their  government.  The  court  stated  that: 

"ONLY  CONGRESS  HAS  THE  POWER  TO  PERMIT  A FUNDAMENTAL  ALTERATION  OF 
THE  PRESCRIBED  FORM  OF  TRIBAL  GOVERNMENT." 

EFFECTS  OF  DECISION 

Disenfranchises  13,000  of  17,000  Osage  People 
One  vote.  One  person  is  denied  to  Osages 
Links  political  power  to  PROPERTY  RIGHTS,  NOT  individuals 
Assistance  programs  created  by  new  administration  are  jeopardized 
-education  -substance  abuse  -domestic  abuse 
No  DEMOCRACY  for  the  Osage 
PROCEDURAL  ISSUES 

Mandate  may  be  issued  on  or  about  Duly  26,  1997.  Minerals  council 
filed  to  shorten  the  time  period  for  a mandate.  There  are  ten  days 
to  respond  to  their  motion  to  shorten  time  period. 


REMEDY 


1.  Recognition  of  Osage  Nation  of  Oklahoma  by  Secretary  of  Interior 
apart  from  Fletcher  Case. 

2.  Herb  Johnson  of  Senator  Inhofe's  Office  suggested  a joint  signature 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  asking  them  to  file  an 
objection  to  the  motion  to  shorten  so  that  Congress  can  have  time  to 
come  up  with  a legislative  solution. 

3.  A simple  amendment,  potentially  to  the  Act  of  1978,  that  ratifies 
the  Secretary's  recognition  of  the  democratically  elected  form  of 
government  that  represents  ALL  Osages. 

This  is  the  message.  This  is  our  solution.  This  is  our  way  to  tell  our 

representatives  in  Washington "WE  are  a PEOPLE,  WE  are  a NATION,  WE 

deserve  a right  to  vote ONE  Osage,  ONE  vote." 

Again  we  want  to  thank  you  for  your  help.  If  everyone  just  makes  a 
telephone  call,  sends  a FAX,  and  an  e-mail  message  to  all  of  our 
representatives  in  Washington,  then  we  can  get  the  message  across  to  the 
people  on  the  Hill  and  we  will  WIN. 
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CHARGES  STAYED  IN  STAND-OFF 

Kamloops  Daily  News  Online,  Tuesday,  November  4,  1997 
By  ROBERT  KOOPMANS,  Daily  News  Staff  Reporter 

Saying  there  was  no  longer  a "likelihood  of  conviction,"  a Crown 
prosecutor  stayed  all  but  one  charge  Monday  against  two  men  charged  after 
an  armed  standoff  near  Adams  Lake  two  years  ago. 

Randolph  Sam  and  Dohnny  Guitar  were  charged  with  weapons  offences  and 
assault  after  an  encounter  between  residents  at  Woolford  Point  and  natives 
at  a blockade  on  Rawson  Road  on  July  17,  1995. 

Sam  pleaded  guilty  to  possession  of  a firearm  while  prohibited,  but 
charges  of  pointing  a firearm  and  possession  for  a purpose  dangerous  to 
the  public  were  dropped.  As  well,  the  assault  charge  against  Guitar  was 
stayed . 

A B.C.  Supreme  Court  jury  heard  last  week  how  a group  of  Woolford  Point 
and  Dorian  Bay  residents  armed  with  a shotgun  chased  a native  truck  down  a 
public  road  to  a torn-up  cattleguard  on  the  edge  of  reserve  land. 

As  the  angry  residents  piled  out  of  their  vehicles,  the  natives  pointed 
three  rifles  back  across  the  blockade. 

An  off-duty  Edmonton  RCMP  officer  at  the  scene  stepped  between  the  two 
sides,  urging  calm.  He  told  all  parties  to  lower  their  weapons  and  while 
most  complied,  Sam  kept  his  rifle  pointed  at  the  officer  for  30  more 
seconds  before  dropping  his  gun. 

As  the  off-duty  officer  tried  to  take  Sam  into  custody.  Guitar  grabbed  a 
shovel  and  swung  it  at  the  hood  of  a truck,  creating  a small  panic  that 
allowed  Sam  to  escape.  Both  men  then  fled  onto  the  reserve. 

During  his  address  to  the  jury.  Crown  prosecutor  Stephen  Harrison  said 
it  became  apparent  following  the  testimony  of  the  two  accused  on  Friday 
they  had  reason  to  fear  for  their  safety. 

After  hearing  their  story,  Harrison  decided  there  was  no  longer  a 
likelihood  of  conviction,  one  of  the  prerequisites  needed  before  the  Crown 
can  press  charges  against  an  individual. 

"It  is  now  beyond  any  dispute  that  the  actions  of  these  particular 
residents,  whatever  was  intended,  caused  these  two  accused  to  fear  for 
their  safety  and  the  safety  of  those  with  them,"  he  said 

He  added  that  with  a shotgun  in  a resident's  hand,  Sam's  actions  at  the 
roadblock  were  not  "unreasonable  or  inherently  unlawful."  Guitar's  version 


of  events  as  related  Friday  do  not  contradict  evidence  given  by  previous 
Crown  witnesses  and  the  shovel  swinging  can  no  longer  be  considered  an 
assault . 

"Unfortunately  this  determination , in  the  absence  of  statements  to  the 
investigating  police,  could  not  be  made  until  both  accused  had  testified 
at  trial,"  he  said. 

Harrison  said  had  Sam  and  Guitar's  version  of  the  events  been  known  two 
years  ago,  the  trial  might  have  been  avoided. 

"There  is  in  my  view,  no  fault  to  be  attributed  in  matters  unfolding  as 
they  have,"  he  said. 

Justice  Robert  Hunter  told  the  jury  this  was  an  "acceptable  and 
appropriate"  end  to  the  matter  in  the  circumstances. 

Hunter  then  read  from  a two-year-old  ruling  by  the  Supreme  Court  that 
upheld  the  Adams  lake  band's  right  to  blockade  Rawson  Road,  given  after 
residents  asked  for  an  injunction  to  keep  the  road  open. 

"Had  the  provincial  and  federal  authorities  carried  out  the  terms  of  an 
agreement  (with  the  band)  negotiated  in  1992,  the  difficulties  and 
potential  for  harm  would  not  have  arisen,"  Hunter  read. 

"The  residents  and  natives  were  ill-served  by  both  levels  of  government. 
The  governments  have  failed  both  the  residents  and  the  natives,"  he  said. 

Outside  the  courtroom.  Guitar  and  Sam  hugged  friends  and  supporters, 
grateful  the  matter  had  come  to  an  end. 

"It's  been  a long  two  years,"  Guitar  said. 

Sam  will  be  sentenced  for  the  possession-while-prohibited  conviction  in 
Kamloops  on  Nov.  24. 
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UPDATE:  ARCHER  DANIELS  MIDLAND  CO.  IN  KAHNAWAKE  "ON  HOLD" 

A Kahnawake  Mohawk  Band  Council  press  release  dated  Wednesday  October  29, 
announced  that  no  further  progress  will  be  done  on  the  Archer  Daniels 
Midland  Grain  Storage  Facility  to  be  located  on  the  Kahnawake  Mohawk 
Territory  until  there  is  satisfactory  evidence  of  support  from  the 
community  for  economic  development  and  certain  technical  aspects  have  been 
addressed.  The  Mohawk  Band  Council  of  Kahnawake  expressed  concern  for 
future  economic  development  and  lead  councilor  Joseph  Norton  states  that 
the  termination  of  the  project  is  a step  away  from  the  economic  development 
necessary  for  economic  independence. 

Many  community  members  opposed  to  the  project  have  stated  their  concern 
is  not  a question  of  support  for  economic  development,  but  it  is  concern 
for  this  type  of  economic  development  and  the  conditions  it  has  been 
implemented  under,  such  as  lack  of  community  consultation,  lack  of  an 
unbiased  environmental  assessment,  and  lack  of  investigation  into  the 
history  of  Archer  Daniels  Midland  Co.. 

Further  to  the  press  release,  the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Band  Council  addressed 
concerns  about  a non-Native  company  operating  on  Native  land,  by  stating 
that  Archer  Daniels  Midland  would  be  subject  to  Kahnawake's  laws  and 
regulations  as  well  as  a monitoring  board.  This  makes  one  question  who 
will  enforce  these  laws  and  regulations  and  participate  in  the  monitoring 


process,  the  Band  Council  or  the  People?  Such  questions  were  not  addressed 
in  the  release.  The  Mohawk  Band  Council  is  adamant  the  project  has  not 
been  abandoned  and  is  temporarily  on  hold  until  it  is  determined  if  there 
is  support  for  economic  development  in  Kahnawake. 

WE  ARE  STILL  WATCHING  AND  CONTINUING  TO  MONITOR  THE  SITUATION!!  IT  APPEARS 
THAT  THE  FIGHT  IS  NOT  OVER  YET!!! 

WE  ARE  ASKING  YOU  TO  CONTINUE  WITH  YOUR  LETTERS  OF  SUPPORT  TO  BE  SENT  TO 
ARCHER  DANIELS  MIDLAND  AND  THE  KAHNAWAKE  MOHAWK  BAND  COUNCIL!! 

NIA:WENKOWA  FOR  ALL  YOUR  SUPPORT! 

Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 
Visit  our  new  site! 

http: //www. cyber globe . net/users/mnation 
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Office  of  Ayonwehs 

Mohawk  Warrior  Society  Kahnawake  Branch 

P.O.  Box  732  Kahnawake  Mohawk  State,  Iroquois  Confederation 
(Kanonsonnionwe)  30L  1B0 

Rotiskenrakehte/Warrior  Society  Press  Release 

Concerning  the  Archer  Daniels  Midland  Grain  Storage  Facility 

Wat kwanonwe rat on /Greetings, 

On  October  28,  1997,  the  Women's  Council  of  the  Longhouse  released  a 
statement  determining  their  position  on  the  Archer  Daniels  Midland  Project 
proposed  by  the  Canadian  Band  Council.  After  much  thought  and 
deliberation,  the  Women  announced  that  they  could  not  support  the  proposed 
ADM  project  due  to  violations  of  a policy  adopted  by  the  Women  of  the 
Longhouse  in  1989,  which  describes  certain  principles  for  economic 
development.  The  Women  have  stated  that  the  ADM  Grain  Storage  Facility  is 
a totally  unacceptable  project,  and  therefore  development  must  be  halted. 

In  response  to  this  statement  and,  the  War  Chief  and  his  Men  (Warrior 
Society)  are  hereby  announcing  that  we  will  support  and  enforce  the  Women's 
decision  and  put  an  end  to  this  unsanctioned  industrialization  of  the 
Kahnawake  Territory.  We  will  do  so  by  any  means  necessary.  The 
Rotiskenrakehte/Warrior  Society  will  continue  to  promote  the  sovereign 
integrity  of  our  Nation  through  the  principles  of  Peace,  Power,  and 
Righteousness  by  enforcing  the  Gayanerekowa  (The  Constitution  of  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy) . 

We  would  also  like  to  thank  the  young  people  of  Kahnawake  for  assuming 
their  responsibility  to  warn  the  people  of  the  impending  calamity  as 
prescribed  in  the  Gayanerekowa.  We  wish  you  to  continue  to  be  so  concerned 
with  the  welfare  of  the  Nation  and  its  future  generations.  In  closing,  we 
leave  you  with  an  excerpt  taken  from  Article  IV  of  the  1794  Canandaigua 
Treaty: 

"We  shall  resist  by  every  means  any  aggression,  any  violations  of  the 
treaties,  any  disturbance  of  our  people,  in  the  free  use  and  enjoyment  of 
our  land,  any  usurpation  of  our  sovereignty,  any  encroachment  and 
oppression.  We  pledge  that  the  noise  will  be  heard  from  one  end  of  the 
earth  to  the  other." 

Nia :wen 
AYONWEHS 
Rotiskenrakehte 
Mohawk  Warrior  Society 
Kahnawake  Branch 

Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 
Visit  our  new  site! 

http: //www. cyber globe . net/users/mnation 
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ABORIGINALS  WIN  RIGHT  TO  CROWN  LANDS 

Ottawa  Citizen  Online,  November  4,  1997,  by  Chris  Morris 

FREDERICTON  (CP)  Foresters  and  government  officials  reeled  in  shock 
Tuesday  after  a landmark  court  decision  ruled  that  aboriginals  own  the 
Crown  lands  and  forests  of  New  Brunswick. 

But  native  leaders  were  overjoyed.  The  decision  reinforces  what 
they've  said  all  along:  that  they  were  here  first  and  ancient  treaties 
preserve  their  ownership  of  lands  and  forests  in  what  are  now  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia. 

"Our  aboriginal  treaty  rights  are  finally  being  recognized,"  said  Len 
Tomah,  a vice-chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations.  "Hopefully  the 
government  of  New  Brunswick  will  respect  and  honor  them  as  well." 

Natural  Resources  Minister  Alan  Graham  said  he  expects  the  province 
will  fight  the  decision  all  the  way  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

"Inevitably,  at  the  end  of  the  day,  we'll  probably  be  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada  on  this  one." 

lustice  John  Turnbull  of  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  Bathurst,  N.B., 
upheld  a lower  court  decision  that  said  a 235-year-old  treaty  gives 
New  Brunswick  aboriginals  the  right  to  harvest  and  sell  trees  taken 
off  publicly  owned  Crown  land. 

The  case  came  about  after  Thomas  Paul,  a Micmac,  was  charged  with 
illegally  harvesting  bird's  eye  maple  logs  on  Crown  land  licensed  to 
Stone  Consolidated  Inc.  The  rare  maple  is  prized  for  its  unique  grain. 

But  Turnbull  went  beyond  the  bird's  eye  issue  to  deal  with  the 
ramifications  of  an  early  18th-century  proclamation  called  Dummer's 
treaty.  He  said  it  gives  aboriginals  the  right  to  harvest  "any  and  all 
trees  they  wish  on  Crown  lands." 

"The  trees  on  Crown  lands  are  Indian  trees,"  wrote  Turnbull,  adding 
that  Crown  lands  are  reserved  for  aboriginals. 

The  issue  has  implications  beyond  New  Brunswick.  Dummer's  treaty 
applied  to  what  was  known  as  Nova  Scotia  in  the  early  1700s  now  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia. 

"It  really  has  broader  implications  in  terms  of  reasoning  for  the 
whole  Maritime  region,"  said  Fredericton  lawyer  Cleveland  Allaby,  who 
represents  Paul.  "So  Nova  Scotia  better  open  its  eyes  as  well." 

Blaine  Favel,  chief  of  the  Federation  of  Saskatchewan  Indian  Nations, 
said  the  case  is  of  national  importance  because  it  affects  aboriginals 
in  other  provinces. 

"It  addresses  the  relationship  that  First  Nations  people  have  with  the 
land,  particularly  on  unoccupied  Crown  land,"  said  Favel,  who  was  at  a 
meeting  in  Quebec  City. 

The  New  Brunswick  government  leases  much  of  its  millions  of  hectares 
of  Crown  land  to  forestry  companies  with  names  like  Irving,  Stone 
Consolidated  and  Repap.  Forestry  is  the  province's  biggest  industry, 
employing  roughly  16,000  people. 

Bev  O'Keefe,  president  of  the  luniper  Lumber  Co.  of  New  Brunswick, 
which  has  350,000  hectares  under  licence,  angrily  denounced  Turnbull's 
ruling  as  "irresponsible." 

"Not  for  a minute  am  I saying  the  natives  shouldn't  play  a role," 
O'Keefe  fumed.  "I  know  some  native  people.  We  have  some  native  people  who 
work  for  us,  both  in  our  woodlands  and  in  our  mill.  They're  very  good 
people.  I just  think  this  decision  could  be  detrimental  to  what  we've 
already  put  in  place." 


Roger  Augustine,  a New  Brunswick  member  of  the  federal  Indian  Claims 
Commission,  said  forestry  companies  have  reason  to  be  nervous. 

He  said  if  the  case  goes  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  First  Nations 
win,  then  companies  like  Irving  and  Repap  will  be  asked  to  account  for 
what  they  have  taken  off  and  used  from  Indian  lands  in  the  past  and 
present.  That  would  be  more  than  just  trees.  It  would  include  all  natural 
resources,  wildlife  and  lost  opportunities  for  aboriginal  people. 

"In  a lot  of  cases,  we're  not  really  asking  for  the  land  back," 
Augustine  said.  "We  just  want  to  be  compensated  for  the  lost 
opportunities . " 
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GUSTAFSEN  LAKE  APPEAL  RE3ECTED 

Victoria  Times  Colonist,  Friday,  November  7,  1997,  Page  A 13 

OTTAWA  (CP)  - The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  will  not  hear  the  appeal  of 
three  people  sentenced  to  jail  terms  following  the  armed  standoff  between 
natives  and  police  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  The  high  court  handed  down  its 
decision  Wednesday  in  the  case  of  Dones  William  Ignace,  Shelagh  Anne 
Franklin  and  Dames  Pitawanakwat . 

The  three  were  among  13  people  convicted  earlier  this  year,  almost  two 
years  after  the  standoff  ended.  Sentences  ranged  from  4 1/2  years  in 
prison  to  one  year  in  jail.  Franklin  was  sentenced  to  one  year  in  jail 
after  being  convicted  of  mischief.  Ignace,  leader  of  the  standoff,  got  a 
4 1/2  year  sentence  for  mischief  endangering  life,  and  other  offences. 

Pitawanakwat  was  sentenced  to  three  years  for  mischief  and  endangering 
life,  and  a two-year  concurrent  sentence  for  weapons  possession.  The  BC 
Supreme  Court  had  rejected  arguments  from  the  three  that  the  courts 
didn't  have  jurisdiction  to  proceed  against  native  people  in  most  of 
British  Columbia  and  would  not  allow  the  defence  of  self-defence  to  be 
put  before  a jury. 

The  incident  erupted  in  the  summer  of  1995  when  a group  of  aboriginals 
claimed  a piece  of  private  ranchland  in  British  Columbia's  rugged 
Chilcotin,  near  100  Mile  House. 


Letters  to  the  Times  Colonist:  timesc@interlink. be . ca 
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EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
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November  6,  1997 

Inuit  Reach  Land  and  Royalties  Deal 
Filed  at  12:25  a.m.  EST 
By  The  Associated  Press 

ST.  JOHN'S,  Newfoundland  (AP)  --  Labrador's  5,000  Inuit  will  take  control 
of  5 percent  of  the  region  as  part  of  a deal  unveiled  Wednesday  that  also 
gives  them  a chunk  of  Newfoundland's  mineral  revenues. 

Under  the  deal  with  Newfoundland's  provincial  government,  the  Inuit  -- 
formerly  known  as  Eskimos  --  will  be  given  direct  ownership  of  about  6,000 
square  miles  of  Labrador.  Labrador  is  the  mainland  portion  of  the  province, 
though  more  than  90  percent  of  its  people  live  on  the  island  of 
Newfoundland . 

Under  the  agreement,  the  Inuit  will  receive  25  percent  of  Newfoundland's 
revenues  from  mining,  oil  and  gas  production.  Officials  hope  the  settlement 
will  help  clear  the  way  for  development  of  a huge  nickel  mine  at  Voisey's 
Bay  in  Labrador  --  a project  that  has  been  slowed  by  land-claims 
negotiations . 

"I  feel  we've  reached  a fair  deal,  one  which  I believe  is  as  good  --  in 
fact,  I believe  it's  better  --  than  any  other  land-claim  settlement  in 
Canada,"  said  Newfoundland  Premier  Brian  Tobin. 

Boundaries  for  the  Inuit  territory,  to  be  known  as  Labrador  Inuit  Land, 
have  yet  to  be  finalized,  but  they  are  expected  to  encompass  areas  around 
existing  Inuit  settlements. 

The  agreement  puts  a cap  on  royalty  payments.  The  per  capita  annual  income 
of  Labrador  Inuit  is  $5,600.  Once  that  figure  hits  the  Canadian  average  of 
$12,000,  the  provincial  royalty  flow  will  be  cut  off. 

Wally  Anderson,  an  Inuit  who  sits  in  the  provincial  legislature,  was 
pleased  with  the  deal. 

"Today  will  go  down  in  history  as  the  day  we  became  part  of  the  beautiful 
province  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,"  he  said. 

"RE;  Labrador  News"  

Date:  Wed,  5 Nov  1997  21:29:26  -0330 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : Labrador  CBC  News 
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What  a difference  a month  makes  for  the  backers  of  the  Voisey's  Bay 
project . 

It  wasn't  that  long  ago  that  land  claims  talks  with  the  Inuit  were 
faltering,  and  there  were  warnings  Voisey's  Bay  could  be  delayed  or  even 
shelved . 

Now,  the  Inuit  are  looking  over  an  agreement  in  principle  on  land 
claims . 

That  has  Inco  saying  delays  may  be  no  more. 

And  it  has  Premier  Tobin  saying  delays  should  be  no  more. 

Tobin  met  today  with  Michael  Sopko,  the  President  of  Inco,  at 
Confederation  Building  in  St.  John's. 

John  Murphy  reports: 

MURPHY  REPORT  (STARTS  WITH  SOPKO  CLIP) : 

<<<<we're  gonna  move  heaven  and  earth  to  get  this  project  off  the  ground, 
rest  assured. >>>> 


Michael  Sopko  says  Inco  is  as  committed  to  the  Voisey's  Bay  project  as 
ever. 

He  says  despite  the  ups  and  downs  of  land  claims  talks  . . . despite  a 
court  ruling  halting  the  construction  of  roads  and  camps  at  the  mine  site  . 
..  Inco  hasn't  cut  back  at  all  on  its  engineering  work  or  the  size  of  its 
project  team. 

And  now,  with  real  progress  on  land  claims  with  the  Inuit,  Sopko  is  even 
starting  to  dismiss  the  one  year  delay  which  Inco  itself  recently  said 
it's  facing. 

SOPKO  CLIP: 

<<<<it's  mere  speculation  at  this  point,  you've  put  that  extra  year  delay 
out  there,  we  aren't  buying  it.  we  believe  that  there's  a darn  good  chance 
that  this  thing  is  going  to  fly  and  that  we're  gonna  then  work  very  hard 
to  put  the  impact  benefits  agreement  in  place. >>>> 

And  Premier  Tobin  says  given  developments  with  the  Inuit,  it's  time  to 
get  on  with  the  Voisey's  Bay  development. 

TOBIN  CLIP: 

<<<<there  is  no  reason  anymore,  with  respect  to  this  project,  not  to  move 
forward,  take  a green  light  on  land  claims  and  translate  the  statement  of 
principles  that  have  been  negotiated  and  signed  off  by  negotiators,  into 
an  agreement  in  principle,  that  should  happen. >>>> 

There  is  still  the  environment  assessment  of  the  project. 

Tobin  says  that's  underway  and  once  Inco  meets  it  environmental 
requirements,  there's  no  reason  to  hold  up  the  project  any  longer. 

TOBIN  CLIP: 

And  Premier  Tobin  says  he  now  wants  to  get  land  claims  talks  with  the 
Innu  onto  a so-called  fast  track. 

Tobin  says  in  light  of  the  apparent  success  of  the  fast-tracked  talks 
with  the  Inuit,  he's  hoping  to  work  out  a similar  arrangement  with  the 
Innu . 

<<<<i've  arranged  to  met  tomorrow  with  chief  katie  rich  of  the  innu 
nation  and  there  have  already  been  preliminary  discussions  between  the 
provincial  government  officials  and  innu  officials  to  discuss  the 
possibility  of  providing  for  a fast  track  negotiation  with  the  innu  nation. 

>>>> 

Tobin  says  the  agreement  with  the  Inuit  would  serve  as  a model  for  the 
approach  the  government  will  take  in  talks  with  the  Innu. 

And  he  also  says  that  as  in  the  case  of  the  Inuit  Talks, if  there's  no 
agreement  the  government  will  take  the  question  of  land  claims  to  court  to 
ask  for  a settlement  there. 

Labrador  Metis  want  in  on  land  claims  negotiations. 

They  want  their  land  claim  settled  before  Labrador  Inuit  conclude  an 
agreement  with  the  federal  and  provincial  governments. 

The  Metis  association  filed  a land  claim  of  its  own  last  year. 

But  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  haven't  yet  decided  whether 
they'll  negotiate  with  the  Metis. 

In  the  past,  the  province  has  refused  to  recognize  the  Metis. 

President  Todd  Russell  wants  to  hear  what  his  members  want  the  group  to 
do  next. 

The  first  in  a series  of  community  meetings  will  be  held  tonight. 
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LAND  CLAIMS  BACKGROUNDERS 


BACKGROUNDER  #1 


Senior  officials  of  the  federal  and  provincial  governments  and  the  LIA 
have  reached  agreement  on  major  outstanding  issues  that  will  serve  to 
facilitate  the  completion  of  an  Agreement-in-Principle.  The  agreed 
Negotiators'  Text  includes  the  following  elements. 

1)  Land  Regime 

The  Agreement  sets  out  two  categories  of  land  affecting  a total  of 
28,000  square  miles  in  northern  Labrador: 

(a)  Labrador  Inuit  Lands  (LIL)  - Labrador  Inuit  will  receive  surface 
title  to  6,100  square  miles  of  land  where  Inuit  will  enjoy  a substantial 
package  of  rights  and  benefits  including  exclusive  harvesting  rights  and 
control  of  new  developments. 

(b)  Labrador  Inuit  Settlement  Area  (LISA)  - This  area  comprises  a total 
of  21,900  square  miles  and  will  include  the  proposed  Torngat  Mountains 
National  Park  of  approximately  3,000  square  miles.  Within  LISA,  Labrador 
Inuit  will  enjoy,  among  other  rights  and  benefits,  priority  subsistence 
harvesting  rights  and  the  right  to  participate  with  governments  in  the 
management  of  wildlife,  fish,  plants  and  environmental  assessment. 

Labrador  Inuit  will  also  enjoy  rights  and  benefits  in  a marine  area  of 
approximately  17,000  square  miles  which  will  extend  to  the  12  miles 
limit . 

2)  Resource  Royalty  Sharing 

(a)  Labrador  Inuit  Lands 

Labrador  Inuit  will  receive  25  per  cent  of  provincial  resource  revenues 
from  mining,  oil  and  gas,  and  quarry  developments  in  LIL. 

(b)  Labrador  Inuit  Settlement  Area  outside  Labrador  Inuit  Lands 
Labrador  Inuit  will  receive  $1  million  of  the  first  $2  million  of 

provincial  resource  royalties  plus  five  per  cent  of  remaining  provincial 
resource  royalties  from  mining,  oil  and  gas,  and  quarry  developments  in 
LISA  outside  LIL. 

3)  Voisey's  Bay  Project 

Labrador  Inuit  will  receive  three  per  cent  of  provincial  resource 
royalties  from  the  Voisey's  Bay  project.  LIA  has  committed  to  use  best 
efforts  to  conclude  an  IIBA  with  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company. 

4)  Inuit  Impact  and  Benefit  Agreements  (IIBA's) 

IIBA's  which  are  to  be  negotiated  between  a developer  and  Labrador  Inuit 
will  be  compulsory  for  developments  on  LIL  and  for  major  developments  in 
LISA  outside  LIL.  A major  development  is  any  development  that  entails 
capital  expenditures  of  $40  million  or  150  person  years  of  employment 
in  any  five  year  period. 

5)  Cash 

The  federal  government  will  provide  Labrador  Inuit  with  $140  million  in 
cash  and  up  to  $115  million  in  dedicated  funds  to  be  used  for  such 
things  as  fisheries,  economic  development  and  general  implementation. 

6)  Self-Government 

Agreement  has  been  reached  on  Inuit  Community  Governance  which 
guarantees  Inuit  political  control  over  the  communities  of  Nain, 

Hopedale,  Makkovik,  Postville  and  Rigolet  while  protecting  the  political 
rights  of  non-Inuit  residents  of  the  communities.  Inuit  and  existing 
non-Inuit  residents,  at  the  date  of  the  Agreement-in-Principle,  will  be 
guaranteed  at  least  75  per  cent  of  all  council  seats  in  each  of  the  five 
Inuit  communities.  Up  to  25  per  cent  of  council  seats,  but  no  less  than 
one,  will  be  set  aside  for  new  non-Inuit  residents  who  take  up  residence 
after  the  date  of  Agreement-in-Principle. 

Negotiation  of  other  aspects  of  self-government  including  the  law  making 
powers  of  the  Inuit  Government,  provision  of  programs  and  services  to 
Inuit,  and  funding  of  the  Inuit  Government  will  be  concluded  prior  to 
the  Final  Agreement 


BACKGROUNDER  #2 


A comprehensive  land  claim  agreement  is  a modern  treaty  which  provides 


Aboriginal  groups  with  a wide  range  of  land  and  resource  rights  and 
benefits.  Negotiated  agreements  provide  a defined  package  of  treaty 
rights  and  benefits  which  receive  constitutional  protection. 

Comprehensive  land  claims  negotiations  proceed  through  a series  of 
stages:  Framework  Agreement;  Agreement-in-Principle;  Final  Agreement  and 
Implementation.  In  November  1990  the  federal  and  provincial  governments 
and  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  (LIA)  satisfied  the  first  stage  with 
the  signing  of  a Framework  Agreement  which  set  out  the  process  and 
subjects  for  negotiation. 

The  provincial  government's  objective  in  negotiating  comprehensive  land 
claim  agreements  is  to  achieve  certain  and  final  settlement  of 
Aboriginal  claims  to  territory  within  the  Province.  Certainty  as  to  the 
ownership  of  lands  and  how  such  lands  are  to  be  managed  will  provide  a 
more  stable  environment  for  development  and  investment.  It  is 
government's  position  that  final  settlement  will  be  achieved  by  defining 
Labrador  Inuit  rights  and  benefits  in  a land  claim  agreement,  in 
exchange  for  the  release  of  all  Labrador  Inuit  claims  to  provincial 
lands  and  resources.  Settlement  of  the  land  claim  is  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  long  term  economic  and  social  development  of  the 
province,  and  contribute  to  the  economic,  social  and  cultural 
development  of  Labrador  Inuit  claimants.  Negotiations  are  intended  to 
accommodate  the  interests  of  Labrador  Inuit,  governments  and  third 
parties . 

Negotiations  to  reach  an  Agreement-in-Principle  commenced  in  December 
1990  with  a plan  to  complete  this  stage  by  the  end  of  1994.  Progress  was 
very  slow.  In  an  attempt  to  accelerate  the  process,  the  Province  and  the 
LIA  agreed  to  exchange  comprehensive  proposals  in  1993.  Although  this 
exchange  of  proposals  did  provide  the  parties  with  a better 
understanding  of  their  respective  positions  on  all  subjects,  it  did  not 
result  in  the  desired  acceleration  of  the  negotiation  process. 

The  prospect  of  a major  mine  development  at  Voisey's  Bay  prompted  the 
parties  to  again  focus  on  the  importance  of  achieving  an 
Agreement-in-Principle  as  quickly  as  possible.  In  fact,  the  LIA  have 
taken  the  position  that  the  Voisey's  Bay  INCO  project  cannot  proceed 
prior  to  achievement  of  an  Agreement-in-Principle . 

In  Duly  1996  Premier  Brian  Tobin,  President  of  the  LIA  and  the  Minister 
of  Indian  Affairs  and  Northern  Development  agreed  to  fast-track 
negotiations.  Parties  agreed  to  centralize  negotiations  in  St.  Dohn's 
and  work  towards  a March  31,  1997  target  date. 

Meetings  of  senior  officials  from  all  three  parties  were  held  in  Ottawa 
from  October  20-29,  1997.  These  meetings  resulted  in  a basis  for  an 
Agreement-in-Principle,  which  was  ratified  by  all  three  parties.  From 
there,  the  lawyers,  financial  experts  and  land  claims  specialists  will 
work  toward  a finalized  Agreement-in-Principle . 


BACKGROUNDER  #3 

INNU  NATION  LAND  CLAIM  NEGOTIATIONS 


+ The  Innu  Nation  first  filed  their  land  claim  with  the  Government  of 
Canada  in  November  of  1977.  There  was  insufficient  historical  and  land 
use  documentation  at  that  time  in  support  of  their  claim  so  the  federal 
government  provided  financial  support  to  the  Innu  to  research  and 
complete  the  necessary  documentation.  This  was  submitted  and  accepted  by 
both  governments  in  October  of  1990. 

[Nfld.  neglects  to  mention  that  until  1990,  there  was  a 'short  list'. 
Canada's  policy  was  to  only  accept  6 comprehensive  claims  for  negotiation 
at  one  time.  For  Innu  Nation  to  enter  the  process,  a 7th  claim  table  was 
established,  effectively  ending  the  short  list.  - ed] 

+ Framework  negotiations  began  with  the  Innu  in  Duly  of  1991. 

+ While  a Framework  Agreement  was  officially  signed  by  the  three  parties 
(Innu  Nation,  Canada  and  Newfoundland)  at  a ceremony  in  St.  Dohn's  on 
March  29,  1996,  substantive  negotiation  of  an  Agreement-in-Principle 
(AIP)  had  already  commenced  in  mid-1995. 

+ The  Innu  Nation  and  both  governments  have  also  agreed  to  negotiate 
comprehensive  self-government  arrangements.  A Framework  Agreement  to 


this  effect  was  signed  on  February  27 , 1997.  These  negotiations  are 
being  conducted  concurrently  with  the  Innu  land  claim  negotiations. 

+ In  general,  the  negotiating  sessions  last  a full  week  with  the  first 
two  days  set  aside  for  the  negotiation  of  self-government  and  the  next  three 
days  spent  on  land  claim  issues.  The  parties  spend  the  next  two  to  three 
weeks  in  preparation  for  the  next  week  long  session.  Drafts  and  other 
discussion  papers  are  also  often  exchanged  in  between  formal  sessions  at 
the  negotiating  table. 

+ A work  plan  has  been  established  by  the  three  parties  which 
anticipates  an  AIP  on  land  claim  settlement  in  the  fall  of  1999  and  an  AIP 
on  Innu  self-government  about  nine  months  later. 

+ Preliminary  discussions  between  government  officials  and  the  Innu 
Nation  to  establish  a fast-track  negotiating  process  on  this  land  claim  have 
occurred . 

1997  11  05  1:05  p.m. 

"RE : Bison  Activists  on  Call"  
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I hope  this  indicates  that  things  will  be  different  for  the 
Yellowstone  bison  this  winter  because  of  these  folks,  but  until  the 
government  stops  saying  they  will  shot  bison  who  test  "positive",  imo  no 
progress  will  be  made.  Bison  who  test  positive  for  brucellosis  are  not 
communicators  of  the  disease,  any  more  than  cattle  are  who  would  also  would 
test  "positive"  if  they  have  been  vaccinated  against  the  disease.  The  test 
they  use  only  shows  the  presence  of  antibodies,  which  is  NOT  an  indicator 
of  active  disease.  This  article  is  from  the  Billings  Gazette. 

Friday,  November  07,  1997,  5:43:10  PM 
Bison  activists  say  they'll  be  on  call  this  winter  to  haze  bison 

BOZEMAN,  Mont.(AP)  - A coalition  of  activists  says  it  will  have  volunteers 
on  call  this  winter  to  haze  errant  bison  off  private  property  near  Gardiner 
and  West  Yellowstone,  in  hopes  of  avoiding  more  bison  killing. 

"We've  got  volunteers  coming  from  as  far  as  Hawaii,"  said  Mike  Mease,  who 
co-founded  the  organization  Buffalo  Nations  with  Rosalie  Little  Thunder, 
the  Lakota  Sioux  activist  who  was  arrested  during  a bison  protest  last 
winter. 

Almost  1,100  Yellowstone  National  Park  bison  were  killed  when  they  left 
the  park  in  search  of  forage  last  winter.  Livestock  officials  fear  the  bison 
will  spread  the  disease  brucellosis  to  Montana  cattle. 

Mease  said  his  group  wants  to  make  sure  killing  on  that  scale  doesn't 
occur  again. 

"No  one  has  learned  a lesson  after  killing  1,100  bison  last  year  and 
that's  completely  unacceptable,"  Mease  said.  "People  aren't  going  to  sit  by 
and  watch  the  state  of  Montana  kill  off  the  last  wild  buffalo." 

He  said  there  will  be  a core  group  of  10  volunteers  available  all  winter 
and  as  many  as  25  people  on  the  ground  at  some  times.  Volunteers  will 
include  members  of  the  Sioux,  Blackfeet,  Crow,  Nez  Perce  and  other  tribes 
as  well  as  non-Indian  people.  Mease  said. 

The  group  has  offices  in  both  Gardiner  and  West  Yellowstone  and  has  a 
cabin  and  a teepee  set  up  near  West  Yellowstone. 

The  teepee  will  be  the  group's  "base  camp"  and  is  on  private  land  near 
Horse  Butte,  which  is  where  the  state  Livestock  Department  plans  to  set  up 
a bison  capture  facility  this  year. 

Mease  said  the  group  now  has  5,000  members  in  all  50  states  and  "they  are 
perturbed  at  what  happened  last  year." 

Volunteers,  who  will  spend  from  one  week  to  a month  or  more  in  the  area, 
will  haze  the  animals  from  snowshoes,  skis  and  snowmobiles.  They  will  not 
chase  the  animals  back  into  the  park,  where  deep  snow  and  hunger  drive  them 
out  in  most  winters,  but  instead  will  "shepherd"  them  to  "areas  where 


they're  a lot  more  safe." 

They  also  plan  to  intervene  if  bison  are  seen  heading  toward  the  bison 
traps . 

Montana  and  federal  officials  this  summer  announced  they  had  reached  a 
tentative  agreement  on  a long-term  bison  management  plan  that  included  a 
quarantine  facility  and  trying  to  acquire  more  winter  range  for  the 
animals . 

However,  an  environmental  impact  statement  outlining  that  plan  has  been 
delayed  until  late  December  or  early  January  and  a final  plan  cannot  be  put 
in  place  until  several  months  after  that  at  the  earliest,  park  spokeswoman 
Cheryl  Matthews  said. 

That  means  last  year's  interim  plan  is  still  in  effect  for  this  year.  It 
calls  for  capturing  and  slaughtering  all  bison  that  try  to  leave  the  park 
in  the  Gardiner  area  on  the  west  side  of  the  Yellowstone  River. 

In  the  West  Yellowstone  area,  all  bison  that  can  be  captured  will  be 
tested  for  brucellosis,  with  only  positive  animals  being  killed.  Animals 
that  can't  be  captured  will  be  shot. 

"RE : Oneida  Inducted  into  Lacrosse  Hall  of  Fame"  
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Travis  Cook</A> 

For  Immediate  Release  October  27,  1997 

Nation  Employee  Inducted  Into  Lacrosse  Hall  Of  Fame 

ONEIDA  INDIAN  NATION  --  Longtime  Central  New  York  lacrosse  player  Travis 
Cook,  an  Oneida  Indian  Nation  employee,  was  honored  at  the  inaugural 
induction  ceremony  at  the  Ontario  Lacrosse  Hall  of  Fame  and  Museum  in  St. 
Catherine's,  Ontario,  Canada.  He  joins  a long  list  of  outstanding  athletes 
who  have  played  this  traditional  game  originated  by  the  Iroquois. 

Cook,  a member  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  who  works  as  director  of  the  Oneida 
Indian  Nation's  Recreation  and  Youth  Development  Department,  was  nominated 
for  the  honor  by  his  home  territory  of  Akwesasne  Mohawk  Reservation,  which 
is  straddled  between  New  York  State  and  Canada.  The  award  is  given  to  those 
players  who  have  demonstrated  outstanding  ability  over  an  extended  period  of 
time.  Cook  played  lacrosse  in  both  high  school  and  at  SUNY  Oswego.  In  1974 
he  played  with  the  Syracuse  Stingers,  a National  Lacrosse  League  team,  and 
the  following  year  he  played  with  the  Quebec  Caribous,  also  a professional 
team.  He  was  instrumental  in  helping  the  Oneida  Nation  Silverhawks  lacrosse 
team  in  joining  the  Iroquois  Lacrosse  Association  and  continues  to  play 
with  the  team.  Travis  also  works  with  youth  in  the  Nation's  Junior  Hawks 
Lacrosse  Team. 

As  one  of  73  inductees  of  the  inaugural  class,  Travis  said  he  was  thrilled 
with  this  recognition.  "There  will  never  be  another  first  time  for  this 
honor,"  said  Travis.  "It  was  rewarding  to  even  be  considered  for  induction, 
actually  being  inducted  makes  me  extremely  proud."  Travis  has  worked  for  the 
Nation  since  1994  and  lives  in  Fulton  with  his  wife,  Claudia,  and  three 
children . 

For  more  information,  contact  Mark  Emery,  media  relations  manager, 

Oneida  Nation  Department  of  Communications  at  315-361-7896. 
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Nation  Expands  Silver  Covenant  Chain  Grants 

ONEIDA  INDIAN  NATION  --  Counties,  cities,  towns  and  villages  in  the 
Oneida  Nation's  270,000  acre  land  claims  area  will  now  have  the 
opportunity  of  participating  in  a voluntary  grant  program  that  makes  it 
possible  for  them  to  receive  revenue  far  in  excess  of  the  monies  they 
would  have  received  if  sovereign  land  held  by  the  Nation  were  taxable.  At 
a news  conference  held  today,  the  Oneida  Nation  announced  an  expansion  of 
its  Silver  Covenant  Chain  Grants  to  participating  local  governments  in  the 
Nation's  270,000  acre  reservation,  as  defined  by  the  1794  Treaty  of 
Canandaigua . 

The  grant  monies  from  this  program  in  most  cases  nearly  doubles  the 
amount  of  lost  tax  revenue.  In  one  case,  the  grant  monies  are  nearly  17 
times  higher.  The  Nation  has  been  discussing  the  expansion  of  the  Silver 
Covenant  Grants  program  with  Town  of  Verona  Supervisor  Maurice  Deeley  for 
over  a year  and  with  Oneida  County  Executive  Ralph  Eannace,  Assemblywoman 
RoAnn  Destito  and  State  Senator  Ray  Meier  since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Under  the  1998  Silver  Covenant  Chain  Grant  program,  the  Town  of  Verona 
will  receive  $55,229.75  or  nearly  17  times  the  value  of  revenues  that 
would  have  been  due  as  property  taxes  on  lands  the  Nation  has  repossessed, 
while  Oneida  County  will  receive  $71,082.25  or  nearly  double  what  the 
taxes  would  have  been.  These  grants  will  relieve  participating  county 
governments  of  the  burden  of  having  to  reimburse  local  governments  and 
schools  because  sovereign  land  is  exempt  from  taxation. 

First  started  in  February,  1996,  as  a voluntary  grant  program  with  gifts 
to  local  schools,  the  Oneida  Nation  Silver  Covenant  Chain  Grants  will  now 
provide  monies  for  local  governments  which  operate  within  the  Nation's  270, 
000  acre  reservation  as  defined  by  the  1794  Treaty  of  Canandaigua.  Local 
governments  in  the  two  county  area  that  fall  within  the  Nation's 
reservation  can  participate  in  the  program  if  they  agree  to  remove  from 
the  tax  rolls  the  sovereign  land  that  has  been  repossessed  and  if  they 
have  a government-to-government  relationship  with  the  Nation  that  is 
characterized  by  a covenant  of  cooperation  and  goodwill. 

"Once  again,  as  the  Nation  and  its  enterprises  have  grown  and  we  are 
better  able  to  provide  for  our  own  people,  we  are  now  better  able  to 
extend  that  good  fortune  to  surrounding  governments,"  said  Oneida  Nation 
Representative  Ray  Flalbritter.  "These  grants  mark  the  friendship  that  has 
existed  between  our  people  and  the  non-native  residents  of  this  area  for 
over  200  years.  These  grants  are  a gesture  of  friendship  --something  the 
world  certainly  needs  to  see  more  often.  This  gesture  of  friendship  will 
help  relieve  the  burden  facing  local  property  taxpayers." 

Two  local  officials  present  for  the  announcement  had  praise  for  the 
program.  According  to  Town  of  Verona  Supervisor  Maurice  Deeley,  "The 
expansion  of  the  Silver  Covenant  Chain  Grants  to  local  governments  is 
clear  evidence  that  great  things  can  happen  when  leaders  cooperate.  The 
scope  of  this  program  demonstrates  the  friendship  of  the  Oneida  People  and 
their  commitment  to  rebuilding  the  area's  economy."  "The  Oneida  Nation  has 
again  developed  a program  that  shows  their  intention  to  be  good  neighbors, 

" stated  Oneida  County  Executive  Ralph  Eannace.  He  added,  "Cooperation  is 
once  again  benefiting  all  of  us." 

Background  on  the  Silver  Covenant  Chain  of  Friendship  The  grants  are 
named  in  recognition  of  the  historical  Silver  Covenant  Chain  of  Friendship 
which  dates  to  the  time  when  the  Oneida  Nation,  by  itself  and  as  a part  of 
the  Haudenosaunee  (Iroquois)  Confederacy,  made  treaties  with  the 
fledgling  United  States  and  other  foreign  nations.  Both  in  history  and  in 
the  cross-community  actions  undertaken  by  the  Nation,  the  Oneidas  are 
unique  among  the  Haudenosaunee  in  remaining  true  to  the  bonds  of 
friendship  created  two  centuries  ago.  That  bond  has  been  represented  in 
recent  times  by  the  Nation's  many  efforts  to  share  the  benefits  of  its 
economic  growth  and  expansion  with  surrounding  communities.  These  efforts 
include  the  Silver  Covenant  Chain  Grants  made  to  local  schools  since  the 
beginning  of  1996,  and  the  regional  tourism  program  launched  in  September 
of  this  year. 


The  "chain"  is  actually  represented  by  a series  of  treaties  made  between 
the  Haudenosaunee  nations  and  the  United  States.  The  Haudenosaunee  decided 
the  chain  should  be  represented  by  silver  since  it  is  a white,  pure  metal 
representing  their  sincerity  and  the  attachment  of  great  value  to  the 
bonds  of  friendship  so  created  between  men  and  nations. 

The  Haudenosaunee  made  sure  the  parties  involved  in  the  treaties  met 
often,  thus  sustaining  the  bonds.  Indeed,  they  chose  the  phrase  "covenant 
chain"  because  the  word  covenant  means  a mutual  exchange  of  promises.  In 
other  words,  both  parties  must  keep  their  word  and  meet  frequently  to 
"polish  the  chain"  (i.  e.  review  their  covenants  to  each  other)  in  order 
to  keep  it  bright  and  free  from  tarnish. 

Most  importantly,  the  idea  that  the  parties  would  meet  to  again  pledge 
their  friendship  meant  the  words  of  the  treaties  would  remain  intact.  - 
For  more  information,  contact  Mark  Emery,  media  relations  manager,  Oneida 
Nation  Department  of  Communications  at  315-361-7896. 
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LAND  CLAIMS,  UP  A TREE 

The  Globe  and  Mail,  Editorial,  Thursday,  November  6,  1997 

The  initial  reaction  to  the  decision  of  a New  Brunswick  court  has  been 
subdued,  considering  the  potential  ramifications.  It  is  yet  another  case 
involving  native  rights  to  harvest  natural  resources  pursuant  to  treaties 
that  are,  by  Canadian  historical  standards,  ancient.  The  uncertainty  that 
results,  however,  is  very  current. 

In  this  case,  Thomas  Paul,  a Micmac  Indian,  was  charged  under  the  New 
Brunswick  Crown  Lands  and  Forest  Act  with  illegally  cutting  a valuable 
bird's  eye  maple  tree  on  Crown  land  - land  on  which  a license  to  harvest 
timber  had  already  been  sold  to  somebody  else.  Mr.  Paul  took  the  position 
that,  according  to  the  terms  of  Dummer's  Treaty  of  1725,  the  land,  and 
all  that  it  grows,  belongs  to  the  Indians.  The  province  took  the  view 
that  Crown  land  is  not  subject  to  any  such  claims. 

Stepping  into  the  breach,  the  judge  characterized  himself  as  an  "activist 
judge,"  one  working  to  place  this  case  in  the  larger  historical  context. 

He  commented  that  Indians  in  New  Brunswick  have  enjoyed  the  right  to  live 
on  Crown  land,  and  perhaps  even  cut  timber  there  for  personal  use.  To 
assess  the  scope  of  the  use,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  look  at  the 
historical  conditions  that  existed  at  the  time  the  treaty  was  made. 

The  judge  concluded  that  in  1725  not  a single  English  person  resided  in 
present-day  New  Brunswick.  Neither  Dummer's  Treaty  nor  the  Royal 
Proclamation  of  1763  extinguished  native  rights  in  the  land.  And,  on  that 
basis,  he  came  to  a bold  conclusion,  that  "the  Indians  of  New  Brunswick 
do  have  land  rights  and  that  such  are  treaty  rights...  It  does  not  matter 
what  such  rights  are  called.  It  is  not  a right  restricted  to  personal 
use,  but  a full-blown  right  of  beneficial  ownership  and  possession  in 
keeping  with  the  concept  of  this  is  our  land  - that  is  your  land." 

This  seems  to  mean  that  New  Brunswick  natives  enjoy  a right  to  harvest 
trees  on  Crown  land,  with  no  restriction.  A commercial  enterprise  may 
have  a licence  to  cut,  but  the  treaty  right  apparently  takes  priority, 
throwing  existing  arrangements  into  some  turmoil.  How  far  do  such  rights 
extend?  Is  the  native  treaty  right  limited  to  cutting  trees  - or  does  it 
extend  to  all  sorts  of  other  activities?  The  New  Brunswick  government 
reportedly  fears  widespread  poaching  of  trees  and  is  considering  an 
appeal  of  the  decision.  It  is  unlikely  that  the  15,000  New  Brunswick 
Indians  pose  an  overnight  commercial  challenge  to  the  established  logging 
interests.  What  this  decision  does  give  them,  though,  is  a lever  to  use 
in  negotiation  with  government,  or  private  companies. 


Judicial  restraint,  particularly  in  such  complex  circumstances,  where  the 
fundamentals  of  land  use  are  in  question,  is  imperative.  Ultimately,  our 
elected  representatives  may  be  faced  with  the  difficult  task  of 
negotiating  an  equitable  resolution  to  address  native  claims.  Whether  or 
not  this  decision  stands,  it  sharply  focuses  the  pressing  national  need 
to  work  to  resolve  the  competing  interests  laying  claim  to  Crown  land  and 
resources.  One  year  ago,  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  Peoples 
recommended  that  Ottawa  reject  the  doctrine  of  terra  nulluis,  which  says 
that  Canada  was  vacant  land  when  European  settlers  arrived.  After 
examining  the  applicable  treaties  in  this  case,  the  judge  seemed  to  agree. 

It  is  time  for  a concerted  leadership  effort  to  determine  the  scope  of 
treaty  rights,  to  bury  the  uncertainty  that  flares  up  each  time  they  are 
litigated.  Treaties  have  to  be  respected,  but  through  negotiation  they 
can  be  adopted  to  suit  modern  circumstance. 


Letters  to  the  Globe  and  Mail:  letters@GlobeAndMail . ca 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 
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Navajos  reject  gambling  in  referendum 
Copyright  c 1997  Nando.net 
Copyright  c 1997  Agence  France-Presse 

WINDOW  ROCK,  Arizona  (November  5,  1997  2:11  p.m.  EST 
http://www.nando.net)  - Navajo  voters  for  the  second  time  in  three 
years  voted  against  opening  gambling  casinos  as  traditionalists  held 
out  against  what  they  saw  as  opening  the  door  to  greed. 

Unofficial  vote  tallies  Tuesday  night  showed  18,087  voters  opposed 
gambling  and  15,305  supported  it,  little  changed  from  the  vote  three 
years  ago  despite  a $50,000  tribal  council  campaign  favoring 
gambling. 

Some  33,390  Navajos  went  to  the  polls,  according  to  unofficial  totals. 
The  turnout  was  less  than  the  49,000  who  voted  in  the  1994  gambling 
referendum  but  higher  than  tribal  predictions. 

Navajo  officials  had  hoped  that  opening  casinos  near  tourist  areas 
would  create  jobs  on  the  reservation,  where  unemployment  hovers 
around  50  percent,  and  generate  revenues  for  badly  needed  services. 

But  Navajo  elders  said  their  history  has  shown  that  nothing  good  ever 
happens  when  Navajos  gamble,  and  they  worried  that  it  would  create 
gambling  addicts,  domestic  squabbles  and  teach  their  young  poor 
ethics . 

If  gaming  on  the  reservation  had  been  approved,  it  would  have  earned 
$60  million  annually,  according  to  a 1993  feasibility  study. 

Despite  the  second  defeat  for  gaming,  its  supporters  say  they  have  not 
given  up  the  cause. 
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U.S.  Stance  on  Tibet  Mirrored  By  Hawaiian  Kingdom 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

While  the  heated  issue  of  Chinese  imperialist  oppression  and  genocide  in 
Tibet  sweeps  the  United  States,  few  Americans  seem  willing  to  check  out  the 
thorny  issues  of  sovereignty  hidden  beneath  their  own  cultural  carpet. 

In  1893,  a coalition  of  supremacist  missionaries,  merchants,  and 
industrialists, on  behalf  of  and  backed  by  the  U.S.  military,  staged  an 
armed  insurrection  against  the  sovereign  Kingdom  of  Hawai'i  and  the 
legitimate  government  of  Queen  Liliuokalani . After  her  Royal  Palace  was 
surrounded  by  U.S.  Marines  aiming  cannons  at  her.  Queen  Liliuokalani  agreed 
to  step  down  to  avoid  violence,  but  never  relinquished  the  sovereignty  of 
her  realm;  she  in  fact  appealed  to  us,  the  future  citizens  and 
representatives  of  the  U.S.,  to  make  amends  for  this  blatant  act  of  racist 
imperialism  (called  "Manifest  Destiny"  back  then) . The  Hawaiian  people  are 
still  waiting. 

In  1993  the  Clinton  Administration  and  the  U.S.  Congress  acknowledged  the 
illegal  overthrow  of  the  Kingdom  of  Hawai'i,  and  apologized,  but  made  no 
move  toward  restoration  or  restitution.  There  are  hereditary  royalty  (alii) 
all  over  the  islands  of  Hawai'i,  and  every  year  each  island  celebrates  a 
royal  court,  with  full  cultural  sacredness  and  pride.  How  much  different  is 
this  situation  than  the  displaced  court  of  the  Dalai  Lama?  Only  the  degree 
of  cultural  genocide  one  chooses  to  define...  History  speaks  clearly  in  the 
case  of  the  Kingdom  of  Hawai'i...  a sovereign  nation  overthrown  for 
military  and  racial  supremacy. 

Very  interesting  that  President  liang  made  his  first  stop  at  Pearl  Harbor, 
the  seat  of  U.S.  military  might  on  which  the  Marines  planted  their  flags 
first.  Pearl  Harbor  is  now  the  base  of  planet-melting  nuclear  aircraft 
carriers  and  submarines,  leading  Hawaiians  to  conclude  that  ridding  their 
Kingdom  of  the  U.S.  military  machine  will  be  an  uphill  battle  on  the  scale 
of  David  vs.  Goliath. 

Aloha  and  Namaste.... 

Bee  Llewellyn  Evans 
< beezee@earth ling. net > 

EarthSeed  Sanctuary 
POB  6271  Hilo  96720  HAWAI'I 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Surf  on  In  to  Hawaiian  Independence  WebSite: 
http : //www . hawaii- nation . org/ index . html 


May  the  Love  of  the  Goddess  surround  You 
On  Earth  as  in  Heaven  the  Beauty  Way 
Power  and  Wisdom  flow  through  You 
Healing  and  Blessing  our  World  this  Day 
ALOHA  from  {{{EarthSeed  Sanctuary}}}!!! 

{{{EarthWisdom  Mothership}}}  http://www.earthwisdom.com 
— end  forwarded  text 

[Note:  another  parallel  between  Hawaii  and  Tibet  is  that  1959  is  the  year 
in  which  Tibet  was  forcibly  incorporated  into  China  and  also  the  same  year 
that  Hawaii  was  fraudulently  incorporated  into  America.  To  understand  the 
total  lack  of  legitimacy  of  the  1959  "plebiscite"  by  which  America  claims 
Hawaii  chose  to  become  a state,  consider  this  parallel:  If  China  were  to 
hold  a vote  today,  giving  the  choices  for  Tibet  to  1)  become  a province  of 
China,  or  2)  remain  an  occupied  territory;  and  allowing  their  own  military 
personnel  (who  now  outnumber  the  native  Tibetans  around  the  holy  city  of 
Llasa)  to  vote,  but  not  allowing  any  Tibetan  to  vote  who  refused  to  become 
a citizen  of  China,  this  would  be  considered  blatantly  fraudulent  and 
invalid  in  the  international  community.  Yet  this  is  precisely  what 
happened  in  Hawaii  in  1959.  - SC] 

Free  Tibet  * * * Free  Hawaii 


Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign 


info@hawaii-nation.org  http://hawaii-nation.org  [ 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian , whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

"RE:  Zapatistas/Solidarity  Action"  — 
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Sub j : Zapatistas:  Solidarity  Action 
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We  have  been  sent  this  letter  by  the  NCDM  on  behalf  of  the  EZLN  requesting 
your  support.  This  is  an  option  for  you  we  hope  that  everyone  can  support 
this  effort.  This  is  a first  step  in  the  Netwarriors  activity  to  begin 
raising  greater  awareness  for  the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  Mexico  due  to  their 
current  risk.  Your  support  is  required  and  your  demands  are  appreciated 
and  we  will  eventually  impact.  You  are  all  truly  Netwarriors ! ! ! 

Dust  reply  with  the  letter  below  in  the  message  area. 

OPTION:  cc  NCDM  or  the  other  way  around.  You  may  also  forward  directly  to 
these  Heads  of  State  on  your  letter  head  by  mail.  Please  let  us  know  so  we 
can  keep  a count  as  we  monitor  our  effectiveness  this  way  and  shift  if  we 
aren't  getting  it!!!  frontline  necessity. 

If  you  want  your  email  address  to  remain  anonymous,  put  "anonymous"  in  the 
subject  header.  Netwarriors  will  send  it  out  without  depicting  your 
address,  but  your  name  and/or  organization  should  be  included. 

La  lucha  sigue! 

In  solidarity  and  resistance,  NDCM 
~k  nw 

Again:  anyone  wishing  to  remain  outside  of  this  issue  just  send  a note  and 
we'll  put  your  contact  information  in  the  other  file  which  will  continue  to 
serve  the  international  standard  setting  arena. 

begin  template 

To  President  Clinton 
To  President  Zedillo 

It  has  come  to  our  attention  that  hundreds  of  communities  throughout 
Mexico,  particularly  in  Chiapas  and  other  southern  states  with  large 
Indigenous  populations,  have  been  militarized  during  the  past  four  years, 
and  human  rights  abuses  occur  with  impunity  across  the  country  on  a daily 
basis.  Recently  we  have  been  made  aware  that  conditions  have  grown 
particularly  critical  in  Chiapas  and  other  southern  states,  where  a virtual 
civil  war  and  state  of  siege  exist  as  the  result  of  the  activities  by 
government-backed  paramilitary  groups  and  the  Mexican  military's  occupation 
of  the  Indigenous  communities.  Dust  since  the  elections  in  Duly,  reported 
human  rights  violations  in  these  communities  have  included:  5,000 
indigenous  have  been  displaced  in  the  last  felt  months  because  of  the 
virtual  civil  war  in  northern  Chiapas;  800  just  during  the  past  month. 

There  have  been  significant  troop  movements  in  Chiapas.  One  new  base, 
composed  of  more  than  500  soldiers  has  been  established  less  than  5 miles 
away  from  the  Zapatista  Village  of  La  Realidad  On  November  4,  1997 
paramilitary  troops  attempted  to  assassinate  Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz,  a member 
the  CONAI,  who  has  been  a proponent  for  a just  and  dignified  resolution  to 
the  war  in  Chiapas  More  than  a hundred  people  have  been  killed  in  the  last 
three  months  more  than  12  international  human  rights  observers  have  been 
expelled  from  Chiapas  in  the  last  6 months  Human  Rights  organizations  such 
as  Amnesty  International  and  Human  Rights  Watch  have  come  out  with  recent 
reports  documenting  the  widespread  use  of  torture,  disappearances, 
extra  judicial  killings  and  other  acts  of  violence  by  the  Mexican  military 
and  paramilitary  groups  in  Chiapas  and  throughout  Mexico  Yet  U.S. 
foreign  policy  as  well  as  national  media  have  been  virtually  silent 
regarding  these  profoundly  disturbing  events. 


President  Clinton  and  President  Zedillo,  the  low-intensity  war  in 
Chiapas  and  the  resulting  human  rights  situation  are  intolerable.  As 
peoples,  from  many  different  nations,  we  want  you  to  know  that  we  are  aware 
of  the  war  in  Chiapas  and  of  the  genocidal  policies  which  the  Indigenous 
peoples  of  that  state  are  subject  to. 

Sirs,  a just  and  peaceful  resolution  to  the  demands  and  needs  of 
Mexico's  Indigenous  peoples  is  long  overdue.  The  war  and  disregard  for  the 
lives  and  rights  of  those  peoples  has  gone  on  for  too  long.  It  is  time  for 
the  United  States  and  Mexico  fulfill  its  moral  and  legal  co 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Nov  19  23:00:46  1997 
Date:  Tue,  18  Nov  1997  19:33:55  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.047 
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This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  Innu-L  lists; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 
NASC  News;  First  Nations  News;  People's  Paths  home  page; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 
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Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 


We  are  vanishing  from  the  earth,  yet  I cannot  think  we  are  useless  or 
Usen  (God)  would  not  have  created  us." 

_ Chief  Goyathlay  (Geronimo),  Chiricahua 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

| i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  [ 

t so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 


As  a followup  to  the  Elder  in  Lakota  Homes  who  was  being  evicted. 

Her  court  date  is  the  17th.  Thanks  to  many  people  who  faxed,  called  in 
protest  we  feel  hopeful  and  she  does  have  a attorney  now  to  represent  her. 

Also,  very  good  news.  She  is  being  flown  to  the  Mayo  Clinic  for  further 
medical  treatment  thanks  to  a anonymous  benefactor. 

We  thank  everyone,  and  especially  Grandfathers  who  moved  many  hearts  to 
help. 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/ww\=/\=/\=/w\=/\= 


The  White  House  Christmas  Tree  is  being  cut  down  today  in  the  Sacred 
Black  Hills. 

A couple  of  questions  come  to  mind. 

Did  they  ask  permission  of  the  tree? 

Did  they  ask  permission  of  the  Lakota  Nation  who  legally  own  it? 

Did  they  obtain  a permit  to  cut  like  the  rest  of  us  would  have  to  do? 
Will  they  replant  that  which  they've  cut? 

I think  we  all  probably  know  the  answers.... 


=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/w\=/\= 


Date:  Mon,  Nov  17,  1997  6:07  PM  EDT 
From:  WmBattles 

Sub j : Darkness  befalls  the  Navajo 

It  is  sad  to  report  on  the  footprints  of  the  loss  of  Dr.  Annie  Wauneka,  the 
Navajo  Nation  also  has  witnessed  the  loss  of  Kay  Bennett,  an  age  old  story 
teller  and  traditional  singer  of  the  tribe;  and  as  well  William  Tso. 

William  Tso,  the  Chief  Justices  brother,  has  been  lost  to  the  Navajo  Nation. 
William  Tso  served  as  the  Shiprock  Council  Delegate  since  1990.  He  was  in 
his  third  year  of  his  second  term.  William  suffered  rheumatoid  arthritis, 
but  was  not  known  to  have  suffered  from  heart  disease. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Carlena,  and  two  daughters,  Willimeana  and 
Willetta,  18  and  12.  He  had  four  brothers  and  three  sisters.  He  died 
Saturday  at  San  Juan  Regional  Medical  Center.  He  was  38  years  of  age. 


=/\=/W\=/\=/WW\=/\=/W\=/\=/\=/W\=/\=/W\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 

This  week  I was  sent  more  possible  contacts.  Of  those  the  following  three 
I have  been  able  to  verify  somewhat  and  include  in  this  list. 

Date:  Fri,  14  Nov  1997  15:06:03 
From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Gary  Night  Owl 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http : //rtt . Colorado . edu/~cameron/ LakxotaKxoyag . html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  the  Cherry  Creek 
and  Bridger  communities  on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 


LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Holy 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.0.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Keeler  and  Freidan  Condon 
Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
P.0.  Box  181 
Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Keeler  Condon 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
House  #11 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 


Date:  Wed,  12  Nov  1997  09:48:36  -0500 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <lczarnowsky@MAIL. PRESS. 3HU . EDU> 

Here  is  another  contact  for  you:  Please  contact  them  yourself 
and  verify  it.. I think  you  will  be  pleasantly  surprised  by  what  you 
hear: 

It  's  actually  two  projects:  ONe  is  Santa's  Workshop  and  the 
other  is  called  Wakanheja  Tipi.  They  are  both  run  by  Liam  Paterson 
and  his  wife.  Please  call  him  for  the  details .. he ' s quite  a 
man... takes  a semi-truck  to  Pine  Ridge  EVERY  year  and  is  helping  with 
a school  there.  Please  call  him  at  717-665-2727.  He's  the  person 
who  delivers  most  of  my  stuff  each  year... 

Let  me  know  what  you  think  of  him  after  you  talk  to  him. 

Stay  well ! ! Lora 


I spoke  to  Liam.  He's  the  real  deal.  This  year  they  outdid  themselves 
and  will  be  taking  three  semi-tractor  loads  to  the  Rez  the  week  after 
thanksgiving.  If  you  wish  to  add  to  the  load  his  phone  number  is  above 
and  the  address  is: 

Liam  Paterson 
1434  Creek  Road 
Manheim,  PA  17545 


Date:  Wed,  12  Nov  1997  21:33:08  -0800  (PST) 

From:  FNAIC@aol.com 

Walking  Shield  in  Southern  California  regularly  send  truck  loads  of  food, 
clothing  and  needed  items  to  many  reservations.  They  are  located  at  2472 
Chambers  Rd.  Tustin,  CA.  922680  telephone  714-573-1434  Hugh  Stevens  is  the 
boss,  they  will  only  take  fairly  new  and  clean  used  items  - any  new  items  - 
and  donations  form  large  corps.  They  seem  to  be  on  the  up  and  up  and  have 
helped  many  local  reservations  and  native  organizations.  Carol 


For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 
David  Swallow  or  Gerald  Ice 
% Gerald  ice 
P.O.  Box  199 
Wounded  Knee,  SD  57794 


Or.  . . 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.O.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. THOMAS_:+@ALBANY. VA.GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

This  next  is  a wonderful  organization  I am  ashamed  to  say  I forgot  to 
include: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 


From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland j FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

904-736-8050  770-258-1536 


I am  collecting  for  the  Cherokee  N.C.  Rez  and  south  FI.  When  they  call  me 
and  request  it.  Thank  You  Lone  Wolf 


From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain .org> 

Direct  Relief  International  provides  medical-related  items,  but  requires 
paperwork/assessment  well  in  advance  of  the  emergency. 

Tribes  can  call: 

Laura  Carlos 

805-730-8610  or  voice  message  964-4767;  fax  681-4838. 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Include  some  name/info  for  me  to  verify 
where  gifts  will  be  sent  and  how.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow, 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - ' ) Marietta,  GA  30067, 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 
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RE:  Last  Year's  Bison  Slaughter  Set  to  Continue 


Date:  Thu,  13  Nov  1997  14:31:32  -0500 

From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : Last  Year's  Bison  Slaughter  Set  to  Continue 


UUCP  email 


Buffalo  Nations 

P.O.  Box  957  West  Yellowstone,  Mt.  59758 
Phone  (406)646-0070  Fax  (406)646-0071 
E-mail  buffalo@wildrockies.org. 

Press  Release  Nov.  13,  1997 

Last  Year's  Bison  Slaughter  Set  to  Continue: 

Buffalo  Nations  Ready  to  Stop  the  Killing 

Once  again,  this  winter  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL) 
and  Yellowstone  National  Park  officials  will  slaughter  wild  buffalo  who 
leave  the  park  in  search  of  food.  But  this  year,  volunteers  with  Buffalo 
Nations  will  make  sure  that  last  year's  slaughter  of  nearly  1100  buffalo 


will  not  be  repeated.  Buffalo  Nations  is  monitoring  the  buffalo  who  have 
already  left  the  park  and  will  shepherd  them  to  safe  areas. 

Last  year's  interim  plan  for  bison  management  is  still  in  effect, 
which  calls  for  Montana  and  Park  officials  to  follow  the  same  capture  and 
slaughter  policies  for  wild  buffalo  leaving  the  park.  Montana  DOL  Director, 
Larry  Petersen,  was  quoted  in  the  Livingston  Enterprise  Wednesday,  Nov.  12, 
as  saying  that  the  attempts  of  Buffalo  Nations  to  shepherd  bison  away  from 
the  capture  facilities,  "puts  us  in  the  position  of  having  to  kill  more 
bison . " 

However,  according  to  Mike  Mease,  Buffalo  Nations  co-founder,  "Last 
winter,  after  releasing  buffalo  that  tested  negative,  the  DOL  ended  up 
killing  some  of  those  buffalo  later.  Mease  adds,  "The  state  of  Montana  has 
the  audacity  to  label  America's  last  wild  buffalo  herd  as  livestock,  not 
wildlife.  They  have  no  business  managing  wildlife."  The  DOL  profits  off  the 
sale  of  the  herds  sent  to  slaughter  which  provides  a direct  incentive  for 
them  to  continue  to  kill  this  winter.  DOL  does  not  make  any  money  from  the 
buffalo  shot  in  the  field. 

The  survival  of  the  last  wild  bison  herd  in  the  lower  48  states  is 
dependent  upon  the  genetic  viability  of  the  population.  The  1100  buffalo 
killed  by  the  DOL  and  Park  officials  last  winter  were  among  the  genetically 
superior  members  of  the  herd.  These  were  the  buffalo  strong  enough  to  make 
it  to  their  winter  forage  ground.  Approximately  800  to  1000  more  died  of 
natural  causes  during  the  harsh  winter.  We  simply  do  not  have  time  to  allow 
the  slaughter  to  continue  to  jeopardize  the  long  term  survival  of  the  herd. 
The  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  will  not  be  issued  by  the  agencies 
until  January  at  the  earliest.  It  is  already  9 years  over  due.  The  same 
agencies  that  have  been  killing  the  buffalo  for  over  10  years  are  still  in 
charge  of  this  policy. 

Native  Americans  have  never  been  invited  to  discussions  on  how  the 
buffalo  will  be  managed,  even  though  the  Park  recognizes  10  tribes  as 
having  rights  in  Yellowstone.  Forty-four  Native  American  tribes  are 
willing  to  pay  the  bill  to  relocate  live  buffalo  to  their  tribes,  restoring 
culture  and  economy  to  an  oppressed  peoples.  No  lessons  were  learned  from 
last  year's  tragedy  and  Buffalo  Nations  finds  this  unacceptable.  Jeremy 
Lynch,  a Native  American  Buffalo  Nations  volunteer,  says,  "We  cannot  stand 
by  and  watch  our  relatives  be  slaughtered  again  this  year.  Buffalo  Nations 
call  for  all  Native  and  non-native  Americans  to  become  involved  in  this 
important  issue  that  affects  all  our  lives." 

For  more  information  or  a press  packet,  call  Mike  Mease  at  (406)646-0070. 
Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 

"RE : Yellowstone  Road  Closures"  

Date:  Saturday,  15-Nov-97  10:59  PM 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  (sonjakeo@pond.com) 

Sub j : YNP  road-closure  study  out. 

UUCP  email 

The  local  businesses  are  already  screaming  that  any  closure  of  snowmobiling 

roads  will  kill  their  winter  income maybe  we  should  ask  them  to  make 

snowmobile  roads  that  run  along  side  the  holding  pens  and  slaughter  areas 
where  the  bison  die,  that  way  the  folks  on  their  snowmobiles  could  get  a 
good  look  at  the  "big  picture"? 

Please  do  not  miss  the  url  at  the  bottom  of  the  page: 
http: //www. nps .gov/yell/winterroadea .htm 


Park  road-closure  study  out 


YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK,  Wyo . - Officials  here  released  a preliminary 
study  on  bison  and  groomed  snowmobile  trails  Friday,  taking  a four-pronged 
look  at  possible  wintertime  road  closures  that  could  seal  parts  of 
Yellowstone  from  the  treaded  machines  beginning  this  winter  and  stretching 
to  the  year  2000. 

A lawsuit  settlement  in  September  pushed  the  park  into  a pair  of 
environmental  studies  on  the  effects  of  groomed  snowmobile  trails  on  bison 
migration  and  survival.  Friday's  study,  an  environmental  assessment, 
proposes  three  possible  road  closures,  each  designed  to  study  how  park  bison 
fare  on  groomed  trails  compared  to  nongroomed  trails. 

Plaintiffs  in  the  case,  namely  The  Fund  for  Animals  and  the  Biodiversity 
Legal  Foundation,  claim  that  bison  rely  on  easy  migration  on  the  trails, 
leading  to  a larger-than-natural  herd  that  spills  out  of  the  park  boundary 
where  hundreds  may  be  shot  for  fear  that  the  animals  will  spread  disease  to 
domestic  livestock. 

The  first  possible  road  closure,  as  mentioned  in  the  original  settlement 
agreement,  would  shut  a 14-mile  road  between  the  Fishing  Bridge  area  and 
Canyon  Falls  this  winter,  but  the  closure  could  be  extended  two  more 
winters.  A second  option  would  close  no  roads  this  winter  but  would  seal 
the  same  14-mile  segment  next  winter  and  possibly  two  more  seasons  after 
that . 

A third  option  would  ban  snowmobiling  between  Madison  and  Norris  Junction 
in  the  winter  of  1999  with  possible  closures  through  2002. 

And,  like  all  such  studies,  the  park  assessment  includes  a fourth  option 
where  rangers  wouldn't  close  any  roads. 

Friday's  release  leaves  the  assessment  open  to  public  comment,  said  Marsha 
Karle  of  Yellowstone  National  Park  and  puts  to  rest  national  wrangling  over 
who  would  write  the  EA. 

Although  Yellowstone  Park  has  the  sole  responsibility  for  writing  both  the 
EA  and  an  upcoming  environmental  impact  statement,  a list  of  gateway 
communities  as  well  as  the  state  of  Wyoming  asked  to  be  formal  partners  in 
the  study. 

Yellowstone  Superintendent  Mike  Finley  denied  all  the  requests,  but 
Wyoming's  Sen.  Mike  Enzi,  R-Wyo.,  asked  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Bruce 
Babbitt  to  help  the  local  agencies  into  the  process,  and  Wyoming's  Gov.  Jim 
Geringer  formally  asked  Finley  to  reconsider  his  denial. 

Park  officials  didn't  pick  the  proposed  closures  out  of  Yellowstone's  thin 
air,  Karle  said,  but  tried  to  balance  each  on  the  desires  of  snowmobilers  to 
see  park  attractions  with  the  migration  patterns  of  the  bison. 

"They'll  still  get  to  see  the  main  features,"  she  said. 

And  the  park  plans  to  close  only  one  road  at  a time  but  may  close  two 
segments  of  road  to  get  better  information  about  bison  and  the  trails. 

Public  comment  on  the  study  will  continue  for  another  30  days,  but  Park 
County  Commission  Chairman  Charlie  Johnstone  said  he  harbored  little 
confidence  that  Yellowstone  will  bank  its  decision  on  Park  County's  wishes. 

"Typically,  the  comment  period  is  typically  an  exercise  in  futility," 
Johnstone  said. 

Park  County  will  comment  anyway,  he  said,  and  keep  trying  to  be  let  in  as 
a "cooperating  agency"  on  the  EIS  that  will  grow  from  the  final  version  of 
Friday's  study. 

"That's  the  only  option  we  have  left,"  he  said. 

The  National  Park  Service  has  posted  a copy  of  the  environmental  assessment 
on  the  World  Wide  Web.  The  address  is:  www.nps.gov/yell/winterroadea.htm. 

"RE : NPS  Management  Report"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Nov  97  22:37:10  -0500 

From:  "J.D.K.  Chipps  " < joedon@woptura . com> 

Sub j : Pass  this  along. 

UUCP  email 

FOR  FURTHER  DISTRIBUTION 


This  summer,  NPS  released  a report  on  winter  use  in  the  Yellowstone  area. 


that  addressed  issues  including  snowmobile  trails,  which  enable  bison  to 
leave  the  park  in  far  greater  numbers  than  they  would  under  natural 
conditions . 

NPS  also  will  issue  a draft  bison  management  plan  that  will  outline  long- 
term strategies  for  handling  the  park's  herd. 

Take  Action!  To  request  a copy  of  the  winter-use  report  and  take  part  in 
the  public  review  process,  write  to: 

Beaverhead-Deer  Lodge  National  Forest,  420  Barrett  St.,  Dillon,  MT  59725. 

To  receive  and  comment  on  the  bison  management  plan,  write  to: 

Yellowstone  National  Park,  P.0.  Box  168,  Yellowstone  National  Park,  WY  82190 

"RE : Leonard  Peltier  Day  Update"  

Date:  Fri,  14  Nov  97  16:39:22  PST 
From: 

Sub j : Peltier  Day  Update 
LEONARD  PELTIER  DAY  UPDATE 
(LEONARD  PELTIER  DAY) 

International  Day  to  Resist  the  Imprisonment  of  Leonard  Peltier 

February  6th  will  be  22  years  since  Native  American  Political  Prisoner 
Leonard  Peltier  was  arrested  in  Canada.  The  Leonard  Peltier  Defense 
Committee,  Leonard  Pelter  Support  Groups,  Food  Not  Bombs,  American 
Indian  Movement  of  Northern  California,  Michigan,  Ohio  (Autonomous 
Chapters),  Aztlan  Liberation  Organization,  Comite  Zapata  Vive!,  Anarchist 
Black  Cross,  and  many  other  groups  will  be  organizing  demonstrations  at 
Federal  Buildings  and  US  Embassies  around  the  world. 

Leonard  Peltier  is  a Native  American  activist  who  has  been  imprisoned 
since  February  6,1976  for  the  1975  shoot-out  between  the  FBI  and  the 
American  Indian  Movement  (AIM)  in  which  two  federal  agents  and  an  Indian 
man  were  killed.  Four  years  after  his  incarceration,  a Freedom  of 
Information  Act  (FOIA)  suit  released  documents  which  prove  Leonard 
Peltier's  innocence  and  FBI's  use  of  their  infamous  COINTELPRO  program  in 
their  efforts  to  "neutralize"  members  of  the  Movement. 

During  the  civil  unrest  of  the  1960s  and  1970s,  the  FBI  created  a 
program  called  COINTELPRO  or  Counter  Intelligence  Program.  This  program 
was  designed  to  destroy  any  organization  considered  by  the  U.S. 

Government,  FBI,  or  CIA  to  be  politically  or  socially  dissident.  By  using 
the  techniques  of  infiltration,  bad- jacketing,  forgery,  and  provoking 
violence  with  and  between  groups  and  law  enforcement,  the  FBI  hoped  to 
nullify  their  progress.  Those  targeted  included  groups  focused  on  anti- 
-war  demonstrations.  Black  civil  rights.  Native  civil  rights,  and  equal 
rights  for  women. 

Today,  following  a Freedom  of  Information  Act  law  suit  that  released 
thousands  of  documents,  it  can  be  proven  that  there  is  no  evidence, 
physical  or  verbal,  to  substantiate  the  government's  argument  against 
Peltier.  In  fact,  in  two  separate  court  proceedings,  the  prosecution  has 
been  forced  to  admit  that  they  don't  know  who  killed  the  agents.  The 
Eight  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  found  that  the  withholding  of  certain 
documents  cast  a strong  doubt  on  the  government's  case  and  that  the  FBI 
was  guilty  of  a clear  abuse  of  the  investigative  process.  Yet  Peltier's 
appeals  have  been  denied  on  technicalities.  One  Senior  Judge,  Gerald 
Fleaney,  a man  who  sat  on  two  of  Peltier's  appeals,  has  written  to  the 
President  asking  for  a commutation  of  Peltier's  sentence. 

Please  help  in  securing  Leonard's  FREEDOM  by  organizing  an  event  on 
February  6th  in  solidarity  with  Leonard  Peltier  and  all  Political 
Prisoners.  All  Groups  are  welcome  to  participate.  It's  going  to  take 
the  efforts  of  the  whole  world,  like  it  did  for  Nelson  Mandela  to  get 
Leonard  Peltier  Free. 

DEMAND  JUSTICE ! 

Please  let  us  know  that  you  plan  to  join  this  outrage  of  22  years 
and  still  not  FREE?. 


FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER 


WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO  TO  HELP 

Write,  phone,  fax,  and  email:  President  William  Clinton,  The  White 
House,  1600  Pennsylvania  Ave,  Washington,  DC  20500, 

(202)456-1111  (hit  0 to  avoid  survey),  fax  (202)456-2461, 
president@whitehouse.gov 

loin  a local  Support  Group.  Contact  LPDC  for  locations.  If  no 
Support  Group  exists  in  your  area,  consider  starting  one. 

Contact  your  elected  officials  and  ask  that  they  support  the  call 
for  clemency. 

Lobby  city  councils  as  well  as  local  educational,  religious,  social, 
and  cultural  organizations  in  generating  resolutions  and 
proclamations . 

Demonstrate  at  nearest  Federal  Building  on  February  6 . 

Copy  and  distribute  this  information. 

Leonard  will  be  going  having  an  interim  parole  hearing  in  early 
December.  Please  write  or  Fax  the  US  Parole  Commission. 

IMPORTANT:  Please  don't  stop  faxing  messages  or  sending  them  in  U.S.  mail 
- we  need  to  get  as  many  letters  to  the  Parole  Commission  as  possible  so 
they  know  the  magnitude  of  the  movement  for  Leonard,  and  so  they  are 
thoroughly  convinced  that  he  must  be  freed. 

ADDRESS  FOR  THE  US  PAROLE  COMMISSION: 

U.S.  Parole  Commission 
5550  Friendship  Blvd. 

Suite  420 

Chevey  Chase,  MD  20815 
Fax:  (301)  492-6694 

Chairman:  Michael  3.  Gaines 

The  Parole  Commission  consists  of  three  members,  appointed  by  the 
President  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  It  has  sole 
authority  to  grant,  modify,  or  revoke  paroles  of  eligible  U.S.  prisoners 
serving  sentences  of  more  than  1 year  including  military  prisoners  and  DC 
Code  prisoners  housed  in  Federal  institutions.  It  is  responsible  for  the 
supervision  of  parolees  and  prisoners  released  upon  the  expiration  of 
their  sentences  with  allowances  for  statutory  good  time,  and  the 
determination  of  supervisory  conditions  and  terms.  U.S.  Probation 
Officers  supervise  parolees  and  mandatory  releases  under  the  direction  of 
the  Commission. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Leonard  Peltier  has  requested  that  ANY  and  ALL  donations  be 
sent  DIRECTLY  to  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee. 

Donations  are  desperately  needed. 

SEND  TO: 

Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  KS  66044 

Thank  You 

Bobby  Castillo 

For  More  information  on  the  DEMO  contact 

1-800-884-1136 

(415)  386-7041 

or  LPDC  at  (785)  842-5774 

CONFIRMED  CITIES  and  organization's  participating  so  far. 

More  to  come. 

Detroit,  Michigan  LPSG,  Michigan  AIM  (Autonomous  Chapters)  Food  Not  Bombs 


Toronto,  Canada 


Food  Not  Bombs 


Cleveland,  Ohio  Cleveland  AIM  (Autonomous  Chapters),  Food  Not  Bombs 

St  Louis,  Missouri  Food  Not  Bombs 

Chicago,  Illinois  Food  Not  Bombs 

Boston,  MA  Food  Not  Bombs 

Burlington,  VT  Food  Not  Bombs 

Brussels,  Belgium  KOLA,  International 

San  Francisco,  CA  Aztlan  Liberation  Organization,  SF,  Food  Not  Bombs, 
Earth  First,  Leonard  Peltier  Support  Group  of 
San  Francisco 

Los  Angeles,  CA  Aztlan  Liberation  Organization,  Comite  Zapata  Vive!, 

Food  Not  Bombs 

Paris,  France  Nitassinan 

Geneva,  Switzerland  ASNA 

Madrid,  Spain  Group  Baladre 

Montreal,  Canada  Anarchist  Black  Cross 

FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER  FREE  TIBET  FREE  AZTLAN 

"RE : Theft  from  Leonard"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Nov  1997  07:38:56  -0500  (EST) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : Theft  from  Leonard--pass  on  if  possible 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

forwarded  from  Kathleen  at  the  LPDC  office. 

Would  you  be  so  kind  as  to  spread  the  word  - Letters,  calls,  faxes 
are  needed  to  express  your  outrage  concerning  the  prison  officials 
action  of  taking  Leonard's  sacred  ceremonial  skirt  towel  he  wore  in  the 
sweat  lodge. 

He  had  this  towel  for  18  years  [sic:  at  least  21  years]  and  wore  it  at 
Sundance.  He  informed  me  today  that  the  prison  officials  throw  it  away. 
Needless  to  say  he  was  very  disappointed  about  it.  But,  feels  it 
warrants  media  attention.  So  let  the  word  be  known.  Send  letters  to  the 
prison.  President  Clinton,  Senators  Inouye,  Clay,  etc.  This  is  an  outrage. 

I know  you'd  understand 

In  the  Spirit 

Kathleen 

"RE;  Multilateral  Agreement  on  Investment"  

Date:  Fri,  14  Nov  1997  14:44:41  -0500 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : "10  Reasons  to  be  concerned  about  the  Multilateral 

Agreement  on  Investment"  IMPORTANT  FOR  ALL  INDIGENOUS  NATIONS 

UUCP  email 

10  Reasons  to  be  Concerned  About  The  Multilateral  Agreement  on  Investment 
By  Mark  Vallianatos  and  Andrea  Durbin,  Friends  of  the  Earth  with 
introductory  excerpts  from  the  Preamble  Collaborative 


Printed  in  Ecoforum,  Duly  1997 

The  world's  richest  industrialized  countries  are  negotiating  a treaty  on 
foreign  investment  that  will  give  more  power  to  big  corporations.  It's 
called  the  Multilateral  Agreement  on  Investment  (MAI). 

The  MAI  is  a new  international  economic  agreement  being  negotiated  within 
the  Organization  for  Economic  Cooperation  and  Development  (OECD),  an 
international  body  comprised  of  29  rich  countries.  The  MAI  consists  of  a 
set  of  rules  restricting  what  governments  can  do  to  regulate  international 
investment  and  corporate  behavior.  These  rules  are  designed  to  protect  and 
expand  the  power  of  corporations  and  other  large  international  investors, 
guaranteeing  them  a stable  investment  climate,  easy  repatriation  of 
profits,  open  market  access,  and  freedom  from  any  obligation  to  serve  local 
economic  needs  wherever  they  choose  to  invest.  The  United  States  and  the 
European  Union,  who  are  the  primary  backers  of  the  agreement,  intend  to 
extend  the  agreement  to  developing  countries  after  it  is  approved  by  the 
OECD. 

Confidential  negotiations  have  been  underway  since  May  1995  within  the 
OECD.  Business  and  industry  groups  represented  by  the  US  Council  for 
International  Business,  among  other  lobbies,  convinced  the  Office  of  the  US 
Trade  Representative  and  the  State  Department  to  initiate  negotiations. 
Industry  groups  have  an  ongoing  role  in  crafting  the  agreement,  and  unlike 
other  interest  groups,  are  regularly  briefed  by  U.S.  negotiators.  Until 
recently,  the  target  date  for  the  completion  of  negotiations  was  May  1997, 
in  late  March  1997,  the  OECD  announced  the  MAI  deadline  would  be  pushed 
back  several  months.  Upon  completion,  the  agreement  will  be  introduced  in 
the  U.S.  Congress  in  one  of  two  ways:  as  a treaty,  requiring  two-thirds 
Senate  ratification,  or  as  an  executive  agreement,  requiring  a simple 
majority  vote  in  the  House  and  Senate.  Other  OECD  countries,  and 
ultimately  developing  nations,  will  be  asked  to  sign. 

The  MAI  would  give  new  rights  to  multinational  corporations  (MNCs)  and 
rich  foreigners.  If  you  look  around  the  world  today,  are  they  the  ones  that 
need  help  from  governments?  By  going  out  of  its  way  to  knock  down  barriers 
to  foreign  investment,  the  MAI  would  put  up  new  barriers  to  our  democratic 
right  to  regulate  our  local  affairs  in  ways  that  make  good  economic  and 
environmental  sense. 

You  don't  have  to  take  our  word  for  it  - let  the  MAI  speak  for  itself. 

Here  are  ten  direct  quotes  from  confidential  drafts  of  the  agreement.  We'll 
translate  the  legalese  to  explain  what  the  MAI  would  do  in  the  real  world. 

- ONE.  What's  covered? 

The  MAI  says:  "Investment  means:  Every  kind  of  asset  owned  or  directly 
controlled  by  an  investor." 

Translation:  When  you  think  of  foreign  investment,  what  comes  to  mind? 
Probably  some  big  deal  where  a foreign  corporation  takes  over  a company,  or 
sets  up  a new  factory.  The  MAI,  as  the  definition  indicates,  covers 
this  "and  more"  stocks,  bonds,  intellectual  property  rights,  concessions, 
etc.  So  anything  a government  does  that  affects  any  of  these  assets  could 
be  challenged  under  the  MAI. 

Environmental  controls  on  foreign  owned  factories,  restrictions  on 
international  financial  speculation,  and  many  other  kinds  of  regulations 
also  have  to  submit  to  the  agreement's  standards. 

- TWO.  Equal  treatment 

The  MAI  says:  a country  that  signs  the  MAI  has  to  give  foreign  investors 
"treatment  no  less  favorable  than  the  treatment  it  accords  [in  like 
circumstances]  to  its  own  investors." 

Translation:  One  of  the  main  standards  of  the  MAI  is  national  treatment, 
technical  language  that  means  countries  promise  to  treat  foreign  investors 
the  same  as  their  own  investors.  What's  wrong  with  that?  Noting,  if  we 
freely  choose  to  do  so.  There  is  also  nothing  wrong  with  treating  foreign 
corporations  differently  when  is  seems  appropriate.  For  example,  if 
foreign  owners  are  less  concerned  about  the  needs  of  a local  community, 
governments  will  often  place  requirements  on  them.  The  MAI  would  take  away 
our  ability  to  make  this  choice,  and  force  'treatment  no  less  favorable'  as 
a uniform,  inflexible  standard. 

Because  the  standard  is  'no  less  favorable,'  governments  are  barred  from 
treating  foreign  companies  worse  than  local  firms,  but  they  could  treat 


foreign  interests  better.  This  raises  the  danger  that  countries  will  come 
up  with  the  special  deals  to  compete  for  foreign  investment.  Also,  since 
the  standard  is  vague,  we  have  to  look  to  the  rest  of  the  MAI  to  see  what 
'no  less  favorable'  means.  As  we  go  further  down  the  list,  you'll  see  that 
foreign  investors  are  actually  given  special  rights. 

Some  countries  screen  foreign  investment  to  make  sure  that  new  investments 
are  in  the  national  interest,  or  restrict  foreign  ownership  of  the  media 
and  other  economic  sectors.  Because  this  is  'less  favorable'  than  how 
local  investors  are  treated,  it  would  be  illegal  under  the  MAI.  Meanwhile, 
countries  that  set  up  special  tax  breaks  and  export  zones  for  foreign 
corporations  would  be  permitted  to  keep  on  luring  businesses  away  from 
their  present  locations. 

- THREE.  No  conditions  allowed 

The  MAI  says:  a country  that  joins  can't  "impose,  enforce,  or  maintain  any 
of  the  following  requirements,  or  enforce  any  commitment  or  undertaking  in 
connection  with  the  establishment,  acquisition,  expansion,  management, 
operation,  or  conduct"  of  a foreign  investment. 

Translation:  This  is  an  example  of  how  the  MAI  gives  foreign  companies 
better  than  equal  treatment.  Governments  can't  require  foreign 
corporations  to  meet  certain  performance  requirements,  or  conditions,  even 
if  these  conditions  are  imposed  on  local  companies.  Examples  of  forbidden 
conditions  include  requirements  to  use  local  suppliers,  to  take  on  local 
partners,  or  to  hire  a minimum  of  local  employees. 

- FOUR.  What  is  expropriation?  The  'Takings'  Controversy 

The  MAI  says:  "A  contracting  Party  shall  not  expropriate  or  nationalize 
directly  or  indirectly  an  investment  or  take  nay  measure  or  measures  having 
equivalent  effect  'except  for  a purpose  which  is  in  the  public 
interest'  accompanied  by  payment  of  prompt,  adequate  and  effective 
compensation . " 

Translation:  Under  the  MAI,  governments  that  'expropriate'  (take  over)  an 
investor's  property  will  have  to  pay  the  market  price.  From  an 
environmental  point  of  view,  problems  arise  from  the  inclusion  of 
'indirect'  expropriation  and  measures  having  the  'equivalent  effect'  of 
expropriation . 

In  the  United  States,  there  has  been  a controversy  over  'takings',  which 
is  the  domestic  legal  term  for  expropriations,  and  whether  environmental 
regulations  that  restrict  the  use  of  property  amount  to  full-fledged 
takings  that  the  government  has  to  pay  for.  By  defining  expropriations  to 
include  indirect  expropriations,  the  MAI  opens  a new  door  for  foreign 
investors  to  extend  the  battle  over  takings  outside  normal  political  and 
legal  processes,  where  at  least  both  sides  have  the  right  to  be  heard,  into 
the  one-sided  MAI  system. 

The  NAFTA  trade  agreement  between  Canada,  Mexico  and  the  United  States  has 
investment  rules  on  expropriation  similar  to  those  in  the  MAI.  To  give  an 
idea  of  how  foreign  corporations  can  claim  that  environmental  regulations 
expropriate  their  investments,  a US  company  has  sued  Canada  for  $251 
million  for  banning  the  import  and  transfer  of  MMT,  a potentially  toxic 
fuel  additive  that  the  company  mixes  and  sells  in  Canada. 

- FIVE.  The  costs  of  free  money:  Capital  mobility  & Financial  stability 
The  MAI  says:  "Each  Contracting  Party  shall  ensure  that  all  payments 
relating  to  an  investment  in  its  territory  of  an  investor  of  another 
Contracting  Party  may  be  freely  transferred  into  and  out  of  its  territory 
without  delay." 

Translation:  Most  countries  want  to  attract  long-term  foreign  investment 
that  can  contribute  to  stable  economic  growth.  This  part  of  the  MAI 
guarantees  much  riskier,  speculative  investment,  where  foreign  money  can 
pour  into  a 'hot'  market,  then  quickly  pull  out  if  the  economy  cools  down. 
The  MAI  bars  countries  from  putting  restrictions  on  excessive  flows  of 
money  into  or  out  of  their  economies. 

Remember  the  economic  crisis  in  Mexico,  where  the  value  of  the  Peso 
crashed,  eradicating  savings  and  lowering  wages  almost  instantaneously? 

One  of  the  main  causes  of  this  financial  crisis  was  large,  rapid  and 
unstable  inflows  and  outflows  of  foreign  investment.  To  avoid  this 
problem,  some  countries,  like  Chile,  require  foreign  investors  to  keep  new 
investments  in  the  country  for  at  least  one  year.  The  MAI  would  outlaw 


this  kind  of  safety  measure,  raising  the  risk  that  the  Mexican  economic 
crash  could  be  repeated  around  the  world. 

- SIX.  Enforcing  foreign  investor  rights:  The  worst  to  both  worlds 
The  MAI  says: 

Running  to  Big  Brother:  Government  to  government  challenges. 

"Any  dispute  between  Contracting  Parties  concerning  this  agreement  shall, 
at  the  request  of  any  Contracting  Party  that  is  party  to  the  dispute  "be 
submitted  to  an  arbitral  tribunal  for  binding  decision." 

Special  corporate  courts:  Investor  to  government  challenges 

"the  investor  may  choose  to  submit  "[a  dispute  with  a government]  for 
resolution:  a.  to  the  competent  courts  or  administrative  tribunals  of  the 
Contracting  Party  to  the  dispute"  c.  by  arbitration  in  accordance  with  this 
article. " 

Translation:  The  MAI  matters  because  its  rules  can  be  enforced.  If  a 
foreign  investor  thinks  a country  where  it  has  invested  is  violating  the 
MAI,  the  investor  has  a choice.  It  can  complain  to  its  own  government,  who 
can  take  the  other  country  to  binding  international  arbitration.  Or  the 
investor  can  directly  challenge  the  host  country.  In  either  case, 
arbitration  consists  of  a few  trade  experts  getting  together  as  judges  and 
hearing  the  dispute  in  a closed  panel,  with  out  opportunity  for  citizens  of 
either  country  to  comment.  The  panel  will  decide  whether  governments  are 
violating  the  agreement,  and  if  so,  can  advise  them  to  change  laws  and 
award  damages  - possibly  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  or  more  - to  the 
country  or  investor  that  brought  the  complaint. 

Letting  foreign  corporations  directly  challenge  our  laws  in  special 
international  corporate  courts  is  a dangerous  new  idea.  Consider  a new  law 
that  environmentalists  support  and  some  businesses  - national  and  foreign  - 
oppose.  Up  until  now,  the  two  sides  could  fight  it  out  in  the  political 
process,  and  in  national  courts.  If  the  MAI  is  signed,  the  foreign 
corporations  would  have  a new  weapon  that  no  other  group  could  use.  They 
could  challenge  the  law  under  special,  one-sided  rules  of  the  MAI,  or  just 
threaten  to  challenge  it,  holding  the  risk  of  multi-million  dollar  damages 
over  lawmakers'  heads. 

- SEVEN.  Enforcing  citizens'  rights? 

The  MAI  says:  " 

Translation:  The  reason  there  is  a big  blank  here  is  that  the  MAI  doesn't 
give  citizens  any  rights.  Put  another  way,  there  are  no  binding 
obligations  on  foreign  investors  that  citizens,  or  even  governments,  can 
enforce  through  the  MAI's  dispute  resolution  rules. 

Anytime  a corporation  invests  in  a project  overseas,  there  are  a number  of 
groups  who  are  affected.  The  corporation,  certainly;  but  also  residents  of 
the  community  where  the  company  invests,  including  the  company's  workers, 
and  the  host  and  home  government.  If  a conflict  arises,  there  need  be 
open,  balanced  forums  where  all  voices  can  be  heard.  Instead,  the  MAI 
creates  a system  that  is  one-sided  (it  can  only  be  used  to  enforce 
investor's  interests)  and  exclusionary  (citizens  can't  participate). 

- EIGHT.  A right  to  invest  with  dictators? 

The  MAI  says:  governments  can't  impose  sanctions  or  deny  benefits  "because 
of  investments  an  investor  of  another  Contracting  Party  makes,  owns  or 
controls,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  a third  country." 

Translation:  Foreign  investment  in  non-democratic  countries  can  help  prop 
up  dictators.  For  this  reason,  some  nations,  states  and  cities  use  their 
laws  as  carrots  or  sticks  to  discourage  businesses  from  investing  in 
dictatorial  regimes.  But  the  MAI  says  that  foreign  companies  can't  be 
punished  for  investments  they  make  in  other  countries.  This  means  that  we 
have  to  close  our  eyes  to  how  a foreign  investor  acts  outside  of  our 
borders,  so  when  it  comes  to  foreign  corporations,  our  laws  can't  reflect 
our  values. 

- NINE.  Real  target:  Developing  countries? 

The  MAI  says:  Countries  that  sign  the  MAI  will  "conduct  negotiations  with 
interested  non-signatories  to  the  Final  Act  and  make  decision  on  their 
eligibility  to  become  a Contracting  party." 

Translation:  The  plan  all  along  has  been  to  finalize  the  agreement  inside 
the  OECD,  then  invite  developing  countries  to  sign  on.  Many  developing 
countries  put  more  regulations  on  foreign  investment.  One  of  the  main 


purposes  of  the  agreement  is  to  reach  a consensus  among  industrialized 
countries,  and  use  the  MAI  to  pressure  developing  nations  to  open  their 
economies  and  change  their  foreign  investment  laws. 

An  increasing  amount  of  foreign  investment  goes  to  developing  nations.  If 
developing  countries  sign  the  MAI,  people  in  rich  and  poor  countries  could 
both  lose.  The  MAI  will  give  corporations  more  rights  and  confidence  to 
leave  high  wage  countries,  speeding  up  their  move  overseas  in  search  of 
cheap  labor.  And  developing  countries  will  have  signed  an  agreement  that 
they  did  not  help  draft,  and  lose  the  ability  to  attach  conditions  to  new 
foreign  investment. 

The  MAI  doesn't  give  citizens  any  rights.  Put  another  way,  there  are  no 
binding  obligations  on  foreign  investors  that  citizens,  or  even 
governments,  can  enforce  through  the  MAI's  dispute  resolution  rules. 

- TEN.  Withdrawal:  Once  you're  in,  you're  really  in 

The  MAI  says:  "At  any  time  after  five  years  from  the  date  on  which  this 
Agreement  has  entered  into  force  for  a Contracting  party,  that  Contracting 
Party  may  give  written  notice  "of  its  withdrawal"  The  provisions  of  this 
agreement  shall  continue  to  apply  for  a period  of  [15]  years  from  the  date 
of  notification  of  withdrawal." 

Translation:  Most  international  treaties  require  six  months  notice  if  a 
country  wants  to  drop  out.  The  MAI  goes  farther.  A country  that  signs  the 
agreement  can't  escape  until  at  least  five  years  have  passed  from  the  time 
the  country  ratified  the  MAI.  Then  the  MAI's  rules  stop  covering  new 
foreign  investment,  but  existing  foreign  investors  still  get  to  use  the  MAI 
for  fifteen  more  years.  This  is  because  the  MAI  is  more  concerned  with 
promoting  long-term  investor  confidence  than  it  is  with  our  democratic 
rights  to  change  our  minds,  and  change  our  laws. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  CONTACT: 

Mark  Vallianatos  or  Andrea  Durbin 
Friends  of  the  Earth 
1025  Vermont  Ave.  NW  3rd  Floor 
Washington  DC  20005 

Phone  202/783-7400,  fax.  202/783-0444 
E-mail:  Mvalli@aol.com 

adurbin@foe.org 

TO  SEE  MORE  OF  THE  MAI  DRAFT  TEXT: 

Go  to  http://www.essential.org/monitor/mai/contents.html 

The  two  paragraphs  preceding  the  footnote  were  taken  from  text  prepared  by 
The  Preamble  Collaborative,  preamble@rtk.net. 


Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 
Visit  our  new  site! 

http: //www. cyber globe . net/users/mnation 

"RE : Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute""  

Date:  Thu,  13  Nov  1997  21:30:52  -0700  (MST) 

From:  dh88691@goodnet.com  (THURSDAY/Don  Norstog) 

Sub j : Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update:  Nov.  13,  1997 

UUCP  email 

Navajo-Hopi  "Land  Dispute"  Update:  November  13,  1997 
More  Attorneys 

The  Navajo  nation  circulated  a request  for  proposals  this  fall  for 
attorneys  to  represent  the  Dine'  families.  A number  of  proposals  were 
sent  in.  The  Nation  hired  Dan  Israel  to  represent  one  group  and  Bruce 
Ellison  to  represent  another  group.  This  is  in  addition  to  keeping  Lee 
Phillips  on.  Sara  Begay  and  some  of  the  families  in  her  area  have  formed 
another  group  and  are  using  Doe  Washington  and  a woman  whose  name  I've 
forgotten  but  who  is  listed  in  some  of  Willie  Begay's  postings.  What  the 
families  don't  have  is  a Navajo-speaking  attorney  who  is  available  to  them 
as  needed  and  can  practice  before  the  Hopi  Tribal  Court.  Doe  Washington 
is  the  only  one  of  them  who  can  help  the  families  there,  otherwise  they 
will  have  to  use  Hopi  Legal  Services. 


The  Nation  didn't  pay  either  Mr.  Israel  or  Mr.  Ellison  for  anything  but 
a first  instalment  on  what  will  probably  be  long-running  litigation.  The 
Nation  is  also  in  the  unique  position  of  having  hired  attorneys  who  will 
sue  it  as  litigation  runs  its  course.  The  Hale  Administration's  policy  on 
the  settlement  is  quite  clear  - get  it  over  with  and  try  to  get  some  kind 
of  offset  for  the  recent  $30+  million  judgement  against  the  Nation  in  the 
"money  cases." 

Another  Lawsuit 

I recently  got  a copy  of  the  complaint  filed  in  U.S.  District  Court  for 
Phoenix  by  Dan  Israel.  He  filed  on  behalf  of  Alvin  Clinton,  Verna  Clinton 
Peggy  Scott  and  Dohn  B.  Nez  of  Teesto,  Teddy  Glenna  and  Carlos  Begay  of 
Cactus  Valley,  and  Rena  Babbitt  Lane  of  Tonalea  and  against  Secretary  of 
Interior  Babbitt.  The  case  will  probably  be  known  as  Clinton  v.  Babbitt 
once  it  gets  going.  Case  number  is  Civ.  97-2167PHXRGS 

The  action  challenges  the  settlement  legislation,  P.L.  104-301  on  the 
grounds  that  the  "Accommodation  Agreements"  which  are  incorporated  in  that 
law  are  not  "just  and  fair  in  law  and  equity"  because  they  do  not  provide 
the  basis  for  the  families  to  lead  "full  and  prosperous  lives." 

The  complaint  seeks  a court  order  to  stop  the  implementation  of  104-301; 
improvements  to  the  long-term  lease  so  that  it  is  "just  and  fair"  in  terms 
of  livelihood;  and  a new  signing  process  carried  out  with  full  disclosure 
of  terms  and  in  a free  and  non-coercive  manner. 

Some  of  the  specific  complaints  about  the  "Accommodation  Agreements" 
include: 

- It  is  not  just  and  fair  and  does  not  provide  the  basis  for  the  Navajo 
families  leading  "full  and  prosperous  lives" 

- It  is  vague  and  lacking  any  force  in  its  provisions  for  renewal  of  the 
75-year  leases 

- The  families  were  coerced  into  signing  "Accommodation  Agreements"  with 
the  threat  of  eviction  if  they  did  not  sign. 

- The  families  were  not  provided  full  information  about  critical  matters 
such  as  the  requirement  that  they  reduce  their  livestock  after  they  sign. 

- The  families  are  subject  to  eviction  for  a number  of  causes,  including 
causes  which  are  none  of  their  doing  and  events  which  are  not  under  their 
control . 

- The  families  were  promised  improved  roads,  housing  repairs,  and  utility 
services  in  an  effort  to  induce  them  to  sign  "Accommodation  Agreements". 
These  promises  were  made  by  U.S.  officials  who  fully  knew  there  was  no 
funding  available  to  provide  these  things,  and  who  had  no  intention  of 
seeking  such  funds. 

This  suit  is  being  brought  because  the  fairness  issue  was  not  put  to 
rest  at  February's  U.S.  District  Court  hearings.  In  other  words,  the  9th 
Circuit  Court's  role  in  the  Manybeads  case  is  not  over  yet,  and  mediation 
could  resume. 

There  were  a number  of  specific  land  use-related  issues  raised  at  the 
"Fairness"  hearing  which  have  also  not  been  addressed,  and  which  could 
form  the  basis  for  another  lawsuit.  These  include  the  burial  issue, 
protection  of  sacred  and  religious  sites,  use  rights  to  family  and 
community  land  base,  provisions  for  housing  the  coming  generations  of 
families,  etc.  Attempts  by  Navajo  families  to  work  directly  with  the  Hopi 
Tribe  to  resolve  these  issues  have  been  futile. 

Some  of  the  land  use  issues  raised  at  the  Fairness  Hearing  include: 

- Cactus  Valley  Community  requested  written  assurances  regarding  land  use 
burial,  and  sacred  sites  so  they  would  feel  comfortable  signing  the 
"Accommodation  Agreement".  The  Hopi  Tribe  refused  to  meet  with  the 
community  and  instead  allowed  the  deadline  for  signing  to  expire.  The 
families  signed  because  they  felt  they  had  no  choice. 

- The  Frances  Bahe  family  from  Teesto  requested  changes  in  the  Hopi 
Comprehensive  Plan,  which  had  designated  part  of  their  ceremonial  area  as 
a commercial  development  site.  They  were  denied  any  such  assurances,  but 
like  the  Cactus  Valley  Community  residents,  signed  the  "Accommodation 
Agreement"  under  threat  of  eviction. 

In  addition,  the  Hopi  Tribe  got  a raw  deal  when  Congress  stripped  the 
Winters  water  rights  from  lands  which  were  to  be  taken  in  trust  for  them 


as  compensation.  It  can  be  assumed  that  they  will  sue  as  soon  as  the 
issue  is  ripe. 

With  the  settlement  open  to  challenge  from  so  many  angles,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  best  and  only  hope  for  progress  is  through  continued  mediation 
by  the  9th  Circuit  Court.  The  Court  would  be  doing  the  right  thing  by 
continuing  the  mediation.  This  option  is  open.  The  Dine'  families  did 
not  agree  to  dismiss  the  Manybeads  lawsuit  as  was  originally  stipulated  in 
the  later  stages  of  settlement  negotiations.  The  strategy  of  keeping 
Manybeads  alive,  by  the  way,  was  the  doing  of  the  much-maligned  Lee 
Phillips . 

The  judge  in  this  case  will  be  Earl  Carroll,  who  is  best  known 
nationally  for  sending  the  priests  and  nuns  to  prison  in  the  El  Salvador 
"Sanctuary  Case."  He  is  not  particularly  sympathetic  with  constitutional 
rights  or  humanitarian  considerations.  He  likes  to  sit  on  a case.  He  sat 
on  Manybeads  for  four  years  without  ruling.  He  could  do  it  again.  If 
the  9th  Circuit  Court  renews  mediation,  it  would  give  him  a good  reason  to 
do  nothing  on  Clinton  v.  Babbitt. 

John  Yazzie  is  Doing  OK 

Roman  went  out  to  Mr.  Yazzie's  place  a couple  weeks  ago  for  a ceremony. 
There  were  a lot  of  people  there  busy  with  the  matter  at  hand.  Roman  says 
they  all  seem  to  be  doing  OK,  and  they  didn't  have  any  complaints  about 
the  Hopi  Tribe.  Mr.  Yazzie's  practice  as  a medicine  man  is  keeping  him 
pretty  busy. 

As  a young  man,  Mr.  Yazzie,  along  with  his  family,  was  evicted  from 
District  Six  near  Kearns  Canyon.  They  moved,  then  were  evicted  again.  Mr. 
Yazzie  moved  out  to  the  Sand  Springs  area  - far  enough  from  Hopi,  it 
seemed  at  the  time.  There  is  a strong  water  source  there,  plus  the 
Yazzies  got  extra  water  by  building  temporary  dams  in  Dinnebito  Wash  to 
catch  the  flood  water.  They  attracted  the  attention  of  an  Israeli  desert 
agriculture  research  station,  which  sent  out  teams  to  install  drip 
irrigation,  last  time  I was  at  Sand  Springs  the  lohn  Yazzie  family  had 
about  140  acres  under  cultivation,  including  fruit  trees.  Most  of  it  was 
irrigated . 

The  farm  represents  the  lifetime  work  of  a whole  extended  family,  and  a 
lot  of  us  feared  that  they  would  lose  it  under  the  "Accommodation 
Agreement.  That  hasn't  happened,  at  least  not  yet. 

Halloween 

As  usual  I went  out  trick  or  treating  with  my  boy.  He's  12  now,  maybe 
this  was  the  last  year.  The  gang  he  usually  goes  out  with  went  to  a 
rumored  mother  lode  of  candy  in  Fort  Defiance.  It  was  just  me  and  K. 

This  is  a year  where  no  potent  figure  has  arisen  on  TV  or  movies  to  be 
commercialized  for  Halloween.  I didn't  see  a single  Ninja  Turtle  or  Power 
Ranger.  All  the  kids  have  black  clothing,  so  I saw  a lot  of  black  clothes, 
a lot  of  white  face  paint,  a few  draculas  and  witches.  One  lady  was 
wearing  a white  one-piece  pajama  with  black  cow  spots.  She  had  cow  horns 
on  her  head.  She  was  carrying  a baby  dressed  as  her  calf. 

Window  Rock  and  Fort  Defiance  swarm  with  kids  at  Halloween.  Halloween 
is  an  un-Navajo  sort  of  thing,  all  those  ghosts,  witches,  etc.  Also  it's 
kind  of  expensive.  So  kids  come  into  the  degenerate  Capital  from  all  over 
and  trick  or  treat  the  "halloween  houses"  - the  ones  with  the  pumpkins  or 
other  displays  that  say  "we  have  candy." 
jn 


"RE : Cherokee  Letter  Writing  Campaign"  

Date:  Wed,  12  Nov  1997  09:21:28  -0800 

From:  Nancy  Thomas  <nlthomas@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Sub j : Letter  writing  campaign 

http://www.YvwiiUsdinvnohii.net/  is  now  "the  People's  Paths  home  page!" 


Please  feel  free  to  pass  this  information  on.... 


A new  message,  "Re:  Cherokee  Nation  Councilor  Initiates  Lawsuit  Against 
Byrd's  Tribal  Attorney,  Rex  Earl  Starr,  For  Excessive  Fees  Not  Approved 
By  The  Cherokee  Nation  Legislators  (Council),"  was  posted  on 
the  Yvwii  Usdinvnohii  WebBBS ! <br> ' ' the  People's  WebBBS' ' 

<http : //www.YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net/WebBBS/index. cgi> 

by  Kate  Browning  on  Wednesday,  12  November  1997,  at  11:58  a.m. 

It  is  a response  to  "Re:  Cherokee  Nation  Councilor  Initiates  Lawsuit 
Against  Byrd's  Tribal  Attorney,  Rex  Earl  Starr,  For  Excessive  Fees  Not 
Approved  By  The  Cherokee  Nation  Legislators  (Council),"  posted  by  John 
Cornsilk  on  Tuesday,  11  November  1997,  at  8:37  a.m. 

The  message  reads  as  follows: 


Rex  Earl  Starr,  the  criminal  defense  attorney  that  Byrd  made  the  tribes 
general  counsel,  was,  according  to  his  contract,  to  receive  no  more  than 
$77,000  in  legal  fees  and  expenses  for  the  fiscal  year. 

Starr  has  received  more  than  $142,000  in  only  7 months.  Councilor,  Paula 
Holder  wants  Starr  to  repay  the  tribe  for  all  fees  and  expenses  over  the 
amount  approved  by  the  council.  We  are  thankful  for  Paula  Holder's 
courage  and  support  her  action  1,000%!!!!!!! 

Doe  Byrd  was  trying  to  compare  the  hours  spent  at  the  complex  by  his 
attorney  Starr  and  those  spent  by  Dim  Wilcoxen,  who  was  tribal  general 
counsel  for  years  before  Byrd  and  cohorts  fired  him.  The  way  most  of  us 
see  it  the  only  reason  that  Starr  has  had  to  spend  so  many  hours  at  the 
complex  and  Wilcoxen  didn't,  is  because  Byrd  has  turned  the  tribe  over  to 
Starr  and  Byrd  cannot  function  with  Starr's  approval.  Past  Chiefs  had  no 
need  for  a criminal  defense  attorney  to  be  on  the  property  telling  them 
how  to  run  business  on  an  almost  daily  basis. 

The  Muskogee  Phoenix  front  page  article  by  Donna  Hales  today  said  that 
billing  statements  reveal  that  Starr  took  several  trips  to  Washington,  DC 
on  behalf  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  that  he  received  meal  reimbursements 
on  tickets  for  3 guests.  The  billing  statements  did  not  reveal  the  names 
of  the  guests  or  the  purpose  for  dining  with  them. 

Get  this...  the  paper  said  that  "Byrd"  said  the  tribe  needs  to  know  who 
the  guests  were  and  why  the  tribe  was  paying  for  their  meals." 

Isn't  this  just  rich...  every  time  Byrd  and  the  boys  get  called  on  messing 
with  the  tribal  money,  they  want  to  step  up  and  say  that  we  really  need 
to  know  these  details...  this  should  not  happen  again. 

Evidently  Starr's  daily  meal  allowances  have  been  exceeded  grossly  and 
his  billing  statements  fail  to  detail  purposes  and  reasons  precisely. 

Do  all  these  Byrd  cohorts  have  a problem  with  other  people's  money?  Dora 
Mae  Watie  is  being  investigated  by  state  auditors  for  purported  misuse 
and  misappropriation  of  state  education  funds  in  her  capacity  of  a school 
board  commissioner...  Joel  Thompson  is  under  FBI  investigation  for 
purported  misuse  and  misappropriation  of  Housing  Authorities  federal 
funds...  Byrd  is  under  the  same  FBI  investigation  regarding  the  housing 
authority  for  same  thing,  and  Byrd  is  subject  of  an  ongoing  criminal 
investigation  for  misappropriation  of  tribal  and  federal  funds... 

Councilor  Charles  "Chuck"  Hoskins  is  under  FBI  investigation  regarding 
the  housing  authority's  financing  of  his  political  campaign...  Jennie 
Battles,  Byrd's  secretary  treasurer  for  the  CN  is  subject  of  two  separate 
investigations;  FBI  investigation  regarding  personal  misappropriation  of 
housing  authority  funds,  and  the  on-going  tribal  investigation  into 
Byrd's  administration  for  misappropriation  of  tribal  and  federal  funds. 

We  also  understand  that  it  is  alleged  that  Garland  Eagle,  Joe  Byrd, 

Charles  Hoskins  and  Dora  Mae  Watie  also  received  housing  authority  funds 
for  remodeling  their  homes  and  in  one  case  acquired  a new  home,  using 
their  authority  to  get  favored  treatment  by  the  housing  authority  while 
hundreds  of  Cherokees  have  waited  in  line  for  up  to  7 years  for  the  same 
assistance  from  the  housing  authority. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  Byrd's  criminal  defense  attorney,  turned  Tribal 
General  Counsel,  would  follow  the  leaders  in  the  purported  misuse  of  our 
tribal  funds. 

Byrd  and  cohorts  have  used  the  Cherokee  Nation  funds  like  their  own 


personal  check  book. 

Is  anyone  outraged  that  Byrd  and  cohorts  not  only  continue  to  spend  the 
Cherokee  Nation  into  bankruptcy,  but  at  the  same  time  appear  to  want  to 
destroy  the  sovereignty  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  by  arguing  in  a federal 
court  that  the  Cherokee  Nations  Judicial  Branch  Courthouse  is  NOT  Indian 
Country? 

It  is  time  to  end  this  dangerous  criminal  reign  of  horror  that  threatens 
the  existence  of  Cherokee  people's  government  and  governments  of  all 
other  Indian  tribes. 

A full-out  letter  writing  campaign  should  start  from  all  tribes  in 
America  to  Byrd  asking  for  his  resignation  and  sanctioning  him  from  all 
National  Indian  Associations  and  Organizations. 
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The  following  was  posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee 
newspaper.  The  CFIEROKEE  OBSERVER.  For  the  very  latest  on  the  Cherokee 
Constitutional  Crisis,  check  out  our  web  site  at: 
http: //www. cherokeeobserver .org 

The  Cherokee  Observer  obtained  a copy  of  the  following 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT 
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LINDA  TURNBULL-LEWIS,  et  al.. 
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CHADWICK  SMITH, 
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REPORTER'S  TRANSCRIPT  OF  PROCEEDINGS 
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STATUS  CONFERENCE  - EXCERPT 
BEFORE  THE  HONORABLE  THOMAS  R.  BRETT,  SENIOR  JUDGE 
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PROCEEDINGS 
November  7,  1997 
(EXCERPT) 

THE  COURT:  Well,  I did  see  your  non-Indian  Country  argument  and  frankly 
I had  some  problems  with  it,  because  if  it's  conceded  by  all  here  that 
we're  talking  about  some  building  that's  operated  by  the  Tribe,  as  I 
understand  is  owned  by  the  Tribe,  and  it's  the  building  in  which  the 
tribal  government  functioned  with  its  chief  and  the  officers  of  the 
executive,  legislative  and  judicial,  and  is  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
sovereign  nation,  that  is  the  Cherokee  Nation,  to  say  that  that  is  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  attorney,  the  state  District  Attorney  for 
Cherokee  County,  it  causes  me  some  problems.  If  that's  true--pardon  my 
colloquial  statement  on  the  subject--if  that's  true,  the  Cherokee  Nation 
ain't  much  of  a sovereign.  But  anyway,  we're  not  going  to  decide  that 
today. 

Anybody  else  got  any  comments  for  the  good  of  the  order  here?  And 
incidentally,  I'm  sorry  for  opening  this  can  of  worms,  but  I though  maybe 


somebody  might  educate  me  on  something  that  would  be  helpful  to  me  other 
than  what  I've  seen  in  the  press  on  this  subject. 

I am  real  glad  to  hear  Mr.  Green  say  that  there  seems  to  be  some 
political  sense  with  the  disputing  parties  carrying  on  some  dialogue  now 
and  working  out  some  of  their  differences.  I'm  real  glad  to  hear  that 
because  that  is  obviously  what  it  needs. 

MS.  PURCELL:  Your  Honor,  the  Cherokee  courthouse  is  on  fee  simple  land. 
It's  not  the  seat  of  government.  The  seat  of  government  for  the  Cherokee 
Nation  is  the  W.W.  Keeler  Complex  located  three  and  a half  miles  south  of 
Tahlequah,  which  was  granted  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  in  an  Act  of  Congress 
in  1964. 

THE  COURT:  What  goes  on  in  this  courthouse? 

MS.  PURCELL:  The  courthouse  wasn't  actually  used  by  the  Cherokee  Nation 
as  a courthouse  until  1995.  Prior  to  that  time  it  was  the  courthouse  for 
Cherokee  County. 

THE  COURT:  That  isn't  my  question.  The  question  I'm  asking  you  is  at 
the  time  all  these  events  occurred  down  there  that  gave  rise  to  this 
litigation,  what  was  the  building  used  for? 

MS.  PURCELL:  The  ex-marshals  were  camping  out  downstairs  in  that 
building  and  the  ludicial  Appeals  Tribunal-- 

THE  COURT:  Now  you're  talking  about  the  ex.  I'm  asking  you  what  was 
the  building  used  for  by  the  Tribe  when  it  was  functioning  for  the 
purposes  for  which  the  Tribe  occupied  it? 

MS.  PURCELL:  Since  1995  it  was  used  as  a part-time  courthouse.  It  was 
not  open  all  the  time  for  court. 

THE  COURT:  Who  was  functioning  there? 

MS.  PURCELL:  What  the  --  judicial  branch. 

THE  COURT:  Of  the  Cherokee  Nation? 

MS.  PURCELL:  Yes,  Your  Honor. 

THE  COURT:  Of  the  sovereign  Cherokee  Nation? 

MS.  PURCELL:  Yes,  Your  Honor. 

THE  COURT:  Do  you  agree  that  it  was  not  Indian  Country? 

MS.  PURCELL:  Yes,  Your  Honor. 

THE  COURT:  Do  you  agree  that  the  District  Attorney  for  Cherokee  County 
has  jurisdiction  over  it? 

MS.  PURCELL:  Yes,  Your  Honor. 

THE  COURT:  And  superior  to  that  of  the  tribe  and  the  judicial  function? 

MS.  PURCELL:  Yes,  Your  Honor. 

THE  COURT:  Fascinating.  Do  plaintiffs  agree  with  that?  Maybe  we  don't 
have  a disagreement  here. 

MR.  GREEN:  No,  we  do  not  agree  with  that. 

THE  COURT:  That's  an  interesting  concept  that  I could  certainly 
understand  how  the  Tribe  might  want  to  call  upon  law  enforcement  in  the 
county,  but  to  say  the  principal  tribunal  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  is 
subservient  to  the  District  Attorney  for  Cherokee  County,  Oklahoma  --  you 
agree  they  are? 

MS.  PURCELL:  Until  a year  ago  the  Cy  of  Tahlequah's  chamber  of  commerce 
and  gift  shop  was  in  that  building.  The  Cherokee  Nation  leases  clinics  in 
Muskogee  County;  lay,  which  is  in  Delaware  County;  in  numerous  counties, 
and  they  are  all  in  fee  simple. 

The  Cherokee  County  Courthouse  is  in  the  heart  of  Tahlequah.  Banks  had 
to  close  in  the  morning  because  of  what  was  going  on.  The  Department  of 
Public  Safety  had  to  provide  highway  patrol  people  so  that  people  wouldn't 
cross  the  police  line.  It  was  more  of  a situation  that  was  involved  with 
public  safety  for  all  citizens,  not  just  for  the  sovereign  Cherokee  Nation 

THE  COURT:  You're  not  prepared  to  agree  that  the  District  Attorney  for 
Cherokee  County  is  over,  or  the  Cherokee  Nation  Tribunal  is  subservient  to 
the  District  Attorney  of  Cherokee  County.  You're  not  prepared  to  say  that 
are  you? 

MS.  PURCELL:  I would  say  more  there  is  an  equal  footing  with  a cross- 
deputization  agreement  and  working  hand  in  hand. 

THE  COURT:  Is  that  the  position  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  at  this  time? 

Is  that  the  point? 

MS.  PURCELL:  The  position  is  that  that  particular  area  is  not  Indian 
Country  and  we  had  to  call  in  state  enforcement,  we  being  the  Cherokee 


Nation,  and  that  it  was  -- 
THE  COURT:  Anything  else? 

MS.  PURCELL:  And  it  was  the  plaintiffs'  obligation  to  obey  the  law  of 
the  State  of  Oklahoma  and  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

THE  COURT:  Anything  else? 

MS.  PURCELL:  No,  Your  Honor. 

THE  COURT:  Anything  else  from  anybody  else  here  on  any  subject  that  you 
might  think  would  be  of  assistance  or  advance  the  ball  any? 

Nothing  else? 

MR.  GREEN:  Nothing  for  the  plaintiffs. 

THE  COURT:  All  right.  Glad  to  have  you  folks.  Thank  you  very  much. 

You  may  be  excused. 


A TRUE  AND  CORRECT  TRANSCRIPT 
CERTIFIED:  /signed/  Beebe  Caslavka 

United  States  Court  Reporter 
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Annie  Dodge  Wauneka,  87,  Navajo  Medical  Crusader 
By  WOLFGANG  SAXON 

Annie  Dodge  Wauneka,  who  broke  custom  and  became  the  Navajo  Nation's  first 
female  legislator  and  a health  crusader,  died  Nov.  10  at  Flagstaff  Medical 
Center  in  Arizona.  She  was  87  and  lived  in  Klagetoh,  in  northeast  Arizona. 

The  cause  was  Alzheimer's  disease,  said  Ted  Rushton,  a spokesman  in  Window 
Rock,  Ariz.,  the  Navajo  capital. 

For  many  years  starting  in  the  1950s,  Mrs.  Wauneka  traveled  to  villages 
and  clinics,  covering  the  24,000-square-mile  territory  of  the  Navajo  to 
preach  public  health  standards.  She  cut  a striking  figure,  tall  and  always 
wearing  traditional  Navajo  clothing,  including  a colorful  shawl  and  silver 
jewelry. 

Over  the  years,  she  urged  the  Navajo  to  adopt  more  modern  dwellings,  and 
she  worked  to  improve  the  quality  of  water  on  the  reservation.  She  also 
helped  many  people  obtain  medical  attention  after  generations  of  reliance 
solely  on  tradition.  She  received  much  of  the  credit  for  defeating 
tuberculosis  among  the  Navajo  beginning  in  the  1950s  and  received  national 
recognition  for  her  role. 

Navajo  Nation  president  Albert  A.  Hale  called  her  "our  legendary  mother" 
and  "the  most  honored  Navajo  in  our  history."  He  directed  all  public  offices 
to  shut  down  for  one  day  last  week,  except  for  emergency  services. 

Annie  Dodge  was  born  in  Deer  Springs,  Ariz.,  and  learned  of  public  service 
from  her  father,  Henry  Chee  Dodge,  a chief  and  first  president  of  the  Navajo 
Nation's  legislative  Tribal  Council.  Its  jurisdiction  stretches  over  parts  of 
Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Utah  and  Colorado.  She  became  the  first  woman  on  the 
council  in  1951,  winning  an  election  over  two  rival  candidates. 

One  of  those  was  her  husband,  George  L.  Wauneka,  with  whom  she  ran  a ranch 
owned  by  her  father  in  Arizona. 

Mrs.  Wauneka  was  in  the  council  for  nearly  30  years,  serving  as  the 
longtime  chairwoman  of  the  health  committee.  Her  concern  with  public  health 
could  be  traced  to  her  grade-school  days,  when  the  influenza  pandemic  at  the 
end  of  World  War  I killed  many  Navajos.  She  escaped  with  a mild  attack  and, 
even  as  an  8-year-old,  helped  the  overworked  nurse  at  her  school  in  Fort 
Defiance,  Ariz. 

Her  formal  education  ended  in  the  11th  grade,  when  she  began  tending  to 
the  needs  of  her  tribe  at  the  side  of  her  father,  who  had  become  head  of  the 
Tribal  Council  and  her  political  mentor. 

"From  my  childhood,"  she  said  later,  "I  have  been  aware  of  the  problems  of 
my  tribe  and  have  wanted  to  help  make  our  people  aware  of  them." 

Among  her  frustrations  were  the  objections  of  tribal  medicine  makers  to 


new  ways.  She  conceded  that  the  medicine  makers  performed  much  good  work 
among  the  people,  especially  in  family  matters.  But  she  said:  "The  Navajo  is 
caught  in  between.  I must  convince  them  to  accept  a mixture." 

In  1963,  Mrs.  Wauneka  and  30  diplomats,  educators,  musicians,  authors  and 
a former  Supreme  Court  justice  received  the  newly  created  Presidential  Medal 
of  Freedom  for  service  to  their  country.  President  3ohn  F.  Kennedy 
established  the  honor  on  Duly  4,  1963;  after  his  assassination,  the  medals 
were  presented  by  President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson. 

Mrs.  Wauneka ' s husband  died  in  1994.  Fler  survivors  include  four  daughters, 
Irma  Bluehouse,  Laurencita  Cohoe,  Georgia  Ann  Plummer  and  Sally  S.  Wauneka; 
five  sons,  Franklin,  George  L.  Jr.,  Flenry  Chee,  Norman  and  Timothy;  a 
sister,  Ann  Shirley,  and  three  brothers,  Bernard,  Sam  and  Walter  Shirley. 

"RE : innu  Wildlife  Harvesting  Practices"  
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE  14  Nov/97 

INNU  TRADITIONAL  WILDLIFE  HARVESTING  PRACTICES  MUST  BE  RESPECTED  - Katie  Rich 
(Utshimassit)  President  Katie  Rich  has  called  on  the  Minister  responsible 
for  wildlife  management,  Mr.  Kevin  Aylward,  to  promote  respect  Innu 
traditional  hunting  practices.  President  Rich's  action  is  in  response  to 
complaints  filed  by  a Corner  Brook  resident  with  Wildlife  Division 
following  a televised  video  clip  aired  on  CBC's  'Here  and  Now'.  The  clip 
showed  Chief  Prote  Poker  showing  his  young  son  how  to  hunt  caribou  from  a 
boat . 

"The  complaints  against  Chief  Poker  demonstrate  once  again  how  little 
respect  or  understanding  some  Newfoundlanders  have  for  the  Innu  way  of 
life.  We  have  always  hunted  caribou  from  boats  and  canoes,  and  we  will 
continue  to  do  so  in  the  future.",  stated  President  Rich.  "Innu  hunting 
practices  are  protected  by  the  Constitution,  and  we  will  not  tolerate  what 
we  see  as  unreasonable  interference  in  the  exercise  of  our  aboriginal 
rights . " 

"Innu  people  are  extremely  upset  by  this  intrusion.  What  the  video  showed 
was  a special  moment,  a bonding  experience  between  father  and  son.  It  shows 
that  our  traditional  way  of  life  is  alive  and  well.  These  things  are  all 
matters  of  pride  for  us.  But  when  we  get  calls  for  an  investigation  into 
the  matter,  it  demonstrates  once  again  the  lack  of  understanding  and 
respect  that  some  people  have  for  Innu  culture.",  continued  Rich. 

"We  do  not  tell  Newfoundlanders  how  to  fish-they  should  not  be  telling  us 
how  to  hunt  caribou!",  concluded  Rich.  "I  have  written  to  Minister  Aylward 
expressing  my  strong  opinions  on  this  issue,  and  I trust  that  this  will  be 
the  end  of  the  matter." 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION:  President  Katie  Rich 

Larry  Innes  Visit  the  Innu  Nation  WWW  site: 

Environmental  Advisor  http://www.innu.ca 

Innu  Nation 

P.0.  Box  119,  Sheshatshiu,  Labrador,  Canada  A0P  1M0 

phone:  (709)  497-8398  email:  innuenv@web.net  fax:  (709)  497-8396 
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On  a recent  radio  talk  show  I spoke  with  a young  lady  who  had  been  a 
cheerleader  for  a team  called  the  Indians.  She  said,  "when  I put  on 
my  feathers  and  war  paint,  donned  my  buckskins,  and  beads,  I felt  I 
was  honoring  Indians."  I asked  her,  "if  your  team  was  called  the 
African-Americans  and  you  painted  your  face  black,  put  on  an  Afro 
wig,  donned  a Dashiki,  and  danced  around  singing  songs  and  making 
noises  you  thought  were  African,  would  you  be  honoring  blacks?' 

Her  answer  was  No  - of  course  not.  That  would  be  insulting  to  them." 

End  of  discussion. 

Tim  Giago,  Lakota 
Publisher,  Lakota  Times 

One  does  not  ask  white  people  if  something  is  offensive  to  Indians  - 
just  as  you  would  not  ask  100  men  if  something  is  degrading  to  women. 

Dennis  White  (Ojibway) 

How  can  you  be  honoring  people  while  they  are  telling  you  that  what 
you  are  doing  is  demeaning  to  them. 

Dohn  Benson 

Superintendent  of  Wisconsin  Schools 

The  message  sent  to  Indians  is  "If  I don't  feel  it  - you  don't  feel 
it".  This  'my  way  or  the  highway'  attitude  denies  Indians  the  human 
right  to  feel  the  way  they  truly  feel. 

Patricia  Parker  Levi 

These  people  keep  telling  us  how  much  they  love  Indians,  yet  when  we 
criticize  the  mascot,  we're  hushed  like  small  children  or  harassed 
by  the  community. 

Charlene  Teeters  (Spokane) 

I'm  sure  they  felt  they  were  honoring  us  by  having  our  scalps  on 
their  walls,  too,  or  by  taking  our  land. 

Susan  Shown  Darjo  (Cheyenne  Muscogee) 

We  don't  want  to  be  mascots  for  America's  fun  and  games. 

Clyde  Bellecourt,  National  Director,  AIM 

I'll  decide  what  honors  me  and  what  doesn't  minority  groups 

have  had  enough  of  whites  telling  them  what  to  think. 

Richard  MacPhie 

Redskins  is  not  a term  fashioned  by  American  Indians.  The  nickname 
was  assigned  to  them  just  as  the  pejorative  designation  "darkies"  was 
once  imposed  on  African-American  slaves.  That  was  wrong  then  - this 
is  wrong  now. 

Washington  Post  Editorial 

Tradition  is  no  reason  to  be  trapped  in  the  past  - no  reason  to  be 
racist . 

Melea  Powell 

Two  hundred  years  of  tradition  does  not  make  using  Indians  as  mascots 
right . 

Tim  Giago 

Slavery  was  a tradition  that  was  something  we  needed  to  get  rid  of. 

Dust  because  it's  a tradition  doesn't  mean  it's  good. 

Bernadine  Vigue  (Oneida/Menominee) 

The  use  of  American  Indian  team  names  and  much  of  the  use  of  native 
American  symbols  and  images  promotes  stereotypical  thinking.  Many 
Americans  seem  to  think  Indians  no  longer  exist,  or  that  if  they  do, 
they  are  broken  and  destitute  skeletons  of  the  formidable  "noble 
savages"  of  the  past. 


Gary  Sandefur  (Chickasaw) 


Education  does  not  take  place  through  antics  of  racist  mascots,  it 
causes  the  opposite  effect. 

Fred  Veilleux 

We're  really  in  trouble  when  student's  main  exposure  to  Indian 
culture  comes  in  the  form  of  a sports  mascot. 

Will  Antell 

A name  which  refers  to  an  individual's  skin  color  is  a racist 
characterization : good  intentions  do  not  make  it  otherwise. 

Carol  I.  May 

When  someone  says  you  are  hurting  them  by  your  action,  if  you  persist 
- then  the  harm  becomes  intentional. 

Barbara  Munson  (Oneida) 

The  attitude  that  fans  mimicking  Native  Americans  at  sporting  events 
is  allin  fun.... it  is  racist. 

Aaron  Two  Elk 

Only  the  people  affected  know  how  demeaning  and  degrading  the  impact 
is . 

Osie  Davenport 

There  is  something  obscene  about  naming  franchise  mascots  after 
human  beings. 

Harry  Edwards 

When  it  is  permissible  to  make  fun,  dehumanize  native  people  in 
America,  then,  all  of  the  other  things  - poverty,  denial  of 
rights,  thievery  of  land  - all  of  those  things  are  sanctioned  as 
well . 

Susan  Shown  Harjo 

If  we  could  stop  racial  and  cultural  slurs  in  sports,  then  we 
would  have  a better  chance  of  stopping  racism  that  keeps  us  in 
poverty  and  ill-health  and  keeps  our  treaty  rights  under  attack. 

Gaiashkibos  (Lac  Courte  Oreilles  Chippewa) 

Try  understanding  that  the  mascot  issue  is  only  the  tip  of  a very 
huge  problem  of  continuing  racism  against  American  Indians. 

Glenn  T.  Morris 

People  say  that  Indians  have  bigger  problems  than  mascots  and  the 
use  of  Native  American  images,  but  I disagree.  If  you  cannot  see 
me  as  an  individual,  then  how  can  you  understand  the  problems  we 
have  as  a people? 

Frand  Le  Mere  (Winnebago) 

To  these  teams  and  their  fans,  Indians  are  buffoons  to  be  cartooned, 
non-people  who  just  don't  matter.  We  object. 

Richard  MacPhie 

If  the  logo  is  so  trivial  - why  can't  they  change  it? 

Phil  St.  Dohn 

War-bonneted  apparitions  pasted  to  football  helmets  or  baseball  caps 
act  as  opaque  impermeable  curtains,  solid  walls  of  white  noise  that 
for  many  citizens  block  or  distort  all  vision  of  the  nearly  two 
million  Native  Americans  today. 

Michael  Dorris 

It  is  dehumanizing,  derogatory,  and  very  unethical.  It  extends  a 


portrayal  of  Native  American  people  as  being  warlike,  aggressive  - of 
having  a savage  approach. 

Aaron  Two  Elk 

We  are  saying  - start  playing  football  (baseball  and  hockey)  and  stop 
playing  Indian.  Stop  this  dehumanizing,  degrading,  and  despicable 
exploitation  of  our  culture  and  spiritual  life. 

Vernon  Bellecourt 


The  use  of  dance,  music,  symbols  or  other  behavioral  representations 
of  Native  Americans  trivializes  that  culture  and  is  offensive. 

Athletic  Policy  of  the  University  of  Iowa 

To  see  someone  put  on  feathers  and  paint  their  face  and  play  Indian 
is  a mockery  of  our  people. 

Hugh  Danforth 

The  printable  answer  to  this  piling-on  trivialization  of  Native 
American  concerns  is  that  49er,  Vikings,  Pirates,  Redwings,  Saints, 
and  the  like  have  not  been  widely  disrespected  and  abused  in  this 
country. 

Eric  Zorn  - Chicago  Tribune  columnist 

Comparisons  to  the  use  of  Steelers,  Cowboys  or  Packers  as  good 
reasons  to  use  Indians  as  mascots  insults  our  intelligence. 

Tim  Giago 

Native  Americans  comprise  0.9%  of  the  population  of  the  United 
States.  That  our  education  institutions  are  bastions  of  racism  and 
bigotry  is  an  affront  to  the  dignity  of  all  humans  regardless  of 
ethnic  background.  Talk  about  playground  and  school  yard  bullies! 

Catherine  Davids 

Catherine  R.  Davids 
Interim  Program  Coordinator 

Office  of  Educational  Opportunity  Initiatives 
University  of  Michigan-Flint 
Flint,  Michigan  48502-2186 
(810)  762-3328 

"RE : Foster  Families  Needed"  

Date:  Sun,  16  Nov  1997  11:23:16  -0500  (EST) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 
Sub j : Needed--Foster  Families 

HRE F=" http: //www. nava johopiobserver . com/llllne9. htm"> 

Navajo  Hopi  Observer  News</A> 

You  can  help  kids  find  foster  families 
By  L.S.  Scala 
The  Observer 

More  than  200  Native  American  children  who  are  currently  wards  of  the 
Arizona  state  courts  have  been  placed  outside  their  own  families.  But 
only  fourteen  licensed  foster  families  are  Native  American. 

Walter  Phelps,  under  an  Arizona  Department  of  Economic  Security  contract 
with  Arizona's  Children  Association,  travels  daily  to  meet  with 
different  tribal  groups  and  agencies,  both  on  an  off  the  reservation,  to 
give  information  and  answer  questions  about  the  foster  care  program  and 
the  need  for  more  Native  American  foster  families. 

In  a recent  meeting  with  the  Yavapai-Apache  Nation  Council,  Phelps 
explained  that  the  contract  came  about  because  the  DES  recognized  that 
it  had  not  been  able  to  fulfill  its  obligations  under  the  Indian  Child 
Welfare  Act  of  1978  to  find  culturally  appropriate  homes  for  Native 
American  children.  Phelps  wants  to  talk  to  groups  and  to  put  articles  in 


newsletters  as  part  of  his  outreach  program  to  recruit  more  families. 

The  goal  of  the  program  is  to  collaborate  with  local  groups  and 
establish  relationships  and  networks  through  which  to  reach  out  across 
the  community.  The  tribal  groups  with  which  Phelps  has  met  so  far  all 
want  to  help,  but  their  resources  are  limited.  The  Arizona  Inter-Tribal 
Council  is  also  beginning  to  get  involved. 

The  Yavapai-Apache  Council  wanted  to  know  why  there  were  so  many 
children  not  under  tribal  jurisdiction.  The  answer  is  that  some  of  the 
children  are  from  families  living  off  the  reservation,  especially  in  the 
Phoenix  and  Tucson  areas,  and  others  have  special  care  needs  which 
cannot  be  met  by  the  current  licensed  care  homes  staffed  by  Native 
Americans,  either  on  or  off  the  reservation.  A tribe  is  always  notified 
when  a child  identified  as  a member  enters  a long-term  care  program. 
Relatives  are  sought,  but  they  cannot  always  assume  the  child's  care. 

Many  do,  but  some  cannot.  So  the  number  of  children  needing  foster  care 
tends  to  rise  as  time  passes. 

Families  are  needed  for  different  levels  of  care.  One  level  is  Respite 
Care,  which  means  being  available  to  take  a child  for  a few  hours  or  a 
day  or  two,  to  allow  the  regular  caregivers  some  time  off,  perhaps  for 
emergencies  or  even  just  to  take  a vacation  or  go  shopping.  Another 
level  is  Receiving  Homes  for  emergencies.  This  is  temporary  placement, 
when  a child  has  to  be  removed  from  a situation.  A third  designation  is 
the  Licensed  Foster  Care  Home,  where  children  can  be  placed  for  a period 
of  several  weeks  or  even  several  years  in  long-term  care. 

The  most  complicated  placement  is  the  one  most  needed-for  homes  licensed 
for  Therapeutic  Care.  The  foster  parents  have  to  take  some  twenty  hours 
of  special  training,  and  do  additional  training  each  year  to  have  such 
licenses.  Children  with  special  needs  are  placed  in  these  homes. 

Adoptions  are  sometimes  possible  as  well,  but  there  are  very  few  healthy 
new-borns  available  in  the  system.  Usually  the  children  are  older.  Those 
interested  in  adoption  can  get  in  touch  with  both  the  Arizona  DES  and 
their  tribal  social  service  agency  to  get  on  waiting  lists.  If  they  are 
willing  to  take  an  older  child,  the  wait  will  be  shorter.  Again,  there 
is  need  for  families  willing  to  take  a child  with  special  needs.  When 
such  a child  is  adopted,  there  is  a subsidy  which  is  provided  until  age 
eighteen,  if  the  placement  comes  from  the  State  of  Arizona. 

Foster  caregivers  can  be  married  or  single,  and  they  can  hold  outside 
jobs.  They  have  to  pass  a background  check  and  need  to  be  healthy. 

Phelps'  job  also  involves  initial  interviews  with  people  who  are 
interested  in  helping  a child.  There  are  a number  of  options  for  such 
families,  and  some  initial  screening  procedures  which  can  be  done  before 
official  applications  are  made. 

You  can  help.  Your  community  group,  school,  church,  village,  or  chapter 
organization  could  ask  Phelps  to  a meeting  or  put  information  he  can 
provide  in  your  newsletter.  Phelps  can  be  contacted  at  his  office  in 
Flagstaff  (520)  774-1620,  or  by  calling  toll-free  (800)  944-  7611,  ext. 
161,  which  is  for  voice  mail,  so  your  message  can  be  recorded. 
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HIGH  PROFILE:  Rebecca  Adamson. 

Rebecca  Adamson  isn't  embarrassed  about  what  she  does,  but  she  wants  to 
make  sure  that  it  isn't  relegated  to  the  realm  of  "quirky  but  interesting 
ideas  that  can't  survive  in  the  real  world." 

As  founder  and  president  of  First  Nations  Development  Institute,  she  has 
been  working  quietly  since  1980  to  help  American  Indian  communities  find 
ways  to  use  their  ingenuity  and  resources  to  become  economically  self- 
sufficient  . 

What  makes  the  Indian  efforts  different  from  the  millions  of 
entrepreneurial  efforts  that  spring  up  every  year  around  the  country? 

Most  tribes  operated  for  centuries  with  community-centered  economic 
values:  that  prosperity  for  one  should  be  shared,  at  least  in  part,  with 
the  whole  community  and  that  there's  no  gain  in  hoarding  wealth.  Economic 
well-being  isn't  necessarily  measured  by  raw  growth,  but  rather  by  results 
that  are  good  for  everyone.  Results  are  achieved  not  by  competing  with 
others  for  control  of  scarce  resources  and  then  making  the  most  of  them 
for  the  financial  gain  of  a few,  but  rather  by  figuring  out  how  to  use 
natural  resources  over  and  over  again. 

"There's  a reciprocity  and  kinship  with  humankind,"  says  Adamson, 
sounding  a bit  like  a professor,  which  she  is,  teaching  Indigenous 
Economics  at  New  Hampshire  College.  "Take  energy.  If  we  extract  all  the 
oil,  we'll  run  out.  But  if  we  create  windpower,  it's  limitless." 

Glancing  down  at  her  cup  of  coffee,  she  laughs  a little  ruefully.  What 
she's  saying  sounds  dangerously  close  to  an  absurdly  optimistic  "Lion 
King"-type  "Circle  of  Life"  economy  --  or  socialism.  This,  she  knows. 

She's  heard  these  criticisms  before,  and  it's  hard  to  get  Americans,  who 
are  besotted  with  the  effects  of  the  stock  market  runup  on  their  personal 
retirement  plans,  to  understand  that  there  could  be  a different  way  of 
measuring  economic  success. 

"You  almost  need  a new  language  for  it,"  she  says,  half  -apologetically. 
"But  if  you  get  a whole  new  language,  it  becomes  marginalized.  It  sounds 
cutesy. " 

Adamson's  economic  model  may  not  yet  have  an  official  tagline,  but  it's 
being  vindicated  in  terms  that  most  Americans  grasp  quickly.  Since  1994,  a 
burst  of  private  foundation  donations  has  underwritten  hundreds  of  small 
business  startups,  and  the  ideas  that  Adamson  has  been  patiently 
cultivating  have  started  to  bear  fruit.  The  wave  of  success  has  pushed  her 
to  the  forefront  among  community-based  economic  development  experts,  and 
she  now  advises  native  communities  in  countries  as  far  away  as  South 
Africa.  (American  white  males  listen  to  her  too,  as  she  sits  on  numerous 
non-profit  and  investment  advisory  boards.) 

Don  Wharton,  a senior  attorney  with  the  Native  American  Rights  Fund  in 
Boulder,  Colo.,  says  Adamson's  vision  was  to  see  that  economic  success  had 
to  emerge  from  the  way  that  Indians  already  managed  their  community 
economies . 

"The  majority  culture  assumes  that  you'll  always  expand  and  go  new 
places  and  find  new  markets  and  products.  Indigenous  economies  deal  with 
the  existing  resources,"  he  says.  "Rebecca  came  along  and  said  to  the 
Indian  communities,  'Tell  me  how  you  live,'  and  saw  a whole  unmeasured 
economy  of  trading  and  sharing." 

Meanwhile,  Indian  communities  in  22  states  are  not  only  successfully 
launching  and  operating  small  businesses,  but  doing  it  against  odds  that 
would  impress  even  the  most  ruggedly  independent  entrepreneurs . 

Few  casual  observers  of  Adamson's  childhood  in  Akron  would  have  guessed 
that  she  was  headed  for  a life  of  economic  and  social  activism.  She  was 
born  in  1949  to  a Cherokee  mother  and  a Swedish  father,  and  she  recalls 
her  childhood  in  their  Southern  Baptist  household  as  uneventful  and  her 
school  days  spent  daydreaming. 

Every  summer,  she  visited  with  her  mother's  parents,  who  lived  on  a 
reservation  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains.  She  couldn't  help  but  see  that 
her  cousins,  who  were  educated  in  schools  on  the  border  of  the  reservation, 
were  falling  far  behind  even  in  grade  school.  "My  English  and  grammar  were 
way  better  than  my  cousins'.  I was  stunned  that  in  this  country  there  was 
that  kind  of  school"  that  gave  the  cousins  such  an  ineffectual  education. 


she  says  of  her  4th  grade  self. 

A decade's  worth  of  observation  was  the  catalyst  for  action  when,  at  age 
20,  Adamson  dropped  out  of  college  and,  in  the  process  of  hitchhiking 
around  the  country,  visited  some  reservations  in  the  West.  At  the  time, 
Indians  were  organizing  for  major  change  in  their  schools,  mainly  for  a 
say  in  curriculum  and  the  administration  of  the  school,  "the  same  rights 
that  all  parents  have,"  Adamson  says.  The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs, 
notorious  then  as  now  for  its  flagrant  mismanagement  of  Indians'  finances 
and  natural  resources,  wasn't  about  to  yield  its  power  over  Indian 
children's  minds. 

The  Indian  activists  won  the  battle.  In  1975,  the  Indian  Education  Self- 
Determination  Act  was  passed,  giving  Indians  the  legal  right  to  contract 
for  and  run  their  own  schools.  Other  components  of  the  act  paved  the  way 
for  Indian  self-government  on  reservations . 

Adamson  immediately  immersed  herself  in  the  process  of  reshaping  the 
schools,  only  to  get  a cold  dose  of  reality.  The  real  war  with  the  BIA  was 
not  over  policy,  but  over  dollars.  If  the  bureaucrats  didn't  like  a 
project,  it  would  die  of  dollar  starvation,  pure  and  simple. 

Education  was  the  beginning  of  true  self-sufficiency  for  Indians,  she 
came  to  believe,  but  it  had  to  be  intrinsically  linked  with  economic 
independence. 

In  the  late  1970s,  the  concept  of  micro-loan  programs  (typically,  loans 
of  less  than  $500  to  provide  seed  money  for  home-based  businesses)  in 
Third  World  countries  was  beginning  to  gain  adherents.  It  seemed  to 
Adamson  that  this  was  the  perfect  way  for  Indians  to  start  weaning 
themselves  from  dependence  on  federal  funds,  especially  if  they  started 
enterprises  structured  to  reinforce  the  traditional  Indian  values  of 
measuring  success  through  whole-community  benefit. 

In  1980,  she  and  her  idea  went  knocking  on  the  doors  of  foundations  in 
New  York  City.  Eventually,  the  Ford  Foundation  officials  were  sufficiently 
intrigued  to  give  her  $25,000  in  seed  money,  and  First  Nations  was  born. 

Its  first  project  was  to  organize  an  exhibit  of  artwork  by  children  of 
the  Oglala  Sioux's  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  in  South  Dakota.  The  traveling 
exhibit  earned  $20,000  in  fees,  which  bought  warm  winter  clothes  for  those 
children . 

Pine  Ridge  turned  into  Adamson's  living  laboratory.  At  first  glance,  it 
appeared  that  the  reservation ' s economy  was  a shambles.  Most  Indians  spent 
their  $3,500  per  capita  annual  income  in  neighboring  towns,  as  the 
reservation  had  virtually  no  industry  or  retail  segment  of  its  own.  Under 
that  sorry  surface,  though,  Adamson  found  a steady  hum  of  income-producing 
activity.  Residents  produced  beadwork,  made  cemetery  crosses  and  performed 
household  services. 

That's  where  she  set  up  First  Nations'  pilot  micro-enterprise  fund, 
which  provided  money  to  start  very  small  businesses,  such  as  the  home- 
based  lunch-delivery  service  that  a Sioux  woman  had  been  yearning  to  start. 

Since  then,  the  ideas  have  been  flowing.  First  Nations  has  made  $7 
million  in  grants  and  runs  a $400,000  revolving  loan  fund.  Indian  projects 
range  from  small  video-rental  stores  on  reservations  to  setting  up  a mini- 
utility that  generates  and  distributes  solar-powered  electricity  on  a Flopi 
reservation . 

The  ultimate  goal,  says  Adamson,  is  to  entirely  eliminate  Indian 
reliance  on  federal  funds.  "Government's  role  isn't  to  subsidize,  but  to 
protect  our  access  to  opportunities,"  she  says. 

Indian  nations  are  in  a unique  position  to  do  that  because  they  have 
some  "sovereign"  rights  within  the  parameters  of  the  reservations  that 
states  and  municipalities  don't  have.  That's  why,  for  instance,  some 
Indian  nations  have  set  up  huge  casinos  in  states  that  otherwise  ban 
gambling.  (Legalized  gambling  is,  for  the  record,  a topic  that  Adamson 
skirts,  saying  only  that  she  encourages  nations  that  engage  in  it  to 
quickly  reinvest  their  profits  into  projects  that  will  benefit  the 
communities  long-term,  not  on  gimmicky  givebacks  and  spending.) 

Adamson  hopes  to  see  home-grown  projects  gain  enough  experience  and 
stability  to  qualify  for  "mainstream"  financial  relationships  with  banks, 
brokers,  distributors  and  markets,  even  while  they  keep  their  profits 
"circulating  within  the  community. 


"You  don't  have  to  be  obsessive  about  producing  a million  widgets/'  she 
says.  "When  you're  brought  up  to  think  for  yourself  and  to  act  for  others, 
you  do  believe  that  the  community,  and  not  just  your  own,  will  take  care 
of  you.  It's  not  a just  quaint  custom.  It  will  come  back  to  bless  you." 

"RE : Aboriginal  Rights  to  Trees"  

Date:  Thu,  13  Nov  1997  02:01:22  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : BC  Courts  Ruling:  Aboriginal  Rights  to  Trees 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  articles  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  They  are  provided  for  reference  only.  The  text  of 
the  Reasons  for  Judgment  in  this  case  can  be  viewed  at: 
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CANADIAN  COURT  RULES  ON  FORESTS 
Associated  Press,  Tues,  Nov.  11,  1997 

VANCOUVER,  British  Columbia  (AP)  - British  Columbia  does  not 
have  exclusive  control  over  its  forests  as  long  as  its  aboriginal 
land  claims  remain  unresolved,  a provincial  court  has  ruled. 

Monday's  ruling  by  the  provincial  appeals  court  was  the  second 
this  month  to  strengthen  claims  of  Canada's  natives  to  forest 
resources.  A New  Brunswick  court  ruled  last  week  that  natives  have 
a right  to  cut  trees  on  public  land  with  no  restrictions . 

Forestry  is  the  largest  industry  in  New  Brunswick  and  British 
Columbia.  Both  provincial  governments  have  assumed  sole  ownership 
of  public  lands  and  parceled  out  large  forest  tracts  for  logging  to 
multinational  companies. 

Monday's  ruling  overturned  a lower  court  decision  that  had 
allowed  the  British  Columbia  government  to  give  MacMillan  Bloedel 
Ltd.  exclusive  rights  over  forests  on  the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands 
and  part  of  Vancouver  Island,  despite  outstanding  land  claims  from 
the  Haida  Indians. 

Bill  Macpherson,  a spokesman  for  British  Columbia's  Ministry  of 
Forests,  said  the  decision  will  enable  the  Haida  to  proceed  to 
trial  and  argue  for  the  establishment  of  their  title  to  the  land. 

But  he  said  the  court  decision  does  not  specifically  quash  the 
province's  system  of  logging  permits. 

The  decision,  if  applicable  to  all  licenses  given  out  by  the 
government,  would  affect  about  25  percent  of  the  province's 
forests . 

"To  us,  this  puts  things  back  to  the  way  it  is  supposed  to 
be,"  said  Ron  Brown,  president  of  the  Haida  Nation  Council,  which 
represents  the  6,000  Haida  in  British  Columbia. 


HAIDA  RULING  THREATENS  TREE  LICENCES 

Vancouver  Sun,  Wed.  Nov.  12,  1997,  by  Gordon  Hamilton 

The  B.C.  Court  of  Appeal's  ruling  that  the  Haida  Indians  may  have 
a legal  right  to  trees  on  a MacMillan  Bloedel  tree  farm  licence 
threatens  the  value  of  all  tree  farm  licences  in  the  province,  some 
analysts  said  Monday.  The  court  ruling,  overturning  a lower  court  decision, 
could  put  the  aboriginal  claim  to  trees  on  a par  with 
their  rights  to  salmon,  where  their  claims  come  before  everything 
but  conservation,  said  forest  economist  Peter  Pearse. 

"The  effect  on  the  forest  industry  will  be  to  add  a further  element 
of  uncertainty  about  the  security  of  timber  rights,"  Pearse  said. 

"It  qualifies  the  rights  of  the  licensees  to  all  of  the  timber." 

But  Forests  Minister  David  Zirnhelt  said  that  since  the  court 
didn't  quash  the  contract  between  the  government  and  MacMillan 
Bloedel  renewing  the  tree  farm  licence  on  the  Queen  Charlotte 
Islands,  there's  been  no  actual  change.  "We  say  there  is  no  change 
in  the  status  and  operation  of  tree  farm  licences,  so  it  will  be 


business  as  usual  until  a further  court  decision  is  made  on  the 

Haida  claim  for  aboriginal  rights/'  he  said.  "The  important  thing 

is  my  phone  is  not  ringing  off  the  hook  with  people  in  the  industry  panicking. 

One  quarter  of  all  timber  harvested  from  Crown  land  comes  from  tree 
farm  licences. 

In  a unanimous  decision,  three  appeal  court  judges  said  that  where 
First  Nations  can  prove  they  have  aboriginal  rights  they  also  hold 
valid  legal  interest  in  not  only  the  land  but  the  forests  on  the 
land.  The  decision  opens  the  door  to  the  Haida  to  take  their  claims 
for  aboriginal  title  to  court. 

Tree  farm  licences  --  contracts  giving  forest  companies  exclusive 
rights  to  harvest  timber  within  the  area  of  the  licence  --  could, 
the  judges  said,  be  "otherwise  encumbered"  by  aboriginal  title. 

In  his  reasons  for  judgment,  Justice  William  Esson,  said  that  if 
the  aboriginal  title  claimed  by  the  Haida  exists,  it  constitutes 
an  encumbrance  on  the  Crown's  title  to  the  timber.  "While  it  is  true 
that  the  Forest  Act  deals  with  the  disposition  of  timber  by  the  Crown,  and 
authorizes  the  minister  to  enter  into  tree  farm  licences,  the 
object  of  the  act  is  clearly  not  to  authorize  the  minister  to  do  so  without 
regard  to  third  party  interests." 

Ron  Brown,  president  of  the  Council  of  the  Haida  Nation,  said  the  decision 
came  as  a surprise  for  the  Haida.  "We  are  probably  going  to  pursue  this  a 
little  further.  We  didn't  expect  such  a unanimous  decision." 

The  Haida  haven't  decided  on  a course  of  action  yet,  whether  to 
proceed  to  court  or  negotiate  with  the  province.  However,  Brown  said, 
the  Haida  will  be  taking  a copy  of  the  decision  into  meetings  later 
this  month  with  forests  ministry  staff  and  forest  licensees  operating 
in  the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands.  The  ruling  gives  the  Haida  a stronger 
bargaining  position,  he  said. 

Industry  people  were  also  taken  by  surprise,  and  representatives  of 
MacMillan  Bloedel  and  the  Council  of  Forest  Industries  said  they 
wouldn't  be  prepared  to  comment  on  the  case  until  today.  Industry 
analyst  Charles  Widman  said  despite  the  government  position  that 
nothing  has  changed,  the  court  ruling  has  serious  implications  for 
all  36  tree  farm  licences  in  British  Columbia.  He  said  the  court 
has  opened  the  door  for  First  Nations  to  lay  claims  for  timber  in 
tree  farm  licences. 

"The  long-term  implications  are  very  serious  in  terms  of  management 
of  a very  big  chunk  of  our  forests,"  he  said.  "The  tree  farm  licence 
holders  feel  they  have  a contract  with  the  government  that  gives 
them  in  effect  title  to  those  forests  provided  they  perform  under  the 
agreement.  "To  have  a third  party  coming  in  and  claiming  jurisdiction 
is  serious  and  would  certainly  reduce  the  value  of  those  tree  farm  licences 
substantially. " 

Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund  executive  director  David  Boyd  also  said  the 
ruling  has  broader  implications  for  the  forest  industry.  "This  affects 
every  tree  farm  licence  in  B.C.  How  do  you  reconcile  the  exclusive 
rights  granted  in  tree  farm  licences  with  aboriginal  rights?" 

Pearse  said  security  of  tenure  is  already  a major  problem  in  the  B.C. 
forest  industry,  where  government  policies  have  added  a variety  of 
regulatory  measures,  led  to  increased  stumpage  payments  and  set  aside 
timber  for  wilderness,  sometimes  at  the  expense  of  licensees. 

The  provincial  government  and  MacMillan  Bloedel  have  60  days  to  appeal 
the  decision  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada. 
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CANADIAN  PRISON  AUTHORITIES  SABOTAGE  APPEAL:  URGENT  ACTION  REQUESTED 
Serious  interference  from  officials  of  the  Matsqui  federal  Prison  is 
threatening  to  sabotage  the  jurisdictional  appeal  of  Shuswap  elder  and 
political  prisoner  Tones  William  Ignace,  aka  Wolverine,  who  is  currently 
serving  an  eight  year  sentence  there  for  his  role  in  the  1995  Ts'peten 
(Gustafsen  Lake)  standoff.  The  prison  is  withholding  appeal  papers  which 
require  his  signature  and  were  faxed  to  the  prison  administration  for 
that  purpose  on  November  12th  by  his  counsel  Dr.  Bruce  Clark. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  has  turned  down  part  of  the  appeal  submitted 
by  Ignace  and  fellow  Ts'peten  Defenders  Tames  "OT"  Pitawanakwat  and  Shelagh 
Franklin.  The  remainder  of  the  explicitly  sovereigntist  appeal,  which 
challenges  Canada's  jurisdiction  over  territories  which  it  never  legally 
obtained  by  purchase  or  treaty,  could  still  go  ahead,  pending  Ignace 's 
signature.  However,  the  prison  seems  determined  that  that  signature  will 
not  take  place. 

On  Wednesday,  the  national  spokesperson  for  the  Free  the  Wolverine 
Campaign,  Splitting-the-Sky  Tohn  Hill,  acting  as  legal  agent  for  Dr.  Clark, 
spoke  to  Matsqui  official  Sheila  Lowar  of  the  warden's  office,  who  confirmed 
that  the  prison  would  not  facilitate  Ignace' s signature  on  the  documents. 

Hill  then  spoke  to  a Mark  Kimball,  also  of  Matsqui  prison,  and  outlined 
the  urgency  of  obtaining  Wolverine's  signature  on  the  appeal  papers  in 
order  to  meet  a court  deadline.  Hill  further  explained  that  he  could  not 
deliver  the  documents  in  person,  as  he  has  not  been  allowed  to  visit 
Ignace  in  Matsqui,  although  Hill  apparently  meets  the  stringent  security 
screening  requirements  of  the  federal  Corrections  process  since  he  is 
permitted  to  visit  Pitawanakwat  in  another  federal  facility,  near  Mission, 
BC.  Matsqui  prison  has  been  unwilling  or  unable  to  provide  reasons  for 
refusing  him  access.  Kimball  advised  Hill  that  the  signing  would  be 
expedited  and  that  he  could  visit  Wolverine  for  this  purpose. 

Upon  his  arrival  at  Matsqui  however.  Hill  was  again  told  by  line  staff 
that  the  visit  was  refused.  He  informed  one  of  these  officers,  a Greg 
Martin,  that  the  authorization  had  been  granted  by  Mr.  Mark  Kimball. 

Yet  when  Officer  Martin  referred  the  matter  to  his  Superior  Deputy 
Superintendent  Nancy  Wrenshaw,  she  reiterated  that  Hill  would  not  be 
permitted  to  visit  Wolverine.  She  further  refused  to  assist  or  permit  the 
legal  documents  to  be  signed  by  the  appellant  Ignace. 

"I  informed  them  that  they  were  willfully  obstructing  Mr.  Ignace' s right 
to  appeal".  Hill  told  S.I.S.I.S. 

According  to  Dr.  Bruce  Clark  "this  is  standard  BC  stuff,  and  the 
instructions  probably  came  from  Crown  Counsel.  It  is  further  evidence  of 
the  criminal  conspiracy  of  the  bench,  bar  and  legal  establishment  to 
forestall  the  law  respecting  native  sovereignty  over  unceded  lands  from 
ever  being  addressed." 

YOUR  ASSISTANCE  IS  URGENTLY  SOLICITED  to  pressure  the  Canadian 
authorities : 

- to  immediately  and  forthwith  facilitate  access  to  Wolverine  by  his 
legal  agent  Splitting  the  Sky  Tohn  Hill, 

- to  cease  and  desist  the  denial  or  obstruction  of  Mr.  Ignace' s visitors 

- to  release  both  indigenous  prisoners  Pitawanakwat  and  Ignace  pending  an 
independent,  impartial,  inquiry  into  the  massive  irregularities  and 
violations  of  due  process  which  have  so  outraged  supporters  and  observers 
of  the  Gustafsen  Lake  trial  world-wide. 

WE  ALSO  CALL  UPON  ALL  PARTICIPANTS  OF  THE  UPCOMING  ANTI-APEC  CONFERENCES 
AND  DEMONSTRATIONS  IN  VANCOUVER  TO  DEMAND  THE  RELEASE  OF  INDIGENOUS 
POLITICAL  PRISONERS  IGNACE  AND  PITAWANAKWAT,  TO  CONDEMN  THE  NDP  PROVINCIAL 


GOVERNMENT  OF  BC  AND  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  CANADA  FOR  THEIR  ONGOING  CRIMINAL 
COMPLICITY  IN  THE  POST-GUSTAFSEN  COVER  UP,  AND  TO  DEMAND  INQUIRIES  INTO 
THE  PARAMILITARY  ACTIONS  TAKEN  AGAINST  INDIGENOUS  PEOPLE  AT  GUSTAFSEN 
LAKE  AND  THE  MURDER  OF  STONEY  POINTER  DUDLEY  GEORGE.  THE  APEC  OF  TOMORROW 
IS  BUILT  UPON  THE  COLONIALISM  AND  COMPLICITY  OF  TODAY! 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> Demand  Action  From <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien 

Room  309-S  Centre  Block,  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  Ont.  K1A  OA6  Canada 
Phone:  (613)  992-4211  Fax:  (613)  941-6900 

Faxing  by  email:  remote-printer . 3ean_Chretien@16139416900. iddd .tpc . int 
email : pm@pm . gc . ca 

WWW  comments:  http://pm.gc.ca/english/pmo/e_corres.htm 

Canadian  Solicitor  General  Andy  Scott  (In  charge  of  federal  Corrections) 
340  Laurier  Ave  West,  Ottawa,  Ontario  K1A  0P8  Canada 
Phone:  (613)  991-2924  Fax:  (613)  996-9955 
Email:  Scott .A@parl . gc . ca 

Faxing  by  email:  remote-printer . Andy_Scott@16139969955 . iddd .tpc . int 

Matsqui  federal  prison  administration 
Phone:  (604)  850-8228  Fax:  (604)  859-4841 

Tell  the  delegates  at  the  anti-apec  meetings  to  SUPPORT  THE  TS'PETEN 
POLITICAL  PRISONERS  WITH  THEIR  VOICES  AND  CONDEMNATION  OF  BC  & CANADA! 
Peoples  Conference  Against  Imperialist  Globalization 
Email:  notoapec@vcn . be . ca 

1997  People's  Summit  on  APEC  (Asia  Pacific  Economic  Cooperation) 

Email:  popsum97@bc . sympatico . ca 

For  more  information: 

Splitting  the  Sky 

National  spokesperson.  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign 
Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
or  visit  the  Ts'peten  Defenders'  web  page: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 
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MATSQUI  PRISON  RELENTS,  ALLOWS  WOLVERINE  TO  SIGN  APPEAL  PAPERS 

After  withholding  them  for  days,  Matsqui  prison  finally  allowed  political 
prisoner  Wolverine  (lones  William  Ignace)  to  sign  his  appeal  papers  late 
on  Friday,  November  14.  Although  prison  officials  continue  to  bar  Splitting 
the  Sky,  national  spokesperson  for  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign,  from 
seeing  the  imprisoned  elder,  they  did  finally  send  someone  else  in  to 
convey  the  crucial  legal  documents  to  Wolverine  for  his  signature  and  to 
bring  them  back  out  to  Splitting  the  Sky,  who  is  acting  as  legal  agent  for 
Wolverines'  lawyer.  Dr.  Bruce  Clark.  The  appeal  will  be  able  to  proceed 


after  all. 

S.I.S.I.S.  would  like  to  thank  all  those  who  wrote  to  the  prison,  to  the 
Prime  Minister  and  to  the  Solicitor  General  of  Canada  about  this  outrage. 
Kootenay  elder  Bill  Lightbown,  spokesperson  for  the  Free  the  Wolverine 
Campaign,  said  that  he  believed  the  prison's  change  of  heart  was  due 
to  public  pressure. 

Wolverine  is  a traditionalist  Shuswap  national  serving  an  8 year  sentence 
in  a Canadian  prison  for  his  role  in  defending  sacred  Sundance  and  burial 
grounds  at  Ts'peten  (Gustafsen  Lake,  BC)  from  the  largest  joint  police  and 
military  assault  in  Canadian  history.  He  and  14  others  were  convicted  in  a 
ten-month  trial  that  attracted  widespread  condemnation  for  distortion  of 
due  process.  The  Canadian  authorities  continue  to  ignore  the  calls  for  a 
public  inquiry  into  all  aspects  of  the  matter. 

For  more  information  on  the  Ts'peten  siege  and  trial,  visit: 
http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain . html 

Write  to  Ts'peten  political  prisoners: 

Wolverine  (William  Hones  Ignace) 

Political  Prisoner 

P.0.  Box  4000,  Abbotsford,  BC  V2S  5X8  Canada 

lames  "01"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
c/o  Mission  Institution 

P.0.  Box  60,  Mission,  BC  V2V  4L8  Canada 
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"RE : First  Nations  News  Part  1"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Nov  97  08:57:30  -0600 

From:  "Hohn  Berry"<berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

Sub j : (FWD)  FirstNations-  Indian  News-  Part  1 

To  all. 

With  thanks  to  Roger  Iron  Cloud  for  making  this  available. 

Best,  Hohn  Berry 
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PART  I -AM.  INDIAN/ALASKA  NATIVE  NEWS  FOR  November  14,  1997 
Material  for  this  posting  was  acquired  from  Scout  Report, 
Tourbus,  AP  News,  Techknow  Times,  Siedmans  Insider,  postings 
from  individuals,  numerous  electronic  sources,  and  friends. 
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Historical  Note: 

November  14,  1921,  The  Cherokee  Indians  ask  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  to  review  their  claim  to  1 million  acres  of  land  in  Texas 

>>> > < > < <<< 

WEEKLY  FACT  by  Rapodaca@acf.dhhs.gov 
Farms 

In  1992,  American  Indians  operated  8,346  of  the  nation's  1.9  million 
farms.  Of  these  8,346  farms,  2,977  had  sales  of  $10,000  or  more  that  year. 
While  the  total  number  of  farms  in  the  United  States  declined  by  162,459 
between  1987  and  1992,  the  number  operated  by  American  Indians  climbed  by 
1,212.  <http://www.nass. usda.gov/ census/census92/volumel/vollpubs . htm> 

>>> -->  < > < <<< 

NATIVE  AMERICAN  LEGISLATIVE  UPDATES  FOR  NOVEMBER  12,  1997  The 
following  are  updates  from  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation 
(FCNL)  regarding  Indian  affairs  legislation  for  the  coming  two  weeks. 

These  messages  are  intended  as  a supplement  to  other  FCNL  Native  American 
Program  materials  and  do  not  reflect  FCNL's  complete  policy  position  on 
any  issue,  nor  do  they  include  all  pertinent  facts  on  any  topic.  For  more 
information,  or  to  request  the  FCNL  Indian  Report  and  other  background 
documents,  please  contact  Aura  Kanegis,  FCNL  Legislative  Advocate  for 
Native  American  Affairs:  (202)  547-6000;  245  2nd  St.  NE  Washington,  DC 
20002;  aura@fcnl.org.  HISTORIC  PRESERVATION.  One  of  the  few  vehicles  by 
which  Native  American  tribes  are  currently  able  to  seek  protection  for 
sacred  sites  and  other  sites  that  are  of  traditional  religious  and 
cultural  significance  is  through  historic  preservation  statutes.  In  1992, 
recognizing  the  lack  of  opportunity  for  tribal  participation  in  the 
Historic  Preservation  Process  of  the  National  Historic  Preservation  Act, 
Congress  amended  Section  106  of  the  Act  (which  requires  federal  agencies 
to  "take  into  account"  the  effects  of  their  undertakings  on  historic 
properties)  to  provide  an  enhanced  role  for  tribes  for  determination  and 
protection  of  places  of  cultural  or  historic  significance  to  Native 
Americans . 

On  October  24,  1997,  the  Advisory  Council  on  Historic  Preservation 
(ACHP)  approved  regulations  that  impact  Tribes. 

ACTION:  The  amendments  approved  by  the  ACHP  will  now  move  to  the  Office 
of  Management  and  Budget  for  interagency  review.  During  this  process, 
any  federal  agency  has  the  opportunity  to  comment  on,  object  to,  or 
suggest  specific  changes  in  draft  regulations.  During  this  process,  the 
OMB  will  also  hear  out  interested  citizens  and  groups.  Furthermore,  the 
OMB 's  role  in  this  process  is  to  represent  the  Administration  in  the 
review  and  adoption  of  regulations. 

ACTION  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS  LEGISLATION.  Movement  has  occurred  on  several 
bills  concerning  tribes  in  the  flurry  of  activity  that  has  taken  place  as 
Congress  seeks  to  adjourn  until  early  next  year.  These  actions  include 
the  following: 

On  November  9,  the  Senate  confirmed  Kevin  Gover  to  head  the  Bureau 
of  Indian  Affairs.  A member  of  the  Pawnee  tribe,  Gover  was  most  recently 
a partner  in  the  law  firm  of  Gover,  Williams,  and  lanov  in  Albuquerque, 

NM,  where  he  specialized  in  Federal  Indian  law,  natural  resources, 
environmental  law,  and  housing. 

Also  on  November  9,  the  House  approved  H.R.  1805,  a bill  introduced 
by  Representative  Doolittle  (R-CA)  which  would  amend  the  Auburn  Indian 
Restoration  Act  to  establish  restrictions  on  what  lands  may  be  taken  into 
trust  for  the  United  Auburn  Indian  Community  on  which  class  II  or  III 
gaming  would  be  permitted. 

On  the  same  day,  the  Senate  passed  S.  1354,  a bill  introduced  on 
October  31  by  Senators  McCain,  Campbell,  Inouye,  Daschle  and  Dorgan, 
which  would  amend  the  Communication  Act  of  1934  to  provide  for  the 
designation  of  common  carriers  which  are  providing  telephone  exchange 
service  and  access  but  are  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a state 
commission  as  eligible  for  universal  service  subsidies.  The  bill 
corrects  an  oversight  made  in  the  Telecommunications  Act  of  1996,  which 
unintentionally  prevented  telephone  companies  owned  by  Indian  tribes  and 


cooperative  associations  from  receiving  subsidies  for  offering  service  in 
remote  areas  while  extending  those  subsidies  to  companies  regulated  by 
state  commissions. 

On  November  9,  the  Senate  also  passed  S.  156,  a bill  to  provide 
certain  benefits  of  the  Pick-Sloan  Missouri  River  Basin  program  to  the 
Lower  Brule  Sioux  Tribe. 

On  November  7,  the  Senate  passed  S.  1079,  legislation  which  would 
permit  the  leasing  of  mineral  rights  within  the  Fort  Berthold  Reservation 
in  cases  where  a mineral  lease  or  agreement  has  been  agreed  to  by  a 
majority  of  the  owners  of  the  undivided  interest  to  that  Indian  land. 

On  November  5,  Representatives  Knollenberg  (R-MI)  and  Barcia  (D- 
MI)introduced  H.R.  2822,  a bill  to  reaffirm  and  clarify  federal 
recognition  of  the  Swan  Creek  Black  River  Confederated  Ojibwa  Tribes  as  a 
distinct  federally  recognized  Indian  tribe.  The  bill  was  referred  to  the 
House  Resources  Committee. 

On  the  same  day,  the  Senate  approved  S.  714,  legislation  which 
reauthorizes  the  Native  American  Veteran  Housing  Loan  Pilot  Program  of 
the  Department  of  Veterans  Affairs,  which  provides  direct  home  loans  to 
assist  Native  American  veterans  who  reside  on  trust  lands,  through  FY 
2003.  The  bill  also  directs  the  VA  to  conduct  more  thorough  outreach  to 
tribal  organizations  and  Native  American  veterans. 

On  November  4,  the  Senate  passed  H.R.  79,  a bill  which  conveys  more 
than  2,600  acres  which  are  currently  part  of  the  Six  Rivers  National 
Forest  to  the  Hoopa  Valley  Tribe. 

Also  on  November  4,  the  House  passed  H.R.  1604,  legislation  to 
provide  for  the  division,  use  and  distribution  of  judgment  funds  for  the 
Ottawa  and  Chippewa  Indians  of  Michigan,  under  suspension  of  the  rules. 

On  the  same  day,  the  House  considered  H.R.  948,  legislation  to 
reaffirm  federal  recognition  of  the  Burt  Lake  Band  of  Ottawa  and  Chippewa 
Indians  as  an  Indian  tribe,  and  provide  for  federal  services  and  benefits 
to  the  Band.  Representative  Shays  (R-CT)  stated  opposition  to  the  bill 
on  the  grounds  that  it  would  confirm  recognition  through  the  legislative 
process,  rather  than  allowing  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  to  complete 
its  review  of  the  Burt  Lake  Band's  petition  for  recognition  through  the 
administration  process.  He  asked  for  a roll  call  vote  on  the  bill,  which 
was  240  to  167.  Because  the  bill  was  considered  under  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  the  bill  did  not  receive  a two-thirds  majority  vote,  the  bill 
did  not  pass. 

Also  on  November  4,  the  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  marked  up  H. 
R.  976,  a bill  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  certain  funds 
appropriated  to  pay  judgment  in  favor  of  the  Mississippi  Sioux  Indians. 

The  Committee  approved  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a substitute  bill, 
offered  by  Senator  Dorgan  (D-ND).  The  Department  of  Interior  and  the 
Department  of  lustice,  as  well  as  representatives  for  lineal  descendants 
who  would  receive  funds  under  the  distribution,  have  raised  concerns 
about  the  substitute  bill. 

On  the  same  day.  Representative  Young  introduced  H.R.  2812,  a bill 
to  provide  for  the  recognition  of  five  Native  communities  in  Southeast 
Alaska  under  the  Alaska  Native  Claims  Settlement  Act  of  1971  (ANCSA) . 

The  communities  of  Haines,  Ketchikan,  Petersburg,  Tenakee,  and  Wrangell 
were  not  recognized  in  ANCSA  and  therefore  have  not  been  able  to  form 
and  enroll  in  Native  corporations,  which  could  then  receive  land  or 
compensation  for  the  settlement  of  their  aboriginal  land  claims.  The 
bill  was  referred  to  the  Resources  Committee. 

"RE : Supreme  Court  Cases"  

Date:  Thu,  13  Nov  1997  19:22:20  -0500 

From:  Dulia  Ann  Easley  <3EASLEY@vermontlaw. edu> 

Sub j : Supreme  Court  cases 

UUCP  email 


Contact : 


Dulia  Ann  Easley 
Director  of  Media  Relations 


(802)  763-8303  ext.  2309 


Attorneys  in  four  cases  before  Supreme  Court  to  speak  at  VLS 
South  Royalton,  Vt.,  (Nov.  14) 

Attorneys  involved  in  four  cases  before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  this  term 
will  participate  in  a panel  discussion  at  Vermont  Law  School  on  Friday, 

Nov.  21.  The  event,  which  is  free  and  open  to  the  public,  will  begin  at 
3:30  p.m.  in  the  Chase  Community  Center  on  campus. 

The  participating  attorneys  will  be: 

United  States  v.  Ramirez 

Michael  R.  Levine,  an  assistant  federal  public  defender  in  Portland,  Ore., 
will  argue  for  Hernan  Ramirez  before  the  Supreme  Court. 

State  of  Alaska  v.  Native  Village  of  Venetie 
Burt  Hursh  represents  the  Tanana  Chiefs  Conference. 

Yankton  Sioux  Tribe  v.  State  of  South  Dakota 

lames  Abourezk  of  Abourezk  Law  Offices  in  Sioux  Falls,  S.D.,  was  a 
senator  from  1973  to  1979. 

Miller  v.  Albright 

Donald  Ross  Patterson,  who  has  a private  practice  in  Tyler,  Texas,  argued 
on  behalf  of  Lorelyn  Miller,  the  petitioner,  on  Nov.  4. 

Belinda  Sifford,  assistant  director  of  the  legal  writing  program  at  VLS, 
says  the  cases  were  selected  for  their  legal  significance  and  for  their 
teaching  value. 

Ramirez  involves  the  pre-dawn  search  of  a home  by  45  officers  looking  for 
an  escaped  fugitive.  At  issue  is  the  constitutionality  of  the  unannounced 
search,  which  was  executed  with  a warrant  and  by  shattering  a garage  window. 

Venetie  deals  with  fundamental  notions  of  Native  American  sovereignty.  The 
native  village  of  Venetie  wants  to  tax  a construction  company  building  a 
school  in  its  village;  tribes  in  the  lower  48  states  have  the  ability  to 
tax  business  activity  on  their  lands.  Flowever,  the  State  of  Alaska  argues 
that  if  Venetie  and  other  tribes  have  this  power,  the  resulting  checker 
board  of  taxes  would  hinder  the  economic  development  of  Native  Alaskans 
and  the  state  itself. 

Yankton  centers  on  whether  the  Yankton  Sioux  reservation,  created  by  an 
1858  treaty,  was  diminished  or  disestablished  by  a subsequent  agreement 
and  act  of  Congress.  The  present  dispute  arose  when  the  Yankton  Sioux  tribe 
asserted  that  federal  Environmental  Protection  Agency  standards  for  landfill 
liners  should  govern  construction  of  a proposed  landfill  on  land  within  the 
1858  reservation  borders  but  now  owned  by  a non-Indian. 

Miller,  argued  Nov.  4,  challenges  the  Supreme  Court  to  consider  whether 
immigration  and  naturalization  law  warrants  special  treatment  under  the 
equal  protection  clause  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  when  suspect 
classifications  of  gender  and  illegitimacy  are  at  issue.  Lorelyn  Miller, 
whose  mother  was  Filipino,  was  reunited  with  her  U.S.  father  through 
discovered  letters  and  sought  citizenship.  At  21,  however,  she  had  just 
passed  the  maximum  age  allowed  for  illegitimate  children  of  U.S.  citizen 
fathers  to  be  granted  citizenship.  Were  her  mother  the  U.S.  citizen. 

Miller  herself  would  be  a citizen  today. 

The  panelists  will  comment  on  both  the  cases  and  the  nature  of  appellate 
advocacy  before  the  Supreme  Court.  Following  the  panel  presentation,  the 
attorneys  will  meet  with  students  in  four  less  structured  sessions  focusing 
on  the  individual  cases. 

For  the  160  second-year  students,  the  panel  discussion  will  be  a highlight 
of  this  semester's  Appellate  Advocacy  course.  For  each  case,  forty  students 
have  prepared  briefs  and,  over  an  11-day  period  ending  Nov.  19,  presented 
oral  arguments  before  panels  of  judges.  The  students  with  the  top  arguments 
and  briefs  are  invited  to  participate  in  a national  moot  court  competition; 


a student's  oral  argument  and  brief  count  for  most  of  the  course  grade. 


All  students  have  the  opportunity  to  go  to  D.C.  to  hear  the  three  remaining 
cases  argued  on  Dec.  8 and  10,  and  Ian.  13. 

"RE : Wolverine  Visitors"  

Date:  Mon,  17  Nov  1997  09:09:33  -0500  (EST) 

From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Follow  up  item  from  Eva  Lyman  re  Wolverine 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Eva  Lyman  asked  us  to  post  this  on  her  behalf.] 

RE:  MAI LOUT  REGARDING  VISITING  WOLVERINE 

While  speaking  with  a well  known  local  elder  regarding  the  above,  it 
was  brought  to  my  attention  that  the  wording  of  my  note  about  visiting 
Wolverine  might  have  given  the  impression  his  friends  were  not  making  an 
effort  to  visit  him.  This  was  not  intended.  I know  that  some  of  those 
closest  to  him  locally  were  not  able  to  get  past  the  bureaucracy  and 
those  creaking  iron  gates. 

I was  hoping  to  encourage  those,  who  were  local,  but  maybe  more  of  the 
outer  circle,  or  friends  who  live  out  of  town,  and  without  guidelines 
might  find  it  difficult  to  know  what  procedures  have  to  be  followed,  and 
how  to  find  the  correctional  facility.  No  slight  of  any  one  was 
intended!  If  my  wording  left  a different  impression,  I apologize. 

I have  visited  Wolverine  again  today,  and  he  reported  that  they  are  able 
to  hold  sweats,  and  other  spiritual  practices,  and  are  working  on 
carving  masks,  and  a totem.  Fie  seems  to  be  holding  up  well.  He  has 
signed  the  papers  for  the  appeal. 

One  other  small  correction:  the  name  of  the  road  you  exit  on  is 
McCallum,  not  McLennan.  The  exit  number  I gave  was  correct. 

I hope  this  clarifies  my  position. 

Sincerely, 

Eva  Lyman 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 

"RE;  Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Thu,  20  Nov  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 


I encourage  correspondents  to  be  cautious  when  corresponding  with 
anyone  in  prison.  Especially  be  aware  that  some  things  we  take  for  granted 
as  a part  of  our  ceremonies  are  very  much  contraband  in  the  prison 
system.  Always  ask  what  is  permitted  before  you  send  anything.  In  most 
prisons,  the  chaplain  can  be  a conduit  for  ceremonial  items  a prisoner 
cannot  receive  directly. 


From  Laura  Brook's  Pen  Pal  website: 
http: //www. geocities . com/Ca pit olH ill/9118 


lames,  Charles  P 

#284-382 

PO  Box  1812 

Marion,  OH  43301 

Date  of  Birth:  3/4/55 

Ancestry:  Lakota/Cherokee 

Jett,  Alan  Lee 


Johnson,  Chad  A. 
#288-594 
PO  Box  7010 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  11/6/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Jones,  Richard  Oscar 


#143-205 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  8/1/50 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

loan,  Robert  Richard 
#194-728 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/30/55 
Ancestry:  Seneca 

Kneedler,  3im  Ray 
2294  Slagle  Rd 
Leesville,  LA  71446 


#283-994 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  7/11/64 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Kendall,  Kelly  Eugene 
#279-849 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  2/9/61 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

"03"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


Wolverine  (William  3ones  Ignace) 

Political  Prisoner 

Box  4000 

Abbotsford,  BC 

V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 

or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Both  Laura  and  I would  greatly  appreciate  knowing  about  any  other 
Native  inmate  needing  contact.  Please  send  correspondence  to 
ev 


From  gans@netcom.com  Mon  Dec  1 01:55:38  1997 
Date:  Tue,  25  Nov  1997  20:30:25  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.048 
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KANOFIEDA  ANIYVWIYA  Otapi'sin  Atsinikiisinaakssin  0 o 

Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  Triballaw,  NAT-FILM,  NATIVELIT  & 
AISESnet  lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 

UUCP  email;  KOLA  International  Campaign  Office;  NASC  News; 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"We  were  told  that  we're  all  equal,  we're  all  related,  we're  all 
one  race.  There's  only  one  race,  that's  the  human  race." 

Oren  Lyons,  Onondaga 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 

[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

| i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  [ 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

| borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 

i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  [ 

t so  that  my  forefathers  [ 

I shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


0 
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o o 0 
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O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  following,  researched  by  William  B.  Newell  (Penobscot  Tribe)  Former 
Chairman  of  the  University  of  Connecticut  Anthropology  Department,  May  be 
of  Interest. 

Source:  Documents  of  Holland,  13  Volume  Colonial  Documentary  History, 
letters  and  reports  from  colonial  officials  to  their  superiors  and  the  King 
in  England  and  the  private  papers  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  British  Indian 
Agent  for  the  New  York  colony  for  30  years. 


The  Year  was  1637.... 700  men,  women  and  children  of  the  Pequot 
Tribe,  gathered  for  their  "Annual  Green  Corn  Dance"  in  the  area  that  is 
now  know  as  Groton,  Conn. 

While  they  were  gathered  in  this  place  of  meeting,  they  were 
surrounded  and  attacked  by  mercenaries  of  the  English  and  Dutch.  The 
Indians  were  ordered  from  the  building  and  as  they  came  forth,  they  were 
shot  down.  The  rest  were  burned  alive  in  the  building. 

The  next  day,  the  governor  of  the  Massachusetts  bay  Colony 
declared:  "A  day  of  Thanksgiving,  thanking  God  that  they  had  eliminated 
over  700  men,  women,  and  children.  For  the  next  100  years,  every 
"Thanksgiving  Day"  ordained  by  a Governor  or  president  was  to  honor  that 
victory,  thanking  God  that  the  battle  had  been  won. 


Nokwisa  posted  a note  re  an  excellent  site  about  the  history  behind 

Thanksgiving.  You  can  access  it  at: 

http: //www. halcyon . com/pub/ FWDP/Americ a s/t cht h n ks .txt 

Below  is  an  excerpt: 

<<<<The  Algonkian  tribes  held  six  thanksgiving  festivals 

during  the  year.  The  beginning  of  the  Algonkian  year  was 
marked  by  the  Maple  Dance  which  gave  thanks  to  the  Creator 
for  the  maple  tree  and  its  syrup.  This  ceremony  occurred 
when  the  weather  was  warm  enough  for  the  sap  to  run  in  the 
maple  trees,  sometimes  as  early  as  February.  Second  was  the 
planting  feast,  where  the  seeds  were  blessed.  The 
strawberry  festival  was  next,  celebrating  the  first  fruits 
of  the  season.  Summer  brought  the  green  corn  festival  to 
give  thanks  for  the  ripening  corn.  In  late  fall,  the 
harvest  festival  gave  thanks  for  the  food  they  had  grown. 
Mid-winter  was  the  last  ceremony  of  the  old  year.  When  the 
Indians  sat  down  to  the  "first  Thanksgiving"  with  the 
Pilgrims,  it  was  really  the  fifth  thanksgiving  of  the  year 
for  them!  >>>>> 

From:  THE  FOURTH  WORLD  DOCUMENTATION  PROJECT  ARCHIVES  :: 

::  http://www.halcyon.com/FWDP/fwdp.html  :: 

: : THE  CENTER  FOR  WORLD  INDIGENOUS  STUDIES  : : 

::  http://www.halcyon.com/FWDP/cwisinfo.html  :: 
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I will  now  give  you  a reason  to  send  thanks.  I hope  the  following  will 
also  give  you  the  incentive  to  do  what  you  can  to  help  the  elders  and 
children  yourself.  If  you  ever  wondered  even  once  what  you  might  do  to 
return  the  gift  of  our  existence  to  our  ancestors  or  pass  it  on  to  the  next 
seven  generations  the  answer  is  simple.  Do  something  to  help  those  who  need 
more  than  hand  wringing  and  proseletizing  make  it  through  the  winter. 

I'll  even  give  you  a cheap  way  to  help  if  you  are  really  to  broke  to  send 
a can  of  food  or  an  item  of  clothing.  Radio  Shack  and  Sprint  are  promoting 
their  cooperative  venture  by  giving  away  limited  "free"  phone  cards.  Go  to 
your  nearest  Radio  Shack,  get  your  free  card  and  send  it  to  one  of  the 


addresses  above. 


The  first  is  a note  from  an  elder  and  teacher,  sent  to  me  Monday: 

Last  night,  I was  praying,  worried  because  I knew  that  many  of  the 
Lakota  here  would  not  have  food  this  week.  I asked  Grandfathers  to  help, 
in  some  way. 

Today,  I went  to  the  Post  Office  where  the  clerk  told  me  I had 
several  large,  heavy  boxes. 

I began,  with  my  husband,  to  carry  box  after  box  after  box  out  to  our 
pickup. 

We  began  to  open  them. 

There  was  hundreds  of  pounds  of  canned  food  from  The  University  Of 
Pittsburgh  Native  American  Student  Organization,  with  phone  cards  and 
money  to  give  to  Elders. 

There  was  a beautiful  downy  filled  ball  type  jacket.... 

There  were  boxes  of  clothing,  baby  clothes,  childrens  clothes,  adult 
clothes . 

There  were  so  many  things  that  I couldn't  believe  what  I saw. 

We  rapidly  drove  over  to  Grandmother  Evelyn,  and  we  had  no  way  of 
knowing  she  had  no  coat  for  this  winter.  She  saw  the  ball  jacket  and  asked 
if  she  could  have  it.  I cannot  tell  you  how  darling  she  looked  in  that 
jacket . 

We  handed  out  cans  after  cans  of  food.  Ran  up  to  Safeway  and  bought 
turkeys,  ran  over  to  Lakota  Homes  and  handed  out  to  elders,  turkeys  and 
canned  goods  and  clothing. 

It  was  like  CHRISTMAS! 

I wish,  oh,  how  I truly  wish,  I had  a video  camera  to  have  taken  the 
pictures  of  the  Grandmothers  laughing  and  dancing  again,  as  if  they  were 
young  women.  Women  who  had  no  way  to  feed  their  grandchildren,  and 
children  this  week  on  Thursday. 

I told  them,  each  of  them,  the  stories  of  those  strangers  out  there 
whom  they  might  never  meet,  but  who  cared  and  loved  enough  to  share  with 
them. 

One  Grandmother  said  to  tell  you  this. 

"It  is  the  indian  way  to  give.  I know  these  people  did  not  have  much 
themselves  probably.  Please  tell  each  of  them  if  you  can,  that  we  shall 
all  pray  for  each  of  them,  asking  for  health  and  happiness  for  each  one. 
Tell  them  this  please.  We  do  not  care  what  color  their  skin  is,  they 
are . . . "Indian" . " 

Today,  many  of  you,  who  read  these  words,  will  know  that  your  gifts  of 
the  heart  were  received  by  a people  who  were  grateful,  who  will  pray  for 
you,  who  have  nothing  else  in  life  to  give  back  to  you  but;  indeed  in 
the  doing  of  that  alone,  will  make  you  equally  as  rich  as  they  each  feel 
today. 

Toksa ! 


The  next  letter  I wish  to  share  (with  permission)  is  from  Clay  Watson, 
who  woke  a few  of  you  up  with  his  last  trip  report. 

Date:  Mon,  24  Nov  1997  18:42:18  -0500  (EST) 

Gary, 

Through  your  newsletter,  there  has  been  a tremendous  response  to  helping 
on  the  reservations . World  wide. (England)  and  growing.  The  following  is  what 
I have  done  as  one  person  making  a focused  effort  and  the  generosity  of  so 
many  who  care.  This  may  be  the  answer  to  solving  a very  large  problem.  I 
must  note  that  there  has  not  been  one  ounce  of  help  or  penny  of  Federal, 
State,  County  or  city  government.  After  numerous  attempts,  none  of  them 
have  even  opened  a door  to  dialog  except  one  agency  at  the  federal  level. 

You  may  print  it  if  you  want. 

Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)  778-7860 
pioquark(3aol . com 


Sequential  activities  of  Pioneer  Industries.  Labor,  services,  expenses,  hours, 
total  effort  by  one  person  using  an  old  horse  trailer. 

1 Sep  96  -1  Duly  97(10  months)  Donations  delivered  to  the  Wind  River 
Reservation  in  Wyoming 


21,680  lbs 

26,600 

5,035 

3,000 

11,781 

1,400 


Clothing 

Furniture/Appliances 
Housewares/ kitchenware 
Construction  Supplies 

Misc.  stuff,  cloth,  sewing  machines, vacuums,  etc. 
Food 


69,496  lbs. 

3,400 
18  Trips 
17,100  miles 
$2245.00 


Total  resources  delivered 
Total  voluntary  hours 
To  Wind  River 
Total  Miles 
Total  Fuel  costs 


As  experience  and  community  participation  grew,  look  what  happened  in  the 
last  four  months  for  the  totals. 

1 Sep  96  through  1 Nov  97  (14  months  total)  Begin  going  to  Rosebud  and 
Pine  Ridge  due  to  increase  of  donations  and  purchase  of  truck. (Growth) 

Still  no  funding  (small  grant  from  1st  Bank)  $4,000  designated. 


$3,000.00 

1,200.00 

6,966.04 


Purchase  of  truck  (personal  loan) 
Truck  insurance 
Total  Fuel 


36,300  miles 
21,400  lbs 
51 
5,040 

226,481  lbs  (113 
1 
6 

300 


Total  distance  driven 
Total  Food  delivered 
Total  Trips 

Hours  dedicated  voluntarily 
TONS!)  Total  donations  delivered. 

Half  ton  pickup  truck  donated  (my  old  favorite) 
Video  tapes  of  dancers  turned  over  to  Committees 
Low  Income  Energy  Assistance  Program  applications 
facilitated 


Other  services: 

Dob  Corps  Kickinghorse  Mt.  and  Clearfield  Ut.  and  Doint  Action  in  Community 
Service  presentation  to  Tribal  members.  Wind  River. 

Counselling  to  Wind  River  Dob  Corps  graduates  in  future  opportunities. 

School  Supplies  collected  and  delivered 
International  and  cottage  industries  project  started 

Participate  in  Cheyenne  Pow  Wow  Committee,  planning,  installation  operation. 
Urban  Native  Americans:  14  Local  families  assisted  with  the  following: 

1400  lbs  Food 

3000  lbs  Furniture/Appliances 

1500  lbs.  clothing 

2 Legal  Assists 

1 Family  Rescue  (lElder  with  3 others  in  family.  Vehicle  broke  down  in 

Colorado) 


Crossing  of  the  Tribes  (Local  organization  participates  with  Pioneer  and 
Pioneer  supports  them),  serves  the  Local  Native  Americans  in  need.  Sponsors 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  other  holiday  events,  promotes  education, 
intercultural  activities,  school  supplies,  food  distribution,  toys,  elder 
gifts,  referrals,  liaison  and  all  around  nice  bunch  of  folks,  public  cultural 
education,  radio  discussion  (not  regular)  etc. 


INTERNET 

A most  productive  and  exciting  new  adventure.  Here's  the  results  of  Native 
American  News  publishing  Pioneers  one  trip  to  Pine  Ridge  and  Rosebud: 

Referrals  to  Pine  Ridge,  Rosebud  and  Wind  River  reservations  to  people 
Pioneer  knows  to  be  honest  and  work  with  the  needy. 


Small  Beginnings  (Houston  Christian  Organization)  Parmelee  Community  at 
Rosebud.  Appears  to  be  increasing  their  support  daily. 

Eye  Surgeon  to  address  vision  problems  for  diabetics 
Crew  scheduled  to  paint  & repair  homes  this  summer 
Attorney  donates  350  stuffed  toys 

Bibles  & other  support  sent  via  Parmelee  Christian  Youth  Group 

Individuals  who  are  sending  care  packages  and  other  support.  Home  areas 
(privacy  act) 

Chicago  Philadelphia  Washington  D.C.  Denver 

Sturgis  London  San  Francisco  Rapid  City 

Cheyenne  Laramie  Saratoga  Rawlins 

London  Based  Children's  book  author  donating  proceeds  to  reservations . 
Anxious  to  come  to  the  Rocky  Mountains 

Organizations  participating  with  Pioneer  in  serving  Native  Americans: 

Care  & Share  Meals  on  Wheels  Needs  Inc. 

Food  Bank  of  the  Rockies  Intertribal  Services  U.  of  Wyo.  Women  United 

Federal  Employees  Wyo  Coalition  for  the  Homeless 

Student  Teachers  Assn.  Uof  Wyo.  Episcopal  Church 

The  Choir  Loft  Second  Time  Around  1st  Bank  of  Cheyenne 

KDDL  Radio  Grace  Calvary  Church,  Clarkesville,  Ga. 

Lincoln  Valley  Auto  Salvage  Wiconti  Wasti'  Denver 

Numerous  other  services  have  been  rendered.  It  all  becomes  a blur  after  a 
while . 

If  more  organizations  would  adopt  groups,  churches  and  programs  which  help 
the  needy,  seek  out  employment  opportunities  and  open  up  corporate  to  rez 
dialog,  the  desperate  problems  that  the  future  holds  may  slowly  vaporize. 
These  numbers  are  just  from  my  efforts  and  relationships.  There  is  great 
strength  in  numbers.  The  figures  show  it.  This  is  the  beginning  of  a great 
movement  from  those  with  compassion  and  love  in  their  hearts  to  join  for  a 
common  goal  in  the  future.  The  awakening  has  started.  The  prophecies  of  our 
ancestors  are  being  fulfilled. 

Clay  Watson 
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The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 
David  Swallow  or  Gerald  Ice 
% Gerald  ice 
P.0.  Box  199 
Wounded  Knee,  SD  57794 

Or.  . . 

3oe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

3oe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 


Rapid  City,  SD  57701 


From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Flilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. TH0MAS_3 +@A L BANY . VA . GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

This  next  is  a wonderful  organization  I am  ashamed  to  say  I forgot  to 
include: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

904-736-8050  770-258-1536 

I am  collecting  for  the  Cherokee  N.C.  Rez  and  south  FI.  When  they  call  me 
and  request  it.  Thank  You  Lone  Wolf 


From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain .org> 

Direct  Relief  International  provides  medical-related  items,  but  requires 
paperwork/assessment  well  in  advance  of  the  emergency. 

Tribes  can  call: 

Laura  Carlos 

805-730-8610  or  voice  message  964-4767;  fax  681-4838. 

From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http : //rtt . Colorado . edu/~cameron/ LakxotaKxoyag . html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  the  Cherry  Creek 
and  Bridger  communities  on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Floly 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.0.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Keeler  and  Freidan  Condon 
Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
P.0.  Box  181 
Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Keeler  Condon 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
House  #11 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <lczarnowsky@MAIL. PRESS. JHU . EDU> 

It  's  actually  two  projects:  ONe  is  Santa's  Workshop  and  the 
other  is  called  Wakanheja  Tipi.  They  are  both  run  by  Liam  Paterson 
and  his  wife.  Please  call  him  for  the  details .. he ' s quite  a 
man... takes  a semi-truck  to  Pine  Ridge  EVERY  year  and  is  helping  with 
a school  there.  Please  call  him  at  717-665-2727.  He's  the  person 
who  delivers  most  of  my  stuff  each  year... 

Let  me  know  what  you  think  of  him  after  you  talk  to  him. 

Stay  well ! ! Lora 


I spoke  to  Liam.  He's  the  real  deal.  This  year  they  outdid  themselves 
and  will  be  taking  three  semi-tractor  loads  to  the  Rez  the  week  after 
thanksgiving.  If  you  wish  to  add  to  the  load  his  phone  number  is  above 
and  the  address  is: 

Liam  Paterson 
1434  Creek  Road 
Manheim,  PA  17545 

From:  FNAIC@aol.com 

Walking  Shield  in  Southern  California  regularly  send  truck  loads  of  food, 
clothing  and  needed  items  to  many  reservations.  They  are  located  at  2472 
Chambers  Rd.  Tustin,  CA.  922680  telephone  714-573-1434  Hugh  Stevens  is  the 
boss,  they  will  only  take  fairly  new  and  clean  used  items  - any  new  items  - 
and  donations  form  large  corps.  They  seem  to  be  on  the  up  and  up  and  have 
helped  many  local  reservations  and  native  organizations.  Carol 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 


PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Include  some  name/info  for  me  to  verify 
where  gifts  will  be  sent  and  how.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow, 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 
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Thanks  to  Mike  Wicks  <mwicks@gte. net>  for  the  following  reminder: 
In  Memory  (with  Respect  and  Honor) 

AIM  Casualties  on  Pine  Ridge,  1973-1976 

12.6.1975  Carl  Plenty  Arrows,Sr.  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine 
Ridge  by  "unknown  persons." 

No  investigation. 

12.6.1975  Frank  LaPointe  - AIM  supporter  killed  at  Pine  Ridge  by 


Goons . 

No  investigation. 

Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - ' ) Marietta,  GA  30067, 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured 

- Peltier  Rally  in  San  Francisco 

- Onondaga  Nation  People  Assert  Rights 

- Gover  Waits  for  Chief  Byrd  to  Comply 

- Wyoming  Bison  Under  the  Gun 

- Buffalo  Nations  Update 

- Mascot  Names 

- Huron  Valley  Board  of  Education 

- Mascot  Issue 

- Break  the  Blockade  of  Silence 

- Clinton  Vetoes  Funds  for  Telescope 

- Washita 

- Thomas  Mails 

- Thomas  E.  Mails 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 

in  this  issue  

- Choose  Your  Battles 

- Inco  to  Shut  4 Mines 

- Plateau  Tribes/Washington  State 
Accord 

- Comanche  Language  Preservation 

- California  to  Enforce  Grooming 
Code 

- Maintaining  Traditions  in  Prison 

- Native  Prisoner 

- New  Moon  Prayer 

- Poem:  Personal  Thanksgiving 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 


"RE : Report:  Peltier  Rally  in  San  Francisco"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Nov  1997  17:30:40  -0700 
From:  "S.I.S.I.S."  <SISIS@envirolink.org> 

Sub j : Peltier  Rally  in  San  Francisco 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

Via  Workers  World  News  Service 

Reprinted  from  the  November  27,  1997  issue  of  Workers  World  newspaper 
[S.I.S.I.S.  note:  Thanks  to  Sandra  Mitchell  for  forwarding  this] 

SAN  FRANCISCO  DEMANDS  FREEDOM  FOR  LEONARD  PELTIER 
By  Gloria  La  Riva  San  Francisco 

In  an  historic  show  of  solidarity,  1,200  people  joined  in  a spirited  rally 
here  Nov. 16,  demanding  freedom  for  imprisoned  Native  leader  Leonard  Peltier. 

For  five  hours,  people  of  all  ages  and  nationalities  celebrated  the 
spirited  Native  drumming,  music  and  words  of  singers  and 
speakers--including  American  Indian  Movement  leaders  Dennis  Banks,  Mary 
lane  Wilson,  Floyd  Westerman  and  John  Trudell.  Ramsey  Clark,  just  returned 
from  his  trip  to  Iraq,  also  gave  a major  talk. 

There  was  very  strong  participation  of  hundreds  of  Native  people  from  over 
25  tribes  and  reservations- -including  Choctaw,  Oglala  Lakota,  Wahpeton 
Sisseton,  Wailaki,  Anishinabe,  Santee  Sioux,  Ihanktopwan  Sioux,  San  luan 
Bautista  and  San  Manuel  bands  of  Mission  Indians,  Cancow,  Pitt  River,  Porno, 
Paiute,  Tlingit,  Western  Shoshone,  Navajo,  Winnebago  and  many  others. 

The  word  of  the  rally  had  spread  through  the  Native  communities.  People 
came  from  California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Nevada,  Alaska  and  Colorado. 


Everyone  who  attended  evinced  a real  sense  of  optimism  that  Leonard 
Peltier  will  be  freed  through  the  people's  action.  Cheers  of  "Free  Leonard 
Peltier!"  broke  out  continually. 

Youths  and  students  were  everywhere,  listening  to  talks  or  helping  out. 
Volunteers  worked  hard  all  afternoon. 

Millions  around  the  world  recognize  Peltier  as  a political  prisoner.  He 
was  framed  by  the  FBI,  and  the  U.S.  government  has  vindictively  held  him  in 
prison  for  over  21  years. 

Legal  appeals  and  35  million  petition  signatures  have  failed  to  win  his 
release  despite  overwhelming  evidence  of  an  FBI  frame-up.  As  Peltier  has 
said,  it  will  take  the  people's  struggle  to  win  his  freedom. 

The  National  People's  Campaign  initiated  this  rally  to  raise  anew  public 
awareness  of  Peltier's  struggle.  It  was  co-sponsored  by  the  American  Indian 
Movement  and  the  Bring  Peltier  Home  Campaign,  and  endorsed  by  dozens  of 
groups . 

In  the  last  two  months.  Native  students  and  other  youths  had  held  meetings 
to  publicize  the  gathering,  and  mobilized  to  attend.  Local  Peltier  support 
committees,  prisoners'  rights  and  environmental  groups  also  joined  in. 

'WE  SAY  NO  MORE,  NO  MORE' 

Dave  Chief,  spiritual  advisor  to  the  Oglala  Lakota  in  South  Dakota,  opened 
the  rally.  He  gave  an  opening  invocation  and  song.  As  the  audience  stood  in 
silence  and  Chief  fanned  the  burning  sage  with  eagle  feathers,  he  spoke  in 
his  Native  language  for  Peltier. 

Chief  was  a participant  in  the  1972  AIM  takeover  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  in  Washington.  He  was  imprisoned  for  his  courageous  stand  in 
refusing  to  surrender  papers  taken  from  the  BIA. 

The  All-Nations  drummers,  led  by  Mike  Bellinger,  then  sang  the  AIM  song  to 
the  thunderous  drum  beat.  The  Friendship  House  Sobriety  Drummers  also  sang. 

Mary  lane  Wilson  of  the  Anishinabe  nation  was  the  master  of  ceremonies 
along  with  NPC  organizer  Gloria  La  Riva  and  the  Rev.  Dorsey  Blake.  Wilson 
is  a co-founder  of  AIM,  which  was  begun  by  Dennis  Banks  in  1968  in 
Minneapolis . 

She  began  by  saying:  "It  pains  my  heart  when  I think  about  my  brother 
Leonard  and  the  time  that  he  is  spending  away  from  us.  It  pains  my  heart 
every  night  when  I talk  to  my  grandchildren  and  I know  that  my  brother 
would  like  to  be  home  doing  this." 

The  first  speakers  were  Cora  Lee  Simmons  and  Bear  Lincoln  from  Round  Valley 
Indian  Reservation,  three  hours  north  of  San  Francisco.  Lincoln  became 
known  when  he  was  charged  with  first-  and  second-degree  murder  in  an  ambush 
killing  of  his  friend  by  the  Mendocino  County  police  during  which  a police 
officer  was  also  killed.  Lincoln  faced  the  death  penalty  if  convicted. 

Cora  Lee  Simmons,  Wailaki  and  Little  Lake  Indian,  formed  the  Round  Valley 
Indians  for  Justice  to  support  Lincoln.  On  Sept.  23,  in  a major  victory, 
Lincoln  was  acquitted  of  the  first-  and  second-degree  murder  charges.  He 
still  faces  charges  on  manslaughter  but  is  currently  free  on  bail. 

At  the  rally,  Simmons  and  Lincoln  received  joyous  cheers  from  the  audience 
for  their  struggle  and  victory.  Simmons  said:  "The  injustices,  we're  sick 
and  tired  of  it.  We  say  no  more,  no  more.  It's  come  full  circle.  Now  it's 
our  turn  for  justice,  and  that's  just  what  we  got  for  Bear  Lincoln." 

Lincoln  remarked  on  the  similarity  between  his  case  and  Peltier's:  "There 
was  police  cover-up,  police  corruption  just  abounded  in  my  and  Leonard's 
case.  . . . 

"It's  a miracle  that  I'm  here  to  speak  about  the  shooting  incident.  All  of 
you  are  here  to  share  in  that  victory  because  you  wrote  letters  and  cards. 

We  need  to  get  stronger  in  unity  and  we  will  see  Leonard  Peltier  free." 

Dorsey  Nunn  of  Legal  Services  for  Prisoners  with  Children  talked  of  the 
FBI's  COINTELPRO  war  on  African  American  and  Native  communities.  "Behind 
Leonard  are  1.5  million  human  beings  locked  up  in  cases  in  the  U.S,"  Nunn 
said . 

Andrea  Carmen,  executive  director  of  the  International  Indian  Treaty 
Council,  gave  an  update  on  the  IITC's  work  at  the  United  Nations  against 
arbitrary  detentions  of  people  in  the  United  States.  With  an  upcoming 
resolution,  she  said,  "We  hope  to  begin  a real  investigation  into  the  case 
of  Leonard  Peltier." 


Next  was  the  beautiful  voice  of  Floyd  Red  Crow  Westerman,  a Lakota 
singer/guitarist  and  actor  who  has  appeared  in  movies  and  on  television.  He 
is  also  AIM's  cultural  ambassador.  Willie  French  Lowrie,  Tuscarora  of  North 
Carolina,  accompanied  him. 

'GOV'T  IS  AFRAID  OF  US ! ' 

Secretary-Treasurer  Walter  Dohnson  delivered  a solidarity  message  on 
behalf  of  "75,000  workers  of  the  San  Francisco  Labor  Council  in  support  of 
this  event."  Dohnson  promised,  "We're  going  to  put  our  time,  talent  and 
energy  together  to  make  sure  the  bars  are  taken  down,  people  are  out  where 
they  belong,  and  Leonard  is  going  to  be  free!" 

Bernadette  Devlin  McAliskey,  Irish  liberation  activist,  sent  solidarity 
greetings,  saying,  "We  have  to  stand  together  now  and  stand  behind  all  the 
victims  of  political  repression."  Tahnee  Stair,  NPC  youth  coordinator  for 
the  rally,  read  the  statement  and  detailed  the  struggle  of  Devlin's 
daughter,  Roisin  McAliskey,  being  held  in  prison  by  British  authorities. 

Texas  death-row  inmates  in  the  group  Panthers  United  for  Revolutionary 
Education  sent  a moving  message  of  solidarity.  These  brothers,  even  while 
fighting  for  their  lives,  have  issued  declarations  of  support  for  many 
causes . 

Their  letter  read  in  part:  "For  22  years  now  this  great  Native  leader  has 
been  unjustly  locked  away  but  our  hope  and  faith  that  he  will  one  day  again 
be  free  has  not  whittled  one  iota  across  time  and  space.  ...  Long  live  the 
People!  And  forever  may  we  stand  in  solidarity!  Free  Leonard  Peltier!" 

John  Trudell,  AIM  director  from  1973  to  1978  and  a recording  artist,  was 
a young  participant  in  the  1969  Alcatraz  Island  occupation,  and  later  at 
Wounded  Knee.  His  introduction  alone,  detailing  a life  of  struggle,  drew  a 
standing  ovation. 

Trudell  read  a poem,  "Shoot-Out  at  lumping  Bull,"  and  said,  "The  reason 
that  Peltier  cannot  get  justice,  why  the  courts  are  acting  as  an  extension 
of  the  FBI,  is  because  there's  a cover-up  going  on  and  the  U.S.  government 
does  not  want  the  American  people  to  know." 

Larry  Holmes  of  Workers  World  Party  received  a standing  ovation  when  he 
spoke  of  the  U.S.  government's  war  against  Mumia  Abu-lamal  and  Peltier. 

"Why  is  the  government  bent  on  murdering  Mumia?  Why  are  they  bent  on  seeing 
Leonard  rot  in  jail?  What  are  they  afraid  of? 

"They're  afraid  of  us!  This  government  is  afraid  of  anyone  standing  up 
and  saying,  'No,  I will  protest  injustice,  I will  stand  up  to  racism.' 

"Because  this  government  defends  the  capitalist  system  that  needs  control 
and  order,  it  cannot  tolerate  challenge  here  or  anywhere  else.  That's  why 
President  Clinton  has  sent  an  armada  of  ships,  warships  with  bigger  bombs, 
to  the  Middle  East,  to  beat  up  on  Iraq  some  more. 

"In  many  ways,  what  this  whole  meeting  is  about,  what  Peltier  and  Mumia 
and  all  the  political  prisoners  mean,  is  that  we  live  in  a system  defended 
by  a government  that's  afraid  of  its  people." 

AIM  FOUNDER:  'STRUGGLE' 

Raglan  Road,  an  Irish  band  from  New  York,  played  lively  music.  Soon, 

Dennis  Banks  and  others  danced  on  stage  with  a huge  portrait  of  Peltier. 

Ramsey  Clark,  former  U.S.  attorney  general  and  Peltier's  lead  lawyer, 
expressed  the  great  spirit  of  the  crowd,  "If  the  words  and  music  you've 
heard  this  afternoon  haven't  stirred  your  soul,  you'd  better  check  in  with 
your  local  coroner  and  find  out  what  happened  with  you!" 

Clark  said:  "Leonard  would  be  pretty  upset  if  I didn't  talk  about  a crisis 
because  he  always  stood  up  to  every  crisis.  That's  why  he  was  on  the 
reservation  of  Pine  Ridge  in  Dune  1975,  on  the  99th  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Little  Big  Horn,  Dune  25,  1876.  ... 

"The  crisis  is  our  government  again  threatening  massive  violence  against 
the  defenseless  people  of  Iraq." 

To  applause  and  cheers,  he  concluded:  "Until  Leonard  is  free  we  are  all  at 
risk- -because  he  represents  whether  the  American  people  have  the  will  to 
stand  up  finally  to  powerful  economic  interests  that  control  communications 
and  media,  that  control  our  military-industrial  complex,  that  are  ravaging 
poor  people  across  the  planet.  It's  essential  that  we  free  Leonard  Peltier 
now,  and  having  done  that,  that  we  recognize  Native  American  people  as 


first,  first,  first  among  equals." 

Leonard  Peltier's  aunt,  Patty  Bear  Robideau  of  the  Wahpeton  Sisseton 
reservation  in  South  Dakota,  talked  on  behalf  of  her  family.  She  spoke  of 
the  last  time  she  saw  Peltier,  just  before  the  FBI  came  to  her  house 
searching  for  him.  Of  course,  she  refused  to  cooperate. 

She  read  from  a letter  to  her  from  Peltier,  saying,  "Please  thank 
everyone  at  the  demonstration  for  me,  and  tell  them  I love  them  very  much." 

A special  statement  from  Leonard  Peltier  to  the  rally  was  read  by  Desert 
Horse  Grant,  a Stanford  University  student,  Oglala  Lakota  from  Pine  Ridge, 
who  had  organized  members  of  the  Stanford  American  Indian  Club  to  attend 
the  rally. 

To  introduce  Dennis  Banks,  Mary  lane  Wilson  gave  an  eloquent  explanation 
of  the  hopelessness  that  existed  for  Native  people--the  poverty,  racism, 
brutal  repression,  state  kidnappings  of  Indian  children--before  the 
American  Indian  Movement  was  founded  in  Minneapolis  on  Duly  28,  1968. 

She  said:  "That  movement  came  about  because  someone  had  a vision.  A vision 
that  something  could  be  done  about  what  was  happening  to  us.  Someone  heard. 

You  know  who  that  was?  Dennis  Banks." 

Banks,  Anishinabe,  emphasized  one  point--the  struggle--in  a rousing  and 
fiery  speech. 

He  said:  "I  want  to  take  one  of  the  lines  from  Leonard,  'and  to  those 
people  that  still  believe  in  struggle. 1 Every  day  that  you  wake  up,  every 
morning,  every  year,  you  have  to  be  about  struggle.  If  there  is  somebody  in 
prison,  you  must  be  about  struggle  ...  . And  if  this  country,  the  United 
States  of  America,  is  threatening  another  country,  you  must  be  about  struggle! 

"What  might  have  been  the  outcome  if  this  same  crowd  had  lived  in  1875, 
during  1889,  1890,  when  the  military  was  going  out  to  massacre  people  at 
Wounded  Knee?  What  might  have  been  the  outcome?  It  might  have  been 
different.  But  instead  250  men,  women  and  children  were  gunned  down, 
killed,  put  in  a mass  grave  because  people  were  not  about  struggle. 

"And  21  years  ago,  Leonard  Peltier,  on  the  Pine  Ridge  reservation,  was 
about  struggle." 

Banks  proposed  a cross-country  caravan  for  Leonard  Peltier  in  March  1998, 
to  join  with  the  March  27  Dericho  '98  March  in  Washington  for  political 
prisoners.  He  called  on  young  people  at  the  rally  and  others  to  join  him  in 
March . 

"We  would  like  to  go  there  to  express  our  solidarity  for  all  those 
prisoners  who  are  in  jail  because  of  their  political  beliefs.  Leonard 
Peltier  is  in  jail  not  because  of  the  incident  that  happened  at  Oglala, 

S.D.  It  is  because  the  government  of  the  United  States  was  afraid  of  the 
American  Indian  Movement. 

"Today,  we  want  to  show  Leonard  Peltier,  if  he  can  hear:  Leonard,  I want 
you  to  hear  the  voices  of  San  Francisco.  Free  Leonard  Peltier!  Free  Leonard 
Peltier ! " 

MESSAGE  FROM  LEONARD  PELTIER:  "STAND  UP  AND  MOVE  TO  ACTION" 

[Leonard  Peltier  sent  the  following  statement  to  the  Nov.  16  rally  in  San 
Francisco: ] 

First,  I thank  all  those  who  worked  so  hard  for  this  event  to  happen,  to 
those  who  contributed  financially,  and  to  those  who  still  believe  in  the 
struggle . 

Twenty-one  years  ago  when  I was  illegally  extradited  from  Canada,  tried, 
and  sentenced  in  a U.S.  court  to  two  consecutive  life  sentences,  many 
issues  faced  Native  people.  Most  of  these  issues  involved  wrongdoing  by 
national  and  state  government  agencies  such  as: 

1.  The  forced  sterilization  of  over  3,000  Native  women  by  the  Department  of 
Health 

2.  The  forced  removal  of  Dineh  & Hopi  families  from  the  coal-  rich  country 

of  their  own  lands  on  the  Navajo  reservation  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior 

3.  The  targeting  of  Indian  lands  for  use  as  nuclear  dump  sites  by  the 
Department  of  Energy 

4.  The  fishing  struggles  of  the  Pacific  Northwest  and  Minnesota,  Michigan, 
and  Wisconsin  where  the  various  states  were  halting  our  people  from 
exercising  treaty  rights;  and  the  list  goes  on. 

On  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  the  FBI  supported  the  GOON  squad  which 


killed  64  Native  people  during  the  time  from  1973  to  1975.  All  victims  were 
members  and  supporters  of  the  American  Indian  Movement.  Twenty-one  years 
later,  not  one  arrest  [in  those]  killings  has  been  made,  or  even  an 
investigation . 

Today,  we  still  face  issues  that  threaten  our  way  of  life,  our  environment, 
our  youth,  and  the  future  of  this  planet.  These  issues  are  found  in  every 
state,  every  region,  every  city.  Large  corporations  are  allowed  to  pollute 
the  air,  water  and  land  without  penalty.  This  pollution--the  highly  toxic, 
radiated  contamination  of  soil;  the  chemicalization  of  rivers  and  streams 
which  kill  all  water  life;  and  the  millions  of  tons  of  smog  and 
life-threatening  odors  spewed  into  the  air  hourly,  every  day  of  the 
year--is  tampering  with  the  work  of  the  Creator.  Now  violent  gangs  are 
controlling  the  streets  of  Los  Angeles,  New  York,  Chicago,  Minneapolis, 

Miami,  and  many  other  large  metropolitan  centers.  In  short,  the  issues  of 
yesterday  are  still  very  much  with  us  today. 

That  is  why  I call  upon  young  America  to  stand  in  struggle  and  exercise 
your  heritage  and  future  to  take  back  the  streets,  take  back  the  nights, 
take  back  this  country  from  those  who  are  destroying  it.  Ask  yourself, 

"What  is  more  important?" 

Bottled  water  or  naturally  pure  water? 

Productive  soil  or  soil  in  which  nothing  grows? 

Clear  cutting  or  reforestation? 

To  think  only  of  this  generation  or  for  seven  generations  to  come? 

Stand  up  America,  stand  up  and  move  to  action.  Let  our  generations  to  come 
be  proud  of  our  stand.  Let  them  be  proud  of  who  we  were.  Let  them  say, 

"They  knew  what  was  wrong  and  moved  head  on  to  bring  about  change." 

Thank  you. 

In  the  Spirit  of  Crazy  Horse, 

Leonard  Peltier 

(Copyright  Workers  World  Service:  Permission  to  reprint  granted  if  source 
is  cited.  For  more  information  contact  Workers  World,  55  W.  17  St.,  NY,  NY 
10011;  via  e-mail:  ww@workers.org.  For  subscription  info  send  message  to: 
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Onondaga  Nation  People  Assert  Their  Rights 
November  19,  1997. 

It  has  been  four  years  since  the  Onondaga  Council  of  Chiefs  closed  down 
fuel  and  and  cigarette  businesses  on  Onondaga  Territory,  near  Syracuse,  New 
York.  Since  that  time  it  has  looked  like  a war  zone.  Many  things  transpired 
since  1993.  One  owner  has  since  passed  away,  the  Tadadaho,  Leon  Shenandoah 
has  also  passed  on  and  the  Onondaga  Chiefs'  Council,  along  with  other 
Confederacy  Chiefs,  even  signed  an  agreement  with  New  York  State  to  collect 
taxes  against  the  wishes  of  the  people.  Fortunately,  New  York's  Governor 
Pataki  rescinded  that  agreement.  The  last  event  was  the  straw  that  broke 
the  people's  back.  A complete  usurpation  of  power  by  a few. 

To  this  date  there  has  been  no  accountability  to  the  people.  Only  those 
who  tow  the  line  are  granted  mere  token  payments.  The  most  significant 
event  that  has  occurred  was  May  18,1997  when  the  Onondaga  Council  of  Chiefs 


used  the  force  of  New  York  State  Troopers  and  Onondaga  County  Sheriff's 
Department  to  quell  the  voices  of  Confederacy  people,  this  enraged  Native 
and  non-Native  alike.  Iroquois  were  charged  with  disturbing  the  peace, 
unlawful  assembly,  assault  and  disorderly  conduct.  Iroquois  speaking  out 
on  issues  that  concern  the  seven  generations  on  Iroquois  land  is  not  a 
crime,  but  a responsibility.  Assault,  yes  but  more  like  excessive  beating 
on  people  who  were  carrying  out  their  responsibilities. 

The  time  has  come  for  Onondagas  to  clean  their  house.  Hopefully,  the 
military  arm  of  New  York  State  will  not  be  used  once  again  to  support  this 
corrupt  regime.  Worldwide,  the  Great  Orator  Oren  Lyons,  speaks  out  against 
human  rights  abuses  and  corrupt  governments,  yet,  he  is  the  one  in  the 
Onondaga  Nation  that  is  the  control  and  mastermind  to  keep  the  people 
living  in  third  world  conditions.  Although  he,  himself  jet  sets  across 
the  country  and  overseas  in  luxury.  Oren  Lyons  is  one  of  the  "impostor" 
Chiefs  who  gains  his  power  and  recognition  by  satisfying  the  whims  of 
non-Native  culture  seekers  who  happen  to  be  very  powerful  in  the  elite 
world . 

Well,  the  jig's  up,  Onondaga  people  are  now  educating  themselves  on  their 
Constitution,  The  Great  Law  of  Peace.  They  now  know  that  the  power  lies 
within  the  people  and  it  is  the  responsibility  of  each  person  to  assert 
that  power  for  the  benefit  of  the  future.  Chiefs  are  supposed  to  be  the 
Voice  of  the  people,  not  dictators.  "We  the  People"  is  a derivative  of  the 
Iroquois  Constitution.  This  is  what  the  Onondaga  people  are  now  saying  and 
doing.  Onondagas  are  now  insisting  that  their  Government  representatives 
be  Onondagas  and  no  other.  They  must  be  properly  selected  by  the  consensus 
of  the  Clans.  The  Great  Law  of  Peace  incorporates  the  ways  and  means  to 
maintain  harmony  amongst  the  people. 


Onondaga  People's  Mission  Statement 

We  the  Haudenosaunee  from  the  Onondaga  Territory  write  this  Mission 
Statement  for  11  the  people  of  the  Six  Nations  Confederacy  and  others  to 
understand  why  we  have  no  choice  to  open  these  Smoke  Shops  for  the  people. 

We  open  these  shops  for  the  sole  purpose  for  the  Onondaga  People  and  the 
generations  yet  to  come.  Each  Onondaga  will  benefit  from  these  businesses 
by  ways  of  a job,  profits,  and  community  programs. 

With  moneys  set  aside  from  each  business,  we  will  be  building  a Cultural 
Center,  Recreation  Center,  Daycare,  and  have  elderly  and  youth  assistants 
programs,  plus  receive  monthly  profit  sharing. 

We  the  Onondaga  will  be  a premier  example  on  how  Haudenosaunee  people  can 
improve  economically,  strengthen  and  revitalize  culturally  in  their 
territory . 

The  Onondaga  People  invite  the  Nation  Members  to  assist  us  with  their 
input  on  how  we  can  work  together  to  better  serve  our  community. 

Onondaga  People 


We  are  going  to  implement  the  following  revocation  in  order  to  bring  the 
funds  of  this  Nation  back  to  all  Onondaga  people.  These  funds  of  our 
Nation  are  being  misused  and  used  only  to  enhance  the  string  hold  a couple 
council  members  have  on  us.  Money  is  flowing  into  the  Nation  Treasury  from 
all  over,  and  where  is  the  Onondaga  People's  share? 

We  are  in  desperate  need  of  programs  that  we  have  been  promised  to  us  for 
years  but  are  never  put  in  place.  These  promises  keep  us  from  wiggling  out 
of  our  cage. 

We  are  not  trying  to  control  trade  and  commerce  on  our  Nation  which  we 
know  will  be  the  cry  over  your  heads.  We  are  trying  to  bring  the  Onondaga 
People  to  share  the  money  they  are  entitled  to.  After  our  payment  to  the 
committee  we  will  no  longer  have  a voice  on  what  happens  to  the  money.  We 
sincerely  believe  the  committee  will  justly  provide  the  needs  of  our 
community.  If  this  does  not  happen  you  will  definitely  be  able  to  voice 
your  opinion  for  justice  in  disbursement  of  the  money. 

This  is  in  no  way  intended  to  overthrow  the  Council  of  Chiefs  or  for  any 
political  advantage.  We  are  only  trying  to  give  the  Onondaga  People  what 
they  are  entitled  to. 

We  propose  to  set  up  a committee  of  Onondagas.  There  will  be  three 
signatures  for  each  cheque.  One  committee  member  will  receive  the  money 


and  records  for  public  notice.  Another  committee  member  will  write  the 
cheques,  sign  and  have  two  additional  committee  members  also  sign.  This 
will  be  recorded  for  public  notice.  No  cheques  will  be  signed  prior  to  the 
dispensing  of  money.  The  bank  statement  will  be  mailed  directly  to  another 
committee  member  to  ensure  that  there  are  checks  and  balances.  The  other 
committee  member  will  record  all  financial  figures  and  provide  a statement 
of  income  and  disbursements.  This  statement  will  be  included  with  your 
cheque  to  the  Onondaga  People  on  a monthly  basis. 

We  will  give  a certified  cheque  to  the  committee  for  the  amount  of  the 
invoice  from  the  cigarette  wholesaler  plus  the  $2.00  per  carton,  which  is 
the  going  rate  according  to  the  compact.  $1.00  will  be  disbursed  to  all 
Onondaga  People  and  $1.00  from  the  proceeds  will  be  placed  in  a separate 
account  for  separate  purposes,  plus  another  $1.00  will  be  added  within  3 
months  after  opening.  The  committee  will  total  the  Onondaga  People's  money 
and  after  each  month,  the  Onondaga  Indian  Agent  (Louella  Derrick)  will  mail 
out  checks  to  all  enrolled  Onondagas  within  15  days  after  receiving  the 
money. 

Benefit  Programs: 

Death  Benefit  - to  be  given  to  each  family  to  help  with  expenses 
House  Fire  - to  benefit  family  at  this  time 

Handicapped  - to  renovate  homes  for  more  comfort  in  compliance  with  a 
submitted  proposal  (All  invoices  for  such  renovations  will  be  approved  by 
the  committee,  together  with  a timekeeper  on  each  project) 

Education  - grants  in  amounts  according  to  the  amount  available  (Hopefully 
the  amount  will  rise  to  the  point  of  being  able  to  support  paying  a share 
of  tuition  to  any  Onondaga  person  going  for  a higher  education  at  any 
school  of  their  choice) 

Sports  - to  help  defray  expenses  of  tournaments,  away  games,  and  equipment 
in  compliance  with  a submitted  proposal 

Senior  Citizens  - to  transport  to  various  places,  groceries,  doctors,  and 
prearranged  tours,  lunches,  or  other  activities  for  their  enjoyment 

Also  Included: 

Water  system  for  the  Nation,  housing,  funding  to  start  a daycare,  meals 
delivered  to  the  ill  and  shut-ins  as  needed.  Office  supplies  to  keep  the 
records,  salaries  for  the  work  done. 

Major  projects  for  the  benefit  of  all  Onondaga  People  can  be  requested  in 
writing  to  the  committee  which  will  review  it  with  the  persons  submitting 
it.  There  is  nothing  our  of  reach  of  our  People.  Forms  for  the  above 
benefits  will  be  available  to  every  Onondaga,  there  will  be  no 
discriminating  allowed.  Forms  will  be  used  only  as  a backup  for  the  book 
keeping  committee. 


Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 
Visit  our  new  site! 

http://www.cyberglobe.net/users/mnation 

"RE : Gover  Waits  for  Chief  Byrd  to  Comply"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Nov  1997  17:09:14  -0600 

From:  Summerfield/Marvin&Linda  <cwyob@mailhost.galstar.com> 

Sub j : PRESS  RELEASE 

Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

The  following  press  release  was  received  and  posted  courtesy  of  your 
only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper.  The  CHEROKEE  OBSERVER.  Check  out 
the  Cherokee  Observer  web  site  for  the  very  latest  in  the  on-going 
Cherokee  Constitutional  Crisis. 
http://www.cherokeeobserver.org 

[For  those  who  haven't  been  following  the  news... the  "agreement"  was 
signed  in  August ...  hope  Gover  won't  get  too  tired  waiting  for  Byrd  to 
comply  with  what  he  signed] 

GOVER  SAYS  HE  WILL  WAIT  FOR  CHIEF  TO  COMPLY 

PRESS  RELEASE 


NOVEMBER  19,  1997  - 2:00  pm  MST 
SANTA  FE,  NEW  MEXICO 

Cherokee  Tribal  Council  members  Paula  Holder  and  Barbara  Starr  Scott,  as 
well  as  Chief  Byrd  and  numerous  other  Cherokee  Tribal  officials,  are 
attending  the  54th  Annual  National  Congress  of  American  Indians  ("NCAI") 
Convention  being  held  this  week  in  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico.  The  Conference 
ends  on  Friday,  November  21.  Council  Members  Holder  and  Starr  Scott  had 
previously  requested  a meeting  this  week  in  Santa  Fe  with  Kevin  Gover,  the 
newly-confirmed  Assistant  Secretary  of  Interior  for  Indian  Affairs,  in 
order  to  discuss  the  rumored  eminent  return  of  the  law  enforcement  program 
to  the  Cherokee  Nation  by  the  BIA.  Under  orders  of  Ada  Deer,  Mr.  Gover' s 
predecessor,  the  BIA  on  April  18,  1997  took  over  the  law  enforcement 
program  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  and  disarmed  the  15-member  Cherokee  Nation 
Marshal  Service.  Since  that  time.  Chief  Byrd  has  assembled  a group  of 
former  security  guards  and  former  county  law  enforcement  personnel,  as 
well  as  five  of  the  original  Tribal  Marshal  Service  to  be  his  security 
force.  The  BIA  remains  the  only  police  officers  authorized  to  carry 
weapons  in  Indian  Country. 

Yesterday,  Mr.  Gover  agreed  to  the  personal  meeting  which  was  held  this 
morning  shortly  before  noon  and  which  lasted  about  30  minutes.  In 
attendance  were  Gover,  Tribal  Council  members  Holder,  Starr  Scott  and 
Harley  Terrell. 

The  topic  of  the  meeting  was  solely  the  Councilors'  concern  that  the  BIA 
was  about  to  return  the  law  enforcement  program  to  the  Cherokee  Nation 
before  compliance  with  the  Babbitt  Agreement  had  been  achieved.  The 
Councilors  explained  that  the  Cherokee  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  was  not 
fully  functioning  due  to  the  following: 

- Tribal  district  court  is  operating  in  the  Chief's  offices  and  refusing 
to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal 

- There  has  been  a failure  to  return  all  of  the  Court's  records  and  law 
library  to  the  Cherokee  Tribal  Courthouse  after  their  removal  on  June  20, 
1997. 

- The  Judicial  branches'  budget  is  being  drained  by  the  hiring  of  an 
additional  district  court  clerk  and  staff  as  well  as  the  purchase  of 
additional  office  equipment  for  the  district  court,  all  of  which 
previously  was  adequately  provided  by  the  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  clerks 
staff  and  equipment. 

In  the  meeting,  the  Tribal  Councilors  told  Gover  that,  while  some 
progress  had  been  made  toward  compliance  with  the  Babbitt  Agreement,  they 
believe  much  still  needed  to  be  done  before  the  Cherokee  Nation  would  be 
ready  to  receive  the  law  enforcement  program's  re-delegation.  In  addition 
to  the  on-going  division  in  the  Judicial  Branch,  they  explained  that  the 
Chief  has  still  not  restored  all  of  the  Marshals  to  jobs  as  police 
officers  as  he  had  agreed  to  do  with  Secretary  Babbitt  on  August  25,  1997. 

Gover  did  not  indicate  that  he  was  prepared  to  return  the  law 
enforcement  program  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  at  this  time  and  had  confirmed 
that  position  last  Friday  with  Ted  Casual  of  New  Mexico  who  is  the  head  of 
the  BIA  police  force.  Mr.  Gover  indicated  he  intended  to  meet  with  Chief 
Byrd  this  evening  and  state  the  same  position  to  him. 

Councilor  Starr  Scott  asked  Assistant  Secretary  Gover  to  host  a meeting 
in  Washington,  D.C.  with  Chief  Byrd  and  a representative  group  of  Tribal 
Councilors.  Mr.  Gover  indicated  he  would  be  pleased  to  have  such  a 
meeting  and  asked  the  Tribal  Council  members  to  write  his  office  to 
request  the  meeting  as  soon  as  they  were  prepared  for  it. 

Tom  LeClaire,  Head  of  the  Department  of  Justice's  Tribal  Justice  Section 
was  approached  after  the  Gover  meeting  and  has  also  agreed  to  attend  the 
upcoming  meeting  with  Assistant  Secretary  Gover  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Councilor  Starr  Scott  stated,  "I  appreciate  Assistant  Secretary  Gover 's 
availability  to  meet  with  us  today,  his  willingness  to  listen  objectively 
to  all  sides  of  the  issues  and  his  decision  to  continue  providing  law 
enforcement  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  until  the  Babbitt  Agreement  is  complied 
with  fully.  I am  confident  that  after  this  morning's  meeting  with  the 
Tribal  Councilors  and  this  evening's  meeting  with  Chief  Byrd,  Assistant 
Secretary  Gover  will  be  mindful  of  the  numerous  sensitive  issues  required 
to  be  accommodated  in  our  continued  progression  toward  a lawful  resolution 


of  this  conflict. 


"RE ; Wyoming  Bison  Under  the  Gun"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Nov  1997  10:02:43  -0500  (EST) 

From:  joedon@woptura.com  (3.D.K.  Chipps  ) 

Sub j : ACTION  ALERT 

<><><><><><><>NASC  NEWS< ><><>< ><><><> 

WYOMING  BISON  UNDER  THE  GUN: 

LETTERS  NEEDED  TO  OPPOSE  BISON  HUNTING  IN  WYOMING 

The  State  of  Wyoming  has  recently  amended  its  bison  hunting  regulations  to 
increase  bison  slaughter  opportunities  for  hunters  in  the  state.  Now,  in 
addition  to  the  controversial  hunting  of  Yellowstone  bison  on  the  Shoshone 
National  Forest,  the  new  regulations  permit  the  hunting  of  Grand  Teton 
National  Park  (GTNP)  bison  who  spend  their  winters  primarily  on  the  National 
Elk  Refuge  (NER)  near  lackson,  Wyoming.  The  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
(FWS),  which  manages  the  NER,  has  proposed  to  allow,  and  will  likely  permit, 
the  Wyoming  Game  and  Fish  Department  (WGFD)  to  conduct  bison  hunts  on  the 
Refuge.  Hunts  will  also  be  permitted  on  surrounding  public  lands,  including 
U.S.  Forest  Service  land,  and  private  lands. 

While  hunting  should  be  prohibited  on  any  wildlife  refuge,  in  this  case, 
the  bison  have  been  supplementally  fed  on  the  NER  at  taxpayer  expense  since 
the  mid  1970s.  In  addition,  these  animals  after  years  of  protection  on  the 
Park  and  Refuge  are  completely  acclimated  to  people  and  show  little  fear  of 
a camera-toting  tourist,  much  less  a rifle-toting  nimrod.  The  idea  of 
killing  bison  who  have  little  fear  of  humans  and  who  eat  breakfast  served  up 
by  the  federal  government  is  unsporting,  unethical,  illegal,  a waste  of 
taxpayer  dollars,  and  WRONG! 

The  proposed  hunt  is  part  of  a management  package  recently  approved  by  the 
FWS,  GTNP,  and  the  WGFD.  The  plan  calls  for  the  bison  herd  to  be  maintained 
at  an  arbitrary  size  between  350-400  animals  to  reduce  the  chance  of  bison 
transmitting  brucellosis  to  domestic  cattle.  Ten  to  30  bison  may  be 
slaughtered  as  early  as  December  unless  we  act  now. 

PLEASE  IMMEDIATELY  VOICE  YOUR  OUTRAGE  OVER  WYOMING'S  OPEN  SEASON  ON 
AMERICA'S  BISON  BY  WRITING  AND  CALLING  THE  INDIVIDUALS  LISTED  BELOW. 

Mr.  John  Baughman 

Wyoming  Game  & Fish  Department 

5400  Bishop  Blvd. 

Cheyenne,  WY  82006 
(307)  777-4501 

Mr.  Barry  Reiswig 
National  Elk  Refuge 
675  E.  Broadway/P. 0.  Box  C 
lackson,  WY  83001 
(307)  733-9212 

Ms.  lamie  Clark,  Director 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
1849  C Street,  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20240 
(202)  208-4717 

Mike  Dombeck,  Chief 
U.S.  Forest  Service 
P.O.  Box  96090 

Washington,  D.C.  20090-0690 
(202)  205-0957 

Tell  them  that: 

* All  bison  should  be  protected,  not  hunted. 


* There  is  no  scientific  justification  for  maintaining  the  bison  herd 
between  350-400  animals.  According  to  geneticists  this  population  size 
will  retain  not  retain  all  of  the  herd's  genetic  variability. 

* There  has  never  been  a confirmed  case  of  bison  transmitting  brucellosis 
to  cattle  under  natural  conditions. 

* Hunting  National  Park  bison  is  like  hunting  parked  cars.  It  is  unethical 
, unsporting,  unnecessary,  and  in  violation  of  Refuge  hunting  rules  which 
require  refuge  hunts  to  promote  hunting  values  and  hunter  ethics  such  as 
fair  chase  and  sportsmanship. 

* If  they  must  control  bison  population  size,  immunocontraception  is  a 
feasible  and  humane  alternative  to  hunting. 

* They  are  entrusted  with  protecting  our  bison.  We  expect  them  to  do  so. 
Thank  you  for  responding  to  this  alert  and  for  sharing  it  with  your  family, 
friends,  and  members.  For  more  information  please  contact: 

The  Fund  for  Animals 
Rocky  Mountain  Office 
lackson,  Wyoming 
(307)  859-8840  or 
<alococo@wyoming . com> . 

"RE : Buffalo  Nations  Update"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Nov  1997  09:31:35  -0500 

From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies.org> 

Sub j : buffalo  nations  update 

UUCP  email 

Greetings  from  West  Yellowstone, 

For  the  last  two  weeks  Buffalo  Nations  volunteers  have  patrolled  the 
Park  boundaries  for  buffalo.  We  have  10  very  enthusiastic  and  energetic 
activists  from  around  the  U.S.  who  are  out  with  the  buffalo  everyday  from 
sunrise  to  sunset.  So  far.  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  has  made  only 
one  appearance.  Before  they  stepped  out  of  their  trucks,  two  Buffalo 
Nations  shepherds  were  asking  them  who  they  where  and  what  they  were  doing 
there.  Needless  to  say,  very  little  was  debated  and  after  some  quick 
photos  of  our  buffalo  shepherds  the  DOL  were  back  in  their  trucks  and  off. 

Local  support  is  tremendous.  We  have  a weekly  column  in  the  local 
newspaper  "The  Yellowstone  News."  We  get  encouraging  phone  calls  everyday 
from  locals  that  want  to  help  in  anyway  they  can.  Our  newest  project  is  to 
place  "Bison  Safe  Zone"  signs  in  locals  yards  to  let  the  DOL  know  they  are 
not  allowed  on  their  land  to  kill  buffalo.  It  also  gives  us  areas  toward 
which  we  can  shepherd  bison  to  safety. 

About  eight  big  bull  buffalo  travel  in  and  out  of  the  Park  daily.  The 
snow  is  here  and  with  it  come  more  buffalo.  The  DOL  could  be  here  to  kill 
buffalo  any  day  and  we  will  be  here  waiting.  10  is  a great  number  but  50  is 
so  much  better!  The  more  people  we  have  here  the  safer  the  buffalo  will 
be.  Make  your  plans  to  come  out  and  help  save  the  last  wild  buffalo  this 
winter.  We  have  plenty  of  room  and  food  and  all  that  get  the  calling  are 
welcome. 

The  other  thing  we're  lacking  is  money.  We  are  all  non-paid  volunteers 
and  every  penny  goes  directly  to  saving  buffalo.  If  you  are  not  convinced 
yet,  we  are  also  a 501-C3  tax-exempt  organization  so  your  donation  is  a 
tax  write-off. 

If  you  or  your  group  want  to  give  out  fliers  or  show  a video  about  this 
issue,  please  send  us  your  mailing  address  and  we'll  get  more  information 
out  to  you. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies.org 


RE:  Mascot  Names 


Date:  Sun,  23  Nov  1997  17:17:39  -0800 
From:  Dames  BlueWolf  <wolfbros@zapcom.net> 

Sub j : mascot  names(newspapen  letter) 

UUCP  email 

I am  not  a spokesman  for  anyone  but  my  Warrior  Society. 

At  issue  is  racial  stereotyping.  There  are  no  Cloverdale  Afros,  no 
Middletown  Orientals.  Indian  is  an  accepted  misnomer.  There  are  Pomos, 
Crows,  and  Apaches-  as  diverse  as  English,  Germans  and  Italians.  Indians 
live  in  India! 

Most  mascot  names  represent  the  animal  kingdom-  as  'savage  warriors'  we 
were  considered  part  of  that,  somewhat  below  human.  There  are  also  Pirates, 
and  Cowboys,  and  Patriots-  all  names  evoking  a Hollywood  image.  How  much 
do  people  know  of  Native  Americans  that  wasn't  learned  through  Hollywood 
eyes?  In  70's  confrontations,  law  enforcement  prepared  to  battle  with  its 
arch-enemies.  Heavily  armed,  with  guns  slung  low,  they  were  all  Dohn  Wayne 
in  their  minds.  They  took  their  direction  from  Hollywood  and  acted  out 
childhood  fantasies  playing  cowboys  and  indians.  When  we  dared  resist, 
unarmed  crippled  Elders  and  Grandmas  were  charged  with  assaulting  6' 2 inch, 
2201b  Federal  Officers! 

To  recover  from  the  debilitating  cycle  of  dependencies,  our  youth  need 
strong  individual  and  tribal  identities.  We  have  not  been  assimilated-  the 
mistake  was  leaving  us  together-  we  are  still  tribally  oriented! 

In  a Showlow  laundromat,  1970,  I sat  with  a Deneh  friend  talking  to  a 
Traditional  Grandma  and  her  8 year  grandson.  A hippie  couple  entered 
wearing  beads,  feathers  and  leathers.  The  boy  stared  for  a moment,  then 
said  in  Apache,  "look  Grandma,  real  Indians!"  In  shock,  we  left. 

Hollywood  counted  coup  on  us! 

Isn't  it  ironic  that  a town,  (Kelseyville) , named  after  a man  who 
brutalized  local  Original  Peoples,  should  choose  as  the  symbol  of  their 
educational  mascot-  (Indians) -the  stereotypical  name  of  the  People  who 
murdered  him!  It  is  embarrassing,  even  for  a non-local  Native  American,  to 
sit  in  the  stands  at  a game,  hear  the  woowoo's,  watch  the  pretty  blond 
girl  in  the  plains  indian  dress  parade  up  and  down  while  the  culture  of 
today's  Porno's,  (totally  different  from  plains  culture)  is  ignored  or 
relegated  to  historical  examination. 

How  short  the  European  American  memory  is  when  it  comes  to  convenience 
in  the  present,  or,  as  in  respect  for  our  solemn  Treaty  agreements,  how 
insignificant  Honor  becomes-  when  compared  to  dollars! 

"RE : Huron  Valley  Board  of  Education"  

Date:  Fri,  21  Nov  1997  11:51:55  EST 
From:  davids_c@ucen .flint .umich.edu 
Sub j : Dill  Cadreau 

Forwarded  Message  Follows  

From:  Self  <UCEN/DAVIDS_C> 

I am  writing  to  tell  all  of  the  people  who  e-mailed  messages  of  support 
for  Dill  Cadreau  - of  the  events  of  last  night's  meeting  at  the  Huron 
Valley  Board  of  Education.  And  - to  personally  thank  you  for  all  of 
your  good  words.  Your  messages  were  inspirational,  emotional,  thought- 
provoking,  and  sometimes  heartbreaking.  We  put  all  of  the  e-mail  messages 
in  alphabetical  order,  made  ten  copies  of  this  document,  three-hole 
punched  them,  put  them  in  colorful  binders,  put  the  "My  Skin  Is  Not  Red" 
cartoon  on  the  front,  added  a few  more  documents,  and  Dill  presented  a 
package  of  info  to  each  member  of  the  Huron  Valley  Board  of  Education. 

We  are  so  proud  of  this  young  warrior  and  of  her  sister  Dudy  who  is 
fighting  her  own  war  against  a serious  illness.  The  courage  of  these  two 
young  women  is  quite  remarkable.  So  - without  further  delay  - here  is 
your  report. 

Last  night  (Thursday)  in  Milford,  Michigan,  eighteen  year  old  Ojibway, 
Dill  Cadreau,  saw  the  true  process  of  the  United  States  Constitutional 
democratic  process  in  full  action  - at  its  ugliest. 


Since  August  (1997)  Dill  has  been  working  with  Dr.  Beverly  Smith 
(University  of  Michigan-Flint)  and  others  to  educate  the  Huron  Valley 
Board  of  Education  and  the  Milford  High  School  faculty,  staff,  and 
student  body  as  to  why  the  use  of  Native  American  Indian  names  and  images 
is  a racist  tradition.  The  issue  gathered  momentum  once  the  1997-1998 
school  year  began,  and  soon  Dill  and  her  supporters  found  themselves 
dealing  with  people  who  refused  to  be  educated  and  enlightened. 

In  1947  Milford  High  School  changed  its  mascot  designation  from  the 
Trojans  to  the  Redskins.  In  1947  a parent  group  at  Milford  High  School 
became  concerned  that  their  children  were  being  designated  by  a birth 
control  contraceptive.  They  chose  the  word  Redskins  because  they  wanted 
something  that  portrayed  the  noble,  brave,  warrior-like  people.  In  her 
presentation  to  the  Huron  Valley  Board  of  Education,  Dr.  Beverly  Smith 
pointed  out  to  the  board  and  the  audience  that  if  the  school  could  change 
the  mascot  and  name  based  on  a moral  matter  fifty  years  ago  that  they 
certainly  could  do  so  again.  Precise  logic  and  intellect  that  went  right 
over  their  heads. 

As  in  all  these  cases,  it  was,  and  has  been,  a group  of  Anglo-European 
people  who  have  chosen  to  misrepresent  themselves  as  Native  American 
Indians  and  to  bastardize  the  traditions  of  the  American  Indian  peoples. 
In  the  case  of  the  Redskins  - these  people  are  proudly  identifying 
themselves  with  a gross  and  shameful  part  of  their  own  history. 

Dill  and  other  Native  American  Indian  students  at  Milford  High  School 
have  had  to  endure  ethnic  intimidation,  verbal,  and  physical  abuse 
because  of  their  ethnic  background.  This  is  not  surprising  considering 
that  Milford  is  located  in  a geographic  area  of  Michigan  which  has  long 
been  identified  as  a stronghold  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 

The  evening  began  at  Dr.  Smith's  home  in  Milford,  Michigan,  Dill  and 
her  supporters  gathered  for  a buffet-styled  dinner.  New  friendships  were 
born.  It  was  a good  way  to  start  the  evening.  The  group  of 
approximately  forty  people  caravaned  to  Milford  High  School  where  they 
met  up  with  other  supporters. 

Milford  High  School  is  an  architectural  delight.  Windows  everywhere 
create  the  feeling  of  an  uninterrupted  meeting  of  the  outdoors  and 
indoors.  The  hallways  are  wide  - sometimes  almost  seeming  like  rooms 
themselves.  The  school  store  "The  Wampum  Exchange"  sells  a variety  of 
"Redskins"  items.  The  student  newspaper,  "The  Smoke  Signal"  is  also  sold 
in  the  store.  The  trophy  case  displays  years  of  athletic  accomplishments. 
Milford  is  a wealthy  community  seeped  in  the  tradition  of  being 
privileged  because  of  their  skin  color.  The  message  is  all  too  clear: 
"white  is  right",  and  the  unsung  message  is  "if  you  ain't  white  - you 
ain't  right." 

Dill  has  stood  up  many  times  at  school  functions.  She  has  met  with  her 
principal,  Bruce  Gilbert,  and  others  on  a one-to-one  basis.  Her  whole 
process  has  been  devoted  to  educating  and  never  has  she  or  anyone  else 
been  confrontational.  The  dignity  of  this  young  woman  is  not  unusual 
among  Native  American  Indian  youth,  but  the  adults  from  the  school  and 
school  board  constantly  remarked  on  this  aspect  of  Dill's  personality. 
Probably  because  they  seldom  experience  this  respect  and  courage  among 
their  own  youth. 

When  the  Native  American  Indian  people  arrived  at  the  school  they  were 
greeted  by  a practice-session  from  the  cheerleaders  (wearing  casual 
clothing  - not  their  uniforms)  doing  a clever  little  cheer  and  as  we 
walked  by  them,  their  voices  rose  with  the  chant  "go  skins."  They  were 
so  cute  it  was  hard  to  resist  the  urge  to  go  and  pinch  their  little  perky 
peppy  rosy  cheeks. 

The  meeting  began  at  7:30  p.m.  I will  go  straight  to  the  details  of 
this  issue  and  will  not  bore  you  with  the  details  of  the  rest  of  the 
meeting  except  to  say  that  this  school  district  has  lots  of  money  because 
three  budget  items  were  discussed  and  we  were  impressed  with  the 
financial  well-being  of  this  district. 

Dill  stood  at  the  microphone  and  gave  an  eloquent  speech  which  included 
quotes  from  several  of  your  e-mail  messages.  She  never  faltered.  Her 
voice  was  calm  and  steady.  Her  presentation  was  filled  with  historical 
fact  and  logic. 


Then  the  principal  and  the  retired  director  of  the  Native  American 
Indian  Education  program  spoke.  I taped  these  speeches  and  am  going  to 
transcribe  them  over  the  weekend  and  upcoming  holiday.  Suffice  to  say 
that  the  retired  director  (an  Anglo-European)  gave  a very  paternalistic 
overview  and  suggested  changing  the  name  to  Warrior.  The  principal 
talked  about  how  this  process  has  educated  the  students  and  renewed  their 
pride  in  their  school.  He  recommended  keeping  the  name  so  as  not  to 
upset  the  traditions. 

The  public  forum  began.  Thirty  people  had  signed  the  proper  "white 
form"  to  speak.  Someone  on  the  Board  actually  said,  "if  you  want  to  speak 
you  have  to  fill  out  this  "white  form",  and  someone  in  the  back  said 
"isn't  that  always  the  way  though."  This  made  us  laugh  as  did  many 
things . 

It  was  a "them  against  us"  process.  The  moderator  would  call  our  names 
and  we  would  go  to  the  microphone  and  speak.  Each  person  was  allowed 
three  minutes.  The  Native  American  Indian  people  spoke  about  the  history 
of  the  name  Redskin,  the  horrible  consequences  of  the  European  invasion, 
the  continuation  of  racist  policy  today,  and  the  comparison  of  the  gross 
cartoonish  caricatures  of  Dews  (by  the  Nazi's)  and  of  blacks  (minstrelsy 
performances) . A few  Native  American  Indian  graduates  of  Milford  spoke 
about  the  humiliation  of  having  to  attend  a school  seeped  in  racist 
tradition  and  several  white  people  spoke  about  their  embarrassment  at 
having  to  send  their  children  to  such  a racist  school.  Dill  has 

been  successful  in  educating  people  because  several  people  throughout  the 
past  three  months  have  changed  their  minds  about  this  matter  and  they  had 
the  courage  to  stand  up  last  night  and  speak  from  their  hearts.  Although 
the  Native  American  Indians  had  the  support  of  white  people  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  pro-Redskin  people  had  no  Native  American 
Indian  support.  There  were  no  black  people,  latino  people  or  asian 
people  at  this  meeting. 

The  public  forum  lasted  approximately  two  hours.  The  pro-Redskin  people 
(all  white)  did  not  listen  for  one  moment  to  the  words  of  the  Indian 
people.  One  student  called  us  "redskins"  three  times  in  his  little 
presentation.  One  student  walked  to  the  microphone  putting  on  her 
varsity  jacket  (all  are  decorated  with  the  word  redskins)  to  make  her 
point.  One  student  said  that  if  "you  people  are  allowed  to  get  away  with 
this  I will  be  a redskin  without  a name."  Many  students  identified 
themselves  as  "proud  redskins"  honoring  the  spirit  of  the  American 
Indians.  Several  of  the  adults  who  spoke  talked  having  to  "cave  in  to 
political  correctness."  Two  students  were  concerned  that  if  the  name 
would  be  changed  that  it  would  be  a few  years  and  someone  else  would  want 
it  changed  - "how  often  do  we  have  to  do  this  to  satisfy  some  overly 
sensitive  minority."  Several  objected  to  being  called  racists,  bigots, 
and  Nazis  - which  not  one  American  Indian  ever  said.  One  parent  came 
dressed  in  all  of  his  Washington  Redskin  clothing  and  discussed  the 
"dismantling  of  our  traditions  by  a small  minority."  One  parent  got  up 
and  gave  an  emotionally  wrenching  talk  about  his  "deep  love  and  regard 
for  Native  American  Indian  people  and  the  necessity  of  keeping  their 
names  and  traditions  alive  in  our  eyes."  Many  addressed  the  importance 
of  maintaining  majority  rule  regardless  of  the  minority  wishes,  needs, 
and  concerns.  Several  even  apologized  for  the  shameful  actions  of  their 
ancestors  and  one  girl  had  tears  in  her  voice  as  she  apologized  but  she 
quickly  recovered  to  say  "I  am  sick  and  tired  of  having  to  pay  for  what 
my  ancestors  did."  One  student  said  that  it  would  help  if  all  of  the 
students  were  required  to  read  "Bury  My  Heart  At  Wounded  Knee"  because 
that  is  the  best  education  about  Indian  issues.  Another  student 
suggested  putting  up  a display  about  Indians  and  another  suggested  the 
creation  of  an  multicultural  curriculum.  One  parent  spoke  about  the 
erasure  of  ethnic  backgrounds  - "we  are  all  native  americans"  - you  are 
americans,  we  are  all  americans  - can't  we  just  get  along."  This  went 
along  with  a general  feeling  that  we  need  to  "be  beyond  identifying 
ourselves  as  anything  but  Americans."  Some  of  the  speakers  said  "I'll 
bet  if  I go  back  far  enough  I could  find  some  Indian  blood  in  my  family." 
Some  of  the  students  were  so  ill-prepared  to  rationally  and  logically 
defend  their  use  of  the  word  "redskin"  that  it  was  painful  to  listen  to 


them.  One  student  wanted  to  know  where  we  were  fifty  years  ago  when  the 
name  "redskin"  was  chosen.  One  wanted  to  know  why  we  were  making  a "big 
deal  out  of  something"  that  happened  fifty  years  ago.  One  student  even 
questioned  where  we  were  two  weeks  ago  when  the  Board  met. 

There  were  moments  when  we  felt  terribly  sorry  for  them  - to  live  in 
their  safe  and  white  world  where  they  wrap  themselves  in  the  privilege  of 
whiteness  for  comfort  against  the  realities  that  face  Native  American 
Indian  people  on  a daily  basis.  Their  ignorance  was  relentless.  Their 
sad  lack  of  historical  knowledge  was  pathetic.  Some  of  them  were  angry 
and  hostile  and  quite  a few  were  contentious.  Some  quoted  dictionary 
definitions  of  "redskin"  as  being  an  identifying  word  for  American 
Indians,  but  they  failed  to  say  that  the  dictionaries  all  state: 
derogatory  word  used  to  describe  American  Indians. 

Around  ten  the  Board  called  for  a vote  on  the  issue.  This  was 
surprising  because  we  had  been  told  that  they  would  consider  the  matter 
in  closed-door  sessions  and  would  make  a determination  in  a week  or  so. 

This  is  when  the  democratic  process  became  the  typical  joke  that  it  is 

for  Native  American  Indian  peoples.  One  of  the  board  members,  a 
lawyer,  read  a thoroughly  prepared  statement  to  keep  the  name  "redskin." 

His  statement  was  full  of  the  usual  nonsense  about  "pride,  honor, 
tradition,  and  respect."  No  where  in  his  statement  did  he  discuss  the 
concerns  of  the  Native  American  Indian  people  or  the  abject  racism  that 
exists  in  the  uses  of  these  names  and  images.  As  soon  as  he  read  his 

statement  the  board  voted  unanimously  to  support  it. 

It  was  obvious  that  the  Huron  Valley  Board  of  Education  had  been  meeting 
about  this  matter  and  had  the  entire  evening  planned  to  create  a 
semblance  of  the  democratic  process.  We  now  know  why  so  many  of  the 
Board  members  sat  at  the  table  with  heartfelt  disinterest  and  disregard 
for  the  people  who  spoke  about  this  issue.  They  were  bored  at  having  to 
listen  to  us.  They  missed  their  Thursday  evening  presentation  of 
Seinfeld . 

The  evening  was  a sham.  We  could  have  brought  in  two  million  American 
Indians  to  speak  and  the  outcome  would  have  been  the  same.  We  could  have 
brought  in  the  most  renowned  American  Indian  leaders  (eg:  Vernon 
Bellecourt,  Wilma  Mankiller)  and  the  outcome  would  have  been  the  same. 

We  could  have  brought  in  Bernard  Boucher,  the  Chief  of  the  Sault  Ste. 

Marie  Chippewa  Tribe  and  the  outcome  would  have  been  the  same.  We  could 
have  brought  in  Amnesty  International  and  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  and  the  result  would  have  been  the  same.  We  could  have  brought  in 
the  Michigan  Civil  Rights  Commission  and  the  results  would  have  been  the 
same.  We  could  have  brought  in  the  Reverend  Hesse  Hackson,  Senator  Ben 
Nighthorse  Campbell  and  Billy  Graham  and  the  results  would  have  been  the 
same. 

The  Huron  Valley  Board  of  Education,  the  principal  of  Milford  High  School, 
and  many  of  the  students  and  parents  who  spoke  were  in  collusion.  The 
package  of  materials  presented  to  each  board  member  were  nowhere  to  be 
seen.  There  was  never  any  intent  on  their  part  to  read  the  materials  for 
consideration.  There  was  never  any  intent  to  show  a good  heart  or  to 
allow  themselves  to  change  their  minds  or  to  become  educated  about  this 
issue.  Their  ignorance  and  insensitivity  is  their  proud  tradition  and 
has  created  a bastion  of  racism  in  Milford,  Michigan.  That  is  the 
tradition  that  was  upheld  last  night  in  a small  town  in  southeastern 
Michigan.  Their  ears  and  hearts  are  closed  to  others  who  are  not  like 
them. 

Hill,  Dr.  Smith,  and  their  supporters  took  the  outcome  in  stunned 
silence  - for  a few  moments.  Then  we  got  up  and  began  to  greet  each 
other  with  hugs  and  words  of  "Plan  B."  We  left  the  building  disappointed 
but  in  good  cheer  because  we  began  to  repeat  some  of  the  funnier 
statements  and  several  of  us  tried  to  put  "I'll  be  a redskin  student 
without  a name"  to  the  1960's  hit  "I've  been  to  the  desert  on  a horse 
with  no  name." 

This  is,  however,  not  a funny  or  amusing  matter.  We  are  always  being 
told  that  we  should  find  a more  serious  matter  to  address.  We  believe 
that  racism  is  a serious  matter  and  as  long  as  our  educational 
institutions  refuse  to  rid  themselves  of  their  idiotic,  childish,  and 


racist  names  and  mascots  - then  we  will  continue  this  matter. 

We  are  going  to  spend  the  next  two  weeks  resting  and  relaxing.  We  are 
going  to  regroup  and  move  to  Plan  B.  We  will  be  in  touch. 

Catherine  R.  Davids 
Interim  Program  Coordinator 

Office  of  Educational  Opportunity  Initiatives 
University  of  Michigan-Flint 
Flint,  Michigan  48502-2186 
(810)  762-3328 
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<<We  believe  that  racism  is  a serious  matter  and  as  long  as  our 
>educational  institutions  refuse  to  rid  themselves  of  their  idiotic, 
>childish,  and  racist  names  and  mascots  - then  we  will  continue  this 
>matter . 

> 

The  man  in  the  Washington  Redskin  outfit  said  "our  traditions  are  being 
torn  apart  by  a minority?"  Well,  our  traditions  are  being  caricatured  and 
distorted  by  the  majority,  beginning  with  this  man.  Maybe  a rally  to 
enlighten  the  white  kids  how  insulting  this  is...  propose  changing  the 
mascot  to  "white-bread  pilgrims,"  and  let  us  honor  them.  Everyone  can  walk 
around  with  a slice  of  bread  on  their  jacket,  and  claim  to  be  a "white- 
skin,"  they  can  call  the  shop  "The  Tacky  Tourist  Trap,"  they  can  honor 
their  own  ancestors  from  Europe  by  calling  themselves  what  we  called  them, 
"wasichu."  WA-SI-CFIU!  Nice  rally  cry  at  the  football  game?  We  can  ask 
students  to  wear  white  sheets  with  eyeholes  at  school  functions.  We  can 
honor  their  leaders,  Flitler,  Andrew  Dackson,  General  Custer.  Does  this 
give  them  pride  in  their  "whiteness?"  Let's  then  ask  if  they  think  we  are 
honoring  their  culture  by  keeping  it  in  the  public  eye. 

Leave  our  culture  to  us!  By  holding  on  to  the  ignorance  that  "redskin" 
actually  honors  us,  it  is  like  saying  white  people  would  take  pride  in  my 
new  mascot.  We  don't  need  to  perpetuate  stereotypes.  If  pride  is  taken  in 
the  "redskin"  mascot  by  many  students,  so  many  that  they  don't  want  to 
change  it,  it  is  only  right  that  they  allow  native  students  to  re- 
structure the  "Indian"  theme  to  correctly  reflect  native  culture.  How 
about  a new  broken  treaty  to  start  every  school  day?  How  about  dedicating 
the  school  library  to  preserving  native  culture?  How  about  dedicating  a 
page  in  the  school  paper  to  actual  native  issues  regarding  sovereignty, 
natural  resources,  and  wildlife?  Is  this  not  logical? 

But,  the  people  were  are  fighting  are  not  basing  their  arguments  on 
logic.  The  facade  of  "honoring  native  americans"  and  "keeping  their  image 
alive"  is  really  saying  "disrespecting  and  disgracing  your  people"  and 
"keeping  our  perpetuated  image  of  you  alive." 

If  you  want  to  honor  native  americans,  try  getting  your  country  to 
acknowledge  the  hundreds  of  treaties  signed  and  broken  by  your  leaders.  To 
the  little  girl  who  is  tired  of  "paying  for  the  crimes  of  my  ancestors," 
too  bad.  It  is  exactly  issues  like  mascots  that  are  happening  to  YOU,  not 
your  ancestors,  and  if  you  want  redemption,  changing  the  mascot  would  be  a 
nice  gesture. 

Good  with  "Plan  B,"  whatever  that  is.  Viva  3ill  Cadreau! 

Damian  Willson 

"RE;  Break  the  Blockade  of  Silence"  
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From:  ncdm  <moonlight@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : Zapatistas- "BREAK  THE  BLOCKADE  OF  SILENCE  CAMPAIGN" 
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"BREAK  THE  BLOCKADE  OF  SILENCE  CAMPAIGN" 

Nov.  20,1997-  January  1st  1998 
POLITICAL  RATIONALE: 

CONTEXT 

Having  refused  to  sign  the  first  set  of  agreements  which  resulted  from 
the  San  Andres  dialogue,  and  unable  to  manipulate  the  Zapatistas  into 
accepting  terms  which  do  little  to  change  the  conditions  that  caused  the 
war  in  the  first  place,  the  Mexican  federal  government  has  been 
implementing  a dirty  war  while  calling  it  a process  of  "pacification". 

The  dirty  war  being  waged  upon  the  Zapatistas  includes  an  information 
blockade,  a military  blockade,  and  a misinformation  campaign  designed  to 
portray  the  reason  for  the  conflict  as  internal  divisions,  or  religious 
differences.  The  purpose  of  this  dirty  war  is  to  terrorize,  divide, 
confuse,  and  exhaust  the  social  bases  of  the  EZLN  in  an  effort  to  force 
them  to  the  negotiating  table  on  the  government's  terms.  This  dirty  war 
has  extended  itself  to  all  places  where  indigenous  people  may  reside  and 
victimizes  anyone  and  everyone  who  expresses  popular  dissent. 

It  includes: 

- Ambushes,  assassinations,  kidnappings,  disappearances,  rapes, 
intimidation,  harassment,  persecution  and  threats  used  against  Zapatista 
sympathizers  and  supporters. 

- Evictions,  thefts,  vandalism  and  destruction  of  homes,  fields,  and  work 
implements . 

These  anti-Zapatista  forces  are  both  armed  and  unarmed,  in  the  form  of 
paramilitary  forces  and  sectors  of  civil  society  being  bribed,  infiltrated 
and  manipulated  by  government  forces. 

B.  The  goal  of  the  Zapatistas  is  not  a cosmetic  change  in  their  conditions 
nor  the  achievement  of  their  own  personal  betterment.  The  goal  of  the 
Zapatistas  is  a new  Mexico,  inclusive  of  all  peoples,  specifically  the 
indigenous,  free  from  foreign  intervention,  ruled  by  its  people.  Given  the 
history  of  Latin  American  revolutionary  struggle,  this  goal  cannot  be 
constructed  through  armed  struggle  alone.  A long,  inclusive,  and  diverse 
political  struggle  is  necessary  to  give  space  to  large  sectors  of  Mexican 
society  in  order  that  it  build  the  political  will  to  transform  Mexico.  For 
this  reason  the  Zapatistas  have: 

- Negotiated  a consensus  and  genuine  new  Constitutional  relationship  with 
the  federal  government  about  Indigenous  Rights  and  Culture  through  the  San 
Andres  dialogue.  The  government  has  refused  to  fulfill  this  first  agreement 

- Repeatedly  summoned  and  organized  national  and  international  peaceful 
activities  designed  to  discover  and  build  bridges  to  peoples  of  other 
nations  and  sectors  affected  by  the  same  consequences  of  globalization;  the 
negation,  displacement  and  destruction  of  communities,  cultures,  and  human 
relationships . 

- Constructed  an  open,  viable,  and  peaceful  form  of  self-governance  and 
self-development  through  the  establishment  of  five  "Aguascalientes" , where 
the  construction  of  new  human  and  political  relationships  can  occur  in 
partnership  with  the  communities,  with  other  sectors  of  Mexico,  with  other 
sectors  of  the  international  community. 

In  order  to  achieve  this  goal,  the  Zapatistas  have  repeatedly  exposed 
their  leadership  and  their  communities  to  espionage  and  infiltration  by 
the  forces  against  them.  Their  most  recent  activities-  the  attendance  of 
delegates  to  an  international  encounter  in  Spain,  the  presence  of  1,111 
delegates  in  Mexico  City  and  another  two  in  Italy,  the  mobilization  of 
nearly  3,000  Zapatistas  to  defend  and  protect  displaced  communities  near 
the  Guatemalan  border-  have  proved  time  and  again  that  no  military 
blockade  can  contain  their  peaceful  efforts  which  grow  ever  stronger  and 
far  reaching. 

The  Mexican  government,  weakened  by  its  own  internal  divisions, 
strangled  by  the  demands  of  its  foreign  entanglements  and  pacts  with 
demagogic  and  brutal  landowners,  is  unable  to  offer  any  genuine  remedy  for 
the  causes  of  the  conflict.  It  prepares  as  the  only  alternative  left,  a 
military  action  which  will  justify,  first,  the  annihilation  of  the 


military  leadership  of  the  EZLN  because  of  their  "intransigence"  and 
"manipulation"  of  the  communities,  and,  second,  the  dismemberment  of  the 
communities  themselves  in  order  to  erase  the  possibility  of  continued 
rebellion . 

The  Zapatista  Support  Movement  in  the  United  States 

For  the  people  of  the  United  States  the  Zapatistas  offer: 

-a  voice  for  the  many  who  are  faceless  and  in  danger  of  being 
erased/annihilated  themselves. 

-the  expression  of  a need  for  a "new"  politics,  a practice  of  accountability 
to  a community  with  a set  of  unifying  principles,  norms  and  methods. 

-the  possibility  of  a new  relationship  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States 
which  is  not  based  on  exploitation. 

For  the  past  three  years  the  support  movement  has  responded  on  a spontaneous 
basis  in  an  expression  principally  of  "solidarity".  Because  of  the 
conditions  created  by  the  dirty  war  it  is  time  to  begin  a new  approach  which 
will  break  the  information  and  the  military  blockade  in  order  to  contribute 
to  the  creation  of  a space  for  a political  solution  and  allow  the  Zapatistas 
to  travel  freely  and  as  necessary  to  all  parts  of  Mexico  and  the  world. 

The  proposal  is  to  launch  a "Break  the  Blockade  of  Silence  Campaign"  on 
Thursday,  November  20th.  We  ask  for  your  commitment  to  the  following  4 major 
components  of  this  campaign: 

1.  A National  Plebiscite  or  Ballot  on  the  Right  to  live  in  Peace.  We  want 
our  will  for  peace  to  be  expressed  as  clearly  as  the  Zapatistas  have 
expressed  it,  and  are  seeking  to  enlist  the  help  of  1,111  volunteers  each  of 
whom  will  commit  him/herself  to  secure  100  ballots  from  their  local 
communities.  The  Ballot  is  included  below  and  the  campaign  begins  on 
November  20th.  On  December  10th,  the  anniversary  of  the  U.N.  Declaration  on 
Human  Rights  we  will  announce  the  procurement  of  the  1,111  volunteers  and 
their  progress.  On  January  1st  there  will  be  a tally  of  all  ballots  and  a 
decision  on  whether  the  balloting  will  be  continued. 

2.  A Sojourn  of  Resistance  will  begin  on  December  10th.  Those  of  you  who 
are  able  are  asked  to  set  up  mobile  "Centers  of  Resistance"  which  will  reach 
out  to  the  general  public  in  the  neighborhoods,  schools,  places  of  worship, 
et  cetera  which  are  accessible  to  you.  These  "Centers  of  Resistance"  will  be 
providing  what  has  been  denied  to  all  of  us  by  the  mass  media;  information. 

The  Sojourn  will  continue  until  January  1st. 

3.  We  call  upon  all  who  can  to  organize  and  sponsor  a fundraising  event  in 
support  of  the  communities  in  resistance  during  the  critical  holiday  period 
when  the  conditions  are  the  harshest. 

4.  We  call  upon  all  who  are  able  to  participate  in  a Festival  of  Resistance 
to  take  place  in  Los  Angeles,  California.  The  dates  are  tentatively 
scheduled  from  December  31st  through  January  1st.  The  festival  will  be 
anchored  around  denouncing  the  extensive  list  of  human  rights  violations  in 
Mexico  and  will  include  art,  music,  and  any  other  expressions  of  cultural 
resistance.  The  festival  agenda  will  be  released  as  information  becomes 
available. 

Please  inform  us  of  your  interest  and  your  ability  to  participate  in  the 
four  activities  or  your  ideas  for  mixing  and  matching  other  ideas.  We 
believe  that  our  best  response  to  the  crisis  which  exists  in  Mexico  is  to 
organize  and  mobilize  and  hold  governments  accountable  to  the  popular  will 
they  are  said  to  represent.  Exercise  your  popular  will  through  action. 

The  "Break  the  Blockade  of  Silence"  Campaign  is  only  the  first  step  in 
building  momentum 

Information  on  the  human  rights  issue  will  be  made  available  to  you  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  well  as  updated  information  on  all  activities  and 
events  across  the  country  as  they  develop. 

Thank  you  for  your  kind  attention. 


WANTED  1,111  VOLUNTEERS  TO  SUPPORT  THE  ZAPATISTAS 

SIGN  UP  NOW  TO  HELP  BREAK  THE  BLOCKADE  OF  SILENCE 

COLLECT  100  POPULAR  BALLOTS  FOR  THE  RIGHT  TO  LIVE  IN  PEACE 

The  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  is  launching  a Popular 
Ballot  for  the  Right  to  Live  in  Peace  and  we  are  seeking  1,111  volunteers 
willing  to  collect  100  ballots  each  by  January  1,  1998.  The  ballot  is  6 
public  opinion  questions  regarding  conditions  in  Mexico  and  US-Mexico 


relations,  and  is  intended  to  serve  as  an  expression  of  our  will  for  peace 
in  Chiapas  and  Mexico. 

The  search  for  volunteers  and  the  collection  of  ballots  begins  Thursday, 
November  20th,  Mexican  Revolution  Day.  A public  announcement  of  the 
volunteers  and  their  progress  will  be  made  on  December  10th,  the  anniversary 
of  the  U.  N.  Declaration  on  Human  Rights,  and  on  January  1st  the  tally  of 
the  ballots  will  be  announced  as  well  as  a decision  on  whether  the  balloting 
will  be  continued. 

Serving  as  one  of  the  1,111  volunteers  is  a statement  of  support  for  the 
struggle  for  peace,  democracy,  liberty  and  justice  of  the  1,111  Zapatista 
communities  in  Chiapas. 

To  register  as  a volunteer,  please  send  your  name  and  a means  of 
communicating  with  you  by  phone,  fax,  electronic  or  postal  mail  to: 

NCDM 

2001  Montana,  Suite  B 
El  Paso,  Texas  79902 
phone/fax:  915-532-8382 
email:  moonlight@igc.apc.org. 

You  can  also  register  as  a volunteer  or  submit  a ballot  through  our  web  page 
(http://www.igc.apc.org/ncdm).  As  a registered  volunteer,  you  also  will 
receive  a pin  identifying  you  as  one  of  the  1,111  volunteers. 

Please  join  us  in  breaking  the  information  and  military  blockade  being 
imposed  on  the  Zapatistas.  Register  today! 


POPULAR  BALLOT  ON  THE  RIGHT  TO  LIVE  IN  PEACE 

Mexico  is  the  second  largest  trading  partner  of  the  United  States,  a vital 
pillar  of  the  North  American  economy.  Its  recent  instability  is  a source  of 
great  alarm  given  the  recent  attempts  on  a mediator  in  an  important  peace 
process.  Catholic  Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz.  Days  later  Bishop  Ruiz's  sister  was 
also  attacked  and  almost  killed.  These  attacks  demonstrate  that  the 
militarization  of  Mexico  has  enabled  an  escalating  level  of  continuous 
violations  of  human  rights.  Bishop  Ruiz  and  his  family  are  only  among  the 
most  recent  of  victims  of  one  of  the  most  terrible  human  rights  records  in 
the  world.  We  wish  to  express  our  concern  to  the  governments  of  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  and  demand  the  prompt  attention  and  resolution  of  all 
human  rights  violations  as  well  as  a peaceful  solution  to  the  conflict 
between  indigenous  Zapatista  communities  and  the  Mexican  federal  government. 
Now  is  the  time  for  an  expression  of  popular  opinion  so  that  appropriate 
attention  can  be  given  to  the  significance  of  human  rights  in  the 
relationship  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

e ask  you  to  please  answer  the  following  questions.  The  results  will  be 
tallied  and  sent  to  both  governments  after  January  1st  of  1998. 

Thank  you  for  your  act  of  conscience. 

1.  Are  you  alarmed  or  concerned  about  the  human  rights  record  of  Mexico? 

Yes No I don't  know 

2.  Are  you  confident  that  Mexican  authorities  will  resolve  these  human 
rights  problems  on  their  own,  without  international  pressure? 

Yes No I don't  know 

3.  Are  you  in  agreement  with  the  militarization  of  Mexico  as  a response  to 
the  movement  for  human  rights  and  economic  hope? 

Yes No I don't  know 

4.  Should  the  U.S.  give  or  sell  arms,  military  equipment  or  training  to 

Mexico?  Yes No I don't  know 

5.  Are  you  willing  to  participate  in  a boycott  against  Mexican  tourism 
and/or  specific  products  that  would  end  when  clear  signals  are  evident  that 
the  human  rights  situation  has  improved? 

Yes No I don't  know 

6.  Do  you  want  the  Zapatistas  to  come  to  the  United  States  to  speak  of  the 
conditions  of  the  indigenous  communities  in  Chiapas? 

Yes No I don't  know 

Optional : 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE,  ZIP  CODE 

DATE 


SOCIAL  SECTOR 

"RE ; Clinton  Vetoes  Funds  for  Telescope"  

Date:  Mon,  24  Nov  1997  09:33:23  -0700 

From:  Dim  Coefield  <webmaster@wildrockies .org> 

Sub j : Clinton  vetoes  NASA  funds  for  the  Mt.  Graham  telescope 

UUCP  email 

THANKS  TO  CLINTON  NEEDED 

On  November  1st,  1997,  President  Clinton  vetoed  $10,000,000  in  NASA  funds 
headed  for  the  LBT  Mt.  Graham  telescope.  The  San  Carlos  Apache  people  are 
asking  that  you  send  the  president  a word  of  thanks. 

Please  pass  this  around  to  people  not  on  this  list.  It  is  extremely  timely 
that  we  thank  Clinton  now.  He  will  get  enough  guff  from  the  bad  guys  in  the 
next  few  days. 

What  follows  is  a thank  you  sample  letter  to  Clinton  and  Katie  McGinty. 

I was  edited  by  the  San  Carlos  Apache  people.  Please  encourage  others  to 
write  Clinton. 

Thanks, 

Elsie  Herten 


Pres.  William  Clinton 
The  White  House, 

1600  Pennsylvania  Ave. 

Washington  DC.  20500 

tel.  202-456-1111 

fax  202-456-2461 

email:  president@whitehouse.gov 

If  you  have  time  please  also  thank: 

Kathleen  A.  McGinty,  Chair 
Council  on  Environmental  Quality 
Executive  Office  of  the  President 
Washington  D.C.  20503 
tel  202-456-6224 
fax  202-454-2710 

Reasons  to  thank  Clinton  and  McGinty: 

On  Duly  16,  1996  President  Clinton  in  a letter  to  the  Congressional 
leadership  (Sen.  Byrd  et.  al.)  expressed  his  views  clearly  on 
Congress'  Mt.  Graham  riders: 

"The  Administration  strongly  urges  the  repeal  of  two  riders  passed 
earlier  in  this  Congress  that  have  ill-served  the  American  people 
and  their  environment.  First,  the  "timber  rider..."  Second,  the  Mt. 
Graham  rider  passed  in  the  FY  1996  Omnibus  Appropriations  Act 
should  be  repealed.  Mt.  Graham  is  the  sole  remaining  habitat 
for  the  Mt.  Graham  red  squirrel,  a highly  endangered  species. 

It  is  also  a site  of  importance  to  Native  Americans. 

The  rider's  exemption  of  the  application  of  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  and  other  environmental  laws  has  never  been 
justified . " 

Please  also  ask  Pres.  Clinton  to  revoke  the  U.S.  Forest  Service 
"Special  Use  Permit"  authorizing  the  project.  A provision  in  that 
permit  says  if  the  project  is  contrary  to  the  public  interest,  it  may 
be  revoked. 


Here  is  a sample  letter  that  should  go  to  both  McGinty  and  Clinton: 
(see  addresses  above) 

Dear  President  Clinton, 


I deeply  appreciate  your  vetoing  of  NASA  funding  for  Mt.  Graham. 


The  Hawaiian  Keck  telescope  is  far  superior  scientifically  and  a 
more  cost-effective  use  of  United  States'  tax  dollars. 

The  controversial  and  notorious  Mt.  Graham  instrument  is  many 
years  from  completion  and  these  funds  would  be  premature. 

The  Keck  telescopes  are  already  completed  and  in  place  on 
Mauna  Kea,  and  hence  tax  dollars  would  be  more  wisely  invested 
there.  Thank  you  for  avoiding  tax  dollars  for  a project  which  has 
failed  to  comply  with  U.S.  environmental  law  including  the 
Endangered  Species  Act  and  Native  American  cultural  and 
religious  protection  laws. 

Reasons  why  you  made  a very  wise  choice.  President  Clinton 
include: 

1.  The  University  of  Arizona  selected  a telescope  site  their  own 
studies  said  had  unacceptable  optical  visibility.  Repairing  this 
mistake  is  impossible.  Millions  will  be  wasted  attempting  to 
rectify  it. 

2.  First  attempted  exemption  from  U.S.  environmental  and 
Native  American  religious  protection  laws. 

3.  Project  found  to  be  in  violation  of  the  National  Historic 
Preservation  Act  for  harming  Apache  culture  and  religion. 

4.  Mt.  Graham's  cloudy,  wet  weather  greatly  increases  viewing 
costs  per  clear  night. 

5.  The  telescope  uses  glass  which  expands  and  contracts  with 
temperature  causing  poor  focus. 

6.  The  world's  dirtiest  observatory:  wind  borne  forest  debris 
littering  the  optics. 

7.  A respected  Arizona  astronomer  summed  up  this  waste:  "It's 
got  nothing  to  do  with  science,  technology  and  truth  or  the  best 
use  of  taxpayers  money." 

8.  Uses  last  place  mirror  technology:  300%  cost  overruns, 
casting,  legal  and  fiscal  delays. 

9.  Keck  1 and  2 telescopes  are  10  meters  each.  LBT  is  only  8.4 
meters  on  each  mirror. 

10.  LBT's  mirrors  will  not  be  completed  for  at  least  10  years,  if 
ever. 

11.  Studies  for  the  National  Optical  Astronomy  Observatories 
found  38  better  continental  sites  in  U.S.  than  Mt.  Graham  and 
that  Hawaii  was  clearly  superior. 

Lastly,  President  Clinton,  please  revoke  the  U.S.  Forest  Service 
"Special  Use  Permit"  authorizing  the  Mt.  Graham  observatory. 

A provision  in  that  permit  says  if  the  project  is  contrary  to  the 
public  interest,  it  may  be  revoked. 

Sincerely, 

(your  name  & address) 

"RE : Washita"  

Date:  Sun,  23  Nov  1997  03:46:13  -0500  (EST) 

From:  NASCSwan@aol.com 
Sub j : Washita 
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What's  in  a Name? 

By  Randy  Krehbiel  World  Staff  Writer 
11/22/97 

Sarah  Craighead,  first  superintendent  of  the  Washita  Battlefield  National 
Historic  Site,  says  it  is  important  to  tell  an  honest  story  when 
discussing  the  U.S.  Army's  massacre  of  Cheyenne  Indians  in  what  today  is 
Roger  Mills  County. 

A Lot,  Say  Those  Who  Call  Custer's  Great  Battle  a Massacre 


Editor's  Note:To  mark  the  90th  anniversary  of  Oklahoma  statehood,  Tulsa 
World  staff  writer  Randy  Krehbiel  and  staff  photographer  Stephen  Pingry 
are  traveling  across  the  state  on  Oklahoma  33,  talking  to  the  people  of 
small-town  Oklahoma  about  the  past  and  the  future.  Today  they  conclude 
their  travels  with  a look  at  Cheyenne. 

CHEYENNE  --  Out  here  on  the  western  edge  of  the  state,  where  the  earth 
meets  the  sky  and  the  wind  whispers  through  the  short  grass  like  the 
voices  of  the  dead,  Oklahoma  is  coming  to  grips  with  a past  it  tried  to 
forget . 

One  hundred  twenty-nine  years  ago  come  Thanksgiving  Day,  Lt.  Col.  George 
A.  Custer  ordered  units  of  the  U.S.  7th  Cavalry  to  attack  a sleeping 
Cheyenne  Indian  village  camped  along  the  Washita  River. 

The  Indians  had  no  more  chance  than  did  the  American  sailors  at  Pearl 
Harbor.  Custer's  victory  won  the  praise  of  his  superiors  and  a reputation 
as  the  Army's  most  effective  Indian  fighter.  It  also  set  the  course  for 
Custer's  own  demise  eight  years  later  at  the  Little  Bighorn  River  in 
Montana . 

To  Indians  in  general  and  the  Cheyenne  in  particular,  the  Washita  was 
one  treachery  out  of  many.  The  village's  leader.  Black  Kettle,  was  an 
outspoken  advocate  for  peace.  His  people  were  where  they  were  supposed  to 
be,  on  the  reservation  agreed  to  a year  before  at  Medicine  Lodge,  Kan. 

As  far  as  anyone  knows,  none  had  done  anything  wrong. 

For  129  years,  the  place  where  the  Army  says  it  fought  a battle  and  the 
Cheyenne  say  they  were  massacred  has  been  all  but  ignored.  The  only 
memorial  is  a small  museum  in  the  town  of  Cheyenne  and  two  stone  markers 
on  a hillside  west  of  it  overlooking  the  encampment  site.  A few  thousand 
visitors  come  by  each  year. 

Last  summer,  however.  Congress  approved  legislation  to  create  the  326- 
acre  Washita  Battlefield  National  Historic  Site.  The  designation  has 
rekindled  discussion  not  only  of  Custer's  attack  but  how  it  should  be 
portrayed  by  the  National  Park  Service.  Even  the  name  is  a source  of 
controversy. 

"It  should  not  be  called  a battle  site,"  Archie  Hoffman  of  the  Cheyenne- 
Arapaho  tribal  government  said.  "It  should  be  called  a massacre  site." 

The  Park  Service  does  not  have  such  a designation,  but  if  it  did, 
Oklahoma  would  have  plenty  of  candidates.  The  Washita  was  the  site  of  by 
no  means  the  only  or  even  the  most  grievous  assault  on  peaceful  Indians. 

In  1855,  Maj . Earl  Van  Dorn  attacked  a Comanche  camp  that  had  come  to 
Fort  Arbuckle  in  south  central  Oklahoma  for  peace  talks.  Fifty-eight 
Indians  were  killed. 

Six  years  later,  at  the  outset  of  the  Civil  War,  Texas  Confederates  and 
their  Indian  allies  chased  down  a band  trying  to  reach  Kansas  and 
decimated  it  in  a series  of  running  battles  that  left  survivors  wandering 
naked  in  the  December  snow. 

Oklahoma,  in  fact,  was  born  of  the  dispossession  of  Indians  with  little 
regard  for  the  consequences.  Cherokees  by  the  thousands  died  of  disease, 
hunger  and  exposure  on  the  Trail  of  Tears,  but  demographers  say  at  least 
as  many  died  after  they  arrived,  apparently  of  broken  hearts.  Chief 
Joseph's  Nez  Perce,  forced  from  their  mountain  homes  in  the  Northwest  and 
hauled  in  cattle  cars  to  the  sun-baked  prairie  near  Tonkawa,  simply 
stopped  living. 

By  the  turn  of  the  20th  century  an  American  Indian  population  that  was 
once  at  least  two  million  in  the  contiguous  United  States  and  perhaps  as 
much  as  seven  times  that  was  no  more  than  300,000.  There  had  been  many 
Washitas . 

White  America  seemed  hardly  to  have  noticed.  State  Rep.  Randy  Beutler,  a 
former  history  teacher  who  became  instrumental  in  obtaining  National  Park 
Service  status  for  the  Washita  site,  remembers  hearing  about  it  as  a boy 
near  Elk  City. 

"My  father  used  to  say,  'We'll  take  you  up  to  Cheyenne  so  you  can  see 
where  Custer  made  his  last  stand.'  I'd  think,  'Last  stand?  Wait  a minute. 
Something's  not  right.'  " 

A dime  novelist  would've  invented  George  Armstrong  Custer  had  he  not 
been  born.  Handsome,  fearless  and  possessed  of  boundless  energy,  Custer 
dashed  across  history's  stage  waving  a saber  and  wearing  outlandish 


costumes.  He  was  the  epitome  of  the  19th  century  American  male.  He  was 
also  ambitious,  arrogant  and  reckless  with  human  life,  including  his  own. 

"Custer's  Luck"  became  a standard  Army  phrase  because  of  Custer's  talent 
for  getting  into  and  out  of  trouble.  He  was  court-martialed  during  his 
final  year  at  West  Point  and  might  have  been  ruined  had  it  not  been  for 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  Instead,  within  a year  he  was  on  the  staff 
of  the  Union  Army's  top  general,  George  McClellan.  When  McClellan  was 
discredited,  Custer  not  only  survived  but  became  a general  himself.  He  was 
23. 

After  the  war,  Custer  was  reduced  to  captain  (later  lieutenant  colonel) 
and  shipped  to  the  Southern  Plains  to  fight  Indians.  He  got  himself  court- 
martialed  again,  this  time  for  mistreating  his  men  and  endangering  them  by 
going  absent  without  leave  to  visit  his  wife.  Custer  was  suspended  for  a 
year,  but  his  mentor,  Gen.  Phil  Sheridan,  got  him  reinstated  early. 

Sheridan  and  the  new  commanding  general  of  the  Army,  William  Tecumseh 
Sherman,  wanted  to  apply  the  same  tactics  they'd  used  against  the  South  in 
the  Civil  War  to  Indian  resistance  on  the  Plains.  Dust  as  the  Union  Army 
had  marched  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea,  so  Sheridan  and  Sherman  intended  to 
lay  waste  to  Indian  country. 

The  Southern  Cheyenne  were  to  be  the  first  target.  The  Southern  Cheyenne 
had  agreed  the  previous  year  to  a reservation  in  what  is  now  western 
Oklahoma.  A few  were  still  raiding  into  Kansas,  however,  and  Custer  was  to 
put  a stop  to  that. 

After  establishing  a base  camp  at  what  is  now  Fort  Supply,  he  drove 
south  through  deep  snow  in  pursuit  of  a raiding  party.  On  the  evening  of 
Nov.  26,  scouts  reported  a Cheyenne  village  just  beyond  a line  of  bluffs, 
camped  along  the  Washita  River.  Custer  ordered  an  attack  at  dawn. 

The  village  was  Black  Kettle's.  A famed  warrior  in  his  younger  days. 

Black  Kettle  had  concluded  that  war  against  the  white  man  was  suicidal.  He 
had  learned  that  peace  could  be,  too. 

Black  Kettle  had  been  to  Fort  Sill  the  week  before  to  seek  assurance 
that  his  people  would  be  left  alone.  He  admitted  to  the  commanding  officer 
that  he  could  not  always  control  his  young  men. 

Whether  the  young  men  Custer  sought  were  with  Black  Kettle  is  not  known. 
Probably  they  were  not.  It  is  very  much  a question  whether  Custer  cared 
about  so  fine  a detail.  He  had  found  Indians,  and  he  intended  to  attack 
them. 

At  dawn  he  did.  Swooping  down  from  the  red  bluffs  north  of  the  river,  he 
caught  the  village  completely  by  surprise.  Women  and  children  fled  through 
the  icy  morning,  while  men  scrambled  for  weapons. 

The  fight,  such  as  it  was,  didn't  last  long.  Custer  put  Cheyenne 
casualties  at  103  warriors  killed,  including  Black  Kettle,  and  53  women 
and  children  captured.  The  Cheyenne  say  they  lost  38  people,  most  of  them 
women  and  children.  Custer  ordered  the  lodges,  clothing  and  food  burned 
and  900  horses  and  mules  shot.  The  only  cavalryman  killed  at  the  scene  was 
an  officer  who  was  shot  in  the  back  while  riding  alongside  Custer  at  the 
front  of  the  attack. 

Suddenly,  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  warriors  came  pouring  over  and  around  a 
bend  in  the  river  to  the  east.  Custer,  with  his  usual  reckless  disregard 
for  safety,  had  not  sent  out  reconnaissance  and  was  taken  completely  by 
surprise . 

A detachment  of  17  men  who  had  gone  off  down  the  Washita  on  their  own 
were  never  seen  again.  Custer  retreated  hastily  without  searching  for  them, 
his  reputation  as  a great  Indian  fighter  made. By  the  next  year,  the 
Southern  Cheyenne  were  ready  to  surrender.  According  to  the  tribe,  an  old 
holy  man  attending  the  peace  conference  tapped  his  pipe  against  Custer's 
boot  and  told  him  that  if  he  ever  killed  another  Cheyenne,  he  would  be 
rubbed  out  with  all  of  his  men. 

That  was  seven  years  before  the  Little  Bighorn. 

Sarah  Craighead  knows  she  has  a tough  job.  As  the  first  superintendent 
of  the  Washita  National  Historic  Site,  she  not  only  is  responsible  for 
making  the  new  park  operational  but  for  doing  it  in  a way  that  satisfies 
conflicting  viewpoints. 

Like  Archie  Hoffman,  many  Cheyenne  are  adamant  that  the  word  "battle" 
not  be  included  in  the  park's  name.  At  the  very  least,  they  want  its  use 


minimized . 

Most  of  all,  they  want  the  event  portrayed  as  an  unwarranted  attack  on 
peaceful  people. 

"As  part  the  enabling  legislation,  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  people  are 
included  in  the  planning  of  the  park,"  Craighead  said.  "But  it's  not  just 
a matter  of  'have  to.1  It's  the  right  thing  to  do,  and  I'm  looking  forward 
to  working  with  them.  It's  important  to  tell  a balanced  story." 

"It  should  not  only  tell  the  story  of  the  battle,"  Beutler  said.  "It 
should  preserve  the  culture  of  the  Southern  Plains." 

"The  truth  is  going  to  have  to  be  told  if  it  is  going  to  be  a national 
park,"  Hoffman  said. 

Bob  Duke,  the  Black  Kettle  Museum's  site  attendant  and  a lifelong 
resident  of  the  region,  said  there  is  no  real  opposition  to  the  park. 

There  is,  he  said,  skepticism. 

"Some  people  just  don't  believe  there  will  be  that  many  people 
interested  in  it,"  he  said. 

"RE : Thomas  Mails"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Nov  1997  16:26:22  -0800  (PST) 

From:  "William  M.  Havens"  <BHavens@Hopi . nsn . us> 

Sub j : Thomas  Mails 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

To  whom  it  may  concern: 

"The  American  Indian  Law  review  has  a question:  Has  anyone  heard  of 

Thomas  Mails?  We  have  several  cites  in  one  of  our  law  review 

articles " 

Oh,  Boy!  Have  I heard  of  Thomas  Mails?!?! 

My  advice  to  you  is  DON'T  DON'T  DON'T  DON'T  DON'T  give  any  credibility  in 

a legal  sense  to  anything  Thomas  Mails  has  to  say.  He  is  an  exploiter  of 
Native  Cultures  and  is  NOT  a source  that  I would  want  to  cite  in  a reputable 
Law  Journal. 

"Secret  Native  American  Pathways:  A Guide  to  Inner  Peace"  is  probably  one 
of  the  more  offensive  of  his  works. 

For  more  insight  into  the  nature  of  Thomas  Mails  and  the  extent  of  his 
exploitation  of  Native  culture,  contact  Leigh  Kuwanwisiwma  (Jenkins), 
Director  of  Cultural  Preservation  at  the  Hopi  Tribe.  (520)734-2441,  Ext. 
751. 

Following  is  a short  excerpt  from  a paper  that  I wrote  on  this  very 
subject,  "Disrespect  for  Native  American  Religion  and  Culture  and  Its 
Disruptive  Effects  on  the  Harmony  and  Wellness  of  Indian  Communities" 

- Copyright:  William  M.  Havens 

I hope  that  your  question  was  out  of  sincere  concern  for  keeping  your 
Journal  credible  and,  if  so,  you  will  read  this  all  the  way  through. 


EXPLOITATION  OF  CEREMONIAL  AND  SACRED  KNOWLEDGE 

It  is  difficult  to  conduct  a discussion  about  respect  for  Native  American 
culture  without  bringing  up  Thomas  E.  Mails. 

Thomas  Mails  is  a well-known  artist  and  historian.  His  art  depicts 
Indian  themes  and  he  writes  about  the  history  of  Indians  in  America.  He 
is  also  a self -professed  expert  on  "Native  American  ritual  pathways"  who 
markets  and  presents  workshops  for  spiritually  starved  non-Indians  to 
teach  them  how  to  "...achieve  transcendence,  regeneration,  and  fertility... 
" and  to  tap  into  the  "...POWER  inherent  in  the  Native  American 
Traditional  culture..." 

Mr.  Mails  claims  to  draw  "...upon  25  years  of  unique  and  personal 
experience  with  some  of  the  greatest  Holy  and  medicine  people..."  of  many 
American  Indian  nations.  If  this  is  true,  how  could  he  rationalize  being 
as  insensitive  and  disrespectful  of  their  religions  and  their  appeals  for 
religious  privacy  as  he  is? 

The  flyer  on  Mails'  workshop  lures  participants  (who  pay  $175.00  for  the 
privilege  of  being  mislead  and  placed  in  spiritual  danger  by  Mails)  by 


referring  to  "unlimited  power, . . . purification, . . .transformation, . . . 
rebirth, ...  longevity, " etc.  All  of  these  appealing  benefits  are  offered 
in  reference  to  the  teaching  of  the  use  of  pahos,  tiponis,  Pueblo  altars, 
masks,  crystals,  and  other  sacred  objects  and  rituals  that  are  reserved 
for  those  with  the  proper  religious  authority  to  use  or  conduct  them. 

The  Hopi  religious  leaders  have  an  incredible  responsibility.  The 
blessings  and  good  fortune  brought  about  by  the  Hopi  ceremonial  cycle  is 
not  restricted  to  the  Hopi  villages.  It  is  for  the  benefit  of  all 
mankind.  If  the  ceremonial  cycle  is  not  conducted  in  its  entirety  or  if 
the  ceremonies  and  rituals  are  improperly  conducted  or  conducted  by 
people  without  authority,  the  disharmony  and  imbalance  spread  beyond  the 
three  mesas  of  Hopi  and  affect  us  all. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Mails  did  not  fully  comprehend  the  danger  in  which  he  placed 
not  only  the  participants  of  his  workshops  but  all  of  us  when  for  months 
he  stubbornly  refused  to  respect  the  appeals  of  the  religious  leaders  of 
the  Hopi  villages  and  of  the  Hopi  Cultural  Preservation  Office  to  "... 
delete  from  the  presentations  any  topic  on  Hopi  culture  and  religion." 

One  could  wonder  just  what  Mr.  Mails  learned  during  his  "...25  years  of 
unique  and  personal  experience..."  with  Native  Americans?  It  certainly 
wasn't  a concern  for  the  preservation  of  their  cultures  or  a respect  for 
the  need  for  privacy  in  many  of  their  religious  practices.  On  April  23, 
1993,  the  Director  of  the  Hopi  Cultural  Preservation  Office,  Leigh 
Jenkins  [Kuwanwisiwma] , accompanied  a delegation  of  religious  leaders, 
all  elders  of  the  Hopi  villages,  to  Tucson  to  appeal,  through  the  press, 
to  Mr.  Mails  to  respect  their  right  to  religious  privacy  and  to  request 
support  from  the  general  public  in  this  appeal.  We  drove  to  Tucson  to 
attend  that  press  conference  and  to  demonstrate  support  for  Hopi  appeals. 

In  order  to  understand  just  how  disrespectful  (and  possibly  dangerous) 
this  man  really  is,  one  need  only  thumb  through  a copy  of  his  book, 

"Secret  Native  American  Pathways."  Its  contents  are  alarming.  There 
are  rituals  and  apparatus  for  calling  back  the  dead.  There  is  a Hopi 
nine-day  ritual  including  altars  and  tiponis.  There  is  a chapter  on  Hopi 
Pathways  with  instructions  and  drawings  for  making  altars,  tiponis,  pahos, 
and  masks  and  a discussion  about  secret  societies  in  Hopi  religious 
ritual  life. 

In  a six-page  letter  Mr.  Mails  denies  revealing  any  "secrets."  This 
claim  is  contradicted  by  the  very  title  of  his  book,  "Secret  Native 
American  Pathways"?  In  the  same  letter  he  makes  vague  threats  of 
retribution  to  the  Hopi  Tribe,  accuses  Hopi  spies  of  attending  his 
workshop  and  then  stealing  valuable  materials  from  him,  and  attempts  to 
belittle  the  Hopi  concerns.  He  compares  Leigh  Jenkins  (Hopi  cultural 
preservation  officer)  to  Adolph  Hitler,  implying  that  Jenkins'  efforts  to 
remove  culturally  sensitive  spiritual  literature  from  museums  and 
libraries  are  tantamount  to  book  burning.  Mails  also  claims  that  he  is 
only  presenting  the  same  message  given  to  the  United  Nations  in  1983  by 
"Hopi  elders"  that  we  "need  to  share  with  everyone  what  God  has  shared 
with  each  of  us  so  that  we  can  all  live  secure  lives  and  survive." 

Insisting  that  he  is  protected  by  his  right  to  freedom  of  speech  and 
religion,  he  maintains  an  arrogant  posture  of  resistance  to  Hopi  appeals 
to  stop  exploiting  Hopi  culture.  His  implications  that  the  Hopis  who 
take  exception  to  his  teachings  are  not  true  Hopis  and  are  not  behaving  in 
accordance  with  true  Hopi  ways  reveal  the  extent  of  his  ignorance  and/or 
insensitivity  to  Hopi  culture. 

As  a Lutheran  Pastor,  Mr.  Mails  should  have  developed  a higher  level  of 
respect  for  other  religions.  How  would  he  feel  about  a Rabbi  charging 
large  sums  of  money  to  teach  his  congregation  how  to  conduct  rituals  that 
only  ordained  Lutheran  Pastors  are  authorized  to  conduct,  or  a Hopi 
kivamongwi  conducting  weekend  seminars  on  how  to  hold  Holy  Communion  in 
your  own  home? 

This  kind  of  arrogance  and  exploitation  should  be  an  embarrassment  to 
any  non-Indian  with  respect  for  Native  American  People  and  their  cultures. 
Mr.  Mails,  instead  of  trying  "...to  promote  understanding..."  as  he  claims, 
is  widening  the  gap  between  Indians  and  non-Indians.  It  is  this  type  of 
disrespect  for  religious  privacy  and  exploitation  of  restricted  sacred 
knowledge  that  is  forcing  the  Hopi  villages  to  limit  and  even  refuse 


access  to  non-Indians. 

Since  this  presentation,  Mr.  Mails  has  escalated  his  offensive 
exploitation  of  Hopi  culture  and  religion.  He  has  published  two  new  books, 
"Hotevilla,  Hopi  Shrine  of  the  Covenant,  Microcosm  of  the  World"  and  "The 
Hopi  Survival  Kit."  The  Hotevilla  book  claims  to  be  co-authored  by  Thomas 
Mails  and  Dan  Evehema  from  Hotevilla.  A question  I would  like  to  ask  Mr. 
Mails  is,  "Have  you  shared  the  proceeds  of  the  books  with  Mr.  Evehema?"  I 
doubt  it. 

Each  publication  is  more  offensive  than  the  previous.  By  claiming  to 
reveal  Hopi  sacred  knowledge,  Mr.  Mails  is  doing  what  so  many  people  have 
done  over  the  years;  capitalizing  on  the  exploitation  of  Hopi  culture  and 
abusing  the  trust  that  has  been  extended  to  him  by  one  Hopi  man.  Not  only 
is  he  exploiting  Hopi  culture,  but  he  is  misrepresenting  Hopi  culture. 

So,  he's  selling  his  readers  a "bill  of  goods."  The  Hopi  Survival  Kit 
reveals  Mr.  Mails'  tendency  to  set  himself  up  as  a self-proclaimed  savior, 
destined  to  enlighten  the  world  with  Hopi  prophecy  through  his  own  form 
of  evangelism.  Both  of  these  books  claim  to  reveal  Hopi  knowledge  and 
proclaim  Mr.  Mails  as  the  chosen  messenger  of  these  revelations.  The 
Hopi  Survival  Kit  is  particularly  offensive  and  reveals  especially 
alarming  aspects  of  Mr.  Mails'  character  and  purpose.  According  to  Mr. 
Mails,  it  is  only  through  understanding  Hopi  prophecy  that  we  can  be 
saved.  And,  according  to  his  interpretation  of  Hopi  prophecy,  Mr.  Mails 
has  been  chosen  to  deliver  this  "truth"  and  deliver  us  from  our  ignorance. 

Mr.  Mails  just  doesn't  get  it.  Not  only  is  it  inappropriate  for  him  to 
be  deciding  what  should  or  should  not  be  taught  about  Hopi  religion,  it  is 
dangerous.  Balance  and  harmony  depend  on  the  proper  execution  of  the 
ceremonies.  Misinformation  and  improperly  conducted  rituals  disturb  this 
balance  and  can  put  the  novice  practitioner  at  risk.  Mails  thinks  he 
knows  of  what  he  speaks  when,  in  reality,  he  only  knows  what  a few  people 
have  revealed  to  him,  and  most  of  this  was  out-of -context,  incomplete, 
and  inaccurate. 

It  is  not  possible  to  possess  the  knowledge  that  Mr.  Mails  believes  he 
possesses  outside  of  the  context  of  Hopi  culture  and  without  the  total 
immersion  in  that  culture  that  life  as  an  initiated  Hopi  and  member  of  the 
religious  societies  can  provide. 


I hope  this  shed  some  light  on  the  subject. 

To  the  writer  who  praised  the  "Hotevilla  Book"  as  a must-read,  I would  say 
don't  expect  to  be  enlightened  with  anything  but  a white  man's  romanticized 
version  of  distorted  information.  Even  if  it  were  accurate,  this  material 
would  have  no  value  outside  of  Hopi  culture.  As  an  inaccurate  European 
interpretation  of  sketchy  information,  it  might  make  amusing  reading  for 
wannabes  and  new  agers.  His  books  probably  sell  well  in  Sedona. 

Bill  Havens 

Bill  Havens,  Exec.  Asst. 

Office  of  the  Chairman 
The  Hopi  Tribe 

"RE : Thomas  E.  Mails"  

Date:  Fri,  21  Nov  1997  21:58:42  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Dames  BlueWolf  <wolfbros@zapcom. net> 

Sub j : Thomas  E.  Mails 

Mailing  List:  TRIBALLAW  (triballaw@thecity.sfsu.edu) 

Haaah-  I'm  gonna  jump  in  here,  though  I probably  shouldn't,  with  my 
two  wampum-  a semi-historical  view  of  some  of  the  issues. .. 'traditional 
vs  progressive,  cultural  property,  authors  writing  historical  and 
informational  books  on  Ceremony  and  culture,  etc. 

I speak  representing  no  one  but  my  family  and  Society. 

First-  28  years  ago  the  issues  and  lines  drawn  to  identify  'progressive' 
and  'traditional'  seemed  much  clearer  than  they  do  today. 

In  those  days  the  'progressives'  were  often  fully  'assimilated'  indians 
who  'values'  reflected  those  of  the  United  States  euro-american  culture. 


The  ' tnaditionals ' were  those  who  touted  and  stood  up  for  keeping  their 
lands(as  opposed  to  selling  or  strip  mining  them),  pushed  the  govt  to 
honor  its  treaty  agreements,  participated  in  Ceremonial  life,  and  actively 
championed  preserving  languages  and  culture.  The  ' progressives ' , at  that 
time,  very  clearly  believed  and  spoke  up  loudly  that  those  ancient  values 
had  lost  their  meaning  and  the  quest  for  individual  economic  success  was 
the  premier  endeavor  of  their  life.  As  I got  older  I understood  more 
clearly  how  many  of  my  parents'  generation  had  been  brainwashed  to  this 
way  of  thinking,  but  at  the  time  on  many  reservations-  it  WAS  an--  Us  or 
Them--  conflict.  Everywhere  the  phrases,  "uncle  tomahawk  and  apple" 
sounded  to  describe  those  who  championed  assimilation.  The  leases  that 
allowed  Peabody  Coal  to  strip  mine  Black  Mesa  was  a premier  example  of 
those  types  of  conflicts.  Also  Dickie's  gang  was  another. 

At  a "Traditional  Unity  Convention"  in  the  Longhouse  in  Tulalip,  1970, 
people  from  over  30  tribes  gathered  to  discuss  these  very  issues.  There 
was  a sense  of  urgency  in  those  days  that  a time  of  great  change  was 
coming  and  people  needed  to  prepare  by  attempting  economic  and  physical 
self  sufficiency  where  possible.  It  was  recognized  that  not  every  Indian 
would  think  this  necessary  or  desirable  but  that  'Traditionals ' should 
begin  preparation.  Certain  Hopi  leaders  spoke  about  spreading  the  message 
of  their  Prophecy,  (not  their  individual  or  Tribal  Ways),  to  all  Peoples. 
The  message  that  was  to  go  out  across  the  board  was  to  encourage  all 
Peoples,  regardless  of  race,  to  pursue  the  Spiritual  Path  and  prepare  for 
physical  challenge.  No  one  implied  that  Tribal  and  Cultural  Ways  were  to 
be  offered  to  anyone  interested  in  order  to  enlarge  or  create  new  Indians 
or  Indian  Nations!  There  were  numerous  groups  that  blended  races  listening 
to  these  messages  who  sought  to  incorporate  certain  Ceremonial  forms, 
(mostly  Plains  in  origin)  because  they  felt  no  connection  with  their 
European  spiritual  traditions.  These  eventually  grew  into  the  wannabe  and 
nuage  groups  that  blossomed  late  70's/early  80's.  There  was,  (and  still 
is),  a driving  thirst  among  european-american  descendants  for  something 
that  can  provide  meaning  to  their  lives.  This  opened  the  door  for  the 
marketing  of  Indian  culture,  spirituality  and  ceremonial  form  to  a large 
audience  hungering  for  a "Way",  (even  though  it  was  an  adopted  and 
unauthorized  one). 

Dropping  back  a little  in  time-  in  the  early  days,  even  before  Alcatraz, 
(50's/60's),  many  of  the  Elders  openly  feared  that  in  another  generation 
or  two  there  would  be  no  one  left,  of  adequate  character  and  training,  to 
carry  on  certain  important  Ceremonial  and  Spiritual  responsibilities. 

They  began  going  against  the  age  old  resistance  to  sharing  these  'Ways' 
with  outsiders  even  to  the  point  of  allowing  drawings,  photographs,  tapes 
and  written  records  to  be  made  of  some  of  the  most  Sacred  Ceremonies.  This 
wasn't  done  to  give  these  'Ceremonial  Ways'  to  white  people,  wannabes,  or 
nuagers-  few  of  whom  existed  then-but  was  an  earnest  attempt  to  make  sure 
they  were  preserved  for  their  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren  should 
the  disintegration  of  their  People's  continue.  Since  many  of  these 
'elders'  were  also  practicing  Christians-  often  this  relationship 
connected  them  to  Christian  authors  like  Mails,  or  Peter  Powell,  in  a way 
that  hadn't  happened  before.  A few  generations  earlier,  few-  if  any- 
christians  would  have  shown  any  interest  in  our  Native  American 
spirituality-  except  to  condemn  it!  The  fact  that  these  men  participated 
and  openly  acknowledged  the  spiritual  values  involved  was  a new  and  unique 
experience  for  many  of  these  'Grandfathers'.  They  saw  it  as  simply  a 
'sharing'  between  'Holy  Men'.  Little  did  they  know  that  over  the  years  it 
might  turn  into  something  else. 

I know  personally,  a number  of  Elders,  who  - in  their  younger  days, 
believing  that  their  People  and  Ways  were  dying  out  - gave  away  or  sold 
artifacts  or  information  that  they  wish  they  hadn't.  But  they  truly 
believed,  at  the  time,  that  they  were  not  doing  wrong.  One  Grandfather  I 
know,  is  the  last  of  his  People  to  speak  fluently,  the  last  to  grow  up  and 
understand  the  old  Way,  the  old  locations,  the  food  sources,  the  social 
and  political  organization,  etc  of  his  People.  But  because,  25  years  ago, 
in  a moment  of  weakness,  with  his  family  facing  severe  economic  hardship- 
he  sold  and  gave  away  to  a museum  some  of  his  'own'  personally  crafted 
objects-and  ceremonial  songs  (something  he  will  regret  to  his  dying  day)- 


he  is  ostracized  and  looked  down  on  by  many  of  his  younger  family  members, 
and  the  tribe  in  general, . They,  meanwhile,  hold  dances  and  perform 
ceremonies  with  only  cursory  knowledge  and  very  little  traditional  formal 
training  and  see  themselves  as  superior  to  him.  They  never  ask  for  his 
counseling,  instruction  or  advice-  the  one  man  left  who  really  knows  how 
it  should  be! 

It  is  hard,  from  today's  perspective,  to  look  back  and  judge  the 
'Elders'  that  have  participated  in  these  'sharings'.  In  the  same  way  I 
have  come  to  a better  understanding  of  how  those  I condemned  as 
'progressives'  came  to  their  beliefs. 

Thankfully,  the  prophecy  of  Alcatraz  was  fulfilled  and  to  a certain 
extent,  tribal,  cultural,  social  and  ceremonial  pride  was  restored  and 
renewed.  But  for  all  our  progress  our  youth  still  see  suicide,  murder, 
gangs  and  criminal  activity  to  be  their  only  option  on  many  res's.  So 
perhaps  the  damage  of  'progressivism'  was  done  to  such  an  extent  that  in 
many  places  tribal  families  have  been  broken  too  far  apart  to  reclaim  what 
was  lost.  These  problems  require  new  solutions  and  new  ways  of  thinking 
that  exclude  all  the  labels  and  name-calling  of  those  days  past.  Today  is 
a new  time-  and  I'm  trying  to  sluff  off  that  dead  skin  too!  I'm  still 
what  I consider  a militant-  but  the  complexity  of  the  problems  is  so 
staggering  that  in  my  advancing  years  I don't  pretend  to  have  answers.  I 
only  know  that  preservation  of  language,  updating  cultural  forms, 
preserving  traditional  methods  of  training  and  ceremonial  knowledge  and 
the  living  of  tribal  ideals  is  our  only  hope  of  finding  lasting  solutions 
to  our  crisis.  And  while  I don't  have  any  input  on  today's  problems  in 
Hopi-  I would  be  hesitant  to  see  any  reason  today  why  Ceremonial 
information  should  be  put  into  books  other  than  for  profit  and 
exploitation.  I don't  believe  in  the  concept  of  adopting  any  old  way  that 
suits  and  I don't  see  how  these  books  can  benefit  any  of  our  Nations.  True 
education  to  Indian  viewpoint  or  belief  is  found  at  the  source-  go  there 
and  you  may  get  it,  you  may  not-  but  I think  books  on  or  about  Native 
Americans  are  for  entertainment  only,  and  we  know  that  written  history  is 
just  a whore  for  the  one  who  composes  it.  I like  poetry  myself-  Trudell, 
Blue  Cloud,  Momaday  and  others.  Its  real  and  contemporary-  like  our 
Peoples ! 

Today,  the  lines  between  the  progressive  and  traditional  have  blurred.  I 
don't  know  anyone  in  Hotevilla  who  will  read  these  books  and  be  influenced 
by  them,  or  in  Tahlequah,  or  St  Francis.  In  fact,  I don't  imagine  that 
more  than  a few  People  still  immersed  in  their  Tribal  life  and  culture- 
will  ever  know  they've  been  written.  I agree  completely  that  the  idea  of 
profit-making  off  Ceremonial  knowledge  is  repugnant,  but  folks-  this  is 
the  American  Way-  and  Mails  is  an  American,  Lutheran  or  no.  The  Americans 
have  always  taken  what  they  admire,  and  while  honestly  admiring  it,  tried 
to  economically  exploit  it.  But  it  is  difficult  for  readers,  in  the 
author's  genuine  attempts  to  portray  this  admiration,  to  identify  and 
separate  the  words  of  the  'elders'  the  author's  have  consulted,  from  the 
editorializing  that  results.  Especially  since  most  of  it  is  translation. 
It's  somewhat  similar,  from  the  Christian  point  of  view,  of  trying  to 
discern  how  the  original  greek  and  hebrew  texts  relate  to  the  King  lames 
version  of  their  bible. 

The  Elders  I listen  to,  while  agreeing  among  themselves  that  their  own 
Ceremonial  information  is  for  the  use  of  their  People  and  not  for  sale  or 
general  use,  nevertheless  believe  that  the  concept  of  'spiritual  property' 
is  ridiculous.  They  simply  say,  " indians  probably  won't  read  it  to  begin 
with,  and  those  who  do,  if  they  ARE  indian,  will  just  know  that  this  kind 
of  stuff  isn't  learned  from  a book!" 

I guess  my  question  is  - how  can  what  outsiders  think, or  read,  or 
practice,  affect  us  in  our  daily  life  or  in  the  performance  of  our 
Ceremonial  and  cultural  responsibilities.  My  children  don't  go  to  books 
for  their  info  on  these  types  of  things.  I don't  know  any  Indian  kids  who 
do.  What  damage  does  it  do  us?  If  a whiteman  is  stupid  enough  to  pay 
someone  $300  for  a sweat-  how  does  that  hurt  my  family?  If  an  Indian  is 
selling  it-  then  perhaps  it  concerns  me-  but  it  certainly  doesn't  affect 
my  People.  I think  we're  too  concerned  what  non-indians  know  and  don't 
know,  how  they  see  us,  what  they  think  we  are,  how  they  seek  to  copy  us. 


etc.  It's  much  more  important  how  we  see  ourselves  and  how  our  children 
see  us.  We  know  what's  real  and  what's  pretend , whats  genuine  and  what's 
fake. 

Today  the  potential  growth  of  the  ideal  of  'cultural  and  spiritual 
property ',  and  any  attempt  to  regulate  it  in  legal  terms  would  certainly 
make  for  long  hours  of  interesting  discussion,  but  really  wouldn't  have 
that  much  to  do  with  how  we  live  our  lives,  the  examples  we  set,  and  the 
Power  of  our  Ceremonial  and  Spiritual  Life! 

How  would  the  list  members  respond  to  this:  Where  is  the  line  of 
cultural  or  spiritual  property  to  be  drawn?  Example: 

I know  an  Elderly  Apache  gentleman,  that  was  taught  by  his 
'Grandfathers ' to  conduct  personal  healings,  and  is  obligated  to  his 
teaching  to  provide  that  service  for  any  who  ask.  Native  American  or  not. 
When  questioned  by  unhappy  Skins  wanting  to  know  why  he  charged  for  his 
services-  he  replied-"in  the  old  days  they  would  have  cut  firewood  for  me, 
or  paid  my  rent,  or  brought  me  a cow  to  eat-  today  they  have  none  of  these 
things-  so  I get  from  them  what  they  have,  not  as  a charge  for  the 
Healing-  that  Power  is  not  mine-  it  comes  from  the  Creator,  they're  just 
paying  my  expenses  for  carrying  it!  My  responsibility  is  to  those  who 
taught  me  and  the  Creator-  it  is  a personal  power  which  I have  paid  for 
with  my  blood,  sweat  and  tears.  It  does  not  belong  to  my  band,  my  tribe, 
or  my  society-  it  is  mine  to  dispense  as  I was  taught!" 

I'm  sorry  this  has  gone  on  so  long.  I would  be  interested  in  how 
Tsistsistas  in  Montana  and  Oklahoma  view  Peter  J Powells  books  today, 
james 


"RE:  Choose  Your  Battles"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Nov  1997  09:53:06  -0500 

From:  My  Studio-Florida  <mystudio@earthlink.net> 

Sub j : Sterilizing  Wolves  and  Listening  to  the  Comments 

UUCP  email 

Alaska  wolves  face  sterilization  and  relocation 

http: //www. infobeat . com/ stories/cgi/ story . cgi?id=603 2978 -399 

Listening  to  the  many  comments  on  what  to  do  lately,  about  the 
inequalities  and  battles  and  strife's.  So  many  battles  to  be  fought 
that  it  seems  none  can  be  won.  Noquisa  had  many  insightful  comments  for 
Steve  and  others.  I remember  some  advice  handed  down  to  me  when  I was 
young,  have  posted  this  a while  back  for  those  that  have  been  here  a 
while . 

1)  Choose  your  battles 

2)  Know  your  enemy 

3)  Don't  assume  anything.  Learn  everything  you  can.  Don't  get  out  on  a 
limb  with  no  way  back. 

4)  Take  it  one  step  at  a time,  one  battle  at  a time.  You  can't  fight 
everything  all  the  time  or  everyone  all  the  time  but  you  can  win  one 
battle  at  a time. 

One  thing  I noticed  in  some  of  the  posts,  was  a tendency  to  stereotype, 
paint  with  one  brush.  "All"  Indians  are  this  way  and  that.  "All" 
whites  are  this  way  and  that.  Dudging,  assuming,  lumping  everyone  under 
the  same  category  will  not  give  you  good  ammunition.  You're  already 
tying  one  arm  behind  your  back.  What  is  your  strength?  What  is  your 
knowledge?  What  spirits  do  you  have  that  guide  you?  Listen  to  those 
spirits.  Know  what  you  are  best  at.  What  battles  can  you  win?  Mine  is 
saving  Mother  Earth  and  the  Animals  of  Mother  Earth.  I study  all  the 
time,  every  day  and  spare  hour.  I write  letters  all  the  time.  I post 
URLs  to  the  list  on  these  topics.  (We  are  one)  I educate  and  paint  and 
write  my  muse  to  this  effort.  I belong  to  organizations  that  help  me 
fight  these  battles.  ONE  step  at  a time.  These  are  where  my  strengths 
lie  today.  At  present,  I am  not  armed  to  fight  other  battles  that  may 
equally  concern  me,  because  they  are  not  my  calling  at  this  time.  Maybe 
tomorrow  but  for  today  my  energies  are  focused  on  one  thing,  and  I 


believe  this  to  be  my  calling  for  today.  I feel  that  many  avenues  have 

been  opened  up  for  me  and  literally  laid  in  my  lap.  The  writing  on  the 

wall,  sos  to  speak.  Many  such  as  Doe  Morgan  and  RavenWolf,  and  Robert 
Laughing  Owl  (to  name  a few)  have  guided  me  People  that  know  me  are  in 

no  doubt  as  to  what  I stand  for,  and  sometimes  this  alone  brings  about 

changes.  I try  and  listen,  even  when  it  is  not  easy  to  do  so  and  even 
if  I don't  want  to  hear.  Even  when  I want  to  shout  and  scream  and  wail 
obscenities  or  even  when  I feel  violent  and  think  that  what  this  person 
is  doing  is  so  horrible  to  Mother  Earth,  that  I wonder  does  he  deserve 
to  be  on  the  same  planet.  Even  when  I think  this  is  a good  day  to  die. 

But  we  can  always  find  a back  door.  There  are  many  ways  of  solving 
issues.  The  red  fox  has  been  a constant  guiding  spirit  for  me.  The  fox 
is  rarely  seen  but  has  ways  of  protecting  her  family,  rarely  using 
direct  confrontation,  unless  pushed  or  cornered.  She  knows  her  enemy 
very  well. 

What  is  your  calling?  Listen  to  your  inner  voices.  What  talents  did 
the  Creator  give  you?  Use  them. 

Some  people  will  never  listen.  Some  battles  will  be  longer  and  harder, 
but  it  does  not  mean  we  give  up  or  say  because  "all"  can  not  be  changed, 
nothing  can  be  changed.  Maybe  "all"  can  not  be  changed  but  "some" 

can one  step  at  a time. 

Karen  (redfox)  Mitchell 
My  Studio-Florida 

"RE : Inco  to  Shut  4 Mines"  

Date:  Wed,  19  Nov  1997  08:07:48  -0400 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : Globe  & Mail  - Inco  to  Shut  4 Mines 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Inco  to  shut  4 mines  in  bid  to  slash  costs 

Firm  to  refocus  on  Voisey's  Bay,  Indonesian  operations 

Wednesday,  November  19,  1997 

By  lanet  Mcfarland 

The  Globe  and  Mail 

TORONTO  --  Inco  Ltd.  will  close  four  high-cost  mines  in  Ontario  and 
restructure  operations  in  Manitoba  to  focus  on  new  production  sites  such 
as  its  Voisey's  Bay  project  in  Labrador. 

At  a presentation  yesterday  in  Toronto,  senior  executives  painted  a 
picture  of  a "new"  Inco  that  will  slash  costs,  reduce  capital 


From  gans@netcom.com  Wed  Dec  3 06:32:02  1997 
Date:  Tue,  2 Dec  1997  19:44:26  -0800 
From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.049 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM,  BIGMT,  Triballaw  & FoL-L  lists; 

Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  UUCP  email; 

Blue  Eagle  Newsletter;  NASC  News;  Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  heard  that  long  ago  there  was  a time  when  there  were  no  people  in  this 
country  except  Indians.  After  that  the  people  began  to  hear  of  men  that 
had  white  skins;  they  had  been  seen  far  to  the  east.  Before  I was  born 
they  came  out  to  our  country  and  visited  us.  The  man  who  came  was  from 
the  Government.  He  wanted  to  make  a treaty  with  us,  and  to  give  us 
presents,  blankets,  and  guns,  and  flint  and  steel  and  knives." 

"The  Head  Chief  told  him  that  we  needed  none  of  these  things.  He  said, 

'We  have  our  buffalo  and  our  corn.  These  things  the  Ruler  gave  us,  and 
they  are  all  we  need.  See  this  robe.  This  keeps  me  warm  in  the  winter. 

I need  no  blanket . ' " 

"The  white  men  had  with  them  some  cattle,  and  the  Pawnee  Chief  said, 

'Lead  out  a heifer  here  on  the  prarie! ' They  led  her  out,  and  the  Chief, 
stepping  up  to  her,  shot  her  through  behind  the  shoulder  with  his  arrow, 
and  she  fell  down  and  died.  Then  the  Chief  said,  'Will  not  my  arrow 
kill?  I do  not  need  your  guns.'  Then  he  took  his  stone  knife  and 
skinned  the  heifer,  and  cut  off  a piece  of  fat  meat.  When  he  had  done 
this  he  said,  'Why  should  I take  your  knives?  The  Ruler  has  given  me 
something  to  cut  with.'" 


Then  taking  the  fine  sticks,  he  kindled  a fire  to  roast  the  meat,  and 
while  it  was  cooking,  he  spoke  again  and  said,  'You  see,  my  brother. 

The  Ruler  has  given  us  all  we  need  for  killing  meat,  or  for  cultivating 
the  ground.  Now  go  back  to  the  country  from  whence  you  came.  We  do  not 
want  your  presents,  and  do  not  want  you  to  come  to  our  country.'" 

_ Curly  Chief,  Pawnee 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I want  to  thank  each  and  every  one  of  you  who  have  stood  for  the  People, 
have  sent  help  to  the  list  below,  or  spoken  out  against  racist  stereotyping 
of  our  People.  If  you  open  the  eyes  of  just  one  person  you  to  his  or  her 
bigotry  (intentional  and  unintentional)  you  make  a better  tomorrow  for  our 
children.  If  you  send  one  can  of  soup  or  one  blanket,  and  it  helps  an 
elder  survive  you  have  helped  mend  the  Circle. 

I apologize  for  not  sending  thanks  to  those  who  have  helped.  In  my 
anxiety  to  urge  others  to  follow  your  lead  I singled  out  a few  individuals; 
but  failed  to  acknowledge  and  honor  the  gifts  of  others.  I meant  no 
disrespect.  I ask  your  forgiveness,  and  send  thanks  for  all  you  do, 
whoever  you  are,  wherever  you  are. 

For  some  interesting  reading  point  your  web  browser  to  www.lstbooks.com 
and  download  Colville  Tribal  Member,  Gary  Joseph's  new  book,  "Quest  for 
Dignity:  Synthesizing  in  Indian  Recovery"  which  can  be  either  read  on 
screen  or  printed  out. 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 

and  to  the  individual  freedoms 
borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and 
Choctaw  Confederacies, 
as  incorporated  in  the  United 
States  Constitution, 
so  that  my  forefathers 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain 
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The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


I am  very  pleased  to  share  the  following  exchange: 

Date:  Wed,  26  Nov  1997  21:11:54  -0500  (EST) 

From:  HVIDE0885@aol.com 

Sub j : donations  of  coats,  sweaters,  shoes 

After  reading  the  conditions  out  there  I spoke  with  a friend  of  mine  who 
is  NA.  She  knew  of  a truck  a few  hours  from  here  who  was  loading  things 
for  the  reservations.  We  got  together  with  a few  friends  and  collected 
clothing,  shoes,  purses  for  the  women,  blue  jeans,  coats  and  sweaters. 

Many  of  these  things  are  like  new,  some  just  need  cleaning. 

I spoke  with  another  friend  of  mine  who  works  with  the  needy  in  my  home 
town.  She  is  the  most  giving  and  caring  woman  I have  ever  met.  After 
telling  her  what  I wanted,  she  said  she  would  give  me  a call.  Well,  she 


called  me  a few  days  later  and  her  garage  is  full  of  coats,  sweaters, 
shoes,  etc.  It  is  too  much  to  ship  through  the  mail.  She  also  has 
furniture,  dishes,  bed  linens,  blankets,  and  almost  anything  anyone  could 
need . 

When  you  share  these  things  with  the  people,  would  you  please  give  credit 
where  credit  is  due.  The  person  who  helps  me  in  understanding  the  Native 
American  Culture  is  of  the  First  Nations  people.  Her  name  is  Little 
Sunshine  and  she  is  MiqMac.  Her  words  of  wisdom  and  knowledge  have  taught 
me  much.  Also,  the  person  who  has  allowed  me  to  collect  these  things  (with 
more  to  come)  is  Barb  Swartz.  I am  just  a vehicle  the  Creator  has  chosen  to 
connect  these  two  people  to  do  what  needs  to  be  done  to  help  those  in  need. 
May  the  Creator  help  us  in  our  efforts, 

Sharon 


Here  is  a new  entry  From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

I guess  a good  place  to  send  them  would  be  Bonnie  Whitesinger ' s place. 
Although  she  is  spending  the  weekdays  in  Tuba  City  so  she  can  get  her 
dialysis  treatments,  she  is  home  weekends,  and  her  husband.  Bob,  is  there 
all  week.  I am  sure  she  or  Bob  would  see  that  they  got  spread  around. 

Her  address  is  Box  1073,  Hotevilla,  AZ  86030.  Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver 
to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

David  Swallow  or  Gerald  Ice 
% Gerald  ice 
P.0.  Box  199 
Wounded  Knee,  SD  57794 

Or.  . . 

3oe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

3oe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

Another  contact  is  actually  two  projects:  One  is  Santa's  Workshop  and  the 
other  is  called  Wakanheja  Tipi.  They  are  both  run  by  Liam  Paterson  and  his 
wife. 

Liam  Paterson 
1434  Creek  Road 
Manheim,  PA  17545 
717-665-2727 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 


From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 


If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  on  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. THOMAS_J +@A  L BANY . VA . GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer.  . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

From:  Susanna  Shreeve  <susanna@rain .org> 

Direct  Relief  International  provides  medical-related  items,  but  requires 
paperwork/assessment  well  in  advance  of  the  emergency. 

Tribes  can  call: 

Laura  Carlos 

805-730-8610  or  voice  message  964-4767;  fax  681-4838. 

From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http: //rtt . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  the  Cherry  Cree 
and  Bridger  communities  on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 


Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Holy 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.0.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Keeler  and  Freidan  Condon 
Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
P.0.  Box  181 
Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Keeler  Condon 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
House  #11 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 

From:  FNAIC@aol.com 

Walking  Shield  in  Southern  California  regularly  send  truck  loads  of  food, 
clothing  and  needed  items  to  many  reservations . They  are  located  at  2472 
Chambers  Rd.  Tustin,  CA.  922680  telephone  714-573-1434  Hugh  Stevens  is  the 
boss,  they  will  only  take  fairly  new  and  clean  used  items  - any  new  items 
and  donations  form  large  corps.  They  seem  to  be  on  the  up  and  up  and  have 
helped  many  local  reservations  and  native  organizations.  Carol 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez' 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Include  some  name/info  for  me  to  verify 
where  gifts  will  be  sent  and  how.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 
I am  especially  concerned  about  the  lack  of  contacts  for  the  Montana  Rez's 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 

=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\=/\= 


Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 
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"RE : Elders  Beaten  at  Plymouth"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Nov  1997  09:27:04  -0800 
From:  TxRose8018 

Sub j : Thurs  Nov  27,  1997  Blue  Eagle  Newsletter-URGENT  NEWS  RELEASE 
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Editor:  TxRose8018@aol . com/Blue  Eagle  Wm 
Sagonigei  Awohali 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

My  Friends, 

Today  we  received  a variety  of  AP  and  UP  reports ....  here  is  a sample  one: 
Annual  Indian  Rally  Sparks  Violence 
.c  The  Associated  Press 

PLYMOUTH,  Mass.  (AP)  - An  annual  American  Indian  gathering  in  this  town 
where  Thanksgiving  began  turned  violent  Thursday  when  police  confronted  a 
group  of  Indians  trying  to  march  through  the  center  of  town. 

About  20  protesters  from  the  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  were 
arrested  by  police  and  charged  with  disorderly  conduct. 

Police  refused  to  release  any  information  about  the  event  and  declined  to 
comment  on  the  arrests. 

Witnesses  said  the  disturbance  began  when  Indian  protesters  and  hundreds  of 
supporters  tried  to  march  through  the  historic  center  of  Plymouth. 

Chris  Groden,  an  American  Indian,  said  police  sprayed  mace  directly  into 
several  people's  eyes. 

Earlier  in  the  day  a group  re-enacting  the  first  Thanksgiving  marched  down 
the  same  road  dressed  in  traditional  Pilgrim  costumes  in  an  annual  event 
called  the  Pilgrim  Progress  walk. 

Groden  said  he  objected  to  that  walk  because  the  people  portraying 
Pilgrims  show  up  "with  a bible  in  one  hand  and  a musket  in  the  other.  And 
guess  who  the  musket  was  aimed  at?" 

Members  of  the  Plymouth  Historical  Alliance  said  earlier  this  week  that 
they  have  tried  unsuccessfully  to  negotiate  a compromise  with  the  Indians. 

No  Historical  Alliance  members  could  be  reached  after  the  disturbance. 

<<>><<>><<>> 

That  is  the  same  way  we  have  been  treated  these  many  years 

on  Thanksgiving. . . 

today 

our  Grandmothers  & Grandfathers  were  beaten 

and  our  Mothers 

and  our  children 

there  are  some  among  us  who  were  there  to  witness 

the  following  is  a letter  from  a child 
Sub j : Plymouth. 

Date:  97-11-27  20:27:34  EST 
From:  KiKiTal3 

This  afternoon,  there  was  a gathering  of  native  americans  from  many  different 
tribes  to  reflect  on  this  day  as  a day  of  mourning.  Grieving  the  loss  of  our 
land  to  the  new  comers  that  we  trusted  and  fed  and  sheltered.  A short 
distance  away  there  was  a parade  celebrating  Thanksgiving.  The  Plymouth 
Police  issued  a statement  yesterday  to  the  newspapers  that  if  the  Indians  got 
together  on  the  hill  for  their  ceremony  at  the  statue  of  Massasoit,they  would 
be  dispersed  by  whatever  means  necessary.  While  the  news  media  were 
present, the  police  were  peaceful  and  did  not  interrupt.  As  soon  as  the 
cameras  were  gone,  the  police  moved  in  aggressively  with  tear  gas  and 
billyclubs.  The  young  men  present(  Our  warriors)  tried  to  protect  our  elders, 
including  my  grandmother,  Firewoman  Emerton(  Age  70),  who  is  the  clan 
mother  of  the  Abenaki  Nation,  and  Grandfather  Oak, ( Age  97  in  December  ), 
but  many  of  them  were  injured  by  the  billyclubs  and  tear  gas.  One  of  the 
elders  was  taken  to  a hospital  with  very  serious  injuries.  All  our  people  are 
free  now  on  bail.  They  will  be  in  court  tomorrow  and  monday.  My  grandmother 


is  a very  well  educated  native  woman  and,  in  hen  opinion,  the  civil  rights  of 
our  people  were  violated.  Please  let  the  public  know  what  happened  in 
Plymouth  Mass  today  when  the  cameras  were  turned  away.  Thankyou! 

Ki-Ki-Ta  ( Little  Rabbit  ) 

"RE : Letter  of  Plymouth  Protest"  

Date:  97-11-27  22:05:52  EST 
From:  Naupakal 

Sub j : letter  of  Plymouth  Protest 

<><><><><><><>NASC  NEWS< ><><>< ><><><> 

Kwai  Swan  ~ 

Today  I received  word  from  my  sister  in  Massachusetts  that  our  step  mother 
had  been  a part  of  a quiet  protest  at  Plymouth  Rock  today.  She  tells  me 
that  among  the  many  tribes  that  were  present.  Elders,  my  step  mother 
Firewoman  who  is  in  her  70's  and  is  an  asthmatic,  and  Grandfather  Oak  who 
will  be  97  were  attacked  with  tear  gas  and  clubbed  for  their  part  in  the 
protest. .. .My  family  is  looking  into  civil  and  human  rights  violations  and 
at  this  time  are  asking  to  get  the  word  out  to  the  people  that  this 
senseless  act  of  violence  is  intolerable.  Flow  much  trouble  and  violence  can 
a 70  year  old  woman  and  a 97  year  old  man  stir  up  to  cause  such  physical 

abuse? If  there  is  anyone  who  can  help  them  or  is  interested  in  this 

event,  we  would  appreciate  hearing  from  you 

Thank  you  very  much  from  my  family  and  all  of  our  relations... 

"RE:  Plymouth  Rocked  by  Police  Violence"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Nov  1997  19:29:28  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Mahtowin  Munro  & Moonanum  lames  <uainel9@IDT.NET> 

Sub j : Plymouth  Rocked  by  Police  Violence 

UUCP  email 

We  would  appreciate  your  disseminating  this.  The  AP  and  other  stories 
are  not  very  accurate.  We  also  would  appreciate  your  relaying  this  to 
Grandpa  Bear  if  you  are  still  in  touch  with  him.  Thank  you. 

[Sisters  and  brothers:  We  are  the  organizers  of  National  Day  of  Mourning 
in  Plymouth.  This  is  the  statement  that  we  gave  at  a press  conference  today 
following  the  arraignment  of  some  of  us  who  were  arrested  following  a police 
attack  on  us  in  Plymouth  on  "Thanksgiving"  day.  The  balance  of  the  people 
who  were  arrested  will  be  arraigned  on  Tuesday  morning.  As  far  as  we  know, 
although  there  were  some  injuries  on  our  side,  no  one  was  seriously  harmed. 
Please  share  our  statement  with  others  so  that  they  may  know  how  the  cops 
assaulted  Indian  people  in  Plymouth  on  Thanksgiving  day.  We  will  keep  folks 
updated . ] 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England 

P.0.  Box  7501;  Quincy,  MA  02269 

Telephone  617-773-0406;  e-mail:  uainel9@idt.net 

UAINE  STATEMENT  November  28,  1997 

This  year,  we  chose  to  let  the  Pilgrim  Progress  parade  march  without 
interference  from  us.  We  were  not  even  in  town  when  they  marched.  Our 
leaving  them  alone  made  no  difference  to  the  cops  and  to  the  town  fathers 
of  Plymouth. 

Clearly,  the  only  ones  with  a right  to  march  in  Plymouth  are  the 
descendants  of  the  Pilgrims.  Clearly,  the  only  ones  with  a right  to  speak 
in  Plymouth  are  the  descendants  of  the  Pilgrims. 

Every  inch  of  this  land  is  Indian  land.  We  do  not  need  a permit  to 
march  on  this  land.  We  do  not  need  a permit  to  assemble  on  this  land.  We 
do  not  need  a permit  to  raise  our  voices  in  protest. 

Plymouth  was  turned  into  an  armed  camp  of  cops  yesterday.  The  racism 
and  cruelty  of  "America's  Flome  Town"  were  on  display  for  the  world  to  see. 


Yesterday,  the  cops  conducted  a carefully  orchestrated  campaign  of 
harassment  and  brutality.  As  supporters  began  to  arrive  for  National  Day 
of  Mourning,  cops  were  videotaping  them.  They  had  police  informers 
planted  in  the  crowd.  Our  negotiators  made  every  effort  to  speak  to  the 
cops  about  our  marching  peacefully.  The  cops  refused  to  talk  with  them. 
They  gave  no  warning  before  they  charged  into  the  crowd  and  began  making 
arrests . 

We  had  women  and  children  grouped  at  the  front  of  the  march  to  make  it 
clear  that  we  did  not  want  a confrontation.  The  cops  did  not  care. 

The  cop  assault  was  completely  unprovoked. 

They  arrested  25  of  us.  They  knocked  people  to  the  ground  and  forced 
pepper  spray  into  their  mouths  and  eyes.  They  even  put  pepper  spray  into 
the  eyes  of  an  8-year-old  boy  and  an  11-year-old  boy.  They  arrested  a 
Penobscot  elder  and  medicine  person,  Sam  Sapiel.  They  arrested  people  who 
had  stepped  to  the  sidewalk  and  tried  to  get  away.  They  knocked  people  to 
the  ground  and  then  charged  them  with  assault  and  battery. 

Clearly  the  town  of  Plymouth,  the  Plymouth  police,  Massachusetts  state 
troopers  and  other  police  forces  have  declared  war  on  Native  Americans  and 
those  who  support  our  struggle.  We  will  not  be  intimidated  by  these 
police  terror  tactics. 

We  have  all  of  this  on  videotape.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  we  are 
telling  the  truth  about  what  happened. 

Every  single  person  arrested  yesterday  was  guilty  of  only  one  thing: 
daring  to  stand  up  and  support  the  Native  struggle. 

We  want  to  thank  all  of  the  people  --  from  the  four  directions  --  who 
were  arrested  yesterday  for  staying  strong.  We  want  the  press  to  know 
that  the  cops  were  particularly  brutal  to  our  Black  sisters  and  brothers 
who  stood  with  us.  We  would  also  like  to  thank  those  who  stood  by  us  by 
raising  bail  money  and  rallying  outside  of  the  Plymouth  Police  station 
until  each  of  us  was  released. 

Word  has  spread  quickly  about  the  police  riot  in  Plymouth  yesterday.  We 
have  phone  calls  and  e-mails  pouring  in  from  Native  people  and  non-Native 
supporters  everywhere,  asking  what  they  can  do  to  help  us. 

If  the  powers  that  be  think  that  we  are  going  to  be  intimidated  by  their 
police  terror  tactics,  they  are  wrong.  It  will  only  strengthen  the 
resolve  of  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  and  many  others  to  fight 
back  against  racism  and  police  brutality. 

We  have  come  to  Plymouth  every  year  since  1970  for  National  Day  of 
Mourning.  We  will  not  stop  coming  to  Plymouth.  We  will  continue  to  raise 
our  voices  in  protest. 

We  are  not  vanishing.  We  are  not  conquered.  We  are  as  strong  as  ever. 

"RE : More  on  Plymouth  Travesty"  

Date:  Sat,  29  Nov  1997  09:11:22  -0500  (EST) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : More  on  Plymouth  Travesty 

UUCP  email 

As  I keep  mentioning — these  People  are  known  to  me  personally- -which  is 
no  pat  on  my  back,  but,  having  worked  with,  danced  and  talked  with,  sat  at 
the  campfire  with — please  know,  these  are  good  People  who  do  the  best 
they  can  — are  not  rabble  rousers  or  out  for  trouble.  What  has  happened 
at  Plymouth  is  mind  boggling — there  has  been  nothing  on  the  news  down 
here- -two  personal  posts  to  me  have  stated  the  coverage  was  not  all  that 
big,  is  dwindling — what  does  that  tell  us?  We  saw  Rodney  King  how  many 
thousand  times  in  CA,  and  the  Long  Island  incident? 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Fri,  Nov  28,  1997  7:35  PM  EDT 
From:  Seaspirit5 

My  dear  friends. 

My  name  is  Mishanagqus  and  I am  the  youngest  daughter  of  Firewoman 
Emerton,  one  of  the  elders  attacked  yesterday  in  Plymouth  MA.  I would 


first  of  all  like  to  thank  you  for  your  thoughts  and  prayers,  as  well  as 
your  ear  last  evening  when  my  youngest  son  was  so  very  distraught  over  the 
assault  on  our  people,  including  his  grandmother. 

My  understanding  from  my  mother  today  is  that  this  was  an  unprovoked, 
"let's  get  rid  of  them",  type  of  attack,  which  was  planned.  The  small 
town  of  Plymouth,  MA  is  not  in  any  position  to  have  readily  available  to 
them  approximately  150  police  officers  armed  with  pepper  gas,  mace,  tear 
gas,  and  billy  clubs.  The  previous  day  there  was  an  article  in  the 
Plymouth  paper  which  was  meant  to  scare  our  people  into  staying  away  from 
our  day  of  mourning  ceremonies,  (which  include  prayers  and  words  of  wisdom 
from  our  elders  about  what  we  must  do  to  protect  our  children  from  having 
their  culture  wiped  out).  The  article  said  that  the  authorities  would 
take  what  ever  steps  were  necessary  to  keep  the  "indians"  from  interfering 

with  their  thanksgiving  day  parade but  interference  was  not  the 

purpose  nor  the  intention  of  our  gathering.  This  is  always  a peaceful 
time  for  gathering  and  reflecting  on  the  betrayal  of  trust  which  our 
ancestors  suffered,  and  a time  for  helping  our  children  to  understand  the 
significance  of  education  to  preserve  and  protect  what  little  remains  of 
our  Nation.  We  always  get  together  after  the  gathering  at  the  statue  of 
Massasoit  and  our  elders  and  leaders  have  spoken,  and  we  have  a feast  of 

thanksgiving not  so  unlike  the  thanksgiving  feast  which  is  celebrated 

by  the  new  comers  to  our  land. 

This  attack  was  much  worse  than  any  media  have  shown  you in  fact  it 

was  more  like  a Police  riot  against  our  people.  We  have  members  of  our 
Nation  who  video  recorded  this  attack  as  well  as  the  gathering  prior  to 
the  assault. 

It  is  clearly  and  concisely  a racial  attack  which  not  only  violated  our 
civil  rights  as  human  beings,  but  also  caused  much  physical  harm  to  our 
people.  Some  elders  were  taken  to  the  hospital  on  stretchers. .. .the 
extent  of  their  injuries  is  unknown  to  me  at  this  time,  however  I beg  you 
please  do  not  let  this  attack  go  un-noticed.  It  is  not  my  intent  to  fuel 
any  fires,  but  please  let  every  tribe  within  every  Nation  know  that  this 
is  REAL,  it  happened,  it  happens  more  than  many  are  aware  of. 

The  question  of  how  can  anyone  help  is  being  presented  as  I write.  This 
is  a tough  time  of  the  year  financially  for  everyone,  however,  there  will 
be  a "victim"  fund  established  to  help  with  legal  fees  and  medical  bills. 

If  it  will  not  take  away  from  your  own  family,  and  you  would  like  to  help 
in  that  way,  please  contact  Firewoman  at:  Menahan@AOL.com  She  will  be 
happy  to  provide  interviews  to  any  and  all  organizations  as  well  as  media. 
The  local  television  stations  in  MA  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  hear 
the  reality  of  what  happened  in  Plymouth  and  there  has  been  some  response 
from  reporters  for  those  stations  which  we  feel  is  positive.  We  simply 
need  to  let  the  U.S.  government  know  that  we  are  still  being  abused  and  our 
civil  rights  are  still  being  violated  and  now  this  has  gone  a step  further. 
. . . .we  could  easily  have  lost  lives  in  this  attack.  Our  young  warriors 
sheltered  those  who  could  not  withstand  this  attack,  with  their  own  bodies. 

Many  of  them  are  beaten  badly. 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  Firewoman  at  the  above  address  for  further 
factual  information.  Please  keep  us  in  your  prayers. 

Thank  you  once  again.  Mishanagqus 

"RE : Plymouth  Issue  Flelp"  

Date:  Sun,  30  Nov  1997  08:17:33  -0500  (EST) 

From:  FirehairSS@aol.com 

Sub j : How  to  help,  where  to  send- -Plymouth  issue 

UUCP  email 

Kwai  Firehair  and  All  Who  Are  Concerned  - 

At  this  time,  I am  receiving  word  from  Firewoman,  who  has  instructed  me  and 
all  those  who  are  concerned  to  continue  in  a phone  call  campaign  to  the 
representatives  listed  below  and  also  let  (those  who  are  able)  know  that  a 
fund  for  the  victims  has  been  set  up  at  the  Inter-Tribal  Council  of  Tolba 
Menahan  and  the  address  for  that  is:  I.C.T.M.  P.O.  BOX  440384  West 


Somerville,  MA  02144  This  contribution  campaign  is  strictly  to  benefit 
those  people  who  were  assaulted  in  the  Plymouth  incident  for  medical 
expenses,  legal  fees  and  other  related  attack  costs. 

These  contributions  are  not  intended  to  cause  any  hardship  or  financial 
burden  to  others  at  a time  when  we  are  all  struggling  to  pay  for  heat,  etc. 
To  anyone  contributing  it  should  clearly  say:  Plymouth  Victims  Fund  on  the 
envelope . 

There  are  ways  to  help  without  a contribution,  and  that  is  the  phone  call 
campaign  to  voice  opinions  about  the  civil  rights  violations  and  our  outrage 
at  the  excessive  force  used  . 

All  that  you  do  is  greatly  appreciated,  I will  be  thankful  for  your  help. 
Peace  and  be  well, 

Naupaka  (Athenia  Williams) 

CNN  - Feedback  (Keyword  to:  http://www.cnn.com/feedback/) 

Massachusetts  Government  (Keyword  to: 
aol : //4344: 341 . ag4govt . 1399183 . 518881189) 

SENATOR  THERESE  MURRAY  (Keyword  to: 

http : //www. magnet . state . ma . us/legis /member /t_m0 . htm) 

http : //www. magnet . state . ma . us/legis /member /t_m0 . htm 

SENATOR  THERESE  MURRAY 

Room  511-C 

State  House 

Boston,  MA  02133 

Telephone:  (617)  722-1330 

Fax  No. : (617)  722-1072 

Murray@senate. state .ma .us 

State  House  E-Mail  Address:  TMurray@senate.state.ma.us 

District  Office 

225  South  Water  Street 

Plymouth,  MA  02360 

Telephone:  (508)  746-9332 

Party  Affiliation  - DEMOCRAT 

DISTRICT  REPRESENTED:  PLYMOUTH  AND  BARNSTABLE.  - Hanson,  Kingston, 

Pembroke,  Plymouth,  Plympton  and  Wareham,  in  the  county  of  Plymouth;  and 
Bourne,  Falmouth,  precincts  numbered  one,  two,  three,  five,  six  and 
eight,  and  Sandwich,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable. 

EDUCATION:  Midwest  Academy,  '74;  Northeastern  University;  El  Camino 
College. 


REPRESENTATIVE  30SEPH  R.  GALLITANO  (Keyword  to: 

http : //www. magnet . state . ma . us/legis /member/ j rgl . htm) 

http : //www. magnet . state . ma . us/legis /member/ j rgl . htm 

Room  39 

State  House 

Boston,  MA  02133 

Telephone:  (617)  722-2240 

Party  Affiliation  - DEMOCRAT 

E-Mail  Address:  Rep.3osephGallitano@state.ma.us 

DISTRICT  REPRESENTED:  precincts  one,  two,  three,  four,  five,  six,  seven, 
eight,  nine,  ten,  and  twelve,  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of 
Plymouth . 

EDUCATION:  Boston  University,  B.S.  '68;  New  England  School  of  Law,  D.D. 
'74. 

PROFESSION:  Attorney. 


REPRESENTATIVE  THOMAS  3.  O'BRIEN  (Keyword  to: 

http : //www. magnet . state . ma . us/legis /member /tjol . htm) 

http : //www. magnet . state . ma . us/legis /member /tjol . htm 

Room  33 

State  House 

Boston,  MA  02133 


Telephone:  (617)  722-2060 

Party  Affiliation  - DEMOCRAT 

E-Mail  Address:  Rep.ThomasO'Brien@state.ma.us 

America's  Homepage!!  Plymouth, MA  (Keyword  to:  http://media3.com/plymouth/) 
http://media3.com/plymouth/ 

Mass  Governors  E-Mail  Address  (Keyword  to:  wweld@state.ma.us) 

"RE : still  No  Dudley  George  Inquiry"  - — 

Date:  Sat,  29  Nov  1997  22:48:55  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Still  no  inquiry  into  death  of  Dudley  George 

Forwarded  message: 

Date:  Fri,  28  Nov  1997  21:03:09  -0400  (EDT) 

From:  thassan@trentu . ca 

Subject:  Still  no  inquiry  into  death  of  Dudley  George 
Ontario: 

Still  no  commitment  for  an  Inquiry  into  the  death  of  Dudley  George 
by  Den  Metcalfe 

Evidence  of  the  Ontario  government's  involvement  in  the  shooting  death  of 
Dudley  George  continues  to  emerge  despite  denials  of  any  connection  by 
Premier  Mike  Harris.  It  has  been  over  two  years  since  Dudley  George  was 
shot  and  killed  by  Ontario  Provincial  Police  (OPP)  Sergeant  Kenneth  Deane. 
Calls  for  a public  inquiry  into  his  death  continue  to  be  ignored  by  Queen's 
Park. 

In  early  September  1995,  Aazhoodenaang  (Stoney  Point  First  Nation) 
members  moved  into  a part  of  their  original  reserve  that  contains  a burial 
ground.  This  land  was  made  into  Ipperwash  Provincial  Park  by  the  Ontario 
government  in  1936.  The  remaining  reserve  land  was  appropriated  by  the 
federal  government  in  1942  in  an  abuse  of  the  War  Measures  Act.  Stoney 
Point  members  were  displaced  across  Ontario.  Some  were  able  to  purchase 
low-quality  land  at  the  neighbouring  Kettle  Points  reserve.  Some  Stoney 
Point  members  returned  to  their  reserve  in  1992.  A year  earlier,  an  elder 
had  been  buried  at  Stoney  Point  which  emphasized  the  importance  of  Stoney 
Point  members  being  able  to  return  to  their  reserve.  Also  1992  marked  the 
50th  anniversary  of  expulsion  of  Stoney  Point  members  which  further 
inspired  thoughts  of  returning  home.  Since  1992,  Stoney  Point  members  have 
been  living  on  their  reserve. 

The  OPP  did  not  take  large-scale  action  against  the  Stoney  Point  members' 
return  home  until  September  1995.  The  OPP  called  on  the  Canadian  army  for 
military  equipment  which  included  two  Huey  helicopters,  armoured  personnel 
carriers,  gas  masks,  night  vision  goggles  and  equipment  for  intercepting 
cellular  telephone  calls.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  OPP  officers  were  sent  to 
Stoney  Point  to  confront  about  35  Stoney  Point  members,  including  children. 

"My  brother  Dudley  died  for  the  struggle  for  the  self-determination  of 
Stoney  Point  and  the  protection  of  our  sacred  burial  grounds.  And  just 
because  Sergeant  Deane  has  [been  charged  with]  pulling  the  trigger  and 
killing  Dudley .. .this  doesn't  mean  it's  over,"  said  Pierre  George,  Dudley 
George's  brother,  at  a demonstration  in  Toronto  last  May.  "Mike  Harris's 
press  secretary  said  'Mike  Harris  has  been  very  upfront  and  open  and  honest 
about  his  own  position.'  Well  Mike  Harris,  let's  be  honest  and  upfront. 

Give  us  a commitment  for  a date  for  a public  inquiry,"  George  said. 

According  to  opposition  MPP  Gerry  Phillips,  evidence  contradicts  Harris's 
claim  that  he  had  no  involvement  in  what  happened  on  September  6,  1995  at 
Stoney  Point. 

On  May  29,  1996  the  Toronto  Star  reported  that  they  had  obtained  evidence 
of  a secret  meeting  held  the  day  before  Dudley  George  was  killed. 
Participants  of  the  meeting  included:  Deb  Hutton,  a key  advisor  to  Mike 
Harris;  MPP  Dan  Newman,  assistant  to  Attorney  General  and  Minister  of 
Indian  Affairs  Charles  Harnick;  and  OPP  Superintendent  Ron  Fox. 
Representatives  from  the  Ontario  Native  Affairs  Secretariat  and  the 
Ministry  of  Natural  Resources  are  also  reported  to  have  been  present. 

Notes  to  this  meeting  were  leaked  to  the  public  in  Duly  1997. 


The  notes  state  that  "public  safety  and  removing  the  trespassers  from  the 
park  are  the  key  objectives."  The  former  chief  of  Kettle  Point , Tom 
Bressette,  said  that  he  was  informed  that  the  order  to  "get  those  fucking 
Indians  out  of  the  park,  even  if  you  have  to  draw  guns"  was  given  at  the 
meeting.  Memos  were  faxed  between  Lambton  County  MPP  Marcel  Beaubien's 
office  and  Queen's  Park  regarding  their  intentions  about  the  people  at 
Stoney  Point.  A September  5,  1995  fax  from  Marcel  Beaubien's  office  says: 

"We  are  not  dealing  with  your  decent  native  citizen,  we  are  dealing  with 
thugs ....  Enough  is  enough.  Where  is  the  leadership  from  not  only  the 
provincial  officials,  but  the  federal  off icials . . . .We  must  come  to  our 
senses  and  take  back  control  before  something  irreparable  happens."  The 
next  day  Dudley  George  was  killed. 

Even  Brian  Adkin,  president  of  the  Ontario  Police  Association  (OPA),  would 
like  to  see  an  inquiry  take  place.  "I  hope  that  the  resources  that  would  be 
attached  to  an  inquiry  would  be  used  to  deal  with  this  issue  and  solve  the 
problems,"  he  said  after  Deane  was  convicted  of  killing  Dudley  George. 
"There's  problems  with  all  levels  of  government  here  in  looking  after  these 
situations. .. .Our  members  are  in  the  middle  of  it,"  Adkin  said.  The  OPA  is 
supporting  Deane  in  an  appeal  of  his  conviction. 

Harris  still  refuses  to  hold  a public  inquiry  because,  he  says,  there  are 
still  matters  before  the  courts. 

However,  the  precedent  exists  to  hold  an  inquiry  while  court  hearings 
proceed.  Still,  opposition  members,  Stoney  Point  members.  Kettle  Point 
members  and  human  rights  activists  say  they  would  settle  for  Harris  to 
commit  to  a public  inquiry  after  the  completion  of  court  cases. 

Included  in  the  organizations  calling  for  a public  inquiry  are  the 
Canadian  Alliance  in  Solidarity  with  Native  Peoples,  the  Chiefs  of  Ontario, 
the  Ontario  Federation  of  Labour,  the  National  Action  Committee  on  the 
Status  of  Women,  Amnesty  International  and  the  Ontario  Public  Service 
Employees  Union.  Members  of  Dudley  George's  family  from  Kettle  Point  are 
holding  a demonstration  to  call  for  an  inquiry  in  Toronto  on  Saturday, 
November  18  at  11:00  a.m.  at  Queen's  Park. 

End  forwarded  message 

The  petition  demanding  a public  inquiry  into  Dudley  George's  death  is 
posted  at: 

chttp: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Ipperwash/ sppetit . html> 

To  sign  by  email:  send  a message  to  <sisis@envirolink.org>  with  "petition 
in  the  subject  header  and  "I  support  the  Stoney  Point  petition"  along  with 
your  name  and  your  city/province  of  residence  in  the  body  of  your  message. 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.0.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : Aboriginal  Radio  Proposal  Loses"  

Date:  Mon,  01  Dec  1997  17:30:14  -0500 
From:  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Aboriginal  radio  proposal  loses  out 

December,  1997 

Aboriginal  radio  proposal  loses  out 
By  Paul  Barnsley 
Windspeaker  Staff  Writer 
TORONTO 

An  Ontario  radio  station  owner  tried  to  invest  almost  $2  million  towards 
establishing  a national  Aboriginal  radio  network  but  he  couldn't  get  a 
broadcasting  license  from  the  Canadian  Radio-Television 
Telecommunications  Commission. 


Doug  Bingley,  controlling  shareholder  of  Barrie's  Rock  95  FM,  said  he 
learned  a lot  about  the  frustrations  that  Aboriginal  people  encounter 
when  they  deal  with  the  federal  government  after  he  attempted  to  obtain 
a space  on  the  FM  dial  for  a joint  venture  with  Aboriginal  Voices,  an 
Aboriginal-owned  quarterly  magazine  that  is  based  in  Toronto. 

"The  Broadcasting  Act  and  CRTC  policy  encourages  Aboriginal 
participation,"  Bingley  said.  "Based  on  that,  the  frequency  should  have 
been  awarded  to  our  proposal.  But  it  wasn't.  I see  Aboriginal 
broadcasting  as  a big  issue.  I read  the  policy  and  interpreted  it  to 
mean  that  if  we  were  willing  to  assist  Aboriginal  broadcasting  then  the 
CRTC  would  give  us  a license.  But  they  gave  the  frequency  to  the  CBC. 

That  decision  makes  the  policy  look  like  so  much  lip  service  paid  to 
Aboriginal  interests.  My  attitude  is:  if  you're  not  going  to  do  it,  say 
you're  not  going  to  do  it.  Don't  make  some  dopey  policy  and  then  ignore 
it . " 

Bingley' s proposal  received  the  least  attention  during  the  high-profile, 
much  reported  process  that  led  to  the  decision  to  give  the  vacant  99.1 
FM  frequency  to  the  CBC.  The  decision  was  announced  last  Duly.  The 
change-over  will  take  place  in  March. 

The  media  in  Toronto  focused  on  the  CBC  and  on  another  proposal  that 
would  have  established  a station  to  serve  the  black  community  in  the 
Ontario  capital  region.  Bingley  feels  his  proposal  was  the  best  when 
considered  in  the  light  of  written  legislation  and  policy.  Fie  suspects 
that  the  decision  was  influenced  by  political  considerations.  After 
several  years  of  drastic  federal  funding  cuts,  there  was  public  pressure 
on  Canadian  Heritage  Minister  Sheila  Copps  to  help  CBC  Radio.  Some 
observers  feel  the  decision  indicates  the  commissioners  felt  that 
pressure . 

"That's  what  I sensed,"  Bingley  said. 

Gary  Farmer,  the  publisher  of  Aboriginal  Voices,  has  no  doubt  that 
political  issues  were  played  out  in  the  CRTC  decision,  but  he  believes 
the  project  will  soon  become  a reality  anyway.  The  actor,  with  several 
Hollywood  motion  picture  credits  on  his  resume,  is  from  the  Six  Nations 
reserve  in  southern  Ontario.  When  contacted  for  his  comments,  he  was 
making  plans  for  a live  broadcast  during  the  annual  Toronto  SkyDome 
Powwow  in  late  November.  He  said  that  there  are  two  other  vacant  radio 
frequencies  that  could  be  obtained  in  the  near  future.  Either  could  be 
used  to  broadcast  from  a transmitter  on  top  of  Toronto's  CN  Tower,  the 
world's  tallest  free-standing  structure.  That  would  ensure  wide 
distribution  of  the  signal  in  the  huge  southern  Ontario  market.  Bingley 
and  Farmer  said  their  long-term  goal  is  to  use  satellite  technology  to 
spread  the  signal  across  the  entire  country,  creating  a national 
Aboriginal  radio  network. 

"The  decision  put  us  back  by  a year,"  Farmer  said.  "We  should  be  there, 
at  the  most,  two  years  from  now." 

For  Bingley,  a non-Aboriginal  businessman,  this  process  has  been  a 
revelation . 

"It's  the  first  time  I've  wandered  down  the  Aboriginal  path  and  the 
impression  I got  from  the  bureaucrats  was  'We'll  get  around  to  you.' 

That's  always  the  case,  it  seems.  They  put  it  off  for  a year,  then  10 
years  go  by,  then  100  years  go  by  and  nothing  happens,"  he  said.  "In  the 
mainstream,  you  get  a vague  understanding  of  Aboriginal  issues  as  you 
watch  them  from  the  periphery.  But  I saw  it  first  hand." 

Bingley  believes  the  CBC  could  have  fixed  the  problems  they  were  having 
with  the  AM  740  spot  on  the  dial,  a channel  the  public  broadcaster  has 
used  for  more  than  60  years.  They  should  not  have  been  in  the  running 
for  the  FM  frequency,  he  believes.  He  said  he  believes  in  the  system.  He 
is  a part  of  the  broadcasting  system  and  believes  it  has  treated  him 
fairly  for  the  most  part.  That  just  makes  it  more  puzzling  for  him  that, 
after  he  allied  himself  with  an  Aboriginal  group,  the  system  seemed  to 
stop  working  the  way  it  should. 

"It  appears  Native  people  have  once  again  been  betrayed  by  the  system," 
he  wrote  in  a letter  to  the  editor  that  was  published  in  the  Globe  & 

Mail  on  Oct.  14.  "I  hope  that's  not  the  case. 

An  appeal  to  the  minister  for  a review  of  the  CRTC  decision  by  Bingley 


(and  several  other  groups)  met  with  no  response. 

CRTC  sources  insist  there  was  no  political  influence  behind  the 
decision . 

Ian  Morrison,  spokesman  for  the  Friends  of  Public  Broadcasting,  a group 
that  watches  CRTC  decisions  and  other  developments  in  the  Canadian 
broadcasting  business,  said  the  CBC  needed  to  make  the  change  because 
the  AM  740  frequency  was  unreliable. 

"Our  position  is  if  CBC  programming  is  available  on  Baffin  Island  and 
every  other  remote  part  of  this  country  then  it  should  be  available 
clearly  in  downtown  Toronto  or  Hamilton,"  he  said.  "There  were  five 
million  people  affected  by  this.  They  wanted  a strong  CBC  signal  in  the 
Toronto  market." 

<<<<=-=-=-=-=-{{{{FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER}}}}-=-=-=-=-=>>>> 

END  RACIAL  BIGOTRY  NOW:  <http://WWW.TDI.NET/ISHGOODA/RACIAL/RACHOME.HTM> 
HURON/WENDAT  newsletter  <http : //www.tdi . net /ishgood a/wend at . htm> 

AIM  - DETROIT  <http://www.tdi.net/ishgooda/aiml.htm> 
Tsonkwadiyonrat  (Now  we  are  ONE  Spirit) 

Unenh  onhwa'  Awayaton 

<<<<=-=-=-=-=-{{{{FREE  LEONARD  PELTIER}}}}-=-=-=-=-=>>>> 

"RE : Onondaga  Nation  Longhouse  Press  Release"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Nov  1997  18:53:49  -0500  (EST) 

From:  Onkwe@aol.com 

Sub j : Onondaga  Nation  Longhouse  Press  Release 

UUCP  email 

This  press  release  is  to  correct  an  erroneous  report  in  the  Sunday  Herald 
American  on  November  16,  1997.  The  Metro  page  featured  a picture  of 
Kenneth  Papineau  (banished  from  the  Onondaga  Nation,  Dune  1994)  moving  a 
cement  block  from  his  former  premises.  The  caption  "Lifting  Blockade"  is 
incorrect.  The  blockade  remains  in  effect  until  it  is  lifted  by  the 
Onondaga  Council  of  Chiefs.  The  rules  and  regulations,  developed  by  Clan 
meetings  and  participated  in  by  these  individuals,  was  passed  into  law  in 
1991.  The  regulations  require  a license  from  the  Onondaga  Council  of 
Chiefs  in  order  to  sell  cigarettes  or  open  any  business.  It's  the  law  of 
the  Land. 

Veronica  Papineau,  Kenneth's  wife,  quoted  in  the  article,  was  also 
banished  at  the  same  time  as  Kenneth.  The  couple  were  banished  for  trying 
to  over  throw  the  traditional  government  and  refusing  to  pay  millions  of 
dollars  owed  in  back  payments  to  the  Onondaga  Nation  for  a period  of  over 
six  years.  Their  agenda  remains  the  same  today. 

The  Papineaus  and  their  children  Kent  and  Michelle  have  continually 
tried  to  disrupt  and  obstruct  the  Onondaga  Nation's  efforts  to  regulate 
commerce  on  its  territory.  Their  present  activity  is  a reactivation  of 
several  years  of  turmoil  on  the  territory.  The  community,  led  by  the 
determined  women  of  Onondaga,  closed  the  three  businesses  that  refused  to 
contribute  to  the  nation. 

We  ask  the  public  at  large  to  stay  away  from  this  new  attempt  to  usurp 
the  lawful  process  of  regulating  commerce  on  the  Onondaga  Nation  territory. 

There  is  only  one  authorized  cigarette  business,  Freems  Place,  run  by 
Kevin  Bucktooth  and  sanctioned  by  the  nation. 

The  attempts  to  force  open  three  businesses,  one  run  by  the  Papineaus 
and  one  run  by  Gary  Shenandoah  and  one  by  Andrew  Dones  will  challenge  the 
peace  in  the  surrounding  areas.  Their  actions  and  lack  of  respect  for  one 
of  the  last  standing  traditional  governments  in  North  America  indicates 
how  little  they  regard  their  heritage  and  government. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  they  have  interfered  in  the  lawful  process  of 
government,  Veronica  and  Kenneth  Papineau  figured  prominently  in  the 
defeat  of  Leigh  Hunt's  run  for  Onondaga  County  Sheriff  in  1994.  Veronica 
Papineau  gave  Leigh  Hunt  $50,000.00  in  cash  in  a brown  bag  late  at  night 
in  a Burger  King  parking  lot.  This  illegal  transaction  came  to  light 
several  days  before  the  Sheriff  of  Onondaga  County  election  and  resulted 
in  Leigh  Hunt  being  defeated  in  the  election.  This  widely  published  event 


certainly  contributed  to  the  outcome  of  this  election. 

Now  again,  these  individuals  attempt  to  overthrow  the  Way  of  Life  of  the 
Great  Law  of  Peace.  They  betray  the  people  and  themselves.  They  bring 
strife  and  turmoil  without  vision  to  their  children.  They  bring  greed  as 
their  primary  principle.  We  close  with  a repeat  of  our  request  for  the 
people  at  large  to  stay  away  from  this  attempt  to  usurp  the  Onondaga 
Nation's  lawful  process  of  regulating  the  trade  and  commerce  within  our 
territory . 

Dawnaytoh 

Onondaga  Council  of  Chiefs 
and  Clan  Mothers 
From  Indian  Time 

Akwesasne  Mohawk  Nation  Territory 
P.0.  Box  196,  Rooseveltown,  New  York 
13683-0196 
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"RE : why  is  ADM  Out  of  Kahnawake"  

Date:  Sun,  23  Nov  1997  14:12:35  -0700 
From:  mnation@axcess.net  <Mohawk  Nation  News> 

Sub j : WHY  ADM  IS  OUT  OF  KAHNAWAKE 

MNN.  MOHAWK  NATION  NEWS.  22  Nov  97.  The  following  is  a reprint  from  the 
"Mohawk  Times",  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory,  Tuesday,  November  11,  1997 
issue.  The  statements  expressed  are  those  of  the  'Times'  which  were  placed 
in  all  the  mailboxes  in  Kahnawake. 

WHY  DID  MCK  PUT  ADM  PR03ECT  'ON  HOLD'? 

Why  ADM  is  out: 

* Kahnawakeronon  fought  very  hard  protecting  th  land  and  future  of 
Kahnawake  Survival  School. 

* Imminent  shortage  of  Kahnawake  land.  * ADM:  a very  rich,  big  company 
with  a bad  reputation.  * No  community  consultation,  secrecy  of  project 
details,  little  trust  in  MCK.  * Poor  environmental  report.  * No  guarantee 
of  construction,  custodial,  secretarial  or  managerial  jobs.  * The 
relationship  between  Earth's  economic  globalization,  multinational 
corporations.  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal  People  and  self -Government . 

3oe  Norton,  Kahnawake  head  MCK  Band  Councillor,  signed  a permit  last 
April  leasing  24  acres  of  waterfront  to  multinational  food  giant.  Archer 
Daniels  Midland  (ADM),  to  build  a 4-wilo,  100  foot  high,  grain-storage 
facility.  This  proposed  facility  was  to  be  be  built  300  feet  from  the 
Kahnawake  Survival  School,  at  the  north-eastern  edge  of  the  community.  It 
is  strongly  felt  that  such  an  agreement  would  have  begun  the  corporate 
occupation  of  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory.  This  view  is  supported  by 

ADM's  questionable  business  and  environmental  record,  the  people  who  are  on 
ADM's  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  documented  effects  of  multinational 
corporations  in  other  countries.  Since  the  Self-Government  agreement 

was  signed,  forcing  Native  communities  to  become  more  like  municipalities, 
the  Band  Council  has  been  committed  to  finding  ways  for  Kahnawake  to  become 
'economically  self-sufficient'.  Unfortunately,  the  self-Government  deal 
stresses  that  self-sufficiency  be  found  rather  quickly,  putting  the  Band 
Council  in  a position  to  find  quick  and  easy  economic  solutions.  The  ADM 
project  was  one  such  solution,  and  our  fight  to  stop  the  project  has 
brought  many  people  'to  one  mind',  and  uncovered  some  very  interesting 
facts  indeed.  Late  this  past  September,  the  students,  staff,  and 

parents  of  the  Kahnawake  Survival  School  marched  from  the  school  to  the 
band  Council  Office  and  presented  Norton  with  a petition  against 
the  project.  When  this  petition  was  ignored,  they  began  to  research  the 
project,  visited  gain  storage  facilities  in  Sorel  and  Trois  Rivieres  in 
Quebec,  and  launched  a community  awareness  project,  citing  that  ADM  would 
pollute  the  school  with  grain  dust  and  pesticides,  invite  hordes  of  rats 
and  sea  gulls,  and  put  them  in  danger  of  possible  explosion  and  heavy  truck 
traffic.  An  aggressive  media  and  Internet  campaign,  a second  march  to  the 


ADM  site,  and  the  occupation  of  the  site's  entrance,  resulted  late  last 
week  in  the  temporary  suspension  of  the  project  and  the  removal  of  the  ADM 
trailers  and  staff  from  the  site  last  Monday.  The  MCK  officially  told 

Kahnawakeronon  last  week  that  the  ADM  project  is  on  hold.  Before  it 
resurfaces,  there  are  matters  which  we  should  all  be  aware  of.  FIRST, 

the  Band  Council  did  not  adequately  consult  the  community  of  the  details  of 
the  ADM  project.  Communal  consent,  called  a 'plebiscite',  was  also  not 
obtained.  Perhaps  this  secrecy  is  due,  in  part,  to  an  alleged  section  in 
the  Indian  Act  which  states  that  Band  Councils  do  not  need  permission  of 
the  people  to  develop  lands  that  are  zoned  as  'commercial  lands'.  Since 
the  land  behind  the  school  is  commercial  land,  the  Band  Council  did  not 
need  our  consent  to  bring  ADM  here.  MCK  Consultant,  Pat  Apikan, 

described  and  answered  questions  about  the  project  on  behalf  of  the 
Council.  Pat  Apikan  is  neither  from  nor  grew  up  in  Kahnawake.  Though  he 
is  married  to  a Kahnawakeronon,  he  has  no  children  here.  Why  does  the  MCK 
seem  to  rely  more  on  the  advice  of  someone  who  possibly  has  no  vested 
interest  in  the  community,  rather  than  listening  to  the  advice  of  the 
people,  especially  the  women  who  are  the  title-holders  of  the  land? 

Finally,  in  the  Eastern  Door,  Pat  Apikan  is  quoted,  "We  had  heard  of  the 
opposition  to  the  project  but  we  never  received  any  petition  or 
documentation  of  that  opposition".  What,  exactly,  is  the  'proper'  way  that 
we  are  supposed  to  voice  our  opposition?  SECOND,  having  read  the 

environmental  assessment,  the  Kahnawake  Environment  Office  gave  its 
unqualified  support  to  the  ADM  project.  Despite  this,  there  was  a lot  of 
environmental  opposition  to  this  project.  Having  head  this  opposition,  the 
Band  Council,  if  they  are  as  community-spirited  as  they  claim,  could  have 
at  the  very  least  drawn  up  similar  environmental  regulations  as  those  of 
the  provincial  and  federal  governments.  Who  would  have  enforced  these 
regulations  under  the  present  policing  agreement  is  another  matter.  An 

environmental  engineer  who  taught  at  Boston  University  reviewed  the  ADM 
environmental  impact  study.  Mainly,  he  found  that:  1)  the  environmental 
study  deals  only  with  the  first  phase  of  the  project,  and  not  the  second 
or  third  phases  that  have  been  proposed  in  the  long-term;  2)  the  section 
on  pesticides  is  "grossly  inefficient",  given  the  possibility  of  long-term 
effects  on  the  contamination  of  ground-water,  wells,  and  Seaway  fish  and 
aquaculture;  3)  the  section  on  dust  particles  is  not  specific  enough;  and 
4)  the  impact  of  increased  truck  traffic  and  noise  to  the  school  has  not 
been  considered  at  all  because  the  land  is  considered  commercial. 
Inspec-Sol,  the  company  that  did  the  environmental  assessment,  was  hired  by 
ADM  and  is  therefore  biased.  Unfortunately,  this  is  the  usual  practice  and 
means  of  doing  an  environmental  assessment,  which  means  that  we  should 
always  be  critical  of  these  reports  and  get  an  impartial,  qualified,  second 
opinion.  THIRD,  the  Band  Council  is  constantly  stating  that  this 

project  will  bring  about  8 to  12  permanent  jobs  to  the  community,  as  well 
as  many  temporary  jobs  during  the  silos'  construction.  So  far,  there  has 
been  no  guarantee  for  these  jobs.  In  light  of  the  firing  of  a security 
guard  for  allowing  a Kahnawakeronon  into  the  site  who  got  hold  of  the 
permit,  the  firing  of  a secretary  who  asked  too  many  questions,  and  the 
present  secretarial  employment  of  a non-Indian  woman,  raises  questions  as 
to  who  will  be  given  these  jobs.  Interestingly,  ADM  employees  stated 

that  the  Kahnawakeronon  sub-contractor  who  repaired  the  site  hired 
non-Native  workers  and  received  approximately  $100,000  from  the  Department 
of  Indian  Affairs.  Finally,  it  should  be  stated  that  if  a large 

company  like  general  Foods  needs  to  pick  up  grain  or  grain  products  from 
the  ADM  facility,  they  will  likely  contract  a hugh  specialized  trucking 
company  like  Kenworth  or  Kingsway.  it  is  unlikely  that  a Kahnawake 
trucking  business  will  be  contracted  as  they  would  find  it  hard  to  get  the 
amount  of  money  needed  to  be  part  of  this  competitive  business. 

FOURTH,  in  a KRK  103.7  radio  interview,  when  asked  about  the  integrity  of 
ADM,  Head  Band  Councillor  Doe  Norton  said  that  ADM  in  the  united  States  is 
not  the  same  company  as  ADM  in  Canada,  and  that  these  companies,  in  fact, 
compete  with  each  other.  Soo,  what  is  the  integrity  of  ADM  in  the  U.S.? 
WHAT  DO  WE  REALLY  KNOW  ABOUT  ADM,  A MULTINATIONAL? 

ADM  recently  agreed  to  plead  guilty  to  two  criminal  charges  and  pay 
$100  million  dollars  in  penalties  relating  to  price  fixing  of  agricultural 


products.  This  plea  bargain  was  arranged  by  an  ADM  Director , Brian 
Mulroney  (Remember  him?).  ADM  also  recently  agreed  to  pay  $90  million  to 
settle  shareholder  and  anti-trust  lawsuits.  ADM  can  afford  to  pay  out 

this  kind  of  money  because  it  is  one  of  the  world's  four  largest  food 
cartels.  Also,  the  U.S.  government  subsidizes  everything  from  corn  to 
ethanol.  One  ethanol  subsidy  alone  gives  ADM  #2.1  billion.  Being  a 

food  cartel  means  that  ADM  is  a multinational  corporation.  A series  of 
agreements  like  the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement  (NAFTA) , 
spearheaded  by  Brian  Mulroney,  and  its  related  agreement,  the  Multi-lateral 
Agreement  on  Investment  (MIA),  have  allowed  multinational  corporations  to 
set  up  shop  in  most  countries  without  having  to  pay  tariffs  or  follow 
environmental  or  labour  laws.  These  multinational  corporations  are  not 
answerable  to  any  governments,  only  to  themselves.  Public  pressure  aimed 
at  their  shareholders  is  the  general  way  in  which  these  multinational 
corporations  are  kept  in  line.  Agreements  like  NAFTA  and  MAI  have 

made  it  easier  for  these  multinational  corporations  to  directly  come  into 
Native  communities  across  the  Americas. 

CAN  WE  TRUST  THE  MCK  WITH  OUT  FUTURE? 

ADM  wants  to  come  to  Kahnawake  because  there  are  neither  environmental 
regulations  nor  ways  to  enforce  them,  Kahnawake  has  tax-free  status,  and 
the  proposed  site  has  easy  railway,  road,  and  water  links  to  world-wide 
destinations.  We  should  be  worried  about  ADM  trying  to  set  up  here 

because  of  their  public  record.  Though  ADM  has  many  TV  commercials  in  the 
United  States  showing  their  humanitarian  efforts  to  give  food  to  famine 
victims  in  developing  countries,  they  are  putting  small  farmers  in  Canada 
and  the  United  States  out  of  business.  Singers  Willie  Nelson,  Neil  Young 
and  others  have  put  on  FARM-AID  concerts  against  ADM.  Do  we  really 

want  such  a large,  powerful  and  corrupt  corporation  in  our  community? 

The  question  remains,  is  long-term  pollution,  eventual  expansion,  no 
guarantee  of  jobs  in  construction,  custodial,  secretarial,  or  managerial 
positions,  health  risks  to  our  children,  and  the  gradual  disappearance  of 
Kahnawake's  lands,  worth  $220,000  a year?  The  MCK's  secrecy  about 

their  past,  present  and  future  operations  have  touched  a deep  nerve  in 
Kahnawake.  Many  Kahnawakeronon  are  becoming  alarmed  with  the  continuous 
presence  of  the  shady  groups  and  secret  deals  in  the  community.  Bringing 
in  ADM  is  not  the  first  of  these  episodes.  In  1994  the  MCK  tried  to 

bring  in  a shifty  casino  group  from  the  United  States  until  a referendum 
stopped  the  project.  Last  fall,  in  1996,  the  MCK  brought  in  another  casino 
run  by  people  with  links  to  organized  crime.  After  pressure  from  the 
People,  surrounding  governments,  and  media,  this  Casino  closed  down. 
Finally,  background  checks  in  the  united  States  of  Aviation  Resources 
Incorporated  and  possible  affiliated  companies,  in  which  the  MCK  will  be 
investing  $4  million  in  band  funds,  have  come  up  with  nothing.  In  other 
words,  this  company  is  not  known  by  legitimate  aviation  companies  in  the 
field.  It  seems  to  be  contradictory  to  be  both  in  charge  of 

administering  band  funds  as  well  as  developing  businesses.  It  is  the 
STRUCTURE  of  the  band  council  system,  and  the  practice  of  secrecy  and 
NON-ACCOUNTABILITY  which  makes  it  easy  for  people  to  accuse  band 
councilors  of  corruption  and  abuses  of  power.  Perhaps  it  is  time  for 
all  Kahnawakeronon  to  work  together  to  put  into  force  the  1979  Kahnawake 
Referendum  to  return  to  the  Kaianerekowa,  the  traditional  government  of  the 
Iroquois  Confederacy.  PEACE,  RIGHTEOUSNESS  AND  POWER 

PEACE:  If  we  all  carried  out  the  Small  Condolence  Ceremony,  and 
allowed  ourselves  to  sit  with  one  another  and  discuss  the  future  of  the 
Kanienkehaka,  we  could  make  and  keep  the  Peace  in  our  communities. 
RIGHTEOUSNESS:  Let's  concentrate  on  doing  things  in  a morally  correct  way, 

working  together  until  we  find  jobs  for  men,  women  and  young  people  in 
Kanawake,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Seven  Generations.  POWER:  Let's  learn 

about  the  Globalization  of  the  Earth,  and  our  role  in  preserving  her  and 
our  existence.  We  need  to  learn  about  these  things,  because,  more  than 
ever,  if  we  are  to  survive  and  carry  out  our  original  instructions,  we  have 
to  accept  the  fact  that  Knowledge  is  Power. 

The  Big  Picture:  Earth's  Economic  Globalization 

There  is  a non-official  effort  to  take  and  sell  the  last  of  the 
world's  natural  resources,  most  of  which  are  found  on  Indigenous  lands.  In 


Canada,  the  main  recommendation  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aboriginal 
People  is  to  replace  the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1763  with  a new  treaty  under 
the  Canadian  Constitution.  The  Proclamation  confirms  our  sovereignty, 
nationhood  and  ownership  of  North  America.  The  new  treaty  will  set  up  Super 
Band  Councils  under  the  guise  of  self -Government . These  Councils  will 
negotiate  the  land  claims  settlements;  the  money  will  be  put  into  banks, 
and  our  land  can  be  used  as  collateral  for  Band  Council  initiated 
ventures.  When  these  ventures  fail,  our  lands  and  resources  will  belong  to 
the  banks  and  multinational  corporations,  like  in  developing  countries. 

Also,  since  Indigenous  people  in  the  Americas  have  become  skeptical  of 
big  businesses  coming  into  their  territories,  large  companies  and 
government  agencies  like  NGO's  are  hiring  brown  faces  to  bring  their 
businesses  into  these  unsuspecting  communities.  For  example,  Apikan 

Indigenous  Network  (AIN)  is  a company  that  acts  as  a liaison  between  big 
business  and  Indigenous  communities.  Though  AIN  claims  that  their  motives 
are  well-meaning,  it  is  the  opinion  that  they  are  helping  big  businesses 
open  up  the  lands  and  resources  of  Indigenous  communities.  AIN 

allegedly  receives  money  from  the  Inter-American  Development  Bank,  which  is 
a division  of  the  World  Bank.  The  World  Bank  lends  money  to  underdeveloped 
countries.  Then  the  International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF)  sets  the  terms  of 
this  loan  and  has  a role  in  setting  the  value  of  the  country's  currency  and 
interest  rates.  When  a country  cannot  repay  its  loan,  their  resources  are 
seized,  and  they  are  pressured  to  open  their  borders  to  multinational 
corporations . AIN  has  admitted  to  facilitating  many  projects  in  Canada 

and  Latin  America.  Two  such  projects  are  1)  the  Belize  Highway  Seven 
construction  project  through  Mayan  lands,  funded  by  Kuwait,  Taiwan,  and  the 
UK.  When  completed,  this  road  will  be  a vital  artery  for  the  transportation 
of  goods  out  of  the  area  to  foreign  markets,  and  will  allow  the  army  to 
enter  into  once  forbidden  territory;  2)since  the  late  1980' s Indigenous 
groups  like  the  Ngobes  have  been  protesting  the  Panamanian  government  who 
are  giving  up  their  lands  to  foreign  interests.  These  protests  have  been 
met  with  jail  land  sometimes  death  at  the  hands  of  the  police.  Here,  AIN 
proposed  to  Canadian-owned  Rio  Tinto  Zinc,  to  develop  "a  good  working 
relationship  with  indigenous  groups",  who  are  "costing  the  mining  industry 
millions  of  dollars".  In  Canada,  when  a forestry  company  owned  by  the 

Meadow  Lake  Tribal  Council  in  Saskatchewan  was  stopped  from  clear  cutting 
reserve  lands  by  the  traditional  people,  it  is  believed  that  AIN  helped 
them  move  their  operations  to  Nicaragua.  This  company  is  now  clear  cutting 
the  land  of  the  Miskito  Indians.  So,  here  we  have  big  business  evading 

tariffs  and  environmental  and  labour  laws,  coming  into  Indigenous 
territories  partly  made  possible  through  consultants  like  AIN.  For 

clarification,  the  president  of  AIN  is  Simon  Brascoupe,  who  is  the  brother 
of  Pat  Apikan,  formerly  Pat  Brascoupe,  the  MCK  economic  Development 
consultant.  Though  both  brothers  are  in  the  same  line  of  work,  Pat  Apikan 
apparently  does  not  work,  nor  every  worked  for  AIN. 

SO  WHY  IS  THIS  IN  YOUR  MAIL? 

There  is  no  forum  in  which  people  may  express  or  debate  their  concerns 
in  Kahnawake.  As  soon  as  we  say  anything  critical  of  MCK,w  e are  censored 
from  the  KRK  radio  station,  our  letters  and  articles  are  edited  from  the 
Eastern  Door  newspaper,  and  we  are  publicly  and  personally  ridiculed. 

Outside  of  Kahnawake,  the  media  dilutes  the  emphasis  of  our  words,  and  our 
voices  remain  silent.  History,  according  to  European  society,  is  based 

on  paper  and  documented  proof.  Anything  that  they  do  not  want  us  to  find 
out  is  simply  not  documented.  Our  history  is  oral,  therefore,  it  is  easy 
for  them  to  dismiss  it  because  there  is  no  proof.  Similarly,  due  to 

the  secrecy  surrounding  the  ADM  and  other  projects,  we  only  have  pieces  of 
information  which  we  have  to  string  together  to  make  sense  of  what  is  going 
on.  If  we  say  one  incorrect  thing  among  many  correct  things,  we  are  not 
considered  credible.  The  system  protects  people  who  are  in  the  wrong  by 
limiting  access  to  their  documents.  KAHNAWAKE:  ANOTHER  QUEBECOIS 
MUNICIPALITY? 

Early  last  week.  Head  MCK  Councillor  Doe  Norton  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  McGill  University  Faculty  Club.  In  his  speech  he  mentioned,  in 
effect,  his  concern  "about  the  encroachment  of  multinational  corporations 
on  our  reserves",  and  stated,  "that  Natives  do  not  want  compensation  for 


past  wrongs  of  the  Canadian  government  - that  all  we  want  is  an  apology  so 
that  we  can  start  our  healing".  An  apology?!  Wouldn't  the  TRUTH  be 

better?  If  all  we  want  is  an  apology,  why  don't  we  just  forget  about 
the  seigneury  Land  Claim  and  the  9 million  acres  in  new  York  State  that 
belongs  to  Mohawks?  Why  don't  we  just  stop  calling  ourselves  Kanienkehaka, 
and  let  ourselves  become  another  Quebecois  municipality?  Because  that's 
all  an  apology  will  get  us.  When  a Kahnawakeronon  politely  asked  a 

question  about  the  oppression  people  experience  in  Kahnawake,  the  chairman 
told  him  that  he  was  "out  of  line"  and  that  the  Faculty  Club  is  not  the 
place  for  debate.  The  kahnawakeronon  then  stated  that  being  told  to  be 
quiet  was  usual,  and  that  it  happened  all  the  time  at  home.  After  this 
censoring  by  the  chairman,  the  five  Kahnawakeronon  in  the  audience  stood  up 
and  left  the  room  together.  After  the  meeting,  Kahnawakeronon  stayed 

and  answered  questions  for  over  an  hour.  Many  members  of  the  audience 
expressed  support,  having  read  a brief  outline  for  the  ADM  project  and  its 
controversies,  then  listening  to  the  contradictory  statements  in  Norton's 
speech.  As  there  are  no  public  forums  where  we  can  talk  and  listen  to  each 
other,  this  article  has  been  put  in  your  mail.  If  you  have  read  this  far 
you  must  be  truly  concerned  about  our  future.  For  your  time  and  attention, 
NIA:WEN  KOWA 

"RE : Minnesota  Chippewa  Tribe  Land  Scam"  

Date:  Thu,  3 Dan  1980  10:56:22  -0600 
From:  Bill  Lawrence  <presson@bji . net> 

Sub j : URGENT  MCT  land  scam 

UUCP  email 

Vote  fraud  suspected  in  land  referendum 
By  Deff  Armstrong 

For  more  than  a year,  the  members  of  the  six-reservation  Minnesota 
Chippewa  Tribe  have  soundly  and  repeatedly  rejected  a proposed  final 
settlement  of  tribal  claims  to  800,000  acres  of  reservation  lands.  On  Oct. 
22,  the  Tribal  Executive  Committee  formally  turned  it  down,  a fact  which, 
like  the  previous  votes,  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  U.S.  Dustice 
Department  attorney  Pamela  West.  But  the  Dustice  Department  apparently  has 
as  much  trouble  taking  no  for  an  answer  as  the  TEC  has  refusing  money. 

Five  days  after  voting  down  the  settlement  for  public  consumption,  the  TEC 
"met"  secretly  by  telephone  and  voted  7-1  with  two  abstentions  to  hold  a 
mail  order  ballot  administered  by  an  accountant  hired  by  the  tribe.  Four 
former  TEC  members  are  already  serving  federal  prison  sentences  for 
corruption  in  office,  including  vote  fraud.  A TEC  meeting  on  the  claims  is 
scheduled  for  10  a.m.  Monday,  Dec.  1 at  Grand  Casino,  Mille  Lacs.  After 
several  months  of  refusing  to  schedule  a legal  referendum,  the  TEC  at  the 
last  minute  sent  ballots  to  tribal  members  in  mid-November  and  set  a 
deadline  of  Nov.  24  for  their  return.  MCT  executive  director  Gary  Frazer 
called  it  a "non-constitutional,  binding  referendum."  Tribal  members,  many 
of  whom  never  received  the  ballots,  call  it  another  betrayal  of  Anishinabe 
national  interests  through  a fraudulent,  illegal  vote.  "How  many  times  do 
you  gotta  say  no?"  asked  Tom  Dones  at  a Nov.  24  Leech  Lake  general 
assembly.  "It's  not  our  land  to  sell.  It  belongs  to  our  children  and  our 
grandchildren."  Pointing  to  the  fact  that  article  XIV  of  the  MCT 
Constitution  requires  8 votes  from  the  TEC  to  call  a referendum.  Dale 
Hanks  registered  a complaint  with  Frazer  and  called  on  the  motion's 
sponsor  to  uphold  the  constitution.  "Eli  [Hunt]  is  the  secretary  of  the 
TEC.  Let's  have  another  meeting  with  the  TEC  and  hash  this  out.  This 
referendum  is  totally  illegal  in  terms  of  how  they  drew  it,"  Hanks  said. 
"All  these  things  that  were  done  under  Wadena's  regime  are  still  being 
done.  There's  been  no  corrections."  Many  complained  of  irregularities  in 
the  mailing  of  ballots  and  in  the  process  itself.  The  ballots  came  on  a 
single  page  folded  over  and  sent  on  mailing  labels  including  enrollment 
numbers.  With  a box  for  yes  or  no,  the  votes  could  be  easily  viewed  from 
the  sides  or  when  held  up  to  the  light.  There  is  also  no  requirement  for 
the  ballots  to  be  notarized  or  otherwise  confirmed  as  to  the  identity  of 


the  voter.  Judging  by  accounts  of  those  who  received  no  ballot  at  all, 
insufficient  ballots,  or  extra  ballots,  the  mailing  list  was  at  least  8 
years  old.  Frank  Reese  said  his  adult  family  members  regularly  receive  the 
MCT  tribal  newspaper,  yet  less  than  half  of  them  were  mailed  a ballot. 

"All  five  of  us  got  the  paper,  but  only  two  of  us  got  the  ballots."  Harold 
Monroe  said  the  same  thing  happened  in  his  family,  and  Leech  Lake  chairman 
Eli  Hunt  said  even  he  did  not  receive  a ballot.  Several  tribal  members 
urged  Hunt  to  apply  the  same  standards  of  documentation  to  the  land 
balloting  as  to  his  recall  petition  led  by  three  RBC  members  under  federal 
fraud  investigation.  In  the  latter  case.  Hunt  denounced  the  use  of  a non- 
Indian  CPA  to  validate  unnotarized  signatures,  which  he  termed  "insulting. 
" Very  similar  procedures  are  being  followed  on  the  land  issue,  but  Hunt 
said  he  had  no  intention  of  violating  the  constitution  in  sponsoring  the 
referendum  motion.  He  agreed  to  meet  with  concerned  tribal  members  later 
this  week  towards  resolving  the  dispute  at  the  TEC  level.  Frazer  said  the 
tribe  did  not  closely  monitor  the  ballots,  but  that  "25-26,000"  were  sent 
out.  The  tribal  administrator  said  "only  about  7,500"  came  back  for 
incorrect  address.  As  for  confidentiality,  Frazer  said  the  mailing  labels 
were  detachable.  The  ballots  were  collected  and  tabulated  by  Gonvick  CPA 
Carol  Peterson,  who  refused  to  reveal  the  results  or  to  disclose  whether 
she  had  turned  them  over  to  the  tribe  when  contacted  Tuesday  afternoon. 
"Where  did  you  get  my  name?"  demanded  Peterson  in  response  to  a question 
from  the  Press.  Asked  what  assurances  she  could  provide  that  there  was  no 
fraud  in  the  vote-counting,  Peterson  said,  "I  think  you  better  talk  to  the 
tribe."  Tribal  members  charged  that  the  federal  claims  court,  the  U.S. 
Justice  Department  and  the  BIA  are  in  effect  conspiring  with  corrupt 
tribal  officials  and  their  attorneys  to  deprive  the  people  of  their  civil 
and  inherent  rights.  "The  Nelson  Act  was  a totally  illegal  document  that 
was  forced  upon  us,"  Hanks  said.  "Now  it's  through  the  bureaucracy  that 
they're  waging  the  war,"  he  said.  "If  they  approve  it,  it  still  acts  as  a 
piece  of  evidence  that  the  corruption  in  the  MCT  continues."  Numerous 
attempts  have  been  made  by  tribal  members  to  discuss  the  issue  directly 
with  the  federal  government.  In  a letter  dated  July  30,  Anishinabe 
Advocates  spokesperson  Roxanne  LaRose  informed  U.S.  Attorney  David 
Lillehaug,  the  local  representative  of  the  Justice  Department,  that  the 
people  rejected  the  settlement.  "Yet  it  appears,"  LaRose  wrote,  "that  both 
the  state  and  federal  governments  are  attempting  to  capitalize  on  the 
current  political  instability  by  pushing  through  land  claims  settlements 
and  jurisdictional  agreements  which  we  feel  could  potentially  harm  us  for 
years,  if  not  generations,  to  come.  The  people  have  unanimously  rejected 
the  proposed  settlement  every  time  they've  been  able  to  get  it  on  the 
agenda.  "If  you  have  any  doubt  about  this  statement,  I encourage  you  to 
also  hold  a public  hearing  on  this  issue,  as  it  is  clear  the  RBC/TEC  has 
no  intention  of  doing  so.  The  mere  fact  that  the  Justice  Department  keeps 
extending  its  deadline  indicates  that  the  settlement  serves  the  interests 
of  the  federal  government,  not  the  Tribe,"  said  LaRose.  Lillehaug  has  yet 
to  respond. 
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HOUSING  AUTHORITY  PAID  FOR  BYRD'S  INAUGURATION  VIDEOS 

But  The  Tribal  Government  Has  Repaid  Less  Than  One-Fourth  Of  The  Cost 

By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

The  Cherokee  Nation  Housing  Authority  paid  $55,433  to  produce  2,500 


copies  of  a video  of  Chief  Doe  Byrd's  1995  inauguration , records  show.  But 
the  tribal  government  has  repaid  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  amount, 
accountants  found.  Some  Tribal  Council  members  say  the  chief  planned  to 
sell  the  videotapes  but  there  hasn't  been  a market  for  them.  Many  have 
been  given  to  schools,  said  Councilor  Barbara  Starr  Scott.  The  revelation 
comes  as  the  FBI  is  investigating  whether  Housing  Authority  funds  were 
used  in  Byrd's  campaign.  Byrd  has  denied  wrongdoing.  The  cost  of  the  video 
is  considered  a government  transition  expense,  rather  than  a campaign 
expense.  Documents  indicate  the  Housing  authority  picked  up  the  total  tab 
originally.  The  Cherokee  Nation  reimbursed  the  authority  $13,340  in 
September  1996,  more  than  a year  after  the  video  was  produced.  Accountants 
could  find  no  records  of  other  payments.  Byrd  was  out  of  the  state  and 
couldn't  be  reached  for  comments  Friday.  The  Tribal  Council  commissioned 
the  Oklahoma  City  office  of  Peat  Marwick,  an  accounting  firm,  to 
investigate  who  paid  what  for  the  video,  along  with  details  of  other 
specific  tribal  expenses  between  0ctoberl995  and  May  1997.  Records  show 
the  tribe  received  only  one  invoice  from  the  Housing  Authority  - for  the 
$13,240.  A draft  report  that  Peat  Marwick  presented  to  councilors  in 
October  states  the  purchase  order  attached  to  a check  request  for  the 
reimbursement  was  stamped  : After  the  Fact."  Accountants  reported  the 
purchase  order  was  processed  more  than  a year  after  the  work  was  performed. 
The  report  also  questioned  why  only  one  company,  a Tulsa  business,  was 
considered  to  do  the  video  work,  saying  the  purchase  order  "implied  there 
were  no  alternatives  available  in  the  selection  of  the  vendor."  Peak 
Marwick  recommended: 

- Establishment  of  tribal  policies  addressing  the  correct  method  to 
select  vendors. 

- Requiring  purchase  orders  be  prepared  and  authorized  signature  be 
documented  before  an  item  or  service  is  purchased. 

Documents  indicate  Cherokee  Nation  Secretary-Treasurer  lennie  Battles 
authorized  the  $13,340  payment  to  the  Housing  Authority.  She  is  chief 
financial  officer  of  the  tribe  and  the  former  chief  financial  officer  of 
the  Housing  Authority.  Housing  Authority  documents  say  the  Cherokee  Nation 
Communications  Department  asked  for  help  to  defray  some  of  the  cost  of 
making  the  video.  The  authority's  check  request  indicated  the  "costs  are 
reimbursable."  The  check  request  describes  the  cost  as  "Corporate 
sponsorship  for  inaugural  activities."  Doel  Thompson,  executive  director 
of  the  Housing  Authority,  said  Friday  night  that  as  far  as  he  knows,  the 
tribe  doesn't  owe  the  authority  anything  on  the  video.  But  he  said  he 
would  be  unable  to  go  into  details  until  he  looked  at  authority  records 
today.  The  tribe  paid  the  $13,340  toward  the  video  costs  with  a Sept.  25, 
1996,  check.  The  total  of  the  check  was  $24,166.07  Records  indicate  the 
balance  was  reimbursement  of  $9,990  in  salary  for  a housing  authority 
employee  who  worked  on  Sequoyah  High  School  and  $826.07  in  other  chapel 
expenses  as  provided  by  the  authority.  The  high  school  is  operated  by  the 
Cherokee  Nation,  but  is  not  connected  to  the  Cherokee  Nation  Housing 
Authority  which  is  a state  agency. 
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Battle  Grows  Over  Where  the  Yellowstone  Buffalo  Roam 


Activists  Try  to  Halt  Montana's  Slaughter  of 
Diseased  Bison  Despite  Danger  to  Livestock 

By  Mark  Matthews 

Special  to  The  Washington  Post 

WEST  YELLOWSTONE,  Mont. -The  young  men  and  women  quietly  trudge  through  the 
snowy  woods  just  beyond  the  western  boundary  of  Yellowstone  National  Park, 
shadowing  bison  that  have  wandered  outside  the  park. 

Last  year  more  than  1,100  bison  were  killed  by  Montana  Department  of 
Livestock  officials  after  they  left  the  park,  either  being  trapped  and 
shipped  to  slaughter  or  shot.  The  bison  carry  brucellosis,  a disease  that 
can  be  transmitted  to  cattle. 

The  activists,  who  call  themselves  Buffalo  Nation,  intend  to  disrupt  any 
slaughter  this  year  with  civil  disobedience. 

"We  have  got  people  here  who  are  willing  to  step  in  front  of  the  guns," 
said  Jeremy  Lynch,  a member  of  the  Lakota  Sioux  tribe  from  Rapid  City,  S.D. 
"This  is  the  last  wild  bison  herd  in  the  United  States,  and  we  want  to  keep 
them  wild . " 

They  aren't  the  only  ones. 

The  Montana  Wildlife  Federation  recently  submitted  a plan  to  state  and 
federal  officials  that  would  allow  the  bison  to  roam  out  of  the  park  like 
any  other  species  of  wildlife,  then  be  managed  with  a licensed  hunt. 

"We  want  to  insure  that  any  management  plan  treats  the  bison  as  wildlife," 
said  the  federation's  Dim  Richard. 

Federal  and  state  officials  who  have  been  working  on  a draft  environmental 
study  due  out  this  January  seem  to  be  leaning  toward  managing  the  bison  as 
livestock.  A copy  of  their  preferred  alternative  so  far,  obtained  by  the 
Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition,  shows  herd  levels  would  be  maintained  at  1, 

800  to  2,500,  mostly  by  trapping  excess  animals  in  corrals.  Those  with 
brucellosis  would  be  slaughtered,  while  uninfected  animals  would  be  put  in 
quarantine  and  later  given  to  Indian  tribes  or  sent  off  to  other  public 
herds . 

As  the  herd  dropped  to  the  1,800  level,  only  bison  that  tested  positive 
would  be  sent  to  slaughter.  Others  would  be  marked  and  released  back  into 
the  park.  Officials  are  also  discussing  plans  to  vaccinate  the  herd  against 
brucellosis . 

Richard  contends  there  will  be  too  much  handling  of  the  animals.  "It  would 
be  easier  to  manage  cattle  that  aren't  even  on  that  range  in  winter," 

Richard  said.  "We've  got  to  let  the  bison  have  some  room  to  roam  outside  the 
park. " 

There  is  a chance  to  give  the  bison  more  breathing  space  at  the  park's 
northern  entrance  near  Gardiner,  Mont.,  said  Jeanne-Marie  Souvigney,  head  of 
the  Greater  Yellowstone  Coalition. 

The  Church  Universal  and  Triumphant  is  willing  to  trade  6,000  acres  of 
private  land  that  borders  the  park  for  1,000  Forest  Service  acres.  Church 
officials  say  they  will  also  put  1,850  neighboring  acres  into  conservation 
easements  dedicated  to  wildlife. 

"We  hate  to  see  the  bison  hunted,"  said  spokeswoman  Christina  Sarlo.  "It's 
horrible  for  us."  The  land  swap  would  fill  in  holdings  amidst  church 
property,  making  it  more  valuable,  Sarlo  said. 

The  Yellowstone  Coalition  is  also  negotiating  with  local  ranchers  to  give 
up  some  grazing  leases  on  National  Forest  land  that  abuts  the  park. 

"This  area  is  important  wildlife  habitat,"  Souvigney  said.  "It  is  also  home 
to  elk,  deer,  pronghorn  antelope  and  bighorn  sheep." 

As  it  stands,  government  officials  are  ready  to  trap  or  shoot  again  this 
winter.  However,  one  proposed  plan  may  cut  down  on  the  number  of  wandering 
animals  if  another  brutal  winter  forces  them  to  lower  elevations. 

That  proposal,  the  preferred  alternative  of  a draft  Environmental 
Assessment  on  the  effects  of  winter  use  of  the  park,  would  restrict 
snowmobile  use  on  a 14-mile  stretch  of  trail  in  the  park's  interior. 

Some  biologists  contend  that  grooming  snowmobile  trails  makes  it  easier 
for  the  bison  to  migrate  out  of  the  park.  Plus,  the  easy  movement  that  the 


winter  trails  provide  has  also  allowed  more  bison  to  survive  rough  winters, 
leading  to  overpopulation  of  the  herds. 

Last  winter,  about  114,000  people  zoomed  around  the  park  on  snowmobiles. 

The  port  is  a multimillion-dollar  industry  for  gateway  towns  like  West 
Yellowstone.  Park  officials  estimate  the  trail  closure  could  cost 
neighboring  towns  from  $107,000  to  $3.5  million.  Sen.  Conrad  Burns  (R-Mont.) 
reacted  to  the  threat  against  the  tourism  industry  by  submitting  a bill  to 
the  Senate  that  would  require  the  National  Park  Service  to  allow 
snowmobiling  in  the  park  and  extend  the  winter  season  at  Yellowstone. 

But  in  West  Yellowstone,  despite  some  early  panic  over  erroneous  reports 
that  the  entire  park  would  be  closed  this  winter,  business  owners  seemed  to 
be  keeping  an  open  mind. 

"I  believe  the  best  decision  will  be  made,"  said  Viki  Eggers,  director  of 
the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce.  "I'm  optimistic  because  the  draft  EA  states 
that  they  don't  know  yet  how  winter  use  affects  the  bison.  I just  don't  want 
to  see  any  closure  of  the  park  without  the  science  to  back  it  up." 

Local  merchants  are  caught  in  the  middle.  They  don't  want  to  lose  business, 
but  they  want  the  killing  stopped.  The  ongoing  slaughter  has  emotionally 
affected  many  of  them. 

Two  winters  ago,  gift  shop  owner  Vickie  Dyar,  was  stopped  at  a roadblock 
as  sharpshooters  leaned  their  guns  across  the  hoods  of  vehicles  to  aim  at 
bison  that  struggled  through  the  snow. 

"If  there  wasn't  anybody  there  to  skin  them  and  save  the  meat,  they  just 
dragged  them  off  to  the  dump,"  she  said.  "It  was  pretty  horrifying." 

Last  winter,  when  a wayward  bison  sought  refuge  in  a small  barn  on  her 
property  about  nine  miles  outside  the  park,  Dyar  never  thought  of  calling 
the  authorities.  Instead,  she  fed  the  animal  for  two  months  until  the  snow 
melted  and  it  left  on  its  own. 

Dyar  says  she  wasn't  the  only  member  of  the  buffalo  underground. 

"You'd  see  little  clusters  of  bison  in  the  areas  where  people  threw  out 
hay,"  she  said. 

This  winter,  the  buffalo  underground  could  expand  even  more  as  Buffalo 
Nation  organizers  expect  more  human  shields  to  arrive  as  winter  progresses. 

"People  are  coming  here  from  across  the  country,"  co-founder  Michael  Mease 
said.  "Some  will  stay  for  a week.  Some  for  a month.  We're  just  starting  to 
build  our  numbers." 

As  of  this  week,  about  eight  bull  bison  had  left  the  park's  sanctuary.  So 
far.  Department  of  Livestock  officials  have  left  them  alone.  On  the  day 
officials  came  to  inspect  the  bison,  the  activists  confronted  them.  After 
taking  photographs,  the  officials  left  without  accosting  the  bison. 
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There  have  been  vaccines  used  on  Buffalo,  specifically  Moise  in  Montana, 
that  are  and  continue  to  be  effective.  But  if  you  ask  the 
administration  and  workers  they  will  tell  you  that  their  program,  in 
effect,  is  experimental  and  that  there  is  no  vaccine  that  works  or  that 
has  been  approved  for  Buffalo.  Well  my  f riends . . . .the  same  vaccine  used 
on  cattle  is  effective  against  Buffalo  and  if  APHIS,  the  Montana 
Veterinarian  and  all  the  others  involved  in  this  ridiculous  effort  to 
keep  buffalo  from  grazing  on  federal  lands  ever  tell  the  public  the 
truth,  the  Buffalo  will  have  a chance.  There  have  been  many  discussions 
and  reports  about  the  efficacy  of  RB-19,  the  presently  used  brucellosis 
vaccine.  Effectiveness  rates  of  65%  have  been  thrown  around  as  well  as 
it  is  not  effective  in  Buffalo.  But  when  the  smoke  clears,  some  day  you 
and  the  rest  of  the  citizens  of  this  country  are  going  to  know  that 
Buffalo  can  be  effectively  vaccinated  with  RB-19.  The  real  issue  is 
money  and  politics.  The  ranchers  (not  all  of  them)  have  a lot  of 


political  power  and  the  politicians  of  the  western  states  yield  to  that 
power.  In  Montana,  the  governor  yields  to  the  pressures  of  ranchers 
whose  cows  graze  on  federal  lands.  It's  as  simple  as  that!  Out  of  the 
entire  number  of  cattle  ranchers  in  the  United  States,  about  13%  have 
federal  grazing  allotments.  They  pay  about  $1.85  a month  to  graze  a cow 
and  calf  (AUM) . If  you  were  to  lease  private  land  to  graze  the  same  cow 
and  calf  the  cost  would  be  $12.00  per  month  (low)  to  $17.00  per  month 
(the  high  side).  And  when  you  have  these  federal  leases  they  run  for  at 
least  10  years.  When  they  are  up  for  bid,  any  rancher  can  bid  but  of 
they  bid  higher  than  the  rancher  who  has  held  the  lease,  that  rancher 
has  the  right  to  match  the  new  bid  and  retain  the  lease.  THESE  LEASES 
SELDOM  IF  EVER  CHANGE  HANDS!  So,  winter  is  here  and  these  so  called 
professional  people,  biologists,  veterinarians,  administrative  directors 
and  all  the  other  players  in  this  magic  show  have  done  nothing, 
absolutely  nothing,  that  will  elevate  the  plight  of  the  yellowstone 
buffalo.  Though  we  the  taxpayers  pay  all  of  these  people,  and  pay  them 
well,  we  receive  incompetence  in  return  for  providing  a living  for  all 
of  them.  We'd  be  better  off  firing  them  all.  We  could  save  an  immense 
amount  of  money  and  the  buffalo  would  be  no  worse  off.  But  just 
remember,  regardless  of  which  vet  or  politician  says  there  is  no 
effective  vaccine  for  Buffalo,  some  day  if  truth  prevails,  you  will  know 
what  I know,  RB-19  is  the  answer  to  brucellosis  in  Buffalo!  Phil  in 
Montana 


"RE : Kyoto:  Black  Mesa  & the  Dineh"  

Date:  Fri,  28  Nov  1997  15:26:46  -0800 

From:  "Robert  Dorman"  <redorman@iximail.plix.com> 

Sub j : Kyoto:  Black  Mesa  & the  Dineh 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Forwarded  message  follows.  Please  note  that  this  is  from  the  Dineh  support 
group  in  New  York,  and  NOT  the  organization  formerly  calling  itself  SDN 
located  in  Arizona  or  the  group  calling  itself  Dineh  Alliance/Sovereign 
Dineh  Nation--  also  in  Arizona. 

Date:  Fri,  28  Nov  1997  14:01:36  -0800  (PST) 

From:  sdnation@earthlink.net 

Robert, 

This  is  the  Kyoto  Campaign.  It  calls  for  Agenda  21  and  Human  Rights  to  be 
implemented  on  Black  Mesa. 

With  less  than  a fourth  of  the  world's  population,  the  US  produces  some 
23%  of  all  greenhouse  gases.  The  severe  human  rights  violations  the  Dineh 
are  facing  and  the  environmental  devastation  of  Black  Mesa  illustrates  the 
need  for  our  energy  needs  to  be  met  with  substainable  practices  and 
renewable  sources. 

Please  share  the  following  info  with  your  networks. 

Thanks 

Pamela 


UNREGULATED 

U.S.  POWER  PLANTS:  Threaten  Global  Climate  and  Human  Rights 
An  Urgent  Call  To  President  Clinton  for  the  Kyoto  Energy  Summit 


The  United  States  is  the  largest  generator  of  greenhouse  gases, 
responsible  for  global  warming,  changing  global  climate  patterns  and  sea 
level  rise.  The  largest  point  source  of  greenhouse  gases  in  North  America 
is  the  coal-fired  power  plants  in  the  Four  Corners  region  located  in  Utah, 
New  Mexico,  Arizona,  and  Colorado. 

Other  nations  of  the  world  have  recognized  the  seriousness  of  this 
threat  and  are  uniting  in  an  unprecedented  attempt  to  combat  this  global 
menace.  But  the  government  of  the  United  States,  influenced  by  the 
financial  clout  of  energy  industries  which  generate  these  gases,  is 


opposing  these  efforts.  The  coal-fired  power  generating  industry  in  the 
Four  Corners  region  supplies  much  of  the  electricity  used  in  the  Southwest 

- from  Southern  California  through  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  and  other  states. 

The  nations  of  the  world  must  take  notice  of  this  industry  - not  just 

for  its  impact  upon  the  global  environment,  but  also  for  its  impact  on  the 
human  rights  of  the  Dine  (Navajo)  and  Hopi  people  who  live  in  the  area. 

The  coal-fired  power  plants  are  unregulated  and  have  no  controls  for  S02 
or  other  greenhouse  gases  - emitting  350  tons  of  sulfur  compounds  and  250 
tons  of  nitrogen  compounds  into  the  atmosphere  each  day.  The  incredible 
volume  of  these  pollutants  is  enough  to  reduce  visibility  in  an  area 
involving  thousands  of  square  miles,  specifically  tied  to  a 50%  reduction 
of  visibility  at  the  Grand  Canyon.  Most  of  the  power  plants  do  not  even 
have  scrubbers  to  remove  particulates  which  are  tied  to  numerous  health 
issues  impacting  the  people  in  the  region.  The  original  agreements  in  the 
1960's  between  the  power  plants  and  the  U.S.  government  permanently 
exempted  the  plants  from  most  environmental  regulations. 

While  world  leaders  meet  to  discuss  the  threats  created  by  global 
warming,  these  plants  - unchecked  by  any  government  regulations  - continue 
to  pour  out  the  gases  causing  the  problem.  Four  thousand  economists 
including  eight  Nobel  Laureates  have  said  that  reduction  in  greenhouse  gas 
emissions  would  not  harm  American  living  standards  and  these  measures  may 
in  fact  improve  U.S.  productivity  in  the  longer  run.  In  fall  1997,  the 
Union  of  Concerned  Scientists  initiated  the  World  Scientists'  call  for 
Action  at  the  Kyoto  Climate  Summit,  1,535  world  scientists  from  63 
countries  signed  on.  They  call  for  the  U.S.  to  act  immediately  to  prevent 
the  potentially  devastating  consequences  of  human-induced  global  warming. 

A vast  majority  of  climate  scientists  believe  that  human  action  - 
principally  the  release  of  carbon  dioxide  from  the  burning  of  fossil  fuels 

- is  affecting  global  climate.  The  U.S.  must  set  measurable  goals  and 
make  a real  commitment  in  Kyoto  that  will  heed  the  sounding  alarm  for 
global  emissions  reductions. 

What  is  less  well  known  is  the  interconnection  of  this  industry  with  the 
abuse  of  the  human  rights  of  the  Dineh  and  Hopi  communities  living  50 
miles  east  of  the  Grand  Canyon.  The  industry  is  responsible  for  installing 
tribal  governments  in  the  region  totally  subservient  to  its  needs.  Local 
economies  were  transformed  causing  a helpless  dependence  on  this 
unsustainable  development.  The  industry  is  responsible  for  the  forcible 
relocation  of  12,000  Dineh  from  their  ancestral  lands  and  for  the 
dehumanizing  and  sometimes  fatal  consequences  of  this  ongoing  relocation. 
The  industry  is  currently  destroying  the  sole-source  aquifer  on  which 
these  communities  depend  for  their  survival.  The  industry  has  almost 
destroyed  a traditional  matriarchal,  indigenous  culture  that  was  based  on 
a physical  and  spiritual  stewardship  of  the  land. 

We  call  for  the  international  community  to  hold  the  U.S.  responsible  for 
the  impacts  of  its  energy  policy  not  only  upon  the  global  environment,  but 
also  upon  the  indigenous  people  whose  societies  are  being  devastated  so 
that  the  rest  of  the  country  can  satisfy  its  need  for  energy  and  the  coal- 
fired  power  industry  can  satisfy  its  need  for  profits. 


KEY  POINTS  OF  THE  ISSUE: 


The  Dineh  and  Hopi  people  were  denied  participation  in  the  decisions 
leading  to  the  coal  mining 

The  current  tribal  governments  on  the  Hopi  and  Navajo  Reservations  were 
created  and  largely  run  until  the  1970 's  not  by  the  people  on  the 
reservation  nor  by  U.S.  government  agencies,  but  rather  by  attorneys  with 
strong  ties  to  the  mining  and  power  industries.  During  the  crucial  period 
in  the  1960 's  when  the  coal  leases  were  signed  that  determined  the  destiny 
of  the  reservations,  these  attorneys  handled  all  major  negotiations  on 
behalf  of  the  tribes.  The  local  communities  strongly  opposed  coal  mining 
because  mining  violated  their  traditional  religion  filed  a lawsuit 
opposing  the  mineral  leases.  The  U.S.  courts  ruled  that  the  industry- 
created  governments  were  sovereign  powers,  and  that  the  people  in  the 
communities  did  not  have  legal  standing  in  U.S.  courts  to  contest  the 
actions.  The  U.S.  had  given  sovereign  authority  on  the  reservations  to  a 


government  established  and  run  by  the  coal-fired  power  industry.  While 
the  original  attorneys  no  longer  play  a role  in  the  management  of  the 
tribal  governments,  existing  governments  have  been  left  in  a position  of 
helpless  dependence  on  the  coal-fired  power  industry.  Over  80%  of  the 
revenues  of  the  governments  come  directly  from  the  leases,  and  the 
economies  of  the  tribes  are  totally  dependent  on  these  unsustainable 
industries.  The  tribal  governments  are  dominated  by  a small  minority  who 
profit  from  the  relationships  with  the  industry  and  the  people  in  the 
communities  who  bear  the  human  and  environmental  costs  are  allowed  no 
participation  in  the  decisions  which  affect  their  lives. 

The  Dineh  and  Hopi  people  were  denied  participation  in  the  decisions 
leading  to  the  coal  mining 

Thousands  more  still  face  relocation.  In  1974,  the  mining  and  utility 
companies  proposed  and  engineered  passage  in  the  U.S.  Congress  of  a law 
which  clarified  land  titles  so  as  to  simplify  the  signing  of  coal  leases. 
The  law  also  mandated  the  forced  relocation  of  12,000  Dineh  from  the 
mining  areas.  The  law  pretended  to  be  a settlement  to  a Hopi-Navajo  land 
dispute,  but  in  fact  was  designed  only  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  coal- 
fired  power  industry.  Through  out  the  process  and  up  to  the  present  day, 
the  people  in  the  communities  affected  by  this  legislation  were  denied  all 
participation  in  the  process.  These  families  were  from  one  of  the  most 
traditional  areas  in  the  country:  they  did  not  speak  English,  much  less 
read  or  write,  and  survived  by  traditional  herding  and  dry-crop  farming. 
Most  who  were  relocated  to  cities  were  quickly  stripped  of  the  possessions 
given  to  them  to  start  a new  life. 

Starting  in  1980,  primary  homesites  for  relocation  became  an  area  known 
as  "New  Lands"  along  the  Rio  Puerco  River.  "New  Lands"is  a EPA  superfund 
site  contaminated  by  the  nation's  largest  nuclear  spill.  The  Dineh 
traditional  religion  is  based  on  ties  to  their  ancestral  homesites  - their 
umbilical  cords  are  buried  there  at  birth  to  symbolize  these  ties  to  the 
land.  They  were  stripped  not  just  of  property,  but  of  their  religion, 
their  health,  and  their  way  of  life. 


The  mining  threatens  the  sole-source  aquifer  for  Black  Mesa  communities 
The  epitome  of  the  industry's  disregard  of  future  generations  and  the 
local  community  is  the  destruction  of  the  aquifer  upon  which  the  local 
communities  depend  for  survival.  The  coal  from  the  Black  Mesa  mine  is  used 
to  power  the  Mojave  Generating  Station.  Mixed  with  equal  parts  of  water, 
the  coal  is  transported  to  the  Mohave,  275  miles  away,  via  the  only 
existing  slurry  pipeline  in  the  US.  The  slurry  line  obtains  its  water  by 
pumping  3 millions  of  water  each  day  from  the  Navajo  aquifer,  which  is  the 
sole-source  aquifer  for  the  Hopi  and  western  Dineh.  A report  prepared  by 
the  U.S.  Geological  survey  concluded  that  90%  of  the  water  in  the  N- 
aquifer  is  10,000  to  35,000  years  old  -collected  during  the  ice  age.  The 
draining  of  the  aquifer  to  drive  the  slurry  line  is  threatening  the  water 
supplies  of  many  communities  in  the  region  - some  have  only  a few  years 
left.  The  slurry  line  operates  without  any  permit  from  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  or  the  U.S.  Office  of  Surface  Mining 
Reclamation  and  Enforcement  (OSMRE) . In  a region  where  water  is  extremely 
scarce,  the  use  of  such  a precious  resource  just  to  transport  coal  is  a 
tragic  waste. 


A culture  endangered 

The  land  was  turned  over  to  the  coal  companies  without  making  any 
provisions  to  protect  the  burial  sites  or  sacred  sites  that  were  to  be 
destroyed  by  the  mines.  Over  4,000  Anasazi  cliff  houses,  archaeological, 
sacred  and  burial  sites  in  the  region  have  been  bulldozed.  Local  water 
sources  have  been  poisoned  and  water  wells  capped,  fenced  off  and 
dismantled,  resulting  in  the  deaths  of  livestock.  Homes  near  the  mine 
suffer  from  blasting  damage. 


The  human  cost 

The  human  cost  is  the  destruction  of  the  environment  and  the  traditional 
Dineh  and  Hopi  people.  Over  12,000  Dineh  have  been  relocated  from  the 
Black  Mesa  region.  Thousands  of  traditional  people  unable  to  adapt  have 


died  from  relocation  effects  or  lost  their  homes,  called  "the  home  loss 
phenomena".  Thousands  remain,  resisting  relocation  by  Peabody  Coal  and/or 
the  US  government.  Thousands  were  never  counted  in  any  estimates  and  have 
no  rights. 

For  31  years,  throughout  the  region,  Dineh  families  have  been  denied  the 
ability  to  fix  their  homes  due  to  a US  government  imposed  construction 
freeze.  People  living  in  a desert  environment,  without  running  water, 
have  been  denied  all  services  and  inf rastructure  development,  including 
access  to  water  and  maintenance  of  dirt  roads  used  as  school  bus  routes. 
Their  burial  sites,  homes  and  property  are  bulldozed.  Medicinal  and 
indigenous  plants  and  animals  destroyed.  Coal  dust  is  pervasive,  as  well 
as  smoke  and  fumes  from  frequent  fires  in  the  coal  seams  and  stockpiles. 
The  people  in  the  region  are  suffering  from  an  unusually  high  incidence  of 
kidney,  respiratory  disease  and  other  health  problems. 

Elderly  women  are  harassed  and  threatened  by  Peabody  Coal  and/or  the  US 
government.  Some  are  served  trespass  notices.  Their  few  remaining 
livestock  confiscated  and  sold  at  public  auction  if  they  cannot  pay  the 
money  for  their  release.  The  situation  on  Black  Mesa  is  best  demonstrated 
by  an  incident  that  occurred  on  October  15,  1997  to  Ataid  Y.  Lake,  an  84- 
year  old  Dineh  grandmother  that  lives  a traditional,  subsistence  lifestyle 
and  does  not  speak,  read  or  write  English.  For  over  twenty  years  she  has 
resisted  efforts  to  relocate  her  from  her  land  by  the  U.S.  government  and 
Peabody  Coal.  She  recently  confronted  Peabody  bulldozers  she  found  on  her 
land.  Peabody  officials  threatened  her  with  jail.  She  told  them  that  this 
area  must  not  be  disturbed,  that  it  contained  sacred  shrines.  The 
bulldozers  continued,  they  unearthed  2 human  skeletons,  1 Anasazi  and  1 
Dineh.  Another  instance  occurred  in  Dune,  when  the  family  of  Mabel  Benally 
was  imprisoned  for  protesting  Peabody's  expansion  of  a coal  stockpile 
about  100  yards  away  from  their  home.  Mabel's  daughter  was  denied  epilepsy 
medicine  and  had  a seizure  in  the  jail  cell,  at  which  time  she  and  her 
family  were  released. 

INTERNATIONAL  & NATIONAL  SUPPORT: 

Over  250  Non  Governmental  Organizations  of  the  United  Nations  condemn 
relocation  of  the  Dineh  people  and  affirm  their  right  to  their  land  above 
any  consideration  for  private,  national  or  multinational  economic 
activities.  This  support  includes:  Earth  Council;  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  of  the  United  Methodist  Church;  World  Council  of 
Churches;  National  Council  of  Churches;  Quaker  Office  to  the  United 
Nations;  Lutheran  World  Federation;  United  Church  of  Christ,  Commission  of 
Churches;  Council  of  Churches  of  NY;  Women  and  Environment,  Peace  and 
Indigenous  Peoples  Working  Groups  of  the  United  Nations;  the  NGO  Committee 
on  the  Status  of  Women;  the  Women's  Environment  and  Development 
Organization;  the  NGO  International  Decade  Committee  of  the  World's 
Indigenous  Peoples;  Natural  Heritage  Institute;  Greenpeace;  Friends  of  the 
Earth;  Earth  Island  Institute;  Gray  Panthers;  the  National  Education 
Association;  the  World  Humanist  Movement  and  other  organizations, 
representing  millions  of  people  worldwide. 


Please  support  the  call  for: 

* Revocation  of  the  agreements  which  exempts  the  Four  Corners  power  plants 
from  environmental  regulations 

* Shut  down  of  the  slurry-line  that  threatens  the  N-aquifer 

* Cessation  of  all  forcible  and  coerced  relocation  of  Dineh  families 

* An  end  to  all  forms  of  harassment,  threats  of  violence  against  Dineh 
elders,  women  and  children.  An  end  to  all  livestock  impoundment's  and 
bulldozing  of  Dineh  homes  and  property 

* Lifting  of  the  31-year  old  US  government  imposed  construction  freeze 

* All  governments  and  NGOs  to  demand  that  the  US  government  formulate  a 
new  energy  policy  that  places  the  need  for  protection  of  the  global 
environment  and  the  rights  of  indigenous  people  ahead  of  the  desire  of 
the  coal-fired  power  industry  for  profits  at  any  expense 

* Formulation  of  an  internationally-based  investigative  commission  which 
would  review  the  history  of  the  Black  Mesa  region  and  the  US  policies 
that  have  led  up  to  the  current  situation  and  conduct  an  investigation 


of  human  nights  violations  against  the  Dineh  and  Hopi  people. 


CALL, FAX  AND  WRITE: 


PRESIDENT  CLINTON'S  ADVISORS 
Mark  A.  Spitzer 

Executive  Director  and  Members  president's 
Council  on  Sustainable  Development  Address: 

730  Jackson  Place,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20503  Telephone:  (202)  408-5296  Fax: 

(202)  408-6839 

PRESIDENT  BILL  CLINTON  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT  AL  GORE 

Telephone:  (202)456-2326  Fax:  ( 202)  456-2461  or  202-456-2883 

Address:  The  White  House,  Washington,  DC  20500 

Even  a brief  three-minute  handwritten  note  can  be  very  effective. 

Always  give  your  name  and  address 

WHITE  HOUSE  COMMENTS  LINE:  (202)  456-1111 

You  should  only  call  the  White  House  telephone  comments  line  only  to 
register  your  "vote".  (The  Comments  Line  is  answered  by  volunteers  who  are 
just  there  to  take  a count  whether  the  caller  is  for  or  against  the  issue 
and  what  state  you're  from.) 

YOUR  U.S.  SENATORS 

Address:  U.S.  Senate,  Washington,  D.C.  20510 
CAPITOL  SWITCHBOARD:  800-972-3524  or  (202)  224-3121 

Tell  them  the  US  government  has  to  take  the  lead,  leading  the  world  in  the 
production  of  greenhouse  gases.  OR  You  can  call  the  800  number  and  ask  for 
your  Senator's  office.  Voice  your  opinion  briefly  and  send  him  or  her  a more 
detailed  letter  by  fax.  Most  Senators  have  staff  members  working  late  and 
on  weekends,  so  don't  hesitate  to  call  whenever  you  can. 

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  YOUR  LOCAL 
NEWSPAPERS,  MAGAZINES,  RADIO  AND  TV  STATIONS. 

This  may  be  just  as  important  as  writing  to  the  President  and  Senators. 

PLEASE  SPREAD  THE  WORD  TO  YOUR  COLLEAGUES,  FRIENDS,  FAMILY  AND  NETWORKS. 


For  further  information 

please  contact:  Sovereign  Dineh  Nation  (SDN), 

New  York  Support  Group  244  Fifth  Avenue, 

Suite  2767  NY,  NY  10001-7604 

E-mail:  sdnation@earthlink.net 

Please  send  copies  of  all  support  letters  & 

articles  to  addresses  listed  above. 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list 
of  Big  Mountain  relocation  resistance  information 
(not  discussion  or  debate).  To  unsubscribe,  email 
redorman@plix. com  with  "unsubscribe"  in  the  subject 
header.  For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post 
as  a forwarded  message,  you  may  subscribe  by 
emailing  redorman@plix.com  with  the  word  "subscribe" 
in  the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other 
activist  internet  resources,  visit  "The  Activist 
Page"  at  http://www.plix.com/~users/redorman/index.htm 

"RE : Chiefs  Expose  BC  Treaty  Process"  

Date:  Tue,  25  Nov  1997  23:29:36  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : UBCIC  exposes  BC  Treaty  process:  "Genocide!" 


-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
UNION  CHIEFS  MEET 

Raven's  Eye,  November  1997,  Page  1,  by  Paul  Barnsley 

Fort  Rupert  BC.  The  29th  annual  gathering  of  the  Union  of  British 
Columbia  Indian  Chiefs  began  with  a speech  from  President  Saul  Terry  that 
set  the  mood  for  the  entire  three-day  affair.  In  opening  the  UBCIC  Annual 
General  Assembly,  the  man  who  speaks  for  the  First  Nations  in  the  Province 
who  do  not  support  the  treaty  negotiation  process  took  shot  after  shot  at 
both  the  process  and  those  chiefs  who  are  participating  in  it. 

"Many  of  our  people  are  living  well  on  borrowed  money.  Some  of  our 
leaders  have  the  arrogance  to  think  they  can  negotiate  their  way  around 
extinguishment  and  genocide,"  Terry  said.  He  was  referring  to  the  fact 
that  First  Nations  which  participate  in  the  treaty  process  will  eventually 
have  to  pay  back  80%  of  the  money  spent  to  negotiate  their  treaties.  He 
also  referred  to  the  increasingly  apparent  trend  - seen  in  both  the 
Nisga'a  and  Sechelt  offers,  the  only  government  offers  to  date  - of 
including  the  extinguishment  of  Aboriginal  rights  in  all  modern-day 
treaties  that  are  being  negotiated  in  the  province. 

"We  must  always  be  wary  of  these  different  strategies  that  all  have  the 
same  agenda  - to  disinherit  us  and  separate  us  from  our  homelands,"  Terry 
added.  "All  of  these  processes  have  the  same  intent,  which  is  to  take  away 
our  lands  and  our  resources  forever."  Chiefs  who  oppose  the  treaty  process 
believe  the  negotiated  end  of  Aboriginal  rights  in  modern-day  treaties  is 
just  the  latest  version  of  a long  history  of  attempts  to  eliminate 
Aboriginal  people  as  a political  problem  for  the  mainstream  governments. 
They  call  it  genocide.  "Genocide  is  being  perpetrated  against  Indian 
people,"  Terry  said.  "Indigenous  people  cannot  continue  to  exist  if  the 
processes  of  termination  continues  to  be  practiced." 

The  UBCIC  position  has  been  criticized  as  extreme  and  inflexible.  "Some 
people  say  we  are  taking  too  hard  a line,"  Terry  said,  dealing  with  his 
critics.  "My  God,  if  our  future  is  in  jeopardy,  we  must  state  that  and 
stop  the  dangers  in  the  treaty  process  and  other  government  initiatives 
now  offered  to  us." 

Letters  to  Raven's  Eye:  edraven@ammsa.com 


More  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  Process: 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Clark/BCgovt . html 
--==(+)==- -SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ANSWER:  CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM! --==(+)==-- 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

— "RE:  This  Is  Where  We're  From"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Nov  1997  01:49:01  -0500 
From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : Day  20  of  Daishowa  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  trial 

Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 

485  Ridelle  Avenue,  Toronto,  ON  M6B  1K6 

phone  (416)  763-7500,  fax  (416)  603-2715,  e-mail:  fol  @tao.ca 

Court  Update:  Day  20j  Tuesday,  November  25,  1997 
Chief  Ominayak,  "This  Is  Where  We're  From" 

Justice  James  MacPherson  stated  that  his  decision  to  not  to  allow  the 
motion  for  dismissal  of  trial  based  on  conflict  of  interest  was 


essentially  the  same  as  his  September  ruling:  timeliness  and  standing. 
Justice  MacPherson  dismissed  the  submission  that  the  situation  had 
radically  changed  when  DMI  counsel,  John  Hunter,  conducted  cross 
examination  of  two  FoL  witnesses,  Fred  Lennarson  and  Archbishop  Ted  Scott, 
thereby  acting  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  Daishowa  Inc..  His  reasons  will 
be  available  shortly  and  will  be  sent  to  Lubicon  supporters  at  that  time, 
rather  than  being  paraphrased  here. 

Mr.  Owen  Young,  counsel  for  the  Lubicon  Nation  and  acting  for  the 
Friends  of  the  Lubicon  in  this  action,  began  the  testimony  of  Lubicon 
Chief  Bernard  Ominayak  by  asking  him  about  his  background.  Chief  Ominayak 
was  born  in  1950  at  Lubicon  Lake  and  was  brought  up  in  the  Lubicon  Cree 
traditions  through  teachings  of  elders.  He  was  taught  in  Cree  by  his 
parents  and  was  sent  to  help  the  elders,  learning  at  the  same  time  how 
things  were  done  in  the  past.  Through  the  elders  Chief  Ominayak  learned 
the  traditional  history  of  the  Lubicon  Cree. 

He  discussed  how  during  the  spring  and  fall  ceremonies  people  shared 
information  about  which  families  would  be  where  in  the  coming  months, 
where  hunting  would  be  good,  and  people  were  made  aware  of  those  who 
needed  help.  Elderly  people  spoke  about  hunting  and  trapping  experiences, 
teaching  how  to  do  things  and  how  to  provide  for  the  rest  of  the  people. 

Chief  Ominayak  said  that  the  stories  of  his  people  went  back  to  the  late 
1700s  and  the  Lubicon  people  hadn't  come  form  anyplace  else.  Pointing  to  a 
map  that  showed  the  Lubicon  traditional  territory.  Chief  Ominayak  said, 
"This  is  where  we're  from." 

The  Lubicon  had  few  problems  where  they  needed  outside  help,  said  Chief 
Ominayak,  and  the  only  way  to  the  town  of  Peace  River,  about  100  km. 
northwest,  was  by  horseback  or  cart.  Hunting  provided  the  main  food  source 
and  the  people  gathering  medicines  in  the  surrounding  territory.  Chief 
Ominayak  said  that  the  Lubicon  "had  no  laws  to  say  how  things  should  be 
done"  and  the  people  came  together  when  help  was  needed. 

Cree  is  the  first  language  of  the  Lubicon,  Chief  Ominayak  explained,  but 
he  gets  by  in  English  but  can't  claim  to  be  fluent.  He  has  to  use  English 
to  communicate  outside  of  the  community,  including  this  trial,  indicating 
the  courtroom. 

Mr.  Young  asked  Chief  Ominayak  to  discuss  the  differences  between  native 
and  non-native  communities.  Chief  Ominayak  said  that  he  was  brought  up  to 
respect  all  people  but  in  dealing  with  the  Federal  Government,  the  Lubicon 
began  to  see  that  not  all  people  were  the  same.  He  said  that  he 
encountered  an  atmosphere  of  mistrust.  It  was  found  that  people  wanted  to 
come  onto  Lubicon  land  and  exploit  the  resources  without  regard  to  the 
people  and  the  environment.  Year  after  year  the  land  was  eroded  and  the 
people  had  to  protect  the  land  for  the  future.  Chief  Ominayak  said  there 
was  a lot  of  regulations  that  should  have  been  abided  by  but  it  seemed 
"the  bigger  the  company,  the  more  they  get  away  with." 

Chief  Ominayak  said  the  Lubicon  would  be  wiped  out  if  there  was  large 
scale  cutting  of  trees  after  suffering  a lot  of  destruction  already  due  to 
continued  oil  and  gas  development.  He  said  logging  would  "finish  our 
people  off."  It  was  very  important  to  have  an  agreement  in  place  before 
sitting  down  and  talking  with  Daishowa.  Special  areas  need  to  be 
protected  to  save  special  trees  and  medicines,  some  of  which  they  have  to 
travel  farther  and  farther  to  collect  now.  However,  Chief  Ominayak  said 
that  companies  had  no  regard  or  respect  for  the  people's  interest.  It  is 
not  a situation  where  the  Lubicon  can  survive. 

Chief  Ominayak  said  the  Federal  Government  and  Alberta  Government  have 
tried  to  tell  the  Lubicon  who  belongs  to  the  Lubicon  Lake  Nation  but  the 
Lubicon  people  don't  need  either  government  to  tell  them  who  is  Lubicon. 
Attempts  were  made  to  remove  people  from  the  membership  list  and  people 
were  transferred  from  one  band's  list  to  another.  Pointing  to  the 
government-created  Woodland  Cree,  who  have  three  different  kinds  of 
members.  Chief  Ominayak  said  what  the  Lubicon  needed  was  an  agreement  that 
would  benefit  all  the  community,  where  all  the  people  were  equal  and  not 
subject  to  government  categories. 

There  was  tension  in  the  community  when  oil  and  gas  companies  moved  to 
exploit  the  resources  on  Lubicon  land  after  a road  was  built  in  the  late 
1970s,  Chief  Ominayak  related.  Seismic  lines  and  other  intrusions  cut 


across  traplines  without  respect  for  the  Lubicon  livelihood,  creating 
animosity  for  the  oil  and  gas  companies.  The  Lubicon  have  gotten  the 
companies  to  sit  and  talk  about  the  people's  concerns  and  Chief  Ominayak 
has  noted  a change  of  attitude  with  the  companies  showing  more 
understanding. 

The  impacts  affected  the  people,  however,  and  the  Lubicon  have  suffered 
greatly.  The  health  of  the  community  has  been  affected  and  the  economy 
has  been  severely  restricted.  Hunting  is  more  difficult  now  and  has  meant 
a change  in  social  and  cultural  values  explained  Chief  Ominayak.  The  whole 
structure  of  the  Lubicon  community  began  to  fall  apart. 

The  Alberta  Government  has  made  efforts  to  assert  authority  on  the 
Lubicon  through  coercion  and  threats,  said  Chief  Ominayak. 

In  the  early  70s  The  Lubicon  attempted  to  file  a Caveat  in  Alberta  court 
that  would  protect  their  lands  but  the  Alberta  Government  introduced 
retroactive  legislation  that  invalidated  the  Caveat  while  it  was  still 
before  the  court. 

Chief  Ominayak  said  the  Federal  Government  has  undermined  the  Lubicon  by 
creating  the  Woodland  Cree  band  to  attempt  to  take  away  membership  through 
a divide  and  conquer  strategy.  This  new  group  doesn't  have  historical 
roots  in  the  area  and  is  an  attempt  to  weaken  the  Lubicon 's  position  in 
negotiations  with  the  Federal  Government. 

Mr.  Young  asked  Chief  Ominayak  about  logging  that  the  Lubicon  had 
experienced.  He  answered  that  prior  to  1988  there  was  some  small-scale 
logging  from  time  to  time.  In  1988,  Daishowa  announced  construction  of  a 
pulp  mill  in  Peace  River,  Chief  Ominayak  said  the  Lubicon  felt  they 
couldn't  afford  to  let  clearcut  logging  take  place  after  experiencing  the 
damage  from  oil  and  gas  companies.  He  said  the  Lubicon  still  feel  this 
way. 

On  March  7,  1989  Chief  Ominayak  met  with  Daishowa  representatives  to 
explain  Lubicon  concerns.  The  Lubicon  tried  to  get  them  to  understand 
that  logging  couldn't  take  place  before  the  land  claim  had  been  settled. 
Chief  Ominayak  said  Daishowa  agreed  and  he  left  the  meeting  with  the 
assurance  that  Daishowa  would  not  be  logging  on  Lubicon  land  until  the 
land  rights  were  settled.  Chief  Ominayak  said  that  traditional  courtesy 
meant  that  Lubicon  made  an  effort  to  be  pleasant  in  a letter  to  Daishowa 
and  didn't  mention  the  agreement  overtly  but  stated  that  there  was  a 
failure  to  communicate. 

Chief  Ominayak  said  the  Lubicon  were  pleased  that  Daishowa  has,  in  a 
sense,  honoured  the  agreement  because  the  company  has  not  logged  in 
Lubicon  traditional  territory,  but  they  needed  a lot  of  help  to  do  that, 
especially  the  boycott. He  said  it  is  still  uncertain  that  Daishowa  won't 
come  onto  Lubicon  land  and  the  people  were  uncertain  "when  all  hell's 
going  to  break  loose."  He  said  that  the  people  were  prepared  to  stand  up 
and  protect  themselves.  Chief  Ominayak  hoped  that  Daishowa  would  honour 
their  commitment  and  not  waste  time,  gesturing  toward  the  court.  Chief 
Ominayak  said  that  Lubicon  attempts  to  protect  their  rights  in  court  have 
not  been  good. 

A report  by  E.  Davie  Fulton  in  the  mid-80s  recommended  to  that  one  way 
the  Lubicon  could  achieve  a land  title  was  by  a direct  reference  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  but  the  Federal  Government  was  not  interested  in 
the  report.  Chief  Ominayak  said  the  Federal  Government's  position  has 
been  consistent:  it  does  not  want  achieve  a fair  and  equitable  settlement 
Instead  the  Federal  Government  has  put  forth  a take  it  or  leave  it  offer 
which  wouldn't  provide  what  the  Lubicons  need. 

Mr.  Dohn  Hunter,  counsel  for  DMI  (and,  apparently,  for  Daishowa  Inc.), 
cross  examined  Chief  Ominayak  for  the  plaintiffs.  Mr.  Hunter  asked  Chief 
Ominayak  to  comment  on  two  letters  regarding  typical  agreements  with  oil 
and  gas  companies.  The  Lubicon  have  had  approximately  200  similar 
agreements  that  say  the  the  Lubicons  won't  oppose  a particular  development 
Those  letters,  he  said,  were  required  by  the  Energy  Resources  Conservation 
Board  because  of  their  policies.  Chief  Ominayak  said  it  wasn't  Lubicon 
policy  to  issue  a press  release  and  it  depended  on  the  situation. 

Cross  examination  of  Chief  Ominayak  will  continue  Wednesday  in  courtroom 
4-10,  361  University  Ave.  at  10  a.m. 


FoL  gratefully  acknowledges  Greenpeace  for  providing  lunch  for 
Chief  Ominayak,  Paul  George,  FoL,  and  supporters.  The  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  has  continued  to  provide  facilities  for  lunch  and  a respite  from 
court;  a very  special  note  of  gratitude! 

For  more  background  information  visit  the  Lubicon  supporter  web  page  at: 

http: //kafta . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 

Complete  Court  Updates  are  available  at  http://www.tao.ca/~fol/ 

"RE : Extinct  Natives  Fight  for  Status"  

Date:  Thu,  27  Nov  1997  01:54:04  -0800 
From:  William  Spearson  <puggy@insidenet . com> 

Sub j : "Extinct"  Natives  fighting  for  status 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

The  Sinixt  Nation,  natives  of  interior  B.C.,  are  battling  for 
recognition  after  being  declared  extinct  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Canadian  Government  in  1956.  This  was  the  final  blow  after  their 
population  was  systematically  decimated  by  the  seemingly  deliberate 
spread  of  smallpox  through  the  distribution  of  infected  blankets. 

There  are  several  thousand  Sinixt,  also  known  as  Arrow  Lakes  Peoples, 
still  alive  today.  But  only  a few  dozen  remain  in  the  traditional 
territory  surrounding  the  Arrow  and  Slocan  Lakes.  The  rest  have  moved  to 
reservations  around  the  province,  or  to  lands  in  the  United  States, 
where  their  existence  is  not  yet  contested. 

Robert  Watt,  the  appointed  guardian  of  the  Sinixt  peaceful  occupation  of 
the  Vallican  Burial  Grounds,  has  been  deported  by  the  B.C.  government 
three  times.  His  transborder  case  is  before  the  United  Nations  and  the 
Federal  Court  of  Appeal. 

A website  has  been  established  to  help  raise  public  awareness  regarding 
the  plight  of  the  Sinixt  Peoples. 
http://www.tinmen.org/sinixt/ 

Please  help  get  the  word  out  - 

"Dust  because  the  federal  government  declared  us  extinct,  this  did  not  mean 
that  we  became  extinct,  and  declaring  us  extinct  did  not  quieten  our  voice 
or  take  away  our  responsibility  to  our  land  and  environment.  We  are  now  more 
committed  than  ever  to  voice  our  interest  and  maintain  our  responsibility  to 
the  land."  (Dec.  10,  1994  - Robert  Watt) 

Thanks, 

William 

"RE;  on  Leadership"  

Date:  Sun,  23  Nov  1997  17:45:13  -0800 
From:  Dames  BlueWolf  <wolfbros(3zapcom. net> 

Sub j : On  Leadership 

UUCP  email 

Speech  on  Youth  Leadership  1971 

Haaah-  Today  I've  been  asked  to  talk  about  Leadership.  First,  I want 
to  thank  the  Creator  for  bringing  all  of  us  here  safely,  and  that  all  our 
needs  have  been  met.  Second  I want  to  say  that  I am  not  a spokesman  for, 
or  official  representative  of,  any  Tribe  or  Nation.  I speak  for  myself  and 
my  Warrior  Society  only. 

Lets  look  at  a general  history  of  Traditional  leadership.  I'm  going  to 
make  some  sweeping  generalizations.  I don't  mean  to  imply  that  all 
traditional  leaders  were  perfect  or  morally  superior  to  anyone  else.  Also 
I know  that  different  Nation's  did  have  different  Ways  of  choosing  leaders. 
But  still  there  were  examples  of  superior  leadership  in  every  Nation. 

In  days  past  we  looked  first  to  our  survival.  We  had  to  have  hunters  and 
warriors  and  decision-makers  and  clowns.  All  the  elements  of  a society  and 
culture.  In  each  of  those  honorable  pursuits  there  were  those  who 


excelled,  those  who  were  the  best.  Hunters,  fights,  scouts,  planners, 
speakers.  They  were  recognized  by  the  People  for  their  abilities,  and 
were  often  followed  by  others  because  of  those  abilities.  They  were 
natural  leaders.  Given  their  Power  by  their  natural  abilities,  they  were 
easily  recognized  and  honored.  If  they  lost  those  abilities  or  dishonored 
their  positions  people  simply  refused  to  follow  them  any  further.  Also 
there  was  room  for  more  than  one.  Often  we  governed  ourselves  by  consensus 
or  agreement  in  councils  of  men  deciding  as  a group  rather  than  as 
individuals.  When  pressed  for  time  we  knew  who  to  look  to  but  no  one  was 
bound  to  follow,  everyone  had  a choice.  All  important  positions  of 
leadership  dealt  with  issues  related  to  the  physical  or  social  survival  of 
the  People  as  a group.  Individual  problems  always  took  a backseat  to 
those  faced  by  the  Nation.  Everyone  understood  that  and  agreed  that  that 
was  the  way  it  should  be.  And  we  survived. 

European  leadership,  at  least  in  democratic  America,  has  different  roots 
and  values  at  its  core.  The  Americans  were  not  Tribal.  They  never  believed 
that  the  People  came  before  the  individual.  The  individual  was  king.  So 
those  that  put  themselves  up  to  be  'chosen'  as  leaders  were  often  not  the 
most  qualified  or  the  most  honorable,  or  even  the  most  trustworthy.  Since 
the  Americans  had  no  Tribal  system  they  could  not  evaluate  an  individuals' 
worth  by  his  deeds,  they  had  to  settle  for  his  words.  Words  cannot  hold 
honor,  or  demand  loyalty,  or  serve  on  their  own  the  needs  of  the  People. 
Without  common  goals,  the  american  standards  for  leadership  came  to  be 
judged  by  how  well  a person  served  the  enrichment  of  his  neighbors  and 
their  individual  fortunes. 

The  Native  Leader  might  be  respected  and  Honored,  but  much  was  expected 
from,  and  of,  him  personally.  In  a number  of  Nations  he  was  expected  to 
embrace  poverty  or  to  hold  himself  apart  from  others  by  observing  a higher 
standard  or  morality  and  ethics.  His  was  a position  of  sacrifice,  which  he 
fulfilled  due  to  his  commitment  to  the  Nation.  (Of  course  this  wasn't 
always  true!) 

The  American  leader,  is  often  paid  for  his  service,  able  to  accept  gifts 
and  even  expected  to  increase  his  personal  wealth  and  stature,  providing 
it  be  done  discreetly.  Though  it  is  publicly  proclaimed  that  the  leaders 
should  have  high  moral  and  ethical  standards,  the  opposite  is  the  rule 
rather  than  the  exception.  Despite  the  great  words  and  promises  made  - the 
deeds  of  american  politicians,  with  a few  notable  exceptions,  have  been  a 
tribute  to  greed,  lust  and  individual  self  gratification.  (It  is  also 
true  that  many  Indian  leaders  were  wealthy  as  well.) 

Today  we  have  come  to  a middle  ground.  The  old  physical  ways  of  survival 
have  passed.  But  the  challenge  to  survive  as  a People  is  still  with  us. 
There  will  always  be  Apaches,  and  Pomos,  and  Mohawks.  Always  People  who 
can  say  they  are  racially  Indian  but  there  may  not  always  be  an  Apache 
Language,  A Porno  Culture,  or  a Mohawk  Tribe.  These  can  be  lost! 

Some  of  our  People  in  the  last  two  generations  became  convinced  that  the 
Indian  Way  was  dead  and  that  to  survive  they  had  to  become  Americans.  For 
these  People  the  belief  that  'the  Tribe  comes  first'  died.  Today  they  live 
and  think  only  of  themselves  and  of  their  immediate  families.  That  way  of 
thinking  is  the  true  threat  to  the  survival  of  the  Native  American  Nations. 

If  the  Tribal  Way  of  thinking  dies,  the  Tribes  will  die. 

Fortunately  there  are  enough  who  did  not  give  up,  who  did  not  give  in  - 
true  survivors!  Today  they  point  the  Way  - not  backward  - but  forward!! 

They  look  to  make  connections  between  the  old  ways  and  today.  They  know 
that  the  Ceremonies  and  Dances  are  not  just  things  done  for  Tourists 
during  Indian  Days  but  are  the  'life'  of  the  People.  These  ways  must  be 
'brought  to  life'  in  a way  that  young  people  can  feel  the  connection  to 
the  world  they  live  in!  The  Dance  of  the  hunt  becomes  the  Dance  to  hunt 
for  a job  or  start  a new  business.  The  War  Dance  becomes  a Dance  to 
prepare  to  challenge  the  BIA  or  the  Government  with  the  Educational 
weapons  they  have  forced  into  our  hands!  The  Honor  Dance  seeks  to  sustain 
our  pride  by  honoring  those  who  get  a job,  or  graduate  school,  or  enter 
rehab,  or  quit  drinking.  Social  dances,  powwows,  sings  and  contests 
reaffirm  our  social  bonds  to  each  other  and  foster  pride  in  our  cultural 
differences . 

Of  course  our  Spiritual  Ceremonies  continue  to  have  meaning  only  if  the 


People  truly  believe  in  the  Creator. 

So  the  challenge  to  our  leadership  today  is  not  to  sit  back  but  to  step 
forward  in  service,  to  organize  Councils  that  really  do  represent  all  of 
the  People's  voices,  to  put  Tribal  needs  in  front,  with  less  thought  for 
personal  gain  or  recognition,  and  finally-  to  transform  words  into  deeds 
so  that  all  of  the  People  can  see  who  you  are  by  what  you  do!  These  are 
the  goals  we  should  look  to.  Do  they  seem  unreasonable  or  unattainable? 
We'll  see! 

If  every  decision  we  make  is  regarded  as  an  important  one  affecting  the 
People's  survival-  the  right  decisions  will  be  made.  If  those  who  lead, 
continue  to  lead  for  themselves,  everyone's  survival  is  threatened.  As 
Ceremony  is  the  soul  of  the  People,  and  Relationships  are  the  Heart  of  the 
People,  so  Leadership  is  the  Mind  of  the  People.  Without  it,  the  Tribal 
Way  cannot  survive,  and  Indians--generations  from  now--will  be  just  like 
the  Americans.  Irish,  Italian,  English,  French,  Polish,  German,  Dapanese, 
Chinese-  without  their  language  and  culture-lost.  Spiritless,  and  alone! 

Step  forward  - it  is  a risk,  it  is  a hard  Way.  It  can  be  painful  to  the 
mind  and  to  the  Soul.  But  suffer  up  for  your  People.  Show  what  you  can  do 
and  do  it! 

Thank  you  for  listening. 

"RE : Thanksgiving  Message"  

Date:  Wed,  26  Nov  1997  22:59:56  -0800 
From:  Dames  Duncan  <toj@alice. net> 

Sub j : Thanksgiving  Message  from  The  Gathering  of  Mother  Earths'  Children 

UUCP  email 

0 SI  YO' (Greetings) , to  all  My  Relations 

I write  to  you  today  in  a very  humble  and  loving  way,  to  share  a little 
of  the  joy  in  my  heart.  Some  of  you  know  me  and  some  know  of  me,  and  some 
may  not.  Each  of  you  and  I have  in  one  way  or  another  crossed  each 
others'  path,  and  by  such  are  connected. 

I wish  to  share  with  you  our  thanks  and  appreciation  for  all  the  kind 
and  loving  acts  that  each  of  you  have  bestowed  upon  my  family  and  myself 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  as  we  have  journeyed  along  the  Trail  of  Doy 
over  the  past  few  years.  There  have  been  those  who  have  turned  their 
backs  shut  their  doors  in  our  faces.  These  we  thank  most,  for  had  they 
not  done  this,  we  would  not  have  met  many  other  kind  and  loving  people. 

Last  November  the  28th  we  planted  the  eighth  Cedar  Tree  in  Bradenton,  FL. 
This  was  the  last  of  eight  trees  that  were  planted  along  the  path  of 
Hernando  DeSoto,  one  in  each  of  what  are  now  the  States  of  Arkansas, 
Mississippi,  Alabama,  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia 
and  Florida.  This  was  the  path  of  what  has  been  called  by  some  a journey 
of  discovery,  yet  in  truth  it  was  a path  of  genocide  and  destruction. 

Desoto's  journey  marked  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  a way  of  life  for  a 
people  that  had  lasted  for  many  thousands  of  years,  a way  of  life  that 
knew  how  to  live  in  harmony  and  balance,  and  understood  how  and  why  we 

honored  all  that  we  shared  it  with.  A way  of  life  that  knew  that  we  had  to 

give  in  order  to  receive. 

November  28,  1996  marked  the  half-way  point  for  us  in  our  journeys. 

There  were  four  journeys  given  to  me  in  vision.  Thanksgiving  of  last  year 
marked  the  end  of  the  second  of  the  four.  This  second  journey  was  as  all 
four,  a journey  back,  for  our  future  is  in  the  past,  for  it  tells  us  how 
we  have  gotten  to  where  we  are  at.  If  we  do  not  know  or  understand  how  we 

arrived  at  a point  in  time,  we  will  never  truly  understand  where  we  are 

going.  Once,  WE  were  one...  and  we  will  be  one  again,  this  I have  seen. 

Each  of  the  two  journeys  completed,  brought  full  circle  many  of  the 
things  that  have  happened  in  the  past,  the  inhumanities  done  by  one 
people  to  another.  The  two  journeys  completed  have  been  done  to  help 
bring  about  healing  and  forgiveness.  While  these  inhumanities  have 
happened  here  in  North  America,  they  have  also  happened  all  over  the 
world.  These  have  been  done  by  mankind  in  the  name  of  many  things,  mostly 


in  the  name  of  heredity  of  their  people  or  their  God.  It  has  and  will 
continue  until  mankind  ceases  to  believe  he  and  only  he  has  the  right  of 
dominion,  where  any  group  believes  that  they  are  the  chosen  people  and 
has  God  given  rights  of  a manifest  destiny,  with  divine  rights  to  a land 
or  place.  No  matter  the  genocide  to  human  life  of  those  who  happened  to  be 
there,  first.  This  is  and  has  been  the  case  as  recorded  in  the  history  of 
man,  and  continues  today. 

It  was  fitting  that  the  Trail  of  loy  the  Return,  from  DeSoto's  path 
ended  on  Thanksgiving  for  it  is  now  one  year  later  and  as  we  look  back  to 
the  planting  of  the  last  Cedar  Tree,  and  we  remember.  What  is 
Thanksgiving?  For  it  is  many  things  to  different  people.  To  some  it  is  a 
reminder  to  give  thanks  for  what  we  have.  To  some  it  is  a reminder  of  a 
people  who  a long  time  ago  came  here  on  a few  boats,  and  a meal  that  they 
had.  To  some  it  is  a reminder  of  a time  long  ago  and  the  people  who  met 
those  boats,  and  a meal  that  they  didn't  have. 

So,  my  Relations  I ask  that  when  you  sit  down  to  your  feast  on  this 
Thanksgiving  day  that  you  remember  not  only  what  was  found  here,  even 
more  importantly  what  was  lost  here,  in  the  Americas.  Genocide  has 
happened  not  only  here  but  also  around  the  world.  No  people  have  a divine 
right  to  any  place  on  earth,  any  promise  land,  at  the  expense  of  another, 
for  any  reason.  For  we  are  all  just  branches  of  the  tree,  each  traveling 
back  to  a single  trunk  in  the  tree  of  humanity,  tied  completely  to  the 
root  of  all  life,  and  we  only  exist  because  of  our  Mother  Earth.  In  your 
prayers,  your  meditations,  no  matter  what  your  beliefs,  your  religion,  I 
ask  that  you  pray  for  all  o 


From  gans@netcom.com  Tue  Dec  9 23:14:10  1997 
Date:  Tue,  9 Dec  1997  19:56:27  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.050 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AISESnet,  NAT-FILM,  a-Paths-L  & FoL-L 
lists;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  NASC  News; 
UUCP  email;  Newsgroups : alt . native, soc. culture. native 

http : //www . azcentral . com/news/ 1208paiutes . shtml 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 


Everything  is  a gift.  I think  the  word  'gift'  is  a very,  very  important 
word.  Our  children,  our  food,  our  daily  lives,  eyesight, hearing  -- 
everything  you  can  think  of.  Our  Flair.  It  just  goes  on  and  on.  We 
receive  these  gifts  from  Creator." 

_ Florace  Axtell,  Nez  Perce 


+-  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -+ 
I Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  I 

j t 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  I 

t of  the  Republic  ( 

[ and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 
i borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

j Choctaw  Confederacies,  J 

t as  incorporated  in  the  United  [ 

[ States  Constitution,  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 
Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 


I so  that  my  forefathers  j 

[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  | Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 

+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _ + 

O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

I am  sickened  by  the  first  article  in  this  issue.  Bear  Lincoln  won  his 
freedom  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  If  he  were  not  a Round  Valley 
Indian  that  would  have  been  the  end  of  it.  The  District  Attorney  can  argue 
this  does  not  constitute  double  jeopardy  all  she  wants,  but  the  fact  is  she 
is  trying  Bear  again  on  a different  charge  out  of  either  racist  motivations 
or  self-serving  political  aspirations.  Neither  belong  in  a courtroom. 
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In  response  to  a question  regarding  the  spelling  of  Kanesatake  Frosty  Deere 
gave  the  following  answer  that  was  so  full  of  obvious  truth  I believe  it 
must  be  shared: 

Date:  Mon,  08  Dec  1997  13:55:13  GMT 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 
Newsgroup:  alt. native 
Sub j : Correct  spelling 

The  correct  spelling  is  Kanesatake. 

Which  brings  up  a question. 

Has  anyone  noticed  that  as  natives  we  are  required  to  say  and  spell  names 
of  locations  and  people  around  us?  On  the  other  hand  those  living  next 
door  to  us  after  500  years  can  not  [do  the  same].  In  fact,  most  can  not 
even  name  more  than  about  five  native  nations  living  in  America. 

I asked  some  people  living  in  New  York,  where  do  the  Cree  live,  where 
do  the  Mohawks  live,  and  what  are  the  Six  Nations.  For  the  six 
nations  I was  given,  " NATO". 

I have  not  found  that  those  living  next  to  Kahanwake  for  over  25  years, 
cannot  pronounce  the  name  and  yet  they  claim  to  know  us  or  want  to 
know  us.  I can  spell  and  pronounce  their  cities'  names,  but  it  is  rare  to 
find  one  that  can  [spell  or  pronounce  names]  of  ours. 

What  does  this  mean  ? 

To  me  it  means  they  really  have  no  interest  in  learning  about  those  of  us 
that  live  next  door.  To  them  we  are  just  people,  and  they  would  like  us 
to  get  lost  so  the  can  just  use  and  rape  the  land  of  its  resources. 

Sken : nen 
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The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


I send  thanks  for  those  who  continue  to  help.  I send  thanks  for  the  new 
contacts  that  have  been  sent  this  past  week!  There  is  also  an  urgent  appeal 
for  a driver  to  take  a load.  Please  respond  directly  to  Sun  if  you  can 
help  deliver  this  gift. 


Date:  Sat,  6 Dec  1997  13:43:17  -0500  (EST) 
From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 
Sub j : Re:  NACSN  TOY  & CLOTHES  DRIVE 


Si  yo  Gary, 

Can  you  get  a short  appeal  in  the  Res  Relief  feature  for  us.  Thanks. 

We  built  a pretty  sweat  2 weeks  ago  - In  the  middle  of  10  acres  hardwood 
west  of  Chapel  Hill.  I will  be  moving  over  here  in  April.  Did  I mention  I 
am  getting  married? 

Mi  Takueye  Oyasin 
Sun 

WE  NEED  A DRIVER! 

The  Native  American  Community  Support  Network  located  in  Raleigh  NC  has 
2000  lb.  of  toys  computers  and  clothes  that  need  to  get  to  Pine  Ridge  SD  by 
early  January  98.  We  need  a driver  w/  truck  and  hitch  or  willing  to  drive 
rental  truck,  and  share  some  expenses.  Shipment  bound  for  Ti  Ospaye,  a 
non-profit  educational  and  relief  organization  located  near  Wanblee  SD. 
Contact  Sun  Butler  at  (919)737-8478(lv . msg.)  or  abutler@ncsu.edu 


Date:  Wed,  03  Dec  97  17:54:49  PST 
From:  "g  hindsman"  <tasunke@dmv. com> 

Sub j : Help  for  Families  on  Rez 

Here  is  another  organization  which  you  might  want  to  post  - 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc.  has  been  delivering  clothing,  toys, 
etc.  to  various  reservations  for  3 years  as  an  organization,  but  the 
individual  members  who  do  it  now  for  Morning  Star  have  been  doing  this 
for  7 years.  They  started  with  10  families  and  this  year  they  have  40 
already  for  the  December  delivery  and  the  number  grows  each  day. 

All  of  the  donations  are  sorted  and  packed  for  each  family  according  to 
size,  sex  etc.  This  year  we  are  in  particular  need  of  blankets,  space 
heaters,  fans  and  linens  (towels  and  sheets) . We  have  many  toys  and 
clothing  of  all  sizes  but  good  winter  coats  are  always  useful.  We  are 
registered  as  a private  non  profit,  so  receipts  can  be  given  for 
donations.  We  can  always  use  money  donations. 

We  deliver  in  December,  Dune  and  in  August.  We  also  do  mail  deliveries 
occasionally.  Over  the  years,  we  have  made  many  friends  at  Pine  Ridge, 
Rosebud,  the  Crow  Agency  and  others.  We  try  to  help  with  special  requests 
when  we  can.  Morning  Star  has  also  been  a home  away  from  home  for  students 
and  elders  who  are  temporarily  on  the  East  Coast.  Our  headquarters  are 
located  in  Delaware  but  we  have  other  circles  in  Virginia,  New  York,  West 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  soon  in  Florida. 

For  information  about  Morning  Star  you  can  call  or  write  our  Outreach 
Coordinator  at: 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

321  Beverly  Place 

Wilmington,  DE  19809  Phone:  302-764-1178 
EMail  - candy  crow@aol.com 

I hope  you  post  this  message  - 
Mitakuye  Oyasin 

Georgie  Walks  With  Horses  Hindsman 


Date:  Sat,  6 Dec  1997  16:29:13  -0500  (EST) 

From:  leslie@neca.com 

Sub j : list  of  organizations 

UUCP  email 

Hi  Gary, 

Wanted  to  add  to  your  list:  Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado, 
Carmeen  Klausner,  970  282  8573,  email  pathways@webaccess.net 


This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 


furniture  to  Pind  Ridge  several  times  each  year.  They  are  there  now 
unloading  two  trucks.... 

Thanks  Leslie 


For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Flelper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

David  Swallow  or  Gerald  Ice 
% Gerald  ice 
P.0.  Box  199 
Wounded  Knee,  SD  57794 

Or.  . . 

Doe  Chasing  Florse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

Another  contact  is  actually  two  projects:  One  is  Santa's  Workshop  and  the 
other  is  called  Wakanheja  Tipi.  They  are  both  run  by  Liam  Paterson  and  his 
wife. 

Liam  Paterson 
1434  Creek  Road 
Manheim,  PA  17545 
717-665-2727 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. THOMAS_:+@ALBANY. VA.GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 


From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 


Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne , Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 
From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http: //rtt . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  the  Cherry  Cree 
and  Bridger  communities  on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Holy 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Keeler  and  Freidan  Condon 
Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  181 
Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Keeler  Condon 


Town  of  Cherny  Creek  Representatives 
House  #11 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 

From:  FNAIC@aol.com 

Walking  Shield  in  Southern  California  regularly  send  truck  loads  of  food, 
clothing  and  needed  items  to  many  reservations . They  are  located  at  2472 
Chambers  Rd.  Tustin,  CA.  922680  telephone  714-573-1434  Hugh  Stevens  is  the 
boss,  they  will  only  take  fairly  new  and  clean  used  items  - any  new  items  - 
and  donations  form  large  corps.  They  seem  to  be  on  the  up  and  up  and  have 
helped  many  local  reservations  and  native  organizations.  Carol 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Include  some  name/info  for  me  to  verify 
where  gifts  will  be  sent  and  how.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 

I am  especially  concerned  about  the  lack  of  contacts  for  the  Montana  Rez's. 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 
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Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 
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Sub j : Bear  Lincoln  to  be  Retried 
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BEAR  LINCOLN  TO  BE  RETRIED 
by  Nicholas  Wilson  (nwilson@mcn.org) 

for  the  Albion  Monitor  (http://www.monitor.net/monitor) 

12/5/97 

UKIAH,  CA  --  A stunned  courtroom  audience  of  Bear  Lincoln's  family  and 
supporters  heard  Mendocino  D.A.  Susan  Massini  announce  this  afternoon  that 
she  will  try  Eugene  "Bear"  Lincoln  a second  time,  this  time  on  manslaughter 
charges . 

Dury  selection  for  the  new  trial  is  set  for  February  23,  with  the  next 
court  hearing  scheduled  for  January  2nd.  Representing  Lincoln  was  Philip 
DeJong,  who  said  afterward  that  Tony  Serra  would  again  lead  the  defense 
team.  Serra  was  not  present  in  court  today,  however  his  associate  and 
co-counsel  Dianna  Samuelson  and  other  Serra  associates  were  there. 

The  manslaughter  charges  stem  from  the  April  14,  1995  shooting  death  of 
deputy  sheriff  Bob  Davis  on  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation  near 
Covelo.  Lincoln,  a Wailaki,  was  acquitted  of  first  and  second  degree  murder 
September  23  after  a two  month  long  trial  in  which  the  death  penalty  was 
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sought.  He  can  be  tried  again  because  the  jury  hung  on  the  lesser  included 
charges  of  voluntary  manslaughter  and  involuntary  manslaughter. 

Massini  also  asked  Judge  John  J.  Golden  for  a gag  order,  saying  Lincoln's 
lawyers  had  been  talking  all  over  the  county  about  the  case  since  the 
previous  gag  order  was  lifted.  Massini  said  that  the  California  bar 
association  code  of  ethics  prohibits  lawyers  from  making  inflammatory  and 
prejudicial  statements  to  the  public,  but,  she  said,  this  was  apparently 
not  enough  to  restrain  Lincoln's  attorneys. 

Many  observers  found  it  extremely  ironic  that  Massini  should  ask  for  a new 
gag  order  since  she  was  the  only  one  found  guilty  of  violating  the  old  one. 
Visiting  Judge  Carlos  Baker  slapped  Massini  with  a $500  fine  and  five  days 
jail  time  for  contempt  of  court,  but  suspended  the  sentence  provided  she 
did  not  violate  the  order  again  before  the  trial  was  over.  Apparently 
unknown  to  Baker  the  trial  had  ended  some  two  weeks  before  his  decision  and 
sentencing.  It  was  not  clear  whether  the  suspended  sentence  would  extend  to 
any  new  gag  order  in  the  case. 

Delong  opposed  any  new  gag  order  on  First  Amendment  grounds,  arguing  that 
"the  purpose  of  gag  orders  generally  is  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
defendant,  not  to  allow  the  prosecution  to  prevent  the  defendant  from 
commenting."  He  said  the  Lincoln  case  had  received  "massive  publicity  on  an 
unprecedented  scale  already,  a great  big  ocean  of  publicity,  and  it's  too 
late  to  stick  our  fingers  in  the  dike  here.  This  has  nothing  to  do  with  a 
fair  trial.  There's  an  election  campaign  starting  in  March,  and  that's 
probably  the  real  motivation." 

Judge  Golden  said  he  was  inclined  to  impose  a gag  order  immediately,  but 
would  consider  DeJong's  objections  and  make  his  decision  later  in  the 
afternoon . 

Massini  opposed  using  a written  jury  questionnaire  for  preliminary 
screening,  as  was  done  in  the  first  trial,  saying  that  manslaughter  is  not 
a death  penalty  offense,  and  jury  should  be  selected  the  same  way  they  are 
for  any  other  offense. 

DeJong  countered  that  a questionnaire  was  needed  in  order  to  help  weed 
out  jurors  with  racial  bias  against  Native  Americans  as  well  as  to  help 
determine  to  what  extent  they  were  familiar  with  details  of  the  case.  He 
also  argued  that  both  sides  had  stipulated  last  spring  to  certain 
procedures  for  jury  selection  and  that  those  agreements  are  still  binding. 

Judge  Golden  said  he  will  take  up  the  matter  at  the  next  hearing  January 
2,  when  he  will  also  likely  hear  a defense  motion  challenging  the  retrial. 
Today's  hearing  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  and  was  held  in  a cramped  courtroom 
with  only  two  rows  of  spectator  seats.  Folding  chairs  had  been  brought  in, 
however,  and  nearly  50  people  squeezed  in.  The  spectators  included  Sheriff 
James  Tuso,  who  had  complained  loud  and  long  that  the  acquittal  of  Lincoln 
was  "a  tragic  miscarriage  of  justice."  He  was  smiling  as  the  court  session 
ended . 

After  court  Massini  gave  this  statement  to  Bruce  Haldane  of  radio  station 
KZYX:  "After  considering  the  evidence  and  talking  to  many,  many,  many 
people  including  jurors  and  witnesses  and  countless  people,  and  having  a 

great  deal  of  time  to  think  and  evaluate,  I believe  this  is  the  right 

decision  and  I'm  going  to  go  forward  with  it."  She  gave  no  details  of  her 
reasons  for  the  decision  to  retry  Lincoln  despite  the  lopsided  10-2  jury 
vote  favoring  acquittal,  and  despite  being  told  by  jurors  that  they  found 
no  credible  evidence  that  Lincoln  had  committed  any  crime  whatsoever,  and 
that  he  had  acted  in  self-defense.  She  left  the  courthouse  quickly  after 
the  hearing  concluded,  and  was  not  available  for  further  comment. 

DeJong  told  Haldane  that  "People  here  have  a really  good  sense  of  what's 
right  and  what's  wrong.  I'm  real  proud  to  live  here  and  I'm  real  proud  of 

the  last  jury  we  had.  I think  they  did  a wonderful  job.  I'm  sure  we  can 

find  twelve  people  next  time  who  will  put  their  minds  and  their  hearts  into 
doing  the  right  thing."  Just  outside  the  courtroom  DeJong  said  he  expected 
an  acquittal  if  the  case  goes  to  trial,  but  he  dropped  a hint  by  saying 
that  the  defense  would  be  filing  some  motions,  and  the  retrial  was  not  a 
certainty.  He  said  he  was  surprised  by  today's  decision  and  "Frankly  I 
haven't  thought  much  beyond  today." 

Lincoln  remains  free  on  $50,000  bail,  as  he  has  been  since  September  23, 
the  day  he  was  acquitted  of  the  murder  charges.  He  had  been  in  jail  over 


two  yeans  since  turning  himself  in  to  authorities  at  Serra's  San  Francisco 
waterfront  office  August  16,  1995.  After  today's  hearing  Lincoln  said  since 
they  are  going  to  put  him  through  another  trial  he  hopes  to  use  the 
opportunity  to  bring  out  more  evidence  to  expose  law  enforcement 
wrongdoing.  He's  confident  that  he  will  be  acquitted  if  given  a fair  trial, 
but  he  doubts  an  unbiased  jury  can  be  found  in  Mendocino  County  after  all 
the  publicity.  "It's  a big,  sad  story  that  needs  to  come  to  an  end,"  he 
said.  Lincoln  was  on  his  way  to  San  Francisco  where  he  was  scheduled  to 
speak  at  a major  rally  in  support  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  the  next  day. 

FORMER  JURORS  AND  LINCOLN  SUPPORTERS  COMMENT 

Among  those  in  the  courtroom  expecting  Mendocino  County  to  drop  the 
manslaughter  charges  were  three  of  the  jurors  who  overwhelmingly  acquitted 
Lincoln  of  murder  charges,  lust  last  month,  representatives  from  the  jurors 
met  with  Massini  to  present  her  with  petitions  containing  1,024  signatures 
opposing  retrial,  lury  foreperson  Eileen  Urich  and  juror  Dorene  Burdick, 
along  with  Round  Valley  Indians  for  Justice  leader  Cora  Lee  Simmons,  spent 
over  90  minutes  discussing  the  case  and  the  urgent  need  to  correct  law 
enforcement  problems  in  Round  Valley.  Massini  told  the  three  that  she  had 
already  made  her  decision,  but  didn't  reveal  it. 

After  today's  court  session  Urich  said,  "I  think  this  is  so  stupid!  It's 
just  a waste  of  the  taxpayers'  money.  If  they  don't  have  any  more  evidence 
than  what  they  had  to  begin  with,  there's  nothing  to  try.  I am  furious!" 

Simmons  was  equally  outraged:  "I  think  it  stinks,  but  that's  okay,  because 
we're  going  to  win  this  time,  and  that's  going  to  open  the  door  to  let 
those  killers  who  actually  killed  Bob  Davis  and  Leonard  Peters  answer  for 
what  they  did,  and  that's  the  deputies.  That's  Miller,  and  I want  to 
include  (deputy  Sgt.)  Allman  and  (Sheriff)  Tuso  for  vicarious  liability." 
(Vicarious  liability  is  the  legal  theory  by  which  Lincoln  was  charged  with 
murder  for  the  death  of  his  friend  Peters  on  the  theory  that  Lincoln 
provoked  the  fatal  shooting  by  the  deputies.)  Simmons  said  she  was 
surprised  by  Massini's  decision,  because  she  had  said  things  during  the 
meeting  which  seemed  to  signal  she  would  not  retry  Lincoln. 

Karen  Pickett,  sister  to  Leonard  Peters'  widow  Cyndi  Pickett,  said  she  too 
was  surprised.  She  had  a lot  to  say  about  the  decision:  "There's  so  much 
dishonesty,  corruption,  and  incompetence  in  the  Mendocino  County  Sheriff's 
Department  that  came  out  during  the  trial.  And  that's  just  the  tip  of  the 
iceberg.  Why  would  she  set  herself  up  for  more,  especially  in  an  election 
year.  But  we  know  that  when  a cop  dies,  the  feeling  in  police  departments 
is  that  somebody's  got  to  pay.  We  know  she's  been  under  tremendous  pressure 
from  the  sheriff's  department,  and  I think  that  it's  because  of  the 
pressure  that  she's  come  out  with  this  decision.  And  that's  not  a wise 
decision  because  it's  not  based  on  a belief  that  she  can  win  this  case.  I 
don't  think  she  believes  she  can  win  this  case,  unless  she  feels  that 
people  are  at  enough  of  a disadvantage  because  of  her  friends  at  the  Press 
Democrat.  Maybe  she  feels  she  can  use  that  propaganda  and  people's  inherent 
racism  to  get  a jury  that  would  convict  him. 

"We've  seen  that  a conservative  jury  can  see  the  truth.  It  was  really 
amazing  that  Massini  could  hear  the  message  loud  and  clear  from  the  jurors, 
not  from  the  activists,  not  from  the  Round  Valley  community,  not  from  the 
defense  team,  but  from  a conservative,  death  penalty  qualified  jury  that 
she  should  not  try  to  go  ahead  with  this  case  because  it  would  cost 
Mendocino  County  not  just  money,  but  it  would  cost  it  in  many  ways.  It's 
amazing  that  she  got  that  directly  from  the  jurors  and  still  decided  to  go 
ahead.  That's  what  I find  most  surprising." 

Former  juror  Dorene  Burdick  said  she  was  not  surprised  but  offended  by 
Massini's  decision.  "I  just  hoped  that  they  had  the  perception  to  realize 
that  there  was  no  case  here  and  not  to  retry  it.  I realize  now  it  isn't 
really  about  the  facts,  it's  about  political  ambitions  in  her  case,  I 
guess.  Having  seen  the  facts,  there  is  no  cause  to  go  through  this 
expensive  rigamarole.  There  has  to  be  another  reason  than  the  evidence  that 
they  have.  So  then  you  start  figuring  it  out  just  like  in  the  trial,  and 
you  say  hey,  how  come?  Where's  this?  Where's  that?  Why  did  they  do  it  that 
way?  Why  did  he  change  his  story?  Well  it's  because  they're  working  it 
together,  and  they  have  a certain  outcome  in  mind,  and  it's  not  going  to 


deviate  from  that  as  long  as  they  have  the  power  to  work  it  their  way.  It's 
not  going  by  the  law  anymore;  it's  going  by  their  agenda.  But  if  they 
really  want  to  keep  it  going  it's  going  to  be  ugly  for  them.  It's  a real 
unwise  move,  I think,  even  if  all  you  care  about  is  political  office  or 
ambition.  They  don't  care  about  the  taxpayers'  money.  That's  what  it  means 
to  me.  The  way  it's  being  handled  is  they're  not  interested  in  justice,  not 
interested  in  what  the  people  have  to  say,  just  working  it  the  way  they 
have  it  planned  out.  They're  going  to  get  the  result  they  want  one  way  or 
another.  They're  overlooking  the  evidence  and  the  people,  and  those  are  big 
things  in  the  legal  system,  I think.  Unless  we're  in  a different  country  now. 

Asked  about  perceptions  about  the  case,  Burdick  said  many  people  who  have 
talked  to  her  expressed  surprise  at  the  jury's  acquittal  of  Lincoln  on  the 
murder  charges.  "They've  said  what  they  probably  read  in  the  Press 
Democrat.  I finally  figured  out  who  Mike  Geniella  was  in  the  courtroom 
today.  He  got  up  the  minute  it  was  over  and  went  over  and  buddied  up  with 
Tuso  in  the  corner,  smiling  and  shaking  hands,  and  stayed  there,  not 
talking  to  anyone  else.  People  have  obviously  read  the  Press  Democrat 
because  they  don't  know  the  facts.  They  say  things  like,  'Okay,  so  they 
couldn't  prove  him  guilty;  that  doesn't  mean  he  didn't  do  it.  I understand 
you  guys  had  to  find  him  not  guilty,  but  I'm  still  not  convinced  that  he 
didn't  shoot  the  guy.  He  was  up  there  and  had  a gun;  why  couldn't  he  have 
aimed  at  the  guy  and  shot  him?'  And  I said,  okay,  here's  why.  Here's  what 
we  know.  Here's  why  that  doesn't  make  sense,  plus  the  evidence  doesn't 
point  to  that.  Then  they  go,  'Well  then  there's  someone  out  there  who  shot 
him.'  Yeah,  deputy  Miller.  You  know,  it's  a tragedy,  it  was  a mistake,  it 
was  an  accident,  and  they  go,  'Oh,  okay.  I guess  I didn't  know  that  much 
about  it.'  They  really  are  not  aware  of  the  facts.  It's  self-defense,  and 
there's  no  way  they're  going  to  prove  anything  else  by  the  evidence  we  saw 
unless  they  get  people  on  the  jury  who  are  biased,  people  who  have  opinions 
like  people  I've  talked  to.  When  you  think  about  the  position  of  everything 
(at  the  shooting  scene),  the  lack  of  evidence,  and  the  blood  trail  that 
there's  no  explanation  for,  there's  nothing  that  points  to  his  guilt.  So 
fine,  if  they  want  to  retry  it  it's  just  going  to  be  a big  fight.  It'll 
probably  be  worse  than  the  first  trial." 


A complete  archive  and  background  of  the  case  is  available  on  the  Albion 
Monitor  website  (See  below  for  URL) 
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Been  lurking  here  awhile,  know  some  from  yrs 
was  3ohn  Walter  (Kwe-kwe  Frosty,  Sondra,  etc.) 
others.  Here's  something  for  Leonard...  please 
Leonard's  relations  & supporters  in  Canada... 


on  Frosty's  IG-bbs  where  I 
& don't  want  to  know  some 
ACT  on  it!  next  post  for 
nia:wen  kowa 


If  you  want  to  do  more  than  flap  your  lips  about  the  fact  that  Leonard 
Peltier  is  still  sitting  in  Leavenworth  Penitentiary,  21  years  and 
counting  since  his  conviction  for  crimes  he  did  not  commit,  if  "all  my 
relations"  is  what  you  really  believe,  not  just  what  you  say...,  then  read 
on.  Other  readers  & non-relations  can  go  back  to  discussing  how  many 
grandfathers  can  fit  on  the  head  of  a pin... 

The  US  Senate  Indian  Affairs  Committee  is  reported  to  be  considering 
asking  for  ludicial  hearings  on  Leonard's  case.  This  follows  21  years  of 
requests  for  action  to  Senate  & Congressional  offices.  The  Senate  Dudicial 
Committee,  which  has  the  authority  to  approve  & schedule,  or  to  deny  the 
request  from  the  Indian  Affairs  Committee,  is  reportedly  willing  to 
schedule  such  hearings  "...  sometime  next  session,"  which  could  mean 
anytime  during  1998.  *IF*  the  Senate  heard  enough  interest  in  the  case 
coming  from  Congress,  that  could  speed  up  their  decision  & hearings. 
Regardless  the  volume  of  email,  calls  & faxes  the  President  receives,  if 
other  politicians  don't  hear  from  their  constituents  (and  they  are  NOT 
hearing  much,  people)  they  won't  recognize  the  importance  of  this  issue 
(after  all,  what  do  most  US  politicians  care  about  one  innocent  person 
rotting  in  prison,  especially  an  Indian?)  so  they  will  not  take  the  kind 
of  action  Clinton  still  needs  to  hear  to  get  off  his  butt  & grant  Leonard 
the  Executive  Clemency  that  will  free  him. 

Calls  to  US  Congressmen  & Senators  are  needed  on  a SUSTAINED  basis  & there 
is  now  a phone  number  for  those  who  find  it  "too  difficult"  to  find  ways 
to  reach  their  representative  in  the  Senate  & Congress.  If  you  live  in  the 
USA,  call  1-888-723-5246.  Ask  for  the  Congressman/woman  or  Senator  that 
supposedly  serves  you.  Once  you  are  put  through  to  the  right  office,  tell 
them  that  you  (&  your  vote)  demand  justice  for  Leonard  NOW!  (Then  call 
again.  And  again.  And  again.).  If  you  want  to  really  be  effective  follow 
up  your  call  with  a fax.  That  usually  costs  LESS  than  a stamp.  Ask  the 
receptionist  for  the  correct  fax  number. 

For  those  that  need  a calling  script,  try  something  along  these  lines  once 
your  call  is  fed  to  the  right  office: 

"Who  in  your  office  handles  issues  related  to  human  rights,  justice,  or 
judiciary/civil  rights?"  (Get  a name.  Write  it  down  & refer  to  that  person 
on  all  future  calls  &/or  correspondence.) 

"May  I speak  to  that  person  please?"  (Since  such  species  are  usually  busy 
trying  to  look  busy  ask  to  speak  to  someone  else,  such  as  the  Important 
Person's  Executive/Administrative  Assistant,  or  you'll  probably  have  to 
call  back.  Ask  for  a specific  time  when  that  person  will  be  available  & 
then  FOLLOW  UP!)  Get  beyond  the  receptionist.  Make  someone  accountable  to 
you,  their  constituent.  When  you  get  through  state  that...  "I'd  like 

(name  of  Congressman/woman  or  Senator)  to  write  a letter  of 

support  for  the  commutation  of  the  sentence  of  Leonard  Peltier,  or  at  least 
in  support  of  holding  hearings  into  his  case  EARLY  next  session.  Please 
send  me  a copy  of  that  letter"  (give  your  correct  address).  If  they  hedge 
tell  them  why  you  want  your  representative  to  act,  & if  they  refuse  ask 
for  their  refusal  in  writing,  including  reasons  why  they  won't  write  that 
letter  of  support.  If  they  say  that  they  are  not  familiar  with  Leonard's 
case,  volunteer  to  send  them  information  & articles,  then  call  or 
otherwise  contact  the  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee.  They  send  the 
info.  Give  the  Senator/Congressperson  reasonable  time  to  receive  it  & read 
it  & then  CALL  BACK  & try  again!  Get  word  of  the  results  of  your  efforts 
back  to  the  LPDC  so  that  they  can  follow  up  on  your  efforts  by  pushing  to 
make  sure  you  get  the  letter  you  asked  for,  answering  questions  or 
overcoming  their  specific  objections. 

Such  effort  may  take  anywhere  from  30  minutes  to  an  hour  of  your  time,  but 
keep  in  mind  that  Leonard  has  given  (so  far)  over  twenty-one  (21)  YEARS  to 
The  Struggle. 

mitakuye  oyasin...  for  all  our  relations... 

"RE : Peltier  Action  Appeal/Canada"  

Date:  Sun,  07  Dec  1997  20:56:24  -0400 
From:  mail(3net rover . com  ( justanoldman) 


Sub j : Leonard  Peltier  (Canada) 


Newsgroup:  alt. native 

been  lurking  here  awhile...  know  some  of  you  from  yrs  on  Frosty's  IG-bbs 
(Kwe-kwe  Frosty,  Sondra,  etc.)  some  folks  on  here  I don't  care  to  know. 
Please  act  on  this  for  Leonard.  Separate  post  for  his  relations  & 
supporters  in  USA 
masi : cho 

I was  encouraged  to  hear  that  the  Kongress  & Senate  of  Amerika  have  been 
dragged  to  review  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier,  (kicking  & screaming  all 
the  way)  by  the  30-million-plus  signatures  that  have  been  demanding 
justice  for  Leonard  since  his  incarceration  in  1976. 

I request  that  you  ensure  this  msg  is  forwarded  to  the  LPDC-SG's  in  Canada 
especially,  as  there  is  a Canadian  connection  to  Leonard's  case  that  they 
can  help  with,  and  their  action  now,  right  here  in  Canada  may  put  more 
pressure  on  efforts  to  free  Leonard  in  the  states. 

As  those  familiar  with  the  thoroughly-documented  story  of  the  framing  of 
Leonard  Peltier  by  the  rabid  dogs  of  the  FBI  know,  Leonard  was  arrested  in 
Canada  and  extradited  to  the  USA  by  way  of  totally  falsified  affidavits 
submitted  to  Canadian  authorities  by  the  COINTELPRO  scum.  The 
then-Minister  of  Justice  in  Canada,  who  signed  his  extradition  papers,  was 
the  Honourable  Warren  Allmand.  Shortly  after  Leonard  was  extradited, 

Allmand  was  given  the  evidence  of  the  slimy  duplicity  of  the  govt  of  the 
USA,  and  he  has  fought  hard  to  have  the  government  of  Canada  lay  a formal 
diplomatic  protest  on  the  Amerikan  government  ever  since.  Once  such  a 
formal  protest  is  made,  the  extradition  treaty  between  the  two  states 
would  leave  the  govt  of  the  USA  no  option  but  to  immediately  release 
Leonard  and  return  him  to  Canada.  Due  to  pressure  on  the  Canadian  govt  by 
their  masters  in  Washington,  Allmand 's  efforts  achieved  modest  success 
only  in  1995,  when  he  convinced  54  fellow-Members  of  Parliament  (MP's  from 
all  parties)  to  join  him  in  filing  an  Amicus  Brief  to  the  Amerikan  court 
of  appeal  that  was  Leonard's  last  hope  of  judicial  release.  Although  the 
appeal  was  denied  on  juristic  technicalities,  the  unprecedented  filing  of 
a brief  by  55  members  of  a foreign  govt  in  an  internal  USA  court  case 
caused  such  a ruckus  in  Canada  that  the  Minister  of  Justice  at  the  time, 
the  Honourable  Alan  Rock  (now  Minister  of  Health)  was  forced  to  respond  to 
the  cries  of  outrage  at  Canada's  shameful  silence  during  the  interceding 
20-plus  years  of  Leonard's  illegal  imprisonment.  In  June  of  1995  Rock 
sought  to  placate  the  growing  criticism  by  announcing  that  his  Ministry  of 
Justice  would  conduct  an  internal  review  of  Leonard's  extradition  to  the 
police-state  south  of  our  border.  That  internal  review  has  long-since  been 
completed,  but  the  global  gestapo  in  Washington  that  pulls  the  strings  of 
our  puppet-regime  here  in  Canada  has  put  enough  pressure  on  the  spineless 
Canadian  legislators-in-power  to  keep  the  results  of  that  internal  review 
from  being  released  to  the  public  that  paid  for  it.  The  new  Justice 
Minister  in  Canada,  the  Honourable  Anne  McLellan,  refuses  to  make  any 
comment  on  the  case.  The  ruling  Liberal  party  is  opposed  by  no  less  than 
four  opposition  parties  in  Canada's  House  of  Commons;  the  old  Progressive 
Conservatives  (all  sons-of-Newt) , the  Reform  Party  (all  sons-of -bitches 
who  think  Newt  is  too  far  left),  the  Bloc  Quebecois  (who  care  about 
nothing  and  know  even  less  about  anything  outside  their  own  petty 
provincial  backwater),  and  the  always-game-but-never-numerous  socialists 
of  the  New  Democratic  Party.  The  House  Justice  Critic  for  the  NDP  is  a 
novice  MP,  the  Honourable  Peter  Mancini.  He  has  courageously  undertaken  to 
lift  the  lid  of  secrecy  the  Liberals  have  slammed  on  the  report  on  the 
internal  review  of  Leonard's  extradition.  (Warren  Allmand  is  no  longer  a 
Member  of  parliament). 

If  the  gutless  present  Minister  of  Justice  is  forced  to  make  that  report 
public  it  would  lead  to  the  Canadian  govt  being  forced  to  lay  that  formal 
diplomatic  protest  on  the  govt  of  Amerika,  and  with  the  news  of  the 
possibility  of  a judicial  review  of  Leonard's  case  during  the  next  session 
of  the  US  Kongress,  it  may  be  the  final  straw  for  the  dogs  that  are 
keeping  Leonard  locked  up.  They  may  decide  to  grant  him  clemency  just  to 
keep  the  lid  on  their  can  of  worms  (a.k.a.  the  FBI). 


I therefore  urge  all  Canadians  to  put  the  pressure  on  Canada's  Minister  of 
Dustice  to  release  the  report  of  the  internal  review  of  Leonard  Peltier's 
extradition  to  the  Canadian  public.  Call  and  write  to  your  local  MP,  start 
and  send  petitions,  demanding  the  public  release  of  the  report  of  that 
internal  review  to: 

The  Honourable  Anne  McLellan 
Minister  of  Dustice 
The  House  of  Commons 
Ottawa,  Ontario 
K1A  0A6 

Make  sure  to  send  copies  of  your  letter  and/or  petitions  to: 

The  Honourable  Peter  Mancini 
Member  of  Parliament 
The  House  of  Commons 
Ottawa,  Ontario 
K1A  0A6 

Leonard  Peltier  is  100%  innocent  of  the  crime  of  murder.  The  whole  world 
knows  it.  Even  the  Amerikan  prosecutors  in  his  case  have  freely  admitted 
in  courts  of  appeal  that,  "...  we  don't  know  who  shot  those  agents..."  yet 
Leonard  is  still  in  Leavenworth,  because  "...  those  Indians  have  to 
pay..."  Support  real  justice,  not  "just-us".  Call,  fax  and  write  to  your 
MP  and  to  the  Minister  of  Dustice.  Demand  the  release  of  the  findings  of 
that  1995  internal  review  of  Leonard  Peltier's  extradition  to  the  public 
that  paid  for  it.  Quit  just  thinking  about  doing  it,  quit  just  talking 
about  doing  it...  DO  IT!!  NOW!!! 

Thank  you.  In  The  Spirit  of  Tecumseh. 

"RE ; stop  TVA  Land  Sale"  

Date:  Mon,  08  Dec  1997  10:57:08  CST 
From:  David  Rider  <drider@mail.xula.edu> 

Subj : Petition/Help 

UUCP  email 

I received  a petition  this  Saturday  that  opposes  the  sale  by  the 
Tennessee  Valley  Authority  (TVA)  of  land  to  a private  corporation  that 
plans  to  develop  this  public  land  with  a condominium  and  golf  course.  Some 
of  you  may  recall  the  protest/demonstration  some  of  us  attended  in  eastern 
TN  this  September.  This  land  is  adjacent  to  Running  Water,  the  last 
Cherokee  town  in  that  part  of  Tennessee,  which  was  burned  by  white 
'settlers'.  Cherokee  leader  Dragging  Canoe  died  there  in  1792. 

Many  Indians  and  nonlndians  alike  oppose  sale  and  development  of  this 
land  because  it  is  the  final  resting  place  of  hundreds  if  not  thousands  of 
Cherokee  people.  The  graves  are  unmarked,  though  (the  good  white 
'settlers'  saw  no  need  to  mark  the  place  where  they  killed  Indians),  and 
Tennessee  politicos  and  the  TVA  see  no  need  to  preserve  the  area  because 
of  the  burial  sites. 

This  land  also  contains  what  I am  confident  is  an  ancient  ceremonial 
mound,  a mound  that  was  missed  by  the  TVA  and  their  hired  archaeologists. 

The  Chattanooga  InterTribal  Association  is  seeking  support  from  wherever 
they  can  get  it.  This  is  a local  issue  as  far  as  the  Tennessee  politicians 
are  concerned,  but  CITA  representatives  have  told  me  that  signatures  from 
non-Tennessee  folks  may  help,  and  certainly  cannot  hurt.  Perhaps  we  can 
tell  the  Tennessee  people  that,  while  the  world  turned  its  back  on  what 
those  'settlers'  did  to  the  Cherokee  People  way  back  then,  the  world  is 
watching  what  they  are  doing  to  them  now. 

If  you  would  like  a copy  of  this  petition,  and  you  will  sign  it  and  get 
as  many  others  to  sign  as  you  can,  and  then  return  it  to  CITA  (I'll 
include  the  address),  please  drop  me  an  e-mail  and  I'll  get  it  to  you  ASAP, 
dave 


RE:  Nevada  Gold  Mining 


Date:  Wed,  3 Dec  1997  06:35:58  -0800  (PST) 

From:  Larry  Kibbey  <kibbey@sierra . net> 

Sub j : Nevada  Gold  Mining 

Mailing  List:  a-Paths-L  <paths-l@YvwiiUsdinvnohii . net> 

Recently,  Karen  L.  Testerman  did  a story  related  to  the  Gold  Mining 
Operations  on-going  in  Nevada,  in  which  such  mining  operations  are 
in  fact  having  a serious  and  dangerous  impact  on  the  Cultural  and 
Natural  Resources,  especially  within  the  Traditional  Boundaries  of 
the  Western  Shoshone  Indians  of  Nevada. 

Article  V of  the  Ruby  Valley  Treaty  of  1863  describes  those  Traditional 
Boundaries  of  the  Western  Shoshone  to  encompass  on  the  North  by 
Wong-googa-da  Mountains  and  Shoshone  River  Valley;  on  the  West  by 
Su-non-to-yah  Mountains  or  Smith  Creek  Mountains;  on  the  South  by  Wi- 
co-bah  and  the  Colorado  Desert;  on  the  East  by  Po-ho-no-be  Valley  or 
Steptoe  Valley  and  the  Great  Salt  Lake  Valley. 

Gold  Mining  in  these  area's  are  producing  environmental  risk  to 
the  land,  wildlife,  cultural  and  natural  resources  at  a rapid  rate, 
and  such  are  the  risk,  that  reclamation  will  take  thousands  of 
year  to  repair,  if  any  repair  is  ever  possible. 

Figures  estimate  that  last  year  Nevada  produced  70%  of  the  gold  in 
the  U.S.;  price  per  ounce  in  1996  - $384  for  a total  of  2.7  billion 
from  Nevada  alone,  and  the  bulk  coming  from  with  the  Traditional 
Boundaries  of  the  Western  Shoshone,  where  currently  14  Gold  Mining 
Companies  are  under  operation. 

Mary  and  Carrie  Dann(Western  Shoshone  Activist/Elder's)  have  long 
voiced  their  concerns  and  interest  surrounding  the  Ruby  Valley 
Treaty  of  1863,  of  how  no  land  was  ever  ceded  to  the  government, 
and  how  such  federal  agencies  as  the  BLM  and  Forest  service  continue 
to  install  bias  and  illegal  rules  and  regulations  in  order  to 
over-ride  cultural  concerns  of  the  Western  Shoshone,  and  how  land 
is  being  given  away  by  both  BLM  and  the  Forest  Service  to  these 
Gold  Mining  Companies,  without  the  consent  of  the  Western  Shoshone. 

Over  24  million  acres  make  up  the  Traditional  lands  of  the  Western 
Shoshone,  land  illegally  confiscated  by  the  U.S.  Government.  Land 
that  is  currently  facing  serious  problems  from,  dewatering;  water 
contamination;  destruction  of  wildlife  and  habitat;  and  massive 
destruction  to  cultural  area's. 

The  Non-Indian  has  only  been  in  Northeastern  Nevada  147  years,  and  the 
Ruby  Valley  Treaty  of  1863  is  but  a 134  years  old,  a Treaty  that  has 
never  been  given  any  serious  manner  of  due  respect  or  justice,  by  the 
U.S.  Government. 

Wildlife  Habitat,  Cultural  Resources,  Natural  Resources,  all  need 
to  be  protected,  but  most  of  all,  sincere  and  serious  direction  must 
be  arrived  at  to  stop  this  massive  on-going  destruction  by  the  Gold 
Mining  Companies,  whom  are  assisted  in  their  operations  by  BLM,  U.S. 
Forest  Service,  Archaeologist  and  Anthropologist(Federally  Employed). 

If  you,  as  a concerned  individual,  would  like  to  see  Wildlife  Habitat, 
the  Cultural  and  Natural  Resources,  within  the  Traditional  Boundaries 
of  the  Western  Shoshone  preserved  and  protected,  then  please,  let 
your  voice  be  heard.  Let  the  Government  know  of  your  concerns  and 
interest  by  writing  a letter  to  President  Clinton  at: 

president@whitehouse.gov 

or 

Write  to: 

Elko  field  Office  Humboldt-Toiyabe  National  Forest 

Bureau  of  Land  Management  Attn:  Scott  Bell 

Attn:  Helen  Hankins  2035  Last  Chance  Road 

3900  E.  Idaho  St.  Elko,  Nevada  89801 

Elko,  Nevada  89801-4611 

Your  voice  can  make  a difference.  Help  stop  the  on-going 
destruction  to  the  environment  by  the  Gold  Mining  Companies 
in  Indian  Country! ! 


Writing  a letter  is  not  time  consuming  and  it  is  worth  while 
to  help  preserve  and  protect  the  Cultural  and  Natural  Resources. 


<>  Larry  Kibby  kibbey@sierra . net  <> 
<>  http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Lobby/7027  <> 
<>  Elko  Indian  Colony,  Elko,  Nevada  <> 


"RE : Plymouth  Assault/UAINE  Statement"  

Date:  Tue,  02  Dec  1997  15:38:41  -0500 

From:  United  American  Indians  of  New  England  <uainel9@IDT.NET> 

Sub j : Plymouth  Assault:  Dec  2 UAINE  Statement 

UUCP  email 

Dear  friends:  We  want  to  thank  all  of  those  people  who  have  contacted  us 
and  offered  help.  We  have  felt  strengthened  by  your  prayers  and  words  of 
encouragement.  Sometimes  we  get  tears  in  our  eyes  from  the  incredible 
outpouring  of  support  and  the  many  heartfelt  words.  We  apologize  for  the 
fact  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  contact  some  folks  to  answer  individual 
questions,  but  hope  that  will  be  forgiven  in  light  of  how  much  has  needed 
to  be  done  in  just  a few  days. 

The  second  group  of  defendants  was  arraigned  this  morning  in  Plymouth 
County  Court.  Much  of  the  news  media  has  stated  that  all  of  those  25 
people  arrested  were  Indigenous.  That  is  not  so.  The  cops  assaulted  and 
arrested  Native,  Black,  Latino,  Asian  and  white,  straight  and  lesbian  and 
gay,  young  and  old  people.  All  of  us  who  were  arrested  are  standing 
strong  and  are  united  in  the  circle  of  struggle  that  began  with  the  police 
attack  last  Thursday,  November  27. 

Below  you  will  find  our  press  statement  of  today,  which  contains  a lot 
of  information  about  what  happened  as  well  as  what  we  are  asking 
supporters  to  do  at  this  time.  Thank  you. 

Moonanum  lames  for  UAINE 
News  Release 

United  American  Indians  of  New  England 
P.O.  Box  7501,  Quincy,  MA  02269 

Tel.  617  773-0406  E-mail  uainel9@idt.net 


Press  Statement  December  2,  1997 

Our  National  Day  of  Mourning  demonstrations  have  always  been  peaceful 
events  to  re-educate  the  public  about  the  Indigenous  view  of  the  Eurocentric 
"Thanksgiving"and  build  Native  pride. 

Why  did  the  cops  attack  a peaceful  march?  Why  did  they  drag  a Native  man 
by  his  hair  when  they  arrested  him?  Why  did  they  arrest  a peaceful  Native 
elder  and  medicine  person?  Why  did  they  intimidate  and  assault  other 
elders?  Why  did  they  attack  children  with  pepper  spray?  Why  did  they  tear 
out  the  dreadlocks  of  a proud  Black  Man?  Why  did  they  arrest  people  who 
were  standing  on  the  sidewalk?  Why  did  they  force  pepper  spray  into  the 
eyes,  noses  and  mouths  of  people  who  had  already  been  handcuffed?  Why  did 
they  single  out  people  who  wore  buttons  and  T-shirts  expressing  support  for 
Native  political  prisoner  Leonard  Peltier? 

Did  these  cops  go  home  afterwards  and  stuff  their  faces  with  turkey?  Did 
they  sit  down  with  their  own  families  after  they  had  attacked  our  families? 

Did  they  give  thanks  for  keeping  Plymouth's  377-year-old  tradition  of  racism 
intact? 

The  most  sickening  part  of  what  happened  is  that  the  police  attack  was 
executed  simply  to  protect  the  sacred  image  of  the  pilgrims  and  the  sacred 
image  of  Plymouth  as  a tourist  shrine. 

The  cop  assault  was  planned  and  carried  out  simply  to  protect  the  tourist 
industry  in  Plymouth.  The  bottom  line  is  not  the  safety  of  women,  children, 
elders  and  other  people,  but  the  protection  of  business  interests. 

The  human  and  civil  rights  of  people  of  color  --  and  especially  of 
Indigenous  people  --  are  expendable  when  money  is  to  be  made  or  tourists 
might  be  inconvenienced. 


The  police  assault  has  backfired  in  their  faces.  They  have  shown  in 
graphic  detail  the  truth  of  what  we  have  been  saying  all  along. 

Did  we  attempt  to  destroy  their  precious  property?  No!  Did  we  threaten  or 
attack  a single  person?  No!  Our  "crime"  was  to  speak  the  truth  about  our 
history.  Our  "crime"  was  to  attempt  to  go  down  the  street  like  free  human 
beings.  Our  "crime"  was  to  support  Leonard  Peltier  and  other  political 
prisoners.  Our  "crime"  was  to  unify  people  from  all  four  directions,  to 
bring  them  together  to  denounce  the  pilgrim  mythology  upon  which  the  tourism 
industry  in  Plymouth  depends. 

We  point  out  to  all  the  media  here  that  the  responsibility  rests  not  only 
with  the  town  of  Plymouth  but  with  various  state  authorities.  Massachusetts 
state  troopers  played  a leading  role  in  the  cop  assault  on  innocent  people. 

It  was  clear  to  us  and  to  other  observers  that  the  cops  had  been  trained  in 
so-called  counterinsurgency  tactics  and  had  been  training  for  some  time. 

There  were  also  plainclothes  cops  there  from  unknown  agencies.  Who  were 
they?  What  agencies  did  they  represent? 

Today,  we  are  voicing  to  the  world  four  demands  as  we  stand  here  in 
Plymouth,  Massachusetts: 

1.  We  demand  that  the  District  Attorney's  office  drop  all  charges 
immediately. 

2.  We  demand  a public  apology  from  the  Plymouth  Police  Dept.,  the  Plymouth 
County  Sheriff's  Office,  and  the  Mass.  State  Police. 

3.  We  demand  an  open  public  inquiry  into  the  police  brutality  that  occurred 
in  Plymouth  on  Thursday,  November  27,  1997.  This  must  be  done  by 
independent  parties,  not  by  police  agencies  or  prosecutors.  The  fox  cannot 
guard  the  chicken  coop. 

4.  We  demand  that  Governor  Cellucci  and  other  state  and  national  public 
figures  break  their  silence  and  condemn  the  police  violence  that  occurred  in 
Plymouth  on  "Thanksgiving"  day.  These  politicians  must  be  held  accountable 
for  what  happened.  Cellucci  and  others  authorized  the  use  of  state 
troopers.  We  will  not  allow  Cellucci,  Harshbarger,  Kennedy,  Kerry  or  any 
other  politicians  to  hide  behind  the  ruse  of  trying  to  blame  everything  on 
the  town  of  Plymouth.  Why  haven't  any  of  them  spoken  out  against  this  clear 
case  of  police  brutality  on  the  streets  of  Plymouth?  When  people  all  over 
the  world  are  outraged,  why  are  they  not  outraged? 

We  thank  the  thousands  of  people  from  the  region,  the  hemisphere,  and  the 
world  who  have  contacted  us  in  these  last  few  days  to  express  their  support 
and  find  out  how  they  can  help.  We  thank  them  for  their  prayers.  We  wish 
to  express  our  love  and  admiration  for  all  those  who  have  had  the  courage  to 
stand  up  with  us. 

We  are  forming  a defense  committee  to  take  up  the  day-to-day  tasks  of 
defending  all  of  those  who  were  arrested  last  Thursday.  We  know  that  many 
people  will  want  to  be  involved  in  this  effort. 

Further,  we  have  now  set  up  a defense  fund  through  the  ACLU. 

Supporters  can  send  donations  made  payable  to  the  "ACLU/Day  of  Mourning  '97 
Defense  Fund"  to  UAINE  at  the  above  address.  Postage  stamps  are  also 
welcome.  If  anyone  in  the  New  England  area  can  arrange  for  the  donation  of 
a photocopying  machine,  please  contact  us  right  away. 

At  this  point,  we  ask  our  supporters  to  do  the  following  four  things: 

1.  Start  a petition  campaign  demanding  that  all  charges  be  dropped. 

Petitions  should  be  sent  to  UAINE.  [Note:  An  e-mail  petition  campaign  would 
be  great,  too. ] 

2.  Call  Plymouth  Visitor  Information  (508-747-7525)  and  the  Plymouth  Chamber 
of  Commerce  (508-830-1620).  Let  them  know  that  your  family  will  not  spend  a 
dime  in  Plymouth  because  of  the  police  assault  on  "Thanksgiving"  day. 

3.  We  ask  that  those  who  can,  come  to  the  Plymouth  courthouse  on  January  29, 
when  the  Day  of  Mourning  Defendants  will  next  appear  in  court  for  a 
pre-trial  conference. 

4.  We  ask  that  our  supporters  be  on  alert  and  stand  by,  because  we  will  be 
planning  additional  actions. 

More  and  more  people  are  becoming  aware  of  how  the  town  of  Plymouth  chose 
to  celebrate  "Thanksgiving"  this  year.  The  people  are  sickened  and  cry  out 
for  justice.  No  matter  what,  the  truth  will  be  heard.  Nothing  can  stop  us 
from  speaking  the  truth  about  our  history  or  about  what  happened  here  on 
"Thanksgiving"  Day  in  1997. 


We  are  not  vanishing.  We  are  not  conquered.  We  are  as  strong  as  ever. 
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American  Indians  don't  particularly  enjoy  the  sight  of  Pilgrims  on 
Thanksgiving,  marching  through  the  streets  of  Plymouth,  Mass.,  with  a 
Bible  in  one  hand  and  a musket  in  the  other.  Since  1970,  they've  been 
protesting  against  this  annual  event.  "We  know  who  the  muskets  were  aimed 
at,"  says  Mahtowin  Munroe  of  the  Lakota  Indian  nation.  This  year, 

American  Indians  and  their  supporters  marched  after  the  Pilgrims'  parade 
through  the  same  streets,  only  to  be  attacked  by  police  and  arrested.  One 
man  in  ceremonial  dress  was  forced  to  take  off  his  clothes. 

Had  this  occurred  in  another  part  of  the  world,  it  would  have  been 
reported  as  a mass  violation  of  human  rights.  Not  here.  Instead,  the 
Indians  were  charged  with  being  outside  of  the  law. 

In  our  political  culture,  Iraq's  Saddam  Hussein  and  Cuba's  Fidel  Castro 
violate  human  rights.  So  do  the  rulers  of  Libya,  China  and  Korea.  However, 
Amnesty  International  has  also  recently  cited  the  United  States  for 
violations,  particularly  as  human  rights  relate  to  police  brutality  cases. 

We've  long  maintained  that  law  enforcement  violence  here  constitutes 
human  rights  violations  because,  regardless  of  the  color  of  the 
perpetrators,  the  vast  majority  of  those  brutalized  are  people  of  color. 

Officials  from  violating  nations  argue  that  because  of  different 
cultural  values,  there  can't  be  a universal  measuring  stick  for  human 
rights  violations.  Here,  U.S.  political  culture  simply  categorizes  abuses 
under  the  rubric  of  civil  rights,  thus  suggesting  that  human  rights 
violations  take  place  everywhere  --  except  here. 

Of  course,  that  flies  in  the  face  of  the  United  Nation's  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights  charter,  adopted  Dec.  10,  1948. 

Civil  rights  are  derived  from  U.S.  laws,  but  all  of  us  are  born  with 
human  rights.  Additionally,  the  United  Nations  doesn't  grant  rights;  it 
simply  affirms  them.  Specifically,  the  charter  protects  individuals  from 
discrimination  or  persecution  based  on  race,  ethnicity,  national  origin, 
culture,  language,  religion,  political  beliefs  or  migratory  status. 

Despite  what  U.S.  political  extremists  charge,  most  civil  rights 
transgressions  in  the  United  States  continue  to  occur  against  people  of 
color.  For  example,  Arizona  Attorney  General  Grant  Woods  recently 
concluded  that  a massive  violation  of  rights  occurred  in  the  town  of 
Chandler  during  five  days  in  Duly.  Police  and  immigration  agents  illegally 
interrogated  hundreds  of  Latinos  --  on  the  basis  of  skin  color  --  forcing 
them  to  prove  their  legal  status.  Code-named  "Operation  Restoration," 
officers  harassed  dark-skinned  Latinos,  including  children  and  a pregnant 
woman . 

Of  note,  while  human  rights  are  universal,  the  charter  does  not  specify 
the  rights  of  women,  children  or  indigenous  people.  That  doesn't  mean  that 
those  rights  don't  exist.  It  simply  means  that  the  United  Nations  and 
governments  are  slow  to  recognize  people's  inherent  rights. 

Additionally,  today  global  corporations  also  have  to  be  held  accountable 
for  their  human  rights  violations. 

Perla  Mata,  a coordinator  of  "Fuerza  Unida,"  an  organization  of  ex- 
Levi's  workers  in  San  Antonio,  notes  that  Levi's  abruptly  shut  down  its 
plant  overnight  there  in  1990  and  relocated  to  Costa  Rica,  virtually 
abandoning  its  1,000-plus  workers.  "We  were  the  first  casualty  of  NAFTA." 
As  Levi's  moves  to  shut  down  more  plants  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  the 
company  has  offered  very  generous  severance  packages.  Company  officials 


have  said  they  learned  their  lessons  from  1990.  But  apparently,  those 
lessons  don't  apply  to  the  San  Antonio  workers. 

Levi's  is  not  unique.  Multinational  corporations  have  been  doing  this 
regularly  since  the  1960s.  They  uproot  and  abandon  communities  and 
resurface  abroad,  paying  "Mickey  Mouse"  wages.  For  example,  the  National 
Labor  Committee  of  New  York  recently  documented  that  Walt  Disney  and 
ICPenney  pay  wages  of  12  cents  an  hour  in  Haiti. 

The  1948  charter  does  not  allude  to  this  kind  of  exploitation.  However, 
it  is  the  right  of  all  people  to  stake  out  their  rights.  That's  how  human 
rights  expand.  It's  not  for  the  United  Nations  or  governments  to  determine 
what  human  rights  are  or  who  should  have  them.  As  Bill  Flores  points  out 
in  "Latino  Cultural  Citizenship"  (Beacon  Press,  1997),  this  also  holds 
true  regarding  the  concept  of  citizenship.  It's  people  who  are  redefining 
it,  not  governments.  Speaking  of  undocumented  immigrants  (but  his  words 
apply  to  all  populations  that  are  deprived  of  rights),  Flores  writes: 

"They  are  emerging  from  the  shadows  as  subjects  with  their  own  claim  for 
rights . " 
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* For  info  regarding  the  Plymouth  situation,  contact  the  United  American 
Indians  of  New  England  at:  uainel9@idt.net 

* Fuerza  Unida  can  be  reached  at:  710  New  Laredo  Hwy.,  San  Antonio,  Texas 
78211,  Tel : 210-927-2294  or:  FuerzaUnid@aol.com 
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SPEAKING 

**  We  will  be  speaking  in  Washington  DC,  Dec  14-16.  For  further  info,  call 
or  write  us. 
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Ainee : 

I have  been  so  frustrated,  sad,  and  angry  about  the  problems  in  Milford, 
but  when  I saw  how  our  good  People  and  Elders  were  treated  in  Plymouth.... 

I did  a bit  of  research  and  have  written  the  following  essay. 

Please  use  it  as  you  see  fit. 

Miigwech 

Catherine 

Thanksgiving  is  intended  to  be  a time  of  joyous  celebration  when  people 
give  thanks  for  the  gifts  and  blessings  the  Creator  has  provided.  It  is 
a day  when  we  thank  our  families  and  friends  for  their  love  and  support. 

It  is  a time  to  give  thanks  for  our  abilities.  The  idea  and  purpose  of 
Thanksgiving  is  both  simple  and  complicated,  but  the  truth  about  this 
holiday  is  mired  in  mythology,  historical  inaccuracies,  and  outright  lies. 

The  political  system  in  the  United  States  created  Thanksgiving  as  a 
political  ploy  and  its  intention  was  never  to  honor  Native  American 
Indian  people.  The  educational  system  in  the  United  States  has 
supported  the  ploy  by  refusing  to  enter  the  truths  in  history  books.  The 
media  in  the  United  States,  including  movies  and  television,  have  ignored 
the  historical  truth,  and  have  helped  to  create  the  romanticized  fantasy 
of  Thanksgiving.  Educational  and  entertainment  outlets  have  become 
bastions  of  ignorance  and  racism.  All  commit  a grave  disservice  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  people  of  the  world  who  look  to 


this  country  as  a mainstay  of  democracy-in-action.  The  disservice  can  be 
found  in  the  relentless  bigotry  and  ignorance  that  is  the  social  and 
cultural  foundation  of  the  dominant  culture  residing  on  these  lands. 

A popular  expression:  the  truth  shall  set  you  free.  The  concept  of 
the  democratic  process  will  never  be  fully  realized  until  the  true 
history  of  this  country  is  taught  in  educational  institutions.  Educators 
(including  all  forms  of  media)  are  required  (so  they  claim)  to  deal  with 
history  in  a precise  manner  using  both  intelligence  and  logic. 

Regardless  of  how  ugly  and  brutal  these  truths  are,  justice  in  the  United 
States  will  never  be  served  until  these  historical  truths  are  fully 
accepted  by  all,  no  matter  how  painful  it  may  be  to  think  about,  and  to 
comprehend.  When  historical  lies  are  formed,  and  allowed  to  take  on  a 
life  of  their  own,  they  become  enjoyable  to  those  who  avoid  the  truth. 

When  people  and  governments  avoid  historical  truth  they  serve  injustice 
to  particular  peoples,  and  in  the  case  of  Thanksgiving  (and  many  many 
more  situations)  the  injustice  is  served  to  the  Native  American  Indian 
people.  Martin  Luther  King  Dr.  said,  "injustice  anywhere  is  a threat  to 
justice  everywhere." 

Among  Native  American  Indian  peoples  the  oral  tradition  of  telling 
history  (family,  social,  politics,  games,  ways  of  nature,  spirituality) 
is  the  most  reliable  form  of  learning.  The  oral  tradition  builds 
continuity,  mutual  dependency,  and  trust  between  speakers  and  listeners. 
Anglo-Americans  discount  oral  tradition  as  being  unscientific  because 
the  story  cannot  be  proved.  Yet  - Christians  live  by  the  words  in  their 
bibles.  The  hypocrisy  can  be  found  in  the  Christian  acceptance  of  bible 
stories  combined  with  their  unwillingness  and  refusal  to  accept  the 
histories,  beliefs,  and  spirituality  of  the  Native  American  Indian 
peoples.  This  means  that  if  there  are  no  scientific  facts  (no  proof) 
then  Native  American  Indian  histories  can  be  discounted  as  fanciful  myths 
and  legends  to  be  exploited  (usually  for  profit).  Anglo-Americans  have 
built  their  own  myths  and  legends  using  Native  American  Indian  people  as 
the  catalyst.  These  historical  lies  create  stereotypes,  racism,  and 
bigotry  against  Native  American  Indian  people.  They  also  create 
ignorance  and  mindlessness  among  the  dominant  culture. 

The  following  facts  and  information  are  readily  available  for  anyone 
with  a modicum  of  interest  in  seeking  the  truth  - researching  fact.  That 
they  are  so  easy  to  find  merely  confirms  the  fact  that  historians, 
educators,  and  politicians  have  no  excuse  for  their  lazy  ignorance. 

So 

Once  upon  a time  in  England  there  were  a group  of  political 
revolutionaries  who  called  themselves  Puritans.  They  had  their  own  formal 
confederacy.  They  intended  to  overthrow  the  monarchy  of  England  (and 
they  succeeded  in  1649).  The  Puritans  strongly  believed  (as  do  many 
cultist  religions)  in  the  imminent  occurrence  of  Armageddon.  Although 
they  did  suffer  from  some  political,  social,  and  religious  persecution 
they  themselves  were  hardened  and  intolerant  bigots  bent  on  purifying 
everyone . 

A splinter  group  of  Puritans,  calling  themselves  Pilgrims  (note  the  word 
grim  in  Pilgrim),  fled  England  and  came  to  these  lands.  Mostly  middle- 
class  the  Pilgrims  were  unprepared  and  ignorant  of  basic  survival 
techniques  and  necessities.  Upon  their  arrival  the  Pilgrims  were 
unhealthy,  diseased,  and  filthy.  Their  clothing  was  infested  with  crawly 
bugs,  and  they  were  seriously  malnourished.  Half  of  them  died  before 
they  were  found  by  the  Wammanoag.  Anglo-American  propagandists  have  led 
us  to  believe  that  the  Pilgrims  were  noble  members  of  society  when  in 
fact  the  Pilgrims  were  outcasts  and  misfits  bent  on  destroying  their  own 
country.  When  they  could  not  do  that,  they  came  to  destroy  the  lands  of 
the  native  peoples. 

The  Pilgrims  did  not  know  how  to  hunt,  fish,  farm,  or  construct 
protective  shelters.  Their  needs  in  England  had  been  met  by  servants  and 
indentured  servants  (sort  of  a slave).  The  Pilgrims  were  inept.  They 
did  not  flee  England  because  of  persecution  - they  fled  because  they  did 
not  believe  they  were  going  to  successfully  overthrow  the  monarchy  in 
order  to  inflict  their  "Rule  of  Saints"  on  their  British  brethren.  They 
came  to  these  lands  with  the  clear  purpose  of  taking  the  land  away  from 


the  native  peoples  in  order  to  build  their  unholy  cultdom. 

The  Pilgrims  were  followed  here  by  larger  groups  of  Puritans  and  from 
this  point  on  we  will  refer  to  this  group  as  Puritans  since  they  are  one 
and  the  same.  Their  fanatical  cultism  dictated  the  use  of  genocide, 
treachery,  germ-warfare  (disease),  torture,  mass  murder,  and  deception  to 
achieve  purification  of  those  who  disagreed  with  them.  The  Puritans  were 
homicidal  maniacs.  The  native  peoples  did  not  agree  with  this 
compartmentalized  cultism  and  therefore  the  Puritans  declared  war  on  the 
natives  who  had  saved  their  pitiful  lives. 

The  Wampanoag  were  members  of  the  League  of  Delaware  and  their  common 
language  was  Algonkian.  The  native  tribes  were  healthy  and  strong  from 
their  constant  physical  activity.  Their  diets  consisted  mainly  of 
agriculture  products  supplemented  by  meat  and  fish.  Their  lives  were 
intertwined  with  a spirituality  older  than  Christianity.  Clans  were  based 
on  family  relationships  and  tribes  belonged  to  loose  confederacies  for 
support  and  survival.  The  tribes  were  well-traveled  and  their  traders 
and  explorers  spoke  many  languages  and  were  respectfully  familiar  with 
the  customs  of  other  tribes.  Food  and  material  goods  were  traded  among 
the  continent's  and  hemisphere  tribes.  Spirituality  was  revered  and 
shared.  Native  peoples  were  content  in  their  relationship  with  Mother 
Earth.  Time  was  marked  by  the  light  of  day,  the  darkness  of  night,  the 
shape  of  the  moon,  and  by  the  seasons.  The  Creator  saw  fit  to  put 
different  people  onto  the  earth  and  different  times  and  in  different 
places  for  different  purposes.  It  was  not  a perfect  world,  but  it  was 
the  healthiest  and  most  productive,  and  was  as  close  to  Eden  as  any  other 
place  on  earth. 

For  nearly  100  years  preceding  the  arrival  of  the  Pilgrims,  the  Delaware 
and  other  coastal  tribes  defended  themselves  against  English  slavers  who 
raided  their  villages.  The  scurrilous  English,  and  other  Europeans, 
kidnapped  native  people  and  sold  them  in  foreign  ports.  The  slavers  tore 
apart  family  and  tribes.  One  year  before  the  Pilgrims  came  to  these 
lands  entire  populations  of  native  villages  were  destroyed  by  fatal 
diseases  the  English  slavers  brought  on  their  kidnapping  raids.  The 
profitable  raiding  of  these  coastal  villages  inspired  Europeans  to  begin 
their  insidious  slave  trade  on  the  continent  of  Africa.  The  native 
people  were  fully  aware  of  the  treachery  of  the  English  people  learning 
quickly  not  to  trust  them. 

The  Wampanoag  provided  every  necessity  in  order  to  prevent  the  sickly 
Puritans  from  dying.  Although  the  Wampanoag  did  not  trust  or  like  the 
Puritans  their  hospitality  prevented  them  from  mistreating,  ignoring,  or 
outright  killing  the  Puritans.  Wampanoag  men  taught  the  Puritans  to  hunt, 
fish,  and  farm.  The  Wampanoag  built  shelters  to  protect  the  helpless 
Puritans  from  harsh  weather  conditions.  The  Wampanoag  taught  the 
Puritans  to  tap  maple  trees  for  the  sap,  and  showed  them  how  to  gather 
edible  plants.  Quite  simply,  and  heroically,  the  Wampanoag  saved  the 
Puritans  from  certain  death. 

The  native  peoples  had  annual  Flarvest  celebrations  along  with 
celebrations  of  thanksgiving  at  particular  times  during  the  year.  The 
Harvest  festivities  were  a time  to  appreciate  the  gifts  of  the  Creator 
and  to  make  ready  for  the  winter  months. 

At  Harvest  time,  in  1621,  the  Wampanoag  and  the  Puritans  celebrated  a 
feast  of  Thanksgiving  familiar  to  both  cultures.  Based  on  the 
reliability  of  oral  tradition,  and  centuries-old  customs,  we  know  that 
the  Wammanoag  and  other  tribes  gave  verbal  thanks  to  the  Creator,  and 
that  the  Puritans  gave  their  "grave  before  meals."  There  was,  however, 
no  formal  thanksgiving  holiday. 

One  would  like  to  think  that  the  hospitality  of  the  Wampanoag  was 
returned  with  equal  kindness,  but  that  is  not  the  case.  The  greedy 
Puritans  discovered  where  the  Wampanoag  had  their  winter  food  storage  and 
they  stole  the  winter  food  supply  which  put  the  Wampanoag  at  great  risk 
of  starvation.  The  Puritans  looted  and  robbed  grave  sites  stealing  the 
possessions  of  those  who  had  walked  on  into  the  spirit  world.  The 
Puritans  introduced  more  diseases  to  the  coastal  tribes  and  these 
diseases  spread  quickly. 

The  incredibly  healthy  native  populations  had  no  immunity  or  medicinal 


cures  for  the  diseases  and  entire  villages  were  decimated.  The 
purification  methods  employed  by  the  Puritans  soon  began  to  include 
murder  and  mayhem. 

In  1637  Governor  Winthrop  of  Massachusetts  declared  a day  of 
Thanksgiving  to  celebrate  the  massacre  of  over  700  Pequot  women,  children, 
and  men.  Cotton  Mather,  a maniacal  preacher,  declared  a thanksgiving 
for  the  destruction  of  the  native  populations  as  the  action  of  a 
benevolent  Puritan  God.  On  Dune  20,  1676  the  governing  council  of 
Charlestown  (Massachusetts)  determined  that  Dune  29  would  be  a day  of 
thanksgiving.  It  was  not  a formal  holiday,  and  Dune  is  hardly  the 
seasonal  harvest  time.  On  October  3,  1863,  Abraham  Lincoln  proclaimed 
the  last  Thursday  of  November  as  a day  of  Thanksgiving,  but  is  was  only 
for  American  citizens.  Non-citizens  were  non-participants.  The  message: 
white  is  right.  The  unspoken  message:  if  you  ain't  white,  you  ain't 
right . 

Lincoln  (and  his  generals)  were  having  trouble  rallying  support  for  the 
Civil  War.  Declaring  a national  holiday  of  Thanksgiving  was  a political 
ploy  to  create  patriotism  for  this  war  and  to  help  create  a national 
identity  among  white  people.  In  his  1863  Thanksgiving  Proclamation, 
Lincoln  states,  "may  we  not  justly  fear  that  the  awful  calamity  of  civil 
war  which  now  desolates  the  land  may  be  a punishment  inflicted  upon  us 
for  our  presumptuous  sins."  Lincoln  directly  refers  to  the  Civil  War  and 
presumptuous  sins  (overstepping  due  bounds,  taking  liberties).  Although 
Lincoln  does  not  list  the  presumptuous  sins  there  are  some  logical 
extrapolations  regarding  this  particular  statement. 

Lincoln  was  trying  to  assure  everyone  that  the  Civil  War  was  not 
punishment  from  God  for  the  sins  of  the  Anglo-forefathers  and  their 
progeny.  The  Puritans  were  fanatical  in  their  belief  in  the  bible  and  in 
their  ten  commandments.  In  their  brutal  treatment  of  the  native 
populations  and  their  outrageous  exploitation  of  the  land  and  its 
resources  the  Puritans  and  their  descendants  broke  every  commandment 
given  to  the  prophet  Moses  and  broke  every  principal  taught  by  the 
Christian  savior  Desus.  The  foundation  of  this  democratic  government 
clearly  was  a coast-to-coast  genocidal  war  against  the  native  populations. 

The  foundation  of  this  government  and  the  constitution  was  (and  is) 
supported  mightily  by  exclusive,  repressive,  racist,  and  bigoted 
behaviors  and  actions.  The  foundation  of  the  United  States  democracy  is 
laded  heavily  with  the  presumptuous  sins  of  the  Anglo-American 
forefathers.  Did  Lincoln  see  the  Civil  War  as  punishment  for  the  actions 
of  the  Anglos  toward  the  native  populations?  It  is  a most  interesting 
premise. 

Since  1863  the  Thanksgiving  Holiday  has  been  mythologized,  romanticized, 
and  has  been  removed  (as  far  as  possible)  from  truth,  fact,  and  actual 
history.  Truthful  history  has  intentionally  been  censored  so  as  not  to 
give  any  credence  or  voice  to  the  truth.  History  has  been  denied  free 
speech . 

Today  visitors  to  Plymouth  can  take  a tour  of  the  city  (for  a fee)  and 
see  how  the  Puritans  and  native  people  merrily  and  happily  gave  thanks 
together.  Propagandists  would  have  us  believe  that  the  Puritans  were 
plump  healthy  people,  and  this  is  supported  by  the  "tour"  where  tourists 
observe  history:  healthy  white  people  wearing  beautifully  sewn  and 
starched  frocks,  working  themselves  into  a frenzy  preparing  dinner  for 
the  heathen  Indians.  An  educational  disaster. 

In  1970  a group  of  Native  American  Indian  people  formed  the  United 
American  Indians  of  New  England  (UAINE)  to  organize  the  first  National 
Day  of  Mourning  (to  be  held  on  the  government  declared  holiday  of 
Thanksgiving).  Truth  be  know  - for  most  Native  American  peoples  this  is 
a time  of  mourning.  Native  American  Indian  history  has  been  repressed 
and  revised  by  Anglo-Americans  who  staunchly  defend  these  untruths. 

When  native  people  attempt  to  teach  the  truth  they  are  called 
"revisionists"  or  "liars."  They  are  accused  of  trying  to  force  others  to 
be  politically  correct.  They  are  told  to  "go  back  where  you  came  from." 

Since  when  it  is  lying  to  tell  the  truth?  Who  declared  themselves  to  be 
the  arbitrators  of  truth  when  truth  clearly  speaks  and  does  not  need 
arbitration.  Who  would  ever  want  to  be  wrong?  And  - native  peoples  were 


here  thousands  of  years  (in  Michigan  we  know  at  least  11,000  years  ago) 
and  so  they  are  here  and  will  remain  here. 

UAINE  is  dedicated  (as  are  many  Native  American  Indian  groups)  to 
fighting  the  ignorance  and  apathy  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  For 
27  years  UAINE  and  their  supporters  have  marched  in  Plymouth  on 
Thanksgiving  Day  to  protest  this  joke  of  a holiday  which  the  people  of 
the  United  States  claim  as  an  honor  to  Native  American  Indian  peoples. 

For  27  years  UAINE  was  not  required  to  have  a parade  permit  and  for  27 
years  they  have  marched  peacefully. 

Incidents  of  unprovoked  physical  violence  against  Native  American 
Indians  is  on  the  rise  in  the  United  States  (and  in  all  of  the  so-named 
Americas).  This  year,  the  Plymouth  (Massachusetts)  Police  Department 
assaulted  and  battered  many  of  the  several  hundred  UAINE  marchers. 

Grandfather  Oak  (age  97)  and  Firewoman  Emerton  (70  year  old  clan  mother 
of  the  Abenaki  Nation)  were  injured  by  billyclubs  swung  by  enthusiastic 
police  officers  who  have  no  respect  or  regard  for  elders  or  children 
because  they  also  battered  an  eight  and  an  eleven  year  old  native  child. 
Many  of  those  beaten  and  arrested  were  revered  elders  representing  many 
tribes  from  across  the  United  States.  Pepper  gas  and  mace  were  forced 
(police  officers  held  mouths  open)  down  the  throats  of  the  marchers  which 
included  Latinos,  Asian-Americans,  and  Af rican-Americans . Many  of  the 
marchers  are  direct  descendants  of  the  Wampanoag  who  saved  the  lives  of 
that  first  group  of  Puritans. 

The  Pilgrim  Progress  People  have  never  needed  a parade  permit  to  march 
and  in  1997  they  did  not  have  a permit,  but  the  Plymouth  Police 
Department  did  not  bother  them  - not  one  bit.  The  Pilgrim  Progress 
people  use  the  destruction  of  the  Native  American  Indian  people  as  a 
theme  of  their  thanksgiving  parade  and  celebration. 

In  the  unwarranted  and  unprovoked  attack  on  the  UAINE  marchers,  the 
Plymouth  Police  Department  called  upon  the  Massachusetts  State  Police  and 
the  Plymouth  County  Sheriff's  Department  for  assistance  although  it  is 
known  that  UAINE  marchers  did  nothing  to  provoke  such  a violent  response 
to  their  annual  march. 

Plymouth  prosecutor  Ruth  Kechejian,  Police  Chief  Robert  Pomeroy,  and 
Police  Captain  William  O'Meara  have  fully  supported  the  actions  of  the 
Plymouth  good-squad  who  mascarade  as  police  officers.  UAINE  marchers 
have  stated  that  the  police  officers  were  lying  in  wait  - prepared  in 
their  riot  gear.  The  day  before  the  march  the  Plymouth  Police  Department 
issued  a statement  to  the  newspapers  saying  that  the  Indians  would  be 
"dispersed  by  whatever  means  necessary."  Threats.  This  begs  the 
question:  why  the  Indians  and  not  the  Pilgrims  wanna-be's?  What  can  you 
expect,  however,  from  a state  which  decorates  their  highway  signs  with 
the  infamous  Puritan  hat.  True  Americana? 

UAINE  is  representative  of  the  Wampanoag  and  other  coastal  tribes  from 
the  time  with  the  Puritans  first  came  here.  Flistory,  without  impunity, 
does  repeat  itself  when  politicians,  educators,  and  the  population  at 
large  support  historical  distortions  and  ignorance. 

Thanksgiving.  A day  to  be  thankful.  For  what?  That  depends  on  the 
color  of  your  skin,  your  ethnic  heritage,  and  your  power  base.  Native 
American  Indian  people  comprise  0.9%  of  the  United  States  population  and 
are  the  smallest  minority  in  this  country.  Yet  - when  the  Pilgrims  came 
here  the  native  population  numbered  somewhere  between  20  and  25  million 
thriving  people.  The  purification  process  was  simply  a matter  of 
homicidal  genocide. 

Sadly  Thanksgiving  Floliday  season  in  1997,  in  Plymouth,  was  a violent 
exercise  in  history  repeating  itself.  A police  department  (with  support 
of  local  militia  groups)  brutalized  the  Native  American  Indian  people  and 
their  supporters.  The  history  and  actions  of  the  United  States  is  buried 
in  an  intellectual  coma.  The  events  in  Plymouth  (past  and  present)  have 
been  a part  of  a violent  plot  to  take  away  the  freedoms  of  Native 
American  Indian  people  - to  hold  them  down,  to  keep  them  down,  and  when 
you  hold  a group  down  you  also  stay  down  because  if  you  let  go 
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Live  munitions  litter  S.D.  Indians'  restored  land 
Bob  von  Sternberg/  Star  Tribune 

PINE  RIDGE,  S.D.  --  Tom  Rock  scuffed  a boot  against  the  rusted  metal 
shard,  picked  it  up  and  said  simply,  "Tail  fin  --  see,  you  can  tell  by  the 
notch.  Fuselage  over  there.  Here's  a nose  cone.  There's  a lot  of  stuff 
out  here  that  should  have  never  been." 

Such  as:  air-to-air  rockets,  incendiary  bombs,  howitzer  shells,  mortar 
rounds,  magnesium  bombs,  artillery  rounds,  anti-tank  rockets  --  untold 
thousands  of  them  littering  the  sere  buttes  and  tabletop  grasslands  of  the 
Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation.  Some  have  been  there  a half-century  --  and 
remain  as  lethal  as  the  day  they  were  fired. 

Fifty-five  years  ago,  the  federal  government  seized  what  became  the 
Badlands  Bombing  Range  from  the  Oglala  Lakota  nation,  uprooting  125 
families  in  the  biggest  Indian  land-taking  of  this  century.  Only  now  is 
the  range  being  comprehensively  cleared  by  tribal  members  using  federal 
money  that  tacitly  tries  to  right  that  old  wrong. 

"Whoa  --  they  just  bombed  the  hell  out  of  this  place,"  said  Rock,  one  of 
the  Oglalas  who  have  begun  the  cleanup.  "This  whole  place  is  just 
pockmarked  with  holes  and  craters." 

It  was  last  week,  the  day  before  the  signing  in  Ottawa  of  a landmark 
treaty  banning  land  mines. 

But  what  has  happened  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation  shows  that  the 
threat  of  unexploded  ordnance  is  far  closer  to  home  than  Third  World 
nations . 

This  is  an  old,  bitter  story  to  the  25,000  people  who  live  on  the 

reservation,  but  it  has  rarely  been  noted  by  the  world  outside.  If  the 

tribe  and  federal  agencies  manage  to  successfully  pull  off  the  cleanup, 
their  pilot  project  could  affect  another  70  tribes  struggling  with  the 
aftermath  of  Defense  Department  seizures. 

"In  the  past,  so  many  federal  programs  for  tribes  were  set  up  to  fail, 

but  not  this  one,"  said  Emma  Featherman-Sam,  who  heads  the  tribe's  effort. 

"This  is  a better  way,  to  clear  our  own  land,  with  our  own  people  doing 
the  work  when  they  need  jobs  so  badly  --  and  do  it  right." 

Cuny  Table  was  named  after  Pat  Cuny's  grandfather,  who  established  the 
first  ranch  on  the  sweetgrass  tabletop  at  the  northwestern  edge  of  the 
reservation.  "It's  the  best  place  to  make  a living,  and  they  just 
tormented  this  ground  here,"  said  Cuny,  75. 

During  World  War  II,  Cuny  spent  four  years  as  an  infantryman.  When  he 
got  home  from  Germany,  that  home  didn't  exist  anymore.  "They  gave  the 
family  30  days  to  get  out,"  he  said.  "They  banged  the  house  up  with 
machine  guns  and  then  tore  it  down.  They  bombed  the  place  all  through  the 
war . " 

His  nephew  Oliver  Swallow  was  12  years  old  when  the  order  to  leave  came. 
"This  great  In-God-We-Trust  government  came  in  and  said  we're  buying  your 
land  --  get  out,"  Swallow  said.  "They  gave  us  $16  an  acre  --  more  than 
some  people.  We  found  another  piece  of  ground  outside  the  range,  but  it 
wasn't  nearly  as  good. 

"There  was  no  appeal  --  we  just  had  to  go  with  the  flow.  I really  don't 

feel  as  loyal  to  the  country  as  a lot  of  people  do.  What  the  government 

did  to  my  family  is  kind  of  disheartening." 

Planes  overhead 

In  the  fall  of  1942,  War  Department  employees  knocked  on  the  doors  of  125 
houses,  telling  the  occupants  they  had  anywhere  from  48  hours  to  a few 
weeks  to  leave.  Some  had  to  spend  the  winter  in  tents.  In  all,  about  225 

landowners  were  paid  as  little  as  3 cents  an  acre. 

The  government  bought  341,725.61  acres  --  slightly  less  than  Hennepin 
County's  land  area  --  and  the  bombing  continued  into  the  1960s. 

The  armed  services  and  the  South  Dakota  National  Guard,  which  peppered 


the  range  with  bombs,  rockets  and  machine-gun  fire,  routinely  missed  their 
targets . 
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Court  Update:  Day  22;  Thursday,  November  27,  1997 

Alternative  To  Negotiations  Ignored,  Henry  Thiessen  Takes  The  Stand! 

Reverend  Menno  Wiebe  was  cross  examined  by  Peter  lervis,  counsel  for 
Daishowa.  Rev.  Wiebe  stated  that  The  Lubicon  Settlement  Commission  of 
Review  was  formed  to  offer  an  alternative  means  to  the  negotiation  process 
that  was  deadlocked.  The  Commission  found  in  their  investigations  that 
governments  had  not  acted  in  good  faith  with  the  Lubicon  and  offered 
recommendations  that  were  listed  in  Day  21 's  Court  Update. 

Rev.  Wiebe  stressed  that  the  public  hearings  were  open  and  the 
Commission  asked  for  participation  from  a wide  spectrum  of  interests, 
including  Daishowa.  The  Commission  based  its  Report  on  the  submissions 
it  received,  said  Rev.  Wiebe.  The  Commission  concluded  that  the  Lubicon 
encountered  a systemic  justice  problem  that  meant  they  couldn't  receive 
redress . 

E.  Davie  Fulton  was  called  to  the  witness  stand  by  Karen  Wristen, 
counsel  for  FoL,  to  give  testimony  about  his  knowledge  of  the  Lubicon' s 
situation.  Mr.  Fulton  is  a retired  Supreme  Court  of  British  Columbia 
lustice  and  a Rhodes  Scholar  who  was  appointed  by  then-Indian  Affairs 
Minister  David  Crombie  in  the  mid-80s,  to  carry  out  an  inquiry  to  sort  out 
the  issues  and  the  positions  of  those  involved  in  the  Lubicon  situation. 

Mr.  Fulton  met  with  the  parties  involved  and  said  that  it  became  evident 
that  it  could  be  established  there  were  common  areas  of  interest,  so  his 
mandate  was  widened  to  include  making  suggestions  for  possible  settlement. 
The  discussion  paper  that  his  investigations  produced,  initially  released 
in  late  1985,  included  the  positions  of  each  party  followed  by  a remarks 
section  that  included:  areas  of  agreement;  areas  of  discussion;  and  areas 
of  disagreement.  A review  of  the  initial  paper  by  the  Lubicon  led  to  a 
revised  version  recirculated  that  corrected  the  basis  of  the  Lubicon  land 
claim:  that  the  Lubicon  claim  was  based  on  aboriginal  title  to  their  land, 
not  on  Treaty  8. 

The  discussion  paper  looked  at: land  entitlement;  sub  surface  rights, 
including  oil  and  gas;  wildlife  management  and  environmental  protection 
plans;  opportunity  and  job  training  for  the  Lubicon;  Compensation  for  past 
losses;  Compensation  for  future  losses;  Compensation  for  loss  of  culture; 
and  rights  to  self  government. 

Mr.  Fulton  said  that  once  his  report  was  delivered,  the  Alberta 
Government  was  unwilling  to  participate  further  in  the  inquiry  because 
they  claimed  that  he  had  no  authority.  If  Alberta  was  not  part  of  the 
discussion,  said  Mr.  Fulton,  Crombie  took  the  position  that  there  was  no 
point  in  continuing.  In  regards  to  the  Aboriginal  Land  claim,  Mr.  Fulton 
felt  that  the  parties  involved  were  so  far  apart  that  there  should  be  a 
direct  reference  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  to  determine  if  the 


Lubicons  had  title  or  not.  The  Federal  Government  didn't  act  on  the 
recommendations  in  the  Fulton  paper  and  it  was  never  made  public. 

Mr.  Fulton  said  that  he  had  been  approached  as  a possible  mediator  since 
that  time,  but  that  the  federal  government  had  called  him  "prejudiced."  Mr 
Fulton  said  he  found  that  difficult  to  accept.  He  wrote  to  then-Indian 
Affairs  Minister  Bill  McKnight  and  told  him  that  he  took  exception  to  the 
word  "prejudice."  He  said  "it  implies  arriving  at  a conclusion  in  absence 
of  the  facts.  But  I know  the  facts.  I may  be  guilty  of  sympathy  for  the 
band,  but  not  prejudice." 

Mr.  Fulton  testified  that,  when  asked  by  the  Parliamentary  Standing 
Committee  on  Native  Affairs  to  rate  the  severity  of  the  Lubicon  situation 
on  a scale  of  1 to  10,  he  replied  that  he  would  have  to  rate  it  at  10  - in 
a state  of  disrepair.  He  said  that  as  an  accumulated  result  of  oil  and  gas 
activities  which  upset  and  distorted  and  pretty  well  terminated  the  band's 
hunting  and  trapping,  there  was  low  morale,  low  income,  and  that  people 
could  not  see  any  way  to  improve  their  state.  He  said  he  would  rate  it  the 
same  today. 

That  ended  the  witnesses  for  the  defense. 

The  plaintiffs,  who  are  entitled  to  call  "reply"  evidence  in  the  rules 
of  Canadian  courts,  recalled  Gordon  Bunt,  general  manager  of  Daishowa 
Packaging  (Winnipeg),  to  testify  about  a demonstration  in  Winnipeg  on 
November  3,  1997.  Bunt  stated  that  he  spoke  with  the  organizer,  Donald 
Sullivan,  before  the  demonstration  but  he  didn't  recall  any  mention  of  the 
Daishowa  boycott  itself.  He  said  the  picket  of  Daishowa 's  plant  by  20 
people  was  mostly  concerned  about  the  Daishowa  lawsuit  against  FOL  and  its 
effects  on  free  speech. 

Karen  Wristen,  counsel  for  FoL,  objected  to  Bunt's  evidence,  questioning 
the  relevance  to  the  case.  Ms.  Wristen  inquired  if  there  was  anything 
that  linked  FoL  with  organizing  the  demonstration.  Bunt  admitted  that  he 
couldn't  do  this.  Daishowa  counsel  Peter  Jervis  said  that  this  is  evidence 
that  FOL  "can  have  an  effective  voice  in  this  country"  even  with  an 
injunction.  Citing  the  massive  press  coverage  of  the  picket  (one  article 
in  a Winnipeg  student  newspaper  and  nothing  whatsoever  in  the  mainstream 
media)  Jervis  said  "It's  clear  evidence  of  the  breadth  of  FOL's  networks 
and  it's  clear  evidence  that  FOL  can  get  their  message  across."  Justice 
MacPherson  admitted  the  evidence. 

Henry  Thiessen  was  the  plaintiff's  next  witless.  Thiessen  was  a Alberta 
Department  of  Agricultural  assistant  director  between  1966  and  1971  and 
was  employed  by  the  Alberta  Government's  Native  Affairs  Secretariat  from 
1983  to  1987  as  a senior  official.  He  currently  acts  a consultant  and 
under  this  capacity  wrote  a report  attacking  Lubicon  land  rights  for 
Daishowa  counsel  Davis  & Company. 

Thiessen  had  written  an  earlier  report  in  1995  for  Unocal  to  submit  to 
the  Alberta  Energy  Resources  Conservation  Board  in  a successful  effort  to 
convince  the  ERCB  to  allow  Unocal  to  start  up  a sour  gas  processing  plant 
on  Lubicon  lands. 

Justice  MacPherson  questioned  Mr.  Jervis  about  the  relevance  of  the 
witness's  testimony  to  the  trial.  Justice  MacPherson  said  he  was  not 
going  to  write  a judgement  on  whether  the  Lubicon  land  claim  is  valid  or 
not.  Thiessen  has  had  46  years  employment  with  the  Alberta  Government,  he 
added,  including  the  top  job  of  the  very  department  battling  with  the 
Lubicon  and  is  therefore  not  independent.  He  represents  the  other  side  of 
the  Lubicon  land  rights  battle. 

In  questioning  his  "expertise",  Mr.  Owen  Young,  Lubicon  counsel,  also 
uncovered  that  Thiessen  did  not  possess  degrees  in  anthropology,  ethnology 
history,  law  and  was  not  trained  in  field  gathering  of  data,  all  of  which 
he  was  proposing  to  give  evidence  on.  His  only  formal  training  was  as  in 
agricultural  science,  in  which  his  Thesis  was  on  land  for  grazing  purposes 
in  Saskatchewan. 

However,  Justice  MacPherson  said  he  would  allow  Thiessen  to  present  his 
"factual"  evidence  (evidence  on  his  own  experience  of  the  Lubicon 
situation)  and  then  make  a ruling  on  whether  to  admit  Thiessen  as  an 
"expert"  who  could  give  his  opinion  evidence  on  the  validity  of  Lubicon 
land  rights. 

On  Friday,  the  trial  resumed  in  courtroom  4-10.  361  University  Ave. 


Toronto  at  9:30  a.m. 

FoL  gratefully  acknowledges  the  Catholic  Workers  for  providing  lunch  for 
FoL,  and  supporters.  Everyone  raved  about  the  homebaked  bread!  The 
Church  of  the  Floly  Trinity  has  continued  to  provide  facilities  for  lunch 
and  a respite  from  court;  a very  special  note  of  gratitude! 

For  more  background  information  visit  the  Lubicon  supporter  web  page  at: 

http: //kafta . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/Lubicon/main . html 

Complete  Court  Updates  are  available  at  http://www.tao.ca/~fol/ 
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LEGISLATORS  WANT  TRIBAL  ACCOUNTING 
Councilor  Says  Byrd  Not  Paying  Dudge 
By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

Three  members  of  Oklahoma's  congressional  delegation  are  calling  for  a 
formal  audit  of  all  federal  program  funds  flowing  into  Cherokee  Nation 
coffers . 

U.S.  Sens.  Don  Nickles  and  Dim  Inhofe,  R-Okla.,  and  U.S.  Rep.  Tom  Coburn, 
R-Okla.,  wrote  a joint  request  in  mid-November  "to  ensure  that  funds  the 
tribe  receives ...  are  being  spent  in  accordance  with  the  intent  of  Congress 
and  the  Administration." 

The  letters  went  to  the  U.S.  Departments  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development, 
Interior  and  Labor,  with  copies  to  Attorney  General  Danet  Reno. 

The  Phoenix  received  a copy  of  one  of  those  letters  after  5 p.m. 

Wednesday,  Nickles,  Inhofe  and  Coburn  couldn't  be  reached  for  comment. 

The  letters  refer  to  a Department  of  Dustice  investigation  into  alleged 
violations  of  federal  law  by  the  tribal  administration. 

Coburn  agreed  to  do  a delegation  letter  because  of  the  ongoing  concerns 
and  numerous  investigations  going  on,  said  Coburn's  chief  of  staff,  Karl 
Ahlgren . 

No  response  to  the  audit  request  has  been  received  yet,  a Coburn 
spokesman  said  Wednesday. 

A Washington  spokesman  for  HUD  said  he  was  unable  to  determine  late 
Wednesday  the  status  of  the  request. 

The  call  for  a formal  accounting  of  how  the  tribe  spent  taxpayer  money 
comes  at  a time  when  the  tribe  remains  split. 

One  faction  agrees  with  Chief  Doe  Byrd's  assessment  that  he  is  complying 
with  an  August  peace  accord  signed  with  the  U.S.  Interior  Secretary  Bruce 
Babbit.  Another  faction  said  Byrd  isn't  in  full  compliance. 

Representatives  of  both  factions  plan  to  meet  at  9 a.m.  today  with  the 
new  head  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Kevin  Gover,  in  his  Washington, 
D.C.,  office  to  discuss  compliance  with  the  Babbit  agreement. 

Babbit  and  Reno  negotiated  the  agreement  six  months  into  a 
constitutional  crisis  within  the  tribe.  Byrd  and  two  of  his  eight 
loyalists  on  the  16-member  tribal  council,  Don  Crittenden  and  Chuck 
Hoskins,  signed  the  agreement.  Tribal  councilors  Harold  DeMoss  and  Harold 
"Diggs"  Phillips,  also  signed  the  agreement. 

All  are  planning  to  attend  today's  meeting. 

The  tribe  has  been  in  turmoil  since  Byrd  fired  tribal  marshals  who 
executed  a search  warrant  at  the  tribal  complex  on  Feb.  25.  The  marshals 
seized  evidence  leading  to  Byrd  being  charged  in  tribal  court  with  two 
counts  of  diversion  of  tribal  funds. 

Byrd  later  ignored  a tribal  court  order  reinstating  the  marshals  and 


sanctioned  what  has  been  determined  was  an  illegal  impeachment  of  the 
tribe's  highest  court  justices.  Byrd  then  raided  and  closed  the  tribal 
courthouse.  He  then  fired  the  tribal  prosecutor  and  anyone  who  could 
bring  him  to  trial. 

Byrd  signed  the  peace  accord  with  Babbitt  and  agreed  to  rehire  the 
marshals,  reopen  the  tribal  courthouse  and  reinstitute  the  tribal  court 
system. 

Meanwhile,  an  outside  accounting  report  to  tribal  councilors  from  a 
national  accounting  firm  reflects  more  than  $1.6  million  in  tribal  funds 
have  been  depleted  on  massive  legal  bills  from  more  than  20  attorneys  Byrd 
has  employed  since  the  constitutional  crisis  began. 

One  of  Byrd's  critics  on  the  council,  Barbara  Starr  Scott,  will  attend 
today's  meeting.  When  the  BIA  expects  to  return  tribal  law  enforcement 
back  to  the  tribe  - BIA  police  took  it  over  in  April  - will  probably  be 
discussed,  she  said.  Scott  believes  the  BIA  police  need  to  stay  until  the 
tribal  administration  is  in  full  compliance  with  the  Babbitt  agreement. 

Scott  also  wants  to  see  the  tribal  court  fully  reinstated.  She  said 
Gover  needs  to  be  aware  that  Byrd  still  is  allowing  a suspended  district 
court  judge  loyal  to  him  to  hold  court  at  the  tribal  complex. 

The  law  library  and  court  files  still  haven't  been  returned  to  the 
tribal  courthouse.  The  suspended  judge  is  still  exercising  control  over 
the  district  court  budget,  although  Cherokee  law  places  that 
responsibility  with  the  tribe's  highest  court,  the  Dudicial  Appeals 
Tribunal.  Meanwhile,  Byrd  and  his  staff  members  have  exercised  control 
over  the  tribunal  budget  since  the  crisis  began. 

Byrd  still  isn't  paying  a tribal  associate  district  judge  he  displaced 
during  the  crisis.  Drew  Wilcoxen  of  Muskogee,  Scott  said. 

The  sooner  Byrd  gets  in  full  compliance,  the  sooner  the  tribe  can 
concentrate  on  moving  forward  and  meeting  the  needs  of  its  people,  she 
said . 

Tribal  employees  said  Byrd  went  to  Washington,  D.C.,  Wednesday  with  his 
press  secretary,  two  body  guards,  the  tribe's  general  counsel,  the  tribal 
secretary-treasurer  and  a self-governance  officer.  They  couldn't  be 
reached  for  comment. 
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* Newsletters 

Over  130,000  copies  of  Buffalo  Nations  and  Cold  Mountain,  Cold 
Rivers  newsletters  have  been  distributed  all  over  the  world.  These  news 
letters  informed  people  of  the  1100  buffalo  slaughtered  by  the  state  of 
Montana  and  National  Park  Service  discussed  some  realistic  alternatives  to 
stop  the  killing. 

* Distribution 

1)  Presence  in  Yellowstone  National  Park-  Since  June  1997  Buffalo 
Nations  has  tabled  both  inside  the  Park  and  surrounding  towns,  providing 
newsletters,  mailing  list  contacts  and  question  answering.  These  tables  are 
instrumental  in  educating  thousands  of  tourists  who  do  not  completely 
understand  the  severity  of  the  issue. 

2)  Over  200  business  in  Montana  alone  are  distributing  both  newsletters 
(Many  other  stores,  groups  and  individuals  are  distributing  the  newsletters 
throughout  the  U.S.) 

3)  Buffalo  Bus-A  VW  van  converted  into  a three  dimensional  buffalo  with 
the  Buffalo  Nations  name,  address  and  phone  on  the  side.  The  buffalo  bus 
is  a real  eye-catcher  and  makes  appearances  at  fairs  and  other  major  events 
surrounding  the  Park. 

* Mailing  List/  Membership 

1)  Tabling,  business  distributions,  individual  and  group  outreach 


programs  have  helped  compile  an  active  mailing  list  of  over  7000  people  and 
organizations  wishing  to  lend  support. 

2)  Approximately  5000  concerned  citizens  have  signed  up  to  be  Buffalo 
Nations  members. 

* Federal  Buffalo  Bill 

1)  In  late  August  a conference  of  Traditional  Native  American  Elders 
came  together  to  work  on  a solution  to  the  buffalo  slaughter.  Before 
leaving,  the  foundations  of  a Bill  were  formed.  The  Bill  will  be  introduced 
to  Congress  as  soon  as  additional  tribal  leaders  make  their  comments.  We 
hope  to  have  it  introduced  during  thel05th  Congress. 

2)  We  will  continue  to  formulate  the  Bill  with  more  Traditional  Native 
solutions  and  with  the  advise  of  Tribal  ludges  and  lawyers. 

3)  We  have  contacted  Senators  and  Congressmen  and  they  await  our  Bill 
to  be  introduced. 

* Media  Out  Reach 

1)  We  are  producing  a 5 minute,  2 minute,  and  three  30  second  education 
spots  and  public  service  announcements  videos  on  the  buffalo  slaughter  and 
information  on  proposed  legislation. 

2)  We  are  also  producing  radio  spots  on  the  Bill. 

3)  Producing  an  hour  long  documentary  about  the  slaughter  for  a 
national  television  broadcast. 

* Up  Coming  Conferences 

1)  In  Mid  - Fall  Buffalo  Nations  will  hold  a conference  of  local 
ranchers  in  Gardiner  and  West  Yellowstone  to  offer  hazing  and  rebuild  their 
fences.  This  is  also  an  opportunity  to  get  ranchers'  perspectives  on  the 
federal  bill. 

* Winter  Campaign 

1)  Offer  a buffalo  hazing  service  to  ranchers  who  in  past  years  have 
had  no  other  alternatives  than  to  have  the  buffalo  killed  by  the  Montana 
Department  of  Livestock.  The  service  will  be  provided  to  the  two  towns 
where  buffalo  are  killed  , West  Yellowstone  and  Gardiner,  Montana. 

2)  Repair  fences  of  local  ranchers  that  are  damaged  by  the  buffalo  and 
other  wildlife  as  they  migrate  to  traditional  wintering  grounds. 

3)  Contact  local  ranch  supply  stores  and  request  donations  that  will 
enable  quality  fence  repairs. 

4)  Organize  hazing  efforts  with  the  aid  of,  cross-country  skis  and 
snowshoes  to  prevent  the  buffalo  from  being  killed  as  they  wander  into  the 
state  of  Montana.  Snowmobiles  will  help  distributes  supplies  to  camps  and 
drop  offer  volunteers  to  the  patrol  boarders. 

5)  We  will  conducting  aerial  fly-overs  with  Project  LightHawk  to 
document  the  condition  of  the  buffalo  herd  inside  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

6)  We  will  document  all  occurrences  of  the  winter  by  video,  photos  and 
news  stories  and  get  them  out  to  the  world. 

7)  Keeping  concerned  citizens,  businesses,  groups,  our  mailing  list  and 
members  informed  of  the  situation  as  it  develops  through  newsletter  updates, 
e-mail  and  videos. 

* How  You  Can  Help 

1)  Volunteer  : Come  Out  to  Montana  this  Winter 

Buffalo  Nations  needs  people  to  monitor  the  borders  of  the  park  as 
volunteers  to  guard  the  lives  of  the  last  wild  buffalo.  Due  to  a limited 
budget  we  are  only  able  to  supply  food  and  shelter  to  those  that  take  a 
stand  for  the  buffalo  this  winter. 

2)  Contact  us  about  the  Bill  and  start  phone  trees,  letter  writing  and 
petition  signing  campaigns  in  your  state  to  get  it  passed. 

3)  Help  distribute  our  all  ready  existing  newsletters  in  your 
communities.  Contact  us  and  we  will  send  you  some. 

4)  Internships-  Earn  college  credits  while  saving  buffalo. 

* Buffalo  Nations-  NEEDS  LIST 
Computer 

Fax  Machine 

Snowmobiles  and  Trailer 
Snowshoes 

Cross-country  Skis 
4-wheel  drive  trucks 
Snow  tires 


Wall  Tents 

Wood  Stoves  for  wall  tents 
Propane  Heater 
Binoculars 

Radio  Communication  Equipment 
Cooking  gear 

Winter-  boots,  clothing,  gloves,  hats 
Chain  saws,  axes,  splitting  maul 
Winter  sleeping  bags 
Cots 

Thermal  rests 
Tarps 

Video  Camera  (Sony  digital  3 chip)  & tapes 
Media  100  Software  for  Macintosh 
35  mm  Cameras 
Film 

VCR  machine  (for  dubs) 

Video  tapes 

Fence  repair  supplies  (wood,  tools,  etc.) 

Food 

File  Cabinets 

Tax  deductible  money  donations 

Buffalo  Nations  P.0.  Box  957  West  Yellowstone,  Mt.  59758,  p-  406-646-0070 
f-  406-646-0071,  e-mail-buffalo@wildrockies.org 

November  20,  1997 

Greetings  from  West  Yellowstone, 

For  the  last  two  weeks  Buffalo  Nations  volunteers  have  patrolled  the 
Park  boundaries  for  buffalo.  We  have  10  very  enthusiastic  and  energetic 
activists  from  around  the  U.S.  who  are  out  with  the  buffalo  everyday  from 
sunrise  to  sunset.  So  far.  Department  of  Livestock  (DOL)  has  made  only  one 
appearance.  Before  they  stepped  out  of  their  trucks,  two  Buffalo  Nations 
shepherds  were  asking  them  who  they  where  and  what  they  were  doing  there. 
Needless  to  say,  very  little  was  debated  and  after  some  quick  photos  of  our 
buffalo  shepherds  the  DOL  were  back  in  their  trucks  and  off. 

Local  support  is  tremendous.  We  have  a weekly  column  in  the  local 
newspaper  "The  Yellowstone  News."  We  get  encouraging  phone  calls  everyday 
from  locals  that  want  to  help  in  anyway  they  can.  Our  newest  project  is  to 
place  "Bison  Safe  Zone"  signs  in  locals  yards  to  let  the  DOL  know  they  are 
not  allowed  on  their  land  to  kill  buffalo.  It  also  gives  us  areas  toward 
which  we  can  shepherd  bison  to  safety. 

About  eight  big  bull  buffalo  travel  in  and  out  of  the  Park  daily.  The 
snow  is  here  and  with  it  come  more  buffalo.  The  DOL  could  be  here  to  kill 
buffalo  any  day  and  we  will  be  here  waiting.  10  is  a great  number  but  50  is 
so  much  better!  The  more  people  we  have  here  the  safer  the  buffalo  will  be. 

Make  your  plans  to  come  out  and  help  save  the  last  wild  buffalo  this 
winter.  We  have  plenty  of  room  and  food  and  all  that  get  the  calling  are 
welcome. 

The  other  thing  we're  lacking  is  money.  We  are  all  non-paid 
volunteers  and  every  penny  goes  directly  to  saving  buffalo.  If  you  are  not 
convinced  yet,  we  are  also  a 501-C3  tax-exempt  organization  so  your  donation 
is  a tax  write-off. 

If  you  or  your  group  want  to  give  out  fliers  or  show  a video  about 
this  issue,  please  send  us  your  mailing  address  and  we'll  get  more 
information  out  to  you. 

Greetings  from  Buffalo  Nations  for  the  week  of  Dec.  1,  1997.  The 
last  week  around  here  has  been  a busy  one.  The  highlight  of  the  week  was  an 
aerial  survey  of  bison  in  Yellowstone  N.P.  with  Project  Lighthawk.  During 
the  flyover  251  bison  were  found  in  the  Cougar  Creek  drainage  a mere  10 
miles  from  the  Yellowstone  N.P.  boundary.  The  good  news  is  that  the  snow  on 
the  ground  is  still  only  8-12  inches  in  most  places.  The  bad  news  is,  any 
significant  snow  will  immediately  drive  these  bison  out  of  the  park  and  into 


an  emergency  situation!  This  is  a critical  time  for  the  bison  and  we  hope 
that  anyone  who  is  considering  coming  out  this  winter  will  think  about 
joining  us  as  soon  as  possible  in  December. 

We're  continuing  to  patrol  the  park  boundaries  on  a daily  basis  and 
as  of  today  we  still  haven't  seen  any  Dept,  of  Livestock  vehicles  in  the 
area.  There  are  8 bison,  very  large  bulls,  outside  of  the  park  that  haven't 
been  harassed  by  D.O.L.  yet. 

We  were  helped  out  Thanksgiving  weekend  by  11  volunteers  from  the 
Americorps  program  out  of  Poccatello  Idaho.  One  of  our  regular  volunteers 
is  also  coordinating  field  trips  for  schoolchildren  should  anyone  wish  to 
bring  their  class  out  here  for  a day  to  learn  about  the  bison  and  what  we  do 

We've  been  getting  a lot  of  support  from  people  all  over  the  place. 

We're  especially  thankful  for  the  volunteers,  the  clothing  and  gear  and  the 
financial  support.  As  we  prepare  for  heavier  snow,  we  are  looking  for  a 
second  snowmobile,  2 snowmobile  cargo  sleds/trailers,  and  a four-wheel  drive 
vehicle  or  any  donation  to  go  toward  the  purchase  of  these  items.  We  are 
willing  to  offer  a tax  deduction  for  anyone  willing  to  either  donate  or  sell 
us  these  items. 

Buffalo  Nations 

P.0.  Box  957  West  Yellowstone,  Mt.  59758 
Phone  (406)646-0070  Fax  (406)646-0071 
E-mail  buffalo@wildrockies.org. 

The  feathery  brown  stalks  of  grass  still  appear  through  the  top 
crust  of  snow  in  Yellowstone.  These  grasses  are  a measurement  of  time  for 
the  buffalo  this  winter;  for  us  their  presence  means  quiet  journeys  of 
watching  the  buffalo  graze  as  we  walk  along  the  park  boundaries. 

Over  the  last  week  we  have  been  busy,  and  alert.  We've  been  busy 
because  eleven  volunteers  from  Americorps  arrived  to  help  us.  Americorps 
volunteers  work  on  a variety  of  projects  ranging  from  stream  restoration  to 
literacy  tutoring  through  a national  service  program  akin  to  a domestic 
Peace  Corps.  They  visited  us  because  they  believe  in  protecting  the  bison 
and  they  wanted  to  help  in  any  way  they  could. 

We  are  alert  because  there  are  around  250  bison  grazing  about  10 
miles  from  the  west  side  park  boundary.  Last  weekend  a few  of  us  flew  over 
the  park  with  Project  Lighthawk,  an  environmental  group  who  brings 
photographers  and  wilderness  advocates  up  to  see  what  lies  beyond  the 
"beauty  strip". 

Along  with  the  next  big  snowstorm,  we  could  potentially  see  a mass 
exodus  of  buffalo  from  the  park. 

We  look  to  community  involvement  as  a key  factor  in  protecting  the 
buffalo.  Everyone  who  wants  to  help  the  buffalo  is  welcome,  and  there  is 
something  for  everyone  to  do.  Please  contact  us  if  you  would  like  to  watch 
bison,  post  signs,  or  just  get  to  know  us. 

The  buffalo  lie  in  the  meadow,  their  shapes  blending  in  with  the 
landscape  as  surely  as  the  rocks,  their  forms  mirroring  the  mountains  as 
surely  as  a lake's  reflection.  Indeed  this  place  would  be  incomplete  without 
them. 

-Sue  Nackoney 

From  the  west  they  came,  with  lightning  from  their  eyes  and  thunder 
from  their  hooves.  They  are  my  relatives,  from  them  comes  strength,  power, 
shelter  and  medicine.  Once  there  were  many,  and  life  was  good,  holy  and 
pure,  very  much  a part  of  our  lives  even  yet  today.  Their  bodies  shot  down 
in  the  cold  snow,  in  cold  blood  their  lives  taken  for  needless  uses.  They 
are  a part  of  our  traditional  ways.  In  our  circles  their  spirits  roam  and 
dwell.  You  take  their  lives,  do  you  not  see  what  you  are  taking  from  the 
earth  are  gifts  not  for  all  Indian  people  but  for  all  humankind  from  the 
Creator  alone?  What  will  your  great-grandchildren  think  when  there  are  no 
more  of  them  to  look  upon  and  see  our  Mother  Earth  in  her  true  splendor. 

To  my  relatives  (Tatanka  Ouata)  Buffalo  Nations 
-leremy  Allen  Lynch,  Buffalo  Nations 
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NATIONAL  ABORIGINAL  VETERANS  ASSOCIATION 
lohn  B.D.  Pictou,  Sr. 

Nova  Scotia  Chapter  President 
Vice-Chairman  of  Ottawa  Board 
PO  Box  312 

Shubenecadie,  Nova  Scotia  BON  2HO 
Tel:  901-758-3147 
Fax:  Same 

On  November  11th,  1998,  we  go  to  Ottawa  once  again  to  march  proudly 
honor  of  our  fallen  veteran  brothers  and  sisters.  We  are  veterans  of 
the  World  War  II  , Korean  and  Vietnam  theaters,  along  with  our  current 
conflicts  veterans  that  served  courageously  and  proudly,  for  our 
country  and  people.  Many  of  us  are  veterans  of  a combination  of  wars, 
mostly  World  War  II  and  Korea.  We  are  trying  to  do  our  best  we  can  to 
bring  as  many  of  our  veterans  to  Ottawa  for  the  Remembrance  Day 
celebrations.  We  are  a self  supporting  group.  Funds  are  unfortunately 
scarce,  as  we  try  to  send  veterans  from  all  over  Canada  to  Ottawa,  and 
we  have  used  up  all  our  finances.  There  is  the  Canadian  Legion,  they 
will  not  help  us,  they  only  help  there  own.  Although  we  fought  on  the 
same  side,  they  somehow  forgotten.  There  are  still  many  of  our  fellow 
veterans  that  have  never  been  to  Ottawa  for  the  Remembrance  Day 
celebration,  and  if  they  don't  get  to  go  soon  they  may  never  have  a 
chance.  . Many  of  us  are  in  our  80's  and  70's  and  so  on.  I personally 
would  like  to  see  as  many  of  our  vets  get  to  see  and  participate  in 
the  march  at  least  once.  It  is  a great  experience  to  be  together  with 
our  friends,  and  mourn  the  loss,  and  then  celebrate  the  victories  that 
they  died  for. 

The  following  information  is  an  excerpt  from  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Aboriginal  Peoples,  dated  October  1993;  (Exact  figures  are  not 
available,  but  the  government  estimates  at  least  twelve  to  fifteen 
thousand  Canadian  Aboriginal  volunteered.  Those  figures  merely 
cover  the  volunteers  from  reserves  and  do  not  include  off-reserve 
and  non-status  Indians,  nor  does  it  take  into  account  all  of  the 
country's  Metis  who  signed  up,  or  the  Inuit  who  participated  through 
northern  border  patrols.  There  were  also  Service  and  Forestry 
Battalions  that  drew  a high  percentage  of  their  numbers  from  our 
Aboriginal  Peoples. 

American  figures  show  that  at  least  thirty  thousand  Canadians  served 
with  the  American  Armed  Forces  during  the  Vietnam  War  and  that  one 
in  four  of  those  VOLUNTEERS  were  of  Aboriginal  origin.) 

If  you  would  like  to  help  us  send  more  Aboriginal  Veterans  to  the 
Ottawa  Celebration,  please  feel  free  to  contact  us  at  the  above 
number,  or  you  can  send  a donation  of  any  size  to  the  Royal  Bank  of 
Canada,  c/o  N.A.V.A  account  #702-9788,  P.0.  Box  40,  Shubenacadie  N.S. 
B0N-2H0.  Any  and  all  donations  are  greatly  appreciated.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely,  lohn  B.  Pictou,  SR. 

(My  cousin  asked  me  to  submit  this  letter  for  him,  he  is  a honest  and 
a trustworthy  man.  He  is  to  be  respected  and  honored,  if  one  can  help 
him,  it  will  be  greatly  appreciated.  I was  not  aware  of  these  figures, 
as  a former  marine,  I feel  very  honored.) 

In  the  Spirit  of  our  Veterans, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 

"RE : Zapatistas  Need  Your  Support"  

Date:  1:04  PM  Dec  3,  1997 
From:  moonlight 

Sub j : URGENT:  THE  ZAPATISTAS  NEED  YOUR  SUPPORT 


Newsgroup:  igc. indig. info 


Companeros, 

Currently,  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  your  help  as  the  situation  in 
Chiapas  continues  to  deteriorate  with  each  passing  day.  Paramilitary 
activity  against  the  Indigenous  Zapatista  communities  has  reached  an  all 
time  high.  There  are  attacks  on  villages  almost  everyday,  and  in  the  last 
week  almost  5,000  Indigenous  peoples  have  been  displaced  by  the  violence, 
and  dozens  have  been  killed.  Full-scale  war  is  imminent.  The  Mexican 
government  is  pushing  its  military  solution  to  the  Zapatistas  and  Indigenous 
peoples  cry  for  justice  and  peace  through  the  use  of  these  paramilitary 
groups  and  by  other  tactics  of  its  almost  4 year  old  dirty  low-intensity 
war.  If  we,  civil  society  do  not  intervene,  mobilize  and  generate  some 
critical  pressure  against  the  Mexican  government  the  future  of  the  Zapatista 
communities  and  the  hope  for  the  implementation  of  Indigenous  rights  and 
peace  in  Chiapas  will  end  in  blood-shed  and  more  misery.  The  only  way  in 
which  this  war  will  be  stopped  if  national  and  international  civil  society 
mobilize  and  let  the  Mexican  and  US  governments  know  we  are  aware  of  the 
situation  and  that  we  will  not  tolerate  the  denial  of  Indigenous  rights  and 
the  war  being  waged  against  Indigenous  Zapatista  communities. 

In  response  to  the  critical  situation  in  Chiapas,  the  National  Commission 
for  Democracy  in  Mexico  is  launching  a Popular  Ballot  for  the  Right  to  Live 
in  Peace  and  we  are  seeking  1,111  volunteers  willing  to  collect  100  ballots 
each  by  January  1,  1998.  The  ballot  is  6 public  opinion  questions  regarding 
conditions  in  Mexico  and  US-Mexico  relations,  and  is  intended  to  serve  as  an 
expression  of  our  will  for  peace  in  Chiapas  and  Mexico. 

The  search  for  volunteers  and  the  collection  of  ballots  began  on  November 
20th,  Mexican  Revolution  Day.  The  response  has  been  good  so  far  but  we  are 
still  far  from  our  goal,  thus  the  call  and  need  for  more  volunteers  is  more 
urgent.  Please  sign  up.  We  need  each  volunteer  to  make  100  copies  of  the 
ballot,  have  people  fill  them  out  and  send  the  results  back  to  us  by  email 
at:  moonlight@igc.apc.org. 

We  would  also  like  to  encourage  everyone  to  set  up  tables  at  their 
high  schools,  colleges,  universities,  churches,  places  of  work,  etc.  in  order 
to  collect  as  many  ballots  as  possible! 

A public  announcement  of  the  volunteers  and  their  progress  will  be  made  on 
December  10th,  the  anniversary  of  the  U.  N.  Declaration  on  Human  Rights,  and 
on  January  1st  the  tally  of  the  ballots  will  be  announced  as  well  as  a 
decision  on  whether  the  balloting  will  be  continued. 

Serving  as  one  of  the  1,111  volunteers  is  a statement  of  support  for  the 
struggle  for  peace,  democracy,  liberty  and  justice  of  the  1,111  Zapatista 
communities  in  Chiapas. 

To  register  as  a volunteer,  please  send  your  name  and  a means  of 
communicating  with  you  by  phone,  fax,  electronic  or  postal  mail  to: 

NCDM 

Tel:  (213)  254-9950 
Fax:  (213)  254-9597 
Email:  moonlight@igc.apc.org 

You  can  also  register  as  a volunteer  or  submit  a ballot  through  our  web  page 
(http : //www. igc . ape .org/nedm) . 

Please  join  us  in  breaking  the  information  and  military  blockade  being 
imposed  on  the  Zapatistas.  Register  today!  We  are  at  a historic 
crossroads.  Help  us  put  an  end  of  505  years  of  genocide,  discrimination  and 
marginalization  of  the  Indigenous  peoples  of  Mexico.  Help  us  prevent 
another  Vietnam  in  Chiapas. 

In  solidarity  and  resistance, 

NCDM 


"RE : Paiutes  Could  Get  Own  Land 

Date:  Mon,  08  Dec  1997  17:25:17  -0500 
From:  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : Paiutes  could  get  own  land 


<A  HREF="http : //www. azcentral . com/news/1208paiutes . shtml"> 
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Paiutes  could  get  own  land 

Navajos  would  cede  5,100  acres  in  deal 

By  Bill  Donovan 

Correspondent 

Dec.  8,  1997 

WINDOW  ROCK  --  For  hundreds  of  years,  the  San  Duan  Southern  Paiutes  have 
lived  in  the  shadow  of  the  Navajo  people. 

But  as  early  as  next  spring,  if  things  go  as  expected,  the  Paiutes  could 
have  their  first  official  reservation  on  about  5,100  acres  within  the 
Navajo  Reservation  about  nine  miles  northwest  of  Tuba  City. 

For  the  past  month,  Navajo  Attorney  General  Flerb  Yazzie  and  other  tribal 
lawyers  have  been  meeting  with  residents  of  western  reservation 
communities  in  Arizona  to  explain  details  of  a proposed  land  treaty 
between  the  Navajos  and  the  Paiutes. 

"What  we  don't  want  is  for  this  to  become  another  legal  battle  like  the 
one  we  have  been  in  with  the  Flopis,"  Navajo  Nation  President  Albert  Hale 
said . 

That  battle,  now  more  than  20  years  old,  has  cost  the  Navajos  more  than 
$10  million  and  more  than  900,000  acres  of  what  they  consider  to  be 
Navajo  land. 

Not  all  Navajos  are  happy  about  a proposed  treaty  with  the  Paiutes. 
Several  argued  at  the  meetings  that  the  Navajos  cannot  afford  to  give  up 
any  more  land.  But  Hale  said  the  Navajos  effectively  have  no  choice, 
since  the  federal  courts  already  have  ruled  that  the  Paiutes  have  rights 
to  their  own  reservation  within  what  is  now  the  Navajo  Reservation. 

But  many  Navajos  contend  the  Paiute  Tribe  doesn't  exist  because  over  the 
generations  Paiutes  have  married  Navajos  and  are  so  integrated  that 
it's  impossible  to  tell  a Paiute  from  a Navajo. 

Evelyn  Dames,  president  of  the  Paiutes,  said  that  is  not  so.  She  and 
about  300  other  residents  of  the  Navajo  Reservation  who  consider 
themselves  Paiutes  say  they  always  have  known  their  roots. 

"I've  never  said  I was  a Navajo,  even  at  tribal  meetings.  I'm  a Paiute," 
she  said. 

Dames  notes  that  the  Paiutes  have  their  own  tribal  government,  including 
a seven-member  council,  and  their  own  constitution.  They  also  have  their 
own  ceremonies  and  traditions  that  are  considerably  different  than  the 
Navajos',  although  some  members  also  take  part  in  Navajo  traditional 
practices  as  well. 

Many  of  the  older  Paiutes  speak  a language  that  is  similar  to  their 
cousins,  the  Southern  Utes. 

But  most  of  all.  Dames  and  others  in  her  camp  say,  the  Paiutes  have  a 
long  history  living  in  northwestern  Arizona. 

In  fact,  said  Martin  Link,  who  teaches  Navajo  history  and  culture  and 
served  for  18  years  as  director  of  the  Navajo  Tribal  Museum,  historians 
believe  the  Paiutes  probably  settled  in  the  region  before  the  Navajos. 

Until  about  1930,  the  Paiutes  had  lived  along  a stretch  of  land  along 
the  Utah-Arizona  border  near  Navajo  Mountain  that  once  was  known  as  the 
Paiute  Strip. 

But  when  surveys  were  done  of  the  area,  federal  officials  said  they 
couldn't  find  any  Paiutes  in  the  area,  and  all  of  that  land  became 
public  domain  until  four  years  later,  when  Congress  turned  it  over  to 
the  Navajos  and  other  Indians  living  there. 

The  congressional  action  was  the  basis  of  the  Hopis'  longstanding 
lawsuit,  which  alleges  that  half  of  the  western  portion  of  the  Navajo 
Reservation  belongs  to  the  Hopi  tribe.  The  Hopi  claim  has  since  been 
drastically  reduced. 

The  Paiutes  joined  the  suit,  and  the  courts  agreed  that  they  deserved 
their  own  reservation. 

The  good  part  of  all  of  this,  at  least  as  far  as  the  Navajos  are 
concerned,  is  that  the  new  reservation  being  proposed  for  the  Paiutes 
would  not  require  any  relocation  since  no  Navajo  families  live  in  the 
area . 

David  Laughter,  a tribal  council  delegate  from  the  nearby  Navajo 


Mountain  area,  said  he  expects  that  a lot  of  Paiutes  will  remain  living 
on  the  Navajo  lands  since  they  have  homes  and  friends  there. 

lames  said  she  finds  it  an  irony  that  between  150  and  200  Navajos  have 
called  her  office  about  joining  the  Paiutes  because  they  say  they  are 
tired  of  belonging  to  a tribe  so  large  --  220,000  members  at  the  latest 
count  --  that  it's  difficult  to  get  services. 
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"RE : On  Assimilation"  

Date:  Sun,  23  Nov  1997  17:28:36  -0800 
From:  lames  BlueWolf  <wolfbros@zapcom.net> 

Sub j : On  Assimilation 

UUCP  email 
On  Assimilation 

Haaah  - all  thanks  to  the  Creator. 

I am  often  asked  by  European  Americans  why  the  Original  Peoples  of  this 
land  have  resisted  assimilation  into  a free  and  successful,  (and  obviously 
superior?)  culture.  Though  I am  not  a spokesman  for  any  Tribe  or  Nation  I 
do  have  my  opinions. 

The  answer  has  many  roots.  I'm  going  to  talk  about  three  of  the  main 
ones . 

First-  a number  of  European  cultures  traded  tribal  tradition  and 
pursuits  for  individual  ones  many  centuries  ago.  Most  immigrated  modern 
european  religious,  social,  economic  and  cultural  tradition  now  emphasizes 
the  individual-  above  the  extended  family.  Fractionization  of  the  family 
increased  with  immigration,  and  then  further  fractionalized  with  western 
expansion  and  modern  transportation  methods.  The  search  for  individual 
prosperity  and  spirituality  lessoned  the  contact  between  larger  family 
groups.  Modern  economics  reduced  the  necessity  for  interdependence 
between  these  same  family  groups.  Thus,  the  embracing  and  exaltation  of 
family  became  a choice  rather  than  a necessity  for  survival. 

Original  Peoples  are  still  tied  to  their  tribal  traditions,  even  if  the 
economics  and  external  social  organizations  do  not  require  it.  Despite 
intertribal  factionalism  and  normal  family  discontinuity-Native  Americans 
are  still  bound  to  each  other  by  the  unseen  force  of  tribal  identity. 

The  value  of  this  type  of  identity,  once  thought  to  be  at  odds  with  the 
american  ideal-  is  now  coming  back  into  acceptance.  Everywhere  you  hear 
the  words-  family  values.  But  before  you  can  have  family  values  you  must 
have  family!  This  was  the  drive  behind  the  communal  spirit  of  the  hippie 
days,  as  well  as  the  gang  identity  today.  Much  of  the  romanticizing  of  the 
American  Indian  culture  came  from  outsiders  experiencing  Our  unity  at 
ceremonial  and  social  gatherings.  This  power  of  unity  and  feeling  of 
belonging  is  what  many  naturalized  americans  are  missing  in  their  lives- 
particularly  the  young. 

Culture  is  the  next  reason  why  original  People's  still  hang  onto  their 
tribal  identities. Native  American  culture,  language,  customs  and 
traditions-  where  they  have  been  successfully  preserved-  still  fill  up  the 
lives  of  People  with  rich  and  rewarding  experiences. 

For  most  Americans,  common  culture  has  been  reduced  to  a search  for 
entertainment  and  self  gratification  at  the  individual  level.  This  is  a 
culture  of  Big  Macs  and  Super  Bowls,  Holidays  and  a once-a-week  trip  to 
church  or  a family  gathering.  There  is  little  family  celebration  of 
history  and  heroes.  Accepted  common  values  have  diminished  as  the  family 
unit  has  shrunk  to  the  individual  level. 

Of  course  there  are  exceptions  to  these  generalizations-  but  not  enough 
to  give  the  common  youth  much  feeling  of  identity  or  shared  values.  So 


many  of  them  are  searching-  with  drugs,  gangs,  etc.  while  their  aging 
elders  wring  their  hands  for  a return  to  the  comfortable  agreements  about 
morality,  values  and  religion  that  existed  when  they  were  young. 

This  does  not  pretend  that  Indian  Youth  are  any  happier  than  their 
counterparts-  often  their  unhappiness  is  due  to  the  reservation 
conditions  of  life  much  the  way  black  and  mixed  hispanic/indian  youth 
react  to  their  impoverishment  and  dependencies.  However,  the  one  thing 
many  Indian  youth  have-  is  a feeling  that  they  belong  to  something  larger 
than  themselves.  I have  seen  this  make  a tremendous  difference  in  their 
lives  as  they  mature  and  develop  in  these  difficult  times.  And  where  the 
strongest  tribes  and  families  survive-  a greater  strength  and  balance  is 
seen  in  our  youth. 

The  last  reason  (I'm  going  to  speak  about)  that  Original  Peoples  still 
cling  to  one  another  rather  than  assimilate  is  due  to  both  a positive  and 
a negative  in  their  lives.  The  negative  is  a simple  human  vice-  racism! 
Native  Americans  harbor  deep-seated  racial  prejudice  against  those  that 
subjected  them  to  the  destruction  of  their  way  of  life,  the  taking  of 
their  homeland,  and  the  continuing  attempts  to  demean, destroy  and 
eliminate  them  as  Peoples;  their  language,  culture,  spirituality  and 
remaining  land  base.  Unfortunately  this  racism  also  inhibits  them  from 
taking  advantage  of  many  opportunities  they  might  have  to  strengthen  the 
position  of  their  Peoples  in  regards  to  National  Sovereignty,  and  also  to 
better  their  economic  conditions  both  tribally  and  individually.  However, 
this  issue  of  racial  difference  will  continue,  as  long  as  the 
representative  leaders  and  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  continue 
their  incessant  attacks  on  Indian  self  determination  and  government,  land 
issues  and  treaty  rights.  Having  a common  enemy  always  binds  people  to 
each  other-  and  the  actions  of  the  government  and  the  Supreme  Court  on 
Native  American  issues  can  only  be  interpreted  as  contentious  and 
aggressively  intent  on  Our  destruction  as  Nations. 

The  positive,  referred  to  above,  has  to  do  with  the  fact  that  Native 
American  Spirituality  is  a group  responsibility.  Though  individual 
medicine  and  power  play  a part  in  the  whole,  they  are  complimentary  to  the 
shared  spiritual  commitments  of  the  Peoples,  rather  than  being  the  final 
focus.  Traditional  People  see  a responsibility  to  the  Earth  and  her 
natural  life,  to  each  other,  and  finally-  to  all  mankind.  The  Ceremony's 
performed  are  done  for  the  blessing  of  All,  not  just  one.  These  beliefs 
are  a powerful  force  in  the  lives  of  the  People  who  share  them.  Their 
pledges  and  commitments  are  foremost  in  their  lives,  and  youth  involved  in 
them  receive  much  that  is  good  and  decent.  They  are  encouraged  to  live 
exemplary  lives,  not  for  their  own  aggrandizement-  but  for  the  continued 
life  and  good  fortune  of  their  respective  People's  and  all  their  relatives 
on  the  Earth!  As  long  as  this  dedication  to  a shared  spiritual  commitment 
exists,  and  the  Sacred  Ceremony's  handed  down  by  the  Creator  are 
performed-  the  Original  Peoples  will  not  die  out,  not  become  assimilated- 
but  will  survive  and  grow! 

Nea'ese-  thank  you  for  being  attentive. 

"RE : Sharing  Frybread  Recipe"  

Date:  Thu,  4 Dec  1997  16:42:53  -0500  (EST) 

From:  MissSpyder@aol.com 
Sub j : Sharing  Frybread  Recipe 

Mailing  List:  AISESnet  General  List  <aisesnet@bioc09 . uthscsa . edu> 

To  all  who  are  interested: 

The  letter  regarding  the  the  distribution  of  a fry  bread  recipe  had  a 
tone  which  I perceived  as  rude,  (sorry)  I have  been  talking  with  students 
(young  and  old)  about  sharing  and  learning  about  each  others  cultures  and 
what  way  to  share  is  with  food.  Many  tribes,  including  mine,  have  adapted 
foods  of  other  peoples  to  become  foods  of  our  culture. 

For  instance,  we  all  eat  spaghetti.  The  noodles  were  first  made  in 
China,  and  brought  to  Italy  by  someone,  and  eventually  brought  to  the  U.S. 
I know  I have  been  to  potlucks,  dinners,  banquets,  etc.  and  there  has  been 


spaghetti,  but  I don't  see  any  people  from  China  complaining  because  it 
was  their  noodles.  We  need  to  understand  that  although  Fry  bread  may  be  a 
"traditional"  Navajo  dish,  I have  traveled  all  over  the  country  and  have 
seen  Eskimos  and  Alaskan  Natives  make  it,  seen  many  peoples  from  the 
Plains  Indians  make  it,  seen  Anglo,  Hispanic,  etc.  make  it,  and  when  I was 
in  Japan,  a world-recognized  chef  even  made  it. 

I understand  that  there  are  things  we  can't  share,  such  as  dances,  songs 
dress,  and  other  traditional  ceremonial  foods.  But  such  a thing  as  fry 
bread  is  shared  by  all  cultures  and  is  recognized  all  over  the  world  that 
maybe  a simple  recipe  shouldn't  create  such  a rude  message.  There  are 
people  who  specifically  ask  for  it  because  they  hear  it  is  "absolutely 
wonderful."  I don't  think  the  Navajos  were  the  first  people  to  put  honey, 
or  powdered  sugar  on  the  bread,  but  I see  it  sold  and  made  that  way.  I 
don't  see  them  complaining. 

And  understanding  and  respect  needs  to  be  compromised  when  dealing  with 
all  cultures.  And  maybe  the  person  who  wanted  the  recipe  didn't  ask 
properly,  or  assumed  there's  a straightforward  recipe  lying  around 
somewhere,  but  to  write  a "nasty"  letter  wasn't  the  proper  way  to  approach 
it.  Of  course  there  are  memories  attached  to  a recipe,  and  maybe  you 
should  allow  the  person  to  create  their  own  memories  to  the  recipe.  I 
don't  have  an  exact  answer  or  solution. 

Several  stereotypes  were  listed  in  the  "poem"  enclosed  in  the  letter. 
Well  when  I was  in  Japan,  I met  with  students  (Japanese  and  American), 
elementary,  middle,  and  high  school  level,  and  many  of  them  were  war- 
whooping,  saying  "how,"  etc.  The  images  they  had  had  were  from  movies. 
Education  is  the  key  to  breaking  the  stereotypes.  Talking  is  another  key. 
And  the  talking  is  done  in  a reasonable,  calm  tone  not  with  angry 
undertones.  I came  out  and  told  them  war-whooping  and  saying  "How"  was 
wrong.  I explained  to  them  that  it  was  like  calling  a person  of  a black 
heritage  the  "n"  word.  Many  of  us  know,  we  wouldn't  call  a black  person  a 
"n"  word.  So,  the  best  way  to  breaking  stereotypes  is  education,  and  we 
found  that  the  best  teaching  tool  was  through  eating:  eating  their  foods, 
and  them  eating  ours.  They  didn't  always  like  the  food  we  liked,  and  we 
didn't  like  some  of  the  foods  they  liked. 

There  are  many  people  who  may  not  like  what  I have  had  to  say,  maybe  the 
letter  that  was  written  what  written  with  words  from  past  hurt,  but  please 
don  't  be  an  "angry"  Native.  Because  there  are  many  of  us  who  aren't. 

Thank  you  for  listening  everybody.  Please  email  your  comments. 

Shayai  Lucero,  College  Student,  AISES  Vice  National  Student  Representative 
and  Miss  Indian  World 

— "RE:  Trail  of  Tears  Center  Funded"  — - 

Date:  97-11-30  22:08:48  EST 
From:  PIAWAKKIT 

Sub j : Trail  of  Tears  Center  funded  for  Cherokees 

<><><><><><><>NASC  NEWS< ><><>< ><><><> 

Trail  of  Tears  Center  Funded  for  Cherokees 
11/30/1997 

The  Cherokee  Heritage  Center  in  Tahlequah  will  include  a center  to 
interpret  the  Trail  of  Tears  through  a $600,000  appropriation  from  the 
federal  government. 

Another  $600,000  was  appropriated  for  the  Eastern  Band  of  Cherokees  in 
Cherokee,  N.C.,  and  came  as  part  of  funding  for  the  National  Park 
Service. 

The  interpretive  center  should  be  completed  in  1999,  according  to  a 
tribal  news  release. 

Museum  to  Teach  About  Life  in  Old  West 

11/30/1997 

By  Karen  Klinka 

Staff  Writer 

The  difference  between  a museum  and  a school  is  that  museums  serve  a 


much  wider  age  group,  says  Dr.  Bobby  Weaver,  assistant  director  of  the 
National  Cowboy  Hall  of  Fame  and  Western  Heritage  Center  in  Oklahoma 
City. 

"A  museum  is  an  educational  institution  --  except  our  students  range 
from  4 to  94,"  Weaver  said. 

Weaver  is  in  charge  of  a range  of  educational  programs  under  development 
at  the  Oklahoma  City  museum,  1700  NE  63,  as  well  as  an  elementary 
classroom  program  that  hall  officials  plan  to  promote  in  earnest  next 
year. 

"The  unique  thing  about  museum  education  is  having  objects  that  people 
can  relate  to,"  Weaver  said.  "Feeling  texture,  seeing  objects, 
understanding  how  they  were  put  together  or  used  --  all  these  things 
help  the  learning  experience." 

Expanded  and  renovated  facilities  have  made  it  possible  for  the  museum 
to  launch  a structured  education  program  on  the  everyday  life  of  cowboys 
and  P 
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From:  Gary  Night  Owl  <gars@netcom. com> 

To:  Internet  Recipients  of  Wotanging  Ikche  <gars@netcom. com> 
Subject:  Wotanging  Ikche--nanews05.051 
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(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  AISESnet,  NAT-FILM  & FoL-L  lists; 
Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty;  NASC  News;  UUCP  email; 
First  Nations  News;  Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture. native 

Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 

Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

"I  am  just  a common  person,  ikte  wicasa,  like  anybody  else,  living 
day  by  day.  I always  visit  the  old  people  and  learn  their  stories. 

I put  a lot  of  things  together  to  live  in  peace  and  harmony  from 
what  they  tell  me.  It  is  really  oral  tradition,  from  my  family  and 
from  medicine  men.  Sometimes  we  have  ceremonies.  The  medicine  men 
tell  me  what  is  going  on.  That  way  I keep  on  top  of  things.  The 
medicine  men  do  not  communicate  too  much  among  themselves,  but  they 
all  try  to  help  me  out  because  I am  supposed  to  use  the  Sacred  Pipe 
to  help  my  people.  Someday,  I will  pass  the  Pipe  on  as  my  grandmother 
did . " 

Arvol  Looking  Florse,  Miniconjou,  Keeper  of  the  White  Buffalo  Calf  Pipe 


+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 
[ Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance  [ 

| i 

| I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, | 

[ to  the  democratic  principles  | 

[ of  the  Republic  [ 


The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
iance was  first  presented 
on  2 December  '93  during  the 
opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
ional Congress  of  American 


I and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 
i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  \ 

\ so  that  my  forefathers  I 
[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

David  Swallow,  Dr  has  asked  that  I tell  all  that  a person  is  going  around 
claiming  to  have  sponsored  the  concert  at  Wounded  Knee.  David  is  VERY 
concerned  and  has  issued  an  official  statement  that  says  that  Hoka  Hey 
Productions  which  includes  only  himself  and  Gary  Christensen,  sponsored  the 
concert  and  will  be  sponsoring  the  future  ones. 
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We  have  suffered  the  loss  of  more  elders.  I have  been  sent  word  on  two 
of  these  I will  share  with  you  now.  Offer  prayers  of  strength  for  their 
loved  ones  left  and  for  safe  passage  for  their  crossing  to  the  Spirit 
World . 

Date:  Fri,  12  Dec  97  15:49:24  -0600 
From:  Dohn  Berry  <berryj@okway.okstate.edu> 

EX  CREEK  CHIEF  CLAUDE  COX  DIES 
Tulsa  World 
12  December  1997 

OKMULGEE  - Claude  Allen  Cox,  the  first  modern-day  Creek  Nation 
chief  who  led  the  tribe  through  a 20-year  period  of  fast  growth, 
died  at  his  home  Thursday.  He  was  84. 

His  body  will  lie  in  state  from  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m.  Saturday  at  the 
Creek  Nation  Mound  Complex,  Funeral  services  will  be  at  1 P.M. 

Monday  at  the  New  Town  United  Methodist  Church  under  the  direction 
of  Kelley  Funeral  Home.  Internment  will  be  at  Okmulgee  Cemetery. 

In  1971,  Cox  became  the  first  elected  chief  of  the  tribe  since 
statehood.  In  1991,  he  said  he  had  tired  of  the  growing  demands 
of  the  job  and  told  friends  he  would  "be  out  fishing  someplace" 
when  the  filing  period  opened. 

He  did  run  for  a seat  from  Okmulgee  on  the  tribal  council  that 
year  but  was  defeated. 

During  his  term,  he  was  credited  with  leading  the  fight  that 
brought  Indian  gaming  to  Oklahoma.  Gaming,  he  argued,  was  a 
sovereign  right  of  Indian  nations. 

The  tribe's  first  bingo  hall  was  opened  in  the  early  1980s  in 
south  Tulsa.  The  number  of  bingo  halls  grew  to  six  during  Cox's 
five-term  administration. 

"We  ran  this  place  the  best  we  could,"  Cox  said,  at  the  end  of 
his  20  years  as  chief. 

He  said  major  accomplishments  of  his  administrations  included  the 
construction  of  the  tribal  headquarters  complex  and  establishing 
the  first  hospital  operated  by  the  tribe  in  Oklahoma  at  Okemah. 

He  also  was  credited  with  starting  Indian  housing  projects  which 
now  have  more  than  2,000  units,  and  promoting  Indian  culture. 

Some  have  credited  him  with  leading  a tribe  out  of  poverty  and 
building  it  into  one  of  the  more  successful  in  the  country. 

"Chief  Cox  tested  tribal  sovereignty  by  bringing  bingo  to  the 
tribe.  He  defended  the  tribe's  sovereign  right  to  conduct  gaming 
all  the  ivy  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  and  won,"  a 
friend  said. 

Before  becoming  chief  of  the  tribe,  Cox  had  a career  with  Public 
Service  Company  of  Oklahoma.  The  company  was  Instrumental  in 
commissioning  a bronze  bust  of  him  that  was  unveiled  during  Claude 


Cox  Appreciation  Day  in  conjunction  with  the  1997  Creek  Festival. 

He  was  born  Dune  8,  1913,  in  Okmulgee,  the  oldest  of  seven 
children.  He  was  the  great-grandson  and  grandson  of  two  men  who 
served  as  Creek  justices  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 

Survivors  include  two  daughters.  Cogee  Keith  and  Billie  Sterner, 
and  a sister,  Anna  Lee  Gordon,  all  of  Okmulgee;  five 
grandchildren,  and  nine  great-grandchildren . He  was  preceded  in 
death  by  two  wives,  Louise  in  1965  and  Lillie  this  year. 

Date:  Mon,  15  Dec  1997  10:31:23  -0500 
From:  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub j : "Services  Set  For  Tribal  Leader,  84" 

12/13/1997 
Lawton  Bureau 

ANADARKO  --  A former  Apache  chairman  and  longtime  tribal  officer  died 
Thursday  in  a Lawton  hospital. 

Houston  Klinekole  Sr.,  84,  of  Apache  was  one  of  the  last  five  people  who 
spoke  the  Apache  language  fluently.  He  also  helped  write  the  tribe's 
constitution  in  1971  when  it  reorganized. 

Over  the  last  35  years,  Klinekole  held  offices  from  chairman  to  vice 
chairman  to  committee  member,  his  son,  Houston  Dr.,  said.  Funeral 
services  will  be  at  10  a.m.  Monday  at  the  Church  of  lesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  in  Anadarko.  A prayer  service  will  be  at  7 p.m.  Sunday 
at  the  same  church. 
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Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 

PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 
Sub j : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 

FYI 

For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 
Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Hercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130' s and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 
heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 
land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 
flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 

I do  not  know  the  exact  procedure  for  requesting  charitable  material 


transportation  but  I will  find  out  for  the  local  Oklahoma  Air  National 
Guard  (C-130  Hercules)  Squadron. 
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From:  Pioquark  <Pioquark(3aol . com> 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  01:31:23  EST 
Gary, 

If  I may,  make  some  suggestions...  From  experience.  With  the  impressive 
movement  of  donations  and  opportunities  the  following  would  be  helpful.  This 
would  apply  to  donors  and  donees. 

1.  Give  a physical  address  for  deliveries 

2.  Give  an  alternative  to  the  delivery  site  in  case  of  weather  etc. 

3.  Give  an  alternative  representative  to  receive  the  donations  if  the 
primary  rep  is  not  there. 

4.  Return  phone  calls,  you  could  loose  opportunity 

5.  If  a truck  arrives,  find  help  to  unload,  the  driver  is  usually  already 
tired 

6.  If  there  is  no  place  to  store  donations,  look  for  people  who  will  share 
space  don't  let  the  donations  leave  the  reservation  unless  agreed  upon 

7.  If  confusion  arises,  call  the  originator  and  clarify  directions 

8.  Try  to  give  clear  concise  directions.  Big  trucks  are  hard  to  turn  around 
when  in  tight  spaces 

9.  Don't  be  embarrassed  to  tell  donors  what  is  needed,  they  want  to  share 
what  they  have 

Later, 

Clay 
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Clay  Watson  sends  another  report.  This  one  demonstrates  even  people  of 
good  heart,  working  for  the  People,  encounter  obstacles.  I can  also  tell 
you  Clay  is  back  on  the  road  this  week,  delivering  hope  to  the  Elders. 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  14:07:20  EST 
From:  Pioquark  <Pioquark(3aol . com> 

Gary, 

The  following  is  the  latest  adventure.... 

0500  5 Dec  97,  depart  Cheyenne,  Wyoming  for  Pine  Ridge/Rosebud.  Starter 
sluggish,  mental  note  to  clean  and  repair  when  I get  back.  Go  to  Keystone 
South  Dakota,  through  Black  Hills,  to  meet  with  advocates  and  friends... 
Can't  get  through  the  tunnel,  truck  too  big.  Back  truck  up  till  neck  is 
cramped....  Go  around  through  Hermosa.  Hill  15%  grade.  20,000  pound  load 
really  heavy.  Can't  find  friends,  house,  head  for  Pine  Ridge. 

7 PM  Friday  nite:  Arrive  Oglala,  at  Pine  Ridge,  1st  stop.  Our  Lady  of 

the  Sioux  Church.  Sister  is  happy  to  receive  21  Boxes  of  clothes,  lots  of 
kids  around,  drop  off  exercise  bicycle  to  help  burn  off  kid  energy.  23  Bags 
of  food  to  be  distributed  to  elders.  Temperature  dropping,  food  could 
freeze  if  not  dropped  off  now. . . 

10  PM  Stop  in  town  of  Martin.  Sleep. 

0600  6 Dec  97  Continue  to  Parmelee  at  Rosebud  Reservation. 

0900  Arrive  Parmelee.  Drop  off: 

200  Boxes  Clothing,  1 large  boxes  draperies  w/rods,  6 Venetian  blinds,  1 
bed  box  springs,  1 exercise  bike,  1 complete  shower  stall  with  door, 
carpentry  tools  and  painting  tools,  paint,  100  lbs.  misc.  nails,  nuts  and 
bolts  and  fasteners,  150  lbs.  hardware  and  fixtures,  1 1/2  sheets  3/8 
plywood,  1-3'X2'  window  glass,  4-  prefabricated  windows  3'X2',  8-boxes  of 
shoes,  2 large  boxes  of  toys,  1-large  box  of  pots  n pans,  1 Large  box  of 
plastic  containers  and  dishes,  5 light  fixtures,  1-Christmas  tree  with 
trim,  1 box  of  electrical  fittings,  1-large  box  of  plumbing  fittings,  1-box 
of  caulk  and  weather  sealer,  2-5  Gal.  buckets  paint  (partially  filled) 

Spend  some  time  talking  to  artists  and  craftspeople  and  get  their  names  and 
addresses  to  send  to  prospective  buyers . (income  opportunities)  Depart  for 
Norris,  smell  of  gas,  mental  note  to  repair  fuel  pump  and  hoses.... 


1330  Arrive  Norris,  ask  three  teenage  girls  sitting  on  church  steps  for 
directions  to  Christine's  house  or  other  solid  citizen  of  the  community.... 

Go  down  rutty,  washed  out  dirt  road  to  farmers  house.  He  thinks  it  might  be 

the  next  rutty  washed  out  road.  Engine  running  rough,  mental  note  to  do  a 

tune  up  when  I get  back 

1430  Arrive  Christine's  house.  Little  boy  sees  the  truck  and  makes  haste 
to  get  out  of  the  way.  (not  even  close  but  wise  little  boy)  He's  bundled  up 

so  much  he  can  hardly  move. . I get  out  and  ask  for  Christine,  He  replies, 

"TWO".  "Ahh,  yes,  you  are  two  years  old,  do  you  know  were  Christine  is"?  I 
ask.  He  is  so  bundled  up  that  he  can  only  speak  and  move  his  eyes.  His  eyes 
move  to  the  left  indicating  the  direction  of  Christine.  He  returns  to  his 
little  scooter. 

I meet  Christine  and  intro  myself  and  what  I do.  I instantly  drop  off  15 
Boxes  of  clothes,  (some  for  2 year  old  boys)  We  depart  for  the  community  hall 
garage.  She  stops  on  the  way  and  explains  that  the  county  got  FEMA  funds  to 

help  with  the  flooded  roads  and  houses  last  year,  but  no  help  came 

Hmmmm 

1530  Arrive  Community  Hall.  Key  holder  missing.  We  find  a loose  window  and 
get  in . . . 

Dropped  off: 

120  Boxes  Clothes,  80  bags  of  clothes,  1-Short  Couch,  3 Easy  Chairs, 

1- Baby  Walker,  ICar  Seat,  1-5  Gallon  bucket  of  Hot  Wheels  cars  (gold  mine 
for  the  kids  of  Norris)  2-Large  bags  stuffed  toys,  12-mixed  playtime  plastic 
castles,  houses  etc  for  boys  and  girls,  5-large  bags  plastic  toys,  1-Ironing 
Boars,  2-lawn  chairs,  8-large  boxes  winter  coats,  5-boxes  craft  supplies, 

2- remaining  large  boxes  draperies  and  rods,  4-venetian  blinds,  2-brooms, 

3- mops,  4-large  boxes  cookware,  2-large  boxes  Tupperware  containers,  4-large 
boxes  decorations,  1-Santa  Suit,  2-radios,  1 box  electronic  toys/games, 

2-new  mattresses  with  box  springs,  1-TV  set,  10  Boxes  Baby  clothes,  1-large 
bag  of  new  knitted  baby  layettes,  3-  Piece  set  of  new  Sampsonite  luggage, 
2-used  suitcases,  finished,  take  a break. . . . 

1600  Return  to  Parmelee  to  take  video,  meet  four  elders  in  a car  driven  by 
young  man,  "Are  you  the  one  who  brings  donations"?  "Yes",  I ask  her  to  send 
me  a letter  listing  needs  and  where  to  take  them.  (Mistake  here,  I should 
have  gotten  a name  and  address  right  away)  She  said  they  are  from  the  little 
community  of  Salt  Creek,  20  miles  east  of  Parmelee.  They  never  get  anything, 
even  from  the  tribe.  I assured  her  that  they  will  in  the  future.  (Note:  I 
tried  to  make  contact  by  phone  and  was  told  they  have  NO  phone  lines) 
Hopefully  she  will  write... 

1700  Depart  for  Cheyenne,  mission  accomplished. 

2200  Saturday  nite:  Truck  self  dis-assembles  166  miles  north  of  Cheyenne 
in  the  boondocks.  Hitch  ride  with  trucker. 

Sunday.  No  evidence  of  life  in  parts  of  Wyoming  on  a Sunday.  Depart  for 
Casper,  150  miles  away.  Luck  lets  us  snag  a starter  and  fuel  pump  in  Douglas 
116  miles  away.  Wrong  starter,  return  to  Douglas.  Install  Fuel  pump  and 
Starter,  give  up,  depart  for  Cheyenne,  Arrive  2 AM  Monday  Morn. 

Monday:  Spend  all  day  chasing  parts.  Ford  (Found  On  Road  Dead)  made  two 
cam  gears  also  with  2 numbers  of  gear  teeth.  Return  to  truck  to  disassemble 
timing  gear  cover,  etc.  Fiber  gear  missing  half  it's  teeth.  Return  to 
Cheyenne  with  number  of  teeth  on  gear  count,  get  gear,  spend  the  nite. 

Tues:  Return  to  truck;  Ford  (Fix  Or  Repair  Daily)  need  special  ford  tool 
# Return  to  Cheyenne.  Never  heard  of  this  tool. 

Wed:  Return  to  Truck  with  every  tool  I own  and  a variety  of  gear  pullers. 
1100  A.M.  Blizzard  hits,  can't  hold  tools  enough  to  place  on  parts,  shaking 
too  much.  11  Below  with45-50  mph  winds. 

I get  a rocket  Scientist  mental  note.  Are  you  too  stupid  to  go  home? 

Brain  engages  legs,  and  return  to  Cheyenne  via  Ice  covered  roads.  Visibility 
50  feet. 

1700  Arrive  Cheyenne,  take  long  hot  shower,  eat  lots  of  spicy  chicken 

wings....  The  Saga  is  not  over I shall  return When  the  weather 

breaks . . . 

I am  thankful  that  I did  unload  the  donations  for  so  many  people  who  need 
so  much.  The  truck  was  empty  when  it  gave  up...  Well  it  is  30  years  old... 

I did  pretty  good  for  just  one  guy. 

Clay  Watson 


Pioneer  Industries 

1100  E.  24th  St.  Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)  778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 
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The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


I send  thanks  for  those  who  continue  to  help.  I send  thanks  for  the  new 
contacts  that  have  been  sent  this  past  week!  There  is  also  an  urgent  appeal 
for  a driver  to  take  a load.  Please  respond  directly  to  Sun  if  you  can 
help  deliver  this  gift. 

Date:  Sat,  6 Dec  1997  13:43:17  -0500  (EST) 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Sub j : Re:  NACSN  TOY  & CLOTHES  DRIVE 

Si  yo  Gary, 

Can  you  get  a short  appeal  in  the  Res  Relief  feature  for  us.  Thanks. 

Mi  Takueye  Oyasin 
Sun 

WE  NEED  A DRIVER! 

The  Native  American  Community  Support  Network  located  in  Raleigh  NC  has 
2000  lb.  of  toys  computers  and  clothes  that  need  to  get  to  Pine  Ridge  SD  by 
early  January  98.  We  need  a driver  w/  truck  and  hitch  or  willing  to  drive 
rental  truck,  and  share  some  expenses.  Shipment  bound  for  Ti  Ospaye,  a 
non-profit  educational  and  relief  organization  located  near  Wanblee  SD. 
Contact  Sun  Butler  at  (919)737-8478(lv.  msg.)  or  abutler@ncsu.edu 


For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

3oe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

3oe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

Another  contact  is  actually  two  projects:  One  is  Santa's  Workshop  and  the 
other  is  called  Wakanheja  Tipi.  They  are  both  run  by  Liam  Paterson  and  his 
wife. 

Liam  Paterson 
1434  Creek  Road 
Manheim,  PA  17545 


717-665-2727 


From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Flilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. THOMAS_:+@ALBANY. VA.GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 
Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

**  EDITORIAL  NOTE  ** 

In  the  past  couple  of  weeks,  while  returning  from  a circuit  of  delivering 
donated  items  to  Pine  Ridge  and  Rapid  City  Lakota,  Clay  Watson's  old  Ford 
truck  broke  down.  For  a week  it  sat  on  the  side  of  a road  'til  finally  it 
could  be  towed  in.  The  damage  to  the  engine  was  beyond  repair.  I thought 
until  this  morning  that  I would  be  writing  to  ask  that  people  help  Clay 
find  a new  (or  at  least  working)  engine.  This  morning  we  received  a note 
that  his  brother  found  one,  and  they  *think*  it  will  work.  So  I'm  not  asking 
for  an  engine  today.  What  I am  asking  is  that  we  recognize  that  Clay 
not  only  needs  goods  to  carry  to  Natives  in  need  --  he  needs  a working 
truck  to  carry  them  in  and  fuel.  What  he's  driving  is  a 60s  vintage  Ford  600. 
They're  tough  old  workhorses,  but  the  fact  is  that  something  that  age 
breaks  from  time  to  time  and  it  costs  to  fix  it.  Let's  consider  sending 
Clay  a few  bucks  to  put  in  the  truck  repair  and  gas  kitty  to  help  keep 
him  on  the  road. 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 


For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 
From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http: //rtt . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 
Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  the  Cherry  Cree 
and  Bridger  communities  on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Holy 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Keeler  and  Freidan  Condon 
Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
P.O.  Box  181 
Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Keeler  Condon 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
House  #11 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 

From:  FNAIC@aol.com 

Walking  Shield  in  Southern  California  regularly  send  truck  loads  of  food, 
clothing  and  needed  items  to  many  reservations.  They  are  located  at  2472 
Chambers  Rd.  Tustin,  CA.  922680  telephone  714-573-1434  Hugh  Stevens  is  the 
boss,  they  will  only  take  fairly  new  and  clean  used  items  - any  new  items 
and  donations  form  large  corps.  They  seem  to  be  on  the  up  and  up  and  have 
helped  many  local  reservations  and  native  organizations.  Carol 


From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 
furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 


From:  "g  hindsman"  <tasunke@dmv. com> 
Sub j : Help  for  Families  on  Rez 


Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

All  of  the  donations  are  sorted  and  packed  for  each  family  according  to 
size,  sex  etc.  This  year  we  are  in  particular  need  of  blankets,  space 
heaters,  fans  and  linens  (towels  and  sheets) . We  have  many  toys  and 
clothing  of  all  sizes  but  good  winter  coats  are  always  useful.  We  are 
registered  as  a private  non  profit,  so  receipts  can  be  given  for 
donations.  We  can  always  use  money  donations. 

We  deliver  in  December,  Dune  and  in  August.  We  also  do  mail  deliveries 
occasionally.  Over  the  years,  we  have  made  many  friends  at  Pine  Ridge, 
Rosebud,  the  Crow  Agency  and  others.  We  try  to  help  with  special  requests 
when  we  can.  Morning  Star  has  also  been  a home  away  from  home  for  students 
and  elders  who  are  temporarily  on  the  East  Coast.  Our  headquarters  are 
located  in  Delaware  but  we  have  other  circles  in  Virginia,  New  York,  West 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  soon  in  Florida. 

For  information  about  Morning  Star  you  can  call  or  write  our  Outreach 
Coordinator  at: 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

321  Beverly  Place 

Wilmington,  DE  19809  Phone:  302-764-1178 
EMail  - candy  crow@aol.com 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez's 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Include  some  name/info  for  me  to  verify 
where  gifts  will  be  sent  and  how.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 

I am  especially  concerned  about  the  lack  of  contacts  for  the  Montana  Rez's. 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 
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Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('  - ' ) Marietta,  GA  30067, 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 

News  of  the  people  featured 

- Land  Claims 

- Choctaw,  Chickasaw  & Cherokee  Claims 

- Cherokee  Crisis  Plan 

- First  Nations  News 

- Changes  in  Bison  Plan 

- News  from  Buffalo  Nations 

- Brucellosis  Vaccine 

- Bison  Freed  at  Panhandle  Park 

- Help  Save  the  Wolves 

- 'S'  Peak  Name  Change  Project 

- Bear  Lincoln  Action  Alert 

"RE : Land  Claims"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Dec  1997  13:19:52  -0500 
From:  frosty@frostys.qc.ca 
Sub j : Land  Claims 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 

U.S.A.  gars@igc.apc.org 

gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 

in  this  issue  

- Friends  of  Lubicon  Transcript 

- Time  Bomb 

- Annual  Language  Post 

- Weasels  & Plastics 

- Miss  Indian 

- Native  Prisoner 

- A Hundred  Years  Ago 

- Poem:  Pride  is  Where  You  Find  It 

- Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

- Conferences  and  Powwows 


Here  is  something  that  will  knock  you  socks  off.  For  detail 
information,  you  can  find  this  on  the  HOMEPAGE  of  the  OTTAWA  CITIZEN 
and  Montreal  Gazette.  Support  your  local  Newspapers,  by  reading  and 
placing  ads. 

December  12,  1997 

'Major  victory  on  land  claims' 
by  lack  Aubry,  Ottawa  Citizen 


"Let  us  face  it,  we  are  all  here  to  stay." 

Chief  Dustice  Antonio  Lamer  in  the  conclusion  of  his  written  decision 
on  the  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  land  claim. 

OTTAWA  In  what  is  being  touted  as  one  of  its  most  important  decisions, 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  has  dramatically  increased  the  power  of 
First  Nations  in  land-claims  negotiations  worth  billions  of  dollars. 

While  ordering  a new  trial  in  a disputed  British  Columbia  land  claim, 
the  court  defined  aboriginal  title  and  strongly  urged  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments  to  negotiate  with  Indians  in  good  faith  rather 
than  fight  in  court. 

The  decision  has  direct  implications  for  all  Indian  lands  not  governed 
by  a treaty.  It  affects  about  235  First  Nations  that  have  claims  on 
all  of  B.C.  and  portions  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  Newfoundland,  the 
Northwest  Territories,  Quebec  and  Ontario  including  the  Ottawa  Valley 
and  Parliament  Hill. 

University  of  British  Columbia  law  professor  Michael  Dackson,  who 
represented  the  native  claimants  and  who  has  written  extensively  on 
aboriginal  rights,  called  the  decision  one  of  the  most  important 
rulings  in  Canadian  history. 

Phil  Fontaine,  the  national  chief  of  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations, 
said,  "This  is  a major  victory  for  our  people.  I think  this  enables  us 
to  speed  up  the  process  of  negotiations  with  governments." 

The  ruling  gives  Indians  leverage  at  the  negotiating  table  and  forces 
governments  to  take  their  claims  seriously,  he  said. 

Fontaine  called  on  Prime  Minister  Dean  Chretien  to  convene  a first 
ministers  meeting  with  First  Nations  to  discuss  the  new  playing  field, 
adding,  "What  this  decision  is  about  is  land,  resources  and  First 
Nations  peoples  governing  themselves." 

Herb  George,  a spokesman  for  the  Gitxsan  First  Nation  involved  in  the 
claim,  summarized  the  elation  of  Indian  leaders  at  the  court  building 
in  Ottawa:  "It's  a great  day  for  aboriginal  people  across  Canada.  We 
were  given  a diamond  for  Christmas  instead  of  a lump  of  coal." 

The  landmark  case  involves  the  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  bands  of 
Northern  B.C.  and  their  1984  claim  for  ownership  of  and  jurisdiction 
over  57,000  square  kilometres  of  land  roughly  the  size  of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  top  court  ruled  that  Chief  Dustice  Allan  McEachern  of  the  B.C. 
Supreme  Court  erred  in  his  1991  decision  rejecting  most  of  the  bands' 
claims,  mostly  in  his  dismissal  of  the  First  Nations  oral  histories 
presented  during  the  three-year  trial.  McEachern  ruled  that  aboriginal 
rights  were  extinguished  by  colonial  government  more  than  a century 
ago. 

But  more  important  than  sending  the  case  back  for  a new  trial,  the  six 
Supreme  Court  judges  waded  into  uncharted  legal  waters  by  defining 
aboriginal  title. 

Saying  Indians  should  not  be  "strait jacketed"  by  constraining  their 
land-use  rights  only  to  such  traditional  customs  as  hunting  and 
fishing,  the  court  unanimously  ruled  that  aboriginal  title  gives  First 
Nations  exclusive  right  to  occupy  the  land. 

The  land  cannot  be  sold,  and  it  is  held  by  the  community  and  not  by 
one  person,  the  ruling  says.  It  allows  aboriginal  title  to  be 
surrendered  to  the  federal  government,  however. 

It  also  says  that  when  aboriginal  title  is  infringed  upon,  "fair 
compensation  will  ordinarily  be  required." 

The  precedent-setting  approach  addresses  land  uses  by  saying: 
"Aboriginal  title  encompasses  the  right  to  use  the  land  held  pursuant 
to  that  title  for  a variety  of  purposes,  which  need  not  be  aspects  of 
those  aboriginal  practices,  cultures  and  traditions  which  are  integral 
to  distinctive  aboriginal  cultures." 

But  Chief  Dustice  Antonio  Lamer,  in  his  written  decision,  explains: 
"The  relevance  of  the  continuity  of  the  relationship  of  an  aboriginal 
community  with  its  land  here  is  that  it  applies  not  only  to  the  past, 
but  to  the  future  as  well."  This  would  prevent,  for  example,  strip 
mining  on  aboriginal  land  that  is  heavily  forested  and  used  for 
hunting. 


The  court  also  provided  a new  test  for  a First  Nation  in  proving 
aboriginal  title.  It  ruled  that  a First  Nation  only  has  to  prove  it 
occupied  a disputed  piece  of  land  when  Canadian  title  was  established. 

The  old  benchmark  was  generally  held  to  be  the  Royal  Proclamation  of 
1763,  which  set  aside  large  portions  of  North  America  for  Indians  and 
established  a framework  for  the  negotiation  of  treaties  to  cede  that 
land  to  non-Indians,  with  the  British  Crown  acting  as  the  central 
agent . 

Indian  Affairs  Minister  lane  Stewart  acknowledged  yesterday  that  the 
decision  will  require  the  federal  government  to  fine-tune  some 
policies,  like  terminating  aboriginal  rights  in  return  for  a final 
land-claim  agreement  with  governments. 

She  agreed  with  Fontaine  that  the  decision  might  help  speed 
land-claims  negotiations. 

B.C.  Premier  Glen  Clark  said  the  ruling  confirms  that  solutions  for 
aboriginal  peoples  will  not  be  found  in  the  courts,  and  repeated  his 
province's  commitment  to  negotiating  with  the  First  Nations  in  his 
province . 

The  hereditary  chiefs  of  the  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  and  B.C. 
Attorney-General  Ujjal  Dosanjh  said  they  want  to  return  to  bargaining 
as  soon  as  possible. 

"RE : Choctaw,  Chickasaw  & Cherokee  Claims"  

ate:  Fri,  12  Dec  1997  15:38:29  EST 
From:  SbrWarrior@aol . com 

Sub  j : NASC  NEWS:  Choctaw, Chickasaw  & Cherokee. .More  for  Less 
OOOOOOONASC  NEWS  MAI LINGC ><><><  ><><><> 

<A  FIREF="http : //www.tulsaworld . com/News. htm">Tulsa  World  On-Line/News</A> 
All  the  news  on  this  page  was  gathered  from  this  source. 

Three  Tribes  Own  Land,  U.S.  Says  in  Filing  Suit 
By  Rob  Martindale  World  Senior  Writer 

12/12/97 

MUSKOGEE  --  The  U.S.  lustice  Department  said  Thursday  that  three 
Oklahoma  Indian  tribes  hold  title  through  a United  States  trust  to 
certain  lands  along  the  banks  of  the  Arkansas  River. 

In  a lawsuit  filed  in  U.S.  District  Court  here,  the  lustice  Department 
argued  that  the  Cherokee,  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  own  the  lands 
along  the  river's  96-mile  navigable  segment  from  near  Muskogee  to  the 
Arkansas  border. 

The  question  of  ownership  rights  has  been  a matter  of  court  disputes 
dating  back  to  1970  between  state  tribes  and  private  residents  and 
companies  with  interest  in  lands  along  the  banks  of  the  riverbed. 

The  lustice  Department  cited  two  treaties  that  the  tribes  entered  into 
with  the  United  States  more  than  150  years  ago  to  support  its  case. 

The  department's  lawsuit  also  relied  heavily  on  a 1970  decision  by  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  a case  the  Choctaw  Nation  brought  against  the 
state  of  Oklahoma. 

The  lustice  Department  argued  that  some  of  the  formerly  wet  riverbed, 
which  has  shifted  over  the  years,  has  become  dry  land  that  is  still 
owned  by  the  United  States  on  behalf  of  the  tribes. 

The  lawsuit  seeks  a determination  by  the  court  as  to  who  owns  the  land. 
It  does  not  seek  damages  or  an  order  ejecting  those  now  in  possession  of 
the  land. 

Leaders  of  the  three  tribes  greeted  the  news  with  enthusiasm,  but  Bob 
Rabon,  Choctaw  Nation  general  counsel,  cautioned  that  the  matter  of 
ownership  might  remain  in  the  courts  for  several  more  years. 

"It's  more  than  a piece  of  property,  it's  our  heritage,"  said  Cherokee 
Nation  Chief  Doe  Byrd,  who  commended  former  tribal  chiefs  W.W.  Keeler, 

Ross  Swimmer  and  Wilma  Mankiller  for  their  efforts  in  fighting  for 
riverland  rights. 

Chickasaw  Chief  Bill  Anoatubby  said  he  is  "delighted  that  they  (lustice 


Department)  filed  the  lawsuit.  We  are  looking  forward  to  receiving  our 
land  back." 

The  Justice  Department  issued  its  opinion  in  a quiet-title  case  the 
federal  government  filed  against  more  than  100  defendants. 

The  plaintiffs  include  several  oil,  gas  and  gravel  companies,  land 
owners  and  county  and  state  officials. 

Rabon  said  the  Justice  Department  in  the  coming  weeks  could  file  two  or 
more  lawsuits  in  connection  with  the  riverbed. 

Then,  he  said,  it  will  be  a matter  of  how  many  legal  challenges  are  made 
by  nontribal  parties  with  interests  in  lands  along  the  riverbed. 

The  Justice  Department  brief  said  the  U.S.  government  granted  title  to 
lands  within  the  riverbed  to  the  Choctaw  and  Cherokee  nations  in  the 
1830  Treaty  of  Dancing  Creek  and  the  1835  treaty  of  New  Echota. 

The  Chickasaw  Nation  acquired  the  right  to  occupy  a portion  of  the 
Choctaw  lands  and  an  undivided  one-fourth  interest  in  the  riverbed 
pursuant  to  what  is  called  the  Treaty  of  Jan.  17,  1837,  the  Justice 
Department  said. 

The  riverbed  lands  stretch  from  Three  Forks  southeast  of  Muskogee  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Grand,  Verdigris  and  Arkansas  rivers  to  the  Arkansas 
state  border  at  Fort  Smith. 

The  first  major  court  decision  in  the  battle  over  riverbed  rights  came 
in  1970  when  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  held  that  the  tribes  had  been 
granted  the  lands  by  the  1830s  treaties. 

The  Supreme  Court  decision  said  the  lands  hadn't  passed  to  the  state  of 
Oklahoma  upon  its  admission  into  statehood  in  1907. 

In  a 1975  lawsuit  brought  by  the  Choctaw  Nation  against  the  Cherokee 
Nation,  a special  three-judge  court  said  that  on  Nov.  11,  1907,  the  day 
Oklahoma  achieved  statehood,  the  three  tribes  owned  parts  of  the 
riverbed . 

The  1970  and  1975  court  decisions  defined  the  precise  boundaries  of  the 
riverbed  lands  owned  by  the  tribes. 

Because  of  meanderings  by  the  river,  the  precise  tracts  owned  in  trust 
by  the  United  States  for  the  tribes  have  only  recently  been  accurately 
determined,  the  Justice  Department  said. 

In  1989,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  of  the  Interior  Department  began 
a river  movement  study  to  locate  the  boundaries. 

Defendants  in  the  lawsuit  include  Oklahoma  Natural  Gas  Co.,  Mobil  Oil 
Co.,  Arkansas-  Louisiana  Gas  Co.,  Sun  Oil  Co.,  Arkla  Energy  Resources 
Co.,  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  and  the  Sequoyah  County 
Water  Association. 

The  Justice  Department  said  its  brief  was  making  no  determination 
respecting  interest  in  lands  acquired  by  the  United  States  through  the 
U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  for  construction  of  the  Kerr-McClellan 
navigation  project  on  the  Arkansas  River. 

These  lands  of  which  the  Corps  of  Engineers  claims  some  rights,  deeds, 
bank  stabilization  agreements  and  flowage  easements  "are  not  at  issue 
in  this  litigation,"  the  Justice  Department  said. 

Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  General  Lois  Schiffer  said  that  "in  filing  this 
suit,  we  are  seeking  to  honor  an  historical  treaty  commitment.  We  hope 
that  this  case  will  settle  once  and  for  all  the  question  as  to  who  owns 
the  land  along  the  banks  of  the  Arkansas  River." 

Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  said  he  expects  the  lawsuit  to  be  the 
beginning  of  a process  "to  resolve  all  the  uncertainties  that  have 
resulted  from  the  Supreme  Court  decision  that  the  three  Indian  nations 
are  the  owners  of  the  bed  of  the  Arkansas  River." 

Byrd  said  tribal  leaders  dating  back  to  statehood  fought  to  save  the 
lands,  noting  that  they  didn't  give  up  rights  to  the  riverbed  or  the 
water  when  Oklahoma  joined  the  union  in  1907. 

"We  are  excited.  It  seems  like  this  could  go  in  our  favor.  Something 
good  has  come  to  the  Cherokee  Nation.  This  is  a chance  for  us  to  utilize 
the  riverbed  resources,"  Byrd  said. 
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TRIBAL  CRISIS  PLAN  LAID  OUT  IN  NOTES 

Spokeswoman  Says  Chief  Had  Nothing  To  Do  With  Writing  Notes 
By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

Cherokee  Chief  Doe  Byrd's  top  aide  outlined  a scheme  last  spring  to  "defy 
the  tribal  court  and  declare  an  "emergency  and  a constitutional  crisis," 
his  handwritten  notes  show. 

Chief  of  Staff  George  Thomas'  notes  include  the  subheadings  "Goal", 

"Plan"  and  "Strategy." 

Almost  all  of  the  steps  he  outlined  have  been  acted  on. 

Plans  included  promoting  no  alliance  between  the  administration  and 
tribal  councilors  to  oust  the  three  justices  of  the  Judicial  Appeals 
Tribunal,  the  tribe's  highest  court. 

"My  God,  what  you  have  is  a plan  to  overthrow  the  judicial  branch  for  a 
dictatorship,"  said  tribal  member  Nate  Young  III,  a Tahlequah  attorney  and 
an  expert  on  Indian  law. 

In  a written  statement  Wednesday  night,  tribal  spokeswoman  Lynn  Adair 
said,  "I  don't  believe  this  deserves  a response  from  Chief  Byrd  or  anyone 
from  the  administration.  The  notes  of  one  individual  does  not  a 
conspiracy  make. " 

Young  said  the  notes  leaves  no  doubt,  "they  have  violated  the  Cherokee 
Constitution  and  violated  not  only  the  letter  of  the  law  but  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution. 

"If  anything,  it's  grounds  for  impeachment." 

Young  likened  it  to  a plot  in  th  movie  "Seven  Days  in  May"  with  Burt 
Lancaster,  which  involved  a conspiracy  to  overthrow  the  president  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Cherokee  crisis  - which  has  pitted  the  executive  branch  against  the 
judicial  branch  and  divided  the  legislative  branch  - is  now  in  its  10th 
month . 

Thomas  refused  to  answer  questions  about  the  notes,  but  Adair  said  in  a 
phone  interview  Tuesday  he  told  her  he  hadn't  intended  for  them  to  be  made 
public . 

"In  any  branch  of  government,  there  is  always  a plan  of  action. 

Apparently  the  chief  didn't  have  anything  to  do  with  writing  the  notes.  I 
understand  these  were  notes  Thomas  had  written  to  himself. 

In  her  Wednesday  statements,  she  said  that  making  the  notes  public  is 
"just  another  desperate  attempt  to  bring  down  the  present  administration 
and  keep  the  negative  headlines  coming." 

The  Phoenix  obtained  a copy  of  the  original  hand  written  notes.  The  text 
also  appeared  on  the  Internet. 

The  notes  state  the  administration  should  be  prepared  to  defy  the  tribal 
court  and  build  the  case  for  doing  so. 

Thomas  wrote  of  "triggering  events"  for  no  other  reasons  than  to 
"Protect  the  chief  from  arrest"  and  to  protect  the  administration. 

"Goal:  To  solve  the  immediate  problems  and  emerge  with  the  chief 
stronger,  his  administration  stronger,  the  government  stronger  & those  who 
oppose  us  weaker." 

Officials  at  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  "won't  get  involved,"  Thomas 
wrote . 

"To  what  limits  are  we  willing  to  go... what  do  we  put  into  action  if 
forced  to  confrontation?"  he  wrote. 

Plans  included  admitting  that  the  Cherokee  Nation  government  "is  broken 
and  must  depend  an  outside  intervention  if  it  is  to  be  saved. 

"(That)  prompts  our  actions  to  go  to  federal  court,  mediation,  etc."  he 
wrote . 


The  crisis  developed  soon  after  Byrd  fired  tribal  marshals  Feb.  25  and 
refused  to  obey  a tribunal  order  reinstating  them.  The  marshals  had 
executed  a search  warrant  at  tribal  headquarters  and  seized  copies  of 
financial  records.  The  evidence  led  to  charges  of  diversion  of  funds 
against  Byrd  in  tribal  court. 

Paula  Holder  of  Warner,  one  of  seven  tribal  councilors,  who  did  not  go 
along  with  Byrd's  defiance  of  the  tribunal,  said  Thomas  notes  came  as  no 
surprise  to  her. 

"I  think  it  was  a conspiracy  and  I would  think  that  would  be  a crime, 
according  to  our  law,"  Holder  said.  "I  think  these  people  are  evil." 

Councilor  Don  Crittenden,  a Byrd  supporter,  said  Wednesday  he  was  not 
aware  of  the  notes. 

Councilor  Troy  Poteete  of  Webber  Falls,  commenting  on  the  notes,  said  it 
"unconscionable  and  immoral,  but  probably  not  illegal  to  bring  the  tribe 
to  the  brink  of  disaster." 
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Gover  Looks  at  BIA  Dob  One  Day  at  a Time 

A Corrales  man  praised  as  an  insightful  strategist  is  undaunted 
by  his  nomination  to  head  one  of  Washington's  least  loved 
agencies 

By  Leslie  Linthicum 
Journal  Staff  Writer 

Kevin  Gover  walked  on  his  first  picket  line  when  he  was  10.  He 
was  a successful  Washington  lawyer-and  an  alcoholic-before  his 
30th  birthday.  Now,  42  and  sober,  Gover  is  back  in  Washington 
awaiting  confirmation  hearings  on  his  nomination  as  an 
assistant  secretary  of  the  Department  of  Interior. 


Gover,  an  enrolled  member  of  the  Pawnee  tribe,  will  face 
questioning  from  the  members  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  in  a hearing  set  for  Thursday. 

His  confirmation  by  the  full  Senate  could  come  as  early  as  next 
month . 

Gover  will  draw  from  the  righteous  indignation  of  a 10-year-old 
and  the  humility  of  a recovering  alcoholic  to  face  the  trials 
of  one  of  government's  most  grueling  and  thankless  jobs. 

If  confirmed  to  head  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Gover  will 
inherit  an  agency  that  has  been  blamed  by  Indians  for  losing 
their  money  and  ruining  their  children;  that  has  been  attacked 
by  Congress  and  presidents  as  corrupt,  bloated  and  inefficient; 
and,  on  top  of  all  that,  operates  under  the  usual  political 
pressures  of  Washington. 

"It's  a mean  town,"  Gover  concedes.  "They're  waiting  for  you  to 
make  a mistake  and  to  go  after  you.  When  you  live  life  day  by 
day,  (and)  at  the  end  of  each  day  the  most  important  thing  that 
happened  is  that  you  didn't  drink,  it  puts  things  in 
perspective.  It  doesn't  scare  me." 

Those  who  have  worked  with  him  say  his  intelligence  and 
instincts  will  help  him  navigate  Washington's  rough  waters. 

"Kevin  is  one  of  the  most  insightful  strategists,"  says 
attorney  Richard  Hughes, who  has  worked  with  Gover  through  two 
sessions  of  the  Legislature  and  several  lawsuits.  "He  has  just 
an  extraordinary  ability  to  know  what's  at  stake,  what  the 
lineup  is  and  how  to  play  it.  He  has  a deft  touch." 

Having  it  all 

Gover  was  enjoying  the  view  of  the  Sandias  from  his  dining-room 
table  on  a recent  morning,  relaxing  in  the  manner  of  a man  who 
works  too  hard-with  a cigarette,  a cup  of  coffee  and  a cellular 
phone  sitting  nearby-and  reflecting  on  his  past  and  his  probable 
future. 

Gover  has  made  it  by  New  Mexico  standards.  He  lives  in  an  adobe 
house  on  a dirt  road  in  Corrales.  From  his  dining  room  window 
he  can  see  a meticulous  herb  garden,  the  labors  of  his  only 
hobby,  and  a swath  of  snow-dusted  mountains. 

His  resume  is  top  notch:  prep  school  and  Princeton.  A clerkship 
for  a federal  judge,  an  associate  job  at  a big  Washington  law 
firm  and  a partnership  in  a respected  Albuquerque  firm,  all  by 
age  30.  He  has  lobbied  in  Washington  and  Santa  Fe  and  done 
legal  work  for  Navajos  and  the  pueblos  of  Zuni,  Pojoaque,  Santa 
Clara,  Sandia  and  Tesuque. 

"I  had  it  all.  I had  a wife  and  a boy  and  a girl,  a house,  a 
great  job  and  I was  drunk  a lot  and  did  a lot  of  harm,"  Gover 
says.  "I  was  lucky  that  I never  ended  up  on  the  streets,  but  I 
could  have.  I drank  like  some  of  the  people  who  ended  up  on  the 
streets.  It's  just  that  I had  a good  education  and  a good  job 
and  so  I never  had  to  fall  that  far." 

All  of  his  personal  and  professional  achievements  were  no  match 
for  what  Gover  calls  "a  sort  of  psychological  trauma  that  is 
passed  down  generation-to-generation"  in  even  the  most  intact 
and  successful  Indian  families.  Against  all  odds,  Gover  went  the 
way  of  the  calichi. 

"While  the  stereotype  of  the  drunken  Indian  is  unfortunate, 
it's  not  like  it  was  just  made  up,"  Gover  says.  "An  alcoholic 
has  low  self-esteem.  And  there's  always  an  excuse  to  drink  if 
you're  an  Indian.  If  someone  gives  you  a crossways  look,  hey 
I'll  show  him.  I'll  get  drunk." 

It  took  a legal  client  to  threaten  firing  him  to  snap  Gover  out 
of  his  stupor,  and  friends  and  family  members  to  help  him  stop 
drinking.  That  was  more  than  four  years  ago. 

"It  was  a very  difficult  problem  for  him  and  one  he  faced  head- 
on  and  he  has  learned  and  benefited  from  it,"  says  Cate 
Stetson,  Gover 's  longtime  law  partner . "He ' s been  the  first 


Indian  to  do  this  and  the  first  Indian  to  do  that-and  he  is 
human.  He  has  human  flaws." 

LaDonna  Harris'  first  memories  of  Gover  are  of  a little  kid 
sitting  on  the  fringes  of  living-room  organization  meetings  in 
Lawton,  Okla.,  where  a collection  of  Indians,  blacks  and  a 
handful  of  Anglos  were  fighting  segregation. 

It  was  the  early  1960s  and  Gover' s parents  and  Harris  and  her 
then  husband,  Fred  Harris,  had  been  infused  with  the  Rev. 

Martin  Luther  King  Dr.'s  message  of  racial  equality. 

When  the  local  swimming  pool  refused  to  admit  blacks-although 
they  let  Indians  swim  --  10-year-old  Gover  took  a sign  and 
walked  the  picket  line  rather  than  escape  the  Oklahoma  heat 
with  a refreshing  dip. 

"He  grew  up  in  this  atmosphere  of  political  action  and 
integration  and  social  activism,"  Harris  says.  "It  was  all 
around . " 

Growing  up 

Gover's  parents  met  as  children  in  Faxson,  Okla.,  a crossroads 
and  a corner  store  in  the  farming  country  outside  Lawton. 

Margaret  Lou  Richardson  was  white,  the  daughter  of  poor  farmers 
who  had  weathered  the  Dust  Bowl.  Billy  Gover  was  half  Comanche 
and  half  Pawnee,  raised  by  a single  mother  on  allotment  land. 

In  the  segregationism  of  the  1950s,  they  married  and  had  three 
children.  Kevin  was  the  oldest,  followed  by  two  sisters. 

Although  the  children  were  biracial,  their  mother  worked  for 
Indian  causes  and  the  children  were  raised  as  Indians. 

"We  were  black-haired  and  brown-skinned,"  Gover  says.  "We 
didn't  have  much  of  a choice." 

Gover  excelled  in  school  and  caught  the  eye  of  a VISTA 
volunteer  who  worked  with  his  parents  in  Oklahomans  for  Indian 
Opportunity,  a federal  civil  rights  program.  The  volunteer,  a 
graduate  of  the  prestigious  St.  Paul's  School,  arranged  a 
scholarship  for  Gover,  and  at  15  he  found  himself  on  the 
bucolic  campus  in  Concord,  N.H.,  surrounded  by  intellectual 
challenges . 

"It  was  almost  idyllic.  You're  in  this  beautiful  setting  and 
all  you're  doing  is  learning,"  Gover  says. 

He  went  on  to  Princeton  University  and  began  seeing  Indian 
history  and  politics  in  a more  radical  light. 

"You  begin  to  take  it  personally,  so  you  respond  in  personal 
rage  that  is  not  very  productive,"  Gover  says.  He  smoked 
marijuana,  began  drinking  and  grew  his  hair  long.  "I  was  surly, 
unresponsive,  didn't  accept  discipline  and  didn't  learn  very 
much,  unfortunately." 

Those  who  worked  on  political  causes  with  Gover  at  the  time 
judge  his  youth  less  harshly. 

"He  was  smart  and  he  had  enough  sense  to  keep  his  mouth  shut 
and  listen  and  not  tell  everybody  what  he  knew,"  says  Philip  S. 
Deloria,  who  worked  with  Gover  on  the  American  Indian  Policy 
Review  Commission  and  now  heads  the  Indian  Law  Center  at  the 
University  of  New  Mexico.  "I  think  people  knew  from  the 
beginning  that  he  was  going  to  make  a contribution." 

By  the  time  he  graduated  from  Princeton  in  1978,  Gover's  family 
had  moved  to  Albuquerque  and  he  enrolled  in  UNM  Law  School. 

A clerkship  with  U.S.  District  Dudge  Duan  Burciaga  followed, 
then  a job  offer  at  a prestigious  law  firm  in  Washington,  D.C. 
After  three  years  in  Washington,  Gover  came  back  to  Albuquerque 
to  practice  law  with  two  friends,  Cate  Stetson  and  Susan 
Williams.  They  opened  Gover,  Stetson  and  Williams,  which  would 
become  one  of  the  country's  most  prestigious  law  firms  owned  by 
women  and  Indians. 

The  firm  would  concentrate  on  Indian  and  environmental  law  and 
lobbying  for  Indian  tribes;  and  Gover  and  Stetson  would  become 
active  in  local  and  national  Democratic  politics.  In  11  years 


with  the  firm,  Gover  has  specialized  in  tribal-federal 
relations,  and  it  is  his  work  on  behalf  of  New  Mexico  tribes  in 
their  legal  and  political  struggle  to  legalize  casino  gambling 
that  has  put  him  in  the  local  spotlight  in  recent  years. 

BIA  and  the  real  world 

Frank  Chaves,  co-chairman  of  the  New  Mexico  Indian  Gaming 
Association  and  a member  of  Sandia  Pueblo,  has  seen  in  Gover 
qualities  that  he  hopes  will  allow  Gover  success  at  the  BIA 
that  has  eluded  past  assistant  secretaries. 

"He's  very  thoughtful  on  how  policies  affect  people,"  says 
Chaves.  "He  can  look  at  a policy  and  think  of  how  it  may  affect 
somebody  in  the  real  world." 

Entrapped  in  its  own  bureaucracy  for  decades  and  responsible 
for  policy  that  affects  more  than  500  tribal  governments  and  2 
million  individual  Indians,  the  BIA  has  long  been  criticized 
for  allowing  tribal  needs  to  be  obscured  by  politics  and 
bureaucracy . 

The  subject  of  countless  reorganization  studies  and  proposals, 
it  has  continued  to  languish  between  the  often  conflicting 
desires  of  tribes.  Congress  and  the  White  House. 

Gover  will  take  the  helm  at  a critical  time,  when  the  influx  of 
casino  riches  to  some  tribes  and  tightened  federal  budgets  have 
combined  to  prompt  some  conservatives  to  question  the  nation's 
trust  responsibility  to  Indian  tribes  and  the  necessity  of  the 
BIA. 

Gover  is  aware  that  the  top  BIA  job  is  a killer.  Ada  Deer,  who 
weathered  an  agonizing  tenure  before  being  asked  to  resign  to 
make  way  for  Gover,  is  his  close  friend.  He  is  taking  the  job, 
he  says,  with  the  spirit  of  a recovering  alcoholic-change  what 
you  can  and  don't  look  too  far  down  the  road. 

"I  think  in  the  past  by  trying  to  be  all  things  to  all  people, 
by  trying  to  make  everybody  happy,  the  leadership  in  the  bureau 
has  just  crashed  and  burned  because  it's  just  never  going  to 
happen,"  Gover  says.  "You  have  to  be  smart  and  you  have  to  work 
hard.  But  I think  it  requires  a certain  amount  of  will  and  an 
understanding  up  front  that  you're  not  going  to  make  everybody 
happy  and  that  you  just  do  the  best  you  can  and  suffer  the 
consequences.  You  have  to  be  willing  to  live  with  some  people 
taking  shots  at  you." 

Gover,  who  is  divorced  and  shares  custody  with  his  ex-wife  of 
the  couple's  12-year-old  daughter  and  a 14-year-old  son,  is 
ready  to  get  to  work,  although  he  has  promised  himself  he  will 
see  the  job  only  through  the  end  of  the  Clinton  administration 
and  then  return  to  New  Mexico. 

While  watchers  in  Indian  country  are  always  cautious  about 
predictions  for  reform  in  the  agency,  they  hold  out  hope  that 
Gover 's  intelligence  and  political  savvy  will  take  him  farther 
than  past  directors. 

"I  would  hate  to  say  he's  going  to  fix  it.  I don't  know  that 
that's  possible,"  Deloria  says.  "But  he'll  come  as  close  as 
anybody  can." 

Copyright  ) 1997  Albuquerque  Journal 

"RE : Changes  in  Bison  Plan"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Dec  97  17:42:06  -0500 

From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " < joedon(3woptura . com> 

Sub j : Montana  officials  disagree  with  change  in  bison  plan 

UUCP  email 

HELENA  (AP)  - Montana  officials  are  at  odds  with  federal  agencies  over 
one  of  the  proposed  changes  in  the  temporary  plan  for  managing  bison 
that  wander  from  Yellowstone  National  Park  bison  this  winter. 


Spokesmen  for  the  state  wildlife  and  livestock  agencies  said  they  do  not 
agree  with  a provision  that  would  allow  a variety  of  untested  bison  to 
remain  outside  the  park  near  West  Yellowstone. 

"They're  not  going  to  get  their  way/'  Larry  Petersen,  secretary  for  the 
Board  Livestock,  said  Tuesday. 

John  Mundinger,  bison  specialist  for  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks,  said  the  National  Park  Service  and  the  Animal  and  Plant  Health 
Inspection  Service  adopted  the  revised  plan  over  objections  from  the  state. 

Modifications  in  the  management  plan  are  intended  to  reduce  the  number  of 
migrating  bison  killed  this  winter  as  they  leave  the  park  in  search  of 
winter  forage. 

Last  season,  almost  1,100  of  the  animals  were  shot  or  shipped  to  slaughter 
as  part  of  a state-federal  effort  to  control  the  bison  and  keep  them  from 
spreading  disease  to  cattle. 

The  changes  include  greater  reliance  on  hazing,  inside  and  outside  the 
park,  and  holding  dozens  of  disease-free  bison  in  a capture  site  near 
Gardiner . 

The  controversial  part  of  the  revised  plan  calls  for  letting  what  the  Park 
Service  considers  low-risk  bison  to  remain  outside  the  park  in  the  West 
Yellowstone  area. 

The  federal  agency  said  that  includes  bulls,  yearlings,  calves  and  cows 
that  have  long  ago  disposed  of  afterbirth,  because  those  pose  the  least 
danger  of  passing  brucellosis  on  to  livestock. 

But  Petersen  said  the  state  is  worried  that  other  states'  veterinarians 
will  see  it  differently  and  require  Montana  ranchers  to  test  all  their 
cattle  before  shipping  out  of  state. 

Assurances  by  the  inspection  service  that  it  will  not  revoke  Montana's 
brucellosis-free  status  are  not  enough,  he  said. 

Brucellosis  is  feared  by  ranchers  because  it  can  cause  cows  to  abort 
their  calves,  although  critics  of  bison  management  efforts  contend  that 
transmission  of  the  disease  in  the  wild  is  unproven. 

Mundinger  said  Montana  officials  would  have  agreed  to  the  revised  plan 
if  the  federal  government  had  promised  to  cover  any  financial  damages  the 
livestock  industry  would  suffer  if  required  to  test  cattle. 

The  government  also  could  not  guarantee  Montana  that  other  states  would 
not  mandate  testing  of  Montana  cattle  because  of  the  new  policy  on  bison 
near  West  Yellowstone,  he  said. 

Petersen  said  the  state  will  develop  its  own  changes  in  the  plan  for 
handling  bison  in  that  area. 

Mundinger  said  the  state's  unwillingness  to  go  along  with  the  federal 
proposal  does  not  necessarily  mean  a higher  death  toll  this  year. 

"We  are  not  going  to  indiscriminately  shoot  all  bison,  but  we  will  retain 
the  right  to  shoot  those  that  cannot  be  captured  near  West  Yellowstone,"  he 
said . 

A Yellowstone  Park  spokesman  said  the  federal  agencies  recognize  Montana's 
concerns  over  the  effect  of  allowing  more  bison  to  remain  outside  the  park 
in  that  area. 

But  Wayne  Brewster,  deputy  director  of  the  Yellowstone  Center  for 
Resources,  added  that  the  risk  of  brucellosis  transmission  in  that  area 
is  "infinitesimal"  because  no  cattle  are  in  that  area  during  winter. 

He  said  animal  health  officials  in  other  states  should  recognize  the 
minute  threat  represented  by  the  policy  change. 

"We  would  hope  that,  as  other  states  understand  better  the  situation  - 
the  relationship  between  this  area  and  where  livestock  are  - it  could  be 
presented  to  them  that  this  is  reasonable,"  Brewster  said. 

(\######/)  D.D.K.  Chipps 

\ o ~ / "Wokiksuye  Canpe  Opi" 

(A  A)  (Remember  Wounded  Knee) 

\*/  http://www.woptura.com/ 

- — "RE:  News  from  Buffalo  Nations"  - 

Date:  Fri,  12  Dec  97  17:28:33  -0500 

From:  "D.D.K.  Chipps  " <joedon@woptura.com> 

Sub j : News  from  Buffalo  nations 


UUCP  email 


Subject:  News  from  Buffalo  nations 
December  12,  1997 

It  is  hard  to  explain  the  level  of  dedication  of  the  warriors  that  are 
here  in  West  Yellowstone,  protecting  the  last  free  ranging  buffalo.  Up 
every  morning  at  5:30  A.  M.  and  in  the  field  before  the  sun  rises,  in 
temperatures  as  low  as  -30  degrees  F.  These  warriors  have  come  from  as  far 
away  as  British  Columbia,  Canada  and  San  Antonio,  Texas.  They  work  out  of 
true  love  and  compassion  for  all  of  our  children's  future.  Ten  of  our  over 
50  buffalo  warriors  who  have  helped  so  far  this  winter,  are  staying  until 
the  slaughter  stops.  With  this  type  of  conviction  change  is  inevitable.  To 
date  not  one  buffalo  has  been  killed  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Livestock. 

In  the  press  APHIS  has  shown  an  easement  on  the  buffalo  who  leave  the 
park,  saying  that  they  will  tolerate  "low  risk"  animals  in  Montana  without 
revoking  the  state's  brucellosis  free  status  for  cattle.  This  allows  for 
untested  bulls,  yearlings,  calves  and  cows  who  no  longer  have  afterbirth  to 
remain  in  the  state  of  Montana  unmolested.  In  the  spring,  bison  will  be 
hazed  back  into  the  park  60  days  before  cattle  are  scheduled  to  return  to 
the  area.  Yet  the  renegade  Montana  Department  of  Livestock  continues  to 
assert  that  they  will  kill  all  bison  who  leave  the  park,  an  eerie  reminder 
that  last  year's  slaughter  is  poised  and  ready  to  happen  again. 

The  harsh  weather  transcends  with  awesome  beauty.  In  the  stillness  of 
morning  the  earth  comes  to  life.  One  by  dozens  eagles,  coyotes,  foxes  and 
buffalo  appear.  Letting  us  understand  this  still  exists,  knowing  we  must 
protect  this  with  our  lives.  Not  only  for  ourselves,  but  for  seven 
generations  yet  to  come. 

Buffalo  Nations  will  be  here  with  our  all-volunteer  crew  to  protect  the 
last  wild  buffalo  until  the  killing  stops.  Please  continue  to  help  support 
us  (every  little  bit  counts)  and  if  you  care  to  come  join  us,  all  are 
welcome. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 

- — "RE:  Brucellosis  Vaccine"  

Date:  Fri,  12  Dec  1997  23:56:40  -0500 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <sonjakeo@pond.com> 

Sub j : Brucellosis  vaccine? 

UUCP  email 

Let's  see,  why  don't  we  call  this  the 

mumbo- jumbo-brucellosis-vaccine-country-line  dance?  Well,  maybe  not  quite 
a dance,  but  a lot  o'  shuckin'  and  jivin'. 

APHIS  and  the  government  gang  have  had  about  60  YEARS  to  develop 

this  vaccine and  they  still  ain't  got  it  right. 

I have  an  idea lets  just  NOT  vaccinate  the  wild 

herds just  the  cattle. 

This  is  not  good  for  my  blood  pressure 

http: //www. bigskywire. com/gazette/friday/region/reg006. htm 
State  researchers  say  new  brucellosis  vaccine  will  take  years  to  develop 

CHEYENNE,  Wyo.  (AP)  - It  could  take  five  years  to  complete  research  on  a 
new  brucellosis  vaccine  before  it  can  be  tested  on  elk  at  the  National  Elk 
Refuge  near  lackson,  a state  biologist  said. 

Scott  Smith  of  the  Wyoming  Game  and  Fish  Department's  Wildlife 
Veterinary  Research  Services  Division  on  Tuesday  told  Wyoming  Game  and 


Fish  Commissioners  research  to  determine  an  effective  dose  of  RB51  is 
essentially  starting  from  scratch. 

Assistant  division  chief  for  the  Game  and  Fish  Department's  Services 
Division,  Tom  Thorne,  said  research  that  began  in  the  early  1990s  on  RB51 
has  recently  raised  questions  over  the  duration  of  the  vaccine's 
effectiveness . 

Thorne  said  researchers  will  be  trying  to  determine  the  usefulness  of 
higher  doses  and  possibly  a booster  shot. 

Earlier  this  month.  National  Park  Service  officials  said  they  would 
consider  vaccinating  elk  on  the  refuge  if  a safe  and  effective  vaccine  can 
be  found. 

The  agency  turned  down  a proposal  by  Gov.  Dim  Geringer  last  month  to 
vaccinate  several  thousand  elk  on  the  refuge  this  winter  using  the  Strain 
19  vaccine,  which  has  been  used  for  more  than  a decade  by  the  Wyoming  Game 
and  Fish  Department. 

Park  Service  officials  maintain  that  more  clinical  data  is  needed  on  the 
effectiveness  of  both  Strain  19  and  RB51  before  a widespread  vaccination 
program  on  the  refuge  can  begin. 

-ok,  read  the  rest  at  the  url  above- 

"RE : Bison  Freed  at  Panhandle  Park"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Dec  1997  12:10:07  -0500 
From:  alatia@sldsi.com  (Alatia  Brodie) 

Sub j : <SRS>  Bison 

UUCP  email 

Storied  bison  freed  at  Panhandle  park 
12/10/97 

Associated  Press 

AUSTIN  - A herd  of  bison  whose  lineage  can  be  traced  back  more  than  a 
century  to  the  last  of  the  great  Southern  Plains  herds,  is  getting  a new 
home  on  the  range. 

Fourteen  animals  have  been  relocated  to  Caprock  Canyons  State  Park  near 
Quitaque,  about  midway  between  Lubbock  and  Amarillo,  with  more  scheduled 
to  arrive  there  on  Monday. 

"This  is  really  historic,"  Texas  Parks  and  Wildlife  Department  spokesman 
Tom  Flarvey  said  Tuesday. 

The  herd  is  being  moved  from  the  HA  Ranch  near  Amarillo.  It  was  started 
there  by  pioneer  cattleman  Charles  Goodnight  in  1876,  when  the  bison  were 
rounded  up  for  preservation. 

The  bison  being  moved  are  descendants  of  those  animals,  a herd  that  has 
supplied  stock  for  Yellowstone  National  Park  and  the  Bronx  Zoo. 

"Of  all  the  bison  alive  today,  the  HA  Ranch  bison  are  uniquely  important 
because  they  have  been  kept  isolated  at  the  site  where  they  were  caught  in 
the  1870s  and  not  crossbred  with  other  bison,"  said  Andrew  Sansom, 
executive  director  of  the  Parks  and  Wildlife  Department. 

They  are  a potent  symbol  of  the  American  West,  and  their  addition  to  the 
Texas  state  park  system  means  the  heritage  they  represent  will  be 
preserved  for  future  generations,"  he  said. 

Wildlife  officials  say  the  animals  are  the  purest-blooded  bison  left  in 
North  America.  Mr.  Flarvey  said  officials  believed  there  were  about  four 
dozen  bison  on  the  3A  Ranch  when  the  project  began. 

The  animals  are  being  moved  to  a temporary  home,  a 330-acre  holding  area 
surrounded  by  what  parks  and  wildlife  officials  have  dubbed  a "Durassic 
Park"  fence. 

The  10-foot-tall,  steel  pipe  fence  strung  with  high-tensile  steel  cable 
is  near  a Native  American  archaeological  site  where  prehistoric  hunters 
processed  bison  kills. 

For  safety  reasons,  park  visitors  can't  approach  the  bison  now  and  won't 
be  able  to  view  them  until  appropriate  methods  are  devised  sometime  next 
year,  Mr.  Harvey  said. 

The  Parks  and  Wildlife  Department  is  working  on  plans  for  a visitor 
program  to  interpret  the  ecology  of  the  Plains  bison  and  their 


relationship  with  native  tribes. 

Historical  estimates  suggest  that  bison  herds  numbered  between  40 
million  to  60  million  at  one  point,  but  dwindled  to  about  500  because  of 
buffalo  hunters. 

Parks  and  Wildlife  officials  said  there  are  few  pure  wild  bison 
remaining  in  the  world.  The  14  bison  moved  so  far  were  confirmed  pure 
through  DNA  testing. 

Over  the  next  few  decades,  the  department  hopes  to  develop  a herd  of 
several  hundred  and  acquire  or  obtain  access  to  enough  land  within  the 
bison's  historic  Panhandle  range  to  allow  the  animals  to  roam  free  in  a 
natural  prairie  ecosystem. 

"RE : Help  Save  the  Wolves"  

From:  "lennifer"  <heavensent@recorder.ca> 

Date:  Sun,  14  Dec  1997  01:54:01  +0000 
Sub  j : (Fwd)  Help  Save  the  Wolves!!!!! 

UUCP  email 
Morning  everyone. 

Could  you  please  stop  by  these  pages  and  voice  your  support  of  the 
wolves,  please  and  thank  you!  Could  I ask  what  is  so  special  about 
Yellowstone  Park  that  the  officials  have  to  kill  off  the  bison  and 
the  wolves  and  who  knows  what  else? 

Peace!  Hugs  to  all! 

Forwarded  Message  Follows  

Date:  Sat,  13  Dec  1997  22:29:15  -0800 
From:  Lady  Wolf  <ladywolf@ladywolf . com> 

Dear  Wolf  Friends 

I come  to  you  for  your  help.... 

I know  that  we  are  all  very  busy  with  our  holiday  festivities,  but  I ask 
for  your  help. 

Below  you  will  find  an  article  about  a federal  judge  who  believes  that 
the  wolves  that  were  reintroduced  into  Yellowstone  and  central  Idaho  is 
illegal.  I was  shocked  when  I read  this,  to  say  the  least.  I have  posted 
upon  my  site  a copy  of  this  article  along  a mail  form  addressed  to  all  the 
government  officials  that  I could  find.  This  senseless  stupidity  must  be 
stopped.  I come  to  you  for  your  help.  Please  help  save  the  wolves.  If  this 
is  allowed  to  happen,  then  none  of  wild  creatures  of  this  planet  will  be 
safe. ...  please  pass  this  on  to  anyone  you  know  who  loves  the  wolves  and 
other  wild  animals. .. .the  more  people  that  we  can  get  to  help,  the  better 
chance  we  have  to  stop  this. 

copy  of  the  article: 

Copied  from  Ralph  Maughan's  Wolf  Update  Page. 

"Federal  district  judge  William  Downes  of  the  Wyoming  federal  judicial 
district  has,  after  three  years  of  waiting,  issued  a decision  that  the 
reintroduction  of  wolves  from  Canada  into  central  Idaho  and  Yellowstone 
violated  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  He  has  ordered  all  of  the 
reintroduced  wolves  removed,  including  their  offspring.  This  order  has 
been  "stayed"  pending  appeal  of  his  ruling  to  the  tenth  circuit  US  court 
of  appeals. 

A "stay"  means  the  order  will  not  be  carried  out  until  a ruling  is 
issued  by  this  higher  court,  assuming  an  appeal  is  made,  and  it  will  be. 

The  "removal"  undoubtedly  means  killing  the  wolves.  Canada  does  not  want 
the  wolves  back,  there  is  no  money  to  capture  them  and  take  them  back, 
about  half  of  the  original  wolves  are  now  dead,  but  their  offspring  born 
in  Idaho  and  Yellowstone  are  numerous. 

The  judges'  ruling  does  not  affect  the  60  or  70  wolves  in  NW  Montana 
that  migrated  on  their  own  down  from  Canada  beginning  in  the  early  1980s. 

Most  people  had  forgotten  about  the  lawsuit  that  was  filed  by  the  Farm 
Bureau  and  the  Sierra  Club  Legal  Defense  Fund  (SCLDF)  before  the  first 
wolves  from  Canada  were  brought  to  central  Idaho  and  Yellowstone,  but  both 


organizations,  used  the  argument  that  there  were  existing  wolves  in  the 
area.  This  was  a last  gasp  attempt  argument  by  the  Farm  Bureau  to  stop  the 
reintroduction.  For  SCLDF  (now  renamed  ) it  was  an  attempt  to  guarantee 
that  the  handful  of  existing  Idaho  wolves  would  get  more  protection 
through  the  endangered  species  act  than  the  "experimental  non-essential" 
designation  the  new  wolves  would  have. 

I have  not  seen  the  text  of  the  decision,  but  I find  it  grossly  in  error 
and  an  example  of  judicial  law-making  of  the  very  kind  many  congressionals 
disapprove. 

No  native  wolves  have  been  identified  in  the  Yellowstone  region.  The  two 
possible  cases  were  almost  certainly  hybrids.  There  clearly  was  at  least 
one  native  wolf  in  central  Idaho.  He  paired  with  Idaho  number  B15F  to  form 
the  now  seven  or  eight  member  Kelly  Creek  Pack  in  north  central  Idaho.  No 
other  Idaho  natives  have  been  confirmed,  although  there  probably  were  two 
or  three.  Several  native  wolves  from  the  Nine-mile  pack  in  Montana  have 
now  migrated  to  northern  Idaho.  The  native  wolves  in  Montana  are 
genetically  the  same  as  the  reintroduced  wolves.  They  are  not  a sub- 
species, nor  even  a genetically  distinct  population.  On  the  ground  the  ESA 
has  not  given  the  supposedly  "fully  protected"  Montana  wolves  any  more 
protection  as  the  "experimental"  wolves.  In  fact,  if  people  read  my  wolf 
reports,  the  "native"  wolves  such  as  the  Murphy  Lake  Pack  and  the  Boulder 
Pack  have  been  shot  for  the  same  "offenses"  as  the  reintroduced  wolves. 

The  fact  that  the  judge  waited  three  years  should  have  made  the  case  "moot, 
" a judicial  term  that  changes  in  the  facts  have  made  the  basis  of  the 
case  irrelevant.  I don't  know  that  "removal"  is  possible  because  many 
wolves  have  no  radio  collars,  although  they  could  easily  track  down  wolves 
like  famous  no.  9 and  kill  them.  While  a few  groups  may  say  this  is  really 
a "victory"  of  some  sort  because  the  remaining  wolves  will  have  more 
protection,  consider  that:  The  "fully  ESA-protected"  wolves  of  NW  Montana 
have  not  been  protected  on  the  ground  any  more  than  the  reintroduced 
wolves.  The  NW  Montana  wolves  have  gotten  into  more  livestock  trouble 
because  the  areas  they  reinhabited  were  reached  by  chance.  For  a wolf  to 
find  the  good  wolf  country  in  central  Idaho  and  Yellowstone  is  purely  a 
hit-or-miss-proposition . Because  there  is  no  way  to  separate  a "native" 
wolf  from  the  largely  uncollared  offspring  of  reintroduced  wolves,  any 
removal  campaign  will  threaten  the  native  wolves  too.  All  of  typical  anti- 
wolf, anti-wildlife,  anti-national  park,  anti-wilderness,  anti- 
environmental  politicians  are  praising  the  judge's  decision: 

Representatives  Helen  Chenoweth,  Representative  Barbara  Cubin,  Senator 
Larry  Craig,  Senator  Conrad  Burns,  etc..  " 

There  is  a mail  form  at 

http: //www. ladywolf.com/stop.html 

where  you  can  add  your  comments Please  I am 

asking  not  for  me.... but  all  the  wild  creatures  of 
this  world. 

Hope  you  all  have  a wonderful  holiday  season.... I 
am  sorry  to  bring  sad  news  at  this  time  of 
year 

-wolf  howls- 
Lady  Wolf 

Walk  with  the  Lady  of  the  wolves  at  the 
*World  of  Lady  Wolf* 
http: //www. ladywolf.com 
ladywolf@ladywolf . com 

"May  the  Wolf  Spirit  guide  you  on  your  path" 

Jennifer 

heavensent@recorder . ca 

"Keep  Smiling  and  May  Our  Creator  Bless!" 

HAVE  YOU  HUGGED  SOMEONE  TODAY? 

We  need  4 hugs  a day  for  survival.  We  need  8 hugs 
a day  for  maintenance.  We  need  12  hugs  a day  for 
growth.  Virginia  Satir 
Concerned?  You  Should  Be! 

http: //www. geocities . com/ Rain Forest /Vines/ 5273 


"RE : 'S'  Peak  Name  Change  Project"  

Date:  Tue,  09  Dec  1997  20:25:52  -0500 

From:  AIMAZ  <AIMAZ@aol . com>  (by  way  of  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net>) 

Sub j : "S"  Peak  Name  Change  Project  Update  12/9/97 

American  Indian  Movement  Youth  Council  of  Arizona 
http: //www. dicks hovel . com/ sq . html 

On  Duly  2,  1997  the  "S"  Peak  Name  Change  Project  submitted  a proposal  to  the 
Arizona  State  Board  on  Geographic  & Historic  Names  requesting  that  the  name 
of  "S"  Peak  in  the  Phoenix,  Arizona  area  be  changed  to  IRON  MOUNTAIN.  We 
expect  to  hear  back  from  the  Board  in  Danuary,  1998.  Please  support  the 
Project  by  sending  letters  or  email  to: 

Tim  D.  Norton,  Chair 

Arizona  State  Board  on  Geographic  & Historic  Names 
Department  of  Library,  Archives  & Public  Records 
State  Capitol 
1700  W.  Washington 
Phoenix,  Arizona  85007 

Email:  aznames@dlapr.lib.az.us 
cc:  AIMAZ@aol.com 

As  soon  as  this  name  change  occurs,  we  want  to  submit  proposals  for  seven 
(7)  more  sites  in  Maricopa  County,  Arizona  that  carry  the  "S"  word  in  the 
name  of  the  feature.  We  need  help  to  find  new  names  for  the  seven  geographic 
features,  preferably  names  in  the  original  American  Indian  languages. 

Please  contact  us,  Delena  Waddle  or  Seipe  Flood,  (AIMAZ@aol.com)  if  you 
have  any  information  on  the  following  place  names  in  Maricopa  County,  Ariz. 

1.  Little  "S"  Creek 

2.  "S"  Canyon 

3.  "S"  Flat  (2  sites) 

4.  "S"  Flat  Spring 

5.  "S"  Tit 

6.  "S"  Tits 

The  "S"  Peak  Name  Change  Project  would  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  all  of  you  for  your  support  in  our  work  to  eradicate  the  use  of  the 
"S"  word  from  geographic  place  names  in  Arizona. 

We  particularly  wish  to  thank  Michelle,  Rose  and  Andy  (you  know  who  you 
are)  for  all  the  diligent  historical  research  and  information  that  you 
provided;  Dordan  Dill  for  maintaining  the  websites  that  deal  with  this 
issue;  KOLAHQ  in  Belgium  for  keeping  the  European  Community  apprised;  the 
city  of  Flagstaff,  Arizona  for  your  courage  and  fast  action  to  rename  "S" 

Road  to  Native  Way  in  your  community  and  a community  church  in  Phoenix,  who, 
last  Thursday,  changed  their  name  from  the  "S"  Peak  Covenant  Church,  to  the 
Lifesource  Community  Church.  Your  understanding  and  participation  in  this 
project  is  greatly  appreciated  and  we  love  you  for  your  action. 

Carrying  on  the  Struggle, 

Seipe  Flood  & Delena  Waddle 
AIM  Youth  Council  of  Arizona  & 

"S"  Peak  Name  Change  Project 

"RE;  Bear  Lincoln  Action  Alert"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Dec  1997  17:55:10  EST 
From:  AIMAZ  <AIMAZ@aol . com> 

Sub j : BEAR  LINCOLN  ACTION  ALERT 

UUCP  email 

PLEASE  FORWARD 

ACTION  ALERT  ***  BEAR  LINCOLN  FACES  RE-TRIAL  IN  UKIAH,  CA  *** 

On  December  5,  Mendocino  County,  CA  District  Attorney  Susan  Massini 
announced  her  intention  to  re-try  Eugene  Bear  Lincoln  on 


manslaughter  charges.  In  September,  Lincoln,  a resident  of  Covelo 
on  the  Round  Valley  Indian  Reservation,  was  acquitted  of  six  murder 
charges.  Lincoln  could  have  faced  the  death  penalty  if  found 
guilty.  The  same  jury  was  hung,  10-2  in  favor  of  acquittal,  on 
charges  of  voluntary  and  involuntary  manslaughter. 

The  case  arose  out  of  an  ambush  by  Mendocino  County  sheriff's 
deputies  of  Lincoln  and  his  friend  Leonard  "Acorn"  Peters  on  the 
night  of  April  14,  1995.  In  that  incident.  Acorn  Peters  was  killed 
instantly,  and  in  the  nighttime  firefight  that  followed,  sheriff's 
deputy  Robert  Davis  was  also  fatally  shot  --  although  by  whom 
remains  unclear. 

Despite  a massive  police  dragnet  and  reign  of  terror  on  the  Round 
Valley  reservation,  Lincoln  escaped  and  lived  underground  for  four 
months.  He  surfaced  in  the  offices  of  attorney  Tony  Serra  in  San 
Francisco,  fearing  that  capture  in  rural  Mendocino  County  might 
mean  immediate  execution. 

After  two  years  in  the  county  jail.  Bear's  case  went  to  court  in 
August  of  this  year  in  Ukiah,  about  two  hours  north  of  San 
Francisco.  In  the  trial  that  followed,  defense  attorneys  Serra  and 
Phil  De  long,  shredded  the  prosecution's  weak  case,  while 
illuminating  the  long  history  of  anti-Indian  racism  and  police 
misconduct  in  the  area. 

After  the  trial  ended,  several  jurors  --  deeply  moved  by  what  they 
had  seen  and  heard  --  joined  the  Lincoln/Peters  Defense  Alliance. 

Law  enforcement  officials,  on  the  other  hand,  were  deeply  angered 
by  the  acquittal  and  began  planning  retribution.  D.A.  Massini's 
announcement  on  Dec.  5 of  plans  to  re-try  Bear  is  one 
manifestation.  Cora  Lee  Simmons,  Chairperson  of  Round  Valley 
Indians  for  lustice  --  an  organization  formed  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  police  occupation  of  the  reservation  in  1995  --  and  others  have 
expressed  concern  about  the  possibility  of  heightened  harassment  by 
sheriff's  deputies  on  the  reservation,  which  is  in  an  isolated 
area . 

WHAT  YOU  CAN  DO 

1)  Send  a fax  or  letter  expressing  your  opposition  to  the  re-trial 
and  calling  for  an  end  to  anti-Indian  persecution  in  Mendocino 
County.  IT  IS  VERY  IMPORTANT  THAT  THE  MENDOCINO  COUNTY  AUTHORITIES 
KNOW  THAT  THIS  CASE  HAS  BECOME  A NATIONAL  ISSUE!  Send  your 
messages,  as  soon  as  possibly  and  before  the  next  court  date  of 
Ian.  2,  to: 

District  Attorney  Susan  Massini,  Mendocino  County  Courthouse, 
Ukiah,  CA  95482,  Fax:  707-463-4687  Phone:  707-463-4211 
Sheriff  Dim  Tuso,  589  Low  Gap  Rd.,  Ukiah,  95482 
Fax:  707-463-4517,  Phone:  707-463-4085 
PLEASE  SEND  COPIES  OF  YOUR  LETTERS  AND  FAXES  TO: 

Lincoln/Peters  Defense  Alliance 
Mendocino  Environmental  Information  Center 
108  W.  Stanley 
Ukiah,  CA  95482 

2)  COME  TO  COURT  IN  UKIAH  ON  FRIDAY,  DAN.  2!!!! 

Court  is  scheduled  to  begin  at  1:30  p.m.  on  Dan.  2,  at  which 
time  the  judge  will  rule  on  motions,  including  a defense 
motion  to  dismiss  the  case  on  the  grounds  that  Bear  Lincoln  is 
being  subjected  to  double  jeopardy  by  being  re-tried. 

A RALLY  WILL  TAKE  PLACE  OUTSIDE  THE  COURTHOUSE  BEGINNING  AT 
12  NOON,  FRIDAY,  DANUARY  2.  BE  THERE  TO  SHOW  YOUR  SUPPORT! 

For  more  information,  call  the  Lincoln/Peters  Defense  Alliance  at 
the  Mendocino  Environmental  Information  Center  at  707-468-1660. 

For  information  on  organizing  and  transportation  in  the  Bay  Area 
for  the  Dan.  2 rally  and  court  date,  call  the  National  People's 
Campaign  at  415-821-6545. 

"RE : Friends  of  Lubicon  Transcript"  


Date:  Tue,  9 Dec  1997  08:49:10  -0500 

From:  fol@tao.ca 

Sub j : Press  conference  transcript 
Mailing  List:  FOL-L  <fol@tao.ca> 

Dec.  9 1997 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon 
485  Ridelle  Ave. 

Toronto,  ON  M6B  1K6 
tel:  (416)  763-7500 
e-mail:  fol@tao.ca 

Concerned  that  despite  its  significance  for  the  right  to  freedom  of 
expression  there  had  been  very  little  media  coverage  of  the  Daishowa  v. 
Friends  of  the  Lubicon  trial  in  Canada,  the  Humanist  Movement  organized  a 
press  conference  featuring  several  prominent  and  respected  Canadians  who 
spoke  out  about  the  lawsuit. 

Alan  Borovoy  of  the  Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Association,  broadcaster  and 
scientist  David  Suzuki,  and  broadcaster,  writer  and  producer  Patrick  Watson 
expressed  their  shared  concern  that  Daishowa' s lawsuit  against  the  Friends 
of  the  Lubicon  could  make  consumer  boycotts  illegal  in  Canada  and  is  a 
serious  threat  to  everyone's  right  to  free  speech. 

What  follows  is  a transcript  of  that  event. 

The  Daishowa  v.  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  trial  is  wrapping  up  on  December 
10,  11,  12  with  closing  statements  by  both  parties.  People  are  welcome  to 
attend  the  final  days  starting  at  10  am  at  361  University  Ave.,  Toronto, 
rm.  4-10. 


Transcript  of  Press  Conference  with  David  Suzuki,  Patrick  Watson,  Alan 
Borovoy  and  Roberto  Verdecchia  --  Toronto  City  Hall,  September  15,  1997 

Recording  quality  prevents  clear  transcription,  that  is  noted  here  by 
??? 

Roberto  Verdecchia,  Humanist  Movement:  We  have  called  this  press 
conference  here  today  in  support  of  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  in  their 
current  court  case  against  multi-national  pulp  and  paper  company, 

Daishowa.  They  did  not  solicit  our  support,  but  we  offered  it  any  way. 

We  feel  that  this  trial  is  very  important.  As  most  of  us  know,  it 
threatens  the  rights  of  all  Canadians  to  engage  in  consumer  boycotts,  for 
one,  and  it  severely  threatens  our  rights  to  freedom  of  speech  and  freedom 
of  expression. 

The  humanist  movement  has  been  involved  with  this  story  for  a number  of 
years.  We've  published  articles  through  our  neighbourhood  newspapers.  I 
ran  as  an  independent  candidate,  in  the  federal  election,  a couple  of 
months  ago  and  raised  this  issue.  We  ran  in  the  election  to  raise  issues 
like  this,  that  were  not  being  raised  by  the  traditional  parties.  We 
wrote  articles  in  the  paper,  we  ran  in  the  election,  and  waited  for  this 
to  become  a big  issue  in  the  press,  but  it  never  seemed  to  become  a big 
issue.  Lots  of  people  that  we  were  speaking  to,  never  knew  what  was 
going  on. 

So,  most  recently,  we  went  to  the  streets  and  did  a petition  campaign.  A 
handful  of  members  in  Toronto  and  Montreal  organized  this  campaign,  to  the 
heads  of  the  media,  the  Sun,  Star,  Globe,  etc...  It  was  this  petition 
of  about  1,000  signatures  of  people  demanding  full  and  complete  coverage 
of  this  up-coming  trial.  They  felt  that  it  was  a significant  trial  for 
Canadian  society.  So  we  handed  those  petitions  over  to  the  media  waiting 
for  some  kind  of  response.  Still,  there  was  not  much.  There  were  some 
notable  exceptions,  but  in  general  there  was  not  much  reported. 

In  order  to  try  to  raise  the  profile  of  this  case,  and  talk  about  the 
importance  of  this  case,  we  decided  to  invite  some  eminent  Canadians  like 
Alan  Borovoy  , Patrick  Watson  and  David  Suzuki  to  give  their  opinions  on 
this  issue.  So,  that  is  why  we  invited  them  here  today.  And  before  I let 
them  speak,  we  just  wanted  to  state  that  for  us,  for  the  humanist 
movement,  we  see  this  trial  as  an  attempt  by  a multi-national  corporation 
to  use  the  laws  and  legal  system  of  this  country  against  Canadian  citizens 


to  silence  Canadian  participation.  We  see  it  as  a dangerous  sort  of 
precedent  or  dangerous  evidence  of  a continuing  tendency  for  a corporate 
interest  to  take  precedence  over  citizens'  rights  and  human  rights. 

We  call  on  all  the  politicians  of  this  country,  at  every  level,  the 
Municipal  level,  the  Provincial  level  and  National  levels,  to  just  take  a 
stand  on  this  issue.  There  are  things  on  the  Multi-lateral  Agreement  on 
Investment,  that  have  been  negotiated  in  secret,  which  also  threaten  our 
rights  in  front  of  corporate  interests,  so  we  are  calling  on  them  to  take 
a stand  on  that  issue,  and  on  this  case  specifically,  we  would  like  to 
hear  from  them  and  what  they  have  to  say  about  this  case.  Now,  I would 
like  to  let  speaker,  Alan  Borovoy,  the  general  counsel  of  the  Canadian 
Civil  Liberties  Association  speak.  (CCLA) 

Alan  Borovoy:  The  Canadian  Civil  Liberties  Association  takes  no  position 
on  the  merits  of  the  dispute  between  the  Daishowa  and  the  Lubicon,  but  the 
CCLA  does  take  a position  on  the  merits  of  the  law  governing  that  dispute. 

Some  of  the  problems  with  that  law  are  well  illustrated  in  the  interim 
injunction  that  the  Divisional  Court  granted  to  Daishowa  several  months 
ago.  That  injunction  restrains  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  from 
intentionally  interfering  with  Daishowa 's  contractual  and  economic 
relations,  by  unlawful  means,  including  picketing  and  threats  of  picketing 
aimed  at  Daishowa  customers.  That  is  what  the  injunction  says. 

Now,  if  it  is  not  unlawful  to  conduct  a boycott  why  should  it  be  unlawful 
to  picket  in  support  of  that  boycott?  How  are  the  boycotters  supposed  to 
line-up  support  for  their  position? 

Of  course,  I know  some  people  who  will  say  they  can  always  buy  ads,  or 
they  can  advertise  on  TV,  radio  and  the  newspapers,  but  that  is  not  much 
help  to  a lot  of  people  in  the  real  world  who  cannot  afford  it. 

They  may  also  be  told  that  they  can  picket  somewhere  else.  I know  that 
some  courts  have  sometimes  said:  Well  you  can  picket  somewhere  else  not 
at  the  place  of  the  dispute.  This  is  the  way  we  sometimes  do  things  in 
Canada.  In  Canada,  we  might  not  ban  picket  lines,  but  we  might  reroute 
them.  So,  the  picket  line  becomes  an  exercise  not  in  freedom  of 
communication  but  in  freedom  of  soliloquy. 

In  the  past  number  of  years.  Aboriginal  protesters  have  been  told  that 
they  may  not  establish  armed  barricades  as  they  did  at  Oka,  they  may  not 
blockade  highways  as  they  have  threatened  to  do  in  a number  of  places,  and 
they  may  not  seize  or  occupy  a recreational  park  as  they  did  at 
Ipperwash.  We  do  not  quarrel  with  the  idea  that  everyone  must  obey  the 
law,  but  we  do  insist  that  the  law  must  be  fair  to  everyone.  And  that 
means  an  effective  right  to  conduct  boycotts,  and  an  effective  right  to 
conduct  boycotts  must  include  a broad  right  to  picket  in  pursuit  of  such 
boycotts . 

As  a result  of  all  of  this,  the  CCLA,  the  other  day,  wrote  a letter  to  the 
Attorney  General  of  Ontario  requesting  a meeting.  We  are  asking  for  a 
meeting  so  that  we  may  begin  the  process  of  reviewing  and  revising  the 
incomprehensible  and  unfair  law  of  picketing  in  this  country.  We  thought 
this  was  an  ideal  opportunity  to  put  that  issue  on  the  political  agenda. 

We  do  not  pretend  that  it  is  not  devoid  of  complexity,  but  that  it  is 
something  that  requires  attention  on  the  political  agenda,  it  is  just  not 
enough  to  leave  this  on  the  hit  and  miss  basis  that  it  has  been  in  the 
courts . 

David  Suzuki:  I am  here  today,  I guess,  in  the  role  of  a friend  of  the 
Friends  of  the  Lubicon.  I do  not  know  how  many  layers  we  are  going  to  be 
able  to  build  along  here. 

I agree  very  completely  with  what  Roberto  said  in  terms  of  the 
implications  of  this  case  for  other  groups  across  this  country.  I already 
sense  a very  strong  fear  and  chill  among  grassroots  environmental  groups, 
because  of  the  enormous  potential  of  legal  suits  that  would  be  extremely 
costly  to  just  ordinary  grassroots  people.  So  the  implications  of  this 
case  are  immense.  I would  like  to  just  briefly  indicate  that  the  whole 
story,  of  which  this  is  just  a part,  is  a very  multi-layered  one  and  I 
would  like  to  just  lay  that  background  on  the  table  for  all  of  you. 

One  of  the  last  great  forests  that  remains  on  this  planet  is  the  northern 
Boreal  Forest  that  circles  the  planet  from  North  America,  to  Europe,  to 
Asia.  Canada  has  a very  large  part  of  this  last  remaining  forest. 


Alberta  has  decided  that  its  Boreal  Forest  is  one  of  its  great  resources 
to  be  exploited.  We  can  get  an  idea  of  how  suddenly  the  Boreal  Forest  in 
Alberta  has  become  a resource.  In  1971  less  than  3%  of  Alberta's  Boreal 
Forest  was  allocated  for  logging  now  it  is  over  75%. 

I think,  for  Canadians,  the  way  in  which  that  resource  has  been  offered 
up  to  trans-nationals  is  very  significant.  We  think  that  we  are  an 
industrialized  country  but  basically  we  are  still  a resource  driven 
country,  and  that  great  ecosystem,  the  Boreal  Forest  in  Alberta,  has  been 
essentially  given  away  to  companies  like  Mitsubishi  and  Daishowa  for 
$1.40  per  ton  of  pulp  which  on  the  market  will  bring  $900.00.  Now  we  are 
supposed  to  be  not  only  an  industrialized,  but  also  an  educated  country, 
but  that  sure  does  not  strike  me  as  being  very  educated.  To  me,  we  are 
giving  away  the  Boreal  Forest. 

Part  of  the  Daishowa  allocation  included  most  of  the  territory  the  Lubicon 
regard  as  theirs.  The  Lubicon  up  until  the  early  70's  were  still 
basically  self-sufficient  and  basically  a hunting  society.  They  have  been 
heavily  impacted  by  oil,  gas,  roads  and  now  logging. 

Friends  of  the  Lubicon  were  then  set  up  . These  are  grassroots  people  who 
were  showing  their  support  of  the  Lubicon. 

To  me,  what  Daishowa  has  done  has  been  incredibly  vindictive,  punitive  and 
basically  bullying.  I said  this  in  court  to  some  of  the  people  testifying 
from  the  company  earlier  last  week.  I could  not  help  myself  and  I leapt 
up  and  said,  you  guys  this  is  shameful  and  you  are  bullies  and  I really 
feel  that.  They  are  using  the  threat  of  litigation  to  try  to  chill  any 
kind  of  public  discussion  or  protest  against  the  activities  of 
multi-nationals  and,  I think,  this  is  the  context  within  which  we  have  to 
see  what's  going  on  here  today.  Thank  you. 

Roberto  Verdecchia:  Thank  you  David.  Now  let's  introduce  Patrick  Watson, 
the  author  (of  the  book  entitled)  and  producer  of  the  monumental 
TV  series:  The  Struggle  for  Democracy. 

Patrick  Watson:  I am  not  here  to  represent  anyone  but  myself.  As  a 
student  of  democracy,  I found  myself  outraged  at  what  was  happening 
structurally  here,  as  a democratic  function.  It  is  absolutely  essential 
to  the  operation  of  democracy  that  citizens  be  able  to  assemble  in  public 
places  in  order  to  declare,  not  just  with  their  voices  and  their  ideas  but 
with  their  bodies,  the  position  that  they  take  on  public  issues.  I am 
just  going  to  present  you  with  a simple  analogy  and  ask  you  to  consider  it 
for  30  seconds  or  so. 

Suppose  you  change  the  players  in  this  particular  structural  arrangement. 
Suppose  instead  of  the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon,  --  the  group  of  citizens 
who  wish  to  use  their  bodies  in  public  spaces,  in  order  to  express  their 
opposition  to  something  that  is  happening  in  Canada  --  suppose  instead  of 
the  Friends  of  the  Lubicon  it  was  the  Conservative  Party  of  Canada.  And 
suppose  the  people  they  were  opposing  --  and  this  opposition,  if 
successful,  was  going  to  cause  financial  difficulty  to  the  group  they  were 
opposing  --  suppose  the  people  they  were  opposing  were  the  Liberal  Party 
of  Canada,  that  happen  to  form  the  government  of  the  day.  And  supposing  a 
court  came  along  and  said  Sorry,  Conservative  Party  of  Canada  you  can  not 
carry  your  banners  and  placards  outside  the  Liberal  party  headquarters,  or 
outside  the  Parliament  buildings  of  Canada,  because  that  is  going  to 
cause,  if  you  succeed,  financial  hardship  to  the  people  you  are 
opposing. The  structure  is  exactly  the  same.  If  a court  behaved  like  that 
in  this  country  today,  can  you  imagine  how  the  citizens  would  react.  I 
just  asked  you  to  apply  your  imagination,  because  to  me  the  analogy  is 
absolutely  clear. 

Roberto  Verdecchia:  Thank  you  Patrick.  Now  are  there  any  questions? 

There  is  also  a representative  from  the  Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund  (SLDF), 
here  today,  to  possibly  answer  any  questions  about  the  trial  if  there  are 
any  questions. 

(The  following  are  selected  questions  and  their  answers.  Preambles  to 
some  questions  have  been  omitted.) 

Question:  ...?  ? ? ...politicians...???.,  why  aren't  they  standing  up  for 
the  Lubicon? 

David  Suzuki:  I think,  that  is  the  most  critical  question.  To  me,  it  is 


astonishing  that  we  in  a democracy  elect  people  presumably  to  represent  us 
and  look  out  for  our  interests.  When  Sergio  Marchi  was  put  as  Minister  of 
Environment,  within  two  weeks  after  he  became  Minister,  I met  with  him  and 
I said  one  of  the  most  urgent  actions  that  we  need  is  protection  of 
grassroots  organizations  against  the  enormous  power  of  these 
multi-nationals.  We  are  in  a time  when  all  the  rhetoric  is  repeated  over 
and  over  about  globalization,  about  the  importance  of  becoming  a part  of  a 
global  economy.  It  has  never  made  any  sense  to  me  that  people  who  we 
elect  to  represent  us,  immediately  rush  out  to  become  a part  of  a global 
economy  over  which  they  have  absolutely  no  control.  It  doesn't  make 
sense  to  me.  So  we  have  this  ludicrous  situation  of  a multi-national 
company  coming  from  Japan,  who  is  not  only  given  our  forests  but  given 
massive  subsidies  to  exploit  those  forests,  and  now  are  using  the  Canadian 
courts  to  SLAPP  Canadian  citizens  and  prevent  them  from  speaking  out. 

Where  the  heck  are  all  of  our  elected  politicians  in  all  of  this?  You  have 
asked  the  question  and  I do  not  know  what  the  answer  is. 

Question:  What  about  the  underlying  conflict?  I think  I read  the  Federal 
government  said  it  was  going  to  appoint  an  arbitrator  or  mediator  for  this 
land  dispute,  what's  happened  there? 

Kevin  Thomas,  Friends  of  the  Lubicon:  The  Lubicon  have  been  essentially 
in  negotiations  with  the  Federal  government  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
they  are  currently  trying  to  get  a meeting  with  the  Minister  of  Indian 
Affairs,  lane  Stewart,  in  order  to  get  those  negotiations  back  on  track. 
Flopefully  there  will  be  a meeting  between  the  two  parties  sometime  within 
the  next  couple  of  weeks. 

Question:  What  is  Daishowa  asking  in  damages? 

Kevin  Thomas:  They  have  been  very  coy  about  that,  they  would  not  say  what 
they're  asking.  They're  claiming  we  have  cost  them  about  11  or  12  million 
in  lost  revenue,  but  they  will  not  say  specifically  how  much  they  are 
asking  from  us.  I think  the  reason  they're  being  coy  about  it,  is  they  do 
not  want  the  public  to  fixate  on  figures,  and  compare  that  with  the  kind 
of  incomes  that  people  like  myself  have.  I think,  it  is  a very  nasty 
public  relations  move  for  them. 

Tom  Heintzman,  Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund:  In  addition  with  being  somewhat 
coy  with  the  figures,  Daishowa  has  also  brought  motions  to  keep  the  damage 
documents  confidential.  Ordinarily,  in  Canada,  the  court  room  is  an  open 
place,  it  is  not  a Star  Chamber,  where  the  public  can  view  the  proceedings 
of  justice.  They  have  asked  for  certain  records  to  be  sealed  in  order  to 
protect  their  confidentially,  despite  the  fact  that  they  have  come  to  a 
public  forum  asking  for  justice. 

Question:  In  the  past  few  years,  there  have  been  a number  of  citizen's 
and  consumer  groups  that  have  been  doing  certain  kinds  of  actions  to  try 
to  encourage  corporations  to  behave  responsibly,  I am  wondering  why  some 
things  are  okay  to  do,  and  others  are  not?  Because  I myself  about  a year 
or  two  ago  was  present  at  a demonstration  in  front  of  the  Gap  to  encourage 
the  Gap  to  adopt  responsible  labour  practices,  I was  wondering  why  is  it 
okay  for  some  people  to  walk  around  on  sidewalks  and  ...  ???  ...  & for 
others  not  to  ...  ??? 

Kevin  Thomas:  The  Gap  acted  responsibly  in  that  situation,  and  the 
difference  between  them  and  Daishowa  is  tremendous,  because  Daishowa  has 
acted  irresponsibly  and  they  have  gone  out  of  their  way  to  destroy  Friends 
of  the  Lubicon.  If  they  are  successful  in  this  case,  you  would  not  have 
the  right  to  picket  at  the  Gap  either,  and  any  corporation  which  feels 
threatened  by  an  environmental  group,  or  consumers'  group  of  any  type,  you 
will  find  the  corporations  will  have  the  power  to  shut  down  those  pickets. 

Question:  All  I see,  was  that  the  Gap  looked  at  the  people  and  thought: 
well  it's  better  public  relations  to  talk  to  them  rather  than  to  try  to 
squash  them.  But  in  this  case  Daishowa  decided  that  it's  better  to 
squash  people  than  to  talk  to  them. 

David  Suzuki:  What  have  you  heard  about  the  Daishowa  case?  Most  people  I 
talked  to  have  never  heard  about  what's  going  on  here.  The  Gap  protest 
got  a lot  of  publicity.  That  publicity  worked.  But  here  is  a group  that  is 
being  hammered  and  we  do  not  see  it.  This  trial  has  been  going  on  for  a while. 

Question:  What  if  the  company  wins  this  case?  What  does  that  mean  for 
democracy  and  our  rights? 


Patrick  Watson:  If  the  company  wins  this  case,  I think,  the  single  most 
important  aspect  of  it  is  the  silencing  of  citizens'  voices  in  public 
space.  That  sounds  like  very  bland  language.  But  it  describes  something 
that  is  absolutely  crucial:  we  cannot  have  a genuine  democracy,  we  can 
not  have  personal  liberty,  if  our  courts  are  prepared  to  tell  citizens 
that  they  are  not  permitted  to  express  opinions.  That  includes  putting 
their  bodies  in  public  places  and  carrying  placards  about  a matter  of 
public  interest,  as  this  one  clearly  is,  because  it  has  to  do  with  a 

resource  that  belongs  to  the  citizens  of  Canada. 

Question:  Perhaps  there  can  be  some  comment  on  SLAPP  suits  elsewhere  in 
other  jurisdictions? 

David  Suzuki:  The  threat  of  SLAPP  suits  is  very  real.  We  have  seen  how 
McDonalds  was  willing  to  spend  how  many  millions  in  order  to  get  at  two 

people  and  win,  I guess,  a kind  of  pyrrhic  victory  in  the  end.  The  ripple 

effect  of  that  kind  of  case  is  immense.  I am  absolutely  sure  that  groups 
like  the  one  indicated  here,  that  were  protesting  the  Gap,  will  be  very 
nervous  about  continuing  that  kind  of  activity  in  the  face  of  the  threat 
of  a suit  that  can  literally  wipe  you  out  economically.  These  are  people 
and  citizens  who  care  passionately  about  an  issue,  but  who  simply  cannot 
afford  to  put  all  of  their  savings  at  risk.  It  is  going  to  have  a huge 
chilling  effect.  That  is  why  I talked  to  Marchi  about  this,  that  something 
has  to  be  done  to  limit  the  threat  of  SLAPP  suits,  because  it  would  have 
an  enormous  chilling  effect  on  the  environmental  movement. 

Question:  Can  someone  explain  to  me  the  term  SLAPP  suit? 

Comment:  Strategic  Lawsuit  Against  Public  Participation  that  is  my 
understanding. 

David  Suzuki:  So,  this  is  where  a company  will  take  on  an  environmental 
group,  and  attempt  to  essentially  push  them  into  penury,  by  winning  . It 
is  a very  powerful  tactic.  What's  happening  with  the  Friends  of  the 
Lubicon,  I think,  is  just  part  of  a tactic  by  the  business  sector. 

Tom  Heintzman:  There  is  an  interesting  side-note  in  this  case,  that  you 
might  find  a little  fascinating.  There  is  a law  professor  in  Victoria  by 
the  name  of  Chris  Tollefson  who  writes  a lot  about  SLAPP  suits  & in 
particular  has  written  about  this  particular  case.  He  also  happens  to  be 
a member  of  the  board  at  Sierra  Legal  Defence  Fund.  As  part  of 
interlocutory  relief  in  this  case,  Daishowa  asked  for,  in  effect,  a muzzle 
order  on  Professor  Tollefson  in  his  teaching  and  writings  capacities, 
and  he  was  not  permitted  to  make  representations  because  he  was  not  party 
to  the  case  when  that  motion  was  on  going.  Now  in  the  end,  nothing  was 
granted  against  him,  but  the  possibility  that  someone,  who  is  not  party  to 
the  litigation,  could  have  the  potential  of  having  a muzzle  order  put 
against  them,  and  not  be  able  to  make  submissions,  this  is  something  that 
might  give  us  all  pause  to  think. 

Question:  With  this  current  case  and  all  the  SLAPP  suits,  it  seems  to  me, 
that  there  is  a move  to  give  businesses,  and  their  right  to  make  profit, 
top  rights  throughout  the  world.  In  other  words,  their  rights  will  count 
more  than  any  other  rights  and  other  rights  may  never  exist.  They  are 
taking  rights  away  from  the  environment  and  taking  rights  away  from 
people.  The  only  rights  people  may  have  left  will  be  on  the  interpersonal 
relationship  level.  If  a business  says  that  we  want  to  enslave  you,  they 
will  be  allowed  to  do  so.  It  seems  to  me,  these  kind  of  cases  are  leading 
towards  that.  Are  there  any  comments  on  that? 

David  Suzuki:  You  said  it! 

Question:  I am  wondering  if  you  could  enlighten  me  as  to  why  the  press 
has  not  given  this  much  coverage? 

Roberto  Verdecchia:  Anybody  reached  a conclusion?  It  is  hard  to  say. 
There  has  been  some  coverage,  but  not  what  we  think  this  merits. 

Comment:  A couple  of  good  funerals  lately  you  know  ...???... 

Question:  I have  been  speaking  to  Daishowa  people  about  this.  They  have 
given  me  their  point  of  view  and  I wonder  if  I could  kind  of  repeat  it, 
and  have  your  response? 

They  say  they  have  had  the  pulp  mill  in  existence,  I think,  since  1990, 
and  they  have  the  permission  from  the  Alberta  government  to  log  in  the 
traditional  Lubicon  territory,  since  that  time.  They  have  not  done  so  for 
seven  years,  except  for  one  instance  in  1991(actually  it  was  1990) 


by  a subsidiary.  Their  question  is:  At  what  point  does  it  cease  being 
corporate  responsibility  and  start  being  the  responsibility  on  the  part  of 
the  parties  in  the  land  negotiations.  In  other  words,  they  seem  to  be 
tired  of  being  a target,  and  seems  to  me  what  they're  saying  is:  the 
Federal  government  and  the  Lubicon  leadership  should  be  the  focus  of  the 
tension  on  not  having  this  case  resolved. 

David  Suzuki:  I think  it  is  absolutely  legitimate  for  them  to  ask  that 
question.  We  are  asking  that  all  the  time.  We  have  elected  people  in 
office,  and  it  seems  to  me,  that  citizens  are  raising  questions  about  the 
implications  of  their  decisions. 

If  I was  on  the  board  of  Daishowa  I would  have  rushed  into  Alberta  for 
heavens  sake.  They're  going  to  give  us  all  those  trees  for  nothing 
basically,  and  then  subsidize  us  to  the  tune  of  tens  or  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars.  Why  not  do  that?  Then  I suppose,  suddenly  by  being 
slapped  in  the  face  by  realizing,  my  god,  our  forest  allocation  covers 
Lubicon  territory.  You  know  it  must  be  a shock  to  them  because  they  were 
assured  by  the  Getty  government  that  this  land  was  theirs  to  use.  Now  I 
think  that  the  degree  of  public  protest,  its  success  is  measured  by  the 
fact  that  they  have  not  actually  gone  in  and  logged  much  of  the  Lubicon 
territory.  But  it  is  up  to  our  political  representatives  to  make  a stand 
on  this  and  they're  quite  right  to  raise  that  question. 

The  question  to  me  is:  why  though,  for  a company  that  is  given  its  pulp, 
at  a dollar  forty  per  ton  it  is  a gift,  to  now  claim  that  this  tiny  group 
of  grassroots  people  must  be  punished  by  claiming  money  back  from  them.  It 
just  strikes  me  as  more  then  just  their  saying:  Now  look  here  we  are  doing 
our  business  and  it  is  up  to  your  government.  They're  taking  a very 
aggressive  act,  a bullying  act,  I think,  that  it  is  meant  as  a lesson  to 
other  people. 

Question:  Could  this  be  a reason  that  the  public  ...???...  be  afraid  to 
speak  out  ...  ? ? ? ... 

David  Suzuki:  I think,  the  people  concerned  about  why  aren't  the  media 
talking  about  this,  you  are  under  a mistaken  notion  that  the  media  are  in 
the  business  of  presenting  you  with  the  important  issues  of  the  day.  No 
seriously,  the  newspapers  are  in  the  business  of  selling  newspapers.  TV  is 
in  the  business  of  getting  audiences,  basically.  And  if  you're  from  outer 
space  and  were  to  judge  what  Canadians  or  human  beings  considered  their 
important  issues  on  the  basis  how  much  time  is  spent  in  the  news,  just  by 
looking  at  news  reports  you  would  have  to  judge  that  in  the  last  two  years 
the  0.  D.  Simpson  trial  of  course  was  overwhelmingly  crucial.  Certainly, 
for  the  last  three  weeks  the  death  of  one  individual  (Princess  Diana)  is  a 
major,  major  thing. 

The  media  does  not  reflect  the  issues  that  are  really  critical  and,  as  the 
media  becomes  more  and  more  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  fewer  and  fewer 
people,  those  people  are  really  going  to  decide  what  are  the  priorities 
that  are  going  to  be  covered  by  the  media.  As  someone  who  has  been  in 
science  journalism  for  many  years,  I decried  the  fact  that  the  vast 
majority  of  people  in  the  positions  of  power  in  media  are  not  educated  in 
science  and  so  to  them,  they  are  completely  blind  to  the  role  science 
plays  in  daily  life.  And  you  see  that  reflected  in  the  amount  of  space 
given  to  them  in  the  media.  It  is  as  simple  as  that.  The  people  who  were 
deciding  what  should  be  reported  have  their  own  values  and  beliefs. 
Increasingly  the  world  is  dominated  by  two  areas,  law  and  business. 

People  see  the  world  that  way.  I am  a geneticist.  I cannot  help  but 
whenever  I'm  in  a group  like  this,  I see  mutants  everywhere,  I mean, 
that's  my  priority. 

Comment:  Thanks  a lot!!  Nice  guy!! 

Alan  Borovoy:  David,  are  you  telling  us  you  see  mutants  here! 

David  Suzuki:  Oh!  Absolutely!!  I want  to  talk  to  you  Alan.  (Ha!  Ha 


Roberto  Verdecchia:  We  are  going  to  have  to  wrap  this  up.  I'm  sure  more 
people  have  questions.  I am  sure  there  are  people  you  can  speak  with 
here.  I would  like  to  thank  first  of  all  the  counselor  John  Adams  and  Dan 


Leckie  for  allowing  us  to  be  here  in  the  room  today,  and  certainly  I would 
like  to  thank,  Alan,  Patrick,  Dave,  Tom  for  being  here,  and  lending  their 
time  and  speaking  to  all  of  you.  And  I would  like  to  thank  all  of  you 
here  for  coming  as  well.  Thank  you! 
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THE  TIME  BOMB 
By  Cecilia  Rodriguez 

"the  government  bet  is  clear,  but  if  you  believe  that  misery  and  military 
pressure  will  make  us  surrender  you  are  wrong... If  you  believe  that  the 
fear  of  defeat  and  destruction  will  oblige  us  to  a sterile  and  lie-filled 
dialogue,  you  are  wrong.  We  have  no  political  future  to  take  care  of,  no 
popularity  index  to  maintain,  no  poll  percentage  to  improve,  no  political 
post  to  win,  no  rotten  political  system  to  salvage.  We  have  nothing,  just 
dignity.  Someone  had  to  say  enough  was  enough,  someone  had  to  have  honor, 
someone  had  to  be  able  to  keep  his  word,  someone  had  to  be  responsible." 
EZLN  Communique,  March  1997 

"Nuevo  Amanecer  Press  has  confirmed  that  between  1996  and  1999,  some  3, 
200  Mexican  soldiers  will  receive  special  training  in  23  U.S.  military 
institutions.  Later  they  will  become  a part  of  what  is  called  Special 
Forces  Aerial  Groups  (GAFE).  According  to  information  from  the  Mexican 
armed  forces,  a general  quarters  will  coordinate  these  units,  similar  to 
U.  S.  "rangers",  which  will  each  be  the  size  of  a company  and  receive 
training  for  developing  special  operations  in  the  desert,  the  mountain  and 
the  jungle  as  well  as  urban  zones .. .their  purpose  is  to  fight  irregular 
forces ..." 

With  each  alarming  report  we  send  you,  we  wonder  how  much  time  there  is. 
The  government  makes  cosmetic  gestures  at  a dialogue  and  simultaneously 
prepares  its  military  machine  Danielle  Mitterand's  visit  is  accompanied 
by  significant  movement  by  the  Mexican  Army,  while  Hermann  Bellinghausen 
of  La  Dornada  becomes  an  "accidental"  target  for  an  armed  patrol  in  the 
midst  of  a rehearsal.  Hundreds  of  indigenous  families  live  the  same 
horror  they  did  in  February  of  95  in  the  mountains  accompanied  only  by 
hunger  and  cold.  International  observers  in  the  communities  are  harassed, 
persecuted,  and  even  "disappeared"  before  being  deported  back  to  their 
countries  of  origins.  How  much  more  time  must  pass  before  things  change 
for  the  Zapatista  communities  which  are  about  to  see  their  4th  anniversary 
in  resistance?  How  much  longer  will  their  patience  endure?  What  will  be 
the  decisive  action  which  will  shift  this  conflict  out  of  its  stagnation? 
Will  it  come  from  the  Zapatistas?  Will  it  come  from  the  federal 
government?  Will  it  come  from  civil  society,  on  a national  and 
international  level?  We  are  of  a mind  that  this  is  not  the  time  to  become 
spectators.  We  still  believe  that  international  pressure  has  a role  to 
play  in  the  outcome  of  this  conflict.  We  believe  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  a special  responsibility.  The  United  States  has  wanted 
to  own  "all"  of  Mexico  since  before  the  country  won  its  independence  from 
Spain.  The  United  States  is  an  originator  of  a strategy  called  "low- 
intensity  war"  and  its  biggest  funder  in  Chiapas.  The  United  States  has 
always  intervened  whenever  people  decide  they  want  to  define  words  like 
"democracy" (most  of  the  world  has  a definition  beyond  the  idea  that  it  is 
just  two  parties  that  say  the  same  thing)  and  "freedom"  (which  some 
believe  is  more  than  a choice  between  different  brands  of  soft  drinks)  for 
themselves.  The  United  States  is  also  a global  "cop",  a taskmaster  which 
imposes  its  consumer  culture,  and  economic  model  on  the  world.  What  is 
that  model?  In  the  United  States, 1%  of  the  wealthiest  Americans  have 
conquered  61.6%  of  the  total  national  wealth  between  1983  and  1989.  80% 

of  the  poorest  North  Americans  share  only  1.2%  of  the  wealth.  There  you 
have  it.  Injustice  deified. 


Those  of  us  in  the  United  States  are  of  the  mind  that  the  Zapatistas  are 
one  of  the  most  powerful  challenges  to  that  model.  They  challenge  every 
kind  of  conformity,  even  "leftist"  conformity,  which  adheres  to  time-worn 
concepts  that  have  already  demonstrated  their  limitations.  Their  example 
is  simple  and  clear;  it  is  not  only  possible  to  change  things,  it  is  our 
collective  responsibility  to  change  things. 

In  response  to  the  difficult  situation  in  Chiapas  we  propose  a 
mobilization  campaign  directed  at  building  momentum  against  the  low- 
intensity  war.  We  believe  we  must  accomplish  three  things; 

1)  reach  out  to  sectors  of  the  general  public  which  have  as  yet  not 
heard  about  the  Zapatista  struggle. 

2)  Utilize  a tool  which  will  demonstrate  extensive  popular  support  for 
their  struggle. 

3)  Measure  people's  willingness  to  undertake  stronger  actions  in  order 
to  exert  pressure  on  the  Mexican  government.  We  have  the  crazy  notion  that 
we  can  recruit  1,111  volunteers  in  the  United  States,  to  get  100  people  to 
sign  a ballot  expressing  opposition  to  U.S.  military  aid  and  concern  about 
the  deteriorating  state  of  human  rights  in  Mexico.  We  think  it  will  mean 

a lot  to  have  111,000  people  in  the  United  States  say  that  they  are  willing 
to  consider  an  economic  boycott. 

The  hope  is  that  these  1,111  people  through  their  tenacity  would  let  the 
governments  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States  know  that  the  Zapatistas  are 
not  alone,  that  the  movement  here  is  more  than  a movement  of  people  who 
only  talk.  We  want  to  let  both  government  know  that  we  are  people  who  act 
because  we  understand  that  this  war  is  a war  against  us  all,  against  human 
decency,  against  human  development.  We  think  our  success  will  mean  a great 
deal.  In  111,000  voices  we  would  like  to  be  able  to  say  to  the  world  that 
the  US's  economic  model  is  dysfunctional.  We  are  looking  for  1,111 

people  to  say  enough  is  enough,  to  have  honor,  to  keep  his  or  her  word,  to 
be  responsible  to  the  example  and  the  hope  which  the  Zapatistas  have  given 
us  with  such  generosity. 

It  is  necessary  for  1,111  of  us  to  stand  with  the  Zapatistas  not  because 
they  need  our  help  but  because  we  need  them.  We  need  their  tranquillity 
in  the  face  of  enormous  odds.  We  need  their  confidence  in  the  power  of 
collective  action.  We  need  their  clarity  about  the  nature  of  our  common 
enemy  for  whom  borders  do  not  exist.  We  need  for  the  possibility  of 
political  struggle  under  a new  framework  to  survive  and  to  prosper  in  a 
dynamic  dialogue  which  can  build  our  ideas  and  experience  for  a different 
kind  of  society. 

Concerned  about  the  imminent  war  in  Chiapas,  people  in  Canada  and  Europe 
are  carrying  out  signature  campaigns  and  taking  over  consulates.  In  the 
United  States  there  have  been  and  will  be  vigils  and  demonstrations  in  San 
Francisco,  Denver,  Sacramento  and  Los  Angeles.  In  Los  Angeles, 
AGUASCALIENTES  LA  has  been  formed.  It  is  a broad  community-based 
coalition  of  groups  which  oppose  the  world  war  against  the  poor.  Together 
they  are  organizing  a Zapatista  Festival  of  Resistance.  It  began  on 
December  10th  with  a march,  rally  and  press  conference.  Following  that, 
the  group  will  sponsor  Aguascalientes  or  Centers  of  Resistance  around  LA 
until  January  1st  which  will  highlight  and  celebrate  4 years  of  Zapatista 
resistance  as  well  as  local  community  resistance  in  LA.  We'll  be  posting 
the  schedule  to  you.  Please  try  and  organize  parallel  events  in  your  city 
or  consider  joining  us  on  New  Years  Eve  for  our  "Rojo  Amanecer  2" 

Zapatista  Bash. 

In  terms  of  ballots  collected  here  at  the  NCDLJ,  we  have  approximately 
700  in  our  database,  which  does  not  include  those  being  collected  around 
the  country.  We  currently  have  204  volunteers,  both  nationally  and 
internationally.  We  are  undaunted  however.  For  people  with  no  financial 
infrastructure,  and  no  media  profile  we  have  averaged  10  recruits  per  day 
and  we  believe  this  number  will  be  expanded.  WE  NEED  MORE  VOLUNTEERS  & 
BALLOTS- -THE  ZAPATISTAS  NEED  YOUR  SUPPORT! 

If  all  the  volunteers  keep  their  word  the  results  will  be  larger  than 
what  was  accomplished  in  September  of  '95  with  the  Zapatista  Consulta.  We 
still  believe  it  is  possible  to  do  more.  Students  tell  us  that  it  is 
finals  time  and  that  they  are  trapped  under  books.  Families  have  the 
responsibility  of  holidays  to  deal  with.  The  recruitment  of  the  1,111 


volunteers  has  therefore  been  extended.  On  January  1st  we  will  announce  a 
second  tally.  We  will  then  announce  a third  tally  on  February  9th,  which 
is  the  anniversary  of  the  military  mobilization  against  the  Zapatistas  in 
1995.  Stand  up  and  say  "Ya  Basta" ! 

"RE : Annual  Language  Post"  

Date:  Sat,  13  Dec  1997  14:06:59  -0400 
From:  mail@netrover.com  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : my  annual  post  re  language 

Newsgroups:  alt. native 
greetings  to  friends  & relations.. 

I first  posted  this  on  Frosty's  bbs  in  Dec  '94.  In  Dec  95  I had  no  phone  & 
in  Dec  96  I was  travelling  back  up  north  visiting,  so  here  it  is  once  more 
(before  my  phone  gets  cut  off  again)  (g).... 

I have  a suggestion  for  New  Years  resolution  for  members  of  our  electronic 
Circle;  consider  learning  the  language  of  your  Nation,  if  you  don't 
already  speak  it.  If  it  was  beaten  out  of  you  or  your  parents  or 
grandparents,  don't  feel  shame  - get  angry!  And  use  that  anger  to  drive 
you  to  take  time,  to  make  time  to  remember  your  mother-tongue,  before  it 
is  too  late. 

Language  is  more  than  simple  words;  it  is  a way  of  seeing  the  world  and 
acting  in  it.  Words  are  like  packages  for  thoughts  and  feelings,  and  the 
imported  'packages'  offered  by  English,  Spanish  or  French  are  so  pitifully 
limited  in  comparison  with  the  only  languages  really  Native  to  this  land. 
They  only  have  4 seasons  for  example,  & only  one  word,  "snow"  to  describe 
what  most  *real*  languages  of  this  land  can  describe  in  10  or  30  different 
ways,  each  different.  "Brother"  "sister"  and  all  the  other  terms  of 
kinship  that  bond  a people's  hearts  together  are  so  much  richer  in  feeling 
than  they  will  ever  be  in  any  euro-language.  The  immigrants  will  never 
*ever*  know  what  this  land  really  is,  what  feelings  it  gives,  will  never 
ever  feel  its  warm  pulse  and  loving  heartbeat  with  the  limits  of  their 
languages . 

Take  the  time.  *Make*  the  time  to  save  this  incredible  treasure  which 
has  been  since  the  world  began.  Make  the  effort  to  learn,  and  use,  your 
own,  real  mother-tongue.  There  is  no  truer  way  to  let  your  Grandfathers 
and  Grandmothers  guide  you.  It  is  their  greatest  gift  to  you.  It  would  be 
the  greatest  gift  you  could  give  to  your  children,  and  to  their 
children . . . 

In  Br . . . 

About  my  suggestion  to  learn  *&  use*  your  language... 

Well,  no  one  says  it's  easy,  but  nothing  of  value  usually  is,  right?. 
Please  think  about  it,  no  matter  how  old  or  young  you  are.  I speak  no  more 
than  a few  words  of  6 or  10  languages  of  true-peoples,  except  for 
Chipwyan-De ' ne ' where  I massacre  about  500-1000  words.  My  family,  (those  who 
"re-borned"  me  so  long  ago  I've  lost  my  beforetime  in  the  mists  of 
Yesterplace)  were  very,  very  patient  with  my  learning.  Since  a few  knew 
some  english  but  refused  to  use  it  with  me  when  I became  family,  I 
complained  like  I'm  sure  your  children  will  complain,  because  what  the 
school  & tv  & all  their  friends  use  is  SO  much  easier!  A small  voice 
inside  you  will  complain  too,  really  loud.  Flang  in  there!  Try  first  using 
your  language  just  at  mealtimes,  when  you  are  all  together,  then  all 
mornings,  or  start  with  one  day  a week,  etc.  Remember  it's  the  little 
everyday  phrases  that  count  most,  so  stop  answering  your  phone  with 
"hello",  etc.  The  important  thing  is  to  stick  to  it.  We  each  have  a 
responsibility  not  just  to  our  children  but  to  all  those  who  are 
gone-but-still-with-us,  who  died  with  the  hope  that  at  least  their  way  of 
speaking,  of  seeing,  of  being,  would  be  passed  on.  Not  by  "the  other  guy', 
not  by  archaeological  records.  By  us.  And  we  have  an  even  bigger 
responsibility  to  those-to-come. . . It  sure  isn't  easy  being  Indian  today. 
25hrs  a day,  day  in  & day  out...,  no  time  off...  It  makes  me  as  angry  as 
it  does  you,  & life  would  be  SO  much  easier  "...being  Indian  on  Saturday 


night  at  the  'Y'..."  (as  Buffy  puts  it  in  hen  song,  "Bury  My  Heart  At 
Wounded  Knee")  but  what's  the  alternative? 

Now  I live  far  away  from  home  for  longtime,  my  De'ne'  is  so  bad  that  it 
cracks  up  children  when  I speak  on  the  all-to-rare  occasions  I get  back  to 
De'ne' deh  (but  I've  always  so  much  loved  hearing  little  people  laugh,  pure  & 
from  the  belly,  maybe  I do  it  on  purpose  I think) . Anyway,  the  latest 
figures  ('96)  from  AFN  (Assembly  of  First  Nations)  here  in  Canada  say  that 
23%-25%  of  all  people  in  Native  language  classes  are  adults,  so  if  they 
are  mostly  Indian  (I  hope!!)  then  the  songs  of  this  land  & its 
true-humans,  the  song-since-forever,  will  go  on. 

Of  course  there  are  going  to  be  words  you  think  impossible  to  translate. 
But  that's  not  true.  ANY  english  phrase  or  word  can  be  translated,  & it 
will  turn  out  to  be  fun  to  try.  I sat  in  (as  Executive  Director  of  The 
Flip-Charts  & Coffee  Coordinator)  when  De'ne'  elders  from  all  the  De'ne' 
communities  wrestled  with  "computer",  (among  many  other  english  terms).  It 
took  4 days  for  20-30  people  there  to  agree.  It  translates  (loosely,  sort 
of)  as  "the  writing/talking/thinking  box-full"  & takes  even  longer  to  say 
in  De'ne'.  They  were  "ROTFL"  a lot  of  those  4 days.  Now  it's  accepted  usage. 
I'm  not  even  going  to  start  telling  you  how  they  finally  translated 
"toilet  paper"...  when  the  elders  noticed  that  I blush  easy  they  showed  no 
mercy  whatsoever!  (Ever  noticed  how  teasing  is  so  much  of  family-talk  in 
Indian  country?  But  it's  not  "poking-fun-at"  words  like  in 
settler-families.  It's  more  caressing,  sort  of  like  tickling  babies.)  What 
I'm  trying  to  say  about  avoiding  translating  words  like  "computer"  is  that 
there  is  always  a way,  always  someone  to  help.  Believe  in  yourself,  in 
your  people  & your  elders.  It  can  be  done.  You  CAN  do  it.  YOU  have  to, 
because  nobody  else  will. 

I'm  not  much  for  shopping  so  I don't  believe  in  Christmas,  but  if  these  2 
posts  brings  even  one  family  to  *consistently*  speak  to  their  children  in 
their  mother-tongue,  I will  feel  like  Santa  filled  my  socks  full  of 
chocolate!  (&  as  I get  older  I find  that  chocolate  is  even  better  than 
sex!  ...  Well...,  almost).  (;-) 

I am  finished,  with  respect...  masi'cho... 

- "RE:  Weasels  & Plastics"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Dec  1997  14:49:57  -0400 
From:  mail@netrover . com  ( justanoldman) 

Sub j : weasels  & plastics  etc. 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 
greetings  to  friends  & relations... 

I've  been  dealing  with  the  issue  of  the  place  of  Euros  in  the  rites  & 
ceremonies  of  the  true-human  peoples  of  this  land  for  a lot  of  years,  & I 
suggest  that  even  the  plastics  have  a useful  role.  Hear  me  out...  (yes 
it's  a long  talk,  but  I'm  a baby-old-man  & need  the  practice.) 

And  to  the  whiners  that  are  about  to  scream,  "Racist!"  at  my  use  of  the 
term  'true-human'  - I remind  folks  that  I know  of  & have  met  at  least  2 
black  people,  a 4 or  5 Japanese,  1 Saami  & 10-12  Euros  who  were  adopted 
into  Indian  families  *by  proper  ceremony*  & THEN  sponsored  into  certain 
rites  & ceremonies  *as  family  members*.  Race  isn't  the  issue  at  all: 
family/clan/Nation/tribal  bonds  are  everything.  You  can't  just  "take  the 
good  parts"  of  Indian  life.  You  live  as  one  with  your  family/clan/Nation, 
laugh,  love,  work,  cry  & die  with  your  people...  THEN  you  may  merit 
sharing  their  "good  parts".  Family,  including  those  who  are 
gone-but-still-with-us  & those-to-come,  isn't  part-time,  Sunday-morning 
stuff  to  true-humans:  You  walk  your  talk  24hrs/day  from  your  first  breath 
(by  birth  OR  by  REAL  adoption)  until  your  last.  No  vacation,  no  time  off 
for  'other  stuff'. 

Years  ago,  when  I was  a young  pup  wandering  around  the  western  plains  part 
of  my-one-true-love  (this  land),  I began  to  hear  of  a few  young  men  of  the 
Cree,  Lakota,  Siksika  & other  Nations  who  just  got  it  in  their  heads  that 
they  were  medicine  people.  They  ignored  the  elders  of  their 


Nations/clans/societies  and  families.  No  one  sponsored  them.  They  just  up 
& decided  that  they  were  "holy  men"  & set  up  their  own  sweats  & held  all 
sorts  of  ceremonies  & left  out  all  the  steps  of  'sponsorship'  by  which  a 
normal  true-human  was  brought  into  contact  with  such  matters.  By 
'sponsorship'  I mean  the  way  that  an  uncle/aunt  or  other  family/clan 
member,  after  judging  your  character,  needs  and/or  capacity,  brings  you  to 
so-&-so's  sweat,  or  such-&-such  Clan's/Society's  ceremony(ies)  & thus 
introduces  you  to  the  grandfathers  unique  to  each  setting.  If  the 
grandfathers  present  there  don't  like  your  spirit,  you'll  never  return. 

Anyway,  at  about  the  same  time  that  these  would-be  medicine  men  started 
up  (I  first  saw  this  strangeness  in  the  1950 's)  the  anthros  & "seekers" 
began  to  realize  that  instead  of  going  to  Tibet  or  some  other  "depository 
of  spiritual  truths"  they  had  "something  similar"  right  here  in  the 
western  hemisphere,  & they  began  to  show  up  thicker  than  fleas  on  an  old 
dog's  ass.  This  created  a big  dilemma  for  elders  of  all  the  Nations:  What 
the  heck  to  do  with  these  poor  fools  that  didn't  realize  that  "spiritual 
truths"  are  in  the  heart  & blood,  passed  from  generation  to  generation? 

Most  of  these  "seekers"  had  amputated  themselves  from  the  only  true 
pipeline  of  such  knowledge...,  their  families. 

The  immigrant  folk  were  (&  still  are)  suffering  from  the  delusion  that 
"family"  is  mom,  pop  & 2.2  kids  (grandma  & grandpa  optional).  On  the  other 
hand,  among  the  true-human  peoples  of  this  land  I know  of  no  one  who  has 
is  part  of  any  family  of  less  than  one  or  two  hundred  to  three  thousand 
persons.  How  sad  life  is  for  these  lost  Euro-folk.  They've  had  to  invent 
stuff  like  'governments'  & 'religions'  & 'pensions'  & 'social  assistance' 

& "seniors'  homes'  & 'police'  & 'prisons',  etc....,  all  that  construction 
to  do  what  REAL  families  did  (&  do)  for  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
years.  What  is  a 'tribe'  or  a real  'Nation'  but  a family  of  families?  All 
other  types  of  "nation-states"  & "societies"  are  sham  & bullshit  created 
by  man  & as  such  cannot,  & will  not  last. 

But  to  get  back  to  my  story...,  here  they  came,  these  "seekers",  asking  to 
participate  in  ceremonies  of  the  true-humans,  & coming  up  with  exactly  the 
kind  of  bullshit  reasons  that  supposedly  gave  them  the  "right"  to  do  so 
that  I've  been  reading  from  the  "seekers  of  spiritual  truth"  on  this 
electric  gizmo  for  the  past  few  months.  It's  the  same  old,  "You  must  be 
racist  if  you  refuse!"  & "Spirituality  is  universal!  Nobody  owns  it!  We 
are  all  one!  etc."  crap  now  that  they  spouted  'way  back  then.  Back  then, 
being  young  & foolish,  I would  simply  beat  the  hell  out  such  "seekers"  & 
stuff  their  inevitable  tape-recorders  & notebooks  where  the  sun  don't 
shine  & that  would  be  the  end  of  their  "quest".  (And  yes,  I did  get 
reprimanded  big-time  by  my  elders  for  my  hot  head  & lack  of  good  manners 
when  they  heard  of  my  'solution'  to  their  dilemma.)  The  dilemma  stemmed 
from  the  sense  of  total  hospitality  & sharing  that  are  the  basic 
foundation  for  the  true-people  of  every  Nation  of  this  land.  If  someone, 
even  a fool,  expresses  a need,  how  can  one  refuse? 

That's  where  the  would-be  medicine  men  came  in  & saved  the  day.  We  didn't 
have  to  really  refuse.  Sort  of.  We  simply  began  passing  on  all  these 
"seekers"  to  what  the  elders  then  called  "the  cowboy  sweats".  We'd  say, 

"You  won't  find  much  here...  We  don't  speak  english  so  good...  We're  not 
too  sure  what  we're  doing,  just  a bunch  of  dumb  poor  people  & old  folks... 
but  if  you  want  the  'real  thing'  you  should  go  to  so-&-so's  place  down  the 
road.  They  even  have  reels  of  'real  prayer  songs'  & pipes  for  sale  over 
there!"  etc.  (Believe  it  or  not,  one  clown  even  had  a light  bulb  in  his 
"sweat"!)  The  misguided  fools  who  ran  these  pretend-ceremonies  were  happy 
because  somebody  was  finally  showing  up  & treating  them  seriously,  & the 
anthros,  'seekers  of  truth  & enlightenment'  & other  idiots  were  happy 
because  they  finally  got  to  participate  in  "real  Indian  ceremonies".  And 
the  true-humans  of  this  land  got  peace  & quiet  when  they  wanted  to  be  with 
their  grandfathers . 

Years  later,  I even  kept  a whole  bunch  of  literature  from  that  clown  who 
called  himself  "Sun  Bear"  in  my  car,  so  that  if  a "seeker"  showed  up  while 
I was  doing  pipe  I'd  rush  to  my  car  after  I finished  & set  him/her/them  on 
the  "real  Indian  way".  It  worked  like  a charm.  It  still  works.  Now  that  I 
live  with  my  grown  children  in  eastern  Ontario,  I send  "seekers"  to  "Dohn 
Doe"  a "high-falutin ' " Indian  who  says  he's  "plugged  into"  the 


grandfathers.  (I  was  fasting  in  Wind  River,  Wyoming,  with  the  guidance  of 
a real  medicine  man,  when  he  first  showed  up  with  his  "visions  & voices". 

He  was  told  to  shutup,  listen,  watch  & learn  but  he  ignored  the  elders  & 
sort  of  "ordained"  himself  as  an  "Indian  High  Priest".  First  sweat  he  ran 
the  rocks  blew  up  & put  3 in  hospital  & he  didn't  clue  in.  He  still 
hasn't...  Asshole.)  Anyway,  they  can  "harry  krishna"  & "halleluja"  all 
over  the  place  at  his  "sweats"  & "ceremonies"  & they're  all  happy  as 
clams.  So  he  writes  "authoritative  books"  on  "true  Native  spirituality"? 

Big  deal.  Who  but  a fool  would  turn  to  a book  to  find  the  spirit? 

Sometimes  I get  fliers  from  the  traveling 

"authentic-Indian-in-a-former-life"  idiots  that  pass  through  town  with 
their  bag  of  crap  at  $500  per  "healing"  & made-in-Taiwan  drums  & I hand 
those  out  too.  (Like  the  turkey-feather  hats  I used  to  make  in  15  minutes 
& sell  to  scavenger-tourists  as  "authentic  ancient  eagle  war  bonnets"  when 
I was  broke  as  a kid.)  The  real  seekers  that  the  grandfathers  send  my  way, 
those  of  the  true-human  peoples  who  are  really  lost,  (&  they're  few  & far 
between)  I turn  towards  the  elders  of  their  home-Nation/family . So  you 
see?  Don't  put  the  plastics  out  of  business.  They  are  useful  as  hosts  for 
the  parasites.  And  there's  another  reason  to  stop  giving  this  non-issue  so 
much  attention;  my  grandfather  will  tell  you... 

One  break-up-time  (the  season  between  winter  & spring)  I was  out  hunting 
with  my  grandfather-in-law.  One  rifle,  3 shells.  Our  village  was  Lutsel'ke' 
(Snowdrift),  on  the  eastern  arm  of  Tu'cho  (Great  Slave  Lake)  in  De'ne'deh 
(NWT) . It  had  been  a really  bad  winter,  50-60  below  for  about  2 months 
straight.  Hardly  any  fish,  lynx  & skunk-bears  got  every  rabbit  in  every 
snare  & no  ptarmigan  flew  into  the  nets  in  the  willows.  There  were  12-15 
adults  & 15-20  kids  in  our  3-room  cabin  & we  were  weak  from  hunger  (no 
'welfare'  then  & all  in  the  families  had  shared  all  their  winter  stores, 
down  to  making  ground-bone  soup.  Even  ate  a few  dogs.)  We'd  been  lying 
absolutely  motionless  in  the  snow  for  hours  & this  moose  he'd  called  was 
almost  close  enough  for  one  good  shot.  He  had  it  in  his  sights.  If  he 
missed  it  was  getting  too  dark  to  got  after  it.  Then  a crazy  weasel  ran  up 
into  his  parka  & it  must  have  been  really  hungry-crazy  'cause  it  started 
chewing  on  him.  He  didn't  move.  5,  10  minutes  later  he  dropped  the  scrawny 
moose  with  one  shot  THEN  he  killed  the  weasel.  We  all  ate  that  night 
(moose,  not  weasel).  If  he'd  paid  attention  to  a few  little  weasel  bites 
we'd  have  risked  sick/dead  kids.  He  kept  his  attention  on  that  fact,  not 
his  little  hurt.  His  lesson  is  for  us  here  today.  Know  what  I mean? 

We  have  children  & elders  still  starving  for  food,  still  dying  for  want  of 
warm,  safe  homes,  still  dying  of  drink  & drugs  & bottled-up  rage  & pain. 

We  have  huge  governments  & corporations  still  hell-bent  on  genocide.  The 
Struggle,  the  REAL  Struggle  continues  & needs  our  attention.  (We  haven't 
heard  any  of  these  "oh-so-genuine-&-oh-so-respectful-seekers"  wanting  to 
share  THAT  part  of  the  "Indian  way",  have  we  now?  Part-time  if  at  all.)  I 
humbly  suggest  that  readers  from  the  Nations  spend  precious  time  & energy 
of  this  all-too-short  life  dealing  with  realities  & let  the  foolish  play 
together  with  their  China-made  drums  & "shamanism".  Let  them  go  play 
make-believe-Indian  with  their  cowboy  sweats  & "authentic  ceremo 
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Es'te  Opunvk' vmucvse  ni-mah-mi-kwa-zoo-min  Aunchemokauhettittea  0 
(NATIVE  AMERICAN  NEWS) 

This  issue  contains  articles  from  NAT-FILM  & Innu-L  lists;  NASC  News; 
Wild  Rockies  InfoNet;  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty; 
Newsgroups : alt . native, soc . culture . native, igc . indig. info 
UUCP  email;  Flawaii  nation  Info;  North  American  Spirit  Lodge 


Articles  appearing  have  been  previously  posted  for  public  dissemination 
and/or  permission  for  inclusion  has  been  secured. 

Letters  of  authorization  are  on  file.  A list  of  those  granting  permission 
to  repost  their  words  in  this  issue  are  listed  at  the  end  of  part  A. 

I thank  each  of  you  for  allowing  your  words  to  be  shared  with  the  people. 

< <<<<  >>>> > 

This  newsletter  is  a way  of  keeping  the  brothers  and  sisters  who  share  our 
Spirit  informed  about  current  events  within  the  lives  of  those  who  walk  the 
Red  Road. 

++  It  may  be  subscribed  to  via  email  by  sending  a request  from  your  own 
internet  addressable  account  to  gars@netcom.com 
++  It  is  archived  at  http://www.nanews.org 


Thanks  to  Borries  Demeler  all  _Wotanging_Ikche_  (part  a)  submissions 
to  AISESnet  are  archived  under  AISESnet  and  can  be  accessed  easily  by 
World  Wide  Web: 

1994:  http: //aises . uthscsa . edu/94_dis . html 

1995 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/95_dis . html 

1996:  http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/96_dis . html 

1997 : http: //aises .uthscsa . edu/97_dis . html 

This  is  a searchable  index  to  the  AISESnet  Discussion  mailing  list 
database  archive,  and  the  keyword  "Wotanging"  will  retrieve  all 
issues  for  that  year. 

Last  week's  quote  by  Arvol  Looking  Florse  included  a typo 

"I  am  just  a common  person,  ikte  wicasa,  should  have  read 

"I  am  just  a common  person,  Ikce  wicasa 
[Thanks  to  D.D.K.  Chipps  for  pointing  this  out] 

"We  do  not  want  churches  because  they  will  teach  us  to  quarrel  about 
God,  as  Catholics  and  Protestants  do.  We  do  not  want  to  learn  that." 

"We  may  quarrel  with  men  sometimes  about  things  on  this  earth.  But  we 
never  quarrel  about  God.  We  do  not  want  to  learn  that." 

Chief  Joseph,  Nez  Perce 


Indian  Pledge  of  Allegiance 

I pledge  allegiance  to  my  Tribe, 
to  the  democratic  principles 
of  the  Republic 


[ The  Indian  Pledge  of  Alleg- 
j iance  was  first  presented 
[ on  2 December  '93  during  the 
I opening  address  of  the  Nat- 
[ ional  Congress  of  American 


I and  to  the  individual  freedoms  | 

[ borrowed  from  the  Iroquois  and  | 

[ Choctaw  Confederacies,  [ 
i as  incorporated  in  the  United  j 
[ States  Constitution,  \ 

\ so  that  my  forefathers  I 
[ shall  not  have  died  in  vain  [ 
+_  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  _+ 


Indian  Tribal-States  Relat- 
ions Panel  in  Reno,  NV.  NCAI 
plans  distribution  of  the 
Indian  Pledge  to  all  Indian 
Nations . 

Walk  in  Beauty!  Night  Owl 


O'siyo  Brothers  and  Sisters! 

The  longest  day  of  the  year  has  come.  Many  have  celebrated  solstice  and 
offered  prayers  our  Mother  will  have  a good  winter  rest.  My  wife  and  I 
send  our  greetings  and  prayers  for  well  being. 


For  those  who  celebrate  Christmas  we  also  send  greetings. 

* 


* 


a-li-he-li-sdi  da-ni-sda-yo-hi-hv  a-le 
i-je  a-de-ti-yi-sgv-i 


(*,*) 

===w=w=== 
gary  (Night  Owl) 
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Providing  a list  of  reliable  contacts  so  that  food  and  clothing  can  be 
sent  to  the  Reservations  with  assurance  that  those  who  need  it  most  will 
receive  it  is  what  this  editorial  space  has  been  dedicated  to  throughout 
this  winter.  Knowing  you  can  do  something  may  not  be  the  same  as  knowing 
you  should,  as  in  a sacred  duty.  There  are  empty  cabinets  and  refrigerators 
on  the  Rez's  and  in  nearby  "Indian"  housing  (a  topic  I will  get  off  my  chest 
later  - maybe  when  the  spring  thaw  comes).  I emcee  some  powwows  and 
festivals  and  dance  at  others.  I see  a lot  of  men  dancers  answer  to  the 

call  for  warriors.  At  this  time  of  the  year  I wish  to  remind  the  men  who 
read  this  newsletter  that  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  warriors  to  see 
that  food  is  provided  for  the  Grandmothers,  widows  and  single  mothers.  I 
think  this  is  a thing  that  is  sometimes  easy  forget.  Don't  lay  it  aside, 
warriors.  It  is  _your_  sacred  duty. 

Word  has  been  sent  of  two  more  possible  contacts.  I am  still  verifying 
some  of  the  information  provided  by  both,  but  am  listing  them  now  because 
I have  found  no  reason  to  doubt  either. 

Date:  Fri,  19  Dec  1997  21:51:11  -0500 
From:  Danet  S <jans@future.atlcom.net> 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH 

c/o  Cassada 

320  N.  31st  #13 

Bismarck,  North  Dakota  58501 

Charitable  organization  founded  and  directed  by  Dawn  & Douglas  Cassada. 
MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses  to  offer  direct  as  well  as  mediation 
assistance  to  the  United  States  American  Indian  Reservations  in  the  form  of 
clothing,  bedding,  food  provisions,  toys  for  the  children,  scholarship 
funding  and  household  provisions. 

This  also  includes  craft  items,  fabrics,  beads,  patterns,  yarns  and  notions. 

MORNING  STAR  OUTREACH  chooses,  because  of  the  census  reports,  to  support 


the  reservations  of  the  Native  Lakota  Sioux  Nation  within  the  United  States, 
South  and  North  Dakota. 


Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  14:03:10  -0800 
From:  POP  ACCOUNT  <holidays@nightwalker . org> 

For  most  people,  this  time  of  year  has  special  meaning  for  one  reason  or 
another.  Whether  you  and  your  family  celebrates  Christmas,  Flanuka,  Kwanza, 
Yule  or  some  other  holiday  celebration,  it  is  generally  consider  a time  of 
year  for  giving,  sharing  and  family.  Since  1986,  Night  Walker  Enterprises 
has  been  dedicating  itself  to  making  sure  that  children  on  reservations  can 
experience  these  same  feelings. 

Last  year,  in  the  1996  pre-Christmas  season,  the  volunteers  of  Night  Walker 
delivered  donated  gifts  and  sweets  to  over  20,000  children  in  reservations 
throughout  the  United  States.  For  many  of  those  children,  that  was  only  gift 
they  received  that  year.  This  year  more  reservations  than  ever  before  have 
requested  Night  Walker's  aid  for  toys  and  candy.  Unfortunately,  this  year 
has  also  seen  the  lowest  number  of  cash  and  gift  contributions  yet. 

Our  goal  at  Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  really  very  simple:  we  want  to 
ensure  that  every  child  on  every  reservation  has  at  least  the  opportunity  to 
receive  one  gift  and  4 ounces  of  treats  for  Christmas.  We  are  still 
struggling,  still  have  not  reached  our  goal  at  this  time.  We  are  confident, 
however,  that  with  the  support  of  caring  people  like  yourself  we  can 
accomplish  our  goals  for  this  holiday  season  and  perhaps  even  beyond. 

We  would  ask  simply  that  you  take  a few  minutes  to  visit  our  web  site  at 
http://www.nightwalker.org/holidays  and  review  the  information  provided 
there.  If  you  find  it  in  yourself  to  help  these  children,  there  is  a link  on 
the  site  there  to  our  SSL  Secure  server  for  online  donations,  or  you  can 
download  and  print  out  a form  that  can  be  mailed  instead.  If  you  do  not 
have  access  to  the  World  Wide  Web,  but  would  still  like  to  help  out,  you  can 
send  an  email  to  donate@nightwalker.org,  and  a donation  form  will  be 
automatically  sent  back  to  you. 

Night  Walker  Enterprises  is  an  all  volunteer,  501(c)(3)  non  profit 
corporation,  and  all  donations  are  tax  deductible  to  the  extent  permitted  by 
IRS  regulations  and  current  US  tax  law. 
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Those  shipping  large  amounts  of  materials  to  reservations  may  have  a great 
opportunity  to  facilitate  your  shipping.  This  arrived  in  this  week's 
email,  and  I have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  pursue  it  further.  I offer 
it  now,  in  hopes  it  will  help  some  in  the  contact  list.  A lot  of 
reservations  are  near  military  facilities. 

PLEASE  let  me  know  how  things  go  if  you  do  attempt  to  use  this  service: 

Date:  Thu,  11  Dec  1997  11:45:42  -0600 
Sub j : transportation  of  relief  materials 
Senders  name  removed  by  request. 

FYI 

For  transportation  of  relief  materials  by  non-profit  agencies  or  groups. 

Telephone  all  of  your  local  congressman's  offices  and  request  in 
writing,  their  assistance  in  obtaining  military  transportation 
assistance.  Then  contact  the  nearest  military  base  with  an  airfield. 
Public  Affairs  Office  (PAO)  and  also  a written  letter  to  the  Base 
Commander  also  requesting  assistance. 

The  military  and  in  particular  the  USAF  has  many  cargo  aircraft  (C-130 
Hercules,  KC-10,  C-141,  C-17  and  C-5).  The  State  Air  National  Guard's 
own  C-130' s and  the  US  Marines  owns  a number  of  C-130  aircraft. 

Flying  Aircrews  require  a number  of  training  flight  hours  per  quarter  to 
maintain  their  Flight  Proficiency.  There  is  always  some  aircraft 
heading  in  the  correct  direction.  The  aircraft  cannot  deliver  to  the 
door  but  can  deliver  to  within  a few  hundred  miles  at  the  most.  Please 
consider  that  some  of  these  aircraft  weigh  140  Tons  or  more  and  will 
"sink"  into  concrete  less  than  18+  inches  deep.  Therefore  they  cannot 


land  at  just  any  airfield  runway. 

The  shipped  materials  must  be  shipped  securely  fastened  on  pallets  (no 
loose  material,  everything  sealed  in  boxes,  some  restrictions  on 
flammables  and  no  propellents  (explosives)).  The  PAO  will  provide  the 
necessary  guidance.  The  local  Flight  Engineers,  Loadmasters  and  even 
Boy  Scouts  will  help  with  the  inspection,  boxing  and  palletizing. 

The  USAF  is  always  hauling  materials  (on  a non-interference  basis 
naturally)  for  charitable  purposes.  No  one  likes  an  empty  cargo 
aircraft . 
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The  tragic  plight  of  our  elders  on  the  various  reservations  is  so  great, 
their  peril  so  real,  their  walk  so  close  to  the  edge  that  I will  continue 
to  feature  contact  addresses  where  you  can  send  donations  of  clothing, 
food,  blankets,  money  to  purchase  fuel  and  repair  throughout  the  winter. 

As  new  contacts  are  received  they  will  be  added  to  the  list.  PLEASE  help 
the  elders.  PLEASE  help  grow  this  list  and  help  ALL  the  elders. 


For  additional  information  or  to  make  donations  contact: 

For  the  Red  Shirt  Community: 

Marvin  Helper 
P.0.  Box  312 
Hermosa,  SD  57744 

For  Porcupine,  Oglala  and  Wounded  Knee: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
% P.0.  Box  8392 
Rapid  City,  S.D.  57709 

For  Truck  loads  & UPS  Shipments: 

Doe  Chasing  Horse 
714  Paha  Sapa  Drive 
Rapid  City,  SD  57701 

From:  Lora  Czarnowsky  <LLC@jhu .edu> 

Adi  Defender 
Project  New  Dawn 
PO  Box  616 

McLaughlin,  SD  57642 

This  is  for  the  various  communities  on  the  Standing  Rock  Reservation. 

Another  contact  is  actually  two  projects:  One  is  Santa's  Workshop  and  the 
other  is  called  Wakanheja  Tipi.  They  are  both  run  by  Liam  Paterson  and  his 
wife. 

Liam  Paterson 
1434  Creek  Road 
Manheim,  PA  17545 
717-665-2727 

From:  tusweca  <tusweca@TWLakes .Net> 

Darlene  Cross 
PO  Box  52 
Kyle  SD  577075 

From:  yona@infi.net 

Toy  drive  going  on  for  the  Cheyenne  River  Reservation  in  Eagle  Butte 
If  you  would  like  to  donate  a toy  or  more  information, 
you  may  contact  me  by  email:  yona@infi.net 

or  phone  me  757-425-7992 . .you  may  also  drop  off  a toy  if  you  are  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  store  Na-va'kee  618  Hilltop  West, 
biah  yazzie 

From:  DORSEY. THOMAS_:+@ALBANY. VA.GOV 
Norma  Grassrope 


Lower  Brule  Reservation 
Lower  Brule,  South  Dakota  57028 
(605)  473-5594 

She  is  the  chair  of  a charitable  group  called  the  Womens  Support  Group. 

From:  Pioquark@aol.com 
Clay  Watson 
Pioneer  Industries 
1100  E.  24th  St. 

Cheyenne,  Wy.  82001 
(307)778-7860 
pioquark@aol . com 

These  donations  will  be  gifted  to  the  Rose  Bud  and  Pine  Ridge  Reservations 
in  South  Dakota  and  the  Wind  River  Reservation  in  Wyoming. 

I'm  on  the  road  a lot,  out  back  loading  the  truck  etc.  PLEASE 
leave  a message  if  there  is  no  answer. . 

**  EDITORIAL  NOTE  ** 

In  the  past  couple  of  weeks,  while  returning  from  a circuit  of  delivering 
donated  items  to  Pine  Ridge  and  Rapid  City  Lakota,  Clay  Watson's  old  Ford 
truck  broke  down.  For  a week  it  sat  on  the  side  of  a road  'til  finally  it 
could  be  towed  in.  The  damage  to  the  engine  was  beyond  repair.  I thought 
until  this  morning  that  I would  be  writing  to  ask  that  people  help  Clay 
find  a new  (or  at  least  working)  engine.  This  morning  we  received  a note 
that  his  brother  found  one,  and  they  *think*  it  will  work.  So  I'm  not  asking 
for  an  engine  today.  What  I am  asking  is  that  we  recognize  that  Clay 
not  only  needs  goods  to  carry  to  Natives  in  need  --  he  needs  a working 
truck  to  carry  them  in  and  fuel.  What  he's  driving  is  a 60s  vintage  Ford  600. 
They're  tough  old  workhorses,  but  the  fact  is  that  something  that  age 
breaks  from  time  to  time  and  it  costs  to  fix  it.  Let's  consider  sending 
Clay  a few  bucks  to  put  in  the  truck  repair  and  gas  kitty  to  help  keep 
him  on  the  road. 

From:  ALBERT  SUN  BUTLER  <abutler@ncsu . edu> 

Ti  Ospaye 
PO  Box  200 
Wanblee  SD  57577 

Supporting  the  elders  through  personal  contact: 

Adopt  A Grandparent 

Mountain  Light  Center 

PO  Box  241 

Taos  NM  87571 

TEL:  505  776  8474 

FAX:  505  776  8050 

For  information  call  800  291-8474. 

email:  agpmlc@aol.com 

For  the  Cherokee,  NC  Rez  and  South  FL  (Now  taking  one  load/week): 

From:  "lonewolf"  <lonewolf@totcon . com> 

Lone  Wolf  -or-  Bob  and  Linda  Crowe 

1060  N.  Bee  St.  2800  West  Highway  5 

Deland,  FI  32720  Bowden,  GA  30108 

770-258-1536 

From  BIGMTLIST 

The  Dineh  could  use  some  blankets  to  help  with  the  cold  winters. 

Bonnie  Whitesinger 
Box  1073 

Hotevilla,  AZ  86030 

Since  UPS  doesn't  deliver  to  PO  boxes,  you  would  have  to  use  parcel  post. 

From:  The  Stones  < jersstone@erols . com> 

Another  organization  you  might  consider  adding  to  your  list  is: 

Lakota  Link 

http: //rtt . colorado.edu/~cameron/LakxotaKxoyag.html 


Ellen  Stone 

The  following  snailmail  addresses  are  included  for  help  to  the  Cherry  Creek 
and  Bridger  communities  on  the  Cheyenne  River  Rez: 

Craig  and  Ruth  Cameron 
LakxotaKxoyag 
P 0 Box  176 

Jamestown,  CO  80455-0176 
Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Marvin  and  Veronica  Holy 
Town  of  Bridger  Representatives 
P.0.  Box  172 
Howes,  SD  57748 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 

c/o  Keeler  and  Freidan  Condon 
Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
P.0.  Box  181 
Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622 

UPS  ADDRESS: 

Lakxota  Kxoyag 
c/o  Keeler  Condon 

Town  of  Cherry  Creek  Representatives 
House  #11 

Cherry  Creek,  SD  57622. 

From:  FNAIC@aol.com 

Walking  Shield  in  Southern  California  regularly  send  truck  loads  of  food, 
clothing  and  needed  items  to  many  reservations.  They  are  located  at  2472 
Chambers  Rd.  Tustin,  CA.  922680  telephone  714-573-1434  Hugh  Stevens  is  the 
boss,  they  will  only  take  fairly  new  and  clean  used  items  - any  new  items  - 
and  donations  form  large  corps.  They  seem  to  be  on  the  up  and  up  and  have 
helped  many  local  reservations  and  native  organizations.  Carol 


From:  leslie@neca.com 

Pathways  to  Spirit  in  Fort  Collins  Colorado 
Contact:  Carmeen  Klausner 
Phone:  970  282  8573 

email  pathways@webaccess.net 

This  group  is  non  profit  and  takes  tractor  trailer  loads  of  clothes  and 
furniture  to  Pine  Ridge  several  times  each  year. 


From:  "g  hindsman"  <tasunke@dmv. com> 

Sub j : Help  for  Families  on  Rez 

Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

All  of  the  donations  are  sorted  and  packed  for  each  family  according  to 
size,  sex  etc.  This  year  we  are  in  particular  need  of  blankets,  space 
heaters,  fans  and  linens  (towels  and  sheets) . We  have  many  toys  and 
clothing  of  all  sizes  but  good  winter  coats  are  always  useful.  We  are 
registered  as  a private  non  profit,  so  receipts  can  be  given  for 
donations.  We  can  always  use  money  donations. 

We  deliver  in  December,  Dune  and  in  August.  We  also  do  mail  deliveries 
occasionally.  Over  the  years,  we  have  made  many  friends  at  Pine  Ridge, 
Rosebud,  the  Crow  Agency  and  others.  We  try  to  help  with  special  requests 
when  we  can.  Morning  Star  has  also  been  a home  away  from  home  for  students 
and  elders  who  are  temporarily  on  the  East  Coast.  Our  headquarters  are 
located  in  Delaware  but  we  have  other  circles  in  Virginia,  New  York,  West 
Virginia,  Maryland  and  soon  in  Florida. 


For  information  about  Morning  Star  you  can  call  or  write  our  Outreach 
Coordinator  at: 


Morning  Star  Fellowship  Circle,  Inc. 

321  Beverly  Place 

Wilmington,  DE  19809  Phone:  302-764-1178 
EMail  - candy  crow@aol.com 


If  any  of  you  have  addresses/contacts  to  add  to  this  list  for  other  Rez' 
PLEASE  email  me  with  them  soon.  Include  some  name/info  for  me  to  verify 
where  gifts  will  be  sent  and  how.  Winter  winds  have  already  brought  snow. 
I am  especially  concerned  about  the  lack  of  contacts  for  the  Montana  Rez's 
email  to  gars@netcom.com 
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Peace!  Night  Owl 

, , Gary  Night  Owl 

(*,*)  P.  0.  Box  672168 

('-')  Marietta,  GA  30067,  U.S.A. 

===w=w=== 

Fax:  770-528-9643 


gars@netcom.com 
gars@nanews . org 
gars@igc.apc.org 
gars@bellsouth . net 
gars@juno.com 


News  of  the  people  featured  in  this  issue 


- Christmas/Leonard  Peltier 

- Judge  Questions  Tribe's  Stance 

- Dineh  Denied  Firewood 

- Gustafsen  Clippings 

- Old  Man  Dancer 

- Protection  of  Intellectual 
Properties 

- Floliday  Message 

- Buffalo  Nations  Alert 

- Judge  Won't  Block  Slaughter 

- Fight  to  Keep  Wolves 

- Canadian  Unity/ 

Indigenous  Genocide 

- The  Showdown  is  Flere 

- Officer  Cited  for  Snubbing 
Sovereignty 

- Tragedy  of  the  Displaced 


1,111  Volunteers  Wanted 

Voisey's  Bay  Environmental 

Assessment 

Voisey ' s Update 

Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en 

Land  Claims 

Fliawatha  Insane  Asylum  Cemetery 
Governor's  Gaming  Threats 
Rez  Public  Safety  Crisis 
Mattaponi  Issue 
Kahoolawe 

History:  Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers 
Native  Prisoner 
A Hundred  Years  Ago 
Poem:  Dawning 

Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 
Conferences  and  Powwows 


RE:  Christmas/Leonard  Peltier 


Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  17:42:01  GMT 

From:  Pbbmicmac@sedona.net  (Robert  Branscombe) 

Sub j : Christmas-Leonard 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

To  all  Leonard  Peltier  Supporters, 

Why  don't  all  of  us  send  a Christmas  Card  to  Leonard,  show  him 
our  support,  show  the  LPDC  our  support  and  put  a donation  in  it. 

With  a million  supporters  out  there,  a dollar  apiece  could  make  a 
major  difference.  No  gift  is  too  small.  What  if  Leonard  is  getting 
ready  to  get  out,  we  sure  have  all  worked  hard  enough,  let's 
remind  him  and  the  LPDC  we  are  behind  him. 

We  should  send  cards  toj  Leonard  Peltier  Defense  Committee 

PO  Box  583 

Lawrence,  Kansas  66044-0583 
Attn:  Kathleen  Christian 
LET'S  DO  IT,  IN  THE  SPIRIT  OF  ANNA  MAE, 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe 


"RE : Judge  Questions  Tribe's  Stance"  

Date:  Tue,  16  Dec  1997  14:33:45  -0600 

From:  Summerfield/Marvin&Linda  <cwyob@mailhost .galstar . com> 


Sub j : Judge  Questions  Tribe's  Stance  on  Indian  Country-Muskogee  Phoenix 


Newsgroups : alt . native , soc . culture. native 

Posted  courtesy  of  your  only  independent  Cherokee  newspaper.  The 
CHEROKEE  OBSERVER.  http://www.cherokeeobserver.org 

The  following  article  was  published  12/16/97  in  the  Muskogee  Daily 

Phoenix 


JUDGE  QUESTIONS  TRIBE'S  STANCE  ON  INDIAN  COUNTY 
Civil  Rights  Lawsuits  Hinge  On  Whether  Tribal  Courthouse 
Is  In  Indian  Country 
By  Donna  Hales,  Phoenix  Staff  Writer 

A federal  judge  is  questioning  the  Cherokee  Nation's  argument  that  its 
tribal  courthouse  in  downtown  Tahlequah  doesn't  sit  in  Indian  country. 

"If  that's  true  - pardon  my  colloquial  statement  on  the  subject  - if  that' 
true,  the  Cherokee  Nation  ain't  much  of  a sovereign,"  Judge  Tom  Brett  said 
in  a November  court  hearing  on  two  civil  rights  lawsuits. 

The  lawsuits  contend  that  county,  state,  and  federal  law  enforcement 
agencies  acted  illegally  when  they  aided  with  Chief  Joe  Byrd's  takeover  of 
the  tribal  courthouse  in  June,  and  again  in  August  when  his  security  force 
rebuffed  an  attempt  by  tribal  marshals  to  retake  it. 

The  plaintiffs  argue  that  the  courthouse  is  on  Indian  country  because  it 
is  land  owned  by  an  Indian  tribe  inside  the  former  reservation  boundaries 
and  can't  be  sold  without  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  They 
say  the  non-tribal  officers  had  no  right  to  be  there. 

The  Byrd  administration  argues  that  the  courthouse  isn't  Indian  country 
and  that  the  officers  were  within  the  law.  But  when  challenged  by 
Councilor  Troy  Poteete  in  a Monday  night  council  meeting,  Byrd  said  he 
wasn't  aware  that  tribal  attorney  Janet  Walters  Purcell  was  arguing  the 
courthouse  square  wasn't  in  Indian  Country. 

During  a break  in  the  meeting,  Byrd  said  he  would  like  the  whole  state 
of  Oklahoma  declared  Indian  Country. 

When  asked  if  in  his  heart  he  believed  the  courthouse  was  not  in  Indian 
country,  Byrd  replied,  "I  really  can't  say." 

The  lawsuits  have  been  combined  and  transferred  to  U.S.  District  Judge 
Michael  Burrage  in  Muskogee  federal  court. 

The  tribes  argument  that  the  state  district  attorney  has  jurisdiction 
over  the  tribal  courthouse  was  an  "interesting  concept",  Brett  told 
Purcell  in  a Nov.  7 hearing. 

He  said  he  understood  why  the  tribe  might  want  to  call  on  the  county 
sheriff  for  help,  "but  to  say  the  principal  tribunal  of  the  Cherokee 
Nation  is  subservient  to  the  district  attorney  for  Cherokee  County,  Okla  - 
you  agree  they  are?" 

Purcell  said  she  did,  adding:  "The  (Oklahoma)  Department  of  Public 
Safety  had  to  provide  Highway  Patrol  people  so  that  people  wouldn't  cross 
the  police  line.  It  was  more  of  a situation  that  was  involved  with  public 
safety  for  all  citizens,  not  just  for  the  sovereign  Cherokee  Nation." 

Brett  again  asked  Purcell  if  the  Cherokee  Nation  Tribunal  was 
subservient  to  the  Cherokee  County  district  attorney.  "You're  not 
prepared  to  say  that,  are  you?"  he  asked. 

"I  would  say  more  there  is  an  equal  footing  with  a cross-deputization 
agreement  and  working  hand-in-hand,"  Purcell  answered. 

She  then  said  the  tribe's  position  is  that  the  courthouse  square  is  not 
Indian  country  and  that  the  tribe  had  to  call  in  state  officers. 

The  two  civil  rights  suits  pit  a total  of  25  plaintiffs  against  state, 
county  and  federal  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  officials  who  took  the  chief's 
side  in  his  predawn  raid  on  the  courthouse  on  June  20.  The  courthouse  is 
the  headquarters  of  the  tribe's  highest  court,  the  Judicial  Appeals 
Tribunal . 

The  suit  challenges  the  legality  of  actions  by  the  non-tribal  officers, 
who  prevented  Cherokee  NAtion  marshals  from  retaking  the  courthouse  on  Aug 
13.  The  Judicial  Appeals  Tribunal  had  ordered  the  marshals  to  retake  the 
building. 

The  plaintiffs  claim  the  defendants  deliberately  prevented  them  from 


entering  the  courthouse,  which  they  contend  is  a public  building. 

They  also  contend  Byrd's  taking  of  the  courthouse  was  an  "illegal  siege" 
and  that  the  non-tribal  officers  defied  an  agreement  to  honor  tribal  court 
orders . 

One  of  the  lawsuits  involves  24  plaintiffs.  More  than  a dozen  of  them 
claim  they  were  tossed  off  a back  porch  of  the  courthouse  by  the 
defendants  when  the  marshals  tried  to  retake  the  building  in  August. 

The  plaintiff  in  the  other  suit  is  attorney  Chad  Smith,  a tribal  member 
arrested  when  he  tried  to  enter  the  courthouse  a few  hours  after  Byrd  took 
control  of  the  building  on  Dune  20. 

County,  state  and  federal  police  officers  wrestled  Smith  to  the  ground 
and  hauled  him  off  to  jail.  Smith  named  the  same  defendants  in  his  suit, 
plus  Byrd. 

The  suits  stem  from  a 10-month-old  constitutional  crisis  that  still 
splits  the  tribe.  Under  a peace  agreement  he  signed  in  August,  Byrd 
reopened  the  courthouse  and  allowed  the  tribunal  justices  and  court 
personnel  to  return  to  their  offices. 

He  also  agreed  to  recognize  the  justices  after  he  led  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  impeach  them. 


EX-CHIEFS  SAY  IT'S  INDIAN  COUNTRY 

Former  Cherokee  chiefs  Ross  Swimmer  and  Wilma  Mankiller  have  signed 
affidavits  in  two  civil  rights  suits  saying  they  believe  the  tribal 
courthouse  sits  on  Indian  country. 

Both  said  the  city  of  Tahlequah  and  Cherokee  County  recognize  the 
courthouse  as  Indian  country.  Mankiller  said  the  state  and  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs  do  also. 

Rennard  Strickland,  former  director  of  the  American  Indian  Law  and 
Policy  Center  at  the  University  of  Oklahoma,  filed  a similar  affidavit. 

Strickland  is  now  dean  of  the  University  of  Oregon  law  school.  He  has 
taught  Indian  law  for  25  years,  focusing  on  the  legal,  cultural  and 
political  history  of  the  cherokee  Nation.  He  edited  the  third  edition  of 
Felix  Colven's  "Handbook  of  Federal  Indian  Law." 

"RE:  Dineh  Denied  Firewood"  

Date:  9:56  AM  Dec  18,  1997 
From:  redorman@plix.com 
Sub j : Dineh  denied  firewood 

Mailing  List:  Big  Mountain  List  <bigmtlist@hotmail . com> 

Dec.  19,  !0am-llam  PST  my  tincan  email  server  will  be  down  for 
maintenance.  Please  use  the  redorman@plix.com  address  if  you  have  to 
email  me  during  that  timeframe.  Thank  you. 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  10:27:29  -0800  (PST) 

From:  LisNa  Red  Bear  <redbearl@elwha.evergreen.edu> 

Action  Alert. 

Dinetah 

Big  Mountain,  Arizona. 

HUMAN  RIGHTS  VIOLATIONS  HAPPENING  IN  NORTHEAST  ARIZONA. 

Stop  the  Human  Rights  Violations  waged  against  the  traditional  Dineh 
elders  and  resisting  families  of  Big  Mountain  Arizona. 

The  traditional  Dineh  who  have  not  signed  the  75  year  accommodation 
agreement  can  no  longer  gather  wood  "legally"  on  their  own  property. 

When  Big  Mountain  residents  went  to  apply  for  a wood  permit  the 
application  was  denied.  They  were  then  threatened  by  Hopi  Tribal  Rangers 
with  arrest  if  caught  gathering  wood.  They  also  were  told  that  if  wood 
was  found  at  the  homes  of  resisting  families  it  would  be  confiscated  and 
the  residents  would  be  arrested  and  taken  to  jail. 

This  is  an  OUTRAGE,  the  20  degree  and  below  climate  is  a death  sentence 
to  these  resisting  families.  The  resisters  are  primarily  Elder 
Grandmothers  and  their  families.  Some  elders  are  alone  or  with  little 


support.  People  must  take  action!!!  ! 

The  call  has  been  made  for  people  to  come  and  bear  witness  to  the  human 
rights  violations  occurring  right  now  at  Big  Mountain,  Arizona. 
Internationally  people  must  defend  the  Dineh's  rights  to  live  on  their 
ancestral  lands.  This  is  the  latest  act  (of  a long  list)  of  forcibly 
depriving  residents  with  basic  human  needs. 

The  multi-national  corporations  backed  by  the  United  States  Government, 
Navajo,  Hopi  Tribal  Governments  are  subjecting  Elderly  Women  and  Children 
to  extreme  injustice  in  order  to  secure  the  expansion  of  ecological 
devastation  via  strip  mining  coal.  They  are  forcibly  withholding  vital 
life  sustaining  heat  and  cooking  materials  from  these  families.  We  must 
stop  the  harassment  and  forcible  relocation,  aka  genocide  of  the 
traditional  Dineh  resisters. 

Let  your  voices  be  heard.  Cry  Out  for  Justice  and  Take  Action!!!! 

Call  Robert  Caroline,  Superintendent  of  the  BIA  and  Hopi  Tribal  Rangers: 
520  738  2225  (His  men  are  making  threats  and  enforcing  genocidal 
confiscation  of  materials) 

For  more  information  Contact:  Olympia  WA:  LisaNa  Red  Bear  360  866  6000 
ext  6105  e-mail  address:  redbearl@elwha.evergreen.edu 
Santa  Barbara,  CA:  Wonono  805  884  0824 
Berkeley,  CA:  Arlene  Hamilton  707  823  6317 
Oakland,  CA:  Paul  Blumm  510  834  7208 
PLEASE  FORWARD  TO  ALL  SUPPORTERS!!! 

You  are  on  the  BIGMTLIST,  a moderated  mailing  list  of  Big  Mountain 
relocation  resistance  information  (not  discussion  or  debate). 

For  non-list  members  receiving  this  post  as  a forwarded  message,  you  may 
subscribe  by  emailing  rdorma@tincan.tincan.org  with  the  word  "subscribe"  i 
the  subject  header.  For  Big  Mountain  and  other  activist  internet  resources 
visit  "The  Activist  Page"  at  http://www.plix.com/~users/redorman/ 

"RE : Gustafsen  Clippings"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Dec  1997  01:37:29  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Gustafsen:  More  clippings 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
[Please  note:  The  following  mainstream  news  article  may  contain 
biased  or  distorted  information  and  may  be  missing  pertinent  facts 
and/or  context.  It  is  provided  for  reference  only.  --  S.I.S.I.S.] 

ONE  LAST  STAND 

A Supreme  Court  decision  adds  more  weight  to  calls  for  a Gustafsen  Inquiry 
Monday  Magazine,  Dec.  18-24,  1997,  Page  14,  by  Sherryl  Yeager 

Two  imprisoned  Gustafsen  Lake  standoff  participants  hope  to  appeal  their 
convictions  on  the  grounds  the  BC  government  had  no  jurisdiction  to  pit 
the  RCMP  and  military  against  their  small  band  of  native-rights  activists. 
And  in  a small  irony,  a Supreme  Court  of  Canada  ruling  last  week  in  an 
unrelated  case  boosts  their  position.  Jones  Ignace  and  James  Pitawanakwat 
presently  face  several  years  in  prison.  Ignace,  also  known  as  Wolverine, 
received  the  heftiest  sentence  of  the  18  people  charged  after  the  armed 
standoff:  four  and  a half  years  for  mischief  endangering  life  and 
discharging  a firearm  at  police.  He  was  acquitted  of  attempted  murder. 

Ignace  was  seen  by  police  and  Crown  lawyers  as  a ringleader  for  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  group,  which  was  protecting  sacred  Sundance  grounds  on  a 
cattle  ranch  just  outside  of  100  Mile  House  in  the  late  summer  of  1995. 
Four  hundred  RCMP  officers  and  military  personnel  were  brought  against  the 
small  band  that  refused  to  leave  the  site.  Pitawanakwat,  also  known  as  OJ, 
is  serving  three  years  for  mischief  endangering  life  and  possession  of  a 
weapon.  The  majority  of  the  protesters  were  convicted  of  mischief  to 
private  property  and  given  much  lighter  sentences.  Last  week,  Canada's 
highest  court  ruled  that  a decade-old  land  claims  case  brought  by  the 
Gixsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  of  northern  BC  must  be  retried  or  negotiated  to  a 
satisfactory  resolution.  A BC  court  had  found  that  first  nations' 


aboriginal  title  was  extinguished  at  the  time  of  colonization. 

The  Supreme  Court  justices  disagreed  finding  that  aboriginal  title  can't 
be  extinguished  by  any  less  than  the  federal  government.  The  decision 
echoes  the  argument  of  Ignace,  controversial  lawyer  Bruce  Clark,  and  20% 
of  BC's  first  nations,  who  believe  the  province  has  no  jurisdiction  over 
aboriginal  people  where  treaties  have  not  been  signed.  But  supporters  of 
the  imprisoned  standoff  participants  see  the  Supreme  Court  decision  as  a 
small  victory,  and  even  as  further  proof  of  the  judicial  system's  efforts 
to  stymie  the  cause  of  native  people.  "In  the  last  10  years,  we  have  been 
raising  the  issue  of  jurisdiction  so  many  times  in  different  arenas  - with 
the  justice  of  the  peace,  in  provincial  court,  in  international  courts. 
[Ignace]  and  I were  making  plans  on  how  to  raise  it  again  in  Supreme  Court 
before  Gustafsen  Lake,"  says  Harold  Pascal. 

Pascal  is  a gravekeeper  for  the  LiL'Wat  first  nation,  which  has 
traditional  territories  in  the  Whistler-Pemberton  area.  Like  Ignace, 

Pascal  has  argued  worldwide  for  native  sovereignty,  often  working  with 
Clark.  "We  as  indigenous  people  came  to  a conclusion  about  our  rights  and 
the  priority  for  getting  them  entered  in  international  law  long  before 
Clark,"  says  Pascal.  "He  came  along  and  was  someone  who  agreed  with  us, 
and  he  has  been  smeared  into  oblivion."  In  court,  Clark  has  challenged 
BC's  jurisdiction  over  first  nations'  land  more  than  30  times,  and  was 
repeatedly  told  the  question  had  been  decided  by  the  Gixsan-Wet ' suwet ' en 
case.  With  the  Supreme  Court's  ruling  last  week,  the  argument  must  start 
at  the  beginning  and  aboriginal  people  are  caught  in  the  legal  loop,  says 
Pascal.  "It's  an  obvious  conspiracy  on  behalf  of  the  judicial  community  on 
the  issue  of  jurisdiction,"  says  sovereigntist  Bill  Lightbown. 

Meanwhile,  the  sovereigntists  are  optimistic  a public  inquiry  into  the 
Gustafsen  Lake  standoff  will  eventually  be  called.  "There  is  so  much 
stuff,  that  is  so  dirty,  it  IS  going  to  happen.  It  has  to  happen.  From  the 
Prime  Minister  all  the  way  down  - it  involves  the  media  and  its  campaign 
of  hate  propaganda,  to  the  amazing  disappearance  of  the  media  in  the 
trial,  to  the  denial  of  counsel  of  choice,  to  the  amount  of  firepower  that 
was  discharged,  to  shooting  an  unarmed  woman,"  lists  Victoria-based 
activist  Dohn  Shafer.  Key  among  the  issues  supporters  want  an  inquiry  to 
address:  Why  did  RCMP  sharpshooters  fire  on  unarmed  camp  inhabitants  who 
were  in  an  agreed-upon  safety  zone?  (This  was  captured  on  police 
surveillance  tape.)  Why  were  powerful  plastic  explosives  used  to  blow  up  a 
camp  truck  that  was  heading  out  to  meet  a negotiating  group?  (Also 
captured  on  tape.)  What  was  the  extent  of  the  involvement  of  the  military, 
and  why  was  military  force  condoned  by  the  federal  government?  Why  were 
400  police  officers  and  the  military  called  in  to  arrest  less  than  20 
people?  Why  did  police  not  correct  erroneous  releases  to  the  press,  such 
as  claims  camp  inhabitants  stalked  them  through  the  night  after  shooting 
out  a truck  mirror,  when  their  own  investigation  revealed  the  mirror  was 
broken  by  a tree  branch? 

While  there  is  international  support  for  an  inquiry,  Shafer  and  his  fellow 
members  of  Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty  (S.I.S.I.S.)  are 
barely  being  heard  in  the  halls  of  BC's  legislature.  Along  with  thousands 
of  signatures  on  petitions,  S.I.S.I.S.  has  received  letters  of  support  for 
an  inquiry  from  indigenous  rights  groups  in  Switzerland  and  Belgium,  the 
Green  Party  of  the  European  parliament,  the  Centre  for  Constitutional 
Rights  in  Munich,  and  the  Mayan  people  in  Guatemala.  And  although  many 
sovereigntists  view  the  Assembly  of  First  Nations  as  a collection  of 
puppet-governments  toadying  to  the  feds,  they're  pleased  the  assembly's 
delegates  have  passed  a resolution  calling  on  their  leadership  to  lobby 
for  an  inquiry. 

Lightbown  says  the  media  isn't  pursuing  the  story  about  the  need  for  an 
inquiry  because  it  doesn't  want  the  extent  to  which  it  was  suckered  and 
complicit  in  the  police  operation  exposed.  Asked  why  the  media  would  come 
to  the  inquiry  when  reporters  rarely  appeared  at  the  months  long  Gustafsen 
Lake  trial,  Shafer  replied,  "I  don't  care  if  the  media  come.  They  are 
pathologically  inclined  to  lie  on  this  issue.  One  of  the  things  that  is 
going  to  come  out  is  to  what  degree  members  of  the  media  were  actively 
involved  in  information  gathering  for  the  RCMP." 

Those  demanding  an  inquiry  believe  a conspiracy  to  suppress  the  Gustafsen 


Lake  camp  inhabitants  reached  as  high  as  the  prime  minister,  who 
authorized  the  Canadian  army's  role  in  the  standoff.  They  believe  the 
purpose  of  the  all-out  armed  show  with  police  and  military  was  to  prove 
the  NDP  government  was  not  soft  on  native  activists  and  to  raise  the 
party's  standing  in  the  polls.  The  underlying  motivation  uniting  the 
police  and  various  political  parties  around  the  standoff  is  racism,  Shafer 
says  plainly.  He  and  Lightbown  argue  racism  is  also  the  reason  the 
provincial  Liberal  and  Reform  parties  are  not  calling  the  NDP  to  account. 
Since  the  New  Democrats  are  the  traditional  supporters  of  human  rights, 
when  they  trample  them,  the  Liberals  and  Reformers  become  their  allies 
rather  than  opponents.  "It's  not  just  the  government,  it's  the  state 
that's  feeling  threatened.  The  state  is  academia,  the  business  community," 
[etc. ] says  Shafer. 

S.I.S.I.S.  members  even  hope  an  inquiry  will  answer  such  small  "p" 
political  questions  such  as  why  non-natives  with  links  to  environmental 
groups  were  in  the  camp.  Shafer  argues  that  environmentalists  don't  want 
aboriginal  people  to  regain  control  over  their  land,  because  that  could 
mean  resource  extraction.  And  while  the  sovereigntists  insist  the  camp 
inhabitants  were  united  during  the  police  siege,  they  are  suspicious  that 
the  environmentalists  were  not  with  them  from  the  outset.  On  Dec.  4, 

Monday  reported  on  a group  of  prominent  standoff  participants  who  say 
there  is  now  a rift  between  those  who  stood  at  Gustafsen  Lake  to  defend 
native  religious  freedom,  and  sovereigntists  like  Ignace  and  Pitawanakwat . 
"It's  amazing  how  people  changed  - these  now  peaceful  and  spiritual  people 
were  some  of  the  most  aggressive  proponents  of  other  methods.  Let's  just 
leave  it  at  that,"  Shafer  says. 

The  lobbyists  for  an  inquiry  are  gathering  little  support  from  other 
official  agencies.  Although  they  want  human  rights  abuses  surrounding 
Gustafsen  Lake  exposed,  the  Human  Rights  Commission  has  not  accepted  their 
complaint.  Lightbown  says  just  one  example  of  the  disregard  for  human 
rights  was  the  removal  of  evidence.  During  the  trial,  police  officers 
admitted  firing  22,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  but  could  not  account  for  an 
additional  77,000  rounds  that  were  ordered.  Lightbown  believes  the  shots 
were  fired  into  a grove  of  trees  near  the  activists'  encampment  during  a 
firefight  between  Ignace  and  police  in  armoured  personnel  carriers.  "They 
clearcut  all  the  trees  after  the  standoff,  but  before  the  media  tour.  All 
the  small  trees  were  mowed  down.  They  cut  out  that  evidence  and  burned  the 
cabin  down  to  keep  hidden  how  many  rounds  they  fired." 

Lightbown  adds  that  supporters  combed  the  camp  area  with  a metal  detector 
and  recovered  only  108  shells  fired  by  the  inhabitants.  He  believes  only  a 
higher  spirit  prevented  the  standoff  participants  from  being  injured  or 
killed  by  the  superior  firepower  of  the  police  or  the  military.  It  is 
perhaps  the  greatest  irony  that  while  first  nations  people  call  into  the 
wind  for  an  inquiry  into  Gustafsen  Lake,  a dose  of  pepper-spray  on 
university  students  protesting  the  APEC  conference  at  UBC  last  month  is 
bringing  heat  on  police  and  Prime  Minister  lean  Chretien.  Lawyers, 
politicians  and  the  media  are  alleging  excessive  force.  At  APEC,  though, 
the  weapon  was  cayenne,  and  the  silencing  was  taking  away  signs.  At 
Gustafsen  Lake,  it  was  snipers'  bullets  and  a legal  argument  that  has  yet 
to  be  heard. 

Letters  to  Monday  Magazine:  letters@monday.com 
editorial@monday.com 
Please  cc  to:  sisis@envirolink.org 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 


RE:  Old  Man  Dancer 


Date:  Thu,  18  Dec  1997  10:47:23  -0600 
From:  "William  Brandon"  <redberd@usit . net> 

Sub j : old  man  dancer 

Newsgroup:  alt. native 

This  past  summer  I had  the  privilege  of  attending  a Sundance  in  the 
Northern  Plains  as  a supporter  of  an  honoree.  I had  checked  with  the 
organizer  and  others  to  make  sure  that  my  attendance  would  be  ok  (I  am  an 
euro-celtic-american) . Everyone  assured  me  that  my  presence  would  not  be 
a problem.  When  I got  to  the  site  it  was  easy  to  understand  this 
assurance  - 1/2  of  the  people  were  NA,  1/2  were  white  (dyed  reddish  yellow 
with  iodine),  and  1/2  were  whatever.  The  whites  were  there  on  summer 
vacation  and  seemed  to  be  having  a good  time  (roughing  it  "Indian"  style). 
The  NAs  were  trying  to  prepare  themselves  for  this  holy  time  - you  could 
see  it  in  their  faces. 

Around  the  Circle  sat  vehicles  from  all  over  the  US,  including  some  vans 
marked  for  a Unitarian/Universalist  church.  As  time  neared  for  the  Tree 
of  Life  to  enter  you  could  see  the  dancers  under  the  arbor  anticipating 
the  arrival.  The  wonderful  old  cottonwood  was  lowered  to  the  ground 
gently  as  if  putting  a baby  to  bed,  the  words  and  prayers  were  said.  Then 
came  the  rope  tying. 

The  whites  ran  out  first  (as  if  it  were  a contest)  followed  by  young  and 
middle-aged  NAs  and  finally  the  elders.  There  was  one  old  man  with  the 
scars  of  many  ceremonies  that  was  the  last  to  come  out.  Such  a wonderful 
look  on  his  face  - bold  and  determined.  He  seemed  to  be  in  pain  judging 
by  the  way  he  walked;  but,  he  had  arrived  at  the  tree  only  to  find  that 
there  was  no  room  for  him  to  tie  on.  I knew  that  he  had  a pledge  to 
fulfill  but  he  was  totally  frustrated  by  the  situation.  I could  see  his 
face  and  his  eyes.  Those  dark  eyes  were  ringed  with  tears  as  in  utter 
despair  he  walked  away  with  his  rope  in  hand. 

I had  never  really  understood  the  cultural  conflict  until  that  day.  My 
host  and  I left  greatly  saddened  by  what  had  occurred.  I do  not  know  if 
it  was  a red/white  thing  or  if  it  was  a case  of  lack  of  knowledge.  Either 
way  I knew  that  I could  not  attend  another  Sundance.  That  memory  will 
always  haunt  me. 

Close  the  ceremonies  to  non-NAs;  until  the  day  (if  it  ever  comes)  that 
we  as  non-indigenous  persons  can  learn  the  ways  and  honor  the  traditions. 

Sorry  for  the  long  discourse  but  this  has  been  stuck  in  my  throat  for  a 
long  time. 

>From  an  observer  on  this  NG  for  a long  time. 

William 


"RE : Protection  of  Intellectual  Properties"  

Date:  Mon,  22  Dec  1997  16:08:55  -0500 

From:  "Mohawk  Nation  Office"  <mnation@cyberglobe. net> 

Sub j : Mohawk  Nation  at  Kahnawake  Position  on  the 

Protection  of  Intellectual  Properties  From  Commercial  Misuse 

UUCP  email 
Shekon, 

Women,  men,  Rotianer,  Iotianer  and  children  of  the  Longhouse  at 
Kahnawake  extend  to  you  a greeting  and  thanksgiving.  We  are  hopeful  that 
this  communication  finds  all  of  you  in  good  held  in  mind  and  body. 

This  is  to  inform  you  that  the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Band  Council  is 
embarking  on  a trade  project  that  affects  all  Haudenosaunee.  We  have  been 
made  aware  that  a trade  agreement  is  to  be  signed  January  18,  1998  in 
Mexico  City.  All  negotiations  have  been  done  behind  closed  doors.  This 
project  is  named  "Project  OK"  and  will  be  using  Haudenosaunee  symbols  and 
sacred  Wampum  belts  which  will  be  mass-produced  by  Mexico  and  sent  back  to 
the  Americas  for  distribution  and  sale. 

We  urge  all  Haudenosaunee  and  supporters  to  help  stop  this 


exploitation  of  oun  intellectual  properties  that  belong  to  the 
Haudenosaunee  and  not  to  Canadian  citizens.  We  have  attached  the  "Mohawk 
Nation  at  Kahnawake  Position  on  the  Protection  of  Intellectual  Properties 
From  Commercial  Misuse."  We  need  to  act  quickly,  as  there  is  little  time 
left.  We  ask  that  all  the  communities  and  supporters  send  out  letters  to 
the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Band  Council,  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  the 
Mexican  Government  voicing  concern  and  opposition  to  this  Agreement. 

Nia :wen . 

Grand  Chief  Joseph  Tokwiro  Norton 

Mohawk  Council  of  Kahnawake  - Office  of  the  Council  of  Chiefs 
P.0.  Box  720 

Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory 
J0L  1B0 

Honorable  Jean  Chretien,  Prime  Minister  of  Canada 
House  of  Commons 
Ottawa,  Ontario 
K1A  0A6 

***An  address  for  the  Mexican  Government  is  to  follow*** 

Mohawk  Nation  at  Kahnawake 

Position  on  the  Protection  of  Intellectual  Properties  From  Commercial 
Misuse 

The  Mohawk  Band  Council  of  Kahnawake,  calling  themselves  the  'Mohawks  of 
Kahnawake',  will  be  signing  an  international  trade  agreement  January  18, 
1998;  the  Band  Council  has  drafted  regulations  and  is  taking  patents  or 
ownership  on  cultural  symbols  and  intellectual  property  which  belongs  to 
all  Haudenosaunee  Peoples  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  owners. 

For  centuries  the  Indigenous  people  of  the  Americas  have  been  losing  our 
cultural  property  and  today  we  are  left  struggling  to  preserve  what  is  left 
of  our  cultural  identity  and  to  maintain  our  collective  and  individual 
traditional  practices. 

Cultural  or  Intellectual  Property  refers  to  a design,  product  or  technical 
process,  such  as  wampum  belts,  which  is  protected  by  means  of  copyright, 
trademark  or  patent.  This  protection  grants  the  inventor,  an  individual  or 
corporation,  the  exclusive  right  to  use  the  property  or  to  earn  royalties 
by  renting  or  selling  its  use.  Exclusive  rights  to  intellectual  property 
are  legally  granted  as  a reward  for  developing  it.  The  preamble  of  the 
UNESCO  (United  Nations  Educational,  Scientific  and  Cultural  Organization) 
"Convention  on  the  Means  of  Prohibiting  and  Preventing  the  Illicit  Import, 
Export  and  Transfer  of  Ownership  of  Cultural  Property"  adopted  at  its 
sixteenth  session  in  Paris  on  November  14,  1970  reads  as  follows: 
"Considering  that  cultural  property  constitutes  one  of  the  basic  elements 
of  civilization  and  national  culture,  and  that  its  true  value  can  be 
appreciated  only  in  relation  to  the  fullest  possible  information  regarding 
its  origin,  history,  and  traditional  setting." 

This  UNESCO  convention  is  meant  to  stop  the  illicit  import,  export,  and 
transfer  of  ownership  of  cultural  property  and  was  the  first  major  step 
taken  by  the  United  Nations  to  address  centuries  of  plunder  of  Indigenous 
cultural  property.  However,  misuse  or  outright  theft  continues  today. 

The  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Band  Council  has  no  authority  from  the  Confederacy  to 
represent  the  sovereign  Mohawk  Nation.  The  "Oaxaca-Kahnawake  Trade  and 
Commerce  Convention"  or  "Project  OK"  to  be  signed  on  January  18,  1998; 
between  the  Government  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  the  Canadian  Government, 
the  State  of  Oaxaca,  the  Indigenous  Peoples  of  Oaxaca  and  the  Kahnawake 
Mohawk  Band  Council  representing  themselves  as  the  'Mohawks  of  Kahnawake'; 
is  an  international  trade  project  that  affects  all  Haudenosaunee.  The  Band 
Council  is  an  arm  of  the  Canadian  Government.  In  actuality,  the  Mohawk 
Nation  consists  of  seven  different  communities  on  both  sides  of  the 
so-called  Canada/United  States  border  (Kahnawake,  Wahta,  Akwesasne, 
Kanienkeh,  Tyendinega,  Six  Nations  Reserve  and  Kahnesatake)  with  the  ability 
to  make  Treaties  and  international  agreements  as  affirmed  by  natural, 
constitutional  and  international  law.  The  Kanienkehaka  constitution  is  the 
Kaianerekowa,  or  Great  Law  of  Peace.  Those  who  uphold  the  Canadian 
Constitution  through  the  Indian  Act  system  are  legally  not  Haudenosaunee. 
Therefore,  any  trade  agreements  made  on  behalf  of  the  Mohawk  Nation  by  the 


Band  Council  are  not  valid. 

This  Agreement  is  "to  establish  necessary  agreements  and  support  structures 
to  market  and  sell  primary  and  manufactured  products  (both  from  Oaxaca  and 
Canada)  throughout  North  America  and  eventually  to  European  and  other 
markets  under  an  'Indians  of  the  Americas'  Label."  Essentially,  this  is 
supposed  to  curb  the  flow  of  non-Indian  imitation  arts  and  crafts 
manufactured  elsewhere  and  sold  around  the  world,  except  that  it  has  the 
effect  of  limiting  ownership  of  Iroquois  symbols  and  their  use.  Within 
three  months  of  the  signing,  an  Indigenous  Trade  and  Commerce  Commission 
will  be  set  up  to  mediate  and  arbitrate  all  matters  relating  making  and 
marketing  of  Iroquois  arts  and  crafts. 

This  Commission  will  oversee  the  research,  negotiation  and  completion  of 
all  trade-mark,  patent  and  other  intellectual  property  right  protection 
systems  not  only  regarding  Mohawks  but  other  indigenous  trade  in  products 
or  services.  In  effect,  this  agreement  subordinates  ancient  Mohawk 
sovereignty  under  Canada  and  Mexico  and  sets  up  a non-Indigenous  commission 
to  certify  and  regulate  the  use  of  Mohawk/Iroquois  cultural  property  which 
belongs  to  all  Haudenosaunee  Peoples. 

This  Agreement  will  decide  who  can  and  cannot  manufacture  Mohawk/Iroquois 
goods  in  trade  and  commerce  between  Canada  and  Mexico  or  "other  markets" 
and  involves  the  regulation  of  all  labels,  trade-marks,  patents  or  other 
intellectual  property  protection  by  the  Commission.  Those  who  wish  to  be 
included  under  the  Agreement  have  to  agree  to  be  regulated  by  the 
Commission . 

The  Haudenosaunee  Council  of  Chiefs  have  already  taken  steps  to  protect 
the  Haudenosaunee  People  against  such  violations  and  theft  of  cultural 
property  as  set  out  in  a February  2,  1986  Communique': 

"The  Haudenosaunee(also  known  as  the  Six  Nations  Iroquois  Confederacy), 
and,  each  member  nation  (Mohawk,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Cayuga,  Seneca  and 
Tuscarora)  separately  and  collectively  claim  all  sacred  objects,  human 
remains,  and  traditional  territory  as  our  cultural  patrimony,  and  our 
national  cultural  treasures  'The  chiefs,  clanmothers,  faithkeepers,  and 
members  of  our  contemporary  traditional  medicine  societies  and  the  people 
that  they  serve  are  the  rightful  owners  and  authorities  of  our  cultural 
patrimony  and  our  national  cultural  treasures. ' It  is  the  obligation  and 
trust  responsibility  of  each  succeeding  generation  of  chiefs,  clanmothers, 
faithkeepers,  and  members  of  the  Haudenosaunee  to  preserve  our  patrimony 
and  national  cultural  treasures  for  the  seventh  generation  to 
come  - Therefore,  the  disturbance,  destruction,  and  theft  of  our  patrimony 
is  a violation  of  our  human  rights;  a violation  of  our  group  rights;  and  a 
violation  of  the  religious  and  spiritual  welfare  of  our  people  - Therefore, 
all  other  entities  are  secondary  and  must  give  way  to  the  Six  Nations  of 
the  Haudenosaunee  and  our  people  as  the  ultimate  and  final  title  holder  of 
our  patrimony." 

This  includes  the  theft  of  ownership  as  proposed  in  the  Agreement. 

In  the  past  we  have  had  to  pressure  museums  and  wealthy  entrepreneurs  to 
not  exploit  our  sacred  treasures  for  profit  and  without  our  free  and 
informed  consent  or  permission.  Today  it  is  Mohawks  governed  by  the 
Canadian  Government  Indian  Act  who  are  taking  advantage  of  the  political 
gains  Haudenosaunee  nationalists  have  made  internationally.  This  foreign 
entity  "Mohawk  Council  of  Kahnawake"  is  violating  Haudenosaunee  Law  for 
profit . 

The  main  result  of  the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Band  Council  entering  into  any 
international  agreement  is  the  subordination  of  national  Mohawk  sovereignty 
which  the  Haudenosaunee  Peoples  as  a collective  have  been  defending  for 
centuries.  Also  because  the  Agreement  will  be  regulated  by  foreign 
entities  this  will  result  in  a change  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Mohawk 
Nation  which  will  ultimately  affect  basic  Mohawk  rights  in 
self-determination,  return  of  lands  and  resources  which  make  up  our 
identity.  Patenting  of  our  intellectual  property  by  outsiders  is  being 
promoted  by  the  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Band  Council's  entry  into  an  agreement 
with  the  Mexican  and  Canadian  governments  and  is  not  supported  by  the 
Mohawk  Nation  at  Kahnawake. 

Passed  and  Sealed  by  the  People's  Council,  Kahnawake  Mohawk  Territory 
December  21,  1997 


Mohawk  Nation  Office  - Kahnawake  Branch 
Visit  our  new  site! 

http: //www. cyber globe . net /user s/mnat ion 

"RE : Holiday  Message"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  97  12:32:07  PST 
From:  Wild  Rockies  InfoNet 
Sub j : Holiday  Message 

UUCP  email 

Holiday  Message 

To:  All  who  care  about  our  National  Forests 

Whether  you  celebrate  Christmas,  Hanukkah, 

Kwanza,  the  New  Year,  or  the  druidic  calendar: 

Please  take  the  time  to  send  U.S.  Forest  Service  Chief  Michael 
Dombeck  a holiday  card. 

We  are  serious.  Right  now,  the  Clinton  Administration  is  pondering 
a very  important  decision  affecting  our  National  Forests. 

They  are  considering  a plan  that  could  end  logging  and  new  road 
building  in  forest  areas  that  don't  t have  logging  roads  yet.  This  is 
very  important  because  it  would  help  protect  many  of  our  National 
Forests'  most  significant  remaining  natural  habitats,  safeguard 
potential  new  wilderness  areas,  and  stop  damage  to  many  pristine 
forest  streams.  A strong  nation-wide  roadless  policy  is  a possible 
outcome  of  the  current  deliberations  inside  the  Forest  Service. 

Never  before  has  a Chief  of  the  Forest  Service  dare  raised  the 
specter  of  protecting  roadless  areas  nation-wide.  Chief  Dombeck 
should  be  encouraged  in  his  current  endeavor  to  adopt  the 
strongest  policy. 

In  your  holiday  card  to  Chief  Dombeck,  please  ask  him  to  protect 
all  roadless  areas  over  1,000  acres  from  new  roadbuilding  and 
logging.  Also  ask  him  not  to  exclude  any  forests  --  particularly  those 
in  Alaska  and  the  Pacific  Northwest  from  these  important 
protections  (FYI--  opponents  to  the  roadless  policy  are  pushing  for 
exemptions  in  these  areas,  not  unlike  the  Grinch  who  stole  the 
Who's  Christmas  Tree). 

You  can  give  a gift  back  to  the  earth  this  holiday  season  by 
sending  a Holiday  Card  to  Chief  Dombeck--  it's  fun  for  the  whole 
family,  especially  the  children.  Tell  your  friends,  relatives, 
colleagues,  and  members  of  your  community  to  join  in  the  fun. 

Oh,  don't  forget  to  wish  the  Chief  a Happy  Holiday  and  successful 
Roadless  New  Year. 

Address : 

Chief  Michael  Dombeck 
U.S.  Forest  Service 
Auditors  Building 
201  14th  Street,  SW 
Washington,  DC  20090 
PLEASE  DISTRIBUTE  WIDELY 

"RE;  Buffalo  Nations  Alert"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  13:37:47  -0500 

From:  Buffalo  Nations  <buffalo@wildrockies.org> 

Subject:  buffalo  nations  update 

UUCP  email 

*********BUff alo  Nations  Alert******** 

Department  of  Livestock  "inspectors"  came  to  West  Yellowstone  yesterday 
and  were  immediately  greeted  in  the  field  by  three  of  our  volunteers. 
Within  10  minutes  a dozen  backup  volunteers,  including  members  of  the 


Inter-Tribal  Bison  Cooperative,  were  on  the  scene  to  ensure  the  bison's 
protection . 

Two  of  the  members  of  our  response  team  came  into  the  field  with  a video 
camera  and  attempted  to  haze  the  bison  away  from  the  DOL,  whose  motives 
were  as  yet  unclear.  The  DOL  brandished  guns  loaded  with  apparent  blanks 
and  chased  the  bison  in  pick-up  trucks.  They  later  claimed  their  only 
intention  was  to  haze  the  bison.  The  bison  eventually  crossed  over  into 
the  park. 

Volunteers  have  been  canvassing  the  local  community  and  have  put  up  over 
40  bright  pink  signs  on  people's  land  which  say  "Bison  Safe  Zone:  No 
Shooting  or  Harassing  Bison  Permitted  by  Order  of  Landowner".  We  are 
constantly  heartened  by  the  positive  response  of  people  who  love  the  bison 
and  want  to  help  us.  Some  of  our  best  support  comes  from  our  neighbors 
around  our  cabin,  six  of  whom  regularly  go  out  on  patrols  with  us.  Their 
help  allows  us  to  have  an  effective  presence  in  the  field. 

In  a lawsuit  filed  by  the  Inter-Tribal  Bison  Cooperative  on  Dec. 16th, 

U.  S.  District  Judge  Charles  C.  Lovell  (notoriously  pro-cattle  industry) 
announced  that  he  would  only  allow  100  bison  to  be  killed  this  year  before 
they  must  return  to  court  for  more  slaughter  approval.  As  writer  and 
grizzly  bear  expert  Doug  Peacock  says,  "That's  100  too  many." 

The  other  complication  with  this  "solution"  is  that  the  D.O.L.  would 
still  be  able  to  capture  and  hold  the  bison  in  unnatural  confinement  for  5 
months  or  more.  Buffalo  Nations  is  concerned  that  this  is  a public 
relations  ploy  which  will  make  little  positive  difference  in  the  long  run 
for  the  future  of  the  bison  and  may  lead  to  their  domestication. 

Before  the  hearing,  Inter-Tribal  Bison  Cooperative  Executive  Director 
Mark  Heckert,  Vice  President  Carl  Tsosie,  and  Spiritual  Advisor  Rocky 
Afraid  of  Hawk  visited  our  office.  The  ITBC  represents  over  44  tribes  and 
advocates  that  buffalo  in  excess  of  the  Yellowstone  ecosystem  carrying 
capacity  be  sent  to  reservations  instead  of  being  shot  or  shipped  to 
slaughter.  The  visitors  from  ITBC  shared  prayers  and  honored  us  with  a 
pipe  ceremony.  They  expressed  their  solidarity  and  support  for  our  work 
here. 

We  are  still  feeling  strong  here,  and  everyone  feels  very  positive  about 
our  commitment  to  ensure  that  not  one  buffalo  is  killed  this  winter. 

Buffalo  Nations 
PO  Box  957 

West  Yellowstone,  MT  59758 
406-646-0070  phone 
406-646-0071  fax 
buffalo@wildrockies .org 

"RE : Judge  Won't  Block  Slaughter"  

Date:  Tue,  16  Dec  1997  23:53:20  -0500 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <son jakeo@pond . com> 

Sub j : Judge  Won't  Block  Bison  Slaughter 

UUCP  email 

'So... they  can  "only"  kill  100  bison  without  a court  hearing. .?... and  you 
can  imagine  in  Montana  and  Wyoming  how  hard  it  would  be  to  get  "permission" 

to  kill  more might  be  able  to  get  the  permission  by  phone 

yup "they",  the  cattlemen,  and  their  paid  for  politicians,  want  all  of 

the  bison  dead .... 

December  16,  1997 

Judge  Won't  Block  Bison  Slaughter 

Filed  at  2:13  p.m.  EST 

By  The  Associated  Press 

HELENA,  Mont.  (AP)  --  A judge  today  refused  to  block  government  agencies 
from  killing  bison  that  wander  out  of  Yellowstone  National  Park,  although 
he  limited  the  number  that  can  be  shot  in  a program  to  prevent  the  animals 
from  spreading  disease  to  cattle  herds. 

No  more  than  100  bison  can  be  killed  without  a court  hearing,  U.S.  District 


Judge  Charles  C.  Lovell  said.  He  said  he  does  not  want  a repeat  of  last 
winter,  when  almost  1,100  bison  were  shot  or  shipped  to  slaughter. 

Lovell  ruled  in  a lawsuit  filed  by  several  conservation  groups  and  the 
Inter-Tribal  Bison  Cooperative  challenging  an  interim  management  plan  aimed 
at  blocking  bison  from  leaving  the  park. 

The  plan  is  designed  to  keep  the  animals  from  spreading  brucellosis  to 
cattle.  The  disease  causes  cows  to  abort  their  calves.  In  humans,  it  causes 
undulant  fever. 

Montana  ranchers  fear  that  if  infected  bison  are  allowed  out  of  the  park, 
they  could  be  required  to  spend  millions  to  test  their  cattle  and  certify 
them  disease-free  before  shipment  to  other  states. 

In  a report  last  week,  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences  said  the  risk  of 
infection  to  cattle  was  small,  but  real,  and  that  the  result  of  infection 
could  be  catastrophic. 

The  conservation  and  tribal  groups  argued  that  state  and  federal  agencies 
should  be  required  to  do  another  environmental  analysis  of  the  program  to 
better  measure  the  potential  impacts  on  the  Yellowstone  bison  herd,  which 
numbers  about  2,000  animals. 

In  the  meantime,  the  management  plan  should  be  shelved,  said  Dim  Angell  of 
Bozeman,  attorney  for  the  Earthjustice  Legal  Defense  Fund,  formerly  the 
Sierra  Club  Legal  Defense  Fund. 

Justice  Department  lawyer  Martin  LaLonde  said  state  and  federal  officials 
had  agreed  on  changes  to  the  plan  that  are  intended  to  reduce  the  slaughter 
of  bison. 

Increased  use  of  hazing  to  keep  bison  in  the  park,  allowing  more 
disease-free  bison  to  remain  outside  the  park  in  one  area  and  a new 
location  for  a trapping  facility  near  West  Yellowstone  will  make  a 
difference,  he  told  Lovell. 

"RE : Fight  to  Keep  Wolves"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  20:13:36  -0500 
From:  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net> 

Sub  j : Environmental  groups  vow  fight  to  keep  wolves 
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Environmental  groups  vow  fight  to  keep  wolves 

By  Associated  Press 

CHEYENNE,  Wyo.  - Environmental  groups  that  challenged  a portion  of  the 
federal  wolf  reintroduction  program  never  intended  their  actions  to  lead 
to  the  removal  of  wolves  from  Yellowstone  and  central  Idaho,  an  attorney 
said  Monday. 

The  environmental  groups  represented  by  the  Earthjustice  Legal  Defense 
Fund  are  outraged  by  Dudge  William  Downes'  order  that  the  Canadian 
wolves  transplanted  in  the  northern  Rockies  in  1995  and  1996  be  removed, 
said  Doug  Honnold,  the  managing  attorney  for  the  fund's  northern  Rockies 
office. 

Although  the  groups  including  the  National  Audubon  Society  and  Predator 
Project  were  part  of  the  legal  action  that  led  to  Downes'  decision  on 
Friday,  they  do  not  want  to  see  the  wolves  removed,  Honnold  said  in  a 
telephone  news  conference  from  his  Bozeman,  Mont.,  office. 

"We  and  our  clients  want  the  wolves  to  stay,"  he  said.  "We  have 
fought  hard  to  protect  the  wolves  in  the  northern  Rockies.  We  want  all 
the  wolves  to  stay." 

He  added  he  recommended  to  the  groups  that  they  appeal  the  ruling  to  the 
10th  U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals. 

But  a representative  of  the  National  Wildlife  Federation  said  by 
challenging  what  became  a successful  reintroduction  program,  the  Legal 
Defense  Fund  made  a strategic  error  that  resulted  in  a ruling  that 
pleased  no  one. 

"They  were  playing  a very  close  game  with  the  law,"  said  Tom  France. 

"To  complain  about  a program  that  everybody  admits  has  been  successful 
is  what  is  so  odd." 

Downes  on  Friday  said  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service's  wolf 


reintroduction  program  was  illegal  and  ordered  the  Canadian  wolves  and 
their  offspring  removed  from  the  park  and  Idaho. 

Under  the  program,  the  transplanted  wolves  are  considered  an 
"experimental,  non-essential"  species.  The  designation  means  they  can 
be  shot  if  they  are  caught  preying  on  livestock.  It  was  developed  to 
ease  the  concerns  of  ranchers  who  were  worried  about  losing  livestock  to 
the  predators. 

Wolves  now  found  in  Montana  and  Canada  are  considered  endangered  species 
with  full  protection  of  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  But  once  they  reach 
the  area  covered  by  the  "experimental,  non-essential"  designation, 
they  lose  full  protection  and  can  be  shot  as  well. 

"RE : Canadian  Unity/Indigenous  Genocide"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Dec  1997  01:36:46  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub  j : Canadian  Unity  - Indigenous  Genocide 

: - : - : - :S . I . S. I .S . Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty:-:-:-: 
December  19,  1997  Bulletin 

NO  "UNITY"  WITH  INDIGENOUS  GENOCIDE:  BC  PREMIER  PUSHES  NATIONAL  UNITY 

A month  long,  cross-country  unity  panel  set  up  by  BC's  NDP  Premier  Glen 
Clark  has  ended  its  tour  and  is  expected  to  make  a final  report  to  the 
provincial  government  by  February  15.  The  tour  was  set  up  by  Clark  after 
Canada's  first  ministers,  excluding  Quebec's,  agreed  in  September  to  the 
"Calgary  Declaration  on  Canadian  Unity"  to  foster  "Canadian  Unity". 

The  seven  principles  contained  in  the  Calgary  Declaration  are  intended  to 
guide  the  Canadian  federation  and  each  province  agreed  to  consult  with 
their  residents  followed  by  official  acceptance  or  rejection.  BC's  panel 
will  advise  the  legislature  of  their  findings. 

Given  that  the  Canadian  settler-state  is  founded  and  maintained  upon  the 
basis  of  indigenous  genocide  and  colonialism,  the  "Unity"  initiative  is  a 
further  fresh  step  in  the  ongoing  racist  suppression  of  this  fundamental 
fact.  British  Columbia,  erected  upon  unceded  indigenous  territories  over 
which  it  has  no  lawful  jurisdiction,  is  particularly  objectionable.  A 
fraudulent  and  genocidal  BC  Treaty  Commission,  and  a steadfast  refusal  in 
the  face  of  international  outrage  to  conduct  an  inquiry  into  the 
paramilitary  attack  upon  Shuswap  traditionalists  at  Gustafsen  Lake,  is 
another  case  in  point. 

The  seven  principles  of  the  Calgary  declaration  include  the  following: 

1.  All  Canadians  are  equal  and  have  rights  protected  by  law. 

2.  All  provinces,  while  diverse  in  their  characteristics,  have  equality 
of  status. 

3.  Canada  is  graced  by  a diversity,  tolerance,  compassion  and  an 
equality  of  opportunity  that  is  without  rival  in  the  world. 

4.  Canada's  gift  of  diversity  includes  Aboriginal  peoples  and  cultures, 
the  vitality  of  the  English  and  French  languages  and  a multicultural 
citizenry  drawn  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

5.  In  Canada's  federal  system,  where  respect  for  diversity  and  equality 
underlies  unity,  the  unique  character  of  Quebec  society,  including  its 
French  speaking  majority,  its  culture  and  its  tradition  of  civil  law,  is 
fundamental  to  the  well  being  of  Canada.  Consequently,  the  legislature  and 
government  of  Quebec  have  a role  to  protect  and  develop  the  unique 
character  of  Quebec  society  within  Canada. 

6.  If  any  future  constitutional  amendment  confers  powers  on  one 
province,  these  powers  must  be  available  to  all  provinces. 

7.  Canada  is  a federal  system  where  federal,  provincial  and  territorial 
governments  work  in  partnership  while  respecting  each  other's 
jurisdictions.  Canadians  want  their  governments  to  work  co-operatively  and 
with  flexibility  to  ensure  the  efficiency  and  effectiveness  of  the 
federation.  Canadians  want  their  governments  to  work  together  particularly 
in  the  delivery  of  their  social  programs.  Provinces  and  territories  renew 
their  commitment  to  work  in  partnership  with  the  government  of  Canada  to 
best  serve  the  needs  of  Canadians. 


The  "Unity"  panel  is  accepting  written  submissions  until  December  31,  1997 
It  is  strongly  urged  that  all  concerned  register  their  outrage  at  the 
denial  of  indigenous  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty,  demand  that  the 
authorities  conduct  independent  inquiries  into  the  paramilitary  attacks 
upon  indigenous  peoples  at  Stoney  Point  and  Gustafsen  Lake,  and  that  the 
Ts'peten  political  prisoners  Wolverine  and  03  Pitawanakwat  be  released 
immediately.  NO  "UNITY"  with  GENOCIDE  and  COLONIALISM! 

Canadian  "UNITY"  website:  www.unity.gov.bc.ca 

Toll  free  phone  line  to  "UNITY"  Panel:  (1-888-709-7799) 

Canadian  Unity  Panel:  Suite  630,  999  Canada  Place,  Vancouver,  BC.  V6C  3E1 
DOWN  WITH  CANADIAN  COLONIALISM!  AN  END  TO  INDIGENOUS  GENOCIDE!  FREEDOM! 


S.I.S.I.S.  Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty 
P.O.  Box  8673,  Victoria,  "B.C."  "Canada"  V8X  3S2 
EMAIL:  SISIS@envirolink.org 

WWW:  http: //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/SISmain . html 
SOVERNET-L  is  a news-only  listserv  concerned  with  indigenous 
sovereigntist  struggles  around  the  world.  To  subscribe,  send 
"subscribe  sovernet-1"  in  the  body  of  an  email  message  to 
<ma jordomo@speakeasy .org> 

For  more  information  on  sovernet-1,  contact  S.I.S.I.S. 

"RE : The  Showdown  is  Here"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Dec  1997  14:56:44  -0800 
From:  SISIS@envirolink.org  (S.I.S.I.S.) 

Sub j : Tsilhqot'in:  The  Showdown  is  Here 

-Settlers  In  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

The  following  editorial  is  from  the  Tsilhqot'in  Nation  journal  Wolf  Howls: 
THE  SHOWDOWN  IS  HERE 

It  has  become  crystal  clear  that  the  Government  of  British  Columbia  is  not 
taking  us  seriously.  For  months  now  our  Chiefs  and  Deputy  National  Chief 
Ray  Hance  have  been  telling  every  cabinet  Minister  and  senior  policy  level 
bureaucrat  we  meet  with  that  we  are  on  a collision  course  with  outright 
confrontation  if  they  don't  start  really  paying  attention  and  acting  on 
our  outstanding  grievances. 

Instead,  the  government  has  sent  us  a pack  of  spin  doctors  - both  to  probe 
us  and  to  gloss  over  our  concerns.  We  find  that  attitude  despicable.  It 
echoes  the  hangings  of  1864  when  our  Nation's  negotiators  and  front  line 
warriors  were  deliberately  entrapped,  chained  up,  run  through  a kangaroo 
court  and  publicly  hanged  as  common  criminals.  Our  leaders  had  been 
invited  to  a peace  parley  to  resolve  the  issue  of  illegal  invasion  of  our 
traditional  territory  by  alien  intruders. 

We  will  never  forget  that  betrayal  of  honour  and  trust.  How  can  we? 

Exactly  the  same  methods  are  still  being  used  by  the  latter  day  version  of 
that  colonial  regime  backed  by  its  militia.  As  we've  said  before,  they 
think  they  can  get  away  with  it  now  by  using  paper  instead  of  gun  powder. 

But  we  know  that  ultimately  they  will  back  up  that  paper  war  with  guns  and 
tanks  just  like  they  did  at  Gustafsen  Lake.  It's  the  same  way  they  dealt 
with  Louis  Riel  in  Manitoba,  the  Mohawks  at  Oka  in  Quebec,  and  is  leading 
to  the  way  they  dealt  with  the  Beothuks  in  Newfoundland.  They  killed  them 
all  off. 

Yes,  we  do  consider  paper-generated  resource  theft  and  cultural  genocide 
to  be  just  as  potent  as  front-on  military  confrontation  or  the 
intimidation  of  the  constant  threat  of  it.  The  Tsilhqot'in  Nation  and  the 
rest  of  the  tough  native  nations  who  will  never  surrender  their  rightful 
ownership  of  our  lands  and  resources  are  standing  by  to  back  us  if  the 
going  gets  nasty.  But  the  leaders  of  this  government  that  has  directly 
authorized  its  insidious  bureaucrats  to  steal  our  resources  and  try  to  buy 
us  off  with  patronizing  crumbs  and  PR  slogans  had  better  get  real  busy 
undoing  the  damage  their  trifling  with  us  has  caused  THEM. 

Because  the  Tsilhqot'in  Nation  is  poised  to  exercise  its  jurisdictional 
muscle  backed  by  a formidable  force  quite  capable  of  wreaking  havoc  on  a 
badly  tarnished  Crown... 


[S.I.S.I.S  note:  A subsequent  report  from  Wolf  Howls  informs  that  the 
Tsilhqot'ins  "definitely  got  the  attention  of  the  Cabinet  of  the  Government 
of  BC.  They  dodged  the  arrow  of  coordinated  disruptions"  and  assigned  "a 
special  envoy  to  work  directly  with  the  Tsilhqot'in  National  Government... 
authorized  to  present  our  grievances  directly  to  ultimate  decision  makers, 
and  by  pass  the  line  bureaucracy  people  who  have  been  trifling  with  us  for 
too  long." 

Solidarity  with  the  TNG  has  been  expressed  by  other  "native 
nations  from  the  sensible  groups  who  have  not  sold  out  their  aboriginal 
rights  to  the  phony  BCTC."  (BC  Treaty  Commission)] 

SOVEREIGNTY  IS  THE  ISSUE,  CANADA  IS  THE  PROBLEM. 

Tsilhqot'in  National  Government 

102-383  Oliver  St.,  Williams  Lake  BC.  V2G  1M4 

More  information  on  the  BC  Treaty  Commission  (BCTC): 

http : //kaf ka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/ Clark/BCgovt . html 

"RE : Officer  Cited  for  Snubbing  Sovereignty"  

Date:  Wed,  17  Dec  1997  20:01:42  -0500 
From:  ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi.net> 

Sub j : Officer  Cited  For  Snubbing  Spokane  Tribe's  Sovereignty(excerpt) 

<><><><><><><>NASC  NEWS< ><><>< ><><><> 

My  Midori  Baer 
Indian  Country  Today 
December  8-15 

SPOKANE,  Washington- -Disciplinary  action  was  taken  against  Washington 
State  Patrol  Officer  David  Fenn  and  Officer  Fenn's  former  supervisor 
Sergeant  David  McMillan  after  Spokane  Tribal  officials  wrote  a letter  to  U. 
S.  Attorney  General  lanet  Reno.  Both  Officer  Fenn  and  Sergeant  McMillan 
have  been  transferred  after  violating  Spokane  tribal  sovereignty  by 
issuing  citations  on  reservation  roads. 

Examples  of  civil  citations  issued  to  Spokane  Tribal  members  include, 
speeding  tickets,  and  cracked  windshields.  Criminal  citations  include 
Driving  While  Intoxicated  and  vehicular  assaults.  One  out  of  every  five  D. 
W.I's  issued  in  that  area  is  to  an  American  Indian. 

According  to  Spokane  Tribal  officials.  Officer  Fenn  admitted  to 
investigators  that  he  recorded  civil  citations  as  if  they  originated  on 
state  highways,  when  in  fact,  they  originated  on  the  reservation,  where  he 
lacks  authority  to  do  so. 

Tribal  officials  had  twice  met  with  Officer  Fenn's  superiors  regarding 
the  violations.  It  was  confirmed  that  the  Washington  State  Patrol  has  no 
jurisdiction  to  issue  civil  citations  to  American  Indians  driving  within 
Indian  reservations  in  the  state  of  Washington. 

According  to  tribal  officials,  illegal  citations  issued  by  Officer  Fenn 
continued  with  active  support  from  Sergeant  McMillan,  despite  Washington 
State  Patrol  Officials'  assurances  that  the  violations  would  cease. 

Spokane  Tribal  officials  also  said  that  Officer  Fenn  acknowledged  that 
he  ignored  direct  orders  to  curtail  his  patrol  of  reservation  roads. 

The  investigation  began  late  last  year  and  has  received  criticism  for 
it's  length  by  Bill  Hanson,  Washington  State  Patrol  Association  President. 

" Going  through  one  of  these  investigations  for  a trooper  is  one  of  the 
most  traumatic  times  in  their  life,"  Mr.  Hanson  said  to  a Spokane 
newspaper. 

"Some  liken  it  to  going  through  a divorce,  and  some  say  it's  even  worse." 

"RE;  Tragedy  of  the  Displaced"  

Date:  3:45  PM  Dec  17,  1997 
From:  moonlight 

Sub j : THE  TRAGEDY  OF  THE  DISPLACED 


Newsgroup:  igc. indig. info 


Blanche  Petrich 

The  low  intensity  wan  has  arrived  in  the  highlands  of  Chiapas.  The 
experiment  that  in  1995  and  1996  quietly  bloodied  the  northern 
municipalities  in  that  entity,  reproduces  again  this  past  month  of 
September  the  same  formula:  paramilitary  commandos  protected  by  the  Army 
and  the  caciques  murder,  steal,  burn  homes  and  ransack  fields.  The 
Zapatistas,  after  four  years  of  peaceful  resistance  betting  on  the  path  of 
dialogue,  see  themselves  obligated  to  respond  with  weapons.  This  Thursday 
Priistas  and  Zapatistas  decided  to  place  a definitive  end  to  the 
aggressions  on  both  sides".  But  to  fixing  this  torn  social  weaving  will 
not  be  easy.  This  war,  without  adjectives,  has  returned  for  its  fueros. 

Xoyeb  is  a village  halfway  between  Polh  and  Yabteclum,  next  to  a shady 
pitch-pine,  in  a valley  between  hills.  There  are  13  family  homes  - boards 
and  zinc  roofs-  among  maize  fields  and  banana  trees.  All  have  opened 
their  doors  and  their  poverty  to  share  the  little  they  have  with  the  wave 
of  recent  arrivals,  their  neighbors. 

These  - 488,  counting  two  new  borns-  are  from  Yibeljoj  and  are  in  two 
"camps",  that  are  nothing  more  than  roof  made  of  banana  leaves.  Those  who 
are  most  sick  are  placed  inside  the  houses  or  under  the  few  plastics  that 
are  available,  because  it  is  winter  and  it  constantly  rains. 

Displaced,  internal  refugees,  expelled  form  their  ancestral  land,  it  has 
now  been  two  months  in  this  place.  A diagnosis  by  the  health  promoter 
estimates  that  80  per  cent  of  the  children  and  60  per  cent  of  the  adults 
have  a fever.  There  is  dysentery,  respiratory  and  gastric  ailments, 
typhoid,  and  high  risk  of  cholera. 

In  one  these  minuscule  coverings  is  Zenaida.  She  is  16  years  old.  Her 
first  son,  with  sleepy  eyes  caused  by  the  fever  and  stomach  inflammation 
caused  by  insects,  crawls  on  the  mud  floor.  He  still  cannot  eat  tortilla 
and  wants  to  be  breast  fed.  But  his  mother  looks  at  him  without  seeing, 
she  hugs  her  knees,  she  complains:  her  womb  also  hurts  and  her  blue  skirt 
is  soaked  in  blood.  Her  second  son  will  not  be  born.  There  are  no  more 
antibiotics,  not  even  an  aspirin,  to  help  withstand  the  consequences  of 
the  abortion.  Her  aunt,  kneeling  by  her  side,  speaks  quickly  in  Tzotzil. 
Her  husband  remains  silent.  He  can  do  nothing  for  Zenaida.  Not  even  tea. 

When  the  sun  rises  in  the  camps,  no  women  can  be  found  under  the  palapas 
Smoke  comes  out  of  all  the  chimneys.  Every  house  is  a collective  kitchen. 
There  are  hundreds  of  hands  that  cooperate  to  stir  up  the  fire  in  the 
hearths,  chop  wood,  cook  maize,  grind  it,  and  make  tortillas.  Two  or 
three  for  each  person.  For  the  entire  day  until  tomorrow. 

At  midday  everyone  has  finished  a task.  Taking  advantage  of  the  bit  of 
sun  the  men  hang  their  wet  shirts.  The  women  dry  their  Huipiles  on  their 
body.  They  mutually  take  lice  from  their  hair  and  talk.  And  the  children, 
in  the  middle  of  the  drama,  laugh. 

The  heads  of  the  families  of  Yibeljoj  place  themselves  in  a semi-circle 
to  tell,  also  in  a collective,  their  story  and  reflections.  Lorenzo 
Vazquez  interprets  from  Tzotzil  to  Spanish,  the  host  of  Xoyeb.  - In  a 
neighborhood  of  Los  Chorros  there  is  a group  of  Priistas  with  weapons.  I 
believe  about  60  weapons,  only  cuerno  de  chivo  (AK  47).  They  came  to  our 
community  to  demand  330  pesos  from  every  family  to  buy  more  weapons,  with 
threats  of  being  shot.  For  those  who  did  not  have  enough  to  pay,  they 
lowered  their  white  flags  with  bullets.  - We  as  Chiapanecos  are  civil 
society  and  as  a religion  Las  Abejas.  The  neighborhood  of  Los  Chorros  is 
against  civil  society.  We  are  also  a Zapatista  support  base  but  we  do  not 
want  war.  What  we  do  not  support  is  the  government  because  it  does  not 
give  justice,  it  does  not  give  peace.  We  no  longer  ask  the  government  for 
anything,  they  don't  give  anything  anyway.  -The  Priistas  asked  the  people 
for  cooperation  in  buying  weapons.  And  those  who  did  not  give  support, 
were  persecuted.  They  said  it  was  cooperation  for  the  solution  of  the 
problem.  -Before  we  were  tied  to  our  town  of  Chenalho.  All  together  in 
a government,  all  together  in  the  PRI  party.  But  the  government  always 
says  that  its  people  are  calm,  happy,  that  they  lack  nothing  because  the 
government  provides  everything.  But  it  is  not  true.  They  were  lying 
because  there  is  need  and  suffering.  They  said  we  had  housing,  drainage, 
food.  They  said  all  of  this  to  be  able  to  borrow  money  from  other 


governments.  We  found  out  about  these  lies.  That  is  why  we  became  civil 
society,  organizing  with  the  diocese,  group  by  group.  -Now  our  town  of 
Chenalho  is  divided  in  three.  One  is  the  Zapatista  who  is  fighting  to  say 
directly  that  the  people  are  not  happy,  they  are  dying  of  hunger  and 
diseases.  Also  divided  into  Priistas  among  the  priistas  divided  into 
civil  society.  -Once  our  town  Chenalho  was  divided  the  Priista  party  did 
not  want  it  divided,  it  wanted  unity  even  if  by  force.  They  say  the  EZLN 
is  crazy.  They  say:  it  is  better  to  be  together  as  before.  But  we  no 
longer  want  that.  -No,  we  don't  want  it  because  civil  society  has  been 
born.  We  do  not  want  weapons  in  order  to  kill.  -We  are  civil  society 
organizing  in  a group  but  not  part  of  the  Zapatista  Army.  They  are  in  one 
struggle,  but  we  see  that  we  are  on  the  same  path.  -We  want  to  return  to 
Yibel joj . A place  is  not  left  just  like  that.  But  we  want  to  continue 
apart  from  the  PRI.  And  so,  in  order  to  find  a solution  they  need  to  take 
the  weapons  away  from  the  Priistas.  With  weapons  there  is  fear,  there  is 
threat.  The  PRI  together  with  the  security  police  stole  our  horses,  the 
animals,  the  maize,  and  the  coffee,  everything.  -When  they  take  the 
weapons  from  the  Priistas  we  can  live  together.  We  are  brothers.  We  are 
relatives.  -We  have  fear  and  we  do  not  have  weapons.  If  danger  returns  we 
have  to  defend  ourselves  because  there  is  no  place  left  for  our  families 
to  go.  I can  not  find  another  road. 

Lorenzo  the  interpreter,  finishes  the  narration  of  the  many  voices 
overwhelmed  by  so  much  suffering.  "Come  and  see  our  well",  he  suggests. 

It  is  a small  hole  of  turbid  water  a few  meters  from  the  latrine.  There 
is  no  way  of  boiling  water.  There  are  no  containers  to  put  the  water  in. 
There  are  not  very  many  chlorine  tablets  anyway.  There  the  people  of 
Xoyeb  and  Yibeljoj  share  destiny  and  risk  of  cholera.  Lorenzo  looks 
inside  the  well  and  concludes:  "Our  only  weapon  is  God". 

In  the  afternoon  the  youth  come  down  from  another  hill.  They  come  with 
tree  trunks.  They  are  chapeando  a place.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill,  the 
displaced  rebuild  their  homes,  to  rebuild  themselves  in  them,  to  continue 
their  lives. 

"RE : 1,111  Volunteers  Wanted"  

Date:  Tue,  16  Dec  1997  20:43:47  -0800  (PST) 

From:  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  <moonlight@igc.apc.org> 

Sub j : WANTED  1,111  VOLUNTEERS  TO  SUPPORT  THE  ZAPATISTAS 

UUCP  email 

WANTED  1,111  VOLUNTEERS  TO  SUPPORT  THE  ZAPATISTAS 

SIGN  UP  NOW  TO  HELP  BREAK  THE  BLOCKADE  OF  SILENCE 

COLLECT  100  POPULAR  BALLOTS  FOR  THE  RIGHT  TO  LIVE  IN  PEACE 

The  National  Commission  for  Democracy  in  Mexico  is  launching  a Popular 
Ballot  for  the  Right  to  Live  in  Peace  and  we  are  seeking  1,111  volunteers 
willing  to  collect  100  ballots  each  by  January  1,  1998.  The  ballot  is  6 
public  opinion  questions  regarding  conditions  in  Mexico  and  US-Mexico 
relations,  and  is  intended  to  serve  as  an  expression  of  our  will  for  peace 
in  Chiapas  and  Mexico. 

The  search  for  volunteers  and  the  collection  of  ballots  begins  Thursday, 
November  20th,  Mexican  Revolution  Day.  A public  announcement  of  the 
volunteers  and  their  progress  will  be  made  on  December  10th,  the  anniversary 
of  the  U.  N.  Declaration  on  Human  Rights,  and  on  January  1st  the  tally  of 
the  ballots  will  be  announced  as  well  as  a decision  on  whether  the  balloting 
will  be  continued. 

Serving  as  one  of  the  1,111  volunteers  is  a statement  of  support  for  the 
struggle  for  peace,  democracy,  liberty  and  justice  of  the  1,111  Zapatista 
communities  in  Chiapas. 

To  register  as  a volunteer,  please  send  your  name  and  a means  of 
communicating  with  you  by  phone,  fax,  electronic  or  postal  mail  to: 

NCDM 

2001  Montana,  Suite  B 
El  Paso,  Texas  79902 
phone/fax:  915-532-8382 


email:  moonlight@igc.apc.org. 

You  can  also  register  as  a volunteer  or  submit  a ballot  through  our  web  page 
(http://www.igc.apc.org/ncdm).  As  a registered  volunteer,  you  also  will 
receive  a pin  identifying  you  as  one  of  the  1,111  volunteers. 

Please  join  us  in  breaking  the  information  and  military  blockade  being 
imposed  on  the  Zapatistas.  Register  today! 

"RE:  Voisey's  Bay  Environmental  Assessment"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Dec  1997  12:04:07  -0330 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : 75-day  review  for  Voisey's  Bay  EIS  begins... 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

Voisey's  Bay  Doint  Environmental  Assessment  Panel 

VOISEY'S  BAY  MINE  AND  MILL  ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT  PANEL  RELEASES 

ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT 

PANEL  ANNOUNCES  START  OF  75-DAY  REVIEW  PERIOD 

NAIN,  Labrador,  December  17,  1997  - The  joint  environmental  assessment 
panel  reviewing  the  proposal  for  the  Voisey's  Bay  mine  and  mill  announced 
today  that  it  has  received  the  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS) 
prepared  by  the  Voisey's  Bay  Nickel  Company  in  response  to  the  Guidelines 
issued  by  the  panel  in  Dune  1997.  The  EIS  is  now  available  for  public 
review.  A 75-day  review  period  begins  today,  December  17,  1997,  and  ends 
on  March  1,  1998  as  required  by  the  Memorandum  of  Understanding  (MOU) 
established  by  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association,  the  Innu  Nation,  the 
Government  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  and  the  Government  of  Canada. 

The  panel  is  inviting  the  public,  government  agencies  and  technical 
specialists  to  study  the  EIS  and  comment  on  whether  the  document  adequately 
addresses  each  requirement  of  the  Guidelines  by  providing  sufficient 
information  to  support  meaningful  discussion  at  public  hearings.  Written 
and/or  oral  comments  must  be  received  by  the  end  of  the  day  on  March  2, 

1998.  Those  making  oral  comments  are  asked  to  submit  a quality  recording. 

At  this  stage  of  the  review,  the  panel  is  not  inviting  comments  on  the 
merits  of  the  opinions  and  conclusions  of  the  studies,  nor  on  the  overall 
proposal  as  put  forth  by  the  proponent.  Such  comments  should  be  made  at 
the  time  of  the  public  hearings. 

After  reviewing  the  comments  received,  the  panel  will  determine  if  the  EIS 
is  sufficient  to  proceed  to  public  hearings.  The  panel  will  announce  its 
adequacy  determination  by  April  1,  1998.  If  the  EIS  is  deemed  to  be 
sufficient,  the  schedule  for  hearings  will  be  announced  by  April  8,  1998. 

If  further  information  is  required,  the  panel  will  request  the  information 
from  the  proponent  by  April  1,  1998.  When  received,  this  additional 
information  will  then  be  subject  to  a further  45-day  public  review  period. 

Copies  of  the  written  EIS  summary  in  English,  Innu-aimun,  and  Inuktituk 
are  available  upon  request.  Audio  and  video  versions  of  the  summary  in  all 
three  languages  are  also  available.  An  English  electronic  version  of  the 
complete  EIS  can  be  found  on  the  proponent's  Internet  site  at 
www.incoltd.com.  Paper  copies  of  the  complete  EIS  are  available  for  review 
at  the  information  centres  on  the  attached  list.  A CD-ROM  version  of  the 
EIS  is  also  available. 

Please  send  written  and  oral  submissions  to  Mr.  Brian  Torrie,  Panel 
Manager,  at  the  mailing  address,  electronic  mail  address  or  fax  numbers 
listed  below.  Submissions  will  also  be  accepted  by  Ms.  Mary  Webb  at  the 
panel's  Information  Office  fax  number  and  address  listed  below.  If  you 
have  any  questions  about  the  review  process,  please  contact  Mr.  Torrie  or 
Ms.  Webb.  To  facilitate  distribution,  submissions  made  electronically  or 
on  computer  disk  would  be  appreciated. 

For  more  information  or  for  a copy  of  the  written  EIS  summary  (English, 
Innu-aimun  or  Inuktituk  version)  please  contact  : 

Brian  Torrie 
Panel  Manager 

Canadian  Environmental  Assessment  Agency 
200  Sacre-Coeur  Blvd 


Hull,  Quebec 
K1A  0H3 

Tel. : (819)  997-6364  on 
(819)  953-6727  (call  collect) 

Fax:  (819)  994-1469  or 
(819)  997-4931 

e-mail:  brian.torrie(3ceaa.gc.ca 
Ms.  Mary  Webb 
Information  Officer 
Environmental  Assessment  Office 
P.O.  Box  416 
Nain,  Labrador 
Tel:  (709)  922-2407 
Fax:  (709)  922-2409 

(Also  available  in  Innu-aimun  and  Inuktituk) 

(Aussi  disponible  en  francais) 

"RE : Voisey's  Update"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Dec  1997  21:06:54  -0330 
From:  Larry  Innes  <innuenv@web . net> 

Sub j : Voisey's  Update  (Financial  Post) 

Mailing  List:  Innu  People  Forum  list  <INNU-L@YORKU.CA> 

PUBLICATION  The  Financial  Post 
DATE  Thu  18  Dec  1997 
EDITION  Daily 

BYLINE  Paul  Bagnell,  Mining  Reporter 

Inco  willing  to  curb  Voisey's  shipments 

Inco  Ltd.  says  it  is  willing  to  limit  winter  shipments  of  nickel 
concentrate  from  its  Voisey's  Bay  nickel  project  in  Labrador  to  ease 
disruption  to  hunting  and  travel  by  natives. 

The  company  said  it  will  not  ship  through  "landfast  ice"  near  the  project 
during  the  freeze-up  in  early  winter  or  in  early  spring,  when  most  seal 
hunting  occurs. 

The  pledge  is  contained  in  the  impact  statement  Inco  has  submitted  to  the 
environmental  panel  studying  the  giant  Voisey's  Bay  project. 

For  the  two  native  groups  living  near  Voisey's  Bay,  ice  breakers  clearing 
routes  for  ships  could  hamper  winter  travel  and  hunting. 

Natives  often  use  snowmobiles  to  travel  along  the  ice  from  community  to 
community,  or  to  hunting  grounds. 

Inco  says  it  will  also  study  the  effects  of  the  shipping  activity  on 
caribou  movement  in  the  area  and  develop  a way  to  keep  residents  up  to  date 
on  shipping  activities. 

The  company,  which  has  had  a difficult  time  winning  the  support  of  natives 
for  its  plans  at  Voisey's  Bay,  says  the  effect  of  winter  shipping  will  be 
"negligible . " 

Its  submission  is  about  2,000  pages  long,  plus  4,000  pages  in  technical 
background  documents,  said  Brian  Torrie,  manager  of  the  environmental  panel 
studying  the  project. 

It  deals  with  numerous  environmental  and  social  questions. 

The  federal  and  provincial  governments  and  the  two  native  groups  concerned 
--  the  Labrador  Inuit  Association  and  the  Innu  Nation  --  have  agreed  to 
have  a single  panel  evaluate  the  project. 

The  panel  is  now  giving  the  public  75  days  to  comment  on  whether  Inco  has 
provided  enough  information  in  its  statement. 

If  the  information  is  considered  adequate,  the  panel  will  schedule  public 
hearings  in  which  the  merits  of  Inco's  opinions  and  conclusions  will  be 
debated,  Torrie  said. 

If  the  company  is  not  required  to  provide  more  information,  public 
hearings  would  probably  begin  in  May  or  Dune. 


RE:  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  Land  Claims 


Date:  Fri,  19  Dec  1997  09:33:29  -0800 

From:  Patience  Pederson  <ppederso@mail . kaien . com> 

Sub j : Land  Claims  - Vane.  Sun  Opinion 


Last  Updated:  Friday  19  December  1997  OPINION 


Land  claim  ruling  dispels  an  old  notion 

Since  the  first  whites  arrived,  native  Indians  have  been  treated  as 
inferior.  One  former  governor  called  them  uncivilized  savages. 
Stewart  Bell  Vancouver  Sun 


THE  LAND  CLAIMANTS:  Kispiox-  Gitxsan  hereditary  chief  Art  Wilson  beside  the 
grave  of  Albert  Tait  of  the  Delgamuukw  first  nation. 

Steve  Bosch,  Vancouver  Sun 


On  the  morning  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada  released  its  historic  judgment 
on  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  land  claim  last  week,  hereditary  chiefs  from 
both  tribes  stood  inside  a gymnasium  on  East  Hastings  and  observed  a 
moment  of  silence. 

Although  they  were  exuberant  at  having  won  a substantial  victory  in  the 
long  struggle  for  recognition  of  their  aboriginal  land  rights,  elder  Roy 
Jones  asked  for  the  silent  vigil  "for  those  who  died  with  broken  hearts." 

He  was  referring  to  those  Gitxsan  and  Wet'suwet'en  people  who  never 
lived  to  see  the  crushing  1991  ruling  of  B.C.  Supreme  Court  Dustice  Allan 
McEachern  largely  reversed  on  Dec.  11  by  Canada's  highest  court. 

On  March  8,  1991,  a day  that  became  known  in  B.C.  aboriginal  communities 
as  Black  Friday,  McEachern  dismissed  the  Gitxsan-Wet ' suwet ' en  land  claim, 
refused  to  accept  the  "oral  histories"  of  tribal  elders  as  factual  and 
characterized  historical  Indian  life  as  "nasty,  brutish  and  short." 

McEachern 's  ruling  was  disheartening  to  First  Nations  because  it  sounded 
so  much  like  what  they  had  been  told  for  more  than  a century:  that  their 
culture  was  primitive  and  therefore  they  had  no  rights  on  the  lands  their 
families  had  occupied  for  up  to  10,000  years. 

Since  the  first  white  settlers  arrived  on  the  West  Coast  in  the  1800s, 
native  Indians  have  been  treated  as  inferior.  Missionaries  tried  to 
convert  them,  B.C.  denied  them  the  vote  and  the  federal  government 
outlawed  their  customs  and  sent  their  children  to  residential  schools  to 
be  assimilated. 

The  underlying  assumption  was  that  Indians  were,  in  the  words  of  former 

B. C.  governor  Joseph  Trutch,  "uncivilized  savages,"  who  were  "lawless  and 
violent."  The  1991  ruling  suggested  to  tribal  leaders  that,  over  100  years 
after  Trutch,  that  view  had  not  changed.  In  fact,  in  a rebuke  of  the 
ruling,  former  MLA  and  Nisga'a  leader  Frank  Calder  referred  to  McEachern 
as  "Trutch  revisited." 

B.C.'s  first  governor,  James  Douglas,  began  the  process  of  negotiating 
treaties  in  the  late  1800s.  But  he  didn't  get  far,  completing  only  a 
handful  of  deals  on  Vancouver  Island.  Douglas'  work  was  never  continued; 
he  was  succeeded  in  1864  by  Trutch,  who  once  called  Indians  "bestial 
rather  than  human." 

Failing  to  settle  treaties  across  B.C.  would  become  Douglas'  legacy.  "To 
all  British  Columbians,  he  left  the  Indian  land  question,"  University  of  B. 

C.  professor  Paul  Tennant  wrote  in  his  1990  book  Aboriginal  People  and 
Politics.  "Douglas  is  indeed  the  father  of  British  Columbia." 

Whenever  they  had  the  opportunity,  tribal  leaders  reminded  government 
officials  that  they  had  never  surrendered  their  lands  and  that  it  was 
unjust  for  them  to  be  confined  to  small  reserves.  But  B.C.  and  Canada 
wouldn't  listen. 

In  1927,  the  federal  government  passed  a law  that  effectively  outlawed 
land  claims.  It  was  only  in  the  '70s,  when  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada 
ruled  on  the  Nisga'a  land  claim,  that  things  began  to  change. 

Shaken  by  the  near-victory  by  the  Nisga'a,  Prime  Minister  Pierre  Trudeau 
reversed  federal  policy  and  ordered  his  government  to  begin  land  claim 
talks  in  B.C.  Negotiations  began  with  the  Nisga'a,  but  made  little  headway 


because  the  B.C.  government  refused  to  participate. 

Provincial  stubbornness  lasted  until  1990,  the  year  of  a national 
uprising  by  native  Indians  that  saw  a military  siege  at  Oka  and  dozens  of 
smaller  roadblocks  throughout  B.C.  After  visiting  a blockade  on  the  BC 
Rail  mainline  near  Lillooet,  Premier  Bill  Vander  Zalm  and  his  aboriginal 
affairs  minister,  lack  Weisgerber,  finally  agreed  to  settle  treaties. 

A task  force  was  set  up  to  create  a mechanism  for  resolving  the  issue, 
resulting  in  the  B.C.  Treaty  Commission.  With  the  court's  limited 
definition  of  aboriginal  rights  in  the  background,  negotiations  began  in 
1993.  There  are  now  44  tribes  in  treaty  talks,  and  last  year  the  first 
"agreement-in-principle"  was  signed,  with  the  Nisga'a  Tribal  Council. 

The  perception  of  Indians  as  savages  has  largely  vanished  from  public 
perception.  In  poll  after  poll,  the  vast  majority  of  British  Columbians 
have  supported  the  need  for  land  claim  settlements. 

But  paradoxically,  the  unflattering,  colonial  view  of  Indians  persisted 
in  B.C.  law  --  until  McEachern's  decision  on  the  Delgamuukw  case  was 
tempered  by  the  B.C.  Court  of  Appeal  and  then  thrown  out  last  week. 

The  court  said  McEachern  erred  by  not  taking  into  account  the  oral 
histories  of  tribal  elders.  A new  trial  was  ordered.  The  justices  also 
broadened  the  definition  of  aboriginal  land  rights,  ruling  that  bands  must 
be  involved  in  the  management  of  their  traditional  lands  and  are  owed 
"fair  compensation"  for  the  loss  of  lands. 

While  it's  still  not  clear  what  effect  the  judgment  will  have,  both 
government  and  tribal  officials  have  suggested  native  Indians  can  now 
expect  more  from  treaties.  But,  perhaps  more  importantly,  it  has  restored 
aboriginal  confidence  in  the  courts  by  putting  to  rest  the  notion  that 
Indian  society  was  inferior. 

"RE : Hiawatha  Insane  Asylum  Cemetery"  

Date:  Thu,  18  Dec  1997  21:32:21  EST 
From:  Miketben  <Miketben@aol . com> 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - Native  American  Reburial  Restoration  Committee 

**  NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  ** 

Seeking  To  Have  Hiawatha  Insane  Asylum  Cemetery 

Designated  A National  Historical  Site 
FOR  YOUR  INFO 

Special  Thanks  To  GrayDeer@aol . com 
For  Researching  & Finding  The  Following  Information 


The  Native  American  Reburial  Restoration  Committee  seeks  to  have  the 
Hiawatha  Insane  Asylum  Cemetery,  located  in  Canton,  South  Dakota,  to  be 
designated  as  a National  Historic  Site. 

In  1902  the  U.S.  Government  opened  the  Hiawatha  Insane  Asylum  for 
American  Indians.  The  purpose  was  to  care  for  those  members  of  tribes 
who  were  allegedly  insane.  The  asylum  was  operated  by  the  Bureau  of 
Indian  Affairs.  The  Indians  who  made  up  [most  of]  the  population  of  the 
asylum  were  Indians  seen  by  the  Government  as  "troublemakers"--spiritual 
leaders,  medicine  men,  vision  quest  seekers,  those  who  resisted 
reservation  boundaries,  and  boarding  school  students  who  did  not  conform 
to  school  policies. 

These  individuals  were  termed  "idiot  indians"  for  what  they  believed  and 
continued  to  believe.  During  the  years  that  the  asylum  was  in  existence, 
tribes  or  tribal  members  were  clearly  a relatively  powerless  political 
group  who  were  unable  to  demand  anything  of  their  interest. 

The  young  women  from  the  boarding  schools  were  raped  by  white  male 
workers  and  to  this  date  no  charges  were  ever  brought  against  these 
predators . 

Today,  many  of  the  family  members  still  are  living  in  pain  and  grief 
over  this  unjust  situation. 

Harold  Iron  Shield 

Native  American  Reburial  Restoration  Committee 


Duly  7,  1997 

Call  to  Action  - Urgent!! 

Letter  Writing  and  Faxing  Campaign 

A letter  writing  campaign  is  needed  to  support  the  efforts  of  establishing 
the  Hiawatha  Insane  Asylum  Cemetery  as  a National  Historical  Site.  On 
February  23,  1993,  I nominated  the  Hiawatha  Insane  Asylum  Cemetery,  located 
in  Canton,  South  Dakota,  to  be  designated  as  a National  Historic  Site. 

The  nomination  of  the  cemetery  as  a National  Historic  Site  will  bring 
honor  to  the  121  intertribal  members  [who  are  buried  there]  of  tribes 
nationwide. 

On  December  12,  1997,  the  South  Dakota  State  Historical  Society  review 
board  will  be  meeting  to  review  the  cemetery  nomination  to  determine  a 
National  Historic  Site  destination  before  of  is  referred  to  the  National 
Park  Service  for  the  final  decision. 

Letters  are  important  and  I ask  for  your  support  on  this  important  issue. 
Letters  can  be  addressed  to: 

South  Dakota  State  Historical  Society 

900  Governors  Drive 

Pierre,  South  Dakota  57501 

Attn.:  Michelle  Saxman-Rogers 

or  fax  your  letters  to  : (605)  773-6041 


Native  American  Reburial  Restoration  Committee 

For  more  information,  email  Harold  Iron  Shield  at  harold@pepp.org  or  Lee 
Bruce  at  clendaniel@earthlink.net 

http://home.earthlink.net/~clendaniel/index.html,  last  revised  12/07/97 
<A  HREF="http://home.earthlink.net/~clendaniel/">Native  American  Reburial 
Restoration  Committee</A> 
http://home.earthlink.net/~clendaniel/ 

"RE : Governor's  Gaming  Threats"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Dec  1997  08:29:28  -0600 

From:  MIDWEST  TREATY  NETWORK  <mtn@igc . ape . org> 

Sub j : ALERT:  Contact  WI  Governor  on  gaming/environment  link!!! 

UUCP  email 

***please  CIRCULATE*** 

For  immediate  release-- 
Contact:  Walter  Bresette  (715)  779-5071 
ALLIANCE  CALLS  FOR  GOVERNOR  TO  DROP  GAMING  THREATS 
(THOMPSON  E-MAIL  AND  PHONE  AT  END) 

An  alliance  supporting  Native  American  sovereignty  called  for  Wisconsin 
citizens  to  flood  the  Governor's  Office  with  calls,  to  oppose  his  linkage 
of  tribal  environmental  regulations  and  treaty  rights  to  the  renewal  of 
Indian  casino  compacts. 

The  Midwest  Treaty  Network,  an  alliance  of  grassroots  Indian  and  non- 
Indian  groups,  was  founded  in  1989  to  support  Chippewa  treaty  rights  and 
the  Witness  for  Nonviolence  program.  It  has  since  played  a key  role  in 
building  statewide  coalitions  of  Native  Americans,  environmentalists,  and 
sportfishing  groups  against  sulfide  mining  plans--such  as  Exxon's 
proposed  Crandon  mine  affecting  the  Mole  Lake,  Potawatomi,  and  Menominee 
Reservations  near  the  Wolf  River. 

"Governor  Thompson  is  trying  to  play  the  race  card  like  he  did  a decade 
ago  over  treaty  rights,"  said  Red  Cliff  Chippewa  tribal  member  Walter 
Bresette  of  the  Midwest  Treaty  Network  and  Lake  Superior  Greens,  "But  I'm 
ready  to  place  my  bets  on  the  good  people  of  Wisconsin;  I don't  think 
they  are  ready  to  buy  into  his  gamble.  Many  sportsmen  now  work  with  the 
tribes  to  protect  the  fish  from  mining,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  non- 
Indians  benefit  from  tribal  gaming.  Our  state  is  a different  place  than 
it  was  ten  years  ago." 

Debra  McNutt  of  the  Midwest  Treaty  Network  asked, "Why  is  it  that  Indian 
people  are  bashed  for  accepting  welfare,  and  then  bashed  for  developing 


their  economies  to  get  off  welfare?  Gaming  has  reduced  welfare  caseloads 
and  unemployment , but  now  our  'welfare  reform'  Governor  wants  to  pull 
the  plug."  McNutt  added,  "This  is  also  an  issue  of  local  rights.  If  a 
sovereign  nation's  economy  can  he  held  hostage  as  a way  to  weaken  its 
recognized  rights  and  environmental  regulations,  then  what  other 
Wisconsin  communities  are  safe?  A recent  poll  showed  that  most 
Wisconsinites  support  any  community  keeping  tough  laws  to  protect  the 
environment . " 

Rick  Whaley,  spokesperson  for  the  Milwaukee  Greens,  said,  "By  targeting 
the  tribes'  federal  clean  air  and  water  standards,  the  Governor  is 
clearly  trying  to  pave  the  way  for  the  Crandon  mine.  He  seems  to  want  to 
trade  tens  of  thousands  of  gaming-related  jobs,  and  part  of  our  $6 
billion  tourism  industry,  for  the  400  high-tech  miner  jobs  promised  by 
Exxon.  Non-Indian  voices  need  to  be  heard  now  to  stop  this  self- 
defeating  scam." 

"The  tribes  are  the  largest  employers  in  at  least  seven  counties,  with 
20,000  people  directly  employed  and  many  secondary  benefits  in 
neighboring  towns,"  said  Bresette,  "What  other  industry  with  that  number 
of  employees  has  even  been  intentionally  threatened  by  state  policy? 

State  citizens  need  to  become  engaged,  to  contact  the  Governor  and  tell 
him  to  back  off  on  Native  sovereignty."  He  added,  "Native  people--like 
other  people--have  diverse  opinions  about  gaming,  but  we  all  agree  it 
should  be  our  sovereign  decision,  not  the  State's.  Thompson  is  using  the 
issue  to  establish  more  control  over  the  reservations,  and  abrogate  basic 
rights  that  we  recently  risked  our  lives  to  protect.  We  are  glad  to 
discuss  real  concerns  over  gaming,  but  not  with  a gun  to  our  heads." 

Sierra  Powers  of  WATER/Anishinaabe  Niijii  said:  "The  Thompson 
Administration  for  years  has  attempted  to  coerce  the  tribes  to  give  up 
their  treaty  rights,  or  to  prevent  them  from  enacting  federal  air  and 
water  quality  standards  for  their  lands.  The  threat  to  close  casinos  is 
just  one  more  attempt  to  weaken  environmental  standards  in  favor  of 
polluters  like  Exxon." 

***Please  immediately  contact  Governor  Thompson  at  the  State  Capitol, 
Madison  WI  53702,  call  (608)  266-1212,  or  e-mail  wisgov@mail . state .wi . us 

For  updates,  contact  the  Midwest  Treaty  Network  , Box  1350,  Bayfield  WI 
54814;  call  (715)  779-5071,  e-mail  mtn@igc.apc.org,  call  the  Hotline  at 
toll-free  (800)  445-8615,  or  log  on  the  web  site  at  http: //www. alphacdc . 
com/treaty 

For  statistics  on  gaming,  welfare,  and  employment,  log  on  http: //www. 
.wisconsinindiangaming.com 

- "RE:  Rez  Public  Safety  Crisis"  

Date:  Fri,  19  Dec  1997  16:37:48  -0500 
From:  Sonja  Keohane  <son jakeo@pond . com> 

Sub j : "Public  Safety  Crisis"  on  reservations 

UUCP  email 

Prepared  for  the  Web:  Thursday,  December  18,  1997,  5:01:28  PM 
Report  finds  'public  safety  crisis'  on  reservations 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  - American  Indians  receive  less  than  half  the  police 
protection  provided  to  other  rural  communities  and  face  a "public  safety 
crisis"  because  of  soaring  reservation  crime  rates,  according  to  a Clinton 
administration  report. 

The  report  proposes  doubling  the  size  of  reservation  police  forces  and 
suggests  that  a Dustice  Department  takeover  of  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 
police  functions  could  improve  safety. 

President  Clinton  has  given  the  Interior  and  Dustice  departments  until 
the  end  of  the  year  to  recommend  a plan  for  dealing  with  reservation  crime 
so  he  can  put  it  in  his  1999  budget.  The  report  was  prepared  by  a team  of 
federal  officials,  U.S.  attorneys  and  tribal  leaders. 

"Simply  put,  many  American  citizens  living  on  Indian  reservations  do  not 
receive  even  the  minimum  level  of  law  enforcement  services  taken  for 
granted  in  non-Indian  communities,"  the  report  said. 


The  report  stopped  short  of  endorsing  a Justice  Department  takeover  of 
reservation  law  enforcement,  but  said  that  would  ensure  better 
congressional  funding  and  higher  standards.  It  also  would  bring  "the  full 
array  of  all  DOJ  resources  to  bear  on  the  deplorable  condition  of  Indian 
country  law  enforcement,"  the  report  said. 

Tribes  are  deeply  divided  over  the  idea,  however,  and  it  is  losing 
momentum  within  the  administration,  according  to  a Justice  Department 
official  who  spoke  on  condition  of  anonymity. 

Interior  Secretary  Bruce  Babbitt  has  "effectively  deferred  this  matter" 
to  his  new  assistant  secretary  for  Indian  affairs,  Kevin  Gover,  who 
oversees  the  BIA,  the  source  said. 

Gover,  who  has  expressed  concerns  about  dismantling  the  BIA,  hasn't  been 
convinced  the  Justice  Department  could  obtain  more  money  for  law 
enforcement,  said  spokesman  Thomas  Sweeney. 

Major  tribes  have  come  down  on  either  side.  Two  of  the  largest,  the 
Navajo  Nation  and  the  Oklahoma  Cherokees,  want  the  BIA  to  stay  in  control 
of  law  enforcement,  while  the  Oglala  Sioux  and  many  other  tribes  favor  the 
Justice  Department  takeover.  Many  tribes  took  no  position  at  all. 

"We  have  2.3  million  acres  throughout  the  reservation,"  said  Charles 
Murphy,  chairman  of  the  Standing  Rock  Sioux,  who  favor  the  Justice 
Department  plan.  "It  would  be  so  much  easier  for  us  to  get  additional  law 
enforcement  people." 

Nationwide,  there  are  1,600  BIA  and  tribal  officers  patrolling  56 
million  acres  of  Indian  land,  or  1.3  officers  for  every  1,000  residents, 
according  to  the  report.  That  compares  to  an  average  of  2.9  officers  per  1, 
000  residents  in  small  non-Indian  communities.  On  the  Navajo  reservation, 
there  is  fewer  than  one  officer  per  1,000  residents. 

The  report  calls  for  adding  2,047  officers  to  reservations  and 
increasing  the  number  of  criminal  investigators  from  270  to  496. 

The  homicide  rate  on  Indian  lands  has  soared  87  percent  over  the  past 
five  years,  even  as  it  has  dropped  22  percent  nationwide.  In  1995,  the 
murder  rate  on  the  Fort  Peck  Reservation  in  Montana  was  more  than  twice 
that  of  New  Orleans,  one  of  the  nation's  most  violent  cities,  the  report 
said . 


"RE : Mattaponi  Issue"  

Date:  Wed,  10  Dec  1997  04:28:38  EST 
From:  Miketben  <Miketben@aol . com> 

Sub j : N.A.S.L.  - MATTAPONI  DAMN  ISSUE  - More  Info 

**  NORTH  AMERICAN  SPIRIT  LODGE  ** 

MATTAPONI  DAMN  ISSUE 
MORE  INFO 

Date:  97-12-10  03:14:53  EST 
From:  mbarany@vt.edu  (Marc  Barany) 

Sub j : Mattaponi 

Friends ! 

I am  amazed  by  the  response  and  it  has  reinforced  my  optimism  in  a brighter 
day. 

I have  made  this  a mass  emailing  since  you  all  are  concerned  with: 

1.  Information  on  the  breached  treaty  and 

2.  How  to  express  your  heart. 

The  King  William  Reservoir  will  not  flood  any  of  the  150  acre  land  currently 
resided  on  by  the  Mattaponi,  however,  the  1677  Treaty  created  a three  mile 
buffer  zone  around  the  reservation,  a portion  of  which  will  be  flooded. 

Beneath  the  waters  of  the  proposed  reservoir  would  be  92  drowned 
archaeological  sites  spanning  more  than  8,000  years.  These  were  detected  in 
phase  I of  the  cultural  resource  management  process  required  under  the 
National  Historic  Preservation  Act.  Phase  II  researchers  evaluate 
archaeological  sites  and  seek  info  to  interpret: 

a sites  cultural  affiliation  affiliation 


its  overall  function 

its  temporal  span  of  occupation 

boundaries  and  anticipated  cultural  content 

The  developers  justification  for  any  impacts  or  destruction  of 
"archaeological  resources",  is  their  commitment  to  mitigating  these  sites. 

If  you  ask  me  sacred  remnants  of  ancestral  lives  are  being  treated  like 
coal  deposits.  Phase  II  is  not  even  required  by  law  until  the  federal 
permit  to  construct  the  reservoir  is  issued.  In  short.  National  Register 
status  (governments  attempt  to  honor  historical  cultures)  can  only  be 
achieved  after  their  destruction  is  legislatively  allowed.  Something  to 
ponder. 

Burial  sites  will  also  be  impacted.  The  developers  don't  understand  the 
true  impacts  of  spiritual  violations  (This  is  obvious  with  the  cultural 
resource  management  process.)  They  have  not  located  any,  and  of  course  this 
is  withheld. 

Also  effecting  the  Mattaponi  Reservation,  is  the  75  million  gallons  per  day 
withdrawal  from  the  Mattaponi  River  to  feed  this  reservoir.  Their  are  fears 
that  salt  will  move  up  this  tidal  river  and  affect  the  anadromous  shad  who 
spawn  in  freshwater.  The  Mattaponi  maintain  a shad  hatchery  on  the  river. 

And  of  course,  like  all  reservoirs  in  Va,  development  will  soon  follow 
which  will  bring  increased  pollution.  This  can  be  detrimental  in  a state 
which  fines  polluting  industries  only  if  they  agree  to  (this  is  why  the 
federal  govt  stepped  in  to  sue  Smithfield). 

Dioxin,  considered  one  of  the  highest  toxic  chemicals  by  the  EPA  was  also 
found  in  groundwater  upstream  where  the  Chesapeake  paper  company  dumped 
waste.  Dioxin  bioconcentrates  in  fish  10,000  times. 

This  means  the  fish  act  as  collecting  nets  for  this  chemical.  The  Mattaponi 
still  fish  the  river. 

Even  more  disturbing,  the  County  Administrator  David  Whitlow,  would  not 
allow  the  Sierra  Club  to  test  the  groundwater  near  the  dump.  They  informed 
the  EPA  of  their  suspicions  and  the  EPA  has  provided  the  truth.  This  same 
County  Administrator  is  the  creator  of  this  reservoir  project,  which  could 
also  be  tainted. 

All  this  effects  obviously  justifies  the  Mattaponi  and  Pamunkey  Tribes 
opposition  to  the  reservoir.  So  why  weren't  they  considered  when  the  land 
was  sold  by  the  King  William  County?  Their  rights  were  neglected  then  and 
were  denied  this  past  summer  when  Attorney  General  Gilmore  declared  that  the 
Treaty  of  1677  is  void.  The  developers  newsletter  states  the  treaty  has  "no 
relevance  to  life  in  Virginia  at  the  threshold  of  the  21st  Century".  Gilmore 
was  just  elected  Va  State  Governor. 

So  what  can  we  do? 

We  have  been  urging  the  State  Water  Control  Board  (which  does  not  address 
cultural  issues)  to  vote  against  the  project.  If  they  do,  the  project  is 
stopped  and  we  can  seek  justice  culturally.  If  they  issue  the  state  permit 
the  Army  Corp  of  Engineers  issues  the  fed  permit.  Both  permits  deal 
strictly  with  water  quality.  The  vote  by  the  SWCB  is  on  the  16,  next 
Tuesday.  If  you  live  in  close  proximity  to  the  members  their  addresses  are 
listed  on  the  web  page: 

http://www.vt . edu : 10021/M/mbar any /mattaponi/ 

I will  be  talking  with  leff  Corntassel,  a Political  Science  professor  here 
about  pushing  some  buttons  in  the  name  of  justice,  so  I will  get  back  to 
you . 

It's  great  to  hear  from  so  many,  greater  is  the  one  love. 

Expect  to  hear  from  me  soon! 

"Do  not  follow  for  miles  with  that  secret; 

Do  not  hold  onto  the  years  regretting; 

Do  not  pardon  your  own  shyness  as  an  excuse; 
say  it"  Matt  Barany 

"To  unite  all  the  governed,  to  protect  persons  and  their  property  and  to 
serve  ALL  of  them  equally,  with  a view  of  resolving  their  diverse  and 
complex  interests  into  one  harmonious,  working  entity,  should  be  the 
ultimate  goal  of  every  government" 

Chief  Melford  Okilo 


"Nothing  in  the  world 

is  as  soft  and  yielding  as  water. 

Yet  for  dissolving  the  hard  and  inflexible, 
nothing  can  surpass  it."  Lao-tzu 

"RE : Kahoolawe"  

Date:  Tue,  9 Dec  1997  18:48:43  -1000 

From:  Hawaii  Nation  Info  <info@hawaii-nation .org> 

Sub j : Kahoolawe  - Rain  Ceremony  & PKO  T-Shirts 

UUCP  email 

Ceremony  hopes  to  bring  nourishment  to  parched  Kahoolawe 
The  Maui  News 

Thursday,  December  4,  1997 
By  VALERIE  MONSON 
Staff  Writer 

ULUPALAKUA  --An  ancient  bridge  of  life  broken  by  modern  man  was 
rededicated  Wednesday  with  the  hope  that  the  rains  of  old  would  again  flow 
between  the  rolling  hills  of  Ulupalakua  and  the  parched  lands  of  Kahoolawe. 

"We  want  to  bring  back  the  clouds,  we  want  to  bring  back  the  rains  to 
re-green  Kahoolawe,"  said  Keoni  Fairbanks,  executive  director  of  the 
Kahoolawe  Island  Reserve  Commission,  standing  on  the  edge  of  a slope  that 
once  served  as  the  Maui  fountainhead  for  the  famous  rain  cloud  that  spanned 
the  channel  to  link  the  two  islands. 

And  so  in  a ceremony  that  honored  the  gods  of  Hawaii  and  paid  tribute  to 
those  who  gave  their  sweat  --  or  even  their  lives  --  in  the  struggle  to 
reclaim  Kahoolawe,  more  than  100  people  who  often  don't  walk  the  same  path 
came  together  to  ask  the  heavens  to  bless  the  area  again  with  a new  string 
of  clouds. 

"We'll  see  a bridge  that  will  go  across  to  Kahoolawe  and  bring  back  the 
historic  naulu  rains,"  said  Dr.  Noa  Emmett  Aluli,  the  KIRC  chairman  who 
was  one  of  the  early  leaders  in  the  fight  to  get  back  Kahoolawe  from  U.S. 
military  control.  "It's  going  to  take  a lot  of  work,  a lot  of  effort,  but 
it's  going  to  be  one  of  those  once-in-a-lifetime  experiences." 

U.S.  Sen.  Daniel  Inouye  joined  Office  of  Hawaiian  Affairs  Chairwoman 
Frenchy  DeSoto,  Protect  Kahoolawe  Ohana  representative  Leslie  Kuloloio, 
Ulupalakua  Ranch  owner  Pardee  Erdman,  officials  from  the  U.S.  Navy  and  a 
host  of  others  who  presented  offerings  or  planted  seedlings  to  coax  the 
clouds  to  come. 

"It  began  as  a demand  over  20  years  ago  that  the  island  of  Kahoolawe  be 
returned  to  the  people  of  Hawaii,  and  a dream  that  it  be  healed  and 
restored  to  a serene  and  cultural  state,"  said  Inouye.  "We  are  one  step 
closer  to  making  this  dream  a reality." 

After  the  island  was  returned  to  state  control  in  1993,  Congress  authorized 
a total  of  no  more  than  $400  million  of  federal  appropriations  over  a 
10-year  period  to  clean  up  the  mess  caused  by  decades  of  bombing.  But  KIRC 
leaders  realized  the  success  of  the  entire  project  depended  upon  something 
that  money  can't  buy:  rain. 

"It  was  Auntie  Frenchy  who  said  we  needed  a way  to  start  off  the 
restoration, " said  Fairbanks.  "But  where  would  we  do  it?  It  would  have 
been  hard  on  Kahoolawe  so  we  were  looking  at  places  over  here  and  when  we 
heard  about  the  legend  of  the  rain  cloud,  we  knew  this  was  where  it  should 
be. " 

The  cowboys  of  Ulupalakua  Ranch  had  passed  along  the  legend  of  the  rain 
cloud  that  began  at  Pu'u  Mahoe  (The  Twin  Hills)  and  arched  over  the 
channel,  producing  showers  nearly  every  afternoon.  But  extensive  cattle 
ranching  on  Kahoolawe,  followed  by  a wild  population  of  goats  wreaking  more 
havoc  and  then  the  barrage  of  bombing  runs  left  the  island  eroded  and  the 
cloud  chain  shattered. 

When  KIRC  leaders  went  searching  for  a ceremonial  site  to  call  back  the 
clouds,  Mahealani  Kaiaokamalie,  who  works  to  preserve  Native  Hawaiian 
forests,  and  Sumner  Erdman,  president  of  the  ranch,  knew  exactly  where  it 
should  be. 


"The  first  place  out  of  my  mind  was  Pu'u  Mahoe, " said  Kaiaokamalie, 
familiar  with  what  the  cowboys  had  remembered. 

Those  at  Ulupalakua  Ranch,  who  also  like  their  pastures  green,  were  just  as 
thrilled  at  restoring  the  rain  clouds  and  granted  quick  permission  for  the 
ceremony  as  well  as  public  access  to  their  land. 

Once  everything  was  set,  Kaiaokamalie  helped  construct  the  rain  ahu  (altar) 
on  the  slope  where  Wednesday's  offerings  were  delivered  with  reverence  and 
reflection.  Across  the  channel  on  the  highest  point  of  Kahoolawe,  a similar 
--  although  temporary  --  ahu  had  also  been  erected  to  receive  the 
outpouring  of  chants,  prayers  and  gifts.  A permanent  structure  will  replace 
it  when  the  cleanup  has  been  made  complete. 

Although  the  event  focused  on  the  possibilities  of  a greener  future,  many 
of  those  who  fought  for  Kahoolawe  but  didn't  live  to  see  this  day  were 
memorialized,  either  in  the  speeches  or  later  during  private  conversations: 
the  five  kupuna  of  Molokai  --  Auntie  Clara  Ku,  Auntie  Mary  Lee,  Auntie  Lani 
Kupuni,  Auntie  Rose  Wainui  and  Uncle  Bill  Wainui;  Edith  Kanakaole  of  the 
Big  Island  and  her  son.  Parley,  who  lived  in  Hana;  Molokai  kahuna  Emma  De 
Fries;  and,  of  course,  George  Helm  of  Molokai  and  Kimo  Mitchell  of  Keanae, 
the  two  young  men  who  mysteriously  died  at  sea  20  years  ago  during  the 
early  struggle. 

"This  is  George's  thing,  he  would  always  say,  'Let's  green  Kahoolawe,'  " 
said  Aluli.  "He  would  talk  about  that  and  now,  a whole  generation  later, 
we ' re  doing  it . " 

Before  the  reforestation  can  begin  in  earnest,  however,  the  unexploded 
ordnance  must  be  swept  up  and  hauled  away.  On  Tuesday,  informational 
meetings  about  the  cleanup  project's  possible  job  opportunities  were  held 
on  Molokai  and  Maui,  according  to  Stanton  Enomoto,  KIRC  remediation  program 
manager.  More  sessions  will  be  held,  but  the  work  is  expected  to  begin  in 
April.  Plantings  will  follow. 

DeSoto  reminded  the  crowd  to  nourish  the  land,  but  to  never  lose  the  spirit 
that  got  it  back. 

"There  shall  be  a message  for  the  world  and  that  message  is  aloha,"  she  said. 


Protect  Kaho'olawe  'Ohana  t-shirt  order  form  is  now  available  on  the  website: 

http://www.kahoolawe.org 
Order  it  now  and  beat  the  Christmas  rush  :) 


For  more  information  on  Kaho'olawe  see: 

Protect  Kaho'olawe  'Ohana 
http: //www. kahoolawe.org 
Kaho'olawe  Island  Reserve  Commission 
http : //www . hawaii . gov/ kirc/ home . htm 
More  Kaho'olawe  Links 

http://hawaiianculture.miningco.com/msubl6.htm 


[ Hawai'i  - Independent  & Sovereign  | 

j info@hawaii-nation.org  http://hawaii-nation.org  [ 


"The  cause  of  Hawaii  and  independence  is  larger  and  dearer  than 
the  life  of  any  man  connected  with  it.  Love  of  country  is  deep- 
seated  in  the  breast  of  every  Hawaiian,  whatever  his  station." 

- Queen  Lili' uokalani 

"RE:  History:  Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers"  

Date:  Sun,  23  Nov  1997  14:03:28  -0500 
From:  Ishgooda  <ishgooda@tdi . net>) 

FORWARD,  Original  message  follows  

From:  "Holly  R.  Zane"  <wendat@theonramp.net> 

Subject:  Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers:  Tarhe's  Final  Battle 

The  Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers:  An  Historical  Perspective 


<Picture> 

Dr.  G.  Michael  Pratt,  Heidelberg  College  professor  of  anthropology. 


delivered  the  keynote  address  for  the  bicentennial  commemoration  of  the 
Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers  in  August,  1994.  The  ceremony  took  place  at  the 
Fallen  Timbers  State  Memorial,  along  the  banks  of  the  Maumee  River.  The 
following  article  is  the  text  of  Pratt's  speech. 


At  this  moment  two  hundred  years  ago,  the  Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers  was 
over.  Two  miles  from  here  General  Anthony  Wayne  and  the  Legion  of  the 
United  States  still  stood  in  their  battle  formation.  Four  miles  away  the 
British  garrison  at  Fort  Miamis,  now  located  in  Maumee,  awaited  Wayne's 
next  move.  Beyond  the  Fort,  the  retreating  Indian  warriors  congregated  at 
the  Mouth  of  Swan  Creek,  near  Toledo's  middlegrounds . At  this  moment  two 
hundred  years  ago,  all  of  them  were  just  beginning  to  assess  what  we,  two 
centuries  later,  are  here  to  recognize  and  commemorate  - the  significance 
of  the  Fallen  Timbers  Campaign. 

Two  hundred  years  ago  the  United  States,  a Confederation  of  Indian  tribes 
and  Great  Britain  all  sought  control  of  the  land  known  as  the  Northwest 
Territory,  a vast  area  north  of  the  Ohio  and  east  of  the  Mississippi 
rivers.  For  the  young  United  States,  the  control  of  this  area  was  vital  to 
its  survival.  The  addition  of  the  Northwest  Territory  would  permit  the  US. 
to  grow  beyond  its  original  thirteen  colonies.  Monies  gained  through  the 
sale  of  this  land  would  pay  the  Revolutionary  War  debts  that  threatened  to 
bankrupt  the  national  government.  For  the  United  States  there  was  also  an 
issue  of  military  credibility.  During  the  previous  four  years,  the  U.S. 
army  had  been  severely  beaten  twice  by  the  Ohio  Indian  tribes  and  the  army 
was  ridiculed  at  home  and  abroad.  In  1794  its  newly  reorganized  army 
prepared  to  face  the  Ohio  tribes  for  the  last  time.  If  the  campaign  ended 
in  defeat,  the  U.S.  would  reconsider  proposals  for  an  Indian  Buffer  State 
in  the  lands  north  of  the  Ohio  River. 

For  Great  Britain,  the  loss  of  the  Northwest  Territory  meant  a loss  of  fur 
trade  profits  and  a further  reduction  of  her  empire.  The  English  had  left 
their  Indian  allies  out  in  the  cold  by  the  treaty  that  ended  the  American 
Revolution  and  secretly  feared  that  angry  Indians  might  turn  on  the 
Canadian  frontier.  Great  Britain  voiced  support  for  continued  war  and  hoped 
to  regain  control  of  the  Northwest  Territory  following  an  Indian  victory. 

In  the  spring  of  1794,  the  British  built  Fort  Miamis  in  a show  of  strength 
and  solidarity  with  their  Indian  allies,  but  no  one  knew  if  these  British 
actions  were  more  than  just  a show. 

For  the  Indian  peoples  of  the  area,  there  was  only  one  issue.  They  faced 
the  loss  of  their  lands  and  their  lives  in  the  continuation  of  a long  and 
bloody  war  between  themselves  and  the  frontier  settlers.  It  was  a war  that 
had  been  fought  almost  constantly  for  fifty  years  and  by  three  generations. 
It  was  a war  fueled  by  hatred  and  intolerance  of  cultural  and  racial 
differences.  It  was  a war  in  which  no  quarter  was  expected  or  given  by 
either  side. 

Because  the  issues  were  vital  to  all  concerned,  the  outcome  of  this  battle 
was  destined  to  be  significant.  Fallen  Timbers  was  not  an  event  that  burst 
on  the  scene  suddenly,  leaving  an  indelible  memory.  It  was  not  like  the 
explosion  of  Challenger.  Rather,  a significant  outcome  was  anticipated,  but 
none  could  be  certain  of  what  that  outcome  would  be.  Fallen  Timbers  was 
like  the  Apollo  moon  landing.  Many  of  the  participants  realized  they  would 
be  a part  of  history,  and  therefore  recorded  the  events  leading  to  the 
Battle  and  its  aftermath.  These  accounts  tell  us  of  the  course  of  the 
Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers. 

About  8 am.  the  one  hundred-fifty  mounted  Kentucky  volunteers  that  were 
leading  Wayne's  army  downstream  bumped  into  the  center  of  an  ambush  line  of 
about  1,100  Indian  warriors  and  100  British  volunteers.  Overwhelmed  by  a 
heavy  fire  the  Kentuckians  fled  towards  the  main  army  some  500  yards 
behind.  They  were  pursued  by  300-400  warriors  who,  anticipating  a quick 
victory,  gave  up  their  prepared  positions  and  rushed  forward.  A front  guard 
of  army  regulars  was  also  overwhelmed,  but  the  Indian  attack  stalled  when 
it  encountered  a skirmish  line  of  several  hundred  Light  Infantry  and 
riflemen  that  were  covering  the  deployment  of  the  main  body  of  the  Legion 
infantry. 

Flere,  in  a jumble  of  trees  felled  by  a tornado,  the  warriors  and  the 
Legion  skirmishers  traded  gunfire  for  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes  while  the 


main  army  completed  its  battle  line  and  then  opened  fire  with  its  light 
cannon.  Once  in  position,  the  Legion  battle  line  charged  into  the  fallen 
timber,  supported  by  its  Dragoons  and  some  militia.  The  400  or  so  warriors 
who  had  become  thinly  dispersed  across  a broad  front  were  overwhelmed  by 
over  1,000  infantry  and  cavalry.  In  this  instant  the  tide  of  battle  was 
reversed.  Driven  back  to  their  original  position,  the  retreating  warriors 
created  disorganization  and  panic  among  the  Indians  who  had  remained  behind. 
Only  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  battlefield,  out  near  Monclova  Road,  was 
there  an  organized  attempt  to  defeat  the  Legion's  charge.  Here  100  Wyandots 
led  by  Chief  Tarhe,  100  British  militia  and  some  Odawas  retreated  slowly 
and  fired  rapidly  into  the  left  side  of  the  advancing  army.  Here,  Lt.  Henry 
Towles,  whose  descendants  are  here  today  and  Little  Otter,  an  Odawa  Chief 
who  is  also  represented  here  today,  met  their  deaths.  Outnumbered  and 
driven  from  the  battlefield,  the  warriors  fled  downstream  past  Fort  Miamis 
whose  silent  cannon  loudly  proclaimed  that  the  British  had  once  again 
failed  their  Indian  allies.  The  Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers  was  over.  At  this 
hour,  200  years  ago  everyone  was  wondering  where  the  events  of  the  day 
would  lead. 

Two  hundred  years  later  the  United  States  stretches  across  an  entire 
continent  and  is  the  richest  and  most  powerful  nation  in  the  world.  Much  of 
the  size,  population  and  wealth  of  our  country  developed  from  the  resources 
and  industrial  might  of  the  territory  that  was  won  here  two  centuries  ago. 

In  the  Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers,  the  United  States  won  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Wisconsin  and  Michigan.  For  two  hundred  years,  Canada  has  been 
overshadowed  by  that  same  population  and  industrial  power  that  developed  in 
areas  that  were  once  under  the  control  of  British  Canada.  For  two  hundred 
years  the  descendants  of  the  warriors  who  fought  here  have  been  viewed  as  a 
beaten  and  captive  people  by  the  majority  of  Americans.  They  have  been 
moved  from  reservation  to  reservation  in  response  to  the  desires  of  their 
conquerors.  Only  recently  have  the  voices  of  these  original  Americans  again 
been  heard  in  their  homeland.  Viewed  from  the  perspective  of  history,  the 
Fallen  Timbers  Campaign  was  a turning  point  in  the  development,  not  only  of 
the  United  States,  but  of  all  of  North  America. 

Because  of  the  significance  of  its  outcome,  the  Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers 
passed  into  legend  and  now,  two  centuries  later,  the  events  loom  larger 
than  life.  For  the  U.S.  army  it  is  the  final  scene  from  the  movie  Rocky  -- 
almost  knocked  out  twice,  but  refusing  to  yield,  the  legend  says,  the  army 
rose  from  the  mat  and  marched  into  glory  under  Mad  Anthony  Wayne.  But  in 
reality.  General  Wayne  was  ill,  he  was  ambushed,  and  his  orders  went 
unheeded.  Captain  MisCampbell,  just  before  he  was  killed,  said  of  the 
battle,  "all  is  confusion."  The  Indians  of  the  legend  are  described  as 
savages  blocking  the  course  of  civilization,  but  in  reality,  the  dead  they 
left  on  the  Fallen  Timbers  battlefield  were  scalped  and  mutilated  by  the 
civilized  Americans.  The  British  role  in  the  battle  is  usually  ignored,  but 
the  British  participants  were  all  volunteers;  they  were  some  of  the  last  to 
retreat  and  their  unit  suffered  a greater  percentage  of  death  than  either 
Wayne's  Legion  or  the  Indian  Confederacy.  The  final  irony  of  the  legend  is 
Chief  Turkeyfoot.  The  legendary  Indian  leader  is  the  only  individual  from 
either  side  to  have  his  own  monument,  Turkeyfoot  Rock.  Today,  Turkeyfoot 
appears  to  be  a total  fiction. 

Viewed  from  the  perspective  of  history,  the  Battle  of  Fallen  Timbers,  like 
all  other  battles,  was  a messy  and  a desperate  affair.  Like  all  other 
battles,  it  was  a gamble  among  political  leaders  that  was  wagered  with 
human  lives. 

For  those  who  lives  were  bet,  this  battle,  like  all  battles,  had  personal 
significance.  On  August  20,  1794  Sergeant  Eli  Edmonson  of  the  4th 
Sub-Legion  laid  his  life  on  the  line.  Eli  Edmonson  fought  for  nearly  two 
hours  until  he  was  struck  down  by  a bullet  near  the  end  of  the  battle.  Too 
badly  wounded  to  move,  Eli  Edmonson  lay  on  the  field,  alone  and  suffering, 
for  two  days  and  two  nights.  During  that  time  General  Wayne  gave  no  orders 
to  search  for  the  wounded  or  to  bury  the  dead.  On  August  22,  Eli  Edmonson 
died  just  minutes  before  his  body  was  found  by  the  first  burial  detail. 

Like  all  of  the  individual  Indian  warriors  and  all  of  the  British  militia 
who  were  killed  here  and  like  at  least  13  of  his  fellow  Legionnaires, 
Sergeant  Eli  Edmonson  was  buried  in  an  unmarked  grave  and  his  name  appears 


on  no  monument. 


Copyright  G.  Michael  Pratt,  1994 


<Picture>Heidelberg  College  / Office  of  College  Relations  / 

webmaster@heidelberg.edu 

Thank  you  . . . Holly  R.  Zane 

"RE : Native  Prisoner"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Dec  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Danet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Contacting  those  in  the  Ironhouse 

UUCP  email 

I encourage  correspondents  to  be  cautious  when  corresponding  with 
anyone  in  prison.  Especially  be  aware  that  some  things  we  take  for  granted 
as  a part  of  our  ceremonies  are  very  much  contraband  in  the  prison 
system.  Always  ask  what  is  permitted  before  you  send  anything.  In  most 
prisons,  the  chaplain  can  be  a conduit  for  ceremonial  items  a prisoner 
cannot  receive  directly. 


From  Laura  Brook's  Pen  Pal  website: 

http: //www. brooks . simplenet . com/penpal . html 

Tell  a Native  American  Prisoner  someone  cares! 


The  following  is  a portion  of  the  list  of  Native  American  Prisoners 
incarcerated  in  prisons  throughout  the  United  States.  The  full  list 
is  found  at  the  Native  Prisoners  Pen  Pal  list  at  the  following  web  site: 
http://www.brooks.simplenet.com/penpal.html  (note  that  this  is  a new 
address  --  Laura  Brooks,  the  owner  of  this  site  recently  moved  it  from 
the  previous  geocities  server) . The  list  is  a compilation  of  the  efforts 
of  many  different  people.  Wotanging  Ikche  readers  and  friends  including 
River  and  Sunhawk  provided  the  bulk  of  my  resources.  The  other  lists  came 
about  as  a result  of  Laura  Brooks'  research  on  Native  American  Spiritual 
Freedom  in  Prison.  If  you  know  of  a Native  prisoner  who  would  like  to 
be  included  here,  please  e-mail  lanet  Smith  at  jans@atlcom.net.  My 
thanks  to  Laura  Brooks  for  giving  this  list  a home  on  the  web. 

Reminder  and  Caution:  It  is  common  for  prisoners  to  be  moved  abruptly. 

If  your  correspondent  suddenly  quits  writing,  don't  assume  it's  by  choice. 
Inquire  about  his  or  her  location  and  situation  --  often  the  prison  chaplain 
can  help  you  with  this.  If  you  know  a prisoner  on  our  list  has  been  moved, 
please  let  us  know.  Also,  if  your  correspondent  requests  that  you  send 
him  or  her  anything,  particularly  ceremonial  items,  check  the  prison  to 
ensure  the  requested  items  are  not  contraband.  Sometimes  items  of  religious 
significance  that  are  ordinarily  banned  may  be  given  to  the  prisoner  by  the 
chaplain . 

Native  Americans  who  celebrate  traditionally  just  obsered  Winter  Solstice. 
Other  families  will  be  honoring  holidays  with  their  families.  Whatever 
your  tradition,  if  you're  away  from  home,  especially  imprisoned,  loneliness 
and  alienation  from  your  people  is  especially  painful. 


Please  remember  our  people  in  the  Iron  House  --  they  would  love  contact  -- 
a card  or  a letter,  to  let  them  know  they  matter  and  are  cared  about. 


Satterfield,  Charles  A 
CV-1549 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  4/6/65 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Smith,  Markham  Lee 
#213-336  - 5 Dorm 
PO  Box  69 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  7/31/62 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


Savol,  Anthony 


Smith,  Michael  Scott 


AP9394  SCI  - Albion 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  5/3/54 

Schmidt,  Pogey  L. 

#29239  - S-D-139 
609  E.  Pence  Rd. 

Western  Missouri  Corr.  Center 
Camern,  MO  64429 

Scott,  Brett  Kevin 

#184-464 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  3/19/58 
Ancestry:  Apache 

Self,  Terry 
#253-474 
PO  Box  69 

London,  OH  43140-0740 
Date  of  Birth:  6/20/93 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Blackfoot 

Shankes,  Marshall  Allen 

#275-553 

PO  Box  740 

London,  OH  43140 

Date  of  Birth:  11/11/58 

Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Sitz,  Jonathan  Wesley 

#226-595 

2294  Slagle  Rd . 

Leesville,  LA  71446 

Slay,  Mike  L. 

#318-994 
PO  Box  740 
London,  OH  43140 
Date  of  Birth:  5/8/73 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Smith,  Christopher  P. 

#215-786 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  6/24/58 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Smith,  Leslie  Allen 
#13598  ACH-333 
PO  Box  41 

Michigan  City,  IN  46361-0041 
Date  of  Birth:  9/15/50 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 


From  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Wolverine  (William  Jones  Ignace) 

Political  Prisoner 

Box  4000 

Abbotsford,  BC 

V2S  5X8 


#170-098 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  2/19/63 
Ancestry:  Mescalero  Apache 

Smith,  0.  Keith 
#254-706 
PO  Box  7010 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  9/6/41 
Ancestry:  Cheyane 

Smith,  Jr.,  Harold  Leon 
# A247-081 
PO  Box  7010  - 2A 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  10/26/66 
Ancestry:  Cherokee/Shawnee 

Stevens,  Anthony 
#276-306 
PO  Box  511 
Columbus,  OH  43216 
Date  of  Birth:  1/6/67 
Ancestry:  Sioux 

Stevens,  Tracy  Scott 
#315-672  WTFN  7-E-7 
1453  15th.  St. 

Pineville,  LA  71360 
Date  of  Birth:  8/14/74 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Stevenson,  Danny  Joe 
#180-053 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Date  of  Birth:  1/9/45 
Ancestry:  Cherokee 

Stiles,  Sam 
#247-202 
PO  Box  5500 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601 
Ancestry:  Kiowa 

Sullivan,  Rodney  Lee 
#BX7016  C/B#3 
10745  Rt.  18 
Albion,  PA  16475-0002 
Date  of  Birth:  5/8/67 


"OJ"  Pitawanakwat 
Political  Prisoner 
Box  4000 
Abbotsford,  BC 
V2S  5X8 


For  more  information,  please  contact  the  Free  the  Wolverine  Campaign: 

Box  13-2147  Commercial  Dr,  Vancouver,  BC,  Canada  V5N  4B3 
Spokespeople: 

Splitting  the  Sky  - Phone/Fax:  (604)  543-9661 
Bill  Lightbown  - Phone:  (604)  251-4949 

or  see  the  SISIS  pages  at  http://kafka.uvic.ca/~vipirg/SISIS/gustmain.html 
Also  we  have  a listing  of  native  political  prisoners  around  the  world,  at 
http : //kafka . uvic . ca/~vipirg/SISIS/links/POW. html 


Please  especially  remember  - this  is  the  "Year  of  Leonard". 

Leonard  Peltier  #89637-132,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048 

Both  Laura  and  I would  greatly  appreciate  knowing  about  any  other 
Native  inmate  needing  contact.  Please  send  correspondence  to 
evestar@juno.com 

"RE : A Hundred  Years  Ago"  

Date:  Sat,  20  Dec  1997  16:31:45  -0800 
From:  Landis  <landis@epix. net 

Sub j : Merry  Christmas!  - A Hundred  Years  Ago  - Carlisle  - Week  34 

Mailing  List:  NAT-FILM  <NAT-FILM@MAELSTROM. ST30HNS . EDU 

[Editorial  Note:  These  reprints  are  being  included  in  this 
newsletter  so  that  you  might  know  the  mind  of  those  who 
ran  institutions  like  Carlisle.] 
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[NOTE  TO  LISTSERV:  The  following  poem  should  appear  in  the  shape  of  a 
Christmas  tree.  You  must  open  your  window  to  full  screen  in  order  to 
view  this  as  it  appeared  in  the 

WEEKLY  LETTER 
- from  the  - 

INDIAN  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  CARLISLE,  PA 

- Barb] 


THE  CHRISTMAS  TREE 

* 


Once 
on  a 
time  a 
tiny  bud 
p e e k ed 
softly  from 
the  ground 

and  looked  up 
at  the  forest  trees 
that  pierced  the  sky 

around.  "How  big 

they  are  and  beautiful/' 

it  thought,  "and  I'm  so 

small  I don't  suppose  I'll  ever  be  of 
any  use  at  all . " 

Spring  showers 

sprinkled  diamonds  on 
the  tender  little  one. 

The  big  trees  spread  their 
leafy  arms  to  shield  it  from 
the  sun.  The  wild  birds  sang 
a welcome,  and  the  fairies  in  the 
night  joined  hands  and  danced 
around  it  - though  no  mortal  saw 

the  sight.  The  little  tree  encouraged, 

couldn't  help  itself  but  grow  till  Sum- 
mer's Queen  departed  and  King  Winter 

came  with  snow,  and  then  the  big  trees  dropped  their 
leaves  to  keep  it  snug  and  warm, 
and  lent  their  stalwart  bodies  to 
protect  it  from  the  storm;  and  soon 
the  tiny  bud  became  a modest  little 
tree,  but  different  from  all  the  rest  who 
watched  it  lovingly  for  when  its  great  big 
brothers  turned  in  Winter  brown  and  bare 

their  gentle  little  sister  kept  her  Summer 

beauty  fair.  At  last,  because  it  was  too  sweet 

and  beautiful  to  stay  where  children  couldn't  see 

it,  it  was  carried  off  one  day  (by  Santa  Claus,  they  tell  me) 
and  brought  in  the  Home  to  be  for  girls 
and  boys  and  old  folks  too  a lovely  Christ- 
mas tree.  There,  blest  by  guardian  angels 
gazing  on  it  from  above,  its  green  and  graceful 
branches  bending  low  with  gifts  of  love  it  fills  the 
heart  with  gladness  and  good  will  to  all  on  earth, 

and  tells  the  old  new  story  of  the  Holy  Infant's  birth. 

Out  in  the  cold,  dark,  dreary  woods  its  sturdy  brothers 
moan  and  call  their  little  sister  who  away  from  them  has 

flown,  and  then  the  breezes  whisper  they  have  seen  her  crowned 
with  light  surrounded  by  glad  children  in  the  Home  on  Christmas  bright. 

| Peace  | 

[ on  | 

| Earth,  | 

Good  i 


Will 


to 
Men . 
++++++ 


A very  cheery  letter  from  Mr.  Spray,  Harlem,  Montana,  speaks  of  his 
school  as  running  along  smoothly.  Mrs.  Spray  has  received  an 
appointment  in  the  same  school.  Miss  Leila  Cornelius,  class  '96, 
Carlisle,  has  reported  there  for  duty.  It  must  be  very  cold.  He  says 
the  freeze-up  came  early  in  November,  and  the  2nd  of  December  the 
temperature  was  45  degrees  below  zero.  In  such  weather  he  thinks  of  our 


steam  heat,  electric  lighting  and  other  comforts. 

As  has  been  our  custom  for  years  there  will  be  no  INDIAN  HELPER 
printed  during  holiday  week.  No  subscriber  will  be  the  loser  of  a 
paper,  however,  as  the  full  quota  of  fifty-two  numbers  making  the  year 
will  be  sent  to  each.  Are  the  printers  going  to  take  a holiday?  No! 
They  will  work  as  usual,  but  the  time  will  be  used  in  catching  up  with 
some  work  that  has  fallen  behind,  and  in  making  preparations  for  a good 
new  start  in  1898.  Christmas  Day  and  New  Years  Day  will  be  holidays. 

The  Carlisle  "Evening  Sentinel"  of  Dec.  18th,  has  this  to  say  of  the 
Concert  given  by  the  Indian  band  last  week  in  the  Opera  House: 

Merry  Christmas  music  rally  began  last  evening  when  the  famous  Indian 
school  band  gave  the  last  of  a series  of  three  entertainments  in  the 
opera  house,  in  the  Y.M.C.A.  course.  The  audience  was  a large  one,  and 
must  have  inspired  Director  Dennison  Wheelock  and  his  men,  for  they 
never  played  better  than  last  night,  playing  as  they  did  with  rich 
expression,  and  rare  coloring.  Indeed  several  numbers  were  rendered 
with  such  blending  as  to  cause  unusual  attention.  One  of  the  most 
appreciative  numbers  on  the  excellent  programme  was  the  singing  of  the 
double  Indian  quartette,  their  voices  blended  nicely  and  they  were 
heartily  encored.  "Fiddle  and  I,"  by  Frank  Cayou,  with  violin  obligato 
by  Abram  Isaac,  and  accompaniment  on  the  piano  by  Miss  Senseney,  was  an 
excellent  rendition  on  the  part  of  all  performers.  Truly,  Carlisle  is 
proud  of  her  Indian  school  band,  the  singers,  their  instructors  --  well, 
to  cut  it  short,  the  whole  school. 

Miss  Senseney  gave  a reception  for  the  choir  on  last  Thursday 
evening.  Guests  were  requested  to  costume,  and  a motley  company 
assembled,  some  of  them  completely  disguised  behind  masks.  Uncle  Sam  in 
the  conventional  striped  coat  and  trousers  and  high  hat,  stalked  through 
the  rooms.  The  Eskimo,  dressed  in  skin  parka  with  a false  face  that 
would  have  made  any  baboon  claim  him  as  brother,  seemed  a little 
uncomfortable  in  the  strange  surroundings  and  completely  bewildered  by 
the  music  of  piano  and  tambourine.  Members  of  the  "Farmers'  Alliance" 
were  present,  dressed  as  though  they  had  left  their  plows  in  the  furrows 
and  rushed  to  the  party.  In  contrast  with  them  was  one  young  girl 
dressed  in  dainty  white  with  fern  leaves  fastened  all  over  her  gown; 
Fanny  Fern,  of  course.  Maidens  in  full  Indian  costume  were  present,  and 
who  will  deny  that  the  tall  bugler  made  a pretty  boarding  school  girl, 
though  not  dressed  quite  in  the  height  of  the  fashion.  There  were 
gypsies,  Topsy  and  gentlemen  of  color  in  painfully  high  collars  present, 
and  it  was  remarked  that  the  little  gypsy  and  the  young  Indian  in  full 
buckskin  suit,  gorgeous  in  paint  and  feathers,  who  squatted  in  the 
middle  of  the  floor  while  refreshments  were  served,  made  a very 
picturesque  centre  for  the  company  grouped  about  them.  THe  party  was  a 
decided  success.  It  was  such  fun  to  be  somebody  else  for  a little 
while . 

The  school  entertainment  on  last  Monday  evening  was  a sort  of 
Christmas  event.  The  stage  trimmings,  with  quaint  fire-place  in  which 
was  a glowing  fire  and  hanging  kettle  added  to  the  picturesqueness  of 
the  scene.  The  programs,  with  "A  Merry  Christmas,"  printed  in  brilliant 
red,  was  the  first  reminder  of  what  was  coming.  On  the  outside  page  was 
a stanza  from  Milton's  Hymn  to  the  Nativity.  The  singing  by  the  entire 
school  received  more  than  usual  applause  from  the  faculty.  Spring  Time 
waltz,  accompanied  by  clarinet,  violin  and  piano  was  sung  with  very 
pleasing  effect.  Didn't  little  Agnes  White  speak  well  and  loud?  Frank 
Cayou ' s solo  pleased  everybody  and  he  was  obliged  to  respond  with  an 
encore.  Miss  Cochran's  pupils  did  themselves  proud  in  the  scene  from 
Dickens'  "Christmas  Carol."  Oscar  Davis  spoke  remarkably  well. 
"Somebody's  Mother,'  stood  vividly  out  to  view  when  he  was  through.  The 
sparkling  little  piano  solo  "Spring  Carol,"  by  Edythe  Pierce  enlivened 
all,  and  the  double  quartette,  deserves  special  mention.  Miss  Simmons', 
lames  Flannery's  and  1.  Wheelock' s voices  being  specially  conspicuous, 
while  all  blended  beautifully.  "The  Poet's  Calendar,"  by  pupils  from  5, 
6,  and  7 in  costume  representing  the  months  of  the  year  was  well  done. 
Theodora  Davis  quite  captured  the  audience  in  her  very  natural  message 
to  Santa  Claus  through  the  Telephone.  "Primitive  Life  in  New  York," 


adapted  from  Irving's  Knickerbocker  History  of  New  York  was  good,  but 
perhaps  the  best  thing  of  the  evening  was  Fannie  Harris  as  Mrs.  Ruggles 
preparing  her  nine  "youn'uns"  for  the  Christmas  Dinner,  taken  from  Kate 
Douglas  Wiggins'  "Bird's  Christmas  Carol."  The  evening  was  delightful 
throughout.  The  band  did  its  part  and  was  enjoyed  as  it  always  is.  The 
pupils  from  the  lower  grades,  Maude  Murphy,  No.  1,  and  Dulio  Romero,  No. 
3 deserve  mention  for  the  efforts  made. 


NO  HELPER  NEXT  WEEK. 

Our  schools  will  have  a vacation  for  a week. 

We  hear  that  Philip  Lavatta  is  band  leader  at  Ft.  Hall. 

Constance  Lane  has  gone  to  visit  friends  and  relatives  in 
Massachusetts . 

Howard  Gansworth,  '94,  is  in  from  Princeton  College  to  spend  the 
holidays . 

A number  of  our  boys  and  girls  have  gone  on  invitations  to  the 
country  to  spend  the  holidays  with  their  former  farm  fathers  and 
mothers . 

Never  did  Christmas  tree  look  more  beautiful  than  the  trees  of  our 
campus  on  Wednesday  covered  with  flaky  white,  glistening  in  electric 
light. 

An  Indio-Turkey  war  will  begin  today.  Sixty-five  turkeys  for  the 
pupils'  dinner  have  been  taken  prisoners  of  war.  Poor  innocent 
creatures!  We  love  'em  so  that  we  want  to  eat  'em  up. 

Edward  Marsden,  of  Lane  Seminary,  Cincinnati,  has  a new  piano,  which 
he  says  he  bought  in  preference  to  a bicycle.  Mr.  Marsden  is  a lover  of 
good  music  and  he  plays  eight  different  instruments. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Eastman  are  located  in  Washington,  at  present.  The 
Doctor  is  agent  for  the  Sisseton  and  Flandrau  Indians,  to  secure  rights 
that  were  taken  away  just  after  the  Minnesota  Massacre  in  1862. 

The  Bakery  is  a place  that  is  going  on  quietly  from  day  to  day,  doing 
a very  important  work  and  doing  it  well.  What  is  more  conducive  to 
bodily  comfort  than  the  staff  of  life?  and  in  the  Bakery,  Indian  boys  do 
all  the  baking  without  supervision,  working  hundreds  of  pounds  of  flour, 
daily,  into  good  sweet  bread. 

Is  there  any  one  here  now  who  remembers  Bessie  West,  a pupil  in  the 
early  days  of  our  school?  Yes,  indeed,  there  are  several,  and  they  were 
very  much  pleased  to  hear  from  her  through  a letter  to  the  Captain,  this 
week.  She  has  been  Mrs.  Cully  for  some  time  and  is  the  mother  of  a 
bright  little  family  of  children.  The  Captain  was  glad  to  get  a small 
bag  of  pecan-nuts,  gathered  by  Bessie  from  the  trees  on  her  place. 

The  snow  on  Wednesday  morning  was  so  altogether  beautiful  that  the 
girls  went  into  ecstasies  as  they  came  out  from  breakfast.  It  was  the 
first  real  snowball  snow  we  have  had  thus  far,  and  the  dash  they  made 
for  each  other  was  very  funny.  But  there  must  have  been  wet  feet,  and 
the  Man-on-the-band-stand  wondered  who  would  take  the  trouble  to  dry 
them.  It  is  only  a foolish,  silly  little  girl  who  says,  "Oh,  I never 
take  cold." 

The  Standards  and  Invincibles  gave  a rousing  reception  last  Saturday 
night,  the  Susans  being  well  represented  through  individual 
invitations.  The  spacious  gymnasium  and  the  Y.M.C.A.  Hall  joining,  each 
attractively  decorated  in  society  and  school  colors  and  with  Japanese 
lanterns,  and  full  of  bright  young  people  spending  a happy  hour 
together,  presented  an  enchanting  scene.  After  a period  of  social 
enjoyment  in  which  the  electric  battery  played  a conspicuous  part, 
refreshments  were  served  when  a feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul  ensued, 
Capt.  Pratt  and  the  society  presidents  responding  to  calls  for  speeches. 

Remember  there  will  be  no  HELPER  printed  next  week. 

Harry  Hutchinson,  who  was  married  about  last  Christmas  at  his  home  in 
the  North  West  has  been  given  a young  son  for  a Christmas  present. 

"Enclosed  is  10  cents  to  renew  my  subscription.  I have  found  the 
HELPER  such  pleasant  company  that  I thought  we  would  keep  together 
another  year,"  says  a subscriber. 

Another  says:  "I  like  the  weekly  letter  very  well  and  as  long  as  the 
Lord  allows  me  a dime  and  extension  of  life  I hope  to  be  a reader  of 


your  little  Great  INDIAN  HELPER. 

Harvey  Warner,  ex-Carlisle,  now  at  his  home  among  the  Omahas,  writes 
to  Mr.  Steele,  of  Carlisle,  the  friend  of  all  our  Indian  boys,  a very 
interesting  letter.  Harvey  has  been  farming  for  the  past  three  years 
and  working  at  his  carpenter  trade  between  times.  He  is  now  about  to 
establish  a carpenter-shop  of  his  own.  He  says  his  home  has  had  a 
Christmas  present  of  a baby  boy,  whose  name  is  Roy  Warner,  and  the  baby 
sends  Mr.  Steele  a Merry  Christmas  and  a Happy  New  Year.  Snow  is  three 
feet  deep  in  some  places  there  and  they  are  having  cold  weather. 

Mrs.  Platt,  our  old  friend  and  fellow  laborer  in  the  Indian  work,  now 
well  up  in  years,  writes  from  her  new  home  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  that  she 
goes  two  and  a half  miles  for  Sabbath  service  where  she  has  a class  of 
boys  in  Sunday  School  who  want  her  to  shorten  her  lesson  to  get  time  to 
tell  them  of  her  Indian  work.  She  had  them  at  her  home  one  evening, 
some  of  them  going  four  miles  that  they  might  see  the  pictures  she  has 
of  Carlisle  and  its  pupils  and  learn  of  the  work  here.  Mrs.  Platt  wishes 
to  be  kindly  remembered  to  all  her  acquaintances  at  the  school,  and  we 
know  of  no  better  way  to  reach  all  than  through  the  columns  of  the 
HELPER. 

Mrs.  Paul  Corbett,  nee  Lydia  Smith  when  a student  of  Carlisle,  tells 
by  letter  of  their  pleasant  home  in  Idaho.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
Paul  was  also  a student  of  Carlisle.  Lydia  speaks  very  beautifully  of 
the  contentment  she  feels  in  her  home,  and  yet  she  misses  the  school 
life,  its  joys  and  her  many  cherished  friends.  She  says:  "How  I'd  love 
to  come  there  just  now  and  see  Carlisle."  Paul  has  a store,  and  he  was 
at  the  time  of  writing  in  Lewiston  purchasing  Christmas  things  for  his 
store.  Lydia  sees  Johnson  Spencer  often  and  says  a great  change  has  come 
over  him.  They  are  all  proud  of  him. 

Energetic  work  was  begun  on  the  new  athletic  field  this  week,  by 
outside  parties  who  have  taken  the  contract,  but  the  snow  has 
interrupted  progress.  Mr.  Mason  Pratt,  of  Steelton,  surveyed  the  plot 
which  takes  in  part  of  the  old  baseball  ground  with  extension  in  the 
field  at  the  north.  The  field  is  to  be  leveled  off  and  put  in  first 
class  shape.  An  athletic  field  is  an  absolute  necessity  if  we  are  going 
to  take  part  in  such  sports.  More  boys  have  been  hurt  on  our  hard, 
uneven  ground,  practicing  football  than  in  all  the  games  they  played 
with  opposing  teams.  They  will  have  a sodded  turf  to  practice  on,  when 
the  new  field  is  complete.  It  will  embrace  a good  baseball  ground  and 
place  for  tennis  courts  and  other  sports,  beside  a good  running  track. 


CHRISTMAS. 


Christmas  is  a festival  celebrated  by  the  family. 

The  rich  man's  family,  the  poor  man's  family,  the  family  who  lives  in 
a log  hut,  the  family  who  inhabits  the  over-crowded  flat  of  a large 
city,  and  the  family  that  dwells  in  a palace,  each  finds  something  to 
enjoy  at  Christmas  time. 

The  heart  stricken  mother  and  the  careworn  father  endeavor  to  make 
the  children  happy  on  Christmas  day  if  at  no  other  time. 

While  there  is  much  suffering  in  the  world,  at  Christmas  time  there 
is  more  joy  than  sorrow. 

Children,  especially  the  Indian  children  of  the  Indian  schools,  are 
learning  to  think  forward  to  Christmas  as  a day  of  giving  as  well  as 
receiving. 

The  baskets  of  presents  that  will  go  from  the  girls'  quarters  to  the 
boys'  quarters,  to  be  met  with  other  baskets  from  the  boys'  quarters 
going  to  the  girls'  tomorrow  morning  or  late  tonight  would  indicate  that 
our  boys  and  girls  have  entered  with  zest  and  with  the  proper  spirit 
into  Christmas  preparations. 

No  longer  do  we  sit  back  and  think  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
receive,  and  feel  blue  and  discouraged  if  we  do  not  get  as  much  as  we 
wanted . 

We  are  learning  to  be  thankful  for  small  remembrances,  and  to  take 
more  pleasure  in  giving  than  receiving. 


MARRYING  DOES  NOT  ALWAYS  SAVE. 


No  less  eminent  an  authority  than  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moody  says: 

The  most  subtle  and  deceitful  hope  which  ever  existed,  and  one  which 
wrecks  the  happiness  of  many  a young  girl's  life,  is  the  common  delusion 
that  a woman  can  best  reform  a man  by  marrying  him. 

It  is  a mystery  to  me  how  people  can  be  so  blinded  to  the  hundreds  of 
cases  in  every  community,  where  tottering  homes  have  fallen  and  innocent 
lives  have  been  wrecked  because  some  young  girl  has  persisted  in 
marrying  a scoundrel  in  the  hope  of  saving  him. 

I have  never  known  such  a union,  and  have  seen  hundreds  of  them, 
result  in  anything  but  sadness  and  disaster. 

Let  no  young  girl  think  that  she  may  be  able  to  accomplish  what  a 
loving  mother  or  sympathetic  sisters  have  been  unable  to  do. 

Before  there  is  any  contract  of  marriage  there  should  be  convincing 
proof  that  there  has  been  real  and  thorough  regeneration . 

Let  us  look  away  from  ourselves  a moment. 

Let  us  take  as  an  example  something  the  Bible  condemns  --  the  use  of 
intoxicants . 

Young  people  do  not  realize  as  they  should  that  intoxicants 
inevitably  shatter  the  will,  leaving  only  in  its  place  that  fatal 
obstinacy  that  persists  in  the  drink  habit. 

If  you  have  a good  will,  thank  God  and  preserve  it;  you  are  rich.  If 
you  have  a weak  will,  with  God's  help  strengthen  and  cultivate  it. 


THE  SMALL  GIRLS  WRITE  TO  SANTA  CLAUS. 


The  Man-on-the-band-stand  found  some  of  their  letters  and  was  curious 
to  see  what  they  asked  for. 

One  little  girl  says: 

"I  want  a doll  and  some  dishes,  and  picture  books.  I want  work 
basket  and  box  of  candy  to  eat;  jumping- jack,  too." 

Another  says: 

"I  want  you  to  bring  me  some  apples,  baby,  ball,  sheep,  baby-carriage 
and  a hoop." 

One  wants: 

"A  mouth  organ,  a blue  ribbon  and  kitchen  stove." 

"My  bed  is  close  to  the  door,"  says  one  little  girl. 

"How  cold  is  it  up  in  north  pole?" 

"Please  bring  me  little  earrings,  stove  to  cook,  chairs,  and  some 
bananas . " 

"We  are  going  to  have  a Christmas  tree:  this  is  what  I would  like  to 
have  on  it:  a dollie,  pop-corn,  rubber  ball  that  I could  throw  and  not 
break  the  windows;  a string  of  beads  and  a ring,  some  peanuts,  apples 
and  oranges." 

One  very  modest,  kind-hearted  little  girl  only  asked  for  a doll,  but 
ends  her  letter  with:  "Please  don't  forget  the  poor  children." 

After  reading  the  above  who  can  say  that  Indian  children  are  any 
different  from  other  children? 


Enigma . 

I am  made  of  13  letters. 

My  5,  3,  4,  13  is  used  to  call  people  to  meals. 

My  2,  8,  9,  10  is  a good  thing  to  have  on  the  door  when  thieves  are 
around . 

My  6,  11,  12,  5 is  a good  thing  to  do  about  Christmas  time,  to  cheer 
people  up. 

My  9,  1,  7 is  a house  pet. 

My  whole  is  a wearing  apparel  that  the  little  Indian  girls  think  is 
good  to  own  about  this  time. 


The  worst  spendthrift  is  one  who  wastes  time. 
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- — "RE:  Poem:  Dawning"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Dec  1997  04:50:52  -0600 
From:  Nokwisa  Yona  <swillett@ro.com> 

Sub j : Dawning 

UUCP  email 

With  Thanks  for  each's  efforts.  With  Prayers  for  safety  and  well  being. 
Blessings  for  your  families  and  relations  this  Season  and  those  to 
come Nokwisa 

solstice  song 

To  the  South 
the  Sun  doth  sit 
in  glorious  dawn 
and  warm  embrace 
call  back 
the  year  to  come 
seasons 
to  turn 

radiant  blanket 
to  ease  Earth's  chill 

nokwisa  12/21/97 

for  our  relations 

they  go 

gunshot 

disease 

cold 

hunger 

unheralded  passing 

in  quiet  wake 

Earth's  tears 

for  her  children 

the  passing  hushed  droplets 

Earth's  children 

a prayer 

to  ease  pain 

their  suffering 

for  protection 

bless  their  Way 

our  four-legged  and  winged 

relations 

nokwisa  12/21/97 

"RE : Verse:  Hawaiian  Book  of  Days"  

Date:  Sun,  21  Dec  97  01:03:00  GMT 
From:  dfsanders@genie.com 
Sub j : Hawaiian  Book  of  Days 

UUCP  email 

A HAWAIIAN  BOOK  OF  DAYS,  week  of  lanuary  5-11 


IANUALI 


(January) 

(Kaelo) 

5 

I am  a part  of  the  land,  ka  aina.  The  soil  is  my  flesh,  the  mountains 
my  bones. 

6 

My  voice  is  the  voice  of  the  wind,  ka  makani;  my  dance  is  the  dance  of 
the  waves. 

7 

I am  reborn  in  the  image  of  my  fathers  and  mothers. 

8 

The  spirit  of  the  land  guides  me  in  every  choice  that  I must  make. 

9 

This  land  is  born  of  fire  and  ocean  and  wind.  In  my  mind  is  the  fire  of 
knowledge;  in  my  blood  run  the  currents  of  the  ocean;  in  the  wind  do  I hear 
the  song  of  my  spirit. 

10 

The  rumble  of  the  volcano  is  like  the  beating  of  a great  heart. 

11 

The  gift  of  knowledge  is  never  diminished. 

(c)  Copyright  1991  by  D.  F.  Sanders 
Me  ke  aloha  i ka  nani,  ...  Moe ' uhanekeanuenue 
(With  love  and  beauty,  . . . Rainbow  Dream) 

"RE : Conferences  and  Powwows"  

Date:  Thu,  25  Dec  97  08:00  -0500 
From:  Janet  Smith  (evestar@juno.com) 

Sub j : Upcoming  conferences  and  powwows 

UUCP  email 

Date:  Thu,  18  Dec  97  14:08:27  PST 
From:  Bobby  Castillo 
Sub j : Peltier  Art  Show 

Peltier  Art  Opening 

On  Saturday  December  13th  the  opening  of  a Art  Show  featuring  the  Art  of 
Native  American  Political  Prisoner  Leonard  Peltier  and  Chicano  Political 
Prisoner  Luis  Rodriguez.  Also  featured  was  Death  Row  Prisoner  Fernando 
Caro  along  with  traditional  Navajo  weavings  by  Weavers  for  Peace. 

The  program  was  opened  by  Frank  LaPena  (elder)  in  a prayer  and  then  the 
AIM  Drum  led  by  Adam  Villagomez  a cousin  of  Leonard  Peltier.  Aztec 
Dancers  led  by  Chuy  Ocelot  performed  a dance  ceremony  before  the  speakers 
began . 

Shannon  Collins  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable  Foundation  played  two 
songs  that  she  recorded  about  Anna  Mae  Aquash  and  Leonard  Peltier.  She 
then  described  the  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable  Foundation  and  why  Leonard 
has  donated  his  art  to  build  a school  on  the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation.  Fler 
speech  showed  the  compassion  of  our  Brother  Leonard  while  he  sits  behind 
bars  for  21  years.  His  goal  of  preserving  a language  and  culture  of  his 
people  is  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us. 

Robert  Pictou  Branscombe  the  cousin  of  Anna  Mae  Pictou  Aquash  and  is 
also  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable 
Foundation  gave  a compelling  account  of  the  death  of  Anna  Mae.  The 
audience  was  in  total  shock  to  hear  how  much  knowledge  the  government  had 
in  her  death  and  how  much  they  have  been  covering  up.  Robert  described  a 
Civil  Rights  law  suit  against  the  US  Govt,  on  behalf  of  Anna  Mae  to  try 
and  obtain  justice  for  Leonard  Peltier  and  for  Anna  Mae's  family. 

Arlene  Flamilton  of  Weavers  for  Peace  was  next  and  she  introduced  the 
Weavers  Project  and  she  introduced  Kee  Watchman  from  Cactus  Valley  in  the 
Big  Mountain  area.  Kee  Watchman  described  the  problems  going  on  with 
relocation  and  the  upcoming  meeting  with  the  Special  Raporteur  of  the 
United  Nations  and  Rigoberta  Menchu  on  February  6th,  1998.  Much  of  this 


information  can  be  gotten  from  the  big  mountain  list. 

Bobby  Castillo  then  presented  the  case  of  all  the  prisoners  but  mostly 
focused  on  Leonard  Peltier.  He  described  why  they  are  political  prisoner 
and  prisoners  of  war  and  how  Kee  Watchman  was  standing  up  for  Freedom  and 
how  its  our  responsibility  to  challenge  the  US  Government  to  insure  that 
Kee  will  never  be  put  in  prison  or  never  allow  them  to  take  the  land. 

We  want  to  thank  Shannon  Collins  and  the  Leonard  Peltier  Charitable  for 
the  14  original  Works  of  Leonard  Peltier  . Sales  of  all  Leonard  Peltier 
Art  will  go  to  building  the  school  on  Pine  Ridge. 

The  Art  will  continue  to  be  shown  until  January  10  at  Universal 
Perceptions  1405  Del  Paso  Blvd,  Sacramento,  California. 


Date:  12:20  PM  Dec  17,  1997 
From:  aimfl@aol.com 

Sub j : FLORIDA  AIM  ST.  PETE  AREA  MEETING 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

The  American  Indian  Movement  of  Florida  will  begin  its  1998  series  of  area 
meetings  in  Saint  Petersburg,  FL  JANUARY  10,  1998  at  1:00PM  at  the  ST. 
Petersburg  campus  of  the  University  of  South  Florida. 

Among  the  topics  at  the  Area  Meeting/Conference  will  be: 

Plastic  Medicine/Plastic  Tribes  and  IACA  Violations 
Mascot  Issue 

Burial  Desecration-FL  Unmarked  Burial  Law 
Coordination  of  a 1998  Peltier  State  Conference 
1998  Florida  AIM  Conference  in  Jacksonville 
Political  Prisoners 

Indian  Prison  Support  Project-Religious  Freedom 
Community  Service  Programs 

Unique  to  the  St.  Petersburg  meeting  will  be  a discussion  with  the  Florida 
AIM  State  Office  Relocation  Committee  to  assist  in  determining  if  the  State 
Office  should  be  located  in  St.  Petersburg-where  it  has  been  since  1988  or 
relocate  to  Tampa  where  the  Florida  Indian  Alliance  was  based  from  1985-88. 

The  conference  would  be  open  to  the  public  ($2.50  in  advance/students  $5 
at  the  door).  Speakers  will  include  Florida  AIM  Executive  Director  Sheridan 
Murphy,  Florida  AIM  Information  Director  Mark  Madrid,  West  Florida  AIM 
Support  Group  Coordinator  Jessica  Olson,  Florida  AIM  Field  Director 
Jennifer  L.  Provancial-Smith  and  SG  Political  Prisoner  Project  Coordinator 
Gloria  Stratton 

For  More  Information  or  advance  tickets  call  (813)  823-3534  or  email 
AIMFL@aol . com 

ALL  MUST  RESIST  SO  THAT  NONE  ARE  LEFT  BEHIND 


Date:  Fri,  19  Dec  1997  01:40:16  -0700  (MST) 

From:  cmilda@goodnet.com 

Sub j : Arizona  State  Museum  hosts  1998  Southwest  Indian  Art  Fair 
during  Tucson's  rodeo  weekend. 

News  Release 
For  Immediate  Release: 

June  27,  1997 
Arizona  State  Museum 

University  of  Arizona  Contact:  Bruce  Hilpert 

Tucson,  AZ  85721  (520)  621-4403,  Fax  621-2976 

Arizona  State  Museum  hosts  1998  Southwest  Indian  Art  Fair  during  Tucson's 
rodeo  weekend. 

The  Arizona  State  Museum  will  host  its  fourth  annual  southwest  Indian 
Art  Fair  on  February  21  and  22,  1998.  The  Fair  will  feature  75  artists  who 
invited  based  on  the  high  quality  of  their  work.  The  special  theme  for  this 
year's  _invitational_  show  and  sale  is  "Innovation  and  Tradition."  Along 
with  traditional  styles  of  Indian  arts  such  as  jewelry,  pottery,  and  kachina 
dolls,  the  Fair  will  feature  artists  who  have  developed  unique  new  styles. 
For  example,  Corrine  Louis,  an  Acoma  potter,  has  developed  a distinctive 


new  technique  of  decoration  that  uses  horsehair  in  the  firing  process  to 
produce  unusual  cloudlike  designs. 

The  Southwest  Indian  Art  Fair  is  repidly  becoming  one  of  the  most 
popular  events  of  the  Tucson  Rodeo  weekend.  The  1997  Fair  attracted  more 
than  6000  visitors.  The  free  show  and  sale  provides  visitors  a chance  to 
meet  prominent  American  Indian  artists,  view  and  purchase  their  work,  attend 
talks  and  demonstrations  by  Indian  artists,  and  enjoy  traditional  and 
contemporary  Indian  music.  Artists  invited  to  this  year's  show  include 
renowned  kachina  doll  carvers  Delbridge  Honanie  and  Coolidge  Roy,  Dr.,  clay 
clay  artists  Mary  Lucero  and  Dolores  Aragon,  and  jewelers  Alvin  Thompson, 
Dennie  Vicenti,  Antone  Honanie  and  Kristopher  Dose. 

The  event  has  also  proved  to  be  popular  with  the  artists,  many  of  whom 
rarely  exhibit  their  work  in  southern  Arizona.  The  Fair  features  awards  to 
encourage  excellence  in  art  including  a $3000  Arizona  State  Museum 
Centennial  Award  for  best  of  show  and  fourteen  category  awards.  Dudging  is 
performed  by  a panel  that  includes  many  American  Indians. 

The  1998  Southwest  Indian  Art  Fair  will  be  held  at  the  Arizona  State 
Museum,  located  on  the  University  of  Arizona  campus  just  inside  the  Main 
Gate  at  Park  Ave.  and  University  Blvd.  Admission  is  FREE. 

Art  Fair  hours  are: 

Saturday  February  21,  1998  10  am  - 4 pm 

Sunday  February  22,  1998  12  am  - 4 pm 

Photos  are  available  on  request. 

Public  Information:  Press  Information: 

(520)  621-6302  Bruce  Hilpert  (520)  621-4403 


Date:  Tue,  23  Dec  1997  00:54:38  -0500 
From:  canoejourney@webtv.net  (Dim  Toren) 

Sub j : THREE  RIVERS  CANOE  DOURNEY 
Newsgroup:  soc . culture . native 

SACRED  RUN  INTERNATIONAL 
presents 

THREE  RIVERS  CANOE  DOURNEY 
OHIO  MISSISSIPPI  MISSOURI 
Canoes  to  Traverse  3-day  Pow-Wow  Three  Major  Rivers 

for  New  Orleans  Finish 

Notice  to  all  tribal  paddlers,  mountain  men  & river  rats 
On  September  1st  1998,  15  or  more  canoes  will  depart  from  the  head 
waters  of  the  Ohio  river  near  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  en  route  to 
rendezvous  with  the  canoe  groups  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  missouri 
rivers  near  Cairo,  Illinois,  Then; 

all  canoes  will  travel  as  a single  group  to  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  to 
celebrate  the  ancient  mode  of  travel  and  delivering  messages. 

The  Sacred  Run  message: 

"ALL  LIFE  IS  SACRED" 

If  you  would  like  to  participate  or  help  in  any  way  please  contact  me  . 
at  canoejourney@webtv.net 
To  the  four  directions,  peace. 

Dim  Toren 


From  News  From  Indian  Country: 

Christmas  Powwow: 

Dec  25-28  Wapato  Longhouse,  Wapato,  WA 
509-865-5121  ext  304  or  318 
New  Years  Events: 

Dec  29-Dan  1 White  Swan  New  Years,  White  Swan,  WA 
509-865-5131  ext.  304  or  318 
Dec  31  Denver  New  Years,  Denver  CO 

303-455-4575 

Dec  31  9th  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  MI 

906-635-6050 

Dec  31  The  Good  Medicine  Society 

Oklahoma  City  OK  405-943-7935 
Dec  31  Menominee  New  Years  Eve,  Neopit  WI 


Dec  31 


715-756-2354 

On  the  Red  Road  New  Years  Celebration  of  Society 
Minneapolis,  MN  612-724-3129 

Dec  31  4th  Siletz  Recovery,  Salem,  OR 

503-390-9494 

Dec  31-Jan  1 4th  International  Gathering  and  Sobriety,  Milwaukee,  WI 
414-221-9858  Days,  414-462-2899  Evenings 

Dec  31-Jan  1 5th  Sacred  Run  Sobriety,  Covington,  KY 
606-421-2346 

Early-Mid  January  Events: 

Jan  2-4  Indian  America  New  Year,  Tucson,  AZ 
520-622-4900 

Jan  3 12th  Lakota  Traditional  Powwow,  Elgin,  IL 

847-882-1644 

Jan  10  Mason  School  Powwow,  Tacoma,  WA 

205-596-1139 

Jan  17  8th  United  American  Indian  Center,  Green  Bay,  WI 

414-436-5630 

Jan  17  Native  American  Preparatory,  Rowe,  NM 

505-424-6801 

Jan  17  PAV  Powwow,  Tacoma,  WA 

505-474-6801 


Notice  of  Copyright  Clearance  by  Contributors : 

The  following  have  granted  permission  for  their  original  articles  to 
be  reposted  in  order  to  help  mend  the  Sacred  Hoop: 

Robert  A.  Pictou-Branscombe,  LisNa  Red  Bear  via  Bob  Dorman,  William  Brandon, 
Donna  Hales/Muskogee  Daily  Phoenix  via  Marvin  & Linda  Summerfield/Cherokee 
Observer,  Moonlight/National  Center  for  Democracy  Mexico,  Sonja  Keohane, 
Debra  F.  Sanders,  Mohawk  Nation  Office/Kahnawake  Branch,  Buffalo  Nations, 
Settlers  in  Support  of  Indigenous  Sovereignty,  Barbara  Landis,  Janet  Smith, 
Larry  Innes,  Ishgooda,  Mike  Benwell,  Hawaii  Nation  Info 


